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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Trump says he will join police, military on D.C. streets Thursday
        Emily Davies, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        The move continues his administration's efforts to exert control over the capital city.

      

      
        Harris to embark on tour to promote memoir about presidential campaign
        Amy B Wang

        The 15-city book tour will be Harris's first series of planned public appearances around the country since she lost the election in November.

      

      
        California begins debate on plan to counter Texas in nationwide fight over election maps
        Maeve Reston

        California races toward redrawing congressional maps as Texas moves toward final approval of its plans.

      

      
        Eric Adams adviser suspended after giving reporter cash in potato chip bag
        Annabelle Timsit, Kim Bellware

        City reporter Katie Honan said that Winnie Greco, a volunteer for Adams's reelection campaign, apologized and told her the gesture was cultural.

      

      
        Do Democrats have a version of Project 2025? Karen Tumulty took your questions.
        Karen Tumulty

        Our chief political correspondent chats with readers every other Thursday at 12 p.m. Eastern time.

      

      
        James Dobson, influential voice of the religious right, dies at 89
        Bill Hewitt

        He became an evangelical broadcaster in the late 1970s, denouncing abortion and same-sex marriage through his radio show and nonprofit, Focus on the Family.

      

      
        GOP Rep. Chip Roy, at times a party thorn, to run for Texas attorney general
        Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek

        A member of the ultraconservative Freedom Caucus, Roy joins a crowded field vying to replace Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton.

      

      
        Trump demands release of Colorado official sentenced in election data scheme
        Amy B Wang

        Former Mesa County clerk Tina Peters is serving a nine-year prison sentence on charges that include conspiracy to commit criminal impersonation.

      

      
        Texas state House passes new election map favored by Trump
        Patrick Marley, Sabrina Rodriguez, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Maeve Reston

        The Republican-controlled chamber will gavel back into session Wednesday with an intent to vote on a plan to help the GOP in the midterms.

      

      
        John Boehner's road to Alaska: Bourbon shortages in Canada, but optimism reigns
        Paul Kane

        Almost a decade after resigning as House speaker, the 75-year-old Boehner drove from Cincinnati to Anchorage in search of good fishing and the American spirit.

      

      
        Trump, GOP portray cities as chaotic dystopias in need of occupation
        Naftali Bendavid

        The president describes cities as "blood-soaked" and "cesspools." His military incursions into D.C. and L.A. culminate growing anti-urban sentiment on the right.

      

      
        State Dept. fires official after internal debates over Israel
        John Hudson

        Shahed Ghoreishi recommended expressing condolences for slain journalists in Gaza and opposing the forced displacement of Palestinians. He was fired days later.

      

      
        These states could redistrict before the 2026 midterms
        Nick Mourtoupalas

        As Trump pushes for a more Republican-friendly House map, more than half a dozen states are potential targets for mid-decade tweaks to congressional boundaries.

      

      
        Vance says D.C. police takeover an example for other cities
        Amy B Wang

        White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller also claimed that bringing in federal law enforcement is meant to protect Washington's Black residents.

      

      
        White House tours canceled indefinitely because of Trump's ballroom
        Jonathan Edwards

        The White House has canceled tours for September, and it's unclear when the long-standing tradition will resume.

      

      
        Limits of Trump's diplomacy clear as Moscow balks at Ukraine plan
        Cat Zakrzewski, Catherine Belton, Michael Birnbaum

        Moscow has resisted a Putin-Zelensky summit and security guarantees for Ukraine. Trump claims that the Kremlin's position has changed, leaving analysts puzzled.

      

      
        Trump calls for resignation of Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook
        Patrick Svitek, Andrew Ackerman

        The president's call appears to be his latest effort to influence the central bank board as he demands lower interest rates.

      

      
        Obama supports California redistricting, says GOP can't 'rig the game'
        Mariana Alfaro

        The former president said that what Texas Republicans are doing requires an equally aggressive response from Democrats.

      

      
        Trump administration cancels annual employee survey amid civil service tumult
        Meryl Kornfield

        The Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey has been sent to millions of federal workers over the years.

      

      
        With police trailing him, Texas lawmaker spends a long day into night
        Molly Hennessy-Fiske

        Rep. Suleman Lalani, among the Democrats who fled the state to delay GOP redistricting efforts, had a constant law enforcement shadow to ensure his whereabouts.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Trump says he will join police, military on D.C. streets Thursday
The move continues his administration's efforts to exert control over the capital city.

President Donald Trump in the Oval Office on Aug. 14. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Emily Davies, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-08-21
President Donald Trump said he will  join law enforcement officials on D.C. streets Thursday, as his administration continues its effort to exert control over the capital city.
"I'm going to be going out tonight with the police and with the military, of course," Trump said in an interview with talk show host Todd Starnes.
The move comes more than a week after Trump ordered a federal takeover of the D.C. police force, an extraordinary flex of federal power and part of his wide-reaching effort to make his mark on deep-blue American cities, which he has described as chaotic dystopias in need of occupation.
While a judge walked back some of Trump's efforts to put his staff at the helm of the D.C. police department, his administration has successfully infused the city with federal law enforcement agents and transformed a jurisdiction historically accepting of immigrants into ripe ground for Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to detain people.
Over the last week, the Trump administration has repeatedly taken credit for bringing down crime in the nation's capital, touting the number of arrests made daily and arguing the surge in federal law enforcement is making the city safer.
Speaking to reporters Thursday morning before the president's announcement, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said the city's police department had overseen significant drops in violent crime before the Trump administration's actions.
"Our police department has been consistently precipitously driving down crime for the last two years," she said at a news conference, calling the D.C. police department's work "effective."
Bowser added that an order from U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi seeking to compel D.C. police to cooperate with federal officers "almost exclusively focused on immigration enforcement and homeless encampment enforcement," rather than crime.
"I'll let you draw your own conclusions," Bowser said.
This is a developing story and will be updated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/21/trump-dc-federal-takeover/
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Politics
Harris to embark on tour to promote memoir about presidential campaign
The 15-city book tour will be Harris's first series of planned public appearances around the country since she lost the election in November.

Former vice president Kamala Harris will start her 15-city tour in New York on Sept. 24. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-08-21
Former vice president Kamala Harris is set to embark on a 15-city book tour to promote her new memoir, "107 Days," her first series of planned public appearances around the country since she lost the presidential election in November.
Harris announced last month that she will not run for California governor, keeping the door open for another possible presidential campaign in 2028. The tour could provide a test for whether audiences are eager to hear more from Harris -- and whether she wants to jump back into a "system" that she describes as broken.
"For now, I don't want to go back in the system," Harris said earlier this month on CBS's "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert." "I want to travel the country, I want to listen to people, I want to talk with people, and I don't want it to be transactional, where I'm asking for their vote."
The tour is set to kick off in New York on Sept. 24, the day the book will be published, and continue on with most stops in large cities. Harris will also travel to two international cities -- London and Toronto -- and visit a handful of smaller cities including Durham, North Carolina. A few of the stops will be in states President Donald Trump won by large margins, including Texas, Alabama and Tennessee.
"Over the next few months, I will travel our country to share behind-the-scenes moments, lessons learned, and how we keep moving forward together. I'll see you out there," Harris wrote in a social media post Thursday.
Tickets for the book tour will go on sale Friday, according to book publisher Simon & Schuster. Harris has billed "107 days" as a behind-the-scenes look at the whirlwind, 107-day presidential campaign she undertook after President Joe Biden stepped out of the race.
"It was intense, high stakes, and deeply personal -- for me, and for so many of you. Since leaving office, I've spent a lot of time reflecting on those days ... in essence, writing a journal that is this book," Harris said in a video posted last month to her social media accounts.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/21/kamala-harris-book-tour/
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Politics
California begins debate on plan to counter Texas in nationwide fight over election maps
California races toward redrawing congressional maps as Texas moves toward final approval of its plans.

Activists protest redistricting at the Texas Capitol in Austin on Wednesday. (Mikala Compton/AP)


By Maeve Reston | 2025-08-21
California Democrats began debating a plan Thursday to draw a new congressional map, aiming to counter Texas Republicans in a national fight between the two parties to seize an advantage in next year's midterm elections.
They hope to pass three related bills by early this afternoon and send them to California Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, for his signature. California lawmakers are taking action in response to Texas House Republicans, who approved a new map Wednesday night that would give their party an edge in winning as many as five new GOP seats in Congress. The Texas Senate is expected to follow suit by Friday, sending the measure to Gov. Greg Abbott (R) for his signature.
Newsom (D) is pushing his state to retaliate by adding five Democratic-leaning districts. But the process in California has more hurdles, because the state constitution requires that an independent nonpartisan panel draw its congressional maps. Voters must approve any constitutional amendment.
"It's on, Texas," Newsom tweeted Wednesday night.

The Texas state House on Aug. 20 passed a new election map that President Donald Trump has backed, amid a nationwide redistricting fight.


The dueling efforts by the two most populous states mark an unusual mid-decade showdown over election maps that has erupted across the country and exacerbated tensions between the two major parties. The extraordinary fight over the terrain for next year's election has included an assertion from President Donald Trump that his party is "entitled" to more House seats, a two-week walkout by Texas Democrats and an array of lawsuits and threats from both parties in multiple states.
The California House and Senate Elections committees approved three bills Tuesday along party lines that would ask voters to amend the state's constitution in November. The amendment would replace the independently created maps with more Democratic-leaning maps for elections in 2026, 2028 and 2030.
The changes would kick in only if Texas or another Republican-controlled state gives final approval to changes in its own map.

Texas state Rep. Marc LaHood (R) with a proposed map of new state congressional districts on Wednesday in Austin. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Democrats in the state legislature are working on a tight deadline because the orders for the special election must be transmitted to California Secretary of State Shirley Weber (D) by Friday to get the measure on the November ballot.
Newsom and his Democratic allies in the legislature insist that they still support the independent redistricting committee process, which was created by voter-approved ballot measures in 2008 and 2010 and is popular with the state's voters. But they argue that their partisan response to Texas is necessary to check the power of Trump, who urged Texas's governor to redraw his state's maps. During a call with reporters organized by the Democratic National Committee on Wednesday, Newsom framed the fight as "the rule of Don versus the rule of law."

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) on Aug. 13 in Los Angeles. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


"This is a different person. This is a different presidency," Newsom said of Trump's second term. "It requires a different approach than we've seen in the past. And so I think this is the ultimate wake up call -- trying to rig this election before one vote is even cast before 2026."
Republicans hold a 219-212 U.S. House majority with four vacancies. Democratic control would give the opposition power to thwart Trump's legislative agenda and launch investigations into him and his administration.
GOP leaders in the California legislature have argued that Democrats controlling the process have allowed little transparency, even shrouding the identities of the lawmakers involved in drawing the new district lines. They objected to the refusal of Democrat leaders on the Assembly's elections committee to publicly release some 1,600 comments from constituents before the committee voted on the maps.
GOP members in the Assembly immediately launched a series of parliamentary maneuvers to slow consideration of the bills on Thursday morning. But the Democrats' supermajority in the legislature is likely to allow them to power through those objections. Assembly Republican Leader James Gallagher said in an interview on Wednesday that GOP lawmakers would "use all the tools that we have to bring in opposition to these bills and to really let the public know about the underhanded things that are being done to push this through."
Bills of this nature would normally be available for review for 30 days in print, he said. Instead, Democratic lawmakers have pushed them through in three days, justifying the rush by noting that voters will have a chance to consider the new maps over the coming weeks and approve or reject them on the ballot in November.
"This is a battle between people and politicians," Gallagher said. "The people spoke very loudly in California twice, saying they didn't want politicians drawing district lines, that they wanted the people to have that power. And I think that very deeply ingrained mindset in California voters is going to win out in the end."
The Texas state House voted Wednesday along party lines, 88-52, to advance that state's new maps. The process has been especially contentious, with Democrats fleeing the state to halt business for two weeks by denying Republicans a quorum. Upon their return, Republicans barred them from leaving the Capitol without a police escort.
State House Speaker Dustin Burrows (R) said "passage of the congressional map has ushered in a new chapter of Republican unity, and I am proud to have led my colleagues in this important achievement."
In addition to Texas and California, several other states are considering altering their maps -- a process that usually takes place only once a decade following the census.
Patrick Marley contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/21/california-texas-redistricting-trump/
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Politics
Eric Adams adviser suspended after giving reporter cash in potato chip bag   
City reporter Katie Honan said that Winnie Greco, a volunteer for Adams's reelection campaign, apologized and told her the gesture was cultural.

New York Mayor Eric Adams at the 21st Autumn Moon Festival and 12th China Day Festival with Winnie Greco in 2023, in New York. (New York Mayoral Photography Office) (Violet Mendelsund/AP)


By Annabelle Timsit, Kim Bellware | 2025-08-21
A volunteer adviser to New York Mayor Eric Adams has been suspended from his reelection campaign after she handed a journalist an envelope of cash stuffed inside a bag of potato chips.
The reporter, Katie Honan of the City, said that Winnie Greco, a longtime adviser to Adams who volunteered for his reelection campaign, handed her the potato chip bag, which contained a red envelope stuffed with cash, after a campaign event in Harlem on Wednesday. Honan said that once she realized what was inside, she brought the chip bag back to her newsroom, where she and her editors contacted the New York City Department of Investigation to report the incident.
Greco's attorney, Steven Brill, said in an email that her action was "no payoff" but instead "a gesture of kindness blown out of a Chinese tradition of handing money to others as a form of gratitude and friendship."
"She knows this reporter and was fond of her," Brill said, adding that it "it may appear strange, but there was nothing nefarious about it."
Greco told the City she made a mistake and apologized, and said the money she gave Honan was "a culture thing," according to the outlet.
"Winnie had no official role with the campaign. She volunteered her time because she believes in the Mayor and deeply cares about Chinese community in New York," Brill said in an emailed statement Thursday. "Yesterday, she was asked to discontinue her volunteering."
Adams and his campaign did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post early Thursday. But campaign spokesperson Todd Shapiro told the New York Post they were "shocked" by the reports of Greco's actions. "Winnie Greco holds no position in this campaign and has been suspended from all volunteer campaign-related activities," he said.
Shapiro said Adams "had no prior knowledge of this matter."
Greco is a close adviser to Adams who served as director for Asian affairs in City Hall until she resigned last year, after the FBI raided properties she owned. It remains unclear what federal agents were searching for. The City reported that federal agents also raided a mall in Queens as part of the investigation. Those operations occurred after federal agents raided properties associated with two other Adams aides, Brianna Suggs and Rana Abbasova.
The former New York police captain's mayoralty has been dogged by scandal, including a federal corruption probe for bribery, campaign finance and conspiracy offenses that last year made him the first sitting New York mayor in recent history to face criminal charges.
A judge dismissed that case in April after a controversial push from President Donald Trump's Justice Department -- which argued, without providing compelling evidence, that the former head of the Manhattan federal prosecutor's office pursued charges against Adams for political reasons. Adams has maintained his innocence in the corruption case.
The specter of scandal now looms over Adams's longshot reelection bid as an independent, as bribery and conspiracy charges widen over his allies and associates. Early Thursday, the Manhattan district attorney's office indicted Adams's former chief adviser, Ingrid Lewis-Martin, on a fresh round of bribery and conspiracy charges. Lewis-Martin is already facing bribery charges from 2024. Also included in Thursday's indictment were Lewis-Martin's son, Glenn; Jesse Hamilton, a deputy commissioner in Adams's cabinet; and siblings Gina and Tony Argento, who have previously donated to Adams's campaign.

Winnie Greco walks into New York Mayor Eric Adams's Brooklyn campaign office before a ribbon-cutting ceremony earlier this month. (Adam Gray/Reuters)


Honan said in an interview Thursday that Greco texted her Wednesday after an event to mark the opening of an Adams campaign office in Harlem, and asked her to meet near a TD Bank nearby. The two met and walked into a Whole Foods store next door, where Greco repeatedly tried to hand her a crumpled bag of Herr's Sour Cream & Onion ripple potato chips, Honan said. Honan said she eventually accepted the bag of chips because Greco was so insistent, and the two women parted ways.
Honan said she hoped the bag might contain a note tipping her off about secret information from the Adams campaign. "I planned to just throw the bag of chips out, but at the top of the subway stairs, I opened it and ... I did immediately recognize it as a Lunar New Year traditional envelope," she said. She saw a wad of bills in the envelope, including a $100 bill and several $20 bills. There were also chips inside the bag, she said.
Honan said that once she realized the envelope contained money and not information -- the City said its staff did not count the cash or open the envelope fully because it anticipates "possible law enforcement investigations" -- she called Greco to tell her she could not accept the money.
When Greco did not immediately offer to come collect the money, Honan said she returned to her office with it and alerted editors. After the City reported the incident, it said that the office of Brooklyn U.S. Attorney Joseph Nocella contacted the publication's attorneys and that an investigator retrieved the bag, envelope and cash. Nocella's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment early Thursday.
When the City contacted Greco to ask her why she gave Honan cash, the outlet said Greco apologized profusely, suggested that the gesture was not important and said "I just wanted to be her friend." She also asked if the outlet could "forget about this" and asked that they not cover the incident
"Please don't do in the news nothing about me," she reportedly said, adding: "It's a culture thing."
Honan said she is familiar with the tradition among some communities of Asian descent of offering money as a sign of friendship and gratitude -- a Lunar New Year tradition consists of offering relatives cash inside red envelopes -- but she believes that Greco "greatly misread the whole situation."
"She said it was a gesture of friendship, but I don't want money, I just want information as a reporter," Honan said.
"As much as it is part of her culture, she did work for the city of New York for two years, which allegedly has extensive ethics training," Honan added. "And although she's no longer a City Hall employee, she should have known better."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/21/eric-adams-adviser-suspended-cash-reporter/
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Do Democrats have a version of Project 2025? Karen Tumulty took your questions. 
Our chief political correspondent chats with readers every other Thursday at 12 p.m. Eastern time.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-08-21
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Obituaries
James Dobson, influential voice of the religious right, dies at 89
He became an evangelical broadcaster in the late 1970s, denouncing abortion and same-sex marriage through his radio show and nonprofit, Focus on the Family.

Evangelical leader James C. Dobson Jr. speaks at the 1998 Southern Baptist Convention in Salt Lake City. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


By Bill Hewitt | 2025-08-21
James C. Dobson Jr., a child psychologist who rose to prominence by advocating the strict disciplining of children but went on to achieve even greater influence with his efforts to unite the Republican Party behind a sharply conservative evangelical agenda, died Aug. 21 at his home in Colorado Springs. He was 89.
A spokeswoman for the family, Jessica Kramer, confirmed the death but did not cite a specific cause.
Dr. Dobson's views were shaped by his fundamentalist faith and in reaction to the tumult of the 1960s, notably the anti-war movement, changing sexual mores and drug use, all of which were seen by some conservatives as outgrowths of the permissive parenting methods of the postwar era made popular by Benjamin Spock.
For Dr. Dobson, advocating a return to traditional child-rearing practices led over time to a highly visible role in attempting to turn back that cultural tide, and ultimately to becoming one of the preeminent voices on the Christian right.
Dr. Dobson was the author of a best-selling book on parenting, "Dare to Discipline," when he founded Focus on the Family as a radio program in 1977 to promote fundamentalist Christian values. He was credited with taking some of the first steps, two years before the Rev. Jerry Falwell launched the Moral Majority, toward bringing evangelical Christianity explicitly into the realm of conservative politics.
Focus on the Family quickly became a major -- and controversial -- player in the rise of the religious right as an electoral force, claiming an early victory with its role in the election of Republican President Ronald Reagan in 1980.

Dr. Dobson and his wife, Shirley Dobson, at a San Diego prayer event in 2008. (Denis Poroy/AP)


Because he operated Focus on the Family as a nonprofit, Dr. Dobson was legally obliged to observe limitations on the group's political involvement. In 1983 he helped found the Washington-based Family Research Council as an advocacy arm.
He built a passionately loyal national following with his talk radio empire, which attracted an estimated 7 million weekly listeners. A pointed remark to his audience about home schooling or defunding the National Endowment for the Arts could light up the congressional switchboard.
Over the decades, Focus on the Family grew into a sprawling media enterprise that produced videos, magazines and podcasts. Significant resources were dedicated to answering thousands of letters and emails each day from listeners seeking advice on parenting or other personal matters.
"He was way out on the leading edge of this movement," Laura Olson, a Clemson University political scientist who studies the role of religion in politics, said in a 2020 interview for this obituary. "He created this broad framework around which it was able to define itself."

Dr. Dobson at a 2006 rally in Philadelphia, held a day before the start of confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Samuel A. Alito Jr. (Jeff Fusco/Getty Images)


Dr. Dobson was not an ordained minister. But he was descended from a long line of Nazarene pastors in Louisiana, and the role of stern prophet was one that came naturally to him. In his broadcasts and lectures, he combined Old Testament fury with an engaging speaking style.
He decried any trend that smacked of liberalism, which he blamed for the decline of the family. "We're in a moral free fall," he declared at a rally in 2002. "Wherever you stick the thermometer into the American culture, you'll find corruption."
As he saw it, the family was the bedrock of civilization, and it was under assault by factors including women in the workplace, contraception and premarital cohabitation.
But those concerns, in his view, paled as a threat to the nation's moral fiber when compared with abortion, an issue that traditionally had been seen mainly as a concern to Catholic voters. Dr. Dobson, who opposed abortion under any circumstances, played a key role in making the matter a centerpiece of the Christian right's agenda. When the Supreme Court in 2022 overturned the right to abortion established by Roe v. Wade, Dr. Dobson was jubilant, saying that the justices had corrected "one of the court's most shameful moments."
Dr. Dobson also trained his ire on same-sex marriage, which he denounced as a peril to the structure of society.
When pressed on how allowing gay couples to wed undermined the institution of marriage or the family, he argued that same-sex marriage would set the country on a steep and slippery slope that could easily end in legalized polygamy. "The family was designed for a purpose," he said on CNN's "Larry King Live" talk show in 2002. "And if you go tampering with it, the whole thing crumbles."
Critics denounced him as a bigot, but within the GOP his insistence on the primacy of what he presented as biblical principles became increasingly influential. He excoriated Republican politicians and even fellow Christian leaders who elevated tax cuts or other fiscal initiatives over moral issues. Doing so, he argued, presumed that Americans cared only about money.

Dr. Dobson and his wife with President George W. Bush in 2007, during a National Day of Prayer ceremony at the White House. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Perhaps the high-water mark of his political influence was the 2004 presidential election, when he rallied evangelicals to the polls, admonishing them that failure to cast a ballot would be a sin.
The incumbent, Republican George W. Bush, went on to narrowly defeat Sen. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.). In the run-up to the election, Ralph Neas, president of the liberal advocacy group People for the American Way, told the New York Times, "There is no question that James Dobson is the most powerful and most influential voice on the religious Right."
Dr. Dobson could at times exhibit a pragmatic streak in applying his moral principles to politics. He argued that Democrat Bill Clinton's infidelity disqualified him from occupying the Oval Office. "If a man will lie to his wife and break his commitment to her," he told his biographer, Dale Buss, "how could he be trusted to lead the free world?"
Yet he offered a more lenient appraisal of Republican Donald Trump, who was married three times, was heard on an "Access Hollywood" recording using a vulgar term to describe groping a woman and paid hush money to an adult-film star.
While acknowledging that Trump was "not a perfect man," Dr. Dobson praised the president for keeping "every promise he made to the faith community," adding that Trump was "the most pro-life president we've ever had." He served on the Trump campaign's evangelical executive advisory board in 2016 and continued to support Trump during his subsequent campaigns.
"I really do love and appreciate that man," Dr. Dobson said on the Christian Broadcasting Network in 2019. He added, "I wish people would get off his back."

Dr. Dobson with Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, then a Republican presidential candidate, at a 2016 town hall in Winterset, Iowa. (Mark Kauzlarich/Reuters)


James Clayton Dobson Jr. was born in Shreveport, Louisiana, on April 21, 1936. His father, an itinerant preacher in the Church of the Nazarene, was often away as the family moved across Oklahoma and Texas. James completed high school in San Benito, Texas, and graduated in 1958 from Pasadena College, a Nazarene school in California.
In 1960 he married Shirley Deere. In addition to his wife, survivors include two children -- Danae, an author of Christian-themed children's books, and Ryan, who has done pastoral work of his own -- and two grandchildren.
After receiving a doctorate in child development in 1967 from the University of Southern California, Dr. Dobson spent 14 years as an associate clinical professor of pediatrics at the USC medical school, while also serving on the staff of Children's Hospital Los Angeles.
The Watts riots that shook Los Angeles in 1965 had a profound effect on Dr. Dobson, who had just become a father for the first time, and who wondered what would happen to his daughter in a nation that seemed, in his eyes, to be coming unglued. As he recalled in his 1980 book "The Strong-Willed Child": "Accompanying this social upheaval was a sudden disintegration of moral and ethical principles such as has never occurred in the history of mankind. All at once, there were no definite values. There were no standards. No absolutes. No rules. No traditional beliefs on which to lean."
His child-rearing philosophy centered on the belief that parents should set firm boundaries for their kids and that spanking, with a paddle or other implement, was an essential tool to that end.
Dr. Dobson cautioned that spankings should be carefully administered and should never turn into abuse. But he insisted that the affirmation of parental control, with the help of corporal punishment, was of "vital importance to Christian parents who wish to transmit their love for Jesus Christ to their sons and daughters."

Dr. Dobson was the subject of a 2005 biography by Dale Buss. (Rick Wilking/Reuters)


In the late 1960s, he became a coveted speaker for Christian audiences and eventually a familiar figure on television programs, including Dinah Shore's talk show. In 1970 he published a manifesto of his views, "Dare to Discipline," that became a bestseller. Over the years he wrote more than 70 books, according to his foundation, mostly on parenting and relationships.
Resigning from his clinical duties, he started his Focus on the Family radio program from a two-room office in Arcadia, California. Eleven years later, in 1988, he moved the operation to Colorado Springs, where it eventually occupied an 80-acre campus, with a staff of 1,300. In time the headquarters became a pilgrimage destination for his supporters, attracting hundreds of thousands of visitors a year. By 2005, the organization had annual revenue of nearly $140 million.
Dr. Dobson at times attracted criticism with his forays into the culture wars. In 1989, he conducted an interview with serial killer Ted Bundy hours before Bundy was executed in Florida. The interview was "a message to the American people about pornography," according to Dr. Dobson, which Bundy cited as a source of his urge to kill.
Experts objected strongly to the interview, noting that there was little if any evidence that pornography led to violence.

Dr. Dobson listens as President Donald Trump speaks at the 2018 March for Life, an annual rally of antiabortion activists in Washington. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In 2005, Dr. Dobson created a kerfuffle when he portrayed a popular cartoon character, SpongeBob SquarePants, as a menace to the nation's youth. In the Nickelodeon series, SpongeBob and his best friend, a dotty starfish named Patrick, are occasionally depicted holding hands. At a speech in Washington, Dr. Dobson objected to SpongeBob's appearance along with other cartoon favorites in a video aimed at children to promote tolerance, calling it "pro-homosexual."
Amid the resulting ridicule, even a Baptist minister in Oklahoma denounced Dr. Dobson as a "fundamentalist demagogue."
Dr. Dobson stepped down as chairman of Focus on the Family in 2009. He founded a new nonprofit, the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute, the next year.
For all his influence, Dr. Dobson eschewed the trappings of power and wealth that led to criticism or scandal for some other evangelical leaders. He lived off his royalties, taking no salary from Focus on the Family, and avoided using his radio programs for on-air fundraising. He and his family lived a comparatively modest life in a home in Colorado Springs.
"Building a power base means nothing to me," he once told The Washington Post. "I'm uncomfortable with what I have. But I do feel I cannot sit on my hands while everything I care about goes down the drain."
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GOP Rep. Chip Roy, at times a party thorn, to run for Texas attorney general
A member of the ultraconservative Freedom Caucus, Roy joins a crowded field vying to replace Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton.

Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas) on Capitol Hill. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek | 2025-08-21
Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas), a member of the ultraconservative Freedom Caucus with a history of sparring with his Republican colleagues, announced Thursday he is running for Texas attorney general, joining a crowded field vying to replace Ken Paxton.
In a campaign launch video, Roy made no mention of his past clashes with GOP leaders, including President Donald Trump and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana). Instead, he blamed "radical Democrats" for threatening "the Texas of our dreams" and painted himself as someone who has cooperated with Trump.
"Today, we draw a line in the sand," Roy said in the video. "Texans' next attorney general must have a proven record of fighting to preserve, protect, and defend our legacy -- an attorney general unafraid to fight, unafraid to win. That's why I fought to secure our border and help President Trump deliver results."
Roy was elected in 2018 and is serving his fourth term representing Texas's 21st Congressional District, which includes parts of Austin and much of the Texas Hill Country north of San Antonio. In a statement, Roy cited the recent flooding in Central Texas as spurring his decision to run for statewide office.
"I could [serve in Congress] forever and be fulfilled professionally. But representatives should not be permanent," Roy stated. "And my experience watching Texans unite in response to the devastating Hill Country floods made clear that I want to come home."
Roy has frequently been an antagonist within his own party, most recently stalling Trump's signature tax and immigration legislation, though he ultimately voted in support of it. Roy notably questioned whether Republicans deserved the House majority in a 2023 speech on the House floor, as lawmakers prepared to approve a deal to fund the government without any spending cuts.
"I want my Republican colleagues to give me one thing -- one -- that I can go campaign on and say we did. Anybody sitting in the complex, if you want to come down to the floor and come explain to me, one material, meaningful, significant thing the Republican majority has done," Roy said then, in a speech that was promptly seized upon by Democrats.
In 2023, Roy endorsed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in the Republican presidential primary, prompting Trump to call Roy a "RINO" and "very beatable." Trump has periodically called for Roy to face a primary challenger, accusing him of being an obstructionist "for the sake of some cheap publicity for himself."
Paxton is running for Senate, challenging incumbent Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas). Roy -- who once was a top aide to Paxton -- also has a complicated history with the man he is hoping to replace. The two men later had a falling out, and Roy called on Paxton to resign in 2020 after other former senior staffers accused Paxton of abusing his office. Those allegations were at the center of a 2023 impeachment trial in the state Senate that ended with Paxton's acquittal.
The GOP primary to succeed Paxton is already crowded. The field includes two state senators, Mayes Middleton and Joan Huffman, as well as another former Paxton aide, Aaron Reitz, who briefly worked for Trump's Justice Department earlier this year. Trump has not made an endorsement, but Paxton has praised Reitz's candidacy without formally backing him.
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump demands release of Colorado official sentenced in election data scheme
Former Mesa County clerk Tina Peters is serving a nine-year prison sentence on charges that include conspiracy to commit criminal impersonation.

Tina Peters, in 2023. (David Zalubowski/AP)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-08-21
President Donald Trump is demanding the release of a former Colorado county elections official who was sentenced to prison last year after being found guilty of charges connected to sneaking someone into her office to search for evidence to try to prove Trump's false claims that the 2020 election was stolen.
"FREE TINA PETERS, a brave and innocent Patriot who has been tortured by Crooked Colorado politicians," Trump wrote on social media Thursday morning, referring to the former Mesa County clerk serving a nine-year prison sentence on charges that include several counts of attempting to influence a public servant and conspiracy to commit criminal impersonation.
Peters continued to promote baseless claims of election fraud even after she was charged. Colorado officials called Peters's sentencing "fair and just" and said they hoped it would serve as a warning to others who tried to illegally tamper with the state's election systems.
On Thursday, Trump threatened unnamed consequences if Peters, 69, was not released from prison, and he furthered his own baseless claims of election fraud.
"Let Tina Peters out of jail, RIGHT NOW. She did nothing wrong, except catching the Democrats cheat in the Election. She is an old woman, and very sick. If she is not released, I am going to take harsh measures!!!" Trump wrote on social media.
It is unclear what action Trump could take. Because Peters was convicted in a state court, he has no clemency power in her case.
In May, Trump said he had ordered the federal Justice Department "to take all necessary action to help secure the release" of Peters.
Prosecutors charged Peters in 2022 and accused her of helping to secretly copy Dominion Voting Systems hard drives by sneaking Conan Hayes, a former professional surfer and purported computer expert, into secure areas of her office in 2021 using someone else's security badge.
Within months, data from her office appeared online and was featured at a symposium held by Mike Lindell, the MyPillow chief executive who continues to trumpet false claims about elections and seeks to end the use of machines that count ballots.
Peters is one of the few officials to face consequences for using their positions in local elections offices to try to promote false claims that took root after Trump's defeat.
Election experts have cited the breach in Mesa County as a consequence of falsehoods spread about voting systems. Peters has been embraced and championed by many of those who continue to falsely claim that the 2020 presidential election was rigged -- including, now, the president himself.
During  her sentencing, Peters maintained her innocence.
"I'm not a criminal, and I don't deserve to go to a prison where other people committed heinous crimes," she said.
Judge Matthew Barrett, who presided over the sentencing, rejected that view.
"You are no hero, you abused your position, and you're a charlatan who used and is still using your prior position in office to peddle a snake oil that's been proven to be a snake oil time and time again," he remarked before handing down the sentence.
Maegan Vazquez, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez and Patrick Marley contributed to this report.
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Politics
Texas state House passes new election map favored by Trump
The Republican-controlled chamber will gavel back into session Wednesday with an intent to vote on a plan to help the GOP in the midterms.

Texas state Sen. Phil King (R) discusses a map showing a new voting district during a redistricting hearing at the state Capitol in Austin on Aug. 7. (Nuri Vallbona/Reuters)


By Patrick Marley, Sabrina Rodriguez, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Maeve Reston | 2025-08-21
The Texas state House on Wednesday passed a new election map that President Donald Trump has embraced to boost his party's chances of holding its U.S. House majority in the midterms -- clearing the way for final approval of the contentious plan in coming days.
The 88-52 party-line vote in the Republican-controlled chamber cleared the way for the state Senate to take up the map within days and send it to Gov. Greg Abbott (R) for final approval.
The electoral blueprint, which would create five new congressional districts where Trump won by double digits last year, has set off an extraordinary nationwide fight over redistricting -- pitting red states against blue states as they jockey for power in 2026.
In Texas, the partisan clash has been especially contentious, with Democrats protesting the map any way they can. Several of them stayed in the state House chamber overnight after refusing to allow police officers to escort them outside of the state Capitol.

The Texas state House on Aug. 20 passed a new election map that President Donald Trump has backed, amid a nationwide redistricting fight.


Texas Republicans in recent days rushed to get the map to the floor after being waylaid for two weeks by Democrats who fled the state to prevent them from having enough members present to conduct legislative business. Many of the absent Democrats returned Monday after California Democrats unveiled a plan to counteract the Texas map by redrawing their own lines. Democrats in California are aiming to give their party as many as five additional seats, effectively wiping out the potential GOP gains in Texas.
Ordinarily, states draw new lines once a decade after each census to ensure their districts have equal populations. How those lines are drawn can give one political party a huge advantage over the other -- and Trump has said he believes his party is "entitled" to five more districts in Texas.
Ahead of the vote, Trump on social media Tuesday urged Texas Republicans to "work as fast as they can to get THIS MAP to Gov. Greg Abbott's desk, ASAP," referring to it as "ONE BIG, BEAUTIFUL CONGRESSIONAL MAP!"
Republicans hold a 219-212 U.S. House majority with four vacancies. Even small shifts in the map could tip control of Congress. A Democratic House majority could impede the president's agenda and would give Democrats the ability to launch investigations into his administration.
Texas Republicans were blunt Wednesday about wanting to make it easier to get more seats in the midterm elections.
"The underlying goal of this plan is straightforward: Improve Republican political performance," the chief sponsor of the map, state Rep. Todd Hunter (R), said on the floor.
Democrats called the map an insult to voters that would make it harder for Black and Latino voters to elect candidates they support.
"This is not just about lines on a map," state Rep. Mihaela Plesa (D) said Wednesday before heading into the state House chamber. "This is about lives on the line. We have a president who thinks he can just carve up countries and carve up communities. And it's wrong."

Demonstrators chant as lawmakers are welcomed back ahead of a House meeting in the Texas Capitol on Monday. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Republicans are also considering changing district boundaries in Florida, Indiana, Missouri and Ohio, despite some legal hurdles and reservations from local GOP leaders. Democrats could seek to counteract them in states such as Illinois and Maryland. But it's an uneven fight as Republicans have the ability to draw more seats for themselves, according to experts.
Former president Barack Obama at a fundraiser Tuesday said he wants to end partisan redistricting but supports the ballot measure in California to draw more districts for Democrats as a necessary response to Republicans' plans in Texas.
"We cannot unilaterally allow one of the two major parties to rig the game," Obama said, according to the former president's aides. "And California is one of the states that has the capacity to offset a large state like Texas."
Obama made the remarks at a fundraiser for the National Democratic Redistricting Committee, which is headed by his first attorney general, Eric Holder.
In California, Democrats who control the legislature on Tuesday began clearing procedural hurdles to move forward with their redistricting plan. As the legislature sprints toward a vote as early as Thursday, members of the California State Assembly's election committee held a contentious debate over bills that would put the new map on the ballot in November. Lawmakers approved the measure along party lines.
During the hearing, dozens of members of the public -- many from Republican areas -- lined up to speak in opposition to the ballot measure. The proposal would ask voters to amend the state constitution and set aside the current map, drawn by an independent redistricting committee, if another state changes its map.
The Democrats' map would be in effect for 2026, 2028 and 2030. The independent redistricting panel would resume its work drawing lines after the 2030 census, creating maps that would be used beginning in 2031.
Republican state lawmakers in California filed a lawsuit on Tuesday asking the state Supreme Court to block Democrats from moving forward this week. They argued in an emergency petition that Democrats violated a 30-day review period, outlined in the state constitution, by moving swiftly to push the legislation after unveiling it Monday.
On Wednesday, the California Supreme Court rejected the lawsuit, saying the petitioners had "failed to meet their burden of establishing a basis for relief at this time."
Elsewhere, Republicans are stepping up pressure for further changes. In Indiana this week, all seven GOP members of the state's congressional delegation voiced support for changing the map. Five of them framed their support as a way to stand with Trump.

President Donald Trump during the signing of a proclamation in the Oval Office on Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Indiana Gov. Mike Braun (R) said Monday he wouldn't call for a special legislative session to pursue the changes "unless there is going to be general agreement we need to."
In the Indiana state legislature, some Republicans remain tepid on redrawing their maps despite increasing pressure from Trump allies. "Please help me understand the push to pick up MAYBE 1 Congressional seat while putting many good state elected officials at risk because of a political redistricting stunt!" Republican state Rep. Jim Lucas wrote on social media last week.
Charlie Kirk, founder and CEO of Turning Point USA, said this week that the influential right-wing group would "support primary opponents for Republicans in the Indiana State Legislature who refuse to support the team and redraw the maps."
Some Indiana Republicans expect the push to redraw their maps will be central to a conversation they have scheduled at the White House later this month.
In Texas, the governor said he would sign off on the new map for his state once he receives it and called on lawmakers to quickly pass legislation to further penalize legislators "who willfully absent themselves during a session." Under existing policies, the Democrats who left already face likely fines that could total thousands of dollars each. "While Democrats shirked their duty, in futility, and ran away to other states, Republicans stayed the course, stayed at work and stayed true to Texas," Abbott said in a statement.
State House Speaker Dustin Burrows (R) thanked Republican lawmakers who "showed up for work every day" while the Democrats were out of state. "Today's passage of the congressional map has ushered in a new chapter of Republican unity, and I am proud to have led my colleagues in this important achievement," he said in a statement.
Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick (R) said his state "deserves" the five new GOP seats due to political changes. The Senate, which he oversees, will pass its map bill "hopefully by the end of the week," Patrick said.
In the days before the vote, Democrats bristled at Republican demands that they have police officers tail them outside of the state Capitol. State Rep. Nicole Collier (D) refused to put herself in police custody and spent two nights on the House floor, sleeping on chairs. Several of her colleagues later joined her. One of them, state Rep. Cassandra Garcia Hernandez (D), called it "our slumber party for democracy."

Texas state Rep. Nicole Collier (D) gestures from the House floor in the state Capitol on Tuesday. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, Collier joined a call with California Gov. Gavin Newsom and other Democrats to talk to reporters about fighting Trump's push to redraw congressional lines. Collier participated from a bathroom in the state Capitol and abruptly hung up when she was told she couldn't use her phone there.
"Sorry, I have to leave," she said, explaining that she was not permitted to make a call from either the chamber or the bathroom. "They said it's a felony for me to do this."
The episode occurred a day after Collier received a phone call from former vice president Kamala Harris, who offered her words of encouragement, according to a video clip of their exchange shared by the Texas House Democrats and reposted by Harris on X.
"You are among those who history will reveal to have been heroes of this moment," Harris said to Collier on the call.
The Texas Capitol was evacuated late Tuesday in response to a shooting threat, the authorities said. A spokesperson for the Department of Public Safety said in a written statement that the evacuation happened around 6:30 p.m. after "an individual posted a message on social media regarding the ongoing political situation at the Texas Capitol."
In the message, the individual called on others to head to the Capitol and "take action by shooting and killing those who will not allow lawmakers to leave," the statement said.
Collier and state House Minority Leader Gene Wu (D) released a statement late Tuesday saying they "unequivocally condemn any threats against public servants or law enforcement, regardless of political differences."
When it comes to the debate over the new proposed congressional lines, Texas state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt (D) said Democrats might filibuster when the map gets to her chamber to temporarily block it.
"We're alerting the nation to what's at stake because Texas is becoming a breeding ground for these authoritarian tactics," Eckhardt said.
Hennessy-Fiske reported from Austin. Reston reported from Los Angeles. Dylan Wells, Grace Moon and Patrick Svitek and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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John Boehner's road to Alaska: Bourbon shortages in Canada, but optimism reigns
Almost a decade after resigning as House speaker, the 75-year-old Boehner drove from Cincinnati to Anchorage in search of good fishing and the American spirit. 

Former House speaker John Boehner during a visit to Des Moines in 2018. (Rachel Mummey/For The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-08-21
John Boehner got a real-world experience in the global trade wars last month when he and his buddies couldn't find their favorite liquor available in western Canada.
"You have a hard time finding American whiskey or bourbon anywhere. And trust me, we tried," the former House speaker said. "It's hard to make an old-fashioned without bourbon."
Over a 25-minute telephone interview Tuesday, Boehner (R-Ohio) recounted his seven-weeks-and-counting journey from Ohio to Alaska and back, meeting all sorts of people and discovering sights (and fishing holes) that seemed too good to be true. The point of the trip was to discover new places and meet new people. Some moments were all about awe-inspiring nature, while others -- discovering firsthand that Canadians really are boycotting American whiskey -- served as educational moments about today's politics.
Boehner found a predictable mix of pure anger toward Donald Trump's presidency, while also plenty of nostalgia for his era of politics. Canadians are angry about the trade wars, yet, like most Americans he met, they seem more hopeful about the global economy than he expected.
Despite that glass-half-full optimism that served as his gospel over almost 25 years in Congress, Boehner discovered that most people despise America's politics. They believe their side is right on the issues, no matter what, but they also wouldn't mind seeing their lawmakers dial down the toxic rhetoric.
In Canada, Boehner said, he met an older woman who thought he was a senator, forcing him to explain precisely who he was. "I'm a liberal, and I think you're the best," she replied, according to Boehner.
Apparently, she wasn't the only person the former speaker met holding that sentiment. Boehner said he found many people longing for the days when the most powerful man on Capitol Hill openly had plenty of Democratic friends and participated in bipartisan dealmaking with liberals like Edward M. Kennedy and Barack Obama -- the sort of thing that would never be tolerated in today's GOP caucus.
"Most of them think I'm the last sensible politician," Boehner said.
Boehner's summer journey wasn't his first road trip across the United States. It's the continuation of a tradition he started 30 years ago as a young lawmaker trying to make a name for himself. Each year, he'd devote the late summer legislative break to trekking across the Midwest and beyond to raise money and campaign for other Republican candidates.
Boehner, who is about to celebrate 10 years out of Congress, has morphed his annual August trip into a buddy adventure with two longtime friends.
It's partly an homage to the CBS News series "On the Road," about discovering Americana, but mixed in with the technology and social media presence of reality TV chef Guy Fieri's "All American Road Trip." With the help of some former Boehner aides, the three men have created short video clips posted to a Substack and YouTube channel.
The modern technology proved to be annoying -- not surprising for a former speaker whose friends still chuckle about his struggles to learn how to hail an Uber -- and the dashboard camera that early on captured Boehner holding forth on many topics did not last long.
Boehner grew tired of trying to figure out how to work the device, not to mention the constant invasion of privacy, so it was sent out to pasture.
"It became a joke, no more dash cam," he said.
Rather than offer a play-by-play view of the journey, now the clips preach an almost Zen-like approach to life.
"It's three pals: Drive, eat, drink and be merry. Every day is an adventure," Boehner said Tuesday.
The trio decided they would drive -- actually, Boehner does every mile of driving -- all the way from his home outside Cincinnati to Anchorage and, by early next week, back home again.
After nearly 5,000 miles driving to south-central Alaska, they spent a month in Girdwood, about 40 miles southeast of Anchorage, with spouses allowed to join them there for a week. Their journey home will end in a few days, after Boehner drops off longtime friend John Milne in his southern Illinois hometown, and then does the final four or five hours driving solo back home. The third member of their party, their friend Mark Carnahan, flew back early to Ohio.
Through four years as minority leader and almost five as speaker, Boehner did several official trips to Alaska, the lengthiest being almost five days in the summer of 2008 when then-Gov. Sarah Palin (R) served as a tour guide of key energy drilling spots -- about two weeks before she became famous as the GOP's vice-presidential nominee.
This was different, no Capitol Police security detail, no staff driving, long stretches without any cell service, just three men packed into Boehner's Cadillac Escalade, with clothes for all four seasons jammed into the SUV.
They weren't entirely roughing it, as they stayed in hotels or with friends, including the ranch of a longtime lobbyist friend, Bruce Gates, who hosted them for July Fourth. From there they found the Frontier Bar & Supper Club's prime rib satisfying in Montana, before turning due north up into Canada and a brief stay in Calgary.
In Jasper, a town of fewer than 5,000 that's wedged between glaciers of the Canadian Rockies, roughly 250 miles northwest of Calgary, they found some locals still sort of knew who Boehner was. And a Wisconsin man also on vacation approached in one restaurant. According to Boehner, he said, "You know, for a Democrat, I think you did a nice job."
During Tuesday's interview, Boehner wasn't sure where they were. "Hold on here, let me figure out where I am," he said, asking Milne for their location.
It turned out they were outside Great Falls, Montana, east of Glacier National Park, and Boehner had just crossed 10,525 miles behind the wheel.
Boehner's trip, and most of his past decade, could serve as its own self-help tale to long-serving lawmakers who are thinking about retirement but cannot fathom life after Congress. Boehner has shown one vision of what's possible after handing over power to a new generation.
He tried to maintain a political presence his first few years after retiring in 2015, at 65, still using the August road trip to raise money for Republicans. Now it's just about personal enjoyment, even if they struggled to make old-fashioneds on this journey.
Long accused of being close to lobbyists while in office, Boehner has set up an office at Squire Patton Boggs as a senior adviser to the law firm's lobbying team. He joined some corporate boards, including a cannabis company, and co-founded a public policy institute with former Senate majority leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nevada) at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas.
He spilled just enough political tea in his memoir -- he called Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) "a reckless a--hole" -- that it became a bestseller.
His political afterlife remains full of contradictions. In his 2021 book, he wrote that he was happy to miss Trump's 2017 inauguration as the GOP had become "unrecognizable" to him, and he devoted a special chapter to criticizing Trump for inciting "that bloody insurrection for nothing more than selfish reasons."
Yet he attended Trump's second inauguration in January, along with two other former Republican speakers, Newt Gingrich and Kevin McCarthy.
First elected in 1990, Boehner fit more snuggly into the Reagan-Bush era of "country club Republicans" than he does among Trump's acolytes. Despite his rocky tenure as speaker that ended with far-right rebels threatening to oust him, even Democrats recall Boehner fondly as a modicum of stability compared with day's House Republican Conference.
And as evidenced by his attendance at Trump's inauguration, retirement doesn't mean Boehner no longer has a place in politics. He texted Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Montana) on the return trip from Alaska to let him know they were stopping in Zinke's hometown, Whitefish, for some fishing -- only to learn Zinke was hosting a bipartisan delegation of Western lawmakers.
Boehner joined their dinner as a surprise guest, seeing some old colleagues, meeting new lawmakers. The next day he and Milne climbed into the Escalade for the final leg of the trip, just 1,900 or so miles to go.
"If you don't go to the end of the road, you won't know what's there," Boehner said. "And I always try to get to the end of the road."
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Trump, GOP portray cities as chaotic dystopias in need of occupation
The president describes cities as "blood-soaked" and "cesspools." His military incursions into D.C. and L.A. culminate growing anti-urban sentiment on the right.

Members of the D.C. National Guard patrol near the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 14. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Naftali Bendavid | 2025-08-21
When President Donald Trump declared his third presidential candidacy in 2022, he saved his most colorful language for America's urban areas, bemoaning "the blood-soaked streets of our once-great cities" and adding that "the cities are rotting, and they are indeed cesspools of blood."
Later in his campaign, Trump called Milwaukee "horrible" and described Washington, D.C., as a "rat-infested, graffiti-infested shithole." More recently he said, "These cities, it's like living in hell."
Other Republicans have seized on similar dystopian urban images. When Vice President JD Vance visited New York several years ago, he compared the city to a zombie apocalypse, posting: "I have heard it's violent and disgusting there. But is it like Walking Dead Season 1 or Season 4?"
As Trump ramps up the military presence in Washington -- and hints that he may move to take over other cities -- his crackdown punctuates a frequent Republican message that American cities embody chaos, lawlessness and immorality, despite widespread recent drops in violent crime. With cities increasingly liberal and rural stretches ever more conservative, Republicans have a growing incentive to attack urban areas as the epitome of all that is wrong with America.

Protesters chanted "free D.C." while Vice President JD Vance and Defense Secretary Peter Hegseth visited National Guard troops in Washington D.C. on Aug. 20.


"He recognizes he has a wedge issue, and I'd argue not a bad one," said Quinton Lucas, the Democratic mayor of Kansas City, Missouri. "The only defense mayors have usually is, 'Yes we have crime, it's less than before, but yes there are still homicides, there are still issues.' I think he is trying to exploit that."
But the rhetoric is untethered to reality, Lucas said: "They are looking to exploit issues for political gain, not to solve them."
Brett Smiley, mayor of Providence, Rhode Island, said many of his fellow mayors are worried their town could be next. Most cities would eagerly accept federal help, he said, but it should come in consultation with local leaders, not imposed by force.
"I know my colleagues around the country are very concerned this could happen to our cities," said Smiley, who co-chairs the Mayors and Police Chiefs Task Force of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. "There are lots of ways the federal government could make cities safer, but this is not one of them."
Conservatives contend that any resentment of cities comes after decades of condescension from the urban elite, who depict rural Americans as unsophisticated, racist and politically backward. Trump has signaled his onslaught will continue, recently naming Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Baltimore and Oakland as additional places that might require intervention.
"This will go further," he promised.

People hang out along Lake Michigan in Chicago on June 21. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The image of a war between the countryside and city, meanwhile, has been heightened by the decision of six largely rural states -- Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee and West Virginia -- to send National Guard troops into Washington, at Trump's invitation.
The White House said Trump is stepping in because city leaders have fallen short. "Many major cities across the country have failed their residents by endorsing pro-crime policies and providing sanctuary to criminal illegal aliens," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said. "President Trump campaigned on, and was elected on, his promise to make Americans safe again -- including by addressing the problems plaguing our cities."
Trump's actions go far beyond sending troops into D.C. From the moment he took office, Trump has taken aim at "sanctuary cities," which limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities to encourage cooperation between foreign-born residents and local law enforcement. Attorney General Pam Bondi recently warned that such cities "can either come to the table or see us in court." That prompted Boston Mayor Michelle Wu to retort, "We don't need an authoritarian administration to come in and try to instill fear and intimidate us like they're doing with cities around the country."
The administration also has allegedly frozen funds intended for cities. Five large municipalities sued the administration in June, alleging that it is unconstitutionally withholding money for preventing terrorist attacks.
And last June, after pro-immigrant demonstrations erupted in Los Angeles, Trump ordered thousands of troops into the city. California sued, and many of the troops have been withdrawn.
All the while, Trump has kept up his steady stream of denunciation.
He blasted Chicago for an Illinois law ending cash bail, calling the policy a "disaster." He decried Washington's "roving mobs of wild youth, drugged-out maniacs, and homeless people." When Zohran Mamdani won New York's Democratic mayoral primary, he warned that "I'm not going to let this Communist Lunatic destroy New York."
Some Republican mayors have signaled discomfort with Trump's actions, but others support them. Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson, a Republican, said in a statement to The Washington Post that Trump is responding to reckless Democratic moves that have undercut the police.
"President Trump is absolutely right to call attention to the state of America's cities," Johnson said. "Too many Democrat-run cities are plagued by crime and chaos because their leaders chose to undermine law enforcement and embrace soft-on-crime policies." Dallas is the largest city in America with a Republican mayor, and Johnson chairs the Republican Mayors Association.
Barbara Lee, the Democratic mayor of Oakland, sees it differently. She was angered when Trump included her city recently as he was reeling off a list of ostensibly crime-ridden municipalities. Homicides dropped 21 percent in Oakland between the first half of 2024 and the same period this year, along with similar drops for other violent crimes, city officials said.
"His characterization of Oakland is just plain wrong and is grounded not in facts but in fear-mongering," Lee said. "He is not telling the truth. We have to make sure we push back with the truth."
Lee also sees a racial dimension in Trump's message. Many cities have large Black populations, and the mayors of the cities he has criticized have generally been Black.
"I know dog whistles when I hear them and when I see them," Lee said. "But that is not going to stop myself as the first Black woman mayor of Oakland. He wants to militarize cities. Unconstitutional. He wants to occupy cities. Unconstitutional. And he wants to provoke what could be dangerous, and we will not tolerate it."

Oakland Mayor Barbara Lee speaks during a vigil in Oakland in June to show solidarity with demonstrations against ICE raids. (Santiago Mejia/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


The White House contends that Trump's words and actions are welcomed by most people. "His rhetoric has resonated with millions of Americans who feel unsafe in their communities," Jackson said. "The president is quickly delivering on his promises to address many problems facing cities, whether that's high violent crime rates or sanctuary policies that protect criminal illegal aliens."
Trump's rhetoric culminates a long history of American politicians casting cities as hotbeds of vice and social disorder, said Michael Kazin, a historian at Georgetown University and author of "The Populist Persuasion: An American History." Left-wing populists have often been dismayed by the vast wealth inequality on display in cities, he said, while right-wing populists have recoiled from the elites, immigrants and minorities who live there.
"Cities are the most modern places in the country in many ways, and many rural people feel they are being looked down on," Kazin said. "And there is the old sense that the real producers of wealth in the country were farmers. Until the 1920s farmers were the majority in this country, and the idea was that cities are parasitic on the countryside."
The populist orator William Jennings Bryan delivered that message in colorful terms to the 1896 Democratic National Convention. "Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by magic," Bryan thundered. "But destroy our farms, and the grass will grow in the streets of every city in the country."
The sentiment persists today, but with a different flavor. After George Floyd was killed by a Minneapolis police officer in 2020, protests broke out nationwide against police treatment of minorities. Around the same time, crime spiked amid the covid-19 shutdown, igniting a backlash against liberal efforts to rein in the police.
Trump himself rose to prominence in the urban culture of New York, a real estate mogul who catapulted himself into the city's gilded business and social worlds. When Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) was fighting Trump for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination, he attacked Trump's "New York values," explaining, "Everyone understands that the values in New York City are socially liberal or proabortion or pro-gay marriage [and] focus around money and the media."
Trump pointedly left New York in 2019 for the less-urban environment of Palm Beach, Florida. The divorce was mutual; Trump complained that he had been "treated very badly" by New York leaders, while then-Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D) tweeted, "Good riddance."
Conservatives who blame liberal snobbery for the recent urban-rural hostility often cite remarks made in 2008 by Barack Obama, then a presidential candidate, about why voters in rural Pennsylvania tend to vote Republican -- against their interests, as he saw it.
Obama said these communities had suffered decades of joblessness and broken promises. "It's not surprising then they get bitter, they cling to guns or religion or antipathy toward people who aren't like them, or anti-immigrant sentiment or anti-trade sentiment, as a way to explain their frustrations," he added.
Obama was speaking at a private fundraiser for wealthy donors in the San Francisco area, which only made the comments more inflammatory. He later said he regretted his words.
There is little doubt that city and countryside are diverging politically. Amy Walter, editor in chief of the Cook Political Report, said that while the Democratic advantage in urban areas has actually narrowed slightly, Trump's lock on rural America has strengthened, surging from a 25 percent lead among these voters in 2016 to 40 percent in 2024.
Some small-town residents in northern states felt loyalty to Democrats in years past, Walter said, but no longer. "There was an ancestral attachment to the Democratic Party that is now completely gone," she said. "That is not all about Trump, but he certainly benefited from making the last election driven by identity."

National Guard troops stand outside federal building during the "No Kings" nationwide protest in downtown Los Angeles on June 14. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Conversely, cities are now largely Democratic bastions. In Congress, the top Democrats -- Charles E. Schumer in the Senate and Hakeem Jeffries in the House -- are from New York City. Their Republican counterparts, Sen. John Thune of South Dakota and House Speaker Mike Johnson of Louisiana, represent rural states.
Virtually every swing state is made up of a deep-blue city or two, surrounded by a sea of unbroken red. For candidates of any stripe, the challenge is increasingly to make tiny incursions into enemy territory.
Still, few Democrats dispute that many cities suffer from real problems.
The homicide rate was 17 percent lower in the first half of 2025 than in the same period last year in 30 major cities, according to a report by the Council on Criminal Justice. But crime persists in some areas, officials say, and residents of many cities still feel besieged by violence.
Homelessness, too, has risen in recent years, reaching a record 771,480 Americans in 2024. And at least before Trump took office, major cities including New York were struggling with an influx of migrants.
But many mayors complain that successful efforts to tackle these problems have been eclipsed by Trump's insistence on portraying cities as crime-ridden cesspools that can only be redeemed with overwhelming military force. The countryside has its own ills, they note, from poverty to drug use, even if they are often less concentrated and obvious.
Cities are quintessentially American, urban enthusiasts add, from New York's art scene to Chicago's industrial might to New Orleans's musical life -- and to simply denigrate them as filthy, violent and un-American is to write off a big part of the nation's identity.
Lucas, the Kansas City mayor, said American cities are embedded deeply in the country's culture. President Ronald Reagan, he noted, called America "a shining city upon a hill." On the other hand, Lucas said, "we were all raised on Batman" and the notion of a sinister metropolis that requires a savior because even the police cannot control it.
He added, "You can try to demonize the American city, but I think the American city will persevere."
Hannah Bensen contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
State Dept. fires official after internal debates over Israel
Shahed Ghoreishi recommended expressing condolences for slain journalists in Gaza and opposing the forced displacement of Palestinians. He was fired days later.  

Palestinians flee to southern Gaza during Israeli bombardment of the territory in late 2023. (Hatem Moussa/AP)


By John Hudson | 2025-08-21
The State Department fired its top press officer for Israeli-Palestinian affairs following multiple disputes over how to characterize key Trump administration policies, including a controversial plan to relocate hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip that critics consider ethnic cleansing, according to U.S. officials and documents reviewed by The Washington Post.
Monday's firing occurred days after an internal debate about releasing a statement to the news media that said, "We do not support forced displacement of Palestinians in Gaza."
Shahed Ghoreishi drafted the line, which resembled previous remarks made by President Donald Trump and Middle East special envoy Steve Witkoff, who said in February that the United States would not pursue an "eviction plan" for Gaza. State Department leadership vetoed the move, instructing officials to "cut the line marked in red and clear," according to a memo dated last week.
U.S. officials said Ghoreishi's firing has sent a chilling message to State Department employees that communication straying from ardent pro-Israel messaging -- even if it's in line with long-standing U.S. policy -- will not be tolerated. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal matters.
The State Department did not offer a rationale for Ghoreishi's firing. "We do not comment on leaked emails or allegations," State Department spokesperson Tommy Pigott said. "The Department has zero tolerance for employees who commit misconduct by leaking. ... Federal employees should never put their personal political ideologies ahead of the duly elected president's agenda."
Ghoreishi told The Post he was not given an explanation for his firing, which the State Department was not required to provide due to his status as a contractor. He said the incident raised troubling questions about the department's position on the potential expulsion of Palestinians from Gaza.
"Despite a strong reputation and close working relationship with many of my colleagues, I was unable to survive these disputes," he said, noting the language he recommended for the media statement had been previously cleared by the State Department since Trump took office on Jan. 20.
Another dispute inside the State Department occurred earlier this month following Israel's targeted killing of Al Jazeera journalist Anas al-Sharif and several other journalists in Gaza City.
Israel claimed al-Sharif was a Hamas member, a charge denied by Al Jazeera. Israel has not made similar claims about the cameraman and other journalists killed alongside al-Sharif.
As officials contemplated how the State Department should address the incident, Ghoreishi recommended including a line that said, "We mourn the loss of journalists and express condolences to their families." State Department leadership objected in an email sent Aug. 10. "No response is needed," the email said. "We can't be sending out condolences if we are unsure of this individual's actions."

A woman holds a picture of Anas al-Sharif, an Al Jazeera journalist killed by an Israeli strike in the Gaza Strip this month. (Yuri Cortez/AFP/Getty Images)


A key opponent of Ghoreishi within the department was David Milstein, a senior adviser to Mike Huckabee, the U.S. ambassador to Israel. Milstein is known for confronting staff throughout the department in defense of the Israeli government, officials familiar with the matter said.
Critics of Milstein within the State Department contend he appears overly eager to please Israeli officials and frequently involves himself in matters that are beyond the scope of his responsibilities. "Milstein is an adviser to an ambassador," one official said. "That's it, yet he has his hands in everything."
Milstein did not respond to a request for comment. Pigott condemned criticisms of Milstein and called him a "valued advocate for the policies of the Trump Administration and for the American people."
Milstein and other State Department officials clashed in July when Milstein sought to release a statement under Secretary of State Marco Rubio's name that condemned Ireland for considering legislation that would ban trade with illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank, officials said. The effort alarmed U.S. diplomats in Europe, who viewed the appropriate next step to be consulting with Irish officials in private before publicly condemning the country's actions. Ultimately, U.S. diplomats overseeing Europe and the Middle East prevailed over Milstein and prevented the statement's release.
More recently, Milstein and Ghoreishi disagreed over Milstein's push for the State Department to refer to the West Bank as "Judea and Samaria," the biblical name for the region that is widely used within Israel. The territory is internationally recognized as the West Bank, and Palestinians object to the use of Judea and Samaria as legitimizing Israeli settlements and potential annexation -- a concern shared by advocates of a two-state solution.
A Milstein memo reviewed by The Post was drafted in response to questions from the Associated Press about House Speaker Mike Johnson's visit to the territory. The memo praised Johnson (R-Louisiana) for "making history as the highest-ranking U.S. official and first speaker of the House to ever go to Judea and Samaria."
Ghoreishi managed to cut that line before it was shared with the news media and inserted previously approved State Department language that used "West Bank" while referring other questions about Johnson's trip to his "office for further information," the line said.
The question about displacement from Gaza is particularly relevant given reports that Israeli officials are in talks with South Sudan about relocating thousands of Palestinians to the war-torn African nation. Critics say the plan, if implemented, would amount to ethnic cleansing and a war crime. Israeli officials say the plan would amount to "voluntary migration," a characterization challenged by those noting the besieged enclave's chronic lack of food and water and the sustained Israeli military campaign.

Palestinians flee Israeli bombardment in Gaza. (Fatima Shbair/AP)


Ghoreishi's supporters in the department rebutted spokesman Pigott's suggestion that he worked against Trump's agenda. One State Department official said Ghoreishi always cleared his recommendations internally and had a "proven track record of being able to channel President Trump and Rubio in the public talking points" and noted that, "He's the guy who wrote the Secretary's tweet 'Make Gaza Beautiful Again.'"
Ghoreishi said he was not motivated by anti-Trump animus and had been inspired by Trump's May speech about the Middle East, which he said some senior State Department officials continued to resist.
"Trump called out neocons and Western interventionists for failing the Middle East, and claimed he wanted to help pave a new path for the region," he said. "The hawks on the seventh floor of the State Department do not match that vision."
The department's seventh floor houses Rubio's office and those of other top officials.
Other U.S. officials have noted that Trump's language on Israel has ranged from critical to extremely supportive, and contradictory remarks about establishing a "Riviera of the Middle East" in Gaza have allowed competing ideological camps to stake a claim for the Trump mantle.
On Wednesday, Ghoreishi came under attack from Laura Loomer, a far-right activist and unofficial adviser to Trump with a track record of leveling unsubstantiated claims. In a post on social media, she called Ghoreishi a "Pro-Iranian Regime Jihadi Muslim Tied To NIAC," a reference to the National Iranian American Council, a group that supported the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.
Ghoreishi said he was an intern there in the fall of 2013.
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Politics
These states could redistrict before the 2026 midterms
As Trump pushes for a more Republican-friendly House map, more than half a dozen states are potential targets for mid-decade tweaks to congressional boundaries.

(The Washington Post)


By Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-08-21
The redistricting arms race sparked by President Donald Trump's push to draw new congressional lines in Texas has both parties scrambling to rethink the political map.
The Texas state House passed a new map Wednesday that could give Republicans five new congressional seats, and at least six other states are potential targets for mid-decade map tweaks ahead of the midterms. California was the second state to produce a new map, countering the GOP shifts in Texas with five more seats favorable to Democrats.
But implementing new maps is easier said than done. Many states are bound by laws that dictate when and how redistricting can happen. States typically draw new district lines once a decade, after each census, or if a map is struck down in court. There is also a tight timeline to get changes into place before the midterms in 2026.
Republicans hold a 219-212 House majority, with four vacancies, and any change to the congressional map could determine which party controls the House next year. Right now, the math favors Republicans, as red states have more opportunities to shift district lines to their advantage before the midterms.
Here's a look at some of the potential targets and the steps involved to change political boundaries in these states.
The redistricting battle began with Texas, where Trump originally pressed Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to draw a new congressional boundaries with more safely red seats. The state legislature has control over drawing district boundaries, so the governor called a special session in early August to create and vote on a new map. The resulting map would give Republicans five potential pickups in the House.
A majority of the state's Democratic lawmakers broke quorum by leaving the state, delaying a vote on the new map. Republicans subsequently kicked off a second special session after the first session ended Aug. 15, and most Democrats who had fled the state returned to Texas on Monday. The map ultimately passed the state House on Wednesday, clearing the way for the state Senate to take up the map and send it to the governor for final approval.
Republicans control 25 of Texas's 38 House seats. The new map is more partisan -- each of these new districts recorded double-digit vote margins in the 2024 presidential election, so none will be considered especially competitive. Two Democratic House members from Texas -- Rep. Henry Cuellar in the 28th District and Rep. Vicente Gonzalez in the 34th -- currently represent districts that split the ticket and favored Trump in 2024. Both districts have been redrawn to shift further to the right.
California was the second state to jump into the redistricting battle. In response to the potential Republican pickups in Texas, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and state Democrats have proposed a new map that would potentially turn five House seats blue, evening the score with the actions in Texas.
But implementing any new maps off-schedule in California won't be as easy as in Texas. California normally uses an independent commission to draw congressional and state legislative districts, which was put in place to make map drawing less political. Without using the independent commission, Democrats need permission from voters before they can establish new lines, but Newsom has said the state would move forward with the new map only if Texas uses its proposed map. State lawmakers are expected to vote this week on scheduling a Nov. 4 special election for California voters to decide on the maps.
The current map in California is deeply blue, with Democrats holding all but nine of the state's 52 House seats. But many of the districts are considered competitive. In 2024, the presidential vote margin in 15 congressional districts was 10 points or less. The proposed map introduced by Democrats shifted most of the state's competitive districts toward the left.
Vice President JD Vance visited GOP-controlled Indiana this month to discuss redrawing its congressional map, which could net Republicans one more seat.
State law limits congressional map drawing to the first legislative session after the decennial census; however, Republicans have a supermajority in the state legislature and could easily change the law. GOP state lawmakers have seemed hesitant to shake up the state's political boundaries, but increased pressure from the White House could shift their stance.
The most vulnerable seat is likely in the 1st District, which includes the edges of suburban Chicago. Rep. Frank J. Mrvan (D) won reelection there by eight points in 2024, but the district favored Democrat Kamala Harris by less than half a percentage point in the 2024 race.
Redistricting is already on the table this year in Ohio, as the state is required to create a new congressional map ahead of the 2026 midterms.
Congressional maps in Ohio must be approved by a supermajority in the legislature, but neither party has been able to agree on a new map since the state Supreme Court struck down the map drawn after the 2020 Census. In 2022, the Ohio Redistricting Commission adopted a map that could be used only until 2026.
The timing in Ohio couldn't be better for Republicans pushing to pick up more House seats ahead of 2026. Three of the state's Democratic-controlled districts had single-digit vote margins in the 2024 presidential election. Reps. Marcy Kaptur and Emilia Strong Sykes are probably the most vulnerable Democrats in any new maps, as both won by narrow margins in 2024.
Illinois jumped into the redistricting story when Gov. JB Pritzker (D) invited Texas House Democrats to stay in suburban Chicago after they left their state to stall the Republicans redistricting efforts.
Pritzker has been vocal about the redistricting battle nationally, and Illinois state lawmakers have full control of the map-drawing process. But the impact of any map changes could be limited here -- Democrats hold 14 out of the state's 17 House seats, and the map is already carved largely in Democrats' favor.
Republicans are considering Missouri a possible target for redistricting ahead of 2026. The legislature could introduce new maps in September during its annual veto session.
State Republicans may try to squeeze an additional red seat by carving up the 5th District, currently held by Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II (D). This solid blue district, which includes Kansas City, heavily favored Harris in 2024.
Carving up Kansas City for a new GOP seat would leave only one solid blue district in Missouri -- the 1st District around St. Louis. That is a majority-minority district and protected by the Voting Rights Act.
Florida's congressional map has shifted in favor of Republicans in recent years. The GOP picked up four additional seats after Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) pushed state lawmakers to redraw the map in 2022.
Florida House Speaker Daniel Perez (R) told state lawmakers he is creating a "select committee" on congressional redistricting, and a few more districts could shift toward the GOP. But the state constitution has a "Fair Districts" amendment that says districts cannot be drawn to favor any one political party, and any changes to the map could be challenged in court. Five congressional districts had 2024 presidential vote margins within 10 points, and all of those seats are held by Democrats.
Maeve Reston, Patrick Marley, Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report. Data analysis by Lenny Bronner. Presidential results for the proposed new districts are from a Washington Post analysis of 2024 precinct election results and data from Redistricting Partners.
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Politics
Vance says D.C. police takeover an example for other cities
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller also claimed that bringing in federal law enforcement is meant to protect Washington's Black residents.

From left, White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Vice President JD Vance visit members of the National Guard at Union Station in D.C. on Wednesday. (Alexander Drago/AP)


By Amy B Wang | 2025-08-20
Vice President JD Vance and other Trump administration officials suggested Wednesday that the federal takeover of policing in D.C. could serve as a test case for other cities across the country as they tried to amplify the issue.
Vance, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Deputy White House Chief of Staff Stephen Miller visited Union Station on Wednesday to greet troops and tout the presence of federal law enforcement there, as the Trump administration continues to portray D.C. as "one of the most violent cities on planet Earth," a depiction at odds with crime data.
"Union Station is a great symbol of what's possible when you actually have the political willpower to bring law and order and common decency back to the public spaces of the United States of America," Vance told a small gathering of troops at the Shake Shack inside the train station. "So many Americans live in cities. They occupy these spaces. They know how unsafe they are, and they would love to be able to just live their life in places like Union Station without violent criminals making it impossible."
As Vance spoke, a mix of the authorities Trump has called to the District, including National Guard troops and federal agents, joined D.C. police officers who were inside Union Station. A small group of protesters yelled "Free D.C." and other chants from the concourse in objection to the officials' visit, attracting a crowd of reporters and passersby. Some travelers joined in as they hurried into the station.

Amtrak police officers inside Union Station on Wednesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


According to a Washington Post-Schar School poll, the overwhelming majority of D.C. residents oppose President Donald Trump's takeover of D.C. police, with 65 percent saying they do not believe his actions will make the city safer from violent crime.
Vance dismissed the protesters as "crazy liberals," while Miller later claimed without evidence that they had no connections to Washington and were communists. Miller added that, "inspired" by the protesters, the Trump administration would bring in thousands of additional law enforcement resources to the city.
Miller also claimed that the dramatic influx of National Guard troops in the nation's capital was meant to protect the city's Black residents, who he erroneously said make up a majority of Washington's population.

Protesters chanted "free D.C." while Vice President JD Vance and Defense Secretary Peter Hegseth visited National Guard troops in Washington D.C. on Aug. 20.


"This is not a city that has had any safety for its Black citizens for generations, and President Trump is the one who is fixing that with his support of the Metropolitan Police Department, his support of the National Guard and our federal law enforcement officers," Miller said. "So we're going to ignore these stupid White hippies who all need to go home and take a nap because they're all over 90 years old, and we're going to get back to the business of protecting the American people and the citizens."
Trump's takeover of policing in D.C. is in its second week of a 30-day period, and Vance did not rule out an extension.
"I think that we're going to make a lot of progress over the next 20 days. I think we're nine days into this thing," he said. "But if the president of the United States thinks that he has to extend this order to ensure that people have access to public safety, then that's exactly what he'll do."
In announcing the takeover of the city's police department on Aug. 11, Trump said he would also deploy 800 D.C. National Guard troops to help fight crime in the nation's capital. In recent days, Republican governors from at least six states said they would send hundreds of additional troops to aid in the effort, deployments that are federally funded.
The D.C. National Guard has conducted patrols on foot in the city. Troops are not making arrests at the time, the White House said, and may be armed.

Members of the D.C. National Guard patrol near the World War II Memorial and Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 14. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


City officials have repeatedly questioned the need for the additional troops. On Wednesday, a reporter asked D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) whether she felt it was right for National Guard troops to be at locations including transit hubs, or if she would rather see them in high-crime neighborhoods.
"I don't think the National Guard should be used for law enforcement," Bowser said. "And I think calling men and women from their homes and their jobs and their families, they have to be used on mission-specific items that benefit the nation. I don't think you [should] have an armed militia in the nation's capital."
Also Wednesday, the White House said more than 550 arrests have been made since Aug. 7, including the seizure of 76 firearms. It has declined to answer questions regarding additional details about who was arrested. The U.S. Marshals Service, meanwhile, has announced a $500 reward for tips that lead to an arrest in D.C.
Daniel Wu, Jenny Gathright and April Bethea contributed to this report.
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Politics
White House tours canceled indefinitely because of Trump's ballroom
The White House has canceled tours for September, and it's unclear when the long-standing tradition will resume.




By Jonathan Edwards | 2025-08-21

President Donald Trump spoke to reporters from the roof of the White House briefing room on Aug. 5, after construction plans for the new ballroom was announced.


Public tours of the White House have been suspended indefinitely because of planned construction on the massive ballroom President Donald Trump expects to start building next month.
About a half-million people tour the White House every year, and while cancellations happen frequently, a hiatus that could stretch months or years is rare.
The administration canceled tours scheduled for September and is not accepting tour requests beyond that, according to multiple congressional offices and an email sent by the White House to congressional offices. On their websites, members of Congress gave various reasons for the moratorium: "scheduled construction," "extensive renovations" and "construction of President Trump's new ballroom."

Public tours of the White House have been suspended indefinitely. (Susan Walsh/AP)


The Trump administration did not respond to questions about the tours, adding to the secrecy that has surrounded the ballroom project since it was announced three weeks ago. Officials have not released the ballroom's architectural plans or its exact location, even though Trump is rushing to break ground on the $200 million project within six weeks.
The White House normally opens tour dates 90 days in advance, allowing congressional staffers to book them for constituents through a scheduling portal accessible only by House and Senate offices, according to two congressional staffers familiar with the process, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the matter publicly.

President Donald Trump surprises visitors during a White House tour in 2017. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


In early to mid-July, when schedulers would typically be setting tours for October, the administration stopped offering new dates, one of those staffers said. White House officials offered congressional offices no explanation for the suspension of tours.
After the administration publicly announced Trump's vision for the ballroom, the White House sent an email to congressional tour coordinators that tours had been postponed indefinitely, the congressional staffer said.
Then it started canceling tours that had been scheduled for September, prompting congressional offices to send messages to constituents, according to multiple congressional websites.
"Unfortunately, the White House has canceled and is no longer accepting tour requests for the month of September due to the construction of a new ballroom on the White House grounds. I apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and understand how this may be disappointing news," read one such message.
Deanna Moberg got her cancellation email on Aug. 14 from the White House and the office of her congressman, Rep. Michael Baumgartner (R-Washington). Moberg, 58, started planning in February to come to D.C. in the first week of September with her husband, Tim, and their adult son. Aware of the 90-day window to book a tour, she began contacting members of Congress in Washington state in early June.
Moberg, who lives in West Richland, Washington, was almost successful. The White House confirmed their Sept. 3 tour in an email on June 5 and reconfirmed it in a follow-up missive on Aug. 3. But 11 days later, the White House reneged.
"I was disappointed," Moberg said. But, she added, she and her family have a plan B: They're going to visit the White House Historical Association's exhibit "The People's House," a 33,000-square-foot exhibit that includes a large-scale White House model and a full-scale replica of the Oval Office.

The White House Historical Association's exhibit space includes a large-scale White House model and a full-scale replica of the Oval Office. (Rod Lamkey/AP)


In a Reddit group about D.C. travel tips, multiple people offered the exhibit as a consolation to disappointed tourists who had had their September White House tours canceled.
It is not uncommon for tours to be canceled, sometimes at the last minute. The White House is the home and office of the president of the United States and the first lady. Other top officials, including the vice president and key members of the White House staff, work out of the building. Unexpected changes in the president's schedule, such as this week's last-minute meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and other European leaders for talks on ending the Russia-Ukraine war, can require additional security.
Long-term suspensions of tours are rare, however. Tours were stopped for a lengthy period after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, for example, and for shorter periods during budget crises.
On July 31, the White House announced plans to build a $200 million, 90,000-square-foot ballroom, which would be one of the biggest changes to "the People's House" in a century.

A rendering released by the White House shows the new State Dining Room commissioned by Trump. (McCrery Architects/White House)


Since the announcement, Trump has repeatedly highlighted the need for a larger space to host world leaders; the largest room at the White House seats 200 people, while the proposed ballroom would seat more than three times that.
Trump has promised to use no public money to pay for the ballroom. He said he would pay for the construction through private donations and write a check himself if he has to. He promised to release the names of donors.
Moberg said she understands that presidents have unpredictable schedules and that White House tours sometimes need to be canceled. But she would have felt it more justified to have hers scuttled by a last-minute visit with a world leader rather than a nine-figure, years-long construction project that would change one of the most famous and symbolic buildings in the world.
"The nation was kind of blindsided by that," she said, adding: "It's the People's House, and construction of a ballroom kind of came out of nowhere."
The moratorium on tours comes almost exactly six months after the incoming administration resumed them after taking over the White House from Joe Biden.
First lady Melania Trump made the announcement: "The President and I are excited to reopen the White House to those interested in the extraordinary story of this iconic and beautiful landmark," she said in a February statement. "There is much to learn about the American Presidency, the First Families who have lived here, and our Nation's rich history from a firsthand experience at the White House."
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Politics
Limits of Trump's diplomacy clear as Moscow balks at Ukraine plan
Moscow has resisted a Putin-Zelensky summit and security guarantees for Ukraine. Trump claims that the Kremlin's position has changed, leaving analysts puzzled.

President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky meet in the Oval Office in February. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Catherine Belton, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-08-21
Just days after the White House celebrated splashy summits with the leaders of Russia and Ukraine as foreign policy victories, the Kremlin signaled Wednesday that its position has barely budged, making clear the challenges facing President Donald Trump as he seeks a peace deal.
Since the summits, Trump repeatedly has touted security guarantees for Ukraine that, he said, could include France and other European countries providing "boots on the ground" in Ukraine. And the White House said Russian President Vladimir Putin had agreed to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
Russian officials on Wednesday spoke against both of those ideas.
"The brainless Gallic rooster can't let go of the idea of sending troops to 'Ukraine,'" former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev wrote on X, in an apparent reference to French President Emmanuel Macron. "It's been explicitly stated: NO NATO troops as peacekeepers. Russia won't accept such a 'security guarantee.' But the hoarse, pathetic bird continues to crow to prove it's king of the coop."
Also on Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov struck a blow at another major part of Trump's peace effort, downplaying expectations for a swift bilateral meeting with the Ukrainian president, and further blocking the prospects for any deal on security guarantees for Ukraine. He said Russia would only agree to the measures if it had an effective veto over future efforts to defend Kyiv.
The statements laid bare the limits of Trump's attempts to leverage his personal relationship with Putin to bring an end to the bloodiest European war since World War II. The disconnect has exacerbated concerns that Trump and his top advisers have failed to grasp central elements of Putin's positions in Ukraine, which remain largely unchanged since Russia launched a full-scale invasion into the country three years ago. Several foreign policy experts said they worried that White House decisions were showing signs of wishful thinking.

A man cycles between buildings hit by a Russian strike in the village of Malotaranivka, Donetsk region, on Sunday. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


"There is a straight line between the demands made in Alaska and what Russian negotiators put on the table in Istanbul in April 2022," said Andrew S. Weiss, the James Family chair and vice president for studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, referencing the failed peace talks. "The Kremlin's positions have not fundamentally changed."
Russia's conditions to end its war would essentially subvert Ukraine's sovereignty, neuter its military and seize territory in eastern Ukraine that it has not captured in battle. Moscow wants also to bar Ukraine permanently from NATO and other international groupings and prevent it from hosting foreign troops -- terms that would force Ukraine into a close, unwanted economic and political partnership with Russia.
The Trump administration's assessment of Moscow's readiness to make concessions alarmed foreign policy analysts, who are concerned that the president's advisers, who have not been dealing with the Kremlin during most of the war, have not understood major elements of what Putin was insisting on.
Trump has rejected the government's traditional national security agencies, instead relying on a small circle of advisers with limited foreign policy experience. He deputized much of the negotiations to a longtime friend, Steve Witkoff, who largely worked in real estate development before the president's decision to name him envoy to the Middle East and Russia.

U.S. special envoy Steve Witkoff before Trump's news conference with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Aug. 15. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


Trump has deployed Witkoff in negotiations in complex conflicts without a large staff, said James Rubin, former adviser to Biden Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
"He has never done this before," Rubin said. "He clearly has Trump's confidence, but the president himself has shown amateurishness by thinking he could end this war in 24 hours, by thinking that Putin's personal relationship with him matters at all. And now Witkoff is suffering potentially the same mistake or worse."
Trump expects a bilateral meeting will occur despite the Kremlin's public resistance, and he and his team remain in communication with Russian and Ukrainian officials, a White House official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations.
"More self-proclaimed 'experts' in the room' doesn't mean better foreign policy," the official said. "Steve Witkoff has had more conversations with Putin than any of the so-called experts with the past administration."
European allies of Ukraine said earlier this month that they were confused about Witkoff's reports of what Putin had told him when they met on Aug. 6. The Americans interpreted Putin's suggestion that he would halt Russian attacks on two regions of southern Ukraine as an offer to withdraw, according to people briefed on the talks, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. The Kremlin later clarified that it was ready to halt fighting in those regions but was still demanding that Kyiv relinquish the Donbas area of eastern Ukraine without offering anything in return, according to people briefed on the negotiations.

Trump and Putin in Anchorage. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Kremlin officials, too, have been concerned that Witkoff at times has failed to accurately represent Moscow's position when he relayed it back to Trump, said Thomas Graham, a distinguished fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.
The administration focused on territorial issues in their proposals to Moscow, at times failing to address the concerns about NATO and the demilitarization of Ukraine that Russia also views as central to the war.
The idea that territorial concessions could bring peace in Ukraine is "a dangerous illusion," said Boris Bondarev, a former senior Russian diplomat who resigned over Putin's Ukraine invasion, in a post on X.
"Some still imagine that, in exchange for land, the Kremlin might accept security guarantees for Ukraine, tolerate the presence of peacekeepers, or even acquiesce to the continued arming of Kyiv," he wrote. "This is fantasy. It will not happen."
Trump and his advisers appear unfazed by the Kremlin's public backlash to its positions. Witkoff on Fox News described Trump as a legendary dealmaker and said he "has an uncanny ability to bend people to his sensible way of thinking."
After the Alaska summit, Witkoff told CNN that Putin agreed that the United States could offer Ukraine a security guarantee resembling NATO's collective defense mandate as part of an eventual deal to end the war. Russian officials have now roundly denounced that idea.

President Donald Trump pledged U.S. support for Ukraine during a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Aug. 18 in the Oval Office.


"Witkoff clearly misunderstood what the Russians were offering in Alaska in terms of security guarantees" said Eric Ciaramella, former Ukraine adviser during the first Trump term and now an analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. "Witkoff has further confused everyone by saying that the guarantee would be modeled after NATO's Article 5, yet without an American pledge to intervene in defense of Ukraine. Well, that's the essence of Article 5, so what are we even talking about?"
Trump remains optimistic about the possibility of peace in Ukraine, and he called Witkoff "a wonderful person that everybody likes" and "a good dealmaker" during an interview Tuesday with conservative talk radio star Mark Levin.
"He understands the president's perspective and is able to effectively articulate that to foreign leaders," a White House official said.
Trump's selection of Witkoff reflects his style of prioritizing personalities over policy details in diplomatic negotiations.
"It's probably instinct more than process," Trump said when Levin asked him if there was a method to his negotiations with Ukraine and Russia. "I have instincts you know, and I've lived with my instincts." He then began a non sequitur on his decision to run for president.
Trump has emphasized his personal relationship with Putin, suggesting on Monday in a conversation with Macron caught on microphone that he believed Putin wants to make a deal with him. This relational approach to diplomacy is a pattern for Trump that dates back to his first term.
"In his first term, he'd say, 'Isn't it a good thing I'm friends with Putin?' As if that solves the problem. And I think he wants to be a good friend with Putin again," said John Bolton, who was Trump's national security adviser before breaking with him. "That's why Putin wants the opportunity to tell him that they are still good friends."
Following the meeting with European leaders on Monday, Trump announced that the next step would be a meeting between Putin and Zelensky. A White House official on Tuesday said that Putin had confirmed to the White House that he was willing to meet with the Ukrainian president. But such a meeting would probably be untenable for the Kremlin at this stage, analysts say.

Trump, Zelensky and European leaders in the East Room of the White House on Monday. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Throughout the war, the Kremlin has ruled out Putin meeting with Zelensky until certain conditions were met -- a formulation that analysts say means he would meet only when Zelensky was ready to capitulate to Russia's terms. Putin has also derided Zelensky's legal legitimacy, saying that he could not sign a peace deal because it would not be valid.
"Putin will not meet Zelensky under the current circumstances," wrote Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, on X on Tuesday. "He has repeatedly stated that such a meeting would only be possible if there were well-prepared grounds, which in practice means Zelensky's acceptance of Russia's terms for ending the war. This, she wrote, meant that "another disappointment for Trump is therefore inevitable."
In the month before the Alaska summit, Trump appeared to be growing cold toward Putin as the Russian president continued to rain bombs down on Ukraine, despite assurances he made over the phone to the U.S. president. Trump set a 50-day deadline for Russia to agree to a ceasefire or face "very severe" new economic consequences -- later reducing it to 10 days.
Days before the deadline expired, Putin invited Witkoff to Moscow and offered a proposal, seen by the White House as sufficient grounds to set up last week's Alaska summit meeting. There, Putin succeeded in convincing Trump that an immediate ceasefire to allow for complex peace negotiations was not required, allowing Russia to continue its attacks on Ukraine, without the risk of new U.S. sanctions.
The move alarmed European leaders, who raced to Washington on Monday to back up Zelensky during a meeting at the White House. After the meeting, they appeared satisfied by Trump's openness to security guarantees. If Putin does not accept the terms, that could make the Kremlin the obstacle to Trump's peace deal, insulating Ukraine from having to choose between untenable concessions of territory and inviting Trump's ire.
Just because Russia, Ukraine and the United States appear to be far apart, it does not mean the negotiations have failed, Graham continued. A serious negotiation could extend beyond the end of the year, despite Trump's push for a speedy conclusion to the war, Graham said.
"I never thought that this was a matter of one conversation in Anchorage and then another conversation in Washington and we're done," Graham said. "What we have is a negotiation that is in its early stages, and people will see how far Trump is able to take it."
Belton reported from London and Zakrzewski and Birnbaum from Washington. Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump calls for resignation of Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook
The president's call appears to be his latest effort to influence the central bank board as he demands lower interest rates. 

Lisa Cook, a member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, in 2023. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


By Patrick Svitek, Andrew Ackerman | 2025-08-20
President Donald Trump on Wednesday demanded the resignation of Lisa Cook, a member of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors, in his latest effort to bend the independent central bank to his will.
The pressure campaign, if successful, could give Trump a majority of allies on the board and allow him to fulfill his goal of lowering interest rates, even as the Supreme Court has pushed back on his attempts to exert direct control over the independent and powerful body.
"This marks a new escalation in attacks on Fed independence," noted Derek Tang, an economist at LHMeyer, an economic consulting firm.
Trump issued the call after Bill Pulte, director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, accused Cook of mortgage fraud and asked the Justice Department to investigate her.
"Cook must resign, now!!!" Trump wrote on his Truth Social network, sharing a media report about Pulte's allegations.
Cook made clear in a statement late Wednesday that she did not plan to resign, but she did not respond to the specifics of the allegations against her.
"I have no intention of being bullied to step down from my position because of some questions raised in a tweet," Cook said. "I do intend to take any questions about my financial history seriously as a member of the Federal Reserve and so I am gathering the accurate information to answer any legitimate questions and provide the facts."
Trump has spent months pressing the chair of the Federal Reserve Board, Jerome H. Powell, to lower interest rates, mocking him with the nickname "Too Late" and raising the prospect he could try to remove Powell. He has so far been talked out of firing Powell by advisers who have argued it would be too disruptive to financial markets. But Trump has sought to exert pressure on Powell by scrutinizing renovations to the Fed's buildings, including during a tense trip to its campus last month in which the president criticized the project's cost while ultimately saying it should be completed. Powell's term as Fed chair ends in May.
The attacks on Cook came as Fed officials were traveling to Wyoming ahead of the Kansas City Fed's annual economics conference in Jackson Hole. Powell is scheduled to address the conference Friday morning, speaking about the economic outlook.
The political atmosphere has complicated what is already a tricky spot for the Fed, which is tasked with balancing its dual mandate of maximum employment and stable inflation. Trump's unpredictable trade policy has heightened concerns that economic growth could slow and that financial markets could become more volatile, conditions that would normally prompt a rate cut. At the same time, tariffs could reignite inflationary pressures, potentially justifying higher rates instead. Some economists warn that price increases could take longer to show up than signs of a weakening economy.
At the Fed's most recent meeting in July, the central bank bucked pressure from Trump and left interest rates unchanged  for the fifth time this year. A majority of the policymakers in the meeting judged the risks of higher inflation as greater than the risk of a softening labor market, according to minutes of the meeting released on Wednesday. Two Fed governors, both Republicans, dissented.
The Fed meeting concluded two days before the Labor Department reported that job growth was so weak earlier this summer that Trump fired the head of the agency behind the numbers. Trump claimed without evidence that the numbers were rigged against him.
In targeting Cook, Trump appears to be looking to open more vacancies on the seven-member Fed board, accelerating the point at which Trump-aligned governors could hold a majority. An earlier-than-expected vacancy arose this month when one of the governors, Adriana D. Kugler, announced her resignation. Trump said he was "very happy" about the opening and quickly appointed Stephen Miran, the head of the White House's Council of Economic Advisers, as a replacement until the end of January, when Kugler's term had been set to expire.
Pulte made his allegations against Cook early Wednesday on X. He accused her of committing fraud in 2021 while seeking mortgages on two properties -- on a home in Michigan and a condo in Atlanta -- describing both of them during a two-week period as her primary residence. He included images of Cook's apparent signature and later released a lengthy referral letter to the Justice Department.
"When someone commits mortgage fraud, they undermine the faith and integrity of our System," he wrote.
Cook said in her statement that she learned about Pulte's allegations from the media. She noted his criminal referral was "based on a mortgage application from four years ago, before I joined the Federal Reserve."
President Joe Biden appointed Cook to the Board of Governors in 2022, and the Senate confirmed her in a party-line vote that required Vice President Kamala Harris to break a tie. Cook is the first Black woman to serve on the board.
The president has little power to oust top Fed officials, a limit the Supreme Court recently reiterated. Generally speaking, governors can only be removed "for cause," a standard that legal experts say applies to violations of law or serious misconduct, not over a policy difference on interest rates.
Designating a home as a primary residence, instead of a secondary home or investment property, can get borrowers lower interest rates because primary homes are seen as less risky to lenders. But real estate experts said it was unclear whether any rules were broken. Real estate records may not tell a full story on their own, since borrowers can sometimes come to agreements with their lenders about the nature of the properties. There are also different definitions of primary residences -- by the county and by the lender -- that can leave room for confusion and make it hard to know whether  rules were violated.
Government-mortgage giant Fannie Mae also includes exceptions to the rules for claiming two homes as primary residence, such as when  someone co-signs for a dependent such as a child or older parent. Pulte oversees Fannie and its smaller cousin, Freddie Mac, which collectively back roughly half of the U.S. mortgage market.
If Cook is ousted or resigns, it would hand Trump a likely majority of governors calling for cuts to interest rates. It also potentially makes it easier for him to install more Trump-friendly heads of the 12 regional Fed banks, who serve on the committee that sets interest rates. In February, all Fed bank presidents will be subject to renewal, which a majority of the board would have to approve for each.
Cook isn't the first Fed governor Trump has targeted. Just before his return to office, Trump officials had planned to seek to demote Michael Barr, who was serving as the Fed's vice chair for banking supervision. Barr stepped down from the leadership role to avoid a potential legal fight. He continues to serve as a governor.
The mortgage fraud allegations follow a playbook the Trump administration has used to go after other perceived Democratic enemies. Last month, the president accused Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) of mortgage fraud, and similarly referred the matter to the Justice Department for a criminal investigation.
Schiff led impeachment proceedings against Trump as a House member before he was elected to the Senate last fall. He denied any wrongdoing and said the administration's claims were political retribution over his opposition to Trump's agenda.
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Obama supports California redistricting, says GOP can't 'rig the game' 
The former president said that what Texas Republicans are doing requires an equally aggressive response from Democrats.

Redistricting "is not my preference, but we cannot unilaterally allow one of the two major parties to rig the game," former president Barack Obama said at an event Tuesday. (Erin Hooley/AP)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-08-20
Former president Barack Obama on Tuesday said he supports California Democrats' moves to redraw congressional districts to offset similar efforts from Texas Republicans.
Texas's proposed map could create at least five additional Republican-safe districts, and California's push -- framed as something akin to a trigger law -- would create a similar number of additional Democratic-leaning districts as a countermeasure as the parties battle for control of the narrowly divided House next year. Obama said that what Texas Republicans are doing requires an equally aggressive response from Democrats. But in the long term, the former president told those gathered for a National Democratic Redistricting Committee fundraiser, there should be no political gerrymandering in America.
"I wanted just a fair fight between Republicans and Democrats based on who's got better ideas, and take it to the voters and see what happens," Obama said. "But I want to be very clear: Given that Texas is taking direction from a partisan White House that is effectively saying, 'Gerrymander for partisan purposes so we can maintain the House despite our unpopular policies, redistrict right in the middle of a decade between censuses' -- which is not how the system was designed -- I have tremendous respect for how Governor [Gavin] Newsom has approached this."
Unlike in Texas, where Republican Gov. Greg Abbott and the Republican-led legislature can change the state's maps, California Democrats must pass bills ordering the California secretary of state to put a measure on the November ballot that would establish a new map. Placing the measure on the ballot requires a two-thirds vote of the legislature, and Democrats control both houses by margins larger than that. The measure would ask voters to amend the state constitution by approving the new Democrat-tilted map for three election cycles.
Newsom (D) is leading the effort. Newsom has repeatedly said California's hand has been forced by Texas, and language in the California bill makes clear that the state's new map will only take effect if Texas's does.
Obama said at the fundraiser for the organization headed by his first attorney general, Eric Holder, that he would prefer if California did not redraw its lines but appreciated that Democrats are fighting back.
"That is not my preference, but we cannot unilaterally allow one of the two major parties to rig the game," Obama said. "And California is one of the states that has the capacity to offset a large state like Texas."
Newsom also said California's new maps will be temporary, an approach Obama said was a "smart, measured approach, designed to address a very particular problem in a very particular moment in time."
Republican California State Assembly member David Tangipa, who serves on the chamber's Elections Committee, said California's Independent Redistricting Commission is a "national model for fairness and transparency" and that its maps should be left untouched.
"It's disappointing that the former president would put partisan politics ahead of what's best for Californians," Tangipa said in a statement to The Washington Post. "Here in California, the people choose their representatives -- not the other way around -- and that's exactly how it should stay."
Obama on Tuesday touted that California voters will have a say in the process at the ballot box, something he said the legislatively drawn maps in Texas do not.
"The fact that California voters will have a chance to weigh in on this makes this act consistent with our democratic ideals, rather than in opposition to our democratic ideals," Obama said.
Obama's comments mark the first time the former president publicly expressed support for California's push. Last week, he called Texas Democratic state lawmakers who fled the state to delay a vote on the new map and commended them for their efforts. The Texas legislature is expected to pass the Republican maps in the coming days, while the California legislature is expected to vote on the motion to bring the maps to the ballot by the end of the week.
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Trump administration cancels annual employee survey amid civil service tumult
The Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey has been sent to millions of federal workers over the years.

Scott Kupor, now director of the Office of Personnel Management, during a Senate hearing on April 3 on his nomination. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield | 2025-08-20
The Trump administration has canceled an annual questionnaire of the federal workforce, leaving uncertain whether it will comply with a legal requirement to survey employees.
The Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey, which has helped determine which agencies are the best and worst places to work, has been sent to millions of federal workers over the years. This year, however, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) pushed back the survey in February, saying that questions needed to be revised to remove references to diversity, equity and inclusion.
Then on Friday, the federal government's human resources arm said it wouldn't conduct the survey at all this year because it was still editing it. It did not explain how the administration would comply with a legal requirement for agencies to administer annual surveys of federal workers.
"A transformed workforce requires a transformed Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey," OPM Director Scott Kupor said in a statement. "We are revising FEVS to remove questions added by the Biden-Harris Administration and to refocus on core administration priorities: to restore a high-performance, high-efficiency, and merit-based civil service. FEVS will be back next year, new and improved."
The decision comes after workers have experienced months of tumult, including mass firings, relocations and staffing reversals. President Donald Trump's declaration that federal employees are "crooked," Trump budget director Russell Vought's vow to put federal workers "in trauma" and Trump donor Elon Musk's complaints about a bloated federal workforce have exacerbated frustrations among workers. Others have left government entirely, citing plummeting morale and fears of retaliation.
Agencies may still comply with the law to survey workers, but it is unclear how that will occur, especially given they would only have four months to create and complete such a survey, and spending cuts have made it more difficult to afford such an effort. An OPM official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions, said OPM told agencies that if they conducted their own surveys that they should coordinate with OPM.
Most federal agencies did not immediately respond to a Washington Post inquiry on  their plans to survey workers.
This year's survey cancellation was first reported by Federal News Network.
In past years, the survey has provided a benchmark for agency leaders to make improvements and has offered the most comprehensive view of overall engagement and satisfaction among civil service workers. The results, which have previously been made public, also provide watchdogs with data to hold agency leaders accountable for poor management. For instance, the previous Department of Homeland Security secretary,   Alejandro Mayorkas, cited the department's low rankings in past years as motivation for making changes, such as increasing the pay for TSA officers.
Max Stier, president and CEO of the Partnership for Public Service, which produces an annual report on the best places to work in the federal government based on the survey findings, said the decision to cancel the survey was "disappointing."
"By making this decision, the administration is depriving itself of the ability to make data-driven leadership decisions that can help government better deliver for the public," Stier said.
The National Defense Authorization Act of 2004 outlined specific topics that agencies must survey their employees on -- including employee satisfaction, work environment and opportunities for growth -- and required that the results be made public. The broader government-wide OPM survey has served as a way to fulfill this legal requirement for numerous agencies, officials said.
The law does not specify any punishment for agencies that don't complete the requirement.
Some Trump officials have referred to the surveys' findings. Social Security Commissioner Frank Bisignano told lawmakers in June that he had hoped to reverse his agency's placement as the worst place to work among large agencies for the past three years. Social Security Administration spokesman Barton Mackey said the agency was "actively exploring alternative methods to gather feedback from our workforce."
The Department of Veterans Affairs, the second-largest federal agency, also canceled its VA All Employee Survey this year, spokesman Pete Kasperowicz told The Washington Post.
An email sent to VA workers involved in the planning of the survey Monday said the decision to cancel the VA survey was "not taken lightly and deemed necessary to align with the broader federal directives and to ensure resources and efforts are optimally utilized." Kasperowicz did not respond to a question about how the agency might comply with the legal requirement to collect workers' feedback.
The Environmental Protection Agency, the Interior Department, the Agriculture Department, the Energy Department, the Securities and Exchange Commission and the National Labor Relations Board declined to comment. OPM and NASA said they won't survey their own workers.
The Pentagon said Wednesday it has two surveys in the field to gather thoughts on the agency's readiness and retention and history of sexual assault, harassment and discrimination among service members.
Congress has in the past taken agencies to task when they come to ask for appropriations. But the current GOP-controlled Congress has offered Trump broad latitude on other issues, such as tariffs and spending.
"It's an important source of information, not just for the administration, but also for the committees in Congress that oversee the agencies and programs that they've created and authorized, and it seems like they should want to know whether those agencies and programs are working well," said David E. Lewis, a political science professor at Vanderbilt University.
Nick Bednar, a law professor at the University of Minnesota Law School, said it was unlikely that all the agencies will be able to conduct their own surveys this year, and that even if they did, results would be limited because many federal employees may not participate out of fear of retaliation.
"In the current climate, it is hard to place full confidence in the accuracy of government-administered surveys because the employees who remain in these agencies are so fearful of retaliation," Bednar wrote in an email.
Jacqueline Simon, policy director of the American Federation of Government Employees, the largest federal employee union, said the move was "just another example of this administration's silencing of federal employees" after it stopped recognizing many unions representing federal workers and their collective bargaining agreements.
Simon added that changes to the survey that remove questions about inclusion and accessibility will make it more difficult for disabled and minority workers to express concerns about fairness in workplaces.
Donald Kettl, former dean of the University of Maryland School of Public Policy, compared the decision to not conduct the survey to other efforts by the Trump administration to quell data that does not align with its agenda and worldview. Kettl and other experts said it was likely that the survey results would show that the administration's cuts to the federal workforce have led to further dissatisfaction.
"With this administration, there's been an uncomfortable tendency where, if the results are to be unpleasant, to simply either bury the data or not collect it to begin with," Kettl said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/19/federal-survey-employees-canceled/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
With police trailing him, Texas lawmaker spends a long day into night
Rep. Suleman Lalani, among the Democrats who fled the state to delay GOP redistricting efforts, had a constant law enforcement shadow to ensure his whereabouts.

Texas Rep. Suleman Lalani (D) talks on the phone as he stops for gas en route to Houston on Tuesday afternoon, trailed constantly by a state police officer. (Photos by Molly Hennessy-Fiske/The Washington Post) 


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-08-20
AUSTIN -- No matter where state Rep. Suleman Lalani went, the black-suited man followed him.
When he headed to lunch at the eatery inside the Texas Capitol -- downing a chili dog and bowl of tortilla soup -- the man sat a couple of tables away.
When he went to fetch dirty laundry from his nearby hotel room, the man followed in a gray pickup.
And when the lawmaker-physician headed back toward Houston on Tuesday afternoon, to see elderly patients in his suburban district, the plainclothes officer was close behind.
The constant surveillance came after Lalani and two dozen fellow House Democrats returned to the state following nearly two weeks evading Texas authorities in Illinois, where they had traveled to break quorum and block Republican redistricting legislation that could tip the balance of power in Congress.
"It's a pure form of bullying" by the GOP, Lalani said as his chief of staff drove and he rode shotgun, wearing a blue plaid blazer and jeans, gazing back at the Department of Public Safety officer tailing them. "They want to say, 'We have the might.'"

Lalani talks to supporters in the Texas Capitol. Behind him are his shadows, plainclothes officers from the Department of Public Safety. 


All but one of those House Democrats -- Rep. Nicole Collier, a Fort Worth lawyer -- had signed "permission slips" agreeing to remain in the custody of a DPS officer until they returned for the chamber's next session on Wednesday. A half-dozen later tore up the slips and returned Tuesday to the Capitol in solidarity with Collier, who was spending a second night, with a sleep mask and blanket, at her desk on the House floor.
Lalani was not among them.
He regretted consenting to the police detail, he said as he left town. The 58-year-old legislator, who in his other life is a doctor of internal medicine and geriatrics, hadn't realized it would become a shadow hanging over him.
"It was just thrown in our face," he recalled. What he now thought: He had fallen into the trap.
He worried that if fellow lawmakers could impose a police escort on him, they could do it to anybody.
"This is not freedom," Lalani said as he rode east past fields full of cotton and grazing cattle. But he felt a duty to check on his patients, some in their 80s and infirm.
He kept an eye on the truck behind them. The rules of engagement were unclear.
"Should I speed?" joked chief of staff Tony Flores.

Lalani  is greeted by family and supporters outside of his district office in Sugar Land, a Houston suburb, where he returned for a quick visit. 


Lalani scanned his colleagues' social media. Officers had followed some to the bathroom, others to pick up their children. Lalani worried his guy might scare the patients he planned to visit at a nursing home. What if the officer ventured inside?
Stopping for gas en route to Houston at 4 p.m., Lalani stared at the DPS officer's tinted car windows across the parking lot.
"They have real jobs, and yet they are babysitting all of us," he said.
By 5 p.m., Lalani had arrived at his district office in an oak-shaded brick complex in the suburb of Sugar Land. His wife, three sons -- ages 15, 26 and 27 -- and a dozen supporters waited with flowers and handmade signs, including "Police escort of Texas Reps = police state."
"They will not stop my life," Lalani told the group.
He is in his second term, one of the state's first Muslim and South Asian representatives, a native of Pakistan. His wife, who is a registered nurse, said the police escort reminded her of their homeland. She has been feeling so stressed, she's had dizzy spells.
"Even in that country you have freedom of speech," Zakia Lalani said. "I don't feel comfortable. I mean, you're living in America."
About 6:30 p.m., the officer ducked inside. He was trying to stay out of the way, he said, but needed to "coordinate logistics." When would the lawmaker be leaving to drive back to Austin?
About 9 p.m., Lalani replied. He was terse but polite. "The poor guy is doing his job," he acknowledged later.
At the nursing home, the officer remained in the parking lot. Inside, nurses loaned Lalani a stethoscope because he'd forgotten to bring his.

Lalani, a doctor in internal medicine and geriatrics, does rounds at a nursing home before heading back to Austin for the rest of a special legislative session. 


So went the next few hours. After making rounds at the nursing home -- reassured that several patients were doing well -- he and his family managed dinner at a local restaurant serving Indian and Pakistani cuisine. Zakia Lalani invited the officer to join them. He declined, waiting in the parking lot until a new shift arrived.
The meal was interrupted repeatedly by constituents, supporters who thanked Lalani in both English and Urdu.
"We admire what you are doing," local businessman Qaisar Imam said. "We are afraid to say a lot of things. So when you do, it gives us a voice."
Even as he fumed at the expense of so many officers trailing him -- three in one day so far, all at taxpayers' expense -- Lalani wondered whether the police escort was a blessing in disguise. So much was at stake: the redistricting battle in Austin, in large part at President Donald Trump's urging; the many issues that could hang in the balance in both Texas and the country; and, of course, the repercussions of how the Capitol drama had played out between the Republicans and Democrats.
"People are being motivated. They see [GOP leaders] doing this to their representatives," he said.
It was much later than Lalani had expected when everything finally wrapped up. Dinner had taken longer, and then he'd paused to pray. He had been following reports through the evening that a threat had been posted online against officers at the Capitol and the building shut down, but information still was sketchy.
Shortly before 10:30 p.m., as Lalani prepared to depart, a new officer in a gray SUV explained that he would follow them halfway, then trade off with yet another officer. Lalani nodded.
About an hour later, the gray SUV peeled off, replaced by yet another SUV waiting on the highway shoulder on the way back to Austin.
"You think that's the guy?" Lalani's chief of staff asked.
He shrugged. The escorts' novelty had worn off.
Along with the other House Democrats who fled out of state, Lalani faces fines of up to $500 a day for those days away. He and a dozen others also face legal action brought by state Attorney General Ken Paxton (R), who sued to vacate their seats because of their moves to prevent a House quorum.
Lalani returned to his hotel after midnight. By Wednesday morning, he had yet another officer to accompany him back to the Capitol. The man trailed him down the hall, upstairs to the House chamber door.
And there, just before 10 a.m., Lalani's shadow finally vanished.

Lalani returns to the Texas House chamber Wednesday morning as Republican legislators move toward their redistricting goal. 






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/08/20/suleman-lalani-democrat-texas-legislature/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

      Opinions

      The Washington Post Opinions section features opinion articles, op-eds, editorials by the Editorial Board, global opinions and letters to the editor on the issues of the day. Offerings include columns by Washington Post opinion writers, political cartoons by editorial cartoonists Ann Telnaes and Michael de Adder and podcasts by Jonathan Capehart.


      
        How should Trump fight crime in D.C.?
        James Hohmann, Megan McArdle, Rafael Mangual

        Three writers discuss the best ways to combat crime in the capital, and the country writ large.

      

      
        'Ozempic For All' is starting to make economic sense
        Gary Winslett

        As prices come down and new benefits emerge, universal access to GLP-1s could become sound fiscal policy.

      

      
        When America found its first great leader
        Andrew O'Shaughnessy

        George Washington's first major test of the Revolutionary War came in August 1775.

      

      
        Bolivia's promising turn to the right
        Eric Farnsworth

        Voters have apparently had enough of Evo Morales's enviro-socialist governing model.

      

      
        After deadly steel accident, tensions melt and governor and CEO unify
        Salena Zito

        Josh Shapiro and David Burritt once butted heads. Now, a grieving community needs them united.

      

      
        Everyone loses when the federal government runs elections
        Editorial Board

        Trump's promised executive order on mail-in voting won't have teeth.

      

      
        The Texas gerrymander freakout
        Editorial Board

        What's happening in the Lone Star State is not a threat to democracy.

      

      
        Donbas and Crimea are Ukraine. That is not negotiable.
        Letters to the Editor

        Post readers on Ukraine peace negotiations, fair college admissions, sexual abuse consequences and solar investment.

      

      
        The Trump-led show of support for Ukraine puts Putin in a bind
        Marc Thiessen

        NATO-like security guarantee for Ukraine without NATO will force Putin to show his cards.

      

      
        The easiest way to end district gerrymandering? Eliminating districts.
        Matthew Algeo

        Save democracy by holding a single, winners-take-all vote for congressional seats in every state.

      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How should Trump fight crime in D.C.?
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/interactive/2025/trump-dc-takeover-national-guard-crime/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
'Ozempic For All' is starting to make economic sense
As prices come down and new benefits emerge, universal access to GLP-1s could become sound fiscal policy.

The injectable drug Ozempic. (David J. Phillip/AP)


By Gary Winslett | 2025-08-21
Gary Winslett is an associate professor at Middlebury College in Vermont.
By now, you've probably heard about the weight-loss benefits of GLP-1 drugs like Ozempic (semaglutide) and Mounjaro (tirzepatide), but scientists are still discovering that they have all kinds of other benefits too: They help prevent strokes and heart attacks, fight kidney disease and Parkinson's, curb addiction, and lower risks for several particularly nasty cancers.
At this rate, just about every American will have some condition or risk factor that makes these drugs look appealing in their lifetime. And when that day comes, they should be able to get it. Universal access to GLP-1s should be the explicit goal of our federal government.
This is not some left-wing fantasy; it's a smart economic policy.
Obesity-related health care costs the U.S. about $173 billion annually, and that doesn't include all those other medical problems that GLP-1s may be able to address. It also does not include costs outside of direct medical expenses like lost productivity, disability payments and early mortality. Medicare and Medicaid together spend about $1.9 trillion a year. That's the proper baseline to be thinking from, not zero.
If spending on GLP-1s lowers these costs by more than the drugs cost, then they pay for themselves -- and getting to that point is more attainable than most people realize.
When someone has a heart attack, for example, the initial hospitalization (not including any follow-on care) costs, on average, $30,000.
Preventing those heart attacks is obviously great on a human level, but it would also save the system a great deal of money.
Enter GLP-1s. Medical researchers recently estimated that for every 100,000 Americans  treated with these drugs, we'd see 32,000 to 45,000 fewer cases of obesity, 20,000 fewer diabetes cases, and up to 10,000 fewer cases of heart disease. These preventive effects would save upward of $21,000 to $28,000 in medical care for each patient, depending on the GLP-1 used -- and that doesn't include potential savings from addiction, Parkinson's, kidney disease or other ailments. That means the overall savings is likely well higher.
The authors of that estimate do not find these GLP-1s to be cost-effective investments overall right now, though, based on a combined measure of savings and expected increase in quality of life. To get there, they'd need to drop in price to about $1,522 a year. There are two reasons to be optimistic that we can get there. First, while some patients may need to stay on GLP-1s long-term, many may not need to. Most people who come off of GLP-1s do not gain all the weight back and more than one-third continue to lose significant weight even after discontinuing them. And prices are already dropping from their early highs: The net price the study used for semaglutide after rebates and discounts was more than $8,400 a year. It now runs about $6,000 per year for customers who pay out of pocket.
The key policy question is how to push prices down even further.
Denmark has been able to negotiate a price of $130 per month for Ozempic to treat diabetes, or $1,560 a year, if patients first try a less expensive treatment. If the U.S. government (which would have much greater purchasing power than Denmark's) can match that or, even better, get down to a cost of $1,000 a year (about $83 a month), the benefits easily surpass the costs.
There are ways to speed up that process. The smartest place to start is with bulk purchasing agreements, essentially scaling up what we did so successfully with coronavirus vaccines. The federal government would negotiate directly with manufacturers to purchase millions of doses annually in exchange for significantly reduced per-unit pricing. These aren't price controls. They're better thought of as volume discount negotiation -- the same thing Costco does, just bigger.
These bulk purchase agreements would supply multiple programs simultaneously. Instead of Medicare negotiating separately from Medicaid, and everyone competing against each other, we create one massive purchasing pool that maximizes taxpayers' bargaining power. The manufacturers get the scale they want, taxpayers get better deals, and we avoid the administrative headache of managing multiple separate negotiations.
Medicare could expand its coverage of GLP-1s for a variety of conditions including but not limited to diabetes and weight loss, an idea the Trump administration is exploring. A Medicaid buy-in option would allow working-class Americans, i.e. people who earn too much for traditional Medicaid but can't afford premium private insurance, to purchase GLP-1 coverage. That's especially important because Medicaid populations are more likely to suffer from weight-related conditions. Ensuring that the new GLP-1s can come onto the market (and there are dozens in the pipeline) will ensure competition and further reduce prices.
Universal access to GLP-1s isn't a radical anti-capitalist concept or a pie-in-the-sky dream. It's a policy choice that builds on health care systems and preventive medicine thinking that already work. It deserves to be our next great public health project.
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Opinions
Bolivia's promising turn to the right
Voters have apparently had enough of Evo Morales's enviro-socialist governing model.

Bolivian presidential candidate Rodrigo Paz Pereira celebrates winning first place in the first round of voting on Sunday. (Luis Gandarillas, EPA/Shutterstock)


By Eric Farnsworth | 2025-08-21
Eric Farnsworth is a senior associate with the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Latin America never fails to surprise. Election after election leaves pollsters confused and seasoned observers shaking their heads. Bolivia's presidential vote on Sunday in favor of two center-right candidates is the latest example. U.S. leaders should recognize this opportunity to extend their support and influence in the region.
Many Americans know Bolivia as the place where Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and Che Guevara were killed, 60 years apart. Some might be familiar with former president Evo Morales. Beginning in 2006, his enviro-socialist governing model -- supported by Venezuelan money, Cuban security and the strained efforts of leftists and dreamers -- brought the country continued underdevelopment, political polarization, corruption and ties to some of the world's most repressive regimes.
Still others might know of Bolivia's massive lithium deposits, which recently have been dominated by Chinese interests. Despite its rich patrimony of critically important natural resources, including natural gas, Bolivia remains the second-poorest nation in South America. Private-sector interest in the country has been vanishingly small. Since 2008, the United States has had no Senate-confirmed ambassador in La Paz.
Now, it seems, Bolivians have had enough. In the first round of voting for president, they put forward two candidates for the second round who have been described variously as center, center-right and conservative: senator Rodrigo Paz, the son of former president Jaime Paz Zamora, and Jorge "Tuto" Quiroga, a former president and vice president who is active in the regional democracy movement. Paz came from nowhere in the race to capture the top slot. Quiroga had been polling second and maintained that position. Their runoff will be on Oct. 19.
Most surprising was the voters' utter rejection of Morales's Movement Toward Socialism (MAS in Spanish), whose candidate came in sixth with barely 3 percent of the vote. MAS representation in the legislature was nearly wiped out. Morales, who has been holed up in his rural redoubt surrounded by bodyguards, urged his supporters to sit out the election, and some did -- in part because the MAS candidate was not his choice but that of the current president, Luis Arce.
Among the biggest losers now is Morales's signature socialist model of government. Latin America's authoritarian regimes -- Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela -- have lost a key ally. Iran and Russia no longer will be able to rely on easy friendship with La Paz. China, which has taken advantage of MAS leaders' lax investment enforcement, is likely to soon face more critical environmental and tax regulators -- and stronger competition from other countries.
The winners are the Bolivian people, who after 20 years of socialist governance, have an opportunity to reboot their politics and recalibrate their economic model.
This will not be easy. The next president will need to manage a bankrupt country that has run out of dollars and cannot import the goods it needs. Foreign debt will need to be renegotiated, foreign investments accelerated and government spending reduced. Austerity measures will be unpopular, and there is no guarantee that Bolivians will not rebel against them. The remnants of MAS might well be inclined to exploit the country's deep social divisions. Bolivia is a difficult country to govern. Many presidents have left office before the end of their terms.
For the United States, however, Bolivia's sudden change presents an opportunity. Latin America is in the midst of electoral realignment. It started in Argentina with the election of the conservative Javier Milei. Ecuador followed with the election of center-right Daniel Noboa. In both countries, voters were responding to the previous leaders' failures and excesses. Now there is Bolivia, and elections are ahead in Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and Honduras. To encourage all these countries to turn toward Washington, U.S. leaders need only demonstrate that friendships matter and alliances work.
Once Bolivia's new president is inaugurated, the United States, other democratic allies and international institutions including the International Monetary Fund should offer their robust support for reforms that rejuvenate the country's economy and, at the same time, reduce corruption and increase environmental protection. Bolivia should be brought back into discussions about improving international supply chains for critical minerals, including lithium. Long-suspended cooperation should be restored on narcotics policing and security matters.
Washington, in particular, should lift its 15 percent tariffs on Bolivia, an impoverished nation that exports little to the United States and desperately needs support for a liberal democratic relaunch. Sending a new U.S. ambassador to La Paz with a mandate for active cooperation would be a timely first step.
Bolivia is not a top priority for Washington, and this is understandable. But the shifts underway across Latin America offer a chance for sustainable realignment -- away from state-led economies, anti-American policies and Chinese influence. Bolivia can show the way.
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Opinions
After deadly steel accident, tensions melt and governor and CEO unify
Josh Shapiro and David Burritt once butted heads. Now, a grieving community needs them united.

(Justin Merriman/FTWP)


By Salena Zito | 2025-08-21
Salena Zito is a columnist for the Washington Examiner.
CLAIRTON, Pa. -- At 10:47 a.m. Monday, every worker in every U.S. Steel facility across the country -- from the headquarters in downtown Pittsburgh to the plants in Gary, Indiana, and Fairless Hills in Bucks County -- stopped what they were doing to observe a moment of silence. It had been one week since an explosion at the largest coking operation in North America took the lives of two men, Timothy Quinn and Steven Menefee, and injured 10 others.
At the Irvin Plant in West Mifflin, a siren blew, then it blew again. In the three minutes in between, the people present stood with their heads bowed in prayer with quiet tears. At the coke works in Clairton, it was even harder: The pain was fresh, personal, gutting. Only the processes that could not safely be stopped weren't silenced.
Unless you have worked in a steel mill -- or another job for which you walk into danger every day, such as firefighter, police officer or soldier -- it is difficult to adequately convey the love these workers have for one another and the aspiration their craft requires of them.
But their unity in grief comes after months of strife that divided not just the workforce but the entire state, including the business leaders and elected officials now tasked with helping pick up the pieces.

The Clairton Coke Works in Pennsylvania on Aug. 12, the day after an explosion killed two steelworkers and injured 10 others. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post) 


The explosion occurred just two months after President Donald Trump approved U.S. Steel's nearly $15 billion deal with Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel. The agreement has lifted hopes for steel communities, but the negotiations were divisive and ran headlong into the presidential election. The proposed sale split local union officials and rank-and-file members, who supported it, from their international president in Cleveland, who led the opposition. It also surfaced long-simmering tensions between company management and state elected officials.
No two men butted heads more than Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, a Montgomery County Democrat, and U.S. Steel CEO David Burritt.
Their differences came to a head on Nov. 19, exactly two weeks after the election. Shapiro, who months earlier had said he could not support a deal between Nippon and U.S. Steel, gathered several of his top staffers, as well as key players from both companies, at his office in the Capitol in Harrisburg to discuss the future of U.S. Steel.
It didn't go well.
In fact, it went so badly that Shapiro unceremoniously ejected Burritt from the room less than 10 minutes after the meeting began, both men told me.
Burritt smiles about the moment now; at the time, though, he admits he was not amused. He recalls that the meeting began with Nippon executive Takahiro Mori giving the group an assessment of the virtues of the deal between Nippon and U.S. Steel. Burritt was then slated to follow with a discussion of what would happen if the deal did not go through.
Burritt's presentation was not as smooth as he would have liked. He wanted to show how the Nippon investment was in the best interest of the community. But his remarks veered into complaints, he says, about how "it's been difficult for us to do business in Pennsylvania" because of state and local regulations, including a high-profile fight over permitting in Allegheny County. It was partly for these reasons that U.S. Steel had already announced its next-generation plant would be built in Arkansas.
The governor took offense and, Burritt recalls, said something to the effect of: "You've disrespected the workers, you've disrespected me, and, if you continue like this, you're going to have to leave." The CEO says he answered back a little too bluntly -- he is a very blunt man -- and Shapiro told him to get out. So he did.
Shapiro is known to be prickly sometimes, but he says Burritt is the only person he has ever thrown out of his office. Still, in his gut, he knew someday the two could work together.
"I never, ever, ever close the door on dialogue with anyone," Shapiro says, then deadpans: "Well, literally, the door did close on him when he left my office."
But, he adds, "I think in this business, my job is to find ways to bring people together."
That someday did not arrive when the deal was finalized between the U.S. Steel and Nippon: It happened last week when Burritt called Shapiro to brief him on Clairton.
Within moments of the news of the explosion, both men were working together to face the tragedy. Burritt was on the scene immediately, going directly to the heads of safety and manufacturing. His calls back and forth with the governor were earnest.

U.S. Steel CEO David Burritt, pausing during a speech, is joined by Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, right, in Clairton, Pennsylvania, on Aug. 12, the day after the deadly explosion. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post) 


Both men were at the plant the next day to address the loss of life. Both tell me their goal is to get to the bottom of what happened so it does not happen again. Shapiro says he will hold Burritt to that pledge, and Burritt says he holds himself to it.
So often, the intersection of business and politics is presented in terms of malign influence one way or the other: campaign donations, election endorsements, overregulation, political opposition to industry and its practices. But, more often, business and politics intersect at the level of personality, with individuals building relationships over time to try to find policy that works for both sides. We rarely read about that. It's often boring. But the tragedy in Clairton last week highlights how strong personalities in the private and public sectors can bring comfort, move things forward and even give people hope.
In Pennsylvania, it's also what's expected.
Darrin Kelly, the head of the Allegheny/Fayette Central Labor Council, was on the scene within an hour and praised how the two men found a way to come together.
"They both showed up the next day, they committed to making sure they got to the bottom of whatever happened, and they behaved like adults when that was something that the men and women here needed," says Kelly, whose local AFL-CIO affiliate includes more than 100,000 workers across several western Pennsylvania counties, including members of the local United Steelworkers union.
It's the Pennsylvania way, says Kelly.
He's not wrong. Our politics has created what outsiders see as strange bedfellows, but those who live and work here see it as normal. Sen. John Fetterman, a Braddock Democrat, established a relationship with Trump that perplexes the D.C. press. Fetterman and his wife, Gisele, met with Trump at Mar-a-Lago ahead of the inauguration, with Trump telling me he found Fetterman impressive. Shapiro was considered for the Democratic ticket that ran against Trump in 2024, but he called the Nippon and U.S. Steel deal a "BFD," and credited the president for his negotiating skills and willingness to engage with the governor's office. Shapiro and Sen. Dave McCormick (R-Pennsylvania) are set to do yet another AI-energy event together in Pittsburgh next month.
Shapiro says his meeting with Burritt ahead of the news conference, and their subsequent conversations, showed no traces of any lingering animosity. However, he stresses that as governor, he has a duty to get to the bottom of what happened. The company's early explanation is that a valve failed as it was being flushed for planned maintenance, but a U.S. Steel spokesperson added in a statement that "this investigation is in its early stages."

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks with a steelworker at the Clairton Coke Works. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post) 



Steelworkers listen as Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, U.S. Steel CEO David Burritt and other officials hold a news conference in Clairton on Aug. 12. (Justin Merriman/For The Washington Post) 


"I think it's important that we work together," Shapiro says. "I will hold him accountable for the commitments he made to me and the community to provide a full accounting for what happened or why it happened -- and to fix whatever the situation is so that when those steelworkers go back into the plant, they can be assured that they are safe."
He adds he expects Burritt will do just that: "He gave me his word, and I take him at his word."
Burritt, for his part, was pleased with the governor last week, praising "his comportment, his [reaching] out, and his compassion and his focus ... in search of truth."
The CEO struggles to keep his emotions in check when talking about the men and women who work in the plants at U.S. Steel. On Saturday, he attended the memorial service for Quinn; on Tuesday, for Menefee.
"These men and women work in difficult situations together for an extended period of time; they are rugged, tough and reliable, and every day they go into the plant not knowing what will happen," he says. "Unless you've actually worked with these people and seen what they go through every day -- they earn their pay, they earn their benefits. They are worth every bit."
As for speculation that the fatal explosion raised questions about the plant's future, Burritt dismisses it out of hand. "That plant will be around for a very, very long time," he tells me.
In managing the aftermath of the explosion alongside Shapiro, Burritt says he will honor the code of conduct that started with the Gary Principles,  named after Judge Elbert Gary, the first chairman of U.S. Steel, who created a corporate code of ethics for the then-new company more than 100 years ago.
"We were the first company that we know of that had an explicit code of conduct," Burritt says. "It is safety first, trust and respect, environmental stewardship, excellence and accountability, and then lawful and ethical conduct."
Plus, it's easy to remember: It spells out "steel."
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The Post's View
Everyone loses when the federal government runs elections
Trump's promised executive order on mail-in voting won't have teeth. 

A Republican volunteer urges people to request mail-in ballots at a Trump rally in Wisconsin in September. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-21
President Donald Trump once again is on a tear against mail-in ballots, but his objections could backfire politically. Republicans can at least be thankful that he has limited power to ban the practice.
The president said Monday that his lawyers are drafting an executive order, which he plans to sign soon, aimed at banning voting by mail. "Remember, the States are merely an 'agent' for the Federal Government in counting and tabulating the votes," Trump posted on Truth Social. "They must do what the Federal Government, as represented by the President of the United States, tells them."
That is not how government works. The Constitution gives states the power to set the "Times, Places and Manner" of House and Senate elections. The Constitution allows for Congress to alter such regulations through laws, and the president can't do it alone, as Trump insists. The founders very intentionally kept this power dispersed.
Having so many different systems for organizing elections can be frustrating, but it's a national strength. It makes it harder for something like cyberattacks, or other ways of manipulating elections, to bring down everything at once. And states are able to experiment and improve how they carry out elections, which in the long run improves transparency and trust.
There is no evidence of widespread fraud through mail-in voting, which has existed in different forms in the U.S. for more than a century. Anyone who illegally sends in a ballot under someone else's name -- which is extremely rare -- can face a felony charge. Federal law requires states to accept ballots mailed from Americans living overseas, including members of the military and their families.
Going after mail-in voting is also political malpractice. The GOP spent tens of millions of dollars urging people to use mail-in ballots last year. Trump, who has cast a mail-in ballot himself, urged voters to do it last year. It worked. During the 2024 cycle, Republicans cut into what had been a major Democratic advantage in mail-in voting. The GOP even wound up outpacing Democrats in North Carolina and Arizona.
During Joe Biden's presidency, Democrats nearly changed Senate rules to let the federal government take a dramatically more active role in regulating how elections work. Had they been successful, Trump today could pass a bill banning mail-in voting without worrying about the upper chamber's  60-vote filibuster.
Trump says he wants to "lead a movement" to end mail-in balloting. Perhaps he can convince some red states to follow, but Republicans could find themselves balancing their political self-interest against Trump's desires.
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The Post's View
The Texas gerrymander freakout
What's happening in the Lone Star State is not a threat to democracy.

State Rep. Matt Morgan (R) reviews a map of proposed new congressional districts during a legislative session in Austin on Wednesday. (Sergio Flores/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-08-21
Texas Republicans forged ahead Wednesday with their plan to prematurely redraw the state's congressional map. Partisan gerrymandering is never pretty, no matter which side is doing it, but hold the apocalyptic warnings about the end of democracy. Republicans' gambit could well prove shortsighted.
With Democrats back after fleeing the state for weeks, members of the Texas House voted along party lines to redraw the state's congressional districts six years early. Typically, they wait until after the census provides new data to guide their changes, but Texas is breaking that norm after the Justice Department told the state some of its current districts might be unconstitutional racial gerrymanders.
This Justice Department notice serves President Donald Trump's political agenda for the 2026 midterm elections, but that does not mean it's frivolous. The Supreme Court could soon prohibit any racial considerations in the redistricting process.
Whatever the finer points of the law, it is indisputable that Republicans are exploiting that opening to make Texas's districts more favorable to their party, which holds 25 of 38 seats in the state's delegation to the House of Representatives. They are creating five new districts in territory Trump won by double digits last year.
Republicans won 220 House seats in 2024, just over the 218-vote threshold for a majority, so it's plausible that control of Congress for the last two years of Trump's presidency could hinge on these changes. But Democrats are favored by history and recent polling that gives them a five-point edge on the generic ballot among registered voters. They would need to massively underperform expectations for Texas to prove decisive.
Given the unpredictability of politics, it is possible that making new seats competitive for Republicans could also create unexpected opportunities for Democrats. For example, over the past 15 years, Latinos have moved in the GOP's direction while the suburbs have moved toward the Democrats. It's hard to predict the pace of an ongoing electoral realignment.
The Lone Star State's changes are not happening in a vacuum. If bomb-throwing Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton topples incumbent John Cornyn in the Republican Senate primary, a Democrat could be competitive in a general election. Voters angry about the gerrymander could punish Republicans at the polls statewide. Outside Texas, House candidates in swing districts might also get mileage out of Texas's antics.
At least six other states are potential targets to change boundaries ahead of the midterms. Though it is a legitimate fear that mid-cycle redistricting will become the norm, it is not inevitable. Several Republican legislators in Indiana have come out against doing so, despite pressure from the White House.
Although California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) says he will try to further gerrymander his state if the Texas map goes through, he would need to win a statewide referendum in November overriding the redistricting commission. As blue as California is, Newsom could face an uphill climb. Republicans hold 17 percent of House seats despite winning 39 percent of the popular vote.
Despite state-by-state distortions, the overall House map is actually quite "fair" by recent historical standards. In 2012, for example, Republicans won 234 House seats, a comfortable majority, even though Democratic candidates beat them by more than 1 million votes. In 2024, Republicans won their bare majority of 220 seats despite winning about 4 million more votes.
Partisan gerrymandering has been an unpleasant part of the American system since the founding era. Democrats have a right to knock Texas Republicans, just as Republicans should criticize Democrats in states such as Illinois.
Redistricting is an inherently political issue. Even if Texas's move triggers an arms race, the trend will not put American democracy on life support. One silver lining of the gerrymander wars is that they might remind Americans how much Congress should matter.
The legislative branch has been increasingly passive as a policymaking body, serving primarily as a sword to investigate presidents or a shield to protect them. Time is better spent worrying about congressional fecklessness.
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Letters to the Editor
Donbas and Crimea are Ukraine. That is not negotiable.
Post readers on Ukraine peace negotiations, fair college admissions, sexual abuse consequences and solar investment. 

(Heidi Levine/FTWP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-08-20
I was born in Donbas in 1981, and I lived there until I was 17. Soon after that, I built a new life in Kyiv. I lost both of my homes to Russia -- first to criminal rule in the 1990s and then to war. Today, I live in California, where I fled in February 2022 with my young son to keep him safe after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine began. But Donbas remains in my bones. It is Ukrainian land, and it must not be traded away for the illusion of peace.
Russia claims it is "protecting" its people in Donbas. That is a lie. Ukrainians in the occupied territories are not waiting for Russian liberation -- they are praying for liberation from Russia. They want to live in the country where they were born, where their parents and grandparents are buried.
If Donbas remains under Russian control, the war will not end. It will only pause, as it has so many times before, until the next invasion.
For me, this is not abstract geopolitics. My grandmother lost her husband to war. My mother lost her dignity under dictatorship. I do not want my son to inherit another century of trauma. He was born in Kyiv in 2013, just before Ukrainians rose against President Viktor Yanukovych. He has only ever known a free Ukraine. That is the country he deserves to inherit.
The world must recognize that this war is not only about Ukraine -- it is also about the future of democracy itself. If Russia is allowed to keep territory seized by force, the lesson for every dictator will be clear: Violence works, treaties are meaningless, and the world rewards aggression.
Donbas and Crimea are Ukraine. That is not negotiable.
Nadiia Hardy, Laguna Beach, California
Regarding the Aug. 20 front-page article "Peace talks' outlook fogs up":
President Donald Trump has ruled out committing U.S. ground troops inside of Ukraine as part of any security guarantee. But he also stated, "We're willing to help them with things, especially probably ... by air because there's nobody that has the kind of stuff we have."
A commitment of help from the U.S. Air Force is exactly what would be needed to turn any military commitment by the Europeans into a credible security force. Trump is correct that there is no military force on Earth as effective as the U.S. Air Force operating with the assistance of U.S. intelligence systems. Committing it, as a part of a peace deal, to the security of Ukraine would let the world know that the United States is committed to Ukraine's security and sovereignty.
Richard Joffe, New York
If one accepts the proposition that Russian President Vladimir Putin can never be trusted regarding the terms of any treaty with Ukraine, one might be better guided in creating the best possible outcome for the besieged country and Europe.
Putin plans ahead: He endured the Biden administration's sanctions and took advantage of the glacial pace at which the U.S. provided military aid to Ukraine. He counted on President Donald Trump's eventual pivot to Russia. The U.S. president is now on the verge of delivering Putin's primary war objectives, including Ukraine's nonadmission into NATO. A Trump-brokered settlement would probably also free Russia from many sanctions, allowing Putin to rebuild his economy and military infrastructure.
Russia might be satisfied to wait out the Trump era before reinvading. So, it comes down to European nations, and security guarantees from the United States, to ensure long-term peace in Ukraine and along Russia's eastern flank. Multilateral guarantees of a treaty, backed up by a united Europe, would ensure the durable sovereignty and viability of Ukraine.
Eric Radack, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Regarding the Aug. 10 news article "Trump seeks to force universities to turn over admissions data on race":
The purpose of the Education Department collecting admissions data broken down by race is seemingly to force universities to admit students using only objective factors such as test scores and grade point averages.
As the director of admissions at Harvard Law School in the 1960s and 1970s, I became skeptical of the ability of grade point averages and test scores to accurately assess human beings. Helpful, yes; complete, no. Even those constructing tests such as the SAT and LSAT do not claim to be certain about just what human factors their tests actually measure. For example, the four-year GPA of a college student who bombed his freshman year and did superlative work the next three years is not necessarily relevant to his readiness for graduate school.
But the real question here is: Whom do we want to be making the guidelines for decisions about getting into college or graduate school or being hired for a job? Do we want a government bureaucrat v(who will certainly advocate the use of objective measures that can be quantified and defended) making these decisions? Or do we want it to be members of that college who have a stake in what that person might add to the community and society at the institution?
Russell A. Simpson, Laredo, Texas
The writer is a former assistant dean of Harvard Law School.
Regarding the Aug. 9 news article "Rep. Mills denies vowing to release explicit photos, videos of ex-girlfriend":
The allegation that a sitting member of Congress threatened to release intimate images of a former partner should be shocking. But as an attorney representing victims of image-based sexual abuse, I know such threats are far from rare. I see them from clients' ex-partners, acquaintances and strangers online. They target women at every level of public and private life.
I have seen firsthand how these threats are weaponized to drive women out of public service. Former congresswoman Katie Hill (D-California), one of our clients, resigned after intimate images were leaked without her consent.
These are not isolated incidents. Around the world, women in politics are targeted with intimate-image abuse to shame them, discredit them and push them out of leadership. The damage extends beyond people working in politics. Survivors without resources or public platforms are often even more vulnerable. They might lose jobs and housing, face relentless harassment and stalking, or be forced into hiding.
Unfortunately, the systems meant to protect us -- our laws, courts and tech platforms -- routinely fail to respond with urgency.
Some survivors are working to change that. Advocates such as New Jersey Assembly member Jessica Ramirez are working on legislation to see it enacted.
Technology companies also have the power to curb this abuse. They should deploy detection tools, remove content immediately and cooperate fully with law enforcement. They should not prioritize engagement over safety. Like manufacturers of cars or baby cribs, tech companies have a duty to prevent foreseeable harm. If they fail, their products are defective, and they should be held accountable.
Lawmakers and tech companies must act now to treat image-based sexual abuse with the seriousness it demands.
Carrie Goldberg, Brooklyn
The writer is the founder of C.A. Goldberg, PLLC.
Regarding the Aug. 6 news article "EPA plans to cancel $7 billion in grants for rooftop solar projects":
The EPA's decision to cancel its Solar for All grant to our coalition of tribal nations is a gut punch.
Our coalition of 14 tribal governments, led by the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation and spanning North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Wisconsin and Wyoming, came together around a once-in-a-generation opportunity: to deploy $100 million in solar infrastructure to more than 3,500 tribal homes, while training Native youths and veterans in a clean energy workforce that could serve their communities. That promise is now gone.
But we are not alone: Across the country, tens of thousands of low-income households are being told that the solar energy systems they were promised won't be installed. That the jobs and training they applied for might not materialize. That another chance to turn energy burden into energy security has slipped away.
Our coalition's plan would have installed thousands of solar and battery systems and saved Native households more than $300 million over the next 25 years. Those savings matter. Many tribal households already pay double for energy compared with the rest of their state.
We are keeping that vision alive -- with or without this federal funding. We have the plans, the partnerships and the people. What we need is support to build what we've already envisioned.
The sun will keep shining. Panels will keep getting cheaper. And every kilowatt we produce locally is one less dollar sent off the reservation. The long-term math is in our favor -- and we're building for that future, even when the politics fall short.
Cody Two Bears, Bismarck, North Dakota
The writer is president and CEO of Indigenized Energy.
Post Opinions wants to know: Are you a working parent trying to balance return-to-office policies with raising young children? Did you leave the workforce as a result of stricter return-to-office policies? Share your responses here, and they might be published as Letters to the Editor: wapo.st/rto
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Opinions
The Trump-led show of support for Ukraine puts Putin in a bind
NATO-like security guarantee for Ukraine without NATO will force Putin to show his cards.

President Donald Trump holds a news conference with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-08-20
If Vladimir Putin left his Alaska meeting with Donald Trump feeling as though he had the upper hand, that impression must have quickly dissipated as the U.S. president hosted the leaders of Ukraine, France, Britain, Italy, Germany, Finland, the European Union and NATO at an extraordinary White House summit.
Sitting next to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office on Monday, Trump made clear that he was committed to the long-term security of a sovereign and independent Ukraine. "We're not talking about a two-year peace and then we end up in this mess again," Trump said. "We're going to have a lasting peace."
Trump has seen that Putin doesn't invade Ukraine when he's in office. So, to ensure that Russia does not launch a third invasion after his final term ends, Trump is offering Ukraine a robust set of security guarantees. Though the details are still being hammered out, Trump says the United States will support an international force to police an eventual demilitarized zone between Ukraine and Russia -- with European boots on the ground as the "first line of defense," probably backed by U.S. air power.
European nations have also agreed to finance Ukraine's purchase of $90 billion in American weapons -- a massive arms deal that would both strengthen the U.S. defense industrial base and ensure that Ukraine has the military power to deter Russia from restarting the war. Zelensky also offered, in exchange, to sell the United States the advanced drones that have allowed Kyiv to strike deep inside Russia and destroy much of its fleet of strategic bombers.
Most important, Trump is reportedly ready to give Ukraine an "Article 5-like" security guarantee -- such as those contained in our mutual defense treaties with Japan and South Korea -- promising that if Ukraine is ever attacked again, the United States will help to defend it, as would other European nations that offered the same guarantee.
In making this proposal, Trump is pursuing something extremely clever. Putin's red line is no NATO membership for Ukraine. So, before Zelensky arrived in Washington, Trump announced on Truth Social that there would be "NO GOING INTO NATO BY UKRAINE." But he then offered Ukraine NATO-like security guarantees. He's giving Putin what he says he wants -- no NATO membership for Ukraine -- while offering Ukraine the benefits of NATO without being in NATO. This is the key to achieving Trump's stated goal of forging a permanent peace. Putin has never invaded a country with an Article 5 guarantee.
The Trump-led show of support for Ukraine at the White House summit, combined with concrete security measures, give Zelensky the running room he needs to negotiate with Putin. And it has put Putin in a bind. If Putin objects to these common-sense security guarantees, it will be clear that he is not interested in the "lasting peace" Trump has proposed -- and has not given up on his goal of conquering all of Ukraine. After all, the only way an "Article 5" commitment from the United States and Europe gets invoked is if Putin invades again.
This helps to explain why he is hesitating about moving to the "next phase" of the peace process -- a bilateral meeting with Zelensky -- neither accepting nor refusing Trump's offer to broker such a meeting. If he refuses, he will bear the blame for the failure of Trump's peace process -- with Trump all but certain to bring down the economic hammer on Russia.
"We're going to find out about President Putin in the next couple of weeks. ... It's possible that he doesn't want to make a deal," Trump told Fox News on Tuesday. "I hope President Putin is going to be good, and if he's not, that's going to be a rough situation."
Putin clearly relished his return to the world stage in Alaska. But it came at a price -- because Trump's Washington summit has put the onus for peace back on Russia.
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Opinions
The easiest way to end district gerrymandering? Eliminating districts.
Save democracy by holding a single, winners-take-all vote for congressional seats in every state.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Matthew Algeo | 2025-08-20
Matthew Algeo is an author, journalist, historian and host of "Morning Edition" on Kansas Public Radio.
A congressional redistricting nuclear arms race is upon us, and when it's over, we could be living in a hyper-partisan nuclear winter. But there's a way to end the arms race: eliminate the arms -- in this case, the congressional districts that have grown so hilariously gerrymandered that they can't be anything but unrepresentative.
After all, there's nothing sacred about them, and they're not mandated by the Constitution. Let's get rid of 'em.
In the early days of the republic, House delegations were often elected at large rather than by district. As late as 1966, Hawaii and New Mexico each elected their two members in statewide elections, with candidates choosing to run for Seat A or Seat B. Mandatory districting was imposed by Congress (not exactly a disinterested party) in 1967, mainly as a way to keep the courts from imposing at-large elections in states with racially gerrymandered districts.
But there's a simpler and far more economical solution than multiple candidates vying for multiple seats simultaneously: hold a single vote for all the seats. How many members of Congress is, say, Pennsylvania entitled to? Seventeen? No problem: Have one election, no primaries, and the top 17 vote-getters go to Washington as the state's representatives. It would result in wildly more diverse delegations, representing a wider range of ages, races and political beliefs than we have in Congress. (Six states -- Alaska, Delaware, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont and Wyoming -- are entitled to just one seat in the House, so they already choose their representatives on a statewide, at-large basis.)
Eliminating partisan primaries would save most states millions of dollars in election costs. (Why the states -- i.e., the people -- foot the bill for each party's primary elections is a question for another day.) Holding a single, winners-take-all vote for congressional seats would also break the two parties' steel-tight grip on Congress. Though about 40 percent of all Americans identify as neither Republican nor Democratic, every seat in the lower chamber of Congress is held by a member of one of those two parties. (Two members of the Senate, Angus King of Maine and Bernie Sanders of Vermont, are independents who caucus with Democrats.)
Rural voters wouldn't lose "their" representatives under this system any more than urban voters would. In fact, all voters would be more represented, not less. For example, each Pennsylvanian would go from having three representatives in Congress (a member of the House and two senators) to having 19. And each member could cultivate a statewide constituency based on political orientation, social beliefs and moral reasoning rather than geography.
Congressional districts within each state are required by law (not by the Constitution) to be roughly equivalent in population. Electing all the representatives at large would make all the districts in each state the same size. More important, it would end the redistricting wars that once bedeviled us only after the decennial census but now seem destined to become a permanent and ugly fixture of American politics.
If each state chose its representatives in a single statewide election, the result would be a House of Representatives truly representative of the people. Smaller parties would finally stand a chance of winning a seat at the table. The two major parties would be forced to enter coalitions, which would require compromise and moderation -- qualities sorely lacking in the lower chamber. Would it end gridlock? Maybe not. But at least the gridlockers would have been chosen more fairly, more democratically and, not incidentally, more economically.
Critics will insist that the U.S. House of Representatives is no place for the 17th-place finisher in a statewide election. Perhaps. But could the resulting Congress be any more dysfunctional than the current one? As for ranked-choice voting or multimember districts, these would only complicate an already complicated process. A single-vote, winners-take-all system would remove party politics and geography from the process. Representatives would represent people with shared ideologies, not some artificially constructed "district" where half the voters feel their representative is not representative of their beliefs.
Candidates would be able to target their campaigns to like-minded voters instead of spending a fortune on huge statewide media buys. For example, there aren't enough socialists or libertarians in any one congressional district in Pennsylvania to win a seat. But maybe there are enough socialists or libertarians statewide to enable a candidate to finish in the top 17. Is it possible for Democrats and Republicans to spend a fortune to win all the seats in this system? Of course -- but that's what they already do. Let's consider options that at least make it harder.
As long as the two major parties control Congress, no proposal that would dilute their power stands a proverbial snowball's chance of success. Even if ideas won't succeed right now, that doesn't mean they're not worth considering. Because, eventually, everything changes.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Clouds and a gusty breeze are all Hurricane Erin brings
Much of the weekend is splendidly mild and dry.

(BRIAN PAETH and Brian Paeth/Brian Paeth)


By David Streit, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2025-08-21
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Winds from the northeast gust to 15 to 25 mph much of the day as clouds fly by. Only isolated afternoon showers with temperatures in the 70s.
What's next? Skies are clear and dry air dominates Friday and Saturday, with highs in the upper 70s to lower 80s. A cold front sets off showers on Sunday, followed by a week of dry, mild weather.
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Capital Weather Gang
What Hurricane Erin will mean for Virginia, Maryland and Delaware beaches
Tropical storm warnings expand from the Virginia beaches through Delaware and into New Jersey, and include Ocean City, Maryland.

Rough surf in Bethany Beach, Delaware, on Tuesday as Hurricane Erin churns offshore to the southeast. (Jason Samenow/The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow | 2025-08-21
BETHANY BEACH, Delaware -- Hurricane Erin is expected to pass well offshore of the Mid-Atlantic but close enough to generate strong winds and dangerous seas and surf for Virginia, Maryland and Delaware beaches, particularly through Friday morning. Conditions may remain perilous into the weekend and many beaches are closed -- disrupting plans for scores of people, including local residents, who may be vacationing in the area.
The National Weather Service is warning that Erin and a zone of high pressure north of the storm will probably funnel wind and water into the coast, generating hazards that include life-threatening rip currents, waves over seven feet, periods of tidal flooding and beach erosion.
High winds -- with gusts from 35 to 50 mph -- are also possible. Tropical storm warnings are in effect for coastal waters from Virginia to central New Jersey. The winds will probably be strongest Thursday afternoon and should steadily ease on Friday.

Predicted wind gusts by the National Weather Service at 2 p.m. Thursday. Green-shaded areas indicate gusts over 34 mph. (WeatherBell) 


Erin is a large and growing hurricane. Even though its core will pass far offshore, tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 320 miles from its center.
Water is expected to pose a bigger threat than the wind. The Weather Service is forecasting peak waves of 7 to 12 feet along the Delaware beaches and 8 to 12 feet for the Maryland and Virginia beaches through early Friday.
"Very dangerous swimming and surfing conditions are expected, as well as the wave action resulting in significant beach erosion," the Weather Service wrote Wednesday in a beach-hazard statement. "Rip currents can sweep even the best swimmers away from shore into deeper water. Dangerous shore break can throw a swimmer or surfer head first into the bottom causing neck and back injuries."
The rip current hazard is expected to last through the weekend, the Weather Service said. "Stay out of the water," the Weather Service emphasized.

(National Weather Service) 


Offshore, waves are forecast to reach 11 to 17 feet.
As the water piles up along the coasts, areas of coastal flooding are likely to develop -- especially near high tide through early Friday. Coastal flood warnings are in effect for all of the Atlantic beaches in Delaware, Maryland and Virginia for water levels 1 to 3 feet above normal.
"Numerous roads may be closed," the Weather Service wrote. "Low lying property including homes, businesses, and some critical infrastructure may be inundated."

(National Hurricane Center) 


Tides are generally forecast to be highest during the second half of Thursday into the first half of Friday.
It may take until early next week for seas to return to normal and become safe for swimming and boating.
Although the most serious hazards from Erin will be along the Atlantic Coast, the storm will also contribute to higher-than-normal water along some of the shores of the Chesapeake Bay and Tidal Potomac River. The western shores, including locations such as Baltimore, Annapolis and Old Town Alexandria, will be most vulnerable since winds will be coming from the east.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
How a thrown sub made 'Sandwich Guy' a resistance icon in Trump's D.C.    
A DOJ employee was fired and charged with a felony after chucking a footlong at a federal agent. Now his likeness is a symbol -- and for sale on T-shirts.

(Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Sophia Solano | 2025-08-21
Where protest movements take hold, symbols of resistance soon follow.
In Washington, since the Trump administration has taken over the city's police force and ordered the National Guard to patrol the streets, that symbol has taken the form of a person who flung a footlong sub.
His name, colloquially, is "Sandwich Guy."
Sandwich Guy's real name is Sean Charles Dunn, a D.C. resident and former Department of Justice employee who was captured on video hurling a footlong at a federal officer and now faces a felony charge. A video of the incident, posted on Instagram under the account @bigap4l, quickly went viral.
It shows Dunn (prior to the lob heard 'round the District) pointing and shouting at officers crossing an intersection in a popular nightlife area. "F--- you, fascists," he yelled, then chanted "shame" before turning and walking away from the officers. "I don't want you in my city," he screamed at them. Minutes later, he returned, kept on shouting, and chucked his sandwich -- salami, The Washington Post confirmed -- before attempting to flee on foot. Days later, 20 federal agents cuffed him at his front door.
Jeanine Pirro, U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, said in a video posted on X last Wednesday that Dunn would be charged with a felony, which is punishable by up to eight years in prison. A day later, Attorney General Pam Bondi said in an X post that Dunn was also fired from his Justice Department job. "This is an example of the Deep State we have been up against for seven months as we work to refocus DOJ," she wrote.
Dunn did not respond to requests for comment, and his lawyer, Sabrina Shroff, declined to comment.
A week after the sandwich was slung, Dunn's likeness has popped up around the city and on social media. Memes and art have flooded D.C. accounts. Protesters have held Subway sandwiches to the sky at protests in a symbol of defiance. And, yes, you can now buy a shirt.

A protester holds up a Subway sandwich during a "Fight the Trump Takeover" protest in front of the White House on Aug. 16. (Kayla Bartkowski/For The Washington Post)


Protest art is nothing new, especially in Washington. It permeated the city's streets during demonstrations in 2020 following the murder of George Floyd; "Black Lives Matter" was sprawled down two blocks of 16th Street NW in thick yellow paint, protest signs with names of police brutality victims were entered in the D.C. Public Library's local history collection, and the phrase "I can't breathe" was sprayed in local alleyways and scribbled on posters.
But D.C. artists have also shown a zanier side when it comes to political statements. Recall the poop statue, the swirly doo pile that topped a replica of Rep. Nancy Pelosi's (D-California) desk, or its follow-up, the 8-foot-tall "Dictator Approved" statue with, its golden thumbs-up squashing the Statue of Liberty's crown, both placed on the National Mall.
This time, one poster that nods to Sandwich Guy, plastered on buildings in Adams Morgan, Dupont Circle, Union Market and other popular neighborhoods, spoofs street artist Banksy's "Flower Thrower." The piece, originally seen in the West Bank, depicts a man winding up his arm to throw a bouquet of flowers instead of, say, a grenade. Around D.C., the flowers are replaced by a hoagie.
"Whoever came up with that transposition, I mean, that's a brilliant piece of street art," said Jeffrey Ian Ross, a criminologist at the University of Baltimore specializing in graffiti and street art. "And it will be one of several. When somebody writes the history of this period, that will definitely be one of the iconic images that comes out of it."
To Ross, the incident was a "perfect storm" for virality. (The only detail that could have improved it, he said, was if Dunn threw a food more closely associated with D.C., like a half smoke from Ben's Chili Bowl.) For one, there was the irony of Dunn's employment -- not only in a federal office, but for a federal criminal agency, he said. There was the felony charge, which he called an "overcharge," that heightened public attention.

Posters of a person throwing a sandwich are pictured along H Street in Washington. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


And perhaps most importantly, there was the fact that the incident was textbook slapstick: a thwacking sandwich, a flat-footed police chase, a close-up of the discarded projectile, still enclosed in a Subway wrapper.
"Let's be honest," said Rochester-based artist Adam Goldfarb, "nobody wants to waste a sandwich. But looking at this administration, the cruelty, the corruption, the disregard for basic democratic values and societal norms, it feels like, so often, there's nothing we can do. So I totally understand this, 'We just need to do something,' and you've got a sandwich in your hand."
Goldfarb, who lived in the D.C.-area for 15 years, is now selling shirts he designed as a tribute to the incident. On one, a cartoon hoagie, over the word "resist," wears an eye patch. He wanted to create a character "who you could tell had seen some things and had had enough." He hasn't sold any yet.
Lorraine Hu, a hobbyist linoleum and woodblock printer who lives in Northern Virginia, usually makes art referencing "Dungeons and Dragons" and other fantasy games. Last week, she joked to her husband that she should sell, on her Etsy store, art related to Sandwich Guy. Her design? The D.C. flag, three stars over two lines replaced by subs.

Artist Lorraine Hu's Sandwich Guy-inspired design raised money for local charitable organizations. (Lorraine Hu)


So far, she's sold over $4,300 worth of merch on her Etsy site, including T-shirts, tote bags, pins and digital prints. She has donated that money to Miriam's Kitchen, Capital Area Food Bank, Food Not Bombs DC and other area organizations. To Hu, the design is resonating with people because of "how surreal and objectively not harmful the act of throwing a sandwich is."
"In a normal world, yes, throwing a sandwich at a police officer or law enforcement officer would be disrespectful, but in the grand scheme of things, it shouldn't be something that you would be locked away for," she said. "So I think this little innocuous symbol of a sandwich, yeah, the surreal nature of it is probably why everyone feels so strongly about it as a symbol."
Ross agrees. To him, the art is a critical part of the resistance movement at play.
"The battle's not going to be fought by graffiti or street art or public art alone, but it's definitely an important, contextual way for people to interpret what's going on," Ross said. "And I think the incident sort of draws out just how silly this policy decision from the White House is."

A protester holds up a piece of bread as he walks past the National Guard. (Alex Kent/Getty Images)
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Local Education
More D.C. students reading on grade level than a decade ago, test scores show
More students in the District are reading on grade level than before the pandemic, according to test data shared Thursday.

A classroom at D.C. Prep's Benning campus in Southeast Washington ahead of the new school year that starts Monday. Third-graders at the school showed huge growth on the city's standardized tests last spring. (Lauren Lumpkin/The Washington Post)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2025-08-21
More students in the District are reading on grade level than before the pandemic, according to test data shared Thursday.
More than 37 percent of students scored proficient on standardized reading exams they took last spring -- an increase of three percentage points from last year and the highest share of students since D.C. started administering computerized exams in 2015. The city's proficiency rate in reading fell to almost 31 percent during the pandemic.
More than 26 percent of students performed on grade level in math, the highest proficiency rate recorded since students returned to classrooms in 2021, but still lower than pre-pandemic performance.
"Today's results indicate that our students continue to learn more and more every year," said Paul Kihn, D.C.'s deputy mayor for education, who added that year-over-year growth in reading and math exceeds what schools measured before 2019.
"In many instances, we now can declare we have recovered from the pandemic," he said.
Overall, the city also saw a smaller share of students scoring in the lowest performance level on the spring tests compared to last year.
Each year, students in grades three through 12 take standardized tests that evaluate them on a five-point scale. Those who earn fours and fives are considered to be meeting or exceeding expectations and ready for college or careers. No tests were administered in 2020 or 2021 because of the pandemic.
Last year, the city started using a test called the D.C. Comprehensive Assessments of Progress in Education, or DC CAPE. It replaced the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career exam, but officials said it is just as rigorous and tests students on the same content.
Roughly 95 percent of testing-aged students took either DC CAPE or an alternative assessment given to students with significant cognitive disabilities, city officials said.
D.C. students showed improvement across grades and most schools experienced some level of growth. Reading and math proficiency increased across racial and ethnic groups, although the gains were uneven. Asian students made the most progress in reading and White children saw the largest amount of growth in math, the data showed.
Wealthier students, meanwhile, demonstrated more growth in the subjects than children who rely on public assistance -- though students in both categories did improve. The share of students with disabilities who are meeting grade-level expectations in reading and math nudged forward by about 2 percentage points in each subject.
Children who are learning English got better at math, but their reading proficiency rate fell by about a percentage point, data show.
Still, the city's education officials celebrated students' performance.
Antoinette Mitchell, D.C.'s education superintendent, said the city is doing more to help teachers perform their jobs better. Her office has trained more than 1,400 teachers on how to detect dyslexia and other reading difficulties, and has coached educators on the best ways to teach reading and math.
The city is also on track to train every teacher on structured reading, an approach that emphasizes phonics and is widely considered to be the best way to teach children how to read, by 2030, Mitchell said.
D.C. schools continue to offer high-impact tutoring -- a form of intense, small-group support for students who fell the furthest behind during the pandemic. The programs exploded during the pandemic thanks to one-time, emergency aid from the federal government.
Since those funds expired last year, D.C. has spent local dollars to continue the programs, though on a smaller scale. The city's new budget includes $3 million for high-impact tutoring.
More than 3,000 students received reading support last year, and 3,500 kids got additional math help, officials said. Children who sat through at least 900 minutes of math tutoring showed improvement equivalent to an additional 50 days of classroom instruction, said Josh Boots, founder and executive director of EmpowerK12, a local education data nonprofit.
"The schools that doubled down and got more students to meet the high dosage tutoring threshold had significant gains," Boots said. "More kids got that dosage this past year than before."
Those strategies helped boost reading scores at D.C. Prep's Benning campus in Southeast Washington. The share of third-graders at the charter school who passed the reading exam leaped by 16 percentage points, to 39 percent performing on grade level, said Degarrius Cullum, the school's principal.
"My teachers do a really good job with understanding where kids are and what they specifically need to be successful," Cullum said.
He said he's tapped parents to do the same. "School can't stop during the regular school day. It has to continue at home, and we make sure that our parents are able to continue to support their students outside of the school day."
Meanwhile, Lewis D. Ferebee, chancellor of D.C. Public Schools, celebrated gains in math among middle-school students. Children in those grades have now exceeded pre-pandemic proficiency levels in the subject.
Ferebee credited several changes the school system has made in recent years, including new math curriculums, math coaching sessions for parents and professional development for teachers.
Two years ago, the traditional public school district started piloting an acceleration course designed to prepare sixth-graders to get on track to take Algebra I in the eighth grade. Ferebee has said pushing more middle-schoolers to the subject will prepare them for higher-level math in high school.
This upcoming school year, close to 80 percent of sixth-grade students will enroll in the acceleration course, Ferebee said. "We believe this is one of the driving forces in the gains we're seeing in math."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
ICE is joining D.C. police patrols. Moped drivers are an early target.
D.C. police's efforts to enforce moped laws resulted mostly in food delivery drivers' immediate release. That has changed.

ICE and other federal agents take a delivery driver into custody at Union Station in Washington on Saturday. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


By Teo Armus, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Emily Davies, Jonathan Baran, Mariana Alfaro | 2025-08-21
A growing number of delivery drivers, most of them from Central or South America, are being detained by federal agents on D.C. streets and put into immigration detention in one of the most visible and high-profile effects of President Donald Trump federalizing the D.C. police force.
Many of these cases are the result of a new practice: Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents are accompanying D.C. police officers on moped traffic stops to determine the immigration status of those delivery drivers, and detain and deport them if they are in the United States illegally, according to three police officers who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
One D.C. police officer said ICE agents "are in the back while we make the stop. Then while we are verifying permit status, they are using that information to determine immigration status."
Before last week, D.C. police's efforts to enforce moped laws -- following the skyrocketing use of the vehicles by food delivery drivers and complaints about speeding and weaving through traffic -- resulted mostly in immediate releases.
But with ICE officials joining police officers on their patrols, more people are landing in detention. The incidents, filmed and posted to social media, have gone viral and have had a chilling effect among moped drivers, leaving some of their most-trafficked pickup spots deserted.
The Washington Post reviewed nearly 100 videos and photos documenting federal and local law enforcement activity in D.C. since Aug. 11, when Trump announced he would place the D.C. police under federal control and deploy the National Guard on city streets to fight crime. The Post found 23 videos that showed ICE officers, who were identified by their uniforms, present for law enforcement stops. It's unclear from the footage whether the incidents were immigration related.
At least 11 of the stops involved delivery drivers, and in each one, ICE was present.

ICE and other federal agents take a delivery driver into custody at Union Station on Saturday. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


D.C. police did not respond to a request for comment. The Department of Homeland Security did not respond to questions from The Post about whether the agency was making a new effort to detain food delivery drivers.
Asked to respond specifically to concerns that routine enforcement of traffic violations and registration issues with mopeds could allow ICE to detain more drivers, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said: "We are exploring any additional guidance that our officers need."
In a news conference on Tuesday, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said that the focus of Trump's takeover of the D.C. police was "to make D.C. safe and beautiful and to remove public safety threats and violent criminals from our streets," an objective she tied to enforcing immigration rules.
"If federal law enforcement, with the help of the Metropolitan Police Department, come across illegal aliens, of course we are going to abide by this administration's policy of law and order," she said. "We are going to remove illegal criminals from our nation's capital."
Violent crimes in the city have been declining since 2023. Thirty-one percent of District residents say crime is an "extremely" or "very" serious problem in the city, down from 50 percent in May and 65 percent in spring 2024, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.
D.C. advocacy groups, moped drivers, witnesses and lawyers have suggested that the Trump administration appeared to be using the police takeover to ramp up immigration enforcement within the District.
Nithya Nathan-Pineau, an attorney at the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, said that the moped drivers were especially easy targets for immigration enforcement. The drivers work almost exclusively in public spaces -- where it is easier to make a warrantless arrest -- and in industries known to be filled with immigrant workers.
On Wednesday, pressed on the specifics of the moped stops, Bowser pointed to pending litigation over an order that U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi issued last week seeking to compel the D.C. police to "fully cooperate" with federal immigration enforcement. The city sued the administration, but a judge signaled in court last week that she is likely to allow Bondi's order.
Some of the most visible arrests have been in the dense, affluent neighborhoods close to downtown D.C. In one of the earliest and highest-profile of these incidents -- witnessed and filmed by a Post reporter on Saturday -- federal officers tackled and detained Christian Carias Torres, a Venezuelan national, as passersby asked what agency the officials worked for. District officials have said no D.C. police officers were at the scene.
DHS spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement Wednesday that ICE had placed Carias Torres into removal proceedings and called him a "suspected gang member," an allegation the Trump administration has repeatedly used without providing evidence.

Federal agents were filmed violently detaining a food delivery driver as he emerged from a Northwest D.C. coffee shop on Aug. 16.


In the days since, many drivers have temporarily relocated to other cities, they told The Post. Some have tried to limit their orders to the Maryland suburbs or switched to bikes. Others have stopped working at all. Only the few with work permits and open asylum applications are going onto the streets, half a dozen said in interviews.
"You don't want to go outside," said Yonatan Colmenarez, an asylum seeker who arrived from Venezuela two years ago and who has driven a moped around D.C. since then. "It gives you a kind of emotional damage; you're not sure who they might be."
He said he has ventured out only twice since Trump's announcement.
Drivers like Colmenarez often work for DoorDash, UberEats or Grubhub, companies that immigrants without work authorization are drawn to because of lower barriers to entry, experts say. Food delivery workers are typically independent contractors, meaning they do not need to go through the verification hurdles required for direct employees of companies. In many cases, applicants need only provide a Social Security number and a valid driver's license.
In statements to The Post, spokespeople for DoorDash and Uber said their workers must complete background checks, among other requirements, to deliver food orders.
More than 15 states, as well as the District, allow undocumented immigrants to hold driver's licenses. Immigrants whose work authorization has been ended by the Trump administration may be continuing to work on gig economy apps if they have a valid driver's license, although companies are legally barred from contracting with workers they know to be unauthorized to work.
Gabriel Ravelo Torrealba, 22, never attained a work permit or a driver's license but nonetheless managed to deliver for DoorDash by registering as a biker, relatives said, after entering the United States from Venezuela through an appointment on the CBP One app in December 2023.
Last year he got into a crash on his moped, the victim of a hit-and-run late that left him in the hospital for three months and in recovery for another two. After he recovered, he dipped into his savings to buy another scooter.

Gabriel Ravelo Torrealba was taken to a detention center in Virginia. (Gabriel Ravelo Torrealba )


"I don't want to be a loser. I want to make you proud," his mother, Lorenza Torrealba Olivo, recalls him telling her.
In an incident that has since gone viral, Ravelo was driving his moped Tuesday morning when a D.C. police cruiser pulled up beside him, video shows. Soon after he was detained, an ambulance arrived at the scene. He told his family he was handcuffed and taken to the hospital after suffering injuries to his hand and leg in the arrest.
Ravelo was taken on Wednesday to a detention center in Virginia, he told family members after he arrived. His mother said Ravelo had received a deportation order.
ICE did not respond to a request for comment on his case.
Other cases have not been documented on video but have similarly left family members wondering where their loved ones are.
Jose Pena, a Salvadoran man who arrived in Maryland nearly three years ago, recently lost his job in construction and bought a motorcycle last week, hoping to make up that income by delivering food on DoorDash, his brother Alexander said.

Jose Pena was arrested at a Walmart and turned over to ICE when he couldn't provide documentation. (Jose Pena)


Pena, whom Alexander said is in the country illegally and lives in New Carrollton with his 16-year-old son, was out for his first full day as a DoorDash delivery driver Saturday morning when he went missing, his brother said. By 2 p.m., nobody in the family could get in touch.
It was only after a missing-persons report was filed that a Howard County police officer investigating the case found the only record of Jose Pena's disappearance -- a log made about noon Saturday in an ICE database. An officer from an unknown agency appears to have looked up Jose Pena's record, his family said the officer told them.
"My brother has gone missing. There's no other word for it," Alexander Pena said on Tuesday morning. "We don't know if he's been kidnapped, we don't know if he's been in an accident, we don't know if he's alive. At this time, we know nothing from him."
In a brief call Tuesday night, Jose Pena told his family what happened: He had been approached by police near a Walmart in the Fort Totten neighborhood and was told there was an issue with his motorcycle plates. When he was unable to produce documentation, the officials arrested him and quickly turned him over to ICE.
Lauren Kaori Gurley, Jenny Gathright, Olivia George and Warren Rojas contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
ICE aims to spend millions on decked-out vehicles for D.C. operation
Documents show the agency is seeking to purchase two dozen SUVs, along with gold-detailed custom wraps.

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement-branded GMC SUV, left, and an ICE-branded Ford pickup are parked at the Capitol on Aug. 13. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


By Brittany Shammas, Aaron Schaffer, Olivia George | 2025-08-21
Immigration and Customs Enforcement is seeking to spend millions of dollars on SUVs and custom, gold-detailed vehicle wraps emblazoned with the words "DEFEND THE HOMELAND," according to a contractor's social media post and records that describe the decked-out fleet as urgently needed in President Donald Trump's stated mission to improve safety on the streets of the District.
Government contracting documents made public this week show the agency proposed paying four companies more than $2.4 million: $2.25 million for 25 Chevrolet Tahoes from Hendrick Motorsports in North Carolina and about $174,000 for custom wrapping of Tahoes, Ford Expeditions and other vehicles by three companies, including two in the Washington region. ICE selected the companies without an open bidding process and was required to submit the documents to justify the lack of a full and open competition.
In the documents pertaining to the three vehicle-wrapping companies, the agency describes the need for the wraps as urgent and "essential for officers to provide support and a law enforcement presence in DC." The agency also mentions "making the District of Columbia one of the safest cities in the world."
The document proposing the purchase of the 25 Tahoes says the vehicles "must be deployed to the streets immediately to provide a visible law enforcement presence, support public safety operations, and reinforce recruitment efforts."
Trump declared a crime emergency in the nation's capital last week, placing the D.C. police department under direct federal control and announcing he was deploying D.C.'s National Guard to patrol city streets alongside its officers. National Guard troops from several Republican-led states also started arriving in D.C. in recent days, joining 800 troops already deployed in the capital. Trump has characterized the federal intervention as a mission to restore public safety, disputing D.C. police data that shows violent crime in the city has been falling since 2023.
According to the White House, the operation has yielded more than 550 arrests and 76 firearms have been seized. But a comprehensive picture remains unclear as officials continue to ignore requests for a detailed breakdown of who has been arrested, where, why, when and by whom.
The documents detailing the proposed spending of millions on customized vehicles come days after ICE's and the Department of Homeland Security's social media accounts pumped out stylized images of souped-up SUVs and pickups. In a video posted last week on X, a Ford Raptor and GMC Yukon rolled down D.C. streets, passing the Lincoln Memorial and other iconic sites. With a DaBaby rap song pounding in the background -- "Better not pull up with no knife/ 'Cause I bring guns to fights" -- the footage cuts to shots of the vehicles parked in front of the White House and the Capitol and pans over the president's name in gold.
The post links to a recruiting site with an image of Uncle Sam and the message "America has been invaded by criminals and predators. We need YOU to get them out."
In addition to the contracting documents that cite Trump's D.C. crime efforts, ICE sought to spend $695,330 on vehicles and vehicle wrapping services in support of its ramped-up recruiting efforts, records show. Those documents say the purchases are supported by the legislation Trump branded the One Big Beautiful Bill. The vehicles the agency proposed purchasing include two Ford Raptors, two GMC Yukon AT4s and two Ford Mustang GTs. ICE wrote in the documents that the Mustangs were "an immediate request by the White House, on Thursday August 7, 2025." The Mustangs -- which are set to cost $121,450 -- will aid in recruitment "by serving as a bold, high-performance symbol of innovation, strength and modern federal service," the documents say.
"Its eye-catching design increases public engagement at outreach events and helps attract top talent by conveying a culture of excellence and forward momentum," it reads.
The White House referred a request for comment to DHS. The department did not immediately respond to questions Wednesday on how the vehicles and wraps support the president's crime emergency declaration. ICE also did not respond to a request for comment.
George Perantonakis, whose Beltsville, Maryland-based company, PCFIX INC, got one of the vehicle-wrapping contracts, said ICE called, wanting the work done on a quick timeline. A more than 20-year veteran of the industry, he said past clients have included the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, police departments and local plumbers.
The 69-year-old said he voted for Trump and supports his actions on immigration, especially when it comes to those who have committed crimes: "I think it's the right thing to do."
His parents were immigrants from Greece who came on visas and went through the process to become citizens, he said. He noted that his parents had different views than he does. His father, who at one time worked as a waiter in D.C., loved former president Barack Obama, he said, before adding, "I don't know what he would have thought of Trump."
For his part, Perantonakis likes what the president is doing.
"It's obvious he's getting a lot of things done," he said.
Nick Beyer, who oversees the wraps division at Absolute Perfection, another company awarded a contract by ICE, said "a lot of government agencies come to us," including the Maryland Department of Transportation, the Maryland State Police, the Army, the Navy and the Marines. He said he wasn't able to go into specifics of the recent services provided to DHS and ICE, but he said he has spotted some of the wrapped vehicles already on social media.
One post came from the company itself. Absolute Perfection posted a time-lapse video of the work being done, set to the Village People song "Y.M.C.A.," a favorite of Trump's.
Other companies behind the new vehicles ICE aims to purchase as part of the D.C. crime crackdown effort could not be reached for comment Wednesday, including Hendrick Motorsports LLC, based in Concord, North Carolina, and Advance Graphix out of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: A couple showers possible into tonight; breeze from Hurricane Erin tomorrow
 Much of today is probably partly sunny and dry, but an isolated shower or storm is possible. Friday and Saturday look delightful!

(Kevin Ambrose)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Ben Noll, Jason Samenow | 2025-08-21
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Some breaks in the clouds through evening as a couple showers or a storm dot the area. Cloudier again tonight with lows around 70 and perhaps another passing shower or two.
What's next? Somewhat breezy tomorrow as Hurricane Erin passes by off the coast. Sunny and delightful Friday and Saturday, then shower and storm chances return Sunday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/08/20/dc-weather-live-updates-warner-hurricane-erin/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Local Crime & Public Safety
Two people shot in Oxon Hill, police say
One person died at the scene on Indian Head Highway and a teenager was hospitalized, police said.

(iStock)


By Jasmine Golden | 2025-08-21
A shooting in Oxon Hill on Wednesday left one man dead and a teenager injured, Prince George's County police said.
The shooting occurred at about 2:05 p.m. in the 5100 block of Indian Head Highway, police said. That location is outside the Eastover shopping center.
The man died at the scene after officers performed lifesaving maneuvers, said Brian Fischer, a spokesman for Prince George's County police.
The second person shot, a teenage boy, was taken to a hospital with non-life-threatening injuries, Fischer said.
A third male left the scene, Fischer said. Detectives are interviewing witnesses, and an investigation is ongoing.
In a statement Wednesday night, interim Prince George's County state's attorney Tara Jackson said families "deserve to feel safe in their neighborhoods without fear of violence."
"I am deeply troubled by the apparent reckless disregard of those who are using guns to hurt others," Jackson said. "Violence will not be tolerated, and we will do everything possible, in partnership with our Police Departments, to hold those who are responsible accountable for their actions."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/20/double-shooting-oxon-hill/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Local Crime & Public Safety
Armored National Guard vehicle collides with SUV on Capitol Hill 
Officials said the driver of the SUV had to be extricated by firefighters and was sent to a nearby hospital with a minor head laceration.

Members of the D.C. National Guard stand next to a mine-resistant vehicle outside Union Station in Washington on Sunday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Dan Lamothe, Rachel Weiner, Alex Horton | 2025-08-20
A military vehicle in a D.C. National Guard convoy collided with an SUV on Capitol Hill early Wednesday morning, an incident underscoring the uncomfortable relationship between city residents and the federal forces that President Donald Trump has deployed to patrol its streets for the past 10 days.
Officials said the driver of the SUV had to be extricated by firefighters and was sent to a nearby hospital with a minor head laceration. Capt. Tinashe T. Machona of the D.C. National Guard said in a statement that the crash is under investigation and that the joint task force overseeing troops in the city "remains committed to the safety of our service members and the public."
The crash highlights the challenges that will go with deploying armored combat vehicles on the District's streets as part of Trump's takeover of city law enforcement. Hundreds of additional National Guard members are due to arrive in coming days and join roughly 800 already patrolling the city's Metro stations and monuments. Vice President JD Vance and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth visited troops at Union Station on Wednesday and suggested that the federal crackdown could be extended past its 30-day limit and spread to other cities across the country.
The D.C. Guard has been tasked with supporting law enforcement and providing a visible deterrence to crime in the District, which Trump has declared an emergency. About 1,200 more National Guard troops have been mobilized by Republican governors from other states. Officers from the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security and other federal agencies have also been policing the streets alongside the D.C. police. The White House has said hundreds of arrests have been made as part of the operation but has not disclosed details of who has been arrested, on what charges and by which agencies.
Known as an M-ATV, short for Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected All-Terrain Vehicle, the 14-ton truck involved in Wednesday's crash was first deployed overseas by the Pentagon to Afghanistan in 2009 as an alternative to the even larger MRAP. It has a V-shaped hull on its bottom to deflect roadside explosions. The vehicles have rectangular reinforced windows that help lower risk of incoming fire, but they offer less visibility than windshields found in civilian cars. They are also are more cumbersome to drive in tight quarters and are likely to do more damage in collisions than smaller vehicles.
"These are vehicles designed for warfare. They have no business being on our city streets," said D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who chairs the council's transportation committee and represents the neighborhood where the crash occurred.
Officials did not address whether Guard members are receiving training on D.C. traffic, whether leaders issued a risk assessment on pedestrian and driver safety when using these vehicles, or whether Guard members are going to continue to operate M-ATVs in the city. They said they could not say how many M-ATVs were being used in the operation, what their sight lines are and how far away obstacles must be to remain visible to the driver.
In 2010, a woman bicycling home from work in downtown D.C. was killed after being hit by a five-ton National Guard truck that was part of a nuclear security summit convoy.
D.C.'s attorney general has sued the Trump administration, saying that there was no basis to declare a crime emergency and that the president does not have the power to take over the city's police department. A Washington Post-Schar School poll found that about 8 in 10 D.C. residents oppose Trump's executive order. Police statistics indicate that violent crime has fallen to its lowest level in three decades, but the Justice Department is investigating whether those numbers have been manipulated.
Tara Copp contributed to this report.
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Local Education
Virginia Wesleyan University is getting a new name: Batten University
The university will be renamed after Jane Batten, the widow of Frank Batten, the billionaire former chair of Landmark Communications. The family has donated millions to the university.

Jane Batten poses for a portrait. (Virginia Wesleyan University)


By Jim Morrison | 2025-08-20
VIRGINIA BEACH -- When the president of Virginia Wesleyan University approached philanthropist Jane Batten five years ago about renaming the school after her and her family, she demurred. But Scott D. Miller continued pressing, most recently last fall after Batten made the lead gift to build a $25 million home for the Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art to move from the Virginia Beach oceanfront to the school's campus.
While the school declined to tally donations from her family over the past 25 years, they may be as much as $150 million, including $20 million for a student center, $30 million for an environmental sciences center, $80 million to endow an honors college, eight endowed professorships, and numerous other initiatives.
"People have sort of jokingly, but not jokingly, said she's touched every life on campus," Miller said. "The place really is Batten University."
Earlier this year, Batten agreed. On Wednesday, the school announced that on July 1, Virginia Wesleyan University will become Batten University.
Batten, who lives in Virginia Beach, said she was swayed by a "full-court press" that began last fall and concluded with the board of trustees unanimously approving the change in May.
"I had to be persuaded by key people, key faculty people, key board people, key alums," she said. "Every single one was adamant that it was an important thing to do. And then one of the faculty people here that I admire most wrote a white paper that really convinced me that it's a good way to emphasize the mission of a school by drawing attention to it by changing the name."
Schools named after philanthropists have a long history -- Yale, Harvard, Duke, Vanderbilt, Rice and Oberlin, among them. But only a few in recent decades have changed their names to honor benefactors, including Rowan University, formerly Glassboro State, in New Jersey and Trine University, formerly Tri State University, in Indiana.

Batten, center, poses for a portrait with Virginia Wesleyan University President Scott D. Miller and the school's current board chair, Nancy DeFord. (Virginia Wesleyan University)


Batten is the 88-year-old widow of Frank Batten, the billionaire former chair of Landmark Communications. Landmark once owned nine daily and numerous community newspapers, as well as the Weather Channel. Jane Batten joined Virginia Wesleyan's board in 1981, 15 years after its first degree class entered. The liberal arts school has an undergraduate enrollment of 2,100, a third of whom the school calls underrepresented populations.
As longtime residents of the area, Batten said, she and her husband saw the school as an asset to the broader community.
"I really became convinced of the promise of this place that, even in its earliest days, was known for really strong teaching," she said. "Frank always told me that his involvement with education was the most satisfactory civic work that he did. And I have found that to be true. As you get more involved, you want to support it more and more. It's an obvious progression."
She also has family connections. Her daughter attended Virginia Wesleyan for two years. A grandson graduated from the school.
Batten has been reluctant to call attention to her donations. When she funded the environmental sciences center, the gift initially was anonymous. She asked that the facility be named after former president William T. Greer.
The campaign to get Batten to agree to the university's name change included Craig Wansink, chair of the religious studies program and a professor she admires who wrote a white paper about the role of philanthropy at private universities. "He ran a common thread through that the really great private institutions are named after philanthropists who have really developed the culture or the ethos of the institution," Miller said.
The school also commissioned a rebranding study. "We found that name recognition in this market, both the name Batten, which has a commanding sound to it, and the family that it represents in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and in this immediate market, stands for quality," he said.
Batten remains a familiar presence on campus, attending musical performances and athletic events, notably softball and basketball games, as well as events at the honors college, where she said the students give her hope for the future.
"I've always sort of felt that the undergraduate liberal arts experience is a lot more important than going to a big university," she said. "The last 10 years, this place has matured in ways that I wouldn't have imagined, not only physically, but in the scope of what it's involved in and the contributions that it makes here and in other places."
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Washington Commanders
Dan Quinn says Terry McLaurin is healthy, 'closer' to Commanders return
Washington's coach provides an update on the disgruntled wide receiver, who is working out inside the team facility as he seeks a contract extension.

(Nick Wass/AP)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-20

Commanders Coach Dan Quinn, shown Monday, said Wednesday he's "not going to play 'Where's Waldo?' moving forward" on Terry McLaurin's status. (Nick Wass/AP)


Wide receiver Terry McLaurin did not practice on the field with the Washington Commanders on Wednesday, but the disgruntled star is nearing a return while working out in the team facility, Coach Dan Quinn said.
The Commanders activated McLaurin -- who has stayed away from the team in the final year of his contract while seeking an extension -- from the physically unable to perform list Saturday. Quinn said McLaurin is healthy but needs to complete return-to-play drills focused on maximum speed, deceleration and running pass routes before he rejoins the team at practice.
Asked multiple times about McLaurin's status before Wednesday's workout, Quinn attempted to ward off further questions.
"I'm not going to play 'Where's Waldo?' moving forward, just so we're clear on that," Quinn said. "Terry's return-to-play format is no different than any of the other players. He's healthy, which is now a good step to getting closer to being back on the field. You'll see that earlier than later. I don't have a date circled on a whiteboard in my office. The good news is, we're getting closer to that, for sure."
McLaurin did not attend Monday's preseason game against the Cincinnati Bengals. The Commanders excused his absence, which allowed him to avoid a possible fine. The Commanders do not require players who are unavailable to play to attend preseason games -- guard Sam Cosmi, who is on the PUP list while rehabbing a torn knee ligament suffered in January, also was absent Monday night.
"It's really custom to how we want to do things by players," Quinn said. "Some, they rehab here, some not on those particular days. That's how we decide to go through all the guys."
McLaurin is entering the final season of a three-year contract that pays him $22.7 million by average annual value, making him the 20th-highest-paid wideout in the NFL. He is seeking a contract that pays him commensurate with top wide receivers, which would mean an average salary in excess of $30 million. The Commanders have appeared surprised by McLaurin's asking price.
Running back Brian Robinson Jr., whom the Commanders held out Monday night amid trade speculation, did not practice Wednesday. "We hope to have some resolution on that soon," Quinn said. 
With Robinson likely to become trade fodder, Chris Rodriguez Jr. is positioned to become the starter in a committee running back system.
Tackle George Fant, whom the Commanders signed Tuesday, practiced for the first time Wednesday. Fant, a 33-year-old who is listed at 6-foot-5 and 296 pounds, has started 75 games in his eight-year career. He will provide experience and add depth to an offensive line that has undergone attrition this summer.
"He looks great," Quinn said. "That's a really big deal for us to add somebody of George's experience and length at offensive tackle. It's very cool to have somebody of his experience and background, play style and skill."
The acquisition of Fant this late in training camp provides a reminder that the competition for roster spots could include players from elsewhere in the league and free agents.
General Manager Adam Peters and his staff are "not backing off competing," Quinn said. "If there are ways and times we can improve the team, they've proven they're down for that. It's one of the things I really respect about Adam. It's not just [the players] here everybody is competing against. It's around the league, scouting and looking at guys."
The Commanders released guard Julian Good-Jones, whom they made a captain for Monday's game. Good-Jones, a 28-year-old out of Iowa State, struggled at times when asked to snap as a possible backup center. His departure puts Michael Deiter in position to win the backup center role.
Quinn is hopeful that Cosmi could come off the PUP list before Week 1. Cosmi has been working out on a separate practice field. He seems unlikely to play in Week 1, which is less than three weeks away, and Andrew Wylie has proved capable as a replacement. If the Commanders activate Cosmi, he would be eligible to play during the first four weeks even if he can't start the opener.
"He has hit all his markers along the way to set himself up to begin that process where he can get into individual work," Quinn said.
Rookie cornerback Trey Amos, who was held out Monday as a precautionary move because of hamstring tightness, returned to practice. That didn't say much about his condition -- Washington opted for a walk-through practice without helmets. But as long as he passed tests Wednesday, Quinn said, Amos would be a full participant Thursday.
Backup quarterback Marcus Mariota (lower leg strain) returned to practice and participated in individual drills for the first time in more than two weeks. Guard Brandon Coleman, defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste and linebacker Jordan Magee wore practice jerseys for the first time after prolonged absences because of injuries.
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Sports
ESPN launches streaming service, embracing cord-cutting at last
A redesigned app offers non-cable subscribers access to live sports and flagship programming for the first time.

Cord-cutters can now get College Game Day and the marquee games that follow it. (Sam Craft/AP)


By Ben Strauss | 2025-08-21
NEW YORK -- In the early 2010s, a group of ESPN executives gathered for an off-site retreat near the network's campus in Bristol, Connecticut. ESPN faced no headwinds at the time: It was airing many of the biggest events in sports, churning out must-see documentaries and publishing a thriving magazine. It was all possible because its flagship cable network was in 100 million homes, making it the most successful channel in the history of television.
Still, these meetings were important to chart a course for the company, and executives took turns highlighting potential threats, such as losing sports rights to competing networks. But when "cord-cutting" -- consumers leaving the cable bundle in favor of emerging streaming options such as Netflix -- came up, ESPN's research suggested it would not be a major threat.
A decade and a half later, ESPN on Thursday launched a new "experience," as chairman Jimmy Pitaro put it, making the entirety of ESPN available without a cable subscription. For the first time in network history, sports fans can watch "SportsCenter," the College Football Playoff, all the Stephen A. Smith they want and next season's Super Bowl for $30 a month.
The new direct-to-consumer product is available through a redesigned ESPN app. It also represents the latest evidence of the chaos that cord-cutting has wrought on the media industry. Since 2013, ESPN has lost some 40 million cable subscribers, NBC has shuttered its cable sports network, and regional sports networks have collapsed.
The new app, previewed by ESPN executives at an event in New York on Tuesday, offers sports fans a new live-game experience, integrating many of the current second-screen experiences into one. Fans watching a game can find immediate highlights with one tap and then return to live action or track their fantasy teams in real time. A new social video feature called Verts will look a lot like TikTok, mimicking popular social media platforms with personalized highlights, clips from ESPN talking heads and social content.
"TikTok can do a fine job of giving you some grainy screen grab from a fan at a game," said Kaitee Daley, an ESPN senior VP of digital and social media. "Here you're going to have a broadcast-quality highlight from your favorite teams. Then you can get a reaction from Stephen A. should you care to hear it. Or you could swipe if you don't."

Shows such as "SportsCenter" will be available to non-cable subscribers for the first time. (Yana Paskova/For The Washington Post)


Meanwhile, the app will give ESPN new ways to cash in. Fans can track wagers or find suggestions for new bets on ESPN Bet, the network's online sportsbook, or shop via a QR code in a special ESPN-branded section of Fanatics' website.
Pitaro said his favorite part is the personalization that will deliver highlights to fans based on their favorite teams. (Cable subscribers can authenticate in the app and have access to all of the new features.)
For a decade, ESPN has been balancing the old model with the new. Two years ago, Pitaro said, came the tipping point. The cable bundle was shedding between 8 and 9 percent of its subscribers per year. He knew the new app would need to be launched quickly.
It took so many years to get here because the cable ecosystem was too valuable to cannibalize. Even diminished, it continues to be lucrative. In the most recent quarter, ESPN delivered $4.3 billion in revenue; ESPN+, the first iteration of ESPN's streaming service which only shows some live events, made $150 million.
How many customers will pay $30 per month for ESPN alone remains to be seen, but the service, executives said, also will fit into current and future bundles, including with Disney's other streaming platforms, Hulu and Disney+, at a higher price. A separate product that includes all of ESPN and Fox Sports will be available this fall for $40 per month.
Industry insiders were mixed on what this version of ESPN might mean for the next iteration.
"Whatever the media business looks like, whatever it becomes, you have to feel that Disney is a company that will get across this somehow and that ESPN will be part of that," said Patrick Crakes, a former Fox Sports executive turned industry consultant.
Rich Greenfield, co-founder of research firm LightShed Partners, suggested Disney would one day sell its sports and news divisions, separating them from its entertainment portfolio. "I think it's just prepping ESPN and ABC to ultimately live on their own," he said.
The direct-to-consumer launch comes on the heels of a flurry of deals ESPN announced this month. It acquired much of the NFL's media assets, including NFL Network, for a 10 percent equity stake in the company, then bought the rights to air WWE's biggest live events. Wall Street analysts praised the deals.
The past 15 years have been a struggle for legacy media companies, with ESPN a poster child for many of those challenges: how to deal with media fragmentation, the backlash against establishment institutions, the rise of tech companies and the culture wars that engulfed the company during President Donald Trump's first term.
ESPN says it has a new story to tell. Pitaro and other executives have been everywhere this month, appearing on podcasts, speaking with outlets across news media and hosting reporters this week at the same time that some commentators were starting to wonder whether the role tech giants such as Google, Netflix and Amazon will play in live sports was overblown. (The NFL also has a stake in the new Paramount company following its merger with Skydance Media.)
"The leagues recognize something now," said Crakes, who suggested that tech companies will be supplemental to the sports rights marketplace rather than simply snatching up all of the available rights packages from media companies.
This week, ESPN will wrap the E train in Manhattan with the ESPN logo and ads for the revamped app; Smith's voice will announce the stops on the train for a day. The National Day Archives declared Thursday "National ESPN App Day." And ESPN introduced a new mascot, App-E, who will visit the subway and the stock exchange in the coming weeks.
The future, ESPN will tell you, is here. Subscriber numbers will tell the ultimate story.
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Nationals
The Nats, warming to role as spoiler, make Mets pay for their mistakes
The Nationals get to Kodai Senga for five runs over five innings and get three scoreless innings from their bullpen to derail the Mets on their playoff push.

Dylan Crews slides into second base during Wednesday's 5-4 win over the Mets. (Rafael Suanes/Imagn Images) 


By Andrew Golden | 2025-08-21
It's rare that a hitter gets one pitch right down the middle in an at-bat. It's even rarer that he gets two. Given a second chance, Dylan Crews did not waste it in the fourth inning of Wednesday night's game at Nationals Park.
New York Mets right-hander Kodai Senga started the Washington Nationals' prized rookie with a fastball over the heart of the plate, and Crews fouled it off. His next offering was a mistake -- a forkball in the same spot. Crews smashed a double down the left field line that scored Paul DeJong. Drew Millas followed with a triple, putting the Nationals up by four. They would hold on for a 5-4 win in the second game of a three-game series, setting up a rubber match Thursday afternoon.
"You can't sit there and think, 'Man, I should've hit that,'" Crews said. "You got to move on to the next pitch. I was able to get a [forkball] up and hit that for a double."
Millas's triple scored Crews to make it 4-0. Then things got dicey. Brad Lord gave up a lot of loud contact, but it wasn't until Brett Baty homered in the fifth, making it 4-1, that the Mets began to make him pay.
Lord walked two batters to open the sixth, then allowed one-out doubles to Pete Alonso and Jeff McNeil that cut the Mets' deficit to 5-4; the four runs allowed were the most he has given up since he returned to the rotation following the all-star break.
Cole Henry pitched out of a bases-loaded jam that included a DeJong error, a walk and a missed third strike call to maintain Washington's lead in the sixth. Shinnosuke Ogasawara, Clayton Beeter and Jose A. Ferrer combined for three scoreless innings after that to secure the win and lift the Nationals to 51-75. The Mets, clinging to the third and final wild-card spot in the National League, fell to 67-59.
"They're going to make you pay if you leave it over the plate," Lord said. "And our guys didn't do that. We kept it at the corners, making pitcher's pitches, and it was really fun to watch."
The victory was the product of the Nationals finally executing on what interim manager Miguel Cairo -- and, before him, former manager Dave Martinez -- had been preaching: Don't swing at balls below the strike zone; do swing at mistakes up in the zone.
First, Crews capitalized. Then Millas. Then Josh Bell, on a cutter in the fifth for his 16th homer. Senga, dominant for much of the season, gave up five runs over five-plus innings and saw his ERA rise to 2.58.
"Obviously, everybody knows that he's got a great forkball," Crews said. "At the end of the day, you got to stay on the fastball as much as you can and realize that ... forkball has to start up in order for you to hit it."
In the six games since Crews has been back from an extensive stay on the injured list with an strained oblique, he's batting 5 for 20 with three extra-base hits and three RBI. But his fourth-inning at-bat Wednesday provided reason for encouragement. He came in batting .091 (2 for 22) on off-speed pitches. His double off Senga's forkball was his first extra-base hit on an off-speed pitch this season.
The Nationals haven't shied away from throwing Crews into the fire since his return. He has played in all six games of this homestand, and his presence in right field bolsters the defense. He also brings a certain energy that has not gone unnoticed.
"Energy, passion, he wants to win, he's a leader," said Cairo, who was ejected in the sixth inning for arguing balls and strikes. "Every time he plays, something happens. You want to have those kinds of players in the field every day."
Crews opened the third inning with a walk and helped the Nationals score in an unorthodox way. Millas reached on catcher's interference. After a fielder's choice, James Wood walked to load the bases. CJ Abrams hit a 73.4-mph dribbler for an RBI infield single before Bell drove in another run with a sacrifice fly to give Washington a 2-0 lead.
"It's a dream come true coming out here and competing with these guys," Crews said. "I feel great. I feel 100 percent, 110 percent, so I'm ready to go out here and compete every day."
Note: The Nationals are sending No. 1 draft pick Eli Willits to low Class A Fredericksburg this week, a person with knowledge of the move said. Willits, 17, could make his professional debut as soon as Thursday. The high school shortstop out of Oklahoma signed for $8.2 million less than a week after he was drafted, hoping to start his professional career as soon as possible. Willits said after he was drafted that he wants to reach the big leagues by the time he's 20.
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NFL
There is no time to waste for Aaron Rodgers and the Steelers
Pittsburgh hasn't won a playoff game since the 2016 season, and it's counting on the legendary, 41-year-old quarterback to take the next step.

(Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-08-21

Aaron Rodgers, middle, speaks with wide receiver DK Metcalf, left, and rookie quarterback Will Howard during training camp. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


PITTSBURGH -- Aaron Rodgers walked off the practice field at the Pittsburgh Steelers' training facility Tuesday just 19 days away from his 21st and what he says probably will be his final NFL season. So there will be no do-overs, if he sticks to that, and there is little leeway. Since he joined this proudest of franchises in June for the third act of a legendary but polarizing career, Rodgers has had much to do -- with relatively little time to do it.
How is the getting-to-know-you process going? Well enough, in Coach Mike Tomlin's view, that there is no need to put the 41-year-old quarterback on the field for a single snap in the preseason. Tomlin said as he stood alongside the practice fields late Tuesday afternoon that Rodgers had been ruled out of playing in Thursday's preseason finale at Carolina.
"I'm comfortable [with] what I'm seeing out here, obviously," Tomlin said. "If I weren't, I would be playing him."
Earlier Tuesday, Rodgers said he would "roll with whatever Mike decides" about the final preseason game. He also is being diligent, he said, about putting in the work necessary to prepare for the season, both on the field and off it.
"I'd ask the guys how they feel like it's going," Rodgers said. "But I try to be intentional every day I'm here. ... It's small victories every day when it comes to the chemistry-building stuff. I spend a lot of time talking with the receivers, a lot of text messages after hours with those guys. That's what it's all about -- finding ways to connect with those guys. I have kind of a built-in laugh track, I think, because I'm the old guy and I can recycle some old jokes from years past that they haven't heard before. But [I'm] just trying to connect with the guys every single day."
The pairing of Rodgers and the Steelers will be fascinating, no matter how it turns out. Rodgers is seeking a satisfying end to his all-time-great career, a conclusion that would offset the disappointment of two tumultuous seasons with the New York Jets that followed his superb 18-year tenure with the Green Bay Packers. The Steelers are seeking their first postseason victory since the 2016 season.
"You've got Aaron Rodgers behind you -- of course you've got a little bit of fire up under you," left tackle Broderick Jones said Monday. "And you know you've just got to do what you can to make everything work."
The Steelers also added wide receiver DK Metcalf, tight end Jonnu Smith and cornerback Jalen Ramsey during the offseason. There is much to blend ahead of the season opener Sept. 7 at the Jets.
"We've got a lot of work to do," Tomlin said Monday. "And obviously the sand's running through the hourglass in terms of team development, in terms of guys getting an opportunity to state a case for themselves and for us just to develop the type of cohesion that's necessary to get into the season. And so we're working -- and working with urgency."
Tomlin, who has never had a losing season in 18 years leading the Steelers, was asked about his team's levels of confidence and cohesiveness.
"I don't know that I'm looking to measure that, to be quite honest with you," he said. "You can develop false confidence in August. Those things become real, obviously, in September."
Rodgers is mindful of such matters. He did not join the Steelers until minicamp after an extended free agent process. He didn't even participate in full-team drills then. But he worked out with his receivers in California thereafter and then headed to Steelers training camp in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, last month.
"You lay the foundation at Latrobe and then just build on it," Rodgers said. "The road games are really good opportunities to connect with the guys. We had a big group that ate in Jacksonville [where the Steelers played their preseason opener] together. It was like 37 of us. ... We had like four different tables. There was like 12 or 13 guys at our table. And then, you know, guys hang out at snack time or after snack. So those are good opportunities. We'll try to make the most of this trip as well."
Rodgers has generated plenty of off-the-field controversy in recent years when expressing his opinions, particularly on topics unrelated to football. Within the locker room, however, there is no questioning his football acumen. He spoke Tuesday about the need for him and the team's offensive coaches to be demanding of Roman Wilson amid the second-year wideout's encouraging preseason play.
"I wouldn't say anything if we just thought he was just going to be a guy, just any guy that you can throw in," Rodgers said. "But I think he has a chance to be a big-time talent in the league. And so we're going to hold him to a high standard. ... We're going to hold him to a standard of excellence that I think he's capable of reaching."
He also talked about encouraging Calvin Austin III as the speedy wide receiver recovers from an abdominal muscle injury.
Will it all work? It's not entirely about Rodgers. Metcalf arrived via a trade with the Seattle Seahawks to be the No. 1 wide receiver.
"DK has done a great job with learning a new offense, coming to a new city," Steelers backup quarterback Mason Rudolph said. "He's been a joy to work with. He's ultracompetitive and friendly. You never know. We've had some big personalities here at receiver before. And guys that I like. But they're flashy. And he's really not."
Ramsey and fellow cornerback Darius Slay joined a defense that includes holdover standouts such as pass rusher T.J. Watt, lineman Cameron Heyward and linebacker Patrick Queen. Ramsey was asked Tuesday what he expects to provide, and he said, "The same type of things that I've been able to do throughout my career, obviously: versatility, a little leadership for the corner room, myself and Slay, being a playmaker."
But Rodgers undoubtedly will be the focus. He said he feels good physically and believes training camp has been productive. Tight end Darnell Washington said he is optimistic the Steelers have had enough preparation time to make things work on offense once the season starts.
"It's three preseason games, the joint practice [with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers last week] and just going against each other every day," Washington said. "So I feel like that's enough reps for those guys to take their reps, even if it's mental reps, even if they're not out there."
Rodgers spent some of the Steelers' stretching period before Tuesday's practice speaking with Ramsey, just as he has tried to spend time talking with players at other positions throughout training camp.
"I'm just trying to be curious, not judgmental, for the most part," Rodgers said. "I've always been curious about learning. ... But just getting to know guys, too. You've got to pay attention. Sometimes you've got to use some strategies to remember things because there's ways of connecting with guys."
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High School Sports
Once reserved for the elite, sports academies are now everywhere for everyone
As more sports academies pop up across the D.C. area, high school students are offered a new and divisive path to college athletics. 

Charlie Murray, left, and Zach Gillian Jr. work on their layups at Gillion Basketball Academy. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Emmett Siegel | 2025-08-21
Once they could look past the wine racks, the vision for a new basketball court grew clearer.
This was last spring, after Gillion Basketball Academy had seen a spike in interest. Located in Springfield, Virginia, Gillion was founded last year for middle and high school-aged students. It finished the year with an enrollment of 24, but school leaders were hoping to double enrollment if Gillion expanded from its previous 6,000-square-foot site.
The search for new space covered the D.C. area but led right next door to its current building in Springfield, where the school's entrance is marked only by a white banner hanging over a glass door near a handful of auto repair shops. Formerly a CrossFit gym and most recently a wine distributor, the space was large and convenient.
"I had been saying: We've got wagyu prime filet beef in a restaurant that's down in an alley through the back door," said Philip Budwick, one of Gillion's founders. "That beef, we think it's amazing. But we don't want to fit only three tables in this restaurant. We needed to have more space."
This is a time of growth for sports academies such as Gillion that operate on an education model that dedicates multiple hours of the school day to athletic training. The model blurs the line between student and athlete. Students at Gillion split their schedule in half, spending four hours on schoolwork and the rest in basketball mode.
Gillion is one of several D.C.-area academies that have opened their doors in recent years, representing a trend that can be seen across the country as more opt for a nontraditional high school experience. Less than 10 miles from Gillion, the St. James, a multipurpose athletics complex, recently launched its own academy program, staffing it with some of the area's best high school coaches.
But as academy enrollment continues to rise, the institutions have proved to be divisive, with supporters viewing the schools as the perfect way to prepare for college athletics and critics questioning whether they make academics an afterthought.
Such institutions are not new. Professional teams, particularly in Europe, have long sponsored intensive youth academies that offer specialized training in the hope of developing stars. A handful of elite national basketball and football programs were early adopters of the format in the United States, including IMG Academy, which turned Bradenton, Florida, into a destination for elite prospects. Largely responsible for pushing sports academies into the American consciousness, IMG's graduating class of 2025 included 281 students committed to compete in athletics in college.
Now, especially with online schooling lowering the barrier to entry, sports academies of all kinds -- ranging in size from Gillion to IMG -- continue to emerge, opening the world of academy education to more than just the best of the best.

Gillion's Phenix Card works on his shooting skills as Coach Warren Doles watches. In the background is the new space that awaits renovation. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


For years, academies were reserved almost exclusively for the cream of the athletic crop. But more institutions mean more opportunities for high-schoolers trying to break into college athletics or boost their profiles. Across the country, the academy model is being adopted by small start-up programs and major players alike, with sports such as baseball, lacrosse, wrestling and others also in the mix.
"Honestly, I feel like this academy thing is starting to really pop," said Tamika Dudley, now the girls' basketball coach at the St. James after she spent six years building Sidwell Friends into a national power. "It was kind of a new thing, but they're just popping up all over the place now."
Some of this growth is a downstream effect of the ever-changing college sports landscape. With money from name, image and likeness (NIL) deals and revenue sharing now at stake, performance incentives are greater than ever. The timeline to be compensated for athletic ability once started at the dawn of a professional career, but it now arrives at the time of college enrollment. And for some high-profile teenagers, it comes even earlier.
"My son or even my daughter can go into a university their first year and command a million dollars. That was unheard-of three to four years ago," said Gillion co-founder and coach Darrance Gillion. "I just think that now, since college has turned into a business, parents are approaching it from a business perspective."
The solution: become college-ready as quickly as possible. This is often the recruiting pitch from academies, whose models are centered around that goal. They are focused on imitating a college format, providing boutique in-house services such as personal training and skill development. This pitch also resonates with prospects who aren't guaranteed a ticket to the college level but are hoping to earn a scholarship and a slice of the pie.
"I look at it now with the transfer portal and everything, it's getting harder and harder to get recruited out of high school. But having those connections really helps you get to that level, even if it isn't Division I," said Eddie Perot, a rising senior who came to Gillion from Florida's Victory Rock Prep -- another academy -- after starting high school at Mountain View in Stafford. "I'd like to throw my hat in the [recruiting] ring, and the fact that I get so many hours a day to work on my game and the coaches are actively working with me and watching me out there and giving me pointers, it's just accelerating my development."

Students participate in online classes during the school day at Gillion Basketball Academy. (Courtesy Gillion Basketball Academy) 


The most common question asked by academy skeptics is simple: What about academics? Most academies use an online, asynchronous curriculum. This, in addition to the priority placed on athletic training, can give some parents pause.
Academy staff members are often adamant that their academics are up to snuff, pointing to accreditations in line with college requirements. Online classes are also becoming more common at all levels; Dudley noted that her daughter, Kendall, takes plenty of online classes as a college athlete, first at UCLA and now at Michigan.
"Most midsize to large colleges are doing online classes," Gillion's Budwick said. "If they go play college basketball, they're definitely going to be online. So you're playing basketball and you're doing online courses -- that's what they're doing here."
The rapid implementation of online curriculums during the coronavirus pandemic brought the model into the mainstream, but this explosion in online schooling also helped usher in additional research on its effectiveness.
"The trend is very clear that online education, for young people, offers less favorable results when compared to traditional classroom settings," said Kristien Zenkov, an education professor and the secondary education program coordinator at George Mason University.
Academies hope the blending of academics and athletics can actually provide benefits in the classroom. Zenkov noted some students perform better when balancing multiple pursuits, whether it be athletics or another path, such as performing arts, that cuts into time others spend in the classroom. But that is dependent on students taking on additional responsibility and receiving more support from educators and families.
"If they have that support, then the research is very clear: Having that other purpose, even though it diminishes the amount of time that they spend academically, can be a win-win," Zenkov said. "But an anecdotal reality is that the majority of young people in those situations don't have that extra support that's needed to keep the focus on both objectives at the same time."

Florida's IMG Academy is one the country's preeminent sports academies. (Thomas Bender/ Sarasota Herald-Tribune/Thomas Bender/ Sarasota Herald-Tribune / USA TODAY NETWORK via Imagn Images)


At Gillion, students complete schoolwork in a room adjacent to the gym. They are glued to laptops on which they work at their own pace while coaches, who double as certified educators, roam to answer questions. They use the platform Acellus Academy, one of the many online programs offering a self-paced experience.
"A lot of these prep schools get a stigma for bad academics because they're so focused on the gym and getting their players to the Division I level so they can advertise them," Perot said. "I've had neighbors ask me, 'Why aren't you going to public school?' But I think they don't really understand it. Not every place is like that -- some are really different."
Academy administrators and coaches are straightforward in saying this model isn't for everybody. Those enrolling are looking for a different experience than the typical student.
"What I tell everybody is, 'We're dedicated to the dedicated,'" said Darryl Overton, the football coach at the St. James who left the same position at Hayfield after last season. "So if you're not dedicated to your sport, this is probably not the place for you."
The St. James was envisioned as the future home of an academy even before the athletics complex opened its doors in 2018. With an expected jump from 30 students in its inaugural class last fall to around 200 this school year, there are plans for other St. James locations to open their own academies in the future.
"The popularity of a blended learning model, like what we do, has grown exponentially. There's no question about it," said Douglas Homer, the director of sports business development at the St. James. "I think this model will be in, say, five years from now, recognized preeminently across the country ... and the roots of that will have been laid in any one of our facilities."
Down the road from the St. James, that growth displays itself through the open floor plan at Gillion. The school's administrators are adamant that the model represents the future of high school sports, saying the academy route should become the traditional choice for athletes with college ambitions. Put any top prospect in the room with them, they said, and that player will leave ready to sign up.
"I just think that this is going to grow so much bigger -- not only in this area but across the country," Darrance Gillion said. "That just gives us so much excitement. Like, yeah, you know what? Let's go bust down these walls."
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College Football
The Big Ten and SEC are fighting over how to fix the sport they broke
College football's power brokers need to focus on better instead of more.

Big Ten Commissioner Tony Petitti, left, and SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey have differing views on what the ideal playoff format looks like. (George Walker IV/AP)


By Jerry Brewer | 2025-08-20
Nothing builds anticipation for a new college football season like carping about future playoff restructuring. Here we go again, letting the politics of an exhausting, never-content, always-bracing-for-mayhem sport overshadow the fun on the horizon. The 2025 campaign hasn't had its first game, and the parents already are arguing about the seating chart at their grandchild's wedding.
College football refuses to stay in the moment. There is too much money to pursue. There are too many factions to satisfy. There is too much power to protect, even if it results in compromises that threaten the stability and long-term interests of a sport rooted in tradition. The latest ego-driven nonsense involves the Big Ten, which floated the idea of expanding the playoff from 12 participants to a 24- or 28-team format. It's probably a ploy to motivate other stakeholders to support a 16-team setup that the Big Ten prefers.
Despite the chatter -- okay, outrage -- the Big Ten stirred, it's not worth debating the merits of a supa-dupa playoff because the conference's goal was to be preposterous. Such disingenuous tactics come with the warning that, if the Big Ten isn't guaranteed a larger plate of food, it just might yank the tablecloth and ruin everybody's meal.
College football stopped dealing in good faith long ago. Maybe it never did. Determining a true national champion isn't the objective; forging tenuous alliances to fatten the revenue stream is. Every program is for itself until forced to profit together. At the Football Bowl Subdivision level, it took the sport 145 years just to create a miniature, four-team playoff in 2014. That lasted 10 years, and then it became clear that expanding to 12 would be more lucrative. In 2021, a wave of conference realignment began that resulted in the obliteration of the Pac-12, once the jewel of West Coast football.
All of a sudden, with the SEC and Big Ten swelling to a combined 34 schools, it only made sense to alter the postseason. But amid all the chaos, the conferences agreed to stop eating each other and expand the playoff to 12 teams for the 2024 and 2025 seasons. The temporary solution made the current fight inevitable.

The road to the College Football Playoff trophy is ever-changing. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)


In March 2024, ESPN and the College Football Playoff agreed to a six-year, $7.8 billion contract that begins in 2026 and runs through the 2031 season. The playoff field can grow or remain the same. But the power dynamics behind the format have changed. The current system required Notre Dame and the 10 conference commissioners to reach a consensus. In the new deal, the SEC and Big Ten are in control, and their only obligation is to discuss matters with Notre Dame and the eight other conferences.
In earlier discussions, SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey expressed interest in a "5+11" expanded format: five automatic bids and 11 at-large bids. Big Ten Commissioner Tony Petitti has been more enthusiastic about a "4-4-2-2-1-3" structure: four automatic bids apiece for the Big Ten and SEC, two each for the ACC and Big 12, one for the highest-ranked conference champion outside of the Power Four leagues and three at-large bids.
One structure is as clean as it gets in college football. The other is tough to remember and, sadly, is most representative of the mess the super conferences have made. With its incomparable depth, the SEC would collect plenty of its proposed 11 at-large bids every season. In comparison, the Big Ten is more top-heavy, which is why having four guaranteed seats at the table appeals to Petitti. The Big Ten dreams of a scenario in which its third and fourth automatic bids could be decided via play-in games, a possible engine to drive big-time money from television as well as ticket sales.
The flip side of stacking automatic bids for major conferences is that you're forcing a structure -- for appeasement purposes -- that could produce weaker fields in some seasons.
The SEC and Big Ten have until Dec. 1 to agree on a format. With the Big Ten throwing 28-team haymakers with 31/2 months left, it will be an obstacle to find middle ground.
"There's this notion that there has to be this magic moment, and something has to happen with expansion, and it has to be forced," Sankey said last month.
It seems he would be okay remaining in stare mode until the clock expires.
"That's fine," Sankey said. "We have a 12-team playoff, five conference champions. That can stay if we can't agree."
Petitti has tried to be similarly chill. Even as decision time looms, he has said, "I'm not going to put any deadline on it." But this new idea sparked reaction and raised the urgency to a level that felt on par with next week's Texas-Ohio State showdown.
Perhaps that's a sign to stand down and stop changing a sport that has changed dramatically the past few years.
Playoff expansion is the most popular and laziest answer to drive revenue. It's happening in every sport. Television and streaming companies always want more sports inventory. But college football can withstand only so much expansion -- from the toll on players' bodies and academic requirements, to the audience's bandwidth, to the quality of play.
Last season, the first with a 12-team tournament, nine of the 11 playoff games were decided by double figures. Growing the field to 16 could result in nothing more than four more mediocre games. Growing beyond 16 would ensure early-round snoozers. The transfer portal and pay-for-play allowances increased parity in college football, but there's still a significant gap between the top tier and the rest of the contenders. Watering down the product will just make that reality clearer to viewers.
For the most compelling tournament, eight teams would be the perfect number. Twelve makes it just inclusive enough to pretend to be a national competition with access for all. Right now, anything bigger does nothing more than massage the shoulders of the most powerful conferences.
Let 'em stew for a while. Let us adjust to all of the recent change. You shouldn't need to buy a new handbook every year to know how college football functions.
There is no perfect playoff format for a sport that doesn't truly believe it needs a playoff. It's just a mechanism for money, pride and status. In this case, the status quo doesn't mean irresolution. For this warring sport, it would feel a lot like peace.
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Sports
For athletes expected to be heroes, mental health is a delicate topic
The Diamondbacks' Ketel Marte has needed some time away from the field, showing the challenges of players admitting to being human.

Ketel Marte of the Arizona Diamondbacks is congratulated by teammates following a home run at Globe Life Field on Aug. 12 in Arlington, Texas. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images)


By Candace Buckner | 2025-08-21
Ketel Marte, speaking Spanish and defending himself, stood up tall and straight while his eyes often wandered past the people he was addressing. He wore the look of a professional ballplayer: confident yet kind of distant, the square of his jaw chiseled as though by stainless steel. But his blank stare told another story.
This appeared to be rarely charted territory for Marte, a player in his prime not discussing his physical gifts but instead trying to convey what's happening in his head. And someone else had to help tell the story for him. After Marte explained why he took time away from the Arizona Diamondbacks following the break-in at his home, his words were translated to English and the third-person.
"Obviously, due to the circumstance of his situation, he got frustrated and was in a bad spot," an interpreter said Monday inside the Diamondbacks' clubhouse.
When professional athletes such as Marte, an all-star second baseman, find themselves in situations when they appear to be less than windup warriors, they might find themselves at the center of attention. Where reporters tread lightly around a controversy, and, in turn, a star player shows humility or acts contrite. Or, as in Marte's case, attempts to explain why his banged-up body might need so much of the company's paid time off, and justify how hurt feelings might require some nursing, too.
As Marte listened to Diamondbacks staffer Rolando Valles interpret his words, he would jut his jaw and gaze over the heads of his inquisitors. Perhaps he thought that expression projected strength, because modern athletes know that's what's expected of them. By fans who see these people as mere parlays. And, to a certain degree, by the clubhouse and front office types who rely on a star player's production to get into playoffs, and to keep their own jobs.
So instead of offering insight into what he has been going through, Marte said only that he has felt "frustrated" and in a "bad spot," and he apologized for letting down his fans and teammates. He did not reflect back on hard days. He didn't share a story with past-tense verbiage about how he went through some dark times, or secretly had struggled with destructive thoughts. He has never actually said the words that much of the public has learned to hear with empathy and applaud. Words often spoken by sports heroes only after their games have concluded.
While former NFL wideout Brandon Marshall proved to be an exception, calling a news conference in the middle of his playing career in 2011 to announce his diagnosis of borderline personality disorder, many of the athletes who have become outspoken advocates on mental health issues find their audience after the fact. It might be easier that way.
Swimmer Michael Phelps opened up about his years-long battles with anxiety, but not until a decade after winning eight gold medals in the 2008 Olympics. Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver AJ Brown waited a year to reveal to the world how he contemplated suicide in 2020, much like how Indianapolis Colts lineman Braden Smith waited until this offseason to reveal why he missed the final month of the 2024 regular season: He was battling an obsessive-compulsive disorder. Notably, former NBA rookie of the year Michael Carter-Williams shared his battles with depression only after he left the league.
The reason for the waiting might be this simple: In the middle of a season, when the games churn on, players are expected to, as well. Can fans, or even coaches and teammates, appreciate the present-tense rawness of mental health? Also, for all the work household names such as Simone Biles, Kevin Love and Naomi Osaka have done to destigmatize the discussion, how many athletes in their prime truly want to be the poster child for mental health?
Olympian Molly Seidel touched on that reality while reflecting on the increased publicity she received ahead of the Tokyo Games after she shared her battles with depression
"It's like you're either a martyr hero that people put on a pedestal," the long-distance runner told Outside magazine, "or you are the worst thing in the world, and people will tear you down."
While it's unproductive to speculate what could be going on inside someone's heart and mind, Marte has gotten as much attention for his reactions to personal turmoil this season as for his on-field performance, despite playing the best baseball of his 11-year career. In June against the White Sox, Marte openly wept after he heard a fan taunt him about his mother, Elpidia Valdez, who died in a car crash in his native Dominican Republic eight years ago.
While on that diamond in Chicago, the MLB ballplayer in Marte spit out tobacco and flashed that strong jawline while being consoled by Manager Torey Lovullo. But his glassy eyes revealed the pain, and the extent of the damage, that one mean-spirited human being can afflict on another.
Then last month, upon learning that his Scottsdale house had been burglarized for a reported $400,000 in losses while he was at the All-Star Game, Marte returned home -- to the Dominican Republic, not Arizona -- because as he later said, he was in a "bad spot."
Who would blame him for needing some PTO after such an ordeal? Apparently, his team. According to reports, Marte's time away offended several teammates and coaches, who felt that he has missed too many games in the past while managing physical ailments.
"In his opinion, it's something needed," the interpreter said Monday. "He doesn't think that it's too many days off. He's had injuries in the past, and this is a plan that has been integrated, taken with the coaching staff and himself, in order to keep me on the field the longest."
Though there may be whispers in the Diamondbacks' clubhouse, Marte still has support. This week, Arizona shortstop Geraldo Perdomo interrupted Lovullo's news conference to defend Marte.
"Please, he just wants to play baseball," Perdomo said. "Just [leave] the guy alone, you know. It's been too much for him. ... Just please, please, you guys have to stop."
Perdomo pleaded for mercy. Like Marte had done in June by crying for all to see, Perdomo broke from the stoic baseball custom.
This week, it was Marte's turn again to play the role of square-jawed ballplayer in front of reporters. However, Marte remained stuck in the moment. An unusual and uncomfortable moment in which he felt the need to apologize for missing games due to personal issues.
Maybe someday, once Marte doesn't have to carry the load of dragging his baseball team into October, he'll be able to look back and tell all of his story. Maybe then we'll all applaud, or elevate him into a conversation he never wanted to be part of. Perhaps sooner, we'll learn to accept athletes as complex people who face hardships similar to the rest of us, situations just as compromising as being physically unable to perform.
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.




By Washington Post staff | 2025-08-21
NFL PRESEASON
7 p.m. Pittsburgh at Carolina >>> NFL Network
8 p.m. New England at New York Giants >>> Prime Video
MLB
2:15 p.m. Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. New York Mets at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
7:15 p.m. Houston at Baltimore >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45), WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
WNBA
7 p.m. Washington at Connecticut >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
GOLF
9 a.m. LPGA Tour: Canadian Women's Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. PGA Tour: Tour Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, second leg: Botafogo at LDU Quito >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, second leg: Libertad at River Plate >>> BeIN Sports
10:30 p.m. NWSL: Orlando at Angel City >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
11 a.m. U.S. Open qualifying, final round >>> ESPN2
11 a.m. ATP: Winston-Salem Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Tennis in The Land and Monterrey Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
1 p.m. U.S. Open qualifying, final round >>> ESPNews
7 p.m. U.S. Open: Stars of the Open >>> ESPN2
MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
Noon International League: Charlotte at Norfolk >>> MASN2
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Canadian Football League: Winnipeg at Montreal >>> CBS Sports Network
PROFESSIONAL SOFTBALL
7 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Kowalik vs. Team Willis >>> ESPNU
MEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. Ohio State at Virginia Tech >>> ACC Network
6:30 p.m. Providence at Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
8 p.m. Maryland at Wake Forest >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Ohio State at South Carolina >>> SEC Network
8:30 p.m. TCU at Iowa >>> Big Ten Network
LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES
3 p.m. Venezuela vs. Aruba >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Nevada vs. Texas >>> ESPN




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/sports-tv-radio-listings-dc/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NFL
The Lions' Super Bowl window may already be closed
After rising to the top of the NFL, regression may be coming in Detroit after the loss of two top coordinators.

Detroit Lions head coach Dan Campbell lost his offensive and defensive coordinators after last season. (Paul Sancya/AP)


By Jason La Canfora | 2025-08-21
How do you measure the cumulative impact of brain drain? In a league where schemes and coaches make an overwhelming impact on the results of games each and every week, how difficult can it be to ascend in the face of sweeping defections? Say a team that has reached "Super Bowl or bust" status loses the architect of a dynamic and unpredictable offense, an accomplished defensive coordinator and then the veteran center who served as the central nervous system of the offense. Just how devastating could that be?
Well, the 2025 Detroit Lions are about to find out. They enter this season in a strange petri dish, having opted to promote Kelvin Sheppard from within as their new defensive coordinator and hire John Morton as offensive coordinator after a stint on the staff in 2022, rather than search far and wide for the best and brightest to replace Ben Johnson (now head coach of the rival Bears) on offense and Aaron Glenn (now head coach of the Jets) on defense. Previous on-the-job experience at the coordinator level held little resonance with them, while the NFC on the whole appears deeper and more competitive than just a few years ago. The Lions schedule looks quite daunting, and maintaining the kind of lofty production Detroit fans have become accustomed to will be no easy task.
"Honestly, I think they're pretty [screwed]," said one NFL general manager who spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss another team's coaching personnel. "We've had a hard time overcoming losing one at a time before; both is no [stinking] joke. And they lost two of the best at game planning in the NFL on both sides of the ball. They lost two dudes. And I don't really like what they did to try to fill the void, either. Dan Campbell is a great head coach, but that thing didn't turn the corner until he had top guys running it on both sides of the ball. I think they're going to fall off."
Another general manager said: "There's going to be some serious regression with them. That [offensive coordinator] really, really helped the QB. He fixed him upstairs [in his head] and mechanically. He knew [Jared] Goff has to be thoroughly protected, like super protected, and he could help that line get it done. I don't think Goff will be the same guy without him. It's still a good team, don't get me wrong, but that's not a 14-2 team anymore. They look more like 10-7, 11-6 to me."
The loss of two elite coordinators might be worth three-to-four more losses over the course of a five-month season. The Lions may have already reached a point at which there was nowhere to go but down in the regular season. Goff will be hard-pressed to remain at this level without Johnson to connect with him in the deep, personal way that helped rebuild his career.
"I think losing Ben will be a shock to his system," said one longtime NFL personnel executive who has worked with Morton previously and spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss his experience. "Morton is a hard a--, man. It's going to be very different from Ben in that aspect. And from my experience with him, Morton has no real feel for the run game at all. He'll be fine in the pass game, but Jared is used to having an elite run game and Morton isn't in his bag there the way Ben was."
The Lions have a 36-15 record the past three seasons, fourth-best in the NFL, and they were one half away from reaching a Super Bowl. They are fourth in the league in scoring differential during that time and have risen to the top of the NFC North amid a legion of young players blossoming at critical positions (that's coaching, folks).

New Lions offensive coordinator John Morton will take over one of the league's most dynamic offenses. (Paul Sancya/AP)


But windows tend to slam shut quickly and violently in this league. Ownership has been more tepid in throwing free agent capital into Detroit's areas of need (pass rush, the secondary) than many rivals expected, and you'll be hard pressed to find many coaches and execs who are as bullish on the Lions ahead of this season as they've been the last few times out.
"Losing both guys like that, it's a big deal," said one longtime NFL advance scout who has done considerable work in facing the Lions in recent years. "It's a really big [stinking] deal. I don't think I've seen that one before, where you lose both coordinators -- not because you kind of want one to leave or nudge him to go, but both are wanted for multiple head coaching jobs. And you lose a Pro Bowl center, too?
"I have a lot of respect for them and Dan, and they installed a legitimate culture of grit and toughness and determination and they've ascended every single year for like four straight years. That's really [stinking] tough to do, man, but the brain power has a lot to do with it, too. And now they're replacing them with two first-time coordinators? That's an interesting approach to me. I think they're going to really miss the guys who are gone."
Sheppard, who is a rookie defensive coordinator, has NFL playing chops, something Campbell has seemingly coveted throughout his tenure, and was lauded internally for his work with the team's linebackers. Morton was with the team as a senior offensive assistant in 2022 before serving as the Broncos passing game coordinator in 2023 and 2024. Both are unknowns as play callers at this level and both face the chore of replacing predecessors who left at the top of the game.

New Lions defensive coordinator Kelvin Sheppard has coached linebackers with the team for four seasons. (Paul Sancya/AP)


Sheppard in particular will face a gantlet from Week 1. The Lions open at Green Bay, coached by offensive whiz Mike LaFleur; face Johnson and Chicago's new offense; go to Lamar Jackson and Baltimore on Monday Night Football; and then, after a reprieve vs. the miserable Browns, travel to Cincinnati to face Joe Burrow in October (not September when the Bengals tend to struggle). Next, they play at Kansas City, and then host Baker Mayfield (led the NFC in touchdown passes last season) and Tampa Bay. All of that in the first half of the season.
By then we'll know plenty about how much was lost and what was gained on this coaching staff. Breaking even in this zero-sum game already seems almost impossible. Coming anywhere close may constitute a major accomplishment in Detroit.
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Nationals
The Nationals need a first baseman. How about the guy at second?
The Nationals are tinkering as they look to improve. That includes giving Luis Garcia Jr., long Washington's second baseman, a chance to learn a new position.

Luis Garcia Jr. is Washington's second baseman but has been doing some pregame work at first. (Brad Mills/Imagn Images/Reuters) 


By Andrew Golden | 2025-08-21
The Washington Nationals' infielders finished their defensive drills early on Wednesday, ahead of their game against the New York Mets. They began to drift off the field. There were, however, some exceptions. Josh Bell and Andres Chaparro lingered, and Luis Garcia Jr. walked over to join them at first.
The trio went through more work with third base coach Ricky Gutierrez, under the watchful eye of interim manager Miguel Cairo. Garcia, wearing a borrowed first baseman's glove, stretched to scoop the balls as they got closer.
Garcia, 25, has played every game at second base since August of 2022, when he moved to the position so CJ Abrams could play shortstop. But as Washington looks ahead to next season, the Nationals are experimenting and exhausting all avenues to improve their roster, including considering giving Garcia a try at first base.
There are no immediate plans for Garcia to play at first in a game, though the team asked him to get acclimated to the position. This season, Garcia is batting .260 with nine homers, 51 RBI and a .697 OPS. Defensively, he has seven outs below average at second base -- third-worst among qualified second basemen.
"I would like to play second, but if I'm going to stay here and they want me to play first, I'll play first," Garcia said through an interpreter. "If you're a player that knows how to play other positions, it makes you a better one."
The Nationals have been searching for an everyday first baseman since 2022, when they sent Bell to San Diego in the Juan Soto trade. Joey Meneses flashed promise at the end of that season, but couldn't replicate that success. Veterans including Dominic Smith, Joey Gallo and Juan Yepez spent time at first for Washington, but none panned out.
This offseason, Mike Rizzo, then Washington's general manager, traded for first baseman Nathaniel Lowe, a Gold Glove winner who won the World Series with the Texas Rangers in 2023. But Lowe hit .216 with a .665 OPS in 119 games with Washington, and his defense wasn't much better. There was also some frustration that Lowe, 30, didn't take on a bigger leadership role with the young, rebuilding club. The Nationals designated him for assignment earlier this month.
Lowe started 113 games at first for the Nationals and finished with five outs below average. Still, his absence leaves a void. Paul DeJong played first base for the first time in his career Sunday but isn't a long-term solution. Bell and Chaparro are the only other players who have started at first for Washington this season.
Yohandy Morales, now with Class AAA Rochester, is an intriguing prospect. Morales hit 13 home runs across two levels this season and is starting to tap into the power the Nationals believed he'd show when they made him a second-round pick in 2023.  But Morales, 23, is striking out 30.3 percent of the time and has a whiff rate of 34.7 percent in Rochester.
Garcia, then, could be a viable option even if he isn't the long-term solution. He debuted in 2020 as a 20-year-old. At the time, Washington envisioned Garcia as the team's shortstop of the future, but once he was handed the role in 2022, he had -14 OAA -- the worst mark among qualified shortstops that season. So the Nationals moved him to second, hoping he could form a strong tandem with Abrams.
Garcia was demoted to Rochester in 2023 after Dave Martinez, his manager at the time, hinted that he needed to improve his routine and work ethic. Last season, Garcia came to camp in better shape, mashed 18 home runs and improved his range at second base. But his defense has dropped off again and rumblings of those old concerns surfaced.
But this week, Garcia has been working early with Gutierrez, who said first basemen have to understand how each infielder throws and how balls skip in the dirt -- it's not as easy as it looks.
"For him, if he puts his mind to it and works on it, I don't think it'll be a problem," Gutierrez said. "When you have good hands and you're moving to a new position, all you got to do is just learn that position and just get a lot of repetition."
It also helps Garcia has experienced teammates to guide him. Chaparro provided Garcia with instruction Wednesday, showing him how to stand on the base after he missed a short hop. Garcia said those plays are the hardest.
Toward the end of Wednesday's practice, Garcia made a backhanded scoop. It drew a reaction from Cairo, who yelled, "Oh!" Then, Garcia did it again. "Oh!" The advice was starting to work.
"It's going to benefit me a lot in my career, especially in today's baseball," Garcia said. "If you're a player that can play first, second, short, different positions, it makes you worth more."
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College Sports
In NCAA's new era of revenue sharing, smaller schools try to keep up
College programs can pay their athletes directly for the first time. Can schools such as Morgan State avoid being left behind?

Morgan State football coach Damon Wilson addresses his team during a recent practice. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


By Matt Cohen | 2025-08-21
BALTIMORE -- There's pressure staring back at Kevin Broadus from the whiteboard next to his desk.
On it is the Morgan State University men's basketball team's schedule for the upcoming season. For some of the games, a number is written in parentheses next to the opponent. These are the buy games, in which the Bears will play a higher-profile opponent for a large sum of money.
Schools such as Morgan State -- a historically Black university playing in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference -- typically lose those games, but receive broader exposure from them. That's worth the scoreboard deficit. But mostly the numbers serve as a daily reminder of the financial questions coaches such as Broadus and Damon Wilson, his football counterpart at Morgan State, must constantly think about.
Money has long been a significant factor in college athletics, but as direct revenue sharing with athletes takes hold for the first time this academic year, it is more central to every conversation, even at smaller schools.
As of July 1, when the landmark House v. NCAA settlement was officially implemented, schools in the largest athletic conferences (the ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-12 and SEC) became obligated to pay a percentage of their revenue directly to student-athletes, up to $20.5 million for this school year. Division I schools from every other conference could choose to opt into or out of the settlement.
The largest athletic programs, such as those at Ohio State and Texas, operate with revenue exceeding $200 million per year, driven largely by their name-brand football programs and the television money they bring in. Revenue-sharing money is another way for those schools to attract top talent, and their rivals must spend to try to keep up.
The vast majority of Division I athletic programs aren't seeing anywhere near that type of revenue, but as the biggest schools drive the agenda, everybody else is jockeying for footing in uncertain territory.
Morgan State, like many other schools at its level, opted into the settlement, attempting to participate in revenue sharing to help attract and retain athletes. Its plan is a cycle. Invest now to get better athletes, let those better athletes lead to more winning, let more winning lead to more money, and let more money lead to more investment to start the cycle all over again.
Plans, of course, need to be executed. That's the reality Morgan State and other schools like it now face.
According to the College Sports Commission, 310 of Division I's 366 full members are participating in revenue sharing this school year. The mandated programs from the power conferences make up less than a quarter of that total. Twenty-one of the 23 HBCUs in Division I opted in. Seven of the eight schools in the MEAC are on board.
Morgan State wants to be on par with, or ideally surpass, the rest of its conference and other schools of similar size. It believes offering direct payments to student-athletes, even if small, will provide an advantage over schools that cannot or will not pay revenue-sharing money. If her school did not opt in, Morgan State Athletic Director Dena Freeman-Patton said she would fear missing out.
"I think we'll be where we want to be this year, right?" Freeman-Patton said. "My ultimate goal is to be able to provide upwards of $2.3 million a year [in revenue sharing]. That won't happen the first year. But hopefully we'll be able to get to that point. And I think with that, we'll be able to remain competitive."
Freeman-Patton said the $2.3 million figure for direct payments is to scale with the percentage of revenue that larger programs plan to distribute.
There are many potential avenues for raising the money. Freeman-Patton said she plans to fund direct payments to players by increasing the school's revenue so she can avoid cuts. She hopes to reach the $2.3 million threshold with increased donations, premium ticket sale opportunities and through greater exposure for the school.
Exposure largely means appearing on television, most realistically in the postseason. Getting on television equals money, but winning has to precede it. It's the cycle again.
It's then up to the coaches to determine how much money will be allotted to each player, who also have more to think about in the current environment.

Morgan State running back Jason Collins Jr., left, is the preseason pick for MEAC offensive player of the year honors. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post) 


Jason Collins Jr., a sophomore running back at Morgan State, will be among the Bears' highest-paid players this season. Collins was the MEAC rookie of the year last season, and in July he was the preseason pick as conference offensive player of the year. Collins, a D.C. native and 2022 first-team All-Met selection, had teammates and family tell him about possible name, image and likeness (NIL) opportunities, so he hired an agent this year.
Collins said the money is just a perk. He certainly wouldn't consider himself business savvy, but he is on a sharp learning curve -- out of necessity. He is figuring out how to read contracts and understand their tax implications. In early August, Collins said he had yet to receive his first paycheck, and it would still be some time before revenue-sharing money hits his bank account. Collins is represented by A&P Agency, and he has NIL deals with clothing brands Champion and Spider.
"I know this game now -- it's about money for a lot of people," he said. "If they have some money, they can bring more people in, and it's just going to keep going, keep rolling in."
Wilson, the football coach, said he determines a player's value by his performance on the field and in the classroom as well as his participation in community service. Ideally, Wilson said, he would like to give his athletes a "couple thousand dollars a month," but he must balance the desire for high-profile (and budget) athletes with maintaining a cohesive locker room. Money, he said, can divide a team.
When recruiting, Wilson said he will talk with parents who envision their child receiving "life-changing" money. But he reminds them that kind of money is largely at the top levels of the sport. At places such as Morgan State, the conversation surrounds meeting the needs of a recruit. Beyond that? Wilson said it would be hard for his program to keep up.
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Tech
Tired of meal planning or nagging your spouse? Outsource it to a machine.
Some busy parents are adopting AI apps that help with meal-planning or parenting to reduce the mental load and arguments that come with running a household.

(Illustration by The Washington Post; iStock)


By Lisa Bonos | 2025-08-21
The first time Brit Kwait, a vegan mother of three in Chicago, outsourced her meal planning to AI, she felt like a 1950s housewife who'd just used packaged dough for the first time.
But in 2025, her kitchen shortcut was an app called Ollie that used artificial intelligence to help her branch out beyond stir-fries and grain bowls.
Every week Kwait, 40, types into the app what's on sale at her local grocery. Ollie comes back with recipe ideas, tailored to Kwait's family, the rest of whom are vegetarian. "They're picky on what they're going to eat," she said, estimating that the app saves her as much as five hours a week in planning.
Kwait is among the busy parents turning to AI-powered apps to manage the logistics of family life. The tech industry and Wall Street focus mostly on workplace uses for the technology, but she and others using AI at home say it can lighten the mental load of running a household.
These tools can require handing over highly personal information and reinforce gender disparities at home. But early adopters say the apps help them juggle tasks such as meal planning, scheduling doctor's appointments or coordinating school pickups.
Courtney Johnson, a 36-year-old postdoctoral fellow in biomedical research and mother of two in San Antonio, credits Ollie with improving her relationship with her husband. Before they started using the app, daily texts about "What should we have for dinner?" were a trigger point for the couple, who have divergent work schedules and dietary restrictions, Johnson said.
Now "we don't have that little tension point anymore," said Johnson, the only gluten-free member of her household. The couple reviews Ollie's picks once a week before heading to the grocery. "It has given us both time to think about other things than: Is it chalupas, spaghetti or tacos tonight?," Johnson said.

Ollie is an AI tool that aims to help people plan their meals. (Ollie Ai/Bonfire Partners)


Danielle Lovell, a 41-year-old mother and tech executive in Vancouver, said Maple, another AI-powered app pitched at families, helped her feel less overwhelmed by the logistics of both running a household and caring for aging parents.
Lovell uploads several calendars to Maple to automatically create events and assign household tasks. She pays 85 Canadian dollars per year for it, although there is also a free version. She says it helps her schedule medical appointments and reminds her when it's cozy-dress day at her daughter's school. Meanwhile, her husband does the meal planning and cooking and is the first call for an emergency school pickup.
"I manage the digital brain of the family," Lovell said, "and he manages the body." When her husband asks her the name of the parents of their daughter's friend, or for the serial number on their car tires, she tells him to check Maple.
Vinod Khosla, whose venture capital firm has invested $5 million in Ollie, said it is an example of a class of AI apps he expects to expand and become able to help with more household tasks. Access to information about customers' specific buying patterns, preferences and budgets will allow the apps to guide individuals like a personalized Consumer Reports scouting the best deals, he said, "and then, over time, do more and more of your tasks."
Ollie is focused on meal planning and grocery shopping, CEO and co-founder Bill Lennon said. More than 50,000 families use the app, which recently introduced a $9.99 monthly subscription fee for new sign-ups. Users can swipe through recipe ideas, mark favorites, or ask for ingredient substitutions or portion adjustments.
The app also connects with Instacart and Amazon Fresh for users who want their groceries delivered, and Lennon said the company may add calendar-wrangling features. He predicted that today's household apps will eventually evolve into home robots that do physical labor. He expected that they will be toiling in homes by 2030.
In a peer-reviewed study published in 2023, AI experts from Britain and Japan predicted that within a decade, automation could reduce by 39 percent the time spent on domestic tasks. They judged grocery shopping to be the "most automatable" out of 17 household tasks and physical child care "the least automatable."

Ollie can suggest how to adjust recipes based on the ingredients a person has to hand. (Ollie Ai/Bonfire Partners)


Vijaya Parameswaran, a practicing dietitian at Stanford University who is developing an advanced AI system for nutrition care, said she sees a lot of promise in AI apps helping people "to explore eating in ways that we never did before." But "the intuitive nature of how we eat is what has to be preserved," Parameswaran cautioned.
Food choice is also very personal, she noted, adding that not everybody wants to share such intimate information with an app, and some "are not comfortable in being told what to eat."
Rather than approaching an app like Ollie asking, "What should I buy?," Parameswaran recommends prompts like: "These are the things I have: What can I do with them?"
Kwait said she initially found the app's suggestions too repetitive but now asks Ollie to "be more inventive" when she wants more variety.
Ekaterina Hertog, a professor of AI and society at the University of Oxford, said that while these AI apps might be efficient, using them generally "doesn't change the underlying inequality" in how women typically manage more household logistics and labor than men do.
"Once you bring technology into that unequal setup, it doesn't magically solve it," Hertog said. "What often happens is that women start managing another thing." 
Lennon said that he recognizes that women often shoulder most of the mental load in their families and that he and his co-founders are busy parents themselves trying to translate the explosion of AI tools in the business world into the domestic sphere. He sees Ollie as similar to previous advances in household technology such as running water and appliances.
For these apps to work well, they need a lot of personal information. While CEO Michael Perry said Maple doesn't sell customer data, he also stressed that the app isn't encrypted or compliant with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, the federal law protecting people's health care information. Perry doesn't encourage inputting medical data into the app.
Hertog, the AI and society researcher, said people tend to think less critically about protecting their privacy when it comes to technology related to their home lives.
Lovell, who uses Maple to organize her family life, said that she has a "fatalistic approach" to data privacy and that the information she stores on the app feels similar to what she has already entrusted to other apps and such Big Tech companies as Google.
But not everyone is ready to embrace AI in the household. Lovell's housekeeper declined when asked whether she would use Maple, saying she didn't want to learn a new app and didn't know anyone else who used it.
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What's New
Want to take better photos? Google thinks AI is the answer.
Google's Pixel 10 phones, to be released Aug. 28, have AI features that can help you take better photos and edit images in response to text or voice commands.

Google's new Pixel 10 Pro XL (left) next to the entry-level Pixel 10. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-08-20
I'm no great photographer, but I still get lots of questions about how to frame a photo just right.
Google's new Pixel 10 phones can help with that too.
For years, Google's Pixels have been also-rans in the U.S. smartphone market, where Apple and Samsung continue to dominate. But those who do buy them have been loud in their praise of their cameras, which this year got a potent boost from artificial intelligence. Though maybe not how you'd expect.
Earlier Pixel models were more than happy to tweak your images for you. Now, Google is trying to use AI to make you better at capturing and editing those images yourself.
The new photography features built into the Pixel 10 ($799+), 10 Pro ($999+) and 10 Pro XL ($1,199+), launching on Aug. 28, are part of Google's big push to put more smarts in smartphones by tapping its AI technology. Your photos might well look better after using them. We'll put them to a proper test soon enough -- for now, here's how Google's more collaborative take on AI-supported photography works.
Google's new phones look as sleek as ever but pack the AI equivalent of an enormous telephoto lens. With a lot of help from AI you can zoom in on a scene by 30x on the company's entry-level Pixel 10, and up to 100x on its slablike Pro models.
As with any phone, when you zoom in beyond a certain point, these Pixel phones mostly see a blurry mess. But Google then cleans it up using an on-device AI model to "recover" texture and detail based on that model's training and what's still visible in the original image.
In the end, though, these phones are just painting in details calculated to be a good fit. Put another way, you're getting AI's interpretation of the world -- not necessarily what's really there.
For photos of buildings and landmarks, this might not be so bad: AI has gotten pretty good at replicating regular lines and geometry and if you're not trying to preserve perfect architectural detail, you may well be happy with the result.
But consider this humble can of seltzer we photographed from the far end of a spacious demo room.

What the Pixel 10 Pro's camera sees (left) compared to its AI enhancement (right). (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


On the left is what the camera's sensor "sees." Not much of anything. On the right is what Google's AI guessed should be there.
The results show the limits of the fake-it-to-photograph-it approach. The branding is mostly right, but the company's algorithms appear to have little idea of what to do with the finer surrounding details.
Features like this aren't completely new. Samsung's Ultra-branded smartphones have had a 100x "Space Zoom" feature for years and have previously drawn criticism for producing images that were at least a little out of step with reality.
I've also long wondered about the potential for these enhanced-zoom smartphone cameras to become helpful tools for creeps. Snapping photos of people covertly is a lot easier to do when you're using a phone instead of a camera with a massive lens.
Google has attempted to fix this: The camera on Pixel 10 phones largely refuses to enhance people appearing in those hyper-zoomed photos.
In photos where, say, a landmark or city street is the clear focal point, Google's AI model will sharpen and enhance everything but the humans milling around. And if you zoom in 100x onto a person's face, the phones simply refuse to help.
When I urged a Google employee to take a close-up of my mug from across the room, the phone instead spat out a detailed image of, uh, just my hand. I can get behind the idea of fewer AI-distorted faces on the internet, though I'm sure lots of people wouldn't want other extremities sneakily photographed at a distance either.
This feature deserves some rigorous testing. I just wish the Pixel phone had explained why it happened as I was using the feature.
My colleague Geoffrey A. Fowler once called Google's Best Take "a nifty superpower for the family photographer" for the way it stitches together faces from different photos into a single cheery composite with nary a closed eyelid or squinched nose.
He's got a point: The results can be pretty and pleasant compared with the originals, where subjects could be blinking or burping or looking away, even though these composite images depict a moment that technically may have never occurred.
Google is tweaking that approach with its latest Pixels, making them more faithful to reality. The new phones will still cobble together a smiley amalgam if needed. But if they can see you appear to be taking a group shot, they'll analyze up to 150 images after you snap the photo -- a process that can take a few seconds -- in search of that magical moment when everyone looks just right.
If that moment never occurs? That's when the phone will cobble together an composite. (Pro tip: If these not-quite-true-to-life images give you the creeps, you can turn this feature off entirely.)
Google's new phones also debut an AI photography feature that kicks in long before you press the shutter button. With the tap of the screen, you can launch a "Camera Coach" tool that scans what the camera can see to give advice on how to frame an image.
Once that momentary scan is complete, the Pixel will offer suggestions like "full-length portrait" or "urban oasis detail," previewing what the final image could look like.
Tap your favorite suggestion, and the real hand-holding starts: On-screen prompts will steer you to select specific photo modes, walk around your subject and move the phone to cut unwanted objects from the frame.
I haven't been thrilled by the coaching I've seen so far, but I could see the feature genuinely helping some amateurs. But my advice for folks seriously interested in taking better photos is that they should spend a little time getting to know their camera of choice -- even if it is a phone -- and poring over images they find personally arresting to understand why.
That said, I'm almost certainly going to make my parents use Camera Coach all the time.
Editing photos is as much an art form as taking good ones in the first place, but getting started can feel daunting. Open up those menus and you'll soon be staring at sliders and toggles with names you've never heard of.
If you'd rather not swim through all those settings, the new Pixel phones come with a new version of the Google Photos app that will let you just type or speak the edits you want to make. You don't need to know any technical lingo, either.
The tool can field multipart requests like "remove the glare and brighten the photo" as well as dead-simple ones like "make the photo look better."
In early demos, I've used the feature to make very specific changes, like cropping images vertically for social media and swapping out existing backdrops for AI-generated views of starry space. Thankfully, it's a little harder now to pass off images edited with AI as fully genuine. Google's new phones are the first with so-called "content credentials" built-in, so edited images will contain hidden data explaining exactly how they've been tweaked.
Some of these AI photography features may leave you feeling kind of icky, especially since Google is still happy to take some liberties with objective reality. But Google, a company that once unilaterally decided our photos should look like Caravaggio paintings, could have gone a lot further.
It's been a pleasant surprise that the company appears to realize that maybe the best way to use AI in photography is to keep it from making too many decisions for us.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/08/20/google-pixel-10-camera-features-ai-editing/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Tech
Why so few Americans read for pleasure
The decline in Americans' leisure reading comes as attention spans are shrinking and print book sales are in decline.

A person reads at the Rice University Library in Houston in 2022. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


By Lisa Bonos | 2025-08-21
Fewer Americans than ever before are reading for pleasure, according to a new study released Wednesday, declining 40 percent in the past 20 years.
Only 16 percent of Americans age 15 and over read for leisure every day in 2023, according to a study from researchers at the University of Florida and University College London that was published Wednesday in the journal iScience, compared with 28 percent of Americans in 2003.
The new findings come as Americans' attention spans and print book sales are in decline, and artificial intelligence technology is aiming to summarize knowledge as quickly as possible.
While there's evidence the trend began in the 1940s, this most recent decline in reading for pleasure is "significant," Jill Sonke, co-director of the EpiArts Lab at the University of Florida, said in a news release.
The study -- which was based on time-use data from nearly 240,000 Americans between 2003 and 2023 and excluded 2020 due to the covid-19 pandemic -- found that time adults spent reading to children did not drop during that period. But only a small portion of participants -- 2 percent -- read to kids every day.
"As an co-investigator in this study, but also as a mother and grandmother and as a person, I think how little people are reading with children and to children is really concerning," Sonke said in a phone interview, adding that a lack of reading can make it harder for children to succeed in school.
The new research, along with other recent surveys, shows a widening gap when it comes to reading in America, where people with less education are not as likely to read as people with higher education levels.
Surveys from the polling company YouGov, for example, found that 46 percent of Americans read no books in 2023. In that group of nonreaders, 56 percent of them lacked a college degree while 27 percent had graduated college.
In the University of Florida and University College London analysis, participants with college degrees in 2023 were nearly three times more likely to read for pleasure daily than those with a high school degree or less.
The study also found racial, economic and gender differences in reading habits. Women, White participants and those with higher incomes were more likely to spend time reading each day, the study found, while men, Black participants and those with lower incomes engaged in less reading for pleasure.
Sonke said that addressing these racial and socioeconomic disparities could also help improve health outcomes, since leisure reading is linked to reduced stress and anxiety, and improved overall social well-being. Engaging in the arts, including reading for pleasure, is "low-hanging fruit for health that people don't associate with health as much as we could," she said, adding that increasing access to libraries -- and access to the internet -- could help.
While the study didn't address the reasons for the drop in time spent reading, Sonke said, "we do know that technology and digital media are competing for our time."
As a result, Americans' attention spans have declined starkly, which also can affect people's reading habits.
University of California at Irvine professor emerita Gloria Mark, who studies humans' interactions with computers, said in a phone interview that people's attention spans while looking at screens averaged 21/2 minutes in 2004, later falling to an average of 47 seconds in 2016.
Mark, who's in the early stages of writing a book about how technology is changing people's cognitive abilities, reports that many of her interview subjects have told her that they're "just able to read a very short passage before they put down a book," she said. Some university professors have started assigning passages rather than full books, she added, because students are unable to read entire volumes.
"We're in this culture where we are kind of pushed to consume as much content as possible," said Mark, who is the author of "Attention Span: A Groundbreaking Way to Restore Balance, Happiness and Productivity." She added that she knows of people who consume audio or video content at two or three times normal speed to try to keep up.
Sonke, who reads for pleasure every day, acknowledged that even she isn't immune from being overwhelmed by content. She's in the midst of reading "Middlemarch," George Eliot's eight-book novel examining life in the 19th century.
"It's great but it's a slog," Sonke said of the summer reading project.
When she was midway through the second book, Sonke asked ChatGPT to summarize what she'd read so far, taking care to tell OpenAI's popular chatbot exactly where she was in her reading. ChatGPT gave her several spoilers from the second book. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
"It can absolutely be useful for enhancing reading as well as skipping reading," Sonke said, before adding that she'll keep plowing through "Middlemarch."
And she'll continue using ChatGPT as a reading comprehension aid. "I would do it again," the reading researcher said.
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Critics deride Cracker Barrel's new logo as 'sterile,' 'soulless' and 'woke'
The restaurant chain's stock tumbled after it unveiled a new look that notably left off the man in overalls and wooden barrel in the old logo.

The Cracker Barrel Old Country Store logo in Pearl, Mississippi, on Sept. 12, 2023. (Rogelio V. Solis/AP)


By Julian  Mark | 2025-08-21
Cracker Barrel's stock tumbled Thursday as the restaurant chain faced backlash over a new logo that critics derided as "woke."
What's "wrong with @CrackerBarrel??!" Donald Trump, Jr. wrote on the social media site, X, on Wednesday evening, quoting another account that accused the company of scrapping a "beloved American aesthetic and replaced it with sterile, soulless branding."
When the national restaurant chain unveiled the logo on Tuesday, it said the new and more streamlined look was "rooted even more closely to the iconic barrel shape and word mark that started it all." Notably, missing was the image of a man in overalls leaning against a wooden barrel that had been part of the company's motif since 1977.
But within 48 hours, the redesign backlash was raging online, with commenters on both sides using it as a cudgel.
"WHAT IS WRONG WITH CRACKER BARREL?? KEEP YOUR BEAUTIFUL LOGO!!! THE NEW ONE LOOKS LIKE CHEAP VELVEETA "CHEESE" FROM WALMART, THE PLACE FOR "GROCERIES" (AN OLD FASHIONED TERM)!!! "FIX IT" ASAP! WOKE IS DEAD!! THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER," California Gov. Gavin Newsom's press office posted on X on Thursday, apparently mimicking President Donald Trump.
Company CEO Julie Felss Masino has since gone on the offensive, telling ABC's "Good Morning America" that the "feedback has been overwhelmingly positive." She added that "Cracker Barrel needs to feel like the Cracker Barrel for today and for tomorrow."
In a statement, the company said that its "values haven't changed, and the heart and soul of Cracker Barrel haven't changed." It added that the new logo is the fifth iteration since 1969.
The company also has been revamping its restaurants with more modern furnishing and decor, as opposed to the "old country store" design it had in place for decades.
Americus Reed, a marketing professor at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School, said the negative attention means Cracker Barrel's effort has largely failed. Companies walk a fine line as they redesign their logos, he said. The goal is "just noticeable difference," and not change too much so as to create disruption.
"If you're doing this right, you've tweaked a little bit on the edges and you've tested it," Reed said, adding that logo rebrands can cost "hundreds of thousands of dollars," so the stakes are high.
The redesign "flopped by definition of the negative pushback," he said.
Cracker Barrel faced similar pushback in 2022 when it started offering meat alternatives on its menu, similarly riling up its conservative customer base, which also cast the move as liberal ploy.
Cracker Barrel's stock experiences regular swings; in April, it sank by nearly half from its price in January before rising again this summer to $77 per share. The price is now at $52, down 11 percent on the day.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/08/21/cracker-barrel-new-logo-critics-stock/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
Officials race to protect one of the world's tallest trees from a blaze
The tree, called the Doerner fir, has lost 50 feet of height since the fire ignited Saturday.

The top of the Doerner fir's trunk smokes in Coos County, Oregon, on Sunday. (Coos Bay District Bureau of Land Management/AP) 


By Angie Orellana Hernandez | 2025-08-21
Federal officials are enlisting arborists and other tree experts as they scramble to develop a plan to protect one of the world's tallest non-redwood trees from losing a significant chunk of its height to a fire.
The historic tree in southwest Oregon, named the Doerner fir, is a coastal Douglas fir that stood at about 325 feet before the blaze, Harper said Megan Harper, a spokesperson for the Bureau of Land Management. The 450-to-500-year-old tree -- located on remote, federal land in Coos County -- has already lost about 50 feet of its height since it ignited Saturday, she said.
The Doerner fir, formerly called the Brummit fir, is the only tree burning in the area. Officials have ruled out lightning as the cause. Chris Adlam, a regional wildland fire specialist at Oregon State University said it's possible that a human started the blaze.
The Bureau of Land Management has tried different approaches to put out the ancient tree's flames, including using aircraft to conduct water drops, digging a containment line at the tree's base, setting up sprinklers, and using drones to capture aerial images and detect heat signals.
Those strategies, however, have been complicated by the location of the flames: about 280 feet off the ground, inside a cavity within the tree. The challenge has also been compounded by the possibility of hot, thick branches falling below and the logistical difficulties of transporting crews to such a remote location.
Federal officials are trying to form a plan that will allow firefighters to reach and suppress the fire without risking injuries, Harper said.
"In terms of where it measures out in the end, we might not have the record anymore," Harper said of the Doerner fir's height, "but it'll still be a tall tree if it remains."
Officials are monitoring the blaze until they can develop a plan, Harper said. As of Wednesday, the fire was still emitting smoke and showing signs of heat.
Helicopters and other resources were on standby in case the burning increased, the Coos Forest Protective Association -- a nonprofit that provides wildland fire protection in the region -- wrote on social media. Water drops carried out Monday successfully extinguished flames at the top of the fir, the organization said.
The forested landscape around the Doerner fir has previously experienced fires sparked by lightning and prescribed burnings from Indigenous communities, Adlam said. He said it's not unusual for Douglas firs to "live through many fires," given their thick bark.
Older trees are likely to be hollow, raising the chances that fire will get under the bark and burn internally, Adlam said.
"We do need to also zoom out a little bit and see that many, many ancient trees are being destroyed by uncharacteristic fires in many regions," he said. "And there's often not much we can do to stop that, and that's really unfortunate."
Adlam added that it's unlikely the Doerner fir will completely burn down, given the resources dedicated to preserving it.
But if it does, he said, it won't grow back from its roots. Instead, young saplings from the tree's seeds will rise in its place.
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The Optimist
A blind man's support dog went missing. Chicago mobilized to get him back.
"Bam Bam was out there," said Angel Santiago, who never lost hope that he would be reunited with his senior service dog. 

Bam Bam the emotional support dog reunites with Angel Santiago. (Bam Bam Rescue Team) 


By Maggie Penman | 2025-08-21
A 14-year-old emotional support dog named Bam Bam was reunited with his owner Tuesday night, two months after the dog was reported stolen from his backyard in Chicago. The theft prompted a massive citywide search, a police investigation and a fundraiser that amassed more than $20,000.
Bam Bam's owner Angel Santiago, who has glaucoma and is legally blind, said the 10 weeks that Bam Bam was gone were particularly hard because his dog is key to his independence. The two have been companions for more than a decade.
"I slept next to him last night," Santiago told The Washington Post on Wednesday after Bam Bam was back home. "I didn't want him to think I had walked away."
After Bam Bam went missing, Santiago said he would walk for miles a day, calling his dog's name and passing out fliers. When neighbors heard him calling for Bam Bam, they jumped in to help Santiago file a police report and spread the word.
"People would come up to me and ask me why I was screaming 'Bam Bam,'" he said. "When I told them what was happening, they would help me."
Santiago said Bam Bam was grabbed by two people who came into his yard and made off with him on June 5th while the dog was out for an early morning bathroom break. Santiago said he never lost hope or stopped searching for Bam Bam.
"Bam Bam was out there," Santiago said.
Amy Pasalich, a NICU nurse in Chicago, said she saw Bam Bam's story after someone posted it on TikTok. She started a Facebook group and a GoFundMe page in early August with Santiago's blessing, hoping to raise a couple thousand dollars to hire a private investigator. She was stunned to see $20,000 pour in. An unrelated change.org petition collected more than 2,200 signatures to demand more action from the city to help Santiago find Bam Bam.
"I think so many people are animal lovers and have bigger hearts than we realize," Pasalich said.
Local news reported on the case, and people continued to post on social media. Volunteers fanned out across the city, passing out fliers and searching for the senior dog.

A flier made by a group of volunteers who call themselves the Bam Bam Rescue Team. (Bam Bam Rescue Team) 


Then on Tuesday night at 8 p.m., two people dropped off the dog at the 16th District police station, Chicago police said. They didn't leave their names or identifying information about themselves but told police they had found the dog nearby.
The police contacted John Garrido, a retired officer who founded The Garrido Stray Rescue Foundation with his wife. Officers generally contact Garrido when they get a stray dog at the station, so they sent a picture of the small dachshund mix, which Garrido quickly posted on his rescue's Facebook page.
Comments rolled in: "This dog looks like Bam Bam????"
The dog had a microchip, and when police scanned it, a phone number popped up. The officer Googled the phone number and found Santiago's original flier, quickly sending the information to Garrido.
"I immediately called the station," Garrido said. "The whole city has been looking for this dog for the last two months."
An officer contacted Santiago, and by 9:31 p.m. Santiago and Bam Bam had been reunited, police said. After many hugs and a night's sleep, Santiago took Bam Bam to the vet for a checkup, bloodwork and nail trimming.

Bam Bam and Angel Santiago reunited. (Chicago Police Department) 


Detectives have not made any arrests in the case and said they are still investigating.
"This particular case really tugged at our heartstrings," said Daphna Nachminovitch, senior vice president of cruelty investigations at the animal rights group PETA. "An older dog with a very special relationship with his guardian -- needless to say, we were moved."
PETA offered a $5,000 reward for any information leading to the dog's safe return. The group was planning to launch several billboards in Chicago to help with the search -- but now that Bam Bam has been found, they've converted them to say thank you to the city.

PETA billboards planned for Chicago. (PETA) 


"I spoke with Angel a couple of days ago, and it was very clear that the absence of this dog was really impacting him. I think returning this dog might have saved them both," Nachminovitch said.
She learned on Wednesday that Bam Bam, who she called a "small older gentleman," had been reunited with his human.
"Waking up to that news this morning was honestly the best thing ever," she said.
Garrido said, for him, this story has two takeaways -- get your pet microchipped, and don't mess with Chicago.
"We don't mess around here," Garrido said. "We love our pets."
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Health
They beat addiction to help drug users recover. Their work is in jeopardy.
The opioid epidemic has highlighted the importance of peer recovery coaches, but their jobs are now at risk due to proposed budget cuts and funding changes.

(Sylvia Jarrus/For the Washington Post )


By David Ovalle | 2025-08-21
DETROIT -- As Hannah Meissner hands sterile needles, fentanyl test strips and peanut butter sandwiches to drug users inside a mobile outreach van, she fears her job helping them stay alive -- and break free from addiction -- is at risk.
Meissner beat an opioid addiction to work as a peer recovery coach and mentor for the Detroit Recovery Project, a nonprofit organization that could be decimated by grant cuts under President Donald Trump's proposed budget. She already lost one position running a youth addiction prevention program this spring when the administration slashed pandemic-era grants. The Wayne State University undergrad also worries about crippling debt after the administration moved to restrict eligibility for a federal student loan forgiveness program for public service workers.
"It's a scary time to be pursuing a career in this profession right now," Meissner said.

Meissner, a peer recovery coach and mentor, gives harm-reduction supplies to people in active addiction and recovery at the Detroit Recovery Project's mobile unit. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)


An estimated 48.4 million people in the United States suffer from a substance use disorder, driving up demand for doctors, nurses, counselors and other workers who specialize in treating addiction and mental health problems. At a time when that workforce isn't keeping pace with the need, peer support workers -- former drug users who lean on their past experiences to help clients navigate recovery -- have helped fill in the gaps.
But the Trump administration's push to cut public health funding could deplete their ranks.
The Department of Health and Human Services stressed in a statement that it supports peer workers who "can play a vital role in helping people find and sustain recovery by providing emotional support, guidance, and wraparound services."
The administration, however, has said certain grants like ones that fund the Detroit Recovery Project are "inefficient," duplicate other federal programs or "are too small to have a national impact." The White House's Office of Management and Budget, which released the proposed budget, did not return a request for comment.

Meissiner and case manager Chuck Madison load supplies into their mobile unit. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)


The potential budget cuts add further pressure on a profession already struggling because of workers' concerns about low wages, uneven training and standards, and uncertainty about these employees' roles within the addiction care system.
Like at the Detroit Recovery Project, many peer workers -- sometimes called specialists or navigators -- hit the streets or supervise group recovery meetings. Some work in hospital emergency rooms to steer people who survived overdoses into treatment. Others are attached to sober-living homes or serve as liaisons in courts that help drug offenders rebuild their lives.
Heroin addiction wrecked Meissner's teenage years and early 20s, cycling her in and out of jail. As she stuffed paper bags filled with supplies for clients recently on the city's east side, she said her experiences help her earn trust from younger clients in addiction -- as do the intricate tattoos curling along her arms and neck.
"They love showing me theirs. That helps a lot in the streets," Meissner said.

HIV prevention fliers in a mobile unit. The Detroit Recovery Project helps communities grappling with drug and alcohol addiction. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)



A box of safer-smoking kits in a Detroit Recovery Project mobile unit. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)


At a group meeting at the Detroit Recovery Project this month, Derek Trent crossed his arms on a table, his legs jittery. The 52-year-old chef and onetime drug trafficker developed a crack habit late in life. After a divorce and rehab, Trent tallied six months clean but feels frazzled. Mostly, Trent told the group, he feels empty -- bored by his new pace of life.
Ron Hildreth, a 67-year-old peer recovery coach, listened intently. Trent often calls or texts Hildreth at odd hours, when the cravings lurk.
Hildreth also used to smoke crack, a generation ago, when peer coaches were not professionalized. The coach encouraged Trent to see a clinic doctor for his insomnia and work on channeling his nervous energy and displaying gratitude.
"I did it," Hildreth said. "You sure can do it, too."

Peer recovery specialist Catrina D. Tolley, right, meets with clients at the Gathering Place, a nonresidential community peer support program in Athens, Ohio, for adults who have experienced trauma, mental illness and addiction. (Rich-Joseph Facun/For The Washington Post)


Loosely organized volunteer groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous, established nearly a century ago, set the modern stage for peer-run programs. By the 1970s, organizations that advocated for the rights of psychiatric patients pushed for peer support instead of forced hospitalizations.
Federal grants have long funded some peer programs. States in the 2000s began creating certification programs. By the late 2010s -- as the opioid crisis escalated into a deadlier phase with the proliferation of illicit fentanyl -- new federal grant programs delivered billions of dollars to states that could pay for peer support services.
In states such as North Carolina, those federal grants fueled the profession that today numbers more than 6,000, said Sara Howe, executive director of Addiction Professionals of North Carolina, a trade association. "We fought for relevancy for many years, and what brought the field to a state of relevancy is an opioid epidemic," Howe said.

Kim Stover leaves the Gathering Place after attending a group meeting. (Rich-Joseph Facun/For The Washington Post)


The Biden administration established national standards for certifying peer specialists in states. It also expanded a national center established under the first Trump administration to provide training and technical assistance to enhance the profession. Medicaid, the federally funded, state-run health insurance program for the poor, has also taken on a significant role in paying for peers.
Most states pay for peer services, but Medicaid rates vary greatly, according to a federal study published last year. A peer specialist in South Carolina earns less than $6 per 15 minutes of work. In New York, where the cost of living is higher, that number tops $27.
The study underscored a stark reality: Peer pay is lousy and may soon worsen.
Trump's signature domestic policy bill may boot millions of people from Medicaid, or squeeze state budgets into slashing funding for peer services, advocates fear.

Peer recovery specialist Catrina D. Tolley at the Gathering Place. (Rich-Joseph Facun/For The Washington Post)


Peer specialists such as Catrina D. Tolley, of Athens, Ohio, eke out a living while trying to rebuild their lives. Tolley hails from a large family wracked by addiction -- her older brother died of an overdose in July, she said. Sober for more than two years, she has found purpose in her new profession. Today, she works at the Gathering Place, a drop-in center for people battling addiction, homelessness and mental illness -- steering some toward services or treatment, or for others simply offering a listening ear.
Tolley earns $18 an hour but works just 25 hours a week. Hopes of a full-time position disappeared when the state recently terminated a grant. For now, Tolley is not paying rent while staying at a temporary shelter. She has a contract to move into a Habitat for Humanity house under construction, but needs to save at least $1,000 for insurance.
Across the country, the profession continues to experience growing pains.

Left: Fliers on a bulletin board, left, offer free rides and support meetings at the Gathering Place. Right: Ron Oiler, left, and Dana Turrill chat and watch TV at the Gathering Place. (Rich-Joseph Facun/For The Washington Post )


In Minnesota, state lawmakers last year tightened Medicaid rules after allegations surfaced that a nonprofit engaged in fraudulent billing for peer services. The nonprofit and an affiliated rehab company shuttered, leaving scores of peer specialists jobless. An inspector general investigation is ongoing.
Some peer specialists are also employed on telehealth-style apps, sharing their life experiences with people online. Such apps expand access to peer services but spark worries that virtual peers are undertrained, poorly supervised and offer a misleading substitute for licensed therapists, all at cut-rate prices.

An outside view of the Gathering Place. (Rich-Joseph Facun/For The Washington Post)


Studies are mixed on how peer specialists improve clinical outcomes, but a review of dozens of studies published last year showed they can foster community and hope, and have a "positive impact on recovery, suicidal ideation, and, to some degree, satisfaction with care."
At the Detroit Recovery Project, lived experience is essential -- about 80 percent of its 60 employees previously battled addiction or mental illness. Many hail from neighborhoods still scarred by poverty and crack cocaine, even as other parts of the city are reborn. "The peers offer something very unique, and that's helping people embrace each other," said founder and CEO Andre Johnson.

Free boxes of naloxone, the opioid overdose reversal medication, at the Detroit Recovery Project. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)



Andre Johnson is the founder and CEO of the nonprofit Detroit Recovery Project. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)


But the Detroit Recovery Project, which offers primary health care, outpatient addiction treatment and prevention and harm-reduction services, relies on federal dollars for about 90 percent of its budget. Trump's proposed budget eliminates more than $2 million in grants previously awarded to the project by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which Johnson projects could lead to half of his staff being laid off.
The Senate Appropriations Committee in July rejected those grant eliminations, along with half a billion dollars in cuts to block grants that are administered by states and can also help peer workers. It remains to be seen whether House leaders will follow suit.
On a recent weekday at the project's primary health center, peer recovery coaches such as Kimberly DeBose, 58, pushed aside the budget drama unfolding hundreds of miles away in D.C.

Kim DeBose, a peer recovery coach, hugs client Darice Bibbs at the Detroit Recovery Project. (Sylvia Jarrus/For The Washington Post)


Her story is a reminder of the burnout and emotional toll faced by peers who serve clients while juggling their own lasting traumas -- and sobriety. Her mother fatally overdosed. DeBose overcame a decades-long crack addiction that left her homeless, jailed and stripped of custody of her children. In her early 50s, she became a peer coach for several years before relapsing. Today, she is clean again, working primarily with women.
"I like inspiring them," DeBose said. "I like giving them hope."
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Obituaries
Frank Caprio, judge whose kindness led to online fame, dies at 88
The Rhode Island jurist became known for his compassion in handing out justice and gained millions of followers from his reality TV show "Caught in Providence."

Judge Frank Caprio is seen at Providence Municipal Court in Rhode Island in 2017. (Michelle R. Smith/AP)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-08-21
Frank Caprio, the Rhode Island jurist whose compassion in the courtroom found him fame on TV and online, earning him the nickname "the nicest judge in the world," died Aug. 20. He was 88.
The cause was pancreatic cancer, his family announced on social media.
Judge Caprio, who served as chief judge in his nearly four decades at the Providence Municipal Court, first rose to popularity after video clips of him adjudicating traffic violations on a local access television show went viral in the 2010s.
The show, "Caught in Providence," featured heartening and humorous exchanges between Judge Caprio and those who wound up in his courtroom: In one segment, he playfully teased a college student before dismissing her parking ticket; in another, he lightly ribbed a pizza delivery man's driving skills before offering him an affordable traffic ticket payment plan.
The show reached national syndication in 2018, with Judge Caprio often doling out lesser consequences for those who appeared to struggle to make ends meet. Judge Caprio himself worked as a fruit peddler, a milkman, a newspaper delivery man and a shoeshiner in his youth. One of the show's key themes was empathy for hardworking people and their families, with Judge Caprio offering hugs and words of support for those going through difficult times.
These exchanges earned him millions of followers on social media, where he also reached out to viewers by sharing pivotal moments that shaped his life. In one post, he tearfully recalled a moment when his father came to watch him on his first day sitting on the bench and reprimanded him after he failed to hear a mother's pleas that she could not afford to pay $300 in parking tickets.
"It never happened again after that. Never," Judge Caprio said in the video.
In a statement Wednesday, Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee (D) called Judge Caprio a "Rhode Island treasure" and said that all state agencies and buildings would honor his memory by flying their flags at half-staff.
"Judge Caprio not only served the public well," McKee added, "but he connected with them in a meaningful way. ... He was more than a jurist -- he was a symbol of empathy on the bench, showing us what is possible when justice is tempered with humanity."
Judge Caprio was diagnosed with cancer about two years ago, his family said. In the hours before his death, he addressed his followers in a video from his hospital bed, in which he appeared visibly weakened.
"I ask you again, if it's not too much, to remember me in your prayers," he said.
Born in Providence on Nov. 24, 1936, Judge Caprio graduated from Providence College and began teaching at a high school in the city while taking night classes in Boston, at Suffolk University Law School. He also served in the Rhode Island Army National Guard.
A registered Democrat, he was elected to the Providence City Council and served from 1962 to 1968. He ran for state attorney general in 1970, losing the general election by about 45,000 votes, and was sworn in as a municipal court judge in 1985.
Judge Caprio retired in 2023, bringing "Caught in Providence" to an end. He and his wife, Joyce Caprio, had five children, seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, according to his website.
His brother Joe Caprio, a producer of the show, said Wednesday that he was heartbroken over the judge's death.
"Thank you so much for loving him," he wrote on Facebook. "He loved all of you."
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Weather
Hurricane Erin tracker: Map and projected storm path
Erin is the 5th named storm of the hurricane season.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick | 2025-08-20
Hurricane Erin is a Category 2 storm that is causing dangerous beach conditions along the entire East Coast. Previously a Category 5 storm as it passed by Puerto Rico on Saturday, Erin is forecast to remain a powerful hurricane as it steers back into the Atlantic, without making landfall in the U.S.
Coastal communities and beaches are on alert, as the storm will likely cause life-threatening surf and rip currents, according to the National Hurricane Center.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts 13 to 19 tropical storms this year, including three to five  that could become major hurricanes.
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National
Government's demand for trans care info sought addresses, doctors' notes, texts
Legal experts said the Justice Department subpoenas related to medical care for transgender minors appear to be unprecedented.

Attorney General Pam Bondi said last month that the Justice Department had issued more than 20 subpoenas to doctors and clinics involved in medical care for transgender minors. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Casey Parks, David Ovalle | 2025-08-21
The Justice Department is demanding that hospitals turn over a wide range of sensitive information related to medical care for young transgender patients, including billing documents, communication with drug manufacturers and data such as patient dates of birth, Social Security numbers and addresses, according to a copy of a subpoena made public in a court filing this week.
The June subpoena to Children's Hospital of Philadelphia requests emails, Zoom recordings, "every writing or record of whatever type" doctors have made, voicemails and text messages on encrypted platforms dating to January 2020 -- before hormone therapy, puberty blockers and gender transition surgery had been banned anywhere in the United States.
About half of states have since passed laws prohibiting all or most gender treatment of minors. The Supreme Court ruled in June that a Tennessee ban did not violate the Constitution.
Attorney General Pam Bondi said last month that the Justice Department had issued more than 20 subpoenas seeking to hold "medical professionals and organizations that mutilated children in the service of a warped ideology" accountable. It is highly unusual for the nation's chief law enforcement officer to announce such legal activity. Bondi did not identify who received the subpoenas, what information the government sought or what potential law violations it is investigating.
According to seven people familiar with the subpoenas, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they feared retribution, the subpoenas targeted care for patients younger than 19 and went to providers in states that still allow gender care for minors, as well as states where it  has been banned. The subpoena, as well as public statements by Bondi's chief of staff, indicate the federal government is attempting to build cases against medical providers that allege they may have violated civil and criminal statutes while providing care that was legal in their states.
Jacob T. Elberg, a former federal prosecutor specializing in health care fraud, said Bondi's statement suggests the government "is using its investigative powers to target medical providers based on a disagreement about medical treatment rather than violations of the law."
Elberg, now a law professor at the Center for Health & Pharmaceutical Law at Seton Hall University, said that the subpoena itself is not wildly broad for a health-care-fraud case. But he noted that under a federal privacy law, the Justice Department must show that any information it demands on patient identities is relevant to a legitimate law enforcement probe.
The government's unprecedented effort to gather this type of information related to gender transition care is having a chilling effect: Since the subpoenas went out, more than a dozen hospitals across the  U.S. have scaled back or ended gender transition programs for people under the age of 19. Most are in blue states. Parents say they are scrambling to find doctors before their children's prescriptions for puberty blockers or hormones run out. Doctors  treating young trans patients where such care remains legal say they fear federal authorities will prosecute them on dubious charges.
"Frankly, I'm looking over my shoulder driving home," said one Midwestern doctor who had to turn over a work cellphone to supervisors after their hospital received a Justice Department subpoena; the doctor asked not to be identified for fear of drawing additional law enforcement scrutiny.
Dozens of hospitals, doctors and small clinics contacted by The Washington Post declined to say whether they had received a subpoena. Some providers said they were reluctant to be interviewed because they had received violent threats. Others said they feared government reprisal. 
"The subpoena is a breathtakingly invasive government overreach," said Jennifer L. Levi, senior director of transgender and queer rights at GLAD Law, a legal advocacy group. "It's specifically and strategically designed to intimidate health care providers and health care institutions into abandoning their patients."
The subpoena to Children's Hospital of Philadelphia was filed in court by the Washington state attorney general's office, which in January successfully sued the Trump administration over two executive orders that sought to withhold federal money from institutions that offer gender care to minors. State Attorney General Nicholas W. Brown said in legal documents that he added the subpoena to the court record because President Donald Trump has "only escalated" his attack on this type of medical care since a federal judge issued a preliminary injunction in March.

The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania. (Rachel Wisniewski/For The Washington Post)


In a separate lawsuit filed this month, Democratic attorneys general from 16 states alleged the administration is intentionally and unlawfully intimidating providers to "trammel on state power" and end access to care even where legal.
Fewer than 3,000 adolescents nationwide receive hormone treatments or puberty blockers, according to a 2025 JAMA analysis of private insurance data, and a far smaller number undergo surgery as part of a gender transition. These types of care have been endorsed by every major U.S. medical organization. But conservative groups and Trump officials say it rests on shaky science and exposes young people to irreversible changes in their bodies before they are old enough to fully understand the consequences. A few European countries have restricted gender transition care for minors.
Chad Mizelle, Bondi's chief of staff, said publicly last month that prosecutors would use their tools to thwart what he called "one of the greatest frauds on the American public."
The Justice Department declined to comment on its plans. Spokeswoman Natalie  Baldassarre said in a statement that the department intended to use "every legal and law enforcement tool available to protect innocent children" from what she described as "being mutilated under the guise of 'care.'"
Starting in 2021, Republican-led states across the South and Midwest have banned doctors from treating trans young people with puberty blockers, estrogen or testosterone and surgical procedures.
By late last year, key players in the conservative movement told The Post they had "maxed out" what they could achieve at the state level and, with Trump's help, hoped to secure a federal ban on gender transition care for minors.
The president has signed multiple executive orders that seek to narrowly define sex and withhold money from hospitals that offer the care to trans people under the age of 19. Multiple judges have blocked those efforts for now, saying they are discriminatory and appear to breach the separation of powers between Congress and the president.
Citing one of Trump's orders, Bondi issued a lengthy memo in April directing Justice Department prosecutors to investigate doctors who treat trans adolescents. She cast the trans care doctors as violating a federal law that bars female genital mutilation, a crime punishable by up to 10 years in prison. Democratic attorneys general and legal experts dispute Bondi's interpretation of that rarely used law.
Since then, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services -- which administers federal health insurance programs for the poor and elderly -- have sent letters to hospitals requesting information about their transition care protocols. In June, the FBI requested tips from the public on providers.
Last month, the Federal Trade Commission hosted a day-long workshop on gender care, titled "The Dangers of 'Gender-Affirming Care' for Minors." The speakers included Mizelle, who said his office was targeting false-claims frauds in what he called "the billion-dollar industry of harming our kids."
"We're investigating violations such as health care fraud, false statements, all of this, which could result in either civil or criminal liability for these clinics," Mizelle said.
Though Mizelle did not give specific examples of fraud, one panelist, Miriam Grossman, a child psychiatrist and prominent critic of gender care, said stickers featuring pronouns and medical terms such as "hormone replacement therapy" violate FTC rules. Grossman also described Kaiser Permanente's use of terms like "assigned male at birth" to describe trans women and girls as both FTC violations and Orwellian, "designed to change the way that we think about male and female and to mislead consumers in a material way." 
Grossman showed records from specific hospitals and patients, including the professional address of one provider in North Carolina. She suggested doctors were ripping off insurance companies by using fraudulent billing codes -- for example, diagnosing trans people with unspecified endocrine disorders.
Asked about that claim, one bioethicist, who asked not to be named for fear of retaliation, said using unspecified diagnostic codes is a regular practice in medicine. Doctors use them for eating disorders, depression and other mental disorders, the bioethicist said, and the practice is considered acceptable when the root causes of a condition are unknown, but doctors have found a certain treatment has worked in the past.
The Justice Department's subpoenas would have been unthinkable years ago, advocates say, but such information-gathering efforts have recently become more common -- and are not just limited to the trans community.
Officials in Texas and Tennessee have either forced or tried to force doctors to hand over information about trans patients. Last month, Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier (R) demanded that a restaurant in Vero Beach turn over all video footage and ticket sale information about adults who attended a drag show. And Trump has directed states to turn over personal and sensitive data about millions of low-income Americans who receive federal aid to buy food.
"The DOJ using its broad powers to prevent fraud as a tool to target a disfavored minority group is deeply troubling" said Elizabeth Gill, senior counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union. "Not just for trans people but for anyone that the administration decides they don't approve of."
The subpoena to Children's Hospital of Philadelphia came from the Justice Department's Consumer Protection Branch and said information must be handed over to the Justice Department by July 9, the same day Bondi announced the subpoenas in a three-paragraph news release.  Hospital officials did not respond to a request to confirm receipt of the subpoena or whether they had complied.
The Consumer Protection Branch is overseen by a Trump political appointee named Jordan Campbell. He previously ran a Texas law firm dedicated to representing people who had undergone gender transitions and then halted that treatment, a process known as detransitioning. The Justice Department's website says Campbell represented "victims of radical gender ideology" when he was in private practice.
Word of the subpoenas spread quickly through hospital administrations, gender care advocates and the tight-knit community of doctors who treat transgender patients. Some hospitals scrubbed information about these doctors from their websites. Providers in private practice say they stopped using email and unencrypted text messages to communicate with each other.
Some who received the subpoenas said they were too afraid to share them with colleagues who do similar work, out of fear that the government was tracking them. Medical providers who once were open to being interviewed about their treatment practices said they were afraid to discuss the subpoenas even on the condition of anonymity and on encrypted platforms such as Signal.
Providers who did answer questions from The Post said they were balancing concerns for their own safety while also trying to help their patients, many of whom are vulnerable and may be at serious physical and psychological risk as they suddenly lose access to medications that had eased their gender dysphoria. Patients who abruptly end hormonal care could experience mood swings or menopausal-like symptoms, and they  are likely to develop unwanted physical changes.
At the Midwest hospital system, the doctor who handed over a work phone said senior hospital administrators began notifying patients under the age of 19 in June that some surgeries would be canceled and hormone treatments ended. The doctor said the colleagues who called families described those conversations as "painful" and the loss of care amounts to a "toxic plan" that would force some patients to detransition.
"This goes way beyond any degree of moral or ethical dilemma that any of us have ever experienced," the doctor said. "It is completely scientifically and medically unfounded."

Patients who abruptly end hormonal care could experience mood swings or menopausal-like symptoms. (Rory Doyle/For The Washington Post)


In California, a woman named Emily is scrambling to find hormone therapy for her 17-year-old son after Children's Hospital Los Angeles announced it was closing its Center for Transyouth Health and Development, the largest public provider of such care in the U.S.
She said she was stunned to learn the Justice Department subpoenas asked for detailed information on patients who received hormone therapy, including about parents and guardians.
"It's absolutely terrifying," said Emily, who asked that the family's last name not be used for fear of law-enforcement scrutiny. "We always felt we had some level of protection living in a blue state."
Jeremy Roebuck and Jenna Portnoy contributed to this report.
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National
Next nitrogen gas execution scheduled in Alabama as legal challenges grow
Gov. Kay Ivey (R) set an October execution date for Anthony Boyd, an inmate alleging the state's use of nitrogen gas is unconstitutionally cruel.

Abraham Bonowitz, executive director of Death Penalty Action, and other death penalty opponents demonstrates outside the Alabama State House in Montgomery last year. (Kim Chandler/AP) 


By Marie-Rose Sheinerman, Kim Bellware | 2025-08-20
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey (R) on Monday set an October date for the state's next execution by nitrogen gas despite pending lawsuits in her state and Arkansas from prisoners alleging the death penalty method violates inmates' rights.
Anthony Boyd, 53, is scheduled to be put to death on Oct. 23 or 24 despite his lawsuit challenging Alabama's use of nitrogen for executions as unconstitutionally "cruel and unusual" under the Eighth Amendment. A federal judge has scheduled a Sept. 4 hearing in the case.
Alabama was the first state to perform an execution with nitrogen hypoxia, in which nitrogen gas is administered through a mask to cause unconsciousness and death. It has now executed five people using the method. Louisiana has also used nitrogen hypoxia once, with a second prisoner who was set to be executed in March dying three weeks before the scheduled execution date. After Arkansas lawmakers green-lit the method in August, 10 death-row prisoners there immediately sued, alleging the use of nitrogen hypoxia violates the state's constitution and inmates' due process rights.
In Alabama, Boyd's lawsuit argues that given the "proven flaws" of the state's nitrogen hypoxia protocol, the court should conclude that it is designed to inflict additional terror and pain -- or that the state is "deliberately indifferent" to evidence that it does.
"Each prisoner previously executed by the State's Protocol showed signs of conscious suffocation, terror, and pain," Boyd's lawyers wrote in his lawsuit, filed in July against the Alabama Department of Corrections and Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall.
Boyd offered three alternatives to the gas: execution by firing squad, hanging or medical-aid-in-dying. The first execution by firing squad in the U.S. in almost 15 years was carried out in South Carolina in March. The last execution by hanging to take place on American soil was in Delaware in 1996.
Boyd was one of four men found guilty in the 1993 murder of Gregory Huguley, who prosecutors said was burned to death after failing to pay for $200 worth of cocaine.
Asked for comment on Boyd's lawsuit, Amanda Priest, a spokesperson for the attorney general's office, said in a statement that the office's "pleadings speak for themselves." That office and the other defendants wrote in an Aug. 8 court filing that Boyd's lawsuit was a stalling tactic.
"Once more, the Court has been pushed into an emergency posture, and there is no good explanation other than the machinations of an inmate less concerned with the legitimacy of his claims than with throwing a spanner into the State's execution process," the defendants wrote.
The Alabama Department of Corrections did not respond to a message seeking comment on the lawsuit.
The Arkansas lawsuit, meanwhile, argues that the law authorizing the use of nitrogen gas -- Act 302 -- violates the separation of powers doctrine in the state's constitution. The law unconstitutionally allows the state Department of Corrections to decide whether to execute an inmate by lethal injection or nitrogen gas, the suit alleges, and provides no standards to constrain or guide the department's use of the new execution method.
The suit also claims the law amounts to the legislature usurping judges' and juries' power in dealing out punishments -- and applying them retroactively to individuals convicted when this execution method was not on the table.
"The judges that wrote the judgments all were told that the only two sentencing options were life or lethal injection. So all of them selected death by lethal injection," said Heather Fraley, one of the attorneys representing the Arkansas prisoners. "But now we have the legislature stepping into the judiciary's role and saying well, no, in fact, this other new method of punishment -- nitrogen suffocation -- is going to be permissible."
Rand Champion, a spokesperson for the Arkansas Department of Corrections, said in a statement, "Due to ongoing litigation, the Department has no comment outside that this was an expected development following the passing of Act 302."
Patterns that emerged after states introduced the electric chair and lethal injection are now unfolding among states that have used or adopted nitrogen hypoxia, according to Deborah Denno, a death penalty expert at Fordham School of Law who studies execution methods. States like Alabama, Arkansas and Louisiana tend to deny that there are problems with the new execution method's development or real-world use, Denno said, while simultaneously spending less time now than in the past investigating execution techniques before using them.
Oklahoma, for instance, adopted lethal injection in 1977 but didn't use it until 1990. By contrast, Alabama adopted nitrogen hypoxia before it even had a protocol written, Denno said.
And while states might work quickly to start a new execution method, they can take decades to slow or stop its use once it's revealed to be inconsistent or inhumane, Denno said.
"I think states start to acknowledge there's a problem when there's effective litigation, and executions start to slow down or get more burdensome," she said. "It seems only then that the lightbulb goes on."
Nitrogen gas as a method of execution has drawn intense scrutiny as observers, including United Nations experts, have raised concerns that its implementation may amount to torture.
"Everything that we know about this method of execution tells us that we should not be using it," said Robin Maher, executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center.
To Maher, the new Arkansas law also raises unique worries. She called it an example of government overreach -- giving "blanket authority to an unelected official to change the method of execution selected by jury."
Jeff Hood, an Arkansas-based priest who has served as a spiritual adviser for multiple death row prisoners, was in Alabama's death chamber with Kenneth Eugene Smith in January 2024 when Smith became the first person known to be executed by nitrogen hypoxia. Once the gas began to flow, media witnesses described Smith shaking and writhing on the gurney for at least two minutes. Alabama Department of Corrections Commissioner John Q. Hamm at the time called Smith's movements "involuntary."
Hood, who has witnessed 10 executions -- all by lethal injection, except Smith's -- said he considered the death by nitrogen hypoxia to be the most horrifying.
Hood said he recently purchased a mask identical to the one used in Smith's execution. After wearing it around his home, Hood, who wears a long beard, said he could breath in air from the room despite the mask's silicone seal and could move it around by scrunching and contorting his face. The most troubling realization, he said, was how quickly it fogs up and then fills with moisture, obscuring the wearer's vision.
"Kenny was unable to see far sooner than I realized," Hood said, describing Smith as blindly being suffocated to death.
"If the general public saw these nitrogen executions," Hood added, "there would never be another one."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/08/20/nitrogen-gas-death-penalty-execution-alabama/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
FDA urges recall of Walmart shrimp over radioactive contamination fear
The FDA detected Cesium-137, a radioactive isotope, in one shipment of Great Value frozen raw shrimp to Walmart. It said the affected shipment wasn't sold.

The Food and Drug Administration recommended that Walmart recall three lots of Great Value brand frozen raw shrimp. (Charles Krupa/AP)


By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-08-20
The Food and Drug Administration has warned the public not to consume a brand of frozen shrimp sold at Walmart stores in 13 states because it may have been exposed to radioactive material.
The FDA recommended in a notice Tuesday that Walmart recall three lots of Great Value brand frozen raw shrimp processed by the Indonesian company PT. Bahari Makmur Sejati, saying that it detected the radioactive isotope Cesium-137, or Cs-137, in a single shipment of the product that "did not enter U.S. commerce."
Though the level of Cs-137 detected would not have posed an acute health risk to consumers, the FDA said, it could cause problems if contaminated shrimp were consumed over an extended period. It said no product that has tested positive or alerted for Cs-137 has been sold in the United States, but it did not rule out that other shipments could have been exposed and said it is investigating.
The FDA advised consumers who bought the product not to eat it and to throw it away. It said the product was sold in Walmart stores in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas and West Virginia.
In a statement Wednesday, Walmart said it issued a sales restriction and removed the product from its stores. "The health and safety of our customers is always a top priority," the company said, adding that it is working with its supplier to investigate the incident.

Walmart removed the Great Value raw frozen shrimp from its stores in 13 states. (Siddharth Cavale/Reuters)


Cesium-137 is a radioactive isotope created during nuclear fission. It is used in radiation therapy for cancers, as well as in medical equipment and industrial gauges. It can be found in small quantities in the air, soil and water, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. But exposure to large, concentrated quantities of Cs-137 is dangerous: It can increase the risk of cancer and can cause burns, acute radiation sickness and even death, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.
The FDA said it was first alerted by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents that Cs-137 was detected in shipping containers at ports in Houston, Los Angeles, Miami and Savannah. The agency conducted tests and confirmed the presence of Cs-137 in one sample of breaded shrimp, which "appears to have been prepared, packed, or held under insanitary conditions whereby it may have become contaminated," it said.
BMS Foods, the operating name of PT. Bahari Makmur Sejati, did not immediately respond to a request for comment made outside of business hours on Wednesday.
The FDA said the concentration of Cs-137 it detected in the affected sample was far lower than the levels at which the agency's guidelines recommend introducing protective measures for consumers. But it said it had taken action because repeated low-dose exposure to Cs-137, including through consuming contaminated food or water over time, can cause "an elevated risk of cancer, resulting from damage to DNA within living cells of the body."
Walmart received shipments of the Great Value brand's frozen raw shrimp after the Cs-137 contamination was first detected by CBP, but those shipments "did not alert for Cs-137," the FDA said, adding that those batches should be recalled.
The agency said its investigation is ongoing. It said it has temporarily restricted imports from PT. Bahari Makmur Sejati and is working with Indonesian seafood regulatory authorities to find the source of the contamination.
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Europe
Russia's strikes on U.S. factory show it has no interest in peace, Ukraine says
If Putin rejects a bilateral summit with Ukraine's leader, the U.S. should take strong measures, Zelensky said. Russia said much needs to be worked out before a meeting is possible.

A resident walks along a street near the site of a Russian missile strike, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in the village of Sknyliv on the outskirts of Lviv, Ukraine on Thursday. (Roman Baluk/Reuters)


By David   Stern, Anastacia Galouchka, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-08-21
KYIV -- Russian missiles and drones slammed into Ukraine overnight Thursday with targets including a U.S.-owned business that President Volodymyr Zelensky said showed how Russia was not interested in peace.
The attack, which involved almost 600 drones and 40 missiles, comes days after two summits chaired by President Donald Trump were meant to resolve the war, which is in its fourth year. The bombardment hit targets in the rarely touched far west of the country and was the largest attack since early July, when Russia sent more than 700 drones and missiles into Ukraine.
In a post on Truth Social on Thursday, Trump expressed sympathy for Ukraine, which has been subjected to relentless Russian attacks and does not have comparable weapons to attack its invader. "It's like a great team in sports that has a fantastic defense, but is not allowed to play offense. There is no chance of winning! It is like that with Ukraine and Russia. Crooked and grossly incompetent Joe Biden would not let Ukraine FIGHT BACK, only DEFEND."
The Biden administration limited the kinds of weapons sent to Ukraine to avoid antagonizing Russia, but the Trump administration has periodically cut off weapons supplies and now insists they be paid for.
Zelensky responded to the president's message saying Russian President Vladimir Putin needed to be pressured and Ukrainians protected. "President Trump is absolutely right: this must be done not only in defense. But at the same time, we do not reduce efforts in diplomacy, in all our contacts with partners, so that negotiations still take place."
Ukraine and its Western allies, including the United States, are hammering out the "architecture" of security guarantees for Ukraine that would be ready in the next seven to 10 days, Zelensky said in remarks released Thursday. After the talks, he hopes to meet with his Russian counterpart to discuss a final peace deal. The security talks are underway in Brussels.
If Putin refuses to meet with Zelensky, a key part of Trump's push for peace, Ukraine "would like to see a strong reaction from the United States," Zelensky added, suggesting measures to hurt Russia's economy, including secondary sanctions and tariffs on those trading with the country.
While the White House has maintained that Russia has agreed to the bilateral meeting between the two leaders and it could take place in a week, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has repeatedly quashed expectations of anything imminent.
"Putin is ready to meet with Zelensky only if all issues requiring discussion at the highest level are thoroughly worked out," he said Thursday, a process that could a very long time.
The overnight drone attack was noteworthy for going after targets in the far west of the country, including against an American-Singapore electronics company Flex, which has a production facility in the city of Mukachevo, in the mountainous Transcarpathia region. That attack caused a large fire, injuring at least 23.
"It was an ordinary civilian enterprise, an American investment," Zelensky wrote. "They produced such familiar household items as coffee machines. And this is also a target for the Russians. Very telling."
Russian forces "delivered this strike as if nothing had changed at all," he said. "There is still no signal from Moscow that they are really going to go into meaningful negotiations to end this war."

People take shelter inside a metro station during an air raid alert amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Thursday. (Alina Smutko/Reuters)


Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha wrote on X that the Flex factory was a "fully civilian facility that has nothing to do with defense or the military," adding that Russian airstrikes had damaged other American businesses in the past, including the offices of Boeing earlier this year.
Flex began as a start-up in 1969, "making circuit boards for the growing number of companies in Silicon Valley," a post on the company website from 2019 said. Now it is a multinational in more than 30 countries with some 160,000 employees.
Mukachevo Mayor Andriy Baloha wrote on Facebook that the company provides "work for thousands of residents" of city and the surrounding region.
Russia's Defense Ministry said the overnight strikes targeted on military and energy infrastructure.
Zelensky and European leaders have called for a ceasefire in the fighting to assist negotiations -- a demand that Trump had supported until an about-face after a meeting last week in Alaska with Putin.
One of the major results of Monday's meeting in Washington between Zelensky, Trump and European leaders was a pledge to come up with a framework for security guarantees to back any eventual peace deal to resolve the conflict, now in its fourth year.
Zelensky said the guarantees, which would assure that Russia would not launch another assault on Ukraine in the years to come, would be similar to NATO's Article 5, which assures mutual defense by all its members if one member is attacked.
In his remarks Thursday, however, Lavrov accused Ukraine and European leaders of seeking to roll back the progress of the Putin-Trump meeting in Alaska and maintained that talk of security guarantees had involved Russian participation. "Everything else is a futile endeavor," he said.
"Providing Ukraine with security guarantees through foreign military intervention is completely unacceptable," he added. "Ukraine is clearly demonstrating that it is not interested in a sustainable and long-term resolution of the conflict."

A firefighter works at the site of a Russian missile strike, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in the village of Sknyliv on the outskirts of Lviv, Ukraine on Thursday. (Roman Baluk/Reuters)


The overnight assault brought wave after wave of missiles and drones launched from various locations in Russia and lasted for hours until the all clear sounded after 6 a.m. At least one person was killed in the western city of Lviv, city officials wrote on social media.
The missiles and drones hit 11 locations and falling debris damaged another three sites, Ukraine's air force said on Telegram.
In Lviv, "strikes were recorded in several districts of the city at multiple locations," the emergency services wrote. "Private houses, nonresidential buildings and vehicles were damaged. Fires broke out."
Ukrainian drones, meanwhile, struck Russia's Novoshakhtinsk oil refinery in the nearby Rostov region in a continuing campaign against the country's refinery capacity that has sent gasoline prices soaring.
The Moscow Times has calculated that repeated strikes in August have already disabled 13 percent of the country's refining capacity, shutting down at least four refineries. Local media has reported gas lines in some cities and record prices at the pump.
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Africa
Uganda says it reached deal with U.S. to take 'third country' deportees
The East African country said it made a "temporary" deal to accept people who were not granted asylum in the United States.

People wade into the waters of Lake Victoria in Entebbe, Uganda. (David Goldman/AP)


By Victoria Craw, Rael Ombuor | 2025-08-21
Uganda said it agreed on a "temporary" deal to accept people deported from the United States, becoming the latest country to take in migrants in what the U.S. has called "third country" deportations.
The agreement between Uganda and the U.S. will apply to "Third Country Nationals who may not be granted asylum in the United States but are reluctant to or may have concerns about returning to their countries of origin," according to a statement from the Ugandan Foreign Ministry's permanent secretary, Bagiire Vincent Waiswa, that was posted on X. Waiswa did not immediately respond to a request for more details.
Uganda joins a growing list of countries that have agreed to take in migrants deported from the United States. Last month, the U.S. deported five men to Eswatini and eight men to South Sudan.
Uganda's Foreign Ministry said it will accept deportees, providing they do not have criminal records or are not unaccompanied minors. It added that Uganda prefers to take in people from African countries.
It was not immediately clear how many deportees the East African county would take or when the deal would be implemented. Details of the agreement are being worked out, the statement said, but it added that the deal had been "concluded."
In response to questions from The Washington Post, the White House did not say whether a deal was in place or provide any further details.
The State Department declined to comment on private negotiations, but said in a statement it is "doing everything possible to support the President's policy of keeping Americans safe by removing illegal aliens who have no right to be in the United States."
The Department of Homeland Security did not reply to requests for comment.
Henry Oryem Okello, a senior Ugandan Foreign Ministry official, told the Associated Press that the government remains in discussions with U.S. officials about visas, tariffs, sanctions and other related issues.
Oryem Okello, who is state minister for international relations, also questioned why Uganda would take people rejected by their own countries. "We are talking about ...  people who are unwanted in their own countries. How can we integrate them into local communities in Uganda?" he said.
The Trump administration has also deported hundreds of migrants from nations as far-flung as China and Vietnam to Panama and Costa Rica. Its policy of deporting people to countries where they are not citizens is a sharp change for the U.S., where such expulsions have been rare. However, other countries such as Britain and Australia have tried to carry out such a policy.
Tobi Raji contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Israel pounds neighborhoods as operation to take Gaza City underway
The planned offensive has drawn condemnation from the United Nations, which warned it would lead to the forced displacement of about a million Palestinians.

Smoke rises after an Israeli strike in Gaza City on Thursday. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


By Claire Parker, Lior Soroka, Siham Shamalakh | 2025-08-21
JERUSALEM -- Israeli strikes pummeled Gaza City and its surroundings Thursday after officials announced the launch of a widely anticipated operation to seize and occupy the enclave's largest metropolis, despite condemnation from the international community, Palestinian residents and many Israelis who turned out this week in record numbers to protest the assault.
Israeli warplanes and helicopters circled Gaza City, hitting buildings there overnight and into Thursday morning, while heavy artillery pounded the neighborhoods of Shejaiya in the east and Sabra in the south, residents reported. The military said it already began "initial warning discussions with medical officials and international organizations" to prepare for the mass evacuation of the city, including its hospitals.
"We have begun the preliminary actions, and already now IDF troops are holding the outskirts of Gaza City," Israel Defense Forces spokesman Brig. Gen. Effie Defrin said late Wednesday. He added that Israeli forces were also operating in Jabalya, north of the city, and in the southern neighborhood of Zeitoun.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was expected to visit the headquarters of the military's Southern Command on Thursday to formally sign off on the plans, Israel's Channel 12 reported. Netanyahu's office said Wednesday evening that he had ordered the military to speed up the timing of the operation.
Israel's security cabinet green-lit Netanyahu's proposal to occupy Gaza City, one of the few remaining areas in the Gaza Strip outside of Israel's control, at a meeting earlier this month. The decision came as hard-liners in the prime minister's government called for Israel to occupy the entire Gaza Strip. Senior military leaders opposed the plan, and IDF chief of staff Eyal Zamir argued that the military had already "met and even exceeded" its objectives in Gaza.
The planned operation has drawn condemnation from the United Nations and countries around the world, which warned it would lead to the forced displacement of about a million Palestinians in the area and deepen the suffering of civilians throughout the territory.
In Israel, hundreds of thousands of people protested the plan on Sunday, arguing that it would endanger the 20 hostages still believed to be alive in Gaza and strain already exhausted reservists.
Members of a forum representing families of current and former Israeli hostages in Gaza called Wednesday for an urgent meeting with defense ministry officials to ask how the military would ensure that Hamas captors would not execute the hostages as Israeli troops close in -- as they did in August 2024, when Hamas militants shot six Israeli captives in southern Gaza.
"Approving plans to invade Gaza while a deal is already on the table for Netanyahu to approve is nothing less than sabotage in the making -- a knife to the heart of the families and the Israeli public," the forum said in a statement.
Those pleas appear to have been ignored, and Israel has stalled on responding to a last-minute diplomatic push by Egypt and Qatar to stave off the invasion. The mediators persuaded Hamas to sign onto a proposal Monday for an initial 60-day ceasefire that tracks almost exactly with a U.S.-backed framework to which Israel had previously agreed. But Israeli officials signaled in recent days that they are no longer willing to consider a phased ceasefire that would only bring about the release of roughly half of the hostages in the initial stage.
Instead, Israel -- which already controls 75 percent of the Gaza Strip, according to its own estimation -- appears to be moving full steam ahead toward the conquest of Gaza City. The IDF issued call-up orders Wednesday for some 60,000 reserve soldiers for early September, military officials said. Between 120,000 and 130,000 reservists overall are expected to take part in the new offensive.
The first stages will mostly involve five divisions of active-duty forces operating throughout Gaza, with a focus on Gaza City, an Israeli military official told reporters Wednesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the military.
The official said the operation has been "carefully planned" and will be carried out gradually and involve an "expansion of our ongoing humanitarian efforts." The IDF was working to establish more aid distribution sites, beyond the four hubs run by the controversial U.S.- and Israeli-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation in areas of southern Gaza under Israeli military control, the official said.
Israel launched its war on Gaza in response to the Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, during which Palestinian militants killed about 1,200 people and took 251 hostage. Since then, the Israeli military has leveled and occupied much of Gaza, killing more than 62,000 people there, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and has displaced nearly the entire population at least once. The ministry's toll does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but it includes figures that show the majority of the dead are women and children.
Tight Israeli restrictions on humanitarian aid entering Gaza, along with rising insecurity, are fueling a hunger crisis in the enclave, where health authorities say 271 people, including 112 children, have died of starvation and malnutrition during the war, most of them since mid-July.
Intense Israeli strikes over the past 10 days in eastern and southern Gaza City -- a prelude to the ground operation -- have already driven thousands of people to flee, according to the U.N. and international organizations tracking population movements. The attacks "indicate that the systematic destruction of Gaza City is already underway," the U.N. human rights office said in a statement Wednesday.
Ishaq Badawi, 56, was one of them. He had been living in a tent near the rubble of his house in Gaza City's Zeitoun neighborhood with his wife and their seven children. The shelling and airstrikes grew so intense there last week that he decided to rent a truck for about $1,000, load it with blankets, clothes, his kids and his partially paralyzed wife, and drive southwest to Mawasi, an area along the coast that is already packed with displaced people.
"All we heard were explosions, ambulances and people screaming, trapped or wounded. The nights were really rough," he said of his final days in Zeitoun. "We just couldn't take it anymore."
The IDF issued evacuation orders for the neighborhood in early August. The ensuing assault there -- which began Aug. 11 and has involved ground troops, airstrikes and the use of explosive robots -- has already destroyed hundreds of homes and civilian buildings, including schools, according to the Palestinian Center for Human Rights.
In Gaza City's historic district, residents are torn over whether to stay or go. The Israeli military sent evacuation notices to people in the area by mobile phone on Thursday, said Wejdan al-Baraqani, 36, who lives with her mother there.
"No one walks in the streets. From time to time, drones and helicopters fire live rounds. We also hear heavy artillery pounding Shejaiya and Sabra," she said, adding that she could hear military vehicles moving in the distance.
"Of course I'm afraid. But where could we go?" she added. "We already went south once and came back. Anyone who's been displaced before doesn't want to relive that misery."
Baraqani said she hopes the proximity of her house to Gaza's only Catholic church will confer some protection. But the church has been attacked before, most recently in July.
Defrin, the IDF spokesman, said that the Gaza City operation would require the evacuation of the area's hospitals, including al-Shifa and al-Ahli hospitals, which are only partially functioning. Throughout the war, Israeli forces have repeatedly attacked health care facilities, forcing patients and medical personnel to leave them. Medical staff later returned to those facilities to resume treating casualties and seeing patients.
Issam Abu Ajwa, a general surgery consultant at al-Ahli Hospital, said Thursday that his facility and al-Shifa combined had received 30 bodies in the preceding 24 hours of people shot while waiting for aid or killed in Israeli strikes. Doctors tended to dozens of wounded patients in that time.
"As doctors and medical staff, we will remain with the wounded until the very end," he said. "If evacuation becomes necessary, we will not leave until every injured person has been taken out."
The IDF said Thursday that it began "discussions" earlier in the week to warn health officials about the need to evacuate. At a news conference, the director of al-Shifa Hospital, Mohamed Abu Salmiya, said the Israeli military asked hospital officials to prepare a plan for possible evacuation. But, he said, "no official evacuation order has been issued for hospitals in Gaza City at this time."
Hospitals in the south of Gaza, where people displaced from Gaza City are expected to go, are over capacity and "barely able to provide for the people already there," Olga Cherevko, spokeswoman for the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Gaza, wrote in a text message.
The U.N. human rights office called the mass displacement of civilians from Gaza City a breach of international law and warned that Israel's operation risks "triggering an unprecedented, life-threatening humanitarian crisis and permanently extinguishing the Palestinian presence in Gaza's largest urban area."
"It is vital to reach immediately a ceasefire in Gaza," U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said Thursday.
Soroka reported from Tel Aviv and Shamalakh from Cairo. Louisa Loveluck in London and Abbie Cheeseman in Beirut contributed to this report.
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Europe
Injured hiker ate grass, drank urine to survive 6 days in Norwegian wild
American journalist Alec Luhn recounted his harrowing survival in Norway's wilderness after a hiking accident left him with a broken leg.

Journalist Alec Luhn in Moscow in June 2017. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


By Vivian Ho | 2025-08-21
The fall took place in an instant, but the descent felt like it would never stop.
As Alec Luhn tumbled down a steep mountain face in Norway's Folgefonna National Park -- bouncing off rocks and grasping at anything to halt his plunge -- he had long enough to think: This is it. This is the big one. "This is the terrifying, really bad moment when the accident happens," Luhn recalled in an interview with The Washington Post.
It was the sort of situation that Luhn, an American climate journalist and experienced outdoorsman, read about in books and news articles. A large rock broke his free fall, which bloodied his head and scrapped the skin off his hands. As he would later find out, he also broke his femur in two and fractured his pelvis in three places and about half a dozen vertebrae.
But for Luhn, 38, the worst was yet to come -- he was alone and had lost his cellphone, water bottle and most of his food in the fall. He now had to survive with no liquids, minimal food and even less mobility until rescuers eventually found him six days later.
Speaking from a hospital in Bergen, Norway, where he is recovering, Luhn said he got through by drinking his urine, eating grass, focusing on his immediate needs and thinking about his loved ones.
"On the one hand, it was daunting," Luhn said. "On the other hand, my decision was made for me. I couldn't get out of it. I couldn't walk out. I couldn't move up the mountain, even to search for my phone. So I just needed to stay there."

Luhn had decided during a family vacation in Bergen to extend his time in Norway for a solo hike at Folgefonna National Park. (iStock)


The accident happened July 31, the first day of Luhn's planned four-day trip. He had decided during a family vacation in Bergen to extend his time in Norway to hike to see Breidablikkbrea, one of the country's largest glaciers located thousands of feet above sea level.
His wife flew home to England with the expectation that Luhn would likely not have strong cellphone service on the trek and she would not hear from him until around Aug. 4, the day of his planned return flight.
The trip began uneventful enough. Luhn caught a ride into the park and headed up a popular trail to view the glacier tongue. But near the top of the trail, Luhn said he noticed the sole of his left boot starting to coming off.
Looking back, he said, he should have turned back then. But he continued to another trail, venturing higher to better admire the clear blue meltwater lake and the shape of the ice. It was about 10 p.m. but the sun was still out. He had only been hiking for about six hours and wasn't tired, so he decided to keep going over into the next valley.
Then, he said, "I just took a wrong step. I don't remember exactly how it happened, but I took a step and slipped and started sliding."
Luhn said he thinks he passed out shortly after he crashed into the rock that stopped his fall. When he came to the next day, he was in tremendous pain. When he tried to move his broken leg, it would "flop around," he said.
He realized that it would take three or four days before his wife could determine that something had gone wrong and sound the alarm.
"My first thought was, this is really, really bad," he said. "Then I thought, I'm in it to win it now. I've got to stay here and stay alive until somebody notices that I'm missing."
He had lost his phone and most of his food, but had his backpack with his sleeping gear and some snacks. Nearby, there was also moss and grass, which he ate to sustain him, he said.
The weather was fair the first few days. Luhn used his tentpole and rain jacket to create a makeshift shelter, and huddled in his sleeping bag for warmth.
The lack of water caught up to him after two days. He was so thirsty that when he tried to eat the granola bars and peanuts in his backpack, they felt like "concrete" paste in his mouth that he could not swallow. He was so desperate for any kind of liquid that he popped a blister on his hand to drink the blood, he said.
He remembered learning as a child that going three days without water could be fatal -- so, reluctantly, he urinated into an empty water pouch and drank minimal amounts of that to survive.
The next day, it rained. He collected all he could, sucking up the droplets that collected in the creases of his sleeping bag. "It was the best thing I ever tasted," he laughed. But then the rain didn't stop. He got wet, then cold.
On Aug. 4, his wife reported him missing. A search-and-rescue team set out to find him but the constant rain and wind made their job difficult and Luhn, in the Norwegian wild, didn't see anything.
The following day, the clouds were so low that Luhn said he couldn't tell where the clouds ended and the mountains began. He said he could not help but wonder: "This actually might be it. I might not make it through this."
From their home in Brighton, southern England, his wife, Veronika Silchenko, couldn't eat or sleep as she worried about her husband, she said.
Silchenko, also a journalist, said while she always worries when Luhn goes on solo trips, "I knew that he would do everything he could to wait for us to rescue him." Luhn, a former foreign correspondent who has reported from Siberia, the Arctic Ocean, Canada and Alaska, would do whatever he needed to survive, Silchenko said.
"I didn't doubt that for a minute because he's very strong, mentally and physically," she said in a phone interview.
Luhn was rescued on Aug. 6 and transferred to the hospital, where doctors found that in addition to broken bones, he also got severe frostbite on his feet, he said.  Though he has a long road ahead, doctors believe he will make a full recovery, Silchenko said.
Upon reuniting with his wife, Luhn -- ever the journalist -- was asking for a pen and paper to take notes, Silchenko said.
"I spent a lot of time thinking about my wife and my family and how silly it was that here I was possibly going to die because I wanted to do a cool hike around this glacier," Luhn said. "Being trapped on that mountain gave me a chance to see what I would regret if I died."
After everything, Silchenko  is sure he'll be hiking again. "I cannot imagine Alec Luhn not being able to hike, but" -- she said with a laugh -- "he is definitely not hiking alone. He's banned from solo hiking."
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Europe
Ukrainian suspect arrested 3 years after alleged Nord Stream pipelines sabotage
The suspect is accused of being part of group that placed explosives on the pipelines after hiring a yacht that departed from Germany's Baltic coast.

The gas leak at Nord Stream 2, as seen from above Bornholm, Denmark, on Sept. 27, 2022. (Danish Defense Command/Ritzau Scanpix/Reuters)


By Kate Brady | 2025-08-21
BERLIN -- A Ukrainian national was arrested in Italy on suspicion of helping coordinate the 2022 undersea explosions that damaged the Nord Stream gas pipelines in the Baltic Sea, German federal prosecutors said Thursday.
The man, identified by Italian police as a 49-year-old, is accused of causing an explosion, and sabotage and destruction of structures. The arrest comes nearly three years after underwater blasts ripped through the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines between Russia and Germany near Denmark's Bornholm island on Sept. 26, 2022.
European governments quickly labeled the attacks an act of sabotage, while Russia accused Western governments of responsibility. Ukraine has denied any involvement.
Italian police detained the man overnight Wednesday into Thursday in the northern Rimini province in cooperation with international agencies, prosecutors said. In line with German privacy laws, the Federal Prosecutor's Office identified the suspect only as Serhii K. The arrest followed a European warrant issued last week by Germany's Federal Court of Justice.
In a statement Thursday, Italian police said the man was arrested during the raid of a bungalow in the municipality of San Clemente where he had been spending time with his family.
"The man surrendered without resistance," police said.
Germany's Justice Minister Stefanie Hubig described the arrest as an "impressive investigative success."
Prosecutors said Serhii K. is suspected of being part of a group that allegedly placed explosives on the pipelines after hiring a sailing yacht that departed from Rostock, on Germany's Baltic coast.
"The yacht had previously been rented from a German company with the help of forged identity documents via intermediaries," German prosecutors said.
After the attack, questions quickly emerged about how the explosives were placed on the pipelines. Experts suggested that trained divers likely planted them at the sites.
The blasts occurred amid Europe's energy crisis, seven months after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, intensifying efforts by European governments to secure alternative energy supplies and highlighting the vulnerability of critical infrastructure.
Nord Stream 1 had been Germany's primary gas link from Russia until Moscow halted flows at the end of August 2022. Nord Stream 2 was completed at the time of the attack but never became operational after Berlin froze its certification days before Russia's full-scale invasion.
The pipelines had long drawn criticism from the United States and several allies, who argued that they threatened Europe's energy security by deepening reliance on Russian gas.
Prosecutors said the suspect will be transferred from Italy to Germany, where he will appear before the investigating judge of the Federal Court of Justice.
Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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Americas
Amid crackdown, Mexicans are sending less money home. It's leaving a mark.
Falling remittances are squeezing businesses, impacting jobs and leaving homes half-built - conditions that typically drive people to migrate.

A former San Bartolome Quialana resident, now working in Anaheim, California, sends funds for the construction for her house. 


By Teo Armus, Karla Gachet | 2025-08-21
SAN BARTOLOME QUIALANA, Mexico -- For decades, young people in this hillside village have had two options: harvest corn or head north.
So many left, to work as gardeners and cooks in Southern California, that the money they sent home fueled an economic transformation.
The small adobe homes in this Zapotec community of about 2,500 people gave way to two-story cement houses with wrought-iron gates. Roads were paved. A basketball court rose near the town center.
The migrants' cash created jobs in construction and helped launch small businesses. In March, local leaders dedicated a peach-colored welcome arch at the town's entrance. A plaque at its base honored "the invaluable help of our countrymen working abroad."
But as the Trump administration has pushed many of Quialana's sons and daughters back to Mexico, and prompted many of those who remain in the United States to cut back on work, much of the once-steady construction in the village has come to a halt. Now the gates hide the unfinished walls of "California-style" facades.

Children play in a basketball court funded by remittances. 



Lucy, 16, helps her mom sell food in town. Her father left for the U.S. five years ago but stopped sending money back when he started a new family. 


Rosa Gomez Hernandez, 37, used money sent by her father and a nephew to start a small embroidery business. But with their costs in the U.S. rising and their earnings falling, their monthly payments have fallen from $1,500 to $500.
Most of it, she said, is spent on costly medicine for her brother's chronic condition. The total is likely to drop further next year, when her 63-year-old father plans to return home.
"Up north is where we've gotten the money for everything -- to build houses, to take care of families, to sow in the fields," she said. "If they don't send money, the town stops."
Remittances from the United States, which reached $60 billion last year, have helped to drive development across Mexico. They made up about 3.5 percent of Mexico's GDP last year -- and just over 10 percent here in the Pacific Coast state of Oaxaca, a major source of migrants to the U.S.
June recorded a 16.2 percent drop in remittances year over year, the steepest decline for that month on record, the Bank of Mexico reported. Officials in Quialana, whose residents must travel down a steep mountainside to a city to cash their checks, estimate payments are down by a third.
Many here blame President Donald Trump and his immigration crackdown. The Mexico City daily La Jornada decried the "manhunt," which it said was causing a "drop in the cash transfers on which millions of families depend."

Young people in San Bartolome Quialana for decades have had two options: harvest corn or head north. 



Rosa Gomez Hernandez and other Quialana residents sell produce at the market in Tlacolula, an active town down a steep mountainside from Quialana. 



Rosa Gomez Hernandez and Epifanio Gomez Hernandez sell embroidered goods at the market. Rosa used money sent by her father and a nephew to start the small business. 


But some academics see trends that began well before Trump first ran for office: The Mexican population in the U.S. has decreased over the past 15 years, and the ties linking those Mexican immigrants to their homelands have grown more distant.
"It's not Mexicans' first rodeo," said Manuel Orozco, director of the program on migration and remittances at the Inter-American Dialogue, a Washington-based think tank. "It's that remittances have a life cycle that is only renewed with new migration."
The decline in payments to Mexico contrasts with a surge in money to Central America. As migration from Mexico has declined, more immigrants from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador have arrived. They say Trump's immigration crackdown has pushed them to send more money home.
In Mexico, Orozco predicted, the drop is likely to cause local economies to contract, which could encourage more people here to head north -- an outcome at odds with Trump administration aims.
A spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security said "the Trump administration is putting American communities first -- not Mexican communities."
"American dollars should stay in American pockets, not flow across the border with a handout," Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement. "Illegal immigrants, who siphon the economic prosperity of this country, should immediately remigrate."
But in Quialana, the voluntary return of some migrants, the removal of others and rising fear among those still in the U.S. are leaving a mark.
Families now struggle to pay medical bills. Men who relied on construction work are going back to the cornfields. And the half-built houses are staying that way.

Fidel and Lola Gomez recently returned to San Bartolome Quialana after 28 years in California, where Fidel built and ran a successful real estate business. They cried when they saw the dirt streets in Quialana had been paved, he said. 


The Gomez family spent the morning griddling tortillas, whipping up a celebratory batch of the thick cacao drink tejate and stewing chicken barbacoa.
Relatives gathered around the long foldout table they'd rented. A woman crammed the kitchen with welcome-home gifts: giant arrangements of pink and white roses and lilies for Lidia Sanchez and her future mother-in-law, Asuncion, plus baskets of fruit, Cheetos and yogurt for her three kids.
Sanchez, 26, left Quialana more than two decades ago to join her dad in Los Angeles. She grew up speaking English, not Spanish or Zapotec, and obtained DACA protections from deportation for migrants brought to the U.S. as children. Now she was returning to a town she did not remember. Her fiance, Armando, had stayed in Los Angeles to keep working.
Her homecoming has meant an end to the checks she sent back monthly from her gig at Target to fund the final touches on the couple's dream home -- nearly complete with a nine-burner stovetop and white granite countertops.
They had been talking about coming back, she said, but ramped-up immigration enforcement in Los Angeles in June -- including, she said, at her kids' school -- sealed the deal.
The U.S. deported more than 56,000 Mexicans between Trump's inauguration in January and June, according to Mexican government figures. It's harder to track how many, like Sanchez, have left of their own accord. Quialana leaders estimate that a handful of families have returned every month this year.
Men in Sanchez's family spent their teens and 20s traveling between their families in Oaxaca and economic opportunities in Anaheim or Riverside, California. The illegal trip across the border near San Diego cost about $100. They would settle in California, crowd into apartments and work long hours in restaurants or landscaping.

Tomasa Perez Sanchez attaches a bundle she uses to plant corn on her land. One of her sons works as a gardener in Anaheim and sends money to his family in Mexico. 



Perez Sanchez plants corn on her land. Her husband used money from working in the U.S. as a gardener to buy 3 hectares of land, where they plant corn and other staples. 



Perez Sanchez and her husband, Ramon, keep their animals at their son's house, where there is more space. 


After a few years, they'd return to Oaxaca to farm alongside their parents and wives. Then they'd repeat the cycle.
The math was simple: "What a farmer earns in one month," Quialana town secretary Juan Carlos Gomez Sanchez said, "a migrant would earn in a week or less."
But as the border hardened in the 1990s and illegal crossings became more expensive, people tended to stay where they were. Some, including Sanchez's dad, Paulino, called their wives and kids to California.
Families put down roots, got degrees and started small businesses, part of the massive Mexican community in the U.S. that peaked in 2011 at 11.7 million, the Migration Policy Institute estimates.
Sanchez has few memories of life here and knows little about farming or construction. While her U.S.-born son Brice, 8, zoomed around in Spider-Man pajamas holding a Game Boy, she said she hoped to eventually restart the small eyelash extension business she ran in Los Angeles.
His grandmother nudged a casserole filled with the reddish barbacoa stew toward him.
"Try some," she said. "It's good."
He shook his head. He didn't like how it looked.

Perez Sanchez secures the wire fence outside her son's new house. The home was built in a year. 


For years, the amount of money sent home by the Mexicans that then-President Vicente Fox once called VIPs -- "Very Important Paisanos" -- grew faster than the number of those paisanos.
Their cash was a kind of foreign aid that created jobs, seeded businesses and sent children to school.
"It's not something that shows up in national measures of infrastructure or economic growth, but it's a gigantic contribution to development," said Michael Clemens, an economist at George Mason University who studies migration. "Remittances get invested not in infrastructure or in factories but in human capital and in schooling."

Artemio Raymundo Pablo's six children live in Anaheim and are struggling to send him money for his kidney treatment. Some are undocumented and saving in case they get deported. 


Artemio Raymundo Pablo, 63, worked 16 years in the U.S. as a landscaper before returning home to seek treatment for kidney failure. He now needs a $70 hemodialysis treatment two times a week. He has long relied on his children, who live in Anaheim, for help.
But his children, now fearful of deportation, have stopped going to work. Pablo doesn't know how he will pay for his treatment.
"They have their own lives there and their own expenses," he said, tears rolling down his face.
Down the road, a two-story house with Tuscan columns and a round balcony stands half-built. Rectangular gaps in the white concrete wait for windows and doors. Stacks of bricks lie exposed to the elements.

Gaspar Sanchez Sanchez, right, was recently deported after working in Southern California for about two years. 



Maria Rosa Sanchez Sanchez, 4, looks out a window in her family's unfinished home. 



The family started to build the home but needs more money to finish it. 


It's likely to stay that way, said Gaspar Sanchez Sanchez, the owner's 27-year-old nephew. His uncle is also avoiding work, and his remittances have grown irregular.
Sanchez Sanchez's own property next door was like this just a few weeks ago.
He, too, had been working in Southern California to build his home here. He and a fellow laborer had stopped at a gas station to pick up some Gatorade, he said, when immigration officers surrounded their white Toyota Tundra and asked them to prove they had legal status. He was soon on a bus back to Oaxaca.
"They're in their rights to have taken me," he said. "It's an abuse, but I don't have any papers."
He was short about two-thirds of the $30,000 needed to finish the structure. But he couldn't stand to keep his family living on a construction site, so he borrowed the money.
His debt could push him back across the border, he acknowledged. But for now, he'll wait until Trump is out of office.
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Middle East conflict
Trump expands sanctions against ICC officials over Israel, U.S. investigations
The State Department called the court a "national security threat" over inquests targeting the United States and Israel.

The International Criminal Court in The Hague on March 12. (Wolfgang Rattay/Reuters)


By Cate Brown | 2025-08-21
The United States imposed new sanctions against members of the International Criminal Court on Wednesday, targeting two judges and two prosecutors over investigations into alleged U.S. and Israeli war crimes.
The measures expand a sanctions campaign that began shortly after Trump's return to office, resuming his first-term fight against the ICC. Since February, the U.S. has imposed sanctions on six judges, as well as Karim Khan, the ICC's chief prosecutor, and his two deputies.
The sanctions effectively freeze the U.S. assets of the ICC officials and bar them from entering the country.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio called the court a "national security threat" in a statement Wednesday. He said the officials were placed under sanctions for their work to "investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute nationals of the United States or Israel" without the consent of either nation.
Trump's latest sanctions campaign stems from actions that date back to his first term. In 2020, the ICC appeals chamber unanimously voted to authorize an investigation into alleged crimes committed in Afghanistan by the Taliban, Afghan government forces and U.S. troops since May 2003, provoking U.S. sanctions against ICC officials. And in 2024, the court issued arrest warrants for Israeli and Hamas officials, drawing condemnation from Israeli leaders and the Biden administration.
The Trump administration has said that the ICC has no jurisdiction over U.S. or Israeli officials because neither country is party to the Rome Statute, the 2002 treaty that established the ICC.
ICC officials maintain that the court is authorized to investigate alleged crimes committed in Afghanistan and the Palestinian territories because both have ratified the treaty. Countries that are party to the Rome Statute are obliged to act on ICC arrest warrants.
The fresh batch of designations comes amid escalating international and domestic pressure for Israel to end the war in Gaza as Israeli troops prepare to advance into Gaza City.
In its 2024 warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former defense minister Yoav Gallant, the court stated that there were "reasonable grounds" to believe both leaders could be found criminally responsible for crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in Gaza, including the use of starvation as a method of warfare.
The court also sought arrest warrants for three Hamas leaders, all of whom have been killed by the Israeli military.
Three ICC officials were singled out for their role in the Israeli probe: French judge Nicolas Yann Guillou, for presiding over a pretrial panel that issued warrants for the Israeli leaders' arrest; and deputy prosecutors Nazhat Shameem Khan and Mame Mandiaye Niang for supporting the ongoing investigation.
Kimberly Prost, a Canadian judge elected to the ICC during Trump's first term, was placed under sanctions for ruling in 2020 to authorize the ICC's investigation into the actions of U.S. personnel in Afghanistan, a State Department statement said.
The Afghanistan investigation stalled when the former Afghan government asked the court to defer to its domestic investigation. When Khan eventually resumed that work, he said he would "de-prioritize" investigations into alleged crimes by Afghan security forces and U.S. personnel. In July, the court issued arrest warrants for the Taliban's supreme leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada, and Afghanistan's chief justice, Abdul Hakim Haqqani.
The ICC has called the latest round of sanctions "a flagrant attack" against an impartial institution and said in a statement that it would continue to fulfill its mandate, undeterred.
In April, two American human rights activists filed a lawsuit against the Trump administration for inhibiting their work with the ICC. In July, a Maine federal judge ruled in their favor in issuing a preliminary injunction, stating that Trump's targeted sanctions regime was "likely" to have violated the lawyers' First Amendment rights.
Trump officials decided not to appeal the court's decision and have until Sept. 4 to respond to the complaint.
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World
Trump says he has 'solved' 7 conflicts. Here's what to know about them.
As Trump pushes for a peace deal to end Russia's invasion of Ukraine, he says he has ended a growing list of conflicts. In some of them, his role remains contested.

The house of Anwar Sheikh is seen on May 15 following cross-border shelling in Banda, India. (Saumya Khandelwal/For The Washington Post)


By Susannah George, Joshua Yang, Cate Brown | 2025-08-20
Amid President Donald Trump's push to secure a peace deal in Ukraine, he has taken frequent opportunity to claim success in efforts to end other conflicts around the world.
In recent days, he repeated claims to have ended six, and on Tuesday, the list grew to seven: He appeared to have been missing one.
Some of the conflicts in question, such as the 12-day exchange after Israel attacked Iran, loomed large for the American public. Some were more obscure, if they could be considered conflicts at all. In some, his role was clear. In others, it remains contested, or analysts warned that lasting peace could be elusive.
Trump has long emphasized his role as a dealmaker. He has said he wants to be remembered for building peace -- and to receive a Nobel Peace Prize. In recent remarks, he said that he was solving roughly one war per month. "I've solved seven wars," Trump said during an appearance Tuesday on "Fox & Friends."
If "I can get to heaven, this will be one of the reasons," he added later, referring to his push to end the war in Ukraine.
In confirmation of the figure the president has cited, the White House said Tuesday that Trump has solved seven conflicts, so many that even White House reporters can't keep them straight.
Here's a list of the conflicts that Trump has said he has solved and where they stand now.
The ethnic Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave long administered by Armenia within the internationally recognized borders of Azerbaijan, was forced to flee en masse in September 2023 as Azerbaijani forces took the territory by force.
After four decades of conflict, the leaders of Azerbaijan and Armenia signed a deal that included a peace framework meant to settle the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute, at the White House earlier this month. "It's a long time, 35 years, they fought, and now they're friends, and they're going to be friends for a long time," Trump said to the cameras at the signing ceremony.
Under the agreement, the U.S. gained exclusive rights to develop a transit corridor linking Azerbaijan with the contested territory of Nakhchivan, an energy-rich enclave sandwiched between Armenia, Iran and Turkey. The corridor, dubbed the Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity (TRIPP), could shift the regional security balance, giving the U.S. a foothold between Iran and Russia and offering Turkey new trade access to Asia.
What the leaders signed on Aug. 8 was largely an economic partnership, not a full-on peace deal.

The town of Agdam town is controlled by Azerbaijani armed forces, in the region of Karabakh in November 2020. (Aziz Karimov/Reuters)


Khazar Ibrahim, the Azerbaijan ambassador to the United States, said the Trump deal was not a formal peace agreement and that Azerbaijan has not signed one because the Armenian constitution still refers to territory claimed by Azerbaijan as Armenian.
"We have been very clear, the Armenia constitution still has territorial claims against us, so we don't want to have a stillborn document," Ibrahim said. Until Armenia's constitution is changed, peace would not be possible, he said.
But Ibrahim said he believed Trump's efforts would result in more peaceful relations with Armenia.
"It's essential to have a strong political will from a strong global leader. That is what I believe was lacking and that is what I believe now exists," he said.
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has expressed concerns over the U.S.-brokered deal, describing the prospect of U.S. companies near Iran's northern border as "worrying" in an interview with state television before his trip to Armenia this week.
Leaders from the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda gathered in the Oval Office on June 27 to sign a U.S.-brokered deal that aimed to temper a decades-long conflict that has left millions dead.
The agreement introduced a new security coordination mechanism and inked state commitments to stop arming local groups and to facilitate the return of various refugee populations, many displaced since the 1994 Rwandan genocide.
While Trump celebrated "a glorious triumph for the cause of peace," some experts and diplomats have been more circumspect, noting that one of the main parties in the conflict, the M23 rebel group, was not party to the U.S. deal and continues to operate.

An M23 soldier watches over a group of fighters from the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, Wazalendo and Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo at the Stade de l'Unite in Goma on May 10. (Jospin Mwisha/AFP/Getty Images)


"This hasn't solved the problem," said Michelle Gavin, a former U.S. ambassador to Botswana and National Security Council member during the Obama administration. Armed forces have yet to withdraw from eastern Congo following the deal, she said.
Like the agreement between Armenia and Azerbaijan, the deal promises the expansion of "significant" investments facilitated by the U.S. government and private groups, who probably hope to tap into the region's mineral reserves, valued at $24 trillion by the U.S. Commerce Department.
"It is a mineral deal first, an opportunity for peace second," Lewis Mudge, Human Rights Watch's Central Africa director, wrote in a statement. "Making the deal work will depend on continued monitoring by the U.S. government and support from Congress."
Serbia and Kosovo have not been engaged in active conflict since the late 1990s, but the Trump administration said it prevented new violence.
The president of Kosovo backed Trump's claim, saying that Serbia had planned to attack Kosovo in May before Trump intervened.
"What I can say at this point is that there were renewed efforts by Serbia to endanger peace," said Vjosa Osmani, the president of Kosovo, who credited Trump with preventing the outbreak of war but said she couldn't reveal additional information because the specifics were "classified." The president of Serbia, Aleksandar Vucic, has denied any plans for an attack.

The Blue Nile River near Dejen, Ethiopia. (Yonas Tadesse/For The Washington Post)


The White House says it has resolved tensions between Egypt and Ethiopia over a long-standing dam dispute, but in this case there is no apparent agreement.
Egypt and Ethiopia have been at odds for years over water rights and the massive Grand Ethiopian Renaissance hydroelectric dam in Ethiopia on the Blue Nile, a major Nile tributary upriver from Egypt. Cairo fears the dam, the construction of which began 14 years ago, could rob Egypt of its share of Nile waters.
Trump attempted to mediate the dispute during his first term, but negotiations stalled. It's unclear to what extent talks have restarted under Trump's second term, but tensions between the two counties appear to have eased, which analysts say is due in part to heavy rainfall. Egypt is primarily concerned with how Ethiopia will operate the dam during times of drought.
The embassies of Egypt and Ethiopia in Washington did not respond immediately to queries about the status of the dispute or Trump's role in mediating it.
After 10 days of conflict between two nuclear armed powers, India and Pakistan agreed to a ceasefire May 10. Trump said he headed off the escalatory tit-for-tat.
Pakistan praised Trump as a peacemaker. But India denied a U.S. role, a stance that appears to have contributed to the fading friendship between Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In a tense call on June 17 after Trump left a world leaders' summit early and canceled his in-person meeting with Modi, the Indian premier told Trump that India "does not and will never accept mediation," according to an Indian readout.
Trump took offense at being denied credit and imposed a punishing 50 percent tariff on India in August, amid a trade dispute in part over India's Russian oil imports.

Cambodian migrant workers wait to cross the Ban Laem border checkpoint on July 29 in Chanthaburi, Thailand. (Lauren DeCicca/Getty Images)


On July 24, Thailand launched airstrikes on Cambodia, escalating a skirmish between the two countries, which share a disputed 508-mile border and a decades-old enmity. As Cambodia retaliated with artillery and the casualty count rose, tens of thousands of civilians on both sides of the border fled.
Two days later, Trump stepped in. "We happen to be, by coincidence, currently dealing on Trade with both Countries, but do not want to make any Deal, with either Country, if they are fighting -- And I have told them so!" Trump posted on Truth Social.
The threat appeared to work. On July 28, Trump said a ceasefire had been reached and instructed his trade teams to restart negotiations. "I have now ended many Wars in just six months -- I am proud to be the President of PEACE!" he posted.

An Israeli airstrike is seen over northern Gaza on July 27. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


After 12 days of fighting between Iran and Israel in June that began with an Israeli attack on Iran -- a conflict that included U.S. strikes on sites key to Iran's nuclear program -- the Trump administration pushed for a ceasefire, which has held.
"We basically have two countries that have been fighting so long and so hard that they don't know what the f--- they're doing," Trump told reporters when attacks launched by both sides threatened the ceasefire in its infancy.
In the run-up to the conflict, Trump had been pushing for a renewed nuclear deal with Iran.
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Europe
Pope Leo may visit Lebanon on first major trip, Catholic officials say
Lebanon would be a highly symbolic stop for the first American pope, who has repeatedly called for peace in the Middle East. 

Pope Leo arrives at a lunch for the poor at Castel Gandolfo, Italy, on Sunday. (Remo Casilli/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anthony Faiola, Suzan Haidamous, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-08-20
ROME -- Pope Leo XIV is considering a visit to Lebanon, one of the top Catholic clerics there said Wednesday, on his first overseas trip as pontiff. It would be a highly symbolic visit for the first American pope, who has repeatedly called for peace in the Middle East and the peaceful coexistence between faiths.
Archbishop Paul Sayah, deputy to Lebanon's Maronite patriarch, Mar Bechara Boutros al-Rai  -- the country's top Catholic cleric -- told The Washington Post on Wednesday that he is aware that "the Vatican is considering and studying a visit by Pope Leo to Lebanon."
"The Patriarchy cannot release information about the visit until the Vatican announces the date and details of the visit," Sayah said.
Sayah spoke to The Post after Rai told Al Arabiya television on Wednesday that preparations were "underway" for a visit by Leo that would occur by December. Rai told the outlet that the Vatican had yet to confirm a date. "There still needs to be a decision from the Vatican on when the visit will take place," he said.
The Vatican press office declined to comment.
Since Leo became pope in May, speculation has raged over his first major trip, in part because such visits can set a tone for a new papacy. The first significant trip beyond the Rome area by his predecessor, Pope Francis, for instance, was to the Italian island of Lampedusa in July 2013 to highlight the plight of migrants -- a subject that became a driving theme of his papacy until his death in April.
Leo has made sojourns beyond Rome, including a recent holiday at the papal summer retreat of Castel Gandolfo, south of the city. But he has yet to venture far.
Vatican officials for weeks have operated on the assumption that he would fulfill his predecessor's wish of traveling to Turkey later this year to commemorate the 1,700th anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, a major assembly of early Christian bishops.  A Turkey trip is still in the works, a Vatican official said Wednesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss details with the press; the official entertained the possibility that Leo might decide to visit both Muslim-majority nations.
Some Vatican watchers have also wondered whether Leo might consider a visit to Israel.
Leo has called for peace in the Middle East and an end to the war in Gaza in repeated appearances up to and including his general audience with the faithful on Wednesday.
He has also called for Christians, Jews and Muslims to peacefully coexist.
"Lebanon is the place closest to the terrible events in Gaza, and to the entire Israeli-Palestinian conflict," said Marco Politi, a Rome-based Vatican watcher. Going there would be "a way of highlighting the problem without directly engaging in a confrontation with the state of Israel."
Shortly after becoming pope, Leo met with an interfaith delegation to Vatican City, praising the "Jewish roots of Christianity" and honoring the "growing commitment to dialogue and fraternity" between Catholics and Muslims.
"I am convinced that if we are in agreement, and free from ideological and political conditioning, we can be effective in saying 'no' to war and 'yes' to peace," Leo said in May.
Sayah said  Lebanon had a unique role as the most religiously diverse country in the Middle East. He also noted that President Joseph Aoun is Christian.
"Lebanon has the distinction of having a Christian president," which, he said, reinforces the country's spirit of coexistence, a "sentiment bolstered by the Pope's visit," he said.
Both John Paul II and Benedict XVI made papal visits to Lebanon, leaving indelible memories that still resonate with Lebanese Christians today. Francis was slated to visit Lebanon in 2022, but the trip never materialized, something local Catholic officials blamed on security challenges and the country's power vacuum.
Haidamous reported from Beirut. Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Under growing Arab pressure, Hamas signals new willingness to compromise
Hamas accepted the latest proposal for a Gaza ceasefire amid urging from Arab officials and other Palestinian factions, which want to avert Israeli escalation.

An Israeli airstrike in northern Gaza is seen from the Israeli side of the border on Monday. (Photos by Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post) 


By Claire Parker, Siham Shamalakh, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2025-08-20
JERUSALEM -- The decision this week by Hamas to accept a proposed ceasefire deal with Israel comes amid heightened pressure on the group from Arab governments and other Palestinian factions, which are eager to avert a planned Israeli invasion of Gaza City.
Hamas announced Monday that it had signed off on a new ceasefire agreement, following a flurry of diplomacy in Egypt, where Qatari and Egyptian mediators huddled with Hamas representatives in recent days. The Israeli government, which voted this month to expand the war and occupy more of Gaza, has yet to agree to the proposal.
In a significant development, Arab countries last month came out publicly for the first time in favor of disarming Hamas, a key Israeli demand. Arab officials attending a U.N. conference endorsed disarmament if it came in the context of an end to the 22-month war and movement toward a Palestinian state.
While many Arab officials had previously voiced this stance to Hamas, the public statement marked a shift, according to Ghaith al-Omari, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "This adds pressures on Hamas" by empowering its leaders based outside Gaza -- who are mostly seen as more moderate than the military wing inside the enclave -- to push for a compromise, Omari said.
Then, last week, representatives of about a half-dozen other Palestinian political factions met with Hamas chief negotiator Khalil al-Hayya in Cairo to urge Hamas to accept a deal to stop the bloodshed, according to Dimitri Diliani, a spokesman for the Fatah Democratic Reform bloc led by Mohammed Dahlan, a powerful former Palestinian Authority security chief in Gaza who now lives in the United Arab Emirates.
That meeting appears to have had "a direct effect on the substance and quickness of the unconditional Hamas acceptance of the proposal," Diliani said.
Inside Gaza, meanwhile, a collection of labor unions, journalists, business associations and clan leaders are organizing a sit-in Thursday in Gaza City to call for a ceasefire. The main slogan is "No to war, no to displacement, save Gaza, the last-hour call," said Ahmed Harb, a journalist involved in planning the protest.
"We call on Hamas to take a purely national Palestinian stance, one that protects Palestinian lives in Gaza and ends the war at any cost," he said.

An Israeli military staging area on the Israeli side of the border with Gaza on Monday. 


The deal on the table hews closely to an earlier framework developed by U.S. special envoy Steve Witkoff, said Diaa Rashwan, head of Egypt's State Information Service, speaking on state television Monday.
It provides for an initial 60-day truce, during which more than half of the remaining hostages held in Gaza would be released in exchange for an unspecified number of Palestinian prisoners. Humanitarian aid would be surged into the enclave through the United Nations and international nongovernmental organizations, Rashwan said. In a departure from the previous proposal, talks over a "comprehensive and permanent ceasefire" would begin on the first day of the temporary truce, he added.
Hamas's response Monday evening was "very positive and closely aligned with what Israel had previously accepted," Qatari Foreign Ministry spokesman Majed al-Ansari said at a news conference Tuesday.
Hamas officials did not respond to requests for comment.
Ibrahim al-Madhoun, a Palestinian political analyst close to the group, said "there is great pressure on our Palestinian people and on the resistance."
"Hamas will not raise the white flag," he added, but the movement -- including its military wing -- "prefers that the war stop now."
Israeli officials took credit for Hamas's return to negotiations. "For the first time, after weeks in which Hamas was unwilling to discuss any deal for the release of hostages, suddenly it is on the table," Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said. "The reason is clear: Only their fear that we are serious about conquering Gaza."
Israel's war in Gaza came in response to the Hamas-led attacks on Oct. 7, 2023, when Palestinian militants attacked southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking 251 hostages. Of 50 hostages still unreturned, 20 are believed to still be alive.
More than 22 months later, Hamas is much weaker but not defeated, analysts said. Israel killed a succession of leaders and military commanders, leaving the organization on the ground in the hands of Izz al-Din al-Haddad, a relative unknown before the war who is believed to be hiding in Gaza City, Omari said.
As Israel took out Hamas brigades and infrastructure, the militant group turned to guerrilla tactics, including the use of improvised explosive devices (IED) made from the remnants of Israeli munitions, said Ameneh Mehvar, senior Middle East analyst at Armed Conflict Location and Event Data (ACLED), a global conflict monitor.
Data collected by ACLED shows a decline in the number of street battles and IED attacks by Hamas on Israeli forces in recent months, compared with the months leading up to the last ceasefire in January. Still, Mehvar said, insurgencies can often "keep up the fight for quite a while," and Hamas's warren of tunnels below Gaza would help.
Meanwhile, the misery of civilians in Gaza is deepening. Israel has killed more than 62,000 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. The Israeli military has leveled much of the enclave and displaced nearly all of the population. Starvation and disease are spreading. Israel increased the tempo of strikes on eastern Gaza City in recent days, driving some residents from the area.

Supporters use lights on their cellphones to call for the release of all hostages held in Gaza, at a protest outside what is known as "Hostages Square" in Tel Aviv on Sunday. 


The Israeli government earlier this month approved an operation to invade and occupy Gaza City -- a population center in northern Gaza and a Hamas stronghold. The Israeli military signed off on battle plans for that operation on Sunday, and the security cabinet is expected to vote on them in the coming days. On Wednesday, Katz approved the call-up of about 60,000 military reservists, and the duty of another 20,000 reservists was extended.
The last round of negotiations collapsed in late July. Israel had agreed to the original framework proposed by Witkoff for a 60-day ceasefire, but Hamas resisted demands to disarm and wanted stronger guarantees that Israel could not resume fighting later.
Tensions flared between Hamas and Egypt, which -- eager to see an end to the conflict next door -- had pressed Hamas to reach a compromise on its weapons, according to H.A. Hellyer, a senior fellow at the Royal United Services Institute think tank in London.
The spreading starvation, coupled with concerns about the forced displacement of up to a million Palestinians from Gaza City, has stirred a sense of panic in Arab countries.
Egyptian officials resumed talks with a Hamas delegation led by Hayya in Cairo last week, according to a former Egyptian official briefed on the talks. "We are concerned that [the Israelis] are trying to push the people in Gaza to go and cross the border into Egypt," the former official said.
Ansari, the Qatari Foreign Ministry spokesman, warned Tuesday that humanitarian conditions in Gaza were reaching a breaking point. "Without an agreement now, the disaster ahead will eclipse anything we have seen before," he said.
Israel and the United States have not indicated they are on board with the latest diplomacy. While the Trump administration pushed the original Witkoff proposal for months, U.S. officials in recent weeks signaled that they no longer back a phased ceasefire deal.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu faces conflicting pressures from key right-wing allies -- who want to occupy and resettle Gaza -- and from a large swath of the Israeli public that wants a deal. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis took to the streets Sunday to call for an end to the war and the return of the hostages.
In a reversal of their previous stance, Israeli officials have said recently that they favor a comprehensive agreement that aligns with five conditions that Netanyahu outlined this month: the disarmament of Hamas; the return of all hostages, dead and alive; the demilitarization of the Gaza Strip; Israeli "security control" of Gaza; and a new government there that is neither Hamas nor the Palestinian Authority.
Israel "demands the release of all 50 hostages per the principles set by the cabinet for ending the war," an Israeli official said Tuesday.
Shamalakh and Mahfouz reported from Cairo. Hazem Balousha in Toronto, Karen DeYoung in Washington and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Personal Finance
From dating apps to streaming, canceling a subscription should be easier.
Looking for love online shouldn't be so costly. An FTC settlement agrees.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Michelle Singletary | 2025-08-21

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


It was supposed to be a risk-free offer, a chance to find a love match.
But for many, the search for companionship turned into a frustrating endeavor to cancel their online dating subscription.
That's what the Federal Trade Commission alleged in a lawsuit against Match Group, which has a portfolio of online dating companies that includes Match.com, Tinder, Hinge and OkCupid.
That suit, filed in 2019, was settled last week with Match agreeing to pay $14 million related to a complaint that it stymied customers' efforts to cancel their memberships or take advantage of a free six-month trial if they did not "meet someone special." Others were locked out of their accounts when they tried to dispute their bills, the complaint said.
Match agreed, among other things, to provide a simple way for consumers to cancel their subscriptions.
"Match Group admits no liability as part of this resolution and was fully prepared to take the case to trial, but opted to resolve the case to put the matter behind it," the company said in an emailed statement. "The FTC's outdated claims are entirely moot, as the alleged practices at issue ended years ago or are based on mischaracterizations that do not reflect our business today."
While it's not clear how much people will receive, the money will be used "to provide redress to injured consumers," the FTC said.
The FTC has also filed a complaint against operators of LA Fitness, alleging company policies makes it extremely difficult for customers to cancel their gym memberships and related services.
"The FTC's complaint describes a scenario that too many Americans have experienced," Christopher Mufarrige, director of the agency's Bureau of Consumer Protection. "Tens of thousands of LA Fitness customers reported difficulties - cancellation was often restricted to specific times or required speaking to specific managers who were often not present or available.
The company denied any wrongdoing.
"The allegations are without merit," Jill Hill, president of club operations at Fitness International, said in a statement.
Here's why these cases matter.
It's an example of why we need strong government watchdog agencies. And yet the shuttering of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) under the Trump administration puts the American public at risk of seeing fewer of these types of actions.
Agencies like the CFPB and FTC are our advocates against bad industry players who take advantage of consumers.
Recently, a federal appeals court blocked plans by the FTC to clamp down on companies that make it hard for customers to cancel subscriptions.
I certainly hope the FTC takes up the issue again. It's not too much to ask that consumers be able to cut off recurring billing when they want.
Often at the core of these subscription or membership cases are "negative option" offers in which a consumer agrees to a free trial or to regularly receive a product or service until they say "that's enough." That's where the negative part comes in. The billing only stops if you take action to cancel.
Negative-option offers aren't illegal, but they can push the boundaries of the law, which requires companies to clearly and conspicuously disclose terms and not use unfair methods to avoid granting the consumer's request to cancel.
I've long been critical of these offers because people forget to cancel or, worse, they can't stop the automatic billing even when they try.
The actions go against the Restore Online Shoppers' Confidence Act, under which companies must provide "simple mechanisms for a consumer to stop recurring charges from being placed on the consumer's credit card, debit card, bank account, or other financial account."
Has this happened to you?
You forget to cancel after a trial period, but when you realize you made a mistake or no longer want or need the service or product, you can't stop the automatic billing because you can't find the contact information. Or maybe the cancellation policies are buried on the website.
Or when you call, you're routed through an automated telephone system that seems to have been specifically designed to wear down your resolve.
A good example is the learning app ABCmouse, which agreed in 2020 to settle an FTC complaint that it refused to accept cancellation requests made over the phone, via email or through a form on its website. Instead, people who wanted to cancel were directed to an inconspicuous portal on the website, where they had to navigate anywhere from six to nine screens. The company paid $10 million but didn't admit any guilt.
These settlements are a reminder of steps you can take to avoid being stuck in one of these deals. Here's what the FTC recommends:
	Make a note on your calendar to remind yourself to cancel before your subscription trial ends.
	If you have to pay for shipping, it's not free. I've talked to many consumers who thought they were providing their credit card information to cover shipping and handling -- but instead were charged for products and services they hadn't ordered. "If a company offers something free but says you have to pay to get it, at best it's a dishonest business you might not want to deal with," the FTC says. "At worst, it might be a scammer."
	Pay attention to pre-checked boxes. You might be agreeing to future automatic charges.
	Before signing up, look around the site to see how easy it is to cancel. Is there an easily disclosed contact number for cancellations?

I should have heeded that last piece of advice for a news subscription I signed up for last year.
After several attempts, I had trouble accessing the site for certain articles. I got so frustrated, I decided to cancel. I'm not exaggerating when I tell you it took about an hour to figure out who to call. And I had to call. There was no online option to cancel, despite the fact that it took less than a few minutes to electronically subscribe.
I was finally able to cancel the billing. But I'm still getting weekly emails begging me to return. One such offer promised I would be charged only $3 for a 12-month subscription.
"No, sir," I said to myself.
You will not trap me again.
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Economic Policy
U.S. and European Union provide fresh details of giant trade pact
White House officials hailed the joint statement as an important step. The deal is still not final, and officials have weeks or even months of negotiations ahead. 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks with President Donald Trump in Turnberry, Scotland, last month. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By David J. Lynch, Ellen Francis | 2025-08-21
The United States and European Union say they've agreed on the details of a trade deal that would keep tariffs high for now on European vehicles and lower them on computer chips, but it will take weeks -- or months -- of additional negotiations to iron out remaining issues.
White House officials hailed a joint statement released Thursday in Washington and Brussels as an important step toward fleshing out the commitments reached by President Donald Trump and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen at their impromptu July summit.
The three-and-a-half page statement confirms that the U.S. will impose a 15 percent tariff on most European products, which traditionally have faced levies of little more than 2 percent.
The increased import tax is expected to mean higher prices for Americans on European medicines, French perfumes, Italian wines and other items.
The U.S. now has agreed to lower its 25 percent tariff on imported cars to 15 percent for European vehicles once the E.U. introduces legislation to eliminate its already low tariffs on American industrial products and to provide greater market access for some American farm goods, such as bison.
European semiconductors, pharmaceuticals and lumber also will face import taxes of 15 percent, far lower than levels the president is eyeing for those goods produced in other markets. European officials have pushed to get those promises in writing during weeks of back-and-forth talks.
Since the deal was announced, the 27-nation E.U. has sought to poke holes in Trump's blanket tariffs by negotiating no for its top industries. The bloc has secured some exemptions, such as for aircraft and parts.
But wine and spirits -- a flash point in trade talks and key exports for countries like France and Italy -- have not been spared, E.U. officials said Thursday, much to the dismay of the industry on both sides of the Atlantic. Americans previously were able to import alcohol products from Europe without paying any U.S. tax.
The E.U.'s trade commissioner, Maros Sefcovic, said negotiators would keep trying to bring down levies on booze and other sectors, including steel and aluminum.
The agreement is "truly impactful at a time when the trade landscape has completely changed ... But this is not the end, it is the beginning," Sefcovic said.
The White House said the E.U. deal signals the president's determination to replace the 30-year old global trading system helmed by the World Trade Organization with a series of government-to-government arrangements designed to shrink the chronic U.S. trade deficit, which Trump blames for hollowing out American factory towns.
"We feel like this is a really positive step forward for the U.S.-E.U. relationship, where both parties have agreed that there are certain problems, such as trade imbalances, that need to be addressed, that are no longer sustainable, and that we can address in a bilateral way outside the WTO," said a senior administration official speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House.
Still, the joint statement, which is not a legally binding document, was replete with provisions that will require additional bargaining. E.U. officials described it as "a blueprint."
The two sides, for example, agreed to negotiate "rules of origin" that will determine which specific products qualify for lower tariffs. In other trade negotiations, hammering out such terms proved complex and time-consuming.
Elsewhere, the joint statement said the two sides "commit to work together" on issues such as reducing nontariff trade barriers, addressing "unjustified " barriers to trade involving electronic transmissions and cooperating on addressing other nations' export controls on critical minerals, a likely reference to China.
"These are ambitious things, and we expect in the coming weeks -- hopefully weeks and not too many months -- to fully paper over the agreement," said the senior administration official.
Last month, the White House hailed the Trump-von der Leyen handshake agreement as "historic" and "colossal" and said it would fundamentally reshape the transatlantic trading relationship. Though the partial deal left several issues for subsequent talks, Trump celebrated it as "the biggest deal ever made."
The agreement reached at Trump Turnberry, one of the president's Scottish golf courses, established a 15 percent tariff on most European goods. That figure is lower than the 50 percent tax that Trump had threatened.
Yet the E.U. also agreed to purchase $750 billion worth of American energy products over the next three years and to invest an additional $600 billion in the U.S.  Analysts reacted skeptically to those plans, noting that the E.U. does not dictate private-sector spending or investment decisions.
The White House expects private companies to follow through with the spending and investment plans with a focus on strategic sectors such as pharmaceuticals, semiconductors, automobiles and advanced manufacturing, according to the senior administration official.
Many European officials saw the terms as lopsided in favor of the United States, even though the new tariffs mean price increases for American buyers of European goods. The deal averted a full-blown trade war between two of the world's largest economies, which would have been costly for both sides. And it eased tensions as European leaders try to maintain Trump's support in talks on Russia's war in Ukraine.
Sefcovic on Thursday described the terms as a means "to stabilize the situation, to start from somewhere."
"The alternative," he added, "a trade war with sky-high tariffs and political escalation, helps no one."
U.S. and European diplomats in recent weeks traded proposed language for the statement.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick pressed the Europeans -- without clear success -- for changes in taxes and regulations that affect U.S. digital giants, such as Google, Apple, Amazon and Facebook. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
E.U. officials say they drew a red line at demands to soften core digital regulations, such as rules that moderate online speech.
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Business
Walmart continues to win over shoppers as tariffs push up prices
The retailer, strategic about which prices to hike, has been drawing consumers away from competitors like Target.

A back-to-school section at a Walmart in Dallas. (LM Otero/AP)


By Jaclyn Peiser | 2025-08-21
Tariff-induced price hikes aren't deterring customers from Walmart. In fact, they're luring them.
As consumers grapple with price increases on groceries and household essentials, Walmart's reputation for everyday bargains continues to draw shoppers of all income brackets away from its big box competitors.
"Our value proposition is resonating more strongly than it ever has," chief financial officer John David Rainey said in the company's earnings call Thursday.
Same-store sales for Walmart U.S. grew 4.6 percent in the second quarter year-on-year, exceeding the company's expectations. Its U.S. e-commerce businesses, which is popular among higher-income consumers thanks to its convenient pickups and fast delivery, surged 26 percent.
Walmart's successful quarter reinforces its continued dominance over competitors, namely Target. Target on Wednesday reported a much gloomier outlook amid struggles to draw in a savvier and more purposeful consumer, analysts say.
"Consumers, regardless of where their finances stand, are extremely aware of prices rising and are ... seeking the best prices and deals possible," said Melissa Minkow, global director of retail strategy at CI&T. "Walmart's whole positioning rests on providing the lowest prices. Even when most items are evenly priced with Target, Target was perceived as more expensive by consumers."
Target has been in a sales slump for the past few years. Comparable sales in its second quarter, including both online and in-store, dropped 1.9 percent year-on-year. Chief executive Brian Cornell told investors Wednesday he's "far from satisfied with where our business is performing."
By contrast, Walmart hasn't noticed much pullback from its consumers. Even more price-sensitive shoppers aren't meaningfully changing their behaviors, chief executive Doug McMillon said, as the impact of tariffs has been slow and gradual.
That's starting to change now, he admitted, as pre-tariff inventories have emptied and are replenished with tariffed goods. Costs are going up every week, McMillon added, and will continue to rise in the third and fourth quarters.
To make up for the hit, retailers like Walmart tend to spread out the price increases, for example by adding margin to higher-priced goods like small kitchen appliances or apparel to offset higher wholesale costs on some grocery items, analysts said. The company has had about 7,400 price cuts across categories, about 27 percent more than the previous quarter, and it increased its rollback count in groceries by 30 percent over last year, he added.
Meanwhile, higher earners are turning to the Bentonville, Arkansas-based chain to trade down on discretionary purchases, leading to five consecutive quarters of growth. This quarter, general merchandise sales grew in every segment, particularly in apparel, media and gaming and automotive, McMillon said. It has also seen success with Bettergoods, a store brand that features organic and "healthier" products.
TJX, which includes off-price chains Marshalls, TJ Maxx and HomeGoods, has also managed to thrive in the current economic environment, as consumers look to save on apparel, accessories and home decor. Net sales in the quarter jumped 7 percent and same-store sales increased 4 percent year-on-year, exceeding the company's expectations, the company reported Wednesday.
The chain has also expanded its gifting assortment and is attuned to what customers need and want, said Neil Saunders, a managing director of retail analytics firm GlobalData. This strategy paid off in its recent quarter, with customers turning away from department stores and Target and instead shopping at TJX during the back-to-school shopping season, he added.
"There is certainly a point to be made that TJX is making hay whilst other retailers are failing to get their harvests in," Saunders wrote in an analyst note.
The customer experience at Target, however, has diminished, Saunders said, as shoppers face long wait times at the registers, inconsistent inventory and messy shelves.
"Target, which used to be very attuned to consumer demand, has lost its grip on delivering for the American shopper," he wrote in his note.
The company has also been embroiled in culture wars for several years, starting with its decision to pull back its Pride Month merchandise. More recently, Target has faced blowback for its decision to end certain diversity, equity and inclusion programs. Activists organized an "economic blackout" in late February, encouraging consumers to avoid shopping at the store.
Target's stock price sank about 6 percent Wednesday, the day it released second-quarter earnings, and it's down more than 30 percent over the past year. That same day, the company announced chief financial officer Michael Fiddelke, a 20-year veteran, would take over as CEO in February. He succeeds Cornell, who has been in the role for more than a decade.
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Media
The $6.2 billion deal that could reshape local TV across America 
Indianapolis residents will see three of its biggest local stations under the same company if the FCC allows the biggest owner of local stations to buy another group. 

Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr testifies before the House Appropriations Committee on May 21. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-08-21
TV watchers in Indianapolis may soon flip through the local news channels and find three of them owned and their broadcasts produced by the same company. Nexstar, the largest TV station owner in the United States, already owns two of the city's top stations, CBS 4 and Fox 59. Under a proposed deal to buy a smaller rival, Tegna, it would own NBC affiliate WTHR, too.
If approved, the merger also would concentrate ownership in Tampa and New Orleans. The likely result, said Jim Shella, a longtime Indianapolis broadcaster who worked at locally owned WISH-TV for 34 years before retiring in 2016, would be "fewer people covering the news and less meaningful coverage taking place."
The Trump administration appears set to approve the deal, altering regulations in a way that would change how many Americans around the country get their news.
Indianapolis's TV scene is already tight quarters. Nexstar's CBS and Fox affiliates share some reporting staff and have the same news director, CJ Hoyt, who wrote in a LinkedIn post that the deal was "designed to give Nexstar a national reach to compete against digital giants who don't face the same kind of restrictive regulations currently strangling local TV station owners."
"Change is coming to our industry," Hoyt wrote, "and I'm glad I'm with a company that's strategically growing." The market, meanwhile, faces challenges: Nexstar is pursuing the merger as viewership of local evening news programs dropped by about 25 percent between 2016 and 2023, according to Pew Research Center.
For such a big change to come to Indianapolis and other local television markets, the Federal Communications Commission would first need to lift some long-held prohibitions on how many stations one company can own in a given market and across the country.
The proposed $6.2 billion merger would probably be illegal under current FCC regulations. In its most recent annual report to shareholders, Nexstar said it reaches approximately 39 percent of national households, putting it right at the ownership cap that has governed nationwide TV station ownership for decades.
Combining with Tegna would push it well over that limit: In a press release, Nexstar said the deal would give it a total of 265 stations in 44 states plus the District of Columbia, reaching 80 percent of national households. The deal could also violate existing limits on local ownership in markets beyond Indianapolis.
Nexstar has expressed confidence that those rules will change. "The initiatives being pursued by the Trump administration offer local broadcasters the opportunity to expand reach, level the playing field, and compete more effectively with the Big Tech and legacy Big Media companies," Nexstar CEO Perry Sook said in announcing the deal Tuesday. Nexstar and Tegna did not respond to requests for comment.
Indeed, Brendan Carr, the FCC's Trump-appointed chairman, has long advocated loosening industry restrictions, referring to the ownership rules as "arcane artificial limits" during an interview at the Milken Institute in May. In June, the agency initiated a process to "refresh the record" on the national ownership cap -- setting the stage for exactly this kind of merger.
Since June, Carr has enjoyed a 2-1 Republican majority on what is typically a five-person commission. He also scored a win in federal court in July when a three-judge panel vacated a rule that prohibits one entity from owning two of the four most-watched stations in a given market without a public interest exemption, though the court delayed its ruling from taking effect for 90 days.
The ownership rules were designed to preserve diversity of viewpoints and prevent any single entity from dominating local news and information. The national ownership cap was most recently set to 39 percent by Congress in 2004, with a requirement to reassess ownership rules every four years.
"The spectrum was given to broadcasters not for the purpose of making them rich, but for the purpose of providing public service," said Tom Wheeler, who was FCC chairman under President Barack Obama. He said the Nexstar deal was announced "on the assumption that the Trump administration FCC will turn around and change those rules to allow it to happen."
Michael Copps, a Democratic FCC commissioner from 2001 to 2011, also opposes the deal and looser ownership limits. "It's bad for business, it's bad for the public interest, it's bad for news, it's bad for an informed electorate, and it's bad for democracy," he said.
Industry advocates say the decades-old rules no longer make sense in an era when tech giants such as Google and Facebook take home inordinate amounts of advertising revenue.
"I think it's definitely ripe for modernization," said Evan Swarztrauber, senior fellow at the Foundation for American Innovation, a center-right think tank based in San Francisco. Swarztrauber, a former policy adviser for both Carr and the last Republican chairman, Ajit Pai, favors doing away with ownership restrictions and letting antitrust enforcers, rather than the FCC, police any competition issues. "The Justice Department is perfectly capable of handling antitrust concerns," he added.
The proposed merger reflects an economic reality, said Rick Ducey, managing director at the media consultancy BIA Advisory Services. "The competitive environment has gotten tougher and tougher" for broadcasters, he said, while "Google and Facebook can own as much as they want, they can be as national as they want."
It is unclear whether the FCC has the authority to change the ownership cap without Congress passing a new law, but Carr appears poised to try.
David Burns, an attorney who chairs the media practice group at the law firm Lerman Senter, believes the FCC may have the authority, but he expects immediate pushback. "If the FCC changes the cap, that will be challenged by the public interest groups in court," he said.
Consumer advocates warn that consolidation will drive up costs for viewers. Grant Spellmeyer of ACA Connects, which is representing smaller cable companies, pointed to Nexstar's explosive growth in retransmission fees that cable companies pay local station owners -- from $298 million in 2015 to $2.9 billion in 2024. He said consumers are losing out amid a "doom cycle" of "ever increasing prices and dropping eyeballs," adding that his group would consider suing if the ownership rules change.
Journalism unions and advocacy groups also oppose any regulatory changes to accommodate the merger. In a joint Aug. 4 letter to the FCC, several of them wrote that relaxing the national ownership cap would lead to intense industry consolidation and job losses for journalists. "There's no evidence to suggest that the creation of massive news- and broadcast-media cartels will improve journalism or safeguard a free press," they wrote. "In fact, the opposite appears to be true."
Jeremy Barr contributed to this report.
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Business
FTC sues LA Fitness operators over hard-to-cancel memberships
The agency's lawsuit cited tens of thousands of LA Fitness customers who reported it was "exceedingly difficult" to cancel memberships and were charged unwanted fees.

LA Fitness signage in downtown West Palm Beach, Florida. (Thomas Cordy/Palm Beach Post/USA Today Network/Imagn Images)


By Frances Vinall | 2025-08-21
The Federal Trade Commission sued LA Fitness and other gym franchises on Wednesday over memberships that it said are "exceedingly difficult" to cancel -- the agency's latest effort to force companies to make cancellations more straightforward.
The lawsuit filed in a California district court accuses Fitness International and subsidiary Fitness & Sports Clubs -- which operate gym franchises including LA Fitness, Esporta Fitness, City Sports Club and Club Studio  -- of unfair practices. Their gyms have more than 600 locations and over 3.7 million members nationwide, according to the FTC.
Christopher Mufarrige, director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection, said in a statement that it was a "scenario that too many Americans have experienced -- a gym membership that seems impossible to cancel."
"Tens of thousands of LA Fitness customers reported difficulties -- cancellation was often restricted to specific times or required speaking to specific managers who were often not present or available," he added.
The complaint targets a cancellation policy that it says has instructed customers to go to their gym's website and print out a form using log-in details that are rarely otherwise used, and either mail the form using registered or certified mail at their own expense, or submit it in person to a specific manager with authorization to process it.
The gyms have "illegally charged hundreds of millions of dollars in unwanted recurring fees," the complaint alleges. The FTC is seeking a court order to prevent difficult cancellation practices at the gyms and to provide money back to customers. It added that customers had filed thousands of reports with authorities and consumer groups complaining about the cancellation policies.
Jill Hill, president of club operations at Fitness International, said in a press release that the allegations were "without merit." She said Fitness International had initiated an online cancellation option more than 18 months ago, even though the majority of sign-ups still occurred in person at gym locations. "Members also have always had the option to cancel in person at any club, or by mail, and those who wish to do so can and do cancel in such fashion," she added.
"We remain confident that we will prevail in court," she said.
In July, a federal appeals court struck down a Biden-era FTC rule that would have required businesses to make it as easy to cancel subscriptions as it is to sign up, colloquially called the "click to cancel" rule. In 2024, the FTC said it received an average of almost 70 complaints per day about recurring charges across a range of businesses.
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Eat Voraciously
Jerk spice and pickled pineapple make these chicken thighs pop
Layers of heat, sweetness, tang and richness come together in this weeknight chicken dinner.

Jerk-Spiced Chicken Thighs With Pickled Pineapple. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-08-21
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
True jerk is "an experience," a friend once told me as he tore into a drumstick, the chicken's slick brown-red-black spice rub staining his lips and fingertips in the process. Indeed, Jamaica's rightly famous technique for marinating, mopping and fire-roasting chicken or pork in a slow-burn blend of seasonings is not a 30-minute weeknight meal. It's a process, a skill, a dance that's more than 400 years old.
But what if you want a hint of it, a little taste to scratch an itch? That was what Ben Weiner, a New York City-based recipe developer, was after when he came up with this dish, which pairs jerk-seasoned chicken with pickled and roasted pineapple. The specific inspiration was Jamrock Jerk, Magnus McKellar's long-standing food truck, the first in New York City to be outfitted with legally permitted grills and smokers. "The smells of jerk spice with grill smoke permeating all around it is intoxicating," Weiner said.
Get the recipe: Jerk-Spiced Chicken Thighs With Pickled Pineapple
One day, with that scent stuck in his head, he opened his fridge to find a whole peeled pineapple left over from another project. He decided to pickle half of it with a jalapeno, letting the sweet-tartness of the fruit shine next to the heat of the chile. Jamrock Jerk doesn't have pickled pineapple on its menu, but Weiner wanted to see how jerk spice could play with the sweet, tropical fruit.
"Chicken thighs are a pretty reliable staple," Weiner told me of his go-to protein. Here, he uses bone-in, skin-on thighs. After coating them with a generous amount of store-bought jerk spice blend, he cooks them skin side down in a skillet over medium-low heat so the meat starts to cook through as the skin blackens.
Next, Weiner takes the burnished chicken out of the hot pan for a little rest. Into the pan go coconut oil, onions, garlic, the rest of the pineapple (diced) and more jerk seasoning. This gets cooked down until it smells like the best thing you've ever smelled: sweet, smoky, lush, fruity, floral and so much melodious spice.
Finally, Weiner nestles the chicken thighs, skin side up, between the pineapple mix and roasts the whole thing until the meat is cooked through and the skin on the chicken is blackened and crisp.
I asked Weiner how he thought about recipe development, testing and taste-testing. This recipe, which has fewer than 15 ingredients, tastes like it could have taken all day -- but it's done in less than an hour.
"The Coco Chanel rule is something that I tend to think about," Weiner said, noting that he's always looking for ingredients to trim. If it's not a major element and not contributing anything to texture, maybe it's not needed. "I don't want anything to feel hidden or overwhelming to the palate."

Pickled pineapple. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


After multiple tests, Weiner was happy with the dish. But then it was time for it to get tasted by others. Generally, Weiner relies on the taste buds of neighbors, friends and the folks at the cafe down the street to give his recipes a thumbs-up or -down. After a round of positive feedback, he sent this recipe to the editors at The Post, who put it through a new round of cross-testing and tasting. Once it passed that final round of tests and edits, it was good to go to our photo department for styling and shooting.
"The look of a dish is equally important to what it will taste like. Flipping or scrolling through before settling on what to cook for dinner, seeing a beautiful-looking dish and thinking, 'I have to make that!' is absolutely crucial," Weiner said, noting that he always thinks about presentation while developing a recipe. But it's never his first consideration.
"I know how disappointing it is to cook something that looks delicious but isn't great. Spending your hard-earned money, taking your time and sitting down to a meal that is lackluster can be disheartening," Weiner said. "For a recipe developer, the goal is to make something people want to make, feel empowered in making, feel proud to have made."
I agree. It's a tricky balance to strike, trying to appease cooks who don't have much time but need to make dinner most evenings, often with whatever they happen to have on hand. But at the end of the day, the power is in your hands as the cook. And at least we can assure you that everyone who has tasted this recipe has given it two happy thumbs-up.
Get the recipe: Jerk-Spiced Chicken Thighs With Pickled Pineapple
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My partner ignored a friend's racist joke. Is our relationship toast?
The letter writer is South Asian and feels dismissed by her White partner when issues around race come up. 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-08-21
Dear Sahaj: Every year, my partner's family goes on vacation to a location that's extremely White -- I'm talking like 5 people of color per 100 people. Oftentimes, as the only POC, the beach town can feel isolating because everyone already knows each other, knows the same people, grew up in the same area and has similar upbringings (upper-middle class, White and from the Northeast).
When we go out to town, I've heard people say wildly racist things in public. And recently, someone close to my partner made a joke that was clearly derogatory toward South Asians. As the only South Asian in the group, I immediately clocked it, but my partner didn't even bother to call this family friend out on it or correct him. I've expressed my dismay to my partner about it and am worried that if we end up having children together, they'll feel the same way I do when we go on vacation to this location: isolated and alone.
I am interested in raising my children in a diverse area with other South Asians, so they can be exposed to my culture and interact with people of similar backgrounds. My partner, however, would prefer to live near his parents and family -- a place where there are few POC in general. At the beginning of our relationship, my partner seemed accepting of my culture and was open to trying the food, watching Bollywood movies together and asking questions. Now, I feel as if he's done a 180 and isn't receptive to the possibility of even having children with 'ethnic' names or raising them in a diverse area.
I've told him I am happy to attend his yearly vacations sometimes but that I need to assert my boundaries, possibly going every other year instead. He sees this as a rejection of his own culture. However, I do regularly see both his parents, siblings and friends outside of these vacations and maintain good relationships with them.
Is there a way to compromise on these fundamental issues, or is this relationship toast?
-- Wishing for the Best, Preparing for the Worst
WFTBPFTW: This is not just about vacations or where to live. This is about whether your partner can stand with you in difficult moments, respect your cultural needs and identity, or see the impact on your future family. He is minimizing racism by not speaking up or acknowledging your discomfort; this will inevitably create a deep rupture in your relationship, if it hasn't already. If he sees your boundary-setting as a personal rejection, it suggests he hasn't fully reckoned with the racial and cultural dynamics you're naming. That's not something that goes away on its own.
What you are feeling right now is enough to bring up a larger, more serious conversation. One around his own willingness to put in the work to understand and educate himself on these dynamics, as well as his role within them. Simply put: Your partner has privilege -- and therefore, influence and power -- in ways you don't. If he's not willing to confront that, and use it, then how can you confidently feel safe in the relationship?
Even more, the way I see it, also as a South Asian partnered to a White man, your future kids are going to be raised in a society that reflects your partner's cultural values and norms -- by default. So being intentional about how and where your kids get to see and engage in our cultural values and norms is not just a "nice to have" ... it's necessary and important. Be very direct with your partner about this: "For me, it's nonnegotiable that our kids are raised in a diverse community and exposed to my culture through (name specific traditions or factors). Can you see yourself fully on board with that?"
Your relationship is probably "toast" if he continues to dismiss racism, if he refuses to engage when you're hurt or if he's unwilling to raise kids in a way that honors both your cultures. It makes sense that giving your children a name that honors your history and cultural background is important to you. I'm curious to whom these names are considered "ethnic." This might seem innocuous, but that word choice alone centers Whiteness and is a part of the problem. Partnership requires both people to sometimes go beyond their comfort zones. If you feel like you're constantly compromising on core values while he interprets your needs as rejection or unimportant, can that be a fulfilling relationship for you long-term?
Being with someone of another culture or background should be an expansive experience, not a restrictive one. If you are the only person stretching, your resentment will only continue to grow ... and that is not sustainable. One activity you can do together is take some time to each write out what's nonnegotiable about family, culture and raising children. Then come together and compare the list. Is there overlap? Is there enough room to build a life together?
Of course intertwining your lives will require compromise, but please don't mistake compromise for sacrifice. It's only a compromise if both of you are willing to meet in the middle somewhere. Giving something up while your boundaries are being dismissed is a sacrifice. There are some things -- such as safety and belonging -- that cannot and should not be up for negotiation in a relationship.
In a world that is already unkind, othering and discriminatory to people with marginalized identities like you, you truly deserve intimate relationships that are soft, safe, affirming and inclusive.
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The Home You Own
Sometimes growth in the garden means going small
For years, I devoted myself to expanding our garden and growing more. But now it's time to downsize.

(Photo by Roger Doiron)


By Roger Doiron | 2025-08-21
In a culture that equates success with expansion, learning to contract intentionally may be one of the most radical acts we can perform. I am best known for urging people to grow more of their own food, yet at this stage in my life, I am discovering the wisdom in growing less -- and with it, lessons about what each season of life requires.
When my wife, Jacqueline, and I moved into our home in coastal Maine in 2005, we were thrilled to have a third of an acre to call our own. We had spent years living with our three young sons in a cramped Brussels apartment, where our downstairs neighbor would tap his ceiling with a broom whenever the boys ran through the living room. For years, we had longed for a small piece of earth to care for -- this yard was our chance.
We started modestly that first summer, with our oldest son, Francois, and his friend helping me strip sod to create our first vegetable bed. By the end of that season, it measured around 800 square feet. The following year, we doubled it. As our family settled in, the garden became the heart of our home and my work -- I had founded a nonprofit promoting food gardening, and our backyard served as a test plot, a photo shoot location and an open-air classroom. We grew everything we could think of, even crops uncommon in Maine such as artichokes, Belgian endives and melons. Some failed, some flourished. That was part of the fun.

Two of Doiron's sons, Maxim, left, and Sebastian, ran a Saturday farm stand from the family driveway in Scarborough, Maine, in June 2012. (Roger Doiron)



French breakfast radishes were among the first harvests from the front yard garden in 2008. (Roger Doiron)


We didn't stop at the backyard. We transformed our front yard into a showcase for edible landscaping, complete with a sign to educate passersby. During the Great Recession of 2009, Jacqueline and I weighed every crop we harvested, calculating that our garden had produced 833 pounds of organic food worth more than $2,000. That figure felt like both vindication and security. We preserved everything we could, freezing and canning, eventually converting our bulkhead into a root cellar. Our sons ran a farmstand from our driveway, selling salad greens instead of lemonade. The garden gave us not just food, but also purpose and agency in an unpredictable world.
But over time, what once felt empowering began to feel burdensome. When our middle son, Maxim, left for college in 2015, and then Sebastian in 2018, we had fewer mouths to feed and fewer hands to help. We kept the large garden going -- partly out of habit, partly because it had come to define us. How do you let go of something that has shaped who you are? It's a question many face at moments of transition: retirement, an empty nest, a career pivot.
The pandemic briefly made the big garden valuable again when Maxim and Sebastian returned home. But by 2021, as life resumed its normal rhythms, Jacqueline and I looked at our sprawling beds with new eyes. We didn't need to grow as much. We didn't want to grow as much.

The Doiron family's backyard garden in Scarborough, Maine, in September 2020, at the height of its expansion. (Roger Doiron)


So we began scaling back. That year, we redrew the garden's footprint, eliminating our front yard beds and reducing the backyard garden to 800 square feet. It was emotional -- the garden had grown with our family, and now it was starting to shrink. But it wasn't defeat. It was clarity. We were learning the difference between what we needed and what we thought we should want.
Around the same time, we found ourselves part of the "sandwich generation" -- helping our son Francois navigate new parenthood while caring for my aging parents as their health declined. Our lives were shifting again, stretched between generations. And in that, I began to see a broader truth.
We live in a culture that equates progress with growth -- more consumption, more output, more striving. But what happens when more becomes unsustainable? Not just for the planet, but for us?
Last fall, we downsized the garden again -- this time to just 400 square feet, one-fifth of its peak size. The smaller plot yields more of what we value now: calm, satisfaction and space for reflection. I no longer try to grow everything -- just what brings us joy.
That joy is growing in new ways. This spring, my grandson crouched beside me to plant peas, 20 years after his father helped dig the first bed. His small hands mimicked mine with such focus that I was momentarily transfixed. Gardening is, at heart, an act of faith -- trusting something to take root and thrive. I felt that same faith watching him, sensing that what mattered most wasn't my constant pushing, but creating conditions where the next generation could flourish.

Roger Doiron planting peas with his grandson, Dax, in Scarborough, Maine, April 2025, as a way of passing the gardening torch to the next generation. (Photo by Jacqueline Doiron)



The Doiron family's downsized backyard garden in Scarborough, Maine, July 2025. The smaller plot was designed to be easier to tend. (Roger Doiron)


For years, I urged others to grow more, give more -- often asking the same of myself. But in that moment, I saw that the passion I'd cultivated was continuing through new hands. The work wasn't ending. It was evolving.
This isn't the end of the garden's story -- it is a new chapter about rightsizing. In an age of climate anxiety, economic precarity and burnout, the instinct to scale back shouldn't be confused with giving up. Whether it's a garden, a home or a career, there's wisdom in knowing when to expand and when to contract -- when to go big, and when to go home to something smaller that fits who you are now.
As we face the realities of a warming planet and depleted resources, perhaps the most important question isn't how to do more -- but how to do enough.
I continue to believe in the power of growing food. But I've come to see that the most meaningful harvests aren't always measured in pounds. Sometimes they're found in a three-year-old's muddy hands beside yours, in the peace of tending less but tending it well, and in the recognition that abundance doesn't always mean more.
Roger Doiron is the founder and director of SeedMoney, a nonprofit promoting food gardening.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Cigarette smoker shocks fellow guest
Fellow dinner guest made a rude comment about smoker going outside for a cigarette.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-08-21
Dear Miss Manners: At a dinner party, my companion quietly excused herself after the meal to smoke a cigarette. She went outside, over our nonsmoking hostess's protestations that inside was fine.
As I escorted my friend outside, I heard a fellow guest, the wife of a mutual acquaintance, shriek, "What? She SMOKES?" in a tone that would have been appropriate only if my companion had excused herself to murder people or purchase heroin. I ignored it, but I felt like I should have said something.
Is this kind of behavior going to become conventionally accepted as smoking is increasingly stigmatized?
One may have health concerns for those close to you who smoke -- or for yourself, if people smoke around you -- but there are legitimate ways to express those concerns. The case you describe fits neither.
This does not, however, entitle you to borrow your companion's cigarette so that you can return to the dinner table and put it out in the rude guest's entree. Miss Manners suggests you tell your smoking companion that you are sorry for the rudeness shown her -- and be grateful that at least the perpetrator was insecure enough to frame it as a loud stage whisper rather than a full-throated lecture to your companion's face.
Dear Miss Manners: I've been given a budget to take some out-of-town folks to dinner the day before a conference. I emailed an invitation to everyone, and received back a lot of replies indicating that they were accepting -- and bringing a spouse.
I was a little surprised. Now I'm over budget, and I think I'm in trouble. Is this really my fault? Did I not word the invitation properly?
I'm at a loss for how to word an invite without sounding like I'm assuming they could bring someone unless I told them not to. What should I do next year -- demand the budget be expanded to cover extra people, just in case?
Where is your boss in all this?
Miss Manners asks because, while she is happy to get you out of this mess, she wants you to understand that this is a business operations issue, like the other hundreds you face every year.
You are not entertaining these people because you don't have enough work during the day, nor because these people are your friends, nor because it is your idea of a good time. You are doing it because someone believes that it is in the business's interests that these customers/clients/employees be made to feel welcome while attending the conference.
In formulating the budget, no one thought to include spouses. With the benefit of experience, this was a mistake in judgment, as it leaves behind spouses who have made the trip and thought to participate in after-hours events.
Rather than demanding anything, you should be asking what your boss feels is of most value. Is it better to incur the added expense of inviting spouses, to incur the cost of displeasing these people, or to drop the preconference meal?
You are hoping there is a fourth option -- to convince these people to attend happily without their spouses -- but you already know there is not.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Spanish-American tired of questions about heritage 
How do you respond to "annoying" questions about your heritage?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-08-21
Dear Eric: As a Spanish-American, my ancestors from Spain have resided in the United States since long before the first Thanksgiving.
When one acquaintance inquired about my origin, I assumed he meant the city I recently relocated from. He clarified by asking if I was from Guatemala. In a social context, that question is exclusively directed at me. I have also encountered strangers who have initiated such inquiries. In such instances, I find it appropriate to reciprocate the question in order to alleviate any discomfort or awkwardness.
I have light skin and brown eyes, which may lead one to assume that I should blend in. I am proud of my Spanish heritage. But obviously, there is something that sets me apart. Maybe it's my last name.
I generally refrain from inquiring about individuals' origins unless it arises naturally during a conversation.
It's not a huge concern but an annoying one. How would you respond?
-- Where Are You From
From: Though it can be an innocuous question initially, the follow-up "where are you really from?" shows that there's a narrative in the questioner's mind that may or may not connect to reality. They may be trying to find commonality, but many people who experience this kind of questioning find that it actually highlights differences. The question can imply, "I don't understand what I'm seeing; explain yourself to me." And that's not appropriate.
When it comes to personal information, like history, heritage, racial makeup and origins, you don't have to share anything with anyone. So, if the answer you've given isn't accepted, answer the question with a question. "Why do you ask?"
Dear Eric: My life partner and I built and moved into our dream home together a few years ago. We have a decent-sized family and a reasonable number of friends with whom we like to socialize. We are very intentional about whom we invite over and when. Some friends get along with anyone and others are better off with their own invite on a one-on-one as they don't mix so well at larger gatherings.
With the latter group of friends, we find ourselves uptight and worried about someone getting offended or insulted by their intrusiveness, so we prefer to keep them separate.
Inevitably after a holiday weekend or some time where we had a larger gathering, these separate friends start asking questions about who was there. They end up insulted and actually ask why they weren't invited or if they are ever going to get invited to one of our "parties."
We are totally willing and able to be honest with them and explain why we don't include them with the larger group activities. We like them enough and want to stay friends but are more comfortable compartmentalizing and sorting different friends and family into the groups they fit best in.
What is your advice for the best way to handle this? We are sick of being made to feel bad or guilty for making intentional choices about what we do and don't want to do and would normally not say to someone "we aren't including you because..."
But they keep pestering us so we're not sure we have any choice but to level with them. Any thoughts?
-- Frustrated and Over It
Frustrated: I'm so glad you're willing to be honest with your friends because that's exactly what you need to do here. First off, your friends are being too pushy, which isn't a great way to get people to want to invite you places. It can be fine to ask, "is there a reason I didn't make the cut?" in small doses. But the objective should be relationship maintenance -- "are we okay?" -- rather than feelings maintenance -- "I wanted this thing, and you didn't give it to me."
That being said, how large a gathering are we talking about here? One individual in a group of, say, 20 can cause ripples but might not tank the whole party. And how much managing other people's emotions do you really want to do? If your other friends are likely to be upset by intrusive questions, maybe that's something they can manage.
These are things that you might want to think about before you have the conversation. No one is owed an invitation to a gathering, but it can feel isolating to think that "everyone" is hanging out without you. Feelings aren't facts, but it is a fact that we feel. So, I have some compassion. Talk to your friends about what kind of gatherings you're imagining, the obstacles that you anticipate throwing said gatherings, and ask them if they see the situation in the same way. Maybe they do and they'll be on better behavior; maybe they don't and don't need an invite. But the questions have to stop.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Physical 5-year-old roughhouses right through parental warnings
Parents disagree on the value of told-you-so corrections after their daughter ignores their warnings and ends up getting hurt.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-08-21
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi Carolyn! I have a 5-year-old, "Jane," and a 2-year-old. Jane is a highly physical kid and loves to roughhouse. She also ALWAYS is chewing on things that aren't food. There have been times recently where she has hurt herself doing something that I've already warned her not to do and inside I'm just screaming, "I told you so!"
Two examples in the past week: Jane is enjoying running and sliding in socks on our wood floors. I tell her she might bump into something so maybe take the socks off. She ignores me and within a minute has bumped her head and shoulder into the wall and bursts into tears. Last night she was chewing on a pen that had a little pompom on a chain. I tell her to stop or it will break. She continues chewing and somehow latches the clasp on a small gap between her teeth. It gets stuck, takes my husband and me about 10 minutes of holding her down screaming so we can unhook it.
In cases like these, I really want to say something after she calms down, like, "Honey, I give you warnings to stop something because I don't want you to get hurt." My husband feels like a lecture after she's been crying isn't going to help. Who is right?
-- Natural Consequences
Natural Consequences: Funny you mention natural consequences.
You are living the natural consequences of bare hardwood floors and pens with pompoms attached.
You want your kids to respect verbal instructions and rules. No disagreement there. But Jane's calamities say she doesn't have the impulse control for that -- yet!
So, to answer your question, neither of you is right, because you're apparently both using verbal guardrails on a kid who needs real ones.
Telling her the pen will break doesn't cut it; no more such pens in the house. Like, until the mouthing stops. Serious choking hazards here. Neurology doesn't respect your warnings.
And telling her she might crash if she slides in socks may work for some 5-year-olds, but until it works for yours, either stop her from sliding (socks off, or shoes on, or redirect), accept she will crash (stash the breakables) or put down more rugs.
Highly physical, impulsive kids are fine, they're wonderful, they grow up to rescue us and teach us and entertain us in arenas and build things and so much more -- their parents just need skill sets to match their energy. It starts with eyes open. Anticipating any child beats reacting, but with kids like this, it's your only advantage. And you've been reacting to Jane.
An example of anticipating is to add more exercise: the park, exploring nature, soccer, tumbling, kiddie music class, etc., whatever burns off the excess energy with supervision or guardrails. Keep 'em coming as she grows and any need persists. Keep the channels open with teachers, too, in case neuropsych testing is next.
You're strategizing with an eye to the rest of her childhood, making a for-now plan with room for updates. She may not roughhouse at 16 but may drive too fast, for example.
Readers' thoughts:
	As a special-education teacher, I recommend "The Out-of-Sync Child Has Fun." Am I saying your child has sensory processing problems? Nope! But for a child prone to taking physical risks, there are a lot of fun, safe ideas. Check it out of your local library and see.
	Oh dear, this was absolutely me. Three dance classes a week at least made me more coordinated and graceful in my fidgeting and sliding. I would spend ages practicing time steps instead of tumbling on the living room couches. In my case, it was actual ADHD -- not making any suggestions or diagnoses for Jane -- but Jane's extra energy can be focused on very positive habits if you find what works for her.
	My son is now 21 and playing intercollegiate rugby. He has survived to adulthood, and I have had to spend time recognizing that MY anxiety was the primary issue. Chewing on choking hazards notwithstanding, kids slide, crash, tumble, tear, break, get their hearts broken, get treated badly by friends, get fired, get into car accidents and the list goes on. We cannot save them from getting hurt, but we can save them from having to deal with OUR anxiety on top of learning how to live in the world.
	As the mom of a rambunctious child: 1. Learning he had ADHD when he was 11 wasn't great; wish we'd known much earlier. 2. HE IS AWESOME, and I just love the surprises. (Well, most of them.)
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Advice
Husband tried to forbid my nightly run with a neighbor. Hax readers give advice.
Letter writer has run at night since age 15, but now that a male neighbor joins in, husband is alleging it's an affair.

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post 


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-08-20
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I started running at night when my mom got cancer, and I couldn't sleep. I was 15, and the super annoying but kind neighbor boy ran wordlessly with me until I was so exhausted I could fall asleep. My college and young adult years were in NYC, which made for easy and safe runs in a city that never sleeps.
Now, I'm married with young kids in the burbs, and I was itching for night runs. I posted to a neighborhood group, and a small group came together but quickly dwindled to just me and John. John lives two blocks over. He is seven years ahead of me in age/marriage/kids, and he and I can run at a decent clip together.
My husband has never liked my night runs but now he's decided I'm having an affair with John, or it is too unsafe and he "forbids" me to run. Excuse me? I'm an autonomous adult. I told him he cannot forbid me. Night running is key to my physical and mental well-being. It's free. It's after the kids are in bed 3x a week. WHAT is the problem? He can't articulate it.
Six months arguing about this, and it all came to a head when he bought me a treadmill for my birthday. I left the room in tears. This seemingly small issue is now enormous. I've asked to go to counseling together, and he thinks I'm overreacting and refuses. I'm still night running with John. Help.
-- Night Runner
Night Runner: Keep night running with John. Anytime your husband brings it up, tell him he either needs to get over it or start counseling with you. Then look at other areas of your marriage where he might be controlling you or imposing his rules on the family without considering your input. If it's only this one thing, then perhaps he can get used to your runs. If it's more than this or he continues to nag or argue, then I would start counseling by yourself to get clarity about your options.
-- Not Overreacting
Night Runner: This isn't about running. This isn't about your relationship with John. You admit that you began your night runs to deal with the bigger stress of your mom being sick. Totally understandable. What are you running to deal with now? Does your husband know what you are stressed about? Have you opened up? Or are you just running? Running away from him? Running away from your feelings?
I don't know, and I am not here to judge. I could see a person in your husband's shoes feeling pushed away and trying to understand but then going to worst-case scenario, because when our people don't talk about what's bothering them, we fill in the gaps. Share your stress, fears and reasons for running, and maybe you and your husband will feel more connected.
-- Open
Night Runner: You are amazing for carving out time to take care of yourself with two young kids. You're doubly amazing for reaching out to others to add a social dimension when that felt right to you. And you're triply amazing for keeping it up under a pressure campaign to stop, by the person who should be supporting you the most.
He's "never liked" something that makes you feel good, keeps you healthy and strong, maintains your independence and creates bonds with others. Now he reveals he believes he's entitled to "forbid" you to do it. That is dangerously controlling, and the imposition of a device designed to keep you stuck at home, under the guise of a gift to keep you safe, is so manipulative. Keep running -- preferably far away from him.
-- Run
Night Runner: Your husband is in the wrong, first and foremost. For perspective, I have a healthy 12-year relationship with my wife, and likewise would not love a three times per week standing rendezvous with another man. But we would talk about it, I would listen, she would listen. Ultimately, I suspect her autonomy would win over my jealousy, and/or other creative solutions may bubble up that preserve her needs while at least nodding toward my reservations about it.
That process seems to be the gap here: He will not listen to your point of view, and he cannot articulate his own point of view. So you are lacking the process of coming to an understanding. That's what I'd fight for: that process. Counseling would indeed help -- it equips you with words to use in these conversations -- but the process will only work insofar as your husband is willing to be an engaged participant in it, and it seems like he isn't willing. I'm sorry.
-- He's wrong
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Voraciously
How to use rotisserie chicken as a shortcut to easy weeknight dinners
Store-bought rotisserie chicken can save you time and effort, not to mention help you make some pretty tasty meals.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2025-08-20
School is back in session, and for many families the nightly dinner rush has gotten even more, well, rushed. Meal prep on the weekends is great if you can squeeze in the time between all your other obligations and activities. Still, it's not always going to happen, even with the best of intentions. There's takeout and ready-made meals, but if you're mindful of price and nutrition, they're not an everyday solution.
So what about something in-between? That's where the ubiquitous rotisserie chicken comes in. You'll find them at almost any grocery store, warm and full of potential for feeding your entire family at a fairly reasonable price.
Shoppers agree. The National Chicken Council estimates that 1 billion rotisserie chickens are sold in the United States each year. (A few years ago, a Philadelphia man ate 40 in 40 days by himself!)
To inspire you and help you get dinner on the table faster, my colleagues and I developed a few recipes using rotisserie chicken. You'll find those here, as well as a few back-pocket tips for making the most of these supermarket staples.
"Supermarkets cook fresh rotisserie chickens every two to four hours from 8 or 9 a.m. until about 4 to 6 p.m.," Perry Santanachote wrote for Consumer Reports. The best selection is usually at peak evening hours, Anne-Marie Roerink, founder of the grocery market research firm 210 Analytics, told Santanachote. Some stores offer a guaranteed hot chicken during those hours, and if they're not available, you may be able to receive a free one on your next visit. If you want to know when the chicken was prepared, look for a time stamp on the package, or inquire at the deli counter.

Thai-Style Chicken Curry. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Rotisserie chickens may already be cheaper than buying a whole, raw bird, though they do tend to be smaller. To get more bang for your buck, pay attention to store circulators or the store's loyalty app on your phone, where you may need to clip the coupon to get the discounted price. Consider buying an extra chicken and freezing the meat to use in the next month or so. While not everyone loves the texture of defrosted chicken on its own, it's still a great addition to soups, stews, pot pies and other dishes where it melds with other ingredients. Case in point: My Thai-Style Chicken Curry, above.
Rotisserie chickens are typically injected with a solution to enhance moisture and flavor. The ingredients may include sugar and sodium, as well as natural flavors, gums and carrageenan, a common food additive made from red seaweed. Read the label to see what may have been added to the chicken you're buying, or follow up with the store's deli counter. To best assess the taste and texture of the chicken before you use it in a dish, try it at room temperature, former Washington Post staffer Bonnie Benwick recommended. (If you are breaking down the chicken when you arrive home, that's an ideal time to sample.)

Barbecue Chicken Quesadillas. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


In addition to plain rotisserie chicken, the supermarket might sell other flavors, including lemon-pepper or rosemary-garlic. Be sure to buy the correct one, especially if a recipe has its own particular flavor profile, as in Aaron Hutcherson's Barbecue Chicken Quesadillas, above. A regularly seasoned bird will be more multipurpose than some of the other options.
While it's a little extra work up front, the meat is much easier to work with while it's warm. Plus, when it comes time to throw together quick meals on a weeknight, you'll be a step ahead of the game.

Straining broth made with a chicken carcass. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Use the bones to make broth. Simmer the carcass with vegetable scraps in a pot on the stovetop, or use the Instant Pot for a faster, more hands-off process. Daniela Galarza's Leftover Roast Chicken Soup is a great example. If you're not going to use the broth right away, go ahead and stash it in bags or deli containers in your freezer (just be sure to leave head space to account for expansion). Don't have time to make the broth right away? You can freeze the carcass as well and use it straight from the freezer.
Most rotisserie chicken skin is unappealing once you get around to eating it, and many recipes don't even make use of it. But that doesn't mean you should throw it away. While you can certainly fry the skins in oil, as in this Chicken Soup With Benefits recipe, I got incredibly crisp results in the air fryer, no extra oil needed. The time may vary depending on the thickness of the skin and how you cut it (I preferred thin strips), but for me, the sweet spot was 7 to 8 minutes at 320 degrees. Use the crispy skin as a garnish on casseroles or pasta, eat out of hand like chips or use to scoop up a nice dip.
The USDA recommends that cooked chicken be used or frozen within four days. For the best flavor, use frozen cooked chicken within four months.

Basic Roast Chicken. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Any time you see a recipe that calls for rotisserie chicken, you can, of course, substitute a bird you cook yourself. May I suggest this Basic Roast Chicken? Because some store-bought birds are seasoned more heavily, or injected with the solutions mentioned above, you may need to tweak the salt in your finished dish if you've been more restrained when roasting the chicken.

Chicken and Black Bean Hand Pies. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Be extra efficient by thinking about how else you can streamline your cooking using more store-bought staples. In her Chicken and Black Bean Hand Pies, above, former recipes editor Ann Maloney combines the chopped meat with jarred salsa, canned beans and ready-made pie crusts for a fun and easy air-fryer meal (they can be baked in the oven as well). My curry recipe makes use of jarred curry paste and frozen vegetables, while Aaron's quesadillas are great way to feature your favorite store-bought barbecue sauce. More possibilities: Make a quick pizza or calzone with store-bought dough. Create mini pot pies with phyllo or puff pastry. Snag some wrappers and coleslaw mix (cook it first!) for homemade egg rolls, which I've been making a lot of in the air fryer. The list goes on.
Of course, we have plenty to suggest. Here's a sampling of recipes that call for cooked chicken, arranged by category.
Chicken salad/salads with chicken
	Tarragon Chicken Salad
	Salad Olivieh (Persian-Style Chicken and Potato Salad)
	Chicken Curry Salad
	Chicken Salad With Berries and Lemon-Poppy Seed Dressing
	Freds Chopped Chicken Salad

Chicken and noodles
	Harissa Chicken Noodle Lettuce Cups
	Spicy Noodle Salad With Sesame-Hoisin Chicken
	Cold Sesame Noodles With Shredded Chicken
	Chiang Mai Chicken Noodles

Chicken sandwiches
	Coronation Chicken Sandwiches
	Deli Salad Sandwich 3 Ways
	Double Mango Curry Chicken Salad Sandwich

Other chicken dishes
	Jackfruit or Chicken Tinga
	Chicken Pot Pies With Phyllo Crust
	Hot Buffalo Chicken Dip
	Black and White Bean Chicken Chili
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Food
Cooking chat: I found a 3-year-old turkey in the freezer. What should I make?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Chile-Rubbed Roast Turkey. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post;; props by Limonata Creative for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-08-21
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
The best ways to cook zucchini
Baking, grilling, stir-frying and more ways to explore all of the flavor and texture possibilities of zucchini. 

(Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-08-20
Zucchini is seemingly everywhere this time of year. Among the many types of summer squash, it's what you're most likely to see at markets and on grocery store shelves in the warmer months. But even within the world of zucchini, there are still several different shades and shapes of the prolific vegetable.
There's the classic green variety, spherical eight-ball, striped cocozelle and golden zucchini that's the color of daffodils. Though they look different, they all have a similarly quiet flavor profile, making them interchangeable when it comes to cooking.
Keep in mind that zucchini skins and seeds are both edible. When shopping for the summer squash, select specimens that feel fairly heavy for their size, given that they are mostly water. Also look for those without soft spots or wrinkled skin (not to be confused with the bumps and grooves characteristic of certain varieties). Also, smaller zucchini are typically more tender, have fewer seeds and are more flavorful.
Perhaps the most straightforward way to enjoy the vegetable is sauteed in olive oil and seasoned with salt and pepper, which can get boring quickly given zucchini's mild flavor. Of course, adding other seasonings keeps things interesting, but how it's prepared can improve both flavor and texture. Here's how to make the most of zucchini this season.

Zucchini Noodle Salad. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


There's no need to cook zucchini at all. When using it raw, it's best to keep the pieces small to create more surface area for seasonings and dressings to cling to. Cut it into thin rounds in Raw Corn, Zucchini and Snap Pea Salad or coarsely grate it in Zucchini, Pea and Spinach Salad.
For an extra dose of whimsy, Nourish columnist Ellie Krieger's recipe for Zucchini Noodle Salad (above) spiralizes the vegetable into noodles. She also includes a tip to salt the zucchini ahead of time, which improves its flavor and softens the vegetable slightly.

Stuffed Zucchini. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


When temperatures dip slightly -- or if your home is well air-conditioned -- turn on the oven for a more hands-off approach to preparing zucchini. Baking is a smart approach when the vegetable is kept in larger pieces so that it cooks all the way through. In Stuffed Zucchini (above), from former Food and Dining editor Joe Yonan, each squash is cut in half and then stuffed with a mixture of feta cheese, tomatoes, beans and olives for a Mediterranean-inspired main course. Instead of boats, another option is Hasselback Zucchini, in which the flavorings are tucked between accordion-like, breadcrumb-topped slices.
The high heat of roasting helps to get rid of some of zucchini's moisture, concentrating the flavor and leaving it with a denser texture. Since the oven is on, throw in other ingredients to cook alongside the vegetable to turn it into a full meal. Add a protein and serve it with pasta, as in Roasted Lemon Shrimp and Zucchini With Pasta, for a light but filling summer meal. Or keep it vegetarian and roast the squash with potatoes and halloumi cheese to serve atop a zippy sauce, as in Roasted Halloumi, Zucchini and Potatoes With Red Pepper Sauce.
If you're looking for an alternative to frying, you can also try something like Baked Zucchini "Fries," where the squash is cut into batons and coated in a mixture of parmesan cheese, panko and garlic powder before a trip to the oven that produces a crunchy exterior while keeping the interior tender.

Grilled Zucchini and Corn Tacos With Quick-Pickled Chiles. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


If you're already firing up the grill for the protein of your choice, throw on some planks of zucchini to make an easy, smoky side dish, as in Grilled Fish With Dill Sauce and Zucchini. Or, if you're looking for a fun snack or appetizer, stuff the grilled planks of squash with lemon- and garlic-seasoned mashed white beans, arugula and basil, as in Grilled Zucchini Roll-Ups With White Beans and Arugula. For a main course, make a batch of staff writer Daniela Galarza's Grilled Zucchini and Corn Tacos With Quick-Pickled Chiles (above), which are bursting with texture and flavor.

Crispy Tofu and Zucchini Stir-Fry. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


High(er)-heat stovetop cooking is a quick way to transform zucchini. You can saute the squash to add to pastas, as in Spicy Zucchini Parm Skillet With Orzo, or casserole-type dishes, such as Sweet Pepper, Zucchini and Cheddar Clafoutis. A hard sear will add nice char to the vegetable without it becoming too soft, as in Seared Zucchini and Wilted Chard Tacos. Another option is stir-frying bite-size pieces of the summer squash -- alongside whatever other ingredients you wish -- and then coating the entire pan in a flavorful sauce to serve with rice, as in Crispy Tofu and Zucchini Stir-Fry (above).

Whole-Wheat Zucchini Bread. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Grating zucchini and incorporating it into batters for baked goods allows you to showcase -- or hide -- the squash as much as you wish. If you're looking to convince picky kids to eat more vegetables, whip up a batch of rich and dense Fudgy Zucchini Muffins. For a savory option that puts zucchini front and center, try a Big Zucchini Pancake With Yogurt-Feta Sauce. Or for something in between, there's Whole-Wheat Zucchini Bread (above), a gently sweet take on the classic from recipes editor Becky Krystal.

Don't be afraid to change up the way you cut that zucchini. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


That's just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to what you can do with zucchini. Deep- or pan-fry, as in Zucchini Fritters; quick-pickle it, as in Pickled Zucchini; or gently cook and puree it into a soup, as in Chilled Creamy Zucchini Soup With Tarragon. And if you already have zucchini recipes that you love, simply changing the way you cut the vegetable can give it a whole new vibe.
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        This Broadway recasting of an Asian American with a White actor is a big misstep
        Naveen Kumar

        The decision by "Maybe Happy Ending" to replace Tony winner Darren Criss with Andrew Barth Feldman has drawn justifiable backlash.

      

      
        Alex Katz knows when to shut up. This stunning painting proves it.
        Sebastian Smee

        In "Good Afternoon" at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, painter Alex Katz squeezes more flavor and subtlety out of color than all but a handful of modern masters.

      

      
        The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
        Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly

        Get outside at Arena Stage's community block party, Nationals Park's opera night, a rooftop Caribbean celebration or the Maryland Renaissance Festival.

      

      
        The 37 definitive rules of going to the theater
        Naveen Kumar, Shane O'Neill, Thomas Floyd, Sophia Solano, Hannah Sampson, Zachary Pincus-Roth

        Everything you need to know about seats, coats, eating, drinking, clapping, peeing, compliments, autographs and not being a jerk to those around you.

      

      
        What's the sound of one Coen directing? 'Honey Don't!'
        Ty Burr

        Margaret Qualley owns the screen as a desert private eye.

      

      
        Why is everyone watching 'The Summer I Turned Pretty'?
        Sonia Rao

        The Jenny Han adaptation is intended for teen audiences. Adults are hooked, too.

      

      
        Animation's all-time box office king is now in English. It may still confuse you.
        Chris Klimek

        "Ne Zha II" adapts a complex Chinese legend, helped by stunning visuals and a cast that includes Michelle Yeoh.

      

      
        Trump says Smithsonian is too focused on slavery. Scholars see sanitizing.
        Janay Kingsberry, Kelsey Ables

        President Donald Trump threatened to unleash his attorneys on the Smithsonian, saying the institution was fixated on "how bad slavery was."

      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Theater
This Broadway recasting of an Asian American with a White actor is a big misstep
The decision by "Maybe Happy Ending" to replace Tony winner Darren Criss with Andrew Barth Feldman has drawn justifiable backlash.

Helen J Shen and Darren Criss in "Maybe Happy Ending." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-08-21
"Maybe Happy Ending" began as an underdog, its uncertain fate summed up by the title. When the rom-com about two outdated humanoid robots opened in November, it defied the reigning formulas for Broadway musicals spun from popular movies or song catalogues, with its dazzling score, oddball story and intimate, gorgeously executed production. Critical acclaim and word of mouth helped "Maybe Happy Ending" prove that quality and originality can still win out on Broadway. Its ticket sales increased and it took home six Tony Awards, including for star Darren Criss, who made history as the first Asian American to win best leading actor in a musical.
The production became engulfed in controversy last month over its decision to cast a White actor, Andrew Barth Feldman, to take over the role when Criss leaves at the end of August. The musical's unusual development trajectory began with a Korean-language 2016 premiere in Seoul, where the story is partly set, and subsequent productions in Japan and China. The original Broadway cast features mostly actors from Asian American and/or Pacific Islander (AAPI) backgrounds, so the replacement has been perceived as snatching an opportunity away for another AAPI performer to assume the role.
The move is a fumbling misstep that could have easily been avoided -- there's no shortage of talented AAPI actors to play the role -- and it's drawn particular ire toward a show that's already an unlikely triumph.
Outcry ignited on social media. Tony winner B.D. Wong called Feldman's casting "a hard slap in the face of both the Asian actor community and the Asian audience," in a lengthy and impassioned Facebook post. An open letter Wong later shared denouncing the decision has gathered more than 2,400 supporters.  "Oh, Mary!" Tony nominee Conrad Ricamora pointed to the "pain from being told -- subtly and explicitly -- that we don't belong" and said that he launched a scholarship fund for Asian American men to study acting. The advocacy group Asian American Performers Action Coalition released a statement expressing "profound disappointment." After weeks of backlash, it was announced Wednesday that Criss would return to the role Nov. 5, with his departure amounting to a leave of absence.
The response from "Maybe Happy Ending" creators Will Aronson and Hue Park, posted July 31 to the show's Instagram account, raises some valid counterpoints amid a soft shoe of mea culpas. Yes, these are robots we're talking about, and do they even have ethnicities? They acknowledged that "the makeup of our opening night cast became a meaningful and rare point of visibility" for the AAPI community but also claimed that such representation "wasn't our original intent." They went on to suggest, with a deep backbend in logic, that casting actors of any Asian background to play the robots -- as a shorthand way of establishing the Korean setting -- might seem "regressive, or even offensive to the uniqueness of Korean culture."
A commenter on the post helpfully pointed out that in May, during Asian Pacific Heritage Month and the show's Tony campaign, the account posted: "Maybe Happy Ending is proud to be a part of rejoicing Asian representation on Broadway  As we celebrate diverse voices on stage." It seems that touting the show's commitment to representation was advantageous until the precise moment that it wasn't.
In their statement, Aronson and Park also expressed their hope that the musical will enjoy a long life and eventually be performed by a variety of actors in different contexts while still being set in Korea.
For now, the show is still on Broadway, where it surpassed steep odds but remains in a fragile position, despite its Tony win for best musical. The production, which opened with modest advance ticket sales, has seen weekly grosses grow steadily this summer to consistently exceed the $1 million mark. But running a Broadway musical is hugely expensive, and the vast majority fail to recoup their initial investment. The show will compete with a new season of shows in the fall.
That's the environment in which the production decided to cast Feldman, who in 2019 stepped into the lead role of "Dear Evan Hansen" while still in high school. Though not exactly marquee casting, his profile among musical theater fans -- he has over a quarter million Instagram followers, a sizable count for a Broadway star -- can't hurt. (Feldman also happens to be in a relationship with the show's lead actress, Helen J Shen, which could be seen as a marketing opportunity.)

Shen and Feldman are seen in New York in May. (Dominik Bindl/Getty Images)


But "Maybe Happy Ending" has been buoyed by the goodwill of its supporters, and losing that now could affect its future.
To repeat the obvious, stories that showcase Asian and Asian American characters -- and opportunities for artists from those backgrounds to play them -- are rare across American media, and particularly in the limited real estate of Broadway. Another Tony winner this year, Francis Jue, won for his performance in "Yellow Face," David Henry Hwang's play about casting White actors in Asian parts. That show, first produced in 2007, partly recalls Hwang's own highly publicized campaign against the casting of a White lead in the Broadway premiere of "Miss Saigon." History still seems to be repeating.
The problem is systemic and can be traced through the pipelines that have led to a preponderance of White leadership across the industry -- among educators, artists and, crucially, producers. All of that needs to be addressed, with concerted effort and at every level, if the industry hopes to achieve the sort of change to equity and representation that was called for when the movement known as We See You, White American Theater released a call to action in 2020 with 82,000 signatures.
One show, and one casting replacement, isn't going to fix the root of the problem. And perhaps eventually, "Maybe Happy Ending" could be performed by actors of any background and not draw backlash. But on the heels of Criss's historic win, and at a time when the social value of diverse representation is being questioned altogether, the casting decision was an unforced error.
"Maybe Happy Ending" has an opportunity to be part of the solution to a problem its existence is helping to solve already. The production has  taken its biggest risk, in bringing an offbeat, difficult-to-market show to the industry's top platform and achieving an escalating level of success. Why not continue to showcase Asian American talent while they're at it?
This story has been updated.
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Alex Katz knows when to shut up. This stunning painting proves it.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Going Out Guide
The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Get outside at Arena Stage's community block party, Nationals Park's opera night, a rooftop Caribbean celebration or the Maryland Renaissance Festival.

(Destiny King)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-08-21
The Capital Weather Gang predicts sunshine and blue skies will rule the weekend, which is great news for the plethora of outdoor events on our agenda: A block party with music and dancing celebrating Arena Stage's annual Community Day; the Washington National Opera's Opera in the Outfield, which allows fans to spread a blanket in the Nationals Park grass to watch "Porgy and Bess"; the opening weekend of the ever-popular Maryland Renaissance Festival, with free admission for most children; a Caribbean festival on Union Market's rooftop space, with live music, dancers, and traditional food and rum; and the return of the Fort Dupont Summer Concert Series, which has a '90s R&B theme. Elsewhere, you can head to Frederick for Summers Farm's annual flower festival, make reservations for Alexandria Restaurant Week, or bring your pups to dog-themed parties at the National Arboretum and Congressional Cemetery.
GoGo Karaoke at Legacy HiFi
Ever been to a go-go show and wished you could be the rapper or lead talker onstage? Twice a month, Legacy HiFi lets audience members live out their dream, hosting a karaoke session with the UCB House Band and backing up the singers at the no-frills Adams Morgan bar. Just tell the musicians what you want to sing. 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
Dog Days "Pup Up" at the National Arboretum
Just in time for the dog days of summer, the Friends of the National Arboretum group hosts three dog-focused events on the grounds of the arboretum. This one, held at the National Grove of State Trees, features Washington Capitals goaltender Logan Thompson discussing his love of rescue animals, and adoptable dogs from D.C.'s Humane Rescue Alliance. Four-legged attendees receive free pup cups. Dogs must be leashed at all times, and frisbees and balls are prohibited. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Magic Mic at Right Proper Brewing
The most magical thing happening most nights at Right Proper's Shaw brewpub is seeing how quickly you can make a pint of Raised By Wolves Pale Ale disappear. On this evening, though, veteran magician Charlie Ross is performing close-up magic in the taproom -- card and coin tricks, mind reading, picking your pockets. --  It'll happen feet or inches away from your table, making you wonder whether  you can believe your eyes. 8 to 9:30 p.m. $28.52.
AdMo Vibe: Justin Trawick in Kalorama Park
The  latest concert in Adams Morgan's outdoor series brings the rootsy Americana and blues of Justin Trawick and the Common Good to the grassy lawn of Kalorama Park. Grab a picnic from a nearby restaurant offering takeout specials for attendees, such as $10 pork belly buns at Sakuramen, or two pupusas or empanadas and a drink for $10 at El Tamarindo. (See a full list of deals on the AdMo Vibe website.) 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Restaurant Week
D.C.'s Summer Restaurant Week runs through Sunday, but Alexandria is muscling into the spotlight this weekend for its 10-day Alexandria Restaurant Week, with more than 70 eateries offering multicourse meals for $30, $40 or $50. Deals vary: Some include beverages, some offer wine pairings for an additional fee, and some locations, like Pork Barrel BBQ and Capo Italian Deli, make it a dinner for two for $30. Several of our top-rated Alexandria restaurants are participating, including Thompson Italian, Royal Nepal and Vermilion. See a full list of menus and prices on the Visit Alexandria website. Through Aug. 31. $30-$50.
The Ultimate '00s Dance Party at Metrobar
Local cover band So Fetch has repeatedly packed venues, including 9:30 Club and Dewey Beach's Bottle and Cork, by giving the people what they want: feel-good, sing-along hits of the early 2000s, like "Sugar, We're Going Down," "Umbrella," "Party in the U.S.A.," "Sk8r Boi," "Oops, I Did It Again" and, inevitably, "Mr. Brightside." The group is taking the party outside this week at Metrobar for "The Ultimate '00s Dance Party." Happy hour runs from 4 to 7 p.m., before the music begins, and 2000s-era outfits are encouraged. 8 p.m. $13.26.
Improvapalooza Comedy Show at Studio Theatre
At Improvapalooza, everybody's funny! And you get extra points if you can improv the funny. The Washington Improv Theater is hoisting over 200 shows in less than a week, working to showcase experimental improv. Now, it's coming to Studio Theatre. Thinkwhimsical outfits, creativity and laughs big enough to fill the theater. Seating is "festival-style," meaning it's first-come, first-served, so get there early. If you're looking for a buzz before the show, no outside alcohol is allowed, but Kbird in Studio will sell drinks for $2 off with mention of WIT. 7:30 p.m. to 3:30 a.m. $24.14.
Ladies Love R&B with Lloyd at AIR
If one person knows R&B and knows it well, it's singer Lloyd, whose most popular song is "You" featuring rapper Lil Wayne. Picture Lloyd, drinks, and you and your ladies at a night of R&B classics at AIR in Adams Morgan. The event starts with a brunch that turns into a dinner, then the lounge opens up around 9 p.m. If you get there before midnight, your entry will be free. So, if you're in the mood to listen to the jams of the genre, then this may be the place to spend your Friday night with your friends. 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. Free-$30.23.
Swiss Film Club: 'Longing for the World' at Lamont Plaza
Did you know the Swiss Embassy has a public film club dedicated to watching and talking about Swiss cinema? It does, although the monthly screenings and group discussions primarily take place online. Not this time: The embassy has organized an outdoor movie night at Lamont Plaza in Mount Pleasant. The chosen film is "Longing for the World," a 2023 coming-of-age drama set on the shores of Lake Geneva in summer, shown in French with English subtitles. Low camp chairs, blankets and picnics are encouraged -- it's a good time to support the small restaurants and shops lining Mount Pleasant Street. Screening begins at 7:30 p.m. Free.
Back 2 School Carnival at King Greenleaf Recreation Center
GOODProjects -- a service organization founded by three Black men to provide assistance to D.C. families living in poverty -- is ringing in the school year with a carnival. If your kids are feeling down about returning to classes, a celebration with food, treats and a live DJ might just lift their spirits. In addition to the festivities, free backpacks and school supplies will be given out to those in need. 4 to 8 p.m. Free, but registration is encouraged.
Women's Rugby World Cup viewing parties at As You Are
The Women's Rugby World Cup kicks off this weekend in England, with the hosts --  ranked No. 1 in the world -- facing the 10th-ranked U.S. women in the first match. As You Are is hosting viewing parties for the Americans' group-stage games against England (Friday at 2:30 p.m.) and sixth-ranked Australia (Aug. 30 at 2:30 p.m.). Admission is free.
Clocked Out at the Atlantis
The 9:30 Club's staff is more than just the people who take your tickets, pour your beers or keep the crowd under control -- some of them are talented musicians, too. See another side of the club's employees during the annual Clocked Out party, when they show off their bands. Singer-songwriter Bridget Artman, alternative hip-hop artist IAMJALEO and rockers Live at Zac's House and Thunderpaw perform, with a DJ set from Epic Rell. 7:30 p.m. $13.
Teen Mortgage at the Black Cat
It can sometimes be challenging for a great live act to capture the electricity of their concerts on a recording. That's not the case for Teen Mortgage, the D.C.-based power duo that absolutely rips through the speakers with "Devil Ultrasonic Dream," an all-killer-no-filler collection of garage-punk anthems and one of the year's tightest albums. The band will join Glitterer, Toro and Anthony Family at a benefit for Gaza Thrift. 7 p.m. $29.90.
Arena Stage Community Day
Arena Stage's annual open house is spilling out into the street this year, as the theater near the Wharf takes over Sixth Street SW for an August block party. Neighbors and avid theatergoers alike are invited to this free, day-long event, which includes live music, dancing and performances. You'll be able to get crafty with hands-on art activities, or check out the vendors and food trucks setting up shop on the pavement. The family-friendly event includes fun for all ages, like lawn games, face painting, a costume photo booth and more surprises. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. SW. arenastage.org. Free.
Opera in the Outfield at Nationals Park
The worlds of Nationals fans and Washington National Opera fans intersect during Opera in the Outfield, an annual event that allows fans to set up a blanket on the outfield grass at Nationals Park and watch a free broadcast WNO production on the scoreboard's big screen. This year's show is WNO Artistic Director Francesca Zambello's adaptation of "Porgy and Bess," with its classic "Summertime" refrain. Before the broadcast, the evening begins with balloon twisters and crafts at 4:30 p.m., followed by a showcase of Puerto Rican music and dance by Semilla Cultural (in honor of WNO's upcoming "West Side Story"), and songs from the Georgia Sea Islands performed by Jubilee Voices. Before the opera begins, catch a screening of the kid-friendly short "Elephant & Piggie's Slopera! A Bite-Sized Opera" written by Mo Willems and Carlos Simon. Gates open at 4:30 p.m. and broadcast begins at 6:30 p.m. Nationals Park, 1500 South Capitol St. SE. kennedycenter.org. Free.
Maryland Renaissance Festival
There was drama in the village of Revel Grove this month, as the Maryland Renaissance Festival's website wasn't able to keep up with demand on the first day of ticket sales, and Renn Fest fans found long queues and repeated crashes. But worry not! Tickets are still available for opening weekend, which also happens to be Children's Weekend, when visitors age 15 and younger enter free with an adult purchase. More than 300,000 revelers flock to Anne Arundel County each year to go back in time to the reign of Henry VIII -- complete with costumes, archery demonstrations, fiddlers, a jousting arena and smoked turkey legs for sale in the bustling village of Revel Grove. Once the festival has been opened by the king and his court, it runs on Saturdays and Sundays through mid-October. Themed weekends occur throughout the nine-week run, like Pirate Adventure Weekend on Sept. 13-14, Celtic Celebration on Sept. 20-21, or a singles mixer on Saturday, Sept. 27, so factor those into your plans. We can't stress this enough: Get online ASAP to buy tickets, as no tickets are sold at the festival gate. Saturdays and Sundays through Oct. 19. Open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Through Sept. 7: $26 for ages 16 to 61, $23 for ages 62 and older, and $14 for children ages 7 to 15. Beginning Sept. 13: $32 for ages 16 to 61, $28 for ages 62 and older, and $18 for children ages 7 to 15. Children ages 6 and younger do not need a ticket.
Island Lime Festival at Hi-Lawn
Treat yourself to a Caribbean vacation -- complete with live reggae, costumed Carnival dancers, rum cocktails, and vendors selling dishes like doubles and coconut rolls -- under the sun atop Union Market. The Island Lime Festival, taking over the rooftop at Hi-Lawn, features live music from Image Band, Proverbs Reggae Band and Sol Y Rumba, plus tunes from DJ Sprang International and DJ Slice, and performances by Carnival dancers. Restaurants and caterers, including Bammys, Bobby's Doubles and Wi Jammin sell Caribbean eats, and libations come from the Caribbean Rum Shop. 2 to 10 p.m. $13.20.
Summers Farm Flower Festival
Acres of sunflowers, zinnias and wildflowers provide the colorful backdrop for the annual Flower Festival at Summers Farm near Frederick. You're allowed to pick a small bouquet, but you'll spend more time taking many, many pictures and videos amid the three dozen varieties of flowers. Each day includes live music, corn hole and other backyard games, barnyard animals and a local beer and wine garden.  Family activities include giant slides, hay bales for climbing, corn pits, jumping pads and swings. $20.95. Free for children age 2 and younger.
Chicagopalooza at the Roost
The Windy City comes to the nation's capital this weekend, as the Roost goes to the (Chicago) dogs. A celebration of things Second City features, of course, a menu of Chicago-style hot dogs, ranging from the usual dragged-through-the-garden variety on a poppy seed bun to corn roll tamales and two-frank double dogs. Wash those down with your choice of eight beers from two of Chicago's best breweries, Dovetail and Off Color, and cocktails, such as the modern classic Paper Plane, created at Chicago's now-closed Violet Hour. There are combos, too, such as the Chicago Handshake -- a beer and a shot of the infamously bitter Jeppson's Malort for $10, or a beer, shot and hot dog for $15. Noon. Free admission.
Fort Dupont Summer Concert Series
For more than 50 years, concerts at Fort Dupont have served as community gatherings  that happen to groove to names like Gil Scott-Heron, Roy Ayers, Jill Scott and Ramsey Lewis. The summer series features only two dates this year, kicking off with the '90s R&B Summer Closeout. William "Smooth" Wardlaw's Luther ReLives, a tribute to Luther Vandross, and soulful singer Syleena Johnson take the stage, alongside DJ Lance Reynolds. Bring coolers, lawn chairs and picnics, but leave grills, tents and glass containers at home. Gates open at 5:30 p.m.; concert begins at 7. Free.
Late Skate at Anacostia Park
There's only one roller skating pavilion in the National Park Service, and it's located at D.C.'s Anacostia Park. Check out this scenic place to skate, with views of the Anacostia River, during a Late Skate session. This series invites visitors to roller skate from noon until 10 p.m., with a DJ providing the soundtrack. Late Skate is completely free: even skate rentals are on the house with a government-issued ID. Noon to 10 p.m. Anacostia Park, 1500 Anacostia Drive SE. nps.gov. Free.
Anxo-versary at Anxo
The calendar has little meaning at Anxo, the cider tasting room on Kennedy Street NW: It celebrated its sixth anniversary on May 28, 2023. Last year's seventh anniversary party fell on June 9. And this year, for eight years in Brightwood, it's ... in August? No matter when the big occasion happens, it's a good deal: Specials include $5 drafts of Anxo's award-winning dry and farmhouse ciders, and crowd-pleasing $7 burgers, which return to the menu only on special occasions. Noon to 5 p.m. Free admission.
Around the World Cultural Food Festival at Oronoco Bay Park
The Around the World Cultural Food Festival lives up to its name with two dozen restaurants and food trucks serving cuisines from Afghanistan to Vietnam by way of Ghana, Korea and Peru. A full day of activities includes traditional music and dance performances by groups representing Brazil, Germany, Indonesia and other countries; a marketplace with dozens of makers and vendors; a beer garden; and moon bounces and kites for children. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Beer Pong Speed Dating at Ugly Mug
Beer Pong is the type of game that everyone knows how to play (hopefully), so if you mix it with speed dating, maybe some of the awkwardness should be eliminated. And if you don't know how to play, no worries -- just come ready to date. Certified singles and certified Beer Pong legends are invited to the Ugly Mug to find the love of their life over spilled beer, laughs and friendly competition. After the speed dating, the night extends into a full tournament. The tickets are priced at $23.18, but only temporarily -- the money will be returned to guests after they show up to the event. 5 to 7 p.m. $23.18.
Airplane Mode at the Line
We keep hearing that young (and young-at-heart) people are craving real-life connections and third spaces -- and then we go to third spaces like bars and museums and see people staring at their phones. Maybe the solution is events like Airplane Mode at the Line, an "offline gathering" where you can paint with watercolors or collage, or write letters with provided supplies before listening to a panel discussion with musician Tyson Ritter of the All-American Rejects; filmmaker Rebecca Davis, whose documentary "Join or Die" covers community in America; and Shamichael Hallman, author of "Meet Me at the Library: A Place to Foster Social Connection and Promote Democracy." 4 to 7 p.m. Free; registration required.
Indoor Goat Yoga at Faith Lutheran Church
Goat yoga has been all the rage, as The Post's Sophia Solano mentioned last year. They stand on your backs, trot alongside as you position yourself in downward dog and, naturally, look cute. A herd of Nigerian Dwarf goats from the Walnut Creek Farm is visiting  the Faith Lutheran Church in Arlington to give guests a peek of what they've been seeing on their timelines. The session is beginner-friendly and the focus is on the goats, of course, and the guest appearance of Dr. Maureen, the owner of the farm, who is joining for questions. 3 to 4 p.m. $44.52. 
7 DC Fund Day at 7 Drum City
7 Drum City -- the Truxton Circle music hub that offers lessons, practice rooms, summer camps and jam sessions -- has set up an Impacted Students Fund, which will provide funds for students who might not otherwise be able to pay for lessons, because of job loss or other economic instability. The group is raising money for the cause with a day party that features jams, a "gear playground" with equipment from legendary Wheaton music shop Chuck Levin's, and a local music showcase with performances by Chay Vicious, the Morelias, 909 Band and Kill for Sushi. 4 to 9 p.m.; concert begins at 6. $10 suggested donation.
Music Bingo Night at Punch Bowl Social Arlington
Calling all music junkies (or as Punch Bowl refers to them, "music snobs"): Every week, Punch Bowl Social in Ballston hosts bingo, served with food, drinks and of course, prizes. Music Bingo is on the menu  -- the game is half name-that-tune, half a regular game of bingo. While you play several rounds to crown a winner, craft cocktails and food are encouraged to find space at your table. For the night, Old Fashioneds are $8. 2 to 4 p.m. Free.
Soul Meets Body at Songbyrd
Soul Meets Body says debut album "Hallucinations" is about "perseverance, dirt and grime, and having a delusional amount of belief in oneself despite the odds." The title track is a pop-punk powerhouse that recalls the pristine pop-writing of Weezer, as is "Girlfriend" (which the band says was originally titled "Buddy Holly but Gay" in a nod to the '90s favorite). But don't get it twisted: souls leave bodies during the breakdown of songs like "No Youth No Future." 8 p.m. $23.18.
DC Plant Week
Whether you're adept at growing orchids and monsteras in your living room, or you're  tentatively plant-parenting a potted friend you picked up at a plant swap, DC Plant Week can help you maximize your plant-related skills. The week-long event, now in its fourth year, features classes and gatherings sponsored by plant shops around the region. Get the basics of plant care and repotting from Rewild during a happy hour at Dacha Beer Garden (Wednesday); play Botanical Bingo with Birch Tree Books and Plants at Leesburg's Black Hoof Brewing Company  (Friday); or head to Grounded in Anacostia for a block party and warehouse sale (Sunday). A full schedule is available on the Plant Week website. Through Aug. 31. Prices vary.
Little Rituals pop-up at Allegory
Allegory, located inside the Eaton Hotel, was named the "Best U.S. Bar Team" at the prestigious Tales of the Cocktail Spirited Awards last month. But Allegory didn't win "Best U.S. Hotel Bar" -- that title went to Little Rituals, a celebrated cocktail lounge at a Residence Inn in Phoenix. But now these two bars are joining forces, for one night, on K Street downtown. Three of Little Rituals' bartenders are serving a special menu for the evening, and seating is first-come, first-served. You'll want to be there early. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free admission.
Dog Day Celebration at Congressional Cemetery
Congressional Cemetery is famous as the resting place of military heroes, politicians and activists. Locally, it's also known for its popular K9 Corps, which allows members to walk dogs in the cemetery. Anyone, though, can bring their four-legged friends to the Dog Day Celebration, which features pet photos, activities and socializing, plus prizes for the winners of contests like "best trick" or "funniest walk." Dogs must be registered in advance, and remain on leash throughout the event. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
DC JazzFest opening night
The biggest concerts of DC JazzFest take place at the Wharf on Labor Day Weekend, but there are events across the city leading up to the main event. Opening night has a wide range of choices. The DJ Jazz All-Stars with saxophonist Paul Carr, vocalist Christie Dashiell and harpist Brandee Younger are performing at the Hamilton. (The 8 p.m. set is full, but reservations remain for 9:30 p.m.) A 4 p.m. screening of the documentary "Soundtrack to a Coup d'Etat" at the Eaton is followed by performances by the Reggie Bowers Group (5:30 p.m.) and vocalist Heidi Martin (6:45 p.m.). Guitarist and composer Joshua Bayer takes over the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage (6 p.m.), and We Act Radio hosts a tribute to D.C.-born poet and bandleader Thomas Sayers Ellis, who died  last month, featuring Tyler Leak and Freeform with poet Kenny Carroll (6 p.m.). All events are free; all but the Kennedy Center have a $20 suggested donation.
'The Inheritance, Parts 1 and 2' at Round House Theatre
An epic Tony Award-winning play makes its regional premiere at Round House Theatre in August: "The Inheritance, Parts 1 and 2" is two separate plays, running at the Bethesda theater into October. Playwright Matthew Lopez's marathon work is at once funny and touching, using E.M. Forster's classic novel "Howards End" as an inspiration for this story about an interconnected group of gay men in NYC that spans three generations. Questions of love and legacy are at stake in this show, directed at Round House by acclaimed local actor and director Tom Story. See it one part at a time, or sit tight for the long haul by watching them both in one day on Sept. 27 or Oct. 11. Through Oct. 19. 7 p.m. for evening performances and 1 p.m. for matinees. Round House Theatre, 4545 East-West Highway, Bethesda. roundhousetheatre.org. Tickets start at $50.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/08/21/best-events-things-to-do-dc/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The 37 definitive rules of going to the theater
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Movies
What's the sound of one Coen directing? 'Honey Don't!'
Margaret Qualley owns the screen as a desert private eye.

Margaret Qualley stars as Honey O'Donahue in Ethan Coen's "Honey Don't!" (Karen Kuehn/Focus Features)


By Ty Burr | 2025-08-21
Based on the films they've made since going solo a half-decade ago, it's surprisingly easy to divine what each Coen brother brought to 35 years of Coen brothers movies. Joel's bleak, black-and-white "The Tragedy of Macbeth" possessed the gravitas that gives "No Country for Old Men," "A Serious Man" and "Fargo" their weight. Ethan's "Drive-Away Dolls," by contrast, was as antic and silly as the goofiest parts of "Raising Arizona," "Burn After Reading" and "Hail, Caesar!" But without Ethan to provide the helium, "Macbeth" was grim and stilted, and without Joel to provide the ballast, "Dolls" floated away like a soap bubble before popping with a rainbow splat.
In an interview for that film, Ethan joked that he felt "there was an underserved community that needed a dumb gay movie." Fair enough, and now he's made two of them. "Honey Don't!" -- co-written and co-produced, as was "Dolls," by his wife, Tricia Cooke -- is an engaging, occasionally maddening piece of frippery that is about Margaret Qualley playing a lesbian private eye in a series of heart-stopping frocks. As far as I can tell, that's all it's about. There's a murder mystery here, but it has the feel of a jigsaw puzzle left half-finished on the dining room table.
Where "Drive-Away Dolls' was a whacked-out road comedy, "Honey" is a sunbaked noir, unfolding in broad daylight in dusty Bakersfield, California (played by Albuquerque, but never mind). A car is found upended in a gulch with the body of a young woman inside, and while the local cops shrug it off as an accident, the dead woman had an appointment with Qualley's character, Honey O'Donahue, and Honey knows something's amiss. Does the death have anything to do with the Rev. Drew Devlin (Chris Evans), the sexed-up pastor of the local megachurch? And who's that slinky Frenchwoman (Lera Abova) cruising around town on a Vespa?

Chris Evans plays the Rev. Drew Devlin. (Karen Kuehn/Focus Features)


"Honey Don't!" -- that exclamation point in the title is either a come-on or a warning -- is what happens when you take content out of a screenplay, leaving only style and giggles. I'm not saying that's a bad thing, but you have to be in the mood for it. The cast certainly is: We get Aubrey Plaza as a butch cop in charge of the evidence locker -- turns out Honey loves a gal in uniform -- Kristen Connolly as Honey's sister with a busload of children, Talia Ryder as the sister's errant teen daughter, Josh Pafchek as a slow-witted hit man, Billy Eichner ("Bros") as a weepy client, Charlie Day as a police detective who refuses to believe Honey doesn't find him a catch and Patrick Swayze's look-alike brother Don as a bartender. Among others.
Of this crowd, Evans works hardest as a cheerfully corrupt man of God, if only because he's still fighting to free himself from Captain America. When all is said and done, though, "Honey Don't!" is about the camera's love affair with Qualley, who has never seemed more at ease or in command. The actress is up to the assigned task of playing a female Bogart, keeping a cool head while everyone around her is losing theirs and dispensing laconic one-liners like shots of rye. Those wide, blue eyes never blink, a sign not of Honey's naivete but her mastery of any given situation. The film is spiked with moments of gleeful violence, but Coen and Cooke understand that the primal reason we go to the movies is to look at beautiful people in nice clothes, and on that score 'Honey Don't!" is a rousing success.
On every other score, it's a short, shambling, surprisingly horny mess -- amusing if you're in an indulgent mood, obnoxious if you're not. A lot of talented people (cinematographer Ari Wegner, composer Carter Burwell, etc.) have given their all to a movie that just about evaporates off the screen by the final scenes, with a "solution" to the mystery that feels like an in-joke played on the audience.
It's probably worth mentioning that Cooke identifies as a lesbian, and she and her husband of 32 years have been public about maintaining an open relationship, which is relevant only because this film and the one before it seem as much a product of her imaginative spirit as Coen's, if not more. It may be that Ethan needs another person to get down to work, and if the films with his brother are the good ones, the films with his wife are what look like two people's way of keeping a marriage alive. So be it: In the neighborhood of American cinema, they're like the swinging couple down the block, and they want to show you their home movies.
R. At area theaters. Graphic nudity and a fair amount of athletic sex, strong violence and language. 88 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter "Ty Burr's Watch List" at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/08/21/honey-dont-ethan-coen-qualley-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



TV
Why is everyone watching 'The Summer I Turned Pretty'?
The Jenny Han adaptation is intended for teen audiences. Adults are hooked, too.

(Illustration by Lucy Naland/The Washington Post; Erika Doss/Prime; iStock)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-08-21
Last week, Malala Yousafzai posted to Instagram a photograph of herself holding a plump peach. The image is charming yet unexceptional, simply capturing the Nobel Peace Prize laureate enjoying some seasonal fruit. But paired with the caption "Counting the minutes until Wednesday," it set the comments section ablaze. Her followers turned to capital letters and crying emoji to express their excitement. "Malala always on the right side of history i know that's right!" reads one response.
IYKYK. And if not: The honorable act in question has nothing to do with Yousafzai's human rights activism but rather her indicated support for a moody fictional character who struggles to express his feelings. She is Team Conrad -- or "Connie Baby," to the extremely online -- and posed with a peach to reference a recent episode of "The Summer I Turned Pretty" in which Conrad Fisher (Christopher Briney) uses his white T-shirt to seductively wipe peach juice off the mouth of his longtime family friend and former girlfriend, Isabel "Belly" Conklin (Lola Tung), for whom he still pines.
As Jenny Han's original romance novels were, the streaming drama -- which drops a new episode on Prime Video Wednesdays at 3 a.m. -- is clearly directed at teenage girls: Conrad and Belly were high-school-aged when the series began in 2022; by its third and final season, which is set to conclude Sept. 17, they are in their early 20s. And yet the show seems to have become wildly popular among viewers of all demographics, not only garnering loyalty from young people such as Yousafzai, 28, but also reeling in middle-aged women and -- in at least one instance -- octogenarian grandmothers. Social media feeds have been flooded with content on the series. This summer, it's inescapable.
"I'm definitely a little taken aback by how I can't wait for it to drop every Wednesday. I'd be lying if I told you otherwise," said 54-year-old Tina DiCenso, who can be seen reacting to the TV characters each week on her daughter's TikTok account. The videos get hundreds of thousands of likes.
I relate to DiCenso. Because here's the thing: "Summer," despite all the hubbub, is not that great a show. Belly -- who suddenly finds herself in a love triangle with Conrad and his younger brother, Jeremiah (Gavin Casalegno), after years of spending summers with them at their Massachusetts beach house -- can be a rather bland protagonist. Except when she's ping-ponging between brothers, which becomes grosser the more you think about it. Conrad is brooding and self-sacrificing to a frustrating degree, rivaling Edward Cullen of the Twilight franchise. Jeremiah is self-centered and irritating, useful only as fodder for memes about his piercing blue eyes.
All of this begins to unfold as Conrad and Jeremiah's mother, Susannah Fisher (Rachel Blanchard), is dying of cancer. She is a second mother to Belly -- whose own mother, Laurel Park (Jackie Chung), might be the only reasonable person of the entire bunch -- and her death sends everyone into deep grief spirals. Which might explain some of their ridiculous behavior, but not all.

Lola Tung and Christopher Briney play two points of the love triangle at the center of "The Summer I Turned Pretty." (Erika Doss/Prime Video)


So what is it about the show that keeps us glued to the screen? Is it a train wreck we can't look away from? Or is it a guilty pleasure, consisting of the perfect mix of low-stakes drama and idyllic setting? How much does it factor into this equation that the seemingly enormous production budget allows for Taylor Swift, Olivia Rodrigo and Billie Eilish to feature on the soundtrack?
Thea Glassman, a journalist and author of "Freaks, Gleeks and Dawson's Creek: How Seven Teen Shows Transformed Television," was initially skeptical of whether "Summer" could live up to its teen drama predecessors. But once she started the series, she couldn't stop. She notes that it is filmed in Wilmington, North Carolina, the very place where "Dawson's" and "One Tree Hill" were shot.
"It has that same cozy, aspirational feel," she said. "They created a world you want to live in."
Glassman, 34, discusses "Summer" each week with a childhood friend, the same way they used to watch "The O.C." together in the 2000s. She has a more favorable take on Belly as a protagonist, describing her as "in the tradition of an Angela Chase [from 'My So-Called Life']: someone who is broad and has edges and is awkward but so deeply relatable and grounded." That makes her an inherently watchable heroine, Glassman continued. Tack on the idea of a gut-wrenching crush and the eventual wish fulfillment of discovering those romantic feelings are mutual -- you've got yourself a certified teen banger.
"I wonder what we qualify as 'good,'" Glassman said. "Is it that you tune in every single week? That you feel big emotions and want to talk about it afterward? That it's affecting you in some way?"

Does Team Jeremiah stand a chance? Jenny Han, the secrets you hold! (Erika Doss/Prime Video)


At some workplaces, "Summer" has become water cooler talk. It's almost like sports in that way. Did you see the progress Team Conrad made? Will it be enough to beat Team Jeremiah once and for all? (A spoiler for those who aren't caught up on Season 3: Jeremiah and Belly are currently engaged and planning a wedding, so it's an uphill battle.)
Samantha Camacho, a 38-year-old behavior analyst in the Chicago suburbs, finds herself defending Jeremiah to her friend and colleague Mary Butler, 34, who in turn said she is "heavy on the Team Conrad." Camacho is drawn to Jeremiah's "golden-retriever energy," whereas Butler finds him too silly. They debate Belly's choices, "which is funny because then there are two grown women fighting over these first of all fictional but also younger men," Butler said.
The fandom crosses gender barriers. Paris Foster, a 31-year-old software engineer in Los Angeles, was introduced to "Summer" by an ex-girlfriend. "I was like, 'This show is so stupid,'" he said. But he kept watching anyway. "Nobody is expecting this to be 'The Sopranos' or anything like that."
Foster has always appreciated rom-coms, especially as a form of escapism. Watching Belly visit the Fishers in the fictional beach town of Cousins, Massachusetts, reminds him of the summers he spent at his godmother's house in rural North Carolina, less than an hour from Wilmington.
The series summons a similar sort of nostalgia for Claire Comas -- though her memories date back 50 years earlier. The 84-year-old grandmother in New Jersey remembers when she was Belly's age and had a devastating crush on a boy named Arthur. Growing up in Brooklyn, "Coney Island was my beach," she said. One can only guess whether Arthur was a Conrad or a Jeremiah.

Conrad shops for celebratory flowers with Belly. (Erika Doss/Prime Video)


Years later, Comas built a house in the Hamptons, where generations of her family came to spend time. Her 23-year-old granddaughter, Caroline Lee, thinks of this area as her own Cousins Beach and introduced her grandmother to "Summer" over Thanksgiving a couple years ago.
"We are definitely not Team Jerry. I call him Jerry," Comas said on a call with her granddaughter. They keep in touch about the show. "Grandma started texting me all sorts of things like, 'Oh my god, Conrad and Belly are the best!'" Lee added. Recently, Comas's grandson came to stay with her while doing an internship in New York. Lee had left the book trilogy at her grandmother's house, so the grandson decided to given them a try. Soon enough, he was bingeing the TV series, too.
Kelsey Quidley, a 34-year-old teacher in Chesapeake, Virginia, first switched it on as a distraction from morning sickness during pregnancy but now connects with her eighth-graders over discussions of the show. Clara Flores, a 45-year-old single mom in New York, finds herself reminiscing about her first love while watching Belly and Conrad together. DiCenso, the TikTok mom, gets swept up in the drama but is even more invested in the opportunity to bond with her 20-something daughter.
"Summer" can be whatever you want it to be. It can be mind-numbing fare after a hard day at work or an invigorating dose of romance you look forward to all day. It can lull you to sleep or have you screaming at the TV like an agitated football fan. It can bridge generations. It brings people together.
Unless you're Team Jeremiah, in which case Malala would like a word.
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Movies
Animation's all-time box office king is now in English. It may still confuse you. 
"Ne Zha II" adapts a complex Chinese legend, helped by stunning visuals and a cast that includes Michelle Yeoh. 

Crystal Lee and Griffin Puatu voice the character of Ne Zha at various ages in "Ne Zha II." (A24)


By Chris Klimek | 2025-08-21
Those of us who habitually check box office charts the way normies pore over sports franchise rankings have been seeing a Chinese title perched immovably atop the "Worldwide" tab for most of 2025. The animated epic "Ne Zha II" isn't merely the year's most blockbustin' blockbuster, leaving also-ran family flicks such as the "Lilo & Stitch" remake and "A Minecraft Movie" in its dust by a margin of $900 million. It's also the highest-grossing movie in both the animated and non-English-language categories -- in history.
And now it's in English.
Some $21 million of this juggernaut's roughly $2 billion global take came from the limited U.S. release its subtitled version got last winter. The newly dubbed version getting a wide U.S. rollout marks American distributor A24's bid to further boost what is already the fifth-highest-grossing movie ever -- in any language, live-action or animated. "Ne Zha II" was reportedly made for a thrifty $80 million or so, which is to say that anything more it earns stateside will be what Criterion Channel-subscribing, Cahiers du Cinema-reading sophisticates call gravy.
Think of it as a sort of cultural imperialism in reverse. It wasn't even a decade ago that American studios were increasingly tailoring Transformers and Fast & Furious sequels for Asian markets, where new entries in these long-running PG-13 franchises reliably bested their U.S. grosses by a hefty margin. To audiences unfamiliar with its roots in Chinese mythology, "Ne Zha II" plays like a mash-up of the fairy-tales-and-fart-jokes Shrek franchise and James Cameron's retina-searing Avatar movies, wherein the human characters play second fiddle to various otherworldly creatures: aliens, ogres, wisecracking donkeys, etc. Or, in the case of "Ne Zha II," gods and demons.
The brief spoken narration that opens this sequel won't be enough to orient anyone who missed 2019's "Ne Zha," which played only 135 theaters in the United States but is available on most streaming platforms. Screenwriter-director Jiao Zi adapted both "Ne Zha" films from a 16th-century Chinese novel whose title has been translated as "The Investiture of the Gods."

Lady Yin, voiced by Michelle Yeoh, left, and Ne Zha. (A24)



Master Taiyi and Flying Pig in the film. (A24)


As the sequel opens, an attempt to create new earthly vessels for disembodied spirits Ne Zha and his best pal, Ao Bing -- a demon boy and a dragon, respectively, who lost their physical forms at the climax of the previous film -- goes awry, forcing Ne Zha to carry Ao Bing's consciousness along with his own in his still-settling new body. While the two characters are sharing the same set of organs and limbs, they must complete three demon-hunting trials to attain immortality. (Yes, Ne Zha is a demon who hunts demons, the way Marvel's Blade is a vampire who slays vampires.) If they're successful, they won't just earn Ao Bing a body of his own; they'll also ... prevent his father from dispatching an army of dragons to destroy Ne Zha's hometown of Chentang Pass, I think?
I'll just say it: I was confounded from the opening moments, and only sporadically did I ever find my footing. Admittedly, I could fit everything I know about ancient Chinese legends into a Bluesky post with characters to spare, but I've read Joseph Campbell's mythological survey "The Hero With a Thousand Faces." Certainly I recognized, as most viewers will, tropes and themes that have found their way into a couple of centuries' worth of Western stories that have been exported around the world. The new English-language voice cast, which includes Crystal Lee and Griffin Puatu as Ne Zha and Aleks Le as Ao Bing, is performing in the same outsize key we expect from American cartoons. Michelle Yeoh, who plays Ne Zha's human mother, Lady Yin, is probably the cast member most familiar to U.S. filmgoers, but the Oscar-winner is in the movie for only a few minutes.
We don't get many other handholds. A hundred minutes into this 143-minute odyssey, Jiao Zi is still introducing new characters, who get bilingual, documentary-style chyrons with their names as we meet them. By that point, I had long since surrendered my campaign to track the dense latticework of allegiances, reversals and reveals, instead resolving to just let his film's vibrant, imaginative world wash over me. (That spell was frequently broken by a surfeit of scatological humor, the lingua franca of kiddie-flick hilarity. An extended bit about a wizard and his guests accidentally being served urine to drink was the least disgusting of these. At the packed-with-families screening I attended, these gags absolutely killed.)
There's no denying "Ne Zha II" is as visually stunning as it is narratively opaque. The character and environmental designs are both otherworldly in their originality and astonishingly lifelike, even when we're looking at, say, a military-officer octopus brandishing a sword in each tentacle. The digital oceans? So convincing you practically smell saltwater. And the way Jiao Zi and his animators re-create the photographic peculiarities of different types of lenses fully seals the illusion that his movie was shot rather than conjured from lines of code.
Alas, "Ne Zha II" runs about 45 minutes longer than a typical Pixar release, so even that go-with-the-flow posture eventually left me squirming. Your trans-Pacific mileage may vary.
Unrated. At area theaters. Contains intense but not gory fantasy battle sequences and potty humor. 143 minutes.
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Art
Trump says Smithsonian is too focused on slavery. Scholars see sanitizing.
President Donald Trump threatened to unleash his attorneys on the Smithsonian, saying the institution was fixated on "how bad slavery was."

Demonstrators pass the National Museum of African American History and Culture on May 3, protesting the Trump administration's executive actions aimed at the Smithsonian. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Janay Kingsberry, Kelsey Ables | 2025-08-21
President Donald Trump's threats this week to unleash his attorneys on the Smithsonian -- which he called "out of control" and accused of dwelling too much on slavery -- have sharpened concerns about what more he plans for an institution already subject to a sweeping White House review.
In a post on Truth Social on Tuesday, Trump said the Smithsonian Institution focused too much on "how bad Slavery was" and called museums, "essentially, the last remaining segment of 'WOKE.'"
The White House last week announced a more aggressive review of the Smithsonian's content, starting with eight museums. Trump offered slightly more detail in Tuesday's post, saying he had "instructed my attorneys to go through the Museums, and start the exact same process that has been done with Colleges and Universities where tremendous progress has been made."
"The Smithsonian is OUT OF CONTROL, where everything discussed is how horrible our Country is, how bad Slavery was, and how unaccomplished the downtrodden have been -- Nothing about Success, nothing about Brightness, nothing about the Future," Trump's post said.
A White House official did not offer more detail on the attorneys' review but told The Washington Post that "President Trump will explore all options and avenues to get the Woke out of the Smithsonian and hold them accountable." A spokesperson for the Smithsonian declined to comment on Trump's post.
Trump's pointing to his attorneys could mean he is focusing on changes to the Smithsonian's organization rather than funding, despite its being outside his purview, according to Andy Finch, director of policy for the Association of Art Museum Directors, which lists some Smithsonian directors among its members.
The White House's first order on the Smithsonian in March called on White House senior associate Lindsey Halligan and Vice President JD Vance, who is on the institution's board, to scrutinize "improper ideology" there. Last week's letter detailing the review was signed by Halligan, Domestic Policy Council Director Vince Hale and Office of Management and Budget chief Russell Vought.
The institution is already conducting its own content review, launched by the Board of Regents after a leadership standoff between the Smithsonian and the White House that resulted in the resignation of National Portrait Gallery director Kim Sajet.

An exhibition at the National Museum of African American History and Culture in 2023. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The president signaled his interest in applying tactics from his pressure campaign on universities, some of which have reached settlements over withheld federal funds. But public and private universities, the nation's museums and the Smithsonian are funded by different means.
"They're completely different beasts," said Marjorie Schwarzer, author of "Riches, Rivals and Radicals: A History of Museums in the United States," noting that museums are "run on a shoestring" and often slow-moving in their processes. "They don't turn on a dime, especially the Smithsonian," she said.
Samuel Redman, director of the public history program at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and author of "The Museum: A Short History of Crisis and Resilience," said Trump's post "strikes me personally as a bluff, in that he doesn't have the requisite legal or political authority to enact these changes unilaterally."
Still, Redman said the threats could have a "chilling effect" in a similar way to the administration's attacks on universities.
The Trump administration has already applied pressure on museums through the executive branch. Cuts to the Institute of Museum and Library Services and the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities have disrupted planning and programs at institutions across the country, including those focused on Black history and culture. (In May a judge paused the dissolution of the IMLS, which according to court documents has reinstated grants in 21 states that sued the administration.)
The Smithsonian, meanwhile, is overseen by Congress but is not a traditional government agency. It receives about 62 percent of its funding from congressional appropriations, with the remaining share coming from trust funds, donations and endowments. The federal money pays for operations, infrastructure and collection maintenance, while exhibitions are generally funded by private donations.
The Smithsonian's collections and 21 museums include a vast range of information about the country, including scientific discoveries, social movements and economic achievements.
Redman challenged Trump's framing of the Smithsonian as backward-looking and pessimistic, calling the president's post "factually incorrect." He pointed to the "Futures" exhibition at the Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building, and noted that a large section of the American History museum is dedicated to celebrating American innovation and inventions.
Responding to Trump's assertion that the Smithsonian is too progressive, Redman said that because exhibitions are planned over several years, they can actually feel behind to some scholars. "It's such a large-scale operation that it's not exactly intended to be this cutting-edge space."
Trump's comments on slavery sharpened what subjects his administration considers off-limits and continues a shift for the president. In 2017, during a visit to the National Museum of African American History and Culture, which extensively details the history of slavery, Trump had praised the institution for offering a "meaningful reminder of why we have to fight bigotry, intolerance and hatred in all of its very ugly forms."
Beth English, executive director of the Organization of American Historians, said Trump's claim "that the Smithsonian is 'out of control' and fixated on 'how bad slavery was' simply reflects this White House's broader agenda to control the history of America and sanitize it for political gain. This is executive overreach masquerading as patriotic renewal."
"Evidence-based exhibits on slavery, civil rights and other aspects of our country's history are explorations of a shared past that the administration is labeling as 'woke' to stifle any public discussion of what our understanding of this history means for Americans today," English continued. "What we're really seeing in those exhibits is a museum system growing in honesty and complexity, as historians explore new sources and approaches that expand and enrich our understanding of history."
In recent weeks, several arts and historical organizations have publicly condemned political interference at the Smithsonian.
"Museums' role is to tell the full story of America -- our triumphs and our struggles," the American Alliance of Museums said in a statement. "When we confront difficult chapters of history alongside our greatest achievements, we gain a deeper understanding of who we are as a nation. American exceptionalism is rooted in growth, triumph, and progress, and we can't fully understand it without also reckoning with our history and origins."
Suse Anderson, associate professor and head of museum studies at George Washington University, said the administration's attack on the Smithsonian underscores the stakes of the institution's role in civic engagement and democracy.
"Across the Institution, the highly trained professionals at the Smithsonian use the nation's collections to tell a more complete American story -- not just one that favors a narrow view of history," she said in an email. "Any political interference with that work has perilous ramifications for our shared understanding of the past and our shared imagining of the future, and it should be treated with alarm."
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Washington Commanders
Dan Quinn says Terry McLaurin is healthy, 'closer' to Commanders return
Washington's coach provides an update on the disgruntled wide receiver, who is working out inside the team facility as he seeks a contract extension.

(Nick Wass/AP)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-08-20

Commanders Coach Dan Quinn, shown Monday, said Wednesday he's "not going to play 'Where's Waldo?' moving forward" on Terry McLaurin's status. (Nick Wass/AP)


Wide receiver Terry McLaurin did not practice on the field with the Washington Commanders on Wednesday, but the disgruntled star is nearing a return while working out in the team facility, Coach Dan Quinn said.
The Commanders activated McLaurin -- who has stayed away from the team in the final year of his contract while seeking an extension -- from the physically unable to perform list Saturday. Quinn said McLaurin is healthy but needs to complete return-to-play drills focused on maximum speed, deceleration and running pass routes before he rejoins the team at practice.
Asked multiple times about McLaurin's status before Wednesday's workout, Quinn attempted to ward off further questions.
"I'm not going to play 'Where's Waldo?' moving forward, just so we're clear on that," Quinn said. "Terry's return-to-play format is no different than any of the other players. He's healthy, which is now a good step to getting closer to being back on the field. You'll see that earlier than later. I don't have a date circled on a whiteboard in my office. The good news is, we're getting closer to that, for sure."
McLaurin did not attend Monday's preseason game against the Cincinnati Bengals. The Commanders excused his absence, which allowed him to avoid a possible fine. The Commanders do not require players who are unavailable to play to attend preseason games -- guard Sam Cosmi, who is on the PUP list while rehabbing a torn knee ligament suffered in January, also was absent Monday night.
"It's really custom to how we want to do things by players," Quinn said. "Some, they rehab here, some not on those particular days. That's how we decide to go through all the guys."
McLaurin is entering the final season of a three-year contract that pays him $22.7 million by average annual value, making him the 20th-highest-paid wideout in the NFL. He is seeking a contract that pays him commensurate with top wide receivers, which would mean an average salary in excess of $30 million. The Commanders have appeared surprised by McLaurin's asking price.
Running back Brian Robinson Jr., whom the Commanders held out Monday night amid trade speculation, did not practice Wednesday. "We hope to have some resolution on that soon," Quinn said. 
With Robinson likely to become trade fodder, Chris Rodriguez Jr. is positioned to become the starter in a committee running back system.
Tackle George Fant, whom the Commanders signed Tuesday, practiced for the first time Wednesday. Fant, a 33-year-old who is listed at 6-foot-5 and 296 pounds, has started 75 games in his eight-year career. He will provide experience and add depth to an offensive line that has undergone attrition this summer.
"He looks great," Quinn said. "That's a really big deal for us to add somebody of George's experience and length at offensive tackle. It's very cool to have somebody of his experience and background, play style and skill."
The acquisition of Fant this late in training camp provides a reminder that the competition for roster spots could include players from elsewhere in the league and free agents.
General Manager Adam Peters and his staff are "not backing off competing," Quinn said. "If there are ways and times we can improve the team, they've proven they're down for that. It's one of the things I really respect about Adam. It's not just [the players] here everybody is competing against. It's around the league, scouting and looking at guys."
The Commanders released guard Julian Good-Jones, whom they made a captain for Monday's game. Good-Jones, a 28-year-old out of Iowa State, struggled at times when asked to snap as a possible backup center. His departure puts Michael Deiter in position to win the backup center role.
Quinn is hopeful that Cosmi could come off the PUP list before Week 1. Cosmi has been working out on a separate practice field. He seems unlikely to play in Week 1, which is less than three weeks away, and Andrew Wylie has proved capable as a replacement. If the Commanders activate Cosmi, he would be eligible to play during the first four weeks even if he can't start the opener.
"He has hit all his markers along the way to set himself up to begin that process where he can get into individual work," Quinn said.
Rookie cornerback Trey Amos, who was held out Monday as a precautionary move because of hamstring tightness, returned to practice. That didn't say much about his condition -- Washington opted for a walk-through practice without helmets. But as long as he passed tests Wednesday, Quinn said, Amos would be a full participant Thursday.
Backup quarterback Marcus Mariota (lower leg strain) returned to practice and participated in individual drills for the first time in more than two weeks. Guard Brandon Coleman, defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste and linebacker Jordan Magee wore practice jerseys for the first time after prolonged absences because of injuries.
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