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        Three girls who left dorm were 'homesick'
        Homesickness drove three schoolgirls in Chiang Mai to leave their boarding school dormitory and head for home, according to the Mirror Foundation's Information Centre for Missing Persons.
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        GENEVA - Nations must resolve the global plastics crisis, the head of UN talks told negotiators from 180 countries gathered in Geneva on Tuesday to forge a landmark treaty on eliminating the life-threatening waste.

      

      
        Key Thai sectors still protected under US tariff pact
        Thailand's pledge of near-total market access for US goods includes key limits to protect some domestic industries, according to a government official, laying out the terms the country sought for its tariff deal with Washington.
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        NONTHABURI - A 5-metre python was found coiled on a cabinet in a room dedicated to housing 10 valuable Scottish Fold cats at a house in Bang Yai district on Tuesday morning.&nbsp;
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        JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was preparing on Tuesday to announce an updated Gaza war plan designed to destroy Hamas and secure the release of dozens of hostages, with Israeli media reporting he would order the total occupation of the Palestinian territory.
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                  Three girls who left dorm were 'homesick'                

                Children found safe in village about 8 kilometres from their school in Chiang Mai
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                                Homesickness drove three schoolgirls in Chiang Mai to leave their boarding school dormitory and head for home, according to the Mirror Foundation's Information Centre for Missing Persons.
The children -- two 9-year-olds and a 7-year old -- left the dormitory at Rajaprajanugroh 30 School in the early hours of Sunday. CCTV footage showed the girls walking past Wat Mae Ai Luang and Mae Ai Fresh Market around 1 am. Their disappearance triggered an extensive search involving police, soldiers and local rescue teams.

The trio were eventually found at around 5.40pm on Monday in a village about eight kilometres from the school.

Local residents saw them playing and walking around and alerted the authorities, who later confirmed that they were the three missing girls.

All three were unharmed and were taken to a nearby hospital for check-ups. The Mirror Foundation confirmed that the girls had not been abducted.

Instead, the motive appeared to be homesickness. The children, who are close friends and had lived in the dormitory since a very young age, had attempted to leave previously, but were quickly located.

Friends of the girls said they had overheard the trio discussing plans to sneak out the night before they disappeared.

According to the centre, two of the three children knew the way back to their homes, which encouraged them to leave the dormitory.

In response to the incident, the head of the Office of the Basic Education Commission (Obec) stressed the need for heightened safety at boarding schools.

Acting Sub-Lieut Thanu Wongchinda said a fact-finding committee would be set up to investigate the case and reiterated that school dormitories must be made to feel as safe and secure as a student's own home.
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                  At least B20 billion set aside for tariff relief                

                Thailand still awaiting clarity from US on local-content rules, says finance ministry official
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                                The Ministry of Finance has budgeted at least 20 billion baht for relief efforts to cushion the impact of US tariffs on Thai businesses.
Now that the 19% tariff rate on imports from Thailand has been confirmed, it has become more evident which sectors and products would be affected, said Lavaron Sangsnit, the ministry's permanent secretary.

He said the relief measures will cover both industrial and agricultural products. For farming, the focus is on reforming the sector to ensure its long-term survival.

The key issue in agriculture is the large amount of land and labour used, as yields per rai remain low, causing agriculture to account for only 8% of GDP, said Mr Lavaron.

"If the structure of the agricultural sector remains unchanged, it will not be able to survive," he said.

The government has 24 billion baht remaining from its 157-billion-baht stimulus fund, and the sum could be used to address the impact of the tariffs, said Mr Lavaron.

If that amount proves insufficient, the government has allocated an additional 25 billion baht in the fiscal 2026 budget, which begins in October, for further support.

Local content questions

In a related development, Mr Lavaron said Washington has not yet provided clarity on what proportion of local content will be required in order for products to avoid additional transshipment penalties.

Thailand is one of many countries still unsure about the final threshold for local content, he said.

Thailand, like many countries, has also pledged to purchase more Boeing commercial aircraft to bring down its trade deficit. Thai Airways International earlier this year signed contracts to procure 45 Boeing jets. Boeing also offered THAI the option to purchase an additional 35 aircraft, Mr Lavaron noted.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Tuesday that the 19% US tariff rate enables Thailand to remain competitive on the global stage.

"This tariff rate allows Thailand to remain globally competitive and retain an advantage over regional competitors," he said. "The rate offers an opportunity for Thailand to open the door to global economic expansion."

He said the government is well aware of changes to the global economic rules and structures that require all countries to adapt. In the meantime, it has prepared financial measures, including soft loans, debt suspensions, campaigns encouraging Thais to use domestically produced goods, and budget allocation to accommodate adaptation by both large and small Thai enterprises, said Mr Pichai.

One-stop help centre

Commerce Minister Jatuporn Buruspat, meanwhile, said the government is opening a one-stop service centre to address the impact of US tariffs this week.

Located at the Export Promotion Center on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok, the centre will provide information and support to all business sectors, including agriculture and small and medium-sized enterprises.

All related government agencies will be represented at the centre to offer guidance and resolve any issues for entrepreneurs, Mr Jatuporn said.


	Related: Thailand got 'a really good deal', says negotiator
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has firmly rejected recent Cambodian media reports that Thailand planned to assassinate Cambodia's leaders.
They allege that Thai forces intended to use an AT-6TH light attack aircraft equipped with GPS-guided bombs to target Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen and Prime Minister Hun Manet.

The allegations circulated in Cambodian media were also shared on social  platforms by Cambodia's Minister of Information.

In response, Thailand's Department of Information director-general and Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Nikorndej Balankura dismissed the claims as entirely irrational and aimed at damaging Thailand's image.

He emphasised that the spread of such disinformation, especially during ongoing bilateral talks through the General Border Committee (GBC), undermines efforts to resolve tensions peacefully.

The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) also issued a firm rebuttal, affirming that all Thai air operations are conducted in strict compliance with international humanitarian law and within the framework of the United Nations Charter, particularly Article 51, which covers the right to self-defence. 

Additionally, RTAF spokesperson AM Prapas Sornchaidee addressed separate accusations concerning the RTAF's alleged use of MK-84 bombs and cluster munitions to attack Cambodia.

Cambodian sources claimed the MK-84 bomb, manufactured in 1996, recently found on Cambodian soil belonged to the RTAF.

The Thai air force denied the allegations, stating that it had not procured munitions from the sources cited by Cambodia and that all of its defence procurements are made solely through certified partners under official defence cooperation frameworks.
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                  Border conflict tarnishes tourists' perceptions of Thailand                

                Minister says economic impact limited so far but security concerns in some markets bear watching
              

                                The Thai-Cambodian border conflict has damaged the image of Thai tourism, though the economic impact remains limited, with estimated losses of around 3 billion baht, mostly in the affected border provinces.
Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong said the seven provinces along the border were severely affected by the clashes between the two countries, while other nationwide reported some cancellations.

Hotel room cancellations totalled more than 5,000 nationwide, with estimated losses of around 3 billion baht.

Mr Sorawong said that in the week from July 21-27, Thailand welcomed around 618,000 foreign tourists, an increase of 1% from the week before. The figure for the July 24-27 period when the clashes took place was 372,000, roughly the same as from July 17-20.

"There was no significant surge in cancellations nationwide, except among Cambodian tourists, whose numbers dropped by 53% since the clashes began," he said.

Four countries -- Japan, Australia, the Netherlands and the US -- upgraded their travel advisories for Thailand from July 24-28, but none issued actual warnings against visiting the country.

A total of 21 countries issued general advisories, urging travellers to stay informed, exercise caution or avoid unnecessary travel near the border.

Mr Sorawong said the ministry and the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) would continue to monitor tourism sentiment for a while, particularly perceptions on social media.

He said the social listening survey on the TAT's Amazing Thailand online platform found the clashes have already affected the country's image, with negative posts about Thailand increasing from 6.8% to 11.3%, while positive posts decreased from 33.3% to 21.3%.

The country's image declined among foreigners, and foreign investors and tourists may delay their decisions to travel or invest in Thailand due to the increase in negative content and tensions along the border, said Mr Sorawong.

He said short-haul markets require more attention as these visitors are sensitive to security issues, particularly families and meeting or conference groups eager to travel during the summer school holidays.

The markets to watch include China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Vietnam and Malaysia, the minister said.

Rungroj Santadvanit, president of the lower northeastern chapter of the Thai Hotels Association, said that while some tourists have returned to travel in the border provinces, they are still avoiding Surin, Ubon Ratchathani and Buri Ram due to safety concerns.

He said the tourism recovery rate across the lower northeastern portion of the country is at only half of the normal volume, with hotels reporting occupancy rates of only 10-15%.
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                                The cabinet on Tuesday approved the purchase by the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) of four Saab JAS 39 Gripen fighter jets from Sweden under a government-to-government (G2G) agreement.
The first phase of the procurement, costing 19.5 billion baht, is expected to be finalised with a contract signing on Aug 25.

According to government sources, the procurement is part of the RTAF's long-term strategic plan to enhance its operational capabilities and reduce reliance on ageing F-16 aircraft that have been in service for over 37 years. The modernisation plan runs from 2028 to 2035.

The overall procurement will be divided into three phases, totalling 12 aircraft. The first phase comprises three Gripen E jets and one Gripen F, with delivery expected by 2029. Subsequent phases will bring the total to 12 aircraft by 2035-2036.

The RTAF emphasised that the acquisition was being conducted transparently through a G2G process, with full auditability and adherence to an offset policy aimed at generating substantial economic returns,  potentially worth hundreds of billions of baht, for Thailand.

The Gripen E/F models are equipped with state-of-the-art technologies, including Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar, advanced electronic warfare systems and long-range Meteor missiles capable of beyond-visual-range (BVR) engagements.

Opposition Leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, of the People's Party, expressed no objection to the cabinet's approval of the procurement of the  four new Gripen fighter jets.

He said recent budget deliberations had already reflected the opposition's support for such acquisitions. However, he emphasized the need for the government to provide a clear strategic rationale behind the purchase.

Background reports had earlier speculated that the Swedish government might suspend the sale of the Gripens given the border spat with Cambodia, during which Thailand used older-model Gripen jets to attack artillery positions.

Both the Swedish embassy and the RTAF have denied the rumours, confirming that the procurement process remained on schedule.

When the RTAF deployed JAS 39C/D Gripen fighter jets in strikes against Cambodia on July 26, it was the first time the Swedish built warplane had ever been used in combat

The jets were used against Cambodian artillery firing on Thai positions along the disputed border.
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                                GENEVA - Nations must resolve the global plastics crisis, the head of UN talks told negotiators from 180 countries gathered in Geneva on Tuesday to forge a landmark treaty on eliminating the life-threatening waste.
"We are facing a global crisis," Ecuadoran diplomat Luis Vayas Valdivieso said at the start of 10 days of negotiations.

"Plastic pollution is damaging ecosystems, polluting our oceans and rivers, threatening biodiversity, harming human health, and unfairly impacting the most vulnerable," he said.

"The urgency is real, the evidence is clear, and the responsibility is on us."

Three years of negotiations hit the wall in Busan, South Korea in December when oil-producing states blocked a consensus.

Key figures steering the negotiations at this new attempt said they were not expecting an easy ride this time, but insisted a deal remained within reach.

"There's been extensive diplomacy from Busan till now," UN Environment Programme executive director Inger Andersen told AFP.

UNEP is hosting the talks, and Andersen said conversations between different regions and interest groups had generated momentum.

"Most countries, actually, that I have spoken with have said: 'We're coming to Geneva to strike the deal'.

"Will it be easy? No. Will it be straightforward? No. Is there a pathway for a deal? Absolutely."

- Human bodies riddled -

Plastic pollution is so ubiquitous that microplastics have been found on the highest mountain peaks, in the deepest ocean trench and scattered throughout almost every part of the human body.

In 2022, countries agreed they would find a way to address the crisis by the end of 2024.

However, the supposedly final negotiations on a legally-binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the seas, flopped in Busan.

One group of countries sought an ambitious deal to limit production and phase out harmful chemicals.

But a clutch of mostly oil-producing nations rejected production limits and wanted to focus on treating waste.

Valdivieso insisted that an effective, fair and ambitious agreement was within reach.

"Our paths and positions might differ; our destination is the same," he said Monday.

"We are all here because we believe in a shared cause: a world free of plastic pollution."

- 'Plastic-free future' -

More than 600 non-governmental organisations are in Geneva. NGOs and civil society have access to the discussions tackling the thorniest points, such as banning certain chemicals and capping production.

"To solve the plastic pollution crisis, we have to stop making so much plastic," Greenpeace delegation chief Graham Forbes told AFP.

The group and its allies want a treaty "that cuts plastic production, eliminates toxic chemicals, and provides the financing that's going to be required to transition to a fossil fuel, plastic-free future", he said.

"The fossil fuel industry is here in force," he noted, adding: "We cannot let a few countries determine humanity's future when it comes to plastic pollution."

- Dumped, burned and trashed -

More than 400 million tonnes of plastic are produced globally each year, half of which is for single-use items.

While 15 percent of plastic waste is collected for recycling, only nine percent is actually recycled.

Nearly half, 46 percent, ends up in landfills, while 17 percent is incinerated and 22 percent is mismanaged and becomes litter.

A report in The Lancet medical journal warned Monday that plastic pollution was a "grave, growing and under-recognised danger" to health, costing the world at least $1.5 trillion a year in health-related economic losses.

The new review of existing evidence, conducted by leading health researchers and doctors, compared plastic to air pollution and lead, saying its impact on health could be mitigated by laws and policies.

To hammer home the message, a replica outside the UN of Auguste Rodin's famous sculpture "The Thinker" will be slowly submerged in mounting plastic rubbish during the talks.

The artwork, entitled "The Thinker's Burden", is being constructed by the Canadian artist and activist Benjamin Von Wong.

"If you want to protect health, then we need to think about the toxic chemicals that are entering our environment," he told AFP.

But Matthew Kastner, spokesman for the American Chemistry Council, said the plastics industry and its products were "vital to public health", notably through medical devices, surgical masks, child safety seats, helmets and pipes delivering clean water.
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                                Thailand's pledge of near-total market access for US goods includes key limits to protect some domestic industries, according to a government official, laying out the terms the country sought for its tariff deal with Washington.
The restrictions -- specifically on pork and corn -- will be hammered out in final negotiations with the US, said Pongsarun Assawachaisophon, who was involved in the talks and serves as deputy secretary-general to the prime minister.

The US tariffs are expected to shave off as much as 1.5 percentage points off Thailand's economic growth next year. The deal is designed to fulfill President Donald Trump's demand to erase Thailand's $45-billion trade surplus while still keeping trade open to the country's biggest export market.

The US president announced a 19% tariff on Thailand last week, down from an 36% threatened earlier, following several rounds of negotiations and offers from Thailand, including eliminating import levies on more than 90% of US goods.

"Among more than 10,000 US items that will get a zero tariff, some will be subject to tariff staging, import quotas or other conditions," Mr Pongsarun said in an interview with Bloomberg News on Monday.

"Thailand got a really good deal because we didn't act carelessly. We explained our reasons and didn't just stubbornly keep everything shut."

Trump has touted his tariff threats for pushing countries to buy more US goods and claimed, as in the case of Indonesia, that markets are "completely open" to American goods.

But many countries in Southeast Asia have sought carve-outs or protections for agricultural sectors, with farmers forming a key political constituency. Jakarta, for instance, wants to buffer its poultry and corn industries while Vietnam's seafood sector is seeking support.

For US pork, Bangkok will gradually reduce tariffs and limit American imports to less than 1% of domestic consumption. It must also be free of the additive ractopamine, which is used to promote the development of lean muscle mass and banned in Thailand.

The initial limitations are to allow the US to "test the market" while giving Thai pork producers -- notably Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF) and Betagro Pcl -- and smaller pig farmers time to adjust, Mr Pongsarun said. Pork market access has long been a contentious issue for the US, and the reason why Washington revoked some trade preferences for Bangkok in 2020.

As for corn, Thailand will require local feed mills to absorb all home grown corn first, at set prices, before being granted quotas to import US supplies, said Pongsarun. The Thai Feed Mill Association, which has been consulted on the matter, has said the country is able to buy as much $2.8 billion worth of US corn annually, as well as soybean meal and dried distillers' grains.

'Made in Thailand'

A separate concern for Thailand is Trump's 40% additional tariff on so-called transshipped goods, a way for Washington to block Chinese manufacturers from evading higher US tariffs.

About one-third of Thailand's current exports to the US would fall under this category, Mr Pongsarun said, ranging from car tyres to electrical appliances and toys that were made by Chinese factories in Thailand.

Government regulations deem goods with at least 40% of local content to be "Made in Thailand", but Mr Pongsarun said officials expect the US might require a much higher threshold, possibly up to 80%. Those details have yet to be announced by Washington.

Since April, Thailand has been rewriting rules covering the issuance of certificates of origin, with the help of the US Customs and Border Protection, and has ramped up inspection and factory visits for 65 types of goods, worth about $15 billion, that Washington had flagged as being potentially mislabelled as Thai-made.

Going forward, product certification will also only be granted by the Department of Foreign Trade, instead of the Federation of Thai Industries or the Thai Chamber of Commerce, a move that allows the government greater oversight.

"It's what we need to do anyway," Mr Pongsarun said. "The US deal is a wake-up call that nudges us to expedite the process to reform this system."
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                                NONTHABURI - A 5-metre python was found coiled on a cabinet in a room dedicated to housing 10 valuable Scottish Fold cats at a house in Bang Yai district on Tuesday morning. 
The homeowner said domestic staff discovered the snake and immediately contacted emergency services.

The excitement occurred at a two-storey house undergoing renovation in tambon Bang Mae Nang. The python was believed to have entered overnight through a gap in the ceiling at the rear of the cat room, which housed two male cats, five females and three kittens.

Wiroj Boonthai, 52, and Buppha Amphuang, 53, from Nonthaburi's 191 Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Centre, responded to the report around 9am. (continues below)

[image: The snake coiled on a storage cabinet. (Photo: Wiroj Boonthai)]
The snake, coiled on a storage cabinet. (Photo: Wiroj Boonthai)



Ms Buppha said she initially received the call around 7am, and waited for a male colleague to accompany her after assessing the snake's size. 

All the cats were safe, having fled the room unharmed, she said. 

They used a specialised tool, a snake catcher's loop on a pole, to capture and hold the snake's head before removing it from the house. (continues below)

[image: The rescue workers capturing the python. (Photo: Wiroj Boonthai)]
Rescuers with the captured python, which was later released unharmed away from human habitation. (Photo: Wiroj Boonthai)



The python was believed to have come from an overgrown, vacant block of land next to the house.

The snake was bagged and later released in a natural habitat well away from any residential area.

The Scottish Fold is a distinctive breed of domestic cat with a genetic cartilage mutation causing the ears to fold forward and down towards the front of the head.
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                  Israel poised to order new Gaza war plan                

                Netanyahu ready to order total occupation of Palestinian territory, according to multiple reports
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                                JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was preparing on Tuesday to announce an updated Gaza war plan designed to destroy Hamas and secure the release of dozens of hostages, with Israeli media reporting he would order the total occupation of the Palestinian territory.
Netanyahu was expected to meet security chiefs in Jerusalem to issue new orders, even as Israel's diplomats convened a UN Security Council meeting in New York to highlight the plight of Israelis held in Gaza.

The timing of the security meeting has not been officially confirmed. Netanyahu said on Monday that it would be "in the coming days".

The Israeli broadcaster Channel 12 said Netanyahu would meet the army chief of staff, and the defence and army ministers. Unnamed senior officials told Israeli media he intends to order the re-occupation of Gaza.

"Netanyahu wants the Israeli army to conquer the entire Gaza Strip," said a report on the public broadcaster Kan.

"Several cabinet members who spoke with the prime minister confirmed that he has decided to extend the fight to areas where hostages might be held."

The newspaper Maariv declared: "The die is cast. We're en route for the total conquest of Gaza."

While the reconquest plan has not been officially confirmed, it has already drawn an angry response from the Palestinian Authority and Gaza's Hamas-run government, which insisted it will not shift its position on ceasefire talks.

"We want to reach an agreement that ends the war. The ball is now in the hands of Israel and the Americans, who support Israeli positions and delay the conclusion of an agreement," senior Hamas official Husam Badran told the broadcaster Al Jazeera.

Desperate families

After 22 months of combat sparked by the October 7, 2023 cross-border attacks by Hamas that killed 1,219 people and saw hundreds kidnapped, the Israeli army has devastated large parts of the Palestinian territory.

More than 60,933 Palestinians have been killed, according to figures from Hams-run Gaza's health ministry, and humanitarian agencies have warned that the territory's 2.4 million people are slipping into a catastrophic famine.

But Netanyahu is under pressure on several fronts.

Domestically, the desperate and vocal families of the 49 remaining hostages are demanding a ceasefire to bring their loved ones home.

Around the world, humanitarians are pushing for a truce to allow in food to the starving, and several European capitals have announced plans to recognise Palestinian statehood, despite fierce US and Israeli opposition.

Meanwhile, Netanyahu's far-right allies in his ruling coalition want to seize the opportunity of the war to reoccupy Gaza and tighten control of the occupied West Bank.

Foreign Minister Gideon Saar was in New York, where Israel's US ally was helping organise a Security Council meeting to focus world attention on the fate of the hostages rather than the looming famine -- which Israeli spokespeople insist is an exaggerated threat.

The defence ministry civil affairs agency for the Palestinian territories, known as Cogat, said on Tuesday that Israel would partially reopen private sector trade with Gaza to reduce its reliance on UN and aid agency convoys and international military airdrops.

"As part of formulating the mechanism, a limited number of local merchants were approved by the defence establishment, subject to several criteria and strict security screening," Cogat said.

Israel has been fighting Palestinian militant group Hamas in Gaza for 22 months and imposed a total blockade on March 2, partially lifted in May to allow a US-backed private agency to open food distribution centres.

Aid convoys and airdrops by Arab and European militaries resumed last month, as UN-mandated expert reports warned famine was unfolding in the war-torn territory.

The Cogat statement said private sector deliveries would be paid for by monitored bank transfers and be subject to inspections by the Israeli military before entering Gaza, "to prevent the involvement of the Hamas terrorist organisation."

Staple foods

Permitted goods under the new mechanism will include food staples, fruit, vegetables, baby formula and hygiene products, Cogat said.

On Monday. Netanyahu insisted Israel's war goals remained "the defeat of the enemy, the release of our hostages and the promise that Gaza will no longer pose a threat to Israel".

His statement came after hundreds of retired Israeli security chiefs wrote to US President Donald Trump to urge him to convince Netanyahu to end the war, arguing that Israel has already scored a military victory and should seek to negotiate the hostages' release.

The families of the hostages are also horrified by talk of escalation, accusing the government of putting their relatives in renewed danger, even as Palestinian groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad release propaganda videos showing emaciated captives.
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                                A Swedish national wanted on an Interpol red notice for allegedly running an online international drug trafficking platform has been arrested in Bang Lamung district of Chon Buri.
Immigration police took the 37-year-old Swedish suspect, identified only as "Toby'', into custody at a luxury villa in Bang Lamung district of Chon Buri on Monday afternoon.

The arresting team was led by Pol Col Jiraphong Jujiradamrongchai, investigation chief of Immigration Division 3.

Pol Maj Gen Chairit Anurith, the division three commander, said Mr Toby posed a serious threat to society, wanted by Swedish authorities for major drug offences. 

Toby is accused of being a global moderator of Archetyp, an illicit online drug trafficking platform that operated across Scandinavia and other parts of Europe. The platform facilitated illegal drug sales through encrypted private chat rooms, according to Pol Maj Gen Chairit.

Archetyp was hidden inside the "dark web" and was busted and dismantled by European authorities in June 2025, according to news reports..

Pol Maj Gen Chairit. said Mr Toby's arrest was part of an urgent government mandate to stop foreign criminals using Thailand as a base for illegal activities. 

Such action was vital in safeguarding national security and public order, while also reinforcing Thailand's commitment to upholding the rule of law and maintaining its international reputation, he said.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has firmly rejected recent Cambodian media reports that Thailand planned to assassinate Cambodia's leaders.
They allege that Thai forces intended to use an AT-6TH light attack aircraft equipped with GPS-guided bombs to target Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen and Prime Minister Hun Manet.

The allegations circulated in Cambodian media were also shared on social  platforms by Cambodia's Minister of Information.

In response, Thailand's Department of Information director-general and Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Nikorndej Balankura dismissed the claims as entirely irrational and aimed at damaging Thailand's image.

He emphasised that the spread of such disinformation, especially during ongoing bilateral talks through the General Border Committee (GBC), undermines efforts to resolve tensions peacefully.

The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) also issued a firm rebuttal, affirming that all Thai air operations are conducted in strict compliance with international humanitarian law and within the framework of the United Nations Charter, particularly Article 51, which covers the right to self-defence. 

Additionally, RTAF spokesperson AM Prapas Sornchaidee addressed separate accusations concerning the RTAF's alleged use of MK-84 bombs and cluster munitions to attack Cambodia.

Cambodian sources claimed the MK-84 bomb, manufactured in 1996, recently found on Cambodian soil belonged to the RTAF.

The Thai air force denied the allegations, stating that it had not procured munitions from the sources cited by Cambodia and that all of its defence procurements are made solely through certified partners under official defence cooperation frameworks.
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                                The cabinet on Tuesday approved the purchase by the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) of four Saab JAS 39 Gripen fighter jets from Sweden under a government-to-government (G2G) agreement.
The first phase of the procurement, costing 19.5 billion baht, is expected to be finalised with a contract signing on Aug 25.

According to government sources, the procurement is part of the RTAF's long-term strategic plan to enhance its operational capabilities and reduce reliance on ageing F-16 aircraft that have been in service for over 37 years. The modernisation plan runs from 2028 to 2035.

The overall procurement will be divided into three phases, totalling 12 aircraft. The first phase comprises three Gripen E jets and one Gripen F, with delivery expected by 2029. Subsequent phases will bring the total to 12 aircraft by 2035-2036.

The RTAF emphasised that the acquisition was being conducted transparently through a G2G process, with full auditability and adherence to an offset policy aimed at generating substantial economic returns,  potentially worth hundreds of billions of baht, for Thailand.

The Gripen E/F models are equipped with state-of-the-art technologies, including Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar, advanced electronic warfare systems and long-range Meteor missiles capable of beyond-visual-range (BVR) engagements.

Opposition Leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, of the People's Party, expressed no objection to the cabinet's approval of the procurement of the  four new Gripen fighter jets.

He said recent budget deliberations had already reflected the opposition's support for such acquisitions. However, he emphasized the need for the government to provide a clear strategic rationale behind the purchase.

Background reports had earlier speculated that the Swedish government might suspend the sale of the Gripens given the border spat with Cambodia, during which Thailand used older-model Gripen jets to attack artillery positions.

Both the Swedish embassy and the RTAF have denied the rumours, confirming that the procurement process remained on schedule.

When the RTAF deployed JAS 39C/D Gripen fighter jets in strikes against Cambodia on July 26, it was the first time the Swedish built warplane had ever been used in combat

The jets were used against Cambodian artillery firing on Thai positions along the disputed border.
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                                Thailand's pledge of near-total market access for US goods includes key limits to protect some domestic industries, according to a government official, laying out the terms the country sought for its tariff deal with Washington.
The restrictions -- specifically on pork and corn -- will be hammered out in final negotiations with the US, said Pongsarun Assawachaisophon, who was involved in the talks and serves as deputy secretary-general to the prime minister.

The US tariffs are expected to shave off as much as 1.5 percentage points off Thailand's economic growth next year. The deal is designed to fulfill President Donald Trump's demand to erase Thailand's $45-billion trade surplus while still keeping trade open to the country's biggest export market.

The US president announced a 19% tariff on Thailand last week, down from an 36% threatened earlier, following several rounds of negotiations and offers from Thailand, including eliminating import levies on more than 90% of US goods.

"Among more than 10,000 US items that will get a zero tariff, some will be subject to tariff staging, import quotas or other conditions," Mr Pongsarun said in an interview with Bloomberg News on Monday.

"Thailand got a really good deal because we didn't act carelessly. We explained our reasons and didn't just stubbornly keep everything shut."

Trump has touted his tariff threats for pushing countries to buy more US goods and claimed, as in the case of Indonesia, that markets are "completely open" to American goods.

But many countries in Southeast Asia have sought carve-outs or protections for agricultural sectors, with farmers forming a key political constituency. Jakarta, for instance, wants to buffer its poultry and corn industries while Vietnam's seafood sector is seeking support.

For US pork, Bangkok will gradually reduce tariffs and limit American imports to less than 1% of domestic consumption. It must also be free of the additive ractopamine, which is used to promote the development of lean muscle mass and banned in Thailand.

The initial limitations are to allow the US to "test the market" while giving Thai pork producers -- notably Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF) and Betagro Pcl -- and smaller pig farmers time to adjust, Mr Pongsarun said. Pork market access has long been a contentious issue for the US, and the reason why Washington revoked some trade preferences for Bangkok in 2020.

As for corn, Thailand will require local feed mills to absorb all home grown corn first, at set prices, before being granted quotas to import US supplies, said Pongsarun. The Thai Feed Mill Association, which has been consulted on the matter, has said the country is able to buy as much $2.8 billion worth of US corn annually, as well as soybean meal and dried distillers' grains.

'Made in Thailand'

A separate concern for Thailand is Trump's 40% additional tariff on so-called transshipped goods, a way for Washington to block Chinese manufacturers from evading higher US tariffs.

About one-third of Thailand's current exports to the US would fall under this category, Mr Pongsarun said, ranging from car tyres to electrical appliances and toys that were made by Chinese factories in Thailand.

Government regulations deem goods with at least 40% of local content to be "Made in Thailand", but Mr Pongsarun said officials expect the US might require a much higher threshold, possibly up to 80%. Those details have yet to be announced by Washington.

Since April, Thailand has been rewriting rules covering the issuance of certificates of origin, with the help of the US Customs and Border Protection, and has ramped up inspection and factory visits for 65 types of goods, worth about $15 billion, that Washington had flagged as being potentially mislabelled as Thai-made.

Going forward, product certification will also only be granted by the Department of Foreign Trade, instead of the Federation of Thai Industries or the Thai Chamber of Commerce, a move that allows the government greater oversight.

"It's what we need to do anyway," Mr Pongsarun said. "The US deal is a wake-up call that nudges us to expedite the process to reform this system."
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                                The cabinet has approved compensation of 10 million baht for the families of each soldier and government official killed in last month's border conflict with Cambodia, and 8 million baht for each civilian victim's family, according to acting prime minister Phumtham Wechayachai.
Mr Phumtham announced the decision during a media briefing on key government resolutions under the theme "Overcoming Two Crises, Moving Forward Together", on Tuesday afternoon.

The announcement addressed recent national challenges affecting Thailand's security and economic stability: escalating violence along the Thai-Cambodian border since February, and trade tensions with the United States.

Mr Phumtham expressed deep condolences to all families affected by the border conflict, acknowledging that no monetary value can truly compensate for the loss of life.

The cabinet approved a total of 405 million baht in compensation for those affected between July 16 and Aug 2. In addition to payments of 10 million baht for death or permanent disability to families of soldiers and state officials and 8 million for families of civilians, compensation for injuries was also approved: 1 million baht for serious injuries and 500,000 for moderate injuries to soldiers and state officials, and corresponding sums of 800,000 and 400,000 baht for civilians. Government agencies have also been asked to gather additional information in preparation for providing compensation for damaged property.

A total of 15 soldiers and 17 civilians lost their lives as a result of the clashes between July 24 and 28, according to figures from the Royal Thai Armed Forces.

The conflict, which stemmed from what Thailand described as repeated provocations and disinformation campaigns by Cambodia, have now de-escalated.

Talks are currently under way in Kuala Lumpur between the two nations under the framework of the General Border Committee (GBC). The main event will take place on Thursday, with the defence ministers of Thailand and Cambodia participating, and observers from China, the United States and Malaysia also attending.

To counter the spread of fake news, especially on social media, Thailand's cabinet approved the establishment of a special committee tasked with monitoring, verifying and analysing online content, Mr Phumtham said.

The move aims to prevent misinformation from undermining national security and public safety, he added.

Trade talks handled with 'prudence'

Discussing economic challenges, specifically the imposition of a 19% trade tariff by the United States, he said the government had handled the matter with prudence, prioritising national interests.

Despite the tariff, Thailand remains competitive on the global stage, and the situation presents new opportunities for economic expansion, said Mr Phumtham.

Recognising the need for economic adaptation, the government has introduced financial support, including soft loans, debt moratoriums and budget allocations to assist both large and small enterprises.

Special emphasis will be placed on strengthening the agricultural sector to ensure resilience amid global economic shifts.

Concluding his remarks, Mr Phumtham urged Thais to unite in facing future challenges.

"It is time for us to join hands, look ahead, and build a peaceful, prosperous Thailand for all," he said.

After the briefing, Mr Phumtham he did not take questions from the media.
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                                Acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai has ordered officials to press criminal and civil lawsuits locally and internationally against Cambodia for the damage caused by its attacks on Thailand.
Government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said Mr Phumtham tabled the order at the cabinet meeting at Government House on Tuesday. 

He wanted local and international legal action against Cambodia for its use of soldiers and weaponry to attack Thailand.

The attacks caused damage to property and the lives of Thai citizens and the military, and civil service organisations, Mr Jirayu said.

According to the government spokesman, legal action will be taken in accordance with local and international criminal and civil laws and other relevant laws.

The Office of the National Security Council will take the lead in the legal action and affected organisations will also participate - including the army, the Interior Ministry and the Public Health Ministry.

The secretary-general of the Council of State, the government's legal adviser, will give relevant advice to speed up the process.

The legal action was aimed at capturing and punishing wrongdoers and demanding those responsible for the Cambodian attacks pay damages.

Officials would also inform affected people of their right to sue those behind the Cambodian attacks, Mr Jirayu said.
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                                International Red Cross representatives on Tuesday visited 18 captured Cambodian soldiers and witnessed the good care being given them by the Thai army, according to the Royal Thai Army.
A statement testifying to this and describing the captives as "prisoners of war" was released on Tuesday by the army.

Army and Foreign Affairs officials took Bangkok-based representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit the 18 Cambodian prisoners of war at a detention facility of the 2nd Army Region.

The statement said the ICRC is an international humanitarian organisation that directly supervises the conditions of prisoners of war.

The visit complied with the ICRC's normal work process and had nothing to do with any demand made by Cambodia, the statement said. The ICRC intended to witness the conditions the prisoners were being kept in and put them in communication with their respective families.

The visit also showed Thailand strictly observes international humanitarian principles, especially the Geneva Convention of 1949, and transparently respects the human dignity of prisoners of war.

The army said it let ICRC officials meet and talk freely with the captured Cambodian soldiers, without any time limit and without the presence of Thai officials and journalists, as the ICRC requested. 

The army also provided details of the prisoners' health examinations to the ICRC, showing the captured Cambodians were not tortured or mistreated.

The army also informed the ICRC of the situations leading to the detention of 20 Cambodian soldiers and the treatment and repatriation of two of them.

The 18 Cambodian soldiers were healthy and were not injured, the army statement said. They received three meals a day, stayed in a safe and hygienic place and were closely cared for by doctors.
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                                Thailand's Jeeno Thitikul has reached No. 1 in the Rolex Women's World Golf Rankings for the second time in her career.
Jeeno, 22, climbed one spot on Monday to pass Nelly Korda, who had held the No. 1 ranking since March 25, 2024.

Jeeno previously earned the No. 1 position on Oct 31, 2022, and held it for two weeks, joining Ariya Jutanugarn as the second Thai player to ascend to the top.

"I am very grateful to become the No. 1 player in the world for the second time," Jeeno said. "This is not just about me -- this is about my family, my team and my friends, not to mention the amazing support I feel from my fans in Thailand and all around the world.

"There are so many incredible golfers competing every week and I will work my hardest to make sure I am a strong representative of our game."

Jeeno leads the LPGA Tour with eight top-10 finishes this season, including a win at the Mizuho Americas Open in May and strong major finishes at the KPMG Women's PGA Championship (T4) in June and at last month's Amundi Evian Championship, where she lost to Grace Kim in a playoff.

Jeeno finished T30 on Sunday at the AIG Women's Open. Korda placed T36 on Sunday and is still looking for her first tournament win of 2025 after collecting seven titles last year.

Korda's 17-month run at No. 1 raised her career total to 108 weeks atop the Rolex Rankings, making her the sixth player to reach triple digits.
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                                The Revenue Department is expediting the introduction of legislation to exempt Thais from income tax on foreign-sourced earnings within this year.
According to Pinsai Suraswadi, director-general of the department, the new law exempts income tax for Thai individuals who bring foreign-sourced income into Thailand within two years from when the income was earned. The details are still being discussed within the Finance Ministry.

Once the law is promulgated this year, it may be applied retroactively, he said.

Mr Pinsai said Thai individuals collectively have roughly 2 trillion baht in foreign income, and if this money were moved to Thailand it could stimulate the economy.

The tax incentive encourages the repatriation of foreign income, he said.

Many people invest abroad because they expect higher returns than they would earn from domestic investments. However, once they make a profit, they may be reluctant to bring the money back to Thailand due to tax considerations, said Mr Pinsai.

Personal income tax in Thailand is applied on a progressive scale, ranging from 5% to 35%, depending on the level of income.

On June 17, 2025, the cabinet approved the Finance Ministry's proposal to exempt personal income tax on capital gains from the sale of digital assets or cryptocurrency. This exemption would be effective as of Jan 1, 2025, and be valid through Dec 31, 2029.

Mr Pinsai said the proposed crypto tax measure will be another tool to attract foreign funds into the country via the crypto trading market.

The draft ministerial regulation is awaiting publication in the Royal Gazette, after which it will be enforced.

With regard to the taxation of foreign-sourced income, the Revenue Department applies the Resident Rule principle. Under this principle, individuals who reside in Thailand for 180 days or more within a tax year (January to December) are considered tax residents and are subject to income tax on all income, whether earned domestically or abroad.

Before 2024, individuals with foreign income had opportunities for tax planning to reduce their tax liability. The law at that time stipulated that foreign income brought into Thailand in the same year it was earned would be subject to tax. However, if the income was brought in after the year in which it was earned, no tax liability would apply. For example, foreign income earned in 2020 but brought into Thailand in 2021 would not be taxed.

Under the current law on the collection of income tax from foreign-sourced income, effective since 2024, an individual is liable to pay personal income tax on such income regardless of the year it is brought into the country -- whether it be in the year in which it is earned or in any subsequent year.
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                                National police chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch has appointed a fact-finding committee to investigate alleged misconduct involving two senior officers -- Police Deputy Commissioner Pol Lt Gen Sophonrat Singhajaru, a former Police General Hospital (PGH) chief physician, and current chief physician Pol Lt Gen Taweesilp Wechawitarn.
Both have had their medical licences suspended following a resolution by the Medical Council of Thailand (MCT) on May 8.

The two officers have been accused of helping former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra receive privileged treatment on the PGH's 14th floor.

Pol Lt Gen Sophonrat's and Pol Lt Gen Taweesilp's medical licences will be suspended for three months and six months, respectively, starting Oct 1, for allegedly providing false or misleading medical documents or information regarding Thaksin's health to facilitate his extended hospital stay at the PGH.

According to Pol Gen Kittharath, a thorough and careful disciplinary investigation is required due to public interest in the matter and the complexity of the case, hence the formation of the fact-finding committee under Sections 117 and 199 of the Royal Thai Police Act BE 2565.

Key committee members include deputy national inspector general Pol Lt Gen Thanapol Srisopha, who chairs the committee; national inspector general Pol Lt Gen Kritsada Kanchana-alongkorn; Pol Maj Gen Jenkamon Kamnual, commander of the Office of the Inspector General's Inspection Division 8; and Pol Maj Gen Songpol Boribanprasert, commander of the Support Division.

The committee also includes 14 other police officers.

It is instructed to complete the investigation into the case according to the Office of Police Commission regulation on fact-finding investigations, BE 2556.

Upon completion, the investigation file is to be submitted to the police chief for further proceedings.

Should the committee uncover evidence of other violations beyond those stated in the current order, or if the investigation implicates other police officers, the committee's chairman must report such findings, said Pol Gen Kittharath.

It was also reported on Monday that former Democrat Party list MP Watchara Petchthong will appear before the committee on Tuesday at 1pm to provide testimony about the case as a witness.
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                                Prommin Lertsuridej, secretary-general to suspended prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, rejected reports which suggest the premier would resign before the Constitutional Court issues a ruling on the leaked recording of her conversation with Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen.
Several media reports claimed Ms Paetongtarn is planning to quit as premier before the court hands down the ruling to avoid a guilty verdict in the case. If she steps down early, the case would be aborted, saving her from a political ban that comes with an unfavourable ruling.

Responding to questions from the press about the rumour, Dr Prommin said on Monday there was no truth to such reports.

"I can confirm that she has no intention to resign at this time," he said. "We are proceeding in strict accordance with the law, and we stand by the legitimacy of our actions."

Dr Prommin said Ms Paetongtarn was confident about her prospects, as she had no other intentions but to guide the country away from the security crisis unfolding along the border.

He said as the nation's leader, Ms Paetongtarn consulted thoroughly with security agencies, including the military and the National Security Council, before implementing any measures.

She made informal calls to individuals outside official channels to help defuse tensions and prevent violent confrontations with Cambodia, Dr Prommin said.

"I believe her intention was to act responsibly as the country's leader. Despite being suspended from official duties by the Constitutional Court, she respects the court's authority and awaits its ruling.

"She hopes the decision will reflect her commitment and determination to guide Thailand towards peace as swiftly as possible," Dr Prommin said.

When asked whether the explanation submitted to the court, if viewed strictly in legal terms, could potentially constitute an ethical breach, Dr Prommin said the facts of the case, surrounding circumstances, and relevant legal provisions had all been carefully considered.

He said the written statement had clearly addressed the ethical allegations and cited pertinent legal statutes.

"It will be up to the court to make the final decision," Dr Prommin said.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3081153/pm-has-no-plan-to-quit-before-ruling



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      News

      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

      Business

      
        At least B20 billion set aside for tariff relief
        The Ministry of Finance has budgeted at least 20 billion baht for relief efforts to cushion the impact of US tariffs on Thai businesses.

      

      
        Border conflict tarnishes tourists' perceptions of Thailand
        The Thai-Cambodian border conflict has damaged the image of Thai tourism, though the economic impact remains limited, with estimated losses of around 3 billion baht, mostly in the affected border provinces.

      

      
        Key Thai sectors still protected under US tariff pact
        Thailand's pledge of near-total market access for US goods includes key limits to protect some domestic industries, according to a government official, laying out the terms the country sought for its tariff deal with Washington.

      

      
        Thailand records 6.56% drop in foreign tourists
        Thailand's foreign tourist arrivals from Jan 1 to Aug 3 fell 6.56% from the same period a year earlier, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports reported on Tuesday.

      

      
        Trump vows substantial India tariff hike over Russian oil buying
        US President Donald Trump said he would be "substantially raising" the tariff on Indian exports to the United States over the Asian nation's purchases of Russian oil, a move New Delhi slammed as unjustified in an escalating fight between the two major economies.

      

      
        True IDC lands Alibaba Cloud deal
        True Internet Data Center Co Ltd (True IDC), a local data centre and cloud services provider under Charoen Pokphand Group (CP), has been appointed the authorised distributor and managed services provider (MSP) of Alibaba Cloud in Thailand.

      

      
        Chula carries out nation's inaugural 5.5G field test
        Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Engineering has initiated the country's first 5.5G field test, paving the way for a real-time navigation system and automated factories as well as 6G development in the near future.

      

      
        Law exempting tax on foreign income in the offing
        The Revenue Department is expediting the introduction of legislation to exempt Thais from income tax on foreign-sourced earnings within this year.

      

      
        Trade rep chief touts future-ready sectors
        Amid rising geopolitical tensions and economic fragmentation, Thailand must adapt with agility, deepen international cooperation and invest in future-ready sectors and people.

      

      
        TAT sees hope in winter flight prospects
        The 1-million target set for the Middle East and African markets this year remains challenging due to geopolitical conflicts, but Thailand still has opportunities from new flight openings this winter, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  At least B20 billion set aside for tariff relief                

                Thailand still awaiting clarity from US on local-content rules, says finance ministry official
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                                The Ministry of Finance has budgeted at least 20 billion baht for relief efforts to cushion the impact of US tariffs on Thai businesses.
Now that the 19% tariff rate on imports from Thailand has been confirmed, it has become more evident which sectors and products would be affected, said Lavaron Sangsnit, the ministry's permanent secretary.

He said the relief measures will cover both industrial and agricultural products. For farming, the focus is on reforming the sector to ensure its long-term survival.

The key issue in agriculture is the large amount of land and labour used, as yields per rai remain low, causing agriculture to account for only 8% of GDP, said Mr Lavaron.

"If the structure of the agricultural sector remains unchanged, it will not be able to survive," he said.

The government has 24 billion baht remaining from its 157-billion-baht stimulus fund, and the sum could be used to address the impact of the tariffs, said Mr Lavaron.

If that amount proves insufficient, the government has allocated an additional 25 billion baht in the fiscal 2026 budget, which begins in October, for further support.

Local content questions

In a related development, Mr Lavaron said Washington has not yet provided clarity on what proportion of local content will be required in order for products to avoid additional transshipment penalties.

Thailand is one of many countries still unsure about the final threshold for local content, he said.

Thailand, like many countries, has also pledged to purchase more Boeing commercial aircraft to bring down its trade deficit. Thai Airways International earlier this year signed contracts to procure 45 Boeing jets. Boeing also offered THAI the option to purchase an additional 35 aircraft, Mr Lavaron noted.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Tuesday that the 19% US tariff rate enables Thailand to remain competitive on the global stage.

"This tariff rate allows Thailand to remain globally competitive and retain an advantage over regional competitors," he said. "The rate offers an opportunity for Thailand to open the door to global economic expansion."

He said the government is well aware of changes to the global economic rules and structures that require all countries to adapt. In the meantime, it has prepared financial measures, including soft loans, debt suspensions, campaigns encouraging Thais to use domestically produced goods, and budget allocation to accommodate adaptation by both large and small Thai enterprises, said Mr Pichai.

One-stop help centre

Commerce Minister Jatuporn Buruspat, meanwhile, said the government is opening a one-stop service centre to address the impact of US tariffs this week.

Located at the Export Promotion Center on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok, the centre will provide information and support to all business sectors, including agriculture and small and medium-sized enterprises.

All related government agencies will be represented at the centre to offer guidance and resolve any issues for entrepreneurs, Mr Jatuporn said.


	Related: Thailand got 'a really good deal', says negotiator
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                  Border conflict tarnishes tourists' perceptions of Thailand                

                Minister says economic impact limited so far but security concerns in some markets bear watching
              

                                The Thai-Cambodian border conflict has damaged the image of Thai tourism, though the economic impact remains limited, with estimated losses of around 3 billion baht, mostly in the affected border provinces.
Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong said the seven provinces along the border were severely affected by the clashes between the two countries, while other nationwide reported some cancellations.

Hotel room cancellations totalled more than 5,000 nationwide, with estimated losses of around 3 billion baht.

Mr Sorawong said that in the week from July 21-27, Thailand welcomed around 618,000 foreign tourists, an increase of 1% from the week before. The figure for the July 24-27 period when the clashes took place was 372,000, roughly the same as from July 17-20.

"There was no significant surge in cancellations nationwide, except among Cambodian tourists, whose numbers dropped by 53% since the clashes began," he said.

Four countries -- Japan, Australia, the Netherlands and the US -- upgraded their travel advisories for Thailand from July 24-28, but none issued actual warnings against visiting the country.

A total of 21 countries issued general advisories, urging travellers to stay informed, exercise caution or avoid unnecessary travel near the border.

Mr Sorawong said the ministry and the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) would continue to monitor tourism sentiment for a while, particularly perceptions on social media.

He said the social listening survey on the TAT's Amazing Thailand online platform found the clashes have already affected the country's image, with negative posts about Thailand increasing from 6.8% to 11.3%, while positive posts decreased from 33.3% to 21.3%.

The country's image declined among foreigners, and foreign investors and tourists may delay their decisions to travel or invest in Thailand due to the increase in negative content and tensions along the border, said Mr Sorawong.

He said short-haul markets require more attention as these visitors are sensitive to security issues, particularly families and meeting or conference groups eager to travel during the summer school holidays.

The markets to watch include China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Vietnam and Malaysia, the minister said.

Rungroj Santadvanit, president of the lower northeastern chapter of the Thai Hotels Association, said that while some tourists have returned to travel in the border provinces, they are still avoiding Surin, Ubon Ratchathani and Buri Ram due to safety concerns.

He said the tourism recovery rate across the lower northeastern portion of the country is at only half of the normal volume, with hotels reporting occupancy rates of only 10-15%.
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                  Key Thai sectors still protected under US tariff pact                

                Negotiator says more details to be worked out but country got 'a really good deal'
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                                Thailand's pledge of near-total market access for US goods includes key limits to protect some domestic industries, according to a government official, laying out the terms the country sought for its tariff deal with Washington.
The restrictions -- specifically on pork and corn -- will be hammered out in final negotiations with the US, said Pongsarun Assawachaisophon, who was involved in the talks and serves as deputy secretary-general to the prime minister.

The US tariffs are expected to shave off as much as 1.5 percentage points off Thailand's economic growth next year. The deal is designed to fulfill President Donald Trump's demand to erase Thailand's $45-billion trade surplus while still keeping trade open to the country's biggest export market.

The US president announced a 19% tariff on Thailand last week, down from an 36% threatened earlier, following several rounds of negotiations and offers from Thailand, including eliminating import levies on more than 90% of US goods.

"Among more than 10,000 US items that will get a zero tariff, some will be subject to tariff staging, import quotas or other conditions," Mr Pongsarun said in an interview with Bloomberg News on Monday.

"Thailand got a really good deal because we didn't act carelessly. We explained our reasons and didn't just stubbornly keep everything shut."

Trump has touted his tariff threats for pushing countries to buy more US goods and claimed, as in the case of Indonesia, that markets are "completely open" to American goods.

But many countries in Southeast Asia have sought carve-outs or protections for agricultural sectors, with farmers forming a key political constituency. Jakarta, for instance, wants to buffer its poultry and corn industries while Vietnam's seafood sector is seeking support.

For US pork, Bangkok will gradually reduce tariffs and limit American imports to less than 1% of domestic consumption. It must also be free of the additive ractopamine, which is used to promote the development of lean muscle mass and banned in Thailand.

The initial limitations are to allow the US to "test the market" while giving Thai pork producers -- notably Charoen Pokphand Foods (CPF) and Betagro Pcl -- and smaller pig farmers time to adjust, Mr Pongsarun said. Pork market access has long been a contentious issue for the US, and the reason why Washington revoked some trade preferences for Bangkok in 2020.

As for corn, Thailand will require local feed mills to absorb all home grown corn first, at set prices, before being granted quotas to import US supplies, said Pongsarun. The Thai Feed Mill Association, which has been consulted on the matter, has said the country is able to buy as much $2.8 billion worth of US corn annually, as well as soybean meal and dried distillers' grains.

'Made in Thailand'

A separate concern for Thailand is Trump's 40% additional tariff on so-called transshipped goods, a way for Washington to block Chinese manufacturers from evading higher US tariffs.

About one-third of Thailand's current exports to the US would fall under this category, Mr Pongsarun said, ranging from car tyres to electrical appliances and toys that were made by Chinese factories in Thailand.

Government regulations deem goods with at least 40% of local content to be "Made in Thailand", but Mr Pongsarun said officials expect the US might require a much higher threshold, possibly up to 80%. Those details have yet to be announced by Washington.

Since April, Thailand has been rewriting rules covering the issuance of certificates of origin, with the help of the US Customs and Border Protection, and has ramped up inspection and factory visits for 65 types of goods, worth about $15 billion, that Washington had flagged as being potentially mislabelled as Thai-made.

Going forward, product certification will also only be granted by the Department of Foreign Trade, instead of the Federation of Thai Industries or the Thai Chamber of Commerce, a move that allows the government greater oversight.

"It's what we need to do anyway," Mr Pongsarun said. "The US deal is a wake-up call that nudges us to expedite the process to reform this system."
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                                Thailand's foreign tourist arrivals from Jan 1 to Aug 3 fell 6.56% from the same period a year earlier, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports reported on Tuesday.
There were about 19.57 million foreign visitors during the period, the ministry said in a statement. China was the largest source market with 2.73 million visitors.

Last week, the Finance Ministry cut its forecast for foreign tourist arrivals this year to 34.5 million from 36.5 million. There was a record of nearly 40 million visitors in 2019, before the coronavirus (Covid) pandemic.

Thailand's foreign tourist arrivals from Jan 1 to June 29 fell 4.56% from the same period a year earlier.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) reported this week that the 1-million target set for the Middle East and African markets this year remains challenging due to geopolitical conflicts, but the country still has opportunities from new flight openings this winter.


	Read more: Tariff may affect Indian tourism

	Video: Green tourism collections
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                                US President Donald Trump said he would be "substantially raising" the tariff on Indian exports to the United States over the Asian nation's purchases of Russian oil, a move New Delhi slammed as unjustified in an escalating fight between the two major economies.
"India is not only buying massive amounts of Russian Oil, they are then, for much of the Oil purchased, selling it on the Open Market for big profits," Trump wrote on social media on Monday. "They don't care how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the Russian War Machine. Because of this, I will be substantially raising the Tariff paid by India to the USA."

Trump didn't say by how much he would increase the levy. Last week, he announced a 25% rate on Indian exports -- one of the highest of any major economy -- and vowed more duties if India continued to buy oil from Russia.

The US president's warning comes ahead of an Aug 8 deadline for Russia to reach a truce with Ukraine, with the administration threatening so-called secondary sanctions on countries that purchase Russian energy. Ukraine's allies view those purchases as helping to prop up Russian leader Vladimir Putin's economy and undercutting pressure on Moscow to end a war that is now in its fourth year.

India has been a top Trump target in the campaign to end the war. Prime Minister Narendra Modi -- who previously enjoyed warm relations with Trump -- has been defiant, urging Indians to buy local goods and signalling that his country will continue to buy Russian oil.

In a social media post later on Monday, India's Ministry of External Affairs hit out at the European Union and the US for continuing to buy energy and other materials from Russia when "such trade is not even a national compulsion." It noted that India began buying oil from Russia because traditional supplies were diverted to Europe after the start of the war, and the US "encouraged such imports."

"The targeting of India is unjustified and unreasonable," the ministry said. "Like any major economy, India will take all necessary measures to safeguard its national interests and economic security."

India has morphed into a major buyer of Moscow's crude since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, spurred on by discounts. On average, the country has been buying Russian crude at a rate of about 1.7 million barrels a day so far this year, according to tanker tracking data compiled by Bloomberg.

India exported about 1.4 million barrels a day of refined fuels in the first half of this year, according to Kpler data compiled by Bloomberg. Diesel or gasoil cargoes made up approximately 40% of total fuel exports, while gasoline and blending components comprised about 30% of the shipments.

Still, it's hard to quantify how much of India's oil exports derive specifically from Russian crude because refiners generally consume an array of barrels and then sell an even wider range of fuels. The EU recently launched a package of sanctions that will ban the purchase of fuel made from Russian crude, but traders are still waiting for the body to detail how the measures would work in practice.

At least four tankers discharged millions of barrels of Russian crude at Indian refineries at the weekend, a sign the closely scrutinised deliveries are continuing as normal.

Any disruption to Indian purchases of Russian oil could force it to look elsewhere for supplies. Last week, the country's largest processor bought several million barrels of crude from the US and United Arab Emirates in sudden large purchases that were set to be delivered relatively quickly, people familiar with the matter said.

Under the president's deadline for Putin to halt the fighting in Ukraine, secondary sanctions targeting buyers of Russian oil could be imposed Friday.

"Secondary sanctions and tariffs against those that are paying for this war -- like China, India and Brazil -- by buying the oil that Russia is producing, is an obvious next step to try and bring this war to an end," Matt Whitaker, the US ambassador to NATO, told Bloomberg Television. "This is really going to hit them where it counts, and that is in their main revenue source, which is the sale of oil to these countries."

Trade talks 

Trump's escalating tariffs stunned India after months of negotiations. The president has intensified his rhetoric against India, assailing its levies and other barriers to US goods. He's also hit out at the nation's energy purchases from Russia and participation in the Brics group of developing economies, in particular over the bloc's consideration of alternatives to the US dollar.

The Indian government has indicated it intends to continue talks with the US in hopes of securing lower tariffs. India is considering ramping up natural gas purchases from the US and increasing imports of communication equipment and gold. 

Officials see those moves as helping to narrow India's trade surplus with the US, a key concern for Trump. The US had a trade deficit with India of about $43 billion last year, the 11th largest, according to figures from the International Monetary Fund. But there are numerous sticking points, with Modi reluctant to open up sensitive sectors like agriculture and dairy to the US.

Relations between Modi and Trump have deteriorated in the president's second term. After clashes earlier this year between India and Pakistan, Trump threatened to block access to US markets if the countries did not halt the fighting. Trump has claimed his actions brought peace, a view that has rankled Modi's government.

Pressure on Russia

India has been caught in the middle of Trump's enhanced focus on ending Russia's war in Ukraine. The president vowed to quickly end Russia's invasion but those efforts have been stymied by Putin, who has responded with only maximalist demands for Ukrainian territory and refused face-to-face discussions with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

Trump has grown increasingly frustrated with Putin, leading to his latest threats to impose economic penalties on Moscow. He has floated tougher sanctions in the past only to delay action in hopes of preserving negotiations.

Trump told reporters Sunday that special envoy Steve Witkoff would go to Russia this week -- on Wednesday or Thursday -- for further discussions. Tensions between Washington and Moscow intensified last week when Trump said he had moved two nuclear submarines in response to "highly provocative statements" from former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.
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                                True Internet Data Center Co Ltd (True IDC), a local data centre and cloud services provider under Charoen Pokphand Group (CP), has been appointed the authorised distributor and managed services provider (MSP) of Alibaba Cloud in Thailand.
This strategic partnership aims to strengthen Thailand's digital infrastructure and support local organisations in their transition to the AI and cloud era, while also contributing to the robust growth of the country's digital economy.

Thailand's public cloud market is projected to grow at a compound annual growth rate of 23.6% between 2025 and 2030, reaching a total market value of US$8.51 billion by 2030.

"This collaboration with Alibaba Cloud marks a significant milestone for True IDC in enhancing Thailand's digital capabilities," said Tanawat Konsombat, head of technology at True IDC.

In its new roles as both a distributor and comprehensive MSP, True IDC will play a key part in expanding access to Alibaba Cloud's world-class technologies for businesses across all industries in Thailand.

The company will also foster a thriving digital ecosystem that promotes knowledge sharing, skills development and end-to-end cloud service delivery, he added.

These services include strategic consultation, cloud architecture design, planning, system deployment, ongoing operations management in accordance with international standards, and the establishment of a strong domestic technology partner network.

True IDC is committed to helping Thai enterprises maximise the benefits of cloud adoption in terms of operational efficiency, cost control, cybersecurity, IT talent gap mitigation, simplified system management, regulatory compliance and sustainable digital business operations.

"Teaming up with Alibaba Cloud will primarily support key industry sectors such as retail, e-commerce, fintech, healthcare and logistics," said Mr Tanawat.

In May CP Group announced a strategic partnership with Global Infrastructure Partners, a part of BlackRock, and True IDC, to elevate Thailand's digital infrastructure to world-class standards, supporting the rapid growth of AI and cloud computing and helping to drive Thailand to become Asean's leading digital economy hub.

According to True IDC, over the next 3-5 years, it plans to exponentially grow investment in data centre business, targeting the deployment of over $1 billion in capital.

In May, True IDC officially launched Thailand's first AI hyperscale data centre, reinforcing its commitment to advancing the nation's digital infrastructure to support the new economy.

Edward Liu, director of independent software vendor business development for the South Pacific Region & Japan at Alibaba Cloud, said this collaboration with True ID represents a pivotal step in establishing a solid technological foundation for the nation.

It will enable both the public and private sectors to access end-to-end cloud services -- from global technology enablement and IT strategic planning to professional operations and talent development -- under a robust partner ecosystem.

Ultimately, the partnership aims to enhance industry-wide competitiveness and fuel the growth of Thailand's digital economy, paving the way for the country to emerge as a digital hub within Asean in the near future.

Alibaba recently launched the Qwen3-Coder, its most advanced agentic AI coding model to date.

Designed for high-performance software development, the Qwen3-Coder excels in agentic AI coding tasks, from generating new codes and managing complex coding workflows to debugging across entire codebases.
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                  Chula carries out nation's inaugural 5.5G field test                

                              

                                Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Engineering has initiated the country's first 5.5G field test, paving the way for a real-time navigation system and automated factories as well as 6G development in the near future.
The university and related parties jointly conducted this experiment within its 5G-A Spectrum Joint Exploration project in its regulatory sandbox, running from late last year through September 2025.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-general of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), said the NBTC office allowed the university to set up the sandbox for testing new innovations and technologies, including allowing use of the upper band of the 6GHz frequency for the testing phase of the project.

Telecom industry operators support the 5.5G network being used in the project.

An NBTC source who requested anonymity said Thailand is expected to officially start using 5.5G technology by the end of 2025 through a partnership between Chinese tech giant Huawei and local service providers such as True Corporation and Advanced Info Service.

The partnership includes the government sector, in line with the Thailand 4.0 policy.

Chulalongkorn University's 5G-A Spectrum Joint Exploration project recently invited related parties to present their test results.

The test demonstrated that 5G-Advanced technology can transmit data downlinks at a speed of up to 10 gigabits per second (Gbps), 10 times faster than 5G technology for outdoor usage, and a speed up to 1Gbps for indoor usage.

5.5G, known as 5G-Advanced in full, is a leap in technology that will upgrade the entire mobile network system to be faster, smarter and save more energy than ever.

It delivers a peak download speed of up to 100Gbps, compared to 5G's 10Gbps. It is ideal for real-time tasks such as augmented reality or virtual reality, gaming and even remote surgery.

Currently, more than 60 network providers around the world, including those in China and Hong Kong, have started offering 5.5G services after 3GPP, the telecommunications standardisation organisation, released the first draft of 5.5G standards this year.

Abel Deng, president of Huawei Asia-Pacific's carrier sales business, said earlier that a combination of generative artificial intelligence and 5.5G would unlock new creative and economic potential in the Asia-Pacific region.
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                                The Revenue Department is expediting the introduction of legislation to exempt Thais from income tax on foreign-sourced earnings within this year.
According to Pinsai Suraswadi, director-general of the department, the new law exempts income tax for Thai individuals who bring foreign-sourced income into Thailand within two years from when the income was earned. The details are still being discussed within the Finance Ministry.

Once the law is promulgated this year, it may be applied retroactively, he said.

Mr Pinsai said Thai individuals collectively have roughly 2 trillion baht in foreign income, and if this money were moved to Thailand it could stimulate the economy.

The tax incentive encourages the repatriation of foreign income, he said.

Many people invest abroad because they expect higher returns than they would earn from domestic investments. However, once they make a profit, they may be reluctant to bring the money back to Thailand due to tax considerations, said Mr Pinsai.

Personal income tax in Thailand is applied on a progressive scale, ranging from 5% to 35%, depending on the level of income.

On June 17, 2025, the cabinet approved the Finance Ministry's proposal to exempt personal income tax on capital gains from the sale of digital assets or cryptocurrency. This exemption would be effective as of Jan 1, 2025, and be valid through Dec 31, 2029.

Mr Pinsai said the proposed crypto tax measure will be another tool to attract foreign funds into the country via the crypto trading market.

The draft ministerial regulation is awaiting publication in the Royal Gazette, after which it will be enforced.

With regard to the taxation of foreign-sourced income, the Revenue Department applies the Resident Rule principle. Under this principle, individuals who reside in Thailand for 180 days or more within a tax year (January to December) are considered tax residents and are subject to income tax on all income, whether earned domestically or abroad.

Before 2024, individuals with foreign income had opportunities for tax planning to reduce their tax liability. The law at that time stipulated that foreign income brought into Thailand in the same year it was earned would be subject to tax. However, if the income was brought in after the year in which it was earned, no tax liability would apply. For example, foreign income earned in 2020 but brought into Thailand in 2021 would not be taxed.

Under the current law on the collection of income tax from foreign-sourced income, effective since 2024, an individual is liable to pay personal income tax on such income regardless of the year it is brought into the country -- whether it be in the year in which it is earned or in any subsequent year.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3081357/law-exempting-tax-on-foreign-income-in-the-offing



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Trade rep chief touts future-ready sectors                

                Human capital seen as key in new era
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                                Amid rising geopolitical tensions and economic fragmentation, Thailand must adapt with agility, deepen international cooperation and invest in future-ready sectors and people.
More recently, Thailand and other countries have experienced trade wars, geopolitical fragmentation, supply chain decoupling and a worsening climate crisis, all of which have shaped and impacted markets.

"Today, there is a loss of predictability, trust, and economic clarity. Uncertainty has become the new normal," said Nalinee Taveesin, president of Thailand Trade Representatives.

Adapting trade policies

Mrs Nalinee said Indo-Pacific has become the epicentre of the intensified US-China rivalry, reflecting the region's central role in global supply chains and economic interdependence.

To remain competitive in this environment, Thailand is adjusting its trade strategy to both shield itself from external disruptions and seize new market opportunities.

She said Thailand remains firmly committed to the multilateral trading system. But officials are also actively pursuing free trade agreements with the European Union (EU), the United Kingdom and South Korea, while deepening regional integration through Asean, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and bilateral deals with countries like Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

"Advancing trade connectivity in all dimensions, promoting high-quality investment and diversifying markets are crucial to insulating the Thai economy from effects of tariff wars between major powers," said Mrs Nalinee.

She added that Thailand is also making a bold bid to join the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, a move that would align the country with high-income, innovation-led economies and require comprehensive reforms.

Domestically, she said Thailand is building supply chains that are resilient to shocks and ready for the future.

The Eastern Economic Corridor is designed to become the region's premier hub for advanced manufacturing, logistics and innovation, and a gateway to Asean's markets.

Thailand has been undergoing a digital transformation and preparing for the future of work. In order to ensure that this digital transformation is inclusive, the government has been helping small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) access digital tools, financing and cross-border platforms.

Promising markets, sectors

Mrs Nalinee said Thailand's future trade success will depend not only on preserving traditional markets but also on diversifying its economic footprint.

The government is exploring new high-potential markets such as Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and the Eurasian Economic Union. The goal is to increase export share to these markets to reduce over-reliance on any single market.

She pointed out that the Middle East and the EU have emerged as high-potential export markets. In 2024, the EU was Thailand's fifth-largest export market, with US$24.2 billion in trade, while the Middle East stood sixth, with $11.8 billion.

Mrs Nalinee also pointed out promising sectors for Thailand's exports. They are digital economy and smart technologies; electric vehicles (EVs) and components; semiconductors and advanced electronics; medical and wellness and tourism/healthcare services; and logistics and connectivity.

"Instead of relying solely on traditional cost-based advantages, Thailand can step up as a hub for strategic resilience -- building strengths in areas like smart electronics, digital technology, sustainable and green investment," she said.

She added that the establishment of the National Semiconductor Board and massive investments in digital infrastructure like AI and data centres highlight the country's pivot towards future-focused industries.

Green transformation key

Mrs Nalinee highlighted Thailand's ambition to lead Southeast Asia's transition to sustainable development through its bio-circular-green economic model. This approach integrates bio-economy, circular economy and green economy principles by focusing on sustainable resource utilisation, waste reduction and environmental conservation.

"Thailand is determined to lead Asean as a green manufacturing hub and achieve net-zero emissions by 2065," she said.

Workforce development

Mrs Nalinee said a key factor that could determine Thailand's success or failure in this new era is human capital.

She explained that the Thai government is investing heavily in workforce development.

Its ambitious plans include training 280,000 workers for high-tech sectors like AI, EVs, and semiconductors over the next five years.

At least 10 million people are expected to gain basic AI skills, with 90,000 trained as AI professionals and 50,000 AI developers.

In parallel, Thailand is promoting its soft power through the "One Family, One Soft Power" initiative, with the government supporting local creators in food, fashion, festivals, film, design and digital content.

SMEs promotion

Mrs Nalinee pointed out the importance of promoting and strengthening SMEs during these challenging and unpredictable times.

She said the Board of Investment has introduced targeted measures to help SMEs adapt to global shifts including support for technology adoption and suspending investment promotion for businesses likely to create oversupply or those at risk of trade restrictions from the US or other countries.

It also tightens scrutiny on key production processes for certain industries vulnerable to US trade measures, such as auto parts, electronics and metal products; and tightens criteria and screening regarding the hiring of foreign personnel in proportion to Thai personnel for manufacturing activities.
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                  TAT sees hope in winter flight prospects                
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                                The 1-million target set for the Middle East and African markets this year remains challenging due to geopolitical conflicts, but Thailand still has opportunities from new flight openings this winter, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
Hatsanai Chaisri, marketing manager for the Middle East and Africa at TAT's Dubai office, said growth in the Middle East market has been slow, particularly among family groups and first-time visitors.

They are hesitant to travel abroad due to geopolitical uncertainty in the region, as well as the 12-day war between Israel and Iran, which took place in June, even though it ended with a ceasefire, said Mr Hatsanai.

He said the agency expects travel momentum to rebound in August, which aligns with the school break for summer -- a high season for the market.

TAT Dubai is responsible for marketing in 13 Middle East and nine African markets, mostly in North Africa, along with South Africa.

Prior to the 12-day war, arrivals from the market had strongly increased since the beginning of the year, but growth has weakened with a year-on-year increase of roughly 2%.

As of July 27, the markets under the TAT Dubai office tallied 497,697, growing 2.22% year-on-year.

To achieve the 1-million target set for the TAT's Dubai office, it must secure at least 11% growth year-on-year in 2025, he said.

Key drivers include Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Oman, which are expected to generate 243,000, 181,000 and 118,030 arrivals, respectively, this year.

Mr Hatsanai said a strong flight recovery of over 95% compared to the level recorded prior to the pandemic could also be a crucial factor.

Currently, 11 airlines operate direct flights between the region and Thailand, serving roughly 231 flights per week and 288,380 seats per month.

There are three new flights scheduled for this winter, namely Abu Dhabi-Krabi and Abu Dhabi-Chiang Mai via Etihad, and Sharjah-Krabi via Air Arabia.

Typically, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) market accounts for 70% of overall arrivals from the region each year, said Mr Hatsanai.

Major segments are families and millennials, with high average spending of 9,600 baht a day or more than 100,000 baht a trip.

They mostly choose five-star or luxury hotels and enjoy shopping, beaches and nature, as well as health and medical tourism.

A decisive factor is halal-friendly trips offering halal food, prayer facilities and exclusive programmes or privacy options, such as private pool villas and VIP airport transfers, he said.

As the outbound market among GCC countries is forecast to grow by 7% annually over the next five years, tourism operators are urged to adapt to changing behaviour.

They have started using AI to plan their trips and are gravitating towards sustainable travel.

Providing content and advertisements in Arabic is recommended for Thai operators, as they have higher click-through rates than English.

Next month, the TAT will host the Middle East Trade Meet in Bangkok and Koh Samui, and organise a luxury roadshow to Kuwait and Bahrain in November.

Next year, one of its flagship projects is Wellness Escapes in Amazing Thailand, targeting the Saudi Arabia and Oman markets in particular.

Opportunities in other markets include Morocco, with a population of over 38 million. Arrivals surged after visa requirements were lifted for this market last year. A large portion of them are honeymooners.

However, growth in some countries remains challenging due to sluggish economies and devalued currencies, such as Iran and Egypt.
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        Lead paint risk lives on
        A recent pollution study has revealed that lead-based paint remains a persistent threat in homes and buildings, despite government efforts to reduce the risks.

      

      
        Trump hurting global trade in ideas
        Much attention has been focused on Thailand's scramble to achieve a bilateral trade agreement with the United States to avoid a 36% tariff on all exported goods. Yet a different restrictive trade policy has received comparatively less scrutiny -- the Trump administration's clampdown on American universities, including a possible ban on the enrolment of international students.

      

      
        Dollar at risk of being left behind
        Europe and Asia could leverage US President Donald Trump's "America First" strategy for their own benefit, eventually spurring the development of regional tripolar FX blocs that could erode the dominance of the US dollar and reshape global markets.

      

      
        Losing the narrative
        Since the border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia began and up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to present its position to the world.

      

      
        Reform clergy with your wallet
        The recent sex scandal involving high-ranking monks has shaken public faith to the core. But the responses from the clergy, the state, and the public all miss the point. This crisis in Thai Buddhism is not about monks and sex -- it's about monks and money. Address the problem incorrectly, and the sex scandals and temple corruption will never end.

      

      
        Strange choices of pets in Thailand
        There was a report in last Monday's Post that lions are becoming popular pets in Thailand. It is believed there are about 500 captive lions mainly in Thailand's zoos, breeding farms and petting cafes, but more disturbingly, some in private homes. It doesn't need spelling out why this is not a good idea.

      

      
        A new page as France quits key bases in Africa
        It's a turning of the page in Franco-African diplomatic relations. For the first time since the decolonisation of the French colonies in the 1960s, there will be no formal French military bases on the African continent.
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																US President Donald Trump's tariff policies have unleashed global economic turmoil and a wave of protectionist measures. While many of his frequently changing tariffs may prove short-lived, their use as geopolitical weapons is poised to reshape international trade for years to come.
But the current fixation on Mr Trump's tariffs diverts attention from the larger goal: the US is leveraging its economic power to push for market liberalisation and preferential access for American firms, often at the expense of lower-income countries' development prospects.

Today's US-China standoff is a prime example. America's hostile posture toward China has never been just about trade. Rather, it reflects a strategic ambition to preserve US technological dominance.

That effort has since become part of a broader campaign to restrict access to advanced technologies across the developing world. The primary tool for achieving this goal has been the imposition of increasingly restrictive intellectual-property (IP) rules that aim to privatise knowledge through patents, copyrights, and industrial designs.

This helps explain why the trade agreement with Indonesia includes several provisions designed to limit the country's ability to move up the value chain into knowledge-intensive industries. Tellingly, Indonesia will eliminate 99% of its tariffs on American industrial, food, and agricultural imports, while Indonesian exports to the US will face an average tariff rate of 19%.

The immediate impact will be felt most acutely by Indonesian farmers, who must now compete against subsidised US agricultural products. But the longer-term risks lie in the dismantling of non-tariff barriers, which could severely constrain Indonesia's ability to diversify its economy and curtail its access to critical technologies.

According to the joint statement announcing the deal, American firms will receive sweeping privileges. Indonesia will remove all content requirements for US-made goods and accept American vehicle-safety and emissions standards, which are far more lenient than its own. It must also recognise Food and Drug Administration approvals for medical devices and pharmaceuticals, exempt US food and agricultural imports from local licensing regimes, and accept US certifications for meat, dairy, and poultry products.

Indonesia has also agreed to eliminate tariffs on intangible goods and support a global moratorium on digital customs duties -- issues that remain highly contested within the World Trade Organization. Even more troublesome are the IP provisions: the deal compels Indonesia to resolve key disputes over traditional knowledge, genetic resources, and compulsory licenses.

The US is not alone in pursuing this agenda. While Indonesia's concessions are baffling, India's recent trade deal with the UK raises even more questions. Despite being years in the making, the deal has little commercial significance, as bilateral trade accounts for less than 2.5% of either country's exports.

Media coverage of the UK-India deal has focused on tariff reductions: 92% of UK exports to India will receive full or partial tariff relief, while up to 99% of Indian exports to the UK will be tariff-free. Optimistic forecasts suggest the agreement could double export volumes in certain sectors: textiles, clothing, and jewellery for India; alcoholic beverages and automobiles for the UK.

But as with the US-Indonesia deal, the most consequential element of this agreement is its IP provisions, which tilt the regulatory balance in favour of Western patent holders.

For example, the deal promotes the use of "voluntary licences" over compulsory ones, potentially discouraging future price reductions. Another clause endorses the harmonisation of patent standards, opening the door to "evergreening" -- the extension of patents through minor tweaks to existing drugs.

It is deeply disturbing that the Indian government has accepted these terms, which jeopardise not only the future of its pharmaceutical industry but also the global supply of affordable drugs.

India's willingness to make such concessions to a weakened former colonial power -- one that is no longer a major trading partner -- makes the potential outcome of its trade talks with the European Union and the US all the more alarming. To ensure India's economic future, Prime Minister Narendra Modi must stop cracking down on domestic dissent and start defending India's interests on the global stage. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																The long-standing border dispute between Cambodia and Thailand has again escalated to actual conflict. Dozens of people have been killed, more have been injured, and more than 170,000 people have had to flee their homes. Cross-border trade and tourism are on hold. As I write this piece, a fragile ceasefire is still in place, but we need more than this; we need an end to hostilities between the two countries.
Let me be clear, there is no treasure chest to be won here. The land in dispute has little intrinsic value. The most sensitive issue is the ownership of relatively small pieces of land that contain the ruins of two Hindu temples. I am sure I am not the only person to wonder what the priests who served the temples would think of their ruins being the centrepiece of armed conflict.

The broader issue is that, in today's world, we increasingly face problems that can only be solved through collective action. This was not so true even a few decades ago. Then, South Korea, Taiwan, or Singapore could, with the right mix of policies, invite investors to build manufacturing or assembly centres that would produce consumer goods for Western markets, paying good wages. Factory Asia required considerable work on the part of the governments, but not necessarily the cooperation of their neighbours.

Today, there is still room to join Factory Asia; however, emerging problems will make development harder, problems that require worldwide, coordinated action. Climate change is one such challenge. Without a collective shift in our behaviour and a globally coordinated effort, we will continue to suffer from heatwaves, more intense storms, and higher sea levels, which will degrade seaports and coastal agricultural areas. We will only turn back this present danger if we have global cooperation on an unprecedented scale. Conflict of the type seen at the border of Cambodia and Thailand will inhibit public collaboration between the two countries, weakening Southeast Asia's voice in any global effort.

Climate change is only one of the problems we face that requires an international effort to solve. Across Southeast Asia, fish stocks are collapsing. This imperils the food security of many people in the region. But, as is often said, fish do not need passports; they travel from one part of the oceans to another, and without a general agreement to reduce overfishing, the stocks will not recover. Hostile relations between any of the countries in Southeast Asia will make any effort to address this much harder.

I'm sure every reader has a list of problems they worry about, such as a new pandemic. Some of these will demand a coordinated multi-country effort. It is possible to have this. In an earlier dustup between Cambodia and Thailand, in 2009, as a Director for the Asian Development Bank (ADB), I was privileged to chair a meeting in Bangkok of the transport sector of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) programme. This initiative brings together the governments of mainland Southeast Asia, including Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Thailand, as well as China, which participates through Yunnan Province and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

These governments have come together to jointly plan and carry out cross-border projects that enhance the potential for sustainable development. Transportation is a key element, especially for the interior areas of these countries. Without access to the coast, the people of these areas are unable to participate in the international trade that has driven regional development. Cross-border road systems enable trucks to transport goods from factories to ports in neighbouring countries. At the local level, improved roads ease travel to markets, schools, and health facilities.

At the time of the Bangkok meeting, the GMS had mobilised roughly $10 billion (324.7 billion baht) to fund transportation projects. The government officials had gathered to consider how to move forward in the sector. As the teams reviewed project proposals, news arrived of a fight at the border between Cambodia and Thailand. We understood that at least one person had died and many were injured.

I watched as the teams agonised over whether they could continue collaborating. Fairly quickly, however, the decision was made by all to continue. It was explained to me that, although the relationship between the two countries was strained, the officials at our meeting had been tasked with working together. They understood that the quality of life and the livelihoods of literally millions of people in the region depended on improved transport, something that could not occur without meaningful collaboration.

This decision required political courage, and I don't know if even the most dedicated official could have sustained that position if the effort had needed more than a few days and had been more in the public eye. Unfortunately, the problems that face the countries of Southeast Asia, indeed the problems that face the global community, will require both sustained and very public cooperation. The ceasefire in place is welcome, but it should be viewed as a first step towards building a relationship that will enable Cambodia and Thailand to collaborate meaningfully in addressing the broader problems that face us.



David Jay Green is an economist who worked for more than two decades with the Asian Development Bank, retiring as the Director, Regional Cooperation and Integration Group, Southeast Asia Dept.
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																In what can only be described as a stunning diplomatic move, US President Donald Trump has personally confirmed his attendance at the 47th Asean-related summits on Oct 26-28 in Kuala Lumpur. His early commitment made directly to Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim breaks with protocol and represents a rare gesture of goodwill toward Asean.
US presidents typically delay such confirmations until the last minute, often treating Asean events as an afterthought compared to bilateral or multilateral summits with higher strategic returns. Even when confirmed, the level of representation is frequently downgraded.

With Mr Trump now expected in town, Malaysia can plan. Beyond the 13th Asean-US Summit, new initiatives and side events can be organised to capitalise on his presence. That said, Mr Trump is always prone to changing his mind.

During his first term, Mr Trump's engagement with Asean was spotty at best. He attended only the 5th Asean-US Summit in November 2017 and left the East Asia Summit halfway through. This time, however, he appears to be rewarding Mr Anwar for brokering the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire deal. At a recent press conference, Mr Anwar publicly credited Mr Trump for the initiative. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and Thailand's acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai also expressed their gratitude. Asean leaders have since showered Mr Trump with praise, augmenting his ego. After all, "gaining face" is part of Asean's cultural DNA.

Mr Trump's decision to attend is an acknowledgement of Asean as a pivotal regional group despite his preference for transactional engagement. The summit is expected to draw numerous heads of state. There would be one-on-one sideline meetings. Russian President Vladimir Putin, who shares decades of personal rapport with Mr Anwar, has been invited to attend the Asean summit. The Malaysian chair also plans to invite other influential guests to Kuala Lumpur.

In his second term, having spent considerable time focused on Middle East diplomacy, Mr Trump may finally discover that Asean leaders are more cooperative and more pleasant to deal with. The Thai-Cambodian truce only materialised because of the region's diplomatic resilience, led by a Muslim leader mediating between two Buddhist-majority countries. For Mr Trump, this is a rare political opportunity that could bolster his resume for a Nobel Peace Prize nomination.

To leave his mark on Asean, however, Mr Trump must surpass the record of his predecessor and political rival, President Barack Obama, who during his two terms (2008-2016) became one of the region's most popular Western leaders. Mr Obama attended seven Asean summits. Most memorably, during the 37th Asean Summit in Kuala Lumpur in 2015, he personally invited all Asean leaders to a special and stand-alone US-Asean summit at Sunnylands, California, in February 2016.

That event was pulled together in just three months, which was amazingly fast by diplomatic standards. It also marked the first time that the US formally recognised Asean centrality in its official documents.

Mr Trump could eclipse Mr Obama's Asean legacy through three straightforward steps. First of all, he could serve as the leading guarantor of peace and stability in the region. Branding himself the "President of Peace", Mr Trump could build on the Thai-Cambodian truce and offer his hand in other regional flashpoints. But it must be an Asean-led process.

Secondly, he should revive the special US-Asean summit he had planned in Las Vegas during his first term but had to cancel due to Covid-19. The idea of gathering Asean leaders in Las Vegas -- a city with casinos -- holds a unique allure. It could be a soft-power spectacle to reinvigorate US-Asean ties.

Finally, Mr Trump should restart the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative, the signature Obama-era program connecting over 60,000 young leaders across Asean and its dialogue partners. The initiative was shelved after his administration gutted USAID. Mr Trump can flip the script by relaunching it under a new name -- perhaps "Trump's Young Southeast Asian Leadership Initiative".

If Mr Trump achieves these three goals, he could easily surpass Mr Obama's standing in Southeast Asia. A few well-placed words in Bahasa Malayu -- such as madani (civilised), terima kasih (thank you), and apa khabar (how are you) --would go a long way. Mr Obama endeared himself to Indonesians with similar linguistic gestures. And yes, lowering US tariffs -- still a steep 19% for Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, and the Philippines -- before arriving would not hurt either.

With five months remaining in his Asean chairmanship, Mr Anwar must act swiftly to consolidate the bloc's credibility in crisis management. Top priority would be to make tangible progress on the four-and-a-half-year Myanmar quagmire. With renewed moral authority, Asean under Mr Anwar can engage more effectively with all Myanmar stakeholders to push for substantive progress for the Asean Five-Point Consensus.

Myanmar's junta has announced plans to hold elections between late December and early January as part of its exit strategy. However, the international community has widely condemned the move as a facade to legitimise military rule. At the upcoming summit, the Asean chair can press for a more inclusive process, urging the junta to broaden participation. At the same time, dialogue among all parties must begin, though they remain deeply out of sync.

Nay Pyi Taw, for its part, believes it can still hold the elections, which will reportedly cover 267 of Myanmar's 330 townships, roughly 80% of the country. It will rely on locally manufactured electronic voting machines. Resistance forces, however, reject the elections and still remain active in rural battlefields.

Here, the Asean chair can enlist major powers -- particularly the US, China, India, and Russia -- to help push all parties toward dialogue and an eventual ceasefire. These dialogue partners and Asean will be essential in guaranteeing Myanmar's stability in the future. The recent ceasefire agreement between Myanmar and armed ethic groups was no mere optics as it was a carefully calibrated diplomatic moment. It helps demonstrate that Asean is not just a talk shop.

Given the current fractured geopolitical landscape, the October summit is shaping up to be one of the most consequential in Asean history. The chair must use the opportunity presented by Mr Trump's presence and other global leaders to secure firm commitments that will reinforce Asean's strategic autonomy for years to come.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3081337/aseans-charm-offensive-in-full-swing



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Lead paint risk lives on								

															

																	
										
											[image: ]
																					

									

																A recent pollution study has revealed that lead-based paint remains a persistent threat in homes and buildings, despite government efforts to reduce the risks.
Published July 30, the study included laboratory analysis that showed 11 out of 55 samples of paints from 10 different brands contained lead concentrations above 100 parts per million (ppm). This 100-ppm threshold was first implemented by the government on paint manufacturers in 2017.

The study shows seven paints from seven brands contained extremely high lead concentrations above 10,000 ppm. The highest lead concentration detected was 64,000 ppm. The researchers, however, do not provide the names of these sampled paints.

Civic groups carried out the research: the Ecological Alert and Recovery Thailand (EARTH), the Foundation for Consumers (FFC) and the National Institute for Child and Family Development (NICFD), Mahidol University.

Since 2013, EARTH has conducted laboratory analysis with IPEN, a global network against chemical pollution. Samples are sent to an accredited laboratory in the US.

In the wake of the report, questions have arisen. What is our government going to do with the report's findings? Will the government inspect paint manufacturers and enforce laws on those who violate the law?

The toxicity of lead in paint has been known for decades, and countries around the world have imposed bans and strict regulations upon manufacturers, with the US imposing a ban in the 1970s, the UK in the 1990s, and the EU in 2003.

The study conducted by EARTH and IPEN in 2013 showed that 79% of 120 analysed paints sold in the market had lead content above 100 ppm. After 2017, when the government introduced tough regulations, the percentage of sampled paints with lead content above 100 ppm was reduced to 20%.

The percentage of paints with lead levels above 10,000 ppm has further decreased over the past decade.

For this year, 80% of the 55 paints that researchers collected from the market were deemed safe products with lead content below the 100-ppm level. This means that 20% of paints pose a risk to consumer health. It's an improvement, but consumers remain uncertain whether the paints used by home builders and interior designers to paint their buildings are safe.

Lead can cause nervous system damage, stunt growth, damage the kidneys and cause cancer. Such a toxic element has no place in our homes or workplaces.

The World Health Organization warns that each year, an estimated 1 million people die from lead poisoning and millions more, many of them children, are exposed to low levels of lead from lead-based paint in homes, schools, hospitals, and playgrounds. Children can ingest flakes and dust from lead-painted toys or surfaces, or be exposed through lead-glazed ceramics and some traditional medicines and cosmetics.

The government cannot turn a blind eye to this glaring health threat. Responsible agencies, such as the public health and industrial ministries, must start inspecting manufacturers and testing products and inform the public and builders about which paint brands are safe. Manufacturers who break related regulations must be penalised. Without proper inspections and better laws and manufacturing standards, the buildings we work in and the bedrooms we sleep in pose a risk to our health.
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																Much attention has been focused on Thailand's scramble to achieve a bilateral trade agreement with the United States to avoid a 36% tariff on all exported goods. Yet a different restrictive trade policy has received comparatively less scrutiny -- the Trump administration's clampdown on American universities, including a possible ban on the enrolment of international students.
While it is typical to view shipments of rice or semi-conductors as exports, it is less common to discuss the free flow of ideas in and around US universities as a function of trade and as a uniquely American export. Immeasurable benefits flow to the US and countries around the world from the participation of international students on American campuses. Now this trade in ideas is jeopardised by threatened Trump administration plans to wall off scholarship and scientific inquiry much in the same way it has tried, and failed, to wall off the southern border of the United States.

President Trump began this attack on higher education soon after his inauguration earlier this year by freezing grants to universities from the National Science Foundation, quickly followed by freezing other research funds. Several university presidents were called to testify in contentious hearings on Capitol Hill in relation to their use of Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) policies, one of the most salient targets of the Trump Administration. These policies have increased the enrolment of first-generation college students and students of colour but have also been indirectly associated with political expression that the administration finds objectionable, including support for a free Gaza and opposition to US support for Israel.

Although the Trump administration has launched investigations into DEI efforts at 52 universities, much of its retaliation has centred on Harvard University. When the university refused to turn over the records of international students involved in political protests, the school's tax-exempt status was cancelled, and an executive order was issued denying the school the ability to enrol international students.

Harvard has sued the White House claiming that its efforts to block the school from enroling international students are unconstitutional. Other schools remain fearful of the lengths the administration may go to bring US universities to heel and the chilling effect this will have on discourse and the exploration of ideas on campus.

Indeed, Columbia University recently reached a settlement with the administration and agreed to pay US$200 million (6.5 billion baht) in fines to have its $400 million in grants unfrozen. The president of the American Association of Colleges and Universities has called this agreement "government overreach into institutional autonomy and academic freedom".

Harvard has the largest endowment of any university in the world, so it can temporarily weather a loss of federal funds without acquiescing to Mr Trump's demands, but the situation is not sustainable. The university has entered discussions with the White House to reach a negotiated truce, which may yet include restrictions on its ability to enrol international students at current levels.

In full disclosure, I am a graduate of the Harvard Kennedy School, the school within the university with the highest enrolment of international students at a little over 50%. When I studied there, the classes were enriched by the participation of international students, some of whom were from Southeast Asia. A future Thammasat rector, a future Minister of the Environment from the Philippines and a future Deputy Prime Minister from Singapore were all classmates, I vividly recall.

There is a long history of Thai students studying at US universities, even including Prince Mahidol, who enroled at Harvard in 1916 to study public health. The future King Bhumibol was born there in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and a plaque commemorates his birth in what is now King Bhumibol Adulyadej Square just outside the entrance of the Harvard Kennedy School.

The Thai Ministry of Education has expressed confidence that no Thai student will be denied a visa due to US plans to pause visa interviews and screen students' social media postings for political content.

But there is little guidance around this new policy, and it clearly creates an administrative burden on embassy staff who are already suffering the effects of being understaffed due to ongoing State Department upheaval. Visa appointments will certainly be scheduled more slowly, and some students may not receive clearance to enrol by the fall semester.

The new policies and threatened action have created anxiety for students enroled in US universities whom I spoke with for background.

A graduate student in religion at Harvard told me she thought Mr Trump's singling out Harvard is an example of "killing the chicken to scare the monkey," to intimidate other schools into toeing the line on protests against the Gaza-Israel war.

Although she does not plan to transfer to another university, she admits that she may need to reconsider her options if her visa is not cleared by early this month.

Another Thai graduate student working toward a doctorate in anthropology at a large state university said the new policy created a stressful environment as he prepared to re-enter the US after doing field work abroad and was forced to consult frequently with immigration attorneys. Upon his return, he said the university was a different world, as it is sharply downsizing due to the loss of federal grant funds.

The future of other students from Southeast Asia remains unclear. The Trump administration recently placed Myanmar on its travel ban list, leaving in limbo the more than 3,000 students enroled in US colleges.

And Malaysia has announced that it will no longer award government scholarships to study at US universities to spare Malaysian students any potential disruption from volatile Trump administration policies.

Before the administration makes any permanent bans against international students, it would do well to take a clear-eyed assessment of the benefits they provide. The ability of international students to enrol in US schools has always added to American soft power abroad.

The annual State of Southeast Asia report produced by the Yusof Itzhak Institute has frequently aimed to gauge the extent of soft power in the region by asking "Which country would be your first choice if you [or your child] were offered a scholarship to a university?"

In 2023, the last year the question was asked, the US remained the top preference for education, at 25.2%. This level of esteem cannot be bought, and yet, the administration seems intent on squandering it. As one Thai student studying in the US puts it, higher education is "America's last comparative advantage" globally.

It would be a travesty if moves toward isolationism or protectionism spill over into the intellectual balance of trade represented by international enrolment in universities in the United States. It carries significant benefits on both sides of the ledger, the most significant of which may be the export of the idea of America as a place of opportunity and innovation. But for how long?

Sally Tyler is an attorney and policy practitioner in Washington, DC. A frequent commentator on events in Southeast Asia, she is the author of the book, 'The Durian Chronicles: Reflections on the US and Southeast Asia in the Trump Era'.
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																Europe and Asia could leverage US President Donald Trump's "America First" strategy for their own benefit, eventually spurring the development of regional tripolar FX blocs that could erode the dominance of the US dollar and reshape global markets.
The dollar has struggled this year, especially since Mr Trump's April 2 tariff announcement. While the currency is on pace for one of its strongest weeks this year after jumping about 1% on July 28 following the announcement of US-EU trade deal, this short-term move doesn't change the long-term trends that could undermine the greenback's position.

MOVING IN REVERSE

Economic dominance in the future could largely depend on access to affordable, efficient energy to power artificial intelligence technologies. And in the race to dominate the industries of the future, the US is arguably going in reverse.

It's retreating from the renewables space, as seen in the administration's recent move to eliminate many clean energy subsidies. The president appears to be making the bet that the US can maintain energy dominance indefinitely by relying on its own fossil fuel resources.

This could ultimately result in uncompetitive power costs in the future, especially given that China is already dominating in clean energy technologies like solar and electric vehicles.

As historian Adam Tooze argues, "for the first time in two centuries the West is no longer the leader in future technologies but the follower".

TWIN DEFICITS

While Mr Trump may be seeking to enhance American self-sufficiency, the administration's policies may actually be increasing the country's dependency on foreign capital.

Mr Trump's recently passed budget bill -- which looks pretty ugly to fiscal watchdogs despite its name -- could cement the US's position as the world's biggest capital importer by adding an expected $3.4 trillion to the US deficit over the next decade, according to estimates by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, potentially locking in 6% to 7% budget deficits for years.

Importantly, the US has also been running current account deficits of roughly 4% over the past several years, and this widened to 6% of GDP in Q1 2025, according to the US Bureau of Economic Analysis.

By spending beyond its means and running these twin deficits, the US will continue to require large amounts of foreign capital inflows.

But unfortunately for Washington, this capital may soon be harder to come by, if both Europe and Asia seek to keep more of it closer to home.

Europe is pushing for increased defense spending, as seen in its new goal to spend 5% of GDP on defence in the coming decade. While the bloc has agreed to increase US energy purchases through the recently announced US trade deal, much of that agreement remains up in the air and the volumes suggested are pretty unrealistic. Meanwhile, Asia has begun to trade more internally, as China has been focusing on export diversification.

TRI-POLAR FX BLOCS

A growing regionalisation of supply chains began during the pandemic and appears to be accelerating as Mr Trump seeks to drive production back to the US and all major global powers focus on securing regional raw material access (eg, rare earths and other critical minerals) for national security purposes.

This shift could eventually create the foundation for true regional FX blocs across Asia, Europe and the Americas.

This development would have a major impact on the global economy, currency values and capital markets, arguably providing a more balanced global economy with three poles of supply and demand, each attuned to their own regional dynamics rather than the current set-up whereby the global economy responds primarily to the Federal Reserve and US internal dynamics.

Recently, European policymakers have discussed what ECB President Christine Lagarde has termed a "Global Euro" moment, one built upon a European Savings and Investment Union designed to foster both a European safe-haven asset that could eventually compete with US Treasuries and deeper, more liquid European capital markets to fund European infrastructure and innovation.

Of course, this won't be an overnight shift. The dollar remains the world's dominant reserve currency, and the US debt market is estimated to be more than three times the size of Europe's, according to the World Economic Forum.

But simply having a larger percentage of European capital stay at home could make a huge difference. Europe's current account surplus has averaged roughly $400 billion over the past few years, and Europe invests roughly $300 billion per year in offshore financial assets, according to the New York Times.

Within Asia, Pan Gongsheng, Governor of the People's Bank of China, has recently highlighted China's interest in having the yuan play a larger role in a multi-polar currency world.

Other officials soon followed, discussing how China plans to improve home market access for foreign capital while expanding opportunities for the Chinese to invest abroad. While China's capital account remains closed, Asian currencies already primarily trade off the yuan rather than the US dollar.

Even though China faces challenges, such as its fight against deflation, its efforts on this front -- namely, boosting consumption and reining in excess supply, especially in the renewable energy space across solar, wind and batteries -- could ultimately help attract more foreign capital by boosting China's growth profile and corporate earnings.

There is obviously no guarantee that these measures will be successful, but the government's intense focus on achieving these goals is evident. The recent decision to provide $12.4 billion in childcare subsidies suggests a potential policy Rubicon has been crossed, as China has typically resisted these types of direct fiscal stimulus measures in the past.

In a world of currency blocs, both Europe and Asia could emerge as potential winners, as they erode the US's position as the world's financial powerhouse. So while many investors may get lost in the short-term currency noise, it might be wise to instead focus on the long-term signal. Reuters

Jay Pelosky is the Founder and Global Strategist at TPW Advisory.
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																Since the border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia began and up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to present its position to the world.
However, the joint press briefing by the Thai military and Foreign Ministry during a visit by military attaches to the conflict zone on Friday marked one of the most coherent and assertive efforts to communicate the facts on the ground.

One of the key lessons from this conflict is the critical importance of proactive diplomacy and strategic communication with the international community.

This responsibility lies squarely with the government, national leadership and the Foreign Ministry. Yet Cambodia has consistently outpaced Thailand in projecting its narrative, winning sympathy abroad, even as facts on the ground indicate otherwise.

Evidence clearly shows that civilian areas, including schools, hospitals and entire communities, have been damaged by indiscriminate military attacks by Cambodian forces, and Thailand did not open fire on civilians nor historic sites.

Even after a ceasefire was agreed, Cambodia violated the terms with continued shelling. Still, Thailand has failed to tell the world about the glaring violation of the Geneva Convention Additional Protocol I (1977) and customary international humanitarian law.

Comments by Sean O'Neill, nominee for US ambassador to Thailand, underscored the perception gap Thailand faces internationally.

During his Senate confirmation hearing, Mr O'Neill criticised the border conflict as harmful and counterproductive, saying it neither benefits Thais nor strengthens the US-Thailand alliance, but instead results in unnecessary loss and hardship.

That message did not reflect an understanding of Thailand's defensive position or the complexities of the situation. Similarly, statements from China have not helped improve Thailand's standing in the eyes of the global community.

The underlying problem is Thailand's passive diplomatic posture and weak communication campaign. The government has spent each day fending off Cambodian accusations, many of which are distorted or false, without clearly asserting Thailand's own narrative.

As Cambodian strongman Hun Sen eloquently pushes his narratives on the global stage, Thailand's leadership is out of sight, and Thai netizens and social media influencers fill the gap.

Domestically, the government faces a crisis of confidence. A recent leak of an audio clip featuring Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Hun Sen has deepened public mistrust. A poll by Rangsit University shows that over 60% of Thais have no confidence in the prime minister's ability to manage the Thai-Cambodian conflict, while only 1% expressed strong confidence.

Similarly, a survey by the Institute of Future Studies for Development found 85.5% of respondents had little or no trust in the government. In contrast, a poll by the Asia Vision Institute in Phnom Penh found that 93.6% of Cambodians were satisfied with their government's handling of the situation.

The Friday briefing to foreign military attaches was direct, well-documented and addressed Cambodia's allegations point by point. Unfortunately, it came late.

No matter how justified Thailand's actions may be, if the world remains unaware, Thailand will continue to lose ground in international diplomacy. A new era of proactive, strategic diplomacy must begin now.

Since the outbreak of border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia, up until the recently brokered ceasefire, Thailand has struggled to effectively present its position to the world. However, the joint press briefing by the Thai military and Foreign Ministry during a visit by military attaches to the conflict zone on Friday marked one of the most coherent and assertive efforts to communicate the facts on the ground.

One of the key lessons from this border conflict is the critical importance of proactive diplomacy and strategic communication with the international community. This responsibility lies squarely with the government, national leadership, and the Foreign Ministry. Yet, Cambodia has consistently outpaced Thailand in projecting its narrative, winning sympathy abroad, even as facts on the ground indicate otherwise.

Evidence clearly shows that c ivilian areas, including schools, hospitals, and entire communities, have suffered indiscriminate attacks by Cambodian forces and Thailand did not open fires. Even after a ceasefire was agreed, Cambodia reportedly violated the terms with continued shelling. Still, Thailand has failed to turn these facts into international awareness and support.

Comments by Sean O'Neill, the nominee for U.S. ambassador to Thailand, underscored the perception gap Thailand faces internationally. During his Senate confirmation hearing, O'Neill criticised the border conflict as harmful and counterproductive, saying it neither benefits the Thai people nor strengthens the US-Thailand alliance, but instead results in unnecessary loss and hardship.

That message did not reflect an understanding of Thailand's defensive position or the complexities of the situation. Similarly, statements from China have not helped improve Thailand's standing in the eyes of the global community.

The underlying problem is Thailand's passive diplomatic posture. The government has spent each day fending off Cambodian accusations, many of which are distorted or false, without clearly asserting Thailand's own narrative. The leadership has remained largely absent from global discourse. In the resulting vacuum, Thai netizens and social media influencers have stepped in to share the truth with the world.

Domestically, the government faces a crisis of confidence. A recent leak of an audio clip featuring Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and former Cambodian leader Hun Sen has deepened public mistrust. A poll conducted by Rangsit University shows that over 60% of Thais have no confidence in the prime minister's ability to manage the Thai-Cambodian conflict, while only 1% expressed strong confidence.

Similarly, a survey by the Institute of Future Studies for Development found that 85.59% of respondents had little or no trust in the current government. In contrast, a poll by the Asia Vision Institute in Phnom Penh found that 93.6% of Cambodians were satisfied with their government's handling of the situation.

The Friday briefing to foreign military attaches was a rare moment when Thailand presented its side with clarity and conviction. It was direct, well-documented, and addressed Cambodia's allegations point by point. Unfortunately, it came late. The global narrative had already taken shape, influenced by early and sustained Cambodian messaging.

Thailand must learn from this experience. In a world where communication moves at the speed of social media and perception often overrides fact, even the truth needs a strategy. No matter how justified Thailand's actions may be, if the world remains unaware, Thailand will continue to lose ground in international diplomacy, especially in conflicts with smaller, seemingly less powerful nations like Cambodia.

A new era of proactive, strategic diplomacy must begin now.

//end
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																The recent sex scandal involving high-ranking monks has shaken public faith to the core. But the responses from the clergy, the state, and the public all miss the point. This crisis in Thai Buddhism is not about monks and sex -- it's about monks and money. Address the problem incorrectly, and the sex scandals and temple corruption will never end.
Monks succumbing to sexual temptation is nothing new. The Buddha's monastic code is clear: breaking the celibacy vow ends monkhood immediately. The individual must leave and return to lay life at once.

The latest scandal, however, reveals how supposedly respectable monks have shamelessly lived in lies and hypocrisy -- clinging to the robes not for faith, but to maintain a steady stream of wealth from ritual fees, donations, titles, and prestige. In short, they are not addicted to sex -- but to status and money.

The case of Wirawan Emsawat, better known as "Sika Golf," lays bare the rot. So far, 13 top monks, many holding senior ranks in the clerical hierarchy, have been defrocked.

Police traced more than 300 million baht from their bank accounts to hers. She now faces charges of extortion, fraud, and theft. She is in prison after being denied bail. The monks? No criminal charges. They simply returned to lay life -- with their fat bank accounts intact. Many had maintained long-term relationships with her for years. Under the Vinaya, they were no longer monks. Yet they continued exploiting the saffron robes, raking in money until the scandal broke.

When money and power aren't involved, monks who break their vows quietly leave. But when they're rich and powerful, they choose deceit. What turns high-ranking monks into hypocrites is a system that enables them to amass wealth and abuse temple funds with impunity. The women are just a symptom. Yet the state and the clergy continue to scapegoat "femme fatales," portraying monks as victims -- tricked by women due to inexperience. It's a smokescreen.

Buddhism teaches shame as a moral compass. Monks preach this daily. So where was their shame? What dulled their sense of right and wrong? The answer: easy money, unmonitored wealth, and the prestige it buys.

Temples in Thailand are big business. The faithful believe that giving to monks earns the highest merit. A study 15 years ago estimated annual temple donations at over 120 billion baht -- a figure likely much higher today.

Although the Buddha prohibited monks from handling money, the monkhood has become a lucrative career. Ritual fees rise with rank, reaching up to 10,000 baht per ceremony. Abbots have sole control over temple finances, and financial reports submitted to the National Office of Buddhism (NOB) are neither audited nor transparent.

This lack of oversight enables abuse. For poor, rural boys, the monkhood becomes a ladder out of poverty. As they climb the clergy's feudal hierarchy, they gain wealth, respect, and royal-style prestige. Monks then compete to build ever-grander temples to win promotion. Buying those promotions is an open secret. Temples become theme parks. Faith becomes transaction. Even the NOB is not immune. Some of its chiefs have been caught colluding with abbots to siphon off temple funds.

It's no wonder monks cling to their robes after committing cardinal sins. The more money involved, the tighter the grip on power. That's why scandals almost always involve wealthy, high-ranking monks -- and why public shock is misplaced. The solution? Not shaming women or treating rogue monks as isolated bad apples. Systemic reform is needed.

First, the Sangha Act must be amended to end abbots' sole control of temple assets. Mandatory audits and community oversight are essential. A clerical secretariat should oversee recruitment, training, and discipline. Monk education must focus on spiritual development, not rote scripture memorisation. Feudal titles and hierarchies must also be reconsidered. Titles fuel competition for power. Reform must begin where the rot runs deepest: in the clergy's relationship with money and power.

The faithful, too, must reflect. Blind giving sustains the system. They must question the belief that any man in a robe is "fertile soil" for merit-making and investment in a better next life. Merit should be based on intention and impact -- here and now -- not robes and rituals. Blind faith fuels temple corruption. It enables "parajika" monks to continue exploiting your belief.

The more you give without question, the more you empower the rot. Reform will not come from the clergy or the state. They benefit from the status quo. Real change begins when the faithful stop feeding a broken system. If the clergy won't change, the faithful must. Start with your wallet.
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																There was a report in last Monday's Post that lions are becoming popular pets in Thailand. It is believed there are about 500 captive lions mainly in Thailand's zoos, breeding farms and petting cafes, but more disturbingly, some in private homes. It doesn't need spelling out why this is not a good idea.
These magnificent beasts are not designed to be pets or put in cages but should be running around free in the savannah of their homeland. Also, cuddly though they might look they can quickly transform into dangerous creatures if upset by humans.

It highlights the odd choices of pets by some people. A couple of years ago Thailand banned the import of green iguanas as these lizards were damaging the environment. Iguanas had been growing in popularity as a pet but many escaped and were spotted on the loose, particularly in the Lop Buri area.

Quite why anyone would want to have a pet iguana I have no idea. They are not exactly cuddly. Admittedly they have an advantage over dogs in that don't bark, although they apparently make a sort of asthmatic wheezing sound when agitated. Readers may also recall that some years ago there was a brief fad in this country for pet piranhas. However, all it took was a couple of owners being bitten by the fish to put an end to that nonsense.

Pity the piggies

There was a brief craze in Thailand a decade ago when it became fashionable to have tiny pigs as pets. Many of these cute-looking porkers were bought at Chatuchat market where vendors assured gullible customers the piggies would stay in their diminutive size forever.

Of course they didn't and within a year these lovely little piglets had transformed into 150kg lumps of blubber, not exactly the cute pet they had in mind for running about in their townhouse. The pet pigs quickly lost their novelty appeal and many were either abandoned or sold by their owners, eventually ending up on dinner plates.

British statesman Winston Churchill was known to nurture a soft spot for pigs. He once observed: "I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals."

Python pal

A Thai actress made headlines in the 1990s when it was revealed she shared her bed every night with her pet python, who sadly wasn't called Monty. She was photographed sitting on the bed lovingly stroking the reptile. The actress said the python always behaved itself and never wet the bed. Her boyfriend wasn't too impressed, however, and was said to be left looking for a "less complicated" relationship that didn't involve slithery reptiles.

Lenny the Lion

Back to the lions. When I was a kid there was a children's programme on the BBC called The Lenny the Lion Show featuring ventriloquist Terry Hall with his puppet lion Lenny. Hall was skilled at this difficult art and was the first in his profession to use an animal as his dummy. Lenny was a cheerful looking lion made of old fox fur and with a golf ball for a nose. Lenny also had a slight lisp and developed a popular catchphrase "Aw! Don't embawass me", as he lifted his paw and sighed.

Gottle o' geer

Speaking of Lenny got me thinking about other TV ventriloquists (vents) that were around when I was a kid. My favourite was Arthur Worsely who was a familiar figure in the 1960s. He possessed a dry sense of humour and would retain a deadpan expression throughout the show while suffering non-stop verbal abuse from his dummy Charlie Brown.

You wouldn't see Worsely's lips moving despite the dummy taunting him with "I bet you can't say 'bottle of beer'", or "I can see your lips moving, yes they're moving".

Part of the act featured Charlie listing a host of place-names beginning with "M" a letter that is hugely difficult for vents. So Worsley would battle his way through names like Manchester, Morecambe and Macclesfield before concluding with "and Melton Mowbray" with just a hint of a smile.

Face for radio

One of the strangest ventriloquist success stories was that of Peter Brough and his schoolboy dummy Archie Andrews. What made it so bizarre was that Brough performed on the radio which made his skills as a vent totally redundant.

When Brough did occasionally appear on television you could see his lips moving but it didn't really matter because Archie had already become a celebrity in his own right. The Educating Archie radio show ran throughout the 1950s.

Things did not always go smoothly for Archie however as he was sometimes left behind in the luggage rack on train journeys. On one occasion while Brough was sitting in the refreshment car the carriage in which he had left Archie was removed from the train and taken off to another city. Brough had to perform that night without the dummy, which must have been quite a challenge.

Snarling newshounds

My thanks to readers who bravely submitted their own collective nouns for journalists. The most polite offering by far was a "jury". Less flattering but perhaps more accurate was a "snarl" and another offering was a "fakery". Other contributions included a "gaggle" and a "spin", while someone suggested "pit", as in vipers. Well, it takes all sorts.



Contact PostScript via email at oldcrutch@hotmail.com
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																It's a turning of the page in Franco-African diplomatic relations. For the first time since the decolonisation of the French colonies in the 1960s, there will be no formal French military bases on the African continent.
Following decolonisation, former French President Charles de Gaulle nurtured close military ties, not to mention cultural and commercial links, with many of France's former territories.

Strategic but discreet defence footholds remained in key countries such as Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon and others in a low-key but significant security network. Such facilities allowed France alone a key military access on the African continent, something which Britain did not have.

Yet in recent years, the formerly cosy ties have changed as a wave of Islamic fundamentalism, a spate of coups d'etat in West and Central African regimes, and growing covert Russian and Chinese influence have become a dangerous new norm. France soon became the political bete noire in many of its former colonies, and the Macron government deemed it was time to leave. Formerly close relationships in places like Chad, Burkina Faso, and Mali have largely disappeared.

Then, even close ties with the current government in Senegal saw a call for a formal end to the French military presence. Last month, France closed its Senegalese bases, including a key airfield, pulling out 350 troops. Senegal's President Bassirou Diomaye Faye stated, "Senegal is an independent country, it is a sovereign country and sovereignty does not accept the presence of military bases," he said last year, while maintaining that "France remains an important partner for Senegal".

The French withdrawal comes as the Sahel region faces a widening Islamic jihadist conflict across Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger. Just a decade ago, France mounted a major anti-jihadi operation in Mali, Operation Barkhane, but was forced to phase down as the local government in Bamako, Mali, began its tilt towards Moscow.

According to the French Ministry of Defence, the former anti-terrorist mission "spanned over five countries in the Sahel region of North Africa, starting at the beginning of August 2014...with their main base located in the Chadian capital N'Djamena, the French forces actively operated in Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Chad and Niger".

Earlier this year, French President Emmanuel Macron chided, "that Sahel states 'forgot' to thank France for its role", amid the continuing withdrawal of French troops from West African countries. He added that no Sahel state would be a sovereign nation without France's intervention, which prevented them from falling under the control of militants.

Between 1964 and 2012, France was able to intervene militarily on up to 30 occasions, supporting friendly governments and thwarting rebellions and potential coups d'etat. That age has passed.

In January this year, Paris returned its longtime base in Chad in the unrest-plagued Sahel region; the next month, France also pulled out of its remaining base in Cote d'Ivoire, ending decades of French presence. Various African states have ousted over 4,300 French soldiers in the past few years. Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali, moreover, have cut ties with France and turned to Russia for help in fighting the Sahel's decade-long unrest. Russian mercenaries now serve in some of these Sahel states, offering security services to local regimes.

The real advantage of these French bases rested with the logistical objectives of forward placement of prepositioned military forces, humanitarian airlift capacity of supplies, intelligence gathering, as well as assistance and training for local security forces.

Despite the dramatic developments, some 1,500 French forces will remain in the Horn of Africa nation of Djibouti, home to a permanent French military base. The Djibouti facility at the strategic southern end of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden is shared with 4,000 American and, separately, since 2017, over 2,000 Chinese forces. Beijing's overt mission here is to facilitate anti-piracy operations.

Despite the military pullouts, France maintains vigorous cultural and linguistic ties with its former colonies via the Francophone organisation.

Though there has been little public discussion and comment on the dramatic withdrawals from Africa, there's disquiet in the French military and intelligence community over the undeniable losses of forward operating bases and security assets on the African continent. This shift by the French government creates an undeniable military vacuum on the African continent, a gap the United States is unwilling to fill.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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        Calvin Harris to headline 'Creamfields Asia 2025'
        Creamfields will make its Thailand debut with "Creamfields Asia 2025" at Impact Exhibition Hall 5-10 on Dec 13-14. Mind you, a Creamfields-branded event was held in Pattaya in 2022, but this new Creamfields Asia is a total reboot with new organisers.&nbsp;
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        SYDNEY - The Australian government-owned internet network hired Amazon's untested startup satellite service to provide connectivity to people who cannot access its terrestrial network rather than Elon Musk's Starlink.

      

      
        'Musical cocoon': Polish mountain town hosts Chopin fest
        DUSZNIKI ZDROJ --- A few hundred people gather in front of a large white tent in the peaceful spa town of Duszniki-Zdroj, nestled on the Polish-Czech border.

      

      
        Two big K-shows come to Bangkok
        Here is a round-up of the latest upcoming events for K-entertainment fans. The first will see Le Sserafim stop in Bangkok to perform as part of their first world tour titled "Easy Crazy Hot". Second, soulful singers including Lyn, K.Will and SoYou will perform heartfelt soundtracks from popular K-dramas.

      

      
        Taiwanese art glows at River City
        Eight artists from Taiwan will share their radiant voices through art during "You Glow, We Grow: A Select Group Show", which will kick off on Saturday and run until Aug 27, at RCB Galleria 4, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.

      

      
        HK artist centres women in exploration of myth
        The histories and relationships between women and trees are portrayed through art during "Epiphytes", which is running at Supples Gallery, until Sept 7.

      

      
        Walking in parallel worlds
        After release from prison, many former inmates face negative public perception. As a result, it is difficult for them to start over. Even if they want to leave their prison life behind, they find that after becoming free, their minds are held captive by shadows of the past.

      

      
        New data link cannabis use and heart disease
        Dear Doctors: Cannabis is legal where I live. I'm not a heavy user, but I do enjoy it now and then. I just heard about a study that ties using cannabis to heart disease. There's not a lot of information about how using cannabis affects your health, and I would like to know more about that study.

      

      
        Have your mooncake and eat it, too!
        It's that time of the year when the moon is at its fullest and brightest, according to ancient Chinese belief. The Mid-Autumn Festival or Moon Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar or Oct 6 this year.&nbsp;
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        Khao Yai Art Forest will host "Farewell To Maman", a special weekend celebrating the final days of Louise Bourgeois's world-renowned sculpture in Thailand.
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									Calvin Harris to headline 'Creamfields Asia 2025'

									The first Creamfields in Thailand takes place on Dec 13-14
								

									Creamfields will make its Thailand debut with "Creamfields Asia 2025" at Impact Exhibition Hall 5-10 on Dec 13-14. Mind you, a Creamfields-branded event was held in Pattaya in 2022, but this new Creamfields Asia is a total reboot with new organisers. 
									Creamfields is an EDM festival series that began in the UK in 1998, organised by club promoter Cream. It started out as a one-night event before growing into an EDM fest over the late August Bank Holiday weekend in the UK and eventually expanding into international editions from Abu Dhabi to Vietnam. 

"Creamfields Asia 2025" will be (thankfully) an indoor EDM extravaganza co-hosted by Live Nation Tero, UTA Venture and Live Nation Electronic Asia. It will cover 33,000m2 and promises hit-making DJs from across the globe. They bring out the big guns by announcing Calvin Harris as its first headliner. 

[image: ]

The festival veteran, billion-stream-club member and new father has had many hits through his collabs with Rihanna, Ellie Goulding, Dua Lipa and Sam Smith, as well as remixes. The full line-up will feature 50 artists across four stages. 

[image: ]

Early bird tickets, general and VIP, will go on sale on Aug 8 from 10am to Aug 10 until 11.59pm via Thai Ticket Major's website.  

Up and coming DJs from across Asia, who want to perform at "Creamfields Asia 2025" can submit their entries at form.typeform.com/to/bYilYedm. The deadline is 10.59pm (Thai time) on Aug 8.
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									Australian govt internet network signs for Amazon satellite service

									
								

									SYDNEY - The Australian government-owned internet network hired Amazon's untested startup satellite service to provide connectivity to people who cannot access its terrestrial network rather than Elon Musk's Starlink.
									From next year, low-Earth orbit satellites owned by Amazon's Project Kuiper will start replacing two Australian government-owned satellites due for decommissioning in 2032, NBN Co and Amazon said in a joint statement on Tuesday.

The deal, for which financial terms were not disclosed, is designed to give high-speed internet to some 300,000 homes and businesses that NBN's terrestrial network does not reach. The thousands of low-Earth orbit satellites are connected to each other through optical links and communicate with antennas and other connection points on the ground.

 The deal represents a missed opportunity for Starlink, by far the world's biggest provider of such network services and which already has more than 250,000 customers in Australia, according to industry data.

Australia's two biggest telecoms providers sell Starlink residential connection dishes and some government entities, including the Australian Electoral Commission, also have contracts with the company. Starlink, a unit of Musk's SpaceX rocket company, now has 8,000 fast-orbiting satellites since it began launching them in 2019, while Amazon's service has just 78 since its first launch in April.

NBN and Amazon said Project Kuiper would ultimately have more than 3,200.

NBN said the decision followed a rigorous procurement process, but did not say why it had chosen the Amazon service. Starlink was not immediately available for comment.

"It is true that Amazon Kuiper has not launched services yet in Australia or globally, but they are reportedly pumping in about $15 billion into that programme," said Gavin Williams, chief development officer for regional and remote services at NBN. "We have every confidence that we've got a partner in Kuiper that will do what they say they're going to do," he added in an interview.

Asked if Musk's ownership of Starlink played a part in the decision, Williams said only that NBN supplied critical infrastructure with regulatory and legal obligations and "technical, operational, and commercial imperatives that fall into that consideration were contemplated and ventilated through the procurement process."
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									'Musical cocoon': Polish mountain town hosts Chopin fest

									
								

									DUSZNIKI ZDROJ -- A few hundred people gather in front of a large white tent in the peaceful spa town of Duszniki-Zdroj, nestled on the Polish-Czech border.
									Inside, the Warsaw National Philharmonic Orchestra is preparing to open the 80th edition of the International Chopin Piano Festival.

"I've loved Chopin for so many years!" said Erin Gao, a 33-year-old from China, who travelled to hear the composer's works while vacationing in Europe.

Mike Righton, a 73-year-old from Texas, shared that enthusiasm.

"This is my fifth year here. I love this festival -- there are lots of concerts, and the place is very pretty," he said.

Organisers expect around 2,000 spectators over the nine-day event that runs until Aug 9 in this town of just 4,000 residents, where Frederic Chopin's legacy is visible everywhere.

"Above all, this festival brings together true enthusiasts of Chopin's music," said Piotr Paleczny, the festival's artistic director.

Streets are adorned with posters and statues of the composer and shops welcome tourists with souvenirs bearing his image.

It was here in 1826, when the town was part of Germany and known as Bad Reinerz, where a 16-year-old Chopin gave his first concert abroad.

That performance inspired the creation of the festival, which has attracted many of classical music's biggest names since its founding in 1946.

One of this year's performers is Warsaw-born pianist Julia Lozowska, 23.

"I grew up with Chopin. I love many other composers, of course, but he's the one I understand best," she said.

Among the festival's headliners is Aristo Sham, 29, a prodigy from Hong Kong and winner of the 2025 Van Cliburn Competition. He is launching his world tour in Duszniki-Zdroj.

"To play in the same venue as him, to follow in his footsteps -- it's a huge honour and privilege," Sham said after a rehearsal, his eyes resting on a bust of Chopin.

"Here, we're in a musical cocoon, just playing music in an enchanting setting for an incredibly enthusiastic audience."
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									Two big K-shows come to Bangkok

									
								

									Here is a round-up of the latest upcoming events for K-entertainment fans. The first will see Le Sserafim stop in Bangkok to perform as part of their first world tour titled "Easy Crazy Hot". Second, soulful singers including Lyn, K.Will and SoYou will perform heartfelt soundtracks from popular K-dramas.
									Le Sserafim Easy Crazy Hot World Tour

Le Sserafim is a five-member South Korean girl group under Source Music. Due to their popular songs from 2022 (Fearless and Antifragile), the group established a confident and resilient image.

In 2024, the quintet gained international recognition after they performed at Coachella, a celebrated music and arts festival in the US. In addition to Coachella, Le Sserafim also won the PUSH Performance of the Year Award as a breakout artist at the 2024 MTV Video Music Awards.

This year, Le Sserafim embarks on their first world tour titled "Easy Crazy Hot". Organised by GMM Show, "Easy Crazy Hot In Bangkok" will be held at Thunder Dome this Saturday and Sunday.

Tickets cost 2,800, 3,800, 4,800, 5,300, 6,300 baht and can be purchased at all 7-Eleven branches in Thailand or allticket.com.


	For more information, visit Facebook: @GMM SHOW.



[image: photos courtesy of Kostcon Korean OST Concert]
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K-Drama OST Concert

Organised by KostCon, "Kostcon Korean OST Concert" will be held on Sept 13 at Impact Challenger. K-drama fans who love beautiful and heartfelt tracks should not miss this concert since the line-up features leading OST singers Lyn, K.Will, SoYou, Melomance, Heize and Lee Mujin.

Lyn will sing songs from My Love From The Star, The Moon Embracing The Sun, Descendants Of The Sun and Legend Of The Blue Sea. Meanwhile, K.Will will perform songs from Descendants Of The Sun, The Beauty Inside and Ghost Doctor.

SoYou will belt out soundtracks from popular K-dramas Goblin, Love In The Moonlight and Empress Ki; Melomance will croon emotional tracks from Queen Of Tears and Business Proposal; Heize will pour her heart out singing songs from Hotel Del Luna and It's Okay To Not Be Okay; and Lee Mujin will perform tracks from Business Proposal and Hospital Playlist 2.

Tickets cost 1,000, 1,500, 2,500, 3,200, 4,200, 5,000 and 5,500 baht, and can be purchased at ticketmelon.com.


	 For more information, visit kostcon.com.
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									Taiwanese art glows at River City

									
								

									Eight artists from Taiwan will share their radiant voices through art during "You Glow, We Grow: A Select Group Show", which will kick off on Saturday and run until Aug 27, at RCB Galleria 4, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
									Curated by Glowing Star, this is a vibrant exhibition of creativity and growth that draws inspiration from the symbol of the star -- seemingly small, yet powerful enough to shine across vast distances.

Like stars, the eight artists -- Ak Soulmuch, Banana Virus, City Pig, Lily Shu, Tenten, Unicorn Mani, Wenjuju and Willstudio -- may begin as singular points of light, but when they come together, they create a brilliant constellation that captures our gaze and reminds us of our shared connection to something greater.

Prepare to see playful artworks in different mediums by Ak Soulmuch, the signature Loic cube bear by Banana Virus and quirky fun characters, namely Akka, a chill capybara, by City Pig who tells cute yet a bit sarcastic stories that reflect on life, humanity and the absurdity of our modern world.

Then, enter the imaginative world of Lily Shu whose illustrations and handmade 3D works are both healing and highly recognisable and enjoy custom paintings and figures by Tenten, a rising talent in the toy design scene. Meanwhile, Unicorn Mani transforms everyday moments into dreamlike landscapes through adorable paintings and 3D art, while Wenjuju captures fleeting moments of light and colour in her illustrations, bringing them to life through her signature character Nyan Bae, a chubby cat wearing only briefs.

Another highlight is Merodi, a character that embodies playful innocence with an undercurrent of longing for attention by Willstudio, who has recently partnered with Popmart to further expand Merodi's presence.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com.

[image: An illustration by City Pig. photos courtesy of River City Bangkok]
An illustration by City Pig. 
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									HK artist centres women in exploration of myth

									
								

									The histories and relationships between women and trees are portrayed through art during "Epiphytes", which is running at Supples Gallery, until Sept 7.
									This is a solo exhibition by Julia Phetra Oborne from Hong Kong, who brings a series of new oil paintings that reflect her ongoing exploration of the relationships between women and trees, memory and myth and landscape and identity.

Rooted in stories, memories and personal observations of woodlands and forests, the exhibition reflects the woodland as a universal and symbolic environment, familiar yet ambiguous, where the presence of the female form threads through the landscape. Both personal and symbolic, the paintings are shaped by the artist's dual Thai and British heritage.

The title "Epiphytes" -- meaning plants that grow upon other plants -- considers the canvas as a site of accumulation. She builds surfaces that play host, revealing and veiling forms, through the process of mark-making and layering.

The imagery is inspired by ritual, literature and myth, including the Buddhist tale of Nariphon, a tree bearing fruit in the shape of women. Like epiphytes themselves, these symbols are tethered to the surface, which becomes a space where the past and present meet and are re-examined.

Oborne holds a BA in Painting from Edinburgh College of Art, University of Edinburgh. She blends myths, folklore, and autobiography in paintings that explore memory, identity and reimagined visual languages.

Influenced by abstract expressionism and Southeast and East Asian imagery, her work shifts between abstraction and figuration. She has lived and worked between Bangkok and London.

Supples Gallery is on Charoen Krung 43 and opens Thursday to Sunday from 11am to 6pm.

Visit supples.co.
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									Walking in parallel worlds

									An exhibition highlights the differences between life inside and outside prison to reflect how society treats former inmates
								

									After release from prison, many former inmates face negative public perception. As a result, it is difficult for them to start over. Even if they want to leave their prison life behind, they find that after becoming free, their minds are held captive by shadows of the past.
									Hence, the Research Institute for Creative Economy of Bangkok University teamed up with MunMun Art Destination (MMAD) at Seacon Square Srinakarin to organise the exhibition "Luean-Jam" ("Forget-Remember"). The exhibition aims to reflect the values of human beings by presenting the daily lives of two groups of people living in parallel worlds -- one living outside prison and the other living behind bars.

Naris Wuthisakont, special event manager with Seacon Development, explained that he had an interest in creating an exhibition related to prisons. Naris met Rittirong Chutapruttikorn, a former dean of the School of Architecture, Bangkok University who works with the Thailand Institute of Justice (TIJ), and created Tang Ton Dee (Restart Academy) to prepare former inmates for re-entry into society. Naris learned that most former inmates encounter difficulties after they are released back into society because they are labelled as ex-convicts.

"This exhibition does not aim to sympathise with former inmates or to change people's negative perception towards them to be positive. The exhibition aims to reflect on the values of human beings. There are various reasons why people are put behind bars. After they have already gone through punishment, how should society treat them? The exhibition presents basic human needs -- consumption, waste elimination, sexual activity and sleep," explained Naris.

The exhibition is divided into seven zones: Transitional Entry, Bedroom, Dining Room, Bathroom, Fantasy, Single Cell and Rest Of The World.

[image: Naris Wuthisakont, left, and Intira Hongron.]
Naris Wuthisakont, left, and Intira Hongron.



Exhibition project manager Intira Hongron is a third-year student at the Department of Architecture, School of Architecture, Bangkok University. Intira explained that the first zone, Transitional Entry, is an entrance to two parallel worlds. Visitors can choose if they want to walk through a security scanning door similar to doors in a prison or walk through an entrance to a house.

Going through the scanning door is a transition to a big life change. Inmates have to leave their personal belongings and change into clothes specified by the prison. Meanwhile, the other side of the display presents a normal life with a comfortable living room, allowing visitors to feel the difference between life with and without freedom.

"This zone highlights that inmates have to change their clothes and shoes when inside. Everyone has to wear flip-flops until the day they are released. Therefore, inmates usually mark their flip-flops to identify theirs from others," Intira said.

Intira revealed that she has never visited a prison. She gained information about prison from research and photos. Naris said the exhibition does not present all details of life in prison, it uses the concept of a prison to symbolise how people are mentally trapped although physically free.

[image: Bedroom, the exhibition's second zone.]
Bedroom, the exhibition's second zone.



"When I visited a prison and spoke with aspiring painters, I noticed they did not want to paint anything related to jail. They create paintings of their parents or landscapes, but not of their surrounding environment. The songs that they perform and the mottos hanging on the walls in the prison emphasise they committed wrongdoing and they have to accept the punishment," explained Naris.

The second zone, Bedroom, displays sets of three pieces of fabric on a 1.5m bed. Intira explained that inmates receive three fabrics similar to the display and they can use the fabrics as they like such as for wrapping themselves while taking a bath or for using as a blanket or a pillow.

The third zone, Dining Room, showcases that during meals in prison, inmates have to sit at a long table and eat from a stainless-steel tray. Meanwhile, people outside prison can dine anywhere, such as as in a cute cafe. Spoons are important eating utensils and each inmate receives only one spoon.

The fourth zone, Bathroom, demonstrates that there is no privacy for inmates. When an inmate goes to the toilet, there are low divides for privacy. Additionally, CCTVs are installed for 24/7 surveillance.

"According to research, inmates are allowed only 10 bowls of water for bathing. I guess this is to save water and time. Moreover, as they receive only one spoon for eating, it raises the question that if their spoon drops in the toilet, will they pick it up?" said Intira.

The fifth zone, Fantasy, was inspired by the Netflix movie 4 Kings 2. As the inmates' every move is watched, there is no privacy. Like in 4 Kings 2, the space behind the clothesline in prison is a secret area for inmates to fulfil their sexual needs.

[image: Left  Every inmate has to wear flip-flops.]
Every inmate has to wear flip-flops.



The sixth zone, Single Cell, is an isolated area for inmates with mental health issues to be locked up for their own safety, and others. The exhibition cell was replicated in the actual size of the room, 1.9m x 2.8m.

The final zone, Rest Of The World, was replicated to look like a convenience store which the general public are familiar with. The mock-up displays two shelves on opposite sides. The shelf for inmates displays limited product options. Even a simple product like instant noodles will not feature many brands to choose from. However, the shelf for non-inmates has many brands.

"Also on display is a vaginal dilator which transgender women have to insert into their vaginal canal to prevent closing up. However, this tool is prohibited in prison. Therefore, we displayed a perfume bottle opposite the vaginal dilator to symbolise their femininity," explained Intira.

When asked what kind of assistance former inmates need, Intira said they want career opportunities. Although there are training programmes to prepare them for jobs like cooking, massage, furniture-making and tele-sales, there are not enough positions available.

As an executive of Seacon Square, Naris said being a former inmate does not disqualify applicants from employment at the mall, but they must be qualified for the job.

Seacon Square also has a plan to develop the artistic skills of inmates. The project is being overseen by renowned artist Chalermchai Kositpipat and the inmates' works will be sold at Seacon Square this year.

Naris hopes that the exhibition will bring variety to the art scene.

"We want to showcase a variety of artwork at MMAD to prove that we truly have created an art space for all forms of creativity. Visitors may recognise our previous events such as Noah's Ark or The Great Wall, but we also want visitors to experience work that offers more depth from all aspects."
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									New data link cannabis use and heart disease

									ASK THE DOCTORS
								

									Dear Doctors: Cannabis is legal where I live. I'm not a heavy user, but I do enjoy it now and then. I just heard about a study that ties using cannabis to heart disease. There's not a lot of information about how using cannabis affects your health, and I would like to know more about that study.
									Dear Reader: We should begin with the fact that, despite changes to regulations in a growing number of states, cannabis remains illegal at the federal level. Commonly known as marijuana, it is classified as a Schedule I substance under the Controlled Substances Act. Possession or distribution of cannabis is a federal offence. At the state level, a complex patchwork of laws allows cannabis use for medical or recreational use. Limits vary on the types and amounts of cannabis products allowed, as well as the legal age for their use.

It's true we don't know much about the health effects of cannabis. Federal drug laws have limited research opportunities for a long time. Now, the loosening of restrictions in the United States and other nations is providing more data from national surveys, epidemiological studies and clinical research. We are in a steep learning curve about the drug's possible health effects.

Last spring, the journal Heart published a study from researchers in France. The focus of the study was how regular cannabis use may affect the cardiovascular system. The researchers looked at health data collected from 24 studies. The data covered 200 million adults from ages 19 to 59. They separated the data into two groups, regular users of cannabis and nonusers. Analysis found that cannabis users had a 29% higher risk of a heart attack and a 20% higher risk of a stroke.

As with all observational studies, this research can only point to a possible link between cannabis use and cardiovascular events. It doesn't prove or explain the connection. But it does echo previous research noting the burden cannabis use places on the heart.

This includes heart arrhythmia, high blood pressure and increased heart rate. This applies to smoking the drug and edibles as well. A study from researchers at the University of California, San Francisco, published last spring, found that regular users of edibles had reduced vascular function, by more than 55%, compared to nonusers.

Cardiovascular disease continues to be the leading cause of death in the US. With cannabis use growing (around 15% of adults by current estimates), these newest findings are concerning. Older adults and those with existing heart conditions are at particular risk of adverse outcomes. All of this makes it important to consider the potential risks before using cannabis. At the very least, discuss cannabis use when you see your healthcare provider. Universal Features Syndicate



Dr Eve Glazier is an internist and associate professor of medicine at UCLA Health. Dr Elizabeth Ko is an internist and assistant professor of medicine at UCLA Health.
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									Have your mooncake and eat it, too!

									Celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival with the traditional and modern
								

									It's that time of the year when the moon is at its fullest and brightest, according to ancient Chinese belief. The Mid-Autumn Festival or Moon Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar or Oct 6 this year. 
									The festival, which originated more than 1,000 years ago as a holiday to worship the moon, is celebrated with lanterns, family gatherings and most importantly, mooncakes. Traditional mooncakes are small round pastries with a thin crust and a dense, sticky filling. Though they have many regional variations, modern ones include custard, durian or ice cream. Guru By Bangkok Post has complied a list of places where you can get your cake and eat it, too!

The Peninsula Bangkok

The Peninsula Bangkok's beloved seasonal highlight, the hotel's signature Egg custard mooncakes are back, along with a collection of new flavours and an illustrated limited-edition gift box created in collaboration with Thai artist Tachamapan "Pomme Chan" Chanchamrassang. 

[image: ]

To complement this classic, the hotel has crafted three additional flavours for this year: Osmanthus tea, Lotus seed and Durian. Each mooncake undergoes a series of precise processes before being baked with the "dragon fish" pattern conveying auspiciousness in its original style, designed for Mei Jiang Restaurant. All mooncakes are presented in sustainable packaging, with the red and green octagonal box being inspired by a lotus flower pattern. 

The Moonlit Masquerade mooncake box, showcasing artwork by Pomme Chan, are inspired by the magic of moonlit folklore. The design features mythical creatures, including the Jade Rabbit, Athena's all-seeing owl, the wise Kitsune fox, the moon-chasing Norse wolf, the mystical Moon Toad and the protective tiger. Limited to only 150 individually numbered boxes, each one contains eight mooncakes. The set also includes a porcelain tea set with gold detailing and a delicate pattern that mirrors the box's enchanting artwork. Available for purchase and picked up from Aug 15 to Oct 6.



The Okura Prestige Bangkok

The Okura Prestige Bangkok unveils "Moonique", a collection that embodies a modern, trend-forward yet polished spirit. While mooncakes are traditionally rooted in Chinese heritage, Japan also observes "tsukimi" or "moon viewing", a custom that celebrates the autumn harvest moon with seasonal delicacies and serene rituals. Handcrafted wooden boxes and enveloped in "furoshiki" cloth,  adorned with hotel's bespoke origami crane motif, the packaging is sustainable and reusable.

[image: ]

Indulge in Chanthaburi Monthong durian with yolk, Matcha with almond white chocolate, Bamboo charcoal black sesame with yolk, Coconut with pandan, Peach cheese with macadamia nut and the classic Custard mooncake. Early-bird offers until Aug 15, with pick-up until Oct 6. 



Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park

"The Empress" mooncake collection from Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park draws inspiration from feminine grace, strength and sophistication. "The Empress" is crafted using a silk-textured paper adorned with the image of a peony flower, known as the "Queen Of Flowers", to symbolise prosperity, love and good fortune. A nod to the hotel's name, "Queen's Park", the design incorporates the iconic gold cone motifs from the building's facade and a gold handle to add a regal touch.

[image: Have your mooncake and eat it, too!]

"The Empress" limited-edition mooncake box features an elegant oval shape and a luxurious gold handle,"The Treasure" is a square silk-textured box, while "Duet" is a compact paper box. Traditional and signature flavours include Oolong ginseng tea, longan, ginger and black sesame; Thai tea and pandan; Matcha green tea and custard; Chanthaburi durian and white lotus seed with single egg yolk; White lotus seed and melon seed with single egg yolk; and Pork bak-kwa with assorted nuts. Available from Aug 8 to Sept 6.



Park Hyatt Bangkok

Inspired by the Year Of The Snake and featuring the essence of the Thai aesthetics that represent Park Hyatt Bangkok, the mooncake collection boasts a captivating design of the snake whirling around. The design also corporates the chain silhouette along with traditional patterns, the same patterns which appear across the interior of the hotel.

[image: ]

The collection features Lotus seed with single egg yolk, Durian with single egg yolk, Five whole grains and Eight prosperities with single egg yolk. Available for order until Sept 15, with pick-up beginning on Aug 15.



JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok

[image: ]

JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok's mooncake collection from Man Ho Chinese Restaurant is inspired by the moon's eternal cycle. The box design draws from Chinese mythology and symbolism. On the cover, moon phases trace the passage of time and reflect the emotional rhythms of the festival. Finished with gold foil and embossing, the box is a keepsake. Discover Monthong durian, Lotus seed, Five whole grain nuts and Chinese jujube, each one delicately balanced with a salted egg yolk. Available for collection until Oct 6. 



Avani Ratchada Bangkok

[image: ]

Avani Ratchada Bangkok's mooncake collection comes in a vibrant gift box and matching bag. The collection features four flavours, including Durian with egg yolk, Lotus seeds with egg yolk, Chinese dates with egg yolk and Green tea and pistachio. Available until Oct 6. 



Conrad Bangkok 

The Conrad Bangkok presents "Red Ruby Treasures", a mooncake collection inspired by the red ruby. Each mooncake and box are handmade with delicate textures and intricate designs.Encased in a designed box crafted from medium-density fibreboard and wrapped in art paper, the box's radiant crimson hue is adorned with the iconic Conrad Bangkok emblem in gold foil.
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Executive Chinese chef Andy Fung features four flavours: Golden custard, Classic durian, Multigrain and Mocha. Each mooncake is free from preservatives and crafted to be savoured within 21 days. Enjoy a 15% savings for orders by Aug 31. Available for collection between Sept 8 and Oct 6.



Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok

Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok debuts a stylish mooncake gift box, designed to honour the Year Of The Snake. The signature mooncake box was created by Sireetorn "Bambam" Puriprecha and Rapeepat "Pi" Athiwattananont from Artstory by AutisticThai, a social enterprise that supports autistic children and adults. A portion of the sales proceeds will go to the organisation. Available for early-bird pre-order until Aug 31.
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The box is a wooden domino set, with the sliding lid revealing four mooncakes. Beneath the mooncakes lies the game board, imprinted with the original artwork by the artists. At the base, a complete set of 28 custom domino tiles is arranged. The artwork features a snake twisting and twirling, and is named "Rhythm Of Destiny". Flavour choices are Durian with melon seed and salted egg yolk, Custard, Matcha macadamia, Nutty sesame crunch and Chicken floss taro.



Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok

Siam Kempinski Hotel Bangkok debuts its mooncake collection, "Bloom Under Moonlight Mooncake Collection", in honour of the hotel's 15th anniversary.
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The hotel will offer Monthong durian from Chanthaburi, Pandan with macadamia nut from Ratchaburi and Tak, Azuki red bean from Hokkaido and Lotus seed with salted egg yolk. The 'Bloom Under Moonlight Mooncake Collection' is presented in a box hued in Kempinski "stellar blue" and patterned with lotus and moon motif in radiant gold. Fine porcelain with decorative design in gold and stellar blue, are also included.



The St. Regis Bangkok

The St. Regis Bangkok partners with Thai artist Bathma Kaew-Ngok to create a mooncake box inspired by Jade Rabbit and the tiger. This is the first mooncake collaboration for the hotel and the gold box features East Asian aesthetics, showcases Bathma's signature design with his favourite characters. Influenced by Japanese master potter Kanji Atarashi in Iga City, Bathma is well-known for ceramics. 
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The four flavours available are Durian with a single egg yolk, Lotus seed with a single egg yolk, Red bean with a single egg yolk and Thai tea with almonds. Available for order until Oct 6, with early bird offers until Aug 31. 



InterContinental Bangkok

InterContinental Bangkok's Summer Palace and Butter showcase mooncakes in ornately decorated, contemporary designed boxes with green accents inspired by the Year Of The Snake. 
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The choice of fillings include Custard cream, Osmanthus lotus paste with salted egg yolk, Lotus seed paste with salted egg yolk (low sugar), Durian paste with salted egg yolk, Earl Grey with macadamia and orange zest, and Pu-erh tea. Available for order until Oct 6.



Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

[image: ]

The Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok is offering six flavours: Durian with egg yolk, Chinese chestnut macadamia, Yuzu macadamia, Lotus seed with egg yolk, Thai tea with macadamia, and Ngow ying with egg yolk. Available until Oct 6. 



W Bangkok

W Bangkok redefines festive indulgence with the launch of "The Selene Serpent", an imaginative mooncake set that merges tradition with contemporary design, taste with transformation and gifting with gameplay. Drawing inspiration from Selene, the mythological Greek goddess of the moon and the serpent, the packaging is a mooncake box that unfolds into a playable game board, complete with tokens and dice.
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Flavour selections include Baked lava, Peach oolong tea, Nanyang white coffee, Orange and Durian. The special Snow Skin mooncake flavours are Raspberry cheesecake, Banoffee, Pumpkin truffle and Caramelised pineapple. Early bird offers are until Aug 31 with pick-up from Aug 25 To Oct 15. 



Banyan Tree Bangkok

The Banyan Tree Bangkok unveils a mooncake box where every illustrated detail carries meaningful symbolism. Encased in a banyan tree-shaped box where the golden silhouette reflects the hotel's iconic identity and the banyan tree. 
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The collection includes beloved classic flavours such as Durian, Assorted nuts and Lotus seed. Jujube and walnut, Mocha caramel and Chocolate peanut butter add a modern twist, while new creations are Matcha and red bean, and Champagne lychee osmanthus jelly. Available from Aug 8 to Oct 6. 



Shangri-La Bangkok

The 2025 Shangri-La Mooncake Collection celebrates the enchanting legend of the Jade Rabbit, companion to the Moon Goddess Chang'e, gazing upon the radiant moon. 
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The limited-edition mooncakes are handmade and prepared with locally-sourced ingredients as part of Shangri-La's "Rooted In Nature" programme, with no added preservatives. The classic mooncake selection includes Mixed fruits and nuts, Durian and Lotus seed with single egg yolk, Almond and black sesame, and Cream custard mini mooncakes. Early bird offers until Aug 31, with availability until Oct 6. 



Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok

At Yu Ting Yuan, the Cantonese restaurant at Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River, executive Chinese chef Tommy Cheung unveils timeless flavours, including the debut of a rose mooncake inspired by his mother's favourite floral notes.

[image: ]

Each set is inside a red gift box, its surface illuminated by a golden full moon -- a silhouette of the Moon Goddess, Chang'e, woven into its glow. Flavours on offer are Lotus paste with salted egg yolk, Durian with salted egg yolk, Custard with salted egg yolk, Mango pine nuts and Rose. Available for collection from Sept 5. 



Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok

Featuring four signature flavours, refined packaging inspired by the "Queen Of Flowers" and a collaboration, the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok's moon cake collection comes in a red leather box, with gold accents.
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The Oriental Classic box features eight mooncakes in four signature flavours - Custard, Lotus seed with egg yolk, Durian with egg yolk, and Matcha latte. The Oriental Luxury 2025 Limited Edition pairs these mooncakes with a Panpuri diffuser in Heaven Moon Osmanthus. Available from Aug 8 to Oct 6, with early-bird privileges until Aug 15. 



Capella Bangkok

[image: ]

Capella Bangkok unveils its 2025 mooncake collection in a box illustrated with twin peacocks. The three balanced flavours are Pandan with egg yolk, Hazelnut butter and Durian with salted egg yolk. Early-bird offers until Aug 31, with delivery from Sept 5 to Oct 6.



Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town

Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town's "Silk Lunar Collection" features four mooncake varieties, including Chinese favourites and Thai flavours. 
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Flavours include Assorted nuts with salted egg, Lotus paste with salted egg, Matcha green tea, and Durian paste with salted egg all displayed in a red case and wrapped with a stylish silk scarf. The boxes are available in two limited-edition: lilac purple and ocean blue. Available for pick-up from Aug 15 to Oct 10. 
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									Farewell weekend to Louise Bourgeois's spider sculpture

									"Farewell To Maman" takes place from Aug 16-17
								

									Khao Yai Art Forest will host "Farewell To Maman", a special weekend celebrating the final days of Louise Bourgeois's world-renowned sculpture in Thailand.
									[image: ]

Since it arrived at Khao Yai Art Forest in February, Maman, the monumental spider by French-American artist Louise Bourgeois, has ensnared visitors from far and wide (pun intended). Conceived for Tate Modern in 1999, the artwork is one of seven editions in the world and made its first Southeast Asian debut in 25 years at Khao Yai Art Forest. Other editions are housed the Tate Modern (UK), Guggenheim Museum Bilbao (Spain), Mori Art Museum (Japan) and the National Gallery of Canada.
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(Photos: Andrea Rossetti)

A symbol of nurture and protection, Maman (French for mother) evokes the tender strength of motherhood -- like a spider mum patiently weaves a web for her young. The symbolism gets even more pronounced as the installation is nestled within Khao Yai's mountainous landscape and lush vegetation. 

The two-day adieu event features immersive art, communal workshops, and performances set against the serene embrace of Khao Yai. Besides the last chance of taking snapshots with the spider sculpture before its return to New York City's Easton Foundation, the other highlights are: 

Wander through the forest trails and explore internationally acclaimed installations, including Fujiko Nakaya's Khao Yai Fog Forest and Elmgreen & Dragset's K-Bar.
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Melancholy of Mandodari is an extraordinary khon performance by Jitti Chompee and the masters from the Fine Arts Department. Staged in a forest, it blends classical Thai mask dance with contemporary choreography to tell the poignant tale of Mandodari from the Ramayana.

[image: ]

Discover the delicate art of eco-printing with natural materials in a hands-on session. Participants will create unique botanical prints, exploring the vibrant hues and intricate patterns of Khao Yai's flora.

On Aug 16, Temp._in_set guides audiences through immersive ambient soundscapes. On Aug 17, Plern Vern ignites the forest with electrifying rhythms, blending traditional Isan folk beats with contemporary music.

[image: ]

Embrace meditative creativity by arranging floral mandalas, a symbolic farewell to Maman and a gesture of respect to the Earth. Try community-sourced dishes and desserts, each is inspired by the culinary heritage of Khao Yai.

You're gonna snap pictures with the spider anyway, so you may as well make it count for a chance to win prizes. Just capture Maman from your favourite angle and post the photo on Instagram with the hashtag #farewelltomaman to join the "Farewell to Maman" photo contest. The submission deadline is Aug 17. The winner will receive B20,000 while 10 runners-up get B5,000 each. Two honourable mentions each get two tickets to Khao Yai Art Forest with lunch or dinner included. Get your tickets to "Farewell To Maman" at Ticketmelon.
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