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      Breaking News

      
        UK pensioner, student arrested for backing Palestine Action
        LONDON --- Pensioner Marji Mansfield never imagined she would end up suspected of terrorism for protesting against the banning of a pro-Palestinian group.

      

      
        Thais likely to travel domestically during long weekend
        The four-day Mother's Day holiday this weekend is expected to generate 13 billion baht from 3.16 million domestic trips, with most tourists preferring to travel within their own provinces and avoid cross-regional journeys to save on costs, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

      

      
        Bangkok Land eyes major new stadium
        SET-listed Bangkok Land is planning a new 45,000-seat stadium costing up to 10 billion baht on a scale similar to Rajamangala National Stadium, located at the Thunder Dome site and the adjacent football stadium in Muang Thong Thani, viewing a five-year development plan.

      

      
        Acting PM issues policy directives to better aid public
        Interior Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on Thursday laid down urgent policy directives to provincial governors and senior officials, calling for faster and more effective responses to deliver government policies as well as better serve the people.

      

      
        Israeli security cabinet to discuss future Gaza war plans
        JERUSALEM - Israel's security cabinet was expected to meet later on Thursday to discuss military plans in Gaza, Israeli media said, as the families of hostages launched a desperate plea for help aboard a flotilla to the territory.

      

      
        Pheu Thai MP secures deputy speaker's post
        Pheu Thai Party MP Chaiya Promma has been selected as first deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, replacing the governing party's Pichet Chuamuangphan, who was&nbsp;thrown out of parliament by the Constitutional Court on Aug 1 for...

      

      
        Human remains found in burnt car wreck
        PHITSANULOK - Rescue workers discovered human skeletal remains in a burnt-out MG sedan at the bottom of a ravine while attempting to rescue a truck driver at Khao Korma in Chat Trakan district of this northern province.

      

      
        Prosecutors indict 23 in Bangkok building collapse
        Thai prosecutors on Thursday indicted 23 suspects including the head or Italian-Thai Development Plc and a Chinese state-owned firm for violations that led to the collapse of the State Audit Office tower in Bangkok during the March 28 earthquake.

      

      
        Sukhumvit-Thong Lo traffic confusion: Can you stop in middle lane to turn right?
        A traffic sign spotted on Bangkok's Sukhumvit Road, heading toward Thong Lo (Soi Sukhumvit 55), has sparked debate on social media.

      

      
        Free expressway travel on Aug 12 for Mother's Day
        The Expressway Authority of Thailand (EXAT) will waive toll fees on three expressway routes in Greater Bangkok totalling 63 toll booths on Mother's Day, August 12, from 12.01am to midnight.
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                                LONDON -- Pensioner Marji Mansfield never imagined she would end up suspected of terrorism for protesting against the banning of a pro-Palestinian group.
But the British grandmother was arrested on July 5 for joining a demonstration in support of Palestine Action just days after it was added to the United Kingdom (UK) government's list of proscribed organisations.

"It's a terrible shock to be accused of potentially being a terrorist," said Mansfield, 68, who described herself as a "proud grandmother" of seven.

She "was never politically interested," the former banking consultant from the southern town of Chichester told Agence France-Presse (AFP). "I just worked hard, raised my family, lived an ordinary life."

In early July, the UK government banned Palestine Action under the UK's Terrorism Act, after activists broke into an air force base in England and damaged two aircraft.

Since then, the campaign group Defend Our Juries has organised protests around the country to challenge the ban, described as "disproportionate" by the United Nations rights chief.

More than 200 people have been arrested, according to Tim Crosland, a member of Defend Our Juries. They risk prison sentences of up to 14 years.

British police on Thursday said they had charged two men and a woman over the July 5 protest, adding that they were sending files on the 26 other people arrested that day to prosecutors.

A new demonstration in support of the group, which was founded in 2020, is planned on Saturday in London. Organisers expect at least 500 people to turn up, and police have warned all demonstrators could face arrest.

People "don't know what the nature of this group is," interior minister Yvette Cooper has said, claiming that "this is not a non-violent group".

But Palestine Action co-founder Huda Ammori has launched a court bid to overturn the ban and a hearing is set for November.

Some 52 scholars, including well-known authors Tariq Ali and Naomi Klein, backed the bid in an open letter published in Thursday's Guardian, calling the ban an attack on "fundamental freedoms of expression, association, assembly and protest."

'Not terrorists'

Mansfield has long supported the Palestinian people, but the start of the current war, sparked by Hamas's attacks on Israel on Oct 7, 2023, galvanised her into action.

"When it started happening again ... it was the most horrible feeling, that children's homes were being blown up, that their schools were being destroyed," she said.

Hamas's October 2023 attack on southern Israel resulted in the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official figures.

Israel's subsequent campaign to eradicate the Palestinian militant group in Gaza has killed more than 60,000 people, also mostly civilians, according to figures from the Hamas-run territory's health ministry, which are deemed reliable by the United Nations.

For Mansfield, the Palestine Action ban was the final straw, fuelling her feelings that the government was silencing her political views.

The night before attending the July demonstration, Mansfield said she was "terrified". But she did not change her mind.

Images on British media showed her being moved by several police officers after she refused to get up from the pavement. An 83-year-old woman was by her side.

Mansfield spent 12 hours in custody, and is now banned from parts of London, meaning she cannot visit some museums with her grandchildren as she would like to do.

"It was just ordinary people," said Mansfield. "We came from all backgrounds ... we're not terrorists."

'Civil liberties'

Alice Clark, a 49-year-old doctor, also does not regret attending the protest where she was arrested in London on July 19.

"Nobody wants to be arrested. I just feel that there's a responsibility," said Clark, who also accused the government of undermining "our civil liberties".

Cooper said the ban on Palestine Action was "based on detailed security assessments and security advice".

The ban says the group's "methods have become more aggressive" by encouraging members to carry out attacks which have already caused millions of pounds in damage.

But Clark, a former volunteer for medical charity Doctors Without Borders, said she felt "growing disgust and horror" at the images of starving children in Gaza.

The 12 hours in custody after her arrest were a shock. If convicted, she risks losing her licence to practice medicine.

"There were points where I was close to tears. But I think just remembering why I was doing it kind of helped me keep calm," said Clark.

History student Zahra Ali, 18, was also arrested on July 19, before being released under supervision. None of the three women has been charged.

She is also appalled by the scenes from Gaza.

"The starvation in Gaza, it's disgusting. And our government isn't doing anything about that," she told AFP.

Imagining herself in prison at 18 is "a big thing," but "if people who are in their 80s can do it, then I can do it," Ali said.

She also does not describe herself as an activist, but as "a normal person ... who decided that what our government is doing is wrong".
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                                The four-day Mother's Day holiday this weekend is expected to generate 13 billion baht from 3.16 million domestic trips, with most tourists preferring to travel within their own provinces and avoid cross-regional journeys to save on costs, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The additional government holiday on Aug 11 has helped stimulate domestic travel to some extent, with average occupancy reaching 66% for this period, TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said on Thursday.

The central and northeastern regions are expected to attract the most visitors, with around 898,000 and 609,000 trips, respectively. Bangkok is projected to earn the highest revenue of 3.4 billion baht. The South is estimated to earn 2.7 billion baht, while the East is forecast to generate 2.6 billion baht.

However, Thai tourists remain cautious about spending on travel due to concerns over the sluggish economy, high living costs, and the country's high level of household debt, aligning with a recent survey conducted by the Tourism Council of Thailand, which found only 31% of locals planned domestic trips.

Ms Thapanee said only 6% of respondents intended to stay overnight, while 9% planned cross-regional trips.

Affluent travellers are likely to take the opportunity to go abroad, as seen during the long holidays in July when around 300,000 Thais visited China, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam and Taiwan, marking a 1.3% year-on-year increase.

She said two factors could affect domestic travel during the upcoming holiday, including a forecast of rain in the North, resulting in only 338,700 domestic trips in the region and revenue of 1.4 billion baht.

Tourists concerned about safety may avoid visiting the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border.

The government's hotel subsidy scheme should lift tourism in some destinations, led by Chon Buri, Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Kanchanaburi and Rayong, which proved to be the most popular destinations in the programme.

Among second-tier provinces, Chanthaburi, Trat, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Si Thammarat and Nakhon Nayok received the most bookings from the co-payment scheme, said Ms Thapanee.

Aug 12 is the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother and National Mother's Day, which is an official public holiday as declared by the Prime Minister's Office.


	Read more: Free expressway travel on Aug 12
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                                SET-listed Bangkok Land is planning a new 45,000-seat stadium costing up to 10 billion baht on a scale similar to Rajamangala National Stadium, located at the Thunder Dome site and the adjacent football stadium in Muang Thong Thani, viewing a five-year development plan.
Paul Kanjanapas, chief executive of Bangkok Land, said the company envisions transforming Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi province into a top entertainment event hub with new facilities.

He said the company leased the plot that encompasses Thunder Dome and Thunder Dome Stadium to the Sports Authority of Thailand since the 1998 Asian Games for a 30-year term.

The contract expires in three years, returning possession of the land to Bangkok Land.

The planned stadium would be the largest venue in Muang Thong Thani, competing with the open-air Rajamangala Stadium, the largest venue in Thailand with a capacity of more than 50,000 seats.

The Lake Muang Thong Thani monorail station is located directly in front of the planned project.

"Together with other assets and facilities, such as Impact Arena with a 12,000-seat capacity, Impact Challenger with a 25,000-seat capacity, the expressway, the newly opened Pink Line monorail, as well as 5,000 hotel rooms slated to open over the next eight years, Muang Thong Thani will become a top entertainment event hub," said Mr Paul.

According to Bangkok Land, the monorail, which opened two new stations in Muang Thong Thani in May, is expected to increase visitor numbers by more than 20%.

During Thaifex-Anuga Asia 2025, there were roughly 16,000 daily commuters via the monorail, helping reduce car usage by 4,000 vehicles.

The company's subsidiary Impact Exhibition Management targets 9 billion baht in revenue by 2030, more than double the 4 billion estimated for this year.

Mr Paul said the growth would be driven by Impact Real Estate Investment Trust and increasing revenues from new hotels, events and restaurant outlets.

Impact recently signed a joint venture with Live Nation, involving a 20-year lease of Impact Arena valued at 4.6 billion baht.

The company expects to begin upgrading Impact Arena next year with a budget of US$10 million (322 million baht), the largest revamp since it opened.

The enhancements include new VIP rooms, lighting systems, and event set-up services that help organisers prepare and dismantle events more quickly, enabling the venue to host more shows.

Impact wants to increase the revenue share from hosting its own events from 5-8% to 30-50%.

Two more hotels under Hilton's management are slated for completion by 2028 near Muang Thong Lake, adding 1,000 rooms to the nearly 1,000 rooms already available at two existing properties under the Ibis and Novotel brands.

He said Accor reported Impact's Ibis and Novotel hotels were its best-performing properties in Thailand during the first half of the year, thanks to consistent meetings, events and concerts.

For the second half of this year, Impact secured more than 300 events, a similar level year-on-year. Highlights include Summer Sonic Bangkok 2025, an Otop exhibition, a Mariah Carey concert and a Motor Expo.

The company also plans to launch a rebranded culinary school called Impact Culinova later this year, aiming to expand short courses and food consultancy services provided by professional chefs.

In the long run, Impact envisions a new shopping mall and retail programme near the lake area, with interest from overseas investors from Hong Kong, as well as its own branded water park with immersive experiences to encourage meeting visitors to extend their stay.
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                                Interior Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on Thursday laid down urgent policy directives to provincial governors and senior officials, calling for faster and more effective responses to deliver government policies as well as better serve the people.
Speaking at a high-level meeting at Impact Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi province, Mr Phumtham, who is also the acting prime minister, said the ministry's goal under his leadership is to turn government policies into actions that resolve long-standing problems and build sustainable happiness.

Threats such as narcotics, call-centre gangs and illegal online gambling and promoting people's well-being fall under the ministry's responsibility, he said.

Mr Phumtham said the growing abuse of illicit drugs is one of the most pressing issues and urged provincial governors to act as "commanders" in this ongoing battle and work closely with other security agencies in suppressing narcotics.

"Governors must take charge and coordinate efforts with security units. Only concerted efforts can solve this problem," he said.

Addressing the problem of household debt, he stressed the importance of saving and financial discipline, and proposed the establishment of a special mechanism to protect people from illegal lenders who charge excessive interest rates.

He said the ministry plays a pivotal role in driving grassroots economic development and each province should identify its strengths and find ways to build on them.

The minister also called for faster disbursement of funds, especially for emergency aid. He suggested that changes must be adopted if necessary.

He pointed to his recent visit to a flood-affected community in Chiang Rai province where financial aid had to undergo several steps before reaching those in need.

Meanwhile, the slow disbursement of financial support to those affected by the Thai-Cambodian border conflict also attracted attention when the provincial governors of Si Sa Ket, Surin and Ubon Ratchathani were summonsed by the House committee on administration to explain delays and inconsistencies in the distribution of emergency funds.

Mr Phumtham also defended the recent ministerial order easing poker restrictions, saying it was not part of the effort to legalise gambling in general. He said the easing was to allow for poker to be played as a sport which would still be governed by an authorised association.

He also called for the adoption of technologies to streamline work and place the public's interests first.

"The ministry has the mechanisms and tools to work with all sectors. We can work and ensure that the government's policies are implemented to resolve the country's crises," he said.
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                                JERUSALEM - Israel's security cabinet was expected to meet later on Thursday to discuss military plans in Gaza, Israeli media said, as the families of hostages launched a desperate plea for help aboard a flotilla to the territory.
The planned meeting comes as international outrage over the dire humanitarian situation in Gaza has ratcheted up pressure on Israel, with UN agencies warning of famine in the devastated territory.

The Times of Israel said the meeting was set to start around 6pm local time.

The Israeli press, citing officials speaking on condition of anonymity, has predicted Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would seek approval on expanding operations, including in pockets of densely populated areas where hostages are believed to be held.

This comes despite the increasing alarm among Israelis about the fate of the remaining hostages, whose families on Thursday set sail from the central city of Ashkelon, seeking to approach the Gaza Strip.

Organisers said they hoped to "get as close as possible to their loved ones".

Speaking in English through a megaphone, Yehuda Cohen, whose son Nimrod is being held captive in Gaza, shouted: "Mayday, mayday, mayday. We need all international assistance to rescue the 50 hostages who are nearly two years held by the hand of Hamas."

'More destruction'

Ahead of Thursday's meeting, rumours have been rife about disagreements between the cabinet and Israel's military chief, Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir.

Defence Minister Israel Katz also weighed in on the matter, saying on social media that Israel's military will have to execute any government decisions on Gaza, following reports that Zamir was against moves to fully occupy Gaza.

Katz said in post on X that while "it is the right and duty of the chief of staff to express his position in the appropriate forums", the military must respect policies made by the government.

In Gaza, fears grew over what an expansion in combat operations would entail.

"Ground operations mean more destruction and death. There is no safe place anywhere," said Ahmad Salem, a 45-year-old from Jabalia refugee camp now displaced to western Gaza.

"If Israel starts and expands its ground operations again, we'll be the first victims."

The Israeli government is under mounting pressure to end the war, with growing concern over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

In Tel Aviv on Wednesday night, hundreds took to the streets calling on the government to secure the release of the remaining captives.

Out of 251 hostages captured during Hamas's 2023 attack, 49 are still being held in Gaza, including 27 the Israeli military says are dead.

'Unrealistic costs'

Global criticism has soared in recent weeks over the continued suffering of the more than two million Palestinian inhabitants in Gaza, after the United Nations warned that famine was unfolding in the territory.

On Thursday, displaced Gaza resident Mahmoud Wafi said that the prices of available food remained high and erratic.

"We hope that food will be made available again in normal quantities and at reasonable prices, because we can no longer afford these extremely high and unrealistic costs," the 38-year-old told AFP from Al-Mawasi near Khan Yunis.

Gaza's civil defence spokesman Mahmud Bassal said that at least 35 people had been killed in Gaza on Thursday following airstrikes in multiple areas, with dozens more injured.

In late July, Israel partially eased restrictions on aid entering Gaza, but the UN says the amount allowed into the territory remains insufficient.

Amjad Al-Shawa, head of the Palestinian NGO Network in the Gaza Strip, told AFP that long and slow inspection procedures at entry points into Gaza meant few trucks could enter.

"What is currently entering the Gaza Strip are very limited numbers of trucks -- between 70 to 80 per day -- carrying only specific types of goods," he said.

He added that over the past few days, "around 50 to 60 trucks" destined for the private sector were able to enter for the first time in months.

The UN estimates that Gaza needs at least 600 trucks of aid per day to meet its residents' basic needs.
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                  Pheu Thai MP secures deputy speaker's post                

                Former deputy agriculture minister Chaiya Promma faced no opposition
              

                                Pheu Thai Party MP Chaiya Promma has been selected as first deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, replacing the governing party's Pichet Chuamuangphan, who was thrown out of parliament by the Constitutional Court on Aug 1 for misusing state funds.
Mr Chaiya, an MP for Nong Bua Lam Phu and former deputy agriculture minister, was nominated on Thursday by Sorawong Thienthong, a Pheu Thai MP for Sa Kaeo, without any opponent.

Addressing the meeting, Mr Chaiya pledged to use his knowledge and political experience to enhance the work of the legislative branch and ensure it would be an institution people could continue to count on.

Before the vote took place, the chamber was thrown into chaos when Koravee Prisananantakul, a Bhumjaithai MP for Ang Thong, proposed an urgent motion to discuss assistance measures for people displaced by the Thai-Cambodian border clashes.

Watcharapol Khaokham, a Pheu Thai MP for Udon Thani, responded that the vote for the deputy speaker would not take long, especially if the opposition did not nominate anyone. This prompted Mr Koravee to propose a quorum check.

Deputy House Speaker Chalard Khamchuang, who presided over the meeting, agreed to a roll call.

The check confirmed that 248 MPs out of 492 were present, or two more than the minimum requirement.

The opposition MPs did not join the quorum check.


	Editorial: Small win for graft fight
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                  Human remains found in burnt car wreck                

                Authorities seek to identify occupant of vehicle found in Phitsanulok ravine
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                                PHITSANULOK - Rescue workers discovered human skeletal remains in a burnt-out MG sedan at the bottom of a ravine while attempting to rescue a truck driver at Khao Korma in Chat Trakan district of this northern province.
The grisly discovery was made on Wednesday when rescue teams from the Prasat Bun Sathan Foundation were a driver whose trailer truck had slid into the ravine on the Pong Khae-Chat Trakan Road near tambon Ban Dong.

About 20 metres deeper into the ravine, rescuers found the overturned MG sedan covered in vegetation, with human bones scattered inside the vehicle. The car showed signs of fire damage and appeared to have been there for at least a year.

[image: The human skeletal remains found in the car. (Photo: Chinnawat Singha)]
A rescue worker examines some of the human bones found in the car. (Photo: Chinnawat Singha)



Pol Capt Chainarong Kongmuang from the Chat Trakan police station led a team including investigators, hospital doctors, forensic experts and rescue workers to examine the scene on Thursday morning.

The wreckage was located approximately 50 metres below road level. No licence plate was found, and car parts including the engine and battery were scattered around the area.

Forensic officers collected evidence and are coordinating with relevant agencies to identify the vehicle through its chassis number and determine the victim's identity.

Local leaders informed police that about a year ago, a 50-year-old musician driving an MG sedan went missing in the area. Relatives will be contacted for identification purposes.

Both vehicles were recovered from the ravine on Thursday for detailed examination at the Chat Trakan station.

The Khao Korma curve is notorious for frequent accidents. Authorities have installed warning signs urging drivers to exercise extreme caution on this stretch of road.
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                  Prosecutors indict 23 in Bangkok building collapse                

                Construction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta among those facing charges
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                                Thai prosecutors on Thursday indicted 23 suspects including the head or Italian-Thai Development Plc and a Chinese state-owned firm for violations that led to the collapse of the State Audit Office tower in Bangkok during the March 28 earthquake.
The partially built 30-storey tower in Chatuchak district was the only building to collapse from tremors emanating from the powerful 7.7 magnitude quake in neighbouring Myanmar on March 28.

At least 95 people -- almost all of them construction labourers -- were killed in the incident.

The construction of the SAO building was a joint venture between Italian-Thai Development (ITD) and China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, a local unit of the state-owned China Railway Group.

Premchai Karnasuta, the president of ITD and an executive of China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, was formally charged along with 21 others for breaching construction regulations and causing death through negligence, said Sakkasem Nisaiyok, a spokesman for the Office of the Attorney General.

Some other suspects have also been charged with forging engineering documents, the statement said.

Preliminary investigations have concluded that design and construction flaws led to the collapse of the building.

ITD did not immediately respond to Reuters' request for comment.

Lawyers for other parties involved in the case, including China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, could not be reached for comment.

Mr Premchai along with 14 others denied all charges against them when they were arrested by police in May over the building collapse.

Investigations are continuing into other aspects of the case, including alleged bidding collusion in which as many as 70 state officials could be implicated, according to the Department of Special Investigation.
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                                A traffic sign spotted on Bangkok's Sukhumvit Road, heading toward Thong Lo (Soi Sukhumvit 55), has sparked debate on social media.
The sign shows lane directions indicating that vehicles in the far-right lane must turn right, while the left lane is for going straight only. The middle lane, however, displays both straight and right-turn arrows -- generally interpreted to mean drivers can either continue straight or turn right from that lane.

The question that has left many drivers confused is: If you are in the middle lane and encounter a red light, can you stop and wait there to turn right?

[image: [PLEASE SUBEDIT] Sukhumvit-Thonglor traffic confusion: can you stop in the middle lane to turn right?]

On this stretch of the road, before reaching the intersection, the lane markings are white dashed lines, meaning drivers may change lanes or overtake. But as the intersection approaches, the lines become solid white, which means no overtaking, no straddling lanes, and no changing lanes -- vehicles must follow the designated direction indicated by the road signs.

So yes, vehicles in the middle lane can legally stop and wait at the red light to turn right. Even if the traffic signal shows green for straight ahead but not for a right turn, drivers are allowed to wait in the middle lane until it is safe and permitted to turn.

Bangkok's traffic is notoriously congested, often causing delays during peak hours. The city has been making efforts to improve road safety and reduce congestion through better signage, traffic management, and encouraging public transportation. However, motorists are advised to stay alert and follow traffic signs carefully to navigate the city's busy streets safely.

[image: [PLEASE SUBEDIT] Sukhumvit-Thonglor traffic confusion: can you stop in the middle lane to turn right?]


	Read more: Smart traffic lights 'cut Bangkok travel delays by 10-41%
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                  Free expressway travel on Aug 12 for Mother's Day                

                              

                                The Expressway Authority of Thailand (EXAT) will waive toll fees on three expressway routes in Greater Bangkok totalling 63 toll booths on Mother's Day, August 12, from 12.01am to midnight.
The toll-free routes are:


	Chalerm Maha Nakhon Expressway (21 booths)

	Si Rat Expressway (32 booths)

	Udon Ratthaya Expressway (10 booths).



August 12 is the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother and National Mother's Day, which is an official public holiday as declared by the Prime Minister's Office.

The initiative reflects the policy of the Ministry of Transport, as set out in the amended concession agreements between EXAT, Bangkok Expressway and Metro Plc and Northern Bangkok Expressway Co Ltd.

The measure aims to reduce travel costs for the public while helping alleviate traffic congestion at toll collection points, EXAT said.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3082950/free-expressway-travel-on-aug-12-for-mothers-day



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        Prosecutors indict 23 in Bangkok building collapse
        Thai prosecutors on Thursday indicted 23 suspects including the head or Italian-Thai Development Plc and a Chinese state-owned firm for violations that led to the collapse of the State Audit Office tower in Bangkok during the March 28 earthquake.

      

      
        Thailand and Cambodia sign 13-point ceasefire agreement
        Thailand and Cambodia have reached a landmark agreement on a 13-point ceasefire plan aimed at de-escalating tensions along their shared border and fostering peace between the two nations.

      

      
        'Hi-so Luk Nat' held on threat and drug charges
        Police have arrested "Hi-so Luk Nat", a wealthy Bangkok resident who became a high-profile figure in anti-government protests in 2021, on drug charges and seized numerous weapons after a woman accused him of threatening her and forcing her to take drugs.

      

      
        VietJet to hire at least 5,000 new Thai staff
        VietJet Aviation plans to employ more than 5,000 new staff in Thailand as Vietnam's biggest budget carrier accelerates flight and route expansion to Southeast Asia's most popular travel destination.

      

      
        MTC sees healthy loan growth
        Muangthai Capital (MTC), Thailand's leading microfinance company, expects 10-15% loan growth in the second half of 2025 and a non-performing loan (NPL) ratio of no more than 2.70%, backed by an expansive nationwide network and a strong focus on credit quality.

      

      
        Steelmakers struggle with Chinese influx
        Chinese steel exports continue to increase, affecting many countries including Thailand where local steelmakers are struggling to deal with the influx, says Tata Steel (Thailand), a unit of India's largest manufacturer.

      

      
        Forward bookings dip amid border row
        Foreign forward bookings for Thailand have started to feel the pinch due to the Thai-Cambodian border tensions, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), while Chanthaburi tourism operators reported cancellations from foreign tourists for the remainder of the year.

      

      
        Scams and mule accounts a dominant fraud concern
        Scams and mule accounts have become the dominant threat facing banks across Asia Pacific, according to a new survey by the multinational credit data analytics software company FICO.

      

      
        Donations to provide aid along border pass B100m
        More than 100 million baht has been donated to the government to support residents affected along the Thai--Cambodian border.

      

      
        Cabinet permits changes to sub deal
        The cabinet has approved amendments to the long-delayed Chinese procurement submarine project, including a switch from German-made engines to Chinese-made ones and a 1,217-day extension to the construction timeline.

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Prosecutors indict 23 in Bangkok building collapse                

                Construction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta among those facing charges
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The United SAR K9 search and rescue team carries out a morning search mission at the collapse site of the State Audit Office building in Bangkok on May 10. More than 90 people died when the 30-storey building came down on March 28. (Photo: United SAR K9 team)]
                                              
                          The United SAR K9 search and rescue team carries out a morning search mission at the collapse site of the State Audit Office building in Bangkok on May 10. More than 90 people died when the 30-storey building came down on March 28. (Photo: United SAR K9 team)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thai prosecutors on Thursday indicted 23 suspects including the head or Italian-Thai Development Plc and a Chinese state-owned firm for violations that led to the collapse of the State Audit Office tower in Bangkok during the March 28 earthquake.
The partially built 30-storey tower in Chatuchak district was the only building to collapse from tremors emanating from the powerful 7.7 magnitude quake in neighbouring Myanmar on March 28.

At least 95 people -- almost all of them construction labourers -- were killed in the incident.

The construction of the SAO building was a joint venture between Italian-Thai Development (ITD) and China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, a local unit of the state-owned China Railway Group.

Premchai Karnasuta, the president of ITD and an executive of China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, was formally charged along with 21 others for breaching construction regulations and causing death through negligence, said Sakkasem Nisaiyok, a spokesman for the Office of the Attorney General.

Some other suspects have also been charged with forging engineering documents, the statement said.

Preliminary investigations have concluded that design and construction flaws led to the collapse of the building.

ITD did not immediately respond to Reuters' request for comment.

Lawyers for other parties involved in the case, including China Railway Number 10 (Thailand) Ltd, could not be reached for comment.

Mr Premchai along with 14 others denied all charges against them when they were arrested by police in May over the building collapse.

Investigations are continuing into other aspects of the case, including alleged bidding collusion in which as many as 70 state officials could be implicated, according to the Department of Special Investigation.
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                  Thailand and Cambodia sign 13-point ceasefire agreement                

                Both sides express hope that agreed terms will lead to restoration of peaceful coexistence along border
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                                Thailand and Cambodia have reached a landmark agreement on a 13-point ceasefire plan aimed at de-escalating tensions along their shared border and fostering peace between the two nations.
The agreement was formalised on Thursday afternoon during a special ministerial session of the General Border Committee (GBC) in Kuala Lumpur, which followed three days of intensive official-level negotiations.

Leading the Thai delegation was Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit, in his capacity as acting defence minister because the top position remains vacant. He was joined by his Cambodian counterpart, Gen Tea Seiha.

Also present were international observers from China, the United States and Malaysia in its capacity as the chair of Asean this year.

The Malaysian Chief of Defence Forces acted as a facilitator for the talks, symbolising a neutral stance between the two nations.

After more than an hour of discussion, Thailand and Cambodia unanimously endorsed the 13-point ceasefire protocol.

The new framework builds upon a prior 7-point agreement discussed at the regional military command level, and was developed collaboratively by Thai agencies and the Cambodian GBC Secretariat. It includes key provisions such as:


	A complete and unconditional ceasefire

	Protective measures for civilians

	A freeze on troop reinforcements and movements

	Facilitation of the return of displaced individuals

	The establishment of a bilateral rapid coordination team, with four representatives from each side, to ensure continuous communication and immediate conflict resolution

	Commitments to refrain from provocations, violations of agreements, or territorial intrusions.



The full English text of the agreement can be found here.

Both sides expressed hope that the accord would lead to lasting peace and stability along the border, fostering harmonious coexistence between the peoples of the two nations.

Gen Natthaphon and Gen Tea Seiha formally signed the document, reflecting the consensus reached over three days of discussions. Thailand also reaffirmed its support for bilateral mechanisms as a means of resolving disputes effectively and peacefully.

Gen Natthaphon earlier in the day paid a courtesy call on Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Putrajaya after his arrival in Kuala Lumpur.

The Thai side expressed appreciation for Malaysia's role as the Asean chair and its ongoing support in promoting regional peace -- particularly through its facilitation of the GBC discussions.

During the meeting, Thailand reiterated its firm stance on resolving border conflicts through peaceful means, upholding international law, and maintaining mutual respect for national sovereignty, said government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub.

Also participating in the GBC meeting with their Cambodian counterparts were Gen Songwit Noonpakdee, Chief of Defence Forces; Gen Thongchai Rodyoiy, Army Chief of Staff; Adm Phairoj Fueangchan, Navy Chief of Staff; and ACM Watcharapol Muangnoi, Air Force Chief of Staff. They were joined by officials from the ministries of Foreign Affairs and Interior, along with representatives from key national security agencies. (Story continues below)

[image: Thai Deputy Defence Minister Nattaphon Narkphanit talks to reporters after the special General Border Committee (GBC) meting between Thailand and Cambodia, in Kuala Lumpur on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Thai Deputy Defence Minister Nattaphon Narkphanit talks to reporters after the special General Border Committee (GBC) meting between Thailand and Cambodia, in Kuala Lumpur on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



Asean observers

The defence officials agreed to allow observers from Asean to inspect disputed border areas and help ensure that hostilities do not resume following a violent five-day conflict that ended in a ceasefire on July 28.

The worst fighting in over a decade included exchanges of artillery fire and jet fighter bombing runs that claimed at least 43 lives -- military and civilian -- and displaced more than 300,000 people on both sides of the border.

Fighting continued despite diplomatic interventions from China and Malaysia, both calling for restraint.

The leaders of Cambodia and Thailand only came to the negotiating table when US President Donald Trump told them that tariff negotiations would not continue unless there was peace.

"There will be an observation team of Asean military attaches based in Thailand and Cambodia, led by Malaysia," Gen Nattaphon told reporters at a press conference after the meeting, adding that foreign inspectors based in either country would not cross the border.

"Thailand and Cambodia are neighbours with a shared border that can move away from each other ... a resolution will allow our people to return to peaceful lives," he said.

Thailand and Cambodia said in a joint statement that they would hold more talks in two weeks and then again in a month.


	Related: Thai troops will stay at border, says army
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                  'Hi-so Luk Nat' held on threat and drug charges                

                Numerous weapons seized after woman complains of assault and drug use
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                                Police have arrested "Hi-so Luk Nat", a wealthy Bangkok resident who became a high-profile figure in anti-government protests in 2021, on drug charges and seized numerous weapons after a woman accused him of threatening her and forcing her to take drugs.
Tanat Thanakitamnuay, 33, was taken into custody at his house in the Noble Cube housing estate on Pattanakarn Road in Suan Luang district on Wednesday evening, according to Pol Lt Gen Siam Boonsom, commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Bureau.

Better known as "Hi-so Luk Nat", Mr Tanat comes from a prominent business family and once ran for a Bangkok MP seat under the Democrat Party. He left the party after it joined the coalition government formed by the military-linked Palang Pracharath Party after the election in 2019. He subsequently began taking part in the student-led protest movement that was seeking to oust the Prayut Chan-o-cha government.

Police said the arrest was made after a woman, identified only as Ms B, filed a complaint with the Children and Women Protection Sub-Division.

She told police she had been drinking with Mr Tanat at his house when he started using drugs and ordered her to join him. When she refused, he struck her face with a gun and forced her to take drugs, according to the police complaint.

She took pictures of her injuries and escaped from the house after Mr Tanat passed out as a result of his drug use.

[image: Seized weapons displayed by police at the Children and Women Protection Sub-Division. (Photo: supplied/ Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Weapons seized from the home of suspect Tanat Thanakitamnuay are displayed by police at the Children and Women Protection Sub-Division headquarters. (Photo: supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



On Wednesday, police searched the house with a warrant and seized 21 guns, ammunition and related items. Some of the weapons were not legally registered.

During the arrest, Mr Tanat appeared high but was alert enough to answer questions, police said. He was being held in custody at the Khlong Tan station for further legal proceedings.

According to the police, nearby residents said they often heard quarrelling in the house and saw women crying and running out.

Mr Tanat became well-known to the public when he lost the sight in his right eye after being struck by a tear-gas canister fired by police to break up a rally at Victory Monument in August 2021.

A court in 2023 ordered the Royal Thai Police to pay damages to Mr Tanat and another man injured by police action during the 2021 protests.

His social-media accounts contained many posts showing him training with guns, police said.

[image: Tanat Thanakitamnuay, known as Hi-so Luk Nat, joins a street campaign at Democracy Monument in Bangkok on Aug 22, 2021. (Bangkok Post file photo)]
Tanat Thanakitamnuay, known as "Hi-so Luk Nat", takes part in an anti-government protest at Democracy Monument in Bangkok on Aug 22, 2021. A week earlier, he lost the sight in his right eye when it was struck by a police tear-gas canister during another rally. (Bangkok Post file photo)
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                  VietJet to hire at least 5,000 new Thai staff                

                Budget carrier steps up flight and route expansion to and from Thailand
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                                VietJet Aviation plans to employ more than 5,000 new staff in Thailand as Vietnam's biggest budget carrier accelerates flight and route expansion to Southeast Asia's most popular travel destination.
VietJet Thailand this year will start new direct flights to major Asian cities to tap regional air travel growth, according to astatement issued late Wednesday. The new markets include Japan, South Korea and India, it said. 

VietJet joins peers such as Thai Airways International and AirAsia that have opened new regional routes as Thailand quickens its push to become a major aviation hub.

The government is expanding passenger capacity at its international airports in Bangkok and tourist hotspots such as Phuket and Chiang Mai to attract more airlines and travellers. 

VietJet Thailand is filling openings for positions including pilots, cabin crew, engineers, technicians and ground staff. The airline currently employs about 1,300 people in the country. 

The expansion comes after a London judge denied an attempt by the UK investment fund FitzWalter Capital to freeze VietJet's global assets over unpaid fees.

VietJet's Thai unit posted a net income of 64 million baht in 2024, after a loss of 3.6 billion baht a year earlier, according to data from the Department of Business Development. Total revenue last year jumped 45% from a year earlier to 19 billion baht.

VietJet Thailand's new routes will include Bangkok to Seoul, starting Oct 1; Bangkok to Osaka, launching Dec 1; Bangkok to Tokyo Narita International Airport, beginning Dec 15; Bangkok to Kolkata, India, starting Nov 16 and Bangkok to Ahmedabad, India, on Dec 4.
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                  MTC sees healthy loan growth                
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                                Muangthai Capital (MTC), Thailand's leading microfinance company, expects 10-15% loan growth in the second half of 2025 and a non-performing loan (NPL) ratio of no more than 2.70%, backed by an expansive nationwide network and a strong focus on credit quality.
Chief executive Parithad Petampai said MTC continues to serve the grassroots economy through its vast network of more than 8,400 branches nationwide, offering fair interest rates and accessible financial services to reduce reliance on informal lending sources.

For the second quarter, MTC reported a total loan portfolio of 175 billion baht, up 13% year-on-year, while total revenue rose 10.4% to 7.55 billion baht. Net profit for the quarter tallied 1.65 billion baht, marking a 14% increase.

For the first half of 2025, the company achieved total revenue of 14.8 billion baht, up 9.84% year-on-year, with net profit surging 13.6% to 3.22 billion baht.

The company posted growth even as the Thai economy showed signs of a slowdown in the first half, pressured by a soft tourism recovery, rising global economic uncertainties and trade policy headwinds influenced by the US, he said.

Mr Parithad said MTC remains confident in its expansion strategy going forward.

"We are committed to providing inclusive, transparent and fair financial services that empower underserved communities, strengthen the Thai economy from the ground up and support long-term social and environmental sustainability," he said.

MTC's efforts aim to build trust and credibility among customers, investors and stakeholders, said Mr Parithad, adding the company received a five-star (excellent) corporate governance rating from the Thai Institute of Directors for seven consecutive years.

The company also holds an AAA ESG rating from the Stock Exchange of Thailand and an AA rating from the MSCI ESG Index.

Fitch Ratings affirmed MTC's national long-term rating at A-(tha), underscoring its strong financial profile and leadership in the microfinance sector.

MTC has partnered with top-tier global financial institutions such as the International Finance Corporation, Japan International Cooperation Agency and Germany's KfW DEG. These collaborations reflect MTC's commitment to expanding its funding base and enhancing the financial capabilities of its customers while promoting economic inclusion and sustainable development.
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                  Steelmakers struggle with Chinese influx                

                Federation says glut fast becoming reality
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                                Chinese steel exports continue to increase, affecting many countries including Thailand where local steelmakers are struggling to deal with the influx, says Tata Steel (Thailand), a unit of India's largest manufacturer.
During the first half of 2025, total steel exports from China increased by 9.2% year-on-year to 58.2 million tonnes, with Asia the main destination.

"Imports of Chinese wire rod steel soared by 57% year-on-year to 535,000 tonnes, out of a total of 781,000 tonnes of wire rod steel imports in Thailand during the first six months of this year," said Tarun Kuma Daga, president and chief executive of Tata Steel (Thailand).

Wire rod steel, a semi-finished hot-rolled product, is used in various industries, including automotive and construction.

Chinese steel exports globally tallied 53.7 million tonnes in 2020, rising to 66.6 million tonnes in 2021, 67.3 million tonnes in 2022, 90.2 million tonnes in 2023 and 117 million tonnes last year.

The Federation of Thai Industries previously called on the government to better manage steel supply in the country to prevent a glut, which is fast becoming a reality.

Thailand's steel consumption this year is projected at 16 million tonnes, the same as last year, thanks to state and private investment projects, according to the federation.

Local steel manufacturers are also bracing for the impact of US President Donald Trump's decision to double the tariff rate on steel and aluminium imports from 25% to 50%.

Trump's reciprocal tariff of 19% on other Thai imports also sparked concern over the indirect impact on the steel industry.

"We are not directly affected by the steel tariff because we do not export steel to the US. Yet we need to keep monitoring the US's trade policy," said Mr Daga.

Tata Steel (Thailand) is not much affected by the ongoing Thai-Cambodia territorial dispute because the company has reduced steel exports to the neighbouring country for one and a half years.

During the first quarter of the company's fiscal 2026, running from April to June this year, its total sales increased by 9.3% year-on-year to 338,000 tonnes, driven by an increase in domestic sales by 12.6% year-on-year to 286,000 tonnes, though exports fell by 5.45% year-on-year to 52,000 tonnes.

Revenue rose by 0.04% year-on-year to 6.83 billion baht, with profit increasing by 410% year-on-year to 474 million baht, attributed to various factors, including cost reduction.
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                                Foreign forward bookings for Thailand have started to feel the pinch due to the Thai-Cambodian border tensions, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), while Chanthaburi tourism operators reported cancellations from foreign tourists for the remainder of the year.
Tourism operators urged the government to offer relief measures for affected businesses in the seven border provinces, such as tax reductions.

While the border dispute eased following a meeting of the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee in Malaysia, the tourism outlook in the border provinces remains uncertain.

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said data from ForwardKeys, an air traffic data company, showed forward bookings for flights in August slowed due to the border skirmishes.

As of July 29, bookings for August were down 2.7% year-on-year from 675,551 bookings during the corresponding period in 2024.

On July 21, before the border clashes, bookings for August indicated a 0.4% uptick to 564,281.

Regarding domestic tourism, she said the 300,000 privileges for major tourism cities under the co-payment scheme were fully redeemed.

For the overall scheme, 406,326 of the 500,000 total privileges have been booked, with 93,570 privileges for second-tier provinces remaining.

Poompat Tangcharoensiri, president of the Chanthaburi Tourism Association, said European tourists planning to visit the province from September to December have already cancelled their plans.

He said tourists feared for their safety, although prime beach destinations and the city district are located 60-70 kilometres and 40km from the border, respectively, while locals continue with their daily lives in the city as usual.

The best-case scenario sees average occupancy in Chanthaburi of 40% in August, particularly for hotels located near the beach, said Mr Poompat.

However, most hotels are expected to record only 20-30% occupancy for the month.

Bookings for the upcoming Mother's Day should pick up, but may severely drop after the holiday passes, he said.

"The government and the province have failed to effectively publicise the practices that locals and tourists can follow in Chanthaburi during martial law," said Mr Poompat.

On Monday, the association, the Tourism Council of Chanthaburi and the TAT's Chanthaburi office held a meeting on how to stimulate tourism and help operators in the province, he said.

They suggested relief measures, such as offering annual tax reductions for employees and tourism operators in Chanthaburi and six other border provinces.

These proposals will be submitted to the provincial joint public-private consultative committee later this month, said Mr Poompat.

Chatchaipat Sararam, president of the Tourism Council of Buri Ram, said tourists avoided the province, resulting in only 10% occupancy.

He said hotels in the Muang district are still open and receiving some locals who evacuated from risk areas near the border to seek temporary stays. Hotels are offering heavy room discounts to help them, while also reducing staff working hours to save on costs.

Mr Chatchaipat said guest numbers should increase next week if locals return home for the Mother's Day holiday, while the province is holding events to boost tourism and spending.

The border dispute has affected sports tourism in Buri Ram, as sports fans have delayed their plans to visit the province, he said.

Mr Chatchaipat said the government should lift domestic travel through tax incentives for visiting or holding meetings in the border provinces.
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                  Scams and mule accounts a dominant fraud concern                

                Data silos hinder many banks' responses, FICO survey finds
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                                Scams and mule accounts have become the dominant threat facing banks across Asia Pacific, according to a new survey by the multinational credit data analytics software company FICO.
Seven in 10 (69%) senior banking executives identified these forms of criminal activity as their greatest concern, reflecting the continued rise of scams in which victims are tricked into sending money directly to criminals.

Unlike traditional fraud, which typically involves unauthorised transactions that banks can detect and block, scams often bypass existing defences because payments are authorised by the victim. Once the money is sent, criminals rely on mule accounts to quickly move funds across institutions and borders, making recovery extremely difficult.

The findings echo a growing alarm across the financial ecosystem, as scam-related losses reach historic highs across the region. In 2024 alone, Singapore reported more than S$860 million in scam losses, a 70% surge from the previous year. Thailand saw 60 billion baht in damages, while Malaysia's losses were estimated at a staggering 54 billion ringgit (US$12.8 billion), or nearly 3% of GDP. Similar trends were reported in the Philippines and Indonesia, where scam-related activity now dominates cybercrime reports.

Social Media Key Channel

The poll found that more than half of banking leaders (52%) view social media platforms as the top external threat vector for scams, followed by messaging apps (35%). In a region with more than 2 billion social media users, platforms such as Facebook, TikTok and Telegram have become key channels for targeting scam victims and recruiting money mules.

Criminal syndicates use these platforms to impersonate officials, promote fake investments, or advertise bogus job opportunities. Many victims are lured into schemes that appear legitimate on the surface, while others are convinced to "rent out" their accounts in exchange for quick cash, not realising they are enabling financial crimes.

In Thailand, more than 200,000 mule accounts were shut down in a single year. Singapore has introduced legislation that criminalises the supply of mule accounts and gives banks and authorities powers to act in real-time.

The poll also found that banks are struggling with internal barriers that limit their ability to detect and respond to scams. The most common issue cited was siloed data (46%), followed by a lack of connected insights across products and channels (28%), and limited real-time integration with third-party systems (13%).

"Scam activity is often fast, fluid and fragmented," said Dattu Kompella, managing director of Asia Pacific for FICO. "To respond effectively, banks need connected systems that provide a complete, real-time view of risk.

"Without breaking down internal silos and unifying insights across teams, many institutions will remain on the back foot."

The poll also explored bank leaders' views on reimbursing scam victims. Just 14% said banks should fully reimburse customers in all scam cases. Half said compensation should only apply when the bank is at fault, while 36% supported a shared responsibility model between banks and customers.

FICO conducted the poll during its Asia Pacific Fraud Forum in June 2025, drawing insights from more than 40 fraud and risk executives from financial institutions across the region.
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                                More than 100 million baht has been donated to the government to support residents affected along the Thai-Cambodian border.
Government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, currently serving as acting prime minister, recently presided over a donation ceremony at Government House.

The donations, made by private organisations through the Office of the Prime Minister's disaster relief fund, will go toward assisting those affected by unrest along the border.

Several private organisations and agencies contributed funds and supplies.

Notably, Bangkok Mass Transit System Public Co Ltd (BTS) donated 50 million baht, while the Reignwood Foundation (Thailand) contributed 2.57 million baht in cash, medical equipment, and daily necessities.

Additionally, the Tio Chew Association of Thailand, along with several other Chinese associations in the country, donated 2.49 million baht.

The Thai-Chinese Friendship Foundation and Yongxing Steel (Thailand) Co Ltd jointly donated three million baht.

After donating 50 million baht to the government, BTS chairman Keeree Kanjanapas said the BTS would donate an additional 50 million baht today to the Royal Thai Army (RTA), the Royal Thai Navy (RTN), and the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF).

These funds will support military personnel injured, disabled, or killed during the conflict, as well as their families.

The total BTS donation will reach 100 million baht.

Mr Keeree expressed deep condolences and admiration for the bravery and sacrifice of Thai soldiers stationed on the frontlines.

"I'm well aware that making donations is only a small act of sacrifice and cannot compare to the losses suffered by our military personnel or the hardships faced by our fellow Thais living along the border," he said.

"Therefore, I encourage the public and all organisations to make contributions -- whether in goods or financial support -- to boost the morale of those serving on the frontlines."
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                                The cabinet has approved amendments to the long-delayed Chinese procurement submarine project, including a switch from German-made engines to Chinese-made ones and a 1,217-day extension to the construction timeline.
Acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, who also serves as deputy prime minister and interior minister, said the cabinet approved the resolution on Tuesday. However, he declined to disclose further details.

Under the revised agreement, the Yuan Class S26T submarine project, originally signed as a government-to-government deal between Thailand and China, will now be equipped with a Chinese CHD620 diesel engine, replacing the originally specified German MTU396 engine, which could no longer be procured due to export restrictions, said a source.

The submarine contract was signed in 2017 between the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) and China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co. However, the project stalled in 2021 when Germany refused to supply the MTU engines due to the military nature of the deal and concerns about end-use.

As of now, work is 64% complete, with 10 of 18 payment instalments worth 7.7 billion baht disbursed. The remaining 40% of the contract, worth 5.5 billion baht, is still pending.

RAdm Paraj Ratanajaipan, deputy spokesman of the RTN, expressed gratitude to the cabinet for greenlighting the changes, which he said would enable the navy to continue with the procurement and bolster its capabilities across all naval dimensions -- surface, air, and underwater.

The diesel-electric engine has passed rigorous quality testing, RAdm Paraj said, adding it exceeds the performance and safety standards of the original German engine and has been certified by Lloyd's Register, the global maritime classification society.

Moreover, this engine is already in use in submarines operated by other countries, he added.

"We ask for the public's confidence that the RTN will employ this strategic asset to defend our sovereignty, safeguard maritime interests and assist Thais in all circumstances," he said.

Mr Phumtham, meanwhile, declined to offer any further comment on military procurement matters, including the Royal Thai Air Force's proposed purchase of Gripen fighter jets, which he described as "confidential information".

Asked about the cabinet's deliberation on Tuesday on the RTN's submarine acquisition, Mr Phumtham said the cabinet had been briefed on the matter and unresolved details were still being worked out.

When reporters asked whether the military was planning to request additional armaments in the near future, Mr Phumtham was quick to shut down the question.

"I'm not discussing this. The armed forces are engaged in active operations. These are classified government matters. I won't speak about any military equipment."
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                                The four-day Mother's Day holiday this weekend is expected to generate 13 billion baht from 3.16 million domestic trips, with most tourists preferring to travel within their own provinces and avoid cross-regional journeys to save on costs, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).
The additional government holiday on Aug 11 has helped stimulate domestic travel to some extent, with average occupancy reaching 66% for this period, TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said on Thursday.

The central and northeastern regions are expected to attract the most visitors, with around 898,000 and 609,000 trips, respectively. Bangkok is projected to earn the highest revenue of 3.4 billion baht. The South is estimated to earn 2.7 billion baht, while the East is forecast to generate 2.6 billion baht.

However, Thai tourists remain cautious about spending on travel due to concerns over the sluggish economy, high living costs, and the country's high level of household debt, aligning with a recent survey conducted by the Tourism Council of Thailand, which found only 31% of locals planned domestic trips.

Ms Thapanee said only 6% of respondents intended to stay overnight, while 9% planned cross-regional trips.

Affluent travellers are likely to take the opportunity to go abroad, as seen during the long holidays in July when around 300,000 Thais visited China, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam and Taiwan, marking a 1.3% year-on-year increase.

She said two factors could affect domestic travel during the upcoming holiday, including a forecast of rain in the North, resulting in only 338,700 domestic trips in the region and revenue of 1.4 billion baht.

Tourists concerned about safety may avoid visiting the seven provinces along the Thai-Cambodian border.

The government's hotel subsidy scheme should lift tourism in some destinations, led by Chon Buri, Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Kanchanaburi and Rayong, which proved to be the most popular destinations in the programme.

Among second-tier provinces, Chanthaburi, Trat, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Si Thammarat and Nakhon Nayok received the most bookings from the co-payment scheme, said Ms Thapanee.

Aug 12 is the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother and National Mother's Day, which is an official public holiday as declared by the Prime Minister's Office.


	Read more: Free expressway travel on Aug 12
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a sixth consecutive month in July to its lowest level in 31 months due mainly to concerns over US tariffs, a lagging economy and government instability, a survey showed on Thursday.
The index compiled by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce fell to 51.7 in July from 52.7 in the previous month.

The sluggish economy and the trade war, as well as high living costs, continue to undermine confidence, it said.

"The confidence index shows no signs of recovery, with consumer purchasing power still subdued," university president Thanavath Phonvichai told a press conference.

"The economy shows signs of stagnation and needs more stimulation," he said, adding that the economy might grow by only 1.7% this year, after 2.5% expansion last year.

While the United States has reduced its tariff on imported goods from Thailand to 19% from 36%, there are still uncertainties relating to US tariffs on transshipments via Thailand from third countries, Mr Thanavath said.

"What needs to be clearly defined is tariffs on transshipments. They must be explicitly outlined for businesses to adapt accordingly," he said.

Consumers were also worried about the instability of the government following the suspension of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra pending a ruling in a case seeking her dismissal for her mishandling of a phone call with former Cambodian premier Hun Sen.

"The political situation remains unstable following the prime minister's suspension from duty, creating an unclear outlook and undermining confidence," Mr Thanavath said.
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                                WASHINGTON - Higher US tariffs came into effect for dozens of economies on Thursday, drastically raising the stakes in President Donald Trump's wide-ranging efforts to reshape global trade.
As an executive order signed last week by Trump took effect, US duties rose from 10% to levels between 15% and 41% for a list of trading partners.

Many products from economies including the European Union, Japan and South Korea now face a 15% tariff, even with deals struck with Washington to avert steeper threatened levies.

But others like India face a 25% duty -- to be doubled in three weeks if it keeps buying Russian oil -- while Syria, Myanmar and Laos face staggering levels at either 40% or 41%.

Thailand succeeded in negotiating its tariff rate down to 19% -- on par with most regional peers -- from 36% threatened earlier.

Taking to his Truth Social platform just after midnight, Trump posted: "IT'S MIDNIGHT!!! BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN TARIFFS ARE NOW FLOWING INTO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!"

The latest wave of "reciprocal" duties, aimed at addressing trade practices that Washington deems unfair, broadens the measures Trump has imposed since returning to the presidency.

But these higher tariffs do not apply to sector-specific imports that are separately targeted, such as steel, autos, pharmaceuticals and chips.

Trump said on Wednesday he planned a 100% tariff on semiconductors -- though Taipei said the chipmaking giant TSMC would be exempt as it has US factories.

Even so, companies and industry groups warn that the new levies will severely hurt smaller American businesses. Economists caution that they could fuel inflation and weigh on growth in the longer haul.

While some experts argue that the effects on prices will be one-off, others believe the jury is still out.

With the dust settling on countries' tariff levels, at least for now, Georgetown University professor Marc Busch expects US businesses to pass along more of the bill to consumers.

An earlier 90-day pause in these higher "reciprocal" tariffs gave importers time to stock up, he said.

But although the wait-and-see strategy led businesses to absorb more of the tariff burden initially, inventories are depleting and it is unlikely they will do this indefinitely, he told AFP.

"With back-to-school shopping just weeks away, this will matter politically," said Busch, an international trade policy expert.

Devil in the details

The tariff order taking effect on Thursday also leaves lingering questions for partners that have negotiated deals with Trump recently.

Tokyo and Washington, for example, appear at odds over key details of their tariffs pact, such as when lower levies on Japanese cars will take place.

Washington has yet to provide a date for reduced auto tariffs to take effect for Japan, the EU and South Korea. Generally, US auto imports now face a 25% duty under a sector-specific order.

A White House official told AFP that Japan's 15% tariff stacks atop of existing duties, despite Tokyo's expectations of some concessions.

Meanwhile, the EU continues to seek a carveout from tariffs for its key wine industry.

In a recent industry letter addressed to Trump, the US Wine Trade Alliance and others urged the sector's exclusion from tariffs, saying: "Wine sales account for up to 60% of gross margins of full-service restaurants."

New fronts

Trump is also not letting up in his trade wars.

He opened a new front Wednesday by doubling planned duties on Indian goods to 50%, citing New Delhi's continued purchase of Russian oil. But the additional 25-percent duty would take effect in three weeks.

Trump's order for added India duties also threatened penalties on other countries that "directly or indirectly" import Russian oil, a key revenue source for Moscow's war in Ukraine.

Existing exemptions still apply, with pharmaceuticals and smartphones excluded for now.

And Trump has separately targeted Brazil over the trial of his right-wing ally, former president Jair Bolsonaro, who is accused of planning a coup.

US tariffs on various Brazilian goods surged from 10% to 50% Wednesday, but broad exemptions including for orange juice and civil aircraft are seen as softening the blow.

Still, key products like Brazilian coffee, beef and sugar are hit.

Many of Trump's sweeping tariffs face legal challenges over his use of emergency economic powers, with the cases likely to ultimately reach the US Supreme Court.
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                                VietJet Aviation plans to employ more than 5,000 new staff in Thailand as Vietnam's biggest budget carrier accelerates flight and route expansion to Southeast Asia's most popular travel destination.
VietJet Thailand this year will start new direct flights to major Asian cities to tap regional air travel growth, according to astatement issued late Wednesday. The new markets include Japan, South Korea and India, it said. 

VietJet joins peers such as Thai Airways International and AirAsia that have opened new regional routes as Thailand quickens its push to become a major aviation hub.

The government is expanding passenger capacity at its international airports in Bangkok and tourist hotspots such as Phuket and Chiang Mai to attract more airlines and travellers. 

VietJet Thailand is filling openings for positions including pilots, cabin crew, engineers, technicians and ground staff. The airline currently employs about 1,300 people in the country. 

The expansion comes after a London judge denied an attempt by the UK investment fund FitzWalter Capital to freeze VietJet's global assets over unpaid fees.

VietJet's Thai unit posted a net income of 64 million baht in 2024, after a loss of 3.6 billion baht a year earlier, according to data from the Department of Business Development. Total revenue last year jumped 45% from a year earlier to 19 billion baht.

VietJet Thailand's new routes will include Bangkok to Seoul, starting Oct 1; Bangkok to Osaka, launching Dec 1; Bangkok to Tokyo Narita International Airport, beginning Dec 15; Bangkok to Kolkata, India, starting Nov 16 and Bangkok to Ahmedabad, India, on Dec 4.
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                                WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump has announced that Apple will invest an additional $100 billion in the United States, a move that could help it sidestep potential tariffs on iPhones.
The new pledge raises Apple's total domestic investment commitment in the US to $600 billion over the next four years. Earlier this year, the company announced it would invest $500 billion and hire 20,000 workers across the country in that period.

The announcement centres on expanding Apple's supply chain and advanced manufacturing footprint in the US, but still falls short of Trump's demand that Apple begin making iPhones domestically.

"Companies like Apple, they're coming home. They're all coming home," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Wednesday, moments after Apple CEO Tim Cook gave him a US-made souvenir with a 24-karat gold base.

"This is a significant step toward the ultimate goal of ensuring that iPhones sold in America also are made in America," Trump added.

Asked if Apple could eventually build entire iPhones in the US, Cook noted that many components such as semiconductors, glass and Face ID modules are already made domestically, but said that final assembly will remain overseas "for a while".

While the investment pledge is significant, analysts say the numbers align with Apple's typical spending patterns and echo commitments made during both the Biden administration and Trump's previous term.

In May, Trump had threatened Apple with a 25% tariff on products manufactured overseas, a sharp reversal from earlier policy when his administration had exempted smartphones, computers and other electronics from rounds of tariffs on Chinese imports. Trump's effort to reshape global trade through tariffs cost Apple $800 million in the June quarter.

"Today is a good step in the right direction for Apple, and it helps get on Trump's good side after what appears to be a tension-filled few months in the eyes of the Street between the White House and Apple," said Daniel Ives, an analyst with Wedbush Securities.

'Savvy solution'

Apple has a mixed track record when it comes to following through on investment promises.

In 2019, for instance, Cook toured a Texas factory with Trump that was promoted as a new manufacturing site. But the facility had been producing Apple computers since 2013 and Apple has since moved that production to Thailand.

Apple continues to manufacture most of its products, including iPhones and iPads, in Asia, primarily in China, although it has shifted some production to Vietnam, Thailand and India in recent years.

Despite political pressure, analysts widely agree that building iPhones in the US remains unrealistic due to labour costs and the complexity of the global supply chain.

"The announcement is a savvy solution to the president's demand that Apple manufacture all iPhones in the US," said Nancy Tengler, CEO and CIO of Laffer Tengler Investments, which holds Apple shares.

Partners on Apple's latest US investment effort include specialty glass maker Corning, semiconductor manufacturing equipment supplier Applied Materials, and chipmakers Texas Instruments, GlobalFoundries, Broadcom and Samsung.

Apple said Samsung will supply chips from its production plant in Texas for its products including iPhones, while GlobalWafers said it would be supplying 300mm silicon wafers from its Texas plant.

Apple shares closed up 5% on Wednesday. Shares of Corning rose nearly 4% in extended trading, while Applied Materials gained almost 2%. 
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                                Muangthai Capital (MTC), Thailand's leading microfinance company, expects 10-15% loan growth in the second half of 2025 and a non-performing loan (NPL) ratio of no more than 2.70%, backed by an expansive nationwide network and a strong focus on credit quality.
Chief executive Parithad Petampai said MTC continues to serve the grassroots economy through its vast network of more than 8,400 branches nationwide, offering fair interest rates and accessible financial services to reduce reliance on informal lending sources.

For the second quarter, MTC reported a total loan portfolio of 175 billion baht, up 13% year-on-year, while total revenue rose 10.4% to 7.55 billion baht. Net profit for the quarter tallied 1.65 billion baht, marking a 14% increase.

For the first half of 2025, the company achieved total revenue of 14.8 billion baht, up 9.84% year-on-year, with net profit surging 13.6% to 3.22 billion baht.

The company posted growth even as the Thai economy showed signs of a slowdown in the first half, pressured by a soft tourism recovery, rising global economic uncertainties and trade policy headwinds influenced by the US, he said.

Mr Parithad said MTC remains confident in its expansion strategy going forward.

"We are committed to providing inclusive, transparent and fair financial services that empower underserved communities, strengthen the Thai economy from the ground up and support long-term social and environmental sustainability," he said.

MTC's efforts aim to build trust and credibility among customers, investors and stakeholders, said Mr Parithad, adding the company received a five-star (excellent) corporate governance rating from the Thai Institute of Directors for seven consecutive years.

The company also holds an AAA ESG rating from the Stock Exchange of Thailand and an AA rating from the MSCI ESG Index.

Fitch Ratings affirmed MTC's national long-term rating at A-(tha), underscoring its strong financial profile and leadership in the microfinance sector.

MTC has partnered with top-tier global financial institutions such as the International Finance Corporation, Japan International Cooperation Agency and Germany's KfW DEG. These collaborations reflect MTC's commitment to expanding its funding base and enhancing the financial capabilities of its customers while promoting economic inclusion and sustainable development.
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                                Chinese steel exports continue to increase, affecting many countries including Thailand where local steelmakers are struggling to deal with the influx, says Tata Steel (Thailand), a unit of India's largest manufacturer.
During the first half of 2025, total steel exports from China increased by 9.2% year-on-year to 58.2 million tonnes, with Asia the main destination.

"Imports of Chinese wire rod steel soared by 57% year-on-year to 535,000 tonnes, out of a total of 781,000 tonnes of wire rod steel imports in Thailand during the first six months of this year," said Tarun Kuma Daga, president and chief executive of Tata Steel (Thailand).

Wire rod steel, a semi-finished hot-rolled product, is used in various industries, including automotive and construction.

Chinese steel exports globally tallied 53.7 million tonnes in 2020, rising to 66.6 million tonnes in 2021, 67.3 million tonnes in 2022, 90.2 million tonnes in 2023 and 117 million tonnes last year.

The Federation of Thai Industries previously called on the government to better manage steel supply in the country to prevent a glut, which is fast becoming a reality.

Thailand's steel consumption this year is projected at 16 million tonnes, the same as last year, thanks to state and private investment projects, according to the federation.

Local steel manufacturers are also bracing for the impact of US President Donald Trump's decision to double the tariff rate on steel and aluminium imports from 25% to 50%.

Trump's reciprocal tariff of 19% on other Thai imports also sparked concern over the indirect impact on the steel industry.

"We are not directly affected by the steel tariff because we do not export steel to the US. Yet we need to keep monitoring the US's trade policy," said Mr Daga.

Tata Steel (Thailand) is not much affected by the ongoing Thai-Cambodia territorial dispute because the company has reduced steel exports to the neighbouring country for one and a half years.

During the first quarter of the company's fiscal 2026, running from April to June this year, its total sales increased by 9.3% year-on-year to 338,000 tonnes, driven by an increase in domestic sales by 12.6% year-on-year to 286,000 tonnes, though exports fell by 5.45% year-on-year to 52,000 tonnes.

Revenue rose by 0.04% year-on-year to 6.83 billion baht, with profit increasing by 410% year-on-year to 474 million baht, attributed to various factors, including cost reduction.
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                                Foreign forward bookings for Thailand have started to feel the pinch due to the Thai-Cambodian border tensions, according to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), while Chanthaburi tourism operators reported cancellations from foreign tourists for the remainder of the year.
Tourism operators urged the government to offer relief measures for affected businesses in the seven border provinces, such as tax reductions.

While the border dispute eased following a meeting of the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee in Malaysia, the tourism outlook in the border provinces remains uncertain.

TAT governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said data from ForwardKeys, an air traffic data company, showed forward bookings for flights in August slowed due to the border skirmishes.

As of July 29, bookings for August were down 2.7% year-on-year from 675,551 bookings during the corresponding period in 2024.

On July 21, before the border clashes, bookings for August indicated a 0.4% uptick to 564,281.

Regarding domestic tourism, she said the 300,000 privileges for major tourism cities under the co-payment scheme were fully redeemed.

For the overall scheme, 406,326 of the 500,000 total privileges have been booked, with 93,570 privileges for second-tier provinces remaining.

Poompat Tangcharoensiri, president of the Chanthaburi Tourism Association, said European tourists planning to visit the province from September to December have already cancelled their plans.

He said tourists feared for their safety, although prime beach destinations and the city district are located 60-70 kilometres and 40km from the border, respectively, while locals continue with their daily lives in the city as usual.

The best-case scenario sees average occupancy in Chanthaburi of 40% in August, particularly for hotels located near the beach, said Mr Poompat.

However, most hotels are expected to record only 20-30% occupancy for the month.

Bookings for the upcoming Mother's Day should pick up, but may severely drop after the holiday passes, he said.

"The government and the province have failed to effectively publicise the practices that locals and tourists can follow in Chanthaburi during martial law," said Mr Poompat.

On Monday, the association, the Tourism Council of Chanthaburi and the TAT's Chanthaburi office held a meeting on how to stimulate tourism and help operators in the province, he said.

They suggested relief measures, such as offering annual tax reductions for employees and tourism operators in Chanthaburi and six other border provinces.

These proposals will be submitted to the provincial joint public-private consultative committee later this month, said Mr Poompat.

Chatchaipat Sararam, president of the Tourism Council of Buri Ram, said tourists avoided the province, resulting in only 10% occupancy.

He said hotels in the Muang district are still open and receiving some locals who evacuated from risk areas near the border to seek temporary stays. Hotels are offering heavy room discounts to help them, while also reducing staff working hours to save on costs.

Mr Chatchaipat said guest numbers should increase next week if locals return home for the Mother's Day holiday, while the province is holding events to boost tourism and spending.

The border dispute has affected sports tourism in Buri Ram, as sports fans have delayed their plans to visit the province, he said.

Mr Chatchaipat said the government should lift domestic travel through tax incentives for visiting or holding meetings in the border provinces.
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                  Scams and mule accounts a dominant fraud concern                

                Data silos hinder many banks' responses, FICO survey finds
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                                Scams and mule accounts have become the dominant threat facing banks across Asia Pacific, according to a new survey by the multinational credit data analytics software company FICO.
Seven in 10 (69%) senior banking executives identified these forms of criminal activity as their greatest concern, reflecting the continued rise of scams in which victims are tricked into sending money directly to criminals.

Unlike traditional fraud, which typically involves unauthorised transactions that banks can detect and block, scams often bypass existing defences because payments are authorised by the victim. Once the money is sent, criminals rely on mule accounts to quickly move funds across institutions and borders, making recovery extremely difficult.

The findings echo a growing alarm across the financial ecosystem, as scam-related losses reach historic highs across the region. In 2024 alone, Singapore reported more than S$860 million in scam losses, a 70% surge from the previous year. Thailand saw 60 billion baht in damages, while Malaysia's losses were estimated at a staggering 54 billion ringgit (US$12.8 billion), or nearly 3% of GDP. Similar trends were reported in the Philippines and Indonesia, where scam-related activity now dominates cybercrime reports.

Social Media Key Channel

The poll found that more than half of banking leaders (52%) view social media platforms as the top external threat vector for scams, followed by messaging apps (35%). In a region with more than 2 billion social media users, platforms such as Facebook, TikTok and Telegram have become key channels for targeting scam victims and recruiting money mules.

Criminal syndicates use these platforms to impersonate officials, promote fake investments, or advertise bogus job opportunities. Many victims are lured into schemes that appear legitimate on the surface, while others are convinced to "rent out" their accounts in exchange for quick cash, not realising they are enabling financial crimes.

In Thailand, more than 200,000 mule accounts were shut down in a single year. Singapore has introduced legislation that criminalises the supply of mule accounts and gives banks and authorities powers to act in real-time.

The poll also found that banks are struggling with internal barriers that limit their ability to detect and respond to scams. The most common issue cited was siloed data (46%), followed by a lack of connected insights across products and channels (28%), and limited real-time integration with third-party systems (13%).

"Scam activity is often fast, fluid and fragmented," said Dattu Kompella, managing director of Asia Pacific for FICO. "To respond effectively, banks need connected systems that provide a complete, real-time view of risk.

"Without breaking down internal silos and unifying insights across teams, many institutions will remain on the back foot."

The poll also explored bank leaders' views on reimbursing scam victims. Just 14% said banks should fully reimburse customers in all scam cases. Half said compensation should only apply when the bank is at fault, while 36% supported a shared responsibility model between banks and customers.

FICO conducted the poll during its Asia Pacific Fraud Forum in June 2025, drawing insights from more than 40 fraud and risk executives from financial institutions across the region.
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                                Thailand's sluggish economy could impact how frequently audiences visit cinemas, according to leading Thai film studio GDH 559 Co Ltd.
Thodsapon Thiptinnakorn, director of content at GDH 559, said the economic slowdown may force film audiences to be more selective, with frequency dropping from several visits a month to possibly just one.

Furthermore, Thai films face stiff competition from a strong lineup of Hollywood blockbusters during the Western summer movie season.

He emphasised the importance of a strong movie concept as essential for attracting audiences during these challenging times, calling it the "big idea".

Mr Thodsapon rejected the stereotype that audiences might stick with a particular genre, as many pundits have noted Thais love comedies. He said many Thai comedies did not earn a profit.

To support the growth of Thai cinema, Mr Thodsapon called for fairer operations in the film industry.

For example, the scheduling of screening slots needs to be fair, as past norms allowed Thai films to remain in theatres for about a month, he said. Now some films are pulled from screens in less than a week if they do not perform well, which significantly limits reach and revenue, especially for independent studios.

Mr Thodsapon also pointed to the importance of collaboration between film schools and production studios, suggesting cooperation to design curricula that teach the skills truly needed in the industry.

Speaking at the "Regional Trade Exponential Fest 2025", organised by the International Institute for Trade and Development, he said Thai cinema is entering a new period of growth that could last longer than previous cycles.

Mr Thodsapon said Thai films are gaining traction in the domestic market, in Southeast Asia and beyond.

"Thai films are attracting more attention from Southeast Asian moviegoers," he said.

The Vietnam market shows strong potential due to cultural similarities and Vietnamese audiences often understand Thai humour, said Mr Thodsapon.

Vietnam's large population of more than 100 million, combined with social habits that favour outdoor activities such as going to the cinema, makes the country a key target for Thai films, he said.

Apart from Vietnam, Thai content is also gaining ground in other parts of Asia and Europe.

Mr Thodsapon believes the appeal of Thai cinema may depend on its "Thainess", which can be expressed through a wide range of genres if the films include the "big idea".

He said more Thai production companies are now focusing on international audiences.

However, going global comes at a cost, as higher-quality productions require greater investment.
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																The world's superpowers have developed a seemingly insatiable appetite for the critical minerals that are essential to the ongoing energy and digital transitions, including rare-earth metals (for semiconductors), cobalt (for batteries), and uranium (for nuclear reactors). The International Energy Agency forecasts that demand for these minerals will more than quadruple by 2040 for use in clean-energy technologies alone. But, in their race to control these vital resources, China, Europe, and the United States risk causing serious harm to the countries that possess them.
As it stands, China is leading the pack, having gained ownership or control over an estimated 60-80% of the critical minerals that are needed for industry (such as for magnets) and the green transition. This control extends across the supply chain: China is heavily invested in mining across Africa, Central Asia, and Latin America, and has been building up its processing capabilities.

For Western powers, China's quasi-monopoly over critical minerals looks like an economic and national-security threat. This fear is not unfounded. In December 2024, China restricted exports of critical minerals to the US in retaliation for US restrictions on exports of advanced microchips to China.

Since then, US President Donald Trump has forced Ukraine to relinquish a significant share of its critical minerals to the US in what he presents as repayment for American support in its fight against Russia. Mr Trump also wants US sovereignty over mineral-rich Greenland, to the dismay of Denmark. And he has suggested that Canada, with all its natural resources, become America's 51st state.

The European Union, for its part, has sought its own mining contracts, such as in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), touted as the "Saudi Arabia of critical minerals".

From the Scramble for Africa in the 19th century to Western attempts to claim Middle Eastern oil in the 20th century, such resource grabs are hardly new. They reflect a fundamental asymmetry: less industrialised developing economies tend to consume fewer resources than they produce, whereas the opposite is true for developed economies -- and, nowadays, China.

In principle, this asymmetry creates ideal conditions for mutually beneficial agreements: industrialised economies get the resources they desire, and non-industrialised economies get a windfall, which they can use to bolster their own development.

But, in reality, vast natural-resource endowments have proven to be more of a curse than a blessing, with resource-rich countries often developing more slowly than their resource-poor counterparts.

A key reason for this is that developed economies have more economic clout, advanced technology, and military might -- all of which they bring to bear to acquire the resources they seek.

For example, European imperial powers used steam-engine technology to help them explore and exploit Africa for resources like copper, tin, rubber, timber, diamonds, and gold in the 19th century. This, together with more advanced weaponry and other technologies, meant that, far from offering local communities fair compensation for their valuable resources, European powers could subjugate those communities and use their labour to extract and transport what they wanted.

But even countries that are exporting their resources for a profit have often struggled to make progress on development, not only because of imbalanced deals with more powerful resource importers, but also because their governments have often mismanaged the associated bonanzas. It does not help that resource-rich countries and regions often grapple with internal and external conflicts.

Consider the mineral-rich provinces of the DRC, such as Katanga and North Kivu, which have long suffered from violence and lawlessness, fuelled by neighbours such as Rwanda and Uganda. Today, the advance of the Rwanda-backed M23 rebels is fuelling bloodshed in eastern Congo -- and creating an opportunity for outside powers to gain access to critical minerals. The DRC-Rwanda peace agreement brokered by the Trump administration promises precisely such access to the US, in exchange for security guarantees.

But the resource curse is not inescapable, especially for countries with strong outward-facing institutions to manage the economy's external relations, including its resource sector's ability to attract investment and generate revenues for the state, and inward-facing institutions to govern how those revenues are used.

If a country is to translate its resource endowments into economic development and improvements in human well-being, both have a critical role to play.

Outward-facing institutions must negotiate fair and transparent mining contracts with multinational corporations and strengthen local governments' ability to do the same. Such contracts should include local-content requirements, which keep more high-value-added processing activities at home, increase local employment, and strengthen the capacity of local suppliers and contractors.

Since acquiring a 15% stake in De Beers, Botswana has sought to ensure that diamond cutting -- not just mining -- occurs domestically, which requires inward-facing institutions to deliver adequate investment in these capabilities.

Inward-facing institutions must also manage risks raised by resource extraction, from health and environmental damage (deforestation, biodiversity loss, pollution) to labour-rights violations (including child labour). Unfortunately, as it stands, many mineral-rich countries are falling far short, leading some to advocate boycotts of critical minerals coming from conflict zones or countries using forced labour. While such boycotts are unlikely to sway these governments, they could convince multinationals and foreign governments to demand better enforcement of environmental and social standards from countries with which they do business.

Ultimately, however, it is up to mineral-rich countries to defend their interests and make the most of their endowments. This starts with efforts to strengthen institutions. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Rabah Arezki, a former vice president at the African Development Bank, is Director of Research at the French National Centre for Scientific Research and a senior fellow at Harvard Kennedy School. Rick van der Ploeg is Professor of Economics at the University of Oxford and University Professor of Environmental Economics at the University of Amsterdam.
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																Thailand's small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are quietly suffering through a credit crunch with far-reaching implications. Despite accounting for over 90% of registered businesses, SMEs are finding it harder than ever to access capital. The economic recovery has been uneven, and traditional lenders -- still cautious after the pandemic -- are reducing risk exposure. But the core issue is not merely liquidity; it is the absence of a national system for reviving viable but stressed firms.
Bank of Thailand data highlights a growing credit squeeze for Thai SMEs: Loan growth has turned negative over the past three years, while overall credit has grown steadily. In particular, the sector's hospitality segment was hit hard, with its credit dropping by more than 20%. Moreover, SMEs' NPL ratio remains elevated at 7.4%, far higher than the 2.8% national average in Q1 2025, and capital markets offer little in the way of alternative solutions.

Meanwhile, corporate bond issuance has declined by 22.1% since 2022 and has struggled to recover. These symptoms suggest a deeper structural fault line -- one that impedes Thailand's ability to rehabilitate distressed enterprises before they collapse.

Thailand's existing financial infrastructure was not designed specifically for widespread SME restructuring. The 1998 Asset Management Company (AMC) Act, introduced during the Asian financial crisis, allowed failed banks to clear toxic assets from the formal banking sector. However, the legislation was designed for systemic bank failures and asset fire sales, not targeted corporate revivals. Today's environment requires an entirely different toolkit.

In Thailand, viable distressed companies have limited access to debt restructuring pathways. There are no mechanisms for debtor-in-possession (DIP) financing to support these firms during reorganisation. Court-led workouts are legalistic, slow, and heavily reliant on creditor-driven processes that often prolong distress and destroy value. There are few structured SME rescue programmes and rare institutional bridges between struggling firms and new capital. In short, Thailand falls short of what Japan, Korea, and other advanced economies built after their own crises: a scalable system for mid-sized corporate revival. The Industrial Revitalization Corporation of Japan (IRCJ), created in the aftermath of Japan's banking crisis, offers a precedent. It played a pivotal role in turning around iconic companies like Japan Airlines and Renesas. The IRCJ succeeded by blending financial tools with operational restructuring, mobilising private capital while coordinating among stakeholders.

Thailand, by contrast, has seen only patchy attempts at private credit and distressed investing. Non-bank lenders, fintech platforms, and distressed asset managers are emerging, but their role remains limited. As a former CFO, I've observed that while some of these financing channels can provide flexible capital, they are often constrained by size, regulation, and unclear legal frameworks. Many operate in narrow niches -- digital micro-lending, unsecured retail portfolios, or high-yield special situations -- that do not align with the crucial needs of viable mid-sized businesses seeking support to return to a growth trajectory.

High-profile cases like Thai Airways have drawn public attention to corporate distress, but they also reveal deeper inefficiencies, such as legal protraction. For Thailand's broader SME sector, such high-stakes, court-driven processes are neither accessible nor replicable. Without early intervention and rehabilitation tools, many promising SMEs risk being pushed into a corner. The solution requires bold policy reform.

First, Thailand must invest in education to build a cadre of local turnaround practitioners who not only understand finance and accounting but also execute operational improvement with change management. These professionals are essential for diagnosing root problems, coordinating with creditors, and designing viable business plans.

Second, the country needs a modern resolution platform capable of aggregating distressed assets, facilitating recapitalisation, and bridging capital to troubled firms. Third, a dedicated public institution akin to Japan's IRCJ should be established to oversee complex turnarounds with strategic economic relevance. This body could also catalyse private sector participation while maintaining discipline and accountability.

Transforming distressed SMEs into productive economic contributors goes beyond financial engineering. It's about restoring business confidence, preserving jobs, and ensuring that Thailand's industrial base can adapt to global economic shifts. With the right tools and policies in place, Thailand could not only mitigate today's credit crunch but also lay the foundation for long-term competitiveness.

What is at stake is not just a set of balance sheets, but the very fabric of Thailand's entrepreneurial economy. The time to build this economic transformation is now -- before the next downturn exposes the cost of inaction.



Dai Kadomae is a Thailand-based strategic finance adviser and former CFO with over 25 years of cross-border M&A and capital market experience.
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																This will be an eye-opening article. It is an analysis that readers have not read anywhere. No one seems to realise that after a mega-earthquake in the ocean, giant tsunamis will always follow. If Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs are comparable to a mega economic earthquake, President Xi Jinping's reactions will have the impact of a giant economic tsunami.
Because the US is loud and threatening, the world bows to US high tariff demands for transshipment products, massive market openings, trillion dollars of investment commitments, and huge product purchase promises. That is because the US is the largest buyer in the world with imports valued at US$3.3 trillion in 2024. The world conveniently ignores that there is a country affected most by the US onslaught called China -- the second largest buyer with a $2.6 trillion import demand. Its import volume is 78.8% of the US'. Despite its import volume, the world pays no attention that a shrinking Chinese economy could drastically affect global trade as well.

The main objective of Mr Trump's reciprocal tariff scheme is to reduce China's trade surplus with the US. The direct surplus is $300 billion but after including indirect surplus through transshipments, the total surplus would be $350 billion. That is why Asean nations could not reach an agreement with Mr Trump without accepting a 40% or more tariff on transshipment products to block China from avoiding proper taxation.

After accepting the penalty tax rate for transshipment products, many Asean countries seem to be overjoyed with their reciprocal tax rates being reduced to 19%-20%. Hail President Trump. They are unaware that for Asean, China is a bigger trading partner with $389 billion of import purchases. The US imports less from Asean, or $352 billion. Subtracting "transshipments" from China, US imports of Asean products would fall to $302 billion.

Mr Xi is more important when it comes to trade issues than Mr Trump, around here. This is how fewer exports from China to the US would hurt Asean economies. First, there will be less need to import Asean components to be assembled into finished products for US customers. Second, consumption demand for Asean products, such as fruit and seafood, would be softer due to reduced export income. Third, instead of importing from Asean, China will conduct import substitution to utilise their half-emptied factories.

Fourth, excess capacity would lead to dumping of already cheap products onto Asean markets. Do not forget that dumping is tax-free under the China-Asean Free Trade Agreement. The fifth one is less Chinese tourists visiting Asean countries.

Thailand is one such country that fails to realise that a giant Chinese tsunami will be more damaging than Mr Trump's 19% reciprocal tariff earthquake. By adjusting certain items such as transshipment products and products indirectly exported to China, Thailand's export value to both China and the US was almost equal at 1.5 trillion baht in 2024.

So far, the government and the private sector are only preparing to deal with an export reduction arising from Mr Trump's tariff. Nobody is prepared for an export reduction from China, which is likely to be more severe due to the reasons above.

Tourism income is an important but overlooked issue. In 2024, foreign tourists brought in 1.4 trillion baht of income to Thailand. That is equivalent to 7.6% of GDP. About 19% of that tourism income came from Chinese tourists. The number of Chinese tourists has already dropped 34% since the beginning of the year. Mr Trump's 30% tariff on Chinese products will make this number much worse. A 50% drop in Chinese tourists?

I am using estimates published by the Independent, a trustworthy online British newspaper. I believe the numbers are the work of Prof Niven Winchester at Auckland University of Technology in an article titled "GDP changes due to additional US tariffs".

The effect on Thailand is a 0.44% GDP reduction. Want to know the GDP reductions for Vietnam and Indonesia? They are 0.30% for Vietnam and 0.11% for Indonesia. The same or similar tax rate produces different results in different economies. Those, particularly the government, who think Thailand has a better deal than its peers should think again.

Since we are already looking at the GDP effects from the tariff, it is a 0.34% reduction for China, 0.29% reduction for South Korea, 0.13% reduction for the EU, and a 0.09% reduction for Japan. As for the US itself, which has to pay for higher priced imports, the GDP reduction is 0.36%. Out of 15 economies under this estimation exercise, Thailand is the second-most-affected economy. Number one is Switzerland with a 0.47% GDP reduction. It is not that Thailand has a stronger economic structure, but the Swiss were hit with a 39% reciprocal tariff rate.

The following are my estimations, and not from Prof Winchester. The Chinese effect on Thai GDP would be twice as strong as the US effect. Because it would include import substitution and product dumping effects. My estimation is that less buying from China would cut 0.88% from Thai GDP growth. Furthermore, fewer Chinese tourists would cut another 0.55% from GDP. As such, the China tsunami would cause 1.43% in total damage to Thai GDP. The negative impact on Thai GDP is three times higher than the 19% Trump tariff.

While both the government and the private sector is fully geared up to embrace the impact of a 0.44% GDP cut from Mr Trump's earthquake, no measures have been prepared, or even discussed, for China's tsunami.

I do not mean to blame the Thai negotiation team. To have a reciprocal tariff rate on a par with our peers is essential. There are more issues than just trade. They are the issues of competitiveness and investment attractiveness.

However, there is a price to pay to Mr Xi. I hope Mr Xi is a gentleman and does not take revenge on ungrateful Asean nations for abandoning China. I am talking about non-tariff barriers like raising product standards and requiring complicated documentation for imported products. Worst of all, China should not provide subsidies to local manufacturers to compete against Asean imports.

Before I end the article, there are a couple of things on my mind about the agreement with the US. One is the definition of transshipment products. There is no clear agreement on Rules of Origin. If using the Asean standard, it requires a minimum of 40% of local content. If using the US standard, it varies from product-to-product, ranging from 50% of local content to 70%. Furthermore, the US does not trust local certification. All Rules of Origin on imports are verified by US Custom and Border Protection.

A second issue is the commitment to purchase US products. Can the Thai government commit private companies to purchasing products from the US such as Thai Airways buying 100 Boeing jets? Mr Trump's tariffs have shaken the whole world.

They have shaken China and shaken Thailand. Unfortunately, the shaking China will turn around and shake Thailand. The country must be prepared to be shaken by Mr Xi. If my analysis is right, the impact is frightening.
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																The falling from grace of Pichet Chuamuangphan, the First Deputy House Speaker, highlights a lapse in ethical standards among lawmakers.
It also raises scrutiny of Section 144 of the 2017 Constitution, written to prevent lawmakers from using public money for personal or political gain, under which he was judged.

The Constitutional Court on Friday found Mr Pichet had a role in pushing three projects to influence budget decisions for personal gain.

He used his authority as both an MP of the Pheu Thai Party and job as First Deputy House Speaker to favour voters in his constituency, despite trying his best to cover it up.

The court ordered Mr Pichet's MP status be terminated from Aug 1, and revoked his right to run in elections for 10 years.

As a result, he lost the much coveted First Deputy House Speaker post.

For the record, Mr Pichet is the first politician penalised for violating Section 144. But his transgression is not unusual among MPs and ministers.

Lawmakers are known for resorting to budget tricks to have money diverted to their constituencies. Coalition governments also tamper with the budget to finance unnecessary election promises.

This is what voters almost expect of the political and governing class, but it doesn't make it right.

Mr Pichet initiated the projects to promote democracy among the younger generation, improve public participation and empower women's rights.

The projects were to be conducted in his constituency in Chiang Rai province.

The projects look sound, yet the process for obtaining the money was not. To make sure his proposals evaded tight budget scrutiny and audit compliance, Mr Pichet ordered his adviser to revise the details.

Activities under the projects were redeveloped into 2,294 seminars for 124,700 villagers, but still attracted the scrutiny of the opposition.

This petition was brought to court by People's Party MP Bhuntin Noumjerm, joined by 120 other lawmakers from his party.

Mr Pichet's case is just a start. In the next few months, the court will decide whether the government under PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra violated Section 144 for moving 35 billion baht from state banks to fund the digital wallet handout.

Section 144 was written by a coup maker-installed charter panel to prohibit the slashing of budget allocations used to fulfil legal obligations, particularly allocations set aside for debt payment to banks under the Financial and Fiscal Discipline Act.

The decision affected several state-run banks, including the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, which lost 31.3 billion baht, the Government Savings Bank (2.68 billion baht) and the Government Housing Bank (592 million baht).

The allocations were originally intended to compensate the banks for revenue losses as a result of implementing state projects such as a debt suspension scheme for struggling farmers and a crop price guarantee project.

While supporters of Pheu Thai will label this lawsuit "lawfare", Section 144, if used fairly, will make lawmakers or the government think twice before trying to tamper with the budget to advance their own political gains.
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																The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's (BMA) plan to encourage households to sort their waste got off to a shaky start, attracting fewer participants than targeted while generating a barrage of questions.
Registration for City Hall's "BKK Waste Pay" programme, urging residents to separate their garbage in exchange for a monthly collection fee discount -- 20 baht instead of 60 baht -- started on Aug 1.

Those who do not participate will have to pay the full fee from Oct 1, and will only be eligible to reapply for the lower rate after six months.

There is no doubt that the scheme is a much-needed step for the city that produces about 10 million tonnes of waste per year, which costs approximately 7 billion baht to collect. This budget is larger than the 6 billion baht the city allocates for public health, or 4 billion baht for education.

Reducing these waste management costs would free up funds for other essential services and benefit the environment.

Over the past two years, efforts to urge residents and restaurant operators to sort waste and provide specific drop-off points for recyclables have doubled daily recycling capabilities from 200 to 400 tonnes.

This has resulted in over 300 million baht in savings and billions of tonnes of CO2 emissions reduced annually.

The latest household waste sorting scheme is meant to be a key part of City Hall's "Greener Bangkok" ambition, covering various sustainability initiatives from PM2.5 to net zero emissions.

It is thus unfortunate that the launch has been hindered by ineffective communications and a cumbersome registration process.

Many residents reported being uninformed about the new scheme.

The registration process, which requires an in-person visit to the local district office or using a new BKK Waste Pay application, has been a major deterrent, especially for the elderly.

Indeed, the app has been a source of frustration, with many users complaining about login issues, a lack of clear instructions, and the requirement to upload photos of all waste categories even though they may not have them.

Compounding the issues are doubts from residents about the BMA's own ability to maintain the waste separation once it is collected.

There are also concerns about how the BMA will evaluate a household's sorting performance and what criteria will be used to judge if they are qualified for the reduced fee.

After seeing that only about 150,000 households have registered, below the target of 250,000, the BMA addressed the shortfalls by sending staff out to community centres and public places to help people with registration. It said this hands-on approach has boosted the daily registration to over 8,000.

While this is a positive step, the BMA still has a long way to go. As the main communication channel for the programme, the app needs to be more user-friendly and informative. Many questions remain unanswered about how the BMA will evaluate waste sorting and what might disqualify a household from a cheaper fee.

Despite these challenges, the mission to initiate people into healthy recycling habits and improve waste management is a worthy pursuit for the city's sustainable future.
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																As the use of energy-guzzling AI grows, the countries that embrace renewables will gain an obvious competitive advantage. And on this front, China has established a substantial lead. According to the Financial Times, the country is on track to source 50% of its power from renewables (mainly solar and wind, but also nuclear, hydro, and battery-storage systems) by 2028.
By comparison, India's efforts to promote renewables, while commendable, have yielded modest results. As the figure below shows, despite meeting its 2030 target for adding renewable-energy capacity five years ahead of schedule, India still lags behind its emerging-market peers -- including Brazil, China, Mexico, Pakistan, and Turkey -- and most advanced economies in terms of the share of solar and wind in total electricity generation.

Over recent decades, India's energy landscape has changed dramatically, moving from scarcity to relative abundance -- even for the rural poor. Blackouts, erratic supply, and the use of polluting diesel generators are a thing of the past. But the electricity revolution, and the transition to renewables, remains a work in progress.

One reason for the slow pace is that electricity transmission and distribution are mostly in the hands of public-sector incumbents that are highly inefficient, deliver consistently negative returns, and need to be bailed out periodically by governments and public financial institutions. Domestic and foreign private-sector players are reluctant to work with these loss-making utilities, which India's 28 states largely oversee and regulate, because of the associated credit risks.

Populist policies only compound the system's inefficiencies: nearly every state government provides free or subsidised electricity -- which we estimate at about 1-1.5% of GDP annually -- to households and farmers, resulting in significant budget shortfalls. To recoup some of their lost revenues, utility operators charge industrial and commercial users substantially higher prices for electricity, penalising India's manufacturing sector.

Radical institutional reform of electricity distribution and a backlash against populism may be slow to come, but there are glimmers of hope for India's clean-energy future. For starters, industrial and commercial users are increasingly producing their own renewable power. In Tamil Nadu, for example, such "captive" generation accounts for more than 28% of total industrial electricity consumption. Intermittency and high storage costs often force these firms to rely on public utilities for their power needs when the sun isn't shining.

But that is starting to change. Some large business groups are leveraging declining solar and storage costs to generate and consume their own electricity, thereby exiting from the public system altogether. These firms have used their clout to reshape the policy and regulatory framework in favour of such "captive capacity", while a string of legal rulings has also facilitated the process.

This is reform by stealth, because the public monopoly is slowly and subtly being undermined. To head off opposition from the electric utilities, and to secure regulatory approval, these projects are being presented as just another form of captive activity -- namely, generation to meet an entity's own consumption needs.

But it is easy to envisage large private players eventually servicing a wider range of consumers: first their suppliers, then their suppliers' suppliers, and so on. If this parallel structure becomes more efficient, cheaper, and greener, demand will soar, at the expense of the public monopoly. For this strategy to be profitable, business groups will need to be large enough to bear the enormous costs of investing in the required infrastructure, but not so large that they pose an immediate threat to the public incumbent.

If this happens, the public monopolies will have fewer industrial consumers to overcharge -- and substantially less revenue. They can respond in one of two ways. They can reduce subsidies to non-poor households, provide cheaper power to the manufacturing sector, and become more efficient and service-oriented. Or they can maintain the status quo, shrinking in size while being kept afloat by government support.

India's history shows that it could go either way. When the country opened its economy in 1991, some public-sector incumbents, for example, in steelmaking, became more efficient. By contrast, the old telecoms operators continue to limp along, relying on repeated bailouts from the central government. Fortunately, the dynamic private sector now dominates the telecoms market.

To be sure, stealth reform aided by regulatory favours has a high cost. But an unresponsive and loss-making public electricity system that has failed to deliver for over 75 years imposes even greater costs in terms of higher energy prices, a stunted manufacturing sector, and a delayed green transition. India's electric utilities face a stark choice: reform or irrelevance. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Arvind Subramanian, former chief economic adviser to the Indian government, is a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics and the author of 'Of Counsel: The Challenges of the Modi-Jaitley Economy' (India Viking, 2018). Navneeraj Sharma is an energy economist. Abhishek Anand is a visiting fellow at the Madras Institute of Development Studies. Praveen Ravi is the principal consultant in technical solutions at the Centre for Effective Governance of Indian States.
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																In figuring out why the US tariff shock hasn't sent the economy or financial world into a tailspin, Britain's exit from the European Union trade bloc provides something of a playbook -- and without a particularly happy ending.
Aside from vast differences in economic scale and global reach, the two episodes bear some comparison in how they upended years of deeply integrated free trade and possibly in how business, the economy at large and financial markets reacted.

The 2016 Brexit referendum and Mr Trump's tariffs this year were each widely billed as economic shocks that would send the financial world into paroxysms. They didn't, at least not at the outset.

To be sure, both were followed by dramatic downward lurches in the two countries' respective currencies. But, to some extent, the steep drop in sterling after the referendum vote and the dollar's plunge on President Donald Trump's tariff plan this year helped offset some of the wider impact -- at least on stock markets that are loaded with global firms with outsized foreign revenue.

More broadly, however, the difficulty in isolating their immediate net impact means no "big bang" economic crisis unfolds to prove critics right -- even if their enduring legacy turns out to be a slow burn of economic potential and lost output, often obscured by multiple other crosswinds.

In Britain's case, the seismic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic distorted any attempt to easily assess Brexit when it actually happened. Tortuous negotiations with the EU meant the UK's departure eventually occurred on the eve of the health crisis in 2020, and the new trade rules did not come into force until a year later.

But in the four years between the referendum surprise and the pandemic, the UK economy never entered a recession nor recorded a negative quarterly GDP print -- confounding pro-EU supporters at the time and bolstering the Brexit lobby.

Emerging from the twin hits, however, the economy has almost flatlined since.

FTSE 100 stocks, helped by the weaker pound, kept pace with the S&P 500 and world indexes for about a year after the referendum before chronic underperformance set in. Since 2018, the UK market has lagged MSCI's all-country index by some 35%.

What's more, it's taken more than eight years for the pound's effective exchange rate to recover its pre-referendum levels.

Few mainstream economists now doubt that Brexit has taken a serious toll on the UK economy -- even if blame for that gets sprayed in multiple directions -- and oceans of ink have been spilt trying to disentangle the precise impacts.

One academic study by a number of Bank of England economists earlier this year concluded that uncertainty following the referendum resulted in little change in goods exports and imports before the exit was finalised. But after the new rules hit, UK imports fell 3% and overall exports fell 6.4%, largely because of the 13% hit in exports to the EU.

While this slump seems relatively modest compared to the official forecasts of the longer-term hit, the pain has been borne disproportionately by small businesses. Additionally, these findings exclude the Brexit hit to services and London's finance sector, which registered a much bigger economic dent.

And the cumulative damage to London and the service sector over the next 10 years continues to worry the City.

The US tariff story is of a completely different order, of course, as it will reverberate across the world economy. But there are some parallels, not least in certain aspects of the market reactions and the initial resilience.

Economists estimate that the tariffs could lop anywhere from 0.5% to 1.0% off US GDP over time. That's a US$150-$300 billion hit, which, though painful, would not be an instant crisis for an economy that's growing at a roughly 2% annualised rate, where imported goods represent just 11% of GDP and where tech and AI trends are generating considerable tailwinds.

But as former White House economic adviser Jason Furman pointed out in a New York Times essay last week, the tariff damage is likely not a one-off hit. The loss of 0.5% of GDP, he argued, is "the equivalent of every household in America taking around $1,000 (32,380 baht) and lighting it on fire -- then doing it again every year. Forever".

In the end, the main point of the British comparison is to show how extreme partisan arguments on the pros or cons of such giant economic policy changes don't necessarily get resolved cleanly in adaptive, hardy and hyper-complex modern economies.

The upshot is there's rarely a big crash to prove a point. And that in itself is unnerving if politically motivated policies then appear workable on the surface and resist instant pushback -- only to act as a drain on the economy over a protracted period.

Many observers reasonably argue that sovereign democratic politics should always trump economic conventions and even directions.

But do people eventually notice when it goes wrong?

The latest YouGov opinion poll shows 56% of Britons now think it was wrong to leave the EU -- some nine years after their narrow vote to leave. The jury on Mr Trump's tariffs is still out. Reuters 

Mike Dolan is Reuters Editor-at-Large for Finance & Markets.
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																Some might call it improbable. Others might say it's unrealistic. But proposing Bangkok as the host city for the next summit between President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is neither fantasy nor wishful thinking -- it's a logical, geopolitically sound proposal rooted in history and diplomacy.
In a world longing for trust-building on the Korean Peninsula, Thailand finds itself at an advantageous crossroads. With renewed momentum in regional diplomacy and its unique position as a bridge between East and West, Bangkok may be the right place -- and now may be the right time.

This is more than symbolism. It rests on a compelling blend of history, geography, strategic diplomacy, and recent developments that together make Thailand not just a suitable host but a pivotal peacemaker in Asia and beyond.

Just days ago, Mr Trump helped broker a ceasefire between Thailand and Cambodia after intense border clashes displaced hundreds of thousands. His intervention -- widely acknowledged -- underscores his continuing influence in Southeast Asia and the region's openness to external mediation when conflicts escalate.

Shortly thereafter, Mr Kim made a rare public appeal for stability and dialogue in Southeast Asia, calling for "constructive engagement and mutual respect". In the current geopolitical climate, such a statement signals readiness -- however tentative -- for renewed international engagement.

These developments point to a single, powerful possibility: a renewed Trump-Kim summit is possible, and the venue matters now more than ever.

Why Bangkok?

Mr Trump's previous encounters with Mr Kim -- in Singapore (2018), Hanoi (2019), and the DMZ (2019) -- may not have produced formal agreements, but they reshaped diplomatic norms and demonstrated the power of unconventional engagement.

Each venue was an Asean capital chosen for neutrality and credibility. Bangkok fits that mould, crisp and clear -- and offers much more.

1. Thailand's diplomatic balance with the US and North Korea

Thailand's strategic partnership with the United States is deep-rooted, dating back to becoming the first Asian country to sign the US Treaty of Amity in 1833, and today, it stands as a key non-Nato ally.

At the same time, Thailand was among the first Southeast Asian nations to formalise diplomatic relations with North Korea on May 8, 1975, maintaining one of Pyongyang's largest embassies in the region. The presence of North Korean and South Korean embassies in Bangkok creates a unique diplomatic dual-access unmatched elsewhere in Asean, allowing Thailand to engage both sides with discretion and credibility.

2. A decades-long mediator and facilitator

Thailand's reputation as a peacemaker spans decades and conflicts.

In 1962-67, Thailand facilitated the formation of Asean through informal retreats and ministerial trust-building known as "sports-shirt diplomacy" under Thanat Khoman's leadership, helping reunite regional actors after the Indonesia-Malaysia confrontation.

In 1989, Thailand brokered the Hat Yai Peace Agreement, ending the Malayan Communist Party insurgency, hosting the negotiation and facilitating disarmament in the Malaysian conflict.

Thailand played a supporting diplomatic role in Cambodia's peace process, contributing to the international consensus that led to the 1991 Paris Peace Agreements, which formally ended Cambodia's long-running conflict with Vietnam, including support for the United Nations transitional administration.

Thailand has also participated in international peacekeeping and monitoring missions abroad, such as the EU's Aceh Monitoring Mission in Indonesia, helping oversee insurgency resolution and transition after the 2005 Helsinki MoU.

In Sri Lanka's long-running internal conflict, Thailand offered quiet facilitation and diplomatic assistance, joining other international actors to encourage peace talks, reconciliation, and capacity-building for local institutions (though direct mediation was led by others, Thailand was considered a trusted partner).

This consistent involvement -- from Asean's founding to regional insurgency settlements and UN missions -- demonstrates Thailand's pragmatic and credible role as a facilitator over generations.

3. A trusted peace facilitator

Thailand has long pursued strategic balance: engaging with both major powers and regional neighbours while maintaining neutrality. Mr Trump's recent involvement in the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire echoes this legacy. Hosting a Trump-Kim summit would elevate Thailand's identity from regional mediator to global peace platform.

4. An Asean anchor with global visibility

Thailand, a founding Asean member, consistently serves as a diplomatic hub. Bangkok is trusted to host global forums -- Apec, Asean regional forums, UN meetings -- with world-class infrastructure, security protocols, and hospitality experience.

5. A strategic signal to Beijing and Moscow

While US-Russia and US-China relations are strained, a successful summit in Bangkok sends a bold message.

To Vladimir Putin: peace is possible without Russia -- do you want to be isolated?

To Xi Jinping: Southeast Asia is leading diplomacy -- will China support or be left behind?

If Mr Trump can't engage Mr Putin, he can still reshape the narrative through tangible dialogue, starting in Asia.

Bangkok is where the global stage meets quiet power.

A Trump-Kim summit in Bangkok wouldn't be another photo op. It would be a geopolitical landmark -- the confluence of history, diplomacy, and peace. The Grand Palace skyline, the Chao Phraya River, and media from every corner covering not crisis, but dialogue.

For Mr Kim: a dignified re-entry to global diplomacy.

For Mr Trump: a final shot at a lasting legacy.

For Thailand: proof that we are not mere hosts, but active architects of peace.

Thailand should act. This is a moment for declarative diplomacy, not passive observation. The Thai government should formally extend an invitation to host the next Trump-Kim summit in Bangkok.

Even if the invitation does not yield a summit, Thailand will at least have demonstrated that she can be a creative, capable middle power, one that takes initiative on global issues. That's status, influence, and leadership -- from action, not mere rhetoric.

Let Bangkok be the place where words replace weapons, and dialogue triumphs over deadlock.

Thailand has earned its seat at the table.

Now it's time to offer the table itself.
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																US President Donald Trump's tariff policies have unleashed global economic turmoil and a wave of protectionist measures. While many of his frequently changing tariffs may prove short-lived, their use as geopolitical weapons is poised to reshape international trade for years to come.
But the current fixation on Mr Trump's tariffs diverts attention from the larger goal: the US is leveraging its economic power to push for market liberalisation and preferential access for American firms, often at the expense of lower-income countries' development prospects.

Today's US-China standoff is a prime example. America's hostile posture toward China has never been just about trade. Rather, it reflects a strategic ambition to preserve US technological dominance.

That effort has since become part of a broader campaign to restrict access to advanced technologies across the developing world. The primary tool for achieving this goal has been the imposition of increasingly restrictive intellectual-property (IP) rules that aim to privatise knowledge through patents, copyrights, and industrial designs.

This helps explain why the trade agreement with Indonesia includes several provisions designed to limit the country's ability to move up the value chain into knowledge-intensive industries. Tellingly, Indonesia will eliminate 99% of its tariffs on American industrial, food, and agricultural imports, while Indonesian exports to the US will face an average tariff rate of 19%.

The immediate impact will be felt most acutely by Indonesian farmers, who must now compete against subsidised US agricultural products. But the longer-term risks lie in the dismantling of non-tariff barriers, which could severely constrain Indonesia's ability to diversify its economy and curtail its access to critical technologies.

According to the joint statement announcing the deal, American firms will receive sweeping privileges. Indonesia will remove all content requirements for US-made goods and accept American vehicle-safety and emissions standards, which are far more lenient than its own. It must also recognise Food and Drug Administration approvals for medical devices and pharmaceuticals, exempt US food and agricultural imports from local licensing regimes, and accept US certifications for meat, dairy, and poultry products.

Indonesia has also agreed to eliminate tariffs on intangible goods and support a global moratorium on digital customs duties -- issues that remain highly contested within the World Trade Organization. Even more troublesome are the IP provisions: the deal compels Indonesia to resolve key disputes over traditional knowledge, genetic resources, and compulsory licenses.

The US is not alone in pursuing this agenda. While Indonesia's concessions are baffling, India's recent trade deal with the UK raises even more questions. Despite being years in the making, the deal has little commercial significance, as bilateral trade accounts for less than 2.5% of either country's exports.

Media coverage of the UK-India deal has focused on tariff reductions: 92% of UK exports to India will receive full or partial tariff relief, while up to 99% of Indian exports to the UK will be tariff-free. Optimistic forecasts suggest the agreement could double export volumes in certain sectors: textiles, clothing, and jewellery for India; alcoholic beverages and automobiles for the UK.

But as with the US-Indonesia deal, the most consequential element of this agreement is its IP provisions, which tilt the regulatory balance in favour of Western patent holders.

For example, the deal promotes the use of "voluntary licences" over compulsory ones, potentially discouraging future price reductions. Another clause endorses the harmonisation of patent standards, opening the door to "evergreening" -- the extension of patents through minor tweaks to existing drugs.

It is deeply disturbing that the Indian government has accepted these terms, which jeopardise not only the future of its pharmaceutical industry but also the global supply of affordable drugs.

India's willingness to make such concessions to a weakened former colonial power -- one that is no longer a major trading partner -- makes the potential outcome of its trade talks with the European Union and the US all the more alarming. To ensure India's economic future, Prime Minister Narendra Modi must stop cracking down on domestic dissent and start defending India's interests on the global stage. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																The long-standing border dispute between Cambodia and Thailand has again escalated to actual conflict. Dozens of people have been killed, more have been injured, and more than 170,000 people have had to flee their homes. Cross-border trade and tourism are on hold. As I write this piece, a fragile ceasefire is still in place, but we need more than this; we need an end to hostilities between the two countries.
Let me be clear, there is no treasure chest to be won here. The land in dispute has little intrinsic value. The most sensitive issue is the ownership of relatively small pieces of land that contain the ruins of two Hindu temples. I am sure I am not the only person to wonder what the priests who served the temples would think of their ruins being the centrepiece of armed conflict.

The broader issue is that, in today's world, we increasingly face problems that can only be solved through collective action. This was not so true even a few decades ago. Then, South Korea, Taiwan, or Singapore could, with the right mix of policies, invite investors to build manufacturing or assembly centres that would produce consumer goods for Western markets, paying good wages. Factory Asia required considerable work on the part of the governments, but not necessarily the cooperation of their neighbours.

Today, there is still room to join Factory Asia; however, emerging problems will make development harder, problems that require worldwide, coordinated action. Climate change is one such challenge. Without a collective shift in our behaviour and a globally coordinated effort, we will continue to suffer from heatwaves, more intense storms, and higher sea levels, which will degrade seaports and coastal agricultural areas. We will only turn back this present danger if we have global cooperation on an unprecedented scale. Conflict of the type seen at the border of Cambodia and Thailand will inhibit public collaboration between the two countries, weakening Southeast Asia's voice in any global effort.

Climate change is only one of the problems we face that requires an international effort to solve. Across Southeast Asia, fish stocks are collapsing. This imperils the food security of many people in the region. But, as is often said, fish do not need passports; they travel from one part of the oceans to another, and without a general agreement to reduce overfishing, the stocks will not recover. Hostile relations between any of the countries in Southeast Asia will make any effort to address this much harder.

I'm sure every reader has a list of problems they worry about, such as a new pandemic. Some of these will demand a coordinated multi-country effort. It is possible to have this. In an earlier dustup between Cambodia and Thailand, in 2009, as a Director for the Asian Development Bank (ADB), I was privileged to chair a meeting in Bangkok of the transport sector of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) programme. This initiative brings together the governments of mainland Southeast Asia, including Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Thailand, as well as China, which participates through Yunnan Province and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

These governments have come together to jointly plan and carry out cross-border projects that enhance the potential for sustainable development. Transportation is a key element, especially for the interior areas of these countries. Without access to the coast, the people of these areas are unable to participate in the international trade that has driven regional development. Cross-border road systems enable trucks to transport goods from factories to ports in neighbouring countries. At the local level, improved roads ease travel to markets, schools, and health facilities.

At the time of the Bangkok meeting, the GMS had mobilised roughly $10 billion (324.7 billion baht) to fund transportation projects. The government officials had gathered to consider how to move forward in the sector. As the teams reviewed project proposals, news arrived of a fight at the border between Cambodia and Thailand. We understood that at least one person had died and many were injured.

I watched as the teams agonised over whether they could continue collaborating. Fairly quickly, however, the decision was made by all to continue. It was explained to me that, although the relationship between the two countries was strained, the officials at our meeting had been tasked with working together. They understood that the quality of life and the livelihoods of literally millions of people in the region depended on improved transport, something that could not occur without meaningful collaboration.

This decision required political courage, and I don't know if even the most dedicated official could have sustained that position if the effort had needed more than a few days and had been more in the public eye. Unfortunately, the problems that face the countries of Southeast Asia, indeed the problems that face the global community, will require both sustained and very public cooperation. The ceasefire in place is welcome, but it should be viewed as a first step towards building a relationship that will enable Cambodia and Thailand to collaborate meaningfully in addressing the broader problems that face us.



David Jay Green is an economist who worked for more than two decades with the Asian Development Bank, retiring as the Director, Regional Cooperation and Integration Group, Southeast Asia Dept.
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        The mother of all Thai Mother's Day lists
        Thai Mother's Day is in six days (Aug 12) and it's time to give back to the special woman who has been through thick and thin with you.&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post has created a roundup of Mother's Day specials to honour the queen in your life.&nbsp;&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Aug 7-13
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Dangerous dreams: Inside internet's 'sleepmaxxing' craze
        WASHINGTON - From mouth taping to rope-assisted neck swinging, a viral social media trend is promoting extreme bedtime routines that claim to deliver perfect sleep -- despite scant medical evidence and potential safety risks.

      

      
        Rare 'Hobbit' first edition auctioned for B1.85m
        LONDON - A rare first edition of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit&nbsp;sold for &pound;43,000 (1.85 million baht at auction on Wednesday, after it was found during a house clearance in southwest England.

      

      
        Walt Disney and Shopee team up for Super Brand Day
        Walt Disney Thailand and Shopee are celebrating seven years of partnership with the launch of the Funtastic Bazaar 2025 campaign in line with Shopee Super Brand Day.

      

      
        Find the perfect gift for mum at Central Embassy
        To celebrate Mother's Day and the many facets of mother's love, Central Embassy presents thoughtfully curated experiences during "Dear Mum, Our Guiding Grace", until Aug 12.

      

      
        Begin your startup journey  at MHESI Fair 2025
        Aspiring entrepreneurs, students, startups, SMEs, researchers and innovation enthusiasts are invited to ignite their ideas and discover new inspiration at the Technology and Innovation-Based Enterprise Development Fund (TED Fund) Booth during MHESI Fair 2025, which will take place at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center's Hall 1-4, Ratchadaphisek Road, from Saturday until Aug 17.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 6-12
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Shot-in-Thailand 'Alien: Earth' drops on Aug 13 with two episodes
        After teasing (and scaring) us with several teasers, we finally get official updates on "Alien: Earth", slated to be released in Thailand on Aug 13 via Disney+ Hotstar Thailand. &nbsp;&nbsp;

      

      
        YouTube, others 'turning a blind eye' to child abuse material
        SYDNEY --- Australia's internet watchdog has said the world's biggest social media firms are still "turning a blind eye" to online child sex abuse material on their platforms, and said YouTube in particular had been unresponsive to its enquiries.
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									The mother of all Thai Mother's Day lists

									Celebrate the woman in your life at these places
								

									Thai Mother's Day is in six days (Aug 12) and it's time to give back to the special woman who has been through thick and thin with you. Guru By Bangkok Post has created a roundup of Mother's Day specials to honour the queen in your life.  
									InterContinental Bangkok

The dining outlets at InterContinental will be celebrating the noble estate of motherhood throughout the month. On Aug 12, Espresso is offering a special "Mother's Day Lunch Buffet", showcasing freshly-shucked oysters, seafood on ice, caviar, an assortment of sushi, sashimi and tempura, as well as fresh salads, fine cold cuts, smoked salmon and artisanal cheeses. Enjoy a mouthwatering choice of main course dishes that spotlight Thai, Middle Eastern and International favourites. Enjoy the "Come 4, Pay 3" offer, too.

[image: ]

Until Aug 17, Summer Palace celebrates mothers with a set menu that features appetisers and duck dishes. On Aug 11-12, Fireplace Grill and Bar wil serve a multi-course feast that opens with an amuse bouche of Hokkaido scallop carpaccio with green asparagus, tomato jasmin and Kaviari oscietra caviar. Enjoy a complimentary mocktail or cocktail and a personalised "You & Your Mum" image card. At Butter, Mother's Day attractions include pound cakes such as a Blue Lotus and Jasmine Cheesecake, and a Jasmine Blue Moon Cake served with a pineapple and kaffir lime compote. These are complemented by a Blue Velvet Thai Tea Cake and Jasmine Chocolate Pralines. Available until Aug 12. 



Nobu Bangkok

[image: ]

On Aug 12, Nobu Bangkok will offer a four-course omakase menu for lunch. Every mother will receive a handcrafted floral garland. The omakase begins with Tuna tataki tofu sauce, Scallop aji amarillo corn rice, Umami duck breast and citrus jasmine.



Le Du Kaan

[image: ]

Le Du Kaan presents a dessert crafted just for Aug 12 -- the Jasmine Mousse Cake with lychee jelly, available during lunch and dinner. All parents will receive the complimentary special dessert when they simply become a Line friend of Le Du Kaan.



K by Vicky Cheng

[image: ]

K by Vicky Cheng is offering three revered delicacies for Mother's Day. Fish maw, Bird's nest and Dried abalone is part of the "Wellbeing" sharing set menu for four guests and begins with Shrimp roe prawn toast and Hot and sour soup with crab meat and fish maw, followed by Steamed Patagonian toothfish with soy sauce and River prawns with Chinese olive leaf and garlic, and more. Curated for six guests, the "Harmony" set menu features Chiu Chow style raw ama ebi and stuffed crab shell, and a whole 12-head fish maw in abalone sauce and whole bamboo fish with premium yellow Chinese wine sauce. For eight guests, the "Wholesome Family" set menu features some of the world's finest delicacies. Available for lunch and dinner from Aug 9-12, includes a welcome drink for every parent.



Goji Kitchen + Bar

[image: ]

Goji Kitchen + Bar at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park is celebrating Mother's Day with 10 days of culinary festivities that will showcase the freshest sustainable seafood. From Aug 8-17, there will be a series of dinners, Saturday lunches or Sunday brunches crafted for mothers. The experiences will present seafood cooked in a variety of Thai, Asian and international styles. Fish will be highlighted like Steamed pomfret with a choice of Chinese style sauces, Golden snapper either baked in a Mediterranean style or served as a fresh carpaccio or ceviche, and Sea bass in a trio of dishes: tom yum, baked in a herb and salt crust, or simply pan-seared. The celebrations include a special Mother's Day brunch and dinner on Aug 12.



The Crystal Grill House
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The Crystal Grill House is rolling out the red carpet for mums with a seafood dining experience. The "Mother's Day Special" is the Ocean Grill Platter with Whole king crab leg, Spanish octopus, Jumbo tiger prawns and Fresh scallops. Every mother will be treated to a complimentary mocktail. Available from Aug 8-12.



Ginger

[image: ]

On Aug 12, Ginger at Holiday Inn Bangkok will host the Mother's Day Lunch Buffet, with dishes like fresh seafood on ice, build-your-own salads, soups, cold cuts, cheeses, dim sum, sushi and an exciting range of hot selections from noodle, pasta and carving stations. The buffet also features a selection of Indian and Middle Eastern delights, a sizzling BBQ station, and beloved Thai and international mains. There will be live poolside cooking demonstrations of phad Thai goong and kanom babin. Mother's Day offers include "Mum Eats For Free With A Group Of 4 Paying Guests". Each mother will also receive a complimentary healthy drink.



Pavilion 

[image: ]

On Aug 12, Pavilion at the Dusit Thani Bangkok will offer a sharing menu crafted by chef Rosarin Sriprathum. Thai specialities and timeless dim sum favourites are prepared to delight every generation. Highlights include a Mangosteen salad with grilled river prawn and a Beef cheek curry. To end on a sweet note, savour the rare Emerald pandan dumplings in warm coconut milk. There will also be a jasmine flower arrangement activity.



Avani Ratchada Bangkok

[image: ]

On Aug 12, Avani Ratchada Bangkok will host the "Blossoms & Hugs: Mother's Day Flower Workshop" at Metro Lounge. The two-hour flower basket workshop invites you and your mother to create a floral arrangement under the guidance of a professional florist. As you design your blooming basket, sip on unlimited beverages with a curated selection of light snacks. There will also be a live solo piano performance. Book the workshop and enjoy a 25% discount on the Mother's Day Lunch Buffet at One Ratchada Restaurant. Plus, receive a complimentary Afternoon Tea Set for Two at Metro Lounge on your next visit. The restaurant will also offer a "Come 3, Pay 2" promotion from Aug 9-12 for the International Lunch Buffet and Seafood Dinner Buffet.  Nan Yuan Chinese Restaurant is offering an all-you-can-eat dim sum experience on Aug 12, with every mother enjoying a complimentary foie gras dim sum.



The Ritz-Carlton, Bangkok
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On Aug 12, Lily's will host  "The Art Of Gathering: Mother's Day Edition", an unhurried celebration that stretches the morning's leisure and culinary pleasures well into the afternoon. From 8am to 3pm, enjoy an extensive buffet with live-action kitchen moments, daytime cocktails and live music beginning at 11am. Timeless breakfast classics like eggs a la minute and pancakes flipped to order with seasonal specialties such as Truffle egg cocotte, Thai prawn omelette, Khao soi crab curry, Hay-smoked free-range chicken and Thai tea waffle will be on offer.

The "Adore Afternoon Tea For Mom" offers a personal celebration from Aug 9-17, at Caleo. The special edition afternoon tea offers Finger sandwiches, Freshly-baked scones and Thai-inspired desserts with a contemporary twist. Especially for the occasion, tables are adorned with delicate pastel blue flowers. As part of the experience, a Phuang Malai workshop will take place where guests can craft a personalised Thai jasmine garland complete with beaded letter charms spelling a name or heartfelt message as a timeless keepsake. 



Sirimahannop
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Sirimahannop celebrates Mother's Day with four days of delectable dishes and surprises crafted especially for mothers. The "Mother's Love Sharing Menu" is for two to four people with complimentary mocktails and a nine-course set menu. It includes three appetisers, four main courses and two desserts. The meal also comes with a group photo as a souvenir. Available from Aug 9-12.



Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok
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Celebrate Mother's Day with a "Joyful Brunch" at The Dining Room on Aug 12. All mothers will be greeted with a welcome mocktail and receive a complimentary jasmine pot as a token of appreciation.



Waldorf Astoria Bangkok
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Waldorf Astoria Bangkok's Front Room will offer a "Khanom Jeen" set menu, highlighting the rich flavours of Thailand's four regions from Aug 8-17. Enjoy Thai rice noodles served with nam ngiao, Southern curry with crab meat and soft-shell crab, Northeastern fish curry with fermented fish sauce and Sweet chilli and peanut sauce with tiger prawns and mung beans. All mothers will also receive a complimentary coconut jelly dessert. Bull & Bear will offer special dishes from Aug 9-12. Savour Lobster risotto, Teriyaki toothfish and Surf & turf featuring Wagyu tenderloin and sustainable Canadian lobster. Spend the afternoon on Mother's Day at Peacock Alley and enjoy a special afternoon tea. Mothers will receive a complimentary cocktail or mocktail along with a box of chocolate pralines.



Pullman Bangkok King Power
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On Aug 12, Pullman Bangkok King Power is offering a "Brunch Buffet" at the Infinity Ballroom. Indulge in an international buffet, featuring highlights such as pan-seared foie gras with brioche and Madeira jus, freshly prepared Alaskan king crab legs, premium fresh oysters, and red wine-braised short ribs with caramelised shallots. The legendary Suntaraporn Band will take the stage with their timeless melodies. Every mother will receive a complimentary Afternoon Tea voucher for two persons valid until Nov 12 and a jasmine plant. 



The Siam Tea Room

[image: ]

The Siam Tea Room at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park is offering six special dishes for Mother's Day, including Lotus wrap with crunchy mackerel flakes, ginger, chilli, lime, cashew nuts and aromatic shrimp paste; Garlic-fried mantis shrimp with spicy seafood sauce; and a fragrant Coconut and galangal soup with line-caught squid and spring tamarind leaves. The chef's recipe of Grilled tiger prawns with spiced star apple and mango salad and Deep-fried silver pomfret with Madan sauce, crispy shallots and dry chilli is also on the menu. The afternoon or evening concludes with a dessert of Aromatic candle-smoked rice flour with coconut, slow-cooked pandan and palm sugar. Available until Aug 12.

The Siam Tea Room at Asiatique The Riverfront is offering six dishes from Aug 8-15. With the "A Mother's Touch" menu, savour Sweet and sour salad with pork, chicken, shrimp, pork skin, dried squid, vegetables, mushrooms and boiled eggs; Fried pandan sticky rice stuffed with pork, served with fresh chilli pickle; or Crispy noodles with prawns, sour orange and pickled vegetables. Opt for the Singhalese-style chicken curry or Fried sea bass with turmeric and garlic with seafood sauce. Dessert is khanom krok.



Coba Bangkok
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Coba Bangkok is offering "A Table For Mom", a Mother's Day tasting menu by chef Olivier Limousin on Aug 12. The five-course journey honours mothers through every detail, from seasonal ingredients to elegant plating. Each mother will receive a signature takeaway dessert.



Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok 

[image: ]

Celebrate Mother's Day at Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok with a full day of relaxation and indulgence. Begin with pampering at AvaniSpa, where Mum can unwind with a tailored 120-minute "Mix & Match Your Way" treatment. Choose from a menu of facials, body scrubs, body massages, tension-releasing foot or head therapies. Available until Aug 31.    Continue the celebrations at Greenhouse Restaurant & Terrace Bar. The 90-minute a la carte buffet delivers freshly cooked Thai and international favourites to your table -- from Soft shell crab with garlic and chilli to Creamy truffle mushroom soup, and Crispy prawn with shallot and tamarind sauce. As a daily bonus, guests can enjoy more than 30 dim sum items, including Peking duck, Hong Kong-style crispy pork belly, Fried salted egg yolk lava buns and more. On Aug 12, mum dines for free when joining the buffet (up to two mums per table) and receives a complimentary slice of Mother's Day cake. 



Centara Grand at CentralWorld

[image: ]

On Aug 12, Centara Grand at CentralWorld is offering the "Come 4, Mum Dines Free" promotion, along with a complimentary jasmine plant for every mother. Treat mum to an  International Lunch Buffet at Ventisi. The buffet showcases a spread of culinary favourites, including fresh seafood on ice, sushi and sashimi, vibrant salads, classic Italian fare, and Thai comfort dishes, along with live cooking stations. The dessert selection includes house-baked pastries, artisan cheeses, and an array of sweet creations.

Until Aug 15, Spa Cenvaree will host the "Mother's Day 2025" spa package, a 90-minute aroma body massage using premium essential oils designed to calm the body and mind. Guests will also receive a complimentary gift set from Spa Cenvaree.



Crowne Plaza Bangkok Lumpini Park 

[image: ]

From Aug 9-12, Xin Tian Di will offer set menus, a la carte options and an all-you-can-eat dim sum. On Aug 12, a complimentary caricature gift will add a personal touch to Mother's Day festivities, along with special edible photo cakes. The Mother's Day set menu is inclusive of Chinese and chrysanthemum teas, and a complimentary box of light blue "Sew Tor".



Park Hyatt Bangkok

[image: ]

On Aug 10, Park Hyatt Bangkok's Penthouse Bar + Grill and Embassy Room La Marina will offer a brunch experience where mothers dine with for free with every table of four or more. A varied brunch menu spread of Tiger prawns, Fine de Claire oysters, Boudeuse oysters, House-made smoked Tasmanian salmon and Grilled Hokkaido scallops are on offer, among other delicacies. At Embassy Room La Marina, an unlimited selection of southern Italian dishes are on offer as part of the Sunday Brunch, with highlights such as fresh seafood platters, beef carpaccio, antipasti and egg dishes. On Aug 12, spend the afternoon at The Living Room, where mothers can enjoy the Citrus Afternoon Tea.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3082917/the-mother-of-all-thai-mothers-day-lists



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New movies out this week: Aug 7-13

									Two faiths combat one demonic enemy in 'Tha Rae'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Freakier Friday

Directed by Nisha Ganatra.

Who's in it? 

Jamie Lee Curtis, Lindsay Lohan and Julia Butters.

What's it about?

22 years after Tess and Anna endured an identity crisis, Anna now has a daughter and a soon-to-be stepdaughter. As they navigate the challenges that come when two families merge, Tess and Anna discover that lightning might strike twice.

Why watch it?

Mark Harmon's first non-NCIS (2003) related work in 13 years.
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Tha Rae

Directed by Taweewat Wantha.

Who's in it?

Jirayu Tangsrisuk, Phiravich Attachitsataporn, Thaneth Warakulnukroh and Nichaphat Chatchaipholrat.

What's it about? 

In Thailand's largest Catholic village, Tha Rae, a demon returns after 40 years, possessing a former priest and spreading terror. Traditional exorcism fails, forcing a by-the-book priest and a rogue shaman to join forces. Their clashing beliefs lead to an unorthodox battle against an entity beyond Christian understanding. As the village's fate hangs in the balance, faith and folklore must unite before the demon claims more souls turns his world upside down.

Why watch it? 

An evil that defies both faith and folklore.
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The Bad Guys 2

Directed by Pierre Perifel and JP Sans.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Sam Rockwell, Marc Maron and Craig Robinson.

What's it about? 

The Bad Guys are struggling to find trust and acceptance in their newly minted lives as Good Guys, when they are pulled out of retirement and forced to do "one last job" by an all-female squad of criminals.

Why watch it? 

The first Dreamworks Animation film to be partially animated at Sony Pictures Imageworks.



[image: ]

Weapons

Directed by Zach Cregger.

Who's in it?

Julia Garner, Josh Brolin and Alden Ehrenreich.

What's it about? 

When all but one child from the same class mysteriously vanish on the same night at exactly the same time, a community is left questioning who or what is behind their disappearance.

Why watch it? 

The film was said to bear similarities to the films of Bong-Joon Ho along with late 90s/early 2000s horror mystery movies like "The Ring", "What Lies Beneath" and "Sleepy Hollow".



[image: ]

Stans (Eminem & His Biggest Fans)

Directed by Steven Leckart.

Who's in it? 

Eminem and his biggest fans

What's it about? 

Released in 2000, Eminem's song Stan -- about an obsessive, unstable fan -- remains iconic. So iconic that the term stan was officially added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2017. In the song, the titular character handwrites a series of emotional letters to Eminem, repeating the line: "I'm just like you". That refrain serves as a guiding light for this unconventional and fully authorised feature, which follows a highly curated cast of real-life stans whose deep personal connections to Eminem mirror some of the themes found throughout his lyrics.

Why watch it?

More than just an exploration of fandom, the film examines the complicated relationship between one of the world's most private artists and his massive public persona. Through stylised recreations, rare archival footage, intimate interviews and an exclusive original interview with Eminem, it offers a raw, loud, and revealing journey across his career -- and the passionate audience that has grown with him.



Premieres on Aug 9
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SM Town Live 2025: The Culture, The Future

Who's in it? 

SM Town.

What's it about? 

An ongoing concert tour by SM Town. The tour began on January 11 with two shows in Seoul, South Korea, and is set to conclude on Aug 10 in Tokyo, Japan. 

Why watch it? 

The tour commemorates the label's 30th anniversary.



Premieres on Aug 10
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Hyde [Inside] Live 2025 World Tour Beauty & The Beast 

Who's in it? 

Hyde.

What's it about? 

The concert, which will be held on Sunday, Aug 10 at KT Zepp Yokohama, Japan, will be broadcast live worldwide. The 1F area will be divided into a female (Beauty) and male (Beast) standing zone, creating a unique and new experience.

Why watch it? 

The newest instalment expands the show in a five-month tour across South America, Asia and Europe, making it his grandest scale world tour to date.

[image: ]

Runseokjin EP Tour in Amsterdam: Live Viewing

What's it about? 

A cinema broadcast of BTS Jin's first-ever solo tour, live from the Ziggo Dome in Amsterdam.
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									Dangerous dreams: Inside internet's 'sleepmaxxing' craze

									
								

									WASHINGTON - From mouth taping to rope-assisted neck swinging, a viral social media trend is promoting extreme bedtime routines that claim to deliver perfect sleep -- despite scant medical evidence and potential safety risks.
									Influencers on platforms including TikTok and X are fuelling a growing wellness obsession popularly known as "sleepmaxxing," a catch-all term for activities and products aimed at optimising sleep quality.

The explosive rise of the trend -- generating tens of millions of posts -- underscores social media's power to legitimise unproven health practices, particularly as tech platforms scale back content moderation.

One so-called insomnia cure involves people hanging by their necks with ropes or belts and swinging their bodies in the air.

"Those who try it claim their sleep problems have significantly improved," said one clip on X that racked up more than 11 million views.

Experts have raised alarm about the trick, following a Chinese state broadcaster's report that attributed at least one fatality in China last year to a similar "neck hanging" routine.

Such sleepmaxxing techniques are "ridiculous, potentially harmful, and evidence-free," Timothy Caulfield, a misinformation expert from the University of Alberta in Canada, told AFP.

"It is a good example of how social media can normalize the absurd."

Another popular practice is taping of the mouth for sleep, promoted as a way to encourage nasal breathing. Influencers claim it offers broad benefits, from better sleep and improved oral health to reduced snoring.

But a report from George Washington University found that most of these claims were not supported by medical research.

Experts have also warned the practice could be dangerous, particularly for those suffering from sleep apnea, a condition that disrupts breathing during sleep.

Other unfounded tricks touted by sleepmaxxing influencers include wearing blue- or red-tinted glasses, using weighted blankets, and eating two kiwis just before bed.

'Damaging'

"My concern with the 'sleepmaxxing' trend -- particularly as it's presented on platforms like TikTok -- is that much of the advice being shared can be actively unhelpful, even damaging, for people struggling with real sleep issues," Kathryn Pinkham, a Britain-based insomnia specialist, told AFP.

"While some of these tips might be harmless for people who generally sleep well, they can increase pressure and anxiety for those dealing with chronic insomnia or other persistent sleep problems."

While sound and sufficient sleep is considered a cornerstone of good health, experts warn that the trend may be contributing to orthosomnia, an obsessive preoccupation with achieving perfect sleep.

"The pressure to get perfect sleep is embedded in the sleepmaxxing culture," said Eric Zhou of Harvard Medical School.

"While prioritising restful sleep is commendable, setting perfection as your goal is problematic. Even good sleepers vary from night to night."

Pinkham added that poor sleep was often fuelled by the "anxiety to fix it," a fact largely unacknowledged by sleepmaxxing influencers.

"The more we try to control sleep with hacks or rigid routines, the more vigilant and stressed we become -- paradoxically making sleep harder," Pinkham said.

Beauty over health

Many sleepmaxxing posts focus on enhancing physical appearance rather than improving health, reflecting an overlap with "looksmaxxing" -- another online trend that encourages unproven and sometimes dangerous techniques to boost sexual appeal.

Some sleepmaxxing influencers have sought to profit from the trend's growing popularity, promoting products such as mouth tapes, sleep-enhancing drink powders, and "sleepmax gummies" containing melatonin.

That may be in violation of legal norms in some countries like Britain, where melatonin is available only as a prescription drug.

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine has recommended against using melatonin to treat insomnia in adults, citing inconsistent medical evidence regarding its effectiveness.

Some medical experts also caution about the impact of the placebo effect on insomnia patients using sleep medication -- when people report real improvement after taking a fake or nonexistent treatment because of their beliefs.

"Many of these tips come from non-experts and aren't grounded in clinical evidence," said Pinkham.

"For people with genuine sleep issues, this kind of advice often adds pressure rather than relief."
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									Rare 'Hobbit' first edition auctioned for B1.85m

									
								

									LONDON - A rare first edition of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit sold for PS43,000 (1.85 million baht at auction on Wednesday, after it was found during a house clearance in southwest England.
									Purchased by a private collector in the United Kingdom, the book is one of 1,500 original copies of the British author's seminal fantasy novel that were published in 1937.

Of those, only "a few hundred are believed to still remain", according to the auction house Auctioneum, which discovered the book on an bookcase at a home in Bristol.

Bidders from around the world drove the price up by more than four times what the auction house expected for the manuscript.

"It's a wonderful result, for a very special book," said Auctioneum rare books specialist Caitlin Riley.

"The surviving books from the initial print run are now considered some of the most sought-after books in modern literature," Auctioneum said in a statement. 

Auctioneum unearthed the book during a routine house clearance after its owner passed away.

"Nobody knew it was there," Riley said. "It was just a run-of-the-mill bookcase."

"It was clearly an early Hobbit at first glance, so I just pulled it out and began to flick through it, never expecting it to be a true first edition," she said.

"I couldn't believe my eyes," she added, calling it an "unimaginably rare find".

The copy is bound in light green cloth and features rare black-and-white illustrations by Tolkien, who created his beloved Middle Earth universe while he was a professor at the University of Oxford.

The book was passed down in the family library of Hubert Priestley, a botanist connected to the university.

"It is likely that both men knew each other," according to Auctioneum, which said Priestley and Tolkien shared mutual correspondence with author C.S. Lewis, who was also at Oxford.

The Hobbit, which was followed by the epic series The Lord of the Rings, has sold more than 100 million copies worldwide.

The sagas were turned into a hit movie franchise in the 2000s.

A first edition of The Hobbit with a handwritten note in Elvish by the author sold for PS137,000 at Sotheby's in June 2015.
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									Walt Disney and Shopee team up for Super Brand Day

									
								

									Walt Disney Thailand and Shopee are celebrating seven years of partnership with the launch of the Funtastic Bazaar 2025 campaign in line with Shopee Super Brand Day.
									With more than 8,000 items from popular brands along with great deals and special promotional offers, the campaign is set to immerse Disney fans and shoppers nationwide in fun with an extensive selection of Disney products at great prices over a period of three months from now until Oct 31.

This year's campaign presents new collections of quality products from famous brands across Thailand, featuring designs of favourite characters from Walt Disney franchises including Disney, Pixar, Marvel and Star Wars.

The variety spans home furnishings from Disney Home; gifts, stationery and gadgets from UNO (A-Home) and Moshi Moshi; smartphone and tablet accessories from Sheep; bed linen with character designs from Toto Bedding; tumblers featuring adorable designs from IGNITE; licensed clothing from Characters Studio and VATANA; home appliances from Lotus's; and more.

On Aug 14, there will be up to 50% discount codes and cashback deals as well as other special discount from Shopee Live. Moreover, Shopee will also launch up to 500 baht discount codes on the 15th and 25th of each month. Meanwhile, the 8.8 deal which takes place tomorrow also features up to 30% Mall Xtra discount codes and free shipping.

Also, Shopee 9.9 on Sept 9 is set to be the ultimate Shopping Day of the Year, featuring 30% Xtra Shop discount codes, a chance to win gold, express delivery and free delivery.

From Sept 4-7, there will also be the Disney Toy Expo 2025 where Shopee Live sessions are designed for real-time shopping fun with big surprises and exclusive discounts including up to 50% discount codes.

For more information, visit shopee.co.th.
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									Find the perfect gift for mum at Central Embassy

									
								

									To celebrate Mother's Day and the many facets of mother's love, Central Embassy presents thoughtfully curated experiences during "Dear Mum, Our Guiding Grace", until Aug 12.
									Everyone is invited to find the perfect gift that reflects their love for mum at the Gift Market on the 5th floor. Presented there is a curated selection of lifestyle products, handmade crafts, gourmet treats and stylish home decor from over 17 quality brands, including Frying Pan Bakery & Etc, Lavy, My 1989 Brand, Qing Fu Cha, Wannabe Free, Glamorous Jewelry and Vianna.

Running on the same floor daily from 11am to 7pm starting Saturday will be "Papercraft Workshop by Nichamarin". The renowned paper artist will conduct two creative sessions -- "Mother's Day Bouquet Card", an adorable handcrafted paper flower card, and "Mum & Me Frame", a charming handmade paper frame. The fee is 390 and 790 baht, respectively.

Alternatively, go up to Open House on the 6th floor to explore a vibrant craft market, join personalised creative workshops and enjoy exclusive perks and special activities from surrounding stores, from Friday until Aug 12.

The craft market will gather over 20 pop-up shops, offering beautifully handcrafted items ideal for celebrating meaningful moments with mum.

Participating shops include Poll.Projects, Craftsoul.Official, Magic.Hands.Official, Chavee.Vibes, Cherie.Store, Nidle & Things and Hela Craft Home.

Three DIY workshops will be arranged at The Steps daily from 11am to 8pm, with each session lasting from 20 to 30 minutes and limited to five participants. They include "Botanical Candle", "Bloom & Letter" and "Ceramic Paint". The first two workshops are open to those who spend at least 500 baht at the craft market or within the Open House, while the fee for the last workshop is 390 baht. Seats are limited.

Also, enjoy exclusive offers from participating shops and restaurants located on the 5th floor and within the Open House.

Visit facebook.com/centralembassy.
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									Begin your startup journey  at MHESI Fair 2025

									
								

									Aspiring entrepreneurs, students, startups, SMEs, researchers and innovation enthusiasts are invited to ignite their ideas and discover new inspiration at the Technology and Innovation-Based Enterprise Development Fund (TED Fund) Booth during MHESI Fair 2025, which will take place at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center's Hall 1-4, Ratchadaphisek Road, from Saturday until Aug 17.
									Held under the theme "Empower Ideas, Nurture Dreams, Grow Startups", the booth is located in Zone C: Innovator Playground, a dynamic space dedicated to nurturing the next generation of innovators and driving Thai businesses towards a sustainable future. This is an opportunity to get in-depth insights into funding programmes and application criteria, learn from real success stories of entrepreneurs who have turned their ideas into thriving businesses and explore programmes such as the TED Youth Startup and other initiatives that support transforming ideas into real-world ventures.

There will also be free expert consultations on how to apply for funding and develop a strong business plan and fun activities and games to win exciting souvenirs throughout the event. The booth is presented by the TED Fund, under the Office of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI).

Call 02-333-3700 ext 4074.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 6-12

									8 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Prime Video and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Platonic: Season 2

Picks up with everyone's favourite pair of best friends as they contend with new midlife hurdles, including work, weddings and partners in crises. The duo tries their best to be each other's rock -- but sometimes rocks break things.



HBO/ HBO MAX

[image: ]

Sonic The Hedgehog 3

Premieres on Aug 9

Sonic, Knuckles and Tails reunite against a powerful new adversary, Shadow, a mysterious villain with powers unlike anything they have faced before.

[image: ]

Hard Knocks: Training Camp With The Buffalo Bills

Premieres on Aug 6 

The annually-produced documentary series will give viewers an intimate look inside the Bills' summertime operations over the course of five episodes.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

The Pickup

Premieres on Aug 6

In the action-comedy, a routine cash pickup takes a wild turn when two mismatched armored truck drivers, Russell and Travis, are ambushed by ruthless criminals led by a savvy mastermind, Zoe, with plans that go way beyond the cash cargo. As chaos unfolds around them, the unlikely duo must navigate high-risk danger, clashing personalities, and one very bad day that keeps getting worse.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Wednesday: Season 2 Part 1

Premieres on Aug 6

Wednesday Addams returns to prowl the Gothic halls of Nevermore Academy, where fresh foes and woes await.

[image: ]

Halabala (Survival Cut)

Premieres on Aug 11

A police lieutenant must leave his pregnant wife alone while he hunts down a gang leader in a foreboding jungle, only for true evil to manifest at home. 

[image: ]

Secret: A Hidden Score

Premieres on Aug 11

Returning to Japan after a painful experience abroad, an aspiring concert pianist meets a fellow student who helps him rediscover the joys of life.

[image: ]

Final Draft

Premieres on Aug 12

Twenty-five athletes, most retired, compete to win 30M yen to launch their second career. Can they overcome tough physical and psychological challenges?
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									Shot-in-Thailand 'Alien: Earth' drops on Aug 13 with two episodes

									Alien's first series also features Thai talents
								

									After teasing (and scaring) us with several teasers, we finally get official updates on "Alien: Earth", slated to be released in Thailand on Aug 13 via Disney+ Hotstar Thailand.   
									[image: ]

The new chapter of Alien, the legendary sci-fi horror franchise, will bring a battle for survival between mankind and the Xenomorphs on Earth. FX's "Alien: Earth", the first live-action series in the Alien universe, marks the arrival of the Xenomorphs on our planet for the first time, discounting its appearances in two offshoot Alien vs Predator films. "Alien: Earth" was created by Emmy and Peabody Award-winner Noah Hawley, with executive producers Ridley Scott (who started the franchise), David W. Zucker, Joseph Iberti, Dana Gonzales and Clayton Krueger.

[image: ]

Alien: Earth is brought to life by FX Productions, the studio behind 2024's multi-award-winning FX's Shogun. With all of its principal photography completed on location across Thailand, the series transforms futuristic buildings in Bangkok and natural vistas in Surat Thani, Krabi and Phang Nga into a 2120 Earth where humans, cyborgs, synthetics and hybrids fight for survival against terrifying alien threats.

[image: ]

Set two years before the events of the first Alien film, Alien: Earth takes place during the height of the "Corporate Era", where Earth is ruled by five mega-corporations: Prodigy, Weyland-Yutani, Lynch, Dynamic and Threshold. The game changes when Prodigy's young founder and CEO Boy Kavalier pioneers a revolutionary breakthrough, creating "Hybrids", artificial humanoids implanted with human consciousness. The first prototype is Wendy (portrayed by Sydney Chandler), as fans have already seen in the teasers. 

[image: ]

Disaster strikes when the deep-space research vessel USCSS Maginot, owned by Weyland-Yutani, crashes on Earth forcing Wendy and a tactical team of Hybrids into a mission that leads them face-to-face with unspeakable horrors, with the Xenomorph being the deadliest.

[image: ]

Led by Chandler, the series features an expansive international cast, including Timothy Olyphant as Kirsh (Wendy's mentor), Alex Lawther as Hermit (medic), Samuel Blenkin as Boy Kavalier and Babou Ceesay as Morrow (cyborg). The series also features a line-up of Thai talents, including Maethi "Tayme" Thapthimthong (aka "The White Lotus"' Gai Tok), Prinya "Way" Intachai, Nut Devahastin na Ayudhya, Tanapol "Nong" Chaksrida and Sahajak Boonthanakit. 

[image: ]

The highly anticipated series will debut with the first two episodes on Aug 13 at 7am on Disney+ Hotstar Thailand. A new episode from the eight-part first season will premiere on Wednesdays at the same time. Thai subtitles and Thai dubbing are available.
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									YouTube, others 'turning a blind eye' to child abuse material

									Watchdog singles out YouTube, Apple for inadequate reporting, as YouTube says it removes over 99% of all abuse material
								

									SYDNEY -- Australia's internet watchdog has said the world's biggest social media firms are still "turning a blind eye" to online child sex abuse material on their platforms, and said YouTube in particular had been unresponsive to its enquiries.
									In a report released on Wednesday, the eSafety Commissioner said YouTube, along with Apple, failed to track the number of user reports it received of child sex abuse appearing on their platforms and also could not say how long it took them to respond to such reports.

The Australian government decided last week to include YouTube in its world-first social media ban for teenagers, following eSafety's advice to overturn its planned exemption for the Alphabet-owned Google's video-sharing site.

"When left to their own devices, these companies aren't prioritising the protection of children and are seemingly turning a blind eye to crimes occurring on their services," eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman Grant said in a statement.

"No other consumer-facing industry would be given the licence to operate by enabling such heinous crimes against children on their premises, or services."

A Google spokesperson said "eSafety's comments are rooted in reporting metrics, not online safety performance", adding that YouTube's systems proactively removed over 99% of all abuse content before being flagged or viewed.

"Our focus remains on outcomes and detecting and removing (child sexual exploitation and abuse) on YouTube," the spokesperson said in a statement.

Meta - owner of Facebook, Instagram and Threads, three of the biggest platforms with more than 3 billion users worldwide - has said it prohibits graphic videos.

The eSafety Commissioner, an office set up to protect internet users, has mandated Apple, Discord, Google, Meta, Microsoft, Skype, Snap and WhatsApp to report on the measures they take to address child exploitation and abuse material in Australia.

The report on their responses so far found a "range of safety deficiencies on their services which increases the risk that child sexual exploitation and abuse material and activity appear on the services".

Safety gaps included failures to detect and prevent livestreaming of the material or block links to known child abuse material, as well as inadequate reporting mechanisms.

It said platforms were also not using "hash-matching" technology on all parts of their services to identify images of child sexual abuse by checking them against a database. Google has said before that its anti-abuse measures include hash-matching technology and artificial intelligence (AI).

The Australian regulator said some providers had not made improvements to address these safety gaps on their services despite it putting them on notice in previous years.

"In the case of Apple services and Google's YouTube, they didn't even answer our questions about how many user reports they received about child sexual abuse on their services or details of how many trust and safety personnel Apple and Google have on-staff," Inman Grant said.
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