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White House
Why some Republicans are newly worried about RFK Jr.
GOP senators say his moves on vaccines are risky for public health. They also may be bad politics.

Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. arrives to testify at the Capitol on Thursday. (Shawn Thew/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Dan Diamond, Theodoric Meyer, Rachel Roubein | 2025-09-07
Seven months after they voted to confirm longtime anti-vaccine activist Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as the nation's health secretary, some Republican senators are having second thoughts.
"I'm a doctor. Vaccines work," Sen. John Barrasso (Wyoming), the Senate's No. 2 Republican, told Kennedy at a hearing Thursday on Capitol Hill. "Secretary Kennedy, in your confirmation hearings, you promised to uphold the highest standards for vaccines. Since then, I've grown deeply concerned."
Barrasso's warning, which Sens. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana) and Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) echoed at Thursday's hearing, was the latest and perhaps most significant sign of growing GOP doubts about the merits -- and political wisdom -- of Kennedy's agenda.
Fabrizio/Ward, a conservative polling firm, privately warned GOP lawmakers last week that overhauling vaccine policies is politically dangerous, citing data that nearly three-quarters of Trump voters believe vaccines save lives.
Officials from Trump's first administration are also increasingly condemning Kennedy in public remarks. Brett Giroir, the assistant secretary for health in the first Trump administration, told The Washington Post on Friday that Kennedy's decision to end nearly $500 million in federal funding for mRNA vaccine development was "going to make the country vulnerable" and that the health secretary's broader vaccine agenda was doing "tremendous damage" to public health.
Members of Congress are speaking out, too: At Thursday's hearing, senators from both sides of the aisle peppered Kennedy with questions about his abrupt ousting of the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, his efforts to narrow access to coronavirus vaccines and other moves.
Now, some Republican senators and pharmaceutical executives are mounting a push to belatedly recognize Trump for his first administration's coronavirus vaccine program -- identifying it as a way to drive a wedge between the president and Kennedy, who has previously claimed that the shots are "the deadliest vaccine ever made."
The fight over Kennedy reflects a deeper division in the GOP about vaccines, which played a role in his heated confirmation battle. Every GOP senator except for Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), a polio survivor, ultimately voted to confirm him in February, with many of Kennedy's supporters saying that he was raising valid questions about vaccine mandates and other policies.
So far, Trump is standing behind his controversial Cabinet pick. In response to a journalist's question Thursday about whether Kennedy retained his full support after the blistering hearing, the president praised Kennedy "as a very good person" who "means very well" and is a "different" thinker, but did not directly answer the question. The president also stressed in remarks Friday that he supported widespread use of certain vaccines.
"You have to be very careful when you say that some people don't have to be vaccinated," said Trump, after being asked about Florida's move to roll back vaccine mandates for children. " ... Look, you have vaccines that work. They just pure and simple work. They're not controversial at all. And I think those vaccines should be used."

President Donald Trump listens as Kennedy speaks during a "Making Health Technology Great Again" event at the White House on July 30. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


A panel of CDC advisers, handpicked by Kennedy, is reviewing the federal government's recommendations for how and when children are immunized in the United States. Public health experts have opposed the effort, stressing that the existing recommendations for vaccines are safe and effective.
White House officials said Friday that the bond between Trump and Kennedy remains strong, and that the administration helped arrange an appearance for Kennedy on Fox News on Sunday.
"The White House maintains full confidence in Secretary Kennedy's leadership at HHS to advance President Trump's MAHA agenda," spokesperson Kush Desai said in a statement.
Kennedy has characterized the Senate's rationale for holding the hearing as "performative." He added that he inherited a flawed agency that requires dramatic changes to boost America's lagging public health outcomes.
"I've been brought in as a new manager," Kennedy said Sunday on Fox News. "My job is to shake up the organization."
It was not immediately clear who commissioned the polling shown to GOP lawmakers before the hearing, which was planned before Kennedy forced out CDC director Susan Monarez. Kennedy on Thursday challenged public assertions she made on her way out that he has injected politics into public health.
"I'm not taking vaccines away from anybody," he said in a heated exchange with Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts), insisting in response to questioning that he is simply focused on collecting more evidence for vaccine efficacy.
"HHS remains committed to upholding gold-standard science and supporting the doctor-patient relationship, empowering Americans to make informed decisions about vaccines," spokeswoman Emily Hilliard said in a statement. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary also said Thursday on CNN that his agency is doing a "proper investigation" into how many children died from the coronavirus vaccine and plans to release a report in the "coming few weeks."
It is also not clear if the growing GOP concerns will have a material effect on Kennedy or his team's agenda. But his recent moves have exposed the political fault lines over vaccine policy, which could be further exacerbated by the health department's upcoming moves to issue an autism report and potentially further limit access to coronavirus vaccines.
White House officials and Kennedy allies have pointed to polling that indicates Kennedy is the most popular member of the Trump administration, and Trump and his advisers believe that Kennedy's "Make America Healthy Again" movement helped swing the 2024 election -- and could boost Republicans in the 2026 midterms.
Cassidy, the chairman of the Senate's health committee, has pledged to do "oversight" on the firing of Monarez, who Kennedy in the interim has replaced with one of his top deputies. Cassidy's office declined to comment on the senator's specific plans for oversight of Kennedy's team. Several GOP lawmakers, including Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), have voiced frustration over Monarez's ouster just weeks after the Senate devoted valuable floor time to confirming her.
Still, other congressional Republicans remain staunchly pro-Kennedy, including a pair of GOP physicians, Sens. Roger Marshall (Kansas) and Rand Paul (Kentucky), and Sen. Ron Johnson (Wisconsin), who argued in Thursday's hearing that evidence linking vaccines to higher rates of chronic disease has been suppressed.
"In 15 years in the Senate, I think RFK Jr. has been probably treated the most disrespectfully as I've ever seen a witness treated," Johnson said on Newsmax on Friday. He argued that the backlash to Kennedy was driven by lawmakers' past support for coronavirus vaccines, which he called dangerous. "One of the things I pointed out in the hearing, all these senators -- and here's part of the problem -- none of them want to admit they are wrong," Johnson said.
Kennedy's critics hope that his skepticism of coronavirus vaccines could drive a wedge between him and Trump. The president has groused that he has not received enough recognition for Operation Warp Speed, which public health experts and think tanks have credited with saving millions of lives across the world but which became unpopular with some of his political base.
Cassidy and Albert Bourla, the CEO of pharmaceutical company Pfizer, which produced one of the mRNA coronavirus vaccines, have called for Trump to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to accelerate coronavirus vaccine development. Kennedy told the Senate that he agreed that Trump deserved the honor, but has previously criticized Warp Speed and generally remains hesitant to champion it.
Asked by a host on "Fox & Friends"  on Sunday about the "last great success" of  government health  agencies, Kennedy said he could not identify one.
"I don't think there have been successes," Kennedy said. "I think we've seen a 30- or 40-year decline in the agency because, you know, it's been infiltrated by the pharmaceutical companies and they've made a series of bad decisions."
At a fundraiser attended by Bourla earlier this year, the president said that he wished he could take more credit for the initiative but it was politically difficult to do so, according to two people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private comments. The Wall Street Journal first reported Trump's comments.
Cassidy has consulted public health and other medical experts with questions around vaccines and for help identifying information about claims Kennedy has made in the past, according to three people familiar with the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Susan Collins (R-Maine), who pressed Kennedy in his confirmation hearing about his vaccine stance, have also publicly called for oversight of his CDC moves.
Kennedy's direction on vaccines "goes against some of the commitments that he made to me and presumably to others," Murkowski told reporters this week.
Some Kennedy allies and MAHA advocates have dismissed his critics' mounting focus on vaccines, saying that it overlooks Kennedy's priority to address chronic disease and his early achievements, such as his push to get synthetic dyes out of food.
"We are asking and behind closed doors, how do we get kids to eat healthier food? How do we get kids to exercise more? ... We are talking at the highest levels about the most positive things," Calley Means, the White House's MAHA adviser, said on Fox News on Thursday night.
Giroir and others say they support the administration's agenda to tackle chronic disease, but not the person driving it.
"I think America needs MAHA, but without the mayhem," Giroir said.
But as the midterm elections draw closer, Kennedy may face even more skepticism from Republicans in Congress -- and from voters. "Republicans should not mistake skepticism over the COVID vaccine as evidence that Republican voters are against all vaccinations. To do so would be folly," Fabrizio/Ward warned in its polling memo, which was shared in a briefing with Senate Republican offices on Wednesday and first reported by Bloomberg News. "Moreover, support for vaccines is sky-high among Swing voters -- the people who don't vote along straight party lines and tend to decide close elections."
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Courts & Law
Justice Barrett defends Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe
In her new memoir, the only woman on the court's conservative majority writes the 1973 decision upholding a right to abortion was a historic outlier and went against the will of many Americans.

Amy Coney Barrett, accompanied by President Donald Trump, prepares to be sworn in as the 115th justice to the Supreme Court in 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-09-07
Justice Amy Coney Barrett defends her vote that helped the Supreme Court overturn the right to abortion in 2022, writing in a new memoir that the idea that the Constitution guarantees such access is not deeply rooted in American history.
She says that the Supreme Court's 1973 decision to establish a constitutional right to abortion in Roe v. Wade went against the will of many Americans and set in motion five decades of conflict over an issue that should have been rightly decided by voters -- not judges.
"The evidence does not show that the American people have traditionally considered the right to obtain an abortion so fundamental to liberty that it 'goes without saying' in the Constitution," Barrett wrote. "In fact, the evidence cuts in the opposite direction. Abortion not only lacked long-standing protection in American law -- it has long been forbidden."
Barrett, at 53 the youngest justice and the only woman on the court's conservative supermajority, gives her fullest account yet of the landmark decision in "Listening to the Law," her first book, set to be released Tuesday, and for which she reportedly received a $2 million advance. Barrett did not respond to a request for comment.
In an interview that aired on "CBS News Sunday Morning," Barrett was asked to respond to a comment by Hillary Clinton that "my prediction is the court will do to gay marriage what they did to abortion."
"I think people who criticize the court on the outside say a lot of different things, but again the point I make in the book is that we have to tune those things out," Barrett said. She went on to agree with interviewer Norah O'Donnell that the right to marry, engage in sexual intimacy and use birth control are fundamental rights.
Barrett said, in response to a question about whether the Supreme Court has been providing an adequate check on President Donald Trump's broad assertions of presidential power, that it is not the court's job to render a political judgment on the executive but rather "to decide these legal questions."
"We are trying to get the law right," Barrett said of the cases on Trump's agenda that have come before the court on its emergency docket.
Barrett declined to give her opinion on the legality of Trump's deployment of National Guard troops to cities and whether he has the power to impose tariffs, saying that those issues may come before the Supreme Court and that she would have to decide on the specific facts of any case.
She did say it was "likely" the justices would decide to hear the Trump administration's appeal of a case involving the president's tariffs, most of which have been blocked by a lower court.
Barrett has taken on a pivotal role on the court, regularly voting with her conservative colleagues in major cases but sometimes critiquing and confounding them by siding with the court's liberals in other instances.
The justices start a new term next month that is likely to feature multiple cases dealing with some of the most contentious parts of Trump's agenda.
But Barrett, who was elevated to the high court by the Republican president in 2020, during his first term, discusses him little in her memoir. And she pointedly lists other topics she won't be getting into, including her deliberations with fellow justices, the soundness of the court's judgments, or politics and issues that might be on the docket in the future.
Instead, she mainly sticks to how the court operates, its history, and what she thinks about the law and the Constitution.
Barrett noted that her personal beliefs are sometimes in conflict with how she must rule, calling her vote to uphold the death sentence for Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev "distasteful." Barrett, who is Catholic, opposes the death penalty.
"My office doesn't entitle me to align the legal system with my moral or policy views," Barrett wrote. "Swearing to apply the law faithfully means deciding each case based on what the law is. If I decide a case based on my judgement about what the law should be, I'm cheating."
Barrett quickly skims her early life, writing briefly about her upbringing in New Orleans and how she grew up wanting to be an author or English teacher before she felt "pulled by the law."

Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett in November 2023. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Barrett went on to become a professor at the University of Notre Dame and a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit in 2017. She said she found her first experience in the national spotlight -- when she was being considered as a possible replacement for Justice Anthony M. Kennedy -- disconcerting.
She described fleeing a cameraman who had followed her to church by sneaking out a side door and scaling a fence in high heels. She plopped into a priests' vegetable garden on the other side, surprising the clergyman.
Despite sharp words and barbed opinions, Barrett writes that the justices don't harbor personal animosity.
She described a warm reception on her first day at the court. Justice Sonia Sotomayor offered Halloween candy for her children, while other justices gave notes and lent her staff to answer phones because she had no clerks.
"My new colleagues were more than civil -- they were kind," Barrett writes. "So yes, we get along."
Barrett's nomination stoked the anger of Democrats, who accused Republicans of hypocrisy for approving her nomination so close to the 2020 election. Republicans blocked President Barack Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland to the high court because they argued that it came too close to the 2016 election. Barrett went on to fill the seat occupied by liberal icon Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
Her elevation cemented a 6-3 conservative supermajority, which has pushed the court sharply to the right in recent years. Besides the landmark abortion ruling, the court has struck down affirmative action in higher education, expanded gun rights, curbed federal regulation and extended broad protections to Trump and other presidents from criminal prosecution.
Barrett voted with conservatives in each of those cases. Despite that, her independent streak has occasionally led to attacks on her from the right -- and even calls for her impeachment.
During the opening months of Trump's second term, Barrett was derided as a "closet Democrat" and a "DEI hire" by Trump supporters when she voted with the court's liberals to require the administration to pay about $2 billion in foreign aid that the president had frozen.
It is not the only time Barrett has come in for criticism. Protesters rallied outside her house after the court overturned Roe v. Wade. Barrett, who has seven children, said some of them were taken aback.
Four still live at home, making work-life balance a challenge. Still, Barrett said she made the right decision to accept a position on the court.
"Though there have been challenges, none of us has regrets," Barrett wrote.
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Politics
Newsom won't stop mocking Trump -- and Trump keeps taking the bait
California Gov. Gavin Newsom has seized attention like no other Democrat in President Donald Trump's second term.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom and President Donald Trump have been clashing for most of Trump's second term in the White House. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Hannah Knowles, Clara Ence Morse | 2025-09-07
California Gov. Gavin Newsom has seized attention like no other Democrat in President Donald Trump's second term as he works to position himself as a de facto head of the resistance in a leaderless party.
Influencers on both the left and the right have discussed Newsom online more than any other potential 2028 presidential contender since Trump's inauguration, according to a Washington Post analysis. The attention has been driven by his response to immigration raids in Los Angeles, his efforts to counter a Republican redistricting push and, most recently, his mocking impersonations of Trump's social media style.
Once intermittently cordial with Trump, the governor has embraced all-out warfare, taunting him daily in what his team calls a "flood the zone" strategy. Trump, in turn, has mentioned Newsom more than any other potential 2028 Democratic presidential candidate since the start of his second term, according to a Post review of social media posts and emails.
The result: a remarkable back-and-forth between the president and the governor of the most populous state in the country that reached a low point last week. Trump posted multiple doctored videos of Newsom on social media, while the governor suggested Trump has dementia and pinned an unflattering photo of the president atop his official press account.
Many Democrats eager for direction are delighting in Newsom's high-profile clashes and aggressive trolling of the president, though some in the party remain skeptical that a California liberal will be their best candidate in 2028.
"Democrats are so desperate for leadership right now that they'll take anything they can get," said Alex Hoffman, a Democratic strategist and donor adviser. "Gavin is filling a void."
Other elected Democrats are also filling the vacuum, Hoffman argued. Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker has also positioned himself as a forceful foil to Trump and could find the spotlight as the administration sends National Guard troops to Chicago as soon as this month. Maryland Gov. Wes Moore has leaned into a fight with the president in recent weeks, as the White House took aim at D.C. and Baltimore.
But Newsom stood out over the summer to both Democrats and Republicans who are following the early 2028 buzz. He has put California at the center of the Democratic response to Trump's push for mid-decade redistricting, asking the state's voters to temporarily redraw their congressional map to counter new red seats with five new blue ones.
Trump has also directed an unusual amount of attention at Newsom: He has used his name 41 times in social media posts and emails since his inauguration -- more than the 33 times he has mentioned Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), the 29 times he's mentioned his former opponent, Kamala Harris, and the nine times he's mentioned Pritzker. (The analysis does not include Trump's use of nicknames: Many more Trump posts disparage Newsom as "Newscum.")
White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said Trump's posts about Newsom are not a compliment, grouping the governor among other "stupid" things Trump posts about, like windmills and Rosie O'Donnell. "Newscum should spend more time trying to be a good Governor and less time embarrassing himself online," she said.
Mike Madrid, a Republican political consultant who helped found the anti-Trump Lincoln Project, said Newsom is the first Democrat he has seen try to fight Trump by echoing his tone and sucking up similar oxygen with constant pushback. That's what the polarizing Lincoln Project set out to do years ago and hoped Democrats would emulate, Madrid said -- "Somebody is finally doing it."
He marveled at the California governor's shift in posture since the Los Angeles fires early this year, when Newsom thanked Trump for coming to the state and said he looked forward to "working together."
Newsom pushed back as Trump blamed the fires on his water management -- an idea that water experts called unfounded. But his office's efforts to fact-check Trump were muted compared with his pushback on the immigration raids this summer and, more recently, his full-blown taunts.
"The education of Gavin Newsom between the L.A. fires and ICE raids was monumental," said Madrid, who is based in California.
Not every politician sees conflict as the best path for their constituents. Some Democratic governors -- notably Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer -- have maintained a more cordial relationship with Trump as they try to protect their states' interests and secure federal resources.
Brian Brokaw, a Democratic strategist and longtime adviser to Newsom, said the governor has worked with Trump over the years "when it's mattered for California" but had no choice but to shift gears when Trump targeted the state.
"The ground really shifted" in their relationship with the ICE raids this summer, Brokaw said.
Trump deployed the National Guard and Marines to Los Angeles in June amid protests of his immigration policy that at times grew violent. Trump said he was restoring order, while California officials accused him of inflaming a situation they could control on their own.
The president attacked Newsom as "grossly incompetent" and at one point suggested he should be arrested. Newsom called Trump "unhinged."
"That's an American president in 2025, threatening a political opponent who happens to be a sitting governor," Newsom told The Post after Trump floated his arrest. "That's not with precedent in modern times. That's what we see around the globe in authoritarian regimes."
Online chatter about Newsom spiked. Videos of his address to Californians posted on his official and personal X accounts were viewed more than 40 million times, according to the governor's office. Newsom sued over the National Guard deployment, leading a federal judge to rule last week that it was unconstitutional.
Last month, Newsom ramped up another strategy: mimicry.
His office tried out its first all-caps Trumpian post on X on Aug. 11: "DONALD TRUMP, IF YOU DO NOT STAND DOWN, WE WILL BE FORCED TO LEAD AN EFFORT TO REDRAW THE MAPS IN CA TO OFFSET THE RIGGING OF MAPS IN RED STATES ... THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER!"
His team thought it would be a funny one-off experiment, they said. But then it got millions of views -- and they kept going. Newsom's official press office account gained more than half a million followers last month as the bit ramped up.
"WOW. THANK YOU! IT'S ALL FOR YOU -- THE PEOPLE OF THE GREAT STATE OF CALIFORNIA!" read a Wednesday post sharing a fan's depiction of an extra-buff Newsom in a "World's Best Governor" shirt.
Newsom's office says he is drawing on his years of consuming right-wing media. He joined Trump's social media site, Truth Social, in 2022 and brought Fox News's Sean Hannity to the governor's mansion for an interview in 2023. The governor also drew attention -- and Democratic backlash -- early this year for inviting MAGA influencers including Stephen K. Bannon on his podcast.
Newsom, who is now floating his own Trump-like meme coin, says the copycat posts are meant to call attention to the president's behavior and the corresponding lack of GOP outrage. He took note when some conservatives criticized his new Trumpian persona as unbefitting of a governor.
"What an admission," he said in an interview with the liberal outlet MeidasTouch. "Where have they been, not asking Donald Trump this at every press conference?"
Asked last week about Newsom's suggestion that Trump has dementia, Steven Cheung -- the White House communications director known for his crude online insults -- hit back with a statement suggesting Trump's team would not be outdone.
"Gavin Newsom is a mongoloid who barely registers half a brain cell," Cheung told The Post, using a term for people with Down syndrome that many find offensive, "which is telling because he can barely put together two words without looking like he soiled himself in public."
Democratic strategist Brad Bannon said Newsom has been "the dominant national Democrat over the summer." But that could change, he noted, when National Guard troops head to Chicago.
Patrick Svitek contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/09/07/newsom-trump-social-media/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Business
Why it's the toughest time to be searching for work in America in years
Tariff uncertainty, stubbornly high inflation and rising AI adoption are giving rise to labor market gridlock.

Job seekers attend a job fair in Sunrise, Florida, last month. The U.S. economy added 22,000 jobs in August, significantly fewer than expected and a steep decline from the 79,000 recorded a month earlier. (Marta Lavandier/AP) 


By Taylor Telford, Jaclyn Peiser, Federica  Cocco | 2025-09-07
It's the toughest time in years to be searching for work in America.
New data last week showed a fourth month of tepid job growth and propelled joblessness to its highest level since late 2021, when the economy was still recovering from the effects of the covid-19 pandemic. Now, as companies wrestle with inflation, economic uncertainty and trade policy whiplash, many are shredding payrolls and shifting tasks to artificial intelligence while pulling in higher profits. And some executives are pointedly broadcasting sizable layoffs as wins, a sign they're making workforces leaner and more efficient.
Hardly any corner of the economy is untouched by jobs cuts and slowdown: Employment in all goods-producing industries slumped in August, with the deepest losses coming from manufacturing and mining. The service sector was racked by steep layoffs in business and professional services and IT.
Meanwhile, job vacancies are shrinking as employers hold fire on hiring, data show. Factor in dimming consumer sentiment -- which hit a three-month low in August -- and conditions are ripe for labor market gridlock, said Bill Adams, chief economist for Comerica Bank in Dallas, leaving the economy "operating in low gear."
Employers added 22,000 jobs in August, well below expectations, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported Friday, pushing the unemployment rate up to 4.3 percent. Meanwhile, job postings fell across nearly every sector compared with a year ago, with the steepest declines recorded in child care, community and social service, scientific research, retail, and hospitality, according to the employment website Indeed. Administrative roles such as human resources and accounting also posted double-digit declines.
"While the pace of layoffs has picked up somewhat, the hiring rate remains quite low," said Mike Fratantoni, chief economist and senior vice president of research at Mortgage Bankers Association. "It is increasingly difficult for those laid off, and for new entrants into the job market, to find a position."
Yet while the labor market is cooling, unemployment is coming off years of historic lows, and 4.3 percent recorded in August is a little beyond what economists deem "full employment." And though the economic impact of tariffs is rattling consumers and businesses, U.S. stock indexes are hovering near record highs and the recession many predicted has yet to manifest.
Some, including President Donald Trump, squarely blame the Federal Reserve for any economic weakness; he has been agitating for interest rate cuts for months. Though the central bank has held off, citing economic uncertainty, the softening employment outlook raises the likelihood it will begin trimming borrowing costs in the near term.
Job ads created in the past month, which economists see as a key gauge of current hiring intentions, suggest employers are still posting some positions but are either filling or withdrawing them quickly, leaving fewer listings overall. In a broader measure of total postings, which captures all active ads, the sharpest contractions have been in child care, education, community services and scientific research.
Meanwhile, layoff announcements keep piling up. Technology, retail, services and finance have borne the brunt of cuts, according to Challenger, Gray & Christmas, a firm that tracks workforce reductions. The estimates include not just layoffs, but also early retirements and buyouts, and not every announcement is ultimately carried out.
Challenger estimates that U.S. employers announced more than 800,000 job cuts year to date, the highest January-to-August total since 2020, when pandemic-era downsizing pushed layoffs to record levels. Pharmaceutical companies, nonprofits and warehousing also have seen sharp increases, underscoring the breadth of pullback.
Federal workforce reductions, economic and market conditions, store and plant closings, and restructuring and bankruptcies ranked among the most commonly cited motivations for layoffs. And more than 10,000 cuts were explicitly tied to artificial intelligence.
Retail job losses skyrocketed, up 242 percent through August, compared with the same period last year, according to Challenger, affecting roughly 83,656 positions. Meanwhile, nearly 6,000 stores shuttered in the first half of 2025, according to data from Coresight Research.
Mark Cohen, the former director of retail studies at Columbia Business School, expects those numbers to grow as retailers contend with tariff headwinds and as consumers feel increasingly pessimistic about the economy.
"There's enormous uncertainty throughout the economy. Retail and retail support is well over 70 percent of the economy's makeup, and the inputs to retail are entirely linked to international trade," he said. "In the face of uncertainty, what choice do they have? Hire fewer people."
In the past eight months, Kroger -- the nation's largest supermarket chain -- has overseen three rounds of layoffs. The latest, announced last month, included 1,000 corporate staff and mainly affected its technology and digital team, according to LinkedIn posts from former employees.
Nike, which has reported softening sales and an estimated $1 billion a year hit from tariffs, said this week it would lay off nearly 1 percent of its corporate staff while the sporting gear maker undergoes a "realignment." Estee Lauder, which expects a $100 million tariff bill this fiscal year, cut 7,000 jobs in February, about 11 percent of its staff.
There has also been an uptick in retail bankruptcies, which often lead to store closures and shaved-down corporate staff. Forever 21, which filed for Chapter 11 in March, closed its corporate headquarters and laid off 700 people. Party City, Joann and Big Lots shuttered stores following their bankruptcies.
Meanwhile, Trump's "unprecedented" tariff policy has made it near impossible for retailers, brands and importers to plan for the future, Cohen said, and thus harder for them to justify hiring more employees. But big box retailers will still have to beef up staffing in stores and at fulfillment centers for the upcoming holiday shopping season. Still, the number of seasonal openings is unlikely to match previous years.
"I think the announcements will be conventional, the numbers will be conservative and the actual hiring will be muted -- it has to be," Cohen said.
The tech sector -- which shed more than 150,000 workers in 2024, according to independent tracker Layoffs.fyi -- has overseen several large-scale layoffs this year. Microsoft alone axed more than 15,000, despite soaring sales.
Many brands are working to free up capital for artificial intelligence and related investments. As such, executives including Nvidia's Jensen Huang and Anthropic's Dario Amodei are warning of the potential for AI to spark sweeping job losses down the line. What's less clear is to what extent the automation of some tasks is fueling current retrenchment.
Intel has cut thousands of workers, mostly in Oregon and California, and plans to cut more as it overhauls operations.
"Obviously we're taking a lot of people out," chief financial officer Dave Zinsner said at an investor conference Thursday.
The chipmaker is trying to winnow down roughly 11 layers of middle management that he said slowed the company down and cost it money. CEO Lip-Bu Tan has managed to cut that "basically by half," Zinsner said.
"We just had a lot of people, and everyone has to be part of the decision," Zinsner said. "When everyone has to be part of the decision, it slows everything down."
In late August, Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff said on "The Logan Bartlett Show" podcast that AI is easing workloads enough to allow him to slash 4,000 off the company's ranks, "because I need less heads."
At Oracle, whose stock is up more than 40 percent this year amid booming AI demand, WARN notices -- which employers are required to file 60 days before a mass layoff or plant closing -- show the company plans to cut thousands of jobs across Washington, Texas and Kansas in the coming months.
Oracle did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post.
Cisco, whose stock is up 15 percent for the year, said it would cut hundreds of roles, including many software engineers, even as the company reported a spike in sales last quarter, boosting its revenue beyond $14.5 billion.
Cisco's CEO Chuck Robbins downplayed the notion of AI cutting into the company's headcount in an August interview with CNBC, but said he wants it to help the engineers "innovate faster and be more productive."
In energy, rising costs and lower oil prices are causing firms to pull back, with Halliburton joining the ranks of companies trimming headcount in recent weeks according to reporting from Reuters. ConocoPhillips, the oil juggernaut, announced plans this week to cut 20 to 25 percent of its global workforce.
"We are always looking at how we can be more efficient with the resources we have," Dennis Nuss, the company's director of media relations, said in an emailed statement.
Aaron Gregg contributed to this report.
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Politics
Conspiracy theories helped elect Trump. Now he can't shake them.
Trump's history of stoking suspicion now poses challenges as he leads the very power structure his supporters distrust.

Donald Trump addresses the 2015 Conservative Political Action Conference in National Harbor, Maryland. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-09-07
Though celebrity real estate developer Donald Trump was not yet running for president when he took the stage at the Conservative Political Action Conference in February 2015, he was already planting the seeds of groundless supposition that have since come back to haunt him.
Asked for his opinion of Bill Clinton, Trump replied, "Nice guy." Then he added what sounded almost like a non sequitur: "Got a lot of problems coming up in my opinion with the famous island. With Jeffrey Epstein."
Clinton has acknowledged he traveled on Epstein's plane, but there is no evidence he knew of the financier's alleged sex trafficking. The former Democratic president also denies he ever set foot on Epstein's infamous Caribbean island.
But conspiracy theories, once stoked, are not easy to control or extinguish -- as Trump, who once described Epstein as "a lot of fun to be with," is discovering.
American history is replete with fringe thinking, going as far back as 18th-century theories that the country was being run by supposed secret societies, including the Freemasons and the Illuminati. What distinguishes Trump is the degree to which he built his political movement around conspiracy theories.
With his administration under bipartisan pressure to release everything it has on Epstein, who died by suicide in his prison cell in 2019, Trump claimed last Wednesday that the files in question are "a Democrat hoax that never ends." That ignored the role he and his own allies had played in fostering the idea that the records hold something secret and damning about powerful men.
Meanwhile, Epstein's accusers were telling their harrowing stories on Capitol Hill -- some of them in public for the first time -- and demanding more accountability.

Anouska De Georgiou, right, gathers with other Jeffrey Epstein accusers at a news conference calling for the release of government files outside the U.S. Capitol on Sept. 3. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


A day later, Trump Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a leading evangelist for theories that have fueled vaccine skepticism, came under blistering criticism from both Democrats and Republicans on the Senate Finance Committee. Trump administration actions have included firing the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention after she refused to resign amid pressure to change vaccine policy; dismantling the expert panel that makes vaccine recommendations, and canceling nearly $500 million in grants and contracts for mRNA vaccines, including for flu and the coronavirus.
"Effectively, we're denying people vaccine," said Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana), a physician who had been a key vote in Kennedy's confirmation as health secretary.
While Trump has in the past flirted with the discredited idea that there is a link between vaccines and autism, the paradox is that Operation Warp Speed -- the accelerated development of an effective shot in the throes of the covid-19 pandemic -- stands as arguably the greatest achievement of his first term, estimated to have prevented millions of deaths. Yet the man who now serves as his health secretary once called the vaccine "a crime against humanity."
Among Senate Republicans, there are clear signs that support for and patience with Kennedy are evaporating, marking a rare fissure between the president and his party in Congress. But at least for the time being, Trump is standing by Kennedy. "I like the fact that he's different," he said.

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. listens as Stefanie Spear, his principal deputy chief of staff, speaks to him during a hearing by the Senate Finance Committee on Sept. 4. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Joseph Uscinski, a political scientist at the University of Miami and co-author of the book "American Conspiracy Theories," said that before running for president, Trump "was not a conservative, did not have a ready-made coalition already supporting him, did not have any governing experience. And those are the things that primaries are usually fought on. So he changed the game."
"Donald Trump's message was, everything is corrupt. Washington, D.C., is a swamp that needs to be drained, and anyone who's been a part of it is more corrupt than me," Uscinski added. "It's not just rhetoric. He pulled in people who already viewed the world that way."
Indeed, five years before Trump jumped into the large and highly credentialed 2016 GOP primary field, he had already won a following on the conspiratorial right by pushing the outlandish "birtherism" theory that then-president Barack Obama, who was born in Hawaii and whose father was Kenyan, had been born in Africa and was therefore not constitutionally qualified to hold the office.
The falsehood about Obama gained striking currency. At one point in 2011, polling suggested that about a quarter of Americans believed it to be true, and among Republicans, 45 percent said they thought Obama was not born in the United States. Trump claimed to have dispatched investigators to Hawaii to uncover "one of the greatest cons in the history of politics and beyond." That team was never heard from in the end.
As president, Trump employed the machinery of government in the service of conspiracy theories and wildly inaccurate assertions. In July, my colleague Naftali Bendavid catalogued a number of them, including that Social Security funds are going to millions of dead people and that South Africa's government is massacring White farmers.

Empty boxes portraying files related to deceased financier Jeffrey Epstein rest along Pennsylvania Avenue during a rally outside the White House on Sept. 2, 2025. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post )


Trump has also commissioned a lengthy Justice Department investigation to squelch speculation that the department was concealing an explosive list of Epstein's clients and that the convicted sex trafficker had been secretly murdered. On his Truth Social platform, the president implored his followers not to "waste Time and Energy on Jeffrey Epstein, somebody that nobody cares about."
A problem now, however, is that Trump sits atop the very power structure that his followers have been so conditioned to mistrust.
"This is the danger of Trump's strategy. He didn't put together a coalition of people with policy preferences. He put together a coalition of people who are conspiracy-minded, who believe tons of conspiracy theories. And when you boil all those theories down, it comes down to people in power are doing terrible things to us in secret. And he's the person in power," Uscinski said.
So what now? Trump is doing his best to change the subject. As Uscinski put it: "What he did in his first term, and what he's doing even more so now, is try and shoot conspiracy theories at every other thing."
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Politics
Biden chooses Delaware for presidential library, picks board to raise funds
The exact site for the center has not been chosen, but the 46th president has a close affiliation with the University of Delaware.

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden at the White House in November. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Ruby Cramer, Matt Viser | 2025-09-06
Former president Joe Biden has chosen Delaware as the home for his presidential library, assembling a new board of friends, advisers and political leaders to decide on a site and begin fundraising the millions of dollars it will take to build the legacy project.
Planning for the presidential library began shortly after Biden, 82, left office in late January, according to a senior member of the Joe and Jill Biden Foundation.
A 13-person board, recently approved by Biden, will now begin the monumental task of raising money from beleaguered Democrats at a time when the party is already struggling to inspire donors and keep pace with Republicans' fundraising after its losses in 2024.
Rufus Gifford, a former U.S. ambassador and a Democratic strategist who has fundraised for presidential candidates for the past 20 years, will lead the effort as board chairman. The Associated Press first reported the news of Biden's plans.
Reached for comment by The Washington Post on Saturday, Gifford declined to provide an estimate of the library's cost, but the price tag of presidential libraries has risen to hundreds of millions of dollars.
Bill Clinton's presidential center in Little Rock, cost about $165 million in 2005. George W. Bush raised $500 million for his library and museum on the campus of Southern Methodist University before it opened in 2013.
Barack Obama's presidential center has already exceeded the cost of any past project. The former president's foundation has raised more than $720 million since 2016, according to the AP, amid years of construction delays on the South Side of Chicago.
Raising money for Biden's presidential library will amount to a big ask for Democrats at a time when the party remains out of power in Washington and is already hurting financially. The Democratic National Committee, with cash reserves lagging far behind the group's GOP counterpart, has struggled to energize donors during the first year of the Trump administration, with fundraisers and strategists describing a mindset of frustration and fatigue inside the party.
It has been widely assumed that the former president's library would be located in Delaware, the state where Biden began his career as a member of New Castle County Council in 1971 and represented the state as a U.S. senator for 36 years before becoming Obama's vice president.
Biden already donated his massive trove of papers to his undergraduate alma mater, the University of Delaware, which has not yet released them publicly.

Sen. Joe Biden with his wife, Jill, after announcing his first run for president in June 1987. (George Widman/AP)


"He's Delaware Joe," said the state's governor, Matt Meyer, who, as a student, had Biden come speak at his high school. Meyer saw the likeliest competition from the former president's birthplace of Scranton, Pennsylvania, and from Biden's law school alma mater in Syracuse.
Biden began thinking about the process for his presidential library while still in office at the prodding of his wife, Jill. "She said, 'Joe, that's going to be an important thing.' She said, 'You ought to talk to somebody about that, Joe,'" Biden said during his lengthy 2023 interview with special counsel Robert K. Hur about his handling of classified documents.
"She was very angry with me because she went out and did a thing at the Truman Library, and she said, 'That's the place where all that you've done is going to end up being located,'" Biden said, adding that he hadn't given thought to the plans yet and wasn't sure how he was supposed to start the fundraising process while still serving as president.
The initial vision for Biden's presidential library is to make the Delaware site a "hub for leadership, service and civic engagement," the senior member of his foundation said. The team wants the space to include an immersive museum outlining Biden's four years in the White House, from the covid pandemic to legislative achievements like the American Rescue Act and a $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill.
The library will also include educational spaces, an event venue for large public gatherings and "idea incubators."
The process to identify an exact location in Delaware is still ongoing.
Biden already has a close affiliation with the University of Delaware in Newark, Delaware, where the school of public policy and administration is named for the former president and established the Biden Institute in 2017. Officials in Wilmington have also lobbied Biden's team to build the library there, according to pitch documents obtained by Spotlight Delaware.
The current model for presidential libraries began when Franklin D. Roosevelt, in 1938, established an outside organization to raise private funds for a library on his estate in Hyde Park, New York, to be operated as part of the National Archives and Records Administration.
The Biden team said it had spent the last seven months meeting with staff from every other existing presidential library, and will be launching a planning study as it evaluates construction sites and programming options.
Biden, who ended his reelection campaign amid concerns about his age in July 2024, ceding the race against Donald Trump to his vice president, Kamala Harris, has led a quiet life in the months since his presidency.
In May, he revealed he'd been diagnosed with an aggressive form of prostate cancer that had metastasized to his bone. He recently underwent surgery to remove skin cancer lesions on his head, his spokesperson said this week, after he was seen at church with what appeared to be a long cut on his scalp and forehead.
He made his first public comments since leaving the White House at a speech this spring, describing the Trump administration's first 100 days as a time of "so much damage and so much devastation," but his plans for a presidential library mark his first major undertaking since leaving the White House.
The 13-person governance board appointed to lead the project includes former secretary of State Antony Blinken; longtime adviser Steve Ricchetti; former Labor secretary Marty Walsh; former director of the Office of Management and Budget Shalanda Young; former Delaware governor Jack Markell; and former senior White House aides Elizabeth Alexander, Julissa Reynoso Pantaleon and Cedric L. Richmond.
Delaware elected officials celebrated the decision to base the library in Biden's home state -- "the place that raised him, educated him, and shaped him," as U.S. Sen. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Delaware) said in a statement. "This will be the first presidential library in the First State, and it will bring people from across America and the world to our beautiful home."
"Joe Biden was not just the President of the United States," said Meyer, the governor. "To Delaware, he will always be our favorite son."
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Opinions
This centuries-old pest is thriving like never before
A rat census is the first step in combatting them.

(Flavio Pessoa Santanna/The Washington Post)


By Jonathan Richardson | 2025-09-07
Jonathan Richardson is an associate professor of biology at the University of Richmond.
Rats have plagued humans for centuries, but as cities expand and temperatures rise, these resilient creatures are thriving like never before. Local governments are struggling to control that swell, and there's an essential first step they need to undertake: a rat census.
My research team and I analyzed more than a decade of data, and the evidence points to a clear uptick around the world. Nearly all of the 16 cities we examined saw significant growth in their rat numbers during that period, despite millions of dollars spent annually on mostly chemical-based rodent control. Municipal "wars on rats" have been a losing battle. Our study identified some important reasons for that lack of success.
In part, this is because urban environments provide ideal conditions with abundant food waste and the safety of our built infrastructure. But most alarmingly, broader environmental and demographic trends are working against our efforts.
First, the warming climate is linked to growing numbers of the rodents. We found that cities experiencing faster warming had larger increases in rats. Though little is known about wild rats' response to temperature changes, insights from lab rats suggest that warming can speed up development and release them from their physiological limits during cold weather. This could allow rats to remain active longer into winter or begin foraging aboveground earlier in the spring. Female rats on a high-calorie diet can reproduce earlier and more often. So extra food consumption translates to accelerated population growth.

A rat in a trash can on the corner of Otis PIace and Georgia Avenue NW, D.C. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Then there's human population density: More densely packed cities generate more food waste, and that urban garbage buffet fuels rats' growth and reproduction. Urbanization doesn't help, either. Our study found that cities with less vegetation and more concrete, asphalt and other built surfaces are experiencing greater increases, though the reasons for these trends are unclear.
Cities are right to be concerned about having more rats. The animals carry many zoonotic diseases, degrade the mental health of residents, and cause property damage and food contamination worth millions of dollars each year.
So what should cities do?
Devote more resources to the issue, certainly. But to make any large-scale effort successful, localities first need to conduct a rat census of sorts. Formal scientific surveys of rodent populations are rare because of budget and staffing constraints. Plus, quantifying these rodents is inherently difficult. A squirrel census would be much easier to conduct, as rats are nocturnal and live underground.
Still, a few methods exist:
City budgets and agencies struggle to keep up with complaints and urgent infestations. A thorough survey would equip them with the necessary data to detect infestations early and take more proactive, targeted action that considers climate-accelerated growth. For instance, remote sensors placed in known rat hot spots can help determine whether control efforts are effective. In cities such as Wellington, New Zealand; New Orleans; and Helsinki, teams have successfully used innovative remote cameras and implemented surveys of active-rat signs to track activity.
The resulting data could also aid cities in identifying and addressing the causes of infestations -- so-called conducive conditions such as access to food waste and debris piles -- instead of relying on rodenticides that only treat the symptoms. For example, after years of inaction, New York City enacted sanitation codes to minimize garbage left on sidewalks. In neighborhoods piloting containerized trash collection, rat complaints have already dropped.
Our war on rats has yielded little progress for decades. Whatever approach they choose, cities need to invest in collecting systemic data on rat activity and abundance so they can design and evaluate effective policies to rein in their populations.
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The Post's View
A new U.S. plan offers hope for Haiti 
Fresh attention on our Caribbean backyard could prevent the country from becoming a narco-state.

Vodouisants, followers of Haitian Vodou, march for peace in the Petion-Ville neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Thursday. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-07
Nothing has been able to rescue Haiti from its descent into gang-fueled violence and chaos. Not the resignation last year of the unpopular prime minister and the formation of a transitional presidential council. Not the deployment of a Kenyan-led international security force. Not the Haitian government's enlisting of a private American security company. Not even the use of weaponized drones has been able to break the gangs' stranglehold.
Well-armed gangs have been expanding their grip over the country. They now control an estimated 90 percent of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and have extended their reach farther into the countryside. More than 3,000 people have been killed this year alone, more than 1 million have been displaced and half the country is hungry. People allowed to return to their neighborhoods after one of the powerful gangs announced a retreat found their homes burned, their belongings looted and human remains littering the streets.
In the latest attempt to curb the violence -- and a tacit acknowledgment that the previous efforts have all failed -- the United States, joined by Panama, has proposed the establishment of a 5,550-member U.N. Gang Suppression Force for Haiti. Unlike the current Kenyan-led security force, consisting mostly of police, the proposed anti-gang force would be larger and have the power to make arrests and a mandate to operate independently, not alongside the Haitian police force.
Beyond the obvious humanitarian reasons, restoring order in Haiti, quelling gang violence and preventing a total collapse of the state is of vital concern to the United States. Haiti's gangs have evolved from localized criminal groups into transnational criminal organizations, smuggling illegal drugs into the United States and weapons back into Haiti. The U.S. military's recent strike on a suspected drug-smuggling boat from Venezuela showed President Donald Trump is willing to use lethal force to target illicit drug shipments from Latin America.
Despite its presence in our Caribbean backyard, this crisis has too often been neglected by policymakers. Preventing Haiti from becoming a narco-state deserves to be an administration priority, especially because the violence is also a major driver of mass migration. Desperate Haitians continue to try to make the dangerous journey by boat to Florida, and the U.S. Coast Guard is still trying to interdict and repatriate them.
The new anti-gang force, if it can get approval from the U.N. Security Council, would mark a crucial and overdue intervention that has a chance to restore Haiti to normalcy. But its success hinges on whether the organizers of the force can overcome the shortcomings that doomed earlier efforts, as well as whether it can address the root causes of Haiti's violence.
The transitional council has proved largely ineffective. It has been plagued by corruption allegations against some of its members and political infighting. The council named a new prime minister, a former U.N. official, in May 2024, only to fire him six months later amid a power struggle. Haitians appear to have little faith in the council.
The Kenyan-led international force has been hampered by a lack of resources. It was planned as a force of 2,500 security personnel, but fewer than 1,000 were ever assembled from a handful of countries. The force was underfunded to the point that some of the officers were not paid on time. More important, their weaponry was no match for the firepower of the gangs.
The Haitian government recently entered into a long-term contract with a U.S.-based private security firm called Vectus Global that is led by Erik Prince, who previously ran the Blackwater private security firm that was active in Iraq during the U.S. occupation. Prince's firm was supposed to help the Haitian government retake territory from the gangs and assist the government in tax collection. But its plan was to deploy only about 200 private security contractors. So far, they have shown little evidence of having any impact.
There is no guarantee that the proposed Gang Suppression Force will succeed. There are still unanswered questions, including whether the United States and the United Nations can persuade enough other countries to contribute the necessary funds for such a large force, let alone find the required troops and equipment. Since the force will have the power to arrest and detain people, a legal framework would need to be hashed out that guarantees detained suspects have basic legal and human rights. For example, it would be a bad idea to simply ship off alleged gang members in Haiti to El Salvador's notorious prison without any kind of due process. To succeed, the intervention needs to be accompanied by a surge of humanitarian aid and a long-term commitment to rebuild Haiti's shattered institutions.
Though not certain to succeed, the American plan offers Haiti hope, and that's been missing for a long time.
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        Richmond's new memorials expose hidden history beyond the Confederacy
        Gregory S. Schneider

        Projects to celebrate Richmond's diverse origins, Black heritage, Lost Cause mythmaking and more are flourishing in place of dismantled Confederate monuments.

      

      
        Virginia governor's race hits high gear as referendum on Trump
        Gregory S. Schneider

        GOP gubernatorial nominee Winsome Earle-Sears is emphasizing transgender issues as Democrat Abigail Spanberger goes after Trump's impact on Virginia's economy.

      

      
        Critics say she's appeasing Trump. D.C.'s mayor says she's out to win.
        Paul Schwartzman, Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright

        Mayor Muriel E. Bowser says her order appears to have played a key role in Congress holding off on extending Trump's federalization of the D.C. police, which brought National Guard troops to city streets.
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        A. Camden Walker

        Tonight's cold front ushers in beautiful weather starting tomorrow afternoon

      

      
        Washington returns to summer with heat, humidity, wind and rain
        Martin Weil

        Summer returned Saturday to the capital, with humidity, 90-degree heat and a stormy deluge. It was the kind of day that had been missing for weeks.

      

      
        D.C. can predict who will get into car crashes but can't stop them
        Rachel Weiner

        The city successfully targeted owners of cars at risk of a crash by looking at their camera ticket records, but that couldn't change their behavior.

      

      
        Thousands march in D.C. against Trump's law enforcement takeover
        Juan Benn Jr., Emma Uber

        The "We Are All D.C." march is one of the first major organized protests since President Donald Trump deployed federal troops to the nation's capital.
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        Catherine Hoggle is charged with two counts of murder. Physiatrists have said her paranoid schizophrenia renders her unfit to participate in court proceedings.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Cooler, drier and clearer tonight; nice week ahead!
Our fall-like feel sticks around much of the week.

(BRIAN PAETH and Brian Paeth/Brian Paeth)


By Molly Robey, A. Camden Walker, Jason Samenow, Martin Weil | 2025-09-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Evening readings fall into and through the 60s as we turn clearer and drier with each passing hour. Lows bottom out near sunrise in the mid-40s to mid-50s.
What's next? Potentially cloudless tomorrow -- and rain chances are slim to none for the workweek. Pleasant highs in the 70s through Wednesday and near or just above 80 Thursday and Friday. No real humidity to speak of!
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Richmond's new memorials expose hidden history beyond the Confederacy
Projects to celebrate Richmond's diverse origins, Black heritage, Lost Cause mythmaking and more are flourishing in place of dismantled Confederate monuments.

Burt Pinnock, left, is a Richmond architect who designed plans for the Skipwith-Roper Cottage, a new memorial to a pioneering free Black resident at the time of the city's founding. Sesha Joi Moon, right, conceived the memorial along with her sister, Enjoli Moon, as part of their nonprofit organization, the JXN Project. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post) 


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-09-07
RICHMOND -- Abraham Peyton Skipwith died in 1799 and left his wife the kind of estate that befits a city founding father: horse and buggy, gun, six Windsor chairs, silver teaspoons, a home, a plot of land, a respected name.
But unlike his contemporaries in the new Virginia capital -- such as future Supreme Court Justice John Marshall and uber-lawyer George Wythe --  Skipwith was Black and formerly enslaved.
The little-known story of his success in the early days of the republic is finally getting attention through an exhibit at the Library of Virginia and an unusual monument under construction nearby. Together, they aim to recalibrate the understanding of how Skipwith and other Black Americans helped build the nation we have today and how the social foundation they created was shattered during the 20th century.
History "was just a lot more complicated than I think we give it credit for," said Sesha Joi Moon, who with her sister, Enjoli, started the JXN Project nonprofit organization that conceived of the Skipwith memorial.
The project is part of a new wave of memorials in Richmond and elsewhere that aim to broaden the country's understanding of America as its 250th birthday looms next year. Efforts by the Trump administration to restore Confederate monuments and scrub the Smithsonian Institution of exhibits that highlight slavery have given urgency to the push to tell a more complete story of the past, said Rivka Maizlish, who tracks Confederate memorials nationally for the Southern Poverty Law Center.
The emphasis on not just noting but celebrating the Confederacy should give way to "a positive history of struggles for justice and the people whose efforts have been largely erased," Maizlish said.
In Augusta, Georgia, college students recently crusaded for and won historical markers honoring long-ago Black and Jewish leaders. In Kentucky and Indiana, the Kentuckiana Underground Railroad Project is working to create an art installation memorializing efforts to help enslaved people get to freedom across the Ohio River. The Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles is assembling parts of dismantled Confederate memorials from across the country -- including in Richmond and Charlottesville -- for an exhibit this fall examining the racist mythology of the Lost Cause.
Richmond, the former capital of the Confederacy, was ground zero for the Lost Cause, with hometown sculptor Edward Valentine cranking out some of its enduring iconography and statues lining the city's most prestigious thoroughfares. Today, the monuments are mostly gone and the Valentine, the city history museum that bears his name, has recently overhauled its depiction of his studio.
Using samples of Valentine's work, the museum looks at the enduring power of images to reinforce divisions in society -- in other words, the Valentine is using media to elevate some people and cast others as outsiders.
"This is a reminder of a pattern," Valentine director William J. Martin said. "How are we repeating some of these patterns? How do we respond to immigration? How do we respond to race? How do we remember our history?"

William J. Martin, director of the Valentine museum, stands at an exhibit explaining how the museum's namesake -- Civil War-era sculptor Edward Valentine -- created images that gave life to the racist mythology of the Lost Cause. (Gregory S. Schneider/TWP)


A few blocks away, the city is making plans to commemorate a major African burying ground that was desecrated by development. And work has begun on the Shockoe Project, an ambitious multiyear effort to commemorate a Richmond slave market that was once the second-busiest in the nation, after New Orleans. Plans include an institute to study the long-term effects of the South's slave-based economy as well as a national museum to the trade in human chattel.
The Shockoe Project's facilities are being designed by local architect Burt Pinnock, who also designed the JXN Project's memorial to Skipwith.
"This renaissance of working to tell untold and undertold stories and narratives is incredibly powerful, and I'm grateful to be involved with it," Pinnock said.

A rendering of plans for the Skipwith-Roper Cottage, a memorial under construction by the JXN Project in Richmond. (Baskervill)



An early 20th-century image of the former Richmond home of Abraham Peyton Skipwith. (The Valentine)


Working with researchers at the Library of Virginia, Moon and her sister identified Skipwith as probably the earliest Black landowner in Richmond, which became the state capital in 1780. Skipwith had petitioned for his freedom in 1785 during a period when the flush of the American Revolution led the General Assembly to open avenues for manumission. He finally bought his way out of slavery in 1789, leaving an extensive paper trail in state archives that showed his connections to some of the most prominent names in Virginia, including associates of Marshall and Thomas Jefferson.
Skipwith bought lots in Richmond to build his home in 1793. The neighborhood that grew up around him became a diverse mix of enslaved Black workers, hired out by their rural owners for urban jobs, living side-by-side with free Blacks, Jews and recent immigrants from Europe.
His granddaughter Maria inherited the house and married a free Black man named Peter Roper. One of their sons enlisted in the Union Army near the end of the Civil War. With emancipation, the bustling neighborhood that became known as Jackson Ward took off as an economic engine of the city, and another of Maria's sons was elected to the Common Council that governed Richmond.
Jackson Ward flourished with banks, newspapers, theaters and restaurants, known both as Black Wall Street and as one of the Harlems of the South.
But the state discarded its Reconstruction constitution in 1902 for one written with the express purpose of disenfranchising Black voters. The Ku Klux Klan became active in Richmond and Confederate monuments spread across the city through the 1920s, as depicted through a multimedia display at the Valentine.
Jackson Ward was gerrymandered to reduce its political influence on the city council and then, in the 1950s, partly demolished to make way for the highway that is now Interstate 95, said Barbara Batson of the Library of Virginia. Batson curated a new "House to Highway" exhibit at the library that tells the Jackson Ward story through the lens of the Skipwith-Roper Cottage, which a White family saved from the wrecking ball in the 1950s and moved to a former plantation in Goochland County.
The Moon sisters gave up on plans to bring the house back to Richmond after determining that most of its historic components had been altered. So the JXN Project, which raised more than $2 million, is creating a memorial to Skipwith and his community on a plot of land in a part of Jackson Ward that was cut off by the highway and all but abandoned, with most structures now gone or dilapidated.
"We wanted to create a nucleus for this community that's been so decimated," Pinnock said. His design calls for a re-creation of the gambrel-roofed home that Skipwith built attached to a facility that will serve as a space for public programs, research and educational outreach. The outdoor area will feature a garden that Pinnock hopes will evoke the way residents of Jackson Ward used their environment to grow food and support one another.
Moon and her sister hope to raise another $3.5 million for the full build out of the facility. They plan to open next April in conjunction with celebrations of the founding of Jackson Ward and of America's semiquincentennial.
It is, after all, a quintessentially American story. Skipwith was in the room in Williamsburg as patriots spoke of revolution; his presence was documented by the family that enslaved him. He built his own life on values of freedom and liberty. He left wealth for his descendants.
"He thought that he had done it all right," Moon said. "In his will it says, to my heirs, and forever."
But the community his descendants built was all but snuffed out during Jim Crow. As the Trump administration seeks to restore public tributes to the Confederacy, the JXN Project aims to celebrate a heritage thatendures.
"I feel like regardless of ... the political climate or cultural climate, we are ensuring that this man can finally rest in peaceful power," Moon said. "We are making sure that he now is known and honored forever, and so it's our juxtaposition to everything else that's happening."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Virginia governor's race hits high gear as referendum on Trump
GOP gubernatorial nominee Winsome Earle-Sears is emphasizing transgender issues as Democrat Abigail Spanberger goes after Trump's impact on Virginia's economy.

Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, left, and former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger, a Democrat, are facing off in the Virginia governor's race this year. (Kristen Zeis/For The Washington Post; Robb Hill/For The Washington Post)


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-09-07
RICHMOND -- With Labor Day past and early voting just two weeks away, the Virginia governor's race has shifted into high gear as a referendum on Trumpism. Democrat Abigail Spanberger is running against a faltering economy that she blames on the White House, while Republican Winsome Earle-Sears is diving deep into her party's playbook of vilifying liberal transgender policies.
Both sides are escalating their attacks through social media and advertising, but Spanberger and other Virginia Democrats enjoy advantages in polling, money and Virginia's voting history, which tends to reward the party that's out of power in Washington.
"Spanberger is for they/them, not for us," a new Earle-Sears ad says, claiming Spanberger favors allowing "men in girls' sports, bathrooms and locker rooms." On social media and in interviews and public appearances, the Republican lieutenant governor, a former Marine born in Jamaica, has repeatedly hit culture-war transgender themes as a key issue for voters.
Spanberger, a former congresswoman and CIA operative from the Richmond area, is hammering Earle-Sears for supporting policies of President Donald Trump that she says have harmed Virginia's economy, cost people their jobs and threatened access to health care and social programs.
"Winsome Earle-Sears is so far right, she's wrong for Virginia," a new Spanberger ad says, juxtaposing clips of Earle-Sears praising Trump's unpopular domestic-policy legislation, the One Big Beautiful Bill, with claims that it raises costs for Virginians.
The two candidates are stumping for more than their own elections. With only Virginia and New Jersey holding statewide contests this year, Earle-Sears and Spanberger are road-testing messages that could resonate nationally in next year's midterm congressional races. And Virginia also has races for lieutenant governor, attorney general and all 100 seats in the House of Delegates on the Nov. 4 ballot.
The dynamics of the campaign are so different for each candidate that it makes sense they'd pursue very different themes, said Stephen Farnsworth, a political science professor at the University of Mary Washington.
"A lot of President Trump's policies have affected Virginians to an extraordinary degree," Farnsworth said, referring to the fact that Virginia is more closely tied to the federal workforce and government spending than almost any other state. "Republicans will not get a thank-you from the voters for the economic impact of Trump's policies. ... It's important for [Earle-Sears] to pivot to the cultural issues."
Fights over school policies for transgender students and grievances about parental control were keys to Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin's narrow victory in 2021 in what had been a blue-trending Virginia. Like all Virginia governors, Youngkin is term-limited, but Earle-Sears is leaning hard on the same themes as she seeks to become the first Black woman elected governor of any state.
History is not on her side. Over the past 50 years -- with one exception -- Virginians have elected a governor from the party that lost the White House. And Trump lost Virginia all three times he ran for president. Recent polling has shown Spanberger with a significant lead, and this past week Larry Sabato's Crystal Ball moved the race to "likely" Democratic from "leans" Democratic.
National Democrats are pouring money into the state in hopes of delivering a strong rebuke to Trump, so Earle-Sears has to counter that enthusiasm by stirring up her own base and whittling away at Spanberger's support in blue bastions such as Northern Virginia, Farnsworth said.
In her ad "They/Them," Earle-Sears cites a vote Spanberger, a former congresswoman, took in Congress in 2021 in favor of the Equality Act, a bill that included gender identity and sexual orientation in prohibitions against discrimination. It passed the House but died in the Senate. The ad also features a clip of Spanberger saying, "Our LGBTQ neighbors deserve the same legal rights as anyone else" -- a statement other Democrats defended on social media.
Trump, who last month said he "would" endorse Earle-Sears but has yet to do so, weighed in Friday on the transgender issue in Virginia during an Oval Office announcement rebranding the Department of Defense as the Department of War.
"The woman [Spanberger] who's running against our Republican candidate [Earle-Sears], who is excellent, is like so much into the, you know, men being able to use women's bathrooms," he said. "Okay. What's that all about? Men playing in women's sports. Wants open borders."
Earle-Sears has appeared at two recent school board meetings in Northern Virginia to stir up passion over local refusals to comply with Trump administration demands that school systems renounce policies accommodating transgender students. She got extra mileage out of an Arlington school board meeting late last month when a pro-transgender rights demonstrator held up a sign that said: "Hey Winsome: If trans can't share your bathroom then Blacks can't share my water fountain."
Earle-Sears branded the sign as racist. Though Spanberger and Democratic leaders immediately condemned it, Republicans have continued to cite the episode on social media to disparage Democrats. Billionaire Robert Johnson, co-founder of Black Entertainment Television and a longtime Democratic donor, told Politico that the incident prompted him to give $500,000 to the Earle-Sears campaign.
This past week, Spanberger seemed to respond indirectly to the transgender attacks. In a new ad called "Mom," she describes being concerned about safety as the mother of three girls in public schools and says she pursued child predators in her earlier career in federal law enforcement. She was a postal inspector and then an undercover operative for the CIA.
"So it really angers me to hear these lies about who I am," she says, without mentioning the transgender issue specifically. "I believe we need to get politics out of our schools and trust parents and local communities."
The ad is running on both broadcast and digital platforms, part of a wave of advertising by Spanberger that has far outdistanced Earle-Sears in quantity and cost. The Democrat has a campaign war chest about triple that of the Republican, according to the most recent records analyzed by the Virginia Public Access Project.
And Spanberger's spending on advertising -- with $18.5 million in current or pending spots -- far outstrips that of Earle-Sears, at $2.5 million current or pending, according to AdImpact, a company that tracks political ad spending.
Spanberger's message has been heavily focused on the economy and the impact of Trump's policies on Virginia. Since Labor Day, Democrats up and down the ballot -- as well as national party leaders -- have kicked off statewide tours and held press events on the theme.
"This economy is suffering mightily," Democratic National Committee Chair Ken Martin told reporters Friday on a videoconference with officials from the Democratic Governors Association and party leaders from Virginia and New Jersey. Across campaigns in both states and beyond, Martin said, Democrats will be focusing on "affordability" and "health care access" as two top issues.
Spanberger, who has generally resisted calling out Earle-Sears by name during summer campaign appearances, attacked quickly this past week after the Republican went on CNN and told host Jake Tapper that under the One Big Beautiful Bill's cuts to health services, "there are no Virginians that are going to lose their Medicaid coverage in Virginia, unless that's something that they choose."
Earle-Sears "is lying," Spanberger posted on X on Friday. The Democrat's campaign cited a KFF study that estimates some 310,000 Virginians will lose health insurance because of the bill's changes to Medicaid requirements and the Affordable Care Act marketplace.
An Earle-Sears campaign spokeswoman did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the accusation.
Both gubernatorial campaigns say they are cranking up statewide bus tours for the coming weeks, though no details are out yet, and get-out-the-vote efforts will become crucial once early voting starts on Sept. 19.
Some Republicans had criticized Earle-Sears earlier this summer for running a low-key campaign with only a single joint appearance with the other Republicans on the statewide ticket. Those include conservative radio host John Reid, running for lieutenant governor against Democratic state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi (D-Richmond), and incumbent state Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) seeking reelection against former Norfolk delegate Jerrauld "Jay" Jones, a Democrat.
Reid is the first openly gay candidate of either party to seek statewide office, and Earle-Sears has made no secret of her opposition to same-sex marriage. Earlier this summer, Youngkin pressed Reid to drop out of the race after he was alleged to have posted racy images of men on an online account. Reid denied the accusations but Earle-Sears has campaigned with him only a handful of times in brief appearances.
National GOP money has tilted toward Miyares, who as the incumbent running on a strong message of law and order, is seen by some as the Republican with the best chance of notching a win. In Virginia, each statewide candidate runs individually, not as a ticket, and attorneys general of a different party than the governor have not been uncommon.
In the past month, Earle-Sears has retooled her operation, appointing a new campaign manager and promising a "GOP Victory Campaign" to promote the party's candidates around the state.
"The question, though, is whether there is time enough for this retooled campaign to get airborne," Farnsworth said. Given Spanberger's advantage in money and Democrats' sense of urgency to send a message to Trump, he said, it makes sense for Earle-Sears to go for the culture wars.
"Angry voters," he said, "are the most likely to participate in Virginia gubernatorial elections."
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D.C.
Critics say she's appeasing Trump. D.C.'s mayor says she's out to win.
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser says her order appears to have played a key role in Congress holding off on extending Trump's federalization of the D.C. police, which brought National Guard troops to city streets.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) speaks with members of the media after a vote on the RFK Stadium renewal passed on Aug. 1. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Paul Schwartzman, Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright | 2025-09-07
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) has faced mounting pressure from myriad forces as she contends with President Donald Trump's incursion into her city, caught between ever-growing White House demands and those of her constituents.
A contingent of D.C. lawmakers and a coalition of 100 local organizations accused her of appeasing Trump and undermining the city's ability to handle its own affairs after she expressed appreciation for the surge of federal officers on city streets. The criticism only intensified after she issued a directive ordering local police to coordinate with federal law enforcement indefinitely.
But in an interview Friday, a day after Congress signaled it wasn't planning to vote to extend Trump's 30-day emergency takeover of the D.C. police, Bowser said she is unbowed by the criticism and remains confident her strategy is working.
"I think what people misunderstand is that I care about what they think about me personally, because I don't," she said in the 40-minute interview in her office, her most wide-ranging since Trump's Aug. 11 declaration of a crime emergency. "What I care about is protecting this city, our home rule and preserving our autonomy at every step."
The best evidence that her approach is working, Bowser and others say, is that her mayoral order appears to have played a key role in Congress holding off on extending Trump's order, which, among other things, compelled the Metropolitan Police Department to help federal immigration enforcement agents target undocumented immigrants.
But it remains unclear how different D.C. streets will look if Trump's emergency control of D.C.'s police department expires Wednesday. While the White House would no longer be able to force local police to comply with specific requests, Bowser would still be powerless to stop roadside checkpoints and raids by Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents. National Guard troops are still expected to patrol the city for months.
Bowser's critics fear her continued collaboration with Trump  could further erode the city's self-government, already limited because Congress has final say over its budget and laws.

Members of the National Guard at the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 30. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


"I don't want to misinterpret this moment as a complete win if the effect on the District and our residents is still one of terror," said council member Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5). "I would just encourage residents not to fall victim to a false sense of security just because the House is not going to act."
At a meeting this week at a church in Northeast Washington, Samantha Davis, an organizer with Free DC, an advocacy group established to protect the city's autonomy, said a guiding principle for the movement as it contends with Trump is "to not obey in advance."
"What Mayor Bowser is doing, currently, over the past couple days," Davis told the audience, "is the exact opposite of what we need in this moment."
Some in the crowd clapped. The Rev. Dr. Robin Toogood II, pastor at Purity Baptist Church in Capitol Hill, alluded to the predicament of local officials when he took the mic to offer a prayer.
"We're living in difficult and perilous times," he said. "Persons are making decisions, oh God, that we feel are acquiescent, oh God, and that are not necessarily in the best benefit of our people."
Toogood, in an interview later, said he was talking in part about Bowser but that he also understands her "very difficult position."
"I realize the circumstances surrounding it," he said. "But it may be difficult for some of the residents that she leads, and I think that's the part that sort of pulls at me."

Bowser speaks during a news conference at D.C. police headquarters on Sept. 3. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


Few American mayors, if any, have had as much experience dealing with Trump as Bowser, now in her third term presiding over a city that has long been a favorite target for barbs by Republican leaders across the country.
The president was a useful foil for the mayor during his first term, allowing her to gain national acclaim as a voice of resistance and to defend what she described as "D.C. values" when, for example, she ordered the painting of the "Black Lives Matter" mural on 16th Street NW after the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police.
The mayor lowered her volume and paved over BLM Plaza after Trump returned to Washington in January and began threatening to "take over" the city, denigrating it as dirty and crime-ridden even though statistics showed reductions in homicides and other felonies.
Her position is far more compromised this time around, especially as a Republican-controlled Congress provides the president with the muscle to attack the city's autonomy, something the mayor said the city can lose "in a thousand ways" if federal lawmakers overturn D.C. laws or the White House launches investigations into her government. House Republicans are set to vote on 14 bills that would overhaul D.C.'s criminal justice system, and Trump also has said he may interfere with a proposed project that would be a legacy achievement for the mayor: the building of a new home for the Washington Commanders on the site of RFK Stadium.
"What else can she do?" said Larry Sabato, a University of Virginia political science professor. "He is holding all the cards, and she's not holding any cards. The other option is to make Trump angry, at which point he'd station more troops in D.C. There'd be a cop on every street. He has nothing to lose and everything to gain using D.C. as a punching bag."
The mayor's cooperation with Trump is not without political risks, especially in an overwhelmingly blue city where the president won only six percent of the vote. A recent Washington Post-Schar School poll found that about 8 in 10 D.C. residents opposed Trump's federalizing the D.C. police.
"She has to be very careful from here on in," said Ron Lester, a veteran D.C. pollster. "This matter is viewed by so many D.C. residents intensely. If she continues to be on the wrong side of public opinion it could be problematic if she decides to run again."

Bowser at an event unveiling plans to host the 2027 NFL Draft in D.C. with President Donald Trump on May 5. (Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)


The mayor has not said whether she will seek a fourth term next year. If she does, the primary is nine months from now -- an eternity in politics. Tom Lindenfeld, a consultant on Bowser's first mayoral campaign in 2014 who has been critical of her stewardship over the years, said the mayor's conciliatory approach to Trump is "100 percent right" based on who she's dealing with.
"If you challenge this guy, you are poking your finger in his eye and he comes back and hits you harder," Lindenfeld said. "Everyone realizes we're not going to win this by protesting. It's more complicated than that."
Many in the business community have also strongly backed the mayor's approach. "We support that she's trying to do whatever she can to make sure the emergency doesn't get extended," said Kevin Clinton, chief program officer for the Federal City Council, a D.C. business advocacy group that has exerted influence over civic affairs for decades. "I think she has learned over the years what is effective and what is less effective with the White House."
Bowser's approach differs  from that of D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D), who, since the start of the crackdown, has filed two lawsuits against Trump, including one on Thursday to halt the National Guard deployment of more than 2,200 troops.
Bowser supported Schwalb's first lawsuit, which stopped the White House from installing an ally to run the police department. But she said she wanted the attorney general to hold off on his second lawsuit for at least seven days, until after Trump's emergency expired, believing that might trigger a wind-down in troops.
Schwalb, pointing to increasing troop deployment, said Saturday that he filed the lawsuit because "all the evidence showed the situation escalating dangerously for District residents, not winding down." He declined to comment on private discussions with the mayor.

D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb and Bowser speak to the media outside the U.S. District Courthouse on Aug. 15. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


Bowser framed her restraint as a strategy borne of experience dealing with Trump since 2017.
"I don't make light of the criticisms that people have because, believe me, I get it," she said. "It's a very emotionally charged situation; it's about democracy, it's about our rights, it's about our autonomy, it's about our city ... so I don't make light of people saying, 'You should beat your chest, Bowser.'"
Asked about her end game, the mayor said: "Mine is to win."
In the months before Trump's order, Bowser could count on her constituents and fellow Democrats to understand that her muted response to his attacks was a strategic approach intended to preserve the city's autonomy.
But that understanding frayed at an Aug. 27 news conference when the mayor credited the president's intervention with helping to drive a reductions in gun crimes, homicides and carjackings.
"We greatly appreciate the surge of officers that enhance what MPD has been able to do in this city," Bowser told reporters that day.

A woman passes members of the West Virginia National Guard at the Wharf on Aug. 24. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


It was more than 20 minutes before the mayor or any of her staff expressed concern about the fear many Washingtonians have experienced because of armed National Guard troops on city streets, police checkpoints and raids by masked immigration enforcement agents.
"What you see at that press conference is the mayor struggling to walk that tightrope she has been walking for seven or eight months," said George Derek Musgrove, a University of Maryland, Baltimore County historian who has written about D.C. history. "At that moment, she fell off the tightrope."
Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) said the mayor's expression of appreciation for the federal intervention made it seem like she was not just tolerating but supporting it -- a difference that he said triggered the pushback.
"There's an appreciation that her job is more difficult than mine and that she's unarguably in a very different and unique box," Allen said. "But I also believe that you need to speak clearly for what you believe and there's no scenario where armed National Guard patrolling our streets and masked federal agents disappearing our neighbors is okay with me. And residents need to hear their leaders speak clearly on this."
That sentiment was echoed in a subsequent letter from 100 local organizations -- a coalition that included unions, homeless advocates and faith-based groups  -- demanding that she "immediately denounce" the intervention and not "cower in the face of an authoritarian."
Even among the mayor's allies, the shift in tone was surprising.
"I was like, okay, she's been threatened," said Charles Wilson, chair of the D.C. Democratic Party. "I think that's why people were so taken aback by her press conference -- that's not the Muriel we have come to know over the past 10 years."

D.C. Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4) on Capitol Hill in March. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Still, Wilson said he trusts the mayor's strategic instincts.
Concern escalated in some corners after Trump praised Bowser, citing her as a model for Democratic governors and other mayors and proclaiming his D.C. crackdown a "GIANT VICTORY that never has to end!!!"
Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4) said Bowser's words were making things more difficult for Democratic leaders in states like Maryland, California and Illinois who are facing Trump's threats to deploy the National Guard.
How could other Democrats defend D.C., Lewis George said, when "our own mayor is siding with Trump"?
"I worry about us losing allies," Lewis George said, "because now our mayor's words are being used against these other local leaders and to further Trump's sort of presence and regime."
Bowser said she went into the Aug. 27 news conference intending to deliver crime statistics and identify aspects of the federal intervention that are helping D.C. and those that are not, including National Guard troops picking up trash.
Bowser said the dramatic drop in carjackings -- a serious problem for the city in 2023 -- was worth pointing out, for example.
"Are we interested in having the chief of police replaced or federal resources that we don't want? No," Bowser said. "But are we happy - or maybe happy is not the word - but can we use and acknowledge that having that many more personnel to support MPD was a good thing? We could."

U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi listens to Trump during a Cabinet meeting on Aug. 26. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Just before her news conference, Bowser met with U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi and Trump's chief of staff, Susie Wiles, to propose a next move -- formalizing the partnership between D.C. and federal law enforcement. Bowser later shared  a draft of her mayoral order, a step she believed necessary to persuade them to halt Trump's 30-day emergency and the federal incursion.
She said it had the desired effect. "They could be jumping up and down at the Capitol right now saying, 'Pass these bills' or 'Extend the emergency,'" she said. "Instead, what we're talking about is how we're getting out of the emergency."
In a statement, Abigail Jackson, a spokeswoman for the White House, said Trump remains invested long-term in his "wildly successful" takeover of the D.C. police and credited Bowser's mayoral order "to continue cooperating with the President's efforts to Make DC Safe Again."
"Other Democrats across the country should follow Mayor Bowser's lead," Jackson said.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said the end of the emergency is "critically important to the District" and that, should it happen, would appear to validate Bowser's strategy.
The mayor bristled at the notion that she was being "pushed around" or acquiescing, a perception she said felt patronizing. If she were a man, she said, she would be more often described as strategic or calculating. "Have you heard anybody say I made a deal?" she said.
In her best-case scenario, she said, her mayoral order returns a semblance of control to the city rather than having its police officers compelled to cooperate with the federal agents, including ICE, without a choice, as Trump's crackdown required.
"We can shape how we use or request federal resources," the mayor said, "and we're kind of thinking through now, like, What do we want exactly on day 31 or 61 or 91, and how can we best deploy it?"
Addressing her critics, perhaps with an eye toward next year's election when voters could render a verdict on her performance, the mayor suggested they should step up with their own ideas.
"All these people out there who know how to do it better," she said. "Why haven't they thrown their hats in the ring?"
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Showers at times into Sunday morning, then bright and comfortable
Tonight's cold front ushers in beautiful weather starting tomorrow afternoon

(Linda Rubenstein/Flickr)


By A. Camden Walker, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Jeffrey Halverson, Martin Weil | 2025-09-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Shower coverage should increase across the region after 11 p.m. Occasional showers continue during the night, and can't rule out a clap of thunder, as overnight lows settle near 60.
What's next? Early clouds and showers on Sunday give way to increasing sun and decreasing humidity. It's the start of another autumnal weather stretch with plenty of sun and highs in the 70s into midweek.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Washington returns to summer with heat, humidity, wind and rain
Summer returned Saturday to the capital, with humidity, 90-degree heat and a stormy deluge. It was the kind of day that had been missing for weeks.

(Leah Millis/Reuters)


By Martin Weil | 2025-09-07
On Saturday, as the days of summer dwindle, Washington seized on what may have been one of its last chances to show what the season is like here, making a vigorous display of heat, humidity, gusty wind and pouring, pelting thunderstorm rain.
On the day of a huge Powerball drawing, as on many  other days as well, the distribution of summer storms and rain in the Washington area may appropriately be likened to a lottery.
One of the big jackpots in Saturday's storm-related lottery turned out to be won by Reagan National Airport, which is just across the Potomac River from the District, and is the official measuring station for the city.
It was not just the report of a 60 mph wind gust. Rather it was that in two late afternoon hours, National Weather Service observers at the airport measured more than an inch of rain.
It was a stunning amount, particularly in an area where the paucity of late summer rain had prompted almost daily expressions of concern. In all of August, one of the driest on record, only one-fifth of an inch of rain fell at Reagan.
So Saturday's report may bear repeating, or at least rephrasing. At the airport, 1.02 inches of rain fell in the afternoon, according to the Weather Service.
It fell during two late afternoon hours. Between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m., the amount was 0.25 inches. In the next hour, three times as much came down. It was measured at 0.77 inches.
After an August of consummate dryness, after it may have seemed that rain should be stricken from the local weather vocabulary, it was a stroke of good fortune almost comparable to unlocking the treasures of Powerball.
In fact, it almost seemed a quantity of liquidity that could even deprive the normally talkative of their loquacity.
Yet, thunderstorms operate their own sort of lottery: By 6 p.m. Dulles International Airport reported only .02 inches of rain.
But to dwell upon the District's good fortune in accumulating an intense inch of rain would be to neglect Saturday's other efforts at creating what might possibly be the last hurrah of summer.
Undoubtedly the temperature merits mention. The Washington high was 93 degrees. That was nine degrees above the average high temperature for Sept. 6 in Washington. It was only five below the record high for the date, the 98-degree figure attained more than once, most recently two years ago.
Obviously it was humid. Such a torrent of rain as Saturday's is not the magical product of desiccated desert air. The dew point was fairly high Saturday. For hours it was 70 or 71.
The heat index reached an hourly high of 96.
After the storm went through, the temperature fell and a rescue package of cool, fresh air was rushed into the region. By 6 p.m. it was only 75 degrees.
Nevertheless it seemed Saturday that Washington may have had one last chance to produce a summer day, and it accepted the challenge.
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D.C.
D.C. can predict who will get into car crashes but can't stop them
The city successfully targeted owners of cars at risk of a crash by looking at their camera ticket records, but that couldn't change their behavior.

A pilot project in D.C. identified the highest risk drivers. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-09-07
On July 11, 2023, 30,000 people in the D.C. area received a text saying they were at high risk of getting in a car crash. Another 15,000 people got a letter in the mail with the same message, and 15,000 got both.
They got those messages because they were part of a group the city had identified as the highest risk drivers. The goal was to see whether the messages could prevent some of those collisions.
The answer: Nope. The average vehicle in the group got two citations over the trial period, whether they got a text, a mailer, both or nothing. The number involved in a crash -- 2,355 -- was likewise roughly evenly distributed across all the groups. The study did find a slight positive impact among Virginia drivers and relatively low-risk drivers for three months after they received warning text messages. But those could be "spurious correlations" from analyzing small slices of the data, the researchers said.
The project was done through The Lab @ D.C., where researchers and data scientists run experiments on proposed city policies. In interviews with the researchers, some drivers said the messages made them feel harassed or judged; others said it made them feel fated to crash.
Efforts to reduce dangerous driving generally invoke three "E"s -- enforcement, engineering and education. The results, the academics who worked with the city government on the project say, may illustrate the limits of the last E.
"Many studies report that messages can change intentions to drive better. But if that intended behavior does not translate into real actions like slowing down or stopping at red lights and stop signs, it's not clear how much we can learn from these studies," they wrote, while acknowledging that more frequent messages could have some impact.




"Educational messaging ... works best when supported by law enforcement on the road to show drivers there are consequences for unsafe actions," said Adam Snider of the Governors Highway Safety Association. "Messages alone won't work if drivers don't see any consequences for ignoring them."
The data produced by the pilot project is a window into how much the city knows about the most dangerous drivers even as it struggles to rein them in. The researchers correctly identified 65 percent of the vehicles involved in a crash over the 12-month period.
Most traffic enforcement in D.C. is done by automated cameras, which only log car models and license plates -- not the face behind the wheel. But there is a statistical link between certain citations and crashes: vehicles with at least one citation for driving more than 20 miles over the speed limit are twice as likely as the average to get in a crash; vehicles with at least one citation for running a red light are three times as likely.
The project started with all privately owned vehicles that had received two or more citations within 18 months. After testing various models, researchers came up with a 55-point formula that included time of day, time of year, recency of the tickets, and whether they were incurred on a highway. But they decided that was too complicated to try to explain, so they chose a simpler one using the four most powerful indicators of a crash: total citations in the past six months, and having red light, stop sign or weekday citations in the previous 16 months. (Weekday citations are more unusual than weekend ones, and are more likely to indicate generally reckless behavior.)
That created a pool of about 94,000 drivers. Roughly 45 percent of the drivers were from Maryland, 37 percent from D.C. and 12.5 percent from Virginia.
The geographic breakdown is somewhat different than that of overall traffic citations by jurisdiction, where Virginia ranks higher than the District.
There are some important caveats -- the District only has data on crashes in the city, even though most of the drivers come from outside it. There are also more traffic cameras in lower-income parts of the city, which have higher-speed roads where more fatal crashes occur. They found that residents of low-income and majority-minority areas were disproportionately likely to be in the risky group; people in those areas are also more likely to commute by car.
Given those concerns, the researchers said they "would caution against the use of this predictive model to prioritize vehicles for any punitive measures, which could have a disproportionate and detrimental effect."
Under a law passed last year, the District has started trying to police the vehicles associated with the most dangerous infractions by having them potentially seized as part of lawsuits over unpaid fines or towed when found on city streets. The advocacy group DC Families for Safe Streets said in a statement that while they "appreciate the District trying various approaches," they want more movement on "proven measures to reduce crashes" -- including implementation of another part of that law, which would put automatic speed limiters on the cars of people convicted of criminal reckless and aggravated reckless driving.
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D.C.
Thousands march in D.C. against Trump's law enforcement takeover
The "We Are All D.C." march is one of the first major organized protests since President Donald Trump deployed federal troops to the nation's capital.

People gathered in Meridian Hill Park before journeying down 16th Street NW to the White House for the "We Are All D.C." March. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Juan Benn Jr., Emma Uber | 2025-09-06
From the center of the lawn at Meridian Hill Park, "Welcome to DC" by Mambo Sauce and "Alright" by Kendrick Lamar blared from a speaker. A man led 20 people in a free yoga class. U.S. Park Police officers patrolled in black tactical uniforms, contrasting the T-shirts, shorts and kaffiyehs worn by those in the crowd.
At the northernmost end of the park, a growing pile of handmade signs were being stapled together.
"PROTECT DC HOME RULE" and "END THE FEDERAL OCCUPATION," they said in English and Spanish.
The thousands gathered in the park took to the streets Saturday, marching along 16th Street NW toward the White House in the first major organized protest in the District since President Donald Trump declared a crime emergency and deployed federal troops to the nation's capital. The "We Are All D.C." march was brought together by a coalition of organizations, including Free DC, a group that aims to protect home rule, and the American Civil Liberties Union, to demand a stop to the federal incursion in Washington.
So far, local resistance has shown up in smaller ways -- a gathering of about 100 people outside of the Metropolitan Police Headquarters and the heckling of federal law enforcement in public. But organizers hope the march will show how much residents oppose Trump's characterization of D.C. as a crime-ridden city in need of federal intervention.

The "We Are All D.C." march was one of the first major organized protests since President Donald Trump deployed federal troops to the nation's capital.


"I want the federal troops out, the National Guard," said Joshua Armstead, vice president of Unite Here Local 23, a labor union for food service and hospitality workers and one of many organizations co-hosting the march. "I want the DEA [Drug Enforcement Administration] and ICE [U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement] out."
Armstead's organization bussed people from different parts of the country, including Philadelphia and New York City, to D.C. in hopes of building a national coalition, pointing to Trump's threats to send federal troops to other major American cities, such as Chicago and Baltimore.
"It's going to happen to Detroit. It's going to happen again to Los Angeles. It's going to happen to Philly," said Armstead, 34. "This is an attack on not just D.C., but the country, and the citizens and the people living in this country."

The "We Are All D.C." march was brought together by a coalition of organizations, including Free DC and the American Civil Liberties Union. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Trump ordered the federalization of D.C. police and National Guard troops onto city streets on Aug. 11 to combat what he said was out-of-control crime. The administration said on Friday it has made 1,914 total arrests, seized 198 firearms and cleared 50 homeless encampments since its operation began.
D.C. police data shows that violent crime is down 39 percent and property crime is down 15 percent since Trump's Aug. 11 order, compared to the same time period last year. Crime was already trending down in D.C. before Trump moved to take over the police department, according to city data. But rates still decreased when comparing the three weeks before the Aug. 11 order to the three weeks after, with violent crime decreasing by roughly 14 percent and property crime decreasing by roughly 22 percent.
Some federal presence will likely remain in the District beyond the 30-day surge: The Trump administration is expected to approve an extension of the National Guard's deployment in D.C. through December. And on Tuesday, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser issued an executive order requiring coordination between local and federal law enforcement "to the maximum extent allowable by law within the District," with no expiration date.
George Escobar spent his Saturday morning passing out water to people preparing to march. He serves as the chief of programs and services for CASA -- an immigrant rights group he said had been receiving more than 50 calls per day to its emergency hotline since Trump ordered increased federal law enforcement in the nation's capital, including immigration enforcement.
"Moped riders being tackled, moms taking their kids to school being interrogated and being detained -- some of whom are even U.S. citizens, so it's a disaster what's happening here," he said.
A D.C. resident himself, Escobar said he understood that some communities did not feel safe, but emphasized that he did not believe Trump's crackdown was the best way to promote safety in D.C. He pointed to the court system, where earlier this week, a federal magistrate judge overseeing cases during the policing surge condemned administration officials, saying they were trampling people's rights by overcharging them with felonies and then moving slowly to dismiss the weakest cases while the defendants sat in jail.
"It's important for us to start to fight back and change the narrative, this isn't about crime ... it's just an excuse to incarcerate Black and Brown people," he said. "Anybody can walk to the courtroom and see the sham that they're polluting this justice system in D.C. with."

"We Are All D.C." is one of the first major organized protests to take place in the District since President Donald Trump declared a crime emergency and deployed federal troops to the nation's capital. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Out of the hundreds of signs on display during the march, one figure emerged as the main symbol of resistance: Sean Charles Dunn. The former Justice Department paralegal became a D.C. icon after he was captured on video throwing a sub sandwich at federal officers. He was later arrested and charged with a misdemeanor after a grand jury declined to indict him on a more serious felony count.
A giant pink banner flew above the crowd depicting a man throwing a sub. One man marched while holding an inflatable sandwich at least 3 feet long. And Robert Winthrop, 75, held up a sign that read: "Protect our occupiers, arrest all sandwiches."
"It was a basically ridiculous incident, which was wrong, but then was so grossly overcharged that it made Dunn into a hero," Winthrop said. "It's a very nice, concrete symbol of the ridiculousness of Trump's approach to cutting down on crime in D.C."
A Washington resident for 25 years, Winthrop said he was outraged by Trump's move to federalize D.C. police. He said he was pleased by Bowser's (D) approach, saying she "toed the line" with Trump well, suing to stop him from supplanting the D.C. police chief and speaking out against masked law enforcement, but not go so far as to insist that Washington did not have any crime.
"I think we do have a crime problem that hasn't been sufficiently addressed ... so I would be in favor of federal assistance that actually helps," Winthrop said. "And some of it may be helping, but there is no place in a democracy for masked thugs grabbing people off the street and whisking them away."

Edith Holleman, left, and Mary Pat Brennan at the march. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


At around 12:20 p.m., protesters carrying a large yellow banner with "TRUMP MUST GO NOW" in black lettering began to head downtown. People spilled onto the street while others stood by at the top of the park, looking down at the protesters chanting, "Free DC."
As protesters marched down 16th Street NW, a resident sprayed a water hose into the air to cool children on the sidewalk. Across the street, a chorus of bells rung out from Foundry United Methodist Church. On the church's steps, demonstrators carried a kaleidoscope of flags -- pink, blue and white for transgender pride; black, green and red for Black power; red, white and blue for the United States.
"What do we want?" an organizer shouted.
"Free D.C.," the crowd responded.
"When do we want it?" the organizer asked.
"Now."
Lifelong friends Tara Bergschneider, 36, and Kristi Poole, 39, drove 13 hours from Springfield, Illinois, to join the march. After attending many rallies at their state capitol, they wanted to take their demonstrating to the nation's capital -- plus, they were worried the National Guard would soon be ordered into their state.
They marched alongside thousands of others, past the intersection of K and 16th Streets NW. Poole carried a sign reading "Indivisible with Liberty and Justice for ALL."
When asked if the drive was worth it, they said, "Absolutely."

Thousands of protesters march on 16th Street toward the White House. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


The two women are part of Undivided and Focused, an Illinois group that formed as part of the 50501 movement. They said they wanted to see the city that had dominated newscasts and their social media feeds for the past month for themselves. What they found, they said, surprised them. They did not see the crime-ridden squalor Trump had described, nor did they see the National Guard manhandling residents.
"We need to steward a conversation that balances dignifying the troops with telling [Trump] that he cannot intrude on our cities," Bergschneider said. "Being here today, bearing witness to humanity coming together for liberty and justice for all, is part of that."
The crowd thinned after the march reached Freedom Plaza, where a stage reading "D.C. STATEHOOD NOW" and "PROTECT HOME RULE" stood, a block from the White House. Speakers included reverends, a founder of Free DC, an activist who had been arrested as part of the federal law enforcement surge and immigration advocates. They advocated for D.C. statehood, condemned the presence of ICE officers on city streets and decried the federal surge's impact on local business. A few admonished Bowser, saying her handling of Trump's orders was too permissive.
D.C. Council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4) took the stage and led the crowd in an impassioned chant.
"This city, our city, is beautiful," she said. "It is a city that embraces, not excludes."
George denounced masked law enforcement and slammed both Democrats and Republicans for long ignoring D.C.'s pleas for statehood.
"Without statehood we are vulnerable to federal overreach," she said. "We've been sounding the alarms, my ancestors have been sounding the alarms, people standing right here have been sounding the alarms for decades. We need statehood to protect our rights and our people."
George ended by appealing not only to D.C. residents, but to people around the nation watching the city respond to Trump's deployment of federal troops: "We don't cower, we organize," she said. "This is not just D.C.'s fight, this is America's fight."
Minutes later, the sky opened up and the rain drove away whoever was left of the thousands that had marched that day.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Maryland mom accused of killing children is unfit for trial, lawyer says 
Catherine Hoggle is charged with two counts of murder. Physiatrists have said her paranoid schizophrenia renders her unfit to participate in court proceedings.

Catherine Hoggle, Jacob Hoggle and Sarah Hoggle ( and Montgomery County Police/Montgomery County Police)


By Dan Morse | 2025-09-06
Catherine Hoggle, the Maryland mother who was recently reindicted with murder counts linked to the disappearance of her two youngest children 11 years ago, remains mentally unfit to stand trial, her attorney said in court filings Friday, potentially upending prosecutors' hopes of finally bringing the case before a jury.
"There has been no change in her legal status relative to her competency to stand trial," attorney David Felsen wrote.
The filing is the latest twist in a Montgomery County case long defined by the tragedies of Jacob, 2, and Sarah, 3, who have never been found; the certainty by police, prosecutors and the children's father that Hoggle killed them; and repeated rulings by judges over the years that Hoggle's paranoid schizophrenia and other conditions rendered her too confused to fairly participate in court proceedings.
In the new filing, her attorney indicated that a recently-completed psychiatric evaluation of Hoggle, 38, will not alter the basic posture of the case.
Felsen declined to comment. A spokesperson for prosecutors at the Montgomery County State's Attorney's Office said that because the case is active, she would not comment beyond what is said in open court.

Troy Turner in the room of his daughter, Sarah Hoggle, at his family's apartment in 2014 in Clarksburg, Maryland. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Both parties in the case are scheduled to appear in court at 1:30 p.m. Monday to discuss the findings of the new evaluation. In such cases, while judges generally lean heavily on the opinions of doctors, they ultimately make the ruling of whether to deem someone mentally fit or unfit for trial.
If a person is ruled unfit -- either because they don't understand court proceedings or cannot adequately communicate with their lawyer -- medical professionals will attempt to restore the person to competency. For cases like Hoggle's, in which the charge is murder, the defendant is typically held at Clifton T. Perkins Hospital, a maximum security psychiatric facility in Jessup, Maryland, where Hoggle has spent much of the last 11 years.
Police and prosecutors have long asserted that on Sept. 7, 2014, when Hoggle was 27, she slipped off with Jacob, killed him and disposed of his body, and a short time later did the same with Sarah. She was first charged and held on neglect, abduction and other counts before being charged with murder in 2017. But after several more psychiatric evaluations describing her as mentally incompetent, her charges were dismissed in 2022 owing to Maryland rules that limit how long an incompetent person can be held under the criminal system without being tried. At the same time, Montgomery Circuit Judge James Bonifant ordered Hoggle to remain in a psychiatric hospital under Maryland's civil commitment procedures.

Surveillance image of Catherine Hoggle inside a Maryland office building, where police say she hid for a night in 2014 after her two youngest children were last seen. (Montgomery County Police Department)


In turn, Montgomery's top prosecutor, John McCarthy, vowed to charge Hoggle again if she were ever released from a hospital. "As long as I'm state's attorney," McCarthy said in 2022, "if she is ever deemed safe enough to be released, and gets out, I will recharge her with two counts of first-degree murder."
Hoggle stayed at Perkins until July, according to court records, when she was transferred to a halfway house on Maryland's Eastern Shore.
Police put her under surveillance, getting images of Hoggle walking around the community and shopping, McCarthy said. His office presented their case to the grand jury on July 31 and secured indictments for two counts of murder. Authorities then brought Hoggle to Montgomery County, where she was jailed on no-bond status.
"She seems substantially improved from where she was years ago, substantially," McCarthy said at the time.
Felsen pushed back during an Aug. 15 court hearing, saying that just because a person is not confined does not mean they have the mental wherewithal to fairly participate in a trial.
Also in court recently, McCarthy revealed a stunning piece of evidence dating to Sept. 8, 2014, when Hoggle was dropped off at a day treatment program in Gaithersburg. At the time, authorities assert, no one else knew the children had just been killed because Hoggle told family members that Jacob had spent the night at a sleepover and that she'd taken both him and Sarah to day care.
At the treatment center, McCarthy said, Hoggle and others participated in a drawing task that began with each receiving a piece of paper bearing an image of a trash can.
"There was an exercise of what things did you need to rid yourself of in order to relieve yourself of the tensions in your life," McCarthy said.
Hoggle drew images of three children and a minivan "going into a wastepaper basket," he said.
Felsen has argued in recent weeks that the previous court ruling on how long an incompetent person can be held should still apply. He reiterated that request in his filing on Friday, saying that Hoggle remained incompetent and should be released from jail.
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Washington Commanders
Commanders vs. Giants highlights: Four big moments from Washington's 21-6 win
Jayden Daniels and the Washington Commanders host the New York Giants in the teams' opener of the 2025 season.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Allen, Sam Fortier, Tom Schad, Adam Kilgore, Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-07
The Washington Commanders opened their season with a 21-6 win over the New York Giants at Northwest Stadium. Here are four key moments from the game.
Deebo Samuel helps seal a 1-0 start: Washington's offense struggled in the second half, totaling only two first downs and 49 yards on its first three possessions, all of which ended with punts. On the Commanders' fourth drive after halftime, they went 80 yards, with Samuel accounting for the last 19 on a touchdown run that all but sealed the win.
Facing first and 10 after Austin Ekeler's spinning 12-yard catch-and-run set up the Commanders just inside the red zone, Samuel lined up on the left side of the formation, motioned right and then stopped in the backfield. He pivoted as the ball was snapped, took the handoff from quarterback Jayden Daniels and ran back to his left, where a horde of blockers led the way to the end zone and a 21-6 lead. Samuel, who was acquired from the San Francisco 49ers in March, finished with a game-high seven catches for 77 yards. His touchdown came on his only rushing attempt.
Zach Ertz makes up for his early mistakes: Midway through the first quarter and two plays after Giants linebacker Micah McFadden was carted off the field with an injury, Daniels zipped a pass to Ertz for a seven-yard touchdown that gave Washington a 7-0 lead. Ertz's 54th career touchdown, which came with McFadden's replacement, Darius Muasau, defending the veteran tight end, capped an eight-play, 89-yard drive on the Commanders' second possession. Daniels completed all four of his passes for 67 yards on the march.
The touchdown offered a bit of redemption for Ertz, who committed a false start and then dropped a pass over the middle that would've moved the chains on the ensuing snap on Washington's first drive. Ertz had another drop on what would have been a difficult sliding catch in the second half, but he finished with three catches for 26 yards.
Jacory Croskey-Merritt finds the end zone: With Washington leading 7-3 and facing second and four from the Giants' 6-yard line midway through the second quarter, rookie running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt took a handoff from Daniels. The Giants had penetration up the middle, but Croskey-Merritt, a seventh-round pick who goes by Bill and garnered a lot of hype during the preseason, stuck his left foot in the ground and bounced to the outside before outrunning everyone to the end zone.
The Commanders overcame two sacks by Brian Burns and an offside penalty on Noah Brown that negated a 19-yard catch by the wide receiver on the 58-yard drive, which included a 11-yard run by Croskey-Merritt. The rookie finished with 10 carries for 82 yards, including a 42-yard burst that iced the game after the Giants turned the ball over on downs late in the fourth quarter.
Intentional grounding penalty keeps Giants close: A rare mistake by Daniels and some questionable clock management by the Commanders denied Washington an opportunity to add to its 14-3 lead before halftime. The Commanders used their final timeout with 28 seconds to play after a completion to Ekeler set up first down at the Giants' 13-yard line. Daniels threw incomplete on the ensuing snap before gaining nine yards on a run up the middle. With the clock running, Washington hustled to the line for the third-down play.
The Commanders got the snap off in plenty of time, but after finding no one open, Daniels threw the ball out of the back of the end zone. After conferring, officials threw a flag for intentional grounding, which resulted in an 10-second runoff that ended the half. The penalty, one of 12 by Washington on the day, ultimately didn't cost the Commanders a win.
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Washington Commanders
For years, Washington was an NFL dumpster fire. Now, it's a destination.
Why is there so much optimism around the Washington Commanders? "It's the attitude. It is the people. It's the space."

Commanders General Manager Adam Peters, left, and Coach Dan Quinn have overhauled the environment within the organization. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-07

"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true," said Von Miller, who joined the Commanders this offseason. "He's a player's coach." (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Any professional sports league amounts to a nationwide knitting circle. Players gossip. Did you hear how that one team makes its players travel? Do you know how that other team treats players' families? Have you heard about the food? The facilities? The parking lots? The chairs? The drinking fountain water's not cold over here. The shower water isn't hot over there. No element of a franchise is beyond inspection or dissection, praise or disdain.
"What's attractive about this place?" Von Miller asked, rhetorically, Thursday as he prepared for his 14th NFL season opener with his fourth NFL team, the Washington Commanders.
The answer, quite swiftly, could be summed up with: What's not?
"I think it's the culture," Miller said. "They got a great team. Great leadership. They've got a stud at quarterback. The defense is solid, too. It's a great place."
It's a great place. Think about that statement from someone who could have played elsewhere, from someone who chose Washington. It simultaneously makes complete sense and is somehow still stunning. And it's a reminder of so many important elements about things that were wrong for so long but seem right in the moment.
Josh Harris is not Daniel Snyder. Adam Peters is not Bruce Allen or Vinny Cerrato. Dan Quinn is not Ron Rivera or Jay Gruden or Jim Zorn. Jayden Daniels is not Sam Howell or Taylor Heinicke or Case Keenum or Rex Grossman. Similar sentences have been written before. It's worth repeating them over and over so we can remember what was and understand what is.
There is a levity to these Commanders as they enter their most promising season since ... 1992, the year after their last Super Bowl? Or maybe 1999, Snyder's first year -- before we knew how he would operate, before we knew who he was. The only other contender would be 2013, the year after Mike Shanahan and Robert Griffin III made a run to the playoffs. Even then, Griffin was returning from a scary injury in the postseason loss to Seattle. There were questions, so many questions.
These Commanders feel as if they have answers. That's because they won 12 regular season games and made a run to the NFC championship game. But it's because the place feels fundamentally overhauled, too. What a combination.
"Winning solves a lot of things," said running back Austin Ekeler, who spent seven years with the Los Angeles Chargers before he signed with Washington last season. "Culture solves a lot of things, too. Just kind of the reputation of culture, it has a big weight around the league."
So get to that gossipy circle. "A big weight around the league" is Ekeler's way of acknowledging that players know. And they talk. They know which executives and coaches and ownership groups treat players well. They know which franchises don't. That matters when calls go out to free agents. Harris and Peters and Quinn now have reputations -- and, at least in these still-early days, they're glowing.
"I'll really just say it starts with the leadership," said defensive end Deatrich Wise Jr., who signed a one-year deal to come to Washington after eight years in New England. "You heard what AP and DQ are doing to change the culture. Once they gave me that call, a lot of people started calling me and telling me who they were as people.
"And, really, when you hear someone talking about someone as a person first -- before what they do as an occupation -- it speaks volumes."
There are symbols of this transition that can't really be quantified. There are others that are absolutely tangible.
"I'm smiling, man," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said this week. McLaurin predates the new regime. He was drafted by Bruce Allen and Jay Gruden. McLaurin knows Snyder. He knows chaos. He knows how players used to be treated in Washington. He knows how they're treated now. And even after his since-resolved contract squabble dominated the training camp discourse, he was smiling because he had just emerged from the Commanders' brand spanking new locker room at their aging Ashburn headquarters.
There's no overstating the difference in vibes in the new room, which is part of the $120 million Harris and his partners have sunk into both the Loudoun County facility and Northwest Stadium in Maryland. The lockers in Ashburn are plush and comfortable. They have storage areas under the seat and in the armrests and above their heads. There are phone chargers. The nameplates look like billboards. They're almost mini-offices. For those of us who have been going into that space for more than a decade, it made heads spin.
Does that automatically translate into more wins? No. Does it make Washington a more desirable place to work? Absolutely.
"That really is from Josh first," Quinn said. "A championship environment, it's a lot of things. It's the attitude. It is the people. It's the space. And I think you're showing regard for the players in that sense."
Each year, the NFL Players Association surveys its membership about a range of issues important to players. The 2024 audit, which encompasses the last year of Rivera's tenure in Washington -- and before Harris really got to put his stamp on the operation -- was revelatory. The franchise received grades of F or F-minus in the treatment of families, locker room, training room, training staff and team trainer.
In last year's survey, while the locker room deservedly remained an F, treatment of families bumped to a B-plus, the training room a C-plus, the weight room a B-minus, the team trainer an A. Harris received an A, the eighth-best mark in the league. Quinn was the highest-rated coach, graded as an A-plus.
"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true," Miller said. "He's a player's coach."
For now, the rumors about the transformation in Washington are true. It's not a dumpster fire. It's a destination. The workplace environment, for so long, was nothing short of toxic. The players now think of it as something approaching utopian.
"Being able to look forward to coming into work is something that we appreciate here," Ekeler said. "And then putting some wins on top of that kind of makes it like a dream scenario."
Washington's NFL franchise, a dream scenario. This through-the-looking-glass evolution was documented during a renaissance 2024 season. It continues now.
Challenges lie ahead, more likely than not, but the change in both a franchise's perception and a franchise's substance are well underway. There's no telling what will happen in the coming season. There's certainty that the way it operates is fundamentally different -- and players both in the building and across the league have noticed.
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MLB
Davey Johnson was part of baseball's fabric. Put him in the Hall of Fame. 
As we remember the longtime manager, it's time to look at everything he did in the game and give him his deserved spot in Cooperstown.

Of the MLB managers who won more than 1,000 games after 1900, just six had a higher winning percentage than Davey Johnson. (Paul Benoit/AP)


By Thomas M. Boswell | 2025-09-07
Last month, 52 Hall of Famers gathered in Cooperstown for the induction of Ichiro Suzuki and four other great players into their honored group.
While there, I chatted with Jim Leyland, who had a career winning percentage as a manager of .506 with 1,769 wins and one World Series title. I rehashed old times with Joe Torre (.538) and nodded to Tony La Russa (.536). I wished that two of my favorite HOF managers, who died in recent years, had been there to swap tales -- Whitey Herzog (.532, 1,281 wins, one World Series title) and Tommy Lasorda (.526, 1,599 wins, two titles).
But I also thought: Where the heck is Davey Johnson? He tucks right in here.
At least, I told myself, he's probably golfing in Florida, and someday his old enemies -- everyone who had fired him or been jealous of him or been dissed or chewed out by him -- would lose influence. And then he would be in Cooperstown where he belongs.
I still hope that will be the case. But now, after Johnson died Friday at 82, it will have to be posthumous.
Perhaps I should have said, "Why the hell isn't Johnson here in the Hall of Fame?" in honor of Davey's vocabulary. Few in North America could out-cuss him, especially when he was righteously indignant because he thought he was right -- which was almost always.
But then the same could be said of Johnson's ability to manage a ballclub, bring modern analytics into MLB (maybe before anyone else) or tell fabulous funny stories that seemed to bind together everyone in baseball over the past century.
Johnson also ranked high as a scratch golfer, a licensed pilot, a scuba diving instructor, a wealthy real estate investor and the only manager -- so far -- with a college degree in math.
In one offseason, while still a four-time all-star second baseman, Johnson studied at Johns Hopkins University to learn how to use computers to input statistics to create a "maximized lineup" for his Baltimore Orioles. These days, every team does such. Johnson did it in 1969.
Then-Orioles manager "Earl [Weaver] threw it in the trash can," Johnson said.
Many appreciations of Johnson will focus on the anecdotes. I mined that gold for 30 years. Davey merits more. His case for Cooperstown is decisive, in my view.
Johnson won 1,372 games as a manager with a .562 winning percentage and a World Series title with the 1986 New York Mets. Of all the MLB managers who won more than 1,000 games after 1900, just six had a higher winning percentage. Just six. Of course, all six are in Cooperstown.
One of them, Billy Southworth, won just 1,044 games. Al Lopez won 1,410 games, a few more than Davey, with a superb .584 percentage, but he never won a World Series.
The other four men above Johnson -- Joe McCarthy of the New York Yankees, John McGraw of the New York Giants, Weaver of the Orioles and Fred Clarke of the Pittsburgh Pirates -- either inherited or built one consistent winner. Johnson managed four teams and had to resurrect each one before he could stack up fancy numbers.
The most compelling fact for Johnson may be "games over .500" because it combines high winning percentage with longevity.
Of managers after 1900, Davey is 13th in history in games over .500 with 301. All of the top 17 in this category are in the Hall of Fame already except Dave Roberts (still active) and Dusty Baker, who didn't retire until 2023 after he won his first ring a year earlier.
Baker should be a cinch Hall of Famer as soon as MLB wakes up and notices that Dusty, while healthy, is also 76. Baker is eighth in wins (2,183) with a .540 percentage that is ahead of Torre, La Russa, Herzog, Lasorda and Dick Williams.

Davey Johnson was never shy about sharing his opinions, inside or outside the lines. (Paul Sakuma/AP)


Johnson's 17 teams also had the second-best "average rank" in the standings at the end of the season of any manager with 1,000 wins -- an average finish of 1.9, just ahead of McCarthy and Weaver. Because leagues had different numbers of teams in various eras, that record has an asterisk. But it's still impressive.
The Hall of Fame gatekeepers, without admitting it, have shown some extra love for colorful characters, innovators, hell-raisers and spellbinding managers who held court telling tales that brought tears of laughter and wove generations together with borderline-unbelievable anecdotes. Davey was as colorful, innovative and combative as any manager of the past 50 years. And he had more of the best stories, most involving himself, than anyone.
The last time I talked to Davey was after Steve Dalkowski died a few years ago. Was Dalk, who never reached the major leagues, really the fastest pitcher who ever lived? Why call Davey? Because Johnson batted against Steve Carlton, "Sudden" Sam McDowell, Vida Blue, J.R. Richard, Nolan Ryan, Sandy Koufax, Don Drysdale, Tom Seaver, Goose Gossage, Dick "The Monster" Radatz and Bob Gibson.
He managed Stephen Strasburg and Dwight Gooden. He managed in the primes of Justin Verlander, Gerrit Cole and Max Scherzer. And he devised the all-right-handed Orioles lineup that beat Randy Johnson twice in the 1997 playoffs. Except for Walter Johnson, Rube Waddell and Bob Feller, Davey hit or saw everyone who might be considered the "fastest ever."
Johnson not only played with Dalkowski in the Orioles' minor league system but was there the day he blew up his arm on a throw to first base. Davey was always there. In the 1966 World Series, he got the last hit that Koufax ever allowed, and he made the last out of the 1969 World Series against the Mets, whom he would later manage to their only other title.
"Dalkowski threw harder than anybody I ever saw," Johnson said. "He even threw his slider 95 miles per hour. ...
"One day in the outfield, I said, 'You can throw a ball through that fence, can't you?'" Johnson recalled. "So he did. Right through those 1-by-6 boards."
My estimate, from 30 years of close observation, was that Davey stories were 99 percent true. The ball-through-the-fence tale may be in the 1 percent, along with Johnson's account of why he often carried a 2-iron when he walked the fairways of some of his favorite golf courses. It was to cut the head off snakes in mid-strike. He claimed he did it once. The trick, he said, is to catch 'em on the rise.
His young Washington Nationals players loved that one. With Davey, almost anything could be true. In 1973 in Atlanta, Johnson batted behind Hank Aaron because Davey was the guy with 43 homers who could offer protection. Two years later, playing in Japan, he batted behind Sadaharu Oh. Johnson was there the day each hit his 715th homer to pass Babe Ruth.
With the years, Johnson matured, going from party animal and grudge-holder with a chip on his shoulder to one of the game's wise old heads, though still with a chip on his shoulder.
Early in his career, famous fiery manager Leo Durocher was riding Johnson near the batting cage. In front of Durocher's team, Johnson said: "You're finished, Leo. You're all washed up."
"Of course, Leo had his pitcher drill me," Johnson said.
Johnson's career was almost ended in the minors by just such a macho hardball code. Davey was tearing up Class AA for Weaver's Elmira team when, one night, on an 0-2 pitch, an old veteran catcher for Birmingham called for a fastball up-and-in. A beanball? Back then, maybe. Johnson barely saw the pitch.
"Broke my nose and a couple of teeth. The ball went all the way back over the pitcher's head," Johnson said. Even after he was back in the lineup, Johnson recalled walking down the street with teammates when, suddenly, he ducked to avoid a flying ball that wasn't there. "Didn't you see it?"
In baseball, or at least the Davey Johnson world of baseball, everything seems connected. It's all one great novel, and along with plenty of irony, there might even be some "morals to the story," though the good guys don't always win.
Once, I interviewed Davey several times in spring training for a long feature story as he started 1996 as the Orioles' manager. He recounted his greatest moment: winning the 1986 World Series, aided, of course, by the famous Bill Buckner error in Game 6 that made possible a Mets triumph in Game 7.
The real goat of Game 6 may have been Boston manager John McNamara, who should have replaced an injured Buckner at first base with smooth-fielding Dave Stapleton. But McNamara said he wanted Buckner to experience the Series victory on the field because he had played through so much pain.
In wrapping up our last interview for the piece, I told Davey that I had forgotten to ask for a few details. For example, did he remember the name of the minor league catcher who called the pitch -- maybe a beanball -- that might have changed his career?
Davey got a strange look, as if he didn't know whether he should answer. But a grudge is a grudge, and karma is real.
"It was John McNamara," he said.

John McNamara and Davey Johnson had plenty of history. (Paul Sakuma/AP)
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NFL
How Jerry Jones's conviction cost the Cowboys their best player
The Cowboys completed the blockbuster trade after owner Jerry Jones complied with the request to stop negotiating a contract extension with Parsons but would not reengage with agent David Mulugheta.

Micah Parsons is set to play his first game with the Packers on Sunday. (Morry Gash/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-09-07
When star pass rusher Micah Parsons lines up to make his Green Bay Packers debut as soon as Sunday afternoon, the balance of power in the NFC may shift with his first pursuit of the Detroit Lions' Jared Goff or another quarterback. The Packers suddenly possess a defensive cornerstone to complement their franchise quarterback, Jordan Love, and it's not difficult to envision them reaching the conference's upper tier of Super Bowl contenders on equal footing with the Philadelphia Eagles, Lions and Washington Commanders.
Parsons, 26, is a top player at a premium position who's in his prime and is widely deemed deserving of his new contract that made him the NFL's highest-paid non-quarterback. He is, in theory, a player far too indispensable for the Dallas Cowboys ever to have considered trading.
But that, of course, is exactly what Cowboys owner Jerry Jones did 10 days ago, sending Parsons to the Packers for defensive lineman Kenny Clark and a pair of first-round draft picks. Those in and around the NFL continue to unpack how things ever reached that point.
It appears the blockbuster deal resulted from Jones's refusal to negotiate a potential contract extension with agent David Mulugheta, after negotiating with Parsons directly, and his unwillingness to take a hard-line, adversarial approach that would have kept Parsons with the Cowboys through the final year of his rookie contract and multiple seasons of being franchise-tagged.
"I'm still in disbelief about it," a top official with another NFC team said in recent days. "Obviously you never trade an elite quarterback if you have one. But generally I would put an elite pass rusher right after that."

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones believed he had negotiated an extension with Micah Parsons. (Tom Fox/The Dallas Morning News/AP) 


The Cowboys lost in Philadelphia in Thursday night's NFL season opener to the Eagles, the reigning Super Bowl champs. Quarterback Dak Prescott said afterward the team was not dwelling on Parsons's absence.
"I don't think that was in anyone's mind," Prescott said. "We're professionals. ... He's a hell of a pass rusher and probably would have made plays. But we're not going to live in that and don't care to."
Jones has said he believed he had the principal terms of a contract extension with Parsons in place following a conversation in March. Parsons has maintained there was no agreement and he directed Jones to negotiate with Mulugheta. Once Jones was directed to cease negotiating with Parsons, he complied with that. Jones has said that publicly and others familiar with the deliberations confirmed it in recent days.
"I did make Micah an offer," Jones said at his lengthy news conference on the day of the trade. "It wasn't acceptable. And I honored the fact that it wasn't done in the way that he wanted to do it through an agent."
But it was also clear that Jones, once he believed he had an agreement with Parsons, was not willing to rework the primary terms of that deal with Mulugheta.
"We've got this ... resolved, in my mind, for the Dallas Cowboys," Jones said recently, before the trade, on the YouTube channel of former Cowboys wide receiver Michael Irvin. "And we've got it done. And if the agent wants to finish up the details, which [he] should and do all the paperwork, he can do that and we're ready to go. But as far as the amount of money, the years, the guarantees, all of that, we've negotiated that."
The deal, according to Jones, would have included the most guaranteed money ever included in a contract for an NFL defensive player.
Mulugheta is among the NFL's most prominent agents, with a list of clients that also includes Love, C.J. Stroud, Justin Fields, Deshaun Watson, Jalen Ramsey and Derwin James.
"Micah and I talked," Jones told Irvin. "And then we were going to send it over to the agent. And we had our agreements on term, amount, guarantees, everything ... and the agent said don't bother because we've got all that to negotiate. Well, I'd already negotiated. I'd already moved off my mark on several areas. And so the issue very frankly is that we've had the negotiation in my mind and the agent is trying to get his nose in it right now and try to come in there and improve off the mark that we'd already set."
Jones and the Cowboys could have stood firm. The four-time Pro Bowl selection was entering the fifth-year option season of his original rookie deal with the Cowboys. He was set to make either $21.3 million or just over $24 million for the 2025 season, depending on whether he would have been categorized as a defensive end or a linebacker. That designation was the subject of a grievance, a person familiar with the matter confirmed. They could have told Parsons to play this season under the terms of his existing contract or not play at all. They had the franchise tag available to them for future offseasons to limit Parsons's mobility on the free agent market or take him off it entirely. That may have become cost-prohibitive after two tags. But Jones had mentioned before the trade that Parsons had three seasons left with the Cowboys.
"Playing hardball would not have been ideal," the official with another NFC team said. "But I probably would have gone that way before considering a trade."
Parsons's four-year deal with the Packers is worth $186 million, plus another $2 million in potential escalators. It includes $136 million in guaranteed money. The $47 million average annual value of Parsons's deal, including the escalators, surpassed the $41 million average of the three-year, $123 million contract extension that pass rusher T.J. Watt signed with the Pittsburgh Steelers as the highest among non-quarterbacks.
Two former NFL players who could be candidates to become executive director of the NFL Players Association, Matt Schaub and Darrelle Revis, have publicly raised the issue of whether the NFLPA should have filed a grievance over Jones's refusal to negotiate with Mulugheta. But any such plans would have been complicated by Jones's cessation of negotiations with Parsons when so directed by Parsons, the fact that he was not compelled to negotiate with Mulugheta about a player already under contract and, ultimately, by Parsons's lucrative deal with the Packers. Parsons suffered little to no financial harm.
Few teams have a payroll as top-heavy as that of the Packers, who signed Love in July 2024 to a four-year, $220 million contract extension. The Parsons trade came with risks for the Packers, with Parsons suffering from a joint sprain in his back that reportedly may require him to receive an injection if he plays Sunday. The Packers listed him as questionable on their injury report for their game against the Lions at Lambeau Field.
But he is a game changer on defense who amassed 52.5 sacks in his four seasons with the Cowboys. The franchise in the NFL's smallest market is making a major Super Bowl push under its new team president and chief executive, Ed Policy. The Packers made one of the best free agent signings in NFL history when they added Reggie White in 1993. Now they can hope they've made a signature trade.
Jones compared the deal, from the Cowboys' perspective, to the Herschel Walker trade in 1989 that yielded the king's ransom of draft choices to assist their rise to three Super Bowl titles in four years between the 1992 and '95 seasons. But they will be hard-pressed to build another dynasty if the Packers play well and the two first-round selections headed to the Cowboys in the trade fall later in the opening round.
Jones knows how to make money. CNBC just estimated the Cowboys' value at an NFL-leading $12.5 billion. And he knows how to spend it. He signed wide receiver CeeDee Lamb to a four-year, $136 million contract extension last summer. He made Prescott the NFL's highest-paid player with a four-year, $240 million deal struck on the day of last season's opening game. But the outcome was far different with Parsons.
"Honestly, I wish him the best ... [but] this is about this team," Prescott said early Friday morning in Philadelphia. "This is about the 2025 Dallas Cowboys."
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Sports Betting
NFL best bets for Week 1, plus picks for all 16 games
The Dolphins are a strong play against the Colts, while the Rams' offense could have a tough time scoring points.

(Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


By Neil Greenberg | 2025-09-07
The NFL is back, and Week 1 is the perfect reminder of a few simple betting guidelines:
	Lock in bets early before the market shifts
	Pay attention to key numbers like 3 and 7
	Lean on unders instead of rooting only for points
	Avoid parlays unless the sportsbook is paying you to play them via boosts or promos

Now, on to the action. The first week always brings more questions than answers, which makes it an intriguing spot for bettors. With fresh rosters, new coaches and plenty of offseason hype to sort through, the opening slate offers both uncertainty and opportunity.
Three games stand out to me on this week's card. Read on for my best bets of the week, plus picks for every game.
(Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.)
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Under 441/2 points (The pick is Texans +3, but it is not a best bet)
Matthew Stafford's back injury, which has limited his ability to practice during the lead-up to the season, raises concerns about the Rams' offense heading into Week 1. And some historical comparisons aren't promising.
In 2008, Matt Hasselbeck dealt with a bulging disc and played in Week 1 with reduced velocity, ranking 29th in expected points added per dropback, per data form TruMedia, before missing extended time. In 2014, Philip Rivers played through a bulging disc with injections, starting strong but collapsing statistically over the final month.
Stafford is expected to play against the Texans, but it's likely the Rams take precautions to protect Stafford's back. This could include a quick-passing, run-heavy approach with fewer deep dropbacks, resulting in fewer points scored. Add in the fact that Houston has a high-level defense, while breaking in several new starters on offense, and I'm counting on this one being a lower-scoring affair.
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Titans over 161/2 points (The pick is Broncos -81/2, but it is not a best bet)
Titans rookie quarterback Cam Ward faces a unique environment for his pro debut: Empower Field at Mile High. Data from NFLelo ranked Denver's home-field advantage as the highest in the league over the past season and the third-highest over the past five years. That's because the altitude, when you aren't used to it, can quickly sap stamina and affect performance late in the game, while the thin air alters ball flight and makes timing in the passing game more difficult to control.
However, Tennessee's team total feels low at 161/2 points. Since 2002, Denver has hosted 27 games in Weeks 1 or 2 and surrendered an average of 19 points per contest. The Broncos are expected to be good on defense, but the Titans have fortified their offensive line, and Ward showed promise in the preseason. I might even entertain this on the alt line if I can get over 201/2 at +210 or better.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Dolphins money line
Miami enters the season with a major question mark in its secondary, but a Colts offense led by quarterback Daniel Jones doesn't have the ability to exploit the weakness. And the Dolphins do have a strong pass rush, which could generate turnover opportunities in Jones's Indianapolis debut.
On the other side of the ball, Miami quarterback Tua Tagovailoa is healthy to start the year, and running back De'Von Achane is expected to play despite a lingering calf injury. With the spread essentially a pick 'em, Indianapolis's quarterback uncertainty makes the Dolphins the sharper side to win outright.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.

The Eagles and Cowboys kick off the 2025 NFL season, and beyond that there are plenty of interesting storylines around the league.


Thursday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Cowboys +81/2
(Note: Dallas covered the spread in a 24-20 loss.)
Friday, 8 p.m. | YouTube
Pick: Chargers +3
(Note: The Chargers won outright, 27-21.)
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Steelers -3
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Commanders -61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Browns +51/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Buccaneers -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Patriots -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Panthers +31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Cardinals -61/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: 49ers -11/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Packers -21/2
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick was Ravens +11/2; the line has since flipped to Baltimore -11/2
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ABC, ESPN
Pick: Vikings -11/2
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College Football
South Florida snatched joy from the Swamp to cap an extra-funky Saturday
The Bulls are 2-0 with both wins coming against ranked teams. Saturday's victory at Florida was another one to remember.

South Florida Coach Alex Golesh walked off the field victorious Saturday night. (James Gilbert/Getty Images)


By Chuck Culpepper | 2025-09-07

South Florida kicker Nico Gramatica celebrates his winning field goal against No. 13 Florida on Saturday. (John Raoux/AP)


As the big conferences with their power hunger keep aiming to dull college football into something more like everything else, we must revel more than ever in the funky triumphs of the lower castes.
Such funkiness, long the finest fabric of our oddest sport, had a whopper of a day Saturday but never more than with this: A coach born in Moscow -- and not the one in Idaho -- said nothing to a kicker of Argentine lineage as he prepared to cement a whopping team feat. The coach said that's partly because the kicker goes around talking to himself in Spanish anyway -- and the coach took "Spanish 2" in high school and got an A only through, he quipped, cheating.
What is this, the Olympics?
As South Florida wrung an 18-16 mirth from a swamp long full of scary beings -- that Swamp at No. 13 Florida -- it not only made the Bulls the fourth unranked team in the Associated Press poll era to open a season by beating two ranked teams (following North Carolina in 1976, East Carolina in 2008 and Oregon State in 2012). It also brought the utmost recognition yet to 41-year-old, third-year coach Alex Golesh, a thoughtful sort who decorated his postgame comments to reporters in Gainesville, Florida, with pauses and contemplation.
Long ago, among his many stops from high school coaching in Ohio to the collegiate level at Ohio State,  Northern Illinois,  Oklahoma State,  Toledo, Illinois, Iowa State, Central Florida, Tennessee  and now South Florida, Golesh said this to the Blade, regarding his birth and early childhood in Russia: "I remember playing in the snow, I remember cross-country skiing, I remember playing soccer, I remember first grade. Then I remember moving to New York and trying to learn English."
Among the 136 bios of the Football Bowl Subdivision head coaches rest American birthplaces such as Muleshoe, Texas; Waterloo, Iowa; Oconomowoc, Wisconsin; El Reno, Oklahoma.; Crozet, Virginia; Ozark, Alabama; New York; Miami; Los Angeles; and San Francisco. Only two of the 136 bring us the overwhelming beauty of the courageous act of immigration: Kalani Sitake, that longtime credit to his sport helming BYU, who started life in Tonga before his family moved to Hawaii and Utah, and Golesh, who started life in Moscow and wound up in high school in Dublin -- the one in Ohio.
Golesh would end up mastering the kind of football that includes serial pauses by design and uses a weird-looking ball that bounces unpredictably, and he would thrive all the way to a 16-12 record in three seasons so far at South Florida. It's a place where some damned-good coaches came through for three- or four-year stints and either thrived and left or tailed off and left by school decree, the previous one going 4-26. Golesh has his place among the semi-anonymous coaches of college football's Group of Five, the second tier of the first tier, who had themselves a rebellious day Saturday. Jeff Monken's Army went to Kansas State, got 41 carries from quarterback Cale Hellums (for 124 yards) and won, 24-21. Brian Smith's Ohio welcomed West Virginia, led 17-7 at halftime and held on to win, 17-10, with some serious grit. And Dan Mullen's UNLV welcomed UCLA, led 23-0 and held on, 30-23.
As these underlings crave the one morsel the College Football Playoff affords the Group of Five for its 12-team event, Golesh's team outpaces all such programs so far, starting off by ransacking No. 25 Boise State, 34-7, and then engaging a Florida presumed ascendant during a tussle of field goals. That tussle intensified to its nervous apex long after the stadium PA had played the traditional Tom Petty for the 89,909, all the way to 2:52 left and Florida ahead 16-15 and with the privilege of possession.
South Florida kicker Nico Gramatica had just missed a 58-yard field goal, as would almost the entire population. Florida had a first down at its 40-yard line. Here's Mac Harris, the listenable linebacker and graduate team leader from that funky hometown of geezers known as the Villages, speaking to reporters postgame: "That's probably my most proud moment of the game. Just throughout the history of our defense, these past three years, being a solid defense and then you're getting in some of those moments where you know we've got to get a stop right now, and us not being capable of getting that done. Tonight we proved to ourselves that we can do that. And we went out there and we looked at each other in that huddle before we walked out on the field, and we reminded each other of that feeling that we felt whenever we weren't able to accomplish that. So, you know, looking at everybody's eyes, we had all that belief -- not even belief, excuse me; we had all that expectation of everybody to go out there and do their one-eleventh."
(You can watch football for a long, long time and never think about the elemental importance of the fraction one-eleventh until a bright young soul with a bright big smile brings it forth.)
That defense helped Florida muster two yards on three plays, allowing South Florida to get going at its own 11-yard line with 2:25 left. It went 87 yards on eight plays with some help from the home side's penchant for penalties (11 for 103 all told), and the visiting Bulls got the mastery of senior quarterback Byrum Brown doing the steering. At one point he flipped a chip screen to Alvon Isaac, who gobbled up 29 yards and earned a primo compliment from Brown afterward.
"Dog," Brown said. "Dog."
"It was a cool, cool moment for us," Brown also said.

Byrum Brown looks for a receiver Saturday. (John Raoux/AP)


Eventually they played the next play and the next play until they reached the 2-yard line and a final play starring Gramatica, the son of former NFL kicker Martin Gramatica and the nephew of former NFL kicker Bill Gramatica. "He is really, really hard to talk to," Golesh told reporters. "He's the same way in practice. You can't talk to him. I sit there, blow the whistle and try to distract him in practice. And he talks to himself in Spanish. I don't know what he says."
Just as anyone with any taste whatsoever has just become a South Florida fan with stories such as that, Gramatica drilled the 20-yarder, and its coach soon said something that could double as advice for many a life.
"There's going to be so many more people that are going to tell [the players] how good they are, how good we are, how good I am," he told reporters. But: "When you're process-driven, you go right back to work and worry about Sunday, and you worry about Monday. And I know you [reporters] are sick of me saying that, but I truly believe that. I think when you buy into a process and you buy into working extremely hard at something without worrying about the end result, I think it allows you to have peace in your daily life."
Yes, the little guys, too, must practice their toiling humility, clear to their next good-grief stop -- Saturday at No. 5 Miami, where some Hurricanes will try to curb the funkiness.

The Bulls are 2-0 to start the season. (John Raoux/AP)
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WNBA
It's a long way from the Final Four for Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese
Year 2 in the WNBA hasn't gone according to plan for the two stars, for entirely different reasons.

Caitlin Clark was relegated to a cheerleading role in the Indiana Fever's game against the Phoenix Mercury this week. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


By Candace Buckner | 2025-09-06
INDIANAPOLIS -- Caitlin Clark stayed busy Friday night, a big night for the Indiana Fever. In more reserved times, she crossed her arms or fully wrapped herself in a hug while standing on the outskirts of the team's huddle. Then in more rowdy moments, as her teammates on the floor mopped up the Chicago Sky -- better known, according to Angel Reese, as the Women Who Better Not Be in Chicago Next Season -- she choreographed an over-the-top celebration with Aliyah Boston to signal Indiana's possession.
As her team inched closer to a playoff berth, Clark was standing, applauding and cheering. This was not what she wanted to be doing. Not at all what she, her team or the thousands of fans who turn Gainbridge Fieldhouse into a Caitlin-Con every home game expected for her second year in the WNBA.
On Thursday night, Clark's stop-and-start second professional season officially came to a crushing halt when she announced that she would not return to action this year following the right groin injury she suffered in mid-July.
Clark appeared in just 13 games. She endured a miserable shooting slump during that time. As her team fights for the playoffs, she has become the league's most photographed benchwarmer.
But at least Clark was allowed to show up to work Friday. Reese was not.
Reese served a one-game suspension issued by the WNBA for collecting her eighth technical foul of the season. And when she returns to the Sky, which has been eliminated from the playoffs since late August, Reese has to accept another punishment, this one from her own team.
On Tuesday, Reese offered strong opinions on what the team needs in the upcoming free agency period -- and hinted at her impatience.
"I'd like to be here for my career, but if things don't pan out, obviously I might have to move in a different direction and do what's best for me," Reese told the Chicago Tribune. "But while I am here, I'm going to try to stay open-minded about what I have here and maximize that as much as I can."

Angel Reese will sit out the first half of Sunday's game, a suspension handed down by the Sky after she aired her frustrations about the team's season. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


For that -- and for essentially calling out Tyler Marsh's coaching and labeling her team's roster as not good enough -- Reese will have to sit out the first half of the Sky's game Sunday at the Las Vegas Aces.
Days later, when the league's biggest draw announced that her season was over, Reese went on social media to celebrate her "NBA 2K26" video game cover -- roughly 40 minutes after her team suspended her.
Call this the Year 2 blues.
Ever since Clark and Reese entered the WNBA last year, they have helped push the league to wider audiences -- thanks in large part to their success while in the NCAA ranks as well as the moment in the 2023 national championship game that will forever connect them as rivals. If only the pros could feel like college again.
Despite becoming all-stars for the second straight season and achieving more off-court fame, Reese and Clark have spent their sophomore seasons as pros in various states of frustration.
Clark's body wouldn't heal.
"Obviously, I wouldn't speak for her, but the amount of work that she's put in to position herself to be able to play and then to have to ultimately make this decision, there's disappointment," Fever Coach Stephanie White said. "There's the obvious frustration that comes with not being healthy, really, for an entire season."
Reese's mouth kept her as a target -- from officials who dished out technicals and then from her own franchise, which delivered a half-game suspension for "statements detrimental to the team."
"The comments were the comments," Marsh said of Reese, who apologized to her teammates. "I think everybody had a chance to see it, and again, all the discussions that needed to be had were had, and we'll leave it there."
The Sky is 10-31 and heading nowhere, so no lies detected about the roster needing more help. Reese works hard every night; you can't lead the league with a 12.6-rebound average by being a slouch. So her frustration and bluntness over the direction of the team hold merit. Still, her statements sounded as if they were ripped from the disgruntled-star playbook and showed a lack of self-awareness from a second-year player who has a ways to go to improve her own skill set.
Regardless of whether this is the beginning of the end of Reese's time in Chicago, she remains a star. Her AR1 sneakers will debut this month. She won't be in the playoffs to wear them.
Neither will Clark. Even if her Fever advances to the postseason, she will remain on the sideline, probably wearing a similar formfitting black top and pants that flare out like the ones she wore Friday night. They say black is slimming, and Clark does appear noticeably more svelte following her four muscle-related injuries (two quadriceps and two groins) and not as sinewy as she did earlier this year. According to her coach, Clark's body might not be the only visible change.
"There's a hunger and a drive that comes with not having played and not wanting to do that again," White said. "So what does that look like from a training perspective? What does that look like from a mentality perspective, from a preparation perspective?"
While the league can survive September without its two biggest celebrities, Year 2 has felt like watching a spruced-up sports car stall on the side of the road. All that momentum from Clark's and Reese's rookie seasons, which powered the league to record ratings and mainstream attention (albeit sometimes cluttered by racist and misogynistic conversations), will have to wait until next spring. By then, hopefully the frustrations of the sophomore year will be in the rearview mirror.
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College Football
College football winners and losers: Florida spits the bit in upset
The Gators are stunned by upstart South Florida in a game that included an ugly spitting incident late in the fourth quarter.

(James Gilbert/Getty Images)


By Patrick Stevens | 2025-09-07
Another jam-packed Saturday of college football is in the books. Here are some of the most notable winners and losers:
The first weekend in September is way too early to anoint a favorite for an automatic playoff berth that is assured to (at least) one team outside of the four power conferences. However, South Florida is making it hard to remain so cautious.
A week after the Bulls blitzed Boise State to open the season, South Florida picked off No. 13 Florida, 18-16, in the Swamp on Saturday to move to 2-0. It's the first time the Bulls have beaten the Gators in four tries.
Next up is a trip to No. 5 Miami after Nico Gramatica's 20-yard game-winning field goal as time expired. (And, yes, he is the son of former Tampa Bay Buccaneers kicker Martin Gramatica.)
South Florida had gone through nine years and three coaching changes between victories over ranked teams before it picked off Boise State, 34-7. Then it needed just nine days to collect another one. If nothing else, beating the Gators will give Coach Alex Golesh's team some hard-to-get attention, even if that won't guarantee a title in the American Conference come December.
Of course, the result in Gainesville also generates a different kind of attention for Florida and fourth-year coach Billy Napier, who did an admirable job of navigating a rough start last season and getting the Gators to 8-5 by year's end. And fortunately for Napier, there are opportunities the next two weeks (at No. 3 LSU and at No. 5 Miami) for Florida to regain some of the mojo it enjoyed at the end of last season.
But this is the fourth consecutive year Florida has lost one of its first two games, and three of those defeats have come at home. This one also featured an ugly episode in the final minutes when defensive lineman Brendan Bett was ejected for spitting on an opponent.
The question isn't whether Napier can coach (his time at Louisiana Lafayette and his work holding things together last season illustrate he can); rather, it's a matter of how many Florida fans believe he is capable of delivering a truly special season when the Gators keep taking early L's.

Oregon piled it on against Oklahoma State. (Ali Gradischer/Getty Images)


For fun, here is the full list of teams the Ducks have beaten by 66 points or more, in chronological order: Portland (by 95 in 1898), Pacific (by 70 in 1902), Puget Sound (by 115 in 1910), Willamette (by 97 in 1916), New Mexico (by 72 in 2010), Portland State (by 69 in 2010), Nevada (by 71 in 2019) and Portland State again (by 73 in 2023).
Go ahead and add Oklahoma State.
No. 6 Oregon clobbered the Cowboys, 69-3, in a game that arguably could have been worse, seeing as how the Ducks didn't score in the fourth quarter. Coach Dan Lanning's bunch surpassed 300 yards rushing and passing, and it had a pair of interception returns for touchdowns in the third quarter. Oregon averaged a first down per snap, notching 10.2 yards per play. It also had more points than plays run (62).
Sure seems like a team ready to start crisscrossing the country again for conference games -- which the Ducks will do next week when they visit Northwestern for their Big Ten opener.
First, a dose of perspective on the Cowboys' loss at Oregon. It was the second-most-lopsided defeat in program history, behind only a 67-0 loss at Oklahoma on Nov. 9, 1907 -- a week before Oklahoma was admitted into the union as the 46th state.
But that's just digging up old history. The game that is much more convenient (and appropriate) to point to was Oklahoma State's previous road trip before Saturday. That was a 52-0 loss at Colorado to close last year's abysmal 3-9 run, a blowout that was "just" the Cowboys' most one-sided defeat in 24 years.
What's so remarkable about Oklahoma State's nosedive over nearly a calendar year -- it is 1-10 since its 3-0 start last season, with just a victory over Tennessee Martin of the Football Championship Subdivision last week -- is how the Cowboys had chugged along with 18 consecutive winning seasons under Coach Mike Gundy before the trolley left the tracks.
A lot of times, an entrenched coach presides over a gradual decline. It's the sort of thing that frustrates fans who demand their team meet the same standard as the past but isn't so jarring that the coach can't convince himself (and others) that he can recapture the magic. (Think Frank Beamer at Virginia Tech as an ideal example of this archetype.)
Gundy is two years removed from leading Oklahoma State to the Big 12 title game and going 10-4. And while the Cowboys shouldn't have been expected to beat Oregon, keeping the Ducks within five or six touchdowns probably wasn't an outlandish ask.
It's another 13 days before Oklahoma State plays again, and its Sept. 19 date at home against Tulsa should be quite interesting. After all, no one alive has ever seen how the Cowboys respond to a 66-point loss.
After going 6-7 last year in its first season in the SEC, Oklahoma was a team that probably valued an early return on its offseason investment. It got it with a 24-13 victory over Michigan.
The No. 18 Sooners needed a good outing from Washington State transfer quarterback John Mateer. They got it when he threw for 270 yards, a touchdown and an interception while also amassing 74 yards and two scores on the ground.
They really could have used a strong defensive showing, and they basically got it. No. 15 Michigan averaged 5.1 yards per snap but managed just 288 yards and was 3 for 14 on third down.
The Sooners scored on their first possession and never played a down on defense without at least a seven-point lead. It's far too soon to know whether Michigan is going to be a serious playoff threat, but that shouldn't matter at this point to Oklahoma. Coach Brent Venables's team beat a brand-name program and largely controlled things while doing so. For right now, it's plenty good enough.
Ultimately, the Sun Devils owe their 24-20 loss at Mississippi State to a sluggish first half. The Bulldogs scored the first 17 points, and No. 12 Arizona State managed only 95 yards before halftime.
Of course, Arizona State also controlled almost the entire second half, finally taking a 20-17 lead with an 18-yard field goal to cap a 17-play, 95-yard drive that drained 8:54 off the clock. The Sun Devils even got Mississippi State into third and long with 39 seconds to go.
Then this happened, a defensive breakdown that made Brenen Thompson's 58-yard touchdown catch from Blake Shapen a whole lot easier than it should have been.
One play can change a lot. Mississippi State, which went 2-10 in a train wreck of a season last year, has to feel quite a bit better about its trajectory after defeating a ranked nonconference opponent at home for the first time since 1991. And Arizona State managed to see a dominant 29 minutes get wiped away with one blown coverage.
The Bears haven't always been competitive over the past 31/2 decades. Some of those seasons -- especially in the early days of the Big 12 -- were incredibly bleak.
But Baylor has never lost to post-death-penalty SMU. And it still hasn't after Saturday's 48-45 double-overtime victory over the No. 17 Mustangs in Dallas.
Connor Hawkins's 27-yard field goal ended things for the Bears, who bounced back from a home loss to Auburn to pick off a victory over a 2024 playoff team. It was Baylor's 14th consecutive win in the series.
The schools famously were part of the wild Southwest Conference for decades, and it was in 1986 -- when the league was nearly a decade from meeting its extinction -- that SMU last beat the Bears. The NCAA meted out punishment that shut down the Mustangs' program for two seasons, and Baylor won seven consecutive games in the rivalry before the SWC disintegrated after the 1995 season.
They have seen each other from time to time -- 2003, 2005, 2012 and 2014-16 -- but only once since the 1980s when both teams were coming off winning seasons. And even that was a bit of a downer; the 2012 meeting was Baylor's first game following the departure of Heisman winner Robert Griffin III.
SMU's climb back to playing in a power conference lent a little extra to this matchup. Combined with Baylor erasing a 14-point deficit in the final six minutes of regulation, it should give the Bears at least a little bit of a bounce with a Big 12 opener against Arizona State looming in two weeks.
The Golden Gophers' 66-0 margin over Northwestern State -- an FCS team just nine days removed from snapping a 20-game skid -- doesn't entirely cover the demolition uncorked in Minneapolis.
Minnesota scored six seconds into the game when John Nestor returned an interception 29 yards for a touchdown. The Gophers scored 35 points in the first quarter, their most in any quarter since at least 1973. The Demons mustered just 42 yards of offense, and the game was mercifully halted with 6:15 to go and lousy weather in the area.
The final result was Minnesota's most lopsided victory in 99 years. An 81-0 victory over Butler in 1926 was the only other time since the end of World War I that the Gophers won by at least 66.

Florida State scored early and often against East Texas A&M. (Melina Myers/Imagn Images)


Not to be outdone, the No. 14 Seminoles made some edits to their record book, scoring touchdowns on 11 of their 12 possessions in a 77-3 rout of East Texas A&M.
Florida State tied for its second-largest output ever, trailing only the 80 it dropped on Idaho during its 2013 national title season. And the 74-point margin was the Seminoles' largest against a college opponent; they defeated Whiting Field (a team representing a naval air station near Pensacola), 74-0, to open the 1949 season.
It appears the Hawkeyes of 2025 will offer an encore presentation of the heartland classic, "Can Iowa limit its foes to single digits?" It didn't Saturday and wound up with a 16-13 loss at No. 16 Iowa State.
The Hawkeyes did the things they often do: play good defense, convert a takeaway into points (in this case, a muffed punt into a field goal) and hang around long enough to at least have some chance of winning. In fact, it took Kyle Konrardy's 54-yard field goal with 1:52 remaining to put the Cyclones ahead for good.
Iowa also didn't do things it often doesn't do, namely offer much of a threat in the passing game. The Hawkeyes have completed 22 of 40 passes for 131 yards with one touchdown and one interception -- over two contests. Their longest reception so far is for 22 yards.
Coach Kirk Ferentz keeps finding ways to churn out eight or more victories; Iowa has done it in nine consecutive full seasons, and considering it was 6-2 in 2020, it probably would have done so that year, too. If anyone is staving off the difficulties of adopting a defense-first, defense-second and defense-third approach, it's the longest-tenured FBS head coach.
Nonetheless, it isn't an easy feat. And if Iowa can't generate a semblance of a passing game, it's going to be even more challenging.
It's hard to say whether much was really ascertained from the No. 20 Rebels' 30-23 victory at Kentucky, with a chunk of that ambiguity due to longtime starter Jaxson Dart moving on to the NFL and former understudy Austin Simmons getting some on-the-job training. It's bound to be a little bumpier than last year, when Mississippi went 10-3 and never lost by more than seven points.
But there is clarity on a couple of fronts. From the Rebels' perspective, it is better to beat Kentucky than to lose to the Wildcats, which Mississippi did last season after a 4-0 start. And stashing away a conference road victory is definitely a good thing, especially when the other three trips are against a pair of plausible playoff contenders (Georgia and Oklahoma) and an in-state rival (Mississippi State).
The Rebels had offensive balance, and they were more than content to let Missouri transfer Kewan Lacy take 28 carries for 138 yards and a touchdown. (In the past 13 seasons, only one other Mississippi running back has had 28 rushing attempts in a game, according to Stathead. Quinshon Judkins did it four times between 2022 and 2023, and quarterback Matt Corral did it once in 2021.)
Defensively, Mississippi did its job; it would have done it even better had a pair of Simmons interceptions not set up short fields for the Wildcats and led to 10 points.
Coach Lane Kiffin's bunch didn't generate a ton of style points, but winning was all that mattered. With a tricky four-game homestand (Arkansas, Tulane, LSU and Washington State) set to start next week, simply escaping Lexington without a loss is what counted most.
The Bears needed just two games to pick up their first victory as an FBS program, a 21-20 triumph at Marshall.
The Conference USA program -- coming off an 8-4 season at the FCS level -- scored the final 14 points, including Jeron Askren's eight-yard touchdown catch from Jacob Clark with 2:12 to go.
That could generate a bit more buzz for Missouri State as it heads into its first home game as an FBS program next Saturday when SMU pays a visit.

Vanderbilt dominated Virginia Tech during the second half of a 44-20 victory. (Robert Simmons/AP)


Someone with an optimistic outlook could have looked at the Hokies' 24-11 loss to South Carolina in Atlanta last Sunday and decided there wasn't that much of a difference. The Gamecocks scored their two touchdowns on a punt return and a 64-yard bomb in the fourth quarter. That optimistic fellow may not have been right, but it wasn't a ridiculous posture to take.
There will be no such sanitizing Virginia Tech's second-half humiliation in a 44-20 loss to Vanderbilt on Saturday in Blacksburg.
Consider the Commodores' drive chart from the final two quarters: touchdown, touchdown, touchdown, touchdown, touchdown, end of game. In all, it was 38 plays for 321 yards, resulting in 34 points.
And now Virginia Tech's second-half performance: punt, punt, punt, turnover on downs, fumble. That's 17 plays for 21 yards and no points.
That's an incredible reversal from the Hokies' 20-10 halftime lead. The loss is a problem, but it's not a damning one; the complete lack of competitiveness in the final 30 minutes -- at home, no less -- is.
Virginia Tech has tried to achieve some escape velocity from finishing somewhere other than a game above or below .500; eight of the Hokies' past 13 seasons have landed in that narrow range of outcomes. At 0-2 already, they'll be fortunate to get there in 2025.
It's funny how history has a way of echoing at times. Back in 2001, Rich Rodriguez was in his first season of what turned out to be his first stint at West Virginia. In his second game with the Mountaineers, they polished off Ohio, 20-3. It was one of the few good days in a 3-8 season.
Of course, Ohio has its own echoes. Back in 2001, it was in its first year under coach Brian Knorr, its defensive coordinator who was promoted when Jim Grobe left for Wake Forest. This year, former offensive coordinator Brian Smith is in his first full season after coaching the Cure Bowl last year when Tim Albin departed for Charlotte.
The teams didn't play again until Saturday, the second game of Rodriguez's second tenure in Morgantown. Only this time, the game was at Ohio. And this time, the Bobcats slugged out a 17-10 victory.
Ohio used a pair of touchdowns late in the first half to establish a lead it never relinquished. With the help of a veteran quarterback (Parker Navarro), the Bobcats held a better than 2-to-1 time-of-possession advantage for the game and allowed just 120 yards in the second half.
This also shouldn't come as a surprise. Ohio is coming off three consecutive 10-win seasons, and it put a fright into Rutgers in its opener. The Bobcats rightfully celebrated their first victory over West Virginia since 1949, but the result was hardly out of the ordinary.
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Soccer
Christian Pulisic's return can't save USMNT from loss to South Korea
American star's first game for his country in five months is another bad result for the United States as it looks toward the World Cup.

Christian Pulisic wore a U.S. jersey for the first time in five months, but his return did not help push the Americans to a victory Saturday. (Mike Stobe/Getty Images)


By Thomas Floyd | 2025-09-07
HARRISON, N.J. -- Christian Pulisic was still a teenager when it became clear that, barring an injury or an unthinkable career collapse, he would be the face of American soccer for the 2026 World Cup on home soil. But considering Pulisic has spearheaded the U.S. men's national team for nearly a decade and the now-26-year-old was always going to arrive at that generational spotlight in his prime, such pressure was inevitable.
So the idea of Pulisic being on the outs with the U.S. squad nine months before the North America-hosted World Cup should seem unfathomable. Not with Pulisic fit and healthy and lighting up Serie A for Italian power AC Milan. But after his decision to sit out the Concacaf Gold Cup and rest earlier this summer drew scrutiny -- from U.S. Coach Mauricio Pochettino, from fans, from Landon Donovan and other ex-national team stars -- and questions around his status swirled all the same.
Pulisic wore a U.S. jersey for the first time in five months Saturday night when the Americans faced South Korea in a friendly at Sports Illustrated Stadium. No more than a few minutes passed without Pulisic making his presence known as he glided around defenders, clipped passes down the flank and kick-started promising combinations. But as those Pulisic-fueled sparks petered out and South Korea rolled to a 2-0 win on first-half strikes by Son Heung-min and Lee Dong-gyeong, the scale of the task he and his U.S. teammates face came into focus.
"I think we were better than South Korea," said Pochettino, whose team controlled 54 percent of the possession and outshot its opponent 17-5. "But if you are not clinical in your own area and in the opposite box, it's difficult."

South Korea's Son Heung-min, left, is tackled by the United States' Max Arfsten. (Andres Kudacki/AP)


When a Pulisic-less squad slumped to friendly defeats to Turkey and Switzerland in June, it was easy enough to write off the results. The run by a largely second-string U.S. team to July's Gold Cup final instilled tepid optimism. Saturday's loss at the hands of South Korea, however, was a sobering reminder that reinforcements such as Pulisic, Tim Weah and Sergino Dest aren't necessarily enough to get the Americans back on track.
South Korea's Son -- the longtime Tottenham star who recently signed with Los Angeles FC of MLS -- had no trouble making a difference. His 18th-minute opener came after the forward split U.S. center backs Tristan Blackmon and Tim Ream, latched onto Lee Jae-sung's through ball and steering an angled shot past goalkeeper Matt Freese. In the 43rd, Lee Jae-sung and Son executed a give-and-go around Ream, Freese clobbered Son, and Lee Dong-gyeong flicked in a cheeky strike before the referee could award a penalty kick.
"It felt like the United States' players were struggling a little bit," South Korea Coach Hong Myung-bo said through an interpreter. "It could be because of the matches on their clubs or because of the travel."
Saturday was Pulisic's first national team appearance since March, when he captained the Americans to a pair of Concacaf Nations League defeats. Ream wore the armband for the United States against South Korea as Pochettino picked a lineup that blended Gold Cup holdovers (Freese, Ream, Max Arfsten, Tyler Adams, Sebastian Berhalter and Diego Luna) with returning regulars (Pulisic, Weah, Dest and Josh Sargent) and one international debutant (Blackmon). The match carried particular significance for Dest, the maverick right back who hadn't played for the national team in 17 months because of a torn ACL.
Although Pulisic didn't address the media before or after the game, his presence remained a talking point throughout the week. "He definitely has a fire in his belly," defender Chris Richards said Friday morning. "I think there's been a lot of speculation of this or that, but he's here ready to play and ready to score." Encapsulating Pulisic's presence in training, Freese added: "It's a humble and a quiet confidence. But when you're on the field with him, you can tell what he has."
When Weah was asked whether he had any regrets about calling some of Pulisic's critics "evil" on a Paramount+ docuseries, the winger doubled down. "Hundred percent don't regret anything I said," Weah responded. "But I'm fully focused on the positives. Now, I'm leaving all that negative energy out the window." And Pochettino expressed a similar sentiment Friday. "For me, it's in the past," he said. "When you are intelligent people, you want to move on and do the right things. ... Of course, he's an important player for us."
During pregame introductions, Pulisic's name drew the warmest ovation from the sellout crowd of 26,500 -- among U.S. players, at least, on a day the local Korean population turned out in droves. Seven minutes in, Pulisic couldn't pick out Sargent after the duo combined with Dest for a slick movement. In the 27th, Weah's stabbed shot was denied by Jo Hyeon-woo after Pulisic navigated tight space to slip him in. Pulisic eventually swapped spots with Luna, drifting inside and dropping deep to find the ball.
After halftime, his acceleration forced a pair of enticing free kicks -- the second of which he curled high and wide. Pulisic repeatedly revved up the crowd with bursts down the middle, then sprayed the ball to a teammate and watched the chance fizzle out. In second-half stoppage time, he helped tee up substitute Folarin Balogun for a trio of point-blank efforts that he couldn't sneak past Jo, dooming the Americans to another underwhelming tuneup as the World Cup creeps closer.
"Everybody knows Pulisic is obviously a top, top player," Balogun said. "His quality is definitely something that we're going to need at all points during these tough games."

Pulisic is sent sprawling during the friendly in New Jersey. (Mike Stobe/Getty Images)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/09/06/usmnt-south-korea-christian-pulisic/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Tennis
Power play: Aryna Sabalenka claims her second straight U.S. Open title
The 27-year-old Belarusian, ranked No. 1 in the world, wins her fourth Grand Slam title by beating American Amanda Anisimova in New York.

Aryna Sabalenka became the first woman since Serena Williams from 2012 to 2014 to win consecutive U.S. Open titles. (Mike Frey/Imagn Images)


By Ava Wallace | 2025-09-07
NEW YORK -- Aryna Sabalenka, long on big-match experience but short on Grand Slam titles for most of 2025, reversed the pattern in a demolition derby disguised as a U.S. Open final Saturday. A match between two players who can whack the fuzz off a tennis ball often comes down to control, and the world No. 1 had it -- over her emotions and over her racket. She played the cleaner match to beat Amanda Anisimova, 6-3, 7-6 (6-3), in 1 hour 34 minutes for her second straight U.S. Open title and fourth major tournament title overall.
She has won them all on hard courts, same as Naomi Osaka, with whom Sabalenka now shares third place on the active Grand Slam-winners list. Only Venus Williams (seven) and Iga Swiatek (six) have more.
The 27-year-old from Belarus earned a separate distinction Saturday, though -- she is the first woman since Serena Williams won three straight from 2012 to 2014 to win consecutive U.S. Open titles.
The trophy -- and record winning payout for a major tournament of $5 million -- was a fitting end for a stellar year from the top-ranked player that had been missing just one thing: She had lost the Australian Open final, the French Open final and a Wimbledon semifinal, all against Americans.
No surprise for someone so expressive on court, Sabalenka is not one to underplay such a meaningful achievement. She showed up for her usual post-win news conference sporting Moet-branded ski goggles and a carrying a magnum bottle of champagne.
"Hello, everybody," she said, "it's going to be a fun media!"
No wonder she was cutting loose. Sabalenka said this Grand Slam title felt different from her previous three because of the emotional strides she had to make to claim it.
After losing the Australian Open to Madison Keys, she figured the best way to move on from a loss was to forget it. A repeat performance in which she lost her cool in the French Open final against Coco Gauff convinced her there was a better path, one that involved taking a hard look at the matches and gleaning what she could. She spent a summer vacation reading a book "about the way the brain works" and decided she had to draw a line.
"I was just thinking that, why would I let my emotions to take control over me in those two finals? It felt like I thought that, okay, if I made it to the final, it means that I'm going to win it, you know, and I sort of didn't expect players to come out there and to fight," Sabalenka said. "You know, I thought that everything going to go easily my way, which was completely wrong mindset. Going into this final, I decided for myself that I'm going to control my emotions."
That was one side of the net taken care of. But Sabalenka had to battle a familiar foe to claim the trophy, not just her emotions.
Anisimova became one of the stories of the summer by reaching back-to-back Grand Slam finals, the first of which was a dreamlike run to the Wimbledon final that ended in a nightmarish 6-0, 6-0 loss to Swiatek. She defeated Sabalenka during that sprint, pulling off the upset in a semifinal match that contained a bit of bite. Sabalenka complained to a chair umpire during the match about Anisimova celebrating a point before it was over, which prompted Anisimova to point out Sabalenka's customary loud grunting during matches, which provided some ammo for Sabalenka, who is generally not lacking for ammo as is.
"I was grateful that she actually said that because I was, like, it's actually help me to keep fighting," Sabalenka said at the time. "I'm like, 'Okay, now I'm going to show you the tennis.'"
Sabalenka did, in fact, show Anisimova the tennis Saturday -- but not the go-for-broke, jet-fueled kind she employed in her dramatic, three-set semifinal win over another American, Jessica Pegula, on Thursday.
With her goal to stay calm guiding her actions, Sabalenka vowed to be the steadier competitor, play to her strengths and let experience help her outlast her 24-year-old opponent.
That meant absorbing Anisimova's incredible power. At times, Anisimova's groundstrokes so bowed Sabalenka that the Belarusian returned shots nearly from her knees, lunging and crouching almost as if she was bracing herself so she wouldn't be knocked over.
"She plays really aggressive tennis, and I think that at Wimbledon I was overthinking. I was doubting my decisions, and I was stopping my arms a lot, and I was making a lot of mistakes. If not mistake, that I would just slow down the speed, and then she would just step in and go for her winners," Sabalenka said. "... [Today] I was just trying to stay as low as possible, and I was just trying to, you know, put that speed, that pressure back on her and see how she can handle it."

Aryna Sabalenka had lost to an American in all three previous Grand Slam events this year before she beat Amanda Anisimova on Saturday. (Clive Brunskill/Getty Images)


Anisimova showed her competitive mettle -- and got the home crowd thundering with support -- when she fought back from 3-5 down to force a second-set tiebreaker -- yet there, Sabalenka is right at home. She has a 21-1 record in tiebreakers this season. Against Anisimova, she won her 19th straight, cruising through six straight points to make it 6-1 before finally sealing the match three points later with a 117-mph serve Anisimova returned way out.
The result of Sabalenka's sturdiness? Just 13 winners to 15 unforced errors, the lowest of both marks she has recorded in her six matches at the U.S. Open -- she earned a walkover in the quarterfinals when former Wimbledon champion Marketa Vondrousova withdrew shortly before the match because of injury.
Anisimova's game was riskier Saturday: She hit 22 winners to 29 unforced errors. In the first set, the players were even further apart -- Sabalenka had four unforced errors to Anisimova's 15.
The American made it a goal to compete without fear in her heart this tournament, but she seemed frayed by nerves Saturday. She hit seven double faults and struggled with her serve in critical moments, rattled by the different lighting at Arthur Ashe Stadium when the roof is closed during the daytime. The final took place during a thunderstorm, and Anisimova hadn't played a day match under those conditions. She said she just saw white when she tossed the ball to serve.

Amanda Anisimova of the United States lost her second Grand Slam final this season when she fell at the U.S. Open on Saturday. (Jeenah Moon/Reuters)


"There was no way of adjusting, because I could not see the ball when I was serving, and that was a huge shock to my system," Anisimova said. "... Of course, now I know that, and it's something I can bring into other tournaments or when I have to experience that again. But it was extremely frustrating for me."
She had emerged on court for her second straight Grand Slam final to a perhaps surprisingly partisan crowd that was, more than anything, excited to see some fireworks. The thunderstorm was the perfect setting for power player vs. power player, with each cracking groundstroke amplified.
Fans broke into applause the moment Anisimova appeared on screen before she walked out -- they did so again at the mention of her New Jersey hometown -- but supported Sabalenka, their defending champion, whom they have gotten to know over her three consecutive U.S. Open finals, just as much at the beginning.
Only after a nervy first set during which Anisimova's serve faltered time and again did they get behind the American with gusto. But even a roaring crowd couldn't shake Sabalenka. She was better prepared for the peaks and valleys of a Grand Slam final this time, on her third try this year.
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Nationals
Davey Johnson, swashbuckling manager who sparked the Mets and Nats, dies at 82
Johnson led the Nationals to the playoffs for the first time. He also guided the Mets to the World Series title in 1986 and was a standout player with the Orioles.




By Adam Kilgore | 2025-09-07

Davey Johnson managed the Nationals from 2011 to 2013. (Susan Walsh/AP)


Davey Johnson, the swashbuckling manager who led the New York Mets to the World Series title in 1986 and shepherded the Washington Nationals into contention in his final major league stop, died Friday after a long illness, the Mets confirmed Saturday. Mr. Johnson was 82. He is survived by his wife, Susan.
Managing 17 seasons for five franchises over a 30-year span, Mr. Johnson compiled 1,372 victories with a .562 winning percentage. He was an early innovator of analytical strategies in the 1980s and 1990s, arriving through intuition at tactics that baseball's statistical revolution would make commonplace a generation later. He left his biggest mark on the game through his audacious attitude and ability to instill indomitable confidence in teams through his personal touch with players.
"Davey was a tough guy with a caring heart," former Nationals general manager Mike Rizzo said Saturday in a text message. "One of the great baseball minds of all-time. A forward thinker with an old-school soul."
Mr. Johnson, who was born Jan. 30, 1943, in Orlando, lived a full baseball life. He played 13 major league seasons and made four all-star teams, becoming teammates with Hall of Famers Brooks Robinson, Jim Palmer and Hank Aaron, among others. He became a stalwart second baseman for Earl Weaver's Baltimore Orioles in the late 1960s before a trade sent him to Atlanta. He hit 43 home runs for the Braves in 1973, a record for second basemen that lasted until 2021. He spent two seasons in Japan before finishing his playing career.
In 1984, at 41, Mr. Johnson entered the role that would define him. The Mets hired him as their manager, entrusting him to bring together a wicked collection of talent. Mr. Johnson did so through bravado. "Not only will we win this year," longtime Mets public relations head Jay Horwitz recalled Mr. Johnson telling the team during spring training in 1986, "but we will dominate." Mr. Johnson allowed a wide array of personalities to flourish. His team won 108 games on the way to a seven-game World Series triumph over the Boston Red Sox, which MLB on Saturday called "one of the most classic World Series in MLB history."
"Davey Johnson was the greatest manager I ever played for," Darryl Strawberry, the slugging star of the 1986 champions, said in a statement released by the Mets. "He let us do our own thing."
Mr. Johnson managed the Cincinnati Reds, Orioles and Los Angeles Dodgers in the 1990s, leading all to winning seasons and taking the Reds and Orioles to the playoffs. He took an 11-year hiatus from managing as he dealt with health complications that stemmed from atrial fibrillation.
Mr. Johnson's final act as a manager came in Washington. The Nationals turned to him after Jim Riggleman resigned in the middle of the 2011 season over a contract dispute. Mr. Johnson took over a young team with a dismal recent history at a pivotal moment. He was Bryce Harper's first big league manager and implemented the front-office-mandated shutdown of ace Stephen Strasburg. Once Mr. Johnson entered Washington's dugout, the Nationals began a rapid march toward the top of MLB. In 2012, he led Washington to 98 victories and its first postseason appearance.
"Davey was a world-class manager, leading our team to its first NL East title and earning Manager of the Year honors in 2012," Nationals principal owner Mark Lerner said in a statement Saturday. "... I'll always cherish the memories we made together with the Nationals, and I know his legacy will live on in the hearts and minds of our fans and those across baseball."
Mr. Johnson managed just one more season after Washington's 2012 breakthrough. "World Series or bust," he declared over the winter before the 2013 season. The Nationals did not make the playoffs, and Mr. Johnson did not return to manage the next season.
"Davey was an unbelievable baseball man but an even better person," former Nationals star Ryan Zimmerman said in a text message. "I learned so much from him about how to carry myself on and off the field. No chance my career would have been the same without his guidance. He will be deeply missed by so many."

Mr. Johnson takes in spring training in 2012. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


"He was the man," Nationals interim manager Miguel Cairo said before Saturday's win over the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field. "He was a really good baseball man as a manager, as a player. Really, he put a mark in baseball as a player and as a manager. He was loved by a lot of people and a lot of baseball players."
Mr. Johnson held stubbornly firm to his beliefs and vision for how a baseball franchise should be run, which led to clashes with ownership and management. He was fiercely protective of his players, believing each individual required an approach catered to his strengths and weaknesses.
"Whether you're a player, a coach or whatever, you have to be a good listener," Mr. Johnson said in the spring of 2013, spitting tobacco juice on a dugout floor. "To be able to coach, you have to know where a person is coming from. What were the circumstances now and in the past that got them to this point in their life? It's always a learning experience. That's life. I guess I've always been curious."
In the spring of 2012, Mr. Johnson considered the idea of mortality. Gary Carter, his catcher with the Mets and a close friend he admired greatly, had recently died of brain cancer. Mr. Johnson had spent time with him that winter and remembered him smiling at his charity golf tournament, raising money for children in need. He decided not to attend Carter's funeral. He wanted those images to remain his lasting memory of his friend.
"He would want me to be doing what I loved and not crying over him," Mr. Johnson said. "I don't want nobody crying over me, either. It's that simple. It may be callous, but I don't look at it that way."
Andrew Golden in Chicago contributed to this report.

Mr. Johnson holds the World Series trophy in 1986 after his Mets beat the Red Sox in Game 7. (Ray Stubblebine/AP)
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Nationals
What a relief: Nationals' bullpen continues turnaround in win vs. Cubs
 PJ Poulin, Clayton Beeter, Jose A. Ferrer and Cole Henry combine for 31/3 scoreless innings in relief of Brad Lord in a 2-1 victory.

(Erin Hooley/AP)


By Andrew Golden | 2025-09-07

PJ Poulin got starter Brad Lord out of trouble in the sixth as the Nationals' bullpen shut down the Cubs to secure a 2-1 victory at Wrigley Field on Saturday. (Erin Hooley/AP) 


CHICAGO -- A month ago, this situation would have been a nightmare: the Washington Nationals clinging to a one-run lead on the road against a World Series contender, forced to turn to a bullpen that doesn't have much pedigree. The idea that Jorge Alfaro was catching only his second game with the club would have generated night sweats.
But in recent days, the Nationals' bullpen has been something out of a dream. That continued in their 2-1 win over the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field on Saturday.
Four relievers -- PJ Poulin, Clayton Beeter, Jose A. Ferrer and Cole Henry -- combined for 31/3 scoreless innings against one of the best offenses in baseball. Henry earned his second career save. And the Nationals (57-84) enter Sunday's series finale with an opportunity to steal a series from the Cubs (81-61), a team that holds the top wild-card spot in the National League.
"We have a lot of good guys in the bullpen, and we feel like anybody can get the job done when asked," Henry said. "It's been really cool, and we're just trying to keep the ball rolling."
Since Aug. 16, three Saturdays ago, the Nationals' bullpen has pitched to a 2.47 ERA -- the best in baseball at the completion of Saturday's game. Washington has done so with a collection of pitchers a casual fan at Wrigley Field wouldn't recognize walking down the street. They probably wouldn't be stopped outside of Nationals Park, either.
"That's just the hard work that everybody puts in here," Ferrer said through an interpreter. "That should be the main focus once the season starts all the way to the end. Try to be the best bullpen and give the team the best opportunity to win a game."
"The bullpen has been so resilient," interim manager Miguel Cairo said. "Every time that I give the ball to any of them, they come in and throw strikes and compete."
Washington had a 1-0 lead three pitches into Saturday's contest. CJ Abrams doubled, James Wood singled and Alfaro tacked on an RBI single. Cubs catcher Carson Kelly hit an infield RBI groundout in the second to tie the game. Then Daylen Lile hit a solo homer in the fourth inning to push Washington back in front 2-1.
Nationals starter Brad Lord entered Saturday's start looking to get back on track. He had allowed 17 earned runs in his previous three starts and watched his ERA skyrocket from 3.26 to 4.34. Against the Cubs, he struck out six hitters in a row across the third and fourth innings -- three with his four-seam fastball and once each with his changeup, sinker and slider. He entrusted the bullpen to help him earn the win after he left with one on and two outs in the sixth.
"The past month or so, if you come out with runners on base, you can fully expect [the bullpen] to get out of the inning without letting any score and just throw up zeros the rest of the game," said Lord, who allowed two hits and walked four hitters. "They've been awesome."
That wasn't always the case. Earlier this season, the Nationals were hamstrung by the worst bullpen in baseball. To makes matters worse, they didn't have options to choose from. Mason Thompson was still rehabbing from Tommy John surgery. They shuffled between struggling relievers such as Ryan Loutos, Eduardo Salazar and Zach Brzykcy in the hopes that any of them could figure it out.
Since interim general manager Mike DeBartolo took over for his former boss Mike Rizzo, the Nationals have made a more concerted effort to use the waiver wire and take chances on players with intriguing profiles.
On Wednesday, the Nationals claimed right-handed reliever Sauryn Lao off waivers from the Seattle Mariners. On Aug. 17, Washington claimed right-handed reliever Julian Fernandez. And before that, the team claimed Poulin on Aug. 3.
Poulin, 29, had never pitched in a major league game when he joined the Nationals. His average fastball velocity is among the slowest in baseball. And yet the southpaw has a 1.56 ERA through 17 outings thanks to a funky delivery that generates weak contact.
The Nationals added bullpen depth at the trade deadline. Beeter, acquired in the Amed Rosario trade, had a 14.73 ERA in two appearances with the Yankees. Including his scoreless outing in the seventh Saturday, Beeter hasn't allowed a hit in his past nine appearances with the Nationals, though he has walked seven and allowed two earned runs.
The Nationals have coupled their new additions with homegrown talent who had high expectations entering the year. Ferrer, the team's flamethrowing lefty, pitched a scoreless eighth and hasn't allowed a run since Aug. 3. Henry has had scoreless appearances in six of his past seven outings.
There's no guarantee a two-month sample size -- or even a full season -- will predict long-term success. Reliever performance is often volatile. The Nationals' bullpen still has the worst ERA in baseball this season. But Washington entered the year hoping its young relievers would blossom in time. Perhaps they aren't the ones the Nationals expected when the year began. Nevertheless, they're performing admirably.
"We're all young guys, just looking around we're like kind of all in the same situation," Henry said. "Putting up zeros and everyone going out there and kind of doing a great job is contagious throughout the whole bullpen. No one wants to be the guy to mess it up, so everybody goes out there mentally and physically ready to go."
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College Football
Navy waits out two weather delays, then pulls away from UAB
After more than two hours of delays in the first half, the Midshipmen used their rushing attack and an opportunistic defense to improve to 2-0.

Navy quarterback Blake Horvath rushed for two touchdowns and threw for another in a 38-24 win over Alabama Birmingham. (Mike Buscher/AP)


By Gene Wang | 2025-09-07
Quarterback Blake Horvath and Navy's stampeding rushing attack did their part throughout Saturday's American Conference opener against Alabama Birmingham. A defensive uprising in the second half then put the finishing touches on a 38-24 victory that included multiple weather delays at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium.
Horvath accounted for 240 yards of total offense and three touchdowns, the last of which put the Midshipmen ahead for good late in the third quarter, and Navy pulled away for a fifth consecutive win dating from last season. Fullback Alex Tecza added 111 yards and a touchdown on 15 carries to help the Mids (2-0) amass 463 yards of total offense, including 295 on the ground.
The defense forced three turnovers after halftime and did not permit a point, getting a considerable boost from linebacker MarcAnthony Parker. The sophomore sat out the first half while serving a penalty for targeting in last week's opener but came back to collect the first of Navy's two interceptions early in the fourth quarter.
"There were some adjustments, but the turnovers were huge," Navy Coach Brian Newberry said. "We bent some there in the second half but found a way to get stops -- was proud of them for doing that. [UAB] had 24 points in the first half, didn't score in the second half, and if you watched the first half, we didn't stop them at all, so credit to the defensive staff for getting those guys dialed in. I thought they handled the adversity well."
The Mids overcame uncharacteristic lapses in discipline, which led to eight penalties for 98 yards, to claim their 74th straight victory when they lead after three quarters, the longest such streak in major college football. They had four touchdowns and a field goal in five trips to the red zone, after leading the country last year in red zone touchdown percentage.
The outcome crystalized when Navy stretched its lead to multiple possessions for the first time thanks to Tecza's one-yard run on the first play of the fourth quarter to make it 38-24. Horvath had a 24-yard run to open the series, and Tecza added carries of 37 and 17 yards.
A significant momentum swing unfolded in the third quarter after Navy's defense forced its first turnover of the season on a third-down completion from Blazers quarterback Jalen Kitna (22 for 32, 304 yards, two touchdowns, two interceptions) to wide receiver Iverson Hooks. As Hooks turned upfield seeking extra yards, sophomore cornerback Phillip Hamilton punched the ball out.
Junior safety Giuseppe Sessi fell on the loose ball for a fumble recovery that set up the Mids at the UAB 29 with 6:35 to play in the quarter. Less than 21/2 minutes later, Horvath barreled his way through several defenders to score on a four-yard run and reclaim a 31-24 lead for Navy.
"The main thing was the first half, I feel like we were kind of like antsy, overthinking in a way, too tense," Parker said. "In the second half, we came out and we played ball. Like [nose guard] Landon [Robinson] says to me all the time before games, it's like practice almost. Like, have fun, relax and fly around. If you just do that, you play ball, you're having fun, you're going to play our style of football, and you're going to win a lot of games."
Two weather delays lasting a combined 2 hours 6 minutes interrupted the first half before Blazers kicker Jonah Delange's 40-yard field goal as time expired left the score tied at 24 at halftime. The lengthy stoppages because of lightning strikes in the vicinity compelled the teams to agree to limit the halftime break to 10 minutes.
Navy had taken a 24-21 lead on kicker Nathan Kirkwood's 27-yard field goal with 4:54 to play in the second quarter on the heels of the second delay, which lasted 1 hour 6 minutes. Upon the restart, the Mids were facing third and two at the UAB 4, but a false start charged to Kendall Evans, a seldom-used junior wide receiver, doomed the series.
It was the first time in the protracted first half that either team failed to score a touchdown.
A heat index of 102 at kickoff made the going especially rugged for both teams, who entered the weekend with extensive injury reports. The Mids listed 10 players out, including Parker in the first half following his second-half penalty against visiting Virginia Military Institute in a 52-7 win last week.
Injuries mandated lineup modifications along Navy's offensive line, where starting right guard Greyson Crawford did not play. Hoke Smith II, the regular starting center, moved to right guard, and backup Toran Smith entered the starting lineup for the first time at center.
A depleted roster hardly diminished Navy's offensive output during a first quarter that ended with the Mids leading 14-7. The go-ahead touchdown came on snipe Eli Heidenreich's nine-yard run around the right side. Navy had extended the drive when Horvath gained four yards through the middle on fourth and three.
The Mids opened the scoring with Horvath's one-yard plunge less than three minutes into the first quarter. Horvath's first rushing touchdown this year capped a 75-yard drive on five plays, highlighted by a 65-yard completion to tight end Cody Howard to the UAB 4.
"I just think the mindset, as a team we were locked in," said Horvath, a senior captain who went 6-for-8 passing for 168 yards and a touchdown without an interception. "The offensive line played really well. Guys made a lot of good plays. We were sort of firing on all cylinders in that first half."
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Retropolis
Cal Ripken Jr. broke baseball's 'unbreakable' record 30 years ago
Cal Ripken Jr. is still trying to make sense of it: the record he set 30 years ago and the reaction it provoked in people across America, as they gathered to watch the Baltimore Orioles shortstop play his 2,131st straight game.

Cal Ripken Jr. rounds the field at Oriole Park at Camden Yards on Sept. 6, 1995. Ripken's impromptu lap around the park came amid a 22-minute standing ovation as he set Major League Baseball's consecutive-games record: 2,131 straight games played. (Rich Lipski/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond | 2025-09-06
A national TV audience. A cheering crowd that included the nation's president. A 22-minute standing ovation that interrupted the game.
All to watch a baseball player show up to work on Sept. 6, 1995.
Thirty years later, that player -- Cal Ripken Jr. -- is still trying to make sense of it: the record he set that night and the reaction it provoked in people across America as they gathered to watch the Baltimore Orioles shortstop play his 2,131st straight game.
"The longer you're away from it, the more you kind of go back and search for what it was all about," the 65-year-old Ripken said in an interview last week.
"It" was also known as "The Streak": Ripken's almost 14-year chase to break baseball's consecutive-games record, long held by New York Yankees legend Lou Gehrig and considered unbreakable. Earlier in his career, Ripken had been called selfish for wanting to play every day, with critics arguing that the Baltimore Orioles star was somehow harming the team's success on the nights when he struggled.
But by 1995, in the wake of a damaging players strike, Ripken's streak was seen as selfless -- a player who kept showing up, no matter what.
And fans started showing up for Ripken, too, as he crisscrossed the country.
"He signed autographs for hours after every game" in 1995, said John Maroon, who served as the Orioles' PR director that year. "People coming up to him saying, 'I'm a teacher, and I haven't missed a day of work in this long.' Or a ton of kids, 'I haven't missed a day of school.' "
But Orioles staff and players said they never imagined that Sept. 6 would become one of the most memorable nights in baseball history -- marked by Ripken's grudging lap around Baltimore's Camden Yards stadium in his bid to thank fans and end nonstop applause. President Bill Clinton, Vice President Al Gore, retired Yankees star Joe DiMaggio and other luminaries stood and cheered as Ripken shook hand after hand as he rounded the field.
"It wasn't scripted, it wasn't orchestrated. Cal refused to allow anything like that, and yet the crowd was celebrating, and that's it," said Jon Miller, who served as the Orioles' play-by-play radio broadcaster that night. "It still brings a tear to my eye. It was so poignant."
Ripken's streak began on May 30, 1982, against the Toronto Blue Jays in a game at Baltimore's Memorial Stadium. It was an inauspicious start; the 21-year-old rookie went hitless, and his team lost the game 6-0.
But better times soon followed. Ripken would win the American League's Rookie of the Year award that year, followed by the league's MVP award in 1983. Ripken also caught the final out of the 1983 World Series, jumping with joy as the Orioles won the game and became champions -- "by far the greatest feeling you'll ever get from playing baseball," he said last week.
The feeling would not last. Ripken went through slumps, as he sometimes struggled to hit and constantly tinkered with his batting stance. His father, Cal Ripken Sr., was hired as Orioles manager in 1986 -- and fired after scarcely one year in the role. The team became a national symbol of futility in 1988 after starting the season with 21 straight losses, setting an embarrassing record. Soon after, Ripken marked his 1,000th straight game in the Orioles lineup, an achievement that prompted second-guessing. Some columnists asked why the team was struggling so much since their star was playing every game -- and if perhaps they'd be better off if he took a seat.
Through it all, managers kept penciling Ripken into the lineup, deciding that the Orioles had the best chance to win if he were on the field.
Ripken himself wanted to play every day, having heard his father tell the infamous story of Wally Pipp -- a Yankees player who asked out of a 1925 game because of a headache. Gehrig took Pipp's job and never gave it back.
Ripken was determined to never be "Pipped."
"From [my dad's] standpoint as a player, your job is to come to the ballpark ready to play," Ripken said last week. "You don't ask out."
And the low-key star steadily won over his doubters.
"Can we please agree: THE STREAK IS GOOD," Thomas Boswell wrote in The Washington Post in 1994, as Ripken neared his 2,000th straight game. " ... We've been all over Ripken's case for years, analyzing him as if we were shrinks and he was a neurotic for wanting to be great. And we were wrong."
But the 1994 baseball season came to an abrupt end in August, as the league's players refused to agree to a new contract. The World Series was canceled for the first time in nearly a century, and as the strike dragged into 1995, teams prepared to field replacement players.
Suddenly, Ripken's streak was in jeopardy -- frozen at 2,009 games -- and he refused to cross a picket line to preserve it.
Orioles owner Peter Angelos vowed that he would not field a replacement team. League officials deliberated on how to handle Ripken's record if games resumed and he wasn't in them.
The strike finally ended on April 2, 1995, the day before replacement teams were set to take the field. Signs of the damage were immediate. League attendance plunged about 20 percent.
But the attention on Ripken built as he marched toward Gehrig's record. He was held up as a role model at a moment when other athletes' reputations had been damaged.
"For the kids, he illustrates what is perhaps life's most important imperative: Stick with it," The Post's editorial board wrote in April 1995.

Cal Ripken Jr. gets a hug from his mother, Violet, after he surpassed Lou Gehrig's record for consecutive games played on Sept. 6, 1995. (Joel Richardson/The Washington Post)


The Orioles hit on a strategy to honor Ripken as the record drew near -- hanging oversize numbers on the Camden Yards warehouse, and updating them in the middle of the fifth inning, after enough of each game had been played for it to be counted, according to baseball's rule book. Music by John Tesh -- an instrumental, soaring theme called "Day One" -- would play over the loudspeakers. Cameras would cut to Ripken, who looked sheepish amid the attention.
But fans adored the spectacle, and a sold-out crowd watched Ripken tie Gehrig's record on Sept. 5, with the star hitting a home run in an 8-o Orioles victory over the California Angels. The game was interrupted by a five-minute ovation for Ripken, who addressed the crowd in a ceremony later that night.
That was merely a warmup for Sept. 6, as retired baseball legends, former teammates, and more than 46,000 other people crammed into Camden Yards. In the fourth inning, Ripken again hit a home run -- with Clinton, in the radio broadcaster's booth, excitingly talking over the radio broadcaster.
Ten minutes later, the game became official, the ovation began and Tesh's music started to play.
"And let it be said that number 8, Cal Ripken Jr., has reached the unreachable star," broadcaster Chris Berman intoned on ESPN, which was airing the game nationally. Then Berman and his co-announcer went silent for more than 18 minutes as the roar of the crowd overtook the broadcast.
After repeated curtain calls failed to stop the applause, Ripken was pushed onto the field by his teammates and began his lap for the ages. Orioles staff, scrambling to find music, picked Whitney Houston's "One Moment in Time."
"It was the longest sustained ovation I've ever seen in a sporting event of any kind, anywhere," said Miller, a longtime San Francisco Giants broadcaster who has called World Series games, record-breaking home runs and other major events.
The game drew the highest rating for a baseball game in ESPN history to that point. Ripken was dubbed "the Iron Man" -- an homage to Gehrig, who was known as "the Iron Horse" -- as writers and analysts tried to comprehend his accomplishment.
"What if we just witnessed the most statistically amazing record in the history of baseball?" David Leonhardt, a young Post reporter, mused in a column.
Ripken ended his streak voluntarily on Sept. 20, 1998, setting a mark of 2,632 consecutive games played. Now a minority owner of the Orioles and an entrepreneur, he will be honored again on Saturday, joined by former teammates to mark the 30th anniversary of his breaking Gehrig's record.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2025/09/06/cal-ripken-baseball-record-straight-games/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(Robert Simmons/AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-09-07
NFL
1 p.m. New York Giants at Washington >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45), WBIG (100.3 FM)
1 p.m. Pittsburgh at New York Jets >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)
4:25 p.m. Detroit at Green Bay >>> WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)
8:15 p.m. Baltimore at Buffalo >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11), WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
MLB
1:30 p.m. Los Angeles Dodgers at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
1:30 p.m. New York Mets at Cincinnati >>> MLB Network
2:15 p.m. Washington at Chicago Cubs >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM)
4:30 p.m. Boston at Arizona >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
WNBA
3 p.m. Indiana vs. Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
6 p.m. Dallas at Los Angeles >>> NBA TV
9 p.m. Chicago at Las Vegas >>> NBA TV
GOLF
7:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Irish Open, final round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. Ladies European Tour: Houston Championship, final round >>> Golf Channel
3 p.m. PGA Tour Champions: Stifel Charity Classic, final round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. Walker Cup, final day >>> Golf Channel
MOTORSPORTS
8 a.m. MotoGP: Catalan Grand Prix >>> Fox Sports 1
9 a.m. Formula One: Italian Grand Prix >>> ESPN2
3 p.m. NASCAR Cup Series: Enjoy Illinois 300 >>> USA Network
SOCCER
9 a.m. UEFA World Cup qualifying, group stage: Bulgaria at Georgia >>> Fox Sports 1
Noon UEFA World Cup qualifying, group stage: Netherlands at Lithuania >>> Fox Sports 1
2:30 p.m. Italian Women's Serie A: Genoa at Como >>> CBS Sports Network
2:45 p.m. UEFA World Cup qualifying, group stage: Northern Ireland at Germany >>> Fox Sports 1
4 p.m. Seattle at Washington >>> Paramount+
5 p.m. Angel City at Gotham FC >>> ESPN
7 p.m. USL League One: Westchester at Spokane >>> CBS Sports Network
8:30 p.m. Houston at San Diego >>> ESPN
TENNIS
2 p.m. U.S. Open, men's singles final >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2)
COLLEGE FIELD HOCKEY
Noon Northwestern at Boston College >>> ACC Network
MEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7:30 p.m. Indiana at Notre Dame >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
1 p.m. Ohio State at Kentucky >>> ESPNU
1:30 p.m. Alabama at Duke >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
Noon Florida at Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
1 p.m. Stanford at Texas >>> ESPN
2 p.m. California at Nebraska >>> Big Ten Network
3 p.m. Illinois at Louisville >>> ESPN
4 p.m. Creighton at USC >>> Big Ten Network
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Nationals
Keibert Ruiz's concussions were 'scary.' But he still wants to catch.
"It was really tough," said Ruiz, who recently started a rehab assignment with the Class AA Harrisburg Senators.

Nationals catcher Keibert Ruiz suffered two concussions this summer. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Andrew Golden | 2025-09-07
Washington Nationals catcher Keibert Ruiz made every effort to return earlier this season. His body, coping with the lingering symptoms of two concussions, wouldn't allow it.
Ruiz was first concussed in June when he was hit in the dugout by a batted ball, an injury initially described as a head contusion. He eventually passed concussion tests and returned to play in early July, only to be hit again. Another trip to the injured list followed. Ruiz has not been behind the plate for the Nationals since July 5.
In the aftermath, Ruiz struggled to sleep, his headaches preventing his brain from shutting off. When he woke up, he didn't have the energy to move. Sometimes, if he stood to walk, he felt as if he was going to fall. If his kids made too much noise, his head would pound. The whole experience, Ruiz said, was "scary."
"It was really tough," he said. "The headaches, the light sensitivity, the noise sensitivity. After workouts, having those symptoms. But thank God, I feel good now and I don't have [any] symptoms."
The Nationals declined to comment on the specifics of Ruiz's concussion issues and his return, including the process of clearing him for play.
Ruiz estimates his symptoms lingered for seven weeks after his second concussion in early July. They fully dissipated in late August, and Ruiz resumed baseball activities -- taking batting practice, fielding grounders and running the bases as he worked to get back in shape. But he didn't catch.
That has changed now, with the 27-year-old on a rehab assignment with the Class AA Harrisburg Senators. Before Wednesday's Senators game, Ruiz stood out with his red Nationals hoodie under his catcher's gear during defensive drills; his teammates sported navy blue Harrisburg workout shirts. Ruiz led the catchers as they threw to each base. He took batting practice, then signed autographs for fans.
Once the game began, Ruiz was the Senators' designated hitter and finished 0 for 3 with two walks and three strikeouts. A day earlier, he spent five innings behind the plate. The Nationals are in no rush to get him back. Riley Adams has held down the fort in Ruiz's absence. After a fractured finger ended Drew Millas's season, the team signed Jorge Alfaro as a backup catcher.
Ruiz's issues started June 23 in San Diego, when a foul ball ricocheted off the back wall of Washington's dugout and hit him in the head. The next day, Ruiz was placed on the 10-day injured list.
At the time, Ruiz said he had a headache and felt dizzy on his walk to the ballpark. When asked if he had gotten a concussion test, he said he "hadn't done the test, but I don't feel 100 percent." Dave Martinez, the manager at the time, said Ruiz did undergo a CT scan, which came back negative. On June 27, the Nationals placed him on the seven-day injured list, which is used for concussions.
Ruiz missed eight games and returned 11 days after he was hit in the head. Then came the July concussion.
"I got hit in San Diego with the foul ball that [Josh Bell] hit into the dugout," Ruiz said. "And I take like seven days on the IL and then I start playing again. The doctor said you wasn't ready to play in seven days. That's why it got worse when I play against Boston."
Every time a player is concussed, an MLB team must follow a series of steps before he can return. First, a team official has to deem a player fit. Then, the club must submit a return-to-play form that has to be approved by both MLB's medical director and the players union's concussion doctor. The player, in addition to taking a concussion test, must be symptom-free both when he is playing and when he is resting.
In his time with the Nationals, Ruiz has taken his fair share of foul balls -- so much so that the team attempted to change his positioning behind the plate, moving him farther back to minimize his chances of getting hit.
"I feel like I left my team in a bad situation and I left them alone," Ruiz said. "That's something I don't want, but this is something special -- the head. My brain."
Ruiz is three years into an eight-year, $50 million contract signed ahead of the 2023 season. Even for a team-friendly deal, Ruiz has still vastly underperformed expectations. He has been one of the worst defensive catchers in baseball. He hasn't hit for power. After a hot start this season, his offensive production cratered. Ruiz admitted he hasn't performed the way he believes he's capable of, but he's hopeful a strong finish can catapult him into next season.
Right now, though, he's focused on reacclimating to life behind the plate. Ruiz understands the risk that comes from playing his position. He knows other catchers who have experienced concussions.
He wants to keep catching. He's ready to get behind the plate and get hit by a foul ball so he can see how his body responds. He wants to know that, even if he does get hit, he can bounce back and keep going. He also admits he thinks about what would happen if he suffers another concussion. But he doesn't allow those thoughts to linger for long.
"I don't want to think too much about that because I'd be scared of catching," Ruiz said. "But if, at one point, I'm getting too many hits [to the head] and I keep having this, I'm going to make a decision. But, for now, it's good."
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NFL
Giants have reasons for hope entering crucial season for coach and GM 
The jobs of Brian Daboll and Joe Schoen could be at stake, but the Giants are optimistic. They have an imposing pass rush, and rookie QB Jaxson Dart is waiting for his chance.

Coach Brian Daboll speaks with rookie quarterback Jaxson Dart during a Giants preseason game last month in Orchard Park, New York. (Seth Wenig/AP)


By Mark Maske | 2025-09-07
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. -- The new season arrives with a curious combination of optimism, anticipation and urgency for the New York Giants.
There is the promise of better times ahead as prized rookies Abdul Carter and Jaxson Dart, the team's first-round draft picks in April, begin their NFL careers. There is the presence of a veteran caretaker at quarterback, with Russell Wilson in place as the starter as Dart waits his turn. There is the potential for a defense with a fearsome pass rush as Carter joins Brian Burns, Dexter Lawrence and Kayvon Thibodeaux.
But as the Giants finish their preparations for Sunday's season opener against the Washington Commanders at Northwest Stadium, there also is the now-or-never, win-or-else vibe that accompanies Coach Brian Daboll and General Manager Joe Schoen beginning Year 4 of their regime on the heels of back-to-back nonplayoff seasons that yielded a combined record of 9-25.
The opener provides a measuring stick for the Giants as they face not only an NFC East rival but also a team that shoved aside decades of organizational misery last season to reach the NFC championship game. The Commanders are the latest, greatest example to teams such as the Giants of how quickly and completely such turnarounds can occur in the NFL.
"They had a successful year last year," wide receiver Darius Slayton said at the Giants' practice facility Friday. "All the time, you see teams go from [4-13] to the next year be 12-5. And you see teams go from 14-and-whatever to 2-and-whatever. So I think every year is a new year. Obviously we know they're a good football team and they had a good year last year."

Rookie Abdul Carter rushes against the Patriots during a preseason game. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


Slayton and other Giants said they believe they are fully capable of being in the playoff-contending mix.
"For sure," Slayton said. "I think we have the talent. I think we have the ability. ... It's just a matter of us going out there and putting it all together."
Said defensive lineman Rakeem Nunez-Roches: "Oh, yes, sir. With the offseason additions, with the way we've been working, with the things that we've been doing, the discipline -- yes, sir, I definitely do."
The Giants' two Super Bowl triumphs with Eli Manning as their quarterback and Tom Coughlin as their coach are increasingly distant memories. The team has reached the playoffs just twice and has managed just one postseason victory since winning the Super Bowl to conclude the 2011 season.
Daboll and Schoen had Year 1 success in 2022; the Giants reached the playoffs and upset the Minnesota Vikings in the opening round before suffering a lopsided divisional-round defeat at Philadelphia. They kept the core of a seemingly promising team intact that offseason by signing quarterback Daniel Jones to a four-year, $160 million contract extension and franchise-tagging tailback Saquon Barkley.
It didn't work: The Giants regressed to 6-11 in 2023 and 3-14 last season. Barkley left via free agency before last season, becoming a 2,000-yard rusher and a Super Bowl champion in his first season with the Eagles. Jones was benched and then released, at his request, last season. Co-owners John Mara and Steve Tisch stuck with Daboll and Schoen. But Mara told reporters in January that improved on-field results had "better not take too long because I've just about run out of patience."
So the stakes are high indeed as the Giants try to avoid another makeover of their football brain trust. Some early-season wins would quiet talk about job insecurity.
"It's a new team," Daboll said Friday. "Every year is a new season. So we're doing the best we can to get off to a fast start the way we want to. ... But it'll ultimately come down to performance on Sundays."
The Giants explored trading for Matthew Stafford or signing Aaron Rodgers in the offseason. When neither of those moves transpired, they addressed their quarterback situation by signing Wilson and Jameis Winston and, after selecting Carter third overall on draft night, trading back up in the opening round to get Dart at No. 25.
Dart played well during the preseason. Daboll will have to decide whether and when to make the move to the rookie. For now, Wilson is the starter; the former Super Bowl winner for the Seattle Seahawks arrived after two seasons in Denver and one in Pittsburgh.
There are other issues on offense as the season begins. Daboll said the Giants would "back down" on Malik Nabers's practice-field work Friday because the standout second-year wide receiver was experiencing back tightness. Nabers, who had 109 catches for 1,204 yards as a rookie, will be "fine" for Sunday's game, Daboll said.

Russell Wilson opens the season as the Giants' starter at quarterback. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


Left tackle Andrew Thomas participated in full team drills for the first time Friday in his return from foot surgery. He's unlikely to play Sunday after being listed as doubtful on the injury report. Whenever he returns to the lineup, he'll have to knock some rust off his game after practicing so little.
"I think it matters," Thomas said after Friday's practice. "Missing training camp is not ideal. But I've been in the system for a few years. This will be my sixth year. So I think once I get into the game, I can understand what to do. My body will kind of translate."
The Giants will have to lean on a defense that could be quite good. Carter chased opposing quarterbacks and ballcarriers relentlessly during the preseason. Few defenses have a group of pass rushers so deep and gifted.
Asked about the capabilities of the Giants' pass rush and the defense overall, Nunez-Roches said: "Anything and everything, honestly, from being the best run [defense] to being the most historic pass-rush team out there, to be honest with you. So the ball's in our court. And now we have to put it on the field."
The Giants bolstered their secondary in free agency by signing cornerback Paulson Adebo to a three-year, $54 million contract and safety Jevon Holland to a three-year, $45.3 million deal.
"I think we're going to be able to go out and do our job at a very effective rate," Holland said Friday. "I think we're going to be able to execute, 100 percent."

General Manager Joe Schoen begins his fourth season with the Giants with much at stake. (Darron Cummings/AP)


So the Giants' conviction that they have a team capable of playing far better is not necessarily misguided.
"I don't see why not," tight end Chris Manhertz said. "We have great guys in here from a talent standpoint, from a leadership standpoint. Our coaching staff is great. But ultimately it's on us to play, to be our best and execute on Sundays."
The time to prove it is at hand.
"I think enthusiasm is high," Slayton said. "... Excited to see our team play in a real game on a Sunday and watch it all come together, everything that we've compiled from this offseason and preseason."
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NFL
The Ravens and Bills meet again in the Almost Bowl 
Quarterbacks Lamar Jackson and Josh Allen are still in their primes and have time. But this year feels urgent for their perennially contending teams.

(Al Bello/Getty Images)


By Adam Kilgore | 2025-09-06

Josh Allen and the Bills got the better of Lamar Jackson and the Ravens in January in the AFC playoffs. They meet again, with less at stake, in Week 1. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


OWINGS MILLS, Md. -- When the Buffalo Bills and Baltimore Ravens collide Sunday night in Buffalo, they could play a football game or undertake a joint therapy session. They have spent more than half a decade dominating the regular season, forging into mid-January and splattering against a Kansas City Chiefs-shaped wall. They are the NFL's dual paragons of excellence unfulfilled.
The marquee showdown of Week 1 could be labeled the Almost Bowl. Neither Buffalo nor Baltimore has reached the Super Bowl in its current iteration -- since Josh Allen and Lamar Jackson entrenched themselves as starting quarterbacks in 2019. They played last year in the divisional round for the right to face the Chiefs, who, despite a gaudy record, were propped up by narrow victories and vulnerable. The Bills beat the Ravens, and then their season ended as it did multiple times before, with a heroic performance by Allen in a wrenching loss to Kansas City.

The Eagles and Cowboys kick off the 2025 NFL season, and beyond that there are plenty of interesting storylines around the league.


In the past six years, Allen and Jackson have won three MVP awards and appeared in five AFC championship games. Their teams have won 71 and 68 regular season games, respectively, second and third most in the NFL. Singular skill sets have made them two of the defining quarterbacks of their generation, nudging them toward all-time greatness. But they have also been rendered supporting characters, the antagonists Patrick Mahomes surmounts in the final act of the movie.
Both the Bills and Ravens believe this may be their year, and it carries special urgency for Baltimore. More than a dozen Ravens will be free agents next offseason. Jackson will be due for another contract extension that further squeezes their salary cap. Jackson's presence ensures contention, but Baltimore's roster will soon turn over.
"We realize there's a lot of guys that have contracts that are expiring," Ravens linebacker Kyle Van Noy said. "We know this is potentially the last time for this core group before tough decisions are made and all sorts of things like that that we can't control. So we're all focused on the time that we have together. We want to put on a show for the people who have been through a lot. This group is tight. We want to play like and show it to the world that we can play some football."
The Bills and Ravens are mostly derided for their dearth of January success. They also warrant credit for resilience. The NFL is littered with franchises undone by bitter defeats that infect following seasons. Buffalo and Baltimore observed heartache and bounced back, making the playoffs every year aside from 2021, when Jackson missed the final five games and the Ravens tumbled.
"That's life, man," Ravens linebacker Roquan Smith said. "In life, you can't focus on the past. You can use it as a fuel. But you should never let something that happened in the past affect how you look at things. It's a new day. It's a new team. This is not the same team as last year. Neither are the players. Yeah, we are the same dudes. But each person has changed a bit. Every day in life teaches you that."
"You just go to work," Ravens Coach John Harbaugh said. "You become the best team you can become the next time you play. And that's what we've done."

Coach John Harbaugh, shown during a preseason game, has seen his team struggle in big playoff moments. (Nick Wass/AP)


It feels inevitable the Bills or Ravens will break through in some year, perhaps this year. The Ravens returned 19 starters, and the Bills brought back 18. To an already stacked defense, the Ravens added in the draft advanced-beyond-his-years safety Malaki Starks and potential star pass rusher Mike Green, who fell into the second round because of sexual assault allegations and, based on talent, probably would have been a first-rounder. The Bills expect leaps from young pass catchers Dalton Kincaid and Keon Coleman.
They have the kind of quarterbacks who, if healthy, provide a path to February. "Anytime Lamar is on the team, you know you have a chance to hoist the Lombardi," Smith said. Allen is 29, and Jackson is 28. Peyton Manning won his first Super Bowl at 30. John Elway had to wait until 37. They have time.
But in the NFL, nothing is inevitable. Every play presents a chance for a career-changing injury. It's rare for any quarterback to win a conference title: Mahomes, Tom Brady, Peyton Manning or Ben Roethlisberger have represented the AFC in all but two of the past 22 Super Bowls. Only Joe Burrow and Joe Flacco interrupted their hegemony.
Allen and Jackson play in a particularly crowded era. For Jackson and Allen, the existence of each other -- let alone Mahomes and Burrow -- decreases their chances to win the conference. If one quarterback raises a trophy in January, it means the other did not.
Their shared history minimizes the stakes of their Sunday night meeting. The victor will be judged only in January. The loser will be judged only in January. The timing, though, provides a layer of incentive for Baltimore.

Lamar Jackson fumbled as he was tackled by Bills safety Damar Hamlin during last season's playoff matchup. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


The Ravens' loss in Buffalo in January prompted soul-searching and a defining question: Why do they undermine themselves when it matters most? Jackson was asked what he took away from reviewing film of last year's playoff defeat. "Don't turn the ball over," he said. It could be the epitaph of Baltimore's current era.
A fumble at the goal line, a raft of penalties and an interception thrown into the end zone cost the Ravens in their 2023 AFC championship game loss to the Chiefs at home. Last year, they outgained Buffalo 416 yards to 273 but committed three horrific turnovers and forced none. "We believe we should have won," defensive tackle Nnamdi Madubuike said.
The game in many ways encapsulated an era. By advanced metrics, the Ravens are a colossus -- the underlying numbers tend to believe they will win. In the cauldron of the playoffs, they shrink. The Ravens spent the offseason trying to better prepare for crucial moments, to try to remove the capriciousness of a season distilling to one loose ball.
"You can't control, necessarily, the bounce of the ball," Van Noy said. "But you can control how many times the ball is out so you have a chance. Those are the things we're focusing on -- those small details and pushing the limit of getting turnovers on defense and limiting it on offense."
Sunday night will offer their first chance. It will be the final opener in Buffalo's venerable home stadium in Orchard Park, New York, before the Bills move across the street to a lavish new home. The Buffalo crowd, always frenzied, will be particularly frothy for a night game in a lid-lifter. "We know what a tough environment it is," Harbaugh said. "But we're very confident we can handle a tough environment."
"You want to get that bad taste out of your mouth from the last game we played over there," Madubuike said. "It gets everybody fired up and ready to go. It gives us a motivational factor to put our best foot forward in practice."
Allen and Jackson have circled each other for their entire professional careers. Both were selected in the first round of the 2018 draft, ninth for Allen and 32nd for Jackson. They debuted in the same game. The Ravens deployed Jackson as a gadget quarterback in tandem with Flacco, and Allen mopped up on a 47-3 Baltimore romp.
"They beat us up pretty good," Bills Coach Sean McDermott said. "It's fun to watch the journey of both teams."
This could be the year one breaks through. But it can happen for only one quarterback, and it might not happen at all. The start of a new season offers so many possibilities, including more heartbreak. They are willing to keep trying.
"I've won twice, so I know what it feels like," Van Noy said. "I want nothing more than this group that I've been grinding with for three years to feel that feeling. On the flip side, there's other teams out there that want that and have experienced it already. They know what it takes to get there. We're trying to get back there to a place this group hasn't been to."
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Washington Commanders
The bar has been raised for the Commanders. They say they're ready to leap.
After last season's unexpected success, everyone is talking about the Commanders entering this NFL season. Players and coaches are trying to tune it out.

An unknown commodity a year ago, the Commanders will be featured on prime time at least five times this season. (Adam Glanzman/For The Washington Post)


By Tom Schad | 2025-09-06
As the new NFL season dawns, there's a bit more hype around the Washington Commanders than there was a year ago.
"Interesting," quarterback Jayden Daniels interjected with a smile.
Outside the team's locker room, the expectations have grown.
"Is that right?" Coach Dan Quinn quipped.
This time last year, the Commanders were an unknown commodity, with a new coach and a rookie quarterback. This year, after a run to the NFC championship game and a handful of big-name additions, the broader world of football punditry views them as contenders -- certainly to return to the playoffs, maybe to duplicate last season's run and possibly to go even further.
Call it hype or heightened expectations or preseason brouhaha. And for Quinn and his players, it's deliberately ignored.
"I really don't go into that space," Quinn said Friday. "I don't go into the expectations, externally or with the team. Because I want to see how good we can get."
That, Quinn said, is why he spent the week thinking about a different word: identity.
Washington's season opener Sunday against the New York Giants is full of compelling subplots -- from a revamped secondary trying to contain Malik Nabers to the offensive line, probably with rookie Josh Conerly Jr. at right tackle, facing a Giants front seven that offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury called "as challenging as we'll face." Yet at its core, Quinn views this first game as a chance to establish this team's playing style -- to take the standards of last season and raise them.
"Friends and family may have asked, like, 'How do you replicate [2024] or duplicate that?' -- and [reporters] ask that question a lot, too," Quinn said. "But my response to them was: I don't want to replicate it. I want to build off it, and I want this to be the start of it."

For quarterback Jayden Daniels and Coach Dan Quinn, the season's heightened expectations are a foundation, not a weight. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


So much of the process that begins Sunday will revolve around Daniels, the second-year quarterback who, like his team, will be under a brighter spotlight.
As a rookie, Daniels led the Commanders to their best regular season record since 1991, claiming offensive rookie of the year honors and even netting a few MVP votes. His clutch performances and cool demeanor have turned him into one of the NFL's young stars while also potentially resetting the trajectory of the franchise.
"We got a stud at quarterback," outside linebacker Von Miller said. "That's a key piece of a championship team. We've got that. We really don't even know what the ceiling is for Jayden."
But don't mistake the growth of 2024 for added pressure in 2025, Daniels said.
"You still got to go out there, prove [yourself] each and every year," he said. "People could have expectations. They could say, 'You could do this' or hope you fail and do that. I mean, it really doesn't matter."
Some of the outside energy and excitement around this season, of course, will be difficult to ignore. The Commanders will play at least five games in prime time, starting in Week 2 against the Green Bay Packers on Thursday night. They will have the NFL spotlight to themselves when they play in Madrid, against the Miami Dolphins, and on Christmas Day, when they face the Dallas Cowboys. Sunday's opener against the Giants is an announced sellout. And Northwest Stadium, where seats were once removed because of dwindling demand, is actually being expanded, with roughly 1,500 seats returning to use this season.
While all of that translates to better vibes than in years past, players have been quick to emphasize the distinction between the external and internal.
The expectations outside the locker room, be it MVP talk for Daniels or Super Bowl prognostications about the team, all qualify as outside noise. The internal expectations between players and coaches around practice, preparation, recovery, discipline -- that's what matters.
"If anything, I think the standard is just even that more tight-knit, in regards to how we want to play and get down," center Tyler Biadasz said. "DQ talks about [how] we're the hunters. We're going to go after it."
Notes: Wide receiver Noah Brown (knee) and cornerback Jonathan Jones (hamstring) missed practice Friday, but Quinn said their absences were planned and "everybody's available" to play Sunday. The Giants could be without starting left tackle Andrew Thomas. He's listed as doubtful as he continues to rehab from a foot injury suffered last year.
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Tech in Your Life
Cloud storage isn't always perfect. You need a local backup, too.
Cloud storage services are convenient -- and sometimes fickle. Make them a part of your back up plan, not the whole thing.

(The Washington Post/Emma Kumer/The Washington Post)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-09-07

(Emma Kumer/The Washington Post)


New phones, tablets and laptops are always shimmying onto store shelves, and people are often happy to fill those devices with data they've stored in the cloud. That usually includes me.
Fetching files from far-off servers is undeniably convenient, but some people have learned the hard way that the tech companies powering cloud storage services don't always come through when we need them. Using cloud storage helps keep your important data outside your home, sure, but too often the cloud is the only place we save our most important files.
Our advice? Make sure you're saving those important files locally, too.
Sometimes, the companies we choose to trust with our data deny access to it.
Apple, for instance, is being sued by a Minnesota tech executive because it has so far refused to restore access to years of data in iCloud after thieves made off with his iPhone and passcode. It's all because of a quirk of the company's account protection tools -- and he's not alone, either.
In other cases, cloud storage companies seem to go dark.
In 2013, a file storage service called Keepy debuted to help parents manage the clutter that comes with having kids. The idea was simple: Parents could take pictures of their kids' art, cards, schoolwork and awards, and upload them to the cloud so they could feel better about ditching the paper copies.
Delana Maclean, 43, used Keepy to do just that for the things her son made or brought home -- until last year, when she noticed she could no longer easily access the data she uploaded.
She wasn't the first.
For years, other parents have laid out a litany of issues, such as an inability to upload or export their files due to a lack of customer support, on the company's Facebook page and in Keepy's App Store reviews. In some cases, parents were still being charged subscription fees for the service, even though it barely seemed to work. Meanwhile, they said their attempts to get the attention of the company's support staff, or its co-founder and former CEO Offir Gutelzon, went unanswered.

Reviews seen in the App Store on Keepy. 


Over time, Maclean was able to download some of the files she's uploaded over the years, but she is worried that other families wouldn't be as fortunate.
"They thought they were saving [their data] in a secure location in an app that's been around forever," Maclean told The Washington Post. "And then all of a sudden, it just stops working. There's no communication, there's no nothing. You can't export your stuff, you can't do anything."
There is a silver lining here, though: After being contacted by The Post, Gutelzon said the service had (coincidentally) just been restored and that "all customer content is safe and accessible via the app or web." A previously broken tool for exporting files to Dropbox is being repaired, he added, and affected customers can contact the company to seek a refund.
"I feel the frustration that other people feel for the app, and I'm sorry for that," said Gutelzon, who plans to keep the service running. "I apologize for that."
Ideally, when it comes to safeguarding files you want to keep for the long haul, it's good practice to store copies in as many places as possible. That means keeping local backups in addition to using cloud services -- something that cloud services themselves recommend.
"Cloud storage is a reliable off-site option, but as part of a holistic backup approach, it shouldn't replace local backup," said Yev Pusin, head of communications at the cloud storage company Backblaze. "Hard drives fail. Laptops get stolen. Accounts get compromised. The safest approach is to back up both locally and to the cloud."
Not sure where to start? Chewing on these questions can help.
What do you need to save? Is it mostly documents? Photos? Home movies? Figure out what files you absolutely need to hang onto in your life, and what you could get by without.
Where is that data now? If it's already on your computer, great. If it's in the cloud, save a local copy -- companies like Google and Apple have tools that can let you pick what data to export, or just let you take all of it. If it's on your phone, you can transfer important files to a computer or directly onto a USB-C storage drive. When possible, also consider backing up devices like an iPhone to your computer directly, not just to iCloud.
Where should you save it? Beyond the cloud and your computer, you should plan to have a set of your most important files on at least one external storage drive. Keep it with other essentials you'd know to grab in case of emergency, and make sure to periodically manage the files stored on the drive.
Portability is an asset here, but you might actually be better off using traditional external hard drives than tiny, pocketable solid-state drives (SSDs). That's for a few reasons.
For one, SSDs have a sort of built-in lifespan defined by how many times data is written to it or erased from it. Because they store data in the form of electrical charges, they also periodically need to be connected to a power source -- like your computer -- to maintain the integrity of that data. Leaving an SSD with all your stuff on it tucked away in a drawer for more than about a year could raise the risk that you lose something important.
That's not to say hard drives are ideal either -- because they're packed with moving parts, they'll sometimes fail for mechanical reasons. In general, though, they're less prone to losing data after just sitting around untouched for a while.
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National
Trump border czar warns sanctuary cities nationwide to 'expect action'
The Trump administration plans federal action in cities with immigrant-friendly policies nationwide to support immigration enforcement, according to border czar Tom Homan. 

U.S. border czar Tom Homan talks to reporters outside the White House on Wednesday. (Shawn Thew/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2025-09-07
CHICAGO -- As Chicagoans braced for a potential activation of the National Guard in their city, President Donald Trump's border czar Tom Homan said residents of cities with pro-immigrant policies all over the United States should also expect stepped up immigration enforcement in their neighborhoods.
"You can expect action in sanctuary cities across the country," Homan told CNN on Sunday.
Trump and members of his administration have long railed against "sanctuary city" policies, which can encompass a spectrum of practices, from jails that cannot hold immigrants accused of committing crimes beyond their allotted time or hand them over to ICE custody, to prohibiting police from inquiring about immigration status during arrests. On Sunday, Homan said the president is prioritizing federal action in cities with these policies because they "knowingly release illegal aliens, public safety threats, to the streets." In recent days, Trump has also threatened to deploy the National Guard to Chicago, New York, Seattle, Baltimore, San Francisco and Portland, Oregon.
Homan declined to say how many National Guard troops will be deployed to Chicago, or where else they might be sent, but said the troops are a "force multiplier" to support immigration enforcement. Homan said the National Guard troops would not be arresting undocumented migrants in these cities but would rather support the work of ICE officers and Border Patrol agents.
"The National Guard does provide protection for us," he said. "It does provide us infrastructure, provides us transportation, provides us additional processing capability that allows the ones with immigration authority, the badges and guns on the street, to continue arresting the bad guy."
The comments come a day after Trump, on Truth Social, threatened Chicago with mass deportations of undocumented immigrants, sharing an edited illustration of himself as Lt. Col. Bill Kilgore from the Vietnam War film "Apocalypse Now." Alongside the image, Trump wrote, "I love the smell of deportations in the morning."
"Chicago [is] about to find out why it's called the Department of WAR," Trump wrote. On Friday, the president signed an executive order rebranding the Defense Department as the Department of War without congressional approval.
As he made his way to the U.S. Open in New York on Sunday, Trump was asked by reporters whether he was "threatening to go to war with Chicago."
"We're not going to war," Trump replied. "We're going to clean up our cities."
On Tuesday, Trump signaled that he planned to deploy National Guard troops to Chicago, an escalation in his administration's effort to combat what he has characterized as rampant crime in cities and states led by Democratic elected officials. In the following days, Trump also floated the possibility of activating the guard in other Democratic-led cities. And on Saturday, the Department of Homeland Security said it launched an ICE operation in Massachusetts targeting "the worst of the worst criminal illegal aliens." The administration provided few details on the scale of the mission, but said it built on a May operation that resulted in nearly 1,500 arrests across Massachusetts, including dozens of migrant workers on Martha's Vineyard.
Chicago had already been on high alert for a potential National Guard deployment after Trump said last month that the city would be "probably next" after he deployed guard troops to Washington. Mayor Brandon Johnson said on X on Saturday that Trump's threats "are beneath the honor of our nation, but the reality is that he wants to occupy our city and break our Constitution."
"We must defend our democracy from this authoritarianism by protecting each other and protecting Chicago from Donald Trump," Johnson wrote.
Largely peaceful protests broke out across the city on Saturday, with thousands of marchers taking over Michigan Avenue demanding that Trump keep federal forces out of Chicago. Crowds also demonstrated outside the DHS offices in downtown Chicago, where temporary barriers had gone up around federal buildings the day before. On Thursday, The Washington Post reported that the Pentagon approved the use of the Naval Station Great Lakes, a Navy base on the outskirts of Chicago, as a staging ground from which the Trump administration can launch operations against undocumented immigrants.

Demonstrators protest ICE and President Donald Trump in Chicago on Saturday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Despite the tension, mass deportation operations had not kicked off in the city as of Sunday.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois) told CBS News's "Face the Nation" on Sunday morning that she didn't have any indication that the Trump administration was poised to send National Guard troops to Chicago. Still, she criticized Trump's Saturday Truth Social post, saying that the president "essentially declared war on a major city in his own nation."
"This is not acceptable behavior," she said.
Duckworth said she visited Naval Station Great Lakes and was told ICE was looking for office space "but that no barracks, no detention facilities, none of that is being requested or prepared in order to support troops into Chicago."
Duckworth said Department of Homeland Security employees refused to meet with her and other legislators at the Navy training base or discuss their plans for Chicago.
"We certainly have sent the administration multiple inquiries about what they are planning on doing, who are they bringing into Chicago," she said. "They've not even reached out to local law enforcement to try to coordinate. You know, if they were truly, truly interested in fighting crime, then they would work with local law enforcement and ask them, 'What do you need?'"
Chicago has long dealt with significant crime levels, although statistics show the problem is not as severe as Trump portrays it. Like other major U.S. cities, Chicago has seen a decline in crime since the 2020 coronavirus pandemic, and by mid-August, the city's violent crime had decreased 23 percent compared with the same period last year, according to Chicago Police Department figures.
While Trump freely deployed troops to D.C., he faces a different set of legal questions if he deploys the guard to Chicago. In D.C., Trump serves as commander in chief of the National Guard because the District is not a state.
But his power is different outside of that city, and a federal judge ruled last Tuesday that Trump's use of troops to carry out domestic law enforcement actions in California earlier this year violated federal law. However, that judge said the ruling was "narrowly tailored" and did not require the administration to pull back the 300 troops still stationed in Los Angeles. Instead, the judge blocked the troops from certain actions and stayed his ruling until next week.
A majority of Americans have expressed disapproval of Trump's deployment of troops to D.C. and other cities. A CBS News poll conducted between Sept. 3 and 5 found that 57 percent of Americans oppose the deployment of the National Guard to D.C., while 58 percent oppose his potential deployment of the guard to other cities. However, 85 percent of Republicans support the deployment of the guard to U.S. cities, while 93 percent of Democrats and 64 percent of registered independents oppose it.
Kim Bellware, Douglas MacMillan and Joshua Partlow contributed to this report.
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Weather
Hurricane Kiko tracker: Map and projected storm path
Kiko is the 11th named storm of the hurricane season in the Pacific.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick | 2025-09-07
Hurricane Kiko, a slow-moving Category 3 storm, is moving westward and expected to pass Hawaii by the middle of next week. Heavy rains, strong winds and very large waves are anticipated sometime in the Tuesday-into-Wednesday time frame.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying.
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
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Postal traffic to U.S. plunged as tariffs hit cheap goods, U.N. agency says
The de minimus exemption allowed low-value goods to enter the U.S. duty-free. Its suspension caused traffic to "come to a near halt," the U.N. postal agency said.

A postal worker delivers mail on Friday in New York City. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-09-07
Global postal traffic to the United States dropped dramatically immediately after the Trump administration ended an exemption allowing goods worth $800 or less to enter the country duty-free, the United Nations postal organization says.
According to preliminary data from 192 member countries, the Universal Postal Union said Saturday that traffic to the United States declined by 81 percent on Aug. 29 compared with the previous Friday, underscoring some of the disruption that accompanied the rule change.
The de minimis exemption expired at 12:01 a.m. that day, meaning that low-value parcels are now subject to a 10 to 50 percent levy that coincides with the tariff rate of the country of origin, or a flat rate of $80 to $200, depending on which option the merchant chooses.
The new rules place the burden of customs duty collection and remittance on transportation carriers or U.S. Customs and Border Protection-approved third parties, the Switzerland-based UPU said. But the agency said carriers signaled that they weren't willing or able to collect the levies, and postal operators said they did not yet have links with the approved third parties.
The change caused "major operational disruptions," the U.N. agency said -- and 88 postal operators notified the UPU that they suspended some or all postal services to the U.S. until a solution was implemented, it added. They included Germany's Deutsche Post, France's La Poste and Mexico's Correos de Mexico.
The global network saw postal traffic to the U.S. "come to a near halt after the implementation of the new rules," the agency said.
The White House and CBP did not immediately respond to requests for comment early Sunday.
In an effort to ease the disruption, the UPU said it is rolling out a tool for postal operators to calculate how much tax is owed on a package at its point of origin. UPU Director General Masahiko Metoki said the organization's landed-cost calculator "will help get mail moving to the United States again."
For nearly a century, the de minimis rule allowed low-cost merchandise to bypass import taxes. But the Trump administration argued that it enabled drugs to enter the U.S. undetected and created a loophole that foreign businesses took advantage of to avoid paying customs duties. Trump ended the exception for China and Hong Kong in May and extended that suspension to all countries in an executive order signed in July.
The change in rules comes as the Trump administration has set a broader goal of reducing the U.S. trade deficit with many countries -- including by imposing sweeping tariffs on its trading partners. The tariffs, combined with the suspension of the de minimis rule, have caused significant uncertainty for small businesses and consumers, with many overseas suppliers declining to ship their goods to the country until the question of who will bear their cost becomes clearer.
The confusion among postal operators and businesses is partly due to how quickly the rule was implemented, the UPU said in a prior news release. Metoki, its director general, sent a letter to Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Aug. 25 to express UPU member countries' concerns about operational disruptions, it said.
Jaclyn Peiser and Aaron Gregg contributed to this report.
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Rising school costs force some families to choose: Buy pencils or pay bills?
The rising cost of school supplies, increased electric costs and rent, and tighter school budgets has turned the start of school into a financial strain for some.

People shop for school supplies at a Target in San Francisco on Aug. 14. (John G Mabanglo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-09-07
Before the school year started, Aubrey Gonzalez was faced with a difficult decision: whether to buy her 7-year-old daughter the school supplies her teacher requested or pay their electric bill, which shot up $100 in July and another $200 in August.
The list Gonzalez, a 30-year-old single mom in Illinois, got from the school included name-brand products: a four-pack of Clorox wipes ($16.62), a four-pack of Kleenex tissues ($6.98), Ziploc bags ($6.48) and Post-it Notes ($5.88), along with items like pencils, erasers and wired headphones.
Those items, plus her surging electric bill and clothes and a backpack for her growing daughter, exceeded her monthly rent.
Back-to-school shopping is a rite of passage for parents and teachers nationwide. But the rising costs of school supplies, increased electricity bills and rent, and uncertain federal funding have made this year's return to school more financially stressful than usual.
Nearly one-third of back-to-school shoppers this year are adjusting their spending due to inflation, according to a survey from the consumer financial services company Bankrate released in late July. Twenty percent reported that the purchases have or will strain their budget. The latest Labor Department data shows inflation held at 2.7 percent in July, but there are signs that President Donald Trump's tariffs are driving up the costs of everyday goods, The Washington Post has reported.
Gonzalez said she grew up poor and didn't want her daughter to feel the way she did as a child. As the start of school neared, she tried to reduce her electric bill by applying to the federally funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, but she was told she couldn't get assistance until winter. Her car broke down in July, so she couldn't take her child to "backpack drives" or other events aimed at equipping children in need with school supplies.
In the end, Gonzalez spent about $370 getting her daughter ready for school: $160 on items from the school list, $185 on clothes and $25 on a backpack. That, plus the extra $300 in electric costs and $550 in rent, stressed her summer budget.
"I did graduate college and I do have a job, but with groceries, electric and everything else, I feel like I'm constantly being pulled underwater," said Gonzalez, a registered nurse who earns about $1,740 monthly after taxes. To make it all work, she cut "way back" on her monthly grocery bill.
Allie Charmane, a school social worker in Detroit, said more parents have been requesting financial assistance for supplies and other expenses than before the pandemic.
"These are not times we've seen before," she said.
Charmane's school district and the city of Detroit often hold supply drives and offer resources for parents, she said. There are several weekly "back-to-school bashes" that offer free supplies, haircuts and clothes to students in need, and Charmane knows parents who go to nearly a half-dozen throughout the summer and fall to make sure they have enough supplies for the year.
But many parents don't know about these programs, she said, because they are facing financial pressure they've never experienced before. Others are reluctant to go because they're embarrassed.

From left, sisters Audrey and Jubilee Colon pick out new backpacks at a back-to-school supply giveaway at Theodore Roosevelt High School in Chicago in July 2022. (Claire Savage/AP)


Alicia English, a parent living in Detroit, said purchasing paper, pencils, crayons and notebooks isn't too much of a strain, but buying new school uniforms, everyday clothes and shoes is the real difficulty because her children outgrow them so quickly. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the prices of boys' clothing, children's footwear and stationery have increased slightly since last year, though girls' clothing costs have dropped.
"With bills, other responsibilities and children of different ages, it becomes difficult. And I have what some would call a decent job," English said.
The National Center for Education Statistics found that in the 2019-2020 school year, 93.6 percent of teachers spent their own money on classroom supplies without reimbursement and that they spent an average of $459.
James Patterson, a teacher in Baltimore, said the materials budget for his school's science, technology, engineering and math magnet program was cut by 90 percent. He added that his school was coping this year with uncertainty about federal funding. Trump wants to eliminate the  Education Department, and his administration froze more than $1 billion in federal education funds this summer before relenting.
For the first time this year, Patterson's school sent parents a supply list that was labeled "required," rather than "recommended." Students must check out the pencils in their classrooms each day and return them when class ends.
Though he hasn't had to spend his own money on supplies yet, Patterson expects that once his department's materials run out, the cost of new markers or paper will come out of his wallet.
"We're reducing the number of papers that we print out," he said, adding that his department printer was bought through a federal grant. "We're really trying to focus more on using Google and Microsoft Word on the computer, which, again, is tricky because the kids don't have the devices to take home."
As a seventh-grade science teacher, he has had to approach his labs in a more budget-friendly way.
Patterson, who has four children, also spent around $400 on their back-to-school supplies. He ordered them directly through their schools and estimated they cost roughly 10 percent -- about $30 to $40 -- more than last year.
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ICE begins immigration crackdown in Massachusetts, DHS says
The Trump administration has launched an Immigration and Customs Enforcement operation in Massachusetts days after it sued Boston over the city's sanctuary policies.

Community members call for the release of Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainees during a vigil in Boston on Aug. 24. (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


By Grace  Moon, Marianne LeVine | 2025-09-07
The Trump administration has launched an Immigration and Customs Enforcement operation in Massachusetts, saying it would target what it called "the worst of the worst criminal illegal aliens" in the state.
The Department of Homeland Security provided few details on the scale of the latest operation, called Patriot 2.0. But in a statement Saturday, the department said that it followed "the success of Operation Patriot in May." The earlier ICE raids resulted in nearly 1,500 arrests across Massachusetts, including dozens of migrant workers on Martha's Vineyard.
"If you come to our country illegally and break our laws, we will hunt you down, arrest you, deport you, and you will never return," the statement said.
The Massachusetts operation comes as the Trump administration has signaled it is preparing to deploy National Guard troops to Chicago -- a move that local leaders have strongly opposed.
On Thursday, the administration sued Boston and its leaders for allegedly refusing to cooperate with immigration authorities, adding to a string of similar lawsuits against so-called "sanctuary cities."
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu has defended the city's laws, describing the lawsuit Thursday as an "unconstitutional attack on our city." The mayor's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the ICE operation Saturday.
In its statement Saturday, DHS said "sanctuary policies like those pushed by Mayor Wu not only attract and harbor criminals but also place these public safety threats above the interests of law-abiding American citizens."
Trump's border czar Tom Homan vowed last week to increase immigration enforcement across sanctuary cities, saying the administration was planning to "flood the zone" with thousands of agents.
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem has repeatedly said that immigration officers are arresting the "worst of the worst." But a Washington Post analysis of ICE data from June found the administration is increasingly targeting unauthorized immigrants with no criminal record as it ramps up arrests.
Federal authorities said the Massachusetts arrests in May included an alleged MS-13 gang member and someone described as a "child sex offender." But according to community members, most of the migrants had no criminal record and were stopped on their way to work.
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South Korea announces deal to repatriate workers detained in Hyundai raid
South Korea said it intends to repatriate the workers, after more than 300 of its nationals were detained during an immigration raid on a factory in Georgia.

Hyundai's plant in Ellabell, Georgia, seen in March. (Mike Stewart/AP)


By Annabelle Timsit, Michelle Lee, Douglas MacMillan | 2025-09-07
South Korean workers who were detained in a large-scale immigration raid at a Hyundai factory in Georgia will be released and flown home as part of a deal with the United States, the country's presidential office said Sunday.
It comes days after Korean officials said more than 300 of the country's nationals were detained by U.S. law enforcement agents, during the largest worksite enforcement operation to take place so far in President Donald Trump's second term.
In a statement Sunday, the office of the spokesperson for South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said that negotiations with Washington for the release of  the detained workers had concluded and that officials planned to charter a flight to repatriate them.
The statement did not say when the detained workers would be repatriated, but it said they would be flown home after unspecified administrative procedures were finalized.
Federal agents arrested  475 workers on Thursday at the factory in Georgia's Bryan County.

South Korean workers detained in a large-scale immigration raid at a Hyundai factory in Georgia on Sept. 4 will be released and flown home.


The raid came after months of strained negotiations between Washington and Seoul over tariffs and investments and further tested the relationship between the two countries.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment early Sunday.
In July, Trump said he had reached a deal with South Korea to bring down an announced tariff rate of 25 percent to 15 percent instead, stressing that the country would invest $350 billion in the U.S. and purchase $100 billion in American energy. Major South Korean conglomerates, such as Hyundai and LG, would play a big role in driving those investments.
The raid at the electric-vehicle battery factory being built at the Bryan County site -- a joint venture between Hyundai and LG Energy Solution, which is part of the broader LG group -- came as a surprise to many in South Korea after state officials celebrated the investment, with Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) calling it "the largest project in state history" in 2023.
Hyundai has pledged in recent weeks to invest $26 billion in the U.S., and said in a statement that none of those arrested were employed directly by the company. Citing a statement from LG Energy Solution, South Korea's Yonhap News reported that 47 of the detained workers were LG Energy Solution employees -- 46 were South Korean and one was from Indonesia -- and about 250 were from subcontractors.
Video released by ICE showed workers being lined up outside the factory, patted down by officers and put into handcuffs. The majority of them were taken to an ICE detention center in Folkston, Georgia, according to a news briefing on Friday by Steven Schrank, a special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations in Georgia and Alabama.
Schrank said that some of the workers had crossed into the country illegally, some were working in violation of their visas, and some had overstayed their visas. The arrests were part of an ongoing, months-long investigation that involved multiple federal agencies, he said, adding that no criminal charges have been filed yet.
Sarah Owings, an immigration attorney who is representing about 30 of the South Koreans arrested in the raid, said many of the people detained only came to the U.S. in recent weeks under visas that permitted them to work in limited capacities at the Hyundai plant. She said her clients maintain they have not violated the terms of these visas.
"This is going to be very alarming to the business community if people can be arrested and prosecuted on immigration proceedings on this basis," Owings said. "It's going to make people think twice about establishing factories in the United States."
On Saturday, Cho Hyun, South Korea's foreign minister, said the government was "deeply concerned" and felt "a heavy sense of responsibility over the arrests of our nationals."
At a government meeting on Sunday, South Korea's presidential chief of staff, Kang Hoon-sik, pledged to work on reviewing and improving the visa system for workers traveling to the United States to prevent similar incidents in the future, Yonhap News reported.
In an interview with CNN's Jake Tapper on Sunday, border czar Tom Homan said he expects the administration to perform "a lot more worksite enforcement operations" like the Hyundai factory raid.
"No one hires an illegal alien out of the goodness of their heart," Homan said. "They hire them because they can work them harder, pay them less, and undercut the competition that hires U.S. citizen employees. They drive wages down."
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Europe
Russia's largest-ever air attack on Ukraine burns Kyiv government building
Russia unleashed a massive air assault on Ukraine early Sunday, setting the main government building in Kyiv ablaze for the first time during the war.

A firefighting helicopter drops water over the main Ukrainian government building after Russian drone and missile strikes in Kyiv on Sunday. (Yevhenii Zavhorodnii/Reuters)


By Siobhan O'Grady, Serhiy Morgunov | 2025-09-07

Smoke billowed from the main government building in Kyiv on Sept. 7, after Russia unleashed a massive air assault on the country.


KYIV -- Russia unleashed its largest-ever air assault on Ukraine early Sunday, sending more than 800 drones and 13 missiles into the country in an hours-long attack that set the main government building in Kyiv ablaze for the first time during the war. A Russian drone also struck a residential building in the capital, killing at least three people, including a mother and her infant son. At least 20 other people were wounded in Kyiv, officials said.
The morning attack sent residents running to bomb shelters as plumes of smoke rose over the city center. The assault marked the largest number of Russian drones sent into Ukraine in a single day and continued a worrying trend of increased Russian attacks on the center of the capital, following another major strike on Kyiv last week.
"Such killings now, when real diplomacy could already have begun, are a deliberate crime and an attempt to prolong the war," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky wrote on Telegram. "It has been said more than once in Washington that sanctions will follow for refusing to talk. We must implement everything that was agreed upon in Paris."
Zelensky's comments appeared to be directed at President Donald Trump, who has repeatedly threatened to impose tougher sanctions on Russia. Kyiv -- pointing to a wave of recent deadly attacks against civilians -- has urged Washington to follow through.
When asked Sunday outside the White House whether he was ready to impose more sanctions on Russia, Trump replied: "Yes. I am."
His chief economic adviser, Kevin Hassett, called the Russian attack on Kyiv "very disappointing" and said it may warrant additional sanctions. "There will be a lot talk today and tomorrow about the level of sanctions and the timing of sanctions," Hassett said on CBS News's "Face the Nation."
Zelensky visited Paris to meet with European and U.S. officials last week and discuss future security guarantees for his country in the event of a ceasefire. Russian President Vladimir Putin, meanwhile, proposed that Zelensky visit Moscow -- a nonstarter for Kyiv -- if he is serious about ending the war.
"I can't go to Moscow ... when my country is under missiles, under attacks each day," Zelensky said in an interview with ABC News's "This Week" that aired Sunday morning. He said he told Trump, "I'm ready for any kind of meeting -- but not in Russia -- any kind of meeting, bilateral, trilateral."
Trump announced last month after hosting Putin in Alaska that the next steps in talks would involve a face-to-face meeting between the Russian leader and Zelensky. Such a prospect briefly seemed possible, with Zelensky agreeing that he would be ready to meet Putin in various locations, including the Middle East or Europe.
But Putin's latest comments, and Moscow's relentless attacks on Ukraine, suggest the Kremlin is not seriously engaging with the process. In addition to regular airstrikes on major Ukrainian cities, Russia also continues to inch forward on the front line in Ukraine's east and south.
Ukrainian officials are also pleading for more air defense support and weaponry to allow Ukraine to protect itself against Russian attacks that target civilian infrastructure each day. Ukraine's air defenses shot down or suppressed 751 drones and missiles of the more than 800 launched into the country since 5 p.m. on Saturday, officials said Sunday. But the sheer number of targets is stretching thin Ukraine's already overworked air defense systems.
Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko visited the damaged Cabinet of Ministers headquarters, posting footage of herself stepping through the wreckage of the historic building that houses offices of many of the country's top officials. Firefighters were deployed to the government headquarters all morning to quell the flames burning through the roof.
"We will rebuild what has been destroyed. But the lives lost cannot be restored. Russia continues to terrorize and murder our people every single day," Svyrydenko wrote on X, adding that Ukraine's partners must intensify sanctions -- especially against Russian oil and gas industries. "And most importantly, Ukraine needs weapons. Only strength can stop the terror and prevent Russia from killing Ukrainians every day."
It was not immediately clear whether the building took a direct hit or Ukraine's air defenses had shot down the armed drone and debris sparked the fire. Helicopters swooped over the city for hours, pouring water onto various buildings that were struck overnight.
Drone and missile warnings continued to blare in the capital as firefighters hosed down the government building early Sunday. As Washington Post reporters arrived on the scene, another Russian drone buzzed overhead, sending police and other emergency responders running for cover.
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said the fire in the government building followed "the suspected downing of a drone."

Firefighters work at a residential building struck during the Russian attacks Sunday. (Genya Savilov/AFP/Getty Images)


At one Kyiv apartment building struck by a drone, an elderly woman named Valentyna stood outside Sunday waiting for news of her son-in-law Edward, 55, who was trapped under rubble in his bedroom. The Post is withholding her last name because close family members had not yet been informed about his fate.
Valentyna said she woke up in her bedroom in the family apartment the moment the drone hit early Sunday. Edward's bedroom door was locked, and as the apartment filled with smoke, she ran downstairs to beg for help reaching him. A neighbor rushed upstairs and heard Edward confirm from the other side of his door that he was alive but stuck and needed help. Before rescue workers could reach him, the fire spread, and his room collapsed, she said, sending several floors from the building crashing to the ground and burying Edward under more rubble. His phone continued to ring all morning, but he did not answer.
Valentyna frantically called her daughter, Edward's wife, Tetiana, to tell her to rush to Kyiv from the southeastern Zaporizhzhia region, where she is a soldier serving on the front line. Edward is also a soldier, she said, who was on three days of sick leave from his job in an air defense unit that is tasked with stopping these kinds of strikes.
While waiting for news of Edward, she said, she watched her neighbor -- a young man who was displaced from Ukraine's war-torn east -- scream for his child and wife. The man was badly wounded and rushed to a hospital. Soon after, rescuers found his wife and infant child dead, Valentyna said. The couple's bed and the baby's crib had fallen six stories.
"They were a very beautiful family," she said. The wife was pregnant when they purchased the flat about six months ago. "They were so happy and in love."
"I saw the bodies," she added. "She was lying on her bed face down."
The apartment block where the families lived was originally built to house Ukrainians who had to flee Pripyat, the city where employees of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant lived until the disaster there displaced them in 1986.
Valentyna, whose husband was one of the liquidators who helped clean up Chernobyl and later died after developing disabilities from exposure, said her family was the first to move into the building. Now it was the scene of a new tragedy.
Vita Alekseyeva, 45, stood outside watching her 6-year-old son, Lev, play with crayons and clay as firefighters dumped water on their building. They had narrowly escaped the strike, but all the windows in their apartment were broken. She was not surprised the attacks continued despite recent peace talks. "Russia just wants to kill us," she said.
Tetiana Ponomaryova, 40, stood outside her damaged apartment building, her trembling dog -- Nika, an 8-year-old vizsla -- tucked between her legs. The building had no bomb shelter, she said, so she rushed to the hallway when she heard the hum of the drone intensify. Then her windows shattered.
Such attacks on Ukraine will not end, she said, until Washington puts real pressure on Putin to stop the war. Trump's repeated shifts in stance toward Putin and Zelensky -- at times, appearing to favor one over the other -- have deeply frustrated Ukrainians, who are exhausted after more than three years of full-scale war and are desperate for an end to the violence that besieges their country daily.
Last week, Trump suggested that a summit in Shanghai between Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un was held to "conspire against" the United States. Kim, who has sent thousands of troops to assist Russia in its war against Ukraine, promised to do even more for Moscow.
Under constant attack by Russia, many Ukrainians have dismissed the recent talks hosted by Trump as little more than a political show that is allowing Putin to prolong his war.
Any negotiations that have happened so far, Ponomaryova said, do not amount to progress. "Peace talks are not happening for real -- they're just fake," she said. "What's for real is that the war continues. If not here, then in another city in Ukraine. If it's not us, it's someone else."
When asked whether she had any message for Trump, she replied: "Enjoy your golf game while we are dying."
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Europe
Germany's latest prep for war: A national ravioli reserve
Wary of a warmongering Russia, Germany is refitting its military, buying weapons, recruiting soldiers and also contemplating new strategic reserves of canned food. 

A customer shops in a REWE supermarket bus in the town of Lohne, Germany, in July 2023. (Andre Pain/AFP/Getty Images)


By Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener | 2025-09-07
BERLIN -- Tanks? In production. Missiles? On order. Ravioli? Still cooking them up.
Germany is preparing for a war it hopes never to fight. In the face of Russian aggression, the German government has pledged to make the country kriegstuchtig -- fit for war -- by 2029, the year officials believe Russia could be ready to strike a NATO member.
The first step was overhauling spending and debt rules to allow more money to flow to military needs. The country is also working to build up defense manufacturing and embarking on a major military recruitment drive that will likely include reinstating a form of compulsory service.
Next up on the list: a strategic ravioli reserve.
Germany's agriculture and food minister is calling for a rethink of national stockpiles by including more ready-to-eat meals. His plan: Create a "national reserve of ready-made products that can be consumed immediately after heating," such as canned ravioli and canned lentils.
"We are currently in a security situation that makes us all think," the minister, Alois Rainer, said on Politico's Berlin Playbook podcast. "For me, it is important that, in addition to the supply of military equipment, food security also plays a major role."

Alois Rainer, Germany's minister of agriculture and food, has called for a national reserve of foods like ravioli to prepare for the possibility of war. (Jens Kalaene/AP)


For decades, Germany's emergency reserves have consisted mainly of unprocessed staples like grains and dried lentils. Rainer thinks these take too long to prepare in a crisis.
His proposal would cost up to $105 million and rely on major food chains to manage logistics and storage. The Food and Agriculture Ministry did not respond to a request for further comment.
Rainer emphasized that the stockpile is needed not just in the event of war, but also for other crises, such as natural disasters or a nuclear accident at a power plant. Still, it's the threat of a Russian attack on Europe that is top of mind for policymakers and the German public.
The notion of a national ravioli reserve has drawn lighthearted headlines across German media. But it also underscores the serious peril confronting European security at the moment.
In the 80 years since World War II, Germany has largely adopted a pacifist stance. Now, the looming risk of war -- and fear that the United States might not jump to Europe's defense -- is causing a societal rethink from top to bottom. Most attention has focused on rearmament and military readiness, but the ravioli debate highlights how war affects nearly every element of life -- a sobering reality illustrated daily in Ukraine -- and how little time there is to get prepared.
"Our thinking has changed, so that when you talk about defense capability, you shouldn't just consider the military side," said Florian Weber, head of operations at the Technisches Hilfswerk, Germany's federal civil protection organization, which coordinates technical emergency and disaster relief.
"It's also very much about protecting the population," Weber said. "Because I believe the example of the war in Ukraine shows that while military capabilities are very important, it's also crucial for the state to signal that civil protection can still provide the population with basic services."
The idea of revamping food stockpiles has drawn praise, but skeptics also warn of hurdles, from limited shelf life to the logistical and financial burden of regular replenishment.
National stockpiles are nothing new, having existed in Germany since the 1960s, but they often went unnoticed, or unappreciated. When the interior minister at the time, Thomas de Maiziere, advised Germans in 2016 to maintain an emergency supply of food and water at home, he was widely mocked for buying into the "prepper" mentality associated with American survivalists or fringe groups. Critics accused him of fearmongering following a number of terrorist attacks in Europe, prompting headlines of Germans "hamstering" away food.
A pandemic later, with memories of toilet paper and pasta shortages still fresh, that kind of guidance is heeded differently today. A German government guide currently urges households to store at least a three-day supply of food, and ideally enough for up to 10 days -- as well as basic medicines, candles, a battery-powered radio and other essentials.
As Germany considers adding canned ravioli to its emergency essentials, European neighbors have their own priorities.
In Switzerland, for example, a 2019 proposal by the Swiss Federal Council to completely do away with the country's mandatory coffee stockpile was met with such widespread opposition that the idea was abandoned. Norway advises keeping on hand iodine tablets to protect against radiation in case of nuclear emergencies, as well as playing cards and board games to pass the time.
Food and other supplies, however, are only part of the challenge. Earlier this summer, Germany's top civil protection official said the country must urgently expand its network of shelters. Of 2,000 bunkers from the Cold War era, only 579 remain, with space for just 478,000 people -- or 0.5 percent of the 83.5 million population. Finland, by contrast, maintains some 50,000 shelters, enough for 85 percent of its 5.6 million people.
"For a long time, there was a widespread belief in Germany that war was not a scenario for which we needed to prepare," Ralph Tiesler, head of Germany's Federal Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Assistance, told the Suddeutsche Zeitung newspaper this summer. "That has changed."
Tiesler's office wants to repurpose subway stations, basements and underground garages into shelters, a spokesperson told The Washington Post. A digital directory of shelters is also being compiled for an app.
Officials are urging citizens to do their part. "Build up enough supplies to last you for 10 days if possible," Tiesler told Suddeutsche Zeitung. "Even a supply for at least 72 hours is very helpful."
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Europe
As LGBTQ+ pilgrims cross Vatican's Holy Door, some see church in transition
About 1,450 participants from 22 countries hoped for a sign from Pope Leo XIV that he would continue the LGBTQ+ outreach of his predecessor.

LGBTQ+ pilgrims pass through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica during a pilgrimage tied to the Catholic Church's Holy Year, at the Vatican on Saturday. (Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-09-07
VATICAN CITY -- As a gathering of LGBTQ+ Catholic pilgrims approached the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica on Saturday, a chant went up. A hymn with a resounding refrain.
"We are here."
During the first LGBTQ+ event permitted by the Vatican for a Holy Year jubilee -- the once-every-quarter-century call to Rome for Catholic pilgrims -- the group was permitted entry into the inner sanctum of the Catholic church carrying high a rainbow cross. Many entered adorned in the colors of gay pride, including an ordained priest and a pilgrim wearing the gay flag as a cape. As they walked through the sacred basilica, some same-sex couples held hands.
The taboo-breaking event was scheduled before the death of Pope Francis, and many of the roughly 1,450 participants from 22 countries had hoped for a sign from Pope Leo XIV that he would continue the LGBTQ+ outreach of his predecessor.
The new American pope, according to two senior church officials, had privately approved an official jubilee Mass for the group on Saturday. But by Sunday, the gay jubilee came and went without public acknowledgment from Leo, who had a busy weekend that included the canonization of two saints.
As the gay jubilee began Friday, many participants said they would be disappointed to leave without a public gesture from Leo. But as it drew to a close, several participants said the church's reception was enough. It was evidence, they said, of a transition after decades in which LGBTQ+ Catholics were ostracized.
Catholic teachings still describe homosexuality as "evil," and some in the faith had sought to have the gay pilgrimage canceled.
Francis's ministry, participants said, ended the isolation of gay Catholics, and they expressed confidence that Leo would follow.
"It will have to happen another time," said Sergio Caravaggio, 58, one of the event's organizers. "I suppose it was hard for him now."
For those in the group, one of the most memorable moments came Saturday, when they made their pilgrimage through the basilica's Holy Door, an act that, especially in a jubilee year, is meant as a rite of redemption. A leader among the group carried a symbol embraced by gay Catholics: a rainbow cross. During at least one event in the past, Vatican staff had forbidden such a cross inside the church.
The cross's bearer, Armando Capasso, 40, a gay teacher from Naples, was preparing to place it to one side before passing through the Holy Door. To his surprise, a Vatican staffer and guard signaled the okay, and waved him in. He was permitted to hold it high throughout St. Peter's Basilica.
"I am in shock," Capasso said, pausing as he held back tears. "The church sees us without our masks, and lets us in."
Some participants described the gay jubilee as "surreal" -- a sign of how far they had come under Francis.
Francis never changed Catholic doctrine that defines homosexuality as "intrinsically disordered," and held firm that the sacrament of marriage should be reserved for the union of man and woman. But he endorsed same-sex civil unions and authorized Catholic priests to conduct short blessings of same-sex couples under his motto of allowing "everyone, everyone, everyone" into the church.
The gay jubilee included a Friday night prayer vigil at Rome's Church of the Gesu, mother church of Francis's Jesuit order.
During the service, priests heard confession in multiple languages as LGBTQ+ Catholics and allies stood up and testified to the power of acceptance. At the gay jubilee's main Mass on Saturday, some in the standing-room only crowd wept during the homily of Bishop Francesco Savino, vice president of the Italian Bishops' Conference, who told The Washington Post that Francis, and later, Leo, personally authorized him to celebrate the LGBTQ+ Mass.
"The jubilee is a time of reconciliation, and we should now be talking of restorative justice," Savino said. "Brothers, sisters, I say with emotion that it is time to give back dignity, especially to those who were denied."
The Rev. Luca Lunardon, 41, a Catholic priest from Veneto, Italy, who ministers to LGBTQ+ Catholics, said "none of this would have been possible before Francis."
"I think the position of [Pope Leo] is very complicated," Lunardon added. "But I think he will follow."
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Asia
Japanese leader Ishiba announces resignation after electoral defeats
Shigeru Ishiba's move comes after his Liberal Democratic Party lost two elections, exacerbating an unusual period of political uncertainty in Japan.

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba arrives at the prime minister's official residence in Tokyo on Sunday. (Kyodo/Reuters)


By Michelle Lee, Chie Tanaka | 2025-09-07
Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba announced Sunday that he would resign after less than a year in the role, following two crushing parliamentary defeats that cost the long-governing ruling party its coalition majority in both legislative chambers.
He said he made the decision upon the conclusion of tariff negotiations with the United States, which he had repeatedly called a "national crisis," arguing that they needed to be handled under his administration.
The two nations signed a memorandum of understanding last week, and a U.S. executive order was also issued, outlining the investments that Japan plans to make in the U.S. in exchange for lower tariff rates.
After those steps, Ishiba said, he believed it was "the appropriate moment ... to step aside and pass the baton to the next leader."
"I felt that this matter had reached a significant milestone," Ishiba said during a news conference Sunday. "I have consistently said that one should not cling to office, and that the right decision should be made at the appropriate time after fulfilling one's responsibilities."
Ishiba said he is stepping down as party leader, and therefore as leader of the country. His Liberal Democratic Party will now decide when to hold an election to select his successor.
His resignation exacerbates an unusual period of political uncertainty in Japan, one of the world's most stable democracies and a major U.S. security ally where the ruling LDP has remained in power almost uninterrupted for nearly seven decades.
Ishiba took power in October promising to tackle rising prices and to reform his party, which had been struggling after a fundraising scandal.
But shortly after he took the helm, the party lost its absolute majority in the more powerful lower house of parliament for the first time in 15 years.
The loss significantly weakened Ishiba's standing; then came the blow of the July upper house election loss, leaving the party without a coalition majority in either chamber of parliament after governing almost continuously since 1955.
Ishiba had resisted calls for his resignation. But momentum began to build within some parts of the party to push for his ouster. The LDP had been set to decide Monday whether to hold a special election to potentially remove Ishiba.
The instability comes as Japan deals with an unpredictable U.S. president in the trade negotiations and with increasing security threats from China.
Ishiba said he regretted that he could not restore trust in politics, particularly regarding the role of money -- a reference to the fundraising scandal that had embroiled his party. He said he is concerned about the party's future in the absence of true reform.
"Our Liberal Democratic Party must take responsibility and draw a clear line," Ishiba said. "The LDP must never be a party that acts only for immediate gain or for self-interest."
Ishiba apologized to the nation for his decision to resign, saying he would spend his remaining days as prime minister focusing on issues voters care about.
"To the people of Japan, I deeply apologize for having to resign in this manner. I am truly sorry," Ishiba said.
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Europe
Pope Leo canonizes Carlo Acutis, the teen deemed 'God's Influencer'
He played video games like other teenagers but was also fascinated by the Eucharist and, since his death from leukemia at age 15, is credited with two miracles. 

(Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-09-07

A portrait of Carlo Acutis, who will be canonized Sunday, hangs outside St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican. (Domenico Stinellis/AP)


VATICAN CITY -- Tens of thousands of worshipers filled St. Peter's Square on Sunday for the canonization of the Catholic Church's first millennial saint, a London-born computer whiz who played Super Mario as well as read the Bible.
In some ways, Carlo Acutis was a boy like any other. In other ways, his family says, he was always different.
Raised in Milan by a prominent Italian Catholic family until his death from leukemia in 2006 at age 15, he spoke his first word at 3 months, his mother says, and could speak clearly before he was half a year old.
As a child, she said, Acutis became fascinated with the mystery of the Eucharist -- the transformation of bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ. While other children played soccer or dated, Acutis would conduct exhaustive research on miraculous events linked to the Holy Host.
He called the wafer a "highway to heaven."

Tens of thousands of worshipers filled St. Peter's Square on Sept. 7 for the canonization of Carlo Acutis, the Catholic Church's first millennial saint.


"When he was 9 years old, he was not like a 9-year-old normal child," Antonia Salzano, Acutis's mother, told The Washington Post. "No, he was like an old person with this intuition. He had received special skills from God."
The making of a modern saint is a boon to a church that has sometimes struggled to connect with youths and that in Acutis finds an identifiable, tech-savvy, video game-loving boy (who nevertheless is said to have limited himself to one hour a week of video games). Acutis's road to sainthood ranks among the fastest in modern history, and his popularity among the faithful has exploded -- luring many thousands to glimpse his remains in Assisi, the Italian city famous as the home of Saint Francis.
On Sunday, the throng of the faithful -- including school groups and youth from across the globe -- packed St. Peter's Square for the canonization Mass. "Today is a wonderful day for all of Italy, for the whole Church, for the whole world," Pope Leo XIV declared.
In Catholic catechism classrooms from Chicago to Rome, Acutis is emerging as a rock star saint. He largely predated the era of TikTok, Twitter and even Facebook and was no social media maven. But Pope Francis, who championed his cause and saw him as motivational for Catholic youths, dubbed Acutis: "God's Influencer."
"Carlo was well aware that the whole apparatus of communications, advertising and social networking can be used to lull us, to make us addicted to consumerism and buying the latest thing on the market, obsessed with our free time, caught up in negativity," Francis said in 2019. "Yet he knew how to use the new communications technology to transmit the Gospel, to communicate values and beauty."

Students at St. John Berchmans School in Chicago, part of Blessed Carlo Acutis Parish, hold items often linked to Acutis before Mass on Wednesday. (Jessie Wardarski/AP)


Acutis's original canonization ceremony had been scheduled for April 27 but was postponed following Francis's death.
On Sunday, Acutis, along with another Italian -- Pier Giorgio Frassati, who died in 1925 -- became the first saints canonized by the new American pope. Choruses of hymns and chants of the Litany of the Saints filled the square as Leo, adorned in gold vestments, presided. Two elaborate vessels containing relics of Acutis -- a piece of his heart -- and Frassati rested on a covered platform.
"We enroll them among the saints, decreeing they shall be venerated by all the church," Leo said. Acutis's mother, attending the canonization in a black veil, wept.
"We like him because he's young and a source of inspiration for us," said Cristiano Zamporri, 13, a student from Milan who wore an Acutis scarf around his neck. "I was amazed at how, in a world running so fast, he managed to give his testimony of God."
The young man's rapid rise to sainthood, a process than can take decades, or even centuries, has also generated skeptics within the faith.
Even his supporters note that Acutis's cause enjoyed special advantages, including being the son of an extremely wealthy Italian family that had influence within the Vatican and had made contributions to the church. Acutis's father and paternal grandfather are major insurance industry executives. Before his death, Acutis's mother became the curator of a Vatican committee on martyrs. Acutis also had two previous saints in his family tree.
"Antonia had a direct relationship with the Holy See," said Antonio Gaspari, a Catholic journalist and longtime family friend. "She was quite an independent donor and was never asking for anything back."
Gaspari first met Acutis when the boy was 11 and described "remarkable" conversations with him during a Catholic conference. He said Acutis was always "extraordinary" and believes he would have been canonized regardless of the family's influence. "He was profound," Gaspari said.
Others, however, find the Vatican's fervent embrace of Acutis part of a campaign that seemed to border on secular marketing.
"He has the profile of a young devout boy with traits that are not particularly meaningful, except for those that have to do with his dedication to the Eucharist and prayer," said Andrea Grillo, a Rome-based Catholic theologian. "The speed is unusual and surely due to the organization of those who patronized the cause."

An image of Carlo Acutis is seen during his beatification celebrated by Cardinal Agostino Vallini, center, in Assisi, Italy, in 2020. (Gregorio Borgia/AP)


Nicola Gori, the Vatican postulator -- a sort of saint investigator -- on the Acutis case, who was handpicked by Salzano to write a book on the boy's life, emphatically denied that. "This is completely untrue," Gori said. "The whole process would have been the same had he been poor. It's the same for everyone. It wasn't sped up because there was money involved. If there hadn't been a fame of sanctity, it would have come to a stop."
Salzano took umbrage with criticisms of the campaign and pushed back at allegations in a March Economist article that questioned whether her son had truly evangelized the faith among his friends.
"If you want to see the truth, you have to see all the witnesses, all the priests that saw Carlo each day in Mass, each day to do a Eucharistic adoration," she said, "the people that were helped [by] Carlo. The church did an inquiry, a very serious inquiry. The church is not so easy to open a process of canonization."
His mother, one of his former teachers and others who knew him or researched his past paint a picture of a child who nudged some of those he met, including his own parents -- who were Catholic, but initially not particularly observant -- closer to the faith.
Salzano described her son as surprisingly devout at a young age and with a personality rooted in kindness. He took to distributing his allowance to the homeless and needy people in Milan.
His fascination with the Eucharist became the core of his cause for sainthood. He scoured online for information about a highly esoteric subject: miracles associated with the holy wafer, she said. With the aid of his parents, he went to libraries and other religious centers in search of information on specific cases. He assembled a catalogue and presentation that ultimately became a traveling exhibition and was disseminated globally online after his death.

Antonia Salzano, mother of Carlo Acutis, seen in April. (Tiziana Fabi/AFP/Getty Images)


Fabrizio Zaggia, 57, a religion teacher at the Leone XIII school of Milan who taught Acutis, described him as "the saint next door." He recalled him as filled with questions but, above all, kind.
"He didn't quote from the Bible or theological discourses, but he would see his classmate a little isolated during recess, go to him, and spend time with him," Zaggia said. "There was the kid who was having trouble studying, and he would invite him home, or make himself available to help him out."
Acutis died in October 2006 after short battle with leukemia. His enormous funeral at the Santa Maria Segreta Church in Milan, observers say, generated a scent of sanctity.
Inside, it was standing room only. Spillover crowds gathered in the streets. "Among these people, there were beggars, foreigner people, we had Muslims, we had Sikhs, because Carlo was a friend of all these people he had met in his life, especially when he used to do charity work," Salzano said.
A cause for sainthood cannot officially begin until five years after death. A local bishop must establish the heroic virtues of a candidate. Witnesses are called and evidence examined. After being passed to the Vatican, the process involves several more requirements, including research by an official postulator, and two proven miracles.
In Acutis's case, he was beatified -- an initial step to sainthood that can occur following one miracle -- in 2020 after a boy in Brazil was said to be healed of an annular pancreas after his mother prayed to Acutis. Then, on July 8, 2022, a daughter of a Costa Rican woman was said to have recovered from a traumatic brain injury after she prayed at Acutis's tomb in Assisi.
Veneration of Acutis, according to Archbishop Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi, has appeared to awaken something in Catholic youths.
"We are amazed not only by what's happening in Assisi, but also [among] people from all over the world," Sorrentino said. "There are so many young people who come, who are approaching or re-approaching the faith."
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Europe
Russian comedians try for laughs amid dangers of making the wrong joke
The wartime crackdown has all but destroyed the once-vibrant stand-up comedy scene, but some persevere and live in fear of going viral and being denounced.

Russian stand-up comedian Aleksandr (Sasha) Dolgopolov performs at Koshini bar in Tbilisi, Georgia, in a May 21, 2022, fundraising event for Ukraine. Dolgopolov had previously fled Russia amid safety fears. (Daro Sulakauri/Getty Images)


By Francesca Ebel, Robyn Dixon, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-09-07
MOSCOW -- At a bar in downtown Moscow, a stone's throw from the Kremlin, the comedian stepped out into the purple lights and picked up the microphone.
A modest crowd had gathered to drink beers, to laugh and unwind from the pressures of the week.
"I'm a patriot, by the way," the comedian said, by way of introduction. "If there are any nationalists in the room, please applaud with your right hand!"
His joke was met with an uncomfortable silence. A couple in the front tittered nervously.
"I love coats of arms and anthems," the comedian soldiered on, unfazed. "Shall we just cancel the stand-up and have a national anthem karaoke night?" This too, drew subdued laughter.
Welcome to wartime Russia, where political humor is now taboo and comedians and audiences are keenly aware that the wrong joke can land them in jail.
The show had been organized by a collective of self-described avant-garde comedians and had only been advertised in small circles, among people who were ready, the comedian later explained, "to experiment" and "dig a little deeper." But even here, the tension showed.
Before the 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine and President Vladimir Putin's sweeping repression, stand-up comedy was an edgy and popular genre. Like late Soviet rock music, it captured the energy and youthful defiance of a generation yearning for a free, open society.
Being a comedian was often fraught, but the crackdown accompanying the war has all but choked off the art form as authorities subdue one of the last islands of creative freedom. Those left in Russia largely stick to tame, escapist family-friendly jokes, leaving the political material to those who have chosen exile.
Inside Russia, Putin, politics and the war are obviously out of the question, but anything that pokes fun at religion or traditional values is also taboo, as are jokes that even obliquely condone drugs, abortion, LGBTQ+ people or women who don't want children.
It's not just the security services that pose a threat: Ultranationalist pro-war "activists" show up and film comedy shows, hoping to denounce performers to the authorities.
In March, comedian Artemy Ostanin was arrested after a joke about a legless man whizzing around the Moscow metro on a skateboard. After military bloggers denounced him for insulting Ukraine war veterans -- although he did not mention the war and denies that is what he meant -- he is now in detention facing up to six years in prison for allegedly inciting hatred.
"Now you can joke about family, the subway, for example, and I don't know what else, but no hint of politics," said the Moscow-based comedian from the club, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the risk of arrest or legal harassment. "But now people are just more tense when they hear jokes about politics. Because there is a feeling, 'Will I get in trouble if I react to it?'"

Comedian Denis Chuzhoy performs in Belgrade, Serbia, in August 2022. Chuzhoy has left Russia and now tours Europe and the United States. (Konstantin Kondrukhov)


Denis Chuzhoy, who now tells his jokes outside Russia, recalls the time soon after the war began when he saw agents from Russia's Federal Security Service filming his show in a small Moscow comedy club. He quickly dropped his jokes about Putin and politics, but was determined at least to make them laugh.
Somewhere in midst of his darkly humorous monologue about self-esteem, depression and death -- one of his signature themes -- one of them finally cracked up.
He didn't last much longer in Russia. In March 2022, after a series of telephone death threats following his condemnation of the February invasion of Ukraine, two men accosted him onstage at venue in Vologda, northeast of Moscow. They were carrying a funeral wreath and card, addressed "to a traitor of Russia."
"Oh, finally I got my merch," he quipped at the time. But he knew that "something is terribly wrong with the society," so he left.
Now he tours Europe and the United States, doing shows in Russian as Denis Chuzhoy and in English as Dan the Stranger, with the pitch, "Who will get me first: HBO or KGB?"
After he was designated a foreign agent by Russian authorities last year, his routine is now peppered with jokes about self-esteem, the FSB and the telephone death threats: The FSB was at his show? That must mean he'd made it!
"Being anti-war, being anti-Putin is illegal now, so I couldn't do a lot of my jokes," he tells his audience. "I had to do the trailers of my jokes. I would start my last shows in Russia by just saying, 'One day, he will die.' That was the whole joke. Everybody laughed and applauded."
Back in present-day Moscow, things are going better at the stand-up show in the bar. The comedian has moved on from his edgy, political jokes. The tension has dissipated as other comedians talked about sex, relationships and the absurdity of daily life -- interspersed with funny impressions.
The comedian's co-host, however, veered back into political territory at the end of the show with a joke portraying Putin as soft and feminine -- which he abruptly cut short.
"Well, that's the whole joke! That's all the political satire that is possible in Russia today. Thank you for coming!"
After the show, five young comedians -- whom The Washington Post is not identifying because of potential risks to their security -- described how they were less afraid of a tepid failed joke than a wildly successful risky one that could go viral online and get them arrested.
Smart and thoughtful, they expressed both hope and loss, striving to carve out what freedom they could despite having to shrink their ambitions.
"I wouldn't want to go to jail for a joke. But at the same time, you start thinking, 'Why the hell should I go to jail for a joke?'" said the co-host. "That's when you start to wonder, 'What's going on in general?' Why can't I go out and say what I personally don't like, what I think is strange, stupid and so on?'"
Hemmed in by suffocating wartime censorship and humorless nationalists, they expressed a yearning to break barriers, to be excellent comedians and to find a way to do something new and interesting.
While the comedian's riff on nationalists fell rather flat, he told The Post that it was important to make people uncomfortable and to get people to engage a little with political tensions of the day. As a left-wing liberal, he said, his goal was to play on the unresolved political divisions within Russia that color everything in black and white.
"In my opinion, Russian society as a whole has become more right-wing ... and this is a problem that needs to be talked about and raised in every way possible," he said. "At least through humor, we can find some kind of unconventional solution and, at the very least, have a laugh."
But jokes had to be written "very carefully" and sometimes were not worth the risk, he added.
"Now you should think 20 times how your joke would be perceived and whether this joke is worth the effort," he said. Jokes even hinting at political turbulence -- for example, a vague reference to how state television airs "Swan Lake" during coups -- automatically create tension.
"Nowadays, the audience doesn't judge how funny a joke is," chimed in his co-host. "They judge how much trouble the comedian will get into after telling it."

Russian police stand guard in Moscow's Red Square during a military music festival on Aug. 21. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


Those who gave up successful careers on the stand-up circuit and left Russia are nostalgic for the joyful freedom of stand-up before the crackdown, when being funny was all that mattered.
"We were obsessed," said Ilya Ovechkin, who left Russia after the war began. "Our industry was built by dreamers, built by people who really wanted to be stand-up comedians. It was something new. It was something fresh. And the authorities didn't know about us. Nobody paid attention to us. So we could do whatever we wanted."
Russian viewers' distaste these days for anything political also affects those who have gone abroad, since their YouTube audiences are still largely within Russia. If political jokes once elicited applause, now they feel stale, Ovechkin said.
"When the war started and we emigrated, I did a lot of Putin jokes because it was really something fresh, and we wanted to say it," he said, but that soon felt predictable and repetitive, not edgy or groundbreaking.
"What would you say? 'He's a dictator, he's a war criminal.' Okay, that's all. It's not funny. Putin is not funny anymore."
Those who left and those who stayed understand each other's difficulties. Outside Russia, it's hard to live away from home and family and develop a foreign following. Inside Russia, the opportunities and money are good, but the risks are high.
But the co-host from the show did his best to be positive. To him, the only option is to keep searching for that elusive perfect joke, in spite of political censorship.
"We shouldn't forget that this is art. It's about creativity, and it doesn't always have to be about politics. It can be about timeless topics that will always be relevant," he said.
The group nodded in agreement.
"Given that we have all these restrictions and we have to somehow still exist and continue our work ... in a way this only make us stronger as comedians," he said.
Dixon and Abbakumova reported from Riga, Latvia.
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Middle East
Sanctions on Palestinian rights groups expand Trump's fight with ICC
Analysts say the designations of three rights groups could impede the court's efforts to gather evidence of Israel's conduct in its war against Hamas in Gaza.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio's designations prohibit U.S. entities from doing business with the human rights groups. (Alex Brandon/AP)


By Cate Brown | 2025-09-07
The Trump administration is expanding its campaign against the International Criminal Court with new sanctions on three Palestinian human rights groups that have asked the ICC to investigate Israel over allegations of genocide in Gaza. Analysts say the designations by Secretary of State Marco Rubio could impede the court's efforts to gather evidence of Israel's conduct in its war against Hamas in Gaza.
The designations Thursday prohibit U.S. entities from doing business with the Palestinian Center for Human Rights, the Al Mezan Center for Human Rights and Al-Haq. Third-party groups such as banks or website providers have been given one month to wind down business transactions with the organizations, according to the Office of Foreign Assets Control.
"These entities have directly engaged in efforts by the [ICC] to investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute Israeli nationals, without Israel's consent," Rubio said in a statement. "We oppose the ICC's politicized agenda, overreach, and disregard for the sovereignty of the United States and that of our allies."
The ICC in November issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former defense minister Yoav Gallant for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity. (It has also issued warrants for three Hamas commanders; all have been killed by Israeli forces.) Neither Israel nor the United States recognize the court's jurisdiction.
Legal scholars warned that the sanctions threatened international norms and could undermine U.S. standing as a defender of human rights.
"Sanctions are designed to hold criminal perpetrators accountable, or punish those who act against U.S. foreign policy and national security interests," said Mohsen Farshneshani, a principal attorney at the Washington-based Sanctions Law Center. "They're not meant to muzzle those who are documenting human rights atrocities."
The designations were issued under emergency powers invoked by President Donald Trump in February, when he accused the ICC of "illegitimate and baseless actions targeting America and our close ally Israel." He said any effort to investigate or prosecute "protected persons," including Israeli officials, posed an "extraordinary threat" to U.S. national security.
Trump has also invoked emergency powers to impose tariffs on imports, deport immigrants and dispatch the National Guard to U.S. cities, among other actions. The invocation can enable a president to temporarily circumvent congressional scrutiny.
The administration has also imposed sanctions on the ICC's chief prosecutor, Karim Khan, his two deputies and six judges, and on Francesca Albanese, the U.N. Special Rapporteur on human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories. Albanese has called Israel's campaign in Gaza a genocide.
Hamas and other fighters streamed out of Gaza on Oct. 7, 2023, killed 1,200 people, Israeli authorities say, and took 251 more back to the enclave as hostages. Israel responded with a full-scale war to eliminate Hamas in Gaza.
Israel since then has flattened much of Gaza, displaced virtually the entire population and killed more than 64,000 people, the health ministry there says. The majority are believed to be civilians; the ministry does not distinguish between civilians and fighters.
An ICC spokesperson did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the new designations.
"This is how we apply sanctions to warlords and drug traffickers," said a former U.S. sanctions official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to comment on the sensitive matter. "You want to hit the broader network so that it's harder for the core of the network to do business. In this case, the core is the ICC."
"Sanctions are analogous to a punch in the face," attorney Brad Brooks-Rubin wrote in New Lines Magazine last month. "Sometimes one punch is all that's needed to get someone to change their tune and go in a different direction. But usually it takes more than that." (Brooks-Rubin did not address the Trump administration's campaign against the ICC in the piece.)
Without rights groups to help document war crimes, analysts say, ICC investigators could struggle to meet the evidentiary threshold to prosecute suspects.
Brad Parker, an attorney for the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights, described last week's designations as "a cynical attempt to punish advocates leading the charge for accountability at the height of Israel's U.S.-backed genocide against the Palestinian people."
Now, Parker said, the Palestinian-led groups will likely struggle to pay staff or raise money, and employees could risk civil and criminal penalties. "Everything will potentially grind to a halt," he said. "It's a vengeful attack intended to create an existential problem."
Analysts warned that U.S. sanctions could chill the entire human rights sector, dissuading groups from working with Palestinian organizations or the court.
"It's a chain reaction," said Emily Schaeffer Omer-Man, an attorney and lecturer at American University. "Once an organization is a specially designated entity, then providing any support -- material, technical or financial -- becomes an offense subject to a large financial penalty or the revocation of U.S. nonprofit status" or worse.
Israel's Ministry of Defense imposed sanctions on six Palestinian organizations in October 2021. All of them were engaged in work with the ICC. Omer-Man said that Israeli officials asked the United States and several European nations to add the organizations to their own national sanctions lists at that time, but the campaign was unsuccessful.
"I would not be surprised if [the new designations were] on Netanyahu's wish list," Omer-Man said. "I can't see it any other way."
During Trump's first term, he froze the assets of and imposed travel bans on several ICC officials involved in investigating alleged war crimes in Afghanistan and the occupied territories.
"As far as America is concerned, the ICC has no jurisdiction, no legitimacy and no authority," Trump told the U.N. General Assembly in 2018. The sanctions were overturned by the Biden administration.
The Palestine Institute for Public Policy has called upon the European Union to immediately invoke the Blocking Statute, a late-90s policy designed to counter U.S. sanctions and relieve European parties from enforcement.
A spokesperson for Al-Haq, who spoke on the condition of anonymity given the risks associated with the latest designations, called the implications of the designations "catastrophic."
"These measures go beyond Palestine," they wrote in a WhatsApp message. "By protecting Israel from accountability, they are dismantling the international legal order and undermining the possibility of justice for victims of grave crimes everywhere."
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Asia
Immigration raid on Hyundai plant tests U.S.-South Korea relations
Officials held an emergency meeting to discuss how to respond to the mass raid on the Georgia plant where they say at least 300 Koreans were arrested.

An American flag flies above a piece of heavy machinery at the site of Hyundai Motor Group's electric vehicle plant in Ellabell, Georgia, where 475 workers were detained in an immigration raid. (Russ Bynum/AP)


By Michelle Lee, Vivian Ho | 2025-09-06
SEOUL -- South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has pledged "all-out efforts" to protect Korean nationals in the United States after a large-scale immigration raid at a Hyundai factory in Georgia, the country's foreign minister said at an emergency meeting Saturday.
The arrest of 475 workers Thursday was the largest worksite enforcement operation to take place so far in President Donald Trump's second term. The raid comes after months of strained negotiations between Washington and Seoul over tariffs and investments.
More than 300 of the arrested workers were Korean nationals, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun said at an emergency meeting Saturday afternoon on the government's response to the raid. "We are deeply concerned and feel a heavy sense of responsibility over the arrests of our nationals," he added.

South Korean workers detained in a large-scale immigration raid at a Hyundai factory in Georgia on Sept. 4 will be released and flown home.


This is a sensitive time in bilateral relations between the U.S. and South Korea, with ongoing tariff negotiations that have emphasized South Korean investments -- to the tune of $350 billion -- in the U.S. in exchange for lower U.S. tariff rates.
Major South Korean conglomerates, such as Hyundai and LG, would play a big role in driving those investments. But the immigration raid raises concerns for South Korean businesses and government officials about the political realities of doing business in the United States.
Lee emphasized that the rights and interests of his citizens and the economic activities of the country's companies based in the U.S. must not be infringed upon during U.S. law enforcement processes, Cho said.
The Foreign Ministry is considering sending a senior official to Atlanta, and officials from various ministries are communicating with the consular office in Atlanta, he added.
The electric-vehicle battery factory being built at the site is a joint venture between South Korean carmaker Hyundai and LG Energy Solution -- part of the broader LG group -- which Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) has called "the largest project in state history."
Hyundai has pledged in recent weeks to invest $26 billion in the U.S., and said in a statement that none of those arrested were employed directly by the company.
LG Energy Solution said in a statement to local media that it has ordered employees in the U.S. on business to immediately return to South Korea, according to South Korea's Yonhap News. The company also suspended its employees' business trips to the U.S., excluding customer meetings, as it works toward the release of its employees and subcontractors, the Yonhap report said.
Of the detainees, 47 were LG Energy Solution employees -- 46 were South Korean and one was from Indonesia -- and about 250 were from subcontractors, Yonhap reported, citing the company's statement.
"We are closely monitoring the situation and gathering all relevant details," LG Energy Solution said in a statement to The Washington Post on Saturday. "Our top priority is always ensuring the safety and well-being of our employees and partners. We will fully cooperate with the relevant authorities."
On Friday, Steven Schrank, special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations in Atlanta, called the raid the "largest single-site enforcement operation" in the agency's history. He said that some of the workers arrested had crossed the border illegally while others did not have permission to work or had overstayed their visas.
Schrank said the arrested employees worked for a "variety of different companies that were on the site." He said the action affected not only the parent company, but also subcontractors.
South Korea is one of the U.S.'s largest trading partners and one of its closest security allies in Asia, but relations have been tense amid tariff negotiations. U.S. and South Korean officials are still hammering out details of their trade deal, with vague investment goals by South Korea that the U.S. has touted.
Trump had originally threatened a 25 percent blanket tariff before Seoul ultimately secured a 15 percent levy through an agreement reached this summer.
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Economy
Military-related work absences at a 19-year high amid deployments
The president's use of the National Guard in U.S. cities means service members are having to step away from their full-time jobs during a vulnerable time for the labor market.

A member of the National Guard walks inside the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 25, 2025 in Washington. (Craig Hudson For The Washington Post)


By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-09-07
The number of Americans missing work for National Guard deployments or other military or civic duty is at a 19-year high, adding disruption to a labor market that's already under strain.
Between January and August, workers reported 90,000 instances of people missing at least a week of work because of military deployments, jury duty or other civil service, according to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. That is more than double the number of similar absences in the same eight-month period last year, and the highest level since 2006, when President George W. Bush deployed the National Guard to Iraq, Afghanistan and the Southwest U.S. border in large numbers.
The absences are due at least in part to a growing military presence in American cities. Since taking office in January, President Donald Trump has sent thousands of National Guard service members -- civilians, many with full-time jobs -- to Los Angeles and Washington, D.C. He has suggested expansions of those efforts to at least seven more cities, including Chicago, New York, Baltimore and New Orleans, and called for the creation of a new military unit that can quickly mobilize anywhere in the country.
The ramp-up is happening at a vulnerable time for the labor market. Job openings have dropped in recent months, layoffs are picking up and businesses are slow to hire. Companies added just 22,000 new jobs in August, well below economists' expectations, while the unemployment rate edged up to 4.3 percent.
Military-related absences so far make up just a sliver of overall workplace disruptions. In August, for example, more than twice as many people reported missing work because of labor disputes, and seven times as many said they were out because of bad weather. Economists also caution that the data are calculated using a small subset of responses, which can distort the numbers. Even so, with the president considering expanding National Guard presence to other parts of the country, they warn the burden on both workers and employers could deepen in the coming months.
"Uncertainty over whether you or your employees might be called to National Guard duty and how long that deployment might last is just adding to the chaos" for families and businesses, said Michael Makowsky, an economist at Clemson University whose work focuses on law enforcement. "Anything that makes it harder to make a plan is generally bad for the economy."
The White House says its efforts are improving the U.S. economy by combating crime and unrest in major cities.
The "President has rightfully deployed the National Guard to cities like Los Angeles, which was ravaged by violent riots ...  and Washington, DC, while strengthening small businesses and revitalizing our economy," spokeswoman Anna Kelly said in a statement. "These deployments saved small businesses from further destruction and preserved great American jobs."
Although military-related work absences tend to fluctuate throughout the year, spiking during hurricane season, for example, they have been consistently higher than in 2024 almost every month so far this year.
"You can see an elevation in the data, that's for darn sure," said William Beach, who headed the BLS during Trump's first term and is now a senior fellow at the Economic Policy Innovation Center. "It's more than likely because of a military influence -- an increase in reserve duty or an increase in military service."
The data come from the Current Population Survey, a monthly federal survey that asks Americans whether they missed work in a given week each month, and why. Civil or military duty-related absences include jury duty, Armed Forces reserve duty, National Guard duty or "a similar obligation," according to the BLS.
National Guard recruitment has recently picked up after years of decline. In an executive order last month, Trump called for the creation of an online job portal to encourage more people to apply to join federal law enforcement efforts, saying they are needed in "cities where public safety and order has been lost."
Deployment orders are expected to accelerate in the coming weeks, as the president leans on the National Guard to crack down on what he calls rampant crime in U.S. cities. Although a federal judge last week ruled that the Trump administration's use of troops to carry out domestic law enforcement in Los Angeles was illegal, he did not require that the administration withdraw the 300 service members who are still in the city.
The Trump administration has appealed that ruling and suggested that it will not hamper plans to send troops to other cities. The White House is also expected to extend the National Guard's deployment in D.C. -- where it has faced criticism for relying on troops for landscaping and trash removal-- from mid-September to Dec. 31.
For those who are being deployed, assignments require stepping away from duties at their day jobs. Despite federal protections, some National Guard members say they have trouble finding or keeping  work, especially in a labor market weighed down by uncertainty.
"Companies say they're veteran-friendly until it's time for you to deploy or there's a natural disaster, and they realize your time out of the office is going to cost them productivity or they're going to have to hire someone to cover for you," said Charlie Elison, a noncommissioned officer in the Army National Guard who also works a day job as an executive director for the city of Philadelphia.
Elison, who until earlier this year worked for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, said his career options have been "very limited" because of growing military responsibilities. He spends about 90 days a year out of the office in uniform, and he usually does a yearlong deployment overseas every four years. Adding crime-related domestic duties to that list, he said, could add new challenges for troops and employers.
"There's this unfunded mandate across our country, where Guard and reserve members are asked to do more and more every year," he said. "And there's this unfunded requirement for our civilian employers to shoulder that burden."
Dan Lamothe, Tara Copp and Mark Berman contributed to this report.
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Dinner in Minutes
Instant ramen is a pantry superhero that can turbocharge your cooking
Instant ramen with Mexican-style beans is a fun, fast and flavorful way to doctor-up the popular noodles.

Instant Ramen With Mexican-Style Beans (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-09-07
Do you consider instant ramen to be a "superhero in the pantry"? Food entrepreneur Peter Kim does, so much so that he wrote a whole cookbook about it. Why? "It's cheap, it's accessible, it takes no time to make. The seasoning sachet all but ensures a baseline level of deliciousness," Kim said over a video call. "And then the noodles give you enough heft to the meal that you don't have to worry about, say, making a side of rice or making potatoes or whatever. ... All you really have to think about as a home cook using instant ramen is where do I want to take the flavor?"
That's the whole premise behind his cookbook, "Instant Ramen Kitchen," in which Kim includes recipes inspired by dishes from all over the world, such as borshch, shakshuka, moqueca (Brazilian seafood stew) and frijolles de la olla (Mexican stewed beans).
Get the recipe: Instant Ramen With Mexican-Style Beans
While some might see a cheap, ubiquitous food product, Kim sees a world of possibilities and wonder. "Some of the most beautiful and enjoyable parts of life are the things that are right in front of us, and I think instant ramen is a great example of that," Kim said.
Instant ramen is more than just for college students. "Beyond that little characterization of instant ramen, for a lot of people, a lot of cultures, ... instant ramen is a fundamental part of cuisine and, sort of, identity," Kim said. They are woven into the cuisine of Madagascar; the brand Indomie is so popular in Nigeria that the its name is synonymous with "noodles". And if you're at all familiar with Korean culture, then you probably already know how beloved instant noodles are. To this day, Kim still eats them with his parents. "They're not starving college students," Kim said. "We just love eating it together and it never gets old."
And it simply tastes good. Kim, a graduate of The French Culinary Institute (now the Institute of Culinary Education, the same culinary school I attended) and the founding director of the Museum of Food and Drink, recalls attending food industry events where caviar and instant noodles have been served side-by-side. "The thing that's amazing about instant ramen is that it's something that a novice cook, even a child, can make quite easily," he said. "And even a Michelin-starred chef could find quite delicious."

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


With busy entrepreneur parents, Kim was a latchkey kid who grew up on industrial convenience food, primarily items that he could pull from the freezer and then pop in the microwave. "The one thing that kind of broke that mold a little bit was instant ramen," Kim said, who started it making it for himself around 8- or 9-years-old. "I remember just being so blown away by the flavor of it, you know, the umami and the noodles and the broth." His mother soon introduced him to the idea of swirling an egg into the hot broth and sprinkling scallions on top, as in Korean egg soup (gyeran-guk).
That was the jumping-off point that led him to think about what else he could add. "At a pretty young age, I was starting to just sort of test out dropping things in. And what I quickly realized was that it always tasted good, no matter what you did," Kim said. He credits the almost-guaranteed deliciousness to the seasoning that various brands have mastered. "That seasoning sachet is basically like, 'I got you.'"
Yes, instant ramen can be used in just about any noodle dish, but it can also serve as the base for cooking all around. Take your standard, chicken-flavored instant ramen, which is essentially powdered chicken bouillon and noodles. When you think about it, those things can fit in anywhere. "I even surprised myself by how versatile instant ramen can be," Kim said. Instant ramen can be a "powerful tool to turbocharge your cooking."
When using it in dishes -- and not just prepared according to the package instructions -- Kim recommends looking for the "super common, basic instant ramen that you find everywhere," from brands such as Top Ramen, Maruchan and, "to a lesser degree, Sapporo Ichiban," which has chewier noodles and a more complex flavor profile.
For his Instant Ramen With Mexican-Style Beans, Kim discovered that you can achieve similar results as the Mexican staple, frijolles de la olla, simply by adding canned beans, fat, onion, garlic and oregano. The result is earthy and filling, thanks to the duo of beans and noodles. From there, you can add a wide range of garnishes, such as pickled jalapenos, sliced radishes and fresh cilantro.
I've been eating instant noodles since childhood, but never thought to do much else with them besides, perhaps, tossing in a hot dog or whatever vegetables I could find. I was so inspired after reading the book, and tasting Kim's recipe, that I added a few packets of noodles to my shopping basket during my subsequent trip to the grocery store, waiting to see what I might come up with the next time the mood strikes. And perhaps you will, too. Even if you somehow end up with a total disaster, "you're out like 50 cents and five minutes," Kim said.
Get the recipe: Instant Ramen With Mexican-Style Beans
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Crosswords
Solution to Evan Birnholz's Sept. 7 crossword, 'The Games People Play'
Board members.

(Evan Birnholz/FTWP)


By Evan Birnholz | 2025-09-07
Here's an exciting personal note: The crossword podcast "Fill Me In" usually features a review of the previous week's New York Times crosswords, but last week, Brian Cimmet and Ryan Hecht did a deep dive into my five Sunday puzzles from the month of August. You can listen to that podcast episode here, and the segment on my puzzles begins around the 44-minute mark. They picked a couple of nits with the themes, and I'll try to answer one of Brian's questions about them on their next episode, but they enjoyed the five crosswords and I enjoyed listening to their banter about them. Special thanks to Brian and Ryan for giving my puzzles some airtime.
Now, here are some crossword tournament announcements:
1. Registration for the 2025 Boswords Fall Themeless League is now open. This is online only, with a commitment of one themeless puzzle a week for nine weeks total, and you can pick from three levels of clue difficulty. I've done this league for years and can vouch for the quality of its crosswords many times over.
2. For people who will be in the Chicago area in early October, the 2025 Midwest Crossword Tournament still has a handful of seats remaining. I'm one of the constructors for this year's tournament, so of course I hope you'll be on hand to solve it, but if you can't make it there, there's always the option to solve the puzzles virtually or after the tournament is over.

The solution to the Sept. 7, 2025, crossword, "The Games People Play" (Evan Birnholz/For The Washington Post)


Seven two-word phrases have been redefined as though they're types of board games played by someone associated with the first word.
	22A: [Car mechanic's favorite board game?] is ENGINE TROUBLE.
	32A: [Linguistics expert's favorite board game?] is GRAMMAR CHECKERS.
	44A: [Felon's favorite board game?] is CRIMINAL MASTERMIND.
	69A: [Antivirus software developer's favorite board game?] is CYBERSECURITY RISK.
	90A: [Math teacher's favorite board game?] is ALGEBRAIC OPERATION.
	102A: [Dallas athlete's favorite board game?] is COWBOY DIPLOMACY.
	118A: [Lawyer's favorite board game?] is LEGAL MONOPOLY.

It's been a while since I've played most of these board games. I think the last time I played Monopoly was over a decade ago, and I don't believe I've touched either Trouble or Operation since I was a kid. I've never played Diplomacy as far as I know. I have played Mastermind, though not in many years, but I suppose you use a similar tactic while playing Wordle nowadays.
Since this theme is fairly well-worn territory for a crossword, I had wondered if I should include some more recently developed board games to give it a more modern flavor. I've never played the game Root, but my wife has, and there are phrases that could work for it (like SQUARE ROOT being a nerd's favorite board game, or CELERY ROOT being a vegetarian's favorite board game). I decided to stick with classic board games in hopes that they'd be more widely known.
Of course there are plenty of board games that either didn't make the cut or weren't eligible for this theme but that I would recommend nonetheless. Some board games that I've particularly enjoyed include 7 Wonders, Tales of the Arabian Nights, Castles of Burgundy, Mansions of Madness and Lacrimosa, and I really admire My Father's Work even though I had a tough time getting used to it the first time I played it. My favorite board game is probably Betrayal at House on the Hill, which helped inspire my "Haunted House" meta suite from Halloween 2021. I normally shy away from highly complex board games since I don't like spending what feels like hours just learning the basic rules before actually playing them, but Betrayal was an impressive mixture in that it has a lot of moving parts but was still easy to learn as I went along; and as a bonus, it's replayable in a lot of different ways.
Other answers and clues:
	12A: [Big and tall blazer?] is BONFIRE. My test-solving clue for this was just [Tall blazer?], which I liked, but then one of my test-solvers came back and suggested [Big and tall blazer?], which is even better.
	87A: [Site of the "Center of the Universe" (in Oklahoma)] is TULSA. This acoustic phenomenon is a concrete circle in downtown Tulsa where, if you stand in the middle of it, any noise you make will be echoed back more loudly than before, but not so for people standing outside the circle.
	127A: [Organized groups ... or groups of organs] is SYSTEMS. I like the rhythm of this clue, where the first half has a pattern of A/B but then the second half essentially flips it to B/A.
	129A: [One on track to win?] is HORSE. I thought it was funny that the final Across clue referenced the idea of winning in a puzzle about board games. I'll come back to this.
	46D: [Tollbooth convenience on the Chicago Skyway] is IPASS. I started driving when I lived in Illinois, so I'm a longtime I-Pass user. I don't imagine I'll be switching to E-ZPass, but who knows?
	47D: [Socialite on "Schitt's Creek" who befriends 71 Down] is ALEXIS and 71D: [Cafe Tropical owner on "Schitt's Creek" who befriends 47 Down] is TWYLA. I hadn't planned this pairing when building the puzzle, but after setting the theme entries, I had started in the middle of the grid and built outward, so I was given these two names early on.
	50D: ["Married ... With Children" characters?] is DOTS. Those would be the three dots in the ellipsis.
	115D: [Short king?] is TUT. This ended up being my favorite clue in the puzzle since "short king" is a term that became popular fairly recently, though it's used a bit differently in this puzzle than in real life. "Short" just means it's a shortened form of Tutankhamen.
	120D: [___ Men's Chorus of Washington, D.C. (choir formed in 1981)] is the GAY Men's Chorus of Washington, D.C. I'd thought the community choir that I sing in (the Mendelssohn Chorus of Philadelphia) was large with maybe 120 singers, but this choir has more than 250 singers!
	123D: ["So that's your game!"] is OHO. It seemed like a good game-related clue to end the puzzle and bring the theme full circle.

What did you think?
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Advice
Asking Eric: Single mom wants to start relationship with handyman
Can she start dating him even though her cousin had a relationship with him in the past?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-09-07
Dear Eric: I'm a 40-year-old single mom of twin 5-year-olds. I'm a professional woman, but due to my commitments to my children and the overall daily grind, I have little to no time for socialization and dating.
However, I need occasional help around the house, and my cousin (let's call her Jen) was kind enough to refer me to her handyman. He's helped me with several projects over the last year, and I sense a mutual physical attraction.
I am aware that my cousin had a sexual relationship with this man at some point long ago, but it was never serious, and she is currently in a new relationship and very much in love. Would I be awful to pursue this new friend? I am lonely and find very few opportunities to meet new people with my time constraints. I could really benefit from some fun.
-- Lonely in NYC
Lonely in NYC: Awful? No. If you're worrying about betraying your cousin, she can't (and doesn't seem to want to) lay claim to every former paramour. But there are a lot of intertwined relationships here, so I would tread more carefully than if the handyman was just a casual acquaintance.
First, there's the fact that he's working for you, specifically in your home. If you were to pursue a relationship with him, I'd first find another handyman and be clear with him about why.
But you're both adults and any adult entering into a romantic or sexual relationship should be communicative about boundaries, pitfalls and needs. So, you and he should have an adult conversation before going any further. What are your needs, what are his, what are the concerns, where do things get hazy? Is what you want -- something that fits into your life and schedule -- what he wants?
It sounds like your ideal situation right now is something simple. And even though he's attracted to you and already in your home sometimes, I don't know that this is as simple as it seems. If this was a Hallmark movie -- call it "Mr. Fix-It," perhaps -- the courtship would be sealed by a series of glances and a sudden rainstorm. But life is not a Hallmark movie. No offense to Hallmark movies, we're better for it because we get to talk things out and avoid confusion. No rainstorms needed.
Dear Eric: My sister and her husband visit my area at least once a year. They presume they're going to stay at my home with each visit. In turn, she expects my husband and I to visit her while we travel through her area.
I can no longer do this.
She's a loud, chaotic and competitive narcissist, who I cringe being around. Her noise battery never runs out and the thin ice on our relationship is ready to crack.
It's taken me a lifetime to work through the scars created by her insecure, never wrong, center stage, toxic ego and I'm living my life no longer behind her.
I've quietly and repeatedly tried to help, for I know she struggles with herself, but my attempts are fruitless.
For my own sanity, I won't host her here any longer, or visit, but I don't know how to approach this without her having one of her typical major meltdowns. I value your thoughts.
-- Love Her But Dislike Her
Love Her: A guest can't simply put in a reservation for your house without your say. So, you can avoid her visits by making yourself and your home unavailable the next time. Tell her you don't have the capacity to host, or you'll be out of town, or you just can't make it work.
However, a change of this size -- stopping both her visits and yours -- requires more than just taking a date off of the calendar. It's disrupting an established pattern, and some conflict is likely going to be unavoidable.
Is it possible to find alternatives that she'll actually commit to and that will satisfy your need for a new way of relating? If, for instance, you switched from visits to phone calls, would that change things for you? This may not be the answer, but by starting to think about what you do want, rather than what you don't, you'll be able to open up new doors.
It's important that you not allow your sister's reactions to dictate your actions. This puts you in the same predicament you're already in. Avoiding another meltdown may not be the goal. The goal may be that you get to say who visits you and when, and how they behave when they do. Boundaries can protect relationships as much as they define them. If your sister can respect a clearly communicated internal boundary, then you two can move forward. If she can't or won't, it's not your responsibility to adjust.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Tell friend about her husband's creepy email?
Friend's husband messaged the letter writer saying he's not with his wife. Should she tell her friend she married a "creep"?

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-09-07
Dear Carolyn: I had not seen a friend for a few months over political issues. But I still considered her a friend. Out of the blue, her husband emailed me and said "Sandy" was "no longer in his life." I was shocked and responded as a sister would, urging him to try to reach out and reconcile. He didn't contact me again.
Now, a few months later, Sandy and I are back in contact. Her husband is definitely still with her and has not been out of her life.
Part of me wonders if she should not know what a creep she's married to. She still wants to bring him along when we get together, and I find this awkward. Do I tell a friend her husband hit on me?
-- Do I Tell?
Do I Tell?: I can say this with a dead certainty:
I don't know.
I tried mentally placing a few different real friends of mine, horribly, in this scenario. (It really did feel bad to think of people I care about this way.) And I was surprised to discover the answer changed with the friends.
The main reason is the hole in your story. You say the husband "has not been out of her life." But you were out of her life, pointedly, for months. So how can you know anything about them for sure? Isn't it possible they were in fact quietly separated during your own friend separation, even for as long as several months? Maybe now they're choosing not to share this with people, not unreasonably. It's none of anyone's business.
Just with that uncertainty, I couldn't run to my friend with any certainty her husband is a creep. (Or, a max-creep, hitting on his wife's friend under false pretenses. Hitting on her friend while genuinely separated for all of 30 seconds is still geh.)
So the quality of the connection to my friend really mattered in this hypothetical. Where we had a history of candor and trust, we talked about it. In an "I really exquisitely hate doing this, but if the roles were reversed, then I would want you to ask me about it" kind of way.
Where we were more superficial friends, I'd risk tipping over from how far I'd be butting out.
It's not just that messengers matter, though they do. The level of intimacy also tells me whether I really know what I think I know, or whether I'm drawing conclusions from scraps.
So. All that said:
If you KNOW-know your info is good that the husband is bad, AND Sandy is bringing this known liar around to socialize with you -- unwittingly, you believe -- then that means you're having to lie by omission just to be a party to their ... party.
This given alignment of facts simplifies things quickly: Talk to Sandy.
Specifically, mention the email only as a "hmm," say you weren't sure what to make of it, and let her fill in as much or as little of the rest as she's inclined to. If she walks you to absolute candor, then give her what you have, but never more than facts, unembellished. And, of course, your support.
Phew.
If instead you've assumed anything about them or their marriage, then know it isn't your place.
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Music
The Katy Perry paradox
 The internet would have you think Katy Perry's career is in shambles. But her tour is raking in millions. How should we parse this complex phase in a pop star's arc?     

(Washington Post illustration; Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


By Emily Yahr | 2025-09-07
LOS ANGELES -- Inside the Kia Forum in July, Katy Perry flew around the arena on wires, somersaulting as she sang "Nirvana," a track from her most recent album. During "I Kissed a Girl," she flipped inside a metal sphere, and for her global hit anthem "Roar," she took flight on an animatronic butterfly. While belting "E.T.," a smash hit from 2010, she battled monster aliens (backup dancers) in a sparkly bodysuit while wielding a neon lightsaber; the storyline of the two-hour show was that Perry was in a video game and saving the world from an evil mastermind.
The packed crowd in the nearly 18,000-capacity venue cheered and screamed. "Ka-ty! Ka-ty! Ka-ty!"
Outside the arena, on the internet, the reaction had been very different. In April, Perry, kicked off her Lifetimes Tour to an onslaught of mockery.
"Katy Perry's 'Cringe' Concert Debut Roasted by Fans," the Daily Beast said, highlighting social posts making fun of her choreography. "People are paying to see this?" Page Six wrote in a headline, quoting a nameless critic on X. One viral TikTok, representative of many videos, slammed her robotic dancing and aerial work; over a clip of Perry soaring on the cable wires, a voice-over said snarkily, "Hanging for dear life just like her career."
Despite what the internet would have you believe, Perry's career seems just fine. Perhaps to prove this, her management slipped the numbers to Billboard last week: The tour has grossed more than $80 million and sold 1.1 million tickets so far and international demand spurred her to add more dates in France, Australia and China. After a break following the U.S. leg, which wrapped in August, the tour resumes in South America this weekend.
But seeing Perry in person versus her current online persona -- a bumbling singer making constant gaffes as she fights to stay relevant -- was a reminder of the challenges facing pop stars in 2025, where you are whatever social media says you are. And Perry's past year has been one of the most illuminating case studies in how fast a celebrity's reputation can fall online.
Perry's Los Angeles concert took place a year after she released "Woman's World," the single that launched a disastrous rollout of her panned seventh studio album, "143," last fall. A teaser of the song's rudimentary lyrics ("Sexy, confident / So intelligent / She is heaven sent") were so poorly received that some fans initially insisted it was written by artificial intelligence or that Perry was playing a prank.
Positioned as an empowerment anthem, a music video featuring Perry dancing around in bikinis left viewers confused, even after she explained it was supposed to be a sarcastic jab at the male gaze. She received no shortage of criticism for working on the record with Dr. Luke, the producer whom Kesha accused of sexual assault. (Later, Perry clarified that he was "one of many" collaborators on the project.)
The problems kept accumulating. She filmed a music video in ecologically protected sand dunes in Spain; she got further entangled in a legal dispute with the previous owner of her Montecito estate; and took part in the now-famous Blue Origin all-female spaceflight this spring, which was criticized as a tone-deaf spectacle for the uber-wealthy. (Jeff Bezos, the founder of Blue Origin, owns The Washington Post.) Amid it all, earlier this year she split from actor Orlando Bloom, her longtime fiance and the father of her 5-year-old daughter. (A recent dinner date with former Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau got paparazzi and tabloids buzzing; the nature of their relationship remains unclear.)
While many celebrities don't publicly acknowledge criticism thrown their way, Perry addresses it directly.
"Hold on, hold on, no, no, no ... This is not what the internet says is going on!" Perry said at one point in Los Angeles, beaming to the audience, which had erupted into applause. "This is real life, is what it is."
She made a similar remark at her concert in Chicago in May: "Well, I thought I was the most hated person on the internet. I think that's false."
Perry, 40, has always been tuned in to the discourse. In 2010, journalist Vanessa Grigoriadis profiled Perry for her first Rolling Stone cover story. In the opening paragraphs, the writer described Perry looking up her name on Google, spotting a false rumor about herself on gossip sites, and instantly heading to Twitter to clear it up to her 3 million followers.
"It was a reminder that she's a connector, she's a person who needs back and forth with the audience all the time," Grigoriadis said in an interview. "She's conversationally ravenous, and that's part of what helped her career early on."
A major element of the pile-on is that Perry has been unable to meet this cultural moment. "It's a mismatch of where she was as a person and an artist, and where the culture is moving to," Grigoriadis said. These days you can't just film a goofy video -- Perry's specialty since the days she shot whipped cream out of her bosom for "California Gurls" -- and expect everyone to laugh along like they used to do. Sabrina Carpenter, Addison Rae and Tate McRae have sharpened their identities as the new breakout pop stars, and established superstars such as Taylor Swift, Beyonce and Lady Gaga are evolving with their fan bases.
One thing that is certain for celebrities -- especially women, especially aging pop stars, who are always held to higher standards -- is that when the online masses decide they want you to fail, the spiral can seem endless, Grigoriadis said. "Once the hate starts against you ... it's pretty hard to stop it."

Singer Katy Perry performs during the Lifetimes Tour earlier this summer at State Farm Arena in Atlanta. (Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)


Perry grew up in a religious household in Santa Barbara, California, before moving to Los Angeles at age 17. From the stage, she told her hometown crowd (which included her parents, business partners, dog groomer, ear, nose and throat doctor and gynecologist) about her humble beginnings. She was so broke that she couch-surfed all over the city; her car was repossessed. At a fancy dinner with friends, she ordered a side salad and water, and when someone suggested everyone split the bill, she went to the bathroom and cried because her debit card was declined. But nothing was going to stop her dreams.
"I didn't care what people said about me back then, and I don't care now," Perry said, emphasizing each word as her fans roared. (Perry's publicist did not respond to a request for comment for this story.)
Backlash is not a new phenomenon for Perry. Kristin Lieb, author of "Gender, Branding, and the Modern Music Industry," hates to see pop stars savagely criticized online for minor mistakes, especially when they own up to them. Perry is different, though: a star who has become so well known for being defensive about the instances when she has offended people that it has become part of her brand.
"It has been the rule rather than the exception," said Lieb, a professor at Emerson College. Any celebrity can blunder into a cultural blind spot, she said, but it's up to them to compensate for it and do better. "I think she's been less than stellar with that."
Perry, originally positioned as a Christian singer, took off in the mainstream around 2008 with her debut single, "I Kissed a Girl," a phenomenon in part because of the controversy around it, some finding offense in lyrics stating that same-sex kissing was "not what good girls do." (Her smart-alecky song "Ur So Gay" drew even more outrage.) Perry, who has established herself as a supporter of LGBTq+ rights (in L.A., she dedicated "I Kissed a Girl" to the gay community, who "raised me, dressed me, glammed me, danced with me, believed in me and held me and had my back since I was 17") has since said she would "edit" some of the lyrics due to stereotypes.

Perry performs onstage at Spike TV's "Guys Choice" Awards in May 2008. (Jason Merritt/Getty Images)


Her 2010 album "Teenage Dream," loaded with hits from the title track to the inspirational "Firework," rocketed her to pop stardom, and fans loved her campy Betty-Boop-in-Candy-Land aesthetic. But as she drew criticism for cultural appropriation -- such as when she dressed like a geisha at the American Music Awards -- Perry appeared to grow resentful. In her 2014 Rolling Stone cover story, she defended herself from those who believed the curvaceous mummy costumes on her tour objectified Black women, saying that was never her intention. "I guess I'll just stick to baseball and hot dogs, and that's it," she told the magazine, a quote she predicted would backfire. "But can't you appreciate a culture?"
She still had hits, charming audiences with her shark-dancing Super Bowl performance, and garnering sympathy when her 2012 documentary "Part of Me" captured the dissolution of her marriage to comedian Russell Brand, who asked for a divorce via text message. But the real downturn may have started around her much-derided 2017 album "Witness," when Perry declared she wanted to pivot to "purposeful pop" amid the toxic political atmosphere -- only the album didn't really say anything meaningful, and she continued her public missteps. One incident occurred during an Instagram Live, when a fan said they missed Perry's trademark black hair (she had dyed it blonde) and she responded, "Oh, really? Do you miss Barack Obama as well? Okay, times change."
The following year, Perry joined ABC's "American Idol" as a judge, and the platform in front of millions of viewers weekly wasn't always positive. In her first season, she landed in hot water when she surprised a 19-year-old contestant with his first kiss, a moment criticized as out-of-touch in the #MeToo era.
MJ Santilli, who runs the reality TV competition site Mjsbigblog, recalled that Perry was clearly cast as the "wacky" judge. Although Santilli didn't always agree with Perry's opinions, she thought the singer genuinely tried to help contestants and offered astute feedback. But Santilli noticed that the amount of negative headlines spiked during her time on the show. When Perry did anything slightly awkward, the media would pounce and call it a controversy.
Santilli thought those pieces had misogynistic undertones, and believes that coverage could have added to the cloud around Perry's image, which helped lead to this current moment. "Her super fans are always going to love her, but your regular person observing pop culture may turn on her," Santilli said.

perry during her era as a judge on "American Idol," along with Lionel Richie and Luke Bryan. (Eric McCandless/Getty Images)


Even in low times, an army of loyal followers will still show up for a pop diva. Perry has the Katy Cats. Shortly after the Blue Origin flight blowback, a group of fans bought her a billboard in Times Square congratulating her on the first week of her tour. Perry left a long Instagram comment on a fan page and assured them she was okay, and also blamed the toxicity of online discourse.
"When the 'online' world tries to make me a human Pinata, I take it with grace and send them love, cause I know so many people are hurting in so many ways and the internet is very much so a dumping ground for unhinged and unhealed," she wrote. "What's real is seeing your faces every night, singing in unison, reading your notes, feeling your warmth."
At the Kia Forum, they arrived in droves, men and women in their 20s and 30s, dressed in tour T-shirts and cat headbands, candy-colored wigs and sequins. Many parents escorted their young daughters, including one 6-year-old's birthday party that arrived via bus.
Perry did seem to crave the human connection; her show included a segment where people could vote on songs for her to perform. The first one was "Not Like the Movies," about a breakup, probably not her favorite topic at the moment. "I wrote this in my 20s after my first divorce," Perry explained. "And I will try to hold my composure while I sing it a week before my period."
She chatted with several young attendees and invited them onstage for "The One That Got Away," and her father joined, too. "When I grow up, I want to be like Katy Perry," he told the audience.
Right before the closing song that asked whether you ever feel like a plastic bag, drifting through the wind, wanting to start again, Perry turned her attention to her fans: "Thank you for showing up, and showing me what's real."
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Washington Commanders
Commanders vs. Giants highlights: Four big moments from Washington's 21-6 win
Jayden Daniels and the Washington Commanders host the New York Giants in the teams' opener of the 2025 season.

(Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Allen, Sam Fortier, Tom Schad, Adam Kilgore, Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-07
The Washington Commanders opened their season with a 21-6 win over the New York Giants at Northwest Stadium. Here are four key moments from the game.
Deebo Samuel helps seal a 1-0 start: Washington's offense struggled in the second half, totaling only two first downs and 49 yards on its first three possessions, all of which ended with punts. On the Commanders' fourth drive after halftime, they went 80 yards, with Samuel accounting for the last 19 on a touchdown run that all but sealed the win.
Facing first and 10 after Austin Ekeler's spinning 12-yard catch-and-run set up the Commanders just inside the red zone, Samuel lined up on the left side of the formation, motioned right and then stopped in the backfield. He pivoted as the ball was snapped, took the handoff from quarterback Jayden Daniels and ran back to his left, where a horde of blockers led the way to the end zone and a 21-6 lead. Samuel, who was acquired from the San Francisco 49ers in March, finished with a game-high seven catches for 77 yards. His touchdown came on his only rushing attempt.
Zach Ertz makes up for his early mistakes: Midway through the first quarter and two plays after Giants linebacker Micah McFadden was carted off the field with an injury, Daniels zipped a pass to Ertz for a seven-yard touchdown that gave Washington a 7-0 lead. Ertz's 54th career touchdown, which came with McFadden's replacement, Darius Muasau, defending the veteran tight end, capped an eight-play, 89-yard drive on the Commanders' second possession. Daniels completed all four of his passes for 67 yards on the march.
The touchdown offered a bit of redemption for Ertz, who committed a false start and then dropped a pass over the middle that would've moved the chains on the ensuing snap on Washington's first drive. Ertz had another drop on what would have been a difficult sliding catch in the second half, but he finished with three catches for 26 yards.
Jacory Croskey-Merritt finds the end zone: With Washington leading 7-3 and facing second and four from the Giants' 6-yard line midway through the second quarter, rookie running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt took a handoff from Daniels. The Giants had penetration up the middle, but Croskey-Merritt, a seventh-round pick who goes by Bill and garnered a lot of hype during the preseason, stuck his left foot in the ground and bounced to the outside before outrunning everyone to the end zone.
The Commanders overcame two sacks by Brian Burns and an offside penalty on Noah Brown that negated a 19-yard catch by the wide receiver on the 58-yard drive, which included a 11-yard run by Croskey-Merritt. The rookie finished with 10 carries for 82 yards, including a 42-yard burst that iced the game after the Giants turned the ball over on downs late in the fourth quarter.
Intentional grounding penalty keeps Giants close: A rare mistake by Daniels and some questionable clock management by the Commanders denied Washington an opportunity to add to its 14-3 lead before halftime. The Commanders used their final timeout with 28 seconds to play after a completion to Ekeler set up first down at the Giants' 13-yard line. Daniels threw incomplete on the ensuing snap before gaining nine yards on a run up the middle. With the clock running, Washington hustled to the line for the third-down play.
The Commanders got the snap off in plenty of time, but after finding no one open, Daniels threw the ball out of the back of the end zone. After conferring, officials threw a flag for intentional grounding, which resulted in an 10-second runoff that ended the half. The penalty, one of 12 by Washington on the day, ultimately didn't cost the Commanders a win.
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Washington Commanders
For years, Washington was an NFL dumpster fire. Now, it's a destination.
Why is there so much optimism around the Washington Commanders? "It's the attitude. It is the people. It's the space."

Commanders General Manager Adam Peters, left, and Coach Dan Quinn have overhauled the environment within the organization. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-07

"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true," said Von Miller, who joined the Commanders this offseason. "He's a player's coach." (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Any professional sports league amounts to a nationwide knitting circle. Players gossip. Did you hear how that one team makes its players travel? Do you know how that other team treats players' families? Have you heard about the food? The facilities? The parking lots? The chairs? The drinking fountain water's not cold over here. The shower water isn't hot over there. No element of a franchise is beyond inspection or dissection, praise or disdain.
"What's attractive about this place?" Von Miller asked, rhetorically, Thursday as he prepared for his 14th NFL season opener with his fourth NFL team, the Washington Commanders.
The answer, quite swiftly, could be summed up with: What's not?
"I think it's the culture," Miller said. "They got a great team. Great leadership. They've got a stud at quarterback. The defense is solid, too. It's a great place."
It's a great place. Think about that statement from someone who could have played elsewhere, from someone who chose Washington. It simultaneously makes complete sense and is somehow still stunning. And it's a reminder of so many important elements about things that were wrong for so long but seem right in the moment.
Josh Harris is not Daniel Snyder. Adam Peters is not Bruce Allen or Vinny Cerrato. Dan Quinn is not Ron Rivera or Jay Gruden or Jim Zorn. Jayden Daniels is not Sam Howell or Taylor Heinicke or Case Keenum or Rex Grossman. Similar sentences have been written before. It's worth repeating them over and over so we can remember what was and understand what is.
There is a levity to these Commanders as they enter their most promising season since ... 1992, the year after their last Super Bowl? Or maybe 1999, Snyder's first year -- before we knew how he would operate, before we knew who he was. The only other contender would be 2013, the year after Mike Shanahan and Robert Griffin III made a run to the playoffs. Even then, Griffin was returning from a scary injury in the postseason loss to Seattle. There were questions, so many questions.
These Commanders feel as if they have answers. That's because they won 12 regular season games and made a run to the NFC championship game. But it's because the place feels fundamentally overhauled, too. What a combination.
"Winning solves a lot of things," said running back Austin Ekeler, who spent seven years with the Los Angeles Chargers before he signed with Washington last season. "Culture solves a lot of things, too. Just kind of the reputation of culture, it has a big weight around the league."
So get to that gossipy circle. "A big weight around the league" is Ekeler's way of acknowledging that players know. And they talk. They know which executives and coaches and ownership groups treat players well. They know which franchises don't. That matters when calls go out to free agents. Harris and Peters and Quinn now have reputations -- and, at least in these still-early days, they're glowing.
"I'll really just say it starts with the leadership," said defensive end Deatrich Wise Jr., who signed a one-year deal to come to Washington after eight years in New England. "You heard what AP and DQ are doing to change the culture. Once they gave me that call, a lot of people started calling me and telling me who they were as people.
"And, really, when you hear someone talking about someone as a person first -- before what they do as an occupation -- it speaks volumes."
There are symbols of this transition that can't really be quantified. There are others that are absolutely tangible.
"I'm smiling, man," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said this week. McLaurin predates the new regime. He was drafted by Bruce Allen and Jay Gruden. McLaurin knows Snyder. He knows chaos. He knows how players used to be treated in Washington. He knows how they're treated now. And even after his since-resolved contract squabble dominated the training camp discourse, he was smiling because he had just emerged from the Commanders' brand spanking new locker room at their aging Ashburn headquarters.
There's no overstating the difference in vibes in the new room, which is part of the $120 million Harris and his partners have sunk into both the Loudoun County facility and Northwest Stadium in Maryland. The lockers in Ashburn are plush and comfortable. They have storage areas under the seat and in the armrests and above their heads. There are phone chargers. The nameplates look like billboards. They're almost mini-offices. For those of us who have been going into that space for more than a decade, it made heads spin.
Does that automatically translate into more wins? No. Does it make Washington a more desirable place to work? Absolutely.
"That really is from Josh first," Quinn said. "A championship environment, it's a lot of things. It's the attitude. It is the people. It's the space. And I think you're showing regard for the players in that sense."
Each year, the NFL Players Association surveys its membership about a range of issues important to players. The 2024 audit, which encompasses the last year of Rivera's tenure in Washington -- and before Harris really got to put his stamp on the operation -- was revelatory. The franchise received grades of F or F-minus in the treatment of families, locker room, training room, training staff and team trainer.
In last year's survey, while the locker room deservedly remained an F, treatment of families bumped to a B-plus, the training room a C-plus, the weight room a B-minus, the team trainer an A. Harris received an A, the eighth-best mark in the league. Quinn was the highest-rated coach, graded as an A-plus.
"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true," Miller said. "He's a player's coach."
For now, the rumors about the transformation in Washington are true. It's not a dumpster fire. It's a destination. The workplace environment, for so long, was nothing short of toxic. The players now think of it as something approaching utopian.
"Being able to look forward to coming into work is something that we appreciate here," Ekeler said. "And then putting some wins on top of that kind of makes it like a dream scenario."
Washington's NFL franchise, a dream scenario. This through-the-looking-glass evolution was documented during a renaissance 2024 season. It continues now.
Challenges lie ahead, more likely than not, but the change in both a franchise's perception and a franchise's substance are well underway. There's no telling what will happen in the coming season. There's certainty that the way it operates is fundamentally different -- and players both in the building and across the league have noticed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/09/07/washington-commanders-culture-lockerroom/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




