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Courts & Law
Supreme Court signals it may rule on law protecting power of minority voters
The justices asked opposing parties in a battle over a Louisiana voting map to submit briefs addressing the matter. 

The Supreme Court building in Washington. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-08-02
The Supreme Court has signaled that it may rule on the constitutionality of a key section of the landmark Voting Rights Act that allows states to draw majority-minority voting districts mainly to protect the power of Black and Hispanic voters.
The justices on Friday evening asked opposing parties in a battle over a Louisiana voting map to submit briefs addressing whether the state's creation of a second Black majority congressional district violated constitutional provisions that require all people to be treated equally. The district covers areas stretching from Shreveport to Baton Rouge.
"The stakes here are enormous," Rick Hasen, a law professor at UCLA and an expert on election law, wrote on his blog.
Black voters and civil rights groups sued Louisiana in 2022 under the Voting Rights Act, saying the state's then new congressional map diluted their voting power. One of six congressional districts consisted of a majority-minority population in a state where roughly a third of voters are Black. That district covers New Orleans and parts of Baton Rouge.
The Voting Rights Act allows states in some circumstances to consider race in drawing districts as a means to redress discriminatory electoral practices, but maps that are explicitly based on race violate the 14th Amendment's Equal Protection Clause. States must carefully thread those competing directives.
Federal courts ruled for the plaintiffs in the Louisiana case, and the state redrew the map in 2024, creating the second majority-Black congressional district. A group of self-described "non-African American" voters then sued, claiming the map was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander that violated the Equal Protection Clause.
The case made its way to the Supreme Court last term, but the justices put off a decision to allow for additional briefing. The order issued on Friday clarified the court  wanted to explore race-based redistricting  more fully. The court is likely to decide the case during its next term, which begins in October.
Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, which is one of the cornerstones of civil rights era law, prohibits racial discrimination in voting practices. States have long drawn majority-minority districts to meet its provisions and protect minority voters against gerrymandered maps that diminish their power.
"What the Court seems to be asking, without directly saying it, is whether Section 2 of the VRA, at least as to how it has been applied to require the creation of majority-minority districts in some circumstances, violates a colorblind understanding of the Constitution," Hasen wrote.
A broad ruling by the court striking down the second Black majority district in Louisiana could pare back the use of race-based redistricting. The case could also affect the balance of power in a closely divided Congress. Currently, the newly created second majority Black district is held by a Democrat.
In 2013, a divided Supreme Court invalidated another important part of the Voting Rights Act, which required certain mostly Southern states with a history of discriminatory voting practices to get federal clearance before changing voting rules. The states included Louisiana.
In 2023, the high court prohibited Alabama from using a voting map that the justices found unlawfully diminished the power of Black voters.
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Politics
A timeline of how the Epstein controversy became a headache for Trump
Here's how Donald Trump's position on Jeffrey Epstein has changed over the year, and how the fallout over the Epstein files poses a particular challenge for him.

Virginia Giuffre, center, who accused Epstein of trafficking her, holds a news conference outside a Manhattan court in New York in 2019. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


By Victoria Bisset, Dylan Wells | 2025-08-02
The case of deceased convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein has made headlines -- and been a preoccupation of right-wing pundits and conspiracy theorists -- for years.
But the scandal is now posing a fresh headache for President Donald Trump as he faces continued fallout from his administration's decision not to release the Epstein files, despite indicating he would do so during his campaign.
Here's what to know about Trump's relationship with Epstein, what he has said about the disgraced financier and his death in 2019, and how the latest controversy has become a particular challenge for his administration.
Trump and Epstein's friendship dates back to the late 1980s, when they were neighbors in Florida. Epstein was known to cultivate powerful and famous people as friends, and, as The Washington Post has previously reported, there is no public evidence of inappropriate behavior by Trump related to Epstein.
Over the years, the two men often appeared in public together, and were filmed partying with National Football League cheerleaders and pictured at a Victoria's Secret party in 1997. Trump, like many other prominent individuals, also flew on Epstein's jet on multiple occasions, and Epstein's "little black book" contained over a dozen phone numbers for Trump and his inner circle.
"I've known Jeff for 15 years," Trump said in a 2002 interview with New York Magazine. "Terrific guy. He's a lot of fun to be with. It is even said that he likes beautiful women as much as I do, and many of them are on the younger side."
Epstein accuser Virginia Giuffre, who died by suicide earlier this year, said she was 17 and working at Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club when she was recruited.
She testified in a 2016 deposition that she did not "think Donald Trump participated in anything" but said he had been at Epstein's house, where, she said, there were images on the walls of "young girls doing things to each other that would be considered child pornography. If you walked foot into Jeffrey Epstein's house and you went in there and you continued to be an acquaintance of his then you would have to know what was going on there."
Public sightings of Trump and Epstein together had ended by 2004, with The Post later reporting that the rupture was caused by a real estate deal that year, as both men fought to buy an oceanfront property in Palm Beach, Florida, which Trump went on to win.

A property built on the site of Epstein's former home in Palm Beach is seen via drone Saturday. (Marco Bello/Reuters)


The Epstein scandal had not broken at that point. Less than two weeks after the auction, police were told that young women had been seen coming and going from Epstein's home.
While Trump later sought to distance himself from Epstein, Epstein's brother told The Post in 2019 that the men had been "good friends."
Epstein was first arrested in 2006 and convicted on state charges of soliciting prostitution in 2008, following a secret plea deal with federal prosecutors -- led by Trump's future labor secretary Alex Acosta -- that shielded him from prosecution from far more serious federal charges of molesting young girls. He was released the following year.
A decade later, in July 2019, Epstein was arrested again -- this time on suspicion of sex-trafficking underage girls.

Jeffrey Epstein is seen in a 2017 photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry. (New York State Sex Offender Registry/AP)


Trump, then in his first term as president, said he knew Epstein "like everybody in Palm Beach knew him.
"I mean, people in Palm Beach knew him," he added. "He was a fixture in Palm Beach. I had a falling-out with him a long time ago. I don't think I've spoken to him for 15 years. I wasn't a fan."
The following month, Epstein was found dead in his jail cell, his death later ruled a suicide.
In the days following Epstein's death, the president retweeted a baseless conspiracy theory suggesting that the disgraced billionaire's death was linked to former president Bill Clinton. He separately demanded a "full investigation" into Epstein's death and raised questions about Clinton's ties to Epstein, while saying he had "no idea" whether the death was linked to Clinton.
"Epstein had an island that was not a good place, as I understand it," Trump said. "And I was never there. So you have to ask: Did Bill Clinton go to the island?"

Former president Bill Clinton takes the stage on the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Trump continued to cast doubt on the cause of Epstein's death, even after the New York medical examiner ruled his death was a suicide. In a 2020 interview with Axios on HBO, Trump said that Epstein "was either killed or committed suicide in jail" -- though in a 2023 interview with Tucker Carlson he said that while it was "possible" he had been killed, he thought he "probably committed suicide."
Separately, Trump also sparked controversy by saying he knew Epstein's longtime associate Ghislaine Maxwell and wished her well, following her 2020 arrest for her role in recruiting the girls and young women Epstein abused. (She was sentenced to 20 years in prison in 2022.)
During the last year's presidential race, Trump indicated he would be willing to release files about the Epstein case, including names and documents.
In an interview with "Fox & Friends" in June 2024, when asked about declassifying the Epstein files, Trump responded: "Yeah, yeah, I would. I guess I would. I think that less so, because you don't know -- you don't want to affect people's lives if there's phony stuff in there, because there's a lot of phony stuff in that whole world."
Three months later, Trump told podcast host Lex Fridman that "a lot of big people" went to Epstein's private island and said it was "very interesting" that the list of those names had not been made public. He added that he would "certainly take a look" at releasing the Epstein files, adding: "Yeah, I'd be inclined to do the Epstein. I'd have no problem with it."
Members of Trump's team also stressed the importance of releasing further information about the Epstein case, including JD Vance, who said in October: "Seriously, we need to release the Epstein list. That is an important thing."

Attorney General Pam Bondi walks out to do an interview with Fox News in Washington on Feb. 21. (Andrew Thomas/AP)


After Trump took office, administration officials suggested they would work to release more information from the files. Those officials included FBI Director Kash Patel, counselor Alina Habba and Elon Musk, then the head of the U.S. DOGE Service.
In February, Bondi told Fox News that the Epstein client list was "sitting on my desk right now." She reiterated that the list was on her desk days later. (The Justice Department later contended her comments were misconstrued.)
Later in February, Bondi released hundreds of pages of documents tied to the investigation in what the Justice Department called a "first phase" -- many of which were already publicly available -- and blamed FBI agents in New York for not sharing more. She told Patel in a letter that she was told by "a source" that agents were potentially withholding thousands of pages of documents and demanded the FBI hand over "the full and complete Epstein files," but the additional documents were not released.
The first pass at the information at the time was given to a group of conservative influencers, who lamented that more documents were not provided.
In May, Bondi told reporters that "there are tens of thousands of videos of Epstein with children or child porn" and said the FBI was going through them.

Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard appears in the briefing room at the White House in Washington on July 23. (Shawn Thew/EPA/Shutterstock)


In early July, the Justice Department said that Epstein did not maintain a "client list," seemingly contradicting Bondi's previous comments.
The same month, Trump sought to defend Bondi amid growing anger from MAGA-aligned influencers over the administration's handling of the case. "What's going on with my 'boys' and, in some cases, 'gals?'" Trump wrote on Truth Social. "They're all going after Attorney General Pam Bondi, who is doing a FANTASTIC JOB! We're on one Team, MAGA, and I don't like what's happening."
Trump continued to question members of his base who have pushed for more information on the Epstein files, posting on July 16 that "my PAST supporters have bought into this 'bullshit,' hook, line, and sinker."
Speaking to reporters the same day, Trump said, "It's all been a hoax that's perpetrated by the Democrats. And some stupid Republicans and foolish Republicans fall into the net." 
"He's [been] dead for a long time. ... I don't understand what the interest or what the fascination is. I really don't, and the credible information has been given," Trump said separately, describing the case as "sordid" but "boring."
Over the following weeks, further details emerged about Trump's relationship with Epstein. On July 17, the Wall Street Journal reported that the president contributed a drawing of a naked woman as part of a "bawdy" birthday gift for Epstein in 2003. The president denied the report, according to the paper, saying: "I never wrote a picture in my life" -- despite at least four of his sketches being auctioned off during his first term.
Trump responded by filing a defamation lawsuit against the Journal and its owners, including Rupert Murdoch, a longtime adviser and pivotal media ally whose family trust controls the Journal's parent company and that of its corporate sibling, Fox News. The White House also barred Journal reporters from the press pool covering the president's trip to Scotland.
The same day that the Journal's report was published, Trump said he had asked Bondi "to produce any and all pertinent Grand Jury testimony, subject to Court approval," in a post on Truth Social, adding: "This SCAM, perpetuated by the Democrats, should end, right now!"
In the following days, the administration unleashed apparent attempts to distract attention from the Epstein saga. Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, released thousands of files on the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination and accused former president Barack Obama and his national security team of planning a "treasonous conspiracy" against Trump. Obama's office called the allegations a "distraction."
On July 23, a judge in Florida denied the Justice Department's request to unseal transcripts from Florida grand juries that investigated Epstein in 2005 and 2007, saying she was legally barred from doing so.
Also that day, a House subcommittee voted to subpoena the administration for the Epstein files, with three Republicans supporting the measure. Then, later that day, the House adjourned early for its summer recess as Republican leaders struggled to assuage a group of angry lawmakers seeking the release of the files.
And the Journal reported on July 23 that the Justice Department had told Trump in May that his name appeared multiple times in the Epstein documents. The White House denied the reporting.
In late July, further questions emerged over Trump's relationship with Epstein and how it ended, after Trump said Epstein had poached staff from him.
White House communications director Steven Cheung initially said in a statement that "the President kicked Epstein out of Mar-a-Lago decades ago for being a creep." But Trump's own explanation for the rift was markedly different.
"For years, I wouldn't talk to Jeffrey Epstein," he told reporters on July 28, adding that Epstein "did something inappropriate" and "stole people from me." The following day, he said that Epstein had poached young female spa workers and that Giuffre, one of Epstein's best-known accusers, was among them.
As the focus on the case continued unabated, Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche, who was Trump's criminal defense lawyer, traveled to Florida in late July for two days of interviews with Epstein's convicted former associate, Ghislaine Maxwell, whom members of Congress are expected to interview in August.
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Politics
Republican war hawks find momentum, a trust-but-verify moment with Trump
Led by the former GOP leader, Sen. Mitch McConnell, traditional Republicans see some optimism that their world view has gained ground in recent months. 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) notched a victory this week as all 15 Republicans and most Democrats on the Senate Appropriations Committee voted for a defense budget framework that exceeded the White House's request for funding. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-08-02
Over the past couple of weeks, some traditional Republican hawks have begun to talk about the world as if it were 2015 again.
They are plussing up the Pentagon's budgets, mocking Democrats for being soft on national security and praising GOP leaders for approving assertive military strikes overseas.
On Wednesday, Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) bitterly recalled "the sort of sanctimonious condemnation a certain former colleague of mine" dumped on Mitt Romney for labeling Russia as America's No. 1 adversary, declining to even cite President Barack Obama by name from a 2012 presidential debate.
The former Senate GOP leader, at an event hosted by the institute named for the late Arizona senator, reveled in John McCain's "clear-eyed" assessment early in Vladimir Putin's reign in Russia.
On Thursday, McConnell got unanimous support from all 15 Republicans on the Appropriations Committee -- and most Democrats -- for a defense budget framework that would spend well in excess of what their House counterparts offered and more than President Donald Trump requested in his budget.
On Friday, he took a victory lap in a Washington Post op-ed that delivered a warning to some Trump allies who want to pull America back from a leading global role.
"If our colleagues and the administration are serious about defeating tomorrow's threats, then we must start investing in our common defense today," McConnell wrote, along with Sen. Chris Coons (Delaware), his Democratic counterpart on the defense subcommittee.
It's far too early for these traditional military hawks to declare a total victory in what has become a civil war inside the Republican Party over America's role abroad. Just a few months ago, Trump and Vice President JD Vance hectored Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky out of the Oval Office two weeks after Vance's confrontational speech at a European security conference in which he demanded the allies spend more on their own security needs.
The House Appropriations Committee drew a Pentagon budget that is essentially flat compared with this year's. Given inflation, that makes it akin to a funding cut. And a month ago, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and his aides briefly halted weapons shipments to Ukraine.
Trump overruled that decision five days later and set the stage for the hawks to be more aggressive on Capitol Hill. They also praised Trump's decision to order strikes on Iran's nuclear facilities.
After several years of battling, in public and in private, with Trump and his allies about national security, McConnell used the McCain Institute speech to deliver carefully worded critiques and compliments for the new administration's security decisions.
He avoided directly criticizing Trump and instead pointed toward the president's aides as the problem. "There are those, not only at the Defense Department but at the White House, who are trying to convince the president we ought to do less, not more," McConnell said. "I think just the opposite is the case. And let's hope the president continues to move in the direction he has the last couple of weeks."
But at the top of his speech, McConnell could not resist talking about how much he vehemently opposes the president's trade agenda, from the up-and-down tariffs to the overall branding, comparing it to mistakes made in the run-up to the Great Depression and World War II.
"The launching of the tariff wars is not brand new. It happened in the '30s. The slogan 'America First' is not brand new; that happened in the '30s as well," he said Wednesday.
Senate Majority Whip John Barrasso (R-Wyoming) ducked a question about whether the hawks had regained their momentum in the last few weeks, instead focusing on how three Democrats voted against the Pentagon bill in committee.
"The three Democrat true obstructionists who were voting against anything because the Republicans are promoting it and the president supports it," Barrasso said.
Before Trump won his 2016 campaign, Barrasso's worldview resulted from being a frequent traveling partner with McCain on legendary congressional delegation travel in which they preached the peace-through-strength ethos that President Ronald Reagan touted in the 1980s.
But he has also clung tightly to the MAGA world rhetoric as Wyoming became the most Trump-loving state in the union, giving him a 46-point margin of victory last year, the largest.
For now, traditional Republicans are embracing the Reagan approach to the Soviet Union during nuclear talks -- trust, but verify -- when it comes to Trump's apparent shift to the right on national security. They want to nudge him toward their views but don't want to be too boastful because Trump has demonstrated his ability to change course at a moment's notice.
Democrats are struggling with how best to approach these foreign policy shifts, for now finding allies where they can, like McConnell.
"We worked very well together to craft a balanced, robust investment in America's defense," Coons said Wednesday.
Those two represent the heirs to the Senate's two big national security intellects of 20 years: McCain and Joe Biden.
McConnell, who clashed with McCain on many things, always listened to his foreign policy suggestions, particularly when he served atop the Senate Armed Services Committee. And Coons, who holds Biden's old Senate seat, could take over in 2027 as the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, a perch Biden held for more than a decade before becoming vice president in 2009.
Those committees have a different global outlook -- Armed Services focused on military hard power vs. Foreign Relations' diplomatic soft power -- and McCain and Biden clashed vigorously as senators despite a deep friendship.
But in an era where Trump and some of his closest advisers talk about retreating from the world, McConnell and Coons worked closely together to push a Senate version of Pentagon funding that promotes America's military footprint around the globe.
Their common enemies are people like Russell Vought and Tulsi Gabbard, Trump's budget director and head of national intelligence, respectively. Vought has advocated a more party-line approach to the traditionally bipartisan process used to pass government funding bills, and he has been comfortable operating by a so-called continuing resolution in which new budgets aren't enacted and instead agencies work off the previous year's allotments.
"There's a real tension between OMB director Vought and his intention or desire to have a less bipartisan appropriations process, and Senator McConnell and I," Coons said.
"I think it's a bad bet," Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vermont), one of the most liberal senators, said as a caution against believing Trump will support Ukraine in the long term.
Welch attended McConnell's speech at the McCain Institute event out of respect for his support for Ukraine, having heard many of the GOP leader's speeches the previous two years about the issue when, as a freshman, Welch had to serve as the interim presiding officer.
"He has been a leader on the issue," Welch said of McConnell.
McConnell is trying to isolate people like Gabbard and some of Hegseth's senior aides on critical national security matters, advisers whom he has taken to calling "restrainers" of Trump.
At the McCain event Wednesday, he said the best spokesman for the Reagan world view is now Putin, whose vicious bombing campaigns in Ukraine have undercut hopes that he would agree to a ceasefire in talks with Trump.
McConnell, Welch and others suggest that Trump has finally realized that the Russian president has a negotiating style that strings along talks to no real end.
That's the biggest reason for Trump's shift, giving the hawks an opening to push a forceful approach akin to Reagan, whose more-than-20-point victory in Kentucky in 1984 provided the coattails for a young McConnell to pull off an upset victory.
"I haven't given up hope that this administration will become more like the one that was in power when I came here," he said.
That's quite a turnaround for someone who called Trump "morally responsible" for the Capitol attack, suggesting he could be held criminally liable even though he voted to acquit him of impeachment charges. He then spent almost four years largely avoiding discussing Trump's bid to reclaim the presidency.
On Friday, McConnell's office posted on social media a picture from two weeks ago of the senator patting Trump on the shoulder and smiling at an event celebrating passage of his signature tax and immigration legislation.
"Great to be at the White House with President Trump discussing strategy," McConnell wrote on X.
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Politics
Trump fires official over jobs report; moves submarines as warning to Russia
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Pete Marovich/For The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Maeve Reston, Karen DeYoung, Noah Robertson, Amanda Coletta, Cat Zakrzewski, Kadia  Goba, Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck, Frances Vinall, Andrew Ackerman, Marianne LeVine, Scott Nover, Anna Liss-Roy, Susan Svrluga, Theodoric Meyer, Douglas MacMillan, Aaron Schaffer, Janay Kingsberry, Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Hannah Knowles, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Hannah Natanson, Jacob Bogage, Rachel Roubein, Daniel Gilbert, Natalie Allison, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Karishma Mehrotra, Adam Taylor, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, David J. Lynch, Andrew Jeong, Rachel Lerman | 2025-08-01
President Donald Trump fired an official in charge of compiling basic statistics about the U.S. economy on Friday after revised data showed higher unemployment in May and June, falsely claiming the numbers were "faked." He also ordered two nuclear submarines to be positioned "in the appropriate regions" after former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev reminded the United States that Moscow still has nuclear strike capabilities. Trump said in a social media post that he sent the submarines "just in case these foolish and inflammatory statements are more than just that." The president had no public events scheduled Friday as he headed to his golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey, for the weekend.
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National Security
Sanctions bill targets China for enabling Putin's war in Ukraine
The bipartisan legislation was introduced as tensions soared between Washington and Moscow, which has spurned President Donald Trump's bid to end the Ukraine war.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin at a meeting in Moscow in May. (Pavel Bednyakov/AP)


By Noah Robertson | 2025-08-02
Bipartisan legislation introduced in the Senate on Friday would force the Trump administration to impose economic penalties on China for supporting Russia's war machine, targeting Moscow's most important sponsor as the president intensifies efforts to end the war in Ukraine.
The bill introduced by Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-New Hampshire) and John Cornyn (R-Texas) would require the administration to target Chinese "entities and individuals" that have helped sustain the Russian defense industry despite enormous battlefield losses and widespread Western sanctions imposed since the start of the war.
"To finally bring Putin to the negotiating table and end this war, the United States must hold Chinese companies, CEOs, and banks accountable for this activity," Shaheen, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee's top Democrat, said in a statement singling out the Russian president, Vladimir Putin.
The bill is among the efforts by Ukraine's supporters in Congress seeking to take advantage of President Donald Trump's recent pivot away from Moscow, where the Russian leader has spurned his efforts to broker a peace deal. Trump has grown increasingly frustrated with Putin and on Tuesday set a 10-day deadline for the Kremlin to stop the fighting, warning that a failure to comply would invite punishing new sanctions.
On Friday, Trump said on social media that he had directed the Pentagon to dispatch two nuclear submarines to "the appropriate regions." The president's Truth Social post was aimed at Dmitry Medvedev, the deputy chair of Russia's security council, who has ridiculed Trump's ultimatum.
In a statement, the White House said: "The Constitution vests the president with the authority to conduct diplomacy with foreign nations. Any sanction package must provide complete flexibility for the president to continue to pursue his desired foreign policy."
The Chinese Embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Neither did the Russian Embassy.
While courting Putin earlier this year, Trump complained publicly about Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, while baselessly accusing the government in Kyiv of perpetuating the war. The president's change in tone has provided cover for Republican defense hawks, such as Cornyn, to push more aggressively against Russia.
"By imposing sanctions on Chinese companies and individuals who advance Putin's aggression, this legislation would deliver a significant blow to bad actors in Beijing and Moscow alike and bring us one step closer to President Trump's goal of ending the war in Ukraine," Cornyn said in a separate statement.

Sens. Jeanne Shaheen (D-New Hampshire) and John Cornyn (R-Texas). (Bloomberg/Bloomberg via Getty Images)


China has been one of Russia's closest backers in the conflict following a summit between the two countries' leaders, who promised a "no limits" partnership shortly before the Kremlin launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine three years ago. Chinese firms have supplied an estimated 70 percent of the equipment Russia has needed to refill its supply of missiles, drones and other munitions throughout the war, said a Democratic congressional aide, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe the sensitive matter.
China has avoided sending direct lethal support, in part out of concern that the U.S. and its allies would impose financial penalties on Beijing, the aide said. Still, in July, the European Commission levied its first sanctions on Chinese firms "for supplying goods used on the battlefield."
North Korea and Iran also have come to Putin's aid, allowing the Russian military to replenish its substantial combat losses.
While unlikely to pass, the bill presents a more tailored option next to a severe sanctions package on Russia introduced by Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut). That bill, which has 84 co-sponsors, would impose 500 percent tariffs on countries that continue to buy Russian uranium and gas, all but cleaving them from the U.S. economy.
The legislation introduced Friday would also direct the administration to work with U.S. allies on further sanctions to limit China's support for Russia and to assess whether to target Chinese defense firms.
While the Trump administration has made concessions to China while negotiating a trade deal and a potential summit between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent told reporters he raised the issue of Beijing's support for Russia's war in trade talks this week.
"The Chinese take their sovereignty very seriously," Bessent said. "We don't want to impede on their sovereignty, so if they'd like to pay a 100 percent tariff, pay it," he said of the possible penalty.
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Politics
Blue-state Democrats face hurdles countering Texas GOP's new election map
Democratic leaders in California, Illinois and New York are exploring retaliatory measures to offset the creation of more safe red seats. Moving as swiftly as their GOP counterparts will be hard.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), accompanied by several members of the Texas legislature, calls for a new way for California to redraw its voting districts during a news conference last week in Sacramento. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


By Patrick Marley, Maeve Reston, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2025-08-01
As Texas Republicans prepare to redraw their state's congressional districts to gain five House seats and protect their narrow majority in the midterm elections, Democrats in some of the country's bluest states are preparing to retaliate. But they are facing legal hurdles and some political risks for a gambit that could be challenging to pull off quickly, according to lawmakers and redistricting experts.
At the urging of President Donald Trump, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) and Republican state lawmakers are trying to enact a new map this month. Although they can quickly carve up their districts because they have full control of the state legislature and lax redistricting rules, Democrats in other states don't have it as easy as they explore how to respond. That's in part because of commissions some states have put in place to make map drawing less political.
In California, Democrats are likely to need permission from voters before they can establish new lines. In New York, they may not be able to establish new districts until after next year's midterms because the process for amending the state constitution is so drawn out. And in Illinois, lawmakers can act right away, but the impact could be limited because they have already tilted many of the state's districts in their favor.
While Democrats face more obstacles than their GOP counterparts, they are moving faster than many expected, said California redistricting expert Paul Mitchell. "The way that what Texas is doing has motivated action so far has been pretty shocking," he said.
Democrats could also face questions about their stark shift in tone after many of them once argued that states should use fairer processes for drawing congressional districts that reflect their demography and political leanings.
"In Texas, conservatives press their thumb so hard on the scale that it feels impossible to overcome," said Emily French, the policy director for Common Cause Texas, a voting rights group that supports nonpartisan redistricting. "Maybe a quick fix would be to have Democrats press their thumbs on their own scales, but then it's just rigged elections across America."

Texas state Rep. Jolanda Jones (D) looks through congressional district maps during a redistricting hearing at the Texas Capitol on July 24 in Austin. (Eric Gay/AP)


Ordinarily, states draw new congressional districts once a decade to account for population changes detected by the census. How those lines are drawn greatly influences which party has an advantage. Republicans hold a 219-212 House majority with four vacancies, giving them little margin for error in what could be a challenging midterm landscape.
All states must abide by the Constitution and the Voting Rights Act when they draw maps, but other rules differ by state. Some let lawmakers devise the lines. Others use commissions that create more competitive districts. Often, courts are called on to review the districts, and they sometimes order major changes to the maps.
Texas Rep. Cody Vasut (R), the chairman of a committee considering the redistricting plan, said a schedule had not been finalized but he expects the Texas House to vote on the bill on Tuesday. From there it would go to the state Senate. Democrats and voting rights groups have threatened to sue if Texas adopts new maps, but redistricting litigation often takes years to work its way through the courts.
Matching Republicans' moves district-for-district will be difficult for Democrats, in large part because several key states have implemented nonpartisan processes for drawing maps. California, New York and six other states have set up independent redistricting commissions, limiting Democrats' ability to draw political lines as they see fit.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has said he supports his state's commission, which drew some of the most competitive congressional districts in the country after the last census. But he said during a news conference Thursday that he favors having the Democratic-controlled legislature draw new maps and then asking voters to approve them through a ballot measure, most likely in November. Democrats now hold 43 of the state's 52 U.S. House seats.
"We're reacting to the president of the United States and Governor Abbott trying to rig the election," Newsom said.
He added: "I'm not going to sit back any longer in a position -- the fetal position, in a position of weakness -- when in fact, California could demonstrably advance strength."
Newsom and his allies have also explored having legislators draw new maps without getting voter approval, but that plan risked more legal challenges because of past ballot measures requiring nonpartisan redistricting.
On Thursday, Newsom said he wants voters to have time to review the maps and decide on them through a transparent process -- and he said the new maps would only be in effect through 2030. At that point, the independent commission would resume drawing maps following the census.
House Democrats from California largely agree with redrawing the lines if Texas carries out its plan, but some vulnerable Democrats are hesitant, they said, because they worry about what voters will think of such an unprecedented move. Still, others saw no other option.
"Think of us as the 'Inglourious Basterds' of the House Democrats. We will do anything to win this," Rep. Jimmy Gomez (D-California) said, referring to the Quentin Tarantino film. "Trump has fundamentally changed the rules of political engagement in this country. If they attack, you attack back."
Like California, New York has a provision in its constitution that requires an independent commission to draw fair lines. State Rep. Micah Lasher (D) has proposed amending the state constitution to allow lawmakers to draw new lines if Texas or another state engages in mid-decade redistricting. The soonest the measure could go into effect is 2027 -- after the midterm elections.
"Our message is, if it were up to New York, everybody would be playing by one fair set of rules," Lasher said. "But we're not going to be suckers."

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) shown on Feb. 20, has said she might favor redrawing New York's congressional districts. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) has denounced Texas Republicans for redrawing their maps but said she would consider doing the same if they act. "All's fair in love and war," she said at a recent event.
In Illinois, Gov. JB Pritzker (D) can act faster because elected officials control the map-drawing process. But there are few opportunities to improve Democrats' prospects there because they already hold 14 of the state's 17 U.S. congressional seats.
"If they force us, we've got to put everything on the table," Pritzker said in a recent podcast appearance.
Democrats must weigh whether such moves could backfire politically.
"If Democrats' new mantra is, 'If they go low, we go lower,' all that's going to do is suppress turnout," said Max Fose, a Republican political consultant who worked with Sens. John McCain (R-Arizona) and Kyrsten Sinema (I-Arizona).
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) visited Austin this week to strategize with Democrats in the state legislature and the state's Democratic delegation. He and Rep. Greg Casar (D-Texas), whose district is being targeted by Republicans, left open the possibility that Democratic state lawmakers would flee Texas, denying Republicans the quorum they need to pass their maps.
"Texas Democrats are ready to show the country what a real fight looks like," Casar said at a news conference with Jeffries and other Democrats.

Texas state Rep. Aicha Davis (D), left, hugs Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (D-Texas) after House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), third from left, spoke against Texas redistricting efforts in Austin on Thursday. (Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman/AP)


Democrats left the state in 2003 over a redistricting plan and 2021 over voting legislation, but Republicans were able to pass the measures when one of them returned. Democrats this year could try to stay away until the special legislative session expires on Aug. 19, but Abbott could immediately call 30-day special sessions until they came back. Democrats risk arrest and fines of $500 a day if they leave.
Ohio Republicans are preparing to launch their own redistricting effort. Under Ohio's constitution, state officials are required to draw new maps before the midterms because the current maps were approved without the support of any Democrats. Republicans control the map-drawing process and have a chance to add two more GOP-leaning seats.
Republicans in other states could also seek to establish new maps before the 2026 elections if Democrats elsewhere take a tit-for-tat approach.
Voting rights advocate Tayhlor Coleman launched a bid for a U.S. House seat in Texas in May as a Democrat but is now in a holding pattern as Republicans consider rearranging congressional districts. Coleman, who spent years driving a van around Texas to register voters, said she was put off by some Democrats' responses to the GOP efforts.
"I'll be honest," she said, "the sort of immediate and national swing to convincing blue states that the answer to this is a race to the bottom -- to gerrymander Republicans out of your seats -- it is disheartening to watch."
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Opinions
Firing the statistician won't change the job numbers
Firing the Bureau of Labor Statistics commissioner won't improve the U.S. economy.

President Donald Trump speaks about the U.S. jobs market from the Oval Office on March 7. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post) 


By Megan McArdle | 2025-08-02
Here's a life hack for readers who are trying to lose weight and are discouraged by the numbers on the scale: Take a hammer to the thing. If that seems too destructive, donate it to the Salvation Army and, if you must keep a scale in the house, buy a new model that tops out at 150 pounds.
The secret behind this hack is psychology. It's hard to eat less than your body wants, which is why people who try to lose weight often fail and feel miserable. But if no working scale is available, you can't fail: Eat as much as you like; the numbers will never climb.
Sound crazy? It is. But the president has just used a version of this trick to deal with a sagging American jobs market.
For months, commentators have been asking why tariffs aren't weighing on the economy more heavily. Importers -- including many manufacturers -- have been worried that they will. But the headline jobs and gross domestic product data have looked pretty good. Then came Friday's jobs report.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics, a unit of the Labor Department, revised its estimates for May and June payrolls sharply downward, by more than 250,000 jobs, and estimated that the economy added only 73,000 jobs in July, well below analysts' expectations. Virtually all these new jobs came from health care and social services. The numbers contain no sign of the manufacturing boom that President Donald Trump has promised.
This is not the sort of jobs report any president wants to see; it's the kind that portends falling approval ratings and party losses at the next election. So Trump took immediate, decisive action: He hopped on Truth Social and announced that he would fire Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
This move was so boneheaded, William Beach, who served as bureau commissioner during the first Trump administration, called it "totally groundless" and "a dangerous precedent" that "undermines the statistical mission of the Bureau."
A hearty second to that. Trying to intimidate the Bureau of Labor Statistics is the policy equivalent of smashing your bathroom scale. It's banana republic stuff, and it won't work any better in the United States.
On the margin, a few voters might be fooled into thinking economic conditions are better than they really are. But the trick can work only so far -- as the Biden administration found out when it tried to gaslight voters into believing that everything in the White House was going just great. The people most susceptible to the spin fall into two groups: the president's base, who don't need it, and high-information voters who pay close attention to economic data, many of whom will understand how the numbers have been juked, and most of whom probably already know which side they're voting for next time around.
Everyone will be paying closer attention to what's happening in their own experience. Are wages rising? Are their friends and relatives being laid off? Is it easy to find another job? If they're getting the wrong answers to these questions, it really doesn't matter what numbers the bureau is putting out.
That is, it doesn't matter politically. Bureau of Labor Statistics numbers matter tremendously in other ways. They feed into a great deal of market activity as well as vital social science, both of which are possible only if the numbers are trustworthy. The statistics are also, of course, one of the president's essential guides to economic policy.
This guide is now telling the administration that it is moving in the wrong direction. A wise politician would take heed and course-correct to avoid bumbling deeper into the woods. Instead, Trump wants to shoot the messenger so his supporters won't realize he's led them astray.
He might be able to find a new BLS commissioner who will cook the numbers to make them more aesthetically pleasing, though this would not be easy. As economist Scott Winship of the American Enterprise Institute pointed out, a lot of people work on these numbers, "So absent mass firings at BLS, this solves nothing."
But even if Trump managed to bully the guides into telling him what he wants to hear, what then? Eventually voters will look around and notice the truth: America is losing its way.
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The Post's View
Putting maximum pressure on Russia requires secondary sanctions on oil
Trump hit India. China might be next. But there are risks. 

The site of an apartment building hit by a Russian military strike in Kramatorsk, Ukraine, on July 31. (Yevhen Titov/Reuters) 


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-02
President Donald Trump called Russia's bluff on Friday. In response to nuclear saber-rattling from a close ally of Vladimir Putin, Trump announced he will deploy two nuclear submarines to the region. The president's previously conciliatory posture toward the Kremlin gives such counterpunches real credibility: Mess around, find out.
After Putin strung him along for months as he sought an end to fighting in Ukraine, Trump took steps this past week against India that Presidents Joe Biden and Barack Obama were reluctant to take, for fear of escalation and economic fallout, in the face of Russian revanchism. They already show signs of working. The president now has an opportunity to press his advantage by doing the same with China.
The inability of Western sanctions to cripple Russia's economy has been one of the most persistent frustrations since Putin's full-scale invasion of Russia 31/2 years ago. Russia's economy actually grew by more than 4 percent last year and has been estimated to grow again this year, albeit more slowly. Putin has weathered sanctions by shifting to a wartime footing and developing a network of new trading partners for oil and energy exports, relying on a shadow shipping fleet. Its principal customers are China and India.
Oil is the lifeblood of Putin's war machine. Sen. John McCain often observed that Russia is a gas station masquerading as a country. But Biden worried that pushing China or India too hard to stop buying Russian crude would lead to a surge in gas prices that hobbled the U.S. economy and therefore ruined his reelection hopes. (Biden managed that last part without any help.)
Trump has grown increasingly receptive to using so-called secondary sanctions against Russia's trading partners as a lever to apply maximum pressure on Putin to make concessions. On Wednesday, the president imposed an unspecified import tax on India as a penalty for its continuing to purchase Russian oil, on top of a 25 percent tariff on Indian goods. In response, Indian state refineries reportedly paused purchases of Russian crude. However, Indian government officials claimed Saturday that there has been no change in policy.
Secondary sanctions are a geopolitical bazooka. They worked against Iran by helping force Tehran to negotiate the nuclear agreement, which Trump discarded during his first term. They also helped cripple the regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria.
Petroleum revenue accounts for nearly half of Russia's budget. While India buys 38 percent of Russian crude oil exports, China buys 47 percent. (Turkey and the European Union purchase 6 percent each.)
Trump's newfound support for secondary sanctions runs counter to his larger goal of reaching a broad trade agreement with China, the world's second-largest economy. Trump has adopted a softer approach toward Beijing. He paused some export controls and even blocked the president of the self-governing island of Taiwan from visiting the United States, a stopover that would have raised China's ire. Trump wants a summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping later this year.
Nevertheless, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent says he warned his counterparts during talks in Stockholm this past week that China risks import tax penalties of 100 percent if it continues to buy Russian crude. He was referring to a bipartisan bill that would impose tariffs on goods from countries still trading with Russia. That proposal has enough support to pass if it comes to the floor, but it has been tabled in the Senate to give Trump time and leverage to negotiate.
Imposing sanctions on China for buying Russian oil would probably derail the chances of an immediate trade deal. It would probably bring retaliation, potentially in the form of another embargo on critical rare earth minerals. This could disrupt the global economy and heighten the risk of a U.S. recession. It's important to be clear-eyed about those risks. On the other hand, Trump has cultivated better relationships than Biden with Saudi Arabia and other Arab producers, which could increase output, if China stopped buying Russian crude, to prevent gas prices from skyrocketing.
For now, China appears unlikely to yield. But that could change if Beijing becomes convinced that Trump will not chicken out. One way the U.S. could signal seriousness is to step up arms shipments to Ukraine, combining military and economic pressure. Ultimately, China's economic ties with the U.S. are far more valuable than its friendship with Russia.
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A ticket to Tariff Land 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on changing tariff rates. 

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)


By Edith Pritchett | 2025-08-02

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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The Commanders are coming, one way or another. Pony up, taxpayers.
Somebody should be able to strike a better deal. 

The remains of RFK Stadium on July 21. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Colbert King | 2025-08-01
I'm not in the predictions business, but to those of you hoping and praying that the Washington Commanders will come back to D.C., I offer this: Let not your hearts be troubled.
The Commanders, who can't wait to flee Landover, Maryland, will undoubtedly come to rest on the last remaining large, undeveloped tract of District land, to wit: 180 acres commonly known as the Robert F. Kennedy Stadium campus. Yes, Washington's football team will, like the Prodigal Son, come back to the city it abandoned in 1997, settling into a first-class, 65,000-seat, state-of-the-art, spanking-new stadium with a roof and supporting facilities and infrastructure for use as a franchise member of the NFL whose total value has been estimated at about $190 billion. The Commanders franchise alone weighs in at $6.3 billion as of August 2024 -- so, unlike the Prodigal Son, it won't return spent and emptyhanded.
Frankly, I feel shallow weighing in on a Commanders stadium deal, what with a horrendous humanitarian crisis unfolding in Gaza and our own children and families running for cover in church last week while more than 140 bullets flew across our Northeast Washington neighborhood. We, as a community of compassion and care, have more pressing problems on our hands.
But rest assured, football fans, the wonderfulness of a Commanders return will come to pass notwithstanding what the D.C. Council does with legislation for a new stadium. Friday's initial vote to approve it made it even more likely that a final deal will pass in September, with the customary drama that accompanies council deliberations. But in fact, the D.C. government is incidental to the Commanders' fate.
One way or another, the team is coming back because it is much more lucrative for the owners to be on this side of the D.C.-Maryland line, where they can control prime property surrounding their glitzy stadium for festivals and other entertainment, and will be able to develop and make money on a riverfront district where restaurants, retail and luxury housing will be constructed.
Location, location, location.
Principal owner Josh Harris and his partners have got to be here. And they have a key ally.
President Donald Trump wants one of the nation's premier NFL franchises within our nation's capital, which he views as another legacy of his splendiferous presidency. (It wouldn't be completed until 2030.)
He wants it here in the same way he has assumed possession of the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Just as he commandeered the U.S. Army's 250th Anniversary and Independence Day into celebrations all about himself.
And it's similar to his plan to build a $200 million White House ballroom over which he can preside with all the pomp and circumstance his fertile mind can ponder. Also his plan to celebrate the 250th birthday of the United States next year by having fighters duke it out in a ring on the White House grounds.
To round things out, Trump needs a prestigious stadium complex, not only to house the Commanders but also to host an array of world-class sporting events. What better venue than a Roman-emperor-style Colosseum on the Anacostia?
And Trump can make it happen.
What Congress giveth, Congress can take away. With a snap of Trump's finger, today's pliant GOP could very well repeal the public law that directed the Interior Department to transfer the RFK site to the District, and return jurisdiction to the federal government, a.k.a. Donald Trump. Following which Trump, or his designee, could enter into an agreement with the Commanders' ownership on the investment in the 180 acres and a new stadium and revitalization of the Anacostia Waterfront space. (Let's not even get into Trump's demand to change the name back to Redskins.)
Of course, U.S. taxpayers would replace the D.C. treasury for infrastructure costs and the like. But a MAGA-dominated Congress won't mind billing them. And D.C. would be left on the outside looking in.
Or the city could go through the rest of the voting process and approve the deal with the Commanders next month, and treat it, in the words of Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), as a wonderful "catalyst" for new business and housing in Ward 7.
I have been opining on RFK Stadium redevelopment since the shameful days of previous team owner Daniel Snyder.
As a lifelong follower, I appreciate the vanity that comes with the football team being domiciled in the District. However, the city's economic and civic interests have to come first. The pending stadium deal calls for D.C. taxpayer involvement of more than $1 billion. Is there substantial public return? Beyond pride, will there be significant and sustained economic gain for the city? I couldn't care less if the mayor and council get a handful of skybox freebees. What's in it for the many D.C. taxpayers who can't afford to get closer to the team than their TV screens?
We have made it for nearly 30 years without the home team playing on D.C. turf. So have other cities. Consider: The New York Giants and Jets play in East Rutherford, New Jersey. The Los Angeles Rams and Chargers play in Inglewood, California. The Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas. The San Francisco 49ers: Santa Clara, California. The Las Vegas Raiders: Paradise, Nevada. The Miami Dolphins: Miami Gardens, Florida. The Buffalo Bills: Orchard Park, New York.
We don't hear wails of separation anxiety from those fans.
The District's interests -- finances, schools, neighborhoods, culture -- should come first. And they are being funded out of D.C. pockets. Let the city finally get, keep and develop the 180 acres of valuable public land on the RFK site. That's fair and just. But don't make taxpayers dig more than $1 billion deep to entice the Commanders. The team wants to be here, and the team can afford to pay for it. Either the D.C. government or that self-proclaimed genius dealmaker Trump should be able to strike a better bargain.
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Opinions
The bleak economic picture emerging from the jobs numbers
The employment numbers that looked strong all spring have been revised downward.

A nurse transports a patient in a Brooklyn hospital in July. (Andres Kudacki/AP) 


By Julien Berman | 2025-08-01
For a few rosy months, it looked as if the American labor market might emerge unscathed from President Donald Trump's trade war. Despite constantly shifting tariff rates that have created enormous uncertainty for businesses, initial readings of the labor market's health showed it holding strong. Throughout the first half of the year, unemployment remained relatively low and the economy kept adding jobs.
Turns out, this was an illusion.
On Friday, the Labor Department reported that employers added only 73,000 jobs in July -- far fewer than the 115,000 forecasters had expected.
More important, the department published sweeping revisions to earlier reports that had made the job market look strong all spring. The estimated number of new jobs in May was lowered to 19,000, from the initial 144,000. June's numbers fell to just 14,000, from 147,000. Together, these changes amount to an overall decrease in new jobs of almost 90 percent.
What's worse, three-quarters of the added jobs were in just one sector: health care. Along with the lower numbers, this suggests that America is starting to see the effects of Trump's tariffs ripple through the economy.
Sectors such as manufacturing rely on global supply chains to provide raw materials and parts -- steel, aluminum, machinery and so on -- that they turn into finished products. When tariffs raise the costs of these input materials, businesses have an incentive to scale back. Then investment declines -- and hiring slows.
Health care, in contrast, is far less exposed to trade policy. As a service industry, it relies much less on imported goods. Unlike a factory, a hospital faces virtually no foreign competition. In most cases, nursing can't be outsourced, and medical checkups can't be imported. Most of the work is done locally, so health care keeps hiring while other parts of the economy stall.
Add to this the growth estimates from the first half of the year, which show a slowdown in both overall consumption and investment, and a bleak picture comes into focus: The American economy is losing steam.
This makes it more likely that the Federal Reserve will decide to lower interest rates -- especially if the jobs numbers disappoint again next month.
But whether a fall in rates would soften the blow is another question. Next month, the Labor Department will release its annual benchmark revision -- a once-a-year adjustment that matches the monthly jobs survey data to more complete payroll records. If past trends hold, the jobs numbers could be revised downward even further -- suggesting that the labor market has been weaker than realized for some time.
A deeper problem here is that the monthly jobs reports might be getting less reliable. The Labor Department always modifies its estimates as new data comes in, but revisions as large as the one for the spring numbers raise concerns that the government's statistical infrastructure is starting to buckle. Note that the Bureau of Economic Analysis has lost about 20 percent of its employees since the beginning of the year.
Even more troubling is that in response to the weak numbers, Trump fired Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, baselessly accusing her of manipulating the jobs report for political ends. His action undermines the independence and credibility of one of the government's most important statistical agencies, and will cast doubt on the credibility of future data releases on employment, inflation, productivity and other key indicators.
Reliable economic data is essential to crafting sound economic policy. Had the Federal Reserve known at its most recent meeting that job growth was collapsing in May and June, it might have acted more aggressively.
For now, it seems that Trump's trade war is starting to bite, and more pain could be on the way.
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Why Trump's tariffs are in trouble
The legality of Trump's manic trade policies will be a question for the Supreme Court.

President Donald Trump signs executive orders in the Rose Garden of the White House on April 2. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Jason Willick | 2025-08-01
It's impossible to look away from President Donald Trump's theatrical trade policy. Every day can bring a triumphant trade deal or a new tariff barrage. For markets and the news media, the minor detail of whether any of this is legal has faded into the background.
Maybe not for much longer. On Thursday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit heard arguments on Trump's tariffs. The icy reception the administration received ought to have highlighted the policy's constitutional vulnerability. But that defect still isn't getting enough attention.
Trump's claim to virtually unlimited tariffing power comes from the 1977 International Emergency Economic Powers Act. The IEEPA is a sanctions and embargo law that doesn't even mention tariffs. No president invoked it to impose tariffs for 48 years after its passage, until Trump did so this year. The Constitution says Congress, not the president, has the power to "lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises," and "regulate Commerce with foreign Nations."
The U.S. Court of International Trade ruled 3-0 in May that Trump had exceeded his powers under the IEEPA, prompting the president to lash out with unusual ferocity. But the Federal Circuit suspended that ruling to let appeals play out, leaving Trump's tariffs in effect, and the news media moved on.
Thursday's argument suggests that the Federal Circuit's "stay" decision wasn't a judgment on the merits. The 11-judge panel seemed skeptical that the IEEPA is a strong enough legal basis for the president to commandeer Congress's commercial and taxing powers.
Congress has written intricate trade laws over the past century that detail under what circumstances, at what levels and for how long the president can impose tariffs. "Why would the president ever rely on all of these trade statutes," Judge Jimmie V. Reyna asked the Justice Department on Thursday, "if he has, under IEEPA, this unbounded power?" The judge added, "Your argument dislocates that entire U.S. trade-relief framework."
Put more bluntly: If Trump is right, what is the point of U.S. trade law? The lawful tax rate on any import is just whatever the president says it is on any given day.
The Justice Department insisted that Trump's tariff power is not unlimited. But conveniently, it also insisted that the key limit -- whether there is, in fact, a national emergency triggering the IEEPA -- is not reviewable by the courts. The only real check on unilateral presidential tariffs would therefore be new legislation explicitly stripping the president of the powers he usurped. But the president is "not likely to cabin his own authority by signing legislation," Judge Timothy B. Dyk observed.
Eight of the 11 judges on the Federal Circuit panel were appointed by Democrats, including the two quoted above, so its eventual ruling won't necessarily predict how the conservative-leaning Supreme Court will see the issue when the losing side appeals. But if the courts do eventually ratify the Trump administration's position, it wouldn't be an exaggeration to say that a key premise of the Constitution will have been inverted.
Legal-process arguments are sometimes the province of academics and pedants. Not this one. As one amicus brief notes: The Constitution assigned fiscal powers to Congress rather than the president "not as a formality, but as a structure of democratic accountability rooted in the issues that originally led to the creation of the United States." The American colonies literally rebelled against Britain in part because it imposed tariffs without giving the colonists a say in Parliament.
Congress can delegate power to the president, of course. But one theme of this Supreme Court's (conservative) jurisprudence in recent years is that when Congress delegates enormous powers, it must do so unambiguously. That "major questions doctrine" is designed to force accountability. The Supreme Court's conservative majority has invoked it repeatedly against adventurous Democratic policies -- voiding the Obama administration's Clean Power Plan as well as the Biden administration's orders barring evictions and forgiving student loans.
Did Congress really delegate all its constitutional power over border taxes a half-century ago in the IEEPA when it said presidents can "regulate ... importation" during national emergencies? This delegation is at least as ambiguous as in past "major questions" cases. Yet Trump is exploiting the law to make further-reaching changes to the U.S. economy than did the Democratic policies that failed the major-questions test at the Supreme Court.
There appear to be three reasons so many smart people are nonetheless discounting the magnitude of the legal threat to Trump's tariffs. The first is the perception that the Supreme Court favors executive power, and it's true that Trump's executive-power claims have been on a winning streak at the high court in recent weeks. But there is a profound difference between presidential power over the executive branch -- the so-called unitary executive theory -- and presidential power to reach into the other branches.
This court wants to protect core presidential powers, such as the power to remove subordinates, from interference. By the same token, it should want to carefully guard core congressional powers, such as the power to regulate commerce, from usurpation by the executive.
The second reason to downplay the threat to tariffs is the expectation that the Supreme Court will shy away from intervening in "foreign affairs." Fair enough: The administration's claims that an adverse ruling would disrupt diplomatic negotiations will probably carry some weight.
But though tariffs can be a tool of foreign affairs, they mechanically operate on U.S. companies within the borders of the United States, which must pay taxes on the products they import. President Harry S. Truman claimed foreign-affairs power to seize steel mills during the Korean War. The Supreme Court's 1952 ruling blocking that seizure is one of the court's most famous.
Republicans might want to be careful about carving out a zone of excessive deference to presidents who claim "foreign affairs" power to compel behavior by people and entities in the United States. Could a Democratic president impose Green New Deal policies and cite international climate diplomacy to win a pass from judges? What if the president claimed public health regulation was integral to national security and foreign affairs, since viruses cross borders?
The third reason some expect Trump's tariffs to survive the Supreme Court is that the court's conservative majority either favors Trump as a matter of partisanship or is cowed by his rhetoric and the specter that he will defy judicial orders. It's certainly true that extralegal pressures affect the behavior of the Supreme Court, just as they affect any other institution.
But consider that a ruling against Trump on tariffs would be extraordinarily difficult to defy. Courts might not be able to force Trump to return a wrongly deported immigrant, for example, or to withdraw the National Guard from a city. But if the Supreme Court invalidated a border tax, Customs and Border Protection could not continue to passively collect it from thousands of well-lawyered U.S. corporations. Many would simply refuse to pay.
Moreover, if the Supreme Court is worried about its public standing, applying the major-questions doctrine against Republican as much as Democratic administrations might be the savvy long-term strategic move. Blessing Trump's tariff policy after blocking comparatively minor Democratic power grabs would strengthen perceptions that the Supreme Court's doctrines are applied asymmetrically, with unknown consequences the next time Democrats control the elected branches of government.
The bottom line is that Trump's tariffs are on shaky legal ground. The administration is certainly preparing unilateral work-arounds in case of an adverse Supreme Court ruling. President Joe Biden tried other means of canceling student loans after the Supreme Court struck down his first attempt.
But if Trump's trade deals are so great, why not insulate them from the courts by asking the GOP-controlled Congress to ratify them? The question answers itself: because Trump has no use for Congress. Which is precisely the legal and constitutional problem with his tariffs, and it isn't going away.
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Opinions
Cartoon by Lisa Benson
Lisa Benson cartoon on E.U. tariff negotiations.

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)


By Lisa Benson | 2025-08-01

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)
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Opinions
Trump's tariffs are doing just what his critics feared
Brutal job and inflation reports have the president firing the messenger. But the message is clear.

President Donald Trump points to a document as Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell fact-checks the numbers in D.C. on July 24. (Kent Nishimura/Reuters)


By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2025-08-01
The latest economic numbers have come at an awkward time for the Trump administration. It has spent weeks touting a strong economy and  proclaiming victory over inflation. It has savaged Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell (a "moron") for continuing the fight against it. The administration has also maintained that the economy vindicates President Donald Trump's tariffs. Vice President JD Vance says predictions of tariff-induced inflation have proved so wrong as to cast doubt on the economics profession.
Free traders are now due for some retaliatory gloating. On Thursday, the Bureau of Economic Analysis reported that last month, one measure of prices -- personal consumption expenditures,  excluding the volatile categories of food and energy -- rose at a higher than 3 percent annual rate. That's the measure that Powell and his colleagues monitor most closely, and they want it at 2 percent. The number has now risen three months in a row. One day later, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that job growth has been much weaker than previously thought.
Both the jobs and inflation trends are worrisome. Inflation has, however, assumed an outsize importance in the debate about tariffs. Politicians opposed to them have emphasized the potential for higher inflation because Americans have recent unpleasant experience with it. Economists tend to talk about other downsides of tariffs -- because the truth is that tariffs don't necessarily cause inflation, and they can harm economies even if they don't.
Tariffs obviously raise some prices. That's how they're supposed to work. Protectionists seek to change patterns of consumption and production by altering prices. Tariffs make imported steel more expensive, so U.S. consumers (including companies that use steel) buy more domestically produced steel. U.S. steelmakers can then increase their prices, too, drawing more investment.
But raising some prices need not mean raising the overall price level. Maybe consumers will spend more on products with steel in them and less on everything else, with prices going down in other sectors. Or maybe a monetary contraction will pull prices down. That's what happened in the early years of the Great Depression, when a spike in tariffs happened alongside deflation.
That said, there are two ways tariffs can raise price levels more broadly across the economy. Especially when inflation has recently been unsettled, tariffs can cause people to expect higher inflation and then act in a way that brings it about. Consumers  can move purchases forward, for example, to get ahead of rising prices. But that's an effect that a central bank can, in principle, prevent through tighter money and the threat of it.
Tariffs can also reduce how much the economy produces, in which case the economy gets bitten by the tail end of "too much money chasing too few goods." In that case, the tariffs are stagflationary: We get fewer goods at a higher price. The early evidence is consistent with both price-raising trends: higher inflation expectations and supply-driven price hikes. Economic growth has slowed down -- it has run at an annual rate of 1.25 percent in the past two quarters -- and inflation has picked up.
But even these preliminary results don't clinch the case against the tariffs. If these costs were part of a transition to making America great --  if they really promised a manufacturing revival, a Rust Belt renaissance, plentiful high-wage jobs -- then a short-term increase in prices and reduced output in the first phase of this transformation might be worth it.
There are, of course, many reasons to be skeptical about all of that, to fear instead that the tariffs will reduce our productivity growth over the long run and the lost opportunities will silently compound. That's the biggest potential downside of the tariffs. It's just not an argument that Trump's opponents can make stick in a 30-second spot.
His allies have sometimes flirted with making the "short-term pain, long-term gain" argument for the tariffs. Mostly, though, they have preferred to act as though tariffs have no possible downside. Even after the new inflation numbers came out, the White House promoted a column celebrating its trade war and ridiculing the notion that it would raise prices. "Inflation remains on track," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt insisted. It doesn't.
Trump reacted to the jobs report by throwing a tantrum, suggesting that the agency was faking statistics to make him look bad (after making him look good in previous months for some unexplained reason).
This economic news might be embarrassing for the administration. But this isn't an administration that embarrasses easily.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/08/01/inflation-tariffs-trump-economy-jobs-report/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Cartoon by Joe Heller 
Joe Heller cartoon on farm work
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By Joe Heller  | 2025-08-01
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Opinions
The quest to reach a human customer service agent
Edith Pritchett cartoon on automated customer service agents.

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)


By Edith Pritchett | 2025-08-01

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Letters to the Editor
How to prevent fatal child abuse
Readers react to the death of Kemy Washington, renaming the National Opera House and more. 

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-01
A child's death is always unspeakably tragic, especially when it's clear that different policies could have prevented it. It's easy to read about Kemy Washington's short life and heartrending death and become convinced that more intensive monitoring by D.C.'s Child and Family Services Agency would prevent future tragedies like this.
Approximately 2,000 children in the United States died from abuse and neglect in fiscal 2023. The nation's child protective services interact with more than 3 million children and their families in any given year. In Washington, D.C. Child and Family Services Agency investigations must verify whether alleged abuse or neglect happened, determine how to prevent it from happening again, and decide whether the child must be removed. How well this works depends on workers' caseloads, community resources and other factors. But the system has two huge shortcomings: 1. It's inherently adversarial, and 2. It can't engage with families until a child has suffered abuse or neglect. There is no "safe dose" of abuse or neglect; by the time it starts, the risk of adverse, lifelong consequences for the child has increased.
A better approach is to prevent abuse and neglect. Maternal home visiting programs pair new mothers with nurses or paraprofessionals who form a long-term relationship with the family. They help the family access services such as housing, mental health treatment and vocational training. They provide emotional support, they teach parenting skills and child development, and in a situation where a parent relapses, like Kemy's mother did, they can spot it promptly and connect the parent with appropriate help.
Every child deserves to grow up. Every parent deserves help. We know how to provide that help, and we know how to prevent stories like Kemy's from happening again. We just need to do it.
Melanie Blow, Rochester, New York
The Post's July 26 front-page article "A toddler starved to death in D.C. Why wasn't she saved?" about Kemy Washington was tragic.
How can someone whose parent has already been flagged by D.C.'s Child and Family Services Agency, and who has family and friends trying to help, still meet such an end?
This heartbreaking outcome is the result of a system that prioritizes individual agency over intervention, despite warnings from Kemy's grandmother and the court-ordered removal of Kemy's sister from the home due to neglect. The current approach comes from a place of empathy, treating the removal of a child as a last resort, "only when families cannot or will not take care of children themselves." But we need to acknowledge that the end result of this philosophy can lead to more cases like Washington's.
We should give precedence to the ability of family, friends and the city's welfare agencies to compel people into care. Yes, that approach opens the door to possible horrible outcomes where people are hospitalized against their will or children are removed forcibly from unsafe homes. There are trade-offs to both systems, and neither one will avoid tragedies completely. Policymakers, as well as advocates for the homeless, must acknowledge the potential end result of their chosen approach.
Robin Halsband, Washington
Regarding the July 23 Style article "Trump moniker may extend to Kennedy Center":
We should ask ourselves why Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho) and the House Appropriations Committee concluded that the Kennedy Center Opera House should be named after Melania Trump. Simpson claims it's because of the first lady's support and commitment to promoting the arts, but he lacks evidence.
The Opera House is a prestigious venue that also hosts the annual Kennedy Center Honors. If anyone should be honored with the Opera House bearing their name, it should be Jacqueline Kennedy, whose vision, dedication and actions were instrumental in establishing the Kennedy Center as a prominent showcase for the arts and a symbol of national pride.
After she hosted ballet companies, opera singers, poets, musicians and children's concerts at the White House, Kennedy was a driving force behind establishing the Kennedy Center and played an active role in fundraising efforts. Despite her contributions, no venue at the center was named in her honor. The Kennedy Center itself was named after her husband, the 35th president of the United States.
The Opera House should be named after a proven and extraordinary supporter of the arts.
Barbara Gentile, McLean
As the July 28 Metro article "Take it with a grain of (road) salt" noted, ConsumerAffairs, an online review platform, recently identified D.C. as having the worst traffic in the United States, but with comparatively few fatal crashes. But from what I have seen driving primarily in suburban Maryland, the District might not have the worst drivers. When I drive, I witness drivers running red lights, blowing through stop signs and ignoring right-turn-only lanes. (To those who drive Massachusetts Avenue to the Sangamore Road stoplight and ignore the right-turn-only markings in the right lane, I'm watching you!) I won't go so far as to say that these practices portend the end of civilization as we know it, but they cannot be a good development.
John T. Rich, Bethesda
Not so long ago, skilled workers used to do something remarkable here in the DMV. For 50 or maybe even 75 years, they paved our roads, repaved them when needed and somehow managed to place manhole covers level with the street.
Now, in this age of lasers, digital mapping and artificial intelligence, that latter task, once so simple, seems to have become a lost art.
Instead, we now have what can only be described as government-sponsored potholes: perfectly misaligned manhole covers, courtesy of our local authorities.
Dan Mica, Alexandria
I have been to the National Mall a handful of times, and its monuments and magic made me want to return. I am sad to say that I left the park recently and do not wish to go back.
A few short steps into the park, a rider speeding on an electric scooter buzzed past me. A mistake, I thought to myself. Surely, people must respect the National Mall and understand how parading on their neon bikes and scooters would be disrespectful. The walking space bordering the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, once filled with listeners to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech, is now treated as a racetrack. I could not believe the National Park Service would allow this.
The National Mall's clean and well-kept aesthetic has been jeopardized by clusters of lime-green scooters and their ambient light. The Mall is at the heart of D.C. and serves as a reflection of the entire city. I remember D.C. as an elegant powerhouse, fueled with the history of America, and a place where leaders take charge. Instead, the presence of these vehicles on the Mall cheapens this national treasure and therefore the city itself.
The National Mall is not like other parks. Though the views from Yosemite or the wildlife at Yellowstone make visitors appreciate the present, the National Mall's monuments and memorials urge viewers to feel the past and care for the future. This must be equally protected. One would not allow the usage of electric scooters and bikes on the floor of the Grand Canyon, so why allow it steps away from the World War II Memorial?
All it takes is a voice of authority to end the usage of electric scooters and bikes on the grounds of the National Mall.
Lilly Thornblad, Arlington
The July 28 Sports article "De Minaur takes final in three sets, then reaches out" was an uplifting account of the men's DC Open singles final. It provided a good reminder of the importance of sportsmanship. The accompanying photograph of the victorious Alex de Minaur comforting his crestfallen opponent, Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, was a cause for joy in the uncivil, inconsiderate, win-at-all-costs environment confronting us daily. De Minaur is to be congratulated on his new title as well as his compassion, consideration and good sportsmanship.
William A. McCollam, Fairfax
The Post's July 30 Metro article "8 taken off Va. college boards" suggested that Fairfax County Circuit Judge Jonathan D. Frieden's trenchant resolution of the controversy over the Virginia Senate's rejection of Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin's public university board appointments should terminate this unnecessary dispute.
Frieden comprehensively rejected the university board defendants' threshold technical arguments. He concluded that the Senate Privileges and Elections Committee vote properly ended the matter in the Senate, thereby effectively defeating it in the General Assembly.
Virginia's Constitution, its statutes and the Senate's rules are extremely clear, and Frieden's ruling -- which relied on the Virginia Constitution, Virginia Code and the General Assembly's long-standing procedural rules for addressing proposed gubernatorial appointments -- was thorough, persuasive and compelling. Granting a stay would enable improperly appointed board members to continue serving and prolong uncertainty, and the Virginia Supreme Court should expeditiously reject the defendants' stay request.
Carl Tobias, Richmond
The writer is the Williams chair at the University of Richmond School of Law.
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The Post's View
AI can help solve the shortage of air traffic controllers
Automation and modernization would help resolve chronic staffing shortages.

A worker at a Federal Aviation Administration Air Traffic Control command center on Nov. 16, 2023, in D.C. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-01
The frontline air traffic controller at Reagan National Airport told federal investigators that he had been feeling "overwhelmed" just 15 minutes before an Army helicopter collided with a passenger jet in January, killing 67 people. He was handling two sets of duties, managing helicopters and jets. He failed to alert the jet that a helicopter was speeding toward its flight path -- a warning that could have given the pilots time to respond. Instead, the controller said he relied on the Black Hawk crew to avoid the American Airlines flight, but they appeared not to have seen the jet even seconds before impact.
The National Transportation Safety Board released a transcript on Thursday of its interview with the controller, whose name is redacted, at the start of three days of hearings. It is his first public account of what happened.
America's air traffic control system requires an astonishing level of coordination. On any given day, more than 3 million airline passengers crisscross the skies. Roughly 30 flights land in the United States every minute. Yet, despite its scale and complexity, air travel has become safer and more efficient over time. Until recently, that is.
Combined with widespread flight delays and cancellations in recent months, the D.C. crash has helped spotlight a structural problem with American aviation: The entire system rests on the shoulders of fewer than 11,000 air traffic controllers -- a stretched-thin workforce responsible for the entirety of American airspace.
For years, staffing shortages at air traffic control facilities have worsened. Today, just two of 313 facilities meet staffing targets set by the Federal Aviation Administration. The FAA would need an additional 3,000 controllers to plug all the holes. These shortfalls strain the rest of the workforce, raising risks of miscommunication and increasing delays and cancellations.
The obvious solution is to hire more controllers. But that's easier said than done. To eliminate the shortage within the next five years, the FAA would need to triple its current annual net hiring rate. Every prospective controller must first pass through a single training academy in Oklahoma City, which has limited capacity. Those who successfully graduate must then complete between 18 months and four years of training on the job before they become fully certified. Dropout rates are high, especially at busy or complex facilities, where the pace and pressure prove too intense for many trainees.
The Transportation Department should focus on reducing the system's dependence on human capacity alone. Modern technology can ease the burden on air traffic controllers while making the system safer, more efficient and less prone to catastrophic error.
Many air traffic control tasks are exactly the kind of challenges computers -- and AI, especially -- are built to handle. Tower controllers ensure that jets are spaced safely apart during takeoff and landing, monitor taxiing and tell pilots their flight plans. Controllers at approach control facilities sequence aircraft as they enter or leave busy terminal airspace. En route controllers monitor high-altitude traffic and reroute planes around weather.
These responsibilities, from route optimization to traffic flow management, involve big data and pattern recognition. These are tasks where computers, unlike humans, don't get fatigued, distracted, or overwhelmed during peak traffic. With the right systems in place, automation could help controllers focus on judgment calls and emergencies, while leaving the routine and error-prone logistics to machines.
Automation won't replace controllers. Pilots still need human communication, and AI might not perform well during crises. There is always the risk of data error that necessitates human judgment: In the D.C. crash, for example, faulty altimeters might have led the Army helicopter pilot to believe she was much closer to the ground than in reality. But automation could ease the workload for controllers and go a long way to help resolve the long-running staffing shortage.
At the very least, the Transportation Department must fix the FAA's outdated infrastructure -- including copper wire, analog radios and floppy disks. The Trump administration is right to accelerate the transition to more modern communications and tracking equipment. In 2023, one such outdated alert system failed due to a corrupted file, causing the FAA to ground all U.S. flights for the first time since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
The skies are only getting busier. A system so critical -- and fragile -- can't afford to run on aging tech and exhausted people.
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Opinions
Trump's tariff deadline: Six experts weigh in
Donald Trump's deadline for countries to strike a trade deal with the U.S. or face hefty tariffs has arrived.

The Port of Los Angeles in May. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


By Washington Post Opinions | 2025-08-01
You're reading the Prompt 2025 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
Welcome to Liberation Day 2.0. After several pauses, President Donald Trump's Aug. 1 deadline of reciprocal tariffs on countries that have not yet reached a trade agreement with the United States is here. On Thursday night, he announced new tariffs on about 70 countries, including a 35 percent rate for Canadian goods.
The administration has missed its  goal of "90 deals in 90 days" but has managed to strike deals with major trading partners, such as Britain  and the European Union. More trade deals are apparently in the works, and the president has extended the tariff deadline for Mexico by another 90 days. At the same time, he has threatened new tariffs on Brazil tied in part to the country's prosecution of former president Jair Bolsonaro.
What have we learned from these first few months of talks? We asked six experts what they make of the trade deals thus far and for their best- and worst-case scenarios for how Trump's trade war could pan out.
The writer is vice president of general economics and trade at the Cato Institute.
There's still much we don't know. Negotiations with two of the largest U.S. trading partners, China and Mexico, are pending. For the agreements that have been announced, many terms are vague, unenforceable or incomplete. Important technical issues, such as rules for determining where an imported product comes from or whether it qualifies for an exemption, haven't been published. Several "national security" tariff investigations are still underway. Federal courts haven't finished considering whether Trump's "emergency" tariffs are legal. And, while there are some early signs of the tariffs' effects, it'll take years before we know the details.
But here's what we do know: As of today, U.S. tariff rates are at levels not seen in a century, which will result in hundreds of billions of dollars in new taxes paid mainly by American companies and consumers. Trade policy remains uncertain; the U.S. tariff system has gone from simple and transparent to an impenetrable labyrinth of new requirements that will prove particularly costly for smaller American businesses that can't afford either pricey lawyers and accountants or high tariff bills and fines for noncompliance. And Trump has done it all in mere months and with zero input or approval from Congress -- the branch of government with actual, constitutional authority over U.S. tariff and trade policy.
In Trump's and his supporters' eyes, this all constitutes a big win. The law, economics and history suggest otherwise.
The writer is a Post Opinions contributing columnist.
In judging  Trump's trade deals, people are talking past each other because they are applying three  standards.
Everyone agrees that it is a win for the U.S. when other countries drop their trade barriers against exports from our country. But Trump also treats it as a victory when tariffs on imports to the U.S. rise. Those tariffs will block some imports and, when they don't, bring money to the treasury. So these trade deals are all upside for him -- and if other countries follow through on their rumored commitments to invest in the U.S., so much the better. (Protectionists arguably should be unhappy about those investments -- increased capital inflows mean increased trade deficits as a matter of mathematics -- but are not complaining in public.)
Economists think tariffs on imports are a particularly damaging tax that lands mostly on Americans, and so they judge the deals much more negatively. They note that many U.S.  companies will have to pay more for supplies or contract to handle the extra costs.
Investors tend to side with the economists, but they are also evaluating the tariffs by comparing them with the much higher ones Trump originally said he would impose on his "Liberation Day." They might agree that these tariffs are harmful but are relieved that they are not catastrophic. (And they could yet be struck down in court.) Coming in high and then lowering tariffs has worked out for Trump.
The writer is a Post Opinions contributing columnist.
It is too soon to judge the economic effects of the trade war, in part because -- despite Friday being a "hard deadline" -- we still do not know how the war ends. The possibility that effective tariff rates will keep going up is why parents are back-to-school shopping early this summer to try to stock up before prices rise. But the possibility that tariff rates will go down is why some families are deferring big purchases, like buying a new car, in hopes that prices may fall in the months ahead.
Effective tariff rates today are about eight times what they were when  Trump took office. It is impossible for retailers to avoid passing tariffs of that magnitude down to consumers. And so, prices are rising: Durable goods have risen in price by 1.7 percent this year, the fastest increase in nearly four decades outside of the pandemic. Estimates suggest households will lose more than $2,000 each year from tariff-induced price increases, paying nearly 40 percent more for apparel  and 20 percent more for electronics.
Somewhat ironically, the president, who promised on Day 1 to bring down prices, now has a way he can deliver on that commitment. Reducing the effective tariff rate is the best-case scenario. Doubling down on protectionism is the worst.
The writer is director of economic policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute.
Trump's trade deals have been surprising in their one-sidedness, in favor of the United States. The president's supporters have painted this in a positive light. But it likely reflects two things. First, Trump is willing to impose more economic harm through higher tariffs on the U.S. than our trading partners are willing to impose on their nations. Second, the European Union is willing to face higher tariffs in exchange for continued U.S. support for NATO -- and Trump's apparent lack of interest in the security alliance is not a good thing.
With decent economic growth in the first half of the year, many are asking whether economists overstated the harm of the trade war. Hardly. Remember that Trump has backed off significantly from the tariffs he promised to levy in April. So yes, there has been less damage than we expected after  Trump's "Liberation Day" announcement. But that is in part because markets panicked, so Trump scaled back the aggressiveness of his trade policies. In fact, the trade war is evident in the June consumer price data. And it will show up even more clearly in the July data.
The U.S. will likely avoid Joe Biden-level inflation and a recession. But avoiding those outcomes is a low bar for success. If Trump does not materially lower tariff rates, then the U.S. will experience higher unemployment, lower real incomes, slower economic growth, a less competitive manufacturing sector, fewer manufacturing workers and higher prices for imported goods.
The writer is professor of economics and public policy at the University of Michigan.
The most notable feature of Trump's trade "deals" is that we've never seen them. The White House hasn't released the text. Neither have our trading partners. That tells you a lot. Here's some logic I learned from my kids: When they ace an assignment, they tape it to the fridge. So when they're quiet, I infer they blew it. Statisticians call this Bayesian logic.
This logic applies also to the politics of trade deals: if the text was impressive, we'd have seen it by now. A good Bayesian, like a good parent, understands that silence is telling and truthful. Our trading partners understand Trump cares more about the optics of winning than the reality of their economic effects. So they let him boast, and they understand their self interest is to not undermine him by releasing details. So a Bayesian is left to infer that there's likely much less to these deals -- if they even exist -- than meets the eye.
There's been only one exception to this: The text of the first deal, which was with Britain, was eventually released. The reality of that deal bore little resemblance to the president's claims.
So I return to the wisdom of  President George W. Bush: "Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me -- you can't get fooled again."
Mark Zandi is chief economist of Moody's Analytics.
Trump has been successful in significantly raising tariffs. The effective tariff rate, which started this year at just over 2 percent, looks to settle somewhere between 15 percent and 20 percent with little pushback from our trading partners -- China being the notable exception.
The tariffs are almost as high as those Trump announced in April, which sent global financial markets into a tailspin. For all the talk of "Trump Always Chickens Out," the president has done what he said he would.
The economic damage from the tariffs is mounting. They help explain the sharp slowing in growth. Real gross domestic product increased just over 1 percent in the first half of the year, down from almost 3 percent last year. The damage will soon be obvious as inflation ramps up and businesses conclude that the higher tariffs are here to stay.
The U.S. economy is resilient -- the artificial intelligence-powered stock market is testimony to that -- but in its tariff-weakened state, it is also vulnerable. The odds of a recession in the next year are less than even, but not by much. And even if the economy avoids a downturn, it will ultimately be diminished by the tariffs, as the rest of the world turns away from us.
Things could turn out better than I'm anticipating. But while economists don't agree on much, they nearly universally agree that broad-based tariffs, such as those being implemented, are a bad idea.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Beautiful summertime weekend with sunshine and low humidity
It feels more like we jumped ahead a few weeks on the calendar.

(Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, A. Camden Walker, Jason Samenow, Martin Weil | 2025-08-02
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: The kind of day you want to spend some time enjoying outside. Pleasant afternoon highs near 80 with plenty of sun and low humidity.
What's next? More of this splendid weather through Sunday and to start the workweek. The next rain chance may come along by Wednesday.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
A nursing program was ordered to shut down. It kept accepting students.
Despite repeated orders to stop offering its practical nursing program, the Medical Learning Center kept enrolling students. A jury awarded students $1.6 million.

Brenda Burke-Ceron, left, and Elizabeth Resendiz Rosas were among the students who sued the Medical Learning Center and its owner for continuing to enroll students after being ordered to close. (Courtesy Kelly Guzzo PLC)


By Tom Jackman | 2025-08-02
The Medical Learning Center billed itself as a lower-cost nursing school with classes on nights and weekends, convenient for a student body made up largely of immigrants, many already working as medical assistants who wanted to become nurses. But there was a problem: The boards regulating nursing schools have for 12 years been ordering the school and its owner, Gullalai A. Safi, to shut down her practical nursing program.
That wasn't a problem for Safi, 70, who has admitted she repeatedly defied the state's orders and continued enrolling students at the small school in an office park in Merrifield, Virginia. But when students would graduate from the practical nursing program, they couldn't take the nursing certification exam because the degree they held wasn't from an accredited program.
After a group of students unsuccessfully tried to get Virginia authorities to act, or help them get refunds, 19 students sued Safi. A Fairfax County jury awarded them nearly $1.6 million last month, and the judge in the case entered a temporary injunction ordering the program to close.
Safi was ordered to return to court on Thursday to explain what she'd done to abide by the state's and the judge's orders. She didn't show up. Fairfax Circuit Court Judge Michael F. Devine entered a warrant for her arrest.
Others have tried to stop Safi. She testified at the trial that she still had 65 students enrolled, and her attorney said Thursday that he didn't know what, if anything, Safi had done to abide by the orders.
In the practical program, students said they weren't getting enough hours doing clinical training with patients, were spending much of their time on simulations and were practicing injections on sponges. Graduating usually required retaking tests and mandatory test preparation classes for an additional fee. It was only when a potential applicant found an order from the Virginia Board of Nursing requiring the program to be closed, and notified friends who were in the program, that the students finally took action, realizing they had sent thousands of dollars down the drain.
Before going to court, the women tried to get a refund of the thousands they paid in tuition. They tried to get their transcripts, and they tried to get the authorities involved. Nothing worked.
"My dreams were stolen," nursing student Atsede Teshager testified. "I've had to change my life completely and start again. I have nothing to show for my effort."
Safi testified during the week-long trial that she didn't care what the state boards said. Outraged, the judge ordered her to stop operating the practical nursing program at the Medical Learning Center, where the front door misspells the word as "Leanring" in large type.
In a 76-page verdict form with dozens of options, the jury did not find for Safi on a single one. They awarded the 19 students not only the amount of money each had paid Safi, but also doubled or tripled nearly every amount after finding repeated willful violations of the state's closure orders under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.
And then the jury awarded punitive damages to each student, ranging from $50,000 to $85,000 each, in addition to compensatory damages of $18,000 to $40,000 each.
"I am a single mom working two jobs," student Adama Kamara testified. "I wanted to be an LPN so I could only work one job and spend more time with my daughter. I lost it all."
Safi said in an email to The Washington Post that the Medical Learning Center "has been victimized by the two government agencies," the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia and the Virginia Board of Nursing, "due to vendetta, retaliation, and discrimination against MLC."
Safi also supplied an email she sent to current students after the unanimous verdict against her, saying that she had been seeking help from the Virginia governor and attorney general to launch an inquiry and "take action against the corrupt officials in both government institutions. Unfortunately, no inquiry was performed, and no steps were taken to uncover the facts."
She did not offer any evidence for her claims.
Starting as early as 2013, state regulators told Safi she could not operate a practical nursing program at her Medical Learning Center, then in Arlington, because of the low passage rate of her graduates on the national nursing exam and 17 other violations. By 2016, Safi had relaunched her practical nursing program, and within two years Virginia's nursing and education boards were investigating her again for failing to provide proper training. In 2019, the nursing board ordered her to stop operating the program.
But the school, now in Merrifield, kept accepting students. In 2022, the State Council of Higher Education revoked the Medical Learning Center's accreditation for practical nurse training. In 2023, the nursing board, hearing that the students weren't getting training on human patients, again entered an order requiring Safi to close the practical nursing program.

The Medical Learning Center in Merrifield, Virginia. Its licensed practical nursing program was repeatedly ordered to shut down, but the owner refused. (Tom Jackman/The Washington Post)


Safi testified about those findings at the trial last month, saying she disagreed with the orders from the nursing and higher education boards. And so "she ignored them," her attorney, Dylan M. Phillips, said in his closing argument, according to trial transcripts. "She's determined that no matter what, she's going to get her students licensed, even if she upsets everyone in the government. She doesn't care about bureaucracy. That doesn't make it fraud."
Officials with the nursing board claimed they lack the authority to enforce their own closure order. The higher education board similarly said Virginia law doesn't give it that power. A spokeswoman for the nursing board said forcing the school to close fell to local prosecutors, but she declined to say whether the board had alerted them. Fairfax prosecutors said they'd never received a referral and believed the attorney general would have been responsible.
Phillips repeatedly likened the lawsuit to the prosecution of Sean "Diddy" Combs, saying the fraud allegations were the wrong type of charges, similar to how jurors decided the most serious charges against the rapper were inappropriate.
Many of the students were in the courtroom for the verdict and were thrilled with it, though they aren't sure how much money they'll see. Most have enrolled in new nursing programs.
When the verdict was announced, "it was beautiful. Very emotional," said Elizabeth Resendiz Rosas of Leesburg, one of the lead plaintiffs. "I wish she [Safi] was there. She wasn't."
Most of the 19 students were already working in the medical field as assistants, and they wanted to become nurses. Resendiz Rosas and friend Brenda Burke-Ceron had spent countless hours and more than $8,000 at the school when a friend interested in enrolling did some research in late 2023. She found the nursing board order instructing Safi to close the practical nursing program.
"She called me," Resendiz Rosas said. "'Do you know this about your school?' We were shocked. Right away we called the Board of Nursing." They were told in January 2024 that the program was supposed to be closed. They said Safi refused to cooperate, provide transcripts or any refunds. In one email entered into evidence, Safi wrote, "If you think you will get the money back you are highly mistaken."
The students said that some of the classes were online and that when they were taken to a nursing home to get hands-on practice, they were used mainly as laborers for the full-time staff there. Some of the students spent nearly $14,000 at the center in tuition and fees, said their attorney, Matthew G. Rosendahl.
When the students took exams, they were told only whether they passed or failed, Resendiz Rosas and Burke-Ceron said, and not given their tests back to review. When it came time to take the National Council Licensure Examination, needed for nursing certification, Safi would require students to pay $350 for a review class and $150 for the materials, the students said.
"She taught the test to them through a third party," Rosendahl said. "That's not education."
And the students had no idea of Safi's lengthy record with the nursing and higher education boards. After losing approval from the nursing board in 2013, and never having it from the higher education board, Safi obtained certification from both in 2016.
But students were complaining again in 2018 about doing more than half their clinical work through simulations rather than actual patients, not being provided sufficient clinical hours in pediatrics and having an unlicensed nurse as an instructor, state records show. Appeals and the coronavirus pandemic delayed the case until 2023, when the nursing board ordered that the program "be closed no later than December 31, 2023." The board ordered that Safi "halt admission of new students immediately" and "provide a copy of this order to all current and prospective students."
Instead, Rosendahl said, Safi kept enrolling students, including eight of the plaintiffs, and her website continued to feature the logo of the nursing board. Safi declined an interview.
The students said they filed complaints with the regulatory agencies and with the police, tried to hire a lawyer, and, finally, with the help of Legal Aid, landed with attorneys Rosendahl and Kristi Kelly, who filed suit in March 2024. The trial began July 7 and lasted five days.
"I'm proud and happy and grateful," Resendiz Rosas said, "that this is going to come to a good end. She's going to be stopped taking advantage of people, and we're going to be nurses."
Three days after the verdict, Devine issued the temporary injunction against the Medical Learning Center, ordering it to immediately stop the practical nursing program. Two other programs offered by the center -- a nurse aide and a medication aide curriculum -- are not affected by the case and may still operate, state authorities said.
The judge noted that "at trial and while under oath, the Defendants expressed their intent to continue to operate the Practical Nurse program despite the clear orders of the Virginia Board of Nursing to cease operation of that program" and that "the public interest strongly favors issuance of an injunction to prevent existing and potential students of the Defendants' Practical Nurse program from being harmed by the Defendants' continued unlawful conduct."
Later that day, the Fairfax sheriff's office placed traffic cones and yellow tape around the parking lot outside the center.

The parking lot of the Medical Learning Center is cordoned off after a judge issued an injunction ordering it to stop operating its practical nursing program. (Tom Jackman/The Washington Post)
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D.C.
D.C. Council advances Commanders stadium deal at RFK site
The deal involves upward of $1 billion in public funds and more than $1 billion in tax breaks for the football club.

The D.C. Council is taking its initial votes on whether to bring the Washington Commanders to the RFK Stadium site. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-08-02
The D.C. Council on Friday advanced the $3.7 billion deal to bring a Washington Commanders football stadium and accompanying mixed-use development to the RFK Stadium site, a massive financial investment from the city involving upward of $1 billion in public funds and more than $1 billion in tax breaks for the football club.
The vote -- with nine lawmakers in favor and three opposed -- came after the Commanders agreed to guarantee more union jobs on the development project, delivering the backing of the local trades, hospitality and service unions and the votes of two council members whose support was contingent on stronger labor agreements.
The deal, if finalized through a second council vote in September, will transform the roughly 180-acre waterfront site on the Anacostia River to a new multiuse site expected to bring in about 10,000 new residents and hoards of tourists and fans.
The development proposal includes hotels, housing, an entertainment district, enhanced sports and recreation areas, park space and other amenities like restaurants and a possible grocery store. The Commanders, acting as master developer, are expected to deliver on most of those elements by 2040, with the stadium expected to be complete by 2030.
The District's more than $1 billion in public investment funded in the most recent budget will include $500 million to support stadium infrastructure, more than $356 million for parking garages and $202 million for other utilities and a transit capacity study. The city is also building a new Sportsplex near the existing Fields at RFK.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said Friday's vote was "not just about the Washington Commanders," nor just about football. "It's about looking at other ways we can grow our economy than just relying on the federal government," he said, noting the city's investments at other arenas including Capital One Arena and Nationals Park.
The council's initial approval brings D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) one step closer to her decade-long goal of redeveloping the RFK site. The project required years of lobbying in Congress, which finally approved the land transfer in a midnight vote in December. Bowser's revelation of the $3.7 billion deal with the Commanders kicked off months of fierce debate about how much public funding should go to support the football stadium. Bowser framed the deal as a generational economic opportunity for the city, while stadium skeptics questioned the return on taxpayer investment.
"Can you imagine if we continued to have 180 acres with a falling down stadium surrounded by asphalt?" Bowser said after the vote, saying she was "very grateful" to the council for advancing the bill. "Last year when I sat across the table from [Commanders owner] Josh Harris and we said, we can do this ... we set out on a course to make that happen. We're getting real close to that."
In a statement Friday, Harris called the council's vote a "historic moment."
"Like many fans, RFK was the site of memories that fueled my love for this team and this city," Harris said. "Now we're closer than ever to reigniting that energy for a new generation."
Notably, several lawmakers who had for weeks been openly skeptical of the deal -- including Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) and Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) -- ended up voting for it after final negotiations with the team netted the city hundreds of millions of dollars in additional tax revenue, made the development more environmentally friendly, guaranteed higher worker pay and imposed some deadlines on affordable housing construction.
Lewis George said she and colleagues "turned what started as corporate welfare into something that actually puts money in working people's pockets."
"Our persistence paid off for workers, for the environment, and for all District residents and fans," she said.
Still, several lawmakers remained unsatisfied and said they wanted further changes to the deal -- including stricter penalties if the Commanders do not deliver on the mixed-use development on time.
That concern was enough for Council member Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) to oppose the deal; he said he asked the Commanders repeatedly to consider agreeing to earlier penalties for late delivery of affordable housing and they did not budge.
Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) -- who unsuccessfully sought several amendments related to housing preservation, accountability measures and revenue boosters -- and Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), who has long been a hard no on the stadium deal, joined Frumin in opposing the bill.
In addition to Lewis George, Parker and Allen, the remaining lawmakers -- Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7), Anita Bonds (D-At Large), Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large), Christina Henderson (I-At Large) and Mendelson -- voted yes.
The vote comes about a week after Mendelson released renegotiated terms for a deal that he said would recoup for the city more than $674 million in future tax revenue and days after a public hearing where lawmakers grilled Bowser and Commanders officials on issues ranging from environmental protection to parking to labor agreements.
The timeline was unconventionally fast-tracked and compressed. All in a matter of hours on Friday afternoon, council members voted the RFK legislation out of two committees in back-to-back hearings, then held an immediate legislative meeting to give the bill the first vote.
The council's unusually fast action on such a major development project largely appears to be the result of a broad pressure campaign directed at lawmakers by the mayor and pro-business allies to move the bill quickly and to avoid the remote possibility of the Commanders walking out on D.C., which the team has called its ancestral home. President Donald Trump also made a brief appearance in the debate after threatening to intervene in the deal if the Commanders didn't change their name back to a racial slur against Native Americans.
Mendelson's amended deal with the Commanders made changes intended to capture more revenue from new sales tax arrangements, including setting a tax on parking -- like at all city parking garages -- and directing sales tax from merchandise and food and drinks sold at the stadium into the general fund rather than into a stadium reinvestment fund.
It also sets up a fund for transportation improvements and creates a $50 million community benefits agreement, including a youth sports academy and grocery store subsidy for Ward 7.
And Mendelson's revised deal creates new deadlines and penalties if the Commanders, acting as the master developer, do not deliver certain developments such as affordable housing on time.
The Commanders would pay $1 in rent for nearly 30 years, a perk some lawmakers questioned but that Commanders President Mark Clouse said was an adequate incentive to push the team to move quickly on the developments. For every deadline missed, the team will have to pay full rent one year sooner than expected, with a cap of five years sooner as a penalty.
But Frumin and White both argued that that accountability was not nearly strong enough. The Commanders would not owe rent until the 2050s, meaning the penalty for missed development deadlines -- set in 10 phases between 2030 and 2040 -- may not even materialize for more than two decades. Frumin said he was deeply troubled that the Commanders would not accept more meaningful penalties that kicked in earlier.
"The unwillingness to embrace ... strengthened accountability should be very troubling to everyone," Frumin said.
White proposed an amendment to address the issue, which failed -- but even some who voted no said they intended to press the issue before the final vote.
Other sticking points were resolved in the final hours before the vote. Allen said it was not until Friday morning that he secured agreements from the team to adhere to stricter environmental building standards and consult the council before seeking waivers to certain environmental regulations.
Crucially, the Commanders also came to an agreement with a group of local labor unions on Friday, resolving a concern that was keeping both Lewis George and Parker from supporting the deal. The Commanders had previously only committed to project labor agreements guaranteeing union jobs for the construction of the stadium, parking and an adjacent hotel.
But after more negotiating, the final agreement covered an additional hotel and added more guarantees that the team would respect workers' right to unionize for a host of other jobs in concessions, security, cleaning, parking and hospitality.
"We now have a truly transformative development project that will bring the Commanders back home to the District of Columbia and ensure that those who will build and who will work at these properties have decent wages, health insurance, and a pension," the leaders of the Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO, the Baltimore-DC Metro Building Trades, 32BJ SEIU, and Unite Here Local 25 and Local 23 said in a statement Friday afternoon.
Allen, long skeptical of publicly financed football stadiums, said his vote on the deal switched from a no to a yes after the council's series of changes to the deal. He said it was not a decision he took lightly, calling it a "once-in-a-generation opportunity" to design a whole swath of the city.
"The consequences of that decision are going to last for many generations and they will outlast every single person on this dais and every single person in this room," Allen said before the vote.
For Felder, lawmakers' desire for intense deliberation over the bill had been a frustrating feature of the process. He took issue with the fact that the deal had been "met with hesitation, debate and delay."
Still, he said, the initial approval of the deal was momentous for the historically underserved Ward 7 -- finally giving the ward what it needed to drive investment and foster economic growth. "It's much more than a football and a stadium. It's about righting the historic imbalance of investment across our city," he said.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Clouds break tonight, and a great August weekend is ahead 
Some weather joy this weekend with more sun, less breeze and warmth sans humidity.

(Cathy Landry/Flickr)


By A. Camden Walker, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston, Ben Noll, Dan Stillman, Matt Rogers, Kevin Ambrose, Dana Hedgpeth | 2025-08-02
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Cool and cloudy through the evening as temperatures slowly dip. Skies turn mainly clear by dawn with lows about 60 to mid-60s.
What's next? Plenty of weekend sun with low humidity and highs not far from 80 degrees. This pleasant weather pattern could last into next week!
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Maryland Politics
Tensions in Maryland juvenile justice circles erupt over scathing audit
Three top officials were fired after the report detailed allegations of contraband drugs, staffing shortages and other problems in juvenile detention facilities.

The Baltimore City Juvenile Justice Center. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Katie Mettler | 2025-08-01
Three top officials overseeing Maryland's juvenile detention facilities were fired this week after a state ombudsman published a report containing allegations of numerous problems inside those buildings, including contraband drugs, food quality concerns, staffing shortages and a sexual incident among three young people who were incarcerated.
The report, a mandated quarterly update on oversight work by the Juvenile Justice Monitoring Unit (JJMU), was published on Monday and is based on observations from the first six months of the year, when former juvenile services secretary Vincent Schiraldi was still leading the department.
The report lays blame for the alleged problems, some of which have been chronic for decades, at the feet of Schiraldi's team and encourages state officials to "determine a new direction," a recommendation that underscores tensions between Schiraldi and Gov. Wes Moore's (D) administration since the former secretary left his position in June.
Schiraldi did not respond to a request for comment, but his former chief of staff, Marc Schindler, said the report contains inaccuracies that their team was not allowed to address before it was published, including context regarding allegations that their team tried to withhold information from the ombudsman.
State law mandates that JJMU reports include a written response from the Department of Juvenile Services, but this one did not -- deviating from a practice that has existed for decades across dozens of watchdog evaluations.
"Fair-minded people who look at this report will have lots of questions," said Schindler, who was also Schiraldi's deputy secretary.
Acting Department of Juvenile Services Secretary Betsy Fox Tolentino said in a statement that she received a copy of the report on July 29, the day after it was published, and the firings -- which the corrections watchdog recommended -- happened July 30.
"The report confirms, with some truly appalling detail, many of the same challenges that I have learned about during my first weeks in my role as acting secretary as I visited facilities, spoke directly with staff, and assessed urgent operational changes," Tolentino said in a statement. "I am deeply troubled by the unacceptable conditions that some of our young people are facing in our care and it is absolutely unacceptable that some of our staff do not feel safe at work."
Adina Levi, deputy secretary of residential services, was terminated, as were two of her team members, according to a letter obtained by The Washington Post and interviews with people who have knowledge of the firings. Levi did not respond to a request for comment.
In a joint statement, DJS and the Office of the Correctional Ombudsman also stood by the report, saying they "view it as critical in the path of improving the systems that serve the justice-involved youth who are in the state's care."
The report was published at a politically fraught time for Moore's administration, as a fractured coalition of state officials, lawmakers, law enforcement and advocates grapple with how to best care for the children in the state's juvenile justice system.
Moore appointed Schiraldi to reform the department in 2023, a move hailed by youth justice advocates as a bold step forward for an embattled agency that was once investigated by the Justice Department. But after two and a half years on the job, Schiraldi resigned in early June amid intense scrutiny from Republicans, prosecutors and some community members who worried his approach was too soft following a spike in juvenile crime that has since subsided.
Moore initially praised Schiraldi's work, then later said he had "ordered" his resignation.
The governor immediately appointed Tolentino, who Schiraldi said he had recommended to succeed him and who had worked within the department for many years. She also worked closely with Schiraldi's team through her most recent role at the Roca Impact Institute.
The JJMU audit is the first quarterly report to publish since the department's change in leadership and since Nick Moroney, the longtime director of the JJMU, resigned this spring.
The JJMU, which has existed for decades, was housed under the Office of the Attorney General until last year, when the Maryland General Assembly passed legislation creating a new, independent Office of the Correctional Ombudsman. The juvenile monitors were relocated under the ombudsman's umbrella, and the governor appointed Yvonne Briley-Wilson to lead the office.
The report -- which combines two quarters -- was overseen by Briley-Wilson because the JJMU director role has been vacant since the departure of Moroney. He said he left because he did not agree with Briley-Wilson's "methodology" or the direction she was taking the unit he had led for more than a decade.
Both Moroney and Schindler said that it's impossible to get a full picture of the incidents and allegations documented in the report because the ombudsman did not follow the state law that requires prepublication response from the department.
The report includes potentially identifying information about children in the state's care, including details from their private medical files, which Moroney called inappropriate. He said the exclusion of a DJS response -- and the call for specific individuals to lose their jobs -- in the report was "unprecedented." He oversaw the assembly of dozens of such reports during his more than 17 years with the office, he said, and all included a written response from the department.
The law requires the quarterly reports from the JJMU to include "actions taken by the Department resulting from the findings and recommendations of the Unit, including the Department's response."
Briley-Wilson said in a statement that the JJMU "regularly conducted investigations and submitted debriefing reports to DJS," and that the report released this week was "submitted appropriately and as required by law. We stand by the content and recommendations of the report."
Spokespersons for the governor and the Department of Juvenile Services did not respond to questions about the state statute requirements.
Moore said in a statement on Wednesday that the findings were "unconscionable, unacceptable, and must be addressed in the swiftest and most certain terms." Tolentino, the governor said, "is deeply engaged in the full-scale work to correct the systemic failures that contributed to the report's findings."
Among those findings was a May incident at Green Ridge Youth Center in Western Maryland, where three students had engaged in sexual activity with one another in a dorm sleeping area. The sexual conduct had taken place in a bunk bed behind a sheet that had been draped from the upper wrung, which violated the department's policy regarding privacy screens, according to the report.
Surveillance video footage of the incident shows a Green Ridge staff member lifting up the sheet and walking away without removing it, though it is not clear from the report what the staffer saw behind the sheet. One of the involved young people had previously told staff he felt unsafe and had asked to be moved, according to the report, though it did not specify what had made him feel unsafe.
The incident was reported by a young person to a case manager, and the department's inspector general and the JJMU were notified.
In the report, Briley-Wilson said Schiraldi's team delayed providing the video footage and other requested documents to the ombudsman, writing that she had requested for numerous video files to be shared by email and was denied.
Schindler said that department officials told Briley-Wilson's team that their requests were "inconsistent with long-standing and mutually accepted practices" and that they could view the video in person at the facility to protect the confidential information of juveniles. He said that the ombudsman did not respond to numerous requests to meet with DJS leaders.
"Failure to include this information in the report resulted in an inaccurate portrayal of DJS's willingness to share information and its commitment to transparency," Schindler said.
The report outlined widespread issues with contraband and drugs in four of the state's juvenile facilities, including suboxone strips and vape pens.
The report said that "systemwide staff shortages have created potentially unsafe environments for both staff and students," including situations where low staffing meant girls at Western Maryland Children's Center were put in "pseudo-seclusions" in their rooms. The state employee union, AFSCME Maryland, has voiced similar concerns about staffing shortages.
Criticisms regarding facility cleanliness, tattered clothing, spoiled food and the handling of an evacuation at Green Ridge during heavy rainfall in May were also documented in the report.
On Wednesday, Tolentino sent Briley-Wilson a six-page response letter to the report, thanking the ombudsman for "continued oversight and partnership" and saying she is "fully committed to transparency."
That letter included a response to the report's many recommendations and what actions the department has taken so far to address them.
"The JJMU report provides a strong foundation for us to move forward," she wrote, "and address long-standing challenges that arose under previous leadership."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Cool and gray, Friday seemed nothing like Washington in August
Friday was almost startlingly cool, far below normal for Aug. 1 in Washington; clouds concealed the sun from daybreak to nightfall.

(Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Martin Weil | 2025-08-02
The sun didn't shine in Washington on Friday; gray clouds covered the sky, and the temperature stayed in the 70s when not in the 60s, making it seem as if the city had stealthily migrated to Scotland or Scandinavia or Duluth, Minnesota.
August began in D.C. on Friday on a day that seemed to lack much similarity to the month or the season, a day that defied conventional Washington weather wisdom, a day with almost no trace of the summertime trials and torments that Washington had so recently been enduring.
The temperature just before noon was neither in the 90s nor in the 80s but instead an almost startling 69 degrees. In the afternoon, the mercury rose. But not far. It apparently halted its climb at 73 degrees.
Weather is known for changes, and it can provide surprises. But a summer afternoon high of 73 in Washington is not the sort of thing that is witnessed here daily, weekly or even monthly.
Officially, as of 5 p.m., a high reading of 76 was inscribed in the daily weather records for Friday. But it is important to look into how this happened. The 76-degree high came 18 minutes after midnight.
More than a figure that described Friday's true nature, the 76 seemed to be leftover warmth from Thursday, which had a far more summerlike high of 93.
Normally, or on average, the high temperature in Washington on Aug. 1 is 89 degrees. This is not a particularly cool place, weather-wise, in the summer. That 89 degree normal was 16 degrees above the high recorded Friday afternoon.
Temperature records give an insight into what the weather might have been. In Washington, Aug. 1 might have been as hot as 100 degrees. That was the record for the date, set only 14 years ago.
For every hour in the day, the National Weather Service posts a brief description of conditions. For almost every hour on Friday the sky was said to be overcast. When it was not described that way, it was drizzling. Or raining. Or foggy.
Just before 3 a.m. it was drizzly and foggy and misty, all together.
Washington, of course, is many things. But in summer, one thing that it is not, or, at least, seldom is, is cool and misty and overcast with high temperatures in the 70s.
Yet on Friday, that was how it was, on a day that could be seen as a sign of atmospheric benevolence, the whim of the weather-makers, or as a sort of meteorological tease.
As a tease, it provided an almost fanciful reminder of the sort of August day that Washington might wish for and even wonder about but could hardly expect to see.
It was a day that gave a glimpse of the sort of conditions that may characterize summer in other places, or here at other times, but that in the nation's capital, on the first day of August, seemed an atmospheric rarity, almost a marvel, made freely available to all.
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Local Education
George Mason board votes to end some DEI efforts, approve raise for president
George Mason University's governing board unanimously approved a raise for President Gregory Washington and passed a resolution to eliminate some diversity, equity and inclusion programs.

George Mason University president Gregory Washington has led the institution in Northern Virginia since 2020. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-08-02
George Mason University's governing board unanimously approved a raise for its embattled president Friday and passed a resolution to eliminate some diversity, equity and inclusion programs, capping a tense meeting that some on the Northern Virginia campus and beyond thought could end in his removal.
The 1.5 percent raise for Gregory Washington matches a state-mandated raise for professional faculty like him. The university's Board of Visitors approved the increase after a three-hour closed session during which it discussed Washington's annual review.
Washington has faced increasing scrutiny in recent weeks as the Trump administration launched a handful of investigations into George Mason over allegations the university improperly considered race in hiring and admissions, and that it hasn't done enough to address antisemitism on campus. He has rejected the allegations, and an outside law firm led by some former Trump officials has been retained to represent the board in the federal probes.
"Regardless of how one views the events unfolding at George Mason University, today's display of unity by the Mason community is inspiring," Washington said in a statement released after the meeting. "It is a reminder of how centrally important our university is to northern Virginia's families and economy."
The board's resolution to eliminate some DEI initiatives at the institution mirrors resolutions passed by boards of every other major public university in the state. While the board has for months weighed what to do over its DEI efforts to comply with a Trump administration order to limit such programs, the federal inquiries cast a national spotlight on what normally would be routine planning meetings for the board.
The federal scrutiny had also raised questions about Washington's future, especially because George Mason's board consists fully of appointees of Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin. The concerns grew this week as conservative criticism of Washington's policies grew louder beyond the campus, spreading to the Wall Street Journal editorial page.
Beyond the raise approval, the board did not take any other immediate public action on Washington, who has led George Mason since 2020. Rector Charles Stimson said he and the vice rector would have a follow-up conversation with Washington about his performance in the coming weeks.

George Mason University, located in Northern Virginia, is the state's largest public university. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Meanwhile, the ongoing federal investigations permeated the board's meeting on Friday.
"Mason isn't going anywhere," Stimson said before the board went into closed session. He did not make any public comment on Washington's performance. Stimson repeated the quote after the board approved Washington's raise but walked away when asked what that meant for Washington's presidency.
Earlier in the meeting, Washington defended his performance, noting that during his tenure, the university had risen 110 spots in college rankings and doubled its state funding.
"Despite the commentary you might hear, this institution is doing extremely well," he told the board during the public part of its meeting, drawing applause from supporters watching in the room.
Also on Friday, the board passed a resolution to create a private foundation to support the Antonin Scalia Law School, among the most conservative in the country. The resolution could allow private donors, who Stimson said have expressed a desire to further support the institution, to give large sums of money without public disclosure. Stimson said two other state law schools already have private foundations.
The board's DEI resolution said George Mason would "continue to apply principles of individual merit and genuine excellence" in areas such as admissions, and hiring. It calls on the university to ensure there were no efforts to "circumvent" prohibitions on considering race in admissions, hiring or otherwise and directed the Office of Access, Compliance, and Community to cut programs not required by federal or state law and, if necessary, eliminate jobs within 30 days.
Both resolutions passed unanimously after almost no public discussion among board members, drawing criticism from some faculty in attendance.
"They're opening the door for more private monies to come in," said Bethany Letiecq, a professor and president of GMU's chapter of the American Association for University Professors. "And they aren't even having a conversation about it? The board keeps voting against what the GMU community wants, which is to protect academic freedom."
The resolutions passed as crowds of students and faculty packed the board room and held signs outside in the rain in support of Washington and against the board, calling for "hands off GMU."
"The board needs to support the university and the president and academic freedom, and defend the school from the Trump administration," said Raq Gonzalez, who earned undergraduate and graduate degrees from George Mason in 2007 and 2012, respectively. "Diversity makes us stronger. We need President Washington's leadership for our future."
The federal government has increased its scrutiny of George Mason in recent weeks. The Education Department announced July 1 that it was investigating an alleged failure by the university to protect Jewish students from a hostile campus. Three more investigations -- including two from the Justice Department -- soon followed. Some of Washington's supporters felt the moves mirrored a playbook the Trump administration used at the University of Virginia where President James E. Ryan resigned in late June amid increasing pressure from Justice officials over DEI policies. Ryan said he stepped down with the hope of sparing the university from federal funding cuts.
Washington publicly defended his policies in recent weeks, rejecting allegations that he was violating civil rights law.
The probes have led some critics, many conservatives, to call for Washington's removal. On Thursday, ahead of the board meeting, the Wall Street Journal editorial board said such a move could happen and wrote that, despite GMU's conservative law school, "apparently its campus politics are as woke as anywhere else."
Christopher Rufo, a Manhattan Institute senior fellow who has pushed the Trump administration to scrutinize higher education, went further. Washington, he alleged in a social media post, "has brazenly violated the Civil Rights Act and he must resign immediately, or the board of trustees should terminate his employment for misconduct."
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Maryland
Plans for D.C.-New York high-speed maglev train are dead for now
Gov. Wes Moore (D) expressed enthusiasm for the maglev train from D.C. to Baltimore, as did his Republican predecessor. The Trump administration is opposed.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore stands with Central Japan Railway chairman Shin Kaneko in front of a mock departures board put together for the Maryland delegation visiting Japan in April. (Katie Shepherd/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-08-01
The Federal Railroad Administration has withdrawn support for a high-speed train project from D.C. to Baltimore, saying conflicts over federal property and protected wildlife in the path of the proposed rail line are insurmountable.
The maglev train was supposed to be the first leg of a route connecting D.C. to New York City in under an hour. It would use powerful magnetic forces that lift and propel trains above a U-shaped guideway at over 300 mph. Gov. Wes Moore (D) has been enthusiastic about the idea -- earlier this year, he took an exhibition maglev in Japan that traveled 27 miles in less than 10 minutes. But spokesman Carter Elliott said in a statement Friday that "this project had challenges that were insurmountable."
Northeast Maglev, the private investors behind the project, called the cancellation "the missed opportunity of a generation to deploy the fastest and safest ground transportation system in the world." The company said it already spent $158 million preparing for the line.
The proposal to bring that technology to Maryland has been stalled for years; it's been a decade since the federal government gave the state $28 million to start work on it. The train line would have cost tens of billions of dollars to build and cost passengers going between D.C. and Baltimore about $60 a ride.
"This project did not have the means to go the distance, and I can't in good conscience keep taxpayers on the hook for it," U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy said in a statement. The Maryland Department of Transportation did not oppose the decision; Transportation Secretary Paul J. Wiedefeld, on his last day in office, responded to the FRA that the state "understands ... the significant challenges posed by the project."
Lawmakers and residents in the path of the planned train have long argued the price was not worth the disruption. A group of state delegates from Prince George's County put out a statement celebrating the decision, calling it "the result of relentless and unified opposition from our community and elected leaders."
The federal government had its own concerns: The train route would cut into residential areas as well as a wildlife refuge and the world's largest agricultural research complex, and it would touch on Secret Service and NASA property. "The project is not feasible as proposed" due to its "substantial negative effects," the federal agency said in a notice to the state officials made public Friday.
Most high-speed rail uses older, less costly electric train technology. The handful of maglev trains in operation in Asia are modest in length because they require straight, level tunnels that are expensive and difficult to build. China and Japan are working on intercity routes.
Eric Goldwyn, a transportation researcher at New York University, said maglevs offer "faster travel speed, lower maintenance costs, higher reliability" and are "less noisy -- there are no wheels or brakes to screech and wear out. But "the benefits are all mainly theoretical," because very few have been built, and "simultaneously, fixed rail has continued to get faster and faster."
At one point Trump adviser Elon Musk suggested using maglev technology to build car-moving vacuum tubes across the United States, including D.C., but that idea hasn't gone far.
Under President Joe Biden, billions were allocated to improve the Northeast Corridor Amtrak lines, which the FRA said might undercut the justification for a new train line. "We have existing right-of-ways. We have existing infrastructure," agreed Del. Nicole A. Williams (D-Prince George's). "I think as a state and as a country, it would probably be wise for us to invest more resources into what currently exists."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Officer who shot D.C. teen in 2020 found liable in wrongful death suit
A jury found the officer liable for the 18-year-old's death in 2020; and that the teen's mom is owed a six-figure sum.

Deon Kay, 18, was fatally shot by police in Southeast Washington in September 2020. (Courtesy of Natasha Kay)


By Ellie Silverman | 2025-08-01
A D.C. police officer who killed a young Black man five years ago during an attempted arrest was not legally justified in shooting him, according to a jury that awarded the man's mother $655,000.
Deon Kay, 18, was killed in Southeast Washington on Sept. 2, 2020, by D.C. police officer Alexander Alvarez, who saw a pistol in Kay's right hand and fired from eight feet away as Kay was throwing down his weapon.
His death sparked protests from those demanding justice and decrying police violence, particularly against Black men. These demonstrations came amid nationwide protests in the summer of 2020 over the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd.
The wrongful death lawsuit was filed in 2021 in D.C. Superior Court by Natasha Kay, the mother of Deon Kay. A jury on Thursday found Alvarez was "negligent" in the lead-up to the shooting in a way that caused it and that he committed battery against Deon Kay.
Yaida Ford, Natasha Kay's attorney, praised the eight-person jury's verdict as proof that District residents want police officers held accountable for their actions.
"People are tired of police officers getting away with unjust killings of Black people," Ford said. "Deon hadn't even been 18 for 30 days. ... This was somebody with a future. This was somebody whose mother, whose family loved him."
D.C. police confirmed Alvarez was still a member of D.C. police and referred questions about the verdict to the D.C. attorney general's office. Attorneys and spokespeople with office, which represented Alvarez, did not respond to requests for comment.
In court filings, attorneys for Natasha Kay argued that Alvarez "intentionally shot and killed Deon Kay without provocation or justification as Deon Kay was attempting to surrender."
The officer, they argued in court filings, should have realized from a live Instagram video that Kay was holding a weapon for a music video "and did not pose a serious threat to anyone." They argued that Alvarez should be liable for "recklessly and negligently killing Deon," after failing to follow police weapons and safety standards.
"Why'd he shoot me," Deon Kay was captured saying in body-camera footage before dying, according to the complaint.
Attorneys for Alvarez denied all of these allegations in a court filing.

Deon Kay's death in 2020 sparked protests demanding justice. (Courtesy of Natasha Kay)


Federal prosecutors decided against filing criminal charges against Alvarez. The D.C. police Internal Affairs Bureau found the shooting was justified and within department policy, a finding supported by an independent review commissioned by the District's auditor, Kathleen Patterson. But that report also said police mistakes leading up to the deadly encounter unnecessarily put officers and Kay in danger.
The independent review said members of the 7th Police District Crime Suppression Team saw four young men brandishing two firearms while in a Dodge Caliber on an Instagram live video. The officers headed toward the scene in an unmarked vehicle.
They said they saw the car backed into a parking lot space at an apartment complex in Congress Heights, and a man sprinted out of the passenger seat as soon as officers pulled into the driveway.
Alvarez pursued him, running past the car, according to the audit, but stopped when he realized the man was too far ahead of him.
As he turned back toward the Caliber, he saw Deon Kay, who had exited the car and was running toward him while holding a gun.
At around the same moment Deon Kay threw his gun down an embankment, Alvarez's body-camera video shows him firing toward Deon Kay, striking him in the chest.
The report, which was written by the Bromwich Group, a consulting firm that also conducted the previous review of deaths involving D.C. police, found that Alvarez "unnecessarily placed himself in that situation."
It criticizes the officers for failing to develop a tactical plan before attempting to arrest the young men and for not informing their supervisors about their plans.
"When the officers came upon the Dodge, events unfolded rapidly and unpredictably -- putting the officers at unnecessary risk," according to the audit. "Because of the way the officers proceeded, they squandered any opportunity to de-escalate the situation and limit that risk."
Although the report found Alvarez was justified in firing his weapon, "effective policing in the moments leading up to that split second may well have prevented that split second from arriving," Patterson wrote in a May 2021 letter to city officials.
Federal prosecutors in November 2020 said they could not determine beyond a reasonable doubt that Alvarez committed "willful violations" of federal criminal civil rights statutes. Prosecutors said they were unable to determine whether Kay threw his weapon deliberately or reflexively on being shot.

Deon Kay's family members protest outside the 7th District police station in 2020. (Evelyn Hockstein/For The Washington Post)


Ford, Natasha Kay's attorney, said the jury looked at the same evidence and reached a different conclusion.
"You can't rely on the police to police themselves. It's not going to happen. But in the court of law, it can happen," Ford said. "But it boils down to jury selection and making sure you get the right people on your jury. And that's what we did."
During a September 2020 demonstration for Deon Kay, his aunt told the crowd she believes her nephew threw away his gun upon seeing police because he was scared. He had played with guns before, she said, but "never hurt no one."
"This ain't adding up," his aunt, Marie Kay, said at the time. "Justice needs to be done."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Maryland teen dies after getting trapped in storm drain during floods
In a separate incident, emergency responders rescued an 8-year-old boy standing atop a submerged car and a 2-year-old and woman trapped inside.

A tree fell on a vehicle on Connecticut Avenue NW in D.C. during a storm that swept the region Thursday evening. (DC Fire and EMS Department)


By Dana Hedgpeth | 2025-08-01
A 13-year-old boy died in Mount Airy, Maryland, after getting trapped in a storm drain Thursday during torrential rains along the East Coast that caused widespread flooding, uprooted trees and brought hundreds of flights to a halt.
Mount Airy, a town 40 miles north of Washington, received about 4 inches of rain Thursday afternoon into early evening, one of the highest totals in the region.
The Mount Airy Police Department said the incident happened "during the height of the storm" at about 5:20 p.m., when the teen became "trapped in a storm drain" after he was caught in "rapidly rising floodwaters" near an apartment complex along Watersville Road, according to a news release.
Doug Alexander, a spokesman for the Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Company, said in an interview Friday morning that according to an initial investigation, the teen and other children were playing with a ball in the rain in a grassy area near the apartment complex where he lived. The rain grew heavier.
"All of a sudden, the water got rushing faster and faster," Alexander said. "It was raining torrentially, and in no time, the water was 5 feet deep" at the pipe near where the children were playing. Alexander said a nearby stormwater pond was also discharging water from an overflow pipe.
In just a few minutes, Alexander said, the area became a 30- to 40-foot-wide river.
"Water was just rolling in from each side," Alexander said. "The pressure from that water was so much that the child could not get out. It was pushing him into the pipe."
Alexander said about 50 firefighters and police officers worked for more than an hour trying to pump water out of the area and pull the teen out of the drain pipe, which was about 18 to 20 inches in diameter.
"They could feel him, but they couldn't get him out," Alexander said. "He was stuck in the pipe."
The teen was eventually recovered but "unfortunately, succumbed to injuries sustained during the event," Police Chief Michael Ginevra said in the department's statement.
On the police department's Facebook page, more than 100 people left messages of condolences and tributes to the rescuers who helped in the effort. Holly Michaelson McGrath posted that she "drove through that area right before the sirens started." She said the "flooding was awful ... My heart aches for that poor boy and his family."
Across the Washington region, the flash flooding turned roads into dangerous, fast-moving rivers.

Next to a tree at right, an 8-year-old stands atop a submerged vehicle in the Potomac area of Maryland. Inside the vehicle were a woman and a 2-year-old. All three were rescued. (Montgomery County Fire & Rescue Service)


Just before rush hour in Montgomery County, Maryland, emergency personnel rescued an 8-year-old child as he stood atop a submerged car in which a woman and 2-year-old were trapped. Rescuers crossed roughly 200 feet of floodwater to reach the vehicle at the intersection of Bradley Boulevard and Mercy Hollow Lane in the Potomac area, officials said.
Montgomery County Fire & Rescue Service said that the rescue was a "high-stakes incident under rapidly changing conditions" and that crews routinely train for such situations.

During Thursday's flash floods, emergency personnel rescue the trio in Potomac. (Montgomery County Fire & Rescue Service)


The Washington Post's Capital Weather Gang said that in parts of northern Fairfax and southwest Montgomery counties, rain fell at a rate of 2 to 3 inches in an hour.
In D.C., fire officials said a driver managed to exit their vehicle after a tree fell on top near Connecticut Avenue and Chesapeake Street NW. The driver was treated at the scene.
Across the region, the heaviest rain fell in three swaths: from around Frederick, Maryland, through Mount Airy and Baltimore; from Leesburg, Virginia, through Potomac and Bowie in Maryland; and from Bull Run through Burke and Fort Hunt in Virginia. The National Weather Service received reports of flooding in all three of these swaths, where up to 2 to 4 inches of rain fell.
States of emergency were issued in New York and New Jersey. Flooding caused rain to pour into parts of New York City's subway system.
Jason Samenow and Dan Stillman contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
It was D.C.'s most humid July in over 90 years. What will August bring?
Heat and humidity will surge back after a delightful start.

Sun rising over the Tidal Basin with Forest Service tower on July 30. (Jeannie in D.C.)


By Matt Rogers | 2025-08-02
July was super-steamy, the most humid D.C. has experienced since 1933.
A refreshingly cool start to August might put some spring in our steps, but the month will soon find its way back to its typical sticky self.
We project near to above average temperatures during August, or 0 and 2 degrees above the norm of 79.4 degrees. We're expecting below average rainfall, or 0.5 to 1.5 inches below the norm.
We have more confidence in the temperature forecast as the summer precipitation is notoriously difficult to predict because of the hit or miss nature of thunderstorms.
Below, we present model forecasts for temperature and precipitation for the first half of August. The first week features below normal temperatures while they rebound by the second week.
Rainfall is predicted to be slightly above normal both weeks. However, in recent weeks, models have overpredicted precipitation at times, so we are taking that into account in our forecast.

Predicted temperature (top) and precipitation (bottom) differences from normal during the first (left) and second (right) week of August. 


Models predict a drier second half of the month, with above normal temperatures, as shown in the images below:

Predicted temperature (top) and precipitation (bottom) differences from normal from the American (left) and European (right) models for the second half of August. 


Weather patterns during August often mimic July -- another reason we lean toward a warmer-than-normal month.
July was 1.4 degrees hotter than normal and the 10th hottest on record. As noted, it was the second most humid July on record -- with an average dew point of 71 degrees. (Dew points over 70 signify very high humidity.)
Only July 1933 was more humid -- with an average dew point of 75. However, we are skeptical of that data point as 75 seems unrealistically high and weather measurements weren't as consistent and reliable in the 1930s compared to today.
Including June, this has been the most humid summer on record in D.C. so far.
July rainfall was 0.79 inches below normal and the driest since 2016 in D.C., based on measurements at Reagan National Airport. However, many surrounding areas in the region saw above normal rainfall.
Our July outlook correctly predicted the above normal temperatures. Our rainfall prediction was too high for D.C. but accurate for many nearby locations.
The month's highest temperature was 98 degrees on July 25, a shade lower than the June's high of 99. But the relentlessly high humidity more than made up the difference.
The high humidity elevated nighttime temperatures. Lows dipped below 70 degrees only once. The month's lowest temperature of 69 is tied with July 2023 for the second warmest minimum July temperature on record (only 2020's lowest July temperature of 71 was warmer).




At the three official measurement locations in the area (in D.C., Dulles and Baltimore), only one record was set. On July 14, Baltimore received 1.95 inches of rain, a record for the date.
Year-to-date, this year ranks as the 8th warmest on record, but not as warm as last year.




Precipitation is a slightly above normal year-to-date, and slightly wetter than last year.




Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Olympics
Still the queen: Katie Ledecky wins 800 meters over Summer McIntosh
U.S. swimmer wins her record seventh straight world championship in the event, holding off the 18-year-old Canadian star.

Katie Ledecky celebrates after winning the 800 meters at world championships for a record seventh straight time. (Vincent Thian/AP)


By Rick Maese | 2025-08-02
While the swim world has buzzed about the otherworldly talent and potential of Canada's Summer McIntosh, Katie Ledecky has remained the queen of one of the most grueling races in the pool: the 800-meter freestyle race. With the Los Angeles Olympics on the horizon and questions starting to swirl, Ledecky reminded everyone of her dominance again Saturday in spectacular fashion, making clear she has no intention of abdicating her throne anytime soon.
In what was the most highly-anticipated showdown of the world championships in Singapore, Ledecky found a higher gear on the final lap, leaving the teenage phenom in her wake and somehow finding a new way to rewrite the sport's record books. Ledecky, 28, sped ahead to her seventh world title in the 800, finishing with a time of 8 minutes, 5.62 seconds, the fourth-fastest time on record. Until Saturday, no other swimmer had ever won more than six world titles in a single event.
"In terms of nerves, there were times in the last 36 hours where I felt it, was just thinking a lot about the race. Your mind doesn't really turn off," Ledecky said at a postrace news conference. "I've kind of noticed this week I've slept a little better at this level of a meet than I have in a long time.
"A part of that is I don't feel like there's too much pressure at this point in my career, I don't feel I have too much to lose. Just knowing what a fast field this was, I knew if I put my best foot forward, I could be proud of the swim, I could be proud of the season I've had."
The 800 has long been Ledecky's signature race -- she won her first Olympic gold medal in the event when she was 15in 2012 -- and she is undefeated on the global stage. But the 18-year-old McIntosh, the versatile, multi-stroke specialist, added the 800 to her program this year and had made noise about possibly unseating Ledecky, perhaps even challenging her world record.
Easier said than done.
"This is my favorite event," Ledecky said. "It was my first gold. Even in practice, if I'm doing 800s, I tell myself that -- I have this fake rule: I don't lose 800s."
On Saturday in Singapore, the rivals were swimming one-two for much of the race. Ledecky set a fast early pace, making sure McIntosh knew she was in for a fight. Ledecky was 0.73 seconds ahead of the world record pace at the 350-meter mark, but McIntosh was hanging in.

"The last 100 was pretty stressful," Ledecky said afterward. "You don't want to push it too early, so you don't fade at the end. ... I was just putting everything I had into it." (Oli Scarff/AFP/Getty Images)


Australia's Lani Pallister also kept pace, and with 150 meters to go, the three were separated by less than 0.1 seconds. And then with just two lengths of the pool remaining, McIntosh had overtaken Ledecky and held a slim 0.14-second advantage. Ledecky knew it was close but didn't realize she was in unfamiliar territory: second place.
But there is a reason Ledecky is the greatest distance swimmer the sport has ever seen. She found a gear that McIntosh simply couldn't match. A race that had been a stroke-to-stroke battle was decidedly Ledecky's as they came down the final stretch. Ledecky's final 50-meter split -- 29.53 seconds -- was her fastest since the race's opening lap and was a full 1.42 seconds faster than McIntosh as they headed for the final wall.
"The whole last 200, I just kept telling myself to trust -- trust my legs," Ledecky said. "Believe it or not, I've actually gotten a little better at kicking. I kind of got tired of everyone saying I don't kick. ... At the end, just kept telling myself, trust, trust, trust."
Ledecky finished 0.36 seconds ahead of Pallister. McIntosh, meanwhile, faded to third, posting a time of 8:07.29, which was 1.67 seconds behind Ledecky. She was visibly upset on the pool deck after the race, her quest for five world titles spoiled.
"I was thinking too much about Katie being beside me and trying to keep up with her and not let her take over too much, rather than just swimming my own race," McIntosh told reporters. "It'll definitely take some time. This is a new event for me and I have lots to learn in it, and we'll see where it takes me in the next few years heading into L.A."
The blazing-fast race certainly lived up to the hype, with all three finishers breaking the 8:08 barrier and posting times that now rank among the top eight in history. Ledecky smacked the water when she saw her mark.
"I remember when I set the goal to break 8:10. At the time I think that was a really crazy goal, and now to see three in one heat under that was awesome," she said later. "It was really fun to be a part of it."
After exiting the pool, Ledecky raised both hands in the air, making clear that she'll remain the favorite in the long-distance events entering the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles.
The race draws Ledecky's seventh world championships to a close. She now has 23 world titles to her name, and 30 overall medals. Only Michael Phelps (26 gold, 33 overall) has more.
In Singapore, Ledecky won the 1,500 title for a sixth time, took bronze in the 400 (2.23 seconds behind McIntosh) and was a member of the United States' 4x200 relay team that set an American record and took silver, just behind the Aussies. But Saturday's 800 was clearly the race in the spotlight.
"I've been part of a 'race of the century' six times in the past decade," Ledecky said with a laugh. "It's just really cool that the distance events can be that big at a world championships. ... We proved today that a distance event can be really exhilarating."
McIntosh's third-place finish in the 800 is the closest to a blemish one can find in her stellar week. She already had won the 200-meter butterfly, the 200 IM and the 400 freestyle. She'll be the heavy favorite in the 400 IM Sunday, an event in which she set the world record in June.
Ledecky's win highlighted a busy day for American swimmers. Gretchen Walsh became the first American woman to win gold in the 50 butterfly, and the United States set a world record in the mixed 4x100m freestyle relay. The team of Jack Alexy, Patrick Sammon, Kate Douglass and Torri Huske put up a time of 3:18.48.
Regan Smith and Claire Curzan took second and third, respectively, in the women's 200 backstroke, behind Australia's Kaylee McKeown. And Alexy took bronze in the men's 50 free, his second medal in Singapore.
The meet concludes Sunday.
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MLB
Baseball is soaring again. Will age-old problems pull it back to earth?
On the field, Major League Baseball is thriving. Off the field, a pair of lingering issues threaten to derail everything.

(Sue Ogrocki/AP)


By Chelsea Janes | 2025-08-02

Cleveland Guardians closer Emmanuel Clase was placed on leave amid a gambling investigation. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


Disappointment is part of baseball's draw. Angst and frustration are as much a part of the daily routine as balls and strikes. Success in this twisted sport is impossible without them.
So perhaps it is fitting that in recent days, in the brief space between one of the more exciting All-Star Games in years and a trade deadline full of intrigue, issues as old as baseball time popped up to remind the industry just how quickly they can pull it back to earth again.
On Monday, news broke that the mere specter of a salary cap spurred a verbal altercation between Philadelphia Phillies star Bryce Harper and Commissioner Rob Manfred, only to be overshadowed by MLB announcing hours later that Cleveland Guardians closer extraordinaire Emmanuel Clase would be placed on leave as part of an ongoing gambling investigation.
Labor strife and gambling, baseball's two perpetual buzzkills, reared their heads again.
The clouds of another labor storm have been gathering for years, with the darkness intensifying in recent months.
A contentious negotiation before the 2022 season caused a lockout that nearly cost MLB regular season games and exacerbated growing mistrust between players and Manfred's league office. Manfred stoked those tensions with talk this year of another lockout when the current collective bargaining agreement expires after the 2026 season, but he has since been trying to quell them by visiting all 30 teams this summer and suggesting players and owners might find common benefit in changes to the sport's economic system.
But as evidenced by Harper's outburst, which was first widely reported by ESPN, players are skeptical of the commissioner's motives: Harper reportedly told Manfred that if he was there to talk about a salary cap, he should leave the Phillies clubhouse. The Major League Baseball Players Association has always taken deep pride in being the only major North American sport without a cap. Players went on strike and lost the end of the 1994 season because of it. And union head Tony Clark has indicated that if the owners are willing to lose games to get one, the players are willing and financially prepared to lose games, too.
"There are no illusions of grandeur here in regards to what it is we're hearing, and what it is the interest from the other side seems to be," said Clark, who was a young player in 1994 and said current players voted to withhold all licensing money last winter to prepare for losing salary in another work stoppage.
"[That] puts players in a position where [they are] making the determination that we may be sitting down at a table and that we may find ourselves in a work stoppage at 12:01 Dec. 1 of next year. They're preparing for that, while hoping that is indeed not the case."

Philadelphia Phillies first baseman Bryce Harper reportedly got into a verbal altercation with MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred. (Patrick Gorski/Imagn Images)


Yet even as both sides brace against the other, recent events have exposed divides within each that could further muddy the negotiations.
The previous negotiation ended with most of the MLBPA's executive board resigning after it voted to reject a deal the rank-and-file members eventually decided to accept -- revealing, though union leadership is quick to brush it off -- a disconnect between the game's highest-paid players and those who count their earnings in the hundreds of thousands rather than hundreds of millions.
Similarly, tensions bubbled last year when some union members pushed for a change in leadership, only to see none made. And since then, Clark has come under federal investigation along with since-resigned NFLPA head Lloyd Howell, raising questions about union leadership just as it prepares for one of the most anticipated negotiations of this generation.
Perhaps those divides are part of the reason Manfred sees an opening, though he has plenty of reason to worry about the unity of his side, too.
While several owners -- Baltimore's David Rubenstein among them -- have called for a salary cap, limiting the spending of high-payroll clubs does not address the non-spending of those who receive revenue-sharing payouts and do not reinvest them. Some owners argue that a salary cap could come with a salary floor that would force those smaller-market owners to pony up to a baseline payroll. But anyone with a choice between being forced to spend money and not would almost certainly resist it.
Plus, all of this is happening as Manfred is negotiating new national television deals and navigating changes to the local media setup resulting from the fall of regional sports networks, creating uncertainty over exactly how much revenue will be available, to whom, and how to divide it for the best interest of the sport: Small-market cable deals were the first to fall apart, widening the gap between those clubs and the big-city teams whose billion-dollar deals remain intact. And big-city teams tend to drive national revenue, too.
In other words, the current labor situation is a complicated mess, the kind probably best handled with mutual respect, trust and understanding -- none of which seem possible between these two groups in the near future. Neither Clark nor Manfred misses a chance to posture against the other, both publicly and in off-the-record conversations.
And in the meantime, both groups are fighting another problem that threatens their livelihoods.

MLBPA head Tony Clark has come under federal investigation. (Derek White/Getty Images)


Despite MLB's efforts to downplay the Clase situation and others in recent years as isolated incidents, the sport is facing a gambling problem. Perhaps the prevalence of phones and the ease of legalized sports betting made an epidemic inevitable. Perhaps the sport's embrace of gambling industry ad revenue did not help. But from Shohei Ohtani's interpreter to Clase's entanglement, the sport has seen names big and small tied to something that could shatter the most important thing baseball has: the integrity of the sport.
Clase's situation surfaced after MLB opened an investigation into one of his Guardians teammates, pitcher Luis Ortiz. If either pitcher is found to have bet on baseball, or to have altered his play to appease bettors, he will be banned for life.
Last year, four minor league players were suspended for a year after they were found to have bet on MLB games while on minor league rosters. Another, San Diego Padres minor leaguer Tucupita Marcano, became the first MLB player to be banned for life since Pete Rose after he was found to have bet on Pittsburgh Pirates games while he was injured but on their major league roster. A few months later, umpire Pat Hoberg -- who called a perfect balls and strikes game in the 2022 World Series -- was fired when MLB found bets were placed from an account he shared with a friend.
In each of these instances, MLB was quick to say that there was no broader issue, that these incidents were limited to a few misguided souls -- that most players and staffers understand betting on baseball is a cardinal sin and can therefore be trusted to avoid it.
Yet Clase is a different case, an active star embroiled in an investigation that, according to reporting in the Athletic, stems from suspicious pitches thrown by Ortiz and flagged by betting watchdog agencies. If players are found to have influenced outcomes ... well, the problem will have reached new levels of urgency, with no clear solutions available.
But today, as baseball readies for an exciting stretch run full of superstars and underdogs, big-market contenders and small-market challengers, the on-field product remains the focus. In Ohtani and Aaron Judge and others, the sport has a generation of nearly unprecedented stars. And with a pitch clock in place and an automated balls and strikes challenge system on the way, MLB has an updated product seemingly winning back the modern fan.
This is baseball, so slumps are inevitable. The question now is whether the industry will allow those age-old problems to pull it into another one.
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Soccer
The Spirit's new coach? 'Vulnerable,' honest and right where he wants to be
If Adrian Gonzalez, the Barcelona native who has taken over as Washington's coach, abides by an overarching coaching mantra, it's a thirst to understand. 

Adrian Gonzalez has taken over to guide the Washington Spirit. (Breanna Biorato/Washington Spirit) 


By Thomas Floyd | 2025-08-02
Adrian Gonzalez was six months into a stint coaching a Japanese youth team in 2017 when he decided it was time to trade arrogance for empathy.
Arriving from venerable Spanish club RCD Espanyol's academy, the Barcelona native assumed he could defuse any culture shock, leave bedside manner at the door and seamlessly share his coaching acuity. But as his ego interfered and his instructions got lost in translation, Gonzalez and his team suffered the consequences.
"I was blaming, complaining, judging," Gonzalez said. "'Oh, they don't understand me. They are so bad.' And I was suffering."
So Gonzalez committed to change. Revisiting his collegiate studies in Spain, he read up on self-awareness, emotional intelligence and other sports psychology principles. Sure enough, with a newfound emphasis on the human side of coaching came clearer tactical communication.
"From there, I haven't stopped," he said. "I invest a lot of time in myself, doing therapy -- and different type of therapies -- trying to know myself as much as possible, being aware, trying to manage my emotions, my mindset."
After serving as the Washington Spirit's interim coach, assistant coach and acting coach over the past 18 months, Gonzalez has at last ascended to the top job amid an unusual midseason shake-up. When the fourth-place Spirit (7-4-2) comes out of the NWSL's six-week midseason break against the Portland Thorns (6-3-4) on Sunday afternoon at Audi Field, Gonzalez will be on the sideline for his first match as the club's full-time head coach.
If the 36-year-old abides by an overarching coaching mantra, it's a thirst to understand. By understanding his players as athletes, he aims to shape an on-field identity suited to their skills. By understanding his players as people, he strives to unlock their potential. By letting them understand him, Gonzalez hopes to foster a culture of open communication.
"He's very vulnerable," Spirit captain Aubrey Kingsbury said. "He's very honest. He's always been very up-front with us players about how he's feeling emotionally, and I think that's really important. It just creates an environment where everyone can be authentically themselves."

"I invest a lot of time in myself, doing therapy -- and different type of therapies -- trying to know myself as much as possible, being aware, trying to manage my emotions, my mindset," Gonzalez said. (Breanna Biorato/Washington Spirit) 


Winger Brittany Ratcliffe added: "Obviously, on the field, he sees us. Do we work hard? Do we defend? Are we able to finish? But it takes another level of effort to get to know us as people."
Getting to know Gonzalez is easy enough. Open to introspection, he tends to cheerfully respond, "Oh, that's a good question," to queries that catch him by surprise -- and then he rattles off a lengthy response all the same.
Asking about his first memories of soccer, however, drew a succinct reply: "I've been playing since I have memory, to be honest." When Gonzalez needed to make some cash before college, a year assisting with his father's carpentry work confirmed that he wasn't destined to follow in his footsteps. "He's an artist with wood," Gonzalez said of his father. "I'm horrible."
Gonzalez played for semiprofessional teams in Barcelona and Lleida, where he studied at Catalonia's National Institute of Physical Education, but realized by his early 20s that coaching deserved his undivided attention. After joining Espanyol as a youth coach in 2013, he spent a decade climbing the ladder there in all manner of roles -- with year-long detours to Japan and then Greece -- before being appointed the coach of the Espanyol women's team in 2023.
Gonzalez had that squad on the verge of promotion to Spain's first division when Jonatan Giraldez, his friend and decorated coaching cohort, approached him in early 2024 with an unexpected offer. As Giraldez planned to see out the European season with Barcelona, then take over as the Spirit's coach midway through the NWSL season, he asked Gonzalez to serve as Washington's interim leader and become an assistant upon his summer arrival.
It was a serendipitous opportunity for Gonzalez, who came to the United States a decade earlier to play college soccer in Mississippi before his scholarship money fell through and he returned home after two weeks. Instead, Gonzalez spent a year honing his English in London in hopes of expanding his overseas options.
Although Gonzalez hesitated to leave his Espanyol side, Giraldez's pitch, the Spirit's ambition and the chance to head stateside won him over. While many wrote off 2024 as a rebuilding year for Washington, amid a youthful roster overhaul and the unusual coaching transition, Gonzalez steered the Spirit to a surprising 10-4-1 record before Giraldez took over.
"Even though it was 'interim,' in my mind, I was acting and leading as a head coach," Gonzalez said. "When you're a head coach and then you go to assistant, you miss leading."
With Giraldez at the reins and Gonzalez assisting him, the Spirit finished second in the standings before falling to the Orlando Pride in November's NWSL final. In March, the Spirit kicked off its 2025 campaign with a win over Orlando for the Challenge Cup crown. But when the head coaching position at OL Lyonnes -- another team in Spirit owner Y. Michele Kang's empire -- opened up in May, Giraldez shook up the soccer landscape on multiple continents by leaving Washington for the French powerhouse.
For the Spirit, promoting Gonzalez to head coach was less of a decision than an inevitability. When Giraldez's wife gave birth to their second child in June, Gonzalez got a head start on head coaching and filled in for what would have been Giraldez's final two matches.
Upon his formal introduction last month in downtown D.C., Gonzalez said he felt as though he was "dreaming" and spoke of "building my roots" in the region. For a club that has had five head coaches in the past four years, the notion of a leader in it for the long haul was a welcome development. It helped, too, that Gonzalez already had a reputation as a personable and approachable coach.
"The way that Adrian goes about trying to get the best out of his players is a little bit different than Jona's style," defender Kate Wiesner said. "He's the guy that's going to bring a lot of passion, a lot of enthusiasm every day in the morning. I think it makes it a little bit easier for us to show up here every day with energy."

The fourth-place Spirit will face the Portland Thorns on Sunday afternoon. (Jess Rapfogel/Washington Spirit) 


Tactically, Gonzalez emphasized a range of preferred principles: short and midrange passes mixed with downfield verticality. Generally pressing high while knowing how to deploy a lower defensive block. As his roster shifts, amid injuries and signings and departures, so does his approach.
"I can have an essence as a coach, obviously," Gonzalez said. "But then you just modify that or create that game style according to the profiles that you have."
Now, those profiles again include star winger Trinity Rodman, who had been excused from the team since mid-April to manage a back injury but returned to full training in recent weeks. "We have that relationship," Rodman said of Gonzalez, "so it's been already a pretty easy transition."
For Gonzalez, who lives a 10-minute drive from the Spirit's Leesburg facility and relishes the suburban setting's "peaceful" lifestyle, his winding road has at last taken him to an ideal destination. Case in point: When clubs contacted the Spirit about interviewing Gonzalez for head coaching jobs this past offseason, Washington turned them away -- and he wasn't particularly interested anyway.
"In my mind, those opportunities or those options were secondary because I wanted to continue here," Gonzalez said. "I didn't want to leave the team, because I was feeling like we still have a lot of things to achieve."
"This," he added, "is the place that I want to be."
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Washington Commanders
After Terry McLaurin's trade request, NFL execs still expect him to stay
Negotiations have gotten heated, and friction has formed. Still, agents and executives around the league believe he'll remain in Washington.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-02

Terry McLaurin has been present with fans at training camp, even if he isn't practicing. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


Around the NFL, the reaction to Washington Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin's trade request amounted to a yawn. It may have placed a cloud over a season of unrestrained hope in Washington, but rival executives and agents expect the Commanders and McLaurin will ultimately bridge what remains a significant gulf.
"Lot of drama that will ultimately get resolved," said one high-ranking NFL team executive, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to openly discuss another franchise. McLaurin's "ask is probably absurd, but there is a premium for having been the face of the franchise through hard times. Not sure why you throw money at Von Miller and others before solving this. He has no leverage, but you have to see a little past that in this situation if you're the Commanders."
People within and around the league believe McLaurin and the Commanders ultimately will resolve their acrimony and reach a contract extension that places him solidly among the 10 highest-paid wideouts in the NFL, if shy of the top of the market. But the acrimony is there. McLaurin declared his preference to stay in Washington. The Commanders have made clear their admiration for McLaurin as a player and person and do not want to trade him. Friction has still formed.
The Commanders and McLaurin went more than a month without negotiating, McLaurin said in mid-July. McLaurin held out of training camp, then reported without practicing and has now requested a trade. General Manager Adam Peters vowed to "do everything we can in order to get a deal done," but it so far hasn't been enough to thaw, let alone solve, the dispute.
McLaurin seems frustrated that the Commanders have not appropriately compensated him, in his view, for years of excellence and reliability through dismal seasons while showing no signs of regression. The Commanders appear surprised by the demands of McLaurin and agent Buddy Baker and, so far, unwilling to risk future financial flexibility to meet them.
The Commanders respect McLaurin's contributions on and off the field and have appeared willing to reward him, but they seem increasingly frustrated by the impasse and believe they must protect their long-term, team-building interests. McLaurin views himself not only as a team leader but as an elite player at a premium position who deserves to be paid as such.
"I don't want to get that mistaken," McLaurin said last month. "I feel like I'm one of the best receivers in this league. It's not because of me just feeling that way. I feel like I've proven it."

McLaurin had a career-high 13 touchdown receptions last season. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


The Commanders may be wary of paying McLaurin, who turns 30 in September, at the same level as highly paid wideouts in their mid-20s, wanting to stay disciplined for the future. McLaurin could point to his durability -- he hasn't missed a game in four seasons -- and steadfast conditioning that has allowed him to retain upper-echelon speed. "Best believe I don't feel like I've played my best ball yet," McLaurin said last month.
Where could the Commanders and McLaurin meet? The NFL team executive pegged a potential deal at $30 million per season, plus incentives. That would pay McLaurin on par with San Francisco 49ers wideout Brandon Aiyuk, who signed a four-year, $120 million contract ($76 million guaranteed) last summer.
One high-profile NFL agent suggested McLaurin could expect a deal in the range of Cincinnati Bengals wideout Tee Higgins, who got a four-year, $115 million deal ($40.9 guaranteed) this offseason. Higgins is three years younger than McLaurin, but he has missed 10 games the past two seasons.
A former NFL team executive viewed a trade as "highly unlikely" given the fit between player and team. "He wants to get paid, and he should," the former executive said. "I also think he's smart enough to realize being Jayden Daniels's teammate and playing for Dan Quinn is on his side as well. Washington doesn't want to start over with someone new when they've got a proven talent."
The former executive valued McLaurin more highly than the 27-year-old Aiyuk, even considering their age gap. And McLaurin is worth more to the Commanders, given how well they know his character and the risks that would come with replacing him with an unknown commodity.
"He's a Boy Scout at a position where there aren't even a lot of Cub Scouts," the former executive said.
Marc Ross, a former NFL personnel executive with the New York Giants and Philadelphia Eagles, cited Detroit Lions star Amon-Ra St. Brown as comparable, even though St. Brown is 25 and has played two fewer seasons. Last year, St. Brown signed a four-year, $120.01 million extension with $77 million guaranteed. Ross prescribed a deal with similar terms but structured in a way that would allow the Commanders to extricate themselves after two years as a concession to McLaurin's age.
In Ross's view, McLaurin fits into the tier of receivers beneath Ja'Marr Chase, Justin Jefferson and CeeDee Lamb, the NFL's three highest-paid wideouts.
"He's not them. He needs to get in the reality business if he thinks he is," Ross said. "But he's in that next group and certainly better than a DK Metcalf. I think he's better than Amon-Ra St. Brown. When you look at the comparables and what he means to the team, he's just as important as all those guys."
In March, after the Seattle Seahawks traded him to the Pittsburgh Steelers, Metcalf signed a four-year, $132 million extension that is worth examining as a data point. The deal made Metcalf the fourth-highest-paid wideout by average annual salary but included a relatively light $60 million guaranteed.

Adam Peters is facing one of his first big conflicts as Washington's GM. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


McLaurin and Metcalf entered the NFL in the 2019 draft class and have remarkably similar career statistics -- 438 catches, 6,324 receiving yards and 48 touchdowns for Metcalf compared with 460, 6,379 and 38 for McLaurin, who before last year was saddled with inconsistent-at-best quarterback play.
Metcalf is two years younger, but they have played the same number of regular season games. It probably wasn't lost on McLaurin that the Steelers gave Metcalf his deal after the team that drafted him parted ways with him primarily for a second-round draft pick.
Despite the current disagreement, a trade of McLaurin is perceived in league circles as highly unlikely. The Commanders have no reasonable replacement for him. Coming off an NFC championship game appearance, they have been constructed for an immediate Super Bowl berth. The Commanders have surrounded Daniels with the NFL's oldest roster, adding established stars Deebo Samuel, Laremy Tunsil and Miller to a locker room that already featured Zach Ertz, Bobby Wagner and a slew of other veterans.
"What are you doing? 'We're all-in, but actually we're going to get rid of our second-best player' -- it just would make no sense at all," Ross said. "All the other moves they've made [were] to win now. They didn't do all this stuff they're doing to say, 'Maybe next year.' They can't do it without him. You can't trot out Deebo Samuel as your number one wideout and beat the Eagles."
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D.C.
D.C. Council advances Commanders stadium deal at RFK site
The deal involves upward of $1 billion in public funds and more than $1 billion in tax breaks for the football club.

The D.C. Council is taking its initial votes on whether to bring the Washington Commanders to the RFK Stadium site. (Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-08-02
The D.C. Council on Friday advanced the $3.7 billion deal to bring a Washington Commanders football stadium and accompanying mixed-use development to the RFK Stadium site, a massive financial investment from the city involving upward of $1 billion in public funds and more than $1 billion in tax breaks for the football club.
The vote -- with nine lawmakers in favor and three opposed -- came after the Commanders agreed to guarantee more union jobs on the development project, delivering the backing of the local trades, hospitality and service unions and the votes of two council members whose support was contingent on stronger labor agreements.
The deal, if finalized through a second council vote in September, will transform the roughly 180-acre waterfront site on the Anacostia River to a new multiuse site expected to bring in about 10,000 new residents and hoards of tourists and fans.
The development proposal includes hotels, housing, an entertainment district, enhanced sports and recreation areas, park space and other amenities like restaurants and a possible grocery store. The Commanders, acting as master developer, are expected to deliver on most of those elements by 2040, with the stadium expected to be complete by 2030.
The District's more than $1 billion in public investment funded in the most recent budget will include $500 million to support stadium infrastructure, more than $356 million for parking garages and $202 million for other utilities and a transit capacity study. The city is also building a new Sportsplex near the existing Fields at RFK.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said Friday's vote was "not just about the Washington Commanders," nor just about football. "It's about looking at other ways we can grow our economy than just relying on the federal government," he said, noting the city's investments at other arenas including Capital One Arena and Nationals Park.
The council's initial approval brings D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) one step closer to her decade-long goal of redeveloping the RFK site. The project required years of lobbying in Congress, which finally approved the land transfer in a midnight vote in December. Bowser's revelation of the $3.7 billion deal with the Commanders kicked off months of fierce debate about how much public funding should go to support the football stadium. Bowser framed the deal as a generational economic opportunity for the city, while stadium skeptics questioned the return on taxpayer investment.
"Can you imagine if we continued to have 180 acres with a falling down stadium surrounded by asphalt?" Bowser said after the vote, saying she was "very grateful" to the council for advancing the bill. "Last year when I sat across the table from [Commanders owner] Josh Harris and we said, we can do this ... we set out on a course to make that happen. We're getting real close to that."
In a statement Friday, Harris called the council's vote a "historic moment."
"Like many fans, RFK was the site of memories that fueled my love for this team and this city," Harris said. "Now we're closer than ever to reigniting that energy for a new generation."
Notably, several lawmakers who had for weeks been openly skeptical of the deal -- including Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) and Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) -- ended up voting for it after final negotiations with the team netted the city hundreds of millions of dollars in additional tax revenue, made the development more environmentally friendly, guaranteed higher worker pay and imposed some deadlines on affordable housing construction.
Lewis George said she and colleagues "turned what started as corporate welfare into something that actually puts money in working people's pockets."
"Our persistence paid off for workers, for the environment, and for all District residents and fans," she said.
Still, several lawmakers remained unsatisfied and said they wanted further changes to the deal -- including stricter penalties if the Commanders do not deliver on the mixed-use development on time.
That concern was enough for Council member Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) to oppose the deal; he said he asked the Commanders repeatedly to consider agreeing to earlier penalties for late delivery of affordable housing and they did not budge.
Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) -- who unsuccessfully sought several amendments related to housing preservation, accountability measures and revenue boosters -- and Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), who has long been a hard no on the stadium deal, joined Frumin in opposing the bill.
In addition to Lewis George, Parker and Allen, the remaining lawmakers -- Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7), Anita Bonds (D-At Large), Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large), Christina Henderson (I-At Large) and Mendelson -- voted yes.
The vote comes about a week after Mendelson released renegotiated terms for a deal that he said would recoup for the city more than $674 million in future tax revenue and days after a public hearing where lawmakers grilled Bowser and Commanders officials on issues ranging from environmental protection to parking to labor agreements.
The timeline was unconventionally fast-tracked and compressed. All in a matter of hours on Friday afternoon, council members voted the RFK legislation out of two committees in back-to-back hearings, then held an immediate legislative meeting to give the bill the first vote.
The council's unusually fast action on such a major development project largely appears to be the result of a broad pressure campaign directed at lawmakers by the mayor and pro-business allies to move the bill quickly and to avoid the remote possibility of the Commanders walking out on D.C., which the team has called its ancestral home. President Donald Trump also made a brief appearance in the debate after threatening to intervene in the deal if the Commanders didn't change their name back to a racial slur against Native Americans.
Mendelson's amended deal with the Commanders made changes intended to capture more revenue from new sales tax arrangements, including setting a tax on parking -- like at all city parking garages -- and directing sales tax from merchandise and food and drinks sold at the stadium into the general fund rather than into a stadium reinvestment fund.
It also sets up a fund for transportation improvements and creates a $50 million community benefits agreement, including a youth sports academy and grocery store subsidy for Ward 7.
And Mendelson's revised deal creates new deadlines and penalties if the Commanders, acting as the master developer, do not deliver certain developments such as affordable housing on time.
The Commanders would pay $1 in rent for nearly 30 years, a perk some lawmakers questioned but that Commanders President Mark Clouse said was an adequate incentive to push the team to move quickly on the developments. For every deadline missed, the team will have to pay full rent one year sooner than expected, with a cap of five years sooner as a penalty.
But Frumin and White both argued that that accountability was not nearly strong enough. The Commanders would not owe rent until the 2050s, meaning the penalty for missed development deadlines -- set in 10 phases between 2030 and 2040 -- may not even materialize for more than two decades. Frumin said he was deeply troubled that the Commanders would not accept more meaningful penalties that kicked in earlier.
"The unwillingness to embrace ... strengthened accountability should be very troubling to everyone," Frumin said.
White proposed an amendment to address the issue, which failed -- but even some who voted no said they intended to press the issue before the final vote.
Other sticking points were resolved in the final hours before the vote. Allen said it was not until Friday morning that he secured agreements from the team to adhere to stricter environmental building standards and consult the council before seeking waivers to certain environmental regulations.
Crucially, the Commanders also came to an agreement with a group of local labor unions on Friday, resolving a concern that was keeping both Lewis George and Parker from supporting the deal. The Commanders had previously only committed to project labor agreements guaranteeing union jobs for the construction of the stadium, parking and an adjacent hotel.
But after more negotiating, the final agreement covered an additional hotel and added more guarantees that the team would respect workers' right to unionize for a host of other jobs in concessions, security, cleaning, parking and hospitality.
"We now have a truly transformative development project that will bring the Commanders back home to the District of Columbia and ensure that those who will build and who will work at these properties have decent wages, health insurance, and a pension," the leaders of the Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO, the Baltimore-DC Metro Building Trades, 32BJ SEIU, and Unite Here Local 25 and Local 23 said in a statement Friday afternoon.
Allen, long skeptical of publicly financed football stadiums, said his vote on the deal switched from a no to a yes after the council's series of changes to the deal. He said it was not a decision he took lightly, calling it a "once-in-a-generation opportunity" to design a whole swath of the city.
"The consequences of that decision are going to last for many generations and they will outlast every single person on this dais and every single person in this room," Allen said before the vote.
For Felder, lawmakers' desire for intense deliberation over the bill had been a frustrating feature of the process. He took issue with the fact that the deal had been "met with hesitation, debate and delay."
Still, he said, the initial approval of the deal was momentous for the historically underserved Ward 7 -- finally giving the ward what it needed to drive investment and foster economic growth. "It's much more than a football and a stadium. It's about righting the historic imbalance of investment across our city," he said.
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Nationals
Mitchell Parker has another start to forget as Brewers pound Nats
A two-month audition for many of the players on the Nationals' roster starts with a debacle, with the Brewers pounding out 25 hits and 16 runs at Nats Park.

(Nick Wass/AP)


By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-08-02

Mitchell Parker trudges back to the dugout after getting pulled without getting an out in the fifth inning. (Nick Wass/AP)


Washington Nationals left-hander Mitchell Parker wants to do right by himself, and by his team, with such intensity that he cannot always keep those emotions in his throat. And so, when things go as wrong as they did in Friday night's 16-9 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers, the 25-year-old covers his mouth.
Sometimes -- such as in the fifth inning, when Blake Perkins homered for the second time in the game (and the second time this season) -- he puts the red webbing of his glove in front of his face. Sometimes -- such as when he plopped the ball into interim manager Miguel Cairo's hand about a minute later -- he identifies the top of his jersey as a spot to hide how he truly feels about his performance.
The pitching staff combined to allow 25 hits to the team with the best record in baseball, the most the Nationals have conceded in a game since they arrived in Washington in 2005. Parker allowed 12 of those hits, and eight runs, as he was knocked out of the game before he could record an out in the fifth. Upon his exit, Parker glanced toward right field. The scoreboard displayed his ERA as 5.35. In late April, it was 1.39.
Often, it has been the product of one bad inning. This time, it was a five-run third.
"Those innings suck," Parker said. "I wouldn't wish those on anyone. I've been out there for enough of them now to know that they suck, and it doesn't make it suck any less to know we're hopefully going to cruise afterward."
"Got to figure out how he can keep his composure," Cairo said. "He's got to keep making pitches and keep positive. He's got to keep his mind on what he's got to do that inning, then just go from there."

Daylen Lile was one of the few bright spots for the Nationals. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images)


The Brewers' motivations over the next two months are clear. They have a division to win, then a checkered postseason history to overcome. After another deadline sell-off, the Nationals have different incentives: Almost every player on the roster has two months left to audition for a spot in the organization's future. That includes Parker.
His audition didn't start as he hoped. He has struggled to dig himself out of innings that spiral, such as when he allowed four straight singles to open the third, then conceded back-to-back doubles to the bottom of a deep Brewers lineup that Cairo called "a pain in the butt," accounting for a five-run frame. He has worked with a fastball that opponents have no trouble putting into play, and his secondary stuff also has been ineffective.
"Still owe it to everyone here in the clubhouse to go out there for as many innings as possible," Parker said. "And at the very least, if we're going to have the bad inning, see if I can save some arms or anything like that."
The relievers who followed didn't fare much better. Jackson Rutledge allowed another run. Ryan Loutos conceded five, three of which were earned. Andry Lara allowed two more runs to cross. Still, because the Nationals (44-65) sold at the deadline for the fifth straight year, these players are likely to continue to get chances.
"There's plenty of opportunity," outfielder Daylen Lile said. "We got two months left. All we've got to do is stay behind each other, keep competing and just give it our best every day. Give it 110 percent and know that we can look ourselves in the mirror and say we gave it our all."
"It's going to be a chance for new pitchers to show what they have, if they belong in the big leagues," Cairo said.
None of the 10 prospects whom the Nationals acquired at the trade deadline have arrived in Washington, which meant Friday brought six new locker assignments and a whole lot of reintroductions. Before the game, the Nationals recalled outfielder Robert Hassell III and pitchers Orlando Ribalta, Loutos and Shinnosuke Ogasawara from Class AAA Rochester. Cairo said Ogasawara will pitch out of the bullpen for now; the rotation spot of Michael Soroka, traded Wednesday to the Cubs, doesn't come up again for at least four days.
When asked who the closer would be before the game, Cairo grinned. "You will see tonight who it's going to be," he said. "Hopefully, you guys find out today."
That opportunity never came close to materializing.
Friday wasn't without positives. Lile wore a sinker on his forearm in the fourth, then ripped an RBI triple in the sixth. CJ Abrams went 3 for 5 with a lot of loud contact as he tried to build on his stellar first four months (especially after the debacle of last year's final two months). Right-hander Zach Brzykcy, whom the team hopes will become a high-leverage arm, pitched a clean sixth inning, the Brewers (65-44) whiffing at a fastball he reworked at Rochester. In the eighth, Hassell doubled with his first swing back in the majors. The home team put up five runs in the ninth, which at least got Nationals Park to stir a bit.
But the Nationals spent much of Friday working through the frustrations that come with conceding 16 runs and 25 hits. With his strikeout rate, walk rate and barrel rate heading in the wrong direction, Parker is left to tinker between starts. And without a record-based incentive to pull him early, he's left trying to grit it out in starts such as these.
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NFL
Micah Parsons requests trade from Cowboys as negotiations get nastier 
Disenchanted amid a contract dispute, the four-time Pro Bowl defender details his frustrations and says, "I no longer want to be here."

(Mark J. Terrill/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-02

Micah Parsons, center, speaks with wide receivers CeeDee Lamb, left, and George Pickens at Cowboys training camp Thursday in Oxnard, California. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


The drama surrounding Micah Parsons's contract standoff with the Dallas Cowboys intensified Friday, when the star pass rusher announced that he had asked the team to trade him.
"I no longer want to play for the Dallas Cowboys," Parsons wrote in a note posted on social media. "My trade request has been submitted to [Cowboys executive] Stephen Jones personally."
Parsons, a Pro Bowl selection in each of his four NFL seasons, is the latest Cowboys standout in line for a new deal. Owner Jerry Jones signed wide receiver CeeDee Lamb and quarterback Dak Prescott to lucrative contract extensions in the weeks -- and, in Prescott's case, hours -- leading up to last season.
But Parsons's negotiations have turned particularly contentious. He maintained that the team has attempted to deal directly with him without the involvement of his agent, David Mulugheta.
"I wanted to be here," Parsons wrote Friday. "I did everything I could to show that I wanted to be a Cowboy and wear the star on my helmet. I wanted to play in front of the best fans in sports and make this [America's] team once again. The team my pops and I grew up cheering for way up in Harrisburg, [Pennsylvania].
"Unfortunately I no longer want to be here. I no longer want to be held to [closed-door] negotiations without my agent present. I no longer want shots taken at me for getting injured while laying it on the line for the organization, our fans and my teammates. I no longer want narratives created and spread to the media about me. I had purposely stayed quiet in hopes of getting something done."
The Cowboys declined to comment through a spokesman. Two people with other NFL teams said they believe it's unlikely the Cowboys will trade the 26-year-old, who has amassed 521/2 sacks in his four seasons. He's a two-time all-pro choice and was the NFL's defensive rookie of the year in 2021.
He's entering the fifth-year option season of his rookie contract and is set to make just over $24 million this season, although that figure reportedly could be reduced to $21.3 million if Parsons is considered a defensive end rather than a linebacker. He is eligible for unrestricted free agency next offseason, although the Cowboys could use their franchise player tag on him.
He becomes the second prominent NFL player to request a trade over the past two days, following wide receiver Terry McLaurin on Thursday amid his contract dispute with the Washington Commanders. Pass rusher Trey Hendrickson, who led the NFL with 171/2 sacks last season, remains in a contract dispute with the Cincinnati Bengals after ending his holdout and reporting to training camp without a new deal.
The Pittsburgh Steelers signed pass rusher T.J. Watt last month to a three-year, $123 million extension that includes $108 million in fully guaranteed money. The $41 million average annual value of Watt's extension made him the NFL's highest-paid non-quarterback, surpassing the $40.25 million average of wide receiver Ja'Marr Chase's four-year, $161 million extension with the Bengals and the $40 million average of pass rusher Myles Garrett's four-year, $160 million extension with the Cleveland Browns.
Parsons's next deal could surpass the value of Watt's extension. Jerry Jones has demonstrated a willingness to spend big money on his star players. He signed Lamb to a four-year, $136 million extension last August, ending the wide receiver's holdout. And he made Prescott the NFL's highest-paid player in September by completing a four-year, $240 million extension with the quarterback hours ahead of the team's season opener.
Parsons reported to Cowboys training camp in Oxnard, California, but has not been practicing, originally citing back tightness.
He wrote in Friday's post that he met in March with "Mr. Jones" -- apparently Jerry Jones rather than Stephen -- and "engaged in a back and forth in regards to what I wanted from my contract, but at no point did I believe this was supposed to be a formal negotiation."
Parsons informed Jones that Mulugheta "would reach out, thinking this would get things done," Parsons wrote. But Mulugheta subsequently was told by the Cowboys "the deal was pretty much already done," Parsons wrote.
"My agent of course told him that wasn't the case and also reached out to Stephen Jones," Parsons wrote. "Again the team decided to go silent. At that point we decided we would allow the team to reach out to us whenever they decided they wanted to talk. Yet still not a call, email or text to my agent about starting a negotiation. Up to today the team has not had a single conversation with my agent about a contract. Not one demand has been made by my agent about money, years or anything else."
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Washington Commanders
The Commanders aren't trading Terry McLaurin, but they need to make a deal
With Washington and its star wide receiver at a contract impasse, every day matters, and time is on neither party's side.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-08-02

Terry McLaurin and his agent, Buddy Baker, walk on the field during training camp Sunday. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


So this is now officially a mess, and the utopia that has been the Josh Harris-Adam Peters-Dan Quinn Washington Commanders is facing unflattering scrutiny for the first time. Terry McLaurin -- ace wide receiver, model citizen -- has requested a trade. Think back to January, when McLaurin was such a star in the Commanders' romp through the NFC playoffs. The player who produced such a combination of athletic achievement and pure joy would end up in a pay-me-or-trade-me spat? Unfathomable.
But let's exhale and deal with the following reality: The Commanders aren't going to trade their best receiver. They're going to pay him. Not what he wants, apparently, because if they did, he would be in a helmet and pads at training camp rather than emerging only to sign autographs after practice. They'll either pay him what remains on his current contract or give him the extension he's seeking at a price more to their liking. The bet here remains on the latter.
Which doesn't mean this is easy. If McLaurin is adamant that his new deal be worth "considerably more" than what Pittsburgh gave DK Metcalf -- as ESPN's Adam Schefter reported -- then the impasse likely will push toward the Sept. 7 season opener. Metcalf's four-year, $132 million deal, which includes just $60 million in guaranteed money, makes him the fourth-highest-paid receiver in the NFL based on average annual value.
Would "considerably more" be an AAV of $34 million or $35 million? Because that would put McLaurin either tied with or ahead of Dallas's CeeDee Lamb as the third-highest-paid wideout in the league. As productive and patient as McLaurin has been, no one's rankings of NFL receivers goes "1. Ja'Marr Chase; 2. Justin Jefferson; 3. Terry McLaurin." Even McLaurin, coming off his fifth straight 1,000-yard season with a career-high 13 touchdowns, has to concede that much.
So the trade request feels like a threat from a disgruntled player. Really, given that he already tried holding out of training camp and now is there but not practicing, it's the only bit of leverage McLaurin has. And it's not much.
Take a potential trade off the table for the following reason: What team is going to give up a package of draft picks and/or players that would satisfy the Commanders -- who are clearly in win-now mode -- and then provide McLaurin a contract the rest of the league would consider an overpay? That ain't happening.
McLaurin's remaining leverage, then, would be to blame the "ankle injury" he's using as an excuse not to practice -- he's on the physically unable to perform list -- to miss games with pay once the season begins. What would his endgame be there? Receive the $15.5 million he's due this year and potentially go to free agency as a soon-to-be 31-year-old who morphed from team-first leader to selfish problem child who hasn't caught a pass in more than a year? Good luck with that.
What is most likely to happen: McLaurin will accept a deal that isn't what he sought but still makes him a very rich man and properly rewards him for his position in the locker room, with the franchise and in the league, and we'll turn back to how he'll work with quarterback Jayden Daniels and some new toys in the dynamic offense of coordinator Kliff Kingsbury.
About that part: It's important that McLaurin's squabble didn't come during Daniels's rookie season. A year ago, the quarterback and his top receiver needed as many reps as possible during training camp. Now, they have a full season as a body of work together. The familiarity and chemistry are there.
But don't take that to mean McLaurin missing the first week and a half, or more, of camp is unimportant. It matters. Daniels hasn't seen how defenses react when they have to cover McLaurin on the outside along with new addition Deebo Samuel coming out of the slot. If the first time he has his full arsenal is, say, the week entering the opener against the New York Giants -- well, that's a problem. Plus, a full season together isn't seven or eight seasons together. Daniels and McLaurin aren't exactly Joe Montana and Jerry Rice or Peyton Manning and Marvin Harrison. More reps together -- with all the new pieces in the offense -- would help.
What stinks most about all of this, though, is the effect on the vibe around the Commanders. Harris's ownership has, to this point, been some combination of steady and exciting. Peters, Harris's handpicked general manager, received high marks for overhauling a threadbare roster and building a contender on the fly. Quinn, the backward-hat coach, has provided leadership and empowerment to his players and his coaches. This confrontation with a universally respected player makes all of that wobble -- even slightly -- for the first time.
But as adversarial as it is currently, it's unlikely to make even a small blip in the locker room when and if McLaurin returns to practice. Players want their peers to get what they deserve, and they quickly become educated on the business side of the sport. McLaurin's absence is real and impactful on the franchise's preparation for its most anticipated season in a generation. But when he's back at full go, he's not going to face a room full of side-eyed glances. The Commanders will smile broadly, welcome him back, and say, "Let's go."
Trade demand? It's a ploy, that's all. The franchise McLaurin plays for this season will be the only franchise he has ever played for. That might not be for the terms he's seeking, which is too bad for him. But it will be on terms with which the team is comfortable. Grown-ups now run the Commanders, and grown-ups are neither going to trade Terry McLaurin nor overpay him. It says here they will make a deal. What's important is when, because the threat of this situation having an impact on the season is now real, and it gets worse every day.
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NFL
Another Super Bowl run seems like a long shot for the aging 49ers
Brock Purdy and a group of older (and often injured) stars like Christian McCaffrey, Trent Williams and Nick Bosa are hoping for better luck after a disastrous 2024.

(Jeff Chiu/AP)


By Jason La Canfora | 2025-08-02

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy signed a new contract that will pay him $182,550,000 in guaranteed money. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


Four teams ranked in the NFL's top 11 last season in yards generated per play and yards allowed. Three of those teams made the playoffs, including the Super Bowl champion, while the fourth finished last in the NFC West and managed to win just one more game than the New Orleans Saints and the Carolina Panthers.
It was that kind of year for the San Francisco 49ers, whose 2024 season was marred by contract battles, bad vibes and a nasty hangover after a Super Bowl loss. The 6-11 record was an unmitigated failure, in no way commensurate with the Philadelphia Eagles, Baltimore Ravens and Green Bay Packers teams with which they shared that top-11 distinction. (San Francisco was second in offensive yards per play and seventh on defense, just fractionally outside the top five.) Much of what dogged the 49ers was not so easily quantified -- churning through yet another defensive coordinator (after Steve Wilks was scapegoated for their Super Bowl defeat in overtime), aging and/or oft-injured veterans suffering setbacks (Christian McCaffrey, Trent Williams, Nick Bosa and the now-departed Deebo Samuel) and the worst special teams in the league.
For as jarring as that campaign was, it was not exactly unpredictable. About a year ago in this space, no shortage of executives and coaches said they smelled an ugly season coming. So it only made sense to double back with many of them now, with Samuel gone, fellow starting receiver Brandon Aiyuk out indefinitely with a serious injury and "Mr. Irrelevant" Brock Purdy now a $53 million-per-year quarterback. With this team another year older -- and with McCaffrey, Williams and Bosa as integral as ever to its success -- it's fair to wonder if this iteration of the 49ers has already seen its Lombardi Trophy window get slammed shut.
"If you're trying to say the 49ers won't be really good, you weren't really watching last year," said one NFL head coach who faces them this season and spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid publicly discussing an opponent. "Even with all the injuries last season, that was still a highly efficient offense. They had problems [in the secondary], and they couldn't get off the field on third down. ... But [new defensive coordinator] Robert Saleh is going to bring the energy back on that side of the ball. They have to stay healthy, I agree, and they have some key guys who have a history there, but if they keep the running back and left tackle and pass rusher healthy, they're going to be tough to beat."
Not everyone was so bullish.
"They've gone through some of the stuff we have, letting some guys move on and still trying to win," said one NFL general manager, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he is precluded from publicly commenting about players on other teams. "Now that they've paid Purdy, that obviously impacts their flexibility to rebuild that roster on the fly. I'm not buying that McCaffrey is going to stay healthy. We've seen that before, and their age and health are real question marks. I mean, you can say that about every team -- it's football -- but it's really true here. I think the Rams are better than them -- I really do -- and it's a toss-up for me between Seattle and San Francisco after that. This is going to be a real jump up for Purdy, and that's not a great offensive line, and they might end up regretting the size of that contract the way Miami does with Tua [Tagovailoa]."
For all of their yardage -- the 49ers were fourth in yards per passing attempt and seventh in yards per rush despite McCaffrey's absence -- they could not translate it into points. They were a middling third-down and red-zone offense and ranked just 13th in offensive points per game, not the usual heady domain of a Kyle Shanahan-orchestrated production. Defensively, they were far worse: They ranked 24th on third down and 31st in the red zone, and when coupled with horrible special teams, that meant any real hope of a Super Bowl return seemed lost by midseason.
It remains to be seen whether their secondary is more than pedestrian, and it seems like a long time since DeForest Buckner was providing elite interior defensive tackle play. Second-round pick Alfred Collins may have to make an impact sooner rather than later, and Bosa seems to be following the career arc of his older brother, Joey, as he hits his age-28 season, with rapidly declining sack numbers over the past two seasons (and half as many quarterback hits in 2024 as in 2022).

San Francisco 49ers General Manager John Lynch (left) and Coach Kyle Shanahan (center) brought Robert Saleh back to be defensive coordinator. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


"Do I think Bosa is the same guy he was in 2022?" repeated a longtime scout who advanced the 49ers last season and has watched them closely but is not allowed to publicly comment on his reports. Then came a prolonged pause. "No, I don't think he's the same guy. You still have to account for him and his energy and effort and all of that, but last year I saw a few things that made me wonder a little bit. Any time you get paid like that, and with the way that family is wired and jacked up, you do start to wonder if his body might start to betray him like it did for his older brother."
Scouts and execs still rave about the 49ers' linebackers, and no one could deny that this defense was ferocious when Saleh ran it before leaving for a star-crossed stint as coach of the New York Jets. They could make strides defensively, but the margin for error on offense -- without Samuel and Aiyuk and with Williams (arguably the best left tackle of his era) perhaps on borrowed time -- shrinks.
No one will be parsing Purdy's productivity anymore based on his previous draft status, and the weight of expectations should never be easily dismissed. Regardless of what you think of this bunch, projecting another Super Bowl run seems quite the stretch. And if Shanahan is to meet his coaching manifest destiny and win a title like his dad, it's probably going to take more than the stopgap roster measures undertaken this offseason to get there.
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NFL
NFL is finalizing a deal to take a stake in ESPN, hand over RedZone
The Disney-owned network would receive RedZone and NFL Network if the deal is completed.

(Kamil Krzaczynski/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-02

ESPN is close to completing its long-awaited deal with the NFL involving league media properties. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AP)


The NFL and ESPN are finalizing their long-awaited deal by which the Disney-owned sports network would receive league media properties, including NFL Network and RedZone, and the NFL is expected to receive an equity stake in ESPN, according to two people with knowledge of the deliberations.
Barring any last-minute complications, the deal could be officially completed and announced as soon as next week, according to those people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because no agreement has been announced. The Walt Disney Company is scheduled to announce its quarterly earnings Wednesday.
The NFL and ESPN declined to comment.
The Athletic reported earlier Friday that the two sides have agreed to the deal.
Those familiar with the deal described it as highly complex and said the remaining issues involved legal considerations related to governmental approvals. They characterized the deal as all but completed, with the finishing touches being applied.
ESPN would add to its inventory of regular season games by getting those carried by NFL Network. The addition of RedZone, which allows viewers to watch key plays from Sunday afternoon games, was considered a key component of the deal, according to the people with knowledge of the negotiations.
CNBC reported last month that the deal would involve the NFL taking an equity stake of up to 10 percent in ESPN. It was not clear Friday exactly how large that stake will be. The deal comes as ESPN prepares to launch a direct-to-consumer streaming service.
ESPN already holds the broadcast rights to the NFL's "Monday Night Football" package. Disney pays the NFL about $2.7 billion per year for the Monday night package. ESPN and Disney-owned ABC have the broadcast rights to two Super Bowls, the first at the conclusion of the 2026 season.
The NFL announced a set of broadcasting and streaming deals in March 2021 worth more than $110 billion in rights fees over 11 years.
The NFL's team owners previously were alerted that the league might schedule a special owners meeting in August, apparently related to the potential deal with ESPN. It was not clear Friday whether such a meeting will take place.
It would be the third straight year in which the NFL held a special owners meeting in July or August. The owners voted at a July 2023 meeting to approve the $6.05 billion sale of the Washington Commanders from Daniel Snyder to a group led by private equity investor Josh Harris. They voted at a meeting last August to ratify a measure to allow private equity funds to purchase minority ownership stakes in NFL franchises.
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MLB
MLB trade deadline winners and losers: Mariners go big, Red Sox go small
After a frenetic trade deadline came and went, let's take stock of who maximized their World Series chances and who could have done more (or less).

(John Froschauer/AP)


By Chelsea Janes | 2025-08-02
A satisfyingly frenetic MLB trade deadline came and went Thursday night, complete with as many jaw-dropping deals as head-scratchers. And while the next morning is far too soon to accurately discern which teams truly improved their World Series chances and who will regret parting with which prospects, it is not too soon to say which teams will feel better on Friday than they did a few days earlier. So with "better on paper" as the arbitrary standard, here are this year's trade deadline winners and losers.
After years of fans begging for an all-in deadline complete with multiple offensive reinforcements, top baseball executive Jerry Dipoto and Mariners ownership finally delivered, acquiring Josh Naylor and former Mariners favorite Eugenio Suarez from the Arizona Diamondbacks to give Seattle its most complete lineup in years without surrendering any of its prized pitching. As roster improvements go, those moves were substantial.
As vibe shifts go, they were unparalleled: Seattle Sports Radio 710 reported the Mariners held their team plane for Suarez on Wednesday night without telling their players, who found out only when a commotion in the front of the plane turned out to be the affable Suarez greeting old friends just in time for a flight back to Seattle. And in their first game with Suarez in the lineup, the Mariners shut out the Texas Rangers, 6-0, on Thursday night.
The Mets and Yankees came into this trade deadline with reason to target starting pitching. Neither of them got any. And yet, as August begins, both look as well prepared for a postseason run as ever because they pivoted in the same direction: toward the bullpen.
The Mets' bullpen remake was a slow crescendo, starting with lefty Gregory Soto from the Baltimore Orioles last week, moving to submariner Tyler Rogers of the San Francisco Giants on Wednesday afternoon, then peaking with the acquisition of closer Ryan Helsley from the St. Louis Cardinals on Wednesday night. Those three relievers suddenly give the Mets one of the deepest relief corps around, with Helsley probably setting up Edwin Diaz, leaving Ryne Stanek and Reed Garrett to put out fires in earlier innings if the starters fall short.
The Yankees' bullpen remake was more of a sudden salvo, beginning Thursday afternoon with the loud acquisition of former Pittsburgh Pirates closer David Bednar, continuing with a trade for Colorado Rockies right-hander Jake Bird and ending with a bang within 30 minutes of the deadline when they finalized a deal for former San Francisco Giants closer Camilo Doval. Paired with a steadying Devin Williams and still-steady Luke Weaver, the incoming arms should help the Yankees shorten games as few other teams can -- and they will be able to do so beyond this year, too. Unlike Helsley and Rogers with the Mets, Bednar, Bird and Doval are all under contract beyond this season.
The Phillies had two needs -- and really only two needs -- entering the trade deadline: a closer and a right-handed outfield bat. In typical Dave Dombrowski fashion, they got them both, wiped their hands and then turned their eyes toward another World Series push.
In need of that closer, Dombrowski chased and acquired the best option available, former Minnesota Twin Jhoan Duran, who throws as hard as anybody and is under contract through 2027. As for that bat, Dombrowski did not overreach but nevertheless met the need, trading again with Minnesota for Harrison Bader, a stellar outfield defender who is having a nice season offensively. Neither deal cost Dombrowski the prospects he wanted to hold, and the Phillies are as well equipped as anyone for October.

Jhoan Duran is set to become the new closer for the Philadelphia Phillies. (Eric Thayer/AP) 


After the Rafael Devers trade in June threatened to send them spiraling into chaos, the Red Sox played themselves into deadline buyers with a strong summer stretch. Entering the deadline, they seemed to be a slugging first baseman, a starter and a reliever or two away from really making a run.
For some reason, they only traded for two of those things. They did not operate at the top of the market for either, acquiring right-hander Dustin May from the Los Angeles Dodgers -- for the significant price of prospect James Tibbs III, a player they got for Devers -- and versatile lefty Steven Matz from the Cardinals for Blaze Jordan, a first base prospect who has an OPS of .872 across Class AA and AAA this year.
The Twins entered this season expecting to contend. By the end of the day Thursday, they had traded 10 -- TEN! -- players off their 26-man roster in a teardown so complete it felt extreme. The headliner was the sale of infielder Carlos Correa back to the Houston Astros in a deal that not only gave up on an experiment the Twins hoped would change their trajectory but also cost them more than $30 million in contract payments on behalf of another franchise -- something the stingy Twins can ill-afford but could better afford after selling half their roster.
Perhaps the fire sale will clean the financial slate for a potential new owner, which Commissioner Rob Manfred said at the All-Star Game last month will be in place for Minnesota soon. But in the meantime, Byron Buxton, Royce Lewis, Joe Ryan and the once-promising Twins are left to sort through the rubble.

The Minnesota Twins sent infielder Carlos Correa back to the Houston Astros, the team with which he started his career. (Craig Lassig/AP) 


Again, this soon after the trade deadline, evaluating teams on anything but vibes is premature. But when it comes to vibes, the Cubs had a chance to go all-in on a high-achieving roster after years of relative caution. They didn't.
Days after giving President of Baseball Operations Jed Hoyer a multiyear extension, the Cubs traded for reliever Andrew Kittredge, starter Michael Soroka and utility man Willi Castro. They did not trade for the impact starter they needed, though in fairness, many teams that hunted starters found themselves unwilling to pay market price by day's end. And they did not trade for an impact third baseman or a fate-altering reliever, though those were available. The Cubs got sturdier, but they did not signal they are here to win it all -- and in what might be star outfielder Kyle Tucker's only year with the franchise, taking a chance to win it all made some sense.
Someday in the future, the San Diego Padres trading top prospect Leo De Vries to the Athletics in a package for reliever Mason Miller and starter JP Sears might look ridiculous. And maybe, when the payroll bills come in, San Diego will wish it off-loaded starter Dylan Cease and reliever Robert Suarez once it got Miller and Sears, given that the former A's cost far less than the current Padres stars.
But however this plays out, everyone in San Diego and beyond will remember the relentless wheeling and dealing of Preller, who is 10 years into his tenure as the Padres' top baseball executive and still as fearless -- or perhaps insane -- as ever.
With his team chasing the Dodgers in the National League West and not appearing to be as formidable of a challenger to them as it has in past years, Preller did not opt for moderation. Instead, he pried a previously untouchable reliever away from the A's in one of the day's most stunning deals, traded for a catching upgrade from the Kansas City Royals (Freddy Fermin), acquired two legitimate everyday bats from the Orioles (Ryan O'Hearn and Ramon Laureano) and added Milwaukee Brewers left-hander Nestor Cortes to a rotation that can afford to take a chance on a crafty veteran with a track record. Then, when he had enough depth to off-load more expensive stars such as Cease and Suarez, he held on to both.
Now the Padres have one of the most formidable bullpens in the sport, a reinforced rotation and a much better lineup. They are a roster transformed, perhaps enough to make another run at the Dodgers, who did not need much and were quiet at this year's deadline, leaving Preller -- like his counterparts in New York and Philadelphia -- smelling blood.
But no one -- not the Phillies' Dombrowski, not the Mets' David Stearns, not anyone in the history of baseball maybe -- cooks up deals quite like Preller, whose consistent abandon has not yet yielded a title but has never left anyone wondering whether the Padres are trying, either.

Padres General Manager A.J. Preller, right, gave Manager Mike Shildt an overhauled roster to work with for the rest of the season. (Orlando Ramirez/AP) 


Should they have done more to improve?
Toronto Blue Jays, Cincinnati Reds, Milwaukee Brewers, Detroit Tigers
Should they have sold more in a lost season?
Atlanta Braves, Pittsburgh Pirates
What on earth are they doing?
Los Angeles Angels
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D.C. Sports Bog
Mia Hamm and Craig Laughlin among D.C. Sports Hall of Fame's 2025 class
Other honorees in this year's class include Duke basketball stars Alana Beard and Johnny Dawkins and former George Mason men's basketball coach Jim Larranaga.

(Al Messerschmidt/WireImage/Getty Images)


By Scott Allen | 2025-08-02

Mia Hamm is part of the 2025 D.C. Sports Hall of Fame class. (Al Messerschmidt/Getty Images) 


Soccer legend Mia Hamm, Georgetown great Alonzo Mourning and longtime local broadcasters Rich Chvotkin and Craig Laughlin are among the seven people who will be honored as the newest members of the D.C. Sports Hall of Fame during a pregame ceremony at Nationals Park on Sunday. Washington's last Super Bowl-winning squad, which defeated the Buffalo Bills in Minneapolis to cap a dominant 1991 season, will be recognized as a team of distinction.
The other honorees in this year's class include Duke basketball stars Alana Beard and Johnny Dawkins and former George Mason men's basketball coach Jim Larranaga.
Hamm scored 27 goals as a senior at Lake Braddock before helping North Carolina to four national championships. The two-time Olympic gold medalist made her debut for the U.S. women's national team as a 15-year-old forward in 1987 and appeared in four World Cups, winning titles in 1991 and 1999. Hamm, who ranks second in U.S. women's national team history with 158 goals, played three seasons for the Washington Freedom of the Women's United Soccer Association before retiring in 2004.
Mourning starred for John Thompson's Hoyas after leading Chesapeake's Indian River to a Virginia state title in 1987. The 6-foot-10 center was named Big East defensive player of the year three times and was a consensus first team all-American as a senior. He was the No. 2 pick by the Charlotte Hornets in the 1992 NBA draft and was a seven-time all-star during his lengthy pro career. Mourning was inducted to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 2014.
Chvotkin had a courtside seat for Mourning's four years on the Hilltop as the radio voice of Georgetown men's basketball. A Pennsylvania native, Chvotkin moved to D.C. in 1972 to work as a psychologist at Walter Reed Army Hospital. His signature "Hoyas win!" call has been a staple of the airwaves since he began calling Georgetown games in 1974.

Craig Laughlin, left, and Joe Beninati are familiar voices on Capitals' broadcasts. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Laughlin was a fan favorite during his six seasons as a player for the Capitals and made a smooth transition to the broadcast booth in 1990. The craft beer lover, who was sidelined for part of last season after undergoing heart surgery, has served as the Capitals' TV analyst alongside play-by-play man Joe Beninati since 1996.
Beard became the leading scorer in Duke women's basketball history before the Mystics made her the No. 2 pick in the 2004 WNBA draft. She was named to four all-star teams during her time in Washington and later won a WNBA title with the Los Angeles Sparks. Beard is the Mystics' all-time leader in points and steals.

Alana Beard was the No. 2 pick in the 2004 WNBA draft. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


Dawkins earned all-American honors at the District's Mackin Catholic before choosing Duke over Georgetown, Maryland, DePaul, Providence and North Carolina State. He was named the 1986 Naismith national player of the year and played nine seasons in the NBA. He is entering his 10th season as the men's basketball coach at Central Florida.
Larranaga won a school-record 273 games as the men's basketball coach at George Mason from 1997 to 2011. In 2006, he led the Patriots on a memorable run to the Final Four as a No. 11 seed, which included an upset of top-seeded Connecticut in the region final in D.C. George Mason won four CAA regular season titles and three CAA tournament championships and made five NCAA tournament appearances under Larranaga. He led Miami to the Final Four in 2023 and stepped down as the Hurricanes' coach in December.

Jim Larranaga led George Mason to the Final Four in 2006. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


Led by Coach Joe Gibbs, Washington's NFL team went 14-2 in 1991 and steamrolled through the playoffs en route to the franchise's third Super Bowl title. Ten members of the team, which boasted a plus-261 point differential, have been inducted to the D.C. Sports Hall of Fame as individuals.
The D.C. Sports Hall of Fame was established in 1980 but went dormant for about a decade starting around 2001. Nominees for inclusion, as determined by a 14-member selection committee, must have gained prominence in the greater D.C. area through their achievements in professional, collegiate, amateur or high school sports as an athlete, coach, owner, executive, member of the media or contributor. Honorees' names are displayed at Nationals Park.

Washington topped Buffalo in Super Bowl XXVI. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 
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Washington Commanders
At Commanders camp, Terry McLaurin signs everything but a new contract
Amid an ongoing contract dispute, Washington's star wide receiver remains popular among fans, teammates, coaches and even the owner.

Washington Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin interacts with fans Saturday during the team's training camp. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Les Carpenter | 2025-08-02
Washington Commanders practice had ended Saturday morning, but wide receiver Terry McLaurin's contract dispute with the team was still going, which meant it was time for the now daily ritual of his appearance on the field just as the rest of the players were walking off.
Still under contract and 30 years old, McLaurin has little leverage in his battle to be one of the NFL's highest-paid receivers. He has tried holding out from offseason workouts, then from minicamp and finally the first days of training camp, amassing $800,000 in lost bonuses and fines but no big contract extension. For the past week McLaurin has been holding in, skipping the full morning practices because of a vague injury, but attending team meetings.
Two days ago, he asked the team for a trade, a request the team has not granted.
McLaurin remains immensely popular with Commanders fans, who see him as the steady, diligent face of the franchise. And so his grandest moments since returning to the team last weekend have been to walk the perimeter of the field at the end of practice on the days fans are allowed inside, waving to the crowds and signing autographs.
"Normal business," is how Commanders Coach Dan Quinn had called McLaurin's trade demand when asked about it before Saturday's practice. "We understand it."
Quinn all but portrayed the team's wide receiver as a model teammate since coming back. Aside from missing the morning practices, Quinn said, McLaurin does essentially everything else required of a player, including sitting in team meetings and standing near wide receivers coach Bobby Engram during afternoon walk-throughs.
"Players today, they're more aware of contracts and things, maybe, than they used to be," Quinn said. "They recognize that business part happens as well. So the team, we're just rocking and going through practices."
And these days McLaurin rocks the post-practices.
He stepped from the team's headquarters around 10 a.m. Saturday wearing a white cap, white shoes, long black pants and a sleeveless black T-shirt.
Printed in white on the shirt's back was one word: "Team."
He walked across an empty field, past rows of fans chanting his name and toward the team's principal owner Josh Harris. The two men shook hands and spoke for several minutes. They smiled and laughed, and then McLaurin moved toward the main practice field where a few of his teammates lingered. For nearly a half-hour, he talked with players, coaches and a few fans before heading back toward the facility to a corral of spectators that has become his special autograph signing station.

McLaurin gets a pat on the back from team president Mark Clouse after Saturday's practice. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


Each day since his return, McLaurin has stopped here to sign footballs, pictures and trading cards held by pleading children leaning against a metal railing. Last Saturday, on his first day back, several adults pushed past the children asking for their own autographs, pinning the kids against the railings to the horror of camp security guards. So the club built a separate space in the front of the corral for the children and a separate pen a few feet back for the parents.
When  McLaurin first stopped here to sign last Saturday, the move felt spontaneous. Now it's become a choreographed process with  security men in yellow shirts and team officials surrounding him as he moves methodically through the line of children. If the Commanders don't think McLaurin's 460 catches, 6,379 receiving yards and 38 touchdowns over six seasons warrants compensation similar to the Steelers' DK Metcalf, then maybe being the team's autograph ambassador will.
One by one, children approached with wide eyes and thumping hearts asking McLaurin for his signature.
"What's up, boy? How are you?" McLaurin asked a child wearing big black glasses and no older than 5. "Can I sign something for you?"
"Thank you very much," he told another kid after handing back a signed football.
"How old are you?" he cheerfully asked another, "Thirteen! Wow."
A mother quickly ushered three young children in Commanders jerseys to line against the railing, posing for a picture with McLaurin.
"Say cheese," McLaurin said, a wide grin spread across his face.
He signed everything thrust before him even when it was clear the perfect condition trading card held in a young girl's hand was for her father somewhere behind. He signed the cap of a man who pleaded for the autograph despite the unspoken no-adult autograph policy. He chuckled and signed the back of a shirt of a toddler fast asleep in his father's arms.
It seemed the only thing he didn't sign was a contract extension. He also wouldn't talk about that or his trade demand, relying on lurking team officials to deflect those questions from waiting reporters.
He had been signing autographs for 28 minutes when the last child finally walked away with a smile.
"I might cry," McLaurin said to seemingly no one.
Then, having pulled his last lever for another day in a strange contract dispute, McLaurin turned and walked up a hill toward the team facility to continue his hold-in, slowly disappearing until all you could see was the back of a man wearing a sleeveless T-shirt emblazoned with the word "Team."

Commanders owner Josh Harris, left, watches McLaurin walk to the field at the end of practice. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(Kin Cheung/AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-02
MLB 
2:15 p.m. Baltimore at Chicago Cubs >>> MASN2, Fox Sports 1, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM) 
4 p.m. Milwaukee at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM) 
7:15 p.m. Speedway Classic: Atlanta vs. Cincinnati >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45) 
10:30 p.m. St. Louis at San Diego >>> MLB Network (joined in progress) 
WNBA 
3 p.m. Minnesota at Las Vegas >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2) 
NFL 
1 p.m. Hall of Fame induction ceremony >>> ESPN, NFL Network 
AUTO RACING
6:30 a.m. Formula One: Hungarian Grand Prix, practice >>> ESPNU 
10 a.m. Formula One: Hungarian Grand Prix, qualifying >>> ESPN2 
4:30 p.m. NASCAR Xfinity Series: Hy-Vee Perks 250 >>> WDCW (Ch. 50), WNUV (Ch. 54) 
GOLF 
7 a.m. Women's British Open, third round >>> USA Network 
Noon Women's British Open, third round >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11) 
1 p.m. PGA Tour: Wyndham Championship, third round >>> Golf Channel 
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Wyndham Championship, third round >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13) 
6 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Utah Championship, third round >>> Golf Channel 
SOCCER
10 a.m. English League Two: Fleetwood Town at Barnet >>> CBS Sports Network 
11:30 a.m. Polish Ekstraklasa: Katowice at Widzew Lodz >>> BeIN Sports 
12:30 p.m. Scottish Premiership: Rangers at Motherwell >>> CBS Sports Network 
2:15 p.m. Polish Ekstraklasa: Gornik Zabrze at Lech Poznan >>> BeIN Sports 
5 p.m. Women's Copa America, final: Colombia vs. Brazil >>> Fox Sports 1 
7 p.m. Canadian Premier League: Valour at Forge >>> Fox Sports 2
7:30 p.m. NWSL: San Diego at North Carolina >>> Ion 
9 p.m. Leagues Cup, group stage: Minnesota United vs. Club America >>> Fox Sports 1 
10 p.m. NWSL: Houston at Bay FC >>> Ion 
11 p.m. Leagues Cup, group stage: Queretaro at Portland >>> Fox Sports 1 
TENNIS
12:30 p.m. ATP/WTA: National Bank Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel 
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
7 p.m. Canadian Football League: Saskatchewan at Montreal >>> CBS Sports Network 
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
6 p.m. UFC Fight Night: prelims >>> ESPN 
9 p.m. UFC Fight Night: Tatsuro Taira vs. HyunSung Park >>> ESPN 
HORSE RACING
3 p.m. Whitney Stakes >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45) Professional lacrosse 
1 p.m. Premier Lacrosse League: New York at Denver >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2) 
PROFESSIONAL SOFTBALL 
2 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Ocasio vs. Team Kilfoyl; Team Lorenz vs. Team Corrick >>> ESPN2 
TRACK AND FIELD 
4 p.m. U.S. Track & Field outdoor and para national championships >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11) (joined in progress) 
BASKETBALL
1 p.m. Big3, Week 8 >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13) 
3:30 p.m. Big3, Week 8 >>> Vice
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NBA
Lakers, Luka Doncic enter next era with 3-year max contract extension
The $165 million deal makes the Slovenian guard the pillar of Los Angeles's future as the LeBron James era winds down.

Luka Doncic is staying with the Los Angeles Lakers for the long term. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


By Ben Golliver | 2025-08-02
LOS ANGELES -- The Los Angeles Lakers signed Luka Doncic to a three-year contract extension worth $165 million, solidifying the Slovenian guard as the franchise's centerpiece six months after acquiring him from the Dallas Mavericks in a blockbuster trade, people with knowledge of the deal's terms confirmed Saturday.
The long-anticipated pact, which runs through the 2028-29 season and includes a player option on the final season, followed a busy week for Doncic, who touted his slimmed-down physique in a "Men's Health" cover story and NBC's "The Today Show" while also attending promotional events for his sneakers in New York City and Chicago.
"This is an amazing organization, and I truly believe in what we're building together," Doncic said in a statement announcing the extension. "I'm going to keep working as hard as I can to bring another championship to Los Angeles and to make Laker Nation proud. This is just the beginning. I'm excited for what's ahead and to keep building something special with this team."
Doncic, 26, landed with the Lakers in February after spending the first six-plus seasons of his NBA career with the Mavericks. While the five-time all-star partnered with LeBron James to help Los Angeles claim the Western Conference's No. 3 seed in the playoffs with a 50-32 record, the Lakers were eliminated by the Minnesota Timberwolves in the first round.
In the wake of that defeat, Lakers Coach JJ Redick said his team must "get in championship shape" to make deeper playoff runs. Doncic, who faced questions about his weight and conditioning in Dallas, said in April he was "exhausted" by the whirlwind season. Doncic told Men's Health in July that he had spent a month away from the court this offseason to recover from the strenuous campaign and strengthen his body, noting that "my whole body looks better" as he prepares to lead Slovenia in the EuroBasket tournament later this month.
Before being traded to the Lakers, Doncic was on track to be eligible for a five-year, $345 million extension with the Mavericks. However, Dallas opted to swap Doncic for center Anthony Davis, guard Max Christie and a first-round pick rather than reach a long-term agreement with a fan favorite who had led the Mavericks to the 2024 NBA Finals.
Facing significant criticism for the trade, Mavericks General Manager Nico Harrison explained his rationale by repeatedly saying "defense wins championships." Multiple reports indicated that Dallas, which fell out of the playoff picture without Doncic, was concerned about his weight and injury issues, which included a calf strain he suffered last Christmas.
The Mavericks "probably saw" the Men's Health cover, Doncic said during an interview with the YES Network this week. "I don't have to worry about that."
The Lakers' willingness to extend Doncic signals their faith in his efforts and their plans to position him as the eventual superstar heir to the 40-year-old James. Doncic's arrival in Los Angeles sparked a wave of excitement this spring, and the showy playmaker finished the season ranked No. 1 leaguewide in jersey sales.
Doncic's extension is the first major move for the Lakers since longtime owner Jeanie Buss agreed to sell a majority stake of the glamour franchise to Los Angeles Dodgers owner Mark Walter in June at a $10 billion valuation. If Doncic were to opt out of this contract following his 10th NBA season in 2028, he would be eligible to sign a five-year contract with the Lakers projected to top $400 million.
"Luka Doncic's future is with the Los Angeles Lakers," Lakers General Manager Rob Pelinka said in a statement. "From the moment Luka became a Laker, there was an immediate connection and admiration between Luka and our fan base. You can feel it in your spirit when you attend a Lakers game. ... Luka will lead our franchise to pursue future championships, a goal that will forever define the Lakers."
Earlier this summer, James picked up his $52.6 million option for next season after the Lakers did not offer the four-time MVP an extension. Though James is set to become the first player in NBA history to play in his 23rd season this fall, he hasn't yet given a firm indication about his plans or retirement timeline.
With Doncic secured on a long-term deal and James on track to be an unrestricted free agent next summer, the Lakers have positioned themselves to have greater flexibility to rework their roster around Doncic in the coming years.
"We understand the difficulty in winning now while preparing for the future," said Rich Paul, James's agent, in a June statement to ESPN, which has prompted weeks of speculation about James's future with the Lakers. "We do want to evaluate what's best for LeBron at this stage in his life and career."
Doncic averaged 28.2 points, 8.2 rebounds and 7.7 assists per game last season, but the Lakers came up short in the playoffs, in part because of their limited center options and lack of depth following their midseason shake-up.
The Lakers sought to fill some of their roster holes by signing center Deandre Ayton, guard Marcus Smart and forward Jake LaRavia this summer. Despite losing forward Dorian Finney-Smith to the Houston Rockets in free agency, Los Angeles is expected to enter next season as one of the top threats to the reigning champion Oklahoma City Thunder in the Western Conference.
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Tech
Napster reunion spotlights a giant leap in tech company rule-breaking 
Once seen as a cautionary tale of Silicon Valley recklessness, Napster pioneered a damn-the-torpedoes approach since perfected by Airbnb, Uber and some AI giants. 

The Napster slogan "Thanks for sharing" at a 25th anniversary company reunion in San Francisco on Saturday. (Photos by Joseph Menn/The Washington Post)


By Joseph Menn | 2025-08-02
SAN FRANCISCO -- Twenty-five years after Napster delighted music fans and terrified the entertainment industry by delivering millions of songs free to anyone, the people behind the short-lived but revolutionary start-up gathered last week to reminisce and consider the unexpected legacies of one of the dot-com boom's signal ventures.
Its trajectory was brief but glorious. Napster was founded in 1999 and sued by the record industry that December. It grew explosively in 2000 during court proceedings and drew 85 million registered users before it was forced to shut down in mid-2001. By then, the music industry had been permanently changed, with the long-dominant record labels weakened and a new balance struck between content and technology.
Headlining last Saturday night's reunion at a music venue a block from San Francisco's tony Union Square was Shawn Fanning, who wrote most of Napster's code. Even more than Steve Jobs, then just beginning his comeback as Apple CEO, Fanning made programming cool to the first generation with internet ubiquity. He graced the cover of Time magazine before he turned 20.
Napster connected consumers to one another's music stored in the MP3 audio coding format. Record labels decried the approach as facilitating the greatest theft of copyrighted work in history. Yet Napster forced the entertainment industry to put its material online on reasonable terms. By 2003, Apple's iTunes store was selling 99-cent singles, fueling the iPod sales that prefigured the iPhone. Spotify joined other music subscriptions services three years later.
While the venture-funded pioneer of peer-to-peer file sharing earned few people much money before it was knocked offline by the courts, Napster inspired successive generations of entrepreneurs to risk flouting the law so they could grow enough to get the laws changed to suit them, including Airbnb and Uber.
"Napster to me embodies the idea that it is better to seek forgiveness than permission," said Mark Lemley, director of Stanford Law School's Program in Law, Science & Technology. "It didn't work out well for Napster or for many of the others who got sued, but it worked out very well for everyone else -- users, and eventually the content industry, too, which is making record profits."
And it presaged the epic battle of tech vs. content, as AI behemoths inhale all forms of written and other entertainment as uncompensated fodder for their products.

Reunion attendees chat onstage in front of a picture of Napster staff 25 years earlier. 


Some reunion-goers still seemed stunned by it all, especially those for whom Napster provided their first tech job.
Lawyer and venture capitalist Hank Barry, Napster's former CEO, recalled famed music executive Quincy Jones asking him whether a particular Dizzy Gillespie track he had sought for years was available over Napster. Amazed that it was, Jones brokered peace talks with the industry, though they didn't work out.
Few claimed they knew how it would play out. At the reunion, engineer Ali Aydar, Napster's first non-founder employee, put up a slide with a text from Fanning saying he was writing software that lets "clients connect and specify mp3's available on their computer...these are added to a searchable database...the same client can also be used to access the files shared."
Aydar, who was seven years older and thought himself wiser than Fanning, responded: "Come on Shawn, nobody is going to share MP3s off their own hard drives!"
So many did, of course, that the mass swapping consumed more than 85 percent of the available bandwidth on some college campuses, leading to bans and angry protests.
"Napster changed the very idea of what the internet was capable of," Aydar said. "Here we are 25 years later, still talking about it."
Aydar and Fanning went on to start less dramatic tech companies. Napster co-founder Sean Parker, embarrassed by its collapse, became Facebook's first president and urged a young Mark Zuckerberg to keep control of his company at all costs. Parker later advised Spotify, and Napster marketing chief Oliver Schusser is now Apple's vice president for music.
Although many users saw Napster as an extension of rock-and-roll rebellion, that was not the company's real plan. First Fanning's majority-owning uncle, and then venture capital firm Hummer Winblad, wanted the start-up to leverage its knowledge of individual music consumers to make lucrative deals with the labels, according to internal documents this reporter found in researching a book on Napster. They warned that if no agreement were reached and Napster failed, more decentralized pirate services would take the audience and offer the labels nothing.
But settlement talks failed. The litigation blitz also took down a Napster competitor called Scour, which a young Travis Kalanick had joined shortly after its founding.
Kalanick later created Uber, dedicated to overthrowing taxi regulations. The ride-hailing service raised far more money than Napster and was more strategic. It rolled out in carefully chosen cities, drummed up local support with low initial fares and got many rules reversed.
Airbnb likewise flouted city rules on short-term rentals, but had money and political savvy, including that brought by former Clinton White House lawyer Chris Lehane. Lehane hired teams that knocked on doors and called thousands of Airbnb hosts, spending millions of dollars to beat a San Francisco ballot measure that would have imposed stricter regulation.

Former Napster engineer Ali Aydar displays a slide with an early text from founder Shawn Fanning. 


Lehane went on to advise Coinbase and lead an effort spending more than $100 million supporting or opposing 2024 federal candidates based on their views on cryptocurrency, playing a big role in reversing Washington's drift toward regulation.
Although the personnel and regulatory landscapes were significantly different for such companies than they were for Napster, the biggest change has been the billions of dollars behind the newer entrants.
With large language models, that difference has compounded again. Now it is Microsoft, Meta, Apple and Google, among the largest companies in the world, bankrolling the consumption of all media.
They, too, have absorbed Napster's lessons in realpolitik, namely to build it first and hope the regulators will either yield or catch up.
Onetime Napster business development executive Chris Phenner, who organized last week's reunion, predicted AI companies will lose some pending lawsuits, such as the New York Times' case against OpenAI and Microsoft, but will ultimately secure saving legislation in a Congress receptive to big spenders. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
Carey Ramos, an attorney who represented music publishers in lawsuits against Napster, agreed.
"Generally, technology prevails," said Ramos, now a partner at law firm Quinn Emanuel. "Whether it's through litigation, legislation, whatever, ultimately copyright is not able to stand in the way of progress. There is a certain logic to that."
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Tech
Tesla found partially liable for fatal 2019 crash, hit with $243 million in damages
The outcome is a stunning rebuke for Tesla, which for years has fought to absolve itself of responsibility when its technology is involved in a crash. 

A Tesla drives past the Wilkie D. Ferguson Jr. U.S. Courthouse in Miami, where a civil trial began in mid-July in which plaintiffs are seeking to hold the electric vehicle maker liable for a fatal accident they blame in part on Tesla's autopilot system. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Trisha Thadani, Francisco Alvarado  | 2025-08-01
A jury found Tesla partially liable for a fatal 2019 crash in Key Largo, Florida, and slapped the company with $243 million in damages, a stunning rebuke for CEO Elon Musk's company, which for years has avoided responsibility when its technology is involved in a crash.
After less than a day of deliberation, the eight-person jury ruled that Tesla's driver assistance technology was partially to blame for enabling the driver, George McGee, to momentarily take his eyes off the road and then failing to warn him the road was ending. McGee's Tesla plowed into a young couple standing off the road, killing 22-year-old Naibel Benavides Leon and gravely injuring her boyfriend, Dillon Angulo.
Along with the $200 in punitive damages, the jury ordered Tesla to pay $43 million of the compensatory damages due to the plaintiffs: $35 million to Benavides's mother, $24 million to her father and $70 million to Angulo. The driver was found to be responsible for two-thirds of the accident, but he will not be required to pay his share of compensatory damages because he was not a defendant in this lawsuit.
The Benavides Leon family and Angulo had earlier sued the driver and reached a settlement. The plaintiffs then sued Tesla in a federal lawsuit in 2024, alleging that the company is to blame because it allowed its technology to operate on a road it was not designed for. Tesla said it was not liable for the crash because the law and its owners' manual state the driver must be in control, no matter the feature engaged.
In his closing argument Thursday, Joel Smith, an attorney representing Tesla, lay the blame for the accident solely on the driver, McGee. "He said he was fishing for his phone," Smith said. "It's a fact. That happens in any car. That isolates the cause. The cause is he dropped his cellphone."
On rebuttal, plaintiff's attorney Brett Schreiber told jurors that Tesla promoted the autopilot feature knowing it increased the likelihood of distracting drivers. Schreiber displayed a 2016 statement by Musk saying the emergency braking feature could detect anything, including an alien spaceship or a hunk of metal in the road.
"In the [Tesla] showroom, it's the greatest car ever made," Schreiber said. "In the courtroom, they say it's a jalopy."
"Tesla knew for years that its product was defective," he added. "Despite that people were using autopilot irresponsibly. This was a case of systematic failure."
Neima Benavides, the deceased's sister, said she was thankful to the jury. "They are a smart group of people," she said, wearing a silver necklace with a small medallion of her sister's fingerprint. "They paid attention for three weeks and they finally held this company accountable for what they did in 2019 and what they are still doing today."
"We never agreed to settle. We never agreed to their conditions. Justice was done," she added.
Angulo, whose injuries forced him to sit on a special pad to follow the proceedings, said: "This was a big moment and we had to ... have courage [to] stand up to someone like this, you know, especially, you know, the richest guy in the world."
Tesla said it planned to appeal. "Today's verdict is wrong and only works to set back automotive safety and jeopardize Tesla's and the entire industry's efforts to develop and implement life-saving technology," the company said in a statement. "Florida law is explicit that punitive damages have been all but eliminated in product liability cases such as this one so we are confident that the punitive damage award at a minimum, and likely this whole verdict, will be overturned by the appellate court."
The outcome is a massive blow to Musk, who has staked the future of his company on fully autonomous driving. Tesla is facing several similar lawsuits across the country that allege the CEO and his company have overstated the capabilities of the technology. Friday's verdict could now open Tesla up to more liability in the future.
"The ruling begins to set the precedence of where liability lands within autonomy, and auto makers are going to be on the hook in a big way," said Gene Munster, a Tesla investor and managing partner at Deepwater Asset Management.
The verdict comes at a particularly vulnerable moment for Tesla, which has been struggling since Musk's controversial foray into politics. The company's sales and profits tanked after Musk joined the Trump administration and led its controversial cost-cutting initiative, the U.S. DOGE Service. The billionaire left the administration after a fiery public fallout with the president over his spending bill -- but Tesla's finances have yet to recover.
Tesla previously faced two California juries in 2023 for alleged defects and was found not liable in both cases. It has also settled at least four such cases out of court that alleged defects with its technology, including one regarding a separate Autopilot-related case just days before the Miami trial was set to begin.
Across the country, in Oakland, California, state regulators are also fighting to remove Tesla's ability to sell vehicles in California over allegations that it dangerously misled drivers to believe its cars could drive themselves without human oversight. That case is ongoing.
In Miami, Tesla faced a highly technical and emotional three-week trial as the Benavides Leon family and Angulo attended nearly every day. The families sat through much of the testimony and attentively listened as attorneys dissected the crucial seconds leading up to the crash. The two sides sparred over whether the company's statements about Autopilot were misleading, whether the company was forthcoming about critical evidence in the case -- and if the crash could have been prevented at all.
The case also tested public sentiment of Musk, a controversial figure known for pushing boundaries and evolving technology out to the public. Last month, Tesla launched its fully autonomous Robotaxi in Austin, despite a lack of federal regulation and clear safety guidelines. Beyond Tesla, Musk's AI chatbot, Grok, came under fire last month after launching into an antisemitic rant.
Several days into the trial, a juror at was dismissed for perceived bias against Musk. The defense said it uncovered a "vitriolic and venomous" tirade against Musk on one of the juror's social media pages, according to a court transcript provided to the Post. In a TikTok post from earlier this year, according to the transcript, the juror states "A good Nazi is a dead one. Do you agree? F-U Elon Musk."
The plaintiffs' attorney rested much of their defense on Musk's statements about Autopilot, which they argue convinced his customers that his technology was more capable than reality. They highlighted statements from the CEO that claim Autopilot has "superhuman" sensors, that autonomous driving is a "solved" problem and that his technology can see any object on the road including "an alien spaceship."
They also argued that Tesla acted recklessly by allowing Autopilot to function on roads it is not designed for. Tesla's decision not to limit the technology to operate only on roads that meet the criteria in its own user manuals was the subject of a 2023 recall by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Still, the defense faced a tough legal battle, as Tesla has extensive warnings in its owners manual and the law indicates that drivers are responsible for the trajectory of the vehicle despite the type of feature engaged. The driver, McGee, told police at the scene that he took his eyes off the road to pick up a dropped cellphone.
McGee said on the witness stand that he wasn't sure if he had heard Musk's comments about the technology and didn't believe they influenced his decision to buy the vehicle. He testified that he knew his Tesla "was not self-driving" and that it was his "job to always be alert as a driver."
He also told the jury that he believed Autopilot would lead him to have an overall "safer drive" by helping him navigate on his long commute and avoid collisions.
"My concept was that it would assist me should I have a failure ... or should I make a mistake," he said. "And in that case I feel like it failed me."
Tesla's defense attorneys grilled both Angulo and Benavides Leon's sister, Neima, about their previous lawsuit against McGee in which they settled over allegations that he operated his vehicle recklessly. The defense also mentioned the boat and home that Angulo purchased since the crash.
Both Neima Benavides and Angulo told the jury that they didn't initially know McGee was using Autopilot when they sued him.
But as time passed, Neima Benavides said they learned there were "two components" in this accident.
"We have the driver," she said. "And we have the car too."
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Tech in Your Life
Google is killing millions of web links to save a few bucks
The company junked its 15-year-old web address format, which will break a deluge of links in academic research, court documents and websites.  

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Shira Ovide | 2025-08-01
There's a moment when you click a compelling link in an online article or product review and -- Ugh. You land on a busted digital page.
Google is about to create a deluge of busted links.
The company announced plans to nuke a decade of online links later this month created with its "link shortener" technology.  Websites, blogs, social media users and book authors had used the "goo.gl" format to create mirror website links that were saved on Google's computers for preservation or other purposes.
Google says people aren't using link shorteners much anymore, which is true. But the company didn't need to cripple the years of existing links scattered across the internet. Google on Friday marginally backtracked from its nuking plan, which may affect up to an estimated 10 million links in total, according to the web information repository Common Crawl Foundation.
Just to pluck a few of those millions: This research paper about self-driving cars has more than 30 Google short links to online data sources. After Aug. 25, clicking those links may lead you nowhere, which makes the paper less useful.
Web links and websites disappear all the time. But Google's planned erasure of millions of links at once demonstrates the risks of putting our personal and collective digital histories in Big Tech's hands.
Google, Apple, Meta and other giants may hold years of photos, emails and posts that mark your milestones and mundanities, and they're de facto archives of the internet age. That makes your memories and our digital history subject to their whims.
In the 2000s, link shorteners like TinyURL and Bitly became internet stars by letting you transform a long web address like this ... https://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/the-tech-friend/
... into a truncated link like: wapo.st/thetechfriend
If you wanted to share a link online or in a printed book, the short versions were easier to read and took up fewer letters in the space constraints that used to exist on sites like Twitter. Short links could also be used to track all clicks to your webpage or sometimes to disguise malicious websites.
Google started its own link shortener in 2009 and it spread like wildfire. The short links created looked like this: goo.gl/Pp01oy
Poking around, I found Google short links that took me to a 2014 article about a soccer player dressed as Santa, a World Bank Group education report and a coffee break receipt for Mexico's national electric company. Many Google short links took me to webpages that don't exist anymore.
(You can explore Google short links in the Internet Archive, a nonprofit library archive for the web.)
Starting in 2018, Google stopped letting people create new goo.gl links but said then that existing ones would be fine. But last year the company decided to switch off the Google short links already online.
In its post Friday, the company said that it would spare what's likely to be a fraction of those short links that were getting clicks as of late last year. Original webpages like the soccer Santa article will be unaffected but most Google links across the web that directed you to webpages like that will stop working.
Links that die aren't necessarily just inconvenient. They can also erode your access to information. The Harvard Law Review a decade ago found that half of the links included in Supreme Court opinions since 1996 no longer worked as originally intended.
Jack Cushman, director of the Library Innovation Lab at Harvard Law School, lamented the loss of the Google links. He said links that refer you to other links are the connective tissue for the internet. "There's no doubt this is a real loss for the web," Cushman said.
Michael L. Nelson, a digital archivist and computer science professor at Old Dominion University, acknowledged Google's explanation that many of the links the company is wiping out are little used.
But he and other internet preservationists say that digital ephemera can have useful nuggets of information -- and it's hard to know what you'd miss when it's gone. You might rarely or never look at a silly old family photo or a 1960s magazine advertisement but it still has value as a glimpse of your life or American history.
If you want to archive your own webpages or web creations, Cushman recommended the internet Archive's "Save Page Now" feature and WebRecorder. For academic journal writers, courts and news organizations, the Library Innovation Lab's Perma.cc service commits to saving a permanent record of web content. (There's a Perma link to the Google founders' academic paper describing their search engine.)
Digital preservationists and internet nerds, including the internet Archive and ArchiveTeam, have been racing to catalogue the goo.gl links before the company nukes them.
Nelson said that he "hated" Google's decision to delete many of its short links. He has joked with friends that "at best this saves Google dozens of dollars."
For context, the company pulls in roughly $245,000 in cash every minute.
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Space
NASA, SpaceX launch a crew of astronauts to space station
NASA and SpaceX successfully launched another crew to the International Space Station on Friday, as the space agency is losing about one-fifth of its workforce.

NASA astronaut Zena Cardman departs the Neil A. Armstrong Operations and Control Building at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida before NASA and SpaceX launch Crew-11 mission to the International Space Station. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/Getty Images)


By Christian Davenport | 2025-08-01
NASA and SpaceX successfully launched another crew to the International Space Station on Friday, a mission that comes as the space agency is losing about one-fifth of its workforce as part of the White House's plan to cut federal spending.
A Falcon 9 rocket lifted off at 11:43 a.m. from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. On board the Dragon spacecraft were NASA astronauts Zena Cardman and Mike Fincke, as well as Japanese astronaut Kimiya Yui and Russian Oleg Platonov. The crew is expected to stay on the orbiting laboratory for six months or more conducting science experiments. The mission was initially scheduled to launch Thursday but was delayed because of weather.
The launch came amid a tumultuous time for NASA, which is losing about 4,000 employees. Leading up to the launch, some space agency officials told The Washington Post that they were concerned about the amount of talent walking out the door and the distractions it was causing.
NASA also has not had a permanent full-time leader since January. President Donald Trump recently tapped Sean P. Duffy to lead the agency on an interim basis after rescinding the nomination of Jared Isaacman, a billionaire entrepreneur and private astronaut. But Duffy is also serving as the secretary of the Transportation Department.
About 300 current and former NASA employees last month signed a letter of "formal dissent" to Duffy. In it, they noted their concerns about cuts to NASA and policies that "have or threaten to waste public resources, compromise human safety, weaken national security and undermine the core NASA mission."
Despite the tumult, NASA officials said that they remain focused on safety and that flying crews is the agency's top priority. "NASA will never compromise on safety," it said in a statement. "Any reductions -- including our current voluntary reduction -- will be designed to protect safety-critical roles."
In a briefing before the launch, Ken Bowersox, the associate administrator for NASA's space operations mission directorate, said that despite the turmoil, NASA and SpaceX have remained focused on the mission. Human spaceflight is a complicated and risky endeavor, he said, from launch to spacecraft separation to docking with the space station.
"There's tremendous stress just in the basic mission," he said. "And so they learn to compartmentalize and focus on their task so that they can make sure that they do what's required so the mission is successful. Our team is really good at that, and it is impressive to watch."
After flying for about 16 hours, the spacecraft is expected to dock with the ISS at 3 a.m. Saturday. The mission is SpaceX's 12th human spaceflight mission to the ISS, since flying NASA astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley in a test flight in 2020.
NASA is still waiting for Boeing, its other provider for crew transportation, to fix the problems that have long plagued its Starliner spacecraft. After a botched mission flying NASA astronauts Suni Williams and Barry "Butch" Wilmore last year, the space agency expects Boeing to fly a test flight without any astronauts on board before allowing the company to fly people again.
That uncrewed mission could come as soon as early next year, NASA has said. If that goes well, Starliner could start flying astronauts by the end of 2026.
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National
Manhunt for man accused of killing 4 in Montana bar enters second day
A manhunt in Montana entered its second day as authorities searched for Michael Paul Brown, 45, suspected of killing four people at the Owl Bar in Anaconda.

Police tape surrounds The Owl Bar in of Anaconda, Montana, on Friday, Aug. 1, 2025, following a fatal shooting. (Joseph Scheller/AP)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-08-02
A manhunt in Montana continued into its second day on Saturday, as federal and local law enforcement searched by land and air for the man they believe shot and killed four people at a small town bar before driving away in a pickup truck.
A bartender and three patrons at the Owl Bar in Anaconda, in rural southwestern Montana, were killed at around 10:30 a.m. on Friday morning, the Montana Department of Justice said. The suspect, who local authorities believe to be armed and dangerous, has been identified as Michael Paul Brown, 45. Officials said that Brown lives right next door to the Owl Bar.
Brown served in the U.S. Army as an armor crewman from January 2001 to May 2005, said Maj. Travis Shaw, a service spokesman. Brown was deployed to Iraq from February 2004 to March 2005 and served in the Montana National Guard from April 2006 to April 2009, Shaw said, leaving the service with the rank of sergeant.
A spokesperson for Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen said Saturday that multiple local, state, and federal agencies are involved in the search, which is still focused on the mountainous area off Stumptown Road, several miles west of the shooting. Local law enforcement was aided by neighboring police as well as agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the FBI. A SWAT team cleared the suspect's house in Anaconda on Friday, according to the sheriff's office in neighboring Granite County said.
On Friday night, outside the Owl Bar, Lee Johnson with the Montana Division of Criminal Investigation said law enforcement had found Brown's car, a white Ford F-150 pickup, that he fled the scene in, but did not find Brown in or around the vehicle. Authorities have identified the four victims in the deadly shooting, but will not release their names until family members have been contacted, Johnson said.
"This is a small tight knit community that has been harmed by the heinous actions of one individual who does not represent what this community or Montanans stand for," he said.
Residents of Anaconda were told to stay in their homes and to call authorities with any information or sightings of Brown.
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National
Montana bar shooting leaves 4 dead as authorities search for suspect
A former U.S. soldier is suspected of killing four people at the Owl Bar in Anaconda, Montana, on Friday morning. 

Police and other emergency personnel are seen after a reported shooting in Anaconda, Montana, on Friday. (Joseph Scheller/AP)


By Gaya Gupta, Bart Schaneman | 2025-08-02
A manhunt is underway for a man authorities believe shot and killed four people at a small-town bar in Montana on Friday morning.
The shooting took place at approximately 10:30 a.m. at the Owl Bar in Anaconda, in the southwestern part of the state, home to fewer than 10,000 residents, the Montana Division of Criminal Investigation said. Local law enforcement identified the suspect, whom they believe to be armed and dangerous, as Michael Paul Brown, 45.
As of 10 p.m. local time Friday, law enforcement was still searching for Brown. At a news conference in front of the Owl Bar, Lee Johnson with the Division of Criminal Investigation said law enforcement had found Brown's white Ford F-150 pickup but not the suspect.
Authorities are searching the mountains near Stumptown Road just west of Anaconda. Residents of Anaconda were told to stay in their homes and on high alert. Brown is 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs about 170 pounds, with blue eyes and brown hair.
Brown served in the Army as an armor crewman from January 2001 to May 2005, said Maj. Travis Shaw, an Army spokesman. He was deployed to Iraq from February 2004 to March 2005 and served in the Montana National Guard from April 2006 to April 2009, Shaw said, leaving the service with the rank of sergeant.
The four victims have been identified, but law enforcement was not releasing their names until family members had been contacted, Johnson said.
The suspect's house in Anaconda was cleared by a SWAT team, the sheriff's office in neighboring Granite County said. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives said its agents in the region are assisting in the investigation.

Law enforcement officers after the shooting in Anaconda, Montana, on Friday. (Joseph Scheller/AP)


Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte (R) said he's "closely monitoring the situation."
"Please join Susan and me in praying for the victims, their loved ones, and the brave law enforcement officers responding to this tragedy," Gianforte wrote on social media.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/08/01/montana-shooting-anaconda-bar-suspect/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
Vast supplies of U.S. aid remain stranded, despite State Department promises
More than 60,000 metric tons of food have languished in warehouses in the United States and around the world -- with expiration dates nearing on some items.

Thousands of metric tons of international food aid languish in a warehouse in Pooler, Georgia, a consequence of the dismantling of the U.S. Agency for International Development. (Stephen B. Morton/For The Washington Post)


By Annie Gowen | 2025-08-02
"DESTROY" stickers were affixed this week to hundreds of cases of U.S.-branded food aid -- 15,000 pounds' worth -- that have languished for months in a Georgia warehouse and then expired before they could be sent overseas to famine-stricken areas like Sudan.
And Mana Nutrition's warehouse holds plenty more of the peanut paste, a crucial element in treating malnutrition. A $50 million supply has been stacked for months in the nonprofit's facility in Pooler, a short drive from Savannah, caught in the chaos as the Trump administration upended foreign aid and never shipped.
The food could still help 60 million people, Mana estimates.
"This is a giant glut," chief operating officer David Todd Harmon said. "All contracted. All bought and paid for. It's just not been picked up."
A State Department memo in late May signaled that more than 60,000 metric tons of commodities were sitting in warehouses in the United States and around the world and that an "urgent" plan would begin to shift some of it. The logjam followed the Trump administration's breakneck dismantling of the U.S. Agency for International Development, slashing more than 80 percent of its programming and laying off all but a tiny fraction of its staffers. The agency's doors officially closed July 1.
Those cuts deeply disrupted a once-robust pipeline that funneled more than $1 billion in commodities and nutritional supplements to crisis zones globally.

Packages of peanut paste, known as "ready to use therapeutic food," or RUTF, at Mana Nutrition's facility. (Stephen B. Morton/For The Washington Post)


Mana's decision to jettison part of its food cache was the third instance in recent weeks in which important nutrition and family planning assistance slated for overseas was marked for destruction. Lawmakers on Capitol Hill, aid groups and activists have voiced outrage, with Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, the ranking Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, calling the situation "indefensible."
"These commodities were purchased by U.S. taxpayers to save lives -- not to sit in warehouses or be incinerated," Shaheen said in a statement.
The State Department memo, obtained by The Washington Post, noted that senior official Jeremy Lewin had approved moving 13,719 metric tons of commodities that "will expire within the next 14 months" and proposed focusing on the items "most at risk of spoilage if not moved in the next month."
The other 47,991 metric tons in warehouses were to be transferred to the department for "continued management and implementation of programs," the memo detailed.
Eleven days ago, the State Department issued a $52 million grant to the U.N. World Food Program -- the key distributor of U.S. food aid overseas -- to ship 12,000 metric tons of fortified cereal, vegetable oil, rice and yellow peas from warehouses in Djibouti and Houston to targets in Africa and Haiti. Gaza is not among them, despite the mass starvation there due to Israel's months-long siege.
A department statement Friday said those supplies had been pre-positioned to draw upon for emerging needs and "were not delayed in delivery to any destination because they were not yet allocated to any specific programs." Even so, an inspector general review of the warehouses is underway because of concerns that commodities may have been spoiled or damaged.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio assured lawmakers in May that no food aid would be wasted, but some of what is shipping out now could take months, not weeks, to reach its destination, aid experts say. That may be too late for people battling extreme hunger in Africa and the Middle East.
"For severely malnourished children in particular, they cannot have one week disruption in feeding, even that is too much for them," said Kathrin Lauer, a 32-year veteran of USAID, who lost her job when her contract was terminated this year. "Even if Secretary Rubio says nobody has died doesn't mean it's true."

A forklift driver unloads pallets of peanut paste at the Mana facility in Georgia. (Stephen B. Morton/For The Washington Post)


In Bangladesh, life for those who depend on such assistance is increasingly dire. Hunger has risen steadily in recent years in a Rohingya refugee camp near Cox's Bazar, where a million people have been trapped since they began fleeing their home country of Myanmar during sectarian violence in 2017. UNICEF has warned that about 15 percent of 500,000 children are already malnourished.
The Trump administration allocated $73 million to the World Food Program earlier this year to stave off drastic cuts that would have halved the refugees' monthly food allotment to just $6. Yet as a monsoon rain thrummed on the top of his camp tent this week, community leader Shamsul Alam was grappling with news that WFP would no longer be giving food vouchers for children under 6 months old. Another initiative that provided $3 a month for fresh vegetables for children from highly vulnerable households would also be discontinued.
"If there are any more cuts in the future, we are going to die here," said Alam, 65, a father of six. In his family, he's particularly worried about his youngest, 1-year-old Ajida. "The international community should just go ahead and kill us if they can't provide enough food."
A skeleton crew of former USAID staffers, now at the State Department, is trying to accelerate food shipments. The effort is complicated by different contracting and payment systems, and the absence of scores of dismissed workers in receiving counties, according to both those who were at the agency and those who today are at the State Department.
In the spring, some career employees began warning that more than 1,000 metric tons of high-energy biscuits in a warehouse in Dubai -- some initially intended for Gaza -- were set to expire in July and September. They say their initial pleas to Lewin, then leading the department's Office of Foreign Assistance, were ignored.
"There was a tremendous amount of effort from career staff to get his attention and his approval for any number of plans to disburse and reprogram those high-energy biscuits, particularly in Sudan," said Sarah Charles, former head of USAID's Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance. "If it was incompetence, there was really, really no excuse for that incompetence, because things were really teed up for him to sign on the dotted line."
In June, Lewin finally signed off on a plan to send 600 metric tons of unexpired biscuits to Syria, Myanmar and Bangladesh, but it was too late for the rest.
Mark Moore, chief executive of Mana Nutrition, said the 585 cases of peanut paste slated to be destroyed this month were overstock that could have been tucked into previous shipments, so "a big part of that is on us." The warehouse manager planned to include them in the next shipment, but that fell through when a new government contract didn't materialize. The boxes then became too dated to ship, the nonprofit said.

Mana Nutrition employee James Holt affixes "DESTROY" labels to U.S.-branded food aid that is now too old to be sent overseas for hunger relief. (Courtesy of James Holt and Mana Nutrition)


Meanwhile, 400,000 cases of nutritional supplement -- labeled "ready to use therapeutic food" and still fresh enough to send overseas -- remain in the warehouse. "We have been paid," Moore said, "but kids aren't getting fed."
About three weeks ago, Mana received word that 100,000 cases would be shipped to Nigeria and South Sudan in early August.
A similar situation has played out in Rhode Island, where the company Edesia Nutrition continues to hold about 185,000 boxes of nutritional supplement that have been paid for but not shipped by the U.S. government, CEO Navyn Salem said. The product's value: $75 million.
Aid experts fear the federal cutbacks and distribution problems mean the government and humanitarian groups won't be ready for the next major disaster.
"There is now huge uncertainty about the actual future of U.S. food aid and food insecurity work," said Jeremy Konyndyk, president of Refugees International. "It's very unclear where the budget will land for humanitarian response and whether or not the Trump administration even intends to spend the money they already have."
In the rescission package recently passed by Congress, the administration clawed back about $9 billion in foreign aid. An analysis by the Center for Global Development determined $1.3 billion in humanitarian assistance was part of that.
For the fiscal year starting in October, the White House recommended cutting humanitarian aid from $10 billion to $4 billion and zeroing out Food For Peace, the $1.6 billion program that purchases commodities from American farmers for overseas assistance. Lawmakers in both the House and the Senate want the latter preserved.
A spokesman for the State Department said it is "constantly assessing global humanitarian needs and expects to allocate additional resources to address those needs in line with U.S. interests."
Aaron Schaffer and Alice Crites contributed to this report.
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Animals
Radioactive wasp nests found near nuclear storage site in South Carolina
One of the nests found near the Savannah River Site had a radiation level 10 times what is allowed by federal regulations, according to a federal report.

Radioactive waste sealed in large stainless steel canisters is stored under five feet of concrete in a storage building at the Savannah River Site, near Aiken, South Carolina, in 2013. (Stephen B. Morton/AP)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-08-02
In early July, a wasp nest with a radiation level 10 times what is allowed by federal regulations was found inside the grounds of a sprawling Cold War-era nuclear site in South Carolina that today partly serves as a storage area for radioactive liquid waste.
Federal officials said Friday that at least three more contaminated wasp nests were found within the 310-square-mile Savannah River Site, which encompasses an area more than four times the size of the District of Columbia.
The wasp nests have raised concerns among some locals in South Carolina's sandhills region, who fear there could be an undetected leak, although federal authorities said that the discoveries were not cause for alarm and experts noted that the discovery of radioactivity in wildlife near nuclear facilities did not necessarily indicate the likelihood of a major leak.
"The biggest question remains is how the wasps were exposed to radiation and does that exposure pathway still exist?" Tom Clements, the director of the watchdog group Savannah River Site Watch, said in an email.
"Ideally, the system would not leak, but much of the waste storage and treatment equipment dates from the 1950s and the entire system, which poses a threat to groundwater, needs to be cleaned up and closed as soon as possible," he added.
Federal authorities have said the situation remains under control. In a statement sent to reporters, Edwin Deshong, manager of the Savannah River Site's Office of Environmental Management, said the wasp nests had "very low levels of radioactive contamination" and did not pose health risks to the site's workers, nearby residents or the environment.
Deshong's statement did not directly address a July 22 report from the Department of Energy that said the first wasp nest, found July 3 near tanks holding radioactive waste, contained 10 times what is allowed under federal regulations. That report, though, says there was "no impact" from the contaminated nest, and its high radioactivity level was due to "on-site legacy radioactive contamination" rather than "a loss of contamination control."
Clements expressed frustration over what he described as a lack of transparency from senior federal authorities. "I remain mad as a hornet that DOE is not saying how the wasps got contaminated, if they had any actual waste on them or if there might be some kind of leak from the highly radioactive waste tanks or associated piping," he said.
The Savannah River Site's 43 active underground waste tanks have more than 34 million gallons of radioactive liquid waste. The oldest tanks have previously "developed small hairline cracks" that led to small-volume leaks, the Savannah River Site says on its website.
The Savannah River Mission Completion, which manages the Savannah River nuclear site, aims to remove, clean and close the waste tanks.
Kathryn Higley, a professor of nuclear science and engineering at Oregon State University, said that the discovery of the wasp nests was unlikely to pose a public safety hazard.
"It's a big site," she said by phone. The contaminated wasps nests are probably more of an annoyance for the technicians who have to take care of them than a hazard to the technicians or the people nearby, Higley added.
Higley, who is also the president of the National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements chartered by Congress, said it is not surprising that wasps could have made a nest with contaminated sediment because the Savannah River Site is actively engaged in remediation of contaminated groundwater and sediment.
"A small localized hot spot doesn't present a larger threat to the environment," she said in an email. "I would expect that they're trying to figure out the source of the contamination. It may be very subtle."
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Mom in Arkansas park attack killed after helping kids to safety, police say
Cristen Brink and her husband, Clinton Brink, were killed while hiking with their young daughters. Murder suspect Andrew McGann was injured in the struggle, authorities said.

A trailhead at Devil's Den State Park in West Fork, Arkansas, remained closed Monday. (Michael Woods/AP) 


By Angie Orellana Hernandez, Victoria Bisset, Jordan P. Hickey | 2025-08-01
The 28-year-old schoolteacher suspected of fatally stabbing a married couple in an Arkansas state park made his first court appearance Friday as police released new details on the crime.
The seemingly random act of violence unfolded in Devil's Den State Park on Saturday when Clinton David Brink, 43, and Cristen Amanda Brink, 41, were hiking with their 7- and 9-year-old daughters, Maj. Stacie Rhoads of Arkansas State Police said in a news conference Thursday.
Andrew James McGann, who Rhoads said has admitted to the slayings, is believed to have attacked Clinton Brink first. Cristen Brink took the children to safety before returning to help her husband.
McGann sustained injuries during the attack, resulting in a blood trail that police used to create a DNA profile and connect McGann to the crime scene, Arkansas State Police Director Col. Mike Hagar said Thursday. McGann was arrested Wednesday afternoon at a barbershop after a four-day manhunt. Hagar said he did not know the extent of the suspect's injuries.
When a reporter asked whether those injuries could have been related to a "loving parent trying to do whatever they could to protect their loved ones," Hagar responded, "Absolutely. I would say you're correct."
The couple also had a third daughter, who did not accompany them that day, Hagar said. All the children are safe and in the care of relatives.
"We're in awe of this mom and dad," Hagar said. "We're also in awe of these girls, [and] the information that they were able to provide to start us down this path to be able to make this arrest. It all started with those two little girls."
McGann is charged with two counts of capital murder, a crime punishable under Arkansas law by the death penalty or life in prison without parole if he is convicted. Brandon Carter, prosecuting attorney for Washington County, Arkansas, said Thursday that the state will not waive the death penalty in this case. It is unclear whether McGann has a lawyer.
Rhoads said McGann did not have a criminal record and did not appear to have a history of mental illness.
McGann was arrested at Lupita's Beauty Salon in Springdale, about 30 miles from Devil's Den, shortly after sitting down for a haircut. Alejandra Ruiz-Avalos said her sister Adriana was cutting McGann's hair when the arrest took place. She said that Lupita's has been in the family for 30 years and that they grew up at the salon. Alejandra, Adriana and their sister Alondra are triplets who have all worked as stylists there.
McGann declined to write his name down on the waitlist when asked to do so, Alejandra said. He kept his eyes down during the haircut and didn't speak other than responding to a question about how he would like his hair styled.
Adriana told local media she was about five minutes into the haircut when police entered, asking McGann if he was the owner of a vehicle outside. After McGann confirmed he was, police handcuffed him. Police also collected McGann's hair samples.
Alejandra said she and her family were emotional when they found out what McCann was accused of, especially because she and her sister both have young children. The family closed the salon for the rest of Wednesday after the arrest but reopened the following day.
"It is very hard. Like, I personally wouldn't have been back to work," she said. "We feel like we need to make money somehow, and so we try to come back to work as soon after. But it's just something that you can't really get off your mind."
State Rep. Diana Gonzales Worthen, Arkansas's first Latina state legislator, said the location of the killing and of McGann's arrest made the case especially shocking.
"When you go to a salon, a lot of times you have your children with you. You're going with your whole family to the park," she said. "These are all spaces that we take for granted, and they're all family-friendly, family-oriented spaces in our community."
Rhoads said Thursday that the crime, "probably one of the most heinous that we've had," appeared to be random. The Brink family had recently moved from South Dakota to Prairie Grove, according to the city's mayor, David Faulk, who said their water service had been connected just 10 days before the killings. Clinton Brink had previously worked at Prairie Farms Family of Companies, the dairy company said in a statement. Cristen Brink was a licensed nurse in South Dakota.
McGann also had recently relocated to Springdale, Arkansas -- his third state in three years -- to work as a schoolteacher. He had arrived from Oklahoma, where he worked at two school districts before resigning in May to move. Sand Springs Public Schools in Tulsa County said in a statement McGann had passed all mandatory background checks.
McGann was employed at Donald Elementary School in Flower Mound, Texas, for the 2022-2023 school year. He was placed on administrative leave in Spring 2023 and ultimately resigned that May after an investigation found his "classroom management and professional judgment to be below our district's expectations," according to a message shared to families by the Lewisville Independent School District. The message said there was no evidence found of McGann exhibiting inappropriate behavior with students.
McGann and the Brink family lived about 30 minutes apart in Arkansas.
Arkansas's Springdale Public Schools Superintendent Jared Cleveland confirmed in an email Thursday that McGann had been hired as a teacher candidate for the coming school year but had not yet begun work. "This individual has not at any time come into contact with Springdale students or the families we serve," Cleveland wrote.
Neither McGann nor any of his previous employers notified Springdale Public Schools of his past administrative discipline, said Trent Jones, a spokesperson for the school district. In a personnel file obtained by The Washington Post, McGann indicated he had never been suspended from work or resigned rather than face disciplinary action.
"In addition to being a great teacher, I am an athlete," McGann wrote in his application to the Springdale district. "I like to role model making healthy choices for my students."
Worthen said it was "horrific" that McGann had been hired to teach.
"It makes you stop and think, 'Okay, are we doing all that we can to make sure we're vetting our educators?' Because we certainly don't need this type of person working in our school system," she said.
Angie Orellana Hernandez reported from Washington. Victoria Bisset reported from London. Jordan P. Hickey reported from Springdale, Arkansas.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/08/01/arkansas-couple-killed-devils-den-park/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        U.S. envoy tells Israeli families of plan to bring all the hostages home
        Gerry Shih

        Special Envoy Steve Witkoff says U.S. has a plan to bring home all the remaining hostages held by Hamas and that an end to the war is near

      

      
        Where are the world's nuclear weapons, and who owns them?
        Vivian Ho

        Recent threats by Russia and President Donald Trump's deployment of nuclear submarines have brought renewed attention to the world's nuclear stockpiles.

      

      
        A convicted priest is back at work. Child advocates want Pope Leo to act.
        Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli

        Carlo Alberto Capella served prison time for a child pornography conviction but was allowed to return to work at the Vatican, posing a test for Pope Leo XIV.

      

      
        In a Ukrainian maternity ward, a Russian missile delivered death
        Siobhan O'Grady, Kostiantyn Khudov

        A missile killed Diana Koshyk and her unborn son in the hospital where she was being treated, near a building Ukrainian soldiers used as a warehouse.

      

      
        Rare aerial imagery shows displacement and destruction in Gaza
        Heidi Levine, Joshua Yang, Evan Hill, Sammy Westfall

        Airdrop flights offered a vantage over the closed-off Gaza Strip.

      

      
        ICC prosecutor ordered to recuse himself from Venezuela investigation
        Samantha Schmidt, Ana Herrero

        Karim Khan's familial relationship with a member of the legal team defending the Venezuelan government before the ICC drew scrutiny after a Post report in September.

      

      
        Trump says he repositioned nuclear subs in veiled threat to Russia
        David   Stern, Robyn Dixon, Jonathan Edwards, Tara  Copp, Amy B Wang

        The action came after former Russian president Dmitri Medvedev referenced the Soviet Union's emergency nuclear strike capabilities in a post criticizing Trump.

      

      
        For Canada's Carney, no deal with Trump might be better than a bad one
        Amanda Coletta

        The Canadian prime minister said he was "disappointed" after U.S. tariff hikes. Some business groups and even his rivals say he shouldn't cave to Trump's demands.

      

      
        Trump's new tariffs will hit these major trading partners
        Vivian Ho, Victoria Craw

        Here's how Canada, Mexico, China and other countries fare under President Donald Trump's plan to rebalance global trade.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Middle East
U.S. envoy tells Israeli families of plan to bring all the hostages home 
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff says U.S. has a plan to bring home all the remaining hostages held by Hamas and that an end to the war is near

White House special envoy Steve Witkoff arrives to meet families of hostages held captive in the Gaza Strip, at the plaza known as the hostages square in Tel Aviv on Saturday. (Ariel Schalit/AP)


By Gerry Shih | 2025-08-02
JERUSALEM -- Steve Witkoff, President Donald Trump's special envoy, told Israeli hostage families on Saturday that the United States has a plan to bring home all the remaining captives held by Hamas in a sweeping deal and that an end to the war was near, according to a recording of the meeting published by Israeli Channel 12 television.
Witkoff met the families in Tel Aviv after attending an impromptu protest that was held in Tel Aviv after Hamas released a video, late Friday, of a gaunt 24-year-old hostage, Evyatar David, with David describing a lack of food while in captivity in Gaza and urging Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to end the war.
Hamas and its militant affiliates have often released similar videos during critical junctures in negotiations with Israel to stir public sentiment and apply pressure on the government.
Trump "now believes that everybody should come home at once, no piecemeal deals; that doesn't work and we've tried everything," Witkoff said, according to the recording of the meeting.

A woman holds placards with pictures of Israeli hostages Evyatar David and Rom Braslavski, held as hostages in Gaza, as she sits amid security wire, during a protest in Gaza, in Tel Aviv on Saturday. (Itay Cohen/Reuters)


Witkoff, in addition, told the families that Hamas was ready to commit to laying down its arms, Israeli media reported, citing families who had met with Witkoff -- but the claim was immediately denied by Hamas.
Trump's envoy has previously proposed a staggered deal that would see roughly half of the remaining 20 living hostages released during the first day of a potential ceasefire and others released later. But the framework has been criticized by hostage families who fear that their loved ones may never be freed if they are not part of the initial wave of those released.
Witkoff, in addition, told the families that Hamas was ready to commit to laying down its arms, Israeli media reported, citing families who had met with Witkoff.
Hamas immediately denied on Saturday that it was ready to disarm. "Resistance and its weapons are a national and legal right as long as the occupation persists," it said in a statement. "We will never relinquish this right until all our national rights are restored, foremost among them the establishment of an independent, fully sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital."
A spokesman for Witkoff declined to comment. The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.

Demonstrators gather during an anti-government protest calling for action to secure the release of Israeli hostages held captive in the Gaza Strip by Palestinian militants since the 2023 Oct. 7 attacks, outside the Israeli Defence Ministry headquarters in Tel Aviv on Saturday. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


International pressure on Israel has been building as images emerge from Gaza showing rising levels of hunger and desperation -- the result of a near-blockade of aid imposed by Israel beginning in March as part of a strategy to turn the population against Hamas.
Israel allowed some food to enter in May through a private venture called the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, and it has let in more United Nations convoys enter in the past week, although humanitarian officials warn that the flow of aid remains below what is required to prevent a humanitarian catastrophe.
In the video produced on July 27 and released by Hamas on Friday, titled "They Eat What We Eat," an emaciated David, a musician who was kidnapped from the Nova music festival on Oct. 7, 2023, points to a calendar inside a narrow tunnel and describes what he ate on each day in July. Sometimes, he said, he gets no food for a few days at time.
"Lentils, lentils, and more lentils, and on July 16 and 17, nothing," says David, his ribs protruding and his arms devoid of muscle mass. "There's no food. They give me what they can."
David, appearing enervated and speaking slowly, then says he feels he has been "abandoned" by Netanyahu.
In a statement, David's family decried what they called Hamas's "intentional starvation, torture, and abuse of Evyatar for propaganda purposes."
"Israel and the international community must not remain silent or turn a blind eye to those who are deliberately starved as part of Hamas's hunger campaign," the David family said.
The world's leading body on hunger crises, known as the IPC, said in a report this week that "the worst-case scenario of famine is currently playing out" in Gaza. At least 154 people have died of malnutrition since the start of the war, the vast majority of them in July, according to Gazan health officials.
Karen DeYoung in Washington contributed to this report.
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World
Where are the world's nuclear weapons, and who owns them?
Recent threats by Russia and President Donald Trump's deployment of nuclear submarines have brought renewed attention to the world's nuclear stockpiles.

An inert Minuteman III missile, which usually carries thermonuclear warheads, is seen in a training launch tube at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, in 2014. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


By Vivian Ho | 2025-08-02
President Donald Trump on Friday announced that he had ordered the deployment of two nuclear submarines in response to an apparent threat made by former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev on social media -- yet another escalation in a year rife with nuclear intrigue.
In June, Trump said the U.S. had  "obliterated" Iran's nuclear facilities after ordering attacks on three targets including an underground nuclear enrichment site. And an exchange of strikes between India and Pakistan in April and May raised concerns among experts about the risks posed by conflict between nuclear-armed states.
In a Telegram post on Thursday, Medvedev made a thinly veiled reference to Soviet-era emergency nuclear strike capabilities. Trump called the remarks "highly provocative" and warned of the "unintended consequences" of statements like the one from Medvedev, now the deputy chairman of Russia's security council. Trump did not specify where exactly the submarines would be sent.
Nine countries, including the United States and Israel, are thought to own nuclear weapons. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), which researches arms control, warned in June that a new nuclear arms race could be on the horizon.
Here's a look at which countries have nuclear weapons, how big their stockpiles are, and where they are located.
As of early 2025, there are nine countries that own an estimated total of 12,241 nuclear warheads, with Russia and the United States possessing the vast majority, according to SIPRI and the Federation of American Scientists, a nonprofit that focuses on promoting transparency about nuclear arsenals. Britain, France, China, India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel are believed to own the remaining 13 percent of nuclear weapons, according to the FAS.
Some of those warheads have been retired but are still intact and have not yet been dismantled, according to FAS estimates. About 9,614 warheads are in the military stockpiles for use by missiles, aircraft, ships and submarines, and FAS researchers have classified 3,912 of them as "deployed strategic and nonstrategic warheads," meaning that they are either on intercontinental missiles or heavy bomber bases, or are located on bases with operational short-range delivery systems.
Countries typically keep the exact sizes of their nuclear stockpiles secret, so nuclear weapons watchdogs and analysts can provide only estimates on each country's numbers. Only the U.S., Britain and France have ever publicly disclosed information on the size of their nuclear arsenals, according to SIPRI, and the FAS notes that nuclear transparency has decreased in recent years.
Israel, thought to be the only nuclear-armed power in the Middle East, has a policy of not confirming or denying that it possesses nuclear weapons -- but it is estimated to have about 90 nuclear weapons in its possession.
FAS researchers say they based their estimates on "publicly available information, careful analysis of historical records, and occasional leaks," and they are in line with estimates made by other research institutes and watchdog organizations.
While only nine countries own nuclear weapons, six countries are currently hosting nuclear weapons on their soil for other nations -- five for the United States and one for Russia, according to experts.
NATO operates a nuclear sharing agreement where the United States stores a number of nuclear weapons in certain locations in Europe. Historically, the United States and its European partners have been tight-lipped about where the weapons are -- but it has widely been considered an open secret that they are stored on bases in Italy, the Netherlands, Germany, Turkey and Belgium.
The countries are storing a combined total of about 100 nuclear weapons belonging to the United States within their borders, according to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), a coalition of organizations seeking to eliminate and ban nuclear weapons. Greece no longer hosts nuclear weapons for the U.S. but has a reserve squadron for contingency missions, FAS researchers said.
These weapons are all under the control of the United States, but housing these weapons within these allied states acts "as a way of assuring the engagement of the United States in their defense," said Lukasz Kulesa, the director of proliferation and nuclear policy at the Royal United Services Institute in Britain. "It's confirming that the United States has skin in the fight," Kulesa said.
Storing the weapons with other countries also acts as a nonproliferation tool, Kulesa said. "If they have these weapons from the United States on their soil, then these countries will not consider getting their own nuclear weapons," he said.
In March 2023, Russian President Vladimir Putin announced plans to store tactical nuclear weapons in neighboring Belarus. Three months later, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, a longtime Putin supporter, claimed that his country had begun taking delivery of Russian tactical nuclear weapons.
However, SIPRI noted in its 2025 report that while both Russia and Belarus have continued to claim that nuclear weapons have been deployed to Belarus, "there was no conclusive evidence of this deployment." ICAN also lists the quantity of warheads hosted in Belarus as "unknown."

Visitors to the All-Russia Exhibition Center in Moscow in 2023 look at a model of the Soviet AN-602 thermonuclear bomb, also known as the Tsar Bomba, the most powerful nuclear weapon ever tested. (Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP/Getty Images)


At the height of the Cold War, the total global inventory of nuclear warheads reached 70,000. The trend over the past few decades has been toward decreasing stockpiles -- but with conflicts threatening the security of countries around the world, that time may be over, experts said.
"The signs are that a new qualitative nuclear arms race is gearing up and, compared with the last one, the risks are likely to be more diverse and more serious," SIPRI Director Dan Smith wrote in the 2025 SIPRI Yearbook report on nuclear disarmament and international security.
Kulesa said he expected to see countries' stockpiles stay steady or increase.
"Right now, we are in a situation where we have nine nuclear weapon possessors that in most cases see the value that nuclear weapons have for their security doctrines," he said.
However, Kulesa added, common knowledge of Israel's nuclear arsenal has not deterred other countries or armed groups from attacking it, and Western states have sent aid to Kyiv despite Russia's nuclear threats -- suggesting that "the traditional approach to nuclear deterrence," or the belief that the fear of a nuclear attack brings "some degree of stability," is flawed.
"The idea was that increasing your defensive potential will discourage the other side from attacking in the first place, but it is actually being seen by the other side as decreasing the deterrence value of their own forces," Kulesa said. "You have, in a sense, a circle in which any decision to boost defense will lead to an increase of nuclear forces."
Mikhail Klimentov contributed to this report.
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Europe
A convicted priest is back at work. Child advocates want Pope Leo to act. 
Carlo Alberto Capella served prison time for a child pornography conviction but was allowed to return to work at the Vatican, posing a test for Pope Leo XIV. 

The Rev. Carlo Alberto Capella, left, during his 2018 trial at the Vatican Court, which sentenced him to five years in prison for possession, transfer and transmission of child pornography. (Vatican Media/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-08-02
VATICAN CITY -- He was the personification of shame in the Vatican, the lone prisoner in the three-cell jail of the world's smallest sovereign state. Now, the Rev. Carlo Alberto Capella -- convicted of possessing and distributing a "large quantity" of child pornography while serving as a Vatican diplomat in Washington -- is presenting Pope Leo XIV, the new American pontiff, with one of the first challenges of his papacy.
Capella, a 58-year-old Italian priest, was investigated by U.S. and Canadian authorities for almost two years for gathering and sharing child pornography while a senior diplomat at the Holy See's embassy in Washington. In 2017, the U.S. State Department asked the Vatican to waive his diplomatic immunity, a request it denied. Instead, Capella was recalled to Rome, where he admitted to tracking down "repugnant" images and, in a rare Vatican criminal trial a year later, was found guilty and sentenced to five years in prison.
In recent weeks, reports have emerged on Catholic blogs of his 2022 release and quiet return to work at the Holy See's Secretariat of State. His restoration to the powerful department has outraged advocates for the survivors of abuse by Catholic clerics. They insist that even though he was never accused of sexual abuse, a convicted priest who consumed child pornography has no place in a prominent Vatican office.
"Why not give him a job scrubbing floors, or bathrooms, at the Vatican," said Peter Isely, a member of the Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests, known as SNAP. "Why is he still an official member of the state department? It's wrong on every level."
As Pope Leo is confronted with demands to act, he becomes the fourth pontiff since the 1990s to face scrutiny, and potentially judgement, over how he handles the still-emerging cases of sexual crimes committed by clerics.
Pope John Paul II faced both contemporary and posthumous criticism for his handling of abuse cases. The issue dogged Benedict XVI even more, with a chorus of complaints seen as one of several factors contributing to his historic decision to retire. Pope Francis enacted reforms aimed at addressing the scandals, yet survivor groups routinely took him to task for failing to adopt a policy of zero tolerance including mandatory reporting to civil authorities.
Now advocate groups are looking to Leo to chart a different course, and even reverse Francis on the Capella case.
Capella's attorney, Roberto Borgogno, said in an interview that his client was released a year early, in the first part of 2022, for "good behavior" and resumed work at the secretariat in January 2023. Pope Francis, Borgogno said, approved Capella's return and had at least one direct post-release conversation with him about his contrition.
"These are certainly decisions made logically, rationally, by the pontiff at the time," Borgogno said.
The direct involvement of Francis and the specifics of Capella's living arrangement and monitoring have not been previously reported.
Capella, whose work is limited to checking translations and doing archival work, now lives just outside the Vatican, in a center for retired diplomats, his lawyer said. His work computer is monitored by Vatican officials, though he has an unmonitored personal cellphone.
Borgogno noted that while Capella had not been defrocked, Vatican authorities stripped him of his elevated title of monsignor. Though he returned to the secretariat in 2023, Capella was considered to be "on probation" and only recently appeared on the Holy See's official personnel registry.
"It's merely a desk job," Borgogno said. "He won't be carrying out pastoral work; he won't be in contact with people on the outside."
Through Borgogno, Capella declined an interview request.
The renewed focus on Capella comes as Archbishop Guy de Kerimel of Toulouse, France, faces criticism for appointing a priest, convicted of raping a 16-year-old boy in 1993, to the senior post of archdiocesan chancellor, citing the moral imperative of forgiveness. Victims groups are now calling on Leo to intervene in both instances.
"This is a test," said Anne Barrett Doyle, co-director of BishopAccountability.org, a watchdog group that tracks abuse cases in the Catholic Church. "To me, it brings up bigger questions of the Vatican's continued rejection of zero tolerance for sex offenders. I think these two things together really put all eyes on Pope Leo. We're all wondering if he will be tougher on sex abusers than Pope Francis was."
The Secretariat of State did not respond to a detailed request for comment. A senior Vatican official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter said he didn't know whether Leo had been briefed on the cases or intended to take specific action.
It's hardly unheard of for a pope to reverse a predecessor's decision -- Francis, for instance, curbed use of the traditional Latin Mass after Pope Benedict XVI had relaxed restrictions on it.
"The pope clearly has jurisdiction in the matter ... it will all be up to him," said Giovanni Maria Vian, former editor of the Vatican's newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, and a historian of early Christianity. "He's likely aware of the [Capella] case. It wouldn't be unusual if he took action."
The official described Capella's job as one in which he has minimal contact with the public and can "earn his keep." His return to work is a chance for Capella to "redeem" himself, the official said, arguing that no punishment for such priests will ever "be enough" for some victims advocates.
If everyone who does wrong "gets shunned," the official said, "few of us would still be standing."
The Washington Post reported in 2021 that Capella had been allowed to participate in a work-release program in which he spent mornings at the small Vatican office that sells certificates of papal blessings for personal occasions.
Now, Capella's case is once again underscoring how the Holy See routinely approaches wrongdoing by clerics -- from the religious standpoint of mercy and a spirit of Catholic atonement. That vision has clashed with that of victims advocates, who see Capella's return to the secretariat in any capacity, as well as the senior appointment of a convicted rapist in France, as evidence of an overly lenient approach.
The demands for action have raised questions about how the new pope will handle perhaps the thorniest issue facing the faith he leads: tainted priests.
Under Francis, the Vatican sought to address widespread allegations of church complicity. In 2019, he convened an unprecedented summit on clerical sexual abuse, later imposing a sweeping law requiring church officials to report accusations of abuse or official cover-ups to their superiors.
But the law did not require allegations to be reported to civil authorities, and victims groups have pointed to more-recent scandals in Switzerland and elsewhere as evidence that not enough has changed. They say Leo should remove Capella from the secretariat and overturn the recent French appointment to show his commitment to zero tolerance.
Leo has a mixed record on handling abuse cases.
As a bishop in Peru, for instance, he won praise for moving against the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae -- a secretive, archconservative Catholic group that expanded from Lima to several countries and was accused of systematic sexual and psychological abuse. At the same time, he was accused of lax oversight in the handling of abuse allegations by three women in his diocese of Chiclayo.
Last month, in a note honoring a Peruvian journalist whose work helped expose sexual abuse within the Sodalitium group, Leo called for a cultural shift inside the church.
It is necessary to instill "throughout the Church a culture of prevention that does not tolerate any form of abuse: abuse of power or authority, of conscience or spirituality, of sexual abuse," he wrote.
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Europe
In a Ukrainian maternity ward, a Russian missile delivered death
A missile killed Diana Koshyk and her unborn son in the hospital where she was being treated, near a building Ukrainian soldiers used as a warehouse. 

(Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


By Siobhan O'Grady, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2025-08-02
KAMIANSKE, Ukraine -- When Diana Koshyk checked into the maternity ward at City Hospital 9 in the eastern city of Kamianske, 26 weeks pregnant and worried for her baby, she didn't know Ukrainian soldiers were using a building nearby.
The hospital was full of patients: other expecting mothers, women who had just given birth and their newborns.
Diana, 23, and her husband, Oleksandr, 27, tried for a year for this baby -- a boy they had already named Damir. When she started experiencing extreme pain in her lower abdomen, they weren't taking any chances.
But early on Tuesday, Diana called Oleksandr, who goes by Sasha, in a panic. A Russian missile had just torn through the building across the street.
Diana stayed on the phone as she ran downstairs for cover.
Then the second missile hit.
Sasha heard Diana's phone fall. The line stayed connected, but she stopped speaking.

Blood stains on the steps at the entrance to the maternity hospital where Diana was killed. 


It was after 2 a.m. Sasha, who was 25 minutes away at home in the village of Auly, rushed to the hospital by car.
Someone told him two pregnant women had been wounded and a third had already died. He frantically checked two ambulances for Diana.
Then he saw a body on the ground near the entrance, covered with a sheet. Diana's green slippers were on the feet poking out from underneath.
Sasha collapsed next to her and her pooling blood, which he can still smell, and started to scream. There had been no time to  try to save the baby.
"We were waiting for a son and then in one minute, the ... Russians," he said, using an expletive, his voice trailing off as he described the horrific scene. "And they were killed."

A man walks through the medical dispensary that was used by Ukrainian soldiers and hit by a Russian missile. 



A laptop and drone controllers were found at the former medical dispensary. 


Russia launched the missiles at Kamianske, a busy city in Ukraine's Dnipropetrovsk region, hours after President Donald Trump announced he would give Russia 10 to 12 days to agree to a ceasefire before imposing new sanctions.
Locals said the strikes were  probably targeting the first building that was hit, a former medical dispensary that they said was well-known as a makeshift military base. Soldiers used it, they said, despite the maternity hospital working next door. The presence of the hospital also did not stop Russia from firing missiles indiscriminately into the center of the city.
Washington Post reporters found several military uniforms and piles of supplies in the remnants of that damaged building, which sat  about 220 yards from the hospital. A sign on the door warned visitors to turn their phones on airplane mode, a common rule at military sites. A pile of dusty drone controllers sat outside. A handful of soldiers at the scene on Thursday, mostly in civilian clothes, denied it had been used as a base. They said it was a warehouse for nonlethal supplies. Only one said he was there when the missiles hit.
Ukrainian military officials did not respond to requests for comment.

Damage in the former medical dispensary. 



The maternity hospital that was hit in a Russian missile strike. 


On Friday, the Russian Defense Ministry bragged that between July 26 and Aug. 1, it struck several high-value military targets, including warehouses and drone workshops.
Under international conventions on war, military personnel are required to avoid placing military objects near civilian infrastructure or in heavily populated areas. The conventions also ban attacks that place civilians at disproportionate risk of harm.
"I wouldn't dare bring her to the maternity ward if I knew there were soldiers near there," Diana's mother, Lina Dranko, said after her funeral. "I would have brought doctors to our home."

Oleksandr holds a photo of himself and Diana. 


Sasha and Diana met in 2019 -- he just home from his mandatory military service, she a new and pretty face on a visit to her mother's native village. After weeks of sharing walks and kisses, Sasha told her he wanted to celebrate one month of dating.
"We're dating?" she replied. It was Oct. 25. The next year, he proposed on the same day -- the ring a perfect fit because he had tested it on his pinkie, which he knew was the right size.
On Sept. 25, 2021, they legally married. When Russia invaded on Feb. 24, 2022, they both felt moved to perform a church wedding to consecrate their vows. The local priest told them they failed to complete mandatory rituals, including a brief fasting period. "We said, 'Come on, it's war,'" Sasha recalled. The priest gave in, and they had their second wedding ceremony the next day.

The couple saved their positive pregnancy test results. 



Oleksandr looks at his wife's ultrasound scans at their home. 



Paintings by Diana include one of her and her husband. The painting on the left remains unfinished. 


As war raged across Ukraine and Russian forces advanced toward the Dnipropetrovsk region where Sasha and Diana lived, the couple tried to maintain a simple village life. Their parents helped them buy a small house, which they started renovating. Diana worked in the local grocery store, where she befriended soldiers posted to the area. Sasha continued work at the nearby steel factory.
They weighed the risks of having a baby during wartime against their dream of a family. The dream won out.
Six months ago, they cheered and cried when two pink lines appeared on a rapid test. They tucked the stick away in a plastic envelope for safekeeping. "It was the happiest moment of our lives," Sasha said.
Diana began filming her belly as it grew -- smiling for the camera as she ran her hands over her bump.

Oleksandr and others mourn together by Diana's body before her funeral. 


On July 31, Diana's family placed her hands over her bump for the last time.
She lay in a wooden coffin in the center of the same room where she had filmed herself dreaming of motherhood. Sasha pressed his face to hers. Her mother, Lina, bent over her belly. Other relatives -- her sister, Karina, her father, Anatolii, her nephew, Daniil -- took turns caressing her face. They whispered to her and Damir, wishing them farewell.
The car seat, the wooden crib, the tiny mattress decorated with the words "It's a boy!" sat in the next room.
Four men carried the coffin outside, where hundreds of people were waiting, weeping, holding each other. A priest started  Diana's funeral rites.

The body of Diana is carried out of her house for her funeral. 



Friends and family members during Diana's funeral. 


The crowd followed to the cemetery. In the last moments before they covered the coffin, Lina wailed.
"I don't want to say goodbye!"
"You dreamed of having this baby!"
"I should have protected you!"
They covered Diana and lowered her to the ground. The cross listed her name, birthday and death date. Below, it showed Damir's name with only a death date -- he was never born.
One woman became so distressed she was taken away by ambulance. Everyone else lined up to toss a handful of dirt on Diana's coffin.
Then the grave diggers took out shovels to finish.

Oleksandr and his sister, Viktoriia, grieve with others over Diana's body. 



Mourners toss dirt on Diana's casket to help fill the grave. 



Oleksandr is steadied as Diana is buried. 


At the somber lunch reception just after, Lina looked at the room full of family and friends.
"We wish we had this gathering for Damir's baptism instead of this," she said through tears.
Outside, Sasha wept as he clutched his friend. He told him he had visited Diana hours before, then went home to clean the house for her return the next day. "She was so scared. She was calling to say she was scared. She wanted me to be there," he said. "I wasn't there."
"All I cleaned was for nothing -- no one needs it. I don't need that house. I just need her."

A relative sorts through gifts at the couple's house after the funeral. 



Oleksandr, friends and family stand for a moment of silence at the funeral reception meal. 


"I really love her," he sobbed. "I had a reason to live -- now I don't. I'm walking, but I'm not here."
His little sister Viktoriia, who is 20, leaned into his side, wrapping her arms around him.
"Now I can wait for a son from you, my sister," he said through tears, hugging her back. "If you have a son, please name him Damir."
Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Rare aerial imagery shows displacement and destruction in Gaza
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Americas
ICC prosecutor ordered to recuse himself from Venezuela investigation
Karim Khan's familial relationship with a member of the legal team defending the Venezuelan government before the ICC drew scrutiny after a Post report in September.

Karim Khan, chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. (Peter Dejong/AP)


By Samantha Schmidt, Ana Herrero | 2025-08-02
Karim Khan, the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, was ordered by the court to recuse himself from its investigation of alleged crimes against humanity in Venezuela over a conflict of interest in the case.
Khan, a British lawyer who is on leave from the ICC because of an unrelated investigation, has since 2021 led the ICC's investigation in Venezuela, where President Nicolas Maduro is accused of arbitrarily detaining, torturing and executing his political opponents.
Appeals judges at the ICC on Friday ruled that they had found "reason to believe that a ground for disqualification" exists in light of Khan's close family relationship with a member of the legal team defending the Venezuelan government before the ICC.
The Washington Post first reported on the claims of a conflict of interest in September, as Venezuelan human rights defenders urged the ICC to accelerate its probe into Maduro. Some critics expressed concern that Khan's sister-in-law, the international criminal lawyer Venkateswari Alagendra, had joined the team defending the Venezuelan government before the ICC.
Two days after the Post story published, the Arcadia Foundation, a Washington-based nonprofit focused on promoting human rights and democracy, submitted a formal request to the ICC calling for Khan to recuse himself from the investigation. The group, citing The Post's reporting, said there was a "clear conflict of interest" issue.
The court's appeals chamber initially dismissed the complaint but in February revived the review. Khan, in court filings, denied the allegations of a conflict of interest with his sister-in-law. He said he had not discussed any confidential information with Alagendra and could not recall any conversation about public facts in the case with her. He also said he did not participate in any meetings attended by Alagendra in Venezuela.
On Friday, the appeals judges wrote that "in light of the Prosecutor's close family relationship with Ms Alagendra, combined with their previous professional and hierarchical relationship, a fair-minded and reasonable observer ... would reasonably apprehend bias." The judges ordered Khan to request to be excused from the Venezuela case within three weeks.
Khan, who has been posted at The Hague since 2021, abruptly stepped aside in May amid allegations of sexual misconduct. He informed the ICC that he would take leave from his duties until an inquiry into his personal behavior concludes. The announcement came as the chief prosecutor was pursuing war crimes cases against the leaders of Israel and Russia.
The ICC, which is the only permanent international court that can prosecute individuals accused of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, formally opened an investigation against Venezuela in 2021, following a request in 2018 from Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Paraguay and Peru. The case in Venezuela is currently the ICC's only open investigation in Latin America.
When Alagendra appeared in court for the Maduro team in late 2023, she told The Post in September, no one objected to her role. Her team filed a legal appeal of the investigation, she said. Khan "opposed it very strenuously," and "unfortunately, we lost."
"The composition of the legal team representing Venezuela in the proceedings in which the Office successfully defended its right to assert jurisdiction in this situation is a matter of public record," Khan's office said in a statement to The Post last year. "We understand that no objection was raised by any party to the proceedings at the time."
A code of conduct for the office of the prosecutor directs members to abstain from any conflicts that may arise from "personal interest in the case, including a spousal, parental or other close family, personal or professional relationship with any of the parties."
The Arcadia Foundation, in its initial request for recusal, said the familial relationship between the prosecutor and a key member of the Maduro defense team "creates an undeniable appearance of impropriety and a reasonable apprehension of bias."
"The integrity and impartiality of the Prosecutor, a core pillar of justice within the ICC, have been compromised, warranting immediate corrective action," the foundation wrote.
On Friday, the Arcadia Foundation called the appeals chamber's ruling a "historic victory in the pursuit of transparency and impartiality at the International Criminal Court."
"This decision is not only a pivotal milestone for Venezuela," the foundation wrote, "but also a critical precedent that reinforces international justice."
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Europe
Trump says he repositioned nuclear subs in veiled threat to Russia
The action came after former Russian president Dmitri Medvedev referenced the Soviet Union's emergency nuclear strike capabilities in a post criticizing Trump.

Ukrainian rescuers carry the body of a victim from the site of the Russian strike on a nine-story residential building in Kyiv on Thursday. (Sergey Dolzhenko/EPA/Shutterstock)


By David   Stern, Robyn Dixon, Jonathan Edwards, Tara  Copp, Amy B Wang | 2025-08-02
President Donald Trump on Friday said he deployed two nuclear submarines into tactical positions after online threats from former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev, escalating tensions between the two nuclear superpowers as Trump's frustration against Moscow mounts.
Trump said on social media that Medvedev's "highly provocative statements" led him to dispatch the submarines "just in case these foolish and inflammatory statements are more than just that."
"Words are very important, and can often lead to unintended consequences," Trump continued, capping an intensifying exchange between the two men, who have long been at odds. "I hope this will not be one of those instances."
Medvedev, now deputy chairman of Russia's security council, had referenced the Soviet Union's emergency nuclear strike capabilities in a Telegram post that told Trump to imagine the Walking Dead, an apocalyptic television series.
Hours after the social media post, Trump said he deployed the submarines because Medvedev's "threat" was inappropriate.
"A threat was made ... so we just have to be very careful," Trump said Friday afternoon while leaving the White House to go to his golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey, for the weekend.
"We're going to protect our people," he added.
Trump on Friday afternoon did not answer a question about where he had sent the subs, but in an interview with the conservative outlet Newsmax that aired hours later he said he sent them to "the region" and that "they're closer to Russia."
The Pentagon would not comment Friday on the deployment of resources that typically operate in secret, and experts said it was more likely that Trump intended to send a message than propel the world's superpowers toward armed conflict. But the rare invocation of nuclear force appeared to reflect Trump's deepening displeasure with Russia over its continued war on Ukraine. The exchange followed what Ukrainian officials said had been the deadliest Russian airstrike on the capital city this year, and came as Trump threatens to enact steep tariffs on Moscow if it does not agree to a ceasefire within 10 days.
Trump's post sent officials and analysts scrambling to assess the significance of the deployment. RIA Novosti, a state-controlled news agency, suggested the Russians are seeking clarity from Washington about Trump's actions and intentions. The agency said Friday it had sent inquiries to the White House, Pentagon, U.S. Central Command and the National Security Council but had not received a response.
On Capitol Hill, Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware), said that he planned to ask the U.S. Navy for more information. "Why would we ever signal plans to relocate nuclear submarines?" he asked.
The Pentagon typically does not reveal such details unless doing so sends a message or deters conflict, said Mark Cancian, a retired Marine colonel focused on security at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington.
The U.S. submarine fleet can conduct both cruise and ballistic missile strikes but those vessels cannot launch interceptors -- so in the case of Russia's threats, their presence would be primarily to deter or to provide counterstrike options, Cancian said, calling the president's announcement Friday "signaling in its purest form."
The U.S. fleet could also be positioned to counter Russian ballistic missile submarines if those moved out, but would not be able to fire and take down an incoming ballistic missile, he said.
Medvedev, who has repeatedly served as a pro-Kremlin antagonist online, first drew Trump's ire earlier this week when responding to his accelerated ceasefire deadline, alleging on social media that he was "playing the ultimatum game" with Russia.
"He should remember 2 things: 1. Russia isn't Israel or even Iran," Medvedev wrote on X. "2. Each new ultimatum is a threat and a step towards war. Not between Russia and Ukraine, but with his own country. Don't go down the Sleepy Joe road!"
Trump kept targeting Russia in posts on his social media network, deriding both India and Russia as "dead" economies early Thursday morning.
"Likewise, Russia and the USA do almost no business together. Let's keep it that way, and tell Medvedev, the failed former President of Russia, who thinks he's still President, to watch his words. He's entering very dangerous territory!" Trump wrote.
On Thursday, Medvedev prodded Trump, saying that if comments from a former Russian president could cause such a "nervous reaction" from the American president, then Russia was right to approach negotiations with Ukraine on its own terms.
"And about the 'dead economy' of India and Russia and 'entering dangerous territory' -- well, let [Trump] remember ... how dangerous the famous 'Dead Hand' can be," Medvedev added, referring to a Russian doomsday program with the ability to automatically launch a nuclear counterstrike.
Some cautioned restraint Friday, noting that Medvedev often made statements on social media widely regarded as problematic and unserious. "When you see his latest apocalyptic tweet about turning European capitals to dust, remember: this isn't strategic communication from the Kremlin. It's the rambling of a man drowning his terror in vodka," said Mikhail Khodorkovsky, Russia's onetime richest man, who is now an opposition leader living in London.
Trump has increasingly turned toward Ukraine this year as he loses patience with Russian President Vladimir Putin's continued bombardment of Ukraine. On Friday, former U.S. ambassador to Moscow Mike McFaul on X advised him to keep his focus there. "If Trump wants to get Medvedev's attention he should give Ukraine new weapons," McFaul said. "Moving nuclear armed subs is the wrong approach."
On Friday, Ukrainian officials said the death toll in Kyiv from a Russian aerial bombardment the day before had nearly doubled overnight to at least 31, as more bodies were pulled from under rubble. As the grim recovery operations continued, Germany announced it would provide two Patriot air defense systems to Ukraine in the coming days and that Berlin would be at the top of a list to receive new-model replacements from the United States.
Ukraine has pleaded with its Western supporters for more air defenses amid unrelenting Russian missile and drone attacks.
Among the dead were five children, the youngest 2 years old, and 159 were injured, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said in a post on Telegram. He said that in July alone, Russian forces launched about 3,800 drones, 260 missiles -- including 128 ballistic missiles -- and 5,100 guided bombs.
Zelensky called the overnight attack on Thursday "a vile blow" and said it demonstrated that additional pressure on Moscow was needed and that Ukraine's Western allies should tighten their sanctions regime against the Kremlin. President Donald Trump has been threatening to do just that.
"No matter how much the Kremlin denies their effectiveness, [the sanctions] are working and must be stronger -- to hit everything that allows such strikes to continue," Zelensky wrote, after receiving a report on the strike from Interior Minister Ihor Klymenko.
Trump appears ready to slap additional sanctions on Moscow in a bid to pressure Russia to accept a ceasefire. On Thursday, Trump called the airstrikes on Ukraine "disgusting" and "a disgrace," though he questioned whether sanctions would influence Putin.
"I don't know that sanctions bother him," he said. "I don't know if that has any effect, but we're going to do it."
The Patriot transfer to Ukraine was made possible by an agreement with the United States that Germany would be "the first nation to receive newly produced, latest-generation Patriot systems at an accelerated pace," which Berlin would pay for, German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius said in a statement.
The delivery to Ukraine would also include "additional system components within the next two to three months," Pistorius said.
Ukrainian officials have not commented on the German transfer. However, Patriot antiaircraft systems are highly valued for their ability to shoot down cruise and ballistic missiles, which Russian forces have been firing at Ukrainian targets in clusters, combined with waves of drones, to overwhelm Ukrainian air defenses.
Trump also has been threatening secondary sanctions that would penalize buyers of Russian oil, mainly China and India, potentially starving Russia of funds for its war machine, but so far he has refrained from imposing them, arguing this could alienate Moscow and reduce hopes of reaching a peace deal.
Russia, meanwhile, has launched deadly attacks on Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities, while grinding forward and seizing more territory in eastern Ukraine. Russia has struck playgrounds, maternity hospitals, apartment buildings, civilian buses and other civilian targets. Russia's Ministry of Defense insists that Russia attacks military targets with "precision strikes."
Earlier in the week, Trump tightened the deadline to 10 days from 50 days for Russia to agree a ceasefire with Ukraine or face new sanctions. Trump said that his special envoy, Steve Witkoff, would fly to Russia to meet with officials after visiting Gaza and Israel.
Witkoff has met Putin four times in solo meetings in a bid to broker a peace deal, eschewing State Department experts on Russia, and using an interpreter supplied by the Kremlin on at least one occasion. He initially appeared to credit Putin with a will to end the war in return for keeping the territory Russia has seized and shutting Ukraine out of NATO. Those hopes proved overly optimistic.
On Thursday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said in a radio interview that senior U.S. officials were in contact with their Russian counterparts this week but made "no progress" on securing a ceasefire.
Trump has suggested that he is losing patience with Putin after phone conversations in which Putin appeared conciliatory, only to launch new airstrikes, while Ukraine has accepted Trump's call for a ceasefire, Rubio suggested.
"And I think what bothers the president the most is he has these great phone calls where everyone ... claims, 'Yeah, we'd like to see this end, if we could find a way forward,' and then he turns on the news and another city has been bombed, including those far from the front lines," Rubio said.
On Friday, Putin said that any disappointments in the progress of peace talks arose from "excessive expectations."
"Negotiations are always in demand and always important, especially if it is a desire for peace. I evaluate them positively overall," Putin told journalists after meeting Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko at Valaam island in Karelia, in northwest Russia.
Putin said Russia's conditions had not changed, saying Russia needed "a lasting and durable peace on good basic foundations that would satisfy both Russia and Ukraine and would guarantee security of both countries."

Rescuers work at the site of a Russian strike on a nine-story residential building in Kyiv on Thursday. (Sergey Dolzhenko/EPA/Shutterstock)


Dixon reported from Riga, Latvia. Liz Goodwin, Catherine Belton, Mary Ilyushina and Kostiantyn Khudov contributed to this report.
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Americas
For Canada's Carney, no deal with Trump might be better than a bad one 
The Canadian prime minister said he was "disappointed" after U.S. tariff hikes. Some business groups and even his rivals say he shouldn't cave to Trump's demands.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks at a news conference in Ottawa on Wednesday. (Adrian Wyld/Canadian Press/AP)


By Amanda Coletta | 2025-08-01
TORONTO -- Since President Donald Trump returned to the White House and upended friendly U.S.-Canada ties with punitive tariffs and threats to make Canada the 51st state, officials here have tried varied strategies to deal with their mercurial neighbor and get the levies removed.
They have attempted "elbows up" retaliation, with tariffs on U.S. goods. They have held off on retaliation, even after Trump jacked up levies on steel and aluminum. They have made concessions, only for Trump to threaten more tariffs in a typo-laden letter. They have bluntly criticized Trump's trade war as "dumb." They have tried what some critics called "elbows down" flattery, calling Trump a "transformational" leader.
But Friday, as Trump's higher tariffs of 35 percent on some Canadian goods went into effect and the two sides failed to reach a deal by the president's Friday deadline, it was not clear what might break the impasse. Unlike Mexico, which won a 90-day reprieve from Trump's sweeping new taxes on imports, Canada was singled out for more pain.
"There seems to be a kind of targeting of Canada," said Lori Turnbull, a political scientist at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. "When I saw he had reached some deal with Japan and with the E.U. ... I didn't think that spelled good news for Canada" or signaled that Trump was "in a conciliatory mood -- because he puts Canada in a different pile."
Prime Minister Mark Carney, a former central banker who won a federal election in April by casting himself as the person best placed to handle U.S.-Canada ties, said Friday that he was "disappointed" but would work to build Canada's economic resiliency and diversify its trading relationships from overriding reliance on the United States -- the destination for more than three-quarters of its exports.
For the rookie prime minister enjoying a political honeymoon, managing the ruptured bond with Canada's main trade partner is job No. 1. But it was not immediately clear Friday whether he would pay a political price for failing to reach a deal or earn a reprieve. Some business groups and even Carney's political rivals said that no deal is better than a bad one and that Canada should hold out rather than accept a lopsided deal like some other Group of Seven allies.
Conservative Party leader Pierre Poilievre called the tariffs "unjustified" and said in a post on X that Carney should stand his ground and "accept nothing short of" a deal that ends all U.S. tariffs on Canada. The Canadian Chamber of Commerce said the prime minister is "right to prioritize a strong, future-focused deal over a rushed one."
Canada takes U.S. concerns "seriously, and we're trying to reassure or address any real areas of real discord," Matthew Holmes, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce's executive vice president and public policy chief, told The Washington Post. "But we're not willing to just get any deal for the sake of a deadline that was issued on a social media platform in a cut-and-paste letter."
Trump has imposed several sets of tariffs on Canadian goods: 25 percent tariffs on autos, 50 percent tariffs on steel and aluminum and 35 percent tariffs on imports not compliant with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement. Trump had previously set the levy on non-USMCA compliant goods at 25 percent. The U.S. also raised duties on softwood lumber last month. The U.S. sources about 80 percent of its softwood lumber imports from Canada.
One silver lining for Canada is that most Canadian imports are USMCA-compliant, which helps soften the blow. According to U.S. Census Bureau data, nearly 60 percent of U.S. imports from Canada were compliant in May, the most recent month for which data was available, up from 34 percent in January.
More than 90 percent of Canadian exports could qualify to trade under USMCA, economists say, but some small and medium businesses previously opted not to apply, given that their goods were already entering the U.S. nearly tariff-free. More businesses are now seeking to qualify for USMCA compliance because of Trump's tariffs, they said.
The Bank of Canada said this week that the effective tariff rate on Canadian exports to the U.S. is an estimated 5 percent -- lower than that imposed on most other countries.
But the levies and the uncertainty over what comes next are still weighing on Canada's economy, and the sectoral tariffs are particularly bruising. The Bank of Canada said this week that growth slowed in the second quarter because of a 25 percent drop in exports after Trump's tariffs were imposed. Unemployment rose in sectors reliant on U.S. trade, and trade uncertainty weighed on household spending and business investment.
Carney pledged during the election campaign to take on Trump, who he accused of wanting "to break us so America can own us" -- though he has since tried a less combative tone. Carney appeared to have a better relationship with Trump than his predecessor, Justin Trudeau, who Trump had taken to mocking as "governor." Trump once called Carney a "nice gentleman," but in a shift Thursday, he said that Canada has been "very poorly led."
Carney had been seeking an agreement that would remove the levies but said recently that there was little evidence that a deal with the U.S. would not involve some level of tariffs. He also suggested negotiations could continue beyond Trump's Friday deadline.
Trump's tariffs and threats to use "economic force" to annex Canada have infuriated Canadians. They have responded by pulling U.S. alcohol from store shelves and boycotting U.S. travel. The months-long boycott is hitting American locales that depend on Canadian visitors hard. It is also irking Trump, according to U.S. officials.
The executive order that Trump signed Thursday increasing the tariffs on non-USMCA compliant goods cited Canada's retaliatory levies and a "lack of cooperation in stemming the flood of fentanyl ... across our northern border" as reasons for the latest escalation.
In the 2024 fiscal year, less than 0.2 percent of all fentanyl seizures by Border Patrol agents at U.S. land borders were at the northern frontier, according to data from U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Even so, Canada announced a $900 million border plan in December and appointed a fentanyl czar this year to address U.S. concerns.
"The fentanyl rationale is even more ridiculous than the decision itself," Dan Kelly, head of the Canadian Federation of Independent Business, said Friday.
The Trump administration has offered a plethora of other reasons for the tariffs, including the U.S. trade deficit with Canada, which the president often overstates by more than $100 billion, and false claims that U.S. banks cannot operate in Canada. After Trump suspended trade talks over Canada's digital services tax in June, Ottawa rescinded it to salvage the negotiations.
"It's crystal clear that PM Carney's one-sided concessions have been unsuccessful," New Democratic Party leader Don Davies said in a statement.
In an interview with Fox Business on Thursday, U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick mentioned Canada's supply management system for dairy as another reason Trump might hike the tariffs. This week, Trump said Canada's intention to recognize Palestinian statehood made reaching a trade deal "very hard." Less than 24 hours later, he said that it might not be a dealbreaker.
"That guy will say something one day, and he'll wake up, and the cheese slips off the cracker, and then all of a sudden he goes the other way," Ontario Premier Doug Ford said Thursday. He called on Carney to retaliate.
Lana Payne, the national president of Unifor, Canada's largest private-sector union, echoed Ford. "We have leverage as a country," she said in posts on X on Friday, "and we must use it because anyone who thinks the demand for concessions will stop ... needs to give their head a shake."
Holmes, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce executive, said retaliation could be counterproductive and should be "extremely targeted and precision-focused" to avoid further harming Canadian businesses.
Trump's sweeping tariffs on Canada and other countries have signaled that the president is serious about reworking the global trading system and reversing a decades-long trend of freer trade, analysts said. The question is what that will mean for Canada and Mexico when the USMCA comes up for review next year.
"I'm concerned that Trump is going to say he doesn't want to do it," Turnbull said, warning that the president might opt to scrap the deal entirely.
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Trump's new tariffs will hit these major trading partners
Here's how Canada, Mexico, China and other countries fare under President Donald Trump's plan to rebalance global trade.
By Vivian Ho, Victoria Craw | 2025-08-02
In a pair of executive orders, President Donald Trump has raised tariffs on merchandise from about 70 countries, most of them set to fall into place in a week.
Trump has argued that his high-risk trade strategy will rebalance a global system that he said has been tilted against the United States -- even as some economists warn that it could lead to renewed inflation and recession.
The new tariffs come after months of negotiations between the U.S. and its trade partners. Though few details have been made public, the administration has made deals with the United Kingdom, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan, Vietnam, South Korea, Cambodia, Thailand and the European Union.
Trade talks are still ongoing with a number of other countries. Here's where the tariffs stand now on some of the United States' largest trading partners:
One of the executive orders that Trump signed on Thursday announced that the United States would be raising tariffs on some Canadian goods from 25 percent to 35 percent, with the higher tariffs set to go into effect Friday. The higher tariffs on Canada came after Trump posted on social media that it would be "very hard" to reach a trade deal with Canada after the country said it planned to recognize a Palestinian state.
How will consumers be affected? The U.S. imported nearly $412 billion from Canada in 2024, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The main goods are crude oil and related products; vehicles and auto parts; and machinery such as turbines, engines and construction equipment parts.
Trump also said on Thursday that he is again postponing planned tariffs on imports from Mexico and extending the deadline for the country to make a deal for another 90 days after speaking on the phone with Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum. Trump's previously promised 25 percent tariff on Mexican imports (50 percent for steel, aluminum and copper) went into effect in March.
How will consumers be affected? The U.S. imports billions in goods from Mexico's agriculture, forestry and livestock sectors every year -- including the majority of the U.S. avocado supply.
The Trump administration had at one point set the tariff on goods from China, the United States' third-largest trading partner, to 145 percent before temporarily dropping the rate to 30 percent in May. This week, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that the U.S. and China have agreed to hold off on retaliatory trade measures as negotiations continue.
How will consumers be affected? China is the United States' main source of imported consumer goods, such as electronics and cellphones, clothing and children's toys.
The European Union will face a 15 percent duty on most imports to the U.S. under a trade deal announced on Sunday following months of contentious negotiations, an improvement to the 30 percent rate that the White House had previously threatened.
The deal, a rough agreement likely to become a framework for further negotiations, was swiftly derided by European leaders and trade experts as lopsided.
Switzerland, which is not an E.U. member, is negotiating a deal separately and will face tariffs of 39 percent, according to the White House statement Thursday, up from the 31 percent tariff announced in April. The country's Federal Council expressed "great regret" over the higher rate in a post on X and said it was analyzing the situation before deciding on next steps.
How will consumers be affected? Pharmaceuticals were the E.U.'s top export to the U.S. last year, as well as Switzerland's, where luxury items like watches are also manufactured. Other key E.U. exports include cars from Germany and wine from France and Italy.
The U.K. remains subject to the broad tariffs of 10 percent first announced in April, although a reduction for Britain's automotive and aerospace industries was negotiated when the U.K. became the first country to sign a new trade pact with the U.S. in early May.
Under the deal, which came into effect June 30, 10 percent tariffs on U.K. goods like engines and aircraft parts were removed, and car export tariffs dropped from 27.5 percent to 10 percent for the first 100,000 vehicles exported to the U.S. Trump said he personally intervened to lower tariffs on "very special cars" like Rolls-Royce and Bentley when the deal was announced.
How will consumers be affected? Top U.K. exports include machinery, vehicles and pharmaceuticals, according to global research firm Trading Economics.
Trump said last month that he clinched a trade deal with Japan and would impose a 15 percent duty on Japanese imports -- down from the 25 percent he threatened earlier last month.
In exchange, Japan will remove trade barriers for U.S. auto and agricultural imports and invest $550 billion in the United States, Trump said.
How will consumers be affected? Japan's largest imports to the U.S. are vehicles, machinery and electronics, according to Trading Economics.
The Trump administration on Thursday lowered the tariff on goods from Taiwan to 20 percent, down from the 32 percent announced in April -- an announcement that had spurred the Taipei stock exchange's single largest one-day drop. Taiwan is the United States' eighth-largest trading partner, according to federal data.
Taiwan President Lai Ching-te said at a news conference Friday that the new tariff was temporary and that the government expects to negotiate a lower figure, adding that rates for semiconductors, electronics and other information and communication technology are also still being negotiated.
How will consumers be affected? Taiwan's semiconductor industry produces 92 percent of the world's leading-edge computer chips.
Trump said Wednesday that he had reached a trade deal with South Korea, which was originally set to face a 25 percent tariff. Under the deal, South Korean imports will now face a 15 percent tariff rate. In exchange, South Korea -- the United States' ninth-largest trading partner -- will invest $350 billion in the U.S., directed by the White House, and purchase $100 billion in American energy.
How will consumers be affected? South Korea is the United States' ninth largest trading partner. Key imports include vehicles and machinery.
Trump announced a trade deal with Vietnam in early July that set a 20 percent tariff on Vietnamese goods and a 40 percent tariff on goods from countries that are shipped to American buyers via the Southeast Asian nation. The administration had previously sought to impose a 46 percent tariff on Vietnam, which the administration said has become a transshipment point for Chinese companies seeking to dodge U.S. tariffs.
How will consumers be affected? Vietnam exports billions in electronics, machinery, furniture and footwear to the U.S.
Indian goods entering the U.S. will now be subject to a 25 percent tariff, according to Thursday's executive order. The rate came after a barrage of social media posts from Trump this week that castigated India, the United States' 12th-largest trading partner, for purchasing Russian arms and energy, and mockingly suggested that the country could wind up buying oil from its archrival Pakistan.
Though a trade deal with India, one of the world's most protectionist trade regimes, had been one of the White House's top goals over the past few months, Trump wrote on Truth Social that he planned to order a 25 percent tariff rate for Indian imports and an unspecified "penalty" as of Friday.
"I don't care what India does with Russia," Trump posted on Truth Social on Thursday. "They can take their dead economies down together, for all I care."
How will consumers be affected? Like Vietnam, India has become an intermediary for goods shipped from China. Top exports include electronics and pharmaceutical products.
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Economy
Economic fears of investors are here -- and fed by Trump's reaction
President Donald Trump's economic policies have sparked controversy and uncertainty, with a recent jobs report fueling concerns about the economy's health.

President Donald Trump makes his way to Marine One at the White House on Friday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By David J. Lynch, Abha Bhattarai | 2025-08-02
For months, the U.S. economy appeared to be weathering the disruptive effects of President Donald Trump's trade and immigration policies.
But over the course of 72 hours, that sunny outlook darkened, as the latest government data this week showed the president's revolutionary remaking of the world's largest economy had hit a snag.
Friday's disappointing jobs report revealed a labor market that is much weaker than either the White House or Federal Reserve understood. Inflation, the voter irritant that helped return Trump to the Oval Office, is proving newly stubborn. And consumers are growing more cautious with their spending.
After campaigning on a pledge to free business from worrying about Washington's dictates, Trump has made public policy -- and his own norm-busting behavior -- the primary variables affecting the $30 trillion U.S. economy, economists said.
It all adds up to an economy that grew at an annual rate of 1.2 percent over the first half of the year, a notable downshift from its 2.4 percent pace at the end of 2024. The S&P 500 index, which has been on a tear since mid-April, reacted by shedding 2.5 percent of its value this week.
"We're seeing dramatic changes in policy across multiple dimensions. Trump inherited an economy that was in very good shape, that was in balance. He is trying to move it to a different equilibrium. And the corporate sector and everyone else are in the process of adjusting," said Eric Winograd, senior vice president of AllianceBernstein in New York.
That adjustment grew even tougher on Friday, when the president ordered the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics fired over claims that she had tampered with employment figures to hurt him politically, without presenting evidence.
Even as the costs of his policies became more apparent, the action ignited worries that Trump's volatile temperament could cause additional economic harm by undermining market confidence in the government data that investors, business executives and policymakers require to make decisions.
Firing a nonpartisan analyst for delivering bad news was "straight out of an autocratic playbook," said Heidi Shierholz, former chief economist of the Labor Department and now the president of the Economic Policy Institute, a left-of-center think tank.
"If policymakers and the public can't trust the data -- or suspect the data are being manipulated -- confidence collapses and reasonable economic decision-making becomes impossible. It's like trying to drive a car blindfolded," she said.
What provoked Trump's ire was news that employers had created just 73,000 jobs in July and that the BLS had overstated hiring for the prior two months by 258,000 positions. The downward revisions left total new hiring over the past three months at an anemic 106,000 compared with the 368,000 jobs created during the same period in 2024.
Trump's command to cashier Erika McEntarfer, a veteran labor economist who had helmed the agency since January 2024, drew widespread criticism including from the ex-Heritage Foundation economist he had appointed to that post in 2017, William Beach, who called the firing "totally groundless."
The president's thirst for complete control of public agencies' data and decisions extends to the nation's central bank. On Friday, Trump -- who has simultaneously said the economy was "booming" and called for urgent interest rate cuts to spur growth -- resumed his attacks on Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell.
"Jerome 'Too Late' Powell, a stubborn MORON, must substantially lower interest rates, NOW," Trump wrote on social media, one week after telling reporters the Fed chief was "a very good man."
The president has repeatedly mused about a near-unprecedented firing of Powell for refusing to cut rates to levels normally seen during profound economic weakness. This week, the Fed's monetary policy committee opted to stand pat, with Powell later telling reporters that the labor market was "solid."
The weak jobs report that Trump assailed may, ironically, increase the odds that the Fed will cut rates at its next meeting, in September. Investors believe there is a more than 80 percent chance of a rate cut next month, based on trading in financial instruments that track central bank actions, according to CME Group.
On Friday, Adriana Kugler, a member of the Fed's Board of Governors, announced her resignation, giving Trump an early opportunity to name a replacement who shares his desire for cheaper money. Kugler, whose term does not expire until January, was named to the board by President Joe Biden in 2023. She plans to return to her position as a professor at Georgetown University.
As a 2024 candidate, Trump promised to "cut costly and burdensome regulations." The president has slashed environmental mandates, taken a largely hands-off stance toward development of artificial intelligence, and mandated the elimination of 10 old regulations for each new rule.
Yet the sheer scale of Trump's economic ambitions, and his 24-7 social media pronouncements, have made Washington the focus of business and investment decision-making.
"Government policy [has] been the biggest change over the past couple of months," said Erica Groshen, senior labor market adviser at Cornell University who served as BLS commissioner from 2013 to 2017.
Trump's policies are dominating labor market trends. Uncertainty about his trade policy, which has lifted tariffs to their highest average rate since the 1930s, is freezing business decision-making, including over hiring, economists said.
In July, the only industries engaging in significant new hiring were health care and social assistance. The rest of the private sector lost a combined 49,000 jobs over the past three months, according to Kathy Bostjancic, Nationwide's chief economist.
"That really reflects this large degree of uncertainty that businesses are feeling about trade policy and the economic agenda, and particularly tariffs," she said. "It's the uncertainty here that is the real killer because it paralyzes companies. They don't know what to do."
At Craig's Coffee, a roastery and cafe in Detroit, policy uncertainty has forced owner Craig Batory to hit the brakes on hiring and expansion. He started the year ready to offer raises to his staff of eight and to hire at least two new employees, but scrapped those plans when the president intensified his campaign to remake global trade.
The majority of Batory's coffee comes from Brazil and will soon be subject to a 50 percent tax.
"Since the tariffs were announced, everything's gone on hold," he said. "All of the money we'd set aside for hiring, product testing, research and development, end-of-year bonuses -- all of that immediately went away because we had to save it to cover the rising cost of green coffee."
With major brands such as Procter & Gamble, Nike and Hasbro planning to raise prices, customers seem worried, too. About 30 percent of Batory's regulars have pared their monthly subscriptions this year from two bags of coffee to one, he said.
"It feels like everything has been indefinitely paused," he said. "I'm kind of holding my breath, hoping things change."
While fallout from the president's ambitious trade overhaul is slowing hiring, the administration's border policies are simultaneously shrinking the labor supply.
The immigration crackdown, including restrictions on student visas, is a worry for Kevin Chapin, who owns a violin sales and repair shop in New Haven, Connecticut.
About one-third of his business comes from foreign college students who play the violin. Several have already told him they're staying in their home countries this year because of the Trump administration's policies.
"We're anticipating a hit once school begins in the fall," Chapin said. "Our whole industry is very nervous."
He's frozen expansion plans, and when his only employee got a job offer in June, Chapin encouraged him to take it.
"I hate to say it, but I was glad to not have him on payroll anymore because it was a relief financially," he said, adding that he and his wife have been working overtime to keep the business going. "Under normal circumstances, I would've hired someone right away. But now I'm going to wait a few months until the bank account gets to a more comfortable place."
Chapin spent thousands of dollars buying up extra inventory early this year, hoping to stock up before new tariffs kicked in. Now he's low on cash and anticipating higher costs from new tariffs, raising the cost of instruments from China, horsehair from Mongolia and accessories from Europe.
So far, companies' need for more workers and the number of job seekers available have declined more or less to the same degree, keeping the unemployment rate from spiking, said Winograd, the economist.
But a smaller labor force with less hiring has troubling implications.
"It sends a signal that the growth rate of the economy is likely to be slower," Winograd added.
At the White House, officials this week celebrated a spate of recent trade deals and tariff announcements as marking an end to the uncertain environment that has chilled hiring and investment.
"We've been hearing a lot about uncertainty over the last few months, but that's all resolved now," Stephen Miran, chairman of the White House Council of Economic Advisers, told CNN, speaking before the president fired the BLS chief. "So, it's all going to get much, much better from here."
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5 ways that Trump's policies are impacting summer vacation 
Trump's policies are having a chilling effect on summer travel, with Americans opting for staycations and international visitors staying away. But no labor shortages are reported.

(Mark Makela/Getty Images)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2025-08-02
Some of America's favorite resort towns and beach getaways are a little quieter this summer, as President Donald Trump's trade wars and immigration crackdown appear to be dampening the travel boom that has defined the summers since the pandemic.
On the Jersey Shore and Delaware beaches, and in the Poconos, travelers are spending less. Las Vegas tourism is sputtering. And Niagara Falls hotels are emptier this year, according to business leaders and a Federal Reserve policy report.
The pullback on summer vacationing is modest but coincides with Americans saying they feel worse about the economy than they have in years as they face a weakening labor market and longer bouts of unemployment. Meanwhile, international travel has fallen because of concerns about Trump administration rhetoric and policies.
At the same time, the U.S.-Mexico border is sealed off to immigrants and hundreds of thousands of immigrants in the United States have lost work authorization, meaning the supply of workers for tourism jobs is weaker. But so far, no major labor shortages have been reported, partly because of the drop in consumer demand, experts say.
Here's how Trump's policies are affecting summer travel.
Shorter trips. Day trips. Staycations.
After years of splurging, many Americans are budgeting on travel this summer. Fewer households are booking airline tickets or hotel rooms now than they were a year ago, according to data from Bank of America. Consumer spending on recreation fell 5 percent in June compared to the prior month, according to Bureau of Economic Analysis data released Thursday. The number of people taking time off work in July dropped to its lowest level since the pandemic, according to Labor Department data. Luxury travel has continued to boom unabated.
Fears that looming tariffs could spike prices again -- following years of high inflation -- have pushed Americans to pull back on spending on hotels and airfare.
"Uncertainty about the direction of the economy and rising costs for basic necessities like food and utilities is reducing disposable income -- meaning less travel, less vacations," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at tax and consulting firm RSM US. "Staycations are back."
Some immigrants are staying home in fear of getting caught in the crosshairs of immigration enforcement.
Several tourist destinations such as Norfolk and Charleston, South Carolina, have seen a steady stream of tourists this summer, according to local business leaders, while other hot spots, such as Las Vegas, are experiencing a sharp slowdown. Hotel room occupancy in Vegas has fallen more than 12 percent year-over-year as of July 19, according to CoStar, a provider of real estate data and analytics.
International travel to the United States is slumping, despite a pickup in tourists from some countries. Foreign arrivals to the U.S. by air were down 6.6% in June compared to last year, according to the International Trade Administration.
International arrivals of those staying more than one night are projected to fall 8.2 percent in 2025, according to Tourism Economics, a global analytics and advisory firm.
Some would-be travelers say they are nervous because of the Trump administration's policies and rhetoric around tariffs and immigration, among other issues. Stricter visa and immigration requirements have led a number of European countries and Canada to issue travel advisories for the United States. A new visa fee, included in Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, will increase the cost of traveling to the United States by $250 for many foreigners.
"The United States is not endearing itself to the rest of the world," said Adam Sacks, president of Tourism Economics. "We're seeing declines from major markets, including Canada, South Korea, Germany and France due to consistently divisive policy and rhetoric."
San Diego, Cape Cod and Bar Harbor business leaders told The Washington Post they're hearing from hotels and restaurants that fewer foreign vacationers are coming this summer.
Canadians, who make up roughly 1 in 4 visitors to the United States, are steering clear in reaction to heightened trade levies and hostile comments from Trump about making Canada a "a 51st state."
Canadian travel to the U.S. plunged earlier this year and has not recovered. Restaurants and retailers in New England have reported a "significant slowdown" in visits from Canadians, according to the July Federal Reserve report. In the Upper Midwest and Great Plains states, international travel is also down, especially from Canada.
"We have seen a reduction in international visitors in general," said Paul Niedzwiecki, chief executive at the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce, adding that the seaside city of Provincetown "usually sees a higher number of Canadian visitors and there have been fewer so far this season."
Trump's efforts to stop new immigration, deport hundreds of thousands of immigrants and strip legal status from many more could hurt the tourism industry, where 1 in 3 workers is foreign born, according to the U.S. Travel Association and the American Hotel and Lodging Association, trade groups that represents the tourism industry. Since March, the U.S. immigrant workforce has declined by more than 1.6 million, according to Labor Department data released Friday.
So far, the sector has not reported widespread impact to their summer workforce. That's partially because restaurants and hotels especially on the East Coast have been able to secure seasonal workers on J-1 and H-2B visas for this summer. The administration has paused interviews for J-1 visas, which include a program that employers use to hire over 100,000 foreign students every year to work in jobs including restaurants and amusement parks.
Still, some communities are on alert as immigration authorities have arrested and deported workers in tourism hot spots this year. In May, ICE agents arrested some 40 immigrants on Martha's Vineyard, forcing some businesses to temporarily shutter. U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents have detained more than 20 workers on Carnival cruises off the coast of Norfolk since April, according to The Virginian-Pilot.
In the years immediately following the pandemic, hotels and restaurants struggled to find and retain workers at the wages they were offering. Hotels cut back on daily room cleaning. Restaurants automated service. Pools closed.
But the consumer pullback could be helping alleviate employers' labor woes. Job openings in hotel and food services fell by 308,000 in June, according to data released Tuesday by the Labor Department, and hover near pre-pandemic levels. The decline in tourism could be softening demand in some sectors and diminishing the need for immigrant workers, economists say.
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell remarked on Wednesday that a lack of immigration due to Trump's tougher policies is offsetting a drop off in demand for workers: "Demand for workers is slowing, but so is the supply," Powell told reporters. "It's in balance."
In popular tourist destinations, such as Bar Harbor and Niagara Falls, business leaders report that labor shortages that defined summer hiring from 2021 to 2023 have all but vanished.
"The last couple of years I felt so bad that I wanted to go over and help my hoteliers, but this year I haven't heard of any problems in that arena," said John Percy, president of chamber of commerce in Niagara Falls. Hotel occupancy in the Canada border city is down more than 7 percent year-over-year, he said.
Some states, including Florida, where tourism is a major industry and thousands of immigrants have lost or are losing legal status due to Trump administration orders, could take a sharp hit in the coming months.
Abha Bhattarai, Alyssa Fowers and Federica Cocco contributed to this report.
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Economy
Trump fires labor statistics chief after large revision to jobs report
Trump orders firing of Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, after release of large revisions to employment data




By Andrew Ackerman, Jacob Bogage | 2025-08-02

President Donald Trump defended firing the Bureau of Labor Statistics chief on Aug. 1 after the release of a jobs report showing slowing employment growth.


President Donald Trump on Friday said he ordered the dismissal of the official in charge of compiling basic statistics about the U.S. economy after the release of a soft jobs report that showed lackluster July employment growth and revealed large downward revisions for hiring in May and June.
Erika McEntarfer, the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, was appointed to that role in 2024 by President Joe Biden. Commissioners serve four-year terms that often overlap with multiple presidential administrations. The commissioner before McEntarfer, the conservative economist William Beach, served in both the Biden and first Trump administrations.
Trump, who announced McEntarfer's ouster on social media, criticized her as a Biden appointee overseeing what he falsely called "faked" jobs numbers. He said he would replace McEntarfer with someone "more competent and qualified."
Without evidence, he alleged the jobs numbers had been manipulated for political purposes.
"In my opinion, today's Jobs Numbers were RIGGED in order to make the Republicans, and ME, look bad," he posted on his Truth Social site shortly after announcing that he would fire McEntarfer.
The firing came just hours after the BLS reported that the job market was far weaker than previously believed. Large cuts to earlier job counts erased 258,000 positions originally reported for May and June, marking the steepest two-month downward revision on record outside the pandemic. July figures were also below expectations, highlighting an economy struggling under new tariffs and aggressive immigration restrictions.
Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer said in a social media post that "a recent string of major revisions have come to light and raised concerns about decisions being made" by McEntarfer, whom she described as "the Biden-appointed Labor Commissioner." Deputy Labor Statistics Commissioner William Wiatrowski will serve as acting commissioner during a search to permanently fill the position, Chavez-DeRemer said. Wiatrowski served as the acting commissioner twice before.
Neither McEntarfer nor a BLS representative immediately responded to requests for comment.
"The president is just shooting the messenger, it's not more complicated than that," said Doug Holtz-Eakin, president of the right-leaning American Action Forum and a former director of the Congressional Budget Office. "The data that were released today conformed in every way to the standards of past employment reports."
Revisions to job reports are common. Economists said the recent outsize changes from previous months were less about individual failings and more a reflection of how the government gathers its data. Early versions of the jobs report rely on larger firms that respond quickly, while responses from smaller businesses -- often more affected by economic headwinds -- filter in later.
As their data is added, job totals have been steadily revised downward, painting a grimmer picture of the labor market than earlier reports suggested. In June, much of the revision was linked to state and local education jobs, whose numbers dropped dramatically after updated data came in.
"A big revision in one jobs report is not a sign of the declining accuracy of federal statistics, especially when there is so much uncertainty and good reasons job numbers are likely to be revised," said Jed Kolko, a senior fellow with the Peterson Institute for International Economics.
These extraordinary revisions and the sudden removal of a BLS chief could inject more uncertainty into an already volatile labor landscape. The episode underscores questions about the state of the U.S. job market and also about the independence and stability of the federal agencies tasked with reporting the nation's most critical economic data.
Staffing shortages at the bureau are already fueling questions about the agency's ability to accurately tabulate data on consumer prices.
"The president is risking material economic harm through his politicization of the BLS and of official government data," said Michael Strain, an economist at the conservative American Enterprise Institute, who worked with McEntarfer in the early 2010s at the U.S. Census Bureau.
"It is imperative that businesses, households and investors believe that official government data are accurate and do not reflect any political bias," Strain said. "Fortunately, that is true of the data, but by sowing doubt, President Trump is undermining the integrity of the information that businesses, investors and households rely on."
Beach, who served as McEntarfer's predecessor during Trump's first term and into the Biden administration, called the firing "totally groundless." He warned it set a dangerous precedent and risked undermining the agency's statistical mission.
Earlier Friday, the bureau said an educational issue may have been the biggest driver of the most recent revisions. For June alone, the department downwardly revised nonfarm payrolls by 133,000 on a seasonally adjusted basis, "largely the result of routine incorporation of additional/corrected sample that came in after the initial release," a department spokeswoman said in a written statement. The revision, she added, was concentrated within state and local government education, contributing to about 40 percent of the total downward shift.
June's report initially showed a gain of 63,500 jobs in that sector, but updated figures released Friday slashed that number to just 7,500 -- a sign the earlier spike may have reflected seasonal quirks tied to the school calendar.
The department spokeswoman said monthly revisions typically have offsetting movements among major industries, meaning some industries see figures revised up while others see downward revisions. But in June, most of the industry revisions were negative, she added.
Lawmakers expressed alarm over the decision.
Asked whether she could trust the federal government's jobs statistics after McEntarfer's firing, Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), a Trump foil, exclaimed, "No! That's the problem!"
"And when you fire people, it makes people trust them even less," she added.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) called McEntarfer's dismissal "very dangerous" and "another step in Trump's moving this country toward authoritarianism."
"I think what Trump is doing is destroying the credibility of the United States government in terms of informing the American people about the realities of what is going on in our society," Sanders said. "If you fire the people, the objective people who try to come up with the best information possible, and replace them with political hacks who will tell the president what he wants to hear, then nobody will trust that information, and, in the long run, it makes it harder for us to go forward because we don't really know what's going on."
One BLS employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they fear retaliation for speaking to the media, said that McEntarfer is well liked, good at her job and widely viewed as nonpartisan among agency staffers.
"I have not met anyone that dislikes her," the staffer said. "She's straight up with the fact that this is an apolitical agency. That we produce data, we don't produce politics."
Following McEntarfer's firing Friday, staffers received an email from BLS leaders saying that they had no further information about the matter.
"There is very blatant shock across the bureau," the staffer added. "There is a fear that they're going to appoint someone that will tell us that we can't do our jobs."
Riley Beggin, Liz Goodwin and Lauren Kaori Gurley contributed to this report.
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Economy
Fed governor to resign early, handing Trump immediate opening on board
Federal Reserve governor Adriana Kugler is stepping down from her position early, creating an unexpected opening for President Donald Trump to shape the central bank.

The Federal Reserve building in Washington undergoes construction June 27. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-08-02
Federal Reserve governor Adriana Kugler is stepping down early from the central bank's powerful board of governors, creating an immediate vacancy that will give President Donald Trump an early opportunity to shape the Fed's leadership as he continues to push for lower interest rates.
Kugler, a 55-year-old labor economist, was nominated by President Joe Biden, and her term was set to expire in January. Her unexpected resignation opens a slot on the Fed that could help shift the balance of the central bank's policymaking, which Trump has been seeking for months.
Whoever Trump nominates to succeed Kugler may ultimately replace Jerome H. Powell as chair of the seven-member Fed board.
"We just found out that I have a open spot on the Federal Reserve Board. I'm very happy about that," Trump said late Friday before boarding Marine One.
Trump has repeatedly attacked Powell for not moving to immediately slash the Fed's short-term interest rates, saying lower rates are needed to juice the economy. On Friday, he renewed those attacks, saying in a social media post that Powell should "be put 'out to pasture.'" In an earlier post, he referred to the Fed chief as "a stubborn MORON" and said the Fed board should "assume control" if Powell refuses to reduce the cost of borrowing.
Powell has generally declined to comment on the president's attacks.
"Trump's influence on interest rates will now be felt earlier and more strongly," because Kugler's replacement adds another governor who may side against Powell on policy, said Derek Tang, an economist at LHMeyer, an economic consulting firm
The Federal Reserve is structured to be insulated from day-to-day political pressure, meaning it operates independently from the White House and isn't subject to the annual congressional appropriations process. But the president appoints each of its seven governors and also designates one of the governors to serve as chair to a four-year term. The Senate confirms the nominees.
In a statement announcing her resignation Friday, the Fed said Kugler would return to teaching at Georgetown University in the fall. She had missed this week's policy meeting, where the Fed left interest rates unchanged, citing personal reasons. Her resignation is effective Aug. 8.
For a period this past spring, Trump appeared to be leaning toward trying to fire Powell, but close advisers convinced him not to, for fear of disrupting financial markets from an all-out battle with the Fed.
Whomever Trump taps to lead the central bank faces a complex balancing act: managing the monetary policy goals of an institution designed to operate independently, while also navigating the demands of a president unafraid to publicly pressure the Fed for lower interest rates. The next chair would be likely to come under intense scrutiny from financial markets and within the Fed itself, as officials gauge whether political loyalty might come at the expense of the central bank's credibility in fighting inflation.
If investors come to believe the next Fed chair will act as an extension of Trump's political will, rather than as an independent steward of monetary policy, they could demand higher yields on U.S. government debt to compensate for the expectations of higher inflation. That could push up longer-term borrowing costs across the economy, even if the Fed bows to pressure from the White House to cut its short-term benchmark rate.
So far, the list of contenders for the top job include National Economic Council Director Kevin Hassett, former Fed governor Kevin Warsh and Fed governor Christopher Waller, each with distinct strengths. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent is also seen as a potential contender, though Trump has made it clear he likes Bessent in his current position.
Trump and top administration officials have also criticized Powell for cost overruns on an expansive $2.5 billion renovation of two office buildings along the National Mall. Trump even took the unusual step of visiting the central bank in person last week, something a sitting president hadn't done in nearly 20 years.
Instead of fireworks, what unfolded was a surprisingly cordial, if sometimes awkward, meeting. Trump, wearing a white hard hat alongside Powell, refrained from criticizing the Fed chair, telling reporters he didn't want to make the meeting personal. He later said he wouldn't fire the Fed chair and signaled he wanted the project to proceed. But scrutiny of the Fed's facilities and spending may intensify as congressional Republicans press ahead with probes of the matter.
During his first term, Trump repeatedly criticized Powell -- whom he appointed as chair -- berating him on social media and imploring the Fed to lower rates. By late 2018, Trump started asking advisers whether he could fire Powell after markets dipped on fears of the president's escalating trade war with China. His advisers told him he lacked the authority.
Publicly, Powell did not respond to the attacks, and while the Fed ultimately cut interest rates in 2019, it did so to address a slowdown in the U.S. economy caused by the U.S.-China trade war. It was an easier call for the Federal Reserve because inflation wasn't a concern at the time, unlike the present circumstance.
Though governors are appointed to staggered 14-year terms, it's common for them to leave early. Still, the timing of Kugler's departure hands Trump the chance to install a new voice about six months before he otherwise might have been able to.
Powell's tenure as chair expires in May, although he can remain on the Fed as a governor until early 2028. Trump's selection for Kugler's seat would be in position to step into the top job.
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Economic Policy
Stock markets decline as Trump readies sweeping new tariffs for Aug. 7
The taxes on imports could raise prices on consumer goods, experts worry, but the economy has so far shaken off the potential impact.

President Donald Trump takes questions from reporters on Thursday at the White House. (Pete Marovich/For The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-08-01
President Donald Trump's sweeping new taxes on imports are set to take effect in a week, as the White House aims to use a historic increase in tariffs to overhaul global trading alliances.
Stock markets slid Friday, with all three major U.S. indexes closing down by more than 1.2 percent. Markets fell in most of Asia and Europe, as well.
The White House announced Thursday night that modified versions of the tariffs Trump initially unveiled in April would kick in on Aug. 7, giving U.S. Customs and Border Protection officials time to prepare to collect the taxes. The president has rolled out frameworks for deals with 11 of the United States' top 15 trading partners, and he said temporary trade truces with China and Mexico would remain in effect as negotiators continue talks.

President Trump aims to use a historic increase in tariffs, which he announced on July 31, to overhaul global trading alliances.


But Trump raised tariffs on some imports from Canada -- the United States' second-largest trading partner -- to 35 percent Thursday, indicating little progress toward a deal with Ottawa. That took effect Friday. So far, there is no agreement with large trading partners India, Switzerland or Taiwan, either.
Importers are now paying a 10 percent levy on goods from all countries, but most products from nations that run a trade surplus with the U.S. -- meaning Americans buy more goods from those countries than U.S. companies export there -- will see 15 percent tariffs. For some countries, the tariffs are higher, ranging to 41 percent; in others, where negotiations have set different rates, they're lower on specific goods.
The new tariff regime brings the tax burden on imports to 18.3 percent, according to the Yale Budget Lab, the highest mark since 1934. Entering Trump's second term, the national tariff rate hovered between 2 and 3 percent.
Trump has long held that imposing taxes on trade will improve the nation's grim finances and rebalance relationships with foreign nations that he says are taking advantage of the U.S.
But consumers often ultimately pay for tariffs through higher prices, and there are many nations with which the U.S. must trade to secure goods that can't be made or grown at home. Some economists worry that Trump's new trade policy could cause the economy to shrink and rupture certain alliances that domestic producers have relied upon to manufacture cheap goods.
"Customs and tariff revenue have already totaled more than $150 billion since President Trump took office, leading to the first June budget surplus in nearly a decade," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Thursday. "Those revenue will skyrocket even further starting tomorrow, when new reciprocal tariff rates take effect."
So far, the economy has shrugged off much of the impact -- and uncertainty -- as Trump has imposed the duties, then paused them, on certain countries. But beneath the surface, the economy has begun to show signs of slowing, with indications that the import taxes could be partially responsible. Inflation has remained persistently elevated in the Federal Reserve's preferred measurement, and a soft jobs report Friday pointed to employers pulling back on workforce investments.
"The sectoral breakdown of the weakness, on its face, is broader than just a tariff story. It seems to be consistent with broad economic slowing, which is what we see in the GDP numbers," said Ernie Tedeschi, director of economics at the Yale Budget Lab, and a former economic adviser in the Biden administration. "If you think that tariffs are the main culprit of the economic weakening in the first half of the year, then that's going to affect employment across the board."
The agreements that Trump announced over the past few months are not formal trade deals; those can take years to negotiate, with provisions to cover the smallest details of varieties of imports and tariff rates.
The president announced a wide range of tariffs on April 2, which he dubbed "Liberation Day." Those would have raised the country's effective tariff rate to 28 percent, according to the Yale Budget Lab.
The move staggered global markets, and Trump quickly pulled back, punting the start date for the levies for three months to allow negotiating time with foreign leaders. Since then, U.S. stock markets have rallied to new highs, essentially shrugging off the prospect of tariff rates that would have been unthinkable before Trump returned to office -- although that was before the Thursday announcement.
In the meantime, the White House and Republicans turned their attention to Trump's massive tax and immigration legislative agenda, hoping to shove the legislation that came to be known as the One Big Beautiful Bill through Congress by July 4 -- and well before the August tariff deadline.
Policymakers hoped that the most populist provisions of the bill, such as ending taxes on tips, overtime wages and auto loan interest, would goose consumer spending enough to offset any pain from tariffs.
"There was kind of a singular purpose leading up to July 4 of getting that across the finish line that probably kept the focus away from tariffs a little bit and more on trying to gain an accomplishment," said one of the White House's corporate trade allies, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the administration's strategy.
Trump used the newly threatened rates to try to build new leverage on trading partners with whom negotiations have not proved fruitful. In April, Trump threatened a 31 percent rate on imports from Switzerland; Thursday, he increased the Swiss rate to 39 percent.
A White House official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to candidly describe the talks, said that was because "Swiss officials were not willing to make serious concessions as it relates to their trade barriers."
A Swiss embassy spokesperson said in a statement that the trade balance between the U.S. and Switzerland is "roughly even" when taking into account Swiss purchases of U.S. services, and that roughly 99 percent of American goods can be imported into Switzerland duty-free.
"Switzerland has been and remains in contact with the relevant U.S. authorities," the spokesperson said. "It continues to seek a negotiated solution with the U.S. in accordance with Swiss law and its obligations under international law."
Representatives from the Swiss embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The tax on Canadian imports jumped from a 25 percent threat in April to 35 percent. Trump has voiced frustration with Canadian officials for what he has described as underinvestment in its defense industry and the country's plan to recognize a Palestinian state in the coming months.
The tariffs could be undone by legal challenges. Trump imposed many of them using the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, or IEEPA, a 1977 statute that gives the president broad latitude to regulate international commerce during a declared emergency.
The law, though, does not mention tariffs. Groups of businesses, advocacy organizations and states have challenged Trump's authority to levy tariffs using IEEPA. A trade court in May ruled that Trump overstepped, and after the White House appealed, another panel of judges heard arguments Thursday on the case. Experts say the question appears destined for the Supreme Court.
Rachel Lerman contributed to this report.
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Business
7 takeaways from NTSB hearings on the deadly D.C. plane crash
NTSB hearings and documents revealed failures by the Army and FAA in the Jan. 29 crash of an American Airlines jet and an Army Black Hawk that killed 67.

(Imogen Piper/The Washington Post/TWP)


By Rachel Weiner, Ian Duncan, Tara  Copp, Alex Horton | 2025-08-02
Two days of hearings and 10,000 pages of new documents from the National Transportation Safety Board have illuminated factors that led to the deadly collision of an American Airlines regional passenger jet and an Army Black Hawk helicopter, laying out in detail missed opportunities to avert the disaster that stretched back years in some cases.
The unfolding evidence has revealed broad failures by both the Army and the Federal Aviation Administration to recognize and act on risks in the busy airspace surrounding Washington's Reagan National Airport, despite warnings from air traffic controllers. In the moments leading up to the Jan. 29 crash, those conditions created an environment where apparent mistakes by an air traffic controller and the Army helicopter crew proved deadly, killing 67 people. Here's what we know:
Control tower staff at National Airport, citing the need to separate helicopters and airliners in the area, proposed eliminating or moving the helicopter route where the crash occurred, according to the documents and testimony. The route passed close below the landing path for the runway the American Airlines flight was using, Runway 33.
But the idea was blocked at the office of a regional FAA manager who deemed the idea "too political," according to an NTSB report summarizing investigators' findings.
Clark Allen, who was the operations manager at the tower at the time of the crash, testified during the hearing that the idea of eliminating the route or shifting it east over Interstate 295 -- where it would be farther from the landing path -- was raised in meetings with the agencies that use the airspace.
"Both of those options, we were told, we were unable to do due to continuity of government operations or security," Allen said.
An alternative proposal to label the area where the crash happened as a hot spot on aviation charts was also blocked.
On the second day of the hearing, FAA managers painted a picture of an airspace that was chronically busy, requiring controllers at National to juggle a complex mix of jet and helicopter traffic. They used tactics like visual separation -- relying on helicopter pilots to see and avoid planes -- and pulled off what are known as "squeeze plays" to get planes in and out with minimal gaps.
Controllers also relied on Runway 33, an extra but shorter option at National, to relieve pressure on the main runway. Those measures all were all in use at the time of the crash. Allen testified that controllers were "pushing the line" on safety in a culture that relied on them to just "make it work."
There was an effort in 2023 to reduce traffic flows. An air traffic control manager at a neighboring facility that guides airliners toward National developed a proposal to slow the rate at which planes arrived. But the idea was proposed at a time when airlines were looking to add more flights at National as part of a major FAA bill in Congress, and Allen told investigators it was rejected as "too political."
"We were told to stand down," Allen said.
The controller, who has not been identified, was managing 21 aircraft in the 10 minutes before the collision, according to NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy. He was working two positions at once, responsible for both helicopter and jet traffic. In his interview with investigators, he said that before the crash, he "was starting to become a little overwhelmed" and considered asking for help, but traffic soon eased to what he described as a manageable level. A pilot on a flight that arrived just before the crash told investigators that the controller had seemed "exceptionally busy" and was "not instilling a lot of confidence."
The controller approved the Army crew's request to proceed down the Potomac River using visual separation, informing them that the American flight was coming in to land. A senior Army pilot questioned why the controller did not tell the helicopter to wait near Hains Point, saying in an interview with investigators that that was standard practice in his experience. The controller said the decision was made on a case-by-case basis.
In a key moment of testimony Thursday, FAA official Nick Fuller acknowledged that the controller made an error: He should have warned the jet's pilots that the helicopter was approaching from the north and that the "the targets were likely to merge."
In his interview, the controller said that by the time he realized there was going to be a conflict, giving a warning would probably have been fruitless.
"I don't think it would have made a difference honestly," the controller said.
Data released by the NTSB this week revealed that the barometric altimeter -- an instrument that told the pilot and co-pilot how high they were flying above the Potomac River -- gave measurements 80 to 100 feet lower than the helicopter's actual altitude during that flight. It was a major discrepancy when the crew was supposed to hold a narrow window of altitude of only 200 feet to avoid landing airplanes. The collision occurred at 278 feet above the river.
The pilots were flying one of the Army's older Lima models of Black Hawk that night, and once investigators found the crash data discrepancy, they tested three other Limas in the unit. They found each had barometric altimeters that gave readings 80 to 130 feet off of actual altitude. Those discrepancies did not concern crews, some of the Army witnesses told investigators, because the altimeter could be as much as 70 feet off and still be acceptable to operate.
But an expert consulted by the NTSB pointed out in a paper that even the acceptable deviation would allow helicopters and airliners at the intersection of Route 4 and Runway 33 to get too close.
In a heated exchange, investigators asked why the Army was not more concerned about this and did not test its whole fleet and immediately warn crews. The Army is still looking into possible technical causes and was planning to issue a formal advisory in September. There are about 100 Lima Black Hawk models still in use in the Army.
A key system that could have provided real-time location data on the Black Hawk to other nearby aircraft was not working at the time of the crash -- but even if it had been, the American Airlines jet, flown by regional operator PSA Airlines, did not have the ability to receive the data.
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast, or ADSB, has two parts: ADSB-out, which broadcasts out an aircraft's real-time location, and ADSB-in, which is used to take in real-time location feeds from other aircraft nearby.
NTSB investigators found that all of the ADSB-out systems on the Army battalion's older Black Hawks were not working because of a time-setting error. But the Army often turned off ADSB-out anyway because that unit flew sensitive routes, and ADSB-out not only broadcasts exact location to other aircraft but also to any airplane enthusiast on the ground trying to track the flight.
It's not clear whether the Black Hawk broadcasting ADSB-out would have made a difference. The PSA jet would have had to have ADSB-in, and testimony Friday indicated it did not. While the FAA does require aircraft to have an ADSB-out system, there's not a similar requirement for ADSB-in.
Since the crash, the Army has changed its policies to increase the number of flights where it will broadcast ADSB-out. The Army has also purchased 1,700 new ADSB systems to upgrade its fleet.
Pilots who have flown the same routes said using night vision was the standard procedure when flying in darkness, and their preference, because it allows them to see hazards more clearly. But it also introduces challenges: The goggles limit field of view to about 40 degrees in what pilots liken to looking through toilet paper rolls. Pilots told investigators they combat this by constantly moving their head in a scanning motion so they can monitor for obstacles in all directions.
Crucially, the light magnification can be overpowering in a bright environment like the Washington area and make it difficult to distinguish lights from each other, particularly in the direction of the jet drawing closer to the Black Hawk. Looking in the direction of the plane would be met with "a sea of lights," Chief Warrant Officer 5 David Van Vechten Jr., an Army instructor pilot, told investigators in a statement released by the NTSB.
"It would be difficult to see the aircraft because they're almost masked behind the terrain," he said. "So picking up aircraft to the left, to the left front, like where that fixed wing would have been, would have been very, very difficult."
Transcripts of the internal discussions among the Black Hawk crew showed confusion and misinterpretation of air traffic controller instructions, increasing the possibility that they were trying to avoid another jet altogether. In the seconds before the collision, the controller asked whether the crew could see the incoming jet. They told the controller they did and requested "visual separation."
But in the cockpit, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Andrew Eaves, who was evaluating a junior pilot, appeared to be confused about what the controller wanted. He instructed Cpt. Rebecca Lobach to hew closer to the left side of the Potomac. The Black Hawk collided with the plane about three seconds later, and there is no indication from the transcript that they saw it coming.
Van Vechten, the instructor pilot, told investigators Thursday that the controller asked the Black Hawk crew a "confusing" question about whether they could see the CRJ, the type of plane Flight 5342 was operating.
"They were probably saying, 'Yes, I see the CRJ lining up on Runway 1; it's no factor,'" Van Vechten said.
At that moment, another plane was approaching Runway 1 -- the main runway -- which might have been the aircraft the Black Hawk crew was mistakenly focused on.
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Media
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting to shut down following funding cuts
Trump's successful campaign to strip federal money to NPR and PBS effectively ended the public media middleman. 

NPR headquarters in Washington. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-08-01
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting said it will close following Congress's decision to strip its current funding and foreclose on future appropriations.
CPB, established by the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967, is a nonprofit set up to dole out congressionally appropriated funds to NPR, PBS, and public radio and TV stations around the United States. President Donald Trump launched a successful campaign to claw back the $1.1 billion allocated for the organization for the next two years, a measure he signed into law last month.
At the heart of the campaign was a critique that public media produce news that is biased and too liberal and should not be funded by taxpayer dollars. That argument, long held among many conservatives, finally prevailed thanks to unified Republican government during Trump's second term.
"Despite the extraordinary efforts of millions of Americans who called, wrote, and petitioned Congress to preserve federal funding for CPB, we now face the difficult reality of closing our operations," CPB President and CEO Patricia Harrison said in a statement. "CPB remains committed to fulfilling its fiduciary responsibilities and supporting our partners through this transition with transparency and care."
CPB not only served as a funding middleman between Congress and public media stations but also negotiated music rights and procured technical infrastructure on behalf of the stations. That leaves an open question as to what entity, if any, will fill that gap.
The closure was announced one day after the Senate Appropriations Committee released a bill that would zero out funding for CPB.
In a press release, CPB said it told its employees that most positions would be cut on Sept. 30, the final day of the fiscal year, and a small team will stay on to shut down the agency through January, in part because the music licenses they have negotiated expire at the end of December.
"The ripple effects of this closure will be felt across every public media organization and, more importantly, in every community across the country that relies on public broadcasting," Katherine Maher, CEO of NPR, wrote in a statement.
"We will continue to respond to this crisis by stepping up to support locally owned, nonprofit public radio stations and local journalism across the country, working to maintain public media's promise of universal service, and upholding the highest standards for independent journalism and cultural programming in service of our nation," Maher said.
PBS also suggested it would step up to fill the void. "As this remarkable institution winds down, PBS is committed to building on CPB's legacy and maintaining our service to the American people for years to come," a spokesperson said.
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Economy
Summer labor market is much weaker than previously reported
While tariffs, high interest rates, stubborn inflation and federal government cuts have yet to sink the labor market into turmoil, signs of underlying weakness are growing.

Hiring signs outside a fast food restaurant in Arlington Heights, Illinois, on July 17. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Andrew Ackerman | 2025-08-01
The U.S. labor market is much weaker than policymakers realized, with U.S. employers pulling back sharply on hiring especially in May and June, as they grapple with uncertainty fueled by Trump administration policies.
The economy added 73,000 jobs in July, less than expected. But more shockingly, hiring in May and June was downgraded by a quarter of a million jobs than previously reported, according to Labor Department data released Friday. The July jobs report paints a shakier picture of the labor market than data previously suggested, which prompted President Donald Trump to lash out and order the firing of the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the agency that compiles the jobs report.
The weak labor market news combined with the White House announcement of new, sharper tariffs for dozens of countries taking hold next week soured financial markets on Friday, with the S&P 500 and the tech-heavy Nasdaq both trading more than 1 percent lower.
The unemployment rate in July also edged up slightly to 4.2 percent, a relatively low level.
The labor market weakened  because of erratic trade policies, elevated interest rates and federal spending cuts, as well as tougher immigration enforcement policies, economists say. Also a pullback in consumer spending could be constraining employers growth plans.
"There's little question about what this report says about the labor market: It's weaker," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG. "We've got everything from tariffs and the uncertainty that they triggered, with hiring freezes across many companies, to a federal workforce that is thinning out."
Job creation for May and June was revised lower by a combined 258,000 jobs -- bringing June job creation down to 14,000, and May to 19,000, both very low levels. About 40 percent of the revision came from weaker job gains in state and local public education than previously recorded; the rest was spread across a variety of industries.
The huge downward revision prompted Trump to announce in a Truth Social post that he ordered the firing of Bureau of Labor Statistics Commissioner Erika McEntarfer, who was appointed by President Joe Biden, suggesting she had "faked" jobs data for political purposes to improve Vice President Kamala Harris' chances of winning the presidential election last year. There is no evidence of BLS misconduct.
Earlier in the day, Trump reignited routine attacks on Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell, whom Trump previously threatened to fire, calling him a "disaster" and demanding interest rate cuts.
"The monster downward revisions to the past two months inflicts a major blow to the picture of labor market robustness," said Seema Shah, chief global strategist at Principal Asset Management, in an analyst's note. "What's more concerning is that with negative impact of tariffs only just starting to be felt, the coming months are likely to see even clearer evidence of a labor market slowdown."
White House Council of Economic Advisers Chair Stephen Miran said Friday that the jobs report "isn't ideal," but "it's all going to get much, much better from here."
"We're creating trade deals left and right that have unlocked enormous new potential for the American economy. The tariff uncertainty is fading away. Tariff rates are settling in," Miran said. "On top of that, there are such strong, powerful incentives in the one big, beautiful bill for investment."
The dour jobs data increases pressure on the Fed, which has put off cutting interest rates for months, citing labor market strength. On Wednesday, Powell told reporters that "solid" job gains gave the central bank ammunition to hold off on rate cuts, as it monitors "downside risks." But Friday's report suggests that cracks in the labor market have grown, raising the chances of a September rate cut.
The Fed is in a tricky position, tasked with balancing its dual mandate of maximum employment and stable inflation. Prolonged economic uncertainty appears to have slowed growth and weakened the jobs market, conditions that would normally prompt a rate cut. At the same time, tariffs appear to be reigniting inflationary pressures, potentially justifying higher rates instead.
The jobs data offered other reasons for concern. In July, hiring gains were concentrated in just two industries: Health care, fueled by the country's aging population, added 55,000 jobs, and social assistance added 18,000 positions -- boosted by services for families. The two accounted for 94 percent of job growth, according to the data.
Federal government payrolls fell by 12,000 amid widespread cuts enacted by the Trump administration that have amounted to 84,000 positions since January.
Tariff-sensitive industries, facing higher import costs, showed sluggish growth or lost jobs. Retail added 16,000 jobs; construction ticked up by 2,000 positions; and transportation and warehousing increased by 3,600 positions. Meanwhile, manufacturing lost 11,000 jobs.
White-collar sectors continued to perform poorly. The financial services sector added 15,000 jobs, while the information sector, which includes tech, shed 2,000 jobs. And professional and business services lost 14,000 jobs.
"If you're in health care right now, it's pretty easy to find a job," said Cory Stahle, an economist at the Indeed Hiring Lab. "If you are outside of health care, it is a lot harder."
Employers are hiring at close to the slowest pace in more than a decade, excluding the pandemic, according to a separate report released by the Labor Department this week. The U.S. labor force shrank by 38,000 in July, amid worsening job prospects. Teenage unemployment, a proxy for labor weakness, is spiking, at 15.2 percent, up from 11.8 percent in January.
However, there are a few bright spots: Layoffs remain at longtime lows, according to a separate Labor Department report released Tuesday, and wage growth is outpacing inflation, in a boost to Americans' pocketbooks. Average hourly wages have grown by 3.9 percent over the past year, to $36.44 in July.
The jobs report adds to a flurry of new economic data as well as policy decisions announced this week that point to increasing financial burdens on U.S. households. In addition to the weak jobs report Friday, data released by the Commerce Department on Thursday showed inflation remained hot in June, a sign that tariffs are increasing pressure on prices.
The upshot to all of this is that the last 24 hours "have been a nightmare scenario for the Fed," said Ernie Tedeschi, economics director at the Yale Budget Lab. He described the data as a stagflationary scenario in which both the labor market weakens and inflation remains high.
Reduced immigration and heightened deportations also appear to be stunting the labor market. More than 1.6 million foreign-born workers have left the workforce since March, according to Friday's jobs data. That appears to have weighed on hiring in leisure and hospitality, as well as construction and manufacturing -- industries where immigrants tend to work. In the past few years, immigration has buoyed strong labor market growth.
The president's volatile trade policy is also weighing on many of the same sectors -- manufacturing, construction, and retail. Economists expect more pain for those sectors in the coming months. On Thursday night, the White House said that modified versions of the tariffs Trump initially unveiled in April would kick in on Aug. 7, including a 10 percent tax on all countries without new tariff rates.
The president has rolled out frameworks for deals with 11 of the United States' top 15 trading partners, including a 50 percent tax on Brazilian goods announced this week, along with a 25 percent levy on merchandise from India. Trump said temporary trade truces with China and Mexico would remain in effect as negotiators continue talks.
Balsam Hill, a top Christmas decor retailer that imports artificial trees from suppliers in China and Southeast Asia, has already cut jobs in response to the Trump administration's trade levies. To prepare for tariffs, Balsam cut about 10 percent of its more than 350 employees, including some in the United States. The company has also frozen cost-of-living raises, cut hiring plans and paused nonessential travel.
"The amount of the tariffs is far more than our profit as a company," said Mac Harman, the company's chief executive. "Any free capital we have for growth has gone into paying tariffs."
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Food
6 plum recipes to showcase the sweet and savory sides of the fruit
A collection of sweet and savory plum recipes, including skillet chicken, radicchio salad with a yogurt-tahini dressing, and popsicles.

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-08-02
Plums were recently on my mind as I was thinking of seasonal produce and brainstorming recipe ideas for my Dinner in Minutes column. The result was a skillet chicken, featured below. The process opened my mind to the possibilities of the summer stone fruit, helping me realize that while they are generally associated with desserts, plums are just as welcome in savory dishes, thanks to their range of flavors, including tart, sweet and everything in between. You'll find that versatility in these sweet and savory recipes that highlight the stone fruit.
Nothing piquing your interest? Check out our database of more than 10,000 recipes for other delicious ideas.

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Vinegar and a tablespoon or two of sugar play up the tart and sweet vibes of the fruit to pair with seared pork chops. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Summer squash and plums sit on a bed of creamy, whipped cheese and get a sprinkle of chopped nuts or seeds for a wonderful mix of flavors and textures. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Plums and red onion form a jammy, sweet/tart complement to chicken thighs seasoned with cinnamon, coriander and garlic powder. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both For The Washington Post)


This Mediterranean-inspired salad features radicchio, plums, walnuts, dates and mint tossed in a creamy, vegan dressing with tahini and sumac. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Cardamom adds warmth and fragrance to these frozen treats sweetened with honey. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


There's no need to turn on the oven for this comforting stovetop dessert featuring fruit stewed with brandy and served alongside plump dumplings flavored with warming spices. Get the recipe.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: How to handle friend's 'amazing' love while grieving one's own?
A year after partner's death, this letter writer is still grieving - but "shoulder to cry on" friend is newly in love.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-08-02
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi, Carolyn: Last year I lost my boyfriend of almost 20 years unexpectedly to a heart attack and it has been a real blow. I have a friend, "Jane," who stepped right up to offer me support in every way possible -- taking me on excursions to get me out of the house, being a strong shoulder to cry on, etc.
Now she has a new boyfriend and is not available, which is fine, I get it, and I am very happy for her. However, I find it exceedingly hard to be around her on the rare occasions that we get together, as she loves talking about her Amazing New Boyfriend. All I can think about when I'm with her is how I used to have an amazing boyfriend; her gain just points glaringly to my own loss. She has also blown me off quite a few times, as when our plans became inconvenient for her. (Her boyfriend lives out-of-town and she frequently travels to be with him.)
I am at a loss as to how to proceed. I miss her friendship and understand that her priorities have shifted and at the same time I find spending time with her now to be quite uncomfortable.
I have pulled away from her, and she is pressing me to get together with her soon. I feel we need to have "a talk," but honestly, I'd rather wait until the bloom of her new love has faded a bit so that our conversations don't center on Him and Them.
At the same time, I feel selfish. Yet I feel she is being selfish, too.
How to get through this impasse? I miss our time together but still feel emotionally unable to support her new love unconditionally, the way she supported me.
She is truly a lovely person, but just doesn't get how devastated I still am.
-- Devastated
Devastated: I'm sorry.
It is understandable that you find it hard to be around new love as you grieve your longtime one.
It is also understandable for her to want to be her happy self around you. To share her joy.
It *feels* like her gain only underscores your loss, but they are simply coincidence. What she asks of you, in wanting to be able to effuse about her new love, is not too much -- especially for someone who really came through when you needed her.
Think of what these two conflicting truths create as a request -- not an order -- that you summon your absolute best effort to be the friend to her that she deserves.
To preempt any confusion or hurt feelings this effort might generate, strive for transparency. Now, not when the bloom is off her crush. That includes saying you are thrilled for her, genuinely; promising her you will try your best to be the friend for her that she has been for you; and assuring her that when you fall short of that, it's the grief talking, not any problem you have with her. Because you're still feeling your late boyfriend's absence acutely. You may misspeak or need to withdraw sometimes.
You can also say you understand this is a giddy time for her and that plans change even during normal times, but you're not shrugging off last-minute cancellations as you might have before all this. So maybe keep that, "Be gentle, grieving," buffer up a little while longer where possible.
Readers also suggested grief counseling, to "take some of the pressure off your friendship with Jane."
A good-faith effort backed by communication can get people who love each other through some devastating things.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Wife left a gift to niece in her will, but I hesitate to honor it
Late wife's niece was a no-show during her cancer battle. Does the letter writer still honor her wishes to give the niece her diamonds?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-08-02
Dear Eric: When my wife and I updated our wills, she designated a diamond tennis bracelet and diamond stud earrings to her niece (she had no biological children of her own). Later that month my wife was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer to which she would succumb 19 months later. My daughter (my wife's stepdaughter) is a radiation oncologist and became our daily advocate as we navigated the byzantine world of cancer treatment.
Shortly after my wife's diagnosis, her niece became engaged and it was my wife's one wish that she live long enough that we could attend her niece's wedding, which we did. At no time during my wife's illness did the niece reach out to her aunt, that I know of, other than to visit her during her final two weeks with her parents, looking bored the whole time.
That year, I arranged a two-day celebration of life. I sent out invitations and asked for RSVPs. The niece's mother told me that they (my wife's brother, his wife, and the niece) would, unfortunately, not be able to attend as the niece was pregnant and the second day of the celebration fell on the day they decided to have the reveal party for the new baby, even though they knew of the celebration of life even before the pregnancy was announced.
While my wife had designated her niece as the recipient of the bracelet and earrings I, still having complete control of the will, would like to give those items to our daughter. She was there daily for my wife for which she was more than appreciative, and I do believe in my heart had my wife known how poorly her niece behaved during her illness and following her death she would want our daughter to have those items too. So, what do I do, honor my wife's wishes as she declared them before becoming ill or do what I think she would have wanted based on the niece's behavior during her illness and after?
-- Missed Inheritance
Inheritance: Honor your wife's wishes. Withholding the bracelet isn't going to change the past and it isn't going to do what you really want: allow your wife to have received the love that she offered to the niece. I would presume that there are other items in your wife's estate that you can give to your daughter. I also hope that your daughter knows how meaningful her presence was to you and to your wife during her illness. And it won't hurt to tell her again.
But think of the tennis bracelet as a gift, freely given without expectation. Your wife loved her niece. As with any other relationship, theirs was unique. It's possible you don't know every detail of it. But, even if you do, trust the feelings that your wife had. The gift of the bracelet doesn't absolve the niece. However, by honoring your wife's wishes, you allow more of the beauty that she brought into the world to flourish.
Dear Eric: We have a super bad case of favoritism in my husband's family. He is the eldest and was passed over by his mother, giving every valuable item to her second son. My mother-in-law made a terrible show of slam-dunking her nicer silver on the younger brother as if to say my husband did not qualify for it somehow.
The result has been that I established my own serving items despite feeling ripped off on the traditional silver heirlooms we had been promised. Our problem is that his mother has become a thief and cheers herself up by stealing from us. She makes it clear that she perceives herself as judge and jury: we didn't deserve her passalongs, and now we don't deserve our own store-bought items.
How does one deal with a rotten egg like this? She doesn't want us (or me, as the unworthy daughter-in-law) to have a sou! We are taking precautions against financial/identity theft. We should be able to enjoy our consolation silver however we want without nailing it down.
-- Silver for Spite
Silver: I don't want to sound trite here, but your best solution is only to eat out at restaurants with your mother-in-law. That way, if she's stealing, it's not from you (and I doubt a restaurant manager is going to let her go scot-free.)
Sometimes we're powerless against family toxicity and so the best course of action is setting a boundary. Often, those boundaries are emotional, but I think physical boundaries are also useful here. Your mother-in-law is not only creating emotional chaos in the family, but she's committing crimes in your home. Don't give her the opportunity. As with any other hostage-taker, emotional or otherwise, sometimes the best meeting place is a neutral one.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: College student overwhelmed by clingy friends
How does a college student tell friends they need some alone time?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-08-02
Dear Miss Manners: I attend a small college of about 550 students. Although I am on friendly terms with many of them, my close friend group is about five people.
Lately I've been dealing with clingy folks who don't give me space. They will demand conversations as late as 11 p.m., walk with me wherever I go, and whenever they see me, they want to talk for over an hour. When I try to set boundaries by gracefully excusing myself to study, they sometimes still follow me.
It's not just studying for which I excuse myself, either. Sometimes I would just appreciate some time alone to read or call a friend. Is wanting time alone a legitimate reason for excusing myself? And if they still refuse to give me that time alone, what are your suggestions?
Telling someone that you would rather be alone than have to endure their companionship is discourteous. But the good news is you do not need an excuse at all.
"I'm sorry, but I really have to go. I will catch up with you later," is all Miss Manners suggests you say.
And then run.
Dear Miss Manners: Do I need to place a fresh, unused bar of soap in the guest bathroom for every new guest I host? Sometimes people stay for just one night. Tossing soap that's only been used once seems wasteful. Doesn't soap "clean" itself with every use?
Does it? Miss Manners has often wondered about the mechanics of that herself.
As long as the soap is adequately inspected and cleared of debris, she sees nothing wrong with reusing it. Just promise not to let it devolve into that weird splintering thing it becomes when it has clearly seen too many guests.
Dear Miss Manners: Like many old women, I object to being called "young lady," and I find it offensive. (I do not want anyone to call me this, but only older men tend to do so.) When I point out to them that I am not young, they either argue with me or scold me for not being "young at heart."
My mother used to tell such men to get new glasses. That was not successful, either. It seems harsh to inform them that if they persist in calling me "young lady," I will try to avoid them. Do you have any suggestions?
"If I, at my age, am a young lady, then what does that make you?"
Dear Miss Manners: I live in a high-rise in a large retirement community. I run into various neighbors in the lobby, on the stoop and in the hallway every time I am leaving or returning. I am always asked where I am going or where I have been. I am not comfortable sharing this information, but I don't want to be rude. How can I respond?
With a cheery "Just out!" or "Running errands!" accompanied by a smile and a wave -- and no attempt to slow your gait for follow-up questions.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Theater
Deaf actors take on a Tony-winning musical -- and deepen its meaning
A production of "A Strange Loop" from deaf theater companies in D.C. and Austin enhances the show's exploration of identity.

The cast of "A Strange Loop" at Atlas Performing Arts Center. (Andrew Robertson/Atlas Performing Arts Center)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-08-02
The emotional climax of "A Strange Loop," now playing through Aug. 10 at Atlas Performing Arts Center, unfolds in a fierce and vulnerable silence. Usher, the narrator (played by Gabriel Silva), is confronting his father (Wade Green) about a lifelong pileup of misunderstandings and resentments. Audience members can either read the heated dialogue in captions projected on the set or, if they understand American Sign Language, watch the actors' impassioned gestures.
The musical by Michael R. Jackson, which played a pre-Broadway tryout at Woolly Mammoth before transferring to Broadway and winning the Tony for best musical in 2022, is built around a meta conceit: Usher is a musical theater writer trying to write a musical about a musical theater writer trying to write a musical, and so on. Among Usher's biggest challenges is struggling to feel seen and supported, especially by his parents. As he expresses in the opening number, Usher wants to write himself into a musical to show people what it's like to "travel the world in a fat, Black, queer body."
In this version, which marks a return for the musical to D.C., Usher also happens to be deaf.
The co-production between the D.C.-based company Visionaries of the Creative Arts (VOCA) and Deaf Austin Theater (DAT) -- which will next play the Long Center in Austin from Aug. 28 through Sept. 14 -- features an ensemble of deaf, hard of hearing and hearing performers. Tyler "T" Lang plays the voice of Usher, often joining Silva to speak and sing the character's lines, while the constellation of six thoughts that plague Usher, and variously embody his parents and others in his orbit, communicate with a mix of vocal and sign language.
"There is this preconceived notion that if a person is deaf, their entire world is silent. This is not true at all," the production's director, Alexandria Wailes, wrote over email. "Internal thoughts can be incredibly loud at times," as demonstrated by Usher's intrusive menagerie of doubts.

Gabriel Silva, left, and Wade Green in "A Strange Loop" at Atlas Performing Arts Center. (Andrew Robertson/Atlas Performing Arts Center)


"A Strange Loop," which won the Pulitzer for Drama in 2020, presents an unflinching look at what life is like for someone like Usher. There's a song about cruising for sex on Grindr and facing ridicule for not being fit, White and well-endowed. And another with a gospel-style chorus suggesting that "AIDS is God's punishment" for Black gay men. The show highlights the experiences of marginalized people with tender and provocative wit, which made it an ideal fit for both theater companies.
"You can tell the playwright really bared their soul onstage -- that's what inspired me," recalled DAT artistic director Brian Cheslik of seeing the Broadway production. Given the show's focus on Black characters, to produce it he sought to partner with VOCA, which was founded in 2019 with a mission to serve deaf artists and audiences of color. The collaboration also allowed the relatively young companies (DAT was also founded just before the pandemic) to pool their resources and present the show in both of their home cities.
The staging at Atlas is relatively modest but entails a complex range of technical cues, including video projections, a la "Hollywood Squares," of characters who beam in to pester Usher (whether in vocal or sign language), captions timed to every line and the audio needs of an onstage band. (A glitch during the second performance resulted in a brief pause, a bit of bustling around backstage and enthusiastic applause when the action restarted.)
"I think hearing people have the misconception of deaf culture. They have no idea about how we live, how we communicate or even how we think -- or everything we have to navigate just to survive," VOCA artistic director Michelle Banks said. "I really want audiences to see and understand that. 'A Strange Loop' takes us down all those different rabbit holes." (Both Cheslik and Banks communicated through an interpreter in a Zoom interview.)
Jackson, the author, voiced his support for the production through a statement shared with the companies and posted on the show's website, saying, "I believe these two theaters will crack the piece open even further in a unique way that only they can do."
The production's multifaceted means of communication -- spoken dialogue and music, ASL and closed captioning, often used simultaneously -- add a compelling dimension to the show's themes. Usher's effort to tell his own story is expressed not only through Jackson's script and music but through physical movement that captures something beyond what's on the page: signs for words such as "living," "torn," "hungry" and "freedom" that get at Usher's feelings behind the language.
Usher's desire to carve out a place for himself in the theater industry -- beyond working as an usher at "The Lion King" -- resonates with the deaf companies as well. Only a few productions featuring deaf artists have come to Broadway over the past 25 years, including "Spring Awakening" (in 2015) and "Big River" (2003), both produced by L.A.'s Deaf West Theatre. (The company is reportedly at work on a musical adaptation of the Oscar-winning film "Coda.") Those productions also combined deaf and hearing actors with a mix of spoken and sign language, as did a 2022 production of "The Music Man" at Olney Theatre Center.
"We as deaf artists are constantly struggling to get jobs," Cheslik said. "Theaters are not willing to be open-minded to casting deaf actors in any type of show."
The collaborators hope that "A Strange Loop" in particular, with its focus on an artist trying to share his own experience, will resonate with their companies' missions as well as with audiences. Wailes said, "I hope folks leave with a deeper appreciation for how much courage it takes to embrace who you are and live your life fearlessly."
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Arts & Entertainments
The newest TV shows and movies to stream right now
What's available on Netflix, Hulu, HBO Max, Prime Video and more in August and September.

(Nicola Dove/Nicola Dove/Apple TV+)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-01
Looking for something to watch tonight? Want to know when the next season of your favorite streaming series hits Apple TV? Keep tabs with our list of the newest movies and shows available to stream this month. You bookmark it, we'll update it.
And if you're looking for the cream of the crop, check out our critics' lists of the best movies and best TV shows so far this year.

Mainei Kinimaka in "Chief of War" on Apple TV+. (Katrina Marcinowski/Katrina Marcinowski/Apple TV+)


Based on historical events, this drama stars Jason Mamoa as Ka`iana, a warrior set on uniting fellow Hawaiians against an outside enemy.
Where to watch: Apple TV+
After leaving her city life for East Texas, Sophie (Brittany Snow) must navigate a clique of wealthy housewives and their sinister secrets.
Where to watch: Netflix

Meg Stalter, top, and Lena Dunham in Season 1 of "Too Much." (Ana Blumenkron/Netflix)


From "Girls" creator Lena Dunham, this series chronicles a heartbroken New Yorker's move to London, where she falls for an indie musician.
Where to watch: Netflix
In this Marvel Animation action-adventure series, the Wakandan War Dogs must carry out risky operations to locate lost Vibranium artifacts.
Where to watch: Disney+
This documentary series provides exclusive access to never-before-seen footage and interviews from the cult-favorite reality show.
Where to watch: Paramount+

Ethan Peck, left, as Spock and Paul Wesley as Kirk in Season 3 of "Star Trek: Strange New Worlds." (Marni Grossman/Paramount+)


This series follows Captain Pike, Spock, Number One and the USS Enterprise crew a decade before Captain Kirk's iconic five-year mission.
Where to watch: Paramount+
Based on Isaac Asimov's award-winning science fiction novels, this series centers on a band of exiles and their mission to save civilization amid the collapse of the Galactic Empire.
Where to watch: Apple TV
This season's cast of the long-running reality series heads to Costa Rica in search of romance.
Where to watch: ABC

From left, Mason Alexander Park as Desire, Donna Preston as Despair, Barry Sloane as Destruction and Esme Creed-Miles as Delirium in "The Sandman." (Ed Miller/Netflix)


The second and final season of this fantasy series follows Morpheus (Tom Sturridge) -- the King of Dreams -- and his quest to restore his stolen power.
Where to watch: Netflix
In the newest segment of this episodic docuseries, interviews with insiders and former staff explore the downfall of the formerly celebrated brand.
Where to watch: Netflix

Jeremy Allen White as Carmen "Carmy" Berzatto in Season 4 of "The Bear." (FX)


In the Emmy-winning drama's fourth season, Carmy (Jeremy Allen White) pushes himself and the rest of the staff harder than ever in the quest for culinary excellence.
Where to watch: Hulu
Directed by Zackary Drucker, this documentary paints the captivating lives of April Ashley and Amanda Lear, two trailblazers for LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance.
Where to watch: Max

Taissa Farmiga in Season 3 of "the Gilded Age." (Karolina Wojtasik/HBO)


Now in its third season, this ensemble drama from "Downton Abbey" creator Julian Fellowes is set amid the high society of 1880s New York City and centers on a young woman caught up in the battle between old and new money.
Where to watch: HBO
In this series set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, a brilliant young inventor with a unique take on building iron suits (Dominique Thorne) finds herself entangled with the mysterious yet charming Parker Robbins, a.k.a. "The Hood" (Anthony Ramos).
Where to watch: Disney+

Jensen Ackles as Mark Meachum in "Countdown." (Elizabeth Morris/Prime)


This thriller series centers on LAPD detective Mark Meachum (Jensen Ackles), who joins a covert task force to solve a murder, only to uncover a vast conspiracy that threatens the city.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Taron Egerton, left, and Jurnee Smollett in "Smoke." (Robert Falconer/AppleTV+)


Taron Egerton and Jurnee Smollett star in this crime drama about an arson investigator who reluctantly teams up with a police detective to stop a team of arsonists.
Where to watch: Apple TV+

Park Gyu-young as No-eul in Season 3 of "Squid Game." (No Ju-han/Netflix)


In the third and final season of this Korean thriller series, the stakes are even higher as contestants return to compete in deadly games.
Where to watch: Netflix
Mariska Hargitay, in her film directorial debut, wrestles with the public and private legacy of her mother, Jayne Mansfield.
Where to watch: Max

From left, Grace Ambrose, Imogen Waterhouse and Matthew Broome in Season 2 of "The Buccaneers." (AppleTV+)


Leighton Meester joins the cast for the second season of this series based on the unfinished Edith Wharton novel of the same name, which follows a group of wealthy American heiresses as they seek husbands in 1870s London.
Where to watch: AppleTV+

Zoey, left, (voiced by Ji-Young Yoo), Rumi, center, (voiced by Arden Cho) and Mira (voiced by May Hong) are the members of the superstar girl group at the center of "K-pop Demon Hunters." (Netflix)


In this animated film, a K-pop girl band with secret identities as demon hunters must save their fans from a boy band who are demons in disguise. The soundtrack single "Takedown" features Jeongyeon, Jihyo and Chaeyoung of Twice.
Where to watch: Netflix

Owen Wilson as Pryce Cahill, left, and Peter Dager as Santi Wheeler in "Stick." (Justine Yeung/AppleTV+)


In this comedy series, a has-been golfer played by Owen Wilson ("Zoolander") handles his recent divorce and firing by betting on the future of a 17-year-old golf phenom named Santi (Peter Dager).
Where to watch: Apple TV+

Bryce Dallas Howard as Kat, Orlando Bloom as Marlon, Nick Mohammed as Hugh, Paddy Considine as Fly in Prime Video's "Deep Cover." (Peter Mountain/Copertura Productions)


After being given the role of a lifetime by an undercover officer (Sean Bean), improv comedy teacher Bryce Dallas Howard recruits two students (Orlando Bloom and Nick Mohammed) to help her infiltrate London's gang scene in this comedy.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Julianne Moore and Sydney Sweeney in "Echo Valley." (Atsushi Nishijima/AppleTV+)


This thriller from BAFTA-winning director Michael Pearce stars Julianne Moore as a woman whose troubled daughter (Sydney Sweeney) appears on her doorstep hysterical and covered in someone else's blood.
Where to watch: Apple TV+

From left, Cory Michael Smith, Steve Carell, Jason Schwartzman, Ramy Youssef in HBO's "Mountainhead." (Macall Polay/HBO)


 From "Succession" creator Jesse Armstrong comes a dark satire that centers on four billionaire tech BFFs (Steve Carell, Jason Schwartzman, Ramy Youssef, and Cory Michael Smith) who reunite during an international crisis.
Where to watch: HBO Max
This animated action-adventure film from horror director Dan Trachtenberg -- which tells the parallel stories of a Viking, a ninja and a WWII pilot -- is a sequel to "Prey" and a prequel to the upcoming "Predator: Badlands."
Where to watch: Hulu

Cynthia Nixon as Miranda, left, and Sarah Jessica Parker as Carrie in "And Just Like That ..." (Craig Blankenhorn/Max)


In the third season of this "Sex and the City" spin-off, Carrie, Miranda, Charlotte and company navigate life and love in their 50s. Guests stars include Rosie O'Donnell, Cheri Oteri and Patti LuPone.
Where to watch: Max
Set in the Big Apple, this ensemble comedy focuses on a group of friends in their 20s trying to get their bearings in the world of adulthood.
Where to watch: Hulu

Jessica Biel, front, and Elizabeth Banks in "The Better Sister." (Jojo Whilden/Prime Video)


In this eight-episode thriller series, Jessica Biel and Elizabeth Banks play estranged sisters who reunite after the murder of one of their husbands. To solve the crime, the two very different women must reopen old familial wounds.
Where to watch: Prime Video
Matthew Goode stars as a police officer returning to the force after an attack that haunts him. In his new gig, he leads a team that seeks to solve Edinburgh's cold cases.
Where to watch: Netflix

Benito Skinner as Benny, left, and Wally Baram as Carmen in Prime Video's "Overcompensating." (Jackie Brown/Prime Video)


This ensemble comedy series created by and starring Benito Skinner chronicles the shenanigans of a closeted former athlete and a high school outsider who are determined to fit in on their college campus.
Where to watch: Prime Video
In this series based on Liane Moriarty's bestseller, Nicole Kidman stars as a wellness guru who invites a group of nine strangers, each of whom has their own secrets, to a boutique resort in Austria.
Where to watch: Hulu

Milly Alcock as Simone, left, and Julianne Moore as Michaela in Netflix's "Sirens." (Netflix)


During a weekend at a beach estate, a woman's fears about her sister's strange relationship with her boss are confirmed as the situation gets progressively cultlike. This dark comedy limited series stars Milly Alcock, Meghann Fahy, Julianne Moore and Kevin Bacon.
Where to watch: Netflix
Tyler Perry's Netflix comedy series follows a politician (Terri J. Vaughn) who is elected Mississippi's first Black lieutenant governor. After her monumental win, she must navigate the sexist governor while still being present for her family.
Where to watch: Hulu

John Krasinski in "Fountain of Youth." (Christopher Raphael/AppleTV+)


In this mystery directed by Guy Ritchie, a pair of estranged siblings (John Krasinski and Natalie Portman) partner up and leverage their knowledge of history to find the Fountain of Youth.
Where to watch: Apple TV+
Actor and comedian Paul Reubens discusses the trajectory of his career and the creation of his beloved alter-ego, Pee-wee Herman, in this two-part documentary.
Where to watch: HBO

Alexander Skarsgard as Murderbot in "Murderbot." (Steve Wilkie/AppleTV+)


Based on the Martha Wells books, this sci-fi comedy series stars Alexander Skarsgard as a security robot who has attained free will. To maintain his cover, he joins a mission protecting scientists on a dangerous planet.
Where to watch: Apple TV+

Josh Holloway as Jim in "Duster." (James Van Evers/Max)


J.J. Abrams and Josh Holloway of "Lost" success reunite for this series set in the 1970s. Holloway stars as a getaway driver for a crime syndicate whose life is disrupted by a young FBI agent who is determined to take the criminal organization down.
Where to watch: Max
In Season 2 of this reality series, a group of Mormon mom influencers in Utah continue to navigate work, family and their relationships with one another.
Where to watch: Hulu

Lovie Simone, left, as Keisha Clark and Ali Gallo as Chloe in "Forever." (Elizabeth Morris/Netflix)


Based on the 1975 Judy Blume novel of the same name, this series chronicles the story of two childhood friends who reunite in 2018 Los Angeles and fall in love.
Where to watch: Netflix
The "Walking Dead" spin-off returns to follow Maggie (Lauren Cohan) and Negan (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) as the unconventional duo find themselves on opposite sides of the war to control postapocalyptic Manhattan.
Where to watch: AMC+

Natasha Lyonne, left, and John Mulaney in "Poker Face." (Peacock)


Charlie (Natasha Lyonne) returns with more mystery-of-the-week high jinks, solving crimes across the country with her uncanny ability to determine when someone is lying.
Where to watch: Peacock
After losing his mother, Joe (Vince Vaughn) tries to honor her by opening an Italian restaurant. The twist? All the chefs are grandmas. Cast includes Susan Sarandon, Lorraine Bracco, Talia Shire, Linda Cardellini and Drea de Matteo
Where to watch: Netflix

Colman Domingo as Danny, left, and Tina Fey as Kate in Netflix's "The Four Seasons." (Jon Pack/Netflix)


In this miniseries adaptation of the 1981 film of the same name, six longtime friends (Tina Fey, Will Forte, Steve Carell, Kerri Kenney-Silver, Colman Domingo and Marco Calvani) embark on a relaxing weekend trip only to learn that one couple in the group is about to break up. Over the course of a year, the audience follows the friends on three subsequent vacations as their dynamics change.
Where to watch: Netflix
In this animated series following two iconic Star Wars villains, former assassin and bounty hunter Asajj Ventress goes on the run with an unexpected new ally, while outlaw Cad Bane confronts an old friend.
Where to watch: Disney+

Anna Kendrick as Stephanie Smothers, left, and Blake Lively as Emily Nelson in "Another Simple Favor." (Lorenzo Sisti/Prime Video)


In this sequel to the 2018 film "A Simple Favor," Stephanie Smothers (Anna Kendrick) and Emily Nelson (Blake Lively) reunite on an Italian island for Emily's wedding to a rich businessman. Beneath the glamour of the event is an undercurrent of murder and betrayal.
Where to watch: Prime Video
Actor Ewan McGregor and British television presenter and travel writer Charley Boorman embark on their fourth "Long Way" journey, this time riding through 17 European countries on their motorcycles.
Where to watch: Apple TV+

Adria Arjona as Bix Caleen, center, in Lucasfilm's "Andor." (Lucasfilm Ltd.)


In the second season of the "Rogue One: A Star Wars Story" prequel, Cassian (Diego Luna) becomes further embedded in the Rebel Alliance as war draws near.
Where to watch: Disney+
In Nathan Fielder's dark comedy, ordinary people are invited to prepare for life's biggest moments by "rehearsing" them in carefully crafted simulations.
Where to watch: Max

The title character in "Pangolin: Kulu's Journey." (Netflix)


From "My Octopus Teacher" director Pippa Ehrlich comes this documentary about an endangered pangolin who is rescued from poachers and journeys back to the wild with help from a human guardian.
Where to watch: Netflix
This drama series from the creators of "The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" follows the directors of two prestigious ballet companies (Luke Kirby and Charlotte Gainsbourg) and their dancers.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Tom Hardy in "Havoc." (Netflix)


Tom Hardy, Forest Whitaker and Timothy Olyphant star in this Gareth Evans action film about a detective (Hardy) who must fight his way through the criminal underground to rescue a politician's son.
Where to watch: Netflix

Pedo Pascal in "The Last of Us," Season 2. (Liane Hentscher/HBO) 


Set five years after the events of the show's first postapocalyptic season, the second finds Joel (Pedro Pascal) and Ellie (Bella Ramsey) plagued by conflict in a zombie-filled world somehow more dangerous than the one audiences last saw.
Where to watch: Max

David Oyelowo, left, and Louis Cancelmi in "Government Cheese." (Michael Becker/Apple TV+) (Michael Becker/Apple TV+)


The 10-episode surrealist comedy set in 1969's San Fernando Valley follows the dynamics of the Chambers family after the return of patriarch Hampton (David Oyelowo) from prison.
Where to watch: Apple TV+
This western romance about the intertwined lives of three ranching families is based on the eight-book series by Jodi Thomas and stars James Brolin, Minka Kelly and Josh Duhamel.
Where to watch: Netflix

Ramy Youssef voices the animated Rumi in "#1 Happy Family USA." (Prime Video)


From creator Ramy Youssef ("Ramy") comes an adult animated series following a Muslim family in post-9/11 America as they navigate life under the watchful eyes of their terrified neighbors.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Jean Smart as Deborah Vance, left, and Hannah Einbinder as Ava Daniels in Season 4 of "Hacks." (Max)


Comedic duo Deborah (Jean Smart) and Ava (Hannah Einbinder) work to get their late-night show off the ground in the fourth season of the Emmy-winning comedy.
Where to watch: Max
The Emmy-winning science fiction series based on Margaret Atwood's novel of the same name stars Elisabeth Moss as a woman forced into sexual servitude in the dystopian society of Gilead. The sixth and final season centers on the impending war.
Where to watch: Hulu

Issa Rae in Season 7 of "Black Mirror." (Netflix) 


The dark, satirical anthology series returns with six new episodes. The Season 7 cast includes Awkwafina, Peter Capaldi, Rashida Jones, Issa Rae, Tracee Ellis Ross and Paul Giamatti.
Where to watch: Netflix
Viola Davis stars as a U.S. president who is targeted when the G-20 Summit comes under attack. After surviving the initial siege, Davis must think on her feet in this action film.
Where to watch: Prime Video
Jon Hamm stars as a recently divorced, recently fired hedge fund manager who begins stealing from his affluent neighbors, only to discover dangerous secrets. Amanda Peet and Hoon Lee also star in the drama series.
Where to watch: Apple TV+

Michelle Williams as Molly in "Dying for Sex." (Sarah Shatz/FX)


Based on the hit podcast series of the same name, Michelle Williams stars in this miniseries as a woman who leaves her husband of 15 years to explore her sexuality after being diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer.
Where to watch: Hulu
Revived after a 15-year hiatus, the animated sitcom follows Hank Hill, his family and their neighbors in a fictional Texas town.
Where to watch: Aug. 4 on Hulu
In this comedy, a pair of former best friends (Seth Rogen and Rose Byrne) reconnect as they approach middle age and the obstacles that come with it.
Where to watch: Aug. 4 on Apple TV+

Jenna Ortega as Wednesday Addams in Season 2 of "Wednesday." (Jonathan Hession/Netflix)


In the second season of this dark comedy based on Charles Addams' "The Addams Family" cartoons, Wednesday Addams investigates a murder spree at Nevermore Academy.
Where to watch: Aug. 6 on Netflix
Split between the battlefields of World War I and the 18th-century Scottish Highlands, this "Outlander" prequel chronicles two love stories that transcend time.
Where to watch: Aug. 8 on Starz
This three-part docuseries explores the life and legacy of the late John F. Kennedy Jr.
Where to watch: Aug. 9 on CNN

From left, Jonathan Ajayi as Smee, Adarsh Gourav as Slightly, Sydney Chandler as Wendy, Timothy Olyphant as Kirsh, Kit Young as Tootles, Erana James as Curly and Lily Newmark as Nibs in "Alien: Earth." (FX)


This series inspired by the "Alien" franchise is a prequel set two years before the events of the 1979 science fiction classic.
Where to watch: Aug. 12 on Hulu
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TV
'And Just Like That ...' to end after three uneven seasons
"Sex and the City" sequel "And Just Like That..." will end with a two-part finale Aug. 14.

Sarah Jessica Parker in Season 3 of "And Just Like That ..." (Craig Blankenhorn/HBO Max)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-08-01
And just like that, it was over.
"And Just Like That ...," the glossy and sporadically baffling "Sex and the City" sequel on HBO Max helmed by Michael Patrick King and Sarah Jessica Parker, will end with a two-part finale Aug. 14. The announcement of nonrenewal was abrupt. "It became clear to me that this might be a wonderful place to stop," executive producer King said in a Friday statement on Instagram, adding that while the decision to end the series had been made some time ago, he and series star and executive producer Parker "didn't want the word 'final' to overshadow the fun of watching the season."
The reboot, which covered the 50-something misadventures of Carrie (Parker), Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) and Charlotte (Kristin Davis), has been a mixed bag from the start. The series opened in 2021 with Carrie happily married to her old flame Big (Chris Noth), but swiftly dispatched him (via a Peloton-induced heart attack) to give Carrie -- whose bubbly anxiety and merry demeanor formed the backbone of the series -- a long but meandering storyline about navigating widowhood.
An effort to modernize and atone for past omissions led the writers to flood the first season with too many storylines and new characters, most of them non-White, queer and oddly underwritten. And a potentially fascinating one about Miranda discovering her sexuality (she comes out as a lesbian in the reboot) was so oddly paced -- and awkwardly written -- that it dealt substantial damage to the character's longtime love story with Steve (David Eigenberg), a bar owner and businessman whom the reboot retconned as so incompetent he gets lost in a farmers market.
Still, "Sex and the City," which ran from 1998 to 2004, was a revolutionary, frank, touching and explicit exploration of female friendship, sexual politics, and single life in New York City. It featured conversations about sex and intimacy no one else really had -- on TV, anyway. There was enough residual fondness and nostalgia to fuel viewership of the sequel, at least at first. King and Parker had a beloved universe to build on, and fans were game to let the show find its footing, even without Samantha (Kim Cattrall), the raunchiest and oldest of the foursome. (Cattrall's refusal to participate in the series made headlines, and she did eventually agree to a brief cameo, for which she reportedly received around $1 million). What would the girls' lunches, and nights on the town, look like now that they were older, and dealing with families and aging and loss?
The show's answer has been: They hang out together less. A lot less. And while some new characters have hit their stride, the show has suffered from a lack of cohesion. One factor was the choice to cut the original series' other major structuring principle -- Carrie's column, in which she processed her choices and dilemmas via voice-over. Those reflections usually tied each "Sex and the City" episode (and various subplots) together. In their absence, the new series has felt unfocused. And the new series' protagonist -- and the character we've historically had most access to -- has been a mute cipher for much of the new show's run.
The old Carrie talked a lot; genial oversharing was the point of her column. This version of Carrie doesn't share what she's thinking or feeling even with her closest friends. Quite the opposite, in fact: A recent storyline in which she finally reunites with Aidan (John Corbett), a major love interest from the original series, had Carrie working so hard to defend their obscure five-year arrangement from perceived judgment that she bristled at Miranda's suggestion that she seemed to be vibing with Duncan (Jonathan Cake), a fellow writer. As a result, the Aidan storyline ended without Carrie ever really processing the issues, or her own feelings, with her friends.
Or with viewers. Carrie shut audiences out, too. Not even her historical novel, which could easily have been a proxy for the character to think through some of her questions or reservations about Aidan, delivered anything revealing, or interesting, about the relationship.
There's an argument to be made that the new show does obliquely capture something real but unstated about how loss changes people. The Aidan storyline, for instance, could be seen as a touching exploration of how people aging out of who they've been get grabby when they try to recapture their past. As my colleague Jacob Brogan put it, once the dust has settled, "we will find people arguing that it is a surprisingly honest representation of maturation, denial and grief, especially in the Aidan storyline, which is really about two people trying to reclaim the last real moment of their irresponsible youth, only to be reconsumed by the small tragedy of aging and loss." This seems right to me. But it's also regrettable that so little of that made it into the actual script. Telling, too, that Carrie's postcard exchanges with Aidan consisted of no writing at all. Even their text exchanges were acerbic; a single emoji had to carry enormous weight.
It isn't hard to understand why Carrie might be less garrulous in widowhood, and perhaps the two-part finale will address all the ways the character has evolved. But it would have been rewarding to witness her grapple in a sustained way with her own transformation (as Parker did in a Friday Instagram post about the show's cancellation). Carrie was once the ultimate romantic, a bon vivant whose guiding sentiment was, "Some people are settling down, some people are settling and some people refuse to settle for anything less than butterflies." The butterflies may be in the past, but Carrie's development (like Miranda's) sometimes feels less a logical and earned transformation than a puzzling body-swap; no one seems to remember or refer to Carrie as she was before.
Maybe it isn't that surprising that the show's ratings have slid downward since the first season; Carrie Bradshaw is a sparkly institution. She'll go down in history as one of TV's great (and also impulsive, moody, charming, selfish, sometimes irresponsible) processors. Watching her maturely endure a middling relationship with a stiff upper lip just isn't as fun (or as interesting) as tagging along while she dissects all the maddening particulars with her friends over overpriced drinks.
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Washington Commanders
At Commanders camp, Terry McLaurin signs everything but a new contract
Amid an ongoing contract dispute, Washington's star wide receiver remains popular among fans, teammates, coaches and even the owner.

Washington Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin interacts with fans Saturday during the team's training camp. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Les Carpenter | 2025-08-02
Washington Commanders practice had ended Saturday morning, but wide receiver Terry McLaurin's contract dispute with the team was still going, which meant it was time for the now daily ritual of his appearance on the field just as the rest of the players were walking off.
Still under contract and 30 years old, McLaurin has little leverage in his battle to be one of the NFL's highest-paid receivers. He has tried holding out from offseason workouts, then from minicamp and finally the first days of training camp, amassing $800,000 in lost bonuses and fines but no big contract extension. For the past week McLaurin has been holding in, skipping the full morning practices because of a vague injury, but attending team meetings.
Two days ago, he asked the team for a trade, a request the team has not granted.
McLaurin remains immensely popular with Commanders fans, who see him as the steady, diligent face of the franchise. And so his grandest moments since returning to the team last weekend have been to walk the perimeter of the field at the end of practice on the days fans are allowed inside, waving to the crowds and signing autographs.
"Normal business," is how Commanders Coach Dan Quinn had called McLaurin's trade demand when asked about it before Saturday's practice. "We understand it."
Quinn all but portrayed the team's wide receiver as a model teammate since coming back. Aside from missing the morning practices, Quinn said, McLaurin does essentially everything else required of a player, including sitting in team meetings and standing near wide receivers coach Bobby Engram during afternoon walk-throughs.
"Players today, they're more aware of contracts and things, maybe, than they used to be," Quinn said. "They recognize that business part happens as well. So the team, we're just rocking and going through practices."
And these days McLaurin rocks the post-practices.
He stepped from the team's headquarters around 10 a.m. Saturday wearing a white cap, white shoes, long black pants and a sleeveless black T-shirt.
Printed in white on the shirt's back was one word: "Team."
He walked across an empty field, past rows of fans chanting his name and toward the team's principal owner Josh Harris. The two men shook hands and spoke for several minutes. They smiled and laughed, and then McLaurin moved toward the main practice field where a few of his teammates lingered. For nearly a half-hour, he talked with players, coaches and a few fans before heading back toward the facility to a corral of spectators that has become his special autograph signing station.

McLaurin gets a pat on the back from team president Mark Clouse after Saturday's practice. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


Each day since his return, McLaurin has stopped here to sign footballs, pictures and trading cards held by pleading children leaning against a metal railing. Last Saturday, on his first day back, several adults pushed past the children asking for their own autographs, pinning the kids against the railings to the horror of camp security guards. So the club built a separate space in the front of the corral for the children and a separate pen a few feet back for the parents.
When  McLaurin first stopped here to sign last Saturday, the move felt spontaneous. Now it's become a choreographed process with  security men in yellow shirts and team officials surrounding him as he moves methodically through the line of children. If the Commanders don't think McLaurin's 460 catches, 6,379 receiving yards and 38 touchdowns over six seasons warrants compensation similar to the Steelers' DK Metcalf, then maybe being the team's autograph ambassador will.
One by one, children approached with wide eyes and thumping hearts asking McLaurin for his signature.
"What's up, boy? How are you?" McLaurin asked a child wearing big black glasses and no older than 5. "Can I sign something for you?"
"Thank you very much," he told another kid after handing back a signed football.
"How old are you?" he cheerfully asked another, "Thirteen! Wow."
A mother quickly ushered three young children in Commanders jerseys to line against the railing, posing for a picture with McLaurin.
"Say cheese," McLaurin said, a wide grin spread across his face.
He signed everything thrust before him even when it was clear the perfect condition trading card held in a young girl's hand was for her father somewhere behind. He signed the cap of a man who pleaded for the autograph despite the unspoken no-adult autograph policy. He chuckled and signed the back of a shirt of a toddler fast asleep in his father's arms.
It seemed the only thing he didn't sign was a contract extension. He also wouldn't talk about that or his trade demand, relying on lurking team officials to deflect those questions from waiting reporters.
He had been signing autographs for 28 minutes when the last child finally walked away with a smile.
"I might cry," McLaurin said to seemingly no one.
Then, having pulled his last lever for another day in a strange contract dispute, McLaurin turned and walked up a hill toward the team facility to continue his hold-in, slowly disappearing until all you could see was the back of a man wearing a sleeveless T-shirt emblazoned with the word "Team."

Commanders owner Josh Harris, left, watches McLaurin walk to the field at the end of practice. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)
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Washington Commanders
After Terry McLaurin's trade request, NFL execs still expect him to stay
Negotiations have gotten heated, and friction has formed. Still, agents and executives around the league believe he'll remain in Washington.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-02

Terry McLaurin has been present with fans at training camp, even if he isn't practicing. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


Around the NFL, the reaction to Washington Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin's trade request amounted to a yawn. It may have placed a cloud over a season of unrestrained hope in Washington, but rival executives and agents expect the Commanders and McLaurin will ultimately bridge what remains a significant gulf.
"Lot of drama that will ultimately get resolved," said one high-ranking NFL team executive, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to openly discuss another franchise. McLaurin's "ask is probably absurd, but there is a premium for having been the face of the franchise through hard times. Not sure why you throw money at Von Miller and others before solving this. He has no leverage, but you have to see a little past that in this situation if you're the Commanders."
People within and around the league believe McLaurin and the Commanders ultimately will resolve their acrimony and reach a contract extension that places him solidly among the 10 highest-paid wideouts in the NFL, if shy of the top of the market. But the acrimony is there. McLaurin declared his preference to stay in Washington. The Commanders have made clear their admiration for McLaurin as a player and person and do not want to trade him. Friction has still formed.
The Commanders and McLaurin went more than a month without negotiating, McLaurin said in mid-July. McLaurin held out of training camp, then reported without practicing and has now requested a trade. General Manager Adam Peters vowed to "do everything we can in order to get a deal done," but it so far hasn't been enough to thaw, let alone solve, the dispute.
McLaurin seems frustrated that the Commanders have not appropriately compensated him, in his view, for years of excellence and reliability through dismal seasons while showing no signs of regression. The Commanders appear surprised by the demands of McLaurin and agent Buddy Baker and, so far, unwilling to risk future financial flexibility to meet them.
The Commanders respect McLaurin's contributions on and off the field and have appeared willing to reward him, but they seem increasingly frustrated by the impasse and believe they must protect their long-term, team-building interests. McLaurin views himself not only as a team leader but as an elite player at a premium position who deserves to be paid as such.
"I don't want to get that mistaken," McLaurin said last month. "I feel like I'm one of the best receivers in this league. It's not because of me just feeling that way. I feel like I've proven it."

McLaurin had a career-high 13 touchdown receptions last season. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


The Commanders may be wary of paying McLaurin, who turns 30 in September, at the same level as highly paid wideouts in their mid-20s, wanting to stay disciplined for the future. McLaurin could point to his durability -- he hasn't missed a game in four seasons -- and steadfast conditioning that has allowed him to retain upper-echelon speed. "Best believe I don't feel like I've played my best ball yet," McLaurin said last month.
Where could the Commanders and McLaurin meet? The NFL team executive pegged a potential deal at $30 million per season, plus incentives. That would pay McLaurin on par with San Francisco 49ers wideout Brandon Aiyuk, who signed a four-year, $120 million contract ($76 million guaranteed) last summer.
One high-profile NFL agent suggested McLaurin could expect a deal in the range of Cincinnati Bengals wideout Tee Higgins, who got a four-year, $115 million deal ($40.9 guaranteed) this offseason. Higgins is three years younger than McLaurin, but he has missed 10 games the past two seasons.
A former NFL team executive viewed a trade as "highly unlikely" given the fit between player and team. "He wants to get paid, and he should," the former executive said. "I also think he's smart enough to realize being Jayden Daniels's teammate and playing for Dan Quinn is on his side as well. Washington doesn't want to start over with someone new when they've got a proven talent."
The former executive valued McLaurin more highly than the 27-year-old Aiyuk, even considering their age gap. And McLaurin is worth more to the Commanders, given how well they know his character and the risks that would come with replacing him with an unknown commodity.
"He's a Boy Scout at a position where there aren't even a lot of Cub Scouts," the former executive said.
Marc Ross, a former NFL personnel executive with the New York Giants and Philadelphia Eagles, cited Detroit Lions star Amon-Ra St. Brown as comparable, even though St. Brown is 25 and has played two fewer seasons. Last year, St. Brown signed a four-year, $120.01 million extension with $77 million guaranteed. Ross prescribed a deal with similar terms but structured in a way that would allow the Commanders to extricate themselves after two years as a concession to McLaurin's age.
In Ross's view, McLaurin fits into the tier of receivers beneath Ja'Marr Chase, Justin Jefferson and CeeDee Lamb, the NFL's three highest-paid wideouts.
"He's not them. He needs to get in the reality business if he thinks he is," Ross said. "But he's in that next group and certainly better than a DK Metcalf. I think he's better than Amon-Ra St. Brown. When you look at the comparables and what he means to the team, he's just as important as all those guys."
In March, after the Seattle Seahawks traded him to the Pittsburgh Steelers, Metcalf signed a four-year, $132 million extension that is worth examining as a data point. The deal made Metcalf the fourth-highest-paid wideout by average annual salary but included a relatively light $60 million guaranteed.

Adam Peters is facing one of his first big conflicts as Washington's GM. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


McLaurin and Metcalf entered the NFL in the 2019 draft class and have remarkably similar career statistics -- 438 catches, 6,324 receiving yards and 48 touchdowns for Metcalf compared with 460, 6,379 and 38 for McLaurin, who before last year was saddled with inconsistent-at-best quarterback play.
Metcalf is two years younger, but they have played the same number of regular season games. It probably wasn't lost on McLaurin that the Steelers gave Metcalf his deal after the team that drafted him parted ways with him primarily for a second-round draft pick.
Despite the current disagreement, a trade of McLaurin is perceived in league circles as highly unlikely. The Commanders have no reasonable replacement for him. Coming off an NFC championship game appearance, they have been constructed for an immediate Super Bowl berth. The Commanders have surrounded Daniels with the NFL's oldest roster, adding established stars Deebo Samuel, Laremy Tunsil and Miller to a locker room that already featured Zach Ertz, Bobby Wagner and a slew of other veterans.
"What are you doing? 'We're all-in, but actually we're going to get rid of our second-best player' -- it just would make no sense at all," Ross said. "All the other moves they've made [were] to win now. They didn't do all this stuff they're doing to say, 'Maybe next year.' They can't do it without him. You can't trot out Deebo Samuel as your number one wideout and beat the Eagles."
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Washington Commanders
The Commanders aren't trading Terry McLaurin, but they need to make a deal
With Washington and its star wide receiver at a contract impasse, every day matters, and time is on neither party's side.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-08-02

Terry McLaurin and his agent, Buddy Baker, walk on the field during training camp Sunday. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


So this is now officially a mess, and the utopia that has been the Josh Harris-Adam Peters-Dan Quinn Washington Commanders is facing unflattering scrutiny for the first time. Terry McLaurin -- ace wide receiver, model citizen -- has requested a trade. Think back to January, when McLaurin was such a star in the Commanders' romp through the NFC playoffs. The player who produced such a combination of athletic achievement and pure joy would end up in a pay-me-or-trade-me spat? Unfathomable.
But let's exhale and deal with the following reality: The Commanders aren't going to trade their best receiver. They're going to pay him. Not what he wants, apparently, because if they did, he would be in a helmet and pads at training camp rather than emerging only to sign autographs after practice. They'll either pay him what remains on his current contract or give him the extension he's seeking at a price more to their liking. The bet here remains on the latter.
Which doesn't mean this is easy. If McLaurin is adamant that his new deal be worth "considerably more" than what Pittsburgh gave DK Metcalf -- as ESPN's Adam Schefter reported -- then the impasse likely will push toward the Sept. 7 season opener. Metcalf's four-year, $132 million deal, which includes just $60 million in guaranteed money, makes him the fourth-highest-paid receiver in the NFL based on average annual value.
Would "considerably more" be an AAV of $34 million or $35 million? Because that would put McLaurin either tied with or ahead of Dallas's CeeDee Lamb as the third-highest-paid wideout in the league. As productive and patient as McLaurin has been, no one's rankings of NFL receivers goes "1. Ja'Marr Chase; 2. Justin Jefferson; 3. Terry McLaurin." Even McLaurin, coming off his fifth straight 1,000-yard season with a career-high 13 touchdowns, has to concede that much.
So the trade request feels like a threat from a disgruntled player. Really, given that he already tried holding out of training camp and now is there but not practicing, it's the only bit of leverage McLaurin has. And it's not much.
Take a potential trade off the table for the following reason: What team is going to give up a package of draft picks and/or players that would satisfy the Commanders -- who are clearly in win-now mode -- and then provide McLaurin a contract the rest of the league would consider an overpay? That ain't happening.
McLaurin's remaining leverage, then, would be to blame the "ankle injury" he's using as an excuse not to practice -- he's on the physically unable to perform list -- to miss games with pay once the season begins. What would his endgame be there? Receive the $15.5 million he's due this year and potentially go to free agency as a soon-to-be 31-year-old who morphed from team-first leader to selfish problem child who hasn't caught a pass in more than a year? Good luck with that.
What is most likely to happen: McLaurin will accept a deal that isn't what he sought but still makes him a very rich man and properly rewards him for his position in the locker room, with the franchise and in the league, and we'll turn back to how he'll work with quarterback Jayden Daniels and some new toys in the dynamic offense of coordinator Kliff Kingsbury.
About that part: It's important that McLaurin's squabble didn't come during Daniels's rookie season. A year ago, the quarterback and his top receiver needed as many reps as possible during training camp. Now, they have a full season as a body of work together. The familiarity and chemistry are there.
But don't take that to mean McLaurin missing the first week and a half, or more, of camp is unimportant. It matters. Daniels hasn't seen how defenses react when they have to cover McLaurin on the outside along with new addition Deebo Samuel coming out of the slot. If the first time he has his full arsenal is, say, the week entering the opener against the New York Giants -- well, that's a problem. Plus, a full season together isn't seven or eight seasons together. Daniels and McLaurin aren't exactly Joe Montana and Jerry Rice or Peyton Manning and Marvin Harrison. More reps together -- with all the new pieces in the offense -- would help.
What stinks most about all of this, though, is the effect on the vibe around the Commanders. Harris's ownership has, to this point, been some combination of steady and exciting. Peters, Harris's handpicked general manager, received high marks for overhauling a threadbare roster and building a contender on the fly. Quinn, the backward-hat coach, has provided leadership and empowerment to his players and his coaches. This confrontation with a universally respected player makes all of that wobble -- even slightly -- for the first time.
But as adversarial as it is currently, it's unlikely to make even a small blip in the locker room when and if McLaurin returns to practice. Players want their peers to get what they deserve, and they quickly become educated on the business side of the sport. McLaurin's absence is real and impactful on the franchise's preparation for its most anticipated season in a generation. But when he's back at full go, he's not going to face a room full of side-eyed glances. The Commanders will smile broadly, welcome him back, and say, "Let's go."
Trade demand? It's a ploy, that's all. The franchise McLaurin plays for this season will be the only franchise he has ever played for. That might not be for the terms he's seeking, which is too bad for him. But it will be on terms with which the team is comfortable. Grown-ups now run the Commanders, and grown-ups are neither going to trade Terry McLaurin nor overpay him. It says here they will make a deal. What's important is when, because the threat of this situation having an impact on the season is now real, and it gets worse every day.
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