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        Live updates: Trump again claims jobs report revisions are a 'scam'; Texas Democrats flee state to block map
        Amy B Wang, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Abbott threatens to try to expel Democrats who fled Texas, escalating tensions
        Patrick Marley

        The Texas state House is set to reconvene at 3 p.m. CT Monday. Democrats have left the state to try to stop Republicans from moving ahead with enacting a new congressional map that would give the GOP five more safe seats.

      

      
        Why are Democrats fleeing Texas to block redistricting plans, and what's next?
        Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Marianna Sotomayor, Nick Mourtoupalas, Leo Sands

        A plan to change Texas's congressional map could help Republicans keep control of the U.S. House in the 2026 midterms. State Democrats hope to stall it.

      

      
        Rep. Nancy Mace, Trump critic-turned-ally, to run for South Carolina governor
        Kadia  Goba

        She joins a crowded Republican primary field that includes a rival candidate she has already clashed with sharply this year.

      

      
        Texas Democrats flee state in effort to block GOP's House map overhaul
        Patrick Marley

        By leaving, Democratic state legislators can stall a Republican plan that would give the GOP five more seats to protect their narrow House majority.

      

      
        Trump adviser defends labor official's firing, deflects on how data was 'rigged'
        Maegan Vazquez

        Kevin Hassett pointed to the scale of hiring data revisions when asked for evidence to support Trump's claims that a jobs report was rigged to make him look bad.

      

      
        Senate confirms Jeanine Pirro as top federal prosecutor for D.C.
        Grace  Moon, Theodoric Meyer, Afia Barrie

        The 74-year-old former Fox News host, New York prosecutor and judge was nominated after the Senate blocked Trump's first choice, right-wing podcaster Ed Martin.

      

      
        Latino GOP lawmakers voice worry about Trump's mass deportation campaign
        Marianna Sotomayor

        They expressed fears that the inroads Trump and the GOP made with Latino voters in 2024 could erode.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinions
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Live updates: Trump again claims jobs report revisions are a 'scam'; Texas Democrats flee state to block map
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Amy B Wang, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta, Kadia  Goba, Ishaan Tharoor, Marianna Sotomayor, Riley Beggin, Jeff Stein, Patrick Marley, Tobi Raji, Dan Balz, Grace  Moon, Theodoric Meyer, Afia Barrie | 2025-08-04
Days after firing the official responsible for compiling the nation's jobs statistics, President Donald Trump again claimed without evidence that last week's jobs report that saw lackluster July employment growth and revealed large downward revisions for hiring in May and June were manipulated. "It's a scam," Trump told reporters Sunday evening while returning from a weekend at his New Jersey golf club. Trump has no public events on his schedule on Monday. Meanwhile, Democratic state lawmakers in Texas fled the state to block the GOP-led and Trump-backed plans to redraw the congressional districts to help shore up or expand the Republican majority in the U.S. House in next year's midterm elections. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott threatened to attempt to expel any of the Democrats who do not return when the Texas state House reconvenes on Monday afternoon.
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Politics
Abbott threatens to try to expel Democrats who fled Texas, escalating tensions
The Texas state House is set to reconvene at 3 p.m. CT Monday. Democrats have left the state to try to stop Republicans from moving ahead with enacting a new congressional map that would give the GOP five more safe seats.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott visits the White House on March 20, when President Donald Trump signs an executive order aimed at closing the Education Department. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Patrick Marley | 2025-08-04
CHICAGO -- Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) is threatening to try to remove Democratic lawmakers from office for fleeing the state and claiming they could be charged with crimes, escalating tensions overnight in a showdown over redrawing congressional lines ahead of the midterm elections.
Most of the Democrats in the Texas state House exited the state Sunday -- many of whom arrived here in Chicago in the evening -- to prevent Republicans from overhauling the state's map to give themselves five more safe GOP seats. Abbott's response underscores the Republicans' commitment to passing their plan and the challenges Democrats face in stopping him.
"This truancy ends now. The derelict Democrat House members must return to Texas and be in attendance when the House reconvenes at 3:00 PM [Central Time] on Monday," Abbott said in a letter to Democrats released late Sunday.
Democrats  said Abbott's warnings  were bluster and announced  they were committed to staying away for two weeks, when the 30-day special session is expected to  end. Republicans hold the upper hand because Abbott could call a series of special sessions, and Democrats have not said whether they have the wherewithal to repeatedly leave the state for months.
Abbott, who also launched a $750,000 digital ad campaign Sunday against Democrats, cited a 2021 opinion from state Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) in his letter to contend that courts could determine Democrats had abandoned their duties and given up their jobs. That would allow Abbott to call special elections to replace them, he said.
"Democrats hatched a deliberate plan not to show up for work, for the specific purpose of abdicating the duties of their office and thwarting the chamber's business," Abbott wrote in his letter.
State Rep. Gina Hinojosa (D) argued Abbott couldn't push lawmakers out of their jobs.
"That would not be lawful, but it is not surprising," she said. "It is in keeping with a governor who is trying to silence the will of the voters."
The escalating dispute kicked off last month, when Abbott called a special session at the urging of President Donald Trump to redraw the state's map just four years after lawmakers adopted it. Ordinarily, states adopt maps just once a decade, after the census details population shifts around the country.
How states draw districts helps determine which party has an advantage, and now Texas Republicans want five more seats to bolster the 25 they  have. Republicans hope a new map could protect their narrow 219-212 House majority next year in the midterm elections, which typically are tough for the president's party.
By leaving, Texas Democrats have thwarted the plan for now. At least two-thirds of the members of the Texas House -- 100 of 150 -- must be present for lawmakers to take action. That means 51 of the 62 Democrats can block the Republicans from advancing their plans, and 57 have left the state, Democrats said. Most are in Chicago, but some are in Boston and Albany, New York, they said.
Each absent Democrat faces a $500 daily fine -- an amount that in two weeks would nearly match the annual $7,200 salary that Texas lawmakers are paid. Abbott argued Democrats risked violating bribery statutes if they solicited funds to help pay their fines. Rep. Gene Wu, the chairman of the Democratic caucus in the Texas House, said Democrats were using legal ways to defray their costs while they are away but did not provide details of what they are doing.
Abbott said he could try to extradite Democrats from other states. Wu said he did not believe Texas officials and federal authorities have the power to force Democrats back to Texas but worries they could try.
State Rep. John Bucy III (D) said Abbott and other Republicans are trying to scare Democrats to lure them back to Texas, but it won't work.
"We're not backing down from this fight," Bucy said. "We'll continue to do everything in our power to stand up for constituents, stand up for Texans and protect our democracy."
Democrats who control other states are threatening to retaliate by drawing new maps of their own if Texas Republicans carry out their plan. On Monday, the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee called on Democratic state lawmakers from around the country to prepare for carving up their states.
"All options must be on the table -- including Democratic state legislatures using their power to fight back and pursue redistricting mid-cycle in order to protect our democracy," the group's president, Heather Williams, said in a statement.
Democrats in California have said they could hold a special election in November to ask voters to adopt a ballot measure that would give Democrats more favorable districts next year.
Republicans in Ohio plan to redraw their map soon, and other states could join the fray, as well.
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D), who is  hosting some of the Texas Democrats, said at a Sunday news conference that he's considering all options in his state. But he did not offer any concrete steps he would take to establish new maps before the 2026 elections.
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Why are Democrats fleeing Texas to block redistricting plans, and what's next?
A plan to change Texas's congressional map could help Republicans keep control of the U.S. House in the 2026 midterms. State Democrats hope to stall it.

(Scott Olson/Getty Images)


By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Marianna Sotomayor, Nick Mourtoupalas, Leo Sands | 2025-08-04
With control of the narrowly divided U.S. House hanging in the balance in the 2026 midterm elections, most Democratic lawmakers in Texas have fled the state to try to prevent a Republican effort, backed by President Donald Trump, to redraw district boundaries and give the GOP five more safely red seats.
The GOP-led state legislature, which has convened in a special session to draft the plans and address this summer's deadly flooding in the state, released the preliminary maps Wednesday after days of contentious hearings. A committee approved the map Saturday and the Texas House was expected to take it up Tuesday. But ahead of that vote, 57 of the chamber's 62 Democrats left Texas on Sunday -- breaking the quorum needed for the chamber to conduct business.
Democrats across the country praised the move, while Texas's Republican governor, Greg Abbott, said  he would go to court to remove and replace the absent legislators if they do not show up on Monday.
Texas Republicans have sought to portray their efforts as typical. Democrats in the state and beyond have decried the unusual mid-decade redistricting attempt as a partisan power grab to tilt the midterm elections so the GOP can hang onto its control of Congress. Republicans now have a 219-212 House majority with four vacancies.
The redrawing of maps typically takes place after the U.S. Census Bureau finishes its once-a-decade population count and can dramatically alter the balance of power between political parties. Rules for redrawing the lines vary by state, and in Texas legislators control the process.
Here's what to know about the proposed maps in Texas and what comes next:
The maps released Wednesday would shift five districts now held by Democrats toward Republicans. That would give Republicans a potential backstop for keeping control of the House even if they perform poorly elsewhere in the midterm elections.
Under the current maps, Republicans hold 25 of the state's 38 congressional districts. Under the new plan, they would be likely to win 30 seats in the state. Trump won all 30 of the proposed districts by 10 points or more last year; it would be extremely difficult for Democrats to win any of them.
Four of the five potential GOP pickups have Hispanic majorities, according to demographic information released by the state.
The districts of five Democrats -- Greg Casar, Henry Cuellar, Al Green, Vicente Gonzalez and Julie Johnson -- were tilted significantly to the right. Further scrambling the picture, Democrats Joaquin Castro and Marc Veasey were moved into districts now held by Republicans.
Cuellar and Gonzalez outperformed Joe Biden in the 2024 race and could have a shot at winning even under lines more favorable to Republicans. Cuellar faces additional challenges: He was charged last year with bribery, unlawful foreign influence and money laundering involving an Azerbaijan energy company. He has denied wrongdoing and is slated to go to trial this fall.
Trump's Justice Department sought to ramp up pressure last month to draw new maps by alleging that Texas lawmakers ran afoul of the Constitution by considering race when they drew some of the existing districts. But in their latest proposal, Texas Republicans mostly targeted other districts, not the ones the Justice Department cited.
Texas state Rep. Todd Hunter (R), the sponsor of the legislation to draw the new map, called it "a good plan for Texas" that would give his party more seats in Congress. "The primary changes ... are focused on five districts for partisan purposes," he said in committee.
At other times, Texas Republican lawmakers have downplayed their plans, saying they are responding to a request from Abbott to reconsider the maps they drew after the 2020 Census. After that census, Republicans largely played it safe and tried to protect incumbents.
Adam Kincaid, the executive director of the National Republican Redistricting Trust, praised the maps and downplayed the possibility that Democrats could take similar actions in other states.
"Texas Republicans are moving forward with a map that is more compact, keeps communities together and increases the number of minority majority districts in the state," he said. "At the same time, Democrats [in other states] are openly talking about ignoring the Voting Rights Act and violating their own state constitutions."
Texas Democrats decried the moves as a power grab and accused Republicans of violating the Voting Rights Act, a 1965 law meant to ensure Black and Latino communities can elect candidates of their choosing. "If Trump is allowed to rip the Voting Rights Act to shreds here in Central Texas, his ploy will spread like wildfire across the country," Casar said in a statement.
Texas Democrats have little power to stop the redistricting efforts because Republicans control both legislative chambers. But a boycott can slow down the process because the Texas House can conduct business only when two-thirds of its 150 members are present.
Texas Democrats have twice deployed the same tactic, known as breaking or denying quorum, to combat legislation in the 22 years since Republicans have controlled all of state government, but those efforts ultimately failed. They fled in 2003 over a redistricting plan and in 2021 over voting legislation, but Republicans managed to pass the measures when one of them returned.
Democrats who fled the state on Sunday -- landing in cities including New York, Boston and Chicago -- plan to remain gone until the conclusion of the special session that ends Aug. 19. In the meantime, they could face daily $500 fines and the threat of arrest by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R), although his authority doesn't extend beyond state borders.
State Democrats also held discussions with House Democratic leadership and their congressional delegation about financial support for breaking quorum, according to three Democrats familiar with the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private negotiations.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) praised the Texas Democrats for refusing to vote on the congressional redistricting proposal, saying it was "designed to rig the midterm elections for House Republicans."
"The courage, conviction and character Texas Democrats are displaying is the embodiment of good trouble as we collectively push back against the extremism Donald Trump has unleashed on the American people. We have their backs," Jeffries said in a statement.
The Democratic boycott threatens to temporarily bring the Texas House to a standstill. If Democrats maintain the boycott for two weeks, their absence will run out the clock on Abbott's special legislative session.
But Abbott maintains he has options still. In a letter Sunday, he accused Democrats of abandoning their offices and threatened to go to court to remove and replace them if they don't turn up by Monday afternoon.
If Democrats succeed in preventing approval of the maps during this special session, Abbott could still call a new special session and restart the 30-day clock.
Rep. Gene Wu, chairman of the Democratic caucus in the Texas House, said at a Sunday news conference in Chicago that he didn't know "what the next steps are" if Abbott calls another session.
Democratic-controlled states such as California, Illinois and New York are exploring options to retaliate by redrawing their own lines to give their party more House seats if Texas approves new maps.
Before the proposed maps were released, California Gov. Gavin Newsom described the Texas GOP's redistricting efforts as "a five-alarm fire for democracy" and said he was considering asking California voters to change the state's procedures for drawing the congressional maps to give Democrats greater sway in Washington. Other Democratic governors such as JB Pritzker of Illinois -- who like Newsom is weighing a run for the White House in 2028 -- have said they are open to launching a process to redraw congressional boundaries in their states.
Republicans are defending a slim majority in next year's elections. Historical trends and Trump's low approval rating suggest the midterms could be challenging for the GOP, and any redrawing of maps in a way that favors one side could have far-reaching impacts. Republicans control both chambers of Congress and losing either one could be a major impediment to Trump's legislative agenda.
Maeve Reston, Lenny Bronner and Annabelle Timsit contributed to this report.
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Rep. Nancy Mace, Trump critic-turned-ally, to run for South Carolina governor 
She joins a crowded Republican primary field that includes a rival candidate she has already clashed with sharply this year. 

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) takes a selfie as President Donald Trump leaves the chamber after addressing a joint session of Congress in March. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba | 2025-08-04
Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina), who has shifted her stance on President Donald Trump and other topics over the years, announced Monday that she will run for governor in 2026, joining a crowded GOP field that includes a candidate she has sharply clashed with this year.
Mace, 47, released a one-minute launch video depicting her as a resilient firebrand who pushes back against her own party on some issues, but is staunchly conservative on others, such as transgender rights. The video also includes a reference to Trump praising her last year as "a fighter." She's expected to roll out a policy proposal at The Citadel, a South Carolina military school where in 1999 she became the first woman to graduate from the Corps of Cadets, a previously all-male undergraduate institution.
"President Trump needs MAGA governors who implement his agenda at the state level on down and the 2026 midterms, is where we can do it," Mace said in an interview with The Washington Post. "My campaign will be focused on restoring law and order, ending the state income tax, protecting women and kids, fixing our broken judicial system, solving the energy crisis and working to fix our infrastructure," she added.
Mace enters what's shaping up to be a crowded primary to succeed term-limited Republican Gov. Henry McMaster. Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette; state Sen. Josh Kimbrell; state Attorney General Alan Wilson, the son of Rep. Joe Wilson (R-South Carolina); and Rep. Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina) are already running.
In February, Mace delivered a speech on the House floor alleging that her ex-fiance had physically abused her, filmed her without her consent and conspired with others to sexually abuse women. She also accused Wilson of not moving quickly enough in processing evidence she turned over to the state. Wilson's office called Mace's comments "categorically false" and said it "had no role and no knowledge of these allegations until her public statements." Mace's ex-fiance denied the allegations against him.
It's unclear if Trump will endorse in the primary. The president's support is the most coveted prize in GOP primaries and he is especially influential in South Carolina, where he won by a wide margin in 2024.
Mace's changing dynamic with Trump has coincided with a shift in her district to the right. She went from working on his campaign in 2016 to publicly criticizing him in 2021 following the deadly Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol by a pro-Trump mob, to later embracing him.
On other fronts, from abortion to transgender rights and more, Mace has also changed. In some cases she has threatened to break with her party leadership before ultimately siding with them on major legislation.
On abortion, she lambasted her Republican colleagues for bringing a vote to the floor that would block travel reimbursement to members of the military seeking the procedure but then voted for it.
Last year, she introduced legislation to prohibit transgender women from using women's bathrooms just days after the first openly trans person was elected to Congress. She had previously said in 2023 she supported transgender rights but opposed gender-affirming surgery and hormone blockers for children. In 2021, Mace said that she "strongly" supported "LGBTQ rights and equality."
When it comes to raising the country's borrowing authority, days after declared in a 2023 op-ed she would "remain a NO regardless of the pressure put on me by those in power," she supported a GOP legislative package to do that.
The primary could in some ways test, on a statewide scale, the GOP appetite for such shifts. Mace said she had not been inconsistent.
"My voting record is very, very consistent for those paying attention," she said in the interview with The Post in response to criticism that she has tacked to the right. "I've been very consistent on my voting record and that hasn't changed at all."
In 2023, she angered many of her Republican colleagues in Congress when she voted with seven GOP hard-liners to oust California Republican Kevin McCarthy as House speaker.
Mace won her seat in Congress in 2020 after defeating incumbent Democrat Joe Cunningham. Within days of her swearing in, she broke with most of her party when she criticized the Jan. 6 attack. Mace blamed Trump for the attack, accusing him of inciting supporters who stormed the Capitol grounds.
A year after her comments, she posted a video outside of Trump Tower in New York lauding her work to help Trump's election bid in 2016. Trump endorsed GOP challenger Katie Arrington against Mace in 2022 and then later disparaged Mace as "crazy" and "a terrible person" at a rally in South Carolina. Mace won her primary and the general election.
Trump eventually backed Mace during her 2024 reelection, calling her a "fighter" to a crowd in South Carolina. "When she sets her sight on something, she's tough," he said.
Mace's national profile could give her an early edge when candidates are looking to break out of a crowded race, some strategists said.
"Nancy Mace is very good at drawing attention to herself," said Joel Sawyer, a political consultant in South Carolina. "Mace's inconsistencies, however, aren't lost on people on the ground in her home state, he added.
"She's like Forrest Gump's box of chocolates," Sawyer said. "You never know what Nancy Mace you're going to get."
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Texas Democrats flee state in effort to block GOP's House map overhaul
By leaving, Democratic state legislators can stall a Republican plan that would give the GOP five more seats to protect their narrow House majority. 

Texas state Rep. Jolanda "Jo" Jones (D) flips through maps during a public hearing Friday on congressional redistricting in Austin. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Patrick Marley | 2025-08-04
CAROL STREAM, Ill. -- Democrats in the Texas legislature fled the state Sunday to block a redistricting plan backed by President Donald Trump aimed at preserving the GOP's slim House majority, escalating tensions as a broader fight over congressional district lines unfolds throughout the country ahead of the 2026 midterms.
Texas Democrats have twice deployed the same tactic to combat legislation in the 22 years since Republicans have controlled all of state government, but those efforts ultimately failed. This time, Democrats plan to stay away for two weeks to run out the clock on a special legislative session called by Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to draw a map that would give Republicans five more House seats.
The Texas House can conduct business only when two-thirds of its 150 members are present. A successful boycott would require participation from at least 51 of the chamber's 62 Democrats. A total of 57 joined in, said State Rep. Jon Rosenthal (D). Members traveled to Boston and New York, he said, with the largest group landing in Chicago. All plan to remain gone until the conclusion of the session that ends Aug. 19.
"Our goal right now is to kill this session," Rosenthal said.
Abbott said Democrats were willfully abandoning their jobs and he would go to court to remove and replace them if they do not show up on Monday.
In addition, Democrats could each face $500 daily fines from the legislature and political blowback. As part of the special session, lawmakers are considering legislation to respond to last month's deadly floods, and blocking action on that issue is likely to be unpopular. Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) has threatened to arrest legislators who break quorum, but he won't have jurisdiction over them if they stay out of state.
"Today this corruption ends," state Rep. Gene Wu, chairman of the Democratic caucus in his chamber, said at a news conference at a county Democratic Party office in a strip mall in suburban Chicago. He was backed by rows of other Texas Democrats and Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D).
Wu said he did not know what Texas Democrats would decide to do later if Abbott calls another special session after this one. "We don't know what the next steps are," he said.
The fight in Texas and a looming GOP-led redistricting effort in Ohio have kicked off a national battle, with Democrats in California, Illinois and New York threatening to retaliate by tilting their states' congressional districts further in favor of their party. The Democrats' embrace of an all-or-nothing gerrymandering strategy comes after many of them spent years backing plans to strip politics from the map-drawing process to ensure voters have fair, competitive districts.
While states such as Arizona and Michigan have adopted nonpartisan systems for drawing maps, Texas and many other states have not, and partisans there have free rein to give themselves as much power as possible. Texas Republicans unveiled a map last week under pressure from Trump and Abbott that would shift five districts sharply to the right. A committee approved the map Saturday and the Texas House was expected to take it up Tuesday.
Republicans hold 25 of the state's 38 congressional districts and under the new map they could take 30 next year. Trump won all 30 of the proposed districts by 10 points or more last year.
Before Texas lawmakers unveiled their map, Trump said he favored "a very simple redrawing" that would give Republicans more seats. "We pick up five seats [in Texas] but we have a couple other states where we'll pick up seats also," he told reporters last month.
Texas state Rep. Todd Hunter (R), the sponsor of the legislation to draw the new map, called the GOP proposal "a good plan for Texas" that would give his party more seats in Congress. "The primary changes ... are focused on five districts for partisan purposes," he said in committee.
DNC Chair Ken Martin applauded Texas Democrats' response, saying their actions showed real leadership. "Republicans thought they could just rig the maps and change the rules without the American people taking notice," he said in a statement. "They were dead wrong."
All states must draw new district lines at the beginning of each decade to account for population shifts identified by the U.S. Census. Where they place the lines can greatly favor one party over the other. Most states give legislators the power to draw the districts, but eight states use independent commissions in hopes of preventing partisan power grabs.

President Donald Trump greets Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) at the White House on March 20. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


After the 2020 census, Texas Republicans focused on keeping incumbents safe. The plan to redraw district lines in the middle of a decade is unusual and Republicans are open about using their power to stave off potential losses during the midterm elections, which historically have gone against the sitting president's party. Republicans hold a 219-212 majority in the House with four vacancies, and any cushion could protect their ability to deliver on Trump's agenda. His signature tax and immigration bill, for example, squeezed through the chamber last month, 218-214.
Trump has signaled he will be heavily involved in the midterms, hosting fundraising dinners at his resorts and weighing in on social media with plans to target lawmakers with whom he disagrees. MAGA Inc., a super PAC aligned with Trump, raised a hefty $177 million in the first half of the year, according to a filing last week with the Federal Election Commission.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), a frequent target of Trump's ire and a potential candidate for president in 2028, has said he is working on a plan to shift Republican districts in his state to the left if Texas adopts a new map. In a dig at the GOP, Newsom reposted a map Friday on X from another user that showed all 52 of the state's congressional districts could be drawn to favor Democrats -- likely wiping out the reelection chances of the nine Republicans who represent the state.
Enacting a new map in California is not as easy as it is in Texas because the California Constitution requires that a nonpartisan commission establish districts. Newsom has said he wants to call a special election in November to get approval from voters to change the state's map for 2026, 2028 and 2030 if Texas acts.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) speaks to reporters Dec. 5. (Sandy Huffaker/For The Washington Post) 


Republicans and Democrats alike engaged in gerrymandering in some states in the most recent round of redistricting. Illinois, the new temporary home for Texas Democrats, has a map that received an F from the Princeton Gerrymandering Project because it is so heavily skewed toward Democrats.
Other Democrats have spent years calling for removing politics from map drawing. In recent weeks, those voices have died down as Democrats say they cannot disarm if Republicans in states like Texas are going to strengthen their numbers. Eric Holder, who served as President Barack Obama's attorney general, has championed nonpartisan redistricting for years but said Sunday on ABC that Democrats might "have to do things that perhaps in the past I would not have supported" in response to Texas Republicans.
Democratic governors echoed that notion, saying they opposed partisan gerrymandering but needed to retaliate if Texas Republicans carry out their plans.
"I think we need to respond in kind," said Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly, the chair of the Democratic Governors Association.
If Texas changes its map, Democrats need to do the same wherever they can, said Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), the Democratic nominee for vice president last year. "It is a terrible spot we're in as a country, but not responding is going to make it even worse," he said.
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers (D) campaigned on ending gerrymandering, but he said he backs having states led by Democrats draw maps that favor their party if Texas acts. "[When] you're up against the wall, you have to do whatever you can to stop it," he said.
But changing maps in states led by Democrats is difficult. Kelly, Walz and Evers appeared at an event with the governors of Kentucky and Rhode Island, and all five governors are in charge of states where there appear to be few options for adding Democratic seats. Walz said Minnesota's courts would not allow gerrymandering in his state, and Republicans hold majorities in the legislatures of Kansas, Kentucky and Wisconsin. Democrats control all of Rhode Island's state government, but both of the state's two congressional districts already belong to the Democrats.
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Trump adviser defends labor official's firing, deflects on how data was 'rigged'
Kevin Hassett pointed to the scale of hiring data revisions when asked for evidence to support Trump's claims that a jobs report was rigged to make him look bad.

Kevin Hassett, director of the National Economic Council, speaks outside the White House last week. (John McDonnell/AP)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-08-04
President Donald Trump's decision to fire the official responsible for compiling the nation's jobs statistics drew condemnation Sunday from economic experts who served in Republican and Democratic administrations, but the White House gave no sign of backing away.
The decision to fire Bureau of Labor Statistics Commissioner Erika McEntarfer raised questions about the future independence of agencies tasked with reporting critical economic data -- and threatened to further politicize the fraught debate over whether federal budget cuts and job eliminations have weakened the nation's ability to track major economic statistics.
The White House on Sunday dispatched Kevin Hassett, its top economic adviser, to publicly defend the president's decision to fire McEntarfer, but he did not provide evidence to support Trump's claims that recent monthly job figures, which were revised downward last week, were rigged to make him look bad.
"The president wants his own people there, so that when we see the numbers, they're more transparent and more reliable," Hassett said on NBC's "Meet the Press."
The latest jobs report, which triggered Trump's anger, hit at an especially sensitive point for the president.
On Sunday evening he called the report "a scam" in a gaggle with reporters. "The numbers were ridiculous that she announced," he said, adding that he plans to announce McEntarfer's replacement in three to four days. 
For months, he has boasted multiple times a week that the United States now has the "hottest" economy in the world. He has repeatedly told audiences that he has received that assessment from people he has talked to, attributing the comment at different times to Middle Eastern monarchs, European leaders and American businessmen.
The Labor Department's latest monthly report showed the labor market to be at best lukewarm, adding just 106,000 new jobs over the past three months -- far fewer than previously estimated and less than the amount needed to keep unemployment from rising. The report, which included steep downgrades of the estimates for jobs added in May and June, suggested that Trump's tariffs have started to seriously slow the economy.
The revisions, while large, were not unheard of -- final statistics on the number of jobs in the economy often differ widely from the initial estimates.
When "Meet the Press" host Kristen Welker pressed Hassett for proof Sunday to support Trump's claim that those numbers were "rigged," he deflected. "The revisions are the hard evidence," he said, adding, "If I was running the BLS, and I had a number that was a huge, politically important revision ... then I would have a really long report explaining what happened, and we didn't get that."
Where Hassett sees impropriety, Trump's former BLS commissioner, William Beach, sees revisions that resulted from McEntarfer "trying to do a better job, getting more information."
On CNN's "State of the Union" on Sunday, Beach rejected the argument that McEntarfer somehow manipulated the data for political purposes, saying that "by the time the commissioner sees the numbers, they're all prepared. They're locked into the computer system."
McEntarfer has not commented publicly on her firing.
Her dismissal comes amid broader concerns from policymakers and economic analysts about increasingly shaky government economic data over issues that, in many cases, predate her tenure leading the bureau. Falling response rates to government surveys, coupled with pandemic-driven seasonal quirks and long-standing budget strains, have made it harder to collect and analyze reliable data, officials have said. Agencies responsible for the data have also shed staff through early retirements, deferred resignations and normal attrition.
On Wednesday, Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome H. Powell noted the importance of reliable statistics about the economy, saying at a news conference that "good data ... helps the government, but it also helps the private sector."
"It's very hard to accurately capture in real time the output of a 20-plus-trillion-dollar economy. And the United States has been a leader in that for 100 years, and we really need to continue that, in my view," Powell said.
Beach said that he will still trust the jobs numbers moving forward but that the attack by Trump undermines the public's trust in the bureau.
"I don't think there's any grounds at all for this firing," he continued. "And it really hurts the statistical system. ... This is damaging."
Polls suggest the public has more trust in the accuracy of federal statistics, such as the unemployment rate, than in the federal government overall. A national poll of about 1,000 adults conducted by survey research firm SSRS in June found that roughly 70 percent had at least some confidence in federal statistics, compared with 51 percent who said the same about the federal government overall.
Former treasury secretary Lawrence H. Summers called Trump's claim that the BLS numbers were manipulated for political purposes "a preposterous charge," telling ABC's "This Week" on Sunday that McEntarfer's firing was "way beyond anything that Richard Nixon ever did."
"These numbers are put together by teams of literally hundreds of people following detailed procedures that are in manuals. There's no conceivable way that the head of the BLS could have manipulated this number," said Summers, who led the Treasury Department under President Bill Clinton.
Hassett also raised concerns Sunday about data quality -- questioning whether the system has recovered from the chaos of economic data collection during the covid pandemic. He argued that large revisions during the pandemic were happening "all the time, all over the place," which was understandable given fluctuations in the job market. But after the pandemic, the large revisions have continued, he said.
"Right now, we've got BLS numbers that aren't really a lot better than they were during covid, and we need to understand why. I think the president's right to call for new leadership," Hassett told "Fox News Sunday."
U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer said on CBS's "Face the Nation" that the president's concerns with the BLS data date back to "everything we saw last year," appearing to reference downward revisions to the 2024 jobs data that Trump complained about.
"There are always revisions, but sometimes you see these revisions go in really extreme ways," Greer continued. " ... The president is the president. He can choose who works in the executive branch."
The Trump administration's push to overhaul major benchmarks it calls flawed predates Friday's jobs report. In March, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick called for a change in the way economic growth is measured, though that idea has yet to move forward.
Over the past decade, as a result of budget constraints, the BLS has scaled back key activities such as in-person visits, follow-ups, field training and travel -- steps that are essential for data quality. It has said it is surveying fewer outlets for the consumer price index -- the most widely used benchmark for inflation -- because of staffing shortages in certain cities, and that it is discontinuing the calculation and publishing of wholesale pricing data on hundreds of products in the producer price index.
Andrew Ackerman, Kasha Patel and Joanna Slater contributed to this report.
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Politics
Senate confirms Jeanine Pirro as top federal prosecutor for D.C.
The 74-year-old former Fox News host, New York prosecutor and judge was nominated after the Senate blocked Trump's first choice, right-wing podcaster Ed Martin.

Jeanine Pirro listens to President Donald Trump at her swearing-in as interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia on May 28. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Grace  Moon, Theodoric Meyer, Afia Barrie | 2025-08-03
The Senate on Saturday confirmed former Fox News host Jeanine Pirro as the U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia in a 50-45 vote along party lines.
The 74-year-old Trump loyalist previously served as a judge and prosecutor in Westchester County, New York, and has been interim U.S. attorney since May.
President Donald Trump withdrew his first choice, Ed Martin, a right-wing podcaster and "Stop the Steal" organizer with a history of controversial statements, after his nomination faltered over his past advocacy on behalf of the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S. Capitol riot defendants charged with assaulting police officers.
Pirro was one of the last nominees confirmed during a rare Saturday session before senators headed home for the rest of the month.
Trump pressured Republican senators to remain in Washington and confirm a backlog of nominees. Republicans have accused Democrats of obstruction for forcing time-consuming votes to confirm the president's picks, rather than allowing some of them to be confirmed by voice vote or unanimous consent, as was common under previous administrations.
Republicans in the majority spent days negotiating with Democrats to allow the Senate to confirm more nominees before senators left town, but no deal came together.
"Do not accept the offer, go home and explain to your constituents what bad people the Democrats are, and what a great job the Republicans are doing, and have done, for our Country," Trump wrote Saturday night on social media.
"In a fit of rage, Trump threw in the towel, sent Republicans home and was unable to do the basic work of negotiating," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told reporters Saturday night.
Pirro is one of a number of Fox hosts whom Trump has recruited for the administration and fits the mold of many of his appointees: combative, camera-ready and loyal enough to have sought to discredit the results of the 2020 election that he lost, The Washington Post reported previously.
In the days leading up to the Jan. 6 insurrection, Pirro had cast doubt on the credibility of Joe Biden's election victory in statements that aired on Fox. After Trump supporters stormed the Capitol, however, she walked back those comments, instead calling the attack "deplorable, reprehensible, outright criminal."
Pirro's claims of voter fraud in the 2020 election were included in the $2.1 billion defamation lawsuit filed by Dominion Voting Systems against Fox News, which led the broadcaster to settle the case for $787.5 million in 2023. She is also a defendant in a similar defamation lawsuit by voting software maker Smartmatic. That case is pending.
In a written response to senators' questions ahead of her confirmation that was obtained by The Post, Pirro declined to offer thoughts on whether those convicted in the Jan. 6 riot cases should have been pardoned, and she sidestepped several other questions, including whether there would ever be a legal basis for someone from the executive branch of government to defy a federal court order.
Pirro's confirmation to one of the nation's highest-profile prosecutor's offices was met with mixed reactions.
Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois, the top Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Committee, described her record on issues including the Jan. 6 riot, election denialism and Trump's immigration policies as "deeply troubling."
"President Trump has been using the Justice Department to protect his allies and go after his enemies, and Ms. Pirro has proven to be a willing accomplice in weaponizing the justice system," Durbin said in a statement. "She is not fit to be the U.S. Attorney for our nation's capital and I believe it's a grave mistake my Republican colleagues voted to confirm her."
"She is simply a loyal political acolyte and sycophant of the president," Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) said in a floor speech ahead of the confirmation vote.
Attorney General Pam Bondi called Pirro "a warrior for law and order" in a post on X. The D.C. Police Union congratulated Pirro and said it looked forward to working with her "to hold criminals accountable and reduce crime." Pirro thanked the union in response and promised to work with police to "clean up D.\C."
Deadlines are looming for dozens of Trump loyalists handpicked as interim U.S. attorneys, whose 120-day terms are set to expire in the coming months. The Justice Department last month deployed a complex procedural maneuver to keep Alina Habba, a former personal lawyer for Trump, as New Jersey's top federal prosecutor, in a playbook it has used to extend the tenures of other polarizing prosecutors that bypasses the Senate's role in confirming official nominees for the job.
During Pirro's time as interim U.S. attorney, she instituted a policy of scrutinizing the immigration status of all criminal defendants in the District, as part of the Trump administration's efforts to ramp up deportations. She will also oversee a portfolio of major cases, including the shooting deaths of Yaron Lischinsky, 30, and Sarah Lynn Milgrim, 26, a couple who had just left a reception at the Capital Jewish Museum. Pirro said her office intends to investigate the killings as an act of terrorism and a hate crime.
For decades, Trump and Pirro have fraternized in the same Republican circles in New York. On her Saturday Fox News show, "Justice With Judge Jeanine," Pirro delivered strident defenses of the president during his first term. In 2018, Pirro published a book titled "Liars, Leakers and Liberals: The Case Against the Anti-Trump Conspiracy."
Pirro's former husband, Albert Pirro, served as Trump's real estate attorney before being convicted of federal tax evasion in 2000 when she was district attorney. He was sentenced to 29 months and was released from federal custody in 2002, court records show. Trump pardoned him in 2021, during his first term.
In 2006, Pirro was investigated by federal prosecutors for seeking to bug the family's boat to determine whether her husband was having an affair. Pirro called the investigation a "political witch hunt and smear campaign," and said her marital discord was not the business of the prosecutors. No charges were filed.
In a statement on her confirmation, Pirro said: "The confidence placed in me by the President and affirmed by the Senate will not be in vain. I am committed to ensuring that the nation's capital once again reflects the quality, safety, and promise of the citizens and our great country."
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Politics
Latino GOP lawmakers voice worry about Trump's mass deportation campaign
They expressed fears that the inroads Trump and the GOP made with Latino voters in 2024 could erode. 

Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar (R-Florida) is leading a legislative effort and appealing directly to President Donald Trump on immigration. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Marianna Sotomayor | 2025-08-03
Hispanic Republicans in the U.S. House say they are increasingly concerned that President Donald Trump's mass deportation campaign could backfire with Latino voters, as they look for ways to protect some undocumented immigrants from deportation.
These Republicans expressed fear that the inroads Trump and the GOP made with Latino voters in 2024 could erode because of what they see as a haphazard approach to mass deportations, which are starting to disrupt their communities and threaten local businesses. They are growing especially anxious about the push to arrest and deport migrants whose only crime is crossing the border illegally.
"We're all against criminals and gang members and those with deportation orders. But as this is starting to touch some folks who have known somebody who's been here 20 years, more and more [people] are starting to see it, and there's more and more response in the districts," Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R), who represents a predominantly Hispanic district in South Florida, said in an interview.
The concern from Latino Republicans -- along with some of their conservative colleagues -- comes as the Trump administration, through White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, has directed immigration officials to make a minimum of 3,000 arrests daily.
Trump's pledge to shut down the southern border and deport undocumented immigrants who committed violent crimes resonated with voters, including Hispanics with whom Republicans made solid gains in 2024. Latino GOP House members also supported cracking down on border crossings and deporting criminals.
But images of masked Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents arresting migrants at work or after attending their immigration court hearings have rattled communities. The Trump administration's policy of sending some migrants to foreign countries where they are not citizens -- including individuals who had entered the United States through asylum -- has sparked fear and led some people to return home even though they have pending asylum claims.
The situation has reignited some talk about tackling immigration in Congress, an issue that has been near impossible to reach broad agreement on in recent years. Some Republicans have introduced proposals that would offer protected status to some immigrants who have worked in the U.S. for several years and have no criminal record.
House Republicans also believe that acting now makes more strategic sense since crossings have trickled to a standstill at the U.S.-Mexico border and the recently passed tax-and-immigration law plows $170 billion into immigration enforcement.

A legal observer escorts a migrant and a child past federal immigration officers at a U.S. immigration court in New York on Friday. (David Dee Delgado/Reuters)


But lawmakers on Capitol Hill and leadership aides say it's still unlikely any immigration measure -- no matter how conservative or narrow -- will get off the ground in Congress, despite some concerns over ICE and polling that shows Trump losing support on the issue.
Lawmakers agree Trump is the only person who could break the stalemate.
"Immigration reform isn't going to be solved by Congress. It's going to be solved by President Trump. Whatever that looks like, he is going to determine," said Rep. Tony Gonzales (R), who represents a majority of the area along the Texas-Mexico border.
Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar (R), who represents a Miami district, is leading a legislative effort and appealing directly to Trump -- whom she supports -- for momentum. Her bill, called the Dignity Act, provides a pathway to citizenship for immigrants who entered the U.S. as children, otherwise known as DACA recipients, and creates a new protected status for undocumented immigrants who have worked in the U.S. for more than five years without a criminal record, among other things.
"President Trump, sir, the same God who saved you from death in Pennsylvania one year ago and who put you back in the Oval Office against all odds, is the same God Almighty who millions and millions are begging to for some type of dignity, not amnesty," Salazar said as she introduced her bill. "The eyes of history are upon us. Some of the most shameful moments in our past as a country relate to how we have treated immigrants who are not criminals. And we are in one of those moments."
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R), who has represented another Miami district for 22 years, said the administration should not be targeting undocumented immigrants who broke the law years ago but have since become law-abiding citizens who contribute to their community.
"Shouldn't someone like that have an opportunity to earn being here?" he said.
At the same time, all Hispanic Republican House members supported Trump's border security, energy and tax agenda -- known as the One Big Beautiful Bill -- which allots about $170 billion for immigration enforcement, including $75 billion in new funds for ICE. In January, they also approved the Laken Riley Act, which requires ICE to focus on detaining undocumented immigrants who have been arrested in or convicted of crimes including burglary, theft, assaulting a police officer or shoplifting.
Some point to the money for enforcement in that bill as the reason to start having a broader conversation about immigration.
Salazar's legislation, reintroduced with Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-Texas), has about 20 bipartisan backers. It's much narrower in scope than a previous version, but it allows undocumented immigrants who have been working in the U.S. for more than five years and have no criminal record to apply for "Dignity Status," which must be renewed every seven years.
Such immigrants would have to pay a $7,000 fine, be barred from access to federal programs and have to contribute 1 percent of their salary to the U.S. Treasury, which lawmakers say would generate billions for the economy. Those in the program could travel between their home country and the United States.
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who chairs the powerful House Judiciary Committee, said he and his team are also talking to the White House about reintroducing House Republicans' immigration bill approved in the last Congress. The bill would severely restrict U.S. asylum laws, resume building a southern border wall, reestablish family detention and clamp down on the undocumented labor workforce, among other things.
Trump has at times seemed open to sparing the labor workforce from ICE raids on farms, and in hotels and restaurants because of shortages of American workers. But House leadership aides and lawmakers, many of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations, said they have not heard from the White House about tackling such a policy.
Seeking to address that issue, Rep. Monica De La Cruz (R-Texas) has introduced a bill that would streamline the application process for H-2A visas, which allow agriculture employers to hire foreign workers.
"We can't continue to sweep this part of the conversation under the rug," said Rep. Gabe Evans (R), whose Colorado swing district is 40 percent Hispanic.
Lawmakers argue the time to deal with immigration is now, as the latest polling shows the public is paying attention and blaming Trump for mishandling deportations. A Wall Street Journal poll from last month found that 58 percent of respondents, including 60 percent of independents, disapproved of deporting immigrants without due process and sending migrants to countries with which they have no personal relationship.
Just over half of respondents, however, support Trump's goal of removing undocumented immigrants, with 44 percent of Republicans thinking Trump has approached the matter "about right," while another 44 percent believe he hasn't gone far enough.
Finding a consensus approach to immigration remains a challenge as the president, administration officials and GOP lawmakers have fueled misconceptions about immigrants since Trump launched his 2016 campaign. Republicans continue to fear any solution that could be labeled "amnesty."
Asked about Salazar's bill recently, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that from her understanding "neither the White House nor the president has actually read through this legislation" and that Trump "has made it very clear he will not support amnesty for illegal aliens in any way."
Yet, supporters -- including many Latino Republicans -- are willing to challenge misconceptions.
"Anybody that tells me they're a Reagan Republican, you at least have to have the conversation with me," said Evans. "This is a tough but fair approach to be able to give some sort of path to legal status -- not citizenship, legal work status -- for people like my grandfather, who, in many cases, are willing to bleed and die for their adopted country. Those are the people that we want."
Gimenez said last month that "it was surprising" to see "how receptive" different corners of the House GOP are to discussions about preventing serious backlash from voters on immigration. But getting Trump and his MAGA base on board remains the toughest hurdle.
"The Biden administration took it so far -- they took the pendulum all the way over to the left and now it swung too far in the opposite direction. Now we have to bring it to the middle," Gimenez said.
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Opinions
How to shut down Putin's war machine
President Trump's warnings to Russia are welcome. But pressure must follow for peace to be possible.

An explosion of a missile lights up the sky over Kyiv during a Russian missile strike on July 31. (Gleb Garanich/Reuters)


By Andriy Yermak | 2025-08-04
Andriy Yermak is head of the presidential office of Ukraine.
Later this week, the world may be presented with an opportunity to end the war Russian President Vladimir Putin has been waging against Ukraine.
President Donald Trump has made it clear Russia will soon face serious consequences if it doesn't immediately come to the negotiating table. By cutting back the previous 50-day window down to just 10 days last week, the U.S. president sent an unmistakable signal to Putin. These signals need to be followed up with decisive action for the war to end.
"We thought we had that settled numerous times, and then President Putin goes out and starts launching rockets into some city like Kyiv and kills a lot of people in a nursing home or whatever," Trump said. "And I say that's not the way to do it."
Kyiv welcomes this clarity. We thank Trump for his firm and unmistakable commitment to peace through strength. It is a commitment we share. President Volodymyr Zelensky has made it the foundation of Ukraine's resistance, and it is Ukrainian strength that has kept our nation alive. This strength is the only language Putin understands.
To truly shift the war's trajectory, however, the existing sanctions regime must be sharpened. We have concrete ideas on how to do so.
Russia's military-industrial complex needs to be better targeted. Entities like Rosatom, Russia's state nuclear agency, and Roscosmos, its space agency, are not neutral civilian institutions, but strategic enablers of Putin's war. Rosatom underpins nuclear weapons development and facilitates the occupation of Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. Roscosmos provides satellite imagery and communications that guide Russian missile strikes. Both agencies must be sanctioned in full and banned from cooperating with Western scientific and academic institutions.
More must also be done to cut off Russia's access to international finance. Disconnecting some Russian banks from SWIFT in 2022 was a milestone. But one major financial institution, Gazprombank, remains connected, serving as a major conduit for sanctioned trade, particularly in energy and defense-related goods. Gazprombank must be disconnected alongside any smaller financial institutions trying to fill the gap.
A full economic blockade is needed. Russia imports billions worth of microchips and electronics used in its drones and missiles through China and other smaller countries across Central Asia. These components often originate in the West but reach Russia via circuitous trade routes and financial loopholes. We are greatly encouraged by recent U.S. actions to crack down on sanctions evasion. The bipartisan Graham-Blumenthal bill marks a strong step toward imposing secondary sanctions on entities in third countries that help fund Russia's war machine.
In addition, Trump's decision last week to raise tariffs on India for purchasing Russian oil above the price cap surely rattled the Kremlin. It's a great first step, but more pressure is needed. The International Working Group on Russian Sanctions, which I'm honored to co-chair, has developed a set of targeted proposals that can do just that. Those include sanctioning Russian ports used for exporting oil; designating operators of the shadow fleets of oil tankers, including vessels that disable tracking systems and use ship-to-ship transfers to obscure origin; and targeting intermediaries in the defense supply chain, including crypto infrastructure such as exchanges and wallets used for illicit payments and sanctions evasion.
Russia's war against Ukraine poses broader dangers for the world. When a fire rages this ferociously, one must act before its flames consume everything. Trump's latest statements suggest he has seen through the smoke and understands the stakes. The ultimatum he has given to Putin expires later this week. Thousands of lives depend on the success of what follows. The tools to stop Russia exist. What is needed is the political will to use them with precision and force.
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Opinions
The U.K.'s decision to recognize Palestine is reckless
Recognition isn't a reward or punishment. It's a statement of legal fact -- or should be.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer makes an address following an emergency cabinet meeting on Gaza on July 29. (Toby Melville/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tom Tugendhat | 2025-08-04
Tom Tugendhat is a Conservative member of Parliament and former Security Minister of the United Kingdom.
In the past month, two countries have promised to recognize Palestine as a state when the U.N. General Assembly meets in September. France simply declared its position. Britain, however, made recognition contingent on Israeli behavior, a conditional approach that reveals the fundamental incoherence of Prime Minister Keir Starmer's foreign policy -- and raises more troubling questions about his relationship with international law than it does about the Middle East's future.
In saying that Israel could avoid British recognition of Palestine by securing a peace deal, Starmer is not only giving Hamas inordinate leverage, he is transforming recognition from a statement of legal fact into a disciplinary tool. This is politics masquerading as law.
Palestinians either have an inalienable right to statehood, or they don't. The legal conditions are set out clearly in the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States of 1933. Four criteria are necessary: a permanent population, defined territory, a government and the capacity to enter relations with other states. Recognition acknowledges these facts. It doesn't create them based on third-party behavior.
Breaking from this precedent, Starmer's government now argues Palestinians' rights depend entirely on another state, Israel, and on an outcome that cannot be achieved without the acquiescence of a ruthless terrorist group, Hamas.
This logic would be absurd if applied elsewhere. Could Westminster decide that France or Ireland are no longer states if Paris or Dublin misbehave? Or if the actions of Germany or Italy were deemed unacceptable? Of course not. Even after the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan, there was no question about the country's statehood. The change in regime didn't invalidate the existence of the state.
Starmer's proposition is particularly jarring given his legal background. International law has always been clear that statehood is recognized, not granted. As a former head of the Crown Prosecution Service and a human rights litigator, he should understand that Israeli military decisions, Hamas hostage policies and the whims of British parliamentarians are legally irrelevant to the question of Palestinian statehood.
This is all politics, and the calculations are transparent. France has its own domestic considerations in trying to pressure Israel. And a third of Starmer's cabinet and 130 or more Labor members of Parliament have demanded immediate action. But while Starmer's decision may be politically expedient, it undermines a broader line of argument he has frequently wielded. His attempt to placate activist constituencies is undermining his claim that there are strict legal underpinnings to global governance -- and that he is required to follow them.
He has claimed legal necessity before. He suggested that after more than 200 years, international law forced Britain to hand over the vital air base at Diego Garcia to a state whose claim to it was, at best, tenuous. And at home, Brits were told that we have no choice but to accept the asylum claims of hundreds of thousands, many of whom arrived illegally, because conventions and treaties rank their rights above secure borders. The law makes demands we simply must follow.
But Starmer has now made clear there are no stone tablets, only crude political leverage dressed up as legal principle. When he next invokes legal necessity to justify unpopular decisions against British interests, opponents will be right to question whether he is once again engaging in crude politics with the law as cover.
The concrete knock-on effects will overwhelmingly be negative. Jerusalem sees us rewarding terrorism. Washington wonders what other international legal precedents could be politicized against American allies. Moscow and Beijing welcome another wedge in the Western alliance and a weakening of the claim to a higher moral order. Even Arab allies, long invested in negotiated two-state solutions, are behind closed doors complaining about how Westminster's eagerness is letting Hamas off the hook.
But beyond realpolitik, Starmer has laid bare the emptiness of his appeals to legal authority. When legal principles are subordinated openly to political expediency, it corrodes not just international credibility, but also domestic trust. By mixing law with politics, Starmer has delivered only politics -- and revealed a worrying absence of principle at the heart of his government.
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The Post's View
Trump's desire to pick winners and losers hinders U.S. energy dominance
America needs more electricity, yet the administration is actively stymieing wind and solar power.

Transmission lines in Charles Town, West Virginia. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-04
The U.S. economy desperately needs more electricity. Demand is projected to outstrip supply in the coming years, largely due to data centers powering artificial intelligence. That leaves the government no choice: To avoid an energy crisis, it needs to supersize the nation's electrical grid.
The Trump administration, apparently, hasn't gotten the memo. Instead, it's allowing its opposition to clean energy sources, such as wind and solar, to stymie growth.
Case in point: The Energy Department's cancellation last week of a $4.9 billion loan guarantee for a major transmission project in the Midwest. The line, known as the Grain Belt Express, would cross 800 miles of farmland to deliver wind energy generated in Kansas to power more than 3 million homes in the region. This is exactly the sort of development the country needs to strengthen the grid and make use of its natural wind resources.
Yet the administration sided with NIMBYs who have long opposed the project, which has been in the works for more than a decade. The Energy Department explained in its announcement that it was "not critical for the federal government to have a role" in the project. It also claimed that the project is "unlikely" to meet the conditions required for the loan guarantee -- without clearly laying out those conditions.
Invenergy, the company behind the project, has said it will pursue private financing. Hopefully that materializes, and ideally such undertakings could happen without any government backing. But the loss of the loan guarantee poses a serious threat to both the transmission line and to the renewable energy projects that would have been built to supply it.
Such paralysis is now typical of the U.S. energy system. Despite ever-increasing demand for electricity, construction of the new transmission lines needed to deliver it has slowed to a glacial pace. That's because building the infrastructure across multiple jurisdictions is expensive and comes with painful regulatory headaches. And far too often, politics gets in the way, especially when it requires construction on privately owned land.
In 2024, only 322 miles of new high-voltage transmission lines were completed, one of the slowest annual figures in the past 15 years. An Energy Department study last year projected that, to meet the nation's energy needs most optimally, regional transmission capacity needs to double by 2050 and interregional capacity needs to rise by a factor of 3.5. That would require the nation to build more than 5,000 miles of transmission lines a year, according to Americans for a Clean Energy Grid.
Despite President Donald Trump's promises to "unleash American energy," his administration seems to be actively working against that lofty goal. This month, New York's Public Service Commission halted a new transmission line that would bring the state's offshore wind power to New York City. Why? Because Trump's executive order to stop offshore wind developments makes the power lines risky for taxpayers.
Meanwhile, the administration seems to be trying to kill solar and wind projects by a thousand bureaucratic cuts. This month, the Interior Department issued a directive requiring virtually every aspect of such developments on federal lands -- or those that pass through it via transmission lines -- to receive personal approval from Interior Secretary Doug Burgum or his deputy. That policy change came shortly after Congress passed its reconciliation package, which restricted access to tax credits for any wind and solar project that does not begin construction by July 4, 2026. A bottleneck seems to be the goal.
The administration justifies its antisolar and wind posture by arguing that other forms of energy, such as fossil fuels and nuclear, are more reliable. It also leans on national security concerns, since China controls much of the supply chain for those industries.
But these points don't stand up to scrutiny. To start, building up the renewable energy sector would help alleviate climate change in the long term, which itself would make the energy sector more reliable and boost national security.
Moreover, many European countries rely heavily on solar and wind and have not experienced the "intermittency" problems that critics warn about. No energy source is 100-percent reliable, which only underscores the need to diversify the United States' energy sector and modernize its electrical grid with more transmission lines. That would allow electricity from multiple sources to move around the country as needed.
And while China's chokehold on the renewable energy supply chain is a genuine problem, it hardly justifies giving up on these industries. China's investments in solar and wind already put the United States to shame. The answer is not to cede the technological advantage to America's most powerful adversary. It is to compete so that the U.S. can regain its edge.
The great irony here is that, for years, Republicans decried subsidies for renewable energy as the government "picking winners and losers." Now, they are embracing the same mindset they once opposed, but in the opposite direction. They are intent on making solar and wind losers; if they succeed, U.S. consumers will lose, too.
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Opinions
This isn't the same Democratic Party as Trump's first term
Polls show a base of voters who've grown more liberal and less trusting of leaders in both parties. 

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) arrive with other lawmakers for a news conference on Capitol Hill in April. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Lakshya Jain, Harrison Lavelle | 2025-08-04
Lakshya Jain and Harrison Lavelle are partners at Split Ticket, an election data analysis firm.
President Donald Trump's rise has generated much commentary on the evolving nature of the Republican base. Less discussed are the dramatic ways that the Democratic Party has changed over the same period, partly in response.
Ideologically, Democratic voters have grown more uniformly left in their outlook. Between 2016 and 2024, the percentage of Democrats self-identifying as liberal or very liberal in Gallup polling increased from /48 percent to 55 percent -- while the share of those who identify as conservative or very conservative has dropped from 15 percent to 9 percent. It's a mirror image of the increase in self-identifying conservative or very conservative Republicans under Trump, who now make up 77 percent of GOP voters, versus 70 percent in 2016.
Along with a more liberal ideological base, Democratic voters have shifted toward a more antagonistic stance toward their Republican counterparts, with less support for cooperation across the aisle.
Even as Trump's first election shocked rank-and-file Democrats and fueled a widespread "Resistance" movement, the party faithful started out more open to working with him on policy. A Pew Research survey in 2017 found that 38 percent of Democrats felt their leaders in Congress were doing too little to work with Trump, while just 6 percent felt they were doing too much outreach.
Today, this dynamic has completely changed, and Democrats are deeply underwater with their base for apparently not resisting Trump enough. In a 2025 CNN/SSRS survey, 73 percent of Democratic-leaning voters felt that Democrats in Congress were not doing enough to oppose Trump.
Perhaps for this reason, voter approval of congressional Democrats has cratered. While 2017 polling from Quinnipiac found that 54 percent of Democratic voters approved of the party's leaders in Congress, this number had plunged to 39 percent in 2025.
Democratic preferences on policy have shifted, too. For example, Gallup polling found that 61 percent of Democrats supported an independent Palestinian state in 2017, while 76 percent support it in 2025. And while some of this can be attributed to the ongoing conflict in Gaza, it is important to note that the increase in Gallup polling has actually been fairly steady, and began well before the attacks of Oct. 7, 2023.
Trump's clashes with Democrats over deportations also fit a broader long-term trend. In 2017, 80 percent of Democrats thought immigration was a net good for the country, and 35 percent wanted to see immigration to the United States increase. By 2025, 91 percent of the party's voters saw immigration as a net positive, and 44 percent wanted an increase in immigration levels.
One of the most striking shifts, however, is in Democratic voters' self-image as Americans. Democrats are significantly less likely to report being proud of America now than at any other time in recent history. In 2017, 67 percent of Democrats felt "extremely proud" or "very proud" of their country. Come 2025, this number had shrunk to just 36 percent.
For Democrats, Trump seems to be driving the phenomenon -- there were rapid dips in self-described national pride after both his election victories, with a modest rebound after his loss in between.
All in all, the data shows that Democrats simply aren't dealing with the same voter base they dealt with eight years ago. On multiple policy fronts, from immigration to foreign policy, Democrats have steadily moved left -- a reality that lines up closely with the party's changing preferences on the approach to the Trump administration. The attitudinal shift might also explain why the Democratic base is receptive to politicians like Zohran Mamdani, a self-identified Democratic socialist.
This shift may prove an ominous one for establishment Democrats, particularly as concerns about the overall age of the party's congressional leaders grow among base voters. Observers and pundits alike will be wise to remember that the Democratic Party of 2026 is not the Democratic Party of 2018, even if the midterm dynamics seem similar.
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Opinions
China is winning the trade war Trump started
On many fronts, Trump is inadvertently aiding China's anti-American dictatorship. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on March 28. (Ng Han Guan/AP)


By Max Boot | 2025-08-04
In January, President Donald Trump declared trade war on China. It gives me no pleasure to report that China -- a ruthless anti-American dictatorship -- is winning. But the evidence is inescapable.
You can see it in the economic numbers: China's economy grew by an average of 5.3 percent in the first half of the year, America's by only 1.25 percent. You can see it, too, in Trump's failure to wring significant concessions from Beijing. While most countries have acquiesced to U.S. trade bullying, China has not. In April, Trump hiked U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods to 145 percent. China retaliated with 125 percent tariffs on U.S. goods. Then President Xi Jinping ramped up the pressure by restricting exports of rare earth metals to the United States, threatening to halt production of everything from cars to fighter jets.
Trump had to back down, agreeing to cut U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods to 30 percent, while Chinese tariffs on U.S. goods were reduced to 10 percent. Tariffs remain frozen at those levels despite several rounds of Washington-Beijing talks. Trump tried to market this agreement as a "historic trade win," but it was simply a truce. It did nothing to address long-standing U.S. complaints about China's dumping of products on the world market, theft of intellectual property and other offenses.
Though the lopsided tariffs on Chinese imports might not seem so bad (until you realize they will mean higher prices for U.S. consumers), it's evident that as part of the deal -- whose details have never been released -- the Trump administration has essentially paused export controls on selling sensitive technology to China.
In July, the administration approved the sale to China of Nvidia's advanced H20 chips, which have military as well as civilian applications. A bipartisan group of national security hawks, including former Trump administration officials Matt Pottinger and David Feith, signed a letter expressing outrage: "We believe this move represents a strategic misstep that endangers the United States' economic and military edge in artificial intelligence (AI) -- an area increasingly seen as decisive in 21st-century global leadership."
The sale of the Nvidia chips is only the latest indication of Trump edging away from his confrontation with China. The administration has also blocked visits to the United States by Taiwan's president and defense minister following Beijing's objections.
While conciliating Beijing, Trump has been alienating U.S. allies in the Asia-Pacific region with his capricious tariff threats. The latest to suffer is India, a key U.S. partner in confronting China. Trump announced Wednesday that he was hitting India with 25 percent tariffs, to be followed by additional sanctions to punish India for buying oil and gas from Russia. It makes sense to pressure India to reduce its economic relationship with Russia, but these blunderbuss tariffs threaten to undo decades of efforts by American administrations, including the first Trump administration, to draw India into the U.S. orbit. Now there are signs of a reconciliation between New Delhi and Beijing.
Trump has struck agreements with other key U.S. partners in the region to tax their exports at a rate lower than he threatened in April -- but still much higher than they faced at the beginning of the year. Trump has imposed 20 percent tariffs on Vietnam and Taiwan; 19 percent on Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines; and 15 percent on Japan and South Korea.
Australia, one of America's closest allies, gets a 10 percent "baseline" tariff but 50 percent tariffs on steel, copper and aluminum and 25 percent on certain vehicles. As part of his trade negotiations, Trump has extracted vague promises from Japan and South Korea (along with the European Union) to invest hundreds of billions of dollars in the United States.
The countries that have done trade deals with Trump can breathe a sigh of relief, knowing that their situation could be much worse. But Trump's bullying is leaving hard feelings in its wake. One former Japanese trade official called the U.S. deal "humiliating," while a Japanese economist called it "completely unacceptable for Japan." That's an odd way to treat allies that the United States needs to contain China.
More broadly, Trump is helping China with his cutbacks to U.S. diplomacy, foreign aid and investment in scientific research. Secretary of State Marco Rubio has even fired the State Department staffers who coordinate the diplomatic response to China's aggression in the South China Sea.
Trump's attempts to close down Voice of America are another gift to Beijing. From Indonesia to Nigeria, Chinese state media is filling the vacuum left behind by VOA. Trump's decision to walk away from the World Health Organization and UNESCO has also opened the door for China to increase its influence in those international organizations.
Then there are Trump's plans to cut federal support for scientific research by more than 30 percent while making it harder for foreign students to attend universities in the United States. This comes as China is pouring additional billions into cutting-edge research and development. China already leads the United States in most frontier technologies, including batteries, solar panels, electric vehicles, drones, advanced optical communication systems, machine learning and high-performance computing. Trump's tariffs will do nothing to reverse these trends, while his cutbacks to R&D spending and restrictions on foreign students will only accelerate them.
China's Achilles'  heel has long been the fear it engenders with its aggressive behavior and lack of respect for other nations. Now, America is acting a lot like China and paying the price in global opinion. The Pew Research Center, in a recent survey of 24 nations, found that "views of the U.S. have turned significantly more negative over the past year, while views of China have turned slightly more positive." In the high-income countries surveyed, 32 percent now have a favorable view of China, compared with 35 percent holding a favorable view of the United States. For those of us accustomed to thinking of America as the good guy, that's a shocking convergence.
Don't get me wrong: It's a good thing Trump is backing away, at least for now, from his costly trade war with China before it inflicts inflict serious damage on the U.S. economy. And, to his credit, Trump is continuing, and even enhancing, military cooperation with U.S. allies in Asia.
But the trade war truce is only limiting the harm from Trump's policies; it isn't challenging China's growing power or enhancing U.S. competitiveness. Trump's tariff hikes, budget cuts and immigration restrictions are weakening America and inadvertently strengthening its chief rival.
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Letters to the Editor
I led U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance. Airdrops aren't how to help Gaza.
Plus: Yes, there is a literacy crisis. Here's how to solve it.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-03
Air dropping emergency food into the Gaza enclave is ludicrous, for many reasons spelled out in the July 27 front-page article "In frayed Gaza, aid airdrops take hold." From my experience as a director of the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, I can confirm that such operations are inefficient, extremely costly and dangerous.
Pushing parachutes out of aircraft is the most inequitable technique to deliver humanitarian supplies. As was proved in numerous war zones, it is the young, the strong, the fleet of foot and the heavily armed who end up with the supplies, either by getting to the pallets first or by later forced requisition. Without skilled cadres of relief workers on the ground to collect and fairly disseminate food supplies to children, schools, hospitals, the elderly, the wounded and other target populations, the latter groups lose out and continue to starve. Moreover, by thinning out aid experts on the ground, a reliance on airdrops all but guarantees Israel's worst-feared result: more diversion to militants.
In a major study on airdrops I co-authored at the Institute for Defense Analyses, researchers pointed out perhaps the main  benefit of airdropping supplies: Beyond making donor countries feel good, the benefit is that the grotesque costs and inefficiencies of air operations might help get the trucks rolling again.
Jim Kunder, Alexandria
The writer is a former deputy administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development.
The July 30 news article "Starmer vows to recognize Palestinian state unless Israel shifts Gaza policy" revealed a deeply troubling policy shift by Britain's Labour Party.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer's declaration that Britain could recognize a Palestinian state unilaterally and without any regard for Israel's security concerns or the terrorist infrastructure entrenched in Gaza and the West Bank is not diplomacy. It sends a signal that violence and intransigence are rewarded on the world stage.
This proposed recognition comes even as Hamas remains embedded in civilian populations, holding hostages and is rearming with the aid of Iran. Starmer offered no criteria for what kind of state Britain would recognize, nor did he address the fact that the Palestinian Authority lacks legitimacy, democratic accountability and control.
One would want more from Britain, a country that has the historical perspective to know the dangers of appeasing aggressors and undermining allies. Starmer's position ignores Israel's security imperatives and undermines decades of international consensus that any resolution must be negotiated, not imposed.
Britain should be supporting peace rooted in realism and mutual recognition.
Stephen M. Flatow, New York
The writer is president of the Religious Zionists of America-Mizrachi.
Paul Thomas in his July 30 Wednesday Opinion commentary, "There is no reading crisis in the U.S. Here's what's really happening.," was wrong to minimize America's "reading crisis" and even more wrong when he faulted the National Assessment of Educational Progress for setting the standards too high on its key tests.
I served on the National Assessment Governing Board when those standards were established in the early 1990s. We set three benchmarks called "achievement levels" for every round of testing in every subject that NAEP tracks, which in reading (and math) Congress requires every two years for grades four and eight.
We dubbed those benchmarks "basic," "proficient" and "advanced," and declared that proficient be the standard that every young American should meet. We acknowledged that it was an aspirational standard, not intended to represent what's commonly thought of as "grade level." "Grade level" standards vary greatly and typically represent a minimum passing level rather than an optimal level of student learning. Thomas is correct that "grade level" in many places corresponds to NAEP basic, not NAEP proficient. But that's what's wrong: "Grade level" is a very low standard for America to aspire to for its children.
Students performing at the NAEP proficient level, according to the governing board, have demonstrated competency over challenging material, including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations and analytical skills. Isn't that what Americans should want for their children?
Using that standard, we do indeed have a literacy crisis. In the spring of 2022, just 33 percent of fourth graders were proficient (or better) readers, down from 35 percent in 2019, and that was true of just 31 percent of eighth graders (down from 34 percent in 2019).
I call that a literacy catastrophe. Thomas is wrong to try to lower the nation's expectations.
Chester E. Finn Jr., Washington
The writer is president emeritus and distinguished senior fellow at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.
In his July 30 Wednesday Opinion commentary declaring there is no reading crisis in America, Paul Thomas made a critical error deeply rooted in American history: minimizing hard truths about systemic inequities by casting doubt on the data that reveal them.
For generations, our country has ignored, cherry-picked or manipulated data to deny crises disproportionately affecting marginalized communities. The government's delayed recognition of the AIDS epidemic, the underreporting of police brutality, and the discrediting of data showing dangerous lead levels in children in Flint, Michigan, are all examples of a similar playbook: When the data reveals that systems are failing the most underserved, too many blame the metric.
We cannot afford to do that now -- not when the ability to read is foundational to success in school, the workforce and our democracy.
The National Assessment of Educational Progress is not perfect, but it is the gold standard for measuring student achievement across states and over time. We could debate whether the bar for "proficiency" is too high, but the data is unambiguous: Fewer students are getting the necessary supports to meet that mark today than a decade ago, including students of color.
The good news is that we know a lot about what works. Thomas rightly urged us to focus on opportunity gaps, and he's correct that grade retention is not the answer. But rather than search for the perfect assessment, we must use the best data we can get to demand comprehensive and sustainable changes that ensure that all schools have the resources required to use rigorous, diverse materials and evidence-based instructional practices to teach every child to read.
Allison Rose Socol, Silver Spring
The writer is vice president of P-12 policy, practice and research at EdTrust.
Paul Thomas was correct that the "proficiency" standard on the National Assessment of Educational Progress sets a higher bar than the "grade level" standard on state tests. However, state standards are notoriously manipulable, which is why the NAEP has been considered a far more reliable measure of reading ability, wherever the bar is set.
Even if we take the NAEP "basic" measure as the appropriate standard, the fact that one-third of all students fall below that bar does constitute a reading crisis, especially given that we've made no progress in decreasing that proportion in decades. In addition, the one-third figure reflects an overall average. Among eighth-graders whose parents lack any college education, 44 percent score below basic, as do 52 percent of fourth-graders whose families are poor enough to qualify them for a free or reduced lunch.
Thomas cited a study to argue that grade retention produces only short-term benefits on state reading test scores. In fact, it found that the positive effects of any early literacy policy fade out by middle school. One likely reason is that elementary schools, by focusing only on phonics and practice in reading comprehension skills, are failing to build the knowledge students need to understand the texts they encounter at higher grade levels. That narrow focus also explains the gap in reading test scores between students at the upper and lower ends of the socioeconomic spectrum. Children from more highly educated families are probably picking up academic knowledge at home, boosting their comprehension ability.
Phonics is crucial in narrowing test score gaps, but to truly address the nation's reading crisis and level the playing field, all schools need to adopt content-rich, knowledge-building curriculums beginning in early elementary grades.
Natalie Wexler, Washington
The writer is author of  "The Knowledge Gap" and "Beyond the Science of Reading."
I was dismayed, though not surprised, to read the July 26 news article "National Park Service is enlisted to fight 'corrosive ideology.'" The article noted that the National Park Service conducted a review of books sold at its gift shops, looking to potentially remove ones that run counter to Trump-approved ideals.
The article noted that one book flagged for possible removal referenced George Washington as "an enslaver." Another book, "Wives, Slaves, and Servant Girls: Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers 1770-1783," was flagged, the Park Service said, "out of an abundance of caution."
Caution? Where is the danger in learning facts about our country's history? And Washington was an enslaver. It is a shameful fact that he owned human beings. He also set a model for future presidents to peacefully hand over power.
History is good and bad, but it is what it is. The Trump administration's attempts to whitewash history are dangerous. One wonders what future historians will write, not just about Trump but also about those who failed to stand up to his directives.
Diane B. Norton, Fairfax
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Opinions
America is becoming a nation of homebodies
And there are costs to our isolation.

(Abby Ouellette/For The Washington Post)


By Diana Lind | 2025-08-03
Diana Lind is author of the New Urban Order Substack and a recent visiting fellow at the Center for Economy and Society at Johns Hopkins University..
Americans recognize that we're meeting up with our friends less and less overall, and there's usually an easy target to blame: Our phones. But there's another culprit increasingly showing up in the data: our homes.
Americans now spend an average of 99 more minutes at home each day than they did in 2003, while this generation of 15 to 24 year olds spends 124 more minutes at home than their counterparts two decades ago. Meanwhile, just 30 percent of Americans spent time socializing and communicating in person on an average day, down from 38 percent in 2014, according to the American Time Use Survey.
Add it up, and we're voluntarily spending an extra covid lockdown worth of time each year in the house -- more than three weeks. This excess home time has received markedly little attention compared to the ills of social media and screen time. Our quiet descent into hermitage demands more discussion, more research and a dedicated policy response.
There are plenty of healthy activities available at home, of course, from playing with your children to pursuing a hobby. But there are also consequences to our homebody lifestyle. Time in the house is more likely to be time spent alone and sedentary, triggering two of Americans' biggest mental and physical health problems -- social isolation and lack of exercise.
Screens surely explain some of our turn inward, but not all of it. For example, men are spending a record 100 minutes per day on household activities, including a 50 percent increase in time spent cooking since 2003. And if our phones, tablets, and video games are as insidious as they're often portrayed, then part of the solution needs to be finding real-life environments and activities that can compete for attention with apps and streaming services at home.
Living in a place that's easy to walk around, with plenty to do, is one thing that we know helps. Neighborhoods are one of the five key social determinants of health tracked by federal health agencies. Research has found that people who live in walkable neighborhoods are 1.5 times more likely to meet their daily recommended level of physical activity and they also engage in more frequent social interactions. Another study found that people who move to a walkable neighborhood are more likely to feel as though they could rely on their neighbors for help and to report that their community feels close-knit.
But walkable neighborhoods are becoming more rare: Less than 2 percent of America's metropolitan areas consist of spaces where people can easily move their bodies and make or maintain social connections. And for those who want these features, they're often prohibitively expensive. The more affordable exurbs, where getting to walkable amenities is more difficult and time consuming, are some of the fastest growing parts of the country.  Sprawling Sun Belt cities and suburbs, often designed for driving from place to place, are booming.
Beyond the problems of American urban planning, people are finding fewer reasons to leave home, given that digital businesses are replacing in-person visits to the store. For example, monthly online grocery sales have quadrupled to more than $8 billion since 2019, and at the same time eliminated yet another reason to leave home. And since the pandemic, thousands of destinations -- from churches to movie theaters -- have closed. According to the Survey Center on American Life, only 54 percent of Americans in 2025 have a "third place" they frequent, such as a coffeehouse or bar, down from 67 percent in 2019, and that number is still declining even after the pandemic ended. The place where everyone knows your name -- the bar from "Cheers," the diner from "Seinfeld," the coffeehouse from "Friends" -- is more and more an anachronism.
This "great retreat" for the sake of convenience, cost-saving and a lack of in-person options not only worsens individuals' health, but poisons our society by dividing Americans into three tiers: those who can afford homes in amenity-filled neighborhoods where easily accessible in-person experiences are just another privilege; those who have to choose between isolating days of digital life and work or grinding drives to access people and places in person; and those without stable housing, whether due to finances or disasters such as the recent Los Angeles fires, who are more excluded than ever from a society that's happening behind closed doors.
What can we do about it? For starters, we can make maintaining our local public institutions an urgent priority. In many cases, we've failed to adequately support pieces of our social infrastructure, from public transportation to parks and libraries, or have let them become synonymous with social disorder. Staying in has become the seemingly rational choice. We should recast these public places as an investment not just for poorer people but for everyone, especially since more educated and affluent Americans also spend the most time at home.
We can also make it easier for the private sector to do its part in reviving our social life. We should make brick-and-mortar businesses as easy to set up as a website and rethink permitting and licensing requirements that have dissuaded the recent entrepreneurial boom from showing up in our downtowns. We should build more housing in amenity-rich neighborhoods and remove the many regulatory barriers so fewer people need to choose between their health and their wealth.
But it all starts with changing how we view the outside world on a personal level. We should treat "getting out" as a necessary health intervention rather than an optional luxury or a work burden. This might mean budgeting time and money differently, recognizing that the cheapest and easiest option -- staying in -- is costing us something else. Our health and our communities are worth the extra effort.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Heat mostly holds off this week but humidity rises
High temperatures hover in the 80s for much of the week.

(Kit Case)


By Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-08-04
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Lots of sun with temperatures rising through the 60s and 70s this morning. Afternoon highs reach the mid-80s for most.
What's next? Tomorrow's a lot like today. Between Wednesday and Saturday, expect more clouds, it turns more humid and we may have to dodge some showers at times. But, overall, early August could be much worse.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C. area is feeling toll of federal spending cuts. These charts show how.
The economic ripple effect of federal spending cuts -- across employment, consumer spending, housing and more -- captured in six charts.

Former U.S. federal government employees attend a job fair at the Kellogg Conference Hotel in March. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Federica  Cocco, Olivia George | 2025-08-04
The Washington region's economy is starting to wobble, with the disproportionate impacts of federal budget cuts compared to the rest of the country becoming harder to ignore.
From surging unemployment claims to shrinking contractor work to a pullback in local consumer spending, signs of strain are emerging across key sectors that once helped prop up the region. Amid concerns about slowing national economic growth, the Trump administration's overhaul of the federal workforce, including the elimination of thousands of federal jobs, is being acutely felt in a national capital region that was already struggling to recover from the impacts of the pandemic.
Here are six charts that capture the economic ripple effect -- across employment, consumer spending, housing and more.
In May, D.C.'s unemployment rate was 5.9 percent -- the highest in more than three years.
The number of federal workers turning to unemployment insurance is climbing steadily, with claims rising 64 percent between February and June -- from 1,064 to 1,747. That surge is starting to show up in the city's bottom line: In June alone, D.C. paid out more than $2.5 million in federal civilian jobless benefits, a sharp jump from earlier in the spring.
Maryland saw a similar spike, with payments nearly doubling since April. In Virginia's Fairfax County, unemployment has reached levels not seen since mid-2021.
And there's still another shoe to drop.
The federal government is paying more than 154,000 people nationwide not to work as part of the Trump administration's deferred resignation program. Terminated federal workers have also described lengthy delays in accessing paperwork necessary to file for unemployment. Calls and emails to former bosses and human resources officials have gone unanswered, some say. The bureaucratic morass, ongoing legal battles, and deferred resignation plan -- which incentivized federal workers to quit but still be paid through Sept. 30 -- means unemployment data is probably not yet capturing the scale of the workforce cuts.
Layoffs tracked through Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act notices are rapidly climbing. The federal WARN Act requires large employers to give advance notice before mass layoffs, offering an early signal of job market stress. So far this year, the D.C. region has recorded more WARN-notice layoffs than in any year outside the pandemic, with nearly 10,000 workers cut as of July -- more than the total of the last two years combined. While the data mostly reflects private-sector job losses, it underscores how quickly layoffs are accelerating.
In the last six weeks alone, at least 550 workers were laid off due to cutbacks at government contractors or organizations heavily reliant on federal funding, according to a Washington Post analysis.
"With less job growth, we don't expect the region to be as robust, attracting population and residents," said Fitzroy Lee, D.C.'s chief economist.
Consumer spending in D.C. is also starting to slip. Washingtonians are cutting back on things like dining out, clothing, and beauty products -- and they're doing so more sharply than people in other big cities. In June, spending at full-service restaurants was down 9 percent compared with the prior year, a steeper drop than in places like Atlanta, Boston and Miami.
The same pattern shows up in categories like apparel and entertainment, pointing to a local slowdown even as spending elsewhere holds steadier.
The D.C. Office of Revenue Analysis is forecasting a rare population dip in 2027 -- a 0.2 percent decline -- along with shrinking tax collections. In June, the city revised its tax revenue outlook for 2026 from one of growth to decline. The city expects only modest growth in 2027, with property and business taxes still lagging.
The local economy has nonetheless recently shown signs of strength. This year, income and corporate taxes are coming in higher than expected, Lee said, a sign the local economy still has some momentum. But he warns that the good news may not last, especially with fewer people expected to reside -- and spend -- in the city.
As demand for housing softens, the city expects property tax collections, usually one of its most stable revenue sources, to fall for a second straight year.
Much of this is tied to the mass layoffs in the federal government and among its contractors, a shift that's rippling through the city's tax base. And it raises bigger questions: If government is no longer D.C.'s economic engine, what comes next?
"D.C. is a company town, and the company is the federal government. So if you take that out of the equation -- if government is no longer the calling card -- what replaces it?" said Yesim Sayin, director of the D.C. Policy Center economic research group. "What's the city's next engine for growth?"
Predictably, with uncertainty looming, the real estate picture is starting to shift.
"We still have a shortage, meaning there is more demand for housing than supply," Lee said. "And with that, the prices go up."
But inventory is climbing, a sign that fewer buyers are competing for homes. At the same time, new apartment construction is tapping the brakes -- about 8,000 units went up in the first quarter of 2025, well below the usual 12,000 to 16,000 seen in recent quarters.
The leisure and hospitality industry has been one of the few bright spots in D.C.'s economy, with employment steadily climbing and nearly reaching pre-pandemic levels. But the tourism picture remains underwhelming. The WorldPride celebration in June, expected to deliver a major boost to the city's hotels and restaurants, failed to lift occupancy beyond 72 percent -- the same as last year, according to CoStar. According to the city's chief financial officer, air passenger traffic also declined in April, the most recent month the data is available, suggesting that broader travel to the region remains sluggish.
"What has given us hope so far," Lee said, "is that jobs in leisure and hospitality are still holding up." But he cautioned that international travel remains weak, and the sector is "still not back to full strength."
Despite adding more than 2,000 jobs in May, employment in leisure and hospitality is still below pre-pandemic capacity, and sales tax collections have begun to slow. That, Lee said, is a growing concern for the city's fiscal outlook.
This article has been updated to include additional context about the national economic picture.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
New panda marks a birthday here for the first time 
Bao Li, one of the two new giant pandas at the National Zoo, will celebrate his fourth birthday there on Monday. The zoo said he will be given a special "panda cake." 

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Martin Weil | 2025-08-04
He will be 4 years old on Monday, and his birthday is to be celebrated at his home in D.C. in a way that seems relatively modest, given the great interest in him as well as his significance in such areas as world diplomacy and wildlife conservation.
The party will be in the morning, at 9 a.m. -- a time not usually associated with uproarious festivities.

Giant panda Bao Li makes his public debut along with Qing Bao at the Smithsonian's National Zoo in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 24. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


A carefully made cake will be presented, but it is one that seems to include only healthier, scientifically approved sorts of ingredients.
The celebration is for Bao Li, one of the two young giant pandas who have made their homes currently at the Smithsonian National Zoo since being flown here nine months ago from China, the homeland of the relatively rare, but highly charismatic species. The other is Qing Bao.
They are covered in black and white fur, and seem to emanate a cuteness and cuddliness that make them inherently magnetic attractions in the relatively small number of zoos outside of China that exhibit them.
One of the purposes of their presence here is to produce, when they are biologically ready, new members of their vulnerable species. Panda reproduction is a difficult and delicate process at which the zoo has become relatively expert.
The National Zoo has been identified with pandas since two arrived here during the Nixon administration, and helped betoken the reopening of relations between the United States and China.
Although many casual zoogoers may see all pandas as almost identical in their roly-poly, bicolor way, they are not; keepers have found Bao Li distinctive in his sociability and the quantity of his vocalizations.
"No other panda we've had is as talkative as Bao Li," said panda keeper Mariel Lally in a recent statement. "It's part of what makes him special."
However, talkative in Bao Li's case means vocal and not verbal. So Bao Li has not specified in words what he might wish for on his birthday.
However, zookeepers appear confident the cake that will be presented to him is one that will be to his taste.
In a social media message announcing the birthday exercises, the zoo said its animal care team will present Bao Li with a "custom, panda-friendly 'cake' made with some of his favorite foods."
Those foods were not specified, but in the past, panda cakes have been concocted from such seeming staples as apples, carrots, sweet potatoes and pears, along with frozen fruit juices. And leaf-eater biscuits.
The zoo operates a "panda cam," a TV feed that it said will show the event for those unable to attend.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Maryland mom whose kids went missing in 2014 is re-indicted on murder charges
Catherine Hoggle, 38, remains held in the Montgomery County Correctional Facility charged with two counts of murder after being arrested on Friday. 

Catherine Hoggle, Jacob Hoggle and Sarah Hoggle. (Montgomery County Police)


By Dan Morse | 2025-08-04
A Maryland woman whose young children went missing in 2014 -- leading to murder charges against her that were later dismissed -- has been indicted again in their deaths, Montgomery County prosecutors and the woman's attorney said Sunday.
Catherine Hoggle, 38, remains held in the Montgomery County Correctional Facility charged with two counts of murder after being arrested on Friday. She is scheduled to appear in court Monday, according to the Montgomery County State's Attorney's Office.
The new charges are the latest turn in twisting case marked by the  disappearances of a 2-year-old and 3-year-old; Hoggle's longtime battle with mental illness; and the conclusion reached long ago by police and prosecutors that the children would never be found alive because Hoggle allegedly killed them.
Hoggle's attorney, David Felsen, said Sunday that he will seek her release and seek to have the charges dismissed. Over the course of the case, Hoggle was held beyond the five-year limit that someone in her condition can be detained without  facing trial. Felsen said there is nothing about the new indictment that should change the five-year cutoff.
"We believe that she cannot be held, given she was already held under a finding of incompetency to stand trial for eight years," Felsen said.
When the case began 11 years ago, three people were reported missing -- the two children and Hoggle. But after several days, on Sept. 12, 2014, Hoggle was found walking by herself down a street in Germantown. She was arrested and at first held on child neglect and obstruction charges.

A 2014 photo of Troy Turner in the room of his daughter, Sarah Hoggle. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Hoggle was determined to be mentally incompetent to stand trial and transferred to a maximum-security state psychiatric hospital. She was indicted in 2017 on two counts of murder  and continued to stay at the Clifton T. Perkins Hospital in Howard County.
In 2022, Montgomery County Circuit Judge James Bonifant, citing the five-year law, ordered the charges dropped. But as he did so, Bonifant ordered Hoggle to remain  in a psychiatric hospital under Maryland's civil commitment procedures.
"She has been diagnosed with schizophrenia, major depressive disorder and general anxiety disorder," Bonifant said at the time. "She suffers from chronic symptoms of impaired judgment, poor insight, paranoia and disorganized thinking. Without the structure and stability of a hospital setting, she would be a danger to herself or others."
Hoggle was released from Perkins on July 23, according to the Montgomery State's Attorney's Office. She was arrested on Friday in Maryland's Kent County, the office said. It is not clear exactly where Hoggle was staying in Kent County. But Felsen said that while there, she was still receiving medical care and was being supervised under her civil commitment order.
The children's father, Troy Turner, who spent years organizing searches for the children,  Jacob and Sarah, also has said he believes Hoggle killed them.
Prosecutors have suggested in court filings that Hoggle, whose IQ was once tested as above average at 135, had exaggerated the extent of her mental illness to avoid facing a jury. And the county's top prosecutor, John McCarthy, vowed in 2022 that Hoggle would be recharged if she were ever released from a hospital.
"As long as I'm state's attorney," McCarthy said, "if she is ever deemed safe enough to be released, and gets out, I will recharge her with two counts of first-degree murder."
Bonifant in 2022 spoke about the fundamental fairness of not putting people on trial who can't adequately speak with their attorneys to help defend themselves. He cited legal principles going back to 1790, when a court held that "no man shall be called upon to make his defense at a time when his mind is in that situation as not to appear capable of doing so."
Felsen has long said his client's thinking was far too delusional and tangential to discuss legal proceedings or participate in a trial.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Tonight and Monday look clear, calm and comfortable
Enjoy the tranquility before clouds and shower chances return midweek

(Jeannie In D.C./Jeannie In D.C./CWG Flickr)


By A. Camden Walker, Molly Robey, Jason Samenow, Martin Weil | 2025-08-03
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A slow decrease this evening in the few clouds and breezes, with temps dropping from the comfortable 70s. Lows tonight aim for 60 to 65.
What's next? Stable high pressure remains anchored over us to start the workweek. This keeps us dry and comfortable through Tuesday. Shower chances may return by Tuesday night or Wednesday.
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Immigration
He left Iran 40 years ago. He may be deported to Romania. Or Australia.
Handcuffed outside his Maryland home while walking his dog, Reza Zavvar is among a surging number of immigrants arrested with standing court orders barring deportation to their native countries.

Firouzeh Firouzabadi looks at a photo of her son, Reza Zavvar, as his dog, Duke, rests on July 18 in Gaithersburg, Maryland. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


By Erin Cox | 2025-08-04
Sharp knocks on the front door interrupted Firouzeh Firouzabadi's Saturday morning coffee. On the porch of her suburban Maryland home were two law enforcement agents and a very familiar pit bull mix named Duke.
"Can you take this dog?" Firouzabadi recalled one of the men saying. "I said, 'This is my son's dog. Where is he?' They wouldn't say."
At that moment, her adult son, Reza Zavvar, was handcuffed in the back of an SUV parked two houses down in the Gaithersburg neighborhood where the Iranian-born family has lived since 2009 -- apprehended, he later said, that late June day by at least five federal immigration agents in tactical gear who told Zavvar they had been waiting for him to take Duke out for his regular morning walk.
More than a month later, Zavvar, 52, remains in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody, part of a surge of arrests of immigrants with standing court orders barring their deportation to their native countries.
The Trump administration has increasingly turned to sending people to third countries. In court papers, ICE said it plans to send Zavvar to Australia or Romania. He has no ties to either place.
Zavvar left Tehran alone when he was 12, arriving in Virginia in 1985 on a student visa secured by his parents as a way to escape eventual conscription into the Iranian army. He eventually received U.S. asylum, and then a green card.
His family joined him and they settled in Maryland, but in his 20s, Zavvar's guilty pleas in two misdemeanor marijuana possession cases jeopardized his immigration status. In 2007, an immigration judge issued a withholding of removal order, determining it was unsafe for Zavvar to return to Iran. He built a life, went to college and has been working as a white-collar recruiter for a consulting firm.
But now, President Donald Trump's ramped-up immigration enforcement has left families like Zavvar's with what feels like a random and sudden disappearance, facing an unpredictable road ahead as the administration deploys tactics in ways immigration lawyers say they haven't seen before.
Vanessa Dojaquez-Torres, counsel at the nonprofit American Immigration Lawyers Association, said the organization's 18,000 members have reported a rapid expansion of clients being similarly detained, shifting the role of such withholding of removal orders from a protection against deportation into a tool for delivering one.
The federal statute that created those withholding orders, passed by Congress in the 1990s under the international Convention Against Torture, allows deportation  to a third country, but it has rarely happened. On paper, "it had always been a possibility" the government could use such orders to deport someone to a third country, Dojaquez-Torres said. "But this is the first time it's happened on such a large scale."

Portions of Zavvar's deportation documents, which have been partly redacted because they contain identifying numbers. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


Shortly after the U.S. bombed Iranian nuclear facilities on June 22, the Trump administration began publicizing enforcement against Iranian nationals -- people with and without criminal convictions.
The Department of Homeland Security highlighted the arrests of 11 Iranian nationals whose records included drug charges, convictions of child abuse or gun crimes, along with allegations that one was a former Iranian Army sniper and that another had ties to the terrorist group Hezbollah. The agency also detained a married Iranian couple who are Louisiana State University students with pending U.S. asylum applications, arrested in June after a ruse led them to waiting ICE agents. An Iranian father in Oregon, accused of overstaying his visa, was detained outside his son's preschool in July.
In response to questions about Zavvar's case, DHS spokeswoman Tricia McLaughlin described him as "a criminal illegal alien from Iran" and offered no explanation for his detainment beyond enforcing the 2007 order.
The agency did not respond when asked whether Zavvar fit the characterization it used for other Iranian nationals detained under an effort of "keeping known and suspected terrorists out of American communities." In the habeas corpus case filed in Maryland's U.S. district court that Zavvar's lawyer filed to seek his release, the U.S. government has not made any allegations against him besides the marijuana possession charges.
"Under President Trump and Secretary [Kristi L.] Noem, if you break the law, you will face the consequences," McLaughlin said in a statement. "Criminal illegal aliens are not welcome in the U.S."

Firouzabadi keeps a plain manila folder gathered by Zavvar's family and friends as their evidence he belongs in the United States. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


Everyone else in the family, besides Zavvar, became U.S. citizens three decades ago, his mother said. Firouzabadi, 73, stays at home most days, strategizing how to deal with an upended life.
"Just, why?" she asked from her living room recently, Duke at her feet. "I just hope no mother experiences this. The unknown is killing me."
In a plain manila folder, she keeps everything Zavvar's family and friends gathered as their evidence he belongs in the United States.
She flips through photos as if auditioning which best demonstrates his worthiness to strangers: a smiling boy in Tehran or on the high school football team one town over from where they now live? Maybe with her, pinning something to his chest at the eighth-grade graduation from the military boarding school in Virginia that sponsored his first visa back in 1985?
Firouzabadi said her son's sudden absence awoke a grief she hasn't known since her husband, Zavvar's father, died of an aggressive pancreatic cancer in 1997. Zavvar was 24. "He became the man of the house," she said.
"I don't want to compare that situation to this, but I am going through the same thing: devastation," she said.
She shuffled through letters that supporters dropped off to help his case. One neighbor explains Zavvar was to kind to animals. Another points out he brings the newspaper to the porch of a woman unable to leave her house.

Firouzabadi places her hand over old photos of Zavvar. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


In May, Zavvar and Duke left behind a nearby apartment and moved into the family home to help his mom and uncle care for his grandmother who, at 94, has dementia.
Zavvar insisted on the move, his mother says, after she called him to quickly come over and lift up the older woman after a fall. Firouzabadi smiled as she said he also calms her down when the frustrations of dealing with dementia boil over.
"That's why he's my backbone," she said.
When Israel launched strikes on Iran on June 12 and then the U.S. bombed her home country's nuclear facilities 10 days later, Firouzabadi braced herself for the impact on extended family in Iran. "We were worried about them, mostly, not about us," she said.
The worry shifted to Zavvar, as his friends and extended family reach for anything that could help.
Someone hired a dog walker to handle all 60 pounds of Duke a few times a day. An uncle drove an hour each way to the ICE holding facility in Baltimore to deliver warmer clothes, which were turned away. A family friend arranged an interview with a local television station. Food keeps coming.
"We need to convince the authorities that, hey, he's a pure American boy," said his older sister, Maryam Zavar, who spells her Americanized last name differently than her brother. "He's been here since he was 12 -- the past 40 years," his sister continued. "All his family's here. We're all here. We're not going anywhere."
Zavvar was the first person in his immediate family to move to the United States.
In 1985, his parents secured a student visa and enrolled him at Linton Hall Military School in Northern Virginia. The family said it paid $28,000 for Zavvar's seventh- and eighth-grade schooling, a way to spare him from being conscripted into the Iranian army during the height of the conservative Islamic regime's eight-year war with Iraq.
"They were trying to save him," his sister said.
Zavvar spoke only Farsi, but he knew the English word "car" and already had a love of the Washington area's football team. His father fallen for the team, now called the Commanders, when he was a student in the U.S. in the late 1960s, and he exported the fandom to Tehran when he returned there, Maryam Zavar said.
Firouzabadi immigrated from Iran two years after Zavvar, leaving her daughter and husband behind for a few years. She enrolled her son at Walter Johnson High School in Bethesda, Maryland, and applied for his green card. She got her first job ever, in a department store, learned English and became a U.S. citizen in the mid-1990s.
After graduation, in his 20s, Zavvar faced legal trouble a few times.
In 1994, he pleaded guilty to possession of a controlled substance in Maryland, paid a $100 fine for the marijuana-related charge and served a year's probation, according to court records. In 1998, he pleaded guilty to attempted possession of marijuana in D.C. and paid a $50 fine.
Separately, in 1996, a female acquaintance asked a judge for a civil protective order against him. The court, which classified the request as a domestic violence dispute, denied it. No criminal charges were filed.
In 2004, Zavvar spent five months in Iran trying to sell the Tehran home in which he grew up, his family said. When he returned to the U.S., immigration agents at Dulles International Airport noticed that the FBI had flagged the cannabis charges, which ultimately triggered deportation proceedings that stretched for three years, according to court records.
Unlike now, Zavvar during that time had been granted bail and was free to live and work in the U.S. until the case was resolved in 2007, with a judge issuing an order barring his removal to Iran.

Firouzabadi immigrated from Iran to the U.S. two years after Zavvar, in the 1980s. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


Now, that same order is the basis of the Trump administration's claim that Zavvar should be deported -- just not to Iran -- and its argument that he should have chosen to settle in another country.
"Zavvar had almost 20 years to self-deport and leave the U.S.," said McLaughlin, the DHS spokeswoman.
Until recently, the U.S. government rarely tried to deport people to countries where they were not citizens or recent residents. An American Immigration Council analysis of data from the 2017 fiscal year, for example, found that 1.6 percent of the 1,274 people granted withholding of removal orders that year were deported to third countries.
"They weren't going to just roll up on some guy walking his dog in the suburbs," Zavvar's lawyer, Ava Benach, said about how ICE previously treated such orders. In this case, the agency used the order to detain Zavvar in Texas facility for more than a month.
"The idea that I may have to go to Texas about the deportation of an Iranian man to Romania is something I have never contemplated in 30 years of immigration law," she said. "It's just so far outside the bounds of anticipated reality that it's hard to get your head around."
On Sunday, after this story published online, Benach was notified Zavvar was now in an Ohio jail. No explanation was given for his transfer.
The embassies of Romania and Australia did not respond to requests for comment on whether they have agreed to accept Zavvar.
Firouzabadi has tried to visualize her son's experience, but all the images she conjured were just scenes from the "Orange is the New Black" TV show he used to tease her for watching, she said.
Every day of his detention in Texas, Zavvar calls briefly from the dorms. He brushes off his mom's questions about conditions there. She hasn't mentioned she's lost 10 pounds.
She cajoles him to meditate, warns him to conduct himself safely and threatens to put Duke up for adoption if he doesn't listen to her advice.
"I keep telling Reza maybe something good comes out of it, and you use this quiet time for you," she said.

Firouzabadi clutches a picture of Zavvar. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


He and his sister didn't tell their mother he once abruptly ended a call when a fight broke out, telling his sister: "I have to go sit in a corner and not get caught up in it."
He urges his mom to rejoin the Persian singing groups she's been skipping. He tells her to find a way to have fun. Firouzabadi's been turning down her friends' offers to get out of the house, she said.
"I feel like if I leave home, I'm losing control," she said. "What if he calls?"
As she spoke, a robotic voice on her cellphone announced, "unknown caller."
"That's him!" she said.
Duke perked up when she put Zavvar on speaker phone.
"My only fear is that they will wrongfully deport me at any second without letting my lawyer know, or anybody else, and send me to a third country that I don't know," Zavvar said in a pay-by-the-minute call from Texas.
He said he noticed a beige sedan with tinted windows parked on his block that June morning a few seconds before a man wearing "ICE POLICE" body armor stepped out of it, asking if his dog was friendly. As more agents surrounded him, he said, "I kept asking him, 'Why are you guys doing this?' And they wouldn't answer me."
He said he wished he'd applied for citizenship when he was younger, but it seemed like something he would get to eventually. He said he didn't know 27 years ago that pleading guilty to cannabis charges could trigger a deportation and make him ineligible for citizenship; the judge didn't tell him, and he didn't have a lawyer then, he said.
In the detention dorm, he plays cards or chess with a handful of other Iranian men. He tries to walk around and watches the news. He said he talks with as many people as possible about the circumstances, taking notes and writing about his experiences.
"I get a little bit of what they're trying to do," he said of the Trump administration, "but I think how they're going about it is wrong. It's kind of like going out to sea and trying to fish for a certain type of fish and throwing a wide net into it and just gathering up every kind of fish. And then, in time, sorting through them to see what fish they can find."
He said he sleeps during the early half of the day, when it's slightly quieter. "I miss silence. I haven't had any silence in three weeks. It's constant noise in this place," he said.
After he hung up, Firouzabadi cried. She said she tries to visualize his return. She sees him dropping to the living room carpet to play with Duke, the hug she'll give him, the party she'll throw in the driveway, the slap she'll deliver for all the trouble he caused.
His bare-bones studio apartment in the basement is how he left it. Every night, Duke sleeps on his bed. Every morning, she goes down and remakes it, just in case.
Juan Benn Jr. contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/08/03/immigration-arrests-third-country-removals/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
She owes a private school $27,000. Her daughter never attended.
In a region with one of nation's highest private school enrollment rates, there's a side not often talked about: the lawsuits. 

Bianca Johnson and Teagan enjoy a park near their home. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Brittany Shammas | 2025-08-03
The single mother stood alone before the judge, trying to convince him she shouldn't have to pay for an education her child never received.
Money was tight for Bianca Johnson, who was balancing a full-time job as an after-school care director with a full load of college classes in pursuit of a teaching career, and she had been counting on financial aid when she signed a contract to enroll her daughter at Sandy Spring Friends School. The private Quaker school, on a leafy campus in suburban Maryland, seemed like a perfect fit for her daughter, Teagan, a bubbly preschooler who was already starting to sound out words.
But when no aid became available by last August, Johnson reluctantly chose to keep her daughter in a YMCA program covered by a voucher. She was disappointed but thought the educational opportunity was all her family would lose.
Then came the bill.
Sandy Spring Friends told her she owed $21,302.53 in tuition and fees, citing the agreement she'd signed. When she said she couldn't pay, the school sued, tacking on 18 percent interest.
Which was how the 37-year-old mom of one ended up in a Montgomery County courthouse on a Wednesday in April, missing a day of work and classes to make an argument she'd carefully rehearsed at home. Sandy Spring Friends was accusing her of failing to pay for her child's education, Johnson told the judge, "but there was never an education or benefit conferred to my child." She pointed out that she had never paid the deposit the school said was required to confirm enrollment, emphasizing that she could never have afforded tuition without help.
With her, she carried a printout showing her bank account balance on the day of her court appearance: negative $140.
Toward the end of the 38-minute hearing on April 16, District Judge John Moffett praised Johnson for all the effort she had poured into her daughter's education, telling her: "Kudos to you."
"I tried," she responded quietly.
In the Washington region, private school enrollment rates are among the highest in the nation, with a long list of highly ranked -- and highly sought-after -- schools. But behind the polished images of those institutions is a side not often seen: the lawsuits. Some schools have pursued high-stakes legal battles in search of lost tuition dollars, with cases at times leading to garnished wages and life-altering debt. Many are fairly straightforward cases of a family not paying after their child attended classes. But others are against parents who withdrew their children or never sent them for reasons that include bullying and out-of-state moves. In some cases, court records show, schools have gone after families who were granted financial assistance for attendance. In others, they have targeted parents who had not joined their ex-spouses in signing an enrollment contract.
In a search of court databases in D.C. and its Maryland and Virginia suburbs, The Washington Post found private schools have filed at least 140 cases in the past decade seeking more than $1.6 million in debt.
Enrollment contracts generally lock in between May and July, according to copies for multiple area schools that were included in court documents, and if families don't cancel in time, they're usually on the hook for an entire year's worth of tuition. Some contracts state that they are binding regardless of the circumstances and regardless of whether the school finds a replacement student. That means families have spent recent months signing these contracts for the upcoming school year -- a decision made fraught for some as the Trump administration has moved to shrink the federal workforce, the backbone of the local economy.
On an online forum for D.C. parents, one worried poster asked whether schools might be "slightly more flexible" with federal employees, saying the family had budgeted based on both parents working. Others responded that they had gone to administrators with the same question and came away expecting to pay the full amount. Multiple posts described bracing for an economic recession in the area while also, as one person put it, "trying to give our kids the best education we can with what we have."
Myra McGovern, a spokeswoman for the National Association of Independent Schools, said school administrators may choose to enforce financial commitments because losing expected tuition can throw planning into disarray. They budget and hire based on the number of families that commit to enrolling, she said.
"If families leave, it's not like you can just spread the costs among the remaining students," she said. "So it puts both the school and, I think, other families in a predicament."
Court records show that some well-known institutions, including Landon School and Washington International School, have pursued multiple claims. Sandy Spring Friends School, which survived a near closure this spring when alumni raised millions of dollars over several days, has filed at least 11 such suits in Maryland courts. The school did not respond to questions from The Post. Mary Ellen Flynn, the attorney who represented the school, said most of the lawsuits involve parents failing to pay tuition after their children have attended classes. But in Johnson's case, she said, Sandy Spring Friends wasn't given enough notice.
"The parent had sufficient time and notice to cancel the contract," she said, "but instead, this parent decided to just not have their child attend the school and didn't give any prior notice."
During the April hearing, Flynn laid out a simple argument: Johnson had signed a contract, and it was binding. The judge agreed, saying it "does not appear to be a defense that the child did not go there." Then he moved on to the math. The total Johnson owed, with interest and attorney fees, according to court documents: $26,999.
After leaving court that day, she sat in her car for a while. Then she drove home and cried.
Johnson grew up far outside the sprawling green campuses and stately redbrick buildings of the private school world. Born in Southeast Washington, she lived with her mother in what she called "straight-up poverty," enduring bouts of evictions and stints crashing with friends and family. When she had a daughter in 2020, she was determined to give her the kind of stability she hadn't known.
It was her goal, she said, "to get to a point in my life where I could be financially stable, be a good mom."
For a long time, Johnson felt like she was on her way. She was getting closer to her goal of becoming an elementary school teacher, with a student teaching position lined up for her last year at Bowie State University. She had a car and an apartment, where her daughter had her own room with a closet full of princess dresses. She was raising a smart and spirited little girl, who broke into the splits in her preschool hallway, struggled to pick just one book at the Scholastic book fair, and dreamed of growing up to be both a doctor and a firefighter.

Sandy Spring Friends School seemed like a perfect fit for Teagan, who was already sounding out words. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Teagan had always been precocious, and when she started acting out at preschool last year, Johnson wondered if she might need someplace more challenging, with more structure and one-on-one attention. The parents of a student who attended the child care program she directs suggested Sandy Spring Friends, which on its website describes a mission of nurturing each child's unique strengths -- what Quakers believe to be the "Light within."
Initially, Johnson dismissed the idea: How would she afford private school tuition? But when the couple mentioned that even they received financial aid to send their child there, she decided to apply.
There was a meeting with the head of the school, an interview with Teagan and a request for records from the program she was attending. Then, in April 2024, came the news that she had been accepted. Thrilled, Johnson signed the contract the school emailed her without reading it closely. She assumed it was like the paperwork she dealt with on a regular basis at work and at the Y, which she said hold parents to a month's worth of tuition at most after they give notice that they plan to withdraw.
But private school enrollment contracts do not work that way. When it comes to tuition, local school contracts reviewed by The Post say in varying language that after a certain deadline, families are obligated to pay for the entire year -- up to about $55,000 in the Washington area -- regardless of whether their children are withdrawn or dismissed. Some use the term "unconditional." Others warn of the possibility of legal action, or a student being barred from attending classes or receiving a diploma while an account is past due. The Association of Independent Schools of Greater Washington advises schools to set a tuition binding date of May 1 "for the protection of both individuals and institutions."
"The contracts provide for the ability for a parent to unenroll their child, but the parents need to honor the deadlines set forth in the contracts," said Flynn, the attorney. "And if they don't honor the deadlines or pay the tuition as set forth in the contracts, then the law provides the ability for the school to recover their losses as per the contracts."
Alexandria's Bishop Ireton High School, which has filed 11 suits over the past 10 years, appears to be unusual in holding parents to two months of tuition at most after a student is withdrawn. Contracts for Sandy Spring Friends, Landon and Washington International schools contain near-identical passages declaring that when a student withdraws, "it is difficult, if not impossible, to find a suitable replacement without altering the student environment which the School carefully constructs to be dynamic and engaging." The River School, in D.C., says that tuition payment is due regardless of whether a replacement student is found and is not transferrable to another student's account. Washington International School subjects late payments to a 24 percent yearly interest rate.
Racquel Yerbury, a spokeswoman for Washington International School, noted that litigation against parents over tuition issues is "rare for us," representing less than a tenth of 1 percent of contracts over the past 10 years.
"Washington International School works diligently and compassionately with families to resolve financial issues," she said in an email. "We also make every effort to provide financial aid to families in need, most recently $5.2 million dollars in 2024-2025. As a last resort only and in fairness to all of our families, we may pursue legal action to uphold binding contracts."
Declining further comment, a Landon School spokesperson said in an email to The Post: "Out of respect for our families, we do not discuss the details of our enrollment contract."
Most schools offer parents the option to buy tuition insurance, which can provide coverage when a student withdraws during the year. Dewar, a Massachusetts company that works with some local schools, says on its website that when a student departs, the family and the school can find themselves in "an uncomfortable position," with many families expecting the school to let them out of tuition because of their individual circumstances.
Johnson learned only after adding her electronic signature to the Sandy Spring Friends contract that the school didn't offer financial aid for preschool. A confirmation email said that "enrollment is not considered complete until you pay the deposit," and she said she didn't understand that she had a June 1 deadline to pull out. She spent the summer applying for vouchers, ultimately getting one from the Montgomery County Working Parents Assistance Program. But it didn't cover private schools, so she signed Teagan up for another year at the YMCA.

Bianca Johnson counted on financial aid when she signed a contract to enroll Tegan at Sandy Spring Friends, but no such help became available. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


In late August, the Sandy Springs comptroller sent Johnson an email: "As you know, the contract you signed is a binding legal document. However, we have yet to receive any payments." Johnson wrote back less than an hour later, saying she could not afford the school. There was a back-and-forth -- the comptroller said the head of school had to approve any withdrawals; Johnson responded that she hoped the school would "see it fit to withdraw our inquiry into this school."
"If I could afford the tuition," she added, "I would surely send Teagan there, therefore I certainly cannot afford to be held responsible for the full year and she not attend."
The interim head of school responded the first week of September with a decision. Teagan could withdraw from the school. But because of the contract, her mother would remain liable for tuition. At the end of the email, before the headmaster's name, was the sign-off "In Light."

Johnson thought the educational opportunity was all her family would lose. Then came the tuition bill. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


When her boss told her a lawyer had called looking for her, Johnson was shocked that the issue had escalated to the legal system. Even months later, she said, "I honestly can't believe it."
But she wasn't the only one.
The scores of civil suits against local families have been filed by religious institutions, small alternative programs and elite preparatory schools, with many cases ending in a default judgment against the parents. Dollar amounts have ranged from about $700 to $74,000, and most schools add interest and attorney's fees if the case is decided in their favor.
Some local law firms count multiple private schools as clients. The one that represented Sandy Spring Friends, Andalman & Flynn, where Flynn was a principal, has also sued parents on behalf of at least four other local schools. On its website, the firm, which Flynn said shut its doors in May because she wanted to focus on being a trial lawyer, listed private schools as one of the industries it served, alongside banks and credit unions, utility companies, and health care. It made this pitch to schools: "Educating young minds should be your top priority, not chasing after past due tuition."
It also said the firm understands "the delicate legal and public relations nature of debt collection in the private school environment" and "gets your receivables flowing while keeping your school's elite reputation intact." Flynn, who no longer represents private schools after closing the firm, said handling overdue accounts and contract litigation once made up a quarter of her practice. She said she always sought to resolve debts without going to court and filed in less than 20 percent of accounts she received from schools.
Court documents reviewed by The Post show that one school dismissed a kindergartner a week into the academic year over what it described as "extreme incidents," saying his mother had not disclosed his behavioral issues. Then it sued her for the year of tuition. Another filed a lawsuit against parents who chose not to send their child back to school after alleged bullying that they said had "destroyed" him. The parents made their decision before classes started but after the contract became binding.
Some cases show the lengths schools were willing to go to collect payment from families, even those who had been part of their institutions for years. Mark Beliveau's son attended Landon School, an all-boys institution in Bethesda, from third through eighth grade. Then, in 2016, the sports-focused IMG Academy in Florida recruited him for baseball; he wanted to go for freshman year and then return to Landon as a sophomore. But an injury soon threw his plans into question.
Beliveau said the admissions director suggested he sign Landon's enrollment contract in case his son needed a spot, even when told the outlook would not be clear until after the June 1 deadline to cancel. Twelve days past the deadline, Beliveau got back to the school with a decision: His son would attend IMG Academy as planned. Landon responded with a decision of its own: It would hold Beliveau and his wife to the contract and the remaining $36,225 in tuition.
Before the court battle, his son's being a "Landon guy" was a point of pride for the family. The annual signing of enrollment paperwork was a mark of faith in the people who work there, Beliveau said: "I trust the brick buildings. I trust the people in the bow ties."
"It's not a business deal where you're looking across the table saying, 'Wait a minute. I don't agree with that. Take that out. Let's negotiate,'" Beliveau said. "You don't do that. You trust the place."
What followed was an ugly two-year court fight. Landon sued in August 2019, then Beliveau appealed.
Landon obtained a judge's permission to garnish Beliveau's and his wife's wages and put a lien on their bank account before the two sides reached a settlement in 2021. Their son never returned to Landon: The school, before suing, told his parents that, "given the toxicity," he was no longer welcome, Beliveau said in an affidavit. Years later, the ordeal still stings.
"I stupidly thought, 'Well, they know us. We've been here. We're Landon people. They wouldn't give me a wink and a nod and take it away,'" he said.
For some parents, lawsuits have come even though they never signed a contract. Lynn Nehemiah's ex-husband had enrolled their son at Sandy Spring Friends School, and their divorce agreement stipulated that he alone would be responsible for tuition. But in 2020, she was named in a lawsuit seeking $20,790.
Incensed, she hired a lawyer who sought her dismissal from the case. The school's attorneys fought against it, saying that although she didn't sign the contract, she "clearly wanted her son to benefit from the educational and social environment" because she paid a past-due balance and told a school employee it was "our great hope" that he could finish high school there. Sandy Springs Friends also argued that any agreement between the two ex-spouses over who would pay was irrelevant because the school was not "involved in the personal lives of, and agreements between, the parents of its students."
Nehemiah said she was ultimately dismissed from the case, but not before she spent $10,000 on attorney's fees. She said she did not fault the school for pursuing the tuition money it was owed, but she thought the law firm's tactics were overly aggressive in coming after her.
"It was very stressful," she said. "And, you know, financially, I really couldn't afford it."
She paused.
"I'm sorry," she said. "I can feel the stress rising up again."

One of Teagan's drawings. Johnson says she was shocked that the tuition issue became a legal matter. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


A copy of the nearly $27,000 judgment against Johnson hangs from a magnetic letter on her refrigerator, amid family photographs and her daughter's finger paintings. Looking at it one afternoon, as Teagan flitted around the two-bedroom apartment in the Sleeping Beauty costume she insisted on changing into after school, Johnson said she had been told to expect more paperwork from the court asking her to state her assets for potential garnishment.
"Sometimes I see these papers and I get, like, so angry," she said, taking them off the fridge.
Beliveau, who helped fundraise for Landon over the years, said he had admired the way private schools sought out students of different socioeconomic backgrounds. But in suing families like Johnson's or those who were unable to pay their portion of tuition, he argued, "the business of the school is in conflict with the mission of the school."
Days before Johnson appeared at the courthouse to plead her case, Sandy Spring Friends School announced it was shutting down because of what its board described as an "untenable financial situation." A week later, after alumni swiftly raised more than $15 million in pledged donations, those plans changed. It seemed heartless, Johnson said, that a place capable of attracting millions of dollars within days would hound her for money she didn't have -- especially since she figured it had been able to replace her daughter with another student.
Flynn, the Sandy Spring Friends attorney, said the spot was left vacant because of the short notice.
But even when replacement students have been found, courts have ruled that departing families must still pay. In a 2006 case, a Maryland district court sided with parents in ruling that they should not have to pay tuition, even though they withdrew their child after the deadline, because the school did not try to find a replacement student. The circuit court agreed, finding that the school had a duty to mitigate its damages and noting that it ultimately enrolled more students than its budget called for. The Court of Appeals of Maryland reversed the judgment and wrote that the school did not have a duty to mitigate its damages.
Years later, a D.C. Superior Court judge would point to the decision in ruling that a couple who moved out of state because of a job change would have to pay a year of tuition to the River School. They had informed the school a week past the deadline that their child would not be able to attend, according to court documents. Their attorney had argued that the enrollment contract was unreasonable and "designed to inflict a maximum penalty on the parents if they choose not to enroll their child."
For her part, Johnson was still trying to figure out what to do months after being hit with the judgment. She said she would try appealing, if only to buy time. More than half of her biweekly salary of $2,156.89 went toward rent, which she paid using a service that split it into two payments. After her car payment and other expenses, there wasn't much left over, and she worried about how she'd make ends meet when her pay started being garnished.
For the moment, she was carrying on with her jam-packed schedule as a working mom and student. That Wednesday night, she helped Teagan sound out words written in careful script on index cards taped around the apartment. Johnson had grown impatient waiting for her preschool to teach reading, so she had decided to start herself. Her rule was that Teagan had to read five words before bed.
She remembered the day she toured Sandy Spring Friends School and how hopeful she had been.
"The campus was beautiful," she said. "I wish my daughter could have seen it."
Even after she realized Teagan couldn't go for preschool, she still hoped she might send her for kindergarten. Not anymore. Now, she said, she just hopes she can keep her apartment.

Johnson and Teagan walk to their car to head home from the child's preschool. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Dolphins in the Potomac River? There are a lot more than you think.
Researchers estimate that at least 500-600 dolphins have regularly visited the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay over the past decade.

Tamanend's bottlenose dolphins swim past the Ahoya. 


By Hau Chu | 2025-08-03
REEDVILLE, Va. -- Aboard a small motorboat, the trio of researchers navigated the waters of Chesapeake Bay. It was two hours into their trip, and there was no sign of what they'd come looking for.
They watched and waited, at one point plucking a plastic bottle from the water. The researchers, based out of Georgetown University, were accustomed to long stretches with nothing but birds and fishing boats as far as the eye could see.
Then at 9:43 a.m. on this recent Thursday, Verena Conkin, the leader of the team, saw a splash through her binoculars. Kelly Bates, another researcher, thrust the vessel forward. Five splashes of gray popped above the surface. Those same splashes kept coming in roughly 45-second intervals as the team's boat, the Ahoya, kept pace.
The researchers had found their subjects: Tamanend's bottlenose dolphins that call the waters around Chesapeake Bay home. Researchers estimate at least 500 to 600 of these dolphins have regularly visited the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay over the past decade, with one sighting dating back to the 19th century.
Scientists don't have definitive answers as to why the dolphins, which can survive in both salt and brackish water, have lived, mated and even given birth in these waters. Researchers say that the number of newborns they have observed is significant because it suggests the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay could be an important habitat for them. Cleanup efforts in the past decade probably also contributed to making the waters more hospitable.
"There's something special about this place, and [dolphins] recognize it, and I think that we can recognize it, too," Conkin said.
That afternoon, the researchers first saw five dolphins, which then swam into pods of others.
"I saw a penis," Arielle Solomon, a field research assistant, shouted over the roar of the motor.
"It's really valuable data, actually," Conkin said with a chuckle. Successfully observing the sex of a dolphin is rare because both male and female reproductive organs are typically hidden internally in slits. Females can be easily identified by calves swimming alongside them, Conkin said. Males are harder to spot, so any information about the population of male dolphins is precious.

Conkin, left, and researcher Kelly Bates prepare to launch a drone while searching Chesapeake Bay for Tamanend's bottlenose dolphins. 


The Potomac-Chesapeake Dolphin Project, an academic research group, has been collecting data on dolphins off the Virginia coast since 2015 to understand  how many dolphins there are and why they've come to the Potomac. The project was founded by Janet Mann, a professor in Georgetown's biology department, who had been researching the mammals for 38 years, primarily in Australia's Shark Bay. Her focus shifted in 2012, when she bought a house in Virginia's Northern Neck, about 120 miles southeast of D.C., and saw dolphins in the water from her backyard that overlooks the Potomac.
Around the same time, thousands of bottlenose dolphins in the Mid-Atlantic were dying from a virus that seemed to originate around  Chesapeake Bay. Mann launched the project to study the dolphins and the effects of the virus.
Now, the project helps others better understand the dolphin's behavioral ecology in local waterways. Conkin, a PhD candidate in biology at Georgetown, is studying the dolphin's life cycles. Others, like Bates and Solomon, want to learn about the social bonds between male dolphins and how males and females interact outside reproduction.

Researchers from Georgetown University's Potomac-Chesapeake Dolphin Project look for dolphins in the waters off of Reedville, Va., on July 24, 2025.


During the summer, the team tracks weather patterns to try to cram in as much time on the water as possible, whether that's at the crack of dawn or in the afternoon. This week, they had gotten out only once and saw nothing -- so spotting any dolphins would have been a success. Within an hour, the team saw 40 to 50 dolphins traveling, playing and roughhousing in the water.

Researchers from Georgetown University tracked dolphin sightings in the Chesapeake Bay on July 24, 2025.


Conkin comes on each trip equipped with a camera and, lately, a drone. She snapped rapid-fire pictures and called out frame numbers to Bates and Solomon to log for review later. Both Bates and Solomon had their own binoculars and jotted the findings in a binder.
Each dolphin was observed for characteristics such as dorsal fin size and time spent underwater before resurfacing. It's a time-consuming process for the researchers, who spend hours entering this data and reviewing hundreds of photos of dolphins taken on each voyage. Over the course of the summer research program, which began June 1, they collect thousands of photos.
"I dream about dorsal fins," Conkin said.

Potomac-Chesapeake Dolphin Project researchers are looking into the mammals' life cycles and social bonds. 


These repositories of images serve as the basis for research into dolphin behavior and movement. The results of the team's research over the past decade has expanded what scientists understand about disease risk and how epidemics can spread.
Mann and her team also collaborate with a  Duke University researcher who curates the Mid-Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog, a resource for other academics who study dolphin populations. Amateur observers have contributed their own pictures as well to the Chesapeake DolphinWatch app, which was developed in 2017 by scientists at the University of Maryland.

The researchers spend hours entering data and reviewing hundreds of photos of dolphins taken on each voyage. 


Mann emphasized how much we still don't know about dolphins. It's in large part a resource issue, as the time and equipment needed to conduct research can be vast and costly. Her organization runs on donations from the public and small grants from scientific and conservation organizations.
Next summer, the team knows it will keep taking pictures and cataloguing dolphins as part of its project. That remains one of the few constants over the past decade. Conkin will return to get more data for her dissertation. A new crop of research assistants will bring even more questions to try to answer about these mammals.
By 2 p.m. that Thursday, Conkin, Bates and Solomon had already spotted about 85 dolphins roaming the waters and recorded their observations. It was not out of the ordinary from an average-to-good day of research, they said.
The sun was bearing down and winds were whipping up nearby, so Conkin made preparations to call it a day. She was sitting on the bow of the ship when she noticed something and pointed. The ship slowed to a crawl. The team photographed and logged around 50 more dolphins.

Janet Mann, founder of the Potomac-Chesapeake Dolphin Project, said there's still much to be learned about dolphins. 
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Washington Commanders
Laremy Tunsil entered the NFL in infamy. Ten seasons later, he's a total pro.
Tunsil, whose play as a Pro Bowl left tackle has allowed him to move past an embarrassing incident on draft night, is making a strong first impression with the Commanders.

Offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil is entering his first season with the Washington Commanders after he was traded by the Houston Texans during the offseason. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-04
As a third-grader in Lake City, Florida, Laremy Tunsil pinned a piece of paper on his bedroom wall. It contained the dreams he wanted to realize as a man: Get drafted into the NFL in the first round. Play 10 seasons. Make the Hall of Fame.
"I wish I still had that sheet," Tunsil said Saturday morning, smiling as he stood on the Washington Commanders' practice field. Teammates he towered over walked past and wished him a happy 31st birthday.
Tunsil had fulfilled nearly all of his ambitions. His selection in the 2016 first round became instantly infamous, a nightmare swirl of modern technology, nefarious motivations and the NFL's trepidation in the face of societal stigma. He will begin his 10th season with a new franchise, with five Pro Bowls and status as a preeminent pass protector on his resume. His final goal is within reach, and his performance with Washington may determine whether he pulls a gold jacket over his mountainous shoulders.
The Commanders sacrificed four draft choices to the Houston Texans (and got one back) to make Tunsil the primary protector of Jayden Daniels's blindside. Houston's willingness to part with a star left tackle raised external questions. Tunsil led the NFL with 19 accepted penalties last year. After the trade, Sports Illustrated reported the Texans wanted to revamp an offensive line that had opened C.J. Stroud to a barrage of sacks and had grown "borderline toxic" in meeting rooms.
The Texans fired Chris Strausser, the offensive line coach in charge of the failure. When Strausser arrived in Houston two years ago, his preconceptions of Tunsil had been shaped by public perception and coaching gossip. He anticipated Tunsil could be aloof and difficult to coach.
Over two years coaching him, Strausser learned he was diametrically wrong. Tunsil counseled younger teammates. He respected every staffer from coaches to janitors. Strausser heard stories -- never from Tunsil -- of the player gifting money to Texans employees. Tunsil would show up five minutes early to every position meeting, just to say hello and talk.
"He's one of the best guys I've ever coached," Strausser said. "At the end of the day, every single day in the last two years I worked with that guy, I walked away thinking, 'This guy's got a good heart.'"
Strausser readily allows the unit he oversaw succumbed to dysfunction. Just as quickly, he asserted Tunsil deserved none of the blame.
"I don't think our room was good last year," Strausser said. "It was a combination of a lot of things -- by no means Laremy being the issue [or] the main issue. It was a combination of so many things -- a lot of guys trying to figure out an offense that, honestly, we were not that well educated in. We did have different personalities in the room. Our chemistry just was not right. But it was not at all Laremy's fault that our chemistry was not right. It really wasn't. There was a lot of things going on, and it just wasn't good enough. My fault. I would point my finger to myself number one."
While not excusing a unit that yielded 54 sacks, Tunsil rejected the idea that the Texans' line suffered from a cultural issue.
"It did make me feel a way, because our room wasn't like that," Tunsil said. "Did we play well? No. Did C.J. get sacked a lot? Yes. I see where the rumors could be made up and come from. But I feel like we had a great-ass room."

Tunsil has been a Pro Bowl honoree five times in his first nine NFL seasons. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


In Strausser's view, Tunsil cared for teammates and helped them, but he was not the kind of leader to reprimand fellow linemen. "He doesn't want to necessarily be the guy in the room who is responsible for the room, which is fair, because he's not the coach," Strausser said. "He wants to show up and play football and protect the quarterback. I respect that about him." With Washington, Tunsil joins a tight-knit line with veterans -- Sam Cosmi, Tyler Biadasz, Nick Allegretti -- who don't require direction.
Still, in one of Tunsil's first acts with the Commanders, he quietly volunteered as a mentor. During his early years with the Miami Dolphins, Tunsil learned from Mike Pouncey, Branden Albert, Ja'Wuan James and Jermon Bushrod -- "vets in the room who showed me how it was done," Tunsil said. In Houston, his mentorship of right tackle Tytus Howard led to what he considers his best friendship. After a decade in the league, he still wants to pay the lessons forward.
Between the Commanders' last offseason workout and training camp, Tunsil invited rookie tackle Josh Conerly and second-year lineman Brandon Coleman to train for a week with him and his personal coach in Auburn, Alabama. "He brings a ton of confidence in the way we can learn from him," Coleman said. After training camp practices, Tunsil routinely stays late to work with Conerly, who is vying to start at right tackle and, in a few seasons, may replace Tunsil on the left side.
"It's truly a blessing that I have someone like that to take me underneath their wing," Conerly said.
"I just wanted to show them: 'This is my routine. This is what I do,'" Tunsil said. "When you get to a certain age, you got to develop a routine and work hard in the offseason. It's not just to play around and have fun. You got to put the work in."
Tunsil also invited Conerly and Coleman because he wanted to get to know his new teammates better. During practices, Tunsil constantly engages in post-play discussions about how to block a certain play.
"This is the first time I've played with a guy like LT -- a reset-the-market-type guy," Allegretti said. "A lot of the big-dollar guys in this league, as good as they are, they come with a lot of baggage. And LT's got none. It's pretty cool to see how easily he fits into the room."
Tunsil has been "one of the guys," Allegretti said, until he steps on the field. And then, "he's a hell of a f---ing football player."
To players and coaches, Tunsil has already justified the haul it took to acquire him. The widest smile Daniels has shown all preseason may have come when a reporter asked him about Tunsil. "I love him," Daniels said. "That's the only thing I can say. I love LT." At 6-foot-5 and 316 pounds, Tunsil is a physical outlier within a league of physical outliers. He has massive shoulders, elastic arms and a huge torso atop spindles for legs, which explain his abnormally quick feet.

Tunsil is impressing his new teammates and coaches after he left a similarly positive mark on his position coach in Houston. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


"He's a behemoth," Allegretti said. "You see him and you're like, 'That's a left tackle.' Sometimes we're watching practice, and I try to watch all five guys. Sometimes we'll get through three, four plays and I'll be like, 'Damn, I haven't watched LT yet.' It's just because he's just taking a pass set, throwing his hands and the rep is over."
Tunsil has impressed Coach Dan Quinn with his intelligence and ability to learn a new system quickly. 
"I knew what the competitor and their performance would look like," Quinn said. "But seeing that level of consistency, discipline -- man, it shows up with the good players, doesn't it?"
Consistency is Tunsil's pursuit. In his third season, Tunsil developed a routine and dedicated himself to it. Strausser has coached great players who can grow bored with habitual work. Tunsil revels in it. All tackles strive to land their hands inside a pass rusher's chest. Strausser has never seen anyone do it with the regularity of Tunsil.
"No matter what I do in life, I want to be consistent," Tunsil said. "I took pride in that and lived by that. It feels good just to do the same s--- over and over again. It works for me. You got to fall in love with the process."
"If there's any left tackle in the NFL that doesn't want to study Laremy to get better," Strausser said, "they're smoking dope."
Tunsil is the rare offensive lineman whose fame -- or infamy -- transcends football. On the night of the 2016 draft, Tunsil was widely expected to be a top-five pick. Some experts listed him the draft's best prospect. Minutes before the draft began, someone hacked Tunsil's Twitter account and uploaded a photo of him wearing a black gas mask and smoking marijuana. He fell to the 13th pick, costing him millions of dollars in his rookie contract.
In 2021, when he was 26, Tunsil told Complex magazine that he still played with anger over the incident, that he felt it defined him and overshadowed his skill. Time has changed that. There was no moment when the embarrassment and resentment of the night stopped gnawing at him. Slowly, though, it has.
"I be forgetting about it, honestly," Tunsil said. "The most time I think about it is when draft night for the young guys comes up. I don't think about it at all, man. That was 10 years ago. I can't be holding on to that. I really don't think about it. It kind of just fades away on its own."
Tunsil has at times leaned into the moment. In 2022, he and his business manager, Laolu Sanni, turned an image of Tunsil in the gas mask into a non-fungible token. "We dropped the NFT with the gas mask, and somebody actually bought it," Tunsil said. They donated the proceeds to the Last Prisoner Project, which advocates for incarcerated cannabis offenders.
On the field, Tunsil's task this year is to reduce penalties. The majority of his flags came on false starts, which Strausser attributed to his discomfort with the Texans' snap count. Tunsil prefers to play in a rhythm, and Houston frequently made adjustments.
"He tried to get better at it," Strausser said. "We definitely did have a different cadence than what he was used to. I think he would say it was not that offensive-tackle-friendly. It took him a while both years to get used to it."
Strausser didn't excuse Tunsil's penalties, but broadly he defended and praised him. He understood his effusiveness may seem weird after a season that cost him his job and led him into retirement.
"I feel a little bit awkward being Mr. Positive on Laremy, but I think there's a little bit of a semi-negative vibe out there about Laremy," Strausser said. "The guy's a great guy. The guy's a great player. I went in there. We were not very good for two years on the offensive line. I got fired, basically. I shouldn't have really good feelings. But I do have good feelings about Laremy. I feel very lucky I coached Laremy."
Tunsil had zero notion a trade may come in the offseason, but he did not take it personally. He welcomed a chance to play for Washington and block for Daniels. Tunsil, who represents himself, will be a free agent after the 2026 season, and his contract is structured in a way that would allow the Commanders to cut him next offseason with no salary cap damage. His performance this year, almost certainly, will dictate his next contract.
On Saturday, Tunsil was not thinking about any of that. All these years later, he still has plenty to accomplish. He wants to be a Hall of Famer. He wants to win the Super Bowl. He lost his childhood sheet of goals. He has not stopped dreaming.
"I got a lot of things I still got to accomplish while I'm here," he said. "It's a whole list."
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NFL
NFLPA selects David White as interim executive director
The choice Sunday night by the union's board of player representatives came 17 days after the resignation of Lloyd Howell.

Lloyd Howell announced his resignation last month as executive director of the NFL Players Association. (Kyle Terada/USA Today Sports) 


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-04
The NFL Players Association took a bit of time but, with teams at training camps, moved to fill its leadership void from outside the union. Player representatives voted Sunday night to appoint David P. White the NFLPA's interim executive director.
The election of White, the other finalist when the union elected Lloyd Howell in 2023, came 17 days after Howell's resignation a little more than two years into his term as executive director.
"I am grateful to the NFLPA's player leadership for entrusting me with the privilege and responsibility to guide their union as interim executive director," White said in a statement released Sunday night by the NFLPA. "It's a duty I do not take lightly, and I'm committed to reestablishing trust and ensuring the union is serving its members best. I look forward to working with the entire NFLPA team to protect players' health and safety, secure their financial well-being, and further strengthen their voice to shape their futures."
The players on the NFLPA's executive committee voted, 10-1, in 2023 to recommend White, the former national executive director and chief negotiator for the Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA), over Howell, a player who was on the executive committee and another person familiar with the situation told The Washington Post last month. But the recommendation was never delivered to the team-by-team player representatives who elected Howell.
"We wanted [the player reps] to make up their own mind," the player said last month. "We did that in case we were asked for our recommendation."
Now the NFLPA has turned back to White.
"This decision is the result of a comprehensive, player-led process," free agent linebacker Jalen Reeves-Maybin, the NFLPA president, said in a statement. "We understood the urgency to fill this role and did our due diligence to identify the right person to lead our union in this moment. We have full faith in David to take the union forward and operate in the best interests of our membership. David has spent much of his career fighting for collectively bargained rights in the labor movement and is committed to putting players first in all the union does. We are confident that he will inspire solidarity and provide the necessary stability during this period of transition."
Multiple internal candidates and multiple external candidates were on the list of finalists for the interim job, according to a person familiar with the voting process. Each was interviewed by the player reps over the past two weeks. A representative of each team participated in Sunday night's vote.
"Soon, we will commence a thorough search process for a permanent executive director," Reeves-Maybin said. "This process will continue to be player-led, as the strength of our union has and will always lie with our membership."
White takes over at a turbulent time for the NFLPA after a series of controversies produced intense scrutiny on Howell. Howell initially did not intend to resign, people familiar with the situation said. But that changed abruptly, and he announced in a late-night statement July 17 that he was stepping away because his leadership had become a distraction to the union.
Player representatives met July 18 without choosing an interim replacement. Those conversations continued, leading to Sunday's vote.
White's most immediate task is to help the union regroup and quell unrest among some players and agents related to issues surrounding Howell. Those included a federal investigation of a licensing company co-founded by the NFLPA, the union's handling of an arbitrator's ruling in a collusion case and a possible conflict of interest stemming from Howell's previous consulting role with a firm approved to make private-equity investments in NFL franchises.
ESPN reported last month that Howell had charged the union for two visits to strip clubs. That included a charge of $738.82 for a car service in November 2023 that took him from the Fort Lauderdale airport to a Miami-area strip club, according to the report, and a visit by Howell and two union employees in February to an Atlanta strip club that led to $2,426 in charges that Howell instructed an employee to submit in expense reports.
The union's executive director typically makes visits to individual teams during the season to meet with players. Howell had planned to use those visits this fall to ask players about their priorities as the NFLPA prepares to begin formal negotiations with the NFL about a potential 18-game regular season and other issues related to the collective bargaining agreement.
Those negotiations were not expected to begin until at least early next year, people familiar with the situation said before Howell's resignation. With the recent NFLPA turmoil and the need to elect a permanent replacement for Howell, it's not clear when the bargaining will commence. The CBA runs through the 2030 season. Howell told The Post in July 2024 that the union had engaged in informal, high-level discussions with the NFL about an 18-game season.
The NFLPA also elected an interim executive director following the death of Gene Upshaw in 2008. Then, the union chose Richard Berthelsen, who had been the NFLPA's general counsel. He served in the role until the players elected DeMaurice Smith in 2009. Smith held the job until Howell's election in June 2023.
This election process included consideration of NFLPA executive Don Davis and, at least initially, JC Tretter, who was the union's president as a player with the Cleveland Browns and most recently served as its chief strategy officer under Howell. Tretter told CBS Sports last month that he was retiring from the NFLPA and would not seek to be elected executive director.
There had been sharply divided opinions among players and agents about the prospect of Tretter being chosen as interim executive director, people familiar with the matter said at the time, with some strong support but concern from others based on his role in the process that led to Howell's election. He was the NFLPA's president then.
Tretter also was the key figure in an arbitration case won by the NFL. In February, arbitrator Sidney Moreland ruled in the league's favor in its 2023 grievance accusing the NFLPA of improperly advising running backs to consider faking or embellishing injuries as a contract-negotiating tactic with their teams.
Davis is the NFLPA's chief player officer, overseeing the union's efforts to educate players on programs, resources and services available to them. He had an 11-year playing career as a linebacker in which he won two Super Bowl titles with the New England Patriots.
People on the players' side of the league also had mentioned Tom DePaso, the union's general counsel who is set to retire, as a potential candidate for interim executive director. There was speculation during the election process about former NFL players and previous NFLPA presidents Domonique Foxworth and Eric Winston; Zamir Cobb, the executive director of the NFLPA Trust; NFLPA associate general counsels Ned Ehrlich and Chris Fawal; and Matt Curtin, the president of NFL Players Inc., the union's licensing and marketing subsidiary.
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Sports
From TikTok to ESPN, Katie Feeney is the future of sports media
Chasing content from the Rose Bowl to the red carpet with a 22-year-old influencer and rising media star.

(Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


By Ben Strauss | 2025-08-04
LOS ANGELES -- Katie Feeney's hand was shaking.
"It's my sleep deprivation," she said with a frown.
Feeney held out her phone, flashed a smile and recorded another take. "We are live on the red carpet," she began.
Still no good.
The 22-year-old influencer was outside the Dolby Theater before the ESPYs, ESPN's annual sports awards show, trying to get a short video out to her millions of followers. Simone Biles and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander were milling around nearby. A young fan had just run up to Feeney and gushed about how much she loved her content.

Feeney interviews athletes for Gatorade at the ESPY Awards. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)



Feeney shows a recent video she edited on CapCut as she waits to leave for the ESPY Awards. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


But the sun was beating down, Feeney's phone was glitching, and she hadn't slept much since arriving in L.A. from the MLB All-Star Game in Atlanta. The following morning, she was headed to Indianapolis for the WNBA All-Star Game.
Finally, she found a shaded spot under an umbrella, fixed her hair and recorded again.
"Tune in," she said, teasing that Gatorade would be announcing its national high school player of the year during the show.
She posted the video to Instagram.
Everyone in sports these days wants Feeney to tell her followers something: tune in, pay attention, engage. Her travel schedule reflects it. This year, she also has been to the Super Bowl, the Masters, the Indianapolis 500, the Final Four, the MLS All-Star Game and a NASCAR race. In most cases, leagues and sponsors -- Google, Truist, Experian, YouTube, Gatorade (which sent her to the ESPYs) -- are teaming up to bring her. Many brands are paying her six-figure deals to appear at events and deliver social media posts, according to her management.
Sports fans will see even more of her this fall. She starts this week at ESPN, which hired her to appear across its social channels and on linear TV. She'll host "SportsCenter on Snapchat" and travel with the crews from "Monday Night Football" and "College GameDay." On the red carpet, ESPN head of content Burke Magnus found Feeney: "We want to put you on the rocket ship," he said.

Feeney puts away her small microphones after filming at the Rose Bowl. 



Feeney makes her favorite Gatorade mash-up as agent Sydney Lipsitz films. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


ESPN is after Feeney's audience as much as she is its. In a world where website traffic is harder to come by and YouTube is the top streaming platform, Feeney has nearly 8 million TikTok followers, plus another million each on Instagram and Snapchat. She exists at the center of all kinds of media trends: the rise of social video and the creator economy, the emergence of lifestyle sports content and the decline of traditional sports media.
If the original compact of sports journalism was to offer writers access in exchange for publicity, influencers are a more updated version of that arrangement, offering something more tangible to players and leagues: a direct conduit to fans -- and, in many cases, lots of them. Which explains why MLB recently hired a director of influencers and the WNBA's New York Liberty has credentialed fashion influencers.
"The next big sports personality will come from the creator class," said Michaela Hammond, a co-founder of OffBall, a new media company covering the intersection of sports and culture. "That is where sports media is going, and more and more investment will go to incubating them versus traditional sports media personalities."
Over a whirlwind two days in Los Angeles, Feeney, often flanked by two managers and an agent from Creative Artists Agency, visited the Rose Bowl for a Gatorade event, where she talked with NFL standout Puka Nacua about the time he signed a baby's forehead and played a reflex game with NBA star Karl-Anthony Towns, and taped an episode with Allison Kucharczyk, the wife of a former NFL player, for her popular podcast.
It was all content. She traveled with her phone and two mini microphones in a small black box, shooting photos and video at every stop. "You have to keep posting," she said.

There's always more content to capture, Feeney says. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


FOR AS LONG AS SHE CAN REMEMBER, Feeney has loved the camera. Her mom shot home movies on a camcorder; while her brothers had no interest, Feeney hammed it up. Her first foray onto the social internet was on a platform called Musical.ly, choreographing and performing dances.
Feeney grew up in Olney, Maryland, a small town 20 miles north of Washington. More active online than her peers, she was viewed as a bit of an oddity. "I got made fun of," she recalled. "People said: 'It's a waste of time. It's cringy. It's weird.'"
During the pandemic, though, her online popularity exploded, filming a daily diary that documented growing sea monkeys and unboxing packages from Amazon. (One series of videos was devoted entirely to mini-items, everything from lint rollers to lip balm.) Feeney was early to being active on emerging platforms such as Snapchat Spotlight and YouTube Shorts, and the money soon followed. She started getting paid by record labels to use songs in her content for $200 a pop. ("Two days of lifeguarding," as Feeney described it.) When Snapchat Spotlight started to pay creators for views, Feeney's phone lit up with alerts that thousands of dollars were rolling in. By the time she was 18, she said, she had made a million dollars and formed an LLC.
Brands noticed. She worked for Dormify, a brand that specializes in styling college dorm rooms. After she enrolled at Penn State, the football team invited her for a visit with its social media team to pitch her on the idea of working with the program. Over the next four years, she worked most game days, shooting videos for the football team's social media channels while documenting the work on her own accounts, too.
Her freshman year, the Washington Commanders hired Feeney to be a social correspondent on game days. YouTube then invited her to the Super Bowl. (She has been to the past four.) She has been to the White House for Super Bowl celebrations.
Feeney graduated this year from Penn State with a digital journalism degree. Today, she posts two to three times per day on TikTok, Instagram and YouTube. It's between 50 and 100 times on Snapchat. A scroll through her feeds finds clips of her traveling through airports, getting ready for events, asking fans what their walk-up songs would be, re-creating iconic photos with Chipper Jones.
"There's a relatability to her," said Kaitee Daley, an ESPN senior VP of social and streaming content. "Our research shows that's what fans want. They want to see themselves in the sports personality that they're following."
Added Cameron Gidari, MLB's head of social media: "A lot of influencers explode and then try to figure it out, but it seems like she honed her career path -- the pandemic, college, the Commanders -- in exactly the way she wanted. She's been so intentional with her career."
Sitting in the patio of her L.A. hotel in West Hollywood, Feeney pulled up a video she had taken with Jones. She had asked what is something players today missed out on from the 1990s, which stumped him. That, she explained, was a hook for a video. "See what stumped Chipper Jones," she said.
The other key, she said, is taking her followers with her. Watching a touchdown at the Super Bowl, for example, they want to see the touchdown but also her reaction to it. One of her most successful videos, with more than 25 million views on Instagram Reels, is just a clip of her meeting Tom Brady.
"I said, 'You're a legend,'" Feeney explained. "Because I was so taken aback by the fact that I had just met Tom Brady, it goes viral."

Feeney and Allison Kucharczyk discuss life, career paths and being women in sports media on Kucharczyk's podcast, "Sunday Sports Club," at Dear Media in West Hollywood. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


ONE OF FEENEY'S L.A. STOPS was the studios of Dear Media to tape a podcast with Kucharczyk, whose husband, Isaac Rochell, retired after playing seven seasons in the NFL. Kucharczyk, who goes by Kuch, has built her own following by documenting her life as an NFL wife. Morgan Riddle, the girlfriend of tennis star Taylor Fritz, has done the same in that sport, part of a growing WAG -- an acronym for wives and girlfriends -- culture sweeping sports.
Feeney dabbles in this sort of content, too: lifestyle videos probably geared toward women. At the Masters, she asked her followers to pick her outfit. She tried on 10; Option 1, a white sweater and green skirt, was the winner. Daley noted ESPN was particularly interested in reaching the young women who follow Feeney.
Dear Media specializes in supporting female creators, and its lobby was filled with products it helped launch with talent, from sex toys to tequila. Feeney and Kucharczyk were meeting in person for the first time but had followed each other's careers. They hugged before they launched into a discussion of their media careers.
For now, leagues stress the importance of reaching all sorts of fans wherever they are: places such as Dear Media if they can, as well as on TV, in print and social media. But it's clear what the growth medium is.
Jeff Pearlman, the 53-year-old former Sports Illustrated writer turned author, has watched this shift as he has moved his career from magazines to books and, now, TikTok, where he has racked up nearly 300,000 followers over the past few years.
Pearlman recently spoke to a writer who covers a college team for a newspaper, he said, explaining: "The players don't read [them]. They see what [they do] on social media, on TikTok. So why wouldn't influencers have much more cachet and end up in more press boxes?"
Feeney considers herself less an influencer than a creator who happens to work in sports media. She exudes a singular focus and also a keen understanding of her value to media companies and brands.

Feeney poses for photos before leaving for the ESPYs. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


"My friends say I'm like the Disney Channel -- I'm very brand safe," Feeney said. "I definitely want to stay away from anything political. ... I'm not telling nightlife stories at Penn State. I don't say a bad word in my videos. I've definitely established a lot of trust with every league, and I'm very conscious of this."
Feeney finished the posts she owed Gatorade, gathered her microphones and glanced up and down the red carpet.
"I'm going to go get some more content," she said.
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Nationals
MLB-best Brewers trounce the Nats again for a dominant three-game sweep
Even without young star Jacob Misiorowski on the mound, Milwaukee rolled to a 14-3 win at Nationals Park.

Zach Brzykcy struggled in the seventh to turn the game into a rout. (Nick Wass/AP)


By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-08-04

The Nationals' Brady House takes in Sunday's loss from the dugout. His ninth-inning double play ended the game. (Nick Wass/AP)


In theory, the pregame scratch of Milwaukee Brewers rookie phenom Jacob Misiorowski on Sunday should have offered the Washington Nationals an opportunity to stop their skid. Usually, a team cannot simply replace its ace -- or one of its multiple aces -- with a player from the minor leagues without experiencing a few bumps along the way.
And yet, here in reality at Nationals Park, the Brewers placed Misiorowski on the 15-day injured list with a left tibia contusion and replaced him with Logan Henderson. The right-hander, recalled from Class AAA Nashville earlier in the day, helped Milwaukee cruise past Washington, 14-3, as the Nationals got swept and lost their fifth straight game.
"They got a scrappy team, that's for sure," Nationals interim manager Miguel Cairo said. "They do the little things really good. They know how to run the bases. They pitch good, too, with good defense. That's what a winning team looks like."
Henderson held the Nationals to three hits and one run in 41/3 innings, lowering his ERA to 1.78.
What the MLB-best Brewers (67-44) have -- a long list of success stories on the mound and a top-five ERA in the majors -- is what the last-place Nationals (44-67) want. Milwaukee's rotation -- without Misiorowski, a second-round pick in 2022 given an over-slot signing bonus -- is made up of two free agents making under $10 million, a trade acquisition, a fourth-round pick and an 11th-round pick.

Brad Lord pitched into the fifth inning Sunday. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Righty Brad Lord, who started for the Nationals on Sunday, was an example of Washington's development nudging in the right direction. Sunday was not Lord's best game; he allowed three runs over 42/3 innings. But he has largely been a stabilizing presence, and it is a win in and of itself that the Nationals are getting any production out of an 18th-round pick.
"That was good scouting, and the development of him in the minor leagues, it was awesome with him," Cairo said. "He can do it as a reliever, and he's showing right now that he can do it as a starter in the big leagues. That tells you everything."
With a fastball that cuts and a slider that plays off it well, Lord consistently has been able to get opponents to hit the ball on the ground or fly out softly. Save for a two-run homer by Brice Turang that made it 3-0 in the second inning, he was mostly able to stick to that plan.
"They just don't chase," Lord said.
The Brewers' pitching staff is full of guys with high velocity and wacky movement. Over the past 30 games, Milwaukee's relievers lead MLB in Stuff+, a FanGraphs metric that grades the nastiness of a pitching arsenal (velocity, movement, etc.). The Nationals are 27th in the same span.
In the fifth, for instance, the Brewers had a 3-1 lead and turned to lefty Aaron Ashby. You're forgiven if that name is new. He is a 2018 fourth-round pick on a small-market team who gets the ball in the middle innings. He wears glasses on the mound. Upon entering, he struck out CJ Abrams (on a pitch way outside the strike zone) and James Wood (on a sinker up in the zone) on three pitches each to end the inning. After he got three more outs, his ERA dropped to 1.87.
"Their lefties have a lot of velo when they come out of the pen. ... Usually, the lefties, you got crafty guys that are hard to navigate," Nationals catcher Drew Millas said. "Then with their righties, nothing's really straight. But I think we can handle it. We're a young team, but we can handle it."
After an organizational reshuffling, closing the gap on the mound is a priority for Washington. At the trade deadline, interim general manager Mike DeBartolo mentioned that "stuff" was a primary target in the six pitching prospects the team acquired. The Nationals don't have much swing-and-miss in their system, as exposed by a series in which they allowed a staggering 56 hits. (This was the first time in Nationals history that they gave up at least 56 hits in a three-game span, according to Baseball-Reference. And it was the first time any MLB team had done so since 2019.) The Nationals amassed seven hits Sunday; Jacob Young's fifth-inning RBI single and Millas's ninth-inning two-run double accounted for the entirety of their scoring.
Plenty in the organization have cited Lord's success as something they would like to replicate -- finding talented players at the margins. The Nationals tried their hand at that before Sunday's game, claiming PJ Poulin off waivers from Detroit. The 29-year-old lefty had a 3.38 ERA and posted 13.08 strikeouts per nine innings with the Tigers' Class AAA affiliate; the Nationals have not said whether he will join Washington or Class AAA Rochester.
Fellow lefty Konnor Pilkington, signed as a minor league free agent this offseason, took the ball first out of the bullpen Sunday and gave up two runs; in seven appearances with Washington, he has been a success story. Behind him, Cole Henry's command wavered, but he probably has done enough to warrant a spot in the team's future.
The next two innings weren't as clean. Zach Brzykcy was tagged for six runs and recorded just one out in the seventh. Ryan Loutos replaced him and gave up a two-run homer to Turang, the first batter he saw; he was sent to Rochester after the game. Jose A. Ferrer, who is likely to close for the Nationals down the stretch, gave up two more runs in the eighth.
That left the bullpen's ERA at an MLB-worst 5.89. And the Nationals' defense remains one of the worst in baseball. That's quite the gap to close.
"On Tuesday, we're working for sure," Cairo said, referring to the start of a three-game series against the visiting Athletics. "We're going to do fundamentals. I believe when you play the game clean [and] you don't give outs away to another team, you get good results. So on Tuesday, it is on. We're going to do the little things; we're going to do fundamentals; we're going to do the things that we're not doing right."
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Soccer
Trinity Rodman returns to the Spirit with a heroic finish
Washington's star is back after missing nearly four months. She wasted no time, scoring in stoppage time for a 2-1 win over the Portland Thorns at Audi Field.

Trinity Rodman is back for the Washington Spirit. (Amber Searls/Imagn Images) 


By Ella Brockway | 2025-08-04
The hum of the Audi Field crowd turned into a roar in the 76th minute Sunday afternoon, when the substitution board showed the Washington Spirit was sending on the player who wears No. 2. The sound remained steady for the next 15 minutes, pulsing with each touch, each spin, each pass, each deflected shot.
Then came the eruption.
Playing her first game after a nearly four-month injury absence, Trinity Rodman christened her return with the winning goal in the second minute of stoppage time. The 2-1 victory over the Portland Thorns, in the Spirit's first home game since June 8, opened the second half of the NWSL season after the six-week summer break.
The 23-year-old forward was perfectly positioned to pick up a flicked pass to the back post from midfielder Croix Bethune and slammed a shot from four yards out with a single right-footed touch. Rodman stepped to the side, put her face in her hands and broke into tears.
"As soon as it was going towards Croix, I knew she was going to have some kind of cheeky touch, and I was not going to miss it," Rodman said. "I was going to hit it through the net."
"It was an incredible finish," said goalkeeper Aubrey Kingsbury, who sprinted the length of the field to join the celebration. "She left no doubts."
"That was such a great moment -- not only for [Rodman] but for the team," midfielder Hal Hershfelt said. "It was like, 'Hell yeah, we're back.'"
Since she broke out as an 18-year-old rookie for the Spirit in 2021, Rodman has shined in the biggest moments. Exactly a year before Sunday, she scored the extra-time goal that lifted the U.S. national team to the Olympic semifinals en route to its gold medal, part of a sparkling summer that lifted her into a new galaxy of stardom.
The past six months have kept her away from the stage. Plagued by persistent back issues that flared up again at the end of last season, Rodman played limited minutes to start this campaign. The last time she was at Audi Field before Sunday, after playing a season-high 63 minutes against Bay FC on March 28, she said she didn't think her back would ever be 100 percent healthy and spoke of thinking that she couldn't "be the Trinity I was at the Olympics."
In April, she stepped away from the Spirit indefinitely, meeting with doctors in London and receiving specialized training in a solo environment -- a difficult decision but a necessary one for an injury that left her "in pain all the time."
"Me being the player I am, I was trying to push through something that I shouldn't have," she said. "I think I sometimes treated my injury as the little kid who just wanted to get on the field and play. There were a lot of moments through the journey where I was just feeling very defeated, and I was going through the motions and hiding it from everyone else."
On Sunday afternoon, before 16,007 at Audi Field, the wait ended.
"Stepping away, it was a great thing for me and getting my mind and [body] right," Rodman said. "I'm really happy to be where I'm at right now and utilize the things I've learned and be able to translate into the new player that I am coming back."

Rodman sparked the Spirit in the second half. (Amber Searls/Imagn Images) 


Rodman was restricted to 15 minutes Sunday but offered glimpses of her trademark flair even before the goal. She used some nice footwork to beat Thorns midfielder Olivia Moultrie, who scored the equalizer in first-half stoppage time after Gift Monday put the Spirit (8-4-2) ahead in the 17th minute. Rodman's first shot attempts came from distance, the first blocked and the second flying over the crossbar.
Her entrance gave a burst of energy to a Spirit attack in need of a jolt.
In Adrian Gonzalez's debut as the team's full-time head coach, Washington played its best half of the year, dominating possession and outshooting Portland 11-4. With leading scorer Ashley Hatch expecting her first child and out for the rest of the season, Monday and forward Rosemonde Kouassi partnered at the top of the formation, creating the first goal.
"[It was a] fantastic first half in terms of provoking what we wanted, especially in possession," Gonzalez said. "We knew where the advantages were."
Moultrie's cracking shot from distance put a damper on the Spirit's momentum, and Portland (6-4-4) was the better team for much of the second half. Kingsbury was called into action for two saves. The Spirit had just two shots before Rodman entered.
The goal was her first for the Spirit since Sept. 15 and her second ever as a substitute. In planning for her return, Rodman had joked to teammate Ouleymata Sarr about how it would be "really cool" if she came on for her 15 minutes and scored.
Sarr looked at her and replied: "You don't say, 'It's really cool.' You say, 'I do and I do.'"
"And I did," Rodman said with a smile.

(Amber Searls/Imagn Images) 
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Olympics
U.S. swimmers hear the criticism, even as they finish on top at worlds
Americans close with world record and atop medal table after world championship meet that saw external criticism from two legends and internal struggles with a stomach bug.

Americans Kate Douglass, Regan Smith, Gretchen Walsh and Torri Huske capped the world championship meet with a record in the women's 4x100 medley relay Sunday in Singapore. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images)


By Dave Sheinin | 2025-08-04
It was the middle of the night in Singapore, Friday giving way to Saturday, when the caustic Instagram story began making its way around the American swimming community. For the bulk of the athletes representing Team USA at the world championships, the haunting image would be awaiting them on their phones on the morning of the meet's penultimate day:
A tombstone reading: "IN LOVING MEMORY OF UNITED STATES SWIMMING, 1980-2025, AGED 45. They set the bar high -- until they stopped reaching for it." The Instagram user who posted it added some text: "Call it a funeral, or call it a fresh start. We've got 3 years." Another user who reposted the meme added: "Is this the wake up call USA Swimming needed? Let's find out..."
Because of the identities of the Instagram users in question -- original poster Ryan Lochte and re-poster Michael Phelps, American legends who own a combined 40 Olympic medals -- the current members of Team USA would spend much of the remainder of the Singapore meet trying to respond to the criticism with both their words and their performances.
And so, for Team USA, Sunday's final race of the world championships carried more than the typical amount of meaning. A quartet of American women -- Regan Smith (backstroke), Kate Douglass (breaststroke), Gretchen Walsh (butterfly) and Torri Huske (freestyle) -- trounced the field in the women's 4x100-meter medley relay in a world record time of 3 minutes 49.34 seconds to take the gold medal. It was the Americans' ninth gold medal and 29th overall of the meet, clinching their place atop the medal standings over Australia (eight golds, 20 overall).
"I think that this not only sends a message to the rest of the world but also a message within our team," Huske told reporters in Singapore at the end of a meet in which she won two golds, a silver and a bronze to boost her career total to 14 world championships medals. "We're the only ones who really know what we went through and how awful it was. ... The fact that we were able to overcome as much as we did, is, I think, inspiring."
American sprint star Jack Alexy echoed those comments soon after leading Team USA to a bronze medal finish in the men's 4x100 medley relay with a sizzling anchor leg. "We definitely heard about [the Instagram meme], and that's really disappointing. ... There's a standard of excellence for this team, and when we don't meet that standard, there's going to be some criticisms, and that just motivates us for the future. I think it fired us up a little bit, and it's going to motivate us for the future."
But as the members of Team USA, and especially its leadership, head into a well-deserved summer break, the sharp criticism from Phelps and Lochte -- which seemed to be directed more at the powers behind USA Swimming than the athletes -- will be almost impossible to shake, having all but defined the narrative ahead of the 2028 Summer Games in Los Angeles.
"The most important three years in the history of this sport are upon us," NBC's lead swimming announcer, three-time Olympic gold medalist Rowdy Gaines, said on Sunday's Peacock telecast. "And there is no time to waste." Earlier, Gaines pointed to the fact that USA Swimming has been without a full-time CEO for almost a full year and said the organization was "rudderless" and in need of a "complete reset."
For Team USA, this world championship meet will be remembered for the stomach bug that churned through the majority of the team, leading to late scratches, relay substitutions and some lackluster performances -- all of which undoubtedly affected the team's final medal count.
"We've been through a lot," Greg Meehan, USA Swimming's newly hired national team director, told Peacock, in comments that seemed at least somewhat directed toward Phelps and Lochte. "Nobody really understands what the group has been through unless you're on this trip. The challenges were incredible. When you have people losing 15 pounds, 20 pounds, that's a lot. And they have persevered. They're just a really tough group. They didn't let [the viral Instagram story] drive the narrative internally as a team."
The meet also will be remembered for a handful of transcendent performances, highlighted by freestyle legend Katie Ledecky taking gold medals in the 1,500 and 800, plus two other medals, giving her 23 golds and 30 overall medals at world championships, trailing only Phelps.
But the meet was also a sobering reminder of how close the gap has become between once-dominant Team USA and the rest of the world. One illustration is the fact that the best all-around female and male swimmers in the world -- Summer McIntosh (Canada) and Leon Marchand (France) -- compete for other countries, though they also will spend the next three years, ahead of Los Angeles 2028, training at the University of Texas under Bob Bowman, best known as Phelps's longtime coach.
McIntosh, who this year announced her plans to join Bowman's UT Austin pro group in the fall, won four individual gold medals in Singapore, with only a hard-fought loss to Ledecky in the 800 free keeping her from joining Phelps as the only swimmers in history with five individual golds at a world championship. Marchand easily won the 200 and 400 individual medleys, races he also won at the 2024 Paris Games.
Meanwhile, for the first time at this meet, Team USA failed to place a swimmer in the finals of an event. Only one American male swimmer, Luca Urlando in the 200 fly, won an individual gold, matching the total from Paris 2024.
Asked where he will be seeking improvement between now and Los Angeles 2028, Meehan told Peacock: "Everything. Even events we're really good at, we can't get complacent. ... The rest of the world is getting better. We're really going to take a 360-degree look at all our events. This is our starting point, and I'm really excited about how we've done here given all we've gone through."
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Sports
In football-mad Ohio, a camp focused on social justice is still going strong
For the fifth straight year, football teams came together for discussions about social justice, unity and acceptance. The event has continued despite the end of diversity-related initiatives across the state and the country.

Players gather on the field during the Coaches for Social Justice tournament in Dayton. The annual event brings together high school football teams from across the region to compete and engage in conversations about leadership, identity and inclusion. (Megan Jelinger For The Washington Post)


By Dave Sheinin | 2025-08-03
DAYTON, Ohio -- The buses came from all directions: rickety, yellow ones down the country roads stretching north; fancy, air-conditioned ones from the rich, private schools in the suburbs; dozens more from the urban cores of Cincinnati and Columbus, the rural hamlets dotting the outskirts, the struggling former steel towns scattered across the southeastern quadrant of the state.
They arrived all morning and well into the afternoon, disgorging their teenage occupants into the teeth of a sweltering Ohio day, deep in the molten core of summer. Emerging, shielding their eyes from the sun, were kids of all races, hundreds of them, toting backpacks, football helmets, water bottles and iPhones.
They may not have realized it, but they had come to take part in something that would feel almost miraculous, in the way one might experience time travel to a not-so-distant past.
Somehow, in the divisive, politically charged summer of 2025, in a state President Donald Trump carried by 11 percentage points last fall, an annual event called the Miami Valley Football Coaches Association Social Justice seven-on-seven tournament not only went forward for the fifth consecutive year, but by all accounts it enjoyed its biggest and most harmonious edition yet, attracting 68 teams and some 1,800 athletes, plus coaches and support staff, to six Dayton-area sites.
By the time the athletes climbed back onto their buses for their rides home -- carrying all the same personal effects, plus the sweaty stench of a high school football locker room -- they had scrimmaged against other local teams for two hours, gathered with those teams to listen to a guest speaker extol the virtues of diversity and empathy, and huddled in smaller, mixed-team groups to discuss prompts such as: "What are some ways you can promote social justice/acceptance of others on your team? In your school? Explain."
If there is another venture like this in the entire country, particularly at this moment, no one claimed to be aware of it.
"Why did we bring you here?" boomed the voice of legendary Dayton high school football coach Al Powell, who served as the guest speaker and moderator at one of the event's six sites, his voice soaring and falling like a preacher's. "Not to tell you how to think. Not to tell you about one political party or the other. That's none of our business. We want to speak to your heart and hope that we will leave you with a message: Be good to everyone you come across."

Al Powell speaks to a room of high school football players as part of the discussion session on race and equity. (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


His voice softening, Powell added: "All of our hearts beat the same. There's nothing in you that wakes you up in the morning saying, 'Today I'm going to mistreat somebody.' ... Each and every one of you was born with a good heart. It's our hope that you maintain it, that you don't become bitter."
It was Powell, now 67, who made the fateful phone call in 2020 that spawned the idea behind the Social Justice seven-on-seven tournament. On the receiving end was Jim Place, another local coaching legend and a member of the Ohio High School Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame, whom Powell, his close friend for more than 40 years, knew to be a gracious and like-minded soul. That summer, the nationwide protests in reaction to the murder of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police threatened to detonate the country.
"We've got to do something," Powell pleaded to his friend. "Our country is getting torn apart by hatred."
By the end of the phone call, Powell, who is Black, and Place, who is White, were weeping. And they had resolved to use the only vehicle at their immediate disposal -- football -- to try to make a difference, however small it might be.
"We don't think we're changing the city of Dayton. We're not changing the state of Ohio. We're certainly not changing the world," Place, 77, explained on the morning of the fifth annual tournament. "But there's a small world called Miami Valley high school football. That's our world. And we're trying to change our world. We don't have delusions of grandeur. Let's just bring some kids together for one day to play football and talk."

"I've had to explain to four or five coaches how we define 'social justice,'" said Jim Place, one of the event's organizers. "I tell them, 'What it means to us is this: We're going to bring White kids and Black kids together to talk about race and acceptance.'" (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


The seven-on-seven tournament certainly made a lot more sense in the summer of 2021, when the inaugural edition took place and featured 28 local high school teams. Joe Biden was the president. Diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) initiatives were on the upswing in what felt like a national reckoning on race in the wake of Floyd's murder. Pro athletes, teams and entire leagues were putting their names behind the notion of social justice.
Four years later, the very notion of a social justice movement seems quaint, as if from a different era or planet. The second Trump administration, along with its allies, has waged an all-out war on DEI initiatives, attempting to remove their influence from every aspect of American life, including schools and sports. In March, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) signed legislation banning DEI programs from public colleges and universities in the state.
But Powell and Place said they never entertained thoughts of scrapping this year's event; in fact, it grew for the fourth straight year, hosting eight more teams than last year. Place said there was not a single case of a previous participant suddenly withdrawing this year, though he said there are perhaps a few dozen schools, mostly in rural communities, that have consistently said no thanks each summer for reasons that seem to be obvious.
"I've had to explain to four or five coaches how we define 'social justice,'" Place added. "I tell them, 'What it means to us is this: We're going to bring White kids and Black kids together to talk about race and acceptance.' Even for the schools that won't come, I don't think it's the coaches [making that call]. It's the communities -- mostly the school boards."
The organizers and guest speakers -- which this year included ex-NFL defensive linemen Brandon McKinney and Keith Rucker, both Ohio products -- carefully avoided hot-button issues such as immigration and proper nouns such as Republican, Democrat, Biden and Trump.
That football is the singular vehicle for this effort is not insignificant. There may be no other place in the country where the sport is more important to the community than the region known as the Miami Valley (named for the Great Miami River, which bisects Dayton), in the heart of Big Ten country. Dayton has at least some claim to being the birthplace of pro football: The NFL considers the Dayton Triangles' 14-0 victory over the Columbus Panhandles in 1920 at Dayton's Triangle Park as the first game in league history.
And as more than one observer remarked, the football locker room, at least in theory, comes as close to the melting-pot ethos of an idealized America as any other sphere of life.
"If the rest of the world were a football team," said Steve Specht, coach of Cincinnati private school powerhouse St. Xavier, as he watched his team run through its pregame drills, "we'd have a much better world."

Coaches Steve Specht, left, of St. Xavier High and Maurice Douglass of Springfield High talk on the sideline during the tournament. (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)



A speaker leads a conversation with student-athletes as part of a breakout session. (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


The seven-on-seven, two-hand-touch version of football, without pads or linemen, is the dominant form in summers across Ohio and elsewhere. And there is no shortage of local tournaments that bring schools together to compete in low-stakes scrimmages.
But none is like this one, tethered as it is to a greater purpose that never loses its relevance, even as the political winds shift.
"The fact we're doing this today is more important now than it was even three or four years ago. We needed this in 2021 -- but now we need it even more, because things are pretty bad right now," said Maurice Douglass, an 11-year NFL veteran and since 2014 the coach at Springfield High, about 25 miles northeast of Dayton. "As much as we love the football, what happens afterward [during the social justice workshop] is even more important. Somebody in there is going to give you some knowledge that's transforming."
Last fall, Springfield -- both the town itself and Douglass's football team -- was blindsided by the bizarre and false attacks from Trump, then the Republican presidential nominee, and running mate JD Vance, at the time an Ohio senator, that Haitian immigrants in the community were abducting and eating pets. The claims led to bomb threats, school evacuations and an avalanche of national media attention.
"It was bad, man," said Douglass, who has about 15 players of Haitian descent on his 2025 roster and, long after the rumors were debunked, still worries about their well-being. "We just pray, man: 'Lord, protect my babies.'"

One of the players' assignments at the tournament was to take selfies with players and coaches they didn't know before. (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


After two hours of scrimmaging against three other teams at the University of Dayton's practice field, Douglass's Wildcats and the other players filed into the President's Lounge at the university's arena and found seats. The next thing they heard was Powell's booming voice.
"You're going to get a lesson you don't get in your classrooms," he said. "You're going to get a lesson that sometimes you dodge -- because people are not comfortable talking about this."
After a speech lasting perhaps 15 minutes, Powell stopped and gave the instructions for what was coming next: Stand up, walk to another table, find some kids who don't look like you, get into groups of about eight, no more than three players from any one team, designate someone as your group leader. Go around and introduce yourself with your name, your school and your position. Follow the discussion prompts geared toward an open dialogue on race and acceptance. Everybody must answer each question.

Former Cincinnati Bengals player Keith Rucker speaks to players and coaches during a panel. (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


Versions of this exercise took place a total of 18 times across the event's six sites, the dialogue within each group varying from spirited to acquiescent to (occasionally) dismissive, depending on the group and sometimes the leanings of the designated group leader.
"A lot of people are closed-minded."
"Slavery ended 400 years ago, so a lot of people don't want to admit there's still racism."
"People want to be with their kind, and they don't want to be around others."
"If two kids fight, and one's Black and one's White, is it racial? Or is it just two kids fighting?"
"Sports brings everybody together."
"I still see a lot of hate and a lot of people who don't want to learn."
"I don't really think racism is a thing anymore."
"This one's a dumb question."
Later, Joseph "JoJo" Ward, a senior quarterback for Middletown High, a racially diverse team roughly halfway between Dayton and Cincinnati, would recount how he forged a connection with a kid from an all-White team during their breakout session. "A lot of people like me, people of color, they tend to stick to their type," Ward said. "And he felt the same way about his people. And we bonded over how we felt people shouldn't separate themselves like that. We're all in this life together."

"We don't think we're changing the city of Dayton. We're not changing the state of Ohio. We're certainly not changing the world," said Jim Place, one of the tournament's founders. "But there's a small world called Miami Valley high school football. That's our world." (Megan Jelinger/For The Washington Post)


When time was nearly up, Powell moved back to the microphone for the final instructions: Get your cellphones out. Take a selfie with at least five players who aren't your teammates and with at least one coach who isn't your coach. Post them later on your social media accounts if you feel so inclined.
The players were suddenly dumbfounded, scrambling to locate their phones back at their original tables or stashed in their backpacks. Nobody had so much as looked at their phones in perhaps 45 minutes.
It felt, in other words, as though some sort of small miracle had just occurred, wrapped inside a much larger one.
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WNBA
Jones has 23 points, Gray 22 and the Dream pull away from the Mystics 99-83
Brionna Jones scored 23 points, Allisha Gray added 22 and the Atlanta Dream overcame a slow start to pull away from the Washington Mystics 99-83
By Associated Press | 2025-08-03
COLLEGE PARK, Ga. -- Brionna Jones scored 23 points, Allisha Gray added 22 and the Atlanta Dream overcame a slow start to pull away from the Washington Mystics 99-83 on Sunday.
The Dream missed their first six shots and fell behind 10-0 but dominated the middle two quarters, outscoring the Mystics 59-37. They shot 56% after going 3 of 13 in the first quarter.
Naz Hillmon had 14 points, 13 rebounds and five assists. Jordan Canada finished with 16 points and nine assists for the Dream (18-11), who won their third straight and set a season high for points in the second straight game.
Kiki Irafen scored 22 points for the Mystics (13-15), Sonia Citron and Shakira Austin both added 16 and Sug Sutton had 13. Washington has lost two straight and five of seven to drop into ninth place.
Washington led 23-12 after one quarter. Then Atlanta made 11 of 19 shots and forced nine turnovers in the second quarter to go in front 40-39 at the half.
The Dream closed the half with a 17-4 run, fueled by their defense. They forced 16 turnovers for 21 points in the first half and Gray had 12 points.
Jones scored 14 points and Atlanta made 13 of 20 shots in the third quarter, adding 10 more points off Washington turnovers and led by many as 13. The Dream went into the fourth quarter up 71-60.
Atlanta converted 22 turnovers into 33 points.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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Tech in Your Life
Zuckerberg fired the fact-checkers. We tested their replacement.
Our tech columnist drafted 65 community notes, Meta's new crowdsourced system to fight falsehoods. It failed to make a dent.

An example of a successful community note that was submitted for an Instagram post containing false information, which has been labeled by The Washington Post. The account that shared the original post did not respond to a request for comment. (Washington Post illustration)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-08-04
When a hoax about Donald Trump went viral at the funeral of Pope Francis, I went on social media to try to set the record straight. I'm a volunteer for community notes, a program Mark Zuckerberg announced in January that replaces fact-checkers with users to counter falsehoods on Facebook, Instagram and Threads.
I drafted a note debunking images claiming to show Trump sleeping during the ceremony. I cited live-stream footage and corroborating time stamps. I linked to research by Snopes.
None of that mattered. My community note never got added to a post because not enough other users voted it was "helpful."
Over four months, I've drafted 65 notes debunking conspiracy theories on topics ranging from airplane crashes to Ben & Jerry's ice cream. I've tried to flag fake artificial intelligence-generated video clips, viral hoax security threats and false reports about an ICE partnership with DoorDash.
Only three of them got published, all related to July's Texas floods. That's an overall success rate of less than 5 percent. My proposed notes were on topics other news outlets -- including Snopes, NewsGuard and Bloomberg News -- had decided were worth publishing their own fact checks about.
Zuckerberg fired professional fact-checkers, leaving users to fight falsehoods with community notes. As the main line of defense against hoaxes and deliberate liars exploiting our attention, community notes appear -- so far -- nowhere near up to the task.
Feeds filled with inaccurate information matter for the 54 percent of American adults who, according to Pew Research Center, get news from social media.
Zuckerberg's decision to fire fact-checkers was widely criticized as a craven attempt to appeal to President Donald Trump. He said Meta was adopting the crowdsourced community notes system used by Elon Musk's X because users would be more trustworthy and less biased than fact-checkers. Before notes get published to posts, enough users have to agree they're helpful. But agreement turns out to be more complicated than it sounds.
Meta says my test can't be used to evaluate its notes program, which has been public in the United States for more than four months. "Community Notes is a brand new product that's still in the test-and-learn phase, and it takes time to build a robust contributor community. While there are notes continuously publishing across Threads, Instagram and Facebook, not every note will be broadly rated as helpful by the community -- even if those notes were written by a Washington Post columnist," said spokeswoman Erica Sackin.
Meta declined to answer my questions about how many notes it has published, how many participants are in the program or whether there's evidence it is making an impact, despite promising to be transparent about the program.
Alexios Mantzarlis, director of the Security, Trust and Safety Initiative at Cornell Tech, published another independent evaluation of community notes in June and said it was "not yet ready for prime time." He found that only a handful of proposed notes provided truly valuable context and some were inaccurate.
"It is concerning that four months in, they have shared no updates," Mantzarlis told me.
This matters because community notes programs are spreading beyond X and Meta as a way for Big Tech to outsource the politically fraught work of moderating content. YouTube said it was testing a version last year. And TikTok said in April it was testing a system called Footnotes.
If community notes are becoming a standard for fighting falsehoods, we need to be honest about what they can and cannot do.
I volunteered to join Meta's community notes, and was initially allowed into the program on Threads, and eventually Instagram and Facebook, too.
Volunteers are able to tap a few buttons on any post from a U.S. user and suggest a note, complete with text and a link as proof. I deliberately drafted notes that crossed the political spectrum. For example, I suggested notes on a fabricated image of Pam Bondi seen over half a million times, as well as a false claim about the wealth of Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez seen a quarter of a million times.
I also voted on dozens of notes drafted by others, rating them "helpful" or "not helpful."
Community notes have upsides. I've seen users trying to tackle a wider set of topics than a traditional fact-checker might be an expert in. Some are trying to fight lies in plain, easy-to-understand language.
But I discovered problems quickly. Sometimes, posts I identified for notes wouldn't accept them because they were written by accounts outside the U.S. (which are excluded from Meta's initial program) or had other technical problems. I've seen notes suggested by others that were low quality, some with more opinions than facts, or that sourced to "Google it."
The biggest challenge has been cutting through. I started contributing in April, and by early July nothing I had proposed had been published. Only one note that I had rated as helpful, written by someone else, had been published.

An example of a failed Community Note submission that includes the original Facebook post containing false information, which has been labeled by The Washington Post. The account that shared the original post did not respond to a request for comment. (Washington Post illustration)


Meta says it is not cherry picking which notes get published. It uses a "bridging algorithm" to try to determine which notes are actually helpful, as opposed to just popular. This formula requires contributors who have disagreed with each other on past notes to agree that a new note is helpful.
In theory, this is a good thing. You don't want to publish notes that contain falsehoods or are simply attacks on particular people or ideas.
However, agreement is tough to find. Notes I couldn't get published included facts that shouldn't be up for debate, including identifying AI deepfakes. This system also doesn't lend itself to the unique risks of breaking news and fast-moving viral conspiracies. (Meta does still remove some falsehoods directly, but in very specific instances when it can lead to physical harm or interfere with elections.)
Meta says it is using the same algorithm as X, which the rival social network has published. "It's a very, very conservative system," said Kolina Koltai, who helped develop community notes at Twitter, now called X. The algorithm is better at avoiding bad stuff than ensuring the good stuff actually gets published, she says.
Koltai, who is now a Bellingcat journalist, says her own personal publishing rate on X is about 30 percent -- low, but still multiples higher than mine on Meta's social networks.
Is it possible my notes were too one-sided? I shared what I'd been proposing with Mantzarlis, who was also the founding director of the International Fact-Checking Network. He said they used "non-polarizing language, clear context, and high quality sources."
It's possible Meta hasn't been able to recruit a wide enough variety of users to meet the bridging algorithm's requirements. It could also be that the community note volunteers that Meta does have just aren't very engaged.  I kept contributing for months, even though nothing I wrote was getting published. I can't imagine most unpaid users would bother to stick around.
Some of these factors could improve as Meta's program matures. But since Zuckerberg already fired the professional fact-checkers, the community notes system isn't just a test -- it's our current main line of defense.
For users, it's a good idea to bolster our own defenses to social media lies.
But our best hope is that the teams inside Meta who care about the truth can evolve community notes to make them more effective.
It could begin allowing people to draft notes on posts written by overseas accounts. It could develop a triage system to put notes on certain topics or likely to cause more harm higher in the queue. It could also improve engagement by giving contributors clout -- maybe a badge? -- for repeat submissions.
Still, the reality is, randomly selected volunteers just can't do this work alone.
Twitter originally launched community notes alongside professional fact-checkers. "It was never, ever meant to be the solo thing," says Koltai.
Musk also eventually ended X's paid fact-checking program, and community notes have struggled to keep up with the tide of falsehoods. An analysis last year ahead of the presidential election found the majority of accurate notes proposed by X users on political posts were never shown to the public.
Fact-checkers might make mistakes, as Zuckerberg has said, but they can also check each other as part of a community.
Meta could give experts specialized profiles within community notes once they've cleared some kind of credential -- and maybe also let them get paid for their work. "Professionals and the crowd are not contradictory, they can be complementary," says Mantzarlis.
Andrea Jimenez contributed this report.
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Tech
Big Tech's hefty AI spending is reshaping the slowing economy
As revisions to U.S. jobs numbers call into question economic growth, Big Tech is becoming an even more important part of American prosperity.

An Amazon data center in Boardman, Oregon. (Jenny Kane/AP)


By Gerrit De Vynck | 2025-08-04
SAN FRANCISCO -- Big Tech's unprecedented spending spree on artificial intelligence is getting so big that it's starting to reshape the U.S. economy.
Google, Meta, Amazon and Microsoft reaffirmed this past week that they are on track to spend more than $350 billion this year building and equipping AI data centers -- a massive influx of money that economists and analysts say could be a countervailing force to what appears to be a decelerating economy.
Revised job numbers released Friday by the Labor Department suggest the U.S. job market appears weaker than previously understood, with employers pulling back sharply on new hiring in May and June. At the same time, Big Tech's infusion of cash will go toward building and expanding data centers, which could create more infrastructure jobs as well as higher demand for computer chips, servers and other network equipment that power them. AI investments could grow the economy by as much as 0.7 percent in 2025, according a calculation by Jens Nordvig, an economist and the founder of economic data platform Exante Data. That would represent half of the 1.4 percent growth projection for the U.S. economy this year from the Federal Reserve.
Hefty AI spending is creating a situation where the U.S. economy is becoming even more dependent on Big Tech, raising concerns from some analysts and economists that should the AI boom slow down, it could further harm the economy.
"The AI complex seems to be carrying the economy on its back now," said Callie Bost, a market strategist with investment firm Ritholtz Wealth Management. "In a healthy economy, consumers and businesses from all backgrounds and industries should be participating meaningfully. That's not the case right now."
AI executives argue the spending boom will create more jobs and bring about scientific breakthroughs with advancements in the technology. OpenAI has said that once its AI data centers are built, the resulting economic boom will create "hundreds of thousands of American jobs."
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg has been on an AI hiring spree that began in June, offering hundreds of millions of dollars in salaries as it launches a new team dedicated to creating "superintelligence," a term for machines hoped to one day outperform humans at every possible task.
"AI will improve all our existing systems and enable the creation and discovery of new things that aren't imaginable today," Zuckerberg wrote in a July 30 manifesto laying out the company's AI plans, predicting the tech would usher in a "new era" of productivity and economic development.
A handful of regions across the U.S., including Texas and Northern Virginia, may benefit from increased construction jobs as the data centers are built, but once they're up and running, they will require fewer people to maintain them. Nvidia, which is the biggest AI chip supplier in the world, brought in $44 billion in revenue in the most recent quarter alone. That company's stock has skyrocketed over the past two years, turning many of its individual employees with stock options into millionaires and some of its executives into billionaires.
Wall Street has so far rewarded Big Tech companies for their spending on AI, increasing their market value and making them an even bigger part of the overall stock market. Microsoft, an investor in OpenAI, last week hit a $4 trillion market valuation after reporting strong earnings growth, the second company to hit that threshold after Nvidia. Meta's stock jumped 11 percent after reporting strong earnings and telling investors its AI spending would be on the high end of its previous predictions.
Investor enthusiasm for AI has boosted the stock portfolios of many Americans, but if the economy sours, Big Tech stocks could be hit hard, impacting 401(k)s and investment portfolios, market strategists and investors say.
"Recessions can snap your focus back to reality quickly, and what gets hit the worst in recession-fueled market sell-offs is high-valuation growth stocks," said Bost.
Investment bank Raymond James said it expects the AI spending boom to continue for the "next couple years," but only if tech companies can show they're able to make real money from AI services.
AI boosters argue that demand for the tech will increase exponentially as more people use it, but skeptics point out that the costs of AI services have already fallen as companies compete to drive them down and AI algorithms become more efficient.
"This build out presumes something that isn't true and that is you can make a reasonable rate of return well into the future," said Paul Kedrosky, a tech investor and research affiliate at MIT's Initiative on the Digital Economy.
There are also questions about whether all of the promised funding from AI companies will actually materialize. On the first day of Trump's term, he hosted OpenAI and Japanese investment giant SoftBank to announce the companies' plans to build $500 billion worth of data centers during Trump's presidency. But the companies also said not all of the funding for the project had been secured yet.
Other big-ticket tech projects have failed to materialize in the past. During Trump's first term, Taiwanese tech manufacturer Foxconn unveiled plans to build a $10 billion facility in Wisconsin. It never opened.
The tech industry has been feverishly investing in AI since OpenAI kicked off an arms race in late 2022 with the release of ChatGPT. The tech behind ChatGPT and other tools like Google's AI search answers demand more computational power than regular apps or internet searches. That means the companies must buy expensive computer chips manufactured abroad, and build energy-intensive data centers to keep them running around-the-clock.
There aren't any signs Big Tech will slow down its AI spending. In earnings calls over the past two weeks, company executives said capital expenditures would keep growing. Google increased its planned spending to $85 billon from $75 billion. Amazon said it would likely overshoot its previous expectation of investing $100 billion this year. Meta said its spending would be as high as $72 billion in 2025 and would increase it even more in 2026.
The companies have surpassed previous forecasts they've made. Microsoft said last week it is on track to spend $30 billion on AI in the current quarter. If that rate continues, the company will surpass its previous prediction of spending $80 billion on AI this year.
The numbers are bigger than anything in the tech industry's history. From 2023 through the end of this year, Google, Microsoft, Meta and Amazon will spend more on new investments than they did for all the years from 2010 to 2022 combined, according to an analysis of historical spending by The Washington Post. That period covers a time in which Big Tech was growing rapidly, building new offices all over the world, constructing data centers to run cloud services and laying thousands of miles of transoceanic internet cables.
The spending has also eclipsed other major tech projects in U.S. history. NASA's Apollo program cost around $25 billion, the agency told Congress in 1973. In today's dollars, that's around $180 billion, a fraction of what the tech industry will spend on AI this year alone.
In China, which has its own AI spending boom as the country seeks to compete with the U.S. for control over the future of the technology, President Xi Jinping recently criticized local officials for investing too much in AI data centers.
"The foundation of the (U.S.) economy is cracked, even if AI optimism is keeping the momentum going for now," said Bost.
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Tech
The rise of AI tools that write about you when you die 
Families and funeral directors are using AI obituary generators to more efficiently memorialize the dead. What happens when they get it wrong?

(Susie Ang For The Washington Post)


By Drew Harwell | 2025-08-03
Two days after Jeff Fargo's mother died, he lay in bed, crying, at home in Nevada and opened his laptop to ChatGPT.
Her friends had asked about an obituary, so for nearly an hour he typed about her life: that she had been a single mom in a male-dominated world, that she never got the credit she was owed, that she was loved.
After a few seconds, the chatbot offered its condolences and a short passage memorializing her as an avid golfer known for her "kindness and love of dogs." After it was published in her community's newspaper, her friends said it captured her beautifully.
"I just ... emptied my soul into the prompt," said Fargo, 55. "I was mentally not in a place where I could give my mom what she deserved. And this did it for me."
Artificial intelligence tools are not just reshaping how we work, learn and live. They're also changing what happens after we die, as families and funeral homes seek help in creating tributes and eulogies to define a loved one's life.
Funeral directors are increasingly asking the relatives of the deceased whether they would prefer for AI to write the obituary, rather than take on the task themselves. Josh McQueen, the vice president of marketing and product for the funeral-home management software Passare, said its AI tool has written tens of thousands of obituaries nationwide in the last few years.
Tech start-ups are also working to build obituary generators that are available to everyone in their time of grief, for a small fee. Sonali George, the founder of one such tool called CelebrateAlly, said the AI functions as an "enabler for human connection" because it can help people skip past an overwhelming task and still end up with something that can bring their family together.
"Imagine for the person who just died, [wouldn't] that person want their best friend to say a heartfelt tribute that makes everybody laugh, brings out the best, with AI?" she said. "If you had the tool to do '25 reasons why I love you, mom,'" she added, "wouldn't it still mean something, even if it was written by a machine?"
The AI tools' speed has made them quite popular in the "death care" industry, where funeral staff have traditionally been required to pull together sensitive details about a person's lineage and accomplishments before writing the documents themselves.
Skip Phelps, a sales executive at Spring Grove Cemetery and Arboretum in Cincinnati, said in a testimonial on Passare's website that its AI obituary writer is "truly amazing," with "great adjectives and descriptions." And Ryan Lynch, the head of product at PlotBox, an Ireland-based developer of cemetery software, said the tools were the talk of last year's National Funeral Directors Association conference in Las Vegas.
"Someone did stand up and say they thought it was the greatest advancement in funeral-home technology since some kind of embalming tool," Lynch said. "Which I thought was maybe a bit hyperbolic."
Outside the funeral business, however, obituary generators disturb people who see them as heartless shortcuts for reducing a person's life to automated text. They have also inflamed broader anxieties about how AI could coarsen the way people relate to and remember one another, turning basic elements of human existence, like grief, into just another task to optimize.
Irina Raicu, who directs the internet ethics program at Santa Clara University, said she worries about the "flattening effect" that could stem from people outsourcing their most emotional moments to unfeeling machines. A "generic simulacrum" of a memorial can't capture the full color of a person's relationships and experiences, she said, or offer the kind of real sorrow that can lead to closure for the people they left behind.
In a traditional obituary, "you can actually see the person through the writer's eyes, and that's what makes it so powerful," she said. "I am hearing my friend's voice in describing their loved ones. That's what gets lost: that sense of really seeing what they saw."
***
To McQueen, the funeral software executive, the technology's value is obvious. For a human, the task of elegantly summing up a loved one's life -- while also navigating the sadness and logistics of their death -- can be stressful and emotionally draining. For a large language model, it's all just text.
"You're given this assignment to write 500 words, and you want to be loving and profound, but you're dealing with this grief, so you sit at your computer and you're paralyzed," he said. "If this can help get some of your thoughts and ideas down on paper ... that to me is a win."
Thousands of funeral homes now use the company's software, he said, and many of them let families access the AI tool through their online funeral portals. Beyond clearing writer's block, he said, the AI is unmatched in being able to quickly adjust an obituary's length or tone.
"Do you want it to be more celebratory? Traditional? Poetic? Humorous?" McQueen said. "It provides just a new flavor on it, if you will."
Streamlining the tribute-making process has been a boon for funeral home professionals, whom families often entrust to do the work themselves, said Walker Posey, a fourth-generation funeral director and embalmer in South Carolina who works as the National Funeral Directors Association's spokesman.
Funeral directors, he said, are eager to make their businesses more efficient and often strained for time: Each family visit can require up to three hours of meetings and another three hours on the back end, managing paperwork. Many software programs the industry uses for case management, such as Afterword and Tribute, aim to help by offering AI obituary writers as a core feature.
"When you have, from a business standpoint, a high flow of families," Posey said, you want to see as many as possible while still "staying keen to the importance of human connection."
But the shift has created some division in the industry, with some old-timers unnerved by the coldness of it all -- or by the thought it might help take their jobs away. Posey, for his part, has been reluctant to use AI to write full obituaries, though he has copied a phrase or two. "Remember, this is an industry that has for a long time been in the same place," he said.
The Tribute tool on a funeral home's website in Florida lets a family member choose the obituary's tone and "creativity level" as well as three words to describe their loved one, such as "selfless" or "wise." There's also a checkbox option if the writer wants to "include a memorable quote."
Instructed to write a "playful" obituary for a spirited, funny and faith-filled fake person, the AI tool said the man had been "born on a chilly day," "lived by the words of the great Groucho Marx," "inspired everyone" and died in a "sunny embrace," despite being given none of that information.
In other prompts, it invented fake nicknames, preferences and life events, even declaring that the man had established a community theater and mentored a "young comedian ... who went on to tour nationally."
James, a worker at a funeral home in Philadelphia who spoke on the condition of not including his last name because he was not authorized to discuss internal operations, said homes like his use ChatGPT to write obituaries all the time without telling their clients.
The AI, he said, has helped funeral directors spend more time handling all the logistical, legal and liturgical work surrounding most funerals, from filing burial paperwork to coordinating military honors and planning for dove releases.
But the tools are not without risks. Their tendency to make stuff up, known as "hallucinating," has led to some awkward errors, including returning obituaries in which a person's family members get mixed up.
When he uses ChatGPT to make an obituary, James said, he tells the AI not to use flowery language or make any assumptions about how a person died, such as that they "passed away peacefully" or were "surrounded by loved ones," as the tool wrote during one of his early attempts. "We don't know that it was a peaceful death, though we'd like to imagine it was," he said.
Funeral directors at his home, he said, offer the service free of charge and liken nondisclosure to sparing the family from being burdened with one more sensitive detail. "We're not gonna walk through every single step of how a cremation is done, either," he said.
***
For families wanting to go their own way, some developers have built consumer-facing AI obituary generators, promoting them as a more specialized way to announce a passing on social media or in the local newspaper than just asking ChatGPT.
George, the CelebrateAlly founder and a former program manager at Microsoft, launched her obituary maker after being surprised at how much people liked an AI-generated speech she delivered at a friend's wedding. Besides obituaries, the start-up offers AI generators for basically every piece of writing linked to a major life event, including love letters, proposal speeches, condolence messages and marriage vows.
The AI-obituary feature, which includes a brief questionnaire about the person's life (their surviving family members, how they died, whether they were "spiritual" or "resilient"), has written more than 250 obituaries since March, according to a breakdown she compiled for The Washington Post.
Most requesters asked the AI to use a "heartfelt" tone (52 percent), though 17 percent also wanted something "reflective / emotional." About 10 of the obituaries were for pets, she said.
As part of the breakdown, George asked Cursor, an AI coding tool, to give her an anonymized summary of people's obituary requests. "Funny memories and deeply personal quirks make the biggest impact," it said. "The ordinary -- like gardening, Sunday dinners or silly habits -- becomes sacred in memory."
The site charges $5 for 100 credits, with each text generation costing 10 credits, and toggles among different AI tools based on tone. For more creative writing, George has trained the system to use OpenAI's GPT4 Turbo, which she finds funnier. For more logical messages, like "100 reasons why I love my wife," the system turns to Anthropic's AI model, Claude.
George said she knows some people find these kinds of tools soulless and insincere. But she likened the idea to when her husband buys her a necklace: He didn't make it, but he did make an effort to show he cared.
Not everyone has appreciated how the systems work. Michael Worden, a designer and copywriter in Seattle, built an AI obituary generator last year after learning his mother was teaching a class in her retirement community about how seniors could write their own.
He created a 27-page, 110-question form -- asking about not just about life events but also the person's signature mannerisms, favorite celebrities and how they would have spent a perfect day -- and hooked it up to Anthropic's Claude Sonnet, an AI language model he prefers for creative writing.
More than 500 people have used the site to write obituaries so far, he said, but his mother wants nothing to do with it, arguing that the seniors she lives with will find it disheartening and dismissive to think "someone found a faster way to remember you and move on with their lives."
Worden suspects that kind of resistance will fade as the technology blooms. Where older people might see an AI obituary as inauthentic or reductive, he said, younger generations might see it as a way to show they care enough to want to get it right.
Young people "feel immense pressure to create the perfect farewell but worry their writing skills may not do justice to someone they deeply love," he wrote to a Post reporter -- with help, he said afterward, from AI.
Mary McGreevy, a Minnesota woman who reads and commentates obituaries on her popular TikTok account, Tips from Dead People, said she appreciates how the tools can help people when they're feeling stressed and uncreative.
She recalled a pair of sisters who said, "We couldn't see through our tears, but we had the facts, so we put them into ChatGPT and it got us 75 percent of the way there."
But she also worries that AI will lead to more tributes that feel "templated and airbrushed," like posthumous resumes. The best obituaries, she said, aren't lists of accomplishments but stories of flawed people that "act as a mirror to how we think about our own lives."
In laying out their value, she referred to the Japanese aesthetic principle of "wabi-sabi," in which an art piece's imperfections, like cracks in the ceramic, are displayed in such a way that "the art would not be complete without them."
"It's not the people who are talented writers whose obituaries go viral. It's the people who just lay it all out there ... to get to the imperfect heart of who that person was," she said. "Those are the ones I think truly help people in their grief. And they're not necessarily professional or polished at all."
***
Bob Treadway, a 65-year-old legal consultant in Lexington, Kentucky, said he's noticed -- or, at least, suspected -- a growing number of AI obituaries over the last few months: the paint-by-numbers phrases, the clunky sentences.
He reads his local paper's obit section every day to "get a sense generally of who's still around" and has learned from its pages of old friends and acquaintances passing away. But he's been saddened to see so many obits get replaced by stilted messages that read as if they were ripped from LinkedIn.
"You start getting up in years, and so do your friends, and they start dying ... and you want a sense of personal reflection," he said. "I've read some ... that have got where they went to school and that they had this business and that business, and it looks like they've taken it off their resume."
The use of AI-writing tools is expanding beyond families and funeral homes. When the Blackstone executive Wesley LePatner was killed last month in a Manhattan mass killing, the business news site Fortune said it used AI to "help with an initial draft" of an article summarizing her life.
But the shift toward automated writing has also brought with it a wave of online confusion. Some spammers and scam artists have used chatbots to make obituaries of the recently deceased, hoping to profit from the search traffic or on referrals for flowers or gifts.
The funeral industry nevertheless sees AI as the wave of the future. The company behind Passare is preparing an AI assistant so that a funeral director can ask for, say, "creative ideas for a graveside service," McQueen said.
Batesville, an Indiana-based maker of caskets and cremation urns, has offered an AI tool called Meaningful Selections that can assess a person's hobbies, military service or religious beliefs to filter out or promote different casket interior colors, remembrance jewelry, memorial stationery, personalized medallions and other "burial solutions."
And the second-place winner of the National Funeral Directors Association's Innovation Awards last year was an app called Nemu that uses an AI image analyzer to catalogue and appraise all the stuff left behind in a person's home so family members "can celebrate the memories they have of a loved one, not fight over them," as a promotional video said.
Fargo, the Nevada man who used ChatGPT to write his mother's obituary, still remembers the sense of relief he felt when the AI returned something he felt captured who she was. He said he believes "she'd be very happy with the end result" and said he hopes his three kids use one for him when he passes away.
He's thought about what new ChatGPT features he might use for his father's obituary, when the time comes. "This time I'm gonna use Deep Research mode," he said. "It's gonna be a banger."
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Police nationwide are embracing a new first responder: Drones
Police tout the "Drone as First Responder" technology as life-saving for officers and community members, while critics raise surveillance and privacy concerns.

A drone lands for a battery swap at Rockaway Beach in Queens, on July 11, 2024. (Seth Wenig/AP)


By Marie-Rose Sheinerman | 2025-08-04
In dozens of U.S. cities, the next time you call 911, a drone might show up before an officer does.
The technology behind that -- "Drone as First Responder," or DFR -- has skyrocketed in popularity among police departments nationwide since the Federal Aviation Administration streamlined the process for agencies to adopt the program this spring. While it could previously take up to a year to get approval, it now often takes just days.
Law enforcement and drone industry leaders praise the technology as lifesaving, with the potential to help authorities in situations ranging from missing persons cases to active shooter incidents. But critics worry the programs encourage mass surveillance and violate the public's privacy.
"When you have a camera in the sky that can see things that police officers can't normally see, that offers a huge potential for privacy invasion," said Beryl Lipton, a senior researcher with the Electronic Frontier Foundation, a digital rights group.
DFRs serve as an "eye in the sky," police say, streaming footage to officers before they enter a potentially dangerous situation. One of the hardest aspects of policing is that in calls for service, "we don't have crystal balls, we don't know what we're going into," said Roxana Kennedy, chief of the police department in Chula Vista, California.
There is no public list of law enforcement agencies that have adopted the programs, and gray areas around what constitutes a DFR versus a different kind of drone program makes creating a definitive count difficult. Around 50 agencies launched DFR programs between 2018 and 2024, said Charles Werner, a retired Charlottesville fire chief who founded DRONERESPONDERS, an advocacy group that promotes responsible drone use. But the technology is gaining ground fast: "A handful of departments per week" are adopting it, said Divy Shrivastava, CEO of Paladin Drones, a DFR manufacturer.
The FAA has approved waivers for at least 300 agencies to adopt drone first responder programs so far this year, according to Werner, who said he meets regularly with representatives of the federal regulatory agency.
"The FAA made the review process faster by removing duplicate steps and giving first responders updated guidance on how to submit waiver requests," an FAA spokesperson said in an unsigned statement to The Washington Post.
Capt. John English, who leads the DFR program for the Chula Vista Police Department, called the drones the "single greatest integrated piece of technology" for policing. His agency became the nation's first adopter of the program in 2018.

A law enforcement official sets up a drone as police conduct a manhunt for a mass shooting suspect in Monmouth, Maine, in October 2023. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


DFRs are different from the tactical drones long used in policing, drone experts said. Unlike some earlier drones, DFRs can be launched from docks positioned around a city and controlled from inside police stations. They don't need to be within an officer's line of sight, which is why they require a special waiver from the FAA as part of a regulatory process meant to prevent collisions and other hazards.
The drones can arrive on the scene of emergencies far faster than squad cars, police chiefs told The Post. Kennedy's department, Chula Vista, said its drones' average response time is under two minutes, consistently outpacing patrol units. In Redmond, Washington, drones arrive to the scene before an officer about 75 percent of the time they are deployed, according to municipal data. In Elk Grove, California, that rate is 70 percent.
The incident that "changed everything" for Kennedy, she said, was when a drone responded in 2018 to a call about a man who appeared to be erratically waving a gun. Before officers arrived, the drone footage showed the object was not a gun, but a cigarette lighter.
"It could have ended up in a shooting," Kennedy said.
Police officials whose departments have adopted DFRs said the programs are invaluable. In May, a drone in Redmond helped locate a missing diabetic elderly man. Officers on foot had searched the area where he was ultimately found but couldn't see or hear him, said Darrell Lowe, the city's police chief.
Lt. Romy Mutuc, who heads the new DFR program in Laredo, Texas, said his department has equipped its drones with Narcan -- a nasal spray that can treat narcotic overdoses. In an overdose scenario, Mutuc said, an officer could drop a dose onto the scene and talk a bystander through the process of applying it through the drone's loudspeaker.
DFRs are also widely deployed for low-priority calls, like about a suspicious person walking near private property. Sometimes the drones help police realize it's unnecessary to send an officer to the scene in-person. In nearly 20 percent of incidents where the Chula Vista department has deployed a DFR, the agency has canceled officer response after the drone's arrival, according to English.

Police officers demonstrate their drone program outside the Salt Lake Public Safety building on March 7, 2024. (Kim Raff/For The Washington Post)


But there are concerns among critics, who say drone first responders can encourage police intrusion in places they couldn't normally view.
"Drones and aerial cameras could be used to surveil political protests, and it could even be deployed for other purposes to see who is seeking health care in California from another state, or used to track who's coming and going at an immigration courthouse," said Jacob Snow, a technology and civil liberties attorney at the ACLU of Northern California. "So the idea that we should all be assured that law enforcement is just saying, 'Don't worry, it's only for a narrow purpose' flies in the face of what's happened historically."
In Chula Vista, a lawsuit filed by a local newspaper publisher seeks to force the police department to release the drone video footage collected in one month of 2021. The publisher, Art Castanares, is concerned that police could be infringing on people's privacy, said Cory Briggs, his attorney.
Privacy advocates say police departments may promise to only use the DFRs to respond to calls for service or certain kinds of emergencies, but once the technology is out of the bottle, it will be hard to put it back in.
Drone industry representatives and cities that have adopted DFR programs have offered assurances that they have implemented guardrails to address privacy concerns. Some departments said they keep the cameras pointed toward the horizon while in route to an incident. Some don't turn on the camera's recording function until the drone arrives at its destination, said Werner. And agencies said they aim to be transparent about the technology's use, including through public dashboards that log flight maps.
Skydio, a DFR manufacturer, works with agencies to help develop policies surrounding drone use, "and more importantly, how they do not intend on using drones," said Noreen Charlton, the senior manager of public safety marketing at the firm. In Redmond, the city's policy "prohibits the department from using drones for general surveillance, harassing or discriminating against individuals or groups, or conducting personal business."
But those concerned about excessive surveillance remain skeptical. Lipton, of the Electronic Frontier Foundation, said she hopes there are "consequences for when there is abuse or misuse" of DFRs. Part of that, she said, could involve "annual reviews by the city council and public meetings to discuss what reasons the surveillance tools were used for and whether there were any violations."
In the same vein, independent oversight bodies and local government could help assuage some of the concerns by imposing strict limits on the programs, said Jay Stanley, a privacy and technology policy analyst at the ACLU.
"This is really a brand new technology," he said, "and the jury is still out on it."
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Two arrested as manhunt goes on for Tennessee quadruple murder suspect
Police are searching for Austin Drummond, charged in the murders of four people in Tiptonville whose bodies were found after an abandoned baby was discovered.

Vehicles are taken by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation on Wednesday in Lake County, Tennessee, near an area where four family members were found dead. (AP)


By Leo Sands | 2025-08-03
Authorities in Tennessee arrested and charged two people with assisting a suspect in a quadruple murder case, as the high-profile search for the wanted man -- whom they described as "armed and dangerous" -- entered a fourth day.
The suspect, Austin Robert Drummond, 28, was charged with four counts of murder after three adults and a minor -- all family members -- were found dead in a wooded area in Tiptonville, western Tennessee, on Tuesday.
The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is leading the sprawling manhunt for Drummond, which was sparked after a baby girl was found abandoned in a car seat in a front yard that authorities said belonged to a person unconnected to the case. After authorities said they were searching for the baby's family, the bodies of four of her relatives were found.
Authorities identified the victims as James M. Wilson, 21, and Adrianna Williams, 20, the parents of the abandoned baby; and Cortney Rose, 38, and Braydon Williams, 15, Adrianna's mother and brother.
On Saturday, authorities charged Giovonte Thomas, 29, and Tanaka Brown, 29, two men from Jackson, Tennessee, who were described as "associates" of Drummond, with accessory after the fact to first-degree murder in connection to the manhunt. Brown was charged with an additional count of tampering with evidence.
The Dyer County Sheriff's Office in Tennessee has offered a $15,000 reward for information that could lead to Drummond's arrest. The suspect, described as 5-foot-10 and blond, also faces a kidnapping charge and multiple weapons charges.
It was not immediately clear whether the three men had legal representation. The Washington Post was unable to reach the public defender's office early Sunday.
The Dyer County Sheriff's Office said it received a report at 3:11 p.m. Tuesday of an infant having been dropped off in a car seat by someone in a minivan or SUV at a "random individual's front yard."
In a Friday news conference, TBI Director David Rausch said the killings did not appear to be random acts of violence. "It appears, with all the information that we have, that this was a targeted incident," he said.
Authorities have not released any information on a possible motive.
"While this was an extremely tragic and violent event ... there was a sign of compassion," Rausch added, in an apparent reference to the discovery of the infant alive. "That tells us that there's a possibility that Austin may have a sense that there is hope for him to be able to come in. We're asking him: Give us a call, let us pick you up, or bring yourself in."
Over the weekend, law enforcement officials searching for the suspect said they found an abandoned white pickup truck about 20 miles south of Tiptonville.
In Jackson, which is roughly 60 miles farther southeast, police said Saturday that they discovered another vehicle belonging to Drummond. "It appears that he has been living in the vehicle and may be in the area," the Jackson Police Department said in a statement.
The baby is "safe and being cared for," Stephen Sutton, a spokesman for the Lake and Dyer county sheriffs, said Friday.
The TBI said it was coordinating the search with 11 law enforcement agencies at the local, state and federal levels.
Under Tennessee law, the maximum punishment for first-degree murder is death and the maximum punishment for accessory after the fact is six years' imprisonment.
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National
Reeling over alleged child sex ring, Alabama community asks: 'Did no one know?'
At prayer meetings and other gatherings, Bibb County residents have grappled with the realization that horrific crimes may have been happening in their town.

Community leader and minister Bobby Terry, Jarrod Sander and Centreville Mayor Mike Oakley lead a morning prayer gathering with members of the Centreville and Brent communities on July 26, in response to recent child abuse allegations. (Andi Rice/For The Washington Post)


By Holly Bailey | 2025-08-03
CENTREVILLE, Ala. -- Inside a small Presbyterian church off the courthouse square, a few dozen people packed the pews on a hot summer evening, their faces a mix of sweat and tears. There were Baptists and Methodists and some who claimed no denomination at all, heads bowed and eyes closed in a rare show of interfaith unity amid criminal allegations considered so evil that some openly wondered if Satan himself had taken up residence here.
Days earlier, just across the street, Bibb County Sheriff Jody Wade said his office had uncovered an alleged child sex trafficking ring operating from a concrete bunker behind a home on the dusty outskirts of Brent, an adjacent town of about 3,000 people located an hour south of Birmingham. At least 10 children between the ages of 3 and 15 were allegedly victimized.
Over a period spanning at least three years, the children had been taken to the bunker, a structure on the edge of a wooded area that had been originally built as an underground storm shelter in a region known for destructive tornadoes.
But that refuge of safety was transformed into a den of horrors, according to Wade. The children were allegedly drugged and abused in an operation that included sex trafficking, torture and acts so cruel that Wade said they led to him to question humanity. Seven people were arrested and charged with a laundry list of crimes, including numerous charges of rape, sexual abuse, trafficking and kidnapping. The defendants include the parents of at least four victims.

Children were allegedly kept in this concrete structure, where officials said they were abused by seven people who were charged in connection with a human trafficking operation in Brent, Alabama. (WVTM 13)


Wade has repeatedly warned that the revelations are probably only "scratching the surface," with additional victims and more arrests expected. "I know God's forgiveness is boundless, but if there was a limit to it, I think we reached it," he said, describing the situation as the worst case of child abuse he has seen in his career.
The announcement stunned the communities of Brent and Centreville. The sister cities are on the rural county backroads of central Alabama, a region where churches are almost as prolific as the kudzu vines swallowing much of the summer landscape. For some, the allegations of something so sinister happening in their own backyard has been a test of their deep faith, an acknowledgment of how small towns and rural communities have changed and how systems intended to protect vulnerable children often fail to do so.
"Like everybody, my emotions are all over the place," said Bobby Terry, a local minister who has been attending the prayer vigils. "I just don't want the world to think that this is our community. I've been living here my entire life and there's never been anything of this magnitude. I mean, we have problems, you know, but there's never been anything like this."
To some local residents, sex-abuse scandals are the province of rich elites, like the late financier Jeffrey Epstein, who is pictured on a billboard in nearby Birmingham with President Donald Trump, along with the question, "What's the big secret fellas?" It is a reference to accusations that Trump's Justice Department is covering up details from Epstein's alleged sex crimes that could also ensnare the current president, his predecessor Bill Clinton or other famous people who spent time with Epstein decades ago. (Trump has denied any knowledge of Epstein's crimes and had claimed that the two had a falling out years before the disgraced billionaire's convictions on sex crimes.)
Now, at prayer meetings and other gatherings, Bibb County residents have grappled with the realization that even more horrific crimes than those Epstein was accused of may have been happening in their own town. For some, it has shattered a sense that their small community was safer than bigger cities. But experts say rural areas are among the places where people are the most vulnerable to trafficking and abuse -- including in Alabama, where local prosecutors say such cases have been on the rise.
"We can't assume that just because we're in small towns that everything operates like it did in the days of 'The Andy Griffith Show,'" Robert Turner Jr., the district attorney for Alabama's 4th Judicial Circuit, which includes Bibb County, told WAKA-TV. "A lot of these small towns may appear to be Mayberry, but they are far from it."
Lynn Ellinghaus, a Brent native, physically shivered thinking about images she had seen of the bunker on local television. It looked like something "out of horror movie," she said, as she attended a community vigil.
The case was all anyone she knew was talking about, from the kids to the suspects and then the biggest mystery of all: "How did no one know?" she wondered. "All that time, and no one saw any sign?"
Wade said his office was tipped off about the possible abuse earlier this year by a caseworker with the Alabama Department of Human Resources (DHR), the agency that oversees child welfare. An agency spokesperson declined to comment on any aspect of the case, citing "confidentiality laws," and Wade did not respond to requests for comment. But it led investigators to a property along Aaron Drive, five miles from the Centreville town square.
The home that investigators visited sits at the end of a long gravel driveway on the edge of thick woods, off a dirt road riddled with potholes. It is surrounded by overgrown grassy lots dotted with wrecked cars and dilapidated mobile homes. Across from the driveway, a faded yellow sign almost entirely concealed by thick green vines reads: "Watch for children."
The property is linked to a relative of William Chase McElroy, 21, who was initially arrested Feb. 5 and charged with two counts of sexual abuse for inappropriately touching two young children. According to court records, Andres Trejo-Velazquez, the father of the children, is listed as a witness on the complaint. A judge said McElroy could be released from Bibb County Jail on a $60,000 bond, but it is unclear if he left custody. A week later, he was arrested again and charged with sexually abusing two other children under the age of 7. This time, a judge denied bond.
Investigators took notice of structure behind the house that Wade said initially looked like a carport but had a rear door leading to an underground storm shelter. There they found a dirty mattress, a fan and other furniture. A little over two months later, Dalton Terrell, 21, a high school classmate of McElroy who lived near the bunker, was arrested and charged with multiple counts of rape, sodomy and human trafficking. According to an April 29 complaint, Terrell admitted to investigators that he had abused six children and that he "gave money to two adults to use the children."

Authorities allege that sex trafficking and child abuse took place in an underground storm shelter located on rural property in Brent. One person arrested in connection with the case is believed to have resided at the property. (Andi Rice/For The Washington Post)


Wade has said Terrell's cooperation blew open the investigation. The next day, Trejo-Velazquez, 29, was arrested and charged with six counts of human trafficking. Three of the victims were his own children, while a fourth was his partner's daughter, according to court records. On July 15, a Bibb County grand jury indicted McElroy, Terrell and Trejo-Velazquez on additional charges including rape, trafficking, kidnapping and abuse.
In late July, four others were arrested and charged in connection to the alleged trafficking and abuse, including Rebecca Brewer, Timothy St. John Jr., Ricky Terrell and Sara Terrell. Brewer, 29, is Trejo-Velazquez's partner and the mother of four victims. She was charged with the trafficking and kidnapping of eight children, including her own, and is also facing multiple counts of sexual torture.
Several of the defendants are related. According to public records, Brewer is a cousin of Dalton Terrell and the niece of Sara and Ricky Terrell, who are Dalton's parents. Wade has said the victims were children who belonged to the defendants or related to other family members or friends. According to records, St. John, 23, was a high school classmate of several defendants and a neighbor of Brewer and Trejo-Velazquez.
Court records made public Friday show that a Bibb County grand jury on Thursday issued fresh indictments against McElroy, Terrell, Trejo-Velazquez and St. John with updated charges including sexual abuse and aggravated child abuse. The indictments allege the men conspired together to abuse and deliberately torture some of the victims. Additional charges against them and the three others are expected in coming weeks.
Stuart Albea, a court-appointed attorney for Trejo-Velazquez, said in an email that his client "denies any involvement in the conduct described in the indictment and looks forward to the opportunity to demonstrate his innocence in court."
Albea said he was "deeply concerned" by how local law enforcement had made information about the case public even as it has not yet been provided to him or his client. He denied that Trejo-Velazquez was a gang member and said he is a U.S. citizen -- two issues that law enforcement officials told reporters they are investigating.
"This conduct appears calculated to poison the jury pool and may make it impossible to seat a fair and impartial jury in rural Bibb County," Albea said, adding it "also risks further harm" to the alleged victims "by placing sensitive allegations in the public eye prematurely."
Attorneys for the other six defendants did not immediately respond to requests for comment. All seven are being held without bond at the Bibb County Jail and have not yet entered pleas.
Wade said in a July 28 radio interview that some defendants are cooperating with the investigation. "I think the longer they have time to sit there and maybe repent ... we'll get the answers to all the questions that we have to better serve these children," the sheriff said.
That allegations have left many in the community questioning what might have been missed. Wade said last week that the victims attended school and participated in other routine functions -- a comment that has sparked scrutiny over whether teachers or others noticed and reported anything. The superintendent of Bibb County Schools did not respond to a request for comment.

A playground sits on the campus of Brent Elementary School. (Andi Rice/For The Washington Post)


Months before Wade says their office was tipped off about possible abuse by a DHR caseworker, court records show the agency removed four children from Brewer and Trejo-Velazquez's home and placed them in DHR custody. Though it is unclear when the removal happened, records suggest it took place around the time Brewer filed an Aug. 1, 2024, domestic claim against Trejo-Velazquez.
Records about that allegation are not public, but a court docket notation describes the case as "protection" from abuse. In October, an attorney for DHR filed claims against both Brewer and Trejo-Velazquez seeking to garnish any income or financial assistance to help pay for the children's' care. Brewer was unemployed, but that December, a judge approved the state's efforts to garnish Trejo-Velazquez's income from a construction firm.
Brewer's complaint against Trejo-Velazquez was ultimately dismissed because neither appeared in court. By February, DHR filed petitions in Bibb County to drop the financial claims, writing to the court that the children were no longer in state custody and were with back with their parents. A circuit court judge dismissed the cases on March 18, about a month before Trejo-Velazquez was arrested. It's unclear when the children were placed back into state custody.
Speaking to reporters, Wade said that so far he believes only those with direct knowledge of the alleged trafficking operation were aware the children were being abused.
But Carolyn Potter, a longtime child advocate who is the chief executive of the WellHouse, an Alabama based nonprofit that operates one of the largest residential treatment programs for trafficking survivors in the country, is skeptical of claims there were no signs. She said people in rural communities beset by poverty are particularly vulnerable to being trafficked by relatives or others with family connections. That's especially true in areas that are less vigorously patrolled by law enforcement, she said. Forty-seven percent of Brent lives below the poverty level.

A view of Centreville looking south from near the town square. (Andi Rice/For The Washington Post)


Identifying trauma in children can also be difficult, Potter said. Teachers often play a key role in reporting possible abuse, given the close bonds they form with their students, she added.
Last week, a former Bibb County teacher told Birmingham's WBMA that she repeatedly reported concerns about one of her students during the 2023-2024 academic year to school administrators. The student, believed to be one of the victims, showed signs of neglect, including poor hygiene, had chronic absences and exhibited developmental issues, the former teacher told the TV station, adding that her complaints went nowhere.
Terry, the minister who was also a former Bibb County High School teacher and coach until he retired last year, said that teachers undergo mandatory reporting training with DHR representatives. But he also recalled instances in which teachers reported possible abuse and said sometimes, "nothing happens."
He feared teachers would face criticism for not spotting the alleged abuse in these cases, which he said would be unfair.
"Teachers have too much to do. ... They're already being mom and dad and aunt and uncle. And they're being doctor and they're being counselor and they are being so many different things that they're already doing," he said. "These teachers, they love these kids like they're their own."
Residents gathered on the lawn of the Bibb County Courthouse two days after Wade's news conference to pray for the victims, law enforcement, the community and each other. Many were angry. They saw the notes on social media calling for things like vigilante justice for the suspects.
"Why do we even need a trial?" one person posted on Facebook.
Mike Oakley, the mayor of Centreville, had leaped into action, organizing vigils and other public events because he wanted people here to talk and reflect.
"When this happens, you're literally shocked like a punch in the face, a community punch in a face," he said.
Deep down, Oakley knew the small-town experience was not the same for everybody. Many in Brent and Centreville now commute into Birmingham and Tuscaloosa instead of working in town and getting to know their neighbors.
"In the South, we are all about being front porch people, knowing our neighbors, talking to them," he said. "We need to be that way again."

Concerned residents gather at the Friendship Lodge near the Bibb County Courthouse in Centreville, on July 26. (Andi Rice/For The Washington Post)


But first, they needed to pray. They prayed outside the courthouse, where the defendants will appear before a judge in coming weeks. Inside the church the following evening, they sat in small groups praying for everybody involved -- some grudgingly including the accused.
Ellinghaus, who grew up in Brent, kept thinking about another event in her small city that made national news 52 years ago. In May 1973, the town took a direct hit from one of the most violent tornadoes to ever hit the state. It destroyed 90 percent of the city, including her childhood home. Many people here lost everything.
A memorial along Main Street marks the date, describing Brent as a city "proven by tempest." But Ellinghaus worried the allegations of child sex abuse and trafficking, if proved, could end up being more damaging to the city than the tornado.
"People are just absolutely shattered over this," she said. "... No one thought anything like this could happen here."
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ICE crackdown imperils Afghans who aided U.S. war effort, lawyers say
Advocates fear President Donald Trump's ambitious deportation plan jeopardizes Afghan interpreters and other allies who worked for U.S. troops during the war.

Village residents in Afghanistan's Kunar Province speak with a U.S. Marine through an interpreter in 2008. (John Moore/Getty Images)


By Tobi Raji | 2025-08-03
One former interpreter for U.S. forces in Afghanistan was detained by immigration agents in Connecticut last month after he showed up for a routine green card appointment. A second was arrested in June, just minutes after attending his first asylum hearing in San Diego.
As the administration seeks to fulfill President Donald Trump's pledge to carry out the largest deportation operation in U.S. history, attorneys for the men say their clients -- Afghans who fear retribution from the Taliban for their work assisting the United States in its 20-year war in Afghanistan -- have found themselves in the crosshairs of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The attorneys provided The Washington Post with military contracts and certificates, asylum and visa applications, recommendation letters and other records that described both men's work on behalf of U.S. forces during the war.
After Kabul fell to the Taliban in August 2021, President Joe Biden's administration moved to resettle Afghans who had worked for the U.S. government through the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program, which grants lawful permanent resident status and a pathway to U.S. citizenship. As of April, about 25,000 Afghans had received an SIV, and another 160,000 had pending applications, said Adam Bates, an attorney with the International Refugee Assistance Program who analyzed State Department data.
But the Trump administration is rolling back programs created to assist more than 250,000 Afghans -- including the allies who worked for U.S. forces and other refugees who fled after the Taliban takeover. And while administration officials say SIV processing will continue, advocates for Afghans who served with U.S. troops fear the curtailment of programs they depend on, along with Trump's ambitious deportation plan, jeopardizes those still vying for SIV protection.
They point to the arrests of Zia, 36, and Sayed Naser, 33, whose attorneys argue they followed proper immigration processes. The Post agreed to withhold the last names of both men because of the ongoing threats to their lives from the Taliban.
"Zia is not an outlier," his attorney Lauren Cundick Petersen said during a news conference last month. "We're witnessing the deliberate redefinition of legal entry as illegal for the purpose of meeting enforcement quotas."
Matt Zeller, an Army veteran whose Afghan interpreter saved his life in a 2008 firefight, co-founded the nonprofit No One Left Behind to help resettle Afghans. He said he fears the immigration crackdown will unwind that effort.
"The Trump administration knows what's going to happen to these folks. They're not stupid. They understand that the Taliban is going to kill them when they get back to Afghanistan," Zeller said. "They just don't care."
In response to questions from The Post, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said the administration's top immigration enforcement priority is "arresting and removing the dangerous violent, illegal criminal aliens that Joe Biden let flood across our Southern Border -- of which there are many."
"America is safer because of President Trump's immigration policies," she said.

Afghans prepare to be evacuated aboard a Qatari transport plane in Kabul on Aug. 18, 2021. (Qatar Government Communications Office/AP)


Zia worked as an interpreter and cultural adviser at Camp Mike Spann in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan, from about 2005 until 2009, Petersen, his attorney, told The Post.
Because of his work, Zia "suffered and continues to suffer threats to the life and property of himself and his family members by enemy forces and criminal elements," says a recommendation letter from a supervisor who oversaw Zia's interpreter work.
The father of five fled to Pakistan with his family in 2021. There, Zia applied for an SIV, while his youngest brother -- already a U.S. citizen -- applied for humanitarian parole on Zia's behalf.
In April 2024, the State Department approved Zia's SIV application, according to a letter from the U.S. Embassy in Kabul. He also received humanitarian parole that year, which temporarily granted him and his family entry into the United States. Zia and his family flew to New York in October, eventually resettling in Connecticut, and was in the process of applying for a green card, Petersen said.
"He rented a home, he'd settled his kids into school, he'd found full-time employment," Petersen said.
Zia was detained by ICE outside an immigration office in East Hartford on July 16 and given an expedited-removal order, Petersen said. The Department of Homeland Security has said Zia is under investigation for a "serious criminal allegation," but Petersen said during the news conference that her client does not have a criminal record.
Zia, who as of July 31 was being held at Plymouth County Correctional Facility in Massachusetts, has filed a habeas petition seeking his release from detention. On July 17, a federal judge temporarily blocked Zia's removal from the country.
In a court filing, DHS argued that Zia is a "risk to the national security of the United States." DHS declined to comment further on the allegations against Zia.
Sayed Naser is in a similar situation.
According to his asylum declaration, Sayed Naser worked as an interpreter for U.S. troops at a training center in Kabul from 2011 until 2013, before co-founding a logistics company that contracted with the U.S. military to provide transportation, support demining missions and lease heavy machinery.
Sayed Naser said he faced "numerous threats and attacks" for his work: "over seven of our vehicles were burned by the Taliban," he wrote in the asylum declaration. "To them, anyone or any company working with foreign forces is considered an infidel and a legitimate target."
He and his family went into hiding in 2021, after Taliban fighters stormed a relative's wedding in Kabul looking for him, according to his attorney, Brian McGoldrick. Unable to find the man, the Taliban instead killed Sayed Naser's brother and took his father into custody, Sayed Naser wrote in his asylum declaration.
After obtaining a visa to enter Iran, Sayed Naser flew to Brazil and then traveled to Mexico. He was allowed to enter the United States in July 2024 after receiving humanitarian parole. He has a pending SIV application and has separately applied for asylum.
In June, Sayed Naser was detained by ICE in a San Diego courthouse just minutes after attending his first asylum hearing. Attorneys for DHS had moved to dismiss Sayed Naser's asylum claim, with the agency saying on social media there is no record he assisted the U.S. government in any capacity.
An asylum officer determined in July that Sayed Naser faces a credible fear of persecution or torture if deported, according to McGoldrick, and made him eligible to reapply for asylum. He remains in ICE custody at the Otay Mesa Detention Center in San Diego.
"To the American government: I believed in you. I worked with you. I helped you for years, side by side. I trusted your words and followed your rules," Sayed Naser said in a June 29 statement to media. "Now, I sit in detention -- treated like a criminal for doing exactly what I was told to do."
Jill Marie Bussey, director for legal affairs at Global Refuge, a resettlement agency that handles refugee placements across the United States, noted that the Trump administration wants ICE to make a minimum of 3,000 arrests a day.
"They don't intend to do this by actually targeting individuals with criminal backgrounds, but rather by stripping the legal protections," Bussey said.
Andrew Sullivan, executive director of No One Left Behind, said the crackdown is another betrayal from an administration that also eliminated temporary protected status for Afghans.
"We stayed there and put troops at risk to try and get Afghan allies to safety," said Sullivan, an Army veteran who served in Afghanistan. "To now look at potentially sending folks back -- I think that doesn't honor the sacrifice of the 13 Americans that were killed at Abbey Gate, keeping that airport open to save Afghan allies."

U.S. troops provide assistance during the Aug. 21, 2021, evacuation. (Victor Mancilla/AP)
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Europe
Russia warns against threats after Trump repositions nuclear submarines
The first official statement from the Kremlin about Trump's move seemed to distance Russian President Vladimir Putin from Dmitry Medvedev's inflammatory comments.

President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk to participate in a group photo at the Group of 20 summit in Osaka, Japan, in June 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


By Robyn Dixon | 2025-08-04
The Kremlin warned Monday against "nuclear rhetoric" after President Donald Trump repositioned two nuclear submarines because of what he called "foolish and inflammatory statements" by former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev.
Medvedev's rambling comments, in a social media post, included veiled threats referencing Moscow's "Dead Hand" capability of carrying out a nuclear strike on the United States even if Russia's leaders were attacked and unable to issue  the order.
"Russia is very cautious about nuclear nonproliferation matters, and we believe everyone should be very careful about nuclear rhetoric," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Monday in his daily call with journalists, in which he cautioned against nuclear escalation.
Peskov's remarks, the first official statement from the Kremlin about Trump's move, seemed to distance Russian President Vladimir Putin from Medvedev, a longtime prime minister under Putin who now serves as deputy chairman of the national Security Council.
"On the whole, certainly, we absolutely wouldn't like to engage in such polemics, nor would we like to comment on that in any way," Peskov said, responding to a question about Trump's announcement of nuclear submarine movements.
"There can be no winner in a nuclear war," Peskov added. "This is probably the key premise we rely on. We do not think there is talk of any escalation."
Since ordering the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Putin has often intimated that Moscow could deploy nuclear weapons, while other officials, including Medvedev, and commentators close to the Kremlin have issued hyperbolic threats referencing Russia's nuclear arsenal, which is the world's largest.
Peskov's effort to play down the confrontation with the Trump administration comes ahead of a visit to Russia this week by Trump envoy Steve Witkoff, who has met Putin four times in a so-far-unsuccessful bid to achieve a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine war.
Trump told reporters Sunday that the submarines are "in the region."
Last week, responding to Medvedev on social media, Trump denounced the Russian's "highly provocative statements," which he said led him to dispatch the submarines "just in case these foolish and inflammatory statements are more than just that."
"Words are very important, and can often lead to unintended consequences," Trump continued, capping an intensifying exchange between the two men, who have long been at odds. "I hope this will not be one of those instances."
Medvedev, whose relevance in Russia has waned since he left the prime minister's office in 2020, now often plays the role of social media provocateur, issuing overheated, threatening statements.
In 2017, Medvedev was the target of an attention-grabbing investigation led by the late Russian opposition leader, Alexei Navalny, which used Medvedev's fondness for ordering flashy, high-priced sneakers to tie the then-prime minister to luxury properties,
Navalny, who died in a Russian prison in February 2024, accused Medvedev of funneling more than $1 billion in bribes through companies and charities run by his associates to acquire vineyards, luxury yachts and lavish mansions.
Russia's nuclear arsenal is central to Putin's effort to posture the country as a global power and to reinforce his conviction, shared by many Russian citizens, that Russia can never be defeated in war.
On Sunday, Trump said he was sending Witkoff to Russia on Wednesday or Thursday at Moscow's request, before imposing new sanctions. Trump has  cautioned that the new sanctions would likely not deter Russia's war effort.
After Trump last week shortened the deadline for agreement on a ceasefire to Aug. 8, Medvedev warned on social media that every Trump ultimatum on a Ukrainian ceasefire was a step closer to war between the United States and Russia.
Trump warned Medvedev to "watch his words," then Medvedev responded on Thursday with an emoji of laughter through tears and the nuclear threat -- warning Trump of the dangers of the "Dead Hand," a reference to an automated Soviet system designed to launch nuclear weapons.
On Friday afternoon, Trump announced he would reposition two nuclear submarines. "A threat was made ... so we just have to be very careful," he said Friday, referring to Medvedev, adding "We're going to protect our people."

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov at the Grand Kremlin Palace in Moscow in June 2025. (Pavel Bednyakov/Pool/Reuters)


Peskov distanced himself Monday from Medvedev's rhetoric, saying that people should look to Putin on matters of foreign policy.
"In our country, foreign policy is formulated by the head of state, President Putin," Peskov said. He declined to comment on whether the Kremlin would tell Medvedev to tone down his rhetoric.
Russia has sharpened its rhetoric toward Trump in recent weeks after U.S. officials indicated he has been running out of patience with Putin's reluctance to compromise on his maximalist conditions to end the war on Ukraine, despite  important concessions suggested by the United States, including keeping Ukraine out of NATO and allowing Moscow to keep the territory it has illegally annexed in Ukraine.
In his meetings with Putin and other Russian officials, Witkoff has at times appeared to misread the Kremlin's demands, commenting that he saw Russia's retention of the territories it has annexed as key to the war's resolution. Putin, however, has consistently insisted on a broader subjugation of Ukraine, including slashing the size of its military to strip it of the capacity to defend itself, effectively undercutting Ukrainian sovereignty.
On Friday, Putin said that Russia's conditions to end the war had not changed and declared that any disappointment about the peace process was due to "excessive expectations," in a comment that appeared directed at Trump.
He said that Russia's massive losses in Ukraine -- likely, by this summer, to exceed 1 million soldiers killed and wounded according to the Center for Strategic and International Studies -- were not in vain.
"We do not have a single loss in vain," the Russian leader told journalists at Valaam Island in northern Russia after visiting a monastery.
Since the 2022 invasion, Moscow has carefully calibrated its nuclear threat to deter Western support for Ukraine, in particular deliveries of Western missiles capable of striking deep into Russian territory. Denied those capabilities, Ukraine has used drone strikes on distant targets.
These threats have, at times, been delivered directly by Putin, but also, at other times, by senior Russian officials who offer a level of deniability, including Medvedev.
Trump on Sunday reiterated his threat to impose punishing secondary sanctions on Russia oil -- meaning that Russia's main buyers, China and India, could be penalized in an effort to cut Russian oil revenue.  Russia has been spending 40 percent of its budget on the military and security forces, amid declining income.
"There'll be sanctions, but they seem to be pretty good at avoiding sanctions," Trump said. "They're wily characters and they're pretty good at avoiding sanctions, so we'll see what happens."
Signaling Moscow's tougher attitude to Trump, Russian state television, which is under the control of the Kremlin, recently aired nude and seminude images of first lady Melania Trump from her days as a model, for the second time since Trump's election.
State television anchors and commentators have also toughened their criticisms of Trump and dismissed his ultimatum on a ceasefire as theatrics.
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Europe
Locals beg for Putin's help as Russian-occupied Ukraine runs out of water
Acute water shortages in occupied areas of eastern Ukraine, and angry residents' appeals for help, contradict propaganda suggesting life is pleasant under Russian control. 

Residents line up to collect water delivered by a tank truck, in Donetsk, a Russian-controlled city in Ukraine, on Tuesday. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


By Robyn Dixon, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-08-04
Russian influencers and propagandists portray life in Ukraine's occupied regions as heavenly after Moscow's invasion and illegal annexations, but water shortages in the region have gotten so bad lately that local children recorded a video pleading for help from "Uncle Vova" -- President Vladimir Putin -- in an appeal reminiscent of peasants' supplication to the czar in centuries past.
"We children should be running and laughing, not waiting for water to be delivered to us. Uncle Vova, help us," a girl from the Donetsk region said in a video posted on the Telegram channel of local residents' group Obereg Zhizni, or Guardian of Life.
"We will get lice and worms," said another girl, Lidia Titova, from the village of Osypenko, wearing a T-shirt bearing the word Lucky. "Uncle Putin, you are the most important person in the world," she beseeched. "Save us!"
By contrast, an idyllic video posted  last week on Russian social media depicted children playing in a fountain in the occupied port city of Mariupol -- a set piece designed to show off Russia's reconstruction of the city it invaded and destroyed. But residents complain that they have no tap water for washing or drinking.
Videos published by pro-Kremlin influencers extol sunny beach resorts, but people in the background are seen carting heavy water bottles.
To claim its annexation of four eastern Ukrainian regions, Russia amended its constitution and staged sham elections, which were condemned by the United Nations and many governments because some residents were forced to vote at gunpoint. Moscow is insisting the regions are now part of Russia, like Crimea, which it invaded and illegally annexed in 2014, even though Russia forces still do not fully control them.
The failure to resolve water and electricity problems in the Donetsk region is an embarrassment amid Moscow's massive propaganda and construction effort designed to prevent the regions' restoration to Ukraine.
Moscow effectively has also forced many Ukrainians in the occupied regions to adopt Russian passports, a condition for receiving administrative assistance, obtaining a driver's license or accessing other benefits.
But the hardships of life under an authoritarian regime more intent on war gains than citizen services were apparent in videos posted Tuesday on local Telegram channel Mariupol Now, which often focuses on Russian building projects in the city.
Children are not the only ones demanding action. One man posted a video of a metal flask with grayish tap water in a bucket. A woman showed reddish water in a pot. And a third resident posted footage of a small dribble from her tap.

Residents have shown examples of rust-colored water. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


"You can't see the bottom of the bidon. There are some suspended solids in the water," said the man, addressing the Moscow-appointed head of the Donetsk region, Denis Pushilin, and other occupation officials. "Why do you hate us so much? Where are you all? What are you trying to do, poison us all as soon as possible? What kind of water is that?"
The water crisis in Donetsk is among a slew of war-related problems that have brought the impact of the war home to ordinary Russians, including long queues at airports in the peak vacation season and flight delays caused by Ukrainian drone activity near airports. In recent days, a major attack on Aeroflot's computer systems by Belarusian anti-Kremlin hackers caused dozens of flights to be canceled on two consecutive days.
Across the country, Russians have faced outages as authorities have shut down internet services to prevent drone attacks, disrupting daily life, including ride-hailing apps, delivery services and car sharing.
Last month, a drone attack killed two people in the Black Sea resort city of Sochi, forcing the closure of the airport there and disrupting air services in peak season.
Russia's 2022 invasion led to heavy fighting in the vicinity of the Siverskyi Donets-Donbas Canal, which delivered water to Donetsk region, leading to the destruction of water mains, pipelines, dams and other water infrastructure.
Pro-Kremlin authorities in Donetsk have typically blamed Ukraine for water problems, with Pushilin claiming without evidence last month that Kyiv was instituting a "water blockade" against the region. After taking questions from 568 residents, he said, "As always, water supply issues are at the top."
"Unfortunately, due to the Ukrainian water blockade, we have to live in such realities for now," he said, repeating a claim he has made since 2022 that the only solution was for Russian forces to advance farther and seize more territory, including the city of Sloviansk.

People in Donetsk bring their collection containers to a distribution site. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


But according to Petro Andryushchenko, an adviser to the pre-occupation Mariupol mayor, Russian forces destroyed Siverskyi Donets-Donbas Canal infrastructure. Andryushchenko posted drone video on Telegram last month showing the canal pipeline rusted and riddled with large holes caused by the war damage.
In June, the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based policy group, blamed Russia's invasion for the water crisis, adding it had been exacerbated by "mismanagement and resource misallocation."
Amid rising public criticism in the summer heat, Pushilin visited a reservoir on July 28 and promised to speed up repairs.
"We are doing everything we can to replenish reserves: We are clearing riverbeds and deepening reservoir bottoms. We are also relocating floating pumping stations to increase water pressure in our residents' homes," he said. Pushilin said, however, that "even these measures are not enough."
Russian propaganda outlets are trying to manage public discontent over the water crisis as part of a broader operation using bots to foster opposition to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and to promote Russian authorities in occupied Ukraine, according to a July 16 report by the Atlantic Council's Digital Forensic Research Lab and OpenMinds.
The report tracked 3,634 automated accounts that posted pro-Russian comments on Telegram channels between January 2024 and April 2025 targeting occupied Ukraine. More than 48,000 comments attacked Zelensky, while more than 9,500 comments focused on the restoration of water supplies.

People in Donetsk wait in line Tuesday to collect water delivered by a tank truck in the course of the Russia-Ukraine military conflict. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


After the canal's destruction during Russia's 2022 invasion, Moscow built a pipeline to funnel water from the river to the canal in 2023, but local groups complain that the water flow is often blocked.
Water is supposed to be delivered in tankers once every three days in locations facing shortages across the region, according to local authorities.
Last month, residents of the occupied Donetsk region addressed an open letter to Putin claiming the water crisis was a threat to the life and health of the population and begged him to take personal control of the problem.
The hardest-hit village, Osypenko in the Gornatsky district of Makeyevka, has had no water for a month, according to Typical Makeyevka, a local Telegram channel, which posted video of locals lining up at a water pumping station to fill plastic flasks. The channel also published video of what appeared to be water leaking from the supply system and running down streets.
In mid-July, an official installed by Moscow, Andrey Chertkov, the acting head of the Russian-appointed Donetsk government, met local residents to hear what he called "emotional and frank" complaints about the lack of water. Chertkov has instituted price controls on bottled water in supermarkets.
Andryushchenko wrote on Telegram that many districts of Mariupol lacked running water. In the Torez region, water was promised once every six days but had not been turned on in 10 days, he reported.
"All the 'officials' of Donetsk with their wells, boilers and pumps," he wrote, referring to the authorities installed by the Kremlin, "are unlikely to understand those who cannot wash or do laundry for weeks."
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Asia
Afghans forced back from Iran fear for their future under Taliban rule
More than a million Afghans have returned from Iran this year, according to the U.N. -- either forcibly deported or pressured to leave by Tehran authorities.

Fatima holds her daughter Mohana, 1, in a village near Guzara, Afghanistan, after being deported from Iran on July 5. (Elise Blanchard/Getty Images)


By Rick Noack, Yeganeh Torbati | 2025-08-04
When the Taliban overran Kabul in 2021, Sonita, an Afghan human rights activist, fled with her family to neighboring Iran. Last month, they were forced back to Afghanistan, where Sonita fears she is still a marked woman.
She recalled pulling up her face mask at the border, leaving only her eyes uncovered, and walking hurriedly past the Afghan guards, accompanied by her husband and two young children. On the 24-hour bus ride from the Iranian border to the Afghan capital, every checkpoint prompted panic, she said.
"I was scared they'd recognize and arrest me," Sonita, 28, told The Washington Post in a phone interview. Like others in this article, she spoke on the condition of being identified only by first name, fearing regime scrutiny. Still others spoke on the condition of anonymity, for the same reason.
Sonita is among more than a million Afghans who have returned from Iran since January, according to the United Nations -- either forcibly deported or pressured to leave by authorities in Tehran. The deportations accelerated in the aftermath of Israel's June airstrikes on Iran, when the government accused some refugees of being spies, fueling a wave of xenophobia and suspicion, according to 11 Afghans who spoke to The Post.
For those still in Iran, the crackdown has made their lives increasingly untenable, though many fear that what awaits them in Afghanistan could be worse. As their home country edges closer to economic collapse, rights groups say, the Taliban-run government is keeping to its campaign of social and political repression.
A U.N. report issued last month warned that some returnees face "serious human rights violations," including "torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary arrest and detention, and threats to personal security." Women and former employees of the U.S.-backed government, as well as media workers and members of civil society, are particularly at risk, according to U.N. human rights experts.
A spokesman for Iran's mission to the U.N. in New York declined to comment.
Hamdullah Fitrat, a deputy spokesman for the government in Kabul, denied that returnees were in danger, citing a general amnesty for all members of the former U.S.-backed administration, first announced by the Taliban in August 2021.
"There may be some alleged incidents, but the government is taking appropriate action," he said, urging Afghans "to return to their country without any fear."
A 31-year-old former Afghan police officer, who arrived from Iran with his wife and two sons a month ago, said he doesn't trust the Taliban's promised amnesty. He is in hiding now at his father-in-law's house, where he said neighbors whisper to one another about former members of the security forces who have disappeared.
"No one knows what has happened to them," he said in a phone interview.

Taliban members gather at a former U.S. military outpost along the highway in the Askarkot area of Ghazni province. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post) 


When American forces withdrew from Afghanistan in 2021 and the Taliban surged back to power, Iran became a popular place of refuge for Afghans unable to get a seat on Western evacuation flights. It was a logical choice: Most Afghans speak Dari, which closely resembles Farsi, and there was already a large diaspora community in Iran, estimated at about 6 million.
Suraya, a 29-year-old athlete, said many of her friends made it out on the evacuation flights. She had thought she would go with them. But her mother died of covid-19 just days before the Taliban entered Kabul.
"By the time I had emotionally recovered from her death, all the opportunities were gone," she recalled.
So she joined the exodus to Iran. Between 500,000 and 1.5 million Afghans would ultimately make the journey, according to the U.N., citing Iranian government estimates.
Life there was initially "bearable," Suraya said, but problems soon mounted. Unable to obtain residency, most refugees couldn't enroll in schools or universities. They couldn't legally purchase SIM cards or open a bank account. Suraya found work in a dressmaking factory, joining many Afghans in the country's informal economy.
Last September, the Iranian government announced a mass deportation campaign targeting "a significant number of unauthorized foreign nationals" -- widely interpreted as referring primarily to Afghans. Israel's airstrikes on Iran this summer appeared to turbocharge the campaign of expulsions. Iranian authorities accused hundreds of people of spying for Israel, including some Afghans, and broadcast their forced confessions on state media.
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said last month that deportations should "proceed with utmost respect." But Afghans living in Iran described a growing atmosphere of hostility.
Suraya said her rental contract was terminated recently and she could be homeless in the coming days. "I live in constant fear," she said.
"People treated us like spies or murderers," said Sonita, the former rights worker. "Even just standing in line for bread at the bakery became unbearable."
When her husband was detained and beaten by Iranian police in late June, she said, the family had no choice but to leave.
Many Afghans who fled to Iran did so at great personal risk. A 33-year-old women's rights activist recalled hitchhiking across the border alone last year, despite an Afghan government ban on women traveling long distances without a male guardian.
She said she has been able to endure the mounting public suspicion in Iran. But when Israeli missiles hit Tehran in June, the force of the explosions shattered her kitchen window. For the first time, she said, she considered leaving: "Then I thought about the risks and came to the conclusion that staying in Iran was still the lesser evil."
Every morning, as she heads to work at a cosmetics store, "I can just hope that I'll return home in the evening," she said.

Taliban soldiers help move belongings for people who were deported or coerced into leaving Pakistan, at the Torkham border crossing in eastern Afghanistan, in 2023. (Elise Blanchard/For The Washington Post)


The Iranian deportations have coincided with a similar effort in Pakistan, which began in 2023. Over a million Afghans have been forcibly deported or pressured to leave Pakistan over the past 21/2 years, according to U.N. estimates.
Pakistani officials have cited security and economic concerns for removing Afghans in the country without legal documentation. Many of those targeted have lived in the country for decades. While officials in Washington initially urged Islamabad to rethink its approach, the U.S. is now ending some of its own programs designed to help refugees from Afghanistan.
The Trump administration has rolled back plans to assist more than 250,000 Afghans resettle in the United States and has removed protected status from those already in the country; thousands could face deportation after a recent court ruling.
Supporters of deportation argue that security has improved in Afghanistan since the Taliban returned to power. Some Afghan men who returned recently from Iran told The Post they had been surprised by the regime's welcoming attitude.
Mohammad Jafari, a 45-year-old returnee, said he was initially afraid of returning with a beard that's much shorter than the Taliban mandates, but had encountered no difficulties. "Nobody is being mistreated," he said.
"Setting foot in my homeland, I felt like a newborn baby seeing the world for the first time," said Asadullah Salehi, 33, who fled to Iran to escape poverty in 2021 but soon found himself in similar financial straits.
The returnees represent a challenge -- and an opportunity -- for the Taliban. Many ministries and companies have suffered the effects of brain drain in recent years, as thousands of skilled workers left the country. New arrivals could help fill the gaps.
But Afghanistan's aid-backed economy is struggling after the Trump administration cut nearly all U.S.-funded humanitarian and economic projects this year, which had accounted for more than 40 percent of all foreign assistance.
The government is struggling to keep clinics and hospitals stocked, and the World Food Program has said it can support only 1 million of the 10 million Afghans who are in urgent need of food assistance.
"When I think about the future of my children, my whole body starts shaking," Sonita said.
Fariba Akbari and Haq Nawaz Khan contributed to this report.
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Today's WorldView
A top U.S. ally reckons with an age of 'turbulence'
South Korea's new foreign minister Cho Hyun traveled to the United States at a delicate moment in the two countries' relationship.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio meets with South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun at the State Department in Washington on Thursday. (Will Oliver/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Ishaan Tharoor | 2025-08-03
South Korea's top diplomat has barely been able to get his feet under the desk. The new liberal administration of President Lee Jae Myung took office just weeks ago, following victory in June elections. But the country's new foreign minister, Cho Hyun journeyed to Washington last week at a delicate moment in the relationship between the United States and one of its closest Asian allies.
Lee's government was plunged immediately into trade negotiations with the U.S.  to head off President Donald Trump's self-imposed Aug. 1 deadline for  stiff U.S. tariffs. It also has to forge clear understandings with the White House over U.S. commitments to Asia, including its significant and historic troop deployment on the Korean Peninsula. And it has to balance U.S. concerns about China with Lee's own more "pragmatic" view of dealings with Beijing, which are less hawkish than right-wing predecessor Yoon Suk Yeol's. The latter was impeached after declaring martial law in December, a move that triggered mass protests and a rolling political crisis from which South Korea is only now emerging.
Cho's visit to Washington coincided with Trump announcing the framework of a trade deal with South Korea, ahead of potential meetings with Lee later this month. Trump said South Korean imports will face a 15 percent tariff rate instead of the threatened 25 percent rate and that the country will invest $350 billion in the U.S., directed by the White House, plus purchase $100 billion in American energy. Cho, a veteran diplomat, cast the emerging deal -- which may see South Korean shipbuilding companies expand U.S. operations and confers "most-favored nation" treatment to South Korean semiconductors and pharmaceuticals -- as a victory. We spoke Friday about trade, geopolitics and the road ahead. The conversation has been edited for brevity and clarity.
I've heard a lot from diplomats from other U.S. allies who feel bullied and blindsided by Trump's trade approach. Do you feel shaken down by Trump?
Korea was not singled out to rebalance the trade imbalance. We know that the U.S. government, Trump, wanted to reduce the trade imbalance, and we came up with this idea of a win-win proposal. Yes, we can reduce [our] trade surplus, but at the same time, we can remain at the top of a number of manufacturing areas. We believe it is extremely important for us and for the United States as well because of geopolitical challenges we have in Northeast Asia.
Were there red lines that Lee's government had when it came to the negotiations with the United States, and did you have to bend on any of these red lines?
I am aware of some details of our position, but I'd rather not talk about it. It's better to enjoy your sausage without getting into the process of making sausage.
You mentioned geopolitical challenges. That's an understatement, considering your neighborhood. There's expanding North Korean-Russian cooperation, Japan has one of its weakest governments in decades politically, and then there's the challenge posed by China. How do you navigate this?
I once joked at a farewell dinner with ambassadors that, well, if the planet were an airplane, the captain in the cockpit would be saying: "Fasten your seat belt. We are going through turbulence."
Because of the new challenges started by Russia's unprovoked war in Ukraine in February 2022, we have entered into a totally different security environment. In the meantime, North Korea has developed its missile technologies and hoarded more nuclear weapons. As if this was not enough, Russia invited North Korea to the field. Over 10,000 soldiers have been sent to the west, and they have concluded a military alliance agreement.
We've been worried whether Russian military technology would be transmitted to North Korea in return for these soldiers and some materiel they wanted to have. In Northeast Asia, we have another problem of China becoming somewhat problematic with its neighbors. We have seen what China has been doing in the South China Sea and in the Yellow Sea. Economically, yes, China has developed so well, so fast, that it has become a competitor.
What would the correct approach to China be?
We have become rather alert to China's rise and its challenges. But we will try to send a message to China: "We want to maintain a good relationship, and [see] you abide by international law in not only bilateral, but in regional affairs." We will, in that sense, cooperate with Japan as well -- that's the reason  I traveled to Japan on the way to the United States, and I met with the foreign minister and prime minister. I talked about the new challenges we are facing in the region. But at the same time, I noted the need for engaging China, because simply trying to block China will not be as effective as we want.
Is that a message you also delivered here in Washington to your American counterparts?
I've emphasized that all of these things will be in good collaboration with our ally, the United States.
There's been a lot of speculation about the future of U.S. forces deployed in South Korea under the Trump administration. What can you tell us about the conversations you've had?
We are talking with the United States, but there is no concern about the U.S. forces in Korea. We believe that they will remain as such and their role will remain as of today.
So if there was a reduction of forces, what would that mean for the U.S.-South Korea relationship?
It's a hypothetical question, but I don't think it will happen. I have met a number of senators this time, and they all have assured me that it will not be the case.
Your government came to power in elections that followed a huge political crisis last year in Seoul. What are your takeaways from that experience?
I was able to witness the prowess of young people when they all came out to the street against the martial law in December. And I was really surprised that they were in a strangely happy mood to call for the country to re-establish democracy. I also have an experience of attending demonstrations in the late '70s. But we were at the time student fighters. Now, these are not fighters. They were simply in a festive mood, but knew their rights and were very determined to rectify the wrongdoings of the government. So I was really impressed with the way they were demonstrating.
That's interesting. At a time when liberal democracy seems in crisis in many parts of the world, are there lessons South Korea can offer to the rest of us?
Let them seek what they can learn from us. But it's better for all the countries to try to stay at the center, not to go to an extreme. Yes, [polarization] has been abetted by new technologies. But I have learned that it's better to try to come back to the center and let [rival camps] speak to each other.
A wave of U.S. allies are poised to recognize a Palestinian state. South Korea is one of the few outliers in Asia in so far not recognizing a state of Palestine. Will that policy change?
It's difficult to say. We are now absorbed in ourselves, but we will certainly look at the developments in the region and also at the United Nations. But again, we feel that we are vulnerable in the changing situation in Northeast Asia, and frankly speaking, we do not have the luxury of looking at things that have been happening in other regions of the world.
You're reading an excerpt from the WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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Middle East conflict
Israel's support for clans in Gaza puts tribal strongman in spotlight
Israeli officials say arming clans can create a counterweight to Hamas. Some critics of the initiative say it aims to undermine Palestinian nationalism.

Yasser Abu Shabab, a militia leader, has set up a base in a part of southeastern Gaza that is under the control of the Israel Defense Forces. (Yasser Abu Shabab Facebook)


By Claire Parker, Miriam Berger, Siham Shamalakh | 2025-08-03
JERUSALEM -- Yasser Abu Shabab is all over Israeli news and Palestinian social media.
He describes himself as a humanitarian and a liberator. International aid workers allege he was behind the systematic looting of aid entering the Gaza Strip last fall.
Some Gazans -- including analysts, residents and members of his own tribe -- say he is a gang leader aligned with the Israeli military. "Yasser Abu Shabab doesn't represent us. He only represents himself," said Adel al-Tarabin, a leader in the Bedouin Tarabin tribe to which Abu Shabab belongs. He went on to describe him as a looter and a bandit.
But Israeli media is now pitching him as an alternative to Hamas. In the past few months, Abu Shabab has come to represent an Israeli initiative to empower Palestinian clans, weaken Hamas and, critics of the effort say, divide Palestinian society.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said at the beginning of June that Israel was arming members of clans -- large, influential extended families -- in Gaza as counterweights to Hamas. "Based on advice from security officials, we supported clans in Gaza that oppose Hamas," Netanyahu said in a video posted to his X account. "What's wrong with that? It's a good thing. It saves the lives of [Israel Defense Forces] soldiers." Netanyahu didn't name Abu Shabab or his militia.
In an interview last month with The Washington Post, Abu Shabab denied he is backed by or obtained weapons from Israel.
"These are merely allegations spread by Hamas on social media and its terrorist TV channels to make people fear us," he said. "They want people to believe that we are carrying out an external agenda. On the contrary, we are the owners of the land; we are the owners of these areas. We are the Palestinian presence."
But the base that the militia leader said he has set up is in a part of southeastern Gaza under the control of the Israel Defense Forces. And in recent months, Israeli forces have refrained from interfering when Abu Shabab and his men, armed with AK-47s, patrolled a central artery in the area and stopped U.N. and Red Cross vehicles at makeshift checkpoints, according to several aid workers in Gaza.
Abu Shabab's group is one of several that are now openly brandishing arms and challenging Hamas, in the security vacuum left by Israel's targeting of Hamas police and other institutions in Gaza, according to analysts, aid workers and interviews with members of the armed groups.
The IDF and the Israeli prime minister's office did not respond to requests for comment.
Analysts and historians say that backing for the clans is a page out of an old playbook for Israel, which has at several points in its history provided weapons, money and other support to local groups to divide Palestinians and undermine their national aspirations.
"It's the oldest colonial strategy in the book," which Israel learned from the British, said Rashid Khalidi, the Edward Said professor emeritus of modern Arab studies at Columbia University. He said the latest initiative has succeeded in "sowing utter chaos," which could complicate efforts to position the Palestinian Authority to govern Gaza. He said Israel wants "a state of chaos, because if the Palestinians are unified, then they might have to actually negotiate or deal with them."
Netanyahu began to publicly float the idea of bolstering Palestinian clans to replace Hamas rule last year, saying the IDF had brought him this proposal and he had agreed.
Israel's support for Abu Shabab and other Hamas rivals in Gaza echoes an effort to establish "Village Leagues" in the West Bank to counter the Palestine Liberation Organization in the 1970s and early '80s, analysts said. Israel gave money, administrative privileges and the right to carry weapons to selected representatives of clans in villages throughout the West Bank in a bid to establish fiefdoms under overall Israeli control and undermine the prospect of a Palestinian state.
That effort failed, and so far the proposal to empower Gaza's clans has gained little traction with the Palestinian population.

Bedouin children of the Tarabin tribe play in their unrecognized village next to the Dudaim dump site in the background, the biggest landfill in Israel, in February 2016 near the city of Rahat in southern Israel. (Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)


Abu Shabab, 35, hails from a large Bedouin tribe that extends across southern Gaza, Israel's Negev desert and Egypt's northern Sinai region.
Israeli and Palestinian analysts say Abu Shabab was involved in drugs and weapons smuggling before the war and that he and some of his associates did business with the Islamic State branch in Sinai. After the interview with The Post, Abu Shabab was sent follow-up requests for comment on these allegations but did not respond.
Abu Shabab also became known inside Gaza in fall 2024 for allegedly being the ringleader of a criminal gang behind the looting of aid trucks, The Post reported in November. At the time, he said he was driven by desperation to "take from the trucks," though he denied that his men attacked drivers.
Almost as soon as Abu Shabab appeared on the scene, he was in Hamas's crosshairs. In the late fall, members of a new Hamas-linked force called the "Piercing Arrow" unit began to target his relatives and associates, according to aid workers, medical personnel and the unit's own Telegram account. The unit killed Abu Shabab's brother in December, said an employee at the morgue of the European Hospital in Gaza, where his body was taken.
Then, when a two-month ceasefire took effect in January and Hamas security forces could operate without fear of Israeli attack, they kneecapped nearly two dozen members of Abu Shabab's group in a wave of retribution, according to videos of the punishments posted to social media and a witness.
Abu Shabab and his men largely disappeared until late May, by which point Israel had resumed the war. His group rebranded under the name "Popular Forces," and members began to paint themselves as liberators who could free Gazans from Hamas's Islamist rule.
Abu Shabab's group has now positioned itself as the de facto authority in southeastern Gaza. The group set up checkpoints to screen convoys of international aid workers entering Gaza -- according to a video taken by Abu Shabab's group, shared with The Post and confirmed by officials with the United Nations and International Committee of the Red Cross -- and claimed to be providing security to aid trucks. U.N. agencies and other international organizations say they do not cooperate with the group.
"He has a full-glide militia up and running, fully backed by Israel," a U.N. official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
In early June, Abu Shabab declared he had set up a protected zone in the eastern section of Rafah city to which civilians displaced by the Israeli offensive could return. He soon launched a recruitment drive to staff "administrative and community committees," including doctors and nurses, engineers, primary schoolteachers and public relations experts.
Abu Shabab told The Post last month that more than 2,000 civilians live on his turf, which he said spans a little more than two miles along the border with Egypt. He said that while his militia includes just 100 members, it has built schools, health centers and other civilian infrastructure there.
"We are seeking support from the U.S., the European Union and Arab states," he told The Post. "We hope they support our vision and empower us to make all people in the Gaza Strip live like we do, taking control of our own areas in dignity and humanity."

Smoke hovers above a part of northern Gaza that lay in ruins on May 25. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Influential families have long played a role in Palestinian society. In Gaza, the landscape is a mix of extended-family networks, known as hamulas, and Bedouin tribes. When Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip in 2007, the group quickly co-opted and subdued these clans, according to Azmi Keshawi, Gaza researcher for the International Crisis Group.
Since the start of the Gaza war, launched in response to the Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, Israel has targeted Hamas police and internal security forces, which used to keep other armed actors in Gaza in check. The breakdown of law and order has been accompanied by Israel's repeated displacement of civilians, limits on desperately needed humanitarian aid and attacks on government institutions, analysts say. "The result is basically a societal collapse," said Muhammad Shehada, a visiting fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations.
In addition to Abu Shabab's militia, other clans in Khan Younis and Deir al-Balah have also emerged in this vacuum, openly carrying guns and threatening, or directly clashing with, Hamas-affiliated forces, according to analysts, aid workers and interviews with members of the armed groups.
But as a marked man, Abu Shabab is unable to venture out of his territory under Israeli military protection without fear of imprisonment or assassination by Hamas or affiliated units. Hamas and allied militant groups in Gaza have put out wanted notices for Abu Shabab and his comrades.
Abu Shabab dismissed the significance of these notices, saying, "We don't recognize terrorists or their legitimacy."
Former members of the Israeli security establishment have argued that clans in Gaza cannot substitute for the Palestinian Authority, which is seen by most Western and Arab countries as the only viable alternative to Hamas in the enclave.
Israel's support for tribal militias comes with significant risks, including that Israel could lose its control over the groups, said Michael Milshtein, a former adviser on Palestinian affairs to the Israeli military. He sees potential parallels with the United States' arming of fighters in Afghanistan against the Soviet-aligned regime in the 1980s. Those fighters later formed the Taliban.
"After the war ended, the Taliban started to attack the Americans with their own weapons," Milshtein said. "It can be also exactly the same experience here in Gaza -- it's very likely."
Shamalakh reported from Cairo. Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo, Alon Rom and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Hazem Balousha in Toronto and Evan Hill in New York contributed to this report.
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Climate Solutions
Deep in the Amazon, a bold question: Can the forest save itself?
Brazilian officials have cordoned off a massive parcel of degraded land in the Amazon and leased it to a private carbon credit company to safeguard and restore.

The vast forests of Altamira, Brazil, have historically suffered some of region's highest rates of deforestation. (Leo Correa/AP)


By Terrence McCoy | 2025-08-03
ALTAMIRA, Brazil -- If much of the Amazon forest is to wither away, this is the town where that end was foretold.
During its campaign to develop the region, Brazil's former military dictatorship chose this distant outpost in 1970 to inaugurate its signature infrastructure project, the Trans-Amazonian Highway. The road, which carved a path across the belly of the forest, heralded an epoch of large-scale devastation that remade the Amazon. In local media, Altamira became known as the "champion of deforestation."
Now Brazilian officials think this expansive municipality -- which extends over a territory twice the size of Portugal -- can also be the site of the forest's rebirth.
This year, the Para state government set out to test a question that until now has largely been left to researchers: If left alone, can the Amazon forest restore itself? To test the hypothesis, officials cordoned off a degraded parcel of land here twice the size of Manhattan and, in March, leased it to a private carbon credit company to safeguard and restore.
Some of the task will be done by planting trees and natural flora. But most of the restoration job will be left to Mother Nature. It's called "passive restoration."
"This is opening a new model that we think can serve as a beacon for Brazil," said Helder Barbalho, the governor of Para. "This is an important strategy that can replicated across the state."
The search for solutions in the Amazon couldn't be more urgent. Rates of deforestation have been dropping since President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva made combating environmental crime a priority of his government, but the destruction hasn't stopped. Nearly 6,300 square kilometers were lost last year, according to the last official count, bringing the biome closer to what scientists warn is a tipping point, when the forest is no longer able to maintain its own rainy ecosystem and large swaths are transformed into degraded savannah.

Most of the restoration job will be left to Mother Nature. (Ana Mendes/For The Washington Post)


Signs of its arrival are already in abundance: dried riverbeds, forest fires, punishing droughts, increased tree mortality. Scientists have predicted the forest could experience a broad ecological collapse by 2050, when between 10 and 47 percent of the forest will "be exposed to compounding disturbances" that could "trigger unexpected ecosystem transitions," according to a February 2024 study in Nature.
But other research has also provided cause for hope. Despite the delicate nature of the Amazon's ecosystem, the forest has also shown a robust capacity for regrowth. A recent study showed that roughly 72,000 square kilometers of the biome lost to deforestation are already in an advanced stage of natural regeneration. Much of the regenerated forest is in areas not threatened by agricultural production, a principal driver of deforestation, additional research found this year.
"The forest can come back," said Andreia Pinto, an environmental researcher who has  written several of the studies. "The scar of deforestation can be healed."
Whether the wound reopens again is another question. Roughly 60 percent of regenerated forest is later deforested, according to a study last year by Brazil's National Institute  for  Space Research.
The matter will be put to the test in a town synonymous with the Amazon's destruction.
"This is a really important symbol," Barbalho said.

A man walks through a degraded protected area along the Trans-Amazonian Highway, a road that heralded vast deforestation in the Amazon. (Terrence McCoy/The Washington Post)


The area where the pilot project will unfold, Triunfo do Xingu, has lost more than a third of its original forest since its creation as a government-protected area in 2006. During the administration of  then-President Jair Bolsonaro, who inveighed against environmental law enforcement as an impediment to economic growth, the devastation widened.
But it was the freshness of the destruction that made the protected area an interesting candidate for this restoration model. The chance for natural regeneration, researchers say, is far greater in recently deforested areas.
For state officials, the first step was reclaiming the land. In 2022, authorities arrested a notorious cattle racnher whom they accused of being one of the Amazon's most prolific deforesters. They cleared out his farm and renamed the 100 square-kilometer plot a "unit of restoration" -- a new jurisdictional definition. Then in March, hoping to create a new local economy based on environmentalism, the state put the parcel on the auction block for a carbon credit company to restore.
The plan is not without risk. Brazil's carbon credit industry, which seeks to protect the forest in exchange for credits that can be sold on international markets, has been beset by scandal. Past projects have been accused of exaggerating environmental impact, improperly using government lands and creating divisions within Indigenous communities.
This project should sidestep many of those issues, said Raoni Rajao, a former senior official in Brazil's Environment Ministry, because it has government buy-in. And the land, which doesn't have any local inhabitants, will be patrolled by a private company paid to protect it.
"This is a good idea," Rajao said. "It could and should be repeated in other areas."
The initiative will be run by Systemica, a Brazilian carbon credit company that operates in the Amazon. In an interview, chief executive Munir Soares expressed optimism. He said deforesters often look for unprotected lands they can sell off with fraudulent paperwork. But the designation of this area as a restoration reserve, as well as the project itself -- which he estimated would employ hundreds of locals -- will reduce the criminal incentive.
"We're going to be present, day in and day out," Soares said.
If the land gets a chance to rest, locals said, they expect the forest to be reborn.
Raiumundo Freire, who harvests a mixture of forest products including acai and cacao, said he's witnessed the process himself. He first moved to the Triunfo do Xingu territory in 1986, when it was nothing but "dense forest." Much of it has been razed, he said, but he never lost hope it could be restored.
Years ago, Freire said, he bought a small parcel of land, just 37 hectares. It was totally deforested. He'd long put it to use planting corn and other vegetables.
"Then five years ago, I let it recover, didn't do anything," he said.
And now?
"It's just forest," he said.
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Business
Elon Musk awarded $30 billion in bid to keep him at Tesla for years
The interim deal requires Musk, whose foray into politics has roiled the electric vehicle company, to stay as CEO for two years.        

Tesla CEO Elon Musk at the Viva Technology conference in Paris on June 16, 2023. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Reuters)


By Margot Amouyal, Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-08-04
Tesla's Board of Directors renewed its commitment to Elon Musk on Monday, awarding the tech mogul around $30 billion worth of shares in a move aimed at resolving short-term questions over Musk's future as the world's richest person, increasingly involved in politics and other ventures, threatened to turn his attention elsewhere.
In a statement, the board said it approved 96 million restricted shares, with a market value of nearly $30 billion, calling it a demonstration of faith.
As a condition to vest the shares, Musk has to continue serving as a Tesla executive for at least two more years and cannot sell the shares for five years.
A court battle is taking place in Delaware over Musk's 2018 compensation package that would have given the CEO $55.8 billion in Tesla shares, amid concerns over whether board members approved the payout through an unfair process. If Musk wins that legal battle and secures the 2018 package, the one announced Monday would no longer apply.
"Elon has demonstrated these unmatched leadership abilities time and time again," Tesla board members Robyn Denholm and Kathleen Wilson-Thompson wrote in a letter to shareholders posted on X, the social media site owned by Musk.
Denholm and Wilson-Thompson emphasized the importance of keeping Musk focused on Tesla as the electric vehicle company moves more into artificial intelligence and robotics.
The stock award appears aimed at addressing, for now, looming questions over Musk's continued commitment to the company.
"We believe this grant will now keep Musk as CEO of Tesla at least until 2030 and removes an overhang on the stock," Dan Ives, analyst with Wedbush Securities, said in a note to investors early Monday morning.
Last year, Musk publicly pleaded for more control over the automaker, as the fight in Delaware over his compensation package played out.
"I am uncomfortable growing Tesla to be a leader in AI & robotics without having ~25% voting control. Enough to be influential, but not so much that I can't be overturned," he posted on X, in what appeared to be a threat to take his AI bets elsewhere. "Unless that is the case, I would prefer to build products outside of Tesla."
In their letter to shareholders Monday, Tesla board members nodded to the AI arms race as a motivating factor.
"The war for AI talent is intensifying, with recent months including multi-billion-dollar acquisitions of companies and nine-figure cash compensation packages for non-founder, individual AI engineers," they wrote. "Even among this group of highly talented individuals, no one matches Elon's remarkable combination of leadership experience, technical expertise, and, arguably most importantly, decades-long proven track record of building the most revolutionary and profitable businesses across different industries."
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Business
Work Advice: No one heeds my warnings, even though I'm usually right
Worker doesn't want to say "Told you so." They just want to be believed the first time.

(iStock)


By Karla Miller | 2025-08-04
Reader 1: I've worked in a niche field for 20 years, with multiple supervisors who generally don't understand exactly what I do. They're all impressed by my work and acknowledge my skill set with frequent praise and high marks during annual reviews. People around the country call me for my subject-matter expertise, which makes my team, boss and organization look great.
However, I'm constantly disbelieved when I share my predictions for how things will go. I'm right most of the time, but I'm tired of feeling like Cassandra. Even when I present facts about how things went last time, I'm told that this time is slightly different, so I can't be sure. That is true, but my predictions are still more accurate than my supervisors'. When my dismissed forecasts turn out to be correct, it creates extra work and frustration. My boss often tells me, "You can say 'I told you so,'" but I don't want to do that. I want him to believe me going forward.
I can't help wondering if how I present my opinions somehow makes these men (it's always men, and I'm a woman) doubt me. I'm growing resentful, and I'd rather have a cooperative environment. If I can't make myself believed, are there any tips for not becoming bitter over their doubtfulness?
Karla: It's always worth doing a postmortem on communication styles to see if there's a more effective approach. Try some version of that mental response you've been biting back: "I don't want to say: 'I told you so.' I want to know what I could have said, or what I can say next time, to let us change course sooner before we end up with a lot of extra work." But what if you have that talk, and still nothing changes?
If this were a parenting column, I would advise using your superior foresight to prepare solutions in advance. Bring the jacket and snacks and umbrella, then smugly hand them over after your chilly, hangry, soggy skeptics finally see the error of their ways.
But these colleagues aren't your children, and you're not their mom. Your duty to protect them from themselves ranks far below your right to protect your sanity.
To spare yourself the stress of scrambling to clean up their inevitable messes, use your gift to mentally map out appropriate solutions in advance and set flexible deadlines, if possible, to allow time to reboot. If you're feeling creative, write your predictions on bingo cards and see how long they take to fill while the bad decisions run their course.
You don't seem concerned about scapegoating, but it might also be wise to document your concerns in emails so that if fingers are pointed, you can show you were trying to be part of the solution.
It's possible, too, that your bosses simply aren't that concerned about ensuring optimal outcomes the first time around. Maybe they're disrupters, embracing a "move fast, break things" mindset that insists on testing to failure. Maybe they're beholden to office politics. Maybe they're not aware of what it costs in time and resources to rebuild after bad decisions. Or maybe they're easily distracted from long-term goals by shiny innovations -- see, for example, how our species ignores climate-change expertise and historical trends, instead littering our simmering planet with resource-hogging data centers.
For those scenarios, I can't imagine any way you could make the truth clearer or more appealing to your colleagues. You can lead horses' rears to water, but you can't make them drink.
Your choices, then, are to spend the rest of your career being right and resentful -- or to find an enterprise where you'll be calling the shots.
Reader 2: I joined a fully remote tech company about a year ago as an e-learning specialist. I have been in the industry for many years, but e-learning was completely new to this company.
As I began looking at planned courses, it became clear that "Bob," the one in charge of making the content, had no experience designing courses for a learning management system. His videos had no clear plan and didn't follow any adult learning principles. Bob would ignore my questions or become defensive when I asked to see his course designs (turns out he had none). My boss agreed that Bob's content was not great but said he wanted to give him a chance because he was supporting Bob's move into this new position.
After five months, I contacted HR. After that, I was assigned to another product so I wouldn't have to interact with Bob anymore.
Months later, I'm hearing about these same issues from Bob's co-workers. They have tried going to the boss multiple times. Nothing is being done. They're stressed and about to quit.
I have been encouraging them to talk to HR or the department head, but they don't want to cause problems. How can I support them? Should I go to HR myself? I don't want to betray their confidence or make it sound like we have banded together against Bob. I also don't want to make problems for myself.
Karla: This is a perfect example of a boss with goals that overshadow work quality. Political obligation, misplaced sympathy or sunk-cost fallacy has him committed to backing an underperformer, even if it costs him the rest of the team.
As for how you should support your colleagues, here's another twist on an old saying: Not your circus, not your elephants. Put down the shovel and stay in your ring. If Bob's remaining co-workers want backup, they know where to find you.
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Business
Boeing defense union goes on strike
Boeing defense union announces strike after machinists in Missouri and Illinois voted to reject the latest contract offer.

The Boeing logo. (Lindsey Wasson/AP)


By Joanna Slater, Lori Aratani | 2025-08-04
Thousands of machinists at Boeing's defense hub in the St. Louis area went on strike at midnight Monday for the first time since the mid-1990s, marking a new spasm of labor unrest for the Seattle-based aerospace giant.
About 3,200 machinists in Missouri and Illinois who build fighter jets and munitions voted Sunday to reject the latest contract offer from Boeing.
The strike represents a fresh challenge for Boeing chief executive Kelly Ortberg, who's attempting to revive the fortunes of the beleaguered airplane company after huge financial losses, production slowdowns and a string of safety issues.
"We are prepared for a strike and have fully implemented our contingency plan to ensure our non-striking workforce can continue supporting our customers," Dan Gillian, a Boeing vice president, said in a statement Sunday.
Monday's strike is much smaller than the work stoppage last year by a Seattle-based union that represents more than 33,000 Boeing workers.
That strike idled production of some of the company's best-selling commercial aircraft for nearly two months. The union members ended their strike in November after securing historic gains in wages and benefits.
The current strike involves members of the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers District 837, workers who assemble fighter jets such as the F-15 and the F/A-18 and also build missiles.
The union last went on strike in 1996 when it was part of the defense firm McDonnell Douglas, which merged with Boeing.
"IAM District 837 members build the aircraft and defense systems that keep our country safe," Sam Cicinelli, a senior union official, said in a statement Sunday. "They deserve nothing less than a contract that keeps their families secure and recognizes their unmatched expertise."
Last month, Ortberg said on an investor call that he wasn't overly worried about the impact of a potential strike. "The order of magnitude of this is much, much less than what we saw last fall," Ortberg said. "So we'll manage through this."
Union members rejected Boeing's latest contract terms, which included a 20 percent wage increase as well as a $5,000 bonus.
In recent months, Boeing has shown signs of a potential turnaround: The company has narrowed its financial losses and landed a major contract with Qatar Airways for 210 planes.
Boeing's troubles go back to 2018 and 2019, when two fatal crashes involving its 737 Max jets killed 346 people and led to increased regulatory scrutiny. After the pandemic disrupted travel worldwide, the company appeared to be stabilizing in recent years.
But early last year, a door panel blew out of a 737 Max jet while in midair. Boeing's problems began to multiply. Investigations uncovered shortcomings in its safety oversight programs, which led the Federal Aviation Administration to place restrictions on the number of 737 Max jets it could produce.
In June, a Boeing 787 operated by Air India crashed immediately after takeoff from Ahmedabad airport, killing all but one person aboard. A preliminary investigative report released last month contained no recommended actions for the aircraft's manufacturers, suggesting the cause of the crash may have been pilot error, experts said.
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Economic Policy
White House has no plan to mandate IVF care, despite campaign pledge
President Donald Trump has said he wants a "baby boom," but critics say his administration has yet to make significant family policy changes -- and that Medicaid cuts will hurt.

President Donald Trump walks to Marine One on the South Lawn of the White House on Friday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Jeff Stein | 2025-08-04
The White House does not plan to require health insurers to provide coverage for in vitro fertilization services, two people with knowledge of internal discussions said, even though the idea was one of President Donald Trump's key campaign pledges.
Last year, Trump said that if he returned to office, the government would either pay for IVF services or issue rules requiring insurance companies to cover treatment for it. The pledge came as Trump faced political blowback over abortion rights after his appointees to the Supreme Court helped overturn Roe v. Wade.
"The government is going to pay for it, or we're going to get -- we'll mandate your insurance company to pay for it, which is going to be great. We're going to do that," Trump said in August 2024. "We want to produce babies in this country, right?"
More than six months into his second term, however, the Trump administration has not publicly proposed new federal subsidies to make IVF free or more affordable. In addition, White House officials are backing away from proposals discussed internally to mandate IVF coverage for the roughly 50 million people on the Obamacare exchanges, said the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
A senior administration official, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal talks, said that while expanding IVF access remains a "huge priority" for Trump, the president can't legally make IVF an essential health benefit without Congress first approving legislation to do so. It is unclear whether the administration plans to ask lawmakers to take up a bill, but the two people said that forcing insurance companies to cover IVF is not currently on the table.
Kaylen Silverberg, an outside adviser to the administration who has been pushing for more IVF access, also said in an interview that the White House has most recently asked him about a fertility approach that prioritizes holistic health over tools like IVF. Implementing that alone would fall "very short" of Trump's initial promises, Silverberg said.
A White House spokeswoman also said Trump is still working to fulfill his commitment to expand IVF.
"President Trump pledged to expand access to fertility treatments for Americans who are struggling to start families," spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in a statement. "The Administration is committed like none before it to using its authorities to deliver on this pledge."
The situation reflects the GOP's internal divisions on both IVF coverage and federal policy for families.
Social conservatives alarmed by the nation's falling birth rates have called for more aggressive government intervention to support mothers and childbirth, including new federal funding and other protections. But their efforts have faced objections from traditional free-market voices in the party, who are wary of federal mandates or new spending initiatives.
Requiring the Affordable Care Act exchanges to cover IVF, for instance, would lead insurance companies to raise premium costs, which could prove politically damaging for the GOP ahead of the 2026 midterm elections.
"How do you do this without burdening health insurers? That's the key question they've been wrestling with," one of the people familiar with the discussions said. "It appears for now that they're not going to go there."
Shortly after taking office, Trump signed an executive order giving the White House Domestic Policy Council 90 days to present a list of policy recommendations for protecting IVF access and "aggressively reducing out-of-pocket and health plan costs for IVF treatment." The order stated that IVF treatments can cost $12,000 to $25,000 per cycle.
Officials at the White House have weighed requiring IVF to be considered an "essential health benefit" under the Affordable Care Act, which would require insurers in the marketplace to cover it. That policy has been supported by a group called Americans for IVF, the American Society for Reproductive Medicine and Democratic lawmakers such as Sen. Tammy Duckworth and Rep. Lauren Underwood of Illinois and Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey.
But numerous other conservative policy experts have expressed objections. Avik Roy, founder of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity, a think tank that promotes free markets, said the move could increase premiums by several percentage points for tens of millions of Americans on the exchanges, as insurers absorb higher costs.
"Anytime you layer on something as an essential health benefit, it increases premiums," Roy said. "To whatever degree people are pushing back for that reason as a policy matter, that's always been the debate."
Patrick T. Brown, a conservative who supports pro-family policy at the Ethics and Public Policy Center, also pointed out that it's not clear whether IVF could legally count as an essential health benefit, which typically only applies to services broadly offered by insurers.
"It's more uncommon than not for IVF to be currently covered," Brown said. "So it'd be a pretty elastic ruling."
Roughly 24 million people are enrolled in the ACA's individual plans, while another 22 million are in small business plans for fewer than 100 employees. That represents fewer than 20 percent of the total population -- far short of Trump's suggestion that the government or insurers would cover IVF for all Americans -- though private insurers typically cover essential health benefits voluntarily.
"There were no details provided by Trump during the campaign as to how this would work, who would be eligible and how it would relate to health insurance coverage," said Larry Levitt, executive vice president for health policy at KFF.
Silverberg, chair of Americans for IVF's advisory board, has been advising the White House Domestic Policy Council on potential ways to increase access to IVF and lower costs. He said administration officials have called him repeatedly with questions, and he met with Chief of Staff Susie Wiles and Domestic Policy Council Director Vince Haley at the White House in April.
He said he's been impressed by their questions and attention to the subject: "I get the impression they're very serious."
During his most recent conversation with the White House about two weeks ago, officials also asked him about "restorative reproductive medicine."
Restorative reproductive medicine suggests women should treat infertility by attempting to improve their overall health and has been promoted by the Heritage Foundation. When used as the only or primary method to treat infertility, RRM can unnecessarily delay access to IVF because lifestyle changes are already a part of most fertility treatment plans, according to the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
"We're fine and dandy with that being part of what the ultimate solution is," Silverberg said, adding that "every responsible fertility physician" already asks patients to make lifestyle changes before advancing to IVF. "But we don't want to be forced to ignore 40 years of scientific research that has resulted in the development of all these new technologies that not only can help people conceive, but conceive quicker and conceive healthier babies."
Liberal critics point out that Trump's tax legislation included approximately $1 trillion in cuts to Medicaid and hundreds of billions of additional cuts to food stamps relied on by millions of low-income families.
"You can't seriously claim you're pursuing pro-natalist policy when you're kicking moms off Medicaid and when you're leaving kids with less food," said Bobby Kogan, senior director of federal budget policy at the Center for American Progress, a center-left think tank.
But Sen. Katie Boyd Britt (R-Alabama), who last year introduced legislation to withhold Medicaid funding to any state that bars IVF, argued that the GOP law included several provisions that can help families have children.
The law increased the child tax credit from $2,000 to $2,200 and ties it to inflation, expanded the child and dependent care tax credit, and increased incentives for employers to cover child care expenses.
"You think about how long Democrats have talked about affordability and accessibility of child care -- they had two bites at the apple through reconciliation and did not touch the child care provision," Britt said. "When Republicans did, the very first thing we did was put families and hardworking Americans  first by updating these provisions."
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Food
How to make cold-brew coffee at home, no special tools required
You don't need fancy, expensive equipment to make great cold-brew coffee at home.

Cold-brew concentrate can be mixed with water, left, or milk, right. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Matthew Fairman | 2025-08-04
During summer in my hometown of New Orleans, it can be sweltering even at 7 a.m. But I don't sweat it. I've whittled down the time it takes for me to get out of bed and prepare my morning cold-brew coffee to a record low. Fill a cup with ice, splash in some concentrate and water, and I'm good to go.
I've never needed soaring temps to appreciate cold brew, though. I drink it year-round. It's brighter, smoother and naturally sweeter, with less acidity and bitterness, than hot-brewed coffee. It's also remarkably thirst-quenching.
Get the recipe: Cold-Brew Coffee
Even better, it's simple to prepare a week's worth of cold-brew concentrate at home, ensuring coffee is always on hand. There's no need to boil a kettle in an already stuffy kitchen, no fussy pour-over rituals, no expensive machinery or pods to purchase, and, surprisingly, no specialized cold-brew equipment required. Here's how to get started.

Start with coarsely ground coffee, preferably a medium-roast and washed bean, then steep for 14 to 24 hours. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)



Straining the coffee through a fine-mesh strainer, then again through cheesecloth in the strainer, helps remove sediment. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


You don't need much to brew a batch of cold-brew coffee. All you really need is a "container or pitcher (like a lemonade pitcher), a fine-mesh strainer or cheesecloth, and the coffee," says Catherine Mansell, director of product and programs at Current Crop Roasting Shop in New Orleans. This is precisely my longtime home setup. I combine my coffee grounds with water in a 3-quart pitcher, steep it overnight, then strain it twice -- once through a fine-mesh sieve, then again through the same sieve lined with cheesecloth. Straining out the coarse grounds first prevents them from clogging the cheesecloth. Happily, any very fine sediment that sneaks through the cheesecloth eventually settles to the bottom, making it possible to leave it behind in the pitcher if you're careful not to pour out the final bit.
The only other piece of equipment worth considering is a grinder. Freshly grinding whole beans is essential for the best flavor. Aim for a coarse to medium-coarse grind that's as uniform as possible for ease of filtering. This ensures there will be less very fine sediment that can filter through or end up clogging the cheesecloth. If you don't have a nice burr grinder at home, I recommend asking your local coffee shop to grind your beans or using the grinder in the supermarket coffee aisle adjusted to a coarse setting. (I don't recommend blade grinders for cold brew, as they create very fine sediment that is harder to filter out.)
Dialing in your cold-brew recipe comes down to choosing a coffee you like and experimenting with timing and ratios. So what's the best bean for cold brew? Ultimately it's a matter of personal taste. If you're looking for a place to start, choose a medium-roast, washed coffee, or a blend that includes this type of bean, especially one designed for cold-extraction brewing, such as Stumptown Coffee's Cold Brew Summer, recommended to me by Brent Wolczynski, the brand's director of product development and cold brew. Making cold brew with that blend will get you closest to the prepared cold brew that Stumptown sells in supermarkets, which I found to be immaculately clean and smooth, with deep notes of chocolate.
Lighter roasted coffees can "have lots of acidity [and] typically less body," and medium-roast-heavy blends "can really balance things out," says Sarah Lambeth, owner and head roaster at Pretty Coffee in New Orleans. She suggests combining "a washed coffee that is floral and sweet but lacks body ... with a natural-process, big-body chocolate bomb" for the best of both worlds. I've enjoyed experimenting with my own blends based on this strategy, but my best results have come from blends tailored by the roasters, so don't be afraid to ask for recommendations. After all, they're the experts.
It's difficult to over-extract when brewing at low temperatures, Wolczynski says, making the timing for cold brew very forgiving, at least at that upper end of the time range. Too little time, however, and you can under-extract, leaving you with a weak, watered down, sour-tasting brew. So at least 14 hours is recommended.
The final crucial variable is the ratio of water to coffee. While many recipes call for ratios as low as four to one, Wolczynski makes a case for at least an eight to one ratio of water to coffee by weight. As grounds dissolve in the water, "extraction starts to slow. Increasing water is going to help you increase extraction." In other words, you can squeeze more delicious cold brew out of the same amount of beans if you use more water. One common complaint about cold brew is that recipes often tell you to use much more coffee than you do with hot-brewing methods, but this ratio aligns with what's recommended for most hot brewing methods: about 16 to one for the final cup, assuming you dilute the concentrate with an equal amount of water (or milk).
The lovely thing about cold-brew concentrate is its versatility. You can tailor it to your strength preference by simply diluting it with more or less water or milk, or you can use it straight as a cold espresso replacement in all sorts of drinks. I love to make potent Vietnamese iced coffee by pouring concentrate over ice and stirring in a spoonful of sweetened condensed milk. Or when I want to manifest the arrival of fall, I add warming spices to my coffee grounds during the brewing -- cinnamon is my favorite, but nutmeg and clove are also great -- and finish my drink with oat milk and maple syrup.
The possibilities are endless. Patrick Brennan of Congregation Coffee in New Orleans turned me on to the idea of making my own lavender simple syrup. Add cold brew, ice and milk, and you've got yourself an elegant iced lavender latte. We also talked about a cold-brew cafe brulot they used to serve at Brennan's, his family's flagship restaurant and a renowned Crescent City brunch institution. They transformed the old-school classic -- traditionally made tableside by flambeing brandy, orange liqueur, orange peel and spices, and adding in strong, black coffee -- into an iced cocktail. Armed with my cold-brew concentrate, a cinnamon-and-clove-infused simple syrup, Grand Marnier and brandy, I've been experimenting with the recipe. More often than not, though, if cocktail hour calls for a zip of caffeine, I've been keeping it simple. Cold-brew, ice, Kahlua and cream, stirred together in a rocks glass to make a variation on a White Russian. Feeling fancy? Shake it over ice and serve it up as a cold-brew martini.
Get the recipe: Cold-Brew Coffee
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The Home You Own
Ask a Vet: Anal gland issues are gross and painful. Here's what to do.
Dogs with anal gland problems may lick or bite at the area, seem uncomfortable when sitting or pooping, strain to poop, or "scoot."

(Hannah Good/The Washington Post)


By Jane Sykes | 2025-08-04
Q: I have a 3-year-old Great Dane who we rescued a year ago. He's had anal gland issues the whole time, which have worsened in the last six months (spends a lot of time licking). He seems to be in discomfort and distress. We have eliminated chicken and switched to a salmon-based food and have tried anal gland support chews (six per day!), allergy meds, probiotics and canned pumpkin. Not much change. Our vet says to consider surgery to remove his anal glands. Thoughts?
A: The first step is to make sure there's not something else causing the problem. Your vet should take a complete history and perform a thorough examination, including a rectal exam. Does your dog strain to poop? Does he have skin problems, diarrhea or blood in his poop? If he has skin allergies -- which are common in dogs with anal gland problems -- it's critical to get those under control, because they can mimic and lead to anal gland problems (and make them harder to treat). Before resorting to surgery, dogs with recurrent problems should also have their glands flushed by a vet and filled with a steroid/antibiotic (possibly more than once).
Both dogs and cats have anal glands, which are two blueberry-size scent glands that are connected by narrow ducts to the spot where the anus meets surrounding skin. Anal glands are more properly known as anal sacs (but because owners have been known to mishear "sacs" as "sex," I say "glands" when talking to owners to avoid embarrassment!).
The glands sit just inside the anus at the eight o'clock and four o'clock positions. Veterinarians can easily feel them when they do a digital rectal examination in dogs -- a practice avoided in a cat not under sedation, because cats have a small anus (and because of the speed with which a cat can inflict severe wounds on anyone who attempts such a procedure).
Each sac contains an exceptionally foul-smelling liquid that is mostly water but can vary in consistency. As your pet poops, a tiny drop of this fluid is squeezed onto the stools. This could be a means of marking territory, but the true purpose of the anal glands remains a mystery.
Think of anal gland issues like a plumbing problem. When things are in order, you wouldn't even know that anal glands exist. But when the plumbing gets clogged, the glands become irritated and painful.
A dog with anal gland problems may persistently lick or bite at the area, seem uncomfortable when sitting or pooping, strain to poop, or "scoot" (drag its bottom along the ground). In severe cases, there might be swelling or redness around the anus -- sometimes accompanied by bloody or yellow discharge that can have a repulsive fishy odor.
Even though anal gland problems are common -- occurring in about 10 percent of dogs during their lifetimes -- they are understudied compared with other diseases. Researchers have proposed several contributing factors, including obesity, constipation, diarrhea and skin allergies. A dog with skin allergies may scoot because its butt itches, which might lead to anal gland problems. A 2021 United Kingdom study of 104,212 dogs found that King Charles spaniels, cockapoos, Shih Tzus, bichon frises and cocker spaniels were at increased risk when compared with other breeds. Flat-faced breeds -- such as French bulldogs and Boston terriers -- were more likely to have problems than long-nosed breeds (such as border collies and retrievers). Anal gland problems are rare in cats.
When anal glands don't empty properly, secretions build up and glands become distended. This is known as anal sac impaction. When the glands get inflamed, the condition is called anal sacculitis -- but it's hard to tell the two conditions apart. When fluid within the glands becomes thick and gritty, it can plug the ducts, worsening the problem. This can then be followed by bacterial infection, where a gland fills with pus and becomes an anal sac abscess. Pain that results from impaction, sacculitis and infection can cause a dog to scoot and lick, which exacerbates the problem.
Anal gland cancer can also occur but is usually unrelated to these conditions, and dogs with cancer don't typically show signs of scooting and intense irritation. Anal gland cancer is also rare, and mostly affects dogs older than 8 years.
Skin allergies, parasites (like fleas or tapeworms) and other gastrointestinal problems can cause similar signs, so first make sure that the anal glands are the issue. Make sure your dog is on parasite prevention medication, and you also might try changing your dog's diet. Your vet should do an examination and might use sedation if the area seems tender or your dog is likely to bite. If the area around the anus looks healthy, they might try to clear a blocked duct by gently squeezing the glands. If your dog is not having problems, leave the glands alone to avoid irritating them.
For dogs with simple impactions and no other obvious underlying problems, supplemental dietary fiber might reduce recurrence by improving stool consistency (provided it doesn't cause constipation). However, good studies are lacking; in a small 2024 European study that examined one specific brand of chew that contained fiber (apple pectin and pumpkin) and a probiotic, dogs given the chew had a lower rate of impaction recurrence than dogs that did not receive the chew (although some still had recurrence). Chews available in North America, though, have different ingredients, and researchers have not studied them in the same way, so you might be wasting your money. And for some dogs, ingredients in chews can aggravate skin allergies.
For recurrent problems, or if the area is red or swollen and a vet has ruled out other causes, your vet needs to flush the glands and fill them with a topical steroid/antibiotic preparation. Oral antibiotics, which can cause diarrhea and contribute to antibiotic resistance, are needed only for severe infections.
In most dogs that get this treatment, discomfort resolves within a week. Some dogs relapse weeks to months later and require re-treatment; in rare cases, up to six treatments are required. In a Swedish study, relapse occurred in 47 percent of dogs with skin allergies compared with only 13 percent of dogs without skin allergies. Treating those allergies -- with special diets, desensitization, or prescription medications that modulate the immune system -- might reduce the chance of relapse. Consider seeing a veterinary dermatologist.
If your dog continues to have problems despite topical treatment (as do around 1 percent of dogs with anal gland problems) or has an anal gland abscess, a vet can surgically remove the glands, a procedure called anal sacculectomy. But this surgery has a high rate of complications, including infection, incontinence and failure to heal, so it should be performed only when conservative approaches fail. Ask about referral to a board-certified veterinary surgeon.
Jane Sykes is a professor of veterinary medicine at the University of California-Davis. She is a board-certified specialist in small animal (dog and cat) internal medicine with a special interest in infectious diseases. She is the proud owner of two Labrador retrievers (Flora and Bodhi) and an orange tabby cat (Freckles).
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Expose friend's affair or mind your own business?
Also, a husband's extra-secretive family is withholding something about his sister, who might be a nanny for the letter writer's child.


(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-08-04
Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared April 1 and Feb. 20, 2011.
Dear Carolyn: A friend revealed to me that she is having an affair with a good friend's husband. I wish she had not told me, because it puts me in a very awkward position of keeping this secret both from her husband and the wife whose husband she is smugly sleeping with.
I am sensitive to this because some time ago I discovered my own husband's infidelity with another smug woman. As painful as that was, we eventually worked things out. A few people eventually told me that they were suspicious but afraid to say anything. I wish they had spoken up. I was totally blind.
Now I feel compelled to inform these parties despite the fact that it is "none of my business." What can I do?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: You can take a hard look at your biases before you act on any compulsions. Is the good friend's husband "smug," too?
Maybe viewing infidelity through the Jezebel lens helped you make peace with your husband's actions, but it's misogynistic and unfair. Both parties in both these affairs are accountable for their choices.
Plus, your non-disclosing friends had suspicions, not a confession, so whether to tell you was an even tougher call than the one you're struggling with now.
Your bias doesn't put you in a position that's any less awful; it just means you need to take extra care to screen your decisions for self-serving motives. Decency demands that you act in service of the greater good, vs. the ax your history moves you to grind.
One thing you can do without much agonizing: Tell your friend how you feel about this pile she dropped in your lap. That's your business, and it's entirely appropriate to object to her thoughtlessness.
It's also the first step to a clear conscience. As part of that conversation, invite your friend to help you decide your next move, no threats, with one nonnegotiable: You won't lie to cover her tracks.
Not only does that dramatically limit your friend's ability to operate in secrecy, but it also keeps you within the limits of knowing your place.
Dear Carolyn: My husband's family is extremely secretive; they're the type to trumpet good news while hiding dirty laundry.
We're looking for a nanny for our newborn, and my husband's younger sister is a top contender. My big reservation is that I know there's something in her past that hasn't been explicitly shared with me -- all I've been told is there was "a brief thing with Vicodin," which may or may not have something to do with her not finishing college and still living with her parents at 26.
Digging deeper has gotten me nowhere; my in-laws lie or get upset, and my husband gets irritated and tells me to drop it. Should I deny her the job just because of this giant question mark in her history?
-- Philly
Philly: Deny her the job because of the giant question marks in your ability to communicate with her and trust her word.
While drug problems and caring for a newborn obviously don't mix (phrases I never dreamed of typing, Part MDCXLVII), you don't know when (or I guess even whether) she had a problem; she could be newly sober or years into a solid recovery. But that's exactly the problem: Knowing nothing means you have no confidence you'd know about it if there *were* a problem.
So, for sake of argument, let's say her history is painkiller-free. Let's say, too, there's an incident/accident/oops while she's caring for your baby. Can you really trust her to tell you what happened and why?
It doesn't sound as if you've even talked to her directly. Reject her as a nanny candidate, and reconsider only if you have the kind of one-on-one, soul-baring, doubt-erasing conversation with the sister herself that allows you to trust her with your child.
And while I'm here: Because your husband apparently has the family avoidance affliction, I also suggest you consult a therapist on a preventive basis. If I've read him correctly, then he'll refuse to go with you, but that's all the more reason for you to talk to someone yourself.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Decade-plus wedding grudge should be put to rest
She still feels a way about her family not throwing her a bridal shower or wedding reception 10 years ago.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-08-04
Dear Miss Manners: When my husband and I got married over a decade ago, there was no bridal shower or wedding reception. We started to plan a reception, but it was canceled by his aunt and my mother; they did not ask me or my husband. They promised to plan a reception for us later but never did.
All we wanted was a simple potluck, and we were willing to make most of it because my husband is an excellent cook and I can bake.
It was embarrassing for me, because it made me the only woman in my church, and in my family, to be denied a wedding reception and a bridal shower. But it hurt my husband more. He feels like my family never really welcomed him, and it's a big reason why he doesn't want anything to do with my mom.
I don't know how to fix this. If I tried to hold a "reception" now, my family would only show up out of obligation, which would just hurt my husband more and embarrass me all over again. We could do a vow renewal ceremony, but that would also just make the situation worse, I fear. He's an atheist and I am without a religion at the moment, and both of our families are fairly religious. We would have to have a member of the clergy involved to avoid hearing the riot act from our families.
Would it be rude to have any kind of celebration of our wedding this late? Would it be rude to do it without inviting either family? Should I tell my mom why my husband really hates her?
How do I fix this so my husband feels like our wedding has been properly recognized?
Oh, dear. It is unfortunate that your relatives behaved irresponsibly when you got married. And Miss Manners understands the importance of ceremonial traditions.
So you will perhaps forgive her for saying that it is high time to let go of a wedding fantasy/grudge.
You've had a successful marriage for more than 10 years -- or you wouldn't be thinking of renewing your vows! Why aren't you celebrating?
Throw yourselves an anniversary party in whatever style you like. If you maintain a lighthearted atmosphere, you can get away with adding whatever wedding trimmings you want -- a white dress, a tiered cake and some newly written vows, now that you know more about each other.
Just, please, no bridal shower.
As for the families: Invite them or not, as you like. This is not a wedding, where it would be pointed to omit them. If they have treated your husband badly all these years, you will not want them there anyway.
Conversely, if the canceled reception is your only complaint, including them may finally make peace among you.
Dear Miss Manners: My sister's family celebrates holidays, anniversaries, birthdays, etc. with family gatherings -- which are very lovely. However, they always set a time to open gifts in front of everyone.
I feel that this practice may put those who cannot afford splendid gifts in an uncomfortable position. What do you suggest?
That you should stop the nasty practice of evaluating presents in monetary terms, and appreciate them all as expressions of generosity.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Friends disappear after terminal diagnosis
Most of the terminally ill letter writer's friends have shown up after a devastating diagnosis - expect one couple "have totally withdrawn."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-08-04
Dear Eric: I have been diagnosed with a terminal disease (ya, it's lousy) and my outlook is just a year or so. I have let very few people know. Most are very sympathetic and supportive, but a couple have totally withdrawn. Should I try to connect with them? Or just let it go?
I mean, there's nothing that anyone can do, but it seems like a kind word might be in order.
-- Missing Friends
Friends: I'm sorry to read about this news, but I'm glad that you're using your time to prioritize the connections that are most important to you. Sometimes friends and loved ones, even the ones with the best intentions, don't know the right thing to do or say when confronted with bad news. This is human but it's also something I desperately wish we could put aside. Because time is short and it's better to say, "I don't know what to say," than to say nothing at all.
You don't owe your withdrawn friends extra effort. The question is: do you owe it to yourself? If you want to make sure you're able to spend meaningful moments with those friends, despite their current actions, and if it would make the time you have more special, then you should reach out. Tell them, "it feels like you've withdrawn, and I feel sad about that. We have a finite amount of time together; I'd like you to show up, and here's how."
The goal is to give you every single thing that you need to meet the challenges of this next year. Now, on the other hand, if their behavior has soured you and will make for difficult moments in the near future, then let it go and focus on what uplifts you. This isn't about preserving friendships. The friendships are what they are and your happy memories of the times you shared in the past remain yours to keep.
Dear Eric: I'm a retired gay man in my late 60s, and like many gay men my age, I married young and have children, as well as a grandchild. My small circle of friends is younger and still working, and several have never been in a relationship with a woman.
I listen to my friends' rants on their workplace, declining health of parents and relationship problems, and upon our next meetup, will ask "How's your mom doing?" or "Did that job issue get resolved?" I make constant eye contact with anybody who is speaking to me and feel like I am being a good friend.
Then I might tell them something about my children or grandson, and their eyes glaze over, or worse, pull out their phone when I am telling them about my life. On several occasions, I just stopped talking midsentence, and nobody noticed. I know the names of their moms and nieces and nephews and use them in conversation. These friends never ask how my family is doing or even know their names. In a bit of frustration, I asked two friends once what my daughter's and grandson's names were, and they looked offended by the question. Of course, they didn't know.
I have come to the point where I just don't mention my family to them anymore, and I know that this is not how friendships are supposed to be. Any thoughts or suggestions?
-- Odd Man Out
Odd Man Out: While, on the surface, it might seem that your friends don't have a frame of reference for parts of your life, what this boils down to is basic empathy and curiosity. And I would hope they have those.
Your friends should want to know the details of your life, even if they don't share the same experiences. Your friends should care about what's important to you. They may not always keep track of names and dates, but if you're talking and they're not paying attention, that's a problem.
From your telling, it appears that you're the conscientious one of your group. This can be a rewarding way to engage in friendship, and it can also be a burden. The latter because what you'll need to do is tell your friends more explicitly how to show up for you.
It sounds like you've already pointed out that you feel they're not paying attention to you. You can ask for that to change, in concrete ways. But, if it doesn't, it might be an indication that the friendships aren't a great fit for you anymore.
I don't know if there's a part of you that feels you have to settle, but if there is, try to quiet it. Or, better yet, silence it. Your life experiences make you who you are. You don't have to edit them to earn the attention of your friends.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Food
You asked: Do I have to butter a cake pan and use parchment paper?
Nothing is worse than a cake sticking to a pan. Using both butter and parchment paper is an easy way to ensure it doesn't happen.

Set yourself up for success by greasing the cake pan and using parchment paper. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-08-04
I have seen recipes that call for buttering or greasing a cake pan, then placing parchment paper on top and then buttering the parchment. What is the point of buttering the bottom of the pan? For that matter, why butter the parchment?
This is a question we received in one of our live weekly chats, where we help you level up your skills in the kitchen.
Spending hours in the kitchen baking a cake -- measuring ingredients, carefully mixing them together and then patiently waiting by the oven for it to be done -- only to have it stick to the pan is at the top of my list of biggest baking nightmares. Sure, it will still taste the same, but after such an investment of time, I want my cakes to look pretty, too.
Recipes often call for greasing the pan with a thin layer of fat (and sometimes dusting it with flour, cocoa powder or sugar) to help the cake release from the baking pan. Some recipes and bakers might opt for just lining the pans with parchment paper. But to ensure that the cake releases from the pan as easily as possible, it's a good idea to do both. "I will still grease the bottom of the pan even with a parchment round or square since the parchment has a tendency to curl back up if you've cut it from a roll, and the butter or oil acts as a glue of sorts," recipes editor Becky Krystal wrote. And even if the paper does curl up and a rogue bit of batter finds its way underneath, the butter is still there to prevent sticking.
But in the case of also buttering the top of the parchment, that step is usually not necessary because it is designed to already be nonstick. However, it's a useful extra step if your cake is especially tender and you're worried about a clean release. Aside from using a bit more butter, though, there's no harm in adding another layer of fat.
	Baking fails happen. Here are 4 things that might have gone wrong.
	How to make gluten-free versions of your favorite baked goods
	How to bake better brownies, whether homemade or from a boxed mix
	6 tips for baking a better batch of cookies, every time
	5 cooking and baking steps where patience pays off
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Crosswords
Solution to Evan Birnholz's Aug. 3 crossword, 'Uh, What?'
Sounds like we should think about this.

(Evan Birnholz/FTWP)


By Evan Birnholz | 2025-08-03
There have been a couple of updates to The Washington Post's online crossword page that I think will be of interest to solvers:
1. The pink background has been replaced with a white background. I know that the pink background was a frequent topic of solver comments, perhaps even the most frequent topic. The squares are separated by thin black lines, as well.
2. The clue for the highlighted entry now appears above the grid on a desktop. The clue being above the grid is something that I've long been used to while solving on a computer, so I think this change is especially welcome.
There are of course still some things about the webpage that the product team is continuing to work on, but I'm hoping that these changes will make The Post's puzzles online more readable and user-friendly. As always, if you have feedback about other features you'd like to see added to the new crossword format, please let the team know by emailing games@washpost.com. They do see your comments there.
I'll share more updates about the page when they're available.

The solution to the Aug. 3, 2025, crossword, "Uh, What?" (Evan Birnholz/For The Washington Post)


Nine two-word phrases have had a schwa sound added to the first word, and wackiness ensues.
	23A: [Mythical creature that feeds on Little Caesars pies?] is PIZZA DRAGON, based on "Pete's Dragon."
	25A: [Soft footwear worn while playing a big brass instrument?] is TUBA SOCKS, based on tube socks.
	43A: [Encrypted messages sent by fast cats?] is CHEETAH CODES, based on cheat codes.
	60A: [Pigs on a "Mary Tyler Moore Show" spin-off?] is RHODA HOGS, based on road hogs.
	72A: [The study of the nature and behavior of singer Kitt?] is EARTHA SCIENCE, based on earth science.
	85A: ["Daddy's awesome!"?] is PAPA ROCKS, based on pop rocks.
	100A: [Mass gatherings in support of an animated pig?] is PEPPA RALLIES, based on pep rallies.
	123A: [An evening with pollsters and statisticians?] is DATA NIGHT.
	125A: [Concerns over finding two of every animal, fitting all the animals on the ark, etc.?] is NOAH WORRIES, based on "No worries."

Adding in vowel sounds to make wacky phrases is well-worn territory in puzzles, but sometimes it's good to go back to basics. The first theme answer I'd thought of was PIZZA DRAGON. That felt like such an amusing find that it came as no surprise to me at all that I wasn't the first constructor to use it. Matt Jones featured it in a May 2013 Jonesin' puzzle called "That's the Thinga." I sort of wish Matt hadn't also come up with JABBA INTERVIEWS in that same puzzle because that's a perfect 15-letter pun and I didn't want to reuse two of his theme words.
Some other answers and clues:
	56A: [Uses speech recognition?] is LIP-READS. It's an eight-letter Across answer, so it may initially appear to be thematic, but there's no schwa sound. LIP-READ and all its various forms is one of those answers where I tend to default to looking for wordplay clues, along with ANTE and ELOPE.
	117A: [Animals in baaad puns?] is EWES. I make no apologies for this.
	119A: [Hotel chain that lists "All Together" as one of its core values] is OMNI. Seems apt given the meaning of the prefix.
	10D: [Language in which "Undskyld mig" means "Excuse me"] is DANISH. This is a phrase that I probably should have memorized when we went on vacation to Copenhagen in 2016, but it's since slipped out of my memory banks.

What did you think?
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Obituaries
Loni Anderson, star of 'WKRP in Cincinnati,' dies at 79
Her role as the receptionist for the eponymous radio station earned her two Emmy Award nominations and three Golden Globe nominations.

Loni Anderson attends an event in Beverly Hills, California, in November 2023. (Frazer Harrison/Getty Images)


By Michael E. Miller | 2025-08-04
Loni Anderson, who starred in the hit sitcom "WKRP in Cincinnati" in the late 1970s and early 1980s, died Aug. 3. She was 79.
Ms. Anderson died at a Los Angeles hospital following a prolonged illness, according to her longtime publicist Cheryl J. Kagan.
"We are heartbroken to announce the passing of our dear wife, mother and grandmother," Ms. Anderson's family said in a statement provided by Kagan.
Ms. Anderson rose to fame as a platinum blonde -- dyed, she admitted -- who defied stereotypes, while also coming to embrace her status as a sex symbol.
Her five-year marriage to movie star Burt Reynolds, and their acrimonious divorce, made her a topic of intense tabloid coverage.
Ms. Anderson's breakout role was the brainy, beautiful receptionist for the eponymous radio station in "WKRP in Cincinnati."
The sitcom ran for 90 episodes from 1978 until 1982 and Ms. Anderson's performances earned her two Emmy Award nominations and three Golden Globe nominations. She also guest-starred on its 1991 revival, "The New WKRP in Cincinnati."
Her character, Jennifer Marlowe, had originally been written as a "dumb blonde," Ms. Anderson recalled in her 1995 memoir, "My Life in High Heels." But she argued against the script -- a move she initially thought had cost her the role.
"I've talked back, criticized the way something's written, bombed the audition, and blown my chances for all time with MTM," the production company, she wrote.
Instead, the part was rewritten for her and launched an acting career that would span four decades, including roles on stage, film and TV.
Ms. Anderson, who died days before her 80th birthday, was born on Aug. 5, 1945, in St. Paul, Minnesota. After graduating from the University of Minnesota, she briefly taught at a local high school.
"The guys said terrible things to me and I was afraid and I left," after which she took up professional acting, she said during a 1980 appearance on "The Tonight Show" with Johnny Carson.
After working in community theater in Minneapolis, she moved to Los Angeles in 1975 with her second husband to pursue a career in television and film so she could spend more time with her daughter from her first marriage, according to biographical information provided by Kagan.
Ms. Anderson had a series of small parts before catching her big break with "WKRP in Cincinnati," including a bit part appearance in a skit on Carson's show in 1976.
With her trademark wit and megawatt smile, Ms. Anderson gently chided Carson for forgetting about that appearance when she came on his show again four years later, near the peak of her fame.
"Do you remember that girl?" she asked, handing him a photograph of the skit, in which Carson played a court jester. "I really appreciate you because you did all your action around me so I was on camera all the time even when I wasn't speaking." 
"Well things in four years have really changed," Carson told her.
At that time, she was promoting a made-for-TV movie with up-and-coming actor Arnold Schwarzenegger about the life of Jayne Mansfield, a Hollywood bombshell for whom Ms. Anderson felt an affinity. Mansfield's coquettish public persona belied her true identity as a "very bright and funny lady," Ms. Anderson said.

Ms. Anderson and actor Burt Reynolds in 1987. They married the next year. (Bob Galbraith/AP)


She married Reynolds -- at the time, one of the world's biggest movie stars -- in 1988 after starring with him in the 1983 film "Stroker Ace." They adopted a son, Quinton Reynolds.
Their divorce in 1993 garnered significant media attention, both for its bitterness and the length of time it took to reach a settlement. According to the Los Angeles Times, it took "22 years for the by-then-resentful couple to sever financial ties completely."
But Ms. Anderson said they had buried the hatchet before Reynolds died in 2018.
"We were friends first and friends last," she said to Closer Weekly in 2019. "It's time to move on."
Although known for her fair locks, Ms. Anderson was actually a brunette who had doubts about going blonde.
"Being a brunette my entire life and being taken seriously as an actress, you think, 'What happened? My brain dissolved with the bleach?'" she once told an Australian morning show.
She was also wary of being reduced to a sex symbol, but eventually "embraced" it as just one of many aspects of her career.
"I never thought I would be Loni Anderson, sex symbol," she told Fox News in 2021. "I think I was lucky enough to have been able to play so many different things and sex symbol was a part of it. I took whatever my career threw at me. So I embrace it. And my granddaughters think it's a hoot!"
Her first two marriages, to Bruce Hasselberg and Ross Bickell, ended in divorce. In 2008, she married Bob Flick, a musician. In addition to her husband, her son and her daughter, Deidra Hoffman, survivors include a stepson, Adam Flick; and four grandchildren. 
Grace Moon contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/obituaries/2025/08/03/loni-anderson-dead/
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        Laremy Tunsil entered the NFL in infamy. Ten seasons later, he's a total pro.
        Adam Kilgore

        Tunsil, whose play as a Pro Bowl left tackle has allowed him to move past an embarrassing incident on draft night, is making a strong first impression with the Commanders.
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Washington Commanders
Laremy Tunsil entered the NFL in infamy. Ten seasons later, he's a total pro.
Tunsil, whose play as a Pro Bowl left tackle has allowed him to move past an embarrassing incident on draft night, is making a strong first impression with the Commanders.

Offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil is entering his first season with the Washington Commanders after he was traded by the Houston Texans during the offseason. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-04
As a third-grader in Lake City, Florida, Laremy Tunsil pinned a piece of paper on his bedroom wall. It contained the dreams he wanted to realize as a man: Get drafted into the NFL in the first round. Play 10 seasons. Make the Hall of Fame.
"I wish I still had that sheet," Tunsil said Saturday morning, smiling as he stood on the Washington Commanders' practice field. Teammates he towered over walked past and wished him a happy 31st birthday.
Tunsil had fulfilled nearly all of his ambitions. His selection in the 2016 first round became instantly infamous, a nightmare swirl of modern technology, nefarious motivations and the NFL's trepidation in the face of societal stigma. He will begin his 10th season with a new franchise, with five Pro Bowls and status as a preeminent pass protector on his resume. His final goal is within reach, and his performance with Washington may determine whether he pulls a gold jacket over his mountainous shoulders.
The Commanders sacrificed four draft choices to the Houston Texans (and got one back) to make Tunsil the primary protector of Jayden Daniels's blindside. Houston's willingness to part with a star left tackle raised external questions. Tunsil led the NFL with 19 accepted penalties last year. After the trade, Sports Illustrated reported the Texans wanted to revamp an offensive line that had opened C.J. Stroud to a barrage of sacks and had grown "borderline toxic" in meeting rooms.
The Texans fired Chris Strausser, the offensive line coach in charge of the failure. When Strausser arrived in Houston two years ago, his preconceptions of Tunsil had been shaped by public perception and coaching gossip. He anticipated Tunsil could be aloof and difficult to coach.
Over two years coaching him, Strausser learned he was diametrically wrong. Tunsil counseled younger teammates. He respected every staffer from coaches to janitors. Strausser heard stories -- never from Tunsil -- of the player gifting money to Texans employees. Tunsil would show up five minutes early to every position meeting, just to say hello and talk.
"He's one of the best guys I've ever coached," Strausser said. "At the end of the day, every single day in the last two years I worked with that guy, I walked away thinking, 'This guy's got a good heart.'"
Strausser readily allows the unit he oversaw succumbed to dysfunction. Just as quickly, he asserted Tunsil deserved none of the blame.
"I don't think our room was good last year," Strausser said. "It was a combination of a lot of things -- by no means Laremy being the issue [or] the main issue. It was a combination of so many things -- a lot of guys trying to figure out an offense that, honestly, we were not that well educated in. We did have different personalities in the room. Our chemistry just was not right. But it was not at all Laremy's fault that our chemistry was not right. It really wasn't. There was a lot of things going on, and it just wasn't good enough. My fault. I would point my finger to myself number one."
While not excusing a unit that yielded 54 sacks, Tunsil rejected the idea that the Texans' line suffered from a cultural issue.
"It did make me feel a way, because our room wasn't like that," Tunsil said. "Did we play well? No. Did C.J. get sacked a lot? Yes. I see where the rumors could be made up and come from. But I feel like we had a great-ass room."

Tunsil has been a Pro Bowl honoree five times in his first nine NFL seasons. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


In Strausser's view, Tunsil cared for teammates and helped them, but he was not the kind of leader to reprimand fellow linemen. "He doesn't want to necessarily be the guy in the room who is responsible for the room, which is fair, because he's not the coach," Strausser said. "He wants to show up and play football and protect the quarterback. I respect that about him." With Washington, Tunsil joins a tight-knit line with veterans -- Sam Cosmi, Tyler Biadasz, Nick Allegretti -- who don't require direction.
Still, in one of Tunsil's first acts with the Commanders, he quietly volunteered as a mentor. During his early years with the Miami Dolphins, Tunsil learned from Mike Pouncey, Branden Albert, Ja'Wuan James and Jermon Bushrod -- "vets in the room who showed me how it was done," Tunsil said. In Houston, his mentorship of right tackle Tytus Howard led to what he considers his best friendship. After a decade in the league, he still wants to pay the lessons forward.
Between the Commanders' last offseason workout and training camp, Tunsil invited rookie tackle Josh Conerly and second-year lineman Brandon Coleman to train for a week with him and his personal coach in Auburn, Alabama. "He brings a ton of confidence in the way we can learn from him," Coleman said. After training camp practices, Tunsil routinely stays late to work with Conerly, who is vying to start at right tackle and, in a few seasons, may replace Tunsil on the left side.
"It's truly a blessing that I have someone like that to take me underneath their wing," Conerly said.
"I just wanted to show them: 'This is my routine. This is what I do,'" Tunsil said. "When you get to a certain age, you got to develop a routine and work hard in the offseason. It's not just to play around and have fun. You got to put the work in."
Tunsil also invited Conerly and Coleman because he wanted to get to know his new teammates better. During practices, Tunsil constantly engages in post-play discussions about how to block a certain play.
"This is the first time I've played with a guy like LT -- a reset-the-market-type guy," Allegretti said. "A lot of the big-dollar guys in this league, as good as they are, they come with a lot of baggage. And LT's got none. It's pretty cool to see how easily he fits into the room."
Tunsil has been "one of the guys," Allegretti said, until he steps on the field. And then, "he's a hell of a f---ing football player."
To players and coaches, Tunsil has already justified the haul it took to acquire him. The widest smile Daniels has shown all preseason may have come when a reporter asked him about Tunsil. "I love him," Daniels said. "That's the only thing I can say. I love LT." At 6-foot-5 and 316 pounds, Tunsil is a physical outlier within a league of physical outliers. He has massive shoulders, elastic arms and a huge torso atop spindles for legs, which explain his abnormally quick feet.

Tunsil is impressing his new teammates and coaches after he left a similarly positive mark on his position coach in Houston. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


"He's a behemoth," Allegretti said. "You see him and you're like, 'That's a left tackle.' Sometimes we're watching practice, and I try to watch all five guys. Sometimes we'll get through three, four plays and I'll be like, 'Damn, I haven't watched LT yet.' It's just because he's just taking a pass set, throwing his hands and the rep is over."
Tunsil has impressed Coach Dan Quinn with his intelligence and ability to learn a new system quickly. 
"I knew what the competitor and their performance would look like," Quinn said. "But seeing that level of consistency, discipline -- man, it shows up with the good players, doesn't it?"
Consistency is Tunsil's pursuit. In his third season, Tunsil developed a routine and dedicated himself to it. Strausser has coached great players who can grow bored with habitual work. Tunsil revels in it. All tackles strive to land their hands inside a pass rusher's chest. Strausser has never seen anyone do it with the regularity of Tunsil.
"No matter what I do in life, I want to be consistent," Tunsil said. "I took pride in that and lived by that. It feels good just to do the same s--- over and over again. It works for me. You got to fall in love with the process."
"If there's any left tackle in the NFL that doesn't want to study Laremy to get better," Strausser said, "they're smoking dope."
Tunsil is the rare offensive lineman whose fame -- or infamy -- transcends football. On the night of the 2016 draft, Tunsil was widely expected to be a top-five pick. Some experts listed him the draft's best prospect. Minutes before the draft began, someone hacked Tunsil's Twitter account and uploaded a photo of him wearing a black gas mask and smoking marijuana. He fell to the 13th pick, costing him millions of dollars in his rookie contract.
In 2021, when he was 26, Tunsil told Complex magazine that he still played with anger over the incident, that he felt it defined him and overshadowed his skill. Time has changed that. There was no moment when the embarrassment and resentment of the night stopped gnawing at him. Slowly, though, it has.
"I be forgetting about it, honestly," Tunsil said. "The most time I think about it is when draft night for the young guys comes up. I don't think about it at all, man. That was 10 years ago. I can't be holding on to that. I really don't think about it. It kind of just fades away on its own."
Tunsil has at times leaned into the moment. In 2022, he and his business manager, Laolu Sanni, turned an image of Tunsil in the gas mask into a non-fungible token. "We dropped the NFT with the gas mask, and somebody actually bought it," Tunsil said. They donated the proceeds to the Last Prisoner Project, which advocates for incarcerated cannabis offenders.
On the field, Tunsil's task this year is to reduce penalties. The majority of his flags came on false starts, which Strausser attributed to his discomfort with the Texans' snap count. Tunsil prefers to play in a rhythm, and Houston frequently made adjustments.
"He tried to get better at it," Strausser said. "We definitely did have a different cadence than what he was used to. I think he would say it was not that offensive-tackle-friendly. It took him a while both years to get used to it."
Strausser didn't excuse Tunsil's penalties, but broadly he defended and praised him. He understood his effusiveness may seem weird after a season that cost him his job and led him into retirement.
"I feel a little bit awkward being Mr. Positive on Laremy, but I think there's a little bit of a semi-negative vibe out there about Laremy," Strausser said. "The guy's a great guy. The guy's a great player. I went in there. We were not very good for two years on the offensive line. I got fired, basically. I shouldn't have really good feelings. But I do have good feelings about Laremy. I feel very lucky I coached Laremy."
Tunsil had zero notion a trade may come in the offseason, but he did not take it personally. He welcomed a chance to play for Washington and block for Daniels. Tunsil, who represents himself, will be a free agent after the 2026 season, and his contract is structured in a way that would allow the Commanders to cut him next offseason with no salary cap damage. His performance this year, almost certainly, will dictate his next contract.
On Saturday, Tunsil was not thinking about any of that. All these years later, he still has plenty to accomplish. He wants to be a Hall of Famer. He wants to win the Super Bowl. He lost his childhood sheet of goals. He has not stopped dreaming.
"I got a lot of things I still got to accomplish while I'm here," he said. "It's a whole list."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/08/04/laremy-tunsil-commanders/
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