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        Ukrainian suspect arrested in Italy over Nord Stream blasts
        BERLIN - A Ukrainian suspect has been arrested in Italy over the sabotage of the Nord Stream underwater gas pipelines from Russia to Europe in 2022, German prosecutors said Thursday.

      

      
        EU gets 15% US tariff for cars, fails to secure wine reprieve
        BRUSSELS (BELGIUM) - Details of a US-EU trade deal published Thursday showed Brussels secured a tariff reduction for cars exported to the United States but failed to win a reprieve for its cherished wine sector.

      

      
        Russian fuel prices surge after Ukraine hits refineries
        MOSCOW - Russian fuel prices are at near-record highs, stock exchange data showed Thursday, after a slew of Ukrainian attacks on refineries caused breakdowns during the travel season.

      

      
        Jail term possible for Michelin-starred restauranteur over B4,000 omelette
        The Department of Internal Trade is further investigating the four-digit price of a crabmeat omelette at a Bangkok Michelin-starred eatery to see if the dish was overpriced, an offence that can carry a jail term.

      

      
        Government grilled on border relief gaps
        Opposition leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut has criticised what he described as slow, uneven and unclear compensation measures for people affected by the recent Thai--Cambodian border clashes.

      

      
        Preserved corpses at 'HIV temple' to be cremated
        Authorities will cremate more than 20 preserved corpses found at Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, long known for caring for people living with HIV/Aids, in Lop Buri on Saturday, following a public outcry over the temple's long-standing display of Aids patients' remains in its museum.

      

      
        Justice minister looks to regulate kratom leaf sales
        Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has acknowledged growing social concerns over the use of kratom, saying he and Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin have discussed a ministerial regulation to control the sale of kratom leaves.

      

      
        Car-pawning scams broken up
        Police have made seven arrests in two separate cases in which people desperate for money were persuaded to pawn their cars, after which the scammers sold them off in Thailand and abroad. The damages exceeded 100 million baht.

      

      
        Zelensky: Security guarantees must precede talks with Putin
        KYIV - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he could meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin, but only after his allies agreed on security guarantees for Ukraine that would deter future Russian attacks once the fighting stops.

      

      
        Court wraps up hearing in PM's phone call case
        The Constitutional Court on Thursday finished hearing testimony from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra about her leaked phone call with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, and confirmed it would announce its ruling on Aug 29 as scheduled.
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                                BERLIN - A Ukrainian suspect has been arrested in Italy over the sabotage of the Nord Stream underwater gas pipelines from Russia to Europe in 2022, German prosecutors said Thursday.
The suspect, identified as Serhii K., is accused of being part of a cell "who placed explosive devices on the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 gas pipelines", they said.

He is "believed to have been one of the coordinators of the operation" in which a group allegedly hired a yacht in the German Baltic Sea port of Rostock to carry out the attacks.

The Nord Stream pipelines that long shipped Russian gas to Europe were hit by huge explosions in September 2022, several months after Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine.

Western powers were initially quick to blame Russia, which in turn accused them.

German investigations then pointed to a Ukrainian cell of five men and one woman believed to have chartered the yacht "Andromeda" to carry out the attack, according to Der Spiegel magazine and other media.

Their aim was to destroy the pipelines to prevent Russia from profiting in future from gas sales to Europe.

Serhii K. was arrested in the early hours of Thursday in the Italian province of Rimini on a European arrest warrant, the prosecutors said.

He and his accomplices are accused of using forged identity documents to hire the yacht that departed Rostock to carry out the attacks, the prosecutors said.

German Justice Minister Stefanie Hubig thanked investigators for what she called a "highly complex operation" leading to the arrest.

- Politically fraught case -

Nord Stream's pipelines had long been controversial for allowing Russian gas to bypass eastern European transit routes and leaving Germany overly reliant on cheap energy from Moscow.

After Russia launched its Ukraine invasion in February 2022, Western powers sanctioned Moscow, which then switched off the gas flow.

Then, in September, seismic institutes reported the underwater blasts and four gas leaks were discovered off the Danish island of Bornholm as gas spewed to the surface.

Two of the leaks were in Denmark's exclusive economic zone and two in Sweden's.

German prosecutors last year issued an arrest warrant for another Ukrainian man, named as Volodymyr Z., a diving instructor whose last known address was in Poland.

He was suspected of being one of the divers who planted the explosive devices in an operation that also involved a married couple who ran a diving school, according to public broadcaster ARD and other media.

The case is awkward for Germany and Ukraine, as Berlin has strongly backed Kyiv politically and with defence equipment in its fight against Russia.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has said his government knew nothing about any plan to blow up the pipelines.

German and British media have recently reported that Washington and Moscow had discussed the idea of reviving Nord Stream 2, possibly to be run by an American company, during talks to end the Ukraine war.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said in May, shortly after taking office, that his government would "do everything... to ensure that Nord Stream 2 cannot be put back into operation".
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                                BRUSSELS (BELGIUM) - Details of a US-EU trade deal published Thursday showed Brussels secured a tariff reduction for cars exported to the United States but failed to win a reprieve for its cherished wine sector.
US President Donald Trump and EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen clinched a framework accord in July for most EU exports to face a 15-percent US levy.

But many aspects remained unclear, as the EU sought to win carve-outs for some sectors and Trump threatened higher tariffs on others.

A joint statement Thursday brought some clarity, although negotiations are not over as the EU said it would seek more tariff reductions.

The "maximum, all-inclusive" 15-percent rate would apply to the vast majority of European exports, including cars, pharmaceuticals, semiconductors and lumber, the EU said.

"This is the most favourable trade deal the US has extended to any partner," EU trade commissioner Maros Sefcovic told a press conference in Brussels, explaining the levy will not come on top of existing tariffs.

In recent weeks Trump had raised the possibility of additional tariffs hitting certain sectors such as pharmaceuticals, which account for 20 percent of the EU's exports to the United States, and semiconductors.

- Bison and wine -

Sefcovic said he was confident that the rate for cars, which is lower than the current 27.5 percent, will apply retroactively from August 1, having received assurances on the matter from his US counterpart.

But this will happen only once the EU introduces legislation to eliminate its own tariffs on US industrial products, something Sefcovic said the commission was "working very hard" on.

The 15-percent rate will also apply to wine and spirits despite a push by France, Italy and other wine-making countries to win a zero tariff exemption.

"Unfortunately, here we didn't succeed," Sefcovic said, adding negotiations would continue. "These doors are not closed forever".

The French wine exporters federation said it was "hugely disappointed".

"We are certain that this will create major difficulties for the wines and spirits sector," said the head of the wine and spirits federation FEVS Gabriel Picard.

Christophe Chateau, a spokesman for a group representing Bordeaux wine producers, described this as "bad news" -- but better than the worst case scenario, with Trump that had at one point threatened tariffs as high as 200 percent.

"It further hinders the trade and export of Bordeaux wines to the United States," which is by far their largest market, Chateau told AFP.

French trade minister Laurent Saint-Martin said his government would seek "additional exemptions" in the trade deal.

Under the agreement, the EU committed to significantly improving market access to a range of US seafood and agricultural goods, including tree nuts, dairy products, fruits, vegetables, pork and bison meat.

On the other hand, a special more favourable regime will apply as of September 1 to a number of EU exports to the US including "unavailable natural resources" such as cork, all aircraft and aircraft parts and generic pharmaceuticals.

These would effectively face a "zero or close to zero" rate, the commission said.

"This is not the end of the process, we continue to engage with the US to agree more tariff reductions, to identify more areas of cooperation, and to create more economic growth potential," said commission chief Ursula von der Leyen.
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                                MOSCOW - Russian fuel prices are at near-record highs, stock exchange data showed Thursday, after a slew of Ukrainian attacks on refineries caused breakdowns during the travel season.
Ukraine routinely targets Russian refineries and oil depots to hamper Moscow's ability to fund its offensive.

Recent hits have coincided with the summer holiday season and have contributed to higher rates of driving over train and air travel.

In a bid to tame prices, Russia, one of the world's biggest oil producers, introduced a total ban on fuel exports last month, but it appeared to have little effect.

AI-92 and AI-95, the two most popular fuel blends in Russia, were trading at around 72,663 and 81,342 thousand rubles per tonne ($900 and $1,000), close to their all-time highs, according to trading data from the Saint Petersburg commodities exchange.

Russian broker BKS cited "the high season, repairs and new accidents at the refineries" as reasons for the price surge, noting higher demand for fuel because people tend to drive more during the summer months.

Additionally, Ukrainian attacks have also disrupted air and railway travel, further contributing to the surge, the brokerage said.

"Recent disruptions at the Afipsky, Ryazan and Saratov oil refineries could have reduced the petrol supply on the market," it added, saying this could have probably exacerbated the situation.

Ukraine claimed to have hit the three refineries this month, but there was no official comment from Russia on any stoppages there.

The Russian energy ministry said the price rise was due to "high seasonal demand and agricultural works", and supported extending the ban to September as well, without mentioning Ukrainian strikes or any repair work on refineries.

The fuel shortage is the most acute in Russia's south and far east, as well as in the part s of Ukraine held by Russian troops, local authorities said.
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                                The Department of Internal Trade is further investigating the four-digit price of a crabmeat omelette at a Bangkok Michelin-starred eatery to see if the dish was overpriced, an offence that can carry a jail term.
Director-general Wittayakorn Maneenetr said on Thursday that the department had already fined the owner of Jay Fai eatery for failing to show the 4,000-baht price of its special crabmeat omelette dish on its menus. The action followed a recent complaint from a YouTuber who said its menus showed only a 1,500-baht price for a crabmeat omelette.

The director-general said the restaurant owner paid a 2,000-baht fine to officials during their visit to the restaurant on Wednesday.

However, the officials were checking the costs of ingredients used at the restaurant to find out if it overcharged customers, Mr Wittayakorn said.

Overcharging carries a jail term of up to seven years and/or a fine of up to 140,000 baht, he said.

Officials ordered the operator to elaborate on the costs of ingredients and seasonings and other costs to determine whether prices at the eatery were reasonable, Mr Wittayakorn said.

Jay Fai is owned and still operated by Supinya "Jay Fai" Junsuta, 82. She won her first Michelin star in 2017 and has retained the award ever since.

[image: Jay Fai: 7-time Michelin star chef]
Jay Fai: 7-time Michelin star chef
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                                Opposition leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut has criticised what he described as slow, uneven and unclear compensation measures for people affected by the recent Thai-Cambodian border clashes.
Speaking in the House of Representatives on Thursday, the People's Party leader urged the government to streamline its relief schemes through a one-stop service centre and revise regulations to ensure payments are made fairly and cover all households.

He cited complaints from residents that they returned from evacuation centres only to find utility bills waiting at their homes despite the government's pledge to waive water and electricity charges.

Others reported delays in receiving compensation for lost income, while families whose homes or vehicles were damaged were left uncertain about the procedures required to claim assistance.

The opposition leader also called on the government to address the welfare of frontline personnel, including village defence volunteers and health workers, many of whom continue to suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder and cannot fully perform their duties.

Responding on behalf of the prime minister, Deputy Interior Minister Theerarat Samrejvanich insisted the government has been providing continuous assistance since the clashes began on July 24 clashes.

She said 100 million baht had already been allocated to seven border provinces to expedite relief. Evacuees, she said, received immediate support through local budgets, while those returning home were provided with essential supplies.

Reviewing housing damage, Ms Theerarat said repairs were already under way. In Surin, 58 of 107 damaged homes had been repaired, while in Ubon Ratchathani, 129 of 137 had been restored.

Buri Ram reported 14 of 16 homes fixed, and in Si Sa Ket, 134 of 445 homes had been repaired. In addition, she noted, private donors had provided prefabricated houses for families whose homes were destroyed.

Regarding water and electricity bills, Ms Theerarat explained that the waiver applied only from early July, and some households may have received backdated bills from June or early July. The Provincial Electricity Authority had been instructed to offset those payments against future bills, she said.

The deputy minister also noted that affected areas had been formally declared disaster zones in 42 districts across seven provinces, which allowed targeted relief to continue in phases: immediate, medium-term and long-term.
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                                Authorities will cremate more than 20 preserved corpses found at Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, long known for caring for people living with HIV/Aids, in Lop Buri on Saturday, following a public outcry over the temple's long-standing display of Aids patients' remains in its museum.
Phra Khru Suwat Kittisarn, named acting supervisor of the temple after Luang Phor Alongkot resigned as abbot, said on Thursday that relatives would be contacted where possible.

"If no families can be found, the temple will cremate the remains and record the names with the ashes to avoid future disputes," he added.

The resignation of Luang Phor Alongkot, who founded Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, followed revelations about possible financial impropriety and mismanagement of public donations at the high-profile temple. 

The bodies, some preserved since 1992, were discovered during a recent inspection by officials from the Ministry of Public Health.

Human bones wrapped in white cloth were also found stored in large quantities, raising concerns under the Cemetery and Crematorium Act.

Thanakrit Jit-areerat, secretary to the health minister, said on Wednesday that the displays, originally intended as a lesson in impermanence, had to be brought into compliance with the law.

Mr Thanakrit said that authorities were reviewing whether the temple's decades-long medical activities fell outside its remit, as it was never formally licensed as a healthcare facility despite caring for hundreds of people living with HIV.

The National Health Security Office is also examining whether donations to the temple were used in line with their stated purposes, while a special committee has been formed to oversee its finances and assets during the transition, said Mr Thanakrit.

Donations to the temple have fallen sharply since Luang Phor Alongkot stepped down last week amid growing controversy about the preserved bodies in the temple museum, said Phra Khru Suwat.

Luang Phor Alongkot said he resigned to allow full transparency in investigations but admitted the temple, which spends at least 200,000 baht daily on patient care, is now facing financial strain.

Phra Khru Suwat said his immediate focus was restoring stability and improving facilities for more than 200 patients and staff still at the temple.

"The temple will continue its mission of compassion," he said. "But the cremation of the 20 bodies must now be carried out with dignity."

In related news, the Debsirin Alumni Association said it had removed Luang Phor Alongkot's name from its Hall of Fame after confirming he never studied at the school, despite years of being honoured as a distinguished alumnus.

The association admitted that it had failed to verify his record properly, stating that the monk's widely respected charitable work had led them to accept his background without question.


	Editorial: Hospice funds scandal takes toll
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                                Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has acknowledged growing social concerns over the use of kratom, saying he and Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin have discussed a ministerial regulation to control the sale of kratom leaves.
Pol Col Tawee was responding in the House to a question from Yala MP Sugano Matha of the Prachachat Party about narcotics suppression measures. He asked about the possibility of reclassifying kratom as a narcotic and restricting its use solely for medical purposes.

The justice minister said that while the ruling coalition, particularly the Prachachat Party, had previously supported reclassifying cannabis as a narcotic, some parties were still pushing for it to remain under control.

"Legislation must be enacted for the greater good," said Pol Col Tawee, who is also the Prachachat secretary-general.

He noted that kratom, since being delisted in 2022, remained largely unregulated, leading to misuse such as mixing kratom juice with other narcotics -- a practice that has caused public concern not only in the South but across the country.

"On Aug 20, I discussed with the public health minister the need to issue a ministerial regulation enabling police enforcement," he said.

"Under the law, the justice and public health ministers have the authority to ban the street sale of kratom leaves or set specific restrictions. The regulation must be issued promptly. If not, we may have to invoke highway laws.

"As for kratom and its extracts, new legislation will be needed, and we must find a proper solution," said Pol Col Tawee.

The Kratom Plant Act came into force after it was published in the Royal Gazette on Aug 26, 2022.

The law opens opportunities for farmers and individuals to sell kratom-based goods including food and drinks, including online sales. Previously, people could sell only plants and leaves.
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                                Police have made seven arrests in two separate cases in which people desperate for money were persuaded to pawn their cars, after which the scammers sold them off in Thailand and abroad. The damages exceeded 100 million baht.
The first case involved six people who divided up responsibilities into three two-person teams, Pol Maj Gen Kongkrit Lertsitthikun, commander of the Highway Police Division, said at a briefing on Thursday.

The first team targeted the victims, persuaded them to pawn their cars and then demanded redemption. The pawned cars would be sent to the second team who would sell them, with money transferred to bank accounts managed by the last team.

The cars were reportedly sold in black markets both inside and outside the country, police said.

The suspects were three women and three men, identified as Sumalee Phokudsri, Kwanjira Insri, Khanthong Hongsila, Weeranat Chaiyamongkol, Kreksan Insri and Suriya Thamthathod.

Police said the group ran the fake service on Facebook. One victim reported pawning a car still subject to hire-purchase payments for 77,000 baht, and  later being told to redeem the car by paying 90,000 baht which included interest.

The contact could not be reached after the payment was made, leaving the victim to pay monthly instalments for the missing car to an auto loan contractor, police said.

Police had been investigating the case for a month and found the scammers would target people who desperately wanted money. All of the pawned cars were covered by hire-purchase contracts, so the victims were reluctant to report the problem.

The network had operated for about eight years, causing damage totalling more than 100 million baht in about 40 provinces, police said.

An investor who masterminded the network was identified by police as "Sia Jo", who had records of illegal activities. Police are continuing their investigation.

[image: A policeman detains a suspect who involved in a car scam operation. (Photo: supplied/ Wassayos Ngamkham)]
A police officer detains one of the suspects in the car scam operation. (Photo: supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



The second arrest involved a suspect identified as Noppadon Nanthapak, in Nakhon Ratchasima.

In June, police were informed by a woman that Mr Noppadon had contacted her on Facebook and was trying to get closer to her in a romantic way. She said he told her he came from a high-profile family and worked as a loan broker, having many businesses in Khao Yai.

Out of trust, the victim said she pawned a car with Mr Noppadon and paid what he said was processing fees that totalled 150,000 baht. The suspect then sold the car for 31,000 baht, police said.

Police arrested him under a warrant and tracked down other cars he had sold. Five cars found in Nakhon Ratchasima, Phetchabun and Rayong were returned to his victims, police said.
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                                KYIV - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he could meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin, but only after his allies agreed on security guarantees for Ukraine that would deter future Russian attacks once the fighting stops.
In comments released Thursday, he also warned both sides were preparing for further fighting, with Russia building up troops on the southern front line and Ukraine test launching a new long-range cruise missile.

US Donald Trump is seeking to end Russia's three-and-a-half year invasion of Ukraine with a flurry of talks with Zelensky and Putin, upending a years-long Western policy of isolating the Russian leader.

"We want to have an understanding of the security guarantees architecture within seven to 10 days," Zelensky said, in comments to reporters released for publication on Thursday.

"We need to understand which country will be ready to do what at each specific moment," he said. A group of allies led by Britain and France are putting together a military coalition to support the guarantees.

Once an outline of the security guarantees is agreed, Trump would like to see a bilateral meeting between Putin and Zelensky, the Ukrainian leader said.

But he added that any meeting with the Russian leader should he held in a "neutral" European country and ruled out any summit in Moscow.

"Switzerland, Austria -- we agree... For us, Turkey is a NATO country and part of Europe. And we are not opposed," Zelensky said of possible venues.

Russian troop buildup

And he added that he did not want China playing any role in guaranteeing Ukraine's security, citing Beijing's alleged support for Moscow.

"We do not need guarantors who do not help Ukraine and did not help Ukraine at the time when we really needed it," Zelensky said.

The Ukrainian leader's comments came as Russia launched hundreds of drones and missiles against Ukraine overnight in the biggest barrage since mid-July, killing one person and wounding many others.

Ukrainian officials said on Thursday that the barrage of 574 drones and 40 missiles showed Russia was not serious about a peace deal, despite intensive US diplomatic efforts in recent days.

Zelensky meanwhile announced that Ukraine had tested a long-range cruise missile known as Flamingo that can strike targets as far as 3,000 kilometres away and said mass production could begin by February.

"The missile has undergone successful tests. It is currently our most successful missile," he told reporters.

Since Trump took the White House earlier this year and began pushing for an end to the fighting, Russian forces have continued to slowly but steadily gain ground across the front line.

Zelensky has said that Russian forces were building up troops along the front in Zaporizhzhia region, which Moscow claims as its own along with four other Ukrainian regions.

Trump met Putin in Alaska, before bringing Zelensky and European leaders to Washington for separate talks earlier this week.

Zelensky has said the only way to end the war is a meeting with Putin, and has said Trump should be present too.

But Moscow has played down the prospect of a summit between Putin and Zelensky any time soon, and has said it wants to be included in discussions on future security guarantees for Ukraine.
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                                The Constitutional Court on Thursday finished hearing testimony from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra about her leaked phone call with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, and confirmed it would announce its ruling on Aug 29 as scheduled.
However, it ordered Ms Paetongtarn and the complainants -- a group of 36 senators -- to file their written closing statements on Monday, instead of next Wednesday, so that judges would have more time to prepare their ruling.

It scheduled oral statements, discussions and voting as originally planned for Aug 29 starting at 9.30am, with the reading of the ruling set for 3pm.

The judges on Thursday heard from two witnesses: Ms Paetongtarn and Chatchai Bangchuat, secretary-general of the National Security Council.

If found guilty, Ms Paetongtarn would become the third member of the Shinawatra family to be removed from office. Her father Thaksin was toppled in a 2006 coup, while her aunt Yingluck was ousted by the Constitutional Court in 2014, weeks before a military coup.

Ms Paetongtarn's immediate predecessor, Srettha Thavisin, was also dismissed by the court in 2023 for an ethics violation after he appointed a minister with a criminal past.

If Ms Paetongtarn is removed from office, the cabinet would also have to step down, setting off a new round of political instability.

Thursday's hearing came a day before another key court ruling -- this one involving Thaksin. He is charged with lese-majeste in connection with remarks he made in a 2015 interview about the coup the previous year.

Ethics complaint

The senators who filed the complaint against Ms Paetongtarn believe she violated constitutional provisions related to ethical behaviour of ministers with her handling of the phone call with Hun Sen.

An audio clip of the conversation about the border dispute between the two countries was released to the media on June 18, and Ms Paetongtarn was immediately put on the defensive.

She told a press conference that during the conversation she intended to take a gentle approach to dealing with Hun Sen as a negotiating strategy, for the protection of Thailand's sovereignty.

However, the complainants viewed that she failed to act properly in her capacity as prime minister. Her talk of personal and family relationships with Hun Sen gave the appearance of siding with Cambodia, they said. She also described the tough-talking commander of the Second Army Region as an adversary, and indicated she was ready to meet Cambodia's demands, the senators said.

The court suspended Ms Paetongtarn as prime minister on July 1 pending a ruling in the case.

Time of tension

The controversial phone call was made at a time when Thailand was restricting border crossings with Cambodia after a skirmish in a disputed area in Ubon Ratchathani in late May, which followed Cambodian incursions that started in April.

In early June Thailand cut border opening times and banned some groups from crossing, while Cambodia continued to accuse Thailand of invading its territory and opening fire on its soldiers.

Phnom Penh subsequently said it intended to bring border issues to the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which Thailand opposed.

Cambodia brought its claims to the ICJ on June 15, the same day of Ms Paetongtarn's phone call in which Hun Sen repeated his demand that border crossing restrictions be lifted.

Four days earlier, Ms Paetongtarn called on security agencies to match operating hours at border checkpoints with those of Cambodia to ease problems for border-crossers.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3090688/court-wraps-up-hearing-in-pms-phone-call-case



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        Preserved corpses at 'HIV temple' to be cremated
        Authorities will cremate more than 20 preserved corpses found at Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, long known for caring for people living with HIV/Aids, in Lop Buri on Saturday, following a public outcry over the temple's long-standing display of Aids patients' remains in its museum.

      

      
        Car-pawning scams broken up
        Police have made seven arrests in two separate cases in which people desperate for money were persuaded to pawn their cars, after which the scammers sold them off in Thailand and abroad. The damages exceeded 100 million baht.

      

      
        Court wraps up hearing in PM's phone call case
        The Constitutional Court on Thursday finished hearing testimony from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra about her leaked phone call with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, and confirmed it would announce its ruling on Aug 29 as scheduled.

      

      
        Answers sought about missing takraw bonus money
        A former Thai national sepak takraw player has spoken out on behalf of five younger compatriots who were promised bonuses of 2 million baht each for winning gold medals at the 2022 Asian Games but received only 100,000 baht each.

      

      
        5.4 earthquake off Myanmar felt in Bangkok
        A 5.4-magnitude earthquake was detected near the southern coast of Myanmar and felt in several parts of Bangkok on Thursday morning.

      

      
        Paetongtarn arrives to face court
        All eyes were on suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday as she appeared before the Constitutional Court over a leaked audio clip featuring herself and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen.

      

      
        Cambodian soldier injured stepping on own mine: Thai army
        An explosion near the Ta Kwai temple ruins in the northeastern province of Surin on Wednesday night resulted from a Cambodian soldier stepping on one of his army's own landmines, according to the Thai army.

      

      
        Car bomb injures three at southern security checkpoint
        NARATHIWAT: Three defence volunteers were injured when a car bomb was detonated at their security checkpoint in Tak Bai district of this southern border province on Wednesday night.

      

      
        Thai govt issues new rules for SIM cards
        The government has announced stricter measures for SIM card registration to combat rising online fraud, following cases in which criminals have exploited SIM-swap scams to steal from victims.

      

      
        Border fight shifts focus to machines
        The sharp decrease in Cambodian workers in Thailand is prompting local manufacturers to speed up plans to replace human labourers with machinery, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Preserved corpses at 'HIV temple' to be cremated                

                Acting supervisor seeks to restore stability as medical and financial probes continue
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                                Authorities will cremate more than 20 preserved corpses found at Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, long known for caring for people living with HIV/Aids, in Lop Buri on Saturday, following a public outcry over the temple's long-standing display of Aids patients' remains in its museum.
Phra Khru Suwat Kittisarn, named acting supervisor of the temple after Luang Phor Alongkot resigned as abbot, said on Thursday that relatives would be contacted where possible.

"If no families can be found, the temple will cremate the remains and record the names with the ashes to avoid future disputes," he added.

The resignation of Luang Phor Alongkot, who founded Wat Phra Bat Nam Phu, followed revelations about possible financial impropriety and mismanagement of public donations at the high-profile temple. 

The bodies, some preserved since 1992, were discovered during a recent inspection by officials from the Ministry of Public Health.

Human bones wrapped in white cloth were also found stored in large quantities, raising concerns under the Cemetery and Crematorium Act.

Thanakrit Jit-areerat, secretary to the health minister, said on Wednesday that the displays, originally intended as a lesson in impermanence, had to be brought into compliance with the law.

Mr Thanakrit said that authorities were reviewing whether the temple's decades-long medical activities fell outside its remit, as it was never formally licensed as a healthcare facility despite caring for hundreds of people living with HIV.

The National Health Security Office is also examining whether donations to the temple were used in line with their stated purposes, while a special committee has been formed to oversee its finances and assets during the transition, said Mr Thanakrit.

Donations to the temple have fallen sharply since Luang Phor Alongkot stepped down last week amid growing controversy about the preserved bodies in the temple museum, said Phra Khru Suwat.

Luang Phor Alongkot said he resigned to allow full transparency in investigations but admitted the temple, which spends at least 200,000 baht daily on patient care, is now facing financial strain.

Phra Khru Suwat said his immediate focus was restoring stability and improving facilities for more than 200 patients and staff still at the temple.

"The temple will continue its mission of compassion," he said. "But the cremation of the 20 bodies must now be carried out with dignity."

In related news, the Debsirin Alumni Association said it had removed Luang Phor Alongkot's name from its Hall of Fame after confirming he never studied at the school, despite years of being honoured as a distinguished alumnus.

The association admitted that it had failed to verify his record properly, stating that the monk's widely respected charitable work had led them to accept his background without question.


	Editorial: Hospice funds scandal takes toll
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                  Car-pawning scams broken up                

                Suspects tricked desperate people into pawning cars, then sold them off
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                                Police have made seven arrests in two separate cases in which people desperate for money were persuaded to pawn their cars, after which the scammers sold them off in Thailand and abroad. The damages exceeded 100 million baht.
The first case involved six people who divided up responsibilities into three two-person teams, Pol Maj Gen Kongkrit Lertsitthikun, commander of the Highway Police Division, said at a briefing on Thursday.

The first team targeted the victims, persuaded them to pawn their cars and then demanded redemption. The pawned cars would be sent to the second team who would sell them, with money transferred to bank accounts managed by the last team.

The cars were reportedly sold in black markets both inside and outside the country, police said.

The suspects were three women and three men, identified as Sumalee Phokudsri, Kwanjira Insri, Khanthong Hongsila, Weeranat Chaiyamongkol, Kreksan Insri and Suriya Thamthathod.

Police said the group ran the fake service on Facebook. One victim reported pawning a car still subject to hire-purchase payments for 77,000 baht, and  later being told to redeem the car by paying 90,000 baht which included interest.

The contact could not be reached after the payment was made, leaving the victim to pay monthly instalments for the missing car to an auto loan contractor, police said.

Police had been investigating the case for a month and found the scammers would target people who desperately wanted money. All of the pawned cars were covered by hire-purchase contracts, so the victims were reluctant to report the problem.

The network had operated for about eight years, causing damage totalling more than 100 million baht in about 40 provinces, police said.

An investor who masterminded the network was identified by police as "Sia Jo", who had records of illegal activities. Police are continuing their investigation.

[image: A policeman detains a suspect who involved in a car scam operation. (Photo: supplied/ Wassayos Ngamkham)]
A police officer detains one of the suspects in the car scam operation. (Photo: supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



The second arrest involved a suspect identified as Noppadon Nanthapak, in Nakhon Ratchasima.

In June, police were informed by a woman that Mr Noppadon had contacted her on Facebook and was trying to get closer to her in a romantic way. She said he told her he came from a high-profile family and worked as a loan broker, having many businesses in Khao Yai.

Out of trust, the victim said she pawned a car with Mr Noppadon and paid what he said was processing fees that totalled 150,000 baht. The suspect then sold the car for 31,000 baht, police said.

Police arrested him under a warrant and tracked down other cars he had sold. Five cars found in Nakhon Ratchasima, Phetchabun and Rayong were returned to his victims, police said.
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                  Court wraps up hearing in PM's phone call case                

                Closing statements due on Monday, Aug 29 ruling date confirmed
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                                The Constitutional Court on Thursday finished hearing testimony from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra about her leaked phone call with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen, and confirmed it would announce its ruling on Aug 29 as scheduled.
However, it ordered Ms Paetongtarn and the complainants -- a group of 36 senators -- to file their written closing statements on Monday, instead of next Wednesday, so that judges would have more time to prepare their ruling.

It scheduled oral statements, discussions and voting as originally planned for Aug 29 starting at 9.30am, with the reading of the ruling set for 3pm.

The judges on Thursday heard from two witnesses: Ms Paetongtarn and Chatchai Bangchuat, secretary-general of the National Security Council.

If found guilty, Ms Paetongtarn would become the third member of the Shinawatra family to be removed from office. Her father Thaksin was toppled in a 2006 coup, while her aunt Yingluck was ousted by the Constitutional Court in 2014, weeks before a military coup.

Ms Paetongtarn's immediate predecessor, Srettha Thavisin, was also dismissed by the court in 2023 for an ethics violation after he appointed a minister with a criminal past.

If Ms Paetongtarn is removed from office, the cabinet would also have to step down, setting off a new round of political instability.

Thursday's hearing came a day before another key court ruling -- this one involving Thaksin. He is charged with lese-majeste in connection with remarks he made in a 2015 interview about the coup the previous year.

Ethics complaint

The senators who filed the complaint against Ms Paetongtarn believe she violated constitutional provisions related to ethical behaviour of ministers with her handling of the phone call with Hun Sen.

An audio clip of the conversation about the border dispute between the two countries was released to the media on June 18, and Ms Paetongtarn was immediately put on the defensive.

She told a press conference that during the conversation she intended to take a gentle approach to dealing with Hun Sen as a negotiating strategy, for the protection of Thailand's sovereignty.

However, the complainants viewed that she failed to act properly in her capacity as prime minister. Her talk of personal and family relationships with Hun Sen gave the appearance of siding with Cambodia, they said. She also described the tough-talking commander of the Second Army Region as an adversary, and indicated she was ready to meet Cambodia's demands, the senators said.

The court suspended Ms Paetongtarn as prime minister on July 1 pending a ruling in the case.

Time of tension

The controversial phone call was made at a time when Thailand was restricting border crossings with Cambodia after a skirmish in a disputed area in Ubon Ratchathani in late May, which followed Cambodian incursions that started in April.

In early June Thailand cut border opening times and banned some groups from crossing, while Cambodia continued to accuse Thailand of invading its territory and opening fire on its soldiers.

Phnom Penh subsequently said it intended to bring border issues to the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which Thailand opposed.

Cambodia brought its claims to the ICJ on June 15, the same day of Ms Paetongtarn's phone call in which Hun Sen repeated his demand that border crossing restrictions be lifted.

Four days earlier, Ms Paetongtarn called on security agencies to match operating hours at border checkpoints with those of Cambodia to ease problems for border-crossers.
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                  Answers sought about missing takraw bonus money                

                Former national team star says Thai gold medal winners received only 5% of what was promised
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                                A former Thai national sepak takraw player has spoken out on behalf of five younger compatriots who were promised bonuses of 2 million baht each for winning gold medals at the 2022 Asian Games but received only 100,000 baht each.
The group that benefited from the deductions reportedly described them as a voluntary "gesture of goodwill" from the athletes, Suebsak "Joe" Phunsueb wrote on Facebook.

Sports fans have since questioned who received the remaining 95% of the bonus money and on what grounds, calling the deductions blatantly unfair to the athletes.

At the 2022 Asian Games, Thailand fielded 12 players across the team singles and team competitions (known in sepak takraw as team regu). Since only five players were used in the team singles, those athletes took part in both competitions.

After winning gold medals in both events, the five were told that 1.9 million baht from their singles event bonuses would be pooled into a central fund, described as a long-standing "tradition" and supposedly voluntary.

However, some athletes feared that refusing to contribute might affect their future selection for the national team, according to Suebsak.

He argued that this was a flawed practice that had been carried on for years and called on the authorities to take serious corrective action.

The Takraw Association of Thailand last year held a meeting, chaired by president Thana "Tom" Chaiprasit, on the issue of the "cuts" from the Asian Games 2022 athletes' bonuses.

Participants at the meeting voted to order the team manager and coaches involved to step down immediately. The association also confirmed knowledge of who had received the deducted money, but this information was not made public.

Suebsak's renewed attempt to get answers has reignited the controversy over whether Thailand's national athletes are truly being treated fairly.
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                  5.4 earthquake off Myanmar felt in Bangkok                

                Epicentre in Andaman Sea, no immediate reports of damage
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: The Earthquake Observation Division marks the epicentre of the earthquake in Myanmar on Thursday morning on a Google Map. (Photo: Earthquake Observation Division)]
                                              
                          The Earthquake Observation Division marks the epicentre of the earthquake in Myanmar on Thursday morning on a Google Map. (Photo: Earthquake Observation Division)                        

                                          

                  

                                A 5.4-magnitude earthquake was detected near the southern coast of Myanmar and felt in several parts of Bangkok on Thursday morning.
The earthquake occurred at 9.58am, measuring 5.4 on the Richter scale and centred 10 kilometres underground, according to the Earthquake Observation Division of the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD).

The epicentre was in the Andaman Sea, 211 kilometres southwest of Mae Sot district in Thailand's northern Tak province, said Natthawut Dandee, deputy director-general of the department and acting director of the Earthquake Observation Division.

According to the Department of Mineral Resources, the quake was attributed to a slip along the Sagaing Fault that runs north to south through the centre of Myanmar.

The active fault also caused the March 28 earthquake that sent strong tremors into Thailand, resulting in significant damage and fatalities in both countries.

People in Bangkok on Thursday reported via the TMD website that they felt dizzy, with some witnessing shaking lamps. Most of them were in buildings with more than 10 stories when the tremors were felt.

In Din Daeng district, shaking was felt inside a building housing Ministry of Labour offices, and workers fled outside.

One report from the 11th floor of the Prime Building in Klong Toey Nuea of Watthana district said the tremors were felt at around 10am for about 10 seconds.

Other reports of tremors being felt in the city came from Ratchathewi, Pathum Wan, Bang Kae, Huai Kwang, Phaya Thai, Bang Rak and Khlong San.

Santi Pailoplee, a Chulalongkorn University geology professor, said the quake was not serious and advised people not to panic. Thais would feel the tremors because the country is on a fault plate, he said.

"This quake did not forecast anything, it was normal activity by the fault," he added.

Amorn Pimanmas, president of the Thai Structural Engineers Association, said the slip occurred in different location from the 28 March earthquake.

It was much less serious but closer to Bangkok than in March, about 400-500 kilometres, which could affect some high buildings in the city, Mr Amorn said.

The soft clay layer in Bangkok can expand tremors by 3 to 4 times and create longitudinal waves, which affects high-rise buildings, he explained.

However, it has yet to affect the structures, so people should not panic about this quake and monitor the situation via reliable channels, he added.
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                  Paetongtarn arrives to face court                

                Suspended prime minister questioned about controversial conversation with Hun Sen
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                                All eyes were on suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday as she appeared before the Constitutional Court over a leaked audio clip featuring herself and former Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen.
The suspended premier, who turned 39 on Thursday, arrived at the court at 9.30am but made no comment to waiting reporters, some of whom wished her happy birthday, before going inside.

She was accompanied by her husband Pitak Suksawat, sister Pinthongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong, and Prommin Lertsuridej, secretary-general to the Prime Minister.

A monitor with a video feed from the courtroom -- a rare development for the Constitutional Court -- was set up outside the chamber for reporters to watch the proceedings. The hearing got under way at 10.30am.

Ms Paetongtarn answered judges' questions for around an hour and a half, but the court has issued an order barring any reporting of what was said during the hearing.

The court recorded video of the testimony but it was not made available on the public feed.

The court ordered the parties involved to submit their closing statements by Monday, Aug 25, instead of Aug 27 as scheduled earlier. It scheduled oral statements, discussions and voting as originally planned for Aug 29 starting at 9.30am, with the reading of the ruling set for 3pm.

Ms Paetongtarn was suspended from duty by the court on July 1 over the leaked recording of the private phone call with Hun Sen.

The complaint against the prime minister was filed by a group of 36 senators, who said she should be removed from office on ethical grounds for her handling of the phone call.

The conversation, which emerged on June 18 as border tensions flared into open hostilities, captured Ms Paetongtarn criticising the commander of the Second Army Region and appearing conciliatory towards Hun Sen's demands.

The clip, leaked by the Cambodian side, caused an uproar, with many Thais questioning her loyalty.

On Aug 14, Ms Paetongtarn submitted her defence to the court, in which she claimed the remarks she made to Hun Sen in the phone call were part of her negotiating technique, not an improper offer of favours.

Low profile

The prime minister had stayed out of the public eye on Wednesday, the day before she and National Security Council secretary-general Chatchai Bangchuad were due to testify.

Ms Paetongtarn's absence from public functions on Wednesday sparked fresh speculation about her political future. The Pheu Thai Party has repeatedly denied reports that she was considering resigning.

In the morning, she did not attend any activities in her capacity as culture minister, while later in the day, she was not seen at the ministry as scheduled.

On Tuesday, she took leave from the cabinet's weekly meeting for the second consecutive week.

Jatuporn Prompan, a leader of the United Front to Defend Thai Sovereignty and one of Ms Paetongtarn's most vocal critics, said a decent person would face the allegations head-on.

Quoting a Thai saying, Jatuporn said, "Genuine gold won't be damaged by fire."

He also dismissed rumours the court ruling in the case had already been settled in her favour by a 5-4 judges' vote.

Jatuporn warned, however, that both this case and the lese-majeste trial of former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, with a ruling due on Friday, will inevitably reshape the kingdom's politics.

[image: Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra stands in front of Constitutional Court judges as seen via a display at the Constitutional Court on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra stands in front of Constitutional Court judges, as seen on a live video feed set up outside the chamber by court officials on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)
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                  Cambodian soldier injured stepping on own mine: Thai army                

                Incident near temple ruins in Surin was not a rocket blast as rumoured, says army
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                                An explosion near the Ta Kwai temple ruins in the northeastern province of Surin on Wednesday night resulted from a Cambodian soldier stepping on one of his army's own landmines, according to the Thai army.
The Second Army Region denied speculation that the explosion resulted from a Cambodian rocket. It said people should not panic over online rumours but should rely on reports from its official channels.

Local media reported that the explosion was heard at about 8.50pm on Wednesday night.

The Ta Kwai temple ruins stand in Phanom Dong Rak district of Surin bordering Cambodia. It was a battlefield during recent border clashes that erupted after Cambodia staged indiscriminate rocket and shell attacks on Thai soil on July 24, killing several civilians.

The Thai army said that Cambodian soldiers laid many anti-personnel landmines to block Thai soldiers from reaching the Ta Kwai temple ruins before a truce was set to take effect at midnight on July 28. The truce was subsequently formalised in ceasefire agreement reached on Aug 7.

After the truce began, Thailand complained that Cambodia violated it repeatedly, and that landmines laid on the Thai soil were a violation of the ceasefire agreement.

Thirteen Thai soldiers have been injured, with five of them each losing a leg, in five landmine explosions since July 16, according to the army.

The Thai military this week found videos on a phone abandoned by a Cambodian soldier, which show Cambodian soldiers laying anti-personnel landmines in the Phu Makua area of Si Sa Ket province.

Both Thailand and Cambodia are signatories of the Ottawa Treaty that bans the use of anti-personnel landmines.
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                  Car bomb injures three at southern security checkpoint                

                Two suspects flee on motorcycle after incident in Tak Bai, Narathiwat
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                                NARATHIWAT: Three defence volunteers were injured when a car bomb was detonated at their security checkpoint in Tak Bai district of this southern border province on Wednesday night.
						

							
						
The car was driven into sandbags at the security checkpoint in Ban Khok Mafuang village in tambon Sala Mai and then exploded at 8.17pm on Wednesday.

Officials said black Toyota Yaris that carried the bomb may have been using fake licence plates.

Security volunteers at the checkpoint saw two suspects fleeing the scene on a motorcycle.

Three defence volunteers were injured. One of them suffered hearing difficulties after the explosion.

CCTV video showed a suspect arriving in the car near the checkpoint. He apparently shifted the gear lever to the drive position and jumped out of the vehicle as it rolled toward the checkpoint.

The suspect then got on the approaching motorcycle of an accomplice. When the car hit the sandbags in front of the checkpoint, the pillion rider appeared to detonate the bomb.

Security personnel opened fired as the two suspects fled the scene.

[image: Parts of the exploded car were left at the scene. (Police photo)]
Parts of the exploded car were left at the scene in Tak Bai. (Police photo)
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                  Thai govt issues new rules for SIM cards                
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                                The government has announced stricter measures for SIM card registration to combat rising online fraud, following cases in which criminals have exploited SIM-swap scams to steal from victims.
Deputy government spokesman Anukool Pruksanusak said the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) will implement Liveness Detection technology nationwide, effective from Aug 18.

The system will apply to all new mobile subscribers, both prepaid and post-paid, as well as existing users replacing SIM cards while keeping the same number. The technology verifies identity in real time through facial recognition, similar to banking applications. This prevents scammers from using photos, videos or 3D masks to impersonate others, a loophole that previously enabled fraudulent SIM registration, he said.

Mobile users must register in person or through applications provided by service operators, service centres, authorised dealers and retail outlets. All documents must be original and valid. Thai nationals must present their national ID card, foreigners a passport, and corporate users a company certificate, along with authorised signatory identification. Operators are required to protect personal data in line with NBTC regulations and the Personal Data Protection Act.

"The government is urgently tackling cybercrime to protect the public," he said. "These measures will reduce risks linked to phone numbers and create a safer digital society," he said.
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                                The sharp decrease in Cambodian workers in Thailand is prompting local manufacturers to speed up plans to replace human labourers with machinery, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
The number of Cambodian workers who returned home as a result of the ongoing Thai-Cambodian territorial conflict caused concern in several industries, including construction and agribusiness, as many employees made a swift decision without advance notice, noted the federation.

"We expect this labour shortage to have only a short-term impact," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

"Many factories are adjusting by hiring more migrant workers from other countries, including Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos."

The government can help by signing more memorandums of understanding with neighbouring countries to import more foreign workers, he said.

For the long term, Mr Kriengkrai said companies can adapt to fewer labourers by investing more in automation, enabling them to cut costs and enhance production efficiency.

Thailand has roughly 3 million migrant workers from Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia, including some without work licences. Workers from Myanmar account for more than 2.9 million of such labourers.

"The FTI wants the government to negotiate with Myanmar and Laos to import more legal workers to work in key business sectors, especially construction, food processing and agriculture, to replace Cambodian workers," he said.

"We think it is difficult to restore diplomatic ties with Cambodia at this moment."

The FTI is monitoring the impact of the territorial conflict on Thai companies operating businesses in Cambodia.

Cambodian workers are needed in labour-intensive industries, including production of garments and shoes.

The conflict between Thailand and Cambodia was among the negative factors that dented business confidence, causing the Thai Industries Sentiment Index to decrease to 86.6 points in July, the lowest level since October 2024, according to the FTI. The index tallied 87.7 points in June when the dispute seriously affected border trade and sparked grave concern among local manufacturers who were unsure of the amount of time it would take to settle the dispute.
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                                BRUSSELS (BELGIUM) - Details of a US-EU trade deal published Thursday showed Brussels secured a tariff reduction for cars exported to the United States but failed to win a reprieve for its cherished wine sector.
US President Donald Trump and EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen clinched a framework accord in July for most EU exports to face a 15-percent US levy.

But many aspects remained unclear, as the EU sought to win carve-outs for some sectors and Trump threatened higher tariffs on others.

A joint statement Thursday brought some clarity, although negotiations are not over as the EU said it would seek more tariff reductions.

The "maximum, all-inclusive" 15-percent rate would apply to the vast majority of European exports, including cars, pharmaceuticals, semiconductors and lumber, the EU said.

"This is the most favourable trade deal the US has extended to any partner," EU trade commissioner Maros Sefcovic told a press conference in Brussels, explaining the levy will not come on top of existing tariffs.

In recent weeks Trump had raised the possibility of additional tariffs hitting certain sectors such as pharmaceuticals, which account for 20 percent of the EU's exports to the United States, and semiconductors.

- Bison and wine -

Sefcovic said he was confident that the rate for cars, which is lower than the current 27.5 percent, will apply retroactively from August 1, having received assurances on the matter from his US counterpart.

But this will happen only once the EU introduces legislation to eliminate its own tariffs on US industrial products, something Sefcovic said the commission was "working very hard" on.

The 15-percent rate will also apply to wine and spirits despite a push by France, Italy and other wine-making countries to win a zero tariff exemption.

"Unfortunately, here we didn't succeed," Sefcovic said, adding negotiations would continue. "These doors are not closed forever".

The French wine exporters federation said it was "hugely disappointed".

"We are certain that this will create major difficulties for the wines and spirits sector," said the head of the wine and spirits federation FEVS Gabriel Picard.

Christophe Chateau, a spokesman for a group representing Bordeaux wine producers, described this as "bad news" -- but better than the worst case scenario, with Trump that had at one point threatened tariffs as high as 200 percent.

"It further hinders the trade and export of Bordeaux wines to the United States," which is by far their largest market, Chateau told AFP.

French trade minister Laurent Saint-Martin said his government would seek "additional exemptions" in the trade deal.

Under the agreement, the EU committed to significantly improving market access to a range of US seafood and agricultural goods, including tree nuts, dairy products, fruits, vegetables, pork and bison meat.

On the other hand, a special more favourable regime will apply as of September 1 to a number of EU exports to the US including "unavailable natural resources" such as cork, all aircraft and aircraft parts and generic pharmaceuticals.

These would effectively face a "zero or close to zero" rate, the commission said.

"This is not the end of the process, we continue to engage with the US to agree more tariff reductions, to identify more areas of cooperation, and to create more economic growth potential," said commission chief Ursula von der Leyen.
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                                Amid intensifying global and domestic challenges, Krungsri is reaffirming its commitment to advancing Thailand's economy by deepening strategic partnerships with MUFG, clients, and partners through its three-pronged strategies for long-term success. Meanwhile, MUFG sees Thailand a key growth market, with opportunity for industry reforming.
Speaking at the Krungsri-MUFG Business Forum 2025, held on occasion of Krungsri's 80th anniversary, Kenichi Yamato, president and CEO of Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri) said that "In today's environment, marked by trade tensions, climate changes, demographic shifts, and geopolitical instability, collaboration at both national and regional levels, presents an opportunity for Thailand to rise above uncertainty. For over 80 years, Krungsri has stood by Thai businesses and communities--navigating challenges, embracing transformation, and growing together. In strategic partnership with MUFG, we are committed to driving sustainable growth across the region and enabling our customers to achieve long term success amid uncertainty.

The day-long event opened with the final round of the Krungsri ESG Awards transition plan presentation and the Krungsri ESG Academy, recognising forward-thinking efforts in sustainable business. These initiatives reflect Krungsri's commitment to empowering enterprises with innovative financial tools and a comprehensive approach to sustainability that extends beyond conventional ESG frameworks. Through the Krungsri ESG Showcases, Thai companies demonstrated how they are successfully embedding sustainability into core operations.

Krungsri's senior executives also delivered a series of ESG talks outlining the bank's roadmap to support customers in their transition to greener and more socially responsible practices. The presentation of ESG Academy Certificates reinforced Krungsri's dedication to equipping businesses with the knowledge, frameworks, and financial support to make sustainability an integral part of their strategies.

In the afternoon, the Business Forum under the theme 'Thriving to Sustianable Future' featured keynote speeches and panel discussions addressed critical issues including industrial transformation, climate change legislation, and regional competitiveness. Among the notable speakers were Mr Kanetsugu Mike, Chairman of MUFG.
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In his opening remarks, Mr Mike commended Krungsri on its 80-year journey, noting that the 12-year partnership between Krungsri and MUFG has grown into a strong, family-like relationship. He reaffirmed MUFG's commitment to sustainable development and regional resilience, emphasizing that strengthening the Asia-Pacific business, with Thailand as a strategic hub, remains a top priority under MUFG's Medium-term Business Plan (FY2024-FY2026).

Mr Kanetsugu Mike, Chairman of MUFG, also underlined the importance of long-term structural transformation, saying that "Tariffs remain significant for foreign investors, but many are now looking beyond tax structures," Mr Mike said. "The focus has shifted to industrial policy and infrastructure. Thailand's strong manufacturing base and diverse capabilities position it well. This is an opportunity to view tariff pressures as a catalyst for deeper structural reform."

"MUFG continues to view Thailand as a key growth market," said Mr Mike. "MUFG's global network and M&A expertise can help Thai businesses navigate tariff-related challenges through strategic restructuring and business matching."

MUFG's revenue from international banking business represents at 60%, of which 45% contributing from Asia-Pacific. Of which 50% of the regional income come from the Thai market or Krungsri.

"MUFG's approach to green transformation emphasises engagement over divestment," Mr Mike added.

"We do not believe in abandoning carbon-intensive businesses," Mr Mike said. "Instead, we engage and help them transform into carbon-neutral companies. Each region such as Asia and Europe, has different needs, so our policies must be tailored accordingly."

MUFG is also investing in data centers to support AI development, viewing it as a long-term strategy to enhance digital infrastructure across Asia.
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Mr Akanat Promphan, Industry Minister, highlighted the intense and rapid changes occurring in the world and proposed a strategy for industrial reform to drive Thailand's economy forward, rather than merely reacting to challenges. He emphasised the need to address low-quality businesses, such as 'zero-baht tour businesses,' and the import of substandard goods. At the same time, he advocated for promoting Thai products and adapting to new global trade regulations. The Ministry is committed to fostering innovation and high-value industries, as well as adjusting investment promotion measures and the national energy plan to build a future of rapid and stable growth."
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Dr.Phirun Saiyasitpanich, Director General of the Department of Climate Change and Environment, provided an update on the draft Climate Change Act, which is Thailand's first law directly related to carbon. The Act aims to facilitate a fair transition to a low-carbon economy. Key provisions include setting a carbon neutrality target by 2050 (Net Zero GHG by 2065), mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reporting for large legal entities, and the establishment of carbon pricing mechanisms such as an Emissions Trading System (ETS) and carbon tax. It also includes the development of a carbon market and a climate fund to support business transitions.
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Dr. Somkiat Tangkitvanich, President of the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI), analysed three key factors impacting the Thai economy: a new wave of trade wars, disruptions from AI, and climate change. He pointed out that the 19% U.S. tariff rate will reduce global trade and pose challenges for Thai exports, while warning of an influx of Chinese goods. He recommended that Thailand open up its economy, reduce high import quotas and tariffs, enforce product standards, and combat illegal trade to enhance competitiveness. Additionally, he emphasised the urgency of adapting to climate change impacts and encouraged businesses to adopt environmentally friendly practices.

[image: ]



Mari Elka Pangestu, Indonesian President's Special Envoy and former MD of Development Policy and Partnership at World Bank, addressed global uncertainties, including the decline of multilateralism and ongoing trade wars. She analysed the impact of the Trump 2.0 tariffs on the ASEAN economy and raised concerns about rules of origin and the 'laundering' of Chinese goods. She advised ASEAN to avoid retaliation against trade policies and instead pursue constructive bilateral negotiations with the United States. She also emphasised the importance of reaffirming multilateralism and strengthening resilience both domestically and regionally through structural reforms and deeper economic integration.
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During the discussion panel under the topic Strategic Growth through Innovation in Global Sustainable Finance, panelist share their perspective for forward thinking on how Thai and global corporate drive sustainability through sustainable finance.

Mr Hideaki Takase, CSO & Chief Sustainability Officer of MUFG, stated: "MUFG is committed to a strategy that drives social and environmental progress, aiming for carbon neutrality by 2050 through both direct and indirect financing. Achieving carbon neutrality for the bank depends on reducing emissions from its clients, which is why we prioritise communication with governments and support clients in their transition. MUFG has set a target to provide Y=1 trillion in sustainable finance by 2030, with approximately 20% focused on ASEAN."

Mr Prakob Phiencharoen, Head of Corporate and Investment Banking Group, Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri), added: "Demand for ESG loans in the Thai market is growing, with sustainable finance now accounting for 6% of the bank's total lending. The main challenges include cost-benefit analysis, the ability to finance new technologies, and most importantly, executive commitment. Krungsri continues to transform its organisation toward Net-Zero, driven by leadership commitment, and emphasises that ESG is not optional, it is a strategic path to enhance competitiveness."

Mr Paroche Hutacharoen, Bond Market Advisor, Public Debt Management Office (PDMO), Ministry of Finance, said: "The PDMO plays a proactive role in addressing climate and social challenges by issuing sustainability bonds. Nearly THB 500 billion in Sustainability Bonds have been issued for social and environmental projects, and we've pioneered Sustainability-Linked Bonds (SLBs) with clear KPIs, such as a 30% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030. Success stems from creating win-win scenarios for all stakeholders, building bond scale, and maintaining liquidity to attract investors. The PDMO also supports other state enterprises in these efforts."

Mr Colin Chen, Head of ESG Finance, Asia Pacific, MUFG Bank, concluded the discussion by emphasising the urgency of collective action and the need to act now, stressing that successful solutions depend on active engagement and listening to clients
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Mr Thammasak Sethaudom, President and CEO of Siam Cement Group (SCG), graciously shared SCG's strategy for sustainable growth amid economic slowdown and tariff barriers. He emphasised that 'green' projects must be competitive by balancing environmental goals with cost reduction. SCG has invested in carbon-reducing technologies such as bioenergy and low-carbon cement production, which help lower greenhouse gas emissions while also cutting costs. He also highlighted the importance of adapting to climate change impacts and adopting a participatory approach by supporting SMEs in the supply chain in their transition toward sustainability."
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Mr Yamato reflected on the bank's evolution from its roots in Ayutthaya to becoming Thailand's fifth-largest financial institution, serving more than 19 million customers across ASEAN.

"Krungsri was born in Ayutthaya and has weathered major economic challenges, including the Tom Yum Goong financial crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic, which tested the resilience of economies and societies worldwide," he continued. "These experiences have strengthened our ability to navigate complex challenges such as geopolitical tensions, rapid technological change, and climate risks.

"To thrive in today's fast-changing environment, Krungsri will focus on three key strategies for long-term success," Mr Yamato explained. "First, we are strengthening our core banking operations and deepening regional partnerships by leveraging MUFG's global network to support national priorities and unlock cross-border growth across ASEAN. Second, we are driving digital innovation through investments in AI-powered technologies and next-generation platforms that extend beyond traditional financial services, underpinned by a robust risk management framework to ensure sustainable customer growth. Third, we are advancing sustainability by embedding it into every part of our business. With a net-zero emissions target by 2030, Krungsri is committed to expanding financial support for social and sustainable finance projects to 250 billion baht by 2030, reinforcing our role in Thailand's green economic transition."

Mr. Yamato added, "Today's event reflects our unwavering commitment to walking alongside our customers on their journey of growth and transformation. By fostering strategic partnerships, driving continuous innovation, and embracing sustainability in all its forms, not just ESG, we aim to empower businesses to succeed amid an ever-evolving and challenging global landscape."

"Thailand is a very important market for MUFG," Mr Mike said. "Our partnership with Krungsri enables us to support sustainable growth in a healthy way."

"As Krungsri turns 80, we remain deeply committed to growing alongside Thai society, industries, and our customers," Mr Yamato added. "We believe in Thailand's future and will do our utmost to help it thrive."
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                                Thailand's e-commerce sector continues to grow due to intensifying market competition, fuelled by rising video commerce and competition in providing faster delivery times.
YouTube Shopping recently celebrated its first anniversary in Thailand and the first anniversary of its partnership with Shopee in the Thai market.

This partnership has contributed to a surge of more than 400% in its shopping-related viewing time.

Additionally, 35% of eligible creators have signed up to its affiliate programme.

"We are building the next growth path for creators, who have become the most influential drivers of culture, connection, and commerce," said Sapna Chadha, vice-president of Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier at Google, the owner of YouTube.

There are 1,300 YouTube channels in Thailand that have over 1 million subscribers, a 30% increase over the number of channels falling into this category last year, highlighting the thriving creator ecosystem.

YouTube launched YouTube Shopping in Thailand in October last year, making Thailand the fourth market in the world and the second within Southeast Asia.

YouTube Shopping is now an integral part of the shopping journey, with overall video commerce platforms in Southeast Asia quadrupling in size over the past two years, now making up 20% of all e-commerce transactions in the region.

YouTube continues to invest in artificial intelligence (AI) tools, such as Gemini, to help creators bring ideas to life, empowering their creative journey.

Ms Chadha cited an Ipsos survey that revealed that online users are 98% more likely to trust the recommendations of creators on YouTube, compared to any other social platform. The rate of trust in Thailand specifically stood at 83%.

"This trust inspires action and purchasing confidence, making creators not just entertainers, but powerful and trusted advisors," she added.

YouTube also supports different formats and screens, from quick Shorts on mobile phones to long form videos on TV.

Ms Chadha added that YouTube has seen growth in its TV viewership double over the last three years.

The YouTube Partner Program, launched in Thailand in 2014, has established a sustainable pathway for creators to monetise their content. Globally, YouTube paid more than US$70 billion to creators, artists, and media companies during the period 2021-2023.

Mukpim Anantachai, head of YouTube Partnerships in Thailand, said that with one-third of eligible creators earning even more from the YouTube Shopping affiliate programme, it shows that creators see the power of integrating commerce and content.

"The first year was about building the foundations. In the years to come we aim to attract more creators to participate in the programme," she added.

YouTube has introduced new features to make creating shopping content easier, including Stickers on Shorts, which adds an engaging visual pop-up to tagged products for instant shopping.

Another feature is Timestamps, which show shopping tags precisely at the moment products are showcased, and a new Chrome Extension allows creators to easily save products from Shopee to tag in their videos later.

Kongkrit Lawlertratana, head of marketing commercial at Shopee Thailand, said the impact of the YouTube Shopping-Shopee partnership enabled participating brands to achieve 1.7 times traffic growth, 1.6 times buyer number growth, and 3.3 times sales growth in the first half of 2025.

YouTube buyers are a unique addition to Shopee, with 60% of male users aged over 25, and 40% based in Bangkok.

Top products among males are mobile accessories, home improvement, and motorcycle spare parts, while those among females are skincare, kitchen and dining and laundry supplies.

Shopee is also focusing on increasing the speed of delivery times. It has offered instant delivery within four hours on the same day by leveraging its ShopeeFood riders. It also offers next day delivery in Bangkok to serve a new trend among shoppers.

E-commerce has now penetrated 95% of Thai internet users and generates 875 billion baht in gross merchandise value (GMV).

Thailand e-commerce still has an opportunity for growth as it accounts for only 12-14% of the total retail sector, compared to China, where it accounts for 25% of that country's total retail sector.

In terms of growth, local online shopping is projected to grow by over 9% in 2026, while offline retail is expected to expand 4%, said Mr Kongkrit.

In another development, Shopee recently announced an increase in the sales transaction fee imposed on merchants within a range of 0.6-1%, depending on the product category.

It has also introduced a 1 baht per order Platform Infrastructure Fee. The two rates will be effective as of mid-September.

Mr Kongkrit said the increasing transaction fee of e-commerce operators would be reinvested in order to enhance their operations.

Meanwhile, TikTok announced a new policy for sellers. For orders placed on business days before noon, orders must be shipped on the same day. This new policy will be effective as of Oct 1.

Paul Srivorakul, group chief executive of aCommerce, told the Bangkok Post that Shopee is competing fiercely with TikTok.

Shopee increasing the transaction fee now as brands are planning for their 2026 budget is making brands shift a greater proportion of their budget to TikTok, he noted.

He expects an acceleration in growth of TikTok shops at the expense of Lazada and Shopee in 2026.

According to research house Momentum Works, the GMV of e-commerce in Thailand in 2024 was $23.5 billion, of which Shopee held a 51% share, Lazada a 25% share and TikTok a 24% share.
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                                Viriyah Insurance, Thailand's largest motor insurer, is planning to increase health insurance premiums by 20% for children and 10% for general policyholders from next year, citing a sharp rise in medical inflation and higher loss ratios.
Assistant managing director Thavikan Techataveesup said the medical inflation and higher loss ratios are especially noticeable for paediatric claims, with inflation in some cases exceeding 200%.

The company also expects to introduce co-payment health insurance plans next year to help manage rising healthcare costs, she said.

Viriyah's insurance portfolio continues to grow faster than the industry average, despite a broader economic slowdown, said Mrs Thavikan.

The health insurance segment expanded by around 10% this year, supported by heightened health awareness and the need for diversified healthcare coverage.

Viriyah has more than 1 million active policies, primarily in motor insurance, along with around 40,000 health insurance policies and 100,000 accident insurance policies.

The company's motor insurance business continues to outperform the industry thanks to strong customer confidence and service quality, Mrs Thavikan said.

Meanwhile, Viriyah's travel insurance business posted growth of more than 20%, with policy values reaching 2-3 billion baht as consumers increasingly recognise travel-related risks such as flight delays, baggage loss, war and natural disasters.

In addition to strengthening its core businesses, Viriyah continues to expand its lifestyle benefits programme under the "Viriyah Privileges" platform.

The latest campaign, "A Trip to the Ancient City: A Memorable Experience", offers customers exclusive access to Muang Boran (The Ancient City), aiming to enhance value for customers and create incentives to purchase insurance policies.

Policyholders who register via Viriyah's Line Official account can enjoy free admission (one ticket per policy) or receive a 50% discount on adult tickets for up to five people. The campaign runs until March 31, 2026.

"Muang Boran has been extensively renovated, offering new family-friendly attractions, beautiful photo spots, and dedicated event spaces that match lifestyle trends," said Mrs Thavikan.

"We believe this campaign provides meaningful added value beyond insurance coverage."

Viriyah has built a wide network of more than 80 brand partners across 2,800 outlets nationwide, spanning transport, food and beverage, travel, healthcare, beauty, entertainment, retail and digital platforms.

The company expects more than 100,000 customers to take advantage of Viriyah Privileges over the next year.

"Our goal is not only to provide protection through insurance policies, but also to deliver experiences and lifestyle benefits that truly enhance the value we offer to our customers," she said.
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                                The sharp decrease in Cambodian workers in Thailand is prompting local manufacturers to speed up plans to replace human labourers with machinery, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
The number of Cambodian workers who returned home as a result of the ongoing Thai-Cambodian territorial conflict caused concern in several industries, including construction and agribusiness, as many employees made a swift decision without advance notice, noted the federation.

"We expect this labour shortage to have only a short-term impact," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

"Many factories are adjusting by hiring more migrant workers from other countries, including Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos."

The government can help by signing more memorandums of understanding with neighbouring countries to import more foreign workers, he said.

For the long term, Mr Kriengkrai said companies can adapt to fewer labourers by investing more in automation, enabling them to cut costs and enhance production efficiency.

Thailand has roughly 3 million migrant workers from Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia, including some without work licences. Workers from Myanmar account for more than 2.9 million of such labourers.

"The FTI wants the government to negotiate with Myanmar and Laos to import more legal workers to work in key business sectors, especially construction, food processing and agriculture, to replace Cambodian workers," he said.

"We think it is difficult to restore diplomatic ties with Cambodia at this moment."

The FTI is monitoring the impact of the territorial conflict on Thai companies operating businesses in Cambodia.

Cambodian workers are needed in labour-intensive industries, including production of garments and shoes.

The conflict between Thailand and Cambodia was among the negative factors that dented business confidence, causing the Thai Industries Sentiment Index to decrease to 86.6 points in July, the lowest level since October 2024, according to the FTI. The index tallied 87.7 points in June when the dispute seriously affected border trade and sparked grave concern among local manufacturers who were unsure of the amount of time it would take to settle the dispute.
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                                Despite the 19% US tariff on Thai goods, the sauce manufacturer Kosol-Ampa Co Ltd is concerned about potential trade uncertainties, including barriers imposed on Brics member countries.
Although Thailand is only a Brics partner country, Krit Kongchayasukkawat, deputy managing director of Kosol-Ampa, based in Chon Buri province, is concerned some countries might add trade barriers for Brics countries, which would impact Thai exports.

Last year exports accounted for 40% of the company's sales.

The US is the main export market, accounting for 47% of export sales in 2024, followed by Australia, New Zealand, Europe and Canada.

The 19% tariff on Thai goods may increase retail prices in the US by US$1-2 per bottle, and the company expects higher prices to impact American retail consumers.

However, among Asian consumers in the US, who already face rising prices on imported goods, the effect may be less as they will continue to use chilli sauce.

Mr Krit said Thailand's reciprocal tariff rate is slightly better than the 20% imposed on Vietnamese products. However, Vietnam enjoys advantages in production costs, such as cheaper labour, allowing it to export condiments to the US, set the same retail price as Thai products, but enjoy higher margins.

To stay competitive in the US, the company plans to highlight the safety and quality of its ingredients.

The company aims to promote the versatility of its products -- not only as dipping sauces but also as condiments for cooking, such as using chilli sauce in sukiyaki broth.

Kosol-Ampa is pushing into the Australian and New Zealand markets, partly due to uncertainty over trade tariffs.

In Australia, the company sees growth potential because of the large Asian population, including Thais, which supports demand through Asian grocery stores.

Mr Krit urged the government to closely monitor the influx of Chinese goods, warning that some may be re-exported from Thailand without proper regulation. Such practices could damage Thai exports if foreign authorities impose penalties or tariffs on Thai products.

He also expressed concern over the government's plan to raise the daily minimum wage, saying higher wages would inevitably push up product prices.

"It is okay to raise the minimum wage if the economy is strong. But now the economy is weak and the government is unstable," he said.

Earlier this year, local media reported that the Excise Department was considering a salt tax based on the sodium content in food products.

Mr Krit said there has been no clear guideline or public hearing on the proposal so far, but he speculated that the company's products would likely not fall under the scope of this tax.
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                                Chinese media users in Thailand are quietly transforming into one of the country's most powerful consumer groups, wielding both cultural influence and financial muscle, according to a new survey.
For Thai brands, this shift presents a rare opportunity to tap into a highly engaged, big-spending audience whose preferences can accelerate growth, strengthen visibility and open new channels of cross-border influence.

The survey, conducted from March 13-20 by EternityX Marketing Technology and iResearch, a business research firm, interviewed 800 people in Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia. The respondents were all long-term residents or citizens with Chinese roots who actively use Chinese digital platforms.

The findings highlight Chinese media users in Thailand as a fast-growing, digitally savvy, and culturally influential group. Nearly half (47%) spend more than US$7,000 (about 231,000 baht) a year on premium products, higher than respondents in Singapore (42%) and Malaysia (43%).

Their purchasing behaviour and lifestyle orientation are increasingly shaping market trends, creating significant opportunities for Thai businesses, noted the survey.

"This consumer group has become 'aspiration trailblazers', pioneers of lifestyle trends," said Charlene Ree, chief executive and founder of EternityX.

"They are lifestyle-oriented, digitally connected and highly influenced by social media. Businesses can no longer afford to overlook their impact."

Deric Wong, global chief business officer at EternityX, said these consumers represent more than just buying power.

"They are a cultural bridge, an economic driver and a tech-native generation redefining how businesses approach Southeast Asia," he said. "If you win their hearts in Thailand, you gain an unpaid media army back in China."

Thailand emerged as the region's strongest hub for Chinese platforms, with 78% of users engaging daily, compared with 70% in Singapore and 71% in Malaysia. Their decisions are heavily shaped by social influence, with key opinion leaders, peer reviews and influencer campaigns often outweighing traditional advertising.

In terms of preferences, alcoholic beverages, cosmetics and electronics top their shopping lists. Payment flexibility is also essential. Up to 54% prefer brands that accept Chinese payment platforms, while 11% abandon purchases if such options are missing. WeChat Pay, already adopted by 45% of users in Thailand, exemplifies this shift.

This spending power is further fuelled by a surge in Chinese investment, both from mainland China and Taiwan, amounting to 109 billion baht in 2024, a 43.1% increase, creating more than 30,000 jobs.

Chinese buyers also account for 10.8% of condo ownership in Thailand, and the number of Chinese students in Thai universities grew by 455% between 2013 and 2023.

EternityX found promotions in simplified Chinese were able to raise purchasing intent by 43%, underscoring the importance of cultural adaptation.

"Translation alone is not enough, it must be emotionally resonant and culturally connected," said Mr Wong. "Thai brands must stay true to their identity while tailoring content to Chinese digital formats and respecting Chinese digital culture and its restrictions on exaggerated claims."

Some Thai brands are already capitalising. Mistine became China's top sunscreen brand on Tmall, capturing a 34% market share through anime-inspired packaging and influencer-driven campaigns. Premium skincare brand Harnn boosted exports to China by 24% in 2023 by highlighting Thai jasmine oil as "more precious than gold".

Despite a slowdown in Chinese tourist arrivals, EternityX sees long-term promise. "They are not just a niche. They are Thailand's next growth engine," said Mr Wong.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3090333/chinese-media-users-wielding-greater-influence-in-thailand



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Analysts project 2 more interest rate cuts                

                Risks are starting  to amass
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Analysts expect the Bank of Thailand to make two more rate cuts by the first quarter of 2026 to stimulate the economy, which is facing several headwinds.]
                                              
                          Analysts expect the Bank of Thailand to make two more rate cuts by the first quarter of 2026 to stimulate the economy, which is facing several headwinds.                        

                                          

                  

                                Analysts increasingly expect the Bank of Thailand to make two more interest rate cuts by the first quarter of 2026 to reduce the policy rate to 1%, aiming to revitalise the economy as economic and political risks accumulate.
Accelerated public spending and resilient exports helped to prop up second-quarter GDP, which expanded above the consensus forecast to 2.8% year-on-year, while first-half GDP growth was 3%, said KGI Securities (Thailand).

However, economic momentum should fade significantly in the second half, said Rakpong Chaisuparakul, senior vice-president of the brokerage.

"Based on actual readings for the first six months and our 2025 GDP projection of 1.9%, we calculate GDP growth could slow significantly to 0.9% year-on-year in the second half given a higher base effect from government spending and a more visible effect from the US reciprocal tariff as the front-loaded effect dissipates," he said.

The Constitutional Court is scheduled to rule on Aug 29 on the audio clip case involving Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Cambodian leader Hun Sen. On Sept 9, the Supreme Court is set to rule on a case regarding the health conditions of ex-premier Thaksin Shinawatra.

Another important case being considered by the National Anti-Corruption Commission seeks to determine whether the current government improperly allocated the 2025 budget to fund the controversial digital wallet stimulus, according to KGI.

With a projected economic slowdown in the second half and the fluid political situation in the weeks ahead, Mr Rakpong said KGI economists maintain their forecast of a policy rate reduction to 1%, down 50 basis points (bps) by the end of the year.

Kuala Lumpur-based Maybank said despite encouraging signs in the first six months in terms of private investment, public investment and public consumption have started to taper as favourable base effects wear off.

Thai GDP growth is expected to slow to 1.7% in the second half "as headwinds gather", Maybank said in a research note jointly prepared by head of macro research Erica Tay.

"US tariff differentials with Asian competitors, as well as temporarily-adrift domestic politics, could slow the roll-out of investment commitments," said Maybank.

"Border tensions with Cambodia have affected provincial tourism, disrupted foreign labour supply, and hurt cross-border production networks spread across both nations."

Maybank maintained its Thai GDP growth forecast at 2.3% for 2025 and 2% next year.

"With an increasingly sluggish inflation outlook, we now expect the Bank of Thailand to ease once in the first quarter of next year by 25bps in addition to a 25bps cut in this year's fourth quarter, bringing the policy rate to 1% by year-end 2026," said the banking and investment conglomerate.

BofA Securities anticipates Thai headline inflation to remain subdued due to declining raw food prices, while energy prices continue a downward trend.

"The policy rate outlook should be guided primarily by economic and inflation trends, which we still expect to remain weak, signalling the need for further cuts," said emerging Asia economist Pipat Luengnaruemitchai.

"We maintain our forecast for two more rate cuts by the first quarter of 2026, bringing the rate to at least 1%."
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                                True Corporation has deployed its AI-CODC (cell outage detection and compensation) system, an artificial intelligence-powered solution for monitoring and managing base station signals, aiming to enhance the performance and stability of networks along the Thai-Cambodian border.
Operating in real time under unattended conditions, the AI-CODC system is designed for special control areas that are difficult or impossible for network engineers to access due to the ongoing border conflict.

The system ensures people in the area continue to receive high-quality communication services without interruption.

Despite tensions along several border provinces, True remains committed to maintaining network services and base station operations, so that customers can rely on consistent and efficient connectivity.

The system functions as a self-healing network, utilising AI to automatically monitor and manage networks in real time without requiring manual intervention, according to the company.

In cases where a base station experiences issues or outages, the system automatically adjusts beams from neighbouring base stations to compensate for coverage gaps.

This ensures continuous service availability while reducing the need for engineers to enter high-risk areas, thereby safeguarding personnel while maintaining reliable service quality for local communities.

"Providing uninterrupted service is our primary focus. Implementing AI-CODC to manage networks in high-risk border provinces reflects our commitment to delivering high-performance, reliable services nationwide, even under the most challenging circumstances," said Prathet Tankuranun, chief technology and information security officer at True.

"We are continuing to ensure the safety of our teams working across the country."

He said the company complies with the regulations of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) for managing mobile towers and service areas along the border.

True has already carried out required measures, including dismantling towers, removing equipment, and reducing the height of certain facilities in multiple border provinces, to ensure mobile signals are not transmitted outside Thailand, said Mr Prathet.

The company is committed to maintaining efficient 5G and 4G coverage so people can remain connected during crises, he said.

True is working with government agencies and the NBTC to help reduce the difficulties arising from the Thai-Cambodian border situation.

The company is monitoring developments through a specialised task force at its Business and Network Intelligence Center, which uses AI systems to manage networks 24 hours a day.
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                                Unified security platforms, agentic artificial intelligence (AI)-powered security systems and post-quantum cryptography are the current cybersecurity trends, according to Supakorn Kungpisdan, the new country manager of Fortinet Thailand.
The Thai cybersecurity market is worth around US$450 million and is forecast to post double-digit growth this year, he said.

"Fortinet is committed to continuous investment in its technology, expanding its team and strengthening its vast community of partners and technical experts who play a critical role in customer support and solution delivery," Mr Supakorn told the Bangkok Post.

He assumed the post on July 16 and has 24 years of experience in the IT and cybersecurity industries, including a stint as managing director of Cyber Elite Co Ltd, a company under the Benchachinda Group.

Mr Supakorn said he does not think his new role at Fortinet is much different from his previous posts at other companies as he focuses on the leadership role of providing strategic oversight to his organisations, focusing on growth and market exposure over the next five years.

He said his experience involved working closely with customers, giving him a deep understanding of their business strategies and challenges.

Mr Supakorn encourages the team to move beyond merely discussing technology, engaging customers in business-oriented conversations that map solutions to their business roadmaps.

The company is expanding its customer base among large enterprises, healthcare and the government.

He said there is a significant market trend of customers reducing the number of security vendors they use, opting for fewer and larger vendors who can offer comprehensive product lines.

"From my personal experience, enterprises are reducing the number of vendors they use from over 100 to 20," said Mr Supakorn.

He said Fortinet has an extensive portfolio of over 60 product lines and its integrated FortiOS platform allows the products to work seamlessly together.

The trend among enterprises of using fewer IT vendors has lead to increased deal sizes and customer "stickiness", said Mr Supakorn.

Another trend is secure networking -- bundling network capabilities into security devices. This brings a unified, platform-based approach that brings together visibility, automation and resilience.

Forrester's Total Economic Impact study found that Fortinet's integrated solutions can cut customers' operating costs by up to 40% compared to the traditional multi-vendor approach.

Mr Supakorn said Fortinet emphasises continuous innovation, by integrating AI-powered capabilities, including agentic AI, which allows security systems to understand natural language commands for configuration and automated troubleshooting, significantly reducing human effort and addressing the industry's skill gap.

Furthermore, Fortinet is a frontrunner in post-quantum cryptography, with its latest products providing encryption against attacks by quantum computers, a vital step for long-term data protection.

Post-quantum cryptography is critical in securing data across networks, endpoints and cloud environments by introducing quantum-resistant algorithms that safeguard against future threats.

He said demand for unified secure access service edge is soaring due to the prevalence of hybrid work models, enabling secure access from any location.

In addition, the complexity of modern IT environments is driving strong demand for security operation centre solutions that provide centralised monitoring and visibility across devices.

He pointed out the growing importance of security of operational technology (OT) and the Internet of Things.

OT refers to the hardware and software that monitors and controls devices, processes and infrastructure in industrial settings.

"We are seeing significant projects emerging, particularly in manufacturing and healthcare, where industrial systems and medical devices require specialised protection," said Mr Supakorn.

Despite the challenging economy, cybersecurity continues to grow amid increasing cyberthreats, regulatory requirements and the adoption of new technologies like AI and cloud, he said.

Thailand is also becoming a key location for hyperscale data centres and the adoption of the sovereign AI approach and the government's cloud policy, with all these factors boosting cybersecurity investment in the country, said Mr Supakorn.
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        The world needs a new approach to water crisis
        As African leaders gather in Cape Town for the African Water Investment Summit, there can be no equivocation: the world faces an unprecedented water crisis that demands a paradigm shift in how we value and govern our most precious resource.

      

      
        Trump's govt makes peace in Kyiv a priority
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        Where did I get the idea that GDP growth in the second half of 2025 would only be 1.0%? The answer is the government, as the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) told me so.

      

      
        Donors must still beware
        The Revenue Department's decision to require Buddhist temples to adopt an e-donation system, beginning in January, is a welcome development -- if long overdue.
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        The promise and peril of Bangladesh's 'youthquake'
        The past year has been marked by a series of revolutions and political shocks as young people across Asia and Africa have taken to the streets, demanding accountable governments, fairer societies, and economic opportunities -- a wave of resistance that Binaifer Nowrojee has aptly termed "youthquakes".
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        Why aid workers need protection
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																As African leaders gather in Cape Town for the African Water Investment Summit, there can be no equivocation: the world faces an unprecedented water crisis that demands a paradigm shift in how we value and govern our most precious resource.
The scale of the challenge is staggering. Over half the world's food production now comes from areas experiencing declining freshwater supplies. Two-thirds of the global population faces water scarcity at least one month per year. More than 1,000 children under five die every day, on average, from water-related diseases. And if current trends continue, high-income countries could see their GDP shrink by 8% by 2050, while lower-income countries (many in Africa) face losses of 10-15%.

The economic case for action is compelling. The International High-Level Panel on Water Investments for Africa shows that every $1 (32 baht) invested in climate-resilient water and sanitation delivers a return of $7.

With Africa requiring an additional $30 billion annually to meet the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) on water security and sustainable sanitation, the financing gap is significant; but it is surmountable with the right strategy. The Global Commission on the Economics of Water recently called for such a strategy.

Treating water as a global common good and adopting mission-oriented approaches to transform the crisis into an opportunity requires that we recognise three critical facts. First, water connects us all -- not just through visible rivers and lakes, but through atmospheric moisture flows that travel across continents. Second, the water crisis is inseparable from climate change and biodiversity loss, each of which accelerates the others in a vicious cycle. And third, water runs through every SDG, from food security and health to economic growth.

Yet too often, water investments follow the failed playbook of climate and development finance. There is a tendency to derisk private capital without ensuring public returns; to fund projects without strategic direction; and to treat water as a technical problem, rather than a systemic challenge. Such approaches risk creating water infrastructure that serves investors more than communities, exacerbates existing inequalities, and fails to address the interconnected nature of the water, climate, and biodiversity crises.

This interconnectedness demands a new economic framework that aims to shape markets proactively rather than simply fixing failures after the fact. We need to move from short-term cost-benefit thinking to long-term value creation, and that calls for mission-oriented investments that shape markets for the common good.

Missions require clear goals -- like ensuring that no child dies from unsafe water by 2030. Once goals are established, all financing can be aligned with them through cross-sectoral approaches spanning agriculture, energy, manufacturing, and digital infrastructure. Rather than picking sectors or technologies, the point is to find willing partners across all industries to tackle shared challenges. Such mission-oriented investments can also lead to economic diversification, creating new export opportunities and development pathways.

Consider Bolivia's approach to lithium extraction. Rather than simply exporting raw materials, the country is developing strategies to avoid the traditional "resource curse" by building domestic battery-production capabilities and participating directly in the energy transition. In doing so, it is converting its resource wealth into innovation capacity, strengthening value chains, and creating new export markets for higher-value activities.

As matters stand, more than $700 billion per year is channelled into water and agriculture subsidies that often incentivise overuse and pollution. By redirecting these resources toward water-efficient agriculture and ecosystem restoration, with clear conditions attached, we could transform the economics of water overnight. Public development banks can provide patient capital for water infrastructure, while requiring private partners to reinvest profits in watershed protection.

Africa is uniquely positioned to lead this transformation. Its vast supply of groundwater remains largely untapped, with 255 million urban inhabitants living above known supplies. Combined with affordable solar power, these supplies present an opportunity to revolutionise agriculture. By focusing on efficiency and reuse, as well as on capacity building, data-sharing, and monitoring and evaluation, this relatively stable groundwater resource, accessed by solar-powered pumps, can be a decentralised alternative minimising the emissions, waste, and other environmental costs implied by larger infrastructure projects that disrupt natural waterflows.

South Africa's G20 presidency -- the first ever for an African country -- offers a historic platform to advance this agenda globally. Just as Brazil has used its G20 leadership and role as host of the upcoming United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) to drive climate action, South Africa can make water security central to the global economic agenda. With the 2026 UN Water Conference on the horizon, the time is ripe for bold leadership.

The African Water Investment Summit is not just another gathering, it should be a watershed moment. This is the moment when we should shift from treating water as a local resource to governing it as a global common good.

Water security underpins Africa's aspirations for health, climate resilience, prosperity, and peace. With young Africans set to constitute 42% of global youth by 2030, investing in water is tantamount to investing in the world's future. The question isn't whether we can afford to act, but whether we can afford not to. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Mariana Mazzucato is Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public Value at University College London.
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																The landmark political summit between President Donald Trump and Russian leader Vladimir Putin, set in the geographical majesty of Alaska, offered the opening scenes to what could be the long-sought path to peace in Ukraine. Yet few genuine diplomatic observers presumed a political deal could be "done in a day" to bridge the yawning trust gap between the ongoing Russian aggression and beleaguered Ukraine.
Anchorage, Alaska, presented the dramatic opening, a scene setter for what may now follow.

Critics scoffed sarcastically when Presidents Trump and Putin met at Elmendorf Air Force Base, claiming the setting offered legitimacy to Mr Putin. The US laid out a red carpet for the Russian leader, Mr Trump warmly greeted his summit opposite. Some commentators belittled Mr Trump's "diplomatic schmoozing" in pursuit of peace in Ukraine.

But was Mr Trump expected to publicly insult Mr Putin or trip him on the tarmac only to abruptly end the carefully arranged meeting with a furious Russian about face and probably a massive air raid on Ukraine for measure? On the contrary, Mr Trump brought the parties together on American soil to begin a calibrated process towards peace.

Mr Trump controlled the choreography as he and the Russian leader strode past lines of American fighter aircraft, and then stood on a podium proclaiming "Pursuing Peace" while a massive B-2 stealth bomber and F-22 fighters just happened to roar overhead.

The Donald was offering his interlocutor a less-than-subtle expose of American air power tested very recently in Iran. The stark symbolism of the American military overshadowed Mr Putin, who grudgingly got the message.

Nonetheless, intense three-hour discussions concerning Ukraine did not achieve a major political breakthrough. The mirage of a possible ceasefire in the fighting evaporated. That's why the public concluding statements were cautious. The scheduled press conference was cancelled. Both sides may have established some common ground, but hardly reached a firm deal. A rambling and likely contentious press conference could have ended with confusion and political backtracking by both sides.

Diplomacy is all about time, process and preparation. Alaska was the start of that process. Mr Trump said bluntly but hopefully, "There's no deal till there's a deal."

Still recall Mr Trump brought the parties together in a face-to-face summit setting. Now the key is getting a three-way meeting with Mr Trump, Mr Putin and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky. As Secretary of State Marco Rubio told FOX News, "If a peace deal is possible, Trump is the only one who can bring it about." He added Europe must play a "constructive role and offer security guarantees" for Ukraine.

Following the Alaska meeting, Mr Trump soon hosted a Washington meeting of European partners to build momentum for a still elusive Ukraine deal. But again, peace negotiations to end such an intractable conflict are not done in days or weeks.

Recall the Paris Peace Talks formally ending the Vietnam War in 1973, droned on for years, until the North Vietnamese broke the international agreement and invaded South Vietnam in 1975. Or the Afghan peace talks in Doha, which ended American involvement in the 20-year conflict, only then to see the Taliban takeover in August of 2022, to the shock of the Biden administration.

So along with Ukraine's peripatetic Mr Zelensky, a crucial meeting in Washington was joined by Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, France's Emmanuel Macron, Germany's Chancellor Frederich Merz, Italy's Giorgia Meloni and Nato Chief Mark Rutte, presenting a united front facing off Russia through offering Ukraine probable security guarantees. Good. But there must be coercive economic pressures on Mr Putin, too.

The stunningly successful whirlwind turnout of European and Nato star power at the White House, a genuine Trans-Atlantic tour de force, has politically supercharged Mr Trump's Ukraine peace initiative.

Mr Zelensky praised Mr Trump's "historic decision" to guarantee Ukraine's security. Mr Merz echoed that sentiment: "This isn't just about Ukraine's territory; it's about the political order of Europe."

Yet, both sides have to give up something, and both sides have to get something. Regarding concessions, Mr Rubio advised, "one side cannot get everything it wants....in order to make peace, Ukraine accept things it does not like and Russia must accept things it does not like," adding: "Peace is a priority of this administration... We want to achieve the end of a war. The goal is not to win the war but to end it."



John J. Metzler is a United Nations correspondent.
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																Where did I get the idea that GDP growth in the second half of 2025 would only be 1.0%? The answer is the government, as the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) told me so.
In an announcement on Monday, the NESDC announced that Q2/2025 GDP growth was 2.8% after 3.2% growth in Q1/2025. That put GDP growth in the first half of the year at 3.0%. The NESDC then projected that GDP growth for the whole year would be 2.0%. The number implies that GDP growth for the second half of the year is projected to be only 1.0%.

Several private research houses do not agree with the NESDC's 1.0% growth projection. K-Research, the economic research unit of Kasikorn Bank, projected 2025 GDP growth at 1.5%, implying a flat 0.0% growth for the second half.

My projection is considerably lower than any projections with negative 5.5% growth for the second half of 2025. I have valid mathematical and theoretical reasons for why my projection is more pessimistic. Read on, and I will explain.

The purpose of this article is not to scare readers with negative growth or flat growth projections, but to warn readers that the second half will be much worse than the first. Preparation for economic hardship is strongly advised.

The first reason is the chronic deterioration of Thai economic fundamentals. If one takes out the effect of export acceleration, GDP growth in the first half of 2025 would have mathematically been reduced to 0.0%. Thailand has not seen zero growth in decades, except during the Covid years.

The weak economic structure is camouflaged by the one-time event of export acceleration to the US. Exports expanded three times faster than normal so as to beat Donald Trump's reciprocal tariff deadline in early April. The acceleration continued in Q2 as the president extended the deadline to the end of July.

While the export sector was artificially booming, the tourism sector was dying. The usual double-digit growth in this sector -- the last pillar of the Thai economy -- dipped to 2.7% growth in Q2.

Judging from the 15.2% drop in the number of foreign tourists in June, the situation is likely to become worse in the second half of the year, with the whole world being battered by Mr Trump's tariffs.

Private consumption growth also took a nosedive from the usual 5% plus growth to merely 1.3%. The reason was that there was nowhere to borrow from after household debt reached 90% of GDP. The average income of Thais is lower than the average expense by 13%, or about 2,200 baht a month.

To be able to consume at a regular pace, Thai households must increase their borrowing by about 13% a year. After the finance sources -- formal and informal -- run dry, consumers will have no choice but to cut expenses.

This is a very important point of observation for household debt restructuring. If anyone, such as the new Bank of Thailand (BoT) governor, can magically manage household debt problems, the relief is likely to be temporary. Soon, Thai consumers will create new debts to fill their income-expense gap. Then there will be a new household debt crisis to resolve.

If Thais cannot make ends meet because of the income-expense gap, how can they afford to repay their debt? They undoubtedly cannot, and bad debts or non-performing loans (NPLs) will keep ballooning.

That's why banks have stopped giving out new loans and, instead, recalled good loans. It has been a straight 13 months of negative loan growth, despite the BoT's efforts to increase liquidity with three rounds of interest rate cuts.

Those who want the incoming governor to lower the rate further, which he is likely to do, should read my next article titled "Lower is not always better", written especially to welcome the new governor.

GDP growth in the second half of this year will be brutal. The front-loading export frenzy added 3% growth to the base GDP in the first half, the correction effect of export deceleration to the US would subtract 3% from second-half GDP growth. Another 1.5% subtraction would be from the deceleration of exports to the rest of the world, particularly to China, following the reciprocal tariffs coming into effect from Aug 8.

Now, I have already got -4.5% growth for the second half. I have a feeling that K-Research might not fully incorporate these two negative effects into their second-half projection of 0.0% growth.

Another 1.0% reduction in GDP growth will come from less domestic consumption as debt problems become more severe. The total effect of GDP growth contraction from the base growth of 0.0% would be 3.0% (export deceleration) + 1.5% (less export to the world) + 1.0% (less consumption) = 5.5%.

Forget my -5.5% number or even K-Research's 0.0% and let's focus on the NESDC's 1.0% growth number. What will Thailand be like under the 1.0% growth scenario?

First, money will be scarce. GDP is income, and income is money. Lower GDP growth means that there will be less money available. In the first half of this year, less than 200 billion baht of new money was available. It was about 300 billion baht last year. That's why people complained that money was hard to find. At 1.0% GDP growth, only 60 billion baht of new money will be generated. Less money to spend always results in less consumption, causing business hardship and bankruptcies.

Second, the bad debt situation will become worse and more good loans will be recalled. The negative loan growth situation is likely to persist in the second half. However, there is no need to worry about the performance of banks. They, with the cooperation of the BoT, are experts in window dressing. According to the central bank, NPLs are only 2.83% of total loans. No wonder all banks are showing beautiful profits -- it is because the bad debt level is so low.

Amateur economists would say the liquidity problem can be solved by asking the BoT, with an understanding governor, to inject liquidity into the financial system.

The current governor has done that and failed to pass on the needed liquidity to the private sector. If commercial banks keep the liquidity to themselves and do not issue new loans, the injected liquidity is useless. The only way a central bank can give money directly to the private sector is by dropping banknotes from the sky. Has one ever heard the concept of "Helicopter Money"?

Third, tax collection will be well below the target level. Because of low economic growth, tax collection was already 0.7% below target in the first half of this year. The tax collection target is set on the assumption of 3.5% GDP growth against the actual GDP growth of 3.0%. With an NESDC growth projection of 1.0%, tax income will fall significantly short of the target. Those who rely on the government budget, be warned.

What about the Thai baht, which has been significantly stronger than its peers? I can explain why the baht has been unnaturally strong. Because the currency is the shelter from the storm. But to determine the future of the baht will need deeper analysis. However, I can guarantee that lowering the interest rate will not help.
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									Donors must still beware								
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																The Revenue Department's decision to require Buddhist temples to adopt an e-donation system, beginning in January, is a welcome development -- if long overdue.
The e-donation system was introduced seven years ago to modernise the process of making tax-deductible contributions to temples and charitable foundations. But because its use was voluntary, many temples never adopted it. The new directive will make it compulsory, and authorities tout the move as a safeguard against the misuse of temple funds.

The timing could not be more apt. In recent months, the public has been stunned by a string of scandals involving senior monks accused of financial misconduct. Police are investigating more than 10 monks for allegedly siphoning millions of baht to women with whom they were romantically involved.

This week, society was shaken again when the abbot of Wat Phrabat Namphu in Lop Buri -- an institution internationally known for its hospice care for Aids patients -- resigned amid mounting evidence of financial irregularities.

Still, the e-donation directive alone is no cure-all. The system only tracks contributions made through official digital channels. It does not cover the countless donation boxes scattered across temple grounds, where worshippers continue to drop coins and banknotes. There are no reliable figures on how many boxes exist or how much money they bring in.

Nor is there any enforceable system of auditing temple accounts. Only a handful of the tens of thousands of temples in this country have professional financial management with outside oversight.

Most still rely on abbots and a small circle of aides to handle accounts. Without rigorous auditing and transparency, even the most sophisticated app cannot prevent abuse.

The National Office of Buddhism (NOB) and the Sangha Council must therefore play a stronger role. Both bodies have been slow or hesitant in responding to scandals. Just this week, the NOB insisted the finances at Wat Phrabat Namphu were normal -- only for the abbot to resign days later under pressure of damning evidence.

But institutions alone cannot shoulder the burden. A cultural change is also needed. In Buddhist tradition, questioning monks about money is often seen as disrespectful. This reluctance to demand accountability has created fertile ground for misuse.

The way forward is twofold: authorities must strengthen oversight and auditing, while donors themselves must become more discerning. Public campaigns should encourage people to give only to temples with transparent, trustworthy financial practices.

Ultimately, the fight against corruption in temples will not be won by apps or decrees alone. It will require a shift in attitudes -- where faith is accompanied by responsibility, and generosity by accountability.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3090505/donors-must-still-beware



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Fair probe for 'ATK doctor'								

															

																	
										
											[image: Dr Supat Hasuwannakit, the director of Saba Yoi Hospital in Songkhla province, thanks supporters who rallied against his possible dismissal in Chana district on Sunday. (Photo: Dr Supat Hasuwannakit Facebook account)]
																							
													Dr Supat Hasuwannakit, the director of Saba Yoi Hospital in Songkhla province, thanks supporters who rallied against his possible dismissal in Chana district on Sunday. (Photo: Dr Supat Hasuwannakit Facebook account)												

																					

									

																When Dr Supat Hasuwannakit, chair of the Rural Doctor Society, led a mission to help Bangkok combat the deadly Covid-19 pandemic in 2021 by providing ATK test kits, he won plaudits and awards from the government.
However, his good deeds have now put the doctor in hot water as he is being investigated for alleged missteps in antigen test kit (ATK) procurement for the mission.

Back in 2021, several communities were cut off from health services, all hospitals were inundated with patients, and ATKs were expensive and almost impossible to find. The mission, joined by Mr Supat's colleagues from the same society who work in provincial hospitals together with volunteers, helped bridge the gap.

The mission, completed in three visits, was carried out with financial support from the National Health Security Office (NHSO), not the Health Ministry.

Dr Supat's Facebook post, "I am going to be dismissed," on Monday came as a shock to society. He said he was being probed for the ATK purchases made for the anti-Covid mission by the Health Ministry, which has claimed the decision to buy the kits in batches, instead of a one-time purchase, breached procurement regulations.

The Rural Doctor Society, however, insisted that the prices of ATKs for the mission were lower than those bought by the ministry.

Needless to say, the probe has put the ministry in the hot seat. A number of social activists participated in the "savedrsupat" campaign as they see the inquiry as an example of foul play by those in the minitry's administration.

Yesterday, major civil society organisations in Bangkok, including the Four Regions Slum Network, called for the government to reveal details of the probe to ensure transparency and that the doctor is treated fairly.

The network said it was known that ATKs, which were in high demand during the pandemic, were hard to find, and Dr Supat's mission was indeed helpful. They also claimed it was an open fact that state procurement regulations are too rigid and, in most cases, attach excessive importance to details that make them mostly irrelevant, if not heavily restricted, in times of crisis.

Some pundits suspect internal politics may be at play. The doctor is known for his outside-the-box thinking and for being a vocal critic of the Southern Land Bridge project and petrochemical industrial complex sites in the southern region. In 2023, the Health Ministry issued a lightning order, transferring him from Chana Hospital to Saba Yoi Hospital, in what was seen as a form of punishment.

The problem is that the ministry is not keeping the public properly updated about the investigation.

Health Minister Somsak Thepsuthin recently told the media the ministry needs to adhere to all the procurement regulations, which was hardly very helpful.

Should the probe committee and the ministry decide that Dr Supat is guilty of breaking procurement rules, or any other lapses, they must ensure the penalties are proportionate, meaning they must prove how such an act causes damage. They must also come clean if it is the purchase or the regulation that is the real problem.

Without providing proof of a fairly conducted investigation, simply penalising the doctor would risk demoralising other officials and tarnishing the ministry's image.
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																The past year has been marked by a series of revolutions and political shocks as young people across Asia and Africa have taken to the streets, demanding accountable governments, fairer societies, and economic opportunities -- a wave of resistance that Binaifer Nowrojee has aptly termed "youthquakes".
The most dramatic upheaval took place in Bangladesh, where anger over politicised public-sector job quotas escalated into a nationwide movement to topple Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's authoritarian government, leading to the fall of Asia's "Iron Lady".

While some celebrated Ms Hasina's ouster as a brave stand against authoritarianism, many international observers viewed it as the beginning of a turbulent and uncertain period. Some raised concerns about the threat of Islamist violence and heightened geopolitical tensions. Others attributed the uprising to public frustration with neoliberal reforms promoted by the International Monetary Fund. Economist Jeffrey Sachs went further, dismissing the revolution as US-backed regime change.

But these interpretations overlook the enormous potential of a bottom-up, youth-led revolution. Despite facing powerful global headwinds, Bangladesh's youth movement has continued to gain strength in the year since Ms Hasina's fall. Consequently, what began as street protests against corrupt and anti-democratic practices has evolved into a broader campaign for structural reform.

In the year since the revolution, youth activists have not only helped sustain the interim administration but have also laid the groundwork for a transition to electoral democracy. While the road ahead remains fraught with challenges, five key developments offer grounds for hope.

First, youth activism has catalysed the emergence of new civil society platforms that have encouraged non-political elites to participate in critical public dialogues. Since August 2024, new grassroots initiatives and professionalised NGOs have triggered a surge in civic engagement, fuelling community-led conversations on how to confront discrimination, address systemic inequities, and advance essential pre-election reforms.

Second, the youth movement has made significant institutional gains. Young organisers have mobilised support for Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus's interim government, helping to extend his mandate and secure domestic and international support for his election roadmap. They have also pushed major parties to support the formation of a National Consensus Commission tasked with advancing reform discussions in five areas: the constitution, the judiciary, the electoral system, public administration, and anti-corruption.

Third, in addition to fuelling demand for institutional reform, young activists have taken a bold step into formal politics by launching the National Citizen Party (NCP) -- Bangladesh's first student-led political party. Once officially registered, the NCP aims to provide young voters with a viable alternative to traditional parties ahead of the anticipated election in early 2026.

Fourth, Bangladeshi youth are harnessing the energy of street protests to reshape the country's political culture. For example, they are calling for lowering the voting age to 16 and promoting transparent, crowd-funded election financing instead of opaque or illicit political donations.

Lastly, strategic engagement with political elites has already delivered tangible results. Relentless campaigns by emerging youth and civic groups have brought together all major political parties to deliberate on a sweeping set of 166 reforms. Following months-long negotiations, the National Consensus Commission is expected to release a manifesto -- the much-anticipated July Charter -- a formal document listing agreed-upon fundamental constitutional and governance reforms and commitments on future implementation. These include term limits for the prime minister, the establishment of a bicameral parliament with proportional representation, judicial and police independence, stronger opposition rights, mandatory legislative review of international treaties, and new mechanisms for public accountability, such as referenda and anti-corruption oversight.

Still, while the past year has shown that tech-savvy, cross-class youth coalitions can outmanoeuvre entrenched patron-client politics, the initial optimism may prove short-lived. Crucially, major fault lines could cause the Bangladeshi revolution to end like the short-lived Arab Spring of the early 2010s.

The NCP's growing credibility issues are a warning sign. With two members in government, it is considered a king's party. Although it is still awaiting registration, the party is already facing corruption allegations, including accusations of institutionalising mob justice and exploiting privileged access to public institutions for political gain. Violent clashes with political opponents have further damaged its reputation.

At the same time, growing dissatisfaction could undermine the interim government's efforts to extend its tenure. In July, the government's mishandling of a fighter-jet crash exposed persistent coordination failures within Mr Yunus's cabinet. And while the long-delayed trial of Ms Hasina began this month -- in absentia -- human-rights organisations have raised concerns about the government's use of arbitrary detention to target perceived political opponents.

Ultimately, Bangladesh's political future hinges on the interim government's ability to deliver a fair, clean, and violence-free national election in early 2026. The problem is that the once-united youth-led coalition that toppled Ms Hasina's regime appears increasingly fragile and divided.

The NCP's youth leadership must recognise that meaningful policy change is a long-term process that will extend well beyond the next election. With the NCP and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party locked in a standoff over the pace of reforms, the country risks falling into its own version of the prisoner's dilemma: unless they cooperate, both stand to lose.

To ensure that reform efforts yield more than a symbolic "one-day democracy", Bangladesh's youth leaders must prioritise dialogue over confrontation and work to resolve disagreements over timing and implementation. Continued insistence on an all-at-once approach risks derailing progress and pulling the country back into a cycle of instability and repression, jeopardising Bangladesh's future after its upcoming graduation from "least developed country" status. It could also allow Ms Hasina's Awami League to remobilise and reenter the electoral arena -- an outcome that may align with the unspoken interests of a section of the military elite.

Regardless of the outcome of the national election scheduled for February next year, the fall of Ms Hasina has irreversibly transformed Bangladesh's political landscape. Having sparked a nationwide movement for structural reform, the country's youth are now firmly rooted in the political transition they initiated. But as they are discovering, toppling a repressive regime is far easier than building a better one. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



M Niaz Asadullah, Head of the Southeast Asia cluster of the Global Labor Organization, is a visiting professor of economics at the University of Reading and a professorial fellow at North South University in Bangladesh.
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																In 2020, the rapper Akon declared he would build his own eponymous city on the site of the coastal village of Mbodiene, Senegal.
Akon envisioned Akon City as a real-life Wakanda, the Afrofuturist utopia from the film Black Panther. But his extensive plans -- 100% solar power, Africa's most advanced hospital, a high-tech university, an economy running on Akon's cryptocurrency -- omitted one crucial detail: How Akon City would be governed.

Akon's failure to plan for governance stalled construction and created questions he could never answer. Last month, the Senegalese government confirmed that the project no longer exists.

The rapper's combination of ambition and disinterest in governance is remarkably common. With the world seeming stuck, more celebrities, oligarchs and governments are seeking to create futuristic, paradigm-shifting new cities to advance new aesthetics, technologies, or sustainability standards. But for all their grandeur, these proposals offer no new ideas and often no details at all about city governance.

This fundamental failure to think about governance is perhaps most evident in California Forever, a proposed city on the Bay Area's outskirts backed by venture capitalists who pride themselves on world-changing ideas, including LinkedIn's Reid Hoffman and Emerson Collective's Laurene Powell Jobs.

California Forever's founder-CEO promised a 21st-century city (population 400,000) to embody the California Dream and prove that great things can still be built there. City plans include North America's largest advanced manufacturing site, job centres integrated with housing, and energy-efficient neighbourhoods and infrastructure.

The plans don't include any clear idea of how this city would be governed. At first, California Forever unsuccessfully sought voter approval for an unincorporated community. More recently, the project has been looking at combining with existing cities.

It's a similar trajectory to Bill Gates' tech city of Belmont, proposed for Arizona in 2017, and stalled since. Gates' plans were light on any governance plans that go beyond the billionaire's personal beliefs. (Belmont also never found a reliable source of water.)

To be fair, California Forever, at least, is operating in the democratic realm of local government. Other technology visionaries reject democratic governance as they pursue their own utopias.

For example, Trump supporter Peter Thiel provided the seed funding for the Seasteading Institute, which supports the building of cities that float in international waters, beyond democratic accountability, like the corporate island-state of Prospera.

One Prospera investor was San Francisco venture capital firm Pronomos, which invests in "prosperous cities that grow to empower entire nations." Pronomos' project, the network-state Praxis, has registered more than 2,200 citizens but no territorial home.

To be fair, it isn't just tech bros who forsake democratic governments for their dream cities. National governments have shown the same distaste for local democracy.

Indonesia's increasingly autocratic national government has decided that the country's new capital, Nusantara, will have no local government at all. Mexico and Malaysia have proposed new "forest cities" to improve ecology, but don't have local governance on their agenda.

Saudi Arabia has said nothing about the governance structure of "The Line", a planned city in a northwest region with space to house 9 million people. Still, it does not include any sign of local autonomy.

Not all visions of future cities exclude governance. Plans for the former Wal-Mart executive Marc Lore's city of Telosa call for transparency in all government decision-making, participatory democracy, and an economic system in which residents would share in the city's wealth.

At smaller scales, new places have made advances in self-government. Mexico City's award-winning "utopias" -- experimental neighbourhood developments in the Iztapalapa borough -- are models of shared participatory governance, with authority divided among the mayor's office and local residents. But many visionary cities, without clear governance, will never be anything more than dreams.

Akon's city in Senegal is not a total fiction. But the rap star only built a welcome centre and a basketball court, which is why the Senegalese government reclaimed most of Akon's land. On a small remaining patch, Akon may build a resort. Perhaps someone can hold a giant conference there to think up new models of city governance.



Joe Mathews is a columnist for Democracy Local and Zocalo Public Square.
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																Hotel bookings are vanishing. Tour buses sit idle. Empty beaches. The culprit? Not mass protests. Not pandemics. But smoke, dust, and heat. Tourism fuels Thailand's economy, yet smog, heat waves, and flash floods are rapidly choking it. Can paradise still sell if it's unbreathable?
The signs are worrying.

Tourism is a key driver of Thailand's economy, contributing significantly to GDP and employing over 4.5 million people. This year, however, foreign tourist arrivals have dropped by 5.62% compared to the same period last year.

The setbacks are many: global economic slowdown and wars in various parts of the world. Thailand is also losing ground to newer, cheaper, and more enticing destinations.

But the real threat is closer to home. Toxic haze. Flash floods. Heavy storms. Climate shocks that are no longer rare but routine. Together, air pollution and unpredictable, extreme weather are clouding Thailand's tourism recovery prospects and long-term growth. For a country that sells itself on natural beauty, the crossroads is clear: adapt -- or be left behind.

Toxic haze

First, the smog. When the air is unbreathable, choking livability, the tourism industry suffers. Every year, from January to April, Thailand's peak tourist season, Bangkok and Chiang Mai are blanketed in smog. The fine dust, known as PM2.5, doesn't just cloud the skies. It drives travellers away.

Data from 2016 to 2024 shows Chiang Mai's pollution levels often exceed global safety limits. Health-conscious visitors from Europe and North America are starting to take notice -- and cancel.

The source? Forest fires in protected areas. Crop burning in the North. Not just in Thailand, but across the border in Myanmar and Laos, where forests are cleared to grow corn and cassava for export.

Bangkok, meanwhile, has its own mix of trouble: car exhaust, construction dust, and a weather quirk called "temperature inversion" that traps toxic air close to the ground.

The wildfires, crop burnings, and car exhaust have created more than 11.9 billion tonnes of greenhouse gases globally each year, fuelling a crisis that hits the tourism industry hard.

The short-term damage is clear on public health and the economy. Fearing serious health hazards, visitors stay away. Local businesses lose income. Hotels, restaurants, and tour operators are left struggling, particularly where tourism is their major source of income.

Unstable weather

In the long run, unchecked emissions will aggravate unstable weather from global warming further. Frequent natural disasters will make travel less predictable, less enjoyable, and far more risky.

The seasons aren't just shifting -- they're breaking down.

Examples abound. Flash floods hit Phuket and Pattaya without warning. Strong winds batter boats in the Andaman Sea. Krabi and Koh Samui face water shortages as droughts drag on. Even the year-end cool season, once a reliable tourist draw, is losing its chill.

It's already costing the country. A 2016 study by Roson and Sartori warned that a global temperature rise of 2C could slash over 62 billion baht from Thailand's annual tourism revenue. It's a looming reality.

Other studies show how nature's decline is affecting tourist satisfaction. Bleached corals. Eroded beaches. Shorter stays. Fewer return visits. Take Patong and Hua Hin. Once postcard-perfect, now their shorelines are shrinking. Or the Similan Islands, where coral reefs are fading fast.

Lagging behind

Other countries are adapting to the threats from global warming. The US and China have shown what's possible with political commitment. Strong laws. Big investments in clean technology and public transport that don't choke the air.

China, for instance, has cut its PM2.5 levels by over 35% in the past decade by ditching coal, reforming industry, and pushing electric cars. California lets farmers burn crop waste, but only with permits and expert oversight, to minimise harm to surrounding communities.

Unfortunately, Thailand is lagging behind. Although it has taken some steps, they are not producing real results. For example, governors now have the power to regulate open burning. However, poor system coordination, a lack of weather advisers, and farmers' limited understanding have prevented the measure from being effective.

Opportunity

Despite the challenges, there's still hope.

The global tourism market is now shifting towards quality over quantity. New generations of travellers aren't just chasing sights. They now seek ecotourism and responsible travel. They want experiences that respect nature and communities. Thailand can tap into this growing market.

Some government efforts are on the right track. Projects like coral conservation zones, the closure of Maya Bay for recovery, and "OTOP Nawatwithi" village tourism show what's possible when the government understands the trend and steps in. These good models can go further if expanded and systematically sustained.

Aligning with the UN's Sustainable Development Goals, especially those on decent work, responsible consumption, and the protection of land and sea, can also help guide Thailand's responsible tourism policy, ensuring that growth and environmental care go hand in hand.

This includes investing in green infrastructure, providing skills training for a changing world, and improving water and clean energy systems in tourist towns.

New direction

It's clear. Thailand must take a new direction to save the tourism industry. And it takes all hands on deck. The state must lead with vision, and businesses must move fast.

The government must act boldly with a clear long-term roadmap. That means cutting carbon from tourism, creating national "Green Destination" standards, and supporting sustainable investments through green bonds or environmental tax incentives.

But the private sector must not wait. Businesses should lead by example by switching to clean energy, managing waste responsibly, and partnering with local communities to co-manage tourism sites better and more fairly.

The Covid-19 crisis showed us that overreliance on tourism can be risky without a backup plan. And failing to address today's environmental issues will only drive up the cost of recovery in the future.

The wind of global tourism has shifted. Thailand must act fast because those who adjust their sails first will win.

Thailand's tourism industry is at a crossroads. It can cling to the old model of mass tourism and risk collapse. Or it can shift to a new tourism that is cleaner, ready for future challenges, and sustainable.

Air pollution and climate change aren't distant threats. They're already reshaping where and how people travel. They're wake-up calls for a new tourism direction. The only question is whether Thailand can respond in time.

With vision and cooperation from all sectors, Thailand's tourism industry won't just survive the crisis. It could lead the world in how to rebuild a tourism industry that's both resilient and responsible.

Kamphol Pantakua is a researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																From flood-hit villages in Nepal to conflict-affected areas in Myanmar, midwives, doctors and community responders save lives. These humanitarians are the first to arrive and the last to leave when a crisis strikes. They work in conflict zones, climate disaster areas and displacement camps, often with scarce resources and under constant threat of violence.
In Myanmar alone, millions of women and girls remain displaced, both within the country and in neighbouring states. This year marks eight years since the tragic mass exodus of the Rohingya from Myanmar to Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, now the world's largest refugee settlement, where humanitarians continue working tirelessly to protect their rights and dignity.

Six months since the devastating global funding cuts to UNFPA, the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency, we are seeing the far-reaching impact on the lives of those we serve: maternal health clinics have closed, mobile health teams have been suspended, and delivery of essential reproductive health supplies is delayed, leaving millions without critical services that for some, mean the difference between life and death.

At the same time, attacks on healthcare are rising. Last year was the deadliest on record for aid workers -- the vast majority of those killed were national staff. Globally, more than 1,600 attacks on health care workers were recorded, including in Iran, Myanmar and Pakistan, killing over 900 patients and health workers and injuring hundreds more. This is not just a human tragedy. It is a violation of international humanitarian law. Attacks on health facilities, workers, and patients are prohibited, yet impunity persists. Leaders must act: protect healthcare as a core humanitarian principle, integrate it in national legislation and military rules of engagement and hold perpetrators accountable.

When healthcare services are targeted or disrupted, women and girls suffer the most. Pregnant women are left without access to lifesaving obstetric care, turning childbirth into a life-threatening emergency. Survivors of gender-based violence lose access to emergency contraception, post-rape treatment, psychosocial support and referral services. In many conflicts, sexual violence is weaponised, compounding the trauma and risks women and girls face. Women's health and protection facilities have become battlegrounds, with deadly consequences. Each year, millions are displaced in Asia and the Pacific by floods, earthquakes, and conflict. Climate change is also intensifying both the frequency and severity of emergencies. Entire communities are uprooted, homes destroyed, and women and girls bear the greatest brunt. We are seeing a silent crisis of mental health, trauma, and a loss of dignity.

In a flood-hit rural province of Lao PDR, I met Soudaly, a midwife who had waded through waist-deep water to reach a temporary shelter for displaced families. She carried a backpack of clean delivery kits, knowing at least three pregnant women were due within days. "If we wait for the water to recede," she told me, "it will be too late for some mothers." Her determination reflects the quiet heroism of thousands of local responders who act first and fastest when disaster strikes.

The UNFPA is proud to stand with local health workers, volunteers and community responders. In 2024, we supported 46 emergencies in 16 countries in Asia and the Pacific, reaching millions of women and girls. UNFPA partners with national and women-led organisations to strengthen locally led, inclusive responses and shift the power to those who understand its realities best. But localisation without resourcing is an empty promise. Predictable, multi-year funding is essential to build resilient health systems, support midwives and other frontline workers, pre-position life-saving supplies, and protect health workers from harm. It is the smartest investment in stability, dignity and the prevention of future crises.

The scale of today's emergencies demands a new paradigm of humanitarian action that protects health workers and facilities, upholds international humanitarian law and invests in local solutions. Attacks on healthcare must stop. Governments and donors must provide the resources needed to meet rising needs. We must speak up, and loudly do so, when the very fabric of humanitarian principles -- the innocent civilians and frontline workers -- is under attack.

On this World Humanitarian Day, let us stand with the midwife wading through floodwaters to reach expectant mothers, the health worker delivering care amid conflict, and the youth volunteer delivering supplies to remote communities. Let us match the courage of Soudaly and all those on the frontlines of humanitarian crises with the political will, protection and sustained funding they need to save lives.



Pio Smith is UNFPA Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific. The article marks World Humanitarian Day on Aug 19.
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									Data war risks creating false calm								
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																Political pressure on government statisticians and private forecasters risks sending markets down a rabbit-hole, which could suppress volatility today but lead to seismic reality checks in the future.
US President Donald Trump has side-swiped both private and public sector economists this month, firing the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) boss for what he described as "rigged" jobs data and then lambasting Goldman Sachs for tariff-related research he didn't agree with.

These moves seem alarming, even if there are some mitigating factors.

Mr Trump is hardly the first person to criticise BLS payrolls data. It has been under scrutiny for years, not because of fears of bias, but because of low survey response rates and delays, which have often resulted in large changes to past data. The most recent report contained one of the biggest downward revisions in decades. The BLS can argue that it has suffered from years of underfunding, but it's still not a good look.

What's more, similar questions about data collection have been lobbed at the BLS regarding its compilation of monthly consumer and producer price reports, which are critical now in assessing the impact of Mr Trump's tariff rises on inflation.

These statistics, along with the US employment report, are the most important monthly updates for financial markets, mainly because they play a pivotal role in Federal Reserve thinking, given its dual mandate to maintain maximum employment and stable prices.

Mr Trump this week appointed Heritage Foundation economist E J Antoni -- a contributor to the controversial Project 2025 wishlist of policies for a second Trump term -- to run the BLS.

Mr Antoni recently suggested suspending the monthly payrolls report until data problems were fixed, which could result in long data gaps at a critical moment for the US economy, monetary policy and markets. Importantly though, the White House and Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent have pushed back on that idea.

But then came Tuesday's attack on Goldman boss David Solomon, with calls for him to appoint a new chief economist following the release of a report on Sunday by his colleague Jan Hatzius. The report estimated US consumers had so far borne less than a quarter of the cost of tariffs but could see that rise to two-thirds over time.

This may simply be nothing more than Mr Trump complaining about a forecast he doesn't like, but it's still a move that risks tinkering with one of the most basic market tenets: the plurality of views.

There's an obvious concern that -- intentionally or not -- these public attacks could cause economic data, research and forecasts to become more pro-government or lead to self-censorship by those keen to avoid seeing their business or careers damaged by presidential opprobrium.

To its credit, Goldman said it would keep doing its job regardless of the political pressure. But it would hardly say otherwise.

Perhaps more telling was the lack of public outcry from other economists who might reasonably be concerned that Mr Trump's attacks on unflattering forecasts represent a worrying trend for their profession and market transparency overall. Of course, they or their institutions may simply have thought it best to stay quiet, assuming the issue would blow over soon.

Does any of this matter long-term?

To be sure, economic forecasting can hardly be held up as a sacred cow if accuracy is what matters.

A University of California, Berkeley study late last year looked at more than 16,000 forecasts by banks and large firms and concluded that while 53% of forecasters were confident in their predictions, they were correct only 23% of the time.

But economists' forecasts still play a role, accurate or not. So any type of bias, even unintentional, could have a significant impact on market thinking.

Of course, if there were a consensus that official data was likely to be biased to flatter the government, then the process of forecasting those official numbers may just be to mechanically move in that direction. But that would undoubtedly create confusion.

To better capture what's really going on, investors may be more inclined to commission private economic data. And yet the cost of doing that on a frequent basis would be prohibitive for smaller players, meaning big information gaps could open up, making markets less efficient overall.

If political bias in official data and forecasting were to emerge in the current environment, one might expect to see firmer job creation and softer inflation readouts. That could keep markets calm in the short term.

But any weakness in the real economy would emerge eventually, likely resulting in a rude awakening for many, no matter what the official data says. Reuters

Mike Dolan is Reuters Editor-at-Large for Finance & Markets.
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        Concert marks 60 years of friendship
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									Old places, new menus

									Seasons change and with it ingredients at these restaurants
								

									Bored of eating the same thing twice? Fear no more, here's a list of restaurants that have shuffled things up to make sure you're never bored or short of choices while dining out. 
									Beccheria At The Wine Merchant

Italian dining destination, Beccheria at The Wine Merchant, has unveiled a new a la carte menu, celebrating international flavours, refined techniques and world-class wine pairings. 

[image: ]

[image: ]

The refreshed menu showcases a new selection of artisan charcuterie and cheese boards, caviar, fresh seafood, premium meats and handcrafted pasta dishes. Enjoy specialties such as Tuscan kale salad with Capricho de cabra goat cheese, Warm Swiss raclette du valais P.D.O., Martelli spaghetti with wild carabineros prawns and bisque sauce, or Roasted duck with summer beetroot, parsnip puree, Champignons and Michel Guillon sauce. Each dish is crafted with premium ingredients and designed for pairing with the venue's extensive wine list.

The month's "Special Of The Month" is a tableside spectacle: Crepes Suzette paired with Chateau d'Yquem 2007 (Magnum), delivering a truly luxurious sweet finale. Another unmissable seasonal pairing is 18-month Comte paired with vin jaune from Domaine Bourdy in Jura, offering guests a rare taste of one of France's most iconic wine-and-cheese combinations.

Guests can also indulge in Beccheria's set lunch, offering a curated taste of the menu's highlights, or explore the vast by-the-glass selection. 



etcha

At etcha, the change of season is not just a matter of ingredients, but of perspective. With the launch of its latest menu, the restaurant invites diners into a quiet, thoughtful conversation that begins beneath the surface, in the richness of the land.

[image: ]

This season's concept centres on "listening to the land", paying close attention to what it can offer. The menu is a celebration of that exchange between grower and chef, climate and crop, craft and curiosity.

[image: ]

The story begins in Suwannakuha, northeastern Thailand, where etcha has formed a deepening partnership with Gunter & Songwat Farm. The farm's standout success is the pesticide-free white asparagus and is the season's guiding star. Head chef Giacomo Primante responds with two refined interpretations. The first is wok-seared spears glazed in wildflower honey and fermented soy, evoking warmth and gentle umami. The second features tender tips poached in milk and sugar, served with a white chocolate Valrhona beurre blanc and daikon. 

[image: ]

Across the menu, etcha explores the land's broader palette: lemongrass, Thai aubergines, herbs and native vegetables, each treated with restraint and joy. These ingredients, sourced directly from the farm, lend colour, brightness and character to the season's compositions.

"We're not here to impress the soil with our ideas," says the head chef. "We're here to learn from it, to grow with it, and to let that guide what arrives on the plate."



Celadon

The Sukhothai Bangkok has launched a new a la carte menu at Celadon, the hotel's Thai restaurant. Led by head chef Chapornpat "Jib" Dapachutisan, the new menu is a bold reimagining of regional Thai cuisine rooted in tradition and refined through a modern lens.

[image: ]

With more than 19 years of culinary experience, chef Jib brings a thoughtful approach to authentic Thai flavours. Each dish is a tribute to her culinary heritage and innovative spirit. The new a la carte selection features well-balanced dishes that highlight Thailand's diverse culinary regions, using locally-sourced ingredients and refined presentation.

[image: ]

Menu highlights include: Crabmeat steamed rice pandanus dumpling delicately seasoned with coriander root and white pepper; Grilled pork neck salad with calamansi and crispy rice; Southern yellow curry with fish and green taro; Duck confit red curry with lychee and dried jujube; and Sea crab egg paste fried rice with blue crabmeat. 

[image: ]

The menu also features a "WellLife" selection for lighter, plant-forward options, as well as refined Thai desserts, including young coconut ice cream and traditional sweets with modern flair. 



Sartoria by Paulo Airaudo

Sartoria by Paulo Airaudo at EA Rooftop at The Empire introduces its refreshing new summer menus that highlight the season's finest ingredients.

[image: ]

Each journey begins with a Consomme infused with leek and spring onion, followed by a series of snacks, including a new creation featuring Camaron Rojo from Spain, melon, kaffir lime and verbena, an aromatic element that evokes the freshness of summer. Savour a modern interpretation of the Italian classic Minestrone with turbot, seasonal vegetables and chicken consomme and indulge in Bottoni, delicate button-shaped pasta complemented with uni from Japan, taleggio and vin jaune, which is a creamy, umami-rich sauce that blends the essence of land and sea.

[image: ]

Highlighting the season's depth and sophistication, Kinmedai, a prized deep-sea fish from Japan,  is paired with foie gras, fresh peas and a Champagne sauce, achieving a harmonious balance of richness and finesse. Meanwhile, Pigeon is presented with cherry, hazelnut, cauliflower and a vibrant jus, offering a bold and layered expression of summer's depth and complexity.

[image: ]
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To conclude the experience on a refreshing note, a tropical Pina Colada dessert. The composition of pineapple, coconut and coriander offers a light finish that echoes the spirit of summer.



Igniv Bangkok

Igniv Bangkok brings the vibes and flavours of European autumn to the tropics with its new menu.

The 18-dish menu highlights Thai produce and local ingredients, fused with fine European products to preserve the soul of the season. The essence of Swiss autumn cuisine is traditionally rich, warmly creamy in flavour and built around roasting and smoking techniques that evoke comforting aromas and textures. It's a cultural expression that delivers hearty touches to reflect the climate and spirit of the season.

[image: ]

Inspired by these foundations, head chef Arne Riehn thoughtfully incorporates seasonal autumn ingredients and locally sourced Thai produce to create a cross-cultural menu tailored to Thailand's tropical climate -- one that remains true to the essence of autumn, yet feels light and refreshing.

[image: ]

For the Autumn Menu, chef Riehn captures the spirit of the season through the use of smoked duck, Iberico and turbot. These premium proteins are elevated by Thai seasonal produce sourced from various provinces, including turmeric from Chiang Rai, tiger peanuts and sticky rice from Chiang Mai, chocolate from Lampang, Thai olives from Nakhon Pathom, fresh figs from Chon Buri, and coconut from Samut Songkhram. Imported European autumn ingredients like black trumpet mushrooms, with their earthy aroma, and Piedmont hazelnuts, renowned for their full-bodied creamy flavour, further enhance the seasonal experience.

[image: ]

"In Switzerland, autumn dishes are rich, creamy, and smoky. We reinterpret these flavours by pairing traditional Swiss tastes with fresh and sour notes to create a lighter feel that suits the tropical climate. While European autumn highlights spices, nuts, and fruits like figs and apples, we use local alternatives such as turmeric, Thai figs and tiger peanuts to capture the same seasonal spirit," says chef Riehn.

Begin with Herring with mustard, Beef tartare with potato and Thai olive. Other highlights are Butternut squash, pumpkin seeds and smoked duck; Cherry; Iberico Pluma with parsnip and chimichurri; and Turbot with black trumpet and beurre blanc.

The menu concludes with sweet creations like Chocolate, dulce de leche and tiger peanut, made using locally-sourced chocolate from Lampang, and Turmeric, sticky rice and saffron, along with Igniv's signature Souffle. To finish, guests are invited to visit the iconic Candy Store, packed with house-made pastries and jellies.



K by Vicky Cheng

As part of the evolving "Harvest Of Kilin" concept, the new menu additions reflect the same philosophy that defines K by Vicky Cheng: a balance of heritage and innovation, precision and emotion. While the full menu includes a number of exciting new creations, these six standout dishes exemplify the restaurant's culinary direction and continued evolution.

[image: ]

Highlighted new dishes include Black pepper dried abalone puff, a reinterpretation of a dim sum classic, featuring golden, flaky pastry encasing tender, umami-rich abalone. The Pan-fried mui choy and pork dumpling is a savoury-sweet combination of preserved mui choy and juicy pork, pan-seared for crisp texture and deep flavour. The Hot and sour fish maw soup with crab meat is a refined version of a comfort staple.

[image: ]

The Stir-fried kale with Chinese sausage is a celebration of simplicity and "wok hei". The dish pairs crisp kale with the savoury notes of Chinese sausage. Steamed mantis shrimp in glutinous rice wrapped in a lotus leaf is a luxurious dish that showcases Thailand's locally-sourced mantis shrimp, prized for their size and quality. Steamed with glutinous rice and wrapped in a lotus leaf, the result is aromatic. Double boiled bird's nest with chilled coconut soup is a treat for this weather and a modern take on a traditional Chinese delicacy.

[image: ]

"Our new menu items are rooted in tradition but reimagined for today's diners," said head chef Wilson Lam. "Each dish is crafted with the best ingredients available, whether that means working with live seafood or highlighting the exceptional local produce Thailand has to offer."



Sirimahannop

Sirimahannop on the Chao Phraya River will unveil a new menu that will transport diners on a gastronomic voyage between Thailand and Scandinavia, the historic trade route sailed more than 100 years ago by the ship's former captain Hans Niels Andersen. 

[image: ]

Set to be launched on Sept 1, the new menu will feature the finest cuisine from East and West, using local, seasonal and imported ingredients. The main menu will be divided into three sections, influenced by the ship's navigational coordinates. The "100degE Bangkok" will showcase delights that capture the essence of the Thai capital's vibrant food scene, with signature dishes such as House-cured dill salmon, a Scandinavian classic elevated with the Thai flavours of tomato, basil and pomelo, and a Steamed seafood pot with khao soi broth, pickled cabbage, coriander and sourdough bread.

[image: ]

Alternatively, the "45degE At Sea" draws inspiration from the ancient mariners' onboard meals, including slow-cooked and cured meats that could be preserved on long journeys. Highlights include Beef short rib with five spice-infused red wine jus, cauliflower puree, grilled king oyster mushroom, broccolini and mushroom ketchup. Diners seeking the minimalism of Nordic cuisine can discover "9degE Copenhagen", which offers Mackerel escabeche, enhanced with carrot, orange, ginger, saffron and dill; or Scandinavian calamari with Thai chilli, garlic, lemon and chunky remoulade.

Sirimahannop's popular "Tapas By The River" promotion will be permanently added to the menu, with seven seafood tapas plates, including Octopus with Thai chimichurri and Marinated anchovies with grated fresh tomatoes. 
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									New movies out this week: Aug 21-27

									'Eden' is based on the true story of European settlers moving to the Floreana Island in the Galapagos
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Peen Kleaw

Directed by Arthur "Boon" Benjakul. 

Who's in it? 

Thititum Sangmanee, Sarawut Siriphet and Kritapas Chandanabodhi.

What's it about? 

A young man torn between protecting the slum he grew up in from a predatory property developer and following his dreams of escaping the slum and breaking out of the cycle of poverty.

Why watch it? 

The film's earlier iterations hint at a concept once stirred by the late Panna Rittikrai with the working title Slum Dragons.
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Eden

Directed by Ron Howard.

Who's in it? 

Jude Law, Sydney Sweeney, Ana de Armas and Vanessa Kirby.

What's it about? 

A group of disillusioned outsiders who abandon modern society in search of a new beginning. Settling on a remote, uninhabited island, their utopian dream quickly unravels as they discover that the greatest threat isn't the brutal climate or deadly wildlife, but each other. What follows is a chilling descent into chaos where tensions spiral, desperation takes hold, and a twisted power struggle leads to betrayal, violence, and the deaths of half the colony.

Why watch it? 

Based on a factual account.
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Nobody 2

Directed by Timo Tjahjanto.

Who's in it?

Bob Odenkirk, Connie Nielsen and Christopher Lloyd.

What's it about? 

Suburban dad Hutch Mansell, a former lethal assassin, is pulled back into his violent past after thwarting a home invasion, setting off a chain of events that unravels secrets about his wife Becca's past and his own.

Why watch it?

This is Tjahjanto's American directorial debut. Tjahjanto is best known for his ultra-violent Indonesian action films like Headshot (2016), The Night Comes For Us (2018) and The Shadow Strays (2024).



[image: ]

Red Sonja

Directed by M.J. Bassett

Who's in it?

Matilda Lutz, Robert Sheehan and Wallis Day.

What's it about? 

Enslaved by an evil tyrant who wishes to destroy her people, barbarian huntress Red Sonja must unite a group of unlikely warriors to face off against Dragan and his deadly bride, Dark Annisia.

Why watch it? 

An adaptation of the comic book, Red Sonja, a vengeful warrior known as a "She-devil with a sword".



[image: ]

The Home

Directed by James DeMonaco.

Who's in it?

Pete Davidson, John Glover and Victor Williams.

What's it about? 

Follows Max, who realises that the residents and caretakers in the retirement home he started working at hide sinister secrets.

Why watch it? 

Screened at the Toronto International Film Festival.



[image: ]

Sokaphiwat

Directed by Nuttachai "Bankie" Jiraanont.

Who's in it? 

Claudia Chakrabandhu Na Ayudhya, Kaownah Kittipat Kaewcharoen, Tuss Thotsawat Sing-uppo, Boss Thanabat Ngamkamolchai, JJ Chalach Tantijibul and Plan Thanawat Koosuwan.

What's it about? 

In a lavish mansion deep within the forest, cut off from the outside world, eight siblings are raised under the strict rule of their mother Khunying Sokaphiwat and her punishments defying the limits of human endurance. Freedom is what they so yearn for, little knowing that the path they choose may bring on horrors far worse than their captivity. As the nightmare unfolds, how will they survive the terrifying secrets buried within the walls of the Sokaphiwat House?

Why watch it?

Classic Thai horror flick.



Premieres on Aug 22

[image: ]

Super Juniors 20th Anniversary Tour: Super Show 10

Who's in it?

Super Junior 

What's it about? 

Broadcast live from the "Super Show" in Seoul.
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									Prime Video presents your new courtside seat

									
								

									Prime Video is set to elevate the way fans experience professional basketball by bringing the NBA live into homes like never before. The streaming service has unveiled the broadcast schedule for the 2025-2026 NBA season, signalling the start of an exciting new era for basketball audiences worldwide.
									The action kicks off on Oct 25, with the Boston Celtics facing the New York Knicks at 6.30am Thai time, followed by the Minnesota Timberwolves against the Los Angeles Lakers at 9am. Coverage begins at 6am with a pre-game show to set the stage. The season also includes the Emirates NBA Cup, beginning on Oct 31, with the group stage wrapping up by Black Friday on Nov 28, before the knockout round begins in December in Las Vegas. With 66 regular-season games streaming live, fans can look forward to nonstop basketball from opening night through to the postseason.

This milestone broadcast comes under a groundbreaking 11-year media rights agreement between Amazon Prime Video and the NBA, beginning this season. Prime Video will stream every regular-season game live while expanding coverage internationally, giving fans across multiple markets front-row access to their favourite teams. The package also includes the Emirates NBA Cup, the SoFi NBA Play-In Tournament, the playoffs and the Conference Finals, plus the NBA Finals for six of the 11 years covered by the deal.

The Emirates NBA Cup will be a highlight of the season, delivering the intensity of the league's in-season tournament. Kicking off on Halloween, the event culminates in late November with marquee clashes such as the Milwaukee Bucks vs the New York Knicks and the Dallas Mavericks vs the Los Angeles Lakers. The action then shifts to Las Vegas in December for the knockout rounds, semifinals and championship game -- all available live on Prime Video.

Prime Video's rights package also expands in select international territories including Mexico, Brazil, France, Italy, Spain, Germany, the United Kingdom and Ireland. In these markets, fans will enjoy at least 20 additional primetime regular-season games per year, plus the annual Conference Finals series. This broad distribution underscores the NBA's global reach while positioning Prime Video as a premier destination for basketball.

The deal further extends to the Women's National Basketball Association. Beginning in 2026, Prime Video will stream 30 WNBA regular-season games annually, including the Commissioner's Cup presented by Coinbase. For the first time, the platform will hold exclusive rights to WNBA postseason games, covering one first-round series per year, seven semifinal series and three Finals series during the agreement. This marks a major step forward in spotlighting women's basketball for a worldwide audience.

Viewers in Thailand can stream NBA games on Prime Video and NBA League Pass via a wide range of supported devices, from smartphones and tablets to set-top boxes, game consoles, smart TVs, and the Prime Video website. With this historic partnership, Prime Video is reshaping how basketball is watched and shared across the globe.
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									BACC presents a Thai-Portuguese dance dialogue on 'common latitude'

									
								

									The Friends of The Arts Foundation presents a contemporary dance performance, Body As Space, Space As Body (Crossing To A Common Latitude), at Auditorium, 5th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection, tomorrow at 7pm.
									The show is the result of a collaborative effort between Portuguese company Intranzyt Cia and the Thai dance community in Bangkok for the "Drop In Space Series 3". After several workshops and a very intense rehearsal period, this performance was created, consisting of two choreographic pieces that are distinct in style and concept.

One piece is the result of the reassembly of choreography from the repertoire of Intranzyt Cia by Cuban creator Maura Morales, performed by Intranzyt Cia and Thai dancers.

The other is a choreography created specifically for this programme and is the result of a collaborative effort between dancers who participated in the "Drop In Space 3 Thailand/Portugal" programme. This performance investigates the intimate and changing relationship between body and space. Through movement, the body is understood not only as an occupant of space, but as an extension of it -- a sensitive territory in constant negotiation with the environment and with other bodies present.

Based on the metaphor of "common latitude", the performers cross physical and symbolic borders, seeking meeting points where differences dissolve and a shared listening emerges.

The stage becomes a living field of tension and harmony where bodies touch and transform into moving landscapes, drawing maps of belonging, migration and connection.

With a choreographic approach that combines improvisation, precision and sensory bodily states, the work invites the audience to an immersive and contemplative experience where body and space merge into a single flow -- a poetic journey towards a common geography.

Tickets cost 2,000 baht (1,000 baht for members and 500 baht for children) from bit.ly/473bOLe.

Call 085-100-3050 or visit fotaf.net.
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									Concert marks 60 years of friendship

									
								

									Opera Asia presents "Harmony Across Borders", a gala concert celebrating 60 years of Singaporean-Thai diplomatic relations, at Sala Sudasiri Sobha, Lat Phrao 41 yaek 7-2, on Saturday at 7pm.
									Held with the support of the Embassy of Singapore, Singapore Global Network and Sala by OLive Music, the concert brings together some of the region's most exciting young talents from Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra and Mahidol University's College of Music in a shared celebration of friendship and artistry.

The programme features a vibrant blend of opera, musical theatre and cross-cultural compositions. Highlights include excerpts from A Singapore Trilogy by acclaimed composer Chen Zhangyi, alongside works by Wang Chenwei, Thai compositions and beloved popular favourites that reflect the shared spirit of both nations.

Under the direction of Singaporean stage director Heather Tan, the evening will showcase performances by rising stars Pin Sasinee, Organ Prawang, Elden Handojo, Panchita Meksakulwong, Muyu and the Cherubim Children's Choir.

Founded by Heather Tan as a bridge between Asia and the world, Opera Asia is a dynamic network and platform uniting opera companies, festivals and professionals across the Asian continent.

Embracing the region's rich cultural heritage, the European operatic tradition and modern innovations, it aims to foster collaboration, creativity and sustainable growth in the operatic arts.

Tickets cost 1,400 baht (500 baht for students) and can be purchased from salasudasirisobha.com.
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									Kromo Bangkok opens on Sept 24

									Bookings are being accepted now
								

									Kromo Bangkok, Thailand's first Curio Collection by Hilton, is accepting bookings ahead of its Sept 24 opening. 
									[image: ]

Hilton's lifestyle brand, Curio Collection by Hilton, a collection of global hotels handpicked for their individual flair, will make its Thailand debut next month with the opening of Kromo Bangkok, Curio Collection by Hilton, on Sukhumvit 29. 

The 28-storey property promises a one-of-a-kind experience that celebrates Bangkok's creative energy through locally inspired design, curated dining and panoramic city views. 

[image: ]

Inspired by Bangkok's full ceremonial name, which hails it as "The City Of Nine Gems" symbolising prosperity and auspiciousness, the hotel channels the city's artistic spirit through design. Featuring subtle locally inspired touches and curated works by Thai artists and designers, the hotel offers 306 rooms and suites, which are each designed as a serene retreat in soft white, pale pink and light brown tones.

In-room amenities include a 55-inch TV, Bluetooth sound system, Nespresso machine with Rise capsules, custom Harnn toiletry and bathrobes featuring a bespoke design by Thai collage artist Nakrob Moonmanas.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Guests can indulge in French-inspired dining at Colette, an all-day bistro inspired by a free-spirited traveller's love for Thailand. Vilah Creative Social Space on the 10th floor offers a stylish setting to unwind or gather with friends, while the rooftop infinity pool and fitness centre provide an escape with striking views over the city.

[image: ]

Given its central location, the hotel offers convenient access to BTS Asok and Phrom Phong, as well as MRT Sukhumvit and is less than a 10-minute walk radius from prime shopping destinations. 

To celebrate its opening, Kromo Bangkok is offering an exclusive offer with special rates, 5,000 Hilton Honors bonus points per stay, late check-out until 2pm and a complimentary signature cocktail at Colette per guest. Early birds can avail of the offer for stays from Sept 24 to Feb 24, 2026. 
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									The world's first Marshall Livehouse opens in Bangkok

									A new cultural hub/launch pad for music in Southeast Asia
								

									Marshall, the legendary British brand that has amplified music icons for more than six decades, announced the opening of Marshall Livehouse Bangkok as a multi-level music venue, community hub and brand experience on Charoen Krung 36.
									[image: ]

Nestled in the artistic neighbourhood of Charoen Krung, Marshall Livehouse has been designed as a community-first space offering curated gigs, accessible rehearsal studios and cultural programming that blends local authenticity with a global ambition.

[image: ]

Featuring weekly shows at the heart of programming, the Marshall stage offers rising stars the chance to take their first step into the world of live performing, while connecting more established acts with new audiences. The two rehearsal studios on the third floor offer musicians a creative sanctuary to prepare for touring or create their next number one single. 

"While Bangkok has long thrived as a music capital in Southeast Asia, there's a need for more physical spaces where creators from the community can collaborate and share their craft,'' said Hataichanok "Pan" Uttaburanont, head of music & culture, Marshall Livehouse. "It's about empowering the local music community with tools, space and global opportunity. Bangkok deserves this."

The Livehouse also offers Marshall fans and music lovers a full spectrum of Marshall products, including guitar amplifiers, speakers, headphones, apparel and accessories. 

[image: ]

* Level 1 has an intimate live music space with daytime coffee and a bar in the evening, operated by City Boy Coffee Stand

[image: ]

* Level 2 boasts a Marshall customer gear hub for locally-purchased audio products and flexible workshop space, including a vinyl listening bar. 

[image: ]

* On Level 3 lie two bespoke rehearsal spaces equipped with top-of-the-line Marshall products, accessible to local emerging musicians and touring artists.

* Level 4 serves as a multi-purpose space for exhibitions, music showcases and community-led events. 

The launch is a joint vision between Marshall and Ash Asia, Marshall's distribution partner for more than a decade. Ash leads the local operations and investment of the Livehouse, with Marshall providing creative direction, product integration, strategic support and access to its global music resources.

[image: ]

Marshall envisions the Bangkok Livehouse as the beginning of a broader commitment to culture-led expansion across Asia and beyond.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26

									12 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Netflix and Prime Video
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									APPLE TV+

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Invasion: Season 3  

Premieres on Aug 22

An alien invasion through different perspectives around the world. Those perspectives collide for the first time, as the series' main characters are brought together to work as a team on a critical mission to infiltrate the alien mothership. The ultimate apex aliens have finally emerged, rapidly spreading their deadly tendrils across the planet. It will take all heroes working together, using their experience and expertise, to save the species. New relationships are formed, old relationships are challenged and even shattered, as an international cast of characters must become a team before it's too late.



HBO/ HBO MAX

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Peacemaker: Season 2

Premieres on Aug 22 

After recovering from his injures, Christopher Smith is forced to join a black ops squad and eliminate parasites that have taken over human bodies around the world.

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Love Hurts

Premieres on Aug 23 

The movie features Quan as a former hitman who has reinvented himself as a real estate agent in Milwaukee, but his past catches up with him.



DISCOVERY

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Mystery At Blind Frog Ranch: Season 4

Premieres on Aug 21 

Chad and Eric discover an abandoned mine deep in the mountains and suspect they are being stalked. At the Bead Site, the team unearths evidence of sacrifice.

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Expedition X: Season 9

Premieres on Aug 24 

Heather and Phil travel to the most haunted chateau in France to investigate terrifying stories of hostile ghosts linked to strange and savage murders.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

The Map That Leads To You

Premieres on Aug 20

Heather, a young woman setting off on an adventure across Europe with her best friends before settling into her perfectly planned life. When she crosses paths with Jack, a magnetic and mysterious stranger, their instant spark ignites an emotional journey neither of them expected. As their connection deepens, secrets, life choices, and hidden truths will test their bond -- and change her life in ways she never imagined. 

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Upload: Season 4

Premieres on Aug 25

A sci-fi comedy series set in a technologically advanced future where holographic phones, self-driving vehicles, AI assistance, and 3D food printers are the norm. And, forget about dying - instead, you'll be "uploaded" to a virtual reality afterlife, and enjoy all the comforts of a world-class resort. Provided you can afford it. In the four-part series finale event, sentient AI rapidly turns evil, threatening to wipe out Lakeview (and the world!). On top of greedy executives, lingering mysteries, plus heartbreak in VR and IRL, our characters are tested like never before. The only way they can get through it all and save humanity from deletion is by teaming up one last time.



NETFLIX 

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Gold Rush Gang

Premieres on Aug 21

At the tail end of World War II, a bandit leader and his crew go up against his sworn enemy and the Japanese army to rob a train full of gold. 

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Fall For Me

Premieres on Aug 21

Lilli is suspicious of her sister's new fiance, but when an attractive stranger enters her life, she's suddenly distracted by the thralls of desire. 

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Hostage

Premieres on Aug 21

When the British prime minister's husband is kidnapped and the French president starts receiving threats, both leaders must face an impossible choice.

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Love In The Big City

Premieres on Aug 25

When a carefree woman learns that her closeted friend is gay, the two form an inseparable bond and find comfort in each other's company.

[image: New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 20-26]

Finding Ramlee

Premieres on Aug 25

A broke actor makes a deal to erase his debts: impersonate a '50s movie star to please a loan shark's sister, who is trapped in the past.
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									Moo Deng zoo invites people to name capybara triplets

									
								

									Khao Kheow Open Zoo is inviting animal fans to help choose the names of three new capybara pups, with three lucky voters each  winning one of the zoo's licensed capybara dolls.
									The open zoo is also the home of pygmy hippo celebrity Moo Deng.

The capybara pups were born on July 18 to a grown couple - the male Siang, 5, and the female Pukpik, 3. The zoo has yet to confirm their sex,  preferring to leave them in their mother's care, the zoo said on its Facebook page. 

Khao Kheow now has 21 capybaras in its enclosures in Si Racha district, about half-an-hour's drive from Pattaya. The animals attract visitors with their calm appearance and demeamour, often used in  funny memes posted online. (continues below)

[image: ]

On Wednesday, the zoo posted on Facebook an invitation for people to vote for the pups' names. They have to choose from 10 sets of triplet names inspired by various references:

1) Three Thai girl group members: Jane, Nun and Bow

2) Three Thailand-based Korean YouTubers: Cullen, Dan and Jung

3) Three popular Thai comedians: Mum, Teng and Nhong

4) Three names from a Thai boy band in the 1990s, or the X-O game: Tic, Tac and Toe

5) Three Thai southern provinces: Ranong, Rayong and Yala

6) Names from a traditional Thai play: King, Kong and Kaew

The four other sets use food words:

7) Cocoa, Mocca and Latte

8) Kaopun (rice ball), Sushi and Mochi

9) Namphueng (honey), Namcha (tea) and Namkhaeng (ice)

10) Som (orange), Apple and Cherry.

People can vote for the names until 4.30pm on Aug 31 at Google Form. The link is in Thai, but the names are in the same order as shown here.

Three lucky voters will win a prize capybara doll licensed by Khao Kheow Open Zoo. The lucky names will be announced on Sept 12.

One-year-old Moo Deng was also named by voters, with Moo Deng (bouncy pig) then competing with two others, Moo Sab and Moo Dang.

Capybaras are the world's largest rodents, tailless, semi-aquatic and native to South America. 
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									Lotto-dispute teacher sues comedian 'Nose'

									Defamation charges filed over 2018 show featuring jokes about high-profile case
								

									KANCHANABURI - Popular Thai comedian Udom "Nose" Taepanich is in trouble yet again with someone who doesn't share his sense of humour. This time it is a Kanchanaburi teacher who gained notoriety during a long-running battle over a 30-million-baht lottery prize.
									Nose Udom, as the comic is usually known, reported to the Kanchanaburi police station on Wednesday to acknowledge defamation charges filed by teacher Preecha Kraikruan over content from a stand-up comedy show seven years ago.

The charges stem from the DEAW #12 Stand Up Comedy Show that can still be streamed on Netflix, in which Nose Udom made remarks about the lotto controversy.

"The Ministry of Education's outstanding achievement is Teacher Preecha, because imagination is more important than knowledge," he said, poking fun at the teacher for imagining the lottery winnings were his, even though the evidence proved otherwise.

"Don't worry teacher, I'll stand beside you. But the hair in the middle of your head might not," the comedian added

The joke was seven years old, but Preecha only became aware of it recently when someone sent him a video, leading him to file his police complaint on June 15.

Lottery Controversy

Preecha was teaching in Kanchanaburi when he rose to national notoriety in 2017 after claiming ownership of lottery tickets that won a 30-million-baht jackpot.

The case sparked years of legal battles with Pol Lt Jaroon Wimool, who had already claimed the prize.

In 2023, the Supreme Court upheld lower court rulings that the winning tickets did not belong to Preecha, effectively dismissing his claims.

Preecha is still appealing a two-year jail sentence he subsequently received for falsely accusing the retired policeman of stealing the tickets.

Teacher demands justice

Speaking to reporters on Wednesday at his residence in tambon Pak Phraek, Preecha said specific terms used by the comedian had damaged his reputation significantly during a period when he was still serving as a teacher at a government school in 2018.

"The stand-up show was a ticketed performance where he profited from using my personal story inappropriately," Preecha said, emphasising his determination to pursue the case to its conclusion.

He said no discussions have taken place yet with the defendant's side, though he remains open to dialogue if approached.

Pol Col Surayut Mekmangkorn, the superintendent of Kanchanaburi police station, confirmed that Nose Udom was released without bail after acknowledging the charges on Wednesday. 

The case will now proceed to the legal mediation process, with formal prosecution following if no settlement is reached between the parties.

What's so funny?

Nose Udom is no stranger to controversy. In a Netflix show that aired last year, he took playful aim at people who pretended to adhere to the concept of self-sufficiency, a philosophy initiated by the late King Rama IX. The joke "didn't land" with some people, as the show-business saying goes.

Another Netflix special in 2022 featured several gags about Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha that the former prime minister's supporters didn't find funny.

Serial petitioner Srisuwan Janya rushed off to file a complaint at a police station, where he was punched in the face by someone who was not a fan of Gen Prayut.
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