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    South Korea will bring home 300 workers detained in massive Hyundai plant raid in Georgia




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image from video provided by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via DVIDS shows manufacturing plant employees waiting to have their legs shackled at the Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Ellabell, Ga. (Corey Bullard/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            This image from video provided by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via DVIDS shows manufacturing plant employees waiting to have their legs shackled at the Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Ellabell, Ga. (Corey Bullard/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image from video provided by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via DVIDS shows a person being handcuffed at the Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Ellabell, Ga. (Corey Bullard/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via AP)]
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[image: This image from video provided by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via DVIDS shows manufacturing plant employees being escorted outside the Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Ellabell, Ga. (Corey Bullard/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via AP)]
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[image: This image from video provided by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via DVIDS shows manufacturing plant employees being escorted outside the Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Ellabell, Ga. (Corey Bullard/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement via AP)]
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[image: An American flag flies above a piece of heavy machinery at the site of Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant in Ellabell, Georgia, Friday, Sept. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Russ Bynum)]
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            HYUNG-JIN KIM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- More than 300 South Korean workers detained following a massive immigration raid at a Hyundai plant in Georgia will be released and brought home, the South Korean government announced Sunday.
Kang Hoon-sik, chief of staff for President Lee Jae Myung, said that South Korea and the U.S. had finalized negotiations on the workers' release. He said South Korea plans to send a charter plane to bring the workers home as soon as remaining administrative steps are completed.
Foreign Minister Cho Hyun is to leave for the U.S. on Monday for talks related to the workers' releases, South Korean media reported. 
U.S. immigration authorities said Friday they detained 475 people, most of them South Korean nationals, when hundreds of federal agents raided Hyundai's sprawling manufacturing site in Georgia where the Korean automaker makes electric vehicles. Agents focused on a plant that is still under construction at which Hyundai has partnered with LG Energy Solution to produce batteries that power EVs.

    
Cho said that more than 300 South Koreans were among the detained.
The operation was the latest in a long line of workplace raids conducted as part of the Trump administration's mass deportation agenda. But the one on Thursday is especially distinct because of its large size and the fact that state officials have long called the targeted site Georgia's largest economic development project.



    
        




    




The raid stunned many in South Korea because the country is a key U.S. ally. It agreed in July to purchase $100 billion in U.S. energy and make a $350 billion investment in the U.S. in return for the U.S lowering tariff rates. About two weeks ago, U.S. President Donald Trump and Lee held their first meeting in Washington.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Lee said the rights of South Korean nationals and economic activities of South Korean companies must not be unfairly infringed upon during U.S. law enforcement procedures. South Korea's Foreign Ministry separately issued a statement to express "concern and regret" over the case and sent diplomats to the site.

    
    
    
Video released by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement on Saturday showed a caravan of vehicles driving up to the site and then federal agents directing workers to line up outside. Some detainees were ordered to put their hands up against a bus as they were frisked and then shackled around their hands, ankles and waist. 

    
Most of the people detained were taken to an immigration detention center in Folkston, Georgia, near the Florida state line. None has been charged with any crimes yet, Steven Schrank, the lead Georgia agent of Homeland Security Investigations, said during a news conference Friday, adding that the investigation was ongoing. 
He said that some of the detained workers had illegally crossed the U.S. border, while others had entered the country legally but had expired visas or had entered on a visa waiver that prohibited them from working. 

Kang, the South Korean presidential chief of staff, said that South Korea will push to review and improve visa systems for those traveling to the U.S. on business trips for investment projects.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-south-korea-ice-raid-georgia-hyundai-ee8781d965c74a5ee18525ce87959ba4



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Undersea cables cut in the Red Sea, disrupting internet access in Asia and the Mideast




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]



        

        
        
            
                    This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            JON GAMBRELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Undersea cable cuts in the Red Sea disrupted internet access in parts of Asia and the Middle East, experts said Sunday, though it wasn't immediately clear what caused the incident. 
There has been concern about the cables being targeted in a Red Sea campaign by Yemen's Houthi rebels, which the rebels describe as an effort to pressure Israel to end its war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip. But the Houthis have denied attacking the lines in the past.
Undersea cables are one of the backbones of the internet, along with satellite connections and land-based cables. Typically, internet service providers have multiple access points and reroute traffic if one fails, though it can slow down access for users.
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[image: The Gaboa family, Bedouins living in Al-Furaa village in southern Israel, gather around the makeshift bomb shelter they made from two gravel trucks buried in dirt to protect them from incoming Iranian fire, Tuesday, June 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Israel's Bedouin Arabs turn to DIY solutions for lack of bomb shelters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Security members carry belongings as they leave the damaged Syrian Defense Ministry building allegedly hit by several Israeli airstrikes, in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, July 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Syrian government and Druze minority leaders announce a new ceasefire
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boxes and bags of humanitarian aid delivered by the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a U.S.-backed organization approved by Israel, are seen in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A crowd surge at an aid site in Gaza run by an Israeli-backed group kills 20 Palestinians
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Multiple cables cut off Saudi Arabia
Microsoft announced via a status website that the Mideast "may experience increased latency due to undersea fiber cuts in the Red Sea." The Redmond, Washington-based firm did not immediately elaborate, though it said that internet traffic not moving through the Middle East "is not impacted."
NetBlocks, which monitors internet access, said "a series of subsea cable outages in the Red Sea has degraded internet connectivity in multiple countries," which it said included India and Pakistan. It blamed "failures affecting the SMW4 and IMEWE cable systems near Jeddah, Saudi Arabia." 
The South East Asia-Middle East-Western Europe 4 cable is run by Tata Communications, part of the Indian conglomerate. The India-Middle East-Western Europe cable is run by another consortium overseen by Alcatel Submarine Networks. Neither firm responded to requests for comment. 

    
    
    
Pakistan Telecommunications Co. Ltd., a telecommunication giant in that country, noted that the cuts had taken place in a statement on Saturday.
Saudi Arabia did not acknowledge the disruption and authorities there did not respond to a request for comment. 
In Kuwait, authorities also said the FALCON GCX cable running through the Red Sea had been cut, causing disruptions in the small, oil-rich nation. GCX did not respond to a request for comment. 
In the United Arab Emirates, home to Dubai and Abu Dhabi, internet users on the country's state-owned Du and Etisalat networks complained of slower internet speeds. The government did not acknowledge the disruption. 

    
Undersea lines can be cut in accidents and attacks
Subsea cables can be cut by anchors dropped from ships, but can also be targeted in attacks. It can take weeks for repairs to be made as a ship and crew must locate themselves over the damaged cable. 
The cuts to the lines come as Yemen's Houthi rebels remain locked in a series of attacks targeting Israel over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. Israel has responded with airstrikes, including one that killed top leaders within the rebel movement. 
In early 2024, Yemen's internationally recognized government in exile alleged that the Houthis planned to attack undersea cables in the Red Sea. Several were cut, but the Houthis denied being responsible. On Sunday morning, the Houthis' al-Masirah satellite news channel acknowledged that the cuts had taken place, citing NetBlocks. 

    
From November 2023 to December 2024, the Houthis targeted more than 100 ships with missiles and drones over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. In their campaign so far, the Houthis have sunk four vessels and killed at least eight mariners.
The Iranian-backed Houthis stopped their attacks during a brief ceasefire in the war. They later became the target of an intense weekslong campaign of airstrikes ordered by U.S. President Donald Trump before he declared a ceasefire had been reached with the rebels. The Houthis sank two vessels in July, killing at least four on board, with others believed to be held by the rebels. 

The Houthis' new attacks come as a new possible ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas war remains in the balance. Meanwhile, the future of talks between the U.S. and Iran over Tehran's battered nuclear program is in question after Israel launched a 12-day war against the Islamic Republic in which the Americans bombed three Iranian atomic sites.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/red-sea-undersea-cables-cut-internet-disruption-yemen-b79fe7b9764647ac0851b9390a313e70
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    U.S. says it will deport Kilmar Abrego Garcia to Eswatini because he fears deportation to Uganda




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Kilmar Abrego Garcia joins supporters in a protest rally outside the Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Baltimore, Aug. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Kilmar Abrego Garcia joins supporters in a protest rally outside the Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Baltimore, Aug. 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            TRAVIS LOLLER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Attorneys for Immigration and Customs Enforcement said in a Friday letter that they intend to send Kilmar Abrego Garcia to the African nation of Eswatini after he expressed a fear of deportation to Uganda. 
The letter from ICE to Abrego Garcia's attorneys was earlier reported by Fox News. It states that his fear of persecution or torture in Uganda is "hard to take seriously, especially given that you have claimed (through your attorneys) that you fear persecution or torture in at least 22 different countries. ...Nonetheless, we hereby notify you that your new country of removal is Eswatini." 
Eswatini's government spokesperson told The Associated Press on Saturday that it had no received no communication regarding Abrego Garcia's transfer there. 
The Salvadoran man lived in Maryland for more than a decade before he was mistakenly deported to El Salvador earlier this year. That set off a series of contentious court battles that have turned his case into a test of the limits of President Donald Trump's hardline immigration policies. 

    
Although Abrego Garcia immigrated to the U.S. illegally around the year 2011, when he was a teenager, he has an American wife and child. A 2019 immigration court order barred his deportation to his native El Salvador, finding he had a credible fear of threats from gangs there. He was deported anyway in March -- in what a government attorney said was an administrative error -- and held in the country's notorious Terrorism Confinement Center.



    
        




    




Facing a court order, the Trump administration returned him to the U.S. in June only to charge him with human smuggling based on a 2022 traffic stop in Tennessee. While that court case is ongoing, ICE now seeks to deport him again. For his part, Abrego Garcia is requesting asylum in the United States.

    
    
    
He was denied asylum in 2019 because his request came more than a year after he arrived in the U.S., his attorney Simon Sandoval-Mosenberg has said. Since he was deported and has now re-entered the U.S., the attorney said he is now eligible for asylum. 

    
"If Mr. Abrego Garcia is allowed a fair trial in immigration court, there's no way he's not going to prevail on his claim," he said in an emailed statement.

As part of his asylum claim, Abrego Garcia expressed a fear of deportation to Uganda and "nearly two dozen" other countries, according an ICE court filing in opposition to reopening his asylum case. That Thursday filing also states that if the case is reopened, the 2019 order barring his deportation to El Salvador would become void and the government would pursue his removal to that country. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kilmar-abrego-garcia-uganda-eswatini-el-salvador-249a5c86427d418eb2f527483bb515c9
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    Black man shot at while waiting to go to work says South Carolina needs hate crime law
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            South Carolina Sheriff Leon Lott and Republican Gov. Henry McMaster discuss a push for a hate crime law by a local man after police say he was shot at by a white man in a racist attack. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jarvis McKenzie talks about how he was the victim of what police called a hate crime at a news conference on Thursday Aug. 21, 2025 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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            Jarvis McKenzie talks about how he was the victim of what police called a hate crime at a news conference on Thursday Aug. 21, 2025 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police tape surrounds the parking lot behind the Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, S.C. on June 19, 2015. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)]
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            Police tape surrounds the parking lot behind the Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, S.C. on June 19, 2015. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- Emanuel AME shooting survivors Felicia Sanders, rear, and Polly Sheppard, front, speak during a South Carolina Senate subcommittee hearing on a hate crimes bill, Tuesday, March 28, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)]
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            FILE- Emanuel AME shooting survivors Felicia Sanders, rear, and Polly Sheppard, front, speak during a South Carolina Senate subcommittee hearing on a hate crimes bill, Tuesday, March 28, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott in seen in his office on Friday, Aug.29, 2025, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)]
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            Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott in seen in his office on Friday, Aug.29, 2025, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -Republican South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster speaks at a news conference supporting changes to the state's rules on civil lawsuits on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)]
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            FILE -Republican South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster speaks at a news conference supporting changes to the state's rules on civil lawsuits on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)
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            JEFFREY COLLINS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- When Jarvis McKenzie locked eyes with the man in the car, he couldn't understand the hate he saw. When the man picked up a rifle, fired over his head and yelled "you better get running, boy!" as he scrambled behind a brick wall, McKenzie knew it was because he is Black.
McKenzie told his story a month after the shooting because South Carolina is one of two states along with Wyoming that don't have their own hate crime laws.
About two dozen local governments in South Carolina have passed their own hate crime ordinances as the latest attempt to put pressure on the South Carolina Senate to take a vote on a bill proposing stiffer penalties for crimes driven by hatred of the victims because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, gender or ethnicity.
A decade of pressure from businesses, the survivors of a racist Charleston church massacre that left nine dead, and a few of their own Republicans hasn't been enough to sway senators.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Local governments pass hate crime laws but with very light penalties
Richland County, where McKenzie lives, has a hate crime ordinance and the white man seen on security camera footage grabbing the rifle and firing through his open car window before driving into his neighborhood on July 24 is the first to face the charge.
But local laws are restricted to misdemeanors with sentences capped at a month in jail. The state hate crimes proposal backed by business leaders could add years on to convictions for assault and other violent crimes.
McKenzie sat in the same spot at the edge of his neighborhood for a year at 5:30 a.m. waiting for his supervisor to pick him up for work. For him and his family, every trip outside now is met with uneasiness if not fear.
"It's heartbreaking to know that I get up every morning. I stand there not knowing if he had seen me before," McKenzie said.

    
Hate crime law efforts have stalled since 2015 racist Charleston church massacre 
The lack of a statewide hate crime law rapidly became a sore spot in South Carolina after the 2015 shooting deaths of nine Black worshippers at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston. After a summer of racial strife in 2020, business leaders made it a priority and the South Carolina House passed its version in 2021.
But in 2021 and again in the next session in 2023, the proposal stalled in the South Carolina Senate without a vote. Supporters say Republican Senate leadership knows it will pass as more moderate members of their own party support it but they keep it buried on the calendar with procedural moves.
The opposition is done mostly in silence and the bill gets only mentioned in passing as the Senate takes up other items, like in May 2023 when a debate on guidelines for history curriculum on subjects like slavery and segregation briefly had a longtime Democratic lawmaker ask Republican Senate Majority Leader Shane Massey why hate crimes couldn't get a vote.
"The problem right now is there is a number of people who think that not only is it feel good legislation, but it is bad legislation. It is bad policy not because people support hate but because it furthers division," Massey responded on the Senate floor.

    
Supporters say federal hate crime laws aren't enough
Opponents of a state hate crimes law point out there is a federal hate crimes law and the Charleston church shooter is on federal death row because of it.
But federal officials can't prosecute cases involving juveniles, they have limited time and resources compared to the state and those decisions get made in Washington, D.C., instead of locally, said Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott who pushed for the hate crime ordinance in his county.
"It's common sense. We're making something very simple complicated, and it's not complicated. If you commit a crime against somebody just because of the hate for them, because of who they are, the religion, etcetera, we know what that is," Lott said.
Democrats in the Senate were especially frustrated in this year's session because while senators debated harsher sentences for attacking health care workers or police dogs, hate crimes again got nowhere.
Supporters of a state hate-crime law say South Carolina's resistance to enact one emboldens white supremacists.
"The subliminal message that says if you're racist and you want to commit a crime and target somebody for their race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation or whatever it is you can do it here," said McKenzie's attorney, Tyler Bailey.

    
Governor says South Carolina laws provide punishment without new hate crime bill
Republican Gov. Henry McMaster understands why local governments are passing their own hate crime laws, but he said South Carolina's laws against assaults and other violent crimes have harsh enough sentences that judges can give maximum punishments if they think the main motivation of a crime is hate.
"There's no such thing as a love crime. There is always an element of hatred or disrespect or something like that," said the former prosecutor who added he fears the danger that happens when investigators try to enter someone's mind or police their speech.
But some crimes scream to give people more support in our society, Lott said.

    
"I think it's very important that we protect everybody. My race, your race, everybody's race, your religion, there needs to be some protection for that. That's what our Constitution gives us," the sheriff said.

And while the man charged with assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature for shooting at McKenzie faces up to 20 years in prison if convicted, the man who was just waiting to go to work feels like the state where he lives doesn't care about the terror he felt just because of his race.
"I feel like somebody is watching me. I feel like I'm being followed," McKenzie said. "It spooked me."
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    Trump threatens Chicago with apocalyptic force and Pritzker calls him a 'wannabe dictator'
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            People participated in a protest in Chicago ahead of federal authorities kicking off a major immigration enforcement action on President Donald Trump's orders. (AP video by Mark Vancleave)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks at a dinner in the Rose Garden of the White House, Friday, Sept. 5, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Participants wave flags as they take part in the 2025 Pilsen Mexican Independence Day parade Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            By 
            WILL WEISSERT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump on Saturday amplified his promises to send National Guard troops and immigration agents to Chicago by posting a parody image from "Apocalypse Now" featuring a ball of flames as helicopters zoom over the nation's third-largest city. 
"'I love the smell of deportations in the morning,'" Trump wrote on his social media site. "Chicago about to find out why it's called the Department of WAR."
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The president offered no details beyond the label "Chipocalypse Now," a play on the title of Francis Ford Coppola's dystopian 1979 film set in the Vietnam war, in which a character says: "I love the smell of napalm in the morning."
In response to the post, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, a Democrat, called Trump a "wannabe dictator."

    
Trump on Friday signed an executive order seeking to rename the Defense Department the Department of War, after months of campaigning to be considered for the Nobel Peace Prize. The renaming requires congressional approval.
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The illustration in Trump's post shows him against a backdrop of the Chicago skyline, wearing a hat matching that of the movie's war-loving and amoral Lt. Col. Kilgore, played by Robert Duvall.



    
        




    




Trump's weekend post follows his repeated threats to add Chicago to the list of other Democratic-led cities he's targeted for expanded federal enforcement. His administration is set to step up immigration enforcement in Chicago, as it did in Los Angeles, and deploy National Guard troops. 

    
    
    
In addition to sending troops to Los Angeles in June, Trump has deployed them since last month in Washington, as part of his unprecedented law enforcement takeover of the nation's capital.

    
He's also suggested that Baltimore and New Orleans could get the same treatment, and on Friday even mentioned federal authorities possibly heading for Portland, Oregon, to "wipe 'em out," meaning protesters. He could have been mistakenly describing video from demonstrations in that city years ago. 
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Details about Trump's promised Chicago operation have been sparse, but there's already widespread opposition. City and state leaders have said they plan to sue the Trump administration. Pritzker, a possible 2028 presidential candidate, is also fiercely opposed to it.
The president "is threatening to go to war with an American city," Pritzker wrote on X over an image of Trump's post. "This is not a joke. This is not normal."
He added: "Donald Trump isn't a strongman, he's a scared man. Illinois won't be intimidated by a wannabe dictator."
Trump has suggested that he has nearly limitless powers when it comes to deploying the National Guard. At times he's even touched on questions about his being a dictator.

"Most people are saying, 'If you call him a dictator, if he stops crime, he can be whatever he wants' -- I am not a dictator, by the way," Trump said last month. He added, "Not that I don't have -- I would -- the right to do anything I want to do." 
"I'm the president of the United States," Trump said then. "If I think our country is in danger -- and it is in danger in these cities -- I can do it."
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    RFK. Jr's family members say he is a 'threat' to Americans' health and call for his resignation




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., listens as Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Members of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s family are calling for him to step down as health secretary following a contentious congressional hearing this past week, during which the Trump Cabinet official faced bipartisan questioning about his tumultuous leadership of federal health agencies. 
Kennedy's sister, Kerry Kennedy, and his nephew, Joseph P. Kennedy III, issued scathing statements Friday, calling for him to resign as head of the Health and Human Services Department. 
The calls from the prominent Democratic family came a day after Kennedy had to defend his recent efforts to pull back COVID-19 vaccine recommendations and fire high-level officials at the Centers for Disease Control at a three-hour Senate hearing. 

    
"Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is a threat to the health and wellbeing of every American," Joseph P. Kennedy III said in a post on X. The former congressman added: "None of us will be spared the pain he is inflicting." His aunt echoed those claims, saying "medical decisions belong in the hands of trained and licensed professionals, not incompetent and misguided leadership." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kerry Kennedy, joined by members of the Kennedy family, speaks before President Joe Biden at a campaign event, April 18, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy III, D-Mass., speaks with members of the media as he arrives at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum before the 2017 Profile in Courage award ceremonies, May 7, 2017, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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This is not the first time Kennedy has been the subject of his family's ire. Several of his relatives had objected to his presidential run in the last campaign, while others wrote to senators earlier this year, calling for them to reject his nomination to be Trump's health secretary due to views they considered disqualifying on life-saving vaccines. 
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Kennedy, a longtime leader in the anti-vaccine movement, has spent the last seven months implementing his once-niche, grassroots movement to the highest level of America's public health system. The sweeping changes to the agencies tasked with public health policy and scientific research have resulted in thousands of layoffs and the remaking of vaccine guidelines. 

The moves -- some of which contradict assurances he made during his confirmation hearings -- have rattled medical groups and officials in several Democratic-led states, which have responded with their own vaccine advice.
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    Trump's US Open visit sparks boos and long security lines




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump waves as he arrives at the US Open tennis men's singles final Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025, in Flushing, N.Y. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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[image: President Donald Trump, joined by Steve Witkoff, U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi, Karoline Leavitt, White House press secretary, Lindsey Halligan, White House Deputy Chief of Staff, Dan Scavino, and Arabella Kushner, watches play between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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[image: Fans react to President Donald Trump during the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: President Donald Trump, right, Steve Witkoff, center, and U.S. Attorney General, Pam Bondi, watch play between Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, and Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)]
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            By 
            WILL WEISSERT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- President Donald Trump attended the U.S. Open on Sunday and was booed by the crowd at a men's final, which was delayed due to the extra security associated with his visit.
The final still featured long lines of attendees waiting to get in when play began.
Wearing a suit and long, red tie, Trump briefly emerged from his suite about 45 minutes before the match started and heard a mix of boos and cheers from an Arthur Ashe stadium, which was still mostly empty. No announcement proceeded his appearance, and it was brief enough that some in the crowd who were there missed it.
Trump appeared again to more boos before the National Anthem. Standing in salute, the president was shown briefly on the arena's big screens during the song, and offered a smirk that briefly made the boos louder. 
When the anthem was over, the Republican pointed to a small group of supporters seated nearby, then sat on the suite's balcony to watch the match intently. He mostly didn't applaud, even following major points that energized the rest of the crowd as Spain's Carlos Alcaraz took on No. 1 seed and the tournament's defending champion Jannik Sinner, 24, of Italy. 

    
Trump was shown on the big screen again after the first set ended, and elicited louder boos. He raised his left fist in salute as the noise continued.



    
        




    




Organizers delayed the start of the match half an hour to give people more time to pass through Secret Service screening checkpoints reminiscent of security at airports. Still, thousands of increasingly frustrated fans remained in line outside waiting to get inside well past the start of play. 

    
    
    
Many seats, especially those in upper rows, stayed empty for nearly an hour. 
The Secret Service in a statement said that protecting Trump "required a comprehensive effort" and noting that it "may have contributed to delays for attendees." 
"We sincerely thank every fan for their patience and understanding," the statement said. 

    
Trump attended the final as a guest of Rolex, despite imposing steep tariffs on the Swiss watchmaker's home country. The U.S. Tennis Association also tried to limit negative reaction to Trump's attendance being shown on ABC's national telecast, saying in a statement before play began: "We regularly ask our broadcasters to refrain from showcasing off-court disruptions." 
The reactions to Trump didn't ultimately constitute major disruptions, though. 
Going to the U.S. Open was the latest example of Trump having built the bulk of his second term's domestic travel around attending major sports events rather than hitting the road to make policy announcements or address the kind of large rallies he so relished as a candidate.
Since returning to the White House in January and prior to Sunday's U.S Open swing, Trump went to the Super Bowl in New Orleans and the Daytona 500, as well as UFC fights in Miami and Newark, New Jersey, the NCAA wrestling championships in Philadelphia and the FIFA Club World Cup final in East Rutherford, New Jersey. Some of those crowds cheered him, but people booed him at other events. 

    
The president accepted Rolex's invitation despite his administration imposing a whopping 39% tariff on Swiss products. That's more than 2 1/2 times higher than levies on European Union goods exported to the U.S. and nearly four times higher than on British exports to the U.S. 
The White House declined to comment on Trump accepting a corporate client's invitation at the tournament, but the president has had few qualms about blurring lines between political and foreign policy decisions and efforts to boost the profits of his family business. He's tirelessly promoted his cryptocurrency interests and luxury golf properties, and even announced that the U.S. will host the Group of 20 summit in December 2026 at his Doral golf resort in Florida. 
No major street protests against Trump could be seen from the tournament's main stadium on Sunday. But attendees also steered clear of wearing any of the the Republican's signature "Make America Great Again" caps. 

    
A 58-year tennis fan originally from Turin, Italy, came from her home in the Boston area to watch the final and said that when she bought a U.S. Open cap, she went with a fuchsia-hued one so it wouldn't be mistaken for the signature darker color of MAGA hats. 
"I was careful not to get the red one," said the fan, who declined to give her name because of her employer's rules about being publicly quoted.
Among those attending with Trump were White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt, Attorney General Pam Bondi, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, special envoy Steve Witkoff and Susie Wiles, the White House chief of staff. Trump spent various portions of the match engaged in conversation with many of those around him.
Elsewhere in the crowd were a slew of celebrities -- some of whom publicly backed then-Vice President Kamala Harris during last year's election. Among them were Pink, Bruce Springsteen and Shonda Rhimes. In pre-match interviews shown on large stadium screens with the likes of Martha Stewart and Jon Hamm, the questions asked stuck to tennis and pop culture -- not Trump and politics. 

    
The president nonetheless was excited enough about his trip to tell reporters on Air Force One during the flight to New York when the plane flew over Ashe stadium -- though the covered roof kept those inside from reacting. 
Trump was once a U.S. Open mainstay, but hadn't attended since he was booed at a quarterfinals match in September 2015, months after launching his first presidential campaign. 
The Trump Organization once controlled its own U.S. Open suite, which was adjacent to the stadium's television broadcasting booth, but suspended it in 2017, during the first year of Trump's first term. The family business is now being run by Trump's sons with their father back in the White House. 

Trump was born in Queens, home of the U.S. Open, and for decades was a New York-area real estate mogul and, later, a reality TV star. Attending the tournament before he was a politician, he usually sat in his company's suite's balcony during night matches and was frequently shown on the arena's video screens.
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    59-0. 49-0. 48-0. Those were some halftime scores across college football on a romp-filled Saturday




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Florida State wide receiver Duce Robinson (0) makes a touchdown catch in front of East Texas A&M defensive back Javon Gillespie (7) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)]
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[image: Tennessee defensive lineman Tyre West (42) sacks East Tennessee State quarterback Cade McNamara (11) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Knoxville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: Texas Tech wide receivers Reggie Virgil (1) and Coy Eakin (3) celebrate Eakin's touchdown against Kent State during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Lubbock, Texas. (AP Photo/Justin Rex)]
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[image: Texas Tech wide receiver Reggie Virgil (1) catches a touchdown pass against Kent State during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Lubbock, Texas. (AP Photo/Justin Rex)]
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[image: Grambling State head coach Mickey Joseph signals to his team against Ohio State during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)]
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            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Grambling State coach Mickey Joseph knew what was coming when his team faced No. 1 Ohio State.
He expected a rout. He was right.
And his team had a lot of company Saturday, a day like few others in college football history.
As for Grambling State, it lost 70-0 to the defending national champion. And by day's end, there were eight games decided by 60 points or more -- the most in a single day in the AP poll era, which dates to 1936. Records show there were 11 such games on Oct. 2, 1920, like VMI's 136-0 win over Hampton-Sydney and Texas A&M's 110-0 win over Daniel Baker.
"It's no secret," Ohio State coach Ryan Day said after the Grambling game Saturday. "This was not a matchup game."
No, it wasn't.
There was a lot of that going around.
The other 60-point-or-more wins: No. 14 Florida State beat East Texas A&M 77-3, No. 21 Alabama beat Louisiana-Monroe 73-0, Nebraska beat Akron 68-0, No. 6 Oregon beat Oklahoma State 69-3, Minnesota beat Northwestern State 66-0, UCF beat North Carolina A&T 68-7 and Washington beat UC Davis 70-10.

    
Joseph went viral for a midweek interview in which he pointed out that Grambling's band can hold its own with Ohio State's band -- but on the field, he knew it looked like a mismatch.



    
        

    


    
    





 



    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oregon running back Jayden Limar (27) attempts to break a tackle by Oklahoma State safety David Kabongo (18) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Oregon would give the Big Ten 3 of the top 4 seeds in AP Top 25-based CFP bracket
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oregon running back Jayden Limar (27) celebrates after his touchdown with offensive lineman Isaiah World, center right, during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Oregon jumps to No. 4 in AP Top 25 behind Ohio St, Penn St, LSU; Illinois, Florida State into top 10
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"We understand what we're getting into. We understand what's going to happen," Joseph said during the week. "We understand it. It's not balanced with the scholarships, it's not balanced with what they have resources-wise and what we have resources-wise. We all know why we're playing the game."

    
    Get the AP Top 25 college football poll delivered straight to your inbox every week with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


That reason: money.

    
    
    
In the longstanding tradition of bigger programs offering guarantees to smaller programs for being willing to play as what typically is a huge underdog, Grambling State received $1 million from Ohio State for playing Saturday's game.
"It was a great experience for my kids. It's a great memory for them," Joseph said. "Everybody can't say they played the No. 1 team in the country."

    
Day tipped his cap to Joseph afterward.
"I've got a lot of respect for coach," Day said. "And I thought their team played hard in this game. They were outmatched, talent-wise, for sure. I think he expressed that. But I give them a lot of respect for playing hard and playing for four quarters, all the way to the end."
According to Stats LLC, Saturday was the first day since Sept. 10, 2016, that three major college football teams had leads of 48 or more points by halftime on the same day. At halftime -- yes, halftime -- Minnesota led Northwestern State 59-0, Florida State led East Texas A&M 49-0 and Texas Tech led Kent State 48-0.
Those games stayed lopsided the rest of the way: Minnesota's win was cut short by weather, Florida State had seven TD plays of 35 yards or more and Texas Tech prevailed 62-14.
Minnesota used 76 players. "Mission accomplished," Gophers coach P.J. Fleck said.
"The score is what it is," Northwestern State coach Blaine McCorkle said. "You play these games, and sometimes these things get sideways in a hurry, but we didn't do anything to help ourselves."
There were other routs by halftime Saturday. Alabama, smarting from a season-opening loss to Florida State, led Louisiana-Monroe 42-0 at the break. No. 22 Tennessee led East Tennessee State 48-7 on its way to a 72-17 victory. UCF led North Carolina A&T 40-0 after two quarters, Florida Atlantic took a 39-0 halftime lead and beat Florida A&M 56-14, and Oregon led Oklahoma State 41-3 at the break.

    
The Ducks didn't even score in the fourth quarter.
"It's fun to win," Oregon coach Dan Lanning said. "Tight games are a little bit more exhilarating."
Added Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy, after the worst loss of his tenure at the school -- which came days after he raised eyebrows by discussing the NIL investment disparity between the programs: "Sometimes, you're going to play people that have the ability to run away from you."
Lots of money was paid out for some Saturday romps.
Alabama paid Louisiana-Monroe nearly $2 million. Texas Tech paid Kent State $1.5 million, which probably didn't give the Golden Flashes a whole lot of consolation when they saw 48-0 on the scoreboard at halftime.

    
"Not the way we wanted to start. ... Proud of the resolve of the team and responding the way they did in the second half," Kent State interim coach Mark Carney said.
A similar situation found Kent State last season, too. On Sept. 14, 2024, the halftime deficit the Golden Flashes faced was worse -- Tennessee took a 65-0 lead at the break and won 71-0.
Nebraska paid Akron $1.45 million. Tennessee paid East Tennessee State $575,000, Minnesota gave Northwestern State $500,000, UCF paid North Carolina A&T $475,000 and Florida State paid East Texas A&M $450,000. The payout Washington gave for Saturday wasn't disclosed, but UC Davis coach Tim Plough said this past week that it was "a huge financial sum from this game." 
"Obviously, it does a lot for your athletic department. ... This is an incredible opportunity for us," ETSU coach Will Healy said.

    
Big payouts don't always bring big wins. No. 8 Clemson, favored by 31 points according to BetMGM Sportsbook, paid Troy $1.5 million; Troy jumped out to a 16-0 lead in the second quarter, before Clemson settled in and won 27-16.
"It was a weird day," Clemson coach Dabo Swinney said postgame, after the teams had to wait through a 92-minute first-half lightning delay.
No. 2 Penn State paid FIU $1.6 million for their game in Happy Valley. FIU showed up ready to earn that money: Penn State led only 10-0 at the half and got a 34-0 win -- getting its last 14 points in the final 3:29.
"Learned a lot about these guys today," FIU coach Willie Simmons said. "I think a foundation was laid today that could help us propel through the rest of the season."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Sports

    Poll preview: Rankings could see no change in top 10; No. 13 Gators' loss to USF is biggest surprise




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: South Florida wide receiver Keshaun Singleton (11) celebrates his 66-yard touchdown against Florida with quarterback Byrum Brown (17) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: South Florida fans celebrate in front of the team after they defeated Florida in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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[image: Mississippi State fans react to the team winning an NCAA college football game against Arizona State in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)]
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            Mississippi State fans react to the team winning an NCAA college football game against Arizona State in Starkville, Miss., Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ohio State quarterback Lincoln Kienholz takes a snap against Grambling State during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)]
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[image: Penn State defensive end Enai White (45) celebrates after sacking Florida International quarterback Keyone Jenkins (1) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)]
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            By 
            ERIC OLSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Chaos gave way to calm, mostly, in The Associated Press Top 25.
A week after four losses by top-10 teams set off a rankings shuffle that kept only three teams in the same spots, Saturday was marked by blowouts and just a couple of notable upsets, with Mississippi State beating No. 12 Arizona State 24-20 and South Florida knocking off No. 13 Florida 18-16 on the road.
No. 1 Ohio State, a 70-0 winner over Grambling, was among four AP Top 25 teams to score 70 points against overmatched opponents, and three other teams hung 60.
No. 2 Penn State shook off a slow start to beat Florida International 34-0, No. 3 LSU wasn't sharp but beat Louisiana Tech 23-7, No. 4 Georgia beat FCS Austin Peay 28-6 in a game that had a nearly two-hour weather delay and No. 5 Miami defeated Bethune-Cookman 45-3.

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida State wide receiver Micahi Danzy (19) celebrates his touchdown with quarterback Tommy Castellanos (1) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against East Texas A&M, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)]
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Look for them to move up

-- No. 14 Florida State followed up its win over Alabama with a 77-3 rout of FCS East Texas A&M and likely will move ahead of Florida.
-- No. 18 Oklahoma merits a big move after its 24-13 win over No. 15 Michigan.
-- No. 19 Texas A&M turned in a solid performance in a 44-22 win over Utah State and could be in line for a promotion.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida head coach Billy Napier, right, talks with quarterback DJ Lagway during time out in the first half of an NCAA college football game against South Florida, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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Look for them to drop

-- Florida had won five straight before losing to USF.
-- Arizona State will fall a few places, maybe more.
-- No. 17 SMU squandered a two-touchdown lead in the last eight minutes of regulation and lost 48-45 to unranked Baylor.

    
    
    

Wild cards
-- No. 6 Oregon's 69-3 romp over Oklahoma State set a Ducks record for margin of victory against a power-conference opponent.
-- No. 11 Illinois got points on five straight possessions to start the second half and put away Duke 45-19 for its most lopsided nonconference road win since 2001. The Illini are in line for only their second top-10 ranking since 1991.
-- No. 16 Iowa State is 3-0 for a second straight year thanks to a pair of three-point wins, with its 16-13 win over Iowa on Saturday coming two weeks after its 24-21 win over Kansas State in Ireland.

    

Knocking on the door?
-- USF, which opened the season with an easy win over Boise State, is the class of the Group of Five teams so far. The Bulls should crack the ratings after beating a second straight ranked opponent.
-- Georgia Tech, which was three spots out of the AP Top 25, won 59-12 over Gardner-Webb without starting quarterback Haynes King. He was held out with a lower-body injury.

    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    







            
            
                

                
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Live updates: The AP Top 25 
            

        
    
      





                



    
        This week's AP Top 25 college football poll rankings drop Sunday at 2 p.m. ET. Follow AP for live updates this afternoon, and analysis after the poll drops. 
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                    Entertainment

    Another 'Knives Out' makes a raucous premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Daniel Craig attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Daniel Craig attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mila Kunis, from left, Glenn Close, Kerry Washington, and Cailee Spaeny attend the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Kerry Washington attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Kerry Washington attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Glenn Close attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Glenn Close attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Andrew Scott attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Andrew Scott attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cailee Spaeny attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Cailee Spaeny attends the premiere of "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery" at the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto International Film Festival on Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Toronto. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TORONTO (AP) -- For the third time, the knives were out at the Toronto International Film Festival.
Rian Johnson on Saturday night premiered the third movie in his whodunit series, "Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Mystery." Like the previous two movies, "Knives Out" and "Glass Onion," Johnson brought a cavalcade of stars to Toronto's Princess of Wales Theatre for what was easily the hottest ticket of the festival.
"This is my favorite place to be in the world," said Johnson, recalling the similar TIFF first weekend premieres of his first two mysteries. 
"Wake Up, Dead Man" is arguably Johnson's darkest, most intricate and most star-studded "Knives Out" mystery yet. It includes plenty of the quips that have characterized the first two movies (there are "Star Wars" and "Scooby Doo" references), but the film is also more ambitiously existential. 

    
Daniel Craig's Benoit Blanc returns for a murder case involving a local church, with themes of truth, lies and grace threaded throughout. Josh O'Connor stars a young priest named Jud Duplenticy, with Josh Brolin as the Monsignor and Glenn Close as a devout parishioner. The cast also includes Mila Kunis, Jeremy Renner, Daryl McCormack, Andrew Scott, Kerry Washington, Thomas Haden Church and Cailee Spaeny.



    
        




    




"The first one was kind of a cozy, Agatha Christie family mystery. The second one was a big blow-out vacation mystery. And with this third one, we're going back to the roots of the genre," Johnson said. "And the roots of genre actually lie in Edgar Allan Poe. A little gothic. We're going to go by way of Poe into some John Dickson Carr. We're going to veer into some G.K. Chesterton with the Father Brown mysteries. And we're going to go back to church."

    
    
    
After the screening, the cast spoke about their joy at being inducted into Johnson's "Knives Out" ensembles. Renner said it was "like winning the lottery." Washington compared it to an all-star team. 

    
"Putting this many stars into one film is literally like herding cats," said a beaming Craig. 
After the first "Knives Out" was released in 2019 by Lionsgate, grossing $312 million worldwide, Netflix scooped up the sequels in a $400 million package.

Though Netflix has prioritized its streaming platform over theatrical, it gave "Glass Onion: Knives Out 2" a run in 696 theaters in 2022, including the biggest chains AMC, Regal and Cinemark. Though much smaller than a traditional theatrical opening (big productions typically launch in 3,000 to 4,000 theaters), the movie was estimated to gross $15 million in its first week.
"Wake Up Dead Man" will open in select theaters Nov. 26 for a two-week run before it begins streaming on Dec. 12. 
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    AI shakes up the call center industry, but some tasks are still better left to the humans
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            By 
            KEN SWEET

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Armen Kirakosian remembers the frustrations of his first job as a call center agent nearly 10 years ago: the aggravated customers, the constant searching through menus for information and the notes he had to physically write for each call he handled. 
Thanks to artificial intelligence, the 29-year-old from Athens, Greece, is no longer writing notes or clicking on countless menus. He often has full customer profiles in front of him when a person calls in and may already know what problem the customer has before even saying "hello." He can spend more time actually serving the customer. 
"A.I. has taken (the) robot out of us," Kirakosian said.
Roughly 3 million Americans work in call center jobs, and millions more work in call centers around the world, answering billions of inquiries a year about everything from broken iPhones to orders for shoes. Kirakosian works for TTEC, a company that provides third party customer service lines in 22 countries to companies in industries such as autos and banking that need extra capacity or have outsourced their call center operations. 

    
Answering these calls can be thankless work. Roughly half of all customer service agents leave the job after a year, according to McKinsey, with stress and monotonous work being among the reasons employees quit.



    
        




    




Much of what these agents deal with is referred to in the industry as "break/fix," which means something is broken -- or wrong or confusing -- and the customer expects the person on the phone to fix the problem. Now, it's a question of who will be tasked with the fix: a human, a computer, or a human augmented by a computer.

    
    
    
Already, AI agents have taken over more routine call center tasks. Some jobs have been lost and there have been dire forecasts about the future job market for these individuals, ranging from modest single-percentage point losses, to as many as half of all call center jobs going away in the next decade. The drop likely won't match the more dire predictions, however, because it's become evident that the industry will still need humans, perhaps with even higher levels of learning and training, as some customer service issues become increasingly harder to solve.

    
Some finance companies have already experimented with going all in on AI for their customer service issues only to run into AI's limitations. Klarna, the Swedish buy now, pay later company, replaced its 700-person customer service department with chatbots and AI in 2023. The results were mixed. While the company did save money, overall customer satisfaction rates dropped as well. Earlier this year, Klarna hired a handful of customer service employees back to the firm, acknowledging there were certain issues that AI couldn't handle as well as a real person, like identity theft.
"Our vision of an AI-first contact center, where AI agents handle the majority of conversations and fewer, better trained and better paid human agents support only the most complex tasks, is quickly becoming a reality," said Gadi Shamia of Replicant, an AI-software company that trains chatbots to sound more human, in an interview with consultants at McKinsey. 

    
The call center customer's experience, while improved, is still far from perfect. 
The initial customer service call has long been handled through interactive voice response systems, known in the industry as IVR. Customers interact with IVR when they're told "press one for sales, press two for support, press five for billing." These crude systems got an update in the 2010s, when customers could prompt the system by saying "sales" or "support" or simple phrases like "I'd like to pay a bill" instead of navigating through a labyrinthian set of menu options.
But customers have little patience for these menus, leading them to "zero out," which is call center slang for when a customer hits the zero button on their their keypad in hopes of reaching a human. It's also not uncommon that after a customer "zeros out" they will be put on hold and transferred because they did not end up in the right place for their request.

    
Aware of Americans' collective impatience with IVR, Democratic Sen. Ruben Gallego of Arizona and Republican Jim Justice of West Virginia have introduced the "Keep Call Centers in America Act," which would require clear ways to reach a human agent, and provide incentives to companies that keep call center jobs in the U.S. 
Companies are trying to roll out telephone systems that broadly understand customer service requests and predict where to send a customer without navigating a menu. OpenAI, the maker of ChatGPT, is coming out with its "ChatGPT Agent" service for users that's able to understand phrases like "I need to find a hotel for a wedding next year, please give me options for clothing and gifts."
Bank of America says it has had increasing success in integrating such features into "Erica," its chatbot that debuted in 2018. When Erica cannot handle a request, the agent transfers the customer directly to the right department. Erica is now also predictive and analytical, and knows for instance that a customer may repeatedly have a low balance and may need better help budgeting or may have multiple subscriptions to the same service. 

    
Bank of America said this month that Erica has been used 3 billion times since its creation and is increasingly taking on a higher case load of customer service requests. The chatbot's moniker comes from the last five letters of the company's name. 

James Bednar, vice president of product and innovation at TTEC, has spent much of his career trying to make customer service calls less painful for the caller as well as the company. He said these tools could eventually kill off IVR for good, ending the need for anyone to "zero out."
"We're getting to the point where AI will get you to the right person for your problem without you having to route through those menus," Bednar said. 
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                    AP Fact Check

    Differing infant mortality rates in Japan and the US are not connected to vaccine policies




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A medical worker receives his third dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine shot at a vaccination center in the complex of the Tokyo Skytree, the tallest structure in Japan, on Jan. 6, 2022. Social media users are sharing a post that compares the infant mortality rates in Japan and the U.S., drawing a false conclusion that they are different due to each country's laws around vaccines. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]
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            KARENA PHAN

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CLAIM: Japan stopped mandatory childhood vaccinations in 1994, vastly improving the country's infant mortality rate. By contrast, the U.S. has the highest childhood vaccination rate and has "the worst infant mortality rate of the western nations."
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Both countries have similar and very high childhood vaccination rates, despite their differing policies. While it's true that Japan has a lower infant mortality rate than the U.S., public health experts say it is not because of vaccines, which actually reduce death in vaccine-preventable diseases.
THE FACTS: Social media users are sharing a post that compares the infant mortality rates in Japan and the U.S., drawing a false conclusion that they are different due to each country's laws around vaccines.
The Instagram post claims that after Japan banned the MMR -- or measles, mumps and rubella -- vaccine and eliminated mandatory vaccines, the infant mortality rate decreased "as a result." "The United States has the worst infant mortality rate of the western nations and we v@ccinate the most," it concludes.

    
While it's true that Japan's infant mortality rate is far lower than the United States', and that childhood vaccines aren't required in the Asian nation, there is no connection between the two, experts say.



    
        




    




In fact, Japanese children are actually vaccinated at around the same rate -- or in some cases, a higher rate -- than American kids. And the data shows that vaccines prevent, rather than cause, infant deaths.

    
    
    
"To point to vaccinations as the cause, one would need a randomized clinical trial showing that infant vaccines have increased infant deaths," said Alice Chen, vice dean for research at the University of Southern California's Sol Price School of Public Policy. "No such data that I am aware of does that."
In 1989, cases of aseptic meningitis in children who received a combined vaccination for measles, mumps and rubella, or MMR, prompted lawsuits against the government, forcing it to scrap the mix four years later. However, kids can still be inoculated against the three diseases, just with separate injections.

    
Japan revised its vaccination law in 1994 to scrap mandatory inoculation. Nevertheless, the country still recommends people get vaccinated and childhood vaccination rates are very high.
For example, in 2022, 99% of Japanese kids had at least one dose of the diphtheria tetanus toxoid and pertussis or DTaP, according to data from the World Health Organization and UNICEF. The rate in the U.S. was 98%.
And in 2021, the vaccination rates for both rubella and the first dose of the measles shot were around 95% for Japan and 92% for the U.S., according to data from WHO and UNICEF. Data for mumps vaccination was not readily available, but it reportedly remains lower in Japan, where it is not classified as a routine inoculation.
Additionally, Japan's infant mortality rate has gradually decreased over time, not dramatically after 1994, according to the infant mortality rate total estimates from the United Nations Inter-agency group for Child Mortality estimation, a group led by UNICEF.

    
U.N. data shows Japan's infant mortality rate was around 1.7 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2021, versus approximately 5.4 deaths per 1,000 live births in the U.S, which is indeed higher than most other Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, or OECD, nations.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported in 2021 that the leading causes of infant death in the U.S. were birth defects, preterm birth and low birth weight, maternal pregnancy complication, sudden infant death syndrome -- or SIDS -- and injuries such as suffocation.
Emily Oster, a professor in economics at Brown University who researches infant mortality, noted there has been a large decline of infant deaths due to SIDS due to preventative steps parents have taken, such as having infants sleep on their back.
The reasons for these poor outcomes are unclear, though Oster and Chen conducted a study that found higher infant mortality rates in the U.S. versus Europe were driven by those with a lower socioeconomic status.

    
Researchers have also found racial disparities in infant deaths. The AP reported on a study published last year that shows higher death rates in the U.S. for infants born to Black women who used fertility treatments, such as vitro fertilization or fertility drugs, than white women who did the same -- a gap that is much wider than in babies born without those treatments.
___

This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    No, Amish kids aren't immune to cancer, diabetes and autism -- and they aren't vaccine-free, either




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: 
              FILE - In this April 15, 2011 file photo, an Amish farmer plows a field near New Holland, Pa. The Amish population in Pennsylvania's Lancaster County is continuing to grow each year, despite the encroachment of urban sprawl on their communities. The U.S. Census Bureau says the county added about 2,500 people in 2018. LNP reports that about 1,000 of them were Amish. (Dan Marschka/LNP/LancasterOnline via AP, File)
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                    FILE - In this April 15, 2011 file photo, an Amish farmer plows a field near New Holland, Pa. The Associated Press on Friday, July 14, 2023, reported on social media posts falsely claiming that a new study has found zero cases of Amish children with cancer, diabetes, autism or other serious medical conditions and few deaths from COVID-19. (Dan Marschka/LNP/LancasterOnline via AP, File) 
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                                        CLAIM: A new, comprehensive study has found zero cases of Amish children with cancer, diabetes, autism or other serious medical conditions and few deaths from COVID-19 because Amish people don't get vaccinated.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. There's no new research supporting the claims. Experts who study Amish communities say most members have some level of vaccination and that research has shown significant deaths from COVID in the communities. They also say studies have documented cases of autism, diabetes and cancer among the Amish, albeit at lower rates in some cases than the broader population and for reasons that are unrelated to their vaccination status.
THE FACTS: Social media users are pointing to Amish communities as proof that vaccinations not only don't work, but are harmful to our health.
Many are sharing a screenshot of a website article with the headline, "New Study Finds Zero Amish Children Diagnosed with Cancer, Diabetes or Autism."



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More fact checks
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: A look at false and misleading claims made by RFK Jr. during Senate hearing
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis answers a question after announcing a lawsuit against book publishers McGraw Hill, Inc. and Savvas Learning Co., Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025, with Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, not pictured, during a press conference at Voyager K-8 School in St. Cloud, Fla. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: DeSantis' misleading claims about why Florida missed out on a congressional seat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Louisiana National Guard patrol at Union Station, Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Trump suggests more US cities need National Guard but crime stats tell a different story
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    





    
"A new comprehensive study has found that no Amish children have been diagnosed with chronic conditions, which widely impact the rest of America," the first sentence of the story reads, underneath a picture of Amish children riding a traditional horse drawn carriage.
The Amish are a conservative Christian group that shuns many modern technologies, including electric and gas-powered machinery. They're largely concentrated in the Midwest and East Coast, including in Pennsylvania's Lancaster County.

    
    
    
"No vaccines or processed food means no mental illness or diseases?," wrote one Instagram user in a widely shared post that included the screenshot. "Who would have thought!?"
Other posts claimed Amish people died of COVID at a rate "90 times lower than the rest of America" because they weren't vaccinated.
But there's no new study supporting that figure or the notion that the Amish are immune to serious medical conditions because of vaccine reluctance.

    
Instead, the purported study is merely anecdotal evidence put forward by Steven Kirsch, a former Silicon Valley executive-turned anti-vaccine activist, during a Pennsylvania state senate hearing last month that took a critical view of the COVID-19 vaccine and inoculations generally.
In his testimony, Kirsch claimed that he'd spoken with Amish people in Lancaster County and learned that only five community members died of the coronavirus. That, he said, led him to conclude that the Amish "died at a rate 90 times lower than the infection fatality rate of the United States of America."
Kirsch goes on to claim, without citing evidence, that Amish children also don't suffer from cancer, diabetes, autism, autoimmune disease and a range of other ailments.
"You just don't find any of these chronic diseases in the Amish," he said.
Katrine Wallace, an epidemiologist at the University of Illinois at Chicago's School of Public Health, was among those that took to Instagram this week to push back at the baseless claims.
"There is no 'study'," she wrote in a follow up email to The Associated Press. "It's just Steve Kirsch saying he couldn't find any unvaccinated kids with autism in that community."

    
Kirsch, responding after this story was published, confirmed he'd produced no such study.
"It was an informal effort on my behalf using multiple methods to try and uncover what the health effects are for the Amish who are unvaccinated," he said in a phone interview, noting that his efforts included offering a $2,500 reward for information about Amish COVID deaths on Twitter.
Wallace and other Amish experts, meanwhile, cited years of published, peer-reviewed research on the communities, which are found in more than 30 states and combined represent more than 360,000 people.
A 2011 study in Pediatrics, for example, found only 14% of Amish people surveyed didn't vaccinate their kids at all, Wallace noted.
"They do vaccinate at a lower rate than the general population, but they are far from an 'unvaccinated' population," she said.
Alan Shuldiner, founder of the Amish Research Clinic at the University of Maryland, said it's also not true that Amish children don't have diabetes.

    
Amish children tend to have lower incidence of the chronic ailment than non-Amish children, but it's not because of vaccination -- it's due to a more physically demanding lifestyle that lends itself to leaner body types, he said, citing a 2013 study published in Diabetes Care that he co-authored.
Braxton Mitchell, an epidemiologist at the University of Maryland School of Medicine who has also studied Amish communities, said autism does occur among members, despite claims suggesting otherwise.
But he said it is a challenge to gather reliable data on the subject because autism and other related conditions require clinical assessments and expert diagnosis, which Amish families may not seek out.
Indeed a 2010 paper from the International Society for Autism Research found autism was less prevalent in Amish communities than the U.S. overall, but that further study was needed to determine how "cultural norms and customs" played a role in the numbers.

    
Recent research also suggests Amish communities weren't completely insulated from the ravages of COVID, said Steven Nolt, an Amish expert at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania.
A study published in June in the Journal of Religion and Health found excess death rates among Amish groups rose at a similar pace as the nation during the early phase of the pandemic, and then outpaced it as death rates otherwise dropped nationwide.
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[image: People in Amish country prepare a horse team to work on a farm in Pulaski, Pa., Wednesday, June 23, 2021. The vaccination drive is lagging far behind in many Amish communities across the U.S. following a wave of virus outbreaks that swept through their churches and homes during the past year.  (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Amish put faith in God's will and herd immunity over vaccine
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - This April 10, 2002 photo shows Amish buggies of the Swartzentrubers Amish sect parked outside the Ebensburg, Pa., courthouse. A state appeals court says members of a deeply conservative Amish community in Minnesota don't need to install septic systems to dispose of their ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Religious freedom vs. 'gray water.' AP explains ruling favoring Amish families who shun septic tanks
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Dresses donated by sexual assault survivors from Amish and other plain-dressing religious groups hang on a clothesline beneath a description of each survivors' age and church affiliation, on Friday, April 29, 2022, in Leola, Pa. The exhibit's purpose was to show that sexual assault is a reality among children and adults in such groups. Similar exhibits held nationwide aim to shatter the myth that abuse is caused by a victim's clothing choice. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski, File)]
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Going back further, research published in 1988 in Social Science and Medicine found Amish communities have unusually high rates of breast cancer and juvenile leukemia but relatively low rates of cervical cancer, noted Mark Louden, an Amish expert at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
The study also examined incidences of stomach, colon, rectum, urinary bladder and prostate cancer among Amish communities and other similar religious enclaves.
"In a nutshell, this claim is not supported by the evidence," Louden wrote in an email. "While Amish, including children, are overall healthier by many measures than their non-Amish counterparts, that is due to a combination of lifestyle and genetics, not their low vaccination rates."
Kirsch, in response, dismissed the recent study on COVID deaths among the Amish as "fraudulent," citing as evidence a critique by another Substack blogger who identifies as a musician and teacher.

But Kirsch also acknowledged that just because his efforts had not turned up any examples of cancer, diabetes or autism among Amish children, that didn't mean they didn't exist.
___
This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    FACT FOCUS: Claims that more than 300,000 migrant children are missing lack context




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at campaign event at Discovery World, Friday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at campaign event at Discovery World, Friday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        Republicans, including former President Donald Trump, have recently claimed that hundreds of thousands of migrant children who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border unaccompanied are missing, then criticized the border policies of the Biden administration and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris.
Ohio Sen. JD Vance, the Republican vice presidential nominee, repeated the claim during Tuesday night's debate. 
"We have 320,000 children that the Department of Homeland Security has effectively lost," he said as he met Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz in what is likely the last debate of the 2024 presidential campaign.
But immigration experts say the claims regarding missing migrant children lack significant context.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The Biden administration has lost more than 300,000 unaccompanied migrant children.

    
THE FACTS: This claim misrepresents information in an August report published by the Department of Homeland Security's Office of the Inspector General, which faulted Immigration and Customs Enforcement for failing to consistently "monitor the location and status of unaccompanied migrant children" once they are released from federal government custody.



    
        




    




The report noted that more than 291,000 unaccompanied migrant children had not, as of May 2024, received a notice to appear in court. Additionally, more than 32,000 unaccompanied migrant children got a notice to appear but then failed to show up for immigration court hearings. Those figures came from ICE and covered a period from October 2018 to September 2023. During that period there were a total of 448,820 unaccompanied children released by ICE to the Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Refugee Resettlement.

    
    
    
But experts say it is a stretch to refer to roughly 300,000 children as "lost" or "missing." 
"This is not a 'missing kids' problem; it's a 'missing paperwork' problem," Jonathan Beier, associate director of research and evaluation for the Acacia Center for Justice's Unaccompanied Children Program, wrote in an email.

    
Plus, President Joe Biden only entered the White House partway through this period. It includes approximately 15 months when Trump was president and does not specify how many children arrived in the U.S. under each president.
Experts say there are many reasons why the children might not have appeared for hearings or received a notice to appear in the first place. For example, they only get a notice to appear when removal proceedings against them have begun, and if ICE hasn't started that removal process, they wouldn't have gotten a notice in the first place. 
A lack of communication between government agencies could mean a notice is sent to the wrong address if it has been updated with one agency and not another. A child's guardian may be unable to take them to court, perhaps because they live on the other side of the state.
The report does not provide any explanations.
"All of these factors can explain some of the deficiencies and a conclusion that the children are missing could be very, very premature," said Raul Pinto, deputy legal director for transparency at the American Immigration Council.

    
Carmen Hills, an ICE spokesperson, said the agency agreed with the inspector general's recommendations to improve information sharing within ICE and externally with HHS, but disagreed with the suggestion that the children are missing.
"We are concerned that the report's findings are misleading and may be misconstrued because they fail to acknowledge key facts," she said.
Hills said ICE does not generally issue court notices to unaccompanied children "until after they have been placed with sponsors who have been vetted by HHS" so that they can get settled and seek legal help.
Representatives for HHS and Vance did not respond to requests for comment from The Associated Press.
An unaccompanied migrant child is defined by the U.S. government as someone who is under 18, lacks lawful immigration status and has no parent or guardian in the country to take custody of them. When they're apprehended by the Department of Homeland Security, they're transferred to the HHS's Office of Refugee Resettlement.

    
They are then placed "in the least restrictive setting that is in the best interests of the child," according to the resettlement office. That can mean shelters, foster care or residential treatment centers, among other options. If possible, children are released to sponsors, often family members, who can care for them.

Removal proceedings may be initiated by ICE and the Department of Justice. Some children are able to stay in the U.S. legally if they qualify for asylum, special visas for victims of abuse, trafficking and other crimes, or other types of immigration relief. In those cases, removal proceedings may never start. 
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    AP Fact Check

    A photo that appears to show Trump's ear with no damage after the attempted assassination is actually from 2022




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Republican Ohio Senate candidate JD Vance speaks as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump listens at a campaign rally in Youngstown, Ohio, Sept. 17, 2022.  (AP Photo/Tom E. Puskar, File)]
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            MELISSA GOLDIN

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        
    
    Follow AP's live coverage of the 2024 presidential race.


    


CLAIM: A photo taken on Monday shows former President Donald Trump with no damage to his right ear, contrary to reports that it was injured in an attempted assassination on Saturday.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. The photo was taken on Sept. 17, 2022, at a rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for then-U.S. Senate candidate JD Vance. Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Myriad photos show his ear bloodied after a shooter opened fire at his rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, over the weekend.
THE FACTS: Social media users are sharing the old photo as new, with some falsely presenting it as evidence that Trump was not injured by the gunfire.
"The top part of his ear grew back," reads one X post from Monday night that had received approximately 40,000 likes and 13,200 shares as of Tuesday. "(Yes. This is from today)"

    
Another X post from Monday night states: "This image of Trump was taken today. There is absolutely nothing wrong with his ear, and it has zero damage, FROM A BULLET. Everything about Trump is a con or a grift." It received approximately 26,000 likes and 8,600 shares.



    
        




    




But the photo was taken nearly two years ago.
It is from a Sept. 17, 2022, rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for Vance during his Senate campaign. The image appeared in multiple articles published around that time. Trump chose Vance, now a U.S. senator, as his running mate on Monday.

    
    
    
The version spreading online is cropped to show only Trump and is zoomed in to show the former president's ear more clearly. In the original, Vance can be seen speaking at a podium while Trump stands behind him.
Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Numerous photos from the aftermath of the shooting show the same ear bloodied.
Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle from a nearby roof at a rally for the Republican nominee on Saturday. He was killed by Secret Service personnel, officials said.


    
The attempted assassination left Trump and two other men wounded. Corey Comperatore, a 50-year-old fire chief, was killed while protecting his family. The FBI said it was investigating the attack as a potential act of domestic terrorism, but has not identified a clear ideological motive, The Associated Press has reported.
___
This is part of the AP's effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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                    AP Fact Check

    George Floyd's autopsy report is not new, does not say he died of an overdose




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, Thursday, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. A page from the autopsy report for Floyd being shared by social media users  was released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in 2020. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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                                        CLAIM: A new autopsy report for George Floyd has been released in 2023, revealing he died from a drug overdose, not from the actions of arresting Minneapolis police officers.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Social media users are sharing a page from the 20-page autopsy report that was publicly released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in full on June 3, 2020. It has not been changed since. While the page says he had fentanyl and methamphetamine in his system, and did not have "life-threatening injuries," the full report concludes Floyd died from "cardiopulmonary arrest," not an overdose. 
THE FACTS: As the three-year anniversary of Floyd's death arrived on Thursday, some social media users shared what they erroneously claimed was new evidence about the circumstances of his passing.
Many of the posts presented a page from an autopsy report that supposedly had not been made public before. One section on the page lists the drugs that were in Floyd's system when he died, while another states, "no life-threatening injuries identified."

    
"BREAKING NEWS: George Floyd full autopsy released," reads one tweet. "Says 'no life threatening injuries identified' and reveals high levels of multiple additional toxic drugs on top of the Fentanyl that was initially reported." It had received more than 48,000 likes and more than 16,000 shares by Friday.



    
        




    




Another tweet that had received more than 29,600 likes and more than 6,600 shares stated that "the coroner's report says Floyd died from drugs - not COPS."

    
    
    
But the image being shared online simply shows the second page of the autopsy report released three years ago by Hennepin County. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death, and ignores that the prior page concludes that it was a homicide due to "cardiopulmonary arrest" from "law enforcement subdual, restraint, and neck compression."

    
Carolyn Marinan, a spokesperson for Hennepin County, confirmed that the report "has not been amended or changed since it was finalized on June 1, 2020."
John Stiles, deputy chief of staff for Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, said that the image "is a page ripped from the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's 2020 autopsy" and shows "nothing new."
During his murder trial, defense attorneys for Derek Chauvin, the officer captured on video placing his knee on Floyd's neck during the fatal arrest, put a major focus on the presence of fentanyl and other illicit substances in Floyd's system. Chauvin was ultimately found guilty and sentenced to more than 22 years in prison. Three other former Minnesota cops -- Thomas Lane, J. Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao -- have also been given prison time for their role in Floyd's death.
Expert witnesses called by prosecutors during the trial concluded that Floyd did not die of an overdose or because of his drug use.
Independent experts have previously told the AP that underlying medical problems and drug use revealed in the autopsy report don't change the conclusion that Floyd's death was a homicide, explaining that these conditions simply made it more likely that he would not fare well under stress.

    
They have also noted that the fact that no major bruising or damage to the muscles, cartilage or bones in the neck was found -- as indicated under the phrase "no life-threatening injuries identified" in the autopsy -- does not mean that asphyxia did not occur. Only that there are no signs of it on the body.
Stiles called use of the phrase in the false posts spreading online "cherry-picked" and said that it "demonstrates the limitations of an autopsy by itself in diagnosing death by asphyxiation."
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    Posts misrepresent Illinois bill rebranding some criminal offenders as 'justice-impacted individuals'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: FILE - This June 21, 2006, file photo shows The Illinois State Capitol in Springfield, Ill. Social media users are distorting a bill that would relabel some criminal offenders as "justice-impacted individuals" under Illinois state law. (AP Photo/Seth Perlman File)]
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                                        CLAIM: An Illinois bill would change how individuals who committed criminal offenses are referred to under state law, replacing "offender" with "justice-impacted individual."
AP'S ASSESSMENT: Missing context. The bill, HB 4409, would not relabel all people who commit crimes as justice-impacted individuals -- just those in the state's Adult Redeploy Illinois program. Adult Redeploy Illinois is intended to reduce incarceration, in part, by placing individuals with any probation-eligible offense in community corrections programs rather than in prison.
THE FACTS: Social media users are omitting details about the bill, implying that it would apply to anyone who has committed a crime.
"Satire is now reality: Illinois just passed a bill to change the word 'offender' to justice-impacted individual," reads one X post that had received approximately 23,000 likes and 10,500 shares as of Friday. "HB 4409 passed both chambers."

    
An Instagram post with more than 16,000 likes similarly claimed: "Illinois bill changes the word 'offender' to 'justice-impacted individual' in state law. This is the current state of our government. Don't worry about the southern border, grocery and gas prices, or foreign wars. THIS is what truly matters."



    
        




    




But HB 4409 would only apply to participants in a state rehabilitation program -- Adult Redeploy Illinois.
"HB4409 represents a small change to an incredibly successful diversion program that simply seeks to better reflect the program's intention," State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, a Democrat who co-sponsored the bill, wrote in an email to The Associated Press. "Those who choose to fan the flames of misinformation and fearmongering do all of us a disservice. Focusing on semantics rather than substance is an insult to everyone's intelligence."

    
    
    
The bill would amend the Illinois Crime Reduction Act of 2009, which created Adult Redeploy Illinois. If it is signed by Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Adult Redeploy Illinois participants would be called "justice-impacted individuals" instead of "offenders" under state law.

    
Adult Redeploy Illinois is an alternative to incarceration open to individuals with any offense that is eligible for probation. It provides funding and other resources to participating local jurisdictions so that they can use community-based services to reduce the number of people sent to prison.
Counties, groups of counties or judicial circuits design and control their own branch of the program. Services offered include substance use disorder treatment, group therapy, problem-solving courts, specialized probation and mentoring.
Detractors of HB 4409 say the name change promotes a lack of accountability for people who commit crimes, while failing to show empathy for victims of crimes and concern for public safety.
"Through all these changes -- change this, change that -- the only thing that you don't want to change is the behavior of criminals," State Sen. Steve McClure, a Republican, said on the Senate floor Tuesday before voting on the bill. "And guess who's paying for that right now? Victims all across this state. I urge a no vote."

    
Others are concerned that such an adjustment could have a large financial impact.
"Each time we make that change, each agency has to make that change on every one of their documents," Republican State Sen. Terri Bryant said on Tuesday. "So right now in the Department of Corrections there's multiple changes that have been made and it's costing thousands and thousands of dollars just to do a name change."

HB 4409 was passed by the Illinois state Senate on Tuesday after passing the House on April 16. In addition to the name change, it stipulates that an oversight board for Adult Redeploy Illinois will include two individuals who participated in programs funded by the initiative and adjusts how funding for Adult Redeploy Illinois is allocated.
___
This is part of the AP's effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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                    Oddities

    Swastikas still linger on some flags in Finland's air force, but are on the way out




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Flags of Finnish Air Forces are seen during a parade in Jyvaskyla, Finland in November 2024. (Tommi Anttonen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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[image: The flag of Finnish Air Forces during a parade at the Santahamina garrison island in Helsinki, Finland, on July 31, 2019. (Martti Kainulainen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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[image: Finnish aerobatics group Midnight Hawks performs during a celebration marking the Russian air force's 100th anniversary in Zhukovsky, outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2012. (AP Photo/Misha Japaridze, File)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Finland's Air Force, now part of NATO, still flies swastikas on a handful of unit flags -- but is preparing to phase them out, largely to avoid awkwardness with its Western allies.
The history of the Finnish air force's use of the swastika, which since the 20th century has largely been associated with Nazi tyranny and hate groups, is more complex than at first appearance. It is an ancient symbol and Finland's air force began using it many years before the birth of Nazi Germany.
Change has been underway for years. A swastika logo was quietly pulled off the Air Force Command's unit emblem a few years ago. But swastikas have remained on some Finnish air force flags, raising eyebrows among NATO allies, tourists and other foreigners who spot them at military events.
"We could have continued with this flag, but sometimes awkward situations can arise with foreign visitors. It may be wise to live with the times, Col. Tomi Bohm, the new head of Karelia Air Wing air defense force, was quoted as saying in a report Thursday by the public broadcaster YLE.

    
    
    
A bad look for a new NATO member
The Defense Forces, in an email to The Associated Press on Friday, said a plan to renew the air force unit flags was launched in 2023, the year Finland joined NATO, but said it was not linked to joining the alliance. The aim, it said, was "to update the symbolism and emblems of the flags to better reflect the current identity of the Air Force."
It referred to an article in daily Helsingin Sanomat on Friday, which said the reason for the removal was a perception that the swastika has been an "embarrassing symbol in international contexts."
Finland, which shares a long border with Russia, joined NATO in April 2023 over concerns related to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
Teivo Teivainen, a professor of world politics at the University of Helsinki, said the flags in question were introduced in the 1950s and today are flown by four Air Force units. 

    
The Air Force and the Finnish public generally had for years insisted the swastikas used in Finland's air force "have nothing to do with the Nazi swastika," said Teivainen, who this month had a book published whose Finnish title translates as "History of the Swastika." 
But now, following Finland's integration with NATO, policymakers have decided "there's now a need to get more integrated with the forces of countries like Germany, the Netherlands, and France -- countries where the swastika is clearly a negative symbol," he said. 
Teivainen said that in 2021, German air force units bowed out of a final ceremony following exercises at a military base in Finland's Lapland region after learning that the Finnish swastikas would be on display.
A symbol used for more than a century
Finland's air force adopted the swastika emblem in 1918 soon after country gained its independence after more than a century of Imperial Russian rule. 
Count Eric von Rosen of neighboring Sweden donated Finland's first military plane in 1918, which bore his personal symbol, the swastika.
The Finnish air force soon after adopted a blue swastika on a white background as the national insignia on all its planes from 1918 to 1945. After the war, the imagery remained for decades on some Air Force unit flags and decorations as well as on the insignia of the Air Force Academy.

    
But that doesn't mean there is no Nazi connection at all.
Von Rosen, an aristocratic explorer and ethnographer, was the brother-in-law of Hermann Goering, a decorated World War I German fighter pilot who became an early Nazi Party member. Goering went on to lead Germany's Luftwaffe during World War II under Hitler.
The Finnish air force stressed that its use of the symbol had no connection to Nazi Germany, although Finland entered into a reluctant alliance with the Third Reich during World War II.
New flags -- featuring an eagle -- will be published when the work has been completed and the flags are introduced into use for events like parades and local ceremonies, the Defense Forces said, without saying when that would happen.

"The traditional Von Rosen swastika emblem, in use since 1918, has already been removed from most other Air Force emblems during earlier reforms, so its removal from the unit flags is a logical continuation of this work," the emailed statement said.
___
This story corrects the spelling of the name of University of Helsinki professor Teivo Teivainen.
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    Ground squirrels are taking over a North Dakota city and officials are not amused




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Richardson's ground squirrels are threatening to overrun Minot, North Dakota. The city is trying to fight back. (AP video: Jack Dura & Mark Vancleave)
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                                        MINOT, N.D. (AP) -- The Richardson's ground squirrel weighs less than a pound, is about a foot long and is native to the northern Plains.
The little creature also is a ferocious tunneler, and it's exasperating the people of Minot, North Dakota, where it's burrowing everywhere from vacant lots to the middle of town, and growing more plentiful over the past two decades.
Now North Dakota's fourth-largest city is fighting back, but even the pest control guy leading the charge acknowledges that it will be difficult to turn the tide against the rodent.
An uphill battle
Joshua Herman said fighting the squirrels is akin to "one guy standing against a massive storm."

    
"If I'm trapping but my neighbor isn't, well then, we're really not going to get anywhere with it, long-term," Herman said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman, owner/operator of Herman Pest Control Services, poses for a photo on Monday, July 14, 2025, next to holes dug by Richardson's ground squirrels in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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Ground squirrels have been an issue in Minot, a city of nearly 50,000 people, for at least 20 years, but the problem has dramatically worsened in the last few years, said Minot Street Department Superintendent Kevin Braaten. 
It's unclear how many of the squirrels live in Minot but it likely nears or even exceeds the city's population.
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From coding to canonization: The extraordinary life of Carlo Acutis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How romance and a road trip led to the purchase of the world's oldest drive-in theater
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"Gosh, there's got to be tens of thousands of them in the area," Herman said.
Officials in the city, a green spot along the winding Souris River surrounded by farmland and grassy prairie, know they can't get rid of the squirrels, but hope to simply get the rodent numbers down.

    
    
    
"I don't see the population ever going to zero," Braaten said. "I mean, it's almost impossible by the numbers that we have."
Put another way, Minot won't be able to rid itself of the squirrels because the animals have lived on the prairie for centuries. Outside of town, predators like coyotes, badgers, owls and even snakes love to dine on the squirrels. But in residential neighborhoods and even downtown, where few of their predators live, the rodents can roam pretty freely.
Greg Gullickson, an outreach biologist with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, adds that the squirrels now have fewer grassland areas available to them and like the mowed spots they find in town.

    
No land is safe
Female squirrels typically give birth to litters of about six babies a year, so it's easy to see how their numbers can quickly soar.
Herman said he kills 3,500 to 5,000 of them a year, primarily by putting snares and carbon monoxide into the holes, and using an air rifle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three Richardson's ground squirrels appear Monday, July 14, 2025, in a vacant lot near apartment homes in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"I've had calls downtown, calls in the mall, along the highways, here at the airport -- really every part of the city I've done trapping for ground squirrels here in Minot," Herman said as he checked his traps along an apartment building and shoveled dirt over holes.
Herman says they damage driveways, sidewalks and lawns; create tripping hazards with their holes and can harbor disease from fleas.
Along an apartment building, the squirrels had dug under a concrete slab and against the foundation. Nearby in a vacant lot, the rodents popped in and out of holes.

    
Ground squirrels near Pashone Grandson's ground-level apartment dig holes near her door and eat her plants. One squirrel even got around her baby gate at the door and into her daughter's clothes in her bedroom.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman pumps carbon monoxide into burrows dug by Richardson's ground squirrels along an apartment building on Monday, July 14, 2025, in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"It was a little scary. You don't know what disease they carry. They're dirty. I have a young daughter ... I didn't know if it was going to bite her," Grandson said.
North of town, Minot Air Force Base, which houses bombers and intercontinental ballistic missiles, has fought the ground squirrels for years. Earlier this month, the base said it had trapped more than 800 "dak-rats," a base name for the rodents.
Base officials declined to comment on the squirrels.
Jared Edwards, facilities director for Minot Public Schools, which has three schools on the base, said residential areas of the base and runways are overrun by ground squirrels. He called it "a continuous battle for them for the last 75 years since the base has been there."
"I'm not going to exaggerate: They're by the millions out there," Edwards said. 
In town, three school properties have large populations of ground squirrels, he said. Last year, the school system began using snares, and for years before that had used poison.
"It's something you have to keep up with. It is Mother Nature," Edwards said, adding that they've probably been in the area since homesteaders came through.

    
A cute nuisance
Still, not everyone sees the squirrels as a pest. Some find the critters cute and fuzzy.
Herman said people have sabotaged, stolen or thrown out his traps. They occasionally confront him when he shoots at ground squirrels with an air rifle, scolding him for hurting the wildlife, he said.

"They get that cute association, and they are, you know, adorable, but they're a vermin and a pest and dangerous when they are allowed to proliferate," Herman said.
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    Giant trolls have a message for humans about protecting the planet
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            Nestled in forests worldwide, an army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better - without destroying the planet. Recycle artist Thomas Dambo's "Trolls Save the Humans" installation is on display in California. (AP Video/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: The face of a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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                                        WOODSIDE, Calif. (AP) -- Nestled in forests around the world, a gentle army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better without destroying the planet. 
The Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team have created 170 troll sculptures from discarded materials such as wooden pallets, old furniture and wine barrels.
Twelve years after he started the "Trail of a Thousand Trolls" project, his sculptures can be found in more than 20 countries and 21 U.S. states. Each year Dambo and his team make about 25 new trolls, which stand up to 40 feet (12 meters) tall.

    
"I believe that we can make anything out of anything," said Dambo, speaking from his farm outside Copenhagen. "We are drowning in trash. But we also know that one man's trash is another man's treasure."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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An installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is on display at Filoli, a historic estate with 650 acres of forests and gardens in Woodside, California, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of San Francisco. 
"They bring us back to be connected to the earth and to nature," said Jeannette Weederman, who was visiting Filoli with her son in July.
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From coding to canonization: The extraordinary life of Carlo Acutis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How romance and a road trip led to the purchase of the world's oldest drive-in theater
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Dambo's trolls each have their own personality and story. At Filoli, the troll Ibbi Pip builds birdhouses, Rosa Sunfinger plants flowers and Kamma Can makes jewelry from people's garbage. 
"Each of them has a story to tell," said Filoli CEO Kara Newport. "It inspires people to think of their own stories, what kind of creatures might live in their woods and make that connection to living beings in nature."

    
    
    
Dambo's trolls don't like humans because they waste nature's resources and pollute the planet. The mythical creatures have a long-term perspective because they live for thousands of years and have witnessed the destructive force of human civilizations.
But the six young trolls at Filoli have a more optimistic view of human nature. They believe they can teach people how to protect the environment.

    
"They want to save the humans. So they do this by teaching them how to be better humans -- be humans that don't destroy nature," said Dambo, 45, a poet and former hip-hop artist. "They hope to save them from being eaten by the older trolls."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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Dambo's trolls are hidden in forests, mountains, jungles and grasslands throughout Europe and North America as well as countries such as Australia, Chile and South Korea. Most were built with local materials and assembled on-site by his team of craftsmen and artists with help from local volunteers. 

"My exhibition now has four and a half million visitors a year globally, and it's all made out of trash together with volunteers," said Dambo. "That is such a huge proof of concept of why we should not throw things out, but why we should recycle it."
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    A driver faces up to $110,000 in fines for speeding on a Swiss street. But he can afford it




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A vehicle passes in front of a sign of the Vaud Cantonal Police indicating the number of driving licences withdrawn for speeding in the construction zone on the A1 motorway between Lausanne and Yverdon, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 15, 2010. (Dominic Favre/Keystone via AP, file)]
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The driver was clocked going 27 kilometers per hour (17 mph) over the speed limit on a street in the Swiss city of Lausanne, and now he's facing up to 90,000 Swiss francs (over $110,000) in fines as a result. But he can afford it.
Why the eye-popping penalty? Because the speedster, a repeat offender, is one of Switzerland's wealthiest people, and the Vaud canton, or region, serves up fines based on factors like income, fortune or general family financial situation.
The Swiss are not alone. Germany, France, Austria and the Nordic countries all issue punishments based on a person's wealth. The recent fine isn't even a record in Switzerland. In 2010, a millionaire Ferrari driver got a ticket equal to about $290,000 for speeding in the eastern canton of St. Gallen.
Back then, the Swiss safety group Road Cross said rich drivers had been lightly punished until voters approved a penal law overhaul three years earlier that let judges hand down fines based on personal income and wealth for misdemeanors like speeding and drunk driving.

    
Under today's rules, an indigent person might spend a night in jail instead of a fine, while the wealthiest in the rich Alpine country could be on the hook for tens of thousands.



    
        




    




A court in the Swiss canton of Vaud recently ruled that the tycoon must pay 10,000 Swiss francs ($12,300) up front and could be forced to pay the rest -- 80,000 more -- if he's caught for a similar roadway infraction over the next three years.

    
    
    
Switzerland's "24 Heures" newspaper first reported the case and said the man, who was not identified, was a French citizen listed by Swiss economic weekly Bilan among the 300 richest people in Switzerland -- with a fortune in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
The daily reported that an automated police radar photographed the offender driving at 77 kilometers per hour (48 mph) in a 50 kph (31 mph) zone on a Lausanne street. A quick-calculating prosecutor tallied the maximum fine the driver faced under the law, the report said.

    
Vincent Derouand, a spokesperson for the Vaud public prosecutors office, said the defendant didn't contest the decision, which was handed down in June for the infraction nearly a year ago -- in August 2024.
The Vaud criminal code sets a maximum financial penalty based on the "personal and economic situation of the offender at the time of the ruling" -- notably taking into account issues like income, fortune, lifestyle and family financial needs.
The newspaper reported that he had already been caught for a similar speeding infraction eight years ago, and also paid 10,000 Swiss francs in penalty and faced another 60,000 if another infraction had taken place within the following two years.

In Switzerland, penalties for speeding can even catch up with the cops: One officer was fined for racing at nearly twice the speed limit through Geneva streets back in 2016 while chasing thieves who had blown up a bank teller machine.
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    Whale surfaces, capsizes fishing boat off New Hampshire coast




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Two occupants of a fishing vessel are safe Tuesday after a whale surfaced under their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
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                                        RYE, N.H. (AP) -- Two fishermen are safe after a whale crashed onto their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
The incident occurred Tuesday near Odiorne Point State Park in Rye. The two men, who were thrown overboard, said they had seen the whale earlier and were trying to keep their distance.
"He went under, he disappeared for a few minutes, and then the next thing we know, he just popped right up on our transom," fisherman Ryland Kenney told WMUR-TV.
The Coast Guard posted to X that they had received a mayday call stating that a 23-foot (7-meter) center console boat had turned over because of a whale breach.
"The occupants were ejected from the vessel as the boat capsized," the Coast Guard posted, adding that an urgent marine information broadcast was issued and the Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor was alerted.

    
"A good Samaritan recovered both individuals from the water. No injuries were reported," the Coast Guard posted.
The rescuers turned out to be two young brothers.
"I saw it come up, and I was just like, 'Oh, it's going to hit the boat,'" Wyatt Yager told the station. "It started to flip." His brother, Colin Yager, caught what happened on his phone.



    
        




    




The boat crew from Station Portsmouth reported that the whale appeared not to be injured. The incident was reported to the Center of Coastal Studies Marine Animal Hotline and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

    
    
    
The vessel has also been salvaged.
The whale probably did not know the boat was there, said Sara Morris of the University of New Hampshire Shoals Marine Laboratory.

"If you look at the video really carefully, you can see that the whale has its mouth open," she told the station. "It looks like it's lunge feeding and actually trying to catch fish."
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    3 elves are cycling from the German town of St. Nikolaus to Finland's Santa Claus Village




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Santa Claus hands a postal envelope to the three Post employees Simone Nehring, from left, Artur Hajduk and Ralf Schuttler in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025 as they prepare to set off on their bicycles to visit Santa Claus in Lapland in northern Finland where they want to cover almost 3,000 km to hand over the wish lists they have collected to Santa Claus. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Santa Claus hands a postal envelope to Post employee Simone Nehring in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Santa Claus hands a postal envelope to Post employee Simone Nehring in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A postal employee rides past a waving Santa Claus on his bike in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025 as three Post employees set off on their bikes to visit Santa Claus in Lapland in northern Finland where they want to cover almost 3,000 km to deliver previously collected wish lists to Santa Claus. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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                                        ST. NIKOLAUS, Germany (AP) -- Santa's elves start early in Germany.
Three postal workers set off Saturday on their nearly 3,000-kilometer (1,860-mile) bicycle journey from St. Nikolaus, Germany, to the small town of Rovaniemi, Finland, which is home to Santa Claus Village, according to German news agency dpa. 
The cyclists are traveling north to bring letters and Christmas wish lists addressed to Santa Claus from St. Nikolaus, in Germany's Saarland state, to the winter-themed amusement park perched on the edge of the Arctic Circle.
St. Nikolaus himself, with his long purple cape and a tall golden staff, was on hand Saturday to hand over the letters to the three elves. The trip will take roughly two weeks as the three cycle through Germany, Denmark and Sweden en route to Finland, dpa reported.
The group is among the Deutsche Post volunteers who answer letters from children worldwide -- more than 30,000 annually -- that are addressed to the St. Nikolaus post office, which has its own postal code. 

    
The tradition dates back to 1967, and each reply features a special stamp.

The town of St. Nikolaus is one of seven places in Germany with a Christmas-themed name, all of which receive letters addressed to Santa Claus or Saint Nick.
This year, St. Nikolaus handed over his own wish list to the cyclists, dpa reported. 
He's hoping for a reply from Santa Claus in Finland.
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    Facing stiff competition, remote workers up their game
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            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Kate Smith worked a 9-to-5 office job, she was burned-out, suffering from daily migraines and thinking, "I can't do this for the rest of my life." 
She didn't have to. For her next role, Smith landed a remote, full-time marketing job that enabled her to travel the world.
Her laptop lifestyle took her to Bali, where she lived and worked for a year-and-a-half. "Every day, I was riding my scooter through the rice fields and thinking, 'I love my life, this is amazing,'" she said. "And that feeling never fades. ... I feel so grateful for the freedom and flexibility."
While Smith, 36, has worked remotely for more than a decade, the trend of ditching traditional office spaces to work from living rooms or beachfront shacks accelerated in 2020, when the coronavirus hit and workers who could began performing their jobs from home. 

    
Many people grew accustomed to the lifestyle change once they tasted the freedom and flexibility a home office afforded. Working parents enjoyed meeting children at the school bus. Others found more time for exercise, socializing and basking in nature once their jobs did not include long commutes. 
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From coding to canonization: The extraordinary life of Carlo Acutis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How romance and a road trip led to the purchase of the world's oldest drive-in theater
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




But after the pandemic subsided, many large companies began calling employees back into the office, creating fierce competition for jobs that could be done from anywhere. Many positions advertised as remote attract hundreds, if not more than a thousand, of applications, experts said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Fully remote is very rare now in the U.S.," said Mark Ma, associate professor of business administration at the University of Pittsburgh. "It is getting much more difficult and you need to look for the smaller firms or medium-sized firms ... and those firms do not provide as competitive financial packages as the big firms, but they try to attract talent by providing more flexibility."

    
    
    
About 9% of paid U.S. job postings on social networking platform LinkedIn in July offered remote work, while those types of roles attracted 37% of applications, according to the company.
Below, employers and people who haven't returned to an office offer advice on how to land remote jobs in a competitive climate.

    
Show your autonomy
The biggest concern for an employer hiring remote workers is ensuring they will do their work, said Carla Rover, co-founder of Strategy and Content, a startup that leverages artificial intelligence. 
"I have approached people with a schedule, saying, 'This is how much I create each day. This is how much I've built in a period of time,'" said Rover, who mostly has worked remotely since 2010. Assembling a strong portfolio showcases what you can do while working outside an office, Rover advised.
"Time management and independence, being self-motivated, are really critical," said Toni Frana, career expert at FlexJobs, a platform dedicated to helping people find remote or flexible work.
If you've worked remotely before, highlight that on your resume. List communication tools you've used, such as Slack or Microsoft Teams, said Dawn Fay, operational president at staffing firm Robert Half International. "Call out that you have worked remotely, independently, for X amount of time successfully," Fay added. "You really want to stress that."

    
Stick with a role similar to your current job
After moving on from the office job that made her miserable, Smith created a side hustle coaching other professionals who longed for a nomadic lifestyle. Her coaching eventually grew into a full-time job.
When looking to transition into remote work, find a job that's similar to your current role instead of competing with better-qualified candidates for jobs that require more experience, she advised. "Get your foot in the door ... and then from there work your way to the long-term goal," Smith said. 
You can also try to convert your current job into a remote role. That's what Courtney Sandifer attempted after her husband, 60, had a heart attack and underwent cancer treatment within the same year. He retired early and they bought a small property in Mexico near the beach, hoping to reduce stress. "We just got tired of the rat race," Sandifer said. 

    
Sandifer, 44, loved her job working in video production in Houston. But she took a risk, telling her employer they were moving and she wanted to do her job remotely. The company agreed she could be a contractor but no longer a staff member. She lost her benefits, a big financial hit. 
But it was worth it to be able to edit video by a pool and to know she'll be able to visit her son in New Zealand, where he'll be attending college, without taking much time off from work, she said. "If you have kids, it's so much easier to be who you want to be with a remote job," Sandifer said. "That's what came into focus for me: How will my family be the happiest and healthiest in the long term? It may not be the most lucrative, but you have to consider your own mental health."

    
Where remote jobs are growing
Where you live matters. Europe and Australia have more remote jobs than the U.S., Ma said. Lawmakers in Victoria, Australia, have said they plan to introduce legislation that would give workers the legal right to work from home two days a week. 
Dozens of countries, including Thailand, Italy and Brazil, offer "digital nomad visas" which allow foreigners with remote jobs to stay and work for an extended period of time.
Different industries and occupations are more conducive to the remote work scene. In the U.S., education, administrative and social media positions are the fastest-growing full-time remote jobs, while nursing, telehealth and licensed therapists are among the top titles for part-time remote work, according to Frana at FlexJobs.
Smith said she sees opportunities to find remote jobs in marketing, product management, sales, human resources, talent acquisition, software development, engineering, customer support, data analysis and financial services.
Read the fine print
PJ Hruschak, 54, has been looking for remote work in web design, writing or editing since he was downsized from a full-time job two years ago. He lives outside Cincinnati, Ohio, and wants to avoid commuting and be able to work from home when his 9-year-old daughter is sick.
But often when he finds jobs advertised as remote, he reads further into the description to learn the employer wants candidates to live in a particular city or be available to work in the office several days per week. "It's definitely frustrating," Hruschak said. "It almost feels like it's a waste of time."
Search aggressively 
For Francesca Conti, an investor who works in venture capital, working remotely from London for a Swiss company has allowed her to travel internationally and visit extended family in the U.S. 
"The opportunities are out there, but they're very few and far between," she said. 
Conti recommends attending industry or alumni events to meet contacts that can help in the search. 
"Even though you want a remote opportunity, those relationships need to be made in person. They can't be made remotely," Conti said. "Remote opportunities are very unique in nature, so just be even more aggressive in the search and understand that it might take a little bit more time, but my experience has been highly worth it."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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    Do weighted vests really help you get in shape faster?




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Weighted vests are increasingly showing up in fitness classes and on jogging tracks. While there's a lack of robust research on their benefits and hype, experts say a vest can introduce some resistance style training for people. (AP Video: Shelby Lum)
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                                        In the fitness class Jessie Syfko created for a nationwide gym chain, exercisers wear weighted vests that add a challenge to their workouts. 
"People start to realize how good it feels to work just a little bit harder and a little bit smarter" without actually changing what they're doing, said Syfko, senior vice president for Life Time gyms.
Weighted vests are increasingly showing up in fitness classes and on jogging tracks, touted by social media influencers as a way to keep bones healthy, improve performance and even accelerate weight loss. They are exactly what they sound like - vests that add resistance to the torso through pockets with removable weights.

    
But there's a lack of robust research on their benefits, experts say, so it's unclear how much of the hype is justified. And some people, such as seniors or those who are pregnant, should be cautious about using them.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS YEAR TO 2025, NOT 2024 - Jannelliz Barragan, center, wears a weighted vest during an MB360 workout class at the Life Time health club in New York on Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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Here are the potential benefits of weighted vests
When you think about how exercise works, the idea that a weighted vest will help you meet fitness goals like weight loss, muscle growth or preventing bone loss might make sense on the surface. Adding weight to the vest adds resistance to your everyday activities without changing up your patterns.
The vests may, in fact, offer benefits for healthy adults, experts say - although no one should expect transformative or instant results. Jeff Monaco, a certified strength coach who teaches medical fitness at the University of Texas at Austin, said while you may not lose a lot more calories during a weighted vest exercise, resistance from the vest may result in better sports performance over time.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"There are a lot of studies looking at (the weighted vest) from a speed perspective in different athletics, like soccer, with changing direction, agility and speed and so forth," he said.

    
    
    
You'll start to see those benefits by adding about 10% of your body weight to the vest, he said. If you weigh 150 pounds, for example, that would mean adding a total of 15 pounds to the vest.

    
But the research outside of sports isn't as clear.

    
One 2020 study from Wake Forest University School of Medicine in North Carolina found that adults between 60 and 85 years old who wore weighted vests at times during the day when they were most active lost about the same amount of weight as those who didn't wear them. They also lost the same amount of bone density, which happens as we age but can be slowed by building muscle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS YEAR TO 2025, NOT 2024 - Nora Capocci wears a weighted vest during an MB360 workout class at the Life Time health club in New York on Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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Here's how to use weighted vests safely 
Experts urge people to use weighted vests safely. 
It's best to start out by adding between five to 10 percent of your body weight. Wearing a vest that's too heavy can put unnecessary strain on your joints, back and hips. That extra load can throw off your posture, lead to poor form or even result in stress fractures over time.
Some people should consult with a doctor before they throw on a vest, said Dr. Elizabeth Gardner, a team physician for athletes at Yale University. They include people who are pregnant, suffer from heart and breathing conditions or have back or neck injuries.
You'll have to use the muscles in your abdomen to use a weighted vest effectively, Gardner said, and this can be tougher for those already managing back pain. 
Before starting to use a vest, Monaco said it's always helpful to get guidance from someone who has experience with them, "just to make sure that your movements are good, your form is good, that you have enough muscular upper body, muscular strength and endurance to support that during your movements."
But as long as you use it correctly, he said, a weighted vest can be "a good tool to have in your toolbox." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Working Well: The simple act of taking deep breaths can reduce stress and anxiety
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A simple, uncommon ritual starts each staff meeting at Myosin Marketing. When everyone is gathered on Zoom, and before they get to the meat of the agenda, CEO Sean Clayton leads his team through a deep-breathing exercise. 
The practice sets the tone for the meeting, and helps his employees, most of whom work remotely, to feel safe, grounded and willing to take creative risks, he said. 
"At first they thought it was really weird, like, 'What are we doing?'" Clayton said. "There were a lot of cameras off and I'm sure a lot of people were like, 'This is awkward.'" But after a couple of weeks, there was a shift. Employees of the Austin, Texas company were saying, 'This feels good,'" he said.
Deep breathing can be an effective way to reduce stress at work, studies show. But on the job, many people don't think about how they're inhaling and exhaling.

    
Desk workers sitting a computer tend to take shallow breaths as their shoulders creep up. Workers who spend the day on their feet in retail or health care may be too busy to focus on breathing. 
But there's good reason to remember to pause to take deep breaths. Chronic, unmanaged stress, which increases the risk of heart disease and stroke, can be as harmful to our health as secondhand smoke, according to the American Heart Association. Research suggests deep-breathing exercises can lower a person's blood pressure and reduce anxiety. 
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
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                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Other benefits: deep breathing is free, can be done anywhere and doesn't require taking a half-hour to meditate. Spending just a minute or two breathing deeply can help calm racing thoughts, experts say.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It relaxes my mind. It makes my mind so full of ease," Lisa Marie Deleveaux, a marketing professional and mother of five, said. "It brings you back to the present moment."

    
    
    
Deleveaux was laid off several months ago and has struggled to find a new job. She wakes most mornings at 4 or 5 a.m., before the children, to do breathing exercises. One is a technique known as alternate nostril breathing, a yoga exercise that involves inhaling through one nostril and out through another, using a thumb or forefinger to hold one nostril closed at a time.

    
"If you set a priority for yourself ... you can make the time," Deleveaux said. 
Focusing on breathing for one to five minutes "can help you clear the slate and wipe all these things out of your mind...and allow you to get back to focusing on the one thing you want to accomplish," said cardiologist Glenn Levine, a professor at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. "The best analogy is turning your computer off when you have 37 programs (open) and it freezes."
A good way to do deep breathing exercises is while sitting on a bench outside, Levine said. If that's not an option, doing it at a desk works.
"Either turn off your screen or just put something blank on the screen so people think you're still working," Levine said. "Instead of focusing on the screen or work, just focus on your breathing. If possible, close your eyes." 
There are other ways to fit in breathing exercises. To get ahead of anxiety before starting a day of cold calls, sales development representative Lindsay Carlisle does breathing exercises with her 7-year-old daughter during the drive to school. They breathe in for seven counts, hold their breath for five, breathe out for seven counts, and then repeat the cycle several times.

    
"Throughout that process, my shoulders start to drop on their own, and it really is calming," Carlisle, who lives in Flint, Michigan, said. "I'm not a yoga instructor. I don't know what I'm doing, but it works." 
Suze Yalof Schwartz was an overworked fashion editor when her mother-in-law taught her a three-minute meditation technique that she says changed her life. She gave up her fashion career and founded Unplug Meditation, a Santa Monica, California, company with a meditation studio, an app and programs for corporate clients. 
"When we slow down our breath, we send a signal to our brain that everything's OK, even when it's not," she said.

    
A 16-second breathing technique she's taught to firefighters, police officers, doctors and others is called the box breathing technique. You breathe in for four counts, hold for four, breathe out for four counts and hold for four. 
"It is the best thing that you can do at work before you have a meeting, before you send out an email that you wish you didn't send, before you have a difficult conversation, because it just calms you down, gets rid of your negative energy," Yalof Schwartz said.
Employers such as Coca-Cola, Mattel and Netflix have hired Unplug Meditation to teach breathing or meditation. 
It's not always easy for workers to find space for deep breathing exercises. For example, in retail jobs, workers often mix with customers. Yalof Schwartz recommends doing breathing exercises when ringing up a sale or folding clothes. You can also take a deep breath right before walking through a door.

    
Office workers can set a timer on their phones to remind themselves to breathe deeply. That's what Carlisle, the sales representative, does. She also keeps a Post-it note on her monitor that says "Breathe." 
"The anxiety is always going to be there," Carlisle said. "But at least I know I have one small tool. ... It sounds so simple and silly, but it works."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's health and wellness coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Do you eat a meal in 20 minutes or less? It might be time to slow down




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Salmon poached in green salsa and topped with baked chips are displayed for a photo in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Matthew Mead, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- You can have your cake and eat it too -- just do it slowly. 
Experts tend to focus on the kinds of foods you can eat to improve your health. But the speed at which you devour your dinner matters just as much. There are risks with eating too fast -- think stuck food and the potential to overeat before your brain tells you to stop. (Inhaling your food also risks annoying your slower-paced dining companions or the person who took the time to cook your meal.)
Here are some tips from scientists on how to slow down and take a more mindful approach to consuming your diet.
How fast is too fast?
If you're the kind of person who can regularly polish off breakfast, lunch or dinner in less than 20-30 minutes, you are eating too fast.
"It takes about 20 minutes for the stomach to communicate to the brain via a whole host of hormonal signals that it's full," said Leslie Heinberg, at the Center for Behavioral Health at the Cleveland Clinic. "So when people eat rapidly, they can miss these signals and it's very easy to eat beyond the point of fullness."

    
Why is that a problem?
People who eat quickly are likely to swallow more air, Heinberg said, which could lead to bloating or indigestion. Not chewing your food properly can also compromise digestion, meaning you won't get all of the nutrients from your food. Unchewed pieces of food also could get stuck in your esophagus.
Some previous studies have suggested that people who eat quickly have the highest risk of obesity, while the slowest eaters were the least likely to be obese. 

    
    
    
How can you slow down when eating?
For starters, turn off the TV and put down your phone. 
"If you're eating while you watch TV, people tend to eat until there's a commercial or the show is over," Heinberg said, adding that people are less inclined to pay attention to the body's own signals that it's full. "When we do things while we're eating, we're eating less mindfully. And that often causes us to eat more." 

    
She said that when people focus exclusively on eating, they tend to enjoy the meal more and eat less.
Heinberg also acknowledged the pace at which you eat is often an ingrained habit, but said change is still possible. She suggested things like using your non-dominant hand to eat, trying utensils you might not ordinarily use like chopsticks or taking a deliberate break to drink water when your plate is partially empty.
If you have a busy life, it might be unavoidable to eat lunch at a work meeting or snack while running errands. But Sarah Berry, chief scientist at the British nutritional company ZOE, said when possible, "be mindful of what the food tastes and feels like." 
"If we're not fully present, it's very easy to eat more quickly and not notice how much we've consumed," Berry said.

    
Chew your food, just like mom told you to
One of the simplest things to do is to increase the number of bites you take, said Helen McCarthy, a clinical psychologist with the British Psychological Society. 
"If you chew each mouthful a little bit longer, that will slow down your eating," she said. 
The kind of food you eat may also make a difference, pointing out that it's much easier to eat ultraprocessed or fast foods quicker, because they typically have a softer texture.
"It's hard to eat vegetables and protein at the same rate as something that's highly processed and requires less chewing," McCarthy said.
Some of her patients also reported an unintentional side effect once they began eating more slowly, referencing one woman who often ate a tube of potato chips every evening. When McCarthy told her to slow down and eat every single chip individually, her patient told her "it was like having a mouthful of claggy chemicals." 
"She didn't find (the chips) enjoyable anymore," McCarthy said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eating-fast-tips-to-slow-down-4ba7e9760ac5903fe29dc38a4205d701



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Health

    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From coding to canonization: The extraordinary life of Carlo Acutis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How romance and a road trip led to the purchase of the world's oldest drive-in theater
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    
    
Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.

    
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.

    
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."

    
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.

    
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fear-of-flying-8e348402efc654a7248fb9fe4e5df852
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    A new cookbook ties healthy eating to good sleep




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This cover image released by Simon Element shows "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (Simon Element via AP)]
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            This cover image released by Simon Element shows "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (Simon Element via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This cover image released by Simon Element shows "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (Simon Element via AP)]
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            This cover image released by Simon Element shows "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (Simon Element via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Simon Element shows a recipe for green spring gumbo with chicken andouille, from the cookbook "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (David Malosh/Simon Element via AP)]
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            This image released by Simon Element shows a recipe for green spring gumbo with chicken andouille, from the cookbook "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (David Malosh/Simon Element via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Anyone who has ever suffered in bed after eating three slices of pizza could surmise there is some relationship between food and sleep quality.
For Marie-Pierre St-Onge, the director of Columbia University's Center of Excellence for Sleep and Circadian Research, years of studying the relationship confirmed it.
Data from large-scale population studies showed that eating a lot of saturated fat and simple carbohydrates made it harder to get deep, restorative sleep, she said. The inverse was also true. People who don't get enough sleep, for example, were more likely to be obese.
"It's a cycle of having poor sleep leading to poor dietary choices, and lower dietary quality that further propels poor sleep," St-Onge said.
If bad food could keep you awake, she wondered, can good food help you sleep? Her research led to a new cookbook, "Eat Better, Sleep Better," co-written with Kat Craddock, editor-in-chief of the food magazine Saveur.

    
St-Onge said the answer is yes. The book's recipes reflect her findings that people with high-fiber diets report better sleep, and the dishes rely heavily on what she called sleep-supporting ingredients.
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Nuts, seeds and whole grains such as barley, buckwheat and kasha contain melatonin, a compound the body also produces naturally to regulate the circadian rhythm. Research suggests the anti-inflammatory properties of ginger and turmeric improve sleep quality, as do the phytochemicals in brightly colored fruits and vegetables like squash, cherries, bananas and beefsteak tomatoes, St-Onge said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Besides the properties of particular ingredients, the combination of certain foods is key to encouraging your body to produce the hormones it needs to fall and stay sleep, she said. Tryptophan, for example, is an essential amino acid only found in food, but it requires nutrients such as magnesium, zinc and B vitamins to be converted into melatonin and serotonin.

    
    
    
St-Onge noted that people shouldn't expect to fall dead asleep after loading up on certain ingredients at dinner. Food has to be processed, with chemical reactions transforming nutrients over time before they are absorbed.

    
"It's making sure you have a healthy diet across the day to have the nutrients at the ready," she said.
Recipes were developed for every meal of the day, plus snacks and desserts, the authors said. The two then arranged them into a 28-day meal plan designed to improve your sleep.

    
Craddock said developing the recipes came naturally because the research stressed using a variety of foods she likes to cook with anyway. The challenge was making sure the recipes fell within the nutritional requirements.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Simon Element shows a recipe for green spring gumbo with chicken andouille, from the cookbook "Eat Better, Sleep Better: 75 Recipes and A 28-Day Meal Plan That Unlock the Food-Sleep Connection" by Dr Marie-Pierre St-Onge and Kat Craddock. (David Malosh/Simon Element via AP)]
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"My instincts are to go hard on bacon and butter and cheese and heavy cream, and she pared a lot of that back," Craddock said.
Instead of bacon, Craddock said, she could achieve similar flavors with a little olive oil and smoked paprika. "It was a bit of a dance back and forth between my more restaurant approach to making foods delicious and her nutritional goals."
A Creole gumbo recipe, for instance, is inspired more by a vegetarian version often served during Lent than the heavier traditional one. The andouille often used -- a pork product high in saturated fat -- is swapped out for healthier chicken sausage. Adding more than a pound of mixed greens makes it more like a vegetable stew, and brown rice adds a complex carbohydrate.
With numerous charts and scientific research, the book is a practical guide to improving your diet in general. But Craddock said it also introduces people to international ingredients and dishes so they might think beyond what they eat every day.

"If you dig a little deeper and look a little further, there are healthful and flavorful and exciting ingredients from many cultures that are right in our own backyard," she said.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 30 | 
            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            24 of 30 | 
            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-mariupol-descends-into-despair-708cb8f4a171ce3f1c1b0b8d090e38e3
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 

    
    
    
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 
"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.


    
Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    




         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    




            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    




         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
        
    
        


        


    




 


    

    
    
    


    
    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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                    Climate

    Peru rejects creation of Amazon reserve to protect uncontacted tribes, drawing Indigenous outcry




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this undated photo provided by the Organization of Indigenous Peoples of the Eastern Amazon, a home belonging to an uncontacted Indigenous group is visible in the Loreto region of the Peruvian Amazon. (ORPIO via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this undated photo provided by the Organization of Indigenous Peoples of the Eastern Amazon, a home belonging to an uncontacted Indigenous group is visible in the Loreto region of the Peruvian Amazon. (ORPIO via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            STEVEN GRATTAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- Peru's Congress rejected Friday a proposal to create a long-delayed Amazon reserve meant to protect uncontacted Indigenous tribes living in voluntary isolation along the border with Brazil. 
Advocates for the reserve say the decision leaves the remote forest vulnerable to logging, mining and other incursions, and deals a setback to a plan that has languished for more than two decades despite legal obligations to establish it. 
Francisco Hernandez Cayetano, president of the Federation of Ticuna and Yagua Communities of the Lower Amazon, said the commission's rejection "shows its anti-Indigenous face in the 21st century" and signals it does not care about "the environment, the water, the culture and everything as a whole." 
He told The Associated Press that without Indigenous peoples, the Amazon and its tributaries "would already have been wiped out" and called the decision "a very hard blow from our own state, which should instead protect us." He said his group plans to conduct additional studies and take further action before resubmitting the proposal to the Ministry of Culture, adding that the years of delay have only served to "promote more bills against Indigenous peoples to strip them of their territory."

    
The 1.17 million-hectare (2.9 million-acre) Yavari Mirim Indigenous Reserve -- roughly the size of Jamaica -- would have protected five uncontacted tribes from outside encroachment for the first time. The Matses, Matis, Korubo, Kulina-Pano and Flecheiro, also known as Tavakina, live in voluntary isolation with no sustained contact with the outside world, leaving them highly vulnerable to disease and exploitation. 



    
        




    




Indigenous communities across Peru's Amazon face mounting threats from illegal logging, mining, oil and gas drilling, and drug trafficking.

    
    
    
The proposal faced pushback from logging concession holders and regional business groups in Loreto, Peru's largest region, located in the country's far northeast where the reserve would be located. Some lawmakers also objected, arguing that creating the reserve would block economic development and restrict access to valuable natural resources. Supporters of these industries questioned whether there was sufficient evidence of uncontacted peoples in the area, saying the territory had been tied up for nearly two decades without final approval.

    
The Ministry of Culture, tasked with protecting Indigenous communities, did not immediately reply to a request for comment. 
"Today's decision is devastating for the future of Indigenous people facing grave threats not only to their health and well-being but their very survival," said John Walsh, director for drug policy and the Andes at WOLA, a U.S.-based human rights group. "Despite its clear legal obligations, Peru's government seems content to open the door to extractive industries to carve up the land and cast aside the rights of those who live there." 
The rejection comes during a congressional push to amend Peru's Indigenous Peoples in Isolation law to mandate regular reviews of reserves and give lawmakers greater power to alter or scrap them. Supporters say proposals like Yavari Mirim have languished for nearly 20 years due to what they call insufficient evidence of uncontacted peoples. Indigenous groups warn the changes would erode the law and undo hard-won safeguards.

    
"Despite overwhelming evidence of uncontacted Indigenous peoples in the area, the vote was eight against and five in favor," said Julio Cusurichi, who heads the program for Indigenous Peoples in Isolation and Initial Contact at AIDESEP, a national federation representing Indigenous communities in the Peruvian Amazon. "This puts the lives of these peoples in danger and shows that the government obeys extractive interests, not the rights of highly vulnerable Indigenous brothers and sisters."
Cusurichi called the decision "a concrete violation of the rights of these peoples."
"No economic activity in the world should be placed above the rights to life and territory of these peoples," he said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Climate

    Scientists tap 'secret' fresh water under the ocean, raising hopes for a thirsty world




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Scientists searching for fresh water have tapped massive reservoirs hiding in the last place on Earth people look for drinking water - under the sea off Cape Cod. (AP Video shot and produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            CALVIN WOODWARD, CAROLYN KASTER and RODRIQUE NGOWI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ABOARD LIFTBOAT ROBERT, North Atlantic (AP) -- Deep in Earth's past, an icy landscape became a seascape as the ice melted and the oceans rose off what is now the northeastern United States. Nearly 50 years ago, a U.S. government ship searching for minerals and hydrocarbons in the area drilled into the seafloor to see what it could find.
It found, of all things, drops to drink under the briny deeps -- fresh water.

    
This summer, a first-of-its-kind global research expedition followed up on that surprise. Drilling for fresh water under the salt water off Cape Cod, Expedition 501 extracted thousands of samples from what is now thought to be a massive, hidden aquifer stretching from New Jersey as far north as Maine.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sun sets behind the Liftboat Robert platform, home of Expedition 501, a global research expedition drilling for fresh water, in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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It's just one of many depositories of "secret fresh water" known to exist in shallow salt waters around the world that might some day be tapped to slake the planet's intensifying thirst, said Brandon Dugan, the expedition's co-chief scientist.
"We need to look for every possibility we have to find more water for society," Dugan, a geophysicist and hydrologist at the Colorado School of Mines, told Associated Press journalists who recently spent 12 hours on the drilling platform. The research teams looked in "one of the last places you would probably look for fresh water on Earth." 
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[image: Expedition 501 member Verena Heuer looks out from the bridge of the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, as it travels along Sakonnet River near Portsmouth, R.I., during the eight-hour trip to the Liftboat Robert platform in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Takeaways from a hunt for 'secret' fresh water under the North Atlantic seabed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
They found it, and will be analyzing nearly 50,000 liters (13,209 gallons) of it back in their labs around the world in the coming months. They're out to solve the mystery of its origins -- whether the water is from glaciers, connected groundwater systems on land or some combination.

    
The potential is enormous. So are the hurdles of getting the water out and puzzling over who owns it, who uses it and how to extract it without undue harm to nature. It's bound to take years to bring that water ashore for public use in a big way, if it's even feasible.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 researchers, including Brandon Dugan, Expedition 501 co-chief scientist, carry cores to a cold storage container aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 researchers, including Brandon Dugan, Expedition 501 co-chief scientist, carry cores to a cold storage container aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

The Ancient Mariner told us so

Why try? In just five years, the U.N. says, the global demand for fresh water will exceed supplies by 40%. Rising sea levels from the warming climate are souring coastal freshwater sources while data centers that power AI and cloud computing are consuming water at an insatiable rate.
The fabled Ancient Mariner's lament, "Water, water, every where, nor any drop to drink," looms as a warning to landlubbers as well as to sailors on salty seas.

    
In Virginia alone, a quarter of all power produced in the state goes to data centers, a share expected to nearly double in five years. By some estimates, each midsize data center consumes as much water as 1,000 households. Each of the Great Lakes states has experienced groundwater shortages.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residual water gushes from the Expedition 501 wireline core drilling rig during an operation aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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Cape Town, South Africa, came perilously close to running out of fresh water for its nearly 5 million people in 2018 during an epic, three-year drought. South Africa is thought to have a coastal undersea freshwater bonanza, too, and there is at least anecdotal evidence that every continent may have the same.
Canada's Prince Edward Island, Hawaii and Jakarta, Indonesia, are among places where stressed freshwater supplies coexist with prospective aquifers under the ocean.
Enter Expedition 501, a $25 million scientific collaboration of more than a dozen countries backed by the U.S. government's National Science Foundation and the European Consortium for Ocean Research Drilling (U.S. money for it was secured before budget cuts sought by the Trump administration).
Scientists went into the project believing the undersea aquifer they were sampling might be sufficient to meet the needs of a metropolis the size of New York City for 800 years. They found fresh or nearly fresh water at both higher and lower depths below the seafloor than they anticipated, suggesting a larger supply even than that.
Drill, baby, drill. For water

Their work at sea unfolded over three months from Liftboat Robert, an oceangoing vessel that, once on site, lowers three enormous pillars to the seafloor and squats above the waves. Normally it services offshore petroleum sites and wind farms. This drill-baby-drill mission was different.
"It's known that this phenomena exists both here and elsewhere around the world," Expedition 501 project manager Jez Everest, a scientist who came from the British Geological Survey in Edinburgh, Scotland, said of undersea water. "But it's a subject that's never been directly investigated by any research project in the past."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 members look down from the Liftboat Robert platform, to the approaching Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 members look down from the Liftboat Robert platform, to the approaching Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supply container is lifted from the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, to the Liftboat Robert platform during an Expedition 501 crew and supply transfer in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Expedition 501 members in a Billy Pugh basket are lowered from the Liftboat Robert platform to the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 members in a Billy Pugh basket are lowered from the Liftboat Robert platform to the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
By that, he means no one globally had drilled systematically into the seabed on a mission to find freshwater. Expedition 501 was quite literally groundbreaking -- it penetrated Earth below the sea by as many as 1,289 feet or nearly 400 meters.

    
But it followed a 2015 research project that mapped contours of an aquifer remotely, using electromagnetic technology, and roughly estimated salinity of the water underneath.
That mission, by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia University, reported evidence of a "massive offshore aquifer system" in this area, possibly rivalling the size of America's largest -- the Ogallala aquifer, which supplies water to parts of eight Great Plains states.
Two developments in 1976 had stirred interest in searching for undersea freshwater.

    
    
    
In the middle of Nantucket island, the U.S. Geological Survey drilled a test well to see how far down the groundwater went. It extracted fresh water from such great depths that it made scientists wonder if the water came from the sea, not the sky.
The same year, that federal agency mounted a 60-day expedition aboard the drilling vessel Glomar Conception along a vast stretch of the Continental Shelf from Georgia to Georges Bank off New England. It drilled cores in search of the sub-seabed's resources, like methane. 

    
It found an eye-opening amount of fresh or freshened water in borehole after borehole.
That set the stage for the water-seekers to do their work a half-century later.
A eureka moment comes early

Soon after Robert arrived at the first of three drilling sites May 19, samples drawn from below the seabed registered salinity of just 4 parts per thousand. That's far below the oceans' average salt content of 35 parts per thousand but still too briny to meet the U.S. freshwater standard of under 1 part per thousand. 
"Four parts per thousand was a eureka moment," Dugan said, because the finding suggested that the water must have been connected to a terrestrial system in the past, or still is.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 researcher Alize Longeau collects water samples from cores aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, in the early morning hours, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 researcher Alize Longeau collects water samples from cores aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, in the early morning hours, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
As the weeks wore on and Robert moved from site to site 20 to 30 miles (30 to 50 kilometers) off the coast, the process of drilling into the waterlogged subsea sediment yielded a collection of samples down to 1 part per thousand salt content. Some were even lower.
Bingo. That's what you find in many bodies of fresh water on land. That's water you can drink, in theory. No one did.
Don't drink the water yet

In months of analysis ahead, the scientists will investigate a range of properties of the water, including what microbes were living in the depths, what they used for nutrients and energy sources and what byproducts they might generate; in other words, whether the water is safe to consume or otherwise use.
"This is a new environment that has never been studied before," said Jocelyne DiRuggiero, a Johns Hopkins University biologist in Baltimore who studies the microbial ecology of extreme environments and is not involved in the expedition. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 drilling team members, from left, Nick Boehne, Chris Redding and Lalo Aguilar work to remove a core sample from an inner tube during a wireline core drilling operation aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 drilling team members, from left, Nick Boehne, Chris Redding and Lalo Aguilar work to remove a core sample from an inner tube during a wireline core drilling operation aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Drilling team member Lalo Aguilar works on inner tubes during an Expedition 501 wireline core drilling operation aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Drilling team member Lalo Aguilar works on inner tubes during an Expedition 501 wireline core drilling operation aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Patrizia Geprags, Expedition 501 researcher, cuts a whole round sample that will be squeezed in the curation container aboard the Liftboat Robert platform in the North Atlantic, in the early morning hours of Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Patrizia Geprags, Expedition 501 researcher, cuts a whole round sample that will be squeezed in the curation container aboard the Liftboat Robert platform in the North Atlantic, in the early morning hours of Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
"The water may contain minerals detrimental to human health since it percolated through layers of sediments," she said. "However, a similar process forms the terrestrial aquifers that we use for freshwater, and those typically have very high quality."
By sequencing DNA extracted from their samples, she said, the researchers can determine which microorganisms are there and "learn how they potentially make a living."
Determining the water's age is key 

Techniques will also be used to determine whether it came from glacial ice melt thousands of years ago or is still coming via labyrinthian geologic formations from land.
Researchers will date the water back in the lab, and that will be key in determining whether it is a renewable resource that could be used responsibly. Primordial water is trapped and finite; newer water suggests the aquifer is still connected to a terrestrial source and being refreshed, however slowly.
"Younger means it was a raindrop 100 years ago, 200 years ago," Dugan said. "If young, it's recharging."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 researchers Xinxu Zhang, of Shenzhen University China, works in a container to ensure a sterile environment aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 researchers Xinxu Zhang, of Shenzhen University China, works in a container to ensure a sterile environment aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Those questions are for basic science. For society, all sorts of complex questions arise if the basic science affirms the conditions necessary for exploiting the water. Who will manage it? Can it be taken without an unacceptable risk of contaminating the supply from the ocean above? Will it be cheaper or environmentally friendlier than today's energy-hungry desalination plants?
Dugan said if governments decide to get the water, local communities could turn to the aquifers in time of need, such as drought, or when extreme storms flood coastal freshwater reserves and ruin them. The notion of actually using this old buried water is so new that it has not been on the radar of many policymakers or conservationists.
"It's a lesson in how long it can take sometimes to make these things happen and the perseverance that's needed to get there," said Woods Hole geophysicist Rob Evans, whose 2015 expedition helped point the way for 501. "There's a ton of excitement that finally they've got samples."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 researchers Xinxu Zhang, of Shenzhen University China, right, and Antonio Ferreira, an environmental geochemist with the British Geological Survey, work aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



        

        
        
            
                    Expedition 501 researchers Xinxu Zhang, of Shenzhen University China, right, and Antonio Ferreira, an environmental geochemist with the British Geological Survey, work aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Grease-covered Expedition 501 drilling team member Chris Redding works on the wireline core drilling rig aboard the Liftboat Robert platform, in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Expedition 501 researcher Jack Brickell prepares a sample vial for analysis aboard the Liftboat Robert platform in the North Atlantic, Sunday, July 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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Still, he sees some red flags. One is that tapping undersea aquifers could draw water away from onshore reserves. Another is that undersea groundwater that seeps out to the seafloor may supply nutrients vital to the ecosystem, and that could be upset.
"If we were to go out and start pumping these waters, there would almost certainly be unforeseen consequences," he said. "There's a lot of balance we would need to consider before we started diving in and drilling and exploiting these kinds of things."
They're a long way from home

For most in the project, getting to and from Liftboat Robert meant a voyage of seven hours or more from Fall River, Massachusetts, on a supply boat that made round trips every 10 days or so to replenish stocks and rotate people.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An American flag is reflected in the windows of the bridge as mate Peter Emery pilots the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, along the Sakonnet River near Portsmouth, R.I., during the eight-hour trip to the Liftboat Robert platform and Expedition 501 in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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On the platform, around the clock, the racket of metal bore pipes and machinery, the drilling grime and the speckled mud mingled with the quieter, cleaner work of scientists in trailers converted to pristine labs and processing posts.
There, samples were treated according to the varying needs of the expedition's geologists, geochemists, hydrologists, microbiologists, sedimentologists and more.
Passing through clear plastic tubes, muck was sliced into disks like hockey pucks. Machines squeezed water out. Some samples were kept sealed to enable study of ancient gases dissolved in the water. Other samples were frozen, filtered or left as is, depending on the purpose. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Expedition 501 members sleep on the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, after leaving port in Fall River, Mass., during the eight-hour trip to the Liftboat Robert platform in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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After six months of lab analysis, all the science teams of Expedition 501 will meet again -- this time in Germany for a month of collaborative research that is expected to produce initial findings that point to the age and origin of the water.
On July 31, Liftboat Robert cranked up its legs from this place of hidden water to end a mission that lent credence to another passage from "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," Samuel Taylor Coleridge's classic poem about life, death and mysteries at sea. 
In a prelude to the poem, in some editions, Coleridge wrote: "I readily believe that there are more invisible than visible Natures in the universe."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The bow of the Gaspee, a crew transport vessel, is seen as it approaches the Liftboat Robert platform and Expedition 501 in the North Atlantic, Saturday, July 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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___
Woodward reported from Seekonk, Massachusetts.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    This hidden electricity drain can have a massive impact




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Leaving devices plugged in wastes electricity through phantom energy, the power consumed even when appliances are off. This hidden drain increases household costs and contributes to emissions. Small consistent changes at home can make a significant impact. (AP Video: Aya Diab)
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                                        The lights are off, the house is quiet and nothing seems to be running. But electricity is silently flowing through the plugs in your home. This hidden drain is known as phantom energy.
Also called vampire energy, the wasted electricity comes from leaving devices plugged in when they're not in use. That could range from household items such as phone chargers and microwaves to TVs and gaming consoles.
This wasted electricity accounts for about 5% to 10% of home energy use, depending on factors like the age of the equipment, according to Alexis Abramson, dean of the Columbia Climate School.
"Phantom energy depends on ... what kind of systems you have and how much they've improved over time," said Abramson.
For example, televisions that are connected to the internet and have smart wake features that allow them to interact with phones and other devices can consume up to 40 watts of energy during the hours of the day that the TV would normally be off, according to Matt Malinowski, director of the buildings program at the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy. That's almost 40 times as much as a regular television. 

    
"The good news is there have been new, renewed efforts to tackle this," said Malinowski. 
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[image: Kumari, Nepal's living goddess, is carried high beside the chariot which she will ride, pulled by devotees, around the center of the capital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                See Nepal's living goddess leave her palace to bless throngs of worshipers
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV waves to faithful holding a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, as he arrives in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican for an open-air jubiliar audience Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                From coding to canonization: The extraordinary life of Carlo Acutis
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The sunsets on the Shankweiler Drive-In as previews run before the feature film "Jaws" in Orefield, Pa., Friday, Aug. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How romance and a road trip led to the purchase of the world's oldest drive-in theater
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




He said advocates and manufacturers have come up with a voluntary agreement seeking to reduce the amount of energy smart televisions use when they're in standby mode. 

    
    
    
Phantom energy contributes to climate change because power drawn by unused devices can increase demand for electricity from sources that release planet-warming emissions. Aidan Charron, associate director of Global Earth Day, said that while the amount may seem small when a person looks at their individual utility bill, the environmental toll of phantom energy is significant when multiplied over homes across the country.

    
"Just take a little step of unplugging the things that you're not using," said Charron. "It will save you money and it'll save emissions in the long run."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Electronics are plugged in at a home Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2025, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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What you can do
Some of the main culprits when it comes to draining energy are appliances that are constantly connected to electricity, such as those with a clock. 
"Do you really need your microwave to tell you the time, or can you unplug your microwave when you're not using it?" said Charron.
While unplugging devices may seem burdensome, it significantly contributes to reducing emissions.
Charron recommends starting with small steps like unplugging chargers for phones and other devices once the battery is fully charged. The next step is moving to other appliances such as unplugging an unused lamp.
If unplugging sounds too hard, regularly checking your settings and disabling any extra feature you're not using that could be draining energy help, too. For example, smart televisions often have optional features that can be turned off so the television isn't listening for signals from other devices while in standby mode.
"If you're not using it, then you're getting no benefit, yet you're paying the price and increased the energy use," said Malinowski.

    
How individual actions can make a difference 
Individuals also tend to take more sustainable actions, such as unplugging devices, once they learn what they can do to decrease their household emissions efficiently. Those actions could contribute to reducing U.S. emissions by about 20% per year, which equals about 450 tons (408 metric tons) of carbon dioxide, according to Jonathan Gilligan, a professor of earth and environmental science at Vanderbilt University.
The choices individuals take in their daily lives all add up, Gilligan said, mainly because of how much the U.S. population contributes to direct greenhouse gas emissions.
"The question becomes, what can we do to try to address this?" said Gilligan. "Phantom power is one part of this."
The more individuals decrease their footprint, the more likely it is that others will follow, too, and eventually, those actions may turn to societal norms, according to Gilligan, because individuals don't want to feel like they're being irresponsible.
"This is a place where psychologists find that this effect is real. If people see that other people are doing actions to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, they want to do that" said Giligan.

    
When it comes to daily choices, individuals may think what they're doing isn't really making a big difference. But what they tend to overlook is how they influence others around them by choosing to live a more sustainable life.
The impact may be much stronger than a lot of people realize, Gilligan said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    What polls show about Americans' views on childhood vaccine mandates
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            Florida plans to become the first state to eliminate vaccine mandates, a longtime cornerstone of public health policy for keeping schoolchildren and adults safe from infectious diseases.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Governor Ron DeSantis speaks during a news conference at Palm Beach State College in Lake Worth, Fla., on Wednesday, Aug. 20, 2025. (Amy Beth Bennett/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP)]
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[image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Florida Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo gestures as speaks to supporters and members of the media before a bill signing by Gov. Ron DeSantis, Nov. 18, 2021, in Brandon, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Most Americans say kids should be vaccinated to attend school. But as Florida plans to become the first state to eliminate childhood vaccine mandates, U.S. adults are also less likely to think these immunizations are important than they were several decades ago.
Routine childhood vaccine rates are falling, and fewer Americans - particularly Republicans - now say it's extremely important for children to get vaccinated. Polling indicates that for the relatively small but influential group of Americans who oppose childhood vaccines, concerns about personal freedom and government influence are prominent. 
Childhood vaccines prevent 4 million deaths worldwide each year, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. And they don't just protect individuals; they create "herd immunity" in a community. This is when enough people have immunity to stop the uncontrolled spread of a disease. It keeps everyone safe by preventing outbreaks that can sicken the vulnerable.
Here's what recent surveys show about views on childhood vaccines, and how they've shifted.

    
    
    
Americans broadly support vaccine mandates 
Florida's move is a significant departure from decades of public policy and research that has shown vaccines to be safe and the most effective way to stop the spread of communicable diseases.
It also runs largely counter to mainstream public opinion about vaccine requirements, although some polling suggests that U.S. adults are less likely to embrace vaccine mandates than they were several decades ago. 
About 8 in 10 U.S. adults in a Harvard/SSRS poll from March said parents should be required to have children vaccinated against preventable diseases like measles, mumps, and rubella to attend school, including majorities of Democrats and Republicans. And about 7 in 10 U.S. adults in a New York Times/Ipsos poll said healthy children should be required to be vaccinated because of the risk to others.

    
A 2024 Gallup poll found a narrower split, though, with about half of U.S. adults saying the government should require all parents to have their children vaccinated against contagious diseases such as measles, while just under half said the government should stay out. 
That's a dramatic shift from 1991, when another poll found that 81% of Americans said the government should require childhood vaccinations.
Republicans less likely to see vaccines as important
The drop in support for childhood vaccination requirements is driven mostly by Republicans. The 2024 Gallup poll found that most Republicans, 60%, oppose government vaccine mandates.
At the same time, Republicans are also less likely to see vaccines as important. In the Gallup survey, only about one-quarter of Republicans said it was "extremely important" for parents to get their children vaccinated, compared to about 6 in 10 Democrats.
The two parties began to diverge on the issue before the COVID-19 pandemic, but the gap widened substantially after 2019, when Republicans became much more likely to dismiss the importance of childhood vaccinations.
Slightly more than half of Americans were "extremely" or "very" concerned that more people choosing to not vaccinate their children against childhood diseases would lead to more outbreaks of infectious diseases, according to an AP-NORC poll from January, but Democrats were more concerned than Republicans or independents. 

    
Many have heard false claims about the risks of vaccines
As prominent figures like Kennedy refuse to acknowledge the scientific consensus that childhood vaccines don't cause autism, an April KFF poll shows that about 6 in 10 U.S. adults have heard or read the false claim that the measles, mumps, and rubella vaccines, also known as the MMR vaccines, have been proven to cause autism in children. 
About one-third have heard the false claim that getting the measles vaccine is more dangerous than becoming infected with measles, according to KFF.
Very few U.S. adults - around 5% - think each claim is "definitely true," the poll found, but less than half say each is "definitely false," with significant numbers expressing uncertainty.

    
Vaccine mandate opposition may be more about choice than safety
Another poll, though, suggests that concerns about parental rights may be playing a larger role than worries about safety. 

The Harvard/SSRS poll from March found that among those who do not support routine childhood vaccine requirements, about 8 in 10 said a "major reason" for that opposition was that it should be the parents' choice whether or not to vaccinate their child. 
Many fewer vaccine opposers, 40%, said concerns about safety were a major reason. 
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Florida surgeon general Ladapo's vaccine mandates opposition goes against medical mainstream




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Florida Department of Health Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo speaks during a Patient Freedom news conference on March 5, 2025, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]
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[image: ARCHIVO - El director de salud publica de Florida, el doctor Joseph Ladapo, habla a simpatizantes y miembros de los medios antes de la firma de un proyecto de ley por parte del gobernador Ron DeSantis, el 18 de noviembre de 2021, en Brandon, Florida. (AP Foto/Chris O'Meara, Archivo)]
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- Dr. Joseph Ladapo, whose credentials include two Harvard University degrees, says that requiring vaccinations for diseases like measles, polio and chickenpox amounts to government-imposed "slavery." It's far from the first time Florida's surgeon general has cut against the medical establishment grain.
Ladapo, an appointee of Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, made worldwide headlines this week by announcing Florida would seek to eliminate all mandated vaccinations for schoolchildren and others. He cast the immunization requirements, which date back decades and are considered a major global medical achievement that has saved millions of lives, as improper government intrusion in personal health decisions.
"Every last one is wrong and drips with disdain and slavery," Ladapo said at a news conference with DeSantis this week. "Who am I, or anyone else, to tell you what you should put in your body? Who am I to tell you what your child should put in their body? I don't have that right."

    
So far, a concrete action plan for eliminating immunization mandates in Florida has not emerged, despite multiple requests by The Associated Press. Ladapo acknowledged some proposed changes would require the state Legislature to act. Educators and many health professionals are aghast.



    
        




    




"Removing policies that keep our children healthy creates unnecessary confusion and fear," said Dr. Rana Alissa, president of the Florida Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. "Schools are tight-knit networks of children, educators, and families, making it easy for contagious diseases to spread."

    
    
    
Impeccable credentials for an anti-establishment figure
Ladapo, 46, emigrated from Nigeria to the U.S. at age five with his parents. He earned a degree in chemistry from Wake Forest University and then attended Harvard, where he got his medical degree and also a doctorate in health policy.
This is a well-trodden path for medical expertise. Ladapo was affiliated after Harvard with New York University and later UCLA, where his op-eds against the pandemic response were noticed by DeSantis, who tapped him as Florida surgeon general in 2021. Ladapo also got a professor position at the University of Florida medical school in the deal.

    
Like the governor, Ladapo raised questions about COVID-19 policies that forced people to wear masks and move education online, keep their distance from others and show proof of COVID vaccinations to attend public events, go to a restaurant or take a cruise. Ladapo also misrepresented studies to raise doubts about the mRNA vaccine, the studies' authors said.
In a 2024 guidance statement, Ladapo's Department of Health warned against using the COVID vaccine at all, contending that "the federal government has failed to provide sufficient data to support the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 boosters, or acknowledge previously demonstrated safety concerns associated with COVID-19 vaccines and boosters." Those purported risks include respiratory tract infections, greater chance of autoimmune disease and cardiovascular problems.

    
Almost every major medical or public health organization disputed those assertions, including the Food and Drug Administration: "The challenge we continue to face is the ongoing proliferation of misinformation and disinformation about these vaccines which results in vaccine hesitancy that lowers vaccine uptake," said the FDA statement, adding that the agency "respectfully disagrees with the Florida Surgeon General's opinion."
Ladapo's supporters and critics question each other's sanity
In his public comments, Ladapo makes clear he does not follow the guidance of government health experts who, in his view, don't look at the full picture of how to tackle disease and improve public health. His agency did not respond to an Associated Press request for an interview.
"It's just this sea of insanity," he said this week. "People are going to have to choose a side. People have a right to make their own decisions, informed decisions."
Ladapo's focus on what he and DeSantis call "medical freedom" also fuels his skepticism about other long-established health policies, such as the FDA's warning against consuming unpasteurized milk that can contain salmonella and other deadly bacteria, or the addition of fluoride in drinking water to promote healthy teeth.

    
"At what point are you free to make your own decisions?" DeSantis said this week. "We've done a lot over the years to really be on the right side of fighting against the hysteria."
Ladapo has many critics in the public health realm and, increasingly, among politicians seeking to tie his unorthodox policies to DeSantis and other Republicans. U.S. Rep. Frederica Wilson, a Democrat from South Florida, wants Ladapo ousted.
"Are we losing our minds? This is getting ridiculous and pathetic. Are we trying to kill millions of innocent children? Childhood vaccines save lives," Wilson posted on social media this week. "Governor DeSantis must either remove Joseph Ladapo as Surgeon General or have him resign."

    
There's no indication that will happen. Ladapo appears to have full support from DeSantis and many conservatives cheer his willingness to buck the medical establishment, including what some see as the untoward influence of pharmaceutical companies.

"There are many brave people out there -- moms & dads, doctors, scientists, and others -- who have shown admirable courage in the fight for medical freedom," Ladapo posted recently on the X social media platform. "Let's continue. Much more work to be done."
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    Radioactive metal at an Indonesia industrial site may be linked to shrimp recall
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            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Contaminated metal at an industrial site in Indonesia may be the source of radioactive material that led to massive recalls of imported frozen shrimp, international nuclear safety officials say, as efforts are underway to halt more U.S.-bound shipments.
The International Atomic Energy Agency said Friday that officials are in "constant contact" with Indonesian nuclear regulators who have detected Cesium-137, a radioactive isotope, at a processing plant that sent millions of pounds of shrimp to the U.S.
"Preliminary information suggests that it may have originated from activities at a metal melting facility at the same industrial site or from the disposal of scrap metal junk to other areas of the site," IAEA spokesperson Fredrik Dahl said in an email.
No U.S. investigators have been sent to the site in Serang, west of Jakarta, federal officials said.

    
Meanwhile, the company that exported the shrimp, PT Bahari Makmur Sejati, also known as BMS Foods, has recalled more than 300 shipping containers that were already on their way to the U.S., Dahl said.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration warned last month that Cesium-137 was detected in shipping containers sent to four U.S. ports, and in a sample of imported frozen shrimp. That spurred multiple recalls of shrimp sold at Walmart, Kroger and other stores.



    
        




    




This week, additional recalls were issued by Tampa Maid Foods LLC, of Florida, for breaded butterfly shrimp sold under Admiral of the Fleet, Portico Seafood Classic and other labels. 

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


None of the shrimp that triggered alerts or tested positive for Cesium-137 was released for sale, the FDA said. But other shipments sent to stores may have been manufactured under conditions that allowed the products to become contaminated, the agency said.

    
    
    
The risk appears to be small, but the shrimp could pose a "potential health concern" for people exposed to low levels of Cesium-137 over time, FDA officials said. 

    
The FDA issued an import alert for shrimp from BMS Foods to stop the products from coming into the U.S.
The company sent about 12 million pounds of shrimp to U.S. ports in Los Angeles, Houston, Miami and Savannah, Georgia, in July and August, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection records obtained by Import Genius, a trade data analysis company.
CPB officials alerted the FDA to potential radioactive contamination of multiple shipping containers. The National Nuclear Security Administration has sent emergency teams on "multiple deployments" to "isolate and characterize the extent of Cesium-137 contamination," a U.S. Energy Department spokesperson said.
The level of Cesium-137 detected in the frozen shrimp was about 68 becquerels per kilogram, a measure of radioactivity. That is far below the FDA's level of 1,200 becquerels per kilogram that could trigger the need for health protections.
Still, it is unusual to see that concentration of Cesium-137 in shrimp, said Steve Biegalski, a nuclear medicine expert at the Georgia Institute of Technology.
It's possible that the contamination could have come from recycling old medical equipment that contained Cesium-137, Biegalski said. The material has been used in medical devices to reduce blood contamination and to treat cancer, for instance.

    
When such equipment is no longer useful, it can be recycled. But if the Cesium-137 isn't properly removed, radioactive material can be released into the environment.
"If they get broken up in some sort of crushing mechanism, then all of a sudden, it's basically a salt," Biegalski said. "It would be like you taking a giant salt shaker and spreading it all over the kitchen floor."
Containing the contamination is key, and it requires experts who have the training and expertise to respond, he said.
"It needs to be tracked down, isolated and cleaned up," Biegalski said.
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Washington, Oregon and California governors form alliance in rebuke of Trump administration
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[image: In this May 2, 2021, file photo, Austin Kennedy, left, a Seattle Sounders season ticket holder, gets the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic in a concourse at Lumen Field in Seattle, prior to an MLS soccer match between the Sounders and the Los Angeles Galaxy. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)]
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[image: A COVID vaccine, left, is readied as a flu vaccine sits nearby at the L.A. Care and Blue Shield of California Promise Health Plans' Community Resource Center where they were offering members and the public free flu and COVID-19 vaccines, Oct. 28, 2022, in Lynwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, file)]
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            MARTHA BELLISLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- The Democratic governors of Washington state, Oregon and California announced Wednesday that they have created an alliance to establish their own recommendations for who should receive vaccines because they believe the Trump administration is putting Americans' health at risk by politicizing the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The announcement came the same day that Florida said it will phase out all childhood vaccine mandates. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis plans to curb vaccine requirements and other health mandates that evolved during the COVID-19 pandemic in his state.
The differing responses come as COVID-19 cases rise and as Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has restructured and downsized the CDC and attempted to advance anti-vaccine policies that are contradicted by decades of scientific research. Concerns about staffing and budget cuts were heightened after the White House sought to oust the agency's director and some top CDC leaders resigned in protest.

    
"The CDC has become a political tool that increasingly peddles ideology instead of science, ideology that will lead to severe health consequences," the governors said in a joint statement.



    
        




    




"The dismantling of public health and dismissal of experienced and respected health leaders and advisers, along with the lack of using science, data, and evidence to improve our nation's health are placing lives at risk," California State Health Officer Erica Pan said in the news release.

    
    
    
Washington state Health Secretary Dennis Worsham said public health is about "preventing illness, preventing the spread of disease, and preventing early, avoidable deaths."
"Vaccines are among the most powerful tools in modern medicine; they have indisputably saved millions of lives," Oregon Health Director Sejal Hathi said. "But when guidance about their use becomes inconsistent or politicized, it undermines public trust at precisely the moment we need it most."

    
Partnership seeks expert medical advice 
The three states plan to coordinate their vaccine recommendations and immunization plans based on science-based evidence from respected national medical organizations, according to a joint statement from Washington Gov. Bob Ferguson, Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek and California Gov. Gavin Newsom.
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services spokesman Andrew G. Nixon shot back in a statement Wednesday that "Democrat-run states that pushed unscientific school lockdowns, toddler mask mandates, and draconian vaccine passports during the COVID era completely eroded the American people's trust in public health agencies."
He said the administration's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices "remains the scientific body guiding immunization recommendations in this country, and HHS will ensure policy is based on rigorous evidence and Gold Standard Science, not the failed politics of the pandemic."

    
Public health agencies across nation start vaccine efforts
Meanwhile, public health agencies across the country have started taking steps to ensure their states have access to vaccines after U.S. regulators came out with new policies that limited access to COVID-19 shots. 
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker's health department said last week it is seeking advice from medical experts and its own committee on COVID-19 vaccines and other immunizations for the fall respiratory season. 
The health department plans to provide residents "with specific guidance by the end of September to help Illinois health care providers and residents make informed decisions about vaccination and protecting themselves and their loved ones," Health Director Sameer Vohra said in a statement.
New Mexico said it was updating its protocols to allow the state's pharmacists to consider recommendations from the state's health department when administering vaccines rather than just the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
"This order will remove obstacles to vaccination access" when it goes into effect by the end of next month, Health Secretary Gina DeBlassie said in a statement. 
On Wednesday, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro said at his request, the State Board of Pharmacy voted to protect access to COVID-19 vaccines for those most in need and make it available at CVS pharmacies across the state.

    
"Health care decisions should be up to individuals -- not the federal government and certainly not RFK Jr." Shapiro said in a statement. "My administration will continue to protect health care access for all Pennsylvanians." 
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has directed health officials to ensure access to updated COVID-19 vaccines. The state's Chief Medical Officer Dr. Ned Calonge issued an order to allow pharmacists to provide COVID-19 vaccines without individual prescriptions. The order takes effect on Friday.
Last month, public officials from eight Northeast states met in Rhode Island to discuss coordinating vaccine recommendations. The group included all the New England states except for New Hampshire, as well as New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

    
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, a Democrat who has been critical of federal cuts to public health funding and restrictions on vaccines, said her state was leading the bipartisan coalition.
"We're going to make sure that people get the vaccines they need -- no matter what the Trump Administration does," she said in a statement.
A spokesperson for the Connecticut Department of Public Health said Wednesday that cross-border meetings "are nothing new."
"Public health challenges extend beyond state lines, making collaboration essential for effective response and prevention efforts," the agency said in a statement. Last month's meetings allowed the states to "share numerous public health best strategies to meet the needs of our states at a time of federal health restructuring and cuts."
States have come together before
The West Coast Alliance isn't the first time Democratic-led states have banded together to coordinate policies related to public health. 
In the first months of the coronavirus pandemic, states formed regional alliances to gain buying power for respirators, gloves and other personal protective equipment for frontline workers and to coordinate reopening their largely shuttered economies.

Governors in the Northeast and West Coast -- all but one of them Democrats -- announced separate regional groups in 2020 hours after Trump said on social media that it would be his decision when to "open up the states."
___
Associated Press writers Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and Susan Haigh in Hartford, Connecticut, contributed to this report.
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    Anthropic to pay authors $1.5 billion to settle lawsuit over pirated books used to train AI chatbots
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            MATT O'BRIEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Artificial intelligence company Anthropic has agreed to pay $1.5 billion to settle a class-action lawsuit by book authors who say the company took pirated copies of their works to train its chatbot.
The landmark settlement, if approved by a judge as soon as Monday, could mark a turning point in legal battles between AI companies and the writers, visual artists and other creative professionals who accuse them of copyright infringement.
The company has agreed to pay authors or publishers about $3,000 for each of an estimated 500,000 books covered by the settlement.
"As best as we can tell, it's the largest copyright recovery ever," said Justin Nelson, a lawyer for the authors. "It is the first of its kind in the AI era."

    
A trio of authors -- thriller novelist Andrea Bartz and nonfiction writers Charles Graeber and Kirk Wallace Johnson -- sued last year and now represent a broader group of writers and publishers whose books Anthropic downloaded to train its chatbot Claude.
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A federal judge dealt the case a mixed ruling in June, finding that training AI chatbots on copyrighted books wasn't illegal but that Anthropic wrongfully acquired millions of books through pirate websites. 



    
        




    




If Anthropic had not settled, experts say losing the case after a scheduled December trial could have cost the San Francisco-based company even more money.
"We were looking at a strong possibility of multiple billions of dollars, enough to potentially cripple or even put Anthropic out of business," said Thomas Long, a legal analyst for Wolters Kluwer.

    
    
    
U.S. District Judge William Alsup of San Francisco has scheduled a Monday hearing to review the settlement terms.
Anthropic said in a statement Friday that the settlement, if approved, "will resolve the plaintiffs' remaining legacy claims."
"We remain committed to developing safe AI systems that help people and organizations extend their capabilities, advance scientific discovery, and solve complex problems," said Aparna Sridhar, the company's deputy general counsel.

    
As part of the settlement, the company has also agreed to destroy the original book files it downloaded.
Books are known to be important sources of data -- in essence, billions of words carefully strung together -- that are needed to build the AI large language models behind chatbots like Anthropic's Claude and its chief rival, OpenAI's ChatGPT. 
Alsup's June ruling found that Anthropic had downloaded more than 7 million digitized books that it "knew had been pirated." It started with nearly 200,000 from an online library called Books3, assembled by AI researchers outside of OpenAI to match the vast collections on which ChatGPT was trained.

    
Debut thriller novel "The Lost Night" by Bartz, a lead plaintiff in the case, was among those found in the dataset.
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Anthropic later took at least 5 million copies from the pirate website Library Genesis, or LibGen, and at least 2 million copies from the Pirate Library Mirror, Alsup wrote.
The Authors Guild told its thousands of members last month that it expected "damages will be minimally $750 per work and could be much higher" if Anthropic was found at trial to have willfully infringed their copyrights. The settlement's higher award -- approximately $3,000 per work -- likely reflects a smaller pool of affected books, after taking out duplicates and those without copyright. 
On Friday, Mary Rasenberger, CEO of the Authors Guild, called the settlement "an excellent result for authors, publishers, and rightsholders generally, sending a strong message to the AI industry that there are serious consequences when they pirate authors' works to train their AI, robbing those least able to afford it." 
The Danish Rights Alliance, which successfully fought to take down one of those shadow libraries, said Friday that the settlement would be of little help to European writers and publishers whose works aren't registered with the U.S. Copyright Office.
"On the one hand, it's comforting to see that compiling AI training datasets by downloading millions of books from known illegal file-sharing sites comes at a price," said Thomas Heldrup, the group's head of content protection and enforcement.

    
On the other hand, Heldrup said it fits a tech industry playbook to grow a business first and later pay a relatively small fine, compared to the size of the business, for breaking the rules.
"It is my understanding that these companies see a settlement like the Anthropic one as a price of conducting business in a fiercely competitive space," Heldrup said.
The privately held Anthropic, founded by ex-OpenAI leaders in 2021, earlier this week put its value at $183 billion after raising another $13 billion in investments.
Anthropic also said it expects to make $5 billion in sales this year, but, like OpenAI and many other AI startups, it has never reported making a profit, relying instead on investors to back the high costs of developing AI technology for the expectation of future payoffs.

    
The settlement could influence other disputes, including an ongoing lawsuit by authors and newspapers against OpenAI and its business partner Microsoft, and cases against Metaand Midjourney. And just as the Anthropic settlement terms were filed, another group of authors sued Apple on Friday in the same San Francisco federal court.
"This indicates that maybe for other cases, it's possible for creators and AI companies to reach settlements without having to essentially go for broke in court," said Long, the legal analyst.
The industry, including Anthropic, had largely praised Alsup's June ruling because he found that training AI systems on copyrighted works so chatbots can produce their own passages of text qualified as "fair use" under U.S. copyright law because it was "quintessentially transformative."
Comparing the AI model to "any reader aspiring to be a writer," Alsup wrote that Anthropic "trained upon works not to race ahead and replicate or supplant them -- but to turn a hard corner and create something different."
But documents disclosed in court showed Anthropic employees' internal concerns about the legality of their use of pirate sites. The company later shifted its approach and hired Tom Turvey, the former Google executive in charge of Google Books, a searchable library of digitized books that successfully weathered years of copyright battles.
With his help, Anthropic began buying books in bulk, tearing off the bindings and scanning each page before feeding the digitized versions into its AI model, according to court documents. That was legal but didn't undo the earlier piracy, according to the judge.
----

In a previous version of this story, The Associated Press erroneously reported the first name of a Wolters Kluwer legal analyst. His name is Thomas Long, not William.
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    Duke University pilot project examining pros and cons of using artificial intelligence in college
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                                        DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- As generative artificial intelligence tools like ChatGPT have become increasingly prevalent in academic settings, faculty and students have been forced to adapt.
The debut of OpenAI's ChatGPT in 2022 spread uncertainty across the higher education landscape. Many educators scrambled to create new guidelines to prevent academic dishonesty from becoming the norm in academia, while some emphasized the strengths of AI as a learning aid.
As part of a new pilot with OpenAI, all Duke undergraduate students, as well as staff, faculty and students across the University's professional schools, gained free, unlimited access to ChatGPT-4o beginning June 2. The University also announced DukeGPT, a University-managed AI interface that connects users to resources for learning and research and ensures "maximum privacy and robust data protection." 

    
Duke launched a new Provost's Initiative to examine the opportunities and challenges AI brings to student life on May 23. The initiative will foster campus discourse on the use of AI tools and present recommendations in a report by the end of the fall 2025 semester. 
The Chronicle spoke to faculty members and students to understand how generative AI is changing the classroom.

    
    
    
Embraced or banned
Although some professors are embracing AI as a learning aid, others have implemented blanket bans and expressed caution regarding the implications of AI on problem solving and critical thinking. 
David Carlson, associate professor of civil and environmental engineering, took a "lenient" approach to AI usage in the classroom. In his machine learning course, the primary learning objective is to utilize these tools to understand and analyze data. 
Carlson permits his students to use generative AI as long as they are transparent about their purpose for using the technology. 
"You take credit for all of (ChatGPT's) mistakes, and you can use it to support whatever you do," Carlson said. 

    
He added that although AI tools are "not flawless," they can help provide useful secondary explanations of lectures and readings. 
Matthew Engelhard, assistant professor of biostatistics and bioinformatics, said he also adopted "a pretty hands-off approach" by encouraging the use of AI tools in his classroom. 
"My approach is not to say you can't use these different tools," Engelhard said. "It's actually to encourage it, but to make sure that you're working with these tools interactively, such that you understand the content."
Engelhard emphasized that the use of these tools should not prevent students from learning the fundamental principles "from the ground up." Engelhard noted that students, under the pressure to perform, have incentives to rely on AI as a shortcut. However, he said using such tools might be "short-circuiting the learning process for yourself." He likened generative AI tools to calculators, highlighting that relying on a calculator hinders one from learning how addition works.
Like Engelhard, Thomas Pfau, Alice Mary Baldwin distinguished professor of English, believes that delegating learning to generative AI means students may lose the ability to evaluate the process and validity of receiving information.

    
"If you want to be a good athlete, you would surely not try to have someone else do the working out for you," Pfau said. 
Pfau recognized the role of generative AI in the STEM fields, but he believes that such technologies have no place in the humanities, where "questions of interpretation ... are really at stake." When students rely on AI to complete a sentence or finish an essay for them, they risk "losing (their) voice." He added that AI use defeats the purpose of a university education, which is predicated on cultivating one's personhood. 
Henry Pickford, professor of German studies and philosophy, said that writing in the humanities serves the dual function of fostering "self-discovery" and "self-expression" for students. But with increased access to AI tools, Pickford believes students will treat writing as "discharging a duty" rather than working through intellectual challenges.

    
"(Students) don't go through any kind of self-transformation in terms of what they believe or why they believe it," Pickford said. 
Additionally, the use of ChatGPT has broadened opportunities for plagiarism in his classes, leading him to adopt a stringent AI policy.
Faculty echoed similar concerns at an Aug. 4 Academic Council meeting, including Professor of History Jocelyn Olcott, who said that students who learn to use AI without personally exploring more "humanistic questions" risk being "replaced" by the technology in the future. 

    
How faculty are adapting to generative AI
Many of the professors The Chronicle interviewed expressed difficulty in discerning whether students have used AI on standard assignments. Some are resorting to a range of alternative assessment methods to mitigate potential AI usage.
Carlson, who shared that he has trouble detecting student AI use in written or coding assignments, has introduced oral presentations to class projects, which he described as "very hard to fake." 
Pickford has also incorporated oral assignments into his class, including having students present arguments through spoken defense. He has also added in-class exams to lectures that previously relied solely on papers for grading. 
"I have deemphasized the use of the kind of writing assignments that invite using ChatGPT because I don't want to spend my time policing," Pickford said. 
However, he recognized that ChatGPT can prove useful in generating feedback throughout the writing process, such as when evaluating whether one's outline is well-constructed. 
A 'tutor that's next to you every single second'
Students noted that AI chatbots can serve as a supplemental tool to learning, but they also cautioned against over-relying on such technologies.
Junior Keshav Varadarajan said he uses ChatGPT to outline and structure his writing, as well as generate code and algorithms. 
"It's very helpful in that it can explain concepts that are filled with jargon in a way that you can understand very well," Varadarajan said. 
Varadarajan has found it difficult at times to internalize concepts when utilizing ChatGPT because "you just go straight from the problem to the answer" without paying much thought to the problem. Varadarajan acknowledged that while AI can provide shortcuts at times, students should ultimately bear the responsibility for learning and performing critical thinking tasks.
For junior Conrad Qu, ChatGPT is like a "tutor that's next to you every single second." He said that generative AI has improved his productivity and helped him better understand course materials. 
Both Varadarajan and Qu agreed that AI chatbots come in handy during time crunches or when trying to complete tasks with little effort. However, they said they avoid using AI when it comes to content they are genuinely interested in exploring deeper. 
"If it is something I care about, I will go back and really try to understand everything (and) relearn myself," Qu said. 
The future of generative AI in the classroom
As generative AI technologies continue evolving, faculty members have yet to reach consensus on AI's role in higher education and whether its benefits for students outweigh the costs.
"To me, it's very clear that it's a net positive," Carlson said. "Students are able to do more. Students are able to get support for things like debugging ... It makes a lot of things like coding and writing less frustrating."
Pfau is less optimistic about generative AI's development, raising concerns that the next generation of high school graduates will be too accustomed to chatbots coming into the college classroom. He added that many students find themselves at a "competitive disadvantage" when the majority of their peers are utilizing such tools. 
Pfau placed the responsibility on students to decide whether the use of generative AI will contribute to their intellectual growth.

"My hope remains that students will have enough self-respect and enough curiosity about discovering who they are, what their gifts are, what their aptitudes are," Pfau said. "... something we can only discover if we apply ourselves and not some AI system to the tasks that are given to us."
___
This story was originally published by The Chronicle and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    The president blamed AI and embraced doing so. Is it becoming the new 'fake news'?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump walks to sign executive orders during an artificial intelligence summit at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, July 23, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)]
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[image: Paul Carpenter describes AI software during an interview in New Orleans, Feb. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)]
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            By 
            LAURIE KELLMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Artificial intelligence, apparently, is the new "fake news."
Blaming AI is an increasingly popular strategy for politicians seeking to dodge responsibility for something embarrassing -- among others. AI isn't a person, after all. It can't leak or file suit. It does make mistakes, a credibility problem that makes it hard to determine fact from fiction in the age of mis- and disinformation. 
And when truth is hard to discern, the untruthful benefit, analysts say. The phenomenon is widely known as "the liar's dividend." 
On Tuesday, President Donald Trump endorsed the practice. Asked about viral footage showing someone tossing something out an upper-story White House window, the president replied, "No, that's probably AI" -- after his press team had indicated to reporters that the video was real. 
But Trump, known for insisting the truth is what he says it is, declared himself all in on the AI-blaming phenomenon. 

    
"If something happens that's really bad," he told reporters, "maybe I'll have to just blame AI."
He's not alone.
AI is getting blamed -- sometimes fairly, sometimes not

    
    
    

On the same day in Caracas, Venezuelan Communications Minister Freddy Nanez questioned the veracity of a Trump administration video it said showed a U.S. strike on a vessel in Caribbean that targeted Venezuela's Tren de Aragua gang and killed 11. A video of the strike posted to Truth Social shows a long, multi-engine speedboat at sea when a bright flash of light bursts over it. The boat is then briefly seen covered in flames. 
"Based on the video provided, it is very likely that it was created using Artificial Intelligence," Nanez said on his Telegram account, describing "almost cartoonish animation." 
Blaming AI can at times be a compliment. ("He's like an AI-generated player," tennis player Alexander Bublik said of his U.S. Open opponent Jannik Sinner's talent on ESPN ). But when used by the powerful, the practice, experts say, can be dangerous.

    
Digital forensics expert Hany Farid warned for years about the growing capabilities of AI "deepfake" images, voices and video to aid in fraud or political disinformation campaigns, but there was always a deeper problem.
"I've always contended that the larger issue is that when you enter this world where anything can be fake, then nothing has to be real," said Farid, a professor at the University of California, Berkeley. "You get to deny any reality because all you have to say is, 'It's a deepfake.'"
That wasn't so a decade or two ago, he noted. Trump issued a rare apology ("if anyone was offended") in 2016 for his comments about touching women without their consent on the notorious "Access Hollywood" tape. His opponent, Democrat Hillary Clinton, said she was wrong to call some of his supporters "a basket of deplorables."
Toby Walsh, chief scientist and professor of AI at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, said blaming AI leads to problems not just in the digital world but the real world as well. 
"It leads to a dark future where we no longer hold politicians (or anyone else) accountable," Walsh said in an email. ""It used to be that if you were caught on tape saying something, you had to own it. This is no longer the case."

    
Contemplating the 'liar's dividend'
Danielle K. Citron of the Boston University School of Law and Robert Chesney of the University of Texas foresaw the issue in research published in 2019. In it, they describe what they called "the liar's dividend."
"If the public loses faith in what they hear and see and truth becomes a matter of opinion, then power flows to those whose opinions are most prominent--empowering authorities along the way," they wrote in the California Law Review. "A skeptical public will be primed to doubt the authenticity of real audio and video evidence."
Polling suggests many Americans are wary about AI. About half of U.S. adults said the increased use of AI in daily life made them feel "more concerned than excited," according to a Pew Research Center poll from August 2024. Pew's polling indicates that people have become more concerned about the increased use of AI in recent years.

    
Most U.S. adults appear to distrust AI-generated information when they know that's the source, according to a Quinnipiac poll from April. About three-quarters said they could only trust the information generated by AI "some of the time" or "hardly ever." In that poll, about 6 in 10 U.S. adults said they were "very concerned" about political leaders using AI to distribute fake or misleading information.
They have reason, and Trump has played a sizable role in muddying trust and truth. 
Trump's history of misinformation and even lies to suit his narrative predates AI. He's famous for the use of "fake news," a buzz term now widely known to denote skepticism about media reports. Leslie Stahl of CBS' "60 Minutes" has said that Trump told her off camera in 2016 that he tries to "discredit" journalists so that when they report negative stories, they won't be believed.

    
Trump's claim on Tuesday that AI was behind the White House window video wasn't his first attempt to blame AI. In 2023, he insisted that the anti-Trump Lincoln Project used AI in a video to make him "look bad."
In the spot titled " Feeble," a female narrator taunts Trump. "Hey Donald ... you're weak. You seem unsteady. You need help getting around." She questions his "manhood," accompanied by an image of two blue pills. The video continues with footage of Trump stumbling over words. 
"The perverts and losers at the failed and once-disbanded Lincoln Project, and others, are using A.I. (Artificial Intelligence) in their Fake television commercials in order to make me look as bad and pathetic as Crooked Joe Biden," Trump posted on Truth Social.
The Lincoln Project told The Associated Press at the time that AI was not used in the spot.
___

Associated Press writers Ali Swenson in New York, Matt O'Brien in Providence, Rhode Island, Linley Sanders in Washington and Jorge Rueda in Caracas, Venezuela, contributed to this report.
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    Don't look now, but there's an AI-generated Italian teacup on your child's phone. What does it mean?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows A.I.-generated animation of Italian Brain Rot characters created by visual artist Fabian Mosele in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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            This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows A.I.-generated animation of Italian Brain Rot characters created by visual artist Fabian Mosele in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows an undated self-portrait photo of A.I. animator Fabian Mosele, sitting in front of the A.I. generated words "Italian Brain Rot," a meme genre that captured the attention of teens across the world. (Fabian Mosele via The AP).]
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[image: This undated image provided by Fabian Mosele shows Fabian Mosele's collection of toys that were inspired by Italian Brain Rot characters, which went viral in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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            By 
            SAFIYAH RIDDLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In the first half of 2025, she racked up over 55 million views on TikTok and 4 million likes, mostly from tweens glued to their cellphones. Not bad for an AI-generated cartoon ballerina with a cappuccino teacup for a head.
Her name is Ballerina Cappuccina. Her smiling, girlish face is accompanied by a deep, computer-generated male voice singing in Italian -- or, at least, some Italian. The rest is gibberish.
She is one of the most prominent characters in the internet phenomenon known as "Italian Brain Rot," a series of memes that exploded in popularity this year, consisting of unrealistic AI-generated animal-object hybrids with absurdist, pseudo-Italian narration.
The trend has baffled parents, to the delight of young people experiencing the thrill of a new, fleeting cultural signifier that is illegible to older generations.

    
Experts and fans alike say the trend is worth paying attention to, and tells us something about the youngest generation of tweens.
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A nonsensical, AI-generated realm
The first Italian brain-rot character was Tralalero Tralala, a shark with blue Nike sneakers on his elongated fins. Early Tralalero Tralala videos were scored with a curse-laden Italian song that sounds like a crude nursery rhyme.
Other characters soon emerged: Bombardiro Crocodilo, a crocodile-headed military airplane; Lirili Larila, an elephant with a cactus body and slippers; and Armadillo Crocodillo, an armadillo inside a coconut, to name a few.
Content creators around the world have created entire storylines told through intentionally ridiculous songs. These videos have proven so popular that they have launched catchphrases that have entered mainstream culture for Generation Alpha, which describes anyone born between 2010 and 2025.
Fabian Mosele, 26, calls themselves an "Italian brain rot connoisseur." An Italian animator who lives in Germany and works with AI by trade, Mosele created their first Italian brain-rot content in March. Shortly after, Mosele's video of Italian brain-rot characters at an underground rave garnered about a million views overnight, they said. It has since topped 70 million. 

    
Even as the hysteria over the absurdist subgenre has slowed, Mosele said the characters have transcended the digital realm and become an indelible part of pop culture. 
"It feels so ephemeral," Mosele said, "but it also feels so real."
This summer, one of the most popular games on Roblox, the free online platform that has approximately 111 million monthly users, was called "Steal a Brainrot." The goal of the game, as the title would suggest, is to steal brain rot characters from other players. More popular characters, like Tralalero Tralala, are worth more in-game money.
Sometimes, the games' administrators -- who are also players -- cheat to steal the characters, a move called "admin abuse" that sent many kids and teens into a frenzy. One video of a young child hysterically crying over a stolen character has 46.8 million views on TikTok. 

    
It's not supposed to make sense
In the non-virtual world, some have made physical toy replicas of the characters, while others have created real-life plays featuring them.
The nonsensical songs have at times gestured to real-world issues: One clip of Bombardiro Crocodilo sparked outrage for seemingly mocking the war in Gaza. 
But ultimately, the majority of videos are silly and absurd. 
Mosele said Italian brain-rot consumers largely don't care about how the images relate to what is being said or sung. They often don't even care to translate the nonsensical Italian to English.
"It's funny because it's nonsense," Mosele said.

    
"Seeing something so dark, in a way, and out of the ordinary, that breaks all the norms of what we would expect to see on TV -- that's just super appealing."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Fabian Mosele shows Fabian Mosele's collection of toys that were inspired by Italian Brain Rot characters, which went viral in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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The rise of brain rot
Italian brain rot didn't go viral in a vacuum. "Brain rot," the 2024 Oxford University Press word of the year, is defined as the numbing of an intellectual state resulting from the "overconsumption of trivial or unchallenging material."
It can also be used to describe the brain-rotting content itself. 
Lots of content falls into that category. Consider videos of the game "Subway Surfer" split-screened next to full episodes of television shows, or "Skibidi Toilet," an animated series featuring toilets with human heads popping out of their bowls. 
Those not chronically online might instinctively recoil at the term brain rot, with its vaguely gory connotations, especially as concern about the potential harms of social media for adolescents mounts. 
When brain rot was crowned word of the year, Oxford Languages President Casper Grathwohl said the term speaks to "one of the perceived dangers of virtual life, and how we are using our free time." 
Emilie Owens, 33, a children's media researcher, agreed that endless scrolling poses dangers for young people. But she said that the concern about brain rot is misguided.
It's normal to "view the thing the newest generation is doing with fear and suspicion," she said, pointing to how past generations have had similar concerns about the detrimental effects of comic books, television and even novels at one time.

    
Concerns about brain rot -- that it is unproductive and pointless -- actually reveal a great deal about their appeal, Owens said. Brain rot is an acute rejection of the intense pressures on young people to self-optimize. 
"It's very normal for everyone to need to switch their brains off now and again," she said.
___

Riddle is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    Giorgio Armani, who dressed the powerful and famous from boardroom to Hollywood, dies at 91
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            Giorgio Armani, the iconic Italian designer who turned the concept of understated elegance into a multibillion-dollar fashion empire, has died, his fashion house confirmed. He was 91. (Sept. 4)
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            Fashion expert Naomi Pike has praised Giorgio Armani's legacy, calling his death at the age of 91 "a great loss." The Commissioning Editor of ELLE magazine's UK edition told The Associated Press Thursday that he will be much missed both by the fashion industry and the wider world. (Sept.4)
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            Associated Press Fashion Writer Colleen Barry explains the global influence of Italian designer Giorgio Armani, who has died aged 91. (Sept. 4)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Designer Giorgio Armani, centre, poses with models at the end of his women's 2019 Spring-Summer collection, unveiled during the Fashion Week in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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[image: Giorgio Armani receives his share of applause after presenting his Emporio Fall-Winter 2007-2008 men's fashion collection, during the Milan Men's Fashion Week, in Milan, Italy, Monday, Jan. 15, 2007. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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[image: American movie stars Richard Gere, right, and Lauren Hutton, center, who were both dressed in Armani clothes when they starred in the film "American Gigolo" join up with fashion designer Giorgio Armani, left, during a photocall at the Royal Academy of Arts in London, Oct. 14, 2003. (AP Photo/Richard Lewis, file)]
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[image: Models presenting the Giorgio Armani fashion collection stand in showcases at the end of the showing for Fall-Winter 1985-86 in Milan, March 13, 1985. (AP Photo/Ferdinando Meazza, file)]
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[image: This May 5, 2004 photo shows Italian designer Giorgio Armani in Rome. (Giulio Napolitano/LaPresse via AP)]
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            This May 5, 2004 photo shows Italian designer Giorgio Armani in Rome. (Giulio Napolitano/LaPresse via AP)
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            COLLEEN BARRY and DANIELA PETROFF

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MILAN (AP) -- Giorgio Armani, the iconic Italian designer who turned the concept of understated elegance into a multibillion-dollar fashion empire, died Thursday, his fashion house confirmed. He was 91.
Armani died at home, "peacefully, surrounded by his loved ones," the fashion house said. "Indefatigable to the end, he worked until his final days, dedicating himself to the company, the collections and the many ongoing and future projects."
Armani, one of the most recognizable names and faces in the global fashion industry, missed Milan Fashion Week in June 2025 for the first time during the previews of Spring-Summer 2026 menswear to recover from an undisclosed condition.
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[image: Designer Giorgio Armani, centre, poses with models at the end of his women's 2019 Spring-Summer collection, unveiled during the Fashion Week in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Giorgio Armani's fashion through the years, in photos
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
He was planning a major event to celebrate 50 years of his signature Giorgio Armani fashion house during Milan Fashion Week this month.
A public viewing will be held in the Armani Theater where he unveiled his ready-to-wear collections on Saturday and Sunday. The funeral will be held privately, and no details were released. 

    
    
    
Condolences and remembrances poured in from political leaders and other Milan fashion designers. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Designer Giorgio Armani, centre, poses with models at the end of his women's 2019 Spring-Summer collection, unveiled during the Fashion Week in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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"The world lost a giant today. He made history and will be remembered forever," said Donatella Versace, whose late brother Gianni Versace was a stylistic rival of Armani in the 1990s. 
Julia Roberts, who memorably wore an oversized Armani suit to the 1990 Golden Globes, posted a photo of the pair together with the text: "A true friend. A Legend," followed by a broken heart emoji.
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, who often dressed in Armani's business attire, remembered the designer for his "elegance, sobriety and creativity," and said he was "a symbol of the best Italy."
Starting with an unlined jacket, a simple pair of pants and an urban palette, Armani put Italian ready-to-wear style on the international fashion map in the late 1970s, creating an instantly recognizable relaxed silhouette that has propelled the fashion house for half a century.

    
From the executive office to the Hollywood screen, Armani dressed the rich and famous in classic tailored styles, fashioned in supersoft fabrics and muted tones. His handsome black tie outfits and glittering evening gowns often stole the show on award season red carpets.
At the time of his death, Armani had put together an empire worth over $10 billion, which along with clothing included accessories, home furnishings, perfumes, cosmetics, books, flowers and even chocolates, ranking him in the world's top 200 billionaires, according to Forbes.

    
The designer also owned several bars, clubs, restaurants and his own basketball team, Olympia Milano. Armani opened more than 20 restaurants from Milan to Tokyo since 1998, and two hotels, one in Dubai in 2009 and another in Milan, in 2010.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This May 5, 2004 photo shows Italian designer Giorgio Armani in Rome. (Giulio Napolitano/LaPresse via AP)]
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Armani himself was the foundation of his style
Armani style began with Giorgio Armani himself, from the penetrating blue eyes framed in a permanent tan and early-age shock of silver hair, to the trademark dark trousers and T-shirt work clothes and the minimalist decoration of his private homes.
Armani's fashion vision was that of easygoing elegance where attention to detail made the difference.
"I design for real people. There is no virtue whatsoever in creating clothes and accessories that are not practical," he liked to say when asked to identify his clientele.
In conversation, the designer's disarming smile and exquisitely mild manners belied the tough businessman underneath, who was able to turn creative talent into a fashion empire worth over $10 billion. Never a merger nor a sale, Re Giorgio (King George) as the Italians call him, was always his own boss.
Born July 11, 1934, in Piacenza, a small town south of Milan, Armani dreamed of becoming a doctor before a part-time job as a window decorator in a Milan department store opened his eyes to the world of fashion.
In 1975, Armani and his partner Sergio Galeotti sold their Volkswagen for $10,000 to start up their own menswear ready-to-wear label. Womenswear followed a year later.
The symbol of his new style was the liningless sports jacket, which was launched in the late 1970s and became an instant success from Hollywood to Wall Street. The designer paired the jacket with a simple T-shirt, an item of clothing he termed "the alpha and omega of the fashion alphabet."

    
The Armani suit soon became a must in the closet of the well-heeled man. And for women, the introduction of the pantsuit in the executive workroom was all but revolutionary. Dubbed the "power suit" with its shoulder-padded jacket and man-tailored trousers, it became the trademark of the rising class of businesswomen in the 1980s.

    
Over the years Armani would soften the look with delicate detailing, luxurious fabrics and brighter shades for his basic beige and gray palette. His insistence on pants and jackets led some critics to label his fashion "androgynous."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Models presenting the Giorgio Armani fashion collection stand in showcases at the end of the showing for Fall-Winter 1985-86 in Milan, March 13, 1985. (AP Photo/Ferdinando Meazza, file)]
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Armani hits Hollywood
The 1980 film classic "American Gigolo" launched both Armani and actor Richard Gere on their Hollywood careers. Dressed in Armani, Gere became America's new favorite heartthrob, and "Geeorgeeo" as they called him, the glam set's most popular designer.
The Hollywood connection earned him wardrobe film credits in over 200 films, and in 2003 a place on Rodeo Drive's "Walk of Style."
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[image: Giorgio Armani and Julia Roberts pose for photographers upon arrival at the British Fashion Awards in central London, Dec. 2, 2019. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Julia Roberts, Anna Wintour, Ralph Lauren and more pay tribute to Giorgio Armani
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
Oscar night always sparkled, with smart suiting for the men and glittering gowns for the ladies. The 2009 best actor winner Sean Penn picked up his statue in a black-on-black Armani outfit, while best actress nominee Anne Hathaway walked the red carpet in a shimmering white strapless evening gown from Armani's latest Prive couture collection.
Other longtime devotees included Jodie Foster, George Clooney, Sophia Loren and Brad Pitt. David and Victoria Beckham were the "face" of his 2009 underwear ad campaign.
So significant was the impact of Armani style, not only on how people dressed but how they approached fashion, that in 2000 New York's Guggenheim museum presented a retrospective of Armani's first 25 years in fashion. 
Marking the Giorgio Armani fashion house's 40th anniversary, he opened his own museum in Milan, called Armani Silos, located opposite his Armani Theater. For its 50th, he launched Archivio Armani, a digital archive last month. 
"I love things that age well, things that don't date and become living examples of the absolute best," Armani said of his efforts.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American movie stars Richard Gere, right, and Lauren Hutton, center, who were both dressed in Armani clothes when they starred in the film "American Gigolo" join up with fashion designer Giorgio Armani, left, during a photocall at the Royal Academy of Arts in London, Oct. 14, 2003. (AP Photo/Richard Lewis, file)]
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Armani has gone well beyond fashion
Armani, who maintained a firm grip on his empire and collections until the end, had been reluctant to discuss succession, but had announced a foundation as a succession tool to avoid his businesses being split up. A rarity in the Italian fashion world, he never sold even a part of his company to an outsider. 
He also indicated the creative succession would go to longtime collaborator Leo Dell'Orco and his niece Silvana Armani, who have headed the menswear and womenswear collections, respectively, for all Armani collections: Giorgio Armani, Emporio Armani and Armani Exchange. 
Today, the Armani empire has an army of more than 9,000 employees, who consider themselves part of a family, with women comprising half the executive suite, along with seven industrial hubs and over 600 stores worldwide, according to figures released in 2023. Along with clothes and accessories, the company produces perfumes, cosmetics and home furnishings, as well as selling its own candy, flowers and even books. 
His most recent purchase was of the historic La Capannina restaurant on the Italian Riviera in Forte dei Marmi, where he used to spend holidays with Galeotti.
In the realm of fashion hobbies, Armani owned several bars, restaurants and clubs, as well as the basketball team. Recreation time was spent in getaways in Broni in the countryside near Milan, the isle of Pantelleria off Sicily and St. Tropez on the French Riviera. Each home bore the trademark of Armani design: bare walls, important pieces, few knickknacks.
Like many of his colleagues, Armani tried to give back some of the fame and fortune he amassed during the heyday of the "moda Milanese" which put Italian ready-to-wear at the center of the world's fashion map at the turn of the millennium. Personally involved in several charity organizations devoted to children and a staunch supporter of the battle against AIDS, in 2002 Armani was named a U.N. goodwill ambassador for refugees.
Galeotti died in 1985. Armani had no children but was very close to his niece Roberta. She abandoned a budding film career to become his director of public relations, and often represented her uncle, who wasn't much of a partygoer, at social events. More recently, she has been a key go-between with the celebrity world as head of VIP relations. 
In 2006, she orchestrated the top-billed wedding of actors Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes in a medieval castle outside Rome, while Uncle Giorgio designed the attire for both bride and groom.

Armani is survived by his sister Rosanna, a former fashion model, and her son Andrea Camerana; and nieces Silvana and Roberta, the daughters of his late brother Sergio.
____
Daniela Petroff, who covered Milan fashion for the Associated Press for more than three decades, retired in 2017.
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    Pope Leo XIV declares teen computer whiz Carlo Acutis the first millennial saint
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            Pope Leo XIV was set to declare a 15-year-old computer whiz, Carlo Acutis, the first millennial saint on Sunday, giving the next generation of Catholics a relatable role model who used technology to spread the faith and earn the nickname "God's influencer."

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV celebrates the canonization Mass of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: A flag featuring the image of Carlo Acutis is waved during the canonization Mass of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Relics of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati, left, are displayed during their canonization Mass celebrated by Pope Leo XIV in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV celebrates the canonization Mass of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: The body of Carlo Acutis, an Italian boy who died in 2006 of leukemia, lies in his tomb in Assisi, Italy, March 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]
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[image: The family of Carlo Acutis, from right, sister Francesca, mother Antonia, father Andrea, and brother Michele, attend the canonization Mass celebrated by Pope Leo XIV, left, of Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV declared a 15-year-old computer whiz the Catholic Church's first millennial saint Sunday, giving the next generation of Catholics a relatable role model who used technology to spread the faith and earn the nickname "God's influencer."
Leo canonized Carlo Acutis, who died in 2006, during an open-air Mass in St. Peter's Square before an estimated 80,000 people, many of them millennials and couples with young children. During the first saint-making Mass of his pontificate, Leo also canonized another popular Italian figure who died young, Pier Giorgio Frassati.
Leo said both men created "masterpieces" out of their lives by dedicating them to God.
"The greatest risk in life is to waste it outside of God's plan," Leo said in his homily. The new saints "are an invitation to all of us, especially young people, not to squander our lives, but to direct them upwards and make them masterpieces."



    
        




    




An ordinary life that became extraordinary
Acutis was born on May 3, 1991, in London to a wealthy but not particularly observant Catholic family. They moved back to Milan soon after he was born and he enjoyed a typical, happy childhood, albeit marked by increasingly intense religious devotion.
Acutis was particularly interested in computer science and devoured college-level books on programming even as a youngster. He earned the nickname "God's Influencer," thanks to his main tech legacy: a multilingual website documenting so-called Eucharistic miracles recognized by the church, a project he completed at a time when the development of such sites was the domain of professionals. 

    
    
    
He was known to spend hours in prayer before the Eucharist each day. The Catholic hierarchy has been trying to promote the practice of Eucharistic adoration because, according to polls, most Catholics don't believe Christ is physically present in the Eucharistic hosts.
But Acutis limited himself to an hour of video games a week, apparently deciding long before TikTok that human relationships were far more important than virtual ones. That discipline and restraint has proved appealing to the Catholic hierarchy, which has sounded the alarm about the dangers of today's tech-driven society.
In October 2006, at age 15, Acutis fell ill with what was quickly diagnosed as acute leukemia. Within days, he was dead. He was entombed in Assisi, which known for its association with another popular saint, St. Francis.

    
Millions flock to Acutis' tomb
In the years since his death, young Catholics have flocked by the millions to Assisi, where they can see the young Acutis through a glass-sided tomb, dressed in jeans, Nike sneakers and a sweatshirt. He seems as if he's sleeping, and questions have swirled about how his body was so well preserved, especially since parts of his heart have even toured the world as relics. 
Both saint-making ceremonies had been scheduled for earlier this year, but were postponed following Pope Francis' death in April. Francis had fervently pushed the Acutis sainthood case forward, convinced that the church needed someone like him to attract young Catholics to the faith while addressing the promises and perils of the digital age.

    
"It's like I can maybe not be as great as Carlo may be, but I can be looking after him and be like, 'What would Carlo do?'" said Leo Kowalsky, an 8th grader at a Chicago school attached to the Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish.
Kowalsky said he was particularly excited that his own namesake -- Pope Leo -- would be canonizing the patron of his school. "It's kind of all mashed up into one thing, so it is a joy to be a part of," Kowalsky said in an interview last week.
Much of Acutis' popularity is thanks to a concerted campaign by the Vatican to give the next generation of faithful a "saint next door" who was ordinary but did extraordinary things in life. In Acutis, they found a relatable tech-savvy millennial -- the term used to describe a person born roughly between 1981 and 1996 who was the first generation to reach adulthood in the new millennium.
The Vatican said 36 cardinals, 270 bishops and hundreds of priests had signed up to celebrate the Mass along with Leo in a sign of the saints' enormous appeal to the hierarchy and ordinary faithful alike.

    
Popular piety for the digital age
An hour before the Mass, St. Peter's Square was already full with pilgrims, many of them young millennial Italians, many with toddlers in strollers.
"I learned from different people what his professors, his teachers said about his joy and the light he carried around him," said Leopoldo Antimi, a 27-year-old Roman who got to the square early to secure a spot. "So for me personally as an Italian, even on social networks that are used so much, it is important to have him as an influencer."
Matthew Schmalz, professor of religious studies at Holy Cross college in Worcester, Massachusetts, said Acutis' canonization extends the church tradition of popular piety to the digital age.

    
"He becomes an emblem or model of how Catholics should approach and use the digital world--with discipline and with a focus on traditional Catholic spirituality that defies the passage of time," he said in statement. "He is a new saint of simplicity for the ever complex digital landscape of contemporary Catholicism."
Frassati, the other saint being canonized Sunday, lived from 1901-1925, when he died at age 24 of polio. He was born into a prominent Turin family but is known for his devotion to serving the poor and carrying out acts of charity while spreading his faith to his friends.
___
AP visual journalists Trisha Thomas in Vatican City and Jessie Wardarski in Chicago contributed to this report.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    A deadly crash, a divided nation: Why Sikh truckers are now in the crossfire




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Members of California's Sikh trucking community say a deadly crash involving one of its members is being manipulated to fuel anti-Sikh rhetoric. Bhupinder Kaur, who works for UNITED SIKHS and whose dad owns a gas station, says it's been "devastating."
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                                        Members of California's Sikh trucking community say a deadly crash involving one of its own, which triggered heated national debates over immigration, has led to a spike in anti-Sikh rhetoric.
On Aug. 12, Harjinder Singh, an India-born truck driver, made a U-turn on the Florida Turnpike that authorities say caused a crash that killed three people. The crash and subsequent investigations stirred arguments between Florida Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis and California Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom.
It also sparked online vitriol denigrating members of the monotheistic religion, who often covet high-paying trucking jobs that allow Sikh men to wear beards, uncut hair and turbans.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sikh truck driver Prahb Singh maneuvers his truck at a gas station in Fontana, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: Trucks refuel at a gas station in Fontana, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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"There are a lot of negative comments online," said Prahb Singh, a truck driver in Riverside, California, who isn't related to the driver. 

    
None of the people named in this story are in the same family; Singh is a common last name among Sikhs.
"People are saying: 'Take the towel heads off the streets' and 'Make our roads safe by taking immigrants off the street," said Singh, a U.S. citizen who emigrated from India at age 8. "All of this before a judge gives a sentence." 

    
        
            

                
                    It was a mistake by a driver, not the whole community.


                    
                        Prahb Singh, a truck driver in Riverside, California.

                    
                
            

        

    




    
    
    
Sikhs play major role in US trucking industry 



    
        




    




Estimates of the Sikh population in the U.S. range up to 750,000, with the largest concentration in California. Many work in the trucking industry and related businesses, including restaurants and trucking schools along major routes.
"I've been talking to a lot of truck drivers, and they've been saying, 'People look at us different now,'" said Sukhpreet Waraich, a trucker who owns an interstate freight carrier in Fontana, California.
A father of three and his family's breadwinner, he worries about being unfairly targeted. Like other Sikhs, he lamented the Florida crash, calling it a tragedy. But he hopes the driver gets a fair trial and wants people to understand it's an isolated crash.
"I've been driving since 2019. I haven't got a single ticket," Waraich said.

    
The North American Punjabi Truckers Association estimates that the Sikh workforce makes up about 40% of truck driving on the West Coast and about 20% nationwide. No official figures exist, CEO Raman Dhillon said, but advocacy groups estimate about 150,000 Sikh truck drivers work in the U.S. That number could be as high as 250,000, given the high demand for drivers post-pandemic, he said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Freight trucks travel northbound on Interstate 5 Highway, Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Tracy, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Since the fatal crash, the association has received numerous reports of Sikh drivers being harassed. In one instance, Dhillon said, a Sikh man was ejected from an Oklahoma truck stop when he tried to take a shower.
Fatal Florida crash and partisan politics 
In Florida, Harjinder Singh faces manslaughter and vehicular homicide charges, and is being held without bond. Florida authorities say he entered the U.S. illegally from Mexico in 2018. However, California officials say federal authorities told them he was in the country legally with a work permit when the state issued him a driver's license.
The Trump administration said Singh should have never received a commercial driver's license because of his immigration status and because he failed an English proficiency test after the crash. But New Mexico officials released a video of a traffic stop that showed Singh communicating in English with an officer.
DeSantis sent Florida's lieutenant governor to California to oversee the handover of the truck driver, saying Singh should never have been behind the wheel and calling him a "thug."

    
"The sheriff's job is done by the lieutenant governor," whose name calling "was very low," Dhillon said.
Others in the Sikh trucking industry worry about becoming scapegoats in the country's bitter fight over immigration.
"This is a tragedy; it was an accident, and every Punjabi, every Sikh, feels for the victims' family," said Harsimran Singh, CEO of Gillson Trucking in Stockton, California, who is not related to the driver.
"But the way that this case has been handled ... has many, many people in my community fear for their future in this country."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Harsimran Singh, owner of Gillson Trucking, walks through his lot in Stockton, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: A truck driver arrives at a Cheema Freightlines facility in Lathrop, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Since the crash, he said five of his Sikh drivers quit, telling him they no longer feel safe.

    
In a sign of support, the UNITED SIKHS advocacy group recently held a gathering outside the Florida jail. They prayed for the victims of the crash and offered to help families with the cost of funeral arrangements, while they condemned anti-Sikh discrimination.
"Many immigrants have settled here, fleeing religious and other persecution, and we value the equal opportunity afforded to them by our legal system," said Gurvinder Singh, the group's international humanitarian aid director, who is also unrelated to the driver.
Sikhs find religious freedom in trucking
Sikhism was founded more than 500 years ago in India's Punjab region. It is among the world's largest religions with about 25 million followers. 
For many years, Sikh migrants from Punjab -- once India's breadbasket -- have been moving abroad in search of better opportunities. Fragile farm incomes and scarce jobs have driven the more recent exodus. The vast Sikh diaspora reinforces the belief that migration, legal or illegal, is the surest path to stability.

    
Since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, young Sikhs in the U.S. have faced discrimination -- ranging from school bullying to racial profiling and hate crimes -- especially against men with beards and turbans.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sikh driver Jagdeep Singh parks his truck at a Cheema Freightlines facility at the end of his shift Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Lathrop, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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[image: Sikh truck driver Prahb Singh fills up the tank of his truck at a gas station in Fontana, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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At his gurdwara -- a Sikh house of worship -- in Fremont, California, Jasdeep Singh heard reports of children being bullied at school since the crash. 
"The whole community has been put on trial because we're so visible," he said.
"It was always there but now it's on another level. In 9/11, they thought we were Muslims," he said about crimes where attackers said they mistook Sikhs for Arab Muslims. "But this time, there's no confusion. If you ask me, it's worse." 
In California's Central Valley, generations of Sikhs have taken pride in bolstering the U.S. trucking industry. 
The jobs are crucial to the community. Financially, they help Sikh immigrants provide for their families and send their children to college, said Manpreet Kaur, education director for the Sikh Coalition. Trucking also allows Sikhs to practice their faith more freely, she said.
"There's a certain agency that is afforded to an individual, especially for those who might be wearing a turban, keeping their unshorn beards, that is not available in the ordinary workplace," said Kaur, whose father became a trucker in California in the 1970s.

    
        
            

                
                    You're able to, for example, park and pray.


                    
                        Manpreet Kaur, education director for the Sikh Coalition.

                    
                
            

        

    



"The community has a fear of losing that (freedom) with the negative rhetoric that is coming out."
Sikhs worry about rhetoric leading to violence
Beyond the rhetoric, she hopes people can understand "there's also another story, another existence of a community that lives and thrives and is really the backbone of the American trucking industry."
The Sikh Coalition, the largest Sikh advocacy group in the U.S., is mourning the lost lives in Florida while hoping the driver gets a fair trial. Coalition executive director Harman Singh also flagged growing concerns the crash is being used to "demonize" the entire Sikh community. 
Recent FBI data, he said, shows Sikhs remain one of the most targeted religious groups in the country for hate crimes. 
"Anytime an incident like this occurs and we hear and see heightened rhetoric targeting the community, targeting people's articles of faith, suggesting that our community is somehow uniquely lawless or criminal, that ends up resulting in increased violence," he said.
The coalition has been reaching out to Sikh truckers to ensure they know their rights if stopped by authorities.
"We want to make sure that there's legal proceedings and a process there to make sure that the family receives justice," he said. "But that should happen through the courtroom. It shouldn't happen through headlines. It shouldn't happen on social media. And it certainly shouldn't happen with very divisive rhetoric about a community at large."
___
Associated Press writers Josh Funk in Omaha, Nebraska, and Rajesh Roy in New Delhi contributed.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Religion

    A wildly popular 15-year-old computer whiz is becoming the Catholic Church's first millennial saint
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            On Sunday, Pope Leo XIV will canonization Carlo Acutis, making him the first millennial saint. Acutis shot to fame among many young Catholics, including those in the Pope's hometown of Chicago, for being a relatable, modern-day role model, who used technology to spread the faith. (AP Video/ Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students of St. John Berchmans' school hold items often linked to Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, before Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Students of St. John Berchmans' school hold items often linked to Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, before Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Parishioner of the Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, Kelly Legamaro, center, prays during Mass while wearing an outfit showing the face of Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Parishioner of the Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, Kelly Legamaro, center, prays during Mass while wearing an outfit showing the face of Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The body of Carlo Acutis, an Italian boy who died in 2006 of leukemia, lies in his tomb in Assisi, Italy, March 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]
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            The body of Carlo Acutis, an Italian boy who died in 2006 of leukemia, lies in his tomb in Assisi, Italy, March 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. Ed Howe, the pastor at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish in Chicago's Northwest Side, leads a Mass themed for Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, at the parish church on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            The Rev. Ed Howe, the pastor at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish in Chicago's Northwest Side, leads a Mass themed for Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, at the parish church on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A student at St. John Berchmans' school kneels to pray during Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            A student at St. John Berchmans' school kneels to pray during Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Blessed Carlo Acutis keychains sit outside the sanctuary of Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish during weekday Mass for the students of St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Blessed Carlo Acutis keychains sit outside the sanctuary of Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish during weekday Mass for the students of St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            9 of 15 | 
            St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. John Berchmans' school students hold stickers of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            St. John Berchmans' school students hold stickers of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students of St. John Berchmans' school walk past a photo of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Students of St. John Berchmans' school walk past a photo of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alex Miller, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Alex Miller, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fifth grade students at St. John Berchmans' school draw pictures of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Fifth grade students at St. John Berchmans' school draw pictures of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fifth grade students, Paulie Alfirevich, left, Paige Lange, center, and Alex Miller, read a comic book about the life of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, entitled "Digital Disciple" during a class activity at St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Fifth grade students, Paulie Alfirevich, left, Paige Lange, center, and Alex Miller, read a comic book about the life of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, entitled "Digital Disciple" during a class activity at St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mateo Jones, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]
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            Mateo Jones, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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CHICAGO (AP) -- At a Catholic school in Pope Leo XIV's hometown, fifth graders read comic books about Carlo Acutis' life titled "Digital Disciple." They draw pictures of what the teenage Italian computer whiz might have had as his cellphone wallpaper. They discuss the miracles that allegedly occurred thanks to Acutis' intercession.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The body of Carlo Acutis, an Italian boy who died in 2006 of leukemia, lies in his tomb in Assisi, Italy, March 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    The body of Carlo Acutis, an Italian boy who died in 2006 of leukemia, lies in his tomb in Assisi, Italy, March 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In the lead-up to Acutis' canonization on Sunday, it's all Acutis, all the time at the Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish and school in Chicago. The parish was the first in the United States to take its name from Acutis, who died in 2006 at age 15 and is about to become history's first millennial saint. 
In recent years, Acutis has shot to near rock star-like fame among many young Catholics, generating a global following the likes of which the Catholic Church hasn't seen in ages. Much of that popularity is thanks to a concerted campaign by the Vatican to give the next generation of faithful a relatable, modern-day role model, an ordinary kid who used his technological talents to spread the faith.



    
        




    




He's not a towering world figure like Mother Teresa or St. John Paul II, but rather a "saint next door," said the Rev. Ed Howe, the pastor at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish in Chicago's Northwest Side. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students of St. John Berchmans' school walk past a photo of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students of St. John Berchmans' school walk past a photo of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, after Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"He's someone who I think a lot of young people today say, 'I could be the saint next door,'" Howe said.

    
    
    
Pope Leo XIV's first canonization
Leo, a Chicago native, will declare Acutis a saint on Sunday in his first canonization ceremony, alongside another popular Italian, Pier Giorgio Frassati, who also died young. Both ceremonies had been scheduled for earlier this year, but were postponed following Pope Francis' death in April.

    
It was Francis who had fervently willed the Acutis sainthood case forward, convinced that the church needed someone like him to attract young Catholics to the faith while addressing the promises and perils of the digital age. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fifth grade students, Paulie Alfirevich, left, Paige Lange, center, and Alex Miller, read a comic book about the life of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, entitled "Digital Disciple" during a class activity at St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Fifth grade students, Paulie Alfirevich, left, Paige Lange, center, and Alex Miller, read a comic book about the life of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, entitled "Digital Disciple" during a class activity at St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alex Miller, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Alex Miller, a fifth-grade student at St. John Berchmans' school draws a picture of Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, during a class activity on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Acutis was precociously savvy with computers long before the social media era, reading college-level textbooks on programming and coding as a youngster and making websites that at the time were the domain of professionals. But he limited himself to an hour of video games a week, apparently deciding long before TikTok that human relationships were far more important than virtual ones.
"Carlo was well aware that the whole apparatus of communications, advertising and social networking can be used to lull us, to make us addicted to consumerism and buying the latest thing on the market," Francis wrote in a 2019 document. "Yet he knew how to use the new communications technology to transmit the Gospel, to communicate values and beauty."
Leo inherited the Acutis cause, but he too has pointed to technology -- especially artificial intelligence -- as one of the main challenges facing humanity.

    
A fast-track to sainthood
Acutis was born on May 3, 1991, in London to a wealthy but not particularly observant Catholic family. They moved back to Milan soon after he was born and he enjoyed a typical, happy childhood, albeit marked by his increasingly intense religious devotion. 
In October 2006, at age 15, he fell ill with what was quickly diagnosed as acute leukemia. Within days, he was dead. He was entombed in Assisi, which known for its association with another popular saint, St. Francis.

    
In a remarkably quick process, Acutis was beatified in 2020, and last year Francis approved the second miracle needed for him to be made a saint.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. Ed Howe, the pastor at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish in Chicago's Northwest Side, leads a Mass themed for Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, at the parish church on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    The Rev. Ed Howe, the pastor at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish in Chicago's Northwest Side, leads a Mass themed for Acutis, who will be canonized a saint by Pope Leo XIV, at the parish church on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In the years since his death, young Catholics have flocked by the millions to Assisi, where through a glass-sided tomb they can see the young Acutis, dressed in jeans, Nike sneakers and a sweatshirt, his hands clasped around a rosary. Those who can't make it in person can watch the comings and goings on a webcam pointed at his tomb, a level of internet accessibility not afforded even to popes buried in St. Peter's Basilica.
The ordinary and the extraordinary
For his admirers, Acutis was an ordinary kid who did extraordinary things, a typical Milan teen who went to school, played soccer and loved animals. But he also brought food to the poor, attended Mass daily and got his less-than-devout parents back to church.
"When I read his story for the first time, it was just like shocking to me, because from a very early age, he was just really drawn to Jesus Christ and he would go to Mass all the time," said Sona Harrison, an eighth grader at the St. John Berchmans' school, which is part of the Acutis parish. "I feel like he's a lot more relatable, and I definitely feel like I'm closer to God when I read about him." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Blessed Carlo Acutis keychains sit outside the sanctuary of Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish during weekday Mass for the students of St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    Blessed Carlo Acutis keychains sit outside the sanctuary of Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish during weekday Mass for the students of St. John Berchmans' school on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)]



        

        
        
            
                    St. John Berchmans' school students attend a Mass at Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Acutis earned the nickname "God's Influencer," because he used technology to spread the faith. His most well-known tech legacy is the website he created about so-called Eucharistic miracles, available in nearly 20 different languages. The site compiles information about the 196 seemingly inexplicable events over the history of the church related to the Eucharist, which the faithful believe is the body of Christ.

    
Acutis was known to spend hours in prayer before the Eucharist each day, a practice known as Eucharistic adoration.
"This was the fixed appointment of his day," his mother, Antonia Salzano, said in a documentary that was airing Friday night at the U.S. seminary in Rome.
An appeal that serves the church
Kathleen Sprows Cummings, a history professor at the University of Notre Dame, said Acutis' enormous popularity was clearly the result of a concerted church campaign, pushed strongly by his grief-stricken mother. But she said that is nothing new, and that in the 2,000-year history of the church, saints have very often been pushed ahead to respond to a particular need at a particular time.
"It doesn't detract from the holiness of the person being honored to say that there are choices that are made" about which cases move forward, she said in a phone interview. 
Sprows Cummings said that the Acutis phenomenon caught on because he's attractive to both young people and the institutional church, for using technology in a positive way to spread his profound belief in Eucharistic miracles at a time when many Catholics don't believe that Christ is truly present in the Eucharist.
"Canonization is about marketing," said Sprows Cummings, author of "A Saint of Our Own: How the Quest for a Holy Hero Helped Catholics become American." 
"Which stories are going to get told? Who is going to get remembered through this amazingly efficient way of remembering holy people?"
Acutis and his story are ever-present here at the parish named for him. During Mass this week before the canonization, students processed into the chapel under an Acutis banner carrying things he might have carried: a soccer ball, laptop and knapsack. 
Howe, the parish pastor and priest of the Congregation of the Resurrection, pulled items out of the knapsack to explain Acutis' story to the youngest students seated up front: A can of food he might have given to a homeless person, a set of rosary beads he might have prayed with.
The message landed.
"He fed the poor, he cared for the poor," said 9-year-old David Cameron, who called Acutis "a great man." Cameron, a fan of Sonic, Minecraft and Halo, also found inspiration in Acutis' love of video games -- and awe at Acutis' restraint.
"He played video games for like only one hour a week, which I don't think I can do," he said.
___
Nicole Winfield reported from Vatican City.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    World News

    Corte de cables submarinos en el mar Rojo interrumpe acceso a internet en Asia y Oriente Medio
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                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- Cortes de cables submarinos en el Mar Rojo interrumpieron el acceso a internet el domingo en partes de Asia y el Oriente Medio, informaron expertos, aunque no estaba claro de inmediato que causo el incidente.
Ha habido preocupacion de que los rebeldes huties de Yemen ataquen los cables en el Mar Rojo, debido a que los rebeldes han emprendido una campana armada que describen como un esfuerzo para presionar a Israel a poner fin a su guerra contra Hamas en la Franja de Gaza. Sin embargo, los huties han negado haber atacado los cables.
Los cables submarinos son una de las columnas vertebrales de internet, junto con las conexiones satelitales y los cables terrestres. Normalmente, los proveedores de servicios de internet tienen multiples puntos de acceso y redirigen el trafico si uno falla, aunque esto puede ralentizar el acceso para los usuarios.

    
Microsoft anuncio en su sitio web que el Oriente Medio "puede experimentar demoras en internet debido a cortes en los cables de fibra submarina en el Mar Rojo". La empresa con sede en Redmond, Washington, no dio detalles aunque dijo que las telecomunicaciones que no pasan por el Oriente Medio "no se ven afectadas".



    
        




    




NetBlocks, que monitorea el acceso a internet, declaro que "una serie de cortes en cables submarinos en el Mar Rojo ha degradado la conectividad a internet en varios paises", lo que, segun indico, incluia a India y Pakistan. Culparon a "fallas que afectan a los sistemas de cables SMW4 e IMEWE cerca de Yida, Arabia Saudi".

    
    
    
El cable Sudeste Asiatico-Oriente Medio-Europa Occidental 4 es operado por Tata Communications, parte del conglomerado indio. El cable India-Oriente Medio-Europa Occidental es operado por otro consorcio supervisado por Alcatel-Lucent. Ninguna empresa respondio a solicitudes de comentario.
En un comunicado el sabado Pakistan Telecommunications Co. Ltd., un gigante de las telecomunicaciones en ese pais, senalo que los cortes habian tenido lugar.

    
Arabia Saudi no ha reconocido la interrupcion y las autoridades alli no respondieron a una solicitud de comentarios.
En los Emiratos Arabes Unidos, hogar de Dubai y Abu Dabi, los usuarios de internet en las redes estatales Du y Etisalat se quejaron de retrasos en el servicio. El gobierno no ha reconocido la interrupcion.
Los cables submarinos pueden ser cortados por anclas caidas de barcos, pero tambien pueden ser objeto de ataques. Las reparaciones pueden tardar semanas, ya que un barco y su tripulacion deben ubicarse sobre el cable danado.
El hecho ocurre mientras los rebeldes huties de Yemen permanecen inmersos en una serie de ataques dirigidos a Israel por la guerra Israel-Hamas en la Franja de Gaza. Israel ha respondido con ataques aereos, incluyendo uno que mato a lideres importantes del movimiento rebelde.
A principios de 2024, el gobierno reconocido internacionalmente de Yemen en el exilio alego que los huties planeaban atacar cables submarinos en el Mar Rojo. Varios fueron cortados, pero los huties negaron ser responsables. El domingo por la manana, el canal de noticias satelital al-Masirah de los huties reconocio que los cortes habian tenido lugar, citando a NetBlocks.

    
Desde noviembre de 2023 hasta diciembre de 2024, los huties atacaron mas de 100 barcos con misiles y drones por la guerra Israel-Hamas en la Franja de Gaza. En su campana hasta ahora, los huties han hundido cuatro embarcaciones y matado al menos a ocho marineros.
Los huties, respaldados por Iran, detuvieron sus ataques durante un breve alto el fuego en la guerra. Posteriormente, fueron objeto de ataques aereos ordenados por el presidente estadounidense Donald Trump, antes de que declarara que se habia alcanzado un alto el fuego con los rebeldes. Los huties hundieron dos embarcaciones en julio, matando al menos a cuatro personas a bordo y al parecer reteniendo a otras.

Los nuevos ataques de los huties ocurren mientras un posible nuevo alto el fuego en la guerra Israel-Hamas sigue en la balanza. Mientras tanto, el futuro de las conversaciones entre Estados Unidos e Iran sobre el maltrecho programa nuclear de Teheran esta en duda despues de que Israel lanzara una guerra de 12 dias contra la Republica Islamica en la que los estadounidenses bombardearon tres sitios atomicos iranies.
________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Como Donald Trump utiliza al gobierno como arma para ajustar cuentas personales y ejecutar su agenda
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Al presidente Donald Trump --quien alguna vez fue dueno de un casino y esta siempre en busca de su proximo trato de negocios-- le gusta recurrir a analogias del poker para evaluar a socios y adversarios.
"Tenemos mucho mejores cartas que ellos", dijo sobre China el mes pasado. Al referirse a Canada, declaro en junio pasado:"Tenemos todas las cartas. Tenemos todas y cada una de ellas". Y la mas memorable, cuando le dijo al presidente ucraniano Volodimir Zelenskyy durante su confrontamiento en el Despacho Oval a principios de este ano: "No tienes las cartas".
La frase ofrece una ventana al mundo de Trump, quien ha dedicado su segunda etapa en la Casa Blanca a acumular cartas para desplegar en busca de sus propios intereses.
Siete meses despues de iniciado su segundo mandato, ha acumulado un poder presidencial que ha utilizado contra universidades, medios de comunicacion, bufetes de abogados e individuos que le desagradan. Un hombre que se postulo a la presidencia como la victima de un "estado profundo" convertido en arma, ahora potencia al maximo, en cierto modo, el poder del gobierno y lo dirige contra sus adversarios.

    
Y los simpatizantes que respondieron a sus quejas sobre los insistentes democratas no dan paso atras: lo incitan a seguir.



    
        




    




"Utilizar al estado como un arma para ganar la guerra cultural ha sido esencial para su agenda", dijo David N. Smith, sociologo de la Universidad de Kansas que ha investigado exhaustivamente las motivaciones de los votantes de Trump. "No les gusto cuando se movilizo al Estado para frenar a Trump, pero les alegra ver que el Estado actue para combatir la guerra cultural en su nombre".

    
    
    
Como Trump ha utilizado al gobierno como arma
Trump puso al gobierno federal a trabajar para el a las pocas horas de asumir el cargo en enero, y desde entonces ha acumulado y utilizado el poder de maneras novedosas. Es un impulso a toda velocidad para ejecutar su agenda politica y ajustar cuentas.
En el ultimo mes, de desplego a cientos de agentes federales y soldados de la Guardia Nacional en Washington despues de que Trump invoco una ley nunca antes utilizada que le permite tomar el control de las fuerzas del orden en la capital del pais. Ha amenazado con despliegues similares en otras ciudades gobernadas por democratas, incluidas Baltimore, Chicago, Nueva York y Nueva Orleans. Tambien despidio a una gobernadora de la Reserva Federal, argumentando --sin presentar pruebas-- un fraude hipotecario.

    
Trump, sus colaboradores y aliados en toda la rama del poder ejecutivo han apuntado al gobierno, o amenazado con hacerlo, contra una enorme gama de objetivos:
--Amenazo con bloquear el plan para construir un estadio para el equipo de futbol americano Washington Commanders a menos que vuelva a adoptar el nombre que uso hasta 2020, el cual es percibido como un insulto racial.
--Revoco las autorizaciones de seguridad para abogados de bufetes que no le agradan e intento bloquear su acceso a instalaciones gubernamentales.
--Retuvo miles de millones de dolares en fondos federales para la investigacion a universidades de elite e intento impedir que estudiantes extranjeros pudieran inscribirse en ellas. Bajo presion, la Universidad de Columbia acepto un acuerdo de 220 millones de dolares, la Universidad de Pensilvania invalido los records que establecio la nadadora transgenero Lia Thomas, y los rectores de la Universidad de Virginia y de la Universidad Northwestern renunciaron.

    
--Ha despedido o reasignado a empleados federales senalados por su labor, incluidos fiscales que trabajaron en casos que lo involucraban.
--Retiro los cargos de corrupcion contra el alcalde de Nueva York, Eric Adams, para obtener cooperacion en su ofensiva contra los inmigrantes que viven en el pais sin autorizacion.
--Logro acuerdos multimillonarios contra medios de comunicacion en demandas que eran consideradas ampliamente como casos debiles.
--La secretaria de Justicia Pam Bondi impulsa una revision con jurado investigador en torno a los origenes de la investigacion Trump-Rusia, y nombro a un fiscal especial para investigar a Letitia James, la fiscal general de Nueva York, y al senador federal Adam Schiff.

    
Eso no es utilizar al gobierno como arma: es ejercer el poder, declaro Harrison Fields, portavoz de la Casa Blanca.
"Lo que la nacion presencia hoy es la ejecucion del gobierno mas trascendental en la historia de Estados Unidos", dijo Fields, "uno que adopta el sentido comun, pone en primer lugar a Estados Unidos y cumple con el mandato del pueblo estadounidense".
Trump tiene un sexto sentido para el poder
Hay una disputa en el poder. Se otorga y se retira. Y mediante ordenes ejecutivas, cambios de personal, la influencia de su posicion privilegiada y un descaro absoluto, Trump ha asumido poderes que ninguno de sus predecesores modernos llego ni de cerca a alcanzar.
Tambien ha recibido el poder de muchos a su alrededor. Una base ferozmente leal que lo acompana en las buenas y en las malas. Un Congreso y una Corte Suprema que hasta ahora han cedido su autoridad al poder ejecutivo. Universidades, bufetes de abogados, medios de comunicacion y otras instituciones que han negociado o llegado a acuerdos con el.

    
El gobierno estadounidense es poderoso, pero no es inherentemente omnipotente. Como Trump aprendio --para su frustracion-- en su primer mandato, el presidente esta limitado por la Constitucion, las leyes, los fallos judiciales, la burocracia, las tradiciones y las normas. No obstante, en su segundo mandato Trump ha conseguido eliminar, aplastar, ignorar o neutralizar muchos de esos mecanismos de control.
Los lideres pueden ejercer su voluntad mediante el miedo y la intimidacion al determinar los temas que se discuten y moldear las preferencias de la gente, argumento Steven Lukes en "Power: A Radical View", su influyente libro de 1974. Lukes, profesor emerito de la Universidad de Nueva York, explico que Trump ejemplifica las tres dimensiones del poder. La innovacion de Trump, agrego Lukes, es la "liberacion epistemica" --la disposicion a inventar hechos sin pruebas.
"Esta idea de que puedes decir cosas que no son ciertas, y que no le importe a tus seguidores ni a mucha otra gente... eso me parece algo nuevo", al menos en las democracias liberales, dijo Lukes. Trump utiliza memes y chistes --mas que argumentos y activismo-- para expresar sus preferencias, anadio.
Trump hizo campana contra el uso del gobierno como arma
Un elemento central de la campana de Trump en 2024 fue su afirmacion de que era victima de una "persecucion despiadada" perpetrada por "el Departamento de Injusticia convertido en arma por el gobierno de (Joe) Biden".
Con cuatro casos penales en su contra en Nueva York, Washington y Florida, Trump dijo en 2023 que su anhelo no era acabar con el uso del gobierno como arma, sino aprovecharlo. "!Si vienen por mi, ire tras de ustedes!", escribio Trump en su plataforma social Truth Social el 4 de agosto de 2023.
"Si llego a ser presidente y veo a alguien que lo esta haciendo bien y me esta dando una paliza, yo digo: 'Vayan y acusenlo penalmente'", declaro en una entrevista con Univision el 9 de noviembre de 2023. Y un mes despues, cuando un entrevistador de Fox News le dio la oportunidad de garantizarle a los estadounidenses que usaria el poder con responsabilidad, respondio que no seria un dictador "excepto el primer dia".
Se retracto en buena medida de esas amenazas conforme se acercaban las elecciones, incluso mientras continuaba su campana contra el uso del gobierno como arma. Cuando gano, declaro el fin de eso.
"Nunca mas se utilizara el inmenso poder del Estado como arma para perseguir a los oponentes politicos --algo de lo que yo se--", expreso Trump en su segundo discurso inaugural.
Un mes despues: "Le puse fin al uso de Joe Biden (del poder) como arma en cuanto tome posesion", declaro Trump en un discurso el 22 de febrero en la Conservative Political Action Conference a las afueras de Washington. Y 10 dias despues de eso: "Hemos puesto fin al uso del gobierno como arma, donde, por ejemplo, un presidente en funciones puede procesar brutalmente a su oponente politico, como ocurrio conmigo".
Dos dias despues, el 6 de marzo, Trump firmo una orden de amplio alcance dirigida a un destacado bufete de abogados que representa a democratas. Y el 9 de abril, emitio memorandos presidenciales que ordenaban al Departamento de Justicia investigar a Chris Krebs y Miles Taylor, dos funcionarios de su primer gobierno.

Habiendo dicho eso, el uso del gobierno como arma esta donde empezo. Trump ya no esta rodeado de abogados ni funcionarios gubernamentales apegados a la tradicion, y su instinto para jugar sus cartas con agresividad encuentra pocas limitaciones.
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    Jugadores de loteria Powerball en Missouri y Texas compartiran premio mayor de casi $1.800 millones
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa, EE.UU. (AP) -- Jugadores de Powerball en Missouri y Texas ganaron el premio mayor de casi 1.800 millones de dolares el sabado, superando las probabilidades astronomicas para poner fin a tres meses en que esa loteria no conto con un gran ganador.
Los numeros ganadores fueron 11, 23, 44, 61 y 62, con el numero de Powerball siendo 17.
El boleto ganador en Texas se vendio en una tienda de conveniencia-gasolinera en Fredericksburg, segun la Loteria de Texas.
El premio de 1.787 millones de dolares, que fue el segundo mayor bote de loteria en la historia de Estados Unidos, siguio a 41 sorteos consecutivos en los que nadie coincidio con los seis numeros. El ultimo sorteo con un ganador del bote ocurrio el 31 de mayo.
Las infimas probabilidades de ganar un Powerball -- de uno en 292,2 millones -- estan disenadas para generar grandes botes, con premios que crecen a medida que se acumulan cuando nadie gana. Los funcionarios de la loteria senalan que las probabilidades son mucho mejores para los muchos premios menores del juego. Hay tres sorteos cada semana.


    
Cada poseedor de un boleto tendra la opcion entre un premio anualizado de 893,5 millones de dolares o un pago unico de 410,3 millones de dolares. Ambas opciones de premio son antes de impuestos. Si un ganador selecciona la opcion de anualidad, recibira un pago inmediato seguido de 29 pagos anuales que aumentan un 5 por ciento cada ano. Los boletos de Powerball cuestan 2 dolares, y se venden en 45 estados mas Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico y las Islas Virgenes de Estados Unidos.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Marcha del orgullo LGBTQ+ en Serbia condena la violencia policial contra manifestantes




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Participantes sostienen una bandera del arco iris en la marcha del Orgullo LGBTQ+ en Belgrado, Serbia, el sabado 6 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Darko Vojinovic)]
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                                        BELGRADO, Serbia (AP) -- La marcha del Orgullo LGBTQ+ realizada el sabado en la capital de Serbia condeno la violencia policial contra los manifestantes antigubernamentales, al tiempo que apoyaba a los estudiantes universitarios que organizaron las protestas contra el presidente populista Aleksandar Vucic.
Los organizadores dijeron que el evento en Belgrado fue una protesta, sin caracteristicas de festival. En su lugar, los participantes mantuvieron el respetuoso silencio que ha marcado los ultimos diez meses de persistentes manifestaciones lideradas por estudiantes que desafian a Vucic.
Una de las pancartas en la reunion en el centro de Belgrado decia "!Gays contra el estado policial!" mientras que otra utilizaba el llamado de "!Aumenta la presion!" del movimiento liderado por estudiantes que ha reunido a cientos de miles de personas contra Vucic.

    
"No podemos cerrar los ojos ante lo que sucede en nuestro pais", dijeron los organizadores de la marcha en un comunicado. Mencionaron la frecuente brutalidad policial y el encarcelamiento de manifestantes. "El Orgullo (LGBTQ+) no contribuira a crear una apariencia de normalidad".



    
        




    




Las protestas comenzaron en noviembre, cuando un dosel de concreto se derrumbo en una estacion de tren en el norte de Serbia, matando a 16 personas. El desastre desato una ola de manifestaciones anticorrupcion que alegaban que la causa fue la negligencia alimentada por la deshonestidad.

    
    
    
El cada vez mas autoritario Vucic ha rechazado la exigencia estudiantil de realizar elecciones parlamentarias anticipadas. Ha intensificado la represion contra los manifestantes, despidiendo a decenas de profesores y maestros y desplegando policias dentro de algunos edificios de las facultades.
El viernes por la noche, la policia utilizo gas lacrimogeno para dispersar a miles de manifestantes que se reunieron en el campus universitario de la ciudad de Novi Sad, en el norte del pais. La policia dijo que los agentes respondieron a "ataques masivos" de manifestantes enmascarados que les lanzaron bengalas y varios objetos. Por su parte, los estudiantes universitarios que organizaron la protesta dijeron que la policia lanzo "ataques brutales contra sus propios ciudadanos".

    
Decenas de personas resultaron heridas en el caos mientras la policia antidisturbios, armada con porras y escudos, arremetia contra los manifestantes para alejarlos del campus, haciendo que muchos huyeran en panico y cayeran. El ministro del Interior, Ivica Dacic, dijo que 13 agentes resultaron heridos y al menos 42 manifestantes fueron detenidos.
El sabado, la policia monto guardia en la marcha del Orgullo LGBTQ+ en Belgrado, que en el pasado se ha visto empanada por ataques violentos de extremistas de derecha. No se reportaron incidentes.

Los miembros de la asediada comunidad LGBTQ+ de Serbia suelen enfrentar acoso en el pais altamente conservador. Serbia busca unirse formalmente a la Union Europea, pero ha hecho poco para mejorar los derechos de las personas LGBTQ+, incluyendo la legalizacion de las asociaciones entre personas del mismo sexo.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Justicia boliviana ordena que exministro deportado desde EEUU permanezca en prision preventiva




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El ministro de Gobierno de Bolivia, Arturo Murillo, desciende de unas escaleras en el palacio de gobierno de Bolivia, el 28 de enero e 2020, en La Paz. (AP Foto/Juan Karita, Archivo)]
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- El exministro boliviano Arturo Murillo fue ingresado la tarde del sabado a un penal en La Paz luego que un tribunal ordeno que permanezca en prision preventiva. La decision se tomo dos dias despues de que el exfuncionario fue deportado desde Estados Unidos, donde cumplio una sentencia de dos anos y medio tras las rejas por cargos de lavado de dinero y cobro de sobornos, mismos casos por los que fue juzgado en Bolivia. 
Murillo, quien se desempeno como ministro de Gobierno entre 2019 y 2020, cumplira "detencion preventiva por tiempo indefinido" en el penal de La Paz, informo el procurador general Ricardo Condori al finalizar la audiencia. El domingo tiene programada una nueva audiencia por un segundo juicio, destaco Condori.
En 2024, el exministro fue condenado en ausencia a ochos anos en prision por la compra de gases lacrimogenos a un precio inflado. Tambien enfrenta una segunda sentencia de cinco anos de carcel por la importacion irregular de material antidisturbios en 2019, aunque ambos fallos estan siendo apelados, aclaro su abogado Jaime Tapia.

    
Murillo fue ministro de Gobierno durante el breve mandato de la presidenta interna Jeanine Anez (2019-2020), quien tambien fue encarcelada despues de que asumio el cargo en medio de violentas protestas que dejaron 37 muertos y forzaron a la renuncia del entonces mandatario Evo Morales luego de unos comicios que fueron denunciados como fraudulentos.



    
        




    




El partido de Morales regreso al poder en 2020 tras ganar los comicios con el actual presidente, Luis Arce, quien impulso los procesos contra los promotores de las protestas, asi como en contra de Anez y sus colaboradores.

    
    
    
Murillo tiene 15 procesos abiertos en Bolivia, dos de ellos con sentencia en apelacion, segun el fiscal general Roger Mariaca. 
Los juicios han tenido un "contenido politico", alego Tapia, quien senalo que su cliente "tiene derecho a defenderse en libertad". Condori solicito la prision preventiva debido a que Murillo representa un posible "riesgo de fuga".

    
"Con el tiempo se va a saber todo", alcanzo a declarar Murillo a periodistas mientras ingresaba a un vehiculo de la policia para su traslado al penal.
Tras dejar el poder, Murillo huyo en 2020 hacia Estados Unidos, donde fue detenido y condenado a seis anos de carcel por asociacion delictuosa para cobrar sobornos y lavado de activos. Redujo su condena por buena conducta y fue deportado a Bolivia el jueves.

La sentencia de 10 anos en prision que enfrenta Anez tambien esta en revision, mientras que otros procesados en relacion con la crisis politica de 2019 dejaron la carcel en los ultimos dias, luego de las elecciones nacionales del 17 de agosto que determinaron la caida del gobernante Movimiento al Socialismo (MAS) que permanecio en el poder durante casi 20 anos con Morales (2006-2019) y Arce (2020-2026).
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    "Parva Domus", una republica ficticia en Uruguay que celebra ya 147 anos




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Miembros de la republica ficticia de "Parva Domus", una asociacion fundada en 1878, posan frente a la casona que alberga sus instalaciones en Montevideo, Uruguay, mientras celebran un aniversario mas el sabado 30 de agosto de 2025. (AP Foto/Matilde Campodonico)]
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                                        MONTEVIDEO (AP) -- En el barrio de Punta Carretas, en el centro de la capital de Uruguay, existe una "republica" integrada solo por hombres. Tiene su propia bandera, himno, moneda y, claro, nombre. Se llama "Parva Domus".
Es una ficcion, pero existe. Tambien tiene un territorio, o algo parecido: una casona de estilo neoclasico con un gran jardin y que ocupa toda una esquina y, recientemente, obtuvo una salida al mar. 
Tiene 150 miembros y el sabado celebro 147 anos de haber sido fundada por un grupo de pescadores en lo que podria sonar como una broma, pero que ha llegado hasta estos tiempos. 
"Seguimos demostrandole a la republica vecina lo que es gobernar con democracia, libertad y sin problema", bromeo el sabado en broma el presidente de "Parva Domus", Bartolome Grillo, durante las celebraciones de su aniversario y en referencia al pais con el que conviven: Uruguay. 

    
El nombre viene del proverbio en latin "Parva Domus Magna Quies", que significa "Casa pequena, gran descanso". Uno de los fundadores leyo la frase en la novela Jack, del escritor frances Alphonse Daudet, y decidio usarla para el nombre de lo que hoy es esa republica ficticia.



    
        




    




"Parva Domus" opera como una sociedad con fines sociales, culturales, goce, entretenimiento y amistad para sus mas de un centenar de socios, designados "ciudadanos" con titulos honorables que ellos se proclaman.
El sabado, los "parvenses", como se les conoce a sus miembros, celebran su fundacion con una gran caravana de autos antiguos, atuendos extravagantes y mucha alegria.

    
    
    
Comparada a otras entidades historicas y simbolicas, como la Republica de La Boca, en Argentina, Parva Domus cuenta con el respaldo de la intendencia de Montevideo, que les ha reconocido con el nombramiento de una calle en julio pasado. Ademas, el Ministerio de Transporte le entrego una porcion de la rambla, lo que los parvenses consideran su "salida al mar" y donde analizan instalar una plaza.
"Cuando empece a venir, me sentia como sapo de otro pozo", dijo sonriendo Gustavo Fernandez Galvan, de 61 anos, en su lugar favorito del palacio, el museo. "Me decia, ?que hago aca adentro? Me lo cuestione en un momento. Y despues dije, me siento como pez en el agua. Encontre mi lugar".

    
Nada de politica, futbol, ni religion
"Parva Domus" no es una logia masonica, ni tiene que ver con la politica uruguaya, a pesar de que ahi asistieron personalidades como Juan Campisteguy, jefe de Estado entre 1927 y 1931, quien supo servir la mesa durante los banquetes de domingo, en pleno ejercicio de su gestion.
Para ingresar al "Palacio Parvense", una casa de estilo neoclasico construida entre 1915 y 1917 y refaccionada recientemente, es necesario ungir los dedos en las aguas del "Rio Leteo", conservadas en dos fuentes de marmol.
Hasta ahi llegan los problemas de la vida cotidiana, los de "la Republica de al lado", porque aqui no se habla de politica, futbol, ni religion, para evitar las rinas. De lo demas se pude conversar. Ademas, se puede jugar naipes, hacer tremendos banquetes, tocar musica, cantar y disfrutar del arte. 

    
El reglamento tambien prohibe embriagarse.
"Aca tenes un refugio donde venis a compartir con otros, cuentos, anecdotas, en fin, funciona como un balsamo al alma", afirmo el "ciudadano" Pablo Rodriguez, de 61 anos, que se proclama embajador de "Parva Domus" en Estados Unidos, solo por viajar seguido ahi.
"Las costumbres fueron cambiando"
Desde sus origenes, la sociedad no acepto el ingreso de mujeres, algo que fue cuestionado.
Sin embargo, desde hace algunos anos y tras debates internos, esa exclusion solo se reserva para las llamadas "tenidas parvenses", las reuniones mas cerradas de los socios. En la actualidad se realizan actividades en "Parva Domus" en las que concurren las mujeres de los miembros y otras invitadas.
"Las costumbres fueron cambiando", reconocio Federico Helgue, jubilado de 61 anos y director artistico de la sociedad, quien lamento a su vez que los tiempos de reunion sean cada vez mas cortos y que ahora hayan menos socios --150, en comparacion a los 250 de tiempos atras.

Amante de la historia y musica antigua, Helgue sorprendio en un dia reciente en pleno museo de la entidad al interpretar la cancion Matinatta, compuesta en 1904 por Ruggero Leoncavallo para el gran tenor italiano Enrico Caruso.
"Uno tiene que procurar vivir y disfrutar e intentando mantener la esencia del grupo, pero con los tiempos modernos", dijo Helgue.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uruguay-parva-domus-republica-ficticia-5530eda537096d4434a70093362d42e5
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