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      Breaking News

      
        Israel wants world attention on hostages held in Gaza
        JERUSALEM - Israel said Monday the plight of hostages held in Gaza should top the global agenda, after Palestinian militants released videos showing them looking emaciated, heightening fears for their lives after nearly 22 months in captivity.

      

      
        Siraj stars as India beat England by six runs in fifth-Test thriller
        LONDON - Mohammed Siraj was the hero as India beat England by just six runs in a thrilling fifth Test at the Oval on Monday to end the series level at 2-2.

      

      
        'No abuse' of Khmer soldiers in Thai custody
        The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will on Tuesday escort representatives from international organisations based in Thailand to meet the 18 Cambodian detainees currently in Thai custody. This is in a bid to counter allegations from Phnom Penh regarding mistreatment and torture, according to its spokesperson.

      

      
        Tariff update anticipated within days
        Thailand plans to release a joint statement regarding the US tariffs this week, according to a source from the Ministry of Commerce.

      

      
        THAI aims to double fleet by 2033
        Thai Airways International (THAI) is preparing to double its fleet to 150 aircraft by 2033 to tap Asia's travel boom as the flag carrier's shares resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) after completing its five-year business rehabilitation and debt restructuring.

      

      
        Thailand does well to secure 19% US tariff, says Prommin
        Thailand has headed off a major trade conflict after securing a fair 19% US tariff rate with the deal now headed to parliament for approval, said Prommin Lertsuridej, secretary-general to the prime minister.

      

      
        Work on Purple Line river tunnel begins
        Tunnelling under the Chao Phraya River as part of the southern extension of the MRT Purple Line has begun and is slated for completion in May next year, according to Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit.

      

      
        Trump envoy's visit will be 'important', Moscow says
        WASHINGTON - The Kremlin said Monday it was anticipating "important" talks with Donald Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, later this week, ahead of the US president's looming deadline to impose fresh sanctions on Moscow if it does not make progress towards a peace deal with Ukraine.

      

      
        Fan dies after fall at packed Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium
        LONDON - A man in his 40s has tragically died after falling from a height during a sold-out Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium on Saturday night, police have confirmed.

      

      
        Mentally ill man tells police he killed his old mum
        A man went into a police station in Bangkok on Monday and informed them he had murdered his old mother and buried her in a concrete-filled tub at their home.
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                                JERUSALEM - Israel said Monday the plight of hostages held in Gaza should top the global agenda, after Palestinian militants released videos showing them looking emaciated, heightening fears for their lives after nearly 22 months in captivity.
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar, in a press briefing ahead of the UN Security Council session on the issue, said that "the world must put an end to the phenomenon of kidnapping civilians. It must be front and centre on the world stage".

Of the 251 hostages seized during Hamas's October 2023 attack on Israel that triggered the ongoing Gaza war, 49 are still held in the Palestinian territory, including 27 the Israeli military says are dead.

The UN session was called after Palestinian militant group Hamas and its ally Islamic Jihad published last week three videos showing hostages Rom Braslavski and Evyatar David appearing weak and emaciated, causing deep shock and distress in Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, under mounting international pressure to halt the war, said on Sunday he was "shocked" by the "horror videos of our precious sons".

Netanyahu said he had asked the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which oversaw past hostage releases during short-lived truces, to provide food and medical treatment to the Israeli captives.

Hamas' armed wing, the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades, said it was willing to allow Red Cross access to the hostages in exchange for permanent humanitarian access for food and medicine into all of Gaza, where UN-mandated experts have warned famine was unfolding.

The ICRC said in a statement it was "appalled by the harrowing videos" and reiterated its "call to be granted access to the hostages".

- 'Only through a deal' -

Netanyahu's government has faced repeated accusations by relatives of hostages and other critics of not doing enough to rescue the captives.

"Netanyahu is leading Israel and the hostages to ruin," said a campaign group representing families of the captives.

In a statement, the Hostages and Missing Families Forum said that "for 22 months, the public has been sold the illusion that military pressure and intense fighting will bring the hostages back."

"The truth must be said: expanding the war endangers the lives of the hostages, who are already in immediate mortal danger."

Mediation efforts led by Qatar, Egypt and the United States have failed to secure an elusive truce.

On Saturday, tens of thousands of people had rallied in the coastal hub of Tel Aviv to call on the government to secure the release of the remaining hostages.

Hundreds of retired Israeli security officials including former heads of intelligence agencies have urged US President Donald Trump to pressure their own government to end the war.

"It is our professional judgement that Hamas no longer poses a strategic threat to Israel," the former officials wrote in an open letter shared with the media on Monday.

The war, nearing its 23rd month, "is leading the State of Israel to lose its security and identity," said Ami Ayalon, former director of the Shin Bet security service, in a video released to accompany the letter.

The letter argued that the Israeli military "has long accomplished the two objectives that could be achieved by force: dismantling Hamas's military formations and governance."

"The third, and most important, can only be achieved through a deal: bringing all the hostages home," it added.

- 'We are starving' -

Hamas's 2023 attack resulted in the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official figures.

Israel's campaign in Gaza has killed at least 60,933 people, also mostly civilians, according to figures from the Hamas-run territory's health ministry, which are deemed reliable by the UN.

Gaza's civil defence agency said Israeli fire on Monday killed at least 15 Palestinians, including eight who were waiting to collect food aid from a site in central Gaza.

In Gaza City, Umm Osama Imad was mourning a relative she said was killed while trying to reach an aid distribution point.

"We are starving... He went to bring flour for his family," she said.

"The flour is stained with blood. We don't want the flour anymore. Enough!"

Further south, in Deir el-Balah, Palestinian man Abdullah Abu Musa told AFP his daughter and her family were killed in an Israeli strike.

Decyring the attack on "young children", he said that "perhaps the world will wake up -- but it never will".
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                                LONDON - Mohammed Siraj was the hero as India beat England by just six runs in a thrilling fifth Test at the Oval on Monday to end the series level at 2-2.
England, set 374 to win, were bowled out for 367, with fast bowler Siraj taking 5-104, including a sensational burst of 3-9 on Monday's final morning.

It is India's narrowest winning margin in a Test match.

"To be honest, it is so amazing," Siraj told Sky Sports. "From day one to here, everyone fought so hard so we are very happy.

"I just wanted to make sure I hit the right areas, the wickets would fall, and anything else would be a bonus.

"When I woke up I believed I could do it."

After resuming on 339-6, England lost four wickets for 28 runs on the final morning of a dramatic series.

The home side were soon 354-8 after Siraj, the leading bowler on either side this series, struck twice to remove Jamie Smith and Jamie Overton.

When injured England last man Chris Woakes came in to bat with his left-arm strapped up owing to an injured shoulder, England still needed 17 more runs for victory.

Gus Atkinson hit a six off Siraj before England got the target down to single figures.

But Siraj set the seal on a superb series by bowling Atkinson (17) as he knocked over the batsman's off stump to spark delirious scenes among the India team and their supporters in south London.

India were without Jasprit Bumrah at the Oval after deciding to stand by a decision to only play the world's top-ranked Test bowler in three games of this five-match series.

Siraj, who featured throughout, ended the series with 23 wickets at 32.43.

Smith and Overton had struggled to get the ball off the square on their Surrey home ground Sunday.

And with play starting Monday beneath grey skies, conditions favoured India's quicks.

Overton pulled the first ball of the day, from Prasidh Krishna, for four -- a shot greeted by huge cheers from England fans in an impressively large Oval crowd -- and under-edged the second for another boundary

Siraj took up the attack from the Pavilion End and promptly twice beat Smith on the outside edge.

And with the third ball of his over Siraj had Smith caught behind, without the batsman adding to his score, to leave England 347-7.

The next delivery saw new batsman Atkinson edge the lion-hearted Siraj just short of the slip cordon.

But it was his Surrey county colleague Overton who fell next, lbw for nine to a Siraj ball angling into his pads. Overton reviewed but Kumar Dharmasena's decision was upheld on umpire's call.

Tailender Josh Tongue was then given out lbw to Krishna but the batsman's review saw the decision overturned.

England had been cruising to victory while Harry Brook (111) and Joe Root (105) were sharing a fourth-wicket partnership of 195 on Sunday.

However, Brook's exit sparked a mini-collapse, with England losing three wickets for 36 runs and Root also among those dismissed.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will on Tuesday escort representatives from international organisations based in Thailand to meet the 18 Cambodian detainees currently in Thai custody. This is in a bid to counter allegations from Phnom Penh regarding mistreatment and torture, according to its spokesperson.
Nikorndej Balankura addressed recent remarks made by Gen Datuk Mohd Nizam Jaffar, Malaysia's Chief of Defence Forces and head of the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire monitoring delegation.

Gen Nizam had told Malaysian media that all Cambodian soldiers in Thai custody were being treated well -- contradicting claims made by Cambodian authorities, who filed a complaint with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) accusing Thailand of torture and inhumane treatment.

Mr Nikorndej said Malaysia's affirmation of humane treatment substantiated Thailand's account and revealed the failure of what he described as Cambodia's attempt to distort the truth.

"This clearly demonstrates the validity of Thailand's statements and efforts to clarify the situation. It also exposes the failure of Cambodia's disinformation campaign," he said.

"This reaffirms what we have consistently said and believed -- that only the truth will prevail. Thailand can substantiate every statement it has made," Mr Nikorndej said.

"Malaysia's support of our position clearly demonstrates that Cambodia's disinformation efforts have not succeeded."

He reiterated that all Cambodian detainees have been treated humanely and in full compliance with international law, and, as part of Thailand's commitment to transparency, representatives from international organisations will be invited to inspect the facility on Tuesday.

Mr Nikorndej also delivered a press briefing following a high-level meeting with ambassadors and representatives from international organisations regarding the Thailand-Cambodia border situation.

The session was attended by a total of 121 participants, including ambassadors and representatives from 74 countries, one regional bloc, and 16 international organisations.

The briefing also aimed to provide clarity on Cambodia's initial cross-border aggression on July 24 and the subsequent ceasefire agreement reached at a special meeting in Malaysia on July 28.

Despite the ceasefire, Mr Nikorndej said Cambodia has repeatedly violated the agreement and continues to breach various international legal frameworks, particularly international humanitarian law and related conventions.

Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa reiterated that Thailand had no desire for conflict and had retaliated in response to Cambodian aggression.

Thai and Cambodian officials began discussions in Kuala Lumpur on Monday to outline the agenda for the upcoming GBC meeting between their respective defence ministers, set for Thursday.

Deputy Defence Minister General Nattaphon Narkphanit, who will represent Thailand in the absence of a defence minister, said he was hopeful that the military confrontation along the shared border would now subside after the talks.

Gen Nattaphon said Thai negotiators had been in the Malaysian capital on Monday at a meeting to agree on a framework for the ministerial-level meeting on Thursday.

Rear Admiral Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ad Hoc Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation, delivered a briefing on the outcome of a recent internal meeting regarding the Thai-Cambodian border situation.

He confirmed two of the original 20 captured were repatriated -- one due to injury and another due to psychiatric illness.

He said that Cambodia had submitted a complaint to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), accusing Thailand of breaching international law.

"Thailand strongly condemns the deliberate distortion of information by Cambodia on this matter," Rear Admiral Surasant said, adding that Thailand has always adhered to the Geneva Conventions in its handling of the detainees.
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                                Thailand plans to release a joint statement regarding the US tariffs this week, according to a source from the Ministry of Commerce.
Chantawit Tantasith, deputy commerce minister, said the tariff negotiations are ongoing, and Thailand needs to address critical issues such as rules of origin and regional value content to ensure Thai businesses can fully benefit and adapt without facing significant impacts.

"The ministry is dedicated to revising regulations to align with US standards while supporting Thai entrepreneurs in their adaptation efforts. We are focused on diversifying our markets to create further export opportunities, while keeping our primary markets like the US," said Mr Chantawit.

Regarding the tariff agreement's specifics, Mr Chantawit said a special cabinet meeting on Aug 1 approved the deal in principle.

He said an official announcement from the United States Trade Representative (USTR) is expected soon. Once this announcement is made, Thailand will initiate its internal legal processes, engaging all stakeholders to determine the country's international trade direction.

A high-ranking source from the ministry said Thailand is now awaiting a formal notice from the USTR. This notice will initiate the process of crafting a joint statement from both nations, which may be disseminated through official websites or press releases.

The technical discussions are set to begin following the release of the joint statement, potentially this week. These negotiations are expected to last between three months and a year, depending on the specific product category.

Once negotiations are finalised, the outcomes will be presented to the cabinet before the agreement can be formally signed.

The source said the current negotiation outcomes are not legally binding. They will come into effect once both parties sign the agreement, and parliamentary approval in Thailand will be required prior to signing.

In terms of import duties, Thailand is expected to reduce tariffs to 0% for around 90% of the product list, which includes more than 10,000 items from the US. Until the agreement is officially signed, existing import tariff rates will be applied, the source said.

According to the source, Thailand currently imposes average tariffs of 3% on US products while the US applies an average tariff of 19% on Thai imports.

The source said Thailand is preparing to open its markets to imports of pork and beef, excluding offal.

There will be further discussions on pork imports, particularly a potential revision of the rules on Beta-agonist growth promoters.
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                                Thai Airways International (THAI) is preparing to double its fleet to 150 aircraft by 2033 to tap Asia's travel boom as the flag carrier's shares resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) after completing its five-year business rehabilitation and debt restructuring.
The national carrier entered into a bankruptcy-protected restructuring in 2020 at the onset of the pandemic.

Since 2021, the state-controlled carrier has executed a comprehensive rehabilitation plan, transforming its business through fleet and organisational restructuring.

Upon its capital restructuring in December 2024, through debt conversion and capital injection, THAI increased its paid-up capital to 283 billion baht before it reduced capital in the first quarter of this year to offset accumulated losses.

As of March 2025, THAI's paid-up capital was 36.7 billion baht with total liabilities of 242.3 billion. According to the SET, its revenue totalled 51.7 billion baht in the first three months with a net profit of 9.83 billion.

On its inaugural trading day, THAI's opening price reached 10.50 baht per share, representing a 134.4% increase from the capital increase offering price of 4.48 baht, with a market capitalisation of nearly 300 billion baht.

"This significant milestone follows the successful completion of our business rehabilitation, signalling a pivotal new chapter for the airline," said chief executive Chai Eamsiri.

THAI is now strategically positioned for robust, stable and sustainable growth, aiming towards value adds for the sake of all shareholders and stakeholders, he added.

The carrier aims to expand its fleet to 93 next year from 78 as of the first quarter this year, which decreased from 103 aircraft prior to the rehabilitation.

The number of aircraft is projected to reach 150 by 2033, including 98 wide-body and 52 narrow-body models.

After the debt restructuring, THAI has emerged with "stronger finances and aims to regain its leading position among the global airline industry", said chairman Lavaron Sangsnit, who is also permanent secretary of the Ministry of Finance.

Meanwhile, the SET noted that Thailand Futures Exchange will continue to suspend trading of THAI futures, citing the prolonged trading suspension, which makes it impossible to assess price volatility and trading liquidity.

That affects the ability to use THAI securities as an underlying asset for single stock futures. Therefore, the SET has not designated THAI securities as eligible for short selling, the bourse said in a statement.

Boonyakorn Amornsank, an analyst with Maybank Securities (Thailand), said THAI's capital structure improved significantly after the capital restructuring, prompting it to invest in more aircraft after its budget was frozen in 2021 during the pandemic.

Maybank projects THAI's earnings to decline at a 7% compound annual growth rate in fiscal year 2025-27 as its passenger yield is expected to drop gradually along with the industry trend as aircraft supply increases.

"However, we expect the pace of decline for THAI to be slower than peers given its premium services and moderate competition on its direct European routes, which account for one third of ticket income," he said.

The airline is likely to have a higher fleet utilisation rate compared to full-service peers as Bangkok airports have started to expand flight connectivity. Besides, THAI is growing partnerships with strategic codeshare partners such as Turkish Airlines, he said.
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                                Thailand has headed off a major trade conflict after securing a fair 19% US tariff rate with the deal now headed to parliament for approval, said Prommin Lertsuridej, secretary-general to the prime minister.
He said on Monday the country has successfully navigated the global trade war sparked by the Trump-era tariff regime, securing a 19% import tax rate on Thai goods entering the US -- a level he described as comparable to regional peers and more favourable than some competitors.

"This was a global crisis, not one faced by Thailand alone," Dr Prommin said.

"But we've now reached a resolution that offers significant advantages for our business sector going forward."

He added that the crisis phase is over, but the government's responsibilities continue. "We now have a clear answer, and that clarity enables us to expand trade and market access."

Thai goods bound for the United States will be subject to a 19% tax, starting on Thursday.

The rate, markedly lower than the 36% initially set by the US, was announced after the government agreed to eliminate import duties on over 10,000 items imported from the US.    

Dr Prommin noted that the 19% rate puts Thailand on a level playing field with regional exporters.

"We're no longer at a disadvantage. In fact, we might even have a slight edge over some countries. We're now in a fair position to compete in the same markets."

Looking ahead, the government will shift focus to economic restructuring, as outlined by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira.

On the legal side, Dr Prommin confirmed that once the agreement has passed a special cabinet session and a consensus on the negotiation framework has been reached, it will be submitted to parliament for approval.

"There is a legal process that must be followed. Once we are at that stage, everything will proceed transparently and in line with the law," he said.
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                                Tunnelling under the Chao Phraya River as part of the southern extension of the MRT Purple Line has begun and is slated for completion in May next year, according to Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit.
It is the second such tunnel under the river and marks significant progress in expanding Bangkok's mass transit infrastructure.

Mr Suriya said construction work is already 60% complete, ahead of schedule. The section connecting Tao Poon and the National Library is expected to be operational by 2028, with full services across the entire route slated for 2030.

The Purple Line's southern extension route spans 23.6 kilometres, stretching from Tao Pun to Rat Burana with 10 underground and 7 elevated stations. It will integrate with the existing MRT Blue Line and Purple Line at the Tao Poon interchange, enhancing connectivity across the capital.

He said the ministry has put heavy emphasis on safety during construction.

The Rail Transport Department and the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) have been directed to strictly follow safety protocols, manage traffic effectively, and implement flood prevention measures at construction sites.

He said that environmental impacts are being closely monitored, with efforts underway to control dust and maintain air quality.

On the government's 20-baht flat fare policy for electric train rides, Mr Suriya said public registration for the scheme will open on Aug 25 via the "Tang Rat" mobile application.

Starting on Oct 1, passengers will pay no more than 20 baht per trip on any of the eight electric train lines which operate in Bangkok and surrounding areas. The number of passengers is expected to increase to 250,000 per day, from currently 150,000.

In June the cabinet approved a flat-rate fare of 20 baht for all eight electric train lines in Bangkok available exclusively to Thai nationals.
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                                WASHINGTON - The Kremlin said Monday it was anticipating "important" talks with Donald Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, later this week, ahead of the US president's looming deadline to impose fresh sanctions on Moscow if it does not make progress towards a peace deal with Ukraine.
Trump confirmed Sunday that special envoy Steve Witkoff will visit Russia, likely on "Wednesday or Thursday", where he is expected to meet President Vladimir Putin.

Speaking to reporters, Trump also said that two nuclear submarines he deployed following an online row with former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev were now "in the region".

Trump has not said whether he meant nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed submarines. He also did not elaborate on the exact deployment locations, which are kept secret by the US military.

Russia, in its first comments on the deployment, urged "caution".

The nuclear saber-rattling came against the backdrop of a deadline set by Trump at the end of next week for Russia to take steps towards ending the Ukraine war or face unspecified new sanctions.

The Republican leader said Witkoff would visit "I think next week, Wednesday or Thursday".

Russian President Vladimir Putin has already met Witkoff multiple times in Moscow, before Trump's efforts to mend ties with the Kremlin came to a grinding halt.

When reporters asked what Witkoff's message would be to Moscow, and if there was anything Russia could do to avoid the sanctions, Trump replied: "Yeah, get a deal where people stop getting killed."

The Kremlin said another meeting with Putin was possible and that it considered talks with Witkoff to be "important, substantial and helpful".

On the submarines, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said: "Russia is very attentive to the topic of nuclear non-proliferation. And we believe that everyone should be very, very cautious with nuclear rhetoric."

- 'Secondary tariffs' -

Trump has previously threatened that new measures could mean "secondary tariffs" targeting Russia's remaining trade partners, such as China and India. This would further stifle Russia, but would risk significant international disruption.

Despite the pressure from Washington, Russia has continued its onslaught against its pro-Western neighbor.

Putin, who has consistently rejected calls for a ceasefire, said Friday that he wants peace but that his demands for ending his nearly three-and-a-half-year invasion were "unchanged".

"We need a lasting and stable peace on solid foundations that would satisfy both Russia and Ukraine, and would ensure the security of both countries," Putin told reporters.

But he added that "the conditions (from the Russian side) certainly remain the same".

Russia has frequently called on Ukraine to effectively cede control of four regions Moscow claims to have annexed, a demand Kyiv has called unacceptable.

Putin also wants Ukraine to drop its ambitions to join NATO.

- Sochi drone attack -

Ukraine launched a drone attack Sunday which sparked a fire at an oil depot in Sochi, the host city of the 2014 Winter Olympics.

Kyiv has said it will intensify its air strikes against Russia in response to an increase in Russian attacks on its territory in recent weeks, which have killed dozens of civilians.

Russia's Ministry of Defence said on Monday its air defences intercepted 61 Ukrainian drones overnight.

One person was killed by Russian shelling in the southern Kherson region, Ukrainian military authorities said in a Telegram post early Monday.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky also said Sunday that the two sides were preparing a prisoner exchange that would see 1,200 Ukrainian troops return home, following talks with Russia in Istanbul in July.

Trump began his second term with his own rosy predictions that the war in Ukraine -- raging since Russia invaded its neighbor in February 2022 -- would soon end.

In recent weeks, Trump has increasingly voiced frustration with Putin over Moscow's unrelenting offensive.
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									Fan dies after fall at packed Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium

									
								

									LONDON - A man in his 40s has tragically died after falling from a height during a sold-out Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium on Saturday night, police have confirmed.
									The Metropolitan Police were called to the stadium at 10.19pm local time following reports of a serious fall. Emergency services responded swiftly, but despite the efforts of paramedics and first responders, the man was pronounced dead at the scene.

Authorities believe the man fell from an upper tier of the stadium just minutes after the concert had ended, around 10.15pm. At the time, the venue was still crowded with tens of thousands of attendees. Officers are now appealing for any witnesses or individuals who may have captured the incident on video--either knowingly or unknowingly--to come forward to assist in the investigation.

A spokesperson for the police stated: "The man sustained injuries consistent with a fall from a height. Enquiries are ongoing, and we urge anyone with footage or information to contact us as we work to determine the full circumstances." Both Oasis and Wembley Stadium issued a message of condolences. 

The concert was part of Oasis Live '25, a landmark reunion tour marking nearly 16 years since Noel and Liam Gallagher last performed together. Saturday's performance was one of seven back-to-back sold-out shows at Wembley, each drawing a crowd of 90,000 fans.

Despite the incident, the band's scheduled performances are set to continue, including shows in Edinburgh on Aug 8, 9, and 12, followed by dates across Ireland, Canada, the United States, and Mexico. Oasis is due to return to Wembley for two more shows on Sept 27 and 28.
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                                A man went into a police station in Bangkok on Monday and informed them he had murdered his old mother and buried her in a concrete-filled tub at their home.
According to police, the 33-year-old man holds an ID card declaring him  mentally ill. He arrived at Rom Klao police station in Lat Krabang district at 11.30am on Monday. 

The man told police he had strangled his 73-year-old mother at their house on Kheha Romklao 27 Road about two weeks ago, placed her body in a concrete water tub in the bathroom and then sealed it with concrete.

Police and rescue workers went to the house. They found a concrete-filled tub which was covered with fabric sheets. The smell of putrifying flesh permeated house.

After opening up the concrete sealing the tub, police found a body inside it. 

They quoted the confessed killer as saying his mother complained too much.

The police investigation was continuing.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will on Tuesday escort representatives from international organisations based in Thailand to meet the 18 Cambodian detainees currently in Thai custody. This is in a bid to counter allegations from Phnom Penh regarding mistreatment and torture, according to its spokesperson.
Nikorndej Balankura addressed recent remarks made by Gen Datuk Mohd Nizam Jaffar, Malaysia's Chief of Defence Forces and head of the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire monitoring delegation.

Gen Nizam had told Malaysian media that all Cambodian soldiers in Thai custody were being treated well -- contradicting claims made by Cambodian authorities, who filed a complaint with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) accusing Thailand of torture and inhumane treatment.

Mr Nikorndej said Malaysia's affirmation of humane treatment substantiated Thailand's account and revealed the failure of what he described as Cambodia's attempt to distort the truth.

"This clearly demonstrates the validity of Thailand's statements and efforts to clarify the situation. It also exposes the failure of Cambodia's disinformation campaign," he said.

"This reaffirms what we have consistently said and believed -- that only the truth will prevail. Thailand can substantiate every statement it has made," Mr Nikorndej said.

"Malaysia's support of our position clearly demonstrates that Cambodia's disinformation efforts have not succeeded."

He reiterated that all Cambodian detainees have been treated humanely and in full compliance with international law, and, as part of Thailand's commitment to transparency, representatives from international organisations will be invited to inspect the facility on Tuesday.

Mr Nikorndej also delivered a press briefing following a high-level meeting with ambassadors and representatives from international organisations regarding the Thailand-Cambodia border situation.

The session was attended by a total of 121 participants, including ambassadors and representatives from 74 countries, one regional bloc, and 16 international organisations.

The briefing also aimed to provide clarity on Cambodia's initial cross-border aggression on July 24 and the subsequent ceasefire agreement reached at a special meeting in Malaysia on July 28.

Despite the ceasefire, Mr Nikorndej said Cambodia has repeatedly violated the agreement and continues to breach various international legal frameworks, particularly international humanitarian law and related conventions.

Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa reiterated that Thailand had no desire for conflict and had retaliated in response to Cambodian aggression.

Thai and Cambodian officials began discussions in Kuala Lumpur on Monday to outline the agenda for the upcoming GBC meeting between their respective defence ministers, set for Thursday.

Deputy Defence Minister General Nattaphon Narkphanit, who will represent Thailand in the absence of a defence minister, said he was hopeful that the military confrontation along the shared border would now subside after the talks.

Gen Nattaphon said Thai negotiators had been in the Malaysian capital on Monday at a meeting to agree on a framework for the ministerial-level meeting on Thursday.

Rear Admiral Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ad Hoc Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation, delivered a briefing on the outcome of a recent internal meeting regarding the Thai-Cambodian border situation.

He confirmed two of the original 20 captured were repatriated -- one due to injury and another due to psychiatric illness.

He said that Cambodia had submitted a complaint to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), accusing Thailand of breaching international law.

"Thailand strongly condemns the deliberate distortion of information by Cambodia on this matter," Rear Admiral Surasant said, adding that Thailand has always adhered to the Geneva Conventions in its handling of the detainees.
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                                Thai Airways International (THAI) is preparing to double its fleet to 150 aircraft by 2033 to tap Asia's travel boom as the flag carrier's shares resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) after completing its five-year business rehabilitation and debt restructuring.
The national carrier entered into a bankruptcy-protected restructuring in 2020 at the onset of the pandemic.

Since 2021, the state-controlled carrier has executed a comprehensive rehabilitation plan, transforming its business through fleet and organisational restructuring.

Upon its capital restructuring in December 2024, through debt conversion and capital injection, THAI increased its paid-up capital to 283 billion baht before it reduced capital in the first quarter of this year to offset accumulated losses.

As of March 2025, THAI's paid-up capital was 36.7 billion baht with total liabilities of 242.3 billion. According to the SET, its revenue totalled 51.7 billion baht in the first three months with a net profit of 9.83 billion.

On its inaugural trading day, THAI's opening price reached 10.50 baht per share, representing a 134.4% increase from the capital increase offering price of 4.48 baht, with a market capitalisation of nearly 300 billion baht.

"This significant milestone follows the successful completion of our business rehabilitation, signalling a pivotal new chapter for the airline," said chief executive Chai Eamsiri.

THAI is now strategically positioned for robust, stable and sustainable growth, aiming towards value adds for the sake of all shareholders and stakeholders, he added.

The carrier aims to expand its fleet to 93 next year from 78 as of the first quarter this year, which decreased from 103 aircraft prior to the rehabilitation.

The number of aircraft is projected to reach 150 by 2033, including 98 wide-body and 52 narrow-body models.

After the debt restructuring, THAI has emerged with "stronger finances and aims to regain its leading position among the global airline industry", said chairman Lavaron Sangsnit, who is also permanent secretary of the Ministry of Finance.

Meanwhile, the SET noted that Thailand Futures Exchange will continue to suspend trading of THAI futures, citing the prolonged trading suspension, which makes it impossible to assess price volatility and trading liquidity.

That affects the ability to use THAI securities as an underlying asset for single stock futures. Therefore, the SET has not designated THAI securities as eligible for short selling, the bourse said in a statement.

Boonyakorn Amornsank, an analyst with Maybank Securities (Thailand), said THAI's capital structure improved significantly after the capital restructuring, prompting it to invest in more aircraft after its budget was frozen in 2021 during the pandemic.

Maybank projects THAI's earnings to decline at a 7% compound annual growth rate in fiscal year 2025-27 as its passenger yield is expected to drop gradually along with the industry trend as aircraft supply increases.

"However, we expect the pace of decline for THAI to be slower than peers given its premium services and moderate competition on its direct European routes, which account for one third of ticket income," he said.

The airline is likely to have a higher fleet utilisation rate compared to full-service peers as Bangkok airports have started to expand flight connectivity. Besides, THAI is growing partnerships with strategic codeshare partners such as Turkish Airlines, he said.
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                National Security Council to have final say before defence ministers meet on Thursday
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                                Thailand expects border tensions with Cambodia to improve after the General Border Committee (GBC) meeting planned for later this week.
Officials of both countries started talks on Monday, preparing an agenda for talks between the two defence ministers on Thursday.

Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, who will represent Thailand in the absence of a defence minister, said he was hoping the military confrontation along the border would ease up after the much-anticipated meeting in Kuala Lumpur.

Thai negotiators will give priority to protecting the national interest and carefully consider any counter offers from Cambodia, he said.

Thai officials convened in the Malaysian capital on Monday for negotiations with their Cambodian counterparts on the framework for the ministerial level meeting on Thursday.

The Thai team included representatives from the armed forces, police, and the Defence and Foreign ministries, according to the Defence Ministry.

The GBC meeting is aimed at ending the border clashes, which briefly continued even after the two prime ministers agreed to a ceasefire at a meeting in Putrajaya, the Malaysian administrative capital, on July 28.

Malaysia stepped in as current chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, with the United States and China also represented at the one-day meeting.

The two countries have traded a war of words since the truce announcement. The clashes killed 17 Thai civilians and injured 38, damaged or affected the work of 20 main hospitals and 149 smaller health promotion hospitals, according to the Public Health Ministry.

Fifteen Thai soldiers have been killed and scores more injured since the armed conflict began on July 24.

Gen Nattaphon said Thai negotiators will end the preparatory talks on Wednesday and their conclusions will be sent to the National Security Council for approval before he meets with Cambodian Defence Minister Gen Tea Seiha on Thursday.
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                                Deputy Defence Minister Nattapon Narkphanit has called on the Cambodian government to honour its soldiers who fell in the border clashes with Thailand by retrieving their bodies without delay.
Gen Nattapon said at Government House on Monday morning that he had informed the Cambodian defence minister during their meeting in Malaysia on Sunday that many Cambodian soldiers had been killed and their bodies had not been retrieved but were left at the Thai frontier.

The bodies should be properly collected to honour their sacrifice and in respect for their dignity, the deputy defence minister said.

Gen Nattapon said Thailand had properly collected Cambodian soldiers' bodies and repatriated them with military honour, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions.

He felt sorry for the Cambodian dead, because their government denied they were Cambodian soldiers.

"I feel sorry for these Cambodian soldiers who lost their lives, sorry that the Cambodian government has rejected them... I am a military officer. Although we are conflicting parties, we must honour the deceased.

"We see the condition of these [dead] Cambodian soldiers, lying in front of us every day during patrols. So, I repeat my serious request to the Cambodian defence minister for their quick retrieval," Gen Nattapon said.

Further delay in collecting the bodies would not only demean their honour and dignity but also pose a health threat to nearby Cambodian villages, Gen Nattapon said.

RAdm Surasant Kongsiri, spokesman for the Ad Hoc Centre for the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation, said that by discarding its soldiers' bodies the Cambodian government violated international humanitarian norms, the dignity of the Cambodian armed forces and Cambodia's Buddhist and cultural practices concerning body disposal.

"Neglecting fallen soldiers reflects a sad disregard for the dignity of Cambodia's own armed forces. This, of course, damages the morale of Cambodian troops and affects the families of the deceased.

"A lot of family members are actually searching for loved ones, people who actually have been lost as a result of the armed conflict. So far, the Cambodian authorities have not shown any sign that they will help find the bodies of those lost ones," RAdm Surasant said.

[image: Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattapon Narkphanit]
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                                Thai universities and schools have offered full scholarships to the families of Thai soldiers who died or were wounded during the five days of fighting between Thailand and Cambodia. 
Mahasarakham University of the Northeast announced the scholarships on Friday, in honour and gratitude for the bravery of the soldiers fighting for the country.

The educational support was offered to the wives and children of the soldiers who were killed or injured in the clashes. The full scholarships cover elementary and secondary grades at the university's Demonstration School and bachelor, masters and doctoral programmes, according to university president Prayuk Sriwilai. (continues below)

[image: Bangkok Post graphics.]
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On Saturday, the director of the Ramathibodi School of Nursing, Poolsuk Janepanish Visudtibhan, posted on her Facebook after seeing a picture of a 13-year-old girl crying over a funeral picture of her father, who died in the fighting.

"If you want to be a nurse in the future, all teachers at our school are willing to accept you without an examination," she wrote to the girl, Pinmook, a daughter of SM1 Teerayut Sijuijai, who died in the Chong Ahn Ma clash in Ubon Ratchathani.

"We believe you have DNA full of sacrifice like your father, which will make you a good nurse too," Ms Poolsak said.

The Thai top ranked Chulalongkorn University on Sunday announced its full scholarships for families of officers and civilians who died during the clashes.

"The scholarships were granted to honour their sacrifice and to support people who lost loved ones," the university said.

The National Institute of Development Administration also offered scholarships for those families who wish to study at the Graduate School of Public Administration.
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                  China toughens import rules on Vietnamese durians after detecting health risk                

                Vietnam competes with Thailand as the top exporter of the fruit to China - but tighter customs inspections are slowing exports, analysts say
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                                Chinese authorities have tightened oversight of imported Vietnamese durians this year after finding "excessive levels" of two potentially harmful substances in the popular, high-value fruit.
The General Administration of Customs of China now requires enhanced pre-export safety checks and compliance testing before shipments leave the source country, with "qualified" test reports to be attached to durians, a customs official told the South China Morning Post, requesting anonymity due to internal rules.

She said the administration had intensified testing for the organic compound alkaline yellow and the metal cadmium in Vietnamese durians, after discovering concentrations that "seriously endangered the health of domestic consumers" at the start of 2025.

"In order to effectively prevent food safety risks, the General Administration of Customs immediately took action."

Under the stricter rules, Vietnamese durians are subject to "batch by batch" testing - with any unqualified fruits returned or destroyed. Exporters are in turn suspended from shipping the fruit to China, she said.

Fresh durian shipments from Vietnam fell by about 45% year-on-year from January to June in value terms, customs data showed. Vietnam's shipments totalled US$611.5 million over the first half of 2025.

The pungent spiky fruit fetches large sums in China - the world's biggest importer of the delicacy - where a 6 kilogramme specimen sells for as much as 200 yuan (900 baht). Durians are especially popular with middle-class families as well as dessert makers and givers of gifts for occasions such as weddings.

Vietnam has vied with Thailand, China's historic top source of imported fresh durians, for a slice of the market since mid-2022. China also allows Cambodia, Malaysia and the Philippines to ship fresh durians.

Vietnamese media outlets had noted a rise in rejected durian shipments earlier in the year. Analysts believe some growers in the Southeast Asian country lack nearby fruit testing facilities and may still be getting used to complying with Chinese rules.

China's "tightened" customs inspections are "slowing down distribution and affecting turnover" of durians from Vietnam among other places, said Lim Chin Khee, an adviser to the Durian Academy, a Malaysian institution that trains local growers.
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                Though the auto industry faces significant hurdles, prospects for HEVs and European brands is improving
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                                While the domestic car market remains wobbly, used car sales in certain segments are expected to recover, driven by stronger demand.
Both new and used car markets were predicted to remain sluggish this year due to banks and car financing companies' strict lending criteria to avoid non-performing loans amid elevated levels of household debt.

But in the used car market, sales of European car and hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) segments increased, said Pinyo Tanawatcharaporn, owner of used car company Yo Ratchada and a former president of the Association of Used Car Dealers.

Sellers of used cars are benefiting from improving market conditions, which are attracting more buyers with limited budgets seeking convenience for purchases.

RISING DEMAND

Purchases of used cars in the European car and HEV categories are expected to increase, which is projected to raise prices by 10-15% in the second half of this year, said Asadavut Asasappakij, vice-chairman of King of Auto Products Co, the organiser of Fast Auto Show Thailand, an annual five-day car event held in early July.

Demand for premium European cars and HEVs is increasing because their prices are affordable, he said.

These vehicles offer good value and their features match the preferences of buyers, said Mr Asadavut.

"Used cars help people save money. Their value depreciates at a slower rate than that of a new car, making them a more stable investment in the long term," he said.

European cars are well-known for their high performance and comfort levels, while HEVs are eco-friendly vehicles that are becoming increasingly popular among buyers, said Mr Asadavut.

An HEV uses both an internal combustion engine (ICE) and a battery. The electric motor operates while the car is running at a slow speed, which helps reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

HEVs feature a generative braking feature that reduces the amount of energy wasted as heat and uses this kinetic energy to recharge the battery.

Japanese car brands dominate the used car market, with a variety of car types including ICEs and HEVs to choose from, said Mr Pinyo.

Japanese brands such as Toyota and Honda maintain a strong presence in the used car market due to their reliability, affordability and established service networks, he said.

"As for the European brands, BWM and Mercedes-Benz are popular," said Mr Pinyo.
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LENDING HURDLES

The process of securing an auto loan continues to be a major hindrance for prospective buyers in the new and used car markets, as the rate of household debt in the country remains high.

Though household debt fell for five consecutive quarters as of July to 87.4% of GDP, the level still concerns lenders.

The drop reflects weaker loan demand as well as stricter lending standards imposed by financial institutions, according to the Bank of Thailand.

Loan applicants for a used car are more likely to be approved than applicants to buy a new vehicle, said Mr Asadavut.

Some used car dealers even offer to bear part of the interest payment to obtain approvals from car financing companies, though this assistance is on a case-by-case basis, he said.

However, the supply of used cars in good condition, especially those in the HEV and European car categories, is limited amid significant demand, said Mr Asadavut.

In other categories such as used battery EVs (BEVs), demand is weak.

"Used BEV sales are middling because of prices and concerns over battery life and high maintenance costs," said Mr Pinyo.

Many potential buyers are reluctant to purchase used BEVs because they are unsure whether the prices of new BEVs will decline as fierce competition weeds out market losers, he said.

In Thailand, sales of new BEVs are expected to reach 100,000 units this year, exceeding the target of 80,000 units, thanks to attractive prices and sales promotions, said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries and spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

During the first half of this year, domestic sales of BEVs soared 61% year-on-year to 54,084, representing an 18% market share in the passenger car category.

[image: Online presence a boon for used car market]

GREATER CONVENIENCE

The used car market has the potential to attract more prospective buyers if purchases are facilitated, said Mr Pinyo.

Like other products sold on online shopping platforms, used cars are following suit as new marketplaces develop.

"Used car dealers are moving to online sales, hoping to drive more consumer demand by offering more convenient services," he said.

The online used car market offers a wider selection of vehicles than visits to premises.

Prospective buyers can compare prices more easily and gain access to processes such as "at-home trade-ins" and delivery services, said Mr Pinyo.

Both new and established players in the industry have adopted digital technologies, helping to drive the trend, he said.

"Traditional dealerships and original equipment manufacturers are adapting by developing their own online platforms and digital strategies," said Mr Pinyo.

"Even wholesale used car auctions have moved online."

With features to help buyers find the best deals, more people unable to afford new cars are expected to consider used cars as an alternative, he said.

Used cars are 30-50% cheaper than new vehicles and now people can easily acquire them online, said Mr Pinyo.
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                                After securing solid growth from the Indian tourism market in the last two years while Asian markets stagnated, 2025 is an uncertain year for arrivals from the subcontinent as US tariff rates are expected to have an impact.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) anticipates growth of more than 10% for the Indian market until 2026, after recording a surge of 14.4% to 1.3 million as of July 20.

Tourism growth has been sluggish for most Asian markets this year.

"We need a period after the new US tariff rates for India start on Aug 1 to gauge the impact on the Indian economy and tourism demand," said Siriges-a-nong Trirattanasongpol, director of the TAT's New Delhi office.

Last year, Thailand claimed a 6.15% share of the Indian outbound market, following the United Arab Emirates (25%), Saudi Arabia (11%) and the US (6.9%).

During an overseas market briefing held by the TAT last week, the agency dubbed this a "bittersweet year" for the Indian market as more countries step in to seize a share of the 30 million outbound travellers.

The potential of this market is huge as the number of Indians travelling overseas is expected to post annual growth of 8% and reach 39 million in 2028. Their expenditure is forecast to increase 9% annually through 2030, noted the authority.

However, the situation over the next 18 months has become more challenging as other destinations offer cheaper airfares on new routes with increased frequencies, matching some Indian preferences for "pocket-friendly" trips, said Mrs Siriges-a-nong.

According to the air tickets portal Skyscanner, flights from India to Almaty in Kazakhstan dropped by 44% in 2025, as well as to Jakarta by 27% and to Singapore and Kuala Lumpur by 19%.

Airfare cost influenced 62% of Indians' travel decisions, compared with 65% for accommodation costs, while 50% of respondents chose hotel rooms that cost around 7,000 Indian rupees per night, or around 2,620 baht on average, according to Skyscanner.

For Thailand, the number of flights are projected to fully recover this year to the level in 2019 with 19,118 flights, rising 31.9% year-on-year for a capacity of 3.79 million seats. The Indian government already lifted restrictions on flight expansion to Thailand.

Eleven airlines operate direct flights from cities in India to three destinations in Thailand, with Bangkok accounting for 78% of the 374 weekly flights, while Phuket accounts for 19% and Krabi 3%.

"For the India market, it's necessary to grow value with volume, stimulating more spending from both metro cities and more areas, as Thailand already has flights connecting 18 cities in India to three destinations in Thailand," she said.

OFF THE RADAR

Mrs Siriges-a-nong said MakeMyTrip, one of the largest Indian agents providing market data, reported 23% of travellers have a preference for shopping and luxury, with Dubai and Singapore the most preferred destinations for these activities.

Searches for business-class flights in the international segment grew by 10%, according to the agent.

Unfortunately, Thailand is not yet considered a luxury destination among Indian tourists, she said.

Mrs Siriges-a-nong said Thailand still has room to grow the Indian luxury travel market as revenue from this segment is projected to reach US$124 billion by 2030, with a compound annual growth rate of 9.8% from 2024-2030.

According to the TAT, luxury tourists are mostly aged 35-65 and live in urban areas, taking 4-6 international trips a year. They are willing to spend for ultra-luxury travel, allocating more than $300 per day, noted the authority.
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                  Tallying the tariff trade-offs                

                While the concessions Thailand handed to the US may result in cheaper imported goods for locals, it could severely impact domestic industries and put some Thai companies out of business
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: As Thailand allows more US goods to enter its market without a tariff, local producers must adjust to the competition.]
                                              
                          As Thailand allows more US goods to enter its market without a tariff, local producers must adjust to the competition.                        

                                          

                  

                                The 19% US reciprocal tariff on Thai goods could offer some much-needed relief for businesses in Thailand, as this rate aligns with the regional average.
However, several Southeast Asian nations including Thailand had to offer concessions, including opening up their markets to American products, often without a tariff.

This change is expected to significantly reshape the trade landscape. How will these developments affect Thailand's local market and its export dynamics?

RELOCATION POSSIBLE

Nuttaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research), said Thai exports likely to lose overseas market share because of US tariffs include jewellery, rubber gloves, pet food and home appliances.

[image: ]

"Rubber gloves, in particular, will face stiffer competition from those shipped from Malaysia, while Thai-made pet food also has some outstanding rivals from other countries. These products are at risk of losing their overseas markets," she told the Bangkok Post.

Locally produced pet food could become less competitive when Thailand lowers import duties on US products, along with internal combustion piston engines and medical instruments, according to K-Research.

Internal combustion engines and medical instruments are among the top 10 products Thailand imports from the US, with auto parts heading the list. Other major import items are soybeans, pet food, food supplements, and machinery parts.

"However, we are unlikely to see an influx of US products, which are positioned differently from the cheap Chinese goods that normally flood into Thailand. US-made goods are mostly intermediate high-tech goods that are not produced here in Thailand," said Ms Nuttaporn.

If manufacturers in Thailand find it difficult to compete at home or abroad, they might freeze investments, she said.

"Costs may rise for these manufacturers, making them less competitive and less likely to invest in capacity expansion," said Ms Nuttaporn.

Looking to next year, if the US tariffs stay in place for long and the government does not address this issue properly, affected manufacturers could "possibly relocate their production" to countries where costs are lower, she said.

Chanintr Chalisarapong, vice-chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said opening up the local market to US imports is an opportunity for change and reform.
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Regulations in several sectors, particularly agriculture, are outdated and these have "hampered Thailand's competitiveness", he said.

Thailand has made progress in negotiations for a free trade agreement with the European Union, which Thai negotiators expect to conclude by the second quarter of next year.

Officials hope a deal can help to offset the impact of US tariffs with greater market access to 27 European countries.

"Thai exporters have to find new markets to help ease the impact of higher US tariffs. The Middle East, Eurasia and Latin America offer strong growth opportunities for Thai exporters, especially for pet food," said Mr Chanintr.

UNPREPARED

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) cautioned about the trade-off for opening up Thai sectors unprepared to face tougher competition in exchange for a reduced US tariff.

Agricultural products such as meat and animal feed as well as certain industries are likely to bear the brunt if they are not protected against the import of rival products from the US, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Herbal products and medicines should not be seriously affected if local manufacturers compete with American companies, but local petrochemical and chemical industries are not ready for a zero-tariff policy," said Mr Kriengkrai.

Entrepreneurs in these industries need more time to adjust because they depend on imported raw materials, making it difficult for them to control production costs, he said.

Agriculture is another sector vulnerable to zero duties on US imports, as Thai farmers will struggle to avoid a severe impact, said Mr Kriengkrai.

"This will not be good for household income and economic growth in the long term," he said.

SMEs IN TROUBLE

A US reciprocal tariff of 19% is expected to significantly undermine the competitiveness of Thai small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), said Sompop Manarungsan, an analyst on the Chinese and US economies.

Many food products in US grocery stores are produced by Thai SMEs, he said.

"The question is whether SMEs even have a margin of 19% to cover the tariff. In order to survive, Thai SMEs must have at least a 30% margin, but how many do? Most of them operate on single-digit margins, especially in the food sector," said Mr Sompop.

"Both large and small food businesses will struggle with a 19% tariff. We must find new sources of demand outside the US, such as domestic demand. We must also develop the service sector to drive growth, and use it to lead the manufacturing sector. For example, expanding tourism, healthcare, food service, sports and entertainment to eventually lift domestic demand."

He also expressed concern about the outlook for agricultural products, particularly corn, soybeans and meat, as Thailand is unlikely to compete with the US because America operates plantation-style, mass-scale production, resulting in unit costs that are half of Thailand's, even after including shipping costs.

Nowhere in the world can produce corn as cheaply as the US and Brazil, said Mr Sompop.

If Thailand does not implement import quotas on such agricultural products, Thai farmers will be affected and the government may have to spend hundreds of billions of baht annually to subsidise the sector, he said.

"More importantly, allowing US agricultural products to flood the Thai market would have a serious impact on the country's food security. How can we rely on imported pork forever, or foreign corn? If a war were to break out, what would we do? This is precisely why Japan has preserved its agricultural sector, even though domestic production is much more expensive than elsewhere," said Mr Sompop.
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"Japan allows only a small amount of rice imports from the US, despite consuming 10 million tonnes of rice annually. The US is granted a quota of just 770,000 tonnes, or 7-8% of Japan's total domestic consumption. Japan has never truly opened up its agricultural sector to the US in any substantial way."

He said Thailand must position itself as a destination where wealthy people from around the world come to use services -- to travel, eat, seek healthcare, and enjoy entertainment.

"We must not abandon production, but we will no longer serve as only a base for original equipment manufacturers, because we cannot sustain that role with a 19% tariff," said Mr Sompop.

LOWER EXPECTED COSTS

Visit Limlurcha, president of the Thai Future Food Trade Association and vice-chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said the US tariff deals enable America to export goods to many countries without a tariff.

This could significantly benefit Thai consumers, as the removal of tariffs is expected to reduce the prices of US imports. For example, animal feed ingredients and electronic components from the US could be imported for processing or use as raw materials.

These changes should lower production costs and provide savings for importers, leading to decreased prices for consumers and enhancing the competitiveness of Thai exports in global markets, he said.

"Consumers can also look forward to a greater variety of products," said Mr Visit.

Temperate fruit such as apples and grapes from the US as well as walnuts, almonds, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, dietary supplements and vitamins could soon become more available at lower prices, he said.

High-quality American products are likely to appeal to middle- and upper-income consumers already seeking these items, said Mr Visit.

Last year Thailand imported goods worth 696 billion baht from the US. In the first half of this year, imports amounted to 358 billion baht.

The main items included crude oil valued at 84.3 billion baht, machinery and parts totalling 33.7 billion baht, and chemicals worth 20.6 billion.

Among consumer goods, pharmaceutical and medical products accounted for 7.81 billion baht, while fruit and vegetables reached 2.27 billion baht, and cosmetics totalled 2.16 billion, according to the Commerce Ministry.

LIMITED IMPACT

While US products will test the competitiveness of Thai exports, particularly for processed food and chicken, Mr Visit is confident in the strength and resilience of these local sectors.

He said he expects Thai processed food, particularly chicken products, to retain their competitiveness thanks to robust production and export capabilities, alongside a sufficient domestic supply at competitive prices.

Any US products in this category are likely to focus on niche or non-overlapping segments, said Mr Visit.

"In terms of chicken products, Thailand can remain competitive, especially if we can purchase animal feed crops from the US at lower prices. This would reduce poultry farming costs," he said.

Regarding the beef market, Australia is Thailand's primary source, holding a 96.3% market share.

Last year, beef imports from Australia amounted to 2.66 billion baht, followed by imports from Japan at 75 million baht and New Zealand 16 million baht.

All three countries operate under free trade agreements with Thailand, benefiting from zero tariffs, said Mr Visit.

Increased US beef imports offer advantages and challenges, he said. They should enhance consumer choice in the premium beef market and could drive down prices due to heightened competition, as well as motivate local producers to enhance their product quality, said Mr Visit.

This shift could give premium restaurants an opportunity to diversify their menus with higher-quality beef options, catering to both tourists and local consumers, he said.

On the downside, small-scale Thai cattle farmers may face difficulties in adapting due to higher production costs compared with their US counterparts, who benefit from large-scale operations and cheaper feed.

Moreover, consumer safety concerns remain regarding hormone use, chemical residues, and health risks such as mad cow disease, which are significant for both governments and consumers making decisions, said Mr Visit.

Cheeta Ngohpraiwan, president of the Thaibrahman Breeders Association, said imports of US beef without a tariff would definitely impact the Thai beef industry, particularly the premium segment because US beef has lower production costs.

However, he said local beef typically sold in wet markets for everyday consumption would stay competitive.

"To reduce the potential impact on the Thai beef industry, the government should impose limits on the quantity of US beef eligible for the 0% import tariff," said Mr Cheeta.

Authorities also need to enact rigorous checks to combat the smuggling of beef, which has long plagued the mass market for beef in Thailand, he said.

"Smuggled beef not only harms the local beef market, but also deprives Thailand of tariff revenue from these illegal imports," said Mr Cheeta.

Addressing smuggled live cattle from neighbouring countries would also help increase local beef prices, he said.

Mr Visit said Thailand can become a regional leader in cattle breeding, as its neighbours and China display a robust demand for live cattle, creating an opportunity for Thailand.

By establishing a strong brand, such as "Quality Thai Beef Cattle", or achieving geographical indication status similar to Korat Wagyu, he said Thailand could enhance the value of its beef cattle and distinguish its products in the marketplace.

The halal market presents another promising avenue for growth, especially in Malaysia, Indonesia and the Middle East, all of which have a heightened demand for it, said Mr Visit.

"To maximise these opportunities, we must enhance the quality of the farms and cattle breeds to align with international standards, create comprehensive traceability systems, obtain global certifications, and implement proactive marketing strategies to ensure global visibility for Thai beef brands," he said.

PORK SECTOR SQUEALS

Sitthiphan Thankiatphinyo, president of the Swine Raisers Association of Thailand, voiced concern over the decision to open the Thai market to US pork, warning it could severely impact independent pig farmers nationwide.

"If US pork enters the market, many independent farmers could be forced out of business," he said.

Mr Sitthiphan said Thailand produces around 1.1 million tonnes of pork annually, primarily for domestic use. Roughly 1-2% of production is exported to neighbouring countries due to domestic oversupply.

Thailand is home to more than 100,000 independent pig farmers and another 50,000 to 60,000 involved in contract farming.

Large agribusinesses account for roughly 60% of total pork production, with the remainder coming from independent farmers outside of contract systems.

NO PRICE WAR

Kawee Sakawee, chairman of the Thai Alcohol Beverage Business Association, said Thailand does not import significant amounts of alcohol from the US.

While some American beers and spirits are available in the market, they are not major players.

Most of Thailand's imported alcohol products come from Europe. In recent years, imports of plum wine from Japan and soju from South Korea have increased, he said.

Mr Kawee said even without import tariffs on US alcohol, it would not lead to a sudden surge of American alcohol product imports.

"Some importers might test the market with trial sales of US alcohol in Thailand, which is a common approach when exploring a new market," he said.

"The key factor is how Thai consumers react to these offerings."

Mr Kawee recalled when Thailand temporarily waived import duties on wine last year, it encouraged foreign wine brands to enter the market. High tariffs previously limited their presence and price competitiveness.

However, not all imported wine brands succeeded in the Thai market, he said.

Eliminating import duties for US alcohol products could allow some premium American spirits to establish a presence in the country, but long-term success will always depend on consumer response, said Mr Kawee.

Even with changing trade dynamics, he said he does not anticipate any price dumping in the alcohol industry.

"Most brands are positioning themselves as premium products. Price wars would harm the industry and are not common practice," said Mr Kawee.

CHIP FUTURE HAZY

Phongprapha Napapruekchat, assistant vice-president at Krungthai Compass, a research unit under Krungthai Bank, said semiconductor products, which were initially excluded from the reciprocal tariffs, are now listed under Annex II in the sectoral category.

This sector is expected to face additional tariff measures, anticipated to take effect by the first quarter of next year.

Now only printed circuit boards are affected by the 19% tariff rate, said Mr Phongprapha.

Meanwhile, Somchai Sittichaisrichart, managing director of SiS Distribution (Thailand) Plc, said smartphone makers such as Apple and producers of computer brands and networking equipment are already subject to zero duties for import into Thailand, meaning the agreement with the US eliminating tariffs on these items should have no impact.



Additional reporting by Somhatai Mosika, Kuakul Mornkum, Suchit Leesa-nguansuk and Wichit Chantanusornsiri
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									Young farmers take the lead

									Agriculture sector looks to resilience, innovation
								

									As Thailand's agricultural sector grapples with climate instability and intensifying global competition, the role of young, tech-savvy farmers is becoming increasingly vital.
									Agritechnology leaders believe new-gen farmers hold the key to transforming traditional farming into a resilient, innovation-driven industry.

Siam Kubota Corporation, a leading agricultural machinery provider, recently hosted its annual "Kubota Smart Farmer Camp 2025" at the Siam Kubota Community Enterprise in Nong Wua So district, Udon Thani.

Now in its 11th year, the four-day camp welcomed more than 60 university students from across the country, aiming to equip them with the skills and mindset needed for modern, sustainable agriculture.

Waraporn Osataphan, Senior Vice President of Siam Kubota, said the programme has so far empowered over 1,000 young participants, many of whom have gone on to establish careers in agriculture.

"This camp cultivates future leaders who combine knowledge, technology and a deep understanding of the evolving landscape of farming," she said.

The programme promotes sustainable farming models, including organic agriculture, through the integration of agritechnology.

"Modern agriculture is no longer just about machines -- it's about smart solutions that amplify productivity and sustainability," Ms Waraporn said.

At this year's camp, participants learned to create engaging digital content under the guidance of prominent influencers.

"Social media is a powerful tool. When used effectively, it can raise awareness, attract investment and make farming careers more appealing to the younger generation," she added.

While the average age of the company's customers has risen to 55, only 18% of past camp participants currently work in farming. However, their contribution is significant.

"These young farmers are pioneering a quiet revolution in agriculture. Their influence goes far beyond numbers."

The camp curriculum is built on three pillars: agri-tech, or smart farming technologies; agri-business, or practical business and financial management; and agri-branding, or personal and brand development in the digital age.

This holistic approach is designed to foster a generation of farmers who can drive the sector forward economically, socially, and environmentally.

Chartchaowasirot Yodkhiri, a local farming leader from the district's Huai Tad Kha community, highlighted the importance of bridging generational knowledge.

"Young people bring digital skills, while experienced farmers provide invaluable insights. Together, we strengthen local economies and family incomes."

In his community, technology has delivered tangible results. Rice yields have increased from 300 to 500 kilogrammes per rai, while cassava output has doubled from three to six tonnes per rai, benefiting over 217 families.

Among the new generation is Kanyawee Rawi, a 21-year-old engineering student from King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang.

She joined the camp to deepen her knowledge of agricultural machinery, with plans to modernise her family's rice and rubber farms.

"I want to apply drone technology to reduce chemical exposure for my family and boost yields," Ms Kanyawee said.

"Farming is my heritage, and I won't abandon my land. I will become a smart young farmer and build a sustainable future for myself and my community."
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                  Tariff update anticipated within days                

                US-Thai talks to continue for many more months
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                                Thailand plans to release a joint statement regarding the US tariffs this week, according to a source from the Ministry of Commerce.
Chantawit Tantasith, deputy commerce minister, said the tariff negotiations are ongoing, and Thailand needs to address critical issues such as rules of origin and regional value content to ensure Thai businesses can fully benefit and adapt without facing significant impacts.

"The ministry is dedicated to revising regulations to align with US standards while supporting Thai entrepreneurs in their adaptation efforts. We are focused on diversifying our markets to create further export opportunities, while keeping our primary markets like the US," said Mr Chantawit.

Regarding the tariff agreement's specifics, Mr Chantawit said a special cabinet meeting on Aug 1 approved the deal in principle.

He said an official announcement from the United States Trade Representative (USTR) is expected soon. Once this announcement is made, Thailand will initiate its internal legal processes, engaging all stakeholders to determine the country's international trade direction.

A high-ranking source from the ministry said Thailand is now awaiting a formal notice from the USTR. This notice will initiate the process of crafting a joint statement from both nations, which may be disseminated through official websites or press releases.

The technical discussions are set to begin following the release of the joint statement, potentially this week. These negotiations are expected to last between three months and a year, depending on the specific product category.

Once negotiations are finalised, the outcomes will be presented to the cabinet before the agreement can be formally signed.

The source said the current negotiation outcomes are not legally binding. They will come into effect once both parties sign the agreement, and parliamentary approval in Thailand will be required prior to signing.

In terms of import duties, Thailand is expected to reduce tariffs to 0% for around 90% of the product list, which includes more than 10,000 items from the US. Until the agreement is officially signed, existing import tariff rates will be applied, the source said.

According to the source, Thailand currently imposes average tariffs of 3% on US products while the US applies an average tariff of 19% on Thai imports.

The source said Thailand is preparing to open its markets to imports of pork and beef, excluding offal.

There will be further discussions on pork imports, particularly a potential revision of the rules on Beta-agonist growth promoters.
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                  THAI aims to double fleet by 2033                
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                                Thai Airways International (THAI) is preparing to double its fleet to 150 aircraft by 2033 to tap Asia's travel boom as the flag carrier's shares resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) after completing its five-year business rehabilitation and debt restructuring.
The national carrier entered into a bankruptcy-protected restructuring in 2020 at the onset of the pandemic.

Since 2021, the state-controlled carrier has executed a comprehensive rehabilitation plan, transforming its business through fleet and organisational restructuring.

Upon its capital restructuring in December 2024, through debt conversion and capital injection, THAI increased its paid-up capital to 283 billion baht before it reduced capital in the first quarter of this year to offset accumulated losses.

As of March 2025, THAI's paid-up capital was 36.7 billion baht with total liabilities of 242.3 billion. According to the SET, its revenue totalled 51.7 billion baht in the first three months with a net profit of 9.83 billion.

On its inaugural trading day, THAI's opening price reached 10.50 baht per share, representing a 134.4% increase from the capital increase offering price of 4.48 baht, with a market capitalisation of nearly 300 billion baht.

"This significant milestone follows the successful completion of our business rehabilitation, signalling a pivotal new chapter for the airline," said chief executive Chai Eamsiri.

THAI is now strategically positioned for robust, stable and sustainable growth, aiming towards value adds for the sake of all shareholders and stakeholders, he added.

The carrier aims to expand its fleet to 93 next year from 78 as of the first quarter this year, which decreased from 103 aircraft prior to the rehabilitation.

The number of aircraft is projected to reach 150 by 2033, including 98 wide-body and 52 narrow-body models.

After the debt restructuring, THAI has emerged with "stronger finances and aims to regain its leading position among the global airline industry", said chairman Lavaron Sangsnit, who is also permanent secretary of the Ministry of Finance.

Meanwhile, the SET noted that Thailand Futures Exchange will continue to suspend trading of THAI futures, citing the prolonged trading suspension, which makes it impossible to assess price volatility and trading liquidity.

That affects the ability to use THAI securities as an underlying asset for single stock futures. Therefore, the SET has not designated THAI securities as eligible for short selling, the bourse said in a statement.

Boonyakorn Amornsank, an analyst with Maybank Securities (Thailand), said THAI's capital structure improved significantly after the capital restructuring, prompting it to invest in more aircraft after its budget was frozen in 2021 during the pandemic.

Maybank projects THAI's earnings to decline at a 7% compound annual growth rate in fiscal year 2025-27 as its passenger yield is expected to drop gradually along with the industry trend as aircraft supply increases.

"However, we expect the pace of decline for THAI to be slower than peers given its premium services and moderate competition on its direct European routes, which account for one third of ticket income," he said.

The airline is likely to have a higher fleet utilisation rate compared to full-service peers as Bangkok airports have started to expand flight connectivity. Besides, THAI is growing partnerships with strategic codeshare partners such as Turkish Airlines, he said.
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                                Thailand has headed off a major trade conflict after securing a fair 19% US tariff rate with the deal now headed to parliament for approval, said Prommin Lertsuridej, secretary-general to the prime minister.
He said on Monday the country has successfully navigated the global trade war sparked by the Trump-era tariff regime, securing a 19% import tax rate on Thai goods entering the US -- a level he described as comparable to regional peers and more favourable than some competitors.

"This was a global crisis, not one faced by Thailand alone," Dr Prommin said.

"But we've now reached a resolution that offers significant advantages for our business sector going forward."

He added that the crisis phase is over, but the government's responsibilities continue. "We now have a clear answer, and that clarity enables us to expand trade and market access."

Thai goods bound for the United States will be subject to a 19% tax, starting on Thursday.

The rate, markedly lower than the 36% initially set by the US, was announced after the government agreed to eliminate import duties on over 10,000 items imported from the US.    

Dr Prommin noted that the 19% rate puts Thailand on a level playing field with regional exporters.

"We're no longer at a disadvantage. In fact, we might even have a slight edge over some countries. We're now in a fair position to compete in the same markets."

Looking ahead, the government will shift focus to economic restructuring, as outlined by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira.

On the legal side, Dr Prommin confirmed that once the agreement has passed a special cabinet session and a consensus on the negotiation framework has been reached, it will be submitted to parliament for approval.

"There is a legal process that must be followed. Once we are at that stage, everything will proceed transparently and in line with the law," he said.
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                  CKPower's Hinghoi Wins for Social, Green Impact                 

                CKPower earns dual honours at AREA 2025 for its Hinghoi and Waste to Value projects, underscoring leadership in sustainability and community empowerment. 
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: ]
                                          

                  

                                CK Power Public Company Limited (CKPower, SET: CKP), one of the region's largest producers of electricity from renewables with one of the lowest carbon footprints, has been honoured with two major regional accolades at the Asia Responsible Enterprise Awards (AREA) 2025. The awards mark the company's fourth consecutive year of recognition for its strong commitment to supporting society and communities surrounding its power plants. 
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CKPower received awards in the Social Empowerment category for "Hinghoi: Renewable Energy for a Better Quality of Life" and the Green Leadership category for "Hinghoi: Preserving and Restoring Natural Resources". The company also earned the prestigious Silver Emblem of Sustainability, reflecting its consistent commitment to sustainable business practices under its CSR Strategy Framework 2022-2026. 
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Mr Thanawat Trivisvavet, Managing Director of CKPower, stated that under the CSR Strategy Framework, the company has implemented the Hinghoi Project for eight consecutive years and advanced the Waste to Value project since 2022. "By leveraging our engineering and environmental management expertise, we help develop communities around our power plants in both Thailand and the Lao PDR. Our goal is to enhance quality of life through increased access to renewable energy, while conserving natural resources and creating new economic opportunities," he said. 




To date, CKPower has provided communities with a cumulative total of 100,330 watts of renewable energy, educated 9,513 teachers, community leaders, and youths on renewable energy, and raised environmental awareness among 4,377 local residents. The Waste to Value project has converted 4,811 kilograms of organic food waste into soil conditioners, avoiding 4,450 kgCO2e in emissions and benefiting 284 individuals through eco-friendly agriculture and education. 
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Looking ahead, CKPower aims to expand Hinghoi across Thailand and the Lao PDR, increasing renewable energy access to 150,000 watts, educating over 20,000 youths, and launching three community-based products to generate an estimated THB 1.3 million in local income by 2026. The Waste to Value project also plans to grow its partner network from three to five collaborators to strengthen organic farming and environmental innovation. 




"CKPower remains committed to both projects while promoting employee volunteerism, clean energy innovation, and job creation," Mr Thanawat added. "Just like the light of a single firefly may be small, together, that light can create meaningful change in society 
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                  Thai Airways' share price takes off after trading resumes                
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                                Thai Airways International's stock price (THAI) surged as much as 231% after shares in the airline resumed trading on Monday, before falling back later in the morning.
The stock was up 186% at 9.5 baht at 12.50pm. The national carrier went into bankruptcy-protected restructuring in 2020 at the onset of the pandemic.

The airline had been in trouble well before the pandemic, reporting losses nearly every year since 2012 after low-cost carriers eroded its market share, especially in short haul routes in Southeast Asia.

When covid struck, Thai Airways was granted bankrupt-protected debt restructuring worth 400 billion baht. It brought in top executives for its restructuring committee chaired by former energy minister Piyasvasti Amranand, who was also the company's chief executive in 2009 to 2012 when it was profitable.

The committee launched debt to equity plans and went on to slash half of its support staff to 16,000. It also initiated plans to cut its fleet from 103 to 85 aircraft and shed its budget carrier, Thai Smile.

Over five years from 2020, the airline reduced its debt to 190 billion baht and reported operational profits in 2023. In the first quarter of this year, net profits reached $9.8 billion, up 300% from the the same period last year. It currently flies 78 jets and reported a cabin factor - the percentage of seats filled with passengers - of 83.3%.

Last year, the carrier ordered 45 Boeing 787-9 wide-body jets with an option for 35 more. In July, it said it could exercise the option as part of Thailand's tariff negotiations with the United States. 
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                  JR East gets OK to raise fares for Tokyo's popular loop line, other routes in March                
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                                East Japan Railway Co has said it has received government approval to raise fares by an average 7.1% from March, the company's first blanket hike since 1987 when it was created from the privatisation of the national railway company.
The fare hike comes as the operator of Tokyo's busy Yamanote loop line and other train routes seek to secure funds for maintaining its railway services amid a falling population and rising prices.

The starting fare for tickets will increase by 10 yen (two baht) from the current 150 yen for distances between one to three kilometres on lines such as the Yamanote Line, which connects stations such as Tokyo, Shibuya and Shinjuku. For IC card users, the hike will be between eight to nine yen.

JR East President and CEO Yoichi Kise sought understanding from the public about the planned move, saying in a statement, "It has become difficult to secure necessary funds to invest in equipment and repairs solely by our business efforts."

The company is one of the regional railway firms created from the privatisation of the state-run Japan National Railways in April 1987. JR East had not carried out a full-scale fare hike since its founding, except for cases when the consumption tax was introduced in the country and subsequent rate increases occurred.

Under the plans approved by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, JR East will raise the price of standard fares by an average of 7.8%, commuter passes by 12.0% and school commuter passes by 4.9%.

The increases are expected to raise an additional 88.1 billion yen in revenue annually.
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                  China toughens import rules on Vietnamese durians after detecting health risk                

                Vietnam competes with Thailand as the top exporter of the fruit to China - but tighter customs inspections are slowing exports, analysts say
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                                Chinese authorities have tightened oversight of imported Vietnamese durians this year after finding "excessive levels" of two potentially harmful substances in the popular, high-value fruit.
The General Administration of Customs of China now requires enhanced pre-export safety checks and compliance testing before shipments leave the source country, with "qualified" test reports to be attached to durians, a customs official told the South China Morning Post, requesting anonymity due to internal rules.

She said the administration had intensified testing for the organic compound alkaline yellow and the metal cadmium in Vietnamese durians, after discovering concentrations that "seriously endangered the health of domestic consumers" at the start of 2025.

"In order to effectively prevent food safety risks, the General Administration of Customs immediately took action."

Under the stricter rules, Vietnamese durians are subject to "batch by batch" testing - with any unqualified fruits returned or destroyed. Exporters are in turn suspended from shipping the fruit to China, she said.

Fresh durian shipments from Vietnam fell by about 45% year-on-year from January to June in value terms, customs data showed. Vietnam's shipments totalled US$611.5 million over the first half of 2025.

The pungent spiky fruit fetches large sums in China - the world's biggest importer of the delicacy - where a 6 kilogramme specimen sells for as much as 200 yuan (900 baht). Durians are especially popular with middle-class families as well as dessert makers and givers of gifts for occasions such as weddings.

Vietnam has vied with Thailand, China's historic top source of imported fresh durians, for a slice of the market since mid-2022. China also allows Cambodia, Malaysia and the Philippines to ship fresh durians.

Vietnamese media outlets had noted a rise in rejected durian shipments earlier in the year. Analysts believe some growers in the Southeast Asian country lack nearby fruit testing facilities and may still be getting used to complying with Chinese rules.

China's "tightened" customs inspections are "slowing down distribution and affecting turnover" of durians from Vietnam among other places, said Lim Chin Khee, an adviser to the Durian Academy, a Malaysian institution that trains local growers.
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                  Banks ramp up green initiatives                

                Beyond sustainable finance, institutions are promoting environmentally responsible building standards
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                                In advancing sustainable business practices, banks are doing more than offering green financial services to clients.
Equally important is the transition of their operations to align with sustainable banking principles -- an effort that includes upgrading their facilities to meet green building standards.

LEED Certification

Kasikornbank (KBank) integrated green technologies into its operations, emphasising an environmentally responsible design in its operations and buildings.

The bank prioritises energy efficiency, clean energy systems, advanced air conditioning, water conservation, waste management, and biodiversity enhancement, according to Pipit Aneaknithi, Global Sustainability Chairman at Kbank.

KBank has six buildings certified by the US-based Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) programme: the Kasikorn Business Technology Group Building, Chaeng Wattana Building, Phahon Yothin Building, Building 3 of the Kasikornthai Learning Center, Kloud by KBank Building, and the KBank (China) head office in Shenzhen.

The real estate sector is a significant contributor to global CO2 emissions, accounting for about 40% of the total. In response, regulatory bodies worldwide have been introducing stricter environmental standards.

For instance, new buildings in the European Union must achieve zero emissions by 2028.

Mr Pipit said KBank is prepared to comply with evolving standards and supports clients in their sustainability efforts through green financial solutions such as financing for solar photovoltaic systems and energy efficiency upgrades.

He said the bank is ready to help clients transition to green building standards by promoting the use of low-carbon construction materials such as green cement and green steel, which were developed ahead of nearing technology tipping points.

Looking to the future, Mr Pipit highlighted the potential of engineered wood products, which offer long-term carbon-negative emissions and are a natural solution for sustainable construction.

KBank, Thailand's third-largest lender by total assets and a leader in sustainable financial services, wants to achieve net-zero emissions in its operations by 2030, a target it announced in 2011, the first Thai bank to set such a goal.

Green Transformation

UOB Thailand is also making strides in sustainability beyond green finance.

In 2024, UOB Thailand rolled out 13 rooftop solar projects across the country, 12 of which are installed at its branch offices and one at UOB's Phetkasem site.

UOB's wholly-owned buildings -- its headquarters at UOB Plaza Bangkok, UOB Phetkasem, and the newly acquired UOB Sathon (formerly the Robot Building) -- were all designed and constructed with energy efficiency as a core principle.

According to Wasinee Sivakua, country function head of finance and corporate real estate services at UOB Thailand, UOB Plaza earned the prestigious Green Mark Platinum certification from Singapore's Building and Construction Authority for excellence in environmental standards.

All three UOB-owned buildings have achieved an energy use intensity of less than 145 kilowatt-hour per square metre, well below Thailand's commercial building average of 200-210 kWh/sq m and even outperforming the global average of 160-170 kWh/sq m. This places UOB's buildings among the most energy-efficient commercial buildings in the country.

In addition, last year the bank unveiled its first sustainability flagship branch in Rayong.

The newly renovated branch is targeting LEED certification this year, reaffirming the bank's commitment to environmental responsibility and operational carbon neutrality.

The Rayong branch transformation was guided by sustainable principles throughout its renovation, from low-impact deconstruction and material reuse to energy-efficient technologies and improved indoor air quality.

Since 2021, UOB Thailand reported operational carbon neutrality across Scope 1, Scope 2 and Scope 3 (business air travel) emissions, and it remains committed to maintaining this status annually as part of its broader transition towards a low-carbon economy.

Scope 1 refers to direct emissions from an organisation's activities or are under its control.

Scope 2 covers indirect emissions resulting from energy consumption, and Scope 3 includes other indirect emissions occurring in the supply chain, both upstream and downstream.

Accurate greenhouse gas emission data collection is vital for reducing emissions and mitigating climate change risks.

According to Thailand's Securities and Exchange Commission, there is a five-year window for Scope 3 data collection before full compliance becomes mandatory.

Gold class

Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group (KKP), a smaller bank active in sustainable finance, also prioritises green operations.

KKP Tower, the group's headquarters, received LEED Gold certification in May 2023.

KKP Tower meets a range of environmental criteria, including the use of energy-efficient electrical systems and water-saving technologies. The building is also designed to minimise the environmental impact during renovations, adhering to high pollution control standards in both construction methods and architectural design.

Worrakrit Jaruwongpak, first executive vice-president at KKP, said the group is committed to achieving net-zero emissions from its operations by 2035.

As part of this commitment, solar rooftops were installed at KKP Tower and 25 branches nationwide since the first quarter of 2024.

"These installations generate up to 400 kilowatts of electricity, helping us reduce conventional energy use by around 241,000 kWh a year and cut greenhouse gas emissions by 120 tonnes of CO2 equivalent a year, equivalent to planting trees that absorb up to 12,600 tonnes of CO2," said Mr Worrakrit.

He said the group plans to continue expanding its use of renewable and clean energy to minimise its environmental impact and reduce operational energy costs.

KKP is exploring and adopting additional renewable energy solutions in line with various industry standards, said Mr Worrakrit.

The company plans to reduce the fuel consumption of its vehicle fleet, lower overall electricity usage, and transition to electricity generated from renewable or clean energy sources, he said.
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                                The Ministry of Commerce will work closely with financial institutions to help Thai exporters weather the impact of the new tariffs imposed on Thai goods bound for the United States.
The US said on Friday that Thai goods bound for the United States will be subject to a 19% tax, starting on Aug 7.

The rate, markedly lower than the 36% initially announced by the US, was announced after the government agreed to eliminate import duties on over 10,000 items imported from the US.

Sunanta Kangvalkulkij, director-general of the Department of International Trade Promotion (DITP), said staff have been instructed to come up with measures to assist affected businesses.

They include extending soft loans to help affected businesses, identifying new markets for Thai goods, boosting efforts to prevent transshipment and curbing the sale of substandard goods, she said.

Authorities will also review regulations to help support exporters deal with the new tariffs, Ms Sunanta said. For instance, the government is considering reviewing the requirements for businesses to qualify for the SME Pro-active programme, and increase the support cap from 200,000 baht, she noted.

The Commerce Ministry is also slated to sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to bolster cooperation with the private sector and financial institutions in about two weeks.

The DITP chief said the department will use the 50 million baht it received under government's 115-billion-baht economic stimulus package to assist in its efforts.

Staff are gathering information from affected businesses to determine what additional measures are required.

This will be compiled into a proposal that will be submitted to the commerce minister, cabinet and the government's economic stimulus committee for approval, she said.

Asked to comment on the National Shippers' Council's projection that Thailand's export sector will grow by 5-7% this year, she said that the estimate is possible.

US importers of Thai goods have so far found the new tariff acceptable and comparable to those imposed on other countries in the region. Additionally, trade with new markets is showing promising signs, and the private sector is adjusting to the new rate. The ministry's projects exports will grow by 2-3% this year, she said.
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                  Online presence a boon for used car market                

                Though the auto industry faces significant hurdles, prospects for HEVs and European brands is improving
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                                While the domestic car market remains wobbly, used car sales in certain segments are expected to recover, driven by stronger demand.
Both new and used car markets were predicted to remain sluggish this year due to banks and car financing companies' strict lending criteria to avoid non-performing loans amid elevated levels of household debt.

But in the used car market, sales of European car and hybrid electric vehicle (HEV) segments increased, said Pinyo Tanawatcharaporn, owner of used car company Yo Ratchada and a former president of the Association of Used Car Dealers.

Sellers of used cars are benefiting from improving market conditions, which are attracting more buyers with limited budgets seeking convenience for purchases.

RISING DEMAND

Purchases of used cars in the European car and HEV categories are expected to increase, which is projected to raise prices by 10-15% in the second half of this year, said Asadavut Asasappakij, vice-chairman of King of Auto Products Co, the organiser of Fast Auto Show Thailand, an annual five-day car event held in early July.

Demand for premium European cars and HEVs is increasing because their prices are affordable, he said.

These vehicles offer good value and their features match the preferences of buyers, said Mr Asadavut.

"Used cars help people save money. Their value depreciates at a slower rate than that of a new car, making them a more stable investment in the long term," he said.

European cars are well-known for their high performance and comfort levels, while HEVs are eco-friendly vehicles that are becoming increasingly popular among buyers, said Mr Asadavut.

An HEV uses both an internal combustion engine (ICE) and a battery. The electric motor operates while the car is running at a slow speed, which helps reduce carbon dioxide emissions.

HEVs feature a generative braking feature that reduces the amount of energy wasted as heat and uses this kinetic energy to recharge the battery.

Japanese car brands dominate the used car market, with a variety of car types including ICEs and HEVs to choose from, said Mr Pinyo.

Japanese brands such as Toyota and Honda maintain a strong presence in the used car market due to their reliability, affordability and established service networks, he said.

"As for the European brands, BWM and Mercedes-Benz are popular," said Mr Pinyo.
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LENDING HURDLES

The process of securing an auto loan continues to be a major hindrance for prospective buyers in the new and used car markets, as the rate of household debt in the country remains high.

Though household debt fell for five consecutive quarters as of July to 87.4% of GDP, the level still concerns lenders.

The drop reflects weaker loan demand as well as stricter lending standards imposed by financial institutions, according to the Bank of Thailand.

Loan applicants for a used car are more likely to be approved than applicants to buy a new vehicle, said Mr Asadavut.

Some used car dealers even offer to bear part of the interest payment to obtain approvals from car financing companies, though this assistance is on a case-by-case basis, he said.

However, the supply of used cars in good condition, especially those in the HEV and European car categories, is limited amid significant demand, said Mr Asadavut.

In other categories such as used battery EVs (BEVs), demand is weak.

"Used BEV sales are middling because of prices and concerns over battery life and high maintenance costs," said Mr Pinyo.

Many potential buyers are reluctant to purchase used BEVs because they are unsure whether the prices of new BEVs will decline as fierce competition weeds out market losers, he said.

In Thailand, sales of new BEVs are expected to reach 100,000 units this year, exceeding the target of 80,000 units, thanks to attractive prices and sales promotions, said Surapong Paisitpatanapong, vice-chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries and spokesman for its Automotive Industry Club.

During the first half of this year, domestic sales of BEVs soared 61% year-on-year to 54,084, representing an 18% market share in the passenger car category.

[image: Online presence a boon for used car market]

GREATER CONVENIENCE

The used car market has the potential to attract more prospective buyers if purchases are facilitated, said Mr Pinyo.

Like other products sold on online shopping platforms, used cars are following suit as new marketplaces develop.

"Used car dealers are moving to online sales, hoping to drive more consumer demand by offering more convenient services," he said.

The online used car market offers a wider selection of vehicles than visits to premises.

Prospective buyers can compare prices more easily and gain access to processes such as "at-home trade-ins" and delivery services, said Mr Pinyo.

Both new and established players in the industry have adopted digital technologies, helping to drive the trend, he said.

"Traditional dealerships and original equipment manufacturers are adapting by developing their own online platforms and digital strategies," said Mr Pinyo.

"Even wholesale used car auctions have moved online."

With features to help buyers find the best deals, more people unable to afford new cars are expected to consider used cars as an alternative, he said.

Used cars are 30-50% cheaper than new vehicles and now people can easily acquire them online, said Mr Pinyo.
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        Trump hurting global trade in ideas
        Much attention has been focused on Thailand's scramble to achieve a bilateral trade agreement with the United States to avoid a 36% tariff on all exported goods. Yet a different restrictive trade policy has received comparatively less scrutiny -- the Trump administration's clampdown on American universities, including a possible ban on the enrolment of international students.

      

      
        Dollar at risk of being left behind
        Europe and Asia could leverage US President Donald Trump's "America First" strategy for their own benefit, eventually spurring the development of regional tripolar FX blocs that could erode the dominance of the US dollar and reshape global markets.

      

      
        Losing the narrative
        Since the border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia began and up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to present its position to the world.

      

      
        Reform clergy with your wallet
        The recent sex scandal involving high-ranking monks has shaken public faith to the core. But the responses from the clergy, the state, and the public all miss the point. This crisis in Thai Buddhism is not about monks and sex -- it's about monks and money. Address the problem incorrectly, and the sex scandals and temple corruption will never end.

      

      
        Strange choices of pets in Thailand
        There was a report in last Monday's Post that lions are becoming popular pets in Thailand. It is believed there are about 500 captive lions mainly in Thailand's zoos, breeding farms and petting cafes, but more disturbingly, some in private homes. It doesn't need spelling out why this is not a good idea.

      

      
        A new page as France quits key bases in Africa
        It's a turning of the page in Franco-African diplomatic relations. For the first time since the decolonisation of the French colonies in the 1960s, there will be no formal French military bases on the African continent.

      

      
        Central banks caused own woes
        US President Donald Trump's fierce attacks on Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell have attracted global attention, rattled markets and, perhaps most importantly, sparked debate about the wisdom of central-bank independence -- a complex issue with constitutional and economic implications.

      

      
        Fireworks factory peril
        The fatal explosion at a house which doubled illegally as a fireworks plant in Suphan Buri on Wednesday is an ominous sign, reminding us that communities are not safe from this risky activity.

      

      
        The human toll behind your seafood
        The next time you are at a restaurant and considering the choice of fish or shrimp, spare a thought. The seafood on your plate may come at quite a human cost.

      

      
        Unprejudiced healthcare
        It's a universal principle that hospitals must be free of discrimination. Unfortunately, this seems not to be the case for Ubon Ratchathani-based Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital, which has decided not to provide any medical services to Cambodians.
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																Much attention has been focused on Thailand's scramble to achieve a bilateral trade agreement with the United States to avoid a 36% tariff on all exported goods. Yet a different restrictive trade policy has received comparatively less scrutiny -- the Trump administration's clampdown on American universities, including a possible ban on the enrolment of international students.
While it is typical to view shipments of rice or semi-conductors as exports, it is less common to discuss the free flow of ideas in and around US universities as a function of trade and as a uniquely American export. Immeasurable benefits flow to the US and countries around the world from the participation of international students on American campuses. Now this trade in ideas is jeopardised by threatened Trump administration plans to wall off scholarship and scientific inquiry much in the same way it has tried, and failed, to wall off the southern border of the United States.

President Trump began this attack on higher education soon after his inauguration earlier this year by freezing grants to universities from the National Science Foundation, quickly followed by freezing other research funds. Several university presidents were called to testify in contentious hearings on Capitol Hill in relation to their use of Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) policies, one of the most salient targets of the Trump Administration. These policies have increased the enrolment of first-generation college students and students of colour but have also been indirectly associated with political expression that the administration finds objectionable, including support for a free Gaza and opposition to US support for Israel.

Although the Trump administration has launched investigations into DEI efforts at 52 universities, much of its retaliation has centred on Harvard University. When the university refused to turn over the records of international students involved in political protests, the school's tax-exempt status was cancelled, and an executive order was issued denying the school the ability to enrol international students.

Harvard has sued the White House claiming that its efforts to block the school from enroling international students are unconstitutional. Other schools remain fearful of the lengths the administration may go to bring US universities to heel and the chilling effect this will have on discourse and the exploration of ideas on campus.

Indeed, Columbia University recently reached a settlement with the administration and agreed to pay US$200 million (6.5 billion baht) in fines to have its $400 million in grants unfrozen. The president of the American Association of Colleges and Universities has called this agreement "government overreach into institutional autonomy and academic freedom".

Harvard has the largest endowment of any university in the world, so it can temporarily weather a loss of federal funds without acquiescing to Mr Trump's demands, but the situation is not sustainable. The university has entered discussions with the White House to reach a negotiated truce, which may yet include restrictions on its ability to enrol international students at current levels.

In full disclosure, I am a graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School, the school within the university with the highest enrolment of international students at a little over 50%. When I studied there, the classes were enriched by the participation of international students, some of whom were from Southeast Asia. A future Thammasat rector, a future Minister of the Environment from the Philippines and a future Deputy Prime Minister from Singapore were all classmates, I vividly recall.

There is a long history of Thai students studying at US universities, even including Prince Mahidol, who enroled at Harvard in 1916 to study public health. The future King Bhumibol was born there in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and a plaque commemorates his birth in what is now King Bhumibol Adulyadej Square just outside the entrance of the Harvard Kennedy School.

The Thai Ministry of Education has expressed confidence that no Thai student will be denied a visa due to US plans to pause visa interviews and screen students' social media postings for political content.

But there is little guidance around this new policy, and it clearly creates an administrative burden on embassy staff who are already suffering the effects of being understaffed due to ongoing State Department upheaval. Visa appointments will certainly be scheduled more slowly, and some students may not receive clearance to enrol by the fall semester.

The new policies and threatened action have created anxiety for students enroled in US universities whom I spoke with for background.

A graduate student in religion at Harvard told me she thought Mr Trump's singling out Harvard is an example of "killing the chicken to scare the monkey," to intimidate other schools into toeing the line on protests against the Gaza-Israel war.

Although she does not plan to transfer to another university, she admits that she may need to reconsider her options if her visa is not cleared by early this month.

Another Thai graduate student working toward a doctorate in anthropology at a large state university said the new policy created a stressful environment as he prepared to re-enter the US after doing field work abroad and was forced to consult frequently with immigration attorneys. Upon his return, he said the university was a different world, as it is sharply downsizing due to the loss of federal grant funds.

The future of other students from Southeast Asia remains unclear. The Trump administration recently placed Myanmar on its travel ban list, leaving in limbo the more than 3,000 students enroled in US colleges.

And Malaysia has announced that it will no longer award government scholarships to study at US universities to spare Malaysian students any potential disruption from volatile Trump administration policies.

Before the administration makes any permanent bans against international students, it would do well to take a clear-eyed assessment of the benefits they provide. The ability of international students to enrol in US schools has always added to American soft power abroad.

The annual State of Southeast Asia report produced by the Yusof Itzhak Institute has frequently aimed to gauge the extent of soft power in the region by asking "Which country would be your first choice if you [or your child] were offered a scholarship to a university?"

In 2023, the last year the question was asked, the US remained the top preference for education, at 25.2%. This level of esteem cannot be bought, and yet, the administration seems intent on squandering it. As one Thai student studying in the US puts it, higher education is "America's last comparative advantage" globally.

It would be a travesty if moves toward isolationism or protectionism spill over into the intellectual balance of trade represented by international enrolment in universities in the United States. It carries significant benefits on both sides of the ledger, the most significant of which may be the export of the idea of America as a place of opportunity and innovation. But for how long?

Sally Tyler is an attorney and policy practitioner in Washington, DC. A frequent commentator on events in Southeast Asia, she is the author of the book, 'The Durian Chronicles: Reflections on the US and Southeast Asia in the Trump Era'.
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																Europe and Asia could leverage US President Donald Trump's "America First" strategy for their own benefit, eventually spurring the development of regional tripolar FX blocs that could erode the dominance of the US dollar and reshape global markets.
The dollar has struggled this year, especially since Mr Trump's April 2 tariff announcement. While the currency is on pace for one of its strongest weeks this year after jumping about 1% on July 28 following the announcement of US-EU trade deal, this short-term move doesn't change the long-term trends that could undermine the greenback's position.

MOVING IN REVERSE

Economic dominance in the future could largely depend on access to affordable, efficient energy to power artificial intelligence technologies. And in the race to dominate the industries of the future, the US is arguably going in reverse.

It's retreating from the renewables space, as seen in the administration's recent move to eliminate many clean energy subsidies. The president appears to be making the bet that the US can maintain energy dominance indefinitely by relying on its own fossil fuel resources.

This could ultimately result in uncompetitive power costs in the future, especially given that China is already dominating in clean energy technologies like solar and electric vehicles.

As historian Adam Tooze argues, "for the first time in two centuries the West is no longer the leader in future technologies but the follower".

TWIN DEFICITS

While Mr Trump may be seeking to enhance American self-sufficiency, the administration's policies may actually be increasing the country's dependency on foreign capital.

Mr Trump's recently passed budget bill -- which looks pretty ugly to fiscal watchdogs despite its name -- could cement the US's position as the world's biggest capital importer by adding an expected $3.4 trillion to the US deficit over the next decade, according to estimates by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, potentially locking in 6% to 7% budget deficits for years.

Importantly, the US has also been running current account deficits of roughly 4% over the past several years, and this widened to 6% of GDP in Q1 2025, according to the US Bureau of Economic Analysis.

By spending beyond its means and running these twin deficits, the US will continue to require large amounts of foreign capital inflows.

But unfortunately for Washington, this capital may soon be harder to come by, if both Europe and Asia seek to keep more of it closer to home.

Europe is pushing for increased defense spending, as seen in its new goal to spend 5% of GDP on defence in the coming decade. While the bloc has agreed to increase US energy purchases through the recently announced US trade deal, much of that agreement remains up in the air and the volumes suggested are pretty unrealistic. Meanwhile, Asia has begun to trade more internally, as China has been focusing on export diversification.

TRI-POLAR FX BLOCS

A growing regionalisation of supply chains began during the pandemic and appears to be accelerating as Mr Trump seeks to drive production back to the US and all major global powers focus on securing regional raw material access (eg, rare earths and other critical minerals) for national security purposes.

This shift could eventually create the foundation for true regional FX blocs across Asia, Europe and the Americas.

This development would have a major impact on the global economy, currency values and capital markets, arguably providing a more balanced global economy with three poles of supply and demand, each attuned to their own regional dynamics rather than the current set-up whereby the global economy responds primarily to the Federal Reserve and US internal dynamics.

Recently, European policymakers have discussed what ECB President Christine Lagarde has termed a "Global Euro" moment, one built upon a European Savings and Investment Union designed to foster both a European safe-haven asset that could eventually compete with US Treasuries and deeper, more liquid European capital markets to fund European infrastructure and innovation.

Of course, this won't be an overnight shift. The dollar remains the world's dominant reserve currency, and the US debt market is estimated to be more than three times the size of Europe's, according to the World Economic Forum.

But simply having a larger percentage of European capital stay at home could make a huge difference. Europe's current account surplus has averaged roughly $400 billion over the past few years, and Europe invests roughly $300 billion per year in offshore financial assets, according to the New York Times.

Within Asia, Pan Gongsheng, Governor of the People's Bank of China, has recently highlighted China's interest in having the yuan play a larger role in a multi-polar currency world.

Other officials soon followed, discussing how China plans to improve home market access for foreign capital while expanding opportunities for the Chinese to invest abroad. While China's capital account remains closed, Asian currencies already primarily trade off the yuan rather than the US dollar.

Even though China faces challenges, such as its fight against deflation, its efforts on this front -- namely, boosting consumption and reining in excess supply, especially in the renewable energy space across solar, wind and batteries -- could ultimately help attract more foreign capital by boosting China's growth profile and corporate earnings.

There is obviously no guarantee that these measures will be successful, but the government's intense focus on achieving these goals is evident. The recent decision to provide $12.4 billion in childcare subsidies suggests a potential policy Rubicon has been crossed, as China has typically resisted these types of direct fiscal stimulus measures in the past.

In a world of currency blocs, both Europe and Asia could emerge as potential winners, as they erode the US's position as the world's financial powerhouse. So while many investors may get lost in the short-term currency noise, it might be wise to instead focus on the long-term signal. Reuters

Jay Pelosky is the Founder and Global Strategist at TPW Advisory.
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																Since the border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia began and up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to present its position to the world.
However, the joint press briefing by the Thai military and Foreign Ministry during a visit by military attaches to the conflict zone on Friday marked one of the most coherent and assertive efforts to communicate the facts on the ground.

One of the key lessons from this conflict is the critical importance of proactive diplomacy and strategic communication with the international community.

This responsibility lies squarely with the government, national leadership and the Foreign Ministry. Yet Cambodia has consistently outpaced Thailand in projecting its narrative, winning sympathy abroad, even as facts on the ground indicate otherwise.

Evidence clearly shows that civilian areas, including schools, hospitals and entire communities, have been damaged by indiscriminate military attacks by Cambodian forces, and Thailand did not open fire on civilians nor historic sites.

Even after a ceasefire was agreed, Cambodia violated the terms with continued shelling. Still, Thailand has failed to tell the world about the glaring violation of the Geneva Convention Additional Protocol I (1977) and customary international humanitarian law.

Comments by Sean O'Neill, nominee for US ambassador to Thailand, underscored the perception gap Thailand faces internationally.

During his Senate confirmation hearing, Mr O'Neill criticised the border conflict as harmful and counterproductive, saying it neither benefits Thais nor strengthens the US-Thailand alliance, but instead results in unnecessary loss and hardship.

That message did not reflect an understanding of Thailand's defensive position or the complexities of the situation. Similarly, statements from China have not helped improve Thailand's standing in the eyes of the global community.

The underlying problem is Thailand's passive diplomatic posture and weak communication campaign. The government has spent each day fending off Cambodian accusations, many of which are distorted or false, without clearly asserting Thailand's own narrative.

As Cambodian strongman Hun Sen eloquently pushes his narratives on the global stage, Thailand's leadership is out of sight, and Thai netizens and social media influencers fill the gap.

Domestically, the government faces a crisis of confidence. A recent leak of an audio clip featuring Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Hun Sen has deepened public mistrust. A poll by Rangsit University shows that over 60% of Thais have no confidence in the prime minister's ability to manage the Thai-Cambodian conflict, while only 1% expressed strong confidence.

Similarly, a survey by the Institute of Future Studies for Development found 85.5% of respondents had little or no trust in the government. In contrast, a poll by the Asia Vision Institute in Phnom Penh found that 93.6% of Cambodians were satisfied with their government's handling of the situation.

The Friday briefing to foreign military attaches was direct, well-documented and addressed Cambodia's allegations point by point. Unfortunately, it came late.

No matter how justified Thailand's actions may be, if the world remains unaware, Thailand will continue to lose ground in international diplomacy. A new era of proactive, strategic diplomacy must begin now.

Since the outbreak of border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia, up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to effectively present its position to the world. However, the joint press briefing by the Thai military and Foreign Ministry during a visit by military attaches to the conflict zone on Friday marked one of the most coherent and assertive efforts to communicate the facts on the ground.

One of the key lessons from this border conflict is the critical importance of proactive diplomacy and strategic communication with the international community. This responsibility lies squarely with the government, national leadership, and the Foreign Ministry. Yet, Cambodia has consistently outpaced Thailand in projecting its narrative, winning sympathy abroad, even as facts on the ground indicate otherwise.

Evidence clearly shows that c ivilian areas, including schools, hospitals, and entire communities, have suffered indiscriminate attacks by Cambodian forces and Thailand did not open fires. Even after a ceasefire was agreed, Cambodia reportedly violated the terms with continued shelling. Still, Thailand has failed to turn these facts into international awareness and support.

Comments by Sean O'Neill, the nominee for U.S. ambassador to Thailand, underscored the perception gap Thailand faces internationally. During his Senate confirmation hearing, O'Neill criticised the border conflict as harmful and counterproductive, saying it neither benefits the Thai people nor strengthens the US-Thailand alliance, but instead results in unnecessary loss and hardship.

That message did not reflect an understanding of Thailand's defensive position or the complexities of the situation. Similarly, statements from China have not helped improve Thailand's standing in the eyes of the global community.

The underlying problem is Thailand's passive diplomatic posture. The government has spent each day fending off Cambodian accusations, many of which are distorted or false, without clearly asserting Thailand's own narrative. The leadership has remained largely absent from global discourse. In the resulting vacuum, Thai netizens and social media influencers have stepped in to share the truth with the world.

Domestically, the government faces a crisis of confidence. A recent leak of an audio clip featuring Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and former Cambodian leader Hun Sen has deepened public mistrust. A poll conducted by Rangsit University shows that over 60% of Thais have no confidence in the prime minister's ability to manage the Thai-Cambodian conflict, while only 1% expressed strong confidence.

Similarly, a survey by the Institute of Future Studies for Development found that 85.59% of respondents had little or no trust in the current government. In contrast, a poll by the Asia Vision Institute in Phnom Penh found that 93.6% of Cambodians were satisfied with their government's handling of the situation.

The Friday briefing to foreign military attaches was a rare moment when Thailand presented its side with clarity and conviction. It was direct, well-documented, and addressed Cambodia's allegations point by point. Unfortunately, it came late. The global narrative had already taken shape, influenced by early and sustained Cambodian messaging.

Thailand must learn from this experience. In a world where communication moves at the speed of social media and perception often overrides fact, even the truth needs a strategy. No matter how justified Thailand's actions may be, if the world remains unaware, Thailand will continue to lose ground in international diplomacy, especially in conflicts with smaller, seemingly less powerful nations like Cambodia.

A new era of proactive, strategic diplomacy must begin now.

//end
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																The recent sex scandal involving high-ranking monks has shaken public faith to the core. But the responses from the clergy, the state, and the public all miss the point. This crisis in Thai Buddhism is not about monks and sex -- it's about monks and money. Address the problem incorrectly, and the sex scandals and temple corruption will never end.
Monks succumbing to sexual temptation is nothing new. The Buddha's monastic code is clear: breaking the celibacy vow ends monkhood immediately. The individual must leave and return to lay life at once.

The latest scandal, however, reveals how supposedly respectable monks have shamelessly lived in lies and hypocrisy -- clinging to the robes not for faith, but to maintain a steady stream of wealth from ritual fees, donations, titles, and prestige. In short, they are not addicted to sex -- but to status and money.

The case of Wirawan Emsawat, better known as "Sika Golf," lays bare the rot. So far, 13 top monks, many holding senior ranks in the clerical hierarchy, have been defrocked.

Police traced more than 300 million baht from their bank accounts to hers. She now faces charges of extortion, fraud, and theft. She is in prison after being denied bail. The monks? No criminal charges. They simply returned to lay life -- with their fat bank accounts intact. Many had maintained long-term relationships with her for years. Under the Vinaya, they were no longer monks. Yet they continued exploiting the saffron robes, raking in money until the scandal broke.

When money and power aren't involved, monks who break their vows quietly leave. But when they're rich and powerful, they choose deceit. What turns high-ranking monks into hypocrites is a system that enables them to amass wealth and abuse temple funds with impunity. The women are just a symptom. Yet the state and the clergy continue to scapegoat "femme fatales," portraying monks as victims -- tricked by women due to inexperience. It's a smokescreen.

Buddhism teaches shame as a moral compass. Monks preach this daily. So where was their shame? What dulled their sense of right and wrong? The answer: easy money, unmonitored wealth, and the prestige it buys.

Temples in Thailand are big business. The faithful believe that giving to monks earns the highest merit. A study 15 years ago estimated annual temple donations at over 120 billion baht -- a figure likely much higher today.

Although the Buddha prohibited monks from handling money, the monkhood has become a lucrative career. Ritual fees rise with rank, reaching up to 10,000 baht per ceremony. Abbots have sole control over temple finances, and financial reports submitted to the National Office of Buddhism (NOB) are neither audited nor transparent.

This lack of oversight enables abuse. For poor, rural boys, the monkhood becomes a ladder out of poverty. As they climb the clergy's feudal hierarchy, they gain wealth, respect, and royal-style prestige. Monks then compete to build ever-grander temples to win promotion. Buying those promotions is an open secret. Temples become theme parks. Faith becomes transaction. Even the NOB is not immune. Some of its chiefs have been caught colluding with abbots to siphon off temple funds.

It's no wonder monks cling to their robes after committing cardinal sins. The more money involved, the tighter the grip on power. That's why scandals almost always involve wealthy, high-ranking monks -- and why public shock is misplaced. The solution? Not shaming women or treating rogue monks as isolated bad apples. Systemic reform is needed.

First, the Sangha Act must be amended to end abbots' sole control of temple assets. Mandatory audits and community oversight are essential. A clerical secretariat should oversee recruitment, training, and discipline. Monk education must focus on spiritual development, not rote scripture memorisation. Feudal titles and hierarchies must also be reconsidered. Titles fuel competition for power. Reform must begin where the rot runs deepest: in the clergy's relationship with money and power.

The faithful, too, must reflect. Blind giving sustains the system. They must question the belief that any man in a robe is "fertile soil" for merit-making and investment in a better next life. Merit should be based on intention and impact -- here and now -- not robes and rituals. Blind faith fuels temple corruption. It enables "parajika" monks to continue exploiting your belief.

The more you give without question, the more you empower the rot. Reform will not come from the clergy or the state. They benefit from the status quo. Real change begins when the faithful stop feeding a broken system. If the clergy won't change, the faithful must. Start with your wallet.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3080318/reform-clergy-with-your-wallet



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Strange choices of pets in Thailand								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																There was a report in last Monday's Post that lions are becoming popular pets in Thailand. It is believed there are about 500 captive lions mainly in Thailand's zoos, breeding farms and petting cafes, but more disturbingly, some in private homes. It doesn't need spelling out why this is not a good idea.
These magnificent beasts are not designed to be pets or put in cages but should be running around free in the savannah of their homeland. Also, cuddly though they might look they can quickly transform into dangerous creatures if upset by humans.

It highlights the odd choices of pets by some people. A couple of years ago Thailand banned the import of green iguanas as these lizards were damaging the environment. Iguanas had been growing in popularity as a pet but many escaped and were spotted on the loose, particularly in the Lop Buri area.

Quite why anyone would want to have a pet iguana I have no idea. They are not exactly cuddly. Admittedly they have an advantage over dogs in that don't bark, although they apparently make a sort of asthmatic wheezing sound when agitated. Readers may also recall that some years ago there was a brief fad in this country for pet piranhas. However, all it took was a couple of owners being bitten by the fish to put an end to that nonsense.

Pity the piggies

There was a brief craze in Thailand a decade ago when it became fashionable to have tiny pigs as pets. Many of these cute-looking porkers were bought at Chatuchat market where vendors assured gullible customers the piggies would stay in their diminutive size forever.

Of course they didn't and within a year these lovely little piglets had transformed into 150kg lumps of blubber, not exactly the cute pet they had in mind for running about in their townhouse. The pet pigs quickly lost their novelty appeal and many were either abandoned or sold by their owners, eventually ending up on dinner plates.

British statesman Winston Churchill was known to nurture a soft spot for pigs. He once observed: "I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals."

Python pal

A Thai actress made headlines in the 1990s when it was revealed she shared her bed every night with her pet python, who sadly wasn't called Monty. She was photographed sitting on the bed lovingly stroking the reptile. The actress said the python always behaved itself and never wet the bed. Her boyfriend wasn't too impressed, however, and was said to be left looking for a "less complicated" relationship that didn't involve slithery reptiles.

Lenny the Lion

Back to the lions. When I was a kid there was a children's programme on the BBC called The Lenny the Lion Show featuring ventriloquist Terry Hall with his puppet lion Lenny. Hall was skilled at this difficult art and was the first in his profession to use an animal as his dummy. Lenny was a cheerful looking lion made of old fox fur and with a golf ball for a nose. Lenny also had a slight lisp and developed a popular catchphrase "Aw! Don't embawass me", as he lifted his paw and sighed.

Gottle o' geer

Speaking of Lenny got me thinking about other TV ventriloquists (vents) that were around when I was a kid. My favourite was Arthur Worsely who was a familiar figure in the 1960s. He possessed a dry sense of humour and would retain a deadpan expression throughout the show while suffering non-stop verbal abuse from his dummy Charlie Brown.

You wouldn't see Worsely's lips moving despite the dummy taunting him with "I bet you can't say 'bottle of beer'", or "I can see your lips moving, yes they're moving".

Part of the act featured Charlie listing a host of place-names beginning with "M" a letter that is hugely difficult for vents. So Worsley would battle his way through names like Manchester, Morecambe and Macclesfield before concluding with "and Melton Mowbray" with just a hint of a smile.

Face for radio

One of the strangest ventriloquist success stories was that of Peter Brough and his schoolboy dummy Archie Andrews. What made it so bizarre was that Brough performed on the radio which made his skills as a vent totally redundant.

When Brough did occasionally appear on television you could see his lips moving but it didn't really matter because Archie had already become a celebrity in his own right. The Educating Archie radio show ran throughout the 1950s.

Things did not always go smoothly for Archie however as he was sometimes left behind in the luggage rack on train journeys. On one occasion while Brough was sitting in the refreshment car the carriage in which he had left Archie was removed from the train and taken off to another city. Brough had to perform that night without the dummy, which must have been quite a challenge.

Snarling newshounds

My thanks to readers who bravely submitted their own collective nouns for journalists. The most polite offering by far was a "jury". Less flattering but perhaps more accurate was a "snarl" and another offering was a "fakery". Other contributions included a "gaggle" and a "spin", while someone suggested "pit", as in vipers. Well, it takes all sorts.



Contact PostScript via email at oldcrutch@hotmail.com
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																It's a turning of the page in Franco-African diplomatic relations. For the first time since the decolonisation of the French colonies in the 1960s, there will be no formal French military bases on the African continent.
Following decolonisation, former French President Charles de Gaulle nurtured close military ties, not to mention cultural and commercial links, with many of France's former territories.

Strategic but discreet defence footholds remained in key countries such as Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon and others in a low-key but significant security network. Such facilities allowed France alone a key military access on the African continent, something which Britain did not have.

Yet in recent years, the formerly cosy ties have changed as a wave of Islamic fundamentalism, a spate of coups d'etat in West and Central African regimes, and growing covert Russian and Chinese influence have become a dangerous new norm. France soon became the political bete noire in many of its former colonies, and the Macron government deemed it was time to leave. Formerly close relationships in places like Chad, Burkina Faso, and Mali have largely disappeared.

Then, even close ties with the current government in Senegal saw a call for a formal end to the French military presence. Last month, France closed its Senegalese bases, including a key airfield, pulling out 350 troops. Senegal's President Bassirou Diomaye Faye stated, "Senegal is an independent country, it is a sovereign country and sovereignty does not accept the presence of military bases," he said last year, while maintaining that "France remains an important partner for Senegal".

The French withdrawal comes as the Sahel region faces a widening Islamic jihadist conflict across Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger. Just a decade ago, France mounted a major anti-jihadi operation in Mali, Operation Barkhane, but was forced to phase down as the local government in Bamako, Mali, began its tilt towards Moscow.

According to the French Ministry of Defence, the former anti-terrorist mission "spanned over five countries in the Sahel region of North Africa, starting at the beginning of August 2014...with their main base located in the Chadian capital N'Djamena, the French forces actively operated in Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Chad and Niger".

Earlier this year, French President Emmanuel Macron chided, "that Sahel states 'forgot' to thank France for its role", amid the continuing withdrawal of French troops from West African countries. He added that no Sahel state would be a sovereign nation without France's intervention, which prevented them from falling under the control of militants.

Between 1964 and 2012, France was able to intervene militarily on up to 30 occasions, supporting friendly governments and thwarting rebellions and potential coups d'etat. That age has passed.

In January this year, Paris returned its longtime base in Chad in the unrest-plagued Sahel region; the next month, France also pulled out of its remaining base in Cote d'Ivoire, ending decades of French presence. Various African states have ousted over 4,300 French soldiers in the past few years. Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali, moreover, have cut ties with France and turned to Russia for help in fighting the Sahel's decade-long unrest. Russian mercenaries now serve in some of these Sahel states, offering security services to local regimes.

The real advantage of these French bases rested with the logistical objectives of forward placement of prepositioned military forces, humanitarian airlift capacity of supplies, intelligence gathering, as well as assistance and training for local security forces.

Despite the dramatic developments, some 1,500 French forces will remain in the Horn of Africa nation of Djibouti, home to a permanent French military base. The Djibouti facility at the strategic southern end of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden is shared with 4,000 American and, separately, since 2017, over 2,000 Chinese forces. Beijing's overt mission here is to facilitate anti-piracy operations.

Despite the military pullouts, France maintains vigorous cultural and linguistic ties with its former colonies via the Francophone organisation.

Though there has been little public discussion and comment on the dramatic withdrawals from Africa, there's disquiet in the French military and intelligence community over the undeniable losses of forward operating bases and security assets on the African continent. This shift by the French government creates an undeniable military vacuum on the African continent, a gap the United States is unwilling to fill.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																US President Donald Trump's fierce attacks on Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell have attracted global attention, rattled markets and, perhaps most importantly, sparked debate about the wisdom of central-bank independence -- a complex issue with constitutional and economic implications.
Central-bank independence refers to monetary policymakers' authority to make decisions free from political influence, albeit restricted to measures that fulfil the mandate established by the legislature. This independence would be called into question if political leaders could dismiss the central bank's management at any time.

Some critics consider central-bank independence to be at odds with democracy, because it places monetary policy in the hands of "unelected bureaucrats", underscoring the need for justification. But equating central-bank independence with judicial independence, as is sometimes done, is inappropriate. The legislative branch transfers authority for monetary policy to an independent institution, while the judicial branch determines, when necessary, whether this institution has adhered to its mandate.

The independent status that many central banks currently have is a historical exception. It was only around 1989-90 that independence came to be viewed as necessary to ensure monetary stability. Following the double-digit inflation of the 1970s and early 1980s, Western politicians began to recognise that when monetary policy is in the hands of the executive, higher and more volatile inflation is inevitable. The temptation to stimulate growth and employment, to the detriment of price stability, is too strong. Governments deliberately decided to disempower themselves.

In 1997, Gordon Brown, then the United Kingdom's chancellor of the exchequer, spelt out this new consensus when granting independence to the Bank of England: "The previous arrangements for monetary policy were too short-termist, encouraging short but unsustainable booms ... and higher inflation, which was inevitably followed by recession."

He went on to explain that reforming the Bank of England would "ensure that decision-making on monetary policy was more effective, open, accountable and free from short-term political manipulation". But central-bank independence requires continued support from politicians: the legislature can revoke this authority just as it can grant it. And all it takes to tip the scales in this direction is a change in political opinion -- brought about by a rise in populist parties, for example.

Mr Trump's repeated threats to remove Mr Powell -- which prevailing opinion holds is legally impossible -- and appoint a successor who would conduct monetary policy according to his wishes, demonstrates the system's vulnerability. It is reminiscent of the early 1970s, when then-Fed chair Arthur Burns yielded to pressure from President Richard Nixon to cut rates -- one of the most inglorious eras in Fed history, culminating in the so-called Great Inflation of the 1970s. While one might think that this unequivocally grim outcome had settled the question of central-bank independence, Mr Trump's rhetoric shows otherwise.

The current debate over central-bank independence re-emerged when these institutions were at the height of their prestige. Tragically, monetary authorities fuelled the fire by expanding their mandate into areas reserved for parliaments and governments. After making a significant contribution to a decades-long period of low inflation and steady growth, monetary authorities were celebrated as saviours following their decisive actions in the wake of Lehman Brothers' collapse and the global financial crisis of 2007-08. After all, they -- together with fiscal policymakers -- had prevented the world from sinking into a second Great Depression.

While the personality cult surrounding Alan Greenspan, who served as Fed chair from 1987 to 2006, had already taken on grotesque proportions, this reverence spread across the entire central banking world. Global financial market players welcomed central banks' expansionary monetary policies after the 2007-08 crisis and raised expectations about what they could accomplish, partly because of this hero worship, and partly because they were the primary beneficiaries of interest-rate cuts and bond purchases.

These high expectations inevitably led to disappointment, and central banks took a serious reputational hit as a result. Both theory and experience have shown that expansionary monetary policy cannot increase employment and growth in the long term. What it can do is ensure monetary stability and low inflation -- the foundations for steady growth and social justice. By expanding their own understanding of their mandate, monetary authorities became caught up in fiscal policy and triggered inflation -- precisely what central-bank independence is intended to avert. To be sure, the decision to implement drastic interest-rate cuts and make massive purchases of government bonds during the global financial crisis was instrumental in preventing a catastrophe. But the longer that quantitative easing continued after the acute crisis passed, and even with inflation above the 2% target, the less justifiable it became. Central bankers were suspected of trying to lower long-term interest rates, thereby facilitating government financing.

Around the same time, central banks were also given additional responsibilities in the areas of banking supervision and macroprudential policy, further blurring the lines between monetary and government policy. With their growing authority, monetary authorities become increasingly entangled in political debates.

For years, central-bank independence was taken for granted. But that era seems to be over, partly owing to monetary authorities' own actions. The less central banks push the limits of their mandate, the less they will put their independence at risk. Focusing solely on the mandate requires a certain degree of humility and constant reminders of what monetary policy can and cannot achieve. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Otmar Issing is a former chief economist and member of the board of the European Central Bank.
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																The fatal explosion at a house which doubled illegally as a fireworks plant in Suphan Buri on Wednesday is an ominous sign, reminding us that communities are not safe from this risky activity.
The explosion at the Muang district factory killed nine people. In January last year, in the same district, another fireworks factory blast claimed 23 lives and left scores injured.

An earlier fatal accident took place at the same factory in November 2022, in which one person died. Nine years ago, once again in Suphan Buri, six people died in a blast at a house that was illegally producing fireworks.

Suphan Buri is an extreme case, but it is not the only one. Reports of accidents in other areas have also emerged. One glaring example was on July 30, 2023, when 12 residents were killed and 389 people injured in an explosion at a fireworks warehouse in the Muno market community in Sungai Kolok district of Narathiwat.

How can local administrators and provincial governors let these factories and illegal manufacturers defy the law so brazenly? Do local officials inspect these manufacturers? It is tempting to think corruption is involved.

Following the explosion at Muno Market in Narathiwat, four officials from the Muno Tambon Administrative Organisation (TAO), including its chairman, were charged with malfeasance for failing to inform the government of the warehouse.

Likewise, the government must find out how the local administration in Suphan Buri allowed these sub-standard fireworks factories to appear.

Repeated accidents at fireworks plants are no doubt also an outcome of legal loopholes and bureaucracy. Factory regulations do not legally include small-scale manufacturers, such as those with 50 staff or fewer.

They do not have to comply with the strict safety, environmental regulations, and town plan rules that the Factory Act 1992 requires of larger plants.

That may explain why many fireworks makers are small-scale entrepreneurs: fewer than 10 workers in the most recent case. They often use small houses in communities or farm areas to conduct their risky business.

The biggest question raised is exactly how many fireworks factories there are in Thailand. According to the Department of Factories' database, there are 15 registered fireworks plants nationwide, large and small. It would barely raise an eyebrow if that number turned out to be far greater.

Lawmakers know about this problem, and after every accident, they promise to revise the rules to improve safety. The accident on Wednesday proved the government has yet to pay attention to a serious public safety issue.

The government and local authorities must ensure rigorous and transparent factory inspections, a system to track the use of risky chemicals and, above all, better-trained workers, or such tragedies are likely to persist.
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									The human toll behind your seafood								
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																The next time you are at a restaurant and considering the choice of fish or shrimp, spare a thought. The seafood on your plate may come at quite a human cost.
While many people have awareness, even agreement, about the importance of sustainable fishing practices, few question the origin of the food on their plate.

The reality is that migrant worker abuse and exploitation are closer than they seem and connect directly to the choices consumers make in grocery stores, restaurants, and online shopping carts. Each purchase has the potential to either support or reject a system built on exploitation, a power that consumers can exercise with every purchase.

In Southeast Asia's fishing industry, thousands of migrant labourers from Myanmar, Cambodia, and Indonesia are subjected to forced labour, physical abuse, and often extreme isolation. Many are trafficked onto Thai fishing boats under false promises of fair employment, only to be confined at sea for weeks or months. They endure long working hours with minimal rest, subsisting on little more than rice and raw fish. Verbal abuse, beatings, and threats are commonplace. Wages are often withheld or paid irregularly in cash, making workers especially vulnerable to debt bondage and wage theft.

With no way to contact the outside world and no formal oversight at sea, many who suffer abuse or injury are never accounted for. Some disappear without any investigation, further deepening the lack of accountability in the industry.

Earlier this year, the 10 Southeast Asian members of Asean took an important step to help mitigate the problem with a declaration on the placement and protection of migrant fishers. But it remains to be seen whether enforcement mechanisms will be sufficient to effect change.

Addressing the issue at the dinner table may be more effective by encouraging consumers to use their purchasing power to influence the companies that exploit workers by demanding traceability systems across the industry.

Traceability refers to the ability to follow a product through each stage of its journey from the moment a fish is caught to the moment it is purchased. Most seafood products provide little to no information about where, when, or how the product was caught.

In addition, not all fish caught by migrant labourers make it into restaurants or supermarkets. A significant portion of illegally caught fish from Thai waters is processed into fishmeal. This fishmeal is then used to feed farmed shrimp, chickens, pigs, and even pets. The more the product moves deeper through supply chains, the harder it becomes to trace, and consumers may unknowingly support migrant exploitation even when buying products that seem unrelated to fishing.

Strong traceability systems already exist in some of the seafood industry and reveal whether vessels used legal practices, complied with labour laws, and respected international fishing regulations.

Tools such as blockchain, electronic monitoring, vessel tracking, and catch documentation are being used by some companies, like IBM and Archipelago Marine Research, to verify sourcing and monitor conditions at sea.

Consumers should begin by looking for certified labels such as Fair Trade, Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), or Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC), which help identify traceable and responsibly sourced products.

So, if these systems exist, why are migrant labourers still being exploited in the industry? The challenge is not innovation, but implementation. More companies need to adopt these tools, and governments need to require them.

One company proving that traceability and profit can go hand in hand is CP Frozen Foods, which has committed to improving transparency and ethical sourcing practices in its supply chain. The company's traceability systems allow buyers to track seafood from catch to consumer, helping ensure it is sourced responsibly.

It's not only large companies that have adapted. Take Pak Rosjanasumapong, owner of Pae Pla, a fish market operator in Samut Sakhon. He wholly agreed with the importance of choosing reliable sources.

"Even if we don't own the boats ourselves, we believe in fair and ethical labour practices," Mr Pak said.

"We work with trusted, reputable suppliers and check their compliance with labour laws. Customers today often ask about the origin of seafood, fishing methods, and hygiene standards -- and we're happy to provide that transparently."

Meanwhile, Pipittchai Rangsrisupatharakitt, owner of Baan Pu Khai Dong, a restaurant in Bangna, said transparency resonates with today's diners.

"Our purchase agreements clearly state that suppliers must comply with labour laws and human rights standards," Mr Pipittchai said.

"We frequently speak with [suppliers] about their labour policies, and we're proud that staff can explain the ethical origins of our seafood to guests. Especially among international and younger Thai diners, that transparency builds trust and sets us apart."

Aside from industry standards and companies self-regulating, non-profit organisations like the Migrant Justice Coalition (MJC), founded in 2024, also advocate for ethical labour practices in Thailand's seafood and construction industries and provide resources for those looking for help.

The coalition began with a small team of students, companies, government agencies, and advocacy groups who were committed to bridging the gap between labour rights and consumer power.

MJC has partnered with several NGOs to help raise awareness and support worker training in the use of safety technologies. These include pocket-sized distress-call devices that allow fishers to report abuse even from remote waters.

The MJC is currently working with Stella Maris -- an international agency of the Catholic Church that provides pastoral care to seafarers, maritime workers, and their families, test the device in pilot programs, as well as with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) in a joint project with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to explore broader adoption and integration into corporate ESG frameworks.

Change will not come from governments or corporations alone and requires pressure from everyday consumers. Every time someone checks a label, asks a question at a restaurant, or refuses to support a brand that lacks transparency, they are contributing to the solution.

If dignity is to matter more than profit, it starts with the choices we all make.

Claire Kietduriyakul is currently a student in Connecticut, USA, with a passionate interest in political science and labour relations. She is the founder of the Migrant Justice Coalition (www.migrantjc.org).
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																It's a universal principle that hospitals must be free of discrimination. Unfortunately, this seems not to be the case for Ubon Ratchathani-based Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital, which has decided not to provide any medical services to Cambodians.
This is discrimination and a breach of human rights and humanitarian principles.

In an official note issued July 30, the hospital said it has closed its special medical clinic (SMC) to Cambodians, citing its heavy case load. This dubiously explained policy started yesterday and will run until Aug 10. The hospital will also stop hiring Khmer-speaking interpreters and will no longer provide accommodation for a group of volunteers who help with interpretation.

The hospital said any Cambodians currently receiving treatment at its inpatient ward will be subject to area restrictions.

Like some other hospitals in border provinces, the healthcare services at Sunprasitthiprasong -- a well-known regional hospital -- are popular among Cambodians living along the border, given their high quality.

It should be noted that the patients pay higher medical fees for treatment in the SMC ward. It is no secret that those higher up on the social ladder prefer to seek medical care at expensive private hospitals in Bangkok -- at least until the recent armed conflict broke out between Thailand and Cambodia.

Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, at the beginning of the conflict that stemmed from a clash on May 28 in the Chong Bok area of Ubon Ratchathani's Nam Yuen district, called for his compatriots to stop seeking medical services in Thailand.

This was part of the country's anti-Thai campaign as border checkpoints were closed one after another.

Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital said its decision will affect only new patients, whereas former or current patients can continue their treatment. It did not mention emergency cases, but it's understood that the new rule will also apply to them.

Such a decision seems to respond to noisy calls by some ultra-nationalist citizens -- as well as netizens engaging in wars of words -- over the past weeks amid the escalating armed conflict, that hospitals should stop serving Cambodian patients. Apparently, these narrow-minded racists misunderstand the nature of the SMC and the 30-baht healthcare scheme.

Needless to say, this policy will be played up by Cambodian media channels to cast Thailand in a bad light.

There are reports that the government and the Ad Hoc Centre for Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation gave a vague instruction to the hospital that it should adhere to the universal healthcare principle. The government must prohibit the hospital and other healthcare dispensers from adopting any policies based on racism.

After all, such discrimination is not acceptable. Breaching human rights principles will do more harm than good to Thailand's image and reputation. Such discrimination resulting from racism will unnecessarily fuel hatred among the peoples of the two countries, making reconciliation even harder.

Sunpasitthiprasong Hospital must not place itself in the middle of this conflict between the two governments. It must immediately review this racist policy, and not forget the mantra that sympathy must prevail for those in need of healthcare.

Those involved must keep in mind that, as a member of the international community, Thailand has to respect human rights in all situations.
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        Have your mooncake and eat it, too!
        It's that time of the year when the moon is at its fullest and brightest, according to ancient Chinese belief. The Mid-Autumn Festival or Moon Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar or Oct 6 this year.&nbsp;

      

      
        Farewell weekend to Louise Bourgeois's spider sculpture
        Khao Yai Art Forest will host "Farewell To Maman", a special weekend celebrating the final days of Louise Bourgeois's world-renowned sculpture in Thailand.

      

      
        Fan dies after fall at packed Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium
        LONDON - A man in his 40s has tragically died after falling from a height during a sold-out Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium on Saturday night, police have confirmed.

      

      
        Queer Film Festival calls on Southeast Asian auteurs
        The second edition of the 29 Queer Film Festival is now accepting submissions until Aug 15.

      

      
        Compact EV battle
        The Munich Motor Show in September will host a raft of debuts from Polestar, Renault, Skoda, Volkswagen and others. As well as the launches of the new BMW iX3 and electric Mercedes GLC, a key focus will be on the much-anticipated new wave of small EVs.

      

      
        Art competition winners on display at BACC
        A total of 18 winning artworks from "MR. D.I.Y. Art Competition 2025" will be exhibited at Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection, from tomorrow until Aug 17.

      

      
        Krungsri hosts seminar on business and economic shifts
        Entrepreneurs, investors and interested parties are invited to "Krungsri-MUFG Business Forum: Thriving To Sustainable Future", a premiere annual seminar presented by Krungsri, at Bangkok Convention Centre, 22nd floor of Centara Grand at CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, tomorrow, from 8.30am to 5pm.

      

      
        A drag journey
        Still in full glam after a pink carpet event in Los Angeles, RuPaul's Drag Race's Sarawut Chuchote's first words on the red carpet were of gratitude.

      

      
        The ex will do; phone slasher nabbed; Dad's love
        Leaving his mark

      

      
        The best of land and sea at Espresso
        Espress at InterContinental Bangkok becomes a playground for beef buffs and seafood connoisseurs on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, during which the Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet with a special addition of Australian wagyu beef are served. The latter is a time-limited add-on, available until the end of August, to the already sumptuous and expansive dinner buffet that Espresso is known...
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									Have your mooncake and eat it, too!

									Celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival with the traditional and modern
								

									It's that time of the year when the moon is at its fullest and brightest, according to ancient Chinese belief. The Mid-Autumn Festival or Moon Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar or Oct 6 this year. 
									The festival, which originated more than 1,000 years ago as a holiday to worship the moon, is celebrated with lanterns, family gatherings and most importantly, mooncakes. Traditional mooncakes are small round pastries with a thin crust and a dense, sticky filling. Though they have many regional variations, modern ones include custard, durian or ice cream. Guru By Bangkok Post has complied a list of places where you can get your cake and eat it, too!

The Peninsula Bangkok

The Peninsula Bangkok's beloved seasonal highlight, the hotel's signature Egg custard mooncakes are back, along with a collection of new flavours and an illustrated limited-edition gift box created in collaboration with Thai artist Tachamapan "Pomme Chan" Chanchamrassang. 

[image: ]

To complement this classic, the hotel has crafted three additional flavours for this year: Osmanthus tea, Lotus seed and Durian. Each mooncake undergoes a series of precise processes before being baked with the "dragon fish" pattern conveying auspiciousness in its original style, designed for Mei Jiang Restaurant. All mooncakes are presented in sustainable packaging, with the red and green octagonal box being inspired by a lotus flower pattern. 

The Moonlit Masquerade mooncake box, showcasing artwork by Pomme Chan, are inspired by the magic of moonlit folklore. The design features mythical creatures, including the Jade Rabbit, Athena's all-seeing owl, the wise Kitsune fox, the moon-chasing Norse wolf, the mystical Moon Toad and the protective tiger. Limited to only 150 individually numbered boxes, each one contains eight mooncakes. The set also includes a porcelain tea set with gold detailing and a delicate pattern that mirrors the box's enchanting artwork. Available for purchase and picked up from Aug 15 to Oct 6.



The Okura Prestige Bangkok

The Okura Prestige Bangkok unveils "Moonique", a collection that embodies a modern, trend-forward yet polished spirit. While mooncakes are traditionally rooted in Chinese heritage, Japan also observes "tsukimi" or "moon viewing", a custom that celebrates the autumn harvest moon with seasonal delicacies and serene rituals. Handcrafted wooden boxes and enveloped in "furoshiki" cloth,  adorned with hotel's bespoke origami crane motif, the packaging is sustainable and reusable.

[image: ]

Indulge in Chanthaburi Monthong durian with yolk, Matcha with almond white chocolate, Bamboo charcoal black sesame with yolk, Coconut with pandan, Peach cheese with macadamia nut and the classic Custard mooncake. Early-bird offers until Aug 15, with pick-up until Oct 6. 



Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park

"The Empress" mooncake collection from Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park draws inspiration from feminine grace, strength and sophistication. "The Empress" is crafted using a silk-textured paper adorned with the image of a peony flower, known as the "Queen Of Flowers", to symbolise prosperity, love and good fortune. A nod to the hotel's name, "Queen's Park", the design incorporates the iconic gold cone motifs from the building's facade and a gold handle to add a regal touch.

[image: Have your mooncake and eat it, too!]

"The Empress" limited-edition mooncake box features an elegant oval shape and a luxurious gold handle,"The Treasure" is a square silk-textured box, while "Duet" is a compact paper box. Traditional and signature flavours include Oolong ginseng tea, longan, ginger and black sesame; Thai tea and pandan; Matcha green tea and custard; Chanthaburi durian and white lotus seed with single egg yolk; White lotus seed and melon seed with single egg yolk; and Pork bak-kwa with assorted nuts. Available from Aug 8 to Sept 6.



Park Hyatt Bangkok

Inspired by the Year Of The Snake and featuring the essence of the Thai aesthetics that represent Park Hyatt Bangkok, the mooncake collection boasts a captivating design of the snake whirling around. The design also corporates the chain silhouette along with traditional patterns, the same patterns which appear across the interior of the hotel.

[image: ]

The collection features Lotus seed with single egg yolk, Durian with single egg yolk, Five whole grains and Eight prosperities with single egg yolk. Available for order until Sept 15, with pick-up beginning on Aug 15.



JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok

[image: ]

JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok's mooncake collection from Man Ho Chinese Restaurant is inspired by the moon's eternal cycle. The box design draws from Chinese mythology and symbolism. On the cover, moon phases trace the passage of time and reflect the emotional rhythms of the festival. Finished with gold foil and embossing, the box is a keepsake. Discover Monthong durian, Lotus seed, Five whole grain nuts and Chinese jujube, each one delicately balanced with a salted egg yolk. Available for collection until Oct 6. 



Avani Ratchada Bangkok

[image: ]

Avani Ratchada Bangkok's mooncake collection comes in a vibrant gift box and matching bag. The collection features four flavours, including Durian with egg yolk, Lotus seeds with egg yolk, Chinese dates with egg yolk and Green tea and pistachio. Available until Oct 6. 



Conrad Bangkok 

The Conrad Bangkok presents "Red Ruby Treasures", a mooncake collection inspired by the red ruby. Each mooncake and box are handmade with delicate textures and intricate designs.Encased in a designed box crafted from medium-density fibreboard and wrapped in art paper, the box's radiant crimson hue is adorned with the iconic Conrad Bangkok emblem in gold foil.

[image: ]

Executive Chinese chef Andy Fung features four flavours: Golden custard, Classic durian, Multigrain and Mocha. Each mooncake is free from preservatives and crafted to be savoured within 21 days. Enjoy a 15% savings for orders by Aug 31. Available for collection between Sept 8 and Oct 6.



Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok

Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok debuts a stylish mooncake gift box, designed to honour the Year Of The Snake. The signature mooncake box was created by Sireetorn "Bambam" Puriprecha and Rapeepat "Pi" Athiwattananont from Artstory by AutisticThai, a social enterprise that supports autistic children and adults. A portion of the sales proceeds will go to the organisation. Available for early-bird pre-order until Aug 31.

[image: ]

The box is a wooden domino set, with the sliding lid revealing four mooncakes. Beneath the mooncakes lies the game board, imprinted with the original artwork by the artists. At the base, a complete set of 28 custom domino tiles is arranged. The artwork features a snake twisting and twirling, and is named "Rhythm Of Destiny". Flavour choices are Durian with melon seed and salted egg yolk, Custard, Matcha macadamia, Nutty sesame crunch and Chicken floss taro.



Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok

Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok debuts its mooncake collection, "Bloom Under Moonlight Mooncake Collection", in honour of the hotel's 15th anniversary.
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The hotel will offer Monthong durian from Chanthaburi, Pandan with macadamia nut from Ratchaburi and Tak, Azuki red bean from Hokkaido and Lotus seed with salted egg yolk. The 'Bloom Under Moonlight Mooncake Collection' is presented in a box hued in Kempinski "stellar blue" and patterned with lotus and moon motif in radiant gold. Fine porcelain with decorative design in gold and stellar blue, are also included.



The St. Regis Bangkok

The St. Regis Bangkok partners with Thai artist Bathma Kaew-Ngok to create a mooncake box inspired by Jade Rabbit and the tiger. This is the first mooncake collaboration for the hotel and the gold box features East Asian aesthetics, showcases Bathma's signature design with his favourite characters. Influenced by Japanese master potter Kanji Atarashi in Iga City, Bathma is well-known for ceramics. 

[image: ]

The four flavours available are Durian with a single egg yolk, Lotus seed with a single egg yolk, Red bean with a single egg yolk and Thai tea with almonds. Available for order until Oct 6, with early bird offers until Aug 31. 



InterContinental Bangkok

InterContinental Bangkok's Summer Palace and Butter showcase mooncakes in ornately decorated, contemporary designed boxes with green accents inspired by the Year Of The Snake. 

[image: ]

The choice of fillings include Custard cream, Osmanthus lotus paste with salted egg yolk, Lotus seed paste with salted egg yolk (low sugar), Durian paste with salted egg yolk, Earl Grey with macadamia and orange zest, and Pu-erh tea. Available for order until Oct 6.



Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

[image: ]

The Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok is offering six flavours: Durian with egg yolk, Chinese chestnut macadamia, Yuzu macadamia, Lotus seed with egg yolk, Thai tea with macadamia, and Ngow ying with egg yolk. Available until Oct 6. 



W Bangkok

W Bangkok redefines festive indulgence with the launch of "The Selene Serpent", an imaginative mooncake set that merges tradition with contemporary design, taste with transformation and gifting with gameplay. Drawing inspiration from Selene, the mythological Greek goddess of the moon and the serpent, the packaging is a mooncake box that unfolds into a playable game board, complete with tokens and dice.

[image: ]

Flavour selections include Baked lava, Peach oolong tea, Nanyang white coffee, Orange and Durian. The special Snow Skin mooncake flavours are Raspberry cheesecake, Banoffee, Pumpkin truffle and Caramelised pineapple. Early bird offers are until Aug 31 with pick-up from Aug 25 To Oct 15. 



Banyan Tree Bangkok

The Banyan Tree Bangkok unveils a mooncake box where every illustrated detail carries meaningful symbolism. Encased in a banyan tree-shaped box where the golden silhouette reflects the hotel's iconic identity and the banyan tree. 

[image: ]

The collection includes beloved classic flavours such as Durian, Assorted nuts and Lotus seed. Jujube and walnut, Mocha caramel and Chocolate peanut butter add a modern twist, while new creations are Matcha and red bean, and Champagne lychee osmanthus jelly. Available from Aug 8 to Oct 6. 



Shangri-La Bangkok

The 2025 Shangri-La Mooncake Collection celebrates the enchanting legend of the Jade Rabbit, companion to the Moon Goddess Chang'e, gazing upon the radiant moon. 

[image: ]

The limited-edition mooncakes are handmade and prepared with locally-sourced ingredients as part of Shangri-La's "Rooted In Nature" programme, with no added preservatives. The classic mooncake selection includes Mixed fruits and nuts, Durian and Lotus seed with single egg yolk, Almond and black sesame, and Cream custard mini mooncakes. Early bird offers until Aug 31, with availability until Oct 6. 



Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok

At Yu Ting Yuan, the Cantonese restaurant at Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River, executive Chinese chef Tommy Cheung unveils timeless flavours, including the debut of a rose mooncake inspired by his mother's favourite floral notes.

[image: ]

Each set is inside a red gift box, its surface illuminated by a golden full moon -- a silhouette of the Moon Goddess, Chang'e, woven into its glow. Flavours on offer are Lotus paste with salted egg yolk, Durian with salted egg yolk, Custard with salted egg yolk, Mango pine nuts and Rose. Available for collection from Sept 5. 



Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok

Featuring four signature flavours, refined packaging inspired by the "Queen Of Flowers" and a collaboration, the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok's moon cake collection comes in a red leather box, with gold accents.

[image: ]

The Oriental Classic box features eight mooncakes in four signature flavours - Custard, Lotus seed with egg yolk, Durian with egg yolk, and Matcha latte. The Oriental Luxury 2025 Limited Edition pairs these mooncakes with a Panpuri diffuser in Heaven Moon Osmanthus. Available from Aug 8 to Oct 6, with early-bird privileges until Aug 15. 



Capella Bangkok

[image: ]

Capella Bangkok unveils its 2025 mooncake collection in a box illustrated with twin peacocks. The three balanced flavours are Pandan with egg yolk, Hazelnut butter and Durian with salted egg yolk. Early-bird offers until Aug 31, with delivery from Sept 5 to Oct 6.



Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town

Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town's "Silk Lunar Collection" features four mooncake varieties, including Chinese favourites and Thai flavours. 

[image: ]

Flavours include Assorted nuts with salted egg, Lotus paste with salted egg, Matcha green tea, and Durian paste with salted egg all displayed in a red case and wrapped with a stylish silk scarf. The boxes are available in two limited-edition: lilac purple and ocean blue. Available for pick-up from Aug 15 to Oct 10. 
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									Farewell weekend to Louise Bourgeois's spider sculpture

									"Farewell To Maman" takes place from Aug 16-17
								

									Khao Yai Art Forest will host "Farewell To Maman", a special weekend celebrating the final days of Louise Bourgeois's world-renowned sculpture in Thailand.
									[image: ]

Since it arrived at Khao Yai Art Forest in February, Maman, the monumental spider by French-American artist Louise Bourgeois, has ensnared visitors from far and wide (pun intended). Conceived for Tate Modern in 1999, the artwork is one of seven editions in the world and made its first Southeast Asian debut in 25 years at Khao Yai Art Forest. Other editions are housed the Tate Modern (UK), Guggenheim Museum Bilbao (Spain), Mori Art Museum (Japan) and the National Gallery of Canada.

[image: ]

[image: ]

(Photos: Andrea Rossetti)

A symbol of nurture and protection, Maman (French for mother) evokes the tender strength of motherhood -- like a spider mum patiently weaves a web for her young. The symbolism gets even more pronounced as the installation is nestled within Khao Yai's mountainous landscape and lush vegetation. 

The two-day adieu event features immersive art, communal workshops, and performances set against the serene embrace of Khao Yai. Besides the last chance of taking snapshots with the spider sculpture before its return to New York City's Easton Foundation, the other highlights are: 

Wander through the forest trails and explore internationally acclaimed installations, including Fujiko Nakaya's Khao Yai Fog Forest and Elmgreen & Dragset's K-Bar.

[image: ]

Melancholy of Mandodari is an extraordinary khon performance by Jitti Chompee and the masters from the Fine Arts Department. Staged in a forest, it blends classical Thai mask dance with contemporary choreography to tell the poignant tale of Mandodari from the Ramayana.

[image: ]

Discover the delicate art of eco-printing with natural materials in a hands-on session. Participants will create unique botanical prints, exploring the vibrant hues and intricate patterns of Khao Yai's flora.

On Aug 16, Temp._in_set guides audiences through immersive ambient soundscapes. On Aug 17, Plern Vern ignites the forest with electrifying rhythms, blending traditional Isan folk beats with contemporary music.

[image: ]

Embrace meditative creativity by arranging floral mandalas, a symbolic farewell to Maman and a gesture of respect to the Earth. Try community-sourced dishes and desserts, each is inspired by the culinary heritage of Khao Yai.

You're gonna snap pictures with the spider anyway, so you may as well make it count for a chance to win prizes. Just capture Maman from your favourite angle and post the photo on Instagram with the hashtag #farewelltomaman to join the "Farewell to Maman" photo contest. The submission deadline is Aug 17. The winner will receive B20,000 while 10 runners-up get B5,000 each. Two honourable mentions each get two tickets to Khao Yai Art Forest with lunch or dinner included. Get your tickets to "Farewell To Maman" at Ticketmelon.
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									Fan dies after fall at packed Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium

									
								

									LONDON - A man in his 40s has tragically died after falling from a height during a sold-out Oasis concert at Wembley Stadium on Saturday night, police have confirmed.
									The Metropolitan Police were called to the stadium at 10.19pm local time following reports of a serious fall. Emergency services responded swiftly, but despite the efforts of paramedics and first responders, the man was pronounced dead at the scene.

Authorities believe the man fell from an upper tier of the stadium just minutes after the concert had ended, around 10.15pm. At the time, the venue was still crowded with tens of thousands of attendees. Officers are now appealing for any witnesses or individuals who may have captured the incident on video--either knowingly or unknowingly--to come forward to assist in the investigation.

A spokesperson for the police stated: "The man sustained injuries consistent with a fall from a height. Enquiries are ongoing, and we urge anyone with footage or information to contact us as we work to determine the full circumstances." Both Oasis and Wembley Stadium issued a message of condolences. 

The concert was part of Oasis Live '25, a landmark reunion tour marking nearly 16 years since Noel and Liam Gallagher last performed together. Saturday's performance was one of seven back-to-back sold-out shows at Wembley, each drawing a crowd of 90,000 fans.

Despite the incident, the band's scheduled performances are set to continue, including shows in Edinburgh on Aug 8, 9, and 12, followed by dates across Ireland, Canada, the United States, and Mexico. Oasis is due to return to Wembley for two more shows on Sept 27 and 28.
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									Queer Film Festival calls on Southeast Asian auteurs

									
								

									The second edition of the 29 Queer Film Festival is now accepting submissions until Aug 15.
									Supported by Visit 29 Palms, the 29 Queer Film Festival invites storytellers to submit shorts, features and music videos that explore gender diversity. Submissions are open until Aug 15, with results announced on Aug 19. The upcoming three-day festival is expected to take place at Theatre 29, a non-profit community theatre in Twentynine Palms, California, from Sept 19-21.

Winners will receive the Coyote Courage Award, the Best Short and Best Feature, and Audience Award for Best Short and Best Feature.

Filmmakers from Southeast Asia are encouraged to take part in the event. According to Baturu Cultural Festival, a standout film will be chosen to represent the region on this international platform and it will fully sponsor a trip to the US for this year's festival.

The 29 Queer Film Festival is dedicated to showcasing the talent of queer filmmakers from around the world. Returning for a second year, the festival aims to promote conversation and representation of gender diversity through the art of cinema. It displays not only phenomenal films but also the natural beauty of this desert town.

The two founders of 29 Queer Film Festival are Graham Kolbeins and Jonathan Andre Culliton. Kolbeins is a Canadian queer filmmaker, writer and designer. They are the director of the feature documentary Queer Japan, a kaleidoscopic portrait of sexuality and gender identity in contemporary Japan. Their short films include The House Of Gay Art and PAISA, with co-director Dorian Wood. In 2016, the Japan-US Friendship Council nominated them for the Creative Artists Exchange Fellowship.

Culliton is a trans filmmaker. His works include Bombshell and Spookable. Willa Justice: Drag Queen Private Eye, starring Lady Chilane and Scott Turner Schofield, was awarded a Filmmaker Fund Grant from Out on Film.

Find more details at 29qff.com.
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									Compact EV battle

									Stars line up for Munich Motor Show
								

									The Munich Motor Show in September will host a raft of debuts from Polestar, Renault, Skoda, Volkswagen and others. As well as the launches of the new BMW iX3 and electric Mercedes GLC, a key focus will be on the much-anticipated new wave of small EVs.
									Following the success of the Renault 5 -- which has so far this year achieved more than 30,000 sales in Europe -- sub-PS25,000 EVs are now expected to be the most fiercely contested segment as manufacturers battle to increase their EV sales.

Making its debut at Munich, the long-awaited Volkswagen ID 2 will be the first of the VW Group's MEB Entry range of price-leading EVs, which also include the Cupra Raval, Skoda Epiq and raised Volkswagen ID 2 X.

According to VW brand boss Thomas Schafer, the four vehicles, known as the Electric Urban Car Family, are crucial for the group's stability after a turbulent period marked by planned factory closures and substantial job cuts.

The ID 2 will be unveiled in production-ready form at the show ahead of its arrival in showrooms early next year. The electric counterpart to the Polo is seen by group insiders as one of the most important cars it has launched in recent times. It is pencilled in to go on sale priced at or just below the PS23,000 starting price of the 5.

It will measure around 4.1m long, have a wheelbase of 2.6m and offer 490 litres of boot space. Inside, it will feature an array of physical switches for primary functions, alongside a 12.9in infotainment screen and 10.9in digital driver display.

The ID 2, like its three platform siblings, will be powered exclusively by a 223bhp single front-mounted motor and a choice of 38kWh and 56kWh batteries. The bigger battery will provide a range of around 448km.

A hot GTI variant of the ID 2 is also in the works and has been previewed by the ID GTI concept. It will enter production in 2027. Autocar

[image: Compact EV battle]

RENAULT CLIO

A radically different Clio will be shown for the first time. The sixth-generation hatchback is set to ditch pure-petrol engines and go hybrid-only -- in part to meet stringent new EU fleet emissions targets. The supermini will also introduce several new design cues, such as a more prominent nose with a diamond-shaped grille pattern and twin-decked lip spoilers at the rear.

[image: Compact EV battle]

SKODA OCTAVIA

A new concept from Skoda will preview the next-generation Octavia Estate. CEO Klaus Zellmer told Autocar that it will be a "further step" for the brand in its design but will still "clearly be recognisable as a Skoda". It is likely to be based on the Volkswagen Group's upcoming SSP platform, designed for its next-generation EVs.

[image: photo courtesy of IvoHercik.com]
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VOLKSWAGEN ID 2X

Beside the ID 2, the taller and chunkier ID 2X will be shown in near-production form for the first time. It will go on sale a year after the hatch. Effectively an electric alternative to the T-Cross, it will start at around PS25,000, meaning it is set to be one of the cheapest electric SUVs on the market.

[image: Photos (c) AUTOCAR]
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CUPRA RAVAL

The Raval will make its production debut at the show. It will be the brand's smallest EV, sitting below the VW ID 3-twinned Born. Like that car, it will be positioned as the most sporty and "rebellious" variant of the MEB Entry range. To that end, it will feature a more aggressive-looking design than the ID 2.

[image: Compact EV battle]

POLESTAR 5

Polestar will reveal its Porsche Taycan-rivalling 5 at the Munich show. The newcomer is promised to offer nearly 900bhp in its most potent form. The super-saloon is described as a "company-defining project" and will be the first model built on Polestar's new 800V architecture. It is said to have "supercar levels" of stiffness and be the lightest model in its class.

[image: Compact EV battle]

SKODA EPIQ

Along with its platform siblings, the Epiq is expected to be unveiled at the show. Revealed in concept form in 2024, it will go on sale next year priced at less than PS25,000. Like the ID 2X, with which it will share a production line, it will be a rugged, 4x4-inspired raised hatch that will square off with the Renault 4. A hot vRS version is tipped to follow.

[image: photo courtesy of IvoHercik.com]
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CUPRA CONCEPT

In addition to the Raval, Cupra will take the wraps off a new concept that is expected to showcase the next generation of its interior design. An official preview image shows a radical new cabin similar to that of the Dark Rebel concept, which was unveiled in 2023, and includes a yoke-like steering wheel, chunky central spine and racing seats.
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									Art competition winners on display at BACC

									
								

									A total of 18 winning artworks from "MR. D.I.Y. Art Competition 2025" will be exhibited at Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection, from tomorrow until Aug 17.
									The competition accepted more than 1,000 entries from across the country and 52 of them reached the final round before a panel of distinguished experts handpicked the winning works across various categories.

The panel includes Asst Prof Vichaya Mukdamanee from Silpakorn University, Asst Prof Sitthitham Rohitasuk from Srinakharinwirot University and Supachok Chumsai Na Ayudhya from Silpakorn University.

The artworks were created under the theme "Identity And Diversity" by students and members of the public. The theme offered an open framework for contestants to interpret in their own ways, both conceptually and technically.

It also allowed the submitted works to communicate through various lenses, cultural differences, social identity or personal identity, as seen from each artist's perspective.

This was reflected in the diverse range of styles and techniques, including oil paintings, acrylics, printmaking and mixed media. Each piece carried its own distinctive quality and demonstrated strong artistic intention.

The first prize winner in the "Student Category" is Pain Is Temporary by Kittiya Reangrob, who reflected her experience growing up as a woman in a working-class family, shaped by loss, poverty and social pressure. The first prize in the "Public Category" went to Traces Of Love by Asmawee Karee, who used an urban Muslim community in Bangkok to symbolically represent his hometown, expressing a sense of longing and nostalgia.

Also, artworks by 34 finalists are simultaneously exhibited at Palette Artspace, Sukhumvit 55.

Visit bit.ly/TheWinnersArtCompetitionTH2025.

[image: ABOVE Traces Of Love by Asmawee Karee. photos courtesy of MR. D.I.Y.]
Traces Of Love by Asmawee Karee. (Photos courtesy of MR. D.I.Y.)
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									Krungsri hosts seminar on business and economic shifts

									
								

									Entrepreneurs, investors and interested parties are invited to "Krungsri-MUFG Business Forum: Thriving To Sustainable Future", a premiere annual seminar presented by Krungsri, at Bangkok Convention Centre, 22nd floor of Centara Grand at CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, tomorrow, from 8.30am to 5pm.
									The morning session features "Krungsri ESG Awards: Minute of Changes", a business pitching competition presented by exemplary ESG-minded SME leaders who will showcase their sustainable transition plans before a distinguished panel of judges.

In the afternoon, national and global leaders in finance and economics will render a series of distinguished topics in an exclusive talk, which will open with remarks by Kanetsugu Mike, chairman of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group.

Topics include "Krungsri Sustainable and Regional Bank" by Kenichi Yamato, president and chief executive officer of Bank of Ayudhya; "Industrial Reform: Steering Thailand's Economy under Structural Disruptions" by Industry Minister Akanat Promphan; and "The Upcoming Thailand's Climate Change Act" by Phirun Saiyasitpanich, director general of the Department of Climate Change and Environment.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president of TDRI, will touch on "Navigating Global Shifts: Strengthening Thailand's Economic Competitiveness", Mari Elka Pangestu, former managing director of Development Policy and Partnerships at the World Bank, will talk about "Capturing Regional Opportunities in a Shifting Global Landscape".

The programme will proceed with a panel discussion on "Strategic Growth through Innovation in Global Sustainable Finance" and conclude with "Achieving Sustainability and Growth Amid the Current Economic Climate: A Case Study of SCG" by Thammasak Sethaudom, president of SCG.

There will also be an exhibition zone featuring a wide range of business and financial innovations and solutions, aimed at empowering customers to grow their businesses sustainably and securely.

There is no admission fee. To register, visit bit.ly/PR_KrungsriBusinessForum2025.
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									A drag journey

									Siam PhuSri brings Thai drag to the global stage
								

									Still in full glam after a pink carpet event in Los Angeles, RuPaul's Drag Race's Sarawut Chuchote's first words on the red carpet were of gratitude.
									"It changed my life," Sarawut said. "It's an honour to be right there to represent my country."

A former contestant on Drag Race Thailand Season 3, Sarawut, better known as Siam PhuSri in drag, will represent Thailand in the upcoming Drag Race Philippines: Slaysian Royale, premiering next week.

The spin-off will feature an all-Asian cast for the first time in the franchise's history, with the Philippines as the host country. The show stems from the original US reality TV series RuPaul's Drag Race, where drag queens compete in challenges for a chance to win the crown.

Before landing an international gig, Sarawut grew up in the northeastern Chum Phuang district of Nakhon Ratchasima province. His parents, both police officers, raised him with a "never take no for an answer" attitude.

[image: Siam PhuSri. Shaun Vadella]
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As the middle child of three, Sarawut said that despite coming from a modest background, he always had his parents' support.

"If you get freedom at home, you're going to get freedom everywhere," Sarawut said.

From runway to runway

Long before stepping onto the Drag Race runway, Sarawut dreamed of being a flight attendant.

"I feel like every time I look at the skies and see airplanes, I feel like they go to another planet," Sarawut said.

Growing up in a small rural district, airplanes symbolised possibility and a sign that something bigger was waiting for him outside his hometown.

In 2011, Sarawut packed all those dreams into a suitcase and immigrated to the US at age 20, starting out by working at his brother's restaurant.

Sarawut also taught himself how to cut hair and paint nails before arriving in the US. He eventually earned a massage licence in San Francisco, where he worked at a spa to support himself while building towards his dreams.

By 24, he became a flight attendant for his dream airline.

But living this dream came at a cost.

From a young age, Sarawut knew there was a feminine side to him -- a side society told him he had to suppress.

"I killed that part of myself every time I went to the temple," Sarawut said. "I prayed to God or Buddha, 'Please change me to be a boy'."

In Thailand, he explained, there's still stigma around being a ladyboy. He was warned that if he acted too feminine, he wouldn't have a good wife or a stable future.

"Back then, you only had two choices," Sarawut said. "If you wanted to be a girl or feminine, you had to change and get surgery."

To become a flight attendant, he made the painful decision to hide a part of himself in order to live another dream.

When the world stopped

As far as being a flight attendant, everything seemed to be falling into place. And then the pandemic hit.

Like many in the airline industry, Sarawut's work slowed to a halt. The isolation and uncertainty led him into a deep depression.

One of his closest friends, who had also become a flight attendant at the same time, was struggling too. She didn't survive as she took her own life.

He blamed himself. It forced him to reflect on the life he had built and the parts of himself he had left behind.

Eventually, he found support through the Asian community in San Francisco, where he took a deep dive into drag performance.

Drag became his outlet and a way to finally express what he had always known but never fully embraced.

He joined a group called the Rice Rockette, a troupe of Asian performers and got involved with the advocacy group GLBT+ Asian Pacific Alliance in San Francisco where he became Mx. GAPA 2022.

By the time his airline called him back, Sarawut was again faced with the decision to choose between his two lives.

But this time, he had already decided that he wanted to explore this side of him more.

"I felt like if I went to flying, I might not explore my feminine side and be a drag queen and then I told myself: 'Fine, I'm going to resign from United Airlines, and I'm going to try being a drag queen'," Sarawut said.

He gave himself three years to see where drag could take him. He applied multiple times to join the US version of Drag Race, without success. Then he applied to Drag Race Thailand Season 3 for one final shot.

But by the time he got the call, he had already shaved his head and entered monkhood. He found out he had been selected with very little time to prepare.

"That's why some of my looks on Drag Race Thailand were unfinished," Sarawut said. He was eliminated and placed 7th that season.

Drag as therapy

During his time in Drag Race Thailand, Sarawut faced challenges getting the other drag queens, who were locals from Thailand, to understand him. He reflected back on how he was treated differently because of his immigrant background.

But he explained he found that experience healing for his inner child.

As an elementary student in Thailand, Sarawut shared how one of his teachers catalysed bullying against him because of his femininity. At that time, he felt ashamed of himself and thought he was the problem.

But re-experiencing the same seclusion he endured as a child at the show, and now with more life experience and a better perspective, that bad situation became healing. He realised the pain he experienced in his childhood wasn't because of him, but rather the ignorance of others.

"I do drag because I want to heal myself," Sarawut said. "I want to live. I want to fight for joy. I might not have happiness in the beginning, but I come here to heal and earn happiness for myself."

Now set to compete in the Philippines, he feels confident about himself -- about who he is, what he wants to showcase on the show and of course to ultimately represent Thailand. He now attributes the confidence he brought to the Philippines to his past experiences.

"For this Slaysian Royale journey, I would love to thank my past, my experiences, my family, my friends and every person who has loved, taught, and supported me along the way."

Despite the setbacks, the opportunity opened doors. Now, he has been chosen representative for Thailand in Slaysian Royale.

Outside of drag, Sarawut is also exploring the music industry. He recently released a new song titled Hello Siam. He said he's excited to pursue this side of his craft along with his drag.



Drag Race Philippines: Slaysian Royale will air on Aug 13 on WOW Presents Plus.
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									The ex will do; phone slasher nabbed; Dad's love

									
								

									Leaving his mark
									A man from Chon Buri stormed into his ex-wife's house hoping to reconcile -- but when he couldn't find her, fatally stabbed her father instead.

[image: The crime scene where the suspect fatally stabbed his ex father-in-law.]
The crime scene where the suspect fatally stabbed his ex father-in-law.



Huay Yai police nabbed Panupong (no surname given), 28, a swimming pool technician, for killing his ex father-in-law, Siwapong (no surname given), 54, a construction contractor, at his home in Bang Lamung district.

He burst into the victim's bedroom on Wednesday and stabbed him with a 15cm kitchen knife which he left embedded in his chest. The brutal killing took place in front of the victim's horrified wife and grandson.

The suspect fled on his motorcycle, but police caught up with him at his mother's place.

Panupong, who says he was drunk at the time, was found shaking and visibly remorseful.

When the victim's relatives saw him later, they tried to assault him, but police managed to intervene in time and took him into custody.

Rian, 53, the victim's wife, said she was sleeping in the bedroom with her husband and grandson when the attacker suddenly opened the door and stabbed her husband in the chest, then calmly walked away.

She was shocked by the incident and said her husband had never had any conflict with Panupong.

She believes the motive may stem from a failed reconciliation attempt with her daughter.

Another knife was found in the daughter's room, suggesting Panupong may have intended to harm her as well. Fortunately, she wasn't home at the time, or the tragedy could have been even worse.

The victim's 31-year-old daughter, unnamed in news reports, said she had been in a relationship with the suspect for about a year before breaking up just over a month ago due to his drug abuse and violent temper.

He had recently tried to reconcile, but she refused. She believes Panupong came to the house to harm her, as he had climbed into the house once before.

Since she wasn't home and the suspect was likely intoxicated and irrational, he attacked her father instead.

Panupong's mother said her son had come to her after the attack, confessed and expressed regret.

Panupong had never shown any signs that he was capable of such violence, she said. Charges were pending.

Bridge thief caught

A teen gangster known for slashing at his victims wrists before making off with their phone has been nabbed, with a background check revealing a lengthy record going back to when he was 15.

[image: 'Tee Bang Kruai', who has an extensive criminal record.]
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Crime Suppression Division police arrested Thanakorn, also known as "Tee Bang Kruai," 18, who, along with two accomplices, stabbed and robbed a man under Rama VII Bridge.

The suspect attacked his victim with a knife, slashing his left hand as he was absorbed with his phone, and fled with the device.

He was caught in soi Rattanathibet, Muang district of Nonthaburi, and arrested on a warrant stemming from the Nov 13, 2024 robbery, though inquiries revealed he had done a similar thing before.

While being treated at Phra Nang Klao Hospital, the victim learned that another individual had recently been robbed in a similar way under the bridge -- this time in Bang Kruai police's jurisdiction.

The victim alerted Prachachuen police, who reviewed CCTV footage and contacted their Bang Kruai counterparts, leading to Thanakorn's arrest.

The suspect admitted all charges, including joint robbery with a weapon causing serious injury.

A background check revealed Thanakorn had committed multiple crimes starting at age 15, including attempted murder at that age, possession of an illegal firearm at age 16 and another robbery at age 17.

He was handed over to Prachachuen police for legal proceedings.

No way to make an impession

A drunken father in Buri Ram stormed his son's school with two knives, sending staff and students scattering, after the school blocked his previous attempts to gain access to the boy.

[image: 'Duan', armed with his knives outside the school.]
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Satuek police were called to the school in tambon Thung Wang after the suspect, Duan (no surname given), 52, from Roi Et province, chased after the director with his weapons but was unable to reach him.

Upon arrival, officers found a dejected Duan sitting in a school pavilion beside a white Honda Wave motorcycle without a licence plate.

He had a pointed blade and a kitchen knife, which they confiscated.

Duan said he rode to the school from his home in Roi Et and stormed his son's school with knives in hand, angry at the director who prevented him from transferring his son to a school in his home province.

The director, Chitsanu (no surname provided), said he saw Duan ride into the school grounds, open his motorcycle seat and pull out the knives before walking directly toward him.

Chitsanu shouted for help and ran into a classroom, instructing students to lock the doors.

Some students fled the school and ran into a nearby village, while Duan chased the director with his knives.

Duan's son is a Mathayom 3 student at the school. According to Chitsanu, this was the third time Duan had come to see his son, and each time, he was drunk.

This time, however, he brought the knives, prompting the school to alert local authorities.

Village chief Athiwat (no surname given) said Duan had separated from his wife, a village local, almost three years ago.

Duan told the chief he only wanted to take his 15-year-old son back to live with him in Roi Et.

He works as a freelance photographer and has two children with his ex-wife: an 8-year-old daughter, and the boy. Both children live with their mother in Satuek district.

He said he had tried to take his son to live with him twice before, but the school director refused each time.

That morning, he stopped at a roadside grocery store and drank a small bottle of white liquor to calm his nerves before riding to the school.

He claimed he brought the knives only to scare the teachers and had no intention of harming anyone.

He said the director had consistently blocked his efforts to take his son, arguing the boy needed to complete the term first.

But Duan insisted he wanted to transfer his son to a school near his home for a better future -- as a father concerned for his son's wellbeing.

Police conducted a urine test on Duan and found no trace of drugs.

He was charged initially with trespassing on government property and carrying knives in public without reasonable cause.
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									The best of land and sea at Espresso

									Enjoy all the surf and turf you can
								

									Espress at InterContinental Bangkok becomes a playground for beef buffs and seafood connoisseurs on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings, during which the Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet with a special addition of Australian wagyu beef are served. The latter is a time-limited add-on, available until the end of August, to the already sumptuous and expansive dinner buffet that Espresso is known for. 
									[image: ]

Located on the mezzanine level of InterContinental Bangkok, the weekend dinner buffet at Espresso is an indulgent one indeed, as you'll be spoilt for choice with many delicacies from various cuisines to savour. With the two highlights being seafood and Australian beef, you can technically enjoy all the surf and turf you want.

There's a corner behind a stylish partition, perfect for those who want semi-privacy. Alternatively, you can find a table near the glass railing to overlook the beautiful lobby below, while being serenaded by a live jazz band from 6.30-9.30 pm on Friday and Saturday.  

[image: ]

Various counters and stations can easily increase your appetite, but none may be more so than the seafood on ice display, which showcases fresh fruits of the sea and DIY caviar sets. The catches come from far and wide, from Irish and Fine de Claire oysters, Chilean king crab legs, New Zealand green mussels, Canadian lobsters, Swimmer blue crab claws and more. Dig around and you may find a lobster claw that's bigger than your phone. Assemble a caviar tasting set by yourself with a selection of salty and savoury pearls, including Avruga, ikura and lumpfish roes. Of course, the Thai-style seafood dipping sauce is on standby to add zest to any seafood. 

[image: ]

More savoury seafood awaits at the BBQ station, which serves Marinated tuna steak, perfectly grilled Grouper with dill creme sauce and succulent Rock lobster with seafood sauce. On the freshwater front, don't miss out on Goong Ta khrai. The aromatic Thai-style roasted river prawn is enhanced with garlic, lemongrass and turmeric.

From the Chinese BBQ station, Chinese favourites like Peking duck, Crispy pork belly and BBQ pork are available next to delicious dim sum. The good news is that Peking duck comes neatly wrapped for you.

[image: ]

More Asian delights await at the Indian corner, where pre-cooked dishes can be enjoyed with naan bread or jeera bhaat. Of course, Japanophiles should check out the tempura, sushi and sashimi selection, which includes Aussie beef nigiri topped with tobiko, at the Japanese food station.     

More importantly, pair your seafood with time-limited premium Australian beef for a truly indulgent dinner, and you have many choices to choose from. Combine the best of land and sea, if you will. Espresso's grill station serves a rotation of MBS (Marble Beef Score) 8-9 wagyu topside beef from Margaret River and the famed Sir Harry's MBS 6-7 citrus-fed rump cut. The latter deserves a special mention for its combo of succulence and mouth-watering aroma. Meanwhile the carvery features a rotation of the 200-day dry-aged MBS 4-5 Ebony Prime Grain Fed Ribeye and tomahawk steaks.

[image: ]

The Aussie beef is also presented in the form of pre-cooked dishes -- red wine-braised brisket, beef massaman curry, crying tiger grilled beef, to name but a few -- that you can help yourself to while waiting for your cook-to-order succulent beef steaks or lamb chops to be served at your table. 

[image: ]

Save some room for desserts for a sweet (and decadent) end to your meal. The selection of Thai desserts alone is quite expansive. You can go for crowd-pleaser Thai mango with sticky rice or something less known like Pumpkin custard or Thai gocchi in coconut milk. Or enjoy made-to-order Crepe suzette or bathe fresh seasonal fruits with a chocolate fountain.     

The Premium Seafood Dinner Buffet at Espresso is available every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 6pm-10.30pm with the addition of Australian wagyu beef available until the end of August. It's priced at B2,250++ per person and B1,200++ per child. Email InterContinental Bangkok at dining.bkkhb@ihg.com, call 02-656-0444 or visit bangkok.intercontinental.com to book a table. Don't forget to bring a big appetite.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3079664/the-best-of-land-and-sea-at-espresso
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