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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump's sweeping tariffs go into effect after delays
        Mariana Alfaro, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Trump calls for major changes to the census amid GOP-redistricting effort
        Dan Merica

        The order is part of Trump's broader fight over redistricting.

      

      
        GOP Sen. Cornyn says FBI will help locate Texas Democratic lawmakers
        Dylan Wells, Molly Hennessy-Fiske

        The FBI declined to comment. It was not immediately clear what its plans were.

      

      
        How tariffs work, and who pays them, as Trump's levies take effect
        Shannon Najmabadi

        Full agreements have yet to be reached with the U.S.'s three largest trading partners, Canada, China and Mexico; some Canadian imports have been subject to a 35 percent tariff since early August.

      

      
        As U.S. scales back criticism of rights abuses, a look at past reports
        Kelsey Ables, Frances Vinall

        The Trump administration plans to ease criticism of human rights abuses in Russia, El Salvador and Israel. Past reports noted executions, torture and corruption.

      

      
        Trump has found a new use for tariffs
        Matthew Choi, Dan Merica

        The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: Trump uses tariffs to help out a political ally.

      

      
        Can Texas Republicans expel absent Democrats in redistricting fight?
        Dylan Wells

        A legal battle simmers in the Lone Star State, as GOP lawmakers try to wrangle their colleagues back to Austin to vote on redrawn midterm congressional maps.

      

      
        Led by Trump, Republicans push to redraw election maps in multiple states
        Kadia  Goba, Natalie Allison, Hannah Knowles

        The effort has worried some in the party who have little appetite for an escalating redistricting war with Democrats.

      

      
        Apple's CEO gives Trump a gift of glass and 24-karat gold
        Grace  Moon, Katie Tarrant

        Tim Cook presented the gift at a White House event, where President Trump announced that Apple will invest an additional $100 billion in U.S. jobs and suppliers.

      

      
        Trump intends to meet with Putin soon
        Mariana Alfaro, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        U.S. plans to ease human rights criticism of El Salvador, Israel, Russia
        Adam Taylor, Hannah Natanson, John Hudson

        Leaked draft reports show the Trump administration is planning to eliminate or downplay accounts of prisoner abuse, corruption, LGBTQ+ discrimination and other claims.

      

      
        A new low in bipartisanship: Trump hasn't met with Schumer or Jeffries
        Paul Kane

        Presidents traditionally host opposing party leaders early in their term, as Trump did in 2017, but that tradition is now gone.

      

      
        The frozen Senate race against Susan Collins
        Dan Merica, Matthew Choi

        The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: Democrats are growing frustrated with Gov. Susan Collins (R) in Maine.

      

      
        Texas Democrats evacuated from Illinois hotel over potential bomb threat
        Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Mariana Alfaro

        "We are safe, we are secure, and we are undeterred," said caucus leaders after police searched the hotel where some of the lawmakers who had fled Texas were staying.

      

      
        Texas election map fight swells into national political warfare
        Hannah Knowles

        The battle over Republicans' push to create more red U.S. House seats seats has widened, with red and blue states now moving to counteract each other.

      

      
        Trump ally Sen. Marsha Blackburn launches bid for Tennessee governor
        Mariana Alfaro, Theodoric Meyer

        Blackburn will not have to give up her seat during her campaign. She is the third senator this year to announce a gubernatorial bid.
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Politics
Live updates: Trump's sweeping tariffs go into effect after delays
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar, Olivia George, Maria Sacchetti, Dan Lamothe, David Nakamura, Douglas MacMillan, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Theodoric Meyer, Kadia  Goba, Natalie Allison, Hannah Knowles, Robyn Dixon, Siobhan O'Grady, Catherine Belton, Francesca Ebel, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Lyric Li, Margot Amouyal, Grace  Moon, Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch, Brianna Sacks, Gerrit De Vynck, Cat Zakrzewski, Susan Svrluga | 2025-08-07
After months of postponements amid trade negotiations with dozens of countries, President Donald Trump's steep tariffs took effect Thursday. Goods from nations with which the U.S. does hundreds of billions of dollars of trade, such as India, Switzerland and South Africa, will see new taxes of up to 39 percent, with India's rate set to jump to 50 percent in three weeks. Trump is scheduled to sign executive orders and give a speech at the White House in the afternoon. Amid escalating battles about redistricting, Trump said Thursday that he plans to conduct a new census that would not count people who are in the country illegally, an order that clashes with the Constitution and would almost certainly face a series of legal challenges. Meanwhile, Trump said Wednesday that he intends to meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin to discuss the war in Ukraine. The Kremlin said a one-on-one meeting was being planned, but a White House official said Trump would meet only if Putin also met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
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Politics
Trump calls for major changes to the census amid GOP-redistricting effort
The order is part of Trump's broader fight over redistricting.

President Donald Trump announced plans to change the way U.S. Censuses are conducted. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump said Thursday that he plans to conduct a new census that would not count people present in the country illegally, an order that clashes with the Constitution and would almost certainly face a series of legal challenges.
Trump wrote on his social media site, Truth Social, that he had "instructed our Department of Commerce to immediately begin work on a new and highly accurate CENSUS based on modern day facts and figures."
The census takes place every 10 years by law, and was last held in 2020. It is meant to provide a full accounting of everyone present in the United States, including people living in the U.S. without authorization. It is unclear if Trump is ordering a new Census to be conducted immediately, or if he is saying he wants to redesign the process ahead of the planned 2030 census. Neither the White House nor a spokesperson for the Census Bureau responded to a request for comment.
The new Census, Trump wrote, would use the "results and information gained from the Presidential Election of 2024," and would not count "people who are in our Country illegally."
The order is part of Trump's broader fight over redistricting. Typically, redistricting -- the process that allocates congressional representation -- follows a census. The census, which is mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the United States Constitution, is used to determine how many seats in the House of Representatives each state receives, as well as the disbursement of billions of dollars in federal funding.
Trump has recently spearheaded an attempt by Texas Republicans to force a mid-decade redistricting effort that would consolidate Republican power in the state and likely add seats to the House that are guaranteed to be held by Republicans.
While Trump says Republicans are "entitled" to five additional seats in Texas based on the strength of his showing there in the 2024 election, the redistricting attempt has set off a nationwide fight, with Democrats responding by threatening to redistrict in deep blue states, like California.
A census that excludes undocumented immigrants could shrink the congressional representation of some blue states, many of which have sizable undocumented populations. But it could reduce the caucuses of red states as well.
A Pew Research Center study in 2020 found that removing undocumented immigrants from the Census count would result in California, Florida and Texas -- the three states with the largest undocumented populations -- ending up with one less House seat than they would have had. Alabama, Minnesota and Ohio would each hold onto one seat they would have otherwise lost, according to the study.
By redoing the census, Trump seemingly believes he will be able to strengthen Republican power further, however. This is not the first time Trump has tried to change the count. During his first term in office, the Trump administration made repeated attempts to influence the 2020 Census, records obtained in a lawsuit by the nonpartisan legal organization The Brennan Center revealed, including an effort to remove undocumented people in the United States from the count.
The United States Supreme Court in 2019 struck down the Trump administration's plan to include a citizenship question on the 2020 Census form sent to every U.S. household, arguing that the federal government had provided a "contrived" reason for wanting the information. Trump lashed out at the court for the decision, writing that it was "totally ridiculous" that the government "cannot ask a basic question of Citizenship in a very expensive, detailed and important Census."
"I have asked the lawyers if they can delay the Census," he added. It ultimately went ahead.
The 2020 Census, which the Government Accountability Office found cost over $13 billion, was impacted by the coronavirus pandemic, and the Census Bureau announced in 2022 that the survey undercounted Hispanics, Blacks and other minority groups and overcounted Whites and Asians.
Any attempt by the Trump administration to conduct a new Census would be met with swift legal challenges, especially because the Constitution explicitly states the Census is to be made "every subsequent term of ten years" and the 14th Amendment to the Constitution requires states count "the whole number of persons in each State."
That doesn't mean Trump won't attempt to conduct a new Census or that a protracted fight over a new Census couldn't happen, but because Congress codified the Census in the 1950s, it is likely the legislative body would need to be involved, too.
Trump has yet to nominate a candidate to lead the Census Bureau after Robert Santos, who had been nominated by former president Joe Biden and confirmed by the Senate in 2021, resigned from the position earlier this year. Ron S. Jarmin is currently the acting director of the Census Bureau.
Whether Trump can initiate an updated Census or not, he will be able to influence the 2030 Census even though his term ends in 2029. Because the process takes years to plan, the Census Bureau is required by federal law to submit the questions it plans to ask Americans no later than two years in advance, well before Trump leaves office.
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Politics
GOP Sen. Cornyn says FBI will help locate Texas Democratic lawmakers
The FBI declined to comment. It was not immediately clear what its plans were. 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) attends a dinner at the White House last month. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Dylan Wells, Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-08-07
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) said Thursday that the FBI had granted his request for the agency to assist Texas law enforcement in locating Democratic state lawmakers who have left the state to stall a Trump-backed effort to redraw the state's congressional map.
Cornyn wrote to FBI Director Kash Patel on Tuesday requesting that the agency "take any appropriate steps to aid in Texas state law enforcement efforts to locate or arrest potential lawbreakers who have fled the state."
It was not immediately clear early Thursday what, if any, specific plans federal agents had to engage in the situation. Asked about Cornyn's comments, the FBI declined to comment.
"I am proud to announce that Director Kash Patel has approved my request for the FBI to assist state and local law enforcement in locating runaway Texas House Democrats," Cornyn said in a statement. Cornyn faces a primary challenge from state Attorney General Ken Paxton (R), who has also threatened legal action to punish the Democratic lawmakers who have left the state.
When asked for comment, a spokesman for the Texas state House Democrats pointed to a Tuesday statement that criticized Cornyn's actions and accused him of trying "to prove his extremist credentials" to the Republican base.
Cornyn also said in his letter to the FBI that he was "concerned that legislators who solicited or accepted funds to aid in their efforts to avoid their legislative duties may be guilty of bribery or other public corruption offenses."
Texas Democratic lawmakers have defended their ability to fundraise from their supporters and said they weren't violating any laws. Some legal experts have questioned the bribery allegations.
"As a general matter, what we mean by bribery is secretly taking property or money, putting it in your closet, hiding it from the public and most importantly, not paying taxes on it," said Seth Tillman, an American law professor at Maynooth University in Ireland. By contrast, Texas House Democratic Caucus Chair Gene Wu and other Democrats are open about what they're doing, he added.
Patrick Marley contributed to this report.
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Business
How tariffs work, and who pays them, as Trump's levies take effect 
Full agreements have yet to be reached with the U.S.'s three largest trading partners, Canada, China and Mexico; some Canadian imports have been subject to a 35 percent tariff since early August.

(Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


By Shannon Najmabadi | 2025-08-07
Sweeping and long-awaited tariffs took effect after midnight Thursday, raising import taxes on merchandise from dozens of countries as part of President Donald Trump's efforts to overhaul global trade.
Full agreements have yet to be reached with the U.S.'s three largest trading partners, Canada, China and Mexico; some Canadian imports have been subject to a 35 percent tariff since early August.
The tariffs have changed numerous times since they were announced in April, as foreign leaders negotiate and try to secure exemptions. Trump on Wednesday raised the tariff rate on India to 50 percent from 25 percent over the nation's purchase of Russian oil. He also threatened to place a 100 percent tariff on imported computer chips unless companies commit to "building" in the United States.
The levies have for months prompted concerns about higher prices, making cars, refrigerators, produce and other items that the United States typically sources from abroad more expensive.
Consumers are facing an average effective tariff rate higher than at any point since the 1930s, after the protectionist Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act took effect, according to The Budget Lab at Yale University.
Trump has said there may be some economic pain associated with the tariffs but that it would be worth it. And U.S. markets -- which tumbled in April after the tariffs were announced -- have since reached record highs.
So what are tariffs, and why are they so controversial?
Tariffs are like a sales tax, applied at the border, to the importer of a certain good. Often, this importer is a U.S.-based wholesaler or manufacturer.
"If a person in the United States buys something from Mexico for a dollar and the tariff is 25 percent, then they pay the Mexican $1 and they send 25 cents to the U.S. government," said Lawrence Christiano, an economics professor at Northwestern University.
There are a number of reasons the government would want to impose tariffs.
First, these levies can raise public revenue. In the example above, this would be the 25 cents paid to import a dollar's worth of Mexican products. In fact, tariffs were historically used to raise revenue in the United States before the nation had an income tax.
"It was much easier to count stuff coming into the country, like how much tea is being unloaded on the ship, than to figure out how much a farmer grew and sold to another farmer when there weren't banks," said Jason Furman, an economic policy professor at Harvard University, who served as President Barack Obama's economic adviser.
In a Truth Social post on Wednesday, Trump said that billions of dollars would start flowing into the U.S. from other nations because of the tariffs.
Second, tariffs can theoretically incentivize domestic production and protect certain industries from being undercut by foreign competitors. If a company doesn't want to pay the tariff to import from Mexico, they may look around the United States to see where else they could get those same products.
In some cases, tariffs are imposed to counter perceived or real instances of unfair competition, said Brett House, an economics professor at Columbia University's business school. This might be "where foreign suppliers are dumping goods below the cost of production on local markets."
That said, there are work-arounds. The importer might go to a third country to import the same goods. Or Mexico, in this instance, might reroute its goods through another country where tariffs don't apply and then on to the United States.
Such a recourse could be illegal -- for example, if documents are falsified to say something was made elsewhere -- said Thomas Pugel, emeritus professor of economics at New York University. Or it can be legal: shipping components and "then doing enough transformation in that third country that it legally is, legitimately is, a product of that third country," Pugel said.
Trump has cited both the raising of tax revenue and boosting domestic production when arguing for tariffs. But they can also be used as a bargaining chip to extract a promise or policy outcome from another nation.
The president has framed some of the tariffs as a response to the flow of migrants and drugs across U.S. borders. He has denied that he's using the levies to get concessions but has also said his threats have produced quick results. In January, Colombia agreed to accept deportation flights after Trump said the U.S. would impose sanctions and tariffs on the country.
In February, the White House paused tariffs on Mexico and Canada after the nations' leaders promised to send more troops to the U.S.-border and appoint a fentanyl czar, among other measures.
More recently, Trump threatened to levy heavy tariffs on Cambodia and Thailand if those governments failed to reach a ceasefire. And he imposed a 50 percent tariff on Brazil, citing charges against former president Jair Bolsonaro, a Trump ally.
The import taxes go to the United States' general fund, essentially the country's checkbook, which is managed by the Treasury Department. The revenue could be used to reduce the deficit; recently passed tax cuts legislation -- a package Trump referred to as the "big, beautiful bill" -- will add at least $3.4 trillion to the national debt over the next decade, according to the Congressional Budget Office.
Trump has also floated the idea of sending rebates to Americans, which would require congressional approval. But many Republican senators said the first priority should be digging out of debt.
In the short term, importers pay for the cost of tariffs. Exporters who want to remain competitive in the market could lower their prices. But that doesn't necessarily offset what importers pay; in the 2018-19 U.S.-China trade conflict, for example, export prices didn't fall enough to overcome the added costs for importers, said Felix Tintelnot, an associate economics professor at Duke University, citing recent research.
This means that in the longer term, the costs added by tariffs are often passed on through the supply chain to consumers. In some cases, this takes time. Businesses can be reluctant to increase prices if they believe that consumers will interpret it as price-gouging, Christiano said.
Some companies have been eating the costs from tariffs, but a growing number including Procter & Gamble and Nike have in recent weeks said they plan to raise retail prices.
Tariffs can have other repercussions, such as triggering retaliatory tariffs from affected countries. Several nations including China, India and the European Union bloc have proposed or imposed their own import taxes against American products.
Furthermore, tariffs can degrade foreign relationships or disrupt supply chains that are heavily integrated across borders; the United States has a free-trade agreement with Canada and Mexico, passed under the previous Trump administration.
One example of that is the American auto industry, House said. "Some parts of the supply chains and those manufacturing processes go back and forth across the border multiple times before they result in a finished good," meaning 25 percent tariffs could be imposed multiple times on cars produced by General Motors, Ford and Stellantis, but not cars imported from Korea and Japan.
For those reasons, markets are highly sensitive to the ramifications of tariffs, as seen by the slump in U.S. stocks early Monday before the deal with the Mexican president allayed fears.
Consumers could see the price of nondurable goods, like fruits and vegetables coming from Mexico, increase more quickly than that of durable goods, Tintelnot said.
That's because importers of durable goods -- who may have stockpiled inventory to prepare for tariffs -- can absorb the effect of the levies in the short term by using their stockpiles. When tariffs were raised on washing machines in 2018, for example, it took nearly two months for those higher prices to be reflected in stores, he said.
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Foreign Policy
As U.S. scales back criticism of rights abuses, a look at past reports
The Trump administration plans to ease criticism of human rights abuses in Russia, El Salvador and Israel. Past reports noted executions, torture and corruption.

President Donald Trump meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office in April. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Kelsey Ables, Frances Vinall | 2025-08-07
The Trump administration intends to significantly reduce its criticism of human rights abuses in Russia, El Salvador and Israel in upcoming State Department reports, The Washington Post reported Wednesday, highlighting how the administration is reshaping the United States' role in international human rights advocacy.
The leaked drafts of the long-delayed 2024 reports for those countries -- which are notably shorter than those put out by the Biden administration -- cut references to LGBTQ+ people and soften descriptions of government abuses, according to The Post's reporting. It is unclear whether the final versions of the reports will mirror the drafts.
For almost half a century, such reports from the State Department have been considered the most wide-ranging of their kind and have been relied on by courts inside and outside the U.S.
Here's a look at how the U.S. most recently documented human rights issues in those nations, in reports published last year that covered 2023.
The U.S. government has for years noted Russian war crimes in Ukraine as well as the Kremlin's harsh restrictions on free speech and persecution of political opponents and minorities.
The State Department report on Russia for 2023, which is more than 100 pages long, notes that there have been credible reports of summary execution, torture and rape in Ukraine as well as attacks that have killed civilians and destroyed civilian infrastructure. It also points to war crimes, including the forced adoption of Ukrainian children, and lists credible reports of human rights violations within Russia, including arbitrary or unlawful killings, enforced disappearances and pervasive torture.
While the new draft includes no mention of violence against LGBTQ+ people in Russia, The Post reported, the State Department's most recent report detailed how that community was repeatedly targeted.
It cited reports of state actors committing violence against LGBTQ+ people and pointed to Russia's Supreme Court granting a request to designate "the international LGBT public movement" as an extremist organization. The report also highlighted restrictions on free speech by LGBTQ+ people and their allies through a Russian law that prohibits what it calls "propaganda on nontraditional sexual relations."
The Trump administration's draft also omits any mention of gender-based violence after the Biden State Department pointed to reports that Russian government agents "incited, perpetrated, and condoned gender-based violence" during the war in Ukraine.
President Donald Trump's approach to his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, has shifted from heavy praise to anger and threats of sanctions as Trump tries to deliver on his campaign promise of ending the war in Ukraine -- something he pledged on the campaign trail that he would achieve within 24 hours of retaking office.
The State Department's draft report for Israel is 25 pages long, The Post reported, down from more than 100 pages in its iteration for 2023. Israel faces accusations from many international rights groups, as well as two at home, and some foreign governments that it has committed grave human rights abuses, particularly in Gaza.
Notable changes between the 2023 report and the new draft include the removal of references to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's trial on charges related to corruption, which is ongoing, as well as his attempt to overhaul the judiciary, which critics say threatens its independence, The Post reported. The draft also removes reports of Israeli surveillance of Palestinians and restrictions on their movement.
For 2023, the State Department noted credible reports that Israeli government officials had used torture against Palestinian prisoners, including physical and sexual violence, and pointed to Israel's indefinite detention of thousands of Palestinians without charge or trial under military law, a long-standing practice.
The Israel findings also detailed reports of extrajudicial killings; enforced disappearances or abductions; media censorship and violence against journalists; violence against national, racial or ethnic groups; and serious government restrictions and harassment of rights groups.
The draft report reviewed by The Post says there were "no credible reports of significant human rights abuses" in El Salvador in 2024 -- though nongovernmental human rights organizations have continued to sound the alarm on state abuses there. One of the organizations widely cited in the 2023 State Department report has since fled El Salvador after the Trump administration cut its funding.
The 2023 State Department report on El Salvador noted that gang violence had significantly decreased since a state of emergency and crackdown instituted by President Nayib Bukele, but that the reduction in crime was accompanied by serious human rights concerns.
They included worsening prison conditions, with severe overcrowding and credible reports of torture by guards; arbitrary arrests and mass court hearings without due process; and the disappearances of arrestees into the justice system without their families being informed of their whereabouts. The state of emergency suspended citizens' right to defense counsel.
In dozens of cases, government employees were accused of killing prisoners through abuse or medical neglect, the report said. It noted at least two reports of babies dying of illnesses in prison who had been held with their incarcerated mothers. There was little accountability for guards, who appeared able to operate with impunity, it said.
Trump hosted Bukele in the White House this year after his administration struck an agreement to deport people to El Salvador's CECOT megaprison. About 250 deportees from the United States were sent to and held in El Salvador this year for months until they were transferred to Venezuela in a July prisoner exchange.
Adam Taylor, Hannah Natanson and John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Early Brief
Trump has found a new use for tariffs
The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: Trump uses tariffs to help out a political ally.

Former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro speaks at the 2023 Conservative Political Action Conference in Maryland. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Matthew Choi, Dan Merica | 2025-08-07
Good morning, Early Birds. A very happy birthday to our own Dan Merica! Send tips to earlytips@washpost.com. Thanks for waking up with us.
In today's edition ... Trump uses tariffs to help out a political ally ... Tennessee's gubernatorial primary will be one to watch ... but first ...
President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin plan to meet as soon as next week to discuss a path toward ending the war in Ukraine, the White House announced yesterday. The meeting will be Trump's first with Putin since he retook the White House. A summit with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky could soon follow.
"The Russians expressed their desire to meet with President Trump, and the President is open to meeting with both President Putin and President Zelensky," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement.
Trump has expressed impatience with Putin in recent months over the Russian leader's obstinance about finding a resolution to the war. Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, met with Putin yesterday in Moscow to try to find an agreement ahead of a deadline Trump set for tomorrow to end the fighting in Ukraine or place new sanctions on Russia. Trump said on Truth Social that the meeting was productive.
Still, Trump escalated the stakes by raising tariffs on India to 50 percent, citing its continued consumption of Russian energy. Russia's energy sector is a major source of financing for the war. Trump said he might hit other major buyers of Russian fossil fuels, such as China, with sanctions, as well.
Robyn Dixon and Natalie Allison have more here on the possible Trump-Putin meeting.
	Gabbard overrode CIA officials' concerns in push to release classified Russia report, from Warren P. Strobel.
	RFK Jr. announces end to some mRNA contracts, including for flu, covid, from Carolyn Y. Johnson and Rachel Roubein.
	Texas Democrats evacuated from Illinois hotel over potential bomb threat, from Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez and Mariana Alfaro.
	Can Texas Republicans expel absent Democrats in redistricting fight? From Dylan Wells.

Trump uses tariffs like no other president before him.
He applies them on long-standing U.S. trade partners, including several dozen that went into effect today. He uses them to pressure countries on issues not related to trade, such as migration and Palestinian statehood.
But a particular break from precedent is his use of tariffs to interfere in another country's judicial system.
Trump imposed 50 percent tariffs on Brazil that went into effect yesterday in part to punish it for pursuing a criminal case against its former right-wing president and Trump ally, Jair Bolsonaro. The administration also issued sanctions last week on Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who is overseeing Bolsonaro's criminal case.
"It's almost unheard of," former Trump national security adviser John Bolton said. "What Trump does is meld tariffs with other issues, which in principle is not necessarily a bad thing, but you have to look at your overall relations with a country, and there is, as we used to say in the Cold War, a linkage with issues. But the way Trump has done it is just an ad hoc kind of thing."
Bolsonaro faces charges of attempting to stage a coup to overturn the 2022 election, which he lost to leftist candidate Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Thousands of Bolsonaro's supporters stormed the centers of federal power in Brasilia on Jan. 8, 2022, including the Congress, Supreme Court and presidential palace. The attack hauntingly echoed the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol. The Trump administration considers the case to be political persecution against a fellow conservative.
"The policies, practices, and actions of the Government of Brazil are repugnant to the moral and political values of democratic and free societies and conflict with the policy of the United States to promote democratic governments throughout the world, the principle of free expression and free and fair elections, the rule of law, and respect for human rights," Trump wrote in the executive order authorizing the new tariffs, arguing that the Brazilian government's actions are infringing on Americans' First Amendment rights.
Brazil isn't the only case in which Trump has meddled in domestic politics to defend his personal allies.
The Trump administration infuriated Germany's traditional political establishment for demanding greater recognition of the far-right Alternative of Germany party. Trump angered Ireland's political class for entertaining former UFC fighter Conor McGregor, who was found liable in an Irish court for sexual assault, at the White House on St. Patrick's Day. Trump's ambassador to Israel, Mike Huckabee, has blasted Israeli judges overseeing the corruption case of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
All are extraordinary cases of the president interfering in the domestic politics -- and judiciaries -- of foreign allies and have been swiftly condemned as affronts to the countries' sovereignty.
"That is not done, certainly not among friends and allies," former German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said during the Munich Security Conference after Vice President JD Vance said the country shouldn't sideline its far-right party. Scholz said his country's political structure reflects Germany's postwar commitment to never again entertain fascism.
"With all due respect to Trump, he should not interfere in a legal process in an independent country," Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid told the Israeli news website Ynet after Trump called on Netanyahu's case to be "CANCELLED, IMMEDIATELY" on Truth Social.
But Trump's use of punishing tariffs on Brazil is particularly striking. Whereas he previously used only rhetoric to try to influence allies' politics, he's now using economic policy, enacting rules that could affect Brazilian citizens' daily lives.
So far, Trump's pressure campaign doesn't appear to be having the desired effect. Moraes has defended the independence of the federal judiciary and the independence of Brazil from any foreign power. Bolsonaro was placed under house arrest this week, and the Brazilian government has made no indication it will acquiesce to Trump's demands on the case. Lula derisively called Trump an unwanted "emperor" this year when the White House threatened much more modest tariffs on Brazil and other emerging economies.
The Brazilian government expressed confidence that it will be able to weather the tariffs. The country is less reliant on exports to the United States than Canada or Mexico, with China buying more than twice as much value in goods than the U.S.
Brazil's agriculture sector benefited from China's pivot to South America during the first Trump administration, when China issued retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agriculture, and China made rule changes recently to help mitigate the damage Trump's tariffs might do to Brazil's coffee industry. The Trump administration also gave Brazil several exemptions from the tariff increase, including in key sectors such as energy, steel and orange juice.
Politically, Trump's tactics could also backfire, stirring up positive support for Lula at home. The Brazilian leader was suffering this year from some of the lowest approval ratings of his cumulative time in power (he was president from 2003-2011 before starting his current term in 2023), with only 24 percent of the country supporting him, according to Datafolha. But his stance against Trump and his tariffs has contributed to a major upswing in his ratings, placing him in the lead ahead of next year's presidential election.
Other world leaders have enjoyed a similar rise in approval after they took on Trump's antagonism. The president's musings about annexing Canada and his threats to impose tariffs on the country took the Liberal Party from the polling gutter to winning this year's parliamentary elections.
"I doubt that there was any outreach anywhere in the U.S. government to people who were familiar with Brazil," said Thomas Shannon, a former U.S. ambassador to Brazil. "People who are familiar with Brazil would have told them that the way [Trump] was doing this was actually going to jeopardize Jair Bolsonaro and the people around him and enhance the ability of the Lula government ... to recover politically from what seemed like a slow and inevitable decline."
The Republican primary for governor in Tennessee just got very interesting.
Rep. John Rose announced in March that he would seek to replace term-limited Republican Gov. Bill Lee, with the congressman from Central Tennessee branding himself as a "conservative outsider."
That branding was intentional. And we now know why: Sen. Marsha Blackburn announced her long-anticipated campaign to replace Lee with a rollout that ties herself directly to Trump.
"In his first six months, President Trump has made historic strides in Making America Great Again, but as he sends power back to the states, he's going to need strong conservative governors who can bring that revolution home," Blackburn said in her announcement. "I'm running to serve as Tennessee's next governor to ensure Tennessee is America's conservative leader."
This sets up a premier matchup between Rose and Blackburn. While the senator will be seen as the favorite, she is not a shoo-in if Rose can figure out how to run as the outsider. Hanging over all of this is the NBC report that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has openly discussed running for political office in Tennessee.
There is another trend at play here: Blackburn is the third senator to announce a gubernatorial run, joining Tommy Tuberville of Alabama and Michael Bennet of Colorado, further emphasizing how members of Congress a) want to get out of Washington and b) see gubernatorial runs as an escape hatch.
We asked our readers for their thoughts about Texas Democrats' strategy of fleeing the state to prevent Texas Republicans from launching a mid-decade redistricting plan, and many of our Democratic readers responded with approval for the tactic.
"The whole Texas situation is a fiasco, obviously, but if they succeed then absolutely Newsom, [Hochul] etc. should do all they can to temporarily override the existing state redistricting rules and go as blue as possible," Greg Hassen wrote. "I think history shows we have to hit rock bottom before things can change."
That was echoed by Jane McNeil-Balter: "Instead of bringing a knife to the knife fight we need to bring a machete. ... It's time to take the gloves off and the only Democrats who seem to be ready for this are Pritzker and Booker."
"What else can Texas Democrats do other than flee the state to deny Texas Republicans -- who have a majority in both Texas state houses -- the mandatory quorum to redistrict," asked John Parziale. "If the positions were reversed, Republicans would be engaging in the exact same tactics to avoid losing whatever political power they had in the state's Legislature."
Or, as David Walsh put it: "The world has changed and Democrats have to get out of their comfort zone and fight fire with fire."
But Michael Cavanaugh, originally an Illinois Republican now living overseas, said it was a bit rich for Texas Democrats to be fleeing to his home state, which Democrats have heavily gerrymandered in their favor for years.
"Gerrymandering is bad regardless of which party does it. Texas is hardly the first salvo -- our [Democratic] friends have been doing it for years. And it is no secret," he wrote.
NOLA.com (New Orleans): The Louisiana state government is in talks with the Trump administration to open an immigration detention facility at the Angola state prison.
WJCL (Savannah, Georgia): 5 soldiers were shot yesterday at Fort Stewart in Eastern Georgia, and one person is in custody.
InForum (Fargo, North Dakota): Farmers in North Dakota are bracing for tariff uncertainty, particularly with possible rate changes on goods from China and Canada.
Cleveland Scene: Apparently, Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce were house shopping in the Cleveland area. Let the speculation begin. Kelce is famously from Cleveland Heights.
Michigan Public: Michigan officials are starting to get angry about the smoke flooding across the U.S.-Canada border, caused by fires in Canada. "(We're) trying to make some noise and bring attention to this," said Macomb County Public Works Commissioner Candice Miller.
National Republican leaders are traveling the country extolling the tax cuts in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. The cuts include billions in deductions for tips, seniors and overtime pay, as well as extensions of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. How will the tax cuts affect you? If you earn overtime or tips, how do you feel about those parts of the bill? Send us your thoughts at earlytips@washpost.com or at dan.merica@washpost.com and matthew.choi@washpost.com.
Thanks for reading. You can follow Dan and Matthew on X: @merica and @matthewichoi.
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Politics
Can Texas Republicans expel absent Democrats in redistricting fight?
A legal battle simmers in the Lone Star State, as GOP lawmakers try to wrangle their colleagues back to Austin to vote on redrawn midterm congressional maps.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) is trying to unseat a top Democratic lawmaker who fled the state amid a partisan battle over redistricting. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Dylan Wells | 2025-08-07
Friday is a big day in Austin, where Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and other Republicans are trying to unseat the Democratic lawmakers who have fled the state in an expanding partisan battle over redistricting. Will it work?
Probably not, according to legal experts, who doubt courts will agree that refusing to show up for work at the Texas Capitol amounts to a grievous dereliction of legislative duty.
Even if that argument were to prevail, it could take months for lawsuits to play out against each of the missing Democrats and for special elections to be held to replace them.
Here's a look at the legal battle unfolding in the Lone Star State.
On Tuesday, Abbott filed an emergency petition with the state Supreme Court to remove House Democratic Caucus Chair Gene Wu from office for leading dozens of Texas Democrats to flee the state and deny Republicans a legislative quorum. Without a quorum, Texas can't move forward with a plan, backed by President Donald Trump, to redraw the state's congressional map, setting up Republicans to win an additional five seats in the U.S. House in next year's midterms.
Abbott's lawsuit argues that Wu abandoned his job; the Texas Supreme Court has ordered Wu to respond by 5 p.m. Friday. (Abbott also has ordered the Texas Department of Public Safety to "locate, arrest, and return to the House chamber" any absent Democrats, who are mostly holed up in Illinois -- beyond the reach of the long arm of Texas law.)
Meanwhile, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) also has set a Friday deadline, saying he would ask state courts to remove any Democrats who do not return. The absent lawmakers "have abandoned their offices by fleeing Texas, and a failure to respond to a call of the House constitutes a dereliction of their duty as elected officials," Paxton said.
Democrats said they are undeterred by GOP efforts to expel them. After Abbott ordered their arrest, the Democrats issued a statement daring the GOP to try to reestablish their quorum. "Come and take it," the statement said, using the defiant battle cry of the Texas Revolution.

Texas House Minority Leader Gene Wu speaks to reporters following a news conference Monday in Warrenville, Illinois. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


"Denying the governor a quorum was not an abandonment of my office; it was a fulfillment of my oath," Wu said in a statement responding to Abbott's lawsuit.
Even Paxton has acknowledged it would be difficult to file a case against each of the 50-plus individual lawmakers who have absconded.
"We'd have to go through a court process, and we'd have to file that maybe in [Democratic] districts that are not friendly to Republicans. So it's a challenge because every district would be different. We'd have to go sue in every legislator's home district to try to execute on that idea," Paxton said on Benny Johnson's podcast.
Even if the lawsuits succeeded, Abbott would then need to call for special elections to fill the empty seats. But proving that the Democrats have abandoned their offices is likely to be a challenge, legal experts said.
"These are individuals that are using a centuries-old tradition that is provided for in the Texas Constitution," said Skye Perryman, the president and CEO of Democracy Forward, a liberal-leaning legal group. "There's no basis for the assertion that these members can be removed from office."
New York University law professor Samuel Issacharoff said Abbott's attempt to use an obscure proceeding known as a writ of quo warranto -- used to claim officeholders are not fulfilling their duties -- is especially problematic.
"This has not been used with any regularity in the United States since the post-Civil War period, to remove prior Confederate officers from being elected to Congress," Issacharoff said.
Derek Muller, a law professor at the University of Notre Dame, said Democrats are likely to argue that they are in fact representing their constituents by doing everything in their power to deny Republicans the ability to redraw the state's congressional map.
Unseating duly elected lawmakers "is not a unilateral action of the governor," Muller said. "You're going to have to make a showing that I think is going to be tough to make."
At least one factor is in the governor's favor: All nine members of the state Supreme Court are Republicans, and the chief justice was previously Abbott's general counsel.
Indeed they have. The first Texas quorum break dates to 1870. More recently, Democrats have fled the state Capitol in a 1979 fight over the presidential primary calendar, a 2003 battle over redistricting and a 2021 standoff over restrictive voting measures.
In those cases, the walkouts called attention to the Democratic cause, but the absent lawmakers only succeeded in blocking legislation in 1979. In the more recent quorum breaks, the lawmakers eventually returned and the legislation passed.
Despite GOP threats, the absconded lawmakers were not arrested or removed from office, however. In 2021, the Texas House speaker removed Rep. Joe Moody (D) from his position as speaker pro tempore for participating in the walkout, but Moody was later reinstated.
After the 2021 incident, the Texas House did approve new punishments for members who break quorum, including a $500 fine for each day a member is absent.
Patrick Marley and Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report.
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Politics
Led by Trump, Republicans push to redraw election maps in multiple states 
The effort has worried some in the party who have little appetite for an escalating redistricting war with Democrats. 

President Donald Trump at the White House on Aug. 1. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba, Natalie Allison, Hannah Knowles | 2025-08-07
Republicans are exploring ways to redraw congressional maps in their favor well beyond Texas as President Donald Trump pushes for aggressive changes, worrying some in the party who have little appetite for an escalating redistricting war with Democrats.
The White House has been driving the GOP redistricting effort, according to people familiar with the process, some of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. Republicans are discussing ways to create new red seats in Missouri, Indiana and Ohio ahead of next year's midterm elections and carve out as many as five more in Florida, even as they face legal hurdles.
A White House spokesperson said staffers have not drawn any maps. John McLaughlin, one of Trump's pollsters, said the president doesn't want to risk facing Democratic-led investigations, as he previously did, if the party retakes control of Congress.
"After everything he's been through, I don't think he wants to leave anything to chance that would allow his opponents to do what they did to him in the first term and in the subsequent years," McLaughlin said.
Some elected Republicans are skeptical of the push to redraw, concerned about Democratic retaliation in blue states and hesitant to shake up long-standing lines. In GOP-controlled Indiana -- where Vice President JD Vance met Thursday with state leaders and discussed redistricting -- many Republican state lawmakers are unenthusiastic about the idea, according to a GOP legislator who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations.
"There's not much interest at this point," the legislator said, though perhaps minds could change "with the right influence campaign." If blue states retaliate to negate GOP gains in red ones, the person added, "what are you really going to gain?"
Indiana Gov. Mike Braun (R), a Trump ally, said Thursday on Fox News that Indiana has "become more Republican over time, and these maps probably need to be looked at," even as he acknowledged a redraw not tied to a new Census would be "unusual."
Asked after his meeting with Vance whether they had "come to any agreement," Braun told reporters that "we listened." GOP statehouse leaders were also present.
Other Republicans around the country have eagerly jumped into the fight, calling for changes ahead of next year's midterms to protect the GOP's narrow U.S. House majority and, by extension, Trump's agenda.
In Missouri, "there is a very high likelihood that this is going to get done," said Gregg Keller, a longtime Republican strategist based in the state. "It is a top priority at the White House at the highest possible levels."
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) -- who is jockeying for support from the GOP base in a tough primary ahead of 2026 -- on Thursday said that FBI Director Kash Patel had granted his request for the agency to "assist" Texas law enforcement in tracking down statehouse Democrats who fled the state this week to stall redistricting. "We cannot allow these rogue legislators to avoid their constitutional responsibilities," Cornyn said. The FBI declined to comment. It was not clear what, if any, specific plans federal agents had to engage in the situation.
Trump's push to squeeze more red seats out of Texas has set off a nationwide scramble, with both parties looking to recast the electoral map in their favor ahead of the 2026 elections. With Republicans defending a 219-212 House majority with four vacancies, even a small change in the number of competitive districts could shift the balance of power.
States normally draw new congressional districts once a decade, after each census, but Texas moved to change the lines ahead of schedule, triggering a cascade of similar efforts. Ohio -- where some Republicans have expressed interest in a more favorable map -- was already set to redraw its districts this year.

Texas state Sen. Kevin Sparks (R) looks at a copy of the proposed redistricting map on Wednesday in Austin. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


The White House began reaching out to officials in Texas in the spring to ask about the process of redistricting, according to a person with knowledge of the conversations. Those talks occurred after the legislature's mid-March bill-filing deadline, preventing the legislature from considering it during the regular session and delaying public talks about it. Trump spoke later with Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and state House Speaker Dustin Burrows, all Republicans, about adding five safe GOP seats.
Dave Carney, a veteran Republican strategist who advises Abbott, said there were no downsides to creating a more favorable map.
"We should maximize our opportunities where it's legal to do," Carney said.
Democrats have railed against the move. "Our state's leadership is trying to redraw congressional lines in the middle of a decade with no new census, no new data and no legitimate reason except to serve one man's political ambition -- Donald Trump," Texas state Sen. Carol Alvarado (D) said at a news conference Wednesday, warning that what was happening would not be a "one-off."

Texas State Sen. Carol Alvarado (D) in Boston on Wednesday. (Leah Willingham/AP)


In Missouri, Keller said, redistricting is likely to be taken up during the legislature's annual veto session, which is set for early September. The new maps under discussion would target Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II (D), according to a person with knowledge of the emerging redistricting plans.
"They could care less about legality; only what Trump wants," Cleaver said.
Rep. Ann Wagner (R-Missouri) came out this week in support of redistricting to add Republican representation, and the state's Senate leader, a Republican, said it was likely that the issue would be brought before the legislature. Wagner is the most vulnerable Republican in the delegation.
Her district would probably move south and incorporate more GOP-leaning counties around St. Louis, the person with knowledge of the tentative plans said.
In Florida, Republicans have already changed the maps in their favor in recent years. Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) pushed reluctant GOP state lawmakers to redraw their lines more aggressively in 2022, helping his party net four more seats.
As Texas Republicans moved to carve out five new red seats, DeSantis said last month that there is "ample justification" for Florida to redraw its districts again and that he is looking "very seriously" at the matter.
Other Republicans in the state were similarly receptive. "If Texas can do it, the Free State of Florida can do it 10X better," Rep. Jimmy Patronis (R-Florida) wrote recently on X, calling to "get this Florida redistricting effort going ASAP."
But they face a legal hurdle: A "Fair Districts" amendment to the Florida Constitution that says districts may not be drawn to favor a political party. DeSantis and Patronis have suggested the amendment runs afoul of the U.S. Constitution, with Patronis citing freedom of speech.
"I don't know the legal basis on which redistricting could be done," Rep. Randy Fine (R-Florida) said in an interview Wednesday. "They would have to pass maps that they knew were unconstitutional under the Florida state constitution, hoping that some other court I guess would invalidate the Florida constitution."
Changes to the maps in Florida and other states could also be disruptive for some Republican incumbents.
"I'd like to stick with what I got here," Rep. Daniel Webster (R-Florida) told the local news outlet Florida Politics recently.
Republicans in California could lose out as Democrats there push for new blue seats in retaliation against Texas Republicans. Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-California), one of several members California Democrats may target, called this week on House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) to "bring this chaos to an end."
"The speaker needs to step up and show some leadership here because even our own members in states that might in some theoretical way, mathematical way, stand to benefit from new maps, they don't like what's going on either," Kiley said on MSNBC on Tuesday. "They don't like the prospect of having their district broken up or having communities they've represented, been voted in by, taken out of their district."
In New York, Republican Rep. Michael Lawler said he opposes Texas Republicans' push for an advantage. He argued that Democrats have already disadvantaged the GOP and are now using the Texas drama as "cover" to attempt to change their maps.
"I have been very consistent in this," Lawler said in an interview. "I fundamentally believe that gerrymandering is part of the, one of the biggest reasons why Congress is dysfunctional because you don't have enough competitive districts."
Other Republicans are eager to get involved. Rep. Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina) -- who is running for governor and faces a tough primary -- joined the fray Wednesday by calling on his red state to redraw its map and push out the lone Democratic House member, Rep. James E. Clyburn.
"Jim Clyburn is a nice man and I respect him," Norman said in a statement. "But he is a liberal Democrat who helped put Joe Biden in the White House. That's not the kind of representation South Carolina needs."
Dylan Wells contributed to this report.
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Politics
Apple's CEO gives Trump a gift of glass and 24-karat gold 
Tim Cook presented the gift at a White House event, where President Trump announced that Apple will invest an additional $100 billion in U.S. jobs and suppliers.

Apple CEO Tim Cook presents an engraved glass disk with a gold base to President Donald Trump during an event in the Oval Office at the White House on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Grace  Moon, Katie Tarrant | 2025-08-07
Apple's chief executive Tim Cook gave President Donald Trump a customized plaque with a 24-karat gold base during an Oval Office news conference Wednesday, moments before Trump announced that Apple will invest an additional $100 billion in U.S. jobs and suppliers.
Trump hosted a White House event alongside the man he once called "Tim Apple" to announce the development -- which would expand Apple's total commitment to U.S. investments to $600 billion -- praising the tech giant's efforts as "historic."
"Apple will build the largest and most sophisticated smart glass production line in the world," Trump said, adding that the tech company will source the cover glass for iPhone and Apple Watch products from a Corning facility in Harrodsburg, Kentucky.

Apple CEO Tim Cook gifted President Donald Trump an inscribed piece of Apple-produced glass made in Kentucky that sits upon a 24-karat gold base on Aug. 6.


Pausing his speech, Trump invited Cook to come up and "show them a little bit about the product you're going to be doing in Kentucky."
Cook approached the desk, where he gingerly unboxed the gift: an object that appeared to be an enlarged artistic rendering of a silicon wafer, a material used to make semiconductors, mounted on a 24-karat gold base.
"It's a unique unit of one," Cook said as he displayed the glass sculpture engraved with the president's name, adding that it was designed by a former U.S. Marine corporal who now works at Apple. The price of gold is currently more than $3,300 per ounce, according to Reuters.
Earlier this year, Trump drew ire for accepting a Boeing 747-8 luxury jetliner from Qatar. The arrangement was denounced by critics as a "bribe" and a clear violation of the Constitution, which prohibits federal officials from accepting gifts from foreign governments without the approval of lawmakers.
On top of his latest deal with Apple, Trump also introduced a sweeping chip tariff at the Wednesday event, saying he will impose a 100 percent tariff on all computer chips imported to the U.S. However, Trump pledged to exempt companies that commit to "building" on U.S. soil, adding that Apple had successfully secured an exemption.
Trump has repeatedly threatened to place tariffs on computer chips during his second term. And though the president has said his tariffs are intended to boost domestic manufacturing, he did not make clear if only new factories would qualify for an exemption or what scale of investment he would deem sufficient to avoid the tariffs.
The Apple CEO had said Trump's tariffs could add $900 million to the company's overall costs. But on Wednesday, Cook was seen shaking the president's hand and thanking him for being "a great advocate for American innovation and manufacturing."
"We're a proud American company," Cook said.
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump intends to meet with Putin soon
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro, Dylan Wells, Gaya Gupta, Susan Svrluga, Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Warren Strobel, Brianna Sacks, Katie Tarrant, Cat Zakrzewski, Carolyn Y. Johnson, Lauren Weber, Paul Kane, Natalie Allison, David Ovalle, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Karen DeYoung, Clara Ence Morse, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Naftali Bendavid, Hannah Knowles, Jacob Bogage, Terell Wright, Emily Davies, Olivia George, Meagan Flynn, Robyn Dixon, Rachel Roubein, Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck, Andrew Ackerman, Andrew Jeong, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Derek Hawkins, Les Carpenter | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump will soon meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to a source at the White House, following a meeting Wednesday in Moscow between Putin and Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff. Just hours after the meeting, Trump announced he will impose a 50 percent tax on imports from India, doubling tariffs against one of the United States' largest trading partners in response to Indian purchases of Russian oil. The increased tariff rate will take effect in three weeks, while the initial rate of 25 percent is scheduled to take effect Thursday.  Trump had one public event scheduled for Wednesday, an event at which he announced that Apple intends to invest $100 billion in American manufacturing.
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National Security
U.S. plans to ease human rights criticism of El Salvador, Israel, Russia
Leaked draft reports show the Trump administration is planning to eliminate or downplay accounts of prisoner abuse, corruption, LGBTQ+ discrimination and other claims.

President Donald Trump hosts El Salvador's president, Nayib Bukele, left, in the Oval Office in April. (Al Drago/For The Washington Post)


By Adam Taylor, Hannah Natanson, John Hudson | 2025-08-07
Leaked drafts of the State Department's long-delayed annual human rights reports indicate that the Trump administration intends to dramatically scale back U.S. government criticism of certain foreign nations with extensive records of abuse.
The draft human rights reports for El Salvador, Israel and Russia, copies of which were reviewed by The Washington Post, are significantly shorter than the ones prepared last year by the Biden administration. They strike all references to LGBTQ+ individuals or crimes against them, and the descriptions of government abuses that do remain have been softened.
The draft report for El Salvador -- which, at the Trump administration's urging, has agreed to incarcerate migrants deported from the United States -- states that the country had "no credible reports of significant human rights abuses" in 2024. The State Department's previous report for El Salvador, documenting 2023, identified "significant human rights issues" there -- including government-sanctioned killings, instances of torture, and "harsh and life-threatening prison conditions."
Several Venezuelans whom the Trump administration sent to a Salvadoran prison said they were subjected to repeated beatings.
The leaked draft reports for El Salvador, Israel and Russia underscore how the Trump administration is radically rethinking America's role in global human rights advocacy. The documents also are consistent with internal guidance circulated earlier this year by State Department leaders who advised staff to truncate the reports to the minimum required by statutory guidelines and executive orders signed by President Donald Trump, and to remove references to government corruption, gender-based crimes and other abuses the U.S. government historically has documented.
The State Department declined to address questions about the documents reviewed by The Post.
"The 2024 Human Rights report has been restructured in a way that removes redundancies, increases report readability and is more responsive to the legislative mandate that underpins the report," a senior State Department official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to brief the news media, said Wednesday. "The human rights report focuses on core issues."
This official said the Trump administration will bring a new focus to some issues, including backsliding on freedom of expression in some countries allied with the United States, even as the administration has itself faced criticism on free-speech grounds for seeking to deport foreigners studying in the United States who have criticized Israel's conduct in Gaza.
U.S. diplomats have compiled the State Department's annual human rights reports for almost 50 years. Their findings are considered the most thorough and wide-ranging of their kind and are routinely relied upon by courts inside and outside the United States.
The human rights reports are congressionally mandated to be sent to lawmakers by the end of February. Public release typically happens in March or April.
The State Department is yet to officially release this year's reports, which cover activities and observations made in 2024. Current and former U.S. officials say most of this year's reports were nearly completed when the Biden administration transitioned out in January.
The drafts for El Salvador and Russia are marked "finalized," while the draft for Israel is marked "quality check." All were edited in the past few days, the documents show. It is unclear whether the reports eventually transmitted to Congress and released to the public will mirror the drafts.
The internal guidance circulated by State Department leaders earlier this year instructed diplomats responsible for drafting reports to remove references to numerous potential human rights violations, including governments that had deported people to a country where they could face torture, crimes that involve violence against LGBTQ+ people and government corruption.
The internal guidance was written by Samuel Samson, a Trump political appointee at the State Department. Samson, initially little known in Foggy Bottom, attracted attention after writing an article for the agency's Substack in May criticizing Europe for what he alleged was the continent's descent into "a hotbed of digital censorship, mass migration, restrictions on religious freedom, and numerous other assaults on democratic self-governance."
Samson was tasked with reviewing the country reports for El Salvador, Israel and Russia.
While all three reports continue to describe human rights abuses in those countries, each was whittled down considerably from a year before and all bear significant changes to the language used to describe alleged abuses. The draft prepared for Israel, for instance, is 25 pages long; last year's report was more than 100 pages.
Meanwhile, a comparison of the documents covering El Salvador shows the Trump administration downplaying the country's history of prison violence, emphasizing that there has been a reduction overall while stating that purported deaths were under government review. Trump has expressed fondness for El Salvador's president, Nayib Bukele, and hosted him in the Oval Office this year after the administration secured an agreement to deport people to the country's notorious CECOT megaprison.
The Salvadoran Embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Scrutiny of corruption and judicial independence also is significantly scaled back in the draft report for Israel. The 2023 report compiled by the Biden administration addresses the corruption trial of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, another of Trump's international allies, and judicial overhaul efforts, which critics say threaten the independence of the country's judiciary. The Trump administration's draft report for Israel makes no mention of corruption or threats to the independence of Israel's judiciary.
Previous human rights reports also have mentioned Israeli surveillance of Palestinians and restrictions of their movement, including an Amnesty International finding on Israel's use of an "experimental facial recognition system to track Palestinians and enforce movement restrictions." This issue is not addressed in the draft report either.
The Israeli Embassy did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

President Donald Trump welcomes Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to the White House in April. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The draft reports examined by The Post contain no reference to gender-based violence or violence against LGBTQ+ people. Keifer Buckingham, who worked on these issues at the State Department until January, said it was a "glaring omission" in the case of Russia, where the country's Supreme Court had banned LGBTQ+ organizations and labeled them "extremist," with raids and arrests last year.
The Russian Embassy did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Buckingham chastised Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who as a U.S. senator for many years was a vocal defender of human rights.
"Secretary Rubio has repeatedly asserted that his State Department has not abandoned human rights, but it is clear by this and other actions that this administration only cares about the human rights of some people ... in some countries, when it's convenient to them," said Buckingham, who now works as managing director at the Council for Global Equality.
During his time on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Rubio praised the State Department's annual human rights reports. In 2012, he said that "the world has been a better place [for two centuries] because America has strived to defend these fundamental human rights both at home and abroad."
"The State Department's annual human rights report sheds light on foreign governments' failure to respect their citizens' fundamental rights," he said a statement then, adding that it was important for the world to know that "the United States will stand with freedom-seeking people around the world and will not tolerate violations against their rights."
U.S. officials have repeatedly pointed to a speech given by Trump during a visit to the Middle East in May as an example of the new way Washington relates to the world, with an emphasis on sovereignty over universal rights.
Speaking in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Trump had criticized "Western interventionists ... giving you lectures on how to live or how to govern your own affairs."
This shift of the U.S. role in promoting human rights has coincided with a change in U.S. promotion of democracy. In a cable sent in July, Rubio instructed diplomats to no longer publicly comment on other countries' elections, including making an assessment of whether the election was "free and fair," unless there is a "clear and compelling U.S. foreign policy interest to do so."
The move was a shift from long-standing U.S. practice -- even under Rubio himself. The secretary has personally congratulated world leaders in Trinidad and Tobago as well as Ecuador for conducting "free and fair" elections since January.
Last month, the Trump administration tightened sanctions on Brazilian Supreme Federal Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, stepping up a feud with the Brazilian government for the prosecution of former president Jair Bolsonaro, a Trump ally, for his alleged role in a violent coup plot in 2022.
In announcing those sanctions, the U.S. Treasury Department invoked the Magnitsky Act, a law that allows the American government to impose penalties on foreign nationals accused of corruption and human rights violations.
In a statement, Rubio said that Moraes had committed "serious human rights abuse, including arbitrary detention involving flagrant denials of fair trial guarantees and violations of the freedom of expression." Moraes has said that the court will not yield to foreign pressure but on Wednesday eased some house arrest restrictions on Bolsonaro.
Clara Ence Morse and Meg Kelly contributed to this report.
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Politics
A new low in bipartisanship: Trump hasn't met with Schumer or Jeffries
Presidents traditionally host opposing party leaders early in their term, as Trump did in 2017, but that tradition is now gone.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) issued a demand Monday to meet with President Donald Trump and Republican leaders. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-08-06
Almost six and a half months into his new term, President Donald Trump has yet to host Democratic leaders or convene a meeting with the bipartisan congressional leadership.
In fact, Trump has not met privately to discuss his policy agenda with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) or House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) at all -- nor have they held these discussions by phone.
That's incredibly unusual. Bipartisan meetings were pro forma events for recent presidents. But that precedent has gone by the wayside during a tense early phase of Trump's presidency marked by executive actions and narrow, party-line victories in Congress during which Democrats have been an afterthought.
So far this approach has produced enough results for Trump and Republicans to claim his agenda is advancing, but there are pressing issues ahead that will require both parties to agree. With so little personal interaction, there's little foundation for the type of dealmaking required -- and not much of a basic working relationship.
By the end of September, Republicans will need more than a half dozen Senate Democrats to advance spending legislation averting a shutdown of federal agencies. Trump will need a large bloc of Democrats to keep the government open, as dozens of hard-right conservatives regularly oppose such big spending bills.
The breakdown in bipartisan communication isn't confined to the White House: On Monday, rather than asking for a meeting with Trump, Schumer and Jeffries demanded a meeting of the "Big Four" -- the leaders of the four congressional caucuses -- to discuss the looming Sept. 30 funding deadline.
Such gatherings with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) were commonplace in previous Congresses, yet these four leaders have only met this year at major events like the inauguration, joint sessions of Congress or award ceremonies. Little substantive negotiations happen at these events.

Trump's only meetings with Democratic congressional leaders have come at major events like his inauguration. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Trump isn't exactly helping break the ice. He recently picked a fight with Schumer when the president scuttled negotiations between the two Senate leaders over dozens of languishing presidential nominations and Democratic demands to restore some foreign aid.
Trump took to social media and used his traditional capital letters to call off any deal: "Tell Schumer, who is under tremendous political pressure from within his own party, the Radical Left Lunatics, to GO TO HELL!"
Relations weren't quite so hostile early in the new term, when the president's staff reached out to Schumer aides to try to set up a lunch with Trump, who has known the minority leader for decades through New York connections, according to an official familiar with the discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity. The timing did not work and, the meeting was not rescheduled. Ever since, the two have been publicly blasting one another.
Republicans note that Democrats have broken norms themselves, including their blockade on some of the least controversial presidential nominees and forcing the Trump administration into completing a time-consuming process (one that was not required with prior new administrations) to fill lower-level posts.
"Charles E. Schumer and Hakeem Jeffries are leading a historic obstruction effort against the President's agenda and policies that the American people elected him to enact. But despite the Democrats' best attempts, President Trump has already been hugely successful," Abigail Jackson, a White House spokesperson, said in a statement.
To be sure, Democrats are making the Trump administration's life difficult. However, Republicans also found plenty of ways to bottle up the early days of the Biden and Obama administrations. Filibusters of nominees were plentiful, though not as universal as the current standard adopted by Democrats; and at this stage four years ago, Biden was on the verge of clinching a large bipartisan Senate vote for a major infrastructure deal. For several decades, the party out of power has steadily increased their tactical opposition to the new president, but the total lack of contact between a president and those minority leaders is entirely new.
Back on Jan. 23, 2017 -- his third full day in office -- Trump convened a group of bipartisan congressional leaders that included Schumer and Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), who was House minority leader at the time.
On the same date in 2009, President Barack Obama convened a similar meeting of Republican and Democratic leaders to begin discussions about his agenda, including an economic relief package meant to deal with the fallout of the financial sector's collapse.
George W. Bush did not wait to get sworn in as president. He went to the Capitol to meet with the top congressional leaders on Dec. 18, 2000, less than a week after the Supreme Court settled the incredibly close presidential election in favor of the Texas governor -- and Democrats brushed aside any talk of Bush's legitimacy as president.
"Let's put this campaign behind us. Let's find a way with which to begin working together," Senate Minority Leader Thomas A. Daschle (D-South Dakota) told reporters.
In 2021, with the pandemic in full swing, President Joe Biden did not gather the "Big Four" together until almost four months into office. But, having spent 36 years previously in the Senate, Biden had already hosted GOP senators at the White House, including 10 in late January who tried to broker (unsuccessfully) a bipartisan pandemic relief package.
Some Democrats have met Trump. On Tuesday Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) met privately with Trump to talk about the impact of his trade agenda on her state's economy, which is reliant on the auto industry and other manufacturing firms deeply impacted by tariffs.
That came after Whitmer's April meeting in the White House and ended up with her uncomfortably trying to hide from the press as Trump mentioned her, but she greeted him a few weeks later when he visited Michigan.
When Trump landed in California after wildfires ravaged the Los Angeles area, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) met the president at the airport. Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania), who has broken with his party on some issues and criticized "unhinged petulance" by Democrats during Trump's congressional appearance in March, visited the president at his Palm Beach resort earlier this year.
And some ceremonial events at the White House, such as the annual picnic for members of Congress, have included invitations to many Democrats.

Meetings between Trump and Democratic lawmakers, such as California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), have been few and far between. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Bush, who also lost the popular vote while eking out an electoral college margin in 2000, managed to forge good relations with key Democrats early on that led to substantial bipartisan support for his two major domestic policy initiatives.
Those victories, on massive tax cuts and new laws governing K-12 education, came with just as small a margin for error as today's narrowly divided Congress.
But these bipartisan huddles have not always produced such good political vibes, and Trump -- impeached twice by many of the same House Democrats still in office -- might view these meetings as pointless.
In 2009, when Republicans protested the size of the emerging Democratic relief program, Obama grew annoyed with the House GOP whip, Rep. Eric I. Cantor (R-Virginia).
"I won," he told Cantor. Democrats then passed a roughly $800 billion relief plan with no Republican votes in the House and just three GOP moderates in the Senate supporting it.
During his initial 2017 meeting with the bipartisan leadership, Trump spent 10 minutes at the top of the huddle claiming that he had actually won the popular vote because there were millions of illegal votes cast for Hillary Clinton. No verifiable study backed up that claim and it's commonly accepted that Clinton won by more than 2.8 million votes, with Trump's narrow wins in key swing states giving him the electoral college.
Biden's May 2021 gathering came two months after Democrats bulldozed their nearly $2 trillion pandemic relief program through without any GOP votes, and as they were negotiating what would become their 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, also passed with only Democratic votes.
McCarthy, who had voted against certifying the 2020 election after the Capitol attack on Jan. 6, 2021, faced questions about whether he considered Biden legitimate. He chose to go the traditional, courteous route and told reporters he was ready to work with the new president.
"I think that is all over with. We're sitting here with the president today," he said.
Such pleasantries are not happening this year, at least not so far. Schumer and Jeffries have not seen Trump in the White House since the morning of Jan. 20, when Biden hosted the traditional tea party with the new president and senior leaders of Congress.
Since then, Trump has pushed through executive orders and -- with Republican-only votes with the narrowest possible margins -- his massive taxes-border-health legislation.
In a statement provided to The Washington Post Tuesday, Schumer said that Trump's unilateral approach had not produced popular legislation and that he was risking even worse results later this year, politically and for the nation.
"It's dumb, it's shortsighted, and working families are the ones who get screwed. Sooner or later, they're going to have to face reality: you can't run the country by shutting out half of it," Schumer said.
Some Republicans sound as if they are looking forward to more traditional battles requiring Democratic support, so that the focus will not be on GOP-versus-GOP infighting.
"President Trump is fighting for the American people while the only thing Democrats are interested in is obstruction," Jackson said.
That doesn't make it sound like a dinner invitation will be coming so soon for Schumer or Jeffries -- which could make the critical fall negotiations even more fraught.
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Early Brief
The frozen Senate race against Susan Collins
The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: Democrats are growing frustrated with Gov. Susan Collins (R) in Maine.

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), walks into the Senate chamber in April 2024. (Haiyun Jiang/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica, Matthew Choi | 2025-08-06
Good morning, Early Birds. Please leave us a 5-star rating. Send tips to earlytips@washpost.com. Thanks for waking up with us.
In today's edition ... Democrats are growing frustrated with their governor in Maine ... Brazilian goods get hit with tariffs today ... House Republicans issue their Epstein subpoena ... but first ...
Democrats are looking to turn the possible congressional redistricting in Texas into an offensive opportunity, operatives with the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee tell us exclusively. The DLCC -- which is tasked with helping elect Democrats to state legislatures -- hopes to use the Texas debacle to raise money for and generate excitement around the state legislature races that will make or break future fights over redistricting.
Republicans' brazen redistricting plan continued unabated yesterday. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott asked the state's high court to remove a top Democratic lawmaker from office because he and dozens of other Democratic colleagues fled the state to block a GOP plan to redraw the state's congressional maps.
Patrick Marley, Hannah Knowles, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez and Molly Hennessy-Fiske have the latest on the escalating standoff, with Democrats like party Chair Ken Martin telling reporters this is a chance for the party to show they are "bringing a knife to a knife fight, and we are going to fight fire with fire."
The Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee's "Dems on Redistricting Offensive" represents the latest attempt by the party to turn Texas's redistricting plan into an opportunity. The Democrats' state legislature campaign arm recently called on all Democratic-controlled state legislatures to respond to Texas by starting a mid-decade redistricting of their own.
"The DLCC refuses to allow Republicans to rig the maps to keep themselves in power -- now or in future cycles to come," Heather Williams, chair of the committee, told us. "We know Texas is just the beginning of Republicans' playbook. The DLCC has the national strategy needed to win the larger redistricting battle, and step one is to win battleground majorities."
The new plan tracks with the work the committee has been doing -- focused on breaking divided control in states like Michigan, and chipping away at Republican control in Arizona, North Carolina and Georgia. And it hopes to put Democrats in the driver's seat in states in which legislatures create congressional maps, now and ahead of scheduled redistricting before the 2032 elections.
With all eyes on Texas, the effort -- which comes with a new website -- could allow the lower-profile committee to tap new Democratic donors and allies, bringing fresh attention to often overlooked state-level races.
	How Trump blunted the far-right furor over Jeffrey Epstein, report Clara Ence Morse and Cleve R. Wootson Jr.
	Democrats take off the gloves on redistricting -- but could it backfire? reports Karen Tumulty
	Trump to host leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan for peace talks at White House, reports Natalie Allison
	Public schools are closing as Arizona's school voucher program soars, reports Laura Meckler

Sen. Susan Collins is, by far, the most vulnerable Republican senator facing voters next year.
And yet, Democrats are grumbling about the campaign against her, with many waiting -- somewhat begrudgingly -- to see if Maine Gov. Janet Mills will challenge the five-term incumbent. That wait has essentially frozen the campaign against Collins, with multiple potential contenders standing by to see what the governor will do.
"We can't be wasting time in making the case for voters against Susan Collins, and right now that case is not being made in the best and most effective way possible, because of the governor's decision-making," a Democratic operative working in Maine told us.
Mills is currently the only elected Democrat in Maine with a proven ability to win statewide, having won both of her campaigns for governor handily. She is viewed in Maine as a centrist Democrat, but she burnished her progressive bona fides when she stood up to Trump over whether her state would comply with the president's executive order on trans athletes. "See you in court," she told Trump directly after the president called her out at a White House event.
While some Democrats see Mills as their best shot at defeating Collins, it's not clear what the governor herself wants to do.
Mills has said she doesn't have plans to run, but also has not ruled it out. She told Maine Public late last month that she is still undecided on whether to challenge Collins, but said she "wasn't born with a burning desire to be in Washington, D.C. -- any month of the year." Mills' initial timeline to make a decision was after the state's legislative session, but that ended weeks ago. (A top aide to Mills did not respond to our request for a comment on her plans.)
The anxiety around the governor is growing. Those complaining look at it this way: If Mills is going to run, she should start building her campaign now, using her statewide recognition and track record to start attacking Collins. But, they argue, if the governor isn't going to make a bid, she should say so, clearing the path for other Democrats to enter the race.
There was some hope among national Democrats that Rep. Jared Golden would challenge Collins, but he declined to run for Senate and is instead running for reelection. Ryan Fecteau, the speaker of the Maine House, and Cathy Breen, a former state senator, are both considering a possible bid, Democrats tell us. Dan Kleban, the owner of Maine Brewing Company, is "seriously considering" running if the governor does not run, a Democrat close to the brewery owner told us. And Aaron Frey, the attorney general of Maine, is likely to get in if Mills does not run, a Democrat close to the attorney general told us. All four either declined to speak with us or ignored interview requests for this piece.
Not all Democrats are waiting on Mills. There are a handful of Democrats running against Collins, including Jordan Wood, a former congressional staffer who grew up in Maine and launched a campaign earlier this year. Wood told us that it was "political calculation" for other Democrats to sit on the sidelines until Mills decides her next move.
"This is a time that if you believe there is as much at stake for our country and democracy at this moment and if you have a platform and a message to take to Maine voters, then go make it. Don't wait on another candidate's decision," Wood said, adding that he has "deep admiration for our governor" but plans to run even if she gets into the race. "Voters want time to consider their candidates."
Wood, who had raised over $1 million at the time of the last FEC filing and has held town halls across the state listening to voters, said he can't recall how many people he has met who tell him "they have voted for (Collins) in the past but cannot and will not do it again."
Even still, there are concerns among state Democrats that Wood -- and the other current candidates in the Democratic primary -- do not have the standing or name recognition necessary to defeat Maine's longest-serving senator.
"We need, as a party and as a state, to make a change at the Senate level, because that is our defense against the things Trump is trying to do against us statewide," said one top Maine Democrat. "We have only 16 months to make a change in what we are seeing at the national level, and we need to get that work started right now."
There is a simple reason Democrats are eager to get this campaign underway: Collins is on shakier ground than she has been in past races.
Her approval rating is not stellar; her argument that Senate seniority helps Maine has been largely upended by a president who routinely diminishes congressional power; and while she has taken some high-profile votes against Trump, the CQ VoteWatch for this Congress has found Collins has voted in line with Trump nearly 96 percent of the time. None of these will help her with Democrats or independents looking for leaders who oppose Trump.
Then there is the Trump of it all. While Collins has clearly been given some broad leeway by the National Republican Senatorial Committee to vote against the Republican president at times, Trump is not always willing to give her a pass. And that could weaken her standing with some Republican voters.
"Republicans, when in doubt, vote the exact opposite of Senator Susan Collins. Generally speaking, you can't go wrong," Trump wrote on Truth Social late last month, seemingly taking issue with the senator from Maine voting against his sizable tax and spending law and his bill cutting certain government programs.
"I cast each vote based on what is right for Maine and America," Collins said in a statement on the Trump missive. "Sometimes that means I agree with the president and sometimes I disagree."
Republicans argue that Collins remains the leading candidate in the race, and that she will be the favorite even if Mills jumps in.
"If Democrats convince Mills to make a run at being the oldest freshman Senator in American history, her record as a failed governor will be exposed," said Nick Puglia, a spokesperson for Senate Republicans' campaign arm, noting that Mills is 77 years old. "While Mills puts Mainers last, Susan Collins has always put Mainers first and will be reelected to continue delivering big wins for her state."
It's unclear what Mills will choose to do; top recruits often refuse their party's call to run (see Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp's decision not to enter the race against vulnerable Democrat Sen. Jon Ossoff, for instance). And even if Democrats get their preferred candidate in Maine, they'll face a difficult path to taking back the Senate. That's in large part what's generating all this angst over Mills' decision, and why Democrats are hoping the governor quickly enters the race -- or gets out of the way.
The Epstein subpoena is out. The House Oversight Committee is seeking Justice Department records from its investigation into Jeffrey Epstein. The request could spark conflict with the Trump administration, which has been trying to shut down interest in the case. The committee also subpoenaed several high-profile former Justice Department officials from the first Trump term and the Biden administration, as well as Bill and Hillary Clinton.
Oversight Chair James Comer gave the department until Aug. 19 to comply and gave other subpoenaed officials staggered deadlines through October.
Read more from Kadia Goba and Jeremy Roebuck.
The Trump administration's 50 percent tariffs on Brazilian goods go into effect today. It's a strikingly high levy on an important trading partner, which sends billions of dollars worth of energy and agricultural products to the U.S. each year (there are several tariff exemptions, including on energy). There's a decent chance the meat in your McNugget came from a Brazilian chicken.
What's notable about these tariffs is that they are largely politically driven. Trump explicitly named the country's prosecution of right-wing former president Jair Bolsonaro as a motivator for the tariffs. Bolsonaro is currently being prosecuted for attempting a coup d'etat in 2022 in an episode similar to the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. The administration also imposed sanctions on Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who is overseeing the case.
The Brazilian government, led by leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, has told the White House not to meddle in its domestic affairs, especially the independence of its judiciary.
Johnson City Press (Johnson City, Tennessee): Sunday's MLB Speedway Classic was a boon for communities around Bristol Motor Speedway; the baseball game inside a massive racetrack is expected to bring in around $100 million for the region.
The Blade (Toledo): With energy prices becoming a political issue -- we have highlighted how some national political groups have used the uptick against Trump and Republicans -- one Ohio paper highlights how, and why, prices are surging in the state.
Fort Worth Report (Fort Worth): Texas pastors are flexing their new political power after the IRS said religious leaders are allowed to endorse political candidates without risking their church's tax status.
Our colleague Hannah Knowles wrote an insightful story about Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker's (D) role in offering fleeing Texas Democrats safe harbor during their fight over redistricting. "Blue state leaders and potential 2028 presidential hopefuls across the country are channeling a base that expects them to jump into the confrontation and fight fire with fire," she wrote. What do you think of this strategy? Should Texas Democrats stay in the state to fight over redistricting, or, for our Democratic readers, is this the kind of fight you want to see? What do you think of Pritzker as a possible presidential candidate? Send us your thoughts at earlytips@washpost.com or at dan.merica@washpost.com and matthew.choi@washpost.com.
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Politics
Texas Democrats evacuated from Illinois hotel over potential bomb threat
"We are safe, we are secure, and we are undeterred," said caucus leaders after police searched the hotel where some of the lawmakers who had fled Texas were staying.

Texas House Minority Leader Gene Wu and other Democrats are in Illinois meeting with Gov. JB Pritzker and other party officials as they continue to block movement on redrawing their state's congressional map. (Erin Hooley/AP)


By Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Mariana Alfaro | 2025-08-06
ST. CHARLES, Ill. -- Democratic state lawmakers who left Texas to block a Republican plan to redraw the congressional map were evacuated from a suburban Chicago hotel Wednesday morning because of what police called a potential bomb threat.
The St. Charles, Illinois, police responded to a potential bomb threat at approximately 7:15 a.m. Central time at a hotel in the Chicago suburb, according to a statement by the department. The police, joined by the fire department and the Kane County Sheriff's Office bomb squad, conducted a search of the hotel and no device was found. Undersheriff Amy Johnson told The Washington Post that the officials cleared the scene two hours later. The St. Charles police said 400 people were evacuated and, after the search, all hotel guests and staff were allowed to return.
Texas House Minority Leader Gene Wu, along with the leaders of the state Mexican American and Black caucuses, said in a joint statement that all evacuated members are safe.
"This morning, a threat was made against the safety of the members of the Texas House Democratic Caucus. We are safe, we are secure, and we are undeterred," the Democrats said. "We are grateful for [Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker], local, and state law enforcement for their quick action to ensure our safety."
On Wednesday morning, a police vehicle blocked off a public trail leading toward the hotel where the lawmakers are staying. An officer stationed outside of the SUV told The Post the trail was closed.
Texas state Rep. John Bucy III (D) blamed Republicans for the incident, saying in a post on X that their rhetoric has endangered the Democratic lawmakers.
"This is what happens when Republican state leaders publicly call for us to be 'hunted down,'" Bucy said. "Texas Democrats won't be intimidated."
State Rep. Jolanda Jones (D) said she learned of the threat during an interview.
"I just don't understand why they're threatening to blow us up," she said, adding that notice of the threat was announced through the loudspeakers just before breakfast. "So of course I grabbed my stuff. ... People are in shambles. This is craziness to me."
The Texas lawmakers had tried to keep the location of where they were staying in Illinois from being made public over fears of harassment and threats. Most of the Texas Democrats who fled the state are in suburban Chicago, where they've been meeting with Pritzker and other party leaders.
A spokesperson for Pritzker did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the evacuation and on how state resources are being coordinated to respond. Spokespeople for the Illinois State Police also did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The Democratic lawmakers left Texas on Sunday to prevent Republicans from redrawing the congressional map to give themselves five more seats ahead of next year's midterm elections -- a move that came at President Donald Trump's urging. Their fleeing was met with immediate criticism from Republicans, who threatened to try to expel absent Democrats from their posts.
Gov. Greg Abbott (R) asked the state's high court Tuesday to remove Wu, arguing he had abandoned his job by leading dozens of his colleagues out of the state. That came a day after Texas House Republicans voted to issue civil arrest warrants for the Democratic lawmakers. Legal experts have questioned whether courts would go along with attempts to eject the Democrats from office, in part because Democrats can argue they are continuing to perform legislative duties like responding to constituents.
Rhetoric over the dispute has also escalated in recent days, with Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton vowing to "hunt down" the Democrats and Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) writing to Trump's FBI director, Kash Patel, to request that the agency "take any appropriate steps" to help Texas authorities arrest the Democratic lawmakers who left. Paxton is running to unseat Cornyn in the Republican primary for Cornyn's Senate seat next year, a race that is expected to be key to determining control of the chamber.
Trump, meanwhile, has said that the FBI "may have to" get involved in tracking down the Texas legislators who have left the state. The president defended Republicans' push to redistrict, saying Tuesday the GOP is "entitled" to redraw the maps to give themselves five more safe House seats. Republicans hold 25 of the state's 38 congressional districts.
Jones said the security threat only strengthens her resolve to stay away from Texas's special legislative session.
"This doesn't make me want to quit," Jones said. "If I were getting weak, this would make me stronger. ... They're literally not going to scare us. We've made hard decisions to leave our lives behind."
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Politics
Texas election map fight swells into national political warfare
The battle over Republicans' push to create more red U.S. House seats seats has widened, with red and blue states now moving to counteract each other.

Democratic National Committee Chair Ken Martin speaks during a news conference held by Texas Democratic lawmakers after leaving the state to deny Republicans the quorum needed to redraw Texas' 38 congressional districts, in Aurora, Illinois, Tuesday. (Tom Krawczyk/Reuters)


By Hannah Knowles | 2025-08-07
The fight over Republicans' push to redraw the Texas congressional map has widened into a national political war, with red and blue states moving to counteract each other and ambitious politicians around the country vowing aggressive partisan combat.
From California to New York, Democrats are pushing to redraw their state's maps to add more blue seats if Texas Republicans carve out five more red ones, as they are trying to do this month. Republicans from Missouri to Ohio have expressed interest in changing their U.S. House district lines to benefit the GOP, and Vice President JD Vance is headed Thursday to Indiana, another state that could boost his party.
Midterm candidates and potential 2028 presidential contenders are playing to their base and raising their profile while jumping into the fray. And President Donald Trump is weighing in, declaring this week that Republicans are "entitled" to redraw the maps in Texas.
Officials in both parties are embracing raw partisan tactics, with Democrats repeatedly promising to "fight fire with fire" despite some past opposition to gerrymandering. Some Democrats see the moment as an especially pivotal one for their leaders, who have struggled this year to convince the frustrated rank and file that they are pushing back hard enough against Trump.
"It's critically important for Democratic leaders to step up and meet the moment in a period where voters are looking for leadership," said Democratic consultant Joe Caiazzo. "If the current set of leaders cannot meet the moment, then voters will look to outside voices to fill that void."
"It appears that our leadership is ready for a fight," he added.
The Democratic posture was clear at a Tuesday news conference in Illinois, where a host of party leaders rallied to Texas Democrats' side after they left the Lone Star State in hopes of stopping the GOP effort to create five new safe red seats. Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, a potential 2028 presidential candidate who welcomed the Texas legislators to his state, called the fleeing lawmakers "heroes." Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton -- who is running for U.S. Senate in a competitive primary -- spoke at the event, too, saying that "nothing will be off the table" in responding to Republicans' moves in Texas.
"This is not the Democratic Party of your grandfather, which would bring a pencil to a knife fight," declared Democratic National Committee Chair Ken Martin. "This is a new Democratic Party. We're bringing a knife to a knife fight."
Texas state Senate Democrats stood beside dozens of state legislators at a news conference Wednesday in Boston as they warned that Republicans in other states would try to replicate the Texas GOP's redistricting move. Carol Alvarado, the Texas Senate Democratic Caucus leader, called the redrawing of the maps "Trump-mandering," a reference to gerrymandering.
"This is not a one-off. It's a blueprint. If we do not stop it now, they'll copy and paste it across the country," Alvarado said.
Democrats face significant hurdles in carving out more blue seats but have promised to try, arguing that Texas Republicans have forced their hand. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) -- who is facing a primary challenge -- said this week that "the gloves are off" and that she supports changing or disbanding the independent commission that draws congressional districts in her state.
"If Republicans are changing the rules, we'll meet them on the same field, with strategy, with resolve and without apology," Hochul wrote in an op-ed in the Houston Chronicle on Tuesday.

Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) speaks at a Feb. 20 news conference in New York. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


In California, potential 2028 presidential candidate Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has embraced retaliatory measures against Texas and said he supports asking voters this fall to approve new maps. Democrats in California have been discussing proposals to add five blue House seats, targeting Republicans including Ken Calvert, Darrell Issa, Kevin Kiley and David G. Valadao, according to four people familiar with the plans, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations.
Some Republicans have expressed misgivings about the redistricting war. Rep. Michael Lawler (R) -- who represents a New York swing district and could lose out if Democrats there change their lines -- said Tuesday on CNN that "I think it's wrong, what Texas is doing."
But many others have leaned into the fight -- and its political advantages.
In Texas, two GOP Senate candidates in a heated primary have adopted an aggressive tone toward Democrats who fled the state. Sen. John Cornyn (R), an incumbent facing skepticism from the party base, on Tuesday asked the FBI to "take any appropriate steps" to help Texas authorities arrest the absent Democrats. A few hours later, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton -- who is challenging Cornyn -- said he would go to court to remove the Democrats from office if they do not return by a Friday deadline set by the Texas House speaker.

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) at a dinner for Republican senators at the White House on July 18. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Cornyn suggested his rival was not moving fast enough.
"Why wait until Friday @KenPaxtonTX?" he taunted Tuesday night. "Are you worried that forcing Dems to return to Texas would ruin your European vacation?"
David Lavine, a GOP donor in Texas who opposes Cornyn, theorized that the senator's FBI letter was meant to boost his profile. He "wants to get some credit for being the white knight," Lavine said.
The FBI declined to comment on Cornyn's letter. Trump said Tuesday the agency "may have to" get involved in tracking down Democratic legislators.
A Friday deadline has also been set for Texas House Minority Leader Gene Wu (D) to respond to a lawsuit from Gov. Greg Abbott (R) requesting that the Texas Supreme Court remove Wu from office.
Paxton on Wednesday announced he was launching an investigation into former Democratic congressman Beto O'Rourke's organization, Powered by People, alleging unlawful activity including potentially operating a financial scheme to bribe Democrats who broke quorum and left Texas.
"The guy impeached for bribery is going after the folks trying to stop the theft of five Congressional seats," said O'Rourke spokesman Chris Evans, referencing Paxton, who was acquitted by the state Senate in 2023. "Let's stop these thugs before they steal our country."
Abbott also singled out O'Rourke, posting a screenshot online of a news report about O'Rourke's organization fronting lodging and transportation costs for fleeing Democrats. The report was part of his filing with the state Supreme Court, Abbott said.
Seth Tillman, an American law professor at Maynooth University in Ireland, cast doubt on Abbott's bribery claims, saying Democrats appeared to be engaged in ordinary political fundraising. It's unclear whether the state Supreme Court, which is made up entirely of Republicans, will take the case and, if it does, when or how it will rule.
Asked if Texas redistricting would be worthwhile if it were to trigger a Democratic response in California, Trump suggested he had no doubts. "Yeah, they'll do it anyway," he said.
Republicans could seek more political power in other states.
In Indiana -- where Vance is meeting with Republican leaders on Thursday -- Gov. Mike Braun (R) signaled openness to pursuing a redrawing of his state's congressional map, though he cautioned that no decisions have been made.

President Donald Trump speaks with Vice President JD Vance at the White House on Tuesday during an event regarding the 2028 Olympic Games. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Vance's office said the vice president plans to discuss a range of topics, without providing more detail. Braun said he plans to meet with Vance.
"Whatever we discuss there and if that topic comes up, it's exploratory. So, there's been no commitments made," Braun told reporters Tuesday.
Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Sabrina Rodriguez, Patrick Marley, Natalie Allison, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Marianna Sotomayor and Maeve Reston contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump ally Sen. Marsha Blackburn launches bid for Tennessee governor
Blackburn will not have to give up her seat during her campaign. She is the third senator this year to announce a gubernatorial bid.

Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee) becomes the third sitting senator this Congress to announce a gubernatorial bid. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-08-06
Republican Sen. Marsha Blackburn, an ally of President Donald Trump, announced Wednesday that she will  run for governor in Tennessee next year.
The announcement from the stalwart conservative was not surprising -- Blackburn, 73, has long entertained running to succeed Republican Gov. Bill Lee, who is term-limited. She told Fox News in January that she was "strongly considering" getting into the race. The Republican nominee will be heavily favored next year in a state Trump won by 30 points.
Blackburn centered the president in her campaign announcement, emphasizing her allegiance to him and promising to deliver his agenda to Tennesseans.
"In his first six months, President Trump has made historic strides in Making America Great Again, but as he sends power back to the states, he's going to need strong conservative governors who can bring that revolution home," Blackburn said in a statement. She followed that up with a campaign launch video that opened with images of Trump at a rally, surrounded by "Women for Trump" signs.
Blackburn has spent more than two decades in Washington after winning a House seat in 2002. She beat former Democratic governor Phil Bredesen in 2018 to win her Senate seat. She would be Tennessee's first female governor if she wins.
She will face Rep. John Rose  in the GOP primary.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has also talked about running for governor in Tennessee. Hegseth owns property outside Nashville, but his candidacy could be challenged because of a state law that requires candidates to live in Tennessee for seven years to run for governor. Hegseth's discussions about running were first reported last month by NBC News. His team has called the reporting "fake news."
Blackburn will not have to give up her seat to run for governor. She became the third senator this year to announce a gubernatorial bid, along with Sens. Michael Bennet (D-Colorado) and Tommy Tuberville (R-Alabama) -- a notable shift as some senators in both parties sour on Washington. They are the first sitting senators to run for governor since David Vitter, a Republican who unsuccessfully ran for governor of Louisiana in 2015. Ten House members are also leaving Congress to run for governor, although that's a more typical path.
Blackburn has confronted big-tech companies during her time in the Senate, drafting a bill with Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) to force social media companies to take steps to protect children. She also played a leading role in stripping language from the Republicans' tax legislation that would have barred states from regulating artificial intelligence for 10 years.
She has also proposed legislation to combat China's  influence on global affairs and most recently, sought to increase protections for  law enforcement officers after some Democrats said immigration enforcement officials should identify themselves when carrying out their duties.
In her video, Blackburn included familiar talking points from the political right, including a vow to provide a "world-class education for children by empowering parents, not the deep state." She also promised to deport undocumented immigrants "whether it takes planes, trains or starships," and to define "boys and girls the way God made them."
Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
Why Ms. Rachel is no Mister Rogers
Plus: How to fix air traffic control and more.

(Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-07
Regarding the Aug. 1 Style article "How Ms. Rachel built her neighborhood":
Undoubtedly, Rachel Griffin Accurso, better known as Ms. Rachel, is a kind, sensitive talent who well deserves the success of her appealing videos for children. Still, I wish she featured both a Palestinian child and an Israeli child who was taken hostage by Hamas. Accurso says she cares for all children. However, in only featuring a Palestinian child, she seemingly picked a side.
Like Accurso, I adored the comforting messages depicted by "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood." During a horrific divorce process, my little girls, who were 4 and 7, watched the show in rapt attention, and I joined them, never wanting it to conclude. When it inevitably did, I would assure my daughters that Mister Rogers would visit us the next day. (On Fridays, I would show them a calendar and point to Monday.) However, Rogers's decision to invite a man of color to join the talent of his show is in no way analogous to Accurso's decision to platform only one side of the horrifying Israel-Gaza war.
SaraKay Smullens, Philadelphia
It's disappointing that The Post chose to highlight Rachel Griffin Accurso, who has used her Ms. Rachel platform in ways that many feel promote an atmosphere of antisemitism.
In March, I posted a single comment on one of Ms. Rachel's Instagram posts, offering to speak with her about Israel and what I saw as inaccuracies in her messaging. That one comment led to hundreds of scathing public responses, as well as direct messages from users calling me a genocidal Zionist and Nazi, among other slurs.
Mister Rogers, whom Ms. Rachel is glowingly compared to in the article, didn't belong to a world of Instagram and TikTok. But even if he had, I doubt he would have taken sides in such a profoundly painful and complex conflict as the one occurring in Israel and Gaza.
Rabbi Yael Buechler, Bronx
The recent article about Ms. Rachel captured not only the power of both media and message, but also of the messenger and tone. My 11-month-old grandson is mesmerized by Ms. Rachel. Whenever I play her videos, he stops everything and sits motionless and unblinking. His parents use Ms. Rachel to calm him down when he is distraught. I suspect there are possible risks to infant exposure to TV and other electronic devices, including overstimulation and addiction, but your article reinforced my sense that the caring and neighborhood values championed by Ms. Rachel outweigh negative aspects of modern electronic media.
Glenn Kamber, Reston
In her Aug. 5 letter to the editor, "In defense of smoke-free tobacco," Moira Gilchrist, global chief communications officer of Philip Morris International, responded to Leana S. Wen's July 24 newsletter, "Do nicotine pouches have a public health benefit? It's complicated." In Wen's newsletter, she raised questions about whether smoke-free tobacco pouches are a ploy to "draw in a new generation of users."
Gilchrist wrote that Philip Morris International's marketing of smoke-free devices is no ploy in part because "Philip Morris International was the first major tobacco company to commit to ending cigarette sales." As evidence, she pointed to the fact that these products now account for "nearly half" of Philip Morris's net revenue globally.
What Gilchrist omitted is that while Philip Morris's revenue from smoke-free products has grown dramatically, net revenue from its cigarette sales has also grown. To investors, Philip Morris boasts about its "resilient" performance in the global cigarette market. It also brags that it is growing its smoke-free business even while it sustains that dominance.
In its most recent presentation to investors, net revenue from cigarette sales were up over 2 percent in the second quarter of 2025 and were up almost 6 percent in 2024. It also proudly proclaimed in its 2024 annual report that its share of the global cigarette market reached an all-time high and that Marlboro remains "the world's best-selling international cigarette." Those numbers might be a surprise to those who read Gilchrist's letter.
Matthew L. Myers, Washington
The writer is a former president of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.
Regarding the July 30 news article "Maxwell wants immunity, pre-submitted questions to testify for Congress":
There is a Federal Bureau of Prisons policy that usually prevents sex offenders from being housed in minimum-security facilities. Every sex offender is automatically considered to have a public safety factor that only an inmate's case manager or the bureau's Designation and Sentence Computation Center can remove after a careful review of their case.
Considering that Ghislaine Maxwell was convicted of recruiting many girls in the Jeffrey Epstein sex-trafficking investigation, there would seem to be no plausible justification for this transfer. The public deserves an explanation of the Bureau of Prison's reasoning.
Seth Wittner, Worcester, Massachusetts
The July 27 news article "A House panel must subpoena the Epstein files. Here's what to know.," should have mentioned the congressional nuclear option to compel compliance with a subpoena for Jeffrey Epstein's files and testimony. It's a power to physically detain or to fine the recusant until compliance is forthcoming, which is an authority that was unanimously upheld by the Supreme Court in McGrain v. Daugherty.
That precedent has been undisturbed for nearly a century. Congress, nevertheless, has mothballed inherent contempt authority in extra-constitutionally bowing to limitless presidential power.
Bruce Fein, Washington
The writer served as associate deputy attorney general under President Ronald Reagan.
I am a former senior subject matter expert to the Federal Aviation Administration's Joint Planning and Development Office, so I read the Aug. 2 editorial, "Air traffic controllers need a co-pilot. AI to the rescue?," with great interest. The Post is on the right track to what really could solve the disgraceful state of our nation's air traffic control system. But artificial intelligence is not the answer. It is merely a sophisticated controller decision support tool to today's antiquated, human-operated system. We need a system that employs today's technology, not technology that is decades old.
So, I propose a new system based on four-dimensional aircraft tracking, using spatial dimensions and adding time, and positive control of all aircraft by the national system.
Unlike human control, which is of course subject to human failures and limitations, or artificial intelligence, which only tries to improve on that faulty paradigm with better decision support tools, 4DT control is computational math based on the scientific principle that two objects (aircraft) cannot occupy the same space at the same time.
Suzette Matthews, Marshall
The Aug. 2 editorial, which argued that artificial intelligence should take over some duties of air traffic controllers, made a good deal of sense. However, I question the assumption that humans will always be necessary.
An AI system could begin issuing commands in parallel with human controllers without those commands having any effect. A data analysis could then look at discrepancies between the two and seek a resolution by modifying the AI system. When those discrepancies fell below some threshold, the AI commands could take control. And the system would then iterate, with more and more tasks being first simulated and then implemented. Eventually, such a system would be able to do many, if not most, tasks that humans currently do.
Will Vaughan, Chebeague Island, Maine
At one point during the National Transportation Safety Board hearings about January's deadly midair collision near Washington's Reagan National Airport, Lance T. Gant, the chief scientist and technical adviser for rotorcraft at the FAA, was asked whether requiring newer technologies for managing U.S. airspace was warranted. He almost said yes.
The FAA recognizes that some urban airspace is too complex to be managed by human pilots and human air traffic controllers, or will be soon.
EHang, which is a Chinese electric vertical takeoff and landing aircraft company, has developed an automated system to fly hundreds of their aircraft, in a crowded urban environment, without humans as either on-board pilots or air traffic controllers.
When I looked into the process of how to get an autonomous EHang aircraft, I was told that the FAA does not allow pilotless aircraft to operate in U.S. airspace, except for very limited exceptions.
The best possible outcome of the January aircraft crash would be for the FAA to continue testing these autonomous systems. Air safety demands a quantum leap in air traffic control.
Brian Scott, Colorado Springs
President Donald Trump recently reestablished the presidential fitness test, which ran from the late 1950s to 2013. Do you remember taking the test? Did it help you lead an active lifestyle into adulthood? What are your thoughts on its reimplementation? Share your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor: wapo.st/fitness-test
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Opinions
Hunger in Gaza has many authors, but Israel isn't one of them
Israel is doing something no nation has ever done: Feeding the population of the force that attacked it.

Palestinians return from a food distribution point in the central Gaza Strip on Aug. 2. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-08-07
On Tuesday, Israel delivered 1,829,520 meals to suffering Gazans through the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation -- a nongovernmental organization created this year, with U.S. support, to replace UNWRA, the corrupt, Hamas-infiltrated U.N. relief agency. That is enough to feed nearly the entire Gazan population.
Indeed, since May 26, the foundation reports that it has distributed at least 108 million meals in Gaza. According to the Israel Defense Forces' Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, Israel has facilitated the delivery of almost 1.9 million tons of international humanitarian aid to Gaza since the start of the war by land, sea and air -- including food, water, flour, baby formula, cooking gas, shelter and medical supplies.
Far from deliberate starvation in Gaza, Israel is doing something no nation has ever done, or even been expected to do: Feed the population of the aggressor force that attacked it while the war is still going on. "There is no historical precedent for a military providing the level of direct aid to an enemy population that Israel has provided to Gaza," John Spencer, chair of urban warfare studies at West Point's Modern War Institute, recently pointed out. The United States did not feed Germany and Japan while the war was going on; we forced their armies to surrender and then fed their populations.
Today, despite having been defeated militarily, Hamas refuses to surrender. Hamas fights on because it clearly doesn't care about the suffering of the people of Gaza. Indeed, the suffering is central to Hamas's strategy of survival, which is to weaponize images of Palestinian misery to build international pressure on Israel to stop its military campaign before Hamas is destroyed.
Unfortunately, that strategy is working. We see its success in the coverage by Western media outlets, such as the New York Times, which recently published a front-page photo of a Gazan mother holding her emaciated child to illustrate the suffering Israel was supposedly inflicting. It turned out the boy was suffering from "pre-existing health problems" affecting his brain and muscle development, the Times later acknowledged in an editor's note -- though it continued to report he "suffers from severe malnutrition." Of course, they failed to show his healthy, well-fed older brother, perhaps because his inclusion would have undermined that assertion.
We see the success of Hamas's strategy in the response of governments like France, Canada, Britain, Ireland, Spain and Norway, which have declared, in response to the international outcry Hamas has generated, that they will recognize a "State of Palestine" -- thus rewarding Hamas for the Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist attack and its refusal to release Israeli hostages.
This success is why Hamas is determined to stop Israel and the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation from delivering aid by systematically stealing it. The United Nations reports that, from May 19 to Aug. 4, a total of 2,545 trucks carrying aid entered Gaza. Of those, 2,310 -- or about 90 percent -- were "intercepted" (either by hungry people or armed actors) and 31,113 tons of aid was taken. As Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas) explained on the Senate floor, Hamas resells looted supplies on the black market allowing it "to rake in more than half-a-billion dollars in profit -- profits that fund Hamas's campaign of terror against Israel and its own people." Meanwhile hundreds of trucks have sat inside Gaza filled with undelivered aid, because the U.N. wouldn't distribute it -- and refused to let the Gaza Humanitarian Fund distribute it. Whose fault is that?
Who else is responsible for Gaza's suffering? Its neighbors. The normal way to get humanitarian relief to civilians in wartime is allow them to leave the conflict zone as refugees. For example, there are more than 5 million Ukrainian refugees in Europe. Poland has taken in nearly 1 million, while Germany has accepted 1.2 million. During the civil war in Syria, more than 4.2 million civilians fled that conflict, taken in by Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and other neighboring countries.
It would be easier to feed Gazan civilians if they were in safe third countries. But Gaza's neighbors refuse to allow its civilian population to flee. Jordan's King Abdullah II declared at the start of the war: "No refugees in Jordan, no refugees in Egypt." Indeed, Egypt's response to the suffering of the Gazan people has been to reinforce its border wall with Gaza. They claim it is because Israel might not allow them to return. But the real reason is that they do not want to import Gaza's problems. Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi admitted as much, when he pointed out that accepting Gazan refugees risks bringing in Hamas operatives, which could use Egypt as a base for terrorist attacks.
Of course, there is a policy of deliberate starvation in Gaza. It is being carried out by Hamas, which last week released photos of two emaciated Israeli hostages. The brother of one of the hostages told the U.N. Security Council this week, "As my younger brother, a living skeleton, was forced to speak and dig his grave, the chubby and well-fed hand of a Hamas terrorist entered the frame. Suddenly, Hamas confirmed what we have known for months -- the terrorists have plenty of food. The only ones starving in Hamas's tunnels are the hostages."
To lay the blame for this situation at Israel's feet, rather than on Hamas, requires a stunning level of moral blindness -- which apparently is plentiful when it comes to what is happening in Gaza.
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Opinions
What's really depressing America's young men 
The U.S. has two overlapping problems: the housing crisis and despondency in young men.

(Danielle Kunitz/The Washington Post; iStock) 


By Rahm Emanuel | 2025-08-07
The United States today is engaged in two conversations that appear, at first blush, to be entirely unconnected.
The first focuses on men and boys. As Richard Reeves, founder of the American Institute for Boys and Men, has highlighted, younger-generation American males are increasingly despondent. The stereotype is of young men perpetually playing video games in their parents' basements, too depressed and shut in to ask women out. But such exaggeration shouldn't eclipse the broader and more subtle reality. You don't have to be an incel to believe that the "system" is fundamentally broken and rigged against your success.
Separately, city and state leaders everywhere are focused on the housing crisis -- specifically homeownership. Rents are too high, and even the most ordinary houses are astronomically expensive. Zoning is exclusive, interest rates are too high and the legacy of redlining lives on. Worse, new home construction has dropped to a five-year low. We're not building enough homes to keep up with demand, and even if we were, those just starting off wouldn't be able to comfortably afford them.
These patterns are two sides of the same coin. Just 30 years ago, the median age of first-time home buyers was 28. Today, it's 38. In 2000, the typical price of a single-family home was three times a family's annual income -- today, it's six times. The effects are clear: In Germany and Spain, where real estate prices have climbed more modestly over the past 30 years, the percentage of young adults who report regularly experiencing worry, sadness and anger has largely remained steady. In the United States, however, where home prices have risen 85 percent, a full third of young adults now report a sense of despondency.
This is, of course, a problem for all Americans -- men and women alike. But, unpopular as it may be to say in some quarters of my party, the crisis affects one gender with particular potency. Like it or not, American men are still raised to believe that their role is to act as providers and protectors. And when men whose self-worth is tied up in that aspiration realize they'll never be able to buy a home, they're bound to feel shame and anger.
The American Dream can't live up to its name when only a tenth of the population has a shot at it. The dream has become unaffordable and inaccessible in a way that Democrats should declare unacceptable. Democrats talk all the time about democracy being on the ballot. But the solution won't be found only in registering more voters or making mail-in balloting universal. The problem is that real generation-over-generation prosperity is harder to achieve today. This shouldn't be some mystery: American democracy became unstable at almost exactly the same time the American Dream became unaffordable. And because that's not a coincidence, we need to tackle the homeownership challenge head-on.
This isn't a marketing problem. It's not just a matter of Democrats finding our own Joe Rogan, or making better use of TikTok, or using more "authentic" language. Of the necessities for which prices keep rising -- gasoline, groceries, health care -- housing is first among equals. And if Democrats want to save our democracy while simultaneously fighting against economic inequality, we need to address the primary source of half the country's humiliation and anger.
This challenge didn't emerge overnight. To understand its roots, look no further than the 2008 financial crisis. As the mortgage bubble burst, millions of families lost their homes explicitly because Wall Street had rigged the system. And yet the bankers who participated in the rigging demanded their annual bonuses -- and in most cases received them.
As White House chief of staff under President Barack Obama, I advocated for Old Testament justice. I wanted to hold the bankers who sold liar loans accountable. But my arguments on a Saturday afternoon in the Roosevelt Room were overruled, perhaps wisely, so that Democrats could first pursue health care reform. Though we later instituted the Dodd-Frank financial reforms, no one ever went to prison -- adding insult to injury. You can draw a straight line from that outrage to the tea party and, eventually, to the candidacy of  Donald Trump, who promised to be an instrument of "your justice [and] retribution."
If there's any silver lining to the housing crisis, it's that, unlike so many of our national challenges, it's solvable. Unlike the rise of China, or the specter of AI, or the scourge of global climate change, we don't need a new batch of policy tools or institutions to help working-class families purchase their first homes. We've done this before.
A century ago, mortgages were unaffordable to the broad mass of potential buyers. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal responded by engineering a system that made 30-year fixed-rate loans that amortized the principal accessible to most home buyers -- an effort that then evolved to encompass Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Not long thereafter, the government enacted the GI Bill for World War II veterans. Details of the housing market are different today, but the fundamentals are the same. So let's apply the lessons.
First, much as we treat veterans as a population apart when it comes to home-buying, we should treat first-time home buyers as their own class. To make it easier for them to reach that first crucial rung on the ladder to economic prosperity, we should reinstitute the Obama administration's $8,000 homebuyer's tax credit, triple it to reflect present market conditions and index the benefit to inflation. Second, we should explore ways to make it possible for first-time home buyers to take out mortgages at favorable interest rates.
Third, in learning from the recent successes Texas and California have had with state-level reforms making land cheaper and zoning more streamlined, we should champion federal policies that incentive housing production. Texas now allows housing on land zoned for commercial use statewide; California just enacted a bill making infill housing much easier to construct. As Sens. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) and Tim Scott (R-South Carolina) have proposed, the federal government should be rewarding states and localities that embrace supply-side solutions.
Tackling homeownership head-on is poised to be the ultimate example of how good policy turns out to be good politics. As data expert David Shor found in his analysis of the 2024 presidential race, the best moment of Kamala Harris's campaign coincided with the decision to air television spots focused on housing costs. Today, the stock market is near an all-time high, CEOs are paid nearly 300 times the wage of average workers, and the uber rich are building personalized spaceships. Yet young couples can't afford a down payment for their first home.
The vast majority of Americans once believed they could enter the middle class by working hard and playing by the rules. Now, a burgeoning percentage of young people feel as though they're running in place and getting nowhere fast. The hope of owning a little slice of the future is woven deeply into our national psyche. And the Democratic Party's success hinges on our ability to enable men, in particular, to realize that hope and ensure their own success.
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The Post's View
Bring back the presidential fitness test
Kids need recess and gym. Exercise and diet are required to reverse the childhood obesity epidemic.

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump's announcement last week that he will reinstate the presidential fitness test provoked some predictable groaning, and not unreasonably. On their own, physical fitness tests -- once the bane of many children in school gymnasiums -- would be more of a performative gesture than a real public health campaign to tackle the childhood obesity epidemic.
But it is wrong to dismiss the idea entirely. The president's focus on the health of America's children is welcome, especially if it draws added attention to the need for more school time devoted to physical activity.
A study published last month found that the percentage of children with obesity rose from 19 percent in 2008 to 23 percent in 2023, continuing a trend that has persisted for decades. Meanwhile, more than 1 percent of children in 2023 had "extremely severe obesity," a 250 percent increase from the start of the study. The startling finding can partially be attributed to the coronavirus pandemic, which greatly exacerbated inactive lifestyles.
The consequences of this health threat are hard to overstate.  Obesity increases the risk of heart disease, diabetes and several types of cancers, which together kill more than 1 million Americans a year. Among young people, it is also associated with low self-esteem, anxiety and depression. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that obesity-related medical care costs reached upward of $173 billion in 2019 dollars.
Proponents of fitness tests often cite the difficulty  military recruiters have  finding volunteers who can meet the physical requirements. In fact, that goes to the core of why the presidential fitness test first came into being. In the 1950s, studies showing that young Americans performed far below international peers convinced President Dwight D. Eisenhower that regular physical tests were necessary. His immediate successor, John F. Kennedy, was even more passionate about the issue. He wrote an open letter in Sports Illustrated in 1960 promoting fitness tests to combat the rise of the "soft American," which he warned could "strip and destroy the vitality of a nation."
In the decades that followed, the tests became a mainstay in public education, typically consisting of a range of activities including sit-ups, pull-ups, sit-and-reach, shuttle runs and a 1-mile run. That lasted until 2012, when the Obama administration phased out the tests in favor of a voluntary program that focused more holistically on childhood health, including individual fitness goal setting and nutrition, rather than one-time tests in which students competed against one another.
There is little evidence the fitness tests did much to improve children's health, which should be unsurprising. Public health experts emphasize that a combination of lifestyle changes is needed to make kids healthier, including improved nutrition as well as regular exercise. That means limiting sugary drinks and processed foods as well as getting children to participate in at least 60 minutes of vigorous activity a day. One or two annual fitness tests are not going to make that a reality.
But Trump's executive order could be useful to promote those goals, especially in terms of compiling school-level data that can help guide districts that have been falling short. The president's task force devising the new test should consider thinking even bigger than just testing children on their ability to perform physical tasks. For example, can the fitness diagnostic measure how much time children spend sitting down during an average day? Can it track what students in a school are eating, on average?
The president's task force ought to be careful to avoid fat-shaming or humiliating children, which might cause antisocial behavior and make them less likely to work out as adults. Instead, the purpose should be to inform school officials on what they can  do to promote healthy behaviors. For example, information on  inactive time could pressure schools to rethink their schedules.
Many schools have restricted recess time to less than 20 minutes a day. Some have eliminated it. Ending recess is a recipe for children acting out, struggling to focus in the classroom and becoming obese. If the school day needs to be lengthened to allow for gym class and outdoor play time, so be it.
Unfortunately, the White House has not always backed up its rhetoric with action. In recent weeks, the administration froze billions of dollars in federal education funding, including for after-school programs and teacher training. It reversed course only after backlash from GOP senators.
Nevertheless, the president's instinct to promote childhood health is correct. Active adults tend to learn their habits in childhood. Fitness tests, if implemented wisely, can help make that happen.
Post Opinions wants to know: Do you remember taking the presidential fitness test? Did it help you lead an active lifestyle into adulthood? What are your thoughts on its reimplementation? Share your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor: wapo.st/fitness-test
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Opinions
How Apple could send democracy to the spam folder
An iPhone update threatens to upend public opinion research.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Patrick Ruffini | 2025-08-07
Patrick Ruffini is a co-founder of Echelon Insights, a research and analytics firm.
By the time 2028 rolls around, high-quality polling of the presidential race may prove very hard to come by. And it won't be because of a natural evolution in how Americans take polls -- something we pollsters are all too familiar with -- but because of a switch that's set to be flipped next month at Apple headquarters in Cupertino, California.
Apple's new mobile operating system, iOS 26, includes a new feature designed to curb unwanted spam calls and text messages. It will do so by segregating texts that come from outside a recipient's contacts into an unknown senders screen, where they are likely to languish unchecked. For unknown callers, the phone will automatically respond on users' behalf to request more information before asking if they would like to pick up.
Many will cheer the likely disappearance of political fundraising texts and robocalls around election season. But not all "unknown sender" messages are created equal. The collateral damage from this update is likely to include local businesses -- like those that text you to confirm a dinner reservation or doctor's appointment -- and legitimate survey research, encompassing everything from political polls to public health surveys from government agencies.
Good polling is built around the idea of probability sampling, where everyone in the population has an equal chance of being included in the survey. That means reaching out to potential respondents using the most ubiquitous technology currently in use. For a long time, this was the landline telephone. In the golden age of polling, you could call people on their home phone, and roughly one-third of people you called would not only pick up but also complete the survey.
As Americans switched to mobile phones, so too did the polling industry. The vast majority of phone-based research now happens on mobile devices. In the past few years, the industry has further adapted by shifting to text messaging. Response rates are not what they once were -- fewer than 100 outreach attempts now result in a completed survey -- but this form of polling is still the best bet for making sure that the broadest possible segment of the public gets their say.
The industry has been partly disrupted by the rise of internet surveys, which are cheaper. But most of these surveys are opt-in, meaning anyone can sign up online to take them. With a lot of quality control, such polls can be made representative of the broader public and are a viable alternative. But panels often lack coverage at the state and local levels, where most elections happen. And election polling has been flooded by a slew of low-quality online surveys.
Shutting down phone and text message polling, as iOS 26 seems poised to do, would have an immediate and disruptive effect on high-quality polls conducted by institutions like the New York Times and Siena College, NBC and the Wall Street Journal, and NORC at the University of Chicago. The Post uses text messages for some of its in-house polling along with live phone calls, while its partner SSRS recruits participants for text-based polls using different methods as well.
Local polling could all but disappear, as it becomes impossible to get enough people to tap over to their unknown senders screen. The past few years have seen a precipitous decline in local news, including investigative journalism that held politicians accountable. Without a reliable way of measuring local opinion, holding elected officials to account will become that much harder.
When Congress first acted to protect consumers from unwanted telemarketing messages -- the Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991 -- it exempted survey research from many of its requirements. This exemption was further upheld with the creation of the National Do Not Call Registry in 2003. Why? Because policymakers recognized that bona fide survey research, by definition unsolicited, was in the public interest in a way that sales and marketing aren't. And by far, the best way to do this research is to reach out to any citizen through the most widely used messaging platforms available.
Polling texts and calls are a vanishingly small share of all messaging traffic. They do not seek to inflame partisan passions, engaging Democrats and Republicans at what we hope are equal rates. They play an essential role in surfacing what voters actually think, at any level of government.
One can support the goal of stemming the flood of election season texts while still being skeptical of any one company trying to be the traffic cop for political and civic speech. Third-party verification platforms like 10DLC and Campaign Verify can separate legitimate senders from bad actors in ways that still allow polling outreach. Major mobile players like Apple and Android could enshrine Congress's historical protections for bona fide research in their own user agreements. And AI could be used to allow legitimate polling calls and texts to go through, while filtering out fraud and scams.
Whenever Big Tech has waded into the political speech wars, it has not ended well. And in this case, Apple does not seem to be paying heed to a decades-long consensus that there's a public interest in allowing public opinion to be measured accurately. Yes, pollsters' ability to reach voters will continue to evolve -- and may do so in ways that make it harder for us pollsters to gather representative samples. But whether that happens should be up to mobile users themselves, not the whims of Big Tech.
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Opinions
Trump wants to close trade deficits. Be careful what you wish for.
Trump says tariffs are needed to close trade deficits. He should be careful what he wishes for.

A man at work in a factory in Shelbyville, Tennessee, on May 6. (Kevin Wurm/For The Washington Post)


By Dominic Pino | 2025-08-07
Dominic Pino is the economics editor and Thomas L. Rhodes fellow at National Review and host of the American Institute for Economic Research podcast "Econception."
We're familiar at this point with the "America First" justification for tariffs: The United States has a large trade deficit in goods, and this is bad because it means American jobs to make those goods went abroad. Foreigners then take the dollars from selling us those imports and buy up the U.S. out from under Americans. The U.S. needs tariffs to solve this deficit and turn it into a surplus.
By now, you're probably also familiar with the free-trader case against raising prices and distorting markets with tariffs to address this supposed "trade deficit" problem. In "The Wealth of Nations," Adam Smith wrote that "nothing ... can be more absurd than this whole doctrine of the balance of trade."
But it's also worth pointing out that it's just as easy to make a nationalist case against trade surpluses.
As it stands, nationalists already don't like the trade surplus the U.S. does have. They demean jobs in finance and tech as unmanly and hold intangible products to be less vital than tangible ones, even though the U.S. services trade surplus is nearly $300 billion.
There are also many real-world examples of excessive exports coming under attack as the unpatriotic policy that prioritizes foreigners. In 2023, the government of Narendra Modi in India prohibited the export of most kinds of rice as a domestic political play to lower rice prices. Even before the ban, the Indian government was taxing rice exports at 20 percent, a kind of reverse tariff. Argentina has long taxed its beef and crop exports for similar reasons. In the U.S., almost all crude oil exports were banned for decades as a flag-waving declaration of "energy independence" from foreign suppliers.
But what if nationalists achieved their model economy, one led by exports of durable goods by durable men? I'm skeptical they'd enjoy it as much as they believe they would.
Take Germany, which runs a trade surplus with the rest of the world. Last year, it was about $250 billion, and the share of Germany's workforce employed in manufacturing is roughly double America's. It sounds like Germany has achieved President Donald Trump's ideal.
But having a trade surplus doesn't necessarily mean more domestically sourced products. Germany also has a highly globally integrated economy, and imports equaled 38 percent of Germany's gross domestic product last year. Imports only equaled 14 percent of U.S. GDP last year. So despite Germany's trade surplus and America's large trade deficit, Germany imports almost three times as much as the U.S. does relative to the size of the economy.
That means not only is the German economy less "self-sufficient," but German workers are laboring to produce more for foreigners -- including Americans, since the U.S. had an $84.8 billion goods trade deficit with Germany last year. What's nationalist about sending the fruits of your labor abroad?
Germany sustains its trade surplus year after year because German companies underpay their workers. As Professor Andreas Busch of the University of Gottingen has explained about the German political economy, the export-heavy economy is "rooted in a consensus between employers and trade unions to exchange non-maximisation of wage proceeds for a guarantee of safe employment." Can you imagine the nationalist-populist outcry in the U.S. if employers and unions were colluding to keep wages down for the sake of selling more stuff to foreigners?
Japan and South Korea both have trade surpluses with the U.S., and cars made by companies from those two countries have been a persistent flash point for Trump. But from a nationalist perspective, Japan and South Korea should be alarmed that some of their largest companies are reliant on foreign sales, rather than domestic consumers, for their continued success.
One person who believes this to be true about Japan and South Korea is Trump himself. His entire theory of why he has leverage over those countries in trade negotiations is that they depend on exports to the U.S., so he can dictate the terms to them. If the U.S. had a trade surplus, wouldn't other countries be able to dictate their trade terms to the U.S.?
Meanwhile, not only do top South Korean and Japanese companies sell far more cars in the U.S. than they do in their home countries, but they also invest billions of dollars in the U.S. to build state-of-the-art factories that Japanese and South Koreans will never work in. According to nationalists, shouldn't they be investing that money in good-paying jobs in Japan and South Korea instead of sending capital abroad to make American workers and car buyers better off?
You can play this game all day. Mercantilist logic is infinitely malleable, and it produces a surplus of the absurdity that Smith was talking about way back in the 1700s. The truth is that voluntary trade makes both sides better off, and the balance of trade is an accounting convention that is irrelevant to overall economic health.
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The Post's View
RFK Jr. is slandering mRNA technology. Americans will bear the cost.
Canceling research will slow lifesaving innovation and increase U.S. vulnerability to pandemics.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks at the Department of Health and Human Services in D.C. on July 29. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-07
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s decision to cancel almost $500 million in contracts for projects to develop vaccines using mRNA technology underscores perhaps the greatest harm that he might inflict on the nation with his anti-vaccine ideology.
The disparagement of existing immunizations by the health and human services secretary is dangerous on its own, in that it might persuade people to forego recommended shots and reduce herd immunity against diseases. But potentially even worse are the impacts that will be harder to see: the diseases that public health officials won't be able to fight because of the lifesaving innovations he is cutting short.
Kennedy's resistance against mRNA vaccines is without evidence. In fact, the technology -- which instructs the body's cells to produce a harmless bit of virus that is then used to train the immune system, as opposed to using weakened or dead versions of a virus -- delivered arguably the most important achievement of President Donald Trump's first term: the production of effective vaccines against the novel coronavirus within the span of a few months. Such speed was practically unheard-of in biomedical research. Thanks to the urgency created by Operation Warp Speed, the federal government was able to mount an impressive vaccination rollout that boosted the population's immunity to the coronavirus just when it was needed.
As with any medical treatment, these vaccines were not perfect. In very rare instances among adolescents, they resulted in a serious side effect known as myocarditis, or inflammation of the heart muscle. Their effectiveness also waned over time as the coronavirus mutated, as is the case with vaccines for other respiratory diseases. But there can be no doubt: These vaccines saved millions of lives.
Kennedy absurdly claimed in a video statement that "mRNA vaccines don't perform well against viruses that infect the upper respiratory tract." He further claimed that a single mutation in a virus can render vaccines "ineffective." He even went so far as to argue that this effect "encourages" mutations and could "prolong" a pandemic.
This is just plain wrong, as the covid pandemic demonstrated. The effectiveness of mRNA coronavirus vaccines against infection might have diminished over time, but they continued to protect people against severe illness over the course of multiple strains. In fact, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention continued to recommend the shots for vulnerable populations for that reason, and manufacturers updated boosters to combat new strains.
Giving up on this game-changing technology will slow down scientific innovation, leaving Americans more vulnerable to diseases. Kennedy just canceled or altered 22 mRNA projects that were supported by the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority. On the chopping block are vaccine developments for several respiratory illnesses. That includes a project to defend the country against the H5N1 bird flu virus, which scientists warn could spiral into a deadly pandemic if someone contracts it while also infected with the seasonal flu virus.
And that's just the beginning. Researchers are eager to deploy mRNA technology against a slew of other hard-to-tackle pathogens, from hepatitis C to HIV to malaria. There are even efforts to use this approach to activate the immune system to attack cancer cells and to treat other genetic diseases. Some scientists have suggested this research could also be essential for national security, as it might help defend against attacks from biological weapons.
Calling Kennedy's latest actions shortsighted understates the gravity of his slander. Americans will bear the cost of his rejection of science.
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Letters to the Editor
I'm a Republican who didn't vote for Trump. I was wrong.
Plus: Readers on sharks, the Federal Reserve and difficult decisions facing police officers.

(Cornell Watson/for The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-06
I am a registered Republican. And like many others, I didn't vote for Donald Trump. His tone and rhetoric alarmed me.
But in hindsight, much of what Trump has done, particularly in his foreign policy, has turned out to be effective.
Realizing my mistake set me thinking about a question I've pondered my whole life: What does it mean to be smart?
My definition of intelligence has evolved with my age. In high school and college, I thought it meant getting good grades. Later, it became about making money. Now, in my 70s, I question those ideas. I've come to believe that intelligence is not about credentials or conventional success.
Writing articles or reading expert opinions doesn't automatically make you wise. Book knowledge is valuable, but it's not the whole story.
There's another kind of intelligence: intuitive, instinctive, often unspoken. Trump calls it his "gut."
Growing up in Afghanistan, I was fascinated by how village elders would resolve complex conflicts over land, water, family disputes, even killings. Their sense of justice wasn't taught in classrooms but born from lived experience. Their decisions often brought resolutions that government officials could never deliver. Watching them taught me that real wisdom is rooted in empathy, experience and, yes, gut instinct.
When Trump ordered the strike on Iran's nuclear sites, it didn't spiral into catastrophe. It didn't trigger a new Middle East war. In fact, it might have shortened one. Tehran has yet to deliver a significant retaliation, and time will tell how it unfolds. But so far, Trump's "gut" has held.
Maybe what I was searching for all along wasn't just intelligence -- it was wisdom. The kind that village elders showed in my youth. The kind that doesn't always speak in polished language but delivers real results. At first, I dismissed it in Trump. But now, I understand its power.
I didn't vote for Trump. And I was wrong.
Wahab Raofi, Foothill Ranch, California
President Donald Trump's Friday firing of the commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics for publishing inconvenient economic numbers sets up an inadvertent performance test for candidates who wish to lead the Federal Reserve Board. If none of them express public support for the independence and integrity of economic statistics, then they demonstrate a level of fealty to the president and lack of judgment that make them unsuitable for the job.
Jesse Abraham, Washington
Basic statistics, such as the market index, are supposed to be independent of politics.
The Federal Reserve was designed this way, with governors of its board serving 14-year terms, thus outlasting administrations. The Bureau of Labor Statistics is also independent and impartial by design. President Donald Trump is wrong to fire anyone from either: This punitive action could destroy their independence, calling the accuracy of the numbers they produce into question. Barring health reasons, all labor statistics chiefs should stay at their post for the duration of their full four-year term. Democracy is frail enough as it is.
Peter Hutchinson, Gaithersburg
As a lifelong Democrat and a former member of a labor union, I supported Kamala Harris in the 2024 election. But the election was a debacle, and the party refuses to acknowledge this basic truth. Our "brand" is clearly damaged, and we appear in disarray. Yet I keep receiving requests from the Democratic National Committee, ostensibly from Harris, requesting donations.
My continuing response, admittedly to an automated system, is that I will not make any donations until Democrats accomplish two critical actions. They must conduct, and then publish, the results of a thorough and objective postmortem of the 2024 Democratic presidential campaign that identify major reasons we didn't prevail. Additionally, they must outline a set of policy positions and strategies to address those shortcomings and plot a course for success in 2028.
As the saying goes, doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different outcome is the definition of insanity. We have already lost twice to Donald Trump; we don't need a trifecta with a similar opposition candidate in 2028. I believe that the party's tilt to the left contributed significantly to the 2024 loss, even as Joe Biden's tack to the middle in 2020 proved successful. I think the way forward lies through the center of the electorate.
Richard Epstein, Arlington
As a retired lieutenant, former homicide supervisor and 10-year member of the D.C. police's Force Investigation Team, I read the Aug. 4 Metro article "Officer found liable in 2020 shooting" with interest. I was shocked by the jury's finding as well as the mother's statement that he had played with guns before but "never hurt no one."
I was reminded of a day when my partner and I were driving in Northeast Washington. I spotted a teenager with a pistol in his hand, yelling up the street at someone.
I stopped the car. We both got out and took cover, drawing our firearms and yelling at the boy to drop the gun. He stopped and looked at us, not initially comprehending that these two White guys in ties were the police. I yelled: "Police! Drop that gun!"
He dropped the gun from his hand, and it clattered to the sidewalk. Thank God he did.
I am so thankful I did not shoot, but I was very close.
He was 17 years old and had a BB pistol (also illegal) that I, until I examined it closely, thought was the real deal. Instead of arresting him, we did a contact form, recovered the BB pistol and took him home to talk to his mother. We explained to her what happened and how close it was to becoming a tragedy. She was more than skeptical. As we left, she asked, "Can he have his gun back?"
These comments and the verdict demonstrate the community's ambivalence toward gun possession, despite the danger to officers and the public. A senior investigator was killed recovering a discarded firearm that had been possessed illegally. This verdict, and other use-of-force incidents, such as the violence interrupter who passed out behind the wheel of a crashed car with a firearm next to him, created community outrage over the responding officers' actions.
How does the city expect D.C. police officers to address gun violence if gun possession is so common and the illegal possession of a firearm no longer constitutes a threat?
Nick Breul, Washington
The writer is president of the Washington, DC, Metropolitan Police Memorial and Museum.
The Aug. 1 Style article "A push for the granddaddy of all '-gates' to get a museum" brought to mind the power couples residing in the Watergate complex during the 1980s. There were Elizabeth and Bob Dole, and also Elizabeth Taylor, the Hollywood icon, married to John W. Warner, a Republican senator from Virginia. The Warners were the first Watergate residents to cleverly combine two adjacent apartments into one considerably commodious unit (superbly suited for influential entertainment of the prestigious and powerful).
I know because I was the project manager of that renovation. I was hired  by the Warners through William P. Lipscomb Co. general contractors, the "society builder" of the city at the time.
Warner cut a formidable figure. He was a man of polished purpose who projected a gruff but graceful gravitas. Yet his wife left the stronger impression. Yes, her eyes were indeed violet (and disarming), but it was her graciousness and her universally courteous, thoughtful nature that struck one the most.
She greeted and addressed our carpenters and laborers with a genuine warmth and kindness. She frequently brought us  treats of milk and cookies. This was all remarkable in light of her fame and familiarity with royalty, dignitaries and celebrities. As the saying goes, "They don't make them like that anymore." And perhaps that is so, considering our current culture of callous, crass and crude character.
Rocky Semmes, Alexandria
Regarding Lindsay L. Graff's Aug. 3 Opinion essay, "A half-century after 'Jaws,' the truth is clear":
"Jaws" might have helped popularize the fear of sharks, but that fear was present in American culture before 1975. Graff cited the 1916 New Jersey attacks but framed them as isolated events. In fact, they triggered national panic, drew a White House response and remained culturally resonant for decades. When "Jaws" came out in 1975, the image of a ferocious shark was already entrenched in American culture. Sharks had appeared as art on the nose of warplanes, in pulp media and even in the 1972 arcade game "Killer Shark," which appears briefly in the movie. Steven Spielberg simply dramatized this fear.
Also, Graff's assertion  that you're more likely to be bitten by a squirrel than a shark" is flawed. For one, it ignores the frequency of ecological exposure. Most people encounter squirrels daily; very few swim in waters populated by large, potentially dangerous sharks. And among the hundreds of shark species just three -- great white, bull and tiger sharks -- account for nearly all recorded human fatalities. Likewise, though  it's alarming that an estimated 100 million sharks are killed annually, Graff obscured the actual cause: industrial fishing, bycatch, and global demand for fins and meat. This has little to do with media portrayals of sharks.
Herein lies the real challenge: Most large coastal sharks are terrifying for good reason. They are powerful, fast, opportunistic predators, and under the wrong conditions, they will attack unlucky humans, sometimes viciously, with life-altering or fatal results. But this reality isn't incompatible with conservation. It makes it more urgent. These animals are apex predators essential to ocean health, and many species are in serious decline because of human activity. The public deserves an honest, factual pitch to save sharks. But we won't earn their trust by trading fear-based myths for moral theatrics.
Gregory M. Chavez, Washington
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Opinions
The economy is cracking. This trend is most alarming.
The U.S. economy is growing ever more reliant on top earners. It's risky -- and tough for the middle class.

A woman walks with a Louis Vuitton shopping bag on April 17. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


By Heather Long | 2025-08-07
As the dust settles on a wild few days for the U.S. economy, it's worth remembering this: Big downward revisions to job data typically occur during recessions (or on the precipice of one). In a downturn, the models basically can't keep up with how quickly the situation is deteriorating.
The United States isn't in a recession, but last Friday shattered the image of a resilient economy that can withstand the tariff uncertainty. Hiring has been anemic for months outside of health care, social assistance and hospitality. Now, pretty much the only industry still adding workers is health care.
The economy is increasingly dependent on a small sliver of superstar companies and wealthy consumers to stay afloat because these are the only firms and families able to withstand the tariff onslaught. A highly concentrated economy increases the risk of a downturn -- and will leave many middle-class Americans frustrated and strained.
For months, I had been referring to this as a "frozen" labor market with little hiring and little firing. But the shift exposed on Friday is that a growing number of industries have transitioned from weak hiring to layoffs. In the past three months, manufacturing, professional and business services, mining, residential construction, warehouses, K-12 education, the federal government, and even retailers have been cutting jobs. The labor market is going from frozen to cracking.
The narrowness in the job market is echoed elsewhere in the economy. The record-high stock market is almost exclusively propelled now by a handful of major tech and bank stocks including Apple, Meta, Microsoft, JPMorgan and Goldman Sachs, because of optimism about artificial intelligence and financial deregulation. Meanwhile, the rest of the S&P 500 is barely plodding along.
Then there's the heart of the U.S. economy: consumption. It has clearly been slowing this year. Last year, consumer spending grew almost 3 percent (after adjusting for inflation). That fell to 1.4 percent in the second quarter of this year and is expected to remain tepid.
Even more alarming is how reliant the economy has become on spending binges by the richest Americans.
The top 10 percent of earners now drive about half of spending, according to Moody's, up from 36 percent three decades ago. These people will determine if the U.S. economy avoids a recession. These are households earning $250,000 or more, and they are largely doing just fine, buoyed by strong stock-market gains, mansions and rental properties that have shot up in value in recent years, and a rebound in business dealmaking. The wealthy continue to spend on lavish vacations, parties and events, and that masks the strain that many middle-class and moderate-income families are experiencing.
The "K-shaped" economy is back, where there's a clear divergence between how the top and the bottom are faring. Businesses understand this. It's why credit card companies have introduced even more exclusive credit cards this summer with higher fees, all-inclusive resorts are debuting $1,000-a-night experiences, and luxury car brands such as Porsche and Aston Martin have been among the first automakers to raise prices, because their clientele is less likely to push back. Any company that can is trying to go "upmarket" as much as possible in this environment.
"In the near term, everything rests on what that top 10 percent decides to do or not to do. The rest of the income distribution is really not consequential from a macroeconomic perspective," Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's, told me.
Zandi finds that the top 20 percent of households continue to grow their spending, though they have pulled back somewhat amid so much uncertainty. Meanwhile, the bottom 80 percent of households are basically just keeping their spending growth in line with inflation. This is a notable shift from the "revenge spending" era from 2022 to 2024, when people of all income levels were splurging somewhat after the end of pandemic lockdowns.
At Navy Federal Credit Union, we see a similar trend: Credit card spending is mainly growing for those who make $170,000 or above. In contrast, middle-class and moderate-income families are increasingly cautious. They are shifting their spending from credit to debit cards, and saving more money when they can.
The middle class remains on edge that price hikes from tariffs or job losses -- or both -- could be coming soon. Already, many workers have seen their hours reduced and fewer opportunities for overtime and bonuses. Credit card and auto loan delinquencies are above pre-pandemic levels, Federal Reserve and Fitch Ratings data show. And millions of Americans have missed student loan repayments, triggering credit score drops.
The middle class is basically tapped out financially. Any further rise in costs from tariffs or decline in income from job losses would be tough to absorb, especially as government aid programs decline.
In the best-case scenario, the White House would lock in all the tariff agreements soon, and the Federal Reserve would cut interest rates several times in the coming months. Together, these actions would hopefully revive business investment and hiring across more sectors, and rich consumers would use their tax cuts to fuel more spending.
But even in that rosy scenario, more price hikes are coming. The stock market might  continue to rise as a few superstars outperform, but the middle class is still likely to be squeezed.
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Opinions
How India can win Trump's trade game
Modi can't let personal politics stand in the way of a deal.

President Donald Trump shakes hands with India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a news conference at the White House on Feb 13. (Jabin Botsford/For The Washington Post)


By Maya Prakash | 2025-08-06
India desperately needs a trade deal with President Donald Trump -- for both economic and strategic reasons. When rival Pakistan, with its far smaller economy, finalized an agreement first, it underscored just how badly India has misplayed its hand.
India was among the first countries to enter trade negotiations with the Trump administration. Yet despite nearing an interim deal several times, there has been no breakthrough. And prospects for one have dimmed in recent weeks, with the president first slapping a 25 percent tariff on the country, then threatening further unspecified measures and 50 percent tariffs Wednesday morning if India does not stop buying Russian oil.
The key to breaking out of this spiral? Recognizing that the holdup is political and personal, not economic.
With 25 percent tariffs set to take effect on Thursday, and 50 percent rates within 21 days, some of India's most export-dependent industries -- including gems, textiles, apparel and crude oil refining -- are braced for pain. The pharmaceutical sector, a pillar of India's export economy, is also at risk. The tariffs could shave as much as 0.3 percentage points off India's GDP growth. Worse, they will make India less attractive as a manufacturing hub in a region where competitors such as Bangladesh, Pakistan and Vietnam have already secured more favorable trade terms with Trump.
The mercurial Trump has made no secret of his frustration with the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The original sin stems from the end of fighting between India and Pakistan in May, a welcome development that Trump claimed full credit for. Modi has repeatedly said that India's ceasefire decision was made without foreign influence -- without mentioning Trump. That omission, along with India's refusal to halt Russian oil purchases despite U.S. pressure, has hardened Trump's stance. Contrast that with Pakistan's brazen diplomatic flattery, which included nominating Trump for a Nobel Peace Prize.
"The fact that India has been unwilling to publicly acknowledge ... the president's role in bringing the India-Pakistan ceasefire to pass has really stuck in Trump's head," Milan Vaishnav of the Carnegie Endowment told me.
If it hopes to close the deal, India will have to provide Trump with some kind of symbolic "win." But Modi needs to tread carefully at home. He could probably close India's refineries to Russian oil without putting India's economy at risk, but acknowledging Trump's role in the ceasefire would be politically disastrous. Modi's carefully cultivated strongman image leaves little room for displays of deference. Opposition leader Rahul Gandhi jibed that Trump said "Narendra surrender," and Modi rolled over. A gifted politician, Modi will have to find a way to square that circle.
There are other sweeteners India could offer Trump. Both countries have agreed in principle to increase bilateral trade to $500 billion annually, from the current $190 billion, by 2030. India had promised to slash duties on most U.S. imports, in exchange for a 15 percent tariff on its exports into the United States -- a competitive rate compared with Vietnam's 20 percent and Pakistan's 19 percent. India also agreed to increase imports of American natural gas to close its $45.7 billion trade surplus with the U.S.
But Trump is said to have pushed hardest for opening India's agriculture sector, and that's where the domestic politics become truly daunting. Nearly 44 percent of India's workforce depends on agriculture, and Modi is haunted by a year-long farmers' protest in 2020 and 2021 that forced his government to repeal key farm reforms. The Hudson Institute's Aparna Pande told me that Modi may be hoping to push any agriculture concessions past the October elections in the state of Bihar. Expect him to try to hold the line on agriculture while offering concessions elsewhere.
Some possibilities: India could sweeten the deal on pharmaceutical imports, the backbone of the U.S.-India trade relationship, by offering to lower or even eliminate its 10 percent tariff on American pharmaceutical products. It could also pledge to increase purchases of American energy and defense equipment.
On energy, India might eliminate the existing 2.5 percent import duty on American liquefied natural gas -- just as it has already done in deals with the United Arab Emirates and Australia. Such a move would not only boost U.S. energy exports but also provide a stark contrast with China, which continues to impose a 15 percent tariff on U.S. gas imports. Opportunities abound on defense as well. Despite long-standing security cooperation with the United States, India has not yet made procurement pledges in this round of negotiations. But during Modi's U.S. visit in February, he announced plans to buy Javelin anti-tank missiles and Stryker combat vehicles, as well as finalize the purchase of P-8I maritime patrol aircraft. Advancing these plans and committing to new defense acquisitions would undoubtedly help to placate Trump.
Navigating Trump's shifting trade demands has proven challenging for Modi. It will be difficult, but not impossible, for him to concede enough without alienating his domestic base. Modi has long made the case to voters that only he could successfully manage India's relationships with great powers. Time for him to prove it.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Big heat holds off for several more days
Highs in the 80s continue through the weekend with a minimal chance of rain.

(Miki Jourdan)


By Matt Rogers, Ben Noll, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman | 2025-08-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A blend of clouds, sun and haze as temperatures rise into the low 80s this afternoon.
What's next? Mostly sunny and quite nice through the weekend with low 80s Friday, mid-80s Saturday and mid- to upper 80s Sunday.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
After years of delays, new Acelas launching on August 28 
The trains will operate along the Northeast Corridor and will have faster speeds, upgraded WiFi and more comfortable seats, Amtrak said.

A NextGen Acela heads to the yard out of Washington's Union Station. (Amtrak)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-08-07
New Amtrak Acela trains, delayed for years over production and testing issues, are coming to the Northeast Corridor on Aug. 28, the agency announced Friday.
In a statement, Amtrak President Roger Harris called the 28 new train sets "an evolution" that will set "a new standard for American train travel." Only five of the trains will go into service immediately on the route from Boston to D.C.; the rest will be added to the fleet over the next two years.
The new Acelas can reach top speeds of 160 mph versus 150 on the older model and tilt around curves more easily. The current Acela takes two hours and 50 minutes to get from D.C. to New York; Amtrak's 2040 plans estimate a trip can be 20 minutes faster. The trains will also have upgraded WiFi connectivity, brighter lighting, bigger windows and more comfortable seats, the agency said, and carry 25 percent more riders while using less energy. Every seat will have its own USB port.
"It's a fundamentally better experience than anything Americans have been able to travel on to date in this country," Laura Mason, who is in charge of major capital projects at Amtrak, said in a video promoting the change.
The current Acelas are a quarter-century old, and replacements were supposed to roll out in 2021. But they were delayed for years in part due to difficulties posed by the aging track and catenary wire along the corridor, as well as logistical issues with testing the trains. The disruption of the coronavirus pandemic caused further problems.
"The legacy Acela trainsets are past their useful service life," Amtrak's inspector general wrote in 2023. "Delays have already resulted in significant cost increases, operational impacts, and delayed revenue."
Ridership on the Acela, Amtrak's highest-speed service, was at an all-time high before the pandemic. While overall Amtrak ridership has bounced back, more affordable options have been growing faster than the premier trains.

Acela II heads over the Susquehanna River on its first trip to DC. (Amtrak)


The new trains were built by French manufacturer Alstom at a plant in Hornell, New York, at a cost of $2.5 billion, including maintenance. Amtrak says it will also have new trains in service on the East Coast and in the Pacific Northwest next year, part of a $7.3 billion upgrade.
President Joe Biden's infrastructure bill provided funding for long-overdue repairs and improvements along the Northeast Corridor and elsewhere. Next month will also see the reopening of the line between Mobile, Alabama, and New Orleans for the first time since Hurricane Katrina.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/07/new-acela-trains-launch-northeast-corridor/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
He could have been the GOP's voice on crime, but his faith intervened
Phillip Todd, a staffer for Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky), was nearly killed in a random attack in D.C. He took two years to figure out what he wanted to say.

Phillip Todd prays on H Street, a year after he was attacked. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Emily Davies | 2025-08-07
Bleeding from his brain and minutes from surgery that would determine whether he lived or died, Phillip Todd had a question.
He looked at his mother, sitting by his hospital bed.
Did anyone know the name of the attacker who had singled him out on a busy street in Northeast Washington?
She tapped her phone and searched, "H Street stabbing."
Todd, then 26 and an aide to Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky), was picking up a burrito bowl on a March afternoon in 2023 when a stranger emerged from the shadows and stabbed him four times for no sane reason. The attack came during an exceptionally violent period in the nation's capital, with the 2023 homicide toll reaching a 26-year high. Congressional Republicans, berating city officials as soft on crime, began threatening to end the District's ability to govern itself. They were joined by then-presidential candidate Donald Trump.
That day at MedStar Washington Hospital Center -- before Todd's surgery and the start of his long physical and emotional recovery -- his mom, Helen Todd, glanced up from her phone. She had found a news article identifying the person charged with stabbing her son.
His name, she said, was Glynn Neal. He would become central to Todd's struggle over the coming years to decide where he stands on issues of crime and punishment, of mercy and redemption.
Todd, a 6-foot-tall Missourian and son of Christian missionaries, was among at least three Capitol Hill staffers and two House members victimized in unrelated assaults and robberies in the District in recent years. One of them, a congressional intern, was killed by a stray bullet this summer on a downtown street.

Police close a security gate at the Capitol on March 4 before President Donald Trump's address to a joint session of Congress. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Although the local violent crime rate, including homicides, has gone down significantly since 2023, the volume of Trump's rhetoric has increased since his return to the White House.
"Crime in Washington, D.C., is totally out of control," he wrote Tuesday on Truth Social, after a former member of Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service was beaten in what D.C. police said was an attempted carjacking. "Local 'youths' and gang members, some only 14, 15, and 16-years-old, are randomly attacking, mugging, maiming, and shooting innocent Citizens, at the same time knowing that they will be almost immediately released."
Trump added: "If D.C. doesn't get its act together, and quickly, we will have no choice but to take Federal control of the City, and run this City how it should be run, and put criminals on notice that they're not going to get away with it anymore. Perhaps it should have been done a long time ago. ... If this continues, I am going to exert my powers, and FEDERALIZE this City."
As Todd lay bleeding on the sidewalk, the scourge of violence in D.C. transformed from a partisan issue unfolding in the background of his life to a defining feature of it. Nothing could predict how he would deal with it internally, as he embarked on a personal struggle to find closure, one shared by many victims of violent crime.
"Glynn Neal," he heard his mother say in the hospital room.
Todd prayed for the strength to forgive him.
The next morning, Todd awoke and noticed a missed call from then-Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) and a video message from Sen. Cory Booker (D-New Jersey). His boss soon visited the hospital.
"A lot of people have reached out," Helen Todd told her son, she recalled in an interview.
Reporters from numerous news outlets had tried to talk with Todd's parents. They wanted to know if this Republican family thought that liberal elected officials in charge of the city government were partly responsible for the attack. They wondered if Todd would amplify calls for tougher criminal penalties in the District. Speaking out, some of his friends and colleagues said, would help Todd to convert his pain into purpose -- to do some good, in their view.
The attacker's knife had pierced his diaphragm and punctured the membrane around his brain, necessitating a surgically implanted metal plate. Todd, still intubated, was experienced enough in politics to anticipate the potency of his attack in a city working to address rising crime and combat congressional interference in those efforts.

Todd leads friends to where he was attacked on H Street. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Months earlier, Congress had overturned the city's effort to revise its criminal code, calling the D.C. Council bill too soft on crime. It was the first time in three decades that federal legislators flexed their authority to formally reverse a District statute. Then-President Joe Biden, in a rare move by a Democrat whose party has long advocated for D.C. statehood, signed the legislation, joining the rebuke.
Todd, an economist for Paul's Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs, had been drawn to Capitol Hill by a belief that one person could make a difference. While he found the debate over the direction of local criminal justice to be interesting -- his favorite book is Fyodor Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment" -- he had never before had to assess where he personally stood on how perpetrators of crime should be treated.
Two days after the stabbing, multiple GOP members at a House Oversight Committee hearing invoked his attack during a push to block the D.C. Council's major police accountability legislation. They said his case proved that Congress, in overseeing local lawmaking, had a duty to ensure that more punitive policies were in place because members of their staffs work in the city.
It was around then that Todd, recovered enough to leave the hospital, started to consider whether and how to use his newfound platform. He believed he had survived the stabbing because he had followed the teachings of Jesus, forgoing thoughts of vengeance against the man who had tried to kill him and focusing instead on mercy.
He began discussing the dilemma with his parents on their 17-hour drive back home to a tiny town outside Branson, Missouri, where there is one church per every 250 residents.
Todd stared out a window as they traveled around the Blue Ridge Mountains and along the Ohio River, before he asked to stop at a barbecue restaurant in St. Louis for his first real meal since the attack. At the time, Todd was overwhelmed by the weight of a decision he would later learn was not his to make: whether to press charges. But prosecutors make such decisions, not victims, and the U.S. attorney's office in D.C. eventually charged Neal with assault with intent to kill.
"I want the world to know that I've forgiven Glynn," Todd recalled saying to his parents, "and because of that, there have been benefits given to me."
Incarceration, he felt, may not be the way to bring his assailant closer to God. Neal, now 44, already had served 13 years in prison after being convicted of luring two North Carolina women into prostitution in the District and repeatedly beating them when they resisted having sex with strangers, court records show. Neal, whose attorneys did not return requests for comment, was released on March 24, 2023 -- the day before Todd was attacked.
"That clearly did not work," Todd recalled telling his parents, meaning Neal's years behind bars.
"At the same time," he said to them, he recalled in an interview, "I also don't want the world to misperceive forgiveness as ceding that this is okay."
How could he seek punishment if he fully forgave Neal?
"Maybe punishment is the wrong word," he said.
He paused.
"Or maybe that's the right one."
In some ways, Todd's uncertainty became even more complicated as he learned details of the court case -- that the justice system was wrestling with its own difficult questions, not unlike the questions that plagued him.
Neal, confined in St. Elizabeths Hospital, the city's secure psychiatric facility, was mentally ill, according to court filings. He was confused about the nature of court proceedings and unable to assist his lawyers in mounting a defense, making him legally incompetent to stand trial. A judge ordered him to continue undergoing treatment in the hope that eventually he would be fit to face a jury.
During his earlier years in prison, Neal did not receive mental health treatment, court records state.
"It doesn't seem right that he sits for trial without understanding the implications of pleading guilty or not guilty," Todd said. "But it also doesn't seem right that there is a process by which you could sidestep the legal process."
Todd, who grew up traveling the world with his parents, spreading the Gospels, said he hoped that prayer could reach Neal in a way that the doctors and lawyers could not. He asked prosecutors if he could talk with Neal, but he was told to wait for the court case to end. They didn't want him to develop a relationship with Neal that might compromise his role as a witness, he said.
So he started drafting a letter to the man who attacked him. He shared his confusion about the case at church and with friends at Sunday dinners. He took long walks with his girlfriend and signed up for triathlons, as he waited, and waited, for the case to conclude.

Todd and his girlfriend commemorate the first anniversary of his attack. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


It did, in part, more than two years after the attack, in June of this year. Todd was in the basement of a Senate building that Wednesday, watching a video feed from D.C. Superior Court as Judge Todd E. Edelman issued a crucial ruling in the case.
Todd saw a half-dozen video squares on his screen. Neal was in one of them, sitting before a camera at St. Elizabeths, wearing a black jacket and staring at the ceiling.
Edelman began to speak.
"There are no prospects that Mr. Neal will return to competency in the foreseeable future," the judge declared.
Todd, who had never missed a hearing, stared at the man with the gavel.
Then he wrote on a Word document, his diary of the case: "Neal found to be incompetent."
No one objected to the findings, which meant there would be no trial. Neal now faces separate legal proceedings that could result in his being civilly committed to the hospital indefinitely.
When the hearing was over, the screen went dark, leaving Todd alone in his corner of the basement. He closed his computer.
Without a clear legal ending to the case, Todd's need to find closure felt larger and more daunting. He went home, and, in his bedroom, not far from H Street, he edited the letter he had drafted to Neal.
"I have prayed for you every day since March 25, 2023," he wrote, "and if we have the opportunity, I hope to one day to pray for you in person."
He was tired of squaring his faith and his politics. Crime, to him, was not political. It was personal.
He sent the letter, speaking not to Congress or to a jury but to the man on the other side of the knife.
He had little expectation that he'd receive a response. But for now, in this hurting and polarized world, that would be enough.
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Local Education
Fairfax County to hire bodyguard for schools superintendent after threats
Fairfax County Public Schools is hiring a bodyguard for the division superintendent following threats that were made against her, officials say.

Fairfax County Public Schools Superintendent Michelle Reid. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Karina Elwood | 2025-08-07
Fairfax County Public Schools is hiring a bodyguard for its superintendent after threats were made against her, officials say.
The position, listed as an "executive protection agent," will be responsible for ensuring the safety of Superintendent Michelle Reid, who oversees the district of more than 180,000 students.
"I never thought I would be having this conversation," Reid said in an interview. "As we think about events around our country recently, being a leader -- whether it's an elected leader or an appointed leader of really any type of organization -- is becoming increasingly challenging."
The Fairfax County Police Department said in a statement that incidents related to Reid had been reviewed by its Threat Assessment Management unit, which opened in response to an increase in targets against high-profile persons, institutions and governments.
The police division offered few details on the nature of those communications, saying it "does not comment on specific investigations or court proceedings." The agency said in a statement that the majority of communications reviewed are First Amendment-protected free speech, but that it would continue to review such communications regarding Reid "and other high-profile elected and appointed persons and will continue to do so to ensure the safety of community leadership."
Brian Lambert, the school division's chief of security, said in an interview that he had been pushing for more security for Reid for months. She initially resisted efforts to institute a security detail, Lambert said, but the threats made against her, political tensions and recent targeted violence across the country helped make the case.
"It's something that I continue to review and assess," Lambert, who previously worked for the Secret Service, said of the threats. "And that is one item among many that led me to recommend to the superintendent over the course of many months that I believe we need to increase the security presence surrounding her."
The salary listed for the position, which was first reported by Fox News, ranged between $84,552 and $143,880, a sliver of the district's multibillion-dollar budget.
The position will be part of a broader security strategy in the district that includes monitoring for threats and keeping students and others safe at the events and school visits Reid attends. Lambert's team also will oversee the rollout of new security efforts, such as weapons detection systems the district says will be expanded to all middle and high schools this fall.
"It's not just the superintendent's safety that I need to think about," Lambert said. "It's the people who assemble in our buildings."
The school district faced a particularly challenging budget year. A $121 million shortfall required cuts, including adjustments to staffing formulas that could affect class sizes -- changes that drew frustrations from some families.
Reid was hired as Fairfax superintendent in 2022, moving from the much smaller Northshore School District in Washington state.
Since she assumed the position, Fairfax schools -- and Northern Virginia broadly -- has been the subject of numerous controversies, at times drawing national attention for policies related to diversity, equity and inclusion, LGBTQ rights and safety.
Most recently, Fairfax has become the subject of two investigations opened by the Education Department under the Trump administration regarding admissions at an elite magnet school and the division's wider policies that allow transgender students to use facilities that match their gender identity. The department found that the division, along with four other Northern Virginia districts, was in violation of federal law in the latter of the two investigations.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: An isolated evening shower as temperatures stay comfortable
Brighter, mostly dry and gradually warmer tomorrow through the weekend.

(Jeanette Cook)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-08-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Comfortable 70s and cloudy through evening. An isolated, briefly heavy shower is possible. A hint of wildfire smoke is also in the area with lows in the 60s.
What's next? Brighter and mostly dry tomorrow through the weekend. Gradually warmer and a bit more humid as well, but highs are still mainly in the comfortable 80s.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Trump threatens to deploy National Guard in D.C., take over police
Trump also said Congress should explore overturning the Home Rule Act. "The lawyers are already studying it," Trump said Wednesday.

President Donald Trump escalates his attacks on the District. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Olivia George | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump escalated his attacks on D.C.'s right to self-governance Wednesday, saying he was considering federalizing the D.C. police department and bringing in the National Guard "maybe very quickly" as he continued to cast the Democratic-led capital as a place mired in violence.
"The crime is ridiculous," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, the same week that an attack of a prominent former DOGE staffer captured his attention and reinspired his threat of a federal takeover. "This has to be the best-run place in the country, not the worst-run place in the country. And it has so much potential."
Trump also said Congress should explore overturning the Home Rule Act -- the decades-old law that gives D.C. residents some semblance of political autonomy with the ability to elect a mayor and council members.
"The lawyers are already studying it," Trump said Wednesday.
Violent crime has been receding in D.C. the past two years, reversing a generational spike in killings in 2023 that rendered the nation's capital one of America's deadliest cities, prompted Congress to block revisions to the city's criminal code and thrust the city into a presidential election cycle. On the campaign trail, Trump made D.C. an avatar for dysfunction, reviving past criticisms of local leaders he says are not doing enough to abate crime and uncleanliness.
He has long derided the capital as a "dirty, crime-ridden death trap" and pledged to turn it around. This spring, he ordered the creation of the "D.C. Safe and Beautiful Task Force," a vehicle for his long-held fixations on quality-of-life issues in the city, including homeless encampments and graffiti, and his broader mission to ramp up deportations and arrests nationwide.
The president amplified his campaign Tuesday, sharing a photo of a young man, beaten and bloodied, who he said had been beaten by "local thugs." A police report and people familiar with the incident identified the victim as Edward Coristine, known by the nickname "Big Balls."
A protege of billionaire Elon Musk, Coristine moved into new roles as a senior adviser at the State and Homeland Security departments earlier this year and is now working at the Social Security Administration. Musk, who helmed the U.S. DOGE Service, on Tuesday called to federalize D.C.
In the Oval Office on Wednesday, Trump again pointed to the attack, harnessing it as an example of what he views as lenient laws and failing leadership. "We just almost lost a young man," he said. "Beautiful, handsome guy that got the hell knocked out of him."
D.C. police arrested a 15-year-old boy and 15-year-old girl from Maryland and charged them with unarmed carjacking stemming from the incident that happened at 3 a.m. on Sunday.
"There's too much of it," Trump said Wednesday about crime in the city. "We're going to do something about it."
Violent crime is down 26 percent year to date in the District compared with 2024, according to D.C. police data. There have been 13 fewer homicides this year, compared with this time last year. Still, 99 people have been killed citywide so far -- including a congressional intern, struck by a stray bullet on a downtown street, and a 3-year-old shot while in the back seat of a car with her family. Spokespeople for both D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and the D.C. police department declined to comment on Trump's statements.
U.S. Attorney for D.C. Jeanine Pirro, the Trump-appointed prosecutor in charge of most adult crime in D.C., also put pressure on local officials Wednesday. Pirro sent a letter to city lawmakers calling on them to "immediately" reconsider three laws passed over the last decade that expanded criminal record sealing and allowed shorter or reduced sentences for people convicted of crimes before the age of 25.
In 2020, as the city was swept by protests, Trump deployed thousands of federal police to civilian streets to contain the unrest. His administration floated the idea of taking control of the D.C. police force: A provision in the District's Home Rule Act allows for the "emergency control of police" through a temporary federal takeover. The law is broadly written. All Trump has to do is determine that "special conditions of an emergency nature exist."
The unprecedented request sent District leaders scrambling to head off what they regarded as tantamount to a government overthrow. To the mayor, the threat, real or not, sounded like a "complete disaster." She later told congressional investigators that, on that day, she felt as if "we're going to lose control of the city." She said it hearkened "to an ugly segregationist past of the District."
The administration did not follow through on the 2020 threat. But it did invoke broad powers over D.C., sending the National Guard onto the streets and military helicopters overhead.
The D.C. National Guard is the only National Guard unit, out of all of the 54 states and territories, which reports only to the president. The unique structure means the D.C. mayor cannot directly call upon the National Guard for assistance without federal authorization.
Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Capital Jewish Museum shooting suspect could face death penalty
The suspect in the Capital Jewish Museum shooting was indicted on hate-crime and first-degree murder charges by a D.C. grand jury Wednesday.




By Salvador Rizzo | 2025-08-07

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro announced indictment counts August 7, including hate-crime and murder charges that, if convicted, could lead to the death penalty.


The 31-year-old man suspected of fatally shooting a young couple at the Capital Jewish Museum this year has been indicted on hate-crime and murder charges, and could face the death penalty if convicted, according to documents filed in D.C. federal court Wednesday.
The victims, Yaron Lischinsky, 30, and Sarah Lynn Milgrim, 26, who were engaged, worked at the Israeli Embassy in Washington and were among more than 100 people attending a "Young Diplomats Reception" hosted by the American Jewish Committee at the museum near the corner of Third and F streets NW.
Police said the assailant approached a group of four people who emerged from the reception on May 21 and began shooting with a 9mm handgun after walking past them. The defendant, Elias Rodriguez, has been in federal custody since the shooting.
The indictment says he called out "Free Palestine" as he fired approximately 20 times at the victims. Court records indicate the incident was captured by surveillance cameras. According to prosecutors, Rodriguez followed Milgrim as she tried to crawl away, reloaded his gun, and kept shooting as she tried to sit up. Moments later, Rodriguez entered the museum and displayed a red keffiyeh while saying: "I did it for Palestine. I did it for Gaza," according to the indictment.

Two employees of the Israeli Embassy were fatally shot on May 21 after leaving an event in Washington, D.C.


Jeanine Pirro, the U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, said at a news conference Thursday that the Justice Department has begun an internal review to decide whether prosecutors will seek the death penalty, a decision that Pirro said ultimately rests with Attorney General Pam Bondi.
The indictment cites the death-penalty statute in a section that alleges Rodriguez killed Milgrim "in an especially heinous, cruel, and depraved manner." Pirro said the Embassy worker was "particularly vulnerable due to infirmity," adding that she had spoken recently to the parents of both deceased victims.
"Violence against anyone in this district will not be tolerated, especially violence that has hate at its core," Pirro said, pledging to fight antisemitism "with a vengeance."
Asked whether she would be recommending that Bondi seek the death penalty, Pirro noted only that the Justice Department has a process for making such determinations through its Capital Case Section, which reviews evidence and charges before making a recommendation to the attorney general. The defendant is allowed to submit information to prosecutors during that review, she said.
"This is a weighty decision; it takes time," Pirro said.
Federal public defenders for Rodriguez did not respond to requests for comment.
Rodriguez was interviewed by police detectives at the scene of the shooting, waived his right to remain silent and expressed admiration for an Air Force airman who set himself on fire outside the Israeli Embassy last year to protest the war in the Gaza Strip, according to an FBI affidavit. The indictment says Rodriguez had criticized Israel on social media and written a document titled "Explication," blaming Israelis for "atrocities" in Gaza.
According to investigators, he flew from Chicago with the 9mm handgun in his luggage and bought a ticket online to the reception at the Capital Jewish Museum. The indictment charges Rodriguez with hate crimes resulting in death, firearms offenses, first-degree murder, armed assault with intent to kill and murder of a foreign official in the death of Lischinsky, who was an Israeli citizen.
Pirro, who was confirmed last week by the Senate on a party-line vote, said in a May news conference after the D.C. shooting that "this is the kind of case that picks at old sores, and old scars, because these kinds of cases remind us of what has happened in the past that we can never and must never forget." She noted that the site of the attack had been "a cornerstone of the Jewish community in D.C." since the 19th century.


Reid Davis, special agent in charge of the criminal division in the FBI's Washington office, said the investigation into Rodriguez so far indicates he was a "lone wolf" attacker motivated by pro-Palestine, anti-Israel ideology, "with the goal of conducting a mass shooting to call attention to his political agenda."
Bondi has said federal prosecutors will seek the death penalty in the case of Luigi Mangione, who has been indicted in New York federal court over the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare chief executive Brian Thompson, 50. In brief remarks about Rodriguez after the D.C. shooting, Bondi said in May: "The hate has got to stop. It has to stop now. And this person will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Boyfriend of D.C. police officer arrested, again, 30 years after her death
Amir Jalil Ali is charged with killing D.C. police Officer Denna Campbell in their apartment in 1995. He was arrested before but the charges were dropped.

D.C. police Officer Denna Campbell, 24, was killed in 1995. Family members remember her as bubbly and outgoing. (Obtained by the Washington Post)


By Dan Morse | 2025-08-07
On Sept. 13, 1995, D.C. police officer Denna Campbell reportedly told a co-worker, "If I don't show up for work Saturday, you'll know he killed me and buried me somewhere."
Campbell was talking about her boyfriend, according to court documents made public Wednesday in Montgomery County, Maryland -- and three days after she said that, she was shot to death inside their Montgomery County apartment. The boyfriend was arrested this week for the second time in her slaying. His first charges in the case, 30 years ago, were dropped by prosecutors.
"Thankfully, we were still alive to see this day," one of Campbell's sisters, Koli Williams, said Wednesday. "There has never been a question in my mind he did it."
Campbell's father also expressed relief, saying he learned about the arrest Tuesday when a Montgomery County detective called him while he was standing in line at a Target in Bowie. "Thank God," were the only words Ernest Griffin could get out.
The man charged, who was known as Kenneth Wonsom in 1995 but has since changed his name to Amir Jalil Ali, remains held without bond in the Montgomery County jail. The 62-year-old is due in court again Aug. 13. Ali's attorney, Richard Finci, said Wednesday that his client "maintains his innocence."
The new charges, as spelled out in an affidavit filed in court by detectives, are based in part on what they described as nonsensical statements he made to police in 1995 after Campbell was killed in the apartment where they lived in the White Oak area of Montgomery County.
Among the statements, according to the document, Ali claimed that at the time Campbell was shot -- in the middle of the night -- he was driving to the Foxy Playground strip club in D.C. to retrieve a bicycle he'd left in the club's kitchen. Detectives wrote that the manager told them the Foxy was closed at that time, and that Ali, a regular, would certainly have known that.
It was Ali who called police to the apartment. He said someone had broken in and killed Campbell while he was out. Ali said she had been shot, even though officers found her body wrapped in a comforter, making any bullet holes impossible to see, according to court records.
Finci said the new charging document in the case, while more detailed than the one written in 1995, doesn't describe significant new evidence.
"Other than the DNA, I'm seeing virtually nothing new in this charging document," he said.
And even the DNA, he said, is not described as a conclusive link to Ali. Finci acknowledged that the case is new and that more evidence could come out.
He said he will explore whether Ali's right to a speedy trial has been violated by the passage of time -- three decades -- and time he'd spent in jail after his arrest in 1995. "These kinds of delays are always looked at in a speedy trial analysis," Finci said.
The case against Ali also is based on statements that investigators say Campbell, who was 24 years old at the time, made to others in the days before her death. In addition to telling a fellow officer she was worried he might kill and bury her, court documents state, she told other officers she had grown so scared of Ali that she'd begun sleeping with her department-issued handgun under her pillow.
Then, in the hours preceding her death -- while working a part-time security detail at a McDonald's -- Campbell was seen by other workers arguing on the phone with Ali. "I've got to end this relationship," she said after hanging up, according to the court filings.
About 2:30 a.m. on Sept. 16, 1995, a neighbor in Campbell's apartment building said she heard five gunshots, according to police. A different neighbor told investigators he heard a loud male voice around that time saying, "I told you not to do this to me."
Campbell's family members on Wednesday remembered her as bubbly and outgoing, and someone who wanted to be a police officer by the time she graduated from high school. And the job made good on her hopes.
"She loved the fact she would be able to help people," said Williams, her sister. "Every day was something different. Every day she had a new story to tell."
Williams said that when Campbell first started dating Ali, he was joyful and would join them on trips to amusement parks. As the relationship went on, however, Ali wouldn't socialize with Campbell's family, choosing to stay in his room when they were over, according to Williams.
Campbell had planned to move out around the time she was shot, according to family members. "She was ending it," Williams said.
On Wednesday, Campbell's father, Griffin, said he still had a road ahead of him. "The only resolution will be that he has been convicted," he said.
Campbell's mother died in recent years. She never got over her daughter's death, according to her sister, Cynthia Brown. "Sometimes I'd see her sitting there," Brown said, "and she'd get weepy and I'd ask her what's wrong. 'Denna just ran across my mind,' she'd say."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/06/dc-cop-murder-cold-case/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
Wildfire smoke brings hazy skies and cool air to D.C. area 
The smoky haze will persist until Thursday.

A model forecast of smoke concentrations on Wednesday night. (WeatherBell)


By Jason Samenow | 2025-08-07
A thin veil of smoke from wildfires burning in Canada is worsening air quality and putting a lid on temperatures in the D.C. area.
The smoke, which has resulted in some of the world's worst air quality in the Upper Midwest and Northeast, is wafting through the Mid-Atlantic only in limited quantities, but it's enough to have a small impact.
D.C.'s air quality on Wednesday morning was Code Yellow -- or moderate. Most people won't notice smoke pollution at these levels, but AirNow.gov, the U.S. government's air-quality online hub, advised reducing outdoor activity levels or shortening the amount of time outside "if you are unusually sensitive."
It's possible the air quality could worsen slightly late Wednesday, briefly nearing Code Orange levels, signifying unhealthy amounts of smoke pollution for sensitive groups.
At least Code Yellow levels are forecast to persist through Thursday, according to the Maryland Department of Environment. "By Friday, the bulk of the smoke plume will likely be through the area," it wrote.
Some smoke from fires in the western United States and Canada is not uncommon in the summer months in the D.C. area. Occasionally, smoke enters the region from fires nearby, particularly during hot, dry spells when blazes ignite locally.
The worst documented incursion of smoke occurred in 2023, when a massive plume from Canadian fires lowered air quality to "very unhealthy" Code Purple levels.
The current thin layer of haze is minor by comparison.
The smoke also may lower high temperatures by a degree or two, blocking sunlight Thursday afternoon. Temperatures are already cooler than normal because of the weather pattern that's responsible for transporting the smoke into the region in the first place.
A dip in the jet stream -- the high-altitude air current that divides cool and warm air -- is sending winds from Canada southward into the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. D.C. is currently having its coolest start to August since 1985; high temperatures have averaged in the low 80s rather than the upper 80s.
Through Thursday, the hazy smoke also will reduce visibility somewhat and intensify sunrises and sunsets, by scattering sunlight.
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Nationals
At the end of Cade Cavalli's long road back, the Nats find a win
In his first MLB start since 2022, Cavalli impressed into the fifth inning as the Nationals ended their skid in walk-off fashion by beating the A's, 2-1.

Cade Cavalli got a standing ovation as he left the field in the fifth inning Wednesday night at Nationals Park. (Nick Wass/AP)


By Andrew Golden | 2025-08-07
It had been 1,076 days since Cade Cavalli last pitched at Nationals Park, yet the reaction when he left the mound Wednesday was a carbon copy of that night. The Washington Nationals' fan base, anticipating his second major league start almost as much as his first, rose to its feet to applaud.
There's nothing quite like the excitement of a major league debut. But the significance of Cavalli's performance in the Nationals' 2-1 win over the Athletics, a victory that snapped a six-game skid, wasn't lost on anyone in attendance.
Cavalli worked his way back following Tommy John surgery for more than two years -- and suffered setbacks along the way -- to get back to a big league mound. To hop off the bump after a strikeout, as he did six times Wednesday. To zip fastballs by hitters and bend breaking balls that drop them to their knees.
"I was a little more amped up in the debut," he said. "I've been visualizing this for three years, and a lot of work's been put into it. ... It had been so long that I almost forgot what it felt like."
Once it was over, Cavalli soaked it all in. The 26-year-old right-hander patted his chest, kissed his finger and pointed to the sky. He looked to the crowd as he took off his hat. After another point toward the sky, he patted his glove and shook pitching coach Jim Hickey's hand at the top step of the dugout.
Just as he did in his major league debut in August 2022, Cavalli completed 41/3 innings. But this outing was much better: He allowed three hits, walked one and didn't allow a run.
"When you're in the minor leagues and you spend so many months, years, rehabbing and going through injuries and come back to that first game and throw the way he threw, we're so happy for him," interim manager Miguel Cairo said.
Konnor Pilkington, the reliever who replaced Cavalli, gave up a solo homer to Tyler Soderstrom in the sixth inning as the A's (50-66) went ahead 1-0. The Nationals (45-68) couldn't manage a base runner until Riley Adams tied it with a solo homer in the bottom half of that inning. And in the ninth, Robert Hassell III doubled before CJ Abrams drove him in with a one-out walk-off single.
"Cade coming out with a lot of confidence, it trickled down throughout the whole team," Abrams said. "Just being able to watch him come through, especially after everything he's been through, it's fun to watch."

CJ Abrams's single ... 



... scored Robert Hassell III to win it. (Photos by Rafael Suanes/Imagn Images and Nick Wass/AP) 


Cavalli's second major league outing was a reminder of why there was so much anticipation for his first. A 2020 first-round draft pick, he quickly became the Nationals' top pitching prospect in a mostly barren farm system during the early years of their rebuild. His debut in 2022 was desperately needed during a 55-win season. When he arrived, it meant every fifth game would be worth watching. And it provided hope that Cavalli, as one part of a young roster with promise, could help push the Nationals back to relevance.
At the time, right-hander Josiah Gray and catcher Keibert Ruiz were in their first full seasons in the majors. Abrams had played all of nine games with the Nationals. MacKenzie Gore was injured and didn't pitch in the majors for the rest of the season. Slugger James Wood was in low Class A. But they all seemed primed to grow together.
Cavalli's path hasn't been linear. After a rough debut -- he allowed seven runs -- he was sidelined with shoulder inflammation and missed the rest of the 2022 season. The following spring training, he tore his ulnar collateral ligament. Last season, the flu and arm fatigue limited him to three rehab starts. All the while, Cavalli accrued two years of MLB service time on the injured list.
This year, he was eased into spring training and given an innings limit. The Nationals hoped he would end the season in the majors. Cavalli made 17 minor league starts, including 15 at Class AAA Rochester. He experienced arm fatigue again but pitched through it. His stats with the Red Wings -- a 6.09 ERA with 1.55 walks and hits per inning pitched -- didn't warrant a promotion. But with the trade deadline in the past and the season winding down, the Nationals had little to lose by promoting Cavalli this week.
When he took the mound Wednesday, a lot was different from the previous time he stood there. Abrams, Gore and Wood have been all-star selections. The Nationals' pitching depth is much stronger. But one thing was the same: Cavalli's starts every fifth day are still worth watching.
That was apparent to start the game, when he struck out Shea Langeliers with a nasty curveball in the dirt. To end the first inning, Cavalli punched out Brent Rooker with a 99.9-mph fastball. A pitch before that, he threw one at 100.1 mph. Cavalli struck out four of the first five batters he faced, all swinging.
"I know after I caught it -- I looked up. I was like: 'Okay, there we go. We're working with some good stuff tonight,'" Adams said of his 100-mph fastball.
Cavalli built his reputation as a prospect with his velocity; his secondary pitches were viewed as a work in progress when he debuted. But Wednesday, he showed confidence in all five of his pitches. He threw 27 fastballs, 26 curveballs, 16 sinkers, 13 changeups and six cutters. His curveball generated eight whiffs on 16 swings. His changeup got five whiffs on nine swings.
Cavalli threw first-pitch strikes to 14 of the 19 hitters he faced, making him that much more difficult to decipher. So even though his velocity dipped as his night progressed, that helped him overcome his teammates' throwing errors in the third and fourth innings. By the fifth, his long-awaited start was complete. And not much later, so was the Nationals' losing streak.
"It was just great being on that mound again," Cavalli said. "There's been a lot of lead-up to it, and I pictured that day a lot. I'm just glad it was finally here and that we were able to get a win."

(Rafael Suanes/Imagn Images) 
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Washington Commanders
In joint practice, Terry McLaurin's absence is felt, but Jayden Daniels is still sharp
The Commanders had a joint practice with the Patriots ahead of the teams' preseason opener this week -- and things got a bit frisky.

(Eric Canha/Eric Canha-Imagn Images)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-06

The Commanders got the opportunity to flex against a fresh opponent for the first time in training camp during Wednesday's joint practice with the New England Patriots in Foxborough, Massachusetts. (Eric Canha/Imagn Images)


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. -- Wednesday's joint practice between the Washington Commanders and the New England Patriots had a little bit of everything. Patriots owner Robert Kraft arrived via helicopter about 90 minutes before the first whistle. Boston Celtics star Jayson Tatum limped along the sideline. A brief scuffle ended with Patriots Coach Mike Vrabel bleeding from a small cut on his face.
Here's what stood out on the first day the 2025 Commanders competed against another team:
Terry McLaurin's absence was a blinking neon sign. Since the wide receiver began his contract standoff with the Commanders, it often has been repeated that he has little to no leverage. That's true from a business perspective, for all the reasons that also have been frequently repeated: The Commanders could use the franchise tag on him next year; he would be entering free agency entering his age-31 season; he needs to play to be eligible for either outcome.
On the field, though, Wednesday's practice provided a reminder that the Commanders need McLaurin as much as he needs a new contract. Other than Deebo Samuel, Washington's wideouts were smothered by Patriots defensive backs with both first-team units on the field. Quarterback Jayden Daniels relied heavily on tight end Zach Ertz and threw scant completions, if any, to anyone other than Ertz, Samuel and running back Austin Ekeler.
Chris Moore, who finished last season on Washington's practice squad and gained a career-high 548 receiving yards with Houston in 2022, was the first wideout in McLaurin's outside spot. In the final period, Daniels lofted a pass to Moore in the back of the end zone, but he was blanketed and couldn't corral it. Luke McCaffrey made no impact. Rookie Jaylin Lane made a nice catch on an out route from Josh Johnson against New England's second team but didn't shake loose in limited first-team reps. It didn't help that Noah Brown stayed home with a nagging injury.
In the week since McLaurin requested a trade, it doesn't appear that much has changed. It's still considered highly likely that the sides will reach a deal before the regular season begins. But the Commanders received a glimpse of what life is like without McLaurin, and it lived up to McLaurin's nickname: scary.
The general lack of pop from Washington's wideouts didn't detract from Ertz and Samuel, veterans who built on strong camps. Ertz and Daniels have enhanced an already intuitive connection. Ertz is an expert at shedding coverage quickly, and Daniels has an uncanny knack for rapidly processing the defense to find an open receiver. One of the easiest Commanders predictions to make this year is that Ertz will catch a ton of passes.
Samuel made perhaps the best offensive play of the day for the Commanders. During a seven-on-seven drill, he ran a deep pattern to the front left corner of the end zone. Cornerback Marcus Jones stayed with him, but Samuel plucked the ball off his helmet, maintaining an iron grip on the ball while tapping his toes. The official on the spot raised his arms for a touchdown.
Daniels is not going to play in Friday's preseason opener, which made Wednesday "an important step" for him, Coach Dan Quinn said. Daniels was excellent, showing accuracy despite his wideouts struggling to get open. His lone turnover-worthy play came on a fumbled exchange with rookie running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt on a run-pass option.
Things got feisty. The Commanders and Patriots avoided fights, but they skirmished twice in a span of three plays during a goal-line period between Washington's defense and New England's offense.
As Patriots second-year quarterback Drake Maye carried a designed run into the end zone, wide receiver Kayshon Boutte and Washington cornerback Marshon Lattimore locked up on the outside as Boutte continued his block after the whistle. Lattimore pushed him back into a pile, and players surrounded them before coaches and the officials quickly ended the scuffle.
"We're fighters, and I love that," Lattimore said. "Mentally and physically, just fighting through the day. I love to see that from a young team, too. They're ready to just do whatever. It's football. It's a physical sport. If that's too physical for you, then you shouldn't be playing football."
Two plays later, after Maye's pass carried out of the end zone and a pass interference flag on Noah Igbinoghene fell, a pileup occurred at the line of scrimmage. Players streamed off both sidelines. Patriots rookie tackle Will Campbell dived on the pile. Vrabel sprinted into the fracas; when he emerged, a trickle of blood was smeared on his face.

Patriots Coach Mike Vrabel tangles with offensive tackle Will Campbell during practice Wednesday in Foxborough, Mass. (Charles Krupa/AP)


"Yeah, he dove in there," said Commanders defensive end Deatrich Wise Jr., who played his first eight seasons with the Patriots. "He showed some tenacity. He showed some grit, like he's still playing. I saw a little cut, but that right there just shows what the Patriots are all about: being tough."
The amiable Wise, who is still a beloved figure around Gillette Stadium, paused when asked whether he thought Vrabel could still play.
"He may think he can still play," Wise said, bursting into laughter. "He has the strength. He grabbed some guys today -- I was like, 'He's strong!'"
Practice remained intense, but no more scuffles broke out. Commanders players agreed the confrontations were a good sign.
"I'm always going to have my guys' backs, so you might see me in there," cornerback Mike Sainristil said. "They tell you to pull guys away. Sometimes, I'm trying to pull myself through. It's just how the game goes -- two teams with two very competitive coaches."
The Commanders had almost full attendance. McLaurin and guard Sam Cosmi stayed home as a concession to their spots on the physically unable to perform list. Five others remained in Ashburn with injuries Quinn described as minor: backup quarterback Marcus Mariota, guard Brandon Coleman, defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste, linebacker Jordan Magee and Brown.
Quinn has penciled in Mariota as Washington's No. 2 quarterback. "The concern level is low" for Mariota, he said. Mariota has been in and out of practice with a "lower leg strain," Quinn said, and he expects Mariota will be back to full strength in a week to 10 days.
Non-players present included owner Josh Harris, who chatted for a while with General Manager Adam Peters as the Commanders warmed up.
Josh Conerly Jr. is still adjusting. As a first-round pick, Conerly has more focus on him than a typical rookie offensive lineman. He is also the youngest player in Commanders camp, at 21, while transitioning from left tackle, his only position in college, to the right side.
In his first action against an NFL opponent, Conerly had ups and downs. He opened space on a long run off tackle for Brian Robinson Jr. He was comfortable running in space on screens. "He was balling today," left tackle Laremy Tunsil said. Conerly also had a hard time with Patriots edge rusher Harold Landry III, who on one play beat him badly to the inside and barreled toward Daniels in a way that could have endangered the franchise quarterback in an actual game.
"We don't expect him to be an all-pro on day one," Robinson said. "He's been taking a stride each and every day he's been coming in the building, just working, finding ways to get better. I definitely see improvement from him."
Teammates have uniformly praised Conerly's approach. Tunsil called him a "sponge" and said he is constantly asking questions. "He wants to be perfect," Tunsil said. The switch from left to right tackle is a massive challenge, a tougher task than it's given credit for.
"I don't know how he's doing it, because I couldn't do it," Tunsil said. "You kick me over to right, man, it's going to be tough. But he's got the feet. He's got the body type to do it. And he's doing a damn good job at it."
At the other tackle position, Tunsil is giving the Commanders all the peace of mind they hoped for. He is best known for his pass blocking, and he was dominant protecting Daniels's blind side. On one running play, he also collapsed defensive end Keion White and opened a lane off tackle for Robinson.
Jonathan Jones got the best of his old team. Like Wise, Jones returned to the place where he became a respected fixture and a Super Bowl champion. Quinn sees a role for Jones primarily as a cornerback who can still stymie receivers.
"The speed with Jonathan is so evident," Quinn said. "Although he's a veteran, the guy can absolutely fly. Sometimes, you see a change in that. For him, the speed of staying attached, playing man to man, that was a big deal."
Jones showed his speed on one play especially. He shadowed second-year wideout Javon Baker down the left sideline. After a deep pass landed incomplete, Baker agitated for a flag. When none came, the crowd booed. Jones skipped down the sideline and waved his arms, eliciting only louder boos.
Vrabel had the line of the day. As a legendary Patriots player, the coach briefly overlapped with Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury when Kingsbury spent 2003 deep on the Patriots' depth chart. A reporter asked Vrabel what he recalled about Kingsbury the player.
"He wasn't as good as Tom Brady," Vrabel said.
Bobby Wagner still has it. If Wagner has lost a step going into his 14th season, it doesn't show up on the field. During a seven-on-seven period, the Commanders linebacker stayed stride for stride with lightning-fast rookie running back TreVeyon Henderson on a wheel route. He ended practice by tipping a pass, allowing Sainristil to intercept the ball in the end zone.
Practice ended with a scary situation. As players and coaches milled around, a guest collapsed and convulsed with what appeared to be a seizure. The man fell next to Wagner, who turned around and called for a medic.
Medical personnel from both teams rushed to tend to the fallen man. Wagner did not know him but stood watch, still in shoulder pads and gloves. Wagner stayed for about 10 minutes until medics loaded the man onto a stretcher and assured Wagner they thought he would be okay. It was a small moment that said something big about Wagner.
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Washington Commanders
Paying Terry McLaurin is risky. Not paying him is even riskier.
With star quarterback Jayden Daniels on a rookie contract, the Commanders need to surround him with weapons.

(Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


By Jerry Brewer | 2025-08-07

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels formed an instant connection with wide receiver Terry McLaurin in their first season together. (Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


Until his stardust dissipates, Jayden Daniels factors into every decision the Washington Commanders make. What's best for him is what's best for the franchise. As long as he remains a responsible leader behind that toothy grin, every evaluation of the talent around him must center on one motivation: helping the prodigy become the most dangerous version of himself.
Which brings us to the issue of whether Terry McLaurin is "worth" $30 million per year. Consider it through the prism of Daniels, and it's not even a rhetorical question.
Managing the NFL's salary cap is the trickiest and most dynamic responsibility in professional sports. Evaluating good players as they age is a thankless task because it demands a general manager have icicles around his heart. For Adam Peters and Washington's front office, last season's surprising success complicates the situation. There is nothing in the year-two handbook that instructs a team to pay top dollar for a wide receiver who turns 30 next month. But with the Commanders coming off a 12-5 campaign and an appearance in the NFC championship game, they must maximize a short-term opportunity while executing a long-term vision.
There should be no existential decisions this soon, but to the unexpected victor belong the headaches. This is bigger than a stare down with McLaurin. It's about the kind of organization Washington wants to be with a rising superstar under center. Is it better to give Daniels every chance to grow into his MVP-caliber talent as quickly as possible? Or do the Commanders want to gasp at their calculator and stifle the good vibes by setting a hard line with the quarterback's most potent weapon?
In this case, a negotiation feels like a referendum. And if the Commanders want to turn their breakthrough into a sustainable run of contention, they need to act accordingly.
They must pay McLaurin, even if it hurts a little. Because Daniels deserves him.
Despite all the posturing, there's no sense the relationship between McLaurin and the team is beyond repair. He has requested a trade, perhaps to inject urgency in the process. But while McLaurin has some leverage because he is such an important part of the offense, it doesn't compare to the advantage the franchise holds. McLaurin is under contract for this season. Washington is not motivated to trade him, and with the season four weeks away, teams aren't inclined to swap significant draft picks and other assets to acquire McLaurin and meet his contract demands.
If McLaurin wants to play in 2025, he must budge. But the Commanders must humble themselves, too. If they want to give Daniels the best chance to avoid a sophomore regression, the quarterback needs the 80 receptions, 1,100 yards and at least seven touchdowns that McLaurin is certain to provide.

Terry McLaurin had 13 touchdown catches last season. (Tim Heitman/Imagn Images)


The situation isn't Jerry Jones vs. Micah Parsons. There's plenty of hope, yet it's still a fragile time because negotiations can turn emotional. Of course, Peters should want to continue the admirable work he has done to keep the team's cap sheet clean. He has taken a few chances -- rolling the dice mostly with 30-somethings, interestingly enough -- but the team has no potentially crippling contracts. Peters has made no shortsighted moves. Yet the house is still very much under construction, so giving McLaurin top-five-receiver money would feel like the first giant risk of his tenure.
But it would be a greater risk not to take a chance.
When a team finds a quarterback the caliber of Daniels, it can't contemplate taking weapons from him. Now is the time to stock the room. With Daniels on his rookie contract, the Commanders have a star making low-end-starter money. Washington doesn't have to pay him until after the 2027 season. Until then, he'll never have a cap number higher than $12 million.
This is the Commanders' opportunity to use the most coveted cheat code in the NFL. The past few years, as young quarterbacks have begun to struggle again, it hasn't been as fruitful to load up around an emerging signal caller on a cheap deal. But Daniels is a throwback to the most recent era when special QBs could direct playoff teams even while they were learning.
He's not yet ready to make inadequate talent look better than imagined. Even on his current trajectory, that will take another four years or so. And if he's the player we think he can be, he'll be earning a salary by then that will demand he do more with less. Right now, he can do mind-boggling things, but he needs the right talent to cushion him. When Peters traded for Deebo Samuel, he acquired a No. 2 receiver with star credentials to assist with Daniels's growth. He took a big swing trading for left tackle Laremy Tunsil. So it would be counterintuitive to leave McLaurin hanging.
When a franchise quarterback emerges, the mandate shifts. The Commanders must invest. They must accelerate. They must do everything to allow Daniels to chase greatness. He's a developing player, but he has arrived as an impact performer. Washington doesn't necessarily have to go 12-5 again to be on the right path, but the floor is much higher now. Falling back dramatically is not an option.
Sometimes, stability costs more than what you want to pay. McLaurin has been the most dependable, productive force in one of the NFL's most unstable situations. Four coaches. Thirteen quarterbacks. No matter the mess around him, he has reached 1,000 yards in five straight seasons. He has played in 97 of 100 regular season games. He has shown an ability to elevate his game in the postseason.
Now that he's with a legitimate star quarterback for the first time in the NFL, he has a chance to evolve with a great player and not merely sustain an insufficient offense.
McLaurin reportedly wants a deal with an annual average salary north of $30 million. Surely, Washington would rather be in the high 20s. Considering the first two years of that deal would come before Daniels gets rewarded, there's a chance to structure a four-year contract in a way that wouldn't hamstring the franchise.
With the cap rising, the Commanders can afford to do this. The stakes should be clear. Get too cute, and Daniels could suffer the most. They need to stay ahead of a league trying to figure out the quarterback.
The chemistry between a quarterback and his No. 1 receiver is always the remedy to adjusting defenses. Daniels and McLaurin are just beginning to vibe. Their connection deserves to be developed, not interrupted.
Cap flexibility is wonderful. A top-10 QB/WR tandem is more important. Daniels and McLaurin were already that good a year ago. I'm willing to bet McLaurin hasn't peaked because he has played just one season with a quarterback who didn't have severe limitations.
There is a 1,400-yard season in him. There are several more of his customary 1,100-yard seasons. Coach Dan Quinn has shown he can get quality performance out of players in their 30s. McLaurin, the ultimate professional, shows no signs of being close to the cliff.
The Commanders wouldn't be paying McLaurin solely for what he has done. There's plenty of value in what he still is: a reliable, productive, culture-setting weapon who keeps your quarterback on the rise. NFL decisions are full of gambles, but giving McLaurin a third contract isn't something to dread.
McLaurin deserves the money.
But more than that?
Daniels deserves McLaurin.

Jayden Daniels earned offensive rookie of the year honors with Terry McLaurin as his top target. (Nick Wass/AP)
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NFL
Shaken by controversy, NFLPA says it properly vetted its new leader
As David P. White takes over the players association on an interim basis, his first task is "rebuilding that confidence."

(Jordan Strauss/Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-07

David P. White, shown in 2020, is now the NFL Players Association's interim executive director. (Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


As David P. White steps into his new role as the NFL Players Association's interim executive director and tries to guide the organization through crisis, he brings an extensive history as a labor leader that his predecessor lacked. White and the NFLPA are taking immediate steps to attempt to avoid a repeat of the tumult that led to Lloyd Howell's resignation last month, two years into Howell's term as executive director.
White is pausing all his client work at his professional services and strategic consulting firm and is resigning from outside board service, an NFLPA spokesperson told The Washington Post. That will enable White to "focus on his role at the NFLPA," the spokesperson said Wednesday. It also could ensure White remains free of conflict-of-interest concerns, like those that plagued Howell.
White, the former national executive director and chief negotiator for the Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA), was a finalist to receive the job in 2023 but finished second to Howell despite being the preferred choice of the union's top player-led committee.
For this round, the NFLPA emerged from its vetting convinced there were no issues that would disqualify White as a candidate. That included a review of a 2015 report accusing White of misleading the SAG-AFTRA board of directors about an alleged attempt to "whitewash" a documentary about sexual abuse of child actors in Hollywood.
White was elected in a late-night vote Sunday by the NFLPA's team-by-team player representatives. He addressed all NFL players in a memo Wednesday.
"I've spent my career working with organizations that serve and protect working professionals, leading them through complex challenges," he wrote. "This union's mission is simple: to protect and empower you. To do that effectively, we must be united with clear priorities, transparent communication and consistent actions that demonstrate our understanding of what you need and want."
Jordan Mailata, the Philadelphia Eagles' left tackle and player representative, acknowledged on the opening day of training camp that the situation surrounding the union was "a mess," and teammate Lane Johnson went further.
"It's a s--- show, I guess," Johnson said.
"I mean, it's been that way," continued Johnson, who in 2017 sued the NFL and NFLPA over a 10-game suspension related to the league's policy on banned performance-enhancing substances. "People have known that. I've known that. So hopefully it gets better. I think it will."
The NFLPA has endured a series of more recent controversies that eroded trust among players and agents and led to Howell's resignation July 17. The complication of widespread uninterest and disengagement in union-related matters persists among rank-and-file players. Beckoning is a set of negotiations with the NFL and the league's team owners that includes a possible 18-game regular season and other labor issues.
White wrote in Wednesday's memo that his immediate priorities are restoring player confidence in the union, addressing time-sensitive challenges facing the organization and laying the groundwork for success under permanent leadership.
"Recent events have damaged trust between many of you and this organization," White wrote, adding that he plans to visit players during the season. "That trust isn't something we're entitled to -- it's something we must earn through consistent action. You deserve a union that operates professionally, communicates clearly and makes decisions that put your interests first. Rebuilding that confidence is my top priority, and it will be measured not by what we say, but by how we perform."

Lloyd Howell, right, shown speaking to NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, resigned July 17 as executive director of the NFLPA. (Kirby Lee-Imagn Images)


The NFLPA traditionally has been led by a former player, such as longtime executive director Gene Upshaw, who served until this death in 2008, or an attorney, such as DeMaurice Smith, who followed Upshaw (after an interim stint by union attorney Richard Berthelsen). The players broke from that in 2023 when they chose a business executive in Howell, the former chief financial officer of consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton.
The result was calamitous, although it's debatable to what extent that was attributable to Howell's professional background. The players never got to find out whether Howell's skill set would have translated well to negotiating the next collective bargaining agreement.
Issues included a federal investigation of a licensing company co-founded by the NFLPA, the union's handling of an arbitrator's ruling in a collusion case, and a possible conflict of interest stemming from Howell's previous consulting role with a firm approved to make private-equity investments in NFL franchises. ESPN reported on the day after Howell's resignation that he had charged the union for two visits to strip clubs.
Amid the 2023 vetting process, the players on the union's executive committee voted, 10-1, to recommend White, according to a player who was on the committee and another person with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of search confidentiality and the sensitivity of the issue. It never delivered that recommendation to the player reps because it wanted them to decide for themselves, the executive committee member said. The player reps did not know the identities of the two finalists, Howell and White, when they arrived at a Virginia resort for their two-day election meeting.
This time, all players participating in Sunday's vote were aware of the candidates beforehand and had time to consider their choice, the NFLPA spokesperson told The Post. The player reps interviewed and "properly vetted" candidates during a two-week process described by the spokesperson as "entirely led by players," adding that the NFLPA "incorporated lessons learned" from previous union election experiences.
"The process to determine the interim executive director did not mirror past executive director elections," the spokesperson said.
According to the spokesperson, White is pausing all his client work related to his firm, 3CG Ventures. He is resigning from his board service, including his role on the board of global professional services and consulting firm RGP, the spokesperson said. White no longer serves as the board chair of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco.
In 2015, Deadline reported that SAG-AFTRA had threatened to sue director Amy Berg unless she removed all references to the union in her documentary "An Open Secret." According to the report, the union denied it threatened a lawsuit and White repeated that denial in an email to the union's board of directors. Berg told Deadline that the union "used legal threats to try to sanitize the film."
The NFLPA "has reviewed this issue closely and feels confident that it has been fully briefed on the facts and context," the spokesperson told The Post.
The NFLPA concluded, the spokesperson said, that the "core issue was focused on the unauthorized use of SAG-AFTRA's name and brand in the film. The union requested that no inaccurate references to SAG-AFTRA be made that tied the union to any alleged misconduct out of context. ... The SAG-AFTRA board was informed of and involved in this matter at the time."
White recently served as a commissioner for the Industry Commission on Eliminating Sexual Harassment and Advancing Equality in the Workplace, the spokesperson said.
In 2017, former SAG president Ed Asner and other actors accused White and other SAG-AFTRA leaders of misuse of expense accounts. But an investigation by the accounting firm Bond Beebe found the allegations to be without merit, and Asner later retracted his claims and issued a letter of apology.
The podcast "Pablo Torre Finds Out" reported that after White left SAG-AFTRA in 2021, he was "rumored to be in the running to lead" the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers in a move that would have suggested he was willing to "play ball with management," it said. The NFLPA spokesperson said White was not a candidate for such a position but was "approached by a recruiter regarding his interest in the role and he declined."
One issue White will face at the NFLPA is facilitating more widespread player interest and engagement, beyond the small group that actively participates in union governance.
"There's always room for improvement," Eagles tailback Saquon Barkley said. "But sadly enough, I should be following that a lot more. I've just kind of been focused on a lot of other things right now."
Mailata said that responsibility falls on him and other player reps.
"They should take an interest," Mailata said. "But there's a reason why we vote for a player rep. And I should be doing a better job of engaging with the guys."
Said Johnson: "I think they'll care more when they realize that their voice is heard. Right now, I feel like we have the weakest union in sports. But as far as me playing football, it doesn't change the way I feel about playing. But hopefully they can fix it for players in the future."
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NFL
What the NFL's deal with ESPN means for the league, networks and RedZone
In an agreement announced Tuesday, the NFL would take a 10 percent equity stake in ESPN while giving the Disney-owned network access to NFL Network and RedZone.

ESPN announced a deal Tuesday night with the NFL involving NFL Network and RedZone. (Matt Slocum/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-06
The NFL and ESPN reached their long-awaited agreement that would give the Disney-owned sports network access to league media properties, including NFL Network and RedZone, while the NFL would take a 10 percent equity stake in ESPN.
The two sides announced the deal Tuesday night, calling the agreement "nonbinding." The transactions included in the deal are "subject to the parties' negotiation of definitive agreements, various approvals including by the NFL team owners, and customary closing conditions," the NFL and ESPN said.
"Today's announcement paves the way for the world's leading sports media brand and America's most popular sport to deliver an even more compelling experience for NFL fans, in a way that only ESPN and Disney can," Bob Iger, the Walt Disney Company's chief executive, said in a statement. "Commissioner [Roger] Goodell and the NFL have built outstanding media assets, and these transactions will add to consumer choice, provide viewers with even greater convenience and quality, and expand the breadth and value proposition of Disney's streaming ecosystem."
People familiar with the deliberations said last week that the deal was being finalized. It still faces regulatory approvals. That process is expected to take months, meaning little is likely to change during the 2025 NFL season, which begins next month.
"As Bob noted, we feel great about the NFL deal," Hugh Johnston, Disney's senior executive vice president and chief financial officer, said during its earnings call Wednesday morning. "It likely won't close until the end of next calendar year."
ESPN would own and operate NFL Network and, along with its traditional paid-television distribution, would integrate it into the direct-to-consumer streaming service that ESPN is launching. ESPN's platforms would license an additional three games per season to be carried on NFL Network, according to the announcement. Some games would be shifted from ESPN to NFL Network, which would continue to carry seven games per season.
"There are separate deals, one to license content and another to basically cover the asset exchange. ... The result of these agreements will give ESPN more games, more NFL games than they've ever had before," Iger said during Wednesday's earnings call. "Basically there will be 28 windows for NFL games, which is an increase over what we've had before. ... That obviously is of major significance in terms of both ESPN but also in terms of the audience."
The deal would give ESPN "broad rights to the RedZone brand," the league and the network said. ESPN would distribute the NFL RedZone channel, which allows viewers to watch key plays from Sunday afternoon games, to pay TV operators. People with knowledge of the discussions had called RedZone a key component of the deal. The NFL would retain ownership of RedZone and keep the rights to distribute it digitally.
"ESPN purchased the RedZone name, and they will be able to utilize that for other sports, college football and other things," Goodell said during an appearance Wednesday on ESPN.
The NFL would take a 10 percent equity stake in ESPN as part of the deal. The league would retain NFL Films, NFL+, its podcast network, and the league's and individual teams' websites. NFL Fantasy Football would merge with ESPN Fantasy Football.
NFL owners previously were alerted that the league might schedule a special owners meeting in August, apparently related to the pending deal with ESPN.
ESPN already holds the broadcast rights to the NFL's "Monday Night Football" package. Disney pays the NFL about $2.7 billion per year for that package. ESPN and Disney-owned ABC have the rights to carry two Super Bowls, the first to conclude the 2026 season.
The deal would provide content and value for ESPN's direct-to-consumer streaming service.
NFL Network would be "fully essentially included in, or ingested within the ESPN direct-to-consumer app," Iger said Wednesday. "So those games, the seven games that will be on the NFL Network, will all be part of ESPN's direct-to-consumer offering. And that's obviously where the major value will come."
ESPN announced Wednesday that its direct-to-consumer streaming service will launch Aug. 21. It announced in May that the service would cost subscribers $29.99 per month.
"This is an exciting day for sports fans," ESPN Chairman Jimmy Pitaro said in a statement Tuesday. "By combining these NFL media assets with ESPN's reach and innovation, we're creating a premier destination for football fans. Together, ESPN and the NFL are redefining how fans engage with the game -- anytime, anywhere. This deal helps fuel ESPN's digital future, laying the foundation for an even more robust offering as we prepare to launch our new direct-to-consumer service."
ESPN will have to decide to what extent it might bolster NFL Network programming following cutbacks to certain shows under the league's ownership. It also will have to consider how to address any redundancies between NFL Network staff and ESPN's current employees.
The NFL and ESPN announced a multiyear agreement Wednesday to extend ESPN's coverage rights for the NFL draft.
"All of it, added up, obviously gives ESPN the opportunity to go forward with a more compelling app. ... The revenue that we will derive from distributing the NFL Network and from distributing other NFL properties will obviously increase our revenue and increase our operating income for the ESPN business," Iger said. "That does not even factor in a potentially lower churn rate for the ESPN app once we go to market and once the NFL games are all included. And obviously there's advertising value as well. ... I've talked about it being one of the most important steps ESPN has taken, really, since they went from half a season to a full season of the NFL back in 1987."
ESPN and other networks that pay billions of dollars in rights fees to carry NFL games always have faced conflict-of-interest questions about the objectivity of their news coverage of the league and teams. Those questions were particularly intense about NFL Network's coverage of the league when it was owned by the NFL and the owners. Those issues could intensify for ESPN, with the NFL's pending ownership stake in the network.
The league and owners would be getting out of the business of running their own network. They had been negotiating for several years to sell NFL Network, but people with knowledge of the deliberations said Goodell was intent on doing a deal only if it was the right one and only if it made sense for the league.
"You all are so great at understanding what the fan wants," Goodell said during his ESPN appearance Wednesday. "You're so great at the production side of this. This will be combined on larger platforms, the NFL Network as well as some of our other important assets. I think this is just going to make the experience for our fans even better, as we evolve this relationship."
The NFL announced a set of broadcasting and streaming deals in March 2021 worth more than $110 billion in rights fees over 11 years. The league could reopen those deals around the end of the decade. Once the Monday night package comes up for another round of bidding, some in the industry wonder whether ESPN will have a built-in advantage.
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NFL
NFLPA confirms to players that the use of smelling salts is not banned
The NFL's memo to teams Tuesday only banned them from providing ammonia capsules or smelling salts to players on game days.

The Commanders' Charles Leno Jr. prepares for the second half of a game Sept. 11, 2022. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-07
The NFL Players Association confirmed to players Wednesday that the NFL's new policy on smelling salts only prohibits teams from providing them to players on game days. The measure does not ban players from using them, the union clarified.
"The NFL Players Association is aware of the memo issued by the league Tuesday regarding the use of smelling salts and ammonia capsules," the NFLPA wrote in its memo, a copy of which was obtained by The Washington Post. "We were not notified of this club policy change before the memo was sent out. To clarify, this policy does not prohibit player use of these substances, but rather it restricts clubs from providing or supplying them in any form. The NFL has confirmed this to us. If you have any questions, please reach out to your player director."
The NFL informed teams Tuesday that they are prohibited from supplying ammonia capsules or any form of smelling salts to players on game days. However, a ban on use by players would have to be negotiated with the union.
The league's memo to teams, a copy of which The Post obtained Tuesday, noted that last year the Food and Drug Administration "issued a warning to companies that produce commercially available ammonia inhalants (AIs), as well as to consumers about the purchase and use of AIs, regarding the lack of evidence supporting the safety or efficacy of AIs marketed for improving mental alertness or boosting energy. The FDA noted potential negative effects from AI use. AIs also have the potential to mask certain neurologic signs and symptoms, including some potential signs of concussion."
That FDA warning led the NFL's head, neck and spine committee to recommend a prohibition on the use of ammonia inhalants "for any purpose during play in the NFL," according to the memo.
"In light of this information, effective for the 2025 NFL season, clubs are prohibited from providing or supplying ammonia in any form at NFL games," the league said. "For clarity, 'ammonia' refers to ammonia capsules, inhalers, ammonia in a cup, and any form of 'smelling salts.'"
The NFL told teams that the prohibition "applies to all club personnel (including but not limited to team physicians, athletic trainers, strength and conditioning coaches and coaches or other personnel)" and will be in effect "through the entirety of all NFL games, including during all pregame activities, and halftime, and applies on the sideline and in stadium locker rooms."
San Francisco 49ers tight end George Kittle walked onto the NFL Network set at the team's training camp Tuesday to "air a grievance," he said.
"Our team got a memo today that smelling salts and ammonia packets were made illegal in the NFL," Kittle said, adding that he uses them on every offensive drive, "and I've been distraught all day. ... I considered retirement. ... So we've got to figure out a middle ground here, guys. Somebody help me out. Somebody come up with a good idea."
On its website, the Cleveland Clinic wrote in 2023 that smelling salts are "bottled powders or packets that contain a hefty dose of ammonia and other chemicals." They produce a response from the nervous system that is often "referred to as a 'stress response' or 'fight-or-flight mode,'" the article said, from "a rush of adrenaline and other hormones that prepares your body for battle."
The article said smelling salts are "not physically addicting" and their use "isn't necessarily going to cause long-term damage" but warned: "Injuries are common in contact sports. Athletes wear protective gear and have concussion protocols in place for good reason. But taking smelling salts can mask the pains and symptoms of injuries, making athletes miss out on getting the medical attention they need."
This story has been updated.
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WNBA
Mystics send out Aaliyah Edwards, bolster guard depth with Jacy Sheldon
It is the second trade Washington has made this week, following Tuesday's move to send all-star Brittney Sykes to Seattle.

(Brian Fluharty/Getty Images)


By Varun Shankar, Kareem Copeland | 2025-08-07

Jacy Sheldon will provide backcourt depth for the Mystics. (Brian Fluharty/Getty Images)


The Washington Mystics traded forward Aaliyah Edwards to the Connecticut Sun in exchange for Jacy Sheldon and swap rights for a 2026 first-round pick, the team announced Thursday.
Sheldon and Edwards were taken with consecutive picks -- No. 5 and No. 6 -- in the 2024 draft, just ahead of Chicago Sky all-star Angel Reese. Sheldon, a 24-year-old point guard, is averaging 7.5 points and 1.9 assists per game this season.
Edwards, 23, was the last first-round pick made under former general manager Mike Thibault. Her role dwindled in her second season and first under the team's new regime.
She has yet to start a game this season after doing so 17 times as a rookie and saw her minutes per game drop from 21.8 to 13.3. The University of Connecticut product is averaging 6.0 points and 3.3 rebounds per game, shooting 47.9 percent from the field.
As part of the deal, Washington will have the right to swap the Minnesota Lynx's 2026 first-round pick for the New York Liberty's. The teams have the WNBA's best records entering Thursday's games, with the Lynx 51/2 games ahead.
"We are excited to welcome Jacy to the Mystics and think her skill set, energy, and team-first approach will be a great fit for us," Mystics General Manager Jamila Wideman said in a news release. "She is a competitor and leads through the example of her work-ethic. She has built on her solid rookie campaign and demonstrated an ability to shoot the ball and read the game on both ends of the court."
Sheldon, who played collegiately at Ohio State, has drastically improved her efficiency from her rookie year, when she played in Dallas before an offseason trade to Connecticut. Her field goal percentage jumped from 38.6 to 47 percent and her three-point percentage from 30.9 to 41.2 percent.
She was the recipient of Sophie Cunningham's hard foul in a late June matchup with the Indiana Fever, a foul that seemed in part to be a response to Sheldon's physical defense on Caitlin Clark.
Sheldon gives the Mystics more guard depth after the team traded Brittney Sykes to the Seattle Storm on Tuesday. The move also eases a logjam in the frontcourt that contributed to Edwards's drop in minutes.

Aaliyah Edwards has yet to start a game for the Mystics this season after doing so 17 times as a rookie. (Brien Aho/Getty Images)


Edwards struggled to establish a clear role, especially after Washington selected Kiki Iriafen with the No. 4 pick in the 2025 draft. Iriafen's strong rookie year -- she's averaging 12.1 points and 8.2 rebounds per game -- combined with expansive roles for Shakira Austin and Stefanie Dolson, made consistent playing time tough to come by.
Edwards has yet to play more than 20 minutes in a game this season and combined for 10 minutes across the Mystics' past two games. She now gets what should be an increased opportunity -- and a homecoming of sorts -- with the league-worst Sun (5-23).
"Bringing Aaliyah to the Connecticut Sun is more than just a roster move; it's a statement about where we're headed as a franchise," Sun General Manager Morgan Tuck said.
"Aaliyah is a transformational talent with the mindset and drive that aligns with our vision of building a championship culture. What truly sets her apart is the way she leads, connects, and competes. Aaliyah is the kind of person and player who can help redefine the future of this organization and we're ready to build that future together."
The Mystics are 13-16 and 10th in the standings after three consecutive losses. They continue a road swing at Minnesota on Friday night.
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.




By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-07
NFL PRESEASON
7 p.m. Indianapolis at Baltimore >>> WBAL (Ch. 11), NFL Network, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
10 p.m. Las Vegas at Seattle >>> NFL Network 
MLB
Noon Athletics at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
4 p.m. Chicago White Sox at Seattle >>> MLB Network
7:15 p.m. Miami at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Nexo Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: St. Jude Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. U.S. Women's Amateur, round of 16 >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
9 a.m. African Nations Championship, group stage: Democratic Republic of Congo vs. Zambia >>> BeIN Sports
Noon African Nations Championship, group stage: Angola at Kenya >>> BeIN Sports
7:30 p.m. Leagues Cup, group stage: Monterrey at Charlotte FC >>> Fox Sports 1
11:15 p.m. Leagues Cup, group stage: Santos Laguna at LA Galaxy >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: Cincinnati Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
6 p.m. ATP/WTA: National Bank Open, singles finals >>> Tennis Channel
9:30 p.m. ATP/WTA: Cincinnati Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Canadian Football League: British Columbia at Hamilton >>> CBS Sports Network
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL REGION TOURNAMENTS
1 p.m. Midwest, semifinal: Nebraska vs. South Dakota >>> ESPN2
3 p.m. Mid-Atlantic, semifinal: Maryland vs. Delaware >>> ESPN
5 p.m. Mountain, semifinal: Montana vs. Utah >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. New England, final: Massachusetts vs. New Hampshire >>> ESPN
9 p.m. West, final: Hawaii vs. TBD >>> ESPN
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL WORLD SERIES
1 p.m. Oklahoma vs. Pennsylvania >>> ESPN
5 p.m. North Carolina vs. Japan >>> ESPN
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Your Data and Privacy
Instagram Map lets your friends, and possibly exes, track your every move
A guide to how Instagram is now sharing your location and how to stop it.

(Washington Post illustration; Geoffrey A. Fowler/The Washington Post via Instagram/TWP)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-08-07
Instagram has a new feature to share your precise real-time location with friends. There are many, many reasons you should think twice before enabling it. I'll show you the settings you need to know.
Starting this week in the U.S., Instagram rolled out a new map view, which you access at the top of the direct-message inbox. The map, confusingly, combines two forms of location sharing: First, it includes locations you have actively tagged in recent Instagram stories or posts. Second, the app nudges you to opt in to a new form of passive location sharing -- letting friends see wherever you last opened the app, even just to scroll through it.
So many users have been shocked to see their own locations on the Instagram map that the social network's head Adam Mosseri posted a "clarification" on Thursday that "your location will only be shared *if* you decide to share it."
Sharing your real-time whereabouts with friends can sound fun, and is popular among younger users with apps such as Apple's FindMy or on the Snapchat app's Snap Map. But relationship and parenting experts warn location sharing can also turn into a stressful or even dangerous form of control.
This is a big privacy shift for Instagram. It's going from an intentional sharing experience -- where you decide when and what to post -- to an always-on, background sharing experience. Instagram called the function "a new, lightweight way to connect," in its launch announcement.
To make sure you're not on Instagram Map, select "no one" under "Who can see your location" in its settings. Also, don't actively tag location on your posts, stories and reels. And even better, stop Instagram from collecting location data about you by going to your phone's settings, selecting privacy, then location, and turning off location for Instagram entirely.
Instagram Map offers some controls: You choose whether to share your location with all friends (defined as followers who you follow back), your "close friends" group or only to specifically selected friends. There are also options to not share location in specific places, with specific people or for a specific period of time.
That's an awful lot to manage. Unless you actively keep track, you could end up sending your location to exes, professional contacts or even real friends who might feel left out of an activity that doesn't include them. And, of course, allowing Instagram to collect your location gives social media giant Meta even more data to (literally) map your life and target you with ads.

Instagram Map asks users to choose how widely to share their precise location: with friends, close friends, or just specific people. 


The biggest risk is broadcasting information you'd never intentionally post about, from a doctor's visit to a date, says Tracy Chou, the founder of an app called Block Party that helps people clean their social media settings. "This feels like the same playbook they've used to get us to overshare in the past -- promise that it's easy to be in control of your sharing, but make it so that in practice you default into oversharing because it's too tedious to fine-tune both who sees things and what they see," she says.
Common Sense Media, a child advocacy nonprofit, tells me families should approach both Instagram Map and Snap Map with caution because it brings real safety risks. Location data is sensitive because it reveals patterns about where people go regularly, including their home, school or job.
"When teens share their exact location, they're potentially telling strangers where they are in real time. This creates opportunities for harassment, stalking, or worse," says Common Sense senior director Robbie Torney.
Location sharing can also create social pressure around where teens go and who they spend time with. A 2023 research report from Common Sense found that location sharing was viewed by girls as one of the most-negative aspects of social media.
Instagram offers parents some control if they've set up a so-called Teen Account. They get a notification if their teen starts sharing their location, can decide whether their teen has access to location sharing -- and get to see with whom who their teen is sharing location.
Common Sense recommends families talk about location sharing and turn it off. "If teens want to let specific people know where they are, they can send a direct message rather than broadcasting their location," says Torney.
That advice applies to adults, too. Surveilling the location of a romantic partner can lead to uncomfortable power dynamics and even the risk of abuse. Research published in May by Australia's eSafety commissioner found that 19 percent of 18 to 24-year-olds in that country thought it was reasonable to expect to track the location of an intimate partner. It warned this could contribute to manipulation and control.
If you have a good reason to share your location with someone, such as caring for an elder adult or temporarily keeping track of friends you're vacationing with, there are much better ways to do so than Instagram Map. The iPhone's FindMy and Messages app, for example, let you share your location directly, and gives you the option from the start to limit it to just one hour or until the end of the day.
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Tech
OpenAI made a big upgrade to ChatGPT. Here's what to know about GPT-5.
ChatGPT maker OpenAI released GPT-5 today, an upgrade to its AI technology that is free for all users, although a paid subscription is needed for unlimited use.

OpenAI says its new GPT-5 AI technology will make its flagship product ChatGPT more helpful. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Nitasha Tiku | 2025-08-07
SAN FRANCISCO -- ChatGPT maker OpenAI on Thursday released GPT-5, an upgraded version of the artificial intelligence technology that powers its popular chatbot, promising better results on tasks including answering health questions, writing and generating computer code.
ChatGPT has more than 700 million users every week, OpenAI has said, and is used by people to help out at home, work and school. The company has often claimed its technology is advancing quickly toward the point it will be able to match or exceed humans at every possible task. Executives said in a news briefing that GPT-5 does not perform at that level.
All ChatGPT users will get access to GPT-5, even those using the free version. But only those with a $200 a month "Pro" subscription get unlimited access to the newly released system. GPT-5 will be the default mode on all versions.
Users not paying for ChatGPT will only be able to ask a certain number of questions answered by GPT-5 before the chatbot switches back to using an older version of OpenAI's technology.
GPT-5 is faster to respond to questions than OpenAI's previous offerings and less likely to "hallucinate" or make up false answers, OpenAI executives said at a news briefing ahead of its release. It gives ChatGPT "better taste" when generating writing, said Nick Turley, who leads work on the chatbot.
OpenAI's new AI software can also answer queries using a process dubbed "reasoning" that shows the user a series of messages attempting to break down a question into steps before giving its final answer. "GPT-5 is the first time that it really feels like talking to an expert, a PhD-level expert," OpenAI CEO Sam Altman said of the experience of using the upgraded ChatGPT.
Altman said GPT-5 is particularly good at generating computer programming code, a feature that has become a major selling point for OpenAI and rival AI developers and transformed the work of programmers.
In a demo, the company showed how two paragraphs of instruction was enough to have GPT-5 create a simple website offering tutoring in French, complete with a word game and daily vocabulary tests.
Altman predicted that people without any computer science training will one day be able to quickly and easily generate any kind of software they need to help them at work or with other tasks. "This idea of software on demand will be a defining era of the new GPT-5 era," Altman said.
GPT-5 could give many people their first encounter with AI systems that attempt to work through a user's request step-by-step before giving a final answer.
That so-called "reasoning" process has become popular with AI companies because it can result in better answers on complex questions, particularly on math and coding tasks. Watching a chatbot generate a series of messages that read like an internal monologue can be alluring, but AI experts warn users not to confuse the technique with a peek into AI's black box.
The self-chatter doesn't necessarily reflect an internal process like that of a human working on a problem, but designing chatbots to create what are sometimes dubbed "chains of thought" forces the software to allocate more time and energy to a query.
OpenAI released its first reasoning model in September for its paying users but Chinese start-up DeepSeek in January released a free chatbot that made its "chain of thought" visible to users, shocking Silicon Valley and temporarily tanking American tech stocks.
The company said ChatGPT will now automatically send some queries to the "reasoning" version of GPT-5, depending on the type of conversation and complexity of the questions asked.
No.
Tech leaders have for years been making claims that AI is improving so fast it will soon become able to learn and perform all tasks that humans can at or better than our own ability. But GPT-5 does not perform at that level.
Super intelligence and artificial general intelligence, or AGI, remain ill-defined concepts because human intelligence is very different from the capabilities of computers, making comparisons tricky.
OpenAI CEO Altman has been one of the biggest proponents of the idea that AI capabilities are increasing so rapidly they will soon revolutionize many aspects of society. "This is a significant step forward," Altman said of GPT-5. "I would say it's a significant fraction of the way to something very AGI-like."
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Tech Policy
Trump calls for Intel CEO to resign
President Donald Trump called for Intel CEO Lip-Bu Tan to resign amid controversy over investments in China. Trump's demand followed Sen. Tom Cotton's concerns over national security. 

Intel CEO Lip-Bu Tan delivers a speech in Taipei, Taiwan, in May. (Chiang Ying-ying/AP)


By Eva Dou, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump called for Intel CEO Lip-Bu Tan to resign Thursday, picking up on controversy over his investments in China.
"The CEO of INTEL is highly CONFLICTED and must resign, immediately. There is no other solution to this problem. Thank you for your attention to this problem!" Trump wrote on Truth Social on Thursday morning.
Trump's post marks an extraordinary intervention in a private-sector company, and an escalation of his years-long practice of pressuring companies through his social media bully pulpit. Trump's criticisms of companies on X and Truth Social have temporarily tanked their stock prices. If Tan steps down, the ouster would be another display of the ways Trump has expanded the traditional boundaries of presidential power.
Trump has used social media to announce plans to fire government employees. Just last week, he announced his plans to oust head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Truth Social.
The White House did not immediately specify Trump's concerns, but a White House official said Trump remained fully committed to safeguarding the country's national and economic security. "This includes ensuring that iconic American companies in cutting-edge sectors are led by men and women who Americans can trust," the official said.
Intel did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Its stock was down 3.3 percent late Thursday morning.
The president's demand came after Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas) sent a letter to Intel's board chair this week saying there were national security concerns over Tan's business ties to China.
Cotton wrote that Tan's investments raised questions over whether Intel could be a responsible steward of American taxpayer dollars" and if it could comply with applicable security regulations.
Reuters reported in April that Tan, a Malaysian-born naturalized American executive, had investments in hundreds of Chinese tech firms. While investments in China have not been unusual for tech industry executives, they are increasingly under scrutiny amid a tense race in AI technologies.
The role of chips as a dual-use technology -- critical for both the civilian economy and the military -- also increases the sensitivity for the sector's investment ties.
Intel's performance struggles have been under U.S. policymakers' microscope. The company is the largest recipient of billions of dollars in grants under the CHIPS and Science Act, a major bipartisan program to improve the competitiveness of the U.S. computer chip industry, with implications for the AI race.
Despite the federal grants, Intel said last month it will lay off 15 percent of its staff as it pivots toward AI chips.
Trump has frequently criticized the CHIPS Act grants to companies like Intel, claiming that tariffs are a more effective way to pressure companies to shift production to the United States. On Wednesday, Trump announced a 100 percent tariff on all computer chips imported to the United States, except for companies that commit to "building" on U.S. soil.
The administration has sought to renegotiate the previous administration's grants to chip companies that they described as "overly generous," Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick testified on Capitol Hill in June.
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Tech
When apps leak our data, who is responsible?
The Tea and Flo apps put women at risk. Where are the consequences? 

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


By Tatum Hunter | 2025-08-07
A recent cyberattack exposed the sensitive personal data of thousands of women who used the Tea Dating Advice app to discuss and review men they date. A few days later, a California jury found that Meta wrongfully collected data from women using the period-tracking app Flo.
The steady drum of high-profile app hacks and leaks has become background noise for many consumers -- in 2024 alone, 1.7 billion people had their personal data compromised, according to data from the Identity Theft Resource Center. Among the recent targets are genetic data company 23andMe, Microsoft's workplace software and Tea, which explicitly billed itself as a safety app for women.
On Tuesday a California judge combined five class-action lawsuits from Tea users accusing the company of failing to protect their sensitive information. The plaintiffs include a single mother fleeing domestic violence and a woman who posted on Tea about an alleged rapist in her community. After the Tea hack, people online used the leaked data to create a map of users' locations. Others shared users' photos along with misogynistic insults.
Tea and Flo are both still operating and available in major app stores.It's a good reminder how often we turn over sensitive information to our apps and what little recourse we have when things go wrong.
Online safety advocates have been warning for years that our apps -- from big-name mainstays to relative newcomers like Tea -- collect too much data and store it unsafely. But despite a stream of unnerving hacks, not much has changed, they say. The United States still doesn't have a comprehensive data privacy law. Tech companies, increasingly aided by AI programs that write code, rush products to market without proper safety measures. And consumers are left to fend for themselves, according to tech and security experts.
"It's not uncommon among software developers -- especially small, scrappy start-up kind of stuff -- to not even know how to store this information securely," said Chester Wisniewski, a global director at cybersecurity company Sophos.
You couldn't blame app users for wondering: When cybersecurity disaster strikes, who should be held responsible?
Tea shot to the top of the Apple App Store in July as videos trended on social media discussing the app's controversial components, including letting women rate and review the men they date along with "red flags," "green flags" and photos. Soon after, people on Reddit and 4chan called for the app to be targeted, and hackers found and shared the selfies, government IDs and direct messages of thousands of Tea users.
Since the hack, Tea has continued to post lighthearted content promoting itself on its Instagram page. Last week, it posted a statement in response to the hack, saying it was taking its direct message system down out of an "abundance of caution."
But the app's setup reflects a lack of safety precautions and security testing, putting users at risk from day one, says Dave Meister, a global head at cybersecurity research firm Check Point Software. Like many app start-ups, Tea appears to have released a product that looks good on the front end but lacks appropriate security infrastructure on the back end, he said. In this case, an exposed database let bad actors easily access troves of sensitive information, according to Meister.
"The fact that [the hackers] got in and just got free rein in the style which they did makes it very clear that the security there wasn't adequate and probably hadn't been considered as a part of the development of the application," he said.
Tea's founder and CEO, Sean Cook, has said that he got the idea for the app after watching his mother struggle with catfishing online. Cook previously worked as a product manager at Salesforce, Shutterfly and other tech companies, according to his LinkedIn. Cook, through the company's PR firm, declined to be interviewed for this story or comment on the breach.
Tea spokesperson Taylor Osumi said Wednesday in an emailed statement that the company "remains fully engaged in strengthening the Tea App's security, and we look forward to sharing more about those enhancements soon." Tea will provide "free identity protection services" to affected individuals, according to the statement.
Apple, meanwhile, is still hosting the Tea app as well as the similar TeaOnHer app in its online store. Its guidelines require that apps "implement appropriate security measures to ensure proper handling of user information" and "prevent its unauthorized use, disclosure, or access by third parties."
When Apple finds that an app is out of compliance, it contacts the developer to explain the violation and gives them time to resolve it, Apple spokesperson Peter Ajemian said. He declined to comment on the Tea app specifically.
With companies and app stores often passing the buck, it might fall to regulators to keep consumers safe, security experts say. Last week's Flo app ruling against Meta comes after the Federal Trade Commission accused Flo in 2021 of misleading users over how it treats their health data. A group of users also sued Flo over its privacy practices. Flo settled both lawsuits without admitting wrongdoing.
But while regulators catch up, tech industry changes are putting consumers at increased risk of shoddy apps, Wisniewski said. For example "vibe coding," in which people use AI tools to write software programs, lets inexperienced developers spin up new apps with just a few typed commands.
"Everybody's talking about vibe-coding," he said. "You think these apps are bad now? Wait until AI starts writing them, they're going to be a hundred times worse."
Unsafe apps pose an outsize risk to women and other vulnerable groups, said Michael Pattullo, senior threat intelligence manager at Moonshot, a company that monitors online dangers. Moonshot has recorded an average of 3,484 violent threats against women per month in high-risk online spaces such as 4chan since it started monitoring in 2022. Data breaches fuel this ecosystem and put users at risk of physical harm when their names or addresses are leaked, Pattullo said.
Social media platforms don't do enough to stop the spread of leaked information, he noted. Mainstream social media sites took down 28 percent of the violative posts Moonshot flagged in 2024, the company says. So far this year, that rate has decreased to six percent.
Without tech companies, social platforms and app stores keeping users safe, the burden falls on regular people to withhold their data or try to guess which apps are trustworthy, Pattullo said.
"A user isn't joining any of these platforms expecting to have their privacy and physical security at risk, just by being in an online space, especially one that presents itself as secure," he said. "The one who has to take accountability and responsibility for this isn't the user, right?"
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Tech
Memories of deadly winter blackouts haunt the Texas data center boom
A newly passed law in Texas requires emergency shutoff switches for data centers, including the massive $500 billion AI supercomputer backed by President Trump. 

A plane passes over power lines and a passing storm at dusk on July 15 in San Antonio. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Caroline O'Donovan | 2025-08-07
The American electrical grid is creaking under growing demand from data centers that power websites, streaming platforms and Silicon Valley's artificial intelligence boom. A new law in Texas introduced an unprecedented remedy: Cut power to the energy-guzzling facilities in times of emergency.
Lawmakers who championed the law say giving the Texas grid operator that option will help avoid deadly blackouts like those that followed a 2021 winter storm in which more than 200 people died. State regulators are now hashing out how to implement data center shutoffs with industry leaders.
The willingness of Republicans in a red state that is a major hub for data centers to impose new regulations on the facilities underscores how even those enthusiastic about participating in the AI revolution can be hampered by the limits of the country's aging infrastructure.
The narrow prospects for adding new energy sources to the grid may be cut further further by President Donald Trump's recently passed tax law, even as data centers contribute to rising electricity rates.
Texas, with its wide open spaces, cheap energy and pro-business policies, is a natural home for data centers, warehouselike buildings stocked with powerful computers that can consume comparable power to a small city.
The Lone Star State hosts data centers built by Meta, Alphabet, and Microsoft. Abilene, in western Texas, is home to the first site of the Stargate AI data center project that, according to a January announcement hosted by Trump, aimed to "immediately" spend $100 billion.
Trump has made more data centers a national priority, recently seeking to accelerate their construction with a new national AI plan and an executive order that eases federal permitting.
But the fatal 2021 storm that left millions of Texas residents in the dark without heat while industrial operations stayed online provides a stark reminder of the dangers of overstretched energy infrastructure.
Last year, Texas power officials informed lawmakers that energy demand on the state's grid could double in six years, threatening its reliability. The forecast set off a panic that led to the drafting of the law allowing data centers to be cut off in emergencies.

Customers wait in line to get their propane tanks filled in Austin in February 2021, after a snowstorm left many without power. (Sergio Flores/For The Washington Post)


"We never want to risk another [Storm] Uri, where over 200 Texans died because they lost their electricity," said Texas state Sen. Phil King, who co-wrote the bill, in a Feb. 27 hearing about the legislation, using an unofficial name for the storm. "That can never, ever happen again."
An implementation process that began with a public meeting before the Texas Public Utility Commission late last month will determine when and how power can be cut to data centers under the new law, which was signed by  Gov. Greg Abbott in June. The process will also specify new requirements for how the facilities pay for power and grid infrastructure upgrades.
Tyler Norris, a fellow at Duke University, said the process will be closely watched by lawmakers and energy leaders around the country as they grapple with electricity demand forecasts that are "physically impossible to meet."
"It's hard to overstate the significance in terms of the direction this is likely to push the data center industry," Norris said. "When you have periods of system stress -- demand exceeding supply -- you get into load shedding ... Unless a data center is providing a critical national security function, there's going to be a push to curtail the data center first."
Days after Trump announced Stargate in an Oval Office live stream in January, OpenAI executives flew to Austin to discuss the project with state officials including Gov. Abbott. Stargate is a joint venture between the ChatGPT maker, business software giant Oracle and Japanese investor SoftBank. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
Texas leaders -- like their counterparts in states including Ohio, Virginia and Arizona -- have welcomed data center projects and the tax revenue they promise.
Two of the lobbyists OpenAI brought along to the Austin meeting, Daniel Hodge and Luis Saenz, had previously served as Abbott's chief of staff. After the meeting, OpenAI's global policy director Chris Lehane wrote a LinkedIn post thanking the governor for a "big Texas welcome."
Behind the scenes, Republican state senators  King and Charles Schwertner were preparing State Bill 6. It introduced measures aimed at ensuring tech companies pay their fair share for power transmission costs, and required any data center seeking a grid connection after Dec. 31 to build a switch that can be used to cut supply in an emergency.
The legislation was spurred by an ominous forecast in June 2024 testimony from the chief executive of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT), the nonprofit that manages the Texas electric grid. It predicted that, largely thanks to data centers, energy demand in the state would nearly double by 2030.
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick called the forecast "shocking" in a social media post that month. "We want data centers," he wrote, "but it can't be the Wild Wild West of data centers."

The Cipher Mining data center in Odessa, Texas. The state's cheap energy is a draw for the facilities. (Justin Hamel/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


As the bill made its way through the Texas legislature, tech companies voiced concerns, including Crusoe and Lancium, partners of OpenAI and Oracle on the Stargate project in Abilene.
At a February hearing, Dan Diorio, vice president of state policy at the Data Center Coalition, an industry group, warned of the "significant consequences" of even a "momentary interruption" to data center customers, which he said include governments, law enforcement, hospitals and banks.
Microsoft, Amazon, Oracle, and Google are members of the Data Center Coalition.
The most strenuous opposition to the Texas data center bill came from other Republicans. In interviews and editorials this spring, Vance Ginn, a conservative and former Texas lobbyist who briefly worked for the White House Office of Management and Budget during  Trump's first term, argued that the regulation could make his state less attractive to tech industry dollars.
Ginn's comments were followed by criticism from right-wing pundits and influencers who saw a potential threat to the Trump administration's plans to see America dominate AI. At the time, Lt. Gov. Patrick's office told Fox News he was aligned with Trump's vision for AI in Texas.
"We have made clear we are in lockstep with President Trump on his goal to make America the premier destination for AI, data centers, and cryptocurrency," Patrick's communications director Steven Aranyi told The Post.
Abbott signed the bill on June 20. His press secretary, Andrew Mahaleris, said the governor acted "to ensure that, as Texas grows, ERCOT can effectively manage energy to meet rising demand."
"Thanks to this law and increased investments in energy infrastructure, innovators know Texas has the tools needed to lead," he said in an emailed statement.

Texas state Rep. Chris Paddie (L) and state Sen. Kelly Hancock (R) watch as Gov. Greg Abbott signs bills during a news conference aimed at improving the state's power grid after the deadly storms, at the state Capitol in Austin in June 2021. (Montinique Monroe/Getty Images)


White House spokesperson Harrison Fields said in a statement that  Trump's goal is to create "a golden age for American technological dominance" and that "state legislators and utility regulators need to be more open to facilitating data center development in a manner that  ensures a productive and symbiotic relationship between grid operators, developers, and hyperscalers that does not impose unreasonable and onerous restrictions on the American tech companies on the frontier of AI development."
New data centers are still incubating in Texas, where former governor Rick Perry announced plans for a nuclear-powered facility near Amarillo to be called the Donald J. Trump Advanced Energy and Intelligence Campus. OpenAI has said it's expanding Stargate in Abilene with a deal to add facilities that consume another 4.5 gigawatts of power.
Ginn, the former Trump staffer, said he remains concerned the new law creates "structural barriers to growth, innovation, and voluntary grid support at times we need it most."
The new regime for data centers in Texas could push tech companies to rethink how they operate the facilities.
In an extreme weather event, Texas must be able to  "load shed as quickly as possible," said Clif Lange of the South Texas Electric Cooperative. At the public meeting last month, he acknowledged that "bad things can potentially happen" when power to industrial customers is cut, but said some must find a way to be flexible.
While online services depend on data centers to keep operating, major tech companies can switch some workloads between locations. The facilities are also used for less time-sensitive work that can be paused or postponed.

A worker repairs a utility pole on Feb. 18, 2021, that was damaged by the winter storm that passed through Odessa, Texas. (Eli Hartman/Odessa American/AP)


The tech industry is exploring ways to reduce the burden that data centers place on electric grids.
Google on Monday announced deals with two utilities, the Tennessee Valley Authority and Indiana Michigan Power, that will see the internet company reduce its energy demand during periods of peak usage by adjusting AI workloads running in its data centers. Chipmaker Nvidia has backed start-up Emerald AI, which is developing software to help other data centers do the same thing.
Robin Hytowitz, a researcher with the nonprofit Electric Power Research Institute, which is studying how data center flexibility could help electrical infrastructure, said the new Texas law is "the first state bill that really gave clarity around some of that emergency use." It probably won't be the last.
New Jersey is considering a law that would offer financial incentives to data centers to be more adaptable.
California state Sen. Steve Padilla has proposed legislation aimed at insulating residential grid customers from rate hikes due to data center demand. "We've got to try to figure out what happens when one of these things plugs in and starts drawing off the grid, and suddenly we have scarcities created that drive up cost on a scale that we haven't seen before," he said.
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Tech in Your Life
I spent months living with smart glasses. People talk to me differently now.
Eyeglasses are being augmented with screens, AI, and the power to unnerve people. We tested a pair from Even Realities to see how.

(Monica Rodman/TWP)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-08-07
SAN FRANCISCO -- Mark Zuckerberg's Meta is betting that glasses packed with displays and AI smarts will become our "primary computing devices" in the future. Google, already cozy with Samsung, is inking deals with popular brands such as Warby Parker and Gentle Monster to get similar smart glasses ready for the masses.
Their latest, most ambitious pairs of smart glasses aren't ready for sale yet. But for the last few months, I have gotten a small taste of what life with more sophisticated smart glasses might be like by testing a pair from Even Realities, a start-up headquartered in China and co-founded by a former Apple engineer.
I wore these $599 glasses to keep up with emails and even get directions to dinner. They are capable and charming in their own right -- but the most interesting thing about using them has been how they have changed the way people interact with me.
Honestly, things can get pretty awkward. It's no one's fault -- it is a side effect of us living in a time where hugely influential people and companies can suggest that not having these kinds of glasses could, in time, put us at a "pretty significant cognitive disadvantage."
Like it or not, Big Tech is coming for our glasses. And it's going to take some getting used to, whether you plan to wear these things or not.

These smart glasses look almost indistinguishable from a regular pair. (Monica Rodman/The Washington Post)


Smart glasses in development, such as the Meta and Google models I mentioned, can talk to you out loud. They can take pictures, show you videos and use AI to tell you more about the world you see.
The Even Realities glasses can't do those things. But I have interpreted different languages in conversation (which works passably), teleprompter-ed my way through a presentation (which was even better) and asked for advice from popular chatbots that I could read in a flash. (If I had fewer scruples, they would make me an ace at trivia night.)
Mainly though, these glasses feel like a smartwatch for your face: They are best for quick interactions such as checking your notifications and leaving yourself reminders and kind notes.
What I appreciate most about these glasses, though, is how seriously Even Realities tried to make them look normal. There are no cameras or blinking lights here -- just microphones to listen to your notes and requests, and green screens that aren't really screens at all.
Instead, the glasses project your messages and stock quotes into a "waveguide" -- in this case, a specialized bit of glass that reflects light into your field of view -- bonded to more traditional, prescription lenses.

The waveguides built into the lenses often spark interest -- and skepticism. (Monica Rodman/The Washington Post) 


Those waveguides are also the biggest giveaway that there is something unusual about these glasses, and things can get a little strange when people spot them.
Once people realized my glasses were full of tech, conversations often took a turn for the awkward -- and they mostly unfolded the same way:
"Are you recording me?" (No, I'm not.)
"Where are the cameras?" (There aren't any!)
"You're really not recording me?" (No!)
Then, to top it all off, a tedious explanation about what the glasses are, who makes them, and what they can and can't do.
All that skepticism is absolutely warranted. The glasses do have microphones, though they are very difficult to trigger accidentally. The growing popularity of glasses with microphones and cameras represents a heightened chance that someone who doesn't stress over personal boundaries captures moments that were never meant to be collected. I can't blame anyone who would reflexively try to avoid that.
But imagine this same interaction happening over and over, when you strike up a conversation with someone new, or a pal who hasn't seen your new frames before.
Mercifully, no one felt so put off by the glasses that they left the conversation entirely, but a few asked me to take them off -- an option my nearsightedness makes a nonstarter.
Most of the time, people chose to take me at my word and the conversation continued (if a little icily.) Even in tech-heavy San Francisco, casual chats with people I have known for years sometimes turned tense after the glasses' true nature were revealed.
When asked, the most common reason people gave for why interactions took a turn for the awkward was a lingering concern that the glasses were listening anyway -- even though they weren't.
The other big reason some people didn't seem thrilled was a surprise: They thought I was ignoring them. It took a little while to unpack why, and it was rarely because I had spaced out.
Turns out, once people knew what the glasses could do, they would catch a glimpse of the waveguides from the front and -- because they are extremely reflective -- assumed the "screens" were on and I was reading an email or something else.

The glasses' small, monochrome "screen" lets you read notifications and get feedback from a chatbot. (Monica Rodman/The Washington Post)


It wasn't just friends and colleagues who felt this way. My wife still sometimes thinks I'm reading news headlines through the glasses even when I'm looking right at her.
I can't fault them for feeling strange about this. After all, it's easy enough to ignore the buzz of a smartwatch on your wrist when you get a message -- it's much harder to stay fully present with someone when a neon-green notification slides down in front of your eyes.
The temptation to disengage is real, friends. And it's only going to get worse once our glasses start doing even more.
To be clear, this is not necessarily an Even Realities problem. Smart glasses have the potential to change the way we engage with information and services -- as well as force change in the tenuous social fabric we are all bound up in.
Some of these social issues may iron themselves out over time, if smart glasses manage to achieve the kind of ubiquity tech executives like  Zuckerberg seem to want. We may all get used to a life even more fully framed by screens and cameras and microphones.
Until that happens, though, wearing smart glasses can make moving through the world feel a little socially graceless.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/08/07/smart-glasses-ai-even-realities/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
A politician made an AI clone of himself. The outrage was real.
British lawmaker Mark Sewards released an artificial intelligence prototype of himself to help deal with a backlog of queries from constituents. Some weren't impressed.




By Michael E. Miller | 2025-08-07

AI Mark sounded like Mark Sewards, the MP for Leeds South West and Morley, Yorkshire accent and all.


When Mark Sewards was elected to the British Parliament last year, the freshman lawmaker admitted he was having a hard time managing the more than 6,000 messages he received in just his first three months.
"I've tried my best to sit at my desk and answer all the requests that come through on my laptop, but it's not possible for one person to do that," Sewards, then 34, told the BBC.
So he cloned himself.
On Tuesday, Sewards became what he said was the first British member of Parliament to release an artificial intelligence prototype of himself.
"I encourage any resident of Leeds South West and Morley to give AI Mark a try," the Labour Party politician wrote on X. "The AI revolution is happening and we must embrace it or be left behind."
Not everyone was happy about AI Mark, however, with scores of people quickly and angrily responding to his social media post.
"In effect it makes you even more inaccessible to your constituents than you already are," replied one.
"You've done the near impossible and united everyone in thinking this is an awful, lazy, ecologically irresponsible idea," wrote another, referencing the hidden environmental costs of using AI chatbots.
In an email to The Washington Post, Sewards stressed that his AI bot was a work in progress.
"If we can get this prototype working as intended, I can imagine it replacing the voicemail system we use when my office is closed," he said. "It would still take messages but could ask questions and potentially solve problems for people while the office is closed. If we can't get it working like this, we won't use it."
"The AI can't ever replace any of the other work my team or I do ... the canvassing, the phone calls, the campaigns, the meetings, the events, they all stay," he continued. "This is just a potential addition ... that might help our work."

When asked about the most important issues for Sewards's constituents, AI Mark said, "I don't have that information in my knowledge base."


The British MP isn't the first politician to provoke frustration with his adoption of AI, as lawmaking becomes just the latest in a long string of professions upended by the new technology.
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson has come under criticism this week for admitting that he regularly uses AI tools such as ChatGPT and French service Le Chat as sounding boards for political decisions.
"I use it myself quite often. If for nothing else than for a second opinion," Kristersson told Swedish financial newspaper Dagens industri. "What have others done? And should we think the complete opposite? Those types of questions."
Some experts were alarmed.
"The more he relies on AI for simple things, the bigger the risk of an overconfidence in the system. It is a slippery slope," Virginia Dignum, a professor of responsible artificial intelligence at Umea University, told Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter. "We must demand that reliability can be guaranteed. We didn't vote for ChatGPT."
In Wyoming, a candidate in last year's mayoral election in Cheyenne promised that if he were elected, he would let an AI bot run the capital city.
Despite "AI for Mayor" posters and repeated assertions by the human candidate on the ballot paper that he was nothing more than a "meat avatar," the innovative campaign came up well short.
A similar effort in England last year appears to have helped inspire Sewards's chatbot. In the constituency of Brighton Pavilion, "AI Steve" described himself as "the only candidate who can have a conversation with 45,000 constituents at the same time and form policies based on what's just been discussed."
The human behind the MP campaign -- who promised to do things AI Steve couldn't, such as attend Parliament -- was a local businessman named Steven Endacott. He is the chairman of Neural Voice, the AI voice company behind Sewards's chatbot.
Jeremy Smith, the company's CEO and co-founder, told the West Leeds Dispatch that the idea was to give constituents more access to their local MP, not less.
"For too long, politicians have been out of reach for their constituents," he said. "There's only so many hours in a day. We are working with Mark to bring access to his office to the masses and to make him more accessible to the constituents of Leeds South West and Morley, by using revolutionary technology."
Smith said he believed other politicians would soon follow suit.
There are valid questions to be asked about the data and training used to build such AI systems as well as their capacity for hallucination, said Amy McLennan, an associate professor at the Australian National University's School of Cybernetics.
But concerns over AI stirred by apocalyptic sci-fi films such as "The Terminator" sometimes overshadow the technology's potential use as a helpful tool, she said.
"Of course, if you're an MP, your constituents' fears are valid and need to be listened to and responded to," McLennan said. "There is a question around what is the best way to do that. Is it to stop using the technology? Or is it to seek input on what [its use] might best look like?"
People who want to chat with AI Mark are quickly met with a greeting that raises some philosophical questions.
"Hi, I'm AI Mark Sewards, Labour MP for Leeds South West and Morley," a voice very much like Sewards's says. "How can I help you today?"
Of course, AI Mark Sewards is not actually the MP, which is part of the issue.
In several conversations with a reporter for The Post, the AI clone didn't make any missteps but was clunky and evasive at times.
Asked what were the most important issues for Sewards's constituents, AI Mark said: "I don't have that information in my knowledge base."
Asked what his top priority was, AI Mark did what most real politicians would do and hedged, listing "education, transport and the cost of living."
A question about Palestinian statehood prompted a carefully worded response about the need for a two-state solution, although a follow-up query about a timeline for Britain's recognition of the state drew a blank. (Prime Minister Keir Starmer recently announced that Britain will recognize a Palestinian state in September unless Israel agrees to a ceasefire in Gaza, stops building settlements in the West Bank and commits to a two-state solution.)

When asked about Palestine, AI Mark offered a carefully worded response emphasizing the need for a two-state solution.


AI Mark also refused to comment when asked about President Donald Trump or even Starmer, though he was happy to discuss his support for local soccer team Leeds United.
The real Mark Sewards also declined to answer several questions put to him by The Post, saying he would have more answers once the AI "trial" was complete.
"To answer one of them now though, no, I'm not using AI for any decision making," he said.
This story has been updated with a response from Sewards (the human version).
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Tech
Trump threatens 100% tariffs on computer chips for companies that don't build in U.S.
President Trump said companies will pay double for computer chips unless they build in the U.S. Apple secured an exemption and promised an extra $100 billion of U.S. investment.

(Demetrius Freeman)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Cat Zakrzewski, Jacob Bogage | 2025-08-07

President Donald Trump on Aug. 6 announced Apple's $600 billion investment in the U.S. and said he'd impose a 100 percent tariff on computer chips made abroad.


President Donald Trump said Wednesday that he would place a 100 percent tariff on all computer chips imported to the United States, but exempt companies that commit to "building" on U.S. soil.
The proposal puts economic pressure on U.S. firms, particularly in the tech  industry, which generally depend on Asia for the crucial components, setting the stage for more of the showy investment deals Trump has prompted from the industry in his second term.
Because importers often pass on the tariff costs to consumers, the chip levies could raise the price of consumer goods dependent on chips ranging from smartphones to kitchen goods to automobiles.
Apple has secured an exemption from the chip tariff, Trump said Wednesday. He announced the new semiconductor trade policy at a White House event alongside Apple CEO Tim Cook, who said his company would increase its investment in U.S. jobs and suppliers over coming years.
"We're going to be putting a very large tariff on chips and semiconductors," Trump said. "But the good news for companies like Apple is if you're building in the United States or have committed to build, without question, committed to build in the United States, there will be no charge."
Apple said in its most recent annual report that "substantially all" of its products are manufactured at least in part by other companies, "located primarily in China mainland, India, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam."
In a Wednesday blog post, Apple said it would spend $600 billion on hiring workers and buying from U.S.-based suppliers during Trump's term, expanding a commitment made in February by $100 billion. Much of that spending will go toward regular business operations such as paying employees and producing TV shows for its streaming service.
Apple also touted a deal with its longtime supplier Corning, a high-tech glass maker, to eventually produce all the glass for iPhones and Apple Watches at the company's Kentucky facilities and said it was working with a group of computer chip companies to produce more of the components it uses inside the U.S.
"We're a proud American company," Cook said at the Wednesday event, where he also said Trump had been "a great advocate for American innovation and manufacturing" and gifted him a glass sculpture of a silicon wafer mounted on a 24-karat gold base. The president praised Cook, calling him a "great, great man."
Trump's chip policy is designed to give firms "breathing room" to move manufacturing facilities and supply chains to the U.S., similar to the White House's treatment of tariffs on automakers, said a Trump administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
The president in April revised his original plans for levies on auto imports to relieve manufacturers from the effects of "stacked" tariffs that would apply to vehicles, component parts and source materials.
"We're fully cognizant of the fact that you can't set up a factory overnight on something as complicated as semiconductors," the official said. "This is designed to reflect that and build in some flexibility."
White House spokesperson Kush Desai said the administration is taking a "nuanced, multifaceted approach" to boosting American manufacturing.
Spokespeople for the Semiconductor Industry Association, which represents semiconductor companies and has lobbied against restrictions on imports, did not immediately return a request for comment.
Trump's tariff regime for his second term, launched in February, blindsided the tech industry which has made innovations such as smartphones into mass market products in part by creating complex supply chains that crisscross the Pacific Ocean. Tech firms joined other companies in announcing plans in line with Trump's urging for more investment in the U.S.
Companies including Amazon, chipmaker Nvidia, ChatGPT creator OpenAI, and pharma companies Roche and Eli Lilly announced multibillion-dollar spending commitments that were lauded by the White House. A string of industry CEOs met with the president over the past weeks and months.
Apple stood to lose hundreds of millions of dollars from the tariffs, Cook told investors in May. But after the CEO met with Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick and other senior White House officials in April, Trump said he would exempt iPhones and other consumer tech products, The Washington Post previously reported.
Trump has repeatedly threatened to place tariffs on computer chips, crucial components in electronic devices of all kinds and in products such as cars and home appliances. But the components were exempted from his initial tariffs announced in February, pending an investigation by the Commerce Department to evaluate whether chips are subject to a trade law that can be used to apply tariffs to products presenting a national security risk. The administration has conducted a similar process for steel and pharmaceuticals.
Trump's pledge to exempt companies "that build in the United States" and Apple's apparent success in securing an exemption suggests other tech bosses may seek similar treatment with their own promises to invest in the United States.
Although Trump has said his tariffs are intended to boost U.S. manufacturing, he did not make clear if only new factories would qualify for an exemption, or what scale of investment he would deem sufficient. That could give him significant leverage over corporations reliant on chips. Despite efforts by successive administrations to increase domestic chip manufacturing, Asian suppliers dominate.
The White House has celebrated the president's trade policies as creating a "Trump effect," incentivizing businesses to create jobs and prosperity for his supporters. But many of the investments announced by tech companies since he took office in January were in the works before his November victory, or have not yet come to fruition.
During his first week in office, Trump announced OpenAI, SoftBank, Oracle and other corporations would invest up to $500 billion in a project called Stargate to build as many as 20 data centers, warehouses stuffed with computers, to power AI projects. As of July, the only facility the companies have announced is a complex in Abilene, Texas, which began construction during the Biden administration. The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.
In his first term, Trump announced a multibillion-dollar deal for Taiwanese tech manufacturer Foxconn to build a facility in Wisconsin. It never opened.
Cook, who Trump accidentally called "Tim Apple" at a White House event in his first term, has successfully navigated Trump's previous attempts to levy tariffs that would constrain his company's smartphone business.
Cook developed a warm relationship with Trump during his first term, unlike other Silicon Valley CEOs, in part through communicating with him directly without intermediaries, The Post previously reported. That playbook has been emulated by executives at many other businesses, who now regularly call or dine with Trump.
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Tech Policy
Nvidia, under pressure from U.S. and China, says chips have no 'back doors' 
U.S. chipmaker Nvidia, newly cleared to export some AI chips to China, said it opposes any "kill switches" or "spyware" in its products.

Some Nvidia chips will be exported to China again after President Donald Trump partially lifted a ban on such exports last month. (Hannibal Hanschke/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Eva Dou | 2025-08-07
Nvidia declared that its highly sought-after AI chips don't have "back doors" or "kill switches" and that it opposes such remote control options, in an effort to insulate itself from the intensifying technological rivalry between the United States and China.
"There is no such thing as a 'good' secret backdoor," Nvidia Chief Security Officer David Reber Jr. wrote on Tuesday, adding that "until recently" the idea of building in such vulnerabilities on purpose was "beyond question."
Nvidia's disavowal of such spying tools reflects how the company has become a pressure point for both the U.S. and Beijing in a high-stakes AI race. Nvidia is now the world's most valuable public company, with its AI chips serving as the building blocks for cutting-edge systems such as ChatGPT.
China's cyberspace regulator summoned Nvidia last week and asked it to explain the risks of "back doors" in its chips, which the agency said had "serious security issues."
President Donald Trump's technology advisers have been discussing potential ways to better track the smuggling of restricted Nvidia chips abroad and keep a closer eye on China's AI developments on the ground. The administration's AI Action Plan, which was unveiled last month, suggested "leveraging new and existing location verification features on advanced AI compute to ensure that the chips are not in countries of concern." The plan also called for cooperation between the Commerce Department and U.S. intelligence agencies to monitor AI moves overseas.
A related bill, the Chip Security Act, is under discussion in Congress. It would require U.S. AI chips for export to be equipped with location trackers and possibly other unspecified mechanisms "to achieve any national security or foreign policy objective of the United States" considered appropriate by the commerce secretary.
Nvidia has sought to continue straddling the U.S. and Chinese markets, despite diplomatic tensions, arguing that it needs the scale of sales to remain No. 1 in the world.
If implemented, however, the proposed U.S. measures could precipitate further decoupling of the U.S. and Chinese tech ecosystems, as they would explicitly require U.S. tech products to serve a governmental monitoring purpose overseas, which Beijing would probably find unacceptable. For its part, the U.S. is in the process of removing all telecommunications equipment from Chinese manufacturers Huawei and ZTE from domestic networks, citing concerns that the Chinese gear could have back doors.
"There's a lot of posturing going on by the U.S. government, the Chinese government, as well as companies," said an industry expert, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss considerations within Congress and the Trump administration. "There is no current requirement yet to put the location devices in -- or from the Chinese perspective, to officially prohibit them. So there are a lot of signals going on."
Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-Michigan), the sponsor of the Chip Security Act, said in a statement Wednesday that the legislation would not require "spyware" or "kill switches" in products, calling any statements to the contrary "disingenuous."
"The Chip Security Act is the best approach to disrupt nefarious actors from gaining access to critical technologies," he said. "All information regarding the chips' locations stays with industry, while only illicit diversion would be brought to the attention of the federal government."
In his blog post, Reber, the Nvidia security chief, evoked the National Security Agency's "Clipper chip" in the 1990s, calling it an example of the dangers of building U.S. governmental back doors into chips. Introduced under the Clinton administration, the chip was beset by security vulnerabilities and criticism that it allowed for potentially illegal surveillance of U.S. citizens.
"It created centralized vulnerabilities that could be exploited by adversaries," Reber wrote. "The mere existence of government back doors undermined user confidence in the security of systems."
While Nvidia supports its customers' ability to monitor their chips, Reber wrote, the idea of hard-wiring in a function controlled by someone other than the customer was "an open invitation for disaster."
Nvidia has figured prominently in U.S.-China relations particularly since mid-July, when the Trump administration announced plans to reverse export restrictions on the company's H20 AI chip to China, in an apparent olive branch ahead of trade talks in Stockholm. Administration officials said that keeping Nvidia in the Chinese market would prevent its Chinese rivals from growing so quickly, but the decision was controversial, with national security experts from both parties warning it could aid China's AI developments.
The U.S. Justice Department announced on Tuesday that it had charged two Chinese nationals with smuggling restricted Nvidia AI chips to China, alleging that they routed the chips through companies registered in Singapore and Malaysia.
Beijing, for its part, has expressed wariness at Trump's offer of Nvidia chips. The Cyberspace Administration of China demanded last week that the company submit "relevant supporting materials" to prove that its chips do not have back doors.
Other major U.S. and Chinese tech companies have faced similar demands over the years to try to prove they were not assisting government spying operations, including U.S. networking giant Cisco Systems and China's Huawei Technologies.
Earlier this year, Apple received a secret demand from the United Kingdom's government to create a back door for U.K. authorities to access Apple users' cloud content, as reported by The Washington Post. Apple decided to disable its most secure data storage offering for new customers in Britain, rather than comply with the order.
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U.S. soldier offered Russia classified info on tank weaknesses, FBI says
A U.S. soldier, stationed at Fort Bliss in Texas, allegedly sought Russian citizenship in exchange for sensitive military information.

An entrance to Fort Bliss in Texas, seen in 2018. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Tobi Raji | 2025-08-07
A U.S. soldier has been arrested for attempting to share classified information about vulnerabilities in the Army's main battle tank with Russia in exchange for citizenship, the Justice Department announced Wednesday evening.
Taylor Adam Lee, 22, who is stationed at Fort Bliss in Texas, was charged under the Espionage Act and the Arms Export Control Act, according to the arrest warrant dated Tuesday. The Army did not immediately return a request for Lee's rank and service history.
Prosecutors and the FBI accuse Lee, an active-duty service member with a top-secret security clearance, of attempting to send classified information on the M1A2 Abrams tank to Russia's Ministry of Defense through an intermediary whom Lee allegedly believed to be a Russian intelligence officer. In June, after transmitting the information online, Lee allegedly wrote, "The USA is not happy with me for trying to expose their weaknesses," adding, "At this point I'd even volunteer to assist the Russian federation when I'm there in any way."
During an in-person meeting in July between Lee and the man he believed to be a Russian agent, prosecutors allege that Lee turned over documents and information on an SD card. The information provided details on the M1A2 Abrams tanks and an armored fighting vehicle used by the U.S. military, as well as combat operations, federal authorities said.
"Several of these documents contained controlled technical data that Lee did not have the authorization to provide," the Justice Department said in a news release Wednesday. "Throughout the meeting, Lee stated that the information on the SD card was sensitive and likely classified."
Lee also discussed sharing "a specific piece of hardware inside the M1A2 Abrams tank" with Russia during and after the July meeting, federal authorities alleged. On July 31, Lee delivered that hardware to a storage unit in El Paso, they said. After doing so, Lee messaged the individual he believed to be a representative of the Russian government, stating, "Mission accomplished."
Lee was arrested Wednesday.
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The Optimist
Pizzeria owner sees people eat from dumpster, goes viral for free meal offer
"Nobody is going to be eating out of a dumpster because it's what they want to do," said Chris Kolstad, owner of Pizza Man.  

Pizza Man said it left a box of cheese pizza behind its store in Columbia Heights, Minnesota, on July 29 for someone who was taking leftovers from the dumpster. (Pizza Man)


By Kyle Melnick | 2025-08-07
Chris Kolstad had enough of people grabbing leftovers from the dumpster behind his pizza shop and eating them. He posted on Facebook telling them to stop.
Just ask for a pizza, he said. No one should be eating from the garbage.
"Leave me a note," Kolstad wrote on Facebook, "and we will find a way to leave any extras or mistakes out back so you have something to eat without going through the trash."
Kolstad's act of kindness went viral, and comments from customers and strangers poured in offering to help. So in addition to giving away dozens of pizzas, he began raising money -- more than $3,000 so far -- for Minnesota food banks, pantries and shelters. Minnesota news channel WCCO first reported the story.
Kolstad's response was a sharp contrast from business owners and city officials who have used music, legal battles and fencing in attempts to deter the homeless and loiterers.
"Nobody is going to be eating out of a dumpster because it's what they want to do," Kolstad, 39, told The Washington Post. "Usually if somebody's going to that length, they're trying to survive. And I have a hard time sitting in a building full of food knowing that."

From left, Mayor Amada Marquez Simula, Pizza Man owner Chris Kolstad, Pizza Man employee Ryan Beatt and city employee Mitch Forney in front of Pizza Man in Columbia Heights, Minnesota, in May 2024. (City of Columbia Heights)


Kolstad said people have eaten from the dumpster since he took over Pizza Man in Columbia Heights, Minnesota, in 2020. But in late July, he said, he noticed it happening more often.
While wild animals ravage food when they get into the dumpster, Kolstad found once full boxes with two pieces of pizza still sitting neatly inside. There were often empty water bottles and used napkins nearby, too.
The uptick in dumpster visitors aligned with an increase in food insecurity in the Minneapolis area, said Dave Rudolph, co-director of Southern Anoka Community Assistance, a food pantry in Columbia Heights. Rudolph blamed, in part, an increase in prices for food and other products.
"We're seeing more and more new people all the time," Rudolph said. "We've never seen new people like this."
The Food Group, a Minnesota nonprofit that aims to relieve hunger, found a similar trend. Minnesotans visited food pantries nearly 9 million times last year, 1.4 million more visits than in 2023, the group said.

A pie from Pizza Man in Columbia Heights, Minnesota. (Pizza Man)


Kolstad previously made efforts to curb the problem. He gave away pizza when school cafeterias closed during the coronavirus pandemic and helped raise money for Southern Anoka Community Assistance when it faced a funding shortage in 2023, according to the city of Columbia Heights. But none of those acts went viral like when Kolstad wrote on Facebook on July 29 that people in need of food could reach out for a free meal.
"If you are too embarrassed to ask, find a way to call us and ask if there is a way to leave a small cheese pizza outside the back door or something," Kolstad wrote.
That night, Kolstad posted a picture of a white and red box of cheese pizza sitting on a plastic box near the dumpster, intended for the person who had been recently visiting. As the post resonated online, Kolstad said he would use Venmo donations to give away pizzas and assist food pantries.
"It's just crazy to me how something very basic and what just feels like the human thing to do turned into such a huge thing," Kolstad told The Post.

Kolstad said that although he doesn't vet the requesters to ensure they're in need, people haven't taken advantage of his offer. (Pizza Man)


Missy Hines, who has bought frozen bacon and chicken pizzas from Pizza Man at a discount for more than two years, said she donated $250.
"Chris would literally put himself in the hole to make sure everybody got fed," said Hines, 43.
In the past week, a handful of people have messaged the shop on Facebook, explaining their situation and asking for free pizza, Kolstad said. The shop has given away about 50 pizzas and has placed a pie near its back door every night. Plus, employees have taken large cheese pizzas to nearby parks where some homeless people sleep, Kolstad said.
While Kolstad doesn't vet the requesters to ensure they're in need, he said, people haven't taken advantage of his offer.
"If somebody's coming in asking for a small cheese pizza or something, realistically, that costs us next to nothing," Kolstad said, "and I feel like that cost is less than [hurting] someone's dignity."
On Sunday, the shop said it received an unsigned note thanking employees for quickly responding to their Facebook message about their family's struggles to afford food.
"What you guys are doing is amazing," the note said, according to a photo of it posted on the shop's Facebook page.

Pizza Man said it recently received a letter from someone who asked for free pizza from the restaurant. (Pizza Man)


The shop gave $120 of its donations to Southern Anoka Community Assistance on Tuesday and plans to donate more in upcoming weeks. Pizza Man isn't a "soup kitchen," Kolstad said, but the shop will put aside about $20 per day from its donations to give away pizzas.
The publicity has also helped Kolstad's once struggling business, as orders have picked up since his social media post took off. He's glad about the extra traffic in his shop but said he's not losing sight of the need in his community.
"If you have things you won't eat, donate them," Kolstad wrote on Facebook on Monday. "When you go to the store, maybe spend an extra $5 on things to donate."
"We can't fix all the world's problems," he concluded. "But if enough of us take small steps we can reduce them a little at a time."
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Confederate memorial will be returned to Arlington Cemetery, Hegseth says
The memorial was removed in 2023 at the recommendation of a commission appointed by Congress to rid the military of Confederate symbols and names.

The Confederate Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery was removed in 2023 but will be reerected. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim | 2025-08-07
A Confederate memorial removed from Arlington National Cemetery in 2023 will be reinstalled, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced Tuesday. The sculpture had been removed as part of a congressionally mandated effort to rid military bases and sites of Confederate names and images.
The decision is the latest in a series of moves by President Trump's administration to restore Confederate names and symbols that had been discarded as part of the nation's racial reconciliation efforts following George Floyd's murder in 2020.
"I'm proud to announce that Moses Ezekiel's beautiful and historic sculpture -- often referred to as "The Reconciliation Monument" -- will be rightfully be returned to Arlington National Cemetery near his burial site," Hegseth posted on X, referring to the memorial's creator. "It never should have been taken down by woke lemmings. Unlike the Left, we don't believe in erasing American history -- we honor it."
The 32-foot bronze statue commissioned by the United Daughters of the Confederacy was unveiled at a ceremony presided over by President Woodrow Wilson in 1914, almost 50 years after the Civil War ended. Its supporters said it was dedicated in part to promote reconciliation between the North and the South. But critics said the memorial glorified the Southern cause and glossed over slavery, with elements such as a frieze showing an enslaved Black man following his owner and an enslaved woman -- described on the cemetery's website as a "mammy" -- holding the baby of a Confederate officer.

An enslaved woman is depicted as a "mammy" on the the Confederate Memorial. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


The sculpture was removed from Arlington in December 2023 after Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin arranged for the Virginia Military Institute, the nation's oldest state-supported military college, to take custody of it. In a statement Wednesday, Youngkin said the statue will return to Arlington in 2027 after a full refurbishment.
"We are grateful for the care being taken to preserve and display this statue, which allows us to better understand the complex history of the United States," he said.
Hegseth's announcement that the Confederate memorial would return to Arlington came a day after the National Park Service said a statue of Confederate general Albert Pike, torn down and set on fire by protesters in 2020, would return to its original site in Washington D.C. a few blocks from the U.S. Capitol.
In March, Trump issued an executive order "Restoring Truth and Sanity to American History" that included a section saying the administration would "determine whether, since January 1, 2020, public monuments, memorials, statues, markers, or similar properties within the Department of the Interior's jurisdiction have been removed or changed to perpetuate a false reconstruction of American history, inappropriately minimize the value of certain historical events or figures, or include any other improper partisan ideology." It said it would take action to reinstate those monuments, memorials and statues.
The Confederate Memorial's removal from Arlington was ordered by the bipartisan Naming Commission, which was established by Congress in 2021 and prompted in part by the calls for racial justice following George Floyd's murder. The commission was tasked with removing vestiges of the Confederacy from the military and recommending names that reflect the nation's diversity.
"The idea of putting that monument back up is just wrong," Ty Seidule, a retired U.S. Army brigadier general who served as vice chair on the commission, said on Wednesday. "This is not some woke thing, it's the will of the American people that Secretary Hegseth is going against."
The monument, Seidule said, "is the cruelest I've ever seen because it's a pro-slavery, pro-segregation, anti-United States monument. It's not a reconciliation monument. It's a Confederate monument and it's meant to say that the white South was right and the United States of America was wrong."

A construction crew prepares to take down parts of the Confederate memorial in 2023. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post)


In its decision recommending the Confederate Memorial at Arlington for removal, the commission cited imagery on the memorial and an accompanying Latin phrase celebrating the Lost Cause retelling of the Confederacy.
"This narrative of the Lost Cause, which romanticized the pre-Civil War South and denied the horrors of slavery, fueled White backlash against Reconstruction and the rights that the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments (1865-1870) had granted to African Americans," the commission wrote.
"This was a memorial to men who committed treason in defense of the supposed right of some humans to 'own' other humans as property," James Grossman, former executive director of the American Historical Association, told The Washington Post on the day the sculpture was removed from Arlington National Cemetery. "The very idea that this monument was still here until today reminds us not just how far we've come but how much further we have to go."
In addition to recommending the removal of the Confederate memorial, the naming commission also identified nine army bases for name changes, including Fort Bragg in North Carolina, Fort Pickett in Virginia, Fort Benning in Georgia and Fort Hood in Texas. The names of the bases, which all honored Confederate leaders including some who owned slaves, were changed in 2023. But earlier this year Hegseth announced they would revert to their previous names, though they would not honor their previous namesakes. The Defense Department renamed the bases for individuals who had served in the military and had the same last name as the Confederates for whom the bases were originally named.
"This is something we've been proud to do," Hegseth told senators at a hearing in June, "something that's important for the morale of the Army."
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Education
Stanford newspaper sues Trump administration over student deportations
The lawsuit challenges Secretary of State Marco Rubio's ability to revoke student visas and deem an individual deportable based on the content of their speech.

The Hoover Tower rises above Stanford University on Jan. 13, 2017. (Noah Berger/Reuters)


By Angie Orellana Hernandez | 2025-08-07
Stanford University's student-run newspaper sued two senior Trump administration officials Wednesday to prevent the deportation of noncitizen students on the basis of their speech, taking aim at a federal law the administration has used to justify students' arrests.
The lawsuit argues that it is unconstitutional for Secretary of State Marco Rubio to lean on the Immigration and Nationality Act to revoke students' visas or try to deport them if he believes they undermine U.S. foreign policy based on the content of their protected speech. The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, which seeks to protect free speech on campuses, filed the complaint on behalf of the Stanford Daily and two former unnamed college students.
"Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the Trump administration are trying to turn the inalienable human right of free speech into a privilege contingent upon the whims of a federal bureaucrat, triggering deportation proceedings against noncitizens residing lawfully in this country for their protected political speech regarding American and Israeli foreign policy," the lawsuit says.
The Stanford Daily alleges its ability to do news and opinion journalism, the core of its mission, has been hindered by the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. A student reporter quit the paper, the lawsuit says, while others have refused to publish articles, asked to have their names removed or petitioned to have entire articles deleted.
"If the administration were targeting people who actually committed crimes, who actually committed deportable offenses, we would be having a very different conversation," said Conor Fitzpatrick, supervising senior attorney at FIRE. "But this is an administration that is brazenly going after law-abiding noncitizens for doing nothing more than voicing an opinion that the government of the day doesn't like."
Rubio and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem are defendants in the lawsuit, filed in the Northern District of California.
In a statement attributed to a senior State Department official, that department declined to comment Wednesday. "We direct you to the Secretary's statements regarding the obligations of visa holders and other aliens to comply with U.S. law," the statement said.
DHS Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin called the suit "baseless" in a statement. "DHS doesn't arrest people based on protected speech, so the plaintiffs' premise is incorrect," she said. "DHS takes its role in removing threats to the public and our communities seriously, and the idea that enforcing federal law in that regard constitutes some kind of prior restraint on speech is laughable."
Trump administration officials in recent months have sought to deport college students who have criticized Israel for its war in Gaza, compiling reports on at least 100 students. The officials have repeatedly vowed to deport noncitizens they accuse of being "pro-Hamas" and have characterized anti-war protests on campuses as antisemitic.
Since March, the government has detained Mahmoud Khalil, who was a student at Columbia University; Rumeysa Ozturk, a graduate student at Tufts University; and Badar Khan Suri, a postdoctoral scholar at Georgetown University. None of them have been accused of a crime.
At Stanford, international students' fear of having their visas revoked or being deported for being associated with certain viewpoints has impacted their right to free speech, the lawsuit argues.
Greta Reich, editor in chief of the Stanford Daily, said in a statement that student reporters fear "being associated with speaking on political topics, even in a journalistic capacity." She previously told The Post that international students are also reluctant to be quoted in the newspaper.
One of the former students who is a plaintiff in the lawsuit is in the United States on a visa and attended an unnamed university. The lawsuit alleges Canary Mission -- a website that publishes a list of people and groups it says "promote hatred of the USA, Israel and Jews" on campuses -- published her name after she posted pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel commentary online. She has not posted anything since March, the complaint says.
The other former student in the lawsuit, who also attended an unnamed school, said he chose not to publish a study criticizing Israel's military operations in Gaza to also avoid being targeted by the U.S. government, according to the lawsuit. He has resumed criticizing Israel, the complaint says, despite being placed "in danger of visa revocation" and deportation.
"Secretary Rubio and the Trump administration's war against noncitizens' freedom of speech is intended to send an unmistakable message: Watch what you say, or you could be next," the lawsuit says. "Message received."
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National
Five shot by soldier at Fort Stewart Army base in Georgia
A suspect is in custody after five soldiers were shot at Fort Stewart, an Army base in Georgia. The injured soldiers are being treated at a military hospital. 

The Fort Stewart U.S. Army base in Georgia last month. The base went into lockdown following the shooting Wednesday but reopened by early afternoon. (Pfc. Jude Vogel/3rd Infantry Division)


By Daniel Wu, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Tara  Copp, Anumita Kaur | 2025-08-07
A soldier shot five fellow service members Wednesday morning at Fort Stewart, a U.S. Army base in Georgia, officials said.
Quornelius Radford, 28, allegedly opened fire at the base shortly before 11 a.m., injuring five soldiers. He was apprehended, and all five victims are expected to recover.
Officials believe Radford used a personal handgun -- not a military weapon -- in the shooting, Brig. Gen. John Lubas, commander of the 3rd Infantry Division, told reporters. A motive remained unclear as of Wednesday afternoon.
The accused shooter is an active-duty soldier assigned to Fort Stewart, Lubas said. He is from Jacksonville, Florida, and enlisted in January 2018, according to his service record provided by the Army.
He has been assigned since 2022 to Fort Stewart, where he served as an automated logistics specialist, overseeing warehouse duties and maintenance. He has not served on a combat deployment, Lubas said.
The alleged gunman was previously arrested and accused of a DUI, unknown to his chain of command, according to Lubas. He also faces a charge of running a red light from that incident around 1 a.m. on May 18, court records from Liberty County, Georgia, show.
Officials were not aware of any previous behavioral issues with the accused shooter, Lubas said.

The Army said three of the five wounded soldiers required surgery after a shooter opened fire at Fort Stewart Army base in Georgia on Aug. 6.


The soldiers injured Wednesday were taken to Winn Army Community Hospital for treatment, and all are in stable condition, Lubas said. Three required surgery, and two were taken to Memorial Hospital in Savannah, Georgia.
Officials said law enforcement personnel responded to the shooting at the 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team complex in the base at 10:56 a.m. Other soldiers intervened by tackling the shooter and subduing him, preventing additional violence, Lubas said.
The shooter was taken into custody at 11:35 a.m., according to the base. Fort Stewart went into lockdown around 11 a.m. but fully reopened by early afternoon.
The base, about 40 miles southwest of Savannah, houses the Army's 3rd Infantry Division. The FBI's Savannah office is coordinating with the Army Criminal Investigation Division in response to the shooting, the FBI's Atlanta office said on X.
Fort Stewart spans about 440 square miles across five counties. It is primarily the home of the 3rd Infantry Division, a force of about 20,000 soldiers. The division's 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team numbers about 4,000 and is equipped with an array of heavy weapons, including battle tanks.
The installation has experienced several tragedies this year. Two soldiers from the same brigade were killed in a training accident near the base in late January when their vehicle rolled into standing water. In March, four soldiers died when their armored recovery vehicle fell into a bog in Lithuania; it took a week to recover their remains.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said on X that President Donald Trump had been briefed on the shooting and that the White House was monitoring the situation.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth called the shooting "cowardly" and said his prayers were with the victims, their families and the Fort Stewart community.
"We owe profound gratitude to the law enforcement heroes who charged into danger," he said on X. "Swift justice will be brought to the perpetrator and anyone else found to be involved."
Sen. Raphael G. Warnock (D-Georgia) said in a statement that he was "heartbroken to see the news of an active shooter incident at Fort Stewart today." Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) said on X that he and his family are "saddened by today's tragedy at Ft. Stewart" and are "keeping the victims, their families, and all those who answer the call to serve in our hearts and prayers."
It is unclear why the alleged shooter's chain of command was unaware of his drunken-driving arrest outside the base, and spokespeople for Fort Stewart did not immediately return a request for comment.
Typically, civilian law enforcement will inform military officials when a service member is charged in their jurisdictions. Leaders can then impose punishments and better monitor troops accused of misconduct.
Holly Bailey contributed to this report.
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National
Women sue Tea app after data breach spilled users' private information
The dating advice app promised women a safe space to share information about potential partners. A data leak exposed users' photos and personal info.

The Tea Dating Advice app's data breach has sparked a series of class-action lawsuits. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


By Tobi Raji | 2025-08-06
Tea Dating Advice, an app designed as a safe space for women to anonymously discuss men they've dated, faces mounting legal challenges after a data breach last month exposed users' personal information and images.
On Tuesday, a U.S. magistrate in San Francisco combined five federal class-action lawsuits.
The women who filed the suits accuse Tea Dating Advice Inc., the company behind the viral app, of failing to properly safeguard their personally identifiable information after images of users' government IDs containing their full names and addresses were leaked online. The women also allege the company failed to provide timely and accurate notice of the breach.
Founded in 2023, the Tea app says it allows users to perform criminal background checks on potential dates, enter photos from a dating app profile into a reverse image search and search dates' phone numbers. The app also allows women to rate dates with green flags and red flags and includes men's photos and names. As its popularity soared, the app sparked controversy and generated privacy concerns for those who were negatively reviewed.
The hack was first reported by 404 Media, which said users on the online forum 4chan claimed to have uploaded the images of women and their IDs to the site, long known for its discussion boards containing racist, extremist and misogynistic content. Tea Dating Advice did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The app, "which marketed itself as a sanctuary where women could anonymously warn each other about dangerous men, instead became the very threat it promised to protect against," reads one lawsuit, filed by a woman listed anonymously as Jane Doe.
The women behind the lawsuits include a single mother from Nevada fleeing domestic violence, as well as a woman from Northern California who used the app to warn others about a man who allegedly sexually assaulted two women in her community, according to court documents. Many of the plaintiffs are listed anonymously as Jane Doe.
A third plaintiff, Griselda Reyes, says in her complaint that she now "has anxiety and increased concerns for the loss of privacy, as well as anxiety over the impact of cybercriminals accessing, using and selling" her private information.
"The nature of the application was to provide a forum, a vehicle for women to share very sensitive information about their dating lives with one another, the idea being, of course, that they could do that in a protected forum, thereby helping each other," Scott Cole, Reyes's attorney, told The Washington Post.
"What strikes me most about this case as being unique is just the level of trust that these women placed in Tea Dating, which, of course, was violated," said Cole, whose law firm specializes in data breach cases. "Those conversations now being public to the very people that they're aimed at -- the violation is astounding."
On Tuesday, U.S. Magistrate Judge Alex G. Tse of the Northern District of California agreed to combine all five federal class-action lawsuits against Tea Dating Advice into one. The move allows plaintiffs to more easily pursue relief as a group than individually. "We want to bring all the cases together in front of one judge so we can get one set of rulings and litigate the case more effectively," Cole said.
In a July statement, Tea said that it had detected "unauthorized access to our systems" and that about 72,000 images had been exposed, including some 13,000 images of photo identification documents and selfies submitted as part of the user verification process. About 59,000 images shared in posts, direct messages and comments were also accessed, it said.
All of the stolen images had been uploaded before February 2024, when the company began using more secure data storage methods, the statement said.
Frances Vinall and Tatum Hunter contributed to this report.
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Putin suggests meeting Trump in UAE as Kremlin senses advantage
The Kremlin said a one-on-one meeting was being planned but a White House official said Trump would meet only if Putin also met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and U.S. special envoy Steve Witkoff shake hands in Moscow on Wednesday. (Gavriil Grigorov/Pool/Sputnik/Kremlin/AP)


By Robyn Dixon, Siobhan O'Grady, Catherine Belton, Francesca Ebel, Natalie Allison | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump's abrupt shift from frustration with Russian President Vladimir Putin's intransigence to a potential one-on-one meeting soon -- despite Putin's refusal to halt attacks on Ukraine or back away from Russia's core war aims -- handed the Russian leader a diplomatic coup, which the Kremlin embraced Thursday.
After mixed signals in which the U.S. special envoy, Steve Witkoff, met with Putin for three hours Wednesday in Moscow and the White House then imposed stiff new tariffs on India, citing its support for Russia's war economy, Trump suddenly announced that he intended to meet with Putin "very soon" and that "there's a very good chance" of reaching an agreement on the conflict in Ukraine.
Putin on Thursday confirmed the plans for the meeting and said the United Arab Emirates would be a suitable location. Putin met UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan in Moscow on Thursday.
But in yet another surprise shift, a White House official, who like others in this story spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy, said Thursday afternoon that Trump would meet Putin only if Putin also agreed to meet Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky -- something the Russian leader said Thursday would be premature at this stage.
The White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, said Wednesday that the plan for Trump-Putin summit came at Moscow's request.
Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov on Thursday confirmed that preparations were underway for a meeting between Putin and Trump as early as next week, but contradicted Leavitt's statement that the request for a meeting came from Russia, saying it was "at the suggestion of the American side."
Putin on Thursday later walked back the statement, saying that "both sides showed interest. What was said first is no longer important." 
Putin, however, was dismissive of the idea of meeting Zelensky in the near future saying, "For this to happen, certain conditions must be created. Unfortunately, we are still far from creating such conditions."
The insistence that Putin also meet Zelensky as a condition of Trump's participation in a summit was first reported by the New York Post. On Wednesday, Trump had not mentioned such a requirement.
A Ukrainian official said the initial discussion envisioned two bilateral meetings -- between Trump and Putin, and Trump and Zelensky -- and then a meeting with all three. The confusion over whether Putin agreed to meet Zelensky came only after "the Russians tried to somehow hide or downplay" this part of the plan, the Ukrainian official said.
Earlier, Ushakov pointedly highlighted Putin's deflection of Witkoff's proposal for a three-way summit involving Trump, Putin and Zelensky.
Witkoff raised the idea of a trilateral summit in Wednesday's meeting with Putin, Ushakov said, but, "the Russian side left this option completely, completely without comment," a remark that highlighted the Kremlin's preference for a deal on Russian terms, agreed to by Washington and Moscow, and imposed on Kyiv.
"We propose, first of all, to focus on preparing a bilateral meeting with Trump, and we consider it most important that this meeting be successful and productive," Ushakov said.
A senior Ukrainian official said that proposals for Trump to separately meet the leaders of Russia and Ukraine, then to hold a three-way summit, were discussed on Wednesday. Ushakov's move to snub the significance of a trilateral meeting underscored the continuing tensions as both sides jostle to meet Trump first, given the perceived advantage this may confer.
Moscow's spin on the meeting asserted Russian dominance, with some commentators, including prominent war blogger Alexander Kots, suggesting the meeting would focus only partly on Ukraine -- emphasizing a frequent assertion in Moscow that the leaders of the world's primary nuclear powers have bigger responsibilities to discuss.
Just days ago, in a carefully staged visit to an island monastery on Valaam, in northeastern Russia, Putin asserted that his conditions to end the war had not changed, that Russia, by seizing land in Ukraine, was merely taking back its own territory, that Ukraine's government was illegitimate, and that Russia's soaring casualty numbers in the war were not in vain.
Trump characterized Witkoff's meeting in Moscow on Wednesday as successful but also noted that efforts to end the war in Ukraine have so far come up short. "I've been disappointed before with this one," Trump said. But, he added, "we're having very serious talks right now about ... getting it settled, getting it ended."
Since Trump's election, Moscow has pressed for a U.S.-Russia deal to end the war on Russian terms, deliberately sidelining Ukraine and Europe. A summit with Trump, after the president's recent condemnations of Russia's "disgusting" bomb attacks and his description of Putin as "crazy" would be a remarkable diplomatic turnaround for the Russian leader.
A senior European official said they were distraught when they saw Trump planned to meet with Putin directly: "For all the bluster, Trump has not put a single iota of pressure on Putin. Yet. Zero, zip."
After months of evading the pressure for a ceasefire, Putin may be banking on his capacity to manipulate Trump in a summit meeting, much as he was widely seen as doing when the two met in Helsinki in 2018, as Trump backed Putin's denials of interference in the 2016 election over the findings of U.S. intelligence agencies.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said that, for Moscow, the Helsinki talks were, "fabulous. Better than super."
In Kyiv, some officials expressed dismay that Putin, once again, was maneuvering to exclude Ukraine and its European supporters from negotiations.
"Putin is again trying to win time by making suggestions that won't bring any just, sustainable and lasting peace," said Ukrainian lawmaker Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, who chairs the parliamentary committee on Ukraine's integration into the European Union.
"He believes he is winning the war for exhaustion and is trying to delay any strengthened pressure upon Russia by pretending to engage in a meaningful conversation," Klympush-Tsintsadze said. "Moreover, U.S. officials' statements that territorial issues will be key to the discussion on the end of this war are worrisome. Russia shouldn't be in any way rewarded for its terrorist genocidal aggression against Ukraine."
Excluding Ukraine and Europe from a conversation that directly affects European security, she added, "is what Putin wants to achieve." 
Michael McFaul, who served as U.S. ambassador to Moscow from 2012 to 2014, during the Obama administration, said presidential summits "are most successful when they are used to deliver tangible outcomes."
"Standing next to Putin is a giant gift to Russia's imperial dictator," McFaul said. "I hope Trump expects to get something valuable in return. A 'good meeting' is not enough." He added, "The last Trump-Putin summit in Helsinki in 2018 yielded nothing for American national interests. I hope Trump and his team are studying that event closely and making plans to not repeat those mistakes."
Russia analysts said Putin is convinced he is winning the war and can achieve his goal of subjugating Ukraine, stripping it of its military and its capacity to defend itself and blocking it from joining NATO.
However Putin's conditions were worded, analyst Tatiana Stanovaya of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center said, writing in a post on social media, "they amount to the same demand: Ukraine stops resisting, the West halts arms supplies, and Kyiv accepts Russia's terms, which effectively amount to a de facto capitulation."
In a further sign of Moscow's confidence, Ushakov added that Putin and Witkoff's meeting affirmed "that Russian-U.S. relations could be based on a completely different, mutually advantageous scenario, which drastically differs from how they developed in recent years."
Ushakov said details about the meeting would be announced shortly.
"Together with American counterparts, we are now starting specific work on the parameters of this meeting and its venue," Ushakov said.
Russian state media and pro-Kremlin war bloggers adopted a triumphal tone after news of the meeting between Trump and Putin.
Komsomolskaya Pravda suggested that Trump had shifted once more to a positive attitude toward Russia. The Moskovsky Komsomolets newspaper trumpeted, "Putin has won!"
Yuri Podolyaka, a pro-war blogger with 3 million subscribers, saw Putin's "masterpiece diplomatic game" at work. "It seems that Vladimir Putin has managed to keep Trump on the 'negotiating merry-go-round,'" he wrote on social media.
Speaking to journalists alongside Putin at the monastery on Valaam, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, Putin's closest ally and someone who often delivers messages to the West on behalf of Russia, said last week that he recently told Americans close to Trump that Putin would agree to what he called an "air truce" -- a moratorium on missile and drone attacks.
Russian has drawn global condemnation for intensifying its bombardment of Ukrainian cities in recent months, hitting a children's playground, a maternity hospital, apartments and other civilian facilities. But those attacks seem to have set the stage for a compromise on Moscow's terms.
Ukraine has long suffered from a chronic shortage of troops and relies on drones to slow Russia's territorial advances. So while an air truce would bring a reprieve to civilian population centers, it would put the Ukrainian military at a serious disadvantage if fighting was restricted to ground forces.
A moratorium on air attacks would deprive Ukraine of one of its most effective weapons to defend itself against Russia: drone attacks on Russian oil facilities, strategic air bases, heavy bombers, spy planes, ammunition dumps, and other military targets.
Lukashenko, who traded Belarusian military independence and sovereignty in return for political power, is the type of leader Putin wants in Ukraine, which he envisions as a similar client state.
Lukashenko said that Ukraine must "run toward" Russia's peace terms today, otherwise "the Russians will gradually bite off, seize and advance further, taking territory."
But Putin, interrupting to correct him, said: "We are returning it [to Russia]. It is ours."
Another senior Ukrainian official said he was trying to remain optimistic about a Trump-Putin summit, especially as Russia appeared to be weighing a partial ceasefire that would halt airstrikes.
"In general, we all understand that finishing the war is fully in Trump's hands," the senior official said. "If there would be a partial ceasefire -- everything except line of contact -- as a first step, that would be good," he added. But if the same were a last step, it "would be dangerous" for Ukraine.
"We hear signals from all of the back channels that [Russia is] looking to settle," the senior official said. "However, the trust is fully broken between sides." He said that talk of a partial ceasefire might be little more than Russian tactics to calm Trump down and give him a political win at home ahead of midterm elections.
Such a deal would fail to end the war but still give Trump the chance to say "something like 'I stopped the killing of hundreds of innocent civilians daily,'" the official said.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Wednesday that Russia's proposal included some details on Moscow's concrete conditions to end the war, but cautioned "they may not be the conditions Ukraine can accept or, frankly, that others would accept."
European Union officials expressed skepticism about Putin's intentions.
"It is very clear that Russia is not interested in any peace as such because we have seen it in their actions not in their words," E.U. foreign affairs spokeswoman Anitta Hipper said Thursday.
Some analysts said Trump seemed intent on clinching a ceasefire at any cost.
"Trump is -- unwisely -- trying to Hail Mary a peace agreement, while Putin -- typically -- is going to string him along by dangling a 'deal' which demands Ukrainian capitulation," commented John Foreman, a former British defense attache in Moscow. "You can see where this is leading: Trump flattered, Putin makes token concessions, sanctions avoided, war continues. Vodkas all round," Foreman said.
Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed reporting.
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Middle East conflict
Israeli cabinet to discuss plans to occupy Gaza as military expresses concern
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu intends to expand military operations to occupy all of Gaza, including in areas where hostages are being held.

Israeli soldiers organize military equipment while standing on armored personnel carriers near the border with the Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


By Shira Rubin, Gerry Shih, Lior Soroka | 2025-08-07
TEL AVIV -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will meet with his security cabinet on Thursday to discuss plans for the full occupation of the Gaza Strip. It comes amid opposition voiced by Israel's military leadership, said a person familiar with Netanyahu's office's decisions, corroborated by two former Israeli officials -- potentially setting up a clash between the country's military and political echelons.
Earlier this week, Netanyahu decided to expand military operations to occupy all of Gaza, including in areas where hostages are being held, according to the person familiar with the prime minister's decisions. That person, like others who spoke on the condition of anonymity, did so because they were not authorized to speak with the media.
In an interview with Fox News ahead of the cabinet meeting, which began at 6 p.m. local time, Netanyahu said Israel intends to take military control of all of Gaza. "We intend to," he said, but added: "We don't want to keep it."
"We don't want to govern it. We don't want to be there as a governing body," he said. "We want to hand it over to Arab forces that will govern it properly without threatening us."
High-ranking officials in the Israel Defense Forces have pushed back plans for a full reoccupation, the person said, an account corroborated by Chuck Freilich, a former deputy national security adviser in Israel, and Israel Ziv, the former head of the IDF's Operations Directorate. Many military officials have warned that the plan to enter Hamas's last strongholds in the beleaguered enclave will endanger the lives of the hostages still being held there.
On the agenda of the cabinet meeting, which began at 6 p.m. local time, will be IDF chief of staff Eyal Zamir's plan for the Israeli military to encircle but not permanently operate in the remaining territory that it does not currently control, while launching airstrikes and raids on remaining Hamas holdouts, according to the person with knowledge of Netanyahu's decisions. The IDF has said that it controls around 75 percent of Gaza; the remaining 25 percent includes Gaza City and refugee camps in central Gaza.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu -- reflecting the ambitions of his hard-line coalition partners -- has been pushing for a more comprehensive conquest that would require Israeli troops to enter those same areas, the person said.
In a rare official statement Thursday, Zamir acknowledged a "culture of disagreement ... both internally and externally," in an apparent nod to the tensions brewing over Netanyahu's plan.
Zamir said that after having "met and even exceeded" the aims of the current operations in Gaza, the IDF has "the ability today to maintain a new security border" and work to return the remaining hostages. His reported proposal that would prevent the IDF's entry into areas like Gaza City. Fifty hostages remain in Gaza; at least 20 are presumed to be alive.
Analysts have said that the Gaza occupation plan -- which could involve several weeks of fighting and could lead to the killing of both Palestinian civilians and hostages -- might be a ploy by Netanyahu to pressure Hamas back to the negotiating table after talks fell apart last month. But widened military operations may also placate Netanyahu's ultranationalist coalition partners, who have long argued that Israeli occupation of the enclave was the only way to topple Hamas.
In an interview Wednesday with pan-Arab daily Asharq al-Awsat, Hamas official Basem Naim said that the group was taking Israel's threat to conquer all of Gaza "very seriously." Still, the Israeli military "has already entered every inch of the Gaza Strip over the course of 22 months," he said. "What else can it do except more killing, starvation and destruction?"
Most of the 2 million residents of Gaza have been repeatedly displaced and crammed into tent cities around the territory amid increasingly dire conditions as authorities report rising deaths from malnutrition and starvation. Since the start of the war, more than 61,000 Gazans have been killed, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians but says that most of the fatalities have been women and children.
Gazan hospitals reported four more malnutrition-related deaths in the past 24 hours, the ministry said Thursday. Malnutrition-related deaths have spiked since the start of July, as Israel's near-total blockade on humanitarian aid remained mostly in place.
"I'm waiting anxiously to see what comes out of the meeting with the security cabinet today ... Nothing is clear until the meeting ends," Faisal Hamdouna, 22, said Thursday in a phone interview from his home in Gaza City.
"If he really conquers Gaza, we won't even have the little we have left now," Hamdouna said, referring to Netanyahu. "There's no life left here. If it happens, he'll wipe out every last trace of Gaza and we'll have nowhere left to belong."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is determined to fully occupy the Palestinian enclave, despite growing opposition to the war both at home and abroad.


"This is what happens when you don't have strategy," said a former high-ranking Israeli official and a reservist, referring to the sentiment he said has been surfacing among his fellow soldiers as the war drags on and Israel's official war goals -- to topple Hamas and return all of the hostages -- remain elusive.
He said he has served more than 420 days over the past 22 months of war. He added that he and other members of his special forces unit were expecting to be released from duty in the coming days, suggesting that, as of Thursday afternoon, the army had not received orders to recruit more troops.
Freilich, the former Israeli deputy national security adviser, said that Netanyahu and the Israeli army understand the price of occupation of Gaza, which Israel practiced from 1967 to 2005, the year before Hamas won legislative elections in the territory. He said that period had cost Israel in soldiers' lives, billions of dollars and social divisions that still resonate in the heated public discourse.
"The IDF really doesn't want to do a full conquest, and Bibi can force it down their throats, but there is a possibility that they'll reach some sort of compromise, whether in practice or in word," said Freilich, using a nickname for Netanyahu.
"Once Bibi can say he got what he wanted through the cabinet, then he can work quietly with Zamir to be more practical," he said, predicting that Netanyahu would seek to strike a compromise between Zamir and his far-right coalition partners.
Ziv, the former IDF official who is in contact with Zamir, said he expected the government will agree to Zamir's proposal to encircle and employ airstrikes and raids on Gaza City and other targeted areas.
Netanyahu wants to avoid a showdown with the army leadership and wants to avoid assuming civilian responsibility for Gaza -- which, "for the state of Israel, [would be] a suicidal decision," he said.
The Trump administration has recently pushed Israel to change its strategy in Gaza. U.S. special envoy Steve Witkoff, during a visit to Israel last weekend, told families of hostages that the Trump administration was pursuing an "all or nothing" plan that would bring all hostages home, with "no piecemeal deals."
President Donald Trump "has said that it's up to Israel to decide what they need to do for their own security," Secretary of State Marco Rubio said in an interview with Fox Business on Wednesday, adding that the United States would increase efforts to improve the humanitarian situation in the enclave.
The U.S. ambassador to Israel, Mike Huckabee, told Fox News on Wednesday that the "immediate plan" of the U.S.- and Israel-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation aid distribution program was to "scale up" from four distribution sites to 16 "and begin to operate them as much as 24 hours a day."
Yaki Dayan, a former Israeli consul general in Los Angeles, said the recent global outrage over the spread of starvation in Gaza has compelled Americans to more assertively push for a conclusion to the war -- by any means -- and for Netanyahu's far-right coalition partners to reissue demands for the ultimate Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip.
"Bibi is juggling, looking for the right definition for this decision this evening that will enable the army to maneuver and also allows Bibi to save face politically," he said. "But whatever the cabinet decides, it will be 100 percent aligned with the Americans."
Abbie Cheeseman in Caldicot, Wales, Siham Shamalakh in Cairo and Hazem Balousha in Hamilton, Ontario contributed to this report.
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Europe
France's largest wildfire in decades burns homes, forest near Toulouse
France's prime minister called the natural disaster "unprecedented" and said it was probably connected to global warming. One person is dead, and 13 are injured.




By Mikhail Klimentov, Sammy Westfall | 2025-08-07

French officials have confirmed that one person is dead and 13 are injured in a wildfire in south France, the largest France has dealt with in decades.


One person has died and 13 were injured as France reels from its largest wildfire in decades, French officials said. Thousands of firefighters continued battling for a third day Thursday to contain a blaze in the south burning across nearly 40,000 acres.
The fire is a "catastrophe on an unprecedented scale," French Prime Minister Francois Bayrou said in a video statement posted Thursday on X.
About 2,100 firefighters and 500 vehicles -- including planes and helicopters -- were deployed to fight the fire, said French officials in the Aude prefecture, where the fire broke out Tuesday. The Aude prefecture is in the far south of France, some 60 miles from the southern city of Toulouse, and 90 miles from Andorra and the Spanish border. The officials said Wednesday night that the fire was spreading but that it began slowing overnight.

Firefighting crews are deployed to battle a forest fire in Saint-Laurent-de-la-Cabrerisse, Aude department, France on Wednesdqy. (Philippe Magoni/EPA/Shutterstock)


Bayrou said the blaze was probably connected to global warming. He visited the region, where the fire has spread to 15 cities and towns.
Three people have been reported missing, officials said Wednesday. Of the 13 injured, 11 are firefighters. The person who died was identified in local media as a woman in her 60s from Saint-Laurent-de-la-Cabrerisse, a small village caught in the blaze.
Bayrou said the fires have affected people's homes and livelihoods, particularly calling out how the burned landscape dramatically affects those who work in the region's tourism and winemaking industry.
National authorities have set up 17 temporary centers to accommodate people evacuating, the European Commission said.

Burnt vehicles picture in Saint Laurent de la Cabrerisse in Aude, France on Wednesday. (Philippe Magoni/EPA/Shutterstock)


The region in southern France where the worst fires are occurring has suffered from moderate-to-severe droughts and above-average temperatures so far this summer. Other countries in Europe, including Scotland, Spain, Greece and Turkey, have had to deal with major wildfires amid record-setting high temperatures.
No rain is forecast for at least the next week -- a setback for firefighting efforts -- though no extreme surges in wind are expected, either.
The wildfire in Aude is the largest one recorded since France began logging national fire data in 2006, according to local media. Beyond that time frame, French Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau said, the area affected by this week's blaze so far was larger than that of any other single fire since 1949, Reuters reported.

This photograph taken on August 6, 2025 and released on August 7, 2025 by the Securite civile shows firefighters at work to extinguish a wildfire raging in the department of Aude, near Ribaute and Saint-Laurent-de-la-Cabrerisse, in the south of France. (Handout/AFP/Getty Images)


Ursula von der Leyen, president of the European Commission, said in a statement on the social platform X that the European Union was prepared to mobilize resources to help fight the fires.
The European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid agency said Tuesday that since the beginning of the year, 1,478 wildfires have started across Europe, burning 353,862 hectares.
In July, the World Meteorological Organization, an agency of the United Nations, warned that "about half of the European population may be exposed to high or very high risk of heat stress during summer" by 2050.
Ben Noll contributed to this report.
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Trump's new tariffs are hitting these major trading partners
Here's how Canada, Mexico, China and other countries fare under President Donald Trump's plan to rebalance global trade.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Vivian Ho, Victoria Craw | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump's tariffs went into effect at midnight Thursday, with new import taxes commencing on goods from dozens of U.S. trading partners.
Trump has argued that his high-risk trade strategy will rebalance a global system that he said has been tilted against the United States -- even as some economists warn that it could lead to renewed inflation and recession.
The new tariffs come after months of negotiations between the U.S. and its trade partners. Though few details have been made public, the administration has made deals with the United Kingdom, Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan, Vietnam, South Korea, Cambodia, Thailand and the European Union.
Trade talks are still ongoing with a number of other countries. Here's where the tariffs stand now on some of the United States' largest trading partners:
Trump raised tariffs on some Canadian goods from 25 percent to 35 percent, with the higher tariffs going into effect last week. The higher tariffs on Canada came after Trump posted on social media that it would be "very hard" to reach a trade deal with Canada after the country said it planned to recognize a Palestinian state.
How will consumers be affected? The U.S. imported nearly $412 billion from Canada in 2024, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The main goods are crude oil and related products; vehicles and auto parts; and machinery such as turbines, engines and construction equipment parts.
Trump postponed planned tariffs on imports from Mexico and extended the deadline for the country to make a deal for another 90 days after speaking on the phone with Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum last week. Trump's previously promised 25 percent tariff on Mexican imports (50 percent for steel, aluminum and copper) went into effect in March.
How will consumers be affected? The U.S. imports billions in goods from Mexico's agriculture, forestry and livestock sectors every year -- including the majority of the U.S. avocado supply.
Negotiations continue between the U.S. and its third-largest trading partner, with both the U.S. and China agreeing to hold off on retaliatory trade measures for the time being. The Trump administration had at one point set the tariff on goods from China, the United States' third-largest trading partner, to 145 percent before temporarily dropping the rate to 30 percent in May.
How will consumers be affected? China is the United States' main source of imported consumer goods, such as electronics and cellphones, clothing and children's toys.
The European Union negotiated a 15 percent duty on most imports to the U.S. under a trade deal announced in late July, which included a discussion around new E.U. investment in the U.S. Trump said his E.U. deal would mean $600 billion in new investment, but the E.U. readout of the deal said only that its companies "have expressed interest" in such plans.
The deal, which lowered the E.U.'s tariff from the 30 percent rate that the White House had previously threatened, was swiftly derided by European leaders and trade experts as lopsided. And on Tuesday, Trump said in an interview on CNBC's "Squawk Box" that if the E.U. does not follow through on the $600 billion investment, "then they pay tariffs at 35 percent."
Switzerland, which is not an E.U. member, is now subject to tariffs of 39 percent, up from a 31 percent tariff announced in April. The country's Federal Council expressed "great regret" over the higher rate in a post on X and said it was analyzing the situation before deciding on next steps.
How will consumers be affected? Pharmaceuticals were the E.U.'s top export to the U.S. last year, as well as Switzerland's, where luxury items like watches are also manufactured. Other key E.U. exports include cars from Germany and wine from France and Italy.
The U.K. remains subject to the broad tariffs of 10 percent first announced in April, although a reduction for Britain's automotive and aerospace industries was negotiated when the U.K. became the first country to sign a new trade pact with the U.S. in early May.
Under the deal, which came into effect June 30, 10 percent tariffs on U.K. goods like engines and aircraft parts were removed, and car export tariffs dropped from 27.5 percent to 10 percent for the first 100,000 vehicles exported to the U.S. Trump said he personally intervened to lower tariffs on "very special cars" like Rolls-Royce and Bentley when the deal was announced.
How will consumers be affected? Top U.K. exports include machinery, vehicles and pharmaceuticals, according to global research firm Trading Economics.
Trump said last month that he clinched a trade deal with Japan and would impose a 15 percent duty on Japanese imports -- down from the 25 percent he threatened earlier last month.
In exchange, Japan will remove trade barriers for U.S. auto and agricultural imports and invest $550 billion in the United States, Trump said.
How will consumers be affected? Japan's largest imports to the U.S. are vehicles, machinery and electronics, according to Trading Economics.
The Trump administration last week lowered the tariff on goods from Taiwan to 20 percent, down from the 32 percent announced in April -- an announcement that had spurred the Taipei stock exchange's single largest one-day drop. Taiwan is the United States' eighth-largest trading partner, according to federal data.
Taiwan President Lai Ching-te said at a news conference last week that the new tariff was temporary and that the government expects to negotiate a lower figure, adding that rates for semiconductors, electronics and other information and communication technology are also still being negotiated. On Wednesday, Trump said that he would place a 100 percent tariff on all computer chips imported to the U.S. but exempt companies that commit to "building" on U.S. soil.
How will consumers be affected? Taiwan's semiconductor industry produces 92 percent of the world's leading-edge computer chips.
Trump said last week that he had reached a trade deal with South Korea, which was originally set to face a 25 percent tariff. Under the deal, South Korean imports will now face a 15 percent tariff rate. In exchange, South Korea -- the United States' ninth-largest trading partner -- will invest $350 billion in the U.S., directed by the White House, and purchase $100 billion in American energy.
How will consumers be affected? South Korea is the United States' ninth largest trading partner. Key imports include vehicles and machinery.
Trump announced a trade deal with Vietnam in early July that set a 20 percent tariff on Vietnamese goods and a 40 percent tariff on goods from countries that are shipped to American buyers via the Southeast Asian nation. The administration had previously sought to impose a 46 percent tariff on Vietnam, which the administration said has become a transshipment point for Chinese companies seeking to dodge U.S. tariffs.
How will consumers be affected? Vietnam exports billions in electronics, machinery, furniture and footwear to the U.S.
Imports from India were set to face a 25 percent duty starting at 12:01 a.m. Thursday, but Trump said Wednesday he will raise tariffs to 50 percent in three weeks. An executive order Trump issued Wednesday announcing the additional 25 percent tax accused India of "directly or indirectly importing Russian Federation oil."
"India is not only buying massive amounts of Russian Oil, they are then, for much of the Oil purchased, selling it on the Open Market for big profits," he posted on social media Monday. "They don't care how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the Russian War Machine. Because of this, I will be substantially raising the Tariff paid by India to the USA."
How will consumers be affected? Like Vietnam, India has become an intermediary for goods shipped from China. Top exports include electronics and pharmaceutical products.
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Asia
Chinese exports grow strongly as U.S. tariff truce deadline approaches
With their 90-day truce set to expire on Tuesday, the new data is likely to stiffen China's resolve to stand tough in negotiations with the Trump administration.

A crew member works on a container ship docked at Yangshan Port outside of Shanghai last month. China's exports are holding up despite the pressures of President Donald Trump's global trade war. (Go Nakamura/Reuters)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Lyric Li | 2025-08-07
China has shown once again that it's weathering the storm of President Donald Trump's tariff pressures, with its exports climbing at a higher-than-expected annual rate of 7.2 percent in July, according to government statistics released Thursday.
But experts warn its buoyancy in the face of trade tensions may not last.
The new data comes less than a week before Washington and Beijing's 90-day trade truce is set to expire after the two sides last month left a third round of talks with no clear agreement. As the deadline for cutting a deal looms and he looks ahead to a potential summit with Chinese leader Xi Jinping this fall, Trump has appeared to soften his stance.
The latest trade data could bolster Xi's resolve to stand firm.
"Xi Jinping is likely to interpret the strong export figures as validation of China's economic resilience and its capacity to withstand external pressure," said Henry Gao, a trade expert at Singapore Management University.
The overall rate export growth exceeded economists' forecasts, even as exports to the United States fell by 22 percent since the previous July, according to the official statistics. Meanwhile, imports grew for the second month in a row, and at the fastest rate in a year, climbing 4.1 percent compared to July 2024.
This follows data released last month that showed that the country's economy was outpacing its growth target of "about 5 percent" for the year, expanding 5.3 percent in the first half of 2025.
Chinese state media on Thursday lauded the July numbers as proof that Beijing can remain resilient and grow its foreign trade "in the face of a complicated external environment," as Xinhua News Agency put it.
But Gao warned that the results are a "temporary distortion" and run the risk of making Chinese trade negotiators overconfident.
"The sharp increase in exports in July is largely attributable to firms accelerating shipments in anticipation of renewed U.S. tariffs, taking advantage of the temporary reprieve while it lasts," he wrote in an email. "This front-loading behavior is a familiar pattern whenever tariff deadlines loom and suggests exporters are bracing for tougher times ahead."

President Donald Trump said April 30 that American children might "have two dolls instead of 30 dolls" as he dismissed concerns about his trade war with China.


Others agreed the optimism may not last long.
"With the temporary boost to demand from the US-China trade truce already fading and tariffs on shipments rerouted via other countries now rising, exports look set to remain under pressure in the near-term," Zichun Huang, China economist at research firm Capital Economics, said in a note Thursday.
Gao also pointed to China's continuing struggle with slumping domestic consumption, which means it continues to rely on exports for economic momentum.
"The surge underscores a deeper structural reality: Despite years of policy rhetoric about rebalancing the economy toward domestic consumption, exports remain the primary engine of China's growth," Gao said.

Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng, center, waves as he arrives for trade talks between the U.S. and China in Stockholm on July 28. (Fredrik Sandberg/AP)


Last month, Washington and Beijing sought to ease trade tensions at a summit in Stockholm, but stopped short of extending their truce, although analysts have said an extension is likely.
If the two sides don't agree on an extension before Aug. 12, the U.S. could return to 145 percent tariffs on Chinese goods, and Beijing might reinstate its 125 percent duties -- levies so high they are an effective blockade to trade between the world's two largest economic superpowers, and one that would upend global supply chains.
China has coped with Trump's tariff war by seeking to divert its manufacturing surplus to other countries, including Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand, analysts say, based on data showing a sharp uptick in shipments to Southeast Asia.
"We are not just talking about the booming exports to Southeast Asia: China's exports to Africa, Latin America, and the European Union have also seen robust growth," said Xu Tianchen, a senior economist for the Economist Intelligence Unit in Beijing.
Beijing has also pursued deeper economic ties with the E.U. during a summit in Beijing last month, though the event also underscored deep divisions over their trade deficit and Russia's war on Ukraine.
The boost in trade to other areas has prompted the U.S. to call on partners to crack down on transshipment, experts say. Trump last week unveiled an  additional 40 percent tariff on transshipped goods, which came into effect at midnight.
China has largely played hardball in response to Trump's demands, but both Washington and Beijing have shown a willingness to de-escalate in recent months.
Beijing has eased some restrictions on rare earth sales to the U.S., allowing more exports of materials critical to military equipment, consumer electronics and hospital devices. Washington also reversed course earlier this summer by allowing U.S. tech giant Nvidia to once again sell its H20 artificial intelligence chips to China.
"China still has many cards to play, especially rare earths, which will serve as a reminder to Trump that neither side should toy with escalatory measures," said Xu of the Economist Intelligence Unit.
The ongoing U.S.-China trade negotiations, however, show "that the U.S. market remains very important" to China, said Ja Ian Chong, an associate professor of political science at the National University of Singapore. He added that expanding trade with other countries is still unlikely to replace what it once had with Washington.
"Ultimately, there are no winners from trade wars," he said.
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Asia
In tariff spat, Trump wields India-Russia trade against Modi
President Donald Trump is lashing out at India over Russian oil imports amid mounting trade tensions. On Wednesday, he doubled tariffs on India to 50 percent.

A man fuels his car in Gauhati, India, on Sept. 22, 2019. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


By Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar | 2025-08-07
NEW DELHI -- President Donald Trump has unleashed against India in recent days a barrage of criticism over its relationship with Russia. On Wednesday, he met words with policy, doubling tariffs on India to 50 percent, to kick in later this month in response to India's Russian oil imports -- plunging the relationship between Washington and New Delhi to its lowest point in at least a decade.
The move was no surprise except perhaps in its extent: The new tariff came atop a 25 percent levy already in place, amid a deepening trade impasse and an urgent push by Trump to deal Russia an economic blow heavy enough to force the peace deal in Ukraine he has long promised.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was once relatively insulated from Trump's wrath in part by what seemed like a close friendship. Now, Modi is struggling to assuage Washington while satisfying his own base -- and upholding India's commitment to forging partnerships, including with Russia, on its own terms.
"Our relationship with Russia has never been as contentious to the U.S. as it is now," said Pankaj Saran, a former Indian ambassador to Russia. In working to push India away from Russia, Trump may run up against a tall obstacle, Saran said: "the deep-seated Indian belief that you need to have friendships that go beyond the West."
That view in New Delhi may only have been strengthened by the whiplash of dealing with successive U.S. presidents.
Following Western financial restrictions on Moscow at the onset of war, Russian crude prices plunged -- and India moved in, becoming its top buyer. Russian crude now makes up 38 percent of India's oil imports, according to data from commodities analytics firm Kpler, up from 2.5 percent or even less before Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
In a post to Truth Social on Tuesday, Trump said of India's government: "They don't care how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the Russian War Machine." Earlier, he had posted: "I don't care what India does with Russia. They can take their dead economies down together, for all I care."
A chorus joined in. Secretary of State Marco Rubio called India's energy deals with Moscow a "clear frustration" for the president. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said India has not been a "great global actor." Sen. Lindsey Graham accused India of "war profiteering," and White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller said on Fox News, "People will be shocked to learn that India is basically tied with China in purchasing Russian oil."
That's not the message India was getting from the U.S. government when it began taking in a high volume of Russian oil. "Actually, they bought Russian oil because we wanted someone to buy Russian oil at a price cap," Eric Garcetti, then-U.S. ambassador to India, said at a forum last year. "That was actually the design of the policy," because "we didn't want oil prices going up."
The Kremlin has stuck up for its trade with India.
"Countries should have and do have the right to choose their own trading partners," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters Tuesday. Russia's earnings from fossil fuel exports, including oil, made up nearly half of its GDP over the last three years, according to the Center for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), a think tank in Helsinki.
Trump special envoy Steve Witkoff met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow on Wednesday as a Trump-imposed deadline loomed for Russia to agree to a peace deal in Ukraine or face steep economic consequences. Indian National Security Adviser Ajit Doval traveled to Moscow as well, Indian and Russian outlets reported.
Upon his return to office in January, Trump took a conciliatory tone toward Russia, and his rhetoric only harshened when a peace deal in Ukraine was not forthcoming. His friendship with Modi, meanwhile, came under strain after Modi and his officials contradicted Trump's claim to have settled the escalatory conflict between India and Pakistan in May.

A student of the Gurukul School of Art in Mumbai weighs in on the U.S.-India trade dispute in a painting on Aug. 1. (Rajanish Kakade/AP)


After refraining for months from direct confrontations with Trump over trade, the Modi government has begun to push back. External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said on Friday that India's partnership with Russia is "steady and time-tested."
An official statement from Jaiswal on Wednesday called Trump's actions "unfair, unjustified and unreasonable." An earlier statement on Monday pointed out that other countries that trade with Russia have not been singled out so harshly.
The European Union has been the largest buyer of Russia's gas, accounting for half of Russia's liquefied natural gas exports, according to CREA. More than a quarter of India's petroleum product exports, by value, are exported to the E.U., according to Indian Commerce Ministry data.
Europe said in July that they will restrict fuel imports that originate from Russian crude.
"It is revealing that the very nations criticizing India are themselves indulging in trade with Russia," Jaiswal said.
Under Biden, the U.S. largely tolerated India's balancing act between Moscow and Washington due to India's importance as a counterweight to China. But when Modi met with Putin just as NATO leaders gathered in Washington last year, the tolerance began to fray.
"I respect that India likes its strategic autonomy," Garcetti said in a news conference afterward. "But in times of conflict, there is no such thing as strategic autonomy."
Unlike his predecessor, Trump appears willing to place trade concerns foremost, even as it drives India to open up its relations with China. Trump has also lashed out at India's participation in the BRICS grouping, along with Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa. India contends that its membership reflects its commitment to alignment with multiple power centers.
At a forum on Monday, Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar called for "a fair and representative global order, not one dominated by a few."
Despite the pressure, Modi is not likely to sever trade with Russia, Indian analysts say. "It would be foolish for India to completely burn down its relationship with Russia," potentially pushing Russia and China even closer together, which could pose risks for India, said Nandan Unnikrishnan, a fellow at the Observer Research Foundation, an Indian think tank. "That means the boiler with the U.S. will simmer."
Much of India's bureaucracy still sees Moscow as a partner historically more reliable than Washington -- one that backed India when the Americans sided with Pakistan during the 1971 war, and one that didn't impose sanctions on New Delhi after its 1998 nuclear tests, unlike the United States.
"One relationship has been built on trust and affection. The other on mutual suspicion," Unnikrishnan said. And relations with Russia remain popular in India: More than half of young Indian respondents in a Pew Research Center survey said they held a favorable view of Russia -- compared to just 17 percent who said the same of the United States.
India -- which does not produce much of its own oil -- has reason to continue to turn to Russia, at least in the short term, said several oil experts.
"It is not an easy task to just stop taking Russian barrels. If tomorrow, 2 million barrels of crude are not coming from them, where does India get that crude?" said Sumit Ritolia of Kpler. "For refiners, even a difference of cents in prices matters."
It's not just oil. India still receives its largest share of military equipment imports from Russia -- at 36 percent -- but that figure has dipped from almost three-fourths in 2010 to 2014, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, as New Delhi turns to the United States, France, Israel and elsewhere.
While India has expressed eagerness to acquire new defense equipment from the U.S., some policy experts in the country caution against overcommitting to the U.S. partnership, pointing to Washington's tight controls on military hardware.
Hesitation will eventually give way to a strategic shift, other analysts say. "India will eventually come to the realization that it needs the United States far more than it needs Russia," said Sameer Lalwani, nonresident senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, a Washington think tank. "While the terms of our relationship may seem unfair at present, it's in India's crude strategic calculus to do everything it can -- especially symbolically -- to keep the United States on side."
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Middle East conflict
As hunger spread in Gaza, Israeli media began to focus on Palestinians
Amid reports of starvation in Gaza and growing international outrage, news of the worsening crisis began to break through into mainstream Israeli media.

Israeli activists in Tel Aviv last month protest the war in the Gaza Strip, Israel's measures regarding food distribution and the forced displacement of Palestinians. (Ohad Zwigenberg/AP)


By Shira Rubin | 2025-08-07
TEL AVIV -- Over nearly two years of war in the Gaza Strip, Israel's news broadcasts focused almost exclusively on Israeli victims of the conflict: hostages, both alive and dead, or still held in captivity; soldiers killed in battle, then buried at home.
The civilian suffering in Gaza, in which nearly 2 million people have been displaced and critical infrastructure destroyed, was rarely, if ever, mentioned. As missiles fell on Israeli cities and most of society hardened following the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks, there was an unwritten rule, journalists and media experts said, that kept Palestinian civilians mostly out of sight in domestic coverage of the war.
But last month, amid reports of mass starvation in the enclave and growing international outrage, news of the worsening crisis began to break through. The flood of images and condemnations, even from Israel's allies, gave Israeli journalists "a way into the story," said one prominent investigative reporter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the issue. "You see how much they've been waiting for it," she said.
Mainstream Israeli news outlets began showing footage of civilians in Gaza for the first time, including men on foot hauling sacks of food from aid distribution sites and children screaming as they crowded around the few remaining soup kitchens -- results, the reports said, of Israel's months-long blockade of the Strip.
The moment was brief: Newscasts this week have returned to more familiar areas of coverage after Hamas released videos of an emaciated hostage, horrifying Israelis and triggering mass street protests. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also proposed a full reoccupation of the Palestinian territory, causing tensions between his government and military officials who oppose the plan.
Still, the images, including of starving children, offered Israelis a glimpse of the mammoth crisis in Gaza, giving anti-war activists some hope that the debate in Israel would broaden to include questions over the legality and morality of the military's actions. They also led to some surprisingly blunt remarks by the nation's top news anchors.
"Maybe it's time to understand that this isn't just a PR failure, but a moral failure," journalist Yonit Levi, who anchors Channel 12's evening news broadcast, said as she wrapped up a report on Gaza last week.

Israeli activists bang pots and pans to protest the starvation of Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip, outside the U.S. Embassy branch office in Tel Aviv on July 24. (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


Israel has barred outside journalists from entering Gaza, except for brief, controlled embeds with the military. Palestinian journalists, however, have produced a steady stream of coverage from enclave, filing for global news wires and other international outlets. They have "continued reporting despite killings, injuries, and arbitrary detention at the hands of Israeli forces," according to the Committee to Protect Journalists, which says 178 reporters have been killed in Gaza since the start of the war.
But many Israelis, who are still grappling with the visual archive of Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas-led militants live-streamed thousands of hours of body-camera footage as they rampaged through southern Israel, remain skeptical of media reports coming out of Gaza. Some also distrust international media, accusing some outlets of downplaying coverage of the hostages.
As a result, few Israelis "make the effort to leave their feed, their bubble, whatever social media platform, and get to whatever other place to see what is happening" in Gaza, said Oren Persico, a reporter for the Seventh Eye, an investigative magazine focused on Israeli media and freedom of speech. "The algorithm knows already what you want to see."
According to Asa Shapiro, head of the advertising and marketing department at Tel Aviv University, the act of acknowledging, let alone sympathizing with, Gazans posed a dilemma both for journalists and viewers, who remain gripped by the fate of Israel's hostages. Fifty hostages are still in captivity, 20 of whom are presumed to be alive.
Israelis "are being asked by the world to see ourselves as the victimizers, and not the victims, which is really hard for us with the hostages still there," he said.
Last weekend, Hamas released two videos of hostage Evyatar David, 24, who was abducted from a music festival on Oct. 7. In one, he is shown shirtless and skeletal in what appears to be a tunnel. In another, David is recorded alongside footage of emaciated Palestinian children. Israel "has decided to starve them," the caption reads.
The Gaza Health Ministry said Thursday that 197 Palestinians have died from malnutrition since the start of the war, including 96 children. The vast majority of the deaths were recorded in July and now August, the ministry said, when mass starvation took hold following four months of a near-total Israeli blockade.
The malnutrition deaths are tallied separately from the war's overall toll, which stands at more than 61,000, according to the health ministry. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. For the most part, Israeli media has ignored the death toll in Gaza, instead citing official Israeli estimates of the number of Hamas members who have been killed.
"Everything happening in Gaza, including hunger, directly affects every man and woman in Israel," veteran journalist and filmmaker Rino Zror said on X on July 22. "It is the first journalistic duty. To present reality."

A fire blazes as demonstrators and relatives of hostages block a road Tuesday in Tel Aviv, demanding the immediate release of hostages who were kidnapped during the deadly Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel by Hamas, and the end of the war in Gaza. (Tomer Appelbaum/Reuters)


During previous wars in Gaza, Israeli journalists were also banned from entering the territory. But the Israeli media covered civilian suffering there, Persico said. He recalled news anchors and panelists on television calling up friends and colleagues who lived in Gaza.
During Operation Cast Lead, a war that lasted three weeks, from December 2008 to January 2009, Palestinian doctor Izzeldin Abuelaish, who worked in Israel as an obstetrician and gynecologist, would frequently call his friend, Israeli journalist Shlomi Eldar, to provide updates on the conflict. Then one day, as Eldar held up his phone during a live broadcast, Abuelaish began wailing on the line. "My God, my God, what have we done?" he said. An Israeli tank had fired on his home, killing three of his daughters.
"Now, there are no personal stories," Persico said. "There's no space to hear the crying and screaming coming from there."
Media analysts say that news channels prioritized their ratings over journalistic principles, attributing the move to Israel's rightward shift, as well as threats from the government for airing critical stories. In June, a legislative committee in the Knesset advanced a bill that would close the news division of Israel's public broadcaster, Kan. Last year, Netanyahu also approved a proposal barring government employees from communicating with or placing ads in the left-leaning newspaper, Haaretz, one of the only outlets to consistently cover the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
At the same time, Israelis have been focused inward, said Tehilla Shwartz Altshuler, head of the Democracy in the Digital Age program at the Israel Democracy Institute. Multiple conflicts not only with Hamas, but also Iran, Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen, meant near-constant exchanges of fire, including deadly rockets and missiles fired at Israel.
"It's more complicated than saying Israelis are ignoring what is happening in Gaza," Shwartz Altshuler said. "We are ignoring what's going on with us, in this PTSD that we are going through, that is not even post-, for which I have no word," she added, referring to post-traumatic stress disorder. "And that is precisely why the responsibility on the press to cover the suffering of Gaza in a journalistically professional way is even bigger."
Alon-Lee Green is a founder of Standing Together, an Israeli-Palestinian organization that has for weeks been petitioning Israeli news stations to broadcast images from Gaza.
He said the Israeli media's proclivity for "feel-good" news, focusing on courage of fallen soldiers, or resilience, is already cracking. Now that the "genie is let out of the bottle," Green said, Israel must finally demand that its government confront Gaza's humanitarian crisis.
"If we don't allow Israelis to handle and understand what we are doing in Gaza, and even to stop it," he said, "it will blow up in all our faces."
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Europe
Trump and Putin plan meeting on Ukraine, as early as next week
It was unclear whether Putin offered Trump any concessions in exchange for a meeting. But it would be a significant win for Putin after weeks of Trump's verbal attacks.




By Robyn Dixon, Natalie Allison | 2025-08-07

President Donald Trump's special envoy, Steve Witkoff, met with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin on Aug. 6.


President Donald Trump intends to meet "very soon" with Russian President Vladimir Putin to discuss the war in Ukraine, the president said, adding that he believes "there's a very good chance" of reaching an agreement.
It was unclear, however, whether Putin had offered any concessions to Trump in exchange for a meeting, which a White House official said could come as early as next week.
A meeting between the two leaders would be a significant win for Putin after weeks of Trump's verbal attacks on him. Trump repeatedly has said that while he and Putin have good conversations, those are followed by renewed Russian attacks on Ukraine.
Asked by reporters at a White House event if Putin had offered anything in return for the meeting this time, Trump offered no specifics, saying only that "we've had very productive talks today."
"I've been disappointed before with this one," Trump noted. But, he said, "we're having very serious talks right now about ... getting it settled, getting it ended."
Trump's openness to meeting with Putin came after a meeting earlier in the day in Moscow between Putin and the president's special envoy, Steve Witkoff.
In an interview on Fox Business, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said that as a result of Witkoff's meeting, "I think for the first time, perhaps since this administration began, we have some concrete examples of the kinds of things that Russia would ask for in order to end the war."
"Now, they may not be the conditions Ukraine can accept or, frankly, that others would accept. But at least we have something to work off of," he said.
"I've always believed -- I've always said this ... if there's going to be a deal to end this war, it will have to require the president to come in at the end and close on it," Rubio added.
Typically, summit meetings take place to seal agreements that have been worked out by lower-level officials. Trump, however, has long believed in his ability to personally negotiate agreements.
Skeptics of Trump's approach warned that Putin could take advantage of Trump's eagerness to reach a deal and use a face-to-face meeting to enlist the U.S. in putting pressure on Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to make major concessions to Moscow.
"It seems that Russia is now more committed to a ceasefire. The pressure on them is working," Zelensky said during a scheduled appearance on Ukrainian television. "But the main thing is that they do not deceive us or the United States in the details."
A meeting with Trump "is something Putin always wanted ... without anything being agreed," said Liana Fix, a specialist in European security policy and Russia at the Council on Foreign Relations.
"I'm pretty skeptical," Fix said. "A bilateral meeting is always a victory for the Russian side," she added, "a very successful diversion for him from the momentum of pressure that was building up."
Ukraine's European allies have tried to persuade Trump to keep up pressure on Putin, but they won't be present at a summit meeting, she noted.
"The idea always was that a summit, especially between Trump and Putin, would be the crowning act of a campaign to put Putin under pressure," Fix said.
Russian opposition figure Garry Kasparov offered a harsher assessment, writing in a social media post that the agreement to meet was part of a "process of normalizing and elevating" Putin, "offering him concessions and lifelines that only embolden him to further aggression."
The announcement of a possible Trump-Putin meeting capped a day of mixed signals. Trump praised Witkoff's meeting with Putin, writing on his social media platform that the session was "highly productive" and that "Great progress was made!"

President Donald Trump said May 15 that he does not expect progress in Russia-Ukraine peace talks until he meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin.


Several hours after Witkoff met Putin, however, Trump doubled tariffs on India to 50 percent, moving on his earlier threat to impose penalties on trading partners that have helped sustain the Russian economy and the Kremlin's war machine, especially by continuing to buy Russian oil.
Trump's executive order announcing the new tariffs stated that Russia's actions "continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States" through its war on Ukraine and that India "is directly or indirectly importing Russian Federation oil."
He ordered the increase in tariffs on India to take effect in three weeks, once more providing a window of several more weeks for some kind of deal. But the delay also allows more time for Russian forces to advance in Ukraine.
In addition to hitting India, Trump's order said the U.S. could increase tariffs on other countries buying oil from Moscow -- such as China, another major importer of Russian oil. At the White House event Wednesday, Trump said he might add additional countries to the sanctions list in coming weeks.
The talks between Witkoff and Putin began shortly before midday Moscow time and ended around 2:40 p.m., according to the Kremlin.
Earlier, Witkoff and Kirill Dmitriev, the head of Russia's sovereign wealth fund, visited a restaurant in Zaryadye Park near the Kremlin, where they spent about 90 minutes, before visiting an observation deck overlooking the Moscow River, state-run Ria Novosti reported.
After the meeting, Dmitriev described the talks as "successful," adding, "Dialogue will prevail," in a post on X.
Instead of the full truce that Trump has demanded for months, Putin was reportedly considering a partial ceasefire, possibly by ending the missile and drone attacks Russia has ramped up against Ukrainian cities in recent months. More than 6,700 Ukrainian civilians have been killed in the first half of this year, according to the United Nations. Last week, Trump described Russia's attacks on Ukraine as "disgusting" and "a disgrace."
But there were no immediate indications from either side about whether Putin tried to deflect the sanctions on Russia's trading partners by offering a partial ceasefire.
A partial truce might have halted the deadly attacks on civilians but would not prevent Russia from advancing in eastern Ukraine, where it has been making slow but steady progress, gaining 886 square miles from the end of December to the end of June, according to data from the Institute for the Study of War think tank.
It also would have neutered Ukraine's most effective tool in the war: drone attacks on key Russian military facilities, including strategic air bases, bombers, spy planes, oil refineries, fuel and ammunition storage facilities, and factories associated with military production.
On Saturday, Ukrainian drone attacks hit two major Russian oil refineries, Reuters reported. The Ryazan oil refinery, operated by Rosneft oil company, has halved its refining capacity since the attack, and the company's Novokuibyshevsk refinery shut down. Ukraine is at a disadvantage in ground fighting because of chronic shortages of soldiers and weapons -- another reason the partial ceasefire could benefit Russia.
With Witkoff in Moscow, rescuers in Ukraine were responding to a Russian strike on a civilian recreation center in the Zaporizhzhia region that killed two people and injured 12, according to Zelensky.
"There is zero military sense in this strike -- just cruelty aimed at instilling fear," Zelensky posted on X. In Ukraine's Odesa region, a Russian strike on a natural gas facility left hundreds of families without fuel, he said. Russia consistently claims that all its strikes target military facilities.
"No matter what the Kremlin says, they will only genuinely seek to end the war once they feel adequate pressure," Zelensky said. "And right now, it is very important to strengthen all the levers in the arsenal of the United States, Europe and the G-7 so that a ceasefire truly comes into effect immediately. Ukraine sees the political will, appreciates the efforts of our partners, of America, and of everyone who is helping. And we are counting on the necessary decisions to follow."
Before Wednesday, Witkoff, as Trump's emissary, had met Putin four times without denting the Russian leader's maximalist conditions to halt attacks, despite numerous concessions put forward by Washington, including keeping Ukraine out of NATO and enabling Russia to continue to occupy the territory it has illegally annexed.
But little progress has been made, with Putin successfully deflecting U.S. pressure for a ceasefire, arguing that the matter is too complex to be solved quickly and insisting that Russia would keep fighting.
The most recent direct talks between Russia and Ukraine took place last month in Istanbul and appeared to last less than an hour, with both sides agreeing on a prisoner exchange, while their positions on a ceasefire remained far apart.
Witkoff has been criticized in the past for echoing Kremlin rhetoric, appearing not to know details about the conflict, attending lengthy meetings with Putin and other top Russian officials alone, and relying on a Kremlin-supplied interpreter.
Despite Trump's criticism of Russia's apparent delaying tactics, Putin said last week that any disappointment over peace negotiations was due to "excessive expectations," reiterating that Russia's conditions haven't changed.
Trump has stepped back from direct military support for Ukraine but said last month that the U.S. would sell weapons to NATO countries, including air defense systems and interceptors, which they could then send to Ukraine.
Ukraine has for months called for tougher sanctions on Russia to press Putin to end the war. Andriy Yermak, head of Ukraine's presidential office, wrote in The Washington Post on Monday that sanctions need to target Russia's military industrial complex, block major Russian bank Gazprombank and prevent dual-use electronics from reaching Russia.
"Trump's decision last week to raise tariffs on India for purchasing Russian oil above the price cap surely rattled the Kremlin. It's a great first step, but more pressure is needed," he wrote.
Trump's threatened sanctions could pose a significant challenge to Russia, which is spending about 40 percent of its state budget on its military and security, amid a sharp decline in revenue from oil.
Although the Kremlin appears confident that it could withstand new sanctions, its economy is under intense pressure from the war, with high interest rates bankrupting small businesses, regions struggling with high expenditures on military recruitment and manufacturing suffering a decline. The Izvestia newspaper reported Tuesday that nearly 141,000 Russian businesses were liquidated in the first six months of the year.
Western sanctions include capping oil prices at $60 a barrel for crude, designed to bar companies from trading and transporting Russian oil above the price cap. Russia has weathered sanctions so far through oil sales, mainly to China and India, evading restrictions via a "shadow fleet" of several hundred aging oil tankers with opaque ownership and registration details, flagged from countries with lax regulations.
Sanctions on oil tankers have proved relatively successful, analysts say, with the Kyiv School of Economics reporting in June that the U.S., European Union, Britain and Canada had sanctioned a total of 496 tankers. But it said there was scope for better enforcement, with 135 sanctioned tankers recorded to have taken shipments at Russian ports between March and May.
Dixon reported from Riga, Latvia, and Allison from Washington. Missy Khamvongsa and Karen DeYoung in Washington, Catherine Belton in London and Siobhan O'Grady in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Middle East
How the Revolutionary Guard stealthily shapes Iran's economy
In a remarkable disclosure, the founder of a thriving Iranian tech company has revealed the behind-the-scenes pressure that security forces exerted on his firm.

Stockbrokers work at the Tehran stock exchange in Iran in May 2020. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


By Yeganeh Torbati | 2025-08-06
One of the most successful companies to emerge from Iran's decade-old start-up boom is a firm offering online classified ads similar to Craigslist that counts nearly half the country's population as users.
But when the company, Divar, decided it wanted to go public on the Tehran stock exchange, Iran's powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps stepped in during the spring to block the move, objecting to the firm's outspoken, independent-minded chairman, according to an internal letter he publicized last week.
The posting of the letter was remarkable in this secretive, authoritarian country. But behind the scenes, this kind of intervention by the IRGC in the Iranian economy has become commonplace, according to Iranian private-sector executives and experts on Iran's economy and politics.
And while the IRGC is well known for influencing the economy through the major stakes the group has held at one time or another in construction, telecommunications, oil and other industries, the move to block Divar's stock offering demonstrates how the Revolutionary Guard also wields economic power under the radar, even over companies it has no shares in. The IRGC  is Iran's most powerful security and intelligence organization, established shortly after the 1979 Islamic revolution to preserve the country's clerical rule.
The executive who had rankled the Revolutionary Guard -- Divar's founder, Hessam Armandehi -- has a reputation for regularly criticizing government actions. And Divar has in recent years resisted government demands that it turn over private user data and pressure to sell company shares to government-connected conglomerates, according to public statements by company officials and interviews with people familiar with the company.
Late last month, Armandehi disclosed the IRGC's  veto of his plans to take the firm public by publishing the letter, sent June 10 by a security official to an official at the Tehran Securities Exchange, on his LinkedIn profile. "It is hereby brought to your attention that the Intelligence Organization of the Guards ... has declared Mr. Hessam Mir Armandehi's lack of qualification, and consequently, the company's acceptance is contingent upon his absence," read the letter, which said the IRGC order came April 27. The letter was provided to his company by the stock exchange, Armandehi said on LinkedIn on Wednesday.
"Even now with all these pressures, I've neither lost hope nor have any plans for emigrating or leaving Divar," Armandehi wrote in a subsequent post.
A Divar spokesman declined to respond to detailed questions, and Armandehi did not respond to interview requests and detailed questions. The spokesman for Iran's mission to the United Nations declined to respond to questions. In response to a request for comment, a spokesman for the Tehran stock exchange referred to April comments by an exchange official in which he said that the "qualifications" of the chief executives, boards of directors and major shareholders of digital companies must be assessed by the "competent authorities."
Iran's deputy minister for information and communications technology, Ehsan Chitsaz, criticized the IRGC's action in a post Monday on X, using the hashtag #divar in Persian. "If a founder doesn't have the right to stay in their own company, no investor will confidently invest in the digital economy," Chitsaz wrote. "The stock market is a tool for corporate governance and transparency, not a tool for the arbitrary elimination of individuals or managerial coercion."
Iran has struggled for years with an ailing economy, including persistently high inflation and unemployment, which has fueled popular discontent. Economic experts attribute some of that malaise to Western sanctions and some to the Iranian government's mismanagement of the economy. The sort of pressure that Armandehi revealed in his post is further exacerbating the private sector's woes by destroying fair competition and is undermining Iran's recent efforts to attract more foreign investment, economic experts said.
"This leads to lower investment, of course, and it leads to capital flight not only from investors in Divar but also in many other digital companies, many other companies that are private," said Mahdi Ghodsi, an economist at the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies. "If they continue these kinds of policies, they are helping the collapse of the Islamic Republic."
Divar, which enables Iranians to buy and sell secondhand goods and find and rent homes, has about 38 million active users, or nearly half the country's population of 90 million people, according to a person familiar with the company and a 2023 report from a Swedish investment company that has Divar shares in its extended portfolio. Divar is highly profitable, said four people familiar with the company who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
A consortium of foreign investors, including Europeans, holds 15 percent of the shares of Divar's parent company, according to its website. The consortium and the Swedish firm did not respond to requests for comment.

Cars and motorbikes drive past a billboard featuring a picture of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, at Valiasr Square in Tehran in July. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA/Shutterstock)


Iran's start-up sector began booming in the early 2010s, drawing strength from the partial lifting of international economic sanctions after the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and world powers. But these companies quickly came under pressure from Iranian security forces, with Iranian hard-liners accusing executives of being a vector for Western influence. Some of those companies had received foreign funding, which the hard-liners found suspicious.
Some of that pressure has focused on Divar and its founder, Armandehi.
People who know Armandehi described him as someone who speaks his mind, bucks consensus and is unafraid of open conflict. One person said that Armandehi sometimes wore shorts to meetings with government officials -- casual wear that may be typical in Silicon Valley, but is highly unusual in official meetings in Iran. On his mother's side, he descends from a family of wealthy industrialists who built their fortune before the Islamic revolution of 1979, and much of whose wealth was confiscated by the new government when it took power.
Armandehi has been openly critical of powerful institutions in Iran. "In Iran, whenever you make money, all of a sudden some organization, some institution, some quasi-governmental place pops up to throw itself in the middle of the game, to take some portion of the money from you," he said in an interview with the "Tabaghe 16" podcast in 2024.
In the past, Divar had been pressured by security officials to share user data but resisted those requests to the extent possible, said two people familiar with the company. Former executives at other Iranian tech firms said in interviews that such demands were common, and that many companies felt they had no choice but to comply.
Another senior executive at Divar, Hessam's cousin Ashkan Armandehi, told an Iranian newspaper in 2023 that the company had been pressured by law enforcement officials to hand over user data, but had refused to do so without a court order. "The response that we always give them is that we will not give general user information under any conditions to anyone, except on a case-by-case basis, due to the existence of a private plaintiff and pursuant to a court order," he said. "Providing information about ads and users without a court order is illegal."
At one point, a police official told Ashkan Armandehi that they would "destroy Divar," he said in the interview. He was briefly arrested and ultimately sentenced to a three-month prison sentence in connection with the case, though a court later acquitted him.
One person familiar with the company said Divar had also been pressured in the past few years to sell some of its shares to a company part-owned by a conglomerate close to Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who also oversees the Revolutionary Guard. On Wednesday, after this article was initially published, Armandehi wrote on LinkedIn that he was unaware of such pressure and if he had faced it, he would have disclosed it publicly. 
Divar's difficulties with the Tehran exchange started becoming apparent even before the internal letter was disclosed.
In May, Iran's vice president for science and technology, Hossein Afshin, told Iran's Shargh newspaper that Divar had "no problem" being listed on the Tehran exchange, but added that "the security institution has several concerns, and these concerns are correct."
In response, an executive at Divar's holding company speculated in a June interview with the same newspaper that a "quasi-governmental institution or an affiliated institution" wanted control of the company.
This appetite for digital companies was not new. In 2023, hard-line newspaper editor Hossein Shariatmadari, who is known to be close to Khamenei, wrote an editorial calling for the ownership of internet platforms to be in the "hands of the ruling system." By then, several of the largest platforms had already sold their shares to conglomerates connected to the Iranian power structure, though several, including Divar, remained relatively independent.
"At the end of the day, the IRGC, they need their piece of cake," said Amin Sabeti, executive director of the Digital Impact Lab, which supports internet freedom in Iran. He has also researched Iran's tech sector. He compared the strong-arm tactics to those of criminal groups.
The Revolutionary Guard became a major player in Iran's economy after the end of the Iran-Iraq War in 1988, when Iran's political leaders were worried about the masses of unemployed, demobilized soldiers, said Ali Alfoneh, a senior fellow at the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington, who has researched the IRGC's  role in Iran's economy.
The force was given a central role in reconstruction efforts, channeling the profits into its own financial institutions and acquiring state-owned enterprises, he said. Since then, the IRGC has  used its intelligence force, which is separate from Iran's Intelligence Ministry, to eliminate potential business rivals, Alfoneh said.
Khamenei and the regime's other political leaders, who have faced repeated protests in recent years, depend on the IRGC  for survival, Alfoneh said. "That support now comes at the cost of granting the Guards an increasingly unchecked role in the economy."
Around the same time that the Revolutionary Guard was  seeking Armandehi's ouster from his company in April, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi wrote in The Washington Post that Iran is "open to welcoming businesses from around the world."
But Sara Bazoobandi, a nonresident fellow at the Institute for Security Policy at Kiel University in Germany, said Iran's economy had become more isolated, inefficient, and undesirable for foreign investment in recent years. "Let's face it, these are a bunch of really incapable, corrupt entities and individuals," Bazoobandi said of the IRGC  and other regime-connected entities. "They did not [become successful in business] through the merit of their own amazing business skills and ideas. They did it with guns, they did it with terror and threats."
Dozens of Iranian executives shared Armandehi's LinkedIn post and wrote comments in support, with several harshly criticizing the Revolutionary Guard's actions.
"I wish we had a good and responsible government that appreciated great and capable entrepreneurs and start-ups," one of them wrote. Another said, "Exactly for this reason it is impossible to grow in Iran!!"
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Europe
Georgia sentences journalist to two years in prison, drawing condemnation
Mzia Amaghlobeli, the founder of two media outlets, had slapped a police officer at an anti-government protest, but her case was seen as part of a wider crackdown on dissent.  

Journalist Mzia Amaghlobeli stands in a defendants' cage in a courtroom in Batumi, Georgia, on Feb. 1 and holds a book by Nobel Peace Prize laureate and journalist Maria Ressa titled "How to Stand Up to a Dictator." (Formula TV video/AP)


By Francesca Ebel | 2025-08-06
A prominent independent journalist in Georgia was sentenced Wednesday to two years in prison for slapping a police officer during a heated exchange at an anti-government protest this winter. The sentence drew immediate international condemnation as judicial overreach and as a sign of deepening authoritarianism and repression of dissent and press freedoms in the country.
Prosecutors had originally charged the journalist, Mzia Amaghlobeli, with assaulting a police officer, which carried a maximum potential sentence of seven years. But in a last-minute switch, the charge was downgraded during a dramatic sentencing Wednesday in the coastal city of Batumi.
Amaghlobeli, who founded two independent media outlets, Batumelebi and Netgazeti, was instead sentenced for "resistance, threats or violence against a defender of the public order or other government official."
"We condemn this arbitrary decision at the end of a trial marked by irregularities," Jeanne Cavelier, of Reporters Without Borders, a press advocacy group, said in a statement. "The charges are disproportionate, as a slap does not constitute a criminal offense, and her two-year prison sentence represents a new step in the government's use of the justice system to silence critical voices. We call on the authorities to put an end to this travesty of justice and to free this journalist at once."
Amaghlobeli was arrested at one of the many anti-government protests this winter that followed a claim of victory by the governing party, Georgian Dream, in a highly divisive parliamentary election in October. Protesters and the European Union disputed the result amid allegations of vote-rigging, aided by Russia. In February, the European Parliament adopted a resolution refusing to recognize the election results.
Georgia has faced ongoing political unrest, and senior officials in Georgian Dream have been put under sanctions by the United States and Britain.
In January, 14 embassies, including those of France, Germany and Britain, said in a joint statement that Amaghlobeli's case represented "another worrying example of the intimidation of journalists in Georgia, restricting media freedom and freedom of expression."
Amaghlobeli's lawyer told the court that her client had reacted emotionally after getting caught in a stampede and witnessing the arrests of close friends and colleagues, but that the police investigation was politicized and her client had not received a fair trial.
In comments to OC Media, the lawyer, Maia Mtsariashvili, dismissed the last-minute change in charges as an "attempt to save face" by the government.
"In reality, this isn't a verdict, but a demonstrative act of punishment," Mtsariashvili said. "It makes no difference whether [the sentence] would be four years or two years. The court, and behind the court -- you know who I mean -- the entire government was involved in a slanderous campaign against Mzia."
In a closing statement Wednesday, Amaghlobeli thanked her colleagues and activists, and urged them to fight on. "You must never lose faith in your own capabilities," she said. "There is still time. The fight continues -- until victory!"

Protesters call for the release of Mzia Amaghlobeli as they march through the streets in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 29. (Zurab Tsertsvadze/AP)


Hundreds of supporters gathered outside the court, whistling and chanting Amaghlobeli's name, as she was transported away.
Amaghlobeli was arrested twice during the protests this winter: initially for defacing a building by placing a protest sticker, and then again during a verbal altercation with police officers that escalated, ending with Amaghlobeli slapping a police chief who had responded with sexualized threats and insults.
According to Amnesty International, Amaghlobeli complained of abuse while in police custody, including being spat on and physically assaulted.
"Mzia Amaghlobeli was subjected to a litany of abuses at the hands of the police: verbally assaulted, spat on, injured and then refused medical help," Denis Krivosheev, Amnesty International's deputy director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, said in a statement. "This was admitted by police officers during her trial, yet impunity has prevailed."
"The proceedings were riddled with procedural violations and bias, and the court refused to admit much of the defence's submissions and investigate credible allegations of ill-treatment by police officials," Krivosheev added. "Mzia Amaghlobeli must receive a fair trial, and the abuses she has suffered must also be independently investigated and addressed to ensure justice."
Amaghlobeli's investigative outlet Batumelebi, which covers politics, corruption and human rights in Georgia, now faces closure after the government froze its bank accounts.
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Europe
Poland's new president is positioned to make history -- or rewrite it 
Karol Nawrocki, a  conservative Catholic and historian backed by President Donald Trump, can block the agenda of the centrist, pro-E.U. prime minister, Donald Tusk. 

Poland's newly sworn-in President Karol Nawrocki and his wife Marta Nawrocka wave as they walk near the Royal Castle on the day he took the oath of office, in Warsaw on Wednesday. (Kacper Pempel/Reuters)


By William Booth | 2025-08-06
GDANSK, Poland -- As a MAGA-endorsed candidate, he was awarded a visit to the Oval Office, where he posed, thumbs up, with President Donald Trump. Running for president under the banner "Poland first, Poles first," Karol Nawrocki, a 42-year-old conservative Catholic, narrowly won a June runoff, giving the populist Law and Justice party the ability to paralyze the agenda of pro-E.U. Prime Minister Donald Tusk.
As Nawrocki takes office on Wednesday, he joins other Trump-aligned leaders in an increasingly polarized Europe, including Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico. Describing himself as a nationalist and patriot, Nawrocki is a political neophyte with a PhD in history, who seems more comfortable telling, and defending, the story of his country's troubled past than writing its future as a rising European power.
To his detractors, he is at best a controversial "manager of history," not a revisionist, but a historian who seeks to highlight his country's brave resistance against its powerful adversaries and who wants Germany to pay steep reparations for Nazi crimes, which he insists victimized Poles and Jews equally.
Using the president's power to both veto and introduce legislation, Nawrocki could block Tusk, a centrist and former top European Union leader, from reversing years of democratic backsliding under Law and Justice, holding the line just like his predecessor, Andrzej Duda, who was also aligned with Law and Justice.
Tusk last week vowed to constrain Nawrocki to the presidential powers defined in the constitution. "I will not allow Mr. Nawrocki, once he's sworn in as president, to politically demolish the government," Tusk said.
Lech Walesa, a former Polish president and Nobel Prize winner who led the Solidarity movement against communist rule, said he would boycott Nawrocki's inauguration, blasting it as a "disgraceful spectacle."
At his inauguration on Wednesday, Nawrocki said that "despite the campaign of propaganda, lies, political theater and contempt" that as a Christian, he can forgive. He vowed to fight illegal immigration, defend the Polish currency and limit the powers of the European Union.
Like many Poles, Nawrocki is highly critical of Russia -- he recently called Putin a "war criminal" -- but he is wary of Ukraine, which he insists should not be allowed to join NATO or the European Union.
As Ukraine fights for survival against Russia's invasion, Nawrocki has focused on the long-simmering grievance over the killing of as many as 100,000 ethnic Poles during World War II.

Polish President Karol Nawrocki and his wife Marta Nawrocka arrive for the investiture ceremony at the Royal Castle in Warsaw on Wednesday. (Radek Pietruszka/EPA/Shutterstock)


To his backers, Nawrocki is simply standing up for his country, not for Brussels: Why shouldn't Poles be proud of their past, especially when so much was suppressed during more than four decades as a Soviet satellite?
"He comes from history, he believes in history. He will be a president who focuses on history," said Aleksander Jankowski, a lawyer and city councillor representing the Law and Justice party in Gdansk.
Jankowski said the new president will stand up to the other side -- the liberal side, the Tusk side -- which he called "the sizable proportion of the population that hates everything that makes you who you are."
To the Polish public, though, Nawrocki remains mostly unknown. During the campaign, he used rallies in the countryside to stress his traditional background and family values, to make it clear he did not consider himself an urban elite. His mother was a bookbinder, and his father was a machinist and a member of Solidarity. He is an amateur boxer. He was born and raised in a working-class neighborhood in Gdansk.
"He's a tough guy," said Grzegorz Berendt, a former director of the Museum of the Second World War in Gdansk and the professor who oversaw Nawrocki's dissertation, titled "Social Resistance to Communist Rule in the Elblag Voivodeship."
"He is one of us, like his family, from Polish towns and villages," Berendt said.
Nawrocki has spent his career as a practitioner of what in Poland is called the "memory project." He, too, served as the director of the Museum of the Second World War in Gdansk, and he also led the Institute of National Remembrance in Warsaw, which is charged with popularizing the 20th-century history of Poland and, importantly, also investigating crimes committed against the Poles, from the Russian Revolution in 1917, through World War II, to the collapse of the communist regime in 1990.
Resume aside, his take on the past is no longer academic.
Given Nawrocki's presidential authority, Tusk and his party, Civic Platform, will probably struggle. Tusk promised voters that he would increase the independence of the judiciary, loosen abortion restrictions and legalize same-sex marriages. Nawrocki can just say no.
Nawrocki also will help shape foreign relations, including with Ukraine, Russia, Germany and the United States.
He clearly has the Trump administration's support. On a visit to Warsaw in May, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem called Nawrocki's opponent "a train wreck" and said Nawrocki "needs to be the next president of Poland."
But in Brussels, where Tusk served as the first European Council president from an Eastern European country, E.U. officials were clearly rooting for Rafal Trzaskowski, the liberal mayor of Warsaw, an ally of Tusk and fellow member of Civic Platform who lost the runoff by a razor-thin margin.
During and after the campaign, Nawrocki stressed that Poland supports Ukraine against Russia. Speaking to the pro-Orban Hungarian outlet, the Mandiner, in his first interview with the foreign press, Nawrocki called Russia "the biggest threat in the region, a post-imperialist, neo-communist state."
But after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky congratulated Nawrocki on his victory, Nawrocki replied that he hoped "we will continue to work together for the common good, both to resolve the turbulent past and to build a secure future."
The past Nawrocki refers to is the 1943-1944 Volhynia massacres, in which Ukrainian nationalists killed as many as 100,000 ethnic Polish civilians. The attacks were notoriously savage, with whole villages wiped out, including women and children.
Under Soviet influence, discussion of the mass killing was muffled. Many Poles consider the massacres an act of genocide. Ukrainians describe it as a tragedy of war and resist that label.
Nawrocki says Ukraine must allow the exhumation and reburial of Polish victims. That work finally began in April, but it has been slow.

Supporters of Karol Nawrocki hold a banner of him with U.S. President Donald Trump during a campaign rally in Katowice, Poland, on May 29. (Omar Marques/Getty Images)


Responding to the president-elect's opposition to NATO and E.U. membership for Ukraine, Zelensky told Nawrocki that "if Ukraine does not belong anywhere, then there is a high risk that, right after Ukraine, Russia will be at the Polish border."
There are about 1.5 million Ukrainians now living in Poland, including war refugees and economic migrants who came before. They were welcomed warmly early on, but as the war has dragged for more than three years, there is now open grumbling, said Olena Babakova, a migration researcher based in Warsaw.
During the campaign, Nawrocki supported a law that would give Poles priority access to health care, school enrollment and paid benefits. "Poles cannot be treated worse in their own country than immigrants," Nawrocki said.
Ukraine isn't the only country closely listening to what Nawrocki has to say about the past. He told voters that "the Germans will see me as a partner on economic issues, but also as a tough competitor in demanding what is due to us."
Poland is one of the greatest beneficiaries of E.U. funds; Germany, the bloc's largest and richest country, is the biggest contributor to the common budget.
Nawrocki, however, also wants Germany to pay reparations for Nazi war crimes, including the deaths of 6 million Poles, 3 million of them Polish Jews, the remainder mostly Christians.
In 2022, the Law and Justice government made a formal demand of $1.3 trillion in compensation for the destruction caused during Nazi occupation. German reparations have helped generate votes for Law and Justice, which backed Nawrocki's presidential bid, though he is not a party member. Polling has found that a majority of Poles support the idea of Germany paying for what it did 80 years ago.

Karol Nawrocki, presidential candidate of the Law and Justice party, stands onstage with his family following the Polish presidential runoff election on June 1 in Warsaw. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


In the first round of the presidential elections, the third-place finisher was Slawomir Mentzen, a tax accountant and beer brewer turned politician with 1.7 million followers on TikTok. He is the leader of the libertarian Confederation party and supports sealed borders and low taxes.
Fourth place went to Grzegorz Braun, a radical-right former lawmaker who supports the return of the Polish monarchy and has expressed openly antisemitic views; he took a fire extinguisher to the lighting of a menorah in Parliament and called Hanukkah "Satanic." Together, Mentzen and Braun received 21.15 percent of the vote. In the runoff, according to exit polling, most of that went to Nawrocki.
Braun presented both Nawrocki and his rival with a list of questions, essentially policy demands, to gauge how his supporters should vote.
Nawrocki answered, pledging to never to send Polish troops to defend Ukraine. He decried any commemoration of the Ukrainian nationalist leader Stepan Bandera, regarded as a war criminal in Poland, and said he supports legislation by the Law and Justice party that outlaws "Banderism," alongside Nazism, fascism and communism, as a crime punishable by three years in prison.
According to the English-language "Notes from Poland" website, "Nawrocki didn't respond specifically to Braun's questions about Jews but said that he 'will defend the good name of Poland and Poles against all the disgusting attacks by people such as [Jan] Grabowski, [Jan] Gross and [Barbara] Engelking.'"
The latter three are Polish Holocaust scholars who have published research on the role that Poles played in crimes against Jews during and after World War II.
When he was director of the Museum of the Second World War, Nawrocki changed the exhibits to highlight Poles who resisted German occupation and sacrificed themselves to protect Jews from extermination.
The changes led to a lawsuit. The museum's new director, Rafal Wnuk, told The Washington Post that his team revised each of the 17 alterations made by Nawrocki, changes that made the exhibits "more patriotic, more Catholic, with more Polish heroes and more martyrdom," Wnuk said. "And a lot more priests."
"History is the soft power of the state," Wnuk said. The Nawrocki narrative "is that the West betrayed us many times, we cannot trust Western Europe. Only in Poland does the real values of Europe survive."
Julia Alekseeva in Warsaw contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Ion Iliescu, who led Romania after the fall of communism, dies at 95
As president, he steered the country through its transition to democracy. He was later accused of crimes against humanity.

Romanian President Ion Iliescu in 1993. He was elected after the overthrow and execution of the country's longtime communist leader. (Peter Turnley/Corbis/VCG/Getty Images)


By Aaron Wiener | 2025-08-06
Ion Iliescu, who as president of Romania led the country through its transition to democracy from communism but was later accused of crimes against humanity for his role in the violent revolt that overthrew his predecessor, dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, died Aug. 5 at a hospital in Bucharest, the capital. He was 95.
His death was announced by the Romanian government, which declared Thursday as a national day of mourning. Mr. Iliescu had been hospitalized in June for lung cancer.
Mr. Iliescu dominated Romanian politics in the postcommunist era, becoming in 1990 the country's first freely elected president of the period and then winning reelection in 1992 and again in 2000. He was credited with enacting democratic and economic reforms, if incomplete ones, and steering Romania into the European fold. In all, he served more than 10 years as president from 1990 to 1996 and 2000 to 2004.
Mr. Iliescu's life and career spanned a broad sweep of Romanian -- and world -- history. Born in 1930 in Oltenita, south of Bucharest near the banks of the Danube, he saw his country fight first with the Axis powers in World War II and then with the Allies before Soviet occupation turned it into a communist satellite state under the Warsaw Pact.
Mr. Iliescu studied in Moscow, returned to Romania and became a party operative, first as a parliamentary deputy and later as head of the central committee's propaganda department. But he grew estranged from the party under the 24-year dictatorship of Ceausescu, who was overthrown and executed by firing squad in 1989.
More than 1,100 people died in the revolt, most of them during fighting that occurred after Ceausescu was deposed. In 2018, Romanian prosecutors charged Mr. Iliescu with crimes against humanity for his role in the uprising, alleging that he had spread misinformation through his public appearances and statements, increasing the risk of "instances of friendly fire, chaotic shooting and contradictory military orders."
Mr. Iliescu denied wrongdoing, and the case stalled. In January, prosecutors again accused him of crimes against humanity for violently cracking down on protesters in 1990 by sending in coal miners to suppress a demonstration. Mr. Iliescu again denied all wrongdoing.
When he won the presidency in 1990, Mr. Iliescu said he intended to make Romania one of the world's most advanced nations by the end of the decade. Instead, Romania today remains one of Europe's poorest countries, beset by corruption and persistent political turmoil.
But Mr. Iliescu also pledged to return Romania to Europe after decades behind the Iron Curtain. On that, he made good, overseeing Romania's entry into NATO in 2004 and backing negotiations for its membership in the European Union, which Romania joined in 2007.
When Mr. Iliescu initially assumed the presidency, he was greeted with wariness by some Western leaders, who saw him as antidemocratic following his crackdown on popular demonstrations in Bucharest. But he won their backing -- or at least grudging acceptance -- by enacting political and economic reforms.
Romanian President Nicusor Dan, a pro-European centrist who defeated a right-wing nationalist in May elections, called Mr. Iliescu "the central figure of the transition of the 1990s" in a statement on Facebook, adding that "history will judge" him.
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Europe
American journalist found alive days after going missing in Norway
Award-winning climate journalist Alec Luhn didn't return as planned from a four-day solo hike in a Norwegian national park known for its glaciers, prompting a search.

Climate journalist Alec Luhn in September 2022. (Courtesy of Veronika Silchenko)


By Sammy Westfall, Annabelle Timsit | 2025-08-06
American climate journalist Alec Luhn has been found alive, days after he was reported missing while on a solo backpacking trip in Norway, according to his family.
Luhn's wife, journalist Veronika Silchenko, said Wednesday that he was found alive by rescuers. He was awake and was being taken to Bergen, Norway by helicopter, she said.
A search operation was launched Monday for Luhn, who set out last week on a four-day trip in Folgefonna National Park, home to one of Norway's largest glaciers.
Silchenko reported him missing when he didn't return as planned from the trip. She previously said she saw him last when he began his hike Thursday afternoon.
Luhn, a 38-year-old Wisconsin native, was scheduled to stay at two mountain cabins, DNT Holmaskjer and DNT Breidablikk, during his hike. His trip was set to end Monday morning at Arsnes Kai bus station, where he would begin a roughly four-hour journey from the national park to Bergen to catch an evening flight.
Speaking to The Post before Luhn was found, Silchenko said she had known he wouldn't have strong cellphone service on the trek, but he apparently had not regained service Monday, when he was scheduled to be in the city. She said she began to panic after the hiker missed his Monday flight out of Bergen to London. That's when Silchenko alerted authorities and reported him missing.
A search and rescue operation was launched, with volunteers, dogs and a helicopter patrolling the area. The conditions in the national park made the search more difficult, with constant rain and wind, Silchenko said.
Silchenko described her husband as an experienced hiker. As a journalist covering climate, "he works in those places and knows how to handle it," she said. His love for the Arctic and glaciers was among the reasons he changed his reporting focus from Russia to climate change and the environment. He has reported from Siberia, the Arctic Ocean, Canada, Alaska and other cold, rugged areas in freezing temperatures and on snowmobiles.
"He takes things very seriously," Silchenko said. He told her all the locations of his hike in advance and was carrying everything he needed, including a compass, she said.
Luhn has reported for the Atlantic, National Geographic, the New York Times and other publications, winning national awards for his climate coverage. He is also a 2024-25 Pulitzer Center fellow reporting for Scientific American.
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Business
Trump to sign order to open alternative assets to retirement savers
The order is expected to direct the Labor Department to work with the Treasury and the Securities and Exchange Commission to see which regulations need to be changed.

color0820-401(k) (Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Margot Amouyal | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump is expected to sign an executive order making it easier for everyday savers to invest their retirement funds in alternative assets, including private-market assets like private equity and real estate as well as cryptocurrencies, two White House officials confirmed Thursday.
The order is expected to direct the Labor Department to work with the Treasury Department and the Securities and Exchange Commission to see which regulations need to be changed so that alternative-asset managers can tap into employer-sponsored retirement plans, according to a White House document obtained by The Washington Post. Americans have more than $12 trillion in these plans, including $9 trillion in 401(k)s, which these managers see as untapped capital.
Alternative asset management firms -- such as private-equity and real estate funds that typically cater to the ultrarich -- are prepared to offer exposure to private markets. Apollo Global Management said in May that it's working with Empower, the nation's second-largest retirement plan provider, to offer access to private-asset investments, while BlackRock announced in June a similar partnership with fund manager Great Gray Trust. Alternative-asset managers now oversee more than $33 trillion, according to data from J.P. Morgan Research
In effect, Trump's order would address the legal concerns that have historically kept alternative-asset managers away from defined-contribution plans, which offer public funds specializing in stocks and bonds.
The amount of capital flowing into private-market investments fell nearly 30 percent between 2021 and 2024, according to a May report from PitchBook. The slowdown is hitting every core facet of the industry, from venture capital to real estate, the same report showed.
The private-equity industry -- which takes over companies, turns them around and aims to sell them for a higher price -- is one major part of the broader private-asset market. Their record on returns is highly variable, with the top-performing firms greatly outpacing the lowest-tier ones. From 2007-2023, there were only two years where private equity overall delivered returns that were at least 3 percent higher than the S&P 500, according to Pitchbook.
Moreover, private-market asset investments can be hard to quickly convert into cash because the money gets tied up in long-term projects that can last over a decade, like companies and real estate. That means if an emergency crops up, investors can't easily take their money out, said David Robinson, a professor of finance at Duke University.
"If you don't like the performance of the mutual fund, you can sell your mutual fund shares that same day," Robinson said. "This ability to sort of vote with your feet and walk away is greatly constrained in the private market."
Another issue is a 1974 federal law, the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, that requires employer-sponsored retirement plans to act in the best interest of workers and make diversified investments. That law has made it difficult for ordinary Americans to invest their savings in private-market assets and cryptocurrencies, because alternative investments come with greater risk, higher fees and less transparency, noted Colleen Medill, a law professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
The Trump order, however, could be a "total game changer" by making it easier for managers of defined-contribution retirement plans to offer alternative investment options, she added.
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Economic Policy
Trump celebrates new tariffs as negotiations continue with China
New import taxes kick in on goods from dozens of U.S. trading partners.

President Donald Trump shouts to reporters from the roof of the White House on Tuesday. New tariffs Trump ordered took effect shortly after midnight Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch | 2025-08-07
President Donald Trump celebrated the start of his long-awaited tariffs Thursday, declaring that money was "flowing into the USA at levels not thought even possible!" -- though economists say the cost of the import taxes will probably get passed on to U.S. consumers and businesses.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick said the federal government could collect $50 billion a month in tariff revenue, which Trump administration officials hope will be a boon to the U.S.'s dismal financial health.
U.S. stocks were mixed in late-morning trading Thursday, as investors appeared unbothered by the new taxes. The Dow Jones Industrial Average and S&P 500 posted minor losses, but the tech-heavy Nasdaq showed gains after Trump announced he'd exempt tech firms with plans to build domestically from massive new import duties on chips and semiconductors. Markets mostly rose in Asia and Europe on Thursday.
The larger economic picture around the tariffs, though, has yet to come into focus. U.S. consumers now face an average tax rate on imports of 18.6 percent under the new duties, according to the Yale Budget Lab, the highest rate since 1933. In modern U.S. history, the average tariff rate fluctuated between 2 and 3 percent.
"We've really just started," Trump said Wednesday in the Oval Office. "This is just in its infancy."
The administration has struck frameworks for trade deals with nearly a dozen of the country's largest commercial partners, including Japan, South Korea and the European Union.
But the White House punted on deals with Mexico and China, instead opting for temporary truces while negotiations continue. Lutnick told Fox Business Thursday morning that another 90-day extension of the truce with China was "likely" as talks evolve.
Trump has already imposed a 35 percent levy on some goods from Canada, the U.S.'s second-largest trading partner (many items covered by a trade agreement Trump signed in his first term are exempt). He also said Wednesday he would tax Indian imports at 50 percent, starting Aug. 27, citing India's purchases of Russian oil.
Lutnick said "no one's retaliating" for the tariffs -- but that is untrue. Canada has imposed steep levies on American steel, aluminum, agricultural products and consumer goods. China and the E.U. both initially imposed retaliatory tariffs, but reduced them during negotiations or after agreeing to a framework of a deal.
Trump has asserted unprecedented economic emergency powers to impose many of the tariffs. Those levies face legal challenges, and one trade court has already sided with a group of businesses, states and advocacy organizations that say Trump overstepped his authority to regulate the economy.
The administration appealed the ruling, but much of the administration's nascent trade and foreign policy agenda could still be undone overnight depending on how that case goes. The question seems destined for the Supreme Court.
The result, many economists say, is a U.S. economy that is largely in a holding pattern, with soft hiring numbers, hesitant consumer spending and businesses contemplating if -- or how -- to cut back if the tariffs begin to cramp economic growth.
"The safest thing for companies here to do is to simply put off investment until you get a clearer picture," said Dean Baker, senior economist at the Center for Economic and Policy Research, a left-leaning think tank. "At this point, I don't know anyone who would say they feel very confident of what things will look like in a year, two years, three years down the road."
Indian stocks fell early Thursday on news of the country's impending 50 percent tariff, though a key index rallied to close the day up. Imports from India were already set to face a 25 percent duty starting Thursday. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi reinforced New Delhi's stance Thursday against any trade deal that hurts the country's farming, dairy and fishing sectors -- which have been key sticking points in negotiations. "I know personally I will have to pay a heavy price for it," he said at a function in New Delhi. "I am ready for that."

Indian stocks fell after Trump's announcement of 50 percent tariffs on Indian goods. (Hemanshi Kamani/Reuters)


In Switzerland, business groups called upon the government to continue negotiating with the U.S., concerned over the impact a 39 percent tariff would have on an economy highly dependent on foreign trade.
"If this horrendous tariff burden remains in place, it will mean the de facto death of the export business of the Swiss tech industry" to the U.S., said Swissmem, a trade group representing the Swiss engineering and tech industries, in a statement.

President Donald Trump has been saying nearly the same thing about tariffs since the 1980s. Now, he wants to use tariffs to reshape the U.S. economy.


Trump has long held that imposing taxes on trade will improve the nation's grim finances and rebalance relationships with foreign nations that he says are taking advantage of the U.S. He has also used tariffs in recent weeks to try to accomplish foreign policy objectives, dangling threats of new trade barriers to stop skirmishes between Thailand and Cambodia.
But consumers often ultimately pay for tariffs through higher prices, even if some of the costs are spread throughout the supply chain. And there are many nations with which the U.S. must trade to secure goods that can't be made or grown at home. Some economists worry that Trump's new trade policy could cause the economy to shrink and rupture certain alliances that domestic producers have relied upon to manufacture cheap goods.
A test case could be Apple's iPhones and other consumer electronics, which are assembled at factories predominantly in China and India. The company announced a $100 billion investment Wednesday to produce components, including glass and semiconductors, for those items in the U.S. -- in part to avoid tariff rates.
Trump said he planned to impose a 100 percent tariff on chips and semiconductors, but those wouldn't apply to firms that are setting up new domestic production facilities.
"If you're building in the United States of America, there's no charge even though you're building, and you're not producing yet," Trump said in the Oval Office Wednesday afternoon, flanked by Apple CEO Tim Cook.

President Donald Trump on Aug. 6 announced Apple's $600 billion investment in the U.S. and said he'd impose a 100 percent tariff on computer chips made abroad.


The policy is designed to give firms "breathing room" to move manufacturing facilities and supply chains to the U.S., similar to the White House's treatment of tariffs on automakers, a Trump administration official said.
Trump in April revised his original tax plans on auto imports to relieve manufacturers from the effects of "stacked" tariffs, or levies that would apply to vehicles, component parts and source materials.
"We're fully cognizant of the fact that you can't set up a factory overnight on something as complicated as semiconductors," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. "This is designed to reflect that and build in some flexibility."
The tariffs that took effect Thursday were delayed by months of back and forth between the Trump administration and dozens of countries as the White House seeks to overhaul the international trade order.
On April 2, Trump unveiled sweeping new duties against merchandise from dozens of countries -- from the U.S.'s closest allies to minuscule uninhabited Antarctic islands -- in an event he dubbed "Liberation Day." The highest rates targeted countries where the United States runs a trade deficit, meaning those countries export more to U.S. businesses than they import.
The announcement sent shock waves through global markets and threatened to teeter the U.S. economy. Trump swiftly pulled back, delaying the implementation date to Aug. 1, and ordering senior trade and diplomatic officials to swiftly cut agreements in what the White House came to brag would be "90 deals in 90 days."
Last week, hours before the tariffs were set to kick in, the administration said the deadline would be delayed another week to give U.S. Customs and Border Protection more time to prepare to charge the new levies.
"For sure, this means higher prices," said Baker, from Center for Economic and Policy Research. "The question we're all asking is how it's going to be divided between the various middlemen, the direct importer, retailers and the consumers. The history has been most of it is paid by the consumers, and my guess is that will end up being the case this time, as well. But that is up for grabs. We just haven't seen tariffs like this."
Administration officials insist that consumers will feel little impact from Trump's tariffs because foreign manufacturers will eat the cost increase to retain their hold on the U.S. market.
But a growing number of companies in recent weeks, including Procter & Gamble, Nike and Hasbro, have said they plan to raise retail prices to compensate for their rising tariff bill. On Wednesday, Weyco Group, which sells shoes under the Florsheim and Nunn Bush brands, said it raised retail prices on July 1 to offset the cost of Trump's import taxes.
Before trade tensions soared, Weyco made about three-quarters of its shoes in China. The company beefed up its U.S. inventory before the tariffs on Chinese goods spiked in April. It also squeezed cost reductions from its suppliers in China and shifted some production to Cambodia, Vietnam and India.
The fast-changing nature of the president's trade offensive has made it hard to keep pace. As CEO Thomas Florsheim explained the strategy to investors on a quarterly earnings call, news arrived that the president had just raised tariffs on Indian products to 50 percent.
"We're going to have to wait and see what happens with India," Florsheim said. "If the Indian tariffs get unmanageable, we're going to have to shift more product back to China."
Pranshu Verma in New Delhi contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Nearly 2 million Americans on unemployment, highest since pandemic era
Continuing unemployment claims jumped to 1.97 million in late July, according to a Labor Department report, highlighting a weakening labor market. 

A hiring sign in a store in Mount Prospect, Illinois, in November. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2025-08-07
The number of Americans receiving unemployment benefits for at least a week rose to the highest level since November 2021 in the latest sign of widening cracks in the labor market.
Workers who have received benefits through a "continued claim" for unemployment insurance jumped to 1.97 million in late July, up from 1.85 million in early January, according to Labor Department data released Thursday. New filings for unemployment claims remain low, rising by just 7,000 last week.
The figures reinforce the increasingly weaker labor market landscape. Even without a large pickup in layoffs, many Americans cannot find new work and are facing longer bouts of unemployment. A separate jobs report released last week showed that employers are hiring at close to the slowest pace in more than a decade, excluding the pandemic.
"The increase in continued claims points to unemployed workers finding it tough to get back onto the career ladder after being laid off," said Daniel Zhao, chief economist at Glassdoor. "We shouldn't ignore the impact of slower hiring. It means that it's hard for unemployed people to get back into the workforce, but it also means that those unemployed workers might have to settle for a worse job, or people who are currently employed aren't able to climb the career ladder."
The labor market has slowed due to the Trump administration's higher tariffs, federal spending cuts and aggressive immigration restrictions, labor experts say. Long-awaited tariffs on dozens of countries took effect early Thursday, imposing sharper taxes on imports from dozens of countries that could get passed on to U.S. consumers and businesses, further slowing hiring, experts say.
"In 2025, employers are facing a tremendous amount of uncertainty," Zhao said. "The level of uncertainty we're seeing is making it hard for businesses to commit to plans that include hiring."
Federal layoffs have also accelerated and will continue to rise this year, which could spill over to other industries. A Supreme Court decision in July allowed the Trump administration to proceed with job cuts.
Thursday's report adds to growing evidence that the labor market is softening. A jobs report released Friday showed a much slower labor market than previously recorded, with lower-than-expected job gains in July and far fewer job gains in May and June, 258,000 less than previously reported for those months.
The somber report rankled President Donald Trump, who took the unprecedented step of firing the top official at the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Erika McEntarfer, hours after the data was released. Trump claimed, without evidence, that jobs data had been manipulated for political purposes.
Volatile trade policy is beginning to weigh on parts of the labor market that are sensitive to higher tariffs. Many retail, construction and manufacturing employers have paused plans for hiring and expansion amid the expectation of the higher import costs.
Meanwhile, hiring in white-collar sectors, which include office jobs, has been stagnant for many months.
Economists say that employers may be holding on to workers rather than laying them off because of the recent experience of fierce competition for scare workers and labor shortages after the pandemic. But if economic conditions continue to deteriorate, employers will begin conducting mass layoffs.
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Economic Policy
Meet the unpredictable housing regulator with Trump's ear 
Bill Pulte's frenetic style has also put him in the crosshairs of Trump's top advisors -- and the industry he regulates.

Bill Pulte, director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, speaks to reporters at the White House on July 24. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Siegel | 2025-08-07
Bill Pulte runs a little-known agency that regulates the mortgage industry and does not sit on President Donald Trump's official Cabinet. But five months into the job, Pulte has made a name for himself as a prominent Trump sidekick.
Pulte, 37, has ramped up political infighting. His agency has played a central role in accusations of mortgage fraud against Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) and New York Attorney General Letitia James (D), two high-profile Trump adversaries. He's become a leading voice for ousting Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome H. Powell, joining the president on a tour of the central bank and handing Trump a draft letter for Powell's firing that -- so far -- remains unsent. He posts to social media constantly, like his boss in the Oval Office.
What he's accomplished in terms of the industry he regulates, though, is less certain. Since he took office in March, Pulte has embraced a Trumpian policy-by-tweet style, often announcing sudden shifts without much heads-up or detail. While he has weighed in on a hodgepodge of issues, experts say they aren't sure where he stands on one of the most pressing: how to handle Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, mortgage behemoths that have been under government control since the Great Recession.
His sudden decisions have repeatedly surprised mortgage bankers, lobbying groups and his own staff, according to interviews with 18 people within the administration and the industry, many of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retribution.
In late June, for example, Pulte said Fannie and Freddie were poised to start counting cryptocurrencies as assets for mortgage loan risk assessments. But there wasn't explanation for how brokers and regulators would account for unpredictable pricing and cybersecurity risks. Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyoming) has since proposed a bill that she says would "codify" Pulte's directive. But lenders are still unsure how it would all work.
In another instance, Pulte announced on X that mortgage lenders could accept either FICO credit scores or a competing model, known as VantageScore 4.0, when originating loans backed by Fannie and Freddie. He also said rent payments could count toward qualifying for a mortgage. Much of that work began under the Biden administration, but it wasn't entirely clear whether lenders would have enough information to make the change.
Jim Parrott, an expert on housing finance issues and co-owner of Parrott Ryan Advisors, said Pulte's style is similar to Trump's. But that doesn't make for an easy fit overseeing such a technical and complicated market.
"Ignoring that complexity with policymaking by tweet at best leads to inaction, at worst to a mess," Parrott said. "It's a bit like fixing a complicated plumbing problem by changing your faucet."
In a statement, Pulte said, "We have made incredible progress, and while change is not always easy, most critics have been 'unnamed sources' or people paid by FICO and other big corporations, who continue their decades-long ripping off of Americans."
Administration officials said that Pulte's use of social media helps get decisions out faster and that waiting until they are completely fleshed out would slow progress. A better approach, they say, is to be quick with decisions and slower with implementation.
Trump appears to be impressed. Last month, the president congratulated Pulte "on the outstanding job he is doing." In a post on Truth Social, he encouraged Pulte not to "LET THE RADICAL LEFT WEAKLINGS STOP YOU!" In a statement, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Trump is committed to making it easier and cheaper to own a home "by eliminating unnecessary red tape, increasing supply, and lowering costs."
"The White House and the entire Trump administration are appreciative of Mr. Pulte's efforts, and everyone is working together to implement the President's policies," Leavitt said.
Pulte's approach to the job was unusual from the start. He gave himself a new, slightly opaque title: director, U.S. Federal Housing FHFA. He drew attention on social media, in one instance posting: "News incoming shortly. Notifications on." Another time he asked if anyone could see his posts, writing, "Are my notifications working -- like this tweet if they are."
Pulte was just days into the job when he overhauled the boards of Fannie and Freddie, fired top staff and made himself the chairman of both companies. He also added Christopher Stanley, a SpaceX engineer who was part of Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service, to Fannie Mae's board. (Stanley resigned after one day.) Pulte also put Omeed Malik, Donald Trump Jr.'s business partner in the venture capital firm 1789, on Fannie's board. Malik and Trump Jr. are also involved with GrabAGun, an online firearms retailer that the Pulte Family Office invested in.
Agency announcements almost all come from Pulte's social media accounts -- where he sometimes simply posts photos of orders -- rather than from the official FHFA site. The agency has posted no fact sheets, testimonies, statements or speeches to its main website during his tenure. Of nine news releases, five have been about routine home price data. The others were about Pulte's swearing in, the firing of more than 100 Fannie Mae employees for "unethical conduct," and allegations that Powell is considering resigning, which the Fed chair has repeatedly denied. On Tuesday, the FHFA announced steps it was taking to boost America's affordable housing supply.
The agency also has ordered staff changes, many lining up with the administration's efforts to root out alleged fraud and cut costs. In March, FHFA employees working on fair lending, consumer protection, affordability and community engagement were put on administrative leave. Economists who conducted research and analysis on mortgage finance, as well as emerging trends in real estate markets, were also put on leave. The same later happened to senior staff responsible for regulatory policy and conservatorship oversight. Multiple employees who spoke to The Washington Post said many of those jobs are being fully eliminated by the end of the summer.
Pulte's larger focus, though, often appears to be getting the Fed chair fired. On social media, podcasts and TV, Pulte routinely slams Powell for not lowering interest rates as inflation has fallen, saying that rates perpetuate a years-long run-up in housing costs. (The 10-year Treasury yield, which the Fed does not set, has more influence on mortgage rates.)
In a July 20 letter to Pulte, Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), the top Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee, noted that Pulte had posted or reposted more than 100 items on X related to Powell since the start of that month. The activity was a distraction from his job, she wrote.
"Americans are facing sky-housing costs that the Administration promised to lower," Warren said in a statement to The Post. "Instead of spending his time trying to gin up a pretext to fire Chair Powell -- or taking credit for work started under the prior Administration -- Mr. Pulte should focus on his actual job to help lower costs and make mortgages more affordable for American families."
Staffers at the FHFA, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, along with industry experts, said they were cautiously optimistic when Trump said in mid-January that he would nominate Pulte. Some knew him from his Twitter philanthropy, which he started in 2019. For years, he would post callouts inviting people to reply if they needed help -- say for groceries or medical care -- and he would send them money through PayPal or Cash App.
Others knew Pulte's family background: His grandfather built his first house in 1950 and quickly grew his company -- Pulte Homes -- into a booming postwar builder. The younger Pulte kept up the entrepreneurial spirit. While attending Northwestern University, Pulte launched a business that shot photos of properties by helicopter and sold prints. He later started an investment firm focused on building and housing products, ran an air conditioning company, and founded the Blight Authority, which cleared dilapidated homes in the Midwest.
"He's always gone against the grain in a good way," Pulte's father, Mark, told The Post. "He's done some remarkable things, particularly for himself, his self-wealth and what have you. He's created a lot of people that envy him."

Officials including Pulte, left, and Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina), second from right in the foreground, listen as President Donald Trump speaks during a visit to the Federal Reserve in D.C. on July 24. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Still, several months into his time at the FHFA, the mortgage industry is waiting for clarity on what will happen with Fannie and Freddie. The firms are deeply embedded in the workings of housing finance in America, and the popular 30-year fixed-rate mortgage wouldn't exist without them. Fannie and Freddie don't make mortgage loans directly but buy and package them into securities, helping to spread the risk of default and bring rates down. Together, the companies guarantee about half of existing home loans.
During the mortgage-market meltdown of 2008, the federal government effectively nationalized the companies to stabilize financial markets and keep mortgage credit flowing. Ever since, Fannie and Freddie have existed in a kind of legal and financial purgatory known as "conservatorship" overseen by the FHFA. The Trump administration has been expected to try to remove Fannie and Freddie from Washington's control, an effort that began during Trump's first term but was never finished.
Little information has dribbled out so far, leaving the industry without a clear sense of direction. In May, Trump wrote on Truth Social that he was "giving very serious consideration" to taking Fannie and Freddie public, and would be talking with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick and Pulte. (Pulte reposted it on X.) Trump also wrote that the government would keep its implicit guarantee.
On Bloomberg Television, Pulte said he didn't "see any scenario where the president isn't in control of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac."
"He will still be in control," Pulte said on Fox News, referring to Trump. "It will still be a very, very prominent company for the government."
In a statement, Pulte said there were no disagreements within the administration on the path ahead and that "we are studying all of the options the President has available to him."
Multiple people close to the administration and the industry said some policy discussions around Fannie and Freddie have begun, but sometimes with different groups of people. Long-term decisions are mainly driven by Bessent and Mark Calabria, the FHFA director during Trump's first term who is now at the Office of Management and Budget, the people said. Jonathan McKernan, Trump's nominee for undersecretary of domestic finance at the Treasury Department, is also expected to be involved if he's confirmed.
Pulte and Lutnick have also been involved in conversations, but those tend to focus more on immediate management of the companies versus their long-term future, people familiar with the matter said. Still, several administration officials close to the process said Pulte would be part of any decisions regarding Fannie and Freddie.
"Bill is a bright, young star who has been doing a very good job for the President as we work hard together for the American people to solve the housing crisis we were left by the prior administration," Bessent said in a statement.
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Economic Policy
Trump raises tariffs on India to 50 percent, citing Russian oil purchases
Import taxes on Indian goods were already set to go to 25 percent on Thursday. The rate would double in three weeks under a White House order.

President Donald Trump appears with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the White House in February. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, Pranshu Verma | 2025-08-06
President Donald Trump said Wednesday he will raise tariffs on imports from India to 50 percent, targeting one of the United States' largest trading partners over its purchases of Russian oil.
Imports from India were set to face a 25 percent duty starting at 12:01 a.m. Thursday, as part of the White House's sweeping attempt to overhaul the international trade order. An additional 25 percent tax will begin in three weeks, according to an executive order Trump issued Wednesday, which accused India of "directly or indirectly importing Russian Federation oil." The order said the tariff was a response to Russia's military invasion of Ukraine.
The president had signaled the move in advance while falsely suggesting that foreign countries pay the cost of tariffs. Importers -- in this case, U.S. businesses and consumers -- are responsible for paying import duties, not exporters.
"India is not only buying massive amounts of Russian Oil, they are then, for much of the Oil purchased, selling it on the Open Market for big profits," he posted on his social media platform Monday. "They don't care how many people in Ukraine are being killed by the Russian War Machine. Because of this, I will be substantially raising the Tariff paid by India to the USA."
U.S. companies have scrambled to avoid the new costs of import taxes. Apple on Wednesday afternoon announced a fresh $100 billion investment in domestic manufacturing in an attempt to divert production of critical components for data centers and consumer electronics away from countries targeted by Trump's trade war. The company had already shifted some production of iPhones destined for U.S. markets from China to India.
Trump appeared to  create tariff carve-outs for Apple and other electronics manufacturers. He said that he planned to impose 100 percent tariffs on chips and semiconductors but that those won't apply to firms that are standing up new domestic production facilities.
"If you're building in the United States of America, there's no charge even though you're building, and you're not producing yet," Trump said in the Oval Office on Wednesday afternoon, flanked by Apple CEO Tim Cook.
Trump has long held that imposing taxes on trade will improve the nation's grim finances and rebalance relationships with nations that he says are taking advantage of the United States. He has also used tariffs in recent weeks to try to accomplish foreign policy objectives, dangling threats of new trade barriers to stop skirmishes between Thailand and Cambodia.
But consumers often ultimately pay for tariffs through higher prices, even if some of the costs are spread throughout the supply chain. And there are many nations with which the U.S. must trade to secure goods that can't be made or grown at home. Some economists worry that Trump's new trade policy could cause the economy to shrink and rupture certain alliances that domestic producers have relied on to manufacture cheap goods.
Randhir Jaiswal, a spokesman for India's Ministry of External Affairs, wrote in a social media post Wednesday that it was "extremely unfortunate that the U.S. should choose to impose additional tariffs on India for actions that several other countries are also taking in their own national interest." He added that India believes "these actions are unfair, unjustified and unreasonable," and that purchases of Russian oil were "based on market factors."
India is the United States' 12th-largest trading partner; the two countries exchanged $78.4 billion in goods from Jan. 1 through June, according to federal data.
India also has an informal economic alliance with Russia as part of the BRICS bloc of nations, a group that also includes Brazil, China and South Africa.
Those nations have brought some of Trump's most difficult negotiations over tariffs. The White House has announced frameworks of trade deals with close to a dozen of the United States' largest commercial partners. But the administration does not have an arrangement with China, instead extending a temporary truce as talks continue. And Trump imposed 50 percent tariffs on Brazil over the country's anti-corruption investigation into former president Jair Bolsonaro, a close ally of Trump's.
Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi appeared in recent weeks to be close to their own agreement, but divisions remain on barriers surrounding U.S. agricultural and dairy exports and India's relationship with Russia.
New Delhi watchers had hoped that Trump's relationship with Modi would clear remaining obstacles to that deal. Trump in his first term hosted a massive "Howdy Modi!" rally for the Indian leader in Houston. Modi in 2020 reciprocated with a "Namaste Trump" rally in Ahmedabad, India.
Under President Joe Biden, the U.S. government was more economically lenient toward India than other nations that maintained ties with Russia after the invasion of Ukraine, and the two nations have worked closely to counter Chinese influence in parts of Asia.
Modi was one of the first foreign leaders to visit Trump, announcing plans for new defense and energy partnerships. In June, Trump accepted an invitation from the prime minister to visit India for the next summit of Quad leaders. The four-nation security group comprises the United States, India, Australia and Japan.
But recently Trump has sought deeper ties with Pakistan, India's top rival, even attempting -- via social media -- to broker a solution between the two countries on the long-disputed Kashmir region.
"The good news is we do have some level of reservoir of goodwill that we've built up, but we are spending that rapidly right now, with the day-to-day antagonism of India, which appears to be focused mainly on getting this trade agreement across the finish line," said Richard Rossow, the chair on India and emerging Asia economics at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Trump's stance on Russian oil puts New Delhi in a predicament. India has been the top buyer of Russian crude oil since 2023, importing 89 million tons last year, according to data compiled by the shipping data tracking company Kpler. Russian crude accounts for 38 percent of India's oil imports, Kpler data showed.
"I don't care what India does with Russia," Trump posted on Truth Social last week. "They can take their dead economies down together, for all I care."
India also receives 36 percent of its military arms imports from Russia, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, though that dipped from 72 percent between 2010 to 2014.
Sushant Singh, a lecturer of South Asian Studies at Yale University, said India's reliance on Moscow for oil and defense systems, such as the S-400 surface-to-air missile system, make New Delhi's calculation difficult.
"It's a very tough situation India is caught in," Singh said.
Trump's tariffs have caused a political headache for Modi. The main opposition, the Indian Congress Party, is painting him in social media posts as a weak prime minister whose efforts to befriend Trump through joint political rallies, bear hugs and Oval Office visits have yielded little.
Singh said it indicates that India's foreign policy under Modi, heavy on personality and events, is not resulting in long-lasting friendships that prove economically beneficial for New Delhi.
"It puts India in an embarrassing position," he said. "But more than for India, it's personally embarrassing for Mr. Modi."
Many of the levies Trump imposed were enacted using emergency economic powers that the White House has claimed without precedent. The traditional process of imposing formal trade barriers can take months or years -- and formal trade deals can take a decade of negotiations, rather than the sparse social media posts that the president has used to herald the new frameworks.
Bogage reported from Valle Crucis, North Carolina, and Verma from New Delhi. Rachel Lerman in Seattle, Cat Zakrzewski in Washington and Supriya Kumar in New Delhi contributed to this report.
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Business
Claire's, once a mall destination for tweens, files for bankruptcy 
The accessories brand, which runs almost 3,000 Claire's and Icing stores globally, has struggled to compete with online rivals as tariffs gnaw at its margins. 

A Claire's in New York in 2018. The mall chain that has pierced the ears of millions of teens filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. (Seth Wenig/AP)


By Jaclyn Peiser, Margot Amouyal | 2025-08-06
Claire's, the mall chain known for its kitschy fashion accessories for teens and tweens, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy Wednesday -- its second in seven years -- as tariffs gnaw at its margins and it continues to lose ground to online rivals.
The chain, based in Hoffman Estates, Illinois, has 2,750 locations in 17 countries, as well as 190 stores operating under its Icing label in North America, according to its website. The company said all of its North American stores will remain open while it "continues to explore all strategic alternatives."
The bankruptcy comes three months after the private company deferred interest payments due in December 2026 on a $480 million loan. Tim Hynes, head of global credit research at Debtwire, said the move probably allowed for the company to pay its employees and pay rent.
Chief executive Chris Cramer said in a public statement that the bankruptcy emerged from "increased competition, consumer spending trends and the ongoing shift away from brick-and-mortar retail, in combination with our current debt obligations and macroeconomic factors, necessitate this course of action for Claire's and its stakeholders."
Claire's estimated the total value of its consolidated assets to be between $1 billion and $10 billion. Its liabilities were estimated at between $1 billion and $10 billion as well.
Claire's, which for decades thrived as a mall destination, has struggled to draw and hold on to its target customer, analysts said. Generation Alpha -- the cohort born between 2010 and 2024 -- is spending less time in the mall and hasn't taken to the store as older generations had. Instead, they're shopping on their phones and are interested in more sophisticated jewelry and accessories.
The company also faces notable headwinds with tariffs. It sources the majority of its products -- including earrings, headbands and key chains -- from China, Cambodia and Indonesia, Ragini Bhalla, the head of brand at Creditsafe, wrote in a media note. The company has also fallen behind on paying its invoices, Creditsafe data shows.
"These patterns once again reveal that the retailer has been struggling to handle its financial obligations and delaying paying more of its outstanding bills," Bhalla said.
The company said that despite the bankruptcy filing, it "intends to uphold its commitments to customers, employees, and partners, including continued payment of employee wages and benefits."
This is the second time Claire's has filed for Chapter 11 protection. In 2018, the company off-loaded $1.9 billion in debt and emerged seven months later with a creditor group -- including Elliott Management and Monarch Alternative Capital -- at the helm and $575 million in new capital.
"In my experience, retailers that go into bankruptcy and then reorganize ... are not successful," said Hynes, pointing to Party City, the Container Store and Joann.
Claire's is the latest mall-based retailer to file for bankruptcy, following Foot Locker and Forever 21 in March. (Dick's Sporting Goods announced in May that it would buy Foot Locker for $2.4 billion.)
"Some mall brands struggle to evolve," said Katie Thomas, who runs Kearney Consumer Institute.
Claire's was founded in 1961 as a chain of wig stores in the southern United States known as Fashion Tress Industries. In 1973, the company merged with Claire's Boutiques, an accessories chain based in Chicago, and eventually rebranded to Claire's.
By the 1990s and 2000s, the stores were synonymous with girlhood, enticing tweens and their moms into the lavender-hued shops for their first ear piercing and an obligatory stop during a mall trip with friends. It was a haven for millennial nostalgia paraphernalia, such as butterfly clips, Von Dutch trucker hats, scrunchies and "Mrs. Kutcher" handbags.
In recent years, the chain tried diversifying outside the mall. In 2018, it partnered with Walmart on in-store Claire's displays and with Macy's in 2022 for shop-in-shop spaces at 21 locations. It also tried to boost its e-commerce business but failed to keep up with the growing popularity of "ultra-low-cost online retailers" such as Shein and Temu, Bhalla wrote.
Meanwhile, Amazon and the TikTok shop are growing market share among Gen Alpha consumers, who are turning to social media rather than malls to figure out what to buy, said Michael Tadesse, who teaches marketing at George Washington University.
Younger consumers are also more responsive to message-based marketing, Tadesse said.
"Beyond selling sparkles, how do you sell confidence? How do you sell kindness and identity around the first earring or shopping trip experience?" Tadesse said, adding that younger consumers want to broadcast and post about their own experiences with brands, rather than hearing about them solely from marketers.
"It's about showing them that they're also represented. I believe this generation is very responsive to kindness and inclusivity and ethical storytelling," he said.
Another difference: They are leaning further toward brands that make them feel grown-up, said Matt Smith, an analyst at GWI.
"They don't want cheap makeup play kits or flimsy tracksuits. They want the high-end stuff," Smith said. "Claire's, with its bright colors, glitter-heavy packaging, and 'cute' aesthetic, may have felt stuck in preteen mode."
The stores can feel cluttered with inventory, said Thomas, of Kearney.
"What we're starting to see from consumers is more of a desire for curation, so less is more," she added.
Neil Saunders, a managing director of retail analytics firm GlobalData, wrote in an analyst note that bankruptcy will allow Claire's to "slim down, shed debt, and shutter weaker stores." Even then, however, "reinventing will be a tall order."
Leo Sands contributed to this report.
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        The case for -- and against -- taking your shoes off in the house
        Rachel Kurzius

        Should you require shoes off in your home if it's not for cultural reasons? Scientists, a podiatrist, a flooring specialist and an etiquette expert weigh in.

      

      
        Ripe tomatoes and brie meld into this luscious, no-cook pasta sauce
        Daniela Galarza

        Brie is the key to a creamy, speedy, summery tomato sauce.

      

      
        Ask Sahaj: For 30 years, I've been 'nice' to my in-laws. I'm tired.
        Sahaj Kaur Kohli

        She kept quiet about her husband being scapegoated by his family for decades. Now that his "thick skin is thinning," does she change course?

      

      
        Overwhelmed by chores? Try 'batching.'
        Jolie Kerr

        This workplace technique for time management can be put to use at home.

      

      
        Asking Eric: Friend's erratic driving causes concern
        R. Eric  Thomas

        Distracted friend's driving is alarming. How does the letter writer avoid getting in the car with her?

      

      
        Miss Manners: You sound fun to be around
        Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin

        Letter writer annoyed about sharing a table at the "special club" while attending a baseball game.

      

      
        Carolyn Hax: Heartbroken dad wants to approach his daughter about her weight
        Carolyn Hax

        Letter writer tried, and failed miserably, to talk to his daughter about her weight -- which he suspects is why she's not dating.

      

      
        Pour one out for Jack McAuliffe, who revolutionized craft beer
        Tim Carman

        His company, New Albion, was the first American microbrewery since Prohibition. It helped inspire the creators of Sierra Nevada, Sam Adams and Dogfish Head.

      

      
        Teen and bestie fight as two-week trip nears. Hax readers give advice.
        Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati

        Daughter is joining her best friend's family for two weeks in Europe - but the teens' relationship might not make it that far.

      

      
        Watermelon coconut ice is a no-cook, no-added-sugar treat
        Ellie Krieger

        Freeze cubed watermelon, then blend it with coconut milk, ginger and lime juice for a refreshing and healthful treat.

      

      
        Cooking chat: How do I make hard-boiled eggs that are easy to peel?
        Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal

        Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

      

      
        I ate all the protein snacks I could stomach in a day. I'd rather be weak.
        Emily Heil

        It's the peak protein era. Here's what a day full of pumped-up popcorn, pasta and water tastes like.
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The Home You Own
The case for -- and against -- taking your shoes off in the house
Should you require shoes off in your home if it's not for cultural reasons? Scientists, a podiatrist, a flooring specialist and an etiquette expert weigh in.

A poll found that roughly two out of three Americans do not wear shoes while inside their homes. (iStock)


By Rachel Kurzius | 2025-08-07
Taking your shoes off before entering a home is a sign of respect in many cultures. In other households, it's just a way to reduce the ick factor of traipsing in whatever germs and grime you've encountered in the world beyond your front door.
Whatever their reasons, roughly 2 out of 3 Americans do indeed remove their shoes when they get home, according to a May 2023 poll from CBS News and YouGov. But if you're in the camp who does it for cleanliness, is it really necessary? Turns out the experts don't all agree.
There is some stomach-turning stuff on the soles of your shoes, to be sure, likely including an array of fecal matter. But the grossness we track into our homes is not necessarily a health hazard for most of us.
"There are quite a few defenses that the human body has because we're exposed to germs literally everywhere," says Philip Tierno Jr., author of "The Secret Life of Germs" and a professor of microbiology and pathology at New York University School of Medicine. "Infection does not occur just because you're exposed to a large number of germs."
He puts the probability of contracting some kind of infection from wearing shoes inside at "very, very low." First of all, the vast majority of what you're bringing in isn't pathogenic, even if it can be icky. As for the organisms that actually can get you sick, they have to enter your body through a very specific set of circumstances (mouth, nose, eyes or broken skin) and beat a slew of bodily protections, including our own set of microbes that Tierno says act as "Roman sentries, if you will, in preventing or competing with germs that may come onto the skin."
Tierno isn't even that concerned about households with young kids who may put their mouths directly onto the floor. "Children need to be exposed to a variety of organisms," he says. "The bulk of organisms we know are not pathogenic, and they go to help our immune response ... You don't want to live in a bubble."
Tierno, unsurprisingly, does not live in a shoes-off household.
Another reason to keep your shoes on has nothing to do with germs. Going barefoot for extended periods can lead to strain on your feet, particularly when walking and standing on hardwood floors. Like many podiatrists, Priya Parthasarathy, a board-certified podiatrist in Silver Spring, Maryland, has seen an increase in patients with foot problems since the pandemic. With more people spending their days barefoot working from home, she says conditions such as plantar fasciitis and an inflammation of the ball of the foot called metatarsalgia have become more common.
"Barefoot walking doesn't just affect your feet," says Parthasarathy. "It can also migrate upward, causing pain in the knees and the hips and the back."
Did we mention the fecal matter? Even if it doesn't ultimately get you sick, the idea of tracking you-know-what -- from who-knows-what -- into your home can be rather unsettling.
Charles Gerba, a professor of virology at the University of Arizona, discovered a grab bag of fecal matter when he conducted a study that entailed swabbing the bottom of 26 shoes. He found E. coli on more than a quarter of them and some kind of fecal bacteria on almost all. That bacteria transferred from the shoes to otherwise uncontaminated floor tiles more than nine out of 10 times, the study subsequently found.
"I used to lay on the floor and watch TV, but I don't do it anymore after we did the shoe study," says Gerba.
While the study was not peer reviewed and was financed by a company that sells machine-washable shoes, it captures an intuitive truth: Our soles pick up the grime we step in all day, and stamp it all over our homes.
And the impact of wearing shoes isn't limited to your floors -- it's also apparent in your home's dust, according to Gabriel Filippelli, executive director of the Indiana University Environmental Resilience Institute. Filippelli focuses much of his research on the indoor environment. He is a lead investigator in an ongoing study that scrutinizes the dust in homes, using vacuum dust people submit for analysis.
Here's a sampling of the contaminants that Filippelli's study found: Lead and other heavy metals that came from soil; microscopic balls of cancer-causing, combustible material determined to be from a car's tailpipe or a fire; and lawn chemicals. Filippelli describes the materials as "potentially dangerous for your health, but also just simply gross," and calls the results his "wake-up call" to stop wearing shoes inside: "I got slippers."
He acknowledges that shoes aren't the only way for these contaminants to hitch a ride indoors. Dogs could track them in, as could strollers. But he says removing shoes is a logical, easy way to reduce the risk. It would be much harder to scrub down your dog's paws every time he came back from a walk, for example. And unlike strollers, which tend to get parked by the door, you'll end up stomping all over the place with your shoes. "The net impact of stuff on your shoes is worse," he says.
It's not just about the health of your body, either. It's also about the durability of your flooring. "Seventy-nine percent of the soil found in carpet is tracked-in soil," says Jack White, director of Canadian operations at Rainbow Restoration, which performs specialty floor cleaning and restoration. That soil builds up in the backing of the carpet and, over a period of time, "works as sandpaper and abrades the yarns of the fibers, so it wears it out faster."
Shoes can also damage hardwood, vinyl, ceramic and other hard surfaces, especially when their wearer has a pebble stuck in the tread that winds up scraping the floors.
Between the fecal matter and potentially carcinogenic dust, the arguments for taking your shoes off are too compelling to ignore. Even Parthasarathy, the podiatrist, does not wear her shoes indoors. Instead, she staves off potential foot problems by donning slippers or house shoes that offer arch support, traction and structure.
She recommends Hoka Recovery Slides, Oofos and Vionic house shoes. One important rule: If you can fold the slipper in half, like a flip-flop, it's not going to give you the support you need. Parthasarathy also suggests anti-fatigue floor mats for areas where you stand a lot, like by your kitchen sink.
But what about your visitors? It's one thing to take your own shoes off. Asking guests to do the same can feel awkward or even rude. In fact, the same CBS News/YouGov poll that found most Americans remove their shoes inside also found that more than three-quarters of us don't require guests to do the same.
Jules Martinez Hirst, etiquette expert and founder of Etiquette Consulting, Inc., recommends giving visitors ample advance notice that your household is shoes-free. As a host, you want your guests to feel comfortable and you don't want to catch them unprepared. If they know ahead of time that they'll have to remove their shoes, they can be sure their socks or feet are ready to bare to the world. To be even more accommodating, Hirst says you can leave a bin of fresh socks or disposable slippers by the door.
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Eat Voraciously
Ripe tomatoes and brie meld into this luscious, no-cook pasta sauce
Brie is the key to a creamy, speedy, summery tomato sauce.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-08-07
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Years ago, to celebrate summer tomatoes, The Post held an annual contest called Top Tomato, where readers were invited to submit their best tomato recipes. (This was before my time here.) This recipe for Pasta With Fresh Tomato, Roasted Garlic and Brie comes from Patrice Kehoe, whose creamy tomato pasta with just the right amount of garlic flavor earned her a spot among the finalists.
While browsing our recipe archives earlier this year, I came across it and left the browser tab open because it caught my eye. It reminded me of a recipe I'd made years ago out of "The Silver Palate Cookbook" by Julee Rosso and Sheila Lukins with Michael McLaughlin.
Get the recipe: Pasta With Fresh Tomato, Roasted Garlic and Brie
If you're not familiar with this cookbook, which was first published the year I was born, all you need to know is that the Silver Palate was a very popular shop specializing in prepared foods -- akin to a traiteur -- in New York City for many years until it closed in 1993. Rosso and Lukins were the brains behind the operation. They each published cookbooks of their own, and others together, but it's "The Silver Palate Cookbook" that's best-known and still in print.
Chicken Marbella is easily the most famous recipe to come out of the book. But in a chapter titled "Summer Pasta," Rosso and Lukins included a recipe for linguine with tomatoes and basil. If you were skimming, you would think that was all there was to it: linguine, tomatoes and basil. And, done well (with enough olive oil, salt and pepper), linguine, tomatoes and basil is a pretty perfect meal.
But no. After the "4 ripe large tomatoes, cut into 1/2-inch cubes" and before the "1 cup cleaned fresh basil leaves, cut into strips," there is "1 pound Brie cheese, rind removed, torn into irregular pieces."
When I saw that, it stopped me in my tracks. Brie? In pasta?

Tearing brie for the sauce. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


"We first had this uncooked pasta sauce when we were guests in a beautiful home on Sardinia," Rosso and Lukins write in the recipe's headnote. "Such a recipe could only be the result of hot, lazy days and abundant ripe tomatoes and basil. The heat of the pasta warms and brings out the flavors of the sauce in a wonderfully subtle way. Delicious and easy."
Kehoe agreed, and spent years making the pasta as written for her family before she made it her own by calling for roasted garlic instead of fresh. She also reduced the pound of brie to just 6 ounces. Her other major alteration? When she's in a hurry, she skips part of the first step of the original recipe, which says to let the uncooked sauce sit at room temperature for two hours. I agree with Kehoe. Although an hour or two of resting time allows the flavors of the sauce to mingle and intensify, it's not necessary.
What is a good idea is to be sure that you use the absolute best summer tomatoes you can find and set the bowl of sauce ingredients near your pot of pasta water, or somewhere warm, to encourage the tomatoes to release their juices and the brie to soften. That way, when the hot pasta hits it, it will swiftly melt and meld into an incomparably luscious sauce that requires no cooking but tastes as if it could have taken all day to make.
Bonus: This recipe serves 6 and takes 30 minutes to cook, making it great dinner party fare. (Of course, you can also scale it down.) Pair it with a salad of chicories or arugula and some fresh bread for an easy feast.
Get the recipe: Pasta With Fresh Tomato, Roasted Garlic and Brie
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: For 30 years, I've been 'nice' to my in-laws. I'm tired.
She kept quiet about her husband being scapegoated by his family for decades. Now that his "thick skin is thinning," does she change course?

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-08-07
Dear Sahaj: I've been married to my husband for 30 years, and it's the third marriage for both of us. I am judgmental about the values and behavior of my in-laws; I have been "being nice" for three decades and am running out of energy to maintain the facade. We are several steps more progressive than my husband's family. He is relatively content with his stabilizing role as scapegoat in the extended family.
He is aware of all this and disappointed, but the few times he has tried to mildly step out of role, one or more of the dynasty has either freaked out or dropped on him like a ton of bricks. His multigenerational "thick skin" is thinning, and now their meanness toward him hurts rather than rolling off the duck's back. I am resentfully resigned yet determined to manage my own feelings and butt out, but I am confused about one area.
As the loyal wife, not the alienated third-wife-in-a-toxic-family-system in which I have cordial but insincere relationships with people who are superficially okay with me, do I lean toward ignoring the million microaggressions toward both of us and just leave the room when it gets too hot? A close mutual friend has experienced the pattern close up and offers two comments. She doubts anybody is fooled by my "being nice," as I have a rubber face. She also thinks husband might have headed off this dynamic if he had put his foot down 40 years ago as the insecure divorced-dad-out, but it's a bit late now. I have confused myself: What is the path of integrity here?
-- Keeping the Peace
KTP: You're confused because you're torn between two competing loyalties -- keeping the peace as a dedicated partner and the part of you that is done "being nice."
Your husband is playing the scapegoat. You are the polite third wife and/or the loyal wife. You didn't ask for these roles, but you've been cast into them anyway. Here's the thing: When you change the role you play in a family, it's common for others to "freak out" or pressure you to go back to the way you were. It's extremely difficult to be the one to challenge how a family operates. It's unlikely your husband will all of a sudden assert boundaries when he's been playing a role of scapegoat for many decades -- especially when he has tried and reverted his behavior.
Part of your resentment stems from the unspoken job you've taken on in protecting your husband from a family that he's semi-resigned to. Allow yourself to acknowledge and name this, so you can start to really explore what it means to be a "loyal wife" without becoming an emotional buffer. Loyalty doesn't have to mean co-signing his silence, absorbing his hurt or shielding him from consequences he's unwilling or unable to confront. Have an open and ongoing conversation with him about the following: What are the terms of engagement you can both agree to when around his family? What are your non-negotiables? In what ways can you both step up to support each other, and in what other ways can you set boundaries around your time with your in-laws?
You don't need to change your in-laws or your husband, but you do need to change the terms of your participation and start acting in ways that feel authentic and self-respecting. If your face is "rubber," then they probably already know you're not fully in it, so why not stop pretending otherwise? If you want to butt out, then butt out. Practice principled nonparticipation, where you can respectfully withdraw your energy, and complicity, from the dysfunctional family system. This might look like leaving the room if things "get too hot," saying "hmmm" instead of nodding and agreeing with a problematic statement, opting out of talking about a certain issue or redirecting the conversation.
You can choose what to carry and what you refuse to perform anymore. And if you are up for it, you may consider more explicit boundaries such as limiting your time with your in-laws altogether, declaring you're not comfortable with something or politely asking them to stop saying [microaggression]. Integrity is not just blowing up at every comment, nor is it continuing to be "nice" and swallowing the discomfort. Figure out the middle ground on which you are comfortable.
Finally, it will be important to create rituals to repair your integrity after hanging out with your in-laws. This can look like sending a voice note to your friend who gets it, writing the letter you'd never send to your mother-in-law, creating a tradition for after these visits with your husband, or just journaling and naming what you didn't say. These will help you stay grounded in who you are and where you feel a sense of real belonging.
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The Home You Own
Overwhelmed by chores? Try 'batching.'
This workplace technique for time management can be put to use at home.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Jose L. Soto/The Washington Post)


By Jolie Kerr | 2025-08-07
When it comes to managing our homes and personal lives, most of us aren't using an Eisenhower Matrix to organize our to-do lists or performing a SWOT analysis to make our mornings run smoothly. But techniques and processes designed for the workplace can be surprisingly effective when applied at home, especially tools designed to improve time management skills.
One such tool, a technique known as batching, can combat overload and help us get stuff done -- whatever that stuff may be. If you find yourself forever multitasking but never really accomplishing anything, batching may be the solution your stressed-out mind needs.
"Batching is a productivity technique where similar tasks are completed in a dedicated block of time, rather than being spread out or tackled randomly," says Nicole Gabai, a professional organizer and the author of "The Art of Organizing." Bundling -- or batching -- similar tasks helps the brain stay focused.
It can reduce cognitive overload and improve productivity, according to Karishma Patel Buford, the chief people officer at Spring Health. "Instead of jumping between different kinds of tasks like answering emails, cleaning or prepping meals, you set aside time to complete each type all at once."
When faced with extreme busyness, it can feel logical to rely on multitasking. But that could be creating more problems than it solves. "Research shows it can actually drain focus and energy," Buford says. "Batching minimizes the mental cost of switching tasks."
Mental exhaustion can lead to mistakes and inefficiencies, says Gary Small, chair of psychiatry at Hackensack University Medical Center. Multitasking can also affect your mood, creating another roadblock to completing tasks. "We know that disorganization affects mental health," Small says. "It can fuel anxiety and frustration, and it can be exhausting and affect our ability to focus."
At their core, decluttering and organizing are about decision-making. When you're faced with a task that is more mentally exhausting than physically taxing, the best way to simplify the process is to reduce the number of decisions you need to make. Batching facilitates this by narrowing your focus. "Instead of trying to organize an entire room or your entire house at once, group similar tasks or items together and tackle them in manageable chunks," Gabai says. "Your brain works more efficiently and with greater confidence when you're making repeated decisions about similar items."
Gabai tells her clients to think in sections that you tackle in discrete organizing sessions. "For example, instead of doing the whole kitchen in one sitting, start with food storage containers. Then go on to the spices section, then the utensils. And that would give you a good, manageable start."
Batching is most suited to organizing and decluttering projects, but it can be applied to cleaning jobs, too. "Rather than cleaning one room at a time, batch by task: Vacuum all floors, then dust all surfaces and then clean all mirrors," Buford says. "With less time lost in transitions, it's easier to keep a satisfying rhythm going."
Buford uses the example of a messy kitchen to illustrate how batching can improve efficiency and leave you feeling less frazzled. "Don't bounce between wiping counters and organizing drawers," she says. "Instead, batch by activity. Clean all surfaces first, then tackle drawer organization next. This allows for a flow state that feels manageable, and for some, even meditative."
It's particularly useful, Gabai says, for tasks that "repeat across all sections in every room." Buford recommends it for "routine or repetitive tasks where consistency matters." Examples include:
	Printing and applying labels
	Dusting and polishing wall decor and framed items
	Wiping out drawers
	Collecting items to donate
	Doing laundry
	Physical organization like cleaning out cabinets, closets or toy boxes
	Digital organizing and decluttering
	Filing paperwork
	Whole-home cleaning by task, such as vacuuming or dusting

Switching from cleaning room by room to batching may look like this: Instead of cleaning the living room on Tuesday, the bedrooms on Wednesday and so on, you might dust the entire home on Tuesday, strip all the beds on Wednesday, vacuum on Thursday, and clean and disinfect hard surfaces on Friday.
Batching is extremely useful for large -- and often overwhelming -- organizing projects, such as cleaning out the garage, attic or basement or tackling an overflowing closet. "Organizing involves setting aside time to coordinate and arrange chores," Small says. "When you do decide to get organized, don't overwhelm yourself. Rather than attempting to declutter your entire home on a Saturday afternoon, pick one closet or drawer to get started, but prioritize where you begin." For example, Small says, "sorting out winter clothing stored in the attic would be less of a priority during spring cleaning than making sure your home's entry closet is not overflowing with winter coats and ski gear."
Doing this also helps to establish priorities and create a road map, essentially leaving you with a project plan. "You avoid being overwhelmed and avoid getting discouraged," Gabai says. "If your project is 'organize my house,' that's pretty intimidating." Batching forces you to narrow your focus, making it easier to successfully complete tasks. "Your brain gets into a rhythm, and you can make faster, more confident decisions," Gabai says.
Jolie Kerr is a cleaning expert and the author of the best-selling book "My Boyfriend Barfed in My Handbag ... and Other Things You Can't Ask Martha."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/home/2025/08/07/batching-home-organization/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Asking Eric: Friend's erratic driving causes concern
Distracted friend's driving is alarming. How does the letter writer avoid getting in the car with her?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-08-07
Dear Eric: My friend and I are in our mid-70s. We participate in several activities together -- a book club, a continuing education class, et cetera. We often carpool together. I have begun to be very alarmed about my friend's driving habits. She brakes unexpectedly, veers across the center line and seems quite distracted. I'm more and more reluctant to get in a car that she is driving, as I actually think I might be in danger.
How do I handle this situation? Her husband of more than 50 years is probably unaware of her driving habits, since I believe that he always drives when they are in the car together. I've been coming up with excuses to drive separately, but I would happily take her as my passenger, if she didn't insist on returning the favor.
-- Nervous
Nervous: It's crucial for your safety, her safety and the safety of everyone else with whom she shares the road that you speak with her directly about this before you next get in the car together. Even if you choose not to ride with her again, you should still have the conversation. It can be kind and nonjudgmental, but it's important for you to point out the dangerous driving habits you're noticing. You're not reprimanding her, even if she takes it as such. You're expressing concern.
It can be hard for any adult to receive critique about their driving. They don't make car horns sound pleasant for a reason. Honestly, I really wish that all adults had to retake their driving test every 10 years or so. (And, please, I don't need feedback on the feasibility of my plan. I'm not running for public office on this platform. Quite simply: our cars need tune-ups and so do we. It's reasonable to think that some of the lessons we learned at 16 might slip our minds as adulthood goes on.)
You might be the first person in your friend's life to ask her to think critically about her driving skills. Expressing your concern gives her the opportunity to be more present, to seek improvement or to drive less or not at all, if that's what's deemed appropriate. In the meantime, by having this conversation, you also open the door to give her rides without reciprocation.
Dear Eric: I invited my sisters to visit because a family member in my town is coordinating a family artistic project. Coincidentally, I had a fall last week and have limited mobility due to my injuries. I offered them my car to use, since I am laid up for several weeks.
One sister booked a flight to come spend eight days with me. The family project is one day.
First of all, I would have appreciated her checking with me first, before buying her tickets. It's what I have always done when visiting her. I enjoy my time alone and am managing fine, using a wheelchair to get around the house.
She plans to do a bunch of cooking, to set me up before she leaves. Although that's a nice offer, I really don't want her doing all that. I don't eat that much, and her food tastes and mine aren't all that similar.
I said her trip sounds a bit too long. She asked if she should cancel her trip. I replied she didn't need to do that, but I said that a relative that stayed with me immediately after my injury was very helpful but got on my nerves after four days and I helped make arrangements for them to return home.
She said she can take a genealogy trip about an hour away to research family history one day. I am not thrilled with the idea of her taking my new car on a day-long road trip.
How do I tell her I cannot bear to have a houseguest for that long, without hurting her feelings? I have always told family members they are welcome to visit, but anything more than three or four days is too long. She and I have a history of friction. I love my sisters, but really love my time alone, too.
-- Fish and Houseguests
Houseguests: Your sister already offered you the out when she asked if you wanted her to cancel the trip. So, it's fine to circle back and take it, or a version of it. Although you have a history of friction, from your letter it seems that your sister is trying to find compromises and alternatives that keep everyone happy. So, tell her what you need: ask her to reduce her trip to three or four days. This way, she can see you, do the family genealogy trip and help in whatever ways you actually need, and you can get the peace and quiet you desire.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: You sound fun to be around
Letter writer annoyed about sharing a table at the "special club" while attending a baseball game.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-08-07
Dear Miss Manners: When my husband and I went to a professional baseball game, part of our ticket package gave us access to a special club at the stadium that features a large buffet.
We got to the club shortly after it opened, about an hour before the game started, and a large number of people were already there. There weren't many places left to sit, but we were able to find a tall table with four chairs.
After we'd finished eating, but were still enjoying our beverages and chatting, another couple came up and asked if we were saving the two other chairs for anyone. We responded that we were not, and they decided to join us.
I was a little annoyed, since we'd made sure that we were at the club in plenty of time to get the table. But, as seats were at a premium, I didn't think there was much I could do.
My husband and I continued with our drinks, and occasionally got up to grab a snack. (I should note that our seats in the stadium were directly in the sun, so staying in the shaded club area overlooking the game seemed like a more comfortable option than going to our seats.)
As the other couple was finishing up their meal, and I was hoping they'd be on their way, they greeted some of their friends and said, "Please, come join us."
I was furious. Not only had the couple overstayed their welcome at our table, but now they were asking all of their friends to join them.
As four other chairs were pulled up, I looked at the woman and stated sarcastically, "No, please, by all means. Take my chair. I was just using it."
Luckily my husband and I were able to find another table (and we removed all extraneous chairs), but it took a while. How would Miss Manners have handled the situation?
You would likely agree were Miss Manners to say that the club's policy is first come, first served. But in a world with more people than tables, she does not agree that arriving early absolves you of any obligation to consider others.
She mentions this because she cannot help noticing that the second couple's behavior seems to have changed: When they politely asked to join your table, you took offense. You do not mention if this showed in your behavior, but it seems likely, as the couple then neglected to consult you when their friends arrived -- after which you actively insulted them.
To answer your question: Miss Manners might have been disappointed that space was limited, but she would have behaved politely and shared the table -- or, to put it in terms relevant to the occasion, been a good sport about it.
Dear Miss Manners: I have an elderly friend who is a widow. I truly love her, but she texts me too much: often four texts in a row, day after day. How can I tell her in a nice way to stop?
By setting an example: Answer at your own pace.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Heartbroken dad wants to approach his daughter about her weight
Letter writer tried, and failed miserably, to talk to his daughter about her weight -- which he suspects is why she's not dating.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-08-07
Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared March 6, 2011.
Hello, Ms. Hax: My 20-something daughter is overweight. Doesn't eat right or exercise. Will NOT discuss. But, if we go shopping together, her physical self-loathing is so evident, a person could drown in it.
What, if anything, can a parent do or say? There have never been boyfriends of any ilk, ever. Believe me when I say intelligence, personality, charm -- all there. It's only weight between her and dating.
I would keep my lips zipped, if it weren't for these "windows into the soul" that shopping with her gives me, and for my parental gut instinct that she would love to receive that offer of a first date.
I've tried a few approaches to the subject and failed miserably. I'd happily give my life to see her happy, and I curse my own gender for the stereotypical shallowness of that age.
-- Someone's dad
Someone's dad: It isn't just young people who can get blinded by weight. You seem awfully sure about cause and effect here, that her poor choices = extra weight = datelessness.
But I don't share your certainty. Although it's entirely possible your daughter's unhappiness is all about poor habits, it's not the only possibility. It could also be that your daughter's weight is a symptom of her self-loathing, where you've assumed it's the reverse.
It could be, too, that an underlying medical condition = extra weight = failed efforts to lose weight = giving up = self-loathing.
It's also, sadly, not unusual for a history of sexual abuse or assault or other trauma to lead to disordered eating and "physical self-loathing."
And these are just a few cause-effect examples.
Self-loathing can deter suitors, too -- kind ones, with no "stereotypical shallowness" to blame. And such negativity can be a sign that someone needs to get well, not wooed.
I realize that's what you want, for your daughter to feel good about herself. But the only fix you envision is weight loss, and that reduces your unspoken message to "Fat people need to be fixed" -- which turns your well-meaning concern into something offensive. It would explain why your daughter shuts down whenever and however you address her weight.
Without knowing for sure why she's overweight, where her self-loathing originates or whether she even wants to date, you don't have grounds to judge what she needs -- and within each of these variables, there's room for your daughter to have a serious problem unrelated to treadmill use. To see what it is, you'll need to be able to see past the weight issue, and see her for who she is.
So start by apologizing for dwelling on her food choices or whatever points you've specifically raised in your past few "approaches to the subject." Say that you saw how shopping upset her and jumped to all kinds of conclusions, when what you should have done was tell her that she's beautiful and you see her pain; does she want to talk about the source?
There's no guarantee she will open up to you. Your best chance that she will, though, is to accept her, and love her, exactly as she is.
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Obituaries
Pour one out for Jack McAuliffe, who revolutionized craft beer
His company, New Albion, was the first American microbrewery since Prohibition. It helped inspire the creators of Sierra Nevada, Sam Adams and Dogfish Head.

(Courtesy of McAuliffe Family)


By Tim Carman | 2025-08-06

Jack McAuliffe in the mid-1970s. He used his experience as a home brewer to start the New Albion Brewing Co., the first American microbrewery since Prohibition. (Courtesy of McAuliffe Family)


Encouraged by the daughter who, for years, he didn't know he had, Jack McAuliffe made a trip to Denver in 2011 for the Great American Beer Festival, one of the largest gatherings of craft breweries in the world. As Mr. McAuliffe wandered from table to table, sampling stouts and ales, his only child asked what he thought of this sprawling display of American brewing ingenuity, which he had helped set in motion decades earlier.
"Obama owes me a lot of money," Mr. McAuliffe deadpanned.
Prickly as the answer was, Mr. McAuliffe had a point: His tiny, short-lived New Albion Brewing Co., founded in 1976 in Sonoma, California, influenced a U.S. beer industry that had ballooned from 103 breweries in the mid-1970s to more than 2,200 by 2011, the vast majority of them microbreweries and brewpubs that were generating millions of dollars in revenue for owners and federal tax collectors alike. The number of breweries has only skyrocketed since then: As of last year, there are more than 9,900 in operation, according to the Brewers Association trade group.
Though it lasted only six years, New Albion had a significant impact on beer culture and the people who followed in Mr. McAuliffe's footsteps, helping to point the way to more inventive pours beyond industrial-scale lagers. Widely regarded as the first American microbrewery since Prohibition, New Albion influenced the founders of Sierra Nevada, Samuel Adams and Dogfish Head, among other standard-bearers of the craft beer scene.
Mr. McAuliffe, who died July 15 at age 80, was the Moses of the movement -- a pioneer who, as The Washington Post once put it, led "others to a promised land that he never got to enter himself." His death in Siloam Springs, Arkansas, was confirmed by his daughter, Renee DeLuca, who said Mr. McAuliffe had been in declining health, in part because of a long-ago car accident.

A selection of New Albion beers were featured in an exhibit at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History. (Richard W. Strauss/National Museum of American History/Smithsonian Institution)


By the time he started New Albion, another craft brewery was up and running nearby in San Francisco: Anchor Brewing, which was founded in 1896 and had been purchased and revitalized by washing-machine heir Fritz Maytag. While Maytag took over an existing business, Mr. McAuliffe created New Albion from scratch, with major contributions from his business partners Suzy Denison and Jane Zimmerman, a pair of working mothers who were involved in all facets of beer production, bucking the stereotypes of a male-dominated industry.
Mr. McAuliffe became one of the first brewers to rely on cascade hops, a newly developed variety with floral, citrus and pine-like flavors that would become a signature of New Albion, and later a common ingredient in the craft beer world. More broadly, he "was the first really to show that you could go from home brewer to commercial brewer," Ken Grossman, the co-founder of Sierra Nevada, said in a phone interview. "He showed it was something that you can achieve on a really small budget with just being creative and resourceful."

The letter FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover sent to Mr. McAuliffe's parents, congratulating them on his birth: "I want to wish for John a future filled with an abundance of all good things." (Courtesy of McAuliffe Family)


The oldest of five siblings, John Robert McAuliffe was born in Caracas, Venezuela, on May 11, 1945. His father worked for the FBI -- as a translator, his family said -- and was apparently so well-regarded that J. Edgar Hoover, the agency's longtime director, sent a letter congratulating the family on Mr. McAuliffe's birth.
After stints in Honduras and Colombia, the family settled in Fairfax County in Northern Virginia. Mr. McAuliffe's father became the director of the language center at American University; his mother worked as a teacher.
By his own acknowledgment, Mr. McAuliffe was an indifferent student, bored by his studies until his parents enrolled him at West Nottingham Academy, a boarding school in Colora, Maryland. He had a natural affinity for construction, building a makeshift ladder that allowed him to climb on the roof. As a teenager, he worked for a local welder.
Mr. McAuliffe studied at Michigan Technological University before leaving to join the Navy. He trained as an electronics technician and was shipped off to Dunoon, Scotland, where he repaired submarine antennas and spent his free time exploring the area on a Triumph motorcycle, with frequent stops at pubs and breweries. The beer was so good, so different from the watery American lagers that Mr. McAuliffe was used to, that he began to have something of an existential crisis.
"I was thinking to myself, 'Well, what in the world am I gonna do when I get back to the United States and they don't have beer like this?'" he said in an oral history with Theresa McCulla, who chronicled the history of craft brewing as a curator at the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American History.
Mr. McAuliffe found an answer while reading "The Big Book of Brewing" by Dave Line, a British home-brew pioneer who inspired him to start making his own beers. The book set Mr. McAuliffe on the path to founding New Albion when he returned to the United States.

Artist Sal Guardino came up with New Albion's seafaring label. (Courtesy of McAuliffe Family)


In starting the brewery, Mr. McAuliffe got crucial help from two new friends, Denison and Zimmerman, who each provided $1,500 in seed money. The company's name was an homage to British explorer Sir Francis Drake, who landed on the West Coast in 1579 and christened the area New Albion. Its label featured a drawing of Drake's galleon, the Golden Hind, all part of a plan to grant the brewery instant gravitas by aligning it with local history.
In the 1970s, brewing equipment was designed either for home enthusiasts or large commercial brewers. Mr. McAuliffe made do by using cast-off dairy and soft-drink equipment to cobble together the tools of his craft, including a barrel washer he jury-rigged using the decking of a former battleship. He based his operation out of a barnlike structure in the middle of Sonoma, in a region better known for wine.
Work at the brewery could be grueling -- and with little reward, Denison said in an interview. She and Zimmerman routinely clocked 12-hour days for basically no money, which was one reason Zimmerman left New Albion less than a year after it opened.
"She said, 'You know, I'm tired of doing all this work, unpaid, for somebody's dream of having a little brewery,'" Denison recalled.

Mr. McAuliffe used cast-off dairy and soft-drink equipment to cobble together the tools of his trade. His barrel washer was jury-rigged using the decking of a former battleship. (Courtesy of McAuliffe family)


Still, New Albion drew considerable media attention, including coverage in The Post and Food & Wine magazine. A complimentary New York Times story from 1979 noted that New Albion's beer, selling for up to $1.05 a bottle -- less than $5 in today's money -- "may well be the most expensive domestic beer sold."
The singer-songwriter James Taylor stopped by the brewery once, much to the delight of Denison, the only employee on-site at the time. Grossman, before he launched Sierra Nevada, paid at least two visits to New Albion, where he learned an important lesson while reviewing the brewery's tiny production capacity.
"After looking at Jack's operation, we realized you can't survive off a barrel and a half of beer" a day, Grossman said. "You can't eat off that, let alone cover your costs." When Sierra Nevada launched in 1980, its production capacity was seven times the size of New Albion's.
Mr. McAuliffe closed the brewery in 1982, after unsuccessfully trying to secure investors to expand the company and make it profitable. He sold his brewing equipment to the Mendocino Brewing Co. in California, where he briefly worked before leaving the beer industry altogether, and got a job at the automation company EandM. Later he attempted to launch a business fabricating scrap pipe into deck fasteners.
In 2012, the Boston Beer Co. paid tribute to Mr. McAuliffe with the release of a New Albion pale ale. One of the company's co-founders, Jim Koch, had acquired the rights to the New Albion name, and worked with Mr. McAuliffe to put out the beer using New Albion's original recipe. He then donated the New Albion trademark, along with proceeds from the run -- some $350,000, according to McCulla's oral history -- to Mr. McAuliffe, who used some of the money to build a small cabin in Arkansas.
Mr. McAuliffe gave the rights to New Albion's name to his daughter, DeLuca, who was born out of a teenage relationship he had with one of his high school classmates, Linda Pellini. Mr. McAuliffe did not know he had a daughter until the two reconnected late in life. In 2013, she formed the Brewer's Daughter to partner with third-party breweries to reproduce New Albion beers.
In addition to his daughter, survivors include two sisters, a brother, two grandchildren and a great-granddaughter.
A few years ago, DeLuca partnered with BrewDog, a brewery based in Scotland, to produce a limited run of New Albion pale ales at BrewDog's outpost in Columbus, Ohio. The company had known about Mr. McAuliffe's ties to Scotland, where his passion for beer took root.
"That," DeLuca said, "was a full-circle moment."
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Advice
Teen and bestie fight as two-week trip nears. Hax readers give advice.
Daughter is joining her best friend's family for two weeks in Europe - but the teens' relationship might not make it that far.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post) 


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-08-06
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My 15-year-old daughter is supposed to go on vacation with her best friend and her family to France for two weeks. Great plan except bestie now has a boyfriend and has been canceling each and every plan with my daughter for the past couple of months. Daughter has been feeling terribly neglected and cries over this weekly.
I am worried she will have a miserable time on vacation with bestie constantly checking in on her boyfriend and ignoring my daughter. Bestie's parents don't see a problem and deny bestie has been mean/immature. My daughter still wants to go and hopes she will win bestie back. Should I intervene and prohibit her from going? Or let her go and learn a lesson? I am taking my other daughter to Italy, and we could easily bring daughter along.
-- Vacation Woes
Vacation Woes: If you said yes to this trip before, then I don't think suddenly saying no to try to protect your daughter is a good thing. It takes agency away from your daughter, and she might blame you for taking away her opportunity to "win bestie back." 
Have a frank conversation with your daughter about what is happening with bestie and try to give her a realistic preview of what the trip will be like, complete with bestie ignoring your daughter in favor of calling/texting the boyfriend. Is your daughter still willing to go on the trip with bestie if that ends up being the result? If she says yes, then let her go. At least she won't be going in blind. If she says she doesn't want to go, or if she's on the fence, offer her the Italy trip as an alternative. But let her choose after giving her your best insight into what the trip might look like.
-- Choice
Vacation Woes: To be blunt, but I hope not unkind, I think you need to remove yourself from your daughter's friendship. That you've talked about this with bestie's parents reveals just how ensnared you are in this relationship. These bumps in friendships should be sorted by the kids themselves (with obvious caveats for safety, etc.).
Accusing a 15-year-old of immaturity is just, well, of course she's immature. They're all immature and learning how to be humans who coexist with other humans.
-- Butt Out
Vacation Woes: While there are times to hold teens accountable to their choices, spending several thousand dollars for a kid to go to Europe when there is trepidation -- for an understandable reason -- might not be one of them. Since you are in the unusual position of being able to offer an equally appealing alternative, ask your other daughter you are taking to Italy how she would feel about including her sister, and let her response guide you. If she is amenable, make the offer to your other daughter with the caveat that she will need to tell bestie and family why her plans have changed. Offer to have her talk through her reasons with you and even to be present as silent support for that conversation.
It's a messy situation, so neither choice will be easy, but it could produce a win-win. In both cases, your daughter will come away with valuable reflections about trusting her instincts vs. following through with imperfect obligations, and the pros and cons of sticking with a friend vs. carving out the space to get through a rough patch. And your daughters will learn the power of being there for each other during a rough patch, too.
-- Options
Vacation Woes: Unless your daughter wants to cancel, you shouldn't jump in and do it for her. If your daughter wants to go, then this is a great opportunity for her to discuss her concerns and expectations about the trip with her friend beforehand. If her friend really won't even have that discussion with her, then jump in to discuss canceling the trip with daughter. And invite her to Italy.
-- Convo
Vacation Woes: The teen years are so painful because the lessons the teens are learning for the first time are really close to the bone. Maturity doesn't come easily, but you can use this chance to empower her when she sees herself as a victim. Have a talk with your daughter that focuses entirely on her. Act as if you have confidence that she can find a solution.
If she's not sure whether she wants to go, you can do a pros and cons list, giving equal positives to opting out. If she wants to go but is afraid, say, "Supposing Jane ignores you and you start to feel bad. Let's put our heads together and think of things you can do on the trip to make yourself feel better."
You may not know this, but just your having confidence that she can work this out will do your daughter even more good than whatever she decides.
-- Confidence
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous, unless you choose to identify yourself, and are edited for length and clarity.
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Nourish
Watermelon coconut ice is a no-cook, no-added-sugar treat
Freeze cubed watermelon, then blend it with coconut milk, ginger and lime juice for a refreshing and healthful treat.

Watermelon Coconut Ice. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


By Ellie Krieger | 2025-08-06
I enjoy ice cream as much as the next person, but it's not my first choice for a cooling treat on a scorching summer day because it's so rich and dense.
For that kind of refreshment, I go for colder, thirst-quenching fruity ices. I'd definitely stand in line for well-crafted Hawaiian shaved ice, Italian granita or a Mexican paleta, but most of the time I whip up my own frozen fruit treats. They're easy to throw together; it's fun to play around with flavor combinations; and you can make them healthier by using inherently sweet fruit, without any need for added sugar.
Get the recipe: Watermelon Coconut Ice
This version offers maximum relief from the heat with one of the most hydrating fruits, watermelon -- it's about 90 percent water, so its name doesn't lie -- which, in addition to sweetness, supplies a good amount of vitamins A and C, as well as the antioxidant lycopene and the amino acid L-citrulline.
You start by cutting watermelon into cubes and freezing it. Meanwhile, you also chill a can of unsweetened full-fat coconut milk in the fridge. When ready to serve, scoop out the thick layer of coconut cream at the top of the can and reserve it, then blend the fruit with some of the coconut water that remains in the can and a zesty combination of fresh ginger and lime juice. Whirred into scoopable, blush-colored ices, the fruit transforms into a lively sweet treat.
A dollop of reserved coconut cream adds a luscious finishing touch, resulting in a healthful dessert that's exhilarating, gently sweet and powerfully refreshing.
Get the recipe: Watermelon Coconut Ice
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Food
Cooking chat: How do I make hard-boiled eggs that are easy to peel?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Steaming eggs for hard-cooking. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-08-06
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
I ate all the protein snacks I could stomach in a day. I'd rather be weak.
It's the peak protein era. Here's what a day full of pumped-up popcorn, pasta and water tastes like.

(Peggy Cormary; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Emily Heil | 2025-08-07
There is no escaping the sense that we are living in the era of peak protein, a moment in time in which reverence for the macronutrient borders on religion.
Protein proselytizers have been around for years, of course. There were weightlifters and their murky shakes spiked with GNC powder, then the carb-shunning South Beach-ers of the early aughts.
But these days, it's not just the protein-maxing, macro-counting gym bros espousing their lust for the stuff. At some point, protein became the shibboleth for the suddenly trendy menopausal and perimenopausal set, along with power-walking in weighted vests. The MAGA movement, which touts beef tallow and red meat, is on board. Wellness influencers laud it for building strength and curbing appetites, while often overlooking the fact most of these products marketed as health foods qualify as the kind of ultra-processed fare we're told to avoid.
Acolytes are not just content to house chicken breasts and hard-boiled eggs and beef jerky. Everything, it seems, is getting protein-ified -- even toothpaste, in case you want gums that are swole, not swollen. Never mind that most Americans are already eating the recommended amount of protein.
How much is enough? The federal recommended dietary allowance is 0.8 grams daily per kilogram of body weight, which is about 54 grams of protein for a person weighing 150 pounds. But that is the minimum. For active people, experts recommend between 1 to 1.2 grams per kilogram and even up to double the daily minimum. For athletes, some researchers recommend more.
No matter, food companies eager to capitalize on the collective hunger for protein are packing it into just about everything.
You could, I noted to an editor, spend a day eating nothing but protein-boosted food, which is how I would end up with an assignment to do just that. (Perhaps this will teach me to keep such observations to myself.) With my mission set, I first went shopping, and found it easy to fill up a cart. The day was heavy on snacks since many of the popular products are designed for on-the-go eating.
In my account below, I've noted the protein contained in one serving of each item I tried, although I did not finish a full serving of each. I wanted to survive the full day, after all. Here's how my day of eating like a fruit-fearing amino acid freak went down:
Wheaties Protein (29 g protein per serving: 21 g from the cereal; 8 g from 3/4 cup whole milk): I started off like a champion -- with a bowl of Wheaties. The company has always associated itself with athletes, so its new protein-packed flavors seem quite on-brand. I tried the honey pecan variety, whose sweetener gave the traditional flakes a strange texture, rendering them sticky and not crunchy. The cloying fake vanilla flavor wasn't doing them any favors either, although I appreciated that at least some of the cereal's protein came not just from soy protein isolate but from pecans and sunflower seeds.
Running tally: 29 grams
Legendary Foods Strawberry Protein Pastry (20 g protein per serving): If you're more of a Pop-Tart person, there's a jacked-up breakfast for you -- this sure looks like dupe for the nostalgic treat, with its confetti-flecked icing topping. A protein blend of calcium caseinate, micellar casein (both derived from dairy) and whey protein isolates were the first ingredients on a list that included a litany of unappealing lab-wizardry, from sugar substitutes erythritol and sucralose to Yellows No. 1 and 5. This Mock Tart tasted as fake as one might suspect, even after a warmup in the microwave that the wrapper promised would give me a "next level experience." Honestly, I'd rather eat the grocery bag.
Running tally: 49 grams
Ready Protein Water (20 g of protein per serving): Of course there is such a thing as protein water, a product that caused me to ask a question I never expected to mull: Can water feel slimy? The answer, it turns out, is yes! This drink was viscous and flavored with cherry, giving it both the mouthfeel and taste of cough syrup. Alas, it lingered long after I had managed to gulp it down, leaving behind a tooth-coating stevia sweetness.
Running tally: 69 grams
Khloud Protein Popcorn (7 g of protein per serving): My midmorning snack was the most high-profile of the lineup. The brand fronted by reality royalty Khloe Kardashian, promises "Good stuff zero fluff," and after my last science experiment of a snack, the simple, easily pronounceable ingredients (popcorn, milk protein isolate, cane sugar, olive oil, coconut milk and mineral salt) were welcome. I would have preferred the white cheddar flavor, but my local market only had the sweet and salty kettle corn style in stock, so that's what I went with. The kernels had a nice sweet-salt balance and no off flavors, but they felt a little stale, and the powdery dust covering them was chalky. Still, unlike nearly all of the other bites I tried on this fateful day, I actually went back for a second handful.
Running tally: 76 grams
Barilla's Protein+ pasta (10 g of protein per serving) and Chad & Barney's Sturdy Sauce (20 g of protein per serving): For lunch, a bowl of pasta awaited -- but not anything your nonna would recognize. The penne got some heft from pea protein and chickpea flour, and the marinara was bulked up with something called "hydrolyzed bovine collagen." The pasta itself was passable, if a tad gummy. But the bitter, astringent sauce tasted like licking a can of sour tomatoes. I was halfway through the day and already ready to quit -- protein is supposed to help you get stronger, but my will to finish this project was suddenly feeling quite feeble.
Running tally: 106 grams
Redefine Foods' oatmeal protein pie (15 g of protein per serving): Later in the afternoon, I sampled a trio of peanut-powered products. First up was a sandwich of soft chocolate disks and a filling made with what I assumed was Skippy brand peanut butter. But when I examined the packaging, I noticed that nowhere was the phrase "peanut butter" actually used, and that underneath the large font used to tout the "chocolate" was the smaller modifier "flavored." As it turned out, there wasn't much of the promised flavoring, and I'm not sure I would have known the pie was chocolate if I didn't have the visual cue and the packaging to tell me. The filling itself was fine at first bite, but I quickly got that suspiciously cloying note -- and another glance at the wrapper revealed the culprit: stevia, my nemesis of the day.
Running tally: 121 grams
One Reese's Peanut Butter Lovers Flavored Protein Bar (18 g of protein per serving): Another giant of the peanut butter space, Reese's, is half of the collab with protein-bar maker One. I sighed when I spotted yet more low-calorie sweeteners -- this bar includes maltitol, a sugar alcohol; and isomalto-oligosaccharides, which are derived from starch -- that gives this bar the feeling of a Franken-candy. It was chewy, gritty and brought to mind stale taffy.
Running tally: 139 grams
Lenny & Larry's Complete Cookie (8 g of protein per serving): This soft-baked cookie with peanut butter and chocolate chip earned the dubious distinction of being my least-loathed of the three, with a chewy texture and more natural flavor. But if you're in the game for protein, this cookie might be a bit misleading: The packaging says it contains 16 grams, but an examination of the nutritional label clarifies that the single cookie comprises two servings, meaning each serving contains only 8 grams of protein.
Running tally: 147 grams
Quest protein chips (19 g of protein per serving): A combo of crispy snacks awaited me later. I was excited (well, as jazzed as I could be after the day's onslaught) by the Quest tortilla-style chips in the ranch flavor, which some fans have hyped on social media as a substitute for Cool Ranch Doritos, my guilty pleasure of a road-trip snack. They were, alas, a pale shadow of that classic chip, with a one-note tang and a texture I found oddly ... sandy? And really, people -- more stevia?
Running tally: 166 grams
Lenny & Larry's Fitzels (7 g of protein per serving): This snack, a play on "pretzels" and ... "fitness," probably, offered more potential for misunderstanding. The packaging notes that there are 20 grams of protein per bag, but again, you have to read the fine print to glean that there are three servings in the small pouch. The "cinnamon bun" flavor had a nice bakery-like scent, but they didn't have the same snap as real pretzels (perhaps due to the addition of pea protein). Still, I felt like I was ending the day on a relatively high note, because I didn't want to actually throw this snack across the room.
Final tally: 173 grams
My day of protein-packed eating was, mercifully, over. I finished the marathon feeling a bit wiser (if more than a little nauseous): It seems that the world of protein-enhanced products is laden with so many highly processed ingredients. Shoppers should scour those ingredient labels carefully. And maybe not everything needs to be "health" food?
I planned to skip dinner, probably. Or maybe just nibble on (gasp!) a carrot.
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      Entertainment

      The latest news on entertainments and arts from The Washington Post. Breaking news and in-depth coverage of movies, music, tv, art, theater and video games.


      
        The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
        Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly

        The second week of August brings the heat with romance-themed bookstore events, alcohol competitions, and the long-awaited Jollof Festival.

      

      
        'MindsEye' is more than the worst game of the year
        Gene Park

        "MindsEye," the debut from a former Grand Theft Auto producer, is the latest disasterpiece in an expanded graveyard of failed, trend-chasing projects.

      

      
        'Weapons' is a fright-night delight from a promising director
        Ty Burr

        Our critic says to see this one in a theater, if you can.

      

      
        There's a Godzilla movie you probably haven't seen. Fix that.
        Lucas Trevor

        "Shin Godzilla" is back in theaters with a 4k restoration that hopes to leave a bigger footprint in the United States than it did in 2016.

      

      
        Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
        Washington Post staff

        Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

      

      
        Terry Reid did so much more than not join Led Zeppelin
        Geoff Edgers

        The British singer's story began with electric blues and Americana, with forgotten albums and famous friends. Years later, he told me the rest.

      

      
        Robert Wilson has left the stage - and taken the avant-garde with him
        Michael Andor Brodeur

        The renowned director of dozens of challenging experimental operas and theatrical productions died at 83.

      

      
        The Japanese pop artists and rule breakers whose work blurred boundaries
        Mark Jenkins

        Influenced by pop art and advertising, a group of 20th-century Japanese artists on view at the National Museum of Asian Art crossed mediums in experimental prints.

      

      
        It's time for solo shows to move beyond the trauma plot
        Naveen Kumar

        Three one-person performances -- "Dead Inside," "Can I Be Frank?" and "Josh Sharp's Ta-da!" -- prove that the genre packs more punch when it's more than just personal.
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Going Out Guide
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The second week of August brings the heat with romance-themed bookstore events, alcohol competitions, and the long-awaited Jollof Festival.

(Moriah Ratner/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-08-07
It's surely not Valentine's Day (or anytime close) but love is still in the air and fresh in the pages of romance books that can be found at tons of bookstores around the city for Bookstore Romance Day. Some bookstores, like Friends to Lovers, will host two book signings this weekend with six authors, while others host romance-themed brunch. But if you've been counting down the days from a breakup and just can't with love, several African countries, including Nigeria, Liberia and Ghana, will be battling for the title of Best Jollof Rice at Union Market with tickets available for samples from all three. Caribbean culture is being celebrated in many corners of D.C., starting at the Caribbean Cultural Festival at Freedom Plaza, followed by reggae and Jamaican-cuisine at a dance party hosted at Cafe Saint-Ex. Whatever you choose, you're bound to bump into a handcrafted cocktail, good food and tons of DJ spins.
Movies on the Pitch at Audi Field
International soccer stars aren't the only ones lucky enough to set foot on the pitch at Audi Field this summer: The Capitol Riverfront Business Improvement District is once again turning the Southwest Washington stadium into an outdoor movie theater for four weeks, beginning with "Inside Out 2." (Future films include "Moana" on Aug. 13, "Cool Runnings" on Aug. 21, and "Shrek" on Aug. 28.) Fans can bring a blanket and sit right on the turf while watching family-friendly films under the stars on the stadium's Jumbotron, with concessions available for purchase. Gate C opens at 6:30 p.m., one hour before the film begins. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Carter Barron Amphitheater 75th Anniversary
For decades, the Carter Barron Amphitheater in Rock Creek Park hosted free outdoor summer events, like the Shakespeare Theatre Company's "Free for All" plays and The Washington Post's "Weekend's Weekends" concert series. Then, in 2017, a study found that the stage was unsafe and needed to be rebuilt, and the shaded amphitheater has been silent ever since. But to mark the venue's 75th birthday, the National Park Service and the Rock Creek Conservancy are hosting a community celebration with music from DJ Lance Reynolds, lawn games and activities for all ages. Those with memories or photographs from performances at Carter Barron are invited to bring them to share. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Fundraiser for Movember at Lost Generation
It's about that time for Joey Fest, an annual event that supports mental health, in memory of  Joey Towers. This year's fundraiser is for Movember -- a charity dedicated to men's health and wellness, with an annual mustache-growing event that falls during the month of November. Lost Generation will host live music from Marilyn Hucek and Kara Levchenko, singers based in D.C., as well as  food from Silver & Sons BBQ and drinks from the host. The event is topped off with a raffle featuring all locally sourced items and prizes. Above all, mental health resources, for men and women, will be accessible. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Art For A Cause at the Nepenthe Gallery
The Nepenthe Gallery will host a fundraiser reception for We Will Survive Cancer and the International Polo Team through a gallery walk and auction of South African and polo art. We Will Survive Cancer is a nonprofit based in Virginia dedicated to helping cancer survivors and their families. Art and artists from a variety of genres will be on display, with pieces that best represent South African and polo history hand-selected. Wine and cheese will be offered to visitors as they walk through the gallery. 6 to 9 p.m. Free, donations encouraged.
Yes Queen! Comedy Show at Pikio Taco
If you missed the last Yes Queen! -- do not fret, it's back! A summer lineup of women and nonbinary comics are up for all things comedy, with the headline feature of rising musical duo Griefcat. The venue of Pikio Taco, a Mexican-cuisine restaurant with nods to the Puebla culture, will not go to waste. A full dinner menu will be available to guests, along with a drink menu. All donations and proceeds will support Abortion Access Front's campaign. The show starts at 8 p.m. -- so be sure not to miss the burlesque performance of the night. 6 to 10 p.m. $33.85. 
The Connector's Table at Metrobar
Looking for PR, marketing, media and communications professionals? Plot twist -- you can find them at Metrobar over a fireside chat at the Connector's Table. This space invites all creatives to do what D.C. does best: network. So pull up a seat, grab a drink sponsored by Arthur Wheeler Spirits, and engage in the kind of conversations that are scheduled to come again in October at PRocon 2025 -- an interactive workshop conference in Minnesota. Leave all worries at home -- the fireside chat will be hosted and led by PRocon founder Keisha Brewer and content creator Katryce Pedro, also known as "The Funny Momma." All questions, vibes and strategies are welcomed. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Rodeo Night at Ugly Mug
D.C., bring out your best cowboy boots and hats, Ugly Mug is transforming into a rodeo for the night. But make sure you come as the best-dressed, as a contest for the hottest outfit is promised. The air will be filled with not only stomps from the line dancing led by Lydia but also buzzing from an in-house tattoo station. After all the dancing, stop by the Taco Bar and grab some fuel before the next song begins. Don't worry, if you come in feeling shy and can't fathom the thought of hitting the dance floor, specialty drinks and a full tequila tasting is available to all visitors. Round up your crew, partner and besties for a night of howdys, yeehaws and boot clicks. 7 to 10 p.m. 
Gastronome Night at Ron David Cafe in Union Market
Calling all foodies to the Ron David Cafe for a night well spent with award-winning chef D'Angelo Mobley from the DMV. A dinner party experience, better known as a Gastronome Night at the Cafe, is right at your fingertips and is made possible through the collaboration between Food Fighting and the Food Network. Friday's event will fuse modern dining with nightlife and innovation, something progressive and unique with new dishes brought around for tasting every 40 minutes. So if you're a food lover and are looking to branch out and try a variety of tastes, join the party. The ticket allows for open bar and food. 8 to 11 p.m. $60.01.
Historians on Tap at Dynasty Brewing
Celebrate the 200th anniversary of General Marquis de Lafayette's historic visit to Leesburg, starting with beer at Dynasty's. Two centuries ago, Lafayette stopped in the city as part of his U.S. grand farewell tour. To celebrate the visit from the 'Nation's Guest," you can join three traveling historians, Travis Shaw, Joe Rizzo and AnneMarie Chirieleison, to listen and tell stories about Lafayette over drinks. The event is for adults over 21. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., starts at 7 p.m. Free.
Cocktail Pop-Up with OKPB at La Betty
Every Friday and Saturday, La Betty heats up with vinyl sets spun by DJs from around the country. This weekend is special as the wine spot is set to transform into cocktail galore. On Friday, OKPB -- a speakeasy home to the Boulevardier craft cocktail -- will host a cocktail pop-up and bring its own bartenders to the venue. At least for this weekend, you can find iconic martinis, mixed drinks and more than wine at Mount Vernon Triangle. 8 p.m. Free.
Otakon at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center
The halls of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center fill with manga and anime characters during Otakon, D.C's annual festival devoted to Asian pop culture. The three-day event includes workshops on dance steps and making flower fabrics, video screenings, and dozens of panel discussions, with topics like the history of McDonald's in Japan and the culture around baseball in East Asia. There's a gaming hall with pinball machines and arcade cabinets, a car show, and meet-and-greets with the voice actors, animators and illustrators behind popular manga and cartoons. Fans dress up for the occasion, competing in costume contests, meeting up for cosplay photo shoots, and donning their best outfits for special events like the Maid Cafe and the Saturday night Masquerade. Friday, 8 a.m. to 2 a.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 a.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Three-day admission: $95 in advance and $105 at the door for adults; $50 for ages 9-12; Free for children ages 8 and younger.
Alexandria Sidewalk Sale on King Street
To lure shoppers away from the pool and the beach and toward the sweltering city pavement, dozens of boutiques in Old Town Alexandria offer steep discounts at the annual end-of-summer Alexandria Sidewalk Sale. Stores set out their wares on King Street and beyond, including bookstores, jewelers, consignment and vintage shops, children's stores and museum gift shops. While the sale is officially on Saturday, some shops extend their deals for the entire weekend. Get previews of specific items and prices on the Old Town Boutique Community Instagram page. Friday through Saturday; hours vary by retailer. Free.
Jollof Festival at Union Market
The title of Jollof Rice Champion is on the line during D.C.'s Jollof Festival, where ticket holders can vote for the best version of this famed West African dish after trying samples from  countries including Nigeria, Liberia and Ghana. The Jollof Festival is traveling to 13 cities and stops at Union Market's Dock 5 for a day centered on West African culture including dance performances, art and hands-on activities for kids. Vendors sell even more jollof rice and other West African dishes such as stews and grilled meat, as well as clothing, crafts and art. 3 to 8 p.m. $20-$76.60; Children younger than 10 free. Some tickets do not include jollof samples.
Broccoli City Block Party at The Bullpen
The Washington dates of Chris Brown's Breezy Bowl tour have been postponed until October, but homegrown music festival Broccoli City, which was collaborating with Brown for events during his visit, is going ahead with a block party. Organizers are taking over the Bullpen with a day party packed with music, food trucks and vendors, and featured DJ sets from DJ Flow, King Flexxa, the Bearded Drummer, DJ Bo and DJ K-Meta. 2 to 10 p.m. $44.99.
Record Pool Mixes at Capital Turnaround
Music lovers (of all kinds of genres and ages) are invited to Capital Turnaround to enjoy a night of tunes with world-class DJs from the DMV. Record Pool Mixes is known to play only DMV artists, and they plan to stay true to this mission on Saturday night. Alongside the local music, food will be served, as well as DMV-themed trivia games and raffles. 12 to 4 p.m. $33.85.
Big Bloom Festival at Good Hope Neighborhood Recreation Center
Strathmore is taking its show on the road to host a free neighborhood music festival in Silver Spring. The performing arts center is partnering with the Good Hope Neighborhood Recreation Center to host the second annual Big Bloom Festival. The lineup of live entertainment includes a tribute to Tina Turner from IO, an alum of Strathmore's Artist in Residence program, and the Experience Band & Show, a group that plays "ja-fungo" -- a mash-up of jazz, funk and go-go. Kids can enjoy a moon bounce and other family-friendly activities, with food trucks in attendance so you can stick around for dinner. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Caribbean Cultural Concert at the Freedom Plaza
Costumed dancers, steel pan bands, a parade and DJs bring the spirit of Carnival to Freedom Plaza during D.C.'s third annual Caribbean Cultural Concert. Headliners include local reggae legends the Image Band, the costumed Eastcoast Limers mas band and the Pan Masters Steelband; dance performances by groups like Soka Tribe; a parade of costumes; and a Kiddies Carnival for younger attendees. 2 to 9 p.m. Free.
Bookstore Romance Day
The last week has seen National Oyster Day, National IPA Day and National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day. Saturday brings ... Bookstore Romance Day, a celebration of romance and romantasy novels and their fans. Alexandria's Friends to Lovers, the first dedicated romance bookstore in the D.C. area, is celebrating the whole weekend, with six authors doing book signings on Saturday and Sunday, as well as pop-up vendors (friendstoloversbookstore.com). East City, near Eastern Market, hosts Romance Brunch Hour on Saturday morning at 11:30 a.m., with pastries, drinks and activities. Reservations are requested (eastcitybookshop.com). A "Build Your Perfect Romance" game is among the attractions at Little District Books, an LGBTQ shop on Barracks Row, alongside free refreshments and discounts (littledistrictbooks.com). Arlington's One More Page features hands-on activities and giveaways (onemorepagebooks.com). Times and hours vary per bookstore. Free.
90's/oo's Dancehall, Reggae and Soca at Cafe Saint-Ex
Cafe Saint-Ex is hosting two sets of a "Big People Party" packed with '90s and 2000s dancehall, reggae and soca hits. A variety of guest DJs are ready to spin the night away while the kitchen is open late to serve Jamaican food favorites such as jerk chicken wings, beef and chicken patties and cocoa bread. 10 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. $0-$23.18.
The 2025 OLA Film Festival at Miracle Theatre
The Omicron Lambda Alpha Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, is hosting an international film festival where the best amateur films will be showcased. The featured films include many genres, many with drama themes. BAR RO'D, a mobile bartending service, will provide wine and cocktails. The kind of snacks you can typically count on to accompany a movie, such as popcorn and candy, will also be available. Ticket proceeds will go to the OLA chapter, whose mission is to provide community outreach, food and clothing assistance, and scholarships for high school students in D.C. 7 to 9 p.m. $20.00.
Make-A-Matcha Latte Candle with London Wick Co. at Shop Made in DC
As mentioned by The Post's Mariana Trujillo Valdes, matcha is taking over, so much that it's shifting over to the candle business. During a workshop with London Wick Co., you and some friends can sign up to make your own matcha latte candle. First, you'll work to cut and shape clear wax into the shape of ice cubes. Then, mix your wax with matcha-colored candle dye to then pour into a cup-shaped candle. After a hands-on event, you'll leave with a gift reminiscent of the popular drink floating around in everyone's hands. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $59.10.
N17Vintage's Summer Market at Bar 618
It's no doubt that weekends are for thrifting, shopping and ... new clothes. N17Vintage is making all of the above possible with a lineup of vendors at Bar 618 for a summer market. Luxe Decor, Belle Assa, Sacred Valley, and Twin Rolled Ice Cream are just a few of the storefronts on display. A happy hour will be served from 3 to 5 p.m. Vendors will also be raffling off items all day with sounds from ChaseonAux. 1 to 7 p.m. Free.
The Beer Olympics at Franklin Hall
You've probably watched the Olympics before, but have you ever watched a Beer Olympics ... or even participated in one? Franklin Hall is hosting its first annual Beer Olympics for a day loaded with beer, beer, and well, beer. Tons of beer-themed challenges, including beer pong, flip cup, a sack race and quarters and cornhole, will take place in a friendly competition to determine the Beer Olympics winner. Prizes include items from Samuel Adams, Sun Cruiser and Dogfish Head for all top-three ranking teams. Teams can be four to eight players -- just make sure to choose the ones whom you side-eye on the weekends for ordering drafts all night long. Costumes are encouraged. 12 to 4 p.m. $86.79 per team.
Sapphic Singles Mixer and Dance Party at As You Are Bar
Singles, come "As You Are" to a mixer and dancer downtown. Glow bracelets indicating what type of relationship, situationship or none of the above will be handed out at the door with corresponding colors. If you're single, you get pink; single and poly or in a poly relationship gets orange; and if you're taken and just there for the vibes, you get purple. At the Sapphic Singles Mixer, Sapphic has no binary rules, and all are welcomed. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Yoga + Sound Experience at National Building Museum
Last month, the National Building Museum was open to all those interested in parkour. Now, they're opening up on Sunday for yoga lovers (of all levels) far and wide. Bring your favorite mat, workout clothes and a mind ready to be freed by crystal bowls, chimes, rain sticks and drums. Liat Pisco, a sound practitioner and owner of the studio Yoga in Del Ray in Alexandria, will lead the sensory sound experience. What makes the museum unique is its hard-to-miss architecture, which on Sunday, will turn into a Corinthian-columned yoga studio. 9 to 10 a.m. $35.88.
Sundresses & Whiskey: 10-Year Anniversary at Dirty Habit
Sundresses ... and whiskey? Dirty Habit thinks it's a match, and it may just be. On the patio of the bar, enjoy cocktails and, of course, whiskey surrounded by sundresses. The bar is celebrating 10 years in the city and has thanked its guests for "years of wearing the best sundresses." So, raise a glass to the tradition for the anniversary with sips of whiskey under the sun. Guests ages 35 and up are encouraged to attend. 3 to 8 p.m. Free.
Bartender's Guild Annual Rickey Competition at Jack Rose Dining Saloon
Jack Rose Dining Saloon, a bar with one of the largest whiskey collections in the Western Hemisphere, is hosting an annual D.C. Rickey Cocktail Competition. A rickey is D.C.'s official cocktail -- made with bourbon, and now gin -- that was coined in the 1880s by a bartender named George A. Williamson after a regular order from D.C. lobbyist Col. Joe Rickey, as reported by The Post. If you can stand the rye (or bourbon), pop out to celebrate the drink with unlimited rickeys and hors'doeuvres. 1 to 4 p.m. $55.
Panda & Sons x Allegory's Guest Night Shift at Allegory
Panda & Sons, a vintage speakeasy in Edinburgh, also home to the winner of "The Most Influential Bartender in the World," Iain McPherson, also known as the "cocktail panda," is clocking in for a guest shift at Allegory. An exclusive menu will be on tap and will showcase why exactly Panda & Sons is known beyond its Edinburgh limits. All cocktails will include spirits from the London company, Diageo, who doubles as a supporter of the collaboration. In the hours before the night shift (from 1 to 3 p.m.), Iain will host a master class, showing guests how to create the cocktails that won him his title, with modern mixology at the Eaton Hotel. 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. Free.
D.C. Murder Mystery at Fever
Turns out you don't have to go to school to become a detective -- instead, you can spend a day testing out the waters as you try to crack the code of a mysterious murder case set up by Questo, an outdoor exploration games and tours company. Bring your friends out to the city, and using just your phones and whatever spider-senses you have on deck, catch the killer and solve the mystery. Starting at Fever, progress through the streets, and the clues will begin to unfold working to get you closer to becoming the lead detective of the day. Even the landmarks play a part in the chaos, unlocking more hints and helping to tell pieces of the story. 4 to 11 p.m. $20.00. 
Ukefest Finale at Strathmore
Strathmore's weekend long Ukefest with this BYOU concert -- as in, bring your own ukulele. The free show, part of the Maryland music center's Live from the Lawn outdoor concert series, begins with some audience participation via a strum-along session. Then the ukulele festival's teaching artists take over, with performances from Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer, Aaron Keim, Jim Beloff, Steve Espaniola and Jeff Peterson that will have you humming and hula-ing with the pros. 7 p.m. for the strum-along and 7:30 p.m. for the concert. Free/pay what you can, RSVP online encouraged.
AfroTon! at SOST
AfroTon is an annual event that mixes African and Latin dance into a match made in heaven, and it's returning and better than ever. Kiana, a dance instructor specializing in bachata from Virginia, and Kevwe, an Afrobeat instructor in the DMV, are headliners ready to teach, dance and learn. Instruction for kinetbet, an Ethiopian dance; bachata for beginners; Afro roots, a mix of salsa, champeta, and more; intro to Afrobeat movement from Nigeria; and a big dance party are all a part of the extensive dance agenda for the night. Beginners and seasoned dancers are welcome, and with as many classes listed, there has to be a dance for you. 6 to 11:30 p.m. Free before 9 p.m.; $23.18 for general admission.
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Video Games
'MindsEye' is more than the worst game of the year
"MindsEye," the debut from a former Grand Theft Auto producer, is the latest disasterpiece in an expanded graveyard of failed, trend-chasing projects.

"MindsEye," directed by ousted Grand Theft Auto producer Leslie Benzies, is littered with visual glitches like characters in the midst of building themselves during camera cuts. (IO Interactive)


By Gene Park | 2025-08-07
"MindsEye" is more than an embarrassment of the video games medium; it is actively hostile toward the audience's desire for entertainment. It shames you for playing it, but the onus of guilt belongs to all involved with it. It deserves every bit of its scornful reputation as not just the worst game of 2025, but among the worst games in history.
Released in June, "MindsEye" is the debut game by Build a Rocket Boy, a studio founded by Leslie Benzies, the former Rockstar executive who helped produce the landmark Grand Theft Auto series and who was unceremoniously ousted from the company. Embarrassing exit notwithstanding, it's no surprise that someone with Benzies's curriculum vitae was able to secure funding from investors and good faith from IO Interactive for the Danish video game firm's first published game. Whatever his contributions were to one of the most profitable entertainment brands in history, the rank awfulness of his directorial debut calls into question his entire work history.
Benzies clearly has ownership over the project, and made himself the face of its marketing. There's a 54-second YouTube video on the "MindsEye" channel titled "Quality Assurance with Leslie Benzies." Spend one hour with this game and you'll start to wonder whether those 54 seconds were the entire quality assurance process. Prominent and frequent visual glitches, including melted faces of characters reconstructing during camera cuts, fuel this nightmarish video game that is barely holding together.
"MindsEye" was originally meant as a branch of a larger concept called "Everywhere," envisioned as a platform like "Roblox" or "Fortnite" for user-generated games, but with hyperreal visuals and gritty environments instead of cartoony aesthetics. In this case, "MindsEye" is the terrible consequence of trend-chasing, unimaginative video game executives who wrongly believe the formula for success means "'Fortnite,' but with a twist." It's the latest disasterpiece in an expanded graveyard of failed projects, like last year's ill-fated launch of Sony PlayStation's "Concord," an attempt at "live service" online gaming that so few bought and played, the company made the unprecedented move of recalling it off the shelves after only two weeks in retail.
"Everywhere" may yet launch, but in Benzies's scramble to produce anything in the years since his exit as Grand Theft Auto producer, "MindsEye" was cobbled together using its tools -- which are the same ones as those used by "Fortnite" creator Epic Games. So what's even the point? Why not just use "Fortnite?" "MindsEye" provides no answers. But it's important to highlight its failure as a cautionary tale of unchecked executive ego and imprudent, shortsighted investment. The studio is now promising patches to fix the game for the handful still playing it, an unhealthy habit in the digital media era of releasing terrible products for hype only to apologize later. More than "Concord," this game deserves no shelf life. Even that tragic game displayed competence lacking in "MindsEye."

The action of "MindsEye" barely exists with characters that do not function as credible human beings. (IO Interactive)


Our hero, Jacob Diaz, a military veteran who lost his memories during service thanks to the MindsEye implant installed in his brain, is performed by Alex Hernandez. His performance is fine enough for its weak script, and he is one of the few involved in this project whose integrity is not in question thanks to his taking the rare step of criticizing his employer for releasing such a broken project. Diaz moves to the fictional Las Vegas-like city Redrock to work for the Elon Musk-like billionaire whose company created Neural... I mean, MindsEye.
The game looks similar to a Grand Theft Auto game, complete with open-world city environments, gunplay and fast cars. But it's simply a nonstop narrative across 30 missions that barely understands the fundamentals of video game design. The game's antagonism of the player is Kafkaesque. I don't mean this in a thematic sense; rather it feels like enduring the psychological torments placed on Josef K., the protagonist of Franz Kafka's 1925 book "The Trial."
In "MindsEye," if you walk too slow, you fail. If you drive too fast, you fail. If you walk a few feet away from the goal, game over. And the most egregious example: Mission success can also mean failure. The game offers little to no information on what constitutes a goal, and it can barely mark the difference between player success or failure. Everything you do is wrong in a game where everything it does is wrong.
Sometimes the game will fail you for failing to make time during a mission with no timer. When a timer exists and counts down to zero, the game will start counting in negative time. It's as if the game is going out of its way to communicate to you just how much of your short life it has wasted.

The driving in "MindsEye" is its one saving grace, despite poor mission design that does not communicate goals clearly and sometimes provides useless information, like the clock on the upper-left corner that counts backward into negative time. (IO Interactive)


You're assigned to bring a truck to a building, and when this boring task is fulfilled, you're greeted with a failure screen. It is a truly maddening and defective experience not seen even in history's first video games, built in the 1970s. Playing "MindsEye" is like driving a sports car in 2025 that handles worse than a Flintmobile.
A game as primitive as the first "Super Mario Bros." in 1985 understood the principles of thoughtful placement of enemies and items. Place a mushroom enemy here to encourage the player to jump over it, or place a turtle there to discourage moving too fast through a level. "MindsEye" offers no evidence that its developers understand this fundamental design principle, haphazardly placing soldiers and evil robots all over its admittedly nice-looking reconstruction of Las Vegas. These enemies have broken intelligence, barely acknowledging the player's existence as they run around shooting guns all over creation like headless chickens.

"MindsEye" is filled with visual bugs. (IO Interactive)



Almost every scene in "MindsEye" barely holds together as characters rebuild in front of your eyes. (IO Interactive)


Besides the well-designed city, I can praise the game's driving controls. While the physics of the cars are floaty, handling turns and weaving through traffic at high speeds both work well. Of course, the game destroys any potential of fun by limiting your car options to your sports car that breaks apart like a wet napkin and your employer's tiny, goofy security cars. There's a terrible stealth sequence that, of course, creates instant failure states due to nonexistent stealth mechanics. Boring fetch-and-kill missions begin and end with driving back and forth across the city as the game plays no music, only jabbering from the cast.
At 15 hours, "MindsEye" is the longest short game I've ever played. You are rewarded with the worst cliff-hanger ending in games -- even ChatGPT would have served this story better -- and a mystifying free-roam mode in which you explore the vacant city as a new character in a tiny white car that resembles a child's Little Tikes Cozy Coupe. You are not able to switch characters, change his clothes or car, or do anything. You find there is no other interaction in the city. Enemies barely acknowledge your existence.
So why should anyone acknowledge the existence of "MindsEye"? Far from its asking price of $60, it's not even worth being paid to play it. From its developers to its investors and publisher down to the poor gamers suckered into buying it, "MindsEye" is a grand theft of everyone's time and money.
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Movies
'Weapons' is a fright-night delight from a promising director
Our critic says to see this one in a theater, if you can.

Austin Abrams as James in "Weapons." (Photo Courtesy Warner Bros. Pictures)


By Ty Burr | 2025-08-07
Even greater than the pleasure that accompanies the emergence of a new talent is the pleasure of seeing that talent confirmed. With "Weapons," an almost absurdly enjoyable nerve-shredding night at the movies, the writer-director Zach Cregger vaults into the esteemed company of modern horror maestros like Ari Aster ("Hereditary," "Midsommar"), Robert Eggers ("The Lighthouse," "Nosferatu") and Jordan Peele ("Get Out," "Nope").
Where those directors can have ambitions and/or pretensions toward art, Cregger simply (and not so simply) prefers to toy with audiences in ways that keep them off guard while letting them play along. Hitchcock did the same, and none better, but Cregger is an apt pupil. So where the director's 2022 breakthrough "Barbarian" appeared to be telling one story before taking a hard left turn into something far darker and weirder, "Weapons" slowly and fiendishly turns up the heat under its narrative suspense, lulling moviegoers into complacency until they realize they are well and truly cooked.
The movie opens with a skin-prickling hush: 17 children have mysteriously vanished from the (fictional) town of Maybrook, all running out their doors and disappearing into the dark at 2:17 a.m., and Cregger scores their flight through the nighttime streets to George Harrison's "Beware of Darkness" -- a spectral melding of music and image. Because the children came from one third-grade classroom at the local school, the good people of Maybrook turn as a mob on the class teacher, Justine Gandy (Julia Garner), certain that she must have had something to do with the disappearances. She didn't and doesn't, but she's an interestingly imperfect heroine all the same, with weaknesses for vodka and a married policeman lover, Paul (Alden Ehrenreich), that paint her as a high-strung impulsive. But you'd be on edge, too, if you were getting anonymous death threats and someone had painted "WITCH" on your car in big red letters.
That last is a clue, although possibly pointing in the wrong direction. "Weapons" unfolds in chapters, each told from the vantage of a different character: First Justine, then an anguished and angry parent named Archer (Josh Brolin), then Paul the cop, then a local sad-sack drug addict (Austin Abrams), all the way down to little Alex Lilly (Cary Christopher), the only one of Miss Gandy's students who didn't disappear. Each chapter reveals more of the story; each introduces a smidge more freakishness and grue and sheer what-the-hell.
Beyond that, I can't say more, since "Weapons" is nothing if not predicated on surprise. Cregger has a knack for images that linger on a moviegoer's retina, though: the children diving into the dark with arms outstretched like tiny airplanes; the school's principal (Benedict Wong) coming out of nowhere with a face full of blood and his arms outstretched; a front door opening onto a darkness within; a mother and father seated immobilized at a kitchen table.

Julia Garner as Justine and Josh Brolin as Archer in "Weapons." (Quantrell Colbert/Quantrell Colbert/Warner Bros. Pictures)



Cary Christopher plays Alex, the only one of Miss Gandy's students who didn't disappear. (Photo Courtesy Warner Bros. Pictures)


At a certain point, as Justine and Archer join forces to piece together bits of the puzzle, "Weapons" introduces its wild card, and it is a marvelously wild one indeed. Among its many dark felicities, the movie serves as a reintroduction to an under-recognized (and almost unrecognizable) actress, Amy Madigan, who may be best known for playing Kevin Costner's supportive wife in "Field of Dreams" (1989) and who here plays a nightmare from our collective unconscious. Madigan gives a startling and unforgettable performance that's the closest "Weapons" comes to outright comedy while still remaining profoundly unsettling. But funny. And scary.
For that reason, "Weapons" is a movie that begs to be seen in a theater, where a moviegoer can ride the communal waves of horrified delight. Cregger understands how close screaming is to laughter, and he pitches his movie into the uncanny valley between, where the two fuse into the heightened state reserved for the best roller-coaster rides and scariest ghost stories. He modulates the pace with skill, drawing out suspense, using offscreen sound in novel ways, utilizing the camera frame for maximum heebie-jeebies and building to sequences that can reduce an audience to primal howls. (You may never look at a potato peeler the same way again.) The preview audience with whom I saw "Weapons" was happily wrung dry by the end, and I have to imagine the movie would play very differently in the relative quiet of home media room.
Cregger is two for two as a writer-director now, and it's disappointing to hear that his next project will be a sequel to a reboot of the "Resident Evil" zombie-horror series. This kind of confident originality with character and story structure and audience manipulation should be encouraged, not stuffed into the straitjacket of intellectual property. That said, I'm withholding a half-star from my critic's rating for "Weapons" in part because of a few plot holes that might have been closed with some forethought -- the investigating detectives are required to be extra-clueless in this movie -- but more because I'm expecting even greater things from Zach Cregger in the future. So should you.
R. At area theaters. Strong bloody violence and grisly images, language throughout, some sexual content and drug use. 128 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/08/07/weapons-horror-zach-cregger-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movies
There's a Godzilla movie you probably haven't seen. Fix that.
"Shin Godzilla" is back in theaters with a 4k restoration that hopes to leave a bigger footprint in the United States than it did in 2016.

A scene from "Shin Godzilla" from 2016. (Copyright TOHO CO., LTD./Courtesy of GKIDS/TOHO)


By Lucas Trevor | 2025-08-07
What's a summer without a Godzilla movie? Luckily, this isn't the year to find out because the giant, city-stomping reptile is back in "Shin Godzilla" -- a welcome rerelease of a film that you may have missed on its first run almost a decade ago. This time, serious and not-so-serious monster-movie fans alike should seek out the 4K restoration, with screenings beginning in Washington-area theaters Aug. 14.
Originally released in 2016, "Shin Godzilla" is co-directed by Shinji Higuchi and Hideaki Anno, the latter the visionary auteur behind 1995's "Neon Genesis Evangelion." Together with cinematographer Kosuke Yamada, they work to totally reinvent the cinematic language of the famous kaiju. The result is a story that closely resembles that of Godzillas of yore but with a visual language, style and rhythm that is dynamic and wholly original.
Set in 2016 Japan, the film begins with a mysterious atomic lizard crawling out of the ocean. Yes, this has been done before -- as recently as 2023's "Godzilla Minus One" -- but never with this style and rarely this well. Godzilla's opening rampage, which runs for about 20 minutes, is the film's high-water mark in terms of visual effects and set piece construction.
In the aftermath of this destruction, the Japanese government scrambles to understand what is happening and protect its citizens. The government -- and, it's revealed later, all governments -- has absolutely no idea what it's doing. How do officials orchestrate the immediate evacuation of entire cities? Schedule a board meeting. How do they organize an effort to study the creature? More board meetings. Should they drop a nuclear weapon on this beast that gained its powers from nuclear debris? Maybe. But first let's have a few more board meetings to debate it.
"Shin Godzilla" is a political thriller about the gears of bureaucracy. They are difficult to move, but once their intense inertia is in motion, they are unbelievably powerful. Sounds like a certain kaiju. This is what makes "Shin Godzilla" so special. For the entirety of Godzilla's life, even through qualitative ebbs and flows, he has been a political character. With "Shin Godzilla," this creature feature series evolves to capture the present moment perfectly.

A scene from "Shin Godzilla." (Copyright TOHO CO., LTD./Courtesy of GKIDS/TOHO)


Higuchi, Anno and Yamada shoot the majority of this movie like a mixture of "Veep," late-period Steven Soderbergh and the first "Cloverfield" flick. Handheld camerawork, extreme framing and POV shots combine to create a sense of true terror rarely achieved in the world of disaster movies. The framing also centers the smallness of human beings in relation to structures and the eponymous beast, pressing the issue of just how powerless we would be up against a walking nuclear reactor.
The film's editing style also adds to the chaotic experience. From the opening shot, things unfold mostly at a breakneck pace that conveys the difficulty of trying to maintain order during a crisis. When the film slows, it's noticeable, forcing the viewer to focus on the story and thematic beats being highlighted. In a gripping scene just before the start of the third act, the film's ostensible lead, Hiroki Hasegawa, reflects on American hegemonic power after World War II: "Postwar extends forever."
As the plot continues to play out, the pressure and anxiety build on the faces of the movie's expansive cast. One standout performance comes from Mikako Ichikawa as a government official thrust into this high-pressure situation. Her dead-eyed intensity reveals the physical and emotional burden of taking down the monster. When a solution finally presents itself (in the world of Godzilla, it's usually driven by brain, not brawn), the relief is as cathartic as any action sequence.

The film closely resembles that of Godzillas of yore but with a visual language, style and rhythm that is dynamic and wholly original. (Copyright TOHO CO., LTD./Courtesy of GKIDS/TOHO)


When originally released, "Shin Godzilla" was the start of a new Godzilla era. The world of Gojira (the Japanese name for the character) started with the Showa Era, which ran from 1954 till 1975 and encompassed 15 films, including the first "Godzilla" in 1954, the original "King Kong vs. Godzilla" in 1963 and 1968's "Destroy All Monsters" (a personal favorite). These are the classic Zilla flicks, wherein characters such as Mothra and King Ghidorah were introduced and Godzilla evolved from anarchic force of destruction to omnipotent protector of humanity. (The films are collected in a $225 box set, courtesy of the Criterion Collection.)
Next came the Heisei Era, which began with "The Return of Godzilla" in 1984 and ran until 1995, followed by the Millennium Era, from 1999 to the mid-2000s. The final film in the Millennium Era, "Godzilla: Final Wars," was released in 2004. Fifty years after Ishiro Honda's original, "Final Wars" featured monsters from throughout Godzilla's history (including Roland Emmerich's 1998 folly). After that, Toho, the production company behind the Japanese films, did not release a new Japanese-language entry for 12 years.
Into this absence came "Shin Godzilla" and the Reiwa Era. Instead of working to build one continuous story -- carrying over characters and plotlines from film to film -- the Reiwa Era features separate storylines and continuities. "Shin Godzilla" exists in one continuity, while "Godzilla Minus One" is completely disconnected. Simultaneously, there are three animated Godzilla features on Netflix set in Earth's distant future and the U.S.-based Monsterverse that include King Kong. All of these films exist on their own and provide a different flavor of the classic monster.
As with TV news, or a car accident, it's difficult to look away from "Shin Godzilla." Because of its style and subject matter, at times it feels as if you're watching a snuff film: massive crowds of people unable to move fast enough to outrun certain death. It's overwhelming in a way that feels immense and essential, like the monster it worships and the facades he tears down.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-06
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Four exhibitions are on view through Sunday: "David A. Douglas: Intersections," "Soaring (Narsha)," "The Teen Experience" and "Anarchy Loosed Upon the World: Vintage Photographs of the War in Vietnam." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through Sunday. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through Sept. 1. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Six exhibitions are on view through Sept. 7: "Portals," "Christina Lorena Weisner: Sea Marks: From the High Arctic to the Atlantic," "Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," "Kei Ito: Embodied Spectrum," "Kelli Williams: Kids in America" and "Between You and Me: Works by Avast Artists." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Oct. 5. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2, 2026. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 21. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions.
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Music
Terry Reid did so much more than not join Led Zeppelin
The British singer's story began with electric blues and Americana, with forgotten albums and famous friends. Years later, he told me the rest.

Terry Reid performs at the Rainbow Theatre in London in 1973. (Ian Dickson/Getty Images)


By Geoff Edgers | 2025-08-07
Let's get the story out of the way. Terry Reid, 19 and beautiful and full of range, soul and energy, gets approached by his pal, Yardbirds guitarist Jimmy Page. I'm forming a band, Page tells him, and I'd like you to be my singer.
Thanks, Reid responds, but I've got me own gigs to think about. Opening for Cream and the Rolling Stones. Recording for Mickie Most. But I've got this pal ... his name is Robert.
This story and this decision have framed virtually everything written about Reid over the past 55 years. Now that he's gone -- Reid died this week at 75 -- let's leave the mythology of rock star potential behind and focus on who he was: a brilliant, complicated artist with a series of should-have-been albums and a voice that influenced many others.
First, click on one of the performances from the early '70s and listen to prime Terry. When you hear him sing, moving from moans to emotive bursts, it's as if the Black Crowes were born 20 years earlier. He shifts from electric blues to Americana, charting a line that would be traced by so many, such as John Mellencamp, the Replacements and Jason Isbell.
My favorite Reid record is 1976's "Seed of Memory." A few years ago, I paid $120 for my vinyl copy -- it hasn't been reissued, of course -- to hear him with an all-star lineup (David Lindley, Al Perkins, Ben Keith) and an all-star producer in longtime pal Graham Nash. "Seed" is so beautifully written and performed, you wonder how it failed to chart alongside Joni Mitchell, Gordon Lightfoot and Bob Seger.
For most of my life, I was sort of stuck with the legend of Terry Reid. It wasn't until I stumbled upon the real man that I began to square who I had heard of and who he was.
In 2015, I was doing a story on guitarist and collector Joe Bonamassa, and while hosting me for a visit, he opened up a case containing the yellow 1952 Telecaster used by Reid when he opened for Cream. Reid had put it up for sale. Bonamassa told Reid, who was tearful about giving it up, that he could buy it back anytime for a discount.
At that point, I knew just a bit about Reid, like the Zeppelin story. I had heard his earliest records, made for Most, and also knew Cheap Trick's stellar 1977 cover of "Speak Now or Forever Hold Your Peace." But the idea that he was still out there ...
Bonamassa gave me Reid's number. He was anything but standoffish. He told me to come see him in Palm Springs, California, where he lived with his wife, Annette. I arrived to find a modest house and a car with noticeable damage to a headlight and fender. Inside I found "Superlungs," as they called him -- for his powerful voice, not for the string of American Spirits he chain-smoked during the visit.
We sat for a few hours, him telling me delightful stories about his childhood and his hangs with Keith and Robert. He picked up an acoustic guitar to bang out the most heartbreaking version of Jimmie Rodgers's "Scarlet Ribbons."
"I like to say my records weren't released," Reid told me with a cackle when I asked him about why he never quite made it. "They escaped."
We talked about his drinking. His friends had told me about how it had hurt him during his career and that they wished he would quit. Reid didn't buy it. He told me his commercial failures were about bad timing and record company dysfunction. As for the drinking, he said he had stopped the vodka orange juices years ago. He said this between sips of the white wine he had asked me to pick up on the way over.
And then, as if to punctuate the weirdness, the phone rang, and I followed Reid. We sat on his bed as he listened to the owner of a West Hollywood pawn shop leave a message.
"You need to start getting me money every month, Terry, or I've got to sell the guitars," the guy said. "I love you dearly, but your love doesn't pay my bills."
It could have been uncomfortable. But Reid, as I remember it, just cackled again, tapped me on the shoulder and led me back into the other room. There were more stories to tell.
I also saw Reid in Los Angeles. Johnny Depp, the actor and sometime musician, was helping Aerosmith guitarist Joe Perry make a solo record. Producer Jack Douglas and Depp talked about potential guest vocalists. Douglas suggested Reid.
"My mouth just dropped," Depp said. "I had no idea where Terry Reid was. I didn't know if he did what Syd Barrett did. Went off and become a ... postman."
Recording at Depp's home studio stretched late, and eventually we were around the kitchen island, red wine flowing, when Reid picked up an acoustic guitar and began to play "To Be Treated Rite." It's my favorite song from "Seed of Memory," and on this version, he accentuated the pulls on his low-E string, giving it a darker feel. As he played, Depp took out his phone to capture the moment.
This was the magic of Terry Reid. No matter how long he had been away, no matter how much he had smoked or drank, at any moment, in nearly any circumstance, he could pick up his instrument and deliver a magical performance.
So we came up with a plan. Reid's 1973 album, "River," was being reissued by a tiny label with no promotion budget, so he wanted to promote it his way. With a big Washington Post story coming, he got a gig at the Bethesda Blues and Jazz Supper Club, in Maryland. I asked a work pal, Gene Park, to film the proceedings for The Post's Facebook Live -- the rage at the moment -- and I decided to conduct a pre-performance conversation with Reid onstage.
The first inkling that this was not going to go exactly right was when Reid arrived that afternoon. He seemed crankier than I had seen him. We sat down, and he had immediately ordered a brown drink (I got a Diet Coke), and I paid for it. A couple of hours later, we gathered to do the pre-show, and he decided, off the cuff and just before we started, to have us move a couch onto the stage. This seemed a bit unorthodox, but I went with it. Reid told me that he would lie back as I asked questions, as if I were conducting a therapy session. Did it work or confuse the audience? Not sure. But I was trying.
And then the show. Reid played with his usual band, the Cosmic American Derelicts. The set started out tight, a few witty asides between the songs, and the audience was mesmerized. But I couldn't help but notice the glass at his feet and how, as the show progressed, it seemed to constantly be refilled. Reid's between-song banter began to stretch the time-space continuum. He looked noticeably wobbly. There was one moment, as he removed his sport jacket, that I worried he was going to tumble.
Yet as soon as the music started, he would pull himself together, shifting tone and volume, as he delivered songs such as "River," "Without Expression" and, of course, "Superlungs My Supergirl" flawlessly.
Near the end of the show, a waiter approached me.
"My Geoff, I've got your tab."
Tab?
He handed me a bill for $210. I realized that every drink Reid consumed after that first one had been charged to me.

Terry Reid in 2016 in Los Angeles. (Jeremy and Claire Weiss/Day 19/For The Washington Post)


So how, on earth, did Terry Reid make it to 75?
George Kapitanelis, his pal and the bassist from the Cosmic American Derelicts, told me that not long after the Bethesda experience, Reid was hospitalized for weeks. He quit smoking and the heavy stuff for good. "He sounded better the last eight years we were playing than that first eight," Kapitanelis said.
Bonamassa, who developed a friendship with Reid, saw him last in October. He seemed strong and excited to be going back on the road.
"He didn't have nine lives, he had 15," Bonamassa said.
Reid hadn't released a studio record since his sixth and final album, 1991's "The Driver." But he remained a road warrior and loved to play live. Then, around the new year, Bonamassa heard from Annette. There was a cancer diagnosis and meds that were beating him down. In July, Reid canceled his upcoming tour, and a GoFundMe was started to pay for his treatment. (Contributors included Black Crowes singer Chris Robinson, ex-Cars guitarist Elliot Easton and Bonamassa.)
Talking about Reid this week, Bonamassa thought back to a gig in 2019 in Palm Springs. Reid sat in with his band for a song. Afterward, Reid pulled Bonamassa aside and asked why not many people covered his work.
"Terry, they can't," Bonamassa told him. "I've tried. Nobody can sing like you."
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Music
Robert Wilson has left the stage - and taken the avant-garde with him
The renowned director of dozens of challenging experimental operas and theatrical productions died at 83.

In Robert Wilson's operas, essential-seeming components such as plot, character, setting and story were pared to their essences and redeployed with a painterly sense of composition and color. (Lucie Jansch)


By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-08-06
Over the past two weeks, the worlds of visual art, theater and opera have been collectively mourning the loss of multifaceted artist and director Robert Wilson, who died of an unspecified acute illness at 83.
Perhaps best known for conceiving and directing "Einstein on the Beach," his monumental experimental opera created with composer Philip Glass in 1976, the prolific Wilson worked in drawing, painting, sculpture, film, video, lighting and set design. But this seemingly limitless artistic practice was focused on the creation of singular works of theater that challenged every available theatrical convention. Many of his stage productions began as simple drawings that grew into large-scale productions. Rather than the usual composer/librettist/director trio, Wilson's works grew from collaborations across disciplines with artists, poets, composers, dancers and more.
In Wilson's operas, essential-seeming components such as plot, character, setting and story are pared to their essences and redeployed with a painterly sense of composition and color. Movement and stillness are as vital as voices and music; light and space become plot devices of their own; language forfeits its meaning (or surrenders completely, as in his "silent operas"); time forgets to keep itself. (His 1973 opera "The Life and Times of Joseph Stalin" combined elements of several of his previous works into a sprawling seven-act piece that took 12 hours to perform.)
The seeming "difficulty" of Wilson's work never appeared to slow his ascent or dull his esteem. In a 1992 Washington Post review of the Brooklyn Academy of Music's revival of "Einstein," Alan M. Kriegsman asserted that the opera and its "immense, imagined universe" demanded consideration as one of the 20th century's "crucial, Zeitgeist-defining artistic creations of the Western world."
But what made Wilson's divergence from theatrical and classical conventions so powerful was his clear reverence for them -- the careful, conscientious approach he took to turning things upside down.
In 1993, for example, he presented a slow-motion "Madama Butterfly" at the Opera National de Paris, steeped in the "slow poetry" and "unearthly modesty" of traditional Japanese Butoh dance. Two years later, Wilson himself took to the stage to perform "Hamlet: A Monologue" -- "a kind of dream memory of the entire play" that imagines the entire tragedy as a flashback experienced by Hamlet in the moments before his death.
Wilson's nontraditional takes on operatic canon mainstays such as Monteverdi's "L'Orfeo," Bellini's "Norma," and Gounod's "Faust" feel of a piece with his equally visually arresting visions of staples of the avant-garde theater -- such as Jean Genet's "Les Negres," Samuel Beckett's "Endgame," Eugene Ionesco's "Rhinoceros."
This is because Wilson was, by all measures and accounts, a true avant-gardist -- not an easy position to sustain for five decades (and certainly a lonely one in opera).
After watching "Deafman Glance," Wilson's five-hour breakthrough "silent opera" first presented in 1970, Louis Aragon, a founding member of the surrealists, wrote in an open letter to his deceased friend Andre Breton that Wilson was "what we, from whom Surrealism was born, dreamed would come after us and go beyond us."
If the descriptor "avant-garde" sounds a touch dusty, it's because art and music circles have largely retired the term -- a literal reference to the front line of an advancing army -- in favor of its softer, less confrontational synonym: "experimental." These days, experimental music and art each enjoy their respective audiences, but the term itself hints at the lablike isolation of these communities, safely and hermetically sealed into enthusiastic niches and microscenes.

Wilson is best known for conceiving and directing "Einstein on the Beach," seen here, a monumental experimental opera created with composer Philip Glass in 1976. (Lesley Leslie-Spinks)


Meanwhile, Wilson's avant-gardism was aimed at reinventing centuries of operatic tradition on the world's grandest stages. He made extreme demands on his audiences, trusting the agency of their attention and encouraging something more like meditative surrender to his glacially unfolding visions. His operas slow you to a contemplative stasis -- they allow you to think, to question, to sit and listen and be -- for a very long time. "We're so afraid to lose the audience," he told The Post in 2013. "Let the audience go."
This is an experience rarely granted in opera -- where steep financial stakes and fickle tastes all but ensure season after season of "safe" programming. Wilson's death offers not only an occasion to appraise his legacy as an artist, but an opportunity to wonder who, if anyone, can fill the void he leaves behind.
Today's opera world boasts plenty of directors who show signs of Wilson's influence -- even if primarily on a technical level. Recent productions I've caught by directors such as Claus Guth ("Salome" at the Metropolitan Opera), R.B. Schlather ("Vanessa" at Williamstown Theater Festival) and Yuval Sharon ("Proximity" at Lyric Opera of Chicago) carried traces of Wilson's sculptural treatment of space, light and time.
But even these comparably disruptive directors couldn't be mistaken for the membership of a new avant-garde. In his book, "A New Philosophy of Opera," Sharon refers to "Einstein" as "thrilling and inspiring," but only to a point: "I must admit," he writes, "I'm not ready to give up on story."
If we consider those artists and musicians most readily identified as "avant-garde" over the past century, the thread that binds them is an aggressive attack on norms.
Like Marcel Duchamp, for instance, who punctured the primacy of the artist (and the act of art-making itself) when he exhibited his "ready-made" sculptures -- like a urinal -- in 1917. Or John Cage, whose compositions were nothing less than an interrogation of the notion of composition itself, whose idea of music privileged silence, and whose intent as an artist was concerned with dismantling intention itself (through chance procedures). Or Meredith Monk, who continues to deconstruct what it means to use one's voice -- alone and in numbers.
But Wilson's passing has left me with a question that feels heavy in my head: In a culture steeped in meaningless doublespeak and tilting perilously toward absurdity on every imaginable front -- political, economical, cultural, social and technological -- does a place remain in American culture for the avant-garde? What norms are left to challenge? How does one subvert a reality that does a perfectly good job of subverting itself every day?
These may be silly questions -- and besides, Wilson was no fan of conclusions, statements, answers, directives, or even meaning itself. (He did, however, love silly questions.)
"What does meaning mean?" Wilson once asked the composer Giacomo Manzoni. "I'm an artist, not a philosopher. I draw pictures. I don't draw meanings. The audience creates the meaning."
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Art
The Japanese pop artists and rule breakers whose work blurred boundaries
Influenced by pop art and advertising, a group of 20th-century Japanese artists on view at the National Museum of Asian Art crossed mediums in experimental prints.

Taniguchi Shigeru, "Finger Painting Triangle," 1982. Mixed media. (Taniguchi Shigeru/National Museum of Asian Art/Tolman Collection Tokyo)


By Mark Jenkins | 2025-08-06
Part of the appeal of the 19th-century woodblock prints known as ukiyo-e ("floating world pictures") is that their subject matter is so distinctively Japanese. But that couldn't last. The same historical developments that dispersed ukiyo-e worldwide propelled Western influences and techniques into Japan.
Less than a century after their isolated homeland opened to the world in the 1850s, Japan's artists began making the sort of eclectic works surveyed in "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs." The National Museum of Asian Art exhibition, drawn entirely from its own holdings, is a riot of cross-cultural juxtapositions. Most of the pieces in the 17-artist exhibition are from the second half of the 20th century and are being exhibited at the museum for the first time.
These prints, collages and three-dimensional assemblages show the influence of American pop art, as well as of the things that shaped that genre: pop culture, advertising art and commercial printing techniques. One of Andy Warhol's icons, Marilyn Monroe, makes a cameo in Tanaami Keiichi's "The Place Where Dreams Stayed Around," an exuberant mash-up of photos and illustrations that includes a hot dog, U.S. and German war planes and several American comic-book or TV superheroes. (Ironically, among them is Mighty Mouse, an inspiration for the Japanese cartoon hero known in the West as Astro Boy.)

Kimura Kosuke, "Present Situation (Framing B)," 1971. Screen print and lithograph, ink on paper. (Kimura Kosuke/National Museum of Asian Art)


Allusions to Western culture abound, and notable European artists are invoked. Taniguchi Shigeru personifies cubism in a photo-derived portrait of a fractured Picasso, and Morimura Yasumasa poses as Van Gogh, complete with bandaged ear, in his series of "Kao" ("Face") photo collages. Ida Shoichi seems to be following the example of Warhol's "Cow Wallpaper" with his "Pig Wall," a flower-patterned cutout swine. (Another irony: Warhol has been accused of borrowing his wallpaper idea from a Japanese artist, Yayoi Kusama.)

Taniguchi Shigeru, "Point Blank," 1985. Mixed media. (Taniguchi Shigeru/National Museum of Asian Art/Tolman Collection Tokyo)


Some of the artists look East as well as West. Yokoo Tadanori's glossy posters employ a bold, eclectic style derived from European and American precursors, demonstrating the skills the artist learned while working in advertising. The elaborate typography mixes English and Japanese, while the Asian visual motifs reach beyond Japan in a montage of excerpts from classical Indian paintings (including one that's in the Freer Gallery's collection). Streamlined to emoji-like simplicity are such icons of Japan as the Shinkansen, the old imperial military flags, Mount Fuji and Hokusai's "Great Wave off Kanagawa."
The last image, arguably the most famous in Japanese art, is from "Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji." That set of prints inspired Matsumoto Akira's "Twelve Colors of Mt. Fuji," which enlarges a postcard of the volcanic peak to highlight the dots that make up the printed image. This strategy, which recalls Roy Lichtenstein's paintings of comic-book panels, is heightened by printing the photo upside down or overlaying it with blocks of bold color.

Noda Tetsuya, "Diary; April 22nd '70 in New York," 1970. Screen print and woodblock print; ink on paper. (Noda Tetsuya/National Museum of Asian Art)


Where Matsumoto's prints employ a recognizable image to illustrate the mechanics of modern printing, Wakita Aijiro's "Sliding Into Place" consists simply of lines printed on plastic in the hues of four-color reproduction: cyan, magenta, yellow and black. The sheets can be displayed in various configurations. Here they're overlapped atop a light box, so that the effect varies with the viewer's vantage point. The precision of lithographic printing becomes the subjectivity of conceptual art.
One ploy these artists took from Western art is the self-representation exemplified by Morimura's "Kao" and Taniguchi's "point" series. For the latter, the artist superimposed blocks and squiggles of bright color over photos of himself with his index finger pointed at something.
Kimura Hideki makes a subtler appearance in the elegant "When the Two Became Waterbirds," which from a distance seems to be a soft-focus photo of birds bobbing on the surface of a lake or river. In fact, the creatures are pictures of the artist's hands, folded and distorted on an aqueous light-blue backdrop.

Masafumi Maita, "Natural Line - Artificial Line," 1971. Unique vintage photograph with silk-screen and tape. (Masafumi Maita/National Museum of Asian Art/Estate of Masafumi Maita/Yumiko Chiba Associates)


Kimura's ersatz birds are a playful nod to a classic subject of Japanese art, the natural world. Most of these artists reframe contemporary artifacts, whether tiny images of TV screens collaged by Mochizuki Masao or pictures of American affluence, clipped from copies of Life and Vogue left behind by U.S. soldiers and cut together by Okanoue Toshiko (the only woman in this grouping). But Kimura is not the contributor to contemplate nature.
Typical of these artists is Maita Masafumi, who alters straightforward photos of the ocean with simple additions: an oversize human mouth or lengths of yellow and orange tape that parallel the horizon line. More unusual is Ida's "Between Stone and Feather," which embeds dozens of pebbles into a sheet of rough handmade paper and lays a feather at the bottom. This 1994 piece is utterly modern yet evokes traditional materials and aesthetics. Western art gave Ida license to take an unexpected yet cogent step into Japan's past.
National Museum of Asian Art, 1050 Independence Ave. NW. asia.si.edu.
Dates: Through Nov. 30.
Prices: Free.
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Theater
It's time for solo shows to move beyond the trauma plot
Three one-person performances -- "Dead Inside," "Can I Be Frank?" and "Josh Sharp's Ta-da!" -- prove that the genre packs more punch when it's more than just personal.

Josh Sharp in "Josh Sharp's Ta-da!" at Greenwich House Theater in New York. (Emilio Madrid/Soho Playhouse)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-08-06
Pain is classic comedic fuel. In stand-up, solo theater and the hybrids of the two that are everywhere onstage in recent years, performers recall personal trauma with a spoonful of sugar for the purpose of audience enlightenment.
Pioneers such as Richard Pryor, John Leguizamo and Margaret Cho used confessional comedy to get at what life is like outside the dominant culture, whether by playing multiple characters or speaking as themselves. The social function was key -- their stories, however wildly personal, invited catharsis among marginalized people who could relate, while educating (and often scandalizing) those who were otherwise used to being in on the joke.
In the decades since, investigating identity through the lens of trauma has itself become a norm that performers are seeking to disrupt. Nearly every solo act wants the audience to know that they know that mining their troubled pasts for material is kinda cringe. But if writing what you know is still the golden rule, lately it includes a renewed sense that confessionals are most compelling when they resonate well beyond the personal.
Toying with form is also native to solo acts, and several this summer have used elaborate projections, musical comedy or some combination in their attempts to rework conventions. The most effective -- an infertility memoir mordantly titled "Dead Inside," which recently concluded a run at Woolly Mammoth and will surely be reborn again soon, and "Can I Be Frank?," an homage to the trailblazing gay comedian Frank Maya off-Broadway at SoHo Playhouse -- are consciousness-raising in their hilarity, with performers who act as vessels for broader social and political currents. Another, "Josh Sharp's Ta-da!," centers its subject to a myopic degree, throwing a two-dimensional gimmick at the wall and hoping it sticks.

Riki Lindhome in "Dead Inside" at Woolly Mammoth Theatre. (Cameron Whitman)


In "Dead Inside," actor and musician Riki Lindhome, who describes herself as a "delusional optimist," peppers plucky tunes flecked with obscenities through a sunny yet deeply vulnerable account of trying to become a mom. The veteran of comedic folk duo Garfunkel and Oates performs her struggles with infertility partly as a coping mechanism -- this is what she knows how to do -- and partly to vocalize experiences she says women are conditioned to suffer in silence.
Why are women told, she asks, to keep their pregnancy a secret until the second trimester? "Because if we lose it, we're not supposed to make other people uncomfortable with our pain," she says. Lindhome ironically delivers this incisive critique in a show she's rigorously engineered not to make audiences uncomfortable about her many misfortunes. A "smiley-face system" is established up-front to assign emoji values to her advances and setbacks. She finds a friend to be her sperm donor (smiley face), but implanting the resulting embryos doesn't work (frowny face).
There is a borderline twee element to the show, directed by Brian McElhaney and executive produced by Bill Hader and Ali Wong following its premiere at last year's Edinburgh Festival Fringe, but it's balanced out by Lindhome's sharp comedic timing and unflinching frankness. A cursory Google -- and one look at the pink storybook set (designed by Meghan Raham) -- is enough to surmise Lindhome's journey ends happily. (She's raising a son with her husband, Fred Armisen.) In its current form, though, the show ends abruptly when she gets her wish and could use a deeper coda.

Morgan Bassichis in "Can I Be Frank?" (Emilio Madrid/SoHo Playhouse)


Maya's life was cut short just as he approached the brink of mainstream success, according to writer and performer Morgan Bassichis. "Can I Be Frank?" is Bassichis's tribute not just to Maya, who died of AIDS in 1995, but to the importance of honoring and conversing with the past. Like "The Inheritance," Matthew Lopez's two-part 2019 Broadway epic that Bethesda's Round House Theatre will produce this fall, Bassichis focuses on a disoriented younger generation who lost legions of potential mentors to AIDS.
"What do we do with the world we inherited from them?" Bassichis asks. "And how do we get through our own nightmares?" Unlike "The Inheritance," this 70-minute show is brisk and hilarious, with punch lines that Bassichis delivers like personality ticks. "And how do we make the leap from, like, SoHo Playhouse to a major streaming platform?" Bassichis asks, with the not-so-mock curiosity of any comedian with a pulse.
The performer's arch vanity recurs throughout, including in pre-scripted audience questions (of which I was asked to read one) that lavish Bassichis with praise while making cheeky advances. This exaggerated self-regard and appetite for sex calls back to Maya's own. Bassichis performs an act of Maya's in which the late comedian bemoaned a man who was too tired to have sex with him. It was 1987, ACT UP had just met for the first time, and Maya's audience was probably filled with people dying from AIDS, as he would himself eight years later. "He had a kind of selfishness to him that was political," Bassichis recalls the poet Eileen Myles said. "Frank wants more," Bassichis adds. "He wants more excitement with this guy, he wants more laughter from the audience, he wants more time on earth."
Not all art need be political, and there is scant resonance beyond the walls of Greenwich House Theater to "Josh Sharp's Ta-da," a navel-gazy solo show that gambles big on a technical conceit. Sharp, who co-wrote and starred in the movie "Dicks: The Musical," bounds onstage, clicker in hand, and tells the audience with a wry giddiness that he's "trying a thing." That would be controlling the 2,000 slides of text projected behind him over the course of an 80-minute monologue about coming out, chasing down "weird sex" in New York, and reckoning with his own and a loved one's mortality.

Josh Sharp in his slide-fueled solo show. (Emilio Madrid/SoHo Playhouse)


There is a delightful frisson between speech and text as Sharp and his slides proceed in the cadence of a hyperonline millennial, sometimes playing off each other but often speaking in tandem. The ease of Sharp's delivery and the polish of the production, directed by Sam Pinkleton (who also directed "Can I Be Frank?" and recently won a Tony for his direction of "Oh, Mary!"), elevate material that can often feel juvenile. A prolonged bit about the first time Sharp masturbated belabors a joke about ejaculate. His reflections on sexual freedom among gay men, which he plays for the amusement of outsiders ("gay guys really do be getting hard anywheres"), conjure little more than a kid in a candy shop chewing on sticky grammar.
It's not that Sharp's recollections aren't relatable (to some) and amusing (to many), or that his misfortunes aren't deserving of sympathy. But he seems to know we've been here before ("Well, can ya believe it? This whole thing was a coming-out show? It sucks, I know. To do that to you."). Then again, it takes time to recognize that formative experiences are only the beginning -- and that life is what happens afterward.
Dead Inside, now closed at Woolly Mammoth. About 80 minutes with no intermission. woollymammoth.net.
Can I Be Frank?, through Sept. 13 at SoHo Playhouse in New York. About 70 minutes with no intermission. canibefrank.nyc.
Josh Sharp's Ta-da!, through Sept. 11 at Greenwich House Theater in New York. About 80 minutes with no intermission. joshsharptada.com.
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Washington Commanders
Paying Terry McLaurin is risky. Not paying him is even riskier.
With star quarterback Jayden Daniels on a rookie contract, the Commanders need to surround him with weapons.

(Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


By Jerry Brewer | 2025-08-07

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels formed an instant connection with wide receiver Terry McLaurin in their first season together. (Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


Until his stardust dissipates, Jayden Daniels factors into every decision the Washington Commanders make. What's best for him is what's best for the franchise. As long as he remains a responsible leader behind that toothy grin, every evaluation of the talent around him must center on one motivation: helping the prodigy become the most dangerous version of himself.
Which brings us to the issue of whether Terry McLaurin is "worth" $30 million per year. Consider it through the prism of Daniels, and it's not even a rhetorical question.
Managing the NFL's salary cap is the trickiest and most dynamic responsibility in professional sports. Evaluating good players as they age is a thankless task because it demands a general manager have icicles around his heart. For Adam Peters and Washington's front office, last season's surprising success complicates the situation. There is nothing in the year-two handbook that instructs a team to pay top dollar for a wide receiver who turns 30 next month. But with the Commanders coming off a 12-5 campaign and an appearance in the NFC championship game, they must maximize a short-term opportunity while executing a long-term vision.
There should be no existential decisions this soon, but to the unexpected victor belong the headaches. This is bigger than a stare down with McLaurin. It's about the kind of organization Washington wants to be with a rising superstar under center. Is it better to give Daniels every chance to grow into his MVP-caliber talent as quickly as possible? Or do the Commanders want to gasp at their calculator and stifle the good vibes by setting a hard line with the quarterback's most potent weapon?
In this case, a negotiation feels like a referendum. And if the Commanders want to turn their breakthrough into a sustainable run of contention, they need to act accordingly.
They must pay McLaurin, even if it hurts a little. Because Daniels deserves him.
Despite all the posturing, there's no sense the relationship between McLaurin and the team is beyond repair. He has requested a trade, perhaps to inject urgency in the process. But while McLaurin has some leverage because he is such an important part of the offense, it doesn't compare to the advantage the franchise holds. McLaurin is under contract for this season. Washington is not motivated to trade him, and with the season four weeks away, teams aren't inclined to swap significant draft picks and other assets to acquire McLaurin and meet his contract demands.
If McLaurin wants to play in 2025, he must budge. But the Commanders must humble themselves, too. If they want to give Daniels the best chance to avoid a sophomore regression, the quarterback needs the 80 receptions, 1,100 yards and at least seven touchdowns that McLaurin is certain to provide.

Terry McLaurin had 13 touchdown catches last season. (Tim Heitman/Imagn Images)


The situation isn't Jerry Jones vs. Micah Parsons. There's plenty of hope, yet it's still a fragile time because negotiations can turn emotional. Of course, Peters should want to continue the admirable work he has done to keep the team's cap sheet clean. He has taken a few chances -- rolling the dice mostly with 30-somethings, interestingly enough -- but the team has no potentially crippling contracts. Peters has made no shortsighted moves. Yet the house is still very much under construction, so giving McLaurin top-five-receiver money would feel like the first giant risk of his tenure.
But it would be a greater risk not to take a chance.
When a team finds a quarterback the caliber of Daniels, it can't contemplate taking weapons from him. Now is the time to stock the room. With Daniels on his rookie contract, the Commanders have a star making low-end-starter money. Washington doesn't have to pay him until after the 2027 season. Until then, he'll never have a cap number higher than $12 million.
This is the Commanders' opportunity to use the most coveted cheat code in the NFL. The past few years, as young quarterbacks have begun to struggle again, it hasn't been as fruitful to load up around an emerging signal caller on a cheap deal. But Daniels is a throwback to the most recent era when special QBs could direct playoff teams even while they were learning.
He's not yet ready to make inadequate talent look better than imagined. Even on his current trajectory, that will take another four years or so. And if he's the player we think he can be, he'll be earning a salary by then that will demand he do more with less. Right now, he can do mind-boggling things, but he needs the right talent to cushion him. When Peters traded for Deebo Samuel, he acquired a No. 2 receiver with star credentials to assist with Daniels's growth. He took a big swing trading for left tackle Laremy Tunsil. So it would be counterintuitive to leave McLaurin hanging.
When a franchise quarterback emerges, the mandate shifts. The Commanders must invest. They must accelerate. They must do everything to allow Daniels to chase greatness. He's a developing player, but he has arrived as an impact performer. Washington doesn't necessarily have to go 12-5 again to be on the right path, but the floor is much higher now. Falling back dramatically is not an option.
Sometimes, stability costs more than what you want to pay. McLaurin has been the most dependable, productive force in one of the NFL's most unstable situations. Four coaches. Thirteen quarterbacks. No matter the mess around him, he has reached 1,000 yards in five straight seasons. He has played in 97 of 100 regular season games. He has shown an ability to elevate his game in the postseason.
Now that he's with a legitimate star quarterback for the first time in the NFL, he has a chance to evolve with a great player and not merely sustain an insufficient offense.
McLaurin reportedly wants a deal with an annual average salary north of $30 million. Surely, Washington would rather be in the high 20s. Considering the first two years of that deal would come before Daniels gets rewarded, there's a chance to structure a four-year contract in a way that wouldn't hamstring the franchise.
With the cap rising, the Commanders can afford to do this. The stakes should be clear. Get too cute, and Daniels could suffer the most. They need to stay ahead of a league trying to figure out the quarterback.
The chemistry between a quarterback and his No. 1 receiver is always the remedy to adjusting defenses. Daniels and McLaurin are just beginning to vibe. Their connection deserves to be developed, not interrupted.
Cap flexibility is wonderful. A top-10 QB/WR tandem is more important. Daniels and McLaurin were already that good a year ago. I'm willing to bet McLaurin hasn't peaked because he has played just one season with a quarterback who didn't have severe limitations.
There is a 1,400-yard season in him. There are several more of his customary 1,100-yard seasons. Coach Dan Quinn has shown he can get quality performance out of players in their 30s. McLaurin, the ultimate professional, shows no signs of being close to the cliff.
The Commanders wouldn't be paying McLaurin solely for what he has done. There's plenty of value in what he still is: a reliable, productive, culture-setting weapon who keeps your quarterback on the rise. NFL decisions are full of gambles, but giving McLaurin a third contract isn't something to dread.
McLaurin deserves the money.
But more than that?
Daniels deserves McLaurin.

Jayden Daniels earned offensive rookie of the year honors with Terry McLaurin as his top target. (Nick Wass/AP)
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Washington Commanders
In joint practice, Terry McLaurin's absence is felt, but Jayden Daniels is still sharp
The Commanders had a joint practice with the Patriots ahead of the teams' preseason opener this week -- and things got a bit frisky.

(Eric Canha/Eric Canha-Imagn Images)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-06

The Commanders got the opportunity to flex against a fresh opponent for the first time in training camp during Wednesday's joint practice with the New England Patriots in Foxborough, Massachusetts. (Eric Canha/Imagn Images)


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. -- Wednesday's joint practice between the Washington Commanders and the New England Patriots had a little bit of everything. Patriots owner Robert Kraft arrived via helicopter about 90 minutes before the first whistle. Boston Celtics star Jayson Tatum limped along the sideline. A brief scuffle ended with Patriots Coach Mike Vrabel bleeding from a small cut on his face.
Here's what stood out on the first day the 2025 Commanders competed against another team:
Terry McLaurin's absence was a blinking neon sign. Since the wide receiver began his contract standoff with the Commanders, it often has been repeated that he has little to no leverage. That's true from a business perspective, for all the reasons that also have been frequently repeated: The Commanders could use the franchise tag on him next year; he would be entering free agency entering his age-31 season; he needs to play to be eligible for either outcome.
On the field, though, Wednesday's practice provided a reminder that the Commanders need McLaurin as much as he needs a new contract. Other than Deebo Samuel, Washington's wideouts were smothered by Patriots defensive backs with both first-team units on the field. Quarterback Jayden Daniels relied heavily on tight end Zach Ertz and threw scant completions, if any, to anyone other than Ertz, Samuel and running back Austin Ekeler.
Chris Moore, who finished last season on Washington's practice squad and gained a career-high 548 receiving yards with Houston in 2022, was the first wideout in McLaurin's outside spot. In the final period, Daniels lofted a pass to Moore in the back of the end zone, but he was blanketed and couldn't corral it. Luke McCaffrey made no impact. Rookie Jaylin Lane made a nice catch on an out route from Josh Johnson against New England's second team but didn't shake loose in limited first-team reps. It didn't help that Noah Brown stayed home with a nagging injury.
In the week since McLaurin requested a trade, it doesn't appear that much has changed. It's still considered highly likely that the sides will reach a deal before the regular season begins. But the Commanders received a glimpse of what life is like without McLaurin, and it lived up to McLaurin's nickname: scary.
The general lack of pop from Washington's wideouts didn't detract from Ertz and Samuel, veterans who built on strong camps. Ertz and Daniels have enhanced an already intuitive connection. Ertz is an expert at shedding coverage quickly, and Daniels has an uncanny knack for rapidly processing the defense to find an open receiver. One of the easiest Commanders predictions to make this year is that Ertz will catch a ton of passes.
Samuel made perhaps the best offensive play of the day for the Commanders. During a seven-on-seven drill, he ran a deep pattern to the front left corner of the end zone. Cornerback Marcus Jones stayed with him, but Samuel plucked the ball off his helmet, maintaining an iron grip on the ball while tapping his toes. The official on the spot raised his arms for a touchdown.
Daniels is not going to play in Friday's preseason opener, which made Wednesday "an important step" for him, Coach Dan Quinn said. Daniels was excellent, showing accuracy despite his wideouts struggling to get open. His lone turnover-worthy play came on a fumbled exchange with rookie running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt on a run-pass option.
Things got feisty. The Commanders and Patriots avoided fights, but they skirmished twice in a span of three plays during a goal-line period between Washington's defense and New England's offense.
As Patriots second-year quarterback Drake Maye carried a designed run into the end zone, wide receiver Kayshon Boutte and Washington cornerback Marshon Lattimore locked up on the outside as Boutte continued his block after the whistle. Lattimore pushed him back into a pile, and players surrounded them before coaches and the officials quickly ended the scuffle.
"We're fighters, and I love that," Lattimore said. "Mentally and physically, just fighting through the day. I love to see that from a young team, too. They're ready to just do whatever. It's football. It's a physical sport. If that's too physical for you, then you shouldn't be playing football."
Two plays later, after Maye's pass carried out of the end zone and a pass interference flag on Noah Igbinoghene fell, a pileup occurred at the line of scrimmage. Players streamed off both sidelines. Patriots rookie tackle Will Campbell dived on the pile. Vrabel sprinted into the fracas; when he emerged, a trickle of blood was smeared on his face.

Patriots Coach Mike Vrabel tangles with offensive tackle Will Campbell during practice Wednesday in Foxborough, Mass. (Charles Krupa/AP)


"Yeah, he dove in there," said Commanders defensive end Deatrich Wise Jr., who played his first eight seasons with the Patriots. "He showed some tenacity. He showed some grit, like he's still playing. I saw a little cut, but that right there just shows what the Patriots are all about: being tough."
The amiable Wise, who is still a beloved figure around Gillette Stadium, paused when asked whether he thought Vrabel could still play.
"He may think he can still play," Wise said, bursting into laughter. "He has the strength. He grabbed some guys today -- I was like, 'He's strong!'"
Practice remained intense, but no more scuffles broke out. Commanders players agreed the confrontations were a good sign.
"I'm always going to have my guys' backs, so you might see me in there," cornerback Mike Sainristil said. "They tell you to pull guys away. Sometimes, I'm trying to pull myself through. It's just how the game goes -- two teams with two very competitive coaches."
The Commanders had almost full attendance. McLaurin and guard Sam Cosmi stayed home as a concession to their spots on the physically unable to perform list. Five others remained in Ashburn with injuries Quinn described as minor: backup quarterback Marcus Mariota, guard Brandon Coleman, defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste, linebacker Jordan Magee and Brown.
Quinn has penciled in Mariota as Washington's No. 2 quarterback. "The concern level is low" for Mariota, he said. Mariota has been in and out of practice with a "lower leg strain," Quinn said, and he expects Mariota will be back to full strength in a week to 10 days.
Non-players present included owner Josh Harris, who chatted for a while with General Manager Adam Peters as the Commanders warmed up.
Josh Conerly Jr. is still adjusting. As a first-round pick, Conerly has more focus on him than a typical rookie offensive lineman. He is also the youngest player in Commanders camp, at 21, while transitioning from left tackle, his only position in college, to the right side.
In his first action against an NFL opponent, Conerly had ups and downs. He opened space on a long run off tackle for Brian Robinson Jr. He was comfortable running in space on screens. "He was balling today," left tackle Laremy Tunsil said. Conerly also had a hard time with Patriots edge rusher Harold Landry III, who on one play beat him badly to the inside and barreled toward Daniels in a way that could have endangered the franchise quarterback in an actual game.
"We don't expect him to be an all-pro on day one," Robinson said. "He's been taking a stride each and every day he's been coming in the building, just working, finding ways to get better. I definitely see improvement from him."
Teammates have uniformly praised Conerly's approach. Tunsil called him a "sponge" and said he is constantly asking questions. "He wants to be perfect," Tunsil said. The switch from left to right tackle is a massive challenge, a tougher task than it's given credit for.
"I don't know how he's doing it, because I couldn't do it," Tunsil said. "You kick me over to right, man, it's going to be tough. But he's got the feet. He's got the body type to do it. And he's doing a damn good job at it."
At the other tackle position, Tunsil is giving the Commanders all the peace of mind they hoped for. He is best known for his pass blocking, and he was dominant protecting Daniels's blind side. On one running play, he also collapsed defensive end Keion White and opened a lane off tackle for Robinson.
Jonathan Jones got the best of his old team. Like Wise, Jones returned to the place where he became a respected fixture and a Super Bowl champion. Quinn sees a role for Jones primarily as a cornerback who can still stymie receivers.
"The speed with Jonathan is so evident," Quinn said. "Although he's a veteran, the guy can absolutely fly. Sometimes, you see a change in that. For him, the speed of staying attached, playing man to man, that was a big deal."
Jones showed his speed on one play especially. He shadowed second-year wideout Javon Baker down the left sideline. After a deep pass landed incomplete, Baker agitated for a flag. When none came, the crowd booed. Jones skipped down the sideline and waved his arms, eliciting only louder boos.
Vrabel had the line of the day. As a legendary Patriots player, the coach briefly overlapped with Commanders offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury when Kingsbury spent 2003 deep on the Patriots' depth chart. A reporter asked Vrabel what he recalled about Kingsbury the player.
"He wasn't as good as Tom Brady," Vrabel said.
Bobby Wagner still has it. If Wagner has lost a step going into his 14th season, it doesn't show up on the field. During a seven-on-seven period, the Commanders linebacker stayed stride for stride with lightning-fast rookie running back TreVeyon Henderson on a wheel route. He ended practice by tipping a pass, allowing Sainristil to intercept the ball in the end zone.
Practice ended with a scary situation. As players and coaches milled around, a guest collapsed and convulsed with what appeared to be a seizure. The man fell next to Wagner, who turned around and called for a medic.
Medical personnel from both teams rushed to tend to the fallen man. Wagner did not know him but stood watch, still in shoulder pads and gloves. Wagner stayed for about 10 minutes until medics loaded the man onto a stretcher and assured Wagner they thought he would be okay. It was a small moment that said something big about Wagner.
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