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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump raises possibility of Zelensky joining him and Putin in Alaska
        Brianna Tucker, Dylan Wells, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Trump's answer to numbers he doesn't like: Change them or throw them away
        Cat Zakrzewski, David Ovalle, Scott Dance, Laura Meckler

        From D.C. crime rates to census collection to labor statistics, the administration has suppressed inconvenient data and conjured inaccurate statistics to bolster policy objectives.

      

      
        Democrats return to recruiting older, familiar faces
        Paul Kane

        Senate Democrats are banking on familiar, older figures in at least three critical races next year, bucking the tide of momentum toward fresh candidates from the next generation.

      

      
        Here's what you need to know about the Trump-Putin summit
        Victoria Craw, Victoria Bisset

        The talks in symbolically important Alaska are taking place despite Russian leader Vladimir Putin's ceasefire refusals and without Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky.

      

      
        Electricity prices are surging, opening up a new line of attacks against Republicans
        Dan Merica, Matthew Choi

        The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: The political ramifications of surging electricity prices.

      

      
        For Texas Democrats, fleeing to fight redistricting comes at a personal cost
        Annabelle Timsit, Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez

        The lawmakers have faced bomb threats, separation from their families and loss of income -- as Republicans threaten another special session to push redistricting.

      

      
        Putin and Trump have met before. Here's how those encounters went.
        Naomi Schanen, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff

        It will mark the first time the two leaders will meet in person since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. Here's how their other meetings went.

      

      
        The GOP is betting Latino Trump voters will keep them in power. That's no sure thing.
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        The congressional maps Republicans are drawing to boost their chances of keeping control of Congress depend on preserving their gains with Hispanic voters.

      

      
        Trump says a second meeting with Putin will likely be more important than Friday's
        Brianna Tucker, Dylan Wells, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Appeals court says Trump officials can withhold billions in foreign aid
        Justin Jouvenal

        The ruling is a significant -- if possibly temporary -- victory in Trump's push for greater authority over spending mandated by Congress.

      

      
        Trump is rushing to build his ballroom. A review process could take years.
        Jonathan Edwards

        The National Capital Planning Commission has taken years to approve much smaller White House projects than a ballroom planned by President Trump.
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Politics
Live updates: Trump raises possibility of Zelensky joining him and Putin in Alaska
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Will Oliver/Pool/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Brianna Tucker, Dylan Wells, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Alex Horton, Tara  Copp, Victoria Craw, Victoria Bisset, Cat Zakrzewski, David Ovalle, Scott Dance, Laura Meckler, Naomi Schanen, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Natalia Abbakumova, Andrew Ackerman, Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Paul Kane, Scott Nover, Sabrina Rodriguez, David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov, Robyn Dixon, Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton | 2025-08-14
President Donald Trump suggested in a radio interview Thursday that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky could join him and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska for a second meeting after Trump holds a summit with Putin on Friday. Trump said remaining in Alaska "would be by far the easiest" way for the three leaders to hold talks. But Trump also cautioned the meeting with Putin could go poorly -- he put the odds of failure at 25 percent -- and said he would return to Washington immediately in that case. Later Thursday, Trump plans to issue a presidential proclamation marking the 90th anniversary of the Social Security Act.
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White House
Trump's answer to numbers he doesn't like: Change them or throw them away
From D.C. crime rates to census collection to labor statistics, the administration has suppressed inconvenient data and conjured inaccurate statistics to bolster policy objectives.

President Donald Trump holds up a chart on D.C. homicide rates during a news conference Monday, where he announced he is placing the city under federal control to address what he described as soaring lawlessness. Washington's crime rates are at a historic low. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Cat Zakrzewski, David Ovalle, Scott Dance, Laura Meckler | 2025-08-14
President Trump presented inaccurate crime statistics to justify a federal takeover of D.C. Police. He announced plans for the census to stop counting undocumented immigrants. And he ordered the firing of the official in charge of compiling basic statistics about the U.S. economy after a weak jobs report.
This month marked an escalation in Trump's war on data, as he repeatedly tries to undermine statistics that threaten his agenda and distorts figures to bolster his policies. The latest instances come on top of actions the administration has taken across federal health, climate and education agencies to erase or overhaul data collection to align with the administration's agenda and worldview.
The president's manipulation of government data threatens to erode public trust in facts that leaders of both parties have long relied on to guide policy decisions. A breakdown in official government statistics could also create economic instability, restrain lifesaving health care and limit forecasts of natural disasters. Trump has routinely spread misinformation since the start of his political career, but his efforts in his second term to bend data to support his agenda have invited comparisons to information control in autocratic countries.
"What he's trying to do is to present the best possible picture of what he's doing, even if that means he has to cook the numbers, even if that means he has to distort the data," said Robert Cropf, a political science professor at St. Louis University. "It's basically a page from the authoritarian playbook."
Trump has also tried to use his social media megaphone to influence data produced by private companies. On Monday, he called for Goldman Sachs to replace a veteran economist who produced reports that warned that tariffs could cause inflation. But he may find himself in a game of whack-a-mole: On Thursday, a benchmark that measures the prices producers get for goods and service showed hotter than expected inflation, partly because of tariffs. Trump has not commented yet on the report.
Other countries have demonstrated the risk of undermining statistics, which can erode citizens' trust in their government and nations' standing in the international community. China has been widely accused of inflating economic figures, prompting other countries to seek alternative data sources for a more trustworthy picture of nation's financial situation. In Greece, the government produced false deficit numbers for years, and the government repeatedly sought to criminally prosecute the statistician who produced accurate budget figures. Argentina manipulated economic statistics for years to minimize the extent of inflation, even as consumers paid for more significantly expensive groceries and goods.
The false deficit numbers in Greece contributed to the country's debt crisis. The cooked numbers in Argentina made it more difficult for the government to enact policies that could limit inflation, and citizens lost faith in the ability to trust the government data to inform major purchases.
White House spokeswoman Taylor Rogers said that the president's actions are intended to "restore" Americans' trust in data so they can make their own decisions.
"President Trump is preserving -- not eroding -- democracy by ensuring that the American people can rely on government data that actually reflects reality," Rogers said in a statement.
Government statistics have traditionally been considered more reliable and comprehensive than those collected by private sector companies motivated by profits, said Paul Schroeder, the executive director of the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics. The data is needed to provide an accurate picture of what is happening. Without it, governments, corporations and individuals lack information that can inform decisions about everything from mortgage rates to weight loss.
"It's almost like an airline pilot losing his instrument panel when driving the plane," Schroeder said of the erosion.
Trump's decision to fire Bureau of Labor Statistics Commissioner Erika McEntarfer was widely condemned by statisticians and economists, who warned that the move could have a chilling effect on the work of federal number crunchers who produce reports the president doesn't like.
Trump claimed without evidence that the nation's job statistics were "rigged," following a revision to the May and June jobs figures that showed the labor market was weaker than previously known. Revisions to job reports are common, but many economists have acknowledged falling response rates to government surveys and long-standing budget strains have made it harder for economic agencies to collect and analyze reliable data.
"President Trump believes that businesses, households and policymakers deserve accurate data to inform their decision-making, and he will restore America's trust in the BLS," Rogers said.
Trump's attempts to change how the government collects data have invited backlash, especially his proposal to overhaul the census amid a fight over redistricting. Civil-liberties groups have said they would challenge any attempt to change the census, warning that the president's proposal to eliminate undocumented immigrants from the count could erode the political power and financial resources of diverse communities. The census is not only used to determine congressional seats but also to distribute federal funding and decide where to build schools.
Trump justified his decision to deploy federal law enforcement and the National Guard on D.C. streets with claims that crime is surging in Washington, but violent crime in D.C. has been on the decline since 2023. The White House has cast doubt on the accuracy of local statistics, citing a July NBC report that said that the District suspended a police commander accused of manipulating crime numbers in his district.
Rogers added that the data "doesn't change the on-the-ground reality that many D.C. residents and visitors have experienced on our streets."
In other instances, the administration has halted the collection of data that advocates and experts warn is essential for Americans' well-being and safety. At the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, scientists are now forbidden to collect gender data on any programs. That includes abortion data, information for HIV/STD prevention, violence prevention and mental health programs. The lack of data could undermine efforts to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted diseases and prevent school shootings and suicides.
Federal collection of abortion data stopped on April 1 following widespread layoffs across HHS. Most states put out their own abortion data, but no other federal agency collects abortion data, according to a former CDC employee familiar with those programs. The government uses the data to predict birth rates, a crucial statistic that governments and businesses use to make decisions about the health system, education and economy.
CDC staff are also no longer collecting concussion data for the creation of a concussion surveillance system, which has had strong bipartisan congressional support. The agency is also no longer analyzing drowning prevention data -- the leading cause of death in children aged 1 to 4 -- because all staff were laid off.
Researchers have warned about the diminishing of data programs that are key to understanding the ever-evolving drug crisis in the United States -- and to building the best prevention and treatment programs. In June, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration stopped updating the Drug Abuse Warning Network, a nationwide surveillance system of drug-use trends and insights drawn from emergency department visits.
The loss of that data will make it more difficult for researchers like Daniel Ciccarone, a professor at the University of California at San Francisco School of Medicine, to track street drugs and overdoses. Ciccarone studies trends in the fentanyl supply, which kills tens of thousands of Americans each year, as well as new synthetic drugs seeping into regional supplies.
"We need surveillance data at a historic time of an undulating drug supply -- we don't know what's going to happen next," Ciccarone said.
Public health advocates have raised concerns about the future of the National Youth Tobacco Survey, an annual report that measures how young people are using nicotine products. The report helped alert the country to the epidemic of teen vaping and led to stricter controls on the industry. The program has long been run through the Food and Drug Administration and the CDC's Office on Smoking and Health, which was shut down this spring.
An HHS spokesperson did not respond when asked about the future of the survey, saying only that the CDC "remains deeply committed to tobacco prevention and control and ... continues to support this critical public health priority through a range of efforts, including outreach, education and surveillance."
The Trump administration has also discontinued dozens of climate databases and government-funded studies, including efforts to quantify the damage caused by natural disasters and to understand how the heaviest rainfall will intensify as the planet warms.
Officials have removed key climate data and reports from the internet. The administration took down the website of the U.S. Global Change Research Program, which shared congressionally mandated reports about climate change impacts across the country. And it deleted Climate.gov, a repository for research and forecasts, though it said such information would continue to be posted on a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration website.
Trump's budget proposal for NOAA would eliminate nearly all of the agency's labs focused on climate, weather and oceans -- institutions whose studies are key to weather and climate forecasting and improving our understanding of everything from summer thunderstorms to the El Nino climate pattern. Businesses rely on this data to inform plans for tourism, fisheries and shipping.
The changes reflect the administration's commitment to "eliminating bias and producing Gold Standard Science research driven by verifiable data," Rogers  said in a statement.
As the Trump administration attempts to shutter the Department of Education, its ability to publish accurate and timely data was thrown into question after deep cuts to the department's staff. Virtually the entire staff of the National Center for Education Statistics was laid off, and while much of the work is done by contractors, researchers worry that there are no longer enough government workers to check and disseminate collected data.
The center's work is critical to researchers, policymakers and journalists, with a wide range of data including the demographics of students and schools, courses offered, crime on campus and school spending.
Already, the Education Department missed its June deadline to publish the annual Condition of Education report, the authoritative source for education data from preschool through university. The agency has continued to publish some data tables but far fewer than in past years.
The Trump administration has also called for more information about the consideration of applicants' race in college admissions.
"Greater transparency is essential to exposing unlawful practices and ultimately ridding society of shameful, dangerous racial hierarchies," Trump said in a memorandum issued last week, as he ordered the Education Department to begin collecting detailed data from all colleges that receive federal financial aid. That includes grades and test scores for both applicants and students, broken down by race.
The White House has argued that a lack of data has hindered enforcement of a 2023 Supreme Court ruling that the use of race-conscious admissions is unconstitutional.
But a higher education leader argued that the information requested won't provide good data: Applicants don't disclose their race, and while colleges do survey students who enroll, participation is voluntary, and even those who respond may choose not to disclose their race.
"They're going to gather a bunch of information and try to make sense of it," said Ted Mitchell, president of the American Council on Education. "I worry that they're not going to be able to make much sense of it."
The impact of these changes could affect the nation long after Trump leaves office, Cropf said. Even if the government resumes collecting data, there will be gaps from the Trump era, and the public may view the figures as more politicized.
"It taints the waters," he said. "It seriously undermines faith in our institutions if we can't have any guarantees the institutions are providing us with reliable data or that they're making decisions based on reliable data."
Lena H. Sun and Susan Svrluga contributed to this report.
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Politics
Democrats return to recruiting older, familiar faces
Senate Democrats are banking on familiar, older figures in at least three critical races next year, bucking the tide of momentum toward fresh candidates from the next generation. 

Sherrod Brown will run for his former U.S. Senate seat to attempt to unseat Sen. Jon Husted (R-Ohio), who was appointed earlier this year to fill the vacancy left by Vice President JD Vance. (Dustin Franz/For The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-08-14
Former senator Jon Tester concluded last month that he was done with elective politics, having seen other Democrats come out of political retirement only to lose their races.
"Democrats make this mistake too often -- we try to recycle candidates," said the Montana Democrat, 68, who lost his 2024 reelection bid.
Before he shut such talk down, Tester was seen as a potential candidate in next year's race against Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana). Though Tester won't be running, his close friend Sherrod Brown of Ohio has made the opposite decision, privately deciding in recent days that he will run again next year. Brown, 72, will formally announce in coming weeks that he will challenge Sen. Jon Husted (R-Ohio), who was appointed earlier this year to fill the seat vacated by Vice President JD Vance.
Brown and Tester served as political brothers, part of the historic class of 2006 that swept their party into the Senate majority. Both lost last year as Democrats lost the chamber. Their split decision has echoes in the ongoing debate about generational challenges for Democrats.
Many liberal activists have called for the Democratic old guard to stand down and make way for a new generation of candidates who can connect with younger voters and appear authentic in using new communication technologies. These calls are part of the fallout from the waning months of Joe Biden's presidency, as voters recoiled at the idea of reelecting an 82-year-old.
That anger grew to encompass other lawmakers beyond just Biden and his inner presidential circle. This has prompted calls for primary challenges to older Democrats that have less to do with ideological positioning than with turning the page to a younger demographic.
Yet seasoned party operatives have dismissed these calls. Instead, they have continued to focus recruiting efforts on candidates with proven track records of winning in states that have otherwise broken toward President Donald Trump over the past decade.
That's especially true in states like Ohio -- where Republicans went from losing by three points in 2012 to Trump winning by more than 11 last year -- that have been depleted of credible Democratic challengers to run statewide. Every statewide officeholder is now Republican, and the GOP holds a 10-5 edge among the state's House delegation. Any newcomer would have to spend tens of millions of dollars just to get credible name recognition.
So that's why Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) met Brown in Ohio in late July as part of the recruiting effort, persuading the populist Democrat to run another race more than 50 years after his first campaign, in 1974, for state representative.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper speaks at a rally for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris in Charlotte in 2024. (Matt Ramey/For The Washington Post)


That came a week after former Democratic governor Roy Cooper formally announced he was running in North Carolina for the seat being vacated by Sen. Thom Tillis (R). Cooper, who would turn 70 his first year in the Senate if he wins, retired earlier this year after winning races in 2016 and 2020, even as Trump won that state. Despite his age, Cooper has generated plenty of online energy -- his campaign announced raising $3.4 million in his first 24 hours.
And Democrats are now eagerly awaiting the decision of Gov. Janet Mills (Maine), who faces a term limit at the end of next year. While Maine has supported Democrats for president since 1992, Schumer has never found a candidate who could knock off its longest-serving senator, Susan Collins (R).
The governor, now 77, is considering challenging Collins, 72, for a six-year term that would end just as Mills would turn 85. She told her local press corps two weeks ago that she was seriously considering the race, but also sounded like a governor with an aversion to the type of legislative chaos that dominates Washington headlines these days.

Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) is considering running against Sen. Susan Collins (R). (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


"What's going on there is a bit chaotic," she said. "It's not something anybody would want to jump into and be a part of automatically."
Together, if victorious, Brown, Cooper and Mills would be a rare trifecta of newly elected 70-something senators. And Mills would take the record for oldest newly elected senator, a title currently held by Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vermont), who entered office at the age of 75 in 2023. (Other appointed senators have been older.)
Republicans have signaled that they would use Brown and Cooper's vast political experience against them.
"Sherrod Brown has spent his entire career collecting a government paycheck, and now just eight months into retirement and after a date night with Chuck Schumer, he's begging taxpayers for more," Cory Gardner, the chairman of the Republicans' Senate Leadership Fund, said in a statement.
The National Republican Senatorial Committee called Cooper a "far-left career politician" and posted an online ad highlighting his positions over 15 years in the legislature, 12 years as state attorney general and eight as governor.
Schumer is not focused entirely on recruiting former governors and veteran politicians. In Texas, Democrats are backing Colin Allred, 42, who lost to Sen. Ted Cruz (R) in November. In Michigan, the Democratic field includes Rep. Haley Stevens, 42; state Sen. Mallory McMorrow, 38; and former health official Abdulrahman Mohamed El-Sayed, 40.
U.S. Rep. Angie Craig, 53, and Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan, 45, are the leading contenders for the Democratic nomination in the Senate race in Minnesota.
These races illustrate the different dynamics in each state. Minnesota and Michigan have only elected one Republican, for one term, in this century, and it's easier to run fresher faces in those states. But Democrats are reluctant to push newcomers in places where Trump remains popular.
Schumer gave a simple explanation for his state-by-state approach to finding candidates.
"When recruiting candidates, the top priority is to find the best candidate who can win that state," he said in a statement.
If they can pick off the GOP seats in Maine, North Carolina and Ohio -- certainly a tall order -- Democrats would need to claim one more GOP seat and defend all of their seats to win the majority.
Overall, Schumer believes recruiting has received a boost from polling that shows the unpopularity of the massive tax-border-health legislation that Republicans passed in early July without any Democratic support.
"We are finding great candidates, who have become more enthusiastic about running because this bill is so bad," he said in a July interview, before Cooper announced he was running.
He noted that Republicans also like to focus Senate recruiting on former governors or retiring governors. Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) and former New Hampshire governor Chris Sununu (R) declined entreaties from Washington to run in Senate races, the second time in four years Sununu has rejected the National Republican Senatorial Committee.
All told, 11 former governors currently serve in the Senate, including six serving in the Democratic caucus.
Still, Tester told Politico that, broadly speaking, it's time for Democrats to push out more fresh faces.
He served as chair of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee in the 2016 election and saw this phenomenon of retread candidates break against the party.
Schumer and Tester helped land Evan Bayh, Indiana's former senator and governor; Russell Feingold, Wisconsin's former three-term senator; and Ted Strickland, a former Ohio governor who previously served more than a decade in the House.
All three went down in defeat at a moment when Trump's antiestablishment message resonated with voters who despised Washington.
Democrats tried again in 2018 with older, veteran candidates in long-shot states: Mike Espy, the former agriculture secretary and House member, lost in Mississippi by more than seven points, while former Tennessee governor Phil Bredesen lost by 11 points.
Former governors or senators who have run recent races have had more success than people like Bayh and Bredesen, who each went 12 years between their last victory and their respective 2016 and 2018 losing campaigns.
Virginia's Tim Kaine (D), in 2012, and Mark R. Warner (D), in 2008, each won Senate races within three years of leaving the governor's mansion. New Hampshire's Jeanne Shaheen (D), in 2008, and Maggie Hassan (D), in 2016, won Senate races in their final year serving as governor, while Sen. Rick Scott (R) won in 2018 during his final months as governor. These races weren't considered easy wins for any of these former governors when they began. The fact that all currently sit in the Senate helped to cement the conventional wisdom that known figures are good bets in tricky races.
Now, to win the majority, Schumer said, Democrats are going to need a mixture of these candidates who serve as a comfortable old shoe for voters and the younger newcomers to pull off a few upsets.
Their challenge will be trying to sell voters on the idea that Republicans and Trump, through their biggest legislative initiative, have left voters behind.
"Our job is going to be letting people know about it in every corner of the country," he said.
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Here's what you need to know about the Trump-Putin summit
The talks in symbolically important Alaska are taking place despite Russian leader Vladimir Putin's ceasefire refusals and without Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky.

President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin meet at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki in 2018. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


By Victoria Craw, Victoria Bisset | 2025-08-14
President Donald Trump will meet Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska on Friday -- the first time a president has invited the Russian leader to private talks in the United States since 2007.
The meeting is designed as a step toward ending Russia's war against Ukraine, even as the countries remain far apart on what they would accept as a peace deal. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has not been invited and has ruled out surrendering land to Russia.
Here's what to know about the meeting.
	The summit will be at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage, a White House official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive planning details. Trump and Putin will have a one-on-one meeting, followed by a meeting between U.S. and Russian delegations, U.S. and Russian officials said Thursday.
	European leaders have urged Trump not to give away any Ukrainian territory, after he suggested a territorial swap "to the betterment of both" countries. The White House has downplayed expectations for a deal in recent days, although Trump has warned of  "very severe consequences" if Putin doesn't agree to end the war after the meeting.
	Zelensky called Ukraine's exclusion a victory for Putin, while European allies said Ukraine must be involved in any discussions on its future. Russian officials and commentators hailed the meeting as a diplomatic coup. On Thursday, Trump said the meeting could set the table for a second meeting, which would include Zelensky.

The summit will start in Alaska on Friday at around 11:30 a.m. local time (3:30 p.m. Eastern) with a one-on-one "conversation" between Trump and Putin with interpreters present, Yuri Ushakov, a Putin aide, said Thursday. The two leaders are expected to say a few words before the start of the meeting, Ushakov added.
Negotiations will then continue over a working breakfast, which will include Russian and U.S. delegations with five representatives each, accompanied by experts, Ushakov said. He added that the Russian members were himself, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, Defense Minister Andrei Belousov, Finance Minister Anton Siluanov, and special economic envoy Kirill Dmitriev.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt confirmed the one-on-one talks would be followed by a "bilateral lunch" and a news conference. "What comes after that meeting is up to President Trump, and that's part of the reason he is going," she said on Fox News on Thursday morning. The U.S. delegation has not yet been named.
The host base, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, has 5,500 military and civilian personnel and has been in use as a military airfield since 1940, according to the Air Force.
Ukashov said the Russian delegation will fly back as soon as the talks are over.
The site was chosen after Russia initially proposed meeting in the United Arab Emirates or Saudi Arabia, The Washington Post reported, while the U.S. proposed Europe, which was rejected by the Kremlin. Complicating matters is the fact that Putin is subject to arrest because of an International Criminal Court warrant on allegations of war crimes in Ukraine,  meaning he can travel only to countries not party to the court, such as the U.S., UAE and Saudi Arabia.
Putin's supporters and critics alike have viewed the choice to have the meeting on U.S. soil as a win for the Russian leader, who has not agreed to demands for a ceasefire. Dmitriev, Russia's special economic envoy, said in a post on X that Alaska was a symbolic link that "makes the U.S. an Arctic nation."
Western analysts have described Alaska -- which was part of Russia before being sold to the U.S. for $7.2 million, or about 2 cents per acre, in 1867 -- as a disastrous choice that underscores territory can change hands. "Trump has chosen to host Putin in a part of the former Russian Empire," Michael McFaul, an Obama-era U.S. ambassador to Russia, said in a post on X. "Wonder if he knows that Russian nationalists claim that losing Alaska, like Ukraine, was a raw deal for Moscow that needs to be corrected."
While Alaska was never home to more than about 400 Russian settlers, it was strategically important for fur traders and later for military operations during the Cold War. Today, the two nations remain as little as three miles apart across the Bering Strait, and Russia's legacy is still evident with the presence of the Russian Orthodox Church and many locals having Russian surnames, according to the Associated Press.
The Trump-Putin summit will be the first in-person meeting between the two since Trump was reelected last year, after he pledged during his campaign to end the war in Ukraine in a single day.
Trump is also the first president to invite Putin to the U.S. since George W. Bush in 2007, although the Russian leader attended the U.N. General Assembly in New York in 2015. During Trump's first term, he met with Putin six times.
Zelensky has not been invited despite leading the country Russia invaded in 2022. He described the meeting as a "personal victory" for the Russian leader and said Ukrainian issues should be discussed by "at least three people."
Asked why Zelensky was not included, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Trump "is agreeing to this meeting at the request of President Putin." She said the hope was that the three leaders could meet together sometime soon.
European leaders will also not attend the summit but have rallied behind Zelensky and pressed their priorities in a call with Trump on Wednesday, organized by German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, after speaking with the Ukrainian leader. They said following the call that Trump agreed that Ukraine should be involved in any talks on territory.
The announcement of the summit marked yet another twist in Trump's positions on Russia and Ukraine: Less than a month before, the president -- who has previously praised Putin and blamed Ukraine for Russia's invasion -- said he would help Kyiv obtain Patriot missiles and other advanced weapons, paid for by the E.U., and threatened to increase sanctions on Russia if the war did not end within 50 days.
Then, in late July, he gave an even shorter deadline for fighting to stop -- but rather than announcing further penalties after 10 days, Trump said he'd be meeting with Putin in Alaska.
It's not likely.
While Trump and his aides previously suggested that a peace agreement could be close, the White House has now downplayed expectations for the meeting, with Leavitt describing it on Tuesday as "a listening exercise for the president."
Trump's stance on Ukraine has appeared contradictory at times. Earlier this week, he said he might "leave and say 'good luck,' and that'll be the end" of negotiations, but on Wednesday he also threatened "very severe consequences" if Putin didn't agree to end the war after this week's summit.
Russia is also making gains on the battlefield in eastern Ukraine, meaning that the prospect of any compromise from Moscow is even more remote. Meanwhile, the United Nations has reported rising civilian casualties in Ukraine in recent months.
"At present, there is no sign whatsoever that the Russians are preparing to end the war," Zelensky wrote on Telegram on Wednesday.
Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton, Siobhan O'Grady and Michael Birnbaum contributed to this report.
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Early Brief
Electricity prices are surging, opening up a new line of attacks against Republicans
The Washington Post's essential guide to power and influence in D.C. In today's edition: The political ramifications of surging electricity prices.

Electricity pylons seen from a section of the Washington and Old Dominion Trail in Vienna, Virginia. (Caroline Gutman/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica, Matthew Choi | 2025-08-14
Good morning, Early Birds. We are two days away from a two-week newsletter break, but who's counting? Send tips to earlytips@washpost.com. Thanks for waking up with us.
In today's edition ... The political ramifications of surging electricity prices ... How Epstein is playing in key Republican primaries ... And your excellent suggestions for the greatest album of all time ... but first ...
	Gold rush hits Trump-era Washington, from prices to the Oval Office, report Andrew Ackerman.
	Ukrainians confront prospect of losing Donbas in Trump-Putin talks, report David L. Stern and Serhiy Morgunov.
	Europeans, Zelensky cite unity with Trump ahead of Putin summit in Alaska, reports Ellen Francis.
	Schumer returns to recruiting practice of older, familiar faces, reports Paul Kane.
	Her dogs kept dying. Then 'forever chemicals' turned up in her water, reports Amudalat Ajasa.

Electricity prices are on the rise across the United States, and the political ramifications could be dramatic.
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, the average utility electric bill for a residential customer in the U.S. in 2024 was $144, up from $122 in 2021, and this week's consumer price index report found electricity up 5.5 percent over the last year, higher than the average inflation rate.
There are a host of reasons for these increases, from increasing demand due to the growth of data centers and artificial intelligence to the need for costly infrastructure upgrades to general inflation pushing all prices higher. But the uptick comes at a time when prices and cost of living are among the most important political issues on the minds of voters. The politics of this are tough for President Donald Trump, who frequently promised during the 2024 campaign to lower electricity bills if he were elected.
"Under my administration, we will be slashing energy and electricity prices by half within 12 months, at a maximum 18 months," he told an audience in North Carolina in August 2024.
Trump's first 12 months aren't over yet. But so far, the data show prices trending in the wrong direction. And Democrats are keen to make Trump pay for that.
They are crafting an argument that not only have prices not come down but the sweeping tax and spending law Trump signed into law in July will make energy costs worse.
That legislation, among other things, rolled back clean energy tax credits that were expanded in the Inflation Reduction Act that President Joe Biden signed into law in 2022, which could make solar and wind energy projects less financially feasible. It also reoriented government spending toward fossil fuels. Following the passage of that bill, Trump signed an executive order compelling his administration to "crack down on remaining loopholes allowing access to renewable energy tax breaks," our colleague Jake Spring reported.
While the recent upticks in energy prices probably aren't a by-product of Trump's recent legislative success and executive orders -- they all happened too recently -- Democrats still say the impact of these moves will be higher prices.
JoAnna Mendoza, one of a handful of Democrats looking to challenge Rep. Juan Ciscomani in Southern Arizona, one of the more vulnerable Republican incumbents, said she saw her electrical bill jump over $20 from this time last year.
"People really want to see some change. They want Congress, they want their representatives to actively lower prices, which is something the Trump administration said he would do, something Juan Ciscomani said he would do," she said. Representatives from Ciscomani's campaign did not respond to our request for comment.
Progressive groups are already airing ads on this, including one against Republican Rep. Derrick Van Orden in Southwestern Wisconsin that says the Republican "promised to bring prices down" but did the opposite, singling out energy bills.
"They own this. They own price increases in America," said Pete Maysmith, president of the League of Conservation Voters, one of the groups behind the ad campaign.
And some experts agree with Mendoza's take on the sweeping Trump bill.
"The evidence is clear: phasing out credits that have already supported clean and cheap electricity generation will raise customer utility bills, on top of the increase in bills already expected from growing demand," wrote Elea Castiglione, a fellow at the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania.
Republicans often respond to such concerns by arguing that Trump's mega-bill will bring down electricity costs by encouraging growth in natural gas, which generates a plurality of electricity in the United States. The bill also encourages oil and gas drilling on federal lands, which they say will cut prices as well. And they argue that phasing out tax credits for some major renewable energy sources, including wind and solar, shouldn't be cause for concern: Republicans say both renewable energy sources are less reliable than fossil fuels because they are weather-dependent.
That said, the renewable energy sector includes some of the fastest-growing sources of energy (in both red and blue states), and several Republicans were concerned that repealing clean energy tax credits would discourage future energy investments.
"For companies that have made major capital deployment decisions, we need to respect that or people are going to start thinking that the United States has massive changes in policy every two years in this space, and that will be devastating to the U.S.'s current position as the innovation leader," Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who voted against the bill, said earlier this year.
Richard Lamondin, a Democratic candidate for Congress in South Florida who started a company with his brother aimed at bringing businesses into the sustainability fight, echoed Tillis's concerns and said the scrapping of clean energy tax credits worries him for both families and businesses. "This will have an enormous impact on industries here," he told us.
"There is no decoupling the cost of energy and utilities from the general cost of housing," he said. "When you talk about energy prices and people struggling to afford the cost of rent, what doesn't get mentioned is a decent percentage of what people pay for in their housing is their energy bills."
Trump's recent takeover of D.C. police is nominally only for a 30-day period. That's the limit under the law that created the city's limited self-government, which remains constitutionally under congressional authority.
However, the White House has said it will look at options to extend enhanced law enforcement after that period is over. And Tom Homan, Trump's immigration enforcement czar, said firmly yesterday that the president's authority "is never over."
"The president is going to do what he has to do to make this country safe again in every city in this nation," he said.
Homan said Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents will be among the federal agents deployed to the streets of D.C.
When Trump was asked about this 30-day period yesterday, the president said he would call a "national emergency" to extend the deadline without Congress and that Republicans will propose a "crime bill" that is "going to pertain, initially, to D.C."
"I don't want to call a national emergency. If I have to, I will," he said.
There is a growing tension inside Republican primaries over the need for Trump's endorsement and some grassroots Republicans' desire to see all files around financier Jeffrey Epstein's crimes and death released.
It's a dynamic that puts a lot of pressure on Trump and, by extension, the Republican universe around him. Trump has resisted and lashed out at calls to release the files on Epstein, angering many in his conservative base after years of promising to release the files.
An example of how this is affecting politics inside Republican circles is the Georgia Senate primary, where Reps. Buddy Carter and Mike Collins, along with others, are vying for Trump's endorsement.
The two congressmen have taken different approaches to Epstein. While Carter, whose campaign website is mostly images of him and Trump, has stood with the president's handling of the issue -- "I think we're lockstep with the president here. I trust the president. I trust his judgment on this, and I think he's making the right moves here," he told News4JAX this month -- Collins has been quiet after a long history of calling for the Epstein files to be released.
"Release the Epstein files. Release the Las Vegas shooter files. Release the JFK files," Collins wrote on X in February. He also marked the anniversary of Epstein's indictment in July 2024 by writing that "the government continues to withhold his list of clients and visitors to his island." And just days ago, Collins's leadership PAC fundraised off the House Oversight Committee's recent subpoenas by writing donors: "This is bigger than Russiagate. Congress is finally investigating the EPSTEIN FILES." But he made no mention of Trump's handling of the issue.
Carter and Collins -- neither of whom responded to our request for comment -- are vying to take on Sen. Jon Ossoff, a Democrat who in a recent speech called Trump out for backing away from his promise to release the Epstein files. Georgia went for Trump by over two percentage points in 2024, and Ossoff's seat is a top GOP target in next year's elections.
Los Angeles Times (Los Angeles): Jimmy Kimmel says he has obtained Italian citizenship because of Trump. "I feel like it's probably even worse than [Trump] would like it to be," Kimmel said of Trump's second term.
Bridge Michigan (Ypsilanti, Michigan): As we highlighted in today's newsletter, the Trump administration has clawed back funding for clean energy projects and programs, including this one in Michigan, which was slated to be a $156 million solar program.
CalMatters (Sacramento): A federal judge has ordered the Trump administration to restore a portion of 800 suspended federal science research grants.
The Washington Post (D.C.): For the first time in over a decade, the Virginia Police Benevolent Association is backing a Democrat for Virginia's governor. Former congresswoman and retired intelligence officer Abigail Spanberger got the backing of the police group over Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears.
Our readers have good taste in music.
We asked for your thoughts on the best album ever and received a variety of responses. Two of the most common? "Who's Next," the Who's groundbreaking 1971 epic, and the Beach Boys' "Pet Sounds."
Jim Kramper said Pink Floyd's "The Dark Side of the Moon," Paul Lochner wrote Van Halen's first eponymous album and Dan Timmons said the Beatles' "Revolver."
Chris Byrd said D.C. native Marvin Gaye and his 1971 studio album, "What's Going On."
"Gaye's song cycle continues to inform our resistance to war and militarism, poverty, racism, police brutality and gun violence, and climate change," Byrd wrote in a piece marking the 50th anniversary of its release. "No matter what form our resistance takes, the lyrics from the title track that held true 50 years ago hold even truer now: 'we've got to find a way to bring some loving here today.'"
Chris Bosley said Isaac Hayes's  "Hot Buttered Soul." "Isaac Hayes is the single most overlooked artist of the last 60 years, and that's a hill I will die on," Bosley wrote. "He brought orchestral sweep and cinematic scope to soul, again redefining it. Without those records, we don't have Stevie Wonder or Marvin Gaye or Curtis Mayfield, Roberta Flack, Sade ... Prince(!)"
On a side note: Our listening cards are full for the rest of the week.
Trump announced the Kennedy Center Honors recipients yesterday -- glam metal band Kiss, Broadway and West End star Michael Crawford, country music legend George Strait, actor Sylvester Stallone and singer Gloria Gaynor. The recognition showcases artists who have contributed substantially to American culture over their lives. What are your thoughts on the picks? Who do you think should receive the honor? Send us your thoughts at earlytips@washpost.com or at dan.merica@washpost.com and matthew.choi@washpost.com.
Thanks for reading. You can follow Dan and Matthew on X: @merica and @matthewichoi.
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Politics
For Texas Democrats, fleeing to fight redistricting comes at a personal cost
The lawmakers have faced bomb threats, separation from their families and loss of income -- as Republicans threaten another special session to push redistricting.

State Sen. Borris Miles speaks at an Aug. 6 news conference in Boston with fellow Democratic lawmakers who left Texas to thwart GOP redistricting plans. (Lauren Owens Lambert/Reuters)


By Annabelle Timsit, Patrick Marley, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2025-08-14
When dozens of Texas Democratic lawmakers left their state this month to block a redistricting plan aimed at preserving the GOP's House majority, they knew they might be forced to pay large fines or even be arrested.
They left anyway, denying the Texas House of Representatives the quorum of two-thirds of members it needs to vote on the plan, which would create five new likely seats for Republicans and ultimately influence which party controls the U.S. House after next year's midterm election.
Threatened consequences have become a reality: Texas Republicans voted last week to issue civil arrest warrants for the Democrats who left, and Gov. Greg Abbott (R) and Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) have sought to expel 13 of the absent Democrats. Republicans argue the Democrats are shirking their responsibilities and accuse them of political grandstanding.

Texas Democrats vowed to keep fighting the state's proposed congressional map after Republicans voted Aug. 4 to issue civil arrest warrants for absent members.


Now the Democrats who left Texas are working to spread their message that the plan is a danger to democratic norms, while balancing their personal lives and professional responsibilities.
More than 50 lawmakers who decamped for Illinois have quickly adjusted to a new routine. Most days, they have held news conferences to keep attention on their cause. They speak to journalists from the road. They keep up with family on video and manage their personal and work affairs throughout the day.
The lawmakers also attend briefings where they take stock of Republican attempts to arrest them and to remove them from office. (An Illinois judge on Wednesday declined to authorize law enforcement officers in his state to assist in such arrests.) On a recent afternoon, during a meeting with lawyers, some asked who their spouses should call if police showed up at their homes. Others asked whether any legal cases could be brought if their reputations were impugned.
They have faced two potential bomb threats, including one that forced a hotel evacuation last week.
During one of those bomb threats, Rep. Donna Howard's 4-year-old grandson was sleeping in her room. It was early and she had already gotten up and taken a shower when a loudspeaker boomed, telling everyone to evacuate immediately.
"I went into panic mode, but also caretaker mode," she said. She woke her grandson and grabbed whatever she could and they exited together, realizing afterward that she didn't take his shoes. "Luckily the weather's fine, but he was barefoot the whole time. We were out there for hours," she recalled. "The fight-or-flight kind of emotion clicks in."

Texas Rep. Donna Howard (D) is one of several who have faced bomb threats. (Paul Beaty/AP)


Some lawmakers are having to deal with threats back home. Rep. Vince Perez said in an interview on the podcast hosted by California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) that he received a text message from the daughter of his 90-year-old neighbor while he was on a flight to California, telling him that six police units had shown up at his house and were trying to get into his backyard. The law enforcement presence "stretched the length of the entire street," Perez said, calling it an "excessive show of force" that caused anxiety among his neighbors.
But the Texas lawmakers have also become causes celebres for the Democratic Party's effort to galvanize opposition not just to gerrymandering -- redrawing maps for political advantage -- but to President Donald Trump. Democrats cast their efforts as personal sacrifice for the country in a quest to stop the president's consolidation of power.
State Rep. Gene Wu, the Texas House minority leader, said some lawmakers brought their children with them, while others keep up with family through FaceTime. "Dealing with people's family members was one of our biggest hurdles," he said. "We have members here who are taking care of relatives in hospice. We have members here who are single parents."
In Illinois, Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer has been making preparations for his daughter's quinceanera, a coming-of-age ceremony. The celebration is scheduled for later this month, and, depending on the outcome of the quorum break, he could miss it. From afar, he has made arrangements for the venue, catering and flowers.
"A quorum break is not a walk in the park -- it's not a staycation," he said. "It is a grind."

Thank-you notes adorn the office door nameplate of Texas Rep. Gene Wu (D) at the State Capitol on Aug. 8. (Rodolfo Gonzalez/AP)


Rep. Linda Garcia brought her 9-year-old son with her after explaining to him that they might face threats and that she could be arrested. He was calm and brave as she talked to him, she said. As they rode a bus with Garcia's colleagues to the airport, news broke that the group was fleeing the state. A staff member alerted them that reporters might be at the airport and told everyone to keep their heads down to avoid eye contact and not say anything, Garcia said.
"He said, 'Mommy, I'm scared,' and I thought, did I make a mistake?" Garcia said. "So I tried to assure him and calm him down and explain that there are a lot of people protecting us."
Howard decided to bring her grandson with her when she left the state because she is his primary caregiver, with his mother in a recovery program. He has become a sort of "mascot" for the group, she said -- and the experience has brought her closer to colleagues who have helped her take care of him.
"The support we've given to one another has been incredible," she said.
Wu said lawmakers are still managing their legislative offices: "We're still answering emails, we're responding to constituents. We're still planning out, like, town halls and everything for further down the road. We still have a job to do."
Beyond their legislative commitments, members of the Texas legislature typically have other careers, including as lawyers, business owners or real estate agents, and serve part-time in the Texas House. Many of those who left the state now have to manage those responsibilities from afar.
Rep. Sheryl Cole represents parts of the Austin area, but she also has her own legal practice, which she is trying to manage remotely from Illinois. "I do the calls and stuff like that, work, in between sessions in the evening," she said.
Rep. Suleman Lalani, who represents a district that includes Sugar Land, is also a doctor in private practice in the Sugar Land and greater Houston area. He said he had to call colleagues to ask them to see his patients while he is out of state "so they do not suffer ... but, of course, there's a financial hardship on my side."
Time is not on the Democratic lawmakers' side. Texas House Speaker Dustin Burrows (R) said Tuesday that if Democrats do not return by Friday, Republican lawmakers will end the special session that day. Abbott said he would immediately call a new 30-day special session, which Burrows would gavel in later Friday.

Texas House Speaker Dustin Burrows gavels out at the Capitol in Austin on Monday. (Jay Janner/AP)


The move essentially restarts the clock, forcing Democrats to decide whether they're willing to stay away for an additional four weeks -- or longer. Democrats have not said whether they would stay away beyond the current special session. Abbott said Tuesday that he will keep calling special sessions until the Democrats come back.
In the meantime, Texas Republicans are trying to pressure the absent Democrats to return. They have threatened $500 daily fines for anyone who left -- an amount that in just two weeks would nearly match the annual $7,200 salary that Texas lawmakers are paid. And Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) has said the FBI has agreed to help track down the Democratic lawmakers. The FBI has declined to comment on what, if anything, it is doing, and Democrats said the agency has no authority over them. But many are worried about the potential cost and mounting personal toll of their absence.
Lalani is one of the 13 absent Democrats whom the Texas attorney general is seeking to expel by stating in a legal filing that they have "released a public statement admitting that the purpose and intent of the absences is to disrupt the work of the House." Lalani said the situation was "very stressful" but called it "a smaller price to pay for democracy."
"We are here to fight," he added.
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Putin and Trump have met before. Here's how those encounters went.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Politics
The GOP is betting Latino Trump voters will keep them in power. That's no sure thing.
The congressional maps Republicans are drawing to boost their chances of keeping control of Congress depend on preserving their gains with Hispanic voters.

Rick Salinas looks out at his family's cemetery on El Toro Ranch in Starr County, Texas. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2025-08-14
MISSION, Texas -- As Texas Republicans draw new congressional maps intended to boost their party's chances of keeping control of the U.S. House next year, they're betting on Latino voters like Yzena Cuellar.
Cuellar, a 48-year-old middle school science teacher who was raised as a Democrat, broke with her family and voted last year for President Donald Trump. But that does not make her a Republican, she said, noting that she voted for Democrats in other races and may do so again next year.
"Am I going to say it's just Republicans from now on? No," Cuellar said on Sunday evening at her partner's ranch near the U.S. southern border. "I'm not going to be a shut door. I'm going to be open to both sides."

Rick Salinas and Yzena Cuellar at El Toro Ranch in South Texas. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Political leaders in Washington and Austin have assumed that the five newly drawn congressional districts -- which Trump would have won by at least 10 percentage points in last year's election -- will be safe Republican seats if the Texas legislature approves them. The battle over altering the maps in Texas has escalated into a broader national fight, with Texas Democratic lawmakers leaving the state to delay a vote and governors in blue states threatening to retaliate by redrawing their own maps.
But the new maps in Texas, to varying degrees, depend on Republicans keeping voters like Cuellar and expanding on Trump's historic inroads among Latinos in South Texas and across the country. Three of the five newly drawn Republican districts will have a higher percentage of Hispanic voters.
Nowhere is the GOP's bet more on display than in the 28th Congressional District, a border area currently represented by Rep. Henry Cuellar (D), who is not related to Yzena Cuellar. Under the new maps, nearly 90 percent of the 28th District's voting-age population would be Hispanic, a significant increase from the 72 percent under the previous maps.
Part of the change comes from Republicans having redrawn the district to include part of Hidalgo County, which Trump flipped in 2024, a first for a GOP presidential nominee in more than 50 years. But that same county -- home to Mission -- also voted for the Democratic U.S. House and Senate candidates, as well as other Democrats down the ballot.
It's clear that Republicans have created an opening along the border -- once a Democratic stronghold that has shifted rightward in recent election cycles -- but that doesn't mean they've locked down a new generation of GOP voters, according to conversations with more than two dozen Latino voters, elected officials and strategists.
Many here expressed disappointment in Trump's mass deportation policy, saying they thought he was going to focus only on criminals, not hardworking undocumented immigrants who have been in the country for years. Others said they didn't feel he was focusing enough on bringing the cost of living down. Most had not made up their minds about 2026, expressing a range of openness to backing Republicans.

Tourists pose for a photo last week at the Chimney Park RV Resort along the Rio Grande, a popular spot for views of the border. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Yzena Cuellar disagrees with Trump's immigration enforcement policies. She's seen the fallout firsthand: Several of her students' parents have been deported. Some stopped showing up for class at the end of the last school year because they were scared. One student at her school, she said, died by suicide after her parents were deported to Mexico.
But she doesn't regret voting for Trump and remains open-minded about next year's elections, she said.
Cuellar's partner, Rick Salinas, also supported Trump last year but believes the president is squandering that support.
"It was a question of trying something else -- trying something new," Salinas, 59, said on Sunday afternoon as he ate menudo -- a traditional Mexican soup -- at a Mexican restaurant here after going to Mass with his daughter.

Father Roy Snipes speaks to parishioners during Sunday Catholic Mass inside Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Mission. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Salinas was frustrated with Democrats because he felt they had moved too far to the left, focusing on social issues such as trans rights and abortion at the expense of jobs and the economy. Latinos in the Rio Grande Valley tend to be more socially conservative and focused on getting ahead to support their families, he said.
"We voted for him because we want prosperity," said Salinas, a defense attorney who is running in the nonpartisan race for mayor of Mission, a town of roughly 88,000.
But he's angry about how Trump has cracked down so dramatically on immigration. He jokes that people in the Rio Grande Valley would be the first to help Trump round up and deport criminals. But to deport people who are working hard and have been in the United States for many years? That's wrong, he said.
Some residents would be more open to accepting the deportation tactics if they were boosting the economy, he said.
"But it's not. It's not helping anybody. The price of construction just went up, and I don't see a bunch of U.S. citizens lining up to take those jobs," Salinas said.

Segments of the border wall are visible from Chimney Park RV Resort along the Rio Grande. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


And while he's not closed off to voting for Republicans in the future, he feels that a lot of people in South Texas who put their trust in Trump may just "go back to what they had before."
"You're counting on a Mexican American to vote Republican again? That's a crazy-a-- bet, bro," Salinas said. "Because down here, what makes a difference is dollars and cents."
Matt Brownfield, a longtime Texas-based GOP strategist and founder of the firm Pelican Campaigns, argued that Republicans aren't banking solely on Trump's 2024 gains here, or even other recent electoral trends in their favor.
"The bet is that South Texas is in play," Brownfield said.
Republicans have been able to capitalize on an opening after years of neglect from state and national Democrats, who assumed Latinos here would always vote for them, he said. They also benefited as Democrats began criticizing law enforcement, he said, noting that many Hispanics here see U.S. Border Patrol jobs as tickets to economic advancement.
Carlos Odio, co-founder of Equis Research, a Democratic Latino research and polling firm, said Republicans are taking a "big gamble" with the 28th Congressional District. Rep. Cuellar won his seat by a comfortable margin -- outperforming Trump by 13 percentage points -- in the 2024 election. But Democrats should not expect Latino voters who backed Trump to return to the fold overnight -- even if many disapprove of Trump's mass deportation policy, he said.
"Some part of the Democratic vote is probably gone for the foreseeable future, even with everything that's happening," Odio said. "But then another big portion of it, and I don't know the exact mix quite yet ... is and will be a persuadable voter."
On Monday afternoon, Rep. Cuellar was already operating as if the redrawn maps were locked in as he mingled in a room of roughly 50 Hidalgo County elected officials at La Fogata restaurant.

Rep. Henry Cuellar (D) with Texas Farm Bureau members on Monday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Cuellar -- an 11-term congressman from Laredo and one of Texas's longest-serving Democrats in Congress -- told attendees it was a reunion, noting that he represented part of the county just a few years ago, before 2022 changes were enacted.
In an interview, Cuellar -- who won reelection last year despite a federal indictment accusing the incumbent of bribery and money laundering -- expressed confidence that he would withstand any changes, pointing to ticket-splitters.
"Hispanics are conservative by nature, but that doesn't mean automatically they're going to vote Republican," Cuellar said.
He pulled in Everardo "Ever" Villarreal, a Hidalgo County commissioner and a Democrat, as he continued to talk about how national Democrats didn't understand the values of South Texas Democrats. That's what allowed Trump to triumph in the valley last year, they said.
"I would worry if you were running against Trump," Villarreal said. "But, oh yeah, we know the difference."

The ranch has been in Rick Salinas's family for generations. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


On Sunday afternoon, Salinas and his partner Yzena talked about politics with Raul Benavides, who manages Salinas's ranch, which has been in the family for more than 100 years and is roughly 30 minutes west of Mission in neighboring Starr County. They recalled how almost everyone here used to vote Democrat reflexively but said people have grown more politically diverse.
Benavides, 52, has been living in the U.S. for about 20 years and had never voted for president until he cast his ballot for Trump in 2024.
Before, Benavides had voted only in local races, because he didn't feel he knew enough about national politics to make a decision on who should run the country. Typically, he voted for Democrats -- though not exclusively, he said, pointing out that he remembered voting for Republican Rick Perry as governor of Texas.

Raul Benavides drives an ATV-style vehicle across El Toro Ranch. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Trump had convinced him with his brash style. Seven months into Trump's second term, Benavides said he was largely pleased. He felt for the families being affected by Trump's immigration crackdown, but he thought many of Trump's policies, particularly tariffs, would help cattle ranchers like him.
"Nothing bad is happening to me," Benavides said. "The truth is, I think his agenda will be good for us economically in the long run."
"Tengo fe," he added. I have faith.

Cats at El Toro Ranch on Sunday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Benavides said he hasn't given much thought to how he'll vote in the midterms, given that the election is more than a year away. His vote will depend, in part, he said, on how the economy is doing.
"Vamos a ver," he said. We'll see.
Data analysis by Lenny Bronner and Hannah Bensen. Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Politics
Trump says a second meeting with Putin will likely be more important than Friday's
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's second term and the Republican-led Congress.

(Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Brianna Tucker, Dylan Wells, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Marley, Joe Heim, Sophia Solano, Justin Jouvenal, Olivia George, Marianna Sotomayor, Salvador Rizzo, Kyle Swenson, Paul Kiefer, Marissa Lang, Ben Brasch, Tara  Copp, Travis Andrews, Janay Kingsberry, Meagan Flynn, Emma Uber, Jenny Gathright, Erin Cox, Jonathan Edwards, Matt Viser, Spencer Hsu, Paul Duggan, Victoria Craw, Victoria Benning, Michael Birnbaum, Andrew Jeong, Grace  Moon, Anne Branigin, Roxanne Roberts, Karla Adam, Hannah Knowles, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Ellen Francis, Mark Berman | 2025-08-14
President Donald Trump sought to lower expectations for his scheduled meeting in Alaska on Friday with Russian President Vladimir Putin, telling reporters that a second meeting that would include Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky would be more consequential. "There's a very good chance that we're going to have a second meeting, which will be more productive than the first," Trump told reporters. Earlier Wednesday, Trump took part in a call with European leaders about the war between Russia and Ukraine. He also visited the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington to announce this year's nominees for the Kennedy Center Honors. Trump revamped the center's board this year and said Wednesday that he will host the annual prize ceremony.
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Courts & Law
Appeals court says Trump officials can withhold billions in foreign aid
The ruling is a significant -- if possibly temporary -- victory in Trump's push for greater authority over spending mandated by Congress.

Pallets of food for children are marked for disposal at a warehouse in Pooler, Georgia, on July 30, part of tons of expired food in the warehouse that must be destroyed because it has passed its expiration date. (Stephen B. Morton/For The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-08-13
A federal appeals court on Wednesday ruled that the Trump administration can withhold tens of billions of dollars in foreign aid, handing the president a significant -- if possibly temporary -- victory in his push to exercise greater authority over spending mandated by Congress.
A panel of the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit lifted a federal judge's preliminary injunction that ordered the Trump administration to appropriate the money for food, medicine and development. The 2-1 ruling came over the sharp objections of the only Democratic-appointed judge on the panel.
The panel majority, which included judges appointed by Republicans George H.W. Bush and Donald Trump, found international aid groups that sued over Trump's sweeping freeze on foreign assistance did not have standing to bring a lawsuit.
"The district court erred in granting that relief because the grantees lack a cause of action to press their claims," they wrote.
Plaintiffs quickly announced they would ask for a review by the full, 15-judge D.C. Circuit court. They have accused the Trump administration of seeking to withhold the funding until it expires at the end of the fiscal year, on Sept. 30, as more than 60,000 metric tons of food aid -- some rotting -- sits undelivered in warehouses.
The three-judge panel did not rule on the broader issue of whether Trump had the power to impound spending approved by Congress, which has emerged as a major flash point in Trump's second term as he's held up allocations across the government. Critics have accused Trump of usurping Congress's constitutionally mandated power of the purse.
Judge Florence Y. Pan, an appointee of President Joe Biden, echoed that argument in her dissent.
"At bottom, the court's acquiescence in and facilitation of the Executive's unlawful behavior derails the 'carefully crafted system of checked and balanced power' that serves as the 'greatest security against tyranny -- the accumulation of excessive authority in a single branch,'" Pan wrote, partially quoting a previous ruling.
Trump announced a freeze on billions of dollars in foreign aid as one of his first acts in office in January, saying the spending was not aligned with American values or interests. The move prompted lawsuits by international aid groups and warnings of a humanitarian crisis.
A recent study in The Lancet predicted the cuts could lead to up to 14 million additional deaths -- including 4 million to 5 million children under the age of 5 -- by 2030. AIDS cases were also expected to spike in Africa.
"Today's decision is a significant setback for the rule of law and risks further erosion of basic separation of powers principles," Lauren Bateman, an attorney for one of the plaintiffs, Public Citizen Litigation Group, said in a statement. "In the meantime, countless people will suffer disease, starvation and death."
The Trump administration dismantled the U.S. Agency for International Development, which administered much of the aid, and folded it into the State Department, laying off thousands of employees. The administration also canceled more than 10,000 foreign aid awards issued through USAID and the State Department.
U.S. District Judge Amir Ali announced a temporary restraining order on part of the freeze in February, which resulted in a major legal showdown. Ali found the Trump administration had failed to restart the flow about $2 billion for work already completed, eventually setting a 36-hour deadline for Trump officials to comply.
The Trump administration appealed that ruling to the Supreme Court, which stayed the deadline, but ultimately found Ali could order the Trump administration to restart the funding.
Ali issued a preliminary injunction against the funding freeze in March, finding Trump did not have the authority to withhold the aid and did not have any intention of spending it. Ali said Trump officials had to reallocate the billions of dollars for the 10,000 aid awards they canceled.
Trump officials have said they planned to comply with any court orders. But they have done little to allocate the money in the five months since the order was issued.
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White House
Trump is rushing to build his ballroom. A review process could take years.
The National Capital Planning Commission has taken years to approve much smaller White House projects than a ballroom planned by President Trump.

President Donald Trump responds to reporters as he walks on the roof of the White House on Aug. 5. (Shawn Thew/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Jonathan Edwards | 2025-08-13
President Donald Trump is rushing to break ground next month on a giant White House ballroom, but has not yet submitted the project for a review that experts said is required by law and often takes years to complete.
A security fence and a tennis pavilion -- neither of which involved the White House itself -- each took more than a year to move through the National Capital Planning Commission, which vets construction of and renovation to the region's federal buildings. The Trump administration plans to start work next month on a $200 million, 90,000-square-foot structure that would nearly double the footprint of the main building and its East and West wings.
Records show the project has yet to be reviewed by the commission. Three former planning commission members told The Washington Post that a review of any exterior construction project at the White House is required by federal law.
"If we had jurisdictional review over a fence, we would logically have jurisdiction over an entire wing being added to the White House," said L. Preston Bryant Jr., who chaired the commission for nearly a decade before stepping down in 2019.
At first, Trump administration officials said a 1964 executive order allows the president to bypass the commission. But after a Post reporter pointed out the legal requirement, officials said the commission "will be a part of that process at the appropriate time."
Since taking office in January, Trump has overseen myriad interior design retouches, vowed to replace a "terribly" remodeled bathroom in the Lincoln Bedroom and paved over the Rose Garden lawn. He also installed twin 88-foot flagpoles on the north and south White House lawns -- projects that Bryant said probably should have gone through the commission. But the ballroom project is far bigger and clearly dear to Trump's heart, rectifying a problem that has irked him for at least 15 years: a lack of entertaining capacity. Currently, for events with more than 250 guests, workers must erect what Trump has called an "old broken canvas tent."

A rendering released by the White House shows the new State Dining Room commissioned by President Donald Trump. (McCrery Architects/The White House) 


Trump's passion for the plan was on display last week as he walked the White House roofline with an architect, reveling in his latest and most ambitious effort to leave his mark on the iconic building. When reporters shouted questions, Trump coyly replied that he was "taking a little walk" and trying to find "more ways to spend my money for the country."
"Anything I do is financed by me," he said, a reference to his promise to help pay for the $200 million project, which he has said will be privately funded. Trump has promised to release a list of donors, though no private donations have yet been "locked in," a senior White House official said Thursday.
The National Capital Planning Commission has one public meeting scheduled, on Sept. 4, before Trump plans to begin work on the ballroom. No agenda has been posted. The 12-member body, composed of presidential and mayoral appointees, Cabinet secretaries and local officials, is likely to present a friendly audience. One member, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser, declined to comment on the commission's involvement in the project. Others did not respond to requests for comment.
Planning commission spokesman Stephen Staudigl said Friday that the agency looks "forward to reviewing the submission when it comes before the Commission."

The newly paved Rose Garden and one of the newly installed 88-foot flagpoles, two of Trump's White House remodeling projects. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


Meanwhile, the pace and impact of the project has elicited concern from some historians, architects and former commission members who say the public should have a voice in the process
On Tuesday, the American Institute of Architects, citing the organization's role as "perpetual guardian of the White House's architectural integrity," urged officials to take the project through a more rigorous review process. Doing so would ensure the project meshes with the White House's neoclassical design and historic sightlines and draws the most qualified architect and design team, association president Evelyn Lee and interim CEO Stephen Ayers said in an open letter. It also would establish trust with the public by allowing people to meaningfully participate, the letter said.
Changes to "a national treasure and an enduring symbol of our democracy" should reflect the importance, scale and symbolism of the White House itself, they wrote. "So, too, must the process rise to the significance of the building and the extent of the proposed Alterations."
Trump, a lifelong developer who prides himself on his eye for detail, has embraced his role as tastemaker-in-chief, publicly polling Cabinet members about gilding the Cabinet Room's ceiling molding, gushing over the "perfect marble" in a Qatari palace and ordering top officials to submit recommendations for "promoting beautiful federal civic architecture."
Presidents do have a meaningful say over design elements inside the White House, according to the terms of the 1964 executive order, which was referenced by multiple federal spokespeople in response to questions about the ballroom. The order creates a preservation committee, which reports to the president, and charges its members with preserving "the museum character" of certain parts of the White House's interior. It also establishes the position of White House curator to care for and preserve "the historic and artistic contents" of the building, specifically mentioning furniture, fixtures and decorations. The order does not, however, mention new construction.
The White House preservation committee is separate from the National Capital Planning Commission, which Congress established in 1924 as the central planning agency for the region's federal buildings. By law, the commission reviews all improvement projects on local military bases, courthouses and government agency headquarters. Staff members typically handle smaller ones like sidewalk expansions, while the full commission reviews larger ones such as a new wing at the Pentagon.
Large projects undergo a rigorous, four-step review, Bryant said, ending with a presentation at a public commission meeting. At each stage, commission staff and commissioners give feedback on details ranging from aesthetics to environmental impacts.
The 3,500-foot perimeter fence surrounding the White House involved five public meetings over nearly two years as the commission took pains to ensure the fence comported with federal environmental laws and "the historic and symbolic importance of the White House and the surrounding grounds."
Four years elapsed between the first meeting in May 2015 during the Obama administration and construction, as commissioners and staff scrutinized details ranging from the thickness of the fence pickets, the spacing between them and the look of anti-climbing features, weighing security against the public's ability to see the White House through the fence.
"We didn't want the White House, a symbol of democracy, to look like a fortress," Bryant said.

Plans for a revamped White House fence want through multiple public meetings of the National Capital Planning Commission. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In May 2019, the planning commission publicly took up a National Park Service request to build a 1,200-square-foot tennis pavilion on the White House grounds. Behind-the-scenes work on the pavilion had been going on for about 11/2 years, according to the first Trump administration, which said the project was paid for with private donations.
The National Park Service, which is part of the Interior Department, participated in "a standard interagency review process [of Trump's proposed ballroom], offering consultative preservation expertise and support," but the agency does not have final say over approving such projects, spokeswoman Jasmine Shanti said in a statement. She referred questions to the White House about the project's review process, construction plans, funding sources and possible changes to the East Wing.
"As with similar efforts, final decisions rest with the Executive Office of the President," Shanti said.
Presidents may well need a larger space to entertain world leaders and other guests, but building one must go through the proper process as required by law, said Thomas Gallas, who served on the National Capital Planning Commission from 2016 to 2021.
"The public's contribution and input is vital to what the Commission is set out to do, so finding ways to encourage that, even when those visions may be different from what the commission ultimately may decide, it's important to hear that point of view and listen and learn those perspectives," Gallas said, according to the transcript of an interview posted to the commission's website.
Trump echoed that sentiment in his first term when he created the Council on Improving Federal Civic Architecture. Trump said he wanted to give ordinary people influence over the design of government buildings instead of making them subject to the choices of faraway government officials.
"The resulting Federal architecture sometimes impresses the architectural elite, but not the American people who the buildings are meant to serve," Trump wrote in his executive order, adding, "They should also be visibly identifiable as civic buildings and should be selected with input from the local community."
President Joe Biden signed an executive order disbanding the council just over a month after taking office in 2021.
This week, tourist Jeff Steybe stood outside the White House on Pennsylvania Avenue wearing a "We the People" T-shirt. Steybe, 64, said he has no problem with the ballroom project: Trump knows the building and what he and his successors need to lead the country effectively. If that's more space for hosting guests, so be it.
"He's doing it for future administrations, not for himself," said Steybe, a Republican who volunteers to elect conservatives back home in the Chicago area.
But Steybe also said Trump should submit any project with such an enduring legacy for public consideration and approval.
"It is the public's house," Steybe said. "Even if he's paying for it, it's not his."
Emily Davies contributed to this report.
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Opinions
The hypocrisy of recognizing Palestine but not Taiwan
A functioning democracy is left in limbo while a divided entity gains diplomatic standing.

Supporters of Taiwan's ruling Democratic Progressive Party display flags at a pro-recall election rally in Taipei on July 24. (Ritchie B Tongo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Vincent C. Chen | 2025-08-14
Vincent C. Chen, a telecommunications consultant, serves on the advisory boards of two Taiwan-based organizations, the Taiwan Thinktank and the Foundation for Future Generations.
Many Western democracies lining up to recognize a Palestinian state are in the process of conferring legitimacy on something that, legally speaking, doesn't yet exist. Meanwhile, an economically crucial and politically functional democratic state that Western leaders have vowed to aid in case of outside aggression -- Taiwan -- remains unrecognized. This kind of hypocrisy invites trouble.
Those trying to will a Palestinian state into being are doing so to constrain Israel's ability to intervene. And yet no such moves are being contemplated on Taiwan's behalf vis-a-vis China. By recognizing one entity and not the other, Western leaders are signaling to Beijing that its commitments to Taipei should not be taken too seriously. Tragic miscalculations are likely to follow.
Under Article 1 of the Montevideo Convention, a state must possess a defined territory, permanent population, effective government and a capacity for international relations. Taiwan meets -- and often exceeds -- all these criteria. It is home to more than 23 million people, with a vibrant democracy, an independent judiciary, a professional military, a national currency and a full administrative bureaucracy. It trades internationally as "Taiwan," maintains representative offices in dozens of countries and engages with virtually every major economy.
This year, Taiwan's gross domestic product is set to surpass $800 billion. Freedom House scores its democracy at 94/100 -- more free than Britain and nearly on par with Germany. The Economist Intelligence Unit ranks it 12th in the world for democratic governance, the highest in Asia. Taiwanese passports grant visa-free travel to almost 140 countries.
Taiwan also contributes globally across humanitarian, medical, educational and agricultural domains. From providing earthquake relief in Japan and Turkey, to donating covid-19 supplies worldwide, to supporting Ukrainian refugees, Taiwan has consistently demonstrated its willingness to shoulder international responsibility.
Compare Taiwan's reality to that of Palestine: Insofar as a coherent Palestinian entity can be identified, it remains politically divided, lacks stable governance and has completely undefined borders. Yet over 140 U.N. member states recognize it, and it has held nonmember observer status at the United Nations since 2012. Meanwhile Taiwan, with full sovereign functionality and its diverse international contributions, is excluded from the U.N. system and forced to operate under the name "Chinese Taipei."
This stark contrast reflects a failure of political courage. Western democracies' refusal to recognize Taiwan stems not from doubts over qualifications, but rather from fear of economic retaliation from China. Yet this diplomatic self-censorship undermines the very rules-based international order the West purports to defend. If and when China launches an invasion and calls it an "internal matter," any legal and political legitimacy the West would hope to muster in opposing such a move would be hobbled.
In strategic terms, Taiwan's importance is indisputable. Over 90 percent of the world's most advanced semiconductors are produced by Taiwan. These chips power not only AI development but also military systems, health care technologies and global supply chains. If the 20th century was defined by dependence on Middle Eastern oil, the 21st century is defined by reliance on Taiwanese chips. Protecting Taiwan is essential to preserving the global technological ecosystem -- and the economic stability of the free world.
Nevertheless, Chinese President Xi Jinping has reaffirmed his (legally baseless) commitment to "reunifying" Taiwan with the mainland. And on his watch, China has abandoned any pretense of "peaceful rise"  and is increasingly defining itself against the existing Western-led order. It has exploited globalization -- using state subsidies and dumping practices to hollow out Western industries across steel, aluminum, solar panels, batteries and electric vehicles -- while channeling those gains into military expansion and active support for anti-Western regimes.
Ambiguity on Taiwan's status is no longer geopolitically viable. Japan has declared that "Taiwan's security is Japan's security." French, German, and Canadian warships now pass through the Taiwan Strait. Lithuania and the Czech Republic have elevated diplomatic engagement with Taiwan. NATO's 2024 communique stated that peace in the Indo-Pacific is essential to global strategic stability.
And the United States is also moving decisively. It is deepening military ties with Australia and the Philippines. In May, at the Shangri-La Dialogue, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth declared, "Any attempt by Communist China to conquer Taiwan by force would result in devastating consequences for the Indo-Pacific and the world," adding, "If deterrence fails ... we are prepared to do what the Department of Defense does best -- fight and win -- decisively." Separately, his colleagues at the Defense Department reportedly urged Asian allies to abandon ambiguity and enhance both defense budgets and military capabilities.
But these strong words alone will not be enough. Full recognition should follow. If the international community can consider recognizing as unqualified a candidate as Palestine, it can surely bring itself to quickly do the same for the far more developed democracy in Taiwan.
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Russian expansionism
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Vladimir Putin's territorial interests.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2025-08-14

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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Opinions
By almost any measure, Spain is doing something right
Goldman Sachs analysts have crowned Spain as Europe's fastest-growing economy.

Tourists walk around Sagrada Familia Basilica during a heat wave in Barcelona on June 30. (Albert Gea/Reuters)


By Jim Geraghty | 2025-08-14
BARCELONA -- I wanted to start this column by joking that Spain is the land of the two-hour breakfast, the three-hour lunch and the four-hour dinner, where everyone sits around eating and drinking terrific food and wine and leisurely lamenting that the economy is growing so slowly.
But that joke doesn't quite work anymore, because the economic analysts at the investment bank Goldman Sachs has crowned Spain "Europe's fastest growing major economy." And that's after the Economist magazine ranked Spain's economy the best in the world in 2024, when it grew 3.5 percent on the year.
Goldman Sachs estimates that the Spanish economy will grow by 1.9 percent in 2026 and 1.7 percent in 2027. (The European Commission projects Spain's "real GDP growth is expected to remain robust in 2025, reaching 2.6 percent, and to soften in 2026 to 2 percent.") By American standards, those are modest numbers, but not too far behind our 2.8 percent growth rate in 2024.
Is it because of the record number of tourists like me coming here and spending money on all that excellent food and wine? A bit, but according to Goldman Sachs, "the tourism rebound certainly was pivotal early on, but the composition of services activity in Europe has shifted toward subsectors with more value added per employee -- including finance, real estate, information and communications technology, and professional services."
An economy that relies heavily on services can still be a thriving economy. When President Donald Trump talks about trade, he talks almost exclusively in terms of goods -- cars, agricultural products, etc. Yes, the United States has a trade deficit with many countries when it comes to goods, but we also have a trade surplus in services with many, including China, the European Union, Mexico and Vietnam. That surplus partially offsets the deficit in goods, and there is no way that the president of the United States has not had this explained to him, probably multiple times. But for some reason, it never seems to stick.
Goldman Sachs also notes, "Spain's economy is also getting a boost from immigration. The country is taking in more people relative to the size of its population than Germany, France, or Italy, and the latest influx is characterized by immigrants with higher levels of education and job skills."
Yes, some immigrants come to a country with mischief and mayhem on their minds, borders should be secure, and those who have entered the country illegally and have no legitimate claim to asylum should be returned to their country of legal residence.
But "immigration" and "illegal immigration" are not synonyms, and skilled legal immigrants can add a lot to an economy. In his first term, Trump reduced legal immigration, and he has made moves to do the same so far in his second term.
Spain has an estimated 9.3 million foreign-born residents, almost 20 percent of the population. A Bank of Spain analysis suggests immigration "contributed over 20 percent to the near 3 percent GDP per capita income growth during 2022-2024." When you turn your country into an expatriate's paradise, you attract a lot of talent. Last October, Spanish President Pedro Sanchez told Parliament, "Spain needs to choose between being an open and prosperous country or a closed-off, poor country. It's as simple as that." The country's fertility rate (1.12) ranks near the very bottom of all of Europe, so if Spain's population is to grow and its economy is to thrive, it needs infusions of new talent, intellectual capital and labor.
I can hear it now from the New York mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani fan club: "Spain's in great shape because its government is run by the Socialist party!" Except, compared with most of the rest of Europe's larger and more prosperous economies, Spain has a fairly low tax-to-GDP ratio -- in 2023 it was 37.3 percent, compared to France (45.6 percent), Belgium (44.8 percent) Denmark (44.1 percent), Italy (42.8 percent), and 40 percent across the European Union as a whole. This is not to say that taxes are low and particularly not by American standards. But it also demonstrates that the widely envied European quality of life doesn't necessarily require exorbitant tax rates.
Spain has its problems, no doubt. The country was a frustrating outlier in its refusal to boost defense spending to 5 percent, like all the other members of NATO. In June, Sanchez insisted that a small boost will be sufficient to meet Spain's commitment to the alliance: "Spain will need 2.1 percent of its GDP to acquire and maintain all the personnel, all the equipment, all the infrastructure requested by the Alliance to confront these threats with our capabilities. So 2.1 percent, no more, no less."
That, no doubt, will irk Trump, but Spain will be less hard hit by the president's tariff mania, because its share of exports to the United States is markedly below the European average -- just $18.4 billion in 2024.
Add it all up, and Spain is doing pretty well by most measures. No wonder no one in this country seems eager to end their leisurely meals in the cafes.
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Opinions
Our institutions aren't failing. We are.
It is the American people who must hold the president accountable, and we're failing spectacularly.

A protester gestures toward an upside-down American flag hanging on the gate outside the White House on May 1. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post) 


By Matt Bai | 2025-08-14
There's a lot of talk now about failing institutions. Every time President Donald Trump pushes the boundaries of his power -- this month alone, he commanded Texas to create more Republican congressional seats and staged a hostile takeover of D.C. -- his critics ask: Will no one stand in his way? Where are the pillars of democracy when we need them?
I've raised these questions myself, yet lately I'm coming around to another way of thinking. Maybe the most culpable institution in our national breakdown isn't any branch of government or industry -- but rather the American people.
We're the ones expressly charged with holding a rogue president accountable, and we're failing spectacularly.
I'm not saying that our trusted institutions are blinding anyone with their reflected glory right now. Congress and the Supreme Court seem determined to cede their own prerogatives if it makes Trump happy. Media executives, law firm partners, CEOs and university presidents are queuing up to pay him off. For anyone who once considered America exceptional among nations, it's sickening.
But as the architects of Trump's agenda clearly understand, none of these institutions are really equipped to rein in a rapacious, imperial president. Even if judges and lawmakers wanted to plant themselves in Trump's path (and a lot of lower-court judges have certainly tried), the best they could do is issue orders and hold a bunch of hearings.
The president is the only official we have who is directly chosen by the entire populace, and the system is designed to insulate that office from the parochial interests of elites. It operates under the assumption -- sound in every instance, until now -- that although the president may test the limits of laws and customs, he or she will ultimately feel bound by them.
There is no obvious way to enforce this, which is why we refer to a clash between branches as a constitutional crisis rather than, say, a mere dispute. It's also why I think the center-right justices on the Supreme Court seem so determined to avoid a showdown with Trump. The quickest way to erode your own power is to demonstrate that, when push comes to shove, you really don't have any.
The Constitution leaves only one clear instrument by which to hold an aspiring autocrat accountable: impeachment. In recent years, when filing articles of impeachment has become about as common as lapel pins on Capitol Hill, we've come to think of that process as an ordinary courtroom for presidential misdemeanors, like "Law & Order: Executive Branch."
The real idea behind impeachment, though, is to give voters an emergency brake. It's essentially a recall process, initiated by the half of Congress that's designed to be highly sensitive to public opinion. If an overwhelming majority of the public decides that a president poses too much of a threat to wait until the next election, lawmakers have little choice but to listen or be tossed aside themselves.
This, after all, is what finally undid Richard M. Nixon in 1974. It wasn't that a congressional committee found him in contempt of its orders, or that the Supreme Court demanded he comply. It was that Nixon had lost the electorate and knew he was certain to be impeached, then removed from office by the Senate. He decided to resign instead.
Trump, of course, faces no such jeopardy. He survived two impeachments during his first term (both of which I thought were ill-advised, for different reasons), and Republican leaders now seem more likely to put him on U.S. currency. Why? Because as much as Trump's rogue agenda -- the usurping of budgetary authority, the retribution against his adversaries, the blatant shakedowns and moneymaking schemes -- might anguish the idealists among us, a jaded public doesn't seem to care.
I'm not talking about the large segment of voters who disdain Trump, or the celebrity-loving Trumpists who would make him Pharaoh if they could. I'm talking mainly about the centrist and conservative voters who wince at what Trump does and wish he were a better person -- but for whom tax cuts and anti-woke policies seem worth the trade-off. These are the voters who got Trump elected, and these are the voters who enable him still, more than any judge or congressman.
If those voters rebelled (and they might yet, given that the midterm elections are still more than a year away), then I'm guessing that all the institutions we decry would find their backbones pretty quickly. Politics and industry are captive to polls, and no one contentedly sips martinis on a sinking ship.
But as long as Trump is seen by a healthy plurality as the flawed but tolerable instrument of their anti-elite, anti-government rage, then we shouldn't expect other institutions to keep him in check. That's not their brief. It's ours.
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D.C. has a real crime problem. Federal control won't solve it.
Trump is right to worry about the homicide rate in the District. So should the city's progressives. 

President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference about D.C. crime at the White House on Monday. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Megan McArdle | 2025-08-13
I make a point of agreeing with President Donald Trump whenever he is right about something, and I'm afraid he is right that in D.C., crime and disorder are a major problem. The problem isn't as big as it was a few years ago, but with crime, as with cancer, "somewhat less of a problem than it was" is not really very good news.
This does not justify Trump's harebrained scheme to deploy the National Guard to patrol the streets, an idea that marries sinister overtones with very limited effectiveness. Nor is the problem likely to be solved by federalizing D.C. law enforcement and prosecutions, as he suggested at a Monday news conference. But Trump's critics will not talk him out of these plans by conjuring the specter of a fascist takeover, nor by arguing that he shouldn't be worried about crime, because after all, look how much it's fallen!
D.C. had 187 homicides in 2024, or about 27 for every 100,000 residents. That is, to be sure, a massive 32 percent drop from the 273 people who were killed in 2023, but that probably wasn't much comfort to those 187 people or their grieving families. And it's horrific compared with Boston, which had 3.7 homicides per 100,000 residents during that same time frame, New York City (4.7) or Los Angeles (7.1). Even a further reduction in 2025 -- year-to-date homicides have fallen 12 percent compared with  the same period last year -- won't bring those numbers anywhere near where they should be. This is the capital city of our country. We ought to be able to do at least as well as other major cities.
Motor vehicle thefts tell a similar story. (I focus on these two crimes because they are somewhat less vulnerable to changes in reporting or statistical methods -- bodies are hard to hide, and car thefts are the best-reported property crime.)  In 2024, New York had almost three times as many cars stolen as D.C. -- in a city that has over 10 times our population. Even adjusting for higher rates of car ownership, that's a huge difference.
And those are just the felonies; disorder, such as public drug use and homelessness, is  also a serious issue. It does not endanger life or property, but it does  make public spaces less usable, fraying the civic fabric that knits a city together.  As Trump said in his news conference, "Washington D.C. should be one of the safest, cleanest and most beautiful cities in the world." At the moment it is not.
So how to solve those problems, if not with the National Guard and tougher federal prosecutions? For starters, D.C.'s progressive establishment needs to show a serious commitment to solving the problem, which means beefing up the criminal justice system, not just hunting for "root causes" that can be addressed by social workers.
That doesn't mean endorsing the harsh rhetoric of Jeanine Pirro, U.S. attorney for D.C., who has suggested she'd like to prosecute more teenagers as adults. Rather, it means hiring enough police, and keeping the police active enough, to ensure that crime doesn't pay.
As Christopher Lewis and Adaner Usmani argued in a 2022 paper, America is underpoliced but overincarcerated. Because we don't have enough police to control crime, violent crime is high compared with the rest of the developed world, and clearance rates are low. We have tried to compensate for this by handing down more severe sentences for those who are caught. Unfortunately, the sort of people who are good at calculating the expected value of their actions tend not to become criminals, so this doesn't work very well -- especially in the case of juveniles, who have been involved in some horrific, high-profile crimes in recent years.
Pirro's approach is approximately backward: We don't need harsher sentences, but more capacity to ensure that some sentence, any sentence, will result from a crime. Staffing fell at the D.C. police department post-pandemic, and so did stops and arrests. Though the situation has stabilized, and crime is now falling from its pandemic highs, the level of violence remains unacceptable. Progressives and conservatives should unite to drive it even lower -- a project of years, not a summer political stunt. We will also need more capacity in the courts and prosecutors' offices, a problem not helped by the administration's purges at the Justice Department.
If we can make prosecution more likely, we can also afford to make it less harsh in many cases: A near-certainty of a long spell of home confinement with an ankle monitor and video surveillance is probably a better deterrent for a 14-year-old than a slight chance of a spell in juvenile detention. And he won't pick up new criminal associates -- or tips on carjacking --  in his bedroom.
Those who are opposed to Trump's recent moves should argue not that they constitute incipient fascism, but that they aren't a real solution. The department needs more money to hire more officers; better training, management and advancement opportunities for those officers; and the assurance that the people they catch will be prosecuted. The City Council, the mayor's office, courts, the Department of Corrections and every other part of government that touches the criminal justice system need to work together to pioneer new approaches that Republicans and Democrats can live with: sanctions focused on deterrence and incapacitation, not retribution or political showmanship.
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Opinions
What Trump needs to remember on his way to Alaska 
Trump rightly wants to end the Ukraine war. He needs to be willing to pressure Russia to do it.

President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk together in Osaka, Japan, on June 28, 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


By David Ignatius | 2025-08-13
As President Dwight D. Eisenhower waited to hear whether an armistice agreement had halted the Korean War in July 1953, he couldn't sleep. He stayed up into the night "talking almost incessantly" about the horrors of battle, according to his aides -- and how a Soviet general had once shocked him by saying he cleared minefields by marching his own troops over them.
What will President Donald Trump be thinking on the eve of his summit Friday in Alaska with Russian President Vladimir Putin? Perhaps he'll just have a Diet Coke and get a good night's rest. Certainly, the White House has been trimming expectations for any breakthrough, with Trump calling it "really a feel-out meeting" and his press secretary saying it would be merely a "listening exercise."
But I would guess that Trump won't be quite as pliable or passive as some of the presummit commentary suggests. He has spoken for more than a year about his passion for ending what he calls a "bloodbath." He has become increasingly frustrated that Putin has been stringing him along and ignoring his requests for compromise. And in Trump's mind, at least, he has flipped the script: Compared with his last meeting with Putin, in 2019, he's far stronger and Putin is much weaker.
"It will not be a listening exercise; it will be a talking exercise," predicted one knowledgeable official after a Trump call Wednesday with European leaders outlining plans for the summit. The official explained: "Trump will tell Putin what the deal is and what he has to do: land for peace. On land, how much and what terms? On peace, how durable and how protected?"
And what if Putin refuses to accept Trump's peace framework? That will pose a test of Trump's ability to act with patience and resolve. Officials tell me Trump is ready to impose the sanctions he has threatened for months. "It will be a humiliation for him" if Putin balks, argued the knowledgeable official. The Senate has already drafted a tough sanctions bill with strong bipartisan support. Trump will need to follow through and punish Moscow, something he has been reluctant to do.
If Putin is smart, he'll drag out the process. He won't say no, but he won't say yes, either. He'll agree to some terms but not others. And until a ceasefire takes hold, he will keep pounding at Ukraine's ever-weaker front lines.
Details are everything in peace negotiations, and Trump's approach is broad strokes. But the basic land-for-peace formula is sensible. Despite President Volodymyr Zelensky's insistence that Ukraine will never cede territory, "everyone knows that land for peace is a reality," argued the official. That's certainly my impression from talking with a range of Ukrainian leaders.
Zelensky wants a ceasefire first, but that might be the grand finale in this process. "They will start with the outcome and then have the ceasefire when the deal is agreed," predicted the knowledgeable official. "The president is an endgame man who has completely lost patience with this."
The crucial issue for Ukraine and other European countries is the security guarantees that would follow a peace deal. Europe will provide the necessary weapons and training for Ukraine's army. But several European officials tell me they expect the United States will have some "skin in the game," including satellite surveillance to monitor any Russian cheating.
Commentators have been searching for a historical analogy to the Anchorage meeting. Some who fear a Trump sellout of Ukraine have likened it to the 1938 Munich summit, where British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain allowed Adolf Hitler to absorb the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. Others have warned of a new Yalta-style division of Europe. Those dangers are certainly present.
An intriguing parallel is Eisenhower's successful effort to end the Korean conflict, which offers some notable similarities: a stalemated war, a recalcitrant ally, a menacing superpower foe, the risk of nuclear conflict.
Ike hated that war, calling it a "tragedy," and pledged to go to Korea to end it. He traveled there soon after his 1952 election victory to press for an armistice. South Korean President Syngman Rhee wanted to keep fighting, but Ike threatened to cut off fuel for his army and was even prepared to have Rhee arrested if he refused a truce.
Here's the lesson for Trump: Eisenhower didn't just pressure his defiant ally (much as Trump has done with Zelensky); he squeezed the other side, too. He warned North Korea and its Soviet and Chinese backers that if they didn't end the war, the United States might use nuclear weapons. To sustain the peace after the armistice, Eisenhower crafted a mutual defense treaty for South Korea, explains Harvard professor Graham Allison. Today, South Korea is an economic miracle.
Ukraine needs a settlement of this war now. After more than three years of brutal aggression, its people are "war-weary," says Kevin Ryan, a retired U.S. Army brigadier general who teaches at the Kyiv School of Economics. The front lines are so depleted that one retired four-star general estimates Ukraine has just a tenth of the people it needs at some key locations. A Gallup poll released this month found that the percentage of Ukrainians who want to keep fighting until victory has fallen from 73 percent in 2022 to 24 percent now. The proportion who favor a negotiated settlement has risen over that same period from 22 percent to 69 percent.
"Putin intends to propose that the war be brought to an end," says Tatiana Stanovaya, a well-informed Kremlin analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. "My understanding is that Putin is prepared to exchange territory," she adds, freezing front lines in Zaporizhzhia and Kherson and withdrawing from areas near Kharkiv and Dnipro if Ukraine cedes Donetsk and Luhansk.
But Stanovaya cautioned in a conversation Wednesday and a social media post that Putin still isn't ready to compromise on his "core demand" of no NATO membership for Ukraine, along with limits on Ukraine's military. That's where this diplomacy will hit ground zero: on the question of Ukraine's sovereignty as a nation.
Trump ordinarily would never quote Gen. Mark A. Milley, who battled him as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. But he might want to open the summit with this Milley comment from November 2022, hundreds of thousands of lives ago: "There has to be a mutual recognition that military victory is ... not achievable through military means. And therefore you need to turn to other means."
Trump is right that it's time to end this war. Both sides have suffered shocking losses. As he enters the meeting room with Putin, Trump should remind himself that a bad deal -- one that neuters Ukraine -- won't work. As with every war, the only peace deal that lasts is a just one.
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The Post's View
China cries foul over Labubu counterfeits. That's rich.
Intellectual property has been a one-way street for too long. Trump's trade talks could help.

Customers peruse the first Pop Mart store selling Labubus in Berlin in July. (Clemens Bilan/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-13
China, long known as the counterfeit capital of the world, has discovered a new respect for intellectual property.
It's hard to say what's more amusing about the meteoric rise of China's Labubu toys: the bizarre appearance of the dolls themselves  or the fact that they've spawned knockoffs that are sometimes just as popular as the originals.
Labubus -- a wildly popular elf-like "monster" created by Hong Kong-born artist Kasing Lung and sold by  Chinese toy giant Pop Mart -- have become so desirable that a group of masked thieves in Los Angeles stole $7,000 worth of them last week. More than $400 million worth of the toys were  sold last  year.
To protect this lucrative innovation, China has launched a crackdown on what are called "Lafufu" dolls. Nearly 49,000 counterfeit toys have been seized by Chinese customs officials in recent weeks. Pop Mart has sued  7-Eleven and seven of its California stores, accusing them of selling knockoffs.
In a landmark ruling in June, a Chinese court sided with Pop Mart against a defendant caught selling unauthorized 3D-printed replicas of the toy. The $1,380 in damages may seem modest, but the symbolism was rich: official recognition that Pop Mart has intellectual property rights - a courtesy not extended to American companies in China.
This is the crux of the problem. Chinese companies such as Pop Mart have access to strong legal protections for copyright and IP violations in the United States, but American companies don't enjoy the same protections in China. Pop Mart, for example, has registered trademarks for Labubu products in the United States, and the American Bar Association notes it has multiple legal tools at its disposal to fight counterfeits.
By contrast, China ranks 24th out of 55 countries in the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's 2024 International IP Index --  far behind the U.S., which ranks No. 1. The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative has China on its priority watch list because of persistent issues including trade-secret theft, forced technology transfer and large-scale counterfeiting.
Foreign companies hardly bother to file IP cases: These cases constitute less than 1 percent of China's IP docket. Even when U.S. companies manage to win IP cases in Chinese courts, they often receive minimal compensation. Enforcement of rulings remains spotty at best.
This comes at a huge cost. According to a 2019 CNBC survey, 1 in 5 companies based in North America said Chinese companies had stolen their intellectual property in the year before. Small businesses are especially vulnerable to IP theft and have led the charge against Chinese IP violations in Congress.
China remains the epicenter of counterfeit goods coming into American markets: China and Hong Kong were the source of more than 93 percent of the total value of counterfeit and pirated goods seized by U.S. Customs and Border Protection in fiscal year 2024. The FBI estimates that Chinese IP theft costs the U.S. economy up to $600 billion a year.
President Donald Trump attempted to tackle this problem with the 2020 "phase one" trade deal, which included provisions requiring China to improve IP protections. While Beijing updated its laws, transparency around foreign cases remained lacking -- and enforcement inconsistent. The deal  expired in 2021 after China failed to meet its commitments. It has not been replaced.
This week, Trump delayed sharper tariffs on goods from China for another 90 days. Negotiators have met in Geneva, London and Stockholm to hammer out a deal. (Trump posted on social media after 11 p.m. on Sunday that he is trying to get China to buy more U.S. soybeans.)
Many issues appear to be on the table besides trade, from drug interdiction to immigration enforcement. Hopefully, IP protections are also a top priority in these talks. Ideally, they will be more enforceable than what Beijing agreed to five years ago. American products deserve the same protections in China that Labubus get here.
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Letters to the Editor
Trump's biggest deal yet: The art of making peace in Ukraine
The Post's readers also encourage Congress to fund foreign aid and ease hunger in Gaza.

(Yulia Morozova/Reuters)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-13
The focus of the Aug. 11 editorial, "A risky peace gamble in Alaska," on the implications of territorial concessions within Ukraine, was insufficient in a world where Russian President Vladimir Putin's long-range goal is reestablishing the power and influence of the Soviet Union and the dissolved Warsaw Pact. Nations on the periphery of Russia are watching closely to see how the West responds to naked revanchism.
Russia is now a militarily powerful country of 140 million people, though its population is declining. Putin's long-term goal of incorporating Ukraine would be a disaster for the United States' national security. If Russia attempts to take control of Ukraine and its 38 million inhabitants, many of whom possess creative warfighting skills, such as drone technology and sabotage, it would seriously undermine Western strength.
But horse-trading in Ukraine that contributes to future concessions from other Russian border states that no longer trust American resolve would be a nightmare for U.S. foreign policy. The nations of the former Soviet Union have a combined population approaching 300 million, which is a potentially vast resource for future military adventurism. Any strategic softness by the United States toward Russia will be felt not just within Ukraine itself, but also along the entire Russian periphery.
When I was a young Marine officer, my battalion engaged in joint maneuvers with NATO-allied Turkish troops in European Turkey. Several days into the operations, we received the sobering news that our position was within range of Warsaw Pact artillery from Russian troops in then-allied Bulgaria. We should not return to those dangerous days of far-flung Russian expansionism.
President Donald Trump should, indeed, be cautious in Alaska. But he should also be briefed on the regional, long-term, geostrategic implications of giving up land for peace in Ukraine.
Jim Kunder, Alexandria
The Aug. 11 editorial stated that President Donald Trump's plan to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska on Friday is "a risky peace gamble" because the board fears that Trump will fail to "proceed carefully and methodically" and to achieve a peace grounded in "a position of long-term strength."
The editorial should have also mentioned that the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Putin in March 2023, charging him with the war crime of unlawfully removing children from Ukraine. The United States is not a member of that court, but a majority of the world's countries are: 125 of the world's 195 countries are members, including some of our principal European allies, such as France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Sweden and Ireland. Those 125 countries are obliged to arrest Putin if he enters their territory.
Putin's actions, and the international condemnation of them, should be kept at the forefront as the United States attempts to achieve peace.
Paul Ramshaw, Washington
Might Alaska be not only a venue but also a model for a long-term Russia-Ukraine deal?
In 1867, the United States purchased Alaska from Russia for  $72 million. In 1803, the United States bought 530 million acres of land called the Louisiana Territory from France for $15 million.
Given the fact Ukraine that will never "trade" territory with Russia, as well as the fact that Ukraine needs billions of dollars to rebuild, our "Let's Make a Deal" president might try to get the post-ceasefire negotiations to focus on Russia buying a certain amount of land for a certain amount of money.
The only way to finally end the war might be a money-for-land agreement like ones the United States, Russia and France made in the 19th century.
Gregory Hedberg, Southampton, New York
Regarding  Marc A. Thiessen's Aug. 8 op-ed, "Hunger in Gaza has many authors":
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his cabinet don't get to absolve themselves of culpability for the hunger in Gaza by acquiescing to food distribution.
Hamas's desire to interrupt aid deliveries doesn't change the fact that the Netanyahu administration is complicit in prolonging the ongoing starvation. After almost two years, Netanyahu should accept the military gains and decimation of the leadership of Hamas and leave Gaza. If that doesn't happen soon, Israelis need to go to the polls and unseat him, along with his government coalition.
As an American Jew whose family was killed in concentration camps, I shudder at the images of starving Palestinians. I don't think my unwavering support of Israel means I should turn a blind eye to the starvation in Gaza. Compassion for  Gazans does not make me anti-Israel; it makes me human.
Steven Lutzer, Los Angeles
As of the end of July, more than 320,000 children in Gaza under the age of 5 were "at risk of acute malnutrition." As scholars of developmental and psychological processes for children, we have been pointing to the systematic starvation, displacement, academic deprivation, and indiscriminate killings of children and families in Gaza for over a year. We are outraged that our national leaders have not exercised all their power to stop these atrocities.
The lack of food and water for families means many mothers with infants have not been able to provide breast milk for their babies, and what formula is available is incredibly expensive. There are also so many wounded children with no surviving family that humanitarian workers in Gaza created an acronym, WCNSF, to account for that population.
Mass starvation, trauma and family separation have long-term effects on children's development. These are emergent conditions that will take generations to rebuild, restore and begin to heal. Children deserve the opportunity to reach their full potential, yet the conditions they face now are depriving them of every marker we know they would need just to survive.
As such, we insist that our world leaders, child development leaders and all those who claim to care about children use every tool at their disposal to end this humanitarian crisis now.
Riana Elyse Anderson, New York
Shannon Snapp, San Francisco
Ariana Rivens, Philadelphia
Regarding the Aug. 10 World article "A wave of starvation is sweeping across Gaza -- and treating it won't be easy":
It's urgent that we provide hunger relief in Gaza, but also to other countries facing imminent starvation.
In war-torn Sudan, there are nearly 25 million people experiencing severe hunger. Parts of Sudan are now declared to be in famine. The United Nations World Food Program needs safe access to those starving in Sudan. It also needs funding because it is far short of what's needed for the mission.
Displaced victims are fleeing Sudan into neighboring South Sudan, where there is also conflict and extreme hunger. Famine is a gathering storm in South Sudan, too. Relief efforts are falling short because of lack of funding.
The Democratic Republic of Congo, Yemen, Haiti and Mali are also experiencing hunger emergencies. Global food aid must be stepped up.
Then-Secretary of State George C. Marshall once said, "Hunger and insecurity are the worst enemies of peace." Hopefully our leaders will recognize this and increase funding for hunger relief in these war-devastated nations.
William Lambers, Cincinnati
The writer partnered with the U.N. World Food Program on the book "Ending World Hunger."
The Aug. 3 front-page article "Vast supplies of U.S. aid are stranded and expiring" underscored the urgent need to ship and distribute thousands of metric tons of lifesaving aid -- already been paid for by the U.S. government -- to starving children around the world before it expires.
To ensure that pallets of ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) reach children, Congress must continue funding organizations such as UNICEF, which maintains robust on-the-ground relationships and in-country logistics expertise to meet its mission of delivering RUTF to treat severely malnourished children in some of the most dangerous and hardest-to-reach regions on the planet. The State Department's new grant to UNICEF to address acute malnutrition across 13 countries for up to 1 million children is a positive step.
Humanitarian assistance provides a significant return on investment for American small businesses, generating more than $770 million in economic impact across 37 states last year alone. It also enables organizations to provide nutritious food, education and basic lifesaving services to the world's most vulnerable children.
Congress and the White House must restore long-standing and bipartisan federal outlays for vital aid that supports our local economies, promotes American values and influence abroad, and helps save the lives of countless children.
Patrick Quirk, Washington
The writer is vice president for global policy and public affairs at UNICEF USA.
Post Opinions wants to know: Are you a working parent trying to balance return-to-office policies with raising young children? Did you leave the workforce as a result of stricter return-to-office policies? Share your responses, and they might be published in the Letters to the Editor section: wapo.st/rto
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Opinions
How Trump can win in Alaska
The president has the right plan for his summit with Vladimir Putin on Ukraine.

President Donald Trump calls on a reporter during a news conference at the White House on Monday. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-08-13
It might help anyone with their hair on fire about Donald Trump's Alaska summit with Vladimir Putin to look at what the U.S. president has actually said about his negotiating plans. If he does what he says, there is no reason for follicular combustion.
Trump spoke with his usual candidness at his White House news conference on Monday. First, he said he will not cut a deal with the Russian president without Ukraine. "I'm not going to make a deal. It's not up to me to make a deal," he said. Rather, he wants to see if a deal with Putin is possible. "Probably in the first two minutes, I'll know exactly whether or not a deal can be made," he said. If he believes one is attainable, Trump said, "the next meeting will be with Zelensky and Putin, or Zelensky and Putin and me. I'll be there if they need, but I want to have a meeting set up between the two leaders."
Trump also said he is not planning to trade more Ukrainian territory for a ceasefire, countering concerns that the situation could resemble the 1938 Munich summit, where Neville Chamberlain gave Adolf Hitler the Sudetenland in exchange for Germany promising to make no further demands for land in Europe. To the contrary, Trump said, "We're going to try and get some ... territory back for Ukraine." Russia has "taken some very prime territory. ... We call it oceanfront property," he continued. Trump wants to see whether "land swaps" are possible. But if Putin expects Trump to hand him large swaths of Ukraine that he has been unable to win on the battlefield without giving territory back, the Russian leader might be in for a surprise.
Trump also understands he has economic leverage over Putin -- and has said he plans to use it. "Their economy's not doing well right now," Trump said. He is turning the economic screws. Trump recently announced an increase in tariffs on India to 50 percent over its purchases of Russian oil, and he has been considering similar secondary tariffs. "It doesn't help when the president of the United States tells their largest or second-largest oil buyer that we're putting a 50 percent tariff on you if you buy oil from Russia. That was a big blow," Trump said.
He said he is clear-sighted about Putin's ultimate objectives. "There are those that believe that Putin wanted all of Ukraine. I happen to be one of them," Trump said. But he said he won't let that happen. "I'm going to be telling him, you've got to end this war," he said.
That does not sound like the outlines of Munich 2.0.
So, what pitfalls does Trump need to avoid? Putin's strategy at this point is crystal clear: He knows a frustrated Trump was about to bring an economic hammer down on Russia. He wants to prevent that by drawing Trump into an interminable negotiating process -- much like the endless Iran negotiations Trump rejected -- calculating that as long as that goes on, Trump will be disinclined to escalate with harsher sanctions or significantly stepped-up assistance to Ukraine.
So, Putin might say he is open to discussing land swaps but add that such exchanges are complicated and take time to negotiate. He will probably make unreasonable demands of Zelensky, such as Ukrainian demobilization and disarmament. Putin's goal is to buy more time.
To avoid this trap, all Trump has to do is hold firm to his stated position that both sides need to agree to a ceasefire now. Once a ceasefire is in place, there will be time to talk about exchanging territory.
Putin might offer up a partial or sectional ceasefire. That would actually be worse than no ceasefire because it would give Russia a military advantage -- allowing its forces to concentrate on areas where Putin wants to make gains without having to defend the entire line of contact.
Trump should tell Putin: Stop the killing now, and we'll keep talking about what else needs to be done.
If Putin refuses, expect Trump to walk away, pull the trigger on secondary tariffs on Russia's oil sector and increase arms sales to Ukraine (paid for by NATO allies). At the Kennedy Center on Wednesday, Trump was asked what would happen if Putin did not end the war after their meeting.  He answered, "There will be very severe consequences."
It would not be the first time he pulled the plug on negotiations with an unserious adversary. In 2019, when it became clear that Kim Jong Un was not ready for a deal, Trump ended his effort to woo the North Korean leader. "Sometimes you have to walk, and this was just one of those times," Trump told reporters before flying home to Washington. He said Monday he is willing to do so in Alaska as well. "I may say, lots of luck, keep fighting. Or I may say we can make a deal," he said.
Indeed, history often rewards American presidents for walking away. At the 1986 Reykjavik summit in Iceland, Ronald Reagan wanted to make a nuclear deal with Mikhail Gorbachev but would not agree to the Soviet leader's demand that he give up his Strategic Defense Initiative -- so Reagan left. It was one of the greatest moments of his presidency, one that made it possible for Trump to advance his proposed "Golden Dome" missile defense shield today.
The definition of success in Alaska will be an immediate ceasefire that stops the bloodshed, coupled with agreement to negotiate the details of a longer-term resolution. Trump understands that anything else would be a prescription for months of additional negotiations, which would only give Putin what he wants.
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Have food prices changed since Trump's inauguration? We are tracking it.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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        D.C. police chief expands cooperation with immigration enforcement
        Jenny Gathright, Olivia George

        The order, amid Trump's takeover of D.C. police, marks a significant departure for the force, though D.C. law still prohibits police from providing certain types of assistance.

      

      
        Man who threw sandwich at law enforcement was DOJ employee, Bondi says
        Joe Heim, Sophia Solano

        Police allege that the man approached law enforcement officers, including Metro Transit Police and U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers, and began yelling obscenities.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Steamy weather may set off scattered storms later today
        David Streit

        Humidity and storm chances ease some this weekend.

      

      
        D.C. to see more federal troops as Trump pushes to extend emergency
        Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright, Emma Uber, Erin Cox

        The on-the-ground impact of Trump's federal actions came into view Tuesday night, with National Guard Humvees staged near the Washington Monument.

      

      
        Future of massive Prince William County data center in doubt after ruling
        Joe Heim

        At least one of the companies involved with the project said it would appeal the court decision.

      

      
        Lawmakers visit Baltimore ICE site accused of 'inhumane' conditions
        Dana Munro, Erin Cox

        The Maryland field office is among three facing lawsuits over holding facilities, which advocates for immigrants say were not designed for that purpose.

      

      
        D.C. psychotherapist faces child porn charges
        Jenna Portnoy

        Victor Renato Blythe, who worked with children and adolescents as a psychotherapist, was arrested on federal charges of possessing and distributing child pornography.

      

      
        Think you're the best dad? These fathers are fighting for the title.
        Sophia Solano

        At the inaugural Dad Games, men duke it out via Trash Can Basketball and the Diaper Change Race.

      

      
        Checkpoint with ICE agents met by protesters in D.C.
        Emma Uber, Lauren Morello

        Department of Homeland Security agents stopped cars at a busy intersection for seat belt violations or broken taillights, as onlookers protested.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Isolated shower tonight; muggy with a few storms possible Thursday
        Dan Stillman

        Muggy tonight with a few more storms possible Thursday.

      

      
        Man who hurled sandwich at law enforcement in D.C. charged with felony
        Joe Heim, Sophia Solano

        "I did it. I threw a sandwich," the man allegedly said to police after his arrest.

      

      
        D.C.'s homeless begin to see the effects of Trump's crackdown
        Kyle Swenson, Paul Kiefer, Marissa Lang

        As the Trump administration begins to clear encampments, many homeless individuals told The Post they had few options for places to go.

      

      
        Police group endorses Spanberger, Democrat running for Virginia governor
        Gregory S. Schneider

        The Virginia Police Benevolent Association, which four years ago supported all Republicans, is backing Abigail Spanberger (D) over Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R).

      

      
        'Dog days' may now be over, but Tuesday was hot in D.C.
        Martin Weil

        The celebrated "dog days" of summer may have just ended, according to at least one important definition. But Tuesday was the hottest day so far in August.

      

      
        At a D.C. library, camaraderie flourishes through mah-jongg
        Daranee Balachandar

        The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library hosts Mahjong nights every Tuesday. In less than four months, the event has grown to be one of the library's most popular games.

      

      
        Congress tried to control D.C. police in 1989. The results were disastrous.
        Spencer Hsu, Paul Duggan

        Today, relaxed criminal laws and a pandemic-era crime spike have again made D.C. a federal target. But little is known about exactly how federal officials plan to improve the conditions they complain about.
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D.C.
D.C. police chief expands cooperation with immigration enforcement
The order, amid Trump's takeover of D.C. police, marks a significant departure for the force, though D.C. law still prohibits police from providing certain types of assistance. 

Homeland Security Investigations agents join D.C. police officers as they conduct traffic checks at a checkpoint along 14th Street in Northwest Washington on Wednesday. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


By Jenny Gathright, Olivia George | 2025-08-14
D.C. police officers may now assist federal immigration enforcement by sharing information about people not in custody and by transporting federal immigration agency employees and their detained suspects, according to a new executive order issued by D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith and reviewed by The Washington Post.
Smith's order, first reported by NBC4 Washington, does not change the D.C. law that prohibits local law enforcement from providing information about people in D.C. custody to federal immigration enforcement. Under that law, people cannot be held at the D.C. jail past their release date at federal immigration enforcement officers' request. Smith's order also said D.C. police are still forbidden to search databases solely for the purposes of inquiring about immigration status and shall not arrest people solely for immigration reasons.
Still, the order marks a significant departure for D.C. police, whose previous policy said that officers "shall not assist ICE with arrest or transport of individuals solely based on ICE warrants or detainers." Smith's new policy offered traffic stops as an example of a time when D.C. police could assist immigration enforcement authorities.
The policy change comes as President Donald Trump has flooded D.C. neighborhoods with federal law enforcement, who have been working alongside D.C. police. While Smith has framed the relationship as collaborative, Trump's move to invoke a provision of the Home Rule Act that lets him take control of the D.C. police department has led to uncertainty within the department about who is in charge -- particularly as officers have received limited communication from Smith about how their jobs might change.
A spokesperson for D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) did not return a request for comment Thursday morning. Neither did a D.C. police spokesman or the chairman of the D.C. Police Union.
Beginning late last week, Trump ordered a surge of federal law enforcement activity to combat what he diagnosed as a crime emergency in the District. He escalated the push on Monday, when he announced he would deploy National Guard troops to D.C. streets and place D.C.'s police department under federal control.
D.C. officials have pushed back on Trump's characterizations of the city, pointing to police data showing violent crime at a 30-year low, but have also struck a collaborative tone and said that the increased police resources could be good for the city.
"We're down in numbers with our D.C. police officers," Smith said in an appearance on FOX5 on Wednesday. "So this enhanced presence is going to impact us in a positive way."

Metro Transit Police officers and a Homeland Security Investigations officer search the vehicle of a person detained for a driver's license issue near the White House on Wednesday. (Ken Cedeno/Reuters)


Forty-five arrests took place Wednesday night as part of the federal operation in D.C., the White House said Thursday morning. Arrest reasons included carrying a concealed weapon and distribution of a controlled substance. Three illegal firearms were seized, according to the White House.
"In addition to that, there were 29 illegal aliens who were removed off of Washington, D.C., streets last night -- many of whom had final orders of removal," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said on Fox News on Thursday morning. "So, these results are happening night after night because of the efforts of this federal task force that are working alongside the Metropolitan Police Department, who agree with this effort."
The escalating federal presence has been visible on city streets -- and has been met with pushback from residents.
A checkpoint on 14th Street Northwest, a well-populated corridor in the city, drew protests Wednesday night, as a mix of local and federal law enforcement -- including immigration enforcement officers -- pulled drivers over for seat belt violations and broken taillights and at least two people were detained.
On Wednesday, NBC4 reported that a person stopped by D.C. police for a traffic violation was taken into ICE custody. D.C. police did not respond to questions about the incident.
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D.C.
Man who threw sandwich at law enforcement was DOJ employee, Bondi says
Police allege that the man approached law enforcement officers, including Metro Transit Police and U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers, and began yelling obscenities.

FBI and Border Patrol officers arrest a man along the U Street corridor this week in Washington. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


By Joe Heim, Sophia Solano | 2025-08-14
Attorney General Pam Bondi said Thursday that a Justice Department employee has been fired after he was arrested for allegedly throwing a sandwich at a federal law enforcement officer Sunday evening.
In court documents filed Wednesday, police allege that Sean Charles Dunn approached law enforcement officers, including Metro Transit Police and U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers, and began yelling obscenities and calling them "fascists."
At about 11:05 p.m., according to the federal court filing, Dunn approached an officer and threw a sandwich at him. He was charged with "assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers and employees of the United States."
After his arrest, Dunn allegedly told one of the arresting officers: "I did it. I threw a sandwich."
Jeanine Pirro, U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, announced in a video posted on X on Wednesday afternoon that Dunn would be charged with a felony.
Dunn was an international affairs specialist in the criminal division of the Justice Department, according to a person who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss personnel matters. Dunn is 37 and lives in the District, according to a spokesperson for the U.S. attorney's office in D.C.
The Washington Post was not immediately able to contact Dunn for comment.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Steamy weather may set off scattered storms later today
Humidity and storm chances ease some this weekend.

(Jeannie in DC)


By David Streit, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2025-08-14
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Humidity is high as afternoon temperatures rise to near 90. Scattered storms may pop up in the afternoon but should quickly dissipate by evening.
What's next? Remaining rather hot through the weekend, although nothing unusual for August, as humidity eases a bit. A few storms could pop up again Friday afternoon, then lower chances this weekend.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C. to see more federal troops as Trump pushes to extend emergency
The on-the-ground impact of Trump's federal actions came into view Tuesday night, with National Guard Humvees staged near the Washington Monument.

FBI agents patrol the Navy Yard neighborhood in D.C. on Tuesday. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright, Emma Uber, Erin Cox | 2025-08-14
A split screen emerged in the first days of President Donald Trump's deployment of federal law enforcement and the National Guard onto D.C. streets: rhetoric from the president painting the city as a crime-addled wasteland, which D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) condemned, and, on the ground, a surge in federal resources bolstering D.C. police -- which she and the police chief welcomed.
The impact of Trump's federal actions came into view Tuesday night, with National Guard troops on the ground and agents from numerous federal agencies roaming D.C. streets from the National Mall to busy corridors in Columbia Heights. At a Wednesday evening checkpoint in Northwest Washington, local and federal officers, including Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, pulled over drivers for seat belt violations or broken taillights, as protesters shouted at them.
The White House said the overnight operation would soon become a 24/7 affair, with a significantly greater National Guard presence -- and Trump said he intended to ask Congress to extend the emergency allowing him to federalize D.C. police beyond 30 days.
"We're going to be asking for extensions on that -- long-term extensions, because you can't have 30 days," Trump said Wednesday, adding that his administration would be pushing a crime bill to use the city as "a very positive example."
Spokespeople for Bowser and Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) declined to comment.
Trump's executive action represents the most extraordinary federal intervention into the city's home rule in decades, coming as violent crime is at 30-year lows following a historic spike in 2023, according to D.C. police data.
So far, top D.C. officials said, the order was playing out as more of a collaborative partnership, even as they feared that Trump's repeated denigrations of the nation's capital as a dirty city unsafe for residents and visitors could do permanent damage to its image on the national stage.
Bowser encapsulated the parallel reactions as she deployed dual messaging in two public appearances over the course of 15 hours between Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning.
Speaking to community leaders on Zoom on Tuesday night, Bowser called Trump's actions an "authoritarian push" in her firmest condemnation yet, as she began to more forcefully dispute the disparaging characterization of the District that Trump has repeatedly painted.
"We don't live in a dirty city. We are not 700,000 scumbags and punks. We don't have neighborhoods that should be bulldozed. We have to be clear about our story," Bowser said.
She said "we need to do what we can in our space, in our lane, to protect our city and protect our autonomy" to "get to the other side of this guy."
But appearing on FOX5 on Wednesday morning, a more tempered Bowser, along with D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith, said a boost in law enforcement efforts from federal partners could help the city further drive down crime and get more guns off the street -- mirroring the kind of pragmatic approach the mayor presiding over the deep-blue city has taken for months in the second Trump administration.
"What we want to do is make sure this federal surge is useful for us, and that's what the chief has been very, very good in working to accomplish," Bowser said.
"You're talking about 500 additional personnel in the District of Columbia," Smith said. "We're down in numbers with our D.C. police officers. So this enhanced presence is going to impact us in a positive way."
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said in an interview Wednesday that there were "two realities" at play: one asserted from the White House lectern, where Trump said the federal takeover of D.C. police would rescue the city from "crime, bloodshed, bedlam and squalor" -- and the other being "what's actually happening."
By all indications, he said, federal agencies were not "trying to boss MPD" around and, in fact, were soliciting ideas about how they could be helpful -- the type of collaboration Mendelson said he agreed with Bowser is welcome. Smith said Tuesday that she provided a strategic plan to Drug Enforcement Administration head Terry Cole, whom Trump tapped to oversee D.C. police.
"I think collaborating with MPD and providing additional resources can only be for the good," Mendelson said. "But the president has a national platform, and he's painted the city as a cesspool of crime. We know that's not true, but that is damaging to the city."
Trump continued targeting D.C. on Wednesday as he touted his mission to make the city "safe and beautiful" during an unrelated event at the Kennedy Center. He said he expected Republicans to "unanimously" approve an extension of the emergency in D.C. through a joint resolution -- although resolutions are typically subject to the Senate filibuster and would require support of Democrats. But, he added, "I don't want to call a national emergency -- if I have to I will," suggesting he could consider an alternative route to go around Congress.
Trump said that his administration was working with D.C. police and Bowser -- "a very nice woman" -- but that "we got to do the job."
"She's been here for many years and the numbers are worse than they ever were," he said, dismissing data D.C. officials have been citing. He called the movement for statehood "ridiculous" and said he would make D.C. the most beautiful capital city in the world. Calling the city "dirty," he said he would put a small amount of money toward fix-ups, including road and median improvements.
"We need a beautiful topping by a very talented asphalt-type person, somebody that does the job. When I get contractors I use great contractors," he said.
The strategy guiding the federal law enforcement surge seemed to be in flux Wednesday. The surge has surpassed 100 arrests since the operation began last Thursday, according to a White House official. The tally from the White House includes serving 10 warrants and 23 immigration enforcement actions. A White House official said Wednesday that there was no estimate of how many National Guard troops were expected to be in D.C. on Wednesday night, although they had originally said more than 400. "Operational details are constantly subject to change," they said.
When it comes to measuring the federal operation's success, Bowser said on FOX5 that in her meeting with Attorney General Pam Bondi and other federal partners Wednesday, no clear metric for success was offered.
She said it could include sweeping more illegal guns off the street.
"We certainly want to know what we're being measured against, and they regard it as a success to have more presence and to take more guns off the street, and we do too. That's what MPD works on every single day, is taking more guns off the street."
Agents and officers detailed to the surge have received assignments on a day-to-day basis, according to multiple people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss operational details. In most cases, federal agents less familiar with policing the city have been paired with D.C. police officers or officers with the U.S. Secret Service Uniformed Division, the people said. About 130 FBI agents have been detailed to the effort, including agents dispatched on temporary assignments from the bureau's Philadelphia and Baltimore field offices, two people said.
On the first two nights of the operation, they conducted joint patrols with D.C. police officers or assisted in arrests tied to open warrants. FBI Director Kash Patel said on X that agents have been involved with local partners in making at least 18 arrests since Monday evening, including apprehending one suspect wanted for murder as well others wanted for DUI, theft, assault and violating a restraining order. Agents also detained several people for illegal gun possession, he said.
Roughly half of the 800 National Guard troops who were mobilized have processed in, and some of those troops are already on D.C. streets, said an Army official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to provide additional details that had not yet been made public. Those troops began working Tuesday night near the U.S. Park Police station in Anacostia Park and on patrols near high-visibility areas including the national monuments. The troops were not carrying guns but had weapons available if needed, the official said.
The use of the National Guard brings to bear the threats that Trump has lobbed at the city's autonomy for months and, critics fear, exposes residents to potentially unpredictable encounters with a domestically deployed military force.
While the National Guard was preparing to activate, Bowser spent an hour Tuesday night answering residents' questions in a video chat live-streamed on social media. She acknowledged that she did not know exactly how the federal resources would be deployed, but she said her expectation was that the National Guard troops would be deployed to federal parks, monuments and federal buildings, while federal law enforcement would be deployed to higher-crime areas of the city.
Even while Bowser and Smith have sounded positive notes about collaboration, residents raised concerns about the potential consequences of having federal law enforcement on city streets and interacting with residents or intimidating children. The mayor pledged to create an avenue for people to report concerning behavior by federal officers, and she said she would think about ways to make the police presence feel less intimidating.
She encouraged parents to keep close tabs on their children, voicing her wariness that any misbehavior involving large groups of teens could become a political target during Trump's operation.
"I think we have some kids that are not criminals, but they are getting together in big groups and causing some really -- they're causing destruction," she said. "And so this is the type of thing that makes for good TV. And to be candid, that's part of the motivation, I think, is to get some good TV and arrests in D.C. So, don't let your kids be a part of that."
She also described an apparent tension: While she said she was "really ticked off" about the Trump administration's incursion on her turf, she also felt the moment demanded pragmatism.
"My jobs are many right now -- and part of it is just practically managing us through this crisis," Bowser said.
Tara Copp, Jeremy Roebuck, Derek Hawkins, Olivia George, Dan Lamothe, Sophia Solano and Katie Mettler contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Future of massive Prince William County data center in doubt after ruling
At least one of the companies involved with the project said it would appeal the court decision. 

A sign advocating for protecting the area's national parks on the side of the road at the proposed site of the Prince William Digital Gateway in Gainesville, Virginia on October 28, 2022. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim | 2025-08-14
Opponents of an enormous data center planned for Prince William County were overjoyed last week when a county judge voided a proposal for the project, which was approved in 2023 by the county's board of supervisors. But their victory could be short lived as at least one of the companies involved with the project said it will appeal the ruling.
Judge Kimberly A. Irving found that the Oak Valley Homeowners' Association and other nearby residents who had sued the board of supervisors to halt the Prince William County Digital Gateway project had not been given appropriate notice of the proposed rezoning as required by law and that the advertised notice provided by the county "did not comply with either the State or County code."
The plans for the project included building 37 data centers on 1,700 acres adjacent to Manassas National Battlefield Park, the historic Civil War site operated by the National Park Service. The choice was criticized by historic preservationists in addition to the homeowners.
"We were obviously ecstatic that we got the breadth of the decision in terms of each of the issues we had raised," Mac Haddow, president of the Oak Valley Homeowners' Association, said in an interview. "Judge Irving really did dig deep into this, looked at it closely, and it's reflected in her opinion... there's no question that it was a slam dunk win for all of the issues that we raised."
The explosion in AI use and cloud computing has created enormous demand for the data centers, which make possible everything from emails and phone calls to complex high-performance computing. More than 5,000 have been built in the United States and many more are planned for the facilities that store and process huge amounts of data.
But the data center boon has also generated a backlash. Residents across the country have objected to the heavy demands the centers place on local water and power supplies. Neighbors who live close to the centers complain about noise from cooling fans and the drab appearance of the structures. For many of them, the judge's decision in the Digital Gateway project was welcome news.
Representatives of the two companies pursuing the project, Compass Datacenters and QTS Datacenters, said they disagree with the ruling.
"We are disappointed in the judge's finding that the three notices published in The Washington Post, hundreds of letters sent to property owners, and more than 150 signs posted along major roadways were deemed insufficient notice of the land-use hearing," Compass spokeswoman Katy Hancock said in an email. "Ultimately, more than 200 people attended and spoke at the 28-hour long hearing indicating widespread awareness. We anticipate filing an appeal to the Court of Appeals."
QTS spokeswoman Karen Cohen said the company is also disappointed with the ruling but "we remain committed to the project and being a responsible, trusted partner to the Prince William County community," she wrote in a statement. "The Prince William Board of County Supervisors previously approved this project, and this decision is delaying critical infrastructure required for American AI as well as hundreds of millions of dollars in local annual tax revenue and thousands of new job opportunities for the county."
Prince William Board of County Supervisors Chair Deshundra Jefferson, who was not on the board when it approved the Gateway project in 2023, expressed support for the court ruling.
"I was adamantly against the rezoning when I ran for office, and I am even more so now," Jefferson said in a statement on Friday. "Data centers have enabled us to expand our commercial tax base, but that has come at a high cost to other economic development and to our quality of life."
The Prince William Board of County Supervisors issued a statement saying it is waiting for legal counsel to determine the next steps regarding the rezoning.

MANASSAS, VA - JANUARY 24: Amazon Web Services data centers, top center, have been built next to the Great Oak neighborhood, January 24, 2023, in Manassas, VA.  As the data center industry expands its footprint in Northern Virginia, often building massive commercial structures near residential neighborhoods, communities push back with their concerns about the disturbing levels of noise pollution and vibrations. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


A once largely rural county 30 miles southwest of Washington, Prince William has become increasingly suburban, with its population soaring from about 285,000 residents in 2000 to about 500,000 today. Many of its newer residents moved to the county to escape the higher costs of living closer to D.C.
Over the past 15 years, as northern Virginia developed the world's largest concentration of data center buildings, Prince William has tapped into the demand for the structures. There were 44 completed data center buildings in the county at the beginning of 2024 and four million square feet of space under construction for data centers, according to the Prince William County 2024 Data Center Revenue Report. They generated about $294 million in total tax revenue in TY 2024, an increase of 77% over the prior year.
But even as the growth of data centers swell the county's coffers, residents debate whether more should be built. Data centers require vast amounts of energy to make cloud computing and smart technology possible.
Haddow, of the Oak Valley Homeowners' Association, says he would be in favor of a moratorium for the county. "We are not opposed to data centers. We rely on them," Haddow said. "We think that they are part of our lives, but they need to be appropriately placed and not done at the behest of a data center operator who is always going to place the data centers where it's convenient and economically advantageous to them."
The proposed location of the Gateway project adjacent to the Manassas Battlefield drew the ire of historians and preservationists who said it would greatly harm the site of the First Battle of Bull Run, the Civil War's first major fight between Union and Confederate forces.
"There are alternative sites for data centers that would be much less harmful to our irreplaceable historic places," said Betsy Merritt, deputy general counsel at the National Trust for Historic Preservation. "We hope that Prince William County will take the opportunity to find alternative locations for these projects within the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District that the County has designated."

ASHBURN, VA - MAY 9: Diesel-fueled generators sit between buildings at Equinix Data Center in Ashburn, Virginia, on May 9, 2024. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Environmental and preservation groups in Virginia also hailed the ruling. Julie Bolthouse, with the Virginia Data Center Reform Coalition, said there was "clear and convincing evidence" that Prince William failed to meet state and local ordinance requirements. "Transparency in local, state, regional and federal decision making has been a number one priority of the Virginia Data Center Reform Coalition and [the Piedmont Environmental Council]," Bolthouse said in an email. "This decision affirms minimum standards of transparency."
John Dinsdale, a data center industry analyst with the Synergy Research Group, said that it's not surprising when data center projects get turned down or stopped. "But this is a bit like a game of whack-a-mole," he said in an email. "These companies need ever-increasing amounts of data center capacity and they will build it somewhere. Money talks and there is a lot of money at stake. As one project gets turned down, the plans will shift to another location, or appeals will be lodged and things will eventually happen."
Dinsdale said there is "no end in sight" when it comes to building data centers to meet demand. "When you track the underlying trends and metrics that are driving data center demand, all growth curves are moving up and to the right for the next few years," he said.
For individual counties such as Prince William, however, residents and leaders are reexamining what the centers mean for the local economy and quality of life.
"The Board of County Supervisors needs to take a hard look at our community to determine the best course for our growth," Jefferson said in her statement. "We need to do a better job of attracting diverse industries and employers, building quality housing that is affordable for working families, and saying no to data center development where it doesn't make sense."
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Maryland
Lawmakers visit Baltimore ICE site accused of 'inhumane' conditions     
The Maryland field office is among three facing lawsuits over holding facilities, which advocates for immigrants say were not designed for that purpose.

The George H. Fallon Federal Building, where an Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention facility is located, in Baltimore. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Dana Munro, Erin Cox | 2025-08-14
Two weeks after most of Maryland's congressional delegation staged a sit-in at a controversial immigration enforcement facility in Baltimore, lawmakers returned for a guided tour on Wednesday and said they were still being stonewalled about how detainees are being treated inside.
"We leave here with more questions than we came in with," said Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-Maryland).
Immigration Customs and Enforcement officers have been using rooms in the agency's Baltimore field office as a holding area for people arrested amid President Donald Trump's ramped-up immigration enforcement. In Maryland, where a 2021 state law bars privately run immigration detention centers, the field office functions as the agency's primary holding facility for detainees awaiting transfer out of state.
Civil rights groups have filed lawsuits in three states -- including Maryland -- alleging the holding facilities are not equipped for days-long detentions. And as arrests have increased, so too have concerns from immigrant rights groups and Democrats about a lack of adequate facilities.
In May, the Amica Center for Immigrant Rights and the National Immigration Project filed a federal lawsuit alleging "inhumane conditions" in the Baltimore holding rooms. The lawsuit alleges detainees have been denied access to showers, blankets and medical care. In New York, a federal judge ruled in a similar case this week that the Trump administration must improve conditions in a Manhattan holding facility where a government lawyer acknowledged detainees were sleeping on the floor. Another lawsuit is pending in Los Angeles. The Trump administration has dismissed the concerns.
Worries about conditions in the Baltimore holding facility and other ICE detention facilities prompted a dozen Democratic lawmakers from across the country, including Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), to file a federal lawsuit against the Department of Homeland Security and ICE last month, saying each had been blocked from conducting oversight at federal detention facilities.
That lawsuit came two days after six members of Maryland's congressional delegation tried to visit the Baltimore field office, only to be turned away. At the time, DHS spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said that "these Members of Congress could have just scheduled a tour; instead, they're running to court to drive clicks and fundraising emails." Mfume said the lawmakers did request a visit in advance.
Earlier this summer, DHS tightened rules for congressional oversight visits, arguing field offices -- such as the one in Baltimore -- fall outside congressional purview to inspect detention facilities.

Demonstrators gather outside the George H. Fallon Federal Building in Baltimore in March. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


Three Democratic lawmakers representing Maryland -- Mfume, Sen. Chris Van Hollen and Rep. Sarah Elfreth -- returned Wednesday after ICE reached out and the parties scheduled a visit. During the tour, the three lawmakers said, they were able to observe three large rooms and two small ones, which held a handful of people.
"It has the kind of cold feeling that you would find in any police station," Mfume said.
The day was an unusually slow one for the Baltimore field office, Van Hollen said. That was because Maryland ICE personnel have been tasked with assisting efforts in other states and D.C., leading to less enforcement activity in Maryland in recent days, he said they were told.
Lawmakers characterized their visit as lacking transparency. They said they raised about 20 to 25 issues with the ICE personnel who led the tour, including Nikita Baker, the acting director of the Baltimore field office, but did not receive immediate answers.
"We are going to continue to run those questions down," Elfreth said. "We're going to continue this drumbeat to make sure that ICE is transparent and accountable."
ICE did not respond to questions from The Washington Post about the living conditions in the facility, how long it is holding people there and why it turned away the members of Congress during their earlier visit.
Van Hollen and Sen. Angela Alsobrooks (D-Maryland) had raised concerns about the facility with the Department of Homeland Security in an April letter, noting that it lacked a food service program and bed space, describing ICE staff members procuring emergency foil blankets and inflatable beds.
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem wrote back in June that holding people for more than 12 hours was necessary because of limitations on space as a result of restrictions in the Maryland Dignity Not Detention Act. "ICE is committed to safe, secure, and humane environments for all of those in ICE custody and will ensure appropriate conditions for confinement," Noem wrote.
Though ICE did not answer questions about how many people have been detained at the facility since the start of Trump's second term, representatives did tell them more than 100 people had been at the facility at one time, Van Hollen said.
"This is a lot of people to cram into a relatively small space," he said.
The lawmakers were denied the opportunity to speak to any detainees, Van Hollen said.
"Clearly they don't want us talking to the people who are detained here today and in the future," he said.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. psychotherapist faces child porn charges 
Victor Renato Blythe, who worked with children and adolescents as a psychotherapist, was arrested on federal charges of possessing and distributing child pornography.

(iStock)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-08-14
A psychotherapist who works with children and adolescents and once worked for Children's National Hospital was arrested this week on federal child pornography charges, according to the U.S. attorney's office for the District of Columbia.
Victor Renato Blythe, 60, of D.C., was charged with possessing and distributing child pornography to another individual, U.S. Attorney Jeanine Ferris Pirro said in a statement Tuesday.
Blythe allegedly exchanged text messages with another person about his interest in the sexual abuse of children, shared child pornography with this person and had more of the videos on his electronic devices, according to the federal complaint. An attempt to reach Blythe was unsuccessful.
Blythe is a licensed clinical social worker and previously worked for the psychiatry department at Children's National Hospital for seven years, the complaint says. A hospital spokeswoman said Blythe has not worked for Children's National in seven years and declined further comment.
A biography previously published on the website of District Therapy Associates in Northwest Washington said Blythe had 15 years of clinical and therapeutic experience. The page had been taken down as of Wednesday. 
Blythe is no longer affiliated with the practice, said clinical director Meredith Gardner.
"District Therapy Associates was deeply disturbed and shocked to learn of the charges brought against Mr. Blythe," she said in a statement. "We will fully cooperate with law enforcement authorities and are committed to supporting their investigation in every way permitted by law."
The case is being investigated by the FBI Washington Field Office's Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking Task Force, which investigates violations involving the sexual exploitation of children, and D.C. police with the help from the Fairfax County Police Department. It is being prosecuted by Pirro's office.
Anyone with information is asked to contact the FBI at tips@fbi.gov.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Think you're the best dad? These fathers are fighting for the title.
At the inaugural Dad Games, men duke it out via Trash Can Basketball and the Diaper Change Race.

(Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)


By Sophia Solano | 2025-08-14
Don Alley trained decades for this moment. It finally came, 21 years later, in a Prince George's County parking lot.
The event: One-Trip Grocery Bag Relay. The goal: carry 15 shopping bags from the trunk of a Range Rover inside in a single journey. His competition: two other teams made up of dozens of fellow fathers.
Alley, whose children range from 3 to 21, is the kind of dad who goes to all of his kids' sports practices and who loves competition. The tedious act of transporting groceries from the car to the kitchen is a matter of personal pride. So when the rest of his team had finished shoving Frosted Flakes, cans of beans and cases of bottled water into canvas totes and throwing them in the back of the SUV, he gathered all the items he could and took off toward the doors.
Because of a technical error, the teams had to redo their attempts. Alley's teammates doubted whether he could replicate his first performance, which ended in a sliding finish and bloody knee.
"I got four kids, and you think I got no energy?" he told them. "I got nothing but energy!"
This was the inaugural Dad Games, a competition series developed to celebrate the contributions of fathers and male role models in the home. Alley was one of 250 participants who came to an Upper Marlboro, Maryland, church Saturday to fight for the title of Dad of Dads -- a designation attained by winning events like the Diaper Change Race and Wiffle Ball Home Run Derby. They were supported by their partners and kids (who, with tiny black-and-white striped shirts and stopwatches around their necks, refereed many of the events.
The event also comes with prizes, including a $250 D.C. Improv gift card to the Dad Joke Competition champion, and a signed Stephen Curry jersey to the winner of Trash Can Basketball. But organizers hope the games also signify an ongoing fight for community, recognition and connection among fathers in an era of isolation and loneliness.

Men compete in Trash Can Basketball during the Dad Games. 


"Take the competition seriously," Dad Games founder Joshua DuBois said during his opening remarks. "Yourself? Not so much. We don't need anyone yelling at a 7-year-old referee today."
And with that, the games began.
The idea to create an Olympic-style test of fatherhood came at the end of the professional football season. DuBois's group of friends looked away from the television at the D.C. barbershop where they'd watched Sunday night games and realized that no more football meant no more weekly hangouts.
They started discussing ways to stay connected. Meanwhile, DuBois began noticing that his wife, Michelle, was part of more intentional parenting communities than him -- WhatsApp chains for moms at their kids' schools, and Instagram communities of parents sharing tips. Why didn't fathers around him have a place to gather and talk about parenting?
"It was a bit of a push from her being like, 'Well, if that doesn't exist, create it,'" DuBois said.

Children and parents participate in the Wiffle Ball Home Run Derby. 



Judges assess the consistency and creativity of slime during a slime-making showdown. 


The idea for the Dad Games emerged through discussions with DuBois's fraternity brothers and prayer groups. The venture is now a registered nonprofit in Maryland. But it wasn't DuBois's first spin in the fatherhood-programming space. During President Barack Obama's administrations, DuBois led the Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the White House, where he helped the president launch fatherhood initiatives like national educational tours, mentoring programming and the nonprofit My Brother's Keeper. DuBois said he's found a passion working in the men's mental health space.
"Men tend to self-select into loneliness, into isolation, and assume that no one wants to hear about their problems," he said. "They feel like they've got to navigate this thing called life alone."
DuBois intends to take these games on the road: He and the organization's volunteers plan to host Dad Games in Nashville, Atlanta, Los Angeles and other cities across the U.S. before Father's Day next year -- the date they hope to host a national Dad Games championship competition. To DuBois, it's all part of an effort to combat that isolation, with the help of homemade slime and lots of crumpled paper aimed at trash bins.
"When you get something wrong, you're wondering if you're the only person who got that wrong," he said of fathering. "When you feel the joy of getting something right, you want somebody to celebrate that with. Or, you know, 'My kid just struck out three times in a row at T-ball,' and it's hard to strike out at T-ball so they're really bummed. Those are the kinds of conversations you want to have with other dads."

The Dad Games aim to strengthen community and build support for fathers in a family-fun environment. 


After the conclusion of many raucous rounds of Trash Can Basketball, a game that involved crumpled paper, waste baskets and a ticking clock, the men moved on to the Dad Joke Competition. They climbed the stairs to a stage, grabbed the mic with the swagger of any stand-up comic, and delivered a spitfire stream:
"What was the one-legged man doing at the ATM? Checking his balance."
"Did you hear about the restaurant they opened on the moon? The food was great, but it had no atmosphere."
"How does a man satisfy his wife in bed?"
At that line, DuBois leaped in with all the gusto of a dad catching a teetering cup, covered the microphone with one hand and asked the competitor where this joke was going (this was, after all, a family-friendly event). They consulted. Finally, the audience got the punch line: "By sleeping on the couch."
Nana Fredua Ageyman, a 48-year-old New Jersey father of two visiting family in the area, wasn't planning to join this competition. But his 12-year-old son begged him to.
"I do it for my kids," he said from the stage before a one-liner about nacho cheese. "I push them out of their comfort zone and they push me out of mine."
All of the participants' kids seemed to yell in unison when the Diaper Change Race got underway. With a dozen dads, stacks of diapers and piles of infant onesies, the objective was to be the first to change and dress a plastic baby doll. Amid the (human) kids' shouts, many of the dads cheered for one another.

Dads face off in the Diaper Change Race. 



A competitor holds up a doll during the diaper-changing contest. 


"Sometimes you can lose yourself or not feel appreciated," said Terry Mundell, a 39-year-old father of two from Lanham, Maryland. But to him, this event felt like "pouring in each other's cups right now and showing appreciation for one another."
Meanwhile, at the Slime Battle, DuBois's 7-year-old daughter, Adelaide, stuck her fingers into dozens of jars filled with thick, sparkly goop.
"It's not sticky, but it's not perfect," she declared from the judges' table. "Not stretchy, but great creativity."
"This kid is brutal," called out one competitor.
On the other side of the room, fathers competed in a Daughter's Hair-Do Face-Off, tasked with prepping mannequins' hair for "a day at school." As the judges came around, one dad finished wrangling his doll's strands into twists -- and plucking loose tufts out of the brush he used before they could see.

Dads during the Daughter's Hair-Do Face-Off. 



Joesph Kollo works on his daughter Kyle Kollo's hair. 


Throughout the day, the Dad Games organizers had mental health coaches available on-site. Proceeds from the event were used to subsidize counseling sessions for fathers who sought them out.
Toward the end of the five-hour event, organizers realized the point system they devised to determine a champion didn't account for the competitors who had to leave midway for sports practices and birthday parties. No Dad of Dads was crowned that day.
But the dads didn't seem to mind. Back on the battlefield -- between rounds of the One-Trip Grocery Challenge -- men chatted, laughed, discussed their kids, sports teams and hobbies. One took off his baseball cap and placed it on his waddling son's head, shielding his big, round eyes from the sun. Another lifted his daughter high in his arms and spun in a wide circle. She giggled as the yellow tulle on her dress floated around her.
"It's great to see fathers out here interacting, and then having our kids out here, watching us do things together," said Rodney Anderson Jr. A few minutes earlier, he had been pummeled with back pounds and handshakes when he won the challenge, along with the prize of grocery store gift cards, for his team.
As he spoke, his toddler hung off his calf. "All positivity, right? It's really about being that role model."

Ben Ahmed holds his son Andrew Ahmed on his shoulders. 
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Checkpoint with ICE agents met by protesters in D.C.
Department of Homeland Security agents stopped cars at a busy intersection for seat belt violations or broken taillights, as onlookers protested.

Agents with the Department of Homeland Security join D.C. police officers in conducting traffic checks along 14th Street NW on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


By Emma Uber, Lauren Morello | 2025-08-14
Tensions over President Donald Trump's deployment of federal law enforcement erupted on a busy Northwest Washington street Wednesday night as a mix of local and federal authorities pulled over drivers for seat belt violations or broken taillights while nearly 100 onlookers chanted: "Go home, fascists."
The checkpoint, which appeared to begin around 8 p.m., included more than 20 law enforcement officers, many wearing face coverings and vests labeled "HSI" -- Homeland Security Investigations. Some vests indicated agents were with Enforcement and Removal Operations, a branch of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement that arrests and removes undocumented immigrants. They stopped dozens of cars at the busy intersection of 14th and W streets NW, in front of a popular chain bakery, a veterinary clinic and a high-end outdoor apparel store.
At least two people were detained -- one man speaking Spanish was loaded into an unmarked black pickup, while a D.C. police truck towed the red Kia he had been driving. A woman was handcuffed while the crowd gathered on the sidewalks booed and yelled at officers to "read the Constitution."

Local and federal authorities set up a checkpoint Aug. 13 on a Northwest Washington street, as onlookers protested.


A D.C. police spokesperson confirmed Wednesday night that the agency had helped transport a man who had been arrested and directed further questions about the checkpoint to the White House.
The show of federal force comes days after Trump deployed federal law enforcement and the National Guard onto D.C. streets. During a Monday news conference, he characterized the nation's capital as a lawless wasteland, though violent crime is at 30-year lows. Federal presence began to ramp up Tuesday night; National Guard troops stationed Humvees near the Washington Monument, the U.S. Border Patrol assisted in the arrest of a dirt-bike driver in the Columbia Heights neighborhood and, according to a White House official, 43 arrests were made by federal law enforcement teams.

A driver is stopped at a checkpoint along 14th Street in Northwest Washington on Wednesday. (Alex Brandon/AP)


An officer at the scene told shouting onlookers that agents were checking for "driving eligibility" and "status." When a ride-share vehicle was stopped, the passengers seated in the back of the car rolled down the windows and shouted to the crowd the questions law enforcement was asking their driver, which they said included questions about immigration status.
The White House did not respond to questions Wednesday night about how many people had been charged or whether people were questioned about their citizenship.
A group darted into a CVS store near the checkpoint and emerged with hastily made signs that read "Police checkpoint ahead" and "ICE," then headed a few blocks south to warn people. A speaker blared "Ice Ice Baby" from the sidewalk. Some people shouted advice at the drivers, encouraging them to ask for badge numbers or remain silent.
"Sir, you don't want to do this," one woman shouted at law enforcement. "You do not want this role in history. You did this job to protect and serve. Look what they're doing to you. This is the community."
Police left the area around 10 p.m.

Protesters heckle patrolling federal agents and D.C. police officers near U Street in Northwest Washington on Wednesday. (Alex Kent/For the Washington Post)
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Isolated shower tonight; muggy with a few storms possible Thursday
Muggy tonight with a few more storms possible Thursday.

(Jim Havard)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Martin Weil | 2025-08-14
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Earlier flood watches and warnings have ended. Just an isolated shower possible through the rest of the night, with patch fog and muggy lows near 70 to mid-70s.
What's next? Seasonably warm and humid through the weekend with highs still up around 90, though shower and storm chances should trend somewhat lower again.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Man who hurled sandwich at law enforcement in D.C. charged with felony
"I did it. I threw a sandwich," the man allegedly said to police after his arrest.

A man, who was later arrested, interacts with Border Patrol and FBI agents along the U Street Corridor on Sunday. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


By Joe Heim, Sophia Solano | 2025-08-13
A man arrested in D.C. on Sunday night is facing felony charges for throwing a wrapped Subway sandwich at a federal law enforcement officer, Jeanine Pirro, U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, announced in a video posted on X on Wednesday afternoon.
Video of the incident, which took place near the corner of 14th and U streets NW, shows a man in a pink collared shirt, shorts, crew socks and New Balance running shoes yelling at several law enforcement officers while holding a sandwich. As he turned to walk away, he hurled his hoagie at the chest of one of the officers and then ran off with the officers in pursuit. The video, which has gone viral, does not show the man being arrested.
In court documents filed Wednesday, police allege that Sean Charles Dunn approached law enforcement officers, including Metro Transit Police and U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers, and began yelling obscenities and calling them "fascists." At about 11:05 p.m., according to the federal court filing, Dunn approached an officer and threw a sandwich at him. He was charged with "assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers and employees of the United States."
Following his arrest, Dunn allegedly told one of the arresting officers: "I did it. I threw a sandwich."
The Washington Post was not immediately able to contact Dunn for comment. Dunn is 37 and lives in the District, according to a spokesperson for the U.S. attorney's office in D.C.
The arrest came the night before President Donald Trump announced his takeover of D.C.'s police force and the deployment of 800 National Guard troops in response to what he has described as out-of-control crime in Washington. Trump said Monday he was taking the step "to rescue our nation's capital from crime, bloodshed, bedlam and squalor and worse."

Sean Charles Dunn yelled obscenities and called officers "fascists" before throwing a sandwich at one of them, according to police. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


"He thought it was funny," Pirro said of the sandwich-thrower in her video. "Well, he doesn't think it's funny today because we charged him with a felony: assault on a police officer."
In the days after the incident, comments on the subreddit for D.C. were largely supportive of the suspect's alleged actions. They were also full of sandwich puns. "Our hero," wrote one user. "Our gyro*," another corrected. The event also spawned memes and art depicting the suspect, foot-long held above his cartoon head, as a spray-painted mural over the words "Battle for D.C."
Under Pirro's video announcing the felony charge, commenters expressed gratitude for her statement. "Judge Jeanine I absolutely love you!" one wrote. "Caught a felony because he assaulted an officer and a sandwich! you can't make this stuff up."
"We're gonna back the police to the hilt," Pirro said at the end of her video. "So there, stick your Subway sandwich somewhere else."
She crossed her arms and smiled.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/13/subway-sandwich-man-arrested-felony/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C.'s homeless begin to see the effects of Trump's crackdown 
As the Trump administration begins to clear encampments, many homeless individuals told The Post they had few options for places to go. 

Police respond to a situation Tuesday at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in downtown Washington. Many homeless people sleep near the library, though the police response was not related to President Donald Trump's plans to clear encampments. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Kyle Swenson, Paul Kiefer, Marissa Lang | 2025-08-14
Three days into the Trump administration's seizure of law enforcement in the District, the city's unhoused population has already seen federal agents entering camp sites and asking residents if they have drugs or weapons, three unsheltered people told The Washington Post.
Many others among the more than 5,000 people in D.C. without current permanent shelter said they had heard about President Donald Trump's calls to clear encampments with increased law enforcement and "immediately" move their occupants out of the District. They expressed fear and anxiety over what could happen -- and where they might go. At the same time, the White House has doubled down on its rhetoric targeting the city's unsheltered.
"Homeless individuals will be given the option to leave their encampment, to be taken to a homeless shelter, to be offered addiction or mental health services," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters Tuesday. "And if they refuse, they will be susceptible to fines or to jail time."
The city's homeless advocates have come out against the Trump administration's law enforcement effort, arguing that increased policing is not a long-term solution.
"The removal of our unhoused neighbors from public spaces without offering them stable housing first is not the solution," said Adam Rocap, deputy CEO and chief strategy officer of Miriam's Kitchen, a nonprofit that provides outreach services to people without shelter. "It does not address the real issue: the lack of affordable housing and access to the support services that people need to maintain their homes."

A tent set up on K Street NW was tagged with a notice by D.C. Health and Human Services on Aug. 8, saying that a cleanup would occur on Aug. 29. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"We also want to make D.C. safe and beautiful," Leavitt said Tuesday. "That involves removing mentally disturbed individuals and homeless encampments as well. So we will be using these regulations and code that already exist to clean up our streets. And we've already had great success."
According to Leavitt, 70 homeless encampments have been removed from National Park Service land since March. The Park Service did not respond to questions about which encampments were cleared and how many people were removed. It's unclear whether there have been any arrests of unsheltered individuals this week by federal or District officials.
During a Twitter Live chat Tuesday evening, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and other members of the D.C. government said that the city's homeless population has decreased since last year and that the city is reaching out to people still living on the street.
"We spend a lot of time and resources trying to get the people who are in encampments into shelter," Bowser said.
Many of the dozen or so unsheltered men and women who spoke with The Post this week described a confusing new reality.
"Nobody's telling us anything," said Albenny Morales, 46, an unhoused man staying outside the Martin Luther King Jr. library in downtown D.C. "What are they going to do? Arrest us all and put us in mental institutions?"
At a breakfast distribution site off North Capitol Street, Frederick Walker, 44, stood nearby and considered the White House's plans.
"Shelters get full every night," he said. "They fill up by 7 or 8, and if you're not in, you're on the street. Does that mean you're fair game to get arrested?"
On Tuesday morning, a prescheduled cleanup of a homeless encampment in Washington's Foggy Bottom neighborhood went forward as planned, with outreach workers, D.C. police, and Health and Human Services providers convening at the intersection of Virginia Avenue NW and Rock Creek Parkway.

A homeless encampment in Washington in the early-morning hours on Monday. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Only three residents were living at the site near the Watergate, and they quickly left the area as the cleanup began. City workers fed trash, tarps, tent poles and other items into three city garbage trucks parked in the grassy area. HHS staff on-site declined to comment, as did outreach workers from Miriam's Kitchen.
D.C. Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services Wayne Turnage said  there was "currently shelter space in D.C. for anyone who wants to come inside," adding that there are more than 1,100 beds for single adults across the city's shelter system.
But advocates say many of those beds are already spoken for, and some unsheltered individuals do not feel safe in a crowded shelter.
"The 1,000 beds the District is talking about are already full," said Jesse Rabinowitz, a spokesperson for the National Homelessness Law Center. "In a traditional shelter, you get priority for the bed if you slept there the previous night."

A notice on a tent on K Street NW explains plans for an upcoming cleanup. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The city's homeless population has decreased over the years. According to the 2025 Point-In-Time count, the annual federally mandated census of people without housing, there were 5,138 unhoused individuals in shelters and sleeping on the streets in 2025, a 9 percent drop from the previous year and a 19 percent drop since 2020, when 6,380 people were without shelter in Washington.
Among the District's responses to the issue have been encampment cleanups. The clearings are "triggered when a site presents a security, health, or safety risk, and/or interferes with community use of such places," according to the city's website.
A running list of recent and planned encampment clearances maintained by the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services has included at least 50 distinct addresses since February, though many are clustered around a highway overpass connecting Foggy Bottom to Georgetown.
The majority of encampments cleared by the District's teams -- which include outreach workers, police officers and public works crews -- were in Ward 2, which includes the central business district, the White House and Foggy Bottom, and Ward 6, which includes many downtown areas, such as Penn Quarter and Gallery-Place Chinatown. Some encampments have been cleared multiple times in the past six months.
District officials have emphasized that during clearings, outreach workers offer connections to shelters, transitional housing  and behavioral health services to people they encounter.
The schedule lists five more encampments for clearance this month, including a camp along an abandoned rail line in Northeast Washington and a 10-foot stretch of sidewalk on Pennsylvania Avenue SE occupied by a single man and his belongings.
The Northeast Washington location, tucked in a thicket of trees, is currently home to about a dozen people. On Tuesday morning, a few residents of the encampment sat in folding chairs in the parking lot of a gas station at the bottom of the embankment.
Darrell Hopkins, a 54-year-old lifelong D.C. resident, has camped along the tracks for the past six years. He said a team from the deputy mayor's office stopped by earlier this summer to give notice of plans to clear the encampment; the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services website lists plans to clear the site in late August.
"They can't make me leave D.C.," Hopkins said. "I'll just find some other woods."

People camp along this abandoned railroad track off New York Avenue in Northeast Washington. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


More than 50 local and national groups that advocate for and provide services to the unhoused joined a conference call Monday to brainstorm and coordinate a response to the White House's crackdown.
Donald Whitehead, the executive director for the National Coalition for the Homeless, said Tuesday that his group and others are setting up hotlines to allow people to report encampment clearings by federal officers and offer homeless individuals a way to reach out for help, as well as working to find ways to open up emergency shelter beds -- in churches and places of worship and in coordination with nonprofits that typically step up to help in cold-weather months when sleeping outside can be deadly.
"We have to create a bridge that gets us to the end of this 30-day period," Whitehead said. "Mental health facilities, substance abuse facilities, homeless shelters, they're all full. So we're seeing what we can do to find more space. It's not a sustainable plan, and it doesn't solve homelessness. But we have to do something."

A person sleeps outside the Justice Department headquarters in D.C. on Sunday. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Whitehead said plans are still coming together. But advocates say they believe that the stepped-up law enforcement approach to homelessness underway in D.C. could happen elsewhere.
"The next 30 days will give us some valuable information as to what might happen in these other cities," Whitehead said.
Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright and Olivia George contributed to this report.
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Virginia Politics
Police group endorses Spanberger, Democrat running for Virginia governor
The Virginia Police Benevolent Association, which four years ago supported all Republicans, is backing Abigail Spanberger (D) over Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R).

Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R) and Abigail Spanberger (D) are running for governor. (Kristen Zeis/For The Washington Post; Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-08-13
RICHMOND -- The Virginia Police Benevolent Association is backing Abigail Spanberger, the Democratic nominee for governor -- a switch from four years ago, when the group favored Republicans up and down the statewide ticket.
The PBA announced Wednesday that it is splitting its endorsements in statewide races this year, picking the Republican candidates for lieutenant governor and attorney general, John Reid and Jason S. Miyares.
The group praised Spanberger for voting to increase local law enforcement funding during her three terms in Congress. That runs counter to the accusations pushed on the campaign trail by Spanberger's Republican rival, Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, that Spanberger is anti-police. Earle-Sears won the PBA's endorsement in 2021 in the race for her current position.
Earle-Sears's campaign spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment.
At a time when President Donald Trump has seized control of law enforcement in the nation's capital, the issue of public safety is becoming more prominent in the much-watched Virginia governor's race. The contests in Virginia -- which is one of only two states holding statewide elections this year, along with New Jersey -- are viewed by both major parties as a referendum on the Trump White House and a proving ground for strategies for next year's congressional midterms.
The PBA, a labor union that represents nearly 11,000 law enforcement officers in Virginia, relies on candidate questionnaires in making endorsements and has a long record of supporting candidates in both parties. In recent years, though, the Virginia association has largely favored Republicans in legislative and statewide races.
In 2020, when Spanberger was seeking a second term in Congress representing Virginia's 7th District, the PBA endorsed her Republican rival, Del. Nick Freitas (Culpeper). Spanberger won that year and again in 2022 before declining to seek reelection last year to run for governor.
In the PBA's statement Wednesday, it lauded Spanberger for voting in Congress "to increase funding for local police departments and sheriff's offices -- and she was relentless in pushing her bipartisan Social Security Fairness Act across the finish line to secure the earned benefits of thousands of Virginia's retired police officers."
Joe Woloszyn, president of the Virginia Police Benevolent Association, added in the statement that Spanberger "has a deep, expert-level knowledge of the unique challenges facing Virginia's law enforcement officers, and she is a leader who shares our goal of building trust across our communities and working toward a safer, stronger Commonwealth."
Spanberger spent several years working as a federal postal inspector on narcotics and money-laundering cases, and then as an undercover officer for the CIA before running for Congress.
"Law enforcement officers are not making the money they should, and there's a problem with turnover in corrections; they're short-staffed. That's all got to be looked at from a holistic standpoint and Spanberger would come in and have the experience to look at that," Rich Goszka, the Virginia field representative for the parent group Southern States Police Benevolent Association, said in an interview.
He said the group felt comfortable sticking with Miyares, the incumbent state attorney general. "He's a more law-and-order kind of guy. We felt confident in him to continue leading the state," Goszka said. Miyares is running against Democratic former delegate Jerrauld "Jay" Jones, of Norfolk, who last week convened a roundtable in Richmond to showcase his ideas about criminal justice policies.
The PBA picked Reid for lieutenant governor over Democratic state Sen. Ghazala Hashmi (Chesterfield) because "he was very veteran- and police-friendly," Goszka said.
Virginia's statewide races are run individually, not as a ticket, which sometimes results in partisan splits.
Earle-Sears, a small-business owner who served in the Marine Corps, has claimed repeatedly on the campaign trail that Spanberger favors defunding the police, exposing law enforcement officers to lawsuits and taking away peoples' guns. That would result in "anarchy," Earle-Sears told supporters at a campaign event this month in Surry County.
"When we call 911, we say there's a burglar, who's going to get us? Exactly, they're not going to come, there's nobody. And we're not even going to be able to have our guns. Because Abigail is going to get rid of our [Second Amendment] rights. Can we afford her? No. No. I mean, all across the board, this woman is crazy. She's absolutely crazy," Earle-Sears said.
Spanberger has not advocated defunding the police and famously scolded other Democrats in Congress in 2020 for losing elections by taking far-left positions -- such as to defund the police. The daughter of a law enforcement officer, Spanberger has said she carried a gun every day as a federal agent but favors some types of gun control, such as a ban on assault-style weapons.
Spanberger signed onto the federal Justice in Policing Act during the racial justice protests of 2020, which included provisions seeking to "reform" -- but not eliminate -- qualified immunity, the concept that protects police officers from lawsuits while in the line of duty.
Earle-Sears has made law and order a keystone of her campaign this summer, appearing before supporters with the slogan "Defend & Deliver" on banners in military-style lettering. She lists endorsements from more than 55 sheriffs on her campaign website, as well as several commonwealth's attorneys.
"She has a proven record of supporting law enforcement, restoring order, and backing the blue," Hopewell Sheriff Travis Stanley said while introducing Earle-Sears at an event in that city this month. "She will defend our officers against radical efforts to defund or disarm them [and] defend qualified immunity [from] politically motivated lawsuits."
This week, after Trump seized control of law enforcement in the District and condemned the city's crime rate, Earle-Sears cast blame on Spanberger in several posts on X. "Carjackers. Burglars. Robbers. Abigail Spanberger voted to protect D.C.'s law that goes soft on all of them," Winsome-Sears wrote, saying her opponent "fights for criminals."
She cited Spanberger's 2023 refusal to vote in Congress against D.C.'s revised criminal code, which a handful of other Democrats joined Republicans in opposing over its reduction or elimination of mandatory minimum sentences for a variety of crimes. It marked the first time in more 30 years that Congress overturned a law passed by D.C.'s council.
Spanberger's office said in a statement at the time that she "believes there is a high bar for elected officials from Virginia or any other state to intervene in Washington, D.C.'s local affairs, and as D.C.'s local code change would have increased maximum penalties for horrific crimes like attempted sexual assault, attempted murder, and assaulting a police officer. Rep. Spanberger did not vote to interfere."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
'Dog days' may now be over, but Tuesday was hot in D.C. 
The celebrated "dog days" of summer may have just ended, according to at least one important definition. But Tuesday was the hottest day so far in August. 

(iStock)


By Martin Weil | 2025-08-13
The "dog days" of summer, a phrase often understood to describe the yearly period of greatest heat and least activity may -- by one definition -- have just ended. Nevertheless, in Washington, Tuesday turned out to be the hottest day so far this month.
The presumed end of the dog days, followed by the start of renewed heat in D.C., would seem a reminder that weather folklore and actual weather need not always send the same message.
Tuesday suggested that the dog days may still have time to run, and called for an examination of the definitions of this unofficially designated interval of maximum heat.
Merriam-Webster defines the dog days as the period of hot, sultry weather that goes on into early September. However, a conflicting and highly influential definition comes from the Old Farmer's Almanac.
The Almanac, a venerable compendium of wit and wisdom that includes much weather lore, says on its website that "we consider the Dog Days to be the 40 days beginning July 3 and ending August 11."
This definition is based on astronomy; it reflects the position in the sky of the star Sirius, known as the "dog star." During the dog days, according to the Almanac's website, Sirius occupies the same region of the sky as the Sun.
Sirius is the brightest star visible from any part of Earth; the ancients thought it was enhancing the searing radiance of the summer sun.
Linking the idea of the dog days to the position of Sirius apparently permits the determination that the steamy days of maximum hot-weather torpor have finally come to an end, concluding on Monday.
Such an idea made Tuesday a calendar landmark, as the day of the Northern Hemisphere's deliverance from summer's most tormenting time.
Yet Tuesday seemed to confound expectations: It was not cooler than its predecessors; it was warmer. It turned out to be hotter than any previous day in August this year, and was the first 90-degree day of the month.
The high temperature was 91 degrees -- perhaps not memorably hot, but above normal, and three degrees hotter than Monday's  88, which had thus far been the hottest August day of 2025.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
At a D.C. library, camaraderie flourishes through mah-jongg 
The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library hosts Mahjong nights every Tuesday. In less than four months, the event has grown to be one of the library's most popular games.

Alejandro Bolivar-Cervoni washes tiles during mah-jongg night at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on July 22. (Photos by Eric Lee/For The Washington Post) 


By Daranee Balachandar | 2025-08-13
A brief silence descended on the table as Alejandro Bolivar-Cervoni checked the symbols on the white rectangular tiles in front of him to see whether he had the sets to win the game.
"Mah-jongg!" he said as he tipped the tiles over to show the three other players on his table his winning sets.
The tiles clacked loudly as they hit the table, briefly overtaking the lively chatter of people playing mah-jongg at a dozen other tables similarly laid out at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on a warm Tuesday evening last month.
"I think if you look at this room, it's so diverse. ... It's so important to feel like I can connect to the broader D.C. community," Bolivar-Cervoni, 34, said. "And I think it's like the biggest slice of life, the fact that I get to come here every Tuesday and just get to meet with people from all different parts of the city, all different backgrounds."

Bolivar-Cervoni holds tiles during a round of the game. 


Mah-jongg night   has become one of the library's most popular programs since the first game on April 1. The weekly sessions have attracted around 70 D.C. residents of different ages, ethnic groups, economic backgrounds and skill levels.
Bolivar-Cervoni's reason for learning mah-jongg was a personal one: He wanted to honor the memory of his late friend who used to play the game. He joined the mah-jongg sessions at the D.C. Public Library in late May after seeing an ad on a Capital Jewish Museum mailing list.
In two months, he formed meaningful friendships with other D.C. residents who joined the sessions.
"It gives me a lot of civic pride to know my tax dollars go to support this place, and I get to really enjoy it and see this community," said Bolivar-Cervoni, a marketing analyst manager.
Across the table, Ardavan Heavans, 50, shuffled and lined up the mah-jongg tiles, getting ready to play another round. Heavans learned to play the Chinese style of the game from his grandmother in Pakistan when he was 5, and he continued to play when his family came to the United States in 1988. He learned to play the American version of the game when he moved to D.C. 20  years later.
He said the game transcends cultures and fosters community.
"The world, you know, is so hectic and politics [are] dividing so many groups of people," Heavans said. "So, the game is just magical that it has a way of silencing that noise, even if it is for a couple of hours."

Jennie Mak, who teaches the Chinese style of mah-jongg, helps people at the library learn to play. 


Jenna Fischer, 28, learned to play the American style of the game from her mother when she was in middle school and was looking to pick it back up when she heard about the mah-jongg sessions at the library from a friend. Fischer, who lost her job at the U.S. Institute of Peace earlier this year, said that she would have joined and made time for the game nights even if she still had her job.
She said mah-jongg nights have created a space where politics is not a priority and the group of players have built their own community.
"I think it's part of D.C. that I might not always get to meet," Fischer said. "It's really great to come back  and see the same faces and get to know people, in a very often divided city."
April Ovens, the library's support coordinator,  introduced the mah-jongg program  after she was approached by game instructors Jennie Mak and Jon Gann separately in March. She did not expect the program to become as popular as it did in four months, she said, but was pleasantly surprised to see D.C. residents of various backgrounds take an interest in learning and playing the game.
The library opens its doors to residents every Tuesday evening from 6 to 8 p.m. It offers participants the opportunity to learn two styles of mah-jongg for free -- Chinese, taught by Mak, and American, taught by Gann and David Horowitz.

Tiles are laid on a mat at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library in D.C. 


Mak, 54, teaches the Chinese variation of mah-jongg -- the Hong Kong style, which she used to play with her family as a child there. As a part-time Cantonese language teacher, she started teaching the game to her students last year as a way to immerse them in the language. She then branched out to teach groups of people interested in learning mah-jongg across Virginia and D.C., including at the Cleveland Park Library.
She contacted Ovens at the beginning of the year when she saw a growing interest in the game among D.C. residents.
"Mah-jongg is not just a game to me. It's like part of my culture," Mak said.
Gann, 59, a film producer, hosts game sessions with Horowitz, 60, a health policy analyst at the Shaw/Watha T. Daniel Neighborhood Library and the Capital Jewish Museum.
Mah-jongg originated in China hundreds of years ago and was introduced to the United States in the 1920s. The game is played in several styles, including Chinese, American and Riichi, the Japanese style.

Since game nights began in April, attendance has grown to almost 100 people for lessons on American and Hong Kong-style mah-jongg. 


Chinese mah-jongg sets consist of 144 tiles engraved with symbols of circles, bamboos, Chinese characters, dragons, winds and flowers. American mah-jongg is played with 152 tiles, including jokers, that are similarly designed to the Chinese sets. The game is played by four people.
The tiles are shuffled and arranged to make a wall that forms a square. The players take turns drawing a tile from the wall and discard another tile in the middle of the table until they form a winning hand.
In Chinese mah-jongg, the first player to build a combination of four sets of three and a pair of tiles wins the game. The American style uses the same principle, but players also refer to a card issued by the National Mah Jongg League annually that dictates the set combinations that win the game for that year. The combinations change every year.
Mah-jongg was typically played by Chinese and Jewish women, but Horowitz said he has seen a flurry of younger people and men walking through the front doors of the library.
Mak said the program has allowed D.C. residents to connect with each other in the past few months.
"We've all been through a lot," Mak said about the impact of politics on D.C. and its residents. She said the players have built a community by playing the game.
"There's a safe place for us," she said.

Jon Gann, a mah-jongg instructor, enjoys a game night at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. 
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Congress tried to control D.C. police in 1989. The results were disastrous.
Today, relaxed criminal laws and a pandemic-era crime spike have again made D.C. a federal target. But little is known about exactly how federal officials plan to improve the conditions they complain about. 

Members of the D.C. National Guard report to their headquarters on Tuesday. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Spencer Hsu, Paul Duggan | 2025-08-13
In 1989, before the new millennium brought economic rebirth to the nation's capital, large swaths of Washington actually resembled the hellish crimescape that President Donald Trump contends the city has become today.
The crack epidemic was raging. Gangs of drug dealers engaged in murderous competition. The annual homicide toll nearly surpassed 500, nearly five times last year's total, at a time when the city had about 100,000 fewer residents. The poverty-riven city was mired in fiscal and social chaos -- and on the cusp of bankruptcy. The rampant "bloodshed, bedlam and squalor" that Trump conjured to describe the city this week was a stark reality.
Back then, in a now largely forgotten intervention in the annals of on-again, off-again federal control of the nation's capital, it wasn't the White House that led the effort, as Trump did Monday. It was Congress. And the results were disastrous. Just a few years later, Congress intervened again with much better results -- establishing a financial control board that helped turn around the city's dire finances.
Today, criminal laws relaxed following the murder of George Floyd and the aftermath of a post-pandemic crime spike have again made D.C. a federal target. But as National Guard troops began to deploy onto city streets, little else was known about exactly how federal officials plan to improve the conditions they complain about.
"There are a myriad of ways the federal government can be partners in supporting our safety," said D.C. Council member Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), arguing that Congress has failed to fully fund policing efforts and that a backlog of judicial appointments, which would help speed up prosecutions, remains unaddressed. "Sending hundreds of troops into our neighborhoods without context or training does not get us there."
Back in 1989, one of the first directives lawmakers on Capitol Hill issued to then-Mayor Marion Barry (D) was to hire 1,800 new police officers for a force then numbering about 3,600. Otherwise, Congress would withhold $430 million in federal funds that year -- and again the next. Barry's administration had about 20 months to comply.

Then-Mayor Marion Barry outside U.S. District Court in 1990. (Dudley M. Brooks/The Washington Post)


As a series of stories in The Washington Post later revealed, the hiring binge was marked by drastic corner-cutting in proper recruitment, background checks and training, and it led to an influx of men and women who were not qualified to wear badges or carry guns. At least one received his acceptance letter while he was locked up on drug charges. Another's mailing address turned out to be St. Elizabeths Hospital, the city's secure psychiatric facility.
By 1994, graduates of D.C. police academy classes in 1989 and 1990 composed roughly a third of the force. Yet they made up about half of all officers charged with crimes since 1989, from shoplifting to murder, and more than half of those accused by the department of insubordination, neglect of duty and making false statements. Prosecutors at the time kept a list of D.C. officers so tainted by wrongdoing that they could not be called to testify in court. Half of the 189 officers on that roster were 1989 or 1990 academy graduates.
The FBI was so worried about growing criminal behavior in the Metropolitan Police Department that it launched an elaborate, months-long sting operation in which D.C. officers were recruited to act as armed guards for what they thought were wholesale drug shipments passing through the District. When the undercover effort, dubbed "Operation Broken Faith," ended in December 1993, agents arrested 12 officers -- all young, unseasoned and ill-trained -- who had pocketed $75,800 in payoffs, mostly for escorting a purported 135 kilograms of cocaine. "The Dirty Dozen," they came to be called.

U.S. Park Police officers search a man after a raid on the area of 45th and Quarles streets NE in Washington for illegal drugs on July 19, 1985. (Linda Wheeler/The Washington Post)


But the corruption crisis was swamped by a broader citywide breakdown. Two decades after the Home Rule Act of 1973 gave Washington residents the right to elect their own mayor for the first time since the post-Civil War Reconstruction era, the city in 1995 reached another crossroads: It was broke.
Burdened by poor financial management and an eroding tax base, the city had racked up a $722 million deficit and was unable to deliver basic services.
Congress again stepped in, formally taking over the city as it faced insolvency, imposing a federal control board that effectively ran the city for six years before restoring local autonomy.
This wider takeover had better -- and longer-lasting -- results.
A Republican Congress and Democratic President Bill Clinton agreed on a reform plan that left in place an elected mayor and council but added a chief financial officer approved by the control board who would later be elected mayor: Anthony A. Williams. It also included structural changes that led to a balanced budget, tax incentives to draw new residents and businesses, and federalizing state-like functions including the courts and prison operation.

President Bill Clinton, accompanied by Vice President Al Gore and police officers from around the country, unveils his anti-crime package at the White House in 1993. (Barry Thumma/AP)


The city's economic rebirth coincided with a two-decade-long drop in crime from the 1991 peak that mirrored nationwide crime trends.
The changes came with some drawbacks. Closing the District's notorious prison in Lorton, Virginia, and sending inmates into the Federal Bureau of Prisons meant better detention conditions and access to services, but at the price of contact with family and community.
But the District's public safety reputation improved to the point that the capital's U.S. attorney at the time of the takeover -- Eric H. Holder Jr. -- went on to serve as U.S. attorney general from 2009 to 2015.
Peter Newsham, D.C. police chief from January 2017 to January 2021, said the tide changed again at the end of his tenure, when anti-police sentiment grew following the murder in Minneapolis police custody of George Floyd in May 2020.

D.C. Police Chief Peter Newsham at a news conference on removing illegal guns from D.C. streets in 2019. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


The D.C. Council dealt a "devastating blow" by cutting proposed funding for police staffing. He estimated that the force has shrunk since then from 3,800 sworn officers to about 3,200, reaching a half-century low, as officers have left faster than they can be replaced.
At the same time, D.C. prosecutors appointed by presidents of both parties complained that appeals court judges and D.C. Council members were interpreting existing laws or enacting new ones to be more defendant-friendly.
All of it set the stage for Trump's announcement Monday, Newsham said.
"I don't think you can understate" the impact of those events, said Newsham, who is now chief of police for Prince William County, Virginia. "Everybody knows there are some neighborhoods in Washington, D.C., that are really plagued with violent crime. And the council essentially in 2020 defunded the agency by reducing its staffing."
This week, Democratic lawmakers including the District's nonvoting member of Congress, Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, and  Sen. Chris Van Hollen (Maryland) have condemned Trump's moves as an authoritarian power grab that illustrates the injustice of denying statehood -- and autonomy -- to the District.

President Donald Trump at the White House on Monday. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


"If Trump actually cared about the people of D.C. and their safety, he wouldn't have blocked the local government from spending over $1 billion of its own money to fund its own police department, schools and more," Van Hollen said.
Federal governance of the capital has evolved with the political times. Chartered shortly after the creation of the District of Columbia, the city of Washington in 1802 had its own mayors through 1871. They were appointed until 1820 and elected until 1871, when the office of mayor was abolished and the executive became a territorial governor appointed by the president.
Federally appointed governors or commissioners oversaw the District until 1974, when Congress enabled a locally elected mayor and council under the D.C. Home Rule Act -- but stopped short of stripping itself of oversight authority.
That remains relevant in the current moment. While the president has emergency authority to deploy the National Guard in the District, lasting change in crime control requires action from Congress, which has authority over D.C. laws.

A D.C. National Guard member outside the D.C. Armory on Tuesday. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post)


That includes authority over the city budget, including the deployment of police and resources, the power to confirm judges to the severely shorthanded and backlogged D.C. Superior Court, which oversees criminal prosecutions of violations of D.C. statutes, and oversight of D.C. criminal and juvenile justice laws, which some critics view as too soft.
Some want to see action on all fronts -- confirming more judges and using funds as a lever to push for a crackdown on crime.
The District has a curfew law for kids 17 and younger, which runs from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. But federal prosecutors want to go further. The new U.S. attorney, former Fox News host Jeanine Pirro, has called for the D.C. Council to overturn legislation reducing sentences for young offenders.
Separately, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) has proposed taking away some of D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb's authority over prosecuting juvenile offenders and limiting his office's discretion over when to bring charges.
Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright and Olivia George contributed to this report.
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Golf
As U.S. Ryder Cup captain, Keegan Bradley needs to take himself out of it
The PGA of America never should have put him in this position, but at this point, the only sensible call is leave the playing to his countrymen.

(Johnnie Izquierdo/Getty Images)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-08-14

On the prospect of playing in the Ryder Cup as the U.S. captain, Keegan Bradley said, "I have to look at myself just like any other player trying to make the team." (Johnnie Izquierdo/Getty Images)


OWINGS MILLS, Md. -- One way to look at the impending Ryder Cup fiasco is that Keegan Bradley, PGA Tour pro, has played unexpectedly good golf for most of this season. He has made the job of Keegan Bradley, U.S. Ryder Cup captain, quite difficult. Earn his way onto his own team for next month's competition? It remains possible.
Another way to look at it: Regardless of how he plays in the remaining two PGA Tour events before he must choose his team, Bradley should stand down. Step aside. Being the team captain is enough. Playing would be too much.
For reference, let's take the 2027 Ryder Cup in Ireland. Rory McIlroy is from Northern Ireland. Wouldn't he be a perfect fit for captain of the European team? Why not take on that challenge of playing and captaining?
"The idea of me being a playing captain sometime soon ... has come up," McIlroy revealed Wednesday. "And I've shot it down straightaway."
Why?
"Because I don't think you can do it."
That's a reasonable take. But Bradley doesn't have to listen to a star on the rival team. He should, however, listen to reason.
"He might be right," Bradley said. "We don't know. No one knows."
Let's not find out.
Here we are, less than two weeks from Bradley naming his team, and the captain clearly still is mulling his standing for his own squad. He is 10th in the U.S. standings. The top six make the team automatically. The next six are captain's picks. Perform well at this week's BMW Championship at Caves Valley Golf Club, where he spoke Wednesday, and he will move up in the standings. Perform well at next week's Tour Championship, and Bradley the player will put more pressure on Bradley the captain.
"I certainly have a lot of concerns, as well as everybody else," Bradley said. "... I can truly sit here right now and say I don't know what's going to happen. I have to look at myself just like any other player trying to make the team."
Except he's not any other player trying to make the team. He's the captain charged with leading it.
Bradley said Wednesday that the enormity of his impending task is beginning to weigh on him in ways that it hadn't before now. The matches are Sept. 26-28 at Bethpage Black on Long Island. That's six weeks away. There's much to do.
"The Ryder Cup has always been so far away, and now it's right there," Bradley said. "... I'm thinking a lot more about it now. I'm laying in bed thinking about golf balls that the guys play, thinking about pairings. Certainly amped up."
As is most of the sport. The Ryder Cup has morphed from a biennial exhibition between Europe and the United States into something of a golf behemoth. The challenge for Bradley's American charges is gargantuan. The crowds at Bethpage should be somewhere between boisterous and unreasonable and could bring a brand of partisanship that borders on embarrassing.
The American captain should be in charge of quieting that noise for his team, not playing through it. He isn't just responsible for announcing his six captain's picks Aug. 27. He has a say in course setup. He will choose who plays with whom and when. He must organize. He must inspire. It's a lot.
Why complicate it, then? If you're already thinking about which brand of golf ball one of your players uses and what the impact might be on a partner who plays a different brand, and that keeps you up at night -- why introduce your own swing into the mix?

Bradley has five top-10 finishes, including a victory, this year. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Maybe because he has significant support.
"I think if it's something that Keegan wants to be part of the team and wants to play, I think he's a guy we'd all love to have on the team," said none other than Scottie Scheffler, the best golfer on the planet. "The intensity that he's brought as a captain -- I mean, he has definitely exceeded my expectations as a captain."
That's a strong endorsement from perhaps the most important voice. And it is added to a chorus of American players who have backed Bradley's candidacy to play.
Back to McIlroy. Maybe he's merely trying to mess with his opponents' minds, but his answers about why he already has shot down the idea of being a playing captain one day seemed genuine.
"You think about the extra media that a captain has to do," he said. "You think about the extra meetings that the captains have to do with the vice captains, with the PGA of America, in Keegan's case, preparing your speech for the opening ceremony. There's a lot of things that people don't see that the captain does the week of the Ryder Cup -- especially now that the Ryder Cup has become so big."
This dilemma is only partly Bradley's fault, and all he did to get here was play pretty good golf. He won the Travelers Championship in June to rise to seventh in the world rankings. He has four other top-10 finishes this calendar year. Even as his past four events have yielded a missed cut and no finish higher than a tie for 30th -- dropping him to 12th in the rankings -- he certainly would be under consideration by any other American captain.
"I definitely think he's one of the best 12 American players right now," McIlroy said. "That's why everyone is so interested and it's such a compelling case."
It could have been compelling to watch Bradley the player try to earn his way on. The PGA of America -- the organization that stages the Ryder Cup and that is wholly separate and different from the PGA Tour -- made it a potential debacle by naming Bradley captain for a Ryder Cup in which he was going to be just 39 years old. The interview process essentially went like this:
Seth Waugh, former CEO of the PGA of America: "Keegan, this is Seth. Would you like to be Ryder Cup captain?"
Bradley, dumbfounded: "Uh, sure?"
Maybe wait for him to be a vice captain a time or two before offering him the big chair? Maybe wait for him to be in his mid- to late 40s, when he would have less of a chance to put himself in the position he's in?
But here we are.
Not that anyone should make choices based on how they could be second-guessed, but think of it this way: Should Europe win, what are the odds that the main American lament is "What if Keegan had just played himself?" A much more likely frustration would seem to be "Why in the world did Keegan include himself?"
The Ryder Cup is a month and a half away. Keegan Bradley is still wrestling with a decision. He should stop. Play the next two weeks, then put the clubs away. The captain's enormous responsibility is to put his players in the best position to excel. He can't do that if he's at the range working on his own game, too.
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Golf
Video: PGA Tour returns to Maryland course that will be more challenging this time
Caves Valley was an easy test for the top pros in 2021. See how that could change this week for the BMW Championship in Owings Mills.

(Jorge Ribas/The Washington Post)


By Matt Cohen | 2025-08-14
The PGA Tour returns to Maryland: Caves Valley Golf Club in Owings Mills will host the BMW Championship beginning Thursday.

The PGA Tour returns to Maryland starting Aug. 14, as Caves Valley Golf Club hosts the BMW Championship following a multi-million-dollar course renovation.


The course has changed extensively since the tournament last came to Caves Valley in 2021, when the winning score was a whopping 27 under par. The changes -- part of a renovation done over 100 days in 2023 -- are meant to make the course more challenging.
Matt Fuller, director of golf at Caves Valley, showed us some of the new course features and demonstrated the shots that Scottie Scheffler, Rory McIlroy and other top pros may need to execute during the tournament.
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Nationals
Nationals find some relief and hold off Royals in series finale
After Jake Irvin struggles, bullpen pieces together five innings of one-run ball to help secure an 8-7 win that included plenty of drama.

From left, Nationals outfielders James Wood, Jacob Young and Robert Hassell III celebrate an 8-7 win over the Royals. (Jamie Squire/Getty Images)


By Andrew Golden | 2025-08-14
KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Jake Irvin trudged through four miserable, underwhelming innings on a humid Wednesday afternoon at Kauffman Stadium and left one big question in his wake: Who would follow him?
The Washington Nationals were clinging to a one-run lead, and interim manager Miguel Cairo had to piece together five innings with a relief corps that, entering the day, included seven rookies, the worst bullpen ERA in baseball and a 25-year-old closer with two career saves.
So, of course, Cairo's relievers locked it down, allowing just one run the rest of the way in the Nationals' 8-7 win over the Kansas City Royals in the finale of a three-game series. Baseball being baseball, it was Royals closer Carlos Estevez -- the American League leader in saves -- who faltered. After the Nationals' Clayton Beeter surrendered the tying run in the eighth, Daylen Lile delivered a two-out RBI single off Estevez in the ninth to put Washington (48-72) back in front.
"Definitely a moment you dream about," Lile said. "After that first pitch, I had to calm myself down and get back to what I do best and just stay within myself."
Still, more drama awaited. Jose A. Ferrer, who recorded the final out of the eighth, got the first two outs of the ninth without incident, then allowed an infield single to Jonathan India. Randal Grichuk followed with a pop-up that found a piece of outfield grass just beyond the glove of diving shortstop CJ Abrams, putting runners at the corners.
Ferrer had to work to keep his cool. His first pitch to Tyler Tolbert was a sinking fastball down in the zone at just a tick under 100 mph. Tolbert bounced it straight to Abrams, who threw to second to end it.
"[Recently traded closer Kyle] Finnegan was great at [maintaining his composure]," Ferrer said through an interpreter. "That's something I took from him -- being calm in those situations ... and getting the outs."
Four of the five relievers who pitched Wednesday weren't with the Nationals on Opening Day. Konnor Pilkington, who signed a minor league deal this offseason, pitched the fifth inning. PJ Poulin, claimed off waivers from the Detroit Tigers on Aug. 3, recorded two outs and left two runners in scoring position in the sixth. Cole Henry, the Nationals' 2020 second-round pick who debuted in April, stranded them and got through the seventh. Beeter, acquired in the Amed Rosario trade July 26, followed. Then came Ferrer, the 25-year-old wily veteran with a whopping one year and 94 days of service time entering the season.
"We're going to try to see who can perform and give them a chance to see what they got," Cairo said. "It's a job to be taken, to show the front office and show the organization they belong in the big leagues."
The bullpen maneuvering was a product of lackluster starting pitching between Irvin and the Royals' Seth Lugo. Each walked four over four innings and failed to take advantage of early run support.
Lugo, known for his command, threw nine different pitches over the course of his outing. It didn't matter; the strike zone was elusive. And the Nationals displayed rare patience during his struggles.
Washington loaded the bases on a pair of walks and a single in the first. Nathaniel Lowe followed with a grand slam to give Washington an early lead. Drew Millas added an RBI double later in the inning to make it 5-0.
"I always believe in my ability," Lowe said. "It's a matter of time before I get a good pitch to hit in the right situation, get to put a good swing on the ball and put some runs up for the good guys."
The cushion wouldn't be enough for Irvin, who opened his outing by walking Mike Yastrzemski, allowing a single to Bobby Witt Jr. and throwing a wild pitch to put both in scoring position. They both eventually scored -- just a hint of the traffic Irvin would put on the bases on this afternoon.
Witt added an RBI single in the second, but Irvin got out of the inning without further damage by getting a double play with runners at the corners, a trick he would repeat an inning later.
The Nationals added on with single runs in the third and fourth on an RBI single by Brady House and a homer by Abrams.
Leading 7-3, Irvin couldn't keep the Royals at a distance. With two outs in the fourth -- and an opportunity for the first 1-2-3 inning of the game -- Irvin walked Yastrzemski, then hit Witt with a pitch before Vinnie Pasquantino hit a three-run homer to trim the deficit to 7-6.
Washington now has two starters who rank in the bottom four of MLB in ERA among qualified pitchers: Mitchell Parker (5.55) and Irvin (5.14).
Afterward, Irvin said he is motivated to finish his season strong. "I don't like pitching like [crap]," he said. But he also took solace in the fact that his bullpen came through.
"These guys have been awesome," Irvin said. "The opportunities that they're getting, they're running with it, and I think they've done a fantastic job."
Note: Barring a setback, outfielder Dylan Crews is expected to be activated from the 60-day injured list Thursday ahead of the Nationals' homestand against the Philadelphia Phillies and New York Mets, according to a person familiar with the team's plans. Crews suffered an oblique injury May 20. He batted .196 with a .620 OPS in 45 games before he was hurt.
Crews began a rehab assignment at Class AAA Rochester on July 29 and, in 13 games, hit .244 with two homers and a .726 OPS. He went 0 for 2 on Wednesday in his final rehab appearance.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/08/13/nationals-royals-bullpen/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Nationals
What your favorite MLB player can learn from TikToks of his favorite player 
Can baseball players get better by watching online videos and interviews that feature other MLB stars? They think so.

Daylen Lile has at times turned to social media for inspiration. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-08-13
Washington Nationals outfielder Daylen Lile rolled out of bed, grabbed his phone and typed out what any baseball-obsessed Gen Zer might: "Shohei Ohtani highlights."
He searched, however, with more intention than most. Lile was at Class AA Harrisburg at the time and knew Ohtani gets his front foot down quicker than most other hitters. So did Lile. Their swings were not exactly the same, but Lile figured there might be something he could borrow. After some scrolling and some help from the algorithm, Lile found exactly what he was looking for.
"There were some crazy drills -- like Japanese-type drills," Lile said. "I mean, I saw Shohei hitting with a cricket bat."
Lile never even had to purchase one: When he got to the field that day, a teammate had a cricket bat in his bag. Lile never asked why, and he doesn't remember whose bag it was. Maybe he saw the Ohtani video, too. Regardless, Lile figured he might as well swipe it for the afternoon and try it out during warmups. The piece of equipment, in theory, is supposed to help a hitter understand how to flatten his bat path and barrel the baseball.
"Kind of funny -- I ended up hitting a home run that day," Lile said. "So I was like, 'Well, I guess I'm going to keep this going.'"
Lile is far from the only young ballplayer who turns to Instagram, YouTube or TikTok in times of need or curiosity. The 22-year-old exists on one end of the spectrum, with baseball videos populating about 50 percent of his algorithm and much of his search history. On the other end is pitcher Jackson Rutledge, who figured food content far outnumbered baseball clips. Most Nationals players agreed that what they have found online hasn't had a huge impact on their makeup as players; maybe a grip here or a drill there. But many could also point to at least one helpful thing they learned from watching a big leaguer's interview, routine or highlight online.

This offseason, Brad Lord got some help online while working on his slider. (Nick Wass/AP) 


Right-hander Brad Lord, for instance, was very deliberate with the search process. This offseason, between shifts at Home Depot, he tried to figure out why his slider refused to leave his hand with any sort of consistency. When he used traditional slider grips, the ball came out of his hand moving like a cutter, or the horizontal break on the pitch would vary widely from one pitch to the next.
And so, every few days before he played catch, Lord's trainer would approach him with an interview that explained a new slider grip. Then, during the workout, Lord would throw the pitch with the grip. Eventually, he learned it was best to find a "spike" grip and let his middle finger command the pitch, as he would with a curveball. Finally, after a lot of trial and error, they found their way to Texas Rangers righty Kumar Rocker and his "Death Ball."
Yeah, Lord decided. 
That was it.
"I don't really watch baseball a whole bunch outside of playing it and looking for tips and stuff," Lord said. "But, yeah, I think ... it was helpful, and we'd just try to replicate [what we saw]."
The next -- and most important -- step is working with the Nationals' coaches. Pitching coaches Jim Hickey and Sean Doolittle help Lord keep his grip consistent, checking to see whether it slips or alters throughout the season.
"These guys are a tremendous tool -- and lots of knowledge between them, too," Lord said. "It's fun to pick their brains, go to them and say, 'Hey, I want to look at this today.'"
For pitchers, it's a lot of work on tinkering with grips and cues. Most of what they try out will never see the light of an MLB game. But every now and then, there's an idea that works. Before Zach Brzykcy was demoted, he said the rise on his changeup, for instance, came from watching an interview in which Max Scherzer talked about throwing off his ring finger. Cole Henry hasn't implemented any in a game yet, but he thinks injured Arizona Diamondbacks starter Corbin Burnes's cutter could fit in his repertoire, and he messed around with some grips he saw online. Rutledge's splitter grip -- and the blood blister that sometimes follows it -- came from watching Toronto Blue Jays righty Kevin Gausman on "Pitching Ninja," a popular channel that was the most frequently cited source for helpful interviews.
"That's the nice thing about social media being in baseball now," Rutledge said. "We get to share ideas a little bit easier."
A few holdouts remain. Konnor Pilkington said coaches have taught and introduced everything he has ever needed to know. But every once in a while, there would be a player like Lile who finds a diamond in the algorithm -- maybe Freddie Freeman's batting practice, he said, or Bryan Reynolds's drills. Or, of course, Ohtani.
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Maryland Terrapins
Pep Hamilton has coached everywhere. His son makes Maryland special.
The well-traveled offensive coordinator is embracing the familiar in his first season with the Terrapins.

Pep Hamilton is entering his first season as Maryland's offensive coordinator. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Gene Wang | 2025-08-14
When Pep Hamilton was mulling an offer to become offensive coordinator of the Maryland football team, among the enticements linked to the position were a homecoming to his beloved D.C. area and a crack at grooming prized freshman quarterback Malik Washington.
In the end, though, the move to join Terrapins Coach Michael Locksley's staff came down to family.
At the top of the list was a pathway to correcting an imbalance that frequently accompanies well-traveled assistants such as Hamilton, whose extensive coaching resume features a dozen stops over nearly 30 years. During that time, Hamilton spent protracted periods away from his son.
These days, the two connect regularly in College Park, where freshman quarterback Jackson Hamilton is on the Maryland roster after multiple scouting services considered him a three-star prospect coming out of high school. Pep Hamilton, meanwhile, is charged with rebooting an offense that dipped last season following the departure of record-setting quarterback Taulia Tagovailoa.
"For me, it's been a true blessing, because in this profession, we spend a lot of time at work, and so I would say that since I've been here over the past six months, I've probably seen [Jackson] more than I had in the past 18 years of his life," Pep Hamilton said. "And that was a big part of why I decided to take advantage of the opportunity that Coach Locks gave me. It's just a unique time in my life, my family."
Hamilton's ties to the area run deep. His wife, Nicole, attended DuVal High in Lanham, and her side of the family still resides in Prince George's County. The couple's oldest daughter is attending George Washington University. Their youngest daughter is enrolled at Bullis High in Potomac.
The Hamiltons' home is near Eastern Market, a few miles from where Pep Hamilton, who was raised in Charlotte, played quarterback for Howard. He began his coaching career with the Bison in 1997, serving as quarterbacks coach.
Hamilton's most decorated protege at Howard was Ted White, the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference's career leader in passing yards and touchdowns, who is a senior offensive assistant for the Terps.
Their partnership at Howard was the beginning of Hamilton's ascent to becoming one of the most respected quarterback whisperers at any level. He tutored Andrew Luck when he was offensive coordinator at Stanford and with the Indianapolis Colts, and he worked with Justin Herbert when he was quarterbacks coach for the Los Angeles Chargers.
Most recently, Hamilton was the Houston Texans' offensive coordinator in 2022. The previous season, when he was the Texans' passing game coordinator and quarterbacks coach, Hamilton had a hand in Davis Mills setting the franchise record for rookie passing yards and compiling the third-highest completion percentage by a rookie in NFL history.
"You look at what Pep has done -- his time at Stanford, his time at Michigan [in 2017 and 2018] -- and I've said this before, if you were just to take his picture and name off the resume, and you put it in front of executives that hire head coaches, you'd have a hard time not hiring Pep Hamilton," said Locksley, whose friendship with Hamilton extends back decades.
During preseason camp, Hamilton has been closely monitoring three quarterbacks vying for the starting job. Washington is the presumptive front-runner given his status as a four-star recruit and the No. 5 quarterback nationally in the Class of 2025, according to 247 Sports. The 2024 All-Met Offensive Player of the Year from Archbishop Spalding finished his high school career as the all-time passing leader in Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association history and with a 25-0 record as a starter.
Last week, Washington nursed what he described as lower-body discomfort that limited him in practice. He is still working toward regaining full health, throwing lightly Wednesday afternoon a little more than two weeks before the Terps open the season Aug. 30 against Florida Atlantic at SECU Stadium.
"He's been back, and he's done individual work here," Locksley said. "We're progressing him back to a return-to-play mode. He's ahead of schedule -- I can say that. Really like what I've seen from him and what we've been allowed to do with him."
Also competing to become Maryland's third regular starting quarterback in as many seasons are Justyn Martin, a redshirt junior transfer from UCLA, and Khristian Martin, a redshirt freshman. Khristian Martin was selected most outstanding player of the spring game. Justyn Martin is the only quarterback on the roster who has taken a snap at the Football Bowl Subdivision level.
Locksley has indicated he plans to reveal the starting quarterback to the team Aug. 24 but that those outside the locker room will have to wait until the first snap against FAU to learn his decision. It's the same blueprint Locksley followed last year, when Billy Edwards Jr. won the starting job before transferring to Wisconsin in the offseason after the Terps went 4-8.
Hamilton has been reticent to discuss the matter, too, but his relationship with Washington is a lengthy one. Hamilton and Washington initially met when Washington was playing youth football for the Maryland Heat.
"I've known [Hamilton] for a while -- back in like eighth grade," Washington said. "Getting to see him again and seeing all his success he had on the NFL level with a bunch of different guys has been amazing to learn from."
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NFL
Shedeur Sanders injury is latest twist in Browns' four-way QB battle
Sanders suffered an oblique injury during Wednesday's joint practice with the Eagles and could miss Saturday's preseason game.

(David Richard/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-14

Shedeur Sanders, left, speaks with Joe Flacco during a recent Browns practice. (David Richard/AP)


PHILADELPHIA -- Five days after he was the talk of the NFL -- at least on a preseason scale -- and changed the conversation about the Cleveland Browns' jumbled quarterback situation, rookie Shedeur Sanders was back to being mostly a spectator on the practice field Wednesday at the Philadelphia Eagles' training facility.
Sanders suffered an oblique injury during a throwing drill early in the Browns' joint practice with the Eagles and did not participate thereafter. Joe Flacco and rookie Dillon Gabriel took snaps in full-team drills. Kenny Pickett was worked into the mix in seven-on-seven passing drills.
So it goes in the Browns' quarterback saga -- a four-man competition for both the starting job and roster spots that is almost unheard-of in the NFL today. Sanders's strained oblique probably will keep him from playing in Saturday's preseason game against the Eagles, the Browns said.
"[Sanders] said something about it," Flacco said following practice. "And, I don't know -- what can I do? You know: 'Oh, man. Sorry, man.' It's kind of tough. We all want to be out there, getting reps. But, hey, that's what training camp and football is all about. Sometimes these things happen. Sometimes you've got to deal with them."
The Browns have collected quarterbacks unabashedly as they prepare to, in all likelihood, move on at some point from their controversial, ill-fated pairing with Deshaun Watson.
They traded for Pickett, the 2022 first-round draft pick by the Pittsburgh Steelers who spent last season with the Eagles as Jalen Hurts's backup. They signed Flacco, the 40-year-old former Super Bowl MVP for the Baltimore Ravens who was the NFL's comeback player of the year two years ago in Cleveland. They chose Gabriel, the Oregon star, in the third round of the draft in April. One day and two rounds later, they ended Sanders's plummet through the draft by selecting the Colorado standout 144th overall.
Now it's up to Coach Kevin Stefanski to maneuver through all of that and pick a season-opening starter -- and maybe even emerge with a quarterback of the future.
"It's an all-encompassing evaluation," Stefanski said before Wednesday's practice. "Obviously I know Week 1 is coming, and we'll make a decision there. But we're very, very obsessed with player development and the development of our quarterbacks. So that's really been something that we've worked hard at, whether it's reps in practice or the meeting rooms or the walk-throughs. We want to make sure we're doing everything in our power to get these guys better."
The Browns thought they were getting their franchise quarterback in 2022 when they traded for Watson and signed him to a five-year contract worth a fully guaranteed $230 million amid the tumult over sexual misconduct allegations made against him in civil lawsuits.
But Watson served an 11-game suspension during the 2022 season for violating the NFL's personal conduct policy. He had his 2023 season cut short by a shoulder injury. He had last season ended by a ruptured right Achilles tendon. And he may miss much or all of this season after suffering a second rupture of that Achilles.
Even when Watson played for the Browns, he rarely resembled the quarterback who was selected to three Pro Bowls with the Houston Texans.
Flacco helped the Browns to the playoffs in the 2023 season in Watson's absence. He was not re-signed and spent last season with the Indianapolis Colts. With Watson injured again and no Flacco to rescue them, the Browns came undone and went 3-14. Now, with Flacco back, Stefanski's path of least resistance would be to open the season with the steady veteran as the starter.
"Joe is the same guy that he was then," Stefanski said. "He's the same guy every single day. That's one of the things you admire about Joe, how he approaches his business. He's done a really nice job in camp. He's also done a really nice job just providing leadership to the quarterback room, to the offense and to this football team."
Teams typically keep just three quarterbacks, at most, on their active rosters, so it's not just the starting job that's up for grabs.
Flacco has seen plenty during an NFL career that, after he was unseated as the starter by Lamar Jackson in Baltimore, has included stints with the Denver Broncos, New York Jets, Browns, Colts and now the Browns again. But even for him, this quarterback situation is something rather different.
"It's interesting," he said. "You can probably sit up at night and think about different ways to approach these types of things. But all I'm doing is going out there and trying to take advantage of whatever I'm doing. I'm preparing as normal, [approaching] training camp as normal. Whenever I get the rep, go out there and do the best you can. Play within yourself. Relax.
"It is hard when you're only getting a couple reps here and there because it goes back to you try so hard to be perfect. And then usually you end up hurting yourself a little bit. But the last couple weeks, honestly, have been pretty good for me. I've gotten to get more reps and get comfortable and feel like I'm doing things at a pretty high level. So I can't complain."

Joe Flacco throws in front of fellow Browns quarterback Dillon Gabriel during training camp last month in Berea, Ohio. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


Pickett and Gabriel have been plagued by hamstring injuries. They were sidelined for Friday's preseason opener at the Carolina Panthers, and Flacco got the night off. That provided an opportunity for Sanders, who had been the fourth-stringer to that point. He took advantage by completing 14 of 23 passes for 138 yards and two touchdowns.
Everything involving Sanders draws close scrutiny and outsize attention, from his draft drop to his preseason play. That just comes with being the son of Deion Sanders and having been coached at Colorado by his father, a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
If Gabriel's hamstring is sufficiently healed, he could start Saturday's preseason game.
"I have no clue what's going to happen," Gabriel said after Wednesday's practice. "I'm just right where my feet are. Time will tell. And we'll see what happens. But that's up to the coaches, and we've got a lot of time up until that point."
While the Browns were alternating quarterbacks Wednesday, Hurts was taking the starter's share of the snaps with the Eagles' offense on an adjacent practice field, working against the Cleveland defense. The contrast was telling.
"That's big," Flacco said. "It's obviously advantageous to have a guy back there 90 percent of the time. And you get going with everybody. You get to hear the cadence. You get to see how he operates and see how he does through tough times and good times. Yeah, that's all great. But, in this league, the situation isn't always just laid out for you perfectly. You've got to be able to adapt. And there's no excuses once it all starts. It's about winning football games, no matter what. And that's the way I approach it."
Time is beginning to run short for Stefanski to make his starting quarterback choice for the regular season.
"He's the one in charge," Flacco said. "I'm not really looking into when he's going to do things and why he's going to do things. As I've said, I'm just kind of going out there and being myself. I feel really confident about what I've been doing. So that's all I can do."
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D.C. Sports Bog
Monumental Sports Network is moving to a more expensive Comcast tier 
Beginning Sept. 15, Monumental Sports Network will move from Xfinity's Popular tier to its Ultimate TV tier.

Capitals games air on Monumental Sports Network. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Scott Allen | 2025-08-14
Monumental Sports Network, the TV home of the Washington Capitals, Wizards and Mystics, is moving to a higher-priced cable package for Comcast Xfinity subscribers next month.
Beginning Sept. 15, Monumental Sports Network will move from Xfinity's Popular tier to its Ultimate TV tier. Xfinity will offer a free preview for Popular tier subscribers through Sept. 30; that will cover four Capitals preseason games.
The Ultimate tier costs roughly $20 more per month than the Popular tier and includes several sports channels not available with the more basic package, such as NFL Network, MLB Network, NHL Network, NBA TV, ESPNU and MASN, which broadcasts Washington Nationals and Baltimore Orioles games.
Comcast is the dominant cable provider in the Washington area, according to research firm S&P Global Market Intelligence. The majority of Comcast subscribers in D.C. already have the Ultimate package, according to the cable company.
Customers who upgrade from the Popular tier to the Ultimate tier before Nov. 15 will receive a $10 discount for the first six months before the full price change takes effect. Customers who choose not to upgrade from the Popular tier will see their monthly regional sports fee reduced. Comcast will begin notifying customers of the coming change Thursday.
MASN moved from the Popular tier to the Ultimate tier in March 2024, part of a larger trend of Comcast moving regional sports networks across the country to its Ultimate tier over the past several years.
Monumental offers a direct-to-consumer streaming subscription for $19.99 per month or $199.99 per year.
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-14
MLB
1 p.m. Seattle at Baltimore >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
4 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Toronto >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
6:45 p.m. Philadelphia at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
8:30 p.m. Arizona at Colorado >>> Fox Sports 1
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Danish Golf Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 a.m. LPGA Tour: Portland Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: BMW Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. U.S. Amateur, round of 32 >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, first leg: LDU Quito at Botafogo >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, first leg: River Plate at Libertad >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: Cincinnati Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL -- CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
8:30 p.m. Ottawa at Winnipeg >>> CBS Sports Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Florida at Florida State >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. North Carolina at Tennessee >>> SEC Network
7:30 p.m. UCLA at Georgia >>> ESPNU
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
7 p.m. Milton (Georgia) at Buford (Georgia) >>> ESPN2
LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES
1 p.m. Japan vs. Czech Republic >>> ESPN
3 p.m. South Carolina vs. Massachusetts >>> ESPN
5 p.m. Mexico vs. Taiwan >>> ESPN
7 p.m. South Dakota vs. Pennsylvania >>> ESPN
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WNBA
Mystics fall to Valkyries in clash of clubs going in opposite directions
Golden State wins at CareFirst Arena for the second time in two weeks. Since the first meeting, their paths have diverged, with the Mystics starting to rebuild and the Valkyries thinking playoffs.

Mystics forward Kiki Iriafen splits the defense of Golden State's Iliana Rupert and Cecilia Zandalasini during Wednesday night's game at CareFirst Arena. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Kareem Copeland | 2025-08-14
The Washington Mystics and Golden State Valkyries met inside CareFirst Arena two weeks ago in a matchup with playoff implications that neither team really wanted to acknowledge at the time. So much can change in 14 days.
During that time, the Mystics traded their top scorer, Brittney Sykes, and their first-round pick from last season, Aaliyah Edwards -- moves that indicated a focus on the future instead of a postseason push. They are 1-5 since, including two losses to Golden State -- the second an 88-83 setback Wednesday night that left them at 14-18 and outside of playoff position.
Golden State is 5-2 since that first meeting, and Coach Natalie Nakase is no longer stifling talk of the postseason. At 17-15, the Valkyries are sitting in the No. 7 playoff slot.
"It's whether we want to be in the playoffs or not?" Nakase said. "This is a choice. If our goal is to be in the playoffs, well then we [say], 'What are the things that we need to do?'"
Golden State never trailed after the opening moments, leading by as many as 25 points. The Mystics rallied behind a fantastic fourth quarter by Sonia Citron, who finished with 15 points. They cut the Valkyries' lead to three with 53.8 seconds remaining but drew no closer.
Veronica Burton (30 points, seven rebounds, seven assists) and Cecilia Zandalasini (20 points, seven rebounds) each hit six three-pointers as the Valkyries made 15 while shooting 46.9 percent from behind the arc.
"You try to take away what people do well when they were able to do that well," Mystics Coach Sydney Johnson said.
Sug Sutton had 15 points and seven assists for Washington. Kiki Iriafen (14 points, 10 rebounds) posted another double-double. Emily Engstler finished 5 for 5 from the field while scoring a season-high 13 points off the bench.
Once the Mystics' defense picked up and they were able to get stops, Sutton said, the offense started to flow.
The Mystics were without Shakira Austin for a second straight game because of left leg soreness. Johnson called her day-to-day.

Washington Mystics fans spoke to The Post on Aug. 13 about game-goers throwing sex toys onto the court at WNBA games.


After the trade of Sykes, additional offensive responsibilities fell to Citron and Iriafen. Citron has overcome slow starts to shine in the second half of the past two games, and Iriafen's showing Wednesday followed a career-high 23 points in a win over the Dallas Wings on Sunday.
"They've really shown what they can do in this league," Johnson said. "We can rely on them, and they're ready for that."
Added Iriafen: "I haven't really put any pressure on taking more shots or being more involved -- just kind of letting the game flow."
Alysha Clark and Jacy Sheldon, who came to the Mystics in the trade deadline deals, made their home debuts and were welcomed with a rousing round of applause. Sheldon scored five points in nine minutes; Clark had two in 19.
Clark's arrival has been hectic: She landed in D.C. on Tuesday morning and was searching for a dog sitter for her two puppies. Despite the chaos that comes with a midseason move all the way from Seattle, Clark had a smile on her face after requesting a trade from the Storm. Things hadn't worked out after she signed as a free agent with Seattle; she averaged just 3.5 points, her fewest since her rookie season of 2012.
At 38, she welcomed the chance to start over and take on a larger role.
"I made a promise to myself this past free agency," Clark said. "I was like, 'I'm going to do what makes me feel happy and me feel comfortable for the last part of my career, because I haven't done that my entirety of my career.'
"And so this was one of those moments. And it was hard."

Mystics guard Jade Melbourne drives past Golden State's Cecilia Zandalasini. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)
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Tech
Russia restricts WhatsApp and Telegram calls in push to control internet
Moscow claims the encrypted apps are used for "deceit and extortion." Meta says it's a push to get Russians onto less secure services to allow government surveillance.

A woman walks in front of the Kremlin in Moscow in April. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)


By Grace  Moon | 2025-08-14
Russia has started restricting some calls on WhatsApp and Telegram, clamping down on the popular foreign-owned encrypted messaging platforms as it pushes for more control over internet use.
The country's digital watchdog claimed that the encrypted messaging apps are being used for "sabotage and terrorist activities," accusing the foreign-owned tech firms of ignoring demands to share information with law enforcement authorities, according to a statement provided to the Russian news agency Interfax.
Meta denied the claims, saying in a statement Wednesday that WhatsApp "defies government attempts to violate people's right to secure communication, which is why Russia is trying to block it from over 100 million Russian people."
"We're deeply concerned that blocking WhatsApp aims to take away the right to private and secure communication and push people in Russia onto less secure services to enable government surveillance," the company said.
Telegram did not immediately respond to requests for comment. In 2018, Moscow attempted to block Telegram after the app's refusal to grant Russian security services access to users' encrypted messages, but the ban was largely ineffective.
Russian authorities have long cracked down on online forms of dissent by tightening control over the internet. The latest restrictions follow the passage of controversial legislation in July that dramatically expanded the government's powers to punish internet users for not only sharing prohibited content, but also for looking it up.
The tit-for-tat between Western tech companies and Moscow sharply escalated after Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. The next month, Russia announced it would block Facebook access, seeking to classify its parent company Meta as an extremist organization, though WhatsApp was allowed to remain.
The move coincided with YouTube's decision to block the channels of Russian state media outlets globally. In late 2024, Russian citizens lost access to YouTube, the last major Western social platform freely available in the country.
In Russia, accessing popular social media platforms is almost impossible without a virtual private network, or VPN, which lets users bypass government blocks. A recent Human Rights Watch report estimated that "about half of the country's population does not know how to use a VPN."
That is pushing internet users onto Russian browsers and social media, where they are given "state approved interpretations of current and historic events," Human Rights Watch said, and face the risk of having their personal data shared with law enforcement officials.
Russia's state telecommunications regulator, Roskomnadzor, claimed Wednesday that WhatsApp and Telegram "have become the main voice services used for deceit and extortion" as Moscow cracks down on fraudulent calls on traditional phone networks.
Meta has banned more than 6.8 million WhatsApp accounts linked to scam operations this year, and said Wednesday that it continues to add fraud protections to its messaging app, including a feature to silence unknown callers and "protect people from unwanted contact."
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National
Americans are drying out: More say alcohol is unhealthy, poll finds
Groups showing pronounced declines in drinking over the last two years include young people, women and Republicans.

In a new Gallup poll, a record low of 24 percent of respondents said they had had an alcoholic drink in the previous 24 hours. (iStock)


By Ben Brasch | 2025-08-14
The percentage of Americans who say they consume alcohol has never been lower over the last 86 years, a new poll found.
The Gallup poll, conducted July 7 to July 21 and released Wednesday, showed that 54 percent of American adults say they drink. It's the lowest number Gallup has reported since it began polling American drinking levels in 1939, and a 13 percentage-point drop from three years ago.
The poll found that 53 percent of Americans said drinking in moderation -- defined as "one or two drinks a day" -- is bad for health, the first time Gallup found a majority that felt that way. As recently as 2018, just 28 percent of respondents said moderate drinking was bad for health. In 2005, more respondents said moderate drinking was good for health than bad.
Public health experts and officials have mounted a public campaign in recent years on the idea that no amount of alcohol is safe.
American rates of alcohol consumption surged during the worst of the covid-19 pandemic, causing even more deaths. Gallup found in 2022 that 67 percent of American adults reported drinking, the highest number in decades. Now, with lockdowns far behind, it seems that rates are decreasing.
Researchers over the past several years have noted the steep decline in drinking among young people. The Gallup poll found the trend has only become more pronounced. The rate of young adults ages 18 to 34 who reported that they drank fell sharply in just two years, from 59 percent in 2023 to 50 percent today.
Among all adults, those who do drink report they are drinking less.
The poll found that the average number of drinks consumed over the past seven days by those who do imbibe was 2.8, the lowest figure Gallup has documented since 1996. That's down one whole drink from a year ago. (The highest average number of average drinks over the past seven days Gallup has recorded is 5.1 drinks in 2003.)
In addition, 24 percent of drinkers reported having had a drink within the previous 24 hours, the lowest total since Gallup began asking the question in 1984. About 40 percent said it had been more than a week since they had a drink, which is the highest percentage since 2000.
The poll found a partisan split in alcohol consumption. The rate of Republicans who say they drink is down about 19 percentage points since 2023, from 65 percent to 46 percent. The rate of Democrats who report drinking alcohol dropped slightly during the same period, from 64 percent to 61 percent.
Women showed a more pronounced decline in drinking than men. Both groups reported a 62 percent drinking rate in 2023 -- whereas this year, women are down to 51 percent, while men are down to 57 percent.

Internal medicine physician Trisha Pasricha explains why the U.S. surgeon general called for alcohol to carry cancer warning labels on Jan. 3.
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National
DeSantis to open second migrant detention center in Florida
With Alligator Alcatraz running in the Everglades, the governor will turn an underused state prison into a second facility for those awaiting deportation.

Fences and wires encircle the Alligator Alcatraz detention facility in Ochopee, Florida. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Lori Rozsa | 2025-08-14
Florida will use an old state prison to set up a second migrant detention center with capacity for up to 1,300 detainees, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced Thursday as part of his aggressive stance on immigration.
Converting the Baker Correctional Institution in north Florida will cost $6 million and take "two to three weeks," officials said. The plan is for a "dormant" part of the prison, which currently has about 400 inmates, to soon hold people arrested in Florida under the Trump administration's immigration crackdown.
DeSantis (R) opened the first state migrant detention facility virtually overnight in early July and announced that Alligator Alcatraz, located at an old air strip in an isolated area next to Everglades National Park, could hold as many as 5,000 people. The site has about 1,000 detainees now.
The price tag for the governor's new center, dubbed "Deportation Depot," will be a fraction of the $450 million cost for Alligator Alcatraz and has the advantage of what DeSantis called "ready-made infrastructure." State officials issued a plan in May to set up detention centers at existing facilities such as prisons and Camp Blanding, the headquarters for the Florida National Guard near Jacksonville.
Alligator Alcatraz was not part of that plan, and after it was opened, DeSantis said he wanted to wait to see how quickly a second location might be needed. On Thursday, he described demand for another location as "ramping up."

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis (R) announced on August 14 the state's second migrant detention center, which will be called the "Deportation Depot."


"This was something that was very appealing from that perspective, because it would require us to do a lot less in standing up than we would at Blanding and far less than we had to do at Alligator Alcatraz," DeSantis said at a news conference in front of the Baker County prison, located in the small town of Sanderson, between Jacksonville and Tallahassee along Interstate 90.
While the prison doesn't include a runway, he noted that it is near an airport.
"And so here you got Lake City [Gateway] Airport 15 minutes down the road, and I think it's very, very convenient -- not as convenient as Alligator Alcatraz, where it's literally just one big facility, but about as close as we can get," DeSantis said.
In the six weeks since what DeSantis refers to as a "makeshift facility" opened in the Everglades, Alligator Alcatraz has been beset by problems and expensive logistical challenges. The portable toilets there have backed up, the chain-link cells have flooded during heavy rains, and swarms of mosquitoes have attacked detainees and staff alike.
But the site has become a symbol of the Trump administration's aggressive immigration enforcement policies. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem has said that several  other states might use it as a model.
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Education
Anti-DEI efforts shutter cultural centers that college students call lifelines
At least 12 universities and colleges across six states have closed their centers this year, citing state or federal anti-DEI efforts.

Students gather at Kent State University's multicultural center in 2023. (Rami Daud) 


By Anumita Kaur | 2025-08-14
Khori Davis spent much of last school year at Kent State University's multicultural center.
It was an anchor for her, a Black student on the predominantly White campus. She studied, socialized and attended events there, often dropping by between classes for respite. It was a home for the school's students of color, she routinely told incoming freshmen.
"Most days, you'll find people in there from the time it's open to the time it's closed," Davis, 19, said. "It's a place to do homework, relax. And there's always somebody doing something. There'll be line dancing and people working on a chemistry project."
But this summer, the Ohio-based university shuttered its multicultural center in response to a new state law that bans diversity, equity and inclusion programs at public universities and colleges. At least four more Ohio schools also closed their centers over the summer because of the statute, which took effect in June.
The schools are among at least a dozen university and college campuses across six states -- Ohio, Indiana, Utah, Idaho, West Virginia and Louisiana -- that have eliminated their cultural or multicultural centers so far this year as state and federal policies slash diversity, equity and inclusion programs.
Dozens of bills ordering the closure of higher education offices related to DEI have wound through mostly Republican-controlled statehouses in 2025, and nine have passed, according to a legislation tracker from The Chronicle of Higher Education. Meanwhile, the Trump administration has issued a flurry of executive orders and federal agency directives targeting DEI efforts since January, including a letter asserting that the Education Department "will no longer tolerate the overt and covert racial discrimination that has become widespread in this nation's educational institutions."
President Donald Trump has framed the rollback of DEI as "ending illegal discrimination" and "restoring merit-based opportunity," promising during his campaign to rid government and schools of the practice. Anti-DEI advocates have made similar arguments at the state level; Ohio Sen. Jerry Cirino (R), who sponsored the Ohio bill that ended such campus programs, said the law "ensures intellectual diversity."
But students who use the multicultural centers -- as well as cultural centers geared toward Black, Latino and Asian American students -- said the spaces were open to everyone. The losses leave them unmoored, they said, and suggest to them that diversity isn't wanted or welcome on their campuses. And some professors worry the students are losing a lifeline.
"I would say it means the difference between academic success and academic failure," said Molly Merryman, a professor at Kent State's School of Peace and Conflict Studies. "There will be students that will be left behind."
Some universities are watching and waiting: The president of Colorado State University said that its cultural resource centers would continue to operate but the school system's leaders are "contingency planning" for the possibility that federal officials will force changes. Other universities have tried to split the difference; one closed its Division of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion but kept a cultural center open.
Many universities that shut their centers signaled enduring support for students of color.
"While change is difficult, our mission remains the same: to foster a campus where every student feels a sense of belonging, has space to learn about themselves and others, and can build the community they desire to live, learn and grow in," Kent State said in its announcement of the closure. "We will continue to work with our students, staff, faculty and alumni to identify additional ways to support our students."
Davis remains unsure. She said it's hard to look forward to the new school year without many of the programs and people that made the university feel like home to her.
"I met a lot of my friends just by being at the center," Davis said. "I still haven't been able to fully process what life will be without it."
University-run cultural and multicultural centers took root in the 1960s and 70s, after the civil rights movement, to bolster the success of students from marginalized backgrounds. Students of color, once barred from most U.S. colleges, still make up a slim slice of many student populations and are commonly the first in their family to attend university.
As a result, they often struggle to establish the sense of community and find the peer support necessary for them to succeed, Merryman said. (Merryman was the first director of the Kent State Women's Center and helped establish the campus's LGBTQ Center. Both have been dismantled under the same Ohio statute.)

Students make plates of food at Kent State University's multicultural center in 2023. (Rami Daud)


The E. Timothy Moore Student Multicultural Center at Kent State began as an office in the 1970s, when the university began welcoming more students of color, and grew into a full center in the 1990s, according to Merryman. The center was meant to serve as a resource to counteract systemic racism and sexism, she said.
The center offered a first-year transition program to help incoming students of color acclimate to university life, and operated a leadership institute to help students "recognize their role and responsibility as a student leader" and "create healthy ways to celebrate their own cultural identity." The center also hosted heritage month celebrations for Hispanic, Black and Native American students, and special graduation ceremonies for students of color.
But for many students, the value was beyond programming. It was a place to drop their shoulders -- where faces would be friendly and the environment would feel familiar.
Nell'vonne Woods, a rising sophomore at Kent State, mainly recalls the dancing. He struggled at first to find a sense of belonging at Kent. Social groups felt "cliquey," he saw few other Black students and the ice never melted with his fellow freshmen.
Then a student co-worker at his off-campus job told him about the multicultural center.
"The energy there and how everyone would interact with each other felt like family," said Woods, who will be the first in his family to graduate from college. "It felt like I was back at home with my family in Cleveland on Thanksgiving."
Campus felt better after discovering the center, Woods said. He met more people, made close friends, enjoyed free food, cheered on dance routines -- and knew there was a place he could rely on.
"With the multicultural center closing ... I don't know," Woods said. "What are we gonna do now?"
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The Optimist
Stray dog's desperate act inspires hundreds to post their rescue pup photos
"We all needed this happy moment of humanity," said Ashlee Simon, who adopted stray dog Sadie Mae.

Sadie Mae, a stray dog that showed up near Katie Simon's front porch in Jamestown, Tennessee, in mid-July with her six puppies. (Katie Simon)


By Sydney Page | 2025-08-14
Katie Simon was sitting on her porch in Jamestown, Tennessee, when she spotted a dog in the nearby woods with something trailing closely behind.
"It was this little white thing bouncing up and down through the grass," said Simon, who lives on a 44-acre property.
As the dog approached, she realized it was a stray with a tiny tan-and-white puppy. Simon and her husband -- who have five dogs of their own -- brought the dog and her pup inside to clean and feed them.

The Simons cleaning the stray puppy that was trailing behind its mother. (Katie Simon)


The adult dog was in bad shape, Simon said, as her nails were overgrown, her paw pads were cracked and she was very skinny. She also cowered at one point.
"Obviously, someone had hurt her before," said Simon, adding that she was not wearing a collar.
Simon posted on social media to see if an owner was looking for them, but nobody came forward.

The female stray with her puppy. (Katie Simon)


The following day, in mid-July, the dog -- whom they called "Mama" -- was roaming the Simons' property, and resurfaced with three more puppies.
"We immediately bathed them, pulled the ticks out of their ears," Simon said.

One of the puppies that was brought to the Simons' property. (Katie Simon)


The next day, it happened again with Mama bringing two more puppies, for a total of six. They looked to be about a month old.

The day after the stray and her puppy showed up, three more puppies arrived. (Katie Simon)


"They had tiny little teeth and were so hungry," Simon said. "Every day, it was like more puppies and more puppies."
It seemed like a life-and-death situation for the pups.

The Simons looked after six puppies in total. (Katie Simon)


"We knew we had to stop and do this because they wouldn't make it otherwise," Simon said. "They needed us."
The Simons set up a pen for the puppies to play in and reached out to the local rescue, Best Friends Sanctuary, to let them know about the seven dogs.

The puppies playing in an outdoor pen the Simons set up. (Katie Simon)


The rescue provided dewormer, food and antibiotics, but could not take all the pups.
"They didn't have room," Simon said.
She and her husband agreed to look after the six puppies and Mama for three weeks, until the rescue was able to bring them into their care and place them for adoption.

The six puppies in their pen. (Katie Simon)


They grew fond of the dogs, especially Mama.
"She was just so kind to us," Simon said.
The Simons' daughter, Ashlee Simon, who is in the process of moving to Indiana, visited her parents and the pups on Aug. 5 to see if she might want to adopt Mama.
"I met her and was like, 'immediately yes,'" said Ashlee Simon, 32. "She is really smiley, she's a big tail wagger."

Ashlee Simon adopted the mother dog and named her "Sadie Mae." (Katie Simon)


Ashlee Simon posted on social media to let her friends and family know about her new dog, whom she named "Sadie Mae." She thought only her 80 followers would see it.
"Meet Sadie Mae!" she wrote on Threads, explaining how she got the dog. "She's had a few litters, is probably between 2-4 years old, and clearly wasn't ever allowed in anyone's house before. She's the sweetest dog, and she has hit the jackpot finding a childless millennial who is now going to spoil her for the rest of forever."
"SINKWAD life, here I come!!," she wrote using the acronym for "single income no kids with a dog."
To Ashlee Simon's shock and delight, the post took off with thousands of likes and comments. The replies turned into a cascade of adorable, happy dog photos accompanied by their rescue backstories.
"My boy was found living under a dumpster as a puppy," wrote someone with a photo of a smiling, pointy-eared dog.
"Meet Winslow! They found him on the freeway, blind in one eye, underweight and rife with fleas," wrote another, posting a photo of a comfortable Winslow on a couch.
"This dog was found in a field along a highway in Missouri," someone posted, along with a photo of a furry, content pooch by the ocean.

A photo Lisa Pulitzer shared of her rescue dog Apollo on Ashlee Simon's Threads post. Pulitzer found Apollo on a rescue website, after his owner moved to an assisted-living facility and could not take him with her. ( Lisa Pulitzer)


Another person, Marianne Richardson, stumbled on Ashlee Simon's thread and shared about her dog, Winnie, who was also rescued while pregnant.
"My pregnant girl was rescued from being tied up outside. She gave birth to 10!!" Richardson wrote.

Winnie, Marianne Richardson's rescue dog. (Marianne Richardson)


"I truly appreciated that she, too, was devoting this love to a mama dog that deserved it so much," Richardson said of Ashlee Simon, in a phone interview with The Washington Post.
Karen Adcock also shared her story on Simon's thread. She was hiking in the mountains of North Carolina in 2018 when she found a sick, pregnant dog. Adcock rescued her and named her "Nandi."
"She has been a light in my world," said Adcock, who lives in Worcester County, Maryland.

Karen Adcock's rescue dog, Nandi. (Karen Adcock)


Adcock said she was heartened to read Ashlee Simon's story, and the hundreds of others on the post.
"I can't imagine reading that and not having it touch you in some way," she said. "I hope her story inspires a lot of people who might not have otherwise thought about giving a neglected dog a chance."
Ashlee Simon agreed. While she never expected her post to reach so many people, she's glad it did.
"Sadie's story is great, but I'm so glad that people also gave us glimpses into their own experiences," she said. "We all needed this happy moment of humanity."
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National
Appeals court rejects parent rights argument on gender transition care
The ruling overturned a lower court's order striking down the ban. 

Dylan Brandt, a plaintiff in a challenge to Arkansas' gender-affirming care ban, speaks on July 21, 2021, outside the federal courthouse in Little Rock. (Andrew DeMillo/AP) 


By Tobi Raji, Casey Parks | 2025-08-13
A federal appeals court has upheld a 2021 Arkansas law that bans gender transition care for minors, going beyond a recent Supreme Court ruling on similar statutes in other states to declare that parents "do not have unlimited authority to make medical decisions for their children."
Lawyers who represent transgender people in other states said in June that the Supreme Court's landmark U.S. v. Skrmetti decision, which found that gender care bans do not violate the Constitution's equal protection clause, left many legal pathways to challenge the law, including the parental rights claim. Tuesday's 8-2 decision by the St. Louis-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit could be a setback to those pursuits.
Cathryn Oakley, senior director of legal policy for the Human Rights Campaign, called the decision "discouraging but not a bombshell."
"Even though this decision goes further, this is what Skrmetti allowed to happen," Oakley said. "Because of Skrmetti, it is going to be a very uphill battle to try to keep any of these bans from going into effect. Skrmetti made it a lot easier for these states to continue to enforce these bans, but that doesn't mean there is no hope in overturning them. It's not impossible that another court would see it a different way."
Arkansas in 2021 became the first state in the nation to prohibit transgender people under 18 from receiving puberty blockers, which pause changes in the body due to puberty, as well as hormones such as estrogen and testosterone, which promote the development of female and male characteristics, respectively.
While most major medical associations say the treatments are safe and overall beneficial for young people with gender dysphoria, opponents say there is insufficient research on the long-term effects of those treatments. They point to some European countries that have raised concerns about potential harms for young people using puberty blockers and hormones. U.S. experts have disputed the characterization of some of those European findings.
Then-Gov. Asa Hutchinson, a conservative Republican, vetoed what state lawmakers called the Save Adolescents From Experimentation Act, saying it wrongly allowed the state to override parents and health care experts. But the Republicans who control the legislature overrode his veto.
A group of young trans people and their parents then challenged the law, which has been on hold for four years as both district and federal appeals courts heard challenges to it. Tuesday's ruling was "en banc," meaning the full panel of 11 appeals court judges heard the case, rather than the usual three-judge panel. (One judge, whose son is a legislator, recused himself.)
The case has been on hold so long, the named young plaintiff in the case is now an adult. But it took on new life this summer after the Supreme Court upheld Tennessee's similar ban on gender transition care for minors. In the high court's majority opinion, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote that Tennessee's ban does not discriminate on the basis of sex and that courts must give elected officials wide latitude to pass legislation when there is scientific and policy debate about the safety of such medical treatments.
Arkansas Attorney General Tim Griffin (R) praised the 8th Circuit's decision, which cited the Supreme Court's ruling in Skrmetti repeatedly.
"I applaud the court's decision recognizing that Arkansas has a compelling interest in protecting the physical and psychological health of children and am pleased that children in Arkansas will be protected from risky, experimental procedures with lifelong consequences," Griffin said in a statement.
The American Civil Liberties Union -- which brought the original challenge to the 2021 law alongside a doctor who provided gender-affirming care in the state and four transgender youths and their families -- slammed the ruling.
"This is a tragically unjust result for transgender Arkansans, their doctors, and their families," Holly Dickson, executive director of the ACLU of Arkansas, said in a statement Tuesday. "The state had every opportunity and failed at every turn to prove that this law helps children; in fact, this is a dangerous law that harms children. The law has already had a profound impact on families across Arkansas who all deserve a fundamental right to do what is best for their children."
Griffin and the state's medical board filed the appeal with the 8th Circuit in July 2023, after U.S. District Judge James Moody of the Eastern District of Arkansas blocked them from enforcing the state's ban on medical treatment for transitioning young people. In addition to Arkansas, the 8th Circuit covers Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.
Moody had said the ban violated the rights of transgender people and endangered their health: "Rather than protecting children or safeguarding medical ethics, the evidence showed that the prohibited medical care improves the mental health and well-being of patients and that, by prohibiting it, the state undermined the interests it claims to be advancing."
In a dissent to the 8th Circuit's ruling, Judge Jane Kelly -- the sole Democratic appointee on the appeals court -- wrote that the case should have been returned to the district court, which held an eight-day trial to review scientific evidence and heard from medical experts. Judge James Loken, a George H. W. Bush appointee, joined Kelly's dissent.
"Unlike Skrmetti, which took the State's justifications for its act at face value, this case involves factual findings from a lengthy trial," Kelly wrote. "And those findings--none of which the State disputes on appeal--reveal a startling lack of evidence connecting Arkansas' ban on gender-affirming care with its purported goal of protecting children."
In the majority opinion, Judge Duane Benton, a George W. Bush appointee, applied Roberts' reasoning in Skrmetti.
"The minors argue that the Act classifies based on sex in violation of the Equal Protection Clause. They argue that a minor's sex determines whether he or she can receive certain medical treatments," Benton wrote. "... To the contrary, as the Supreme Court explained about a similar Tennessee law, the Act classifies based only on age and medical procedure."
"The minors alternatively assert that the Act discriminates based on transgender status," the opinion states. "... To the contrary, the Act does not classify based on transgender status. Like the Tennessee law upheld by the Supreme Court, the Act effectively divides minors into two groups. In one group are minors seeking drugs or surgeries for the purposes that the Act prohibits. In the other group are minors seeking drugs or surgeries for purposes the Act does not prohibit."
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National
A Minnesota lake vanishes, leaving a pile of dead fish
Officials said a valve malfunctioned while Lake Alice was being drained, causing it to disappear down to a paltry stream.

The mostly drained Alice Lake in William O'Brien State Park near the Twin Cities in Minnesota. (Jake Stendahl)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-08-13
The "Land of 10,000 Lakes" is going down to 9,999 for a little while.
Lake Alice, a 26-acre local gem nestled in the crook of Minnesota's eastern border, was drained to nearly nothing after maintenance staff found that the valve meant to control its water levels was stuck. All that's left now is a paltry stream where the lake used to be and a pile of dead fish.
"A lake that had been there my whole life was just gone," said Jake Stendahl, who grew up nearby.
He visited with his dog Sunday evening for a routine walk around the surrounding William O'Brien State Park, and it took a moment for him to register that the lake had practically vanished. "I walked into the lake bed ... because how many times will you get to do that?"
Minnesota's Department of Natural Resources said its staffers were responding to the issue, but the lake's low water levels may persist for the next four to six weeks.
Lake Alice is particularly popular this time of year, where visitors can swim or cast a line in its 9-feet-deep waters that are well-stocked with a variety of fish including bluegill, yellow perch and largemouth bass.

The lake's low water levels may persist for the next four to six weeks. (Minnesota State Parks and Trails)


Its water levels are controlled by a concrete water control structure, which regulates its flow into the nearby St. Croix River. Last month, the department's staff opened the valve after water from the lake began to overflow its dike, a barrier meant to prevent flooding. They opened the valve further on Friday, again to control the lake's high water level.
But when they tried to close it the next day, staff discovered the valve was stuck open. In just a few days, most of Lake Alice had drained. Its lake bed remains exposed, with matted algae and sand visible, speckled with the remains of dozens of unlucky fish.
Over the past several days, some locals have tried to rescue the few remaining fish by carrying them to the nearby St. Croix River. When Stendahl visited the lake Sunday evening, he said that some fish were still fighting for survival, flopping around the small pools of water that remained.
"To see that there's 26 acres of animals just dying around you and there's nothing for you to do about it was sobering," Stendahl said.
Officials said they are continuing to assess the situation, and in the meantime, the lake will be closed to water recreation activities, including swimming and canoeing. But in the "Land of 10,000 Lakes," visitors have plenty of options and can continue their summer activities at the nearby St. Croix River, which is unaffected by the drawdown.
The walking path along Lake Alice remains open, though its unclear how much use it'll get until the department can clear out the lake's decaying remains. When Stendahl got out of his car on Sunday evening, he said, his first thought was: "I smell dead fish."

The lake bed remains exposed, with matted algae and sand visible. (Jake Stendahl)
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National
An ICE facility has detainees sleeping on the floor. A judge says no more.
A federal judge ordered ICE to let detainees of a Manhattan holding facility to speak with their legal counsel after complaints of "inhumane" conditions.

Police take a man into 26 Federal Plaza in Manhattan after he was detained on Jan. 28. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Ben Brasch | 2025-08-13
The Trump administration must improve conditions at a Lower Manhattan immigration holding facility where a government lawyer acknowledges detainees are sleeping on the floor, a federal judge ruled Tuesday.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement is packing detainees into a holding area without beds, showers or medical support, according to a class-action lawsuit filed by the ACLU on behalf of detainees. For more than a week, people go to sleep each night on a concrete floor next to toilets without medication nor a way to bathe, and they receive "at most only two small meals a day," attorneys for the detainees wrote.
Conditions in the holding area  in a federal building at 26 Federal Plaza became widely known after a video from inside the facility was released last month by the New York Immigration Coalition, an advocacy group. The video showed rooms packed with people sleeping on aluminum blankets on the facility's floor.
Judge Lewis A. Kaplan of the Southern District of New York ordered Tuesday that holding rooms must have at least 50 square feet per person, be cleaned three times a day and have a clean bedding mat for each detainee.
The lawsuit names ICE, the Department of Homeland Security and four top officials at those agencies as defendants.
"This order and this lawsuit are driven by complete fiction about 26 Federal Plaza," Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin said Wednesday in an email to The Washington Post. She added, "Any claim of subprime conditions at ICE facilities are categorically false."
However, attorney Jeffrey S. Oestericher, who represents the government, said during a hearing Tuesday that the lawsuit is correct about sleeping conditions for detainees.
"There is no factual dispute that there are no beds in these holding rooms and that they are not provided with sleeping mats. They are only provided with blankets," Oestericher said.
Kaplan criticized the government for not letting detainees access confidential legal counsel, according to a transcript of Tuesday's hearing. He ordered the facility to ensure lawyers have a phone number to call to schedule time with their clients.
Oestericher had argued in the hearing that the move wasn't necessary because detainees are allowed to make a phone call when they arrive and their stays are short-term. The judge was unmoved, responding: "I think, at least preliminarily, we are going to have to agree to disagree about that."
Attorney Heather Gregorio, who also represents the detainees, described the facility as having "inhumane and horrifying conditions." She said the lawsuit includes eight accounts from people who had recently been held there.
The lawsuit says that when an attorney tried to contact Sergio Alberto Barco Mercado -- a New Jersey father of two who was taken into custody there Friday after a scheduled court appearance -- the attorney "was refused access to his client" when he went to the facility.
"An ICE agent responded that visitations are prohibited for individuals detained at 26 Fed, and that he could not call 26 Fed to set up a call with his client. He subsequently called the number listed on the ICE public website as the telephone to contact ICE at 26 Fed, but was not able to set up an attorney call with his client," according to the lawsuit.
Mercado also had an infected tooth but didn't receive required medical attention, his attorneys wrote. They added that a detainee who had survived a stroke did not receive his medication, which led to "dangerously high blood pressure."
The processing area is composed of four ICE holding rooms that vary in square footage from 173 square feet to 820 square feet, said Nancy Zanello, assistant director of ICE's New York City Field Office of Enforcement and Removal Operations, according to a court filing. Each room has at least one toilet and sink, and soap is made available to detainees, she said.
The maximum capacity set by the fire marshal for the ICE holding rooms is 154 people, she said, and as of Monday, there were 24 people being held there.
McLaughlin, the DHS spokesperson, said the 26 Federal Plaza facility serves as a processing center to briefly hold detainees before they may be transferred to a proper ICE detention center.
DHS will appeal the order, she said, and "ICE enforcement operations will continue at full speed."
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Weather
Brutal heat plagues parts of Europe, Asia and the Middle East
A sprawling heat dome is delivering the hottest weather of an already toasty summer to several locations, with some spots in the Middle East dealing with record-high temperatures.

Tourists use umbrellas this week to shelter against the sun outside Hagia Sophia mosque during a hot summer day in Istanbul. (Francisco Seco/AP)


By Ian Livingston | 2025-08-14
A sprawling heat dome is stretching from Europe to Asia, in many locations delivering the hottest weather of an already toasty summer. In portions of the Middle East, some spots are dealing with the hottest temperatures ever recorded.
Temperatures were around of 122 degrees (50 Celsius) in Israel both Thursday and Wednesday, as well as some other regional hotspots like Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran, including a national record for Israel that rounds up to 122 degrees (49.7 C).
In the United Kingdom -- dealing with its fourth heat wave of the year -- London is under code yellow heat alert, already in place for about a week and now extended into next week. Temperatures there are expected to rise above 86 degrees (30 C) through the weekend. It has been as hot as 92 degrees (33.4 C) near London in recent days, with even northern reaches of Scotland seeing August-record temperatures up to 84 degrees (29.1 C) in Glasgow.
The heat dome is part of a united block of subtropical high pressure zones encircling the Northern Hemisphere. Continuing as the hemisphere approaches the climatological peak of summer, the conditions are punishing those under its influence.




In addition to records in Europe and the Middle East, zones ranging from China and Japan to the Caribbean Sea and portions of the Americas are witnessing record high temperatures in recent days.
Extreme readings are poised to persist, with perhaps even an increase in heat before an eventual relaxation next week in Europe.
Across inland areas near the boiling Mediterranean Sea, Thursday's highs rose to at least 122 degrees (49.7 C) in Gilgal and 120 degrees (48.6 C) in Jericho. The former is a record for Israel with the latter a record for the West Bank, according to climate historian Maximilliano Herrera.
Israel and Jordan saw similarly intense values on Wednesday, and temperatures rose as high as 113 degrees (45 C) on the island nation of Cyprus.




Right on the coast, heat is often somewhat less intense but the humidity more than makes up for it. Mediterranean and Red Sea waters are running as much as 10 degrees above average, leading to marine heat waves that are pumping moisture into the nearby air.
Feels-like readings in the 120s are also reaching for records in locations such as Gaza, where a humanitarian crisis is ongoing, power resources are extremely limited and air conditioning is impossible to find.
Much of the vast swath from the Iberian Peninsula, eastward through Europe and into Asia will continue to experience day-after-day of extreme heat.
Highs are forecast to rise to around 110 degrees in southern Spain again Friday, where a third firefighter reportedly died battling blazes in the country on Thursday and Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said the "threat remains extreme." Other major fires are ongoing amid heat and drought further east in Greece, while Turkey has reported some progress in combating fires there.
In France, extreme heat warnings are in place for portions of the country's south, including Lyon and around Marseille. Highs are expected to reach 105 degrees into central portions of the country again on Friday, following several days in which dozens of records have been set for daytime highs up to 113 degrees (45 C), including an all-time record of 107 degrees (41.6 C) in Bordeaux on Monday.




Records for warm lows are also being demolished across the region, making the heat even more problematic. These include a minimum of 99 degrees (37.2 C) in Sedom, Israel, for a national record.
Across Europe in particular, many regions have comparatively limited air conditioning, making them prone to dangerous consequences during extended heat episodes, especially when temperatures do not drop well at night.
It's the latest in a series of exceptional heat waves over recent months and years that are being worsened by human caused climate change.
Europe has witnessed a string of atypically hot summers across the 2020s thus far. 2024 was the hottest on record, besting 2023, which surpassed high marks from 2022 and 2021. Multiple years in that stretch also either ended up the hottest on record for the region or among the hottest.
World Weather Attribution, a group doing rapid research on extreme weather events, released a latest report on Thursday that found that a July heat wave in Norway, Sweden and Finland was made 10 times more likely by climate change.




Although there may be a briefly higher pulse of heat for the U.K. and surrounding locations, cooler air will push southward to cover much of the Nordic region and eventually into Eastern Europe this weekend into next week.
It could take up to another week for some of that to work into France and eventually the Iberian Peninsula.
There are also signs that heat will make a resurgence thereafter. By the end of August, it should be comparatively less intense.
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Style
Top South Korean court listens to 'Baby Shark,' rejects copyright suit
The judges found "Baby Shark" was based on a nursery rhyme, dismissing the six-year case of U.S. entertainer Johnny Only that centered on his 2011 version.

"Baby Shark" toys on display in London in 2019. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


By Leo Sands | 2025-08-14
South Korea's Supreme Court threw out a six-year copyright claim against the producers of the K-pop earworm "Baby Shark" on Thursday, ruling that the claimant -- a U.S. children's entertainer who produced a version of the track in 2011 -- could not claim ownership of the catchy song.
The track -- which, for anyone unfamiliar with the sound of an iPad-toting 4-year-old, goes "Baby shark, doo doo doo doo doo doo," -- originated as a simple nursery rhyme more than 20 years ago in summer campgrounds and school playgrounds. In 2015, it was reinvented by the Korean entertainment brand Pinkfong into a series of wildly viral music videos. The most popular version, sung by a cast of cartoon sea creatures and dancing children, has been streamed more than 16 billion times on YouTube.
In 2019, U.S. children's entertainer Jonathan Wright, who goes by the stage name Johnny Only -- sued Pinkfong in Korean court, alleging that its viral version of the song was based on his copyright for a 2011 version of "Baby Shark."
Pinkfong argued that the song was based on a traditional sing-along chant in the public domain.
In Thursday's ruling, South Korea's Supreme Court dismissed Wright's claim and upheld the lower-court rulings, finding that Wright's version was too similar to the original nursery rhyme for him to claim a copyright.
"The plaintiff's song did not substantially alter the original oral folk song to the extent that, according to social convention, it could be considered a separate work, and therefore could not be protected as a derivative work," the court said in a statement Thursday accompanying its ruling.
Pinkfong welcomed the decision: "The Pinkfong Company gave a fresh twist to the chant by adding an upbeat rhythm and catchy melody, turning it into the pop culture icon it is today," it said in a emailed statement.
Wright's attorney, Chong Kyongsok, expressed disappointment with the ruling but noted that he had not yet seen a copy of the judgment in full.
"I regret that the Supreme Court of Korea dismissed our case after 2 years long deliberation," he wrote in an email. He said the court had also rejected his client's claim for partial damages of $21,600 to cover legal costs.
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Asia
Inside Thailand's frantic effort to close tariff loopholes to the U.S.
The Trump administration has made transshipment central to trade deals with Southeast Asia as it tries to stop Chinese companies concealing the origin of their exports.

(Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


By Rebecca Tan, Wilawan Watcharasakwej, Lyric Li | 2025-08-14
BANGKOK -- In the ongoing trade battles between the United States and China, one besieged front line runs through the factories, warehouses and ports of Thailand.
Under pressure to close tariff loopholes, officials in the Southeast Asian country are poring over receipts and cross-checking business registration documents from exporters who want to sell wire rods, steering wheels and hard disks to American buyers.
They're conducting spot checks at factories to verify that products claiming to be made in Thailand are genuinely manufactured in the country.
And they're funneling more crates than ever before through X-ray machines at ports and warehouses to ensure that what's inside matches declarations.
Never before, say officials, has Thailand's trade oversight bureaucracy worked harder or under greater scrutiny.
"Southeast Asia is a battlefield. Maybe the most intense one," said Werapong Prapha, one of Thailand's four trade representatives. What this means is "compliance, compliance, compliance," he said. "A whole new system of traceability."

Thai trade representative Werapong Prapha at the Government House of Thailand on Aug. 5. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


To achieve his trade agenda and reconfigure supply chains to serve U.S. interests, President Donald Trump is demanding that countries close tariff loopholes, particularly to Chinese businesses.
On July 31, even as he lowered proposed tariffs for various countries including Thailand and others across this region, Trump announced a new 40 percent duty on all goods found "to have been transshipped to evade applicable duties."

In Bangkok, Thai officials intensify efforts to prevent Chinese transshipment as U.S. pressure mounts under President Donald Trump's tariff agenda.


Transshipment is the practice of goods being routed from one country to its destination via a third country. While there are legal forms of transshipment, Trump administration officials have largely used the term to describe the diverting of Chinese goods. They've also indicated that they want to tax not only goods originating from China but those containing a high degree of Chinese content -- a shift that could upend global supply chains.
"The rules just keep changing," said Ochiss Phuphet, head of the anti-duty evasion unit at Thailand's Department of Foreign Trade.
It's unclear how the United States will enforce these new standards. But nowhere will the effort be more pressing or more challenging than in Southeast Asia, a collection of 11 economies that has become China's biggest channel for rerouting exports, say economists.
China is the region's largest trading partner, and supply chains here have become so embedded there's no clear method -- or precedent -- for unknotting them. Unless the United States lowers tariffs for China, the incentive for Chinese businesses to reroute exports is only going to climb, economists say. Already, in the first half of this year, Chinese goods to Southeast Asia have surged, Chinese customs data shows.
The U.S. tariff campaign in the region is an "act of unilateral bullying -- a practice China has consistently opposed," said Liu Pengyu, spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in Washington. In a meeting in China with the Thai foreign minister on Thursday, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said, "It is hoped that Thailand will provide more policy support and favorable conditions for Chinese enterprises."
As Washington and Beijing each seek to control supply chains, the work of finding and sealing loopholes will fall to trade officers across the world -- to people like Ochiss, who oversees about 15 employees assessing hundreds of applications each day from businesses seeking export licenses. He's lost count of the number of evenings and weekends since April 2 -- the day Trump unveiled his "Liberation Day" tariffs -- he's had to work overtime.
"You can tell from my face," he said, pointing helplessly at the darkened bags under his eyes. "No sleep."

Containers at the Port of Bangkok, one of Thailand's two major ports. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)



Poramet Chotirat, director of the Container Terminal Services Division 1, looks out at container ships leaving the Port of Bangkok last month. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


Trump gave Southeast Asia some of the highest tariff rates in the world on "Liberation Day." In the trade deals that followed, officials here vowed to stamp out transshipment.
Vietnam said it would increase penalties for exporters who lie about the origins of goods. Malaysia promised to expand audits on recipients of "Made in Malaysia" certificates.
In Thailand, a U.S. security ally that sends a fifth of exports to American buyers, Thai authorities said they have ramped up customs inspections and demanded more information from exporters.
At the request of U.S. authorities, Thailand maintains a watch list of products commonly transshipped from China that need to be scrutinized, including rubber tubes, iron pipes and certain auto parts. The list was 49 items long at the start of 2025, and since April dozens more product categories are under consideration to be added, said Lilin Kovudhikulrungsri, director of the origin certification division in the Department of Foreign Trade.
"We don't support the bad guys," said Lilin, whose office is now the sole authority allowed to issue paperwork testifying that products are made in Thailand. "And we're constantly trying to improve our process."
If a business says components were made in-house, officials check if its factories were licensed to make those parts. If components were imported, they ask for invoices. When discrepancies are found, they make in-person checks. Sometimes, Lilin said, they arrive to find factories that don't appear operational -- or don't exist.
Only about 15 percent of Thai goods going to the United States have these certificates of origin, which are up to importers to request. But the government's tightened enforcement appears to be having some effect: Chinese logistics companies operating in Thailand said some goods from China have in recent months gotten stuck or been turned away on suspicion that Thailand is not their final destination.
"Things like steel can't even get into ports now," said Gong, who travels between Bangkok and Guangzhou in China for TTI, a Chinese logistics company, and didn't provide his full name.
Even Thai agencies charged with attracting foreign capital, such as the Thailand Board of Investment, are demanding manufacturers buy more raw materials produced locally, said an employee at a Chinese pet food factory. "It's been clear since the beginning of this year -- Thailand has been cracking down," said the employee, who declined to provide his name because he was not authorized to speak on behalf of his company, Gambol Pet Food.
To some, like Dhanakorn Kasetrsuwan, chairperson of the Thai National Shippers' Council, a trade group representing exporters, these are reports to cheer.

Dhanakorn Kasetrsuwan, chair of the Thai National Shippers' Council, a trade group representing Thai exporters, in Bangkok on Aug. 4. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


Since Trump's first trade war, Chinese transshippers have been exploiting Thailand, adding little to the domestic economy while benefiting from Thai government incentives to attract foreign investment, Dhanakorn said. According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Chinese firms in some instances have not even brought products outside ports before sending them onward to the United States.
Analysis from Siam Commercial Bank's Economic Intelligence Center also found that the influx of Chinese goods has hollowed out local manufacturing in certain sectors.
"The U.S. gave us a big wake-up call," Dhanakorn said, grinning as he spoke from his office in a Bangkok skyscraper. Still, he added, there have to be guardrails against doing too much, too quickly.
"Supply chain disruption," he said, "is no fun."

A "stuffing" station at the Port of Bangkok where workers pack goods into containers to be exported. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)



A crate of goods imported from China at the Port of Bangkok. Imports from China have surged in Thailand over the last decade. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


Though the United States is Thailand's biggest export market, China is its second, according to the World Bank. China since 2023 has been the largest foreign direct investor in Thailand and has taken a significant stake in its Eastern Economic Corridor, a flagship development project.
There's "economic gravity" connecting China and Southeast Asia, said Zhou Zhou, deputy director of Southeast Asian Studies at Global Governance Institution, a Beijing-based think tank. "In an uncertain global climate," she said, "the predictability of China's economic engagement still carries weight."
Manufacturers have come to rely on Chinese businesses for inputs, some of which are made only in China or made much cheaper in China than elsewhere. "The reality is that Southeast Asian supply chains are China-centered," said Jayant Menon, senior fellow at the Singapore-based ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute and a former lead economist for the Asian Development Bank. "Whether we like it or not, China is here and here to stay."
Chinese exports to the United States slumped in the first six months of this year, but this was offset by increased shipments to Southeast Asia, which rose 16 percent in July over the same month last year -- an indication that goods are still being rerouted, economists say.
And Chinese social media is still awash with videos from self-described "one-stop" shipping companies offering to transship goods to the United States.
In one clip on the platform Douyin, a user wrote: "Faced with Trump's high tariffs on China, we take small parcels bound for the U.S. with transshipment via Southeast Asia." Over the phone, the user introduced himself as Cheng Lu from Guangzhou and said that while there's been some disruption to his work transporting electronics and skin care products from China to Southeast Asia, it hasn't been crippling. He has no plans to stop shipments to Thailand, he added.
Though Thai authorities may be able to tighten enforcement of existing rules, entirely stamping out transshipment would require drastic changes to export control, experts say.
A "super accurate, all-encompassing tracking system" just doesn't exist, said Vichaow Rakphongphairoj, vice chairperson of the Federation of Thai Industries. Thailand is "mentally prepared" to close tariff loopholes, he added. "But capacity-wise, I mean ability-wise, can we do that or not? We have to see."
If the United States maintains sky-high duties on Chinese companies, a 40 percent tax may not be enough to deter transshipment, economists say. And there are other emerging forms of trade fraud to worry about.
Chinese companies, for example, are increasingly coming to countries in Southeast Asia to circumvent U.S. restrictions on strategic technology such as the advanced Nvidia chips used to train AI. This is rerouting of a different sort: from the United States through Southeast Asia to China.
Somchai Sittichaisrichart, chief executive of SiS Distribution, an IT distribution company headquartered in Bangkok, said he has received and turned down order requests for as many as 500 servers with Nvidia chips -- far too many for any Thai company. "I know for sure these aren't being used in Thailand," he said.
He's training staff on his marketing team to become amateur supply chain investigators, he said, but he knows Chinese companies are going elsewhere to get their chips. "This is a serious compliance issue" for the country, Somchai said, because repeated violations could prompt the United States to restrict sales of critical technology to Thailand as it tries to position itself as a hub for data centers.
Add it to the list of headaches for the Department of Foreign Trade.

Chanintorn Rimcharone, deputy director general of the Department of Foreign Trade, this month. (Rebecca Tan/The Washington Post)


When Trump's first trade war hit Thailand, the country was unprepared, said Chanintorn Rimcharone, the department's deputy director general.
"This time, we know the trade diversion is coming," Chanintorn said. "We know it's going to get tougher. And we know," she continued, gesturing to Ochiss, Lilin and the other beleaguered troops stationed at this front line. "We know it's only just beginning."
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Europe
Ukrainians confront prospect of losing Donbas in Trump-Putin talks
As Vladimir Putin seeks to seize Ukraine's eastern Donbas area by force or in negotiations, Ukrainians are torn over the potentially terrible price of stopping Russia's war. 

Residents carry their belongings out of a heavily damaged residential building Tuesday after a Russian strike in the town of Bilozerske, in Ukraine's Donetsk region. (Genya Savilov/AFP/Getty Images)


By David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov | 2025-08-14
KYIV -- As Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin prepare to meet in Alaska to discuss the fate of Ukraine, one eastern region in particular will be the focus of Ukrainian fears that a peace deal could be a capitulation to Russia: Donetsk, which Moscow has coveted for more than a decade and now aims to seize entirely.
Donetsk, rich in coal, iron and other minerals, and once the heart of the country's industrial rust belt, has been embattled since Russia first fomented an armed separatist uprising there in 2014.
Putin is now pushing to seize the 30 percent of the region that his forces do not occupy, using the negotiations to achieve what he could not win on the battlefield, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Tuesday. The battlefield effort, however, also continues with Russian forces on the offensive -- and making gains -- across the region.
Zelensky has flatly rejected the idea of surrendering land.
"We will not leave Donbas. We cannot do this," Zelensky said, using the collective term for Donetsk and neighboring Luhansk, during a briefing with journalists in Kyiv on Tuesday. "Everyone forgets the first part -- our territories are illegally occupied."
Precisely what will be discussed in Alaska remains to be seen.
Two conflicting emotions are paramount among Ukrainians: exhaustion from the war, now in its fourth blood-soaked year, and revulsion at the idea of rewarding Russia in any way for its unprovoked invasion.
Many Ukrainians seem unwilling to accept that all or part of the territories may be lost, even if Ukraine does not officially recognize a border change.
"No one recognizes these territories as being under Russian control -- just as no one recognized occupied Luhansk or Sevastopol from 2014 to 2022, even though de facto they were under Russian control," said Oleksandr, a Ukrainian serviceman now fighting in Donetsk who spoke on the condition that he be identified only by first name because he was not authorized to speak to the media.
If a peace deal is signed, Oleksandr added, it would not necessarily freeze the front line, because Moscow could regroup and launch another full-scale attack. "No one believes it would really be a freeze," Oleksandr said.
Surrendering territory to Russia and untold numbers of Ukrainian citizens to Russian occupation would not be an easy decision, but there might be no choice, said a Ukrainian businessman with interests in Donetsk. Like some others interviewed for this article, he spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue.
"Looking with cold eyes, I would say that with this situation, this is what we can get," the businessman said. "But if you ask me as a Ukrainian, as a citizen, of course I'm not satisfied."
However, the businessman said that despite inevitable misgivings, "everybody will choose to stop the war. Because people are sick and tired of the war."

A Ukrainian soldier fires a D-30 howitzer toward Russian troops on the front line in the Donetsk region on Aug. 5. (Oleksandr Ratushniak/Reuters)


Economically, a swap of territory -- trading occupied parts of Zaporizhzhia for unoccupied parts of Donetsk -- could work, he said, as Zaporizhzhia contains key mineral deposits and mines, as well as the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in Enerhodar, the largest atomic energy station in Europe.
For some, any deal would be welcome, even a temporary one.
"I don't know a single person in my unit who wants to keep fighting," said Eugene, a member of the Ukrainian National Guard who serves in Donetsk and originally comes from Luhansk. He spoke on the condition that he be identified only by first name because he was not authorized to speak to the media.
"Everyone understands what Russia is; everyone understands that it's basically a three-year truce," he said, using the examples of Chechnya and Georgia, where Russia resumed fighting in what became long conflicts.
"It's not cool at all to see all these people with torn-off heads, legs, arms," Eugene said, lacing his speech with obscenities. "And I no longer understand what we're doing this for."
"Honestly, I just want to close my eyes so all this would be over, so everyone would just [expletive] off," he said.
Zelensky said that Ukrainian territory was not his "private property" to give away.
What's more, without security guarantees, Russia would use the region as a "springboard" to invade other parts of Ukraine -- Putin would have an "open path" to the Zaporizhzhia, Dnipropetrovsk and Kharkiv regions, the president said.
Ultimately, any changes to Ukraine's boundaries must be enshrined in the country's constitution, Zelensky said -- a difficult process in a fractious democracy such as Ukraine. "I'm not going to surrender my country, because I have no right to do so," he said.
In contrast, after holding illegal sham referendums in occupied Ukraine, Putin swiftly rewrote his country's constitution to incorporate the four Ukrainian regions into the Russian Federation, including parts of those regions that Russian troops do not control.
Following Ukraine's pro-European, anti-Kremlin Euromaidan revolution, Moscow set off war in Donbas in 2014.
The Kremlin directed local proxy fighters there and supplied them with arms. At times they also sent Russian troops without markings or insignia to back them up. More than 14,000 people were killed, the United Nations said.
When Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, it pushed even further into Donetsk, and in June this year occupied all of Luhansk. In recent weeks, Moscow's forces have made major advances, but the key Donetsk cities of Kramatorsk, Sloviansk and Kostiantynivka remain under Ukrainian control.
But even a ceasefire leaving the front line where it currently stands would freeze Russian control over a large portion of Donetsk, all of Luhansk, and significant parts of the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions.
Russian control could ultimately extend beyond that, if the final agreement involves a "land for peace" element -- ceding to Russia all land that it currently occupies, or large portions after swaps with Ukraine.

A drone view of the ruins of residential buildings in the abandoned town of Marinka in the Donetsk region on Aug. 7. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


Recent opinion polls show growing support for a negotiated end to the war among Ukrainians, though they reject Russian demands.
Last week, the U.S.-based Gallup polling firm said that a survey in early July showed more than two-thirds of Ukrainians wanted to stop the war as soon as possible through talks -- a strong reversal from 2022, when about the same percentage said Ukraine should fight to regain its territory.
However, the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, in a poll conducted from the end of July through the beginning of August, found that most Ukrainians remain opposed to any plan that formally cedes Moscow the occupied territories.
"Despite the aggressive actions of the Russians on the front and the brutal air attacks on civilian cities over the past few months, Ukrainian public opinion on issues of war and peace has not fundamentally changed," KIIS executive director Anton Hrushetskyi said in a report summarizing the results. "Ukrainians, as before, demonstrate openness to negotiations and the possibility, albeit reluctantly, of approving difficult decisions."
Whether territories that Russia occupies are recognized as officially part of Russia is the main issue, said another businessman with interests in Donetsk.
"None of these questions are easy to answer, because, firstly, is [Russia's control] de facto or de jure?" he said. "De facto, they're already under control. If the agreement is simply that the conflict is frozen on or near the current of line of contact, that's what everyone expects as a peace agreement."
"The next point is, is [whether] those territories will, de jure, be subsumed into Russia with the agreement of the Ukrainian state?" he said. "I think that is where the difficult discussions will take place."
Still, a significant portion of the Ukrainian population will oppose a peace deal, whatever form it takes, said a former high-ranking Ukrainian official. "Our president is in a very difficult position right now," the former official said.
If there is a ceasefire in which Russia receives territory, "part of society will be dissatisfied," the former official said. "If there is no ceasefire, the other part will be displeased. And to find this golden mean should be extremely difficult."
Any agreement will lead to political instability in Ukraine, which Russia can manipulate and encourage, the former official warned, adding: "There is no good agreement for Ukraine."
Anastacia Galouchka and Siobhan O'Grady contributed to this report.
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Europe
Even before Alaska summit, Putin is redrawing global order to his liking 
The Alaska summit between President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin represents a return to great-power politics in which big countries call the shots. 

Friday's summit will take place in Anchorage. (Jenny Kane/AP)


By Robyn Dixon, Francesca Ebel, Catherine Belton | 2025-08-14
Even before talks begin, President Vladimir Putin's meeting with President Donald Trump at a U.S. military base in Alaska on Friday is advancing the Russian's goal of redrawing the global security order, as the two men revive a great-power system in which a few big countries call the shots.
Putin set the scene last week after meeting Trump's envoy Steve Witkoff, when he ruled out meeting Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky until certain conditions were met -- conditions that he said remained "far off."
Trump agreed and dismissed the idea of Zelensky's attendance, even as the future of his nation -- and its 40 million citizens -- hangs in the balance.
Zelensky had been in many meetings in 31/2 years -- since the start of Russia's invasion -- Trump said Monday, and "nothing happened. ... I mean, do you want somebody that's been doing this for 31/2 years?"
A tete-a-tete summit, on U.S. soil, was not Putin's only important win. He also diverted, for now, Trump's threat of tough economic sanctions against Russian oil and deflected Trump's calls for a ceasefire. On Monday, Trump was back to blaming Zelensky for the war -- echoing Putin -- although Trump seemed more conciliatory in a videoconference with Zelensky and European leaders Wednesday.
The optics of the Alaska meeting reinforce Putin's long-held goal of rebuilding Russia as one of a handful of major global powers with rightful spheres of influence, and it delivers on his short-term tactical objective of a one-on-one meeting to woo and manipulate Trump.
A former senior Kremlin official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy, called the Alaska summit "a golden opportunity" for Putin, adding: "And of course a visit to the U.S. is a massive victory."
Another person with close ties to the Kremlin and who also spoke on the condition of anonymity said the summit, which is set to begin at 11:30 a.m. Friday in Anchorage, was "a real chance to put an end to this" and that the meeting had been designed to "soothe the Russian elites, for whom this war is a disgrace, and want everything to get back to normal."
Former senior Russian diplomat Boris Bondarev, who resigned over the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, said Putin had offered so little that it was difficult to see why Trump agreed to meet. He said it appeared to be a Kremlin ploy to divert Trump from sanctions, just as Putin diverted Trump's call for a ceasefire in May by proposing peace talks in Istanbul that delivered nothing.
While Trump has lately criticized Putin's attacks on Ukrainian cities, he has not imposed sanctions or any other pressure on Russia beyond rhetoric. Trump told reporters on Wednesday that there would be "very severe" consequences if Putin continued the war after the Alaska meeting, although he has made similar threats before without following through.
"It's a bad idea for Trump to host this meeting," Bondarev said, questioning the purpose and benefit. "First he said, 'I want to meet with Vladimir and we will make a deal somehow.'" But then, he added, Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the meeting was to find out what Putin wants, when "it's totally visible what the other side wants."

Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks to journalists near Sochi, Russia, on May 19 after a phone call with President Donald Trump. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev/Sputnik/Kremlin pool/AP)


Putin has long made clear that he is demanding that Ukraine surrender four resource-rich regions and recognize Russia's 2014 illegal invasion and annexation of Crimea. Putin also wants Ukraine barred from NATO membership and its military constrained to the point that it would have little use.
Rubio said Tuesday that meeting Putin was "not a concession" but a "feel-out meeting."
"A meeting is what you do to kind of figure out and make your decision," Rubio contended, adding an echo of Trump's assertion that the chances of success would be clear early on.
Meetings between U.S. and Russian presidents -- leaders of the nations with the world's largest nuclear arsenals -- are normally exquisitely choreographed, highly negotiated events, in which concrete "deliverables" are agreed upon well in advance and nothing is left to chance.
Putin's attacks on Zelensky's legitimacy as recently as Aug. 1, and his depictions of Ukraine as a corrupt and artificial state, firmly place the Ukrainian on a lower plane, worthy of a meeting only when he accepts Russia's terms.
"Putin would like to present it to Trump like this: that with you, Donald, we know how things are done, and all these people from Europe and this Zelensky boy, this nasty boy, shouldn't be involved," Bondarev said. "'They don't know what to do. They don't know what they want. We know what we want, so let's agree.' Maybe Trump can be flattered like this."
Trump, perhaps unwittingly, reinforces the narrative.
At a news conference Monday, he seemed to portray two tough men working out a deal together, dismissing Zelensky's input and claiming that European leaders "very much rely on me. If it wasn't for me, this thing would never get solved until the last person breathing is dead."
Trump expressed strong dissatisfaction with Zelensky, whom he seemed to blame for the fighting: "I get along with Zelensky, but I disagree with what he's done -- very, very severely disagree. This is a war that should have never happened," he said.
He complained about Zelensky citing the barriers in Ukraine's constitution to changing borders. "He's got approval to go into war, kill everybody, but he needs approval to do a land swap," Trump said. Trump, however, did not mention that Russia quickly wrote the invaded and illegally annexed Ukrainian regions into its constitution in a bid to prevent their return.
Boasting that Putin told him how "tough" he was, Trump called Russia "tough" too, and he described Putin's invasion as a reflection of the Russian character.
"It's a warring nation," Trump said. "That's what they do. They fight a lot of wars."
Zelensky, he warned, had to accept "some land swapping" that would be "for the good of Ukraine" but also "some bad stuff for both."

Trump speaks at a White House news conference Monday. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


Roderich Kiesewetter, a member of the German parliament from Chancellor Friedrich Merz's center-right Christian Democratic Union, said the exclusion of Europe and Ukraine from the meeting in Alaska meant the end of the West, in the sense of a collective alliance of the United States, European Union nations and NATO allies.
"'The West' as an emotional or ethical term -- it's over," Kiesewetter said. "That's my main concern." His other fear, he added, is the fate of Ukrainians.
Putin has other opportunities in Alaska, with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov stating Tuesday that a key Moscow objective is to "normalize" relations with the U.S., a reference to the Kremlin's goal of ending sanctions, restoring direct flights and enabling U.S.-Russian business deals.
Russia also wants to deflect blame onto Ukraine for Trump's failure so far to end the war, according to analysts, in the hope that the Trump administration could halt intelligence support to Ukraine just as it has slowed weapons deliveries.
With recent Russian battlefield advances, Putin is confident that victory is with reach, according to Russian analysts, and he is disinclined to compromise, despite huge Russian casualties. The Center for Strategic and International Studies estimates that the number of Russians killed or wounded will reach 1 million over the summer.
But the former senior Kremlin official said that Putin no longer cares about the human cost of the war, calling him "very thick-skinned."
"He is like a turtle," the former official said. "This does not touch him anymore."
War fatigue appears to be setting in on all sides. The official said most people within the Kremlin oppose the war but are afraid to tell Putin.
"Everyone is scared of Putin. People do not want to talk about compromising because they all need to show that they are patriots," he said.
As for the summit, the former official said: "I have low expectations. ... They will either have to give an ultimatum to Ukraine, or walk away with very little achieved."
Siobhan O'Grady in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Asia
In Trump-Modi standoff, 'egos' and missteps fuel resentment        
The dispute between President Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi could have far-reaching consequences for the U.S-India relationship, analysts said.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during at the White House in February. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Pranshu Verma | 2025-08-14
NEW DELHI -- President Donald Trump's top adviser on India, Ricky Gill, was having dinner here last week with former Indian diplomats. Though he was in town for a global security conference, the conversation turned, inevitably, to Trump's souring relationship with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, according to two people familiar with the matter.
Trump had called India a "dead" economy and punished New Delhi with 50 percent tariffs for buying Russian oil. Indian officials were expressing frustration that trade negotiations had been upended; they were also angry that Trump kept claiming credit for resolving the country's recent military confrontation with Pakistan.
Gill, the National Security Council's senior director for South and Central Asia, tried to assuage the former diplomats, assuring them Washington still viewed New Delhi as a crucial partner, according to the two people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. But Gill noted there was one thing irritating Trump's team: Why were the Indians still obsessing over how the conflict in May had ended?
The diplomats were "surprised" by the question, the people familiar said. India has made no secret of its long-standing position that issues with Pakistan, its nuclear archival, should be handled bilaterally.
The episode illustrates a broader truth about the rapid devolution of relations between the United States and India: Both countries are struggling to grasp basic factors driving each other's foreign policy, leading to missteps and misunderstandings -- and fueling mutual resentment.
Meanwhile, Trump and Modi, populist leaders prone to bombast, have increasingly taken the diplomatic dispute into public view, complicating the search for solutions. It may be harder now for them to compromise on core issues, for fear of looking weak or alienating their right-wing bases, according to political analysts and former U.S. and Indian officials.
If the standoff continues, analysts said it could shake up the geopolitical order, badly damage India's economy and undo years of work on both sides spent building the U.S.-India partnership.
In a statement, White House spokesman Kush Desai said the administration could "accomplish two things at the same time: address unfair trade practices that have left American workers behind and maintain our strategic partnership with India." Modi's office did not respond to a request for comment.
"Trump needs his ego salved. Modi wants to be seen as uncompromising on Indian interests," said Christopher Clary, an expert on South Asia and an associate professor at the University at Albany.
"The Trump-Modi personal relationship has broken," he added. "The only question is whether it can be repaired."

Security personnel patrol a street in Ahmedabad, India, in February 2020, ahead of a visit by President Donald Trump. (Money Sharma/AFP/Getty Images)


The United States and India seemed primed to strengthen ties when Trump returned to the White House. During his first term, in 2019, Trump hosted a massive "Howdy Modi!" rally for the Indian leader in Houston. Modi reciprocated in 2020 with a "Namaste Trump" rally in Ahmedabad.
When Modi visited Trump in the Oval Office this past February, they pledged to increase trade between the United States and India to $500 billion by 2030. The Indian leader also played to his audience. "In the language of America, it's 'Make India Great Again' -- MIGA," Modi said at the White House, drawing a smile from Trump.
"When America and India work together, this MAGA plus MIGA becomes a 'mega partnership for prosperity,'" the prime minister declared.
Beneath the public displays of warmth, there were always more ominous undercurrents. Trump has called India a "big abuser" of tariffs and a "tariff king." Indian officials have resisted U.S. demands to make trade concessions on agriculture, dairy and seafood -- sectors that employ tens of millions of people. But it was India's military showdown with Pakistan in May that took tensions to a new level.
In April, militants killed 26 people, most of them tourists, in Indian-administered Kashmir. New Delhi blamed Pakistan for the attack, which Islamabad denied, and India carried out its deepest cross-border strikes in decades. Pakistan downed Indian fighter jets and targeted Indian bases. The conflict ended abruptly May 10 after Trump posted on Truth Social that he had helped negotiate a "FULL AND IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE."
Trump continued to repeat the claim over the following months, suggesting he had used trade threats to seal the deal. Pakistani leaders thanked the president for his help and nominated him for a Nobel Peace Prize. Anger built in India. In June, Modi told Trump in a phone call that the ceasefire was achieved through talks between the two militaries -- and not through U.S. mediation -- according to a statement from Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri. After that call, Trump hosted Pakistan's army chief, Asim Munir, for lunch.
"If I was advising Trump, I'd ask him to dial down the rhetoric and be sensitive to India's concern on Pakistan," said Ajay Bisaria, the former Indian high commissioner to Pakistan. "And on Modi's part, I think there should be some private communication giving ... the Americans more credit for what they did."
While it remains unclear how central U.S. meditation was to ending the conflict, Clary said Washington maintained "an active role in searching for de-escalation," keeping "open lines of communication with both countries" and acting as a conduit for messages between them.
The Modi government's insistence that Washington played no part in winding down the conflict has hurt its relationship with the White House, said Sanjaya Baru, who served as media adviser for former Indian prime minister Manmohan Singh when he was in office. But he said it reflects what Modi prioritizes most: mollifying his Hindu-nationalist base.
Modi wants to be perceived as the "macho Hindu leader" fighting Pakistan, Baru said, and acknowledging American involvement would undermine that self-image. "When you make domestic politics your priority, then foreign policy falls by the wayside."
For both Trump and Modi, he added, the political now risks becoming personal, making it harder to find an off-ramp.
"These are huge egos," Baru said.

Trump speaks with Modi at the White House in February. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Last week, Trump significantly ratcheted up tensions by levying 50 percent tariffs on India's exports to the United States, which he described as a punishment for Indian purchases of Russian oil.
Trump's advisers have also taken an increasingly hostile tone toward New Delhi. Days before the president's executive order, White House deputy chief of staff Stephen Miller said on Fox News that "India portrays itself as being one of our closest friends in the world ... but they don't accept our products."
Peter Navarro, a key architect of Trump's economic policies, told reporters outside the White House on Aug. 6 that "India is the maharaja of tariffs" and that the decision to raise tariffs was "a pure national security issue associated with India's abject refusal to stop buying Russia oil." New Delhi has been the top buyer of Russian crude oil since 2023, according to the ship-tracking company Kpler.
Randhir Jaiswal, a spokesman for India's Ministry of External Affairs, said in a statement that India's purchases of Russian oil were "based on market factors," describing the U.S. tariffs as "unfair, unjustified and unreasonable."
At an event in New Delhi last Thursday, Modi reiterated he would stand firm against any U.S. trade deal that hurts the country's farming, dairy or fishing industries. "I know personally I will have to pay a heavy price for it," he said. "I am ready for that."
His government is also signaling it will strengthen relations with the BRICS bloc, which includes Brazil, Russia, India and China, which Trump accuses of "anti-American" policies. After last week's tariff announcement, Reuters reported that Modi would visit Beijing this month, his first such trip in seven years. Indian national security adviser Ajit Doval said that Russian President Vladimir Putin would soon be in town for a visit, according to local media. After an Aug. 7 call with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Modi said on X that "A strong, people-centric partnership between Global South nations benefits everyone."
Lindsey Ford, a former senior director for South Asia at the National Security Council, said the current trajectory bodes ill -- not just for the United States' relationship with India but also for its ability to compete with China across the Indo-Pacific region. She questioned if Trump and Modi's advisers could bring them back from the brink.
"They need to pull it out of the public domain as quickly as possible," Ford said. "The path we are on right now has a real risk of upending decades of careful relationship-building."
Supriya Kumar contributed to this report.
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Europe
Europeans, Zelensky cite unity with Trump ahead of Putin summit in Alaska
European leaders said a call with President Donald Trump was unifying and that he agreed Ukraine should be part of any negotiations over territory, but some still worry he could give in to Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is welcomed to Berlin by German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, right, for a call with European leaders and President Donald Trump on Wednesday. (John Macdougall/Pool/Reuters)


By Ellen Francis | 2025-08-13
BRUSSELS -- European leaders on Wednesday implored President Donald Trump to keep one key point in mind when he meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska: The United States cannot -- must not -- negotiate away Ukrainian territory, especially for nothing in return.
As Trump floats "land swaps," Kyiv's European backers have rejected a Russian proposal to trade Ukrainian land for an undefined truce.
European leaders pressed their priorities in a call with Trump organized by German Chancellor Friedrich Merz on Wednesday. They spoke first with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who traveled to Berlin, and then Trump joined. The call was intended to shape Trump's thinking before the Alaska summit on Friday, with the anxious Europeans well aware that Trump in the past has seemed to fall under Putin's spell.
European leaders emerged heralding the conversation as unifying.
French President Emmanuel Macron said Trump was "very clear" on Wednesday that he wants to obtain a ceasefire, and he said that Trump agreed that Ukraine should be involved in any talks on territory.
Macron said Trump also assured the Europeans that he would later seek a trilateral summit with Putin and Zelensky.
Trump confirmed on Wednesday that he hoped to arrange a three-way meeting after Alaska, and he praised the call with the Europeans and Zelensky. "I would rate it a 10, you know, very, very friendly," Trump said during a visit to the Kennedy Center. Trump also repeated his claim that the war would not have happened if he had been in office. "This isn't my war," he said. "It is what it is, and I'm here to fix it."
But he strongly downplayed expectations that the meeting with Putin would yield an immediate breakthrough.
"There's a very good chance that we're going to have a second meeting, which will be more productive than the first, because the first is, I'm going to find out where we are and what we're doing," Trump said.
"Certain great things can be gained in the first. It's going to be a very important meeting, but it's setting the table for the second meeting," which he said would include Zelensky.
Merz, at a post-call news conference with Zelensky, called the European meeting "constructive" and said they were all "very much in agreement." He said European leaders insisted on their conditions for any negotiations with Putin, including that "Ukraine must sit at the table" and that a ceasefire must be the starting point.
"There is hope for movement," Merz said. Still, he was noncommittal when asked if Trump had agreed to conditions such as providing security guarantees for Ukraine.
Zelensky told reporters in Berlin that there was a "very positive, united mood." He said he told Trump that Putin was trying to "create the impression that Russia can occupy the whole of Ukraine" to gain the upper hand in negotiations. "That is a bluff," Zelensky said.
The Europeans have insisted that Moscow agree to a ceasefire before negotiations over territory.
If such negotiations occur, a European counteroffer has pushed the idea that any retreat of Ukrainian forces from Ukrainian-controlled territory should be matched on an inch-for-inch basis by Russia's withdrawal from occupied Ukrainian territory, according to three people briefed on the discussions.

French President Emmanuel Macron, European Council President Antonio Costa, French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Noel Barrot and French Armed Forces Minister Sebastien Lecornu attend a call with Zelensky and Merz from Bormes-les-Mimosas, France. (Philippe Magoni/Pool/Reuters)


European and NATO allies have often failed to sway Trump's thinking, or even to be heard by the U.S. president ahead of big policy decisions, such as to bomb Iranian nuclear facilities. And they are frequently dismayed by Trump's policy moves, such as his unilateral imposition of tariffs.
The Europeans recognize that they can only do so much to influence a president who often veers off-script and likes nothing more than to declare a deal.
But on Ukraine they recently have met with some success, for example, by persuading Trump to allow them to transfer U.S. weapons to Ukraine and purchase replacements for themselves.
In recent days, especially after a meeting with Vice President JD Vance in Britain, they have found the U.S. administration receptive to some of their red lines.
After that weekend meeting, Vance, in a television interview, endorsed at least one European position -- that the current line of contact in eastern Ukraine should be the starting point of any talks -- rejecting a Russian demand that Ukraine  surrender its entire eastern Donbas area.
Some European officials have expressed guarded optimism, as the administration has lowered expectations for the summit in Alaska, that Trump would not simply give in to Putin or carve up Ukraine alone.
There appears to be "more of an understanding from the Americans that you can't just go for land swaps which would somehow give a prize to Russia," said one European Union official, who like others in this article spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
Still, the official added, "it's clear that there are sort of discrepancies, and as we've seen it in the U.S. system by now, you have one man who will decide."

Merz and Zelensky at a news conference in Berlin on Wednesday. (Filip Singer/EPA/Shutterstock)


Even with Trump making an effort to consult allies, there has been confusion over whether Putin is even willing to swap territory, officials said.
The administration understood that a partial Russian retreat might be possible after U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff returned from meeting with Putin in Moscow last week. However, the Russian offer apparently calls for a Ukrainian surrender of territory that Russian forces don't even control as a precondition for a ceasefire, the people briefed on the talks said.
Wednesday's call with Trump caps a flurry of meetings and statements organized by the Europeans to rally around Kyiv since the Alaska summit was announced.
In a post on Truth Social before the call, Trump described European leaders as "great people who want to see a deal done." The virtual summit hosted by Germany included the leaders of France, Britain, Italy, Poland, Finland, the E.U. and NATO.
"I have many fears and a lot of hope," Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said earlier this week. Tusk said that recent comments indicate Trump was increasingly understanding of Ukrainian and European views on the war but that he was not so sure that would hold.
Trump has repeatedly balked after threatening to pressure Russia into a ceasefire. As recently as last week, the president's mounting frustrations with Russia stalling on a ceasefire, and his threats of fresh U.S. sanctions, gave way to his invitation to Putin to meet on U.S. soil.
European leaders, who won't be in Alaska, have little sway over the diplomatic spectacle, even as they have become Ukraine's chief military and financial backer.
Most proposals for a truce also envision a role for European nations in enforcing any deal that could reshape the continent's future security.
In the scramble to sway Trump, European officials have also stressed that any deal must give Ukraine a bulwark against future attacks.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte has suggested a deal could involve acknowledging de facto Russian control of some of Ukraine's regions, without Kyiv officially ceding them.
If Trump's meeting with Putin advances to "full-scale negotiations," Rutte said Sunday, territory would "have to be on the table," as would security guarantees for Ukraine. Rutte said talks should involve "no limitations" on its military or on NATO's posture in Eastern Europe.
Freezing the current front lines would leave about one-fifth of Ukraine's territory in Russian hands. Ukraine, meanwhile, has little leverage for a land swap, holding a small toehold in Russia's western Kursk region since a faltering offensive.
"Europeans can say what they want, but in the end, Ukraine and Russia will have to agree," said a  second European official. "It's unlikely there's a peace deal now where Putin says, 'Okay, I'm going to withdraw from all of Ukraine.'"
The chief diplomat for the 27-nation E.U., Kaja Kallas, told the bloc's foreign ministers last week that the initial contours of a deal between Washington and Moscow had seemed to "focus on territory only" and that "the Ukrainians are very worried," according to a copy of a written note seen by The Washington Post.
Kallas warned against a "fragile ceasefire" that would solidify Russia's gains in more than three years of war.
The E.U. official said they didn't see "willingness" from Kyiv or many of its staunch European allies for trading territory within Ukraine, citing distrust with Russia, which is pressing its advances in the east.
"We have to understand the Ukrainian position. They have a million men who've been fighting for years now, so it's also something that President Zelensky wouldn't be able to have domestically accepted," the official said.
Though polls show war-weary Ukrainians increasingly favor a settlement to end the fighting, it would be tough to sell ceding territory -- home to hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians and where forces built up defensive lines over years -- for a ceasefire that can't be guaranteed.
But even as Europe insists that Ukraine must receive security guarantees, its own ideas of what those guarantees would look like remain fuzzy.
Ukraine's chief backers say guarantees should start with pledges of more weapons and training for its army and that they will reject any Russian demand to limit Ukraine's military.
Kyiv's top aspiration -- NATO membership --  remains far-fetched, and a plan for European troops in Ukraine remains on a back burner.
Carl Bildt, a former prime minister of Sweden, said European governments can shape the talks as Ukraine's chief suppliers of arms and cash. "That blocks the possibility for Trump to make any concessions to Putin on what I think is among the most important of his demands," to halt the flow of Western weapons to Ukraine, Bildt said.
European leaders also still control billions in Russian frozen assets that will factor into negotiations, as well as the battery of sanctions that Russia wants lifted.
Yet Camille Grand, a former NATO and French defense official, noted the limited European role, from the sidelines of the upcoming talks.
"The Europeans today provide the bulk of humanitarian, economic and military aid and have now accepted to pay for American weapons," Grand told French public radio. "While in the negotiations, they can at best hope to influence the American position or to support Ukraine."
Catherine Belton in London, Aaron Wiener in Berlin, and Michael Birnbaum and Brianna Tucker in Washington contributed to this report.
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Europe
After disinformation-fueled riots, U.K. police to release suspects' ethnicities
False claims about the identify of the man who stabbed three girls to death in last year spurred anti-immigration riots across the country.


A police officer near the site where a car plowed into a crowd of fans celebrating Liverpool's Premier League title in May. (Isabel Infantes/Reuters)


By Joshua Yang | 2025-08-13
Police in the U.K. are expected to begin disclosing the ethnicity and nationality of suspects charged in sensitive cases if it might help deter the spread of disinformation, under guidelines endorsed Wednesday by the Home Office.
Police were previously discouraged from releasing most personal details of suspects. False claims on social media that the man accused of stabbing three girls to death in the English town of Southport last year was a Muslim asylum seeker spurred anti-immigration riots across the country.
In the guidance released Wednesday, police forces are advised "to disclose a suspect's ethnicity and nationality when there is a policing purpose to do so.
"This could include to reduce the risk to public safety, where there are high levels of mis- or disinformation about a particular incident."
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper told reporters that "greater transparency" would be a "step forward."
The Home Office oversees police in England and Wales. The guidance was developed by the National Police Chiefs' Council and the College of Policing.
"Disinformation and incorrect narratives can take hold in a vacuum," said council spokeswoman Sam de Reya, deputy chief constable for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. "It is good police work for us to fill this vacuum with the facts about issues of wider public interest."

Police and emergency personnel in Liverpool. (Jon Super/AP)


False claims that the suspect accused of killing girls ages 6, 7 and 9 at a dance class in Southport last July was a Muslim asylum seeker fueled days of unrest in England and Northern Ireland. Rioters surrounded mosques, burned businesses and vehicles and attacked people. More than 130 police offices were assaulted, authorities say, and more than 1,800 people arrested.
The 17-year-old who later pleaded guilty to the killings was a Christian and British citizen born in Wales and raised in England.
When two men were charged last month in the rape of a 12-year-old girl near Birmingham, the anti-immigration Reform U.K. party alleged that they were Afghan asylum seekers. When police declined to release the suspects' ethnicities or nationalities, the party accused them of a cover-up.
The case drew fresh criticism for Prime Minister Keir Starmer's Labour government, now trailing Nigel Farage's Reform U.K. in polling. Cooper, the home secretary, suggested then that the guidelines would be updated.
Advocates for migrants warned that the guidance would not address broader anti-migrant sentiments in Britain.
"Releasing the ethnicity and nationality of suspects is simply a concession to far-right anti-migrant dog whistles," said Julia Tinsley-Kent, head of policy at the London-based Migrants' Rights Network. "All this does is signal that it is somehow legitimate to riot in scenarios where the suspect is a racialized person."
Shabna Begum, CEO of the pro-gender-equality, anti-racist Runnymede Trust, said it could also implicitly frame crimes against women and girls as issues of ethnicity.
"The motivation for this narrative cannot claim to have women's safety as its primary concern," she said. "There is no evidence to suggest women will be any safer by making sexual violence appear to have a racialized nature."
"These are cheap political tricks that address none of the urgent problems but cause deep, long-lasting harm."
In May, police took the unusual step of identifying the man accused of driving a minivan into a crowd of soccer fans in Liverpool as a White British citizen.
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Europe
JD Vance becomes the latest affluent American to fall for the Cotswolds 
Ellen DeGeneres, Kourtney Kardashian and the family of Vice President JD Vance are just a few of the Americans to fall under the spell of England's storybook vacation spot. 

A stroll in the center of Charlbury on Monday (Toby Melville/Reuters)


By Karla Adam | 2025-08-13

The town of Charlbury in England's Cotswolds region, where Vice President JD Vance is vacationing with his family. (Toby Melville/Reuters)


CHARLBURY, England -- Vice President JD Vance and his family are vacationing in the Cotswolds. Ellen DeGeneres has made it a home. Kourtney Kardashian recently gushed about the area on Instagram, calling it a "dreamy storybook fairy tale," sounding quite like the ads plastered on the windows of local real estate agents.
This picture-perfect stretch of England is famed for its rolling hills, countryside living, thatched roofs and cozy pubs. It's a place of genteel affluence -- think Martha's Vineyard or Napa Valley -- with more than 200 villages and hamlets and, reportedly, Britain's poshest farm shop. Even the sheep look as if they are contemplating a second home.
Americans have noticed.
One of the best-known transplants, DeGeneres, told a crowd in Cheltenham recently that "everything here is just better" -- a comment the British press seized upon gleefully, as if the former talk show host had just endorsed the National Health Service or milky tea.
She and her wife, Portia de Rossi, had originally planned to divide their time between the United States and Britain, but after Donald Trump won a second presidential term, they decided: "We're staying here."
The couple's first property, a 43-acre estate called Kitesbridge, is on the market for 22.5 million pounds ($30.3 million). They've since moved to a larger estate nearby that can better accommodate their horses, a problem that is rather specific to this postcode.
The Cotswolds, however, hasn't exactly turned out to be a refuge from U.S. politics.
The Vances -- JD, wife Usha and their three children -- are staying at a six-acre property near Charlbury that, according to the Daily Telegraph, has a tennis court, a basement gym and a Georgian orangery. British media has closely tracked JD Vance's movements in the area. The Daily Mail published a video of his motorcade allegedly driving on the wrong side of the road.
The visit follows a similarly pastoral outing last week when the Vances went fishing at the country residence of British Foreign Secretary David Lammy. That excursion, too, turned a bit scaly when it became clear the pair apparently broke British law by dropping the hooks without a fishing license, a violation that can carry a fine of up to $3,500. Lammy retroactively paid for the licenses Monday, blaming the misstep on an "administrative oversight."
Vance's notable Cotswold neighbors include Jeremy Clarkson, the journalist and television presenter who, in a Times of London column, called Vance a vulgar word and said he "also has no clue about history." (Vance denied that a remark he made about some "random country that hasn't fought a war in 30 or 40 years" was aimed at Britain and France, but many here took offense.)
Other critics held a "Vance not welcome party" in Charlbury on Tuesday. The organizers, from the Stop Trump Coalition, insisted it wasn't a protest, but they intended to "dance against Vance!"

People attend the "Vance not welcome party" in Charlbury on Tuesday. (Toby Melville/Reuters)


Visiting Charlbury from New York for a friend's 40th birthday, Josephine Roth, 29, said the area felt "very different from U.S. countryside -- it's quaint and beautiful." She nodded toward the street, lined with honey-stone buildings and so quiet you could hear the birds.
Roth added that she wasn't sure she had much in common with the local celebrities. On hearing that the Vances were nearby, she laughed: "It makes me want to leave."
For the tourism industry and real estate brokers, though, the American market is gold.
Helen Whitfield, of the Cotswold property agency Butler Sherborn, said she has seen a surge in first-time American buyers in the past two months. Motivations include politics back home and relatively lower British university fees, Whitfield said.
The homes they want are "very traditional Cotswolds -- often older than modern America," she said, and typically in "untouched, highly protected villages."
Americans, she added, "have far more passion for the history than the Brits do." But even if they want a 300-year-old English cottage, they also want the comforts of a Napa Valley show home, such as underfloor heating and electric -- rather than oil-fired -- Aga cookstoves. The arrival of exclusive member clubs, such as Soho Farmhouse, has helped to cement the appeal for the elite, she said.
Sally Graff of Cotswolds Tourism said U.S. visitors are its largest overseas market. The region's beauty, history and idyllic rural life are a major draw. It's the kind of place where you can pop into a "quaint" pub, pay $50 for a meat pie and a pint, and find yourself bending elbows next to the Beckhams.
While the storybook image of the Cotswolds is readily available to the super-rich, life is less Instagram-ready for others. There are pockets of poverty, seasonal jobs that disappear after summer and locals priced out by rising housing costs. Tourism can strain daily life.
Some villages are pushing back. Bibury -- "the most beautiful village in England," according to the artist William Morris -- has recently imposed parking restrictions on tour buses. Home to just 600 residents, the village can easily get 10 times that number of visitors on a summer day, upending the quiet that many come seeking in the first place.
The village noticeboard recently advertised a talk on sustainable church flowers, an art exhibition and, in true Cotswolds fashion, a sprawling philosophical treatise on birdsong.
Tourists, however, seemed unmoved by the big questions of avian existence, preferring instead to photograph Arlington Row, often called the most photographed row of cottages in the country.
Tour guide Robert Gunning, leading a three-village excursion, said 70 percent of his clients were American. "Somebody said to me today, 'I just want to get away from all the noise in America -- it's just Trump, Trump, Trump. I just wanted peace,'" Gunning said.
In Burford, after a tour of a 900-year-old church that contains ancient graffiti and tombs of notable figures, Gunning sent his group in the direction of a "very good" afternoon tea, reassuring the Americans that this also included little sandwiches, biscuits and possibly scones.
The appeal of the Cotswolds, he said, lies in its privacy and accessibility -- it's not that far from Oxford or even London, and yet it feels a world away.
"Aesthetically, it's very pretty," he said of the area's distinctive architecture. "The houses still have names instead of numbers, there are still no Golden Arches, and the gardens are pretty. ... It's easy on the eyes and good for your mental health."
Unless you're trying to park a car in Bibury.
Steve Hendrix in London contributed to this report.
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Media
Kari Lake defends VOA cuts in court after warnings from Capitol Hill
As Trump lieutenant tells a federal judge she is following the law in dismantling the VOA, emails obtained by The Washington Post show staff on Capitol Hill warned her about overstepping.

Kari Lake speaks during a House Committee on Foreign Affairs hearing on June 25 in Washington. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Scott Nover | 2025-08-14
Kari Lake, the Republican firebrand installed by President Donald Trump to reduce the Voice of America and its parent agency to what he called a "minimum presence," sought Wednesday to justify her hardball approach to a federal judge who has alleged that she is overstepping her statutory authority.
Her legal challenges have expanded beyond the courtroom, however, with the Government Accountability Office  launching an investigation into potential executive overreach at the U.S. Agency for Global Media after congressional staffers from both parties warned that Lake was breaking the law by improperly using appropriated funds.
The GAO investigation, confirmed by the agency to The Washington Post, will take months to resolve. Lake's immediate legal focus lies with U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth, who has demanded answers about how she is running the once-vibrant international broadcasting agency with a shoestring staff while keeping hundreds on paid leave.
Lake, an Arizonan who ran unsuccessfully for U.S. Senate last year and styles herself the acting CEO of USAGM, put most of the agency's 1,300 employees and contractors on administrative leave in March after Trump's executive order. VOA's sidelined director, Michael Abramowitz, and a group of VOA journalists sued her, arguing that the president lacks the authority to unilaterally dismantle the agency with a mandate and budget set by Congress.
Since then, Lake has been running a ghost ship with about 200 active staffers while 600 remain on paid leave and another 500 contractors were fired.
Lamberth ordered the government on July 30 to justify its actions, having earlier issued a preliminary injunction instructing the agency to abide by its statutory authority. A circuit court panel reversed a separate part of the injunction ordering staffers back to work.
"[W]hen Congress appropriated $260 million to VOA for FY 2025, it did not anticipate that such a significant sum of taxpayer funds would be used to pay employees to sit at home for months on end," wrote Lamberth, a Reagan appointee. "The legal term for that is 'waste,' and it is precisely what federal appropriation law aims to avoid."
The judge asked the government to detail how USAGM is restoring VOA programming, whether it has told Congress about a "significant reduction in broadcast hours," how it's following federal appropriations, and its plan to conduct a reduction in force at the agency, after a previous RIF was rescinded due to improper data collection.
In a declaration to the court filed Wednesday, Lake said Trump had "expressed strong interest in ... closing USAGM," saying she intends to help him do so "within the bounds of current and future federal law."
She denied acting outside Congress's intentions. "Until such time as Congress deems it appropriate to pass legislation to either close or reform USAGM, USAGM has no present plans to wind down USAGM's operations," she wrote. She added that the agency's previous broadcast offerings in more than 40 languages far exceeded its original mandate, justifying her reduction to services in just four, spoken mostly in China, Afghanistan and Iran.
Lake said she wants to "supplement content" with right-wing One America News programming through a deal struck in May and disclosed that the agency is "engaged in ongoing discussions with Newsmax in pursuit of a similar agreement." She also said she wants the agency to move out of its Washington headquarters building before the end of the year and to use artificial intelligence tools to produce graphics.
VOA journalists Patsy Widakuswara, Jessica Jerreat and Kate Neeper, plaintiffs in one of the cases, said Lake's filing "offers nothing new of substance" other than "a plan to partner with another partisan media outlet, Newsmax. That is contrary to the law and VOA's mandate to serve as a reliable and authoritative source of news. We will continue to seek VOA's full restoration to its congressionally-mandated role."
Lake has also received messages from Capitol Hill urging her to follow the law. Congressional appropriations staffers for Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) warned Lake in June that she was breaking the law by improperly using congressionally appropriated funds to fire staffers at the government broadcaster.
The bipartisan finger-wagging came in a series of emails from the Senate Appropriations Committee's State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs subcommittee to officials at the U.S. Agency for Global Media, obtained by The Washington Post through freedom of information requests to USAGM.
On June 11, the Democratic subcommittee clerk Alex Carnes sent an email to Lake and then-acting CEO Victor Morales saying the RIF notices sent to Voice of America staffers violated the Anti-Deficiency Act, which holds officials to the congressional appropriations for their agencies. Carnes declined to comment.
The law attributes personal liability and carries criminal penalties, thought it is unlikely Trump's Justice Department would indict Lake, Morales or any USAGM staffer carrying out the president's executive order.
Paul Grove, the longtime Republican subcommittee clerk working for Graham, followed up with a stern message. "Please respond to [Carnes's] suggestion," he wrote. "You have not followed legal requirements." Grove did not respond to a request for comment.
(While Freedom of Information Act personnel redacted names in some of the emails, multiple people who saw the original emails have confirmed the senders and recipients to The Post.)
On June 13, Schatz, the subcommittee's ranking Democrat, sent Lake a letter -- previously reported by The Post -- saying she was breaking the law. "According to email exchanges between my staff and you and your agency, you are not denying you have these legal obligations, you are simply choosing to ignore them," he wrote.
In response, Lake wrote, "Your assertion and accusations are completely false and without merit, but I expect nothing less from a far-left Senator with an agenda who doesn't have a grasp of the law, the grave national security concerns or the realities of this agency."
Schatz sent a letter on June 26 to top GAO official Gene Dodaro, the comptroller of the United States. In the letter, obtained by The Post, Schatz said agencies had violated two provisions of last year's foreign operations spending bill, which Trump carried forward through a continuing resolution on March 15, that prohibit agency reorganizations without Congress's permission.
Schatz asked the GAO to conduct an "expedited review" of Anti-Deficiency Act violations at both USAGM and the U.S. Agency for International Development concerning their respective reorganizations.
Sarah Kaczmarek, managing director of public affairs for the Government Accountability Office, the independent, nonpartisan body that audits the federal government, told The Post that the GAO accepted the request and that a review is underway but will take months to complete.
"The Government Accountability Office (GAO) and Democrats are angry that President Trump is rightsizing the bloated federal government, so they are teaming up to try to stop him," Lake wrote in an email to The Washington Post. "U.S. Agency for Global Media (USAGM) is an American-taxpayer-funded agency that is highly corrupt and wastes hundreds-of-millions of dollars broadcasting 90s-style news around the globe -- often spreading an anti-American message. The President's March 14 Executive Order calls for reducing USAGM to what is statutorily required by law -- nothing more; that is my mission at USAGM."
Charles Kieffer, a former longtime staff director for Democrats on the Senate Appropriations Committee, said "there is no question" that Lake's actions violate the Anti-Deficiency Act. "The RIF is just one manifestation of a reorganization and they're spending money to reorganize," he said.
But the GAO has limited enforcement power. "There's never been anybody that's ever been convicted or indicted for violation of the act," said G. William Hoagland, senior vice president of the Bipartisan Policy Center and a former director of the Senate Budget Committee.
USAGM staffers put what hope they have for getting their jobs back in Lamberth's courtroom. The judge is expected to respond to the government's filing in the coming week, though the case will likely be appealed to a three-judge panel on the federal appeals court.
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Business
Gold rush hits Trump-era Washington, from prices to the Oval Office
The Trump era has seen a gold rush, with prices rising amid economic uncertainty and central banks seeking to diversify their reserve holdings.

Gold items on a mantle in the Oval Office as President Donald Trump meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on April 7. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-08-14
Donald Trump promised Americans a golden age. In one way, he's already delivered: gold is glittering like never before.
Over the past year, the price of the precious metal has surged by roughly 35 percent, vastly outstripping gains in the overall stock market. Investors are increasingly turning to the metal -- used as a safe financial asset for millennia -- amid mounting economic uncertainty and heavy buying by central banks seeking to diversify their reserve holdings.
The rally intensified last week, when gold futures in New York spiked after U.S. Customs and Border Protection unexpectedly said that certain widely traded gold bars, many from Switzerland, would be subject to Trump's new tariffs. The unexpected move pushed U.S. prices above the global benchmark set in London, easing only after Trump later announced on social media that gold would not be subject to tariffs.
In Trump's Washington, the gold rush is more than a market trend -- it's a decor choice. And business executives who know that come armed with gilded gifts, hoping to win the president over.
The Oval Office now gleams with gold-colored drapes, medallions, frames, figurines, cherubs, eagles and moldings. Corporate executives who have recently visited the president for one-on-one meetings have described the office as overwhelmingly golden. When Apple CEO Tim Cook stopped by last week, he presented the president with a commemorative plate anchored in a 24-karat gold base. A day earlier, a Cabinet secretary took to X to share a video of himself autographing a gold-colored tractor on the National Mall. Meanwhile, the administration has promoted a $5 million "gold card" aimed at wealthy foreigners.
Known for private residences that celebrate opulence, Trump has transformed one end of Pennsylvania Avenue into an extension of the gilded style he's favored for decades at places like his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, with rooms full of gold touches.
"The Oval Office's transformation from drab and dull under Joe Biden to glittering and glamorous under President Trump reflects a nationwide transformation: a country that was dead and stagnant is now hot and thriving towards a new Golden Age," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement.
Outside the White House gates, gold is booming in more traditional ways. Dealers report a surge in activity as investors rush to cash in on the metal's rally. Some are selling inherited coins, jewelry or bars; others, including cryptocurrency holders, are converting digital earnings into bullion rather than fiat currency. Some see gold as a hedge against inflation or a safeguard against doubts over the long-term viability of the U.S. dollar as the global reserve currency.
Mike Coan, a gold dealer who runs Marion Adam Rare Coins in Elletsville, Indiana, said his business is headed for a banner year.
"It's basically a runaway train with no conductor behind the wheel," he said. "I've not seen anything like it. I've been in business 21 years."
The surge is also showing up in financial markets. CME Group, an exchange operator, has seen record volumes across futures and options exchanges, according to a spokesman. Its "micro" gold contract, which is a tenth of the size of its main contract, saw record year-to-date average daily volume of 214,000 contracts.
The reasons for the run-up in gold prices are deeper than presidential decor, economists say. Nearly half the recent run-up in gold prices can be traced to an extraordinary spike in global economic uncertainty, particularly over trade policy, that has approached levels last seen during the early days of the pandemic, according to a recent analysis by EconoFact, a nonpartisan economics publication. Rising expectations for inflation -- which often lead investors to buy gold as a hedge -- contributed to the metal's climb, EconoFact's analysts said.
For investors, gold offers no explicit yield, unlike bonds, which pay an annual interest rate, or stocks that pay dividends. But holding gold can still provide benefits in an investment portfolio. People will purchase gold when they expect the price of the metal to rise, allowing them to cash it in at a higher price -- although there is also a risk of capital losses in the face of a price decline.
"This leap cannot be explained by a sudden increase in the demand for gold as jewelry or for its use in industrial production," EconoFact wrote in March. "Rather, it reflects the shifting demand for the yellow metal as a financial asset."
Another factor behind gold's surge: Central banks, including in China, ramped up purchases after European countries froze Russian assets in response to Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine. By keeping the metal in domestic vaults, central banks keep it beyond the reach of foreign institutions and governments. Goldman Sachs says buying on London's over-the-counter gold market has since jumped fivefold.
"This changed the market structurally," said Samantha Dart, Goldman's co-head of commodities research. "We think of it as, 'Hey we need to just diversify a little bit more, increase the share of gold in our reserves, because a precedent has been set.'"
Goldman expects gold to hit about $3,700 a troy ounce by year's end -- up from roughly $3,400 this week -- and $4,000 by mid-2026 as central bank buying continues. A troy ounce is slightly heavier than a regular ounce and is historically used to measure precious metals.
The rally isn't confined to markets. The song "Golden" by HUNTR/X, the fictional K-pop girl group featured in the popular animated Netflix film "KPop Demon Hunters," took the top spot on the Billboard Hot 100 this week.
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Food
Gold leaf lobster rolls in Iowa? Our tasteless obsession with gilded food.
Paired with caviar or a lobster roll at a state fair, edible gold remains a flavorless shorthand for status.

(Washington Post illustration/iStock)


By Tim Carman | 2025-08-14
The food at state fairs typically adheres to two basic rules: It must be suitable for a stick or a deep fryer, or -- ideally -- both. The Iowa State Fair offers plenty of morsels that fit comfortably into both categories, but the dish hogging all the attention this summer is a newcomer dubbed the High Roller Lobster Roll. Sold alongside deep-fried deviled eggs and pork chops on a stick, this $100 roll is a show pony among market swine.
The sandwich from JR's SouthPork Ranch features a split bun toasted in duck fat and gold dust, lending the roll a metallic sheen, like a '70s-era muscle car. The bun is stuffed with a quarter pound of Maine lobster tossed in clarified butter, then topped with creme fraiche and three generous scoops of Hackleback caviar. The final grace notes are strips of gold leaf, their wrinkly skins shimmering under the Iowa sun.
I don't know what this dish is doing at a state fair more than 1,300 miles from the Maine coastline -- though reviews have been universally positive -- but I do know one thing: This is not carny food.
If you're searching for inspirations for this blinged-out performative fare, you don't have to look far. Contemporary culture and politics are all but obsessed with America's Gilded Age, a period of late-19th-century industrial might, and ostentatious wealth. Earlier this year, Politico announced "the Gilded Age Is Back," if mostly as a warning to conservatives who might be a tad too complacent with the idea. Meanwhile, millions of Americans are tuning into the HBO period drama "The Gilded Age" for a glimpse at what America was like when power, money and influence were consolidated in one small sliver of society.
President Donald Trump's affection for the Gilded Age is well-documented. It's now being channeled into his aesthetic makeover of the White House, where the people's house "has gone golden, taking the office into baroque and rococo realms typical of 17th- and 18th-century French monarchs," as Carolina A. Miranda wrote for Post Opinion in April. Golden cherubs. Gilded urns. Gold coasters. Presidential portraits mounted in gilt frames. A golden paperweight with Trump's name in all caps. Golden floral moldings that may or may not be made in China.
Much like the industrialists of the Gilded Age, Trump takes his design cues from the aristocracy on the other side of the Atlantic, with special emphasis on Louis XIV, the Sun King whose belief in his divine right to power long presaged Trump's. These men use gilded objects to communicate a vision of themselves as something rare, something precious, something immortal, something unattainable by mere commoners.
The use of gold in food is nowhere near as precious or rare. You can buy edible 24-karat gold leaf -- the kind often found crumbled on dishes designed for one-percenters -- for less than $1 per sheet. As a point of comparison, Hackleback caviar can run $40 to $50 per ounce retail, while wholesale Maine lobster is available for $10.50 per pound, not including shipping costs, though one source tells me the price can vary from one day to another. In other words, the gold leaf adds very little cost to the $100 lobster roll at the Iowa State Fair.
The application of gold leaf -- or gold dust, gold flake or other edible gold -- is by itself not unusual. The precious metal has found a natural home among desserts, candies and baked goods for reasons that are immediately discernible to the eye. Gold leaf practically glows against the black hole of a dark chocolate truffle. It leaves a shimmering contrail against the night sky of a chocolate frosted cake. It's not foreign to savory dishes, either: Gold leaf has been applied, if rather inelegantly, to burgers, steaks, grilled cheese sandwiches, even the occasional promotion from a national chain restaurant. The ingredient tends to inspire a kind of gold rush among chefs: They're regularly trying to one-up each other to create high-end stunt foods that can earn a spot in the Guinness World Records, or at least garner a boatload of free publicity.
Still, regardless how gold leaf is applied, its use is always a power play. Its very presence is shorthand for status. It signals that you have not only the disposable income to afford a pricey lobster roll -- or a $666 hamburger or a $1,000 tomahawk steak -- but the privilege to eat whatever you like, even a precious metal with no flavor or nutritional value. Gold leaf is biologically inert; it passes through our bodies without incident, leaving no signs that it ever darkened our digestive tract. (Incidentally, edible gold is not regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, though the agency has words of warning about nonedible food decorative products).
For those of us who can afford, we eat edible gold because we can. We eat it to separate ourselves from the majority who can't.
This is where the two Gilded Ages start to converge: The industrialists of the late 19th century generated a lot of wealth, sometimes even for workers, but their greed and corruption also led to giant income disparities. America is experiencing similar inequalities today. The gilded plates that we find at restaurants -- and now at state fairs -- are just another sign of a society divided into haves and have-nots.
I was reminded of this while pulling up a plush chair at the Bazaar by Jose Andres inside the Waldorf Astoria hotel. Seated at the restaurant's bar inside the Old Post Office building -- the very place that once housed the Trump International Hotel Washington, D.C. -- I ordered two one-bite appetizers: a $19 caviar cone filled with chive creme fraiche and osetra caviar, and the $24 "Jose's Taco," which is a small square of nori topped with an even smaller square of jamon iberico de bellota and a dollop of osetra caviar. With both snacks, the caviar was draped with a formfitting piece of gold leaf.
The moment was not lost on me. Jose Andres -- the chef and humanitarian who has repeatedly stood up against Trump's words, deeds and policies; the guy who refused to open a restaurant in Trump's D.C. hotel -- was channeling a little Gilded Age excess of his own. He did it with style and taste. I might have even ordered a second one of each snack, had it not been for a simple fact: I couldn't afford to shell out another $43 for two bites.
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Food
Small plates and sublime flavors star at My Little Chamomile
Turkish chef Cagla Onal-Urel serves up a vegetable-focused menu in Georgetown, featuring delightful dips and dishes from back home.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-08-14
One of the best dumplings in the world is manti, and a great place to fact-check is My Little Chamomile in Georgetown, a mash note to mezze from veteran chef Cagla Onal-Urel. To receive her sheer, beef-filled morsels, cloaked in tangy yogurt speckled with dried mint and sumac, is to laud them, and to eat one triangle is to wish for a second round. Except the menu has plenty of contenders for your attention, and you don't want to miss her mixed cheese spread or chicken in walnut sauce.
Perhaps you already know the chef's good work. The Istanbul native also owns the nearby Green Almond Pantry, which she introduced in 2021 as a lunch-only enterprise so she could spend quality time with her young daughter, Su. And before that, she worked for restaurateur Peter Pastan at Etto and the beloved 2 Amys and Obelisk.
Launched in March, My Little Chamomile offers "what I miss eating in Turkey," including her mother's home cooking, says Onal-Urel. The name of the newcomer, tucked in an alley behind Reverie, acknowledges three generations of women. The chef's mother affectionately refers to her blond-haired granddaughter, now 14, as "My little yellow chamomile."
A small kitchen translates to a concise menu. Onal-Urel says she makes everything fresh every day, bread included, a detail I trust but verify across several months and three dinners. The prized dip is girit ezmesi, a mash of labneh, goat cheese and Greek feta that the chef says "tastes like home," and gains light crunch with a topping of crushed pistachios. Apply the creamy spread to a slice of warm Turkish pide, freckled with sesame and nigella seeds, and you've got yourself a snack for the memory books. The soft bread also makes a fine canvas for a combo of peppers, garlic and eggplant that's smoky but not the least bit bitter.
The selections play up vegetables, whose flavors shine because the chef knows not to over-accessorize. Her little black dresses include tender baby artichokes glossed with extra-virgin olive oil and served under a garden of herbs, soft romano beans tossed with chopped onion and tomatoes, and squash blossoms filled with what tastes like risotto. Plenty of thought goes into the seemingly simple here. Onal-Urel cooks Arborio rice with basil and onion, stuffing the mixture into the squash blossoms, which get a lift from the onions, lemon slices and warm spices over which they're warmed. The most any of these dishes might need is a spritz of lemon to elevate them.

Squash blossoms stuffed with rice. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)



Cumin-spiced chicken with walnut sauce. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Where meat comes into play, it's sometimes more garnish than featured attraction. Lamb skewers, for instance, are all but hidden by a disk of lavash slathered with crushed tomato, red pepper and chopped herbs. Diners lift up the crackery cover to find eraser-size bites of juicy lamb shoulder threaded together.
There's no cream topping the cerkez tavugu, or cumin-laced pulled chicken. The surface is white (and luscious) with walnuts pureed with lemon juice, garlic and breadcrumbs. The shimmer? Butter spiced with guajillo pepper is added to the Turkish classic just before it leaves the kitchen. Wash it and other small plates back with a Turkish rose, which a server invites you to preview before making a commitment. Your nose picks up strawberries; the tongue welcomes the nice acidity.
A handful of dishes fall into the category "from mom's kitchen," and every one I've sampled, manti and artichokes included, speaks to what I imagine was a heady childhood. (No wonder Onal-Urel likes to return home.) Leg of lamb covered with onion, garlic, bay leaf and tomato simply cooks in its own fat in the oven, after which it's partnered with smoked, lemony eggplant, softened and richer with cream. Say yes to hunkar begendi.

Server Lili Cuzor with guests at My Little Chamomile. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


The sense of home is reinforced in a white dining room dressed with about 40 seats and not much more than some baskets, plants and Turkish evil eyes. The welcome is warm, the tableside manner smart and friendly. It helps that hospitality veteran Genevieve Villamora pitched in to help the owner open the place. As the greeter and seater at the much-missed Filipino trailblazer Bad Saint, Villamora was the gatekeeper to know during the shoebox's glory years in Columbia Heights. At My Little Chamomile, she's the occasional live-action embodiment of the chef's cooking, soulful and soothing.
The lone main courses are whole grilled fish and steak seasoned with oregano and a crackle of salt. While satisfying, the beef doesn't elicit the little sighs of pleasure like the mezze. Less pleasant still: The website doesn't come with a menu. I realize the selections change a fair amount, but most diners want to know what's for dinner.
Stick with the program and close as you've begun, with something small and satiating. Tel kadayif is shredded phyllo sweetened with syrup and balanced with walnuts. I love that the combination doesn't induce sugar shock. The season dictates some choices; one summer night a moist, saffron-yellow corn flour cake finished with juicy peaches and a tuft of whipped cream.
My Little Chamomile would be more of a draw with less noise, a problem exacerbated by bare wood floors, low ceilings and bench seating the chef says she is addressing with carpets she has picked up in Turkey and (soon) sound-absorbing fabric panels. For now, dining on the early side is best on the ears.
The food, in contrast, transmits in whispers rather than shouts. Onal-Urel makes a lovely case for subtlety.

The tucked-away entrance to My Little Chamomile in Georgetown. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


3210 Grace St. NW (entrance via Cherry Hill Lane). 202-930-6948. mylittlechamomile.com. Open 5 to 10 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and 5 to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday. Prices: Small plates $14 to $24, shareable entrees $47 to $60 (for whole fish). Sound check: 79 decibels/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: Diners encounter low steps and lips on doorways en route to the dining room; the snug restroom is also reached via steps.
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Eat Voraciously
Tuna tostadas are a cool, crispy, restaurant-style dish to make at home
Sushi-grade tuna, store-bought tostadas and a few simple additions make this beachy Mexican favorite easy to bring home.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-08-14
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Earlier this year, I was out with friends for dinner at Pascual, a fun restaurant on Capitol Hill in D.C. run by chefs Isabel Coss and Matt Conroy. (They are also the team behind Georgetown's Lutece.) My friend was put in charge of ordering for our table of four, so when the waiter returned with our drinks, he rattled off a list of plates we'd share.
"And the tuna tostada?" he asked the group. "We want the tuna tostada, too, right?"
Get the recipe: Tuna Tostadas
Of course we did. Seemingly moments later, it arrived on an eggshell-white stoneware plate: a blue corn tostada spread with a thin layer of avocado, topped with fat slices of precisely cut tuna, plus bits of citrus, onions and herbs. It took us no time to finish, so we ordered another.
Looking around the dining room, my friend pointed out that every table within view had also ordered the tostada. It's a straightforward dish, found along the coast in Mexico, but also in restaurants in Mexico's central cities. Why, I wondered, hadn't I made fresh tuna tostadas at home?
I decided to talk to Coss about her approach. "We almost always have it on the menu if tuna is in season," she told me. "It's such a classic Mexican dish. But it translates so well," she said, noting that people who aren't as familiar with Mexican food are just as likely to order it as people who have been eating Mexican food their whole lives.
"We even put it on the menu at Lutece, because we missed cooking Mexican food," Coss said with a little laugh. "But [at Pascual], it changes here and there, depending on the tuna we get, yellowfin or bluefin. I like it with a salsa macha, with a crunch, and avocado. I love fat on fat. Right now we have it with a pistachio salsa macha, tomatoes and tuna. It goes so well."
How hard would it be to re-create this restaurant standard at home? My local grocery store had sushi-grade tuna steaks in the freezer section, so I grabbed them, along with a package of tostadas, a few avocados, limes, a bag of tangerines, a serrano chile and a bunch of cilantro.
When I got home, I put a couple of the vacuum-packed tuna steaks in a bowl of cold water and assessed the avocados. I remembered that a tuna tostada I'd had at Lutece tasted of miso and mustard, so I mashed the avocado with mild shiro miso and punchy Dijon. This tasted great on its own, but it needed some acidity. Lime juice made it pop. At this point, the tuna was partially defrosted -- an ideal state for slicing it thinly with a sharp knife.

Slicing the tuna. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Pascual's tuna seemed to glisten in the light, so I put the slices in a bowl with a little olive oil and tangerine juice while I worked on the other components.
Coss mentioned that they'd once gotten mandarinquats from a local farmer and used them, thinly sliced, on top of each tostada. I cut half a tangerine into itty-bitty triangles to use as a garnish, along with very thinly sliced serrano.
Time to taste-test: I spread a tostada with the miso-mustard guacamole. Then, I shingled tuna slices on top, just like they did at the restaurant, and carefully arranged a few tangerine bits and sliced chiles on the tuna. I added cilantro leaves and a sprinkling of toasted sesame seeds to get at the crunch that Coss said she likes so much. Feeling fancy, I plucked a few baby nasturtium leaves off my porch plant and added those, too. Then I took a bite.
The buttery tuna played well with the spicy avocado and serranos. The miso and sesame added their grounding flavors, while the citrus made each crunchy bite come alive. I ate two for dinner that night while standing at my kitchen counter. One would make a lovely lunch, I think, or a fine pairing with something more substantial -- Perhaps a verdant posole? Or a humble bowl of beans? -- if you're especially hungry.
Get the recipe: Tuna Tostadas




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/08/14/tuna-tostadas-pascual-dc/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Ask Sahaj: Divorced desi woman worries about talking about her dating life
When this divorced woman in her late 40s considers telling loved ones about her dating life, she can't but think, "What will people say?" 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-08-14
Dear Sahaj: As a divorced woman dating in my late 40s, how do I show up authentically when desi family and friends ask about it? This is a no-brainer when I speak to my non-desi friends here. ... However, the thought, "What will people say" hounds me at other times.
-- Divorced
Divorced: I wrote a book called "But What Will People Say?" for a reason. I understand the implications of cultural judgment and how damning it can be.
You are in control of how much you disclose to family and friends. Showing up authentically doesn't mean oversharing; it means being rooted in your truth even if you choose to share less. This might look like having a short, confident response ready, changing the subject without apology or only opening up to those who respond with curiosity, not criticism.
You can even find creative ways to neutralize the conversation. You can be playful ("If they're talking about me, at least I'm keeping the community entertained.") or matter-of-fact ("I'm dating and getting to know new people.") or you can be curious ("Why do you think it surprises people when women date after divorce?").
You don't owe anyone an explanation or justification for your relationship choices. It's tempting to keep modifying your story for acceptance, but every time you do, you subtly teach yourself that their approval matters more than your truth. Instead of playing this defensively, frame the narrative in ways that honor your path and allow you to feel ownership of your journey. This may sound like: "This stage has been freeing. I'm making choices that feel right for me." Or even: "I'm figuring out what I want in partnership and life. It's been empowering." This will also let you stand firm if someone pushes by saying, "I appreciate your concern, but I'm happy with my choices."
In some cases, authenticity doesn't mean transparency. You're entitled to your privacy, so explore what it means for you to answer questions in a way that's honest and self-protective, without molding yourself to their comfort or out of fear of "log kya kahenge."
Dear Sahaj: My parents are immigrants from Hong Kong and can be toxic when it comes to how I feed my family. I am a mom to a rising second grader and would like our entire family to be more plant-forward. My son likes my vegetarian-leaning meals.
However, my parents constantly pester me and tell me that he isn't "getting enough nutrition" from legumes like lentils and chickpeas. Or even tofu. Why? Because growing children need to have balanced meals. I constantly remind them that Buddhists are vegan and manage to live full, healthy lives. They, on the other hand, believe that Buddhists are just "built differently." Sorry? They're normal humans, just like me?
It's not that they're UNFAMILIAR with cuisines outside Cantonese and other Chinese food -- I grew up in the '80s and '90s and was eating my fair share of North American things. It's just that there's not enough meat.
-- Plant Forward
Plant Forward: What you're dealing with isn't really about lentils, tofu or even nutrition. Rather, it's about deep-rooted generational beliefs.
It sounds like your parents may associate meat with status, strength or abundance in some way. It's also possible they feel like you are challenging their parenting approach that is rooted in a food-as-love culture. It may not be rational, but that's why finding a way to build a bridge rather than screaming at each other on different sides of the issue may be an important approach. You want to use language that connects your shared values. This may sound like: "I agree that he needs a balanced meal! That's why I make sure he has a variety, like grains, vegetables, fruit, beans and nuts."
You may consider acknowledging their concern so they feel heard and then offering simple, relatable reassurance. For example, if they are constantly focusing on "nutrition," use this as a way to educate and address their fears. This might sound like, "You keep saying he's not getting nutrition, but what is it you are actually worried about?" They may say something about his growth or strength, and you can educate and reassure: "Lentils have iron just like beef." Or: "These foods give him strength. Tofu and beans have the same building blocks as meat, just like how fish and pork are different but still make you strong."
Maybe there's also a way to have your parents be involved in the food preparation by having them help make the lentils, so you can show them how you add flavor to it or asking them to make the soup your kid loves together -- but with tofu instead of pork. You may even share with them how the pediatrician is reporting on your son's growth and strength to help calm their nerves.
And if they keep circling back, prepare a statement you can repeat to hold your boundary. This may sound like: "I know you care, and I appreciate that. I'm not changing this approach right now."
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The Home You Own
You might not like spiders. But you want them in your garden.
Spiders are vitally important, not just in your backyard, but in almost every corner of the globe. 

(For The Washington Post/Dongyan Xu For The Washington Post)


By Kate Morgan | 2025-08-14
All habitats depend on predators to keep things in balance. Your garden is a habitat full of wildlife, and while predators like the praying mantis and the ladybug tend to be celebrated, there's another that's more often reviled: the spider.
While only a small percentage of the general population has a full-on case of arachnophobia, plenty of people find spiders just plain creepy. They lurk in dark corners, drop from above without warning and have a tendency to go scurrying around in a way many might find disconcerting. Pop culture has long painted the spider as the enemy -- a furry, fanged foe to be feared.
But spiders are vitally important, both in your backyard and in almost every corner of the globe. "They are easily, by far, the most important of all predators on insects," says Rod Crawford, curator of arachnids at the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture in Seattle. If spiders were to disappear, he adds, "there'd probably be little room left for mammals like us, because we'd be so overrun with insects."
But in the garden, spiders do much more than just eat insect pests. They serve other ecosystem functions too, including as food for reptiles, amphibians, insects like mud wasps, and birds.
They help birds in other ways as well, says David Mizejewski, a naturalist with the National Wildlife Federation. "Hummingbirds actually collect spiderwebs and weave them into their nests," he says. "They use them almost like a glue to help pull together fibers and lichens."
Spiders also contribute, both directly and indirectly, to soil health. Tunneling varieties help loosen soil, and the waste they create -- including excrement and the leftovers from their meals -- acts as compost.
"Just the sheer biomass of spiders means they have a big impact," Mizejewski says. "In August and September, all of a sudden people are like, 'Why are there so many spiders?' It's because they've had months of reproducing, so there are a lot of them, and all that waste is going into the soil. More than that, with all the insects they've killed, there's a little exoskeleton left, and residual webbing, and all of that is being recycled back into the ecosystem."
For the biggest benefits, you want a variety of spider species at work in the garden. "Different spiders are going to occupy different zones," Mizejewski says, and you can help make things friendlier for them from top to bottom.
Up at eye level, you'll find web-building spiders, including the more than 3,000 types of orb weaver found globally. These common garden residents can get large, but they're docile spiders that are reluctant to bite. And while their bite -- like that of all spiders -- is venomous, it's not generally harmful to humans.
Orb weavers are experts at controlling flying insects like mosquitos, flies, gnats and moths, and they need tall, sturdy plants to serve as web anchors. "Of course, one thing people always complain about is orb weavers building their webs across a garden path," Crawford says. "They might attack that problem by knocking the web down, which does no good at all because the spider can build another one in 20 minutes. If you want that web someplace else, you have to actually move the spider."
Spider relocation is simple, Crawford says. Simply put a container beneath the spider, then "disturb" it, perhaps by jostling the web a bit. "The spider will drop into the container," he says. "Then you just need to walk to where you want the web to be, and gently shake the spider out."
Below the weavers, in the middle zone of the garden, jumping spiders hop from plant to plant, hunting mites, aphids and other pests. And on the ground, there's a whole class of eight-legged predators digging burrows and stalking prey.
"Ground-dwelling species include wolf and lynx spiders, and even -- in parts of the West -- tarantulas," Mizejewski says. "These tend to be larger spiders that either hunt actively, running after their prey, or they kind of lie in ambush."
What those spiders need most is shelter; leaf litter, rocks or even bits of tree bark can provide cover for countless individuals. It also keeps them from drying out.
"One of the worst enemies of spiders is desiccation," Crawford says. "In human terms, you might think of it as dying from thirst, only it's worse than that. It's the entire body losing water at a tremendous rate, because when you're small, your surface area-to-body volume ratio is much higher. And all spiders, even the ones people consider monsters, are really very, very small."
Under the rays of the afternoon sun, desiccation can happen fast if a spider has nowhere to hide. Stripping the areas between plants of weeds and leaving stretches of bare ground can create danger zones for spiders.
A simple solution is mulch. Crawford points to a study by ecologist Susan Riechert at the University of Tennessee that looked at how covering the ground with a layer of mulch increased spider populations. "It was amazing how well it worked," Crawford says. "Just covering the ground between rows of plants enhanced spider populations by 10 to 30 times."
During heat waves or stretches of especially dry days, you can help the spiders out even more by adding some moisture. "Once in a while, just set your hose on mist and leave it in any area where you've established some spider habitat," Crawford says.
The most important thing to avoid, if you want a thriving spider population, is pesticide. Even spraying for mosquitos, as many homeowners do in the summer, can be massively detrimental, Mizejewski says. "If you spray and a mosquito goes and lands on that product, yes, it's going to die," he says. "But so is the native bee, the monarch butterfly, the firefly and the spider."
If you want to help support creatures near the top of the food chain, like spiders, it's important to support the whole, well, web. That begins, Mizejewski says, with what you choose to plant.
"The number one thing you as an individual can do in your own space is plant native plants," he says.
Many native plants are host species -- meaning they support a specific type of insect -- for pollinators. The most common host most people think of is milkweed, the plant that monarch butterflies lay eggs on, but there are lots of other specialized relationships between plants and insects, Mizejewski says. "The caterpillars of a number of butterflies and moths only eat certain plants," he says. "And there are native wildflowers that have evolved, for example, to perfectly fit the beak of a hummingbird. These things are like pieces of a puzzle, and spiders fit into that. You can't have spiders unless you have healthy native plant communities to support all the other invertebrates they eat."
Even those who appreciate the spider's important role in the garden might still get a bit nervous when they're face to face with an arachnid. The best way to calm those nerves, Crawford says, is education. He suggests spending some time simply getting to know the spider species in your garden so that when you see them, you're inclined to protect, rather than pummel, them.
"For people who can be educated on how to deal with spiders, no spider is particularly dangerous," he says. "No; the really dangerous species is us."
Kate Morgan is a freelance writer in Richland, Pennsylvania.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Discouraged partner thinks they're 'abjectly failing' as parents
Partner sees good parenting as zero stress, junk food or child care, and the letter writer thinks these standards are "nuts."

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-08-14
Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I was pretty stunned last week when my partner told me, in all seriousness, that they think we are "abjectly failing" as parents. I think we're rocking it! Our kids are loved. They are up-to-date on vaccinations and always have clean clothes. We have pillow fights! We talk about consent! Yes, our house is messy, but a cleaner comes in twice a month to keep it from getting feral.
Yes, dinner might often be fish fingers or Wendy's, but the fish fingers or Wendy's are always served with fresh veggies. We speak to our kids gently, read to them nightly, take family walks and avoid all screens.
When I asked what "successful parenting" would look like, partner said we would "never be stressed, eat healthy food all the time," and one of us would be able to quit our job to dedicate ourselves entirely to housework and child care. Kids are currently in a licensed, accredited day care. Partner said we should have a road map to the kids' college careers already in place, including high school placements and extracurriculars, and be exercising daily. All of that is apparently the "bare minimum."
That's ... nuts, right? Are these standards that any parents, aside from TikTok influencers, are actually meeting?
-- This Is Failure?
This Is Failure?: Social media is the devil.
Even if you're padding your accomplishments a little, you're still killing it as parents by any objective, not-incredibly-toxically-monetizedly stupid measure.
I know I'm answering your partner through you, but I'm just flapping my arms too hard to answer any other way.
	The objective is not to be stress-free, because being a parent is stressful. It's to have productive ways to manage stress.
	The objective is not to have healthy food all the time; it's to keep the unhealthy stuff as an accessory vs. the outfit. And keep the pursuit of health itself from becoming so inflexible that it becomes unhealthy.
	The objective is not One Form of Loving Care; it's loving care, period.
	The objective is not to map the kids' college careers; it's to empower your kids to map their own careers. If you want to erf up kids, then road map their success for them before they're 8. (Financial road map, yes. Book time with a planner. Even if you think you have no finances to plan.)
	The objective is not "exercise daily"; it's to lead an active and engaged life.

These objectives aren't just about being realistic or not cracking under self-imposed pressure; they're about being well-adjusted. That teaches kids to handle real life on their own.
Will they know how to manage stress and failure; coexist with junk food without hang-ups; build connections within and beyond family to meet their emotional needs; juggle work, housework, relationships and play; learn about themselves incrementally and age-appropriately until they choose their own path; and approach life holistically vs. as a bunch of boxes to check? This is what you're after.
Your kids also, ah, need abundant support, guidance and good role models for withstanding mass- and social-media influences everywhere -- urgently, if one parent is as mired as you suggest. It's a blunt instrument, but consider deleting apps. Good luck.
Re: Parenting: To my untrained eye, this sounds like anxiety, a lot of it. I would suggest your spouse detach from social media or mute all parenting influencers/accounts.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Thanks. Another reader suggested depression, also a possibility. Or both.
Re: Parenting: Literally no one has a stress-free life where they eat healthy 100 percent of the time. Also, my mom quit her job to be a stay-at-home parent because she thought that is what you were supposed to do, and she became visibly depressed and anxious. None of us have kids because it was so obviously a miserable thing to do.
-- No Kids
No Kids: Oh dear. That's an unintended consequence of unusual size. I'm sorry.
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Advice
Miss Manners: What do I do with leftover sauce packets? 
Trash unused sauce packets from fast-food restaurants? Or return them to the self-service area?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-08-14
Dear Miss Manners: I often have lunch at fast-food restaurants. I will get five or six packets of hot sauce from the self-serve area, and when I'm finished with lunch, I just return the unopened packets to where I got them. Sometimes I get bad looks from people for doing this.
What is the etiquette for this? Should I just trash any unopened sauce packets?
Either solution is acceptable to etiquette, but this is not one you are going to win, no matter what you do.
Half of the restaurant will lecture you about the waste of throwing away the unused packets -- never mind that the packets are tiny. The other half will lecture you about its being unsanitary to return them -- never mind that they are sealed, and that they were likely stored in far less sanitary circumstances in the warehouse before they made it to the self-serve area.
But Miss Manners has a question for you: Given that the portions of everything are identical from meal to meal, would it not be simpler to decide, once and for all, how many packets you need?
Dear Miss Manners: I was at the dentist, having a cleaning, when the dentist and the hygienist began a detailed conversation about their plans for the weekend.
One said something funny and I chuckled -- as much as one can with tools in one's mouth -- at which point a pause in their conversation led me to believe I had committed a faux pas by eavesdropping.
In the future, should I pretend to be part of the furniture?
Or more like a plant being pruned or watered?
Miss Manners suspects that the dentist and hygienist, just like all those people yelling into their phones in public and then glaring at passersby, indeed thought you were eavesdropping.
You were not.
In fact, you may have done them a favor by reminding them that someone else was present. Otherwise, they may have gone on to say something terrible, thinking their patient was under anesthesia.
If this happens to you again, pretend you were coughing and that you need a rinse.
Dear Miss Manners: What should my mannered response be to a co-worker's sneeze? And what should my response be to those who say "God bless you" to me after I've sneezed?
Not wanting to perpetuate religious superstition, I say nothing when a co-worker sneezes. That doesn't bother me much, but not acknowledging their good graces when I've sneezed does strike me as rude.
I've never explained myself to my co-workers, and none have ever brought it up to me, but am sure it's been noticed that I seem to be lacking in this area of politeness.
Do you also examine each morning to decide if it will be a good one before issuing your daily greeting?
Some conventions are usually just meant as conventions. "Bless you" is less disruptive than "Are you okay?" And the polite response is "Thank you."
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Stepson has plans for widowed stepparent's next chapter
Widowed letter writer isn't ready to make big decisions right now, but stepson isn't respecting that.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-08-14
Dear Eric: My husband passed away 12 days ago after an extended illness. I have two step-kids.
Two days after my husband died, one of the kids started asking for some of my husband's belongings then unveiled his plan to "help me build a house" on some vacant land I own to "fulfill my husband's dream." I was taken aback. I told him I was spent from taking care of my husband and am not making any decisions.
I've repeatedly told him since then that I'm not making any decisions for at least a year. He bad mouths my deceased husband and is now giving me the silent treatment. I have told my other stepson and am not sure what they may have discussed. My patience is running out and I'm about to tell him off. How do I better handle this? 
-- Out of Patience
Patience: I'm sorry about the loss of your husband. With regard to your stepson, stick to your guns. You've been clear about what you need and what your plan is and your stepson's refusal to accept that is either shortsighted or malicious. The best path forward may be to let him keep giving you the silent treatment because it, at least, keeps him out of your pocket. Engaging with him about this is only going to keep frustrating you at a time when you should have the space and support to grieve and to regroup.
He doesn't get to make plans for you and if he tries to insert himself, tell him you're not discussing it and leave the space if you have to.
At a certain point, soon, you'll also want to have a conversation with your accountant and/or lawyer, to make sure things are as they should be. The fact that your stepson has designs on the land that you own is a red flag, so you'll want to make sure you're protected.
Dear Eric: I have an older brother, "Mike," that my other three siblings and I are extremely worried about.
He lives alone. He also struggles with severe depression and anxieties. He voluntarily put himself in a nursing home for assistance, after several falls and having to call 911 for assistance to get off the floor. He was very successful at losing enough weight for the first knee replacement. He completed the required PT and went home.
Unfortunately, he didn't continue to exercise at home. Never stopped using a walker. Gained all the weight back, then went to a different nursing home for assistance. He had another knee replacement and now he won't leave the house, hasn't been to a family function for two years. He has missed three of his nephew's weddings.
He doesn't participate in the sibling group texts and acts like he is angry at us. We would bring the holiday to his house or just hang out. He just sits in his recliner, barely talking. I am his younger sister, whom he bullied, bosses and tortured growing up, which he continues to do. I also believe he has an addiction to the pain pills he's on.
Now, we discovered that he has gone back to a nursing home and didn't let us know. He told the director that we weren't to be notified. Right now, we are continuing like we don't know what is going on. Should we continue as we are? Or confront him? Honestly, we are so over the situation.
-- Frustrated Sister
Sister: Mike's mental health struggles, and potentially his substance abuse, have contributed to a narrative that's isolating him. He may be telling himself that no one knows how to help him, or no one cares, and it can be hard to combat that.
It's good for him and for you that he's in a nursing home because there are more eyes on him and more opportunities for help. Because of Mike's narrative, the family may not be the best resource for him right now. However, since you know where he is and it sounds like you've been in contact with the nursing home's director, you can reach out to that person with your concerns about Mike's depression and use of pain medication. Ask if they have resources for families. Ask if they can connect you with a social worker. I'm presuming that you don't have medical power of attorney, so they'll be limited in what they can say to you, if anything at all. So, think of this as alerting them and asking them to take the next step.
With regard to contacting Mike, as painful as it is, he's defined the relationship that he wants, or has capacity for, right now. Know that he's being taken care of and, for now, respect that he's made the decision to keep his whereabouts private.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
I love my sister-in-law. But I'm so envious of her. Hax readers give advice.
Letter writer is a lot like her sister-in-law, which makes the differences -- huge house and bank account -- such a bitter pill.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-08-13
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I'm struggling with feelings of envy towards my sister-in-law, even though I know I have a wonderful life, too. She is my husband's sister, and I consider her a close friend, too.
I think one issue is our lives are very similar, so the differences are tough. We moved to the suburbs and bought a nice but modest house; they moved to the same town and bought a mansion subsidized by her husband's family. We have the same career. Her husband is a true equal partner with mental load, has a flexible job and is an involved dad to their kids. My husband works like crazy and is barely able to help with family and home commitments and is always stressed.
I think I feel like they aren't "sacrificing" or whatever for their great life, while my husband and I are so that hopefully, in the future, we will benefit. But at the same time, why am I so bitter to someone who is so nice, a great aunt to my kids and never rubs anything in our faces? I know I need to be grateful and just appreciate what I have, but whenever I go to their house and see their amazing yard and house that has a square footage literally twice ours -- and it was just handed to them -- I get bummed out, and then feel bad for having those feelings.
-- Green
Green: I think your problem is you are seeing your envy as something about your sister-in-law or about your relationship with her, instead of using it as a mirror to look at your own life.
This line jumps out: "I think I feel like they aren't "sacrificing" or whatever for their great life, while my husband and I are so that hopefully, in the future, we will benefit." I'm left to wonder whether this is a wake-up call for you and your husband to take a look at the life that you want to live, starting now -- not the life that you think maybe, hopefully, someday in the future, you might have. Maybe that's taking a good long look at: your job, your husband's job, the balance of additional responsibilities and stressors that are on your plate, how you and your husband are partnering across those responsibilities.
In other words, even if your sister-in-law didn't exist, would you still be having the same feelings of disillusionment at the stress and uneven mental load and home responsibilities when you think about your own life? Can you use this reaction as a catalyst instead of a wedge? That would be a lot easier than trying to convince yourself that you need to "be grateful and just appreciate what I have."
-- Anon
Green: I'm going to prescribe something a bit off-label here: charity work. You're busy, and it's hard to fit in, I know. But I think you need regular, scheduled time when you are reminded of people who have a lot less square footage than either you or your sister-in-law.
Envy is human, but it saps your ability to see what you have right in front of you. Over time, that's poison, not just to you but to everyone your life touches. You know that already: It's why you wrote in. Helping others with less is a time-tested antidote. Find the time, even once a month, at a food pantry, women's shelter or soup kitchen. Your envy of the McMansion will fade.
-- Reminder
Green: Accept your envy as the totally normal, human emotion that it is -- a gift meant to prod us along on our own path to growth. It's especially common when that person is otherwise quite similar to you, because it makes it easier to spot the little areas of your own life that are nagging at you. Try making a fun little project out of it by analyzing the things you envy as you might analyze a dream. What is it trying to tell you? Perhaps it's symbolic. Do you literally wish you lived in a big mansion, for example, or does that big mansion symbolize something else that you may be neglecting to give attention?
Also recognize that due to your similarities, there are likely things about your life that your sister-in-law envies, too. Your healthy self-awareness, perhaps?
-- Accept
Green: Give yourself a pat on the back for being so honest about your difficult feelings and for not letting it leach over into finding some way to hate on your sister-in-law as a person. That's not easy to do!
My favorite way to stifle the monster of envy when it pops up is to keep a laser focus on my own life. I think about the skills and confidence I've gained from navigating stressful situations. I feel a swell of pride that the life I have is one I chose and built for myself. I stand at my kitchen sink and remember the thrift store where I found my favorite plates as I'm hand-washing the dishes instead of thinking about the dishwasher for which I'm still saving.
It's not always easy, but I just keep gently bringing myself back to it. Because there is no other life out there -- it's just the one you're living.
-- Refocus
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Food
Cooking chat: How do I keep scrambled eggs from sticking to the pan?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

ARLINGTON, VA - SEPTEMBER 22: How to make better scrambled eggs for Voraciously in Arlington, VA on September 22, 2020. (Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-08-13
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
Dining chat: We watched a manager berate our server. How should we respond?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-08-13
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Lifestyle
Kids need freedom. Dangerous roads make it hard to grant it.
Bigger cars, distracted drivers and worried parents mean fewer kids are roaming freely.

(Tom Bingham For The Washington Post)


By Caitlin Gibson | 2025-08-13
Laura Groenjes Mitchell is more than an avid cyclist. She's been biking daily for 15 years; she's a certified biking instructor; she founded the Minneapolis Cargo Bike Library, allowing local families to borrow cargo bikes free of charge. She's a believer in the independence and joy that a bicycle can bring.
But when it came time for her own kids, 6 and 9, to learn to ride, she found herself faced with a daunting reality: The children couldn't practice safely in their neighborhood streets. Their family lives near a particularly dangerous road, she says, with a treacherous intersection. Mitchell and her wife ended up teaching their children to ride their bikes in a school parking lot.
They're good riders now, Mitchell says -- but she doesn't feel at ease letting them cycle anywhere without supervision, and she's not sure when she might. "I'm starting to feel the push-and-pull of independence versus safety, and trying to navigate when and how we give them that independence," she says. It's not about trusting her kids to follow safety rules; the roads themselves simply don't feel kid-friendly. "It makes me anxious. I've had close calls myself," she says. "It's chaotic out there."
In recent decades, many of America's roads have indeed become more chaotic: Speed limits are higher; vehicles are (much) bigger; drivers are more aggressive and more likely to be distracted by smartphones. When parents see massive SUVs speeding down neighborhood streets or blowing through stop signs, they might feel less inclined to allow their kids to roam freely on foot or bicycle. And though the number of children injured or killed by cars while walking or riding a bike has fallen steadily since the 1970s, research by the CDC notes that this decline is not because streets are safer, but because fewer kids are out and about in the first place.
This pattern, some parents say, can create a self-perpetuating cycle: If drivers are less accustomed to encountering kids on roads, they might be less likely to drive safely around them, which in turn makes parents more anxious and restrictive of their child's movements.
Nyomi Anderson, a 40-year-old parent of 7- and 3-year-old boys in Brooklyn, doesn't want to limit her sons' access to the world around them. But the drivers in their neighborhood do not inspire confidence, she says, and other parents share that sense of trepidation: "I get very strong reactions from other parents when I suggest that I want to start letting my 7-year old walk to school on his own soon," she says. Their family lives just a short walk from his school, but "I'm still scared," she says. "I see reckless and distracted driving nearly every day as I walk around the neighborhood, which is enraging."
She's been thinking about ways to make her son safer and more visible as he starts to move independently around the city, envisioning reflective gear he could wear, or something he could carry -- "something like flags sticking out in all directions that he has to hold while crossing the street," she says. "Sounds ridiculous, but these are the kinds of thoughts our unsafe streets are causing me to have!"
Even in quieter rural areas, there are parents who feel wary. Joe Peck, a father of three in Asheville, North Carolina, lives on a steep mountain road where cars frequently zoom by. His kids -- ages 3, 8 and 9 -- love to play outside and ride their bikes, but it's a source of worry for Peck and his wife.
They have told their kids repeatedly to make sure they look both ways for cars, to always wear their helmet when they ride their bikes, to never chase a ball into the road. When the family takes the bus to town, they make a point to walk far from the street -- wading through tall grass -- on their way to the bus stop.
"We have bears, coyotes and snakes around here," Peck says, "but by far the biggest safety concern for me with my kids is cars."
But the fact that fewer kids are riding and biking around isn't entirely because of a fear of cars, notes Peter Gray, a research professor of psychology and neuroscience at Boston College. Gray has extensively studied the decreasing independence of children, and its impact on their development and mental health. He points to an underlying societal shift that began in the '80s, when, instead of focusing on the resilience and competence of children, parents began to see them as vulnerable, fragile, in need of constant protection. As a result, he says, the spatial range of childhood -- the ability of kids to explore beyond their parents' supervision outside -- began to shrink dramatically.
"The whole purpose of childhood is to become increasingly independent of your parents, increasingly able to run your own life, make your own decisions, judge for yourself what's safe or not safe, solve your own problems," Gray says. When kids aren't given the chance to do this, he says, "I think it's not too extreme to say that what is lost is the opportunity to grow up."
He believes that it's vital for kids to have the kind of experience and autonomy that walking and biking around a community can afford. But he's also a grandparent to preschool-age kids, and he lives on a road with no sidewalk, where cars regularly zip past at 50 miles per hour despite the 35 mile per hour speed limit.
So, how to balance the need for autonomy with the need for safety?
"This is not a hypothetical question to me," he says. "I'm the big advocate of children's freedom -- and am I going to let my 5-year-old grandchildren go bicycling outside of my house? No, because it's dangerous."
At some point, the scale will tip toward the necessity of letting the little ones explore on their own. But he understands a parent's sense of danger when children wander freely -- even if he's more focused on the danger when they don't.
In some cases, these parental concerns can lead to kids never learning to ride a bike, or not being permitted to ride, says Esther Walker, research leader and executive director at Outride, a national youth cycling nonprofit that champions the social, emotional and mental benefits of bike riding through research, rider education programs and community grants.
"There has been a decline, year over year, in the number of children riding to school and even walking to school," Walker says. To counter that trend, she says, "our approach is that we work directly with schools so that students are learning to ride safely and confidently in a controlled, school setting."
Outride works with more than 400 schools -- mostly middle schools -- in the U.S. and Canada, she says. "About 20 percent of middle-schoolers come to our program and have never touched a bike, and in some areas, it's closer to 50 percent," she says.
But after they've learned, she says, the tweens and teens offer feedback about their experience, and clear themes emerge: "The students really value the freedom, the confidence and joy that comes from riding a bike," Walker says. "And there's a social component that is huge, too -- in a time where a lot of social interaction happens online, students really talk about how they made new friends, and how they liked riding next to people they might not otherwise have interacted with."
Unwilling to see their kids miss out on those benefits, some parents are choosing to get more involved in advocating for safer communities. Mahdi Rahimi, a 39-year-old father of two in San Francisco, is one of them: After his children were born, he says, he realized that "cars are the biggest danger to their lives and their independence."
He started a community group, Safe Streets Bernal, that advocates for measures like intersections with better visibility, lower speed limits and an expanded network of protected bike lanes. "I don't want my kids to always be dependent on us to go see their friends," he says. "I would love to be able to let my kids walk up the couple blocks to the store for a quick popsicle."
Eric and Mary Beth Olson, parents in Andover, Massachusetts, have spent the past years living in a reality forever transformed by the dangers of roadways: In May 2023, their 5-year-old daughter, Sidney, was struck by a tractor-trailer and killed as she crossed a clearly-marked intersection in their town, accompanied by her mother, cousin and brother.
After her death, her parents said, they heard from hundreds of neighbors who had also experienced near misses or unreported collisions at that same intersection, and many had since opted to drive their kids even short distances rather than letting them walk, bike or scooter along that route.
But the Olsons knew how much their daughter had loved getting herself around town -- "The freedom to walk and roll was part of her identity," Eric Olson says -- and they wanted better for the children in their community and everywhere. They created the nonprofit Rainbow Fund in Sidney's memory to push for ways to make roads, vehicles and shared communal spaces safer for children.
Mitchell also decided to get involved in making Minneapolis a more kid-friendly city; she is now board president of Our Streets, a nonprofit focused on street and public transit safety. Sometimes she's surprised when other parents express entirely different anxieties about letting their kids move around the city: "Some people say 'I am not going to let my kid go to XYZ place by themselves, and I say 'Yeah, because of the streets?' and they say 'No, because they could get abducted by a stranger.'"
When she hears that, she says, she tries to emphasize how rare it is; the real threat, she tells parents, "is a known problem, and has known solutions. And if we took it on systemically, the benefits would be massive."
Gray agrees. "It would be wonderful if that effort spread," he says. Ultimately, it's all parents can really do: push for safer spaces; prepare their children for the dangers they might encounter; wait until that balance -- between a child's age and ability, and the risks of the environment they're navigating -- feels aligned.
Gray expects it'll be a few more years before his oldest grandchild is walking or biking unsupervised on his street; there's no universal answer to when a child might be ready to venture off on their own. But when they are, he says, it's important to let them go.
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Going Out Guide
The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Chuck Brown Day, explore a county fair, watch a movie next to the Potomac or make plans for Summer Restaurant Week.

(Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-08-14
Two of the area's biggest county fairs are running until this weekend if you need your fill of rides, demolition derbies and pie-eating contests in Arlington or Gaithersburg. D.C.'s Godfather of Go-Go is remembered during the afternoon-long Chuck Brown Day concert and celebration in Fort Dupont Park on Saturday. Elsewhere, "the nation's first fantasy book convention" arrives in National Harbor, a popular local cumbia band pays homage to Selena, and a bar crawl in Del Ray features live music and food and drink specials at 17 businesses in Del Ray. Elsewhere, you can celebrate National Rum Day, center yourself with forest bathing in a national park, or let the kids fly kites at a family festival in Leesburg. Also, make your reservations for the annual Summer Restaurant Week, which features discounted meals at more than 350 restaurants across the area.
Arlington County Fair at Thomas Jefferson Community Center
Touted as one of the largest free events on the East Coast, the Arlington County Fair transforms the Thomas Jefferson Community Center and Park into a Metro-accessible destination for hands-on exhibits and community showcases, live entertainment and ticketed rides. The crowds are lighter during the first few evenings, but Saturday's schedule is packed with performances and events as well as a pie-eating championship and a kids' foam party. Through Saturday. Free.
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair at the Montgomery County Agricultural Center
More than 5,000 animals are on view each year across 50 buildings at the sprawling grounds of the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair, which boasts an equally impressive selection of food and rides. Families will love the free entertainment options too, from pig races to hypnotist and magic shows. The Stoney Robert's Demolition Derby is only happening one night, so if you want to see cars get smashed to bits, plan on being there Saturday, the fair's closing night. Other special events in the grandstand include the Renegade Monster Truck tour on Thursday, and the Friday's Redeye Rodeo. Through Saturday. $18 at the gate and $13.88 online. Free for children ages 11 and younger.
DCBX at Crystal Gateway Marriott
Dance all night long -- no, really, until 8 a.m. -- during D.C.'s Bachata Fest, which brings more than 2,500 dancers from across the country to Arlington's Crystal Gateway Marriott for a long weekend packed with salsa, bachata and other dance styles, including zouk, kizomba and urban kiz. Touted as the largest bachata festival in the United States, the event takes over seven ballrooms and other spaces in the hotel each night for dancing, concerts, workshops and performances, with daytime activities including rooftop parties and dance contests. Through Sunday. $46.79-$599.
'The Muppet Movie' at the Library of Congress
After being rained out two weeks ago, "The Muppet Movie" gets a second chance at the Library of Congress's outdoor film series. It's the final screening of the summer, so join Kermit, Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear, Bob Hope, Orson Welles, Richard Pryor and a star-studded cast in one of the great road movies in the National Film Registry. The screen is set up near the corner of Independence Avenue and Second Street SE; arrive early to stake out a space for your picnic blanket. (If you need to grab dinner, We, the Pizza and Sweetgreen are among the many restaurants offering takeout a short walk down Pennsylvania Avenue.) Film begins at sundown. Free.
Tomato Party at Common Good City Farm
Everyone gets a taste of a tomato at the tomato party! Common Good City Farm invites guests to try a variety of tomatoes that take different forms in tomato-themed dishes. Games and crafts will be available for all ages. Although the event is free, the farm  asks guests to bring donations of new pencils, pens, book bags, glue sticks and folders to help kids in the farm's LeDroit Park neighborhood get ready for the back-to-school season. 6 to 8 p.m. Free, but registration is encouraged.
Hill Farmstead takeover at ChurchKey
A decade ago, if you wanted to make a fellow craft beer lover seethe with jealousy, you'd post a photo of yourself sipping a bottle from Hill Farmstead, the rural Vermont brewery whose lovingly crafted saisons, porters and IPAs found an appreciative (and occasional obsessive) audience far from home. Though the beer was not widely distributed -- most was sold at the brewery itself, to beer fans waiting in perpetually long lines -- Hill Farmstead was a fixture on internet beer forums and review sites; Rate Beer named it "Best Brewery in the World" in 2012, and then every year from 2014 to 2020. This year is Hill Farmstead's 15th anniversary, and for those who can't make it to one of the festivals at the brewery, Hill Farmstead is coming to D.C. There are multicourse beer dinners featuring discussions with brewery ambassador Bob Montgomery at Mallard (Thursday at 7 p.m., $150) and the Sovereign (Saturday at noon, $100), but the main attraction is a tap takeover at ChurchKey with 20 beers that showcase the breadth of their offerings: wine barrel-aged farm ales; American porters; New England IPAs; helles lager aged in oak; ales made with honey, spelt and dandelions; and an imperial stout aged with maple syrup. The 15th-anniversary ale, a blend of seven barrel-aged beers, is one you won't want to miss. All beers are available in four-ounce pours for ease of sampling. 4 p.m. Free; beer prices vary.
Happy Hour + Sushi Dinner Party at Gazuza
Block out your Thursdays for the ongoing sushi happy hour at Gazuza. Sushi is $12, hookah is $25, and there's plenty of wine, too. The air will be filled with sounds of Afrobeats and R&B, along with a curated playlist where requests are accepted from the audience. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Once Upon a Con at Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center
Billed as "the nation's first fantasy book convention," Once Upon a Con takes over National Harbor's Gaylord National Resort for a weekend of book-themed cosplay; panel discussions on such subjects as writing tips for fantasy authors, creating D & D characters and crafting cosplay outfits on a budget; workshops on jewelry and flower crown creation; and a marketplace and author alley with book signings. Unleash your inner fae -- wings, armor and horns are encouraged -- at formal masquerade balls, a "BookTok Burlesque" show, cosplay contests, tabletop gaming events and a "War Room" combat adventure. Through Sunday. $125; $200 VIP.
Waterfront Movie Nights at Georgetown Waterfront Park
A number of popular outdoor movie series have already wrapped up for the summer, but Georgetown is just getting started. The Waterfront Movie Nights, held in the grassy Georgetown Waterfront Park just west of Washington Harbour, kick off  this week with "Paddington in Peru" and run through Sept. 12, with a lineup of "Top Gun: Maverick," "Coco," "Twilight" and "Grease." Nearby restaurants, including Fiola Mare and Farmers, Fishers and Bakers, are offering to-go dinner specials for picnickers. Seating opens at 7 p.m. each week, with the movies beginning at sunset. Fridays at sunset through Sept. 12. Free; no reservations required.
Forest Bathing at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens
Here's a reminder that Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens has extended hours for the summer, staying open until 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays until Sept. 7. And if you need an extra nudge to go, Friends of Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens hosts special evening events, like Friday's free forest bathing with Sage Raindancer. Wander down paths and alongside the ponds, interacting with and being present in nature. Who couldn't use some fresh air and a mental recharge at the end of the week? 5 to 6:45 p.m. Free; registration requested.
Chuck Brown Day at Fort Dupont Park
"Godfather of Go-Go" Chuck Brown, who died in 2012, is honored with Chuck Brown Day, a free annual concert headlined by the Chuck Brown Band, ahead of Brown's birthday on Aug. 22. The afternoon of celebration, held once again at Fort Dupont Park, features music from Trouble Funk, Be'la Dona and Black Alley, as well as sets from DJ Flexx and DJ Quicksilva. Bring the family to a kids zone with games and a back-to-school giveaway. Picnics, small coolers and lawn chairs are welcome, but leave tents, grills and glass containers at home. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Bustin' Loose: The Chuck Brown Market at Metrobar
Chuck Brown's cultural legacy is also being remembered at Metrobar, the Metro-themed beer garden on Rhode Island Avenue NE, where Bustin' Loose: The Chuck Brown Market includes arts-and-crafts vendors, a record fair, DJs and themed cocktails. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Del Ray Bands and Brews
Mount Vernon Avenue is bursting with live music on Saturday during the Del Ray neighborhood's fifth Bands and Brews Bar Crawl. Seventeen restaurants and bars are hosting live performers throughout the day, alongside food and drink specials that include $6 sangria and $11 pizzas at Lena's, or $5 beers and pork slider combos at Evening Star Cafe. Trolleys run between bars throughout the event. 12:30 to 6 p.m. $20; $25 at the door.
'Selena by Bongo District' at the State Theatre
While dancing to Bongo District's infectious cumbia grooves at Marx Cafe or Eighteenth Street Lounge, you may have noticed that it likes to regularly drop cover songs into the mix. But the talented local group, which released its new record at Comet Ping Pong last week, takes on a different identity at the State Theatre: a full-on tribute to Selena, the "Queen of Tejano," performing hits like "Como la Flor," "Baila Esta Cumbia" and "I Could Fall in Love." The concert is for ages 18 and older unless accompanied by a parent. 7 p.m. $36.50.
National Rum Day
Whether you like your rum dark, light or locally made, it's being celebrated Saturday on National Rum Day.
Thrasher's Rum, which has been distilling at the Wharf since 2018, offers an all-inclusive package beginning with a behind-the-scenes tour of the distillery and a guided rum tasting. Afterward, there's lunch upstairs at Tiki TNT with a choice of burger, flatbread or sandwich and a house cocktail, as well as a souvenir T-shirt. Tours begin every 30 minutes from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and cost $55.20.
Casta's, the Foggy Bottom bar known for its wide-ranging rum selection, starts the day at noon with a bottomless brunch featuring optional daiquiris and mojitos ($40) and a DJ spinning Afro-Cuban music. A free Caribbean rum tasting, with selections from brands like Rhum Barbancourt and Ron del Barrilito, runs from 4 to 6 p.m. The evening party with music and dancing offers $30 rum flights with tasting notes from 6 p.m. to close, and smashing a pinata filled with mini bottles of rum at 9.
Colada Shop extends happy hour from 4 p.m. until closing time at all of its locations across the DMV -- deals for rum-lovers include $8.50 daiquiris and pina coladas -- while its cafe and bar at the Wharf offers a Bacardi rum tasting and a DJ from 5 to 8 p.m.
Natural Wine Tasting at Bar Americano
Bar Americano, the natural wine bar/pizza joint/coffee shop that sits in a repurposed refreshment stand on the National Mall outside the Air and Space Museum, announced this week that it will now be open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (We're very excited, seeing how it's one of our favorite places to sip outside this summer.) The crew is hosting a natural wine tasting this weekend, where tickets get glasses of four natural wines to enjoy at your own pace in the afternoon sun. You'll probably want to grab a bottle and stick around for a slice when the "official" tasting wraps up. 3 to 5 p.m. $13.26.
Port to Port Beer Festival at Port City Brewing Company
Eighteen breweries from the D.C. area and beyond are bringing cold beverages to Port City Brewing Company's annual Port to Port festival, including visitors like the Veil, Jackie O's and Southern Revere Cellars, and locals like Jailbreak, Mieza Blendery, Lost Generation and Liquid Intrusion. Designated drivers will appreciate the nonalcoholic offerings of Best Day Brewing. Beyond unlimited drinks, there are lawn games, food trucks and music from DJ Sprinkles. Noon to 4 p.m. $63.60; $10 designated driver.
Leesburg Festival of Kites and Crafts at Ida Lee Park
Cross your fingers for a summer breeze this Saturday, as the Leesburg Festival of Kites and Crafts fills the skies over Ida Lee Park with brightly colored kites. Bring your own, or watch experts show off their skills. The day is filled with family activities, including moon bounces, face painting, live music and coloring, as well as a marketplace with handmade crafts, and a selection of food vendors. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Cookbook Swap and Giveaway at Union Market
If you bring a cookbook to Shop Made in DC this weekend, you'll get one back in exchange. If there's a recipe you've been waiting to try, or a particular cuisine you've been wanting to jump into, swap with a neighbor and grow your palate. Even if you're just looking to explore, gently used cookbooks will be in abundance to browse (and take) all day. Simon Element, a book imprint of Simon & Schuster, is hosting a giveaway full of its latest cookbook favorites. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free; bring one, take one.
Salsa Night Dancing with Silvia at the Wharf
Every Saturday at the Wharf during the summer is dedicated to dancing, with new genres featured each week. This time, beginners, pros and in-betweens are invited to to show off any and all of their salsa tricks. Silvia Studios and live music from Rene Ibanez & Cubano Groove set the beat, introducing guests to the sounds of Cuban salsa, boogaloo and jazz. Drinks from Cantina Bambina are served throughout the night. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Artist Talk: Solarpunk Aesthetic at Big Planet Comics
Solar punk is a movement focused on a future that prioritizes the use of renewable energy and sustainability. At Big Planet Comics, local artists that identify with the solar punk vibe, energy and values, gather to discuss ways to integrate it into the community. Guests can explore a solar punk starter kit of graphic novels and comics of the genre, as well as socialize with readers and fans over hors d'oeuvres. The featured artists include Pinhead, an illustrator and graphic designer, and Dominike Stanton, a comics artist and storyteller. 1 to 3 p.m. Free; RSVPs are encouraged as spots are limited.
Pretty Bitter at Black Cat
On new album "Pleaser," Pretty Bitter is back and in the bardo. Life feels precious but precarious in Mel Bleker's lyrics and melodies, which consider coroners, buried bodies, people who can save lives except their own and the passage of time, which "isn't a lover in the way it likes to play." At this show, the D.C. pop-rock act will celebrate the album, which is destined to be loved deeply by the listeners with which it connects. 8 p.m. $24.40.
SoFTT at 618
SoFTT -- an acronym for South Florida Trance Team -- is the Miami-based duo of pop urbano artist Kablito and producer Trevor McFedries. Together, SoFTT live up to their name with Magic City maximalism, whether on amped-up remixes of Charli XCX and Troye Sivan or their Latin-flavored originals. The duo shares the stage with Ether Pleaser and a full bill assembled by high-energy crews 140+ and FWB. 10 p.m. $22.15-$27.65.
Electric Cool-Aid Frozen Test
One of the best, brain-freezingest cocktail competitions of the year takes place at Electric Cool-Aid, where mixologists from across the city show off their skill with rum and frozen drink machines, and both the public and a panel of judges crown a champion. Last year's winner, Ulf Ekholm of Side Door, won the people's choice vote over competition from bars like Silver Lyan, Trouble Bird and Your Only Friend. The fifth edition of the contest works the same way: Show up, order a flight of frozen drinks, and vote for your favorite. 2 p.m. Free.
Mezzanine Record Club at the Line Hotel
The Mezzanine welcomes all vinyl lovers to a lair (also known as the Line hotel) with loads of records specific to the DMV's record-collecting groups. Jamal Gray, alongside special guests, will be in charge of the spins for ambiance, while more than 10 vendors with a variety of records sell their favorites. 6 to 10 p.m. Free with RSVP.
Cannoli Clash at Compliments Only
The Compliments Only sub shop on Barracks Row is celebrating one year in business and marking the anniversary with a traditional cannoli-eating competition. Find out how to sign up on the shop's Instagram page, or head to Capitol Hill for an afternoon of "cream, crunch, and competition." 2 p.m. Free.
Formula Fixed Crit Race at RFK Stadium
Formula Fixed is betting that its urban bike racing format -- fixed-gear bikes, no brakes, and "tight, hectic, action-packed races" -- will be the next big thing on your social media. The Formula Fixed Pro Series launches in 2026, but first, the group is holding qualifying races, including men's and women's races on a course outside RFK Stadium on Sunday afternoon. No tickets are required. This race is bookended by a pair of events: A welcome party at the Dew Drop Inn with music and drinks on Saturday night, beginning at 6 p.m., and short track races indoors at K1 Speed in Jessup, Maryland, Monday at 7 p.m. Sunday races: Women at 4 p.m., Men at 4:30 p.m. Free.
Metropolitan Summer Restaurant Week
If you're hanging around with no vacations planned during the dog days of August, give yourself something to look forward to with a discounted three-course meal out. More than 350 restaurants throughout D.C., Maryland and Virginia are participating in the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington's annual Summer Restaurant Week, featuring laid-back brunch spots to critic-approved fine dining. First-time restaurant week participants include two U.K. imports: the Wharf's glitzy Fish Shop and Clarendon noodle shop Wagamama. Other newbies: old-school lobbyist favorite Tosca, Tim Ma's Chinese American restaurant Lucky Danger, martini destination Bar Angie and Chevy Chase's new all-day cafe Elena James. Find a searchable list of participants on the Restaurant Association's website. Note that some restaurants have already announced they're extending the promotion beyond its official end of Aug. 24. Through Aug. 24. $25-$35 for brunch, $40, $55 or $65 for lunch and dinner.
National Hip-Hop Honors week at Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company
The Jungle Brothers, Kid 'N Play, Dana Dane and DJ Red Alert are among the musical icons being celebrated at the National Hip-Hop Honors on Aug. 23, but before the speeches and the performances, the National Hip-Hop Museum is hosting a full week of "Hip-Hop Happy Hours" at Woolly Mammoth Theatre. Based around the five pillars of hip-hop, the happy hours include an open-mic freestyle cipher (Monday), a DJ battle (Tuesday), a graffiti competition (Wednesday) and a breakdance battle (Thursday), with a $250 cash prize for each night's best performance. Each night also features DJs spinning in the cafe and a display of hip-hop artifacts. Happy hours from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday; noon to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 23. Happy hours free; Saturday ceremony and concert $55.20.
Girl Ultra at Pearl Street Warehouse
For nearly a decade, Mexico City's Mariana de Miguel has given a Spanish-language take on alternative R & B as Girl Ultra. While she has sung breathy melodies over a melange of everything from garage rock to digital jazz, her voice works best amid ethereal electronica, as on last year's "Blush" EP. 8 p.m. $26.40-$89.25.
Big Gay Jam and Sing-Along at Denizens Brewing
Bring a guitar, ukulele, tambourine or just your voice to a sing-along and play-along jam session at Denizens Brewing's Riverdale taproom. The lyrics and chords for songs by Robyn, the Indigo Girls, Chappell Roan, Boygenius and other "queer artists and allies" will be projected on a large screen, and then everyone in the room joins in. (Enthusiasm is just as important as your musical ability.) Get a preview of the song list here. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Profs & Pints DC: 'The Big Lebowski' Lecture at Penn Social
The last time you watched "The Big Lebowski," did you consider how it connects to Raymond Chandler's "The Big Sleep," Jack Nicholson's film noir performance in "Chinatown," or famous western movies? Let George Mason English professor Anthony Dyer Hoefer -- who has published work about "The Big Sleep" and "The Big Lebowski" -- explain the context behind everyone's favorite film about bowling, kidnapping and a rug that "really tied the room together." 6 to 8:30 p.m. $14.77.
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Movies
'Highest 2 Lowest' is Spike Lee's love letter to Kurosawa and NYC
Denzel Washington stars in a fast, funky thriller of a remake.

Denzel Washington in "Highest 2 Lowest." (David Lee/David Lee/Apple TV+)


By Ty Burr | 2025-08-14
You expect a measure (or three) of idiosyncrasy from a Spike Lee movie; few major filmmakers follow their muse with such ornery dedication. So if "Highest 2 Lowest" is Lee's most ambitious and expansive work in some time, the movie also plays defiantly on the director's own terms. We have to come to Spike, not the other way around, but when he's accompanied by Denzel Washington -- the duo's fifth big-screen collaboration in 35 years -- attention must be paid.
On top of that, "Highest 2 Lowest" is Lee's remake of "High and Low" (1963), a tense moral thriller that has come to be recognized as one of Akira Kurosawa's greatest achievements. The nerve! The cheek! And given how badly Lee stumbled the last time he tried to remake an Asian movie -- 2013's "Oldboy," a quixotic redo of Park Chan Wook's 2003 cult classic of the same title -- the potential masochism!
Thankfully, Lee hasn't tried to remake Kurosawa so much as re-adapt the 1959 Ed McBain novel "King's Ransom" on which both movies are based. And he's brought it into the here and now with sweeping panoramas, juicy performances and a crackling sense of urgency. The thing feels immense, but it moves.
Washington stars as David King, a wealthy and powerful music mogul who's at the top of the heap but a few years off his game, and it's fair to say that New York City co-stars as the town King thinks he has long since tamed. He's Jay-Z and Berry Gordy and Quincy Jones with a pair of gold-plated Beats by Dre headphones, overseeing his domain from a penthouse suite at the tippy-top of a skyscraper with a smart, chic wife, Pam (Ilfenesh Hadera) and their teenage son, Trey (Aubrey Joseph). "Highest 2 Lowest" opens with an outrageously wide-screen rendition of "Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'" (from the musical "Oklahoma!") as the camera takes in a waking Manhattan, and we're invited to wonder what could possibly go wrong.
Plenty. While King is pondering whether to sell his label to another company or buy it all back and start again, a kidnapping occurs. The police are called; a rapid-response team sets up in King's living room; the kidnapper demands $17.5 million in Swiss 1000-franc notes. But then, a twist: It's Trey's friend Kyle (Elijah Wright), the son of King's chauffeur Paul (Jeffrey Wright, Elijah's real-life father), who has been taken. The kidnapper acknowledges the mistake yet still demands to be paid, and "Highest 2 Lowest" bores in on King's ethical quandary: Will he spend the money -- money he desperately needs to rescue his business -- to save another man's son?
Like Kurosawa's film, this starts as an executive-suite thriller, but where the early scenes of "High and Low" employed a terse, almost journalistic tone, Lee opts for opera. "Highest 2 Lowest" cinematographer Matthew Libatique sends the camera swirling through the boroughs, and Howard Drossin's orchestral score is high and loud in the mix -- an in-your-face choice that matches the chutzpah of director, star and lead character.
Washington plays this king of the city with a swagger born of the streets and a complacency he feels is his due; part of the movie's drama is -- or should be -- David King's humbling. But this actor is never better than when he's playing brilliant, bullish men with a gift for strategizing, and it's fascinating to see Washington's rhythms syncopate with those of Wright as King's hot-tempered ex-con adviser and friend. The two were also in 2004's "The Manchurian Candidate," and their scenes together are as close as the movies come to a high-voltage jazz duet.
(That said, the moments where Washington gets to improvise his solos are choice, including a beautiful throwaway bit where King points a casual finger gun at a departing traitor and then himself.)

Aubrey Joseph and Elijah Wright play friends, Trey and Kyle. (David Lee/David Lee/Apple TV+/A24)



Jeffrey Wright in "Highest 2 Lowest." (David Lee/David Lee/Apple TV+/A24)


"Highest 2 Lowest" is a crowded subway car of a film, with cops, co-workers, petitioners and pretenders all bustling through, while the city itself sits in judgment in the background via social media and the tabloids. The movie has its flat, talky spots, but once the ransom plans come together, it lifts off into a delirious sequence set on the 4 Train headed for Yankee Stadium, the cars jammed with Bronx Bombers fans -- Lee makes sure to have an extra yell "Boston sucks!" straight to the camera -- while King panics about making a money drop and the police chase the kidnappers right through the middle of the annual Puerto Rican Day parade, salsa legend Eddie Palmieri leading his band in setting the scene's furious tempo.
Lee has kept the bones of McBain's and Kurosawa's versions, but he's made his own movie, occasionally for worse but mostly for better. There's nothing here as harrowing as the "Dope Alley" sequence in "High and Low" or the way Kurosawa slowly widens a police procedural until it acquires the metaphysical force of a Dostoevsky novel. Instead, "Highest 2 Lowest" brings on the gifted rapper-actor A$AP Rocky as a fiery yin to King David's cool-cool yang, a reminder of the hero's street-level beginnings who, in perhaps the movie's most audacious gambit, engages him in a confrontation that becomes an electric rap duel between the highest and the lowest.
Lee takes a lot of risks here and many of them work, but the film's comparatively upbeat ending is one of the few things that disappoints. (So are the movie's overlength and a pleasant but unnecessary musical number to cap things off.) Toshiro Mifune's hard-nosed executive is a changed man by the end of "High and Low," and the same might not be said of this movie's King. But if "Highest 2 Lowest" is a lesser creature than its predecessor (and Lee may be enough of a Kurosawa fanboy to want to keep it that way), it's faster, flashier, funkier -- one of the quirkiest entertainments of the summer, and one of the best.
R. At area theaters (and streaming Sept. 5 on Apple TV+). Language throughout, brief drug use. 133 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
'Nobody 2' is all about making memories, one body at a time
Bob Odenkirk in back as a mild-mannered dad/super assassin in the sequel to 2021 action thriller.

Bob Odenkirk is Hutch Mansell in "Nobody 2." (Allen Fraser/Universal Pictures)


By Chris Klimek | 2025-08-14
Presumably there are at least a few schlubby dads in this nation of 340 million whose bone-deep melancholy and chronic distraction from their families is not the natural by-product of having accrued a triple-digit body count during a decades-long career as a covert super-assassin. If there are, the makers of "Nobody 2," the new Bob Odenkirk action thriller -- and what a gloriously odd sequence of words that still is -- don't want to know.
Those makers include "John Wick" and "Nobody" scribe Derek Kolstad (working here with co-writer Aaron Rabin) and director Timo Tjahjanto, a German Indonesian action auteur in his English-language debut.
More broadly, "Nobody 2," a sequel to the 2021 Odenkirk-starring sleeper "Nobody," is another product of the fight-centric production company 87North, which made a big, bloody splash with "John Wick" 11 years ago and has been offering up minor, nay, minute variations on that movie's super-killer-coaxed-from-retirement premise ever since. Their films are notable for starring actors whose Very Particular Set of Skills are not limited to the shoot-'em-up genre -- your Keanus, your Brads, your Ke Huy Quans -- and their hit rate is decidedly mixed. "Love Hurts," their good-faith effort to build a franchise around the more than deserving Mr. Quan earlier this year, was particularly dire.
There was a time when dinosaurs like Clint and Arnold and Sly plotted, with variable degrees of success, to graduate from action flicks and be taken seriously. That all changed early on in the Obama years, when Oscar-player all-rounders like Tom Cruise, Denzel Washington, and Liam Neeson decided, a couple of decades into their careers, that what they really wanted was to take a long detour into the throat-punching game.
But even in such an environment, Odenkirk's admirably eclectic resume makes him a uniquely left-field candidate. Discarding his many Emmy nominations for his role on "Breaking Bad" and "Better Call Saul," Odenkirk must be the only former off-camera "Saturday Night Live" writer to headline an action franchise more than 30 years later. This spring, his Broadway debut as sad-sack salesman Shelley Levene in a revival of "Glengarry Glen Ross" earned him a Tony Award nomination. Maybe if the yeggs and crooked lawmen he takes on "Nobody 2" knew about all that, they wouldn't be in such a hurry to bludgeon, stab, and/or shoot him.
The setup this time around is that Odenkirk's Hutch, sensing that spouse Becca (played by Connie Nielsen) is losing patience with his late nights and absences from their kids' sporting events, proposes a family getaway to a decaying theme park/resort in the fictitious upper Midwestern everytown of Peary County, Wis., the one place his father, played again by Christopher Lloyd, who looks roughly 10 minutes older than he did "Back to the Future" 40 years ago, took him on a holiday when he was a kid. "We're making memories," Hutch tells his household, sounding more like he's trying to sell himself on the idea than to convince them.
Despite his deep ties to the criminal underworld, Hutch is unaware that the town is effectively Sodom and Gomorrah making a halfhearted attempt to pass itself off as Mayberry. Its org chart of creeps spans from Colin Hanks's crooked sheriff to John Ortiz's figurehead crime lord, to the one thug to rule them all -- Sharon Stone! Given her humble beginnings in this genre, playing truly thankless roles like Steven Seagal's wife in "Above the Law" (1988), it's a delight to see Stone go full ham here. Like Orson Welles in "The Third Man," she gets to flex by delaying her entrance until more than halfway through the picture, which, by the way, runs an anachronistically svelte 89 minutes. No one tries to charge her with smoking, but Hutch does take violent exception to her threatening his kids.
Your ability to enjoy "Nobody 2" will hang entirely upon how much nourishment and/or diversion you can wring from small cinematic pleasures: Odenkirk's gift for making a line like "The cops over here -- they're in league with the big syndicate" sound like something a human might say, for example. Or the fact that Tjahjanto or his music supervisor scored a hand-to-hand fight on a boat with a brass band instrumental of "When the Saints Go Marching In," a funny needle drop in a movie that's otherwise full of rote ones. Or the way the movie joins the rarefied company of the third "Die Hard" and the second "Captain America" by making an impressive entry in the Elevator Fight Scene Hall of Fame.
You also get a fun sequence in which Hutch and an unexpected ally booby-trap the theme park for a showdown with Sharon and the Family Stone -- placing land mines in the ball pit and that sort of thing. Best of all, RZA returns as Hutch's brother, and this time he gets to do a sort of 60-second version of the samurai epic the Wu-Tang Clan front man has always wanted to make.
Making memories it ain't. But making 89 minutes of your life disappear almost painlessly has its place, too.
R. At area theaters. Pervasive tooth dislodging, digit severing violence and profanity.
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Movies
'Americana' rides the Sydney Sweeney controversy in search of a point
Tony Tost's "Fargo" wannabe is just a western crime noir carbon copy.

Sydney Sweeney in "Americana." (Ursula Coyote/Ursula Coyote/Courtesy of Lionsgate)


By Ty Burr | 2025-08-14
The crowded western crime noir "Americana" has had a curious journey to your local theater.
Filmed in early 2022 and premiered at the SXSW festival in 2023, it's getting a theatrical release on the heels of a headline-grabbing controversy surrounding one of its actors, Sydney Sweeney, and a jeans ad that some accuse of being White supremacist propaganda while others, including a parade of Fox News commentators, say is an overreaction (which still others say is an overreaction to the reaction). Accordingly, Sweeney, who has made a name for herself on TV's "White Lotus" and "Euphoria," is front and center in the movie's publicity materials, even if she's one of many characters here and not the most important one. And even if, it has to be said, she gives the weakest performance in the movie.
Written and directed by Tony Tost, a successful TV writer-producer ("Poker Face," "Damnation") making his big-screen debut, "Americana" is very much a sun-parched "Fargo" wannabe with a side helping of Tarantino. The plot features a motley assortment of colorful characters chasing after a valuable Native American artifact, a high body count and a screenplay that wrings every bit of wryness from the dialogue until it's just about wrung out. It's the kind of movie that drops references to political theorists Frantz Fanon, Slavoj Zizek and Karl Marx -- in one exchange of dialogue, no less! -- in ways that reflect less on the people saying the lines than the person writing them.
But "Americana" also makes time to give the sly character actor Paul Walter Hauser ("Richard Jewell," "The Naked Gun") something close to a lead role, and for that we must be thankful. Hauser plays Lefty Ledbetter -- the joke is that he's right-handed -- a woebegone cowpoke with a tendency to propose to women on the third date. Sweeney plays Penny Jo, a stuttering diner waitress in their small South Dakota town who gets wind of a deal going down and persuades Lefty to join with her in getting a piece of the action.
The deal involves a priceless Native American "ghost shirt," and the web of extra-colorful folks trying to cash in on it includes A) a local bigwig named Roy Lee Dean (Simon Rex of "Red Rocket"), a nasty hired killer named Dillon (Eric Dane) and his slightly more ethical accomplice (Joe Adler), the hired killer's girlfriend Mandy (pop singer Halsey), Mandy's young son, Calvin (Gavin Maddox Bergman) -- the kid insists he's the reincarnation of Sitting Bull, and maybe he is -- and a pair of loose-limbed Native American activists, Ghost Eye (Zahn McClarnon) and Hank (Derek Hinkey).

Paul Walter Hauser, Sydney Sweeney and Halsey in "Americana." (Courtesy of Lionsgate)


There are double-crosses and flashbacks, digressive "Pulp Fiction"-style monologues and a casual attitude toward people getting killed that feels more like a pose than a commitment. On the plus side, the audience is reminded of how lethal a bow and arrow can be, and "Americana" picks up in the home stretch, as all the characters converge on a desert compound run by a survivalist patriarch (Christopher Kriesa) and his tradwives.
By then, Halsey's Mandy has emerged as the first of the cast's equals, and she gives good gumption in a satisfyingly violent settling of scores.
The performances in general are professional, which has the effect of making Sweeney look like the worst of equals. She never makes Penny Jo's stammer believable as more than an actorly affectation -- it's not clear why the character has a stutter in the first place -- and her limp line-readings make it difficult to accept that this hash-slinging sweetie pie would suddenly decide to go criminal. Sweeney seems to be channeling the spirit of the late Shelley Duvall here, but Duvall had a moonbeam presence that couldn't be imitated -- it simply was.
"Deep thinking's overrated," says one character in "Americana," and that's true enough when it comes to crime movies and westerns. On a scene-by-scene basis, the film's entertaining enough (it's certainly nicely shot by Nigel Bluck), but the rhythms are consistently off. Tost can't match the oddball inspiration of his influences, and the results simply feel forced. "Americana" is trying too hard to be a Coen brothers movie - ironically, Ethan Coen's own desert noir, "Honey, Don't" opens next week and is weird enough to make this one look like a documentary - but we'll wait until Tony Tost makes a Tony Tost movie.
R. At area theaters. Violence, language throughout, some sexual references. 107 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Music
5 takeaways from Taylor Swift's unprecedented podcast interview
The superstar, who rarely sits for interviews, talked for two hours about her life, relationship and music on Travis Kelce's "New Heights" podcast.

Taylor Swift performs during the Eras Tour in Miami in October 2024. (Chandan Khanna/AFP/Getty Images)


By Emily Yahr | 2025-08-14
For two hours on Wednesday night, the world saw Taylor Swift in a way that she hasn't been seen in years -- maybe ever.
When she started out as a teenage country star in the early 2000s, Swift would upload MySpace videos that chronicled her adventures, post photos and comments on social media, or hop on YouTube live streams to chat with fans. But as she evolved into a global pop superstar, she slowly scaled back on revealing details about her life. In the past five years, she has sat for only a few interviews, mostly focused on her music.
Then she arrived on "New Heights," the sports podcast hosted by her boyfriend, Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce, and his brother, former Philadelphia Eagles center Jason Kelce. During a conversation that was unprecedented in both length and tone, she talked about everything, casually, as if she was just hanging out with her family or friends -- while millions of people watched. (By 12:01 a.m. Thursday, the YouTube stream had 5.3 million views.)
Earlier this week, the podcast sparked an internet meltdown when its social media team teased that Swift was the special guest on an episode premiering Wednesday at 7 p.m. Eastern time, and even more so when Swift confirmed that she had a new album in the works -- titled "The Life of a Showgirl" -- that she would reveal on the show. On "New Heights," Swift did, indeed, unveil the record's cover and release date, Oct. 3. But she also revealed a lot more.
She talked about her two-year relationship with Kelce, purchasing her master recordings after a long fight to own her music, details about her father's recent health scare, life before and after the record-breaking Eras Tour and, basically, what it's like being one of the most famous people on the planet. Here are five highlights from the episode:
For someone who makes international headlines for her personal life, given that she famously writes songs about real people, Swift is very guarded about relationships. She doesn't walk red carpets or do joint interviews with anyone she's dating, and really, she rarely mentions them. A decade ago, it was considered shocking that she actually said her boyfriend Calvin Harris's name out loud at an awards show. She dated actor Joe Alwyn for six years, and while they were photographed together, the public barely saw them interact. So during "New Heights," Swifties -- who have been desperate for more details about Swift and Kelce since they started dating in the summer of 2023 -- were in disbelief as they watched the couple hold hands and cuddle during the interview.
"I owe a lot to this podcast. This podcast got me a boyfriend, ever since Travis decided to use it as his personal dating app about two years ago," Swift said, as Kelce cracked up. They have already shared the gist of the story, which is that during an ad break on the podcast in July 2023, Kelce said that he tried and failed to give Swift a friendship bracelet with his phone number on it when the Eras Tour came to Kansas City.
"It was such a wild, romantic gesture to just be like 'I wanna date you,'" Swift said, going on to explain that Kelce went through none of the proper channels, like her management or publicist, to try to get a meet-and-greet. Instead, he just showed up at Arrowhead Stadium with Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and figured that because it was his workplace and he knew the lady who operated the elevator, he would get backstage, no problem.
But that backfired, because as Swift noted, it's not 1973 anymore, and celebrities have serious security protocols. But that led to Kelce's shout-out on "New Heights," which Swift compared to the scene in the film "Say Anything" when John Cusack holds up a boom box outside Ione Skye's window.
"This is sort of what I've been writing songs about wanting to happen to me since I was a teenager," she said, and joked that she was circling back to the podcast as a thank you. "Look at this!" Swift said, framing Kelce's face with her hands. He took her hand and kissed it: "I'm the luckiest man in the world," he said.
Much of the interview went like this, as they talked about how they bonded over their similar jobs, entertaining people in football stadiums. He gazed at her adoringly and hyped her up at every opportunity, calling her the greatest songwriter of all time. ("Says her boyfriend," Swift deadpanned.) Kelce was his usual self-deprecating self, joking about how she's taught him so many big words; Swift said that she fell for him after he made her laugh and that he is the kind of person who lifts everyone's spirits. "He's like a human exclamation point," she said. It didn't hurt that a flurry of people, including Chiefs coach Andy Reid, a family friend, reached out after the podcast shout-out to tell Swift that Kelce was a great guy.
While Kelce had to adjust to everyone in the world having an opinion on their relationship, Swift emphasized that she doesn't look at social media and is "terrified" to open her DMs. She would tell anyone that getting upset at online comments is a waste of time: "You should think of your energy as if it's expensive, as if it's a luxury item. Not everyone can afford it."

Kelce and Swift celebrate after the Chiefs beat the Baltimore Ravens in the AFC championship game in Baltimore in January 2024. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


The episode also served up a music industry business lesson, as Kelce's brother, Jason, the co-host, grilled Swift about what, exactly, it means to own your music, from master recordings to publishing. After years of fighting to own her masters (after her Nashville label sold them in 2019 to manager Scooter Braun, who then sold them to a private equity firm), she finally announced in May that she bought them back, for a rumored $360 million price tag. Swift got choked up multiple times as she talked about the process of trying to get back the recordings, and how owning her life's work had been her dream and priority since she was a teenager, when she started saving money. She thought it was never going to happen and called the goal an "intrusive thought" that bothered her every day.
She sent her mother, Andrea, and brother, Austin, to Los Angeles for a meeting with the private equity firm. Then, one day earlier this year, not long after the Super Bowl, her mother called and said the deal had gone through. Swift talked about how she hit the floor when she heard the news, and when she went to tell Kelce, who was playing a video game at the time, she was crying so hard she could barely speak. He said he started crying, too, because he had seen the sheer amount of effort she put into her work.
Swift said that it never would have happened without her fans and the support she got when she decided to rerecord four of her six early albums to devalue the sale of her masters. "They were like, 'We ride at dawn!'" she said, and then grinned. "They're the reason I was able to purchase my music back, because they came to the Eras Tour."

Swift performs one of the last shows of the Eras Tour in Vancouver, British Columbia, in December 2024. (Lindsey Wasson/Associated Press)


Swift spoke lovingly of the Eras Tour, the highest-grossing tour of all time, earning $2 billion after 149 shows around the world. However, she said, it entailed being in perpetual physical discomfort, spending more than three hours onstage each night, mostly in very high heels, and she had to have a recovery station in her hotel rooms. But she called it a formative time in her life.
Swift wanted the shows to be "really high concept and really high value" for fans, she said, and to make it feel like you were scrolling through a never-ending algorithm where there was always something new to catch your attention. She said she felt like she had accomplished that goal when she read reports that some fans were so overwhelmed by the spectacle that they got postshow amnesia.
Now that she's off tour, Swift revealed she's gotten back into her hobbies, which she joked would be at home in the 1700s, such as sewing (baby blankets and children's purses) and cooking. Swift said she's in a sourdough bread phase and is workshopping a Funfetti sourdough recipe for Jason's daughters, because they love all things rainbows. "We put sprinkles in everything when we hang out," she said. Swift said she has curated her internet activity to be a) looking at sourdough blogs, and b) watching videos of otters that Kelce sees on his Instagram algorithm.
Swift said that she and Kelce spent a lot of time in Florida over the past few months and spent time with her parents, because her father, Scott, had a quintuple bypass and her mother had knee surgery. "We really Florida-ed it up," she said, adding that it ended up being one of the most special times in her life, having a lot of long talks with both of her parents, who are two of her best friends.
Swift debuted the cover art for "The Life of a Showgirl," which features her submerged in a bathtub wearing a slinky bedazzled dress. That's because the theme of the album is everything that was going on behind the curtains while she was on tour the past two years, she said, and she ended each night in the tub to decompress. It took her hours before she could wind down and go to sleep.
The other big news is that Swift has reunited with her former collaborators, Swedish pop genius writer-producers Max Martin and Shellback, who worked with her on her biggest pop smashes ("Shake It Off," "We Are Never Ever Getting Back Together," "Style," "Blank Space," etc.). Swift said this album is full of upbeat songs, very different from her recent alt-folk leaning and moody albums such as "Folklore," "Evermore" and "The Tortured Poets Department," and it reflects the joy and drama of her tour.
"My main goals were melodies that were so infectious that you're almost angry at it, and lyrics that are just as vivid but crisp and focused," she said. Kelce, who has heard all 12 tracks already, confirmed that the album has "12 bangers."
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Art
The secret of CIA's 'Kryptos' sculpture, unsolved for 35 years, is up for sale
Artist Jim Sanborn will auction the solution to the last portion of "Kryptos," his encrypted sculpture at CIA headquarters that has obsessed code breakers for decades.

Many of Sanborn's works incorporate the surrounding environment alongside concepts from math and physics. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Kelsey Ables | 2025-08-14
When artist Jim Sanborn talks about "Kryptos," his sculpture at the CIA headquarters, and the famously unsolved secret code engraved in its copper panels, he sounds as if he's talking about espionage, not art. The piece has "destroyed marriages," he claims. It's driven "unwanted guests" to his doorstep. Some aspiring code crackers have even "threatened my life," Sanborn says, prompting the artist to outfit his home with panic buttons, motion sensors and cameras.
But after 35 years guarding the work's secrets and dealing with the drama that comes with it, Sanborn is ready to hand over the code. In November, he plans to auction off the coveted solution to the final passage, known as K4, at a sale coinciding with his 80th birthday.
"I could keel over at any minute and I'd rest easier if I knew that things were in control somehow," he said.
In a letter to fans shared with The Washington Post, Sanborn wrote that the decision "has not been an easy one" and acknowledged "many in the Kryptos community will find it upsetting," but "I no longer have the physical, mental or financial resources" to maintain the 97 character code and continue his other projects. He writes in the letter that he hopes the buyer keeps the code a secret, dropping a rare hint to his followers.
"If they don't then (CLUE) what's the point?" he writes. "Power resides with a secret not without it."

Code breakers have attempted to solve the last ciphered portion of "Kryptos," a sculpture on the grounds of the CIA headquarters in Virginia, since its debut in 1990. (Carol Highsmith/Getty Images)


The sale, which will be run by Boston-based RR Auction on Nov. 20 and whose proceeds will go in part to programs to help the disabled, includes the original, handwritten plain text of the K4 code as well as other documents associated with the work. The secret will be transferred via armored vehicle, the auction house said. It is expected to sell for between $300,000 and $500,000, according to Bobby Livingston, executive vice president at RR Auction, though he said he wouldn't be surprised if it fetched more.
"The way cryptocurrency has really taken off, there's a whole world out there that this appeals to," he said.
Indeed, since Sanborn completed the sculpture in 1990, expecting its messages would be decrypted in just a couple of years, the piece has attracted a borderline fanatical cult following. It's forged communities of decoders, been a subject of academic research, graced algebra textbooks and appeared in film, books and television, sparking a level of interest that most artists could only dream of receiving.
But managing the piece has also turned into something of a job for Sanborn, who is based on an island in the Chesapeake Bay. He has fielded tens of thousands of messages from would-be code breakers, which he says have surged amid "meaningless" AI-generated decryptions, and even instated a $50 fee for guesses to try to slow the submissions. These days, he is working on an AI-powered phone line that will respond to callers' potential solutions, possibly using his voice.
And that's just the bureaucratic side. "There can be an addiction in some people," he said. "I try to talk them out of it as best I can. ... Sometimes it ends well, and sometimes it ends very badly."
With "Kryptos's" final passage remaining unsolved, the piece could be understood as a kind of monument to secrecy, or a performance piece, starring Sanborn himself. In a news release about the auction, he noted he now clearly understands "the burden of keeping secrets."
Peter Krapp, a film and media studies professor who studies the culture of secret communications and cryptological history at the University of California at Irvine, lamented the idea of privatizing the solution through an auction, calling it "both sad and logical." The knowledge that went into the piece "ought to be shared, not withheld -- especially considering that other people, not just Sanborn, contributed to the making of Kryptos," he wrote in an email.
The CIA commissioned "Kryptos" in the '80s as a part of an art program that Sanborn says aimed to "soften" the agency's image, which had been damaged by revelations of Cold War abuses and a critical Senate investigation.
Krapp says the work has become a "publicity coup" for the CIA, the public image of which has become tied to the artwork.
The piece has fascinated all kinds of people, who seem to have little in common beyond an interest in cryptography, Krapp says. "Some see it as a battle of wits, some as a test for their software, some as a hobby that keeps them engaged with cryptology after their active career at the bleeding edge has come to an end."
Krapp said he is amazed at how Sanborn is capable of keeping these enthusiasts' "interest in his work burning bright, but without revealing anything that would ruin their search."
Hardly a cryptographer himself, Sanborn has been an unlikely steward of "Kryptos" from the beginning, noting with a laugh that he was tutored in math every summer "to be able to get a D." Still, he had a passion for spy novels and when planning a piece for the Langley headquarters, he wanted to create a work that could "hold its own in that environment, both conceptually and physically," he said.

Sanborn worked with Ed Scheidt, a retiring CIA cryptographer, to craft the systems behind "Kryptos." (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The physical work required "a huge amount of blood and treasure" that nearly bankrupted him, Sanborn said. He recalled hauling "many, many tons" of stone into the CIA courtyard through standard sliding doors on nights and weekends and spending 21/2 years going through nine assistants to carve more than 1,700 characters into the surface of the work. The final piece consists of petrified wood supporting a wave-shaped copper screen, which stretches around a pool of water, a peaceful design that is meant to stir contemplation.
For the conceptual side, Sanborn teamed up with Ed Scheidt, then the retiring chairman of the CIA's Cryptographic Center, who spent months designing systems for encryption that Sanborn then adapted to hide his messages.
The first two portions of the piece are considered easy enough for almost anyone who has studied basic cryptography to decode. K1 translates to: "Between subtle shading and the absence of light lies the nuance of iqlusion," an intentional misspelling. The second passage, which is longer, describes buried information and suggests "WW" -- believed to be William H. Webster, the recently deceased former director of the CIA -- knew where it was. The third portion, considered much more advanced, is a passage from the diary of British archaeologist Howard Carter that describes opening up King Tut's tomb.
The fourth, of course, has yet to be cracked, and that's not the end.
"K5 is going to be somewhat inscrutable, as well," Sanborn said cryptically in the interview. Asked if he's referring to more characters that will need to be decoded, he replied, "Well, I can't say now, can I?"

"Every artist is trained to make artwork which has lasting presence and lasting value," Sanborn said. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Klaus Schmeh, an expert on the history of encryption, calls the progressing difficulty of the various portions a "clever strategy" to drive interest in the work. "Both the solved parts and the remaining mystery make this cryptogram attractive for puzzlers and the media," he wrote in an email. He said he would like to see it finally solved, so "perhaps, other mysteries of this kind would then receive more attention."
Sanborn has gone back and forth on whether he's rooting for his code to fall. He mused to CNN in 2020 that he "wouldn't be distraught if it ended tomorrow."
But in a conversation about the auction this week, he appeared more sentimental.
"I'd rather it not, only because I'm an artist, and every artist is trained to make artwork which has lasting presence and lasting value," he said, noting how one can look at a Van Gogh "a thousand times and see it in a new way." And as long as "Kryptos" remains uncracked, there's certainly something to look at.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-13
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through August. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," Saturday through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM "Bond in Motion," through Sept. 1. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY "Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
KREEGER MUSEUM "Water in the Gas," through Aug. 23. Spanning 1934 to 1965, a selection of works from the museum's collection reflects themes of citizenship, censorship, industry, labor and sovereignty. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Six exhibitions are on view through Sept. 7: "Portals," "Christina Lorena Weisner: Sea Marks: From the High Arctic to the Atlantic," "Olivia Tripp Morrow: (Un)tethered," "Kei Ito: Embodied Spectrum," "Kelli Williams: Kids in America" and "Between You and Me: Works by Avast Artists." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6, 2026. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Oct. 5. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2, 2026. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 21. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions.
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later.
"Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Sunday. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
*VISARTS "Vessels & Voids: Architects and Ceramic Artists Explore Organic Spaces," through Sept. 28. This exhibition highlights how advances in engineering and 3D printing have been used to create organic forms in architecture. 155 Gibbs St., Rockville. visartscenter.org
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Music
Fictional K-pop trio hits No. 1 on Billboard Hot 100
"Golden," the uplifting anthem from Netflix's smash animated hit "KPop Demon Hunters," makes history with its Billboard No. 1.

The animated K-pop girl group Huntr/x -- from left, Mira, Rumi and Zoey -- has reached No. 1 on Billboard's U.S. Hot 100 list. (Netflix)


By Anne Branigin | 2025-08-13
First they slayed seductive, singing demons. Then they smashed Netflix streaming records. Now Huntr/x (pronounced Huntrix), the fictional K-pop trio from the animated film "KPop Demon Hunters," has conquered the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 with "Golden," becoming the first K-pop girl group in Billboard history to claim the No. 1 spot.
It's an impressive peak for a movie soundtrack that has been dominating Billboard charts -- and social media algorithms -- in recent weeks. Three "KPop Demon Hunters" songs have cracked the Top 5 of the Billboard Global 200: "Golden,"  along with "Soda Pop" and "Your Idol," performed by the (also fictional) demonic boy band Saja Boys.
But the up-up-uplifting and anthemic "Golden" has been the film's runaway hit. Sung by seasoned K-pop songwriter Kim Eun-jae (better known by the stage name Ejae), Korean American singer Audrey Nuna and songwriter-rapper Rei Ami, the song's popularity can be measured not just in its streaming numbers but also in the scores of covers (dance, vocal and instrumental) and passionate lip-synching videos that it has inspired on TikTok and Instagram. Even real-life K-pop idols are fans, sharing their own interpretations of the dances and songs.
In a rare feat for a K-pop song, "Golden," which contains both English and Korean lyrics, is even being played on American radio: Its airplay numbers have recently surged more than 70 percent, according to Billboard.
The soundtrack's success continues a stellar run for "KPop Demon Hunters," released on Netflix in June. The movie revolves around Huntr/x, a trio of demon hunters who keep evil spirits at bay through the power of their music. Their quest to protect the world, however, is jeopardized when a seductive (and demonic) K-pop boy band, Saja Boys, usurps the girls' place on the charts and in the hearts of their fans.
According to the streaming platform, the surprise summer hit has been viewed more than 180 million times and is the second-most-popular Netflix original movie ever. "KPop Demon Hunters" has proved so popular that it will have a limited theatrical release later this month; it has been billed as a "sing-along" event.
The musical success of "KPop Demon Hunters" highlights one of the film's strengths: songs that advance the plot and fill out the characters -- and are also viable pop bangers.
Directors Maggie Kang and Chris Appelhans prioritized the music while making the film, leaning on K-pop industry insiders such as Ejae, who worked as a vocal producer and songwriter on the film and sang all of Huntr/x lead singer Rumi's sky-high vocals.
"I think we had Ejae sing the highest notes that she could possibly sing in a lot of the songs," Kang said -- including for "Golden," which Ejae co-wrote. It was important to Kang that the song embody "the feeling that you get when you hear an artist, like, just put all of her talent and effort and that physical struggle into hitting a note."
According to Kang and Appelhans, "Golden" was the most difficult song to put together. "It's really great to see it getting so much love, because that was really tough to get to," Kang said of the song's resonance with audiences.
The director theorizes that the song's challenging notes are part of its draw. "I do believe that if a song is hard to sing, everybody tries to sing it," Kang said. "I do that."
Fictional groups have entered the Billboard charts plenty of times before, including a couple of animated ones: the Chipmunks (with their holiday hit "The Chipmunk Song") and the Archies (with "Sugar, Sugar"). The last time animated characters claimed a No. 1 song was in 2022, with "We Don't Talk About Bruno," from the Disney animated musical "Encanto."
"Golden" marks the first time a K-pop act that is not BTS (or one of its members) has topped the U.S. Hot 100. It's also the first time in 24 years that a girl group has ruled the charts, according to Billboard. The last to do so was Destiny's Child, with their 2001 hit "Bootylicious."
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Arts & Entertainment
Trump to host Kennedy Center Honors, which will go to Stallone, Gaynor, Kiss and more
The annual production may see significant changes under Trump, who revealed the honorees during a visit to the arts complex Wednesday.

President Donald Trump speaks at the Kennedy Center on Wednesday. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Travis Andrews, Janay Kingsberry | 2025-08-13
President Donald Trump announced the recipients of the 48th Kennedy Center Honors on Wednesday -- the first class of honorees since he took over the arts complex this year -- and a major change to the ceremony: He'll be the host.
Speaking from the center's Hall of Nations, Trump revealed the 2025 honorees by unveiling five portraits draped in velvet. The group: glam metal band Kiss, Broadway and West End star Michael Crawford, country music legend George Strait, actor Sylvester Stallone and singer Gloria Gaynor.
Actor Tom Cruise was offered the honors but declined because of scheduling conflicts, according to several current and former Kennedy Center employees who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss event plans. A spokesperson for Cruise declined to comment.
Before naming the honorees, Trump said he always wanted the award himself but "was never able to get one."
"I waited and waited and waited, and I said, 'The hell with it, I'll become chairman and I'll give myself an honor,'" he said, drawing chuckles from a crowd that included Kennedy Center President Richard Grenell, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and members of the White House staff. "... Next year, we'll honor Trump, okay?"
The choices may surprise some Trump critics. When Trump took over the Kennedy Center, an overworked joke circulated on social media. Here is political analyst Larry Sabato's version: "Can you imagine forthcoming Kennedy Center Honors for Lee Greenwood, The Village People, and Kid Rock? Inevitable with Trump as Chair. Prepare your stomach."
It certainly seemed as if Trump had major plans in store for the honorees. At a board meeting in March, Trump said: "We'll go slightly more conservative, if you don't mind, with some of the people. There are people out there that would not be considered that are much bigger stars than the ones that were being honored." He even suggested offering honors to deceased icons and widening the scope of possible recipients to include athletes, business luminaries and politicians.
Perhaps the most surprising thing about Trump's class of honorees is how comfortably it fits with those that came before it. A-list actor? Check. Aging rock band? Check. Broadway star? Check. (The Washington Post previously reported that the center was "seriously" considering Strait, Crawford and Kiss.)
Trump said he was "very involved" in selecting the 2025 honorees and turned down names he didn't approve of. "I would say I was about 98 percent involved. They all went through me," he said. "... I had a couple of wokesters. Now, we have great people. This is very different than it used to be, very different."
Not all of the artists have supported Trump, including the face -- that is, the tongue -- of Kiss.
Bassist Gene Simmons, whom Trump fired during the first season of "The Celebrity Apprentice," backed Trump during his first term -- but soon changed his tune.

Kiss performs in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 2019. (Tony Norkus/Shutterstock)


"Look what that gentleman did to this country and the polarization -- got all the cockroaches to rise to the top," Simmons told Spin of Trump in 2022. "Once upon a time, you were embarrassed to be publicly racist and out there with conspiracy theories. Now it's all out in the open because he allowed it."
"I don't think he's a Republican or a Democrat," Simmons added of the president. "He's out for himself, any way you can get there. And in the last election, over 70 million people bought it hook, line and sinker."
Simmons's bandmate Paul Stanley appears to have had a more favorable view of Trump. Days after the 2024 election, Stanley wrote on X: "IT'S OVER. If your candidate lost, it's time to learn from it, accept it and try to understand why. There will be no building bridges to those you don't agree with by being condescending, insulting, talking AT them or removing yourself."

Gloria Gaynor during a TV appearance this year. (Heidi Gutman/Getty Images)


Gaynor, a Grammy Award-winning singer from New Jersey, rose to fame during the disco era of the 1970s.
While she isn't known to be political, her hit song "I Will Survive"  has become an anthem for marginalized groups -- particularly within the LGBTQ+ community -- and was named to the Library of Congress National Recording Registry in 2015.
If Trump's personal tastes align with any of the picks, it would be Crawford. Trump is famously a fan of 1980s Broadway hits, particularly "The Phantom of the Opera," the title role of which Crawford originated. Trump would often play songs from the musical at his rallies.

Michael Crawford poses for a portrait during promotions for the television documentary "The Phantom of the Opera: Behind the Mask" in 2006. (Getty Images)


Stallone, though, has emerged as a prominent Trump booster. In November, the Rocky actor gave a warmup speech for Trump at Mar-a-Lago, where Stallone described him as the "second George Washington," called him a "mythical character" and compared him to Rocky Balboa.
In January, as president-elect, Trump named Stallone -- along with Mel Gibson and Jon Voight -- as "Special Ambassadors to a great but very troubled place, Hollywood, California," and tasked them with "bringing Hollywood, which has lost much business over the last four years to Foreign Countries, BACK--BIGGER, BETTER, AND STRONGER THAN EVER BEFORE!"

Sylvester Stallone at the Cannes Film Festival in 2019. (Vittorio Zunino Celotto/Getty Images)


Strait, meanwhile, is a country legend -- a genre that soundtracks many red states -- but he has long kept fairly mum on his political leanings.
The ceremony will take place Dec. 7 and will later be broadcast on CBS.

George Strait performs in Austin in 2021. (Jason Kempin/Getty Images for iHeartMedia)


During the news conference, Trump spoke about an array of topics, including crime, his upcoming summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin and the landscape of D.C. "We're going to make it so beautiful again," he said of the city whose police he has placed under federal control. "... When you look at the parks where the grass is old, tired, exhausted. We're going to redo the grass with the finest grasses. I know a lot about grass because I own a lot of golf courses."
He also made unsubstantiated claims that, since becoming chairman of the Kennedy Center, "we have completely reversed the decline of this cherished national institution."
"We ended the woke political programming, and we're restoring the Kennedy Center as the premier venue for performing arts anywhere in the country," Trump said. "Anywhere in the world."
As of earlier this summer, subscriptions to the center's programming were down from last year, and several artists have boycotted the center.
Trump said of the columns supporting the center, "When you see them the next time, they'll be magnificent," before praising the "bones" of the building.
Outside the center Wednesday, about a dozen demonstrators gathered with signs and bullhorns to protest Trump's involvement in the arts. Since returning to office in January, the president has targeted prominent arts and cultural institutions, including the Smithsonian, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Library of Congress.

Trump speaks at the Kennedy Center on Wednesday in front of images of Strait, Crawford and Stallone. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


There will be potential changes to the honors, according to the current and former employees. The center has contacted the jeweler Tiffany & Company about redesigning the medallions, which have traditionally depicted President John F. Kennedy on one side and the building on the other, with a rainbow-colored ribbon meant to represent different artistic skills and talents. The annual dinner at the State Department may be moved to the White House. The White House and Tiffany did not respond to requests for comment.
Meanwhile, Done+Dusted, the production company that produced the past several Kennedy Center Honors (as well as recent Mark Twain Prizes for American Humor, the center's other big televised event), pulled out of producing this year's honors. Matthew Winer, the center's internal executive producer of the honors, has resigned from the center, along with Emeline Carlisle, the producer and honoree manager.
Even in less tumultuous years, the Kennedy Center Honors are a complex, logistical undertaking. The show usually consists of 70 or more other artists celebrating the honorees. Last year, the 21/2-hour show featured Queen Latifah, David Letterman, Robert De Niro, Dave Chappelle, Sheryl Crow, Al Pacino and Martin Scorsese, many of whom are outspoken Trump critics.
With so many performers avoiding the center, who will be there on the actual night?
It might be where Lee Greenwood, the Village People and Kid Rock come in.
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