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Trump, Claiming Weak Jobs Numbers Were 'Rigged,' Fires Labor Official

Economists said ousting the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics could undermine confidence in government economic data.

President Trump said on social media on Friday that he had directed his team to fire Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Ben Casselman and Tony Romm



Aug 01, 2025 at 07:54 PM

President Trump unleashed his fury about weakness in the labor market on Friday, saying without evidence that the data were "rigged" and that he was firing the Senate-confirmed Department of Labor official responsible for pulling together the numbers each month.

In a long post on social media, Mr. Trump said he had directed his team to fire Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, who was confirmed on a bipartisan basis in 2024.

Emily Liddel, an associate commissioner for the bureau, confirmed late Friday that Dr. McEntarfer had been fired and that William Wiatrowski, the deputy commissioner, would serve as acting commissioner.

The president fired Dr. McEntarfer after the bureau released monthly jobs data showing surprisingly weak hiring in July and large downward revisions to job growth in the previous two months. Economists widely interpreted the report as evidence that Mr. Trump's policies were beginning to take a toll on the economy, though the president insisted in a subsequent post that the country was "doing GREAT!"

Lori Chavez-DeRemer, the labor secretary, echoed Mr. Trump's concerns about Dr. McEntarfer in a post on social media.

"So you know what I did?" Mr. Trump later told reporters, as he claimed the numbers were "phony." "I fired her, and you know what? I did the right thing."

Dr. McEntarfer was appointed to her post by President Joseph R. Biden Jr. in 2023 after a long career at the Census Bureau and other agencies, where she served under presidents of both parties, including Mr. Trump. Among the Republicans who voted to confirm her as commissioner was Vice President JD Vance, who was then an Ohio senator.

The firing prompted swift criticism from economists, former government officials and others, who said the removal would further erode trust in government statistics and make it more difficult for policymakers, investors and businesses, who rely on having dependable data about the economy to make decisions. In addition to the monthly jobs numbers, the Bureau of Labor Statistics is responsible for producing data on inflation, wages and other aspects of the economy.

William W. Beach, who led the bureau during Mr. Trump's first term, criticized the move to fire Dr. McEntarfer on Friday.

"It's unfortunate," he said. "This could set a precedent where bad news on many different fronts is a reason for dismissing a person."

Mr. Beach, who was appointed by Mr. Trump in 2019 and remained in the role for the first two years of the Biden administration, said he had never felt pressure to manipulate the data under either president. Even if there were such pressure, he said, there is "no way" the commissioner could interfere in the revisions process, which is conducted by career employees.

Erica Groshen, who led the agency under President Barack Obama, called the decision "a terrible precedent."

"I hope will be reversed because it undermines the integrity of our statistical system and really all of government data and science," she added, calling it "a very sad day."

Dr. McEntarfer's tenure got off to a rough start last year when the agency made a series of missteps in which Wall Street firms had access to data before the general public. But none of those incidents involved issues with the statistics themselves.

Mr. Trump and his top aides have made a habit of attacking government agencies, researchers and watchdogs when they have produced findings that the president does not like. That has led to concerns that Mr. Trump could seek to interfere with the operations of the Bureau of Labor Statistics and other statistical agencies, particularly if the economy begins to take a turn for the worse.

Until now, however, most experts on the statistical system said they remained confident in the data produced by the agencies and had seen no evidence of political interference in their operations. Current and former agency staff members consistently echoed that message -- in part, they said, because they trusted Dr. McEntarfer and her counterparts at the other major statistical agencies to protect their independence.

"If that pressure got too great, you would see people resigning rather than shape the numbers," Mr. Beach said.

Economists across the ideological spectrum said Mr. Trump's move to oust Dr. McEntarfer was likely to erode public confidence in the data published by the administration.

"If you want people to stop trusting the numbers coming out of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, firing the person who is confirmed by the Senate to make sure those numbers are trustworthy is a real good way to do it," said Martha Gimbel, the executive director of the Budget Lab at Yale, who served in the White House under Mr. Biden.

Dr. McEntarfer could not immediately be reached for comment.

On Friday morning, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released data showing that employers added only 73,000 new jobs in July. It also notably revised data for the previous two months, reducing the number of jobs created by 258,000. While revisions to previous months are common, it was an unusually high number that came as a surprise. It suggested the labor market was not as resilient as it had seemed earlier this summer.

Shortly after the numbers were released, Stephen Miran, the chair of the White House Council of Economic Advisers, offered an explanation for the jobs revision that was much different from Mr. Trump's.

On CNBC, he said much of the change was the result of "quirks in the seasonal adjustment process" and even the president's own policies, particularly on immigration, potentially affecting hiring numbers for May and June. He made no mention of any concerns about manipulated data as he sought to recast the slowdown in July as a "pretty decent" jobs report.

By evening, Kevin Hassett, the director of the National Economic Council, sought to frame the firing as an attempt to restore "trust" at the statistics agency. Unlike Mr. Trump, who described the revisions as politically motivated, Mr. Hassett said its jobs figures had been "awful" for some time.

"I think it is a good time for a fresh set of eyes to look at what the heck is going on," he told Fox Business.

In his social media posts on Friday, Mr. Trump provided no evidence that Dr. McEntarfer had injected political bias into her agency's data. And his criticisms contained contradictions and inaccuracies.

Mr. Trump complained about not just the latest jobs numbers but also a set of revisions from last year. The bureau, like other statistical agencies, routinely updates its figures to incorporate data that wasn't initially available or to reflect information from more authoritative sources.

Last August, the Bureau of Labor Statistics said employers had added roughly 818,000 fewer jobs over a 12-month period than previously believed. That announcement was part of a normal annual revision process, although the change was unusually large. (It was also preliminary -- the final figures were revised down by just under 600,000 jobs.)

In a social media post on Friday, Mr. Trump said the revision was made "right after the election." In fact, the announcement was made roughly two and a half months before Election Day. Indeed, Mr. Trump posted about the revisions at the time, calling them a "MASSIVE SCANDAL."

To the agency's defenders, however, the twin revisions show that it operates without political bias and was willing to announce politically inconvenient news under presidents of both parties.

"President Trump is completely wrong in asserting there's been any sort of anti-Trump bias in the labor market data," said Michael Strain, an economist at the conservative American Enterprise Institute. "I think that assertion is wholly unsupported."

Mr. Strain said that government data is revised frequently, and that doing so reflected a "standard" practice to ensure its quality. In this case, he acknowledged that the change was "historically large" but "doesn't smell fishy."

Federal statistical agencies have faced mounting challenges in recent years as Americans have become more reluctant to respond to the surveys that are the basis for much of the nation's economic data. Shrinking budgets have made it harder to make up for falling response rates, and to develop new approaches to replace surveys altogether.

Those concerns predate the current administration, but have grown worse since Mr. Trump returned to office. The statistical agencies have struggled with staff attrition as a result of the president's freeze on federal hiring, combined with the buyouts he offered early in his term. The president's budget also proposed further staff and funding cuts.

In June, the Bureau of Labor Statistics said it was reducing its collection of data on consumer prices in response to resource constraints. Economists warned that, over time, such cuts could erode the reliability of the inflation data that Federal Reserve policymakers rely on when setting interest rates, and that determine cost-of-living increases in union contracts and Social Security benefits, among other uses.

Asked about those cuts on Wednesday, Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, said policymakers were "getting the data that we need to do our jobs." But he stressed the importance of the federal statistical agencies.

"The government data is really the gold standard in data," he said. "We need it to be good and to be able to rely on it."

Sydney Ember contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/business/economy/trump-bls-firing-jobs-report.html
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Employers Pull Back on Hiring as Uncertainty Weighs on Plans

The labor market showed signs of weakening, with 73,000 jobs added in July and gains for the previous two months revised significantly lower.



By Madeleine Ngo



Aug 01, 2025 at 01:39 PM

Employers have sharply pulled back their hiring, a sign that the labor market is weakening and more businesses are putting expansion plans on hold as they deal with economic uncertainty created by President Trump.

The economy added 73,000 jobs last month, the Labor Department reported on Friday, lower than economists' expectations. The unemployment rate slightly rose to 4.2 percent, up from 4.1 percent the month before.

In an indication that the labor market was not as resilient as it seemed earlier this year, job gains from the previous two months were also revised down by a total of 258,000, an unusually high number that came as a surprise.

The slower growth in payrolls signals that cracks in the labor market are deepening, and it touched off concerns that conditions could further deteriorate as Mr. Trump's economic policies take hold. Economists have warned that chaotic tariff plans, immigration restrictions and job reductions in the federal government could significantly dampen growth in the coming months.

"After this report, it doesn't look like a particularly healthy jobs market," said Oliver Allen, a senior U.S. economist at Pantheon Macroeconomics.

The slowdown reflects a labor market that had already been cooling as high interest rates weighed on businesses. Although the labor market has generally been holding up this year, economists have been pointing to the slower pace of job gains. Last year, the economy added an average of about 168,000 jobs each month. So far this year, employers have created an average of about 85,300 jobs each month.

Most of the job gains in July were driven by increased employment in the health care industry, where hiring has been concentrated as the nation ages and requires more care.


But other sectors continued to shed jobs or showed signs of weakness. Government employment fell in July amid the Trump administration's efforts to slash the federal work force. The federal government lost 12,000 jobs last month, and is down by 84,000 jobs since the start of the year.

Manufacturing employment also declined by 11,000 jobs in July, the third straight month of losses. Mr. Trump's tariffs are intended to boost manufacturers and encourage consumers to buy domestically. But steeper tariffs have pushed up costs for foreign parts and other imported materials, hurting some factories.

The professional and business services industry also lost thousands of positions, extending a streak of declines.

Economists expect Mr. Trump's policies to continue to weaken the job market in the coming months. Higher tariffs on dozens of countries are set to go into effect on Thursday. The Trump administration has reached deals with some trading partners, but officials are still finalizing the details and hashing out agreements with other countries.

As steeper costs from import taxes eat into profits, companies could have a harder time hiring workers or begin to lay off employees. Lower immigration and efforts to ramp up deportations could also strain industries that depend on foreign-born workers.

The jobs report came two days after the Federal Reserve held interest rates steady for the fifth time this year. The central bank has shown little urgency to lower rates, in part because of the labor market's durability in recent months. Two members of the Board of Governors dissented and supported the Fed's lowering interest rates by a quarter of a percentage point in July. Those members had been arguing that the labor market was flashing warning signs.

The weak jobs report raises the chances that the Fed will cut rates at its next meeting, in September. Mr. Trump has assailed Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, and repeatedly pressured the central bank to lower rates. After the report's release, Mr. Trump again urged the Fed to cut borrowing costs.

"Too Little, Too Late. Jerome 'Too Late' Powell is a disaster," Mr. Trump wrote in a post on Truth Social. "DROP THE RATE! The good news is that Tariffs are bringing Billions of Dollars into the USA!"

Mr. Trump also said on Friday that he planned to immediately fire Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, who was nominated by former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. Mr. Trump implied that she had manipulated the jobs numbers for political reasons and said she would be replaced with someone "much more competent and qualified."

Although economists say the slower growth in payrolls points to a labor market that is stalling, they also note that the unemployment rate remains relatively low, in part because of a reduced supply of workers.

Economists expect immigration restrictions to continue to put downward pressure on population growth, meaning that more modest job gains could be a reflection of slower growth in the labor force.

Other economic data released this week have reflected relatively stable demand for workers. Job openings were slightly down in June, although they have remained at similar levels throughout the year. Companies are pulling back on hiring, but layoffs have remained low.

"Some of the other labor market indicators haven't deteriorated quite as much," said Daniel Zhao, the chief economist for the recruiting site Glassdoor. 

Wages continued to grow in July, climbing 0.3 percent from the prior month and 3.9 percent over the year.

In a more worrying sign, the number of long-term unemployed people, or those who were out of a job for more than six months, continued to pick up in July. Taken together, the data suggest that employers are trimming hiring rather than cutting workers entirely.

Economists say the smaller job gains in recent months reflect the uncertainty that businesses have faced as on-and-off-again tariff policies have made it difficult to move forward with expansion plans.

"It's hard to pull the trigger on hiring when you're uncertain about where tariffs are going to land," said Diane Swonk, the chief economist at KPMG. "It's the uncertainty that causes the paralysis."

Tariff policies have been affecting companies like The Taylor Group Inc., an industrial and equipment manufacturer based in Louisville, Miss. Lex Taylor, the company's chairman and chief executive, said that the firm had been adding jobs this year and that he thought the tax provisions in the domestic policy bill that Mr. Trump signed into law last month would help boost the firm.

But he said uncertainty stemming from tumultuous economic policies had made it harder to expand. Mr. Taylor said there was "no question" that the company would have hired more workers this year if Mr. Trump had not pursued steeper tariffs on trading partners.

"It has caused a little freeze," Mr. Taylor said, adding that the uncertainty has caused some of his customers to "hold back" their budgets and orders on equipment.

The jobs report caps a week that saw of flood of new economic data. Some of the figures fueled concern that tariffs were starting to push up consumer prices.

A key inflation measure showed that price growth modestly accelerated in June. Prices for physical goods rose, with the biggest increases in categories that are particularly affected by tariffs.

Some economists have also voiced concerns that consumers have pulled back on spending this year. A measure of consumer spending climbed at a 1.4 percent annual rate in the second quarter, which was up from 0.5 percent in the previous quarter. But it was down from the 2.8 percent growth in spending in 2024.

"The data shows us that the underlying economy has slowed significantly," Ms. Swonk said. "We know that headwinds are mounting as we move into the second half of the year, and that's worrisome."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/us/politics/jobs-report-us-economy.html
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2 Pilots and an Air Traffic Controller Whose Fates Will Be Forever Entwined

Documents released in the inquiry into the deadly midair collision over the Potomac River on Jan. 29 reveal new details about three people whose decisions shaped the outcome of the disaster.




By Kate Kelly, David A. Fahrenthold and Karoun Demirjian
Kate Kelly and David Fahrenthold have been covering the Jan. 29 crash in Washington. Karoun Demirjian covered investigative hearings on the collision.


Aug 01, 2025 at 06:59 PM

At one point during an annual flight evaluation for Capt. Rebecca M. Lobach on Jan. 29, her Army helicopter instructor paused their conversation to emphasize an aviation fundamental.

"The whole point" of emergency procedure checklists, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Andrew Loyd Eaves said as they flew their Black Hawk near Washington, D.C., "is 'cause we end up killing ourselves because we do something without confirming and verifying."

His words, later revealed in a recovered cockpit voice recorder, were meant to be instructive. They turned out to be hauntingly predictive.

Less than an hour later, the helicopter crashed headlong into an American Airlines flight carrying 64 people on its way to Ronald Reagan National Airport, killing the two pilots, a fellow soldier who was riding in the back seat of the Black Hawk and everyone aboard the passenger jet.

As the two aircraft exploded into flames, an air traffic controller who had tried to guide the helicopter safely through the airspace soon saw he had failed. All the others' lives had ended and his had changed forever.

Capt. Rebecca M. Lobach. Manuel Balce Ceneta/Associated Press

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Andrew Loyd Eaves. U.S. Department of Army


The specific causes of the disaster are still under investigation, but enough has been revealed publicly to say that the events were set in motion by the failures of institutions. The Army's unreliable technology in the aging helicopter may have given the pilots a misleading sense of their altitude. The Federal Aviation Administration's short staffing meant that a single controller was doing two crucial jobs.

The agency, despite numerous warnings, never changed routes that allowed helicopters to fly perilously close to commercial airplanes landing at a certain runway. The Army used the busy airspace for training exercises at a time of night when commercial traffic could be heavy.

During hearings held this week by the National Transportation Safety Board, agency and Army officials defended their past decisions. An F.A.A. manager said that she had been aware of concerns about potential traffic jams between helicopters and planes near National Airport, but that protocols had prevented the agency from making certain requested warnings on its maps. An Army official said that the complex duties of Fort Belvoir's helicopter crews made it difficult to schedule flights for the middle of the night.

But the disaster's outcome was also particularly shaped by three people: the two pilots in the helicopter and the controller in the tower.

This week, investigators from the N.T.S.B. have released new evidence showing the difficulties those three key figures faced as a result of their institutions' mistakes -- and the decisions they made in the moments before the collision.

Early Difficulties

In 2021, Captain Lobach arrived for her first deployment at Fort Belvoir, the Army base south of Washington near Mount Vernon, Va., challenged by the demands of piloting there.

She was "eager to learn but initially had weak flying skills," recalled a pilot who trained her upon her arrival, according to an N.T.S.B. report.

The Army crew was flying a UH-60 Black Hawk on the night of the crash. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The 1980s-era Sikorsky Black Hawk she was flying there, known as the UH-60L, was "particularly taxing," the pilot recalled, because Captain Lobach had used a newer model with more sophisticated cockpit instruments in flight school. In 2022, according to the report, she failed an annual flight test after having "lots of difficulties in the aircraft," in the words of the pilot who was evaluating her.

But Captain Lobach was both studious and meticulous, according to friends and the N.T.S.B. report. She prepared carefully for her flights and soaked up advice, often grabbing a notebook whenever one of her instructors started talking, Austin Roth, a former Army instructor pilot who knew her at Fort Belvoir, recalled in a YouTube interview this year.

By 2023, she had passed her annual evaluation, and in 2024, she qualified to be a pilot in command, meaning she passed a comprehensive test of her flying skills. More senior pilots described her at that time as deeply knowledgeable and organized, the N.T.S.B. report notes.

By January, she was 28 years old and was running a platoon within her Fort Belvoir unit that was dedicated to petroleum oils and lubricants, critical fuels and other fluids for flying. She had logged 450 flight hours.

Learning to Fly

Mr. Eaves's path to the Army had been indirect.

He had originally joined the Navy, where he served as an aviation crew member but did not fly aircraft, according to the N.T.S.B. report. He longed to, though. Years into his Navy service, he began a letter-writing campaign to the Army, his brother Forrest Eaves recalled to The New York Times, vowing to join up if the service would teach him to be an aviator.

The Army agreed, and in 2019 he arrived at Fort Belvoir, where he worked as a pilot and then as an instructor. Late in 2023, he transferred to an Army base in Honduras, where he gained additional experience in a different setting.

He was "very objective" as a teacher, recalled a senior officer who is noted in the N.T.S.B. report. A safety officer, also mentioned in the report, said he was "by the book."

Mr. Eaves had logged more than 950 flight hours when he returned to Fort Belvoir in October.  Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Mr. Roth, who had worked with Mr. Eaves, told The Times that he had a gentlemanly manner. Within their unit at the base, he added, Mr. Eaves would have been among the "more competent, more cautious, more safe" fliers. He was not showy or a braggart, Mr. Roth said.

Mr. Eaves, who was by then 39, returned to Fort Belvoir from Honduras in October. He had about 968 flight hours at that point. On any flight in which he was training a less experienced pilot, he would be considered the pilot in command, or the ultimate authority on the crew's safety and effectiveness.

'Rusty' on the Controls

Much as she had improved over the years, some of Captain Lobach's colleagues still considered her piloting skills to be subpar.

A fellow Army pilot who helped her practice for her final evaluation on Jan. 27 said she was "rusty" on the Black Hawk controls, according to the N.T.S.B. report, which showed that she had flown an average of less than five hours per month in the year before the test. He attributed it to a lack of recent flying -- a common phenomenon among current Army aviators, who have seen a substantial reduction in cockpit hours since the end of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

That same week, Mr. Eaves, assigned to give her the annual flight exam, told his girlfriend that he feared Captain Lobach was unprepared for the flight, according to an N.T.S.B. interview document.

Captain Lobach, recalled the girlfriend, was described by Mr. Eaves as "not where she should be," according to the document. It was the girlfriend's impression, investigators said in the document, that Mr. Eaves "thought the other pilot was not grasping things they should have understood by that point in her flying career."

Nonetheless, Mr. Eaves was professional and even jovial during the Jan. 29 flight, according to a transcript of the cockpit voice recorder.

The N.T.S.B. board room on Wednesday, during a fact-finding hearing into the crash.  Kenny Holston/The New York Times


He called Captain Lobach -- his superior in rank -- "ma'am" and made sure his crew chief, Staff Sgt. Ryan Austin O'Hara, was comfortable with the temperature in the back seat of the Black Hawk. He appeared to try to soothe Captain Lobach's embarrassment over a directional mistake by joking that he was "all game" to blow by a town at low altitude but that they would have to make a "blood pact" not to discuss it with anyone later.

She appeared to have recognized the tongue-in-cheek suggestion, replying, "Nope, right."

But the exam did not go smoothly.

More than an hour before the crash, during a portion of the flight with choppy winds, Mr. Eaves took the flight controls from her, according to the transcript.

At another point, when they were evidently practicing landing and other maneuvers on a rural airfield, she was forced to "go around" one landing area on short notice -- a tactic that is often used when an aircraft cannot land safely, aviators told The Times. When Mr. Eaves asked her about the mistake, she blamed the height of her chair, according to the transcript.

She also erroneously turned left when she should have gone right to avoid winds, and turned northward toward Great Falls, Va., when she should have been heading south to return to the Army base, prompting Mr. Eaves to ask her where they were going, according to the transcript.

At one point, the transcript says, she described herself as "dizzy," but quickly added that it was "not too bad."

Little missteps might be relatively forgivable on a deserted airfield or at thousands of feet in elevation, where there is less traffic. But once the Black Hawk entered the Washington area's airspace -- known as Class B, the busiest grade -- there was very little margin for error when problems emerged.

Traffic in Sight

As they flew along in Reagan National airspace, the pilots, each of whom had a set of altitude readings in front of their seat, voiced a difference in the helicopter's height. Mr. Eaves told Captain Lobach twice to descend. But they never discussed the discrepancy in the altitude instruments, known as altimeters, and Captain Lobach flew the remainder of the route far too high.

An altimeter in the navigation panel of a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The helicopter ultimately crashed into the jet at roughly 300 feet -- higher than the maximum altitude of 200 feet in that part of the route.

"There is a tension within the crucial minutes between them over whether they're flying at the correct altitude," Jon-Claud Nix, a former Marine Corps helicopter instructor pilot, said in an interview with The Times after reviewing the transcript.

Mr. Nix, for instance, said that Captain Lobach announced an altitude of 300 feet and that Mr. Eaves replied by saying "roger, got you looking at four," meaning his altimeter was placing her at 400 feet at roughly the same time.

Instead of discussing a fix to that differential, Mr. Eaves asked Captain Lobach to simply continue descending -- which she did, but ultimately not enough.

'A Little Overwhelmed'

The controller who had tried to guide the three-person crew safely back toward its Army base once had aspirations to be a professional pilot himself.

He was 36 years old, and loved the busy job of handling traffic at National Airport. "It feels like a video game," he told investigators, a puzzle of planes and helicopters that needed to go different places at different speeds.

Investigators have not released his name. The F.A.A. said on Thursday that he was still on leave.

The air traffic control tower at Ronald Reagan National Airport.  Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The controller had been on the job for five years, the last two-plus at National Airport. On this night, he was doing two jobs at once -- guiding both planes and helicopters -- in a tower where supervisors routinely overrode the rule that said those jobs were normally supposed to be handled separately until later in the evening.

On Thursday, as the N.T.S.B. conducted its second day of hearings, several witnesses described how that airport's control tower was often understaffed, requiring controllers to push their limits just to keep up with traffic.

"We take pride in it, but I will say that at a certain point, it's too much," said Bryan Lehman, an F.A.A. official who runs another air traffic control center nearby. In the hearings, a different F.A.A. official said the agency had allotted 35 support positions to the D.C. region, but they did not appear to alleviate this tower's problems.

On the night of the crash, as the Black Hawk helicopter approached, the controller was handling about 10 planes and helicopters, according to an F.A.A. official's testimony.

The controller told investigators he felt briefly as though his workload might be too much.

"I was starting to become a little overwhelmed with the helicopters," the controller told investigators later, according to an N.T.S.B. transcript of an interview two days after the crash.

He got a few helicopters through the airspace and on their way, and then the load felt more manageable. But even then, it was very busy.

He had planes lined up to depart from the airport's most-used runway. So he shifted the incoming American Airlines flight to land on a lesser-used runway.

The controller on duty during the crash compared managing air traffic at Reagan National Airport to a puzzle of planes and helicopters that needed to go different places at different speeds. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times


But that meant adding a small amount of extra risk.

Now, instead of sending the American Airlines plane on a path roughly parallel to the helicopter's route, the controller was now sending it directly across the helicopter's path, from east to west.

In the hearings, controllers said they had asked their bosses for the F.A.A. to move the busy helicopter route away from the approach path, to avoid danger where they intersected. But it never happened: An F.A.A. official who oversaw air traffic safety said in the hearings that the idea had never reached his level.

Later, when investigators asked the controller to reflect on the crash, the decision to reroute the incoming plane was the one he returned to: "I would have just kept them on [the original runway], that would have changed the whole situation."

Even after shifting the plane's course, the controller still had another out: telling the Black Hawk to wait upstream at Hains Point, the tip of a small island off the Potomac River's east bank that was used as a holding spot for helicopters. He did not use it.

When investigators asked why, he said that sometimes keeping a helicopter in that spot created a backup with other helicopters wanting to use the same corridor.

Instead, he let the Black Hawk pilots proceed downriver toward the airport, warning them about the incoming plane. They were supposed to use "visual separation." That meant it was up to Captain Lobach and Mr. Eaves to know where the plane was coming from, see it, let it pass and then fly safely behind it.

They told him they saw it.

Ninety seconds passed. In the tower, the controller dealt with another airplane taking off, and two other passing helicopters, recordings show.

Then he looked out of the tower, across the Potomac, and saw something concerning: The Army helicopter was "way closer" to the descending airliner than he had expected it to be, according to the interview transcript.

The controller called out to the Black Hawk again. "You have the C.R.J. in sight?" he asked, using an abbreviation for the regional jet.

Mr. Eaves said they did. 

The wreckage of the UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter in the Potomac on Jan. 30. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


In Thursday's hearing, officials from the F.A.A. and the Army said that the controller should have also notified the plane's pilots of the nearby helicopter.

Crash investigators asked the controller about that, too.

At first, he was unable to finish his answer.

"I don't think it would have made a difference honestly," the transcript says. "That guy -- I don't -- let m--"

"Would you like to take a break?" an investigator said.

"Yeah," he said.

Later, when they returned, the controller indicated that he had not issued that warning because "there were other duty priorities going on at the time."

Missed Opportunities

Earlier in the flight, Mr. Eaves had warned Captain Lobach about the need for caution. Confirm. Verify. But at the very end of the flight, Mr. Eaves seemed to not follow his own training.

He had told the controller he had the nearby traffic "in sight." But in actuality, he seems not to have verified that the correct plane was in his sights, and he did not pause the helicopter in a safer spot such as Hains Point to assess the situation further.

Instead, he allowed Captain Lobach to carry forward, telling her to "kinda come left for me, ma'am," because he surmised that was what the controller wanted, according to the N.T.S.B. transcript.

After a chain of institutional failures, oversights and missed opportunities, the pilots were exactly where they were not supposed to be: too high in the sky, too close to an active flight path, seconds away from hitting a plane they did not see.

She said "sure," but it was too late.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/us/politics/dc-plane-helicopter-crash.html
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Overturning the Global Trade System, Trump Puts His Ideas to the Test

President Trump has long wanted to rework world trade. The tariffs set to go into effect next week will carry out that plan.

Economists remain skeptical that President Trump's approach to tariffs will work as he intends. Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times



By Ana Swanson
Ana Swanson has written about international trade for over a decade. She reported from Washington.


Aug 01, 2025 at 06:14 PM

President Trump's plan to impose stiff tariffs on dozens of trading partners next week will bring about one of his longtime goals: smashing a global trade system that he believes has robbed America of jobs and money.

The double-digit tariffs that the president has announced on nearly 100 countries represent a momentous change from the trading order that the United States has helped to build up globally since World War II.

They will scrap the low import taxes that the United States agreed to charge on all exports from members of the World Trade Organization in favor of much higher tariffs that vary widely from country to country. That will shift the playing field for many companies and set a new course for trade flows and the global economy in the years to come.

For Mr. Trump, the moves accomplish a campaign promise to use stiff levies to rebalance global trade to try to benefit America. The president and his economic advisers believe that tariffs will reduce the flow of imports into the United States and increase U.S. exports, bolstering the factory sector and creating more prosperity while filling government coffers.

But critics have said the approach will leave the United States more economically and diplomatically isolated, while drawing other parts of the world closer together. And many economists remain skeptical that tariffs will work in the way Mr. Trump intends, saying import taxes will spill over into higher prices for consumers, backfire on some manufacturers and slow economic growth.

Data released on Thursday showed inflation picked up in June, the latest sign that tariffs were starting to bleed through to consumer prices. On Friday, the government also reported a significant slowdown in job growth, a sign that the blow of punishing tariffs may finally be landing on the economy.

"The United States has destroyed the global trade system it created and left nothing in its place but a set of ad hoc arrangements," said Edward Alden, a trade expert at the Council on Foreign Relations. "For trade, the result will be long-term instability that will be bad for business, bad for consumers and bad for global growth."




The series of executive orders that Mr. Trump signed on Thursday will raise tariffs on more than 90 countries by levels ranging from 10 percent to 41 percent. In so doing, they put in place a vision for global trade that the president first introduced in a Rose Garden ceremony at the White House on April 2, on what he called "Liberation Day."

In April, Mr. Trump announced that he would impose a 10 percent tariff on nearly all global imports, as well as significantly higher tariffs on dozens of nations that are net exporters to the United States. 

The 10 percent baseline tariffs have been in place for months, but the higher tariffs that Mr. Trump wanted to charge on many countries ultimately went into effect for only a few hours. After his approach stoked turmoil in financial markets, the president abruptly paused the levies, saying he would give countries time to negotiate deals that would open their markets to U.S. exports in exchange for lower tariff rates.

Over the past few months, the United States has been inundated with trade offers and announced preliminary deals with Britain, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan, the European Union and other trading partners.

Those countries have promised to purchase vast amounts of American energy and airplanes, make investments in U.S. factories and lower their barriers to U.S. farm and industrial goods, while still accepting higher tariffs on their exports. Countries that have signed deals face a 10 percent to 20 percent tariff rate when exporting to the United States, while those that do not confront levies of up to 50 percent.

The Trump administration is moving forward with other tariffs as well. It has raised the price of foreign steel, cars and copper, and taxed imports from Canada, Mexico and China over concerns about their role in the flow of fentanyl into the United States.

Altogether, the president's changes will lift U.S. tariff rates to levels not seen in a century. According to calculations by Yale Budget Lab, American consumers will face an average tariff rate of 18.3 percent, the highest since 1934, and up from an average of just 2.5 percent when Mr. Trump came into office this year. That tax increase has started to slow U.S. imports and push up the price of goods, though the changes are taking some time to take effect.

Critics say that Mr. Trump's aggressive tactics have strained longstanding U.S. alliances. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times


On Friday morning, after a weak jobs report stoked fears in financial markets, the president wrote on social media, "The good news is that tariffs are bringing Billions of Dollars into the USA!"

Trade experts emphasized that Mr. Trump's moves not only will raise the cost of bringing goods into the United States, but will make it significantly more complex to do so. Instead of having one tariff rate that generally applies when bringing in a sneaker or toaster from any W.T.O. country, the president has now assigned every country its own rate, which means a sneaker from Vietnam would be taxed at a higher rate than a sneaker from Italy.

Douglas Irwin, a trade historian at Dartmouth College, said that over the past few weeks the world had "been witnessing the greatest restructuring of U.S. trade policy since World War II."

"The United States is moving to a system where imports from different countries are assessed at widely different tariff rates, introducing a degree of discrimination across trading partners that has never been a feature of traditional U.S. tariff policy," he said.

The previous tariffs that Mr. Trump is replacing were negotiated over the past 80 years by the United States and its trading partners at the World Trade Organization and its predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

With a few exceptions, W.T.O. members agree to offer one another the same tariff rates, as a way of ensuring fairness and increasing trade. Members of the organization can still set higher tariff rates globally for industries they want to protect, and lower rates for sectors where they welcome imports. The United States, for example, has long set high tariffs on foreign pickup trucks and apparel, while charging low or zero tariffs on electronics, fish and minerals.

Over many decades, the United States worked with other countries to lower import taxes globally, believing it would increase prosperity. Since the general agreement was established after World War II, global trade has grown 45-fold, and U.S. per capita income has soared.

But the rise of factories in other countries also led to offshoring and deindustrialization. That destroyed millions of manufacturing jobs, hurt factory towns across the United States and left the United States dependent on foreign sources of medicines, semiconductors and minerals. And W.T.O. members, including the United States, proved unwilling to police trade violations from a rapidly growing China.

Those outcomes, combined with growing income inequality and a lack of opportunity for less-educated communities, fueled support for Mr. Trump's proposals to dash the existing system in favor of something totally untested. That new system will now set much higher tariffs on countries that run trade surpluses with the United States or have otherwise earned the ire of Mr. Trump.

Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative, said in a statement Thursday that the president's tariffs had "accomplished what the World Trade Organization and multilateral negotiations have not been able to achieve at scale," including market access for American exporters, increased tariffs to defend U.S. industries and investments that would create American jobs.

Speaking on Fox Business Network on Thursday morning, Peter Navarro, Mr. Trump's trade adviser, said the president was leading "a fundamental restructuring of the international trade environment" and argued that he should be up for the Nobel Prize in economics.

"The biggest market in the world has said: 'You're not going to cheat us anymore. We're going to have fair deals.'," Mr. Navarro said. "And everything he's doing has defied the critics."

Thomas Built school buses being assembled last month at a plant in High Point, N.C. The president and his economic advisers believe that tariffs will help the U.S. factory sector and create more prosperity for average Americans. Travis Dove for The New York Times


Over the past several months, Mr. Trump has, with the exception of China, been proven right that the U.S. economy is a powerful weapon to wield with its largest trading partners. Europe and Japan ultimately accepted less favorable terms to preserve access to the United States and avoid a painful trade war.

But what exactly these changes will mean for the United States and the world remains an open question. Some critics say that the tactics not only could drag on the economy, but strain longstanding American alliances and leave the country increasingly isolated.

"The United States has decided to opt out from the existing rules of the world trading system," said Alan Wolff, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics and the former deputy director general of the World Trade Organization. "Other countries are very likely to try to trade to a greater extent with each other, given the uncertainties of dealing with the United States."

Mr. Wolff said the president was correct that the United States was the world's "most desirable" market, but accounted for only about 13 percent of global trade. At least so far, no other country has followed its lead by raising tariffs. He predicted that world trade would continue to grow after the tariffs, though somewhat more slowly than it would have because of the U.S. tariffs.

Some have also questioned how permanent this new system will be, given Mr. Trump's history of scrapping deals he himself has negotiated. The details of trade agreements with many countries remain unclear, and in many cases still must be negotiated.

Mr. Trump's tariff authorities have also been challenged in U.S. courts and could be overturned in the coming months, forcing the administration to either scrap its levies or, more likely, search for new legal authorities to impose different ones.

Aaron Bartnick, a fellow at Columbia University and a former White House official, said that, for Mr. Trump, tariffs had become "the hammer for all economic and political nails."

"All of this has been done with no discernible thought to its impacts on broader great-power competition," he said. "Trump may hope that fashioning this new order will win him the Nobel Peace Prize. But American taxpayers are more likely to get higher prices and volatility."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/business/economy/trump-tariffs.html
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Cecile Dionne, Who Found Fame and Despair as a Quintuplet, Dies at 91

The Dionnes, the first quints known to have survived infancy, became a global sensation and prey for the greedy. And Cecile came to resent it all. Only one of the five now survives.

Cecile, left, and Annette Dionne in 2017, when they were the last two surviving Dionne quintuplets.  Aaron Vincent Elkaim for The New York Times



By Jane Gross



Aug 01, 2025 at 04:31 AM

Cecile Dionne, who with her siblings found fame as the first quintuplets known to have survived infancy and who, of the five, was the most outspoken about the suffocating effects of celebrity, died on Monday in Montreal. She was 91.

A family spokesman, Carlo Tarini, announced the death, in a hospital, on Thursday night.

The Dionne sisters' birth and survival in rural Ontario may have been miraculous and a balm to a beleaguered public shuffling through the depths of the Depression, but her life was miserable.

"I resented everyone for the way we were brought up," she said in an interview on her 50th birthday. "Because of the accident of birth, we were not considered people."

She and her sisters, only one of whom survives her, weighed a combined 131/2 pounds when they were born at home shortly after dawn on May 28, 1934, to a struggling and already large farm family in Corbeil, about 215 miles north of Toronto.

Within hours, The North Bay Nugget, a local newspaper, wired the news of their arrival around the world, and the Chicago World's Fair offered their father a contract to display them. The quints became more famous than Shirley Temple, a bigger tourist attraction than Niagara Falls and irresistible prey for the greedy.

Elzire Dionne and her five newborns in May 1934, about three weeks after the quints came into the world.  Associated Press


But they also became the center of a custody dispute involving their parents, the doctor who helped deliver them in the Dionnes' home, and the province of Ontario, which feared for the babies' welfare.

The parents, Oliva and Elzire Dionne, were already raising five children when the quintuplets were born, and they would have three more. Though they were not receiving relief payments from the government, as most families in the area were, the Dionnes were just scraping by in a farmhouse without electricity, according to Sarah Miller in her 2019 book, "The Miracle & Tragedy of the Dionne Quintuplets." The father, Oliva, was working as a gravel hauler.

In the end, the babies were made wards of the state and would remain so for nine years, until their parents regained custody.

As for the doctor, Allan Ray Dafoe, who arrived after midwives had delivered the first two babies and just as Cecile was entering the world, he took an instant liking to celebrity.

He teamed up with province officials to create a gilded prison for the infants, a vast compound known as Quintland. An observation balcony was built so that the girls could be viewed by tourists, who numbered as many as 6,000 a day, many of them buying bumper stickers that read, "We have seen the Dionne quintuplets." Behind a seven-foot-tall barbed-wire fence and protected from both germs and kidnappers, the babies were isolated from all companions or relatives except one another.

The Dionne quintuplets attracted thousands of tourists to Quintland, a compound constructed for them in Ontario.


Cecile and her sisters were attended by nurses, teachers and a large domestic staff. Each evening, Dr. Dafoe would telephone and bid them each good night. As they grew, the girls spoke a combination of French, English and gibberish known as Quint Talk. They wore identical clothes at all times, were wheeled around in identical wicker baby carriages and, when the time came, had identical bicycles.

News reels and magazine covers immortalized their daily baths, their simultaneous tonsillectomies, their annual five-tiered birthday cake and, being Roman Catholic, their first Holy Communion. They were visited by Clark Gable and Mae West. They met the queen of England and christened war ships.

Their likeness helped sell Quaker Oats, Carnation condensed milk, Lysol disinfectant and Colgate toothpaste. Only one person, a Toronto photographer, was allowed to photograph them. And they loved the camera, jostling for position and never needing to be told to "say cheese."

"They grew up before our very eyes," the historian Pierre Berton wrote in "The Dionne Years -- A Thirties Melodrama" (1977). "Pound by pound, inch by inch, just like our own children."

The quints, always dressed identically, became a global sensation but isolated from friends and family. From left, Annette, Cecile, Yvonne, Marie and Emilie.


Little is known about the years after the quints returned to their family in 1943 -- the same year Dr. Dafoe died, at 60. Their farmhouse was replaced by a 20-room yellow brick house, complete with utilities paid for with money from the quints' trust fund.

The girls never bonded with their eight other siblings, and they were more attached to Dr. Dafoe than to their parents. As soon as they turned 18, all of them -- Yvonne, Annette, Cecile, Emilie and Marie -- fled, four to suburban Montreal and Emilie to a convent, where she died of suffocation during a seizure when she was 20.

More heartache followed. Marie was hospitalized for depression, and her two daughters were placed in foster homes. She died at 36. Annette, with three sons, went through a divorce. So did Cecile, who by her own account had married "the first man who took me for a cup of coffee." She had five children in five years, including a set of twins, one of whom died at 15 months.

In 1995, when they were past 60, the three surviving quintuplets said in a ghostwritten book that their father had sexually abused them as teenagers -- an accusation that their other siblings denied and that some critics suggested had been motivated by a hope that the book would be a big success. It wasn't.

But the sisters had sued the province of Ontario for compensation, and after a public uproar, they received a $2.8 million settlement, which seemed to secure their financial future.

The sisters on a New York City subway train in 1950. From left, Marie, Cecile, Emilie, Annette and Yvonne. Their father, Oliva, is at right. The women at rear were unidentified. Associated Press


For Cecile, who had worked as a clerk in a supermarket, the solvency was short-lived. Her surviving twin son, Bertrand, helped her buy a duplex apartment, where they lived together for a few years. Then, with Cecile's health beginning to fail, Bertrand sold the home and moved his mother to a high-end senior residence. But he stopped paying the monthly fees in 2010 and disappeared without a trace.

Impoverished, hobbled after a hip replacement and with failing eyesight because of macular degeneration, Cecile was forced into a shabby old-age home, again a ward of the state. Annette helped her by buying a refrigerator for her room and paying for haircuts. The sisters talked several times a day and, as always, completed each other's sentences.

Besides her sister Annette, Ms. Dionne is survived by three children, Claude, Patrice and Elisabeth Langlois, and two grandchildren.

But an Iowa family, the McCaugheys and their septuplets, born in 1997, arguably were the beneficiaries of the Dionnes' legacy. The surviving Dionne sisters wrote them a cautionary letter, which was printed in Time magazine. It warned the McCaughey parents that "multiple births should not be confused with entertainment, nor should they be an opportunity to sell products."

"Our lives have been ruined by the exploitation we suffered," the Dionnes continued. "If this letter changes the course of events for these newborns, then perhaps our lives will have served a higher purpose."

Jane Gross, a former reporter for The New York Times, died in 2022. Ian Austen contributed reporting.
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'Can We Extradite Him?' How U.S. Officials Grappled With the Release of a Triple Murderer

The decision to free an American convicted of murder in a prisoner swap with Venezuela threatened to undercut President Trump's claims of keeping the worst of the worst out of the United States.

Michael Kozak, a senior State Department diplomat, wondered in an email exchange whether, having obtained the freedom of Dahud Hanid Ortiz, a U.S. Army veteran convicted of murdering three people in Madrid in 2016, the U.S. government might extradite him to Spain. Roberto Schmidt/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Hamed Aleaziz, Julie Turkewitz and Jose Bautista
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Aug 01, 2025 at 05:02 PM

By the time the United States was extracting a group of Americans and legal U.S. residents from a prison in Venezuela last month, some State Department officials had come to an uncomfortable realization.

One of the prisoners had been convicted of murdering three people in Spain in 2016. And soon he would be on his way home, having his photo taken alongside those deemed by the United States to have been wrongfully imprisoned in Venezuela.

How were they going to explain that to the American people?

On July 18, the day of the prisoner release, U.S. officials tried to figure out whether and how to acknowledge that Washington was bringing home Dahud Hanid Ortiz, whose case seemed to undercut President Trump's claims of keeping the worst of the worst out of the United States.

In an internal email exchange that was obtained by The New York Times, State Department officials debated whether to include Mr. Hanid Ortiz in a public statement to be published that afternoon about the people being released, 10 including him.

"We had understood that we don't want to refer to him as a hostage or wrongfully detained, which is why we said nine," a press official wrote.

Michael Kozak, the career official who oversees diplomacy in the Western Hemisphere, replied: "Well then we probably should not have asked for him. Can we now extradite him to Spain? We did get the S.O.B. released."

Finally, Mr. Kozak made the decision to include him: "Well I would stick with 10 as we did ask for and receive 10." He added that the fact that at least one "is a bum does not change that fact."

That afternoon, Secretary of State Marco Rubio released a statement saying that Mr. Trump's leadership had led to the release of the "10 Americans."

"Every wrongfully detained American in Venezuela is now free and back in our homeland," Mr. Rubio said in the statement.

At some point, however, U.S. officials started referring to "nine" people instead of 10.

In a statement, an official from the State Department said: "We do not comment on allegedly 'leaked' emails. We are very pleased that nine innocent, wrongfully detained Americans have been freed from Venezuela. The Trump administration is committed to law and order; violators will be held accountable for their crimes."

Mr. Rubio was not included in the email conversation about how to identify Mr. Hanid Ortiz.

Mr. Hanid Ortiz, in the back row on the right, in a blue cap with flag in hand, standing with the other U.S. citizens and permanent residents released from Venezuela. John McNamara, a State Department official, stands in the middle. Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs


The State Department has not responded to questions about why the administration decided to include Mr. Hanid Ortiz among those freed from Venezuelan detention, whether it was an oversight or purposeful, and when exactly they learned about his record.

Mr. Hanid Ortiz, 54, a citizen of the United States and Venezuela, is now living as a free man in the United States, according to two people with knowledge of the case.

A 19-year U.S. Army veteran who served for a year in Iraq, Mr. Hanid Ortiz was expelled from the military after pleading guilty to fraud and larceny.

In 2016, according to Venezuelan court documents, he sought to kill a lawyer in Madrid who he believed had a relationship with his wife. When he arrived at the lawyer's office he killed two women there, as well as a man he mistakenly believed was the lawyer.

The deaths were violent, according to an extradition request by the Spanish government that was included in the Venezuelan records. One woman was killed with a large knife or machete. Another was likely killed with an iron bar. Afterward, Mr. Hanid Ortiz fled to Germany and eventually to Venezuela.

The Venezuelan Constitution does not allow the extradition of its citizens, so he was tried in Venezuela, found guilty and sentenced to three decades in prison in 2023.

Now that Mr. Hanid Ortiz is in the United States, Manuel Olle Sese, a professor of International Criminal Law at the Complutense University of Madrid, said that he believed Spain had the legal ability to extradite him.

"The murderer is convicted in Venezuela, but has not served his sentence," he said, "so Spain could prosecute him since it would be an exception to the principle of 'ne bis in idem,' that is, double jeopardy."

A person at the Spanish attorney general's office who was not authorized to speak publicly said that the office's criminal cooperation unit was studying the case.
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A Funeral Shines a Light on the Bangladeshis Thriving in the N.Y.P.D.

At least 1,000 of the department's 34,000 officers belong to the Bangladeshi American Police Association. They are members of the latest immigrant group to join the force.

Bangladeshi officers have an outsized presence in the New York Police Department. Amir Hamja for The New York Times



By Maia Coleman



Aug 01, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Inside a three-story Bronx mosque, dozens of Police Department officers sat cross-legged on the floor. They were silent during a somber occasion: the funeral of one of their colleagues, who had been killed in his uniform, just days before.

The slain officer, Didarul Islam, was shot on Monday night after a gunman entered a Park Avenue office building and sprayed bullets across the lobby and then a floor upstairs, killing four people.

The killing of Detective Islam, who was awarded a posthumous promotion, has ripped through the Police Department with ferocity. But the death had a particular resonance for the department's fast-growing community of Bangladeshi American officers. Detective Islam immigrated from Bangladesh about 16 years ago.

In the past decade, the number of Bangladeshi Americans who have flocked to the Police Department's ranks has exploded, marking the latest chapter in the long story of immigrant groups who have found a home -- and a foothold in America -- in the nation's largest police department.

"Being police officers, it's a way to help the New Yorkers, to help the community," Sergeant Ershadur Siddique, president of the Bangladeshi American Police Association, said in an interview.

"It's to show that we are part of America, we are part of New York City, and being a police officer in New York City -- it's known in the world that we're the best in the world -- so it brings pride," he said.

The association, one of many fraternal organizations within the department, now includes nearly 1,000 of the roughly 34,000 uniformed members of the force. Among them are an inspector and four captains, as well as 1,500 civilians who work for the department, making it the second fastest-growing fraternal organization, according to a spokesman for the organization.

Many Bangladeshi Americans have also found work as traffic enforcement agents, a job that Detective Islam himself often encouraged residents in his Bronx neighborhood to consider, according to a neighbor.

Didarul Islam's funeral played out in the Bangladeshi enclave of Parkchester in the Bronx. Vincent Alban/The New York Times


The Police Department has long served as a harbor for immigrants in New York who are seeking good pay, security and benefits. Irish Americans for years made up such a large portion of the department's total personnel, including numerous police commissioners, that they came to stand for the face of the force.

But the department, once known for being overwhelmingly white, has steadily diversified over the decades.

Nearly 12 percent of uniformed officers are Asian, a figure closely mirroring the percentage of the city's total population, according to the U.S. census and Police Department data. Thirty-three percent of uniformed officers are Hispanic and 17 percent are Black. Among civilian Police Department employees, 17 percent are Asian and 45 percent are Black.

The force's immigrant and minority fraternal groups have also grown in number. Today they include the New York Dominican Officers Organization, the fastest-growing group, and the Pakistani American Law Enforcement Society, among numerous others.

The Bangladeshi American Police Association was founded in 2015 with a mission of fostering upward mobility within the department, recruiting new officers and building connections with the city's wider Bangladeshi American community, which itself has nearly tripled to more than 100,000 New Yorkers in the past decade.

In recent decades, New York City has seen an influx in immigrants from the region, a densely populated and predominantly Muslim country to the east of India. The country was formerly known as East Pakistan and came into being when the two parts of Pakistan split after a bitter war.

Their community has expanded into new neighborhoods, establishing businesses and houses of worship and bringing with them a cuisine of milky teas and fuchka, a fried Bengali snack containing chickpeas and potatoes. In 2022, a corner in Brooklyn's Kensington neighborhood was designated "Little Bangladesh."

In recent years, in addition to those who turned to police work, some young Bangladeshi Americans have made inroads into politics, and others have swapped construction work, once a primary trade, for other employment, like food delivery or Uber driving.

Those who are employed by the Police Department founded their fraternal association in part to combat Islamophobia that ran rampant in the United States in the wake of 9/11, according to one of its founders, Shamsul Haque. It was started to "dispel the misconception that you are Muslim and there is somehow a connection to terrorism," Mr. Haque said on Wednesday during a news conference with Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee for mayor.

That mission remained especially resonant on Monday. In the hours following the Midtown shooting, there was a torrent of misinformation online declaring the massacre an act of Islamic terrorism and blaming Mr. Mamdani, who, like Detective Islam, is Muslim.

The association's membership, which numbered around 120 at the time of its formation a decade ago, has grown exponentially thanks to two main factors, Sergeant Siddique said: recruitment drives and word of mouth. Members invite residents to see the benefits of joining the department.

"It's a career, it's a lifestyle," Sergeant Siddique said. "So instead of outside, you go inside to help your own community. It's a noble, noble cause."

Such community-level outreach has become especially important in recent years, with the Police Department grappling with a staffing shortage, as officers retire or resign and fewer applicants sign up to take the police exam.

For many of the association's members, the killing of Detective Islam has been felt deeply and doubly -- the loss of a fellow service member joined with the loss of a compatriot.

The Police Department has provided a foothold for a succession of ethnic groups. Bangladeshis are the latest. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


"I speak as someone who feels like a family member grieving," Mr. Haque, the association's founder, said on Wednesday during the news conference. "More than a fellow officer, he was one of us, and losing him feels like losing a brother."

For many in the Bangladeshi American community, his death has also elicited warring emotions, with officers and civilians saying they feel suspended between pride for his heroism and overwhelming pain at his loss.

"He died in the line of defense. That's a very honorable death," said Hossain Mohd, an engineer who is Bangladeshi and came to watch the transfer of Detective Islam's body from the medical examiner's office to the Parkchester Jame Masjid on Tuesday. "He did something for the country, that's something to be proud of."

Officer Mohammad Salam, who grew up with Detective Islam in the same neighborhood in Bangladesh and worked with him years later at the 47th Precinct, was also at the mosque.

After the transfer of Detective Islam's body, he stood outside its doors in a sea of loved ones and fellow officers and recalled his fallen friend with emotion.

"I'm really proud of him. He was a great kid," Officer Salam said.

Detective Islam, he said, had embodied the best of the Bangladeshi community in the force.

"They try to help the community, they try to improve their lifestyle," he said, adding: "They also make their family proud."

Anusha Bayya and Wesley Parnell contributed reporting.
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Fleeing Domestic Violence, and the Russian Advance

"I wanted something decent," said a woman at a shelter near Ukraine's border with Russia. "But this is how it turned out."

Nina Holubieva with her newborn son at a shelter for domestic violence survivors in Sumy, Ukraine, last month.



By Kim Barker and Sara Cincurova
Photographs by Oksana Parafeniuk
Reporting from Sumy, Ukraine


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Poor and pregnant, the woman moved into Room 4 of the shelter in early May with her 9-year-old son. She had escaped her abusive husband. But now, the Russians were coming.

For vulnerable women near the front lines like Nina Holubieva, the women's shelter in Sumy, Ukraine, near the Russian border, has become a last resort, a refuge from abusive men that also takes in vulnerable poor mothers. Yet even as they flee violence at home, the women are desperate to escape the encroaching war outside. As the Russians started pushing into the Sumy region this spring, that became much harder.

"I wanted a family, I wanted something decent," said Ms. Holubieva, 37, who on a recent Saturday wore a donated shirt proclaiming "Victoria's Secret Angel" and a tangle of dark hair pulled back in a ponytail. "But this is how it turned out."

Russian troops first crossed this border in January, part of their effort to drive Ukrainian troops out of the neighboring Kursk region of Russia. Now, Russian soldiers are about 13 miles from Sumy, a city of about 256,000, even as Ukrainian officials say troops have stalled their advance.

Damaged buildings near the shelter in Sumy.


Explosions shake the windows and doors of the shelter, the Mother and Child Center, almost every day. A nearby building no longer has a wall; from the street, you can see a pink-tiled bathroom on the top floor and a cracked hallway mirror, reflecting the gray sky.

The closest bomb shelter is two doors away, so Ms. Holubieva and the other mothers here move into the hallway when things get really bad. Having a second wall for protection is better than nothing.

"In the evenings, the attacks begin, they're shooting, missiles are intercepted overhead," said Tetiana Beres, 42, the shelter's director, who lives in Sumy with her husband and 14-year-old daughter. As she spoke, blast waves shook the walls.

"I think maybe I should leave," she said. "Then again, I ask myself -- where would I even go?"

She added, "It's terrifying to stay, and it's also difficult to leave."

"In the evenings, the attacks begin, they're shooting, missiles are intercepted overhead," said Tetiana Beres, 42, the director of the Sumy shelter.


The shelter caters to women who have been beaten by partners; it also takes in women who've been beaten down by life. Every region in Ukraine is supposed to have a government-funded shelter, but funding has dwindled since Russia launched its full-scale invasion in February 2022, Ms. Beres said.

Demand in Sumy for the shelter, which can hold only six women and their children before doubling up families in rooms, is always high. Since the invasion, the need has increased, especially in the last six months.

"My children are now scared even when they play games with shooting sounds," said Alina Serdiuk, 30, who moved to the shelter with her two sons in late May. "They won't play online games that involve weapons. If they hear a sound like 'bang-bang,' they get frightened. Even a car backfiring or a door slamming makes them jump."

Domestic violence rates have increased in Ukraine, a likely result of both the stress of the war and a growing realization that such abuse is wrong, experts say. Domestic violence was criminalized in Ukraine in 2019; while certain cases could be prosecuted before then, the punishment was mainly fines and community service. In 2021, the year before the invasion, the Office of the Prosecutor General registered about 4,800 cases of domestic violence in Ukraine. In 2024, there were 8,900.

It was impossible to independently confirm the stories of the women staying in the Sumy shelter. Records are scarce; many of the potential crimes described by the women were never reported to the police or investigated.

But Ms. Beres, the shelter's director, confirmed that Ms. Holubieva had talked about her previous abuse and that she had been forced to evacuate her town because of the Russians' advance. A shelter intake form said she suffered from "difficult life circumstances," including the threat of violence.

Another woman, Yuliia, 41, said she and her two daughters once lived with her husband and her father in a village about seven miles from Sumy. She did not want her last name used in this article because she worried about possible retaliation.

Whenever she heard a drone buzz outside -- which has happened more frequently in the past year -- she shielded her children, ages 1 and 10, with pillows, she said. She stacked bags of clothing near the windows. She took down the glass chandelier.

Alina Serdiuk, 30, with one of her children in the corridor of the shelter.


None of that helped with her husband, she said.

Yuliia said she was the product of generations of abuse, going back to her grandfather.

"I grew up with this violence, and now my daughters are growing up with it too," Yuliia said.

On April 6, she said, her husband was drunk at 9 a.m., and she poured an open beer on him. He started hitting her, she recalled. They screamed at each other, and then Yuliia's father said she needed to be tied up, because she was out of control. She said the men tried to smother her with a pillow, as her children watched. Eventually, Yuliia escaped and called for help. She was taken to the hospital.

That day, the police brought her to the shelter, Ms. Beres said, adding that Yuliia had bruises on her neck and face. A shelter intake form said Yuliia was "a survivor of domestic violence" who needed help "addressing emotional trauma caused by abuse." Her daughters were later brought to the shelter as well.

Playing in the shelter.


"My first impression was peace, that no one would hurt me here anymore," Yuliia recalled. "That was the greatest thing -- protection and normal living conditions for me and my children."

A week later, the Russians sent two ballistic missiles into central Sumy, according to the Sumy City Council, killing 34 people, some of whom were friends of Yuliia, riding a bus on their way to church.

The shelter has little money. The women who come here are often poor, yet have to find and prepare their own food.

Ms. Holubieva, who is caring for her 9-year-old son and newborn, has few resources.

Her village of Bilopillia, which once had 15,600 residents but has largely emptied out, is about six miles from the Russian border. When Ms. Holubieva was 16, her parents died; she raised two siblings in a one-room apartment provided by the government. Ms. Holubieva, who left school after the ninth grade, married a man she met when she was 25. They had a son.

Eventually, she said, her husband started to abuse her and her child.

After the Russians invaded, everything got worse.

"My son is terrified of shelling," Ms. Holubieva said. "As soon as he hears explosions, he hides and cries."

Ms. Holubieva with her two sons, outside the shelter.


She said the police helped her leave two years ago. The couple divorced, she said. She has no idea where her former husband is now.

Ms. Holubieva worked as a street cleaner, earning the equivalent of $158 a month to sweep up trash and scrub up the blood after bombings. She said she helped remove the bodies of victims. The hardest part of the job, she said, was seeing dead children.

Last year, she met a man who had fled a town even closer to the fighting, and became pregnant.

Home was no refuge. Blasts blew out her windows last December. She put up plastic sheeting, and she and her son wore several layers of clothes to be able to sleep in the winter. In the spring, another blast blew out the plastic sheeting she put up.

Ms. Holubieva was reluctant to evacuate because despite everything, Bilopillia is the only home she has ever known. But she had to, she said, because of her pregnancy and her other son, leaving her boyfriend behind. She said that she had a healthy relationship with him, and that they were still together.

Three weeks after arriving at the women's shelter, she was rushed to a nearby hospital. In the basement maternity ward, which doubles as a bomb shelter, she gave birth to a boy at 8:10 a.m. on a Monday. She isn't producing milk; shelter staff are buying her formula out of their own pockets.

"Having a child is happiness, even during the war, but I still worry because he's so small," she said. "I worry a lot."

Liubov Sholudko and Oleksandra Mykolyshyn contributed reporting.
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Lesotho Dispatch


How the Threat of Trump's Highest Tariff Derailed an African Nation

The president backed off his call for a 50 percent tariff on Lesotho, imposing 15 percent instead. But in a country where most people live hand-to-mouth, the damage was already done.

Neo Makhera, standing at right in the hooded sweatshirt, keeping warm while selling items in the street in Maseru, Lesotho. She lost her sewing job in April.



By John Eligon
Visuals by Joao Silva
Reporting from Maseru, Lesotho


Aug 01, 2025 at 08:11 AM

The sprawling textile factory in the mountainous African nation of Lesotho was a deserted clutter. Colorful fabrics were splayed all over, hundreds of sewing machines sat idle, dozens of gray Reebok jerseys were piled on a table.

Outside, beneath a frostbitten sunrise, women wrapped in blankets jostled for a position at the gates of nearby factories still in business, hoping to get selected for at least a day's work.

About a 15-minute drive away from this cluster of factories, Mathuso Tau rose in her three-room cinder block house, racked with anxiety after losing her textile job last month.

With school fees to pay for her daughter, a college graduation outfit to buy for her son and nothing but a pot of white rice for lunch and dinner, she downed a set of pills prescribed for pains that have gripped her chest since she was laid off.

Mathuso Tau, right, at her home in Maseru, on Monday. "It's not the life I'm used to, begging for things," said Ms. Tau, who was laid off from her textile job. "It's painful."


In the face of a 50 percent U.S. tariff, work orders have dried up at Lesothos's textile factories, which are crucial to its economy. 


"It's not the life I'm used to, begging for things," said Ms. Tau, 51. "It's painful."

She blamed her suffering and job loss on one man: America's president.

Weeks after deriding Lesotho, a snowcapped southern African nation of 2.3 million people, as a place that no one had ever heard of, President Trump made the country famous by announcing in April he would slap it with the highest tariff any nation would face: 50 percent.

The announcement sent panic through this impoverished country that exports most of its textiles duty-free to the United States, and where textiles account for nearly 90 percent of industrial jobs.

While the tariff rate ultimately announced Thursday night for Lesotho was 15 percent, not 50 percent, a lot of the damage was already done.

Perhaps nowhere else on the planet has the impact of the mere threat of tariffs been more visible than in Maseru, Lesotho's capital and manufacturing hub, where companies like Walmart, JCPenney, Levi's and even the Trump brand get clothes produced to sell in the United States.

The looming 50 percent tariff led many American companies to stop placing orders. That led some factories to shut down part or all of their production, leading to thousands of layoffs that devastated low-wage workers who live hand-to-mouth and have gone weeks or months without a stable income.

Video: 



Fewer workers means fewer customers for people hawking oranges, candy and cellphone cases on Maseru's hilly streets; fewer people paying for rides in the hatchback taxis that locals call four-plus-one; and fewer people paying rent. Almost everyone is struggling. 

In ordinary times, Maseru's residents greet the month's end with an exhale, collecting their salaries and sometimes treating themselves to a little splurge. The Lapeng Bar and Restaurant in downtown Maseru usually draws crowds indulging in Maluti Premium Lager and tripe stew.

But the end of July had been eliciting dread.

Dread that their children might not be allowed to attend school next week, without enough money to pay their fees. And that they'll fall further behind on bills. And that they'll need to rely on family and friends to purchase food so they can eat more than once a day.

"We are just hoping the Messiah can come," said Solong Senohe, the secretary general of Unite, a Lesotho textile worker's union.

For many people, like Neo Makhera, it was already too late for divine intervention.

Ms. Makhera at home with her son in Maseru. She had to take him out of school when she could no longer afford the fees after being laid off.


With textile factories so important to the economy, almost everyone in Lesotho is struggling.


On Tuesday afternoon she huddled around a fire at the side of a road, selling loose cigarettes and vegetables. She's been doing this, and offering to wash her neighbors' laundry, since April when she lost her job sewing Reebok T-shirts and shorts.

The 128 rand (about $7) a day she made at the factory was life changing as a single mother. With that money, Ms. Makhera, 30, was able to rent a one-room dwelling with a dirt floor and white kitchen cabinets, buy a month's worth of groceries and pay about $22 a month to send her 2-year-old son to school.

He's back home now because she can no longer afford the fee. And her new enterprises are struggling. Plenty of pedestrians and cars buzzed past her makeshift stall, but no one stopped to buy anything. She's lucky to earn more than $1 each day.

Government officials in Lesotho (pronounced LEH-soo-too) fear the repercussions if tens of thousands of Basotho -- as locals are called -- suffer a similar fate. Employing more than 33,000 people at the start of the year, most of them women, the textile industry is the largest private employer in a country where nearly a third of the population is unemployed and about half live in poverty.


Video: 


There is a sense of betrayal among some in Lesotho who say the very country that helped their textile industry grow into a success was the one that threatened to kill it. More than two decades ago, the U.S. Congress passed a law allowing some products from many African nations to be imported into America without tariffs -- legislation that led to Lesotho's textile boom.

Officials in Lesotho have argued the arrangement is a win-win. American consumers get low-priced goods while Lesotho's economy gets a jolt. But Mr. Trump had pointed to America's trade deficit with the country -- the U.S. imported more than $235 million worth of goods from Lesotho last year, while Lesotho imported less than $3 million from the U.S. -- as a raw deal.

Not all Lesotho's manufacturers are stalled. Just around the corner from one deserted factory, it's a different world.

At Quantum Apparel, the factory floors are buzzing with the hum of sewing machines, the puff of irons and the slashing of fabric. Quantum produces almost all of its clothes for South Africa, which surrounds Lesotho. That has kept it running at full capacity through the tariff announcement.

Women seeking work gathered outside the Quantum textile factory gates in Maseru on Wednesday.


The Quantum factory has stayed busy because it produces almost all its clothes for South Africa, which surrounds Lesotho.


But that does not mean it is immune to the consequences.

The factory gets more orders than it can handle, so it outsources some production to other factories. But with some of its partners closing, several Quantum workers were busy on a recent morning clearing out what had been a storage area and setting up new work stations with sewing machines. The company was creating a new production line to bring some outsourced jobs back in house.

Word had spread that Quantum would need workers for its new line. So dozens of women gathered around the factory gate one morning, most of them eventually leaving disappointed.

Taking in the scene, Mahlompho Nkemele knew the feeling.

After more than 30 years working at various factories, she was laid off last month from a textile plant. On top of that, her other primary source of income has suffered, she said. She has nine rooms that she rents out, mostly to factory workers. Currently, only three are occupied. And she has had to cut the monthly rent in half, to about $11.

Video: 

Video: 


So she's been forced to pivot to her newest enterprise: three buckets with fried chicken feet, potatoes and bread that she sells to factory workers. The money isn't as much or as stable as factory work, Ms. Nkemele, 54, said. But she is satisfied that she has something.

For others, the outlook is more grim.

One recent evening, Mpho, 36, posted up between a snack stand and a government building on a downtown Maseru street with no lights. After losing her job ironing and folding T-shirts at a textile plant in January, she turned to prostitution at the suggestion of a friend.

The earnings are inconsistent -- she can make just over $20 for a full night with a client -- but have been enough to pay her rent and buy groceries for her three children. Still, Mpho, who asked to be identified only by her first name for her safety, said she'd return to a factory job in a heartbeat.

Although she was laid off before Mr. Trump's tariff announcement, the direction the industry has gone since then gives her little hope, she said.

"It's very stressful," Mpho said. "There are a whole lot of us not working, and we are breadwinners looking after a lot of people."

There is a sense of betrayal among some in Lesotho who say the very country that helped their textile industry grow into a success is the one threatening to kill it now.


Zimasa Matiwane contributed reporting from Johannesburg.
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News Analysis


Corruption Scandal Puts Mexico's President on Defense Against Trump

Mexico's president, battling U.S. accusations that the cartels have gripped her government, is facing a scandal in which two former officials are on the run and their old boss is now a top senator.

Adan Augusto Lopez Hernandez when he was Mexico's interior minister. He is at the center of a scandal around men he appointed to security positions in Tabasco State when he was governor. Luis Cortes/Reuters



By Maria Abi-Habib and Paulina Villegas



Aug 01, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Two former officials are on the run, accused of secretly leading a criminal group. Their old boss, now a powerful senator in the president's party, is being grilled over what he knew. 

And the timing could not be worse for Mexico's president, who faces the corruption scandal as President Trump doubles down on accusations that drug cartels have the Mexican government in their grip.

At the scandal's center is the senator, Adan Augusto Lopez Hernandez, a former interior minister and governor of Tabasco State, and a close confidant of former President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. Two men Mr. Lopez appointed in Tabasco, a secretary of security and state police chief, are now wanted by the Mexican government and Interpol, facing charges of leading a criminal group involved in drug trafficking. 

Mr. Lopez has not been accused of any crimes, and President Claudia Sheinbaum and her ruling party, Morena, have closed ranks behind him. 

But the case strikes at the heart of one of Mr. Trump's most sensitive accusations: that Mexico's political elite is unwilling to purge itself of the corruption that has long provided the cartels cover and impunity. The Mexican government has denied those allegations.

The scandal comes after Mr. Trump pushed Ms. Sheinbaum to allow U.S. troops to deploy inside Mexico to combat the cartels. Although the United States and Mexico on Thursday extended trade talks, Mr. Trump has repeatedly threatened steep tariffs to pressure Mexico into doing more against cartels and drug trafficking.

"This marks a turning point for Sheinbaum's administration," said Sergio Aguayo, a Mexican analyst. "It comes at a moment when Washington has shifted away from its previous tacit support for the political class in Mexico and is now demanding action against collusion between politicians, criminals and business elites."

The Mexican government argues that it is, in fact, taking serious action. 

Ms. Sheinbaum adopted an aggressive security approach, deploying hundreds of troops to confront the Sinaloa Cartel, one of the world's largest fentanyl producers.

Members of the Mexican Navy personnel guarding a crime scene in Culiacan, Sinaloa, in June. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


The strategy has shown signs of success, with the cartel weaker and fentanyl seizures on the U.S.-Mexican border down 30 percent.

But despite that progress, the case of the Tabasco officials has undermined Ms. Sheinbaum's vows to defeat the cartels by all means necessary, including rooting out corruption at the highest levels of power. The Morena party has always distanced itself from its rivals by promising zero tolerance for graft or impunity within its own ranks.

And what Mr. Lopez knew about his security chiefs and when remains a mystery.

The scandal first began to emerge in 2022, when a group hacked the Defense Ministry, releasing some four million emails. The trove contained a military investigation in 2019 that detailed how Mr. Lopez -- then Tabasco's governor -- had filled top security posts with officials linked to a criminal group, called La Barredora. 

At the time of the leak, Mr. Lopez was serving as interior minister, and denied any wrongdoing. But Tabasco's secretary of security, Hernan Bermudez Requena, remained in his position, only stepping down last year.

Despite the military's 2019 report, Mexico's attorney general only opened an investigation this year. Mexican officials confirmed last month that Mr. Bermudez was wanted for arrest, thrusting his former boss back into the spotlight.

The case may demonstrate a break between Ms. Sheinbaum and her mentor, Mr. Lopez Obrador. During his six-year term, violence skyrocketed across Mexico and cartels expanded their territory as he pursued a "hugs not bullets" strategy, directing less government confrontation of criminal groups and more social spending. 

Under Ms. Sheinbaum, homicides have started to drop, earning her praise from the public and many experts.

"Mexico is not a narco-state, Mexico is not a failed state. Mexico has failed parts, but it also has millions of people working to fix it," said Viridiana Rios, a political analyst. "Believing that every politician is in bed with narcos is not only a disservice to what Sheinbaum and others are doing every day to fight cartels but a fantastical and overly simplistic view of reality."

President Claudia Sheinbaum of Mexico at her daily news conference in Mexico City on Thursday. Alfredo Estrella/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Ms. Sheinbaum has so far dodged answering specific questions about what Mr. Lopez might have known. Morena declared its support for Mr. Lopez last month, although the investigations into his former aides remain open.

But the scandal highlights the growing ideological divide within the party, according to Ms. Rios, with some party figures calling for him to be held accountable.

When the party rallied around Mr. Lopez last month, a Morena leader gave an impassioned speech about how "we aren't the same," claiming the moral high ground on corruption compared to Mexico's other parties.

But critics say Mr. Lopez's case may prove that Morena is not so different, in some respects.

"Morena's whole ethos is: We are different, we aren't the same as the others, we are better," Juan Pablo Spinetto, a Bloomberg Opinion columnist, said in an interview. 

"But Morena has been in power for a while now and they dominate all levels of government," he added. "And when there is wrongdoing at the top levels of government and it is ignored, you can't keep saying, 'But we are different.'" 
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Sneaking Into the Spy Museum's New Vault

For years, the more than 10,000 items in the International Spy Museum's collection were stored at a location outside Washington. That changed this summer.

A pigeon carrying a World War I-era film camera is among the thousands of objects in the collection of the International Spy Museum in Washington.



By Sopan Deb
Visuals by Alyssa Schukar
Reporting from Washington


Jul 31, 2025 at 05:01 AM

To get into the International Spy Museum's new fourth-floor vault, we bore a hole in the ceiling, lowered ourselves using a rope and put a guard to sleep with a drug-tipped dart after taking down the surveillance camera with just two keystrokes.

OK, they just let us in.

The museum, which opened in the Penn Quarter neighborhood of Washington in 2002 and moved to a bigger space in L'Enfant Plaza in 2019, has more than 10,000 objects in its collection, including statues, pens, disguises, listening devices and books used all over the world in the service of professional espionage.





 Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times



Among the items in the vault are suitcases, radios, disguises and a mini-motorcycle that British spies could unfold in seconds after parachuting behind German lines during World War II.

As with most museums, a vast majority of those objects are not on display. And until a few weeks ago, they were far away, stored at a location outside the capital -- making it a challenge for museum historians to reach the objects for study and preservation.

In 2020, the museum began consolidating its collection in its new building, a project that it completed this year.

Many of the artifacts in the vault came from one man: H. Keith Melton, a founding board member of the museum, who became one of the world's renowned spy collectors. He is not a former intelligence agent himself; rather, he made his money as one of the country's largest McDonald's franchise owners. A condition of his donation, which he first pledged in 2016, was that the collection would eventually be moved to the museum itself, Mr. Melton said.

"To properly care for, maintain, catalog, access the artifacts, they needed to be on the premises," Mr. Melton said in an interview. "You can't deal with it remotely. Artifacts need care and feeding and vigilance, and they need to make sure they're not deteriorating."

Video: 

Until a few weeks ago, most of the museum's collection -- thousands of artifacts including statues, pens, disguises, listening devices and books -- had been stored outside Washington.

The collections team at the International Spy Museum recently opened the doors to its den of secrets, offering a reporter and photographer a look at tools of the trade that, like much of spycraft itself, are kept out of public view.

"Per Ardua Libertas," a World War II-era briefing book created by MI9, a wartime branch of British intelligence, is the most treasured in the museum's collection. 


There are roughly 4,000 books in the vault, most of them donated by Mr. Melton. The most treasured of these is a World War II-era briefing book created by MI9, a wartime branch of British intelligence, to get Americans up to speed on its top secret espionage innovations. It includes designs for cameras disguised as cigarette lighters, coat buttons and gold teeth concealing compasses, and maps printed on clothing.

Laura Hicken, the museum's collections manager, estimated that there were fewer than 20 copies of this book in the world.

"There are a lot of challenging elements to our collection because so much of it was meant to kill or destroy or distract," said Laura Hicken, the museum's collections manager. Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times


Among the museum's newest acquisitions are original courtroom sketches by William Sharp, the illustrator who died in 1961. One is of Rudolf Abel, the Soviet spy who operated undercover in the United States for almost a decade and who was portrayed by Mark Rylance in the 2015 Steven Spielberg thriller "Bridge of Spies." In the drawings, Mr. Sharp portrayed Mr. Abel as looking stressed.

William Sharp's courtroom sketches of the trial of Rudolf Abel, a Soviet spy shown standing at right, are housed in the museum's vault.


"For us, where so much of our history is told through gadgets and weapons and concealment devices, this is so incredibly personal and such an intimate look into the consequences of the things we cover," Ms. Hicken said, referring to the sketch.

(The museum, which is recognized by Guinness World Records as the world's largest espionage museum, has come under criticism in the past for sanitizing the unethical behavior of spy agencies.)

Another set of Sharp-penned sketches is from the trial of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, who were arrested in 1950 for espionage and executed in 1953. The drawings feature Judge Irving R. Kaufman, who sentenced them to death, and an unguarded Ethel Rosenberg, whose culpability has come under doubt in the last decade.

A code sheet and a pen capable of injecting a paralyzing agent are among the items on loan from the South Korean government, which said they were seized from a North Korean spy.


The Spy Museum has also received gifts and loans from international governments. The South Korean government, for example, lent items said to have been seized from a North Korean spy who crossed into the south. Among these is a pen that, when clicked a certain way, would have been capable of injecting a paralyzing agent into an unsuspecting victim, as well as a code sheet that spies could use to communicate with someone equipped with a counter code sheet.

A World War II-era German propaganda rocket containing leaflets encouraging Russian soldiers to abandon Stalin.


The German government lent an army propaganda rocket from the early 1940s. These were launched over Russian soldiers on the battlefield, where they would eject pamphlets encouraging them to abandon Stalin.

According to a translation, the pamphlets inside the rocket say: "Red Army men! You will not experience peace, you will not return to your home. Stalin will not allow this because he knows that any Red Army soldier who has been in Europe will pose a threat to the Stalinist system."

A couch that once belonged to Robert P. Hanssen, a former F.B.I. agent who spied for Moscow during and after the Cold War, sits atop a shelf in the vault. Alyssa Schukar for The New York Times


Sitting on top of a large shelf is a couch that belonged to Robert P. Hanssen, a former F.B.I. agent who spied for Moscow off and on for decades. Mr. Hanssen died in 2023 in his Colorado prison cell. Mr. Melton also convinced Mr. Hanssen's family to donate other items, including a suit and watches.

A short, heavy fighting knife called a smatchet was used during World War II by British and American forces.


The museum has no shortage of knives, some of which are hidden in spatulas and boots. But there are less subtle blades, including one developed by the Office of Strategic Services, a precursor to the C.I.A., to be a combat weapon.

"There are a lot of challenging elements to our collection because so much of it was meant to kill or destroy or distract," Ms. Hicken said. "We have powders that were meant to be tipped into gas tanks that would essentially erode the gas tank very quickly so you could disable somebody's vehicle."

A display delves into the history Tony Mendez, the C.I.A. officer known for orchestrating the rescue of American diplomats from Iran in 1980.


Also in the vault are several items that once belonged to Tony Mendez, the celebrated C.I.A. officer who was played by Ben Affleck in the 2012 Academy Award-winning movie "Argo." Mr. Mendez was particularly known for disguises, exfiltration and forgery. One drawer in the vault includes wigs he designed and a pair of shoes with lifts inside to make the wearer appear significantly taller. In addition, there's a self-portrait of Mr. Mendez, a former board member of the museum, depicting several aspects of the "Argo" story, which involved Mr. Mendez's plan to rescue American diplomats trapped in Iran in 1980.

"Everything in our collection is two things," Ms. Hicken said. "The purse actually conceals a camera. The pen conceals a microdot viewer. The shoe has a knife in it."
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'Hot Wasps' Found at Nuclear Facility in South Carolina

Four radioactive wasp nests may indicate previously undetected environmental contamination at the decades-old Savannah River Site. Here's what to know.

Workers with the Department of Energy decommissioning the heavy water components test reactor of the Savannah River Site in Aiken, S.C., in 2011. U.S. Department of Energy



By Emily Anthes



Aug 01, 2025 at 06:54 PM

Four radioactive wasp nests have been discovered at a South Carolina nuclear facility, according to federal officials.

The first nest, which was found by workers at the Savannah River Site early last month, was recently disclosed in a report from the Department of Energy, which owns the site. The facility, near Aiken, S.C., produced material for nuclear weapons throughout the Cold War.

Three additional nests have since been discovered at the site, officials told The Times on Friday.

"The U.S. Department of Energy is managing the discovery of four wasp nests with very low levels of radioactive contamination," Edwin Deshong, the manager of the department's Savannah River Operations Office, said in an emailed statement. "The nests do not pose a health risk to SRS workers, the community, or the environment."

But the discovery raised questions about the extent of the environmental contamination at the site, said Timothy Mousseau, a biologist at the University of South Carolina who studies organisms and ecosystems in radioactive regions of the world, including Chernobyl, Ukraine, and Fukushima, Japan.

"This is an indicator that there are contaminants spread across this area that have not been completely encased and protected," Dr. Mousseau said.

The discovery of additional radioactive nests, he added, "indicate that much greater effort must be made to assess the possible risks and hazards of what appears to be a significant source of radioactive pollutants."

Here's what to know:

What is the Savannah River Site?

The Savannah River Site, formerly known as the Savannah River Plant, sits on 310 square miles in the sandhills of South Carolina, close to the Georgia border. The facility was built in the 1950s to produce materials for nuclear weapons. For decades, the site produced plutonium and tritium, a key component of hydrogen bombs.

The production of material for nuclear weapons ramped down after the end of the Cold War, and the Department of Energy began cleaning up the site in 1996. But the process has dragged on well past its initially projected completion date. Officials now say that cleanup activities will be complete by 2065.

In 2018, the first Trump administration announced plans to repurpose an unfinished building at the site to produce plutonium "pits" -- the cores of nuclear weapons. Production is expected to begin in the 2030s.

What did workers find?

Workers at the site routinely monitor the grounds for signs of radioactivity. On July 3, they discovered a radioactive wasp nest on a post near a tank used to store nuclear waste.

"The wasp nest was sprayed to kill wasps, then bagged as radiological waste," the federal report said. "The ground and surrounded area did not have any contamination."

But the report omitted key details, Dr. Mousseau said, including the absolute level of radioactivity in the nest and the specific isotopes that were found, which would provide clues about the source of the contamination.

Three additional nests were subsequently discovered during "routine work activities," a spokeswoman for the Department of Energy said in an email on Friday.

How did the nests become radioactive?

It's not entirely clear, but the initial Department of Energy report said that the radioactivity resulted from "on-site legacy radioactive contamination," rather than from a leak or "loss of contamination control."

That's a reasonable explanation, said Dr. Mousseau, who has studied birds at the site. "There's some legacy radioactive contamination sitting around in the mud in the bottom of the lakes, or, you know, here and there," he said.

The report did not disclose the species of wasp involved, but many wasps make their nests out of wood that they chew into a pulp. It was not far-fetched to imagine that they came across some contaminated rotting wood that had escaped previous detection and used the material to make their nest, Dr. Mousseau said.

How alarming is the discovery of radioactive wasp nests?

Wasps don't typically travel far from their nests, Dr. Mousseau said, and the "hot wasps," as he called them, probably posed little direct risk to the public.

But there are other potential risks. "The main concern relates to whether or not there are large areas of significant contamination that have escaped surveillance in the past," he said. "Alternatively, this could indicate that there is some new or old radioactive contamination that is coming to the surface that was unexpected."

In 2017, workers found radioactive bird droppings on the roof of a building at the site, and birds can carry radioactivity long distances, spreading it across the landscape, Dr. Mousseau said.

The wasp nests are a "red flag" that should lead to more surveillance and investigation, he added.

"We would like to know a lot more about what this actually represents, and just how common it is and whether there is any evidence of these radionuclides being moved through the ecosystem," Dr. Mousseau said.
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Bowen Yang and Matt Rogers Like Awards With Low Stakes

With titles like Best Batman Woman and Worst Sticky Feeling, their Las Culturistas Culture Awards are more serious about fun than prestige.

Video: 



By Esther Zuckerman
Visuals by Ariel Fisher



Aug 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

On Tuesday, Las Culturistas Culture Awards, hosted by the actor-comedians Bowen Yang and Matt Rogers, will air on Bravo, but don't let that fool you into thinking it's a traditional awards show like the Oscars or the Grammys.

Yes, there are prizes. But the categories include Best Word to Whisper, the Creatine Award for Straight Male Excellence and the Eva Longoria Award for Tiny Woman, Huge Impact. A nominee for Record of the Year is Aerosmith's "I Don't Want to Miss a Thing," which came out in 1998. The concept was baffling to some people in Hollywood.

"This idea that this is an awards show that's really a comedy special disguising itself as an awards show is a tougher pill to swallow for a lot more people than you'd realize," Rogers said in a joint video interview with Yang in mid-July.

As a result, Yang added, they ended up recruiting a motley mix of Housewives, sketch comedians, musicians, and actors in a process that was "kind of anathema" to a typical awards show.

Bowen Yang, left, and Matt Rogers in a moment from the awards ceremony, which was filmed in mid-July. Jordan Strauss/Bravo


The Las Culturistas awards are an outgrowth of the popular podcast Rogers and Yang have been hosting since 2016 -- before Yang was a star of "Saturday Night Live" and "Wicked" and before Rogers released a Christmas-themed special on Showtime. It's a dishy chat fest that has recently drawn guests including Lady Gaga and Michelle Obama, all of whom are asked to give minute-long diatribes on things that frustrate them in a segment called "I Don't Think So, Honey." (Tina Fey told them they are getting too famous to share their real opinions about movies on the podcast.)

The awards show started in 2022 as a live event outdoors at Lincoln Center, featuring mostly their friends. For the scaled up, TV-ready version this year, the ceremony was filmed at the Orpheum Theater in Los Angeles last month. Jamie Lee Curtis cursed fondly at Allison Janney on the red carpet.

"We get to do our version of it," Yang (right) said of his and Rogers's awards show, "and it's all just this beautiful facsimile of what the thing is without the actual stakes of it."


Rogers apologized for his sweaty complexion as the interview began. He had been rehearsing choreography. "We are preparing an opening number that will be high octane and will really set the tone I think for what people can expect in the show, which is chaos and revelry and more," he said. After Yang joined, they discussed how their "silly bit" became a televised event.

These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

How did this awards show land at Bravo?

MATT ROGERS This is one of those stories of pitching it everywhere and one place wanted it seriously. I wouldn't want it any other way because we've also been making references to Peacock as being mankind's greatest streamer for years now because it's where we spend 90 percent of our time watching "Housewives," and now they've got all sorts of stuff on there.

BOWEN YANG Like, give it up for the Olympics, y'all.

In the past you've had people send in acceptance videos, including Cate Blanchett and Taylor Swift ----

ROGERS She can't make it this year. We're just going to say it flat out right now. No one expect any TS12 hints. There will be no Easter eggs. Let the dream of Taylor go on the "Culture Awards" for this year at least.

Video: 


Well, I did want to ask about the process of getting celebrities to make appearances?

YANG Explaining this to people's publicists has been ...

ROGERS The biggest challenge.

YANG It's like the movie "Arrival." We speak in a circle and they speak in a straight line. I hope that this year it's enough of a success that it breaks the mold and it creates this slightly new model for people's teams to understand, "Oh, OK, so it's an awards show, but it's not the awards show that we normally have to deal with."

ROGERS And by the way, we're actually going to have one of the "Arrival" aliens onstage doing signing so that people from their planet can understand the show. We really want to reach them.

There are some returning categories like the Allison Williams Cool Girl Award but also some new additions. How long does it take to brainstorm them?

ROGERS It's like a weird mixture of not long at all and long because I love Bowen's brain, and he loves mine. So usually if I say something and Bowen laughs at it, or vice versa, that means it's a thing. That's when you can start to overthink it. How do we present Best Batman Woman? The overthinking happens in the detail process, but in the grand scheme of things, it's incredibly simple. And maybe as dumb as you think, depending on how dumb you think we are.

 Ariel Fisher for The New York Times

 Ariel Fisher for The New York Times


Do you have a favorite category?

ROGERS Worst Sticky Feeling. I love Worst Sticky Feeling. I think it speaks to everyone in the world.

YANG Mine might be the Circus Award for Stop Being Weird.

ROGERS That's a classic. I think that one might come back every year, to be honest with you.

YANG There's just so many things in this world that you just want to go, "Stop being weird." Starting with the circus itself, it's like, "Well, why do you have to look like that?"

ROGERS By the way, lately it feels like more people will come up and they campaign. And I went to go see the revival of "Parade" the other night in L.A., and I'm standing there talking to one of the cast members after, and a woman came up and she said: "I'm so sorry. I just saw you. And I had to come up and say ----" and I was thinking she would say she loves the podcast. She goes, "We are really pulling for 'Okay, shirt!!!!' for Kindest Greeting." I looked at her in the eyes and I was like, "I want you to know you have immeasurably impacted the chances for 'Okay, shirt!!!!' to win."

"In the grand scheme of things, it's incredibly simple," Rogers said of how he and Yang come up with award categories. "And maybe as dumb as you think, depending on how dumb you think we are."


You both attended the Oscars earlier this year. Did that give you any ideas?

YANG I think we lucked out in terms of that being the show that we got to attend, which was like: This is one of the best comedians ever, in my opinion, Conan O'Brien, giving you pure showmanship. Which is kind of what we always wanted. I think we are spoiled in terms of this version of hosting an award show.

I don't know how Matt feels, but I've said this in the past to our people: "If we're lucky enough to ever be asked to host anything quote-unquote more legitimate, I don't think I would necessarily take the offer because it's not going to be better than what we're doing now." There are going to be actual emotions involved. There will be institutional things to answer to. We get to do our version of it, and it's all just this beautiful facsimile of what the thing is without the actual stakes of it.

ROGERS Also I really feel like a lot of these award shows have found the host that works for them. I think Nikki Glaser should host the Golden Globes every year until she doesn't want to. I think Trevor Noah does an amazing job with the Grammys. I love watching [Jimmy] Kimmel. I feel like this is our awards show that we host. This is what feels right for us. That being said, I'd take [a major hosting] gig.

"If we're lucky enough to ever be asked to host anything quote-unquote more legitimate, I don't think I would necessarily take the offer," Yang said.


What guests are you excited about?

ROGERS The honorary tributes are being given to Kenan Thompson and Allison Janney, and I think that those are both incredibly deserving people that would deserve this at an ordinary ceremony but are getting it here because maybe they wouldn't be top of mind, for whatever reason, for some of those other awards bodies.

YANG For Kenan it is the Titan of Culture, and for Allison Janney, this is our second year of doing the Lifetime of Culture. This is given to people who obviously have much longer careers ahead of them, but we're just honoring the impact they've already made on the culture.

ROGERS In a show that is 98 percent jokes, I watched a presentation that we're going to do for Kenan, and I actually got emotional because you realize just how long he has been making us laugh, and especially for people that are in our generation.

So are you hoping this is the start of many more Las Culturistas Culture Awards?

YANG That would be nice.

ROGERS Bowen is so much better at getting renewed than I am, so I feel like the fact that he's here is a huge deal. It's a big boon in the "getting renewed" column.

Video camera operator: Bobby Moser
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An Ex-Stone Says the Met Has His Lost Guitar. The Museum Says No Way.

Representatives for Mick Taylor, the Rolling Stones' former guitarist, said the Les Paul was stolen from him decades ago. The museum says he never owned it and has not made a claim.

The Rolling Stones during the October 1964 appearance on "The Ed Sullivan Show." Keith Richards, with his 1959 Les Paul, is on the right. Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images
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Aug 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

They were shaggy and, to Ed Sullivan's mind, under-shampooed, but the Rolling Stones cemented their arrival in the United States when they appeared on his variety show in October 1964, accompanied by screaming fans and aided by one Les Paul guitar in the hands of Keith Richards.

Guitar buffs have tracked the instrument for years. Eric Clapton is said to have played it. Jimmy Page was photographed with it. Bernie Marsden of Whitesnake owned it.

So it is perhaps no surprise that the 1959 Gibson -- with its gleaming sunburst finish, mahogany body and maple top -- would end up in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the gift of a collector who this year generously donated 500 vintage guitars.

"These guitars are examples of outstanding artistry and craftsmanship as well as visually powerful tools of expression and distinction," the museum said in a statement announcing the gift.

But in recent weeks, a representative for Mick Taylor, 76, a former guitarist for the Stones, surfaced to say that Taylor was surprised to learn that the guitar was in the museum.

Taylor's account is that he purchased the guitar from a road manager for the Stones while playing with John Mayall, then brought it with him in 1969 when he joined the Stones for five years. His version has been recounted by music journalists, guitar aficionados and a Stones historian.

Mick Taylor with the guitar during his time with the Rolling Stones. He has said he bought the guitar from Richards, but the Met museum disputes that account. Fin Costello/Redferns, via Getty Images


Taylor's manager, Marlies Damming, said in a statement last month that at some point the guitar had "disappeared."

But the museum maintains this account is all bunk. The Met says Taylor played the instrument, but never owned it, and that for decades the guitar has had a public history without apparently drawing a claim from Taylor. In 2004, as noted in the museum's provenance, the guitar went up for auction at Christie's and appeared on the cover of the catalog. In 2019, it was featured in a Met exhibition.

"This guitar has a long and well-documented history of ownership," the museum said in a statement.

The Les Paul in the Met is one of a number made by the Gibson company that came to be known as "bursts" because of their blazing coloring. Richards brought it with him when the Stones traveled to New York in 1964 to play two songs on Sullivan's show: a cover of Chuck Berry's "Around and Around" and their version of "Time Is on My Side." Richards, then 20, wore a black suit, but no tie, onstage as he strummed the Les Paul that came to be known as the "Keithburst."

The 1959 Les Paul was put up for auction in 2004 at Christie's but did not sell. At that time the white pick guard had been removed from the guitar but it was later replaced. Spencer Platt/Getty Images


Taylor's later ownership of the "Keithburst" is recounted in a 700-page anthology of Stones instruments, "Rolling Stones Gear," published in 2013 by Andy Babiuk, an American musician and author.

There is no debate that Taylor played the instrument (and others) during his years with the Stones, including at his 1969 Hyde Park debut with the band. That session turned into a tribute for the guitarist he replaced, Brian Jones, who had died days earlier.

In his book, Babiuk says "Taylor's '59 Gibson Les Paul" was among the eight guitars stolen in 1971 when the Stones spent the summer at Villa Nellcote, a mansion on the French Riviera near Nice. The storied home, with 16 bedrooms, became something of a recording studio for "Exile on Main St.," the album many consider the band's finest.

Richards, Anita Pallenberg and their son Marlon at the rented Villa Nellcote. Trinity Mirror/Mirrorpix, via Alamy


But the Met says Richards held onto the Les Paul until 1971 and that its own research suggests the guitar was not taken in that theft.

Its provenance, though, does have something of a gap. It lists Adrian Miller as the owner of the Les Paul in 1971, but it does not say that he bought the guitar from Richards or specify how Miller, who died in 2006, acquired it. Richards could not be reached for comment.

The Met provenance does say that Miller then sold the guitar in 1971 to Cosmo Verrico, a guitarist for the British rock band Heavy Metal Kids. By email, Verrico said he can't recall how Miller acquired the guitar.

The museum's provenance tracks all the subsequent owners and notes the very public attempted sale of the instrument at Christie's in 2004. The bidding did not reach the price sought, but the guitar was purchased two years later by Peter Svensson, a Swedish producer. Ten years after that, Dirk Ziff, an investor and billionaire, bought it with the help and advice of Perry Margouleff, a music producer and guitar collector.

Ziff lent the guitar to the Met in 2019 for its exhibition "Play It Loud," which later moved to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland. Richards sat for interviews promoting the exhibit, the museum said, and was well aware that his old Les Paul would be on display.

Taylor's representatives surfaced last month to express what they described to The New York Post as his surprise that the guitar, with its signature flaming wood-grain finish, was in the museum. But they have not made Taylor available for an interview.

Taylor, viewed by critics as a skilled guitarist known for his blues style, largely faded from the public eye after leaving the Stones in 1974. In a 2009 interview with the Sunday Mail, he said he feared he would have died if he had stayed with the band because its lifestyle would have only fueled his heroin addiction at the time.

The museum said that the guitar was prominently displayed in a 2019 exhibition at the Met. The Metropolitan Museum of Art; Photo by Wilson Santiago


In 2012, he joined his former band members on the Stones' 50 & Counting tour, marking five decades of music. A few years later, though, he publicly critiqued the Stones on Facebook for not inviting him to a gallery opening of "Exhibitionism," a Rolling Stones exhibit at the Saatchi Gallery in London.

In recent weeks, Damming and Rhonda Palmer, who describes herself as Damming's personal assistant, have responded to several inquiries from The New York Times, but they have not provided Taylor's account in any detail.

"One of our advisers has recommended holding off on publicity right now," Palmer said in one email.

Damming has not gone completely silent though. In recent days, she sent an email to The Times that said, "We would like the Metropolitan Museum to make the guitar available so that we can inspect it, and confirm its provenance one way or the other." The museum said it has not heard from anyone associated with Taylor.

Last month, Damming shared a video on her Facebook account from Happy Mag, an Australian arts and culture magazine. A montage of Taylor was accompanied by scrolling text.

"A long lost piece of rock 'n' roll history has resurfaced, decades after it vanished," the post said.

But, as is evident in the several public appearances the guitar has made over the years, the Les Paul may have once gone missing, but it had not fully disappeared.
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Fed Dissenters Defend Call for July Rate Cut as Trump Intensifies Attacks

The central bank this week kept interest rates steady for a fifth-straight meeting, prompting the first double dissent from members of the powerful Board of Governors since 1993.

Christopher Waller testifying at the Senate in 2020. The objections of Mr. Waller and Michelle Bowman, another Fed governor, on rate policy come at a highly sensitive moment for the institution. Erin Schaff/The New York Times
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Colby Smith covers the Federal Reserve.


Aug 01, 2025 at 01:01 PM

The Federal Reserve's decision this week to keep interest rates steady for a fifth straight meeting faced the first double dissent from members of its powerful Board of Governors since 1993.

On Friday, the two officials who cast the opposing votes, preferring instead to cut rates in July, argued that an unsteady labor market called for the central bank to take pre-emptive action to support it. Christopher J. Waller and Michelle W. Bowman also said inflationary pressures tied to President Trump's tariffs were likely to be temporary, allowing the Fed to look through the expected jump in consumer prices.

"With underlying inflation near target and the upside risks to inflation limited, we should not wait until the labor market deteriorates before we cut the policy rate," Mr. Waller said in a statement. He is seen as a potential contender to replace Jerome H. Powell when his term as chair ends in May. 

"When labor markets turn, they often turn fast," he added. "If we find ourselves needing to support the economy, waiting may unduly delay moving toward appropriate policy."

That point was echoed by Ms. Bowman, who was nominated by Mr. Trump this year to become vice chair for supervision. She said cutting in July would have "proactively hedged against a further weakening in the economy and the risk of damage to the labor market."

She also warned that waiting too long to cut could force the Fed to take much more aggressive action later to support the economy.

In a sign that the labor market has lost steam, new data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Friday showed only 73,000 jobs added in July and steep downward revisions to earlier months such that jobs growth has essentially been flat since April. The unemployment rate, however, rose slightly to 4.2 percent.

The dissents from Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman were by no means a surprise. In the weeks leading up to the July policy meeting, both policymakers -- appointed by Mr. Trump in his first term -- had made a case for cutting rates.

But their objections come at a highly sensitive moment for the institution and Mr. Powell given the immense pressure from the White House to lower borrowing costs.

Earlier on Friday, Mr. Trump escalated his attacks on Mr. Powell, calling on the Fed's board to unseat the current chair if the central bank does not cut interest rates.

"Jerome 'Too Late' Powell, a stubborn MORON, must substantially lower interest rates, NOW. IF HE CONTINUES TO REFUSE, THE BOARD SHOULD ASSUME CONTROL, AND DO WHAT EVERYONE KNOWS HAS TO BE DONE!" he wrote on social media.

After the statements from Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman were released later on Friday, Mr. Trump wrote on social media: "STRONG DISSENTS ON FED BOARD. IT WILL ONLY GET STRONGER! 'TOO LATE!'"

Mr. Powell has borne the brunt of Mr. Trump's criticism, which has spanned from his handling of the economy to his management of the institution and renovations underway at its headquarters in Washington.

Michelle Bowman, left, was nominated by President Trump this year to become vice chair for supervision at the Federal Reserve. Saul Loeb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Friday's attacks came on the heels of a similar barrage on Thursday in which the president said Mr. Powell was "TOO ANGRY, TOO STUPID, & TOO POLITICAL, to have the job of Fed Chair."

Mr. Trump again accused Mr. Powell of costing the country "trillions of dollars" by making payments on the debt more expensive by not lowering interest rates. The Fed is mandated by Congress to set interest rates in a way that keeps inflation low and stable and fosters a healthy labor market. When asked on Wednesday at a news conference after the policy announcement about whether it also considered debt servicing costs, Mr. Powell said it was "just not something we take into consideration."

"No advanced economy central bank does that, and if we did do that, it wouldn't be good neither for our credibility nor for the credibility of U.S. fiscal policy," the Fed chair added.

Mr. Trump also laid into Mr. Powell this week for his management of a project to renovate the central bank's headquarters in Washington, which is running around $700 million over budget and set to cost roughly $2.5 billion. He called it "one of the most incompetent, or corrupt, renovations of a building(s) in the history of construction!"

The president visited the active construction site last week and was toured around by Mr. Powell, with the two at one point openly sparring over the total costs.

Amid this criticism, Mr. Powell dismissed that the divisions within the top ranks of the Fed were problematic. Mr. Powell on Wednesday described it as "quite a good meeting all around the table where people thought carefully about this and put their positions out there."

In their statements on Friday, Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman also sought to downplay the degree of disagreement across the Fed.

"There is nothing wrong about having different views about how to interpret incoming data and using different economic arguments to predict how tariffs will impact the economy," Mr. Waller said. "These differences are a sign of a healthy and robust policy discussion." 

Ms. Bowman said she remained "committed to working together" with the rest of the officials at the Fed to set monetary policy appropriately for the economy. 

This is Ms. Bowman's second dissent in recent years. Last September, she opposed the Fed's decision to lower interest rates by half a percentage point, an aggressive move to shore up the labor market. At the time, she cited concerns about inflation for her support of a smaller quarter-point move.

But now opposite Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman sit a number of Fed officials who see far less urgency to cut interest rates this year. They appear much more concerned about inflation and far less worried about the labor market's cracking.

Mr. Powell sought on Wednesday to strike a balance between the two camps, articulating a centrist view that could lead to lower interest rates as early as the Fed's September meeting. He acknowledged that economic activity had lost momentum and that "downside risks" to the labor market had emerged, but he also stressed that the backdrop overall appeared "solid."

Mr. Powell emphasized that there was still substantial uncertainty about how much more consumer prices will rise in response to Mr. Trump's tariffs, after a notable jump in inflation in June. However, he maintained that the overall impact on prices would fade over time.

But the president's decision to escalate the global trade war on Thursday and announce significantly higher tariff rates for a host of the country's closest trading partners could upend that forecast.

The Fed chair sent no explicit signal on Wednesday that the central bank was readying to reduce interest rates in September, but he also did not remove the possibility, either. In a sign of how uncertain the situation has become, traders in federal funds futures markets this week scaled back their bets for a cut at that point.

Mr. Waller suggested on Friday that even if the Fed started cutting interest rates it could adjust the pace to account for shifts in the economic backdrop.

"If the tariff effects do not lead to a major shock to inflation, the committee can continue reducing the rate at a moderate pace," he said. "If we do get significant upside surprises to inflation and employment, we can pause."
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Jury Says Tesla Was Partly to Blame for Fatal Crash

Lawyers for the family of a woman struck and killed by a Tesla sedan in 2019 argued that the company's Autopilot software should have avoided the crash.

Tesla was sued by the family of Naibel Benavides, a college student who died in 2019 after being struck by a Tesla Model S sedan near Key Largo, Fla. Florida Highway Patrol
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A Florida jury on Friday found that flaws in Tesla's self-driving software were partly to blame for a crash that killed a 22-year-old woman in 2019 and severely injured her boyfriend. The verdict is a significant setback for the carmaker, which is staking much of its future on developing self-driving taxis.

The jury verdict, if upheld on appeal, would require Tesla to pay as much as $243 million in punitive and compensatory damages to the parents of the woman and to her boyfriend.

The jury found that Tesla bore 33 percent responsibility for the crash, and blamed the driver, George Brian McGee, for the remainder. Mr. McGee had previously settled with the family for an undisclosed sum.

Tesla said it would appeal.

"Today's verdict is wrong and only works to set back automotive safety and jeopardize Tesla's and the entire industry's efforts to develop and implement lifesaving technology," the company said in a statement.

Tesla said it expected the damages to be reduced on appeal. "Florida law is explicit that punitive damages have been all but eliminated in product liability cases such as this one," the company said. "We are confident that the punitive damage award at a minimum, and likely this whole verdict, will be overturned by the appellate court."

The decision comes just weeks after Tesla began limited testing of autonomous taxis in Austin, Texas. Elon Musk, the company's chief executive, said in a conference call with investors in July that  the service could cover half the population of United States by the end of the year.

Mr. Musk, who has a history being overly optimistic about how quickly products will become available, has said that Tesla's growth hinges on revenue from autonomous taxis and humanoid robots rather than car sales, which have been declining.

The trial, in U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida in Miami, focused attention on the safety of Tesla's driver-assistance system, known as Autopilot.

This was the first federal jury trial stemming from a fatal accident involving Autopilot. Tesla has won at least one similar case filed in a California court and settled several others. At least five more are pending, according to lawyers for the plaintiffs.

Tesla was sued by the family of Naibel Benavides, a college student who died on April 25, 2019, after being struck by a Tesla Model S sedan driven by Mr. McGee on a dark, two-lane road near Key Largo, Fla. Dillon Angulo, her boyfriend, was severely injured and was also a plaintiff.

Mr. McGee was approaching a T-intersection with Tesla's Autopilot software activated when he dropped his phone and bent to look for it. The Tesla blew through the intersection at more than 50 miles per hour and crashed into a black S.U.V. legally parked on the far side, according to testimony.

Ms. Benavides and Mr. Angulo were standing outside.

"We had to stand up and have courage to stand up to someone like this, especially the richest guy in the world," Mr. Angulo said outside the courthouse Friday. "But we did it for Naibel."

Naibel Benavides in 2018, in a photo provided by her sister. Neima Benavides, via Associated Press


Mr. McGee told police after the crash that he did not notice the intersection or the stop sign nearby. 

While approaching the intersection, Mr. McGee had his foot on the accelerator pedal, overriding a function of Autopilot that is capable of stopping for objects in the road.He said on the witness stand that he thought Autopilot would protect him and prevent a serious crash if he made a mistake.

Brett Schreiber, who represented the plaintiffs, accused Tesla of a "misinformation campaign" that exaggerated Autopilot's capabilities and caused drivers to become complacent. He quoted Mr. Musk as saying that the system was safer than a human being.

"They knew all along that the Autopilot was defective," Mr. Schreiber said during closing arguments Thursday.

Tesla's lawyers blamed Mr. McGee for the crash.

Joel Smith, representing Tesla, noted that Mr. McGee had admitted being distracted after dropping his phone. He was a "reckless" and "aggressive" driver who was driving well over the speed limit, Mr. Smith said.

"No car could have prevented" the crash, Mr. Smith said.

Mary Cummings, an expert on autonomous driving technology and a former safety adviser to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, testified that Autopilot was defective because it failed to react to obstacles and failed to ensure Mr. McGee kept his eyes on the road.

Similar driver-assistance systems made by General Motors and Ford Motor have cameras that track a driver's eyes to make sure they are looking at the road. The version of Autopilot in Mr. McGee's Tesla would keep operating as long as the driver touched the steering wheel occasionally, whether his eyes were on the road or not. Newer Tesla cars have cameras that monitor drivers.

Mr. Smith, the lawyer for Tesla, said the company never claimed its cars could drive without human oversight. He showed jurors excerpts from the car's owner's manual that warned, "It is the drivers' responsibility to stay alert, drive safely and be in control of the vehicle."

Federal safety officials were aware of at least 211 accidents from 2018 to 2023 involving Tesla cars operating with Autopilot engaged, according to evidence presented during the trial.
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Trump Sharpens Sanctions Threat on Russia, While Admitting It May Not Work

"We're going to put sanctions," the president said, even before a deadline he had given Russia this week to engage in cease-fire negotiations had passed.

"I don't know that sanctions bother him," President Trump said of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By David E. Sanger
David E. Sanger has covered five American presidents and writes often on national security issues.


Aug 01, 2025 at 04:29 AM

President Trump on Thursday sharpened his threat to impose sanctions on Russia over its war in Ukraine, even while acknowledging that the weapon he once argued worked on everyone -- the threat of financial ruin -- may have no effect on its president, Vladimir V. Putin.

"We're going to put sanctions," he said, even though a deadline he gave Moscow this week to seriously engage on a cease-fire had not yet passed. "Russia? I think it's disgusting what they're doing," he said, apparently referring to its continued bombing of Ukraine.

Mr. Trump's comments came after Secretary of State Marco Rubio acknowledged in an interview with Fox News Radio that the administration held secret talks with Russia this week -- "not with Putin but with some of Putin's top people" -- and made no progress on a cease-fire. Mr. Trump said he was dispatching his special envoy, Steve Witkoff, to Russia again, but the last visit that Mr. Witkoff, a fellow real estate investor, paid to Mr. Putin proved fruitless.

Administration officials gave no reasons to believe the latest engagement with Russia would be any more useful. And Mr. Trump himself, usually a true believer in the power of economic sanctions to alter the decisions of foreign leaders, admitted for the second time this week that Mr. Putin appears to be immune.

"I don't know that sanctions bother him," he said on Thursday.

Nonetheless, Mr. Trump has now executed a 180-degree turn on Russia, at least in tone, in roughly 180 days.

He came to office questioning whether Russia was truly the invader of Ukraine, and hinting that the Ukrainians were responsible for their own troubles. His famous blowup with President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office in February led him to briefly cut off aid to the Ukrainian military. His defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, declared that Ukraine would never join NATO -- a reversal of stated American policy -- and Vice President JD Vance spoke out against arming the Ukrainians. Russia was exempted from most tariffs.

That has been followed by a series of apparent reversals, with no public acknowledgment from Mr. Trump that he is changing strategy. He no longer relies on what he has framed as a deep past relationship with Mr. Putin in an effort to win him over. In fact, he has been quite open about his frustration that conversations about cease-fires are usually followed by Russian escalation, often in the pace of drone and missile attacks.

"I think what bothers the president the most is he has these great phone calls where everyone sort of claims yeah, we'd like to see this end, if we could find a way forward," Mr. Rubio said in his Fox interview, "and then he turns on the news and another city has been bombed, including those far from the front lines."

"So at some point," Mr. Rubio told his interviewer, Brian Kilmeade of Fox News Radio, "he's got to make a decision here about what -- how much to continue to engage in an effort to do cease-fires if one of the two sides is not interested."

On Monday, Mr. Trump said he would give Russia about 10 to 12 days to end the war before imposing "sanctions and maybe tariffs, secondary tariffs," a reference to sanctions on countries that trade with Russia.

But there is reason to question how far Mr. Trump will push for full secondary sanctions, which would involve threatening the three countries buying much of Russia's oil and gas: China, India and Turkey. All are key to other American interests, and Mr. Trump is likely to need future favors and cooperation from them. And it is hard to imagine that China's president, Xi Jinping, would abandon Mr. Putin, his most critical partner in challenging American power.

Mr. Rubio took up the hard choices in his conversation with Mr. Kilmeade, arguing that "the president has a lot of options." He noted that if the United States could get at Russia's oil sales, it "is a huge part of their revenue."

For their part, Russian officials who have long been presumed to speak with Mr. Putin's blessing have dismissed Mr. Trump's threats, portraying him in Russian media as erratic and unpredictable.

"Fifty days, it used to be 24 hours, it used to be 100 days," Sergey V. Lavrov, Russia's foreign minister, said a few weeks ago, as Mr. Trump kept moving the deadlines. "We've been through all this."

Democrats say Mr. Trump has other options: He could provide direct military aid to Ukraine, as Congress did during the Biden administration. Instead, he has an elaborate plan to sell arms and related technologies to Europe, which will then donate them to Ukraine.

Mr. Trump once suggested he could end the war in 24 hours simply by negotiating with Mr. Putin, man to man. But now, as Mr. Trump's frustration over the conflict grows, his threats have raised questions about how much leverage the United States has with Moscow -- and whether Mr. Trump is willing to use it.
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Arab States Call for Hamas to Disarm Amid Push for a Palestinian State

"Hamas must end its rule in Gaza," reads a declaration endorsed by the 22 member nations of the Arab League.

The surprise move, in a declaration endorsed on Tuesday by the 22 member nations of the Arab League, also condemned Hamas's Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, which set off the devastating war in Gaza. Stephanie Keith/Getty Images



By Farnaz Fassihi and Ephrat Livni



Jul 31, 2025 at 10:58 PM

The world's Arab countries for the first time have joined unanimously in the call for Hamas to lay down its weapons, release all hostages and end its rule of the Gaza Strip, conditions that they said could help the establishment of a Palestinian state.

The surprise declaration, endorsed on Tuesday by the 22 member nations of the Arab League, also condemned Hamas's Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, which set off the devastating war in Gaza. The statement came at a United Nations conference in New York on a two-state solution to end the decades-long conflict between Israelis and Palestinians.

"In the context of ending the war in Gaza, Hamas must end its rule in Gaza and hand over its weapons to the Palestinian Authority, with international engagement and support, in line with the objectives of a sovereign and independent Palestinian state," said the declaration. It was also signed by all 27 European Union states and 17 other countries.

The declaration called for the deployment of "a temporary international stabilization mission," invited by the Palestinian Authority, which administers part of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, and "under the aegis of the United Nations."

Many Arab leaders have working relations with Hamas and rule over populations that are deeply committed to the Palestinian cause. That has made them reluctant to break publicly with the group and to normalize relations with Israel, despite pressure from Western allies like the United States. Qatar hosts Hamas's political office and some of its political leaders, and has acted as a mediator between the group and both Israel and the United States.

Saudi Arabia's foreign minister, Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud, left, and the French foreign minister, Jean-Noel Barrot, chair a conference on Palestine and a two-state solution at the United Nations on Tuesday in New York City. Stephanie Keith/Getty Images


John V. Whitbeck, an international lawyer who has advised the Palestinian negotiating team in talks with Israel and has been working on the conflict for nearly 40 years, said he was not aware of a similar declaration having been made by Arab states in the past. But he noted that most Arab governments are opposed to movements that politicize Islam "and even those who might sympathize with armed resistance would feel that Hamas must be eliminated militarily and politically for the West to be fully engaged in ending the occupation."

It remains unclear whether Hamas would heed the call of the Arab League. Hamas has so far demonstrated no willingness to voluntarily surrender its weapons or give up control over Gaza. Its initial response to the declaration was mixed but did not suggest a significant shift.

"Any effort made at the international level to support our Palestinian people and their legitimate rights is appreciated and welcomed," the group said in a statement on Thursday demanding "unconditional international recognition" of an independent Palestinian state.

The Hamas statement did not directly respond to the call to disarm. "The Palestinian situation is an internal affair of our people," it said.

Hamas called for reforms of the Palestine Liberation Organization, which represents Palestinians internationally and is led by the Palestinian Authority president, Mahmoud Abbas. It also demanded presidential, legislative and other elections "based on national and democratic foundations without any preconditions."

Palestinian citizens headed to aid trucks loaded with food parcels in June. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


At the United Nations, the high-level conference on a two-state solution, cosponsored by France and Saudi Arabia, unfolded as reports of starvation in Gaza continued to arrive. Images of small children and babies dying of hunger have set off global outrage against Israel for preventing humanitarian aid from entering the territory at the scale needed to avert severe food shortages.

The conference, which started on Monday and ended on Wednesday, drew widespread support. Representatives of 125 U.N. member states took part, delivering speeches in support of a Palestinian state and urging Israel to commit to a two-state solution.

Analysts said that while many challenges remained -- first and foremost the lack of support from Washington -- the attempt to resurrect the idea of a Palestinian state was notable.

"Any effort to return international focus to the two-state solution is laudable, especially after almost two years of war and suffering between Israelis and Palestinians," Max Rodenbeck, Israel-Palestine director at the International Crisis Group, said in a statement before the conference. "However, rhetorical support needs to be matched by practical steps, as the practical possibility for creating a Palestinian state on the ground has been ebbing for years, and under the current Israeli government faces stubborn hostility."

Israel and the United States denounced the conference, saying that it was premature. The conditions on the ground -- a continuing war, Israeli hostages still being held captive and militant groups still operating in Gaza and the West Bank -- did not allow for a permanent peace or Palestinian statehood.

"No token recognition and no U.N. resolution will change the basic fact that there are those in the world who fight terrorists and extremist forces and then there are those who turn a blind eye to them," said the Israeli Ambassador to the U.N., Danny Danon.

Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Danny Danon, speaking to the United Nations Security Council in June. Kylie Cooper/Reuters


Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have said the declarations on Palestinian statehood reward Hamas's actions, make it harder to reach a cease-fire in Gaza, and endanger Israeli security.

Hamas, in its statement, expressed a similar sentiment about the calls for normalizing relations with Israel that were part of the declaration that emerged from the conference. "Talk about integrating the Zionist entity into the region is a reward to the enemy for its crimes," it said.

Last week, France's president, Emmanuel Macron, announced that his country would recognize a Palestinian state and would formalize it in September. Britain soon followed suit, announcing that it would recognize a Palestinian state in September if there was no cease-fire agreement in Gaza.

Other countries have indicated their willingness to recognize a Palestinian state ahead of the annual U.N. General Assembly in the fall. Among them are Australia, Canada, Finland, Malta, Portugal and New Zealand.

A document called the "New York Declaration," which provides a phased road map for ending the nearly 80-year conflict between Israelis and Palestinians and the creation of a Palestinian state, was circulated among U.N. member states, who have until September to endorse it before the General Assembly.

Abu Bakr Bashir contributed reporting.
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Trump Envoy in Gaza Surveys Aid Efforts Firsthand

Steve Witkoff went to the Palestinian enclave amid growing pressure on Israel to ease a deepening hunger crisis there. Hamas derided the visit as a "propaganda show."

Carrying handouts from the Israel-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation in central Gaza on Friday. Hundreds of Palestinians have been killed in the past two months while trying to secure aid. Reuters



By Adam Rasgon
Reporting from Jerusalem


Aug 01, 2025 at 11:40 AM

Steve Witkoff, President Trump's envoy for peace missions, went to the Gaza Strip on Friday and visited an aid distribution site as a hunger crisis in the territory deepens.

Hundreds of Palestinians have been killed in the past two months in Gaza while trying to secure aid, which has led to growing international pressure on Israel to ease the humanitarian situation.

Mr. Witkoff posted a photograph on social media of himself and Mike Huckabee, the U.S. ambassador to Israel, at an aid site overseen by the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, or G.H.F. The much-criticized, Israel-backed group run by American security contractors has taken over a large part of the aid distribution system in Gaza since May.

"We spent over five hours inside Gaza -- level setting the facts on the ground, assessing conditions, and meeting with @GHFUpdates and other agencies," Mr. Witkoff said in a X post. "The purpose of the visit was to give @POTUS a clear understanding of the humanitarian situation and help craft a plan to deliver food and medical aid to the people of Gaza."

In his own social media post, Mr. Huckabee said that he and Mr. Witkoff had been briefed by the Israeli military and "spoke to folks on the ground." It was not immediately clear whom he meant.

Mr. Witkoff was wearing a black "MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN" hat and a blue flak jacket in photographs included in the post.

The G.H.F. has aided Israel in overhauling the system for aid distribution in Gaza as a part of an effort that Israeli officials said was meant to prevent Hamas from benefiting from supplies entering the territory.

However, some Israeli military officials told The New York Times recently that the military has found no evidence that Hamas systematically stole aid from the United Nations, which has provided much of the aid to Gaza since the war there began almost two years ago.

Witnesses have reported that, on a number of occasions, Israeli troops opened fire on crowds of desperate Palestinians as they made their way toward the new aid hubs in search of food. The Israeli military has said repeatedly that its troops have fired "warning shots" when people approached its forces in a threatening manner.

On Thursday, Izzat al-Rishq, a senior Hamas official, predicted that Mr. Witkoff's visit to Gaza would be a "propaganda show."

"Witkoff will only see in Gaza what the occupation wants him to see," he wrote on social media.

In an unusual break with Israeli leaders, Mr. Trump this week acknowledged starvation in Gaza after largely deflecting on the issue, and said more food was urgently needed.

The Gaza health ministry said on Friday that the bodies of 53 people who had been killed while seeking aid were brought to hospitals on Thursday. The exact circumstances of their deaths were unclear.

The U.N. Human Rights Office said at least 1,373 Palestinians have been killed while seeking food in Gaza since May 27. That includes 859 people killed in areas surrounding G.H.F. sites and another 514 along routes used by trucks carrying aid.

It said the Israeli military was responsible for killing most of the people.

While the rights office acknowledged "other armed elements" were in the same areas where killings took place, it said it was not aware of their involvement in the violence.

Israeli officials had hoped the G.H.F. would largely supplant the U.N.-led aid system, but the group has only operated four distribution sites, mostly in southern Gaza. Earlier in the war, hundreds of aid distribution points had been active under the U.N.-led system.

Still, the United Nations and other international organizations have been delivering some aid since the G.H.F. launched its operations, bringing supplies by way of trucks to both northern and southern Gaza.

But those efforts have also devolved into mayhem. Most of the trucks have failed to reach their destinations in Gaza in recent weeks, with hungry people intercepting them en route, often minutes after they enter the territory, and grabbing whatever aid they can.

Witnesses have reported harrowing scenes near the trucks, including people trampling over others and threatening each other with knives.

One U.N. official who toured Gaza in recent days described an increasingly dire situation, especially for children. Ted Chaiban, the deputy executive of UNICEF, said on Friday after returning to New York from Gaza that the enclave was facing a "grave risk of famine," with some 320,000 children at risk of acute malnutrition. "The marks of deep suffering and hunger were visible on the faces of families and children," he said. 

During the past several days, Israel has allowed airdrops of aid into Gaza, but critics have said they are not an effective way of reaching the population. On Friday, aid packages containing food were parachuted into Gaza in an effort involving Spain, France and Germany.

Mr. Witkoff's visit to Gaza on Friday was his second this year. He also toured the area in January.

He is the top American official involved in trying to achieve a cease-fire in Gaza and secure the release of hostages held by militants. Israeli authorities have said that up to 20 hostages in Gaza are believed to be alive.

On Friday, Hamas's military wing published a video of Evyatar David, who had been abducted from a music festival in southern Israel during the Hamas-led, Oct. 7, 2023 attack that ignited the war in Gaza.

Mr. David, 24, appeared emaciated as he sat in a dark tunnel.

Rights groups and international law experts say that a hostage video is, by definition, made under duress, and that the statements in it are usually coerced. Israeli officials have called the videos of hostages periodically released by Hamas and Islamic Jihad during the war a form of "psychological warfare," and experts say their production can constitute a war crime.

On Thursday, Islamic Jihad, the second-largest militant group in Gaza, released a six-minute video of the Israeli hostage Rom Braslavski. He had been taken hostage from the same music festival.

Mr. Braslavski, 21, seemed pale and thin and cried as he spoke.

"They succeeded in breaking Rom," the Braslavski family said in a statement shared by the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, a group representing many of the family members of captives in Gaza. "Even the strongest person has a breaking point. Rom is an example of all the hostages. Everyone needs to be brought home now."

Farnaz Fassihi contributed reporting from New York.
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ISIS Militant Sentenced to Life for Role in Burning Pilot Alive

Osama Krayem, a Swedish citizen, was found guilty in Stockholm of a war crime. He had already been convicted of terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels.

Stockholm District Court in 2024. Though Osama Krayem denied any wrongdoing, video evidence showed him participating in the gruesome murder of First Lt. Moaz al-Kasasbeh in 2015. Magnus Lejhall/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Lynsey Chutel
Reporting from London


Jul 31, 2025 at 06:24 PM

A former Islamic State fighter who stood guard while a Jordanian pilot was burned alive a decade ago was sentenced to life in prison in a Swedish court on Thursday after being convicted of committing a war crime.

A judge in the Stockholm District Court found Osama Krayem, a 32-year-old Swedish citizen, guilty of a "grave war crime" and a terrorist offense. Though Mr. Krayem denied any wrongdoing, video evidence showed him participating in the gruesome murder of the pilot, whose immolation in 2015 caused a wave of outrage over the Islamic State's treatment of prisoners.

Mr. Krayem was one of thousands of young men who fought for the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, when the group controlled large swaths of eastern Syria and northern Iraq. He was also among a group of fighters who later fanned out over Europe, carrying out deadly terrorist attacks in France and Belgium, according to investigators in those countries.

The Swedish court found that Mr. Krayem was one of several armed and uniformed militants in Syria who forced the captured pilot, First Lt. Moaz al-Kasasbeh, into a metal cage in 2015 and burned him alive, videotaping the atrocity and posting it online. Lieutenant al-Kasasbeh had been shot down over Syria while carrying out airstrikes for a coalition of Arab nations.

Mr. Krayem may not have lit the fire but he contributed "so actively" to the murder that he was tried as a perpetrator, the presiding judge, Anna Liljenberg Gullesjo, said in a statement.

"The evidence has shown that the defendant was at the execution site, uniformed and armed, and let himself be filmed," the judge said.

Besides finding Mr. Krayem guilty of a war crime, the court determined that the filming of the pilot's murder and the distribution of the video were an act of terror, intended to intimidate anyone who did not share the Islamic State's ideology, and to deter other countries from acting against the group.

Mr. Krayem, also known as Naim al Hamed, had already been linked to terror attacks that shook Western Europe. In 2022, he was among 20 men convicted for their roles in a spree of bombings and shootings in Paris in 2015 that left 130 people dead. He was later found guilty, along with eight others, of orchestrating a series of deadly bombings in Belgium in 2016.

French prosecutors had extradited Mr. Krayem to Sweden for his trial in Stockholm. He will be returned to France before Dec. 27 to continue serving his sentence there.
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Trump Says He Ordered Subs Repositioned in Rare Nuclear Threat to Russia

In a social media post, the president described the move as a deterrent prompted by threats by a former Russian leader. It is unclear if any submarines did actually change position.

President Trump in the White House on Thursday. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By David E. Sanger
David E. Sanger reports on the White House and national security, and frequently writes on nuclear issues.


Aug 01, 2025 at 07:04 PM

President Trump said on his social media feed on Friday that he had "ordered two nuclear submarines" to be repositioned in response to online threats from Russia's former president, Dmitri Medvedev, a rare case of potential nuclear escalation between the superpowers.

Mr. Trump said he had ordered the submarines "to be positioned in the appropriate regions, just in case these foolish and inflammatory statements are more than just that." He added: "Words are very important, and can often lead to unintended consequences, I hope this will not be one of those instances."

Mr. Medvedev, who often serves as something of an online attack dog for the Kremlin, had said in a social media post of his own on Thursday that Mr. Trump should picture the apocalyptic television series "The Walking Dead" and referred to the Soviet Union's system for launching a last-ditch, automatic nuclear strike.

Because nuclear submarine movements are among the Pentagon's most closely held tactical maneuvers, it will most likely prove impossible to know if Mr. Trump is truly repositioning the submarines, or just trying to make a point.

But in Mr. Trump's sudden and escalating confrontation with Russia over Ukraine, it is the first time he has referenced the American nuclear arsenal, much less threatened to reposition it. Mr. Trump said on Thursday that he intends to impose new sanctions on Russia over its unwillingness to wind down its war in Ukraine, the latest step in his gradual shift toward a more antagonistic stance toward the Kremlin.

Mr. Trump said last month that he would give Russia 50 days to begin serious peace talks with Ukraine. The Russian response was to ramp up attacks, including one on Kyiv on Thursday night that killed more than 30 civilians.

Earlier this week, Mr. Trump said his deadline was being shortened to 10 to 12 days, and Thursday he said he had already decided to impose "secondary sanctions" on countries that buy Russian oil. That would include China, India and Turkey, all countries with which Mr. Trump has other ongoing negotiations.

Mr. Trump and Mr. Putin have talked repeatedly by phone or secure video since the president took office, but they have not met in person. It is a meeting Mr. Trump has said is vital, suggesting nothing on Ukraine would be resolved until the two men hashed it out between themselves. But his tone about Russia has hardened, and his position on sanctions has reversed, in recent weeks.

Still, such public flexing of nuclear muscles is rare even for Mr. Trump, who last made explicit nuclear threats to Kim Jong Un of North Korea early in his first term, in 2018. At that time he said his "nuclear button" was "much bigger and more powerful" than Mr. Kim's. That exchange ultimately led to a diplomatic opening to Mr. Kim, three meetings between the two leaders -- and a complete failure of the effort to get the North Korean leader to give up his nuclear arsenal, which is now larger than ever.

But Russia is a different case, and Mr. Trump has often talked about the fearsome power of nuclear weapons, something he contends he learned about from an uncle who was on the M.I.T. faculty. So while President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has made threats about putting nuclear forces on alert during the opening days of the Ukraine war, and may have been preparing to use a tactical nuclear weapon in the fall of 2022 against a Ukrainian military base, the United States has never responded.

Mr. Medvedev is a good foil for Mr. Trump; he regularly issues threats against the United States, but is essentially powerless. Mr. Trump has referred to Mr. Medvedev's martial-sounding statements several times in the past week. It is unclear, though, why Mr. Medvedev's mix of hyperbole, threat and trolling got under Mr. Trump's skin.

As Mr. Trump was leaving the White House on Friday, for a weekend in Bedminster, N.J., he was asked why he ordered a redeployment of submarines.

"We just have to be careful," he said. "And a threat was made and we didn't think it was appropriate, so I have to be very careful. So I do that on the basis of safety for our people. A threat was made by a former president of Russia, and we're going to protect our people."

It was not clear what kind of nuclear submarines to which Mr. Trump was referring, or how redeploying them would provide any significant additional protection. The United States has nuclear-powered attack submarines that search for targets, but it also has far larger, nuclear-powered and nuclear-armed submarines. Those don't need to be repositioned; they can reach targets thousands of miles away. In fact, moving them can risk exposing their position.

Kingsley Wilson, the Pentagon press secretary, referred all questions about Mr. Trump's statement to the White House. A senior Western military officer with experience in the world of submarine warfare said he was not sure what tactical actions may have taken place. But he said that because submarines operate so stealthily, Mr. Trump was free to declare he was taking action and the Russians would have to decide whether or not to believe him.

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting.
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Putin Blames Frustration Over Ukraine Talks on 'Inflated Expectations'

The Russian president didn't directly respond to President Trump's ultimatum that Moscow halt its offensive by the end of next week or face financial penalties.

Ukrainian firefighters in the courtyard of a tuberculosis hospital after a Russian bomb struck its roof in Kharkiv, Ukraine, in July. David Guttenfelder/The New York Times



By Nataliya Vasilyeva and Paul Sonne



Aug 01, 2025 at 05:32 PM

People who are disappointed with the lack of quick progress toward peace in Ukraine have "inflated expectations," President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia said on Friday, in his first public comments since President Trump called on him to end the war by late next week.

Mr. Putin didn't directly respond to Mr. Trump's ultimatum, made on Monday. The U.S. president threatened to apply financial penalties on Russia and buyers of its oil, which include China, India and Turkey, if Moscow failed to end the war within about 12 days.

As Mr. Trump has dialed up his rhetoric, Moscow has intensified attacks on civilian infrastructure in Ukraine -- strikes that, according to Mr. Trump, demonstrate that the Russian leader isn't interested in peace.

On Thursday, at least 31 people were killed and 150 more were injured when Russian missiles and drones rammed into several buildings in the capital, Kyiv, turning the side of one apartment building into rubble.

Speaking to reporters during a visit Friday to a remote monastery in northwest Russia, Mr. Putin suggested people expressing frustration with the slow nature of peace talks had underestimated the task.

"All disappointments come from inflated expectations," Mr. Putin said. "In order to solve the issue in a peaceful way, we need deep conversations, not in public, but in the silence of a negotiating process."

For weeks, top Russian officials have suggested that Mr. Trump does not appreciate the complex details that must be worked out to make a peace deal that will satisfy both Moscow and Kyiv.

But critics, including Mr. Trump and other Western leaders, have countered that Mr. Putin appears to be running out the clock during negotiations to avoid committing to a cease-fire. Russia is in the middle of a summer offensive and has been gaining territory on the battlefield, giving Mr. Putin confidence as Ukraine struggles to amass sufficient armaments and personnel.

Despite multiple conversations with Mr. Trump, the Russian leader has given no indication that he is willing to budge on his sweeping demands of Ukraine. 

In his comments Friday, Mr. Putin said "the conditions certainly remain the same" for ending the war. In the past, the Kremlin has demanded that Ukraine be prevented from joining military alliances such as NATO and subjected to limits on its military. It also wants Kyiv to hand over vast swaths of territory, including some areas that Moscow has been unable to capture or hold on to since its 2022 invasion.

Kyiv has denounced those demands as unacceptable and a violation of Ukraine's sovereignty.

Mr. Trump underscored how many casualties Russia has been suffering on the battlefield in a post Friday on Truth Social after Mr. Putin's comments, claiming that 20,000 Russian soldiers had died this month. "That is a lot of unnecessary DEATH!" he wrote.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, in a statement issued shortly after Mr. Putin's remarks, urged Russia to "move beyond the exchange of statements and technical-level meetings to talks between leaders."

Russia and Ukraine held three rounds of talks in Turkey earlier this year at Mr. Trump's urging. Kyiv has insisted on a one-to-one meeting between the two presidents as the only way to reach a deal, while Moscow has balked at the suggestion.

Until recently, the Russian leader was decrying Mr. Zelensky as illegitimate and suggesting he could only negotiate with someone else.

Mr. Putin said Friday he hoped the lower-level talks would continue.

Even as Mr. Trump issues threats, his administration is still engaging with Moscow. On Thursday, Mr. Trump said that his special envoy, Steve Witkoff, would travel to Moscow after wrapping up his current meetings in the Middle East.

Asked on Thursday about the attack on Kyiv, Mr. Trump called Russia's actions "disgusting," a marked change in tone for the U.S. leader, who spent the first months of his second term avoiding any criticism of Russia.

It is unclear exactly what penalties Mr. Trump plans to impose on Russia and its trading partners if the Kremlin fails to meet his deadline.

Earlier this week, Mr. Trump said on social media that India would be subject to a 25 percent tariff, because the nation is Russia's largest buyer of energy along with China. Mr. Trump had previously suggested he would impose a tariff of "about 100 percent" on nations buying Russian oil.

Mr. Putin also moved Friday to up the ante in Moscow's confrontation with the West, saying work was underway to deploy Russia's new hypersonic, nuclear-capable missile in neighboring Belarus this year.

Mr. Putin had revealed the existence of the missile, the intermediate range Oreshnik, last November when the Russian military launched it at Ukraine in response to Ukraine using U.S. and British weapons to hit targets deep in Russia.

Asked about the prospect of deploying the missiles in Belarus, which borders several NATO member countries, Mr. Putin said military experts from both countries had picked a location. "There is work underway now to prepare those positions," he told Russian reporters. "So it looks like we will likely settle this issue before the end of the year."

Maria Varenikova contributed reporting from Kyiv.
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El Salvador Ends Term Limits, Letting Bukele Seek Re-Election Indefinitely

President Nayib Bukele has cracked down on gangs and civil rights, jailing tens of thousands of people. The National Assembly also extended the presidential term to six years.

President Nayib Bukele of El Salvador at the White House in April.  Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Francesca Regalado, Annie Correal and Alan Yuhas



Aug 01, 2025 at 05:55 AM

Lawmakers in El Salvador abolished presidential term limits on Thursday, paving the way for President Nayib Bukele, who has aided President Trump's deportation efforts and whose government has jailed tens of thousands in its crackdown on gangs and civil rights groups, to run for re-election indefinitely.

The change was among several amendments to the country's constitution approved by the National Assembly, where Mr. Bukele's party holds a supermajority. Lawmakers also extended a president's term in office from five years to six, amending five articles with 57 votes in favor and three opposed, the National Assembly said on social media.

Salvadoran lawmakers in Mr. Bukele's party have described the changes to the Constitution as a way to free voters from the constraints of term limits.

"It will be the people who decide, as many times as they wish, whether to continue supporting the path of transformation that our nation is experiencing," Ana Figueroa, the lawmaker who proposed the amendments, wrote on social media on Thursday.

She noted that lawmakers and local officials, like mayors, do not have term limits. Mr. Bukele did not immediately comment on the amendments.

Many regional experts, human rights groups and others said they feared that the vote represented only the latest move to consolidate power in the hands of Mr. Bukele, who has used strongman tactics to crack down on violent street gangs that have long ravaged the country.

First elected in 2019, Mr. Bukele won a landslide re-election in 2024, riding his enormous popularity for decimating the gangs. He was able to do so in part by declaring a state of emergency that allowed authorities to carry out mass arrests with no due process. Tens of thousands of people were jailed, and rights groups say many of them had no ties to the gangs.

This year, Mr. Bukele's government has escalated a crackdown on civil society groups who have been critical of his tactics. Under the state of emergency, which was extended for the 40th time last month, he has gone after dissidents, carrying out arrests that have prompted some civil rights advocates and journalists to flee.

Under Mr. Bukele, 44, El Salvador has become one of the safest countries in the region, and the president has dismissed accusations that he has embraced authoritarian tactics.

"I don't care if they call me a dictator," he said in June. "I would rather be called 'dictator' than watch them kill Salvadorans in the streets."

Mr. Bukele has also positioned himself as President Trump's closest partner in Latin America, playing a role in Mr. Trump's deportation plans by imprisoning people expelled from the United States. In exchange, Mr. Bukele's government has received around $5 million and has sought the return to El Salvador of many top leaders of the MS-13 gang in U.S. custody.

American authorities have found substantial evidence of secret negotiations between Mr. Bukele's government and MS-13 leaders, and some experts say Mr. Bukele may want to bury that evidence by seeking the gang leaders' return. He has denied having any pact with the gangs, casting the blame for gang negotiations on his predecessor.

He has, from the start of his political career, styled himself as a clean break from the political parties that had dominated El Salvador since the end of its civil war in the 1990s. He has highlighted his relative youth, embraced social media and created a team to produce highly stylized videos and photos that show fearsome, tattooed gang members behind bars or in poses of submission. And he has variously described himself as the world's "coolest dictator" and a "philosopher king."

Mr. Bukele's current term ends in 2029, but the recent changes would move that up to 2027 to coincide with legislative elections, at which point he could run for a six-year term.
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States Have More Data About You Than the Feds Do. Trump Wants to See It.

Critics fear that personal data might be used to monitor immigrants and political foes, and to spread false tales of fraud.

How much should the government be allowed to know about you?  Karsten Moran for The New York Times



By Emily Badger



Aug 01, 2025 at 03:10 PM

As the Trump administration has sought to amass personally sensitive data on millions of individuals in America, it has run into one roadblock. The states, and not the federal government, hold many of the details Washington officials would now like to see.

The states administer many safety-net programs funded with federal dollars. They run elections and register voters. They track employers and individual workers. That means they hold a clearer, more recent portrait of where to find people, what needs they have and who lives with them.

The Trump administration is now expanding its data push to this trove, reaching into domains long controlled by the states -- and further into their residents' lives.

This week, 20 states with Democratic attorneys general, along with the District of Columbia and Gov. Andy Beshear of Kentucky, sued the U.S. Department of Agriculture over its demand for data on anyone who has applied for or received food stamps in the last five years. Democratic states are also suing the Department of Health and Human Services for taking data the states have shared to administer Medicaid and giving it to the Department of Homeland Security for immigration enforcement. The Department of Justice has also sought nonpublic voter files from states.

The federal government says it needs this information to ensure election integrity, to identify waste and fraud and to keep ineligible immigrants off benefit rolls. But critics fear that the personal data could be used to monitor immigrants and ideological opponents, or be misconstrued to portray widespread fraud.

California's attorney general, Rob Bonta, said, "The ongoing pursuit of data and the ongoing pursuit of power are interlinked inextricably." Gregg Vigliotti for The New York Times


"I can only conclude that they're trying to amass a comprehensive, universal database to surveil the American people and to weaponize the data for their agenda," said California's attorney general, Rob Bonta, whose office has helped coordinate the Medicaid and food stamp lawsuits.

The White House, pointing to waste in Medicaid and state errors in calculating one in 10 food stamp payments, said new federal scrutiny was necessary.

"Americans overwhelmingly support common-sense provisions to stop the waste of taxpayer dollars," the White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said. Doing so would "strengthen these benefits for families who need them."

She also said the administration was ensuring the accuracy of voter rolls. But only the states have been authorized by Congress to maintain those lists.

"If you're looking at this as a data puzzle," Elizabeth Laird, with the Center for Democracy and Technology, said of the administration's efforts to amass data, linking information held by the states "is the largest piece of that puzzle."

Current addresses and family links

The White House signaled its data-centralizing effort in a March executive order calling for federal agencies to share information that has long been guarded in separate data sets. Notably, the order also sought "unfettered access to comprehensive data from all state programs that receive federal funding" -- programs like Medicaid and food stamps.

The statutes creating those programs -- combined with federal privacy laws -- contain no such requirement, however.

"The president has no authority to instruct states to turn data over to federal agencies," said Bridget Fahey, a law professor at the University of Chicago. Rather, states have agreements with the federal government to run specific cooperative programs, with rules for who has access to personal information and what it can be used for. These agreements often contain provisions for the federal government to audit state data.

"But audit provisions are different from 'we just want to hold the data for ourselves, and use it for a bunch of purposes,'" Professor Fahey said.

The states suing the Department of Agriculture argue that the agency is proposing to do just that with food stamp data. The agency in June announced plans for a "National Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Information Database" -- in effect, a central repository of every person using or applying for the program. In SNAP's six decades, the federal government has never had such a thing.

"Why does the federal government need all the information on everybody who's receiving SNAP?" said Robert Gordon, who ran the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and served in the Biden White House. "I don't know the answer to that question. There might be a good answer -- I don't know what it is."

The program already has a process for states to check the accuracy of a sample of benefits every year, and then for the federal government to check that work.

The full data, though, could be useful for immigration enforcement. The states typically have more up-to-date data to locate individuals -- at home or work -- than the federal government does. And they regularly come in contact with undocumented immigrants. Undocumented adults who are ineligible for SNAP can still legally apply for benefits for their U.S. citizen children (while describing their own incomes, addresses and household relationships). And undocumented immigrants who don't qualify for Medicaid can still under federal law receive emergency hospital services funded by federal "emergency Medicaid." Those immigrants are in state Medicaid data, too.

The federal government has been more explicit about how it plans to use Medicaid information. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (C.M.S.) and the Department of Homeland Security reached an agreement in July giving Immigration and Customs Enforcement access to Medicaid data to identify and locate immigrants.

ICE by itself frequently lacks sufficient address data to find immigrants, the agency said in a court declaration. When immigration officials sent Health and Human Services a spreadsheet of 7.6 million individuals it sought in June, the health agency found 1.1 million records that appeared to match those individuals in its Medicaid database, according to the declaration.

The states suing over the agreement say that by using health data to locate people, C.M.S. is reneging on the terms of its longstanding partnership with the states.

"For decades, the line that C.M.S. has given to the public -- and that C.M.S. has instructed states to give to the public -- is that Medicaid program data will be used and disclosed solely for the purpose of program administration," said Julian Polaris, a partner with Manatt Health, which advises states and health care providers on Medicaid policy. That can include checking applicants' citizenship status and auditing for ineligible recipients. But it's unprecedented, he said, for Medicaid data to be used for generalized immigration enforcement.

"What is unprecedented," an H.H.S. spokesperson said in a statement, "is the systemic neglect and policy failures under the Biden-Harris administration that opened the floodgates for illegal immigrants to exploit Medicaid -- and forced hardworking Americans to foot the bill."

In the first Trump term, Kris Kobach made requests for comprehensive state voter file data.  Barrett Emke for The New York Times


Data and power

The push for state data is a more far-reaching version of actions during the first Trump administration. In 2017, a commission with the stated goal of election integrity and run by the Kansas secretary of state, Kris Kobach, made sweeping requests for state voter files. Nearly every state refused or offered only public data (Mississippi's Republican secretary of state told the commission to go jump in the Gulf of Mexico).

The Trump administration tried again to obtain state data, including motor vehicle records, after the Supreme Court said that it could not add a citizenship question to the census. A 2019 executive order sought records that could construct "citizenship data for 100 percent of the population" to help evaluate immigration policy and to provide data states might need to apportion legislative districts based solely on citizen populations. The effort, the order said, had "nothing to do with enforcing immigration laws against particular individuals."

Critics today note that the Trump administration across both terms has sought widespread personal data -- but that the reasons for needing it have shifted, encompassing election integrity; legislative redistricting; waste, fraud and abuse; and now immigration enforcement. That suggests the administration sees value in having that data well beyond any single use of it.

"The ongoing pursuit of data and the ongoing pursuit of power are interlinked inextricably," said Mr. Bonta, the California attorney general.

But while Republicans have balked historically at federal intrusions into personal privacy and state power, few are protesting now. That's true even as the Trump administration has again sought voter files from Republican-controlled states.

"This is at its core a federalism issue," said David Becker, the executive director and founder of the Center for Election Innovation and Research.

He warned that if Republican states don't also defend their roles in that system, a future Democratic administration might want all this data and power, too.
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Energy Dept. Attacks Climate Science in Contentious Report

The agency asked five climate skeptics to write a report criticizing the consensus on global warming. Scientists are pointing out its errors.

The Department of Energy in Washington, D.C. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Maxine Joselow and Brad Plumer
Reporting from Washington


Jul 31, 2025 at 04:52 PM

Sea level rise is not accelerating. More carbon dioxide in the atmosphere will be good for plant growth. The computer models used to predict global warming tend to exaggerate future temperature increases.

These arguments, routinely made by people who reject the scientific consensus on climate change, were included in an unusual report released by the Energy Department on Tuesday. The report, which is meant to support the Trump administration's sweeping efforts to roll back climate regulations, contends that the mainstream scientific view on climate change is too dire and overlooks the positive effects of a warming planet.

Climate scientists said the 151-page report misrepresented or cherry-picked a large body of research on global warming. Zeke Hausfather, a climate scientist at Berkeley Earth  and the payments company Stripe, called the document a "scattershot collection of oft-debunked skeptic claims " that "are not representative of broader climate science research findings."

The report demonstrates the extent to which President Trump is using his second term to wage a battle against climate change research, a long-held goal of some conservative groups and fossil fuel companies. While the first Trump administration often undermined federal scientists and rolled back more than 100 environmental policies, officials mostly refrained from trying to debate climate science in the open.

This time, Trump officials have gone much further.

The Environmental Protection Agency this week cited the Energy Department report in its proposal to repeal a landmark 2009 finding that greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, pose a threat to public health. That determination, known as the endangerment finding, underpinned the agency's legal authority to limit greenhouse gas emissions from cars, power plants and other industrial sources of pollution.

The new report also comes months after the Trump administration dismissed hundreds of scientists and experts who had been compiling the federal government's flagship analysis of how climate change is affecting the country. That analysis, known as the National Climate Assessment, was set to explore how rising temperatures will influence public health, agriculture, fisheries, water supplies, transportation, energy production and other aspects of the economy.

"It is a coordinated, full-scale attack on the science," said Dave White, who directs the Global Institute of Sustainability and Innovation at Arizona State University. "This was present in the first Trump administration, but it's being exacerbated in the second."

The vast majority of climate scientists agree that carbon dioxide, which is released by the burning of fossil fuels, is accumulating in the atmosphere and raising global temperatures. This warming is increasing the risk of destructive storms, droughts, wildfires and heat waves around the globe.

The Energy Department commissioned its own report from five prominent skeptics of the consensus view. They include Steven E. Koonin, a physicist and author of a best-selling book that calls climate science "unsettled"; John Christy, an atmospheric scientist who doubts the extent to which human activity has caused global warming; and Judith Curry, a climatologist who has said there is too much "alarmism" about warming.

An Energy Department spokesman, Ben Dietderich, wrote in an email that the report "critically assesses many areas of ongoing scientific inquiry that are frequently assigned high levels of confidence -- not by the scientists themselves but by the political bodies involved, such as the United Nations or previous presidential administrations. Unlike previous administrations, the Trump administration is committed to engaging in a more thoughtful and science-based conversation about climate change and energy."

In response to emailed questions, four of the report's authors wrote that they would address any criticism during their report's 30-day public-comment period.

"Is the final draft perfect? No," Dr. Christy wrote. "We will be sifting through numerous public comments to fix the mistakes that we may have made or to include evidence we overlooked."

During Mr. Trump's first term, Dr. Koonin proposed that the E.P.A. conduct a "red-team, blue-team" exercise to challenge mainstream climate science. A "red team" of climate skeptics would critique major scientific reports on global warming, and a "blue team" of climate scientists would rebut the claims.

But that plan was ultimately blocked by John F. Kelly, then the White House chief of staff. He and other White House aides worried that the exercise could harm Mr. Trump's re-election chances and distract from the administration's efforts to repeal Obama-era environmental regulations.

 Charles Watkins/U.S. Department of Energy

 Rob Culpepper for The New York Times

 Stephen Crowley/The New York Times

Steven E. Koonin; John Christy; Judith Curry.

Now, however, the views of Dr. Koonin and other skeptics are prominently featured in the Energy Department report. Its title is "A Critical Review of Impacts of Greenhouse Gas Emissions on the U.S. Climate."

The report does not directly dispute that carbon dioxide is heating the planet. And it does not attempt to deny many effects of global warming, such as the melting of vast ice sheets that sit on top of Greenland and Antarctica that are contributing to rising sea levels around the world.

But in many cases, the authors question established research on the significance and the risks of this warming.

For instance, the report suggests that solar activity may be an "underestimated" contributor to warming, citing a recent paper that has been sharply criticized. In contrast, a 2021 report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which was compiled by hundreds of scientists, determined that human activity is responsible for essentially all of the global warming seen to date, while natural factors like sunspots have played little role.

The Energy Department report also repeatedly highlights the positive effects of carbon dioxide, saying that "rising CO2 levels benefit plants, including agricultural crops." The report does not mention recent research that found that rising global temperatures can have an adverse effect on yields of staple crops like rice, soybeans and wheat.

The report's authors "are right that crops breathe CO2, just like we breathe oxygen," said Andrew Hultgren, an assistant professor of agricultural and consumer economics at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. But exposure to extreme heat reduces the ability of plants like corn, wheat and other staples to produce food, he said, "and that's where they get things wrong."

The authors also wrote that U.S. tide gauges "show no obvious acceleration in sea-level rise beyond the historical average rate." But satellite measurements for the past 30 years have found that sea level rise is accelerating globally. The authors seem to have selectively chosen data from certain tide gauges that supported their point, said Robert Kopp, a climate scientist at Rutgers University.

Experts said they were struck by how quickly the Energy Department's report was put together. When the federal government has previously compiled National Climate Assessments, it has convened hundreds of scientists who spend years gathering research and go through several rounds of peer review.

In contrast, the five scientists assembled by the Energy Department began work in early April and finished by a May 28 deadline, according to the report. "The short timeline and the technical nature of the material meant that we could not comprehensively review all topics," the authors wrote.

Some experts said that a push for more debate on certain aspects of climate science could be productive.

Roger Pielke Jr., a political scientist, has previously criticized other climate researchers for misrepresenting evidence on how global warming has affected extreme weather to date. He said that parts of the report appeared reasonable, such as its point that some of the very worst-case scenarios used in climate research are now widely seen as unrealistically dire. He added that it was a problem for climate science when dissenting views get marginalized.

"These scientists have said they want to motivate discussion and debate," said Dr. Pielke, who is now a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank. "So let's see if they live up to that expectation."

But others were skeptical that the Trump administration was merely trying to start a discussion, particularly since the E.P.A., in its proposal to repeal regulations on greenhouse gas emissions, was leaning on the Energy Department's scientific review to make its case.

Raymond Zhong contributed reporting from London.
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'Clinton Plan' Emails Were Likely Made by Russian Spies, Declassified Report Shows

An annex to a report by the special counsel John H. Durham was the latest in a series of disclosures about the Russia inquiry, as the Trump team seeks to distract from the Jeffrey Epstein files.

The release of the annex to a report by the special counsel John H. Durham, right, adds new details to the public's understanding of a complex trove of 2016 Russian intelligence reports analyzing purported emails that Russian hackers stole from Americans. Samuel Corum for The New York Times



By Charlie Savage and Adam Goldman
Reporting from Washington


Aug 01, 2025 at 02:24 AM

The Trump-era special counsel who scoured the Russia investigation for wrongdoing gathered evidence that undermines a theory pushed by some Republicans that Hillary Clinton's campaign conspired to frame Donald J. Trump for colluding with Moscow in the 2016 election, information declassified on Thursday shows.

The information, a 29-page annex to the special counsel's 2023 report, reveals that a foundational document for that theory was most likely stitched together by Russian spies. The document is a purported email from July 27, 2016, that said Mrs. Clinton had approved a campaign proposal to tie Mr. Trump to Russia to distract from the scandal over her use of a private email server.

The release of the annex adds new details to the public's understanding of a complex trove of 2016 Russian intelligence reports analyzing purported emails that Russian hackers stole from Americans. It also shows how the special counsel, John H. Durham, went to great lengths to try to prove that several of the emails were real, only to ultimately conclude otherwise.

The declassification is the latest disclosure in recent weeks concerning the Russia investigation. The wave has come as the administration is seeking to change the subject from its broken promise to release files related to the disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein.

The report annex indicates that a key piece of supposed evidence for the claim that Hillary Clinton approved a plan to tie Donald J. Trump to Russia in 2016 is not credible. Eric Lee for The New York Times


Even as the releases shed more light on a seismic political period nearly a decade ago, Mr. Trump and his allies have wildly overstated what the documents show, accusing former President Barack Obama of "treason."

The release of the annex was no exception. John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director, said in a statement that the materials proved that suspicions of Russian collusion stemmed from "a coordinated plan to prevent and destroy Donald Trump's presidency."

And Kash Patel, the F.B.I. director, who has a long history of pushing false claims about the Russia investigation, declared on social media that the annex revealed "evidence that the Clinton campaign plotted to frame President Trump and fabricate the Russia collusion hoax."

In reality, the annex shows the opposite, indicating that a key piece of supposed evidence for the claim that Mrs. Clinton approved a plan to tie Mr. Trump to Russia is not credible: Mr. Durham concluded that the email from July 27, 2016, and a related one dated two days earlier were probably manufactured.

Ahead of the 2020 election, Mr. Ratcliffe, as director of national intelligence in Mr. Trump's first term, had declassified and released the crux of the July 27 email, even though he acknowledged doubts about its credibility. Officials did "not know the accuracy of this allegation or the extent to which the Russian intelligence analysis may reflect exaggeration or fabrication," he said.

Among some Trump supporters, the message became known as the "Clinton Plan intelligence," as Mr. Durham put it in his final report.

In his report, Mr. Durham used the U.S. government's knowledge of the supposed plan, via the Russian memos, to criticize F.B.I. officials involved in the Russia investigation for not being more skeptical when they later received a copy of the Steele dossier and used it to obtain a wiretap order. The dossier, a compendium of Trump-Russia claims compiled by a former British spy, stemmed from a Democratic opposition research effort and was later discredited.

"Whether or not the Clinton Plan intelligence was based on reliable or unreliable information, or was ultimately true or false," Mr. Durham wrote, agents should have been more cautious when approaching material that appeared to have partisan origins.

Mrs. Clinton in 2016. Mr. Durham was never able to prove any Clinton campaign conspiracy to frame Mr. Trump by spreading information that it knew to be false about his ties to Russia. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


Mr. Durham's report also mentioned that Mrs. Clinton and others in the campaign dismissed the allegation as ridiculous, positing that it was Russian disinformation. But Mr. Durham banished to the annex concrete details he had found that bolstered her campaign's rebuttal, burying until now the conclusion that the email he called the "Clinton Plan intelligence" was almost certainly a product of Russian disinformation.

The annex shows that the person who supposedly sent the July 27 email, Leonard Benardo of the Open Society Foundations network, told Mr. Durham in 2021 that he had never seen the message and did not write it. The network is the philanthropic arm of the liberal financier George Soros, who has been made out to be a villain by Russian state media and by some American conservatives.

The annex also cited a purported email from July 25, 2016, also attributed to Mr. Benardo. Referring to President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, the message claimed that a Clinton adviser was proposing a plan "to demonize Putin and Trump," adding, "Later the F.B.I. will put more oil into the fire."

That message identified the adviser as "Julie," while the July 27 one said "Julia." An accompanying Russian intelligence memo identified the aide as Julianne Smith, a foreign policy adviser for the Clinton campaign who worked at the Center for a New American Security.

But the trove of Russian files contained two different versions of the July 25 message -- one that somehow had an additional sentence. And Mr. Benardo denied sending it, telling Mr. Durham's team that he did not know who "Julie" was and would not use a phrase like "put more oil into the fire."

Ms. Smith informed Mr. Durham in 2021 that she had no memory of proposing anything to campaign leadership about attacking Mr. Trump over Russia, although she "recalled conversations with others in the campaign expressing their genuine concerns that the D.N.C. hack was a threat to the electoral system, and that Trump and his advisers appeared to have troubling ties to Russia."

The annex also shows that Mr. Durham obtained emails from several liberal-leaning think tanks mentioned in the Russian memos and did not find copies of the messages supposedly written by Mr. Benardo. The think tanks included the Open Society Foundations, the Atlantic Council, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Center for a New American Security.

But Mr. Durham found other "emails, attachments and documents that contain language and references with the exact same or similar verbiage" to those messages. Those included a July 25 email by a Carnegie Endowment cyberexpert that contained an extensive passage about Russian hacking that was echoed, verbatim, in the purported July 25 message attributed to Mr. Benardo.

Mr. Durham also obtained text messages from Ms. Smith on July 25 showing that she had unsuccessfully tried to determine whether the F.B.I. had opened an investigation into the Democratic National Committee breach, although they did not mention Mr. Trump. And he obtained a July 27 email from Ms. Smith asking her colleagues at the think tank to sign a bipartisan statement criticizing Mr. Trump's denunciations of the NATO alliance as reckless and too friendly to Russia.

Mr. Durham wrote that it would have been logical for someone to conclude that she played a role in efforts by the Clinton campaign to tie Mr. Trump to Russia. Her July 25 texts and July 27 email could be seen as support for the idea that such a plan existed, he added.

But ultimately, in weighing all the evidence, Mr. Durham concluded that the Russians had probably faked the key emails, the annex shows.

"The office's best assessment is that the July 25 and July 27 emails that purport to be from Benardo were ultimately a composite of several emails that were obtained through Russian intelligence hacking of the U.S.-based think tanks, including the Open Society Foundations, the Carnegie Endowment and others," it says.

The Russian intelligence memos first came to public attention in 2017 after The New York Times and The Washington Post explored a decision by James B. Comey Jr., the former F.B.I. director, to violate Justice Department procedure. In publicly addressing the investigation into Mrs. Clinton, he sharply criticized her use of a private email server but said no charges could be brought over it.

Mr. Comey later told Congress and an inspector general that he decided to be the face of the decision, rather than allowing Justice Department officials to do so, as is typical, in part because of something in the Russian memos. A Dutch spy agency had hacked the memos from a Russian spy agency's server in 2016 and gave copies to the U.S. government.

Two of the memos described purported communications in January 2016 and March 2016 involving a top Democratic Party leader, Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Florida, one with Mr. Benardo and the other with a different official at the Open Society Foundations. The memos indicated that the attorney general at the time, Loretta E. Lynch, was pressuring the F.B.I. about the email inquiry and sharing confidential information about it with the Clinton campaign.

But Mr. Comey and other officials also said they believed that the memos described fake emails, in part because the January one also said that Mr. Comey himself was trying to help Republicans win the election. In 2017, Mr. Benardo and Ms. Wasserman Schultz said that they had never even met, let alone communicated about Mrs. Clinton's emails.

The Trump administration has also declassified and released a report by Republicans on the House Intelligence Committee that summarized unflattering claims about Mrs. Clinton from the Russian memos without flagging suspicions that the trove contained misinformation.

After the special counsel investigating the Trump campaign's ties to Russia, Robert S. Mueller III, issued his final report, the attorney general at the time, William P. Barr, assigned Mr. Durham to hunt for evidence proving Mr. Trump's conspiracy theory that the investigation had stemmed from a deep-state plot against him.

In 2020, as The New York Times has reported, after Mr. Durham failed to find evidence of intelligence abuses, he shifted to instead trying to find a basis to blame the Clinton campaign for the fact that Mr. Trump's campaign had come under suspicion of colluding with Russia.

Mr. Durham was never able to prove any Clinton campaign conspiracy to frame Mr. Trump by spreading information that it knew to be false about his ties to Russia, but he nevertheless used court filings and his final report to insinuate such suspicions. He brought charges of false statements against two people involved in outside efforts to scrutinize possible ties between Mr. Trump and Russia, both of which ended in quick acquittals.
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Unnoticed Whistle-Blower Document Alarms Justice Department Veterans

A complaint concerning a top Justice Department official, Emil Bove III, went unnoticed for more than two months, raising worries that an internal watchdog has gone dormant.

As a top Justice Department official, Emil Bove III fired dozens of lawyers and agents without any stated cause, in seeming violation of civil service protections and longtime department practice. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Jul 31, 2025 at 07:30 PM

The Justice Department's internal watchdog lost a crucial account from a whistle-blower detailing wrongdoing by political appointees for more than two months, prompting criticism that the agency's inspector general has been inactive and silent during a time of deep turmoil.

The complaint, submitted in early May, accused top Justice Department officials like Emil Bove III of overseeing an effort to mislead judges and skirt or ignore court orders, according to people familiar with the filing.

That the office received, but did not act upon, a potentially explosive set of allegations two weeks before news of Mr. Bove's nomination to become a federal appeals court judge has raised serious concerns from current and former department lawyers that the unit responsible for policing not just the department but agencies like the F.B.I. and D.E.A. may have gone largely dormant.

"We were all stunned," said Libby Liu, the chief executive of Whistleblower Aid, a group representing the person who filed the complaint. "Clearly the inspector general failed in their basic function here. If they don't even open whistle-blower complaints, then what is going on?"

A spokesperson for the inspector general declined to comment on the handling of the complaint.

The filing, which is not public, was submitted to the inspector general's office in electronic form on May 2, and a longer, printed version that included documentary evidence was delivered on May 5, according to people familiar with the filing.

The inspector general appears to have done nothing with the information for more than two months, and many in that office did not realize they even had the material until a day or two before the full Senate voted on Mr. Bove's nomination. He was confirmed Tuesday by a razor-thin margin, 50 to 49.

Last Friday, when the whistle-blower group went public about the filing's existence, the inspector general's office told lawmakers that it had no such complaint, according to people familiar with the case, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. The office only found the documents after lawyers for the whistle-blower presented electronic and FedEx delivery receipts for them.

The implications of that inaction are potentially significant, given that Republicans have cast skepticism on another Justice Department whistle-blower, Erez Reuveni, describing his account as part of a politically timed effort by Democrats to scuttle a Trump nomination.

That someone appears to have come forward about Mr. Bove's conduct well before his nomination was known would undercut those claims. The complaint, according to people familiar with it, outlines a set of allegations that largely tracks with Mr. Reuveni's account.

The mishandling of that complaint underscores a growing concern among current and former Justice Department officials that the inspector general seems strangely silent in the second Trump administration.

In his first week back in the White House, President Trump fired more than a dozen inspectors general across federal agencies -- though not the Justice Department's. Earlier this week, administration officials attacked that agency's inspector general over an investigation into the defense secretary's use of a messaging app to discuss pending military operations. A Pentagon spokesman called that inquiry "a sham, conducted in bad faith and with extreme bias."

The longtime leader of the Justice Department inspector general's office, Michael E. Horowitz, recently left to take the same job at the Federal Reserve. Unlike the rest of the Justice Department, the senior ranks at the inspector general's office remain largely intact, mostly untouched by the Trump administration staff cuts or firings. It is now led by acting inspector general William M. Blier.

That makes the office's seeming inaction even more baffling to those well versed in its work.

Michael Bromwich, a former Justice Department inspector general during the Clinton administration, said that even before the second Trump administration began, the pace of internal department investigations had noticeably slowed.

Mr. Bromwich said he represents clients in three issues before the inspector general. One of those, he said, could have been resolved in a few months but instead has been pending for more than two years.

In the other, more recent cases, he said, "we've filed complaints in the last three months that provide details of misconduct at high levels of the department and have received no indication about whether they will do anything meaningful."

One such case involved Elizabeth G. Oyer, the department's former pardon attorney who was dismissed shortly after she resisted pressure to recommend restoring the gun rights of the actor Mel Gibson. In that instance, the inspector general has opened a "preliminary" investigation, though the progress of the case is unclear.

It is "very disappointing that there is no evidence of any serious investigative activity in the face of highly publicized allegations of misconduct," Mr. Bromwich added. "Maybe the collective decision is, if we just hunker down we can outlast them and we'll start doing our work again. But we're in a time when that's just not an appropriate attitude for the I.G. to have, particularly when there's no such thing as congressional oversight over D.O.J. right now."

In declining to comment, the spokesperson for the inspector general would say only that the office has a general practice of not confirming or denying the existence of investigations.

The inspector general does have significant limits on what it can investigate inside the Justice Department. Issues concerning how lawyers make legal decisions or handle cases, for instance, are typically reserved for the department's Office of Professional Responsibility, which reports to the attorney general.

In the case of Mr. Reuveni's complaint, many of his allegations were the type of concerns about conduct that would typically be left to the Office of Professional Responsibility.

But as Mr. Bove and other administration officials have fired more than a hundred lawyers and agents without any stated cause, in seeming violation of civil service protections and longtime Justice Department practice, the inspector general has been publicly silent.

That silence and apparent inaction, according to Ms. Liu, only deepens the fear among current department employees of speaking out if they see wrongdoing by their superiors or colleagues.

"If the people inside know that the Justice Department inspector general is doing nothing, then the intimidation of potential whistle-blowers is extreme," she said.
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Fed Governor Steps Down Early, Giving Trump Opportunity to Shape Central Bank

The resignation comes as President Trump has openly pressured the central bank to lower interest rates and called for Jerome H. Powell, the chair, to step down.

Adriana Kugler will step down from her position as a governor of the Federal Reserve Board. Kylie Cooper/Reuters



By Alan Rappeport and Colby Smith
Reporting from Washington


Aug 01, 2025 at 08:39 PM

The Federal Reserve announced on Friday that Adriana D. Kugler will step down from her position as a governor of the Federal Reserve Board next Friday. Her term was due to expire in January, but her early resignation gives President Trump an opportunity to more quickly appoint someone who could eventually replace Jerome H. Powell as chair.

Ms. Kugler missed the Fed's most recent policy meeting this week and did not vote. In a speech earlier last month, she said the Fed should not cut interest rates "for some time" as tariffs trickled through to consumer prices.

The opening on the board comes as Mr. Trump pressures the Fed to cut interest rates and publicly berates Mr. Powell, saying he should lower borrowing costs or resign. The president has also toyed with firing Mr. Powell or naming a successor before Mr. Powell's term as chair ends in May. On Friday, he went so far as to call on the board to remove Mr. Powell from his position as chair.

The Fed statement about Ms. Kugler's early resignation did not give a reason for her decision. The central bank declined to comment beyond the announcement.

"It has been an honor of a lifetime to serve on the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System," said Ms. Kugler said in a statement. "I am especially honored to have served during a critical time in achieving our dual mandate of bringing down prices and keeping a strong and resilient labor market."

Ms. Kugler has served as a governor at the Fed since September 2023 after being nominated by former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. She plans to return to her job as a public policy professor at Georgetown University in the fall.

Ms. Kugler is an economist with a background in labor economics who has Colombian heritage and was the U.S. executive director of the World Bank. She was the first Latino person to serve on the Fed's board.

Mr. Powell said in a statement that Ms. Kugler "brought impressive experience and academic insights to her work on the board."

The decision means that Mr. Trump will have the ability to reshape the top ranks of the central bank, both in terms of picking a new chair and filling Ms. Kugler's seat. If Mr. Trump makes clear that whomever he chooses for Ms. Kugler's seat is his pick for the chair, that could make for an awkward and potentially market-rattling situation in which the new governor is seen as something of a shadow chair, potentially undercutting Mr. Powell.

Another wild card is whether Mr. Powell, once stepping down as chair, will leave the Fed altogether or stay on as a governor until that term expires in 2028. When asked on Wednesday at a news conference, he rebuffed the question, telling reporters: "I do not have any update for you."

What he chooses to do will have broad ramifications for whomever Mr. Trump selects to fill Ms. Kugler's seat on the seven-person board. If Mr. Powell remains a governor, whoever is appointed to Ms. Kugler's vacancy will have to be a possible pick to become the next chair. If Mr. Powell chooses to depart, Mr. Trump will have yet another spot to fill.

Mr. Trump, speaking to reporters on Friday afternoon, said he had just learned about the open position. "I just found out that I have an open spot on the Federal Reserve Board. I'm very happy about that," he said.

He later posted on social media that Mr. Powell "should resign, just like Adriana Kugler, a Biden Appointee, resigned. She knew he was doing the wrong thing on Interest Rates. He should resign, also!"

In his first term, Mr. Trump selected Mr. Powell as chair and later had the opportunity to appoint two more governors to the powerful board, whose members vote on every policy decision. Those two officials, Christopher J. Waller and Michelle W. Bowman, dissented on the Fed's decision this week to keep interest rates steady and instead called for a quarter-point reduction in interest rates at the July meeting. Mr. Trump noted their dissents on social media on Friday, describing them as "strong" and saying the push will only get "stronger."

The more people Mr. Trump is able appoint to the board, the more sway he will have over the institution, which is set up to operate independently of the White House. The Fed is instead overseen by Congress, which must also vote on the president's picks.

Mr. Trump has led a public campaign to discredit the Fed in recent months, culminating in his visit to the central bank's headquarters to tour its $2.5 billion renovation last week. The president has said Mr. Powell mismanaged the project, which is $700 million over budget, and he appointed new leaders to the National Capital Planning Commission to review the cost of the renovation.

Bill Pulte, the Federal Housing Finance Agency director, who has been pushing for Mr. Powell to resign and even drafted a letter firing him as chair, posted the news of Ms. Kugler's departure on X with a siren emoji.
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Judge Extends Protections for Migrants From Nepal, Honduras and Nicaragua

In blocking the end of deportation protections for more than 60,000 migrants, the judge said the Trump administration's language surrounding the program had strayed into racist conspiracy theories.

A migrant deportation flight in January. A judge extended protections for Hondurans, Nicaraguans and Nepalis through at least mid-November. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Aug 01, 2025 at 06:09 AM

A federal judge blocked the Trump administration on Thursday from ending deportation protections for more than 60,000 migrants from Nepal, Honduras and Nicaragua, writing in a withering order that Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem had perpetuated xenophobic stereotypes and racist conspiracy theories in her drive to suspend their legal status.

The administration's actions have amounted to asking migrants "to atone for their race, leave because of their names and purify their blood," Judge Trina L. Thompson of the Northern District of California wrote. "The court disagrees."

The administration is trying to end protections for Hondurans, Nicaraguans and Nepalis through a program known as Temporary Protected Status, which is intended to shield migrants from deportation if their home countries are facing natural disasters or conflict. The changes were set to go into effect in the coming weeks, but Judge Thompson blocked them at least until a hearing set for Nov. 18.

"By stereotyping the T.P.S. program and immigrants as invaders that are criminal, and by highlighting the need for migration management, Secretary Noem's statements perpetuate the discriminatory belief that certain immigrant populations will replace the white population," she wrote.

"Color is neither a poison nor a crime," she added.

Among other comments, Judge Thompson cited Ms. Noem's reference to immigrants in a news interview as "some of the most dangerous people in the world" and her remarks that other countries were emptying "their prisons, their mental institutions" and sending those people to the United States.

In a statement, the Department of Homeland Security said Judge Thompson was editorializing while ignoring the meaning of federal law.

"T.P.S. was never meant to be a de facto asylum system, yet that is how previous administrations have used it for decades," said Tricia McLaughlin, a department spokeswoman. "This is yet another example of how out-of-control judges are race baiting to distract from the facts," she said, and the president's "constitutionally vested powers under Article II."

"We will appeal, and we expect a higher court to vindicate us," she added.

Judge Thompson's order postponed any action by the department to immediately withdraw those protections, "to preserve the status quo" until the court could hear full arguments on the legality of the policy.

Efforts by the Trump administration to withdraw Temporary Protected Status from other groups, including Afghan and Haitian migrants, have run into fierce legal resistance, although the administration has secured a key victory at the Supreme Court, which allowed such protections to end for Venezuelans.

The Supreme Court, as is typical in rulings on emergency applications, gave no reasoning. But a number of lower court judges have expressed serious doubt about the administration's motives. Several have noted that while the government has traditionally reviewed temporary status for certain groups to evaluate its necessity, no president has upended the lives of hundreds of thousands of migrants at once by seeking to bring the program to end.

The government had argued across several cases that any delay in enacting its plans undermined the country's foreign policy and national interests, and that it was within the president's authority to backtrack on immigration policy.

Ms. Noem has also proposed ending the status in cases where the government has determined the original disaster or conflict has been resolved. Republicans say that the program has strayed far beyond its original intent, turning what were meant to be temporary protections into essentially permanent ones.

But Judge Thompson, an appointee of Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr., wrote that the potential harms to the United States as a whole greatly outweighed any inconvenience to the government in extending the protections.

She noted an estimated $1.4 billion loss to the economy if protections were terminated, as well as a substantial loss of tax revenue and Social Security and Medicare contributions.

Above all, postponing any termination of the program was necessary to keep families together and prevent individuals from being "wrongfully removed" on more humanist grounds, she wrote.

"The freedom to live fearlessly, the opportunity of liberty and the American dream," she wrote. "That is all plaintiffs seek."
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Florida Is Buying Plane Tickets for Unauthorized Immigrants to Self-Deport

Immigrants in custody, with no felony convictions, may be offered direct commercial flights home -- and avoid "Alligator Alcatraz."

Gov. Ron DeSantis said that unauthorized immigrants could avoid being taken to the state-run detention center in the Everglades if they chose to self-deport.  Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters



By Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from Miami


Aug 01, 2025 at 06:56 PM

Florida has started to pay for plane tickets for certain unauthorized immigrants to self-deport, officials said this week, in what appears to be the first such program run in part by a state.

Unauthorized immigrants who are in custody and have no prior felony convictions may be offered direct commercial flights to return to their home countries as part of the program, which is a collaboration between the Florida Highway Patrol and the U.S. Border Patrol's Miami sector.

The program is underway in law enforcement stations in West Palm Beach and Dania Beach, south of Fort Lauderdale, Madison Kessler, a spokeswoman for the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, said in a statement. The Border Patrol also confirmed in that the program is in effect.

On Friday, Gov. Ron DeSantis said that unauthorized immigrants could avoid being taken to the state-run detention center in the Florida Everglades named "Alligator Alcatraz" if they chose to self-deport. "We do have options for you to short-circuit that whole process if you're here illegally," he said.

Perhaps more than any other state, Florida has sought to aggressively assist the federal government with immigration enforcement. It has required state and county law enforcement to sign formal cooperation agreements with federal authorities and built a state-run immigration detention center under emergency state powers. Mr. DeSantis and James Uthmeier, the state's attorney general, have threatened local elected officials who have tried to resist.

The Florida self-deportation program is distinct from a federal program that offers unauthorized immigrants a $1,000 stipend and a plane ticket home.

It is unclear when the Florida program began, how many unauthorized immigrants have self-deported under it or how much the state has paid for their flights. Neither the state nor Border Patrol responded to those questions. The Washington Examiner reported that the flights were taking place out of Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport.

Last week, Mr. DeSantis, a Republican, said that a "couple dozen" people had self-deported under the program.

Nayna Gupta, the policy director for the American Immigration Council in Washington, said that Florida's "coercive offer of money to a flight to safety" so as to avoid the harsh conditions reported at the Everglades detention center might be pushing noncitizens "to give up their fundamental, constitutional, Fifth Amendment right to due process."

"There is no clear authority for the State of Florida to interfere in federal immigration enforcement in this manner," she said.

Florida first said several months ago that it planned to pursue a "voluntary departure program." Larry Keefe, the executive director of a new state board overseeing immigration enforcement, said late last month that a pilot program -- the first of its kind in the nation -- had been developed, though details have been scant since.

Florida officials have gone as far as to suggest that the state would arrange its own flights to send deportees out of the state or country to help the Department of Homeland Security, though the federal government has not taken up that offer. The first deportation flights out of the Everglades detention center began last week, operated by Homeland Security.
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In Tense Hearing, Texas Republicans Defend Redrawn Political Map

The legislative hearing was part of a rapidly moving redistricting process, pushed by President Trump, that could see the map approved next week.

State Representative Chris Turner during a public hearing on congressional redistricting in Austin, Texas, on Friday. Eric Gay/Associated Press



By J. David Goodman
Reporting from the State Capitol in Austin, Texas


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:28 PM

The towering rotunda of the Texas State Capitol echoed with the sound of protests on Friday during the first and only public hearing on a proposed congressional map pushed by President Trump and drawn to flip five Democratic U.S. House seats in favor of Republicans.

Hundreds of people gathered to oppose the map in a tense, daylong hearing that included forceful and frustrated testimony from several Democratic members of the U.S. House whose districts were being moved, eliminated or dramatically redrawn in a map that was unveiled on Wednesday.

"It is not only racial, it is racist," said U.S. Representative Al Green, a Democrat and vocal critic of Mr. Trump. His Houston district was shifted from south of downtown to a Republican area east of the city. "We are losing representation, and I'm going to stand against it."

The hearing before a Texas House committee was part of a fast-track legislative process for the new map. The Texas gerrymandering effort is the first in what could become a cascading series of warring redistricting efforts between Democratic and Republican states, initiated by the president's push to secure as many seats as possible ahead of midterm elections that almost always favor the party out of power in the White House.

The newly drawn lines were expected to pass the committee, possibly late Friday, and could come up for a full vote in the Republican-dominated body as soon as Tuesday.

"This is going to create a ripple effect around the country," said State Representative Jon Rosenthal, a Houston Democrat and the vice chairman of the committee.

The redrawing of House maps is supposed to happen at the beginning of each decade, mandated by population shifts recorded in the decennial census. Mid-decade redistricting is rare and almost always contentious, and the accelerated timeline pursued by Republicans in a special session of the Texas legislature has frustrated the state's Democrats, who have few means of preventing it from going forward.

Democrats will soon have to decide whether to take the drastic step of walking out on the legislative session entirely, a move that would deny Republicans a quorum and halt the process, at least temporarily.

Texas Republicans, who had remained mostly silent in defense of redistricting before the map was made public on Wednesday, seemed confident on Friday for the first time since Mr. Trump's desire for a mid-decade redistricting began circulating in Austin months ago.

Several spoke in favor of the lines, even as they disclaimed much knowledge about who was involved in its creation.

Representative Todd Hunter, a Corpus Christi Republican and the sponsor of the map legislation, said he had gotten the map from the Austin law firm of Butler Snow. He added that he believed many lawyers and consultants were involved, and that the firm worked on past redistricting in Texas.

"You didn't ask them where they got the map?" asked State Representative Christian Manuel, a Beaumont Democrat.

Mr. Hunter said he did not know who had drawn the lines. But he strongly defended them. He said the districts were more compact in their shapes, drawn with partisan, not racial, considerations in mind, and would be found to be legal if challenged in court, as Democrats have promised to do.

"These districts were drawn primarily using political performance -- that criteria from the United States Supreme Court," he said, referring to a 2019 decision by the high court, which said federal courts are powerless to hear challenges to partisan gerrymandering.

Mr. Hunter said four of the five seats now occupied by Democrats would be majority Hispanic in their redrawn form, defending the new map against charges that it violates the Voting Rights Act, which was passed to defend minority representation.

Several Republican lawmakers highlighted the district represented by U.S. Representative Greg Casar, a progressive Democrat, which stretches from San Antonio to Austin, with a narrow strip connecting them.

State Representative Carl Tepper, a Lubbock Republican, said the proposed map was "much more cohesive, the districts, than they were previously."

Democrats and some redistricting experts have questioned that assessment. For example, the 32nd House district, now an urban seat around Dallas held by U.S. Representative Julie Johnson, a Democrat, would be reshaped into an elongated tadpole with its narrow tail in suburban Dallas and its bulbous head 120 miles to the east in rural Gilmer.

The Democratic members of Congress who testified said the map was drawn to go after Black and Hispanic representatives and to disadvantage minority voters, in what they said was illegal under federal law.

U.S. Representative Jasmine Crockett, a Dallas Democrat, said she would go to court as soon as possible to seek an emergency injunction to block the map.

Representative Lloyd Doggett, a Austin Democrat, began his testimony by saying he had never appeared at a redistricting hearing during 30 years in office. But, he said, the proposed map was not crafted by Texans but rather by the White House, and he had to fight it.

"This is a Trump map," he said.

In the new map, he would be forced to compete with Mr. Casar, whose proposed district would be located in a Republican area east of San Antonio.
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Top Biden Aide Had $4 Million Incentive to Secure a 2024 Win

Mike Donilon was promised a bonus that would have doubled his payment for work on the campaign if the former president had been re-elected.

Mike Donilon was among former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s aides who resisted calls for him to end his re-election campaign, even after a damaging debate performance. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Reid J. Epstein and Tyler Pager



Aug 01, 2025 at 05:11 PM

Mike Donilon, the longtime strategist and confidant for former President Joseph R. Biden Jr., told congressional investigators Thursday that he would have received a $4 million bonus had Mr. Biden won re-election last year.

That shows how Mr. Donilon held a financial interest in Mr. Biden's remaining in the presidential race, all while Mr. Donilon was part of a very small inner circle of aides who kept damaging information from Mr. Biden. Mr. Donilon had also warned him that his "biggest issue is the perception of age."

The admission from Mr. Donilon, revealed by a person briefed on his testimony who also confirmed that Mr. Donilon said he was paid $4 million for his work on the campaign, came during testimony before a House Republican-led Oversight Committee investigation into Mr. Biden's mental acuity during his term in office. It was earlier reported by Axios.

Mr. Donilon was among the Biden aides who resisted calls for him to end his re-election campaign even after a debate performance that prompted a swell of opposition from within the Democratic Party. As recently as March, well after Mr. Biden left office, Mr. Donilon told The Harvard Political Review that Mr. Biden should have remained in the race and could still serve as president. "I still think he's the best person to be president today," Mr. Donilon said then.

It is not uncommon for top campaign aides to be promised what is often referred to as a "win bonus" should their candidate prevail. But the amount that Mr. Donilon would have received had Mr. Biden won is a remarkable sum. The $4 million he was already paid dwarfed the salaries of other senior campaign officials for Mr. Biden -- and later for Vice President Kamala Harris.

Mr. Donilon began his opening statement on Thursday by defending Mr. Biden's record in office and his own role working for the president. He said Mr. Biden was not diminished by his advanced age.

"Every president ages over the four years of a presidency and President Biden did as well, but he also continued to grow stronger and wiser as a leader as a result of being tested by some of the most difficult challenges any president has ever faced," Mr. Donilon told the committee, according to a copy of his opening statement reviewed by The New York Times.

"I thought that experience was enormously valuable for the nation," he said. "I believed that President Biden was the best person to lead the country on the day he took the oath of office, and I continued to believe that was true every day he served as president."

He said Mr. Biden was "deeply engaged and in command on critical issues."

But later in his testimony, the person briefed on his remarks said, Mr. Donilon conceded that he was often "frustrated" by "the visuals of President Biden that people were seeing."

Mr. Donilon, through an aide, declined to be interviewed. Mr. Biden's spokesman also declined to comment.
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Trump, Term-Limited, Amasses $200 Million War Chest for Political Ambitions

The money is meant to beat Democrats, but some Republicans worry it could be used to beat Republicans, too.

The super PAC that supports President Trump will have a huge role in Republican spending for the midterms next year. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Theodore Schleifer



Aug 01, 2025 at 03:02 AM

President Trump's super PAC is sitting on about $200 million that it can spend against his rivals, giving a term-limited president a never-before-seen amount of power in his party's finances and future.

In the first half of 2025, Mr. Trump's group, MAGA Inc., collected about $177 million from the likes of Elon Musk, Mr. Trump's erstwhile ally, the TikTok investor Jeffrey Yass and the Silicon Valley executives Ben Horowitz and Marc Andreessen, according to a filing on Thursday with the Federal Election Commission.

Mr. Trump has been able to capitalize on a thirst from corporate America to get into his good graces. He held a half-dozen fund-raisers for his super PAC this year with tickets costing seven figures a seat. At the dinners, often held at one of Mr. Trump's properties, executives and lobbyists had the chance to tell the president about their businesses.

The super PAC's exact cash on hand is $196.1 million, according to the filing.

There is no precedent for politicians so aggressively raising money for their own entities when they do not have a campaign to use it for. In the first half of 2013, a similar political group supporting a term-limited Barack Obama, Priorities USA, raised just $356,000. As of that June, it held $3.4 million, less than 2 percent of the cash on hand of Mr. Trump's super PAC.

The money raised by MAGA Inc. during the first six months of the year is almost twice the amount collected by the Republican National Committee, which is subject to contribution limits. Mr. Yass donated $16 million to the super PAC and Mr. Horowitz and Mr. Andreessen combined to donate an additional $6 million. His group also collected several seven-figure contributions from crypto companies, an industry that Mr. Trump has embraced, and $5 million from a crypto entity co-founded by the OpenAI chief Sam Altman.

That Mr. Trump is raising so much money for his group has confounded some Republicans.

Some of Mr. Trump's most loyal supporters have argued that he should try to run for a third term, despite it being unconstitutional. Mr. Trump's aides have argued that he would be foolish not to accept money that is essentially for the taking, and that the assets can be used to target Mr. Trump's rivals, beginning with Representative Thomas Massie, a Kentucky Republican whom MAGA Inc. is attacking. Mr. Massie broke with Mr. Trump on the president's decision to bomb Iran and on his domestic bill.

With a $200 million war chest, MAGA Inc. figures to be a big part of Republican primaries, making Mr. Trump's endorsements in those races all the more important. The money is sure to be spent on advertising to back Mr. Trump's endorsed candidates.

The sum raised by Mr. Trump's group has scrambled the Republican fund-raising landscape and worried some conservatives. Mr. Trump's group, not those of the Republican leadership in the House and Senate, will most likely be the biggest spender in the 2026 midterm elections, weakening the power of allies like Speaker Mike Johnson and Senator John Thune, the majority leader.

Mr. Johnson's and Mr. Thune's groups, the Congressional and Senate Leadership Funds, reported holding just $32.7 million and $29.7 million as of June 30. Super PACs had to file reports with the F.E.C. by midnight Thursday, detailing fund-raising and spending activity from January to June.

Perhaps the only group that could rival the influence of Mr. Trump's super PAC is Fairshake, a super PAC supported by the crypto industry that entered July with about $140 million on hand, filings show.

MAGA Inc. also has an allied political nonprofit group that is not required to disclose its donors or total donations but can spend some of its money on political advocacy. The New York Times reported in May that MAGA Inc. and the nonprofit had raised about $400 million since the November election.

Support from Mr. Musk was never guaranteed. He initially pledged to Mr. Trump that he would spend about $100 million on the president's political operation, but his eventual contributions were far smaller -- just $5 million. Mr. Musk's relationship with Mr. Trump has recently blown up, and Mr. Musk now considers himself unaligned politically.

The Tesla chief also made contributions to the Senate and Congressional Leadership Funds, the filings reveal. Mr. Musk donated $5 million to each group a few weeks after his public blowup with Mr. Trump, seemingly a signal that he planned to back Republicans in the midterms.

But a few days later, after Mr. Trump's budget bill passed, he pledged to leave the Republican Party and start a rival entity. He has made little headway in that work.

The filings also reveal that Mr. Musk spent about $45 million through his super PAC, America PAC, on a Wisconsin judicial race. Two-thirds of the money that Mr. Musk put into the super PAC in the first half of the year went to incentives for people who had signed or promoted a petition hawked by the super PAC, according to its filing. Mr. Musk's chosen candidate lost badly.

Other significant donations in the first half of 2025 revealed this week included $10 million from Mr. Yass to a super PAC supporting Vivek Ramaswamy, who is running for governor of Ohio; $1 million from the Oracle co-founder Larry Ellison to support Senator Lindsey Graham, the South Carolina Republican and a longtime friend; and millions from Paul Singer, John Paulson and a group backed by Miriam Adelson to another anti-Massie group, donations that Mr. Musk deemed "interesting."
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Trump Administration Is Freezing Over $300 Million for U.C.L.A. 

The university is the latest to be targeted by the federal government over claims of antisemitism and bias on campus.

A pro-Palestinian encampment at the University of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024. Last year, U.C.L.A. was the site of one of the nation's biggest protests against the war in Gaza. Mark Abramson for The New York Times
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Aug 01, 2025 at 12:21 PM

The federal government is freezing over $300 million in research funds for the University of California, Los Angeles, over claims of antisemitism and bias at the institution, according to its chancellor and Trump administration documents.

In a statement late Thursday, the chancellor, Julio Frenk, said that the federal government was cutting "hundreds of grants" to the university. 

Letters this week to U.C.L.A. from the Energy Department, National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health accuse the university of adhering to "illegal affirmative action" policies, failing to do enough to combat antisemitism on campus and discriminating against women by allowing the participation of transgender athletes.

The Trump administration paused the research funding as part of an investigation by the government's antisemitism task force, two administration officials said. The freeze included about $240 million in research grants from the Health and Human Services Department and the N.I.H., $81 million from the N.S.F. and $18.2 million from the Energy Department, a White House spokeswoman said.

The move makes U.C.L.A. the latest university to be targeted by Trump administration officials. It comes amid a broader pushback by the administration against what it sees as "woke" ideologies.

The N.S.F. said in a statement that it was "suspending awards to U.C.L.A. because they are not in alignment with current N.S.F. priorities and/or programmatic goals." The N.I.H. did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

In recent weeks, Columbia University, the University of Pennsylvania, Harvard, Brown and others have had federal funding reduced or threatened based on broad accusations from the Trump administration that range from antisemitism to improper support for diversity, equity and inclusion programs. In some cases, the government has used the threat of funding cuts to extract concessions and hundreds of millions of dollars from universities.

Last year, U.C.L.A. was the site of one of the nation's biggest protests against the Israeli military offensive in Gaza. The demonstrations prompted claims from across the political spectrum that the university didn't do enough to protect Jewish students or pro-Palestinian demonstrators.

On Tuesday, the university agreed to pay more than $6 million to settle a lawsuit from Jewish students and a professor who said that the university had allowed a hostile protest on campus. After the settlement was announced, the Department of Justice separately said that it had found the university violated civil rights laws by failing to respond to students' complaints of antisemitism.

Although the Trump administration intensified its attacks on U.C.L.A. this week, the school had been a target of the government's scrutiny for more than a year. In May 2024, Dr. Frenk's predecessor, Gene D. Block, testified before a congressional committee examining campus antisemitism. And in February, a Trump administration task force on antisemitism identified U.C.L.A. as one of 10 schools it intended to visit as it investigated whether "remedial action is warranted."

In recent weeks, U.C.L.A. would not say whether any of the task force's investigators had been to the campus.

Dr. Frenk said in his statement on Thursday that U.C.L.A. had taken "concrete action" to address antisemitism and discrimination, including creating a new office of campus safety.

"This far-reaching penalty of defunding lifesaving research does nothing to address any alleged discrimination," he wrote.

He called the cuts a "loss for Americans across the nation" whose work and health rely on the university's research.

The funding cut is an early test for Dr. Frenk, who became chancellor in January, as well as James B. Milliken, who took over as the University of California system's leader on Friday.

State and education leaders have been deeply concerned about the possibility that the Trump administration would target the university system as a whole, but especially the campuses in Los Angeles and Berkeley.

Both schools were on the antisemitism task force's list for potential visits. But the Department of Education has also said it was investigating accusations of antisemitism at several other U.C. campuses.

Alan Blinder contributed reporting.
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States Sue Over Trump Efforts to End Pediatric Transgender Medical Care

The lawsuit comes amid escalating efforts by the U.S. government to restrict the availability of certain services for transgender adolescents.

Transgender care for adolescents has become a flashpoint along with other medical services, including abortion, medical marijuana and physician-assisted suicide.  Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images
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Aug 01, 2025 at 06:51 PM

A coalition of states led by Democrats, including New York and California, sued Friday to stop the Trump administration from investigating doctors and hospitals who provide children with medical treatments for gender transition.

The lawsuit, filed in Federal District Court in Massachusetts, comes amid escalating efforts by the federal government to put an end to the availability of puberty blockers, hormones and gender-related surgeries for transgender adolescents.

In the past two months, the F.B.I. has asked the public to call its tip line about doctors "who mutilate" children "under the guise of gender-affirming care." The Justice Department sent more than 20 subpoenas to doctors and clinics that perform transgender medical procedures on minors, demanding confidential patient information. And the Federal Trade Commission is examining whether "practitioners of 'gender-affirming care' may be actively deceiving consumers" by making unsubstantiated claims about the effectiveness of such care, or by omitting warnings about risks to pediatric patients.

Some medical experts have concerns about the long-term side effects of puberty blockers and hormones on brain development, bone density and fertility.

Federal agencies served at least two subpoenas to major New York hospital systems in recent weeks -- Mount Sinai Health and NYU Langone Health -- as part of the inquiries into pediatric transgender medicine, according to people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to disclose subpoenas or had been told about their existence in confidence. Representatives for Mount Sinai and NYU Langone declined to comment.

The Justice Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The lawsuit, filed by attorneys general for 15 states and the governor of Pennsylvania, asks the federal court to declare that the government policies that prompted the investigations into pediatric transgender care were unlawful and must not be enforced. The lawsuit argues that the Justice Department's actions "reflect an unconstitutional attempt to infringe on the states' power to regulate medicine."

The lawsuit places transgender care for children alongside other health services that have been engulfed in legal controversy amid federal efforts to restrict those services, even as some states are trying to allow them. This has happened in fights over abortion, medical marijuana and physician-assisted suicide.

More than half of U.S. states have passed laws restricting gender-transition treatments for minors. In some other states, those treatments have some protections under state law, according to the lawsuit. In New York, the attorney general, Letitia James, warned hospitals in February that they risked violating state anti-discrimination laws by denying gender-affirming care to trans youth -- as the federal government was pressuring hospitals to do.

"Plaintiff states have enacted numerous laws to protect transgender residents and ensure access to medically necessary health care," the suit states. "These enactments reflect the policy judgments by many plaintiff states that continued access to this care is vital to the health, well-being, dignity and autonomy of their residents."

The lawsuit takes aim at an executive order that President Trump issued just over a week after taking office. Titled "Protecting Children From Chemical and Surgical Mutilation," the order said: "Medical professionals are maiming and sterilizing a growing number of impressionable children under the radical and false claim that adults can change a child's sex through a series of irreversible medical interventions."

"This dangerous trend will be a stain on our nation's history, and it must end," it continued.

The executive order came amid intense debate in the United States and Europe about medical treatments for young people who are seeking to transition. The availability of such treatments, and the number of children seeking them, has risen sharply in recent years.

For some children with gender dysphoria -- distress over the mismatch between their gender identity and their birth sex -- starting treatments early in adolescence can help them navigate their feelings and identity and reduce depression and distress, experts say. Other experts question whether starting those treatments at such a young age might lock in life-altering choices before children truly understand who they are.

The lawsuit notes that the president's executive order has already largely accomplished its goal. Since the order, some hospitals have stopped providing medical interventions to trans youth, while others have canceled appointments for puberty blockers or stopped taking new pediatric patients.

"Facing threats to their licenses, livelihoods and liberty, some providers in plaintiff states have announced that they will cease providing this longstanding, medically necessary, often lifesaving care to their patients," the lawsuit states.

The executive order instructs federal agencies to bring pressure to bear on hospitals and doctors who prescribe puberty blockers or hormones to trans children. It threatens to cut off federal research funding to hospitals and medical schools. And it orders federal law enforcement authorities to consider whether some transgender medical procedures violate federal laws -- and to prioritize enforcement.

The order singles out a federal law prohibiting female genital mutilation as a potential tool for prosecutors to use in criminal investigations of pediatric transgender care. That law was passed with the goal of outlawing female genital cutting -- a common rite of passage in some cultures -- among girls of immigrant families in the United States.

The lawsuit asks a federal judge to block prosecutors from using that law in cases involving clinicians who treat trans children.

"No federal law prohibits, much less criminalizes, the provision or receipt of gender-affirming care for transgender adolescents," states the lawsuit, which names Mr. Trump, the Justice Department and Attorney General Pam Bondi as defendants.

The suit also asks a judge to declare a section of Mr. Trump's executive order -- which instructs the Justice Department to prioritize investigations into pediatric transgender medicine -- "unconstitutional and unlawful."

"The federal government is running a cruel and targeted harassment campaign against providers who offer lawful, lifesaving care to children," Ms. James, the New York attorney general, said. "This administration is ruthlessly targeting young people who already face immense barriers just to be seen and heard, and are putting countless lives at risk in the process."
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Manhattan Has More Secure Buildings Than Most Cities. That Wasn't Enough.

Decades of threats have heightened security in New York City. But Monday's attack in a Park Avenue office building shows the limits of preparedness.

The office building in New York City where a gunman killed four people on Monday. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Noam Scheiber



Aug 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

At the heart of the horrific shooting that killed four people at a Manhattan office building on Monday is a tragic irony: All things considered, the building at 345 Park Avenue was relatively well prepared to withstand a violent attack.

It had security personnel -- a police officer and at least one security guard in the lobby. It had turnstiles that required a badge to be scanned. And many tenants of the building had the presence of mind to barricade themselves in offices once it became clear that an armed intruder had entered.

"As horrible and heartbreaking as it is that people lost lives in this, it could have been a lot worse had they not had that security protocol," said Glen Kucera of Allied Universal, which provides security to hundreds of large companies.

He said that additional security might have stopped the attacker but that it was very difficult to completely neutralize an armed assailant who had "made up his mind to hurt people" and was willing or even determined to die. The gunman double-parked his car near the building and began firing upon entering. He killed four people before turning the gun on himself.

Experts on building security say most large office buildings in New York City have something resembling the security measures at the Park Avenue building. They said the real question wasn't so much whether New York buildings would take additional steps in the aftermath of Monday's tragedy, but whether buildings and employers in other cities might revise their approaches to be more like those in Manhattan.

"New York is the one city in America where, by far, virtually all high-end buildings have turnstiles," said Mark Ein, the executive chairman of Kastle Systems, a building security firm with clients around the country. That is not the case in most cities, he said.

New York office buildings have been bolstering their security for decades, amid terrorist attacks and other threats. Experts said there was an additional ramp-up when harassment and violent crime increased earlier this decade.

Chris Pierson, the chief executive of BlackCloak, a firm that provides digital security to top corporate personnel, said that the company noticed a sharp rise of online harassment of executives in 2022 and 2023, and that this was often a "leading indicator" of harassment in person.

Security spending appears to have climbed in line with that trend. From 2021 to 2024, spending on executive security by a typical S&P 500 company that discloses such information more than doubled, according to Equilar, an executive compensation research firm.

Then came the shooting of UnitedHealthcare's chief executive outside a Midtown Manhattan hotel in December. That attack alarmed many executives and seemed to have led to a tightening of security procedures in other buildings.

"Our security program was enhanced following the UHC shooting," one corporate official wrote in response to a survey by the Partnership for New York City, a group of more than 300 large companies with a significant presence in New York.

"That included adding additional armed security, external surveillance and intelligence resources. We also added the N.Y.P.D. paid overtime detail, which is a critical component of our program," the official said, referring to the New York Police Department. The survey was conducted after Monday's Park Avenue killings.

"Things are more locked down in New York City than the rest of the country," said Glen Kucera of Allied Universal, which provides security to hundreds of large companies.  Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Since the shooting this week, Mr. Kucera of Allied Universal said companies had inquired about putting in place additional security measures. This could include canine teams or a so-called hostile surveillance specialist program, which involves stationing plainclothes armed guards outside a building.

Mr. Kucera said that only about 20 percent of the hundreds of Fortune 500 companies that did business with Allied had such surveillance specialists in place, though he expected the figure to rise in the coming months, and that only high-profile buildings tended to have a uniformed police presence, as at 345 Park. But, he noted, "things are more locked down in New York City than the rest of the country."

The respondents to the Partnership for New York City survey indicated that they were generally comfortable with their security and unlikely to add to it meaningfully.

But outside New York, business leaders were beginning to grapple with the possibility that they might need to enhance their security as well. Mr. Ein said Kastle had seen an increase in inquiries this week from buildings outside New York.

Michael Hammer, the chief executive of Dickinson Wright, a law firm with more than 500 lawyers in 23 offices in cities across the United States and Canada, said threats or harassment coming from people connected to a legal matter involving the firm had increased since the pandemic.

Mr. Hammer said that the firm typically brought in the police or security to deal with such episodes while also periodically adjusting its protocols, and that it would soon do a general security review. While some of the firm's offices in large cities have a human security presence in their lobbies and require people to have credentials to enter the buildings, that is not true of all its offices.

"In some smaller locations, it is more of an informal situation," Mr. Hammer said. "We'll probably have to investigate it, look at the local tolerance in the office for an armed guard. We'll have to figure it out because it's becoming more prevalent."

Dana Rubinstein and Emma Goldberg contributed reporting.
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Neighbors Recall a Grim Day as a Mother Is Charged With Killing Her Sons

Stephanie Castillo was arraigned on Thursday on charges of killing her twin sons in 2020. Residents of the Bronx building where she lived remember the day the bodies were found.

In 2020, the police responded to the discovery of two infants' bodies in the Bronx. Desiree Rios for The New York Times
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Nearly five years have passed, but the memories are still vivid.

Word of an arrest last week in the death of newborn twins jolted neighbors in a Bronx apartment building back to the day the boys' bodies were discovered behind the property.

Washing dishes on that fall afternoon, Gladys Lugo peered out of her first-floor window and noticed the building's superintendent pulling a rumpled bundle of blankets from the trash, she recalled. Another resident, Juan Santana, was walking his dogs down the block when he came across emergency workers, fighting back tears. 

No one suspected that Stephanie Castillo, 36, a former building resident who was arraigned Thursday on murder charges in the babies' deaths, had any role in the tragedy, several of her former neighbors said. "Never in a million years," said Jessica Ramos, who lived down the hall from Ms. Castillo. No one could recall even knowing that Ms. Castillo was pregnant. Prosecutors said that DNA evidence identified Ms. Castillo as the mother of the children.

"They would have been 5 this November. That's my daughter's age," Ms. Ramos said of the twins, Zeke and Zane. Those were the names that police officers posthumously gave the boys after their remains were found on Nov. 9, 2020.

"We have a lot of questions," she said.

What prompted the killings, and why it took nearly five years to charge Ms. Castillo, remains unclear. Ms. Castillo had lived with family members on the fourth floor in the six-story prewar complex on College Avenue near Claremont Park, where many residents have known one another for at least a decade. Mr. Santana said he and his children often exchanged greetings with her when they came across her walking her dog.

Neighbors ran into each other less frequently during the pandemic, when Ms. Castillo would have been carrying the twins. It was during that period of upheaval that investigators recovered the bodies of the boys in an alleyway, according to a criminal complaint that said that the infants died of blunt force trauma.

Ms. Castillo, who has been hospitalized since her arrest last week, appeared remotely at her arraignment on Thursday at Bronx Criminal Court, where she faced first-degree murder charges. From a television screen, she listened to the charges, which also included second-degree murder and first-and-second-degree manslaughter. 

She is expected to return to court in September. Her lawyer could not be reached for comment.

At the College Avenue building, Ms. Lugo recalled when investigators appeared soon after the grim discovery of the bodies. Detectives began to question residents, including Ms. Lugo, and told her that the babies were dead. "I cried so much," she said.

In the weeks that followed, the tight-knit community was under a harsh spotlight. News reporters showed up, police cars remained parked outside and many of the residents were fingerprinted, Ms. Lugo said.

Ms. Castillo remained in the building until roughly a year ago, when the rumor among residents was that she had argued with a family member and moved out. She later landed at a homeless shelter on Jerome Avenue near East 177th Street in the Morris Heights neighborhood of the Bronx.

Her roommate at the shelter, Daniela Ricciardi, 44, described her as depressed but a "sweet" person who would look out for others but did not know how to ask for help for herself. Other residents at the shelter said that Ms. Castillo was distant and withdrawn.

Last week, amid the sweltering heat, Ms. Castillo seemed to snap out of her stupor, Ms. Ricciardi recalled, and she said she wanted to play among a flock of birds that had landed near the shelter. So they did, and also darted through the spraying water of a nearby fire hydrant. "We got soaked," Ms. Ricciardi said.

Moments later, Ms. Ricciardi said, the police pulled up to the shelter and arrested Ms. Castillo.
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3 Charged With Abusing Toddlers at Manhattan Branch of Child Care Giant

The Bright Horizons employees sprayed children in the face with bleach, hit them on the head with metal bottles and, in one instance, covered a girl's mouth with packing tape, prosecutors said.


By Ed Shanahan



Jul 31, 2025 at 11:39 PM

The accusations are a parent's nightmare. One day care worker covered a toddler's mouth with packing tape so that the girl could not breathe. Another hit five children on the head with metal bottles. A third sprayed two toddlers in the face with bleach.

The workers were employed at a branch of the child care giant Bright Horizons near Columbus Circle in Manhattan. Together, prosecutors say, they abused 1- and 2-year-olds under their supervision for more than a year.

All three employees -- Evelyn Vargas, Latia Townes and Shakia Henley -- are charged with multiple counts of child endangerment, a misdemeanor, Alvin L. Bragg, the Manhattan district attorney, said in a news release this week. Ms. Vargas, 47, is also charged with felony counts of assault, strangulation and attempted assault. Ms. Townes, 24, is charged with attempted assault as well.

In a statement, Bright Horizons, which operates about two dozen child care centers in New York City and more than 1,000 in the United States, Britain, the Netherlands, Australia and India, said it had fired Ms. Vargas, Ms. Townes and Ms. Henley in February.

"We took immediate action by terminating the individuals and reporting to the local authorities," the company said. "Since then, we have fully cooperated with those authorities. Our concern remains for the children and families involved."

Ms. Vargas pleaded not guilty at an arraignment on Wednesday before Justice Ann D. Thompson in State Supreme Court. Dressed all in black and with her hair pulled back in a tight bun, Ms. Vargas had an impassive expression as she entered the plea.

Christopher Charnetsky, an assistant district attorney, described how Ms. Vargas had cut off the girl's breathing by putting packing tape over her mouth. He said she had lifted the child into the air to show her to a co-worker, saying, "Look, she's turning red."

As Mr. Charnetsky spoke, Ms. Vargas looked down at her folded hands, rubbing her thumbs and shaking her head softly. Her demeanor remained largely the same as Mr. Charnetsky ticked off accusations that included pushing toddlers to the ground, pulling them by their arms and dragging them by their hair between rooms on three occasions.

He said that Ms. Vargas had struck children on the head with water jugs and metal bottles, thrown a cup at a toddler from across a room, stuffed a tissue into a crying child's mouth, force-fed ginger shots to two toddlers and restrained several children in chairs for extended periods.

Ms. Vargas appeared shaken as she left the courtroom with her lawyer and another woman. She pulled up a black denim jacket to shield her face when reporters approached in the hallway. She and her lawyer both declined to comment. The lawyer, Christopher Booth, did not respond to a phone message seeking comment on Thursday.

Ms. Townes is charged with abusing at least five toddlers. She repeatedly pushed and shoved children in her care to the ground, hit them on the head with metal bottles and restrained them in chairs for long periods, Mr. Bragg said. She also verbally harassed the children by calling them names and laughing when they were in distress, he said.

Ms. Henley sprayed at least two children in the face with cleaning supplies, including soap and bleach mixed with water, prosecutors said. She, too, is accused of keeping toddlers strapped into chairs.

Eugene Nathanson, a lawyer for Ms. Henley, 37, said she had pleaded not guilty at an earlier arraignment based on a criminal complaint. He declined further comment. A lawyer who had been representing Ms. Townes said on Thursday that she no longer was. Information was not immediately available about who had replaced her.

The abuse occurred from September 2023 until this past February, Mr. Bragg said in the release. Witnesses described the behavior to investigators, according to the complaints filed against the three women this month.

The city's health department, which regulates day care centers, said in a statement that it had investigated the Bright Horizons branch immediately after receiving a complaint about abuse there in February. The department had substantiated the accusations, the statement said, and had shared its findings with the city child welfare agency.

"The health and safety of New York City's children in child care are a top priority," the health department said in its statement.

Bright Horizons is a publicly traded company whose shares are listed on the New York Stock Exchange. It has 31,000 employees and had $2.7 billion in revenue last year, up 11 percent from 2023, according to a company news release. Its share price closed at $113.10 on Thursday.

Much of the company's business involves offering regular or backup child care to employees of its more than 1,000 corporate customers. (The New York Times is among them.)

In 2022, Bright Horizons was fined 800,000 pounds, or just over $1 million, after the British authorities found that its failure to adequately train workers at an Edinburgh nursery had contributed to an 11-month-old boy's death by choking on a piece of mango.

Eryn Davis contributed reporting.
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Elite New York High School Admits 8 Black Students in a Class of 781

The city's eight specialized high schools are regarded as crown jewels but also symbols of segregation. The number of Black and Hispanic students admitted to them dipped slightly from last year.

Stuyvesant High School, in Manhattan, is regarded as the most selective of the specialized high schools in New York City. Kevin Hagen for The New York Times



By Troy Closson



Jul 31, 2025 at 10:49 PM

For years, the low representation of Black and Hispanic students in New York City's most selective public high schools has ignited debate over race and segregation in the largest school system in the United States -- and this summer appears likely to be no different.

On Thursday, the Department of Education announced that Black students received 3 percent of acceptance letters to the eight elite schools, known as specialized high schools, while Hispanic students were offered just under 7 percent of all spots. Both figures were a slight decline from last year.

At Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan, the most selective of the specialized schools, eight of the 781 offers this spring went to Black students while 27 went to Hispanic pupils. Asian students were offered 509 spots, and white students were offered 142. (Another 95 seats went to teenagers who identify as multiracial or whose background was unknown.)

The specialized schools educate about 5 percent of the city's high school students. But they have long been viewed as a ladder into the nation's top universities for students from immigrant households and low-income families.

During the last four decades, Black and Hispanic enrollment at these schools has plummeted as Asian representation has soared. The numbers stand out in a public school system in which 42 percent of students are Hispanic, 20 percent are Black, 19 percent are Asian and 16 percent are white. (Three percent of students are multiracial or Native American.)

School integration has waned as a political issue in New York in the last five years. Still, the issue -- including candidates' stances on the specialized high schools -- could emerge as a sticking point for some voters in this fall's crowded general election for mayor.

Most years, the admissions numbers are shared with the public by mid-June, when classes are still in session.

But Mayor Eric Adams's administration significantly delayed this year's release. The announcement from the school system did not include a comment from city officials on the figures, nor did it address the timing of their disclosure.

Nathaniel Styer, a former spokesman for the city's Education Department during the Adams administration, wrote on social media in early July, "They should've had this data out at least a month ago."

Students are admitted to the schools based on a single entrance exam that tests their mastery of English and math, and pupils sometimes spend months or even years preparing for the test.

Just over 4,000 students received acceptance letters for the fall semester after nearly 26,000 eighth-graders took the exam last fall. Black and Latino students made up more than 44 percent of all test-takers.

Another highly competitive specialized school, the Bronx High School of Science, made 21 offers to Black pupils and 55 to Hispanic students, in a freshman class of 738, down from a combined 97 offers last year.

Some of the schools admit less homogenous freshman classes: Roughly 18 percent of seats at Brooklyn Latin in Williamsburg went to Black and Hispanic students.

Starting next fall, students will take a digital version of the entrance exam for the first time. Some test preparation organizations have expressed concern that the shift could worsen inequality and place students who are less proficient with technology at a disadvantage.

During Bill de Blasio's second term as mayor, public school families in New York were embroiled in a pitched debate over the eight schools and whether their admissions system perpetuated segregation.

A student activist group called Teens Take Charge rallied in 2021 outside Stuyvesant High School to protest the lack of diversity in New York City's specialized high schools. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times


Mr. de Blasio outraged many parents by proposing to replace the entrance test with a system in which students' acceptance would be determined in part by their middle school class rank. Black and Latino students would have made up more than 40 percent of enrollment, but Asian students would have lost about half their seats. The plan failed.

Over the last seven months, the Trump administration has cracked down on integration efforts in public schools, investigating admissions practices at institutions that have been accused of discriminating against Asian American students to favor other racial groups.

Zohran Mamdani, the winner of the Democratic primary for mayor and an alumnus of the Bronx High School of Science, said in a 2022 questionnaire that his own education helped him understand "just how segregated" the city's public schools were. He said he backed integration measures such as abolishing the entrance exam for specialized high schools.

But during his mayoral campaign, Mr. Mamdani -- and most other candidates -- rarely spoke about the test. He has moved away from his call to eliminate the admissions test and has said he would support an independent analysis to determine if the exam is biased.

Other candidates have dramatically shifted their stances. During the de Blasio administration, Eric Adams, who had long opposed the entrance exam, likened the specialized schools to "a Jim Crow school system."

Since becoming mayor, Mr. Adams, who is running for re-election as an independent, has not sought changes to the admissions system, or pursued integration efforts more broadly.

His schools chancellor, Melissa Aviles-Ramos, said at a recent City Council hearing that while integration has often been "portrayed in the media in Black and white terms," the "one-dimensional portrayal simply doesn't reflect the demographics of our city in 2025."

Melissa Aviles-Ramos, the chancellor of the public schools, has spoken of the complexity of student demographics. She was flanked by David Banks, left, her predecessor, and Mayor Eric Adams when her appointment was announced. Todd Heisler/The New York Times


Like the specialized high schools, classes for the city's elementary gifted and talented students have attracted scrutiny for their low enrollment of Hispanic and Black children, though many parents argue the programs are crucial opportunities for high-achieving pupils to receive accelerated coursework.

Mr. Adams added a small number of new seats in classrooms for gifted and talented students. The city also replaced a single high-stakes admissions test -- which children took at age 4 -- with a system in which prekindergarten teachers nominate students to enter a lottery.

Since the change, the percentage of Hispanic students enrolled in kindergarten gifted classes doubled, to 16 percent, in 2023 from 8 percent in 2020, according to Trevonda Kelly, the system's chief enrollment officer. The number of Black students rose to 14 percent, from 4 percent, during the same period.

Ms. Kelly acknowledged that the Education Department was grappling with "feedback from educators and families who are not in love with the lottery" -- which could pose a challenge for the winner of the November election.
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Mary Gaillard, Who Broke a Ceiling in Subatomic Research, Dies at 86

Overcoming discrimination in a mostly male preserve, she did groundbreaking work that showed experimentalist physicists where and how to look for new particles.

Mary K. Gaillard in 1985, four years after she became the first woman hired by the physics department at the University of California, Berkeley. University of California, Berkeley



By Katrina Miller



Jul 31, 2025 at 08:26 PM

Mary K. Gaillard was 16 and still known as Mary Ralph when a boy in her neighborhood asked her what she wanted to do with her life. She told him that she wanted to be a physicist.

"A singularly unfeminine profession," he replied.

Decades later, that remark would inspire the title of Dr. Gaillard's memoir, "A Singularly Unfeminine Profession: One Woman's Journey in Physics" (2015), in which she recounted a career spanning a golden age of particle physics, when the outlines of how nature behaves at subatomic scales were just beginning to emerge.

Dr. Gaillard contributed key insights to what is now known as the Standard Model -- scientists' best theory about the properties and interactions of elementary particles -- while overcoming discrimination as one of the few women in her field and inspiring other female physicists to do the same.

Dr. Gaillard's 2015 memoir describes a career spanning a golden age of particle physics, when the outlines of how nature behaves at subatomic scales were just beginning to emerge. World Scientific Press


Physics was "her life," her son Bruno said. "She was consumed by it." 

Known to many as Mary K, sans period, Dr. Gaillard, who died on May 23 at 86, was the first woman hired by the physics department at the University of California, Berkeley, and later became a senior scientist at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. But much of her groundbreaking work occurred earlier, during a long stint as an unpaid visiting scientist at the European Organization for Nuclear Research, or CERN, a laboratory on the Franco-Swiss border.

She was "brilliant at doing calculations," said John Ellis, a physicist at King's College London, who collaborated with Dr. Gaillard at CERN. "If she calculated something, you could be sure that it was correct."

Dr. Gaillard made dozens of calculations that predicted the properties and behaviors of particles, some yet to be discovered. Colleagues described her as having a knack for translating theory into experimental methods that physicists could use to prove the existence of such particles.

In the late 1960s, experimental results began to suggest that protons and neutrons were made of even smaller particles, known as quarks. Theoretical calculations hinted that these quarks were tightly bound together by other particles called gluons.

Working with theorists at CERN, Dr. Gaillard deduced that gluons would sometimes appear after a collision of electrons and positrons, the positively charged version of electrons. Physicists in Germany discovered gluons through this process in 1979.

In 1975, Dr. Gaillard and her collaborators determined that the Higgs boson -- also known as "the God particle," as it plays a role in imbuing all other particles with mass -- would sometimes break down into two photons. Scientists confirmed the existence of the Higgs boson through this process in 2012, a discovery that earned Peter W. Higgs, of the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, and Francois Englert, of the Universite Libre de Bruxelles in Belgium, a shared Nobel Prize in 2013.

Mary Katharine Ralph was born on April 1, 1939, in New Brunswick, N.J., to Philip Lee Ralph, a history professor, and Marion (Wiedmayer) Ralph, a schoolteacher and counselor. Mary K grew up in Painesville, Ohio, and developed an interest in physics in high school.

In 1960, she graduated from Hollins College (now Hollins University) in Virginia with a bachelor's degree in physics. Later that year, she enrolled in the graduate physics program at Columbia University. She married a physicist, Jean-Marc Gaillard, in 1961 and followed him to France.

At the time, women were often discouraged from pursuing theoretical physics, she wrote in her book, so she assumed that she would become an experimental physicist. But in France, she struggled to find a laboratory to work in. One scientist chided her for moving to France for marriage rather than physics. Another told her that his lab accepted only those who had been students at two all-male French schools; still another rescinded his offer after learning that she was pregnant.

"But it never occurred to me to give up," Dr. Gaillard said in an interview with UC Berkeley News in 2015. "It was something I loved."

Her high exam scores earned her admission to the theory group at the University of Paris at Orsay. In the 1960s, France's academic system offered two levels of doctoral degrees. She earned her first doctorate in 1964, and began working at France's National Center for Scientific Research, or CNRS, although she spent most of her time at CERN; she earned her second doctorate in 1968.

Dr. Gaillard in 1972 with the theoretical physicist Murray Gell-Mann, at the European Organization for Nuclear Research, or CERN, a laboratory on the Franco-Swiss border. CERN


At CERN, Dr. Gaillard gained recognition for her calculations, all while juggling her research with frequent work-related travel and raising three children. She established and led a theory group at Annecy Particle Physics Laboratory in France in 1979, and became a director of research at CNRS in 1980. But CERN lab officials never offered her a paid staff position.

"They were getting the benefit of her, and not affording her the status that she should have had," Michael Chanowitz, a physicist at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, said in an interview. He collaborated with Dr. Gaillard in predicting the mass of the so-called bottom quark.

Visits to the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, or Fermilab, in Illinois offered a respite for Dr. Gaillard. In 1973, she began collaborating with Benjamin Lee, the head of Fermilab's theory group. She and another physicist predicted the mass of a then-hypothetical quark called charm, and how the particle might show up in experiments.

Physicists detected the charm quark in 1974. The discovery won two more scientists a Nobel Prize and convinced the physics community that quarks were real.

"She was on a whirlwind with the work she was doing," Shirley Ann Jackson, a physicist and former president of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York, who met Dr. Gaillard at Fermilab, said in an interview. "At that point, I didn't realize how much discrimination she had really faced to get to where she was."

In 1979, after doing research at CERN for 15 years, Dr. Gaillard began earning a partial salary. The following March, on International Women's Day, she disseminated a 36-page report on the status of female researchers at CERN, who made up only about five percent of the institution's scientific personnel at the time.

Dr. Gaillard left CERN in 1981 after she was passed over for a senior staff position. She had accepted an offer to be a tenured professor in the physics department at Berkeley -- the first woman to achieve that distinction.

Dr. Gaillard at Berkeley in the early 1980s. AIP Emilio Segre Visual Archives, Physics Today Collection


Dr. Gaillard's appointment showed that physicists did not have to be arrogant or aggressive to succeed, said Marjorie Shapiro, who was then a physics graduate student at Berkeley and who in 2004 became the first woman to chair the physics department at Berkeley. For her, Dr. Gaillard's professorship "was always an important model," she said.

Dr. Gaillard led the particle theory group at Berkeley Lab. She spent the later part of her career working on supersymmetry, a theory that could account for physical observations not described by the Standard Model.

As a member of the National Science Board, she helped secure federal support for the next generation of particle experiments. She also furthered efforts to make the field more equitable for women. Dr. Gaillard was inducted into the National Academy of Sciences in 1991.

"She opened the door for many of us," said Belen Gavela, a professor at the Autonomous University of Madrid who studied under Dr. Gaillard in 1980. Nine years later, Dr. Gavela became the first female staff scientist hired by CERN's theory division.

Dr. Gaillard in 2015. Even after she retired in 2009, she continued to work on theoretical physics problems. Robert Sanders/University of California, Berkeley


Dr. Gaillard retired in 2009, but she continued to work on physics problems every day at her home in Berkeley, where she died, her son Bruno said.

Dr. Gaillard's first marriage ended in divorce. In 1984, she married the physicist Bruno Zumino, who died in 2014. In addition to her son Bruno, she is survived by two other children, Alain and Dominique Gaillard, and seven grandchildren.

As a teenager, Dominique Gaillard helped distribute the report on female scientists at CERN, but she did not fully realize that her mother was a trailblazer until she moved to Berkeley, she said. The example left an impression, regardless.

"I grew up not really aware of those barriers," Ms. Gaillard, who works in tech, said in an interview. "I followed in her footsteps. It never occurred to me that I couldn't be as good in a room of men."
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Dwight Muhammad Qawi, 72, Dies; Boxing Champ Got His Start in Prison

After joining a boxing program while incarcerated, he emerged a contender in the pro ranks, winning titles in two weight classes in the 1980s.

Dwight Muhammad Qawi, right, squared off against Evander Holyfield in December 1987 in a rematch that Holyfield won with a fourth-round knockout.  Associated Press



By Jere Longman



Jul 29, 2025 at 10:13 PM

Dwight Muhammad Qawi, who found a redemptive path through boxing, taking up the sport while in prison in the 1970s and becoming a world champion in two weight classes in the 1980s, died on Friday in Baltimore. He was 72.

His death, in a nursing home, was confirmed by his sister, Wanda King, who said he had been diagnosed with dementia five years ago.

At age 19, Qawi (pronounced KAH-wee) was convicted of armed robbery and incarcerated at Rahway State Prison in New Jersey. He joined the prison's boxing program and was released in 1978 after serving five and a half years. Shortly after, while on probation, he was convicted of assault and battery.

Sentencing guidelines called for at least 15 years for a second offense, Peter J. Coruzzi, then a Superior Court judge in Camden, N.J., who sentenced Qawi, told Sports Illustrated in 1981.

Qawi began his professional boxing career with a win, a loss and a draw, having never fought as an amateur. His managers asked Judge Coruzzi for leniency, and he consented, sentencing him to five years of probation.

"I remember him standing in front of me, tears streaming down his cheeks," Judge Coruzzi told Pat Putnam of Sports Illustrated. "I saw something in him. Fighters, judges, robbers, we're all human. Perhaps we should all take a deeper look at our fellow man."

(The judge possessed his own frailties. In 1982, he was convicted of accepting or soliciting $47,000 in bribes in exchange for giving lenient sentences, in cases not involving Qawi. He was disbarred in 1984.)

Given a second chance, Qawi, then known as Dwight Braxton before converting to Islam in 1982, channeled his aggressions between the ropes of a boxing ring. He returned to Rahway in September 1981, not as an inmate but as the opponent of a light heavyweight contender, James Scott, his former prison sparring partner.

The bout, broadcast on national television, went 10 rounds, and Qawi maintained control while winning by unanimous decision. After the fight, eager to get beyond the walls that once held him, Qawi hastily left the dressing room without showering, saying, "Man, I'm getting the hell out of here," Larry Hazzard, the fight's referee, recalled in an interview.

Three months later, in December 1981, Qawi fought a title match against Matthew Saad Muhammad, the World Boxing Council's light heavyweight champion. By then, Qawi had improved his record to 15-1-1, but his payday was only $50,000, compared to the $425,000 that Saad Muhammad received, a sum set beforehand, for what was his ninth title defense.

Qawi, left, as he was being inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 2004 in Canastota, N.Y.  Heather Ainsworth/Observer-Dispatch, via Associated Press


The day before the fight, Qawi told Sports Illustrated that his pay was "an insult" but that he accepted it with a larger ambition in mind.

"People never gave me a chance for anything," he said. "They forgot that I had been fighting all my life -- in the street, because I loved it, and in prison just to survive, to get respect."

Against the heavily-favored Saad Muhammad, Qawi won on a technical knockout in the 10th round and established himself as a champion.

"I don't enjoy beating up people," he said, "but I will do what I have to do."

Dwight Edwin Braxton was born on Jan. 5, 1953, in Baltimore and grew up in Camden. His father, Charles Braxton, was a lumberjack and a forklift operator. His mother, Alice (Holmes) Braxton, ran the household for 13 children.

Relatively short for a boxer (5 feet 61/2 inches) but powerful, Dwight became known in the boxing world as the "Camden Buzzsaw." He reminded some experts of Joe Frazier with his brawling style, nearly always charging ahead.

He had considered trade school after prison, but a friend who had seen him fight on the streets thought he could become a boxing champion. After leaving prison, he trained in Frazier's gym in Philadelphia.

"He was like a fire hydrant, short, stubby, hard as steel," Henry Hascup, the president and historian of the New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame, said in an interview. "He was a bull. Evander Holyfield once said that was his toughest opponent."

Qawi, right, with Holyfield during a news conference in Atlanta before their title fight in the cruiserweight division in July 1986. Holyfield won by a split decision. Joe Holloway/Associated Press


After defending his W.B.C. light heavyweight title three times, Qawi lost a unanimous decision to Michael Spinks in 1983, saying that a broken nose and a deviated septum had left him hesitant in the ring.

In 1985, Qawi won the World Boxing Association cruiserweight title, knocking out Piet Crous of South Africa in the 11th round. That victory set up a 1986 fight against the rising Holyfield, a 1984 Olympic bronze medalist who was nearly six inches taller and almost 10 years younger than Qawi. In what Ring Magazine called the best cruiserweight bout of the decade, Holyfield won by a split decision.

Holyfield won more decisively by a fourth-round knockout in a 1987 rematch. Qawi told The Courier Post of Camden in 2003 that he had begun drinking at the time, at first to celebrate victory and later to dull the pain of defeat. He moved up to the heavyweight class in 1988 but was stopped in the seventh round by George Foreman.

By then, Qawi told The Courier Post, he was buying a fifth of whiskey a day. He entered an alcohol rehabilitation program in 1990, and after retiring in 1998 with a record of 41-11-1, including 25 knockouts, he became a drug and alcohol counselor at the Lighthouse, a recovery center in May's Landing, N.J. Later, he worked as a counselor in Baltimore.

Qawi was inducted into the New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame in 1997 and the International Boxing Hall of Fame in 2004.

Along with Ms. King, he is survived by two brothers, Thomas King and David Braxton; two sons, Dwight Ibn Qawi and Thomas Walls; and two grandsons.

"After he paid his debt to society, he became a great role model; through boxing he made something of himself," Hazzard, the former referee and now the commissioner of the New Jersey State Athletic Control Board, said. "I tip my hat to him."
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Michael Ochs, Top Collector of Rock 'n' Roll Photos, Dies at 82

He surveyed the trash of record companies, haggled with aging photographers and scoured estate sales, building an archive widely seen as unmatched.

Michael Ochs in 2001 in his office in Los Angeles. His archive was termed "the premier source of musician photography in the world." Donaldson Collection/Michael Ochs Archives, via Getty Images



By Alex Traub



Jul 28, 2025 at 12:52 AM

Michael Ochs, who out of nerdy devotion to rock history preserved ephemera of the music industry seen by many as junk, and who realized belatedly that he had built the world's leading collection of photos chronicling the modern history of popular music, died on Wednesday at his home in the Venice Beach section of Los Angeles. He was 82.

His wife, Sandee (Lewis) Ochs, who confirmed his death, said he had been treated for Parkinson's disease and multiple myeloma in recent years.

In the mid-1960s, Mr. Ochs (pronounced oaks) managed the music career of his brother, the folk singer Phil Ochs, before working in publicity for the labels Columbia, Shelter and ABC Records. He gained a reputation for rescuing photos and other ephemera from the trash of his employers.

The hobby wound up overtaking his career, granting him a singular position in the music industry as an archivist. He employed a staff of six to handle about 15 to 20 requests every day from journalists and historians to reprint images from a collection of more than three million photographs, photo negatives and proof sheets.

The New York Times in 2006 labeled his archive "the premier source of musician photography in the world." The rock historian Peter Guralnick told The Los Angeles Times, "When we talk about the dustbin of history, Michael actually discovered the dustbin."

Mr. Ochs's photographs encompassed almost every musician who made the pop charts since the 1950s. His 70 alphabetically arranged file cabinets began with a 1980s group called the A's and ended with ZZ Top.

The archive included numerous oddities: the negative of Charlie Parker's first publicity photo, which shows where someone airbrushed a missing tooth; Joan Rivers in a folk trio in the early 1960s; Elvis Presley with blond hair; and Debbie Harry not yet blond.

Its comprehensiveness was such that Paul Simon's early career was represented not just by photographs of Tom and Jerry -- the crooning act that Mr. Simon and Art Garfunkel formed in the 1950s, complete with white bucks and matching suits -- but also by photos of Tico & the Triumphs, Mr. Simon's little-remembered first group.

There were undeniable treasures. Mr. Ochs often said that his favorite photo was of a young Smokey Robinson wearing a striped bathrobe backstage at the Apollo Theater in Harlem teaching the Temptations a new song he had just written: "My Girl."

Mr. Ochs said that his favorite photo was of Smokey Robinson, in a striped bathrobe, rehearsing a song he had just written, "My Girl," with the Temptations backstage at the Apollo Theater in Harlem 1964. Don Paulsen/Michael Ochs Archives, via Getty Images


Mr. Ochs's right to license the photos was "a cloudy issue," The Los Angeles Times wrote in 1984, but he had a salesman's ability to smooth over potential conflicts.

After letting a magazine use a photo of Ritchie Valens on the cover, Mr. Ochs heard his phone ring. "I thought you'd just like to know I took those pictures," the caller said, by Mr. Ochs's account to the newspaper. Sensing trouble, he acted fast. "Do you have the negs?" he asked. The answer was yes. He bought them for $530.

Others reacted to his work with gratitude. For "The Rolling Stone Illustrated History of Rock & Roll" (1976), Mr. Ochs dug out a photo of the rockabilly singer Ersel Hickey, thrusting Mr. Hickey back into the limelight. The flattered old rocker called Mr. Ochs and invited him to stop by the studio of James J. Kriegsmann, once the in-house photographer for the Cotton Club in Harlem. Mr. Ochs had no idea that Mr. Kriegsmann was still alive; he wound up acquiring his old files.

Michael Andrew Ochs was born on Feb. 27, 1943, in Austin, Texas, to Jack and Gertrude (Phin) Ochs. His father, Jack, a medic during the Battle of the Bulge in World War II, returned from the war showing signs of what is now known as post-traumatic stress disorder. He continued working as a doctor but was frequently institutionalized.

The family was peripatetic, and Michael, who grew up in various places in New York and Ohio, attended three different high schools. "I'd go to school, didn't know anybody," he told The Los Angeles Times. "I'd come home and play records."

Mr. Ochs began managing his brother's career after graduating from the Ohio State University in 1966 with a bachelor's degree in journalism. Phil Ochs was at the height of his renown as a protest singer whose songs combined lyrical cleverness with a passionate sense of justice.

Michael Ochs, right, with his brother, Phil, the protest singer, in 1968. Michael served as Phil's manager for a time.  Alice Ochs/Michael Ochs Archives, via Getty Images


Obsessive collectors of other people's pictures sometimes wind up with fame or fortune of their own. Frank Driggs specialized in jazz photos. Otto Bettmann developed an eclectic collection that he sold to Bill Gates in 1995.

Initially, Mr. Ochs was unaware that such a career existed. In the early 1970s, a journalist friend to whom he had lent a picture gave it the credit line "Michael Ochs Archives" as a joke. Mr. Ochs liked the sound of that, and the name stuck. A little while later, the TV host Dick Clark sent him a sizable check for loaning images to a special program on rock 'n' roll. Mr. Ochs realized that what had seemed like a vaguely embarrassing habit could actually be a thriving business.

After ABC Records fired him in 1975, he began running his archive full time.

Mr. Ochs filled the spare bedrooms, hallways and kitchen shelves of his home with his collection of about 100,000 records and other rock ephemera. Success enabled him to acquire a three-building compound to store his holdings.

In the 1990s, he was briefly married to Arlene Landau. He and his second wife married in 2002.

In addition to Ms. Ochs, he is survived by a sister, Sonny; two stepsons, Adam and Alex Lewis; and four stepgrandchildren.

Mr. Ochs sold his archive to Getty Images for an undisclosed sum in 2007. Three years later, he helped produce "There But for Fortune," a documentary tribute to Phil Ochs and his music that chronicles his political disillusionment at the end of the 1960s and his growing mania, culminating in his suicide in 1976 at 35.

Amid interviews with '60s figures like Tom Hayden and Joan Baez and others close to Phil, like his daughter, Meegan Lee Ochs-Potter, Michael spoke mournfully about a "vow" he and Phil had made when young: to never let the other be institutionalized, as their father had been.

Mr. Ochs often connected his passion for collecting to their troubled and lonely youth.

"In many ways, it is a yearbook," he said of a selection of his images in a 1984 interview with The Peninsula Times Tribune of Palo Alto, Calif. "These were my closest friends during high school."
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Robert Wilson, Provocative Playwright and Director, Is Dead at 83

He upended theatrical norms with his own stunningly visualized works and his collaborations with a wide range of artists, from Philip Glass ("Einstein on the Beach") to Lady Gaga.

Robert Wilson in 2011. "To see someone try to act natural onstage seems so artificial," he said in 2021. "If you accept it as being something artificial, in the long run, it seems more natural, for me."



By Allan Kozinn



Jul 31, 2025 at 07:07 PM

Robert Wilson, the acclaimed theater director, playwright and visual artist who shattered theatrical norms with stunning stagings of his own imaginative works as well as innovative collaborations with a diverse roster of artists, from Philip Glass to Lady Gaga, died on Thursday at his home in Water Mill, N.Y. He was 83.

His death was confirmed by Chris Green, the executor of his estate and the president of the Robert Wilson Arts Foundation. He did not specify the cause, saying only that Mr. Wilson died after a brief illness.

Tall, soft-spoken and a conservative dresser, Mr. Wilson looked more like an accountant than an avant-gardist with a long resume of provocative productions. But there was nothing conventional about his sense of the stage. He often said that he was less interested in dialogue and a narrative arc than in the interaction of light, space and movement. Even when he watched television, he said, he turned the sound off.

Early in his career, Mr. Wilson established a working method in which new pieces would begin not with lines of text but with richly detailed visual images, which he would either draw or describe in a 9-by-12 ledger he carried with him.

"I've had the idea for a long time of a room with lots of books, all placed neatly on shelves, and something slicing through the shelves" was how he described his startling vision for his 1977 theater piece "I Was Sitting on My Patio This Guy Appeared I Thought I Was Hallucinating." In an interview with The New York Times shortly before its premiere, he went on: "There is a telephone, and a telephone wire. There is a scrim or gauze over the front of the stage, and images are sometimes projected on it." (In its subsequent review, The Times took note of the work's "monstrous title.")

Dialogue would find its way into the ledger later in the process. It might be fragmentary and repetitious -- or there might be none at all. The seven-hour "Deafman Glance (Le Regard du Sourd)," from 1971, and the 12-hour "Life and Times of Joseph Stalin," from 1973, were entirely silent.

Sheryl Sutton, seated, in Mr. Wilson's "Deafman Glance," staged in 1971 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. Ivan Farkas


Even when directing Shakespeare, Mr. Wilson sometimes had his actors distort the rhythms of the dialogue to suggest new meanings. Other times he trimmed the text radically, as in a 1990 production of "King Lear" in Frankfurt.

Time was an important element for Mr. Wilson, too. Where playwrights traditionally compressed time in their works, Mr. Wilson expanded it. His stage work "KA MOUNTAIN AND GUARDenia TERRACE," which had its premiere in 1972 at the Festival of Arts in Shiraz, Iran, ran 168 hours and was presented over 10 days. Viewers were astonished and outraged to see actors taking hours to complete actions as simple as walking across the stage or slicing an onion.

"To see someone try to act natural onstage seems so artificial," he told The Times in 2021. "If you accept it as being something artificial, in the long run, it seems more natural, for me."

Mr. Wilson, left, with Philip Glass in 1976 in Avignon, France, where their collaboration "Einstein on the Beach" was having its premiere. Philippe Gras/Le Pictorium, via Alamy


By contrast, Mr. Wilson's first foray into opera, and his first collaboration with Mr. Glass, "Einstein on the Beach" (1976), is a comparatively trim five-hour work. It has no plot, but its tableaux touches on nuclear power, space travel and even Einstein's love of playing the violin. And while it has plenty of text -- counting sequences, solfege syllables, the lyrics to the pop song "Mr. Bojangles" and sections of poetry and prose by Christopher Knowles, Samuel M. Johnson and Lucinda Childs -- none of it is dialogue. The audience, free to leave and return during a performance, is presented with ideas about Einstein by inference and metaphor rather than directly.

A Son of Texas

Robert Wilson was born in Waco, Texas, on Oct. 4, 1941, to Diugiud Mims Wilson Jr., a lawyer, and Velma Loree Hamilton, a homemaker. Because he had a stammer as a child, his parents sent him to study dance in the hope of building his self-confidence. His teacher, Byrd Hoffman, noticed that the boy's problem was that he was trying to speak too quickly, and his words were colliding. She taught him to slow down and focus his thought processes, and he overcame his impediment, although he later used the halting patterns and repetition of his childhood stammer as an element in his work.

"Byrd Hoffman was in her 70s when I first met her," Mr. Wilson told the website Theater Art Life in 2020. "She taught me dance, and she understood the body in a remarkable way. She talked to me about the energy in my body. About relaxing. About letting my energy flow through."

Mr. Wilson in 1972. He had grown up in Texas, where his parents sent him to study dance in the hope of building his self-confidence. Jack Mitchell/Getty Images


He memorialized his teacher by using her name in several projects, including his first New York ensemble, the Byrd Hoffman School of Byrds, and the Byrd Hoffman Foundation, which underwrites various projects of his, including the Watermill Center, a 10-acre arts incubator on Long Island's South Fork.

Mr. Wilson enrolled at the University of Texas at Austin in 1959 to study business administration but dropped out in 1962. While there, however, he took a job working in the kitchen of the Austin State Hospital for the Mentally Handicapped. At his request, he was soon reassigned to the hospital's recreation department, where he used the skills he had learned from Byrd Hoffman to help patients channel their energy into making art.

He moved to Brooklyn in 1963 and studied architecture and interior design at Pratt Institute, earning his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1965. While a student at Pratt, he designed puppets for "Motel," the final play in Jean-Claude van Itallie's satirical "America Hurrah" trilogy, which was staged at the Pocket Theater in New York and at the Royal Court Theater in London. He also earned money working as a therapist for brain-damaged children.

A scene from "Motel," the third of three segments of Jean-Claude van Itallie's "America Hurrah." Mr. Wilson designed the puppets while he was student at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn in the 1960s. Lilian Bolvinkel


Mr. Wilson presented experimental works of his own at the Peerless Theater, a movie house across the street from Pratt. He briefly returned to Texas at his parents' insistence, but his life as a young gay man with theatrical interests proved difficult for him under the eyes of his deeply religious family. He attempted suicide, he said, and was briefly institutionalized in Texas.

On his release, he returned to New York, where he rented a loft in SoHo and started the Byrd Hoffman School of Byrds. While writing his early plays, he supported himself by teaching acting and movement classes in Summit, N.J., where one day, in 1968, he saw an altercation between a police officer and a young Black man, Raymond Andrews, who was deaf and mute and unable to defend himself. Mr. Wilson took the teenager under his wing, appearing in court on his behalf and eventually adopting him.

Robert Wilson last year in Water Mill, N.Y., where he had a home and arts center. Lindsay Morris for The New York Times


Mr. Andrews survives him, along with a sister, Suzanne, and a niece, Lori Lambert.

Mr. Wilson collaborated with Mr. Andrews on "Deafman Glance" (1971), which he described as a "silent opera." By then, he had attracted notice with his first mature work, "The King of Spain" (1969). Seeing this three-hour, plot-free play, Harvey Lichtenstein, the director of the Brooklyn Academy of Music, commissioned Mr. Wilson's next work, "The Life and Times of Sigmund Freud" (1969).

Mr. Wilson's "The Life and Times of Sigmund Freud," from 1969, questioned aspects of contemporary life, including racism. BAM


"Freud" questioned several aspects of contemporary life, including racism. In one scene, a troupe of minstrels in blackface danced to Johann Strauss Jr.'s "Blue Danube Waltz." Reviewing the production in The Village Voice, the director Richard Foreman called the play "one of the major works of the decade, based on an aesthetic quite different from one that underlies most of the current work in the theatrical avant-garde."

'Einstein on the Beach'

In 1975, shortly after producing "A Letter for Queen Victoria" and "The $ Value of Man," Mr. Wilson disbanded his Byrd ensemble and -- after two years of discussion about a subject -- began work with Mr. Glass on "Einstein on the Beach." Mr. Glass, recognizing that he and Mr. Wilson shared ideas about the expansiveness of time, had approached him about collaborating in 1973.

"Torch Dance," from "Einstein on The Beach," 1976. via RW Work, Ltd.


"Einstein," which had its premiere at the Festival d'Avignon in France in July 1976 and was staged at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York that November, has proved to be among the most durable works in Mr. Wilson's and Mr. Glass's catalogs. It has been recorded three times and revived regularly, with world tours in 1985, 1992 and 2012-15.

"What it means exactly is hard to put in words," John Rockwell wrote in The Times after the Avignon premiere. "Mr. Wilson calmly accepts most interpretations people care to make. The phrase 'on the beach' may have some reference to the post-apocalyptic novel of that name. The overall theme of the play might be said to be a consideration of the same moral and cosmic issues that concerned Einstein himself in his later years, principally the role of science in the modern world and the relation of science to religion."

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Glass teamed up again for the opera "The Civil Wars: A Tree Is Best Measured When It Is Down," first performed in 1984. Theatro Dell Opera


Mr. Wilson and Mr. Glass teamed up again, in 1984, to produce "The Civil Wars: A Tree Is Best Measured When It Is Down," the fifth act, called "the Rome Section," of what was to be a 12-hour opera, with other sections composed by Jo Kondo, David Byrne, Gavin Bryars and others. Because of funding problems, the full work was never produced. But Mr. Wilson and Mr. Glass went on to produce two more operas, "White Raven" and "Monsters of Grace" (both 1998). In 2022, Mr. Wilson produced "H-100 Seconds to Midnight," a work inspired by the physicist Stephen Hawking, with texts by Etel Adnan and music by Mr. Glass and Dickie Landry.

Mr. Wilson began directing other writers' works in 1985, starting with Shakespeare's "King Lear" and adaptations of Chekhov's "Swan Song" and Virginia Woolf's "Orlando." He went on to apply innovative approaches to, among other works, Shakespeare's "Tempest," Strindberg's "Dream Play," Handel's "Messiah," Puccini's "Turandot" and Wagner's "Ring" cycle and "Lohengrin."

In some adaptations, Mr. Wilson transformed the original work enough to take ownership. "The Black Rider: The Casting of the Magic Bullets," his 1989 collaboration with the singer-songwriter Tom Waits and William S. Burroughs, was based on the August Apel and Friedrich Laun story from 1810 that inspired Carl Maria von Weber's opera "Der Freischutz" and the writer Thomas De Quincey's English reworking, "The Fatal Marksman," both in the 1820s.

A scene from "The Black Rider" in 1990, the year it had its premiere. Clarchen Baus-Mattar, via RW Work, Ltd.


Tom Waits, left, with Mr. Wilson during rehearsals for "The Black Rider." via RW Work, Ltd.

William S. Burroughs, right, also collaborated with Mr. Wilson on "Black Rider." via RW Work, Ltd.


Reviewing the work in Opera News in 1993, Mr. Rockwell wrote: "The show -- and that is what it is, not a revue or an opera or musical theater in its more earnest, pretentious form -- is in essence 'Der Freischutz' meets 'Cabaret,' with a dash of 'The Rocky Horror Picture Show' on the side. Things keep zooming off on zany tangents, with a Joel Grey-style interlocutor, a campy devil and Burroughs's equation of soul-selling with heroin addiction."

The work, which had its premiere in 1990, was the first panel of a trilogy of collaborations staged at the Thalia Theater in Hamburg, Germany. It was followed by "Alice" (1992), a reconfiguration of Lewis Carroll's Alice stories, also with music by Mr. Waits, and "Time Rocker" (1996), with music by Lou Reed.

From Ginsberg to Gaga

Mr. Wilson's other notable collaborations include Euripides's "Alcestis" (1986) with Laurie Anderson; "Cosmopolitan Greetings" (1988) with Allen Ginsberg;  a Spirituals recital, "Great Day in the Morning" (1982), and stagings of Schoenberg's "Erwartung" (1995) and Schubert's "Winterreise" (2001) for the soprano Jessye Norman; "The Old Woman" (2013) with the choreographer Mikhail Baryshnikov and the actor Willem Dafoe; and "Bach 6 Solo," a staging of Bach's unaccompanied violin works, played by Jennifer Koh and choreographed by Ms. Childs.

He also worked several times with Lady Gaga, including one work at the Louvre in Paris in 2013 involving what he called "Video Portraits" of her, posing her in the guise of subjects of historic paintings.

Mr. Wilson's collaboration with Lady Gaga in the video portrait "The Death of Marat," in 2013. Robert Wilson/RW Work, Ltd.

Lady Gaga's video portrait as "Mademoiselle Caroline Riviere d'apres Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres," 2013. Robert Wilson/RW Work, Ltd.


Mr. Wilson's other creative partners included Brad Pitt, Winona Ryder, Renee Fleming, Alan Cumming and several animals (including a porcupine and a snowy owl), all of whom sat for "Video Portraits" he produced in 2004. The series has been screened at more than 50 museums and galleries around the world, as well as in Times Square.

"My theater is formal. It's different from the way most directors work," Mr. Wilson told Texas Monthly in 2020. "It's another world I create; it's not a world that you see wherever you are, if you're in your office or if you're on the streets or at home. This is a different world. It's a world that's created for a stage. Light is different. The space is different. The way you walk is different. The way you sing is different than the way you sing in the shower."

He added: "Theater serves a unique function in society. It's a forum where people come together and can share something together for a brief period of time. Art has the possibility of uniting us. And the reason that we make theater -- the reason we call it a play -- is we're playing. We're having fun. And if you don't have fun playing, then don't do it."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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Mara Gay


Mamdani Has Done Something Special. Progressives Need Black Voters to Make It Last.

 Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images



By Mara Gay
Ms. Gay writes about politics for Opinion.


Jul 28, 2025 at 09:17 PM

Zohran Mamdani was wooing Black pastors at the Rev. Al Sharpton's Harlem headquarters recently when he mentioned he had been there before, at a Christmas Day event to help people in need.

The pastors, surprised, decided to check up on Mr. Mamdani's claim. "We had to go look at the tape," Mr. Sharpton said. "There's Zohran, serving meals. We didn't know who he was."

Mr. Mamdani, 33, is hardly unknown now. His upset win in New York City's Democratic mayoral primary has electrified Democratic voters across the country, introducing an exciting new name to national politics with a broad coalition of affluent and middle- and working-class voters; Asian, Muslim, Latino and white voters; and younger voters of all backgrounds.

It's the latest example of a Democratic Party in metamorphosis, as a group of maverick progressives and younger people gain power, animating the base and eclipsing some of the party's longtime kingmakers.

Progressives have a shot at shaping the direction of a party whose leaders have failed to mount a successful opposition to Donald Trump. Before they can offer Democrats a path forward nationally, though, they will have to make significant headway with Americans at the very heart of the Democratic coalition: Black voters. Especially older ones.

In districts that were overwhelmingly Black, Mr. Mamdani lost voters to his main opponent, former Gov. Andrew Cuomo, by more than two to one. Progressives seem to particularly struggle with this part of the base. Democrats with big aspirations may want to get very curious about why.

The first step is to look beyond the tired assumption that Black voters are reflexively socially conservative. Some are. But a closer look suggests that the coveted support of many Black voters is often less driven by ideology than by an alchemy of other factors: trusted relationships, sometimes built over many years; the ability to deliver tangible policy items; and politicians who are unapologetic in their embrace of Black people. Perpetually and strangely overlooked is the fact that older Black Americans grew up during Jim Crow and its aftermath, a searing set of life experiences that may lead to a certain cautiousness about politics and politicians.

Democrats with deep roots in this part of the base say these voters are winnable by any politicians, including progressives, who recognize that many of the country's basic aspirations are now out of reach for all but the wealthiest Americans.

"Their concerns are not unlike the concerns of every other American," Senator Raphael Warnock of Georgia told me in a phone interview. That means good jobs with strong wages, affordable health care, secure retirement and safe communities, he said. "They want to believe that they can pass on an inheritance that's better for their children than it was for them," he added.

Mr. Warnock may not be of the new socialist left, but he has among the most progressive records of a senator from a battleground state. When I asked him if progressives faced special challenges with Black voters, the senator seemed to react to the idea with skepticism. "I think these labels are academic, in the pejorative sense of the word," he told me. "Particularly in a time in which people are feeling the pressure of high costs and trying to make ends meet, they are open to the message of any candidate who understands that."

The actual political views, traditions and behaviors of Black voters are rich and complex. Polls from the Pew Research Center in recent years have shown that Black Americans overwhelmingly support abortion rights, with 73 percent saying abortion should be legal in all or most cases, compared with 60 percent of white adults. They are more likely than white Americans to say immigrant workers are taking jobs that U.S. citizens would like to have, but more likely to disapprove of recent deportation policies. Nearly 90 percent of Black Americans support raising the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour. They are divided on support for transgender rights, with Black Democrats less likely to back dedicated protections for transgender people than white Democrats but Black Americans overall less likely than white Americans to support laws restricting the rights of transgender people.

And being perceived as moderate by commentators is no guarantee that Black voters will embrace you. When the Democratic presidential candidates gathered in Selma, Ala., in 2020 to re-enact the 1965 Bloody Sunday March, I looked on as Michael Bloomberg was protested against in a historically Black church. His campaign was dogged by the toxic legacy of stop and frisk, the strategy he embraced as mayor that led to millions of police stops of mostly Black and Hispanic men. I saw his presidential ambitions die on the Edmund Pettus Bridge.

The layers of complexity can lead to contradictions, but also coalition building. In his 2004 presidential run, Mr. Sharpton supported same-sex marriage, something Democrats, backed by the party's establishment at the time, including Senators John Kerry and John Edwards, opposed. Mr. Sharpton said staking out liberal ground in the race had rankled some voters from more conservative Black religious traditions. "Try going to Pentecostal churches and telling them that," Mr. Sharpton joked, referring to his position on gay marriage.

Representative Jasmine Crockett of Texas, among the most prominent left-leaning Black Americans in Congress, told me recently she believed Democratic candidates too often seem hesitant to promote initiatives explicitly meant to improve the lives of Black people. "Yes, let's be bold about L.G.B.T.Q. policies, let's be bold about immigration," she said, ticking off progressive approaches. "But when it comes down to 'Let's be bold about Black policies'? It's crickets."

How politicians ask for support from older Black voters matters, and this is something progressives probably need to think more deeply about. A candidate without history in Black communities, especially, will have to work harder to build trust. Ms. Crockett said candidates benefit from trusted surrogates to vouch for them in the community, just as Representative James Clyburn of South Carolina did for Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential primary. "You really shouldn't be rolling in by yourself," Ms. Crockett told me. "You need somebody that can credentialize you."

It isn't only the most progressive Democrats who have struggled in this. Early in his career, Barack Obama, too, failed to gain Black support. In 2000, he suffered a brutal defeat at the hands of Representative Bobby Rush, a veteran congressman who helped found the Illinois Black Panther Party. "Taking on Bobby Rush among Black voters is like running into a buzz saw," Mr. Obama's former pollster told The Times in 2007.

Mr. Warnock recalled celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. Day weekend at his Atlanta church in 2008 alongside Mr. Obama, while his mentor, the Rev. Calvin Butts, backed Hillary Clinton. Mr. Warnock, who was 38 at the time, described the divide as a "generational" matter. "For all of his gifts, Black people lined up and were ready to vote for Barack Obama once he won in Iowa, and they could see that he actually had a path," Mr. Warnock said. "When you're living on the margins and you know how brutal that marginalization can be because you lived through Jim Crow segregation, that brings a certain kind of perspective."

Mr. Mamdani has been campaigning hard among Black New Yorkers since his primary win. If he can pick up more Black support, his political star will rise further, along with the kind of economic policies the left is beginning to champion. So far, though, the most promising growing Democratic coalition in America may still be in the South. Black voters, a longtime liberal minority of white voters and newer residents of many backgrounds are voting together to transform once solidly Republican terrain into more competitive territory. For many Americans, once-improbable Democratic wins in Georgia seemed to have been produced overnight. But the competitiveness in states like Georgia and North Carolina is fueled by demographic change -- as well as relationships that transcend racial lines and policy disagreements and reach back decades.

When a multiracial electorate powered by Black voters in Georgia sent the liberals Mr. Warnock and Jon Ossoff to the Senate in 2021, Black voters in Georgia had known both candidates for years.

Mr. Warnock is the senior pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, once led by Martin Luther King Jr. and his father. Mr. Ossoff had close relationships with Black Atlantans long before he was a candidate for office. In high school, he interned with Representative John Lewis. Photographs show the future senator campaigning with his parents for Atlanta's first Black mayor, Maynard Jackson, when he was just 2 years old. The Ossoff family also belonged to an Atlanta synagogue bombed in 1958 over its opposition to Jim Crow. And as a child, Mr. Ossoff attended a racially integrated private school. "That's not the only way to grow up in the South, but that's how I grew up," he told me in a phone interview.

Mr. Ossoff and Mr. Warnock won the fiercely competitive runoff elections with exceptional Black turnout.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Michelle Goldberg


'South Park' Skewers a New Kind of Sanctimony

 Photo Illustration by The New York Times. Source photograph: Comedy Central



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

In 2003, Andrew Sullivan wrote about a breed of conservatives that he called "South Park Republicans," who shared the irreverent, profane ethos of the cartoon, which debuted in 1997 and delighted in ridiculing liberal sacred cows. These Republicans were socially libertarian -- "some smoke pot" -- and contemptuous of political correctness, and they thought protesting the invasion of Iraq was lame. "If people wonder why antiwar celebrities like Janeane Garofalo or Michael Moore failed to win over the younger generation, you only have to watch 'South Park' to see why," wrote Sullivan. "The next generation sees through the cant and piety and cannot help giggling."

Sullivan's concept had so much currency that the author Brian C. Anderson expanded it into a book, "South Park Conservatives," which came out in 2005. It is a fascinating snapshot of the last time the right saw itself as culturally ascendant. George W. Bush had recently won re-election, this time with the popular vote. Conservatives didn't just think they were on the verge of a permanent Republican majority; they thought their movement was finally becoming cool. "A new post-liberal counterculture has emerged," Anderson announced.

History, as they say, doesn't repeat, but it often rhymes. Substitute "woke" for "politically correct" and much of "South Park Conservatives" could have been written today. Anderson touted a new generation of nationalist comedians who hated the liberal media and didn't shy away from "ethnic and racial gibes." Their contemporary analogues are the podcasters like Joe Rogan and Andrew Schulz, both with backgrounds in stand-up comedy, who helped bring disaffected young men into the MAGA fold last fall. Anderson celebrated "post-feminist" female college students who "emphasized getting married and raising a family as primary goals." Now, a similar set of young women is clustering around right-wing wellness influencers.

A big question is whether this new iteration of the young right fares as badly as the last one. Anderson saw, in the generation we now call millennials, the vanguard of a conservative revival. "South Park conservatism (or anti-liberalism) will become more prevalent in popular culture and on the campus," he wrote. "The political correctness that this brash sensibility skewers is anathema to younger Americans."

He was wrong. Almost everyone would eventually realize that the dour, no-fun critics of the war on terror were correct. Republicans once treated Bush like an action hero; it's hard to remember now, but some publicly fawned over how his crotch looked in a flight suit. By the time his presidency limped to its end amid economic ruin, he was widely seen as an embarrassment, and he turned many young people against the Republican Party permanently.

It is impossible to know if the same thing will happen with Donald Trump, but some signs point in that direction. According to a recent CBS News Poll, Trump's approval ratings have declined more with adults under 30 than with any other group, falling from 55 percent after his inauguration to 28 percent now. Several of the podcasters who backed Trump last year have since become critics, blasting him over issues including his handling of the Jeffrey Epstein files, his bombing of Iran and his indiscriminate deportations.

Schulz, who interviewed Trump on his "Flagrant" podcast shortly before the 2024 election, said last month that he's doing "the exact opposite of everything I voted for." Rogan accused Trump of trying to "gaslight" people over the Epstein case and attacked his immigration crackdown. "They're kicking students out that, like, write articles they don't like," he said. (He was referring to Rumeysa Ozturk, a Turkish student who spent 45 days in immigration detention after the administration revoked her visa because she was a co-author of a pro-Palestinian op-ed.) The podcaster and comedian Dave Smith, a frequent Rogan guest, apologized for his Trump support.

And then there's "South Park" itself, whose latest episode led me to revisit Anderson's book. At a time when much of the media is bowing to Trump, the opening of the show's new season ridiculed his megalomania, his intimidation of the media and his manhood. Longtime "South Park" viewers know that the show had a subplot about Satan's affair with Saddam Hussein. Now the devil is sleeping with Trump, though he finds the president exasperating: "You remind me more and more of this other guy I used to date. Like, a lot."

The creators of "South Park" are no longer young, but much of their audience is. (I've recently given up on keeping the show away from my 12-year-old son.) With almost six million views, this season's debut was a huge ratings success, including with the 18-49 demographic.

The show's savage mockery of Trump -- set to continue, if online teasers are any indication, in next week's episode -- doesn't mean that creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone have become progressives. They just go where they think the taboos are. "Ripping on Republicans is not that fun for us only because everyone else does it," Stone told The Huffington Post during Barack Obama's first term. "It's so much more fun for us to rip on liberals only because nobody else does it, and not because we think liberals are worse than Republicans."

But as their latest episode satirizes, Trump is now using the power of the state to silence his opponents in ways that make complaints about liberal cancel culture seem quaint. He has, so far, been terrifyingly successful at cowing media conglomerates, law firms and universities. Yet the more thuggish his administration becomes in its demands for compliance, the more obvious it will be that the MAGA movement is about repression rather than freedom.

In the new "South Park," the sociopathic fourth grader Cartman laments that with wokeness dead, his flamboyant insensitivity no longer makes him special. "You can just say 'retarded' now. Nobody cares!" he wails. "Everyone hates the Jews. Everyone's fine with using gay slurs!" There's no more pretending, in "South Park" or in America, that it's rebellious to be reactionary.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


What We Talk About When We Talk About the Right of Return

 Sari Bashi



By Sari Bashi
Ms. Bashi is a former program director at Human Rights Watch and the author of the forthcoming book "Upside-Down Love."


Jul 28, 2025 at 06:00 AM

My mother-in-law, Fatima, can't read or write. She speaks only colloquial Palestinian Arabic and stops walking after just a few steps because of debilitating arthritis in her knees. And yet, thanks to recurrent displacement by the Israeli military, she is now, in her 80s, forced to travel the world. After a stay in Cairo, she's currently in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on a visa due to expire shortly. She's casting about for where to go next.

Fatima was born in a village called Isdud, close to what is now the southern Israeli city of Ashdod. She was about 5 years old when the Israeli military closed in on the village in October 1948, and she fled with her parents and thousands of neighbors to Gaza. Shortly after occupying Isdud, the Israeli military expelled its remaining residents and demolished the village.

After the war, my future mother-in-law became one of more than 700,000 Palestinian refugees prevented from returning home as part of the nascent state's goal to maintain a Jewish majority in as much of historic Palestine as possible.

The Israeli government is now advancing plans to forcibly displace more Palestinians, mostly in Gaza but also in the West Bank. In early July, Defense Minister Israel Katz said he ordered the military to prepare a "humanitarian city" on the ruins of Gaza's southern city of Rafah, which the Israeli military has almost entirely destroyed.

Everyone in Gaza would eventually be concentrated there, he explained. They would not be allowed to return to their homes in other parts of the strip.

Mr. Katz said international humanitarian organizations -- as yet unnamed -- would be charged with managing the area. The prime minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, has said he's working with the United States to find third countries to resettle displaced Gaza residents.

The Israeli military has already displaced a large majority of Gaza's more than two million residents. Still, some Israeli politicians, among them a former defense minister from Mr. Netanyahu's own Likud party, have balked at Israeli authorities' unabashed embrace of what is hard to describe as anything other than ethnic cleansing.

The right of return to one's home country is enshrined in both U.N. General Assembly Resolution 194, adopted in December 1948, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which protects all people's rights to return to their own territory, even if sovereignty has changed hands. The right applies to a refugee's descendants, such as my mother-in-law's four children, 19 grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren, if they have maintained enough links with the area that it would be considered their "own country."

Those within and outside Israel who oppose forcing Palestinians out of Gaza today should also oppose the ongoing forced displacement of Palestinian refugees like my mother-in-law from their homes in what is now Israel -- and support their return.

I'm an Israeli American Jew. I have lived in Israel and the West Bank since 1997. In the American Zionist communities where I grew up, writers, rabbis and school principals warned that respecting the right of return for what is now an estimated six million Palestinian refugees worldwide would mean the end of Israel as a majority Jewish state.

That's probably true. Israel may soon lose its Jewish majority anyway. Since 1967, the Israeli government has controlled historic Palestine, from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea, an area now home to about 7.4 million Jews and 7.4 million Palestinians.

When I was a child, my elders taught me that Jews could not be safe unless we were in control of Israel. It took me years to realize that this is logic used to justify a zero-sum game, in which Israeli authorities commit abuses against Palestinians in the name of preventing Palestinians from committing abuses against Israeli Jews.

That is the same bloody reasoning behind the Israeli government's use of Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, crimes against Israeli civilians to justify crimes continuing against Palestinian civilians. Israeli acts of what I -- and many others -- believe to be forced displacement, starvation as a weapon of war and genocide in Gaza are shocking but not surprising, because maintaining Jewish demographic superiority requires the ongoing oppression of Palestinians.

My mother-in-law's forced displacement did not end in 1948. She spent the rest of her childhood in a refugee camp in the Gaza Strip and never resumed the education she had begun in Isdud. Instead, around age 13, Fatima was married, a child bride, to a fellow refugee. Her husband fled Gaza, without her, when Israel captured the strip in 1967. A few years later, as a single mother of five, she was displaced a second time: Israeli military bulldozers demolished her home, presumably to make it easier for tanks to move through the refugee camp.

Her family built a new house on land they received from the Palestinian Authority in the 1990s. Then, on Oct. 13, 2023, the Israeli military ordered her and everyone else in northern Gaza to leave. She sheltered in Rafah for months, until the Israeli military arrived. The family was forced to flee once more.

Unwilling to leave her behind, and knowing her lack of mobility would have endangered everyone, Fatima's children pushed her to join a U.S. convoy leaving Gaza for Egypt -- a privilege made possible because her second-youngest son, my spouse, is an American citizen. The moment she arrived in Egypt, Fatima wanted to return to Gaza. She's 82 years old. She's not afraid to die; she's afraid of spending the rest of her life separated from her family now scattered throughout Gaza.

Her three children in Gaza are lucky enough to have returned to one of the few homes in their refugee camp that the Israeli military did not destroy, but they face a daily risk of new evacuation orders, or worse. Twenty-four of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren are still sheltering across the strip -- some are under tarpaulins or at relatives' homes, others are in a school, an office and rented rooms. Most no longer have homes to return to.

Almost 77 years have passed since my mother-in-law's first expulsion. It's difficult to draw a legal or moral distinction between contemporary plans to empty Gaza of Palestinians and denying the right of 1948 Palestinian refugees to return.

Given the staggering physical, social and economic destruction that the Israeli military has wreaked on Gaza, the obstruction of humanitarian aid and the likelihood of continued hostilities even if the parties reach a cease-fire, many Palestinians in Gaza will want to relocate away from the strip, at least temporarily. But they have a legal right to return to Gaza, now or in the future. And under international law, the 1948 refugees and their descendants in Gaza, totaling 1.6 million people, also have a right to resettle on the land taken from them and their families three-quarters of a century ago, and to benefit from the housing, infrastructure, services, schools and universities in the land that is now Israel that they have been unlawfully denied.

It can be difficult to imagine Palestinian refugees returning after so many years and so much violence. But their return would be an opportunity to transform the Israeli system of governance from one supporting an ethnonationalist state aimed at maintaining Israeli Jewish dominance over Palestinians to a rights-respecting democracy that protects the equality, freedom and security of all residents.

My mother-in-law can't stay in Saudi Arabia much longer, but because Israel isn't allowing travel to Gaza, nor can she return to her beloved seaside home. For now, she doesn't know where she will go.

I recently visited Fatima's childhood home, Isdud, on Israel's southern coast. What had been the village center now abuts a cement factory and serves as grazing land for cows. I found the unmarked ruins of a mosque, its stunning vaulted arches partly intact, and the boys' and girls' schools, which were piles of rubble. I took photographs and a small stone from the mosque, tying a ribbon around the stone as a gift to my stateless, homeless mother-in-law.

Sari Bashi is a former program director at Human Rights Watch and the author of the forthcoming book "Upside-Down Love."
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Guest Essay


What's Really Driving Your Retirement Account

 Ben Hickey



By Jared Cohen and Sam Morgan
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Morgan serve on the management committee of Goldman Sachs.


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

If you've ever watched the news and then checked your portfolio, you may wish you hadn't. Oil prices spiked after U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran, and tariff announcements in early April sent stocks tumbling. Yet in each case markets absorbed the shocks, stabilized and recovered. U.S. economic growth forecasts are generally resilient, and many stocks have reached new highs.

Even for seasoned financial analysts, it is difficult to predict when an event will cause lasting disruption. However, over time, patterns emerge.

We studied those patterns by analyzing the most important geopolitical events since the 2008 global financial crisis, including the Arab Spring, Russia's invasions of Ukraine, the Covid pandemic and today's trade disputes. We measured changes in the price levels of important assets -- equities, currencies, bonds and commodities -- by tracking changes over the five days leading up to an event and the 10 days after. Our analysis gave us a sense of the types of shocks that create significant and lasting market effects.

What we discovered may surprise investors. We found that many headline-grabbing world events, even military conflicts, did not move markets as significantly as many assume. Instead, the largest shifts often came from broader, longer-term geopolitical disruptions that put pressure on the mechanisms underpinning the global economy, particularly those that hit economic fundamentals. We found five patterns that drive market shocks.

Events that slow growth or raise inflation, especially those that alter trade and supply chains, set off the greatest market dips. The Covid pandemic caused the largest changes. After rapid and sharp falls in March 2020, the stock market took almost half a year to recover, through shutdowns, supply-chain disruptions and the associated policy responses. Close behind, albeit with a much faster recovery, were President Trump's global tariffs in April and the U.S.-China trade negotiations in 2025. Shocks like these shift the flow of goods around the world and pose difficult trade-offs for central bankers and governments.

More than anything, structural uncertainty rattles markets. After the World Health Organization declared Covid a pandemic, people everywhere stared into the unknown, spurring the biggest single-day loss for the S&P 500 since the 1987 crash. Would it be two weeks, or two years, before life returned to normal? Would working practices, real-estate markets and social norms return to pre-Covid levels, or had the world fundamentally shifted?

Political uncertainty also shakes markets. Surprise election results or referendums such as the 2016 Brexit vote quickly reshaped perceptions of a country's relative growth and competitiveness, which caused asset prices to fluctuate, particularly in foreign exchange markets.

Markets aren't always great at predicting geopolitical consequences. A major event like the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan had little impact on financial markets. Afghanistan's limited role in the global economy led investors to view the event, despite its political and humanitarian toll, as regionally isolated.

They weren't wrong, but they didn't anticipate what could happen next. Some geopolitical experts now view the Afghanistan withdrawal in 2021 as setting the stage for Russia's 2022 full-scale Ukraine invasion by sowing doubts about U.S. commitments and Western deterrence. To take another example, when the United States didn't enforce its chemical weapons "red line" in Syria in 2013, global markets were unfazed. However, this inaction might have prompted Russia's expansion in Syria, prolonging the Syrian civil war, driving migration and reshaping elections in Europe.

Markets tend to underestimate how conflicts can drag on. At the start of 2025, some analysts thought the Russia-Ukraine war was about to end. Early market estimates put the probability of an imminent resolution at around 65 percent. The betting market and the yields available on Ukrainian debt reflected those expectations. Yet the war continues.

Not all assets react in unison. Corporate credit markets -- where companies issue debt through bonds and loans -- are usually stable through geopolitical events, unless the risk of companies defaulting on their loans rises. Short-term political instability and even military escalations, such as the perennial Chinese military drills around Taiwan and the missile attacks by the Iranian-backed Houthis on Saudi Arabia in 2019, rarely affect credit markets. The strong demand for high-quality credit from longer-term investors makes dips in corporate credit markets short-lived.

Yet events that threaten a country's economic growth or creditworthiness or that raise systemic threats to the status quo, such as Greece's downgrades during the eurozone debt crisis, increase the yields on government and corporate debt. As a result, it becomes more expensive for those governments and companies to borrow.

With repeated shocks, markets tend to develop a form of immunity. The first time a shock happens -- whether that's a new trade barrier or deal -- markets move substantially. We've seen this cycle repeat in recent months. The Trump administration's proposed tariff increases in April, to levels unseen since the 1930s, created pronounced market reactions. Afterward, delays, deals and even the announcements of tariffs that previously would have been surprising prompted more muted responses.

Our world may be more volatile, but new risks get priced into ways of doing business. As the adage goes, "Time is more important than timing" in assessing your investment returns. So the next time you hear about what some think is a catastrophic threat to your portfolio, you can take a breath. Markets are resilient, and not every geopolitical event that dominates headlines will create a lasting shock.

Jared Cohen is the president of global affairs at Goldman Sachs and a head of the Goldman Sachs Global Institute. He was previously the chief executive of Jigsaw at Alphabet and served as a member of the secretary of state's policy-planning staff from 2006 to 2010. Sam Morgan is a head of Goldman Sachs's global markets client coverage, leading coverage of institutional investors such as asset managers, hedge funds and insurance companies.
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letters


A Catalog of Losses Under Trump

Aug 01, 2025 at 06:41 PM


 Illustration by Rebecca Chew/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "This Is Why America Needs Public Media" (editorial, July 20):

Rural supporters of President Trump across the country are now likely to lose public media upon which they rely. They are also threatened with the loss of Medicaid and Affordable Care Act benefits; the shuttering of rural hospitals; the arrest and deportation of respected community members; a shortage of farm workers at harvest time; a tariff-driven rise in prices of food, clothing and other essentials, combined with problems marketing produce overseas; the dismantling of effective warning systems for tornadoes, hurricanes, floods and wildfires; and a weakened FEMA response to the subsequent devastation.

Abandonment of green energy initiatives and infrastructure projects will eliminate much-needed jobs and community development opportunities and ultimately lead to more droughts and flooding. Cuts to school funding will disproportionately affect the education of Trump supporters' children.

One might cynically observe that Trump voters are reaping what they have sown, but in truth, they were the victims of a con job. And no one deserves to be conned.

Lawrence Kaplan
Ardsley, N.Y.

To the Editor:

Re "Cuts Endanger U.S. Response to Calamities" (front page, July 14):

Homeland security officials have been describing the Federal Emergency Management Agency as a bloated dead weight badly in need of reform, but that rhetoric does not match the facts.

I was at my desk at FEMA headquarters on the morning of April 19, 1995, when the TV news suddenly announced the terrorist bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. Staff members were placed on alert immediately, and within the hour we were receiving our emergency assignments.

Mine was to work the night shift at FEMA's emergency coordination center, helping to monitor and support the rescue efforts. Meanwhile, staff members at FEMA's regional office in Denton, Texas, were already on the phone with Oklahoma state emergency officials.

It was determined that the greatest need from FEMA was for help with searching for survivors in the rubble of the destroyed building. Within hours, FEMA's specialized Urban Search and Rescue teams were on their way to Oklahoma City.

So it would seem that the "bloated dead weight" that was FEMA in 1995 moved a lot faster than what we saw under its current leadership after the recent flood disaster in Texas. I think that Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, and David Richardson, the acting FEMA administrator, may have some explaining to do.

Leo Bosner
Washington
The writer was a FEMA emergency management specialist from 1979 to 2008.

Soda and SNAP: Cut Down on the Sugary Drinks

 Jim Watson/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


To the Editor:

"Some States Seek More Limits on Food Assistance Purchases" (news article, July 27) highlights the important conversation about reducing the consumption of sugary drinks -- a public health priority the American Heart Association has long championed, often in the face of fierce soda industry opposition.

Sugary beverages are a primary source of added sugars in the American diet and a major contributor to chronic disease. Data show that removing sugary drink purchases in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, could significantly reduce consumption and future cardiovascular events. That's why we support evidence-based efforts to improve diet quality for all, including SNAP participants.

The article raises an important point about how "sugar-sweetened beverages" are defined in SNAP pilot waivers, which allow states to test changes intended to increase efficiency and improve the delivery of SNAP benefits.

If policies restrict only soda and allow energy drinks, juice cocktails and other sugary drinks, their impact may be limited. States should include all sugary drinks in their implementation for a maximum health benefit.

The good news is that a growing number of states are taking action to reduce sugary drink consumption. We must also encourage states to embrace incentive programs that make fruits and vegetables more affordable and accessible in SNAP and to protect the program overall.

Getting these policies right is important to advance health and hope for everyone, everywhere.

Nancy Brown
Dallas
The writer is the C.E.O. of the American Heart Association.
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An Appraisal


Robert Wilson Expanded Our Sense of Theatrical Possibility

Wilson, who died this week at 83, created works of otherworldly dreaminess that were also deeply human.

"Einstein on the Beach," Robert Wilson's influential collaboration with the composer Philip Glass from 1976. It was revived at the Brooklyn Academy of Music in 2012. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Zachary Woolfe



Aug 01, 2025 at 03:26 PM

Robert Wilson's productions floated into theaters and opera houses like visitors from another planet.

Most audiences, particularly in the United States, were -- and still are -- used to realistic theater, with clear settings, plots and characters. For 60 years, Wilson, who died on Thursday at 83, infuriated some and inspired many others by abandoning conventional narrative and conceiving, directing and designing works that were closer to long, enigmatic poems.

Wilson's style was glacial in its pace. Very little would happen very slowly. His scenery was minimal, yet the backdrops glowed with blue light; the effect was spare yet lush. The performers' faces were often whitened with makeup, like Japanese Kabuki actors, clowns or mimes. Their posture was rigid; their movements, formal, deliberate, almost ritualistic. Stiff gestures would be frozen for agonizing stretches.

A Wilson show was a paradox: an austere spectacle. Stylish and mysterious, his work was precisely calibrated, yet open-ended in its possible meanings. You tended not to be able to forget the experience, the look, the slowness.

He expanded our sense of what could happen on a stage by starkly limiting the action. In a climactic scene from "Einstein on the Beach," his profoundly influential, nearly five-hour collaboration with the composer Philip Glass from 1976, a 30-foot bar of light gradually rotated from horizontal to vertical, then rose into the flies. That was it.

Wilson was born in 1941 into a conservative family in Waco, Texas. He left in his early 20s for the artistic ferment of New York, but the vast, luminous expanses he kept creating over the decades echoed the wide-open landscape of his upbringing. "I guess Texas is still in my head when I want more space around everything," he told The New York Times in 1984.

In New York, he studied painting and architecture, and worked on therapeutic theatrical exercises with children who had disabilities and brain injuries, which helped point him in the direction his work would soon go: toward the nonlinear and nontextual, the unconventional and surreal. The modernist choreography of Merce Cunningham, George Balanchine and Jerome Robbins fascinated Wilson, and he incorporated into his pieces the rigor of their movement vocabularies and their narrative ambiguity.

Wilson's work was precisely calibrated yet open-ended in its possible meanings. Julien Mignot for The New York Times


By this point there was, of course, a vibrant, scrappy downtown arts scene. But few were bringing into that milieu the meticulousness of Cunningham or Balanchine, as Wilson did in the late 1960s and early '70s with "The Life and Times of Sigmund Freud," "Deafman Glance" and "The Life and Times of Joseph Stalin," all nearly silent.

Their eye-popping durations also set these pieces apart. It was in the morning after a nearly 12-hour, all-night performance of "Stalin" that Wilson met Glass. They began a series of conversations that resulted in "Einstein," an opera that was a culmination of centuries of experiments in the union of image and sound, and a new way to think about plot -- or the absence of one.

As they discussed potential subjects, Wilson suggested Chaplin and Hitler; Glass brought up Gandhi. They settled on a work that wasn't in any straightforward way about Einstein, though he appears as a violinist and the whole thing builds to a vision of nuclear apocalypse, the nightmare endpoint of his discoveries.

In lieu of traditional biographical beats, Wilson's cryptic settings included trains, a courtroom trial and a spaceship. He explored these metaphorically loaded places in strange, haunting, sometimes folksy and funny tableaus over four continuous acts, nine scenes and five "knee plays," or short interstitial sections.

"Einstein" has no story or characters. What is it about? The extravagant flood of its ideas, energy, ceaseless movement and sudden pools of reflection, boredom, attention, the passage of time, the distillation of music and drama -- opera's elemental components -- into something fresh and audacious.

Wilson and Glass found each other at just the right moment, bringing out the best of their aligned gifts for hypnotic repetition and tectonically gradual change. But the tour of "Einstein," including its American premiere in a special engagement at the Metropolitan Opera, threw its creators into debt. Wilson found himself gravitating toward more financially stable homes in the state-subsidized theaters and festivals of Europe, which also offered generally more adventurous, receptive audiences than in the United States.

He retained his avant-garde eminence at home, though. His productions regularly toured or were revived in the United States, and in 1998, he notoriously staged Wagner's "Lohengrin" at the Met. (He had begun to direct works by others, in addition to his original pieces, in the 1980s.)

The Met was at that point known for ornately naturalistic productions, and Wilson's "Lohengrin" -- which pared down the opera to some bars of light and little else -- was greeted with a storm of boos.

A couple of years ago, when I was working on an oral history of that staging, I interviewed Wilson at the Watermill Center, the creative incubator he founded on the east end of Long Island. As he spoke about his vision, he sketched in pencil on a sheet of paper: on the left side of the page, all the scenes and sets in Wagner's libretto, and on the right, his stylized versions. His adaptations were radically abstracted, but faithful in their essence.

Wilson's "Lohengrin" at the Metropolitan Opera. Winnie Klotz


"Everything that is called for in 'Lohengrin' is there," Joseph Volpe, the Met's general manager when the production premiered, told me. "It's not there in the way most people would expect it. But it's all there."

For some, Wilson's theater was cold and dull. Even for fans, it could sometimes tip into self-parody -- few directors have had a more immediately identifiable aesthetic -- or feel merely chic. He eventually became a kind of luxury brand, churning out trademarked product.

But at their best, his works felt like dreamlike apparitions from another world. They were also, though, deeply human in their childlike wonder, their endearing hopefulness, their utopian let's-put-on-a-show impulse, those wide-open stages.

Wilson was most comfortable working in visuals, not text; to the extent he used words, they were often collages formed from the voices of others. For the final moments of "Einstein," he asked Samuel M. Johnson, a 77-year-old performer, to write something.

After the ferocious scene of nuclear holocaust, Johnson sat in a bus onstage and recited a brief, sweet love story. "So profound was their love for each other," he gently intoned, "they needed no words to express it."

"Einstein" moves in this last sequence from complete destruction to pure tenderness. This could easily come across as sentimental, but after all those hours, the poignancy -- the emergence of innocence from catastrophe, of simplicity from sophistication -- just breaks your heart.
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Documentary Lens


'Kerouac's Road: The Beat of a Nation': Scratching the Surface of a Deep Legacy

Ebs Burnough's movie covers the novel as well as its influence on generations of readers, including many artists.

The actor Matt Dillon, seen in the film, is among the legions of fans of "On the Road." Universal Documentaries



By Alissa Wilkinson



Aug 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

For a certain sort of restless literary young person, reading "On the Road" is practically a rite of passage. Jack Kerouac's rambling, propulsive 1957 novel, a semi-autobiographical account of crisscrossing the country, has mesmerized generations of readers with its call to a countercultural life and its portrait of America.

Kerouac's book, and the romance of the open American road, is the subject of Ebs Burnough's documentary "Kerouac's Road: The Beat of a Nation" (in theaters), which crams too much into its run time but not without cause: There's just a lot to cover. Burnough, a former White House deputy social secretary and senior adviser to Michelle Obama, is working along three major lines of inquiry here.

The first surveys Kerouac's biography: his early life (did you know his first language was French?), his years as a young man and a Beat poet, and his late dissipation and too-early death at 47 due in part to alcoholism and cirrhosis -- especially tragic for a man who seemed so bent on a life of freedom. The actor Michael Imperioli occasionally narrates sections from the book to lend its flavor throughout.

The second thread explores the influence of "On the Road" on writers, actors, storytellers and artists today, among them Jay McInerney, Josh Brolin, Natalie Merchant, Matt Dillon, W. Kamau Bell and many more.

The film's third strand follows several Americans who are, in their own ways, following in Kerouac's footsteps. Diana, a retiree, is headed on a road trip to spend time with her estranged father near the end of his life. Amir, a high school senior, is getting ready to leave his home in Philadelphia to journey south for his first year at Morehouse College in Atlanta and thinking a lot about his own ancestors' migrations. And then there are Tenaj and Faustino Melendreras, newly living the empty-nest life and documenting their travels while wondering what the future holds for them and their relationship.

Their stories are woven into the larger narrative, contemporary examples of the spirit of resistance to conformity that "On the Road" represents to many readers. That's the larger goal of the film: to get at how something in Kerouac's youthful, audacious, at times rambling novel has elevated it to mythological levels. McInerney suggests it is the origin, in some way, of the road story, of "jumping in a car and heading west." Bell says it is "a contender for the great American novel." Brolin says that when he read it, he thought, "These are interesting people, and I want an interesting life."

There's an immense romance to the story, but it's also a product of its time. A white man like Kerouac could reasonably expect to be safe on that road, but Black men like Burnough or Bell, or Beat women like Kerouac's biographer and friend Joyce Johnson, who appears in the film, would have faced very different challenges. Despite our best aspirations and loftiest ideals, the road is not even for everyone in America.

All of these considerations are wrapped into "Kerouac's Road: The Beat of a Nation," which aspires to be a portrait of the country refracted through this one book and its legacy. The film does not fully succeed, though that's a tall order for anyone. Too many things need wrapping up by the end, so the concluding rhythm drags. There's just too much to say, and that always leads to saying less than you might want. I suspect that if you haven't read "On the Road," the constant assertions of its romance and inspiration might start to feel a bit like protesting too much -- telling, not showing.

But for superfans, "Kerouac's Road: The Beat of a Nation" will play like a party, and probably drive the repeat reader right back to the book. What's true about "On the Road" -- like most books with broad appeal to those still in the throes of youthful idealism -- is that when you return to the text, you encounter not just the book but also yourself, who you were when you first read it and all the selves you've been in the meantime. Even if you haven't hopped in a car or a train and struck out for another coast, that's a journey worth taking.
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Museums Lobby Against Strengthening a Holocaust Art Recovery Law

Museums want Congress to simply renew a law meant to help Holocaust victims and their heirs retrieve works stolen by the Nazis, but a bipartisan group of lawmakers wants to toughen it.

Efforts in Congress to strengthen the Holocaust Expropriated Art Recovery Act have concerned some museums.  Stefani Reynolds for The New York Times



By Zachary Small



Jul 31, 2025 at 04:01 PM

An effort in Congress to extend a 2016 law meant to help Holocaust victims and their heirs retrieve artworks stolen by the Nazis is pitting Jewish organizations that want to strengthen the law against major museums that have been quietly lobbying to keep it as it is.

The law, which is set to expire at the end of next year if it is not renewed, was intended to loosen the statute of limitations to help people recover art that was looted or sold under duress more than 80 years ago. It gave people a new window of up to six years to file lawsuits from the time they discover the location of the artwork and can show their right to it.

The law has been used successfully in some high-profile cases, including to recover valuable works by Egon Schiele. But in some cases, courts have ruled that the passage of so many decades had unfairly hindered the ability of the current owners of disputed artworks, including major museums, to mount effective defenses.

A bipartisan bill in the Senate aims to strengthen it by explicitly barring defenses based on the passage of time. "The intent of this act is to permit claims to recover Nazi-looted art to be brought, notwithstanding the passage of time since World War II," states the new bill, whose sponsors include Senator John Cornyn of Texas, a Republican, and Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, a Democrat.

Those changes have drawn the support of a number of prominent Jewish organizations, which say that they are necessary to make sure that people with valid claims to confiscated artworks are not prevented from recovering them just because so much time has passed.

"Hundreds of thousands of pieces of artwork were taken from the Jewish people during the Holocaust, and survivors in the United States should not be unfairly barred from claiming artwork that is theirs," Senator Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee, a Republican, said in a statement.

But museums are lobbying against the changes, which would extend the law indefinitely and limit their ability to mount certain defenses in cases where they dispute claims.

The Association of American Museum Directors has paid $8,000 to lobby elected representatives on the issue, disclosure filings show.

The association supports a five-year extension of the law "in the form that was originally passed in 2016," said Sascha Freudenheim, a spokesman for the group. "The association's position is that a five-year extension carries forward the benefits of the current law, while also allowing both claimants and museums the ability to evaluate the act's effectiveness within a reasonable time frame."

The Metropolitan Museum of Art has expressed concern about the proposed bill, according to two congressional aides who attended meetings where those concerns were raised. The museum also had a lobbyist meet with lawmakers and request they continue to allow time-barred defenses and include an expiration date on the legislation.

Ann Bailis, a spokeswoman for the Met, said that "before the legislation was released in the House, the Met participated in discussions with its congressional representatives about various changes being considered for the bill."

"The Met has long been a leader in the field of Nazi-era provenance research," she said in a statement, "and has a well-documented history of seeking resolution for works that were lost in the Holocaust."

The law, the Holocaust Expropriated Art Recovery Act, is known as the HEAR Act. It was used successfully in 2018 when the heirs of Fritz Grunbaum, an Austrian Jewish cabaret performer who died in 1941 at the Dachau concentration camp, used it to reclaim two Schiele drawings. "The HEAR Act compels us to help return Nazi-looted art to its heirs," Judge Charles J. Ramos wrote in his ruling, in which he also noted "the gut-wrenching process by which Mr. Grunbaum's property was looted."

The heirs of German Jewish businessman failed to persuade a court to force the Metropolitan Museum of Art to return Picasso's "The Actor," which they claimed he had been forced to sell under duress. Estate of Pablo Picasso/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York; via The Metropolitan Museum of Art


But other courts have limited the power of the act. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit ruled in 2019 that while the law allowed people to file claims that otherwise would have been barred by statutes of limitations, it still allowed defendants to argue in some cases that the passage of time had hindered their ability to mount an effective defense.

That ruling came in response to a lawsuit that Laurel Zuckerman, the great-grandniece of a German Jewish businessman, had filed against the Metropolitan Museum of Art seeking the return of one of its prize Picassos, "The Actor."

A lower court ruled that the heirs of the businessman, Paul Leffmann, had failed to state a claim that he had been forced to sell the painting under duress while in Italy after fleeing the Nazis. The Second Circuit appeals court upheld the ruling on different grounds: the court found that the delay in bringing the lawsuit had been unreasonable, given that the painting had been in the Met's possession since 1952. It added that "we conclude that the Met has been prejudiced by the more than six decades that have elapsed since the end of World War II."

Some lawmakers who worked to pass the HEAR Act said that such rulings had undermined the spirit of the legislation. Representative Jerrold Nadler, a New York Democrat, said that the stronger version they are now seeking to pass "clarifies Congress's commitment to ensuring these cases are determined on the merits alone, and that no family with a valid Holocaust art restitution claim is denied their day in court due to procedural technicalities."

Marie-Christine Sungaila, a lawyer who represented Zuckerman in her claim against the Met Museum, said the proposed changes to the HEAR Act would benefit Holocaust victims and their families. "This amendment should not be necessary, but it has become necessary because of the arguments that museums like the Met have made in court," she said.

Some advocates for Holocaust victims said the museum industry was lagging in its commitment to returning looted objects. "We think that the approach to addressing this issue has to take into account the historical reality," said Gideon Taylor, president of the World Jewish Restitution Organization, which has lobbied in favor of the law. "This is not the case of normal theft or robbery. This was in the context of the Holocaust."

Leila Amineddeloh, an attorney specializing in cultural heritage law and stolen art cases, said that museums are likely concerned that eliminating time-barred defenses could open cultural institutions up to an onslaught of lawsuits based on events that took place decades ago. "Museums already running on limited resources would have to respond to all these claims," she said.
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Robbery of U.K. Royal Family's Items Leads to $4 Million Insurance Payment

Two centuries-old snuff boxes adorned with diamonds and gold were among several artifacts stolen in a violent museum heist in Paris last year.

A table snuff box, originally used to hold powdered tobacco, encrusted with almost 3,000 diamonds. It is one of the two snuff boxes that were stolen from the Musee Cognacq-Jay in Paris last year. via Royal Collection Enterprises Limited 2025/Royal Collection Trust



By Lizzie Dearden
Reporting from London


Jul 31, 2025 at 06:10 PM

The organization that manages the British royal family's art collection received an insurance payment of PS3 million, about $4 million, after thieves stole two of its artifacts that were on loan to a Paris museum, the organization has disclosed.

The two pieces, both elaborate snuff boxes that were originally used to hold powdered tobacco, included one that was encrusted with almost 3,000 diamonds and another that was decorated with gold and depicted the birth of the Roman goddess Venus.

Both had been on loan to the Musee Cognacq-Jay in Paris for its "pocket luxury" exhibition, which opened in March last year with a collection of opulently decorated historical fashion accessories. But on the morning of Nov. 20, according to the Paris police, robbers carried out a violent daytime heist in front of visitors and employees.

A report in the French daily Le Monde outlined how the robbers sped into the museum's courtyard on scooters and threatened a security guard with an ax before smashing a display case and grabbing several of the items inside.

The two royal snuff boxes were found to be among the stolen artifacts, according to the museum. They were on loan from the Royal Collection Trust, which controls the royal family's art collection, and the trust's annual financial report revealed the resulting PS3 million insurance payout.

"During the year, an insurance settlement was received in respect of snuff boxes stolen whilst on loan to the Musee Cognacq-Jay," the report said, adding that the money had been placed into a fund "to be used for the enhancement of the Collection."

The other stolen box, decorated with gold and depicting the birth of the Roman goddess Venus. via Royal Collection Enterprises Limited 2025/Royal Collection Trust


Also taken in the robbery were two snuff boxes belonging to the Louvre Museum in Paris and three that were on loan to the Victoria and Albert Museum of London, according to the trust.

The trust's website details how European jewelers began to make luxurious boxes in the 1600s as the practice of using snuff became increasingly fashionable, and the two stolen artifacts were part of a wider collection of such items held by British royals.

One of the stolen boxes dates from the 1700s and was previously owned by Russia's ruling Romanov family, but was confiscated by the Soviet authorities after the revolution and was eventually purchased by Queen Mary, King Charles III's great-grandmother. The Royal Collection Trust describes it as a "spectacular bloodstone box" and one of the finest German-made boxes of its kind.

The other stolen box was given to King George V as a birthday present in 1920, and is made of gold and lapis lazuli, with an onyx cameo depicting the birth of Venus, according to the trust's website.

The two boxes and the other artifacts stolen in the heist have not been recovered -- and it is not the first time that thieves have targeted the Musee Cognacq-Jay.

In March 1937, The New York Times reported that several 18th-century gold snuff boxes and items of jewelry had been taken by a gang who smashed their way into a glass display case.

On that occasion, the suspects were described as a "blond young woman and an elderly woman, and a bewhiskered, decorated man."
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What to Watch at the Edinburgh Fringe

Some picks from the more than 3,000 shows in the Scottish arts extravaganza, including comedy, dance, theater and some gloriously weird spectacles.

The cast of "Philosophy of the World," a play about a '70s rock band by In Bed With My Brother. Rona Bar and Ofek Avshalom/Fotometro



By Isobel Lewis
Isobel Lewis first came to the Fringe as a student and now attends as a critic and awards judge, for which she once sat through eight hourlong comedy shows in a day.


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:01 AM

If last year's Edinburgh Festival Fringe was haunted by the impressive specter of "Baby Reindeer," with the Netflix smash by Richard Gadd serving as an exhilarating if daunting reminder of the event's star-making potential, this year's edition feels like a collective exhale.

In conversations with performers and prospective festivalgoers before the Fringe's return on Friday, there was less feverish expectancy, perhaps because of the tough financial conditions that many acts are facing.

So, what's driving this year's crop of comedians, theater makers, dancers, circus performers and cabaret acts? My impression is that it's a desire to entertain in tricky times, to make people laugh, or perhaps make them think, through art.

From homegrown Scottish talent to internationally acclaimed acts, the program for the Fringe, which runs through Aug. 25, is packed with passionate performers. Open to a random page of the festival guide, or scroll haphazardly through the Fringe app, and you're likely to find one.

Or, simply use this guide.



Shaun and Abigail Bengson in "Ohio." Oliver Rosser


Live in Concert (Sort of)

The intimacy of the Fringe's makeshift performance spaces lends itself to self-aware theater that integrates the audience and makes them characters, too. Take "Ohio," a new musical from the married indie folk duo the Bengsons. Exploring what faith means outside organized religion through a tuneful account of one member's struggle with hearing loss, it promises moving musical magic.

I yelped at the news that the experimental theater trio In Bed With My Brother would be back at the Fringe after a six-year hiatus: Its raucous 2017 musing on Manchester's acid house scene, "We Are Ian," is one of those Fringe experiences that remains in the memory for eternity. Expect more late-night carnage from its new offering, "Philosophy of the World," in which its members play a '70s rock band called the Shaggs, with a one-off flop of an album that gets re-evaluated and hoisted to cult status.

The theater makers Alexander Wright and Phil Grainger are meanwhile setting Greek myths to music again with the return of "Orpheus," a hit production, first performed at the Fringe in 2016, that has toured the globe ever since. Here, the audience members are not so much concert goers as companion drinkers in a dimly lit dive bar as a man bears his soul through spoken word and acoustic song while lamenting his lost wife, Eurydice.



Michael Workeye and Natasha Cowley in "Paldem," David Jonsson's first major writing project. Lottie Amor


Rom-Coms Under the Microscope

The tropes of the romantic-comedy movie, which set us all up for real-life disappointment, are being dissected onstage this year. In the more dramatic camp -- albeit with plenty of levity -- you'll find "Paldem," a new play from the rising star David Jonsson, billed as an "anti-romantic comedy." Jonsson is best known for roles in the HBO series "Industry" and the charming British indie movie "Rye Lane" (itself a rom-com). Like all good examples of the genre, "Paldem," which is Jonsson's first full-length writing project, centers on modern love -- but it also has interracial relationships, fetishization and pornography as the backdrop. (It is 2025, after all.)

Not so much challenging the genre's cliches as pointing directly at them and guffawing is Linus Karp and Joseph Martin's latest parody, "The Fit Prince," or, to give it its full title, "The Fit Prince (Who Gets Switched on the Square in the Frosty Castle the Night Before (Insert Public Holiday Here))." Mocking the mass-produced, swiftly churned-out rom-coms of Hallmark and Netflix, this show has the potential to lean more corny than camp. Yet its producers, Awkward Productions, are the masterminds behind the previous Fringe hits "Gwyneth Goes Skiing" and "Diana: The Untold and Untrue Story." I trust they know what they're doing.



Performers from Handspring Puppet Companuy in "Faustus in Africa!" The Handspring Puppet Company


Classics Retold

Making a canonical play stand out within the tightly stuffed Edinburgh program is difficult, yet a number of intriguing offerings will try. The more highbrow Edinburgh International Festival, which the Fringe is an offshoot of and which runs concurrently, is presenting "Faustus in Africa!" (Aug. 20-23) a collaboration between the South African artist William Kentridge and Handspring Puppet Company (of "War Horse" fame) that transposes Christopher Marlowe's "Doctor Faustus" into a safari setting, with colonialism and climate change crackling in the background.

Back on the Fringe, "Lost Lear" explores the seemingly universal desire that thespians of a certain age have to play Shakespeare's mad king, through the eyes of an actress with dementia in a nursing home. Via inventive use of sound, visual effects and puppetry, fact merges with fiction and the present with the past. When it played at the Dublin Theater Festival, critics called it a profound reflection on memory, expression and speaking when words fail.



A scene from "Wee Man," performed by Barrowland Ballroom. Viktoria Begg


Scotland's Finest

A wealth of local talent will be on display in the Scottish capital. For dance enthusiasts, there is Barrowland Ballroom's intriguing meditation on masculinity, "Wee Man" (Aug. 5-17), in which an all-male cast assembled by the company's artistic director, Natasha Gilmore, will ruminate on what it means to be a man at a time when some expectations and stereotypes are changing fast yet others feel immutable.

Christopher Macarthur-Boyd has felt like a well-kept secret of the Scottish comedy scene for years. But he's finally breaking out, in part, thanks to the podcast "Here Comes the Guillotine," in which he more than holds his own against his compatriots Frankie Boyle and Susie McCabe, both legends on the circuit. I caught him testing out material for his Fringe show "Howling at the Moon" recently, and he has seriously fine-tuned his act and turned the offbeat humor up to 11. All being well, this could be his Fringe.



The Australian comedian Lou Wall is performing "Breaking the Fifth Wall" at the Fringe. Monica Pronk


Glorious Comedy Weirdos

There are few greater Fringe joys than stumbling into a random show and leaving disoriented, unable to explain what you saw but convinced that you loved it. Sure to be one of the buzziest shows of this year's festival is "24 Hour Diner People," a sophomore Fringe appearance from the inventive character comic Lorna Rose Treen. In her first show, a supremely weird compilation titled "Skin Pigeon," Treen played a cowboy with guns for hands, a dolphin seeing its own reflection and Sally Rooney as a children's book author. It's safe to assume that more strangeness will follow this time.

Toussaint Douglass, a comic and satirist, is making his Fringe debut with "Accessible Pigeon Material," a show that proudly celebrates his own quirks. Douglass has a delightfully awkward charm and an enviable co-sign from the Soho Theater in London, which is producing his show. Expect ruminations on neurodivergence, Black British history and fatherhood. And pigeons -- lots of pigeons.

The Australian comic Lou Wall is returning to Edinburgh this summer with a new hourlong routine called "Breaking the Fifth Wall" and heaps of hype. You might have seen one of Wall's sets go viral: a PowerPoint presentation about a woman who stole Wall's bed from Facebook Marketplace that's been all over the socials. That clip is a fair reflection of Wall's very online sense of humor and her extraordinary ability to hurl out tightly written gags at impressive speed. Wall is a comedy whirlwind.
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'Maybe Happy Ending' Casting Change Ignites Debate About Representation

When the show said Andrew Barth Feldman, a white actor, would replace Darren Criss, who is of Filipino descent, alarms were sounded by some Asian American actors.

Andrew Barth Feldman and Helen J Shen, who plays a robot in "Maybe Happy Ending," attended the Tony Awards together in June. Jeenah Moon/Reuters



By Derrick Bryson Taylor



Jul 31, 2025 at 06:45 PM

The Broadway musical "Maybe Happy Ending," about two helperbots who form a bond at a robot retirement home in Seoul, has been riding high after winning six Tony Awards in June, including the coveted best new musical honor.

But the show's recent decision to cast Andrew Barth Feldman, a white actor, as one of the helperbots after the current actor in the role, Darren Criss, who is of Filipino descent, departs next month has raised alarms among Asian American actors and spurred a weeklong conversation about representation. Feldman ("Dear Evan Hansen," "No Hard Feelings"), who is scheduled to step into the production for nine weeks starting Sept. 2, is also the boyfriend of the musical's lead actress, Helen J Shen.

"Maybe Happy Ending" opened on Broadway last fall, and seven of the show's eight actors (four onstage and four understudies) are currently played by actors of Asian American, Native Hawaiian and/or Pacific Islander descent.

In a statement, the show said that casting and production decisions were the result of "thoughtful deliberations" by its creative team. "We are proud to have created a show where every role can authentically be portrayed by an Asian actor, although the roles of the robots were not envisioned to always be cast that way," the statement read. "We also appreciate that, for many within the A.A.P.I. community, seeing the original Broadway cast represented an inspiring milestone of visibility and representation."

A separate lengthy statement was posted on social media early Thursday, and in the comments, fans and supporters debated the decision. This year three Asian American performers (Nicole Scherzinger, Darren Criss and Francis Jue) won Tony Awards in three acting categories, which was a first; four other Asian American actors were also nominated.

Amid the dialogue about representation, Conrad Ricamora, a star of the Broadway play "Oh, Mary!," took action. Last weekend, he started a scholarship fund called "The Right to Be There" for Asian American men pursuing an acting degree. He said in an attached letter that he had been carrying grief from being told that he did not belong.

With his new scholarship fund, Conrad Ricamora said that he sought to "put something in the ground that maybe later on can grow and provide sustenance and resources in the future." Brendan Mcdermid/Reuters


Ricamora said in a phone interview on Wednesday that he had not been able to sleep well over the last week partly because he had witnessed his friends express pain over the "Maybe Happy Ending" casting.

"I just had this image of what can you do with hopelessness, and sometimes you feel like you can't do anything in the moment," he said. "But what you can do is put something in the ground that maybe later on can grow and provide sustenance and resources in the future. That is my goal with the scholarship fund."

Ricamora, a Tony nominee for his portrayal of Abraham Lincoln in "Oh, Mary!" whose acting credits also include "How to Get Away With Murder" and "How to Die Alone," said the response to his scholarship effort had felt "fortifying." As of Thursday, it had raised more than $48,000, with Ricamora contributing $18,000.

Instead of focusing purely on one casting decision, Ricamora said he wanted to address the bigger picture of barriers for Asian American actors. "This has got to be an ongoing conversation," he said.

Shen and her current "Maybe Happy Ending" castmate Darren Criss, who won a Tony Award for playing Oliver. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times


A statement from the Asian American Performers Action Coalition on Wednesday said that the organization was disappointed in the show's decision.

"A different precedent has been set; one that de-emphasizes cultural specificity and the opportunities for a far too often excluded population of actors," the statement read. "If the intent has been to show the story's 'universality,' we are reminded that though we have long been expected to view white stories populated by only white actors as 'universal,' stories about people who look like us that are populated by people who look like us are rarely considered universal enough."

BD Wong, the veteran stage actor who is also known for his roles in "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" and "Jurassic World: Dominion," was also inspired to take action. He wrote an essay, which he posted on Facebook, highlighting that some Asian American actors felt betrayed by the casting news and underscored the community's longstanding history of exclusion.

"I know nobody takes casting decisions lightly," he wrote. "This 'pivot' unfortunately retracts the validation and celebration that 'Maybe Happy Ending' lent the Asian community. This is agonizing to witness and to feel in my heart. Nobody wins."

In a phone interview on Wednesday, Wong said was upset about the situation.

"I'd love to demand that they reverse their decision," he said, adding that there were many complicated elements at play. "We're not here to oust somebody. But there is such a thing as collateral damage, too, right? What I would like to happen is for an Asian person to play that role."

More than 1,300 people had signed his essay, lending their names to the chorus of people who were frustrated.

"I feel rather weary by the whole thing and sad about the whole thing," Wong said. "But I'm also optimistic because I think it's certainly not over."
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Justin Timberlake Reveals Lyme Disease Diagnosis as Tour Ends

The pop star said in a post on social media that he had considered stopping the tour at one point.

Justin Timberlake performing in May.  Amy Harris/Invision, via Associated Press



By Michaela Towfighi and Dani Blum



Jul 31, 2025 at 09:29 PM

A day after wrapping up a two-year tour, Justin Timberlake took to Instagram on Thursday and shared personal news: He wrote that he had been "battling some health issues" and that he had been given a diagnosis of Lyme disease.

Timberlake, 44, said in the post that he had felt unwell during his Forget Tomorrow World Tour, which was promoting his sixth solo album, "Everything I Thought It Was."

"When I first got the diagnosis I was shocked for sure," he wrote in the post. "But, at least I could understand why I would be onstage and in a massive amount of nerve pain or, just feeling crazy fatigue or sickness."

He said that it had made him question whether to continue performing.

"I was faced with a personal decision. Stop touring?" he wrote. "I decided the joy that performing brings me far outweighs the fleeting stress my body was feeling."

The tour opened in April 2024 in Vancouver, Canada, and continued with over 70 shows across North America and Europe through the summer and fall. This year, he continued with a second leg, JT LIVE 25, which included several festival dates, Lollapalooza in Brazil among them, before ending on July 31, in Istanbul.

Lyme disease typically develops after a bite from an infected tick. Many people develop a telltale red rash within the first month that forms a bull's-eye around the tick bite, as well as flulike symptoms like fever, chills, fatigue and aches. For those who take antibiotics during the early stages of Lyme disease, most will fully recover within a few weeks. But even with antibiotics, some people experience enduring fatigue, body aches and difficulty concentrating.

Because its symptoms can resemble a spate of other illnesses, Lyme disease can often go undiagnosed, or be misclassified as another sickness.

If untreated, Lyme disease can lead to a cascade of complications, including fatigue, severe headaches and neck stiffness, arthritis, rashes and heart palpitations. Patients can also experience dizzy spells, shortness of breath and nerve pain. In rare cases, Lyme can lead to meningitis.

Doctors are still trying to understand some of those symptoms, and why they can vary so widely from patient to patient, said Dr. Christopher Bazzoli, an emergency medicine doctor at Cleveland Clinic. When people are sick with Lyme for a prolonged period of time, "that's where we start to get a lot more of the nebulous symptoms that are really hard to understand and treat," he said.

Timberlake, who wrote that he is a "pretty private person," said that he was sharing the news of his diagnosis in an effort to "be more transparent about my struggles so that they aren't misinterpreted."

Representatives for Timberlake did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

The tour, his first since 2019, came with a few hiccups. Last year, shortly before he was scheduled to play at Madison Square Garden, Timberlake was arrested and charged with driving while intoxicated in Sag Harbor, N.Y. He later pleaded guilty to a lesser charge.

There were some cancellations and postponements as well. Timberlake postponed a show in New Jersey by a week, citing an injury. A few weeks later, he canceled a show in Oklahoma City, Okla., after injuring his back.

Timberlake also canceled a performance in Columbus, Ohio, in February less than an hour before it began, citing illness.
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Slurping Toward Nirvana on the Maine Oyster Trail

Savoring all things fresh and briny while on a mission to visit all four of Maine's oyster regions in just one long weekend.

Enjoying a local delicacy at North Beacon Oyster in Rockland, Maine, a stop on the Maine Oyster Trail.



By Danielle Dowling
Visuals by Greta Rybus
Danielle Dowling never did find the lost keys to her rental car in Maine.


Jul 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Eat oysters only in months whose names contain the letter R. That old rule of thumb lingers, seemingly as fundamental as "30 days hath September."

And yet there I was in late May, clearly not an "R" month, at Glidden Point farm in Edgecomb, Maine, with three oysters, a knife and a tour guide determined to teach me how to shuck them without losing a thumb.

I wedged my knife into the hinge of the shellfish, then realized in horror that this was a living thing that I was about to savage. My guide, Althea Pendur-Thorne, read my mind.

"I like to thank the oyster," she said to reassure me.

A Wet Smack oyster shucked by Andy Rogers at Jolie Rogers Raw Bar in Wiscasset, Maine.


So after I pried the shell open and covered the meat in a tangy mignonette, I whispered, "Thank you, oyster," before gulping it down.

A Delicious Quest

I had come to Maine to spend a long weekend navigating the Maine Oyster Trail, a collection of more than 80 restaurants, farms and oyster-centered attractions. It seemed like a novel way to visit "Vacationland" just as high season was starting. No lobsters, no lighthouses, no log cabins -- let the shellfish lead the way.

My competitive soul couldn't resist the trail's Oyster Passport program, which rewards participants with swag based on how many sites they visit. And my geeky heart was set on the beanie awarded for visiting one business in each of the trail's four regions, which stretch along the coast from south to north: the Maine Beaches, Greater Portland and Casco Bay, the Midcoast and Islands, and Down East and Acadia.



 Greta Rybus for The New York Times

 Greta Rybus for The New York Times

Marginal Way, a picturesque walk along the seaside cliffs in Ogunquit, Maine, is on the National Register of Historic Places.

Because of the distance involved, there was no time to spare. I touched down at Portland International Jetport on a Thursday afternoon, hopped right in a rental car and sped about 35 miles south to the seaside town of Ogunquit. I made it to Brix + Brine, an alfresco restaurant with a patio and bar, just in time to sample the three oyster varieties on its chalkboard and then visit the nearby Marginal Way, a must-see cliff walk where I took a quick stroll to soak up some ocean views. The Beaches region was on the books.

The next day, checking off the Midcoast region at Jolie Rogers Raw Bar, in Wiscasset, I met Andy Rogers, a champion shucker and co-owner of the restaurant. Among the varieties he prepared for me was one of his favorites: the Wet Smacks from Maine Ocean Farms, where the shellfish are tumbled by wind and wave action in a process that Mr. Rogers likened to "a gym for oysters."

One way to judge the fitness of an oyster before opening it is to bang two of them together, he said, demonstrating so that I could hear the sharp, solid sound they should make. And when it comes to eating oysters only in months that have the letter R, he told me, that rule was "not relevant in cold-water areas" like Maine.

Raw Bars and a Rowboat

Video: 

Glidden Point Oyster Farms is situated on the Damariscotta River in the Midcoast region of Maine.

The farm offers public walking tours of the grounds and, in the colder months, a riverside sauna.


Glidden Point's farm store is open daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., selling merch and oysters to take home or enjoy on its patio with a selection of beer, wine, cider and soft drinks.


The Maine Oyster Trail began in 2017 as a paper map directing tourists to a handful of raw bars and oyster farms. The state, synonymous with lobster, was aiming to reap the benefits of a decades-long effort to revive its oyster industry, and the trail, which is now fully online, was a way to "market not only the oysters themselves but oyster experiences," said Trixie Betz, the outreach and development specialist at the Maine Aquaculture Association.

Farm tours appear often on the trail, which is how I ended up at Glidden Point on Friday afternoon. There, my oyster education continued with a history lesson and fun facts about the shellfish (the best one being that Eastern oysters, the dominant species along the Atlantic coast, commonly start out as male and then, after their first spawning season, live out the rest of their lives as females).

At the farm, which sits on the Damariscotta River, cages on a docked boat brimmed not only with oysters but with green crabs, skittering and brandishing their claws. The river also serves as a cold plunge for the sauna at Glidden Point, which, I discovered to my disappointment, had closed for the season the weekend before my visit.

Nicolle Littrell offers sunset rowboat rides in Belfast, Maine, aboard a 19-and-a-half-foot dory named Sorciere.


Video: 

Ms. Littrell, who runs DoryWoman Rowing, calls Belfast "the Mecca of rowing."

I ended the day rowing in Belfast's harbor with Nicolle Littrell aboard a 19-and-a-half-foot dory named Sorciere. Ms. Littrell, who started DoryWoman Rowing in 2021, offers sessions in a range of themes, whether you want to interact with wildlife or go on an excursion during the solstice, under a full moon or at sunset.

As we eased out to the mouth of the harbor, she gently corrected my off-kilter rhythm and awkward form. She also talked up Belfast -- she called it "the Mecca of rowing" -- where she relocated from Brooklyn in 1999. And she shared her plans to set up a sauna on the shore that would be available to locals as well as her clients after cold-weather rowing sessions. It might seem odd, and perhaps hazardous, to row anytime beyond the summer, but Ms. Littrell promised that it's "very invigorating" and safe. Besides, she said, "Maine is lovely all four seasons."

Shelter From the Storm


Graham Platner of the Waukeag Neck Oyster Company heads out to harvest oysters.

Mr. Platner pulls a cage from the water ...

then finds a suitable oyster fresh from the bay ...
Video: 

and deftly shucks it.

It turns out Maine is much less lovely in the driving rain. On Saturday, a torrential downpour and a lost set of rental car keys soaked my plans to check off the Acadia region by visiting the Waukeag Neck Oyster Company in Sullivan and taking a boat tour of Frenchman Bay with the local oysterman Graham Platner. The bad luck also put the kibosh on a forest walk with the wilderness guide Jeanne Christie.

Because I couldn't check off Acadia, I had also failed in my quest for the beanie, which would have come in handy on that chilly, damp day. I consoled myself with some retail therapy at a handful of cute shops in Rockland (which also has a few museums -- including one dedicated to lighthouses and two to art -- if you should ever need somewhere to shelter from the rain in Maine).

The patio at the Shop, a market and raw bar in Portland, Maine.

Diners enjoying the oysters inside the restaurant, which has a laid-back vibe.


Then I stopped at one of the city's trail locations: North Beacon Oyster. Getting a seat at the cozy restaurant can be hard, even in the off-season, so I felt a bit of luck returning when I found an open spot at the bar. I celebrated with a pairing of oysters from Unicorn Oyster Farm and a delightful mocktail called a Unicorn Limeade.

The next day, in Portland, with some time to fill before my flight home, I headed to the Shop, a market and raw bar. Its presence was so nondescript -- a simple mural announcing "Oysters" in tall red letters -- I almost drove right by. But I'm glad I found it for two reasons: One, I was able to check off the Portland region, and two, the memory of its spicy raw scallop and melon salad and a half-dozen of its juicy oysters endure.

The "R" months will return soon enough, and when they do, I hope to complete my mission and earn that beanie. As a bonus, in the fall, oysters store up glycogen for the winter, making them all the sweeter.

Video: 

The Shop offers a variety of oysters, caviar and other delicacies, making for a fitting coda to a weekend exploring Maine.



Follow New York Times Travel on Instagram and sign up for our Travel Dispatch newsletter to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 52 Places to Go in 2025.
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Stock Market Posts Worst Week in Months on Renewed Economic Fears

Data showing cracks in the U.S. labor market and President Trump's newest barrage of tariffs shook investors around the world, weighing on stocks, the dollar and more.



By Danielle Kaye



Aug 01, 2025 at 12:29 PM

After months of rallying and periods of relative calm, stocks tumbled on Friday as fresh economic data reflected unexpected signs of weakness in the labor market and President Trump announced steep new tariffs against some of America's largest trading partners.

The S&P 500 ended the day down 1.6 percent, capping one of the index's worst weeks since Mr. Trump wrought chaos across the global trading system when he unveiled his first round of steep tariffs in April. The benchmark fell 2.4 percent for the week.

On Friday, investors parsed through the president's latest tariff plans and how they might further drive up costs for companies and consumers. But it was a report from the Labor Department that caused the most alarm.

U.S. employers added 73,000 jobs in July, fewer than the roughly 100,000 that economists had expected, and the unemployment rate rose slightly. The report also revised down the data on hiring from May and June by a combined 258,000 jobs, suggesting the labor market was under greater strain than initially believed.

The weaker-than-expected hiring data, particularly the large downward revisions for May and June, raised concerns about the strength of the economy under Mr. Trump and created new uncertainty about the timing of the Federal Reserve's next interest rate cut.

With the stock market swooning and his critics raising new questions about the efficacy of his economic policies, Mr. Trump took the extraordinary step of publicly calling into the question the veracity of the hiring data. In a social media post on Friday afternoon, he blamed, without evidence, a Biden administration appointee in the Bureau of Labor Statistics for producing faulty numbers.

Mr. Trump's charge did little to soothe investors' concerns about the economy, however, as the market remained lower throughout the afternoon.

"This is the first eye-opening bad number," said Mark Hackett, chief market strategist at Nationwide. "It's a reminder that volatility still exists."

Investors had been "lulled into a sense of complacency" over the past few months as stocks surged, Mr. Hackett added. The market rally was headed for a pause, he said, but "the payroll number really changes the conversation."

As recently as Wednesday, Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, described the labor market as "solid" when explaining the central bank's decision to keep holding interest rates steady.

For Wall Street, the data on Friday cast fresh skepticism on that assessment.

The yield on 10-year Treasury bonds slid more than a tenth of a percentage point, a large move in that market that reflected expectations for lower rates. (Yields move inversely to prices.) The dollar also dropped sharply against other major currencies.

Traders' bets on a September rate cut rose to more than 90 percent on Friday, up from roughly 40 percent the day before, according to CME FedWatch.

The Trump administration also seized on the weak hiring numbers to continue to hammer Mr. Powell to cuts rates soon, to jolt economic growth. Posting on social media, Mr. Trump said Mr. Powell should "substantially" lower rates. If he doesn't, the Fed board should "assume control," the president said.

Friday's losses were steepest in the technology-heavy Nasdaq Composite index, which fell 2.2 percent. Stocks in Asia and Europe also lost ground on Friday.

The declines put a damper on a weekslong rally, supported by solid corporate earnings from many major technology companies. But the downward shift on Friday -- the fourth consecutive daily drop for the S&P 500 -- echoed Wall Street's tariff-induced meltdown in April.

Back then, rounds of selling pushed the index to the brink of a bear market, before Mr. Trump paused his most punitive tariffs. By late June, the S&P 500 had surged to a record high and regained all the ground it lost in March and early April.

Analysts have noted that market declines fueled by fears of tariffs have tended to give way to rallies, as deadlines were extended or altered. But now that steeper tariffs are set to take effect on Thursday, a renewed escalation of Mr. Trump's global trade war -- coupled with signs of weakness in the economy -- is injecting volatility into financial markets again.

"It's kind of a warning sign about where the economy might be headed," said Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at Bankrate. "The labor market is not nearly on a solid footing as we had thought."

Eshe Nelson and Kailyn Rhone contributed reporting.
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Harm or Help? Why Companies Are Battling Tariffs Meant to Benefit Them.

Economists say the way the Trump administration is imposing tariffs is backfiring for some of the businesses they are meant to help.

A MISCO speaker factory in St. Paul, Minn. The company has long manufactured speakers in the state, but tariffs on imports from China in recent years have forced it to offshore some manufacturing. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times



By Ana Swanson
Ana Swanson covers international trade and is based in Washington.


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Dan Digre's family business has been manufacturing speakers in Minnesota for 75 years, clinging on even as his U.S. competitors shut their factories and relocated to Asia.

The company is the kind of American manufacturer that President Trump says his trade policies will protect. But since Mr. Trump began imposing tariffs on Chinese exports in 2018 in an effort to help U.S. manufacturers, Mr. Digre's company, MISCO, has been forced to offshore some of its manufacturing. Tariffs have pushed up the cost of the foreign parts he needs for his U.S. factory, making it more economical to produce his speakers elsewhere.

Mr. Digre's situation illustrates one of the perils of the president's sweeping tariffs, which are intended to raise the cost of foreign goods and encourage consumers to buy domestically instead. For some companies, the tariffs are giving them a chance to compete with cheap imports, particularly from China.

But for other manufacturers that do business globally, like MISCO, the tariffs are having the opposite effect. Stiff levies are cutting companies off from supplies and markets they depend on abroad, in ways that could undercut Mr. Trump's goals, hurt small manufacturers and weigh on the American economy.

Mr. Digre's company has long manufactured speakers in Minnesota for export, including to a major customer in Canada. His firm relies on certain materials from China, the only place to get many small components needed for speakers. But Mr. Digre must now pay a 55 percent tariff on those Chinese imports. As a result, manufacturing for that customer from the United States no longer makes sense. So Mr. Digre has shifted speaker production to a factory in China, where he will export directly to Canada and bypass the United States entirely.

"We're starting off with a 55 percent material cost disadvantage to our global competitors," he said. Illogically, he said, the United States charges higher tariffs on speaker parts from China than finished speakers from either China or Vietnam, which also discourages U.S. manufacturing.

"Making things here and exporting them isn't really feasible as long as these tariffs are in place," he added.

This situation stems from the administration's broad-brush approach to tariffs. Mr. Trump has applied levies to bananas, bolts, T-shirts and robots, seemingly without regard to whether those industries can or will relocate to the United States. The president has applied tariffs to finished products as well as the parts and raw materials that U.S. factories need, including 50 percent tariffs on steel and aluminum.

So far, Mr. Trump's tariffs seem to be benefiting companies that can thrive on serving American customers, particularly those that face tougher competition from China. But for firms that depend on global supply chains and markets, the tariffs the administration is imposing or threatening can be more of a harm than a help.

This includes some of the United States' biggest export industries, like the aviation sector, which has been arguing against tariffs on aircraft and parts. It also includes industries the United States has been trying to build up, like semiconductor manufacturing. As the Trump administration considers new chip tariffs in the coming weeks, semiconductor companies have warned that a 25 percent charge on the machines they need to make chips, which can cost tens or hundreds of millions of dollars each, would make manufacturing in the United States unviable.

"It isn't as simple as, you put on a tariff, you incentivize stuff to be made here," said Mr. Digre. "It's got to be more strategic."

'Unsustainable and unacceptable'

Mr. Trump's trade policy is aimed at reversing trends that many in the United States now see as harmful, in which companies moved factories overseas in past decades in search of cheaper labor.

At a manufacturing conference last month, Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative, said that offshoring had stripped Americans of family-supporting jobs, and the country of an important source of national security and innovation. It had also created the largest trade deficit "of any country in human history on planet Earth," "a state of affairs that is as unsustainable as is unacceptable," he said.

Some economists who support the goal of shoring up U.S. manufacturing are skeptical about the administration's approach given it doesn't distinguish between lower-value goods, like shoes and electronic components, and higher-value ones. Many say the cheaper goods are not economical to make in the United States, as opposed to products like airplanes and medical devices that require the advanced manufacturing in which U.S. companies continue to excel.

"If you were really serious about bringing manufacturing back into the U.S., you'd be doing much more targeted industrial policy," said Dani Rodrik, a Harvard University economist, "versus these across-the-board tariffs, which are an extremely blunt instrument."

"We're starting off with a 55 percent material cost disadvantage to our global competitors," Dan Digre, MISCO's president and chief executive, said. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times


Components for speakers at the factory in St. Paul. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times


Brad Setser, an economist at the Council on Foreign Relations, agreed that the administration had chosen to place significant tariffs on a lot of goods without much U.S. production, or the prospect for it to return. "There is a pretty hefty 'Walmart tariff,' you'd say," he said.

Mr. Setser also said the administration's decision to put large tariffs on the materials factories need, including steel, would backfire. U.S. steel is already significantly more expensive than elsewhere in the world.

The Trump administration has not offered any exclusions to its tariffs out of concern that the process would undercut its effectiveness and reduce the revenue the president wants to collect. But Mr. Setser said the impact would be to make manufactured goods more expensive, which ultimately reduces demand for them.

"The price goes up, and people economize," he said. "There are just a series of design decisions that are going to complicate any real expansion in manufacturing."

While it is likely too early to judge, there is little sign so far that tariffs are bolstering American manufacturing in any significant way.

Some Trump supporters have pointed to a slight uptick in industrial production this year, as well as growing capital expenditures, which suggests companies are continuing to spend on plants and equipment.

But a monthly survey of manufacturing executives has indicated that the factory sector was in a contraction in recent months, as it has been for much of the past three years. And the United States has shed manufacturing jobs in recent months, even as jobs in other sectors, like health care, have risen. Data released Friday showed that the United States lost 11,000 manufacturing jobs in June, a fairly significant decrease that comes on top of 6,000 job losses the previous month.

Government data also shows that company spending on new factories has slumped, despite the Trump administration's frequent announcements of large investment commitments. Spending on factory construction had surged in 2024 as the Biden administration subsidized the semiconductor and clean energy industries, efforts that the Trump administration has criticized or abandoned.

Diane Swonk, the chief economist at KPMG, said that the bulk of the effects of tariffs was still ahead, but that economic literature suggested they were likely to be an impediment to manufacturing.

"It's too soon to declare it one way or the other, but we're already seeing the headwinds mount," she said.

Kush Desai, a White House spokesman, said in a statement that the tariffs had helped secure trade deals providing "unprecedented market access for American exports."

"As the American economy continues roaring back thanks to the administration's economic agenda of deregulation and the One Big Beautiful Bill's tax cuts, American companies are set for historic growth at home and abroad," he added.

Winners and losers

Some manufacturers say tariffs are an important tool to help them compete against unfairly low-priced imports and to preserve manufacturing that could be vital for national security.

Charlotte Pipe, a 124-year-old, fifth-generation, family-owned business in North Carolina, does the kind of manufacturing that may make sense for the United States to protect.

The company makes pipe, fittings and manhole covers out of cast iron and plastic, and employs around 2,000 people around the U.S. But Brad Muller, the company's vice president of marketing and government affairs, argues that foundries like Charlotte Pipe can be converted in wartime to produce anything made of melted metal, including tanks or ships. And once foundries close, "they don't really come back," he said, without an investment of hundreds of millions of dollars.

Mr. Muller said that he supported tariffs for his industry, but he acknowledged that they weren't the solution for all sectors.

"Tariffs are a blunt tool," he said. "But at the same time we feel like some industries need protection, so we have these industries and we can make things in America."

Molten iron ore at Charlotte Pipe and Foundry in Oakboro, N.C. Travis Dove for The New York Times


The company employs about 2,000 people around the country. Travis Dove for The New York Times


For some critical types of manufacturing, the threat from foreign competition is not dissipating. In particular, the Chinese government continues to pour money into its factories, boosting exports and reducing the global price of goods like solar panels and critical minerals to a level where it makes little economic sense for other countries to try to compete.

In recent months, Beijing has flexed its control over rare earth minerals and magnets needed by U.S. manufacturers, reinforcing for U.S. policymakers the risks of depending on a potential adversary for key materials.

Neil Shearing, the chief economist at Capital Economics, said that China's factories "are in overdrive as a structurally imbalanced economy pushes a flood of ever-cheaper goods into the global economy."

"Tariffs are a blunt response, but they reflect a deeper shift: the world is increasingly unwilling to absorb the consequences of China's investment-heavy model," he added.

But some companies that import goods from China that are of little strategic importance to the United States have been bewildered by the Trump administration's sweeping approach, saying their businesses are a casualty.

Mac Harman, the chief executive of Balsam Hill, which sells artificial Christmas trees and Christmas tree decorations, said that his company had been stuck with tariff bills on some of its shipments ranging into the tens of millions of dollars, as U.S. tariffs on imports from China climbed this year.

The company has trimmed its work force, frozen wages, investments and travel, and even stopped supplying office lunches. Balsam Hill sources most of its products from abroad, but buys some figurines and other products from artisans in the United States, and employs 170 people in the U.S. in sales, distribution and other activities.

"It means we've stopped growing our business," Mr. Harman said. "That's the reality of what we have to do to pay for the tariffs."

Mr. Harman said that his products were not things that American workers wanted to manufacture. For example, pre-lighted Christmas trees, a major product for the company, have "never been made in the United States," he said.

"It's just super painstaking," he said. "That's why our product category exists, because people don't want to put lights on a tree."

David Autor, an economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who has highlighted the threat that Chinese competition is posing to industries like cars, robotics, semiconductors, aviation, biotechnology and solar power, said that preserving those important industries would "require a much more thoughtful set of policies than simply slapping tariffs on friends and foes alike."

"I think there is a role and a place and a time for tariffs in industrial and trade policy, and I think the time is now," Mr. Autor said. "But the alternative to doing nothing isn't any random thing you can think of."
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With New 40% Tariff, Trump Takes Aim at U.S. Dependence on China's Factories

President Trump's executive order carved out a special tariff on goods shipped indirectly to the United States by way of other countries.

The Chongqing Railway Container Terminal, a major Chinese international trade hub. Gilles Sabrie for The New York Times



By Alexandra Stevenson and Keith Bradsher
Alexandra Stevenson has reported from the Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia since President Trump announced tariffs in April. Keith Bradsher has reported the disruption in trade from across China.


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:53 AM

Ever since President Trump began raising tariffs on goods from China during his first term, Chinese companies have raced to set up warehouses and factories in Southeast Asia, Mexico and elsewhere to bypass U.S. tariffs with indirect shipments to the American market via other countries.

But on Thursday, Mr. Trump took aim at all indirect American imports, which he blames for part of the $1.2 trillion U.S. trade deficit. The president imposed 40 percent tariffs on so-called transshipments, which will take effect in a week. And a senior administration official who briefed reporters said work was underway that could broaden considerably the definition of indirect shipments.

The new rules cover indirect shipments from anywhere, not just China. But China, with its massive factory infrastructure and expansive manufacturing ambition, has been the main country to develop a global network for such shipments. Trade experts were quick to predict that China would be the most affected -- and the most annoyed.

"The trade provisions are a thinly veiled attempt to box in China -- China will view them as such, and this will inevitably spill over into trade discussions with the United States," said Stephen Olson, a former American trade negotiator who is now a senior fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, a research group in Singapore.

Mr. Trump's executive order Thursday created a new category of imports: goods that are transshipped through other countries instead of coming straight from the country of origin. The 40 percent tariffs on these goods will be on top of whatever tariffs would have applied if the goods had come directly from the country where they were originally made.

The legal definition of transshipment is quite narrow: a good that did not undergo a "substantial transformation" in the country through which it was indirectly shipped. Countries in Southeast Asia like Vietnam have long denied that they allow a lot of transshipment, and they have been tightening inspections to prevent it.

They contend that their soaring imports of Chinese components are being assembled into new and different products that can appropriately be labeled made in their countries, and not labeled "made in China."

President Trump in the Oval Office during a bilateral meeting with the Philippines president, Bongbong Marcos, in July. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


In addition to the new 40 percent tariffs on transshipment, the Trump administration plans to put in place so-called rules of origin for indirect shipments in "a few weeks," the senior administration official said.

Rules of origin are meant to assure importers that goods really were manufactured where their sellers say they were.

To be effective, rules of origin must be written strictly, as they are for goods to qualify for free trade agreements with the United States. For example, the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, which replaced the North American Free Trade Agreement, require that as much as 75 percent of cars be manufactured in North America to qualify for duty-free treatment in crossing borders.

Brad Setser, an official under the Obama and Biden administrations who is now a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, said that setting rules of origin could make a big difference. "The most significant long-term change from the Trump tariff barrage may be creating rules of origin that define the Chinese content," he said.

But other experts were less convinced that the Trump administration would set stringent rules, particularly when discussions have been underway for a possible summit this autumn between President Trump and Xi Jinping, China's top leader. The Chinese government has called for the removal of tariffs on its exports and further tightened its considerable restrictions on the purchase of American goods.

"There is nothing in there about content from certain countries, and that is helpful because it means that they aren't risking the wrath of China at this point in time," said Deborah Elms, the head of trade policy at the Hinrich Foundation in Singapore.

The first country-specific trade deal reached by Mr. Trump to tackle transshipment head on was one on July 2 with Vietnam. It included a 40 percent provision on goods indirectly shipped from China. The provision has turned out to be a blueprint for a sweeping new strategy to limit China's role in the world's supply chain.

But a month later, Vietnam has not publicly confirmed the transshipment provision. With the exception of Indonesia, transshipment tariffs also have not been featured in announcements of subsequent deals with other countries in Southeast Asia.

In recent weeks, Mr. Trump has also modulated his strident tone on China. He reversed a previously hard line position on the export of artificial intelligence chips to China. Not long after, he told the president of the Philippines that he didn't mind if the country got along with China because the United States also had a good relationship with China.

Workers sew garments at a production line in a textile factory in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Linh Pham for The New York Times


For countries in Southeast Asia that had raced to placate Mr. Trump over the months since he first announced his reciprocal tariffs, the flip flopping has created both a sense of uncertainty and a dose of cynicism about the new agreements they have with the United States.

At the same time, many countries in Southeast Asia have explored ways to crack down on Chinese companies that reroute exports through their countries without doing any further processing. Governments in the region have streamlined customs practices and promised to quash counterfeit and illegal trade. They have given serious thought to reducing the amount of Chinese content in the products they assemble and export.

For the Malaysian government, which received a 19 percent tariff, the idea of taking China out of the global supply chain was always going to be a big request.

"How should I put it? Everyone can have an aspiration," Liew Chin Tong, the deputy trade minister of Malaysia, said in an interview in Kuala Lumpur last week. "But when aspiration meets actual execution, well we'll have to wait and see."

The absence on Thursday of specific measures naming China may be a reflection of the Trump administration's efforts to reach a deal with America's biggest economic rival, said Priyanka Kishore, an economist in Singapore. China recently showed that it could pull its own trade levers when it halted the export of rare earth magnets crucial for the car, semiconductor and aerospace industries.

"That really brought to the Trump administration's attention to the fact that this is a formidable country on the other side of the table -- China really put up a strong front, and since then there has been some softening on transshipment," said Ms. Kishore, who is the founder of Asia Decoded, a consulting firm.

Multinationals like Walmart account for a sizable share of U.S. imports and have fairly detailed information on how their products are made. But some analysts question whether U.S. Customs and Border Enforcement is capable of identifying whether or not packages really come from China.

"Enforcement is likely to be challenging, and even if outright rerouting is reduced, trade diversion will continue to dampen the impact of U.S. tariffs on China's aggregate export performance," Capital Economics, an economic analysis consulting firm, said in a research note.

Hasya Nindita contributed reporting from Jakarta, Tung Ngo from Hanoi and Ana Swanson from Washington.
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See How Often Fed Governors Have Broken Ranks

Two top Fed officials voted against the central bank's decision to leave rates unchanged, the first dual dissent in more than 30 years.



By Christine Zhang



Jul 30, 2025 at 07:07 PM

In recent decades, the Federal Reserve board has been near-unanimous in its rate-setting decisions. Even a single dissent from a Fed governor has been rare.

This week, there were two.

Christopher J. Waller and Michelle Bowman, both Trump appointees, voted on Wednesday against the central bank's decision to leave interest rates unchanged -- the first time two governors have dissented on a monetary policy decision in a single meeting since 1993.

Their dissents come at a time of heightened pressure for the Fed and its current chair, Jerome H. Powell, who has faced repeated attacks from President Trump, including demands to either lower rates or resign.

The Fed's rate-setting committee has 12 voting members: the board, which consists of the seven governors, including the chair, plus five regional presidents. (Presidents, who are not included in these figures, dissent more frequently. Adriana Kugler, a governor, did not attend the meeting and therefore did not cast a vote.)

Dissent peaked in the early 1980s under Paul Volcker. That was a period of double-digit inflation, and Mr. Volcker led the Fed to ramp up interest rates as high as 20 percent to bring it down.

Though Mr. Volcker is widely credited with putting an end to that period of runaway price increases, his policies set off a recession and produced public outcry. He frequently clashed with President Reagan's appointees on the Fed board.

Mr. Powell has often invoked Mr. Volcker's legacy.

By the time Alan Greenspan took over as chair, inflation had come down substantially. Still, in the latter part of the 1990s, some feared the economy was running too hot and that inflation would once again become a problem.

But Mr. Greenspan thought the United States was experiencing a productivity boom. In that scenario, strong growth was unlikely to be coupled with inflation and the Fed would not need to raise interest rates to cool the economy. His hunch turned out to be correct.

As a result, "he was viewed as a legendary figure," said Ellen Meade, a research professor at Duke University who was a senior adviser to the Fed's board of governors until 2021.

"The culture around dissenting shifted, I think in part because of people's reverence for him," she added, referring to Mr. Greenspan.

Kevin Warsh, a former Fed governor who is seen as one of Mr. Trump's top choices to succeed Mr. Powell, has said that he believes the United States is on the verge of a similar productivity boom today, necessitating a loosening of monetary policy. The opinion is in contrast with that of Mr. Powell, who has warned that the Trump administration's tariff policy could be inflationary and has been cautious to cut rates.

The trend of diminished dissents continued even after Mr. Greenspan's tenure. During the Great Recession, this could have stemmed partly from a desire to present a united front to the public.

"There may be more of a sense that expressing dissent on the inside, rather than voting dissent, is just preferable for the institution as a whole," Dr. Meade said.

This month, Mr. Waller said that he did not believe trade policy would lead to long-term inflation and said he would dissent at Wednesday's meeting. Mr. Waller said he wished to return the Fed's rate to "neutral," meaning a level that neither speeds up nor slows down business activity.

Ms. Bowman has dissented once before: Last September, she voted against the Fed's decision to lower interest rates sharply -- the first "no" vote by a governor since 2005. Explaining her rationale, she said that she was still worried about inflation and would have preferred a smaller cut.

Along with Mr. Warsh, Mr. Waller and Ms. Bowman are possible contenders for Mr. Powell's position when his term ends next May.
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Switzerland Is Stunned by 39% U.S. Tariff, Among the Highest in the World

Swiss officials plan to negotiate urgently for a lower rate, before the punishing levy takes effect next week.

Luxury watches are among the high-profile Swiss goods that will face a 39 percent tariff in the United States. Denis Balibouse/Reuters



By Liz Alderman
Liz Alderman, who writes about business and economics in Europe, reported from Paris.


Aug 01, 2025 at 10:29 AM

Switzerland got a rude awakening on Friday, a national holiday, when President Trump set the tariff rate on goods imported from the Alpine country at 39 percent, one of the highest rates for any nation. Karin Keller-Sutter, the Swiss president, said that she had spoken with Mr. Trump on Thursday but that "no agreement could be reached."

Swiss watches, precision machinery, and even coffee capsules and chocolates will be subject to the punishing tariffs once they cross the U.S. border if the two sides don't hash out a trade deal by Aug. 7, the day the revised tariffs are set to take effect.

On Friday, Ms. Keller-Sutter vowed to press ahead with negotiations, as she and other Swiss officials attended an event to signify the founding of the Swiss Confederation in 1291. "We don't want customs duties to spoil the holiday," she said. "We simply have to get up and find solutions."

Despite the showing of sang-froid, the Swiss were already indignant about Mr. Trump's initial threat, in April, to levy a 31 percent tariff on its goods. When the White House announced altered rates late on Thursday, the Swiss were shocked to see that rate had increased. Many other countries had their tariffs maintained or lowered in Mr. Trump's revisions.

Switzerland's economy minister, Guy Parmelin, said the country had been "especially mistreated," adding that the government would work to understand "what went wrong, what exactly the United States and Donald Trump want, and to see if there is room for maneuver."

The day took a surreal turn when the U.S. secretary of state, Marco Rubio, posted a bright-sounding message on Friday to the Swiss, commemorating the holiday.

"The United States values its strong and steady relationship with Switzerland," he wrote, without mentioning the new tariffs announced hours earlier. "We wish the Swiss people a successful and meaningful celebration and look forward to continued collaboration in the years ahead."

Without a new deal, Swiss goods in America would become significantly more costly than goods imported from its neighbors in the European Union, which negotiated a 15 percent tariff, and Britain, with a 10 percent tariff. 

Jan Atteslander, the head of the EconomieSuisse, the nation's main business trade group, said that the "massive tariffs" would "make Swiss exports more expensive, weaken the competitiveness of companies and damage the investment climate."

The Swiss association of engineering companies called the tariffs "economically incomprehensible," adding that they risked damage to "long-term cooperation with the U.S."

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Karin Keller-Sutter, the Swiss president, at a meeting in Geneva in May. Martial Trezzini, via Reuters


Switzerland has gone out of its way since Mr. Trump's election to make the case that it is what Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent recently called "a sister republic" to America. The country of nine million people, famous for its political neutrality, fine chocolates and high-end watches, had eliminated industrial tariffs on all imports, including American goods. It distanced itself from the rest of Europe to avoid entanglement in trans-Atlantic trade fights. Swiss companies generate half a million jobs in the United States, many of them by the Swiss pharmaceutical giants Roche and Novartis.

The European Union was able to leverage its economic heft to strike a deal with Mr. Trump this week. The Swiss, meanwhile, will negotiate urgently in the coming days in the hopes of avoiding a dire outcome.

Ms. Keller-Sutter said Mr. Trump had told her that the U.S. trade deficit with Switzerland remained "a key issue" behind the steep tariff rate. But over two-thirds of Switzerland's exports to the United States are gold bullion and bars refined in Swiss foundries and shipped in large quantities. The Swiss central bank has suggested gold shouldn't be counted in the trade balance sheet. Gold imports are exempt from Mr. Trump's tariffs.

A breakthrough in trade talks could come at any time, given Mr. Trump's track record of surprise announcements, said Stefan Legge, the head of tax and trade policy at the University of St. Gallen's Institute for Law and Economics. But there is also the risk of things dragging out with little certainty, he added.

"One thing we have learned in Switzerland is that you can talk to anyone in the White House administration and it is completely irrelevant if Trump is not on board," Mr. Legge said. "Trump very much enjoys this. He's at the center of decisions, he wants to stay in demand, and by keeping everyone on edge that will continue."

Switzerland's mammoth pharmaceutical industry was on alert after the Trump administration sent letters to all major pharma firms on Thursday, demanding that they offer lower prices for American consumers. A number of multinational drugmakers have factories in Switzerland that make their medicines, including for American patients. Those imports are poised to be hit by sector-specific tariffs that the Trump administration is expected to impose on imports of pharmaceuticals from certain parts of the world. Those levies could be announced as soon as this month.

Swiss companies have not waited for diplomacy to play out. Many sought to get ahead of higher tariffs by sending loads of goods to the United States earlier this year. In Switzerland's famous watch industry, for example, exports from March through May surged over 140 percent, according to Barclays.

Shares of Watches of Switzerland, a seller of high-end timepieces, tumbled on Friday over 7 percent, to their lowest level in years. A tariff rate of 39 percent would create "a significant headwind for the company," analysts at Barclays said. A spokesperson for Watches of Switzerland said it would "continue to work closely with our brand partners to mitigate any potential impact."

Swiss makers of expensive machine tools used by American manufacturers to construct parts for everything from cars, trains and airplanes were also bracing for a crunch. Swissmem, the association for the industry, found that only a quarter of its 1,400 members would be able to pass the previously threatened tariff of 31 percent onto their U.S. customers, said Jean-Philippe Kohl, the association's deputy director. No tally had been done of what a 39 percent rate would mean, mainly because such a lofty number hadn't crossed anyone's mind.

After the burst of exports to the United States this year, Swiss exports generally have slowed down, he added. "It's not only to the United States, but it is in general because this uncertainty about the future is now a global phenomenon, so we are seeing weaker demand from the European Union, China and beyond," he said. "This is a second impact of this tariff conflict we are in."

Segolene Le Stradic and Rebecca Robbins contributed reporting.
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Cambodia Agrees to a Reduced Tariff and Breathes a Sigh of Relief

Initially 49%, it was lowered to 19%, easing worries of a damaging hit to the country's garment and footwear production industries.

Cambodian businesses, including its busy garment and footwear industries, initially faced one of the highest U.S. tariff rates in the region.  Roman Knertser for The New York Times



By Sui-Lee Wee
Reporting from Phnom Penh, Cambodia


Aug 01, 2025 at 05:16 AM

The United States and Cambodia agreed on Friday to a trade deal that sets a 19 percent tariff on Cambodian goods, easing the concerns of a developing country that had been spooked for months by one of the steepest tariffs initially announced by the Trump administration.

Cambodia is a key manufacturer in the global garment and footwear industry, making apparel and sneakers for brands such as the Gap, Levi's and Nike. While much of the focus on the U.S. trade talks in Southeast Asia has been on bigger economies such as Vietnam and Indonesia, Cambodia was arguably facing the biggest hit from U.S. tariffs, more so than any other country in the region.

When President Trump announced his "Liberation Day" tariffs on April 2, Cambodia was hit with a 49 percent tariff, the highest of any nation in Southeast Asia. This was a big blow to a poor country that was heavily exposed to the United States, Cambodia's single largest export market. In 2024, U.S. exports made up around 37 percent of its total exports, and a whopping 25 percent of its gross domestic product.

The initial 49 percent tariff stunned the country's garment manufacturers and its million garment workers, who feared job losses and worsening labor conditions.

In an interview, the country's deputy prime minister, Sun Chanthol, said a 19 percent tariff meant that the United States had slashed the rate by 61 percent, which he says is the largest reduction in terms of percentage given to any country.

"I'm going to express our appreciation to President Trump and to the U.S.," said Mr. Sun Chanthol, who has led multiple rounds of negotiations with the United States.

The announcement on Friday came nearly a week after Mr. Trump had threatened to end talks with both Cambodia and Thailand if they did not agree to a cease-fire to stop one of the deadliest border clashes between the two nations in decades. Some in Cambodia are expressing gratitude toward Mr. Trump, believing that if he had not intervened the clashes would have continued.

The adjusted tariff was comparable to other countries in the region: Thailand also received a 19 percent tariff on Friday; Indonesia, 19 percent; and Vietnam, 20 percent. Because of that parity, Cambodia will have the ability to attract more foreign direct investment, maintain its existing investor base and encourage companies to expand their factories and create more jobs, Mr. Sun Chanthol added.

As part of the concessions, Mr. Sun Chanthol said, Cambodia has agreed to slash tariffs on American imports from a maximum of 35 percent to zero, and for its national flight carrier, Air Cambodia, to buy 10 Boeing 737 Max 8 planes, with the option to buy 10 more.

"That is important, because we have never acquired any Boeing aircraft, but this is the first time that we are doing so," he said. "Cambodia's purchasing power is not as big as other countries, but we are showing our commitment."

He said Cambodia would also crack down on the illegal transshipment of Chinese goods into Cambodia. He was referring to the practice of Chinese manufacturers that evade higher U.S. tariffs by shipping goods into countries like Cambodia and then sticking a "Made in Cambodia" label on them before they are sent to the United States.

"We will not play that game, we are committed to the U.S., and we will fight that very hard," Mr. Sun Chanthol said.

Cambodia, like Vietnam, was a big beneficiary of Mr. Trump's first trade war. After the United States imposed punishing tariffs on China in 2018, many manufacturers flocked to Cambodia, drawn by its low labor costs, proximity to China and attractive incentives for foreign investors. During Mr. Trump's first term, Cambodia's exports to the United States more than doubled, to over $5.3 billion.

The United States has also asked Cambodia to help combat online scam operations that target American citizens, Mr. Sun Chanthol said.

In June, Amnesty International accused the Cambodian government of deliberately ignoring a litany of human rights abuses including slavery, human trafficking, child labor and torture being carried out by criminal gangs on a vast scale in more than 50 scam compounds across the country. Cambodia has called the report exaggerated.

Mr. Sun Chanthol said Cambodia recognized the problem and had set up a high-level task force, headed by Prime Minister Hun Manet, to fight the operations. But experts have called previous crackdowns performative because several tycoons and officials tied to the ruling elite are linked to these operations, which are estimated to be a $19 billion to $29 billion industry.
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India Reels From the Shock of Trump's Onslaught

Russian oil poses just one problem. Business groups are flummoxed by the variety and vagueness of the American president's complaints.

Workers at the printed circuit board assembly line at Zetwerk Electronics near Bengaluru, India, in June. Personal electronics is one of India's biggest categories of exports to the United States. Saumya Khandelwal for The New York Times



By Alex Travelli
Reporting from New Delhi


Aug 01, 2025 at 02:58 PM

President Trump's new list of tariffs on half the world's countries sent the United States' trading partners scrambling to understand how their businesses will be affected. India got the bad news a day earlier -- its goods face a tariff of 25 percent or more -- but the extra time was hardly enough to adjust to the fresh chaos.

Indian negotiators had not expected to conclude a meaningful deal in time to meet Mr. Trump's revised deadline of Aug. 1. But they did expect to be treated as well as their neighbors, and to keep haggling with American officials until October or November, when Mr. Trump was invited to visit India as part of the Quad defense group, which brings together four big democracies -- India, the United States, Japan and Australia -- with a shared interest in standing up to China.

Instead, they were fed a heap of insults and injuries. Along with the 25 percent rate, one of the highest in Asia and only a point lower than what was threatened on Liberation Day in April, India was informed that its existing trade barriers are "strenuous and obnoxious"; it will be charged an untold penalty for buying Russian oil; it is a "dead economy." It's archrival, Pakistan, was praised and promised an oil-exploration deal.

Hurt feelings aside, the results are confusing. Two of the biggest categories of exports to the United States from India are personal electronics, worth about $14 billion a year, and pharmaceuticals, worth $10 billion. Rajesh Sharma, executive director of India Cellular and Electronics Association, said smartphones were exempted from these tariffs; so did executives at pharmaceutical companies. But on Friday, after reading the executive order, the Global Trade Research Initiative in New Delhi concluded the opposite.

India's stock markets dipped on the news for two days running. Indian and international banks wrote notices warning that the country's generally hard-charging economic growth is likely to slow measurably as a result of the tariffs.

Then there are the unknown tariffs. On July 6, Mr. Trump wrote that countries aligned with the BRICS group, of which India is a founding member, would incur an additional 10 percent penalty.  Then on July 14, he said that, if Russia didn't make peace with Ukraine within 50 days, he would punish its trading partners with "secondary tariffs" of 100 percent.

That figure is making Indians worry anew. Mr. Trump added "plus a penalty" to the 25 percent rate imposed on India, for buying Russian oil and weapons. Shashi Tharoor, a prominent member of the opposition, spoke to an Indian news agency about the possible impact. "There's even talk of a 100 percent penalty," he said, "which will destroy our trade with America."

There is evidence that Indian buyers of Russian oil were already pulling back before the executive order. "Indian refiners have reduced Russian crude purchases this week," said Sumit Ritolia, an analyst at Kpler, which tracks shipping and commodities. They were already "looking to further diversify, amid rising concerns over potential U.S. sanctions," having spent years taking advantage of discounted Russian oil to reduce their imports from the Persian Gulf.

Reducing the United States' trade deficit is one of the Trump administration's goals, so persuading India to buy more American oil and gas would make sense. Last year, India exported $45.7 billion more goods to the United States than it imported. It spent about three times as much importing oil. If a third of that were redirected to American sources, their bilateral trade would be evened out.

Mr. Trump's angry barrage of social media has complicated further negotiations. The breakdown of trust between Narendra Modi, India's prime minister, and whom he called his "true friend," Mr. Trump, is likely to make it harder to complete any deal, analysts say. Indian news outlets have reported that Mr. Trump wanted to iron out some outstanding issues, after four rounds of direct talks between the two sides, in a phone call with Mr. Modi. The Indian government was anxious to avoid any of his last-minute surprises.

The U.S. commerce secretary accused India of "slow-rolling" its trade negotiations. Indian officials and analysts say the friction is caused by a fundamental difference of approach. Mr. Trump has a penchant for quick, top-down deal-making. India's bureaucracy moves at a methodical pace, especially when it comes to opening up the agriculture market, which is politically sensitive. India's recently concluded trade deal with Britain took three years of talks, under two different British prime ministers.

On Friday, India's foreign ministry released a statement that put on a brave face. "India and the United States share a Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership," established in 2013 between President Barack Obama and the prime minister at the time, Manmohan Singh, "anchored in shared interests, democratic values and robust people-to-people ties." The ministry stuck to principles, revealing no plan for breaking through Mr. Trump's hard line.

"This partnership has weathered several transitions and challenges," the statement said. "We remain focused on the substantive agenda that our two countries have committed to and are confident that the relationship will continue to move forward."

Rebecca Elliott, Mujib Mashal and Hari Kumar contributed reporting.
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Corporation for Public Broadcasting Will Shut Down

The company is among the first casualties of a vote to strip roughly $500 million in federal funding from NPR, PBS and local stations across the country.

Representative Robert Garcia, a Democrat of California, referred to the character Elmo during a congressional hearing about funding for public broadcasting in March. Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin



Aug 01, 2025 at 07:36 PM

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting said Friday that it would shut down next year, effectively ending its half-century role as a backer of NPR, PBS, and local radio and TV stations across the United States.

The organization will continue to support public broadcasters through a transition period that will end in January, said Patricia Harrison, its president and chief executive, in a statement.

"Public media has been one of the most trusted institutions in American life, providing educational opportunity, emergency alerts, civil discourse, and cultural connection to every corner of the country," Ms. Harrison said. "We are deeply grateful to our partners across the system for their resilience, leadership, and unwavering dedication to serving the American people."

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting has been in the cross hairs of Republicans for decades. Conservative policy advocates, legislators and presidents argued persistently that the public shouldn't be responsible for financing media they perceived as having a liberal bias. But repeated attempts to defund public broadcasters failed, until this year.

Congress voted last month to claw back more than $500 million of the organization's annual funding in a narrow vote that played out along party lines. That forced the corporation into a cash crunch.

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting is among the first casualties of the claw back, which puts public radio and TV stations across the United States at risk of going dark. Scores of stations rely on government financing to fund their operations, especially those in rural areas. That has prompted public media advocates to raise concerns that listeners and viewers in those areas will be without access to news, cultural programming and potentially lifesaving emergency alerts.

PBS, NPR and some of the most popular programs associated with public broadcasting, such as "Sesame Street" and "All Things Considered," will survive without the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. NPR and PBS get a relatively small portion of their annual budget from the corporation, and children's TV programs like "Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood" are produced independently of those organizations. 

Still, the cutbacks could affect the availability of those shows, particularly in pockets of the country without widespread access to broadband internet and mobile data. In some cases, the budgets of the shows have also been reduced; earlier this year, the Department of Education ended a $23 million grant that funded children's educational programs and games.

Both PBS and NPR lamented the end of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. In its statement, PBS said it was committed to "maintaining our service to the American people for years to come." Katherine Maher, the chief executive of NPR, said in a statement that the corporation's closure "represents the loss of a major institution and decades of knowledge and expertise."

The company said it had informed employees that it will eliminate the bulk of staff positions at the end of September. After that, a small contingent of employees will stay on through January to wind it down.

Those employees will focus on making the corporation's last distributions, resolving its financial obligations and sorting out the long-term fate of rights and royalties for music played on public media stations across the United States.

Ms. Harrison said in a statement that the corporation was being shut down despite the "extraordinary efforts" of millions of Americans who "called, wrote and petitioned Congress to preserve federal funding" for the company.

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting was created in 1967 by the passage of the Public Broadcasting Act, part of an ambitious domestic policy agenda labeled "the Great Society" by President Lyndon Johnson. Congress was responding, in part, to the growing popularity of commercial television, which had been derided by Newton Minow, the former chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, as a "vast wasteland."

It has been a tumultuous few months for the organization. In April, the company sued President Trump for his attempt to fire three members of its board of directors, which it called unconstitutional. The organization also pushed back against an executive order that tried to defund NPR and PBS, arguing that it was not a federal executive agency subject to White House authority.

Ultimately, however, it was Congress that delivered the deathblow. 

Now, public broadcasters are turning to foundation funders, philanthropists and local donors to help resolve the coming cash crunch. Local stations across the United States have seen an outpouring of financial relief, with members in their areas turning out in droves to support their favorite programs.

Experts say that those donations by themselves will not be sufficient to offset the elimination in government funding, however, and that a broader overhaul of the public broadcasting system is needed.
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Quote of the Day: Bangladeshis in N.Y.P.D. Grieve for a Colleague

Aug 02, 2025 at 05:01 AM

"He died in the line of defense. That's a very honorable death."

HOSSAIN MOHD, on his fellow Bangladeshi Didarul Islam, a New York City police officer who was killed on Monday by a gunman on Park Avenue. At least 1,000 of the department's 34,000 officers belong to the Bangladeshi American Police Association. Joining the force is a source of pride for Bangladeshis.
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Corrections: Aug. 2, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Saturday, Aug. 2, 2025.

Aug 02, 2025 at 05:00 AM

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Thursday about Canada's measles outbreak misstated which officials were urging the Alberta provincial leader to declare a public health emergency. They were public health experts, not provincial officials.

An article on Friday about the powerful earthquake that struck off the coast of Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula early Wednesday misstated the energy difference between earthquake magnitudes. A magnitude 9 quake has about three times as much energy as magnitude 8.7, not 10 times as much. It has about twice as much energy as magnitude 8.8, not three times as much.

ARTS

A dance review on Thursday about Noche Flamenca's "Legacy of Our Dreams" misstated the end date of the company's performances at the Joyce Theater. The show runs through Aug. 10, not this Sunday.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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