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        Cambodian PM seeks to restore relations with Thailand
        Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet on Sunday praised newly appointed Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and sought to restore normal relations with Thailand.

      

      
        Japan PM Ishiba says he will resign
        TOKYO - Japan's Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said on Sunday he would step down after less than a year in power, during which he lost his majority in both houses of parliament.

      

      
        Bangkok kicks off global Chinese novel-writing competition
        Bangkok became the first stop of a global Chinese novel-writing competition, which officially launched on Sunday at Baan Dusit Thani. The event was co-organised by Singapore's Lianhe Zaobao newspaper and SPH Media, and brought together writers, publishers, and cultural leaders from across Southeast Asia.

      

      
        Thai driving licences get digital boost
        Drivers under 55 years old will be able to renew their driving licences online starting March next year, says a new ministerial regulation published in the Royal Gazette.

      

      
        Pheu Thai applies heat to govt weak spots
        The Pheu Thai Party has pledged to scrutinise the Bhumjaithai Party, especially the Khao Kradong land encroachment case and alleged Senate rigging cases, as it quickly asserts itself in opposition.

      

      
        Pope declares 'God's influencer' first millennial saint
        VATICAN CITY - Tens of thousands of people gathered at the Vatican on Sunday as Pope Leo XIV proclaimed the Catholic Church's first millennial saint, an Italian teenager dubbed "God's Influencer" for his efforts to spread the faith online.

      

      
        Two men arrested with 146kg of 'ice'
        NAKHON PHANOM: Police arrested two men for allegedly possessing 146 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine aka "ice" in this northeastern province early Sunday morning.

      

      
        Charter court to be asked to remove MP status of PM-elect, opposition leader Monday
        House Speaker Wanmuhamadnoor Matha has approved a petition by some 60 MPs calling on the Constitutional Court to rule on whether Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul and People's Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut should lose their parliamentary status over a controversial political agreement.

      

      
        PM Anutin promises to have capable ministers, dissolve House in 4 months
        Thailand's newly-appointed Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Sunday promised to dissolve the House in four months and have capable ministers for efficient work within the limited tenure.

      

      
        Russian strikes across Ukraine kill at least 4: authorities
        KYIV (UKRAINE) - Russian strikes across Ukraine overnight killed at least four people and wounded dozens more, authorities announced, as officials said a government building in the capital Kyiv was on fire after the attack.
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                                Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet on Sunday praised newly appointed Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and sought to restore normal relations with Thailand.
In his letter to congratulate Mr Anutin for his appointment as Thai prime minister, Hun Manet wrote "Your resounding victory is a reflection of the strong confidence in your leadership. It is my belief that under Your Excellency's wise and capable leadership, the Kingdom of Thailand will achieve greater progress."

The Cambodian prime minister mentioned Thailand and Cambodia's status as neighbouring countries and Asean member states. "Therefore, it is my sincere hope that with our shared commitment to building cordial ties and good cooperation, our peoples will enjoy prosperity and thrive in harmony and joy," Hun Manet wrote.

"With this spirit, I look forward to working closely with you to restore the relations between Cambodia and Thailand to normalcy, rebuild mutual trust, and transform the shared border between our two Kingdoms into one of peace, cooperation, development, and shared prosperity," the Cambodian prime minister wrote.

According to Thai authorities, aerial photos taken this year showed Cambodian forces started to enter the Chong Bok area of Thailand's Ubon Ratchathani province on April 20, and as of May 24 were using heavy machinery to cut trees, dig a long trench, set up a military base and build a concrete road four to six metres wide.

The construction violated a 2000 memorandum of understanding between Thailand and Cambodia on joint use and patrolling in disputed areas, and on keeping those environments intact.

The Thai military had repeatedly protested against the incursion but to no avail. The military incursion by Cambodia and its disregard for written Thai protests led to the skirmish on May 28.

Cambodian troops also laid anti-personnel landmines on Thai soil along the border. Since July 16, six Thai soldiers have each lost a leg after stepping on Cambodian landmines in Thai territory along the border.

The second landmine explosion on July 23 prompted Thailand to close crossings with Cambodia in the Northeast on July 24, and that was when Cambodia started rocket attacks on Thai soil including those fatally hitting Thai communities far from the border.

On Sunday Prime Minister Anutin vowed to pursue peaceful solutions with Cambodia to minimise losses on both sides, but stressed Thailand would not concede "a single square centimetre" of its territory.
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                                TOKYO - Japan's Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba said on Sunday he would step down after less than a year in power, during which he lost his majority in both houses of parliament.
The announcement means fresh uncertainty for the world's fourth-largest economy as it battles rising food prices and deals with the fallout of US tariffs on its vital auto sector.

Ishiba told a news conference that the long-dominant Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) should prepare for a leadership election, and he would stay in position until then.

"Now that negotiations on US tariff measures have reached a conclusion, I believe this is the appropriate moment," he said.

"I have decided to step aside and make way for the next generation," said the 68-year-old.

US President Donald Trump signed an order on Thursday to lower tariffs on Japanese autos, with Washington finally moving to implement a trade pact negotiated with Tokyo in July.

However, although Japanese autos will now face a 15 percent tariff instead of the current 27.5 percent, the levy will still cause significant pain in the crucial industry.

Seen as a safe pair of hands, Ishiba took the helm of the LDP in September 2024 and became the 10th man in the party to serve as prime minister since 2000.

"We have switched prime ministers many times," said 25-year-old Yuri Okubo, speaking from a Tokyo park on a hot afternoon.

"I'm worried that no matter who the new prime minister will be, nothing will change."

- Mounting resignation calls -

Opponents of Ishiba had been calling for him to step down to take responsibility for dire election results, following the party's poor performance in an upper chamber vote in July.

Lower house elections in October 2024 saw the LDP suffer its worst result in 15 years.

Media reports said earlier that Ishiba wanted to avoid a split in the party and that he was unable to withstand the mounting calls for his resignation.

The farm minister and a former prime minister reportedly met with Ishiba on Saturday night to urge him to resign voluntarily.

Four senior LDP officials, including the party's number two Hiroshi Moriyama, offered to resign last week.

Ishiba's term as party leader was supposed to end in September 2027.

"While striving to accommodate many people and foster harmony, my sincere efforts resulted in losing my particular path," Ishiba said, adding he would not run in the leadership race.

His most prominent rival, hardline nationalist Sanae Takaichi, was the runner-up in the last leadership election and all but said on Tuesday that she would seek a contest.

A Nikkei survey held at the end of August put Takaichi as the most "fitting" successor to Ishiba, followed by farm minister Shinjiro Koizumi, but 52 percent of respondents said a leadership contest was unnecessary.

After the July election, social media users called for the moderate Ishiba to remain in power under the hashtag "#Ishiba Don't quit".

The LDP has governed almost continuously since 1955, but voters have been deserting the party, including towards fringe groups such as the populist Sanseito.

Factors include rising prices, notably for rice, falling living standards, and anger at corruption scandals within the LDP.

Ishiba, a diligent career politician, was elected LDP leader last year on his fifth attempt, promising a "new Japan".

Both China and South Korea welcomed his appointment then, hoping for improved ties.
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                                Bangkok became the first stop of a global Chinese novel-writing competition, which officially launched on Sunday at Baan Dusit Thani. The event was co-organised by Singapore's Lianhe Zaobao newspaper and SPH Media, and brought together writers, publishers, and cultural leaders from across Southeast Asia.
The competition will also travel to Penang, Malaysia, and Nusa Island, Indonesia, after its debut in the Thai capital. More than 200 participants of all ages joined the Bangkok gathering, reflecting the rising interest in Chinese-language literature across the region.

The initiative was supported by Phinij Jarusombat, former Deputy Prime Minister and President of the Thai-Chinese Cultural Relationship Council (TCCRC), as well as senior representatives from China's cultural and media sectors.

The competition invites original Chinese-language novels from writers around the world, with the aim of inspiring young talent, promoting cross-cultural understanding, and creating a platform for literary exchange among countries along the Belt and Road Initiative.

A highlight of the Bangkok event was an offline sharing session with popular online novelist Huwei de Bi, whose work Dao Gui Yi Xian was recently selected by Universal Studios Singapore for its Halloween programme -- marking the first time an original Chinese IP was featured at an international theme park.

Also joining the dialogue was Singaporean author Sui Ting, who exchanged ideas on creativity and cultural storytelling with Huwei de Bi, underscoring the competition's goal of bridging communities through literature.
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                                Drivers under 55 years old will be able to renew their driving licences online starting March next year, says a new ministerial regulation published in the Royal Gazette.
The measure aims to reduce red tape and help motorists, taking effect from March 4, 2026.

"Drivers who are healthy will not experience significant changes in their ability to drive," said caretaker Transport Deputy Minister Surapong Piyachote. "This provision allows those under 55 to renew licences electronically without having to appear in person."

Drivers over 55 or those whose licences have lapsed for more than one year must still take tests, including reaction time and eyesight checks, at transport offices.

Applicants can submit renewal requests via the Department of Land Transport's website.
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                                The Pheu Thai Party has pledged to scrutinise the Bhumjaithai Party, especially the Khao Kradong land encroachment case and alleged Senate rigging cases, as it quickly asserts itself in opposition.
Khattiya Sawatdiphol, party-list MP and deputy spokeswoman for Pheu Thai, on Sunday addressed reporters following the vote for the 32nd prime minister. She congratulated the new government led by Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, but said Pheu Thai would take up its role as a parliamentary opposition, upholding democratic principles and holding the government accountable.

"We are ready to begin immediately and will ensure that major issues addressed under Pheu Thai will not be ignored," Ms Khattiya said.

She highlighted two priorities: pursuing legal action over the Khao Kradong land encroachment in Buri Ram and scrutinising collusion in Senate election. "Both are significant public concerns. We will monitor every step to see how the new government handles them," she added.

She said any attempt to interfere with the justice system, manipulate evidence or delay cases would be met with full parliamentary scrutiny. Pheu Thai MPs are prepared to propose a no-confidence debate against the prime minister should interference be detected, even before the four-month period stipulated under the agreement Bhumjaithai made with the People's Party to dissolve parliament and call an election.

She also questioned the stability of the Bhumjaithai-led coalition, noting its formation relied heavily on support from other parties rather than a broad parliamentary mandate. "This government is structurally different from when Pheu Thai led in 2023. The reliance on conservative alliances raises questions about governance effectiveness," she said.

She urged all opposition parties, particularly the People's Party, to hold the government to account.

The People's Party, legally barred from putting up a leadership candidate of its own, supported Mr Anutin in the PM vote to ensure he calls an election in four months and initiates charter reform. However, it is remaining in opposition as Mr Anutin does his job.
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                                VATICAN CITY - Tens of thousands of people gathered at the Vatican on Sunday as Pope Leo XIV proclaimed the Catholic Church's first millennial saint, an Italian teenager dubbed "God's Influencer" for his efforts to spread the faith online.
London-born Carlo Acutis, who died of leukaemia in 2006 at the age of 15, was canonised in a solemn ceremony in St Peter's Square, with his family watching on.

Many young people were among the crowd, which the Vatican estimated at about 80,000.

"He was able to combine his everyday life -- school, football and his passion for IT and computers -- with an unshakeable faith," said Filippo Bellaviti, 17.

He told AFP the atmosphere was "beautiful", adding: "Seeing people from so many parts of the world, you can see the affection for Carlo for what he's done."

Pier Giorgio Frassati, an Italian mountaineering enthusiast who died of polio aged 24 in 1925, was also made a saint on Sunday.

Tapestries showing images of both young men were displayed on the facade of St. Peter's Basilica.

"Saints Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis are an invitation to all of us, especially young people, not to squander our lives, but to direct them upwards and make them masterpieces," Pope Leo said in his homily.

"Even when illness struck them and cut short their young lives, not even this stopped them nor prevented them from loving, offering themselves to God," he said.

- Modern saint -

The canonisation of the so-called "cyber-apostle" has sparked interest across the globe, as his is not the traditional image of a Catholic saint.

His preserved body, which lies in a glass-walled tomb in the Italian town of Assisi, is starkly modern, dressed in jeans and a pair of Nike trainers.

Acutis's mother, Antonia Salzano, said her son was proof that "we are all called to be saints... everyone is special".

She attended the canonisation mass with her family, including the teen's two siblings born after his death. His brother Michele gave a reading.

Almost a million pilgrims visited Acutis's tomb in Assisi last year, according to the diocese.

Initially set for April but postponed following the death of Pope Francis, Sunday's canonisation was the first for US-born Pope Leo.

"I'm happy to see so many young people!" he remarked ahead of the mass.

Among the crowd was Eleanor Hauser, 15, on a school trip to Italy from the US state of North Carolina. She said she had been told about Acutis by her Catholic grandmother.

"It shows that you can do so much even when you're young, you can make an impact on the world no matter how old you are," she said.

- 'Exemplary life' -

Acutis, born in London in 1991 to Italian parents, had an ardent faith, though his parents were not particularly devout.

He grew up in the northern city of Milan, where he attended mass daily and had a reputation for kindness to bullied children and homeless people, bringing the latter food and sleeping bags.

A fan of computer games, Acutis taught himself basic coding and used it to document miracles and other elements of the Catholic faith online.

Canonisation is the result of a long and meticulous process, involving an investigation by the Vatican and specialists who assess whether the obligatory two miracles have taken place.

The first miracle attributed to Acutis was the healing of a Brazilian child suffering from a rare pancreatic malformation.

The second was the recovery of a Costa Rican student seriously injured in an accident.

In both cases, relatives had prayed for help from the teenager, who was beatified in 2020 by Pope Francis.

Frassati, who was also raised to sainthood Sunday, was held up by the Church as a model of charity.

An engineering student who made it his mission to serve the poor and sick of his city, he was beatified by John Paul II in 1990.

The Vatican recognised the necessary second miracle to put him on the path to sainthood in 2024, with the unexplained healing of a young American man in a coma.
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                                NAKHON PHANOM: Police arrested two men for allegedly possessing 146 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine aka "ice" in this northeastern province early Sunday morning.
Phanomporn Khemma, a 40-year-old native of Bung Kan province, and Ekapol Seeyangnok, 36, from Nong Khai, were arrested with the narcotics in 146 packs contained in six sacks placed inside a car parked in front of their hotel room in tambon Phai Lom of Ban Phaeng district at 2.30am Sunday.

Pol Col Sompop Kongsombat, an investigative chief of Provincial Police Region 4, said the two suspects accepted the illicit drug from a Lao man identified only as Joe. They then smuggled it into Bung Khong Long district of Bung Kan and travelled on to Ban Phaeng district of Nakhon Phanom.

Both were arrested before bringing the narcotics to Khon Kaen province, the officer said.

Pol Col Sompop said Phanomporn had been prosecuted in two drug cases in Nakhon Phanom and Ekapol had completed a jail term in Nong Khai two months before the arrest on Sunday.
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                                House Speaker Wanmuhamadnoor Matha has approved a petition by some 60 MPs calling on the Constitutional Court to rule on whether Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul and People's Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut should lose their parliamentary status over a controversial political agreement.
The petition, signed by more than one-tenth of the House -- mainly MPs from the Pheu Thai Party and the Prachachat Party -- alleges that the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed between Mr Anutin's Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) and Mr Natthapong's People's Party (PP) in exchange for votes in Friday's prime ministerial election violates both the constitution and the organic law governing political parties.

Mr Wan ordered on Friday evening that the petition be forwarded to the Constitutional Court on Monday, according to sources.

According to the petition, the five key conditions imposed in the MOA effectively placed MPs from the BJT, the PP, and future coalition parties under the control of the PP, undermining their independence. It claims the deal served the political interests of the PP rather than the public interest.

Examples cited include the requirement that the new prime minister dissolve the House within four months, despite its current term ending in May 2027, and a clause preventing BJT from seeking to form a majority government -- a move that contravenes democratic principles that require governments to normally command a majority in parliament for stability and effective national administration.

The petition says the BJT-PP agreement was a quid pro quo to secure Mr Anutin's appointment as Thailand's 32nd prime minister, breaching Section 46 of the organic law on political parties. The deal also allowed the PP to exert influence over BJT and its MPs, depriving them of independence, in contravention of Sections 28 and 29 of the same law.

If BJT is to form a government and comply with the PP's terms, the petition argues, this could be construed as the PP, through its MPs, interfering in the cabinet's performance of its duties and state agencies for its own benefit. Key undertakings -- such as dissolving parliament for a new election or holding a referendum to draft a new constitution -- would require budgetary resources and be dictated by the PP's conditions.

On these grounds, the MPs accused Mr Anutin, Mr Natthapong, and the MPs of both parties of violating Sections 185 (1) and (2) of the constitution, which would sequentially terminate their MP status under Section 101 (7).

The Constitutional Court will decide whether to accept the case.
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                                Thailand's newly-appointed Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Sunday promised to dissolve the House in four months and have capable ministers for efficient work within the limited tenure.
Mr Anutin made the promise at the headquarters of his Bhumjaithai Party in Bangkok on Sunday after receiving a royal command for his appointment as the new prime minister.

He expressed gratitude towards the opposition-core People's Party for backing him as prime minister on the condition that he dissolve the House of Representatives within four months of presenting his policy platform in parliament.

On Sunday, he confirmed he would honour this promise, adding that he would appoint only highly capable cabinet ministers able to work efficiently within the government's limited tenure.

"I will dissolve the House within four months as agreed. My cabinet ministers and I will work without a holiday. There will be no time for relaxation with families," Mr Anutin said.

Given the short lifespan of his administration, he stressed he would carefully select cabinet members, as there would be no time for a probation period.

He also emphasised that his government was not formed through political favours.
"My premiership does not exist because of any favour from anyone. I am in this position through the mandate of the people, expressed by their representatives. I am here to return that favour to the people," the newly appointed prime minister said.

Mr Anutin outlined four key priorities for his government: the economy, conflict with Cambodia, natural disasters, and social problems.

On the economy, he pledged to cut household expenses, reduce living, energy and transport costs, tackle debt, and raise incomes for individuals, businesses, and communities.

On border security, he vowed to pursue peaceful solutions with Cambodia to minimise losses on both sides, but stressed Thailand would not concede "a single square centimetre" of its territory. He also promised swift compensation for Thai families in border provinces affected by clashes.

On natural disasters, he said his government would advance warning systems and strengthen compensation and rehabilitation schemes, building on projects he initiated as interior minister.

On social threats, he promised to confront narcotics, human trafficking, scams, and both physical and online gambling.

Finally, he affirmed that his government would not interfere in the justice system. He apparently referred to the legal proceedings which were already underway in the Khao Kradong land dispute and the allegedly rigged Senate election, where some observers suspect links to members of his Bhumjaithai Party.
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                                KYIV (UKRAINE) - Russian strikes across Ukraine overnight killed at least four people and wounded dozens more, authorities announced, as officials said a government building in the capital Kyiv was on fire after the attack.
The State Emergency Service said the strikes damaged several high-rise buildings in Kyiv, posting photos on Telegram of firefighters battling a blaze on an elevated floor.

The service said at least two people had been killed and 18 had been wounded in the attack.

Ukraine's cabinet of ministers building, the seat of the government in Kyiv, was damaged in the strike, Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko.

"The roof and upper floors were damaged due to an enemy attack. Rescuers are extinguishing the fire," she posted on Telegram.

An AFP reporter saw smoke rising from the roof of the building, and helicopters were flying over the building, dropping what appeared to be buckets of water on the roof.

Ukrainian authorities had declared a nationwide air alert at 6:06 am (0306 GMT).

Russian drone attacks in Dnipropetrovsk also killed a 54-year-old man and left several others wounded, the central region's military administration said.

Another strike in the northeastern Sumy region killed one person and wounded several more, local authorities said late on Saturday.

"Following an enemy attack on the outskirts of the town of Putyvyl, one person has died, and there are people injured," including a nine-year-old child, regional military governor Oleg Grygorov said on Telegram.

A Russian drone attack on Saturday evening in Zaporizhzhia in the southeast wounded at least 15 people, four of whom were hospitalised, said Ivan Fedorov, head of the military administration in the region, which is partially occupied by Russia.

He published images of shattered residential buildings.

- Peace efforts stall -

The barrage came after two dozen countries, led by France and Britain, pledged Thursday to join a "reassurance" force to patrol any agreement to end the war, unleashed by Moscow's February 2022 invasion.

Kyiv says security guarantees, backed by Western troops, are crucial to any pace deal to ensure Russia does not invade again in the future.

However, Russian President Vladimir Putin has dismissed any Western forces in Ukraine as unacceptable and said they would be "legitimate" targets.

Efforts in recent weeks by US President Donald Trump to end the war have so far yielded little progress.

Russian forces occupy around 20% of Ukrainian territory in total.

Tens of thousands have been killed in three and a half years of fighting, which has forced millions from their homes and destroyed much of eastern and southern Ukraine in Europe's bloodiest conflict since World War II.
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        Charter court to be asked to remove MP status of PM-elect, opposition leader Monday
        House Speaker Wanmuhamadnoor Matha has approved a petition by some 60 MPs calling on the Constitutional Court to rule on whether Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul and People's Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut should lose their parliamentary status over a controversial political agreement.

      

      
        PM Anutin promises to have capable ministers, dissolve House in 4 months
        Thailand's newly-appointed Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Sunday promised to dissolve the House in four months and have capable ministers for efficient work within the limited tenure.

      

      
        Royal command appoints Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister of Thailand
        The House secretary-general announced a royal command appointing Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul as Thailand's prime minister at Bhumjaithai Party headquarters on Sunday morning.

      

      
        Most Thais want parliament dissolved immediately, charter change: poll
        A majority of Thais want parliament to be dissolved without waiting the four months set out in a political pact, and support constitutional change section by section rather than a full rewrite, according to an opinion survey released on Sunday.

      

      
        Berry company in Finland exploited dozens of Thai workers, court says
        A district court in Finland has sentenced Vernu Vasunta, CEO of berry company Kiantama, to three and a half years in prison for 62 counts of aggravated human trafficking involving dozens of Thai workers, reported Xinhua, quoting national broadcaster Yle.

      

      
        New Thai PM Anutin: No favours, no persecution
        Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul has vowed "no retaliation" against opponents as he pledged transparency and rule of law under his administration.

      

      
        Pheu Thai Party will be 'a force  to reckon with' in parliament
        The Pheu Thai Party is looking to move on after its loss in the prime ministerial election on Friday, pledging to work as a real opposition party that prioritises straightforward politics, Pheu Thai MP Anusorn Iamsa-ard says.

      

      
        'No change' in Cambodia peace effort
        A Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) meeting will kick off in Cambodia's Koh Kong province on Sunday following the agreement reached during the previous GBC meeting in Malaysia's Kuala Lumpur last month.

      

      
        Jail scenarios for former Thai PM Thaksin in hospital saga
        A legal expert has outlined scenarios suggesting former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra may face a prison term in the so-called "14th floor'' hospital case, if his royal pardon request is deemed to be fraudulent.

      

      
        New Thai PM Anutin unveils key cabinet picks
        Prime Minister-elect Anutin Charnvirakul on Saturday gave the public its first glimpse of three non-MPs who will take up top ministry positions in his cabinet.
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                  Charter court to be asked to remove MP status of PM-elect, opposition leader Monday                
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                                House Speaker Wanmuhamadnoor Matha has approved a petition by some 60 MPs calling on the Constitutional Court to rule on whether Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul and People's Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut should lose their parliamentary status over a controversial political agreement.
The petition, signed by more than one-tenth of the House -- mainly MPs from the Pheu Thai Party and the Prachachat Party -- alleges that the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed between Mr Anutin's Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) and Mr Natthapong's People's Party (PP) in exchange for votes in Friday's prime ministerial election violates both the constitution and the organic law governing political parties.

Mr Wan ordered on Friday evening that the petition be forwarded to the Constitutional Court on Monday, according to sources.

According to the petition, the five key conditions imposed in the MOA effectively placed MPs from the BJT, the PP, and future coalition parties under the control of the PP, undermining their independence. It claims the deal served the political interests of the PP rather than the public interest.

Examples cited include the requirement that the new prime minister dissolve the House within four months, despite its current term ending in May 2027, and a clause preventing BJT from seeking to form a majority government -- a move that contravenes democratic principles that require governments to normally command a majority in parliament for stability and effective national administration.

The petition says the BJT-PP agreement was a quid pro quo to secure Mr Anutin's appointment as Thailand's 32nd prime minister, breaching Section 46 of the organic law on political parties. The deal also allowed the PP to exert influence over BJT and its MPs, depriving them of independence, in contravention of Sections 28 and 29 of the same law.

If BJT is to form a government and comply with the PP's terms, the petition argues, this could be construed as the PP, through its MPs, interfering in the cabinet's performance of its duties and state agencies for its own benefit. Key undertakings -- such as dissolving parliament for a new election or holding a referendum to draft a new constitution -- would require budgetary resources and be dictated by the PP's conditions.

On these grounds, the MPs accused Mr Anutin, Mr Natthapong, and the MPs of both parties of violating Sections 185 (1) and (2) of the constitution, which would sequentially terminate their MP status under Section 101 (7).

The Constitutional Court will decide whether to accept the case.
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                  PM Anutin promises to have capable ministers, dissolve House in 4 months                
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                                Thailand's newly-appointed Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Sunday promised to dissolve the House in four months and have capable ministers for efficient work within the limited tenure.
Mr Anutin made the promise at the headquarters of his Bhumjaithai Party in Bangkok on Sunday after receiving a royal command for his appointment as the new prime minister.

He expressed gratitude towards the opposition-core People's Party for backing him as prime minister on the condition that he dissolve the House of Representatives within four months of presenting his policy platform in parliament.

On Sunday, he confirmed he would honour this promise, adding that he would appoint only highly capable cabinet ministers able to work efficiently within the government's limited tenure.

"I will dissolve the House within four months as agreed. My cabinet ministers and I will work without a holiday. There will be no time for relaxation with families," Mr Anutin said.

Given the short lifespan of his administration, he stressed he would carefully select cabinet members, as there would be no time for a probation period.

He also emphasised that his government was not formed through political favours.
"My premiership does not exist because of any favour from anyone. I am in this position through the mandate of the people, expressed by their representatives. I am here to return that favour to the people," the newly appointed prime minister said.

Mr Anutin outlined four key priorities for his government: the economy, conflict with Cambodia, natural disasters, and social problems.

On the economy, he pledged to cut household expenses, reduce living, energy and transport costs, tackle debt, and raise incomes for individuals, businesses, and communities.

On border security, he vowed to pursue peaceful solutions with Cambodia to minimise losses on both sides, but stressed Thailand would not concede "a single square centimetre" of its territory. He also promised swift compensation for Thai families in border provinces affected by clashes.

On natural disasters, he said his government would advance warning systems and strengthen compensation and rehabilitation schemes, building on projects he initiated as interior minister.

On social threats, he promised to confront narcotics, human trafficking, scams, and both physical and online gambling.

Finally, he affirmed that his government would not interfere in the justice system. He apparently referred to the legal proceedings which were already underway in the Khao Kradong land dispute and the allegedly rigged Senate election, where some observers suspect links to members of his Bhumjaithai Party.
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                                The House secretary-general announced a royal command appointing Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul as Thailand's prime minister at Bhumjaithai Party headquarters on Sunday morning.
House secretary-general Arpath Sukhanant brought the royal command to the party's headquarters in Bangkok at 11.33am. Then the secretary-general announced the royal command, which referred to the removal of Paetongtarn Shinawatra as prime minister and the House's majority vote to support Mr Anutin as the new prime minister.

The appointment of Mr Anutin as the 32nd prime minister of Thailand took immediate effect. The royal command was countersigned by House Speaker Wanmuhamadnoor Matha.

Mr Anutin then ceremonially accepted the royal command and said it was a limitless blessing and honour for him and his family.

He promised to perform as prime minister to the best of his ability, with honesty and righteousness for the benefit of Thai people and the stability of Thailand.

Mr Anutin's Bhumjaithai Party withdrew from the coalition government of Ms Paetongtarn after her leaked phone conversation with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen. It joined the opposition led by the People's Party.

On Friday last week, Mr Anutin received support from his potential coalition partners and factions and the 2023 election-winning People's Party in the House vote for his premiership.

The People's Party threw its support to Mr Anutin on the condition that he would dissolve the House in four months after announcing his policy platform in parliament and pave the way for a new charter, among several conditions.

The People's Party, which led the opposition, did not join Mr Anutin's coalition government.
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                  Most Thais want parliament dissolved immediately, charter change: poll                
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                                A majority of Thais want parliament to be dissolved without waiting the four months set out in a political pact, and support constitutional change section by section rather than a full rewrite, according to an opinion survey released on Sunday.
The National Institute of Development Administration (Nida) conducted a telephone poll on 1,310 respondents nationwide between Sept 4-5 to gauge views on the planned charter amendment and parliamentary dissolution.

When asked about proposals to dissolve the House of Representatives within four months, 59.24% said parliament should be dissolved as soon as possible. A further 27.17% supported the four-month timeline, while 9.54% preferred waiting until the current House completes its term in 2027. Another 2.52% suggested dissolution within six months, 0.92% within a year, and 0.61% did not know or were not interested.

Under a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed by prime minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul and the People's Party to secure parliamentary backing on Friday, Mr Anutin must dissolve parliament within four months to hold a general election and a referendum on constitutional amendment.

On the issue of charter change, 37.56% of respondents said they strongly supported amendments, 21.76% said they somewhat supported them, 28.17% opposed any change, 9.99% were "not very supportive", and 2.52% did not know or were not interested.

Among the 777 respondents who wanted constitutional change, 74.39% favoured amendments section by section, while 24.71% preferred a complete rewrite. Only 0.90% gave no opinion.

Meanwhile, in a separate survey conducted by Suan Dusit Poll between Sept 2-5 on 1,191 respondents, the most urgent task Thais want the new prime minister to prioritise is tackling the cost of living and livelihood problems, cited by 68.26% of respondents.

Confidence that Thailand's 32nd prime minister will be able to solve the country's problems was rated at a moderate level by 56.09%.

In addition, 76.66% of respondents agreed with the idea of the new government dissolving parliament within four months to pave the way for a fresh election.

When asked what message they would most like to convey to the new prime minister, 53.81% urged him to give top priority to the nation's economic challenges.
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                                A district court in Finland has sentenced Vernu Vasunta, CEO of berry company Kiantama, to three and a half years in prison for 62 counts of aggravated human trafficking involving dozens of Thai workers, reported Xinhua, quoting national broadcaster Yle.
Website dailyfinland.fi, which ran a write-up of the report, said Vernu's associate, Thai national Kalyakorn Phongphit, received a three-year sentence for the charges.

Together with the two defendants, Kiantama, one of Finland's largest berry companies, was ordered to pay over EU600,000 (22.5 million baht) in compensation to the workers, along with legal and trial costs.

Thai berry pickers recruited for the 2022 harvest were misled about their income prospects and living conditions, the court said.

Once in Finland, they faced exploitative arrangements amounting to forced labour. Each picker collected 2,400-4,000kg of berries during a 10-week season, but most earned only a few hundred euros after deductions for travel, food, accommodation and vehicles.

The ruling noted that workers' passports were often collected by camp supervisors, while many had signed debt agreements before arrival, leaving them dependent on the company. They were also not informed of their right to sell berries independently.

The defendants' lawyers said they intend to appeal. The unanimous verdict has also renewed scrutiny of Finland's seasonal labour system and the vulnerability of foreign workers in the berry industry, said Yle.

The situation of foreign berry pickers has long drawn public concern in Finland. After years of scandals and police investigations that resulted in trafficking charges against berry companies, reforms were introduced in 2024 requiring foreign workers to receive formal employment contracts and salaries.

In 2022, the Finnish Supreme Court sentenced a berry company owner to one year and 10 months in prison in one of the country's first trafficking cases against berry purchasers.
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                  New Thai PM Anutin: No favours, no persecution                

                New PM promises swift action
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                                Prime Minister-designate Anutin Charnvirakul has vowed "no retaliation" against opponents as he pledged transparency and rule of law under his administration.
Mr Anutin was speaking late on Friday after securing parliamentary support to become Thailand's 32nd prime minister. He thanked MPs, including those from the opposition People's Party (PP) and others who voted for or against him, stressing the need for unity in moving the country forward.

"I want everything to end on good terms so we can work together for the people and the nation. If we unite, we can achieve the goals and recover opportunities we have lost," Mr Anutin said.

When asked about his first priorities as prime minister, Mr Anutin declined to reveal details but pledged quick action.

Addressing opposition concerns over the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) -- signed with the PP in exchange for the party's vote in the prime ministerial election in parliament -- particularly clause 4, which binds him not to seek a majority government before dissolving parliament within four months, Mr Anutin said: "Everything was agreed upon with good intentions. Let's not provoke more conflict. I am known for avoiding disputes and reconciling former rivals, and I want to keep that quality.

"I will not take revenge. We must enforce the law fairly -- no favours, no persecution," he said.

On Tuesday's Supreme Court ruling in the "14th floor" trial involving former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, the formation of a cabinet and the "Khao Kradong" land dispute in which his Bhumjaithai Party is embroiled, Mr Anutin said the law will decide the outcomes.

Responding to claims the Khao Kradong land case might disappear forever under his leadership, Mr Anutin asserted: "Whatever belongs to the state must remain with the state. Everything will be handled legally, transparently and free from political manipulation."

At Government House, caretaker Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said the outgoing Pheu Thai-led government has "fulfilled its duty as entrusted by the people, and once the new cabinet is sworn in and delivers its policy statement, will step aside immediately".
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                  Pheu Thai Party will be 'a force  to reckon with' in parliament                
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                                The Pheu Thai Party is looking to move on after its loss in the prime ministerial election on Friday, pledging to work as a real opposition party that prioritises straightforward politics, Pheu Thai MP Anusorn Iamsa-ard says.
Pheu Thai candidate Chaikasem Nitisiri lost to Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul in a vote in the House on Friday.

The vote was held after the Constitutional Court earlier removed Pheu Thai's Paetongtarn Shinawatra as prime minister for ethical misconduct.

Mr Anusorn on Saturday addressed this loss, saying: "The Pheu Thai Party is strongly pledging the party will work as a real opposition party that is powerful, strong and will not compromise with any wrongdoing [in government].

"The party knows very well that a real democracy cannot exist if it has no brave and fearless opposition party [in parliament]."

Mr Anusorn said Pheu Thai is ready to apply scrutiny to government policies and decisions while protecting the nation's interest.

"The Pheu Thai Party will work as an eye that inspects the government at every step," he said. "The party is ready to oppose any actions that do not benefit the public. We will use facts and information to counter arguments."

Meanwhile, Ms Paetongtarn, who remains party leader, said on Facebook the party would do its best to check government authority.

"From now on, Pheu Thai will work its best as an opposition party to protect the parliamentary system democratically," said Ms Paetongtarn.

She said the party will prioritise the needs of Thai citizens with dedication. "I would like to thank everyone for the support," she said.

"As we know well, the patient needs to make a stand now," she added. "The party pledges to overcome the current situation together and return with a selfless vision."
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                  'No change' in Cambodia peace effort                

                GBC will continue to seek consensus
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                                A Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC) meeting will kick off in Cambodia's Koh Kong province on Sunday following the agreement reached during the previous GBC meeting in Malaysia's Kuala Lumpur last month.
Government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said the four-day GBC gathering will be held until Wednesday and comes amid reports of a general easing in tensions along the border, despite flare-ups in Sa Kaeo province. The Aug 7 event required a follow-up within a month.

"The meeting will discuss progress while addressing the border tension, with the intention of returning the situation to normal as soon as possible," said Mr Jirayu.

Despite the change in the internal political scene, Mr Jirayu said: "Every sector has pledged to coordinate, while the government is set to allocate a budget to compensate those who were injured or affected by the border attack, the families of those who died, and also military personnel who served at the border."

As of now, the Ad Hoc Centre for the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation has reported the situation in 11 locations has returned to a state of normality, although Thai troops remain stationed around the clock.

However, reports have emerged that Cambodia is still using drones in the border areas and was found using sacks and logs to strengthen its troops' shelter arrangements, Mr Jirayu added.

Mr Jirayu also reported the Foreign Affairs Ministry had responded to Cambodian allegations that Thailand had created turmoil in the Nong Chan area of Sa Kaeo.

Meanwhile, deputy government spokeswoman Sasikarn Watthanachan said the government has assisted with home repairs to 701 of 885 houses damaged by the border attack in seven border provinces, a 79.21% progress rate.

Ms Sasikarn also reported the Department of Disasters Protection and Mitigation (DDPM) had now provided a total of more than 90 million baht of financial compensation to residents affected by the attack.

Provincial administrators had also acquired a total of 201 million baht for disaster relief, of which 198 million baht has been awarded to victims of the conflict, said Ms Sasikarn.

Meanwhile, People's Party MP Rangsiman Rome, chairman of the House Committee on National Security, Border Affairs, National Strategy and Reform, said he will propose that Prime Minister-elect Anutin Charnvirakul file a complaint with the International Criminal Court (ICC) against Cambodia regarding ongoing tensions.

He is also set to propose that Mr Anutin work on curtailing call-centre scams issue as soon as he assumes the position.

Mr Rangsiman said the proposal would stipulate the government would not provide any resources to Cambodia.

						

							
						

              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3099981/no-change-in-cambodia-peace-effort



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Jail scenarios for former Thai PM Thaksin in hospital saga                

                Thaksin's overseas trip a wild card factor for ruling, experts say
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                                A legal expert has outlined scenarios suggesting former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra may face a prison term in the so-called "14th floor'' hospital case, if his royal pardon request is deemed to be fraudulent.
On Tuesday, the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions is set to rule on a high-profile case involving Thaksin's six-month stay on the 14th floor of the Police General Hospital (PGH), where he served his prison sentence in a premium ward.

The case has stirred public criticism, with many alleging Thaksin feigned or exaggerated illness to avoid being incarcerated in a regular prison facility. Thaksin, 76, returned to the country on Aug 22, 2023, after more than 15 years of self-exile abroad.

He was sentenced to eight years in prison in three cases -- later reduced to one year by royal clemency -- for abuse of authority and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006.

On Aug 22, his first night in custody, the Department of Corrections, citing his serious health issues, transferred Thaksin to the PGH, where he remained until he was granted parole in February last year, a move which prompted public questions over whether he had received special treatment.

Speculation is now mounting over whether Thaksin will return to Thailand to hear the court's ruling on Tuesday, after his sudden diversion from Singapore to Dubai reignited criticism and suspicion among political opponents and commentators.

Thaksin, who left Thailand Thursday evening, claimed he was travelling for medical treatment in Singapore. He later announced via social media that his flight had been rerouted to Dubai because of delays at Thai immigration and the closing hours of Singapore's Seletar Airport. He insisted he intends to return on Monday ahead of the ruling.

Possible scenarios

Jade Donavanik, a legal scholar and president of the College of Asian Scholars' Faculty of Law, told the Bangkok Post there are several plausible scenarios. The first is the court may determine the sentence has already been enforced. If so, the case would be considered closed.

However, Mr Jade noted that if the court finds the sentence was not properly enforced, the focus will shift to what extent Thaksin's sentence remains unserved. "It could be one full year, six months, or some other duration -- this will depend on the court's interpretation," he said.

A critical issue, Mr Jade said, is whether Thaksin's sentence was not enforced due to fraudulent claims made in his petition for royal clemency.

"If the court views that Thaksin provided false information in his petition for royal pardon and the royal command is subsequently revoked, the original eight-year sentence could be reinstated," he said. "In that case, anything remains possible.

"I believe Thaksin's sentence has not been enforced. If the court agrees, he will need to serve at least one year -- the reduced term," Mr Jade said. "Whether the pardon can be revoked is a matter of royal discretion."

He said that if Thaksin is ordered to return to prison, he will no longer be able to manoeuvre for leniency or serve his sentence at home or in hospital. "Exemptions like sentence suspension or alternative custody are typically allowed only for extreme old age, but Thaksin no longer qualifies under other criteria. He appears healthy and capable of travelling internationally. There's no longer any indication of serious illness."

[image: Jade: Royal petition scrutiny]
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Repercussions

Mr Jade said that if the court rules Thaksin's sentence was not properly enforced, the civil servants involved -- including the hospital director, doctors, and nurses involved -- could also face legal consequences.

He said criminal liability would apply according to each individual's role and level of involvement. The primary charges would likely fall under Section 157 of the Criminal Code, relating to dereliction of duty or misconduct in office. Additional charges would depend on a case-by-case review of each person's responsibilities and actions.

As for the political impact, Mr Jade believes the ruling is unlikely to directly affect the broader political landscape. However, it could shake up the Pheu Thai Party. If Thaksin -- seen as the party's spiritual leader -- is ordered back to prison, especially on the grounds of submitting false information in his royal pardon request leading to its revocation, the fallout could be substantial for the party's image and internal cohesion.

Slim chances

Wanwichit Boonprong, a lecturer at Rangsit University's faculty of political science, said the likelihood of Thaksin escaping the so-called "14th floor case" is very slim.

While those who assisted him -- including corrections officers, doctors, and nurses -- are clearly at fault, the key issue for Thaksin is whether he will be required to return to prison.

"The real question," he said, "is whether the sentence will be enforced and whether Thaksin must go back to jail." He said initial wrongdoing involved conflicting accounts from officials in the Department of Corrections, as well as medical personnel, which ultimately did not support Thaksin's case.

These inconsistencies have made the court's review noteworthy, especially considering Thaksin's sentence had been reduced to one year through a royal pardon.

The question now is whether that sentence has, in fact, been properly served. "I believe there is a high chance the court ruling will not favour Thaksin," Mr Wanwichit said. "If the court finds wrongdoing, it's possible that he will be ordered to serve the remainder of his sentence in prison."

Mr Wanwichit added that if Thaksin personally appears in court on the day the verdict is handed down, it would reflect Thaksin's mental resolve and a willingness to accept the outcome.

"It would mean he's ready to surrender, to bring closure -- no more legal fights," he said. Such a gesture could earn him sympathy or renewed support from those who still admire him or remain loyal to the Pheu Thai Party. As for state officials involved in the case, Mr Wanwichit noted that if they are found guilty, they will face criminal penalties -- primarily imprisonment.

[image: Wanwichit: Escape from case unlikely]
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                Incoming PM vows to 'hit the ground running'
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                                Prime Minister-elect Anutin Charnvirakul on Saturday gave the public its first glimpse of three non-MPs who will take up top ministry positions in his cabinet.
The line-up assembled at Bhumjaithai Party headquarters comprised Sihasak Phuangketkeow, former permanent secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and former ambassador to the United Kingdom; Ekniti Nitithanprapas, director-general of the Treasury Department; and Auttapol Rerkpiboon, former CEO of PTT Public Company Limited.

Mr Anutin confirmed Mr Sihasak is expected to take the role of minister of foreign affairs, given his international experience and recognition abroad.

Mr Ekniti, meanwhile, is tipped to become finance minister, responsible for formulating economic stimulus measures -- including a possible revival of the popular "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme by the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration.

Mr Auttapol is expected to be nominated as energy minister, a role observers say he can assume immediately due to his deep industry knowledge.

Mr Anutin introduced each individual to the press and discussed their likely ministerial roles.

He said his selections were based on expertise, experience and proven dedication, and that once all appointees have confirmed, speculation over cabinet positions can cease, allowing the team to prepare for their new jobs and coordinate.

"We don't have much time. Once we are sworn in, we want to hit the ground running," he said.

Mr Anutin also confirmed that additional non-MP ministers will be introduced in due course, as part of his government's broader structure. However, appointments for the Ministries of Finance and Foreign Affairs have already been finalised, he said.

When asked about the likelihood of short-term economic stimulus measure from the Finance Ministry, Mr Anutin said he was confident in his incoming ministers' capabilities at both the macro and microeconomic levels.

He said Mr Ekniti has spent his entire career within the ministry and brings extensive experience from both domestic and international postings.

"[Mr Ekniti] is well-qualified and fully equipped to coordinate with civil service counterparts and ensure continuity in policymaking," Mr Anutin said.

On the question of reviving the Khon La Khrueng co-payment programme, Mr Anutin said: "Anything is possible if it is beneficial and reflects the will of the people.

"We are not the kind of government that dismisses good ideas just because they weren't ours. We won't allow the public to suffer for the sake of political point-scoring," he said.

Regarding the Thai-Cambodian border dispute and the need to revise two problematic MoUs with Cambodia, Mr Anutin said the expected appointment of Mr Sihasak as foreign affairs minister should help. He stressed the need for someone with deep experience and international recognition to swiftly solve sensitive diplomatic matters.

Asked how long it would take to finalise the government lineup, with some picking it could be wrapped up in a couple of days, Mr Anutin said the process would be completed as swiftly as possible, while keeping in mind the necessary political procedures and legal considerations.

Santi Promphat, deputy leader of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), also joined the meeting.

Mr Santi is anticipated to serve as both deputy prime minister and public health minister, bringing cross-party representation into the economic leadership team. He said the PPRP had been alloted four ministerial positions -- two full ministerial posts and two deputy minister positions. However, discussions are still ongoing regarding which ministries the party will oversee, he said.

Asked whether the Ministry of Defence falls under PPRP's quota, Mr Santi said negotiations are still in progress. Regarding whether Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, PPRP leader, will take up a ministerial position in the new cabinet, Mr Santi said: "That's still a matter for further discussion."

When asked whether the defence minister should be a military officer, Mr Anutin said the appointee must be someone with professional competence and expertise in the field.

"What matters is capability -- the individual must be qualified for the role," he said.
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                  Co-payment stimulus 'likely to be revived'                

                Bhumjaithai says programme first used during pandemic is more effective than digital wallet
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                                The Bhumjaithai Party has confirmed that it is considering reviving the government's "Khon La Khrueng" (Let's Go Halves) co-payment scheme as part of efforts to stimulate Thailand's slowing economy.
Deputy leader Siripong Angkasakulkiat told reporters on Saturday that discussions about the plan are already under way within the party's executive committee and policy teams as they prepare to take the reins of government.

The revived version of the scheme could offer greater benefits than its predecessors, he added.

Comparing the proposed co-payment revival with the digital wallet promoted by the outgoing Pheu Thai government, he suggested that Khon La Khrueng is more likely to deliver tangible results.

Mr Siripong said that public sentiment, particularly on social media, leans in favour of the co-payment scheme, which requires less government funding, while still encouraging more robust money circulation.

The Pheu Thai administration spent about 180 billion baht on the first two phases of its 10,000-baht cash handout to targeted groups, but the impact on the economy was minimal. The actual digital wallet part of the scheme never got started and the budget was repurposed.

Khon La Khrueng, first introduced during the Covid-19 pandemic, allowed the government to subsidise half of people's daily purchases up to a fixed limit, easing household burdens while injecting cash directly into the economy.

Mr Siripong dismissed speculation that the initiative is a political manoeuvre to prepare for upcoming elections, noting that the scheme is aimed at solving economic problems, not campaigning.

Under its agreement with the People's Party, Bhumjaithai has pledged to dissolve the House within four months of making its policy statement, leading to elections that would likely take place sometime in March. 

Mr Siripong said the co-payment scheme could begin within the first month after Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and the cabinet present their policy statement to parliament.

The government will not invest in developing a new application to support the scheme, he said. Instead, it will rely on existing state-run platforms such as Pao Tang, which were already used effectively during earlier rounds of the initiative.

Given that the new administration has only four months before the next electoral cycle, speed will be critical, he added.

Mr Siripong also noted that details of the budget and financial framework of the scheme have not yet been finalised, with specifics to be determined after the prime minister outlines his policy.

Restaurants in favour

The Thai Restaurant Association has urged the Anutin administration to relaunch Khon La Khrueng, saying it is the most effective way to provide relief to both consumers and the food service industry.

Thaniwan Koonmongkon, president of the association, said a survey of more than 700,000 restaurant operators nationwide showed that business conditions have deteriorated sharply since the second quarter of this year.

Sales across restaurants, both large and small, have fallen by an average of 25-50% compared with last year, with many operators forced to close, lay off staff or cut hours.

According to Ms Thaniwan, both consumers and entrepreneurs believe the co-payment programme directly addresses today's challenges as it stimulates spending, lowers household expenses, generates income for small and medium-sized restaurants and boosts local supply chains in every province.

"The co-payment initiative will be both a gift and a lifeline for the public," said Ms Thaniwan. "It will give consumers hope and allow restaurants to survive and move forward during these economically challenging times."
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                President signs law aimed at attracting industrial, commercial and agricultural projects
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                                The Philippines has allowed foreigners to lease land for up to 99 years, as the Southeast Asian nation seeks to lure investors with longer-term property contracts.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr this week signed the law liberalising the lease of private lands by foreign investors, according to a copy posted in the government's Official Gazette. It amends a 1993 act, which allows lease contracts for 50 years, and renewable once for up to 25 years.

The measure aims to encourage investors to build industrial estates and factories as well as tourism and agriculture projects in the archipelago. 

It puts the Philippines in a better position to compete in the regional race for investments where countries like Thailand offer better infrastructure, according to David Leechiu, head of Leechiu Property Consultants.

"This should open up a massive amount of investment capital from foreign parties" he said.

"This should propel projects such as hotels that will boost tourism," Leechiu said, adding that the law gives companies more time to recover their investments.

Net foreign direct investment into the Philippines fell 26.9% to $3 billion from January to May, figures from the central bank show.

Many countries in Southeast Asia, including the Philippines, restrict foreign ownership of land, but governments allow multi-decade leases.

The former Pheu Thai government in Thailand proposed 99-year leases and other changes to attract more foreign investment, but encountered considerable pushback from people who feared it could lead to the takeover of large tracts of land.

The new law also allows the Philippine president to impose shorter lease period for investors engaged in vital services or industries considered as critical infrastructure for national security or priorities for national development.

Marcos this week also signed a law aimed at boosting state revenue from large mining operations through a profit-based tax system that miners say may help attract fresh investments.
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                Anutin says everything is ready when asked about cabinet formation
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                                Thailand's central bank governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput is among the leading candidates for the role of finance minister in a cabinet under new Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, according to multiple Thai media outlets.
Mr Sethaput, whose five-year term as Bank of Thailand (BoT) governor ends this month, is one of five non-political figures under consideration for various cabinet roles, Thai-language newspaper Thansettakij reported, without saying where it got the information. Ekniti Nitithanprapas, a senior bureaucrat in the finance ministry, has also been approached by Mr Anutin's Bhumjaithai Party to head the ministry, The Standard reported. Neither has accepted the offer, it said.

When asked about cabinet formation on Friday night, Mr Anutin told reporters that "everything is ready." Mr Sethaput could not immediately be reached for comment outside regular office hours.

Mr Anutin, a conservative politician with royalist credentials, will head a minority government after winning the prime minister vote with the support of the pro-democracy People's Party -- the largest bloc in parliament, with 143 MPs out of 492 in the House. The Bhumjaithai leader has promised to call fresh elections within four months of taking office and initiate steps to rewrite the constitution.

[image: Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul, Thailand's prime minister-elect, centre, leaves parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, on Friday. (Photo: Bloomberg) ]
Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul, Thailand's prime minister-elect, centre, leaves parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, on Friday. (Photo: Bloomberg)



Negotiations over cabinet positions are in full swing and may be settled over the coming days, The Bangkok Post reported. Supattanapong Punmeechaow, a former energy minister, may return to that role, while veteran diplomat Sihasak Phuangketkeow is seen as a contender to become foreign minister, the publication said.

Mr Anutin's coalition includes pro-royalist and conservative parties, some of which previously supported former prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who was dismissed by the Constitutional Court for ethical misconduct. The remover of Ms Paetongtarn, daughter of former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, fractured her coalition and opened the way for Mr Anutin's rise, capping a week of political upheaval.


	Read more: Anutin gets down to work
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                                RECAP: Asian markets mostly gained on Friday after an intense sell-off of Chinese equities eased, amid reports the country's financial regulators could intervene to slow the dumping. A Wall Street stock rally also lifted sentiment.
The Thai market got an extra boost when Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, was elected as the country's 32nd prime minister, as investors begin to shift their focus towards an election that he has agreed to call early next year.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,230.55 and 1,270.74 points this week, before closing on Friday at 1,264.80, up 2.3% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 45.78 billion baht.

Institutional investors were net buyers of 3.4 billion baht. Brokerage firms were net sellers of 2.15 billion baht, followed by retail investors at 927.51 million and foreign investors at 316.86 million.

NEWSMAKERS: The Trump administration asked the US Supreme Court on Wednesday to urgently review a federal appeal court ruling that declared many of its new tariffs illegal, warning of severe economic and diplomatic fallout if the decision stands. The appeal court has allowed existing levies to stay in place until Oct 14.

President Donald Trump said on Thursday his administration would impose "fairly substantial" tariffs on semiconductor imports from companies that do not shift production to the US. He has yet to specify the rates or timeframe.

Questions about Federal Reserve independence took centre stage on Thursday, when Trump's economic adviser Stephen Miran testified at a Senate Banking Committee hearing on his nomination to the central bank's seven-member governing board.

[image: ]

Federal Reserve Governor Christopher Waller said the central bank should begin lowering interest rates this month and make multiple cuts in the coming months.

Gold rose for seven consecutive days to hit a fresh all-time high of $3,556 an ounce on Wednesday as the prospect of US interest-rate cuts boosted the metal's appeal.

Gold could rally to almost $5,000 if the Fed's independence were damaged and investors shifted just a small portion of holdings from Treasuries into bullion, Goldman Sachs said.

Trump says India has submitted a proposal to reduce its import tariffs on US goods to zero after the US imposed 50% tariffs in retaliation for buying Russian oil. This would affect over 55% of Indian exports to the US, particularly textiles and gems, but excludes electronics and pharmaceuticals.

US job openings dropped more than expected in July to a 10-month low of 7.18 million. Initial jobless claims increased by 8,000 to 237,000, higher than the 2,000 increase expected.

Japanese bonds joined a slump in global debt as a rush of corporate-debt sales and concerns over developed-world budgets dragged down European fixed-income securities and US Treasuries. Yields on 20-year Japanese government bonds rose to levels last seen in 1999.
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US factory activity shrank in August for a sixth straight month, as manufacturing remains bogged down by higher import duties. The Institute for Supply Management's manufacturing index was at 48.7, below the level of 50 that separates expansion and contraction.

Toyota Motor said it would build an electric vehicle model at its factory in the Czech Republic, its first fully electric model to be made in Europe, and would also invest in a new battery assembly facility at the plant.

China's financial regulators are considering measures to curb speculation in the stock market, fearing a repeat of the 2015 bubble burst, after key indices surged more than 20%.

US consumer spending in July increased 0.3% from the month before, the highest in four months, led by purchases of durable goods such as automobiles, furniture and sporting goods.

India has more than halved taxes on domestic sales of renewable-energy equipment including solar panels to shore up local consumption and shield the economy from punitive US tariffs.

Swiss inflation stayed positive for a third consecutive month, rising 0.2% in August from a year ago, matching the increase of the previous month.

Three Japanese petrochemical firms -- Asahi Kasei, Mitsui Chemicals and Mitsubishi Chemical -- announced preparations to reduce ethylene cracking plant capacity by 2030 to improve production processes and achieve carbon neutrality goals.

Global copper prices rose to $9,980 per tonne after the Chinese government signalled control of copper supply, forcing many provinces to switch to pure copper, along with a trend of reducing recycled copper production.
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Bank Negara Malaysia on Thursday left its overnight policy rate unchanged at 2.75% as expected, as it continues to monitor the effects of a July rate cut and growth risks posed by US tariffs.

The Swedish government plans to temporarily halve value-added tax on food to 6% in an election-year budget bill to help support households and the wider economy.

US stock markets soared on Wednesday, supported by Alphabet (9.1%) and Apple (3.8%), after a court ruling in an antitrust case said Google did not have to sell its Chrome browser business and could continue paying Apple under an existing agreement.

The arms race in artificial intelligence (AI) has increased the likelihood of a merger and acquisition deal worth $100 billion or more by this time next year, according to a top dealmaker at Barclays.

Huawei Technologies has launched the Mate XTs, its second trifold smartphone, for $2,500, which is more affordable than its predecessor, just five days before Apple is set to unveil its new iPhone 17 series.

The US energy firm ExxonMobil is considering selling or shutting down chemical plants in the UK and Belgium, with combined capacity of about 1.5 million tonnes annually or 0.6% of global ethylene, the Financial Times reported.

BlackRock Inc lost a mandate worth EU14.5 billion ($17 billion) with one of the largest pension funds in the Netherlands, amid concerns that the world's biggest money manager is not acting in the best interests of clients when it comes to climate risk.

Malaysia has urged the video-sharing platform TikTok to adopt age verification for users to curb harmful content.

The Vietnamese EV maker VinFast reported a net loss of $812 million for the quarter ended June 30, 15% more than the previous quarter, as revenue rose 1.9% from the prior quarter and 91.6% year-on-year to $663 million. The wider loss reflects its global expansion and marketing to spur demand.

Thailand's headline inflation contracted by 0.8% last month, the lowest reading since January 2024 and the fifth straight month of contraction, reflecting a drop in fruit and vegetable prices, the Ministry of Commerce said on Thursday. Core inflation rose by 0.8% year-on-year.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission plans to auction 45 megahertz of bandwidth on the 2100MHz band and a portion of the 3500MHz band in the third quarter of 2027.

The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) projects Thai GDP will grow between 1.8% and 2.2% in 2025, with second-half expansion of only 1%, pressured by political uncertainty that may impact budget disbursement.

Thailand's hotel sector is experiencing its first pricing pressure after four years of rate increases that have nearly doubled average room rates since 2021, as tourists from China and other major Asian markets have dropped significantly, says Tris Rating.

Foreign tourist arrivals to the end of August fell 7.2% from the same period a year earlier, the Ministry of Tourism and Sports said. Arrivals totalled 21.9 million, with China (3.1 million) the largest source market but still down by around one-third from a year ago.

Thailand's deepening political crisis is insulating its bonds from the global rout, as growing expectations of further interest-rate cuts to support the sluggish economy boost demand for local debt. The yield on the 10-year government bond fell for a fifth straight session to 1.24% on Wednesday, the lowest level since December 2020.

COMING UP: On Monday, China and Germany release trade figures. On Tuesday, euro zone finance ministers meet and China reports August inflation. On Wednesday, the US updates producer prices. On Thursday, the European Central Bank holds a rate meeting, and the US announces inflation and jobless claims. On Friday, the US releases final Q2 GDP, Germany announces inflation and China reports new loans.

Locally, the Supreme Court on Tuesday is scheduled to rule in the controversial case of former PM Thaksin Shinawatra's 6-month stay in the Police General Hospital.

STOCKS TO WATCH: Asia Plus Securities expects the Fed to cut US interest rates at its Sept 16-17 meeting. Thai stocks likely to benefit initially are those directly supported by lower borrowing costs, including MTC, TIDLOR, SAWAD, KTC and AP.

Meanwhile, short-term speculative plays could gain momentum from positive sentiment following the election of Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister. Beneficiaries may include STECON, STPI, PTG, GUNKUL and TASCO.

InnovestX Securities says domestic political clarity following the prime ministerial vote will help sentiment, while weak US labour market data has strengthened expectations of a 25-basis-point rate cut this month. However, uncertainty over tariffs after a recent US court ruling remains a risk factor. The brokerage recommends WHA, CP ALL and PRM as top picks.

TECHNICAL VIEW: ASL Securities sees support at 1,250 points and resistance at 1,280. InnovestX Securities sees support at 1,225 and resistance at 1,295.
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                                Thailand may lose an opportunity to increase digital economy investment, including in data centres, if it does not step up efforts to significantly increase its supply of clean power, says SET-listed Gunkul Engineering, an integrated clean energy developer.
Without sufficient renewable energy, it will be difficult for the country to promote investment in new industries and commit to its pledge to cut carbon dioxide emissions, said chief executive Naruechon Dhumrongpiyawut.

She was referring to data centres, artificial intelligence technology firms, electric vehicles, and smart electronics, all of which are key components of the digital economy.

In Thailand's power development plan (PDP), authorities set a target to have renewable power make up 51% of the nation's total power supply by 2037, up from 22% at the end of 2024.

The PDP, scheduled for enforcement from 2024 to 2037, is delayed after sailing through a public hearing last year. The National Energy Policy Council (NEPC) has yet to approve the plan as authorities need to revise key electricity generation issues due to objections raised by energy analysts.

"The 51% renewable power proportion is too low," said Ms Naruechon.

If Thailand wants to promote development of the data centre industry, it needs more investment from foreign tech firms.

Many prospective investors want the government to ensure there will be sufficient clean power to run their daily operations, she said.

The NEPC, chaired by former premier Srettha Thavisin, last year approved a pilot direct power purchase agreement (PPA) to promote greater use of renewable power, but the project has made slow progress.

Direct PPAs enable businesses, particularly electricity-intensive data centre operators, to directly purchase electricity from producers.

Peer-to-peer power trade in the renewables category remains prohibited in Thailand.

Data centre operators have expanded their businesses into Southeast Asia since 2022 and demand for clean energy is an essential part of their investment decision.

"It seems to me the outgoing government was not enthusiastic about facilitating the supply of clean energy to data centres," said Ms Naruechon.
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                The travel sector is adopting new tactics to lure back Chinese tourists who are flocking to other destinations
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                                According to China Trading Desk, Chinese outbound tourists are estimated to reach 155 million this year, a full resumption compared with pre-pandemic levels.
However, Chinese visitors to Thailand this year have declined sharply, mainly attributed to safety concerns following several incidents.

This situation has prompted both the public and private sectors to adopt new tactics to lure back Chinese tourists who are flocking to other destinations.

WHAT IS THE OUTLOOK FOR THE CHINESE MARKET?

Earlier this year, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) targeted 8-10 million Chinese tourists in 2025, but the goal was recently slashed to 6.7 million, the same level as last year.

During the first seven months of 2025, this market fell by 35% year-on-year to 2.68 million, though it was still the largest source market for arrivals, with Malaysia a close second.

Tour companies under the Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta) served 398,168 Chinese tourists in the first seven months, a dip of nearly 60% year-on-year, highlighting the nosedive in tour groups.

Meanwhile, other Asian countries enjoyed steady visitor growth from the mainland. During the first half of the year, Japan welcomed more than 4.71 million Chinese visitors, up 53.5% year-on year, while Vietnam tallied 2.72 million, soaring 44.2%.

The Korea Tourism Organization (KTO) reported a 13.8% increase to 2.53 million, as Beijing in February announced a plan to lift the ban on Korean content for the first time since 2016.

Subramania Bhatt, founder and chief executive of China Trading Desk, said during the first half of this year, Chinese travellers made 66 million outbound trips, increasing 11% year-on-year.

Despite geopolitical and economic risks, the firm maintains its forecast of 155 million trips by Chinese this year.

Mr Bhatt said its data indicates the big dip in Chinese arrivals in Thailand was offset by trips to other destinations in Asia.

WHY HAS THAILAND LOST ITS APPEAL TO CHINESE TOURISTS?

Unlike other destinations, Thailand has been severely affected by travel safety concerns, driven by three events this year, said Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of Atta.

Chinese actor Wang Xing was kidnapped and taken to a scam centre near the border with Myanmar, an earthquake in March rocked Bangkok, and recent border skirmishes with Cambodia have concerned potential Chinese visitors, he said.

Even though travel agents retained their confidence about travel in Thailand, potential visitors sometimes take convincing as negative sentiment has gone viral on Chinese social media, said Mr Adith.

Many Chinese tour operators have adapted by selling packages to other destinations that are considered safer, as Thai tour packages failed to generate sales volume as expected.

He said Thailand also lacks new attractions and facilities, as well as attractive promotions to lure tourists similar to Chinese cities, Vietnam and Japan.

Japan offers convenient infrastructure and transport, and has strong plans to promote new cities and regions other than Tokyo, said Mr Adith.

Osaka, which is hosting the World Expo, expects a record high number of Chinese arrivals in the first half of 2025.

South Korea continues to attract Chinese travellers via its soft power, depending on well-known figures such as actor Park Bo-gum, the latest ambassador of the KTO.

Meanwhile, Vietnam is attractive because of its fresh tourism products and more affordable prices compared with Thailand, he said.

Dragon Trail International polled 280 Chinese travel agents between June 17-23 on outbound travel, with 61% responding outbound tourism this year improved from last year.

East Asia was the top region in the first half of the year, with 56% of travel agents selling tour packages to these destinations, while 36% reported their best sales were on these routes.

Western Europe overtook Southeast Asia as No.2 for tour packages, with 47% selling tour services to that region, compared with 44% for Southeast Asia.

Another Dragon Trail report about Chinese travel sentiment in April showed persistent safety concerns regarding visiting Southeast Asia, with the region dubbed the most affected by organised crime, particularly Thailand.

On a scale of 1 to 5, Southeast Asia scored 3.37 for travel safety and was the only region with a lower score than last year, down by 0.16 points. Northeast Asia and Europe earned the top two spots, scoring 3.87 and 3.82 respectively.

Around 51% of Chinese travellers viewed Thailand as unsafe, up from 38% in August 2024. Cambodia topped the rankings, as 58% of respondents viewed it as unsafe, while Vietnam was third at 48%.

Some 54% of respondents said travel safety assessments issued by Chinese authorities would make them feel safe, while 51% want to see safety improvement initiatives by the authorities of each country.

ARE THERE ANY RECOVERY SIGNS?

In another survey polling 16,569 Chinese travellers by China Trading Desk about outbound trips in the second quarter, Thailand rose to the No.5 preferred destination for travel, up from seventh in the first quarter.

To restore tourism confidence, last month Atta held a roadshow in three Chinese cities, and it cooperated with the Tourism and Sports Ministry and the TAT to host the "Sawasdee Nihao" event in June, inviting more than 400 travel agents to Thailand.

Following these two events, Atta expects a recovery for Chinese arrivals to gradually pick up over the next few months, including China's Golden Week in October.

However, Mr Adith said it might take 1-2 years to fully restore travel confidence.

Edison Chen, vice-president of Trip.com Group, said Thailand is still among the top three destinations for Chinese tourists on its platform, following Japan and South Korea.

Mr Chen said this market on its platform is driven by the premium and independent segments. He said Thailand also attracts many repeat visitors.

As travel safety remains a top priority for all travellers, the Thai government has made an effort to restore tourism confidence and ensure travel safety, adding police personnel and eliminating illegal activities.

The border skirmishes with Cambodia have not affected independent tourist bookings on Trip.com, said Mr Chen.

However, with negative discussions about Thailand spreading quickly on Chinese social media, the authorities may need to work more on educating new visitors and repositioning Thailand in a more positive way, he said.

Regarding the fourth-quarter outlook, Trip.com remains optimistic about the growth of Chinese tourists in Thailand, said Mr Chen.

WHAT IS THAILAND DOING TO BOOST CHINESE ARRIVALS?

The government is increasing its efforts to increase foreign arrivals, including Chinese tourists, by offering 200,000 free roundtrip domestic flights via six Thai carriers, with a total budget of 700 million baht.

The scheme is expected to encourage those who haven't planned to visit or have never visited Thailand.

However, the implementation of this gimmick scheduled for September to November might be delayed due to political reshuffling.

Encouraging tourists to visit second-tier destinations beyond Phuket and Bangkok, which is the goal of the scheme, is a smart idea, said Mr Chen.

"Some 70% of travellers are still very focused on Bangkok, Phuket and Chiang Mai. There are so many destinations that haven't been well explored and developed for foreigners, especially Chinese travellers," he said.

Another measure is the 750-million-baht "Summer Blast China & Overseas Market" promotion, which runs until July 2026. Focusing on Chinese and other Asian markets, it subsidises tour companies that plan to operate chartered flights, offering incentives for commercial flights and group travel that reaches a target level of customers.

The TAT is also preparing the Thailand Safe Travel Stamp to ensure safe travel standards and restore tourism confidence.
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                                Demonstrations in Indonesia and a weakened Vietnamese dong could impact inbound arrivals to Thailand in the short term, though both markets are still projected to have high GDP growth and contain a large youth population deemed to have high potential.
The Indonesian protests were triggered by bonuses to lawmakers considered excessive, and police tactics used against demonstrators intensified following the death of a delivery driver this week.

In Vietnam, concerns over the mounting debt of conglomerate Vingroup is partly attributed for the outflow of foreign funds from the stock market after its currency hit a record low, falling 3.4% against the US dollar this year.

Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation, said the economies of most Southeast Asian nations have bested Thailand for many years and should continue to do so, though arrivals from some markets in the region may contract.

During the first eight months of this year, Thailand welcomed more than 6.4 million tourists from nine markets in Southeast Asia, down 9.4% year-on-year.

Seven of the markets declined, but Myanmar and the Philippines grew 18.8% and 22.4% respectively.

Malaysia led the arrivals with 3 million, followed by Laos and Singapore with 630,000 and 612,000 respectively. Indonesia and Vietnam were fourth and fifth with 550,000 and 482,000 arrivals respectively.

The setbacks in Indonesia and Vietnam should only have a short-term impact on travel sentiment, given their large populations of young workers, said Mr Thanet.

In Pattaya, most arrivals from the region are from Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia, he said.

Travel agents often sell tour packages combining 1-2 days in Pattaya with at least two days in Bangkok.

Vietnamese tourists often stay at mid-scale Pattaya hotels during the low season, with affordable prices of 700-800 baht per night, said Mr Thanet.

The contraction of some markets may be the result of the strong baht, as well as intense competition among Asian countries offering new attractions to lure tourists, he said.
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                                Piti Tantakasem, chief executive at TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), has urged structural economic reform to enable the country to withstand persistent political instability.
Politics can be uncertain and governments may change many times, but the economic structure must remain strong and consistent, he said.

Political Uncertainty

According to Mr Piti, Thailand has grappled with political instability for decades, and businesses and the public have adapted. Combined with sluggish growth, he said this uncertainty has weakened the country's economic foundation, making a rebuild essential.

"Building a house requires both an architect and a constructor. Politicians or governments are like contractors -- many have taken on the job of building Thailand's house, but almost every new one has torn down the previous design," said Mr Piti.

Successive governments often attempt to redesign economic policy so they are remembered as the builder, rather than continuing the work of their predecessors.

This constant shift has forced businesses to repeatedly adjust operations to align with changing policies, he said.

Reinvent Thailand

To address structural challenges, the private sector and leading think tanks launched Reinvent Thailand, a white paper aimed at creating a long-term economic blueprint.

The initiative is spearheaded by the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking, which represents the Thai Bankers' Association, the Federation of Thai Industries, and the Thai Chamber of Commerce, alongside the Bank of Thailand, the National Economic and Social Development Council, and the Fiscal Policy Office.

Mr Piti said the participants have no political ambitions, hidden agendas or conflicts of interest. Their sole objective is to seek solutions that can strengthen Thailand's economy over the long term.

While the private sector has not set specific expectations for the government to adopt the proposals, he said the group would welcome their inclusion in election campaigns or future government policy.

The creators of Reinvent Thailand also invite all Thais and relevant parties to join the platform to rebuild the country.

Banking Operations

Despite economic difficulties, banks are continuing operations and customer support, though Mr Piti acknowledged the number of financially vulnerable clients is increasing while the industry's capacity to assist them is declining.

Cost control remains a critical strategy for banks as net interest margins narrow amid falling lending rates.

Ttb and other banks recently cut prime lending rates -- including the minimum loan rate, minimum overdraft rate and minimum retail rate -- but delayed reductions in deposit rates, further squeezing profitability.

Mr Piti said workforce management is a key strategy for controlling operating costs in banking, with early retirement (ER) programmes becoming an important tool.

Banks are now allowing younger employees to apply for ER, partially in response to disruption from artificial intelligence.

"Ttb, the country's sixth-largest lender by total assets, will maintain its eligibility criteria for its voluntary ER programme this year, available to employees 50 and older. The retirement age remains unchanged at 55," he said.

"Since the merger of TMB Bank and Thanachart Bank, ttb has continued to reduce both its workforce and traditional branch network. The bank employs around 14,000 staff, down from 20,000 in previous years, and scaled back its physical branches from roughly 1,000 to 400."
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                                With Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, elected as the new prime minister by parliament on Friday, industry leaders have highlighted priorities for the government to strengthen economic growth, digital competitiveness, tourism and investor confidence.
TEAMWORK NEEDED

Thailand badly needs a prime minister to lead the country and work with groups to help navigate challenges that have slowed economic growth, said Jareeporn Jarukornsakul, group chief executive of WHA Corporation Plc, which operates industrial estates, logistics, utilities and digital platforms.

"The new prime minister must be able to work effectively as part of a team," said Ms Jareeporn.

A team of capable persons is needed in the new government, though there is limited time to run the country before the House is dissolved, she said.

The Thai-Cambodian territorial dispute is dealing a blow to the economy, said Ms Jareeporn.

According to the Federation of Thai Industries, the months-long conflict was among the negative factors that dented business confidence, causing the Thai Industries Sentiment Index to decrease to 86.6 points in July, the lowest level since October 2024.

The index tallied 87.7 points in June when the dispute stalled border trade and sparked concerns among local manufacturers unsure of the amount of time it would take to settle the skirmish.

Thailand is also struggling to deal with an economic slowdown and the impact of the US's 19% reciprocal tariff, said Ms Jareeporn.

"If the new government does not address these issues, the Thai economy will slow further next year," she said.

"Though it has a short time in office, I believe the new government can still do many things to support and drive forward the economy."

Foreign investors are waiting to see what new investment policies will be launched by the new government, said Ms Jareeporn.

TOURISM TRUST

William Heinecke, founder and chairman of Minor International Plc, said Thailand must reinforce its position as one of the world's leading tourism destinations.

He said the country needs to project stability, trust and confidence -- reassuring travellers that the country is safe, welcoming and open for business.

The first priority is strengthening safety, fairness and global visibility. Protecting visitors from exploitative practices and ensuring consistent standards across the sector are essential to building trust, said Mr Heinecke.

Global public relations campaigns can reinforce Thailand's strengths, reassure travellers, and reinforce our reputation as a premier tourism hub, he said.

Second, the government can enhance competitiveness by supporting licensed hotels that meet safety and quality standards, while taking stronger action against unlicensed operators that risk Thailand's image, said Mr Heinecke.

Hotels should also be allowed flexibility to set their own online rates, free from restrictive parity clauses from online travel agents, which would level the playing field, empower smaller operators, and ultimately give travellers more choice at fairer prices, he said.

Finally, Mr Heinecke said Thailand should establish itself as a global stage for world-class events such as music festivals, cultural showcases, major sporting tournaments, entertainment productions and lifestyle experiences. These can include Formula 1, large concerts and international art exhibitions.

[image: ]

QUICK WIN

Santisuk Klongchaiya, chief executive of Thai AirAsia, said the new government should adopt a quick-win policy that can lift the economy in final quarter of this year.

"As the Thai economy still requires urgent stimulus, domestic tourism could play a crucial role as campaigns can be implemented swiftly and offer clear and measurable results," said Mr Santisuk.

He said foreign arrivals to Thailand are projected to reach the same level as last year, an uneven recovery, particularly from China, Hong Kong and Macau.

ELECTION AS PROMISED

Vichien Jentrakulroj, chairman of Srifa Frozen Food's executive committee, a producer and distributor of bakery products, said political stability and long-term development of competitiveness are vital for Thailand to navigate ongoing challenges.

"I expect the new prime minister to adhere to the memorandum of agreement, meant to give power back to the people through a general election conducted within the time frame. This will empower voters to choose their leader," he said.

"This approach will foster confidence among foreign investors and encourage them to establish and relocate their operations to Thailand."

Mr Vichien warned that any political reaction resembling a coup could undermine investor confidence and hinder economic development.

He urged the government to prioritise the development of education and human resources, particularly for small and medium-sized enterprises.

Mr Vichien said lifelong learning is crucial for entrepreneurs and the workforce to enhance their skills and adapt to changes.

He said more important than a suitable prime minister is the bureaucracy, the cabinet, and the major political parties working together to drive policies.

"Civil servants play a pivotal role in implementing policies effectively. This is more powerful than who serves as prime minister," said Mr Vichien.

"The synergy among various state sectors is essential to successfully govern the country."

He said establishing a government with a structured approach and implementing actions as promised, which may include amendments to constitutional provisions, is crucial for enhancing the nation's progress.

TRANSPARENCY FIRST

Dhanakorn Kasetrsuwan, chairman of the Thai National Shippers' Council, said the new government must prioritise policy continuity and create a transparent and fair investment environment.

These factors are crucial to lift confidence and enhance Thailand's long-term economic potential, he said. By committing to good governance and fostering competitiveness, Thailand can establish a strong foundation for sustainable growth, said Mr Dhanakorn.

"For the private sector, the new government must take a firm stance against corruption in any form. This commitment will boost confidence in Thailand as a developed nation that prioritises transparency and good governance," he said.

"Reducing the hidden costs of corruption will not only improve competitiveness, but also attract significant investment from both local and global investors."

POLICY CONTINUITY

Paiboon Nalinthrangkurn, chief executive of Tisco Securities and chairman of the Investment Analysts Association, said the Thai capital market is urging the incoming government to maintain momentum in economic policy and ensure continuity in capital market initiatives.

A priority is the implementation of a 150-billion-baht mid-year budget to stimulate growth and support economic recovery, he said.

Mr Paiboon said Mr Anutin may only serve as premier for four months, so his focus should be on stabilising politics rather than launching new initiatives.

With the fiscal 2026 budget recently endorsed, analysts expect this government's main role will centre on political issues, such as a referendum on constitutional reform.

"The stock market anticipated a continuation of the Pheu Thai Party leading government, completing unfinished tasks before the next election. With a leadership change, investors are watching whether critical pending projects will be carried forward or delayed," he said.

"Investors are beginning to shift focus to a new election, expecting any new government to dissolve parliament soon and return the mandate to the people."

Investment analysts believe the priority should be continuing policies beneficial to the economy and capital market, rather than starting new projects given the short tenure of the government, said Mr Paiboon.

Thanks to past government support, the Thai capital market has advanced initiatives such as Vayupak II, tax-deductible Thai ESG Extra funds, dividend tax incentives, reforms under the bourse's Jump+ programme, and proposed the Thailand Individual Savings Account for long-term equity investment.

These efforts are expected to continue under the new government, he said.

The finance and commerce ministers in the new cabinet are expected to bring in external experts with strong economic knowledge to help maintain policy stability, said Mr Paiboon.

A critical task will be continuing negotiations on US trade tariffs, ensuring smooth progress to maintain investor confidence, he said.

"Looking ahead, structural reforms remain essential to strengthening Thailand's long-term economic foundation. However, large-scale projects such as the Land Bridge and Entertainment Complex are unlikely to advance under this short-term administration," said Mr Paiboon.

"Instead, the focus will be on maximising existing budget efficiency to drive short-term growth, while signalling stability to foreign investors."

DIGITAL ECONOMY

Pochara Arayakarnkul, chief executive of Bluebik Group Plc, said he hopes the new government will continue consistent investment in digital technology and enhance the country's digital economy capabilities, particularly for cloud computing, artificial intelligence (AI) and digital sovereignty.

"Customers now prefer to use local sovereign technology to minimise the impact of geopolitical tensions," said Mr Pochara.

He said Thailand should develop its own infrastructure, such as data centres, to ensure access to its own data and applications.

While foreign technologies can still be purchased, there should be mechanisms for transferring and maintaining them locally, reducing dependence on external software vendors, said Mr Pochara.

Local service providers can play a key role in supporting and customising these applications, he said.

The country must also invest in its own AI R&D to build a degree of self-sufficiency and technological capability, said Mr Pochara.

The country should offer more incentives and launch strategic initiatives to attract foreign investment, bringing in capital, resources, expertise and talent that will help strengthen Thailand's digital competitiveness, he said.

Additional reporting by Phusadee Arunmas and Suchit Leesa-nguansuk
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                                GrabFood has announced the full-scale launch of its "Dine Out" service in Thailand, following last year's acquisition of Chope, Asia's leading dining reservation platform.
The service includes Dine Out Book Table, a new restaurant reservation feature targeting premium segments, and Dine Out Deals, designed for users seeking attractive discounts and special offers at more than 3,000 restaurants.

Panomkorn Jirasatienpong, director of marketing at Grab Thailand, said the company first introduced a similar format called Dine-in in Thailand in 2023.

"From August 2024 to July 2025, deal purchases have surged more than 250%. With Chope's integration into Grab, we've successfully combined expertise and technology to fully scale Dine Out, offering both table reservations and dining deals to make it more accessible, affordable and enjoyable."

The company's Dine Out Book Table service targets the mid-to-premium segment, catering to young adults and urban professionals.

The service offers curated selections at top-tier restaurants. More than 500 restaurant brands in Bangkok and Phuket are partnering with Grab, with plans for further expansion.

Meanwhile, Dine Out Deals is tailored for deal-savvy users who prioritise discounts and value when making dining decisions.

Grab offers dining deals in two formats: voucher deals allow users to purchase in advance and redeem for special set menus or discounted prices at restaurants, while total bill discounts provide instant savings on the entire bill when dining in.

More than 2,500 restaurant brands are participating in the Dine Out Deals campaign.

Mr Panomkorn said GrabFood is launching the "Missing Deals & Table" campaign in the third quarter to unveil Dine Out.

The campaign highlights the hidden value and time consumers often miss, such as unclaimed discounts or long waits for unreserved tables.
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        Artist award saga leaves sour taste
        For the sake of its own honour and the prestige in safeguarding the National Artist Award, the Department of Cultural Promotion must break its silence. It needs to clarify whether veteran writer Sri Daoruang was pulled off the list of national artists at the last minute.

      

      
        A magician from the trenches of war
        Last month PostScript mentioned the strange phenomenon of how the 1950s British ventriloquist Peter Brough and his schoolboy dummy Archie Andrews had a successful radio show called Educating Archie. Although Brough's ventriloquist skills was a visual art and seemed wasted on radio it didn't appear to bother listeners.

      

      
        Thaksin flies out, Pheu Thai in freefall
        Thaksin Shinawatra's abrupt departure to Dubai has dealt a heavy blow to the Pheu Thai Party as it made a last-ditch effort, albeit unsuccessfully, to remain at the helm. Many see the latest developments as a final curtain for the embattled party.

      

      
        People's Party risks all with Anutin
        Amid the political uncertainty following the Constitutional Court's ruling against Paetongtarn Shinawatra and the sudden departure of her father, Thaksin, to Dubai, the People's Party (PP) have controversially backed Anutin Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) for prime minister, rather than support its ideological ally, the Pheu Thai Party, whose candidate is Chaikasem Nitisiri.

      

      
        The need to address fossil fuels beyond the ICJ
        In July 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark Advisory Opinion: states may be violating international law by facilitating fossil fuel consumption, subsidising production, and issuing permits that enable expansion of extraction and use.

      

      
        Land of opportunity
        The outcry about a top student of Cambodian nationality being arrested at his school in a northeastern border province last week reminds us that the government's "Education for All" policy is not truly enforced or understood by law enforcers.

      

      
        Gaza: From genocide to real estate scheme
        A motley band of greedy fantasists got together at the White House on Aug 27 and came up with a cunning plan to bring peace to the Middle East while lining their own pockets at the same time. It was "leaked" within days, as it was clearly meant to be, and since then the sound of outraged clucking has been loud in the land.

      

      
        Limits of Xi, Putin's 'no-limits' alliance
        Much has changed since Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin last stood together atop Tiananmen Square in 2015. When they did so again this week, it was supposedly as equal partners. But, of course, the reality is far more complex.

      

      
        Lumpini gets a facelift
        Lumpini Park in the heart of Bangkok is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, with a much-needed facelift.

      

      
        A Nobel Prize for band-aid peace deals?
        The Bangkok Post editors suggested I revisit the topic of Thailand's border conflict since I had written about it for the newspaper earlier this year, and since the conflict was heating up again.
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																For the sake of its own honour and the prestige in safeguarding the National Artist Award, the Department of Cultural Promotion must break its silence. It needs to clarify whether veteran writer Sri Daoruang was pulled off the list of national artists at the last minute.
Any lingering doubt will fuel negative speculation and cast a long shadow over an organisation meant to uphold the nation's moral values and cultural excellence.

Veteran editor Vachira Buason, of Samunchon Books, has called for an explanation from cultural authorities and the media, highlighting what he claimed to be a suspicious incident.

In an open letter on his Facebook page on Aug 28, Vachira said some media outlets had announced the esteemed writer Sri Daoruang, or Wanna Sawasdsri, was to be named a national artist for literature. The recognition would be a well-deserved honour for the self-taught writer who, with a subtle and gentle style, explored the meaning of womanhood with explosive connotations.

There was a plot twist, however. When the Culture Minister finally announced the official list of national artists for 2024, her name was not included.

The presumed discrepancy sent shockwaves through literary circles. Several writers and artists have come out to question what truly happened, and whether any foul play was involved.

While Sri Daoruang's talent and contribution to Thai literature are undisputed -- her award-winning works have been translated and are taught in universities worldwide -- her husband, editor Suchart Sawasdsri, has a running conflict with the culture committee.

He was the first person to have been stripped of the national artist title in 2021 due to his "inappropriate behaviour" for supporting youth-led protests, whose demands include reform of the monarchy.

Suchart vowed to take legal action against the culture commission that revoked his national artist title. The past feud fuelled speculation about the incident which has now befallen Sri Daoruang.

As scepticism spread, the Culture Ministry responded, saying reports of an "incomplete" national artists list or any missing name were untrue.

The brief, dismissive response has done little to quell the controversy, leaving people in the literary community and admirers of Sri Daoruang's works to wonder if a more detailed, and sensible, explanation is not just due but necessary to restore the awards' prestige and the ministry's credibility.

In this case, editor Vachira's three-point request to the authorities is valid and essential for transparency.

First, he has called on the Department of Cultural Promotion, the body directly responsible for the national artist selection, to say what truly happened. Vachira demands to know why news about Sri Daoruang appeared to have been distributed to media outlets, only for her name to "disappear" from the final list.

Second, he has urged the media outlets that published the news to clarify whether it was indeed fake. If so, they must explain how this misinformation was distributed to them in the first place.

The third and last point that Vachira raised is for the national artist selection sub-committee, which oversees the nomination and selection process, to ascertain whether Sri Daoruang was ever a candidate.

Truth be told, the need for the controversy to be cleared is less about Sri Daoruang's honour than it is about the integrity of the department and its National Artist Award.

Through the decades, Sri Daoruang has proven beyond any reasonable doubt to be a literary lioness, opening a vital door to the world of the underprivileged and inviting readers to appreciate the complexity of social justice, class and gender struggles.

With numerous short stories, novels, poetry and non-fiction essays under her belt, there is no question Sri Daoruang stands tall among the country's top writers. Her works have been translated into English, French, German, Danish, Portuguese and Japanese, and are considered essential reading for scholars seeking to understand Thai society.

Considering her contribution, Sri Daoruang deserves a more sincere explanation than the dismissive one given by the Culture Ministry. The courtesy is also owed to her supporters, members of the literature community, and other artists who may be eligible for the national artist title one day.

The questions regarding Sri Daoruang's "missing" title go beyond a personal accolade. They are about the transparency of the National Artist selection process and the integrity of the agencies and authorities entrusted to cherish the country's artists and cultural heritage.
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																Last month PostScript mentioned the strange phenomenon of how the 1950s British ventriloquist Peter Brough and his schoolboy dummy Archie Andrews had a successful radio show called Educating Archie. Although Brough's ventriloquist skills was a visual art and seemed wasted on radio it didn't appear to bother listeners.
Since then I've come across an even more unlikely radio star, a magician called The Great Sirdani, otherwise known as Sid Daniels from London. Just like a ventriloquist, you would think that to appreciate a magician would require actually seeing him perform, but Sirdani became very popular amongst BBC radio listeners during World War II.

According to the "Magic at War" website, Sirdani performed in front of a small studio audience but the programme called Navy Mixture was also broadcast on the BBC airwaves. His expression "Don't be fright!" (short for "don't be frightened") even became a wartime catchphrase in the United Kingdom.

Apparently, he originally came out with the expression when as a soldier he entertained his comrades in the trenches with magic tricks. On one occasion when things became a bit dodgy with heavy incoming fire he exclaimed "Don't be fright!" and it caught on.

His rather strange language which included many malapropisms added to his appeal. He often wore a fez portraying himself as an Egyptian gilly-gilly man (gilly-gilly being Egyptian slang for magic).

Doves and rabbits

The first magician I witnessed in Thailand was at the Venus Room down amongst the docks in Klong Toey, just a few doors from the more famous Mosquito bar. It was a lively spot with a band and lots of dancing but every night the action calmed down for half an hour for the "magic show".

The magician was a young Thai fellow with an assistant who was probably his wife. He wasn't bad either but in that raucous environment he inevitably made a few mistakes. On one occasion the rabbit escaped from the top hat and scampered off through the bar with assorted giggling hostesses in pursuit. Another time his dove took off and spent the entire show flapping around amongst the customers.

It didn't really matter as it added to the entertainment. Indeed, at the Venus Room you never quite knew what would happen next which was what made it so fascinating.

The conjuror

The most entertaining magician in the United Kingdom when I was growing up was the great Tommy Cooper.

Although he was an accomplished magician Cooper will always be remembered as a comedian. In his early days after inadvertently bungling some tricks he was surprised that it was well-received by the audience especially if he joked about it. So he decided that was the best route to take. It turned out to be a wise career move.

Cooper became a legend in Britain with his combination of failed tricks and corny one-liners. It is hard to explain why he was so entertaining because the jokes were old hat, but his timing and delivery was superb. Many of his disastrous conjuring tricks had the audience in stitches, especially when he ended with a triumphant "just like that", which became a popular catchphrase.

The fact that Cooper had audiences in hysterics with such modest material is a tribute to his comic ability. Fans actually wanted to hear awful jokes and witness failed magic tricks. What a funny old world.

The Good Old Days

My thanks to a reader for reminding me of the wonderful vocabulary you would hear on the popular BBC television music hall show The Good Old Days, which ran from 1953-83. The audience dressed up in Edwardian or Victorian attire and always had a blast, singing along with the performers.

As a teenager I didn't really appreciate the old-fashioned songs, but I loved the master of ceremonies, actor Leonard Sachs. He would give hugely entertaining hyperbolic introductions for each act in which he used alliteration to outrageous excess, but with considerable aplomb.

Sachs often used long words that were not in common use, which were greeted by the audience with appreciative "oohs". He introduced ventriloquist Neville King as a man of "verisimiltudenous (ooh!), ventroquial (ooh!), virtuosity". On another occasion, actor Barry Cryer was presented as a "therapeutically (ooh!), thermological (ooh!) thespian".

It ain't over...

A few more observations on the word "ain't" which featured in last week's column. Outside of music ain't has some strong credentials. It was among the first-ever words uttered in the movies when, in the 1927 film Jazz Singer, Al Jolson turns to the orchestra and calls out "...you ain't heard nothin' yet" which incidentally marked an end to the era of silent movies.

Another powerful use of ain't came in 1967 when heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali refused to be inducted into the United States Army, saying: "I ain't got no quarrel with them Viet Cong." It was a simple statement, but it prompted many American citizens to seriously question the involvement in Vietnam.

Ain't also has a role in the oft-quoted dictum: "If it ain't broke, don't fix it" which more or less speaks for itself. Less obvious perhaps is "It ain't over till the fat lady sings", primarily used in sport as a warning not to presume a result until it's officially all over. It was a reference to opera where traditionally a well-built lady closed out proceedings with an aria.
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									Thaksin flies out, Pheu Thai in freefall								

															

																Thaksin Shinawatra's abrupt departure to Dubai has dealt a heavy blow to the Pheu Thai Party as it made a last-ditch effort, albeit unsuccessfully, to remain at the helm. Many see the latest developments as a final curtain for the embattled party.
The de facto leader of Pheu Thai was intercepted by immigration officials at Don Mueang airport on Thursday evening while attempting to leave the country, saying he was flying to Singapore. But eventually, his private jet changed its destination to Dubai, the Middle Eastern city known as his stronghold. Thaksin posted a message, saying he would return by Monday. Yet few, if any, believe him.

Looking back, Thaksin returned to Thailand in Aug 2023, brimming with confidence over Pheu Thai's future. There was widespread speculation that he had struck a deal with the old guard for Pheu Thai's role in weakening the then Move Forward Party (MFP), a precursor to the progressive People's Party (PP).

He received royal clemency, with his jail term reduced from eight to one year. Instead of serving his time in prison, he enjoyed a privilege, spending six months in the Police General Hospital, known as the "14th-floor saga".

Whether Thaksin knows it or not, it's his missteps that led Pheu Thai into a political calamity. The party is losing power after just about two years in office. His daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who replaced Srettha Thavisin, fell from grace at the end of last week over her controversial phone conversation with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen as the border conflict intensified.

There is little hope for his own court case regarding the 14th-floor saga, as the judge is scheduled to hand down a ruling next Tuesday; this is believed to be the primary reason for his departure.

In fact, the charter court's decision to remove Ms Paetongtarn from office on Aug 29 and the defeat of Pheu Thai in its attempt to dissolve the parliament earlier this week in its bid to control the political game indicate that Thaksin is useless for the old guard who have shifted their trust to Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the neo-conservative Bhumjaithai Party (BJT).

To secure votes for the premiership, BJT has accepted all the conditions from the PP, with its 140 votes, in exchange for the latter's support for Mr Anutin's premiership bid. Conditions include early House dissolution, a push for a referendum on charter rewriting, and a requirement for BJT to form a government with a minority. At the same time, it's understood that the PP may hope for the nod from the Upper House, which is closely affiliated with BJT, for its bid to rewrite the charter.

Thai politics is characterised by tripartite rivalry with Pheu Thai, BJT, and the PP, watched over by the old guard. Pheu Thai formerly formed a coalition with BJT after its alliance with the then Move Forward Party (MFP), which is now PP, collapsed. The BJT were not an ideal partner for Pheu Thai as both were vying for the same political base. The breakup point occurred when Pheu Thai regained the interior position from BJT, with the hope of a better chance in the upcoming elections.

Now, PP has agreed to enter into an ad hoc partnership with BJT, but it is determined to stay out of the coalition. The opposition bloc leader's main aim is to achieve a new charter. Inarguably, it also comes with a high political cost, given the frustrations of some of the party's supporters who question whether such a partnership with BJT is worthwhile. Several have threatened to withdraw their support due to concerns about BJT's rise to power. The BJT has a negative image due to its long-standing scandals, particularly the Khao Kradong land seizure and its dubious role in the senate election debacle.

Needless to say, Mr Anutin is the winner at this moment. There is no question about his connections with the establishment. At print time, he secured the vote at 311 to 152 to become the 32nd prime minister of the country.

BJT's political fortunes are in sharp contrast to those of Pheu Thai, which is now suffering significantly. The party's popularity is in steep decline. During this time, there have been reports of a "cobra incident" involving some of its members allegedly shifting their loyalty for financial gain.

The situation would not have been as bad had Ms Paetongtarn resigned from her position earlier. The controversial audio clip was released in July. If she had resigned not long after, then the House could have done its job. More importantly, Pheu Thai could have avoided its political misfortune had it placed national interest before its leaders' personal gains.

Additionally, the party's performance over the past few years has been marred by the nation's economic hardship, rising unemployment, and the handling of the Thai-Cambodian conflict. Now ousted from power, the party will face a tough time, particularly in the next election.

Obviously, Thaksin departed the country at the time Pheu Thai was nosediving. Indeed, he had thought of facelifting his party. It is reported that he had approached Varavuth Silpa-archa, the head of Chartthai Pattana, to merge his party with Pheu Thai. Had the younger politician agreed, he would have become the Pheu Thai leader, along with an offer for the foreign affairs portfolio. However, the deal has now evaporated. Today, Thaksin is away again.

Chairith Yonpiam is assistant news editor, Bangkok Post.
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																Amid the political uncertainty following the Constitutional Court's ruling against Paetongtarn Shinawatra and the sudden departure of her father, Thaksin, to Dubai, the People's Party (PP) have controversially backed Anutin Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) for prime minister, rather than support its ideological ally, the Pheu Thai Party, whose candidate is Chaikasem Nitisiri.
The decision is deeply disappointing for supporters of the progressive PP. Pro-democratic supporters believe that the party could have waited for a parliamentary dissolution rather than engage in a political gambit by BJT and Pheu Thai. Lest we forget, PP has seen its popularity continuously rise and is perceived as a major contender in the next general election.

By aligning with Mr Anutin, however, the party is committing political suicide. An alternative would have been to refrain from supporting either candidate, rather than endorsing Pheu Thai's Mr Chaikasem.

To understand the weight of this miscalculation, one must recall the trajectory of Pheu Thai and the rise and fall of the Shinawatra political dynasty.

The Thai Rak Thai Party (TRT), founded by Thaksin, won its first landslide in the January 2001 general election, securing 12 million votes. This dominance expanded in February 2005, when the TRT achieved a second landslide with 19 million votes.

Even after the dissolution of parliament in March 2006, Thaksin's popularity remained formidable, with TRT winning 16 million votes in the April 2006 election, though that result was later invalidated by the Constitutional Court.

For more than two decades, even while Thaksin spent around 17 years in self-imposed exile following the 2006 coup, his network of political dynasties at both provincial and national levels, particularly entrenched in the North and Northeast (Isan), enabled Pheu Thai and its predecessors to dominate Thai politics.

Yet the 2023 general election marked a turning point.

Although Pheu Thai won 141 seats (112 constituency and 29 party-list), it was eclipsed by the Move Forward Party (MFP), which secured 151 seats (112 constituency and 39 party-list), gaining 14.4 million party-list votes compared with Pheu Thai's 10.9 million.

This surge for MFP represented the beginning of the end of Shinawatra's political dynasty. It was a sea change in attitude among young and middle-class voters who demand an open society, freedom, and structural reform, not just populist pledges and handouts provided by the Pheu Thai campaign.

But the momentum was cut short. On Aug 7, 2024, the Constitutional Court dissolved the MFP because its campaign to amend Article 112, Thailand's lese-majeste law, corrodes and undermines the constitutional monarchy.

Right after being dissolved, MFP formed a new party, the PP, with Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut appointed as the new leader.

Inheriting MFP's reformist legacy and broad public support, PP became a force to be reckoned with in the current political landscape. Among all parties, PP is perceived as the torchbearer of liberal democratic ideology. Yet its recent decision this week to support BJT has corroded that perception.

Early this week, Pheu Thai confirmed that it had officially submitted a decree to His Majesty the King to dissolve parliament. After the request was resent, Pheu Thai came up with a new offer: to dissolve parliament immediately if the PP gives its support to the party's candidate, Mr Chaikasem. As of now, the PP officially stands with BJT.

The PP's decision could even revive Pheu Thai in a potential general election if the party's request to dissolve parliament is approved. The immediate dissolution of the House is a return of power to voters to resolve the country's political crisis.

The PP will have to bear the consequences for its decision to side with the BJT. If the election takes place in the near future, the PP may find that it no longer retains the support of those aligned with liberal democratic ideology.

The upcoming election, which is hoped to take place early next year, will be an uncertain one. PP will face an insurmountable task in rebuilding its pro-democracy image, which has been tarnished by its decision to side with the BJP.

Titipol Phakdeewanich is a political scientist at the Faculty of Political Science, Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand.
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																In July 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark Advisory Opinion: states may be violating international law by facilitating fossil fuel consumption, subsidising production, and issuing permits that enable expansion of extraction and use.
This ruling carries profound implications for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), home to major fossil fuel producers such as Malaysia, Indonesia, and Vietnam. These nations collectively account for significant volumes of oil and gas consumption, and more than US$100 billion (3.2 trillion baht) in annual fossil fuel subsidies. They have continued to approve fossil fuel extraction permits, committing to more than 20 billion cubic meters of annual gas production in 2025 alone -- placing them squarely within the scope of the Court's warning.

The ICJ's message is not simply legalistic. It reflects the scientific consensus represented by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which affirms that any further fossil fuel expansion is incompatible with the 1.5C pathway. In other words, fossil fuel policies and strategies across Asean's member states fail not only the test of international law but also the test of planetary health. As former UN secretary-general Ban Ki-moon said, "There is no Plan B, because there is no Planet B". So we need to be clear: safeguarding our shared atmosphere is no longer a choice; it is an obligation.

Planetary health provides a framework to understand this obligation. It is a systems-based, solutions-oriented approach that emphasises the inseparability of human well-being and the vitality of the Earth's natural systems. When climate, biodiversity, water, and air are destabilised, human health suffers -- through compromised nutrition, rising disease burdens, weakened livelihoods, and diminished security. In Asean, these linkages are already clear. Six of nine planetary boundaries have already been breached: climate change, biosphere integrity, land-system change, freshwater use, biogeochemical flows, and novel entities. Fossil fuel dependency is driving many of these pressures:

Fossil fuel extraction

Energy Tracker Asia notes that oil and gas extraction in Southeast Asia is projected to escalate sharply this decade. National oil companies, Malaysia's Petronas and Indonesia's Pertamina, rank as the 36th and 38th top greenhouse gas emitters globally, according to the Carbon Majors database.

Air pollution and health costs

Outdoor air pollution costs Asean economies tens of billions of dollars annually. In 2021, the region saw 630,000 deaths from air pollution linked to fossil fuel combustion.

Sea-level rise and coastal threats

By 2050, major Asean cities could face inundation, threatening infrastructure, agriculture, and mangroves. The economic burden could cripple growth and displace tens of millions by 2050.

Heat stress and liveability

Intensifying heat waves undermine labour productivity, increase mortality risks, and weaken natural carbon sinks. For cities already facing urban heat islands, this is a looming public health crisis.

Water scarcity

Fossil fuel processing consumes enormous volumes of freshwater, exacerbating scarcity in already stressed river basins.

Biodiversity under siege

Fossil fuel exploration threatens biodiversity hotspots such as the Coral Triangle, destabilising fisheries, community livelihoods, coral ecosystems, and coastal protection. Taken together, these impacts demonstrate that fossil fuel dependency is not just an environmental issue. It is a systemic health and development challenge that risks undoing decades of progress in poverty reduction, economic security, and social cohesion.

Asean nations are among the most climate-vulnerable globally, yet their positions in international negotiations are often cautious or even obstructive. Malaysia's alignment with petrochemical industry interests during the Global Plastics Treaty process illustrates how short-term pressures can eclipse long-term planetary needs and scientific consensus.

To move forward, Asean member states should embrace a Planetary Health Roadmap where they:

Set a firm deadline to end fossil fuel subsidies and redirect those funds into renewable energy and energy efficiency programmes.

Guarantee the right to a clean and healthy environment by embedding it explicitly in national constitutions.

Establish 1.5C-aligned, fair-share carbon budgets for high-emitting sectors, with clear caps and reduction pathways.

Require short and long-term planetary health impact assessments for all major national development policies and projects, including gas production.

Adopt a binding Asean-wide renewable energy target, such as achieving 72% of the power mix from renewables by 2040.

Ban new fossil fuel projects that are not aligned with a 1.5C pathway, and those in ecologically vulnerable areas, including forests, mangroves and the Coral Triangle, to safeguard climate-critical ecosystems.

At the regional level, Asean can accelerate renewable energy adoption while ensuring a just and equitable transition.

This means supporting displaced fossil fuel workers, expanding universal energy access, and reinvesting revenues into resilient infrastructure.

Globally, Asean should lend its collective weight to initiatives such as a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, which will establish a global framework for phasing out fossil fuels while ensuring fairness for developing economies.

If Asean acts decisively, it can transform its vulnerability into leadership. Our collective future depends on moving beyond fossil fuels and embedding planetary health as the foundation of prosperity and peace.

Dr Jemilah Mahmood, a physician and crisis leader, is Executive Director of the Sunway Centre for Planetary Health at Sunway University, Malaysia. Adam Farhan is the co-founder and director of Rimbawatch, an environmental think-tank conducting research and advocacy on climate-related issues in the Maritime Southeast Asian region, headquartered in Kuala Lumpur.
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																The outcry about a top student of Cambodian nationality being arrested at his school in a northeastern border province last week reminds us that the government's "Education for All" policy is not truly enforced or understood by law enforcers.
The case has drawn criticism after a video of the boy being escorted to Bua Chet Police Station in Surin province after morning assembly, while still in his school uniform, was shared by one of his teachers, Sophon Jongboriboon, and subsequently went viral.

The clip also showed the boy changing into normal attire and then hugging Mr Sophon at the police station and crying, before he and his mother were transported to a checkpoint in Sa Kaeo province to await deportation to Cambodia.

Teachers at the school reportedly chipped in money to help the woman pay for the paperwork needed to re-enter Thailand.

The boy, 13, is described as an ace student who had lived with his Thai father-in-law for almost a decade in Thailand and studied at a Thai school.

He has a "G-card" issued by the Ministry of Education, which provides these to foreign students who lack a 13-digit Thai identity card so they can study at Thai schools. The card is part of the government's "Education for All" policy, which has been active since 2005. It allows non-Thais to attend public schools for free from preschool until high school.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued an official letter condemning the boy's arrest as undue, disproportionate and in conflict with Thailand's commitment to observe the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The CRC requires governments to refrain from discriminatory policies against children and to provide equal education and services to them regardless of their nationality.

It is a relief to see the government finally come to the rescue, offering help to the mother in handling the immigration paperwork so they could both return.

Despite the apparent happy ending to this tale, it is not the first and likely not the last time non-Thai students have been badly mistreated here.

The police and other officials have even previously arrested the offspring of refugees who studied at educational centres. That surely contravenes the "Education for All" policy, not to mention the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The next government and education minister must work harder to properly implement the policy that has been so proudly trumpeted.

The ministry must commit to making schools "safe zones" where all forms of violence and human rights violations are not tolerated. It must also ensure officials observe the policy and earmark a reasonable budget to provide education for non-Thai students.

To counter fears of taxpayers' money being wasted, the government must communicate the positive aspects this will have on Thai society.

Thailand is an ageing society, so demand for labourers will keep rising. Providing an education to non-Thai students, or even the children of refugees, will help plug this gap, aiding the economy, boosting tax revenue, and even supporting Thai culture and local products.

Above all, a proper commitment to human rights and the provision of equal education will propel Thailand to become a more open society -- a land of opportunity in the region.
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																A motley band of greedy fantasists got together at the White House on Aug 27 and came up with a cunning plan to bring peace to the Middle East while lining their own pockets at the same time. It was "leaked" within days, as it was clearly meant to be, and since then the sound of outraged clucking has been loud in the land.
It is "a Trumpian get-rich-quick scheme reliant on war crimes, AI and tourism," wrote the Israeli daily Ha'aretz.

"It's insane," said HA Hellyer of the Royal United Services Institute. They are right, so far as they go -- but they only know the half of it. The other half is that this is an insane crime that could actually happen.

As you would expect at a meeting chaired by Donald Trump, half the participants were real estate developers by trade -- himself, his ignorant "Special Envoy for the Middle East" Steve Witkoff, and his son-in-law Jared Kushner. Marco Rubio was there as National Security Adviser, and former British prime minister Tony Blair to raise the tone a bit.

The meeting was intended to flesh out the plan for "cleansing" Gaza of its two million current residents that Mr Trump first mooted early this year and replacing them with an unspecified but wealthy "international" population who would turn it into "the Riviera of the Middle East". You know, like Saint-Tropez, Antibes and the Cinque Terre, only flatter and farther east.

The Palestinians who are living and dying in Gaza now would be "relocated" to some other country while 40 million tonnes of rubble, unexploded ordnance and decomposed bodies are cleared away and a shiny new city is built on the ruins. Property owners will be given digital tokens that they can spend to resettle elsewhere or maybe even buy property in Gaza again.

The United States will govern Gaza as a "trusteeship" for at least ten years, with no information on what happens after that. The immense cost of clearing up the devastation and building a new "Land of Oz" would be borne by private investors, who could expect a fourfold return on their capital in a decade. And everyone will live happily ever after.

There are different levels of self-deception operating among the various political and financial groups that may be inveigled into supporting this bizarre and illegal project. Most naive are those who believe this is a sincerely meant and viable plan. This may include Mr Trump, who is probably blinded by the ever-receding vision of the Nobel Peace Prize.

Then there are those who pride themselves on their cynicism and have worked out that it is just "a cover story for ethnic cleansing", as the Washington Post put it. It gives Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu something to say while his troops drive the Palestinians into exile, and he can just "change his mind" later about letting them return.

And then there are the true cynics, most of them Arabs, who know all of the above and still think that the Riviera of the Middle East may come to pass. They base this view on their conviction that the governing Arab elites have given up on the Palestinians and would accept Israeli annexation not only of the Gaza Strip but also of the West Bank.

Here's what a Lebanese-American journalist Ragheda Dergham wrote on Aug 31: "Trump and Kushner have calculated that Arab states, particularly in the Gulf, will not jeopardise their prized bilateral relationships with the Trump administration. Eventually, they believe, these countries will accept the new status quo in Gaza and, later, the West Bank, however bitterly...

"Neither Arab states nor the Islamic Republic of Iran, nor Turkey or the broader Islamic world, will do more than protest -- albeit in varying forms -- against US support for Israeli plans to remove Palestinians from Gaza and the West Bank through either forced or 'voluntary' displacement, in service of the biblical project to remake these territories into a singular Jewish state."

I'm afraid she may be right, in which case Israel may have "King Bibi" forever. Of course, Ragheda Dergham lives in Lebanon. In most other countries of the Arab world, she'd be in jail.
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																Much has changed since Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin last stood together atop Tiananmen Square in 2015. When they did so again this week, it was supposedly as equal partners. But, of course, the reality is far more complex.
The conventional wisdom is that China has cemented its position as the dominant partner, especially since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. After all, it is now Russia's biggest trading partner, accounting for more than half of Russian imports in 2023, whereas Russia doesn't even make China's top five. While Russia relies on China to buy roughly half of its crude oil exports, these purchases account for only 17.5% of China's total oil imports. Simply put, Russia needs China to keep its own economy going.

Yet for all this dependence, China is not dictating outcomes, and the Kremlin is not acting like a junior partner. Consider the war in Ukraine. While it has some significant upsides for China -- not least by diverting US resources from the Pacific theatre -- there is no doubt that Mr Putin is calling the shots on the timing, scope, and endgame.

On paper, China may have the leverage to influence Russia's policy. But it's hard to imagine a scenario in which Ukraine could compel China to use it. Doing so would not only jeopardise China's relations with a key partner, but also contravene its own core foreign-policy principle of "non-interference". Mr Putin knows that better than anyone.

Although China has consistently pitched itself as a "peacemaker", that role has been filled by other countries, including Turkey and Saudi Arabia; and now, US President Donald Trump and Mr Putin have proved capable of engaging each other without a broker.

The limits of Chinese influence are even more striking around its own borders, where Russia's deepening partnership with North Korea is raising alarms. China may welcome Russian meddling in Europe, but potentially destabilising the Korean Peninsula is quite another matter.

If China is unwilling to influence outcomes in Ukraine and unable to deter potential instability in its own neighbourhood, that suggests there is more to Sino-Russian relations than a simple junior-senior partnership. Though the economic relationship may have changed, the politics have yet to catch up.

Historically, China was long its northern neighbour's junior partner -- and sometimes its victim. Czarist Russia was among the imperial powers that carved up Chinese territory in the nineteenth century, seizing roughly 1.5 million square kilometres in China's northeast -- an area roughly one-sixth of China's current territory. And later, in 1969, disputes over the same border sparked a seven-month conflict with the Soviet Union.

Thus, the view in Beijing is that the last 30-odd years of strong relations are an exception, not the norm. Chinese leaders remain reluctant to redefine the relationship, especially when the current posture brings valuable benefits such as cheap energy. Given this potent combination of economic gain and political anxiety, they are unlikely to put meaningful pressure on the Kremlin.

Russia, for its part, is struggling to accept the idea of Chinese dominance. It is still holding out in negotiations over the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline, refusing China's demands that it sell gas at its heavily subsidised domestic price level. Russia has also imposed significant "recycling fees" -- which function similarly to tariffs -- to counter the sevenfold surge in imported Chinese autos that followed Western carmakers leaving the country.

Meanwhile, the Russian right has been increasingly vocal in urging the Kremlin to resist dependence on China. Noting that Russia's sparsely populated Far East sits uneasily beside China's vast population, nationalist commentators warn that the Chinese have not forgotten their "lost territories", and surely covet Russia's endowments of cheap energy and raw materials. Their arguments draw on history and identity, not just economics, to bolster a politics that rejects the role of supplicant.

Russia also appears to be keeping China at arm's length in the Arctic, where China aspires to assert itself as a "near-arctic state". And in North Korea, the more that Russia provides fuel, food, and technical assistance, the less leverage that China will have over Kim Jong-un.

Still, there are some areas where China is growing bolder. It is increasingly stepping into Russia's traditional sphere of influence in Central Asia, pledging more than US$25 billion (808 billion baht) in investment in the region just in the first half of this year.

Mr Xi also recently attended the second China-Central Asia Summit in Astana -- a clear signal of Chinese priorities, given that he had been limiting his international engagements.

These realities, not hand-on-heart declarations of "no-limits" partnership, offer the best gauge of bilateral ties. Sino-Russian relations are by no means on the verge of collapse, but their evolution will reflect political, historical, and geographical constraints, not trade volumes.

China still harbours a deep-seated fear of instability along its borders, informed in part by Russia's own history of territorial aggression. That is why neighbouring North Korea, not Ukraine, has more potential to serve as a wedge between the two.

It is also why China views the fall of Mr Putin's regime and the chaos that could ensue along its border as an intolerable outcome.

For Russia, the same mindset that drove the invasion of Ukraine also shapes its view of China. The Kremlin is struggling to reconcile growing economic dependency with its self-image as an enduring great power.

The nationalist right argues that Western sanctions have forced Russia to become more self-reliant, and that this hard-won "autonomy" must not be surrendered.

The idea that Russia's future could be dictated on Chinese terms is anathema to the country's political elite as well.

That makes Russia's own vision of the future unpalatable to China, which wants to cement itself as a technological powerhouse and lynchpin of the global economy, not join an alliance of isolated, wilfully destabilising rogue actors.

Ten years after Mr Xi and Mr Putin's previous Tiananmen meet-up, the images depicting unity cannot hide their countries' historical mistrust and diverging long-term interests. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Ruby Osman is a Senior Policy Adviser on China at the Tony Blair Institute. Dan Sleat is a Senior Policy Adviser on Russia and Ukraine at the Tony Blair Institute.
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									Lumpini gets a facelift								
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																Lumpini Park in the heart of Bangkok is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, with a much-needed facelift.
As temporary walls and construction signs pop up in and around the park, they signal more than just a renovation. The works represent a new hope that the landmark will fulfil its purpose not just as a recreational hub but as a model of harmonious coexistence between generations and nature.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has already made visible progress with its ambitious, three-phase plan to ensure that the park becomes a space for cultural integration, serving diverse modern recreations with inclusive, climate-action design that focuses on regenerative abilities.

The first phase involves improving the existing infrastructure and facilities. The new public toilets, two of them sponsored by Central Group, opened in early August. The modern facilities are not only clean and equipped with amenities for people with disabilities and babies, but they also address a common pain point for athletes: secure storage. New lockers have been installed, with users being required to bring their own padlocks.

The toilets project, along with a planned dog park supported by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce, highlights a remarkable public-private collaboration.

However, as Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt noted, the real challenge lies in long-term maintenance. Visitors to Lumpini Park are aware that this isn't the first time the toilets and other facilities have undergone renovation. Past efforts have often fallen short, with these facilities quickly degrading, becoming dirty or having fixtures stolen.

Another highly anticipated project is a new street food vendor centre, being built on the Ratchadamri Road side of the park. This initiative, scheduled to open in early 2026, serves multiple purposes -- catering to park visitors, enhancing the quality of Bangkok's street food, facilitating the relocation of vendors, and providing opportunities for other sellers.

The vendor centre reflects Mr Chadchart's continued effort to bring order to the city's streets by relocating street food vendors to designated areas, like Singapore's successful approach in the 1960s. If this pilot project proves successful, the Lumpini food vendor centre could serve as a model for other parks across the city.

Another ongoing project is a corridor to connect Lumpini Park with Benjakitti Park. Although the two parks are already linked by a 1.3km bike path commonly referred to as the Green Bridge, the new corridor will enhance accessibility and connectivity within both parks.

While full plans for this corridor include a five-storey viewing tower and a spiral walkway, apparently to serve as a new landmark for Lumpini Park, securing budget for these more ambitious additions is still in progress, according to news reports.

The same is true for the second and third phases of the park's renovation, which include a 500-car underground parking lot, a new water retention and management system to address flooding, and designated areas for public activities such as urban farming. These proposals are also awaiting budget approval.

While the timeline for these future projects remains uncertain, the ongoing improvements to Lumpini Park's existing infrastructure are already a positive sign, giving city dwellers hope that their favourite green space will soon offer an improved experience.
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									A Nobel Prize for band-aid peace deals?								
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																The Bangkok Post editors suggested I revisit the topic of Thailand's border conflict since I had written about it for the newspaper earlier this year, and since the conflict was heating up again.
I wondered with a sense of irony how it was possible that the conflict was escalating when it is one of the "many wars" President Donald Trump publicly claims to have ended in his first six months in office. In fact, Mr Trump is so proud of this self-proclaimed accomplishment that he referred to himself as the "President of Peace" when he posted about the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire agreement on July 28.

Though the ceasefire is an important step, it is only a precursor to a negotiated agreement for a lasting peace in this long-simmering border conflict. Mr Trump's online implicit threat to scuttle trade negotiations may have jump-started the ceasefire, but it hardly qualifies as the kind of diplomatic peace-brokering worthy of the Nobel Prize for which the US president has publicly yearned.

Since the latest eruptions of the border conflict have already been thoroughly reported in this paper and other outlets, it seems timely to take a broader examination of performative gestures of peace and conflict exacerbated for political gain. Examples abound in both Thailand and the US.

Of the recent accords that Mr Trump says he has achieved to end wars, at least two (Armenia-Azerbaijan, and Democratic Republic of the Congo-Rwanda) were primarily economic deals predicated on the US acquisitive hunt for rare earth minerals and energy resources. The African deal did not even include one of the primary parties to the conflict, making it even more inaccurate to characterise it as a peace agreement. At best, they might be considered band-aid peace agreements, reflecting an emphasis on superficial appearance consistent with the current US administration.

So, will the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire hold, and has Mr Trump waved his wand and achieved peace in Southeast Asia? Considering that the underlying issues forming the conflict's framework have still not been addressed, it seems doubtful. But the greater determinant may be political forces in both Cambodia and Thailand, which have stoked nationalistic rhetoric and just how far they are willing to go to gain more power. Many observers in Thailand have noted that the military has consolidated power as Paetongtarn Shinawatra was weakened by scandal over the conflict, leading to her ouster from office by the court last week. And though Hun Manet is in the titular seat of power, it is still his father, Hun Sen, who is playing the long game.

In Washington, DC, Mr Trump has declared a public safety emergency to justify bringing in thousands of federal law enforcement and National Guard troops. Residents have been baffled by the use of the term "emergency". There has been a 35% decrease in violent crime from 2023 to 2024 in the District of Columbia, and the crime rate is now at its lowest point in 30 years. Admittedly, crime is a concern, as it is in other American cities, but it is not being addressed through the performative show of force currently on DC streets.

In the first two weeks of the federal crackdown, arrests have slightly increased, with a large involvement of federal forces in nabs for traffic violations and minor offences such as possessing an open container of alcohol on the street. There has been very little federal involvement in arrests for violent crimes, such as homicide or aggravated assault, which formed the rhetorical backbone of Mr Trump's justification for the takeover.

One notable exception was the arrest of a man who threw a sandwich at federal troops while yelling, "I don't want you in my city." He was charged with felony assault of a law enforcement officer.

While Mr Trump was publicly describing DC's crime as "out of control", he also cut funding for security grants to the city by $20 million (646.3 million baht), further reducing the city's ability to engage in community policing. The clearest byproduct of the takeover thus far has been a dramatic decrease in dining out and in tourism, dealing economic blows to a city still emerging from the pandemic recession. The current militarisation of DC is so far removed from the underlying issues enabling crime that the National Guard troops are being tasked with landscaping and picking up litter. This illustrates the Trump focus on surface embellishment at the expense of deeper systemic issues.

Parallel to the Thai-Cambodian border conflict, there are partisan political dimensions to the manufactured emergency in DC, as well. Mr Trump claims that he will replicate the militarisation and federal police crackdown in other American cities, including Chicago and New York. He claims this is an effort to stop crime, but observers note that he only threatens this type of force against cities that are Democratic strongholds. Indeed, Oklahoma City has a higher rate of violent crime than DC, but it also has a Republican mayor, and it is therefore unlikely that we will see armed military vehicles cruising its streets.

In Thailand, as in DC, it will be necessary to separate the true issues of conflict that must be addressed from those examples of smoke and mirrors meant to cause reaction on the big stage. In the border conflict, there are issues, such as the use of landmines, that must be addressed immediately and directly. But many of the occurrences that led to violence in recent years -- the taunting misstatement of fact by a soap opera actress, a group singing patriotic songs at a temple, the exclusion of Muay Thai from an Asian sports festival -- are blatant examples of provocation. Reacting to them only distracts from creating stability at the border.

As I have written here and elsewhere, the border conflict may not be a good case for true resolution. The flawed 1907 Franco-Siamese agreement and colonial map-making informing it will not be satisfactorily untangled or relitigated at this point. But there are enough sparks of commonality to make the situation ripe for conflict management. There are issues of shared cultural heritage that predate either nation. The potential exploitation of natural resources at the border means that investments made by both sides can create joint benefits. And the thousands of people who cross the border daily for their livelihoods need a secure environment for the economic well-being of themselves and their families.

In Washington, DC, there are many people who would welcome increased resources to fight the underlying causes of crime, including access to handguns and a lack of economic opportunities for youths. They would embrace constructive efforts to build trust between citizens and police, rather than intimidating visuals meant to spur shock and awe.

When real lives are at stake, as they are at the Thai-Cambodian border and on the streets of DC, the issue is too important to posture behind dramatic PR images and empty declarations of peace. The only answer is to do the work, quietly and humbly, of coming to the table to understand what is really happening from the perspective of all parties, whether it is halfway around the world or in your own backyard.



Sally Tyler, an attorney and policy practitioner in Washington, DC, is the author of the book, 'The Durian Chronicles: Reflections on the US and Southeast Asia in the Trump Era'.
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									Indie favorite Jarmusch beats out Gaza war film for Venice top prize

									
								

									VENICE - A gentle study of dysfunctional families by veteran American director Jim Jarmusch clinched top prize at the Venice Film Festival Saturday, while a harrowing docu-drama about the Gaza war took second.
									Jarmusch's "Father Mother Sister Brother" starring Cate Blanchett, Adam Driver and Tom Waits, drew mostly positive reviews for its humourous portrayal of awkwardness and guilt.

The "Broken Flowers" director, who wrote the script for three family get-togethers in upstate New York, Dublin and Paris, had called it "a kind of anti-action film".

"Thank you for appreciating our quiet film," he said during his acceptance speech.

In a move that might disappoint campaigners against the Gaza war, the Venice jury under American director Alexander Payne did not reward "The Voice of Hind Rajab" with the Golden Lion.

Instead, the film about a five-year-old Palestinian girl killed by Israeli troops last year, which reduced many festival viewers to tears, was given the grand jury second prize.

Director Kaouther Ben Hania produced a dramatised re-telling of Hind Rajab Hamada's ordeal after she was trapped in a car that came under fire while she and her relatives were fleeing Gaza City.

It was the most talked about movie on the Venice Lido and tipped by many as the likely winner after a 23-minute standing ovation at its premiere on Wednesday.

Hind Rajab's story "is not hers alone", Ben Hania said as she accepted her award.

"It is tragically the story of an entire people enduring genocide, inflicted by a criminal Israeli regime that acts with impunity," she added.

Brad Pitt, Joaquin Phoenix as well as Oscar-winning directors Jonathan Glazer ("The Zone of Interest") and Mexico's Alfonso Cuaron ("Roma") joined the film as executive producers after editing had been completed.

Jarmusch signalled his opposition to Israel's continued siege and bombardment of Gaza by wearing a badge saying "Enough" on the red carpet for the Venice awards ceremony.

- Best actors -

Elsewhere on Saturday, China's Xin Zhilei won the best actress award for her role in "The Sun Rises on Us All" directed by Cai Shangjun.

The 39-year-old actress plays a woman trying to make amends with her former lover, who served time in prison for a crime she had committed.

Italy's Toni Servillo won the best actor award after wowing audiences in Paolo Sorrentino's "La Grazia", playing a principled politician facing a moral dilemma.

The veteran film and stage actor portrayed an Italian president at the end of his career wrestling with whether or not to sign a bill to legalise euthanasia.

Big-budget productions such as Netflix's "Frankenstein" by Guillermo del Toro and "Jay Kelly" by Noah Baumbach as well as Yorgos Lanthimos's "Bugonia" with Emma Stone went home empty-handed.

In the secondary "Orizzonti" ("Horizons") section of the festival, gay Mexican truck driver drama "En el Camino" by David Pablos scooped top prize.

"Father Mother Sister Brother" is the first Jarmusch film to compete at Venice. The American had previously opted to showcase his productions at rival festival Cannes.

Film bible Variety said his film had his "trademark wry humor but also new notes of mellow, generous wisdom".

Screen called it a "tender family triptych".

- Major platform -

Critics were broadly positive about the line-up of films in Venice this year. The festival is an important launch platform for big-budget international productions and arthouse films.

Several previous winners of the prestigious Golden Lion have gone on to Oscar glory, such as "Nomadland" and "Joker".

"The Smashing Machine" by American director Benny Safdie, a touching film about late 1990s mixed martial-arts (MMA) pioneer Mark Kerr, picked up the third-place directing prize on Saturday.

The Hollywood Reporter called the film starring Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson a "compellingly gritty and offbeat biopic", while Johnson was even tipped by some for a best actor award.

"Sotto le Nuvole" (Below the Clouds), a sumptuous documentary about Naples by acclaimed Italian documentary maker Gianfranco Rosi, won a special jury prize.

The Gaza conflict has been a major talking point throughout this year's festival and many prize winners mentioned the war while on stage on Saturday night.

An open letter calling on festival organisers to denounce the Israeli government over its offensive in Gaza has been signed by around 2,000 cinema insiders, according to the organisers.
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									Thousands pay respects to Giorgio Armani

									Questions turn to the future of the fashion legend's empire
								

									MILAN, Italy - Thousands of mourners began paying homage on Saturday to Italian fashion giant Giorgio Armani, following his death aged 91.
									The designer died Thursday after months of fragile health and will be laid to rest at a private funeral on Monday in Milan.

But members of the public are able to pay their respects this weekend, with his coffin laid out for public viewing at the Teatro Armani at Via Bergognone 59 in the northern Italian city.

Hundreds of people were already queuing when the doors opened at at 9:00 am (0700 GMT), led by a large group of Armani group staff, all in black mourning wear and black sunglasses.

The wooden coffin was laid in a darkened room, white flowers laid on top, and surrounded by white paper lanterns.

"It's so emotional," said Silvia Albonetti, an Emporio Armani saleswoman. "He was an incredible man... sometimes rude, but human.".

"Every fashion show (Armani did) was pure magic. No one has managed to make women stand out like he did He will be missed," fashion student Pietro Angeleri, 20, told AFP.

King of a luxury lifestyle empire worth billions of euros, Armani dressed Hollywood actors, pop stars and royals in understated but exquisitely tailored creations.

His death came just weeks before celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of his fashion house at Milan Fashion Week.

'Protecting what he built'

Born in Piacenza in northern Italy, the young Armani first enrolled in medical school but moved into fashion after a stint as a window dresser at a Milan department store.

By 1973, Armani had opened his own Milan design studio and created his debut eponymous collection in 1975.

The city, which adopted him as its own, has declared the day of his funeral a day of mourning.

The Italian icon was credited with inventing red-carpet fashion after he opened an office in Los Angeles in 1983 with the aim of dressing celebrities, and said cinema provided him with a constant source of inspiration.

He later expanded into haute couture, interior design, hotels, perfumes and chocolates, all while maintaining a firm grip on the brand and building a devoted team which became his family.

Questions about future

Armani had no children, and his death leaves a question mark over the future of his empire.

His nieces Roberta and Silvana Armani work for the group, while his nephew Andrea Camerana is a board member.

His nieces Roberta and Silvana Armani work for the group, while his nephew Andrea Camerana is a board member.

Pantaleo Dell'Orco, with whom Armani had a very close relationship for many years, heads the men's style office and took bows in Armani's place at the fashion shows this year.

In their statement marking his death, his family and employees committed "to protecting what he built and to carrying his company forward in his memory".

The public viewing will last all day Saturday and all day Sunday at the Teatro, a former Nestle chocolate factory.

It was transformed on Armani's request in 2001 into the company's minimalist but luxurious headquarters, and it was where Armani showcased his creations.
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									Food beyond taste

									At LV The Place Bangkok, celebrated chefs Gaggan Anand and Yosuke Suga joined curator Amal Khalaf to discuss how gastronomy transcends sustenance to become memory, ritual and a universal language that unites people across cultural divides
								

									Louis Vuitton has long been synonymous with imagination and craft, transforming raw materials into cultural artefacts that transcend utility. At LV The Place Bangkok, this vision now extends beyond fashion and design into new creative territories. The Maison recently hosted the second edition of its Creative Talk series, themed "Beyond The Plate: Cultures, Connection & Convergence".
									The discussion brought together three bold voices -- Gaggan Anand, executive chef of Gaggan at Louis Vuitton; Yosuke Suga, executive chef of Sugalabo V; and Amal Khalaf, London-based curator and director of programmes at Cubitt. Moderated by Ston Tantraporn, the panel explored food as memory, ritual, performance and language -- capable of uniting people across boundaries.

A Place Of Dreams

Welcoming guests, Wattasri Pattamasing Na Ayudhaya, managing director of Louis Vuitton Thailand and Vietnam, reflected on LV The Place Bangkok, which has drawn more than 1.2 million visitors in 18 months.

"This place continues to create connection," she said. "It's where people converse, come for inspiration and share experiences they cannot find anywhere else. Last year we spoke about architecture. This time, food -- something we all live with every day. Unlike a building, food disappears in a fleeting moment, yet in that moment, it creates memory, love and happiness."

For Vuitton, placing gastronomy at the centre of its cultural programme underscores its ambition to be not only a luxury house but also a curator of dialogue. Like fashion, food is a stage for creativity and storytelling.

[image: Caption caption Photos Courtesy of LOUIS VUITTON]
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Memories At The Table

Moderator Ston opened by asking about the panellists' earliest food memories.

Chef Gaggan, known for rebellious progressive Indian cuisine, laughed: "If you want to bribe me, get me some cake. My love for dessert is probably why I'm a young-age diabetic." He quickly turned reflective: "Our plate is a globe. We may be divided by colour, language and borders, but food unites us."

Chef Yosuke, protege of Joel Robuchon, admitted his childhood sweet tooth: "I loved Japanese street sweets, chemical and colourful, less than a dollar. Today, my cuisine is the opposite: disciplined, precise, rooted in respect for ingredients."

Curator Amal Khalaf recalled debates in her family home between basmati and jasmine rice, and her grandmother's mass cooking in Bahrain. "My childhood was about sharing food with the community," she said.

Their stories affirmed that food memory shapes careers, philosophies and how culture itself is understood.

Kitchens Of Discipline And Chaos

Asked to describe their kitchens in three words, their contrasts were clear.

"Rules, discipline, cleanliness. Behind me there is a portrait of my boss, Robuchon, still watching me," chef Suga said.

"Rock'n'roll," chef Anand said. A former musician, he likened his kitchen to a concert: "I want to provoke all five senses, to create an immersive two-and-a-half-hour performance."

The contrast between Suga's precision and Anand's chaos became a running theme -- tradition and innovation, discipline and provocation.

Tradition, Innovation And The Role Of Memory

Suga recounted that before opening Sugalabo, a broken oven forced him to travel Japan with his team. "We met farmers, fishermen, sake brewers. That became the foundation of my cuisine. Ingredients come first, then ideas. We continue this journey every month."

Anand said he drew inspiration from Thailand: "Chilli changed my cooking. Imagine life without chilli -- just salt and sweet. Thailand taught me that food is equality. The richest and poorest can share a bite at the same street cart. That's why our first dish at Gaggan at Louis Vuitton is a globe: food unites us."

Yet he warned: "We are not protecting cuisine. Our grandmother's recipes are disappearing. Every government should protect their food cultures. Food is culture, and culture must be preserved."

[image: Chef Gaggan Anand.]
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Art, Food And Spaces Of Care

Amal Khalaf highlighted food as a tool for care, healing, and transformation. "I work with relationships, with gatherings. Change doesn't happen through objects but through feelings. Sharing food is one of the ways we relearn how to be together."

She described projects pairing artists with refugee cooks, creating picnics where bread carried stories of migration and ecological interventions such as transforming salmon farms into oyster farms. For her, the keywords were "friendship, transformation and waywardness" -- a philosophy resonant with Vuitton's embrace of creative convergence.

Seduction, Pleasure And The Ephemeral

Why dedicate life's work to something that disappears in a mouthful?

Suga: "Cooking is an act of love. Without love, you cannot do it every day. Sharing food with people is proof of our value."

Khalaf: "I'm interested in change at an emotional level. That happens not with objects but with feelings."

Anand: "It's life and death. A carrot spends its life underground. When we bring it to the plate, we bring justice to its suffering. Food is seduction and pleasure -- it should never become AI or a pill."

[image: Amal Khalaf.]
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Rules, Rebellion And Respect

Despite differences, both chefs agreed on one uncompromising rule: "Do not cook in anger."

"If you don't have the love to cook, take a break," said Anand. "At our level, you need heart, not just a job."

Suga echoed: "I check everything, from the air-conditioning to the bathroom. Rules and respect come first."

When asked to choose between tradition or innovation, Suga answered: "Tradition." Anand shot back: "Innovation."

Last Meals, Laughter And Legacy

The talk ended with lighter questions about last meals.

Anand: "Black Forest cake -- the most fake one, with fake cream and fake cherries."

Khalaf: "Fried chicken, and Safi fish from Bahrain, fried with lemon, black lemon powder, turmeric and cumin."

Suga: "Onigiri. But more important than what you eat is who you eat with."

Even in jest, the themes of memory, culture and connection remained central.

[image: Chef Yosuke Suga.]
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Louis Vuitton As Cultural Curator

For Vuitton, the event reinforced its identity as more than a fashion house. As Wattasri had said, LV The Place Bangkok is "a place of dreams" -- a cafe, restaurant, exhibition space and platform where food, art and design converge.

"Dreams are continuous and they keep changing," reflected Anand on his collaboration with Vuitton. "This is not about financial success. It is about curating lifestyle, fashion, experience, and journey."

Suga added: "Institutions like Louis Vuitton give chefs the opportunity to share ideas and travel, to connect food with culture."

Beyond The Plate

The afternoon ended with applause, but the words lingered -- food as seduction and pleasure, as friendship and transformation, as rules and rebellion. Food as culture, memory and connection.

"Beyond The Plate" showed that in the hands of visionary chefs and curators, food is never ephemeral after all. It creates memory, provokes emotion and sparks conversations that last far beyond the meal itself.

At LV The Place Bangkok, it also confirmed Louis Vuitton's role as cultural curator -- uniting gastronomy, art, fashion and ideas, and inviting us to rethink not only what we eat, but how we live.
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									The healing touch

									Teenager Aruth Chinsupakul has created his own natural herbal soap brand after struggles with eczema
								

									Since childhood, Aruth Chinsupakul, 17, a student of Phillips Exeter Academy, a boarding school in the US, has lived with severe eczema, along with allergies to nuts, shellfish and dust mites.
									During flare-ups, his hands, elbows, legs, neck and face would crack and itch which affected his concentration and sleep. Therefore, he has to test every product before using it.

When he was a child, Aruth used gentle baby soap to avoid triggering his eczema. However, when he became a middle school student, he was embarrassed when his friends teased him about using baby soap. As he wanted to fit in with his friends, he came up with the idea of creating his own natural soap.

"I wanted to make soap that wasn't harmful to my skin and can be used by everyone. I realise that in this world, it is not only me who has eczema, so I don't want anyone else to go through the struggles or embarrassment like I did," explained Aruth.

Since Aruth grew up spending weekends in his grandparents' garden, he learned from his grandmother that Thai herbal remedies such as turmeric, lemongrass and aloe vera have the potential to relieve his eczema. As a child, Aruth was curious and enjoyed experimenting; he started mixing different scents and herbs to make his own soap. Over time, his experiment turned into a serious project that led to his own herbal soap brand, Art & Alice, which is named after himself and his sister.

Aruth's soap experiment became more professional when he was selected as an immunology intern at the Weissman Lab of the University of Pennsylvania which is led by Dr Drew Weissman, a 2023 Nobel laureate. At the lab, Aruth learned to adopt the culture of rigour. He later applied some techniques to the process of making his soap Art & Alice.
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"At the Weissman Lab, I learned a lab culture of rigour including tight controls, meticulous documentation and safety first. Working alongside mRNA/LNP projects trained me to change one variable at a time and verify results with proper controls. I applied the same discipline to Art & Alice such as using small-batch formulations, traceable and ethically sourced inputs, 24- to 48-hour patch tests, standardised cure times and approval of quality control logs, before any soap bar goes out," he explained.

It took Aruth around three years to finalise the formula of Gentle Glow, which is Art & Alice's first and main product. He said the most difficult part of making soap is to get the right balanced formula.

"Sometimes the soap came out too soft and did not form as a proper bar. Other times it became rock-hard and snapped like chocolate. There were batches where too much oil oozed out, or the scent disappeared after just one wash. Each failure taught me something new such as curing times, oil ratios and mixing methods. It took years of trial and error, plus guidance from pharmacists and dermatologists, before I finally achieved a formula that was gentle, stable and safe for sensitive skin," he said.

"The most important advice that I learned from pharmacists and dermatologists was to keep my ingredients simple. At first, I wanted to add all the best ingredients that I discovered from my research, but they taught me that not all ingredients are compatible with each other.

"Sometimes it would create a bad odour, and sometimes it would not work out. Having the appropriate ingredients in the right amount is best."
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Aruth initially aimed to make the soap for himself, but after more people aside from his family members and friends used and liked Art & Alice, he decided to get FDA approval.

"I realised it was not enough for me to say it was safe. It needed to meet official standards. Getting an FDA approval in Thailand proved the formula had been professionally reviewed and was compliant with national safety regulations."

With the FDA approval, many people may be interested in the product, but the downside of Art & Alice's is its price of 490 baht per bar, which is higher than other herbal soaps. Aruth insisted that he prioritises the quality of the soap and does not aim to make profit for himself.

The price of Gentle Glow is high because it contains 100% natural ingredients including aloe vera, shea butter, chamomile and lavender essential oil.

"Some brands claim that their soaps are natural, but their ingredients are not 100% natural since the brands add synthetic fragrances and chemicals. In addition to our natural ingredients, Gentle Glow's packaging is compostable including the ink on the label since it is made out of soybean," said Aruth.

Aside from the natural ingredients used in their soap production, Art & Alice's emphasises using raw materials grown with sustainability. As a result, Aruth came up with the idea of the Happy Worms Farm in Prachin Buri.

"I learned about vermicomposting and how African nightcrawler worms can turn food waste into high-quality organic fertiliser. This fertiliser is perfect for growing aloe vera and herbs, which are key ingredients in our soap. Happy Worms Farm is the first step in making sure our products are sustainable from the ground up," he explained.

"We chose Prachin Buri because it's an agricultural area owned by villagers who are interested in growing herbs but often lack access to resources or stable income. By starting the farm there, we were able to provide training, create jobs and give the community a new way to generate long-term income."

To emphasise that Art & Alice does not aim to make profit, all proceeds from sales will go to the Education and Quality of Life Foundation. The funds will support education for underprivileged youth and provide medical care for children with chronic skin conditions.

Additionally, Art & Alice provides many hands-on workshops partnering with schools, communities and young people. There are also workshops for visually impaired students.

"I created audio-based instructions which encourage them to use their sense of smell to create soap," said Aruth.

"After the third workshop, they were able to create soap on their own. In future, I'm planning to make the instructions available in Braille. Visually impaired students enjoy this activity because by creating their own soap, they can create their own income which can help them become more independent.

"My goal is to develop Art & Alice into a leading sensitive-skin brand in Southeast Asia -- one that is dermatology-tested, sustainable and socially inclusive. Beyond soap, I want to build a full skincare line that is safe for people with allergies while also creating a 'soil-to-skin' ecosystem where every product supports organic farming, fair jobs and community education."
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3099716/the-healing-touch



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Bringing books back to life

									At the National Library of Thailand, Ketsarin Pramuanpat is on a mission to restore damaged tomes
								

									Ketsarin Pramuanpat admits 150 patients every month to her clinic. Her day is more or less the same. She checks their health and treats injuries, whether minor or serious. But these patients are not humans -- they are books.
									"Patients and books are treated the same to extend their lifespans," said the book healer in an interview. She is a senior printer and head of a book conservation unit at the National Library of Thailand.

Ketsarin said when she got this job, nobody knew what it was. She graduated with a vocational degree in printing from what is now known as Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep. After working at printing houses for five years, she got this job at the Fine Arts Department in 2006.

"I am not a bookworm. I fall asleep when I read a book. However, I feel an itch to fix broken things. It is fun. Unlike my experience at school and printing houses, my current job focuses more on post-production," she said. "We want to restore damaged books as best as possible."

Her patients include general books, rarities and manuscripts, all of which deteriorate over time for a number of reasons. Damage is often the result of careless handling. While excessive humidity provides a favourable condition for mould, dust and dirt create insect infestations that ruin books. Extreme sunlight is also a cause for concern.

As a result, damaged books become loose, brittle and torn. Covers or spines fall off. Some fix their books by applying adhesive tape, which causes further damage because it leaves stains on paper.
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Ketsarin, for example, drew attention to an invisible challenge -- bugs -- that feed on paper stored in dark, tight places. Staff eliminate them and their offspring by subjecting them to extreme cold. Prior to conservation, given books are kept in sealed plastic bags and placed in a freezer at -15C for two weeks. Exposure to direct sunlight is not allowed because it can accelerate the deterioration of paper.

"Prevention is better than cure. Pepper, mothballs, and camphor can ward off insects from bookshelves," she said.

Key steps in book restoration involve dismantling, cleaning and repairing pages, and putting them back together. However, each book poses unique challenges and needs different cures. Still, the treatment for rare books and manuscripts is more complicated -- they need complete reconstruction. Staff keep original materials and show replicas to visitors, though they can be shown originals on request.

The book conservation team has developed a technique of applying a unique tape to minor tears. It is a combination of acid-free rice paper and clear glue made from mythl cellulose and water. This do-it-yourself tape is thin, transparent and adhesive enough to join tears. It is better than general sticky tape because it can be detached from a tear without causing damage.

When it comes to large tears, some parts may be missing. Similar paper or rice paper is used as replacement.
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Ketsarin said her team consists of six people. They repair 150 books and 300 pages of manuscript per month. At the National Library of Thailand, general books are damaged by normal wear and tear. Its collection of up to 50,000 rare books queue up for restoration. It also attends to requests for book conservation from other government organisations.

"We do it in order of priority. Librarians send us items that need urgent care," she explained.

Her extensive experience includes restoring King Rama IX's personal belongings, such as comic books and album covers, and the late Supreme Patriarch's books, to their former glory.

Ketsarin said libraries, archives and government printing houses all employ book healers. A certain number of individuals engage in this line of work. Some book healers in Bangkok include Seng Hong and Book Clinic. Others provide services in Ayutthaya, Chiang Mai and Songkhla.
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"It is a rare job because of the high costs involved. Clients must be able to afford it because repair is thorough work. The materials used are also expensive. For instance, a piece of rice paper costs around 15 baht and half of it is used for a page of a small book. That is why some people charge up to 80 baht per page for repair," she said.

Ketsarin added that efforts are under way to promote book conservation. The National Library of Thailand offers free classes to librarians and inmates for professional development. Meanwhile, Chulalongkorn University, Minburi Technical College, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University provide a bachelor's degree programme in printing, which are stepping stones to book healing.

When asked about their capacity for hard work, Ketsarin laughed. "We won't have finished them by the time we retire."
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									Folk music documentary taps into Dylan revival

									New look at legendary 1965 Newport festival given premiere at Venice Film Festival
								

									VENICE - A new documentary featuring never-before-seen footage of a pivotal moment in folk music history taps into a revival of interest in Bob Dylan thanks to the recent biopic "A Complete Unknown", which starred Timothee Chalamet.
									Newport and the Great Folk Dream, which premieres at the Venice Film Festival on Friday, charts the development of the Newport Folk Festival in Rhode Island in the early 1960s.

Director Robert Gordon picked through 90 hours of black-and-white archive footage shot and then stored for decades by filmmaker Murray Lerner, who made the 1967 documentary Festival.

"It was a constant revelation of gems and treasures," Gordon told reporters at a press conference on Friday.

Although the documentary sometimes struggles for narrative drive, music fans are likely to soak up gripping performances from American folk legends Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, Peter, Paul and Mary, or Doc Watson.

A young John Lee Hooker sings Boom Boom, while other Black blues heroes from the era, Skip James, Taj Mahal, Muddy Waters and the electric Howlin' Wolf have the crowd of college-age Americans in raptures.

Some of the most memorable moments, however, come from the long-forgotten regional acts -- gospel singers or performers of woodcutters' working music, which were a key part of the Newport festival vision.

But Dylan's fraught relationship with the folk music community provides the main plotline, a story that will be familiar to viewers of the Oscar-nominated A Complete Unknown which helped bring Dylan to a new, younger audience.

"We owe a big thank you to Timothee Chalamet and (director) James Mangold," Gordon said. "Teens, people in their 20s and 30s, who had never had heard of the Newport Folk Festival are now aware of it and interested in Dylan."

Newport and the Great Folk Dream ends with Dylan's now-famous performance in 1965 in which he plays an electric instead of acoustic guitar -- upsetting folk music purists -- leading to booing from some in the audience at the end of his set.

Race and war

In between the musical performances, Gordon also weaves in the era's tumultuous political backdrop, including protests against the Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, and the rise and death of President John F Kennedy.

The political content is a reminder to contemporary artists of their power and influence, film editor Laura Jean Hocking said.

"One of the things that we wanted to do with this movie was to tell people not to be afraid, to use their voices to speak out against injustice, to speak out against war, against racism, against the erasure of history," she said.

After diving into Dylan's back catalogue for A Complete Unknown, Mangold told AFP in January it had made him realise how "narcissistic" modern pop music was with its focus on "me, me, me".

The Newport film is one of several documentaries by international directors at the Venice Film Festival, which wraps up on Saturday.

Only one is in the running for the top Golden Lion prize, Italy's Gianfranco Rosi's ode to Naples, Sotto le Nuvole (Under the Clouds).
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									Iris-scan expansion on hold in Thailand

									Tools for Humanity asked for more evidence to assure regulators about safety of biometric data
								

									Tools for Humanity Thailand has decided to suspend the further expansion of its iris-scanning locations for two weeks as it seeks to address concerns that have arisen about the safety of biometric data.
									The company is preparing to host an "Orb Deep Dive Day", inviting security experts and regulators to verify for themselves that its service does not store or misuse people's biometric data, said Pakapol Thangtongchin, manager of Tools For Humanity Thailand.

Its parent, Tools for Humanity (TFH), is a technology company registered in San Francisco and Munich. It is building World ID -- a digital proof-of-human service for the artificial intelligence (AI) age -- with the Orb scanning device a key component.

There are over 100 Orb scanning locations in Thailand and the company had been planning to have at least 700 by the end of this year, Mr Pakapol said of the Thai operation.

The decision to suspend expansion came after a second meeting -- an earlier one took place on Aug 22 -- with the Personal Data Protection Committee (PDPC) and related agencies on Thursday, when it presented additional evidence that its service complies with local rules.

Pol Col Suraphong Plengkham, secretary-general of the PDPC, said the meeting considered three guidelines to ensure the biometric data will not be misused:


	First, companies that conduct biometric data scanning must completely delete or destroy the data after scanning and show the evidence to the PDPC that they did so.

	Second, companies are required to warn people about scammers who will hire them to scan their biometric data in exchange for money, as reported in some countries.

	Third, companies must obtain informed consent. They have to show people how the scanning devices work and give clear and complete explanations of key issues, such as what types of code the biometric data will be converted into and for what purpose.



Pol Col Suraphong said that in the case of TFH, the committee wanted to see more and clearer evidence about deletion of data after iris scanning to prove its transparency to the public.

Even after the planned Orb Deep Dive Day, there is no guarantee the company's evidence will be accepted. This will require further consideration by the PDPC, said a source with the committee.

However, Mr Pakapol said the company can show that it meets two out of the three guidelines. It is not hiring individuals to perform eye scans, nor is it paying cash to people who have their eyes scanned.

Scanning must take place exclusively at designated Orb locations, and users receive Worldcoin, a digital token valued from several hundred to a few thousand baht, depending on the market price, as an incentive.

Regarding consumer consent, the company uses a two-step process: users are asked for consent both before registering for a World ID and again immediately prior to scanning at the Orb device, he said.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: Sept 5-11

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in. 
									JOIN
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Cultural competition / Torito De Pucara / Until Nov 5

The Embassy of Peru in Thailand has launched the "Torito de Pucara: Peru and Thailand United by Art", a cultural project organised to celebrate the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Peru and Thailand. The initiative showcases the creativity of Thai and Peruvian artists, but also offers an extraordinary opportunity: a raffle of two round-trip tickets to Peru for residents in Thailand. Participants can join the contest by visiting all six Torito de Pucara sculptures being displayed at iconic locations across Bangkok, taking a photo or video with each piece and posting it on social media following the contest rules. Those who complete the circuit will qualify for the raffle, with two lucky winners travelling to Peru. At least one winner must be a Thai national, and both winners must be residents of Thailand. The six Toritos are at Iconsiam, Siam Discovery, Wat Pho, Songwat Road, One Bangkok and MRT Phahon Yothin. The contest ends on Nov 5, with winners announced on Nov 7, through the embassy's official social media channels. Winners must attend the ceremony on Nov 10 to receive their prize.
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New art store / Massimo Dutti 

Massimo Dutti has unveiled a new store at Iconsiam, featuring a fresh interior design concept across a total store size of 413m2. A much more refined concept, where artisan materials and techniques dress the space, the furnishings add tone to the different areas, with more organic shapes, more neutral and natural colours from fine materials, creating a purer feel. The store joins the ranks of Massimo Dutti's emblematic flagship stores turned into cultural spaces with the aim of fusing function with style and art. Bringing in Massimo Dutti's "ArtInProgress" project to Thailand until Sept 21, the store will be home to an exclusive exhibition featuring the works of PHKA Studio. By blending art, architecture, and nature, PHKA Studio transforms floral tradition into contemporary narratives of memory, culture and unexpected beauty, using unusual materials such as seeds and organic forms that evoke their ephemeral nature.
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Flavour crossroads / Cycle by Mauro Colagreco x Cote by Mauro Colagreco / Sept 10

For one day only, two Mauro Colagreco proteges: chef Yuhei Miyamoto of Tokyo's Cycle by Mauro Colagreco and chef Davide Garavaglia of Cote by Mauro Colagreco will offer a four-hands experience. Flavours of the Riviera meet Japan's sensory seasonality in an eight-course menu, which showcases the possibilities of seasonal ingredients. "Crossroads Of Flavour" will be held on Sept 10.

[image: ]

Travelling chef / Siri Sala / Sept 12-14

Siri Sala Private Thai Villa's "Travelling Chef Series" returns with "Lanna Journey: Breaking Boundaries", featuring chef Kong Chaiwongkhajorn from Locus Native Food Lab in Chiang Rai. A chef and a certified sommelier. chef Kong will present an exploration of progressive Lanna cuisine from Sept 12-14. The seven-course tasting menu is inspired by the distinct flavors, traditions and cultural identity of the Lanna Kingdom. For three evenings, diners will immerse in the tastes and narratives of the Lanna region. The evenings begin with a sunset boat ride from Si Phraya Pier, followed by a chat with chef Kong and dinner. 
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Lunar Eclipse / Banyan Tree Krabi / Sept 7

Visitors to the serene resort of Banyan Tree Krabi can experience the lunar eclipse on Sept 7 while immersing themselves in an evening of reflection, release and renewal. Beginning at 6pm on the beachfront lawn, the hotel's wellbeing practitioner Dr Subhash Shanbhag will lead a breathwork meditation class, followed by a Tibetan singing bowls class. The climax of the evening will be the appearance of a "blood moon", a relatively rare phenomenon occurring when the Earth casts its shadow over the Moon, causing it to appear red. Weather permitting, it's sure to be a memorable sight. 
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Hot stone / Chi, The Spa / Until Sept 30

Enjoy a special offer on the 60-minute Thermotherapy Massage with Golden Mask at Chi, The Spa, Shangri-La Bangkok. Warm stones release deep-seated tension, while a radiant golden mask delivers intense hydration and a luminous finish to the skin.
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Perfect pampering / Quan Spa / Until Dec 31

Quan Spa at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park is offering a morning or afternoon of serenity with a choice of two pampering treatments. Choose from an immersive Aromatherapy Massage or a Hot Stone Massage, available at discounted rates for lunchtime and afternoon treatments. Available until Dec 31. 
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Disney fair / Centralworld / Until Sept 7

With the theme of "Discover The World Of Disney", Disney Toy Expo Thailand 2025, which is being held at Centralworld, is said to be the biggest Disney toys and collectables fair in Southeast Asia. Meet characters from Lilo & Stitch, beloved classic Disney characters and merch from Star Wars and Marvel universes. Browse through more than 2,000 items and limited collections at 50 booths across 1,700m2. Free admission. 



EAT 
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Sunday Brunch / Dusit Thani Bangkok

The Dusit Thani Bangkok has launched the "Dusit Thani Sunday Brunch", a refined new dining experience at Pavilion restaurant. Available every weekend, the three-and-a-half-hour affair embraces the art of slowing down with good food and tipples. From the very first sip of bubbly, diners are immersed in a culinary journey of more than 80 dishes. Highlights include unlimited a-la-carte main courses prepared a la minute, with selections including Wagyu beef (marbling score 6+), Hokkaido scallop and foie gras Rossini, as well as dim sum, steamed to order by the Chinese kitchen team. Many not-to-be-missed delights from the buffet selection include a lobster and premium seafood station, five types of oyster, choices of Thai specialities, live grill and a sushi station. The Dusit Thani Bangkok is the only hotel in the city offering free-flow Dom Perignon as part of a premium brunch package. A lavish dessert spread, featuring artisanal pastries and a live mango sticky rice station. To celebrate the launch, Dusit Gold members who follow the hotel on social media and Line can enjoy an introductory indulgence until Sept 28 with complimentary free-flow Champagne, wines and beers.

[image: ]

Flavours of Portugal / Sirimahannop / Until Oct 31

Sirimahannop is taking diners on a voyage to Portugal with its latest limited-time dish: Peri Peri chicken. Sirimahannop's Peri Peri chicken features half a boneless free-range chicken, marinated in a secret blend of herbs and spices, and grilled to impart a unique smoky and charred flavour. The chicken is served with roasted root vegetables and will be on the menu till Oct 31.
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New highlights / Viu / Until Sept 28

The Signature Sunday Brunch at Viu will offer a new series of monthly highlights. Each month, diners can look forward to dishes built around a featured ingredient, offering a fresh culinary experience alongside a curated selection of live stations and the signature "At The Table" service. Chef Matteo Fontana will be offering dishes like Avocado and crab salad with yuzu dressing; Kani miso with crab meat and ikura; Stir-fried mud crab with weekly sauces such as black pepper, yellow curry and sweet and sour. Pasta lovers can enjoy housemade Tagliolini with crab and lemon, while the main dish is Homemade Yellow curry crab with betel leaf and fermented rice noodle. Further to the new dishes, there is also a seafood tower, premium cold cuts, pass-around pizzas, a selection of all-you-can-indulge main courses on weekly rotation such as Grilled lobster tail and Australian Wagyu beef striploin and a decadent dessert corner. Until Sept 28.
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Mid-Autumn Festival / Blue by Alain Ducasse / Until Oct 6

Blue by Alain Ducasse will offer a limited-edition collection of handcrafted mooncakes created by executive pastry chef Christophe Grilo. The mooncakes come in Confit d'Aurore, which is  orange candy; Foret de Jade or pandan coconut with ginkgo nuts; Coeur de Lotus or lotus paste; and Trinite Noire or chocolate custard vanilla. The limited-edition mooncake is available for pre-order until Oct 6
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Mid-Autumn Festival / Pullman Bangkok King Power / From Sept 22

Pullman Bangkok King Power is offering the "Pullman Moon Treasures: Signature Mooncake Collection", featuring Durian with yolk; Lotus with yolk; Mixed nuts with yolk; and Black sesame with yolk. The mooncakes are ready for delivery from Sept 22. 
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Abalone special / Pagoda Chinese Restaurant / Until Oct 31

Pagoda Chinese Restaurant at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park will offer a seasonal celebration of Jade Tiger Abalone, with a curated menu of hot and cold dishes. The Jade Tiger Abalone has a stunning green shell with a vibrant tiger stripe. Fed by the cold, nutrient rich waters that sweep northwards from Antarctica, it develops a tender, pearl-like meat. Throughout September and October, chef Oscar Pun presents eight dishes that highlight the abalone's natural sweetness and delicate texture. The dishes are Drunken abalone with Shaoxing rice wine sauce; Traditional abalone with Shanxi aged vinegar; Double-steamed abalone with Chinese red dates in clear chicken soup; Stir-fried abalone with chilli and onion; Steamed abalone with Hunan chilli sauce; Steamed abalone with Sichuan spicy sauce; Steamed abalone with black bean sauce; and Steamed abalone with garlic and soy sauce. 
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Sunday social / Avani Ratchada Bangkok

One Ratchada Restaurant, Avani Ratchada Bangkok, has launched the "Sunday Social" lunch buffet offering fresh seafood, sizzling BBQ, free-flow gin cocktails and live jazz for the ultimate weekend gathering. Every Sunday, indulge in an abundant spread starring Alaskan king crab, oysters, river prawns, clams and mussels on ice, alongside a smoky BBQ selection of crispy pork, roasted duck, Australian prime rib, seafood fresh off the grill and more. Enhance the afternoon with "Your Gin Vibe", free-flow gin cocktails from refreshing Gin Rickey and Gin Sonic to Gin Martini and floral Lychee Rose. All this comes with live jazz music. 



STAY
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Relax and reconnect / The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket / Until Sept 30

The Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa, Phuket is offering a series of curated experiences designed to inspire relaxation and connection. The "In-Villa Moments" package invites guests to unwind in a private pool villa with sea views. The two-night escape includes daily breakfast, a floating afternoon tea, a private "Eat Well" dinner, a 30-minute head and shoulder massage, nightly herbal tea, sunset cocktails at Mix Lounge and access to daily resort activities. Valid until Sept 30. "Afternoon Delights at Siray Bay" at Mix Lounge offers a daytime selection of sweet and savoury bites paired with premium tea or freshly brewed coffee and endless ocean views. Celebrate the "Catch Of The Day" at Seasonal Tastes with a choice of dishes that showcase the finest local seafood sourced daily from the Koh Siray market. Alternatively, Eest will present a selection of sizzling meat and succulent seafood at its "Moo Kra Ta BBQ Nights" or enjoy a "Romantic Dinner On The Beach", which is an intimate candlelit table for two. 



STUFF
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Special Swatch / Moonshine Gold / Sept 8

The latest collaborative watch between Swatch and Omega will be available on Sept 8. Mission To Earthphase - Moonshine Gold is the second timepiece in the series celebrating full moons, and showcases Swatch's latest earth phase innovation, as well as illustrations from the world of Snoopy and a moon phase indicator adorned with Omega's Moonshine Gold. Its moon phase indicator comes with an unexpected popcorn-inspired design. The moon's surface is reimagined as rows of golden kernels, with a classic popcorn box taking centre stage. It will be available at selected Swatch stores worldwide on Sept 8, the day after the full moon. Only one watch can be purchased per person and per store.
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									Your horoscope for Sept 5-11

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

March 21 - April 19

([?]) Get ready for a workplace shake-up. New systems and challenging projects will put your adaptability to the test and demand quick learning. Communication could be difficult, especially with colleagues. Conflicts, mind games and backstabbing may surface. Keep your guard up and choose your words wisely.

([?]) Money might roll in from an unexpected source or a well-connected friend. Unexpected but urgent expenses could hit your account. Keep your spending in check. Skip the impulse buys. Say no to co-signing documents. Stay alert for next-gen Ponzi schemes in new disguises. 

() There's a little tension between you and your partner. You both avoid addressing the elephant in the room. An uncomfortable truth just sits there. Opening up is the first step to getting unstuck.  

([?]) A stranger's quick wit might spark your interest and make your heart flutter a little. Already seeing someone? Expect clear signals that they want the relationship benefits without the label or public status. If you've played someone's heart before, karma may come for you.

 Taurus

April 20 - May 20

([?]) You're firing on all cylinders in terms of creativity, productivity and luck. You may connect with the right people at the right time. You can wrap up solo tasks and team projects without much sweat. Expect more recognition and exciting opportunities. If a job interview or business talk is coming, good news will likely come out of it.  

([?]) Your talent plus your network could pump up your income big time. Don't be tempted to spend like your favourite influencer. Stay financially grounded. Stick to your budget and set aside cash for emergencies. A treasured item you thought was gone for good is coming back soon. 

() Someone new might sweep you off your feet, fast and furious, or an old flame could suddenly spark. Although you're not so faithful, you still show up for your main partner. Your cover-up game is stronger than ever, for now. Just don't get caught. 

([?]) Your heart's about to get a serious workout. You might vibe right away with someone new, maybe through a dating app or while on a trip. Sparks could fly fast and chemistry might get intense. An ex, now taken, might hit you up for a nostalgic, no-strings reunion. Proceed with caution.

 Gemini

May 21 - June 20

([?]) An opportunity to supercharge your skills awaits. You get acclimated to new systems and rules. You maintain focus without getting distracted and you work like you've been installed with a new battery. You learn as you go and the results are better than you imagined. 

([?]) Financial opportunities are coming your way through friends or family. The money you've been waiting for will hit your account. Whether you're selling or buying, the deal soon will be sealed. You're on track with your savings goal and you spend within your budget. It's time to treat yourself to something that brings joy.  

() Life's about to get crazy busy, but your relationship still stays strong. Despite less one-on-one time, you two will keep it stable with mutual respect and quality communication. If you two are chasing a shared dream, get ready to celebrate. Your sexy time will be less frequent but more explosive.

([?]) No one you meet will make your heart flutter next week. Deep down, you're looking to be in a relationship anytime soon. Love's taking a backseat while you're busy securing the bag and glowing up. You're single, not sad. 

 Cancer

June 21 - July 22

([?]) Facing obstacles? You'll bulldoze through them. This week brings a creativity surge that'll have you tackling projects with renewed drive and focus. Work will flow better and deadlines won't stand a chance, no matter your location. Be ready for growth opportunities coming your way. 

([?]) Your past effort starts to bear fruit. New connections could open doors to money-making opportunities you hadn't even considered before. If a negotiation on your pay/rate is coming, you'll get what you want. Watch out for lifestyle inflation. It might sneak up on your budget and slow your savings goals. 

() Talking money with your honey might be surprisingly easy. You two are each other's anchor and compass when things get crazy. Expect romantic vibes and Insta-worthy moments. You two may get inspired to embrace healthier habits together.  

([?]) An opportunity to get to know someone you have your eye on presents itself. Take it but don't come across too eager. Don't expect them to like you right away. They must just see you as a funny friend.

 Leo

July 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Hidden issues and sketchy situations are about to come up, messing with your workflow and forcing you to adapt. Communication may not be so smooth, especially with higher-ups. Brace yourself for office politics, backstabbing and mind games. Stay sharp and choose your words wisely. A quick chat with your work mentor might result in an insight into how to navigate the chaos. 

([?]) Your cash flow might get interrupted, so spend wisely. Ignore all the enticements and invitations to spend lavishly. Set a strict budget and stick to it. Beware of new investments that sound too good to be true. 

() Someone new through social media or your friend group could sweep you off your feet. While you're being unfaithful, your heart still chooses your main partner. Your relationship remains stable for now, as you know how to cover your tracks. 

([?]) Your social life is buzzing with new connections popping up online and IRL. You're keeping things casual and enjoying every moment without expectations. Just go with the flow and see where life takes you.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) You're sailing right through workplace drama and politics. You'll be operating at peak performance with razor-sharp focus and unstoppable energy. You'll absorb new skills on the fly and thrive under pressure. Expect higher-ups to notice your hustle, opening doors to bigger projects. Job hunting? Employers will be fighting over you.  

([?]) A friend from afar might drop some financial/investment insight your way. You'll cover both essential and surprise bills without breaking a sweat. A windfall could fall into your lap, but you should keep quiet about it. Or else, everyone will try to grab a slice. 

() Spouses put more time and effort into bettering their family life. Despite conflicting schedules, you two find ways to keep your relationship sweet and solid. A shared dream keeps you two connected. You may both want to adopt a healthier lifestyle. 

([?]) Love isn't your top priority. You're chilling, not chasing it, but a stranger might still slide into your DMs. Someone close, like an auntie or big sis, might try playing Cupid. Your ex, now taken, might hit you up for a casual hook-up, too.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Get ready to shine! A coveted project or career-defining opportunity is coming your way, and frankly, you've earned it. A few colleagues might turn green with envy and stir up pointless drama. In Taylor Swift's immortal words, haters are gonna hate. Just keep doing your thing. A pitching, negotiation or job interview coming up? Success awaits you. 

([?]) Don't sign on to be someone's guarantor. It's never a good idea. Social media scammers are getting sneaky with fresh tricks. Think before you click. Stay sharp against pickpockets and tourist traps while travelling abroad.

() Heart-to-hearts with your partner bring a deeper emotional connection. You'll clear the air on lingering issues or finally share private thoughts, building stronger bonds. A major relationship milestone, like planning a wedding or meeting the future in-laws for the first time, is also in the cards. 

([?]) This week, you radiate rizz, effortlessly drawing admirers to you. If you ask someone out, they're likely to say yes. Someone from another culture may ask for your social media handles. 

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) You level up your tech and people skills. You'll handle tough tasks, office politics and drama with better strategies. Get ready to play a pivotal role in reshaping your team or even the company. Job hunting looks incredibly promising. Business owners, a major client or a powerful partnership could come your way.  

([?]) You're busy making a lot of money and don't have time to spend it. Whether you're selling your own property or someone else's, you'll close a deal soon. Your wealth is growing but you're also tempted to buy something expensive on your wish list. Stay savvy and keep spending in check.  

() Unexpected gain or a gift may land on your lap. You two are each other's safe harbour and guiding star. Even when opinions clash, you two patch things up quickly. Parents might playfully nudges you two about rings or babies. 

([?]) Someone captivating might catch your eye. They seem like a full package: the look, the charm and the bank account to match. But there's something they're not telling you. Take your time getting to know them before diving in. Don't let the sparkle blind you to any red flags. The best connections are built on transparency, not mystery.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Challenges become your creative playground this week and you'll crush them with flair. You achieve peak productivity with seamless workflows, sharp focus and results that'll have everyone asking for your secret. Meetings, pitches and deals? All going your way. If you're in a creative field, get ready to ride a wave of inspiration.

([?]) Your network is your net worth. Expect new connections to unlock money opportunities or a friend to spill some golden financial insight. A financial negotiation ends in a win-win situation. You'll stay smart with your budget, handling the must-pays first before spending for joy.  

() Expect a few heated debates with your partner. You two will enjoy cosy, low-key quality time and share inside jokes. A proposal might come up, or you both might start talking about tying the knot. Baby on the way? He/she should arrive safely and healthy. Someone might rizz you up, not knowing that you're happily taken. 

([?]) You may fancy someone from work or a work-related social event. You two get to know each other but keep it a secret to avoid gossip. You might catch feelings with several people but don't let the excitement blind you to any sketchy vibes. 

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) You'll hit your stride with team projects and brainstorming sessions, soaking up new skills like a sponge along the way. Colleagues are surprisingly open to your ideas, even your usual rivals, making collaboration feel effortless and productive.  Entrepreneurs, a major client or powerhouse partnership is heading your way.

([?]) You'll be busier than usual while raking in cash and you'll love every minute of it. You love earning recognition and showcasing your abilities. Your negotiation game is on fire, so pay/rate talks or pitching for funding feel like a breeze. Watch out for Fomo spending triggered by friends or influencers.

() Facing relationship bumps? This week brings clarity and teamwork to solve what's been bugging you both. You'll nail the balance between family time, couple time and your own priorities. You two might tackle fresh financial goals and kickstart a healthier lifestyle. Sexy time becomes less frequent but more meaningful.

([?]) An intriguing stranger might try to charm you. A friend or someone already in your circle might catch feelings for you and send out vibes you never saw coming. Take your time and see what feels right. No need to rush into anything.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Your relentless efforts are showing concrete results. You'll take on a key role in reshaping your team or company. Your main job and side gig may keep you running on all cylinders. Everyone's raising the bar for you, but you'll meet every expectation with confidence and skill. Your professional circle will expand, opening doors to exciting opportunities.  

([?]) More cash comes your way but you also indulge in spending spree. Be careful not to derail your savings plans and delay that sweet financial freedom. Try to find a balance between stacking memories, as well as money. 

() Connecting with your partner will feel incredibly easy. You'll both master the art of "us" time. You might dive into a fun new hobby, try fresh experiences and explore new social circles together. Someone might try to shoot their shot at you, unaware you're taken. 

([?]) New connections are coming through your feed and friend recommendations. You might vibe with more than one person, which is exciting. But don't let the fun blur your judgement. Take things slow. Notice the green flags, but don't ignore the red ones.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - March 20

([?]) Your brain's firing on all cylinders. You'll quickly connect the dots and distinguish between facts and feelings. Your instincts and ideas are in sync, making complex situations feel manageable. Your focus is razor-sharp and your energy levels are through the roof right now. A chance to work in a new city or abroad may pop up. 

([?]) Your quick thinking and your deal-making skill lead to solid results. Your wallet might get a small boost from a side hustle or dusty piggy bank you forgot you had. You're sharper with spending and smarter with saving. If you've been weighed you down by debts, this week brings the perfect opportunity to restructure or negotiate for better terms.

() Your relationship has enterted a new territory. Unfamiliar situations will challenge how you roll with change, and some choices can't easily be made. Yet through it all, your love rings true and strong. You'll learn the art of adjusting and balancing together. Keep trusting each other. Love will be your compass. 

([?]) Time to let go of whatever's been weighing your heart down. If you're still clinging to a past flame or stuck in a dead-end situationship, get ready to cut ties and say your goodbyes.
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									Doraemon in Thailand episode to air on TV Saturday

									
								

									Audiences will have a chance to watch Doraemon and his gang on a journey in the kingdom on Thai TV for the first time on Saturday.
									Mcot Plc will air the I Want to Meet That Cat in Thailand episode at 9am on Saturday on channel 30. "Tomorrow! That's the day when Doraemon will be in Thailand," the broadcaster said on the 9MCOT Facebook page on Friday.

The episode was aired on TV Asahi in Japan on May 31 this year. It has taken more than three months for the magic cat and other cute animated characters to travel to Thai television.

The episode, number 865, sees Doraemon, Nobita and Co visit the old capital in Ayutthaya, where they taste some local delicacies, ride an iconic tuk-tuk and visit a floating market in Damnoen Saduak district, Ratchaburi province, among other itineraries. The episode also features Shizuka donned in Thai traditional costume.

"I'm afraid Doraemon could be ripped off if he hails a cab," a commenter named Migel F. Loonawa said on the FM96.5 YouTube channel, a radio broadcast of Mcot.

The showing on Thai TV takes place three days after the birthday of the robotic cat. Doraemon is born on Sept 3, 2112, in Kawasaki city, Japan, and travels back in time to help Nobita.
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