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India, Once America's Counterweight to China, Is Now Facing Trump's Wrath

With threats of tariffs up to 50 percent, President Trump seems to be scrapping America's plan to turn India into a counterweight to China, declaring instead that it is a "dead economy."

President Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India at the White House in February. Mr. Trump later stunned India with threats of tariffs of up to 50 percent. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Alex Travelli
Reporting from New Delhi


Aug 06, 2025 at 06:13 PM

President Trump all but declared economic war against India on Wednesday, threatening to add a 25 percent punitive tariff for India's purchases of Russian oil on top of a 25 percent tariff he announced last week. In his second term, Mr. Trump had been expected to marshal India as a friendly counterweight to the challenge posed by China.

But added together, the 50 percent tariff paints India as a political enemy, putting it in the company of Brazil, whose leftist president sparred with Mr. Trump when the country was threatened with a similarly punishing tariff rate. The crisis between India and the United States suddenly looks much bigger than the terms of trade.

The onslaught against India started on July 30, when Mr. Trump declared that India's economy was "dead." Until that point, his administration had been angling to reduce India's trade barriers, but said nothing about its two years of buying Russian oil at a wartime discount.

Before the shock of Mr. Trump's announcement in April of sweeping global tariffs, the world's two largest democracies seemed to be enjoying the friendship that its leaders had forged.

At a meeting with Mr. Trump at the White House in February, India's prime minister, Narendra Modi, described India's intention to become one of the world's most advanced economies, with the United States as a partner.

"In the language of America, it's 'Make India Great Again' -- MIGA," he said. "When America and India work together, this MAGA plus MIGA becomes a 'mega partnership for prosperity.'" Mr. Trump smiled.

Left unmentioned but lingering just out of sight was China, the only country with a population to rival India's and an economy to stand in its way. China is also far and away America's most important economic competitor. Together, the United States and India were seen as ready to use each other to try to restrain China's might.

Total trade between the United States and India was roughly $130 billion last year. India's top exports to America include pharmaceuticals, auto parts, electrical goods and gemstones.

Mr. Modi's confidence in enlisting the United States in its economic rise was well grounded. U.S. administrations have been courting India as a geopolitical ally for more than a quarter century, since India announced its nuclear arsenal as a deterrent, it said, to China.

And American dollars have poured into India as China's economy has matured and become more assertive. The Covid-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine were the catalysts for a surge in investment. Multinational companies grew excited about doing business in India, to reduce the risk of exposure to China, as it girds for a trade war with the United States and possibly a real war with Taiwan. Manufacturing and professional services led the way.

Multinational companies had banked on India's future growth, with its young population and strong political stability. Saumya Khandelwal for The New York Times


Wall Street followed, banking on the future growth of India, with its relatively young population and enviable political stability.

But over the past week, Mr. Trump's escalating attacks on India have suddenly undermined this joint venture and sent reverberations throughout the business worlds of both countries. On Wednesday, an executive order by Mr. Trump said that India would face an extra 25 percent tariff starting on Aug. 27 if it continued to buy oil from Russia. That levy on Indian goods imported into the United States would come on top of a 25 percent tariff that Mr. Trump announced last week, which is set to take effect on Thursday and on its own ranks as one of the highest rates in Asia.

India's foreign ministry responded to Mr. Trump's executive order on Wednesday, reiterating that the country's motives for importing oil from Russia were tied to the energy needs of its 1.4 billion people. It was "extremely unfortunate that the U.S. should choose to impose additional tariffs on India for actions that several other countries are also taking in their own national interest," the ministry's statement said. Indian officials signaled over the weekend that they did not intend to stop buying Russian oil.

With his tariff threats, Mr. Trump has thrown months of trade talks between both countries into question. Just a couple weeks ago, negotiators and business leaders sounded upbeat. Even with some difficult details to be settled, the expectation was that India and the United States mean too much to each other to let a global trade war tear them apart.

Mr. Modi was one of the first world leaders to visit Mr. Trump in Washington after he returned to the White House in January. The two men had long shared what was by all appearances a close relationship. As political leaders, both are regarded as strongmen.

The United States was earlier on wary of Mr. Modi, who had been denied a visa to the United States on the grounds that he played a role in the deadly anti-Muslim riots in 2002. But he was embraced when he became prime minister in 2014.

A Foxconn dormitory being built in June near Bengaluru, where workers assembling Apple's iPhone will live. Companies like Apple have poured billions into India. Saumya Khandelwal for The New York Times


Part of the calculation was based on security and the possible future of military alliances across Asia. Yet, India's attractive qualities as a partner in defense always hinged on the promise of its economy.

Companies like Apple have poured billions into India, which in 2023 eclipsed China in population, with eyes on India's domestic market and its capacity to export manufactured goods to the United States and elsewhere. Those investments were supposed to be better than profitable; they were supposed to reduce or eliminate everyone's dependence on China to be the factory of the world.

The 25 percent tariff alone, already much higher than Asian competitors' like Vietnam, Japan and South Korea, would reduce the viability of such a trade. A 50 percent tariff would kill it.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump took aim at two other industries that were explicitly being developed in India as an alternative to China.

Pharmaceuticals, where India has world-beating advantages and sells more than $10 billion a year to the United States, is to face a special tariff that could eventually reach 250 percent, Mr. Trump said, to be announced "within a week or so." Eli Lilly, as one of many American corporations that have invested in India, for example, recently invested $3 billion in an Indian factory. India makes nearly 40 percent of the generic drugs bought in the United States.

India exports more than $10 billion worth of pharmaceuticals to the United States annually. The industry may soon face a special tariff that could eventually reach 250 percent. Amit Dave/Reuters


Mr. Trump's plan is to bring back manufacturing to the United States, which is also the reason he has given for imposing another special tariff on semiconductors. Unfortunately for Indian and American companies, and some in East Asia too, everyone has been spending to make India competitive in this sector. Micron, based in Idaho, has taken advantage of Indian government subsidies to put $2.5 billion into building chip-making facilities in Mr. Modi's home state of Gujarat.

High finance has also followed bricks-and-mortar businesses. The Indian stock market has been on a bull run, finding enthusiastic new buyers among middle-class Indians. That made foreign investors eager for private deals. Stephen Schwarzman, the chief executive of Blackstone, a New York investment firm, said this year that it was putting $11 billion into Indian data centers to fuel the global artificial intelligence boom.

A Mumbai-based investment professional, who was not authorized to speak publicly, said there was much more at stake in these investments than their dollar value.

Bets like Blackstone's are about the future of business between India, China and the United States, he said, and bring expertise from one economy to another. India was benefiting from that. But now it looks like a vulnerability.

The rupture of the relationship has generated huge uncertainty. Who wants to be responsible for making the next big bet?

Since the pandemic, more companies have turned to India to reduce their reliance on China. Gabriela Bhaskar for The New York Times


Some parts of the U.S.-Indian equation look relatively secure. The trade in goods between the two countries has never been as important to their economic relationship as their trade in services, and other people-to-people exchanges. Indians are just as present in American boardrooms as American-trained Indians are in Mumbai's corner offices.

One aspect of this exchange, the proliferation of globally integrated, high-end offices in India -- first in information technology and then across the professions -- has remained a bright spot. Worth $65 billion last year, it is more valuable than the total trade deficit in goods. China does not hold a candle to India's ability as a hub for office work other countries send its way.

As frightening as the new tariffs are for many Indian factories, most American investors who have built stakes in India are not yet fleeing.

They do, however, remember what happened in 2020, when India and China traded blows at their border and 24 soldiers were killed. Almost overnight, Chinese companies were forced to ditch their Indian investments at a loss.

A war of words and tariffs is different, of course. But Indian and American cooperation around China is no longer something that anyone can count on.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/06/business/india-china-trump-tariffs.html
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China Turns to A.I. in Information Warfare

Documents examined by researchers show how one company in China has collected data on members of Congress and other influential Americans.

The Chinese technology company GoLaxy tracked people in Hong Kong as it sought to counter opposition to the 2020 Hong Kong National Security Law.



By Julian E. Barnes
Julian Barnes, who covers the U.S. intelligence agencies for The Times, learned about the GoLaxy documents through Vanderbilt University's Institute of National Security, where he is a nonresident fellow this year.


Aug 06, 2025 at 04:24 PM

The Chinese government is using companies with expertise in artificial intelligence to monitor and manipulate public opinion, giving it a new weapon in information warfare, according to current and former U.S. officials and documents unearthed by researchers.

One company's internal documents show how it has undertaken influence campaigns in Hong Kong and Taiwan, and collected data on members of Congress and other influential Americans.

While the firm has not mounted a campaign in the United States, American spy agencies have monitored its activity for signs that it might try to influence American elections or political debates, former U.S. officials said.

Artificial intelligence is increasingly the new frontier of espionage and malign influence operations, allowing intelligence services to conduct campaigns far faster, more efficiently and on a larger scale than ever before.

The Chinese government has long struggled to mount information operations targeting other countries, lacking the aggressiveness or effectiveness of Russian intelligence agencies. But U.S. officials and experts say that advances in A.I. could help China overcome its weaknesses.

A new technology can track public debates of interest to the Chinese government, offering the ability to monitor individuals and their arguments as well as broader public sentiment. The technology also has the promise of mass-producing propaganda that can counter shifts in public opinion at home and overseas.

China's emerging capabilities come as the U.S. government pulls back efforts to counter foreign malign influence campaigns.

U.S. spy agencies still collect information about foreign manipulation, but the Trump administration has dismantled the teams at the State Department, the F.B.I. and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency that warned the public about potential threats. In the last presidential election, the campaigns included Russian videos denigrating Vice President Kamala Harris and falsely claiming that ballots had been destroyed.

The new technology allows the Chinese company GoLaxy to go beyond the election influence campaigns undertaken by Russia in recent years, according to the documents.

It is not clear from the documents how effective GoLaxy's campaigns in Taiwan, Hong Kong and inside China have been, or whether its technology can do all that it promises.

In a statement, GoLaxy denied that it was creating any sort of "bot network or psychological profiling tour" or that it had done any work related to Hong Kong or other elections. It called the information presented by The New York Times about the company "misinformation."

"GoLaxy's products are mainly based on open-source data, without specially collecting data targeting U.S. officials," the firm said.

A GoLaxy booth at a technology conference in 2022. Fang Jianfei/VCG, via Getty Images


After being contacted by The Times, GoLaxy began altering its website, removing references to its national security work on behalf of the Chinese government.

The documents examined by researchers appear to have been leaked by a disgruntled employee upset about wages and working conditions at the company. While most of the documents are not dated, the majority of those that include dates are from 2020, 2022 and 2023. They were obtained by Vanderbilt University's Institute of National Security, a nonpartisan research and educational center that studies cybersecurity, intelligence and other critical challenges.

Publicly, GoLaxy advertises itself as a firm that gathers data and analyzes public sentiment for Chinese companies and the government. But in the documents, which were reviewed by The Times, the company privately claims that it can use a new technology to reshape and influence public opinion on behalf of the Chinese government.

The company explains how precisely it can aim its efforts at individual social media and internet users by using a technology called the Smart Propaganda System, or GoPro.

The Vanderbilt researchers Brett J. Goldstein and Brett V. Benson revealed the existence of the documents in a guest essay for The New York Times Opinion section, arguing that GoLaxy is able to mine social media profiles and then create content that can produce customized content that "feels authentic, adapts in real-time and avoids detection." The result, they said, is a "propaganda engine" that can generate far more material than seen before.

"A.I.-driven propaganda is no longer a hypothetical future threat," they wrote. "It is operational, sophisticated and already reshaping how public opinion can be manipulated on a large scale."

Experts say the firm is rapidly adopting China's advanced artificial intelligence technologies, which, according to the internal company documents, should allow GoLaxy to undertake influence operations that are far more sophisticated than foreign governments have previously been able to conduct.

In traditional influence operations -- think Russia's social media efforts in 2016 to spread chaos in the United States -- disinformation had to be made piece by piece. Automated bots could amplify certain messages, but countries like Russia needed to build troll farms, operations using dozens or hundreds of people, to write fake posts, sometimes in halting English. The disinformation the troll farms could spread was limited.

GoLaxy's technology has the potential to upend the influence business.

Just as artificial intelligence can help American high school students instantly write out hard-to-tell-they-are-fake papers for their classes, foreign governments can use the new technology to create far more believable propaganda on a far greater scale.

According to the documents, GoLaxy's new technology has the promise to automatically track broad swings in public opinion, as well as the arguments of specific influential individuals.

GoLaxy's public-facing platform, according to its website, has begun using DeepSeek, an advanced artificial intelligence model developed by a Chinese company. GoLaxy can quickly craft responses that reinforce the Chinese government's views and counter opposing arguments. Once put into use, such posts could drown out organic debate with propaganda.

The company can collect data from an array of Chinese and Western social media companies. According to the documents, it brings in tens of millions of pieces of data, including posts and user data, from Weibo, a popular social media platform, 1.8 million articles per day from WeChat, four million social media posts from X and 10,000 Facebook posts, all to amass and refine profiles on individuals.

The company is searching for political commentary that bolsters views that Beijing supports and also develops messaging to counter opinions the Chinese Communist Party is trying to stamp out. That has included criticism of China's Covid policies, opposition to China's increasing control over Hong Kong, and support for the ruling party of Taiwan, according to the internal company documents.

GoPro "already possesses the ability to be aware of political situations, target in real time, create high-quality content and perform rapid counterattacks," the company says, adding that the new system "has already produced certain political effects in relevant state departments."

The company, according to documents, has done work for China's intelligence, including the Ministry of State Security -- the country's main spy agency -- and internal security agencies.

Former U.S. officials said that American spy agencies had information confirming those partnerships.

The company's work, according to current and former American officials, is aligned with China's national security strategy, an assessment that the documents buttress.

Evoking a phrase used by Mao Zedong, the company suggests that its technology will be essential to help China prevail over the West.

The GoPro system, the company says, will become a "technological platform that can truly tell China's story, amplify China's voice and expand China's influence, as well as providing comprehensive technological support to quickly make 'the easterly wind overpowering the westerly wind' a reality."

James Mulvenon, who has studied Chinese information operations, said that GoLaxy had been gathering huge amounts of data on potential targets of the Chinese state and using artificial intelligence to develop new propaganda tools.

"GoLaxy is an incredibly important company," said Mr. Mulvenon, who is also the chief intelligence officer at Pamir Consulting, which analyzes risks for businesses in China. "It is deeply tied into the Chinese government's security apparatus and the military. They are building new tools that are proposing to do a better job at information operations."

GoLaxy appears to have focused most of its efforts on collecting information on the Chinese population, as well as Hong Kong and Taiwan.

But it claims in a document that it has assembled virtual profiles on 117 current and former members of Congress, including Representatives Byron Donalds of Florida, Chip Roy of Texas and Andy Biggs of Arizona. All of the representatives listed in the documents obtained by the Vanderbilt researchers were Republicans, though it is likely that the firm also collected information on Democrats.

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times

 Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times

 Eric Lee for The New York Times

GoLaxy claimed in a document to have virtual profiles on, from left, Representatives Chip Roy of Texas, Byron Donalds of Florida and Andy Biggs of Arizona, among other Republican members of Congress. It is likely that the firm also collected information on Democrats. New York Times photographs by Kenny Holston, Maansi Srivastava and Eric Lee

In addition, according to the documents, GoLaxy tracks and collects information on more than 2,000 American political and public figures, 4,000 right-wing influencers and supporters of President Trump, in addition to journalists, scholars and entrepreneurs.

The documents do not show how detailed the data on American politicians might be, nor does GoLaxy say what it is doing with the information. But U.S. officials have long claimed that China tracks American politicians' policy positions on issues of importance to Beijing.

Former U.S. officials said that while China tried to meddle in some local elections in 2024, it stayed largely on the sidelines of the presidential vote, and the U.S. saw no evidence that GoLaxy conducted influence operations in the United States.

The Chinese government may not direct GoLaxy's day-to-day activities, but current and former officials say there is little doubt that the firm's information operations are endorsed by the Chinese government and that the Communist Party has ultimate control over the firm.

Sugon, a state-controlled super computing company that is on the U.S. government's export black list, is an investor. And GoLaxy was founded by the Chinese Academy of Sciences, a state-owned institution, according to GoLaxy's website and the documents.

"The company publicly says they are developing generative A.I. capabilities for national strategic missions," said Jimmy Goodrich, a China researcher and senior adviser to the RAND Corporation for technology analysis. "This is an extension of a state institution."

A Sugon booth at the World Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai in July. Sugon, a state-controlled super computing company that is on the U.S. government's export black list, is an investor in GoLaxy. Ying Tang/NurPhoto, via Associated Press


In its statement GoLaxy said that it was a "purely independent commercial enterprise that is not affiliated with any government agency or organization."

During China's Covid lockdown, GoLaxy tried to amplify Elon Musk's praise of the Chinese government's pandemic policies to rebut Western criticism and boost public support for Beijing's "Zero Covid" policy, according to the documents. Those efforts used fake Facebook accounts much like Russian troll farms. It did not seem to have made much difference. Public opposition eventually forced the Chinese government to change its policy.

The firm also tracked people in Hong Kong as it sought to counter opposition to the 2020 Hong Kong National Security Law. According to the documents, GoLaxy identified some 180,000 different Twitter accounts, then pushed out narratives that minimized the public's dissent over the law, which expanded Chinese control of Hong Kong and eroded civil rights.

For China, the next intensive information battle came in the 2024 Taiwanese election, when China sought to undermine Taiwan's Democratic Progressive Party, which Beijing saw as pro-independence.

In December 2023, GoLaxy recommended specific messages that the company or others could push to exploit differences in Taiwanese public opinion, according to the documents. The effort appeared to be a way to mobilize resources to mount specific information campaigns, according to the documents.

It is not clear from the documents whether GoLaxy used GoPro to automatically generate and distribute targeted propaganda.

Former officials and experts are divided over whether the effort was effective. The Democratic Progressive Party remains in control, but its position was weakened.

The documents also briefly mention that the firm collected information about U.S. Navy warships near Taiwan. But there are no details, and the information could simply have been culled from social media and other data available to the public.

"The question is whether the Chinese can actually do the things they say they can," Mr. Mulvenon said. "Information operations are harder than they sound. There are not a lot of good examples of success."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/06/us/politics/china-artificial-intelligence-information-warfare.html
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Trump Weighs Getting Involved in New York City Mayor's Race

The possibility that the president will seek to intercede could inject an element of unpredictability into an already fractious contest.

President Trump has been asking New York associates about who in the crowded field of New York City mayoral candidates has the best chance of beating Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee. Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos, Jeremy W. Peters, Maggie Haberman and Katherine Rosman



Aug 06, 2025 at 08:11 PM

President Trump may have moved out of New York City, but he has privately discussed whether to intercede in its fractious race for mayor to try to stop Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee, according to eight people briefed on the discussions.

In recent weeks, Mr. Trump has quizzed a Republican congressman and New York businessmen about who in the crowded field of candidates, which includes Mayor Eric Adams and former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, has the best chance of beating Mr. Mamdani, the leftist front-runner.

The president has been briefed by Mark Penn, a pollster who has worked for Bill and Hillary Clinton, and Andrew Stein, a former New York City Council president and decades-long friend of Mr. Trump, on a range of polling that showed Mr. Cuomo could still be competitive as an independent candidate. Both men have pushed Mr. Cuomo as the best candidate despite his loss in the Democratic primary, including in a recent Wall Street Journal op-ed. One of Mr. Penn's firms did extensive work for a pro-Cuomo super PAC in the primary.

And in a previously undisclosed call in recent weeks, Mr. Trump spoke about the race directly with Mr. Cuomo, an old associate and foil, according to three people briefed on the call, who were not authorized to discuss it.

The possibility that Mr. Trump would somehow involve himself in New York politics could inject a new element of unpredictability into an already fractious contest. It remains far from certain how or if Mr. Trump will ultimately make his presence felt. And in recent weeks, some Republicans close to the administration have indicated that the president might simply sit it out.

But donors and allies of Mr. Adams and Mr. Cuomo have pined for weeks for the president to intervene, arguing that Mr. Trump, a lifelong New Yorker with strong views about how the city should be run, could play a role in consolidating the fractured anti-Mamdani vote behind a single opponent. This group strongly opposes Mr. Mamdani, a democratic socialist who outflanked Mr. Cuomo in the primary with a message about freezing rents and raising taxes on the rich.

Mr. Trump "loves New York and he's worried about New York," said John Catsimatidis, a billionaire Republican grocery and oil magnate. He said he had urged the president not to rush into any action, though.

"The only thing I've said to the president is see you in September," Mr. Catsimatidis said. "In other words, let things sort themselves out."

It is unclear what precisely Mr. Trump and Mr. Cuomo discussed, or who initiated the call. Mr. Cuomo has publicly denounced Mr. Trump, and the Justice Department had opened an investigation into Mr. Cuomo after House Republicans accused him of lying to Congress about his handling of the Covid pandemic. Their conversation came around the time that the former governor was privately discussing with supporters in New York whether to continue with his campaign, and publicly pushing Mr. Adams and other rivals such as the Republican nominee, Curtis Sliwa, to drop out.

White House officials declined multiple requests for comment.

After this story published, Mr. Trump was asked by reporters at an event in the Oval Office if he had spoken with Mr. Cuomo. "I haven't, no I haven't," he said.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, declined to make the former governor available for comment. In a statement, he said that Mr. Cuomo and Mr. Trump "have not spoken in a while" but did not clarify what "a while" meant.

"As far as I know, they have not discussed the race," Mr. Azzopardi wrote in the statement.

The prevailing view among Republicans is that Mr. Mamdani, if elected, would be a useful avatar of the left for the party to campaign against in the 2026 midterms. Some of the president's own advisers began embracing that approach right after Mr. Mamdani's victory over Mr. Cuomo, who had resigned as governor in 2021 amid allegations of sexual harassment. (He denied them.)

But Mr. Trump remains uniquely focused on the city, where he was born and raised and built a national persona as a real-estate developer. He still owns substantial property in New York, as do some of his close allies, and he has said publicly that he is concerned about Mr. Mamdani's socialist-influenced politics.

"He loves New York and he loves politics, and when he talks to his friends, he doesn't ask how the Yankees are doing," said Stu Loeser, a former aide to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, who spent millions of dollars to help Mr. Cuomo in the primary.

Mr. Loeser, who advises other wealthy New Yorkers who speak to the president, said of Mr. Trump, "His views are consistent with a lifelong New Yorker who has become a Florida resident but still reads The New York Post every day."

Mr. Trump has aired some of his views publicly. In early July, he repeated baseless claims that Mr. Mamdani immigrated to the United States illegally and threatened to arrest him if he blocked immigration arrests in New York City. "I'm not going to let this Communist Lunatic destroy New York," he said.

Mr. Mamdani would be among the most left-leaning mayors the city has seen in decades, but he has said he is not a communist.

A few weeks later, and just days after Mr. Penn's polling presentation to the president, Mr. Trump told reporters he thought Mr. Cuomo should stay in the race. "He's running against a communist," he said. "I would think that he would have a good shot of winning."

Mark Penn Chad Bartlett for The New York Times

Andrew Stein Michael Appleton for The New York Times


Mr. Trump is accustomed to holding a viselike grip over Republican primary races. But his power to directly shape a contest in a city where the electorate is heavily Democratic is less certain. One of the most effective tools Mr. Trump and his allies have at their disposal -- using the influential pro-Trump media to bludgeon their opponents -- may not have the same impact in a local New York race, even with Mr. Trump having increased his share of the vote in the city in 2024.

Even those in favor of Mr. Trump intervening acknowledge that any public endorsement or other effort to help one of the candidates could backfire in a city where he remains unpopular overall.

"The city is still not exactly a haven for Trump supporters," said Sid Rosenberg, a conservative talk radio host who supports Mr. Trump. "I'm not sure if it bodes well for Curtis or Andrew or Eric to get Trump's support publicly."

Some of those who wish the president would get involved want him to help force one of the three other challengers -- Mr. Adams, Mr. Cuomo or Mr. Sliwa -- out of the race. As long as all three remain active, the thinking goes, they will split the votes of those who oppose Mr. Mamdani, further easing his path to the mayoralty.

Mr. Trump already put an imprint on the race earlier this year when his administration moved to dismiss federal corruption charges against Mr. Adams. The move ended the mayor's legal jeopardy and cleared a path for him to run for re-election. But it badly hurt his standing with Democrats, prompting him to skip the primary to run as an independent. After Mr. Adams sought to work with the president on his anti-immigration crackdown, the Trump administration recently sued over New York's "sanctuary city" policies.

Allies of Mr. Adams have argued Mr. Cuomo should drop out of the race. And Mr. Sliwa, who is not allied with Mr. Trump despite his party identification, has accused Mr. Adams of trying to force him from the race by encouraging the president to appoint Mr. Sliwa to a position in Washington. Mr. Sliwa, who faces long odds in a Democratic city, has said he has no interest.

Mr. Trump has taken steps to at least gather information that could help inform his next moves.

In a meeting at the White House in mid-July, Mr. Trump asked Representative Mike Lawler, a Republican from the New York City suburbs, about who would be the strongest candidate in a one-on-one contest with Mr. Mamdani, according to a person familiar with the conversation. The person said Mr. Trump cast doubt on Mr. Sliwa's chances, said he personally liked Mr. Adams and indicated that he had always gotten along with Mr. Cuomo.

In the Oval Office days before his meeting with Mr. Lawler, Mr. Trump met with Mr. Stein and Mr. Penn.

They showed him Mr. Penn's data arguing that Mr. Cuomo would be competitive with Mr. Mamdani in a head-to-head race, absent Mr. Adams, according to two people briefed on what took place. Reliable public polling on the race has been scarce, though other private polls have suggested Mr. Mamdani has a more comfortable lead.

Mr. Trump was noncommittal, according to one of the people briefed on the discussion. He told the men that Mr. Cuomo would be likely to manage the city better than the other candidates, but that whoever won would ultimately "have to work with" the Trump administration, the person said.

Mr. Stein declined comment. Mr. Penn also declined comment.
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A Zoo in Denmark Wants to Feed Your Pets to Its Predators

A Danish zoo is asking owners of companion animals nearing life's end to instead donate them as food for captive lynxes, lions and other carnivores.

Lions at the Aalborg Zoo in Denmark. In a Facebook post, the zoo noted that donations of pets would help it mimic the natural food chain. Shutterstock



By Alexa Robles-Gil and Emily Anthes



Aug 04, 2025 at 09:35 PM

A zoo in Denmark is asking pet owners to donate their animal companions -- their guinea pigs, rabbits, chickens and even small horses -- to feed to its predators.

In a Facebook post last Thursday, the Aalborg Zoo noted that it welcomed animals that, regardless of circumstance, might be nearing the end of their lives. These animals would be "gently euthanized" by trained employees and then used as food for the zoo's predators, like its European lynx, the zoo notes on its website. Lions and tigers are also part of the zoo's predator exhibits.

The donations would help the zoo mimic the natural food chain by feeding whole prey to its predators, the post said: "This way, nothing goes to waste, and we ensure natural behavior, nutrition, and well-being for our predators."

The post linked to the zoo's website, which described the process for donating horses as food. "Our needs vary throughout the year, and there may be a waiting list," the site explains. For horses, certain conditions must be met, including the horse not having recently been treated for an illness.

"The horse will be delivered alive to Aalborg Zoo, where the horse will be euthanized by a zookeeper and a veterinarian and then slaughtered," the zoo website says.

The zoo also accepts chickens, rabbits and guinea pigs, during weekdays "between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., but no more than four at a time."

The Facebook post attracted swift backlash, with one commenter describing "a terrible trend of indifference with animals in Denmark." Another commenter wrote that "feeding pets is absolutely unacceptable."

In an emailed press statement, Pia Nielsen, a spokeswoman for Aalborg Zoo, said that "for many years" its employees "have fed our carnivores with smaller livestock." Animals that need to be euthanized for various reasons can be "of use in this way," she added. "Many of our guests and partners appreciate the opportunity to contribute."

Sandrine Camus, a spokeswoman for the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria, of which Aalborg Zoo is a member, said in an email that zoos typically purchase meat for their animals from licensed suppliers, "similar to how people buy meat from a butcher." But where alternative sources of prey such as roadkill become available, Ms. Camus added, zoos may consider using these as feed for carnivores, "provided all welfare and legal conditions are met."

"While such cases are rare and handled with great care, using them for feeding avoids unnecessary waste and supports a more naturalistic feeding regime for predators," Ms. Camus added.

Other commenters on Facebook praised the initiative and even requested more details about how to donate their animals. One described their own experience donating a rabbit as a "super nice and professional experience."

Signe Flyvholm, who lives in Denmark and has visited Aalborg Zoo for the past 40 years, said that the social media post made her want to donate her horse. "She could make a difference by being used as food," Ms. Flyvholm said. "She is a very loved horse."

Ms. Flyvholm said her horse needed to be put down because the cartilage in its hooves was turning into bone. But the horse, which weighed over 2,000 pounds, was too big for the zoo, she said.

Instead, Ms. Flyvholm decided to donate her horse to a different organization that will use the animal for biofuel or fertilizer production.

It's not the first time that Denmark's zoos have come under fire for their unvarnished approach to death. In 2014, the Copenhagen Zoo euthanized a healthy young giraffe named Marius because his genes were already well-represented among the captive giraffes. The zoo invited members of the public to watch the giraffe's autopsy as an educational opportunity and then fed Marius's remains to some of its big cats, including its lions.

Weeks later, the zoo euthanized four of those lions: two cubs and their parents. The zoo said the lions were killed to prevent the male lion from breeding with his daughters and to prevent a newly arrived young male lion from attacking the cubs.

The deaths prompted an outcry from animal rights activists but also reflected a trans-Atlantic philosophical divide toward zoo management. American zoos often lean heavily on contraception to prevent zoo populations from booming, whereas European zoos often allow their animals to breed -- arguing that it is good for the animals to be able to engage in these natural behaviors -- and later euthanize "surplus" animals.
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After Weeks of Sectarian Clashes in Syria, an Uneasy Truce Takes Hold

The fighting has stopped in the southern city of Sweida, three weeks after a deadly eruption of violence. But the area remains tense as clashes continue beyond the city.

A wedding procession passed through the town of Busra al-Sham, Syria, during a cease-fire on Thursday. The latest conflict had renewed fears of attacks against religious minorities.



By Carlotta Gall
Visuals by Nicole Tung
Carlotta Gall, Nicole Tung and a team of New York Times reporters have been working in the government-controlled areas around the conflict zone in southern Syria in recent weeks.


Aug 06, 2025 at 10:30 AM

A cease-fire has brought calm to the city of Sweida in southern Syria over the past few days after a wave of sectarian violence, but clashes continued in the surrounding countryside as recently as the weekend.

The atmosphere remains tense, with shortages of electricity and water and long lines for bread in the city, according to public statements from local officials and residents and an aid worker reached by telephone.

The latest conflict began in mid-July with clashes between two local groups -- the Bedouins and the Druse. During five days of intense fighting, the government made a short attempt to intervene.

Its forces soon became embroiled in fighting the Druse militias, who are themselves divided but hold sway over much of Sweida Province. Israel then launched airstrikes and said it was acting in defense of the Druse, forcing the government to withdraw its troops from much of the province.

When the worst was over, more than 1,000 people were dead, according to the Syrian Network for Human Rights, a nongovernmental organization. About 175,000 people were displaced, the U.N. office for humanitarian affairs said. A majority of those killed seemed to have been combatants, government soldiers and others, according to figures recorded by rights organizations. Two human rights groups have said that at least 80 to 100 civilians were among those killed.


Video: 


The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based organization, has reported that more than 200 of those killed had been executed by gunmen affiliated with the Syrian government. Those numbers could not be independently confirmed.

The government has condemned and promised to investigate reports of extrajudicial killings by all parties to the clashes. The Justice Ministry announced on Thursday the formation of a seven-member committee of judges, lawyers and a general to investigate violations, but the Sweida Bar Association said that it did not accept the government's commission and called for an international one.

This was the third major wave of sectarian violence in Syria since a new government led by Islamist rebels who toppled Bashar al-Assad, the country's longtime dictator, took power in December. The unrest has tested the government's promises to protect minorities and form an inclusive government as part of efforts to end Syria's international isolation.

A cease-fire between Syrian government troops and the armed Druse militias that control much of Sweida Province was reached on July 19, though low-level clashes have persisted. The truce allowed humanitarian aid convoys to reach Sweida.

Aid workers registered displaced Bedouins from Sweida for assistance at a school in Buser al-Harir, Syria.


Bedouins displaced from Sweida. The government evacuated some families after the recent deadly clashes.


Government troops guard a checkpoint at Busra al-Sham, south of Sweida city, which has become the main entry point for aid convoys into the Druse-controlled part of Sweida Province. Journalists are not permitted to travel into the Druse-controlled area.

Bedouin families continued to leave the province last week, assisted by the Syrian Arab Red Crescent organization.

Fighting broke out again Sunday. The Syrian government said Druse fighters had attacked a government position overlooking the city of Sweida, killing one government officer and wounding several other people. The government later retook the position, SANA, Syria's state news agency, reported.

The roads around Sweida Province were busy, with government troops and volunteer fighters driving pickups and motorbikes moving toward the front line in Sweida Province on Sunday.

Emotions were still running high. Government soldiers interviewed at checkpoints or at roadside stops in the government-controlled area around the conflict zone said that hundreds of their men had been killed or were still missing from the heavy fighting that broke out in July against the Druse militias.

Government troops said they were abiding by the cease-fire, but it has taken the government days to rein in volunteer fighters who rushed to the region in support of the Bedouins' appeal for help.

Bedouins answered questions from government troops at a checkpoint while evacuating their farming equipment and belongings from Sweida.


A volunteer who said he came to support the Bedouin. Some volunteer fighters who rushed to the region in support of Bedouins were still camped north of Sweida city in late July.


"The government told us we could not shoot one bullet at the Druse," said Abu Faruq, 39, a government soldier who said he was still on active duty near Sweida. "But if the Druse hit our interior ministry forces, we will move." He would give only his nom de guerre, according to military protocol.

Dozens of volunteer fighters were camped in private houses and a mosque near the front line, north of Sweida city. Several of the volunteers said in interviews outside a mosque that they had traveled from other parts of Syria to support the Bedouin fighters and were still making incursions on recent nights into Druse-held villages, looking for opponents.

The volunteer fighters said they had been ordered to go home by government forces, but said they would stay until all of the Bedouin civilians had been evacuated from Druse areas and their comrades in arms had been released.

The government has not commented on the continued presence of the volunteers.

The Druse and the government are still at loggerheads. The Druse have negotiated with the government, which wants to incorporate their militias, along with other armed groups in the country, into a single military force. So far the Druse have resisted.

Saad Alnassife and Muhammad Haj Kadour contributed reporting.
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Kennedy's Crusade Against Food Safety Rule Threatens Supplement Industry

By going after an obscure regulatory designation he describes as a "loophole," Mr. Kennedy has put an industry he champions on the defensive.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has said he hopes to eliminate a "loophole" that allows companies to easily introduce new ingredients or chemicals into the American food supply. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Jane Black



Aug 06, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In his first weeks as health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. declared war on an obscure regulatory process that many argue has been exploited by the food industry for decades.

The pathway allows companies to introduce new ingredients or chemicals into food products without a Food and Drug Administration review, as long as they self-certify them as "generally recognized as safe," or GRAS for short.

The designation has allowed new chemicals to be viewed as "innocent until proven guilty," leading to thousands of ingredients flooding the American food system, Mr. Kennedy said at his confirmation hearing in January. "It needs to end, and I believe I'm the one person who's able to end it," he added.

In March, Mr. Kennedy directed the Food and Drug Administration to revisit the GRAS rule, describing it as a "loophole" that needed to be eliminated.

Food companies and ultraprocessed snacks may be the target of Mr. Kennedy's ire. But the elimination of GRAS would also be a significant setback for the growing multibillion dollar supplement industry, which has regularly used the pathway to quickly bring new ingredients to market with little oversight.

Mr. Kennedy's announcement has rattled the industry, prompting concerned calls from supplement makers and intense lobbying in Washington by the trade associations that represent them. Since March, leaders of four dietary supplement trade associations have met multiple times with F.D.A. officials to lobby the agency on the designation's benefits.

Supplement makers are worried they could become collateral damage in a campaign targeting unhealthy foods. Kennedy and his team "may not have fully appreciated how it could end up limiting consumer choice in supplements, something that runs counter to their broader platform," said Duffy MacKay, a senior vice president of dietary supplements at the Consumer Healthcare Products Association, a trade group.

And Mr. Kennedy has indeed been an avid supporter of supplements. In the lead up to the 2024 presidential election, he promised to end what he called the "aggressive suppression" of vitamins and dietary supplements, among other wellness products.

Many of those close to the health secretary have strong ties to the supplement industry. Dr. Mark Hyman, a longtime friend, sells a variety of supplements on his website. Calley Means, an adviser to Mr. Kennedy, co-founded Truemed, a company that helps people buy supplements and other health products with pretax money.

What happens next is unclear. But the fight highlights a tension inherent in Mr. Kennedy's movement as it wields power in Washington: the desire to restrain what it sees as predatory food and health care industries, while easing the government's gate-keeping power over alternative health practices.

How a Food 'Loophole' Benefits the Supplement Industry

The GRAS designation was introduced as part of the Food Additives Amendment of 1958, which Congress passed to restore public confidence in food safety. The amendment required companies to receive F.D.A. approval before they could use any new ingredients in food. But to keep agency regulators from becoming overwhelmed, it permitted manufacturers to self-certify common ingredients, such as vinegar or baking soda, as safe.

As food processing became more common and complex, the designation became a way to fast-track many of the chemicals and ingredients used in packaged foods. According to an analysis by the advocacy nonprofit Environmental Working Group, almost 99 percent of chemicals introduced in foods since 2000 have been self-certified using GRAS.

"The loophole swallowed the rule," said Tom Neltner, a food-safety advocate who has studied the designation.

For the supplement industry, it provided a workaround of a different sort. The Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act of 1994 requires supplement companies to formally notify the F.D.A. about any new dietary ingredient added to a supplement, and demonstrate that it can "reasonably be expected to be safe." The process takes several months, and requires filing documents that become available to the public for review.

It is not technically binding; the F.D.A. could raise questions about a product and it could still go to market. But far simpler for supplement companies is to use the route available to food companies, by adding new ingredients to a food product, like a health shake, and self-certifying them as safe using GRAS. Once that food product is on the market, the company can legally and quickly add the ingredient to a supplement.

This process provides a way for supplement companies to "routinely and systematically" bypass the official process for clearing new supplement ingredients, Mr. Neltner said.

Companies can notify the F.D.A. of a new ingredient they've self-certified -- some prefer their ingredients undergo F.D.A. review -- but doing so is voluntary, and the F.D.A. raises few questions during the process compared with during the more stringent dietary notice process.

Steve Mister, the chief executive of the Council for Responsible Nutrition, a dietary supplement trade association, said the process eliminated guesswork for manufacturers. Companies weren't "trying to evade oversight," he said, but it provided the "certainty and predictability that allows them to plan."

In practice, supplement makers do sometimes withdraw GRAS notices of a new ingredient and then bring them to market anyway. The Environmental Defense Fund reviewed 46 such notices submitted between 2014 and 2021, and found roughly one quarter of the ingredients were later included in supplements.

In one more extreme case, the maker of the memory supplement Prevagen, Quincy Bioscience, submitted a GRAS notice for apoaequorin, a synthetic version of a protein found in jellyfish. The company had already failed twice to obtain an F.D.A. greenlight through the traditional process for supplements, during which the agency expressed "significant concerns."

Through GRAS, Quincy Bioscience self-certified apoaequorin as safe after putting it in a drink called Neuroshake and submitted a voluntary notice. When the F.D.A. reportedly raised questions once again, the company withdrew the notice. Apoaequorin remains on the market to this day. The company did not respond to a request for comment.

"We describe it as the wild west," said Jensen Jose, the regulatory counsel at the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a food advocacy group in Washington. "There's a sheriff but there's not much he can do."

A 'Litmus Test' for Kennedy and the F.D.A.

Mr. Kennedy hasn't announced his next steps on the pathway, and the Department of Health and Human Services did not respond to questions about a timeline or potential accommodations for supplement makers.

"This may be a good litmus test for how serious this administration is about addressing the problems with GRAS," said Melanie Benesh, the vice president for government affairs at the Environmental Working Group.

Supplement industry representatives said they were open to strengthening the rule. Mr. Mister's trade group, for example, has suggested a public listing of new dietary supplements and their ingredients so the F.D.A. knows what is on the market.

And several trade associations for supplement makers have called for additional funding to support agency enforcement of the current laws regulating supplements -- a challenging task given the administration's recent cuts to the agency.

Food-safety advocates would like Congress to go further and overhaul the law that established the designation, or at least close the pathway for food companies and supplement makers. At a minimum, they want companies to inform the F.D.A. of any new self-certified ingredients so the agency can confirm the chemical's use is generally recognized as safe, and make public any concerns.

In Congress, two Democratic senators this month introduced a bill that would reshape GRAS, essentially eliminating self-certification and mandating that any ingredients previously affirmed using the designation be submitted for government review. A companion bill will soon be introduced in the House.

Ms. Benesh said the broader point was clear: "GRAS should not exist as a backdoor to bring supplements into the marketplace, especially when they don't have adequate safety testing."
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Trump Announces Additional $100 Billion Apple Investment in U.S.

The White House said the pledge would bring more of the company's supply chain and advanced manufacturing to the United States.

Video: Apple C.E.O. Gifts Trump Gold

Tim Cook presented a glass plaque on a gold base to President Trump and pledged an additional $100 billion investment in the U.S. as Trump threatened a 100 percent tariff on foreign semiconductors.


By Luke Broadwater and Tripp Mickle
Luke Broadwater covers the White House. Tripp Mickle covers Apple.


Aug 06, 2025 at 03:47 PM

President Trump and Tim Cook, Apple's chief executive, announced on Wednesday that Apple would devote $100 billion to additional investment in the United States, the company's latest move to buy more components from U.S. suppliers and avoid the president's threat of tariffs on iPhones.

The announcement, in the gold-adorned Oval Office, came after Mr. Cook presented Mr. Trump with a 24-karat gold gift and lavished him with praise. Mr. Cook highlighted the creation of Apple's American Manufacturing Program, focused on bringing more of the company's supply chain and advanced manufacturing to the United States.

The president "asked us to think about what more we could commit to doing," Mr. Cook said at the White House, "and Mr. President, we took that challenge very seriously."

Since Mr. Trump retook office, Mr. Cook has appeared to walk a careful line in satisfying some of the president's wishes, if not the largest ones. Despite a threat from Trump in May of a 25 percent tariff on smartphones, he has not fulfilled the president's demand to make iPhones in the United States.

Apple said earlier this year that it planned to spend $500 billion and hire 20,000 people in the United States over the next four years and open a factory in Texas to make the machines that power its push into artificial intelligence. Apple made similar, smaller pledges during the Biden administration and Mr. Trump's first term, though it has yet to follow through on some of them.

In the Oval Office on Wednesday, Mr. Cook said that Apple was supporting an "end-to-end semiconductor supply chain" by working with companies like Broadcom, Amkor and others. "We've already signed new agreements with 10 companies across America," he said. Mr. Cook added that Apple committed to being Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company's "first and largest customer" in Arizona. The company's suppliers are on track to make 19 billion chips in the United States.

Mr. Trump underscored Apple's investments with an ultimatum to other companies, saying he planned to impose a 100 percent tariff on foreign semiconductors unless they also committed to increasing manufacturing in America.

"If you're building, there will be no charge," Mr. Trump said.

Mr. Cook also announced that Apple would soon rely on glass made in Kentucky from Corning for two of its best-selling products.

"For the first time ever, every single new iPhone and every single new Apple Watch sold anywhere in the world will contain cover glass made in Kentucky," he said.

The products themselves will not be made in America, however.

"The end game here is mostly about getting good with the administration on tariffs," said Gene Munster, a managing partner at Deepwater Asset Management. "I don't see Apple coming back another six months from now with another $50 billion. This should be enough."

Despite a decade of pressure from Mr. Trump to start "building their damn computers and things in this country," Apple has continued to make most of what it sells -- iPhones, iPads and Macs -- in Asia. China has been the company's primary manufacturing base since the 2000s. It has shifted some production to Vietnam, Thailand and India in recent years, but it has not invested to build a a major product in the United States.

Apple says it supports more than 450,000 American jobs with thousands of suppliers and partners across 50 states. It relies on more than three million workers across its supply network in China and has recently been expanding production in India, which has angered the president.

Apple has sidestepped Mr. Trump's ultimatums about its manufacturing because of the difficulties and costs of moving its supply chain. A company analysis found that the United States has fewer manufacturing engineers than China and India and a smaller pool of workers with the skills necessary to assemble an iPhone. Investing to develop that work force would force the company to more than double iPhone prices to $2,000 or more, said Wayne Lam, an analyst with TechInsights, a market research firm.

During a speech in May in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Trump praised Jensen Huang, the chief executive of Nvidia, for traveling with the White House delegation. Mr. Cook declined to attend the trip.

"I mean, Tim Cook isn't here, but you are," Mr. Trump said to Mr. Huang.

Later, in Qatar, Mr. Trump said he "had a little problem with Tim Cook." The president praised Apple's investment in the United States, then said he had told Mr. Cook: "But now I hear you're building all over India. I don't want you building in India."

In the face of Mr. Trump's efforts to reshape global trade through tariffs, Apple has tried to reduce its exposure to levies on products it makes abroad, including by moving production from one country to another, though the constantly shifting tariff landscape makes that extraordinarily challenging.

Apple has a mixed record on fulfilling its investment promises. In 2018, the company pledged to invest $350 billion in the United States, and Mr. Cook said it would build a new campus in a new state, but it has not yet done so. A year later, Mr. Cook toured a Texas factory with Mr. Trump that was billed as a new manufacturing plant. But the plant had been making Apple computers since 2013, and the company has since shifted production from that facility to Thailand.

The company's previous investment promises mostly involved money it already planned to spend in the United States, Mr. Munster said. Only about $39 billion of the $500 billion announced in February was new, with the rest being in line with the company's average annual increase in U.S. investment to support its growth since 2017.

"Apple thought they gave the right dosage with $500 billion in February, but this $100 billion is a measurable increase," Mr. Munster said. He added that the administration wanted to create a more independent supply for the tech industry, "and that's a decade-long initiative."
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On a YouTube Show, Making Machine Parts for Glory and $100,000

This reality show is short on scandal, betrayal and tears, and has an unusual aim: elevating U.S. manufacturing.

"I wanted to prove something," said Wyatt Curry, a student at Yuba College in Marysville, Calif., who competed in a reality show featuring aspiring machinists and welders racing to fabricate complex mechanical parts. Max Whittaker for The New York Times



By Farah Stockman



Aug 04, 2025 at 07:29 PM

For two years, Wyatt Curry has set his sights on the $100,000 prize in "Clash of Trades," a YouTube reality show that features aspiring machinists and welders racing the clock, and one another, to fabricate complex mechanical parts.

It wasn't really about the money.

"I wanted to prove something," said Mr. Curry, a 22-year-old community college student. "I knew I was good at what I did, but I wanted something to show it."

"Clash of Trades" uses sports-style competitions, big financial prizes and an addiction to reality TV to boost the appeal of the skilled trades as American manufacturers consistently say one of their top challenges is finding capable workers.

At a time when popular shows celebrate bakers who make cakes that look like tennis balls and fashion designers who weep at their sewing machines, the producers of "Clash of Trades" believe that machinists and welders deserve to be celebrated, too.

The show is the brainchild of Adele Ratcliff, former director of the Defense Department's Industrial Base Analysis and Sustainment program, who worried that the country was running dangerously low on workers who can build and maintain ships, submarines and planes.

After decades of sending factories overseas -- and telling Americans that their role was to design products, while other countries would build them -- "Clash of Trades" is part of a wider cultural and political shift focused on bringing manufacturing back to U.S. soil. But persuading young people to dream of being machinists and welders, and not just engineers, isn't easy.

Ms. Ratcliff came up with the idea for the show in 2018, according to Ray Dick, a former federal contractor who used to brainstorm with her about work force development.

"She wanted a 'Top Chef'-style competition for manufacturing," he recalled. "She said, 'I want to give them a list of ingredients and see what they can make.'"

In 2019, with Ms. Ratcliff's help, Mr. Dick founded Project MFG, which hosts competitions in welding, machining and 3-D printing for students at community colleges and high schools across the country, and films them for the show. The U.S. military sponsors the project, alongside a foundation affiliated with Haas Automation, which makes computer numerical control machines for precise cutting and drilling, and Mastercam, which sells the software that controls them.

A computer numerical control machine at Yuba College. Max Whittaker for The New York Times

Students made these machine parts. Max Whittaker for The New York Times


This year, on the show's fifth season, hundreds of students from 60 schools duked it out to get to regional competitions that produced four finalists. They went to the national championship, which will be aired on Friday. Teams had to produce components for an apparatus called a gimbal that could be used to help collect data in space. (Last year, they made a part for a racecar.)

Each team had 20 hours to manufacture the part. A panel of three judges scored teams on the accuracy of their parts, the time it took to make them, and the cost of the materials and labor used. Teams started with metal blocks and were required to use special programmable machines to carve them and drill holes into them.

In some ways, "Clash of Trades" follows the formula of popular reality shows: tense music, a countdown clock and shots of competitors with their arms folded, looking formidable. But there's far less intrigue, drama and back story to work with. There are a lot of scenes of stoic students in safety glasses peering through the bulletproof glass of computerized machines at robotic arms carving up blocks of metal. Moments of tension -- a tool breaking, a machine crashing, erroneous code -- are easy to miss, even with judges providing sports-bench style commentary.

"Our main goal is to broaden the audience," said the executive producer, Mike Woodward, who landed the job after working with "American Ninja Warrior" and "The Amazing Race."


 They pitched the show to television executives, but so far none have acquired it. The Season 5 trailer has about 11,000 views, yet some episodes have fewer than 1,000. It's not clear that the show has managed to make manufacturing cool on campus.

"I have yet to find someone that knows that it exists," said Mr. Curry, a student at Yuba College in Marysville, Calif., about 40 miles north of Sacramento.

And yet, inside the subculture of people who are already obsessed with manufacturing, "Clash of Trades" offers validation, money and fame.

"If I walk into a school or a manufacturing trade show, it is eerie how some people know me and I don't know them," said Jesse Trinque, a Mastercam engineer who hosted the show this year.

The prize money is split among the schools and the individual team members, providing a significant draw for both students and their instructors.

Winning first place on "Clash of Trades" in 2022 helped Southwestern Illinois College in Belleville boost enrollment and win support to construct a second building for its precision machining program. And in Washington State, there has been a waiting list for Everett Community College's Advanced Manufacturing Training & Education Center since its team placed fourth in "Clash of Trades" last year. The program had struggled with low enrollment.

Joe Bauer, a professor of manufacturing technology at Yuba College, described competing on the show this year as "the coolest thing we've ever done." He said the show was important because it exposed students to well-paying jobs they could get with little student debt.

"Very few people know what a machinist is," he said. But companies are always calling him looking for students to hire. "My phone rings constantly."

The mean annual wage for a machinist was $56,150, according to 2023 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Those working in certain industries, such as electric power generation, earned an average of $109,990. Mr. Bauer wanted the prize money to build up the program and repair broken machines, he said.

His star student, Mr. Curry, had another motivation: Winning was a chance to show his father that his chosen career wasn't a dead end. The elder Mr. Curry, a network manager at a financial institution, wanted his son to become an engineer. Mr. Curry didn't want to sit behind a desk. After high school, he worked briefly as a roofer. Then he enrolled in a welding class at Yuba.

Last year, he participated in "Clash of Trades" as a welder and made it to regionals. But his teammate made a mistake programming a machine. It drilled a hole in the wrong place, ruining the part, and their chances at winning.

This year, Mr. Curry took no chances. He enrolled in an advanced manufacturing class, became the team's leader and learned to program the machines himself. He was exceptional at it, Mr. Bauer said.

Mr. Curry raced through the curriculum, weeks ahead of schedule, and asked for extra work. When other beginning students were still programming their machines to cut aluminum, he had already moved on to cutting stainless steel alloys, which were far more difficult. As his classmates were still learning to program a 3-axis machine, he studied the manual for the school's new 5-axis machine, which Mr. Bauer himself was still learning to use. In online forums, Mr. Curry learned about an advanced method of controlling the motion of the machine tools to make them run faster and more accurately.

On Friday nights, when other students were watching movies or headed to bars, Mr. Curry, Mr. Bauer and his two teammates, Adam Davis and Phoenix Farrell, stayed late in the lab, practicing. This year, Yuba blew away the competition.

Mr. Curry, second from right, with his instructor, Joe Bauer, left, and his teammates Phoenix Farrell, second from left, and Adam Davis. Max Whittaker for The New York Times


Mr. Curry's team finished so early that the show's executive producer worried that it had skipped a step and would have to be disqualified. But (spoiler alert) no other team came close. Central Alabama Community College won second place and $50,000 after a problem with a tool forced its team to restart the same part twice. Autry Technology Center in Enid, Okla., took third place, and $25,000, after breaking a drill bit. Everett landed in fourth, and received $10,000, after running out of time to complete the part.

Mr. Curry's father, Jason, was proud of Yuba's first-place win.

"I don't want to downplay the achievements," he said. Still, he said he hoped that his son "would be a great engineer one day."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/04/business/clash-of-trades-manufacturing.html
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Statue of French General Accused of Torture Divides His Hometown

An effort to have a statue of Marcel Bigeard removed has reignited the debate over how the colonial past should be remembered.

A demonstration last October in front of the city hall in Toul against the installation of the statue of Marcel Bigeard. Jean-Christophe Verhaegen/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Segolene Le Stradic
Reporting from Toul, France


Aug 06, 2025 at 10:22 AM

Every month, activists and residents gather in Toul, a small town in eastern France, to demand the removal of the statue of Marcel Bigeard, a French general accused of torture during the war that won Algeria its independence from France in 1962.

The protesters, who number from about 40 to 200, have covered the eight-foot-tall bronze paratrooper, striding forth with his beret and medals, in a sheet stained with red paint to resemble blood.

They have met with local officials, petitioned the mayor and written to the president of the National Assembly. Last month, four of them filed a request with a local court, claiming that the statue caused public disorder.

It remains an uphill battle. In Toul, where the general was born and raised, many still remember him as a nice, energetic man who was often seen jogging with his wife. More than 11,500 people have signed a petition created in support of the statue -- almost four times the number of signatures on the petition against it.

The dispute over the statue, which was installed in October, has reignited a debate over how to represent France's colonial past, drawing the attention of politicians and prominent historians as well as of the national news media. It has once again underscored the difficulty of reaching consensus on conflicts that have quietly festered.

The statue of General Bigeard in Toul, where he was born and raised. Jean-Christophe Verhaegen/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In 2020, when the Black Lives Matter movement surged, it set off a reconsideration of statues of Confederate soldiers in the United States and slave traders around the world. At that time, President Emmanuel Macron of France pushed back as scrutiny fell on a statue in front of France's National Assembly. "The Republic will not erase any trace or name from its history," he said. "It will not tear down statues."

But that did not prevent intense debates from continuing at the local level, especially since jurisdiction over statues lies with the local authorities, said Sarah Gensburger, the author of "De-Commemoration: Removing Statues and Renaming Places."

In Martinique, the French island in the Caribbean, protesters toppled four statues. In Bordeaux, street plaques now explain the city's role in the slave trade. In Perpignan and Biarritz, local courts ruled in favor of changing the names of a square and a street this year. Paris recently renamed an avenue bearing the name of a general who committed crimes during the colonization of Algeria.

But in many of those cities, the street names and statues that stirred controversy were put in place decades or even centuries ago. In Toul, the idea for a statue of General Bigeard came in 2018, when the City Council accepted it as a gift from friends and relatives of the general, who died in 2010.

Alde Harmand, the Socialist mayor of Toul, did not reply to repeated requests for comment. But when the statue was erected in 2024, he told local reporters, "This installation reflects what was initiated and decided by deliberation by the City Council."

General Bigeard is one of the most decorated French soldiers of the 20th century. He served in World War II, the First Indochina War and the 1954-62 Algerian War. After his military career, he was appointed deputy defense minister under President Valery Giscard d'Estaing and was elected to Parliament.

His reputation was damaged in the early 2000s when serious allegations surfaced that he had overseen and taken part in the torture of Algerians during their war to throw off French colonial rule.

In an interview with the French newspaper Le Monde in 2000, Jacques Massu, another prominent French general who served in Algeria, said he saw General Bigeard torturing a man with an electric generator and heard him say, "We already did this in Indochina, we're not going to stop here!"

General Bigeard always denied taking part in torture, although after the accusations emerged he said that torture in Algeria had been a "necessary evil."

"For historians of colonial Algeria, there is no doubt that Marcel Bigeard is one of the main symbols of the torture and terror that was carried out at that time," said Fabrice Riceputi, a historian of the Algerian War.

Yet he was never tried or convicted; like all those who served in the war, he was granted amnesty by the French government, Mr. Riceputi said. He recently wrote a book about another soldier involved in torture in Algeria, Jean-Marie Le Pen, the founder of the far-right National Rally party now led by his daughter Marine Le Pen.

"The problem is not Bigeard himself," said Samir Aridja, a 29-year-old history teacher who was among those who filed the court request to overturn the City Council's decision. "The problem is what he symbolizes: When you're standing in front of a statue like that, it conjures up all kinds of violent and sordid imagery."

He and his brother, Nouri, were born in Toul to Algerian parents. "Our grandfather was tortured with an electric generator," Nouri Aridja said. "To have that statue in our neighborhood square is insulting."

Philippe Champouillon, a retired farmer from a nearby town who initiated the petition against the statue last year, said he could not bear what felt like "a glorification of the Algerian War." Sent to fight in Algeria in his 20s, he said, he saw his own captain perpetuate torture and executions. "I had buried it for 60 years," he said. "The statue brought it all back."

But opponents of the statue have found little support in town.

"He did what he had to do," said Reynald Jeandel, the owner of a restaurant close to the statue who has fond memories of waiting on General Bigeard at the officers' mess decades ago, back when he was serving in the army.

Though he senses that tensions over the statue are rising among residents, Samir Aridja still hopes for a peaceful resolution. He wants the statue not destroyed or toppled but moved to a museum or a local infantry regiment's headquarters.

"My goal is not to erase Bigeard from history," he said.
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Bolsonaro House Arrest Casts Shadow Over Brazil-U.S. Trade Talks

The Brazilian Supreme Court justice's order could complicate efforts to negotiate over President Trump's punishing tariffs, set to go into effect this week.

Former President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil is awaiting trial under house arrest after he was accused of overseeing a coup plot. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times



By Ana Ionova
Reporting from Rio de Janeiro


Aug 05, 2025 at 11:29 PM

When President Trump imposed eye-watering tariffs on Brazil to help Jair Bolsonaro, a political ally, Latin America's largest nation kept a cool head and bet on old-school diplomacy.

But on Monday night, that approach was imperiled when the Brazilian Supreme Court justice overseeing Mr. Bolsonaro's case, Alexandre de Moraes, ordered his house arrest and barred him from using a cellphone.

The United States quickly condemned Justice Moraes's decision. The U.S. State Department's Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs posted a scathing message on X: "Let Bolsonaro speak!" It also accused Justice Moraes of using "Brazil's institutions to silence opposition and threaten democracy."

The escalation in tensions over Mr. Bolsonaro's case risks deepening the biggest diplomatic crisis to emerge in decades between the Western Hemisphere's two most populous nations. It also threatens to derail trade negotiations just before 50 percent tariffs are set to go into effect this week, which would make many Brazilian products more expensive for American consumers.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil had made clear that Mr. Trump could not meddle in the case of Mr. Bolsonaro, the former Brazilian president who is accused of trying to stage a coup. Mr. Lula said he just wanted to talk trade.

"Brazil is eager to negotiate on trade," said Thomas Traumann, a political analyst and former press secretary for Dilma Rousseff, a leftist former Brazilian president. "And, obviously, any decision from Alexandre de Moraes just makes it so much more difficult."

For weeks, Brazilian officials, including Mr. Lula in an interview with The New York Times, said that the Trump administration had been ignoring their attempts to negotiate. Then, Mr. Trump imposed tariffs, making good on his warnings two days ahead of schedule.

Instead of retaliating, Brazil tried to sway U.S. officials not to tax some Brazilian exports, because those levies could hurt both countries. And in recent days, it appeared to be making slow, painstaking progress on its tariff goals.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil has made clear that President Trump could not meddle in Mr. Bolsonaro's case. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times


Brazil was negotiating to leave coffee and some other products off the list of goods facing taxes, according to a person familiar with the negotiations who insisted on anonymity to speak about confidential talks. Brazil's finance minister, Fernando Haddad, was also scheduled to speak with the U.S. Treasury secretary, Scott Bessent, this week.

Now, Brazilian officials worry that Mr. Bolsonaro's house arrest could complicate the trade negotiations, even as the government plans to double down on efforts to defend the independence of its judiciary, the person said.

"Alexandre de Moraes and Lula are not the same guy," Mr. Traumann, the political analyst, said. "It's something important for the U.S. to understand."

Mr. Bolsonaro, 70, whose political style has been compared to Mr. Trump's, is poised to stand trial in the coming weeks on criminal charges that he oversaw a vast conspiracy to cling to power after narrowly losing the 2022 elections to Mr. Lula.

Brazilian prosecutors say Mr. Bolsonaro also sought to dismantle courts and hand special powers to the military. In an especially troubling detail, the police said, the conspiracy included a plan to assassinate Mr. Lula and Justice Moraes.

Mr. Bolsonaro denies plotting a coup or having knowledge of any assassination plan, but admits to studying "ways within the Constitution" to remain in power. If he is found guilty by a panel of Supreme Court justices, he could face decades in prison.

He was ordered last month to wear an ankle monitor, remain at home most hours, stay away from foreign embassies and keep off social media. But on Monday, Justice Moraes opted to further tighten the leash on the former president, saying he had indirectly used social media through the accounts of his allies and sons.

Supporters of Mr. Bolsonaro protesting in a car caravan while passing a giant screen announcing his house arrest on Monday in Brasilia. Luis Nova/Associated Press


A day earlier, one of those sons, a Brazilian senator, posted a video on his social media showing his father, ankle monitor on display, as he sent a message by phone to his supporters gathered for a rally in Rio de Janeiro on Sunday.

Justice Moraes has argued that, because the former president was deemed a flight risk, the preventative arrest measures against Mr. Bolsonaro were necessary.

Mr. Trump, 79, has called the case against Mr. Bolsonaro a "witch hunt" and demanded that Brazil drop the charges. Last week, he hit Brazil with the 50 percent tariffs, the highest levy he has imposed on any country this year, even though the United States has carried a trade surplus with the South American country for more than a decade.

Although the tariffs exclude hundreds of Brazilian products, including key exports like orange juice and airplanes, they threaten to affect billions of dollars in goods that the United States sources in large volumes from Brazil, such as coffee. Thirty percent of U.S. coffee imports come from Brazil, according to U.S. trade data.

Harvesting Arabica coffee this month at Ipanema Coffees in Alfenas, Minas Gerais, Brazil. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Even before the Bolsonaro case became intertwined with tariff threats, Justice Moraes, 56, had become a polarizing figure in Brazil.

He has been praised by many for keeping a check on attacks on the country's institutions by Mr. Bolsonaro and his right-wing allies, who have claimed, without evidence, that the 2022 election was stolen. Many of the justice's rulings have been backed by others on Brazil's Supreme Court.

But, at times, Justice Moraes has been criticized for going too far in his quest to safeguard Brazil's young democracy.

He has ordered social media platforms to take down popular accounts that he claimed threatened democracy, but refused to disclose how. He has jailed people for online threats and presided over cases in which he was both the judge and the prosecutor.

Now, the Bolsonaro case he is presiding over has drawn the ire of the leader of the United States. And the justice himself has become a target of the U.S. government, which has deployed some of the most punishing sanctions in its arsenal against him.

Both Mr. Lula, 79, and Justice Moraes have vowed not to allow Mr. Trump to interfere in Brazil's judiciary.

Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who is prosecuting the case against Mr. Bolsonaro, has drawn the enmity of the U.S. government. Sergio Lima/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Bolsonaro, however, said in an interview with The Times in January that, to avoid prosecution, he was pinning his hopes on Mr. Trump. He has suggested that immunity from prosecution -- for him and his allies -- is the path to Brazil's economic truce with the United States. His son Eduardo Bolsonaro has also spent months lobbying the White House to help his father.

Then, last month, Mr. Trump threatened to impose tariffs on Brazil if it did not "leave Bolsonaro alone" -- and followed through. Lawmakers aligned with Mr. Bolsonaro are even pushing for an amnesty bill, though Mr. Lula is likely to veto it.

Mr. Bolsonaro is also looking to attempt a political comeback. Even though an electoral court barred him from holding office until the end of the decade, he has insisted that he plans to run in next year's presidential elections.

He still has fervent supporters across the country. After Mr. Bolsonaro left office, thousands ransacked government buildings in Brazil's capital, Brasilia, in an episode that echoed the Jan. 6, 2021, riots on the U.S. Capitol.

On Monday, Eduardo Bolsonaro, a sitting Brazilian congressman who has been living in the United States for the past several months, accused Justice Moraes of abusing his power.

"An arrest without a crime, without evidence, without a trial," he posted on social media. "Brazil is no longer a democracy. The world needs to take notice."

On Tuesday, Mr. Lula struck a less conciliatory tone. At an event in Brasilia, he said he did not plan to call Mr. Trump and vowed to appeal to the World Trade Organization to defend Brazil's interests against the U.S. tariffs.

Brazil will make " a contingency plan" he said, "to mitigate this unjust attack."
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Up on the Roof, Trump Surveys the Home He's Making His Own

White House reporters looked up from the driveway to see a familiar figure in a most unfamiliar location.




By Katie Rogers
Katie Rogers is a White House reporter. She reported from Washington. 


Aug 05, 2025 at 11:35 PM

President Trump was on the roof.

As a confused group of reporters assembled below him on Tuesday morning, Mr. Trump strolled around on top of the White House, stopping somewhere above the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room -- now only occasionally a venue for taking questions -- to tell his audience that he was "taking a little walk" in service of his latest home improvement project: a large ballroom. 

"It's just another way to spend my money for the country," Mr. Trump shouted. He was getting a bird's-eye view of where the $200 million White House ballroom he has proposed building would go, according to the White House. 

The president ignored follow-up questions -- one reporter shouted "WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?" after the president appeared to be making a circular gesture with his arms and hands and saying "something beautiful." Mr. Trump did not answer before continuing a 20-minute walkabout that included standing on the roof near the Oval Office to survey the newly paved Rose Garden. 

What looked like a casual stroll was actually a heavily secured appearance: The area around the building was locked down and Secret Service agents, including members of the agency's counter-sniper team, accompanied Mr. Trump on his walk.

The newly paved Rose Garden outside the West Wing last month. Eric Lee for The New York Times


The construction of a ballroom is not the most pressing issue facing Mr. Trump or his fellow Republicans, but it's a pretty good distraction. (Several conservative lawmakers are spending their August recesses either avoiding constituents in their districts or getting screamed at over the economically damaging details of domestic policy legislation that Mr. Trump pressured Republicans to ram through Congress.) 

It appears that Mr. Trump's respite from the tumult -- some of which he has wrought -- is to ensconce himself in a White House that is rapidly changing from the taxpayer-funded people's house to one that resembles one of the Louis XIV-inspired properties in his portfolio. 

On social media, Mr. Trump has referred to these as "'fun' projects I do while thinking about the World Economy, the United States, China, Russia, and lots of other Countries, places, and events."

In that vein, Mr. Trump, a creature of habit, has occupied himself by festooning the Oval Office with golden embellishments, urns, baskets and coasters embossed with his last name. He has planted large American flags on the lawn.

Mr. Trump has added his own gilded personal touches to the Oval Office in his second term. Doug Mills/The New York Times


During Mr. Trump's first term, he spent quite a bit of time at the Trump International Hotel, holding court for family members, prominent conservatives and journalists. But now, with the hotel closed, he appears to be using the White House for a similar purpose. 

Mr. Trump remains a homebody with a deep distrust of situations he does not control. Lately, he has turned his attention away from holding rallies or public events to gin up political support and toward the altering of a White House complex he has in turns complimented as grand and maligned as outdated. Visitors are still allowed on tours, and there is no mistaking who lives upstairs. 

He has overseen the paving over of the Rose Garden, a historic presidential venue that Melania Trump, the first lady, had once revamped with the help of historians, architects and designers. At her direction, they replanted roses, removed several problematic crab apple trees that had bedeviled designers since the Reagan administration and installed a limestone walkway. 

In 2020, Mrs. Trump also oversaw the installation of the first piece of art from an Asian American artist to be included in the White House collection. That statue is no longer in the Rose Garden. A White House official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to not disclose internal plans, said that the piece was being polished. But the official did not know when or if it would be returned to the newly paved garden. 

On Tuesday, the East Wing did not respond to a request for comment about whether the first lady supported the changes to a project that took a year and a half to design and revamp, and just days to partially pave over. Other questions, including one about what would become of a suite of East Wing offices that appear to be in the way of the proposed ballroom, were forwarded to the West Wing. 

Karoline Leavitt, the press secretary, presented the renderings of the proposed ballroom during a briefing last week. Doug Mills/The New York Times


The residence, too, has long been Mr. Trump's domain. When he first moved into the White House in 2017, he overruled the decor choices of Mrs. Trump in favor of several gilded pieces in a permanent White House collection. 

And most recently, there is the ballroom, the rendering of which has a distinct resemblance to the event space at Mr. Trump's Mar-a-Lago club, his gilded fortress in Palm Beach. The Mar-a-Lago ballroom has long been a space for fund-raisers, dinners and weddings, and its patio is where Mr. Trump enjoys a round of applause before taking his seat at dinner. The people who assemble there have paid for the privilege of an event where Mr. Trump appears as either the de facto maitre d' or the centerpiece the party revolves around. 

In the Trump White House, people who have given money to the president's cryptocurrency business have been invited for dinner. Questions about who is funding the ballroom, however, are mostly unanswered. White House officials said the president and "other patriot donors" would pay for the renovations, but declined to give details.

Noah Bookbinder, the president of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, or CREW, said the donor funding plan was "highly unusual." 

"There is certainly a risk that donors to this project, which Donald Trump has made clear is important to him, could see it as a way to curry favor with the administration," he said. 

During his walkabout on Tuesday, Mr. Trump seemed to say he would be paying for the 90,000-square-foot project, which is almost twice the size of the White House residence.

"Anything I do is financed by me; in other words, contributed," Mr. Trump told reporters. "Just like my salary is contributed. But nobody ever mentions that."

And now, a quick fact check: Mr. Trump's first-term White House announced that he partially donated his salary to agencies, including the Department of Education. But his donations declined over the course of his first term, and he reported no charitable giving in 2020, according to his tax returns. The White House did not respond to a request for comment about how he planned to donate his salary this year.

Maggie Haberman and Doug Mills contributed reporting. 
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As Earth Warms, California Fire Season Is Starting Earlier, Study Finds

Summertime fire activity is creeping into spring, and the balmier climate is a major driver, scientists said.

A new study examined fire trends while taking into account the different characteristics of the state's 13 ecological regions. Philip Cheung for The New York Times



By Raymond Zhong



Aug 06, 2025 at 07:00 PM

California's main wildfire season is starting earlier in the year, and human-caused climate change is a major reason, new research finds.

The onset of summertime fire activity in large parts of the state has crept into spring by up to two months since the early 1990s, according to a study published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances.

The change has been especially pronounced in the Cascade Range in Northern California, the coastal mountains of Central California, and coastal Southern California from Monterey to San Diego.

Officials and disaster managers in the state now often speak of fire as a year-round hazard, instead of a seasonal threat.

The study rules out two factors that might theoretically be behind the shift: buildups of vegetation and changes in the number of fires ignited, either accidentally or on purpose, by humans.

The more important drivers, the researchers found, are the effects of greenhouse warming, including earlier and faster snowmelt and a warmer atmosphere that pulls more moisture out of soil and vegetation.

When blazes get going earlier in the year, "there's more time for the environment to be primed for large fires that can come later in the season when it's really hot," said Gavin D. Madakumbura, a postdoctoral climate researcher at the University of California, Los Angeles, and the study's lead author. "The vegetation has more time to dry out."

The findings suggest that, as nations continue to burn fossil fuels and heat up the planet, Californians should expect peak fire activity to keep moving up in the calendar, though how much earlier it can get is an open question, Dr. Madakumbura said.

This year has already made fire history in California because of the destructive blazes that killed at least 31 people and destroyed thousands of homes around Los Angeles in January. But the state's peak fire season, which starts in summer and runs through October, has had a slow start. June and July were unseasonably cool across much of the state. Thick fog has hugged the coast of Northern and Central California, keeping the vegetation moist.

California is so vast and diverse that the characteristics of wildfires vary across different parts of the state. That's why Dr. Madakumbura and his colleagues examined each of the state's 13 ecological regions separately, using records from the U.S. Forest Service of fires that burned between 1992 and 2020.

To see whether changes in vegetation accounted for shifts in fire-season timing, the researchers separated the blazes in each region by the type of landscape on which they ignited: forest, grassland, shrub land, farmland or developed land.

Changes in land management practices have caused some forests and other vegetated areas of the American West to become dense, overgrown and highly flammable. Yet even after controlling for differences in landscapes, Dr. Madakumbura and his co-authors still found that fire seasons showed similar trends toward earlier start dates. There had to be something else that was driving these trends across land of all kinds.

Was it changes in human-caused ignitions? As human settlements expand into fire-prone places, you might expect that more fires would be started by people and infrastructure such as power lines, and could affect the timing of wildfire season.

But that's not what the data shows. Dr. Madakumbura and his colleagues found that the frequency of human-caused fires fell or was flat across California over the past three decades. Other researchers have documented similar declines.

In the end, Dr. Madakumbura and his colleagues found that the earlier onset of fire season was best explained by climate factors. Previous research has suggested that the warming climate could be causing California fire season to grow longer at the back end, too.

A longer fire season might not translate directly into more destruction from wildfires, said Alexandra Syphard, a research ecologist at the Conservation Biology Institute, a nonprofit science organization. It does, however, mean there are more chances each year that the ingredients will come together for a catastrophic blaze, Dr. Syphard said: dry fuels, strong winds, a spark.

Amy Graff contributed reporting.
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The Man Who Would Save Fro-Yo

The frozen treat was inescapable a decade ago, then seemed to vanish. But one C.E.O., with help from the YouTuber Danny Duncan, is firing up the fro-yo time machine.

The frozen yogurt chain 16 Handles is aiming to recapture a trend that peaked in the 2010s.



By Lora Kelley



Aug 04, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Noah Kueny-Lichtman was beaming. The first 100 people to arrive at the 16 Handles grand opening in Cobble Hill, Brooklyn, had been promised a free frozen yogurt treat -- and he was the last person to get one. His friends, right behind him, had to pay.

He took bites from a pink cup filled with cookie dough and peanut butter cup-flavored yogurt, topped with brownie bites, Oreos and hot fudge, chatting over the sound of D.J.-spun family friendly party bops. Mr. Kueny-Lichtman, 18, said his visit, coming as it did just weeks before he was to head off to Tulane to study finance and classics, was "a full circle moment."

He used to frequent another 16 Handles in the neighborhood, now closed, as a young child, so returning to the shop, with its rows of yogurt machines and tubs of spoonable toppings was "pretty nostalgic."

That the nostalgia might attract Gen Z and millennial treat-seekers, recalling the financial-crisis era fro-yo boom of their youth, or slightly older shoppers, craving the TCBY-style desserts of the 1980s, is all part of the plan. The vibe of 16 Handles is a "mix of nostalgic and cool," said Neil Hershman, the company's 30-year-old chief executive, bridging the industry's slightly dusty reputation with his ambitions for another boom time.

Mr. Hershman believes that fro-yo is cool -- that people love it, that the love never went away and that the last wave of stores was mismanaged but the field still has major potential. It's core to his pitch. He says that 16 Handles, which operates with a franchise model, is profitable, and that he hopes to expand with more than 200 new stores across the country in the next few years. The people want fro-yo, he maintains. He is prepared to give it to them.

Neil Hershman, 30, the chief executive of 16 Handles, started as a franchise owner in 2019. John Taggart for The New York Times


And people do seem to want fro-yo again. Manhattanites are jazzed about small uptown shops, New York magazine reported in May. A buzzy yogurt store, Mimi's, is set to open in SoHo this month. Posts about craving "Obama-era froyo" have been rippling through social media.

16 Handles was Manhattan's answer to the national fro-yo craze that exploded into city storefronts and suburban shopping malls in the years after the Great Recession. Started by the founder Solomon Choi in the East Village in 2008, 16 Handles opened a few dozen more locations, largely in the tristate area, in the years that followed.

Within a few years, the industry was slowing down, and since its 2010s boom, the sector has overall contracted: Servings of frozen yogurt were down 28 percent in 2025, compared with those in 2017, though they have ticked up a bit compared to a year ago. The number of stores declined by 35 percent from 2017 to 2024, according to data from the market research firm Circana. 

One reason fro-yo shops "sprouted up all over the place" in the 2010s was their cheap start-up costs, said Alex Susskind, a professor at Cornell focused on food and beverage management. Self-service stores have low staffing expenses, and the machines and equipment were relatively affordable. But, he added, the combination of high prices per ounce (the "value proposition was out of whack," he said) and oversaturation meant that the boom was "not a sustainable consumer experience." He has joked to his students that, for a while, there were fro-yo places opening in the back room of fro-yo places.

In spite of a rocky decade, Mr. Hershman is enthusiastic about his business, and about business in general -- in an interview in a 16 Handles shop on the Upper East Side, he dropped admiring references to Adam Neumann's "blitzscaling" strategy (at WeWork) and to the operational prowess of the hedge fund manager Bill Ackman.

Fro-yo has always been kid-friendly. John Taggart for The New York Times

But Mr. Hershman hopes it will attract a date-night crowd, too. John Taggart for The New York Times


It was curiosity about business that led him to the fro-yo world in 2019. Coming off a stint working at a hedge fund and a side hustle creating a drink-chilling coaster, after graduating from George Washington University, he was interested in the food and beverage industry. He had an idea for a nautical-themed bar, and for a Great Gatsby-inspired one. He wanted to be the person to bring the fast-casual chain Cava to Manhattan, but was told it was not a franchise. That prompted him to Google what a franchise was.

"I go to 16 Handles," Mr. Hershman recalled thinking, "maybe that's a franchise." Having seen the perpetually broken bathroom at the location near his home at the time in Murray Hill, he had some ideas for how to run it better. After doing some research and meeting with its owners, he took over the store at age 23 for about $500,000, he said, covering three-quarters of the purchase with a Small Business Administration loan and the rest with his own savings.

He thought it would be turnkey. It was not. He ended up working 14-hour days for the first few months and, of course, the Covid-19 pandemic soon scrambled in-person business. But he added more Manhattan shops to his portfolio, taking advantage of the lockdowns to renegotiate leases. Within a few years, he was the chain's largest franchisee.

Mr. Hershman bought the chain from Mr. Choi in 2022 -- splitting the purchase with the YouTuber Danny Duncan, 33, with whom he struck up a correspondence after seeing the content creator posting from a 16 Handles in TriBeCa. (Mr. Choi died last year of a heart attack at age 44.)

Mr. Duncan, known for his line of "Virginity Rocks" T-shirts, said in an interview that he was interested in a new opportunity beyond YouTube, and he soon offered to help buy 16 Handles. Mr. Duncan sometimes posts about fro-yo on his channel, where he has some eight million subscribers and an audience that skews young and male, but, he said, he does so out of pride rather than formal obligation. "I'm like a dad on Instagram just posting about his kid," he said.

The goal of the frozen yogurt chain C.E.O. is to make sure "you're not embarrassed to post an Instagram story of yourself at 16 Handles." John Taggart for The New York Times


Mr. Hershman declined to name the purchase price, but estimated that the chain was now worth about $10 million. He still has six franchises of his own, and he works from an office in Midtown East managing a corporate team of eight. These days, he visits a 16 Handles location about once or twice a week, he said, often getting a plain tart yogurt with fruit. 

His pitch is resonating with the fellow young and hungry: The new Cobble Hill franchisees are Dylan Vas, 31, who also works as a consultant at Accenture, and Eric Farber, 32, a former investment banker who is now a student at Columbia Business School. 

Later this year, Mr. Duncan plans to open a 16 Handles in his hometown, Englewood, Fla. Those ambitions fit in nicely with the company's expansion plans, which focus on suburban areas in Florida, Texas and the Carolinas.

Crystal and Ryan Waugh, a married couple with two teenage sons, opened a 16 Handles in Montgomery, Texas, near Houston, last year and are planning a second location. Fans of frozen yogurt from their time living in California, they thought such a business could do well in their area.  They stumbled upon Mr. Duncan's YouTube posts while researching the industry, and liked his energy -- and that their sons knew who he was.

The 16 Handles team hopes to expand further, capturing nostalgia for what some on TikTok call "Obama-era froyo." John Taggart for The New York Times


Ms. Waugh now drives a white Tesla with plates reading "16HNDLS," and the couple's sons work at their shop. They sound cleareyed about the challenges, though: Self-serve fro-yo can be "a very disgusting experience," Mr. Waugh said. So they emphasize keeping the machines, toppings bar and tables clean. "People got tired of fro-yo not because of the fro-yo," Mr. Waugh said. But because it became "icky. I hear a lot of 'icky.'"

The ick factor is a tricky one, especially in a post-pandemic world sensitive to germs. "I thought it would never come back," said Larry Fantl, 84, a psychologist who came across the 16 Handles opening while visiting Cobble Hill from his home on the Upper West Side. He marveled at the crowd, and that more people were not more wary: Think of all the hands touching all those handles. (He himself sometimes eats 16 Handles, he said).

"It's dirty in there for sure," said Leah Orlando, 29, who works in public relations but put in time at an Arizona frozen yogurt shop as a teen, clarifying that she was referring to fro-yo shops in general, not this particular location, which she said was clean. Eating fro-yo was "the thing to do in high school," Ms. Orlando said, but "it just disappeared."

Mr. Hershman has plans to avoid the pitfalls of the prior wave. "We always talk about cool, keep it cool."

 He welcomes children -- he is the father of a newborn and a toddler -- but also aspires to cultivate an energy where "you're not embarrassed to post an Instagram story of yourself at 16 Handles."

At night, he said, store lights dim and the vibe becomes more "clubby." People could go there on dates, he said, especially if they are seeking an alcohol-free option. (It is a delicate balance: As he was describing this vision, an employee in the Upper East Side shop turned on a television and started playing "Bluey" for some young afternoon snackers.)

The hope is to create a "cool" atmosphere, and a trend that lasts. John Taggart for The New York Times

Noah Kueny-Lichtman, with free fro-yo, said the whole experience was "pretty nostalgic." John Taggart for The New York Times


Mr. Hershman, who speaks quickly, saying things like "you can fro-yo anything," has all sorts of ideas for the future. Maybe he could run a food and beverage holding company. Maybe he could get into the trash space, trying to serve other food businesses that deal with a lot of refuse.  In a follow-up email, he noted that people told him "all the time" that he should run for office. But for now, he is focusing on expanding 16 Handles, trying to make the brand "a household name."

"If it is a trend, we will ride it until the end," he said.

Fro-yo is already all over the place in pop culture -- and it is not always represented favorably. In the sitcom "The Good Place," that the characters are served endless fro-yo is a sign they are in hell. Mr. Hershman, who said he had not seen that show, presented a different favorite onscreen fro-yo moment: In one widely quoted line from the 2010 movie about Facebook, "The Social Network," Justin Timberlake, playing the Napster founder Sean Parker says: "A million dollars isn't cool. You know what's cool?" His answer: "a billion dollars."

A beat later, he tells the actors portraying Mark Zuckerberg and his crew that they're heading for a billion-dollar valuation, "unless you take bad advice, in which case you may as well have come up with a chain of very successful yogurt shops."

To the young tech executives in the movie, this is presented as a cautionary tale. To Mr. Hershman, it sounds pretty great. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/04/style/frozen-yogurt-16-handles-ceo.html
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Upstaged by Raccoons? The Joys of Playing Shakespeare in Central Park.

'You realize you're being upstaged by an animal that's completely unpredictable': As the Delacorte Theater reopens, actors and others recall their favorite memories.

A 2018 production of "Twelfth Night" at the Delacorte Theater featured a cast of amateurs and professionals (including, above center, Shaina Taub).



By Rachel Sherman
Photographs by Sara Krulwich



Aug 05, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Raccoons, rainstorms and now, a transformative renovation. Since 1962, the Delacorte Theater in Central Park has hosted fuzzy critters and leaking rafters alongside production crews, stage actors and bands of New Yorkers braving the elements for Free Shakespeare in the Park. Now, after an 18-month, $85 million makeover, the Delacorte, which is operated by the Public Theater, will reopen on Thursday with a starry production of "Twelfth Night."


Rain delayed the start of a 2022 performance of "Richard III."

Phylicia Rashad and Benjamin Ye in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" in 2017.

When raccoons make a cameo, they often become the stars.

In 2021, "Merry Wives" welcomed theatergoers back to live theater.

In "Twelfth Night," in 2002, Julia Stiles slid down a giant wave.

A trailer sat center stage in "The Taming of the Shrew" in 2016.


Lauren Ambrose and Oscar Isaac in "Romeo and Juliet" in 2007.

Covered in blood, soaked by rain, adorned with crowns and capes: A who's who of the acting world has crossed the Delacorte stage, and over the past few decades the New York Times photographer Sara Krulwich has captured many of them. We spoke to actors, directors and others about their memories of working en plein air. "There's nothing more magical," Oscar Isaac said. These interviews have been edited and condensed for clarity.



Liev Schreiber

Fair is foul, foul is fair: Schreiber, who first performed at the Delacorte in 1995, tackled the role of Macbeth in 2006. He did what any self-respecting professional actor would do when encountering a raccoon onstage, he played for the critter.


You know how some things get embedded in your memory, and you don't know if you made them up or if they actually happened? I was relatively young, and I had this memory of seeing Raul Julia play Othello at the Delacorte, and a heron or some kind of big bird took off right behind the stage as he strangled the life out of Desdemona. It's the thing that motivated me to want to work at the Delacorte.

Finally, one day, I'm doing "Macbeth," and a raccoon, obviously addled from eating rat poison or something, drunkenly waddles onto the stage in the midst of my most important speech. And in full view of the entire audience, this drunk raccoon ambles onstage and plops himself dead center in my spotlight and proceeds to watch me.

Just imagine being in front of 1,500 people, and you realize you're being upstaged by an animal that's completely unpredictable. They're already tittering because the raccoon has actually sat back on his haunches in front of me while I'm doing this speech about murdering the King of Scotland. I figured I had only one option, which was to play for the raccoon, which was to make him a part of it. And literally, three or four seconds into including the raccoon into my speech, he decided that was really boring and waddled off the stage and got a huge ovation from the audience. It was the kind of thing you were always terrified would happen, and then kind of anticipating and hoping that it will.




Danai Gurira

"You've got to give them what they came for," said Gurira, right, who starred, along with Ali Stroker, left, in "Richard III" in 2022. She first performed at the Delacorte in 2011's "Measure for Measure."


When I was doing "Richard III," there was this time when it was raining and raining and raining and raining, and they were going to call it. The first thing I do is walk out and kill someone in that play. So, you're sort of in a certain state of mind. And they're about to call it. And so you start to let go, right? You start to say, "OK, I'll just go stuff my face and watch Netflix and read the play through again."

But then I looked up into the audience. People were still there and I remember seeing this woman. She was in a red dress, and she was drenched -- like drenched through -- and she was going nowhere. And I was like, "Yo, we've got to do this play! Come on, y'all." And then somehow it stopped enough for them to let the show run. And we did that show with a soaking stage. We did our thing. You've got to give them what they came for.



Oscar Isaac

Duel in a "malaria pond": Isaac as Romeo and Brian Tyree Henry as Tybalt in a 2007 production of "Romeo and Juliet." Isaac first performed at the Delacorte in "Two Gentlemen of Verona" in 2005.


In "Romeo and Juliet," Michael Greif and the stage designer [Mark Wendland] had come up with this set with three or four inches of water in the middle. These bridges would go over the water, and the sword fights would happen in the water, and then at the end, when we died, the tomb was in the water. Of course, we all ended up getting sick by being in this water. So we called it the malaria pond. As the days went on, everyone came down with something.

But to be able to do that speech from "Romeo and Juliet," where I talk about her being like the moon, and to actually see the moon, to see the stars in the sky behind Lauren Ambrose [who played Juliet] as I was delivering these soliloquies, it was really powerful. It's dreamlike.




Marisa Tomei

Tomei and Stephen Hanan in the early Shakespeare farce "The Comedy of Errors" in 1992. Martha Swope/The New York Public Library


There are certain sensorial things that I remember. Just the sound of the crickets -- that was so, so powerful and soothing -- and combined with that certain kind of fear slash adrenaline of being about to go onstage, it was very potent, and almost sexy in its own way. I remember just anticipating nightfall and just waiting for those sounds to come up and for night to descend, to know that we were going to be able to perform.



James Lapine

Chip Zien, foreground, and Amy Adams, right, in a 2012 revival of "Into the Woods," which Lapine wrote with Stephen Sondheim. In 1982, Lapine directed "A Midsummer Night's Dream."


Joe Papp [who helped found the Public Theater] called me out of the blue and said, "We've had a show drop out at the Delacorte, and I want you to do 'Midsummer' there." And I said, "Seriously? I've never directed Shakespeare, I've barely been in the theater." And he said, "Oh, you can do it." He was so amazing in getting people to do what he wanted. So that was my introduction to that enormous theater.

It was beastly hot, and everybody was stoned. I remember I would be running up and back and forth to the actors onstage to give them instruction. And then suddenly, behind me Joe Papp appeared with a bullhorn, and he shoved it in my hands and said, "You're a director. Use the bullhorn. You don't run back and forth on the stage." So that's what I did.




Christine Baranski

"I was in a state of enchantment," said Baranski, who played Helena in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" in 1982. She made her Delacorte debut in "Hamlet" in 1972. Martha Swope/The New York Public Library


I played Helena in "A Midsummer Night's Dream," and to this day it remains my favorite stage appearance, which is saying a lot, because I've done a lot of stage. I was in love with the man who was to become my husband [Matthew Cowles], and he'd drive me to rehearsals and to the theater on his BMW motorcycle named Lucifer and pick me up after the show. Of course he had a black leather motorcycle jacket and smoked unfiltered Mexican cigarettes.

Anyway, this is the '80s and I was in love and I was under the stars doing Shakespeare. And James Lapine gave me a note that opened up the whole performance for me when he said "She's 'tres femme.'" And I made her flounce on and offstage and it was one of my most inventive comedic performances. I was in a state of enchantment. 



Al Pacino

"This is the theater we come from," said Pacino, who played Shylock in "The Merchant of Venice" in 2010.


It was a great place to work in, under the stars, to an extremely accepting and understanding audience, all adding up to something I've never experienced. My instant memory is while in the middle of a scene it started raining, which was, of course, the last thing you want to have happen, but finally the best thing that could have happened. It just brought us all together, the actors and the audience, as we accepted the rain together. It was a beautiful connection. In the end, it wound up being a very good show. Outdoor theater, if you look at it, is basically our tradition for centuries. It brings with it this feeling of participation and engagement. This is the theater we come from.



Lily Rabe and Hamish Linklater

Rabe and Linklater, above, reunited onstage for the 2014 production of "Much Ado About Nothing," four years after first performing together in "The Merchant of Venice." Between them, the couple have performed in 10 Shakespeare in the Park productions.


RABE There was this one night -- because we had many nights of rain -- but there was this one night where there was this kind of misting from the beginning of the play. And it was this gentle mist that was absolutely bearable and not threatening. And then I got to that quite famous speech, and when I said, "The quality of mercy is not strained; It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath," I had my hands out, and I ...

LINKLATER You caught a drop right in your palm!

RABE I turned my hand sort of up, and this big drop flopped into my hand. And then it was a downpour. And the audience made a sound unlike any sound I've ever heard. I had my hands out and, like, caught a rainstorm. It was unbelievable.

We also had a very wonderful mishap that could have happened indoors or out. But it's one of our fondest memories.

LINKLATER In "Much Ado About Nothing," I had played Benedick in high school previously so I knew all the lines, except [the director] Jack O'Brien had put in this one line which is always cut ... and this is why it's cut. I have a line where I say: "and a whole book full of these quondam carpet mongers."

RABE And as he's saying it, things are picking up, and I'm waiting in the wings to come out. It's toward the end of the play.

LINKLATER I'm hopelessly in love, I've realized it now, and she has too.

RABE I'm standing right there waiting for my cue.

LINKLATER And instead of "quondam carpet mongers," I said very loudly to a house of 1,800 people, "and a whole book full of these carpet condom makers!" As soon as it was out of my mouth, I realized my error. And I paused, and there was a nervous titter in the house. And then I said, "No," and went back.

RABE They stood up on their feet. I was rolling on the floor.

LINKLATER Then she had to come out --

RABE I had to come out, and I was just weeping. And he started weeping. And the whole audience all sort of wept and laughed together with us for what felt like 20 minutes.

LINKLATER It was one of the unique pleasures of falling on your face when your best friend makes the next entrance and gets to laugh along with you.




Jesse Tyler Ferguson

Ferguson, left, and Linklater in "The Comedy of Errors" in 2013. This summer's "Twelfth Night" will be Ferguson's seventh Delacorte show.


When we were doing "Comedy of Errors" [in 2013] a rainstorm quickly approached. They weren't able to cover the sound equipment in time; it fried the entire system. The storm clouds cleared, so technically we would have been able to continue with the show, but there was no amplification, no music, no microphones.

Hamish [Linklater] and I really wanted to continue, so we ran onto the stage and we told the remaining audience members to come down as close to the stage as they could and we were just going to continue without microphones. Where we had left off before the rainstorm was actually a big dance number. We all just started singing a cappella and snapping our fingers, and the dancers danced to us singing the song instead of a recorded musical number.

It just continued on from there. Hamish and I were projecting, and the rest of the cast was projecting. If there was a sound cue of a gunshot, the whole cast would go "bang." And then it started raining again. The audience stayed, because we kept going, and we kept going because the audience was staying. When the play ended I don't even think we bowed. We ended up applauding for the audience, and they were applauding for us.



Lear deBessonet

Christopher Fitzgerald as Autolycus in "The Winter's Tale," which deBessonet directed in 2014. The production was part of the Public Theater's Public Works program (founded by deBessonet), which partners with community organizations and casts professional and amateur actors.


During the big festival scene [in "The Winter's Tale"], we had Chris Fitzgerald at center stage with about 80 community members, including children. And a little girl in the audience, who was probably 5, stood up and ran, like, 70 feet directly onto the stage and joined the children. And the entire audience saw this happen, and her parent was running after her, trying to catch her, and didn't catch her. You felt this gasp of delight from the audience. And the children onstage basically just put their arms around her and included her in song, and Chris kept going. She did not perceive any separation between herself and what was happening on that stage. And a couple of minutes later, you saw a relatively sheepish stage manager in a headset creep on and go and take her by the hand and lead her off the stage. And then you saw her eventually returned to her family, and the audience applauded.



Buzz Cohen

Raccoons are known to nest under the bleachers, with occasional stage appearances. As a stage manager who has worked on 22 Delacorte productions, Cohen has a range of strategies for dealing with New York City wildlife.


Yes, it is true that they call me the raccoon whisperer. I react to the raccoons according to their age. Really, we don't mean them any harm, we just don't want them on deck during the show. So the little babies, you can basically just kind of gently clap your hands and they think, "Oh, how rude," and, you know, they'll scurry on.

With the, what I call, teenage raccoons, the ones who have grown up a bit, you actually take your flashlight and kind of go back and forth toward their eyes, and they too go, "Ah, how rude," and will leave.

Then you get to Big Mama and those of her kin who basically look at you, and go, "What?" So there I will just sort of gently interpose my body in terms of the pathways, like I just want them to go in other directions. I have to, of course, train the company that they can't say "nice kitty" and feed or otherwise encourage the raccoons. And it's hard, because they're just so darn cute.




Sam Waterston

"It would blow a huge hole in my career if you took the Delacorte out of it," said Waterston, who has appeared in 10 productions since 1963, including "The Tempest," with, above, Francesca Carpanini, in 2015.


I started working there in 1963, which was a year after it was built. All of us coming into New York then thought that it had been built for us. And 62 years later, here we are. I've done just rafts and rafts of shows there. It would blow a huge hole in my career if you took the Delacorte out of it.

One of the great things about doing comedy in the park is that you can spread a laugh. When I was doing Benedick soliloquies, in which he makes a right fool out of himself, you could say something to the audience on stage left, and they would start to laugh, and then you could turn your head and spread the laugh like you were spreading butter on a piece of bread right around the whole theater.

There's something about being out there.  You can hear the hum of the city, and you can hear its heart beating.



Danielle Brooks

Brooks and Olivia Washington in "Much Ado About Nothing" in 2019.


I was five months pregnant while playing Beatrice, and I didn't share that with anyone until, I think, the final performance. So that was interesting, you know, with the outfit in the final week, having to get opened up, and just going up and down all the stairs carefully, and being afraid of having mommy brain. I kind of hid my script all over backstage to refresh my memory. During that performance I was running in the audience doing damn near back flips, doing forward rolls, going through the audience, in the aisles, all kind of stuff. But it was exciting to be able to perform pregnant and not feel alone, because I have held a lot of fear being onstage in the past. But when you're pregnant, I felt like I just had somebody with me the whole time.



Beowulf Boritt

For the 2019 production of "Coriolanus," the set designer Beowulf Boritt struck a corrugated metal facade with a baseball bat to create a shantytown.


In the production of "Coriolanus," a sort of a weird tradition for me started. That one was set in kind of a shantytown, and the whole set was built out of corrugated metal, and I wanted to beat it up to make it look more battered and weathered. I brought in a baseball bat and within five minutes broke the thing hitting the set with it. And the crew at the Public, I think, had anticipated I wouldn't bring a good enough baseball bat, and proudly came out with this giant Louisville Slugger that said "Grendel Basher" on it and gave it to me. And I have forever after used that to beat up scenery on Broadway and all over the place. It's my Delacorte souvenir that goes with me to almost every show.

The fact that the Delacorte is open to the sky is part of what's so magical about it. It really does sort of feel as one with nature as you can get in New York City.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/05/theater/shakespeare-in-the-park-nyc-delacorte-theater.html
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Ask a Showrunner


The Creators of 'Platonic' Are Married. That's Funny.

Francesca Delbanco and Nicholas Stoller discuss the Apple TV+ show's "weird" second season, and what it's like when your work spouse is your actual spouse.

Video: 



By Alexis Soloski
Visuals by Maggie Shannon



Aug 06, 2025 at 10:03 AM

As a teenager, Francesca Delbanco had plenty of male friends. But as she grew up, got married and had children, those friendships became harder to make -- and maintain.

"We get socialized away from it," she said in an interview. At house parties and school functions, the women chatted with other women, the men mingled with other men. Her old friendships, "those deep, irreplaceable friendships," came to seem daring, even taboo.

And this, she and her husband, the writer and director Nicholas Stoller, decided, could be very, very funny. Together they created "Platonic," a sun-kissed Los Angeles-set series that returns for its second season on Apple TV+ on Wednesday. A mellow and anxious comedy, it stars Rose Byrne and Seth Rogen as Sylvia and Will, old friends who reconnect amid the hassles and busyness of midlife. The show explores what love without romance can look like.

"We're very pro-platonic friendship," Stoller said.

I met Stoller and Delbanco, who previously collaborated on the Netflix show "Friends From College," on a cloudless California morning in their glamorous Mid-Wilshire home, which they refer to as "the house that jokes built." The living room was gracefully appointed in violet, gray and cream. A fresh baked plum torte was served on matching china. You would never guess that these are people who love a projectile vomiting bit.

"Platonic" was originally conceived as an anthology series, but the chemistry between Byrne and Rogen (both veterans of past Stoller projects, including the "Neighbors" movies) upended that. This twist presented a challenge for the second season. "We really came into the writers room with a feeling of like, 'Oh crap, what are we going to do?'" Delbanco said. So a few wrinkles were added to the California cool: Will is now engaged; Sylvia's husband, Charlie (Luke Macfarlane, another Stoller regular), suffers a midlife crisis.

"If one us really doesn't like something, it doesn't go in," Nicholas Stoller said of working with his wife, Francesca Delbanco. "People are always like 'How do you work with your spouse?" I'm like, "I don't know, it's pretty easy.'"


Over torte (Stoller is an obsessive baker), husband and wife discussed love, friendship and having your work spouse be your actual spouse. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

What was the seed of "Platonic"?

FRANCESCA DELBANCO It was a feeling that, in our current lives, my old friendships with men seemed to stand out as unusual. I have two guy friends who I have gone to Las Vegas with a few times. One weekend, Nick was alone with the girls and was hanging out with whomever he was hanging with. They were like, "Where's Francesca?" He was like, "Oh, she's in Vegas with her guy friends." And it was shocking, like the most transgressive thing imaginable.

What made you think of Rose for Sylvia?

DELBANCO Rose is the funniest person alive and a really deep actor who understands that comedy and pathos coexist.

NICHOLAS STOLLER When we pitched the idea to her, she totally got it. She has close friends who are guys and understood the complications of that and what makes it funny.

And she thought of Seth, right?

STOLLER They had worked on "Neighbors" and "Neighbors 2." She loves Seth. They legitimately crack each other up and really have great chemistry. They just click.

DELBANCO They had that old-friendship chemistry, you don't have to build it.

Were you worried about perpetuating the trope of the tightly wound hot lady and the schlubby guy who can't get it together?

DELBANCO Before we had anybody attached, the character was different, he was an E.R. doctor. When we talked it over with Seth, he was like, "This isn't exactly the kind of guy I play."

STOLLER He has good instincts, he was like, "If she's going to occupy a more traditional societal role as a mom with three kids, maybe he should have a cooler job and be a little bit more bohemian." And it sounds silly, but he's a really good brewmaster. His life's a bit of a mess, but so is hers. I don't think of him as a sloppy loser guy.

Rose Byrne and Seth Rogen in "Platonic." "They had that old friendship chemistry," Delbanco said. "You don't have to build it." Apple TV+


What makes Sylvia and Will good friends?

DELBANCO What greater pleasure is there in life than to be so known and so seen by another person? That's slightly different than marriage. In marriage, you're not going to be super obnoxious the way you can with a friend. Friends can speak to each other with brutal honesty.

Are they good for each other?

DELBANCO We think they are. We intend for the show to think that they are. With Sylvia, it is good for her to have a person she can say all of her most insecure, worst fears to.

STOLLER With Will, to have a friend be honest with him is really helpful.

Rose and Seth played a couple in the "Neighbors" movies. How is the dynamic different here? How does that change the stakes?

STOLLER They can fight more as friends. He thinks she's judgmental, she thinks he's irresponsible. They're really able to call each other out.

DELBANCO To be candid, the project of this show is a thousand times harder than we thought it would be. We were like, "This is a cool topic and hasn't had its day on TV." Once we started writing we were like, "Oh, most TV shows are about murder or sex and we don't have either." It is hard to generate tension and story over the course of 10 episodes without those.

STOLLER What ends up happening is you find your way to weirder, more honest stories. Because most of life doesn't have murder. You're forced out of the tropes of TV.

What makes you a good team?

STOLLER This is a show that's about a man and a woman, and we are a man and a woman. We'll be writing and Francesca will say, "A woman would never say that." I'll do the same thing. We're very respectful of each other. My joke is that we both are very, very passionate and also don't care. If one us really doesn't like something, it doesn't go in. People are always like, "How do you work with your spouse?" I'm like, "I don't know, it's pretty easy."

DELBANCO I am nervous to reflect on it too carefully because I'm always like, "What if it ruins it?" It just works. We don't divide labor, which is probably stupid and inefficient, but it is just the way we work. We write everything together. We are both at every production meeting.

"We don't divide labor, which is probably stupid and inefficient, but it is just the way we work," Delbanco said of her work partnership with Stoller. "We write everything together."


How did you differentiate the second season from the first?

DELBANCO The second season was challenging, because we had tied everything up with a neat little bow. We hadn't saved a whole bunch of moves. We did them fighting. We did them getting back together. We did them betraying each other. We did all these things. Now what are we going to do? It was hard, but in retrospect, it was fun because it had to be weird.

How weird can you be while also keeping the story real? I am thinking particularly of a tragic Season 2 golf accident?

DELBANCO That is the tension of the show. That is the area we most like to work in, which is grounded and real, with crazy comedy set pieces.

STOLLER The goal is to make people laugh out loud.

What's the pleasure of working with the same actors over and over?

STOLLER I'm just lazy. When you know actors' moves, it's easier to write for them, even if they're playing a different character.

DELBANCO And it's fun to go to work every day and hang out with your friends and have that be your job. We love them. It's fun to go to work and be together.
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Despite Opposition, Netanyahu's Security Cabinet to Discuss Gaza Military Push

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will meet with a group of senior ministers on Thursday as the families of the hostages warn that moving into new areas could endanger the captives.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is considering expanding Israel's military operation in Gaza to the entire territory. Gil Cohen-Magen/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Isabel Kershner
Reporting from Jerusalem


Aug 06, 2025 at 02:43 PM

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu plans to convene his security cabinet, a small group of senior ministers, on Thursday to discuss expanding Israel's military campaign into the rest of Gaza.

The talks come amid growing criticism domestically and worries that such a step would endanger the lives of hostages held by Hamas and other armed groups in the enclave.

Mr. Netanyahu's high-stakes proposal comes as the last military operation, which began in mid-March, has come to a virtual standstill and as negotiations with Hamas for a cease-fire and a hostage-for-prisoner exchange have reached an impasse.

A hunger crisis in Gaza, which many aid agencies and foreign governments blame on Israeli policies, has killed scores of Palestinians and spurred an international diplomatic backlash against Israel -- including from some of its closest traditional allies.

In Israel, the proposal to extend the military operation into the heart of Gaza City and central areas of the territory, where officials believe hostages are being held, has caused growing concern, especially among the families of the captives and their supporters.

After two brief cease-fires and some Israeli military rescue missions, there are 50 hostages still in the enclave, of whom 20 are believed to be alive, according to Israeli officials.

The military says it already controls more than 75 percent of Gaza. Polls have shown that most Israelis want the war to end in a deal that would see the hostages released. But the Israeli government's stated goal of "total victory" over Hamas has yet to be achieved.

People inspect damage at a U.N. clinic following an Israeli bombardment in Gaza City on Wednesday.  Jehad Alshrafi/Associated Press


"Hamas's refusal to release the hostages obligates us to take additional decisions regarding the way to advance the goals of the war," Israel Katz, Israel's defense minister, said in a statement on Wednesday.

He listed those goals as "eliminating Hamas while creating the conditions for the hostages' release and ensuring the safety of the Israeli communities," meaning those near the Gaza border.

Mr. Netanyahu's office told some Israeli reporters this week that he was discussing expanding the military campaign into the rest of Gaza. The prime minister's office said the military was opposed to maneuvering in those areas for fear of endangering the hostages.

But officials briefed on the government's thinking said that no final decision had been made, and some Israeli analysts said that the proposal may be meant as a threat to try to pressure Hamas into making concessions for a deal.

Hamas has said it will not agree to a deal without firm guarantees that the war will end. Israel has said that the conflict will not stop unless Hamas disarms, a demand that the group has publicly rejected.

Far-right members of Mr. Netanyahu's governing coalition have been pressing for a full Israeli occupation of Gaza to pave the way for renewed Jewish settlement there 20 years after Israel withdrew its forces and settlers from the enclave. Mr. Netanyahu relies on their support to remain in power. 

Mr. Netanyahu held a security consultation on Wednesday with Yair Lapid, the centrist leader of Israel's parliamentary opposition. After the meeting, Mr. Lapid said he had told the prime minister that "occupying Gaza is a very bad idea."

"The Israeli people are not interested in this war," he added.

Mr. Lapid on Tuesday had said in a statement that conquering all of Gaza would "lead to all the hostages dying of hunger, beatings and torture." Such action, he said, would also lead to more Israeli soldiers being killed.

On Tuesday, thousands of Israelis protested around the country against the government's plans to expand the fighting and take over all of Gaza.

Protesters in Tel Aviv call for the release of hostages held in Gaza and an end to the war. Tomer Appelbaum/Reuters


"We will not allow the hostages to be sacrificed on the alter of a forever war -- there must be a deal now," the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, a grass roots organization that has advocated for the captives and their families, said in a statement.

About 1,200 people were killed in the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, which ignited the war, and about 250 more were taken to Gaza, according to the Israeli government.

Videos released over the weekend showed two living captives looking emaciated and frail, shocking many Israelis and raising questions about how much longer the men could survive.

More than 60,000 Palestinians have been killed by Israel's counteroffensive in Gaza, including thousands of children, according to Gaza health officials, who do not distinguish between civilians and combatants. Most of the enclave's two million residents have been displaced, often more than once, and much of the territory has been reduced to rubble.
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Prince Harry Cleared of Bullying Accusations at Charity He Co-founded

The British regulator found no evidence to support the claims made by the charity's chair, but it criticized all sides for letting the fight play out publicly.

Prince Harry with a group of children at a Sentebale event in Botswana in 2019. He co-founded the charity to help young people with H.I.V. and AIDS. Monirul Bhuiyan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Lynsey Chutel
Reporting from London


Aug 06, 2025 at 03:09 PM

Britain's charities' regulator on Wednesday cleared Prince Harry of bullying, harassment and sexism at the charity he co-founded, following a monthslong dispute with the head of the organization that spilled out into the open.

Sophie Chandauka, the chair of the organization, made a series of allegations against Harry, against Prince Seeiso of Lesotho, his co-founder, and against the board of trustees after they resigned in March. She accused them of "abuse of power, bullying, harassment, misogyny and misogynoir," a term that refers to sexism toward Black women.

The two princes stepped down in solidarity with five of the board's nine trustees, who had quit after they lost confidence in Ms. Chandauka and called on her to resign. The former trustees also reported their concerns to the Charity Commission, the independent watchdog that oversees charities in England and Wales.

The dispute erupted into a public relations crisis and the commission opened an investigation into the accusations.

The regulator said in its report on Wednesday that it found no evidence to support Ms. Chandauka's claims of "widespread or systemic bullying or harassment." The commission also said it found no evidence of "overreach" by Harry as patron or by Ms. Chandauka.

Sophie Chandauka, the chair of Sentebale, made a number of accusations against Prince Harry, which he strongly denied from the start. Yaroslav Sabitov/Press Association, via Associated Press


But the report criticized "all parties" for allowing the dispute to play out in public, including in television interviews, and said the organization's poorly defined leadership roles contributed to the clash.

And it acknowledged "the strong perception of ill treatment felt by a number of parties to the dispute."

"Sentebale's problems played out in the public eye, enabling a damaging dispute to harm the charity's reputation," David Holdsworth, chief executive of the Charity Commission, said in a statement. He added: "Moving forward I urge all parties not to lose sight of those who rely on the charity's services."

The commission said that it had issued a regulatory action plan setting out steps that Ms. Chandauka and her new trustees must take to improve the charity's complaints procedures, to establish clearer processes for delegating authority and setting out the importance of securing sufficient funding.

"The regulator is monitoring the charity's progress against the regulatory action plan," the statement said. "Should it receive evidence that raises new regulatory concerns, it will assess this in line with its usual process."

When the commission announced its investigation into the charity's compliance in April, Harry said he hoped it would "unveil the truth that collectively forced us to resign."

A statement issued by Harry's office on Wednesday welcomed the report's finding that there was no evidence of bullying, but said that it fell "troublingly short in many regards." The statement added that "the consequences of the current chair's actions will not be borne by her -- but by the children who rely on Sentebale's support."

The former trustees said in a joint statement that the commission had failed to properly investigate Ms. Chandauka's management.

"We are disheartened by the way in which the Charity Commission has chosen to ignore key concerns and irrefutable evidence raised with them regarding the leadership and oversight of Sentebale's chair," the former trustees said, adding that they remained "gravely concerned" about the charity's future.

Sentebale said in a statement that the charity felt "some degree of reassurance that the Charity Commission has not identified widespread bullying within the charity, but the commission has acknowledged the strong perception of ill treatment felt by a number of parties to the dispute and the impact this may have had on them personally."

Ms. Chandauka said that the commission's investigation had been "a test" for the organization. "We are emerging not just grateful to have survived, but stronger: more focused, better governed, boldly ambitious and with our dignity intact," she added.

In March, after Harry resigned as patron, Ms. Chandauka claimed in a series of incendiary interviews with British news media that the prince's decision was intended to damage Sentebale after he and the former trustees had failed to oust her. He strongly denied those claims.

After the trustees resigned along with the two princes, Ms. Chandauka appointed four new trustees. Only two remain, according to the charity commission's records and the charity's website.

A Zimbabwe-born lawyer who has worked for Morgan Stanley and Meta, the technology company, Ms. Chandauka was named chair of Sentebale in July 2023 and had previously served as a trustee from 2009 to 2015.

When Ms. Chandauka made her accusations public, she described herself as a whistle blower, and reported the former trustees to the commission. Ms. Chandauka also filed a lawsuit against them at England's High Court. Her office said it would ask to close the case following the results of the Charity Commission investigation. 

Founded in 2006 in honor of the princes' mothers, Sentebale raised funds for young people in southern Africa. At its establishment, the charity aimed to help communities affected by the H.I.V. pandemic in Lesotho, one of the world's poorest countries. It later expanded its work to nearby Botswana, and to addressing substance abuse, gender-based violence and other issues facing young people.
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Man Who Lit Cigarette From Eternal Flame in Paris Is Arrested

A video showing the man casually walking across the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier beneath the Arc de Triomphe set off outrage in France.

The flame on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier during a wreath laying event in Paris. Ludovic Marin/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Ali Watkins



Aug 06, 2025 at 02:49 PM

The video set off outrage in France and across the internet: A man stepping nonchalantly over a chain barrier beneath the Arc de Triomphe to light a cigarette from the eternal flame at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

The man could face criminal charges in Paris, where he was arrested on Tuesday. The Paris Public Prosecutor's office declined to name the man but said in a statement that he "acknowledges the facts" of the episode.

"This unworthy and deplorable act undermines the memory of those who died for France," said Bruno Retailleau, France's interior minister, on social media.

The suspect is a 47-year-old Moroccan man who is a legal resident of France, and is likely to have his residency permit revoked, according to a French official with knowledge of the matter who requested anonymity to discuss an ongoing legal process.

In France, violating a burial site, tomb, urn or monument can be punished by up to a year in prison and a fine of 15,000 euros (about $17,400).

France's Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was installed in 1920 beneath the Arc de Triomphe on the Champs-Elysees in Paris, and holds the remains of an unknown French soldier who died in World War I. The flame was lit in 1923 and has burned since.


Video of the cigarette-lighting episode began spreading on social media on Tuesday. It shows the man, dressed in athletic wear, walking casually past a crowd of tourists gathered at the memorial. He stoops to light his cigarette from the eternal flame and walks on.

The footage quickly prompted officials and others in France to call for the man's arrest.

"This is not a simple deviation: it is a desecration," said Patricia Miralles, the French minister for war veterans.

Across the world, war memorials with eternal flames have periodically been vandalized or desecrated. In 2012 in Australia, a man was arrested and charged with putting out the eternal flame at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne with a fire extinguisher. In June, Russian officials said they were investigating reports that a child had poured water on an eternal flame in the Yaroslavl region.

Aurelien Breeden contributed reporting from Paris.
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Trump Tells European Leaders He Intends to Meet With Putin and Zelensky

If the meeting goes ahead as President Trump described, it will be the first in-person summit between an American and Russian president in more than four years. 

President Trump with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia at the G20 Summit in Japan in 2019. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Maggie Haberman, Steven Erlanger and Andrew E. Kramer
Maggie Haberman reported from New York, Steven Erlanger from Berlin and Andrew E. Kramer from Sesimbra, Portugal.


Aug 06, 2025 at 07:56 PM

President Trump intends to meet in person with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia as soon as next week, and he plans to follow up shortly afterward with a meeting between himself, Mr. Putin and President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, according to two people familiar with the plan.

Mr. Trump disclosed his plans on Wednesday in a call with European leaders, which included Mr. Zelensky, the people said. The meetings would include only the three men, and would not include European counterparts. 

Asked later Wednesday if Russia and Ukraine had agreed to the summit, Mr. Trump told reporters: "There's a very good prospect that they will."

Mr. Putin's spokesman, Dmitri S. Peskov, did not respond to a request for comment, but Mr. Zelensky appeared to signal that a direct meeting was possible. 

"It seems that Russia is now more committed to a cease-fire. The pressure on them is working," Mr. Zelensky said in his evening address to the nation. "But the main thing is that they do not deceive us or the United States in the details."

Just a meeting with Mr. Trump would represent something of a victory for Mr. Putin. Since the Ukraine invasion, he has been largely isolated by NATO leaders, who refused to deal with him directly until Mr. Trump started phone conversations with the Russian leader after coming to office. But the plan reflects Mr. Trump's deep belief that his powers of persuasion, especially in an in-person meeting, are the only way to strike a bargain.

If the meeting goes ahead as Mr. Trump described, it would be the first in-person summit between an American and Russian president in more than four years. The last took place in June 2021 in Geneva, when President Joseph R. Biden Jr. met one-on-one with Mr. Putin.

Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, said in a statement on Wednesday that the Russians asked for the meeting. "The Russians expressed their desire to meet with President Trump, and the president is open to meeting with both President Putin and President Zelensky," she said. "President Trump wants this brutal war to end."

Wednesday's call included Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain; President Alexander Stubb of Finland; Chancellor Friedrich Merz of Germany; Mark Rutte, NATO's secretary general; Vice President JD Vance; Secretary of State Marco Rubio; and Mr. Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff.

Several European leaders on Wednesday's call were surprised by Mr. Trump's plan and expressed skepticism afterward that it would be effective, according to one official who was briefed on the call. Another person familiar with the call said the Europeans appeared to accept what Mr. Trump said. The Europeans have tried to coordinate an end to the violence between Russia and Ukraine, while supporting their European neighbor.

The people spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss a private call. 

Mr. Trump shared some details of the call in a post on his social media site, saying Mr. Witkoff had met for several hours in Russia with Mr. Putin on Wednesday. He did not mention his plans for his own summits.

"Everyone agrees this War must come to a close, and we will work towards that in the days and weeks to come," he wrote. 





Mr. Trump held a one-on-one meeting with Mr. Zelensky at the funeral of Pope Francis in Rome earlier this year. The president of France, Emmanuel Macron, tried joining the meeting -- which took place in St. Peter's Basilica -- but was rebuffed by Mr. Trump, who generally prefers bilateral meetings.

That instinct also led to Mr. Trump's three meetings in his first term with Kim Jong-un, the North Korean dictator. Mr. Trump was convinced that he could talk Mr. Kim out of his nuclear weapons by promising to lift long-running sanctions. The meetings were cordial and an utter failure. Not a single nuclear weapon was turned over, and Mr. Kim now has a larger arsenal than ever.

Mr. Putin has long said he would be happy to meet with Mr. Trump, declaring in January that the two leaders should meet to "talk calmly about all areas that are of interest to both the U.S. and Russia." But Mr. Peskov has denied in recent weeks that a summit was imminent.

Mr. Trump has been stymied for months in his efforts to find a peace agreement between Russia and Ukraine, after more than three years of war. Mr. Trump has been a skeptic of U.S. military aid to Ukraine, and he dressed down Mr. Zelensky in a remarkable Oval Office meeting earlier this year, with cameras rolling. Still, frustrated by the slow pace of talks with Russia, Mr. Trump recently authorized more arms sales to NATO allies that are intended for Ukraine.

Mr. Trump has tried giving Mr. Putin room to come to the negotiating table over several months. But more recently, he has publicly excoriated Mr. Putin, suggesting the Russian leader was simply playing him for time after repeated conversations with Mr. Witkoff.

Mr. Witkoff's latest visit to Moscow came as Mr. Trump has threatened secondary sanctions against Russia as the war drags on. On Wednesday, Mr. Trump signed an order that would double tariffs on imports from India, to 50 percent, as punishment for its continued purchases of Russian oil. 

A senior Ukrainian official with direct knowledge of the discussions this week said that they heard about some, but not all, of the features of Mr. Witkoff's discussions in Moscow, and that they still had questions about what had been negotiated. They have asked U.S. officials for clarifications, and were told they would see more information on Thursday, the official said.

Anton Troianovski contributed reporting from Berlin, Marc Santora from Kyiv and David E. Sanger from Nuuk, Greenland. 
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In Photos


80 Years Ago, Nuclear Annihilation Came to Japan

What the world's only atomic bombings, carried out by Americans, did to Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The mushroom cloud over Hiroshima, Japan, on Aug. 6, 1945.



By Hannah Beech
Reporting from Hiroshima, Japan.


Aug 05, 2025 at 08:57 AM

The photos are in black and white, but for once that is not a total misrepresentation of reality. When the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on Aug. 6 and 9, 1945, two Japanese cities were instantaneously leached of color and life. In the aftermath of the world's only nuclear attacks, what mostly remained were shades of a terrible gray.

Clocks across Hiroshima stopped when the bomb went off.  Eiichi Matsumoto/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


Hiroshima, a few days after the bombing. Mitsugi Kishida, courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum


A photo taken in Hiroshima on the day of the bombing shows people receiving first aid, about a mile from ground zero. Yoshito Matsushige, via Everett/Shutterstock


Hiroshima and Nagasaki charred. They disintegrated. People and sparrows and rats and cicadas and faithful pet dogs -- all that was alive a nanosecond before the mushroom clouds erupted in blue sky -- exploded and then evaporated. They were the fortunate ones.

In Hiroshima, about 140,000 people perished by the end of the year. In Nagasaki, about 70,000 succumbed. Tens of thousands of the victims were children.

Children in Hiroshima, four days after the bomb was dropped. Hajime Miyatake/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


A primary school was being used as a relief station about two months after the bombing. Shunkichi Kikuchi, courtesy of Harumi Tago


A man at a Hiroshima army hospital in October 1945. Shunkichi Kikuchi, courtesy of Harumi Tago


There are no photos of the immediate aftermath of the bombing, at least not on a human scale. For the survivors, though, the images of those moments never faded. Human forms staggered with strips of flesh hanging from their bodies. Eyeballs dangled from sockets. Everywhere, people screamed for water to cool their burning throats. In Hiroshima, they threw themselves into the river, which writhed with their torment until death freed them.

Those who survived that first day found little relief. Flies laid eggs in burns, then the maggots hatched, a perverse sign that life was continuing. Family members used chopsticks to remove the infestations, but most victims died. The biggest danger was the radiation, which could not be seen in any hue. People who seemed fine days after the bombing suddenly collapsed and died.



A field of rubble in front of the shell of a building in Hiroshima. Stanley Troutman, via Associated Press


Heat from the bomb burned a kimono pattern into this woman's skin. Gonichi Kimura, courtesy of Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum


A damaged bridge. Hajime Miyatake/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


Survival often meant burns that formed excruciating keloids or internal organs that were eventually invaded by cancer. For many of those who made it through, decades of stigma followed. To be a hibakusha, as the survivors of the atomic bombing are known, was to live as a poster child of nuclear horror. Marriage prospects withered. Survivors worried about passing on disease to the next generation.

No one yet understood the full scope of what destroying and irradiating two cities meant, for the people or for the land. What did it mean to live poisoned by radiation? Or to eat from a plant growing in the toxic soil? Who would take care of the children who had lost their parents? Who would rebuild these lost cities?

Homeless people, mostly children, warming their hands on the outskirts of Hiroshima after the war's end. Alfred Eisenstaedt/The LIFE Picture Collection, via Shutterstock


An orange burned on the side that faced the nuclear blast. Shunkichi Kikuchi, courtesy of Harumi Tago


An aerial view of the destruction in Hiroshima. The T-shaped bridge in the center is believed to have been the American bomber's target. George Silk/The LIFE Picture Collection, via Shutterstock


To look at photographs of Nagasaki and Hiroshima after the bombings, especially ones from the sky, is an exercise in subtraction -- and abstraction. Almost nothing is there.

More than the absence or the faint outline of humanity, what is seared in the collective consciousness is the terror that a mushroom cloud can bring. Without context, the fluffy white clouds of an atomic bomb, billowing like floating sheep, might look harmless. But we now know that they signify annihilation, not from nature but from humankind.

The mushroom cloud over Nagasaki, Japan, on Aug. 9, 1945. Hiromichi Matsuda, via Shutterstock


The bomb's flash left the silhouette of a ladder and a person on a house in Nagasaki. Eiichi Matsumoto/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


Treating a child in Nagasaki. Yasuo Tomishige/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


The bombing of Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m. on Aug. 6 was described by the Americans as a necessary evil to end Japan's wartime aggression and bring to a close World War II, the world's bloodiest-ever conflict. The detonation also announced to the Soviet Union that American science had prevailed in the nuclear race. But it's harder, some say, to make the case for the second bombing of Nagasaki three days later. A city with one of the largest Christian populations in Japan, Nagasaki had long drawn foreigners to its port. Now, the city, like Hiroshima, is known to the world primarily for having been chosen by the Americans for a nuclear attack.

Eighty years ago, Hiroshima and Nagasaki burned from the bomb. They burned from the fires that were sparked by the bomb. And they burned from the mass cremations that kept the fires going until all the bones were purified.

On Aug. 15, Japan surrendered. The Japanese empire's bloody march through Asia was over. But the impact on civilians lingered, both in the countries the Imperial Japanese Armed Forces had invaded and at home, where a nuclear Armageddon had come twice.

The ruins of a cathedral in Nagasaki after the bombing. Yasuo Tomishige/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


A photo album among the rubble in Nagasaki. Bernard Hoffman/The LIFE Picture Collection, via Shutterstock


 Eiichi Matsumoto/The Asahi Shimbun, via Getty Images


What remained of Nagasaki and Hiroshima were not simply vast graveyards of rubble but the strength of the survivors, who began to rebuild their lives and then their cities.

Fumiyo Kono, 56, wrote a best-selling manga series about the war, which prompted a hit movie, television show and stage musical. While she was born well after, even thinking about that day when Hiroshima was bombed, she said, made her physically sick. On trips to a museum memorializing the victims, she could not bear it. She did not know what to do.

"Maybe one day, the answer will come from your heart," she said, of how to process the devastation of her hometown.

All she could do was draw: a mushroom cloud, a family and a story that unspools from there.

After the Nagasaki bombing. Bernard Hoffman/The LIFE Picture Collection, via Shutterstock


A woman and a child with rice balls in Nagasaki on the day after the bombing. Yosuke Yamahata, via Everett/Shutterstock


The aftermath in Nagasaki. The LIFE Picture Collection, via Shutterstock


Hisako Ueno contributed reporting.
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'Bad Things Happen in Darkness': Sudan's Civil War Shifts West

Since the Sudanese Army drove its paramilitary rival from the capital in March, the two sides are battling for territorial gains in the Kordofan region.

Sudanese Army soldiers arriving last March at a market in Al Kalalah district, an area south of the country's capital, Khartoum, that had been recaptured a short while earlier from Rapid Support Forces. Associated Press



By Eve Sampson
Reporting from Nairobi, Kenya


Aug 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The center of Sudan's brutal civil war has shifted west as fighting between the army and paramilitary forces intensifies.

The Sudanese Army drove the paramilitary group, known as the Rapid Support Forces (R.S.F.), from central Khartoum, the capital, in March. Since then, the R.S.F. has turned its attention to the western Kordofan region, and Darfur, where it already controls most territory, except El Fasher, the only city in western Darfur that is still held by the Sudanese Army.

Now, Kordofan has become a strategic crossroad for both sides in the conflict. If the R.S.F. wants to strike central Sudan again, it has to go through Kordofan from Darfur. And if the Sudanese Army wants to push the war into R.S.F. territory in Darfur, it likewise needs to go to Kordofan.

As the two sides vie for more power in the area, more civilians are being killed in what rights groups say is the world's worst humanitarian crisis. Taking Kordofan "would shift the momentum of this war quite dramatically," said Alan Boswell, director of the Horn of Africa project at the International Crisis Group.

The R.S.F. declared a parallel government based in Darfur in April. Last week, the group repelled an organized attack by the Sudanese Army and launched its own strike in North Kordofan state, according to Sudan War Monitor, a research group tracking the war. The R.S.F. detained and executed dozens of military prisoners, the group said.

The United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner verified the killing of 60 civilians at the hands of the R.S.F. in North Kordofan's Bara region in July, the group said in a statement. Other estimates place the death toll in the hundreds. UNICEF reported that 35 children and two pregnant women were killed in the violence.

The human rights office also reported that Sudanese Army airstrikes killed at least 34 people in West and North Kordofan states during the same month. Sheldon Yett, UNICEF's representative to Sudan, said the organization had seen schools, health centers and civilians targeted in the fighting in Kordofan.

Sudanese refugees from the Darfur region waiting to receive food on the outskirts of Adre, a town in eastern Chad, in July 2024. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times


"We're on the cusp of a catastrophe," he said. "We've been trying for months and months and months to get supplies in, but when you're a driver and you see a man with an AK-47 telling you to turn around, you turn around."

The fighting has made it nearly impossible for aid groups to send lifesaving supplies or even clearly assess the situation. "What's happening in Kordofan is invisible," Mr. Yett added. "We can't get our supplies there or our people there. Bad things happen in darkness."

In June, the Sudanese Army announced its retreat from the northwestern border, giving the R.S.F. unfettered access to supplies passed along the country's borders with Chad, Egypt and Libya, after accusing Libyan forces of supporting the Sudanese paramilitary forces. While the triangle border area is relatively far from the Kordofan and Darfur regions, Mr. Boswell said, the Sudanese Army's evacuation could have some effect on the fighting in Kordofan.

"It looks like taking that border area has eased supply lines for the R.S.F.," he said. "Keeping the R.S.F. supplied is a massive logistical operation because Darfur is a very difficult place to reach."

The authorities in eastern Libya reported deporting 700 Sudanese citizens in July after they were detained in central and southeastern Libya. Some deported men had hepatitis and AIDS, while others had been charged with crimes, officials said.

Sudan's civil war began in April 2023, after a feud between rival generals. Tens of thousands of people have been killed and millions have fled their homes. Famine has gripped parts of the country. Both the R.S.F. and the Sudanese Army have been accused of war crimes and human rights violations, and both are backed by foreign powers that supply the weapons fueling the war.

The United Arab Emirates, despite branding itself as a force for peacemaking in the war, has for years supported the R.S.F. with drones, which have become a major part of the war in Kordofan and other parts of the country.

The Emirates denies supplying weapons to any party in the conflict, and says it is committed to efforts aimed at an immediate cease-fire. 

In May, the R.S.F. pummeled Port Sudan with drone strikes, bringing the war to a city that had been a haven for civilians fleeing war. That same month, the International Criminal Court dismissed a case accusing the U.A.E. of perpetuating the war by assisting the R.S.F.

Abdalrahman Altayeb contributed reporting.
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Another Pakistani Woman Is Killed for 'Honor,' but She's Not Forgotten

Women in Pakistan die every day for supposedly dishonoring their families, and arrests are rare. But Bano Bibi's defiant last words were caught on video.

A protest last month in Quetta, Pakistan, against the killings of Bano Bibi and Ehsanullah Samalani, who had been accused of having an affair. A tribal leader ordered their execution, according to a police report. Banaras Khan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Elian Peltier and Zia ur-Rehman
Reporting from Islamabad, Pakistan


Aug 06, 2025 at 06:42 AM

The woman took her final steps on the open desert terrain in southern Pakistan and stopped, turning her back to her executioner as he raised his gun.

"You can shoot me," said Bano Bibi, 35, her beige shawl fluttering in the wind. "But nothing more than that."

The man shot Ms. Bibi three times, killing her on the spot over accusations that the mother of five was having an affair. Then he turned to the man accused of being her lover, Ehsanullah Samalani, a 50-year-old father of four, and shot him dead as well.

The double execution has shocked many Pakistanis, sparked protests and drawn widespread condemnation from politicians.

It caused outrage not just because it was another so-called honor killing in Pakistan -- where, on average, more than one woman is slain every day for supposedly dishonoring her family -- but because the authorities took action only after a video of the shootings went viral, more than six weeks later.

"Many communities and families insist that their misplaced sense of 'honor' is located in a woman's body and actions," said Sherry Rehman, a senator who introduced a resolution calling for the prosecution of those involved in the killings of Ms. Bibi and Mr. Samalani.

Ms. Rehman said perpetrators were emboldened by the low rate of prosecutions for such killings. "That is also why control over a woman's actions and rights find so many colluders across the board in keeping heinous customs like this alive," she said in a written response to questions.

Politicians and law enforcement officials in this Muslim nation of more than 240 million people have long vowed to do more to protect women. They have repeatedly promised to take action against perpetrators of killings like these, which are carried out in the name of centuries-old traditions.

But Ms. Bibi's death, her defiant last words and the impunity enjoyed for weeks by those who ordered her death have yet again cast doubt on Pakistani officials' ability, or will, to tackle one of the country's most persistent and egregious forms of violence.

In the video, male onlookers can be seen watching in silence, neither moving nor trying to intervene, some of them filming the execution with their smartphones.

Late last month, the police opened an investigation into the killings, which took place in early June. More than 15 people were arrested within days. Among them was Ms. Bibi's mother, who, in a video recorded before her arrest, had said that the killing "had to be done" and "was necessary to cleanse our family's honor."

"It's mostly victim blaming, where the killer will say, 'She dishonored our family,'" said Sheema Kermani, a classical dancer and women's rights activist who co-founded Aurat March, a leading feminist movement in Pakistan. "But there is no honor in these killings. They are dishonorable murders."

Gul Jan Bibi, Bano Bibi's mother, said in a video that her daughter's killing "was necessary to cleanse our family's honor." Abdul Wali/Reuters


At least 405 women were victims of so-called "honor killings" last year, according to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, an independent rights group.

They often take place in rural areas, where deeply entrenched patriarchal beliefs are used to justify violence against women. The killing of Ms. Bibi and Mr. Samalani was one of those, carried out on the outskirts of Quetta, a city in the southern province of Balochistan.

But such killings happen in all economic classes and across the country, including in large cities, and even among Pakistan's diaspora. In January, a man lured his 14-year-old daughter, who was living in New York, back to Pakistan and killed her because of her lifestyle, including the clothing she wore.

There are several laws against gender-based violence in Pakistan, but killings like these often go unreported or unpunished, as a centuries-old tribal code trumps civil law in vast swathes of the country.

In such cases, decisions made at local council meetings, known as jirgas, prevail over Pakistan's courts. Often, relatives -- a father, a brother, an uncle -- will kill women for refusing a forced marriage, seeking a divorce or engaging in relationships that the men see as violating their culture's values.

According to the Sustainable Social Development Organization, a Pakistani nonprofit, such killings led to criminal convictions in just 0.5 percent of all reported cases last year.

A 2016 law, meant to ensure that more perpetrators were punished, made it impossible for the victim's family to pardon the accused in such cases, among other measures. But the killings continued and even increased in number over the past few years, said Farah Zia, director of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. Her organization uses data provided by the police, and she said the real toll was likely to be much higher.

"The law hasn't come to the rescue to mitigate these crimes," Ms. Zia said. "Incidents every now and then get traction in the media, but it continues in a shameful way."

In recent weeks, the police arrested the father and brother of an 18-year-old woman who was found dead after escaping a forced marriage in Rawalpindi, 20 miles from the capital, Islamabad. In Pakistan's south, an 80-year-old man confessed to murdering his 23-year-old granddaughter, with the help of his son and his brother, in the name of "honor" because, he said, she had left home after refusing an arranged marriage.

In early June, Ms. Bibi and Mr. Samalani were brought before a local tribal leader in Balochistan, who declared that they had committed an act of dishonor and ordered their execution, according to a police report seen by The New York Times.

The authorities have since charged the tribal leader and 15 other people with premeditated murder. They were also charged with terrorism, on the grounds that they had tried to incite fear and panic by posting the video.

The man who is seen shooting Ms. Bibi and Mr. Samalani in the video was still at large as of Tuesday. So was Ms. Bibi's brother, who can be seen among the people watching the execution.

Ms. Kermani, the activist, said, "That video sends a chilling message that says, 'Don't let any women dare decide for their own life, because that is what we will do to them.'"
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Italy Approves Bridge Project to Link Sicily to the Mainland

The government says the road and rail link will create jobs and lift the region's economy, but critics are concerned about the environmental and social impact.

The Strait of Messina, the planned site for a suspension bridge connecting Sicily to mainland Italy. Yara Nardi/Reuters



By Elisabetta Povoledo
Reporting from Rome


Aug 06, 2025 at 12:52 PM

After 50 years of proposals, and numerous fits and starts, the island of Sicily will finally be linked to the mainland of Italy -- if all goes as planned this time.

The Italian transport and infrastructure minister, Matteo Salvini, announced on Wednesday that the government had approved a project to build a two-mile bridge that would connect Sicily to the mainland. The project is expected to cost about $15.6 billion, he said, adding that "the goal" was to start preliminary work and expropriate homes in September or October -- with a projected completion date of 2032-33.

It would be the longest single-span suspension bridge in the world, handling both road vehicles and trains, and would link the towns of Messina in Sicily and Villa San Giovanni in Calabria.

"I am absolutely proud of the work we've done so far," Mr. Salvini told reporters at a news conference, describing the bridge as a "public work that has no precedent in the world."

In 2011, a less costly project to build a bridge was canceled by Italian lawmakers because of concerns over its price tag -- about $5.5 billion at the time -- and whether it was needed. In 2023, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's government revived plans for its construction, and on Wednesday a government planning committee approved the project.

In March 2023, the Italian government decreed that the bridge should be considered a "fundamental infrastructure" that could be used to move military equipment and troops, given the "important NATO bases in southern Italy," including in Sicily. The government also declared that the planned bridge was of "significant national interest."

Mr. Salvini said Wednesday that it would be up to the Italian economy and defense ministers to determine whether the cost of the bridge could be part of the commitment approved by NATO allies in June to raise military spending to 5 percent of their national income by 2035. Of that, 1.5 percent should be spent on "militarily adjacent" projects, like improved roads and bridges.

"They will decide what determines an increase in military spending," he said of the two ministers, adding that he hoped the bridge would never have to be used for military reasons.

A representative for each ministry said nothing had been decided yet.

Webuild, the Italian company heading the consortium chosen to construct the bridge, said in a statement that it would be a "catalyst for investment in Southern Italy," generating jobs in an area where unemployment is double the national average -- 13 percent compared with 6.5 percent.

Opposition parties contend that the plan will squander public funds. Residents on both sides of the strait of Messina have voiced concern about changes the bridge will bring to their neighborhoods, and environmental groups say they fear its effect on the area's flora, fauna and overall ecosystem, including bird migration routes.

Whether opponents can delay or stop the project remains to be seen, but on Wednesday, activists said they were willing to ratchet up the fight a notch.

"We will continue to defend our land in any way possible," said Aurora Notarianni, an environmental lawyer.

Several organizations, lawmakers and activists, including Ms. Notarianni, have filed lawsuits with regional and national courts, and have called on oversight institutions to closely examine the project and ensure it is legally, financially and constitutionally sound.

This year, the Italian General Confederation of Labor, the country's largest union, wrote to the European Commission, the executive arm of the European Union, with concerns about the project, citing "serious technical, environmental, regulatory and social-critical issues." The union demanded that the commission review the project; the commission has not yet responded.

Critics also pointed out that the bridge would be built in an area prone to earthquakes. In 1908, a devastating quake struck Messina, killing about half of the population when 90 percent of the city's buildings collapsed. 

Fears have also been expressed about organized crime groups becoming involved in the project through dummy companies. The two regions involved, Sicily and Calabria, have deeply rooted local mafia cultures.

Mr. Salvini said on Wednesday that police chiefs and prosecutors in both regions were on high alert for any hint of mafia involvement. He added that anti-mafia protocols already adopted for other major public works -- including Expo 2015, the world expo in Milan, and the 2026 Winter Olympics in Northern Italy -- would be adopted for the bridge project.

Angelo Bonelli, a leader of the opposition Greens and Left Alliance, said the bridge project would be "an economic and social catastrophe" that would siphon funds from other projects in the south, including road maintenance, railway infrastructure and health care. "It's a huge waste of public money to build a cathedral in the desert," he said.

The project requires approval by Italy's Court of Auditors, which is responsible for auditing how public money is managed and spent.

According to Webuild, the life span of the bridge is 200 years. For a mere 200 years, "they are going to destroy an area that has existed for thousands of years, creating a unique ecosystem," said Ms. Notarianni, the environmental lawyer.
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Legionnaires' Outbreak in Harlem Kills 3 and Sickens More Than 60

The source of the illness has not been conclusively identified more than a week after people began getting sick.

Legionnaires' disease is a form of pneumonia caused by the Legionella bacterium. Francis Chandler/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, via Associated Press



By Joseph Goldstein



Aug 06, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Three people have died and more than 60 have been sickened in a fast-growing outbreak of Legionnaires' disease in Central Harlem that has health officials still searching for the source more than a week after people began turning up ill.

Legionnaires' disease is a form of pneumonia caused by the Legionella bacterium, which thrives in warm, stagnant water. In New York City, many of the outbreaks are caused by water vapor spewed from rooftop cooling towers. The bacteria can float along on water vapor for sometimes thousands of feet before someone inhales the pathogen and is sickened, researchers believe.

Most healthy people don't become sick after being exposed to the bacteria. But many people are vulnerable, including older adults, smokers and people with chronic diseases and compromised immune systems.

On average, about 200 to 500 people annually are diagnosed with Legionnaires' disease in New York, and they generally require hospitalization. Just over a dozen die each year.

The disease got its distinctive name from a 1976 convention in Philadelphia held by the American Legion, the veterans' organization, that resulted in a huge outbreak of mysterious pneumonia cases. Months later, scientists at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention revealed the cause: a never-before-identified bacterium, now called Legionella. Scientists quickly realized that it was responsible for tens of thousands of cases of pneumonia each year. The number has only grown.

New York has an especially high rate of cases.

Many cases trace back to mist emanating from cooling towers atop buildings, which play a critical role in cooling systems. Warm water is piped to the rooftop cooling tower, where fans cool the water through evaporation, sending the mist into the environment. If not properly maintained, the cooling towers can become incubators for the Legionella bacteria, which thrive in warm, standing water.

Cooling towers are a common source of outbreaks, but the bacteria can spread other ways, such as through poorly maintained plumbing systems. In such instances, health officials advise residents to take baths rather than showers to reduce the amount of mist in the bathroom.

The outbreak in Central Harlem was detected in late July through routine surveillance. The city's health department is alerted to every positive lab test for Legionella.

"When we see a concerning signal, we spring into action," said Dr. Shama Ahuja, the assistant commissioner in the department's communicable disease bureau. By July 25, the city had identified a cluster of five cases, which had grown to 67 by Wednesday.

Health department officials suspect a cooling tower is a culprit because the cases aren't confined to a single building, suggesting wider dispersal of Legionella, officials said.

In recent days, inspectors have detected Legionella bacteria in 11 cooling towers, but it remains unclear which -- if any -- might be the source of the outbreak.

In recent years, the highest rates of Legionnaires' disease have been found in parts of the Bronx and Harlem, especially Central Harlem. In neighborhoods with the highest burden, the average rate of being sickened with a confirmed case of Legionnaire's disease is about 10 to 20 per 100,000 people. Relatively high rates have also been identified in a swath of the city from Union Square to Chelsea and up to Hell's Kitchen.

The higher rates in the Bronx and Harlem reflect a range of factors, experts say. Those neighborhoods have higher rates of chronic diseases, such as diabetes.

"There is the population vulnerability component," said Daniel Kass, an expert on environmental health and former deputy commissioner in the health department.

"Then, there is the environmental and social factor," said Mr. Kass, who played a key role in the response to the city's largest Legionnaire's outbreak, in 2015.

In lower-income neighborhoods, buildings are more likely to have plumbing systems and cooling towers that aren't maintained as well, leading to a higher incidence of Legionella bacteria in those systems, experts said. Mr. Kass noted that nursing homes and other larger institutional settings were especially vulnerable. Five residents of an Upper Manhattan nursing home died of Legionnaire's in 2022, the deadliest cluster since the 2015 outbreak, which killed 16 and was linked to a cooling tower atop a Bronx hotel.

Case counts have risen about ninefold across the United States during the past 20 years. Expanded testing is responsible for some of the increase. Other hypotheses abound, including an aging population and an increase in the number of people who are immunocompromised because of cancer or autoimmune disorders or from taking certain medications.

Some researchers speculate that the rise is a byproduct of cleaner air. Scientists at the State University of New York at Albany published a study theorizing that lower levels of sulfur dioxide, an air pollutant, mean that the Legionella bacteria can survive longer in the air.

One of the authors of the 2024 paper, Professor Fangqun Yu of the Atmospheric Sciences Research Center at SUNY Albany, said, "These bacteria can survive longer if we have less acidity in the air."
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Senator Marsha Blackburn Will Run for Governor of Tennessee

A conservative Trump ally in the Senate, Ms. Blackburn will now try to become the first woman to serve as governor.

Senator Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Emily Cochrane
Emily Cochrane, who previously covered Congress, now lives in Nashville and writes about the American South.


Aug 06, 2025 at 01:57 PM

Senator Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee announced on Wednesday that she would run for governor, less than a year after winning another term in the Senate.

Ms. Blackburn, a loyal ally of President Trump and a hard-line conservative Republican, joins a cluster of other lawmakers, including Senators Tommy Tuberville of Alabama and Michael Bennet of Colorado, who have chosen recently to run for office in their home states rather than remain in Washington.

Should she win the election, Ms. Blackburn will notch another political first for Tennessee: After becoming the state's first female senator, she would be its first female governor.

"I love Tennessee, I believe in Tennesseans and I'm ready to deliver the kind of conservative leadership that will ensure our state is America's conservative leader for this generation and the next," she said in a video posted early on Wednesday to launch her campaign.

She leans heavily on her alliance with Mr. Trump in her opening campaign ad and fund-raising pitches. The video is sprinkled with images of Ms. Blackburn alongside Mr. Trump over the years.

The incumbent Republican governor, Bill Lee, is term-limited and unable to run again.

Ms. Blackburn will face at least one other conservative candidate in the race: Representative John Rose, whose congressional district slices into parts of Nashville and includes some rural counties.

"Like most Tennessee Republicans, John has voted to keep Senator Blackburn in Washington," Mr. Rose's campaign said in a statement. "But Tennessee is at a crossroads, and now we get to have a 365-day conversation about who would make the best C.E.O. of the state."

Even so, Ms. Blackburn has been widely seen as an overwhelming favorite to win the Republican nomination, and she received some endorsements before she formally entered the race. In February, Glenn Jacobs, the mayor of Knox County, published an opinion piece preemptively supporting her candidacy.

Ms. Blackburn has a record of opposing government spending and has been a heavy critic of China's global influence. In the final weeks of her Senate campaign last fall, she released an ad that showed her shattering plates emblazoned with the Chinese flag.

She has also taken conservative stances on social issues including abortion, and led a push in Congress against allowing transgender people to participate in sports that align with their gender identities. She highlighted both of those positions in her opening campaign.

The Republican primary is scheduled for Aug. 6, 2026 -- exactly a year away.
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A Sergeant Is Accused of Shooting 5 Soldiers in His Unit at Fort Stewart

The suspect's father said he was seeking a transfer from the Army base in Georgia, where he had complained of racism.

Video: Sergeant in Custody After Shooting 5 Soldiers at Georgia Army Base

Five soldiers at Fort Stewart-Hunter Army Airfield in Georgia were injured after a sergeant in their unit opened fire with a personal handgun, the base's commander said.


By Eduardo Medina, Christine Hauser and Alessandro Marazzi Sassoon
Alessandro Marazzi Sassoon reported from Hinesville, Ga.


Aug 06, 2025 at 05:33 PM

An Army sergeant who the authorities said opened fire on his own unit at a military base in Georgia sent a cryptic text message to his aunt before the shooting, according to the sergeant's father: Soon, the sergeant wrote, he would be in a better place.

Five soldiers were wounded in the attack Wednesday morning at Fort Stewart-Hunter Army Airfield, according to the base's commander, Brig. Gen. John W. Lubas. General Lubas added in a news conference on Wednesday that all were expected to recover.

More people could have been wounded, he said, if it hadn't been for an unarmed soldier who tackled the gunman and another who pinned him down until the police arrived. Other soldiers rushed in to provide medical aid.

"These American soldiers highlight exactly what the Army has meant to this country," Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll said Thursday at a news conference. He introduced First Sgt. Joshua Arnold, one of those who treated the wounded. Sergeant Arnold said he heard loud pops and ran toward the sound, yelling, "There's a gunshot!"

Officials identified the suspect taken into custody as Sgt. Quornelius Radford, 28, an automated logistics sergeant from Jacksonville, Fla., assigned to Second Brigade Combat Team. The authorities had not announced charges against him by Thursday morning.

The sergeant's father, Eddie Radford, 52, who lives in Jacksonville, said in an interview with The New York Times late Wednesday that he hadn't noticed anything unusual about his son's behavior recently and didn't know what might have led him to attack his fellow soldiers. "It's hard for me to process," he said.

He said his son had been seeking a transfer, however, and had complained to his family of racism at Fort Stewart, where he had been stationed for several years.

Sergeant Radford, who is Black, sent a text message to his aunt on Wednesday morning which "said that he loved everybody, and that he'll be in a better place because he was about to go and do something," Mr. Radford said.

He had not seen the message himself, he said, but it was described to him by the aunt, who could not immediately be reached.

Sergeant Radford had not served in combat overseas, General Lubas said in a news conference, and had no known history of disciplinary issues in the military. "We're still not certain about the motivations," the general said.

Mr. Radford also said his son did not have a history of serious mental health issues, though he sometimes dealt with depression tied to the death of his mother, which happened when he was a child. He joined the Army because several of his uncles are veterans, Mr. Radford said.

Officials could not say how the suspect had concealed the weapon used in the shooting. Firearms are strictly regulated at Fort Stewart and on other military bases. "We're going to have to determine how he was able to get a handgun to his place of duty," General Lubas said.

Commanders were also not aware until after the shooting that Sergeant Radford had been arrested in May, the general said. Court records show that he was charged with misdemeanor counts of driving while intoxicated and running a red light. He was scheduled to go before a judge on Aug. 20.

A lieutenant colonel, Mike Sanford, said at the news conference on Thursday morning that he knew Sergeant Radford and had not seen any warning signs before the shooting.

About 8,800 people live at Fort Stewart, about 40 miles southwest of Savannah. Officials on the base, which is the home of the Third Infantry Division, said the shooting took place in the Second Armored Brigade Combat Team area.


The base was locked down at about 11 a.m., moments after the first reports that shots had been fired. Private First Class Shane Labbe, 21, a tank mechanic, and several other soldiers took shelter in the base's armory, according to his father, Robert Labbe, who talked to his son by phone during the lockdown.

Mr. Labbe, who was at his trucking job in Connecticut, said he was concerned for his son, but they both figured the armory was the safest place to be. "It is where they keep all the weapons," Mr. Labbe said. "I said, 'At least you can defend yourself if the guy breaks in.'"

Fort Stewart is in Hinesville, a town of about 35,000 on the southeastern coast of Georgia, where road signs warn of "tanks crossing." Many veterans who used to work at the base settled nearby after retirement. At the busy Veterans of Foreign Wars post on Wednesday evening, the shooting was the main topic of discussion.

Edward Dermody, 62, a Navy veteran who has lived near the base for a decade, wondered what could induce a sergeant to open fire on members of his own unit. "What happened in that environment to trigger that?" Mr. Dermody said.

The Army Criminal Investigation Division was leading the investigation of the shooting, including the search for a motive, and the F.B.I.'s Savannah office was assisting the investigation.

Other shootings have scarred military bases in recent years, including when a gunman killed three people at Naval Air Station Pensacola in Florida in 2019 before he was fatally shot by officers.

That same year, a Navy sailor fatally shot two shipyard workers at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. And in 2014, a soldier who was being evaluated for post-traumatic stress disorder opened fire at Fort Hood in Texas, killing three people and wounding 16.

Eric Schmitt and Rylee Kirk contributed reporting. Kirsten Noyes contributed research.
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Stanford Newspaper Challenges Legal Basis for Student Deportations

A new lawsuit brought by a First Amendment watchdog group argues that the use of a rarely invoked immigration law to target pro-Palestinian demonstrators is unconstitutional.

The lawsuit on behalf of the student newspaper at Stanford University argues that several of its staff members have been forced to self-censor or quit the paper out of fear that the government could retaliate for what it publishes. Jim Wilson/The New York Times



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Aug 06, 2025 at 02:03 PM

A new lawsuit filed on Wednesday by a free speech watchdog takes aim at the key legal foundations that the Trump administration has relied on to arrest and attempt to deport foreign students over their criticism of the Israeli government.

The challenge, filed in California, goes further than other lawsuits that have targeted the student arrests. The new suit focuses on a section of immigration law that allows the secretary of state to determine that a noncitizen poses a threat to the country's foreign policy and can be removed from the country for that reason. It argues that it is unconstitutional to invoke the provisions for speech and other activities protected by the First Amendment.

Lawyers from the free speech group, the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, brought the lawsuit on behalf of the student newspaper at Stanford University, The Stanford Daily, arguing that several of its staff members have been forced to self-censor or quit the paper out of fear that the government could retaliate for what it publishes.

The lawsuit says that the newspaper, which is open to all students and has more than 150 members, according to the complaint, has weathered resignations and withdrawn stories by noncitizens who were concerned that publishing content about Israel or the conditions in Gaza could leave them vulnerable to deportation.

The climate of fear the lawsuit cites at Stanford follows a spate of arrests earlier this year, when the Trump administration began targeting prominent student activists in March, including Mahmoud Khalil and Rumeysa Ozturk, over their activism in speaking out against the Israeli government and the mounting death toll in Gaza.

"They are going after lawfully present noncitizens for bedrock speech, like authoring an op-ed and going to protest," said Conor Fitzpatrick, the supervising senior attorney at the foundation. "And unless you have a blue passport with an eagle on it that says United States of America, they think they can throw you out of the country for it."

In those and other cases, immigration agents arrested the students after Secretary of State Marco Rubio invoked the provision, deeming the students a threat to U.S. foreign policy interests. In each case, Mr. Rubio personally signed off on the decision to revoke a student visa or render a lawful permanent resident deportable after determining that those interests were at stake.

"Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the Trump administration are trying to turn the inalienable human right of free speech into a privilege contingent upon the whims of a federal bureaucrat, triggering deportation proceedings against noncitizens residing lawfully in this country for their protected political speech regarding American and Israeli foreign policy," the lawsuit says.

The new lawsuit mirrored many elements of a case brought by another group, the American Association of University Professors, which is seeking to block the Trump administration from pursuing what it describes as a policy of "ideological deportations" -- using the law to target activists based on their shared criticism of Israel and its conduct in the war.

That case was argued before a federal judge during a two-week trial in Boston in July, and he is expected to decide this month whether to block the deportations on First Amendment grounds. The case raised similar concerns about chilled speech on college campuses, with testimony from faculty at several universities about how dramatically noncitizen academics had withdrawn from public life.

But lawyers in that case explicitly stopped short of arguing that using the foreign policy provision to target student demonstrators was unconstitutional, sidestepping a risky gambit in court over whether Mr. Rubio had abused the authority.

That caution came as William G. Young, the judge in the case, expressed skepticism throughout the trial about whether he could rule against Mr. Rubio or others in the Trump administration given that they were exercising powers given to them by Congress.

"It seems to me we have a new administration who has, you know, absolutely the primary authority over the foreign policy of the United States," Judge Young said during closing arguments last month.

But other judges have already contemplated the same questions the new lawsuit raises, concluding that using the foreign policy provision in the student activist cases was vague and probably violated the First Amendment.

In the case involving Mr. Khalil, Judge Michael E. Farbiarz of the Federal District Court in New Jersey wrote that using the foreign policy provision to detain him was probably unconstitutional, even though that did not factor into his decisions to order Mr. Khalil's release in June.

Since the Supreme Court limited federal judges' ability to issue nationwide injunctions in June, any ruling in the case would likely apply only to the plaintiffs at Stanford. But the lawsuit aims to set a legal precedent that the organization hopes could be used more broadly.

Mr. Fitzpatrick, the foundation lawyer, said there were narrow but conceivable situations in which the use of the foreign policy law would be appropriate, such as if pro-Kremlin Ukrainian politicians who fled the country after Russia's invasion sought refuge in the United States and continued to work to undermine Kyiv from abroad.

"That has an arguable constitutional basis," he said. "What does not have an arguable constitutional basis is someone going up to a podium, whether it's at a city council meeting or a local park, at a protest, voicing an opinion that would be completely protected if you or I said it, and the secretary of state saying, 'We don't like the ideas you're spreading -- get out."

"That's un-American," he said.
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ICE Offers, Then Quickly Withdraws, Cash Bonuses for Swiftly Deporting Immigrants

The short-lived effort underscored the mounting pressure on ICE to meet President Trump's aggressive deportation targets.

Members of ICE arresting a man from Mexico in Miami Beach, Fla., in May.  Todd Heisler/The New York Times



By Hamed Aleaziz and Nicholas Nehamas



Aug 05, 2025 at 09:51 PM

On Tuesday morning, Immigration and Customs Enforcement announced in an internal email that it would offer cash bonuses to agents for deporting people quickly, an incentive meant to motivate the staff to speed up President Trump's mass deportation campaign.

Less than four hours later, the agency abruptly canceled what was supposed to be a 30-day pilot program.

"PLEASE DISREGARD," Liana J. Castano, an official in ICE's field operations division, said in a follow-up email to agency offices around the country.

Tricia McLaughlin, a Department of Homeland Security spokeswoman, said the program had not been authorized by agency leaders, adding that "no such policy is in effect or has ever been in effect." The email canceling the program was sent shortly after The New York Times inquired about its existence.

But the short-lived effort underscored the mounting pressure on ICE to meet Mr. Trump's aggressive deportation targets. The agency has offered signing bonuses of up to $50,000, promised to hire as many as 10,000 agents and initiated a vigorous recruiting push on social media.

The Trump administration is seeking to transform ICE, infusing it with an enthusiasm for the president's project of carrying out deportations on an unprecedented scale. Under Mr. Trump's signature domestic policy bill, which he signed into law early last month, ICE's annual budget will grow from about $8 billion to roughly $28 billion, making it the highest-funded law enforcement agency in the federal government.

Stephen Miller, one of Mr. Trump's top advisers and the architect of his immigration policy, has promoted ICE's hiring drive in ideological terms.

"Want to mass deport illegals from Los Angeles?" he wrote on social media last week. "JOIN.ICE.GOV today and get a 50K signing/retention bonus. Make your family proud and be the hero America needs."

Last week, the agency said it had issued more than 1,000 tentative job offers.

The bonus program that ended on Tuesday almost as quickly as it began had been described as a 30-day pilot, according to documents reviewed by The Times. Under its terms, ICE would hand out $200 bonuses for each immigrant deported within seven days of being arrested and $100 for those deported within two weeks, according to an initial memo signed by Ms. Castano that was sent to the directors and deputy directors of ICE's field offices across the country.

It was meant to motivate officers to reduce a backlog of people awaiting deportation, "reducing overall removal costs and decreasing strain" on the agency's detention resources, the memo stated.

To "maximize" their bonuses, the memo instructed ICE agents to deport eligible immigrants through a fast-track process known as expedited removal, which allows immigrants without legal status to be deported without court proceedings. It also said that agents could offer detainees the option of leaving the country voluntarily.

Ms. Castano did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Efforts to speed the pace of deportations -- like the bonus program -- could endanger the due process rights of immigrants by encouraging ICE agents to cut corners, immigration experts and former government officials said.

"That is so ungodly unethical," said Scott Shuchart, a former senior homeland security official. "You can't incentivize government agents to short circuit people's procedural rights. Would you pay a bonus to judges for wrapping up trials faster?"

Kathleen Bush-Joseph, a policy analyst at the Migration Policy Institute, said the incident appeared to reflect how quickly ICE was moving to meet Mr. Trump's goals.

"They're willing to try so many different things to see what sticks," she said.

ICE has already sped up deportations, according to a New York Times analysis of ICE data obtained via the Deportation Data Project. The share of people booked into ICE detention who were deported within 14 days increased to 30 percent in May, from 21 percent in January, the analysis showed.

And the number of deportations by ICE reached a new high in July, averaging almost 1,300 daily removals in the two weeks ending July 26. Removals averaged fewer than 800 per day in the last year of the Biden administration.

Albert Sun and Zolan Kanno-Youngs contributed reporting.
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Officials Move to Open Inquiry on Trump's 'Russia Hoax' Grievance

Such an investigation would have to overcome a number of legal and practical hurdles, but an order by Attorney General Pam Bondi asking for a grand jury inquiry in Florida accomplishes political objectives.

The decision by Attorney General Pam Bondi to investigate the "Russia Hoax" comes at a time of increasing pressure on the Trump administration to produce more information about the F.B.I.'s files on Jeffrey Epstein. Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush, Alan Feuer, Devlin Barrett and Maggie Haberman
Glenn Thrush, Devlin Barrett and Maggie Haberman reported from Washington, and Alan Feuer from New York.


Aug 05, 2025 at 11:53 PM

President Trump has urged and browbeaten supporters to shift their obsession from the Jeffrey Epstein files to the investigation and potential prosecution of Democratic officials he accuses of persecuting him, a cardinal grievance that bonds him to his base.

The Justice Department under Mr. Trump, reeling from the angry backlash over its handling of the Epstein case, is now taking its most concrete -- if still murky -- investigative steps against Trump targets, starting with officials he blames for what he sees as the plot against him: the investigation of his 2016 campaign's connections to Russia.

Attorney General Pam Bondi this week authorized prosecutors to investigate the inquiry the president calls the "Russia hoax" and present a case to a grand jury in South Florida if the evidence warrants it, according to people briefed on the move who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing investigations.

Details are scant, including whether prosecutors have taken action. But Trump appointees are reluctant to present evidence to a grand jury in the District of Columbia where key decisions in the Russia investigation were made nearly a decade ago. They believe it would be nearly impossible to find sympathetic jurors in a courthouse overseen by a federal judge, James E. Boasberg, whom the Trump team regards as an enemy.

Fox News on Monday reported that Ms. Bondi had made the order, which comes after a referral from Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence.

A Justice Department spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The decision to authorize a grand jury investigation, which could include subpoenas, into the statements and testimony by government officials surrounding the 2016 election suggests the Trump administration has begun turning its rhetoric of revenge into action. Still, there are a number of legal and practical hurdles that any such inquiry would have to overcome, chief among them the statute of limitations that would seemingly bar criminal charges based on conduct that is more than five years old.

Such concerns, however significant, have been swept aside, at least for now, by the eagerness to appease an impatient president demanding to use the vast powers of federal law enforcement to exact vengeance -- and the political imperative of making the Epstein fiasco disappear.

Even in the absence of a legal success, such as an indictment or conviction, the effort itself accomplishes political objectives in a department that considers investigations largely intended to name and shame a legitimate use of its authority.

Many Trump advisers and allies also view the Russia investigation as a gross abuse of power, while some were personally affected by the inquiry and forced to hire lawyers to defend themselves.

Mr. Trump has privately carped about the slow pace of Justice Department action to his political enemies, according to people in his orbit, and made it unmistakably known what he wanted. "Scum" was how Mr. Trump described those who investigated him during a speech in the department's Great Hall in March, as Ms. Bondi and Todd Blanche, the deputy attorney general, looked on.

Mr. Trump described those who investigated him as "scum" during a speech in the Department of Justice's Great Hall in March. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Mr. Trump has repeatedly urged his backers to drop a fierce pressure campaign to release undisclosed Epstein files and rally under the "weaponization" banner. On Tuesday, he told CNBC that he had "nothing" to do with Ms. Bondi's order -- then celebrated the move to investigate Obama administration national security officials, saying "they deserve it."

The decision also comes as the Trump administration faces increasing pressure to produce more information about the F.B.I.'s files on Mr. Epstein, the financier who was awaiting trial on sex-trafficking charges before he hanged himself in a jail cell in 2019. Last month, Mr. Blanche, a former Trump defense lawyer, interviewed Ghislaine Maxwell, Mr. Epstein's convicted co-conspirator.

Law enforcement officials have privately talked about releasing at least some of the information she provided, although they are still discussing the extent of what they will disclose, according to several people familiar with the conversations.

The emergence of the grand jury inquiry was unusual in several ways -- not least, because its existence was revealed to right-leaning media outlets like Fox News before any actual investigative steps had apparently been taken.

Moreover, it remains unclear who the grand jury might investigate and for what, if any, crimes.

Thus far, the Justice Department has moved more slowly to scrutinize Biden-era officials who participated in the two unsuccessful criminal prosecutions of Mr. Trump.

Last week, an obscure agency that scrutinizes potential misconduct by or against federal employees, the Office of Special Counsel, took a step in that direction, confirming it was investigating Jack Smith, the former federal prosecutor who oversaw the criminal cases against Mr. Trump.

The agency is trying to determine if Mr. Smith may have violated the Hatch Act, which bars federal workers from using their government jobs to promote political candidates. It is unclear how that investigation could result in any substantive consequences for Mr. Smith, given that the most severe punishment allowed under the Hatch Act is dismissal, and Mr. Smith resigned his government position many months ago.

It is not clear whether Mr. Trump, who is marking his first six months in office, would have pushed quite so forcefully for the department to act against his perceived foes if the Epstein case was not still smoldering political fire. But it has certainly added to the urgency, administration officials said.

Politicians and influencers on the right flank of the Republican Party -- who have demanded a full accounting of Mr. Epstein's interactions with wealthy and powerful friends -- are equally if not more enthusiastic about deploying the Justice Department, F.B.I., and intelligence services to uncover what they claim to be a vast decade-long, Democratic-led conspiracy to destroy Mr. Trump.

A few of Mr. Trump's key congressional allies and some of the most vocal members of his base have been beating the drums for arrests almost from the moment that the bureau and intelligence officials started releasing documents on the Russia investigation last month.

On Monday, Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, Republican of Georgia, posted a message on social media with a "scorecard" showing that no one had been arrested yet for popular MAGA-world bugbears like the "Russia Collusion Hoax," "Jan. 6" and the "2020 Election."

"Don't talk about it if you aren't going to do it," Ms. Greene wrote.

Among the most fervid Trump supporters calling for arrests are the rioters who were charged in connection with -- and then granted clemency for -- the storming of the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Many of them have demanded retribution against Mr. Trump's enemies, citing their own grievances as federally prosecuted defendants.

"Dear God, has anyone been arrested yet?" wrote one pardoned rioter, Benjamin Martin, who was initially sentenced to 13 months in prison for holding open a door at the Capitol so that others could spray chemicals at the police.

Few of those calling for the investigation have been as maximalist as Mr. Trump himself. He recently wrote on social media that President Obama should be arrested as a traitor for treason.

In late July, Ms. Gabbard blindsided Ms. Bondi by referring the investigation of the Russian investigation to the Justice Department, claiming a cache of documents she released proved Obama administration officials engaged in a "treasonous conspiracy."

In response, Ms. Bondi announced the creation of a multiagency "strike force" to investigate the charges. Her subsequent grand jury order was made as part of that process, according to an official briefed on the move.

The claims by Trump supporters that Obama-era officials engaged in a far-reaching conspiracy to undermine his 2016 campaign have already been exhaustively investigated by a special counsel, John Durham, with little to show for it.

Mr. Durham filed two criminal indictments based on that investigation, one against a private practice lawyer on charges of lying to the F.B.I., and another against a Russia analyst for essentially the same offense. Each case ended in acquittals.

A new investigation would face a potentially steeper challenge, relying on the years-old statements and the recollection of senior intelligence and law enforcement officials about an election held nearly nine years ago.

But not every investigation of Mr. Trump's perceived enemies has led to meaningful consequences.

In November 2017, Attorney General Jeff Sessions tapped a U.S. attorney in Utah to review a number of issues related to Hillary Clinton, as well as the 2016 election. That effort lasted about two years before quietly ending with no substantive action or public findings.
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Kennedy Cancels Nearly $500 Million in mRNA Vaccine Contracts

That kind of shot was first used during the Covid-19 pandemic, but the health secretary has been sharply critical of the technology.

Robert F. Kennedy, the health secretary, at the White House last week. Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Apoorva Mandavilli



Aug 06, 2025 at 01:29 AM

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has canceled nearly $500 million of grants and contracts for developing mRNA vaccines, the Department of Health and Human Services announced on Tuesday.

It is the latest blow to research on this technology. In May, the Department of Health and Human Services revoked a nearly $600 million contract to the drugmaker Moderna to develop a vaccine against bird flu.

The new cancellations dismayed scientists, many of whom regard mRNA shots as the best option for protecting Americans in a pandemic.

"This is a bad day for science," said Scott Hensley, an immunologist at the University of Pennsylvania who has been working to develop an mRNA vaccine against influenza.

First used during the Covid-19 pandemic by Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, mRNA shots instruct the body to produce a fragment of a virus, which then sets off the body's immune response.

Unlike traditional vaccines, which can take years to develop and test, mRNA shots can be made within months and quickly altered as the virus changes. The technology won a Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 2023.

But it has long been distrusted by vaccine skeptics, and Mr. Kennedy has been sharply critical, once calling Covid shots "the deadliest vaccine ever made." 

In a video posted on social media on Tuesday, he claimed falsely that mRNA vaccines do not protect against respiratory illnesses like Covid and the flu, and that a single mutation in a virus renders the vaccine ineffective.

"As the pandemic showed us, mRNA vaccines don't perform well against viruses that infect the upper respiratory tract," he said in the video.

Scientists disputed Mr. Kennedy's claims as inaccurate. 

"By issuing this wildly incorrect statement, the secretary is demonstrating his commitment to his long-held goal of sowing doubts about all vaccines," said Jennifer Nuzzo, director of the Pandemic Center at the Brown University School of Public Health.

"Had we not used these lifesaving mRNA vaccines to protect against severe illness, we would have had millions of more Covid deaths," she said.

The health department said in its release that the cancellations affected 22 projects managed by the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority, or BARDA.

H.H.S. said it will favor other types of shots over those using mRNA, like whole-cell vaccines, an approach more than 100 years old. 

The United States has not used a whole-cell vaccine for whooping cough since the 1990s, for example, because it was potent but harsh, often setting off high fevers and seizures.

Mr. Kennedy himself has assailed the leading international vaccine organization, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, for continuing to use the whole-cell vaccine in low-income countries, citing it as the reason the United States was pulling funding from the organization.

By cutting off mRNA development, the health department is "undermining our ability to rapidly counter future biological threats," said Rick Bright, a flu expert who was ousted as chief of BARDA during the first Trump administration and resigned from a lesser position in protest.

"We're weakening our frontline defense against fast-moving pathogens -- a huge strategic failure that will be measured in lives lost during times of crisis," he added.

Chris Meekins, an assistant secretary for pandemic preparedness in the first Trump administration, said that ending BARDA's mRNA work created a "national security vulnerability."

"These tools serve as a deterrent to prevent other nations from using certain biological agents," Mr. Meekins said in an email and on social media. "The speed of the technology to create new biodefense capabilities is a national security asset."
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What Trump's Immigration Crackdown Means for the 2028 Olympics

The 2028 Summer Olympic Games in Los Angeles will draw thousands of foreign visitors to the United States.

President Trump at the White House on Tuesday. He earlier imposed a travel ban and visa restrictions on 19 countries, which makes it harder than ever for foreign visitors to come to the United States. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Luke Broadwater
Reporting from the White House


Aug 06, 2025 at 07:33 PM

President Trump is making plans to celebrate the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, an event that will draw many thousands of people from around the world, even as he makes it harder than ever for foreign visitors to come to the United States.

Mr. Trump has imposed a travel ban and visa restrictions on 19 countries, and the State Department has announced a pilot program that would require some foreign visitors to pay bonds of up to $15,000 to secure a visa.

Here's a look at what Mr. Trump's immigration crackdown means for the Olympic Games:

Will there be exceptions for athletes?

Yes. Athletes competing in the Olympic Games and World Cup (which the United States will host in 2026) are exempt from the travel ban.

The White House has said it will allow into the country "any athlete or member of an athletic team, including coaches, persons performing a necessary support role and immediate relatives, traveling for the World Cup, Olympics."

Olympians typically use visas reserved for high-level athletes.

Mr. Trump announced a task force on Tuesday to make sure there is a streamlined visa processing and credentialing process for foreign athletes, coaches, officials and members of the news media.

Will there be exceptions for fans?

No. Fans from the affected countries will have to abide by the restrictions. The State Department said people who want to come and watch the Olympic Games should apply for visas as soon as possible.

"We encourage prospective foreign travelers who will need U.S. visas to travel to the 2028 Olympics to apply early," the statement said.

The State Department noted that the travel and tourism sector contributes nearly 10 million jobs to the U.S. economy.

What are the latest restrictions?

Beginning on Aug. 20, the United States will begin a one-year pilot program in which travelers from Malawi or Zambia must post a bond ranging from $5,000 to $15,000, determined at the person's visa interview. The bond requirement applies to travelers eligible for a business or tourism visa, known as a B1 or B2 visa.

As a condition of the bond, all visa holders from these two countries must arrive at and depart from the United States via Boston Logan International Airport, John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York or Washington Dulles International Airport.

The State Department says the bond will help ensure the travelers do not overstay their visas. The countries were chosen based on their high visa overstay rates, according to data compiled by the Homeland Security Department.

Who is affected by the travel ban?

In June, Mr. Trump barred travel to the United States by citizens of Afghanistan, Myanmar, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.

Mr. Trump also imposed restrictions, but stopped short of a full ban, on travel from Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.
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Cuomo Calls for Gaza Aid and Says 'Some People' Blame Israel for Crisis

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo appeared to criticize Israel over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Hours later, he distanced himself from his remarks.

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo appeared to criticize Israel over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza on Tuesday. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Liam Stack



Aug 06, 2025 at 01:49 AM

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo appeared to criticize Israel over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza on Tuesday, and then hours later distanced himself from his comments, arguing that Israel was not solely responsible.

Mr. Cuomo, who has made his fierce support for Israel a central theme in his campaign for mayor of New York City, said in an interview on Tuesday evening that Israel and others should move quickly to deliver humanitarian aid. Then he attacked Zohran Mamdani, the Democratic nominee, who he claimed was "glorifying Hamas."

"Everyone should do everything they can to get the humanitarian aid delivered," Mr. Cuomo said, adding: "It's heartbreaking as a father to imagine what children are going through."

But Mr. Cuomo seemed to back off harsher comments he made several hours earlier. Mr. Cuomo had said in an interview with Bloomberg News: "Do I support what the Israel government is doing vis-a-vis Gaza? No. Do I support Israel impeding humanitarian aid? No."

Mr. Cuomo told The New York Times that in the earlier interview he had been expressing the views of some New Yorkers, but not his own: "I was airing what some people feel. You have some people who feel that Israel is not acting appropriately. That's their opinion."

He said in the later interview that "it is incumbent on every entity that is involved -- Israel, Palestine, the United Nations, the Red Cross -- to do everything to expedite the food and water."

Mr. Cuomo has long made unflinching support of Israel a key element of his political brand, but he failed to marshal that into a winning strategy in the June primary. He is now running as an independent in the general election in November, and the politics of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are rapidly shifting, particularly with recent coverage of starvation in Gaza.

In November, Mr. Cuomo said that he would join the legal defense team for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel after the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for him. But on Tuesday, Mr. Cuomo said that he had not been involved in defending Mr. Netanyahu "since the campaign began" and that he did not believe that the court had the authority to prosecute him.

Mr. Mamdani, a state lawmaker from Queens who defeated Mr. Cuomo in the Democratic primary, has said that Israel is committing genocide in Gaza, a charge that Israel has strongly denied. Mr. Cuomo has accused Mr. Mamdani of fueling antisemitism.

On Wednesday, Mr. Mamdani criticized Mr. Cuomo's comments, saying that he "couldn't allow his first, tepid recognition of reality -- that the Israeli government, with the full support of the Trump administration, is starving the people of Gaza -- last more than a few hours without walking it back. This is someone who believes in nothing."

Mr. Mamdani also denounced Mr. Cuomo's work with Mr. Netanyahu and said that the killing of children in Gaza "only matters to Andrew Cuomo if the polls tell him it matters."

Democrats in New York who support Israel have expressed strong concern about the crisis in Gaza, where health officials say more than 60,000 people have been killed since the war began almost two years ago.

Gov. Kathy Hochul recently called for the entry of humanitarian aid into the enclave and said that "allowing innocent children to starve to death is simply unconscionable." Letitia James, the state attorney general, released a statement last month with a long list of elected officials calling for the delivery of aid.

Mr. Cuomo said he agreed, though he expressed concern over "propaganda and misinformation that has been spread" over who was responsible for the lack of aid.

Then Mr. Cuomo turned to attacking Mr. Mamdani, claiming that "his glorification of terrorism is a radical position."

"I believe Zohran is pro-Hamas," Mr. Cuomo said. "He's been at rallies and has glorified Hamas."

In fact, Mr. Mamdani has not expressed support for Hamas. Mr. Cuomo said that he was referring to Mr. Mamdani's reference in a song eight years ago to the "Holy Land Five," a Muslim charity group in Texas whose leaders were convicted of providing support to Hamas. Some human rights leaders have raised doubts about the prosecution over the years and called for their release. Mr. Cuomo also cited Mr. Mamdani's refusal to condemn the phrase "globalize the intifada," a term that Mr. Mamdani has not used.

Lincoln Restler, a progressive City Council member from Brooklyn who is Jewish, said that Mr. Cuomo was "so far outside of the mainstream on Israel, it's frightening." He said it was too late for Mr. Cuomo to pretend that he cared about the suffering in Gaza.

"The fact that Cuomo would cravenly join Netanyahu's legal defense, despite his atrocious record, is indefensible," said Mr. Restler, who endorsed Mr. Mamdani for mayor.

Brad Lander, the city comptroller, who finished third in the mayoral primary and who is Jewish, said: "Andrew Cuomo is always just in it for himself. He doesn't care about the safety or well-being of Jews or Palestinians." Mr. Lander cross-endorsed Mr. Mamdani in the primary.

Mayor Eric Adams is also running as an independent in November and has sought to position himself as an ally of Israel and of Jews, seeking to run on a ballot line called "EndAntiSemitism." He said on Wednesday that Mr. Cuomo "seems to be walking back a lot of things."

"I don't want to see innocent people die here in our country or in Gaza or Israel," Mr. Adams said, adding, "Hamas needs to be destroyed."

Mr. Cuomo faced criticism during the primary for his failure to visit a mosque in a city that has roughly one million Muslim residents. During the final debate in June, Mr. Cuomo was asked whether he had made a public visit to a mosque as governor.

Mr. Cuomo said: "I believe I have -- I would have to check the record."

Asked what he would say to Muslim New Yorkers about welcoming and protecting them, Mr. Cuomo said: "We are a city of immigrants. I welcome them. I love them. I'm not Mr. Mamdani. I'm not antisemitic. I'm not divisive."

The former governor reiterated his support for Israel last month at the Hampton Synagogue in Westhampton Beach, telling the congregants that he was "100 percent supportive of Israel" and appealing for their support.

But he told the congregants that he thought Mr. Mamdani had won because of a surge of voters under the age of 30 and a shift in the way younger people think about Israel and antisemitism.

"With these young people, the under-30 people, they are pro-Palestinian and they don't consider it being anti-Israel," he said. Referring to Mr. Netanyahu by a common nickname, he added: "Being anti-Israel to them means being anti-Bibi's policies, anti-Israeli government policies."

The shifts in American public opinion when it comes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be seen in recent polling data. A poll released by the Pew Research Center in April found that a majority of Americans (53 percent) said they had an unfavorable opinion of Israel, up from 42 percent in March 2022, the year before the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7, 2023, and the subsequent Israeli assault on the Gaza Strip.

Democrats are more likely to have negative views of Israel than Republicans, 69 percent to 37 percent, although Republicans under the age of 50 are evenly divided on the issue.

Mr. Mamdani, who would be New York City's first Muslim mayor if elected, received support from many Jewish voters during the primary. He has called the Oct. 7 attack a "war crime."

In a meeting last month with business leaders, Mr. Mamdani distanced himself from his past comments regarding the phrase "globalize the intifada." He told the group that he did not use the term, which some view as a call for violence against Jews, and that he would "discourage" others from using it.
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Before Park Ave. Shooting, Nevada Police Had Gunman Committed

The Las Vegas police released documents and records describing the mental health breakdowns that the man who killed four people in a New York building had faced earlier.

The gunman responsible for the mass shooting at 345 Park Avenue had a history of mental health crises. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Maria Cramer and Amy Julia Harris



Aug 06, 2025 at 01:42 AM

Shane Devon Tamura's mother was desperate. Her son was inside a Las Vegas motel, threatening to kill himself, according to a 911 call released on Tuesday by the Metropolitan Police Department there.

She told the 911 operator she wasn't sure he was carrying a gun, but she knew he owned one and had a backpack with a holster that could hold such a weapon.

"I was just in the apartment with him, and he started crying and slamming things," the mother said in the recording, which the Las Vegas police released Tuesday evening. He had told her "he couldn't take it anymore." She left and hid in her car, fearful he could see her but too worried to drive off.

"I'm afraid to leave," she told the operator.

It was September 2022, and police were so concerned about Mr. Tamura, then 24, that they filed an emergency petition to have him committed to a mental health facility following the episode. His mother said he suffered from depression, insomnia and migraines and was still recovering from a concussion from a sports injury.

The police would ask that he be committed again in August 2024, worried that if he was left alone he would "cause serious injury to himself or death." A police log at that time noted that Mr. Tamura's family said he had a number of behavioral issues, including bipolar disorder, anxiety and depression.

On July 28 of this year, Mr. Tamura stormed inside a building in Midtown Manhattan, headed for the offices of the National Football League and holding an AR-15-style rifle. He fatally shot four people and wounded one other before killing himself.

Police in New York have been trying to get a deeper understanding of Mr. Tamura's mental health history as they investigate his background and what led him to drive cross-country from his studio apartment in Las Vegas to a skyscraper in Manhattan, where he committed the worst mass shooting in the city in 25 years.

On Tuesday, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department released documents and recordings of 911 calls that provided a clearer picture of the mental health struggles of Mr. Tamura, a former high school football player who appeared to blame the N.F.L. for traumatic brain injuries he believed he had suffered.

The New York building where the attacks occurred, 345 Park Avenue, housed the N.F.L. headquarters. Mr. Tamura had a three-page note in his wallet that referred to chronic traumatic encephalopathy and blamed the league for playing down the condition. The degenerative brain disease has been associated with repeated hits to the head and can be definitively diagnosed only after death.

Mr. Tamura left behind two suicide notes, one found in his apartment in Las Vegas and the other in his wallet at the crime scene, which begged doctors to study his brain.

The details that emerged Tuesday gave a clearer picture of Mr. Tamura's state of mind in the years leading up to the shooting.

Mr. Tamura, 27, was supposed to report to work on July 27 at the Horseshoe Casino, where he worked in the surveillance department.

But by then, he was driving cross-country to New York in a black BMW that his supervisor had sold him, along with an AR-15-style rifle, loaded magazines and hundreds of bullets.

Mr. Tamura arrived in New York City on Monday afternoon. He parked his black BMW in front of the building on Park Avenue, walked inside with a rifle and began firing.

He killed a Police Department officer, killed a security guard behind a desk and a woman who took cover behind a pillar. He shot an employee from the N.F.L., wounding him but not killing him. Mr. Tamura then rode an elevator to the 33rd floor.

The police said they believed he had been looking for the N.F.L. offices, but he had gone to the wrong elevator bank. Instead, he entered the office of Rudin Management, a real estate firm, where he shot and killed another woman.

Then he fatally shot himself in the chest.

Mr. Tamura had a history of minor troubles and run-ins with the authorities in Las Vegas, including a charge of criminal trespass in 2023 after he refused to show security guards his ID at the Red Rock Resort and Casino in Las Vegas, where he had been gambling. He became agitated, convinced that the casino would not cash him out. He was told to leave after he refused to show identification.

Casino security personnel told the police that Mr. Tamura was "making a spectacle of himself," according to a 911 call, and said it appeared he was "on something."

The police removed him from the casino in handcuffs, saying that he had tried to grab a security guard and that he had been "obstructive" with officers, according to a police report.

He told the police that he "didn't mean to do nothing wrong," according to body-worn camera footage. But he also appeared to be focused on getting his money. 

"How do I make rent?" he asked several times.

That night, Mr. Tamura called 911 and claimed the casino was trying to steal his money.

"They stole like $6,000 from me and they're not cashing me out," he told the operator. "I don't know what I'm supposed to do."

Mr. Tamura was also pulled over for driving an unregistered black 2011 BMW convertible without a valid driver's license in May 2024, records show. The officers noted that his attitude was "courteous" during the stop.

Four months later, on an August afternoon, Las Vegas police officers showed up to Mr. Tamura's apartment.

His mother had called the police again, worrying he might try to hurt himself after Mr. Tamura had called her crying, saying he wanted to die.

When the police arrived, they found emergency medical workers attending to him.

"Your mom was trying to get a hold of you," one of the officers told him, according to video taken from a body worn camera. Mr. Tamura rubbed his face repeatedly but stayed calm as the officers and medical workers crowded his sparsely furnished apartment.

A medical worker told the officer that Mr. Tamura had called his mother and made statements of "not wanting to be here anymore," and "this is it."

"He's been calm and cooperative with us," the emergency medical responders said in the video.

Mr. Tamura pointed to his gun in a bag.

"Don't touch it -- don't go near it," the officer said, and then asked him if he felt OK.

No, Mr. Tamura replied.

"We're here for you, my man," the officer told him.

The police moved to have him committed.

In an emergency application to get mental health care, the officer wrote, "He's made vague statements" to his mother and medical officials about ending his life.

"He doesn't have a method in mind yet," the officer wrote.
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U.S. Says It Will Not Seek Death Penalty Against 3 Drug Cartel Bosses

Foreign defendants are rarely sent to the United States if they might face death, and America's use of capital punishment has been a significant point of friction with Mexico's government.

Drug agents flocked to a hearing for Rafael Caro Quintero at the Brooklyn Federal Courthouse this year. Brendan Mcdermid/Reuters



By Santul Nerkar



Aug 05, 2025 at 11:56 PM

The Justice Department said on Tuesday that it would not seek the death penalty against three of Mexico's most notorious drug lords, including Rafael Caro Quintero, who is accused of orchestrating the gruesome murder of an American drug enforcement agent.

Mr. Caro Quintero, a founder of the Sinaloa drug cartel; Vicente Carrillo Fuentes, a former Juarez cartel leader; and Ismael Zambada Garcia, once head of the Sinaloa cartel, all face long prison terms if convicted.

In separate filings to the judges overseeing each case, Joseph Nocella Jr., the interim U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York, wrote that the attorney general, Pam Bondi, "has authorized and directed this office not to seek the death penalty."

The move by the Justice Department contradicts its stated interest in seeking the death penalty more frequently. In February, Ms. Bondi lifted a moratorium on executions that had started under former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. In April, she announced that prosecutors would seek the death penalty against Luigi Mangione, who had been charged with assassinating a UnitedHealthcare executive in Manhattan in December.

President Trump has called for the death penalty for defendants convicted of murdering a law enforcement officer.

Because of extradition laws, foreign defendants are rarely sent to the United States if they might face death, and America's use of capital punishment has been a significant point of contention with the Mexican government. Yet the circumstances of each man's arrival in the United States had opened the possibility of the ultimate punishment.

Mr. Caro Quintero and Mr. Carrillo Fuentes were expelled from Mexico in February, along with 27 other cartel operatives, and arrived in Brooklyn to a courtroom packed with more than 100 federal agents. Because the arrangement was negotiated outside the U.S.-Mexico extradition treaty, prosecutors theoretically could have sought the death penalty.

Mr. Zambada Garcia, known as El Mayo, arrived in the United States in even more dramatic fashion. In July 2024, Joaquin Guzman Lopez, the son of the drug lord better known as El Chapo, ambushed Mr. Zambada Garcia in the Mexican city of Culiacan along with a group of henchmen.

Handcuffed and with a bag thrown over his head, Mr. Zambada Garcia was forced onto a plane, which flew across the border. He was arrested by U.S. federal agents outside El Paso.

"We welcome the government's decision not to pursue the death penalty against our client," Frank Perez, a lawyer for Mr. Zambada Garcia, said in a statement. "This marks an important step toward achieving a fair and just resolution."

Lawyers for the other two defendants echoed that sentiment.

"We agree with the decision of the attorney general that pursuit of the death penalty is not appropriate in this case and we look forward to resolving this matter quickly to bring closure to all parties," Elizabeth Macedonio, a lawyer for Mr. Caro Quintero, said in a statement.

Kenneth Montgomery, a lawyer for Mr. Carrillo Fuentes, said prosecutors had made "a great decision" and that "a death penalty in a civilized society is uncivilized."

Mr. Caro Quintero was convicted in Mexico of orchestrating the 1985 murder of Enrique Camarena, an undercover drug enforcement agent, and of leading a criminal enterprise that trafficked thousands of kilograms of drugs across the U.S.-Mexico border. That killing is considered a flashpoint in the war on drugs, intensifying the fight against the cartels.

Until 2004, under Mr. Carrillo Fuentes's leadership, the Juarez cartel was closely aligned with the Sinaloa cartel, which was run by Mr. Zambada Garcia as well as El Chapo.

The two cartels would split, and their ensuing fight for control of the city of Juarez resulted in one of the bloodiest conflicts of the drug war. Mr. Carrillo Fuentes's brother was assassinated in 2004, after El Chapo had ordered his killing, according to witness testimony.

Alan Feuer contributed reporting.
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New York City Carriage Horse Collapses and Dies on Manhattan Street

The death of the 15-year-old mare named Lady was being investigated by the city's health department, officials said.

The death quickly became the latest point of contention in the long-running debate over whether horses should be pulling carriages in New York City.  Lucia Vazquez for The New York Times



By Ed Shanahan



Aug 06, 2025 at 01:24 AM

A carriage horse that had worked in New York City for less than two months collapsed and died at a Manhattan intersection Tuesday afternoon, officials said.

The horse, a 15-year-old mare named Lady, was found unresponsive near the corner of 11th Avenue and West 51st Street around 2:30 p.m. by police officers responding to a 9-1-1 call, officials said. She was pronounced dead after being brought to a Hell's Kitchen stable.

No criminality is suspected in the death, the police said. The city's health department, which regulates carriage horses, is investigating, a spokeswoman for the agency said. A necropsy will be performed to determine the cause of death.

New York's horse carriage trade -- a vestige of old-world charm to some and a form of animal abuse to others -- is politically divisive, and Lady's death quickly became fodder for the running debate over whether horses should be doing such work.

Edita Birnkrant, the executive director of the animal rights organization NYCLASS, accused city officials and the Transport Workers Union, which represents carriage drivers, of colluding to harm the roughly 200 horses that carry passengers around Central Park. The current rates are $72.22 for the first 20 minutes and $28.89 for each additional 10 minutes.

"Our city is protecting the abuse of animals instead of protecting the animals from abuse," Ms. Birnkrant said.

Lady appeared to be the first carriage horse to have collapsed and died while working since a 15-year-old horse named Charlie did so in 2011. Ms. Birnkrant said that other carriage horses had died outside the public eye as a result of such work.

She specifically criticized Mayor Eric Adams and Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker, for failing to support a pending bill known as Ryder's Law. The law, named for a horse that collapsed on a busy Hell's Kitchen street in 2022, would ban horse-drawn carriages in the city by June 2026.

Lady's death occurred about two weeks after a Manhattan jury acquitted Ian McKeever, Ryder's driver, of an animal cruelty charge in connection with the horse's collapse.

A spokesman for Mr. Adams disputed Ms. Birnkrant's claims on Tuesday.

"We are looking into this troubling incident," the spokesman, Zachary Nosanchuk, said in a statement. "We'll always work to keep all New Yorkers -- including our city's animals -- safe and healthy."

In a statement, a spokeswoman for Ms. Adams called the horse's death "tragic."

"The Council understands that this is a difficult and emotional issue," the spokeswoman, Mara Davis, said. With regard to Ryder's Law, she said, "The bill continues to go through the legislative process, which is deliberative and allows for thorough input from all stakeholders."

Christina Hansen, a carriage driver and spokeswoman for the industry, said Lady was on her way back to the stables after giving two rides on Tuesday. The horse arrived in the city in June and worked for about six weeks after undergoing a physical examination that found no obvious or underlying health problems, Ms. Hansen said.

Noting that 15 is a relatively young age for a horse to die, that the industry is regulated by several city agencies and that the cause of Lady's death has not been established, Ms. Hansen said it was unlikely that pulling a carriage had been a factor.

"Horses, like people, sometimes just die," she said.
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Ion Iliescu, Who Steered Romania After Revolution, Dies at 95

As a three-term president, he guided the country toward democracy, but he was called an authoritarian at heart and accused of brutality during the revolt that put him in power.

President Ion Iliescu of Romania at the Presidential Palace in 1993. He oversaw the country's transition to democracy after the overthrow of the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu in 1989. Peter Turnley/Corbis/VCG, via Getty Images



By Dan Bilefsky and David Binder



Aug 05, 2025 at 06:49 PM

Ion Iliescu, Romania's first post-Communist president, who oversaw the country's transition to democracy after the overthrow of the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu in 1989 but whose reputation was later tarnished by his own authoritarian tendencies and by charges of brutality over his role in the revolution, died on Tuesday in Bucharest. He was 95.

His death, in a hospital, was announced by the Romanian government. He was reported to have been admitted to the hospital in June and underwent surgery for lung cancer.

Known as "Mr. Smile" by many Romanians because of his perpetual grin, the avuncular Mr. Iliescu served three terms as president and was the pre-eminent figure in the country's first 15 years after Communism fell.

He played a leading role in the revolution of 1989 that toppled the widely detested Mr. Ceausescu, even as some critics accused him of cleaving to the authoritarianism of the old regime that he claimed to abhor.

In 2018, Romanian prosecutors charged Mr. Iliescu with crimes against humanity, accusing him of having failed to prevent civilian deaths during the bloody revolution -- more than 1,100 died, largely after Mr. Ceausescu's ouster -- and for spreading misinformation through the media that sowed panic.

Mr. Iliescu denied the charges at the time, calling the move "a farce." The case later stalled, though there was a renewed attempt last year to start a new investigation.

Credited with shepherding the country through its heady move toward the West, Mr. Iliescu loosened Romania's bonds with Russia and linked it to the West, presiding over its entry into the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 2004 and supporting the country's membership in the European Union three years later.

Yet his period in power was also marked by widespread and endemic corruption. And today, at least part of his legacy is a Romania that remains among the poorest and most corrupt countries in the E.U.

Some critics called Mr. Iliescu a reluctant democrat. During his presidency -- two terms from 1990 to 1996 and then a third from 2000 to 2004 -- he could not bring himself to close dying factories or shrink a bloated bureaucracy encumbered by aging former Communists.

"Iliescu led the country's transition to democracy without ever really fully embracing the changes necessary for Romania to become a full democracy," said Vladimir Tismaneanu, a professor of politics at the University of Maryland who published a book of his conversations with the former president.

"He is seen as the great profiteer, usurper and beneficiary of the revolution," Professor Tismaneanu added, "but in his heart he remained a Leninist until the very end. He was neither a womanizer nor a lover of alcohol, and he didn't get rich off the state. But his greatest vice was that he loved power too much."

Mr. Iliescu, 1996. Though he lost power in 1996, after six years as president, he remained politically active as chairman of the Social Democratic Party, the leading opposition force. HKM Fotografie/ullstein bild, via Getty Images


He was lofted into leadership amid near-anarchy.

During the anti-Communist protests that began on Dec. 16, 1989, in Timisoara, some demonstrators had shouted the name of Mr. Iliescu as a possible alternative to Mr. Ceausescu, who had been in power for 25 years. At the time, Mr. Iliescu had been a popular local leader and  had then held a minor job in the Ceausescu administration.

An anti-Communist demonstration gathered at the Republic Square in December 1989 in front of the Romanian Communist Party Central Committee headquarters. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


On Dec. 21, during a speech in Palace Square, Mr. Ceausescu was stunned when the crowd jeered him, and he was quickly whisked off the podium. The next day, he lifted off aboard a helicopter from the roof of the Central Committee building, only to be captured minutes later after setting down on a highway. He was detained at an army base 45 miles from Bucharest.

Hours later, Mr. Iliescu, who still remained under the heavy security police surveillance he had endured under Mr. Ceausescu, headed for the country's main broadcasting station in Bucharest.

Speaking on television to "salute the popular movement," he proposed free elections, pluralism, a market economy and "liquidation of totalitarian state structures," including the Communist Party.

One of the foremost decisions he had to make as the country's interim leader was the fate of Mr. Ceausescu and his wife, Elena Ceausescu. Initially, the National Salvation Front announced that Mr. Ceausescu would be tried in public.

But then Mr. Iliescu agreed -- reluctantly, he wrote in a memoir -- to an immediate trial with an ordained conclusion: "We believed that Nicolae Ceausescu's death would end all resistance." The death sentences for both Mr. Ceausescu and his wife were carried out by a firing squad on Christmas Day. "The hydra has been executed," Mr. Iliescu announced afterward.

Still, the executions stunned him, and after the Ceausescus' trial, the death penalty was immediately abolished.

Mr. Iliescu was flanked by his prime minister, Petre Roman, right, and his vice premier, Gelu Voican, as he addressed a rally in April 1990. Andrei Iliescu/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


He was elected president in a landslide five months later.

Mr. Iliescu faced a tempestuous first few weeks as president. He quickly showed his own authoritarian proclivities, allowing the busing of hundreds of miners into Bucharest to crush mass protests. The Communist Party, with four million members in a country of 22 million, quietly dissolved, although most of its leading officials hung on to administrative posts or took new positions of power.

Mr. Iliescu did not hesitate to stress his good relations with Moscow. Two days after the executions, he called Mikhail S. Gorbachev, then the general secretary of Russia's Communist Party, to thank him for his support for the new government.

Romania began edging toward normalcy, even if most of the country remained in grinding poverty and unemployment soared as the gigantic white elephant state industries of the Ceausescu era were forced to close down.

Romanians gathered in the city of Pitesti in 1990 to support Mr. Iliescu in his campaign for president. He won the presidency that year in a landslide election. Jacques Langevin/Sygma, via Getty Images


Mr. Iliescu was re-elected in 1992 and led a coalition of his old National Salvation Front and arch-nationalists. He lost power in 1996 but remained politically active as chairman of the 400,000-member Social Democratic Party, the successor of the National Salvation Front and the leading opposition force.

Ion Iliescu was born on March 3, 1930, one of four brothers, in Oltenita, a town of 10,000 on the Danube, south of Bucharest. His father, Alexandru, was a locomotive mechanic who joined the illegal Romanian Communist Party. Ion, raised in a house with a dirt floor, followed in his father's political footsteps.

"I spent the first 16 years of my life fueled by the idea that Communism was going to bring happiness to the humble and would give them back their dignity," he wrote in a memoir.

He entered the Polytechnical Institute at age 19 and earned an engineering degree. He was sent on to the Energy Studies Institute in Moscow. On his return to Romania in 1956, he was elected a parliamentary deputy.

In 1951, he married Nina Serbanescu, an engineer who specialized in metal corrosion. She survives him. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.

From 1959 to 1972, Mr. Iliescu was head of the propaganda department of the central committee. There he developed a flair for words and propaganda that both his admirers and detractors said never left him. He was already fluent in French and Russian, and he was learning English.

Mr. Iliescu in 1979. He was initially hopeful when Mr. Ceausescu came to power in 1967, but quickly grew disillusioned, breaking with the leader in 1971. Alexis Duclos/Gamma-Rapho, via Getty Images


When Nicolae Ceausescu, Romania's head of state from 1967 to 1989, initially opened up the party to intellectuals and introduced market economy ideas, Mr. Iliescu was hopeful. But he became deeply disillusioned with the growing repressiveness of Mr. Ceaucescu and had a suspicion, he said, that "this system was producing monsters even while it seemed to be improving the dictatorships that it brought about."

His final break with the dictator came in 1971 after accompanying him on a trip to North Korea, where Mr. Ceausescu became "enthralled by that model of supercontrolled society."

"I expressed my doubts," Mr. Iliescu recalled in 1994. "I was immediately accused of 'intellectual deviation.'" In Mr. Iliescu's words, Mr. Ceaucescu then buried him politically.

In 1985, Mr. Gorbachev, after coming to power in Moscow, visited Bucharest and asked about "my old friend Iliescu." Mr. Ceausescu saw this as a further sign that Mr. Iliescu was a threat.

While Mr. Iliescu undoubtedly detested Mr. Ceausescu, his opposition to him during nearly two decades of enforced obscurity was muted. When a group of six Communist intellectuals invited him in January 1989 to sign a denunciation of Mr. Ceausescu, he declined, according to one of the signers, Alexandru Barladeanu. Nor did he ask any of the group's members to join the new regime after he came to power.

Mr. Iliescu did not like to be reminded of his Communist past. "I have always been a democrat who had nothing to do with the dull-witted actions of Communism," he said in his later years.

Yet in 2006, a 660-page report commissioned by President Traian Basescu to analyze the country's Communist past mentioned Mr. Iliescu as having been an important ideologue of the Communist Party. A livid Mr. Iliescu accused Mr. Basescu of "McCarthyism."

David Binder, a longtime correspondent for The Times in Europe, died in 2019. Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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Allan Ahlberg, 87, Dies; Teamed With Wife on Acclaimed Children's Books

Over five decades, he produced some 150 books, many of them illustrated by Janet Ahlberg, including classics like "Each Peach Pear Plum."

Allan Ahlberg in an undated photo. His collaboration with his wife, Janet, was "one of the most important and enduring husband-and-wife partnerships in modern British children's literature," The Sydney Morning Herald wrote in 2011. Christopher Jones/Alamy



By Sam Roberts



Aug 05, 2025 at 09:38 PM

Allan Ahlberg, an introvert who became a beloved author of blithesome, best-selling children's books through collaborations with his wife, Janet Ahlberg, and other illustrators, died on July 29 in England. He was 87.

His death was announced by his publisher, Penguin Random House, which did not identify a specific location or a cause.

As a young man, Mr. Ahlberg held a series of solitary jobs, including digging graves. "I was looking for a job in the open air where they left you alone," he told the British newspaper The Independent in 2008.

"I became a gravedigger by a process of elimination," he said. "I had been a plumber's mate, a soldier and a postman."

But he fantasized about becoming a writer.

"I had all the romantic notions of the white suit and the panama hat," he said in a 2006 interview with The Guardian. "All the Somerset Maugham images without any words to support them."

It wasn't until he was 22, and attending Sunderland Teacher Training College (now part of the University of Sunderland), that he met Janet Hall, his future wife, and was inspired to fulfill his dream.

The couple married in 1969, and Ms. Ahlberg, an artist who was tired of designing do-it-yourself crafts books, urged him to write a story that she could illustrate. What followed was a five-decade career that yielded some 150 books. Before Ms. Ahlberg died of breast cancer at 50 in 1994, they collaborated on 37 of those books, including "Each Peach Pear Plum" (1978), "Peepo!" (1981), "The Jolly Postman" (1986) and "The Brick Street Boys" series, beginning in 1975.

Their collaboration was "one of the most important and enduring husband-and-wife partnerships in modern British children's literature," The Sydney Morning Herald wrote in 2011.

Still, the couple received their share of rejection slips -- 18 months of them.

Then, in a single week, three manuscripts were accepted by different publishers: "The Old Joke Book" (1976), "The Vanishment of Thomas Tull" (1977) and "Burglar Bill" (1977).

"The Jolly Postman" (1986) was inspired by the couple's infant daughter, Jessica, who liked to play with the mail while sitting in her high chair. Heinemann


"The Jolly Postman" was inspired by the couple's infant daughter, Jessica, who amused herself by playing with the mail while sitting in her high chair. The book included miniature envelopes containing letters to the Big Bad Wolf and other fairy-tale favorites, including one from Goldilocks apologizing to the Three Bears for intruding.

"Each Peach Pear Plum" (published in the United States in 1979) and "The Jolly Christmas Postman" (1991) were awarded the Kate Greenaway Medal by the British Library Association, recognizing distinguished illustrated books for children. In 2007, "Each Peach" was named one of the top 10 works published during the medal's first 50 years.

"Each Peach Pear Plum" was published in England in 1978 and the United States a year later. Puffin Books


Two of Mr. Ahlberg's books -- "Funnybones" (1980), a collaboration with Ms. Ahlberg about a family of skeletons, and "Woof!" (1986), about a boy who turns into a dog, illustrated by Fritz Wegner -- were adapted as television series in England.

"Woof!," a 1986 story about a boy who turns into a dog, was adapted for television in England. Puffin


In a 1991 article in The New York Times Book Review, Daniel Menaker wrote that in "The Jolly Christmas Postman," a sequel that appeared on the Times's best-seller list, "the authors have taken the secrets of the first book's popularity -- cleverness, detail, surprise and humor -- and amplified them."

Mr. Ahlberg's daughter, Jessica, produced the drawings for "Half a Pig" (2004). Candlewick


After Ms. Ahlberg's death ended their 20-year collaboration, Mr. Ahlberg worked with other illustrators, including Raymond Briggs, Bruce Ingman and his daughter, Jessica Ahlberg, who produced the drawings for "Half a Pig" (2004) and "The Goldilocks Variations" (2012).

In a recent tribute on X, Michael Rosen, an author and professor of children's literature at Goldsmiths, University of London, wrote: "You were a pioneer of great children's literature, both in picture books and poetry," adding: "My children loved your books. So did and so do I."

George Allan Ahlberg was born on June 5, 1938, to a single mother in Croydon, in South London. He grew up in West Midlands with adoptive parents who found him in an orphanage. His father was a laborer; his mother cleaned offices and homes.

"My parents loved me and they did me a huge service saving me from growing up in a children's home," Mr. Ahlberg recalled in The Guardian. "But there were a fair few clips round the ear, no books and not much conversation."

Mr. Ahlberg said his 1981 book "Peepo!" was autobiographical. Puffin


He said that "Peepo!," an illustrated book about a baby discovering the world, and "The Boyhood of Burglar Bill," a 2006 book for older children, set in the early 1950s in West Midlands, were autobiographical.

At secondary school, he told The Independent in 2006, "My highest mark from my English teacher, Miss Scriven, was seven out of 20. This was because she gave marks for handwriting, spelling and punctuation, but when I wrote I was in a state of high excitement, so she was confronted with an inky mess."

After graduating at 17 and doing three years of national service, Mr. Ahlberg was persuaded by his employer at the cemetery to overcome his shyness and become a primary schoolteacher. He attended the teachers' college in Sunderland as preparation.

Mr. Ahlberg in 2008. "Just because a book is tiny and its readers are little doesn't mean it can't be perfect," he said. Christopher Jones/Penguin Random House, via Associated Press


In 1997, Mr. Ahlberg collected his wife's works in "Janet's Last Book." He chose a new publisher, Walker Books, and later married his editor there, Vanessa Clarke.

She survives him, along with his daughter, Jessica, and two stepdaughters, Saskia and Johanna.

Mr. Ahlberg, who wrote by hand in a shed in the garden of his Leicester home, summed up his style for The Guardian in 2006: "I like the word flabbergasted, I like the name Horace, and I seem to write quite a lot about sausages." (Sausages figured prominently in "The Runaway Dinner," a book published that year and illustrated by Mr. Ingman.)

Sausages figured prominently in "The Runaway Dinner," a 2006 book illustrated by Bruce Ingman. Candlewick


In 2014, Mr. Ahlberg turned down a lifetime achievement award from Book Trust, a children's reading charity, because it was sponsored by Amazon, which he believed was not paying its fair share of taxes. His last picture book, "Under the Table," was published in 2023.

"Just because a book is tiny and its readers are little doesn't mean it can't be perfect," Mr. Ahlberg told The Guardian in 2006. "On its own scale, it can be as good as Tolstoy or Jane Austen."
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Leonard Lopate, Longtime New York Radio Host, Dies at 84

He mastered the art of the interview over 32 years on public radio, at WNYC. He was fired in 2017 amid allegations of sexual harassment, which he vehemently denied.

Leonard Lopate in 2005. He interviewed thousands of writers, artists, actors, politicians, scientists, athletes, journalists, musicians and more. Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times



By Clyde Haberman



Aug 06, 2025 at 04:53 PM

Early in life, Leonard Lopate thought he had what it took to become an accomplished abstract painter, but he came to realize that he lacked "an original vision." Instead, he made radio his canvas.

Across more than 40 years as a popular New York talk-show host, graced with a discerning ear and a sympathetic voice, he interviewed thousands of writers, artists, actors, directors, politicians, scientists, journalists, musicians, athletes, designers, explorers -- you name it. Their numbers included 42 Nobel Prize winners. He chatted with one former United States president, Jimmy Carter, and a couple of future ones, Barack Obama and Joseph R. Biden Jr.

Along the way, he discovered that creative people love few things more than discussing how they go about their work.

"If you talk about process, then it doesn't matter what the person does," he said.

Mr. Lopate died on Tuesday at his home in Brooklyn. He was 84. His brother, Phillip Lopate, the film critic and essayist, said the cause was amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig's disease.

In 2010, Leonard Lopate told The Brooklyn Rail, an arts and culture journal, that "if I'm talking to a novelist, I'm not going to ask him, 'Why did you have Mary kill John on page 84?' I'm going to ask instead how did he or she come up with the idea for the book, and so on.

"Same thing applies to a painter, a sculptor, a conceptual artist and whoever else," he continued. "It's all about how they approach their work and how they come up with what they've achieved. Which is why the audience is interested in hearing how they've come to be what they are, and why they have succeeded and someone else has not."

Mr. Lopate at work at WNYC in 2007 as he interviewed cast members of "The Coast of Utopia," a Tom Stoppard play then on Broadway. From left were Brian F. O'Byrne, Jennifer Ehle and Billy Crudup. Evan Agostini/Getty Images


Mr. Lopate's longest stretch behind the microphone, 32 years, was at the New York public radio station WNYC. It was also where he was fired in 2017, at an early moment of the #MeToo movement, for what the station described as inappropriate behavior toward female staff members. A colleague with a long-running music show, Jonathan Schwartz, was also dismissed.

From the start, Mr. Lopate said that he was "baffled" by the accusations and that WNYC "didn't even give me a clue" to what they were about. Formally, the station offered no details of what he and Mr. Schwartz had done, other than to say that they had "violated our standards for providing an inclusive, appropriate and respectful work environment."

In a 2017 article by WNYC's news division, several unidentified female producers said that some of Mr. Lopate's comments had made them feel uncomfortable. One woman recalled his telling her that the avocado got its name from the Aztec word for testicle. Another said that eight years earlier, Mr. Lopate, seeing her in a dress, told her, "I didn't know you were so bosomy." Still another producer said that as she crawled under his desk to plug in his computer, he told her, "Get off your knees or people will get the wrong idea."

Mr. Lopate denied having made the "bosomy" and "get off your knees" remarks, and in a 2021 interview for this obituary, he insisted that he had been the victim of a "smear campaign" by some co-workers.

"The stuff they came up with was so farcical," he said, singling out the avocado comment, which he acknowledged having made. He was convinced, he said, that his age -- he was then 77 -- and his relatively high salary had worked against him.

Mr. Lopate in a speaking engagement in Manhattan in 2015. He had won a George Foster Peabody Award for broadcast excellence in 2012.  Mark Sagliocco/Getty Images


Seven months after his firing, he returned to the air, this time on WBAI, a left-leaning New York station where he had worked decades earlier. There, for eight years starting in 1977, he first led a program on gospel music -- he knew the subject well, he said, having grown up near a Black church in Brooklyn -- and then hosted a weekly late-night talk show called "Round Midnight."

Mr. Lopate's second turn at WBAI lacked the impact that he had at WNYC, where in 2012 he won a George Foster Peabody Award for broadcast excellence. His WBAI show was an hour long, half what it had been at WNYC. He resented that the accusations against him led to his losing interviewing gigs at the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan and at Brooklyn College.

Still, a constant remained: how he got guests to open up. "First, good research," he told The Brooklyn Rail. "Second, the ability to listen. More importantly, the two combined into a conversation where you keep it rolling. One of the things that we all should avoid at all cost is reading the questions from a list of questions and, no matter what the guest says, going on to the next question."

Mr. Lopate at his home in Brooklyn in 2014. He grew up in the borough and graduated from Brooklyn College. Tina Fineberg for The New York Times


Leonard Lopate, the oldest of four children, was born on Sept. 23, 1940, in Queens but was reared in Brooklyn, in Williamsburg, well before that neighborhood came to symbolize gentrification.

His father, Albert Lopate, was, in Phillip Lopate's words, "a rather withdrawn, self-taught intellectual" who ran a candy store with his wife, Frances (Berlow) Lopate, during World War II and then worked in a factory. Ms. Lopate became an actress late in life, perhaps best known as the woman in a classic 1969 Alka-Seltzer commercial with the tagline "Mama mia, that's a spicy meatball!"

As boys, Leonard and Phillip settled on their futures. "We actually sat down together," Leonard recalled, "and decided that I would be the artist and he would be the writer." He nonetheless tried his hand at a novel, but it was never published -- deservedly so, he said.

After graduating from Eastern District High School in Brooklyn in 1957, Mr. Lopate got serious about art. He took classes led by Mark Rothko, Ad Reinhardt, Robert Morris and others. He studied for a while at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and at an art school in London. It took time, but finally, in 1967, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Brooklyn College. He then did postgraduate work at Hunter College in Manhattan.

Ultimately, though, he felt his destiny lay elsewhere than in the art world. "I did what was hip better than other people," he said of his painting technique in the 2021 interview, "but I came to realize that I didn't have an original vision."

By then, Mr. Lopate had been married and divorced. He would marry and divorce twice more. In addition to his brother, he is survived by his sisters, Betty Ann Lopate, a nurse, and Joan Lopate, a teacher; and a son, Stephen, from his second marriage.

In the 1970s, Mr. Lopate worked in the advertising departments of several New York department stores and marketed country records. In his first radio experience, he was the unpaid host of a jazz show on WKCR, Columbia University's station.

Then came the job offer from WBAI. He moved to WNYC in 1985, working at first alongside a radio veteran, Pegeen Fitzgerald, and then solo after she died in 1989.

He strove in his interviews to be "nonconfrontational," Mr. Lopate said, but "that doesn't mean it's powder-puff." Chuck Traynor, who managed the careers of the porn actresses Linda Lovelace and Marilyn Chambers, almost took a swing at him, he recalled, after being asked how what he did was "any different than being a pimp."

For heart-racing excitement, nothing topped his interview of a mob informant in the federal witness protection program. Mr. Lopate, fighting a cough that day, rose abruptly from his chair and said he needed hot tea. The mobster thought a signal had been sent to an assassin, and hit the floor. His bodyguard drew a gun, but didn't fire.

Mr. Lopate's recollection was less about the peril he himself was in than about the gangster's life. "Every so often," he said, "I think about that guest and wonder if there will ever be a time when he'll feel secure enough to stop throwing himself on the ground."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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Stella Rimington, First Woman to Lead U.K.'s MI5, Dies at 90

Widely regarded as the inspiration for the recast of the James Bond character "M," she was the first British spy chief to be publicly named and photographed.

Stella Rimington, the director general of MI5, in 1993. Sean Dempsey/Press Association, via Getty Images



By Adam Nossiter and Lynsey Chutel
Lynsey Chutel reported from London


Aug 05, 2025 at 02:17 PM

Stella Rimington, who battled a fiercely protective old boy's network to become the first woman to lead MI5, Britain's domestic intelligence service, and whose tenure as the country's spymaster was widely seen as an inspiration for James Bond's first female boss in the movie franchise, died on Sunday. She was 90.

The Security Service announced her death in a statement on Monday without specifying the cause or place of death.

In her nearly 30-year career in MI5, Ms. Rimington faced obstacles in that male-dominated world every step of the way, even into her retirement, when she was chastised by intelligence veterans for publishing memoirs that, in the end, turned out to be revealing of her career path but not much else.

When she was appointed in 1992 to head MI5, Ms. Rimington drew skepticism from longtime observers of the intelligence community, many of them men.

"She has all the politically correct attributes," the journalist and author Philip Knightley told The New York Times. Others, including the spy novelist John le Carre, dismissed the appointment as a public relations gesture by the faltering John Major government.

In fact, by the time she was named head of MI5, Ms. Rimington had a solid record of accomplishment across the major branches of the Security Service, including countersubversion, counterespionage and counterterrorism. Her cool demeanor and reputation for quiet competence, according to Bond aficionados, helped shape the character of "M" starting with Judi Dench's portrayal in "GoldenEye" in 1995. (The Bond movies involved a fictional agent of MI6, Britain's foreign intelligence agency.)

Judi Dench in the James Bond movie "GoldenEye," from 1995. Her character, as Bond's boss "M," was said to have been inspired by Ms. Rimington's elevation to general director of MI5. MGM, via Everett Collection


Ms. Rimington was said to be the first woman in Britain to be named an intelligence officer, in the mid-1970s, after eight years of junior-level toil. That first big step was in many ways the hardest.

"It did not matter that I had a degree, that I had already worked for several years in the public service, at a higher grade than it was offering, or that I was 34 years old," she wrote in her 2010 memoir, "Open Secrets." "The policy was that men were recruited."

She went on to running her own espionage agents, some of them reluctant to work for a woman, and took over as head of countersubversion and counterterrorism in 1983.

Ms. Rimington made a mark within the agency during a miners' strike in the 1980s, spying on the leadership of Britain's National Union of Mineworkers. She was promoted to head counterterrorism and espionage efforts in the latter part of the decade, when she helped investigate the bombing of a Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988.

Early on, Ms. Rimington was also involved in countering attacks by the Irish Republican Army in its campaign against British rule in Northern Ireland. That record, in the view of some analysts, made her a natural for the top job when it became open.

"She's chosen on ability, not on her gender, and not because it was politically correct," Helen Fry, a British historian who specializes in intelligence, said in an interview. "She followed on the career of thousands of British women in intelligence."

Ms. Rimington was under a double set of pressures when she was appointed: Not only was she a woman, but, unusually, her name was announced to the public under Mr. Major's new policy of openness in the intelligence services. Identified in the newspapers, she was followed by paparazzi and photographed sipping white wine at the Royal Academy.

All of which was "unthinkable," Ms. Fry said; previously, journalists could be prosecuted for naming the head of MI5.

But Ms. Rimington handled it "in her own style," Ms. Fry said, honed by a rigorous wartime childhood under German bombings. "We tended to live in places that were the targets for German bombing raids," Ms. Rimington recalled in an interview. "So I had a great sense of insecurity in my early life, and I have been trying to compensate for that ever since."

Ms. Rimington in 1993. With her appointment to head MI5, she took over a mostly male preserve.  Sean Dempsey/PA, via Associated Press


Within a year of her appointment, MI5 published a public brochure for the first time, broadly explaining how the agency employed tactics like eavesdropping and telephone tapping, but giving little operational detail, according to a BBC article from that time.

Ms. Rimington also introduced a program to release historical Security Service files to the National Archives, making them available to the public.

"A security service does not conflict with democracy, even though it must work largely in secret," she said in 1994, "provided it is properly overseen and controlled, as it is in this country."

Stella Whitehouse was born on May 13, 1935, in London, the daughter of David and Muriel Whitehouse. Her father was a mechanical engineer and draughtsman; her mother, a nurse and midwife. Her father was a World War I veteran who had fought at Passchendaele in Belgium and, she recalled, was emotionally scarred by the experience.

The war years remained a vivid memory for Ms. Rimington into adulthood: "Hiding under the stairs, windows were blown out and ceilings fell down," she later recalled, adding, "Claustrophobia plagued me into adulthood." 

She attended Nottingham Girls' High School and went on to University of Edinburgh, where she studied English literature. Postgraduate studies in archiving and the study of records set her on an early career path.

Ms. Rimington began her MI5 career in 1965 in India working as a part-time clerk for the Security Service in New Delhi, where her husband, John Rimington, was a civil servant in the British High Commission. He survives her -- having lived apart, the two reunited in later years -- along with their two daughters, Sophie and Harriet, and five grandchildren.

Ms. Rimington was appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the Bath in 1996, after retiring from MI5.

"As the first avowed female head of any intelligence agency in the world, Dame Stella broke through longstanding barriers and was a visible example of the importance of diversity in leadership," Ken McCallum, the current MI5 director general, said in a statement.

Ms. Rimington in 2004. After retirement, she wrote spy novels. Dave Caulkin/Associated Press


In 2002, Eliza Manningham-Buller became the second woman to be named MI5 director general, serving until 2007. In June, Blaise Metreweli became the first woman to lead MI6.

When Ms. Rimington announced plans in 2001 to publish an autobiography, ultimately titled "Open Secret," she was initially criticized for potentially sharing too much information.

"She is doing herself no favors at all, and she should shut up because she is bringing contempt on herself and the whole business," Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's former press secretary Sir Bernard Ingham, said.

But the published book was later criticized for revealing too little. In a review in The Guardian, the journalist David Rose described it as "dull reiterations of MI5's legal parameters."

After her retirement in 1996, Ms. Rimington followed a career path set by other former British intelligence officers, including le Carre and Ian Fleming: She wrote spy thrillers. Ms. Rimington created Liz Carlyle, an MI5 agent working in a male-dominated arena who tracked post-Cold War Russian spies and French arms smugglers.

In interviews, reporters were excited to ask the talkative former MI-5 spymaster for her thoughts on James Bond. She told The Times in 2012 that Bond was "extremely well trained, but the difficulty is that he doesn't seem to know where the boundaries lie."
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Guest Essay


Our President Is Economically Illiterate

 Kaya & Blank for The New York Times



By Steven Rattner
Mr. Rattner, a contributing Opinion writer, served as counselor to the Treasury secretary in the Obama administration.


Aug 04, 2025 at 06:30 PM

When my kids were in college, I insisted that they each take at least one economics course. Being economically illiterate ranks, in my mind, just below not being able to read or write.

Now we have a president who is fundamentally ignorant of the most basic and incontrovertible economic principles, as evidenced in his latest round of foolhardy tariffs (and in so many other ways).

President Trump has been told over and over again by economists of all political persuasions that tariffs are much like a sales tax and will ultimately be paid by American consumers; he likely would have been taught that concept during his time at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School.

And while the overall inflation rate has only been edging up since Mr. Trump began imposing tariffs, the cost of many imported items has been escalating. In June, prices for furnishings and durable household equipment -- a category with high import exposure -- rose by 1.3 percent, the biggest increase in more than three years. Prices for recreational goods and vehicles, which are also frequently manufactured abroad, increased by 0.9 percent, the largest jump since February 2024.

And tariffs likely played a role in the sudden slowdown in payroll growth announced on Friday, with the economy having created just 106,000 jobs in the last three months, far less than its monthly average in recent years.

Mr. Trump's response? Shoot the messenger: He directed his team to fire the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which compiles the figures.

Mr. Trump's ignorance goes far beyond the tariffs-are-a-tax concept. He believes trade deficits are tantamount to "losing" money to other countries. Losing money is what happens when $100 falls out of your wallet. When you spend $100 to buy new earbuds made in China, you haven't lost it; you've spent it on earbuds.

(Unsurprisingly, Mr. Trump also regularly misstates the size of the trade deficit. It's not the $2 trillion he claims; last year it was under $1 trillion.)

Moreover, the tariffs that Mr. Trump is imposing reflect no rhyme or reason. What is the point of imposing a 40 percent tariff on poor Laos? The country is hardly in a position to buy much from us.

Mr. Trump's fervent belief in tariffs seems to have originated in the 1980s, as Japanese cars flooded into the United States and wreaked havoc on domestic car manufacturers. Yet those same carmakers -- such as Ford and General Motors -- have been among the most vociferous opponents of his tariff regime today. Their latest financial results suggest that they stand to lose somewhere between $1 billion and $4 billion in earnings this year from Mr. Trump's tariffs.

Mr. Trump has demonstrated his economic ignorance in many other ways -- with potentially even greater adverse consequences. His most recent, and potentially most dangerous, transgression has been his harsh and wrongheaded criticism of the policies of the Federal Reserve and its chairman, Jerome Powell.

Mr. Trump insists that our interest rates are too high and should be as low as Europe's (2 percent versus our 4.5 percent). Yet when he pronounces our economy "the strongest in the world," as he regularly does, he is unconsciously citing one of the reasons for our higher interest rates: Robust economies need higher interest rates to restrain inflation.

Indeed, Mr. Trump seems not to understand inflation. He repeatedly -- sometimes on multiple occasions in a single week -- pronounces that we have "no inflation." In fact, in the most recent 12 months, prices rose by 2.6 percent over the prior year, still modestly above the Fed's 2 percent target and perhaps accelerating.

Another reason for our elevated interest rates is the massive budget deficits that we have been running, deficits that Mr. Trump made worse with the tax cuts he pursued in his first term and continues to push in his second. His signature domestic policy law will increase the deficit -- and therefore our borrowing needs -- by an estimated $3.4 trillion over the next decade.

Mr. Powell's term is coming to an end next year, and the prospect of Mr. Trump picking his successor is downright scary. In his first term, Mr. Trump tried to appoint several individuals to the Federal Reserve Board who were so manifestly unqualified -- with views that were so wildly outside of any accepted principles of monetary policy -- that many Republicans refused to support them and they were forced to withdraw.

Mr. Trump now clearly regrets his decision to appoint Mr. Powell in 2017. A more unbridled Trump 2.0 might try for a far less responsible candidate whose selection to the most important and powerful economic position in our government could easily upend financial markets and perhaps the entire economy.

The president barely seems to comprehend supply and demand, which are among the most basic concepts in economics. He evangelizes for lower oil prices but simultaneously calls on the energy industry to "drill, baby, drill." Lower prices discourage drilling; the number of rigs in operation has been falling as oil prices have softened.

In a similar vein, while he acknowledged that tariffs would raise the prices of imported cars, he argued that Americans could avoid tariffs by buying cars made in America. But it is well documented that when the price of an imported item goes up, domestic producers are then free to increase their own prices -- and often will.

To be fair, the president occasionally shows glimmers of economic comprehension. With regard to the dollar, for example, he understands that the mantra of many Treasury secretaries that "a strong dollar is in the national interest" is more complicated than that simple sentence suggests. While a strong dollar has many advantages, a weak dollar makes our exports more competitive and restrains imports by making them more expensive (admittedly potentially creating inflationary pressures).

"I know better than anybody what's good for the Market, and what's good for the U.S.A.," Mr. Trump proclaimed in a recent social media post. "People don't explain to me, I explain to them!" Perhaps he should consider flipping those two clauses.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


'Hamilton' Feels Different 10 Years Later

 Photo illustration by The New York Times. Source photograph by Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Daniel Pollack-Pelzner
Dr. Pollack-Pelzner is the author of the forthcoming "Lin-Manuel Miranda: The Education of an Artist."


Aug 06, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Ten years ago Wednesday, "Hamilton" premiered on Broadway. In light of President Trump's attacks on the show's cast and the producers' decision to cancel a run at the Kennedy Center after Mr. Trump's takeover, it's hard to remember that back then, "Hamilton" was a bipartisan success.

The musical was closely associated with Barack Obama's administration: Lin-Manuel Miranda performed its opening number at the White House and took inspiration for musicalizing George Washington's Farewell Address from a video in which will.i.am set Mr. Obama's "Yes We Can" speech to a melody. But it didn't appeal to liberal audiences alone. Lynne and Dick Cheney praised it as much as Hillary Clinton. In the 2016 documentary "Hamilton's America," Paul Ryan and George W. Bush shared their appreciation alongside Elizabeth Warren and Mr. Obama.

"Everyone could take their own thing from it," Mr. Miranda told me when I interviewed him for a forthcoming biography. Conservatives, he recalled, might say, "'I don't agree with Lin's politics, but the way he wrote about Washington was great,' or people on the left could go, 'These guys were all slaveholders, but it's thrilling to see people of color telling the story.'"

But it was hard for it not to get swept up in the partisan divide. In 2016, when Vice President-elect Mike Pence attended the show, the cast addressed him afterward, expressing hope that "Hamilton" would inspire him "to uphold our American values and work on behalf of all of us." The next day, Mr. Trump called the cast "very rude." The show started to receive threats from Trump supporters and had to bring on extra security.

"When Trump lies about your show, suddenly you become the 'left show,'" Mr. Miranda said. "I don't think we're a 'left show.' I don't think my personal politics are in this."

For the past decade, I've been a bit of a journalistic "Hamilton" groupie. In addition to writing about the musical in New York, I reported on its opening in London after the Brexit vote and Mr. Trump first assumed office, caught a companion exhibition in Chicago that filled in the history it left out and covered it in Puerto Rico when Mr. Miranda returned to the title role for a fund-raising run to help his parents' island recover from Hurricane Maria.

Each time the context shifted, the show seemed to be telling a different story, though its script and staging remained nearly unchanged. And as the musical became a billion-dollar global box office hit and a chart-topping cast recording, scooping up Tonys, a Grammy, a Pulitzer Prize and even a couple of Emmys, an interpretation began to solidify around "Hamilton."

It was seen to represent the promise and limitations of the Obama era, a celebration of America as the land of immigrant achievement, expanding and fulfilling the founders' imperfectly realized plan. This year, in these pages, Ezekiel Kweku called it "the Hamilton consensus": a vision of "an America whole but unfinished, waves of progress bringing it closer and closer to its founding ideals" as "a meritocracy wrung clean of bias, whose creed is both a promise and invitation to anyone talented and hardworking enough to lay claim to it." Have the tumult and backlash of the ensuing decade rendered the Hamilton consensus a fantasy -- and the musical itself a monument to naive liberal optimism?

There is a degree of truth to this, but I also want to argue against that being the only interpretation. As I watched "Hamilton" again last week on Disney+, I wondered if some of its original complexity, its willingness to leave questions unresolved, had been left behind. I was reminded how its America isn't just the place "where even orphan immigrants can leave their fingerprints and rise up." It's something more familiar to us now: a fractious, fragile republic where a logorrheic proponent of executive authority faces charges of corruption, gets mired in a sex scandal, taunts his opponents, and ends up in a partisan environment so rancorous that his enemy shoots him in a duel.

The first act of "Hamilton" tracks the rise of a statesman whose personal ambition comes to align with America's ascent; the second follows a fatal arc downward as Hamilton's failings jeopardize the legacy he'd built. (There are echoes in the plot of the cut-short lives of Mr. Miranda's hip-hop heroes Biggie and Tupac, whose flow he infused into the musical's bars.) "I don't think it's an 'up with America' show," Mr. Miranda told me. Later, he said, "I knew I was writing a tragedy."

Ten years on, "Hamilton" feels less like a fantasy than a warning: This is how quickly America's promise could curdle.

And yet the show is also filled with brio, from its kinetic choreography and spinning turntable to the high-low wordplay of its lyrics and its brilliantly distinguished musical stylings for each character. Cheering for Aaron Burr's second-act showstopper, "The Room Where It Happens," may be a little morally dubious, as he exalts personal ambition over any political ideal, but it's theatrically thrilling.

The characters are "all so flawed," Mr. Miranda reflected, "and yet they built something that we live in. And we're all so flawed, so maybe we can also continue to build toward a better country and a better world." That was his "revelation," he said. "It was not 'Let's sanctify these men.' It was 'Oh, these were men.'"

Of course, the creator's intentions don't necessarily script the show's reception. But in a way, they did. Having no control who tells your story, Mr. Miranda said, is "what the show's about!" Hamilton is Washington's right-hand man, but then he finds himself at odds with the ensuing Adams administration. "The thing I remind myself is: The next guy's president, and you're worthless," Mr. Miranda said. "And then the next guy's president, and your stock goes up."

"Hamilton," he added, has "gone through versions of that, too: 'Oh, it's the Obama show!' 'Oh, it's actually the resistance-to-Trump show!' It's a musical. If it's well written, whether it's ''Hamilton' or 'Cabaret' or 'Chicago,' different things are going to hit you depending on where we are as a country."

The key to keeping that possibility alive is the show's ending. Instead of the galvanizing hip-hop numbers that propel its multiracial cast through the American Revolution, instead of the soaring ballads and sultry R&B and jaunty jazz that expand the soundscape of our country's history, instead of the defiant resolution that caps the first act with Hamilton scaling a staircase as he shouts, "I am not throwing away my shot!" the show ends on a hushed, uncertain tone. There's no resounding orchestral chord, no "Oklahoma"-style promise of a beautiful morning to come in America. Rather, "Hamilton" concludes with the entire company singing, a cappella, a haunting, open question: "Who lives, who dies, who tells your story?"

When I saw it 10 years ago, I was floored by its final beat. Eliza, Hamilton's widow, who tried to rescue his legacy from oblivion, looked out toward the audience and gasped. We sat in silence, stunned.

Originally, the show ended with a minor chord. But then, before it got to Broadway, Mr. Miranda and his orchestrator, Alex Lacamoire, worked out a different arrangement. There wouldn't be a final chord at all. They played with the a cappella section so that "Who lives, who dies, who tells your story?" tapered to a single note, neither decisively major or minor, optimistic or elegiac. America's story would still be up for grabs.

Daniel Pollack-Pelzner, a theater teacher at Portland State University, is the author of the forthcoming "Lin-Manuel Miranda: The Education of an Artist."
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Guest Essay


This Attack on a Federal Judge Is Preposterous

 Damon Winter/The New York Times



By Nancy Gertner and Stephen I. Vladeck
Ms. Gertner is a retired Federal District Court judge. Mr. Vladeck is a professor at Georgetown University Law Center.


Aug 04, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Last week in a post on social media, Attorney General Pam Bondi announced that the Justice Department filed a misconduct complaint against James Boasberg, the chief judge of the Federal District Court in Washington, claiming he made "improper public comments about President Trump" and his administration.

The essence of the complaint is that Judge Boasberg, in talking with John Roberts, the chief justice of the United States, and other federal judges, said things "that have undermined the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary" and that as a result, he should be subjected to an investigation, temporary reassignment of some of his cases and, potentially, public reprimand and "consideration of impeachment-related recommendations."

The complaint misrepresents both what Judge Boasberg said and the nature of the setting in which he spoke, and it misapplies the law and the rules governing judicial conduct. Worse, it is a dangerous escalation in a mounting list of assaults by the current administration on the legitimacy of the federal courts.

It is, in a word, preposterous.

According to the complaint, the comments took place on March 11 at "a session" of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the national policymaking body of the federal courts. In that session, the Justice Department claims, Judge Boasberg, "straying from the traditional topics" of the conference, expressed "his belief that the Trump administration would 'disregard rulings of federal courts' and trigger 'a constitutional crisis.'" The Justice Department claims that Judge Boasberg tried to "push a wholly unsolicited discussion" to "persuade the chief justice and other federal judges of his preconceived belief that the Trump administration would violate court orders."

Apparently, the complaint is based on a leaked memorandum, reportedly written by a member of the Judicial Conference. Even if the claims against Judge Boasberg had merit -- they don't -- the attorney general's announcement on social media is a violation of the law, which requires confidentiality. The entire exercise is an insult to the federal judiciary and cannot stand.

First, Judge Boasberg's comments weren't public. This matters: The code of conduct for federal judges states that "a judge should not make public comment on the merits of a matter pending or impending in any court." But as The Federalist, a pro-Trump website, reported, the meeting was at a private "working breakfast." From our years of experience -- one of us as a federal judge and the other as a constitutional scholar -- we know that typically, Chief Justice Roberts invites judges to breakfast on each of the days that the Judicial Conference meets. There is no set agenda; there are no "traditional topics."

Additionally, calling Judge Boasberg's comments "unsolicited" makes no sense. In these meetings, Chief Justice Roberts often asks a general question of the judges about what they see going on in their courts. And the judges share a wide range of concerns. The Federalist reported that Judge Boasberg's contribution to the discussion was to relay concerns raised by his colleagues on the federal bench in Washington (whom he was representing at the Judicial Conference) about what would happen if the Trump administration disregarded court orders in unspecified future cases -- not, as the complaint implies, his personal concerns.

If Judge Boasberg was accurately relaying his colleagues' concerns (the complaint was tellingly silent on this point), then he was providing appropriate feedback to the chief justice, not opining on a specific, pending matter. Indeed, J.G.G. v. Trump, the high-profile case that Judge Boasberg was later assigned to, involving the removal of migrants under the Alien Enemies Act to El Salvador's CECOT prison -- the only one of his cases the complaint mentions -- hadn't even been filed yet. (Yes, he's also the judge assigned to cases including Project on Government Oversight Inc. v. Trump and American Oversight v. Hegseth, the latter also being filed after the breakfast meeting took place.)

The notion that it is somehow improper for judges on lower federal courts to raise a general concern about the prospect of their orders being ignored simply beggars belief. And it turns out that those concerns were well taken. In July, The Washington Post reported that Mr. Trump and his appointees "have been accused of flouting courts in a third of the more than 160 lawsuits against the administration in which a judge has issued a substantive ruling." Last week The Times reported on the Senate confirmation of Emil Bove, a Trump loyalist, as a federal appeals court judge, noting that "during his brief tenure as a Justice Department official, Bove was accused by a whistle-blower of having suggested that department lawyers might defy court orders." In a Senate subcommittee hearing, Ms. Bondi seemed to suggest that the administration will follow court orders -- but only those of the Supreme Court.

Finally, even if Judge Boasberg's comments had been public, even if the comments reflected his views rather than a summary of his colleagues' concerns and even if those concerns weren't well taken, the Justice Department's complaint doesn't come close to making the case that he violated the code of conduct for federal judges. As the complaint notes, Judge Boasberg did later grant a temporary restraining order in J.G.G. v. Trump, but that was a ruling on the specific facts and applicable law in that case -- the job of a judge. It doesn't mean he was predisposed to rule against the administration. Nothing in the complaint indicates that at the breakfast the judge mentioned any of the specific government policies being challenged.

The federal judicial code of conduct says that judges may speak and write "on both law-related and nonlegal subjects" so long as doing so doesn't "detract from the dignity of the judge's office, interfere with the performance of the judge's official duties" or "reflect adversely on the judge's impartiality." In this instance, Judge Boasberg was performing his official duties in a dignified, private and impartial manner. Claiming otherwise comes close to implying that the legality of a judge's conduct is whatever the attorney general says it is.

The real issue here is why Ms. Bondi decided to make such a spectacle out of an obviously frivolous complaint against a highly respected Federal District Court judge. It seems clear that her first intended audience is other district judges; for them, even frivolous judicial misconduct complaints come at a personal and professional cost, especially when they are filed not by private litigants but by the Justice Department. If the chief judge of the Federal District Court in Washington can come in for such treatment, perhaps other judges will think twice before raising legitimate concerns.

The federal judiciary, like Congress, is a coequal branch of government; part of its job is to serve as a check on the executive branch. This is so with respect to federal judges across the country, no matter who the appointing president was. Instead of reflecting the lawlessness of the courts, if the complaint against Judge Boasberg is, as it appears, an effort by the Justice Department to baselessly muzzle him, that would be lawlessness coming from the executive branch.

The second audience is, without doubt, Mr. Trump and his supporters. By all appearances, the complaint furthers the idea that presidents can do what they want without a care for federal judicial rulings. That's not how our legal system and Constitution work.

Ms. Bondi wrote that Judge Boasberg's comments "have undermined the integrity of the judiciary, and we will not stand for that." No. The way to look at this is the inverse: Her Justice Department is attempting to undermine the integrity of the judiciary and the rule of law.

Nancy Gertner is a retired Federal District Court judge. Stephen I. Vladeck is a professor at Georgetown University Law Center.
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Guest Essay


Mark Kelly: My Fix for NASA




By Mark Kelly
Mr. Kelly is a U.S. senator from Arizona and a former NASA astronaut.


Aug 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

There's no country better at solving hard problems than the United States, and there's no better example of that than NASA. We put people on the moon in the 1960s with computers less powerful than the smartphone in your pocket. We built and launched a reusable rocket ship in the 1980s and used that to build a space station where astronauts can live and work in orbit. Just last week, we watched four astronauts launch an American-made rocket to the space station from American soil. NASA makes us proud to be Americans. And even more so, the agency is an engine of discovery and innovation that benefits all of us.

I'm worried that President Trump is about to slow that engine down -- and with it decades of American progress. That includes progress made during his own first term. Mr. Trump's ongoing attempts to slash NASA's work force and gut its budget send a message that America's leadership in space is optional. It isn't.

For more than 50 years NASA primarily designed, owned and operated all of its spacecraft, from the first Mercury rocket launch in 1960 to the space shuttle I first piloted in 2001. When NASA announced it was changing all of that by contracting with commercial companies to bring crew and cargo to low Earth orbit, I thought the idea was pretty crazy. It was 2010, and I was training to be the commander of the final mission of the space shuttle Endeavour. I spent hundreds of hours in the simulator with my crew, preparing us to be ready for anything that came our way. I didn't trust that private companies could pull this off because they lacked the experience NASA engineers had. There's no margin for error when you're 250 miles above the Earth's surface.

But I was wrong. Today, thanks to NASA's investments and guidance, commercial spaceflight isn't just working; it's cheaper, faster and more flexible than what the agency could provide on its own. The first Trump administration and the Obama and Biden administrations backed a model of awarding small, fixed-price contracts to multiple space companies to develop new spaceflight technologies. Using calculated risks and competition, that model is delivering big results.

 Tamara Reynolds for The New York Times


SpaceX, the rocket company run by Elon Musk, now takes astronauts and cargo to the International Space Station, and Northrop Grumman delivers cargo with its Cygnus spacecraft. NASA is working with private companies to build moon landers and deliver science experiments to the lunar surface. We're on the brink of returning American astronauts to the moon through the successor to the Apollo program, Artemis, which came together during Mr. Trump's first term and brings international partners into the fold.

The growth of these private space partnerships is making America safer -- while China and Russia mainly stick with government-owned launch systems, the U.S. Defense Department uses commercial launch services. That means the satellites our military and intelligence community use to communicate, detect missile launches and track threats get to orbit potentially cheaper and faster than our adversaries.

Here's the crazy thing: All of this progress is now at risk, including the very things that made NASA successful under Mr. Trump's first administration.

 Tamara Reynolds for The New York Times

Sean Duffy, the transportation secretary, watches a convoy of NASA astronauts heading to the SpaceX Crew-11 launch site. Tamara Reynolds for The New York Times


NASA is reportedly losing up to 4,000 employees, including some of its most experienced and specialized workers, because Mr. Trump is trying to take a sledgehammer to the civilian work force. It has a stand-in administrator in Sean Duffy, who has a second job running the Department of Transportation. And in May the Trump administration proposed a 24 percent cut to NASA's budget -- the largest single-year cut in history.

Ensuring a continued American presence in space is crucial to keeping our country's engine of science and innovation moving. But Mr. Trump has proposed reducing crew and cargo transportation to the International Space Station. His team is slashing yearslong NASA science missions that could unlock mysteries about Mars and reveal which planets outside our solar system could support life, among so many other discoveries that would keep the United States on the leading edge of space research. And his proposed budget calls for cutting short the Artemis program, which would mean abandoning his original plan of establishing a long-term American presence on the moon.

Artemis was started to boost American innovation and inspire the next generation of American scientists and engineers, just like the Apollo program did for children like my brother and me when we watched the moon landings from our living room floor. NASA and its private partners need a consistent goal that outlasts presidents. But now Mr. Trump is scrambling our space strategy.

While the United States is debating the mission, China is on the move -- it's built its own space station, landed rovers on the moon and is planning crewed lunar missions to launch by decade's end. Just as in other sectors, if America abandons space to China, China will get to write the rules of the road and other countries will partner with China instead of us.

 Tamara Reynolds for The New York Times


NASA's success has always depended on bold goals, clear leadership and trust in American ingenuity. A well resourced agency stocked with the best minds in the world, taking on the most ambitious missions in human history, is the key to that success. If the White House remembers that -- and backs it with action -- America's space program will continue to lead the world and drive innovation forward for another generation.

Mark Kelly is a U.S. senator from Arizona and a former NASA astronaut.
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letters


Grief and Support When a Therapist Dies

Aug 06, 2025 at 05:48 PM


Jeff Axelbank learned from a colleague that his therapist had died.  Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Losing a Therapist," by Ellen Barry (Science Times, Aug. 5):

I felt incredible relief when reading Ms. Barry's article; an all-too-often taboo subject made it into The New York Times.

As someone who has lost three analysts to death, I know firsthand the isolation and unfathomable grief that comes from losing the person who knows you best of all, but who has nevertheless remained a stranger in the "real world" you inhabit.

Seeing Ms. Barry's article demonstrated that this once unspoken and fraught subject has become more mainstream, that therapists are more likely to plan for their own demise because they truly understand what's at stake for their patients and that patients experiencing potentially overwhelming grief will feel more supported and less alone.

Claudia Heilbrunn
New York
The writer is the editor of "What Happens When the Analyst Dies: Unexpected Terminations in Psychoanalysis."

To the Editor:

Thank you for your excellent article about a huge problem in the field of psychotherapy. We therapists and psychoanalysts often do not prepare for our deaths -- and while we spend our careers listening to and caring for patients, examining every nuance of our patients' reactions to our vacations and other absences, we often do not prepare them to face our final departure.

Nor do we prepare each other. We rarely speak of our illness or suffering professionally. What usually happens is that a therapist or analyst just gradually attends fewer and fewer meetings, teaches fewer classes, sees fewer patients and then disappears from the scene altogether. And we do little to support one another.

This was brought home to me when, at the age of 46, I suffered a near-fatal heart attack, and my friends had to scramble to alert my patients. What is the problem here? Well, like other humans, therapists and analysts are often afraid of death.

I, like most of us, had no plan in place in case I suddenly became ill. We use denial to keep ourselves from feelings associated with mortality, and as a result we fail to make the preparations we ought to make for the sake of our patients and colleagues.

Kudos to those who are calling out the gross ethical violation that this represents and who are working to correct this problem.

Corinne Masur
Chester Springs, Pa.
The writer is a child and adult psychoanalyst and the editor of "Flirting With Death: Psychoanalysts Consider Mortality."

To the Editor:

Thank you for your sensitive and illuminating article about dealing with the death of a therapist. What is not addressed are the confusion and shock that occur when your therapist dies by suicide, especially in the middle of your treatment.

I have met many people over the years who are still trying to navigate the sense of abandonment, sorrow, betrayal and, most of all, guilt, that continue to haunt them after their caring mental health professional chooses to end his or her life.

Balancing the need to hold on with the reality that a trusted therapist seemingly could not is heartbreaking.

Carla Fine
New York
The writer is the author of "No Time to Say Goodbye: Surviving the Suicide of a Loved One."

Light in the Middle East?

 Stephanie Keith/Getty Images


To the Editor:

Re "Arab League Says Hamas Must Disarm to Achieve a Palestinian State" (news article, Aug. 2):

Perhaps this is the very light that pierces the ever-increasing darkness that hovers over the Middle East. What courage and wisdom it took for these Arab nations to call for the disarmament of Hamas and its removal as a governing authority in Gaza. Their courage is exhibited by their willingness to do this in defiance of whatever portion of their populations celebrates Hamas's "resistance" to Israel.

The Arab League has apparently come to an understanding that a Palestinian state or any civilized state cannot be governed by a political entity that violently represses its own people, routinely attacks its neighbor and calls in its own charter for the elimination of the entire state of Israel and its people.

Perhaps this is the beginning of an awakening that an acceptance of any people's right to live free in their own homeland will bring a prosperity and a growth of the spirit that will truly allow humanity to flourish in this war-torn part of the world.

Jack Braverman
Sarasota, Fla.
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Why the B.L.S. Regularly Revises Jobs Data

President Trump fired the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics last week and described a jobs report that included a big downward revision as "rigged."

The big revisions to employment data on Friday quickly angered President Trump. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Ben Casselman
Graphics by Keith Collins and Christine Zhang



Aug 06, 2025 at 10:03 AM

When the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported last month that employers had added 147,000 jobs in June, investors cheered, economists let out a sigh of relief, and President Trump celebrated on social media.

But employers hadn't added 147,000 jobs. They had added fewer than a tenth of that number, at least according to an updated tally released by the statistics bureau on Friday. Job growth for May was also revised far lower, the latest in a series of big downward adjustments in recent months.


To the economists and investors who obsessively scrutinize the employment numbers, revisions are normal -- an inevitable if sometimes frustrating part of trying to measure a $30 trillion economy.

But they also say the bureau, like statistical agencies around the world, is struggling to measure a rapidly changing economy and needs to adopt new techniques to produce reliable data.

Those concerns, normally the stuff of statistics conferences and economics podcasts, burst into public view on Friday -- first with the shocking size of the revisions, which shaved more than a quarter-million jobs off the recent total, and then with Mr. Trump's decision to fire the official in charge of the agency, Erika McEntarfer.

Mr. Trump claimed without evidence that Dr. McEntarfer had "rigged" the numbers to hurt him politically. His aides, in TV interviews over the weekend, argued that she had deserved to lose her job because the agency had failed to produce accurate statistics on her watch.

Economists across the political spectrum decried Dr. McEntarfer's firing, and dismissed the notion that she would, or even could, meddle with the monthly jobs figures. They said that while it was understandable that revisions -- especially large ones -- could foster skepticism, the data produced by the agency remained reliable.

The challenges facing the agency, they added, long predate Dr. McEntarfer's leadership and will be difficult for her successor to address without increased funding. Instead, the Trump administration has proposed further cuts to the agency's budget.

"The solution to that is not to fire the head of B.L.S. but to make the immediate investments in the federal statistical system," said Nancy Potok, who served as chief statistician of the United States during the first Trump administration.

Measurement Challenges

There is a fundamental tension inherent in all economic data: accuracy vs. timeliness.

Policymakers, investors and businesses want information as quickly as possible so it can inform their decisions. But the most complete data is often based on tax returns, Social Security filings or other records that aren't available until months or years later.

Revisions are the imperfect solution to this problem. Statistical agencies release preliminary estimates of job growth, inflation, gross domestic product and other measures, then revise them as more complete data becomes available.

"If we waited for perfect data, our statistics wouldn't be timely," said Jed Kolko, who oversaw economic data at the Commerce Department during the Biden administration. "If we only looked at timely statistics, they wouldn't be accurate. Revisions are how we get timely statistics and accurate statistics."

In the case of job growth, the statistics bureau conducts a monthly survey of more than 100,000 employers to collect data on how many people they employ, hours worked and wages paid. It revises the numbers twice in subsequent months, as data comes in from employers that responded late.

Once a year, the agency releases a larger "benchmark revision" that aligns the survey data with more definitive -- but much less timely -- records from state unemployment insurance offices.

Regular users of the jobs data know to expect revisions and adjust accordingly, averaging the monthly data over time and combining multiple sources to get a more complete picture.

The downward revisions on Friday helped bring the monthly payroll numbers more closely in line with other measures of the labor market. But to people who don't follow economic news closely, such big changes can be shocking.

"These numbers are intended to speak to lots of different audiences," said Guy Berger, a labor economist who has followed the monthly jobs reports for years. "It's hard to communicate to normies."

Shifting Patterns

The revisions announced on Friday were the biggest in decades, outside the pandemic. But on the whole, revisions have grown smaller over time, according to an analysis by Ernie Tedeschi, director of economics for the Yale Budget Lab. The average revision during Mr. Trump's first six months in office is almost identical to the average during the four years of the Biden administration.

What has been unusual during the early months of Mr. Trump's term is that the revisions have been consistently in the same direction: down. That was true for much of President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s term as well, other than a period of large positive revisions in the immediate aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic.


A pattern of negative revisions is often a bad sign for the economy. The initial monthly payroll estimates repeatedly understated job losses early in the Great Recession, for example, and did the same during the pandemic. Some forecasters have suggested that the recent revisions could be a sign that the labor market is weakening again.

There could be other factors at play, however. To produce timely estimates, statistical agencies have to make assumptions to fill in the gaps left by incomplete data. But the pandemic and its chaotic aftermath disrupted hiring patterns. Big shifts in immigration did the same. It is possible that the models used by the statistics bureau haven't kept up with rapid changes in the labor market in recent years.

"Given the atypical features of this cycle, it is not surprising to me that we've had some large revisions," Mr. Berger said. "There are fundamental issues that are worth talking about finding ways to improve."

Trying to Adapt

The statistics bureau has acknowledged a need to modify its methods, and has already begun making changes.

Response rates to government surveys have been falling for years, a decline that accelerated during the pandemic. Lower response rates don't yet seem to have had a major effect on the reliability of the statistics, but experts say it is only a matter of time before they do. And existing measures don't always reflect the reality of the modern labor market, such as the rise of gig work.


"It would be better if we were doing a better job capturing some of the changes in the economy," said Katharine G. Abraham, who led the agency during the Clinton and George W. Bush administrations.

Federal statistical agencies have been trying to improve response rates and rely less on surveys. Major companies can now report their payroll numbers directly to the statistics bureau, for example, rather than needing to fill out a survey form. And the bureau is using private-sector data on prices for cars, gas and medical services rather than relying on traditional survey methods.

Such approaches may prove to be more accurate and less expensive. But not right away -- changing methods is painstaking, requiring experimentation and testing to make sure that the new data sources are comparable to the old ones. That requires resources and expertise.

The bureau's budget has declined about 18 percent in inflation-adjusted terms since 2009, according to a 2024 report from the American Statistical Association, a professional group. That report warned that budget cuts were making it hard for the bureau and other statistical agencies to modernize their operations.

The problem has grown worse since Mr. Trump took office. A federal hiring freeze, combined with the buyout and early retirement programs offered to many government workers, has led more professionals to leave federal agencies. Mr. Trump also disbanded advisory committees through which private-sector experts provided feedback and guidance to the statistical agencies. And his budget proposed steep cuts to the bureau's funding.

A Department of Labor spokesperson, who declined to be named, said the administration had offered options for addressing declining response rates and other challenges, and had provided funding to prevent the cancellation of an annual survey on displaced workers, at the bureau's request.

In June, the bureau said it had stopped collecting price data in three cities, and cut back data collection across the country because of funding constraints. That forced the agency to rely more on statistical techniques to fill in the gaps, potentially reducing the reliability of its data. (The Department of Labor spokesperson said the department had learned about the cuts through media reports.)

"If you were serious about modernizing and improving official statistics, you would be spending more money, you would invest in this, you would make sure that the experts who work at these agencies are given incentives to stay and you would take every advantage of opportunities to get feedback and input from the private sector," Mr. Kolko said.
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How Did This Happen?


How Does a Rewards Start-Up Know What Credit Cards Are in Your Wallet?

Some people who have signed up with a company called Bilt have been unnerved to see a list of all their credit cards displayed. How did Bilt get this information?

 Alain Pilon 



By Ron Lieber



Aug 05, 2025 at 10:02 AM

It is no secret that we have little privacy anymore. But once in a while, companies still have the ability to shock us with how much they know.

When you sign up for Bilt, a loyalty and payment platform best known for giving people the ability to earn rewards points while paying rent, it asks you to link your credit cards. Once Bilt has those, it can send you points when you do business with its partners.

So far, so good. But here's something curious: Bilt can present you with a list of the cards you have, even though you're a new customer. It's not hiding that fact, either, since it puts this information -- the card names and the last few digits of the card number -- right under your nose.

How on earth did Bilt get this information?

A handful of freaked-out people on Reddit have tried to figure it out in the last year or so. And when Bilt became the monthly maintenance payment platform for residents in my building, one neighbor turned off the feature that can instantly link your cards and told the rest of us how to do it.

To understand why Bilt shows you this information, you have to take a step back and examine what Bilt is actually trying to accomplish.

In the bad old days, you couldn't pay your rent with a credit card and earn miles or other points for those thousands of dollars. Sometimes, big landlords would accept plastic, but they'd charge you a service fee, or the merchant fees that building owners paid ended up embedded in the (higher) rent.

Bilt helped to change that, by cutting a deal with Wells Fargo to issue co-branded credit cards that people could use to pay rent. The partnership helped cover the costs of the reward points that Bilt issues itself.

That partnership did not work out -- neither Bilt nor Wells Fargo would say why -- and Bilt has created a new partnership with a card-issuing company called Cardless.

Meanwhile, some landlords and building management companies started teaming up with Bilt and paying the company to handle leasing and billing for residents. Bilt essentially became their digital checkout system in addition to their rewards provider. If renters renew their leases -- often with the help of Bilt bonus points -- Bilt makes money, too.

The company also built a network of merchants (over 40,000 so far), with an emphasis on businesses close to buildings that it has teamed up with. The company makes money from merchants through this effort as well.

In essence, the company wants you to think of it as a universal loyalty program built around your neighborhood. And if you link your cards and patronize the network merchants, Bilt can hand over information to, say, a partner coffee shop.

If that shop uses what Bilt describes as members' "anonymized preferences" at "an aggregate building level" to learn about their spending habits, it could choose to reward them even more to try to keep them away from the new Starbucks nearby (for as long as Starbucks is not a Bilt partner, at least). 

So that's a big part of why Bilt wants you to link your cards and puts that list in front of you after you sign up.

And how does Bilt put the information about your cards in front of you? It works with a company called Method Financial, which gets it from various places, including the credit bureaus, the card networks (like Visa and Mastercard) and the card issuers themselves.

This is all legal -- a permissible purpose, in the parlance of the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act, though there are other federal and state rules that address this sort of thing.

And you agree to let Bilt present the cards in your wallet to you (and for Method Financial to help) when you register for a Bilt account. It's in the terms and conditions, which, as ever, few people read.

"We are not some magical, mysterious institution that has all your data," said Mit Shah, Method Financial's co-founder and chief operating officer. "We act primarily as your agent upon your consent."

Bilt is aware that some people find this spooky, but the offer to link your cards has not gotten in the way of its growth so far. 

"It's just about removing friction," said Ankur Jain, Bilt's founder and chief executive. "We're not buying any data."

Still, you don't have to link your credit cards to use Bilt to pay your rent or monthly maintenance. Paying directly from your bank account is an option.

So avoid all of that if it creeps you out, and sacrifice some points that you could turn into frequent-flier miles or other goodies. Otherwise, do as many users do and link your cards, heading down what now seems like an inexorable path toward nearly everyone's knowing almost everything about everyone else.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/05/your-money/bilt-credit-cards-privacy.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




McDonald's Sales Return to Growth, Pushed by Promotions

Higher sales in its latest quarter were propelled by lower-priced meals. Fast food had become too expensive for some consumers, company executives said.

For much of the past year, McDonald's has seen consumer traffic fall off amid high inflation and interest rates. Rachel Bujalski for The New York Times



By Julie Creswell



Aug 06, 2025 at 12:03 PM

For some consumers, fast food has simply become too expensive.

Executives at McDonald's conceded Wednesday morning that a segment of their customer base, particularly lower-income consumers, are less willing to spend $10 or more for a meal of a burger, fries and a drink at the restaurant chain.

While the burger giant has had success bringing customers back with $5 meal deals, executives said they were having conversations with franchisee owners, who set the prices at their own stores, to try to find ways to give consumers even cheaper meal offerings.

"Too often, if you're that consumer, you're driving up to the restaurant and you're seeing combo meals could be priced over $10, and that absolutely is shaping value perceptions," McDonald's chief executive, Chris Kempczinski, told Wall Street analysts and investors on a call Wednesday. He noted that some consumers had a negative view of pricing, adding, "We've got to get that fixed."

Indeed, it was the $5 meal deals and return of snack wraps, priced at $2.99, this summer that propelled McDonald's sales higher in its latest quarter.

The restaurant chain reported that global same-store sales rose 3.8 percent in the quarter ending June 30, compared with the same time last year. Sales in the United States were the primary driver, with a 2.5 percent increase. Still, executives said that across the U.S. fast-food industry, visits by consumers with lower incomes had dropped by double digits in the quarter as they were more vulnerable to high inflation and interest rates.

That dip in visits is most pronounced for breakfast offerings, executives said.

Mr. Kempczinski said breakfast was the most "economically sensitive" time of a consumer's day. Customers, especially those who are stressed, can easily decide to "either skip breakfast or choose to eat breakfast at home," he added.

In its most recent quarter, McDonald's leaned into new promotions, hoping to win customers back. In April, it offered a meal deal tied to the release of a movie based on the popular Minecraft game. And in July, it brought back its popular snack wraps. The chain has also extended the $5 meal deal that it introduced last summer.

Global revenue for the chain, which includes fees from franchisees, increased 5 percent in the second quarter from a year earlier, to $6.8 billion. Profit rose 11 percent, to $2.2 billion.

McDonald's stock was up 2.9 percent, to $307.41, as of midday Wednesday.

Internationally, executives at the restaurant chain noted that consumers, particularly families, were struggling under many of the same economic pressures as those in the United States. They noted climbing costs for food and other products. The price of beef, for instance, in Europe was up 20 percent over the past year.

In recent months, McDonald's has introduced the Big Arch -- a sandwich made with two beef patties, three slices of cheese, sauce, lettuce and crispy onions -- in France and Britain.

Still, executives praised franchisees in Europe for trying to keep menu prices at levels that would still attract customers. That seemed to prop up McDonald's international business. International sales generate nearly 60 percent of the chain's revenues.

Same-store sales for the international restaurants based in Canada, Australia and much of Europe grew 4 percent from a year earlier. In other international markets, including China, Japan and the Middle East, McDonald's reported a 5.6 percent rise from levels last year, led by Japan.

For McDonald's, it is a delicate dance when dealing with its franchisees, which own about 93 percent of its restaurants around the world. Even as the corporation wants prices to come down or even, ideally, be set at a uniform price across a country, it is the individual business owners who incur the rising expenses of labor, food and other costs as well as fees to McDonald's to operate their restaurants.

"I think there still is absolutely a need and a benefit for having nationally advertised price points," Mr. Kempczinski said.

The company is also testing new beverages, including a variety of cold coffees, fruity refreshers, crafted sodas and energy drinks at 500 restaurants, it said. If those tests go well, the company is likely to roll out the new offerings throughout its U.S. locations, executives said.

"It's a really large market opportunity," Mr. Kempczinski said of beverages. "It's growing, and it's more profitable than food."
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Claire's, Teen Jewelry Chain, Files for Bankruptcy a 2nd Time

Once ubiquitous for ear piercing at the mall, Claire's faced financial volatility along with other bricks-and-mortar retailers. It last filed for bankruptcy in 2018.

Claire's filed for bankruptcy for the second time on Wednesday. They first filed in 2018 and closed underperforming stores across the country. Justin Sullivan/Getty Images



By Isabella Kwai



Aug 06, 2025 at 02:27 PM

Claire's, the jewelry chain that was once an inescapable part of life for many teens, filed for bankruptcy a second time on Wednesday, joining other retailers who have struggled amid the growth of online shopping and the uncertainty set off by tariffs.

The company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in Delaware. It said in a statement that it also planned to start insolvency proceedings in Canada that would allow it to restructure.

"This decision is difficult, but a necessary one," said Chris Cramer, Claire's chief executive, adding that the company was discussing its future with "potential strategic partners." He cited increased competition, consumer spending trends and the company's debt obligations. Stores in North America will remain open as the company explores alternatives, the statement said.

Claire's, which is based in Hoffman Estates, Ill., operates more than 2,750 stories in 17 countries across North America and Europe, according to its website. It also owns ICING, a women's jewelry brand that operates 190 locations.

The company had estimated liabilities of $1 billion to 10 billion, according to the court filing. The company said it had 25,000 to 50,000 creditors.

The company began as a chain of wig stores in 1961 before combining with a small chain called Claire's Boutiques. It operated as Claire's Accessories until the late 1990s, and established itself over the years as the mall spot for American teenagers and preteens to shop and pierce their ears.

But the company has faced financial volatility in recent years.

It first filed for bankruptcy protection in 2018 in the hopes of shedding nearly $2 billion in debt, saying it would close underperforming stores across the country. Its creditors, Elliot Management Corp. and Monarch Alternative Capital, took control of the company.

By 2022, the company's fortunes were looking brighter. It teamed up with retailers like Walmart to offer its products in aisles there and said that it had recorded a surge of more than 50 percent in global sales in 2021 compared with 2020. Claire's stoked public excitement in late 2021 with a planned initial public offering that it said could raise up to $100 million.

In June 2023, the jewelry retailer said it would not proceed with the initial public offering.

Steep tariffs imposed by President Trump on U.S. trading partners have also raised pressure on retailers who rely on suppliers in countries like China. Claire's is also due to repay a loan of nearly $500 million in December next year, according to Bloomberg.

In its statement on Wednesday, Claire's said that it would seek approval for "a consensual use of cash collateral" to ensure it had the funds to continue operating.

Other retailers once considered mainstays in shopping centers have also struggled. Forever 21's operator in the United States filed for a second bankruptcy of its own in March, saying that it had been undercut by competition with non-U.S. retailers such as Temu and Shein because of an exemption on duties for low-cost goods. President Trump, however, has since ordered an end to the exemption.
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New York Times Revenue Jumps 9.7% From Subscriptions and Ads

The company added 230,000 digital-only subscribers in the second quarter. It now has 11.88 million total subscribers.

The New York Times on Wednesday reported total revenue of $685.9 million for the second quarter. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Katie Robertson



Aug 06, 2025 at 12:11 PM

The New York Times Company on Wednesday reported strong advertising and subscription revenue growth in the second quarter, adding 230,000 paid digital-only subscribers.

The Times now has 11.88 million total subscribers to its print and digital products, which include the news report, Cooking, Games, the Wirecutter product review site and The Athletic, a sports news site. The company has said it aims to reach 15 million subscribers by the end of 2027.

A vast majority of its subscribers, 11.3 million, subscribe only to the company's digital products. The Times reported 580,000 print subscribers at the end of the second quarter, which ended June 30, down from 600,000 in the first quarter and 630,000 a year earlier.

Total revenue for the second quarter increased 9.7 percent from a year earlier, to $685.9 million. Adjusted operating profit increased nearly 28 percent, to $133.8 million.

Subscription revenue increased 9.6 percent year over year, to $481.4 million. Total advertising revenue increased 12.4 percent, to $134 million. Digital advertising revenue rose 18.7 percent, to $94.4 million, beating the company's estimates, because of strong demand in areas like games and sports.

Another revenue stream for The Times -- affiliate referral and licensing, mostly from Wirecutter -- increased 5.8 percent year over year to $70.5 million.

Operating costs increased 6.2 percent, to $579.3 million. That included $3.5 million in pretax legal costs for an active lawsuit against Microsoft and OpenAI over the use of the news organization's content to train generative artificial intelligence. (In May, The Times announced an A.I. licensing deal with Amazon for the use of its editorial content. The terms were not disclosed.)

The Times breaks out earnings results for The Athletic, which it bought in 2022 for $550 million, but it will stop doing that when it reports third-quarter results, it said. The Athletic reported an adjusted operating profit of $5.8 million, up from a loss of $2.4 million in the second quarter of last year. That increase was due to higher revenue from subscriptions, advertising and licensing.

The Times Company had $951.1 million in cash and marketable securities at the end of June, according to the news release announcing the quarterly results.

"We grew all of our major revenue lines, and we're generating significant free cash flow," Meredith Kopit Levien, the company's chief executive, said in a statement. 

The Times forecast that digital subscription revenue would rise 13 to 16 percent in the third quarter of 2025, with an increase in the low double-digits for digital advertising revenue.

The stock rose more than 13 percent on Wednesday morning.
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The Price May Be Right for That Last-Minute Summer Trip

Late summer has steep airfare savings and smaller crowds. Experts say there are more flight deals than usual and great prices for international trips.

Main cabin airfares are down across destinations as the end of summer approaches, several online travel agencies said, with the best deals to be had in international travel.  Horacio Villalobos/Getty Images



By Christine Chung



Aug 04, 2025 at 08:08 PM

If you've waited to book that big summer trip, now may be your moment.

Late summer generally brings lower travel prices than the season's peak, but this August and September present an even greater opportunity for travelers, with bigger savings than last year and more last-minute airfare deals for U.S. passengers traveling domestic and abroad.

Katy Nastro, an expert at Going, a membership service for cheap airfares, said prices are "unseasonably affordable." Several airlines in recent earnings reports have nodded to uncertainty in the travel landscape, citing global tensions and inconsistent demand as factors.

"Now is the time for the reluctant traveler, especially those who weren't sure if they could afford an international trip this summer," she added.

Main cabin airfares are down across destinations for late summer, but international travel boasts the best deals, according to several online travel agencies. International flights from the United States are hovering around $875 for economy, round-trip travel, down 11 percent from last summer, Kayak, the online booking site, said.

Prices for economy, round-trip domestic flights are averaging around $312, down 3 percent compared with last summer, the company's data shows.

"Now through the rest of summer is a great time to score a deal on international flights, with prices down over $100 on average," said Steve Hafner, Kayak's chief executive.

Cheaper destinations include cities in Europe, perennially one of the top markets for Americans planning summer trips. Julian Kheel, a points and miles expert and founder of Points Path, an online tool that helps maximize savings on airfares, highlighted Barcelona, which he said had the highest year-to-year drop in prices for flights from the United States. Prices are down more than 25 percent for late summer and early fall trips there, he said.

Barcelona had the highest year-to-year drop in prices for flights from the United States, according one travel expert. Davide Bonaldo/SOPA Images, via LightRocket, via Getty Images


Travelers can unearth discounted flights in a number of ways, from subscribing to specialized flight deal websites or apps such as Going, Hopper, and Airfarewatchdog, tracking prices with tools such as Google Flights and Expedia Flight Deals, and flying at less convenient times such as early in the day and midweek.

But beware: Flight deals are ephemeral; what's available one day might evaporate the next. Ms. Nastro of Going cited a few cheap international flights recently offered to members: Austin, Texas, to Rio de Janeiro for $388, Seattle to Sydney for just under $600, and Chicago to Madrid for only $299 in late August.

She suggested widening the search to areas less swarmed by Americans during the summer, such as Britain and South America.

Skyscanner, a low-price booking company, pointed to a handful of surprising deals in September: a $137 direct flight from New York to London and a flight from Los Angeles to Lisbon for under $200.

September can be a good opportunity for an island getaway, said Melanie Fish, the vice president of global public relations for Expedia Group Brands. "Prices for islands like Sardinia and Paros can drop by 35 percent in September -- just outside peak -- compared to August," she added.

Though prices have softened in economy, premium cabin fares are holding fairly steady into the fall, said Mr. Kheel.

"Some are even up in price year-over-year, suggesting that airlines are protecting premium revenue even as they discount economy seats," he added.

In recent earnings reports, airlines have emphasized that they're navigating an uncertain travel environment, citing international tensions and fluctuating demand from travelers. They have also reported that premium cabin sales have largely been resilient and are outperforming economy.

United said that while premium economy was up more than 5 percent for the second quarter from a year earlier, basic economy rose less than 2 percent, and that domestic passenger revenue per seat mile had dropped 7 percent compared with last year. Demand began rising in July, the airline said, adding that it expected "less geopolitical and macroeconomic uncertainty" the rest of the year.

Robert Isom, chief executive of American Airlines, noted that the strength of international and premium cabins was "offset by domestic leisure weakness" and that he anticipated domestic demand would strengthen in the coming months.

Fall travel, which comes with the advantage of smaller crowds and lower temperatures, may not have discounts as significant as those in late summer. For September and October, domestic airfare is up 3 percent compared with last fall, and international flight prices are down 4 percent compared with last year, according to Kayak.

Follow New York Times Travel on Instagram and sign up for our Travel Dispatch newsletter to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 52 Places to Go in 2025.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/04/travel/summer-flight-deals.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business Day
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        Brooklyn Rider Still Has More to Say With the String Quartet
        The group is celebrating its 20th-anniversary season with a series of concerts that look back, one player says, "with a lot of forward motion."

      

      
        Will Watching 'The Devil Wears Prada 2' Be as Enjoyable as Watching the Filming?
        Shooting on the streets of New York has meant a very public experience of a movie that won't be out for months. It has also set up a clash with anti-spoiler culture.

      

      
        British Opera Company Cancels 'Tosca' Collaboration in Israel After Criticism
        The Royal Ballet and Opera said it was scrapping performances in Tel Aviv next year, after nearly 200 staff members signed an open letter criticizing its stance on the war in Gaza.

      

      
        Ozzy Osbourne Died of a Heart Attack, Death Certificate Shows
        The document also notes that he suffered from Parkinson's disease.

      

      
        Humanities Endowment Funds Trump's Priorities After Ending Old Grants
        The $34.8 million allocated by the National Endowment for the Humanities leans toward presidents, statesmen and the Declaration of Independence's 250th anniversary.

      

      
        
          	
            Business Day
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Brooklyn Rider Still Has More to Say With the String Quartet

The group is celebrating its 20th-anniversary season with a series of concerts that look back, one player says, "with a lot of forward motion."

Video: 



By Joshua Barone



Aug 06, 2025 at 04:45 PM

There are many ways in which Brooklyn Rider isn't a typical string quartet: its joyous disregard of traditional genre boundaries, its effortless cool in a centuries-old art form, its engagement with the broader world and politics. Even its calendar is extremely unusual.

"I often get the question, 'How much do you guys rehearse a day as a quartet?'" said Johnny Gandelsman, a violinist with the group. "We're different from how a lot of quartets operate, because we do a lot of work when we're on the road. We don't live in the same places anymore, and so the time that we spend together ends up being very precious."

If you look at the performances, recordings and projects that Brooklyn Rider puts out, you would think its members were working around the clock. Most quartets keep a full-time rehearsal schedule and are, more often than not, operating out of the same city, even the same room. But Brooklyn Rider maintains its high profile mostly on the go, and apart: In between their few sessions together, they practice on their own, tend to old and new relationships with collaborators, discuss programming and, like everyone in the arts, try to gather enough support to bring their ambitious ideas to the stage.

"There's not a day when I'm not working on some aspect of Brooklyn Rider," said Colin Jacobsen, the quartet's other violinist.

It's been this way since Brooklyn Rider's founding, 20 years ago, an anniversary the group is celebrating in the coming months. It will cover a lot of musical ground, true to the quartet's spirit of combining an all-embracing aesthetic with the kind of vibrant, freewheeling folk style that is only possible through technical excellence.

Clockwise from left, Michael Nicolas, Johnny Gandelsman, Nicholas Cords and Colin Jacobsen. Andrew Miller for The New York Times


There are noteworthy concerts, like a performance of Schubert's String Quintet this month at Tanglewood with the superstar cellist Yo-Yo Ma, a longtime collaborator. Brooklyn Rider will continue to tour Philip Glass's complete string quartets, and in January, it will bring a thoughtful examination of democracy through music to Carnegie Hall, to observe another major anniversary: America's 250th.

This week, Brooklyn Rider is playing all around Lincoln Center with six programs, Thursday through Saturday. The concerts are a fragmentary retrospective, including some of the quartet's earliest and most recent projects. But they are also a broadly conceived party that will at times look like a jam session among friends.

"There's actually very little time, as a quartet, to look backward and reflect," Jacobsen said of the occasion, "because we're celebrating this moment with a lot of forward motion."

Brooklyn Rider was founded two decades ago by Gandelsman, Jacobsen, the violist Nicholas Cords and the cellist Eric Jacobsen, Colin's brother. Like much in chamber music history, it got started almost casually, in a living room. The men were kindred spirits, not long out of school and curious about how to honor the roots of the string quartet tradition while bringing it dynamically into the 21st century. Their name is a reference to the Blue Rider movement in early modernist art, which they admired for its eclecticism; they kept "Rider" and added "Brooklyn" for a touch of chic and a nod to where they were based.

At the time, they were involved with the Silk Road Ensemble (now known as Silkroad), a group tied to Ma. Its mission to take an expansive, multicultural view of programming fed their curiosity, Cords said, with its "way of viewing the world through different musical traditions."


Brooklyn Rider's first recording, "Passport" (2008), immediately signaled the quartet's approach to performance and penchant for the unexpected, with a thrillingly uninhibited account of Armenian songs by Komitas, followed by a whirlwind piece by Colin Jacobsen, who has been something like the quartet's house composer. In its layered juxtaposition, the album set an example for the quartet's robust discography.


Since then, Brooklyn Rider has changed little; its sensibility has remained consistent, fed by its appetite for exploration. Jacobsen said that if anything, its artistry has become more mainstream. "Genre bending is the norm, but actually, as we've seen in the world at large, people are more and more siloed," he said. "So it takes specialization to cut through the noise and get people's attention. But we don't do that. We have stayed with this open frame."

A perpetual challenge has been to find time to be together. Only one of the players lives in Brooklyn today, while the others live in Manhattan, the Hudson Valley and Massachusetts. And each has something else going on in his career, like teaching, solo performance, composing and, in the case of Gandelsman, running the label In a Circle Records, which produces Brooklyn Rider's albums.

The quartet performing at the Vail Dance Festival. Andrew Miller for The New York Times


The quartet's biggest change came a decade into its history, when Eric Jacobsen left and Michael Nicolas took his place. Nicolas fit in with what he called "a shared love of all different types of music." But he had a lot of work to do to catch up. "Part of its repertoire from the first 10 years," he said, "it keeps coming back."

"All different types" isn't an overstatement: Some of the works in Brooklyn Rider's repertoire sound like globe-trotting folk music, while others have the exhilarating, headbanging intensity of rock. Then comes a contemporary piece of shattering beauty by Osvaldo Golijov, or a standard of similar power by Beethoven or Schubert. Different eras and styles blend into and inform one another, sometimes to revelatory effect.



Along the way, they have built a stable of collaborators, as varied as the singer Anne Sofie von Otter, the banjo player Bela Fleck and the jazz saxophonist Joshua Redman. Sometimes a player courts them; sometimes, it's the other way around. A member of the group might bring a name to the others, which can lead to what Colin Jacobsen called "a lively discussion" about whether they're all interested.

A similar process plays out in the quartet's relationships with composers. Brooklyn Rider has taken up existing and new works by eminences like Golijov and Glass, but has also been a commissioning force with others, such as Gabriela Lena Frank, Du Yun, Matana Roberts and many more.

Often, new pieces come about through brainy projects. "Healing Modes," an album that came out in March 2020, was an unexpectedly timely, poignant meditation on the healing properties of music. "The Four Elements" is a commissioning project inspired by earth, air, fire and water; it also nods to the number of artists in a quartet.


On a concert-by-concert basis, Brooklyn Rider's programming tends to be tightly focused. But the series at Lincoln Center, Nicolas said, will be "the first time we've had an opportunity to show most of the aspects of who we are."

Brooklyn Rider has organized two concerts a day, including the complete "Four Elements"; a showcase of its collaborating artists; a revival of its first collaboration, "Silent City"; a program for children; and a tribute to its origins, including a performance of the Blue Rider-affiliated Schoenberg's Second String Quartet with the soprano Ariadne Greif.

It's a daunting lineup, but also business as usual. "We're not going to rest on our laurels," Cords said. Because if Brooklyn Rider stands for anything, it's the vitality of the string quartet, limited to four instruments yet seemingly unlimited in its expression.

"There's an endlessness to the string quartet," Cords said. "You could sit and play one piece for the rest of your life and not exhaust it somehow. With us, we're continuing to evolve, and the string quartet is always there for us, like a refuge or a laboratory. It pushes back at us at times, but even in this changing world of ours, it's still the greatest."
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Critic's Notebook


Will Watching 'The Devil Wears Prada 2' Be as Enjoyable as Watching the Filming?

Shooting on the streets of New York has meant a very public experience of a movie that won't be out for months. It has also set up a clash with anti-spoiler culture.

Stanley Tucci and Meryl Streep, center, filmed a scene on the steps of the American Museum of Natural History. TheStewartofNY/GC Images, via Getty Images



By Esther Zuckerman



Aug 06, 2025 at 10:03 AM

If you were strolling around the Upper West Side last Friday -- as I was with my dog -- you were able to walk right onto the set of "The Devil Wears Prada 2" outside the American Museum of Natural History.

Hanging on the Beaux-Arts facade were two banners with the title Runway, the fictional magazine lorded over by the fearsome Miranda Priestly (Meryl Streep), and the words "Spring Florals," evidently the theme of the gala scene that was about to be staged. (Real fans will know there's an irony to this: In the 2006 original, Miranda icily cooed, "Florals? For spring! Groundbreaking.")

But running into the "The Devil Wears Prada 2" production has not been an unusual experience this summer in New York. Streep and her co-star Anne Hathaway seem to be everywhere, stopping Midtown office workers in their tracks and hopping off curbs while looking busy. Their images have also flooded TikTok and Instagram, turning the film into a social media phenomenon months before it hits theaters.

We still don't know much about the sequel, which will reportedly see our favorite characters battling an all-too-familiar unstable media landscape. We do know that Miranda's former assistant and our heroine, Andy Sachs (Hathaway), wears a colorfully patterned Gabriela Hearst dress and a bucket hat near a Hampton Jitney bus. The imperious Emily, another one of Miranda's former assistants (played by Emily Blunt), is also back, wearing a Dior shirt with a corset and pants from Gaultier. Vogue dedicated an article to the specific shade of her red hair. The charming Nigel (Stanley Tucci) is apparently still in contact with Miranda, despite her betrayal -- or, at least, Tucci and Streep have been spotted together.

Nearly a year before it's due to be released, in May 2026, "The Devil Wears Prada 2" feels omnipresent in a way that is both tantalizing and, to some, irksome. A Vogue headline railed: "Not to Be Dramatic, but the Paparazzi Are Ruining Movies for All of Us." Marie Claire declared: "I Don't Want to See Any More 'Devil Wears Prada 2' Costumes Until I'm in the Movie Theater."

Anne Hathaway, in a Gabriela Hearst dress, on the New York City set of "The Devil Wears Prada 2." James Devaney/GC Images, via Getty Images


The influx of set photos -- some from paparazzi and some from everyday onlookers -- puts the movie in the cross hairs of two competing ideas about movie consumption. On the one hand, the images feed the social media mill, providing endless fodder for our feeds. At the same time, many fans profess to be intensely spoilerphobic, and the fear extends not just to major plot points. In Marie Claire, the writer Meguire Hennes argued that for a project as fashion-dependent as "The Devil Wears Prada," seeing too many outfits could be a spoiler. By the time the movie hits theaters, "I might be underwhelmed -- because I know it's coming," she wrote.

I don't really buy that argument. Of course, various get-ups and locations make guesses possible: There's a fake Met Gala of some sort! Andy goes to (or at least tries to go to) the Hamptons! But I've found that nothing can override the experience of seeing an actual movie. The success of "The Devil Wears Prada 2" will be determined by whether it can match the smart, dishy dialogue and emotional depth of its forebear -- not whether Andy's Coach bag is overly familiar.

At the same time, too much exposure can be perilous -- not for the fan but for a film or TV show that's still in the process of being made. The fashion on display in "The Devil Wears Prada 2" has already received some criticism from the peanut gallery online. That's still nothing compared with the outrage by those who saw early photos from Ryan Murphy's "American Love Story," about the romance between John F. Kennedy Jr. and Carolyn Bessette-Kennedy. Murphy himself released photos from a screen test, but adding insult to injury was an on-set image of the actress Sarah Pidgeon, playing Bessette-Kennedy, in a shiny skirt and Chuck Taylors.

The consensus was that the series had gotten Bessette-Kennedy's iconic, elevated style all wrong. Her garments looked like fast fashion instead of the simple but elegant brands she was known for wearing. Her blond tresses didn't have Bessette-Kennedy's signature "buttery chunks." Even though InStyle noted that Bessette-Kennedy did have a penchant for Chucks, according to her biographer, and later set photos showed Pidgeon's hair with more accurate definition, the damage was done.

Getting a peek at the inner workings of film sets can be thrilling -- like footage of what appear to be the practical effects used for web-swinging in "Spider-Man: Brand New Day," which is currently shooting. But paparazzi shots can at times feel invasive, as when spies used subterfuge to get a glimpse of Oz in "Wicked." Ariana Grande recalled noticing that "all of a sudden, we were outside, and The Daily Mail was hang-gliding over our set." But there's something different, and more exciting, about the way "The Devil Wears Prada 2" has made New York its home, inviting not just the paparazzi but also the public into the fun.

Crowds have turned out to watch the production in progress. Raymond Hall/GC Images, via Getty Images


After all, it's not as if the production's presence has been much of a secret. The code name used on street signs is "Cerulean," after Miranda's memorable monologue putting down Andy's fashion naivete.

I felt the excitement as I watched onlookers gather near the museum Friday afternoon -- hours before Miranda would walk the blue carpet in a red gown alongside Nigel. Ross Bernard, a 35-year-old who lives in Queens, was a little worried about spoilers, given how much he had already seen on TikTok, but he still decided to come out, intrigued by the potential glamour. "I'm hoping to see the fashion," he said, an Erewhon tote on his arm.

Keyna Sarr, a recent transplant to Westchester County, N.Y., from Italy, was drawn to the set not just because of a longtime affection for the film, but also because of how it represents the city. "I feel like this movie: It's what New York is for me," the 25-year-old said.

It only seems appropriate that the set of "The Devil Wears Prada 2" is oddly welcoming, even though the franchise is all about the rarefied world of the fashion elite. In the nearly 20 years since "The Devil Wears Prada" came out, the movie has become part of the fabric of fans' lives, thanks to memes, repeated viewings and lines of dialogue that have entered the lexicon. Now the follow-up has done the same -- just a little pre-emptively.
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British Opera Company Cancels 'Tosca' Collaboration in Israel After Criticism

The Royal Ballet and Opera said it was scrapping performances in Tel Aviv next year, after nearly 200 staff members signed an open letter criticizing its stance on the war in Gaza.

Tensions at the London company had been escalating as the humanitarian situation in Gaza worsened. Andrew Urwin for The New York Times



By Amelia Nierenberg
Reporting from London


Aug 05, 2025 at 09:02 PM

The Royal Ballet and Opera, one of Britain's most prominent arts institutions, has canceled a collaboration with the Israeli Opera to stage "Tosca" in Tel Aviv next year. The company's chief executive announced the decision to the staff on Friday, noting that an open letter criticizing its approach to Israel and the war in Gaza had been circulating through the ranks.

"We have made the decision that our new production of 'Tosca' will not be going to Israel," Alex Beard, the Royal Ballet and Opera's chief executive, told the staff.

A spokeswoman for the Royal Ballet and Opera said on Tuesday that the Israeli Opera had approached it last year about staging "Tosca" in a new production by the London company's director of opera, Oliver Mears.

Mears's "Tosca" will premiere in London in September, and the companies had not signed any contracts, the spokeswoman said.

But as the humanitarian crisis in Gaza -- where more people have been dying of malnutrition -- has worsened since Israel restricted aid following the Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, the company's attitude to the collaboration seems to have changed. More than 60,000 Gazans have been killed since Israel began retaliating for the attacks, according to Gaza health officials. About 1,200 people, mostly civilians, were killed by Palestinian assailants in the 2023 attacks, and about 250 others were taken hostage.

The scale of the devastation in Gaza and the mounting global outcry over the Israeli government's actions have pushed Britain and other European countries to be more vocal in their condemnation of Israel in recent weeks.

The Royal Ballet and Opera did not criticize Israel in explaining its decision, and said that it had decided to pull the production before its board received the open letter. It cited "the deteriorating humanitarian crisis in the region and the associated risks to the safety of our company members."

Tensions over the war in Gaza had been escalating at the company since last month, when a dancer held up a Palestinian flag during the curtain call for "Il Trovatore." Video of the moment that circulated on social media showed a scuffle between the dancer and a man who emerged from the wings and tried to grab the flag from the dancer's hands. The letter signers identified the man trying to take the flag as Mears, the opera director.

In a statement at the time, the Royal Ballet and Opera described the dancer's flag display as "an unauthorized action" and "a wholly inappropriate act." A spokeswoman declined to comment on whether Mears was the man trying to snatch the flag in the video.

A dancer held up a Palestinian flag during the curtain call for "Il Trovatore" at the Royal Ballet and Opera on July 19. @Sydcas/UGC, via @Sydcas Via Reuters


Beard said in an emailed statement on Tuesday that the Royal Opera acknowledged and respected "the full range of views" on the war in Gaza. He was "appalled by the crisis in Gaza," he said, but wanted the company's stage to be free of individual political statements.

"It is at the heart of who we are that we recognize and respect the diversity of opinions among our colleagues and audiences," he said.

That sentiment, however, does not wash with the 182 signees of the letter. "To call what is unfolding anything less than genocide is to ignore the overwhelming weight of evidence," the letter says.

It criticized the Royal Ballet and Opera for already working with the Israeli Opera this summer to stage a production of "Turandot." It noted that the Israeli Opera has offered free tickets to Israeli soldiers, whom the letter called "the very forces responsible for the daily killings of civilians in Gaza."

The Israeli Opera did not respond to questions about the ticket program. It said in a statement that it had received the Royal Ballet and Opera's decision "with deep regret," adding that it planned to stage a different production of "Tosca" next year.

The signees also raised concerns about how the Royal Opera had approached the protest at the "Il Trovatore" curtain call last month. The letter praised the protest as an "act of courage and moral clarity" and condemned Mears, adding that the action had "sent a clear message that any visible solidarity with Palestine would be met with hostility."

And the signees questioned why the Royal Ballet and Opera had supported Ukraine, and its orchestra had the Ukrainian national anthem before performances after Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022, but had not taken a similar stance on the crisis in Gaza.

"We understood then that silence was unacceptable," the signees wrote. "Why is it different now? Why is Palestinian suffering met with silence, while Ukrainian suffering was met with action? The double standard is deafening."

Beard said that explicit political statements about Gaza were different from those in support of Ukraine, again noting that there was more diversity of opinions about Israel's actions.

"Our support for Ukraine was aligned with the global consensus at the time," he said. "As the world's geopolitics have become more complex, our stance has changed to ensure that our actions reflect our purpose and values."

The signees of the pro-Palestinian letter suggest that the Royal Ballet and Opera is picking and choosing its political causes based on social convenience.

But John Allison, the editor of the magazine Opera With Opera News, said a similar criticism could be levied against the letter's authors: No similar statements have been made about other humanitarian crises, he said, and no similar open letter circulated when the British government was bombing Iraq two decades ago.

"Either through ignorance or latent antisemitism, these people are not making a distinction between Israeli opera and the Israeli government," Allison said.

The Royal Ballet and Opera, he said, has not taken a strong stance on climate protests, either: It mostly seems to be trying to manage a public relations crisis and stave off an open revolt from its staff members.

He said he didn't think the company's management "has come out of this taking any sort of moral high ground," he said, adding, "I suspect they've done the most 'pragmatic' thing. They have to do something to quiet down the protest."

Alex Marshall contributed reporting from Edinburgh.
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Ozzy Osbourne Died of a Heart Attack, Death Certificate Shows

The document also notes that he suffered from Parkinson's disease.

Ozzy Osbourne was widely considered a forefather of heavy metal music. Amy Harris/Invision, via Associated Press



By Alex Marshall
Reporting from Edinburgh


Aug 05, 2025 at 04:06 PM

Ozzy Osbourne, the heavy metal and reality television star, died of a heart attack and had suffered from coronary artery disease and Parkinson's, according to a death certificate filed at a registry in London.

The document, which was submitted by Osbourne's daughter Aimee Osbourne, lists cardiac arrest and coronary artery disease among the causes, noting that he had Parkinson's disease. Osbourne's occupation is recorded as "Songwriter, Performer and Rock Legend."

The certificate says Osbourne died of "(a) Out of hospital cardiac arrest (b) Acute myocardial infarction (c) Coronary artery disease and Parkinson's disease with autonomic dysfunction (Joint Causes)." The New York Times obtained the document on Tuesday.

On July 22, the day of Osbourne's death, an air ambulance flew to the singer's home near the village of Chalfont St. Giles in Buckinghamshire, England.

A spokesperson for Thames Valley Air Ambulance service said in an email that its team had been "dispatched to provide advanced critical care at an incident near Chalfront St. Giles on July 22," but gave no further details.

After stopping near the singer's home, the ambulance flew about eight miles southwest to Harefield Hospital, in Uxbridge, a London suburb, according to Flightradar24, a company that collates data on aircraft movements. The helicopter spent "about an hour" at the hospital with its engines running, a Flightradar24 spokesman said.

When Osbourne's family announced his death on July 22, they did not state a cause, although the 76-year-old singer had received treatment for numerous health problems in recent years, including a variant of Parkinson's and spinal damage. He told a radio station in February that he could no longer walk.

Many heavy metal fans had feared this year that Osbourne was reaching the end of his life, especially after his wife, Sharon, announced in February that he would perform what the family expected to be his last ever concert. That performance, held on July 5 at a soccer stadium in Birmingham, England, was staged just a few minutes' walk from Osbourne's childhood home.

At that concert, called "Back to the Beginning," Osbourne performed two brief sets: one of his solo music and a second with Black Sabbath, the band he formed in 1968 with three fellow Birmingham musicians.

A memorial to Osbourne in Birmingham, England, the day after his death. Ellie Smith for The New York Times


During those performances, Osbourne had referred to his health problems. "I've been laid up for six years," he told the cheering crowd at one point: "Thank you from the bottom of my heart."

As Black Sabbath's frontman, Osbourne was widely considered one of the creators of heavy metal music. Heavy metal acts like Metallica, Slayer and Anthrax have cited him as an influence.

In the 2000s, Osbourne achieved a second bout of fame as a reality TV star thanks to the MTV show "The Osbournes," which ran from 2002 to 2005 and documented the singer and his family's daily lives in comic fashion.

On July 30, throngs of his fans flocked to Birmingham for a funeral procession in which his coffin was carried through the city in a hearse, ahead of a private funeral.

Tess Felder contributed reporting from London.
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Humanities Endowment Funds Trump's Priorities After Ending Old Grants

The $34.8 million allocated by the National Endowment for the Humanities leans toward presidents, statesmen and the Declaration of Independence's 250th anniversary.

A statue of Thomas Jefferson at the University of Virginia, which is receiving a $10 million grant to expedite editorial work on the papers relating to the American Revolution, the Founding era and various presidents. Gabriella Demczuk for The New York Times



By Jennifer Schuessler and Michaela Towfighi



Aug 05, 2025 at 10:39 PM

The National Endowment for the Humanities abruptly canceled virtually all of its existing grants in April, citing a desire to pivot to "the president's agenda." Now it has announced its largest round of grants since, $34.8 million in funding for 97 projects across the country that helps show what that means.

The grants include many focused on presidents, statesmen and canonical authors, including $10 million to the University of Virginia -- which the agency said was the largest grant in its history -- that will support the "expedited completion" of editorial work on papers relating to the Declaration of Independence, the American Revolution and the Founding era.

That grant will include work on the papers of George Washington and James Madison. Other grants will support work on the papers of other presidents including John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore.

The agency said the awards, which build on decades of funding for such projects, were also a response to President Trump's call for a "grand celebration" of the 250th anniversary of American independence next July.

"These N.E.H. grants will produce new resources and media that will help Americans meaningfully engage with the nation's founding principles as we approach the U.S. Semiquincentennial," Michael McDonald, the acting chair of the agency, said in a statement.

Shortly after the grant cancellations in April, the agency also announced that, in keeping with executive orders by Mr. Trump, it would not support projects promoting "extreme ideologies based upon race or gender."

None of the new grants are explicitly related to L.G.B.T.Q. issues. And while there are several projects about prominent female figures, including Emily Dickinson and Marianne Moore, only one appears to take a broader look at gender and women's history: a $700,000 grant to City Lore, a media company in New York, to support a documentary about female reporters during the Vietnam War.

But the new grants do not entirely bypass projects relating to Black history. Researchers at Indiana University will receive $300,000 for a project to edit and digitally publish more than 13,000 letters, speeches and other writings by the abolitionist and statesman Frederick Douglass. And the Freedmen and Southern Society Project at the University of Maryland will receive $300,000 to support its multivolume documentary history of Emancipation.

Some of the new grants fund projects whose previous grants were canceled in April. Among those was the Walt Whitman Archive at the University of Nebraska, which will receive $300,000 to support efforts to track down the poet's voluminous unsigned articles in 19th-century newspapers.

A spokesman for the endowment did not respond to a request for further information about its funding priorities.

The grant announcement comes as Mr. Trump has continued his efforts to reshape federal cultural institutions like the Smithsonian and the Library of Congress, where he has ousted some leaders and called for an end to what he has called "divisive, race-centered ideology."

At the humanities endowment, the turmoil began in March when the previous chair, a Biden appointee, was forced out. Employees from the Department of Government Efficiency began scrutinizing its programs soon after.

In April, the agency canceled most of the grants approved during the Biden administration, and moved to terminate more than half its staff of about 180. It also announced it would dedicate millions of dollars to the National Garden of American Heroes, Mr. Trump's planned patriotic sculpture garden.

Those moves have prompted an outcry among historians, along with lawsuits.

Last week, a federal judge in New York ruled against the administration in a case brought by the Authors Guild, saying that the cancellation of already approved funding for 1,400 research projects violated the First Amendment. In a pointed ruling, Judge Colleen McMahon said that while the administration could focus the agency's grant making on its own priorities, it did not have the right to "edit history" to exclude perspectives it disliked.

Another lawsuit concerns the termination of the agency's funding for 56 state and territorial humanities councils, which by law are entitled to a portion of the agency's funding, which they use to support local projects, including many in rural areas. Those cuts prompted a lawsuit by Oregon Humanities and the Federation of State Humanities Councils, which expect a ruling next week.

"Congress designated the funding and then from our perspective the notification and the process of peeling that funding back once it was already obligated, our argument is that that's illegal," Adam Davis, the executive director of Oregon Humanities, said in an interview.

In June, after the lawsuit was filed, the agency said it would restore some funding for the 2025 fiscal year. And this month, it said it would also provide some funding for the 2026 fiscal year, at the acting chairman's "discretionary authority." But what that means in practice remains unclear.

Phoebe Stein, the president of the Federation of State Humanities Councils, said that virtually every council has cut staff or programs. "The uncertainty has made it extremely difficult for councils to plan, including for the 250th," she said.
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Surveying the Style in an Elite Summer Retreat

It's a place where blue blazers, printed pants and Belgian Shoes are plentiful.

The scene at a recent party at the Southampton Arts Center suggested an enduring appeal for blue-blooded staples in the Long Island area the center is named for.



By Andrew Zucker
Photographs by Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet



Jul 31, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Many places where the rich have second homes tend to have their own fashion flair. Palm Beach, Fla., is known for Lily Pulitzer florals, for instance, and it's hard to take a stroll on Nantucket without encountering salmon-pink trousers.

In the Town of Southampton, the Long Island enclave that includes the hamlets of Bridgehampton, Sagaponack and Water Mill, the scene at a party at the Southampton Arts Center last Friday suggested an enduring appeal for blue-blooded staples like white and printed pants, navy blazers, pastel dresses and the $725 hand-sewn loafers known as Belgian Shoes.

"They love velvet slippers and fancy pants and big hats on ladies," Jeffrey Banks, a fashion designer and an author of "Preppy: Cultivating Ivy Style," said while surveying the crowd. "It's all part of lush living."

Mr. Banks, 71, was among the roughly 200 people who had gathered to celebrate Southampton SEEN, a column in The Southampton Press that features event and man-on-the-street photographs taken locally. Along with glimpses of notable names -- Southampton SEEN has featured snapshots of the model Christie Brinkley, who lives in Bridgehampton, and the leather-wearing architect Peter Marino -- the column has also offered a peek into its subjects' closets, so to speak.

The party was for Southampton SEEN, a column in The Southampton Press that features event and man-on-the-street photographs taken locally. Pictures featured in it were for sale in frames.  Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet for The New York Times


Some guests sported the salmon-pink color commonly associated with Nantucket. 


Steven Stolman, 67, a fashion designer and author who has lived and worked in Southampton on and off since the 1980s, started it in 2021. Since then, he has taken more than 2,000 photos, training his iPhone camera on glitzy socialites, the occasional A-lister and tattooed townies alike.

His photos highlight people wearing trim blazers and slacks, bursts of color and gauzy, flowy dresses that he can catch in motion, as he put it. "It's a moment of the confluence of a human being and a garment and how it moves in the light and in the wind and on the body," Mr. Stolman said.

He had previously published similar pictures in The Palm Beach Post, and he said that the inspiration for his later-in-life turn as a photographer was Bill Cunningham, the event and street photographer for The New York Times, whom Mr. Stolman co-wrote a book about. (It was released the same year that he introduced Southampton SEEN.) "Maybe I could do in a teeny, tiny, little way for this small paper what Bill did for the world at large," Mr. Stolman recalled thinking.

Of the style in Southampton, he said, "Right now there's a certain romantic quality to the way I'm seeing people dress."

Steven Stolman, a fashion designer and author who has lived and worked in Southampton on and off since the 1980s, started Southampton SEEN in 2021 and has since taken more than 2,000 photos for it.


"I'm seeing women dress more romantically," he continued. "Softness, a little vintage. And with men I'm seeing much less formality. There's an ease of the way we're dressing. We don't tuck our shirts in anymore."

Mr. Stolman wasn't the only person in the room full of country club garb who described the style in Southampton as looser than it once was. Debbie Bancroft, a trustee at the Parrish Art Museum in Water Mill, noted that the museum's annual gala in July -- where some guests wore polo shirts and patterned pants -- was way more casual than the black-tie affair that it used to be.

"It's so much more relaxed," Ms. Bancroft, who was wearing a psychedelic dress, said. "It's so much more accessible and comfortable." The area is more "bohemian chic" than other ritzy destinations like Palm Beach, she added, with "a little more New York style leaking into it."

William Manger Jr., 60, the mayor of Southampton Village, echoed Ms. Bancroft's sentiments. "I think much more casual attire has really taken over," he said. (The jacket and tie he was wearing somewhat suggested otherwise.)

William Manger Jr., right, the mayor of Southampton Village, was one of several people at the party who said that Southampton has become a more casual place than it used to be.


Alasdair Nichol purchased a photo that Mr. Stolman took of Isabella Rossellini wearing a vibrantly printed tunic.

An attendee's seashell-motif dress had the hydrangea blue hue that Fern Mallis, a former executive director of the Council of Fashion Designers of America, said that she associated with Southampton wardrobes.


Prints seen at the event ranged from subtle, center, to loud, right.


Though stores for brands like J. McLaughlin and Peter Millar in Southampton have helped it retain a preppy sheen, Mr. Manger bristled at using the word to describe the area. "It sounds kind of elitist," he said. "I always thought that Nantucket was an extremely preppy place."

Observing the room, Fern Mallis, a fashion consultant and a former executive director of the Council of Fashion Designers of America, said that pink and hydrangea blue were two colors she associated with Southampton wardrobes. Ms. Mallis, 77, who was wearing nautical blue-and-white stripes, mentioned something else she saw as synonymous with the area's style.

"I still watch women, which I don't understand, go to parties out here with heels and stilettos," she said. "They're killing themselves walking on lawns because their shoes don't support it."
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The Inescapable Sydney Sweeney

The actress seems to be everywhere, fronting dozens of ad campaigns, and has lately become a beacon for thorny public discourse.

The actress Sydney Sweeney is an ambassador for half a dozen labels and seems to be the face of even more campaigns, including, clockwise from top left, Laneige, American Eagle, HeyDude, Samsung and Baskin Robbins.



By Yola Mzizi



Aug 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Sydney Sweeney is everywhere.

She's smiling while holding up a face cream in an ad on the subway and pops up when customers are placing orders at Baskin Robbins. She's taking awkward selfies with the latest Samsung flip phone or trying to convince you that pink fuzzy loafers are cool. She sells her bath water, and most recently, she's in an advertisement that's been making news for touting her great genes and jeans on a billboard in Times Square.

The latter arrived a week ago in the form of an American Eagle campaign for jeans that makes a pun on the notion that Ms. Sweeney won the genetic lottery. The ad, which quickly took off online, set off controversy when some social media users felt it veered uncomfortably close to promotion of eugenics and the glorification of whiteness. It has also been decried for its sexually suggestive nature and for catering to the "male gaze." It's unclear how much input, if any, Ms. Sweeney had on the end result.

That hasn't stopped social media users from commenting on the ad -- and Ms. Sweeney's involvement -- online. Senator Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican, accused left-leaning audiences of being "against beautiful women," and Doja Cat, the rapper, posted a video on TikTok parodying Ms. Sweeney's speech.

American Eagle, on Friday afternoon, in an attempt to address the backlash, posted a statement on Instagram declaring the campaign "is and always was about the jeans." Ms. Sweeney did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

Outside of the brouhaha this ad has stirred up, Ms. Sweeney is best known for her roles as the emotionally vulnerable Cassie in "Euphoria" and the condescending Olivia in "The White Lotus." She has also become one of the most in-demand faces for fashion, beauty and lifestyle brands. She's an ambassador for half a dozen labels: Miu Miu, Armani Beauty, the "antioxidant infused" water brand Bai, the Korean skin care label Laneige, the hair care brand Kerastase and the loafer brand HeyDude.

Why does an actress who has two Emmy Award nominations and has been featured in a number of films and TV shows -- including the hit rom-com "Anyone But You," which brought in over $200 million worldwide -- need to lend her face to so many brands?

"If I just acted, I wouldn't be able to afford my life in L.A.," Ms. Sweeney told The Hollywood Reporter in 2022. "I take deals because I have to. They don't pay actors like they used to, and with streamers, you no longer get residuals."

The issue of actors' compensation came into focus during the 2023 SAG-AFTRA strike, which was intended partly to pressure studios to increase compensation for actors in films and TV shows on streaming platforms. According to 2023 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median wage for an actor in the United States was $20.50 per hour. Ms. Sweeney is certainly making more than that, but, she told The Hollywood Reporter, paying her lawyer, agents, business manager and publicist comes at a cost that is "more than my mortgage."

"It seems like she's not ashamed or embarrassed by promoting all of these different projects," said Priya Rao, the executive editor of The Business of Beauty at The Business of Fashion. "Historically, celebrities were taught it was tacky to do too much, to be everywhere all at once."

But in the attention economy, younger stars are capitalizing on their 15 minutes of fame before the trend cycle moves on to something or someone else, Ms. Rao added.

Ms. Sweeney also seems to embody a malleable quality. "She's able to be in Armani Beauty and be aspirational there," Ms. Rao said. "She's able to be friendly and a girl next door with Laneige. And then here, with American Eagle, she's able to kind of be both sexy and relatable, because American Eagle is a regular all-American Gen Z-loved brand."

For the body care label Dr. Squatch, the fact that Ms. Sweeney had worked with a number of other brands was not a deterrent.

"Sydney brings a really strong perspective to all of the brand relationships she has, and she actually vets them a lot," said John Ludeke, Dr. Squatch's senior vice president of global marketing.

Mr. Ludeke said Ms. Sweeney had been "very involved" in establishing the creative concepts for her campaigns to ensure they would resonate with the brand's audience while feeling unique to her. He confirmed that Ms. Sweeney is no longer actively working with Dr. Squatch.

But consumers like Olivia Stent, 25, a paralegal based in Chicago, may have seen enough. She expected that actors from "Euphoria" would become brand names, but she said Ms. Sweeney had "marketed herself so much."

Companies, however, are seeing results in their bottom lines. American Eagle's stock rallied by 10 percent in the days after the advertisement starring Ms. Sweeney was introduced. In a recent earnings call, Andrew Rees, the C.E.O. of Crocs, Inc., the parent company of HeyDude, noted that working with the actress on efforts to reach the brand's female Gen Z consumer base had been "performing really well."

The controversy may also work in American Eagle's favor, which had struggled to generate demand for its assortments, Ms. Rao said, as it could "get them into that cultural conversation."

Despite the volume of Ms. Sweeney's deals, Ms. Rao added, it seems the actress is still being strategic. Laneige is a top-performing skin care brand for Amorepacific Group, and Dr. Squatch was acquired by Unilever for $1.5 billion in June.

"At what point are you the face of too many things?" Ms. Rao asked. "I don't think we've reached that point with her, clearly -- but I mean, there will eventually be a point of overexposure."
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Five Under-the-Radar European Beach Hotels

The usual hot spots are teeming with tourists this summer. Here are some unexpected alternatives -- in Spain, Greece, France, Italy and England -- where you can pair some serenity with your sea views.

 A suite at the Dunas de Formentera, on the smallest Balearic island of Formentera.  Lluis Bort



By Kate Maxwell
Kate Maxwell is a travel writer and novelist based in London.


Jul 29, 2025 at 07:29 PM

It can be hard to escape the tourist hordes in Europe during high summer, but there are still seaside spots that the locals keep mainly to themselves. These five hotels -- from a whitewashed gem on a lesser-known Greek island to an haute restaurant with rooms on England's east coast -- offer access to beaches with more space to spread out your towel. Room rates listed here are for summer.

Nostos Boutique Hotel, Serifos, Greece

The Cycladic island of Serifos. Courtesy of Nostos Serifos

A guest room at Nostos Boutique Hotel, a short walk from the beach. Courtesy of Nostos Serifos


This two-year-old spot on the rugged Cycladic island of Serifos is a five-minute walk from the beach. With whitewashed walls and blue shutters, the hotel -- which has 17 guest rooms, many with balconies, as well as a small gym -- echoes the island's sugar cube-style architecture. Unlike some neighboring islands -- Sifnos, for example, lost its low-profile status when the actress Margot Robbie was photographed wheeling her suitcase off the ferry in 2023 -- Serifos still feels off the grid. It's hard to pick a favorite among its 50 beaches, but Psili Ammos, a 10-minute drive from Nostos, is a worthy contender. A golden crescent on the eastern side of the island just north of Livadi port, it's shaded, unlike many of the island's beaches, by tamarisk trees, and there are two tavernas: Stefankos, the more refined of the two, serves Cycladic classics like Greek salad with creamy mizithra cheese, zucchini fritters with tzatziki and fresh fish. From about $250 a night.

Les Hautes Mers, Ile d'Yeu, France

One of 25 guest rooms at Les Hautes Mer, on the French island of Ile d'Yeu. Gaelle Le Boulicaut


One of only a handful of hotels on Ile d'Yeu, a tiny island 10 miles off the west coast of France, three-year-old Les Hautes Mer has 25 bedrooms, some with sea views, decorated in shades of blue with nautical details like model sailboats. There's a swimming pool and a restaurant, where plump, sweet Fromentine oysters are the must order. Half a mile from Port-Joinville, the island's harbor and main village, where the ferry arrives from the mainland town of Fromentine (or you can take a 10-minute helicopter flight), Les Hautes Mers faces Plage de Ker Chalon, a broad, sandy beach on the island's northeastern coast. Lined with dunes and pine trees, it slopes gently to the ocean and is a favorite of kite and windsurfers on breezy days. From about $425 a night, with a three-night minimum stay.

The Suffolk, Aldeburgh, Britain

Maldon oysters at the Suffolk, a restaurant and inn on England's east coast. Images by Anna

The Suffolk's menu is centered around locally sourced produce, including fresh-caught seafood and cote de boeuf from one of the town butchers. Images by Anna


About a hundred miles from London, the east coast county of Suffolk offers 50 miles of beaches that are far less crowded than those of the west coast counties of Cornwall and Dorset. The Suffolk is a restaurant with a handful of guest rooms in the Victorian seaside town of Aldeburgh, a two-and-a-half-hour drive from the city, where an invariably packed dining room serves locally sourced produce, including oysters from Butley Creek, whole brill from a fishmonger in the nearby town of Lowestoft and cote de boeuf from Salter & King, the town's revered butcher. There's also a no-reservations roof terrace for cocktails and stellar bar snacks -- don't miss the seaweed papadums with mayonnaise. The Suffolk's six comfortable bedrooms are decorated in subdued shades with furniture upholstered in patterned linens. Aldeburgh's two-mile-long, pebbly beach is backed by ice cream-colored houses; the sea is popular with swimmers when the water's calm -- seals can occasionally be seen bobbing here too. From about $240 a night.

Dunas de Formentera, Spain

Dunas de Formentera's 45 rooms and suites are on Migjorn Beach, on the southern, wilder side of the small Spanish island. Courtesy of Dunas de Formentera


Low-slung Formentera, a 30-minute ferry ride from Ibiza, is the smallest and most mellow of the Balearic Islands, but its dozen miles of beaches are among the best in the archipelago, and the striking indigos and teals of its stretch of Mediterranean Sea make it look tie-dyed. On Migjorn beach, on the southern, wilder side of the island, Dunas de Formentera is the second property there from Marugal Hotels, which also owns Gecko, a stroll away. The 45 rooms and suites are spread between casitas connected by boardwalks that wind around the juniper and pine trees, and are decorated in sandy tones by the Mallorca-based designer Antonio Obrador. Billed as Formentera's first regenerative hotel, it operates on 100 percent renewable energy and turns 80 percent of its waste into reusable resources; there's even a five-minute hourglass timer in the bathrooms to encourage shorter showers. From about $450 a night.

La Roqqa, Porto Ercole, Italy

La Roqqa hotel's Isolotto Beach Club. Moggi Studio


The northern Tuscan seaside towns of Viareggio and Forte dei Marmi can get stifling in summer, but head down the coast and cross the Tombolo della Feniglia isthmus from the mainland to the Monte Argentario peninsula and you'll find a more laid-back scene. The 55-room La Roqqa hotel opened last year in the pretty, peaceful coastal town of Porto Ercole. The rust red building, a former tuna canning factory, has a rooftop restaurant with views of the harbor and the Corsini Botanical Gardens; its Isolotto Beach Club, a short walk away, sits on some of the only sand on the rocky peninsula. Combine beach time and strolls around the harbor with excursions to Tuscany's Sangiovese vineyards and medieval towns, as well as day trips to Rome and Florence, which are an hour-and-a-half and two-and-a-half hours by car, respectively. From about $755 a night.
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Third Wheel


Women Have Always Looked Out for One Another. It's Never Been Risk-Free.

The recent data hack targeting an app for sharing information about nefarious men is a reminder that the impulse to protect frequently comes at a cost.

Tea -- the app's name comes from Black slang for gossip -- recently reported that four million women had signed up to use its services, which include background checks and reverse image searches. Photo illustration by Dado Ruvic/Reuters



By Gina Cherelus
In the Third Wheel column, Gina Cherelus explores the delights and horrors of sex, dating and relationships.


Aug 02, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Until last week's data breach at Tea, an app for women seeking to warn one another about disreputable men in the dating scene, the people with the biggest ax to grind with such platforms were, well, men.

But calling out bad behavior usually entails some risk of retaliation. So when thousands of user-submitted images -- including photos of users' ID cards -- were hacked and circulated online, women were handed a sharp reminder of the personal risks of participating in a familiar practice: protecting other women from cheaters and abusers.

Women have always relied on their friends for details about the men they've dated. Could a data breach, threats of lawsuits and growing outrage be enough to thwart this age-old practice online?

The internet boom of the early 2000s enabled women to amplify what had previously been informal whisper networks among girlfriends. Almost overnight, one woman was able to warn hundreds of others about certain men in an area, or she could seek information about men she was considering going on a date with. Two decades later, the practice has expanded into anonymous forums, apps and even spreadsheets that are shared across the internet.

"Are We Dating the Same Guy?" Facebook groups, in which women expose men while sharing stories of infidelity and abuse, exist in hundreds of cities around the world. And content creators on #DatingTok delight in sharing details of their failed dates, sometimes even going so far as naming the men in question. One of the more famous public pile-ons came in 2022, when a 25-year-old man nicknamed "West Elm Caleb" was accused by several women on TikTok of love-bombing them.

Some of these networks focused on specific industries, like the 2017 crowdsourced spreadsheet that allowed women to anonymously accuse men in the media industry of sexual misconduct. In a matter of hours, dozens of names were added, some prominent, with the claims ranging from "weird lunch dates" to accusations of sexual assault and stalking.

Even websites in the early 2000s like WomenSavers.com (which called itself the "world's largest database ranking cheating men") and DontDateHimGirl.com became early popular forums for women to anonymously submit stories about their cheating partners.

As the reach of these networks increased, so did the risks. Perhaps that was to be expected: Allegations that once would have been shared among friends were suddenly being posted on the internet, with government names attached, for thousands to see.

Tasha Cunningham, the creator of DontDateHimGirl.com, said that when she started the website in 2006, she had no idea what she was getting into. Initially, she thought the site could be a safe place for women to exchange information, but after a few years, things became "too unwieldy" for her to manage.

The website was criticized in the press for hosting fabricated claims, and Ms. Cunningham faced several lawsuits accusing her of soliciting false and defamatory content. But she did not have the bandwidth to verify the identities of the site's users, she recalled, to say nothing of her ability to actually confirm the claims they would post about men.

"Two decades have passed, and it's still the same issue around the privacy," Ms. Cunningham, 51, said in a recent interview. "You're always going to have that issue of the privacy and vetting who the people actually are. And so from the person who is managing the site, that's going to be a very difficult thing for you to get past."

Ms. Cunningham, who now owns an advertising agency in Miami, said that DontDateHimGirl.com had figured in approximately 10 lawsuits during its run. Although none of the suits naming her as a defendant were successful, the legal battles wore her down and occasionally left her unable to recoup attorney's fees. Exhausted and overspent, she took the website down in 2013.

"I just couldn't put my energy toward a project when people weren't using the site as it was supposed to be used," she said.

Whatever shape they might take, initiatives born out of the impulse to call out unsavory men often face a bumpy road. The media men list, for instance, was taken down just 12 hours after it was created -- though not before ricocheting across the industry, resulting in think pieces that both praised and condemned the document, employer-led investigations and at least one lawsuit. Members of "Are We Dating the Same Guy?" groups have been hit with lawsuits for defamation.

While some men have undoubtedly been caught up in false or overstated accusations, the instinct that women have to warn one another about harmful men doesn't come out of thin air. Many have experienced the sexual abuse, misconduct, infidelity and general impropriety that kick-started entire movements, including the #MeToo Movement.

"I think the principles behind it are great," Ms. Cunningham said. "Trying to have safety for women who are dating is super important. The site has, over the years, been really instrumental in a couple of major different cases with men."

Data breaches, fabricated claims or users with fake identities likely won't stop these networks from existing or new ones from forming later on. Women are still trying to warn each other and something always goes wrong, but the impulse to raise awareness remains.



Send your thoughts, stories and tips to thirdwheel@nytimes.com.
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David Geffen's Divorce Gives New Meaning to an Old Term

Hypergamy? A lawsuit against David Geffen mentions a website where the word -- that means dating above your station -- is celebrated. But it also carries darker intonations.

Former partners David Geffen and David Armstrong, who has also used the name Donovan Michaels. Pascal Le Segretain/Getty Images



By Jesse McKinley



Jul 29, 2025 at 04:41 PM

It was a small detail amid a torrent of salacious accusations in the ongoing divorce drama between entertainment mogul David Geffen, 82, and his estranged husband, David Armstrong.

Last week, Mr. Armstrong, a 32-year-old former exotic dancer who has also used the name Donovan Michaels, filed a lengthy civil suit in Los Angeles, filled with allegations that Mr. Geffen used drugs and was abusive, and calling Mr. Geffen "an exploiter, masquerading as a white knight while hiding behind wealth, philanthropy, and fame."

And tucked into that litany of accusations -- which Mr. Geffen's lawyer blasted, calling it a "false, pathetic lawsuit" -- is the assertion that the couple met on the dating website now known as Seeking.com, which describes itself as "a space for love and luxury to meet," through a mutual commitment to hypergamy, something it mentions and promotes repeatedly on its website.

Hyperga-what?

Hypergamy is broadly defined by dictionaries as marrying or becoming involved with someone who has more financial resources or social status than you. "Marrying up" was an old, somewhat polite way of putting it; there are less polite ways, as well.

Seeking.com -- formerly known as Seekingarrangement.com -- has been considered a major player in the "sugar dating" world, where sites connect romantic partners interested in exchanging gifts or money for companionship, sometimes with sexual overtones. Sites have been accused of fostering manipulative and transactional emotional relationships, and monetizing dating in a way that occasionally borders on prostitution.

For its part, Seeking.com describes hypergamy in rosy fashion as "a romantic relationship with someone whose strengths complement your weaknesses, enhancing both partners' growth, success, and social status through the relationship."

Dictionaries broadly define hypergamy as marrying or becoming involved with a person with more financial resources or social status. 


But etymologists say that the term hypergamy (pronounced Hi-PER-gam-y) has a darker meaning: in the incel movement -- short for "involuntary celibates" -- where it has been used as justification for a range of misogynistic beliefs and theories.

"This is a word that's been circulating in the 'manosphere' for a very long time," said Adam Aleksic, a linguist who posts as the Etymology Nerd on social media, referring to the world of male podcasters and influencers, who often revel in all things masculine.

"Hypergamy describes their framework for why the sexual allocation is not distributed evenly," Mr. Aleksic explained, saying that incels believe that those at the top end of attractiveness -- with physical and financial elements baked in -- get most of the attention, while they languish romantically.

Mr. Aleksic and other linguists note that the term is just one of a number of incel words and phrases that have gravitated from the fringes to more mainstream use, including "Chads" (attractive, sometimes stereotypically masculine men who are successful sexually), "mogging" (to dominate someone else in the looks department), and "looksmaxxing" (physically adapting to make oneself more attractive).

"Hypergamy as a replacement for 'gold digging' feels to me like what certain cults have done to mask some unpleasant truths or aims," said Amanda Montell, the author of "Cultish: The Language of Fanaticism." "I see the manosphere and incel culture embracing hypergamy as a way to, I guess, make their culture and the things that they like to talk about sound legitimate."

In recent years, the term has popped up in dating columns, trend stories, and pop-culture analysis (think "Bridgerton" and others). Hypergamy has been also adopted by some women who are in relationships that began on "sugar-dating" websites, according to Srushti Upadhyay, a doctoral candidate at the University at Buffalo who has studied the phenomenon.

"Some sugar babies will refer to themselves as not sugar babies, but that they're just dating hypergamously," Ms. Upadhyay said.

The Oxford English Dictionary traces the word back to the early 1880s. By the early 20th century, the word had been defined by a British folklore scholar, Edwin Sidney Hartland, as a custom "by which a man may marry or have sexual relations with a woman of lower rank, but no man of lower rank may marry into a caste above his own."

Other dating sites, some with an overt monetary angle, have also seemingly attempted to add an element of sophistication. One, called WhatsYourPrice.com, trumpets the use of hongbao: the red envelopes, filled with money, given in Asian culture for special occasions. WhatsYourPrice calls it "an upfront way" of showing "the energy and preparation that goes into getting ready for a great date."

For its part, Seeking.com denies it is a sugar-dating website, saying in a statement that its terms of service "strictly prohibit any form of solicitation or commercial exchange for sexual services."

The site has been in the news before, including in the controversy over Matt Gaetz, the former congressman who was nominated for attorney general last year. A House ethics report issued after his nomination was withdrawn found that Mr. Gaetz had attended parties with young women in attendance who had been initially contacted by an associate via Seekingarrangement.com, as the site was once known, and introduced to the congressman.

In Mr. Armstrong's suit, he said he was paid $10,000 by Mr. Geffen for sex on the first meeting, and that the mogul soon began treating him like "a trophy to show off to his wealthy friends, under the guise of benevolence." (Mr. Geffen's lawyers did not respond directly to the allegation of a $10,000 payment, saying they would respond to Mr. Armstrong's complaint "in its entirety when we file our response with the Court.")

Maron Scull, an associate teaching professor of sociology at the University of Colorado, Denver who has written extensively about what is sometimes called "compensated dating," said interviews with dozens of women who were "sugar babies" showed that "the power dynamics were incredibly complex."

"Yes, indeed, there are some individuals where they are in desperate financial need," she said, adding that sometimes the benefactor is much older. "And they enter into a relationship where they were kind of at the mercy of their sugar daddy."

But, she said, that's not always the case.

"Women argued, actually, that 'I've got more power because I can control the time and the energy that I devote and I can manipulate that a little bit to get him to give me more money,'" Ms. Scull said, saying that they "want to have a loving, meaningful relationship with somebody that is financially stable."

In his suit, Mr. Armstrong suggests Mr. Geffen, too, wanted a loving, meaningful relationship. "Geffen told Michaels he loved him and the two would treat one another as life partners, share all assets equally, and Geffen would support Michaels financially for life," the lawsuit asserts, using Mr. Armstrong's alternate name Donovan Michaels.

Mr. Armstrong, in turn, "gave up his dreams -- his modeling career, his independence -- to dedicate himself fully to this promise," the suit says, adding, "He did so with love."

Mr. Geffen, whose net worth has been estimated at more than $8 billion, did not sign a prenuptial agreement with Mr. Armstrong. Mr. Geffen's lawyer said that they will be "vigorously and righteously" fighting Mr. Armstrong's lawsuit, which cites breach of contract.

"There was no contract -- express, written, oral or implied -- that has ever existed," said Patty Glaser, a lawyer for Mr. Geffen.

Mr. Aleksic, the linguist, suggested that Seeking.com probably knew of the meaning of hypergamy in the manosphere "and yet still advertised to that demographic as a kind of dog whistle."

Seeking.com -- formerly known as Seekingarrangement.com -- is considered a major player in the "sugar dating" world. The site includes the story of the chief executive and founder Brandon Wade, seen here, who met his wife on the site.


If so, that whistle may be on its way out. In a statement, Seeking.com said that while hypergamy had "well-developed historical and academic roots," and had been used as a selling point for the site for several years, the company intended to drop it, saying it "does not condone or endorse any particular ideological indoctrination of the word."

That said, as of Tuesday, the word still appeared widely on the company's website, complete with a trademarked use of it.

"Hypergamy is the way of the future," it reads. "Experience it for yourself."


Read by Jesse McKinley



Audio produced by Tally Abecassis.
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Big Tech's Net-Zero Goals Are Looking Shaky

Emissions are "going through the roof" because of A.I., according to new sustainability reports.

A Meta data center in Newton County, Ga., that was completed this year. Dustin Chambers for The New York Times



By Claire Brown



Aug 05, 2025 at 08:10 PM

The artificial intelligence boom could pose a serious threat to tech company goals to zero out emissions by the end of the decade, according to a fresh batch of sustainability reports.

Google's greenhouse gas emissions rose by 11 percent in 2024 from the year before. Amazon's were up by 6 percent. Microsoft's fell slightly but remained 10 percent higher than they were in 2021. Meta's most recent figures have not yet been made public.

"Their emissions are really going through the roof, due to new data centers and A.I. uses," said Silke Mooldijk, a climate policy analyst at the NewClimate Institute, which published a report in June on the tech sector's net-zero targets.

That's a major change from just two years ago, when the same analysis showed that tech companies were doing pretty well, she said.

Still, Google, Meta and Microsoft continue to say they will hit net zero by 2030, and Amazon has said it will follow by 2040. Experts are increasingly skeptical.

"In light of these rising emissions, it's really unclear what these targets really mean, because the companies are completely off track," Mooldijk said.

So, are tech companies clinging to net-zero ambitions that are farther and farther out of reach?

A.I.'s explosive growth

A.I. tools like ChatGPT are powered by vast data centers, which already consume between 4 percent and 5 percent of the electricity used in the United States. Over the next three or four years, that number is expected to double or even triple, to as much as 12 percent of the nation's electricity by 2028.

Amazon is building a facility in Indiana that will use enough energy to power a million homes. Meta is planning a data center the size of Manhattan.

Consider the spending: Alphabet and Microsoft each said they'd invest $75 billion to $80 billion in capital expenditures this year, a figure that includes data center construction. More recently, Meta said its capital expenditures for 2025 were estimated to run between $66 billion and $72 billion.

These numbers have led to speculation from analysts that A.I. spending is a significant contributing factor for overall growth in U.S. gross domestic product.

Renewable energy capacity isn't keeping pace with demand

According to Google's latest sustainability report, the company's biggest emissions reductions over the next five years will come from efforts to buy renewable electricity for its data centers.

But energy demand from A.I. is growing a lot faster than renewable energy installations, and President Trump's sweeping domestic policy bill passed last month is expected to further undercut renewables in the United States by rapidly phasing out tax credits for wind and solar power.

Put another way, over the next three or four years, data centers are expected to add electricity demand equivalent to two-thirds of all the renewable energy capacity added to the U.S. grid between 2010 and 2023, said Vijay Gadepally, a senior scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Lincoln Laboratory Supercomputing Center.

Several companies have announced investments in nuclear energy to help manage the load, but these projects will take time.

"They're not signing renewable energy agreements at the same pace at which their emissions are increasing," Mooldijk said. And some tech companies are also investing in gas plants, she added.

Meta and Google did not respond to requests for comment for this newsletter. Representatives of Microsoft and Amazon said their companies had made progress and were continuing to look for ways to cut emissions.

What about efficiency?

While the build-out of data centers shows no signs of slowing and renewables will struggle to keep pace, there is some potential for efficiency improvements.

In an experiment, Dr. Gadepally directed ChatGPT to shorten the length of its answers during hours of the day when the grid was more likely to be running on a high proportion of fossil fuels.

Instead of generating a three-paragraph response to a straightforward query like "how long to cook white rice" the chatbot might answer with a single sentence, like "boil for 18-20 minutes."

Over a two-day period, this simple change resulted in an emissions reduction of 70 percent, Dr. Gadepally said. And the quality of the responses did not fall significantly, he said.

There are other, more technical ways for data centers to save energy. Some of those solutions might use A.I. to help determine, for example, whether adjusting the air-conditioning by 2 degrees would save more energy than the cooling process expends.

"There's a lot of things we can do to be better stewards of the power we currently have," Dr. Gadepally said.

Of course, even significant improvements in energy efficiency will not offset a mammoth spike in demand.

Still, efficiency is one of the few places where economic and environmental interests are almost always aligned, he said.

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.



Vermont Green FC (yes, in green) playing a home game in Burlington in June. They entered this year's playoffs undefeated.  Kelly Burgess for The New York Times


They're champions, and not just at recycling

Lest there be any doubt that pursuing climate goals is a winning strategy, an environmentally minded soccer team that we recently wrote about has just won a national championship.

The Vermont Green Football Club promotes sustainability, environmental justice and climate action. We profiled the team in June for our 50 States, 50 Fixes series, which highlights an environmental success in each state.

On Saturday, the Green won the USL League Two championship in front of a delirious hometown crowd, beating Seattle's Ballard Football Club, 2-1. Composed largely of amateur college athletes, the league has 144 teams that play in the spring and summer, and the Green went into the championship game undefeated.

The Green were founded in 2021 to bring Vermonters together while championing a cause near and dear to their environmentally friendly state. The club's merchandise and jerseys are made of recycled and upcycled materials. Sustainable vegan food is served at home games, fans are encouraged to recycle and compost, and the club supports local environmental groups. The club has a fervent fan base, several of whom said the joy of the games was integral to promoting climate awareness, resilience and action.

"One of the biggest points of pride for us is that it shows you can run a successful sports organization, one that wins championships and wins games, while still prioritizing a bigger idea," said Patrick Infurna, one of the club's founders. "This mission is our North Star." -- Cara Buckley

More climate news from around the web:



	After a Pennsylvania coal plant was shut down, emergency room visits for pediatric asthma declined by 40 percent, according to new research covered in Inside Climate News.


	Heat waves have strained Europe's energy grids this summer, the Financial Times reports. As energy demand from air-conditioning spiked, hot weather forced some nuclear plants to close temporarily.


	An Italian regulator has levied a million-euro greenwashing fine on the fast-fashion retailer Shein after an investigation revealed the company had misled consumers about the sustainability of its products and its commitment to reducing emissions, Reuters reports.





Thanks for being a subscriber.

Read past editions of the newsletter here.

If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here. Browse all of our subscriber-only newsletters here. And follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.

Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!
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Quote of the Day: Hiroshima, Nagasaki And Images That Sear

Aug 07, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"Maybe one day, the answer will come from your heart."

FUMIYO KONO, 56, who wrote a best-selling manga series about World War II, on how to process the devastation of her hometown, Hiroshima, Japan, which was bombed well before she was born.
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Corrections: Aug. 7, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Aug. 7, 2025.

Aug 07, 2025 at 05:00 AM

FRONT PAGE

An article on Tuesday about jurists losing faith in President Trump's Justice Department misstated Andrew Wiederhorn's role with the restaurant chain Fatburger. He was previously a chief executive of the chain and founded its parent company. He did not create the restaurant chain.

A picture caption with an article on Wednesday about a growing debate in Japan between those who defend pacifism as a national virtue and those who think the country must abandon it referred incorrectly to a treaty that Japan has not signed. It is the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, not the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

An article on Wednesday about how the Trump administration will gain access to the standardized test scores and grade point averages of all applicants to Columbia and Brown University misstated the findings of an SAT report from the College Board. The report found that 1 percent of the African American high school graduates who took the SAT in 2024 scored between 1400 and 1600, the highest possible scores, and 27 percent of the Asian graduates scored at that level. It is not the case that, of all the high school graduates who scored between 1400 and 1600 in 2024, 1 percent were African American and 27 percent were Asian.

INTERNATIONAL

An article on July 31 about Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva voicing frustration with President Trump over tariffs misidentified birds roaming the presidential palace lawns. They were rheas, not emus.

NATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about how Texas Republicans are hoping the surge of Hispanic support for President Trump in 2024 will last through the 2026 midterm elections misstated the percentage of votes that Representative Henry Cuellar, Democrat of Texas, won in Starr County in the 2024 elections. It was 69 percent, not 60 percent.

An article on Wednesday about the Trump administration's plans to terminate $7 billion in federal grants intended to help low- and moderate-income families install solar panels on their homes misstated the amount of money the Georgia Bright Communities Coalition was using to provide free rooftop solar panels to about 800 Georgia households. It is about $12 million of a $156 million Solar for All grant, not the entire $156 million grant amount.

BUSINESS

An article on Monday about businesses rushing goods out of duty-free warehouses to bonded warehouses, allowing foreign companies a way to postpone the payment of tariffs until the goods are sent to stores or directly to customers, misidentified James Marley of Swap Commerce. He is the head of operations at Swap Commerce, not the chief executive.

An article on Wednesday about ESPN's new streaming service starting misstated the stakes of Disney and Hearst in ESPN. Disney will own 72 percent of ESPN, not 70 percent, and Hearst will own 18 percent, not 20 percent.

ARTS

An article on Tuesday about political historian Heather Cox Richardson preparing for the narrator role in Aaron Copland's "Lincoln Portrait" misstated her surname. It is Richardson, not Cox Richardson.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.
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