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    UK fires ambassador to the US Peter Mandelson over his links to Jeffrey Epstein




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Britain's Ambassador to the United States, Peter Mandelson, speaks during a reception at the ambassador's residence on Feb. 26, 2025 in Washington. (Carl Court/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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            Britain's Ambassador to the United States, Peter Mandelson, speaks during a reception at the ambassador's residence on Feb. 26, 2025 in Washington. (Carl Court/Pool Photo via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -- This March 28, 2017 photo, provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry, shows Jeffrey Epstein. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]
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            FILE -- This March 28, 2017 photo, provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry, shows Jeffrey Epstein. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)
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            PAN PYLAS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Thursday fired the country's ambassador to the United States, Peter Mandelson, over his links to the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Just days before the arrival of President Donald Trump to the U.K. on his second state visit, Starmer dismissed the veteran British politician in the wake of the publication of emails that Mandelson sent to Epstein, in which he gave his support to the disgraced financier, even when he was facing jail for sex offenses.
Foreign Office minister Stephen Doughty told Parliament the emails pointed to the "depth and extent" of Mandelson's relationship with Epstein being "materially different" from what was known when he was appointed ambassador to Washington last year after the Labour Party's election victory. 
In particular, Doughty pointed to Mandelson's suggestion in one email that Epstein's first conviction in 2008 was "wrongful and should be challenged."

    
Mandelson took up his Washington post in February after what Starmer's government described as an "extensive" vetting process. The diplomat has voiced his deep regret over his previous links with Epstein and said he knew nothing about his criminal activities.



    
        




    




"Being ambassador here has been the privilege of my life," Mandelson wrote in a letter to embassy staff that was reported by the BBC. "The circumstances surrounding the announcement today are ones which I deeply regret. I continue to feel utterly awful about my association with Epstein 20 years ago and the plight of his victims."

    
    
    
The decision to fire Mandelson comes a day after Starmer said he had "confidence" in him. It's the latest blow to the prime minister ahead of a state visit by Trump to the U.K. next week, which is likely to be met with protests and some controversy. 
Epstein took his own life in prison in August 2019 while awaiting trial on sex-trafficking charges, more than a decade after his initial conviction.

    
Mandelson called Epstein his 'best pal'
On Wednesday, The Sun newspaper published emails that it said showed Mandelson telling Epstein to "fight for early release" shortly before he was sentenced to 18 months in prison.
"I think the world of you," Mandelson reportedly told him before he began his sentence in 2008 for soliciting prostitution from a minor.
Mandelson's links to Epstein came under scrutiny after the Democrats on the House Oversight Committee released a 50th birthday album compiled in 2003 for Epstein that purportedly included a note from U.S. President Donald Trump. In that album, Mandelson called Epstein "my best pal."
Starmer's latest headache 
Last week Starmer's deputy, Angela Rayner, quit over a tax error on a home purchase following days of speculation over her future. 
Following Rayner's resignation, Starmer carried out a major reshuffle, a forced government reboot after a rocky 14 months in office that have seen his popularity plunge. 
"Mandelson might have gone but, just as with Angela Rayner, Starmer dithered when he needed to be decisive," said Kemi Badenoch, leader of the main opposition Conservative Party. "He has no backbone and no convictions."

    
Starmer now faces questions over his appointment of Mandelson, who is no stranger to controversy, having twice resigned from former Prime Minister Tony Blair's government in 1998 and 2001. 
After his second resignation from Blair's government, Mandelson became a European Commissioner when Britain was still in the European Union, before returning to front line British politics in 2008 to serve under Blair's successor, Gordon Brown.
The Mandelson brief
Mandelson's trade expertise was considered a major asset in trying to persuade the Trump administration not to slap heavy tariffs on British goods, and seemed to pay off when the countries struck a trade deal in May, though some details of the agreement have yet to be finalized.
He is also a skilled -- critics say ruthless -- political operator whose mastery of political intrigue earned him the nickname "Prince of Darkness."
It's rare for a politician, rather than a career civil servant, to be given a key U.K. ambassadorial post. Mandelson was not an obvious choice as emissary to the Trump administration: he once called Trump a "danger to the world," words he later said were "ill-judged and wrong."


    
The government said James Roscoe, the U.K. deputy head of mission in Washington, will serve as interim ambassador and oversee Trump's state visit. Roscoe is a career diplomat and former communications chief to the late Queen Elizabeth II.
____
Jill Lawless in London contributed to this report.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uk-mandelson-epstein-fc3f953112ac10108e1109920fd9dca0
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    South Korea says detained Korean workers released from Georgia facility before flight home
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            President Donald Trump on Sunday defended a massive immigration raid by federal agents on an electric-vehicle manufacturing site in Georgia operated by South Korean automaker Hyundai. South Korea says it has reached a deal with the U.S. for the release of detained South Korean workers.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung speaks during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            South Korean President Lee Jae Myung speaks during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung takes questions during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            South Korean President Lee Jae Myung takes questions during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung reacts during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            South Korean President Lee Jae Myung reacts during a news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung arrives for his news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            South Korean President Lee Jae Myung arrives for his news conference to mark 100 days in office at the Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Sept, 11, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A TV screen shows the live broadcast of South Korean President Lee Jae Myung's press conference at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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            A TV screen shows the live broadcast of South Korean President Lee Jae Myung's press conference at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            KIM TONG-HYUNG and HYUNG-JIN KIM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's president said Thursday that Korean companies will likely hesitate to make further investments in the United States unless Washington improves its visa system for their employees, as U.S. authorities released hundreds of workers who were detained at a Georgia factory site last week.
In a news conference marking 100 days in office, Lee Jae Myung called for improvements in the U.S. visa system as he spoke about the Sept. 4 immigration raid that resulted in the arrest of more than 300 South Korean workers at a battery factory under construction at Hyundai's sprawling auto plant west of Savannah.
South Korea's Foreign Ministry later confirmed that U.S. authorities have released the 330 detainees -- 316 of them Koreans -- and that they were being transported by buses to Atlanta's Hartsfield-Jackson airport where they will board a charter flight scheduled to arrive in South Korea on Friday afternoon. The group also includes 10 Chinese nationals, three Japanese nationals and one Indonesian.

    
The massive roundup and U.S. authorities' release of video showing some workers being chained and taken away, sparked widespread anger and a sense of betrayal in South Korea. The raid came less than two weeks after a summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and Lee, and just weeks after the countries reached a July agreement that spared South Korea from the Trump administration's highest tariffs -- but only after Seoul pledged $350 billion in new U.S. investments, against the backdrop of a decaying job market at home.



    
        




    




Lawmakers from both Lee's Liberal Democratic Party and the conservative opposition decried the detentions as outrageous and heavy-handed, while South Korea's biggest newspaper compared the raid to a "rabbit hunt" executed by U.S. immigration authorities in a zeal to meet an alleged White House goal of 3,000 arrests a day.
During the news conference, Lee said South Korean and U.S. officials are discussing a possible improvement to the U.S. visa system, adding that under the current system South Korean companies "can't help hesitating a lot" about making direct investments in the U.S.

    
Lee: 'It's not like these are long-term workers'
U.S. authorities said some of the detained workers had illegally crossed the U.S. border, while others entered legally but had expired visas or entered on visa waivers that prohibited them from working.
But South Korean officials expressed frustration that Washington has yet to act on Seoul's yearslong demand to ensure a visa system to accommodate skilled Korean workers, though it has been pressing South Korea to expand U.S. industrial investments.
South Korean companies have been mostly relying on short-term visitor visas or Electronic System for Travel Authorization to send workers who are needed to launch manufacturing sites and handle other setup tasks, a practice that had been largely tolerated for years.
Lee said that whether Washington establishes a visa system allowing South Korean companies to send skilled workers to industrial sites will have a "major impact" on future South Korean investments in America.

    
"It's not like these are long-term workers. When you build a factory or install equipment at a factory, you need technicians, but the United States doesn't have that workforce and yet they won't issue visas to let our people stay and do the work," he said.
"If that's not possible, then establishing a local factory in the United States will either come with severe disadvantages or become very difficult for our companies. They will wonder whether they should even do it," Lee added.
Lee said the raid showed a "cultural difference" between the two countries in how they handle immigration issues.
"In South Korea, we see Americans coming on tourist visas to teach English at private cram schools -- they do it all the time, and we don't think much of it, it's just something you accept," Lee said.
"But the United States clearly doesn't see things that way. On top of that, U.S. immigration authorities pledge to strictly forbid illegal immigration and employment and carry out deportations in various aggressive ways, and our people happened to be caught in one of those cases," he added.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    President Donald Trump on Sunday defended a massive immigration raid by federal agents on an electric-vehicle manufacturing site in Georgia operated by South Korean automaker Hyundai. South Korea says it has reached a deal with the U.S. for the release of detained South Korean workers.

                

                
            
        

    



    
South Korea, US agree on working group to settle visa issues 

    
Following a meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun said Wednesday that U.S. officials have agreed to allow the workers detained in Georgia to later return to finish their work at the site. He added that the countries agreed to set up a joint working group for discussions on creating a new visa category to make it easier for South Korean companies to send their staff to work in the United States.
Before leaving for the U.S. on Monday, Cho said more South Korean workers in the U.S. could be vulnerable to future crackdowns if the visa issue isn't resolved, but said Seoul does not yet have an estimate of how many might be at risk.
The State Department then announced on Thursday that Rubio's number 2, Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau would visit Seoul this weekend as part of the three-nation Asia-Pacific trip that will also include Papua New Guinea and the Marshall Islands.
The Georgia battery plant is one of more than 20 major industrial sites that South Korean companies are currently building in the United States. They include other battery factories in Georgia and several other states, a semiconductor plant in Texas, and a shipbuilding project in Philadelphia, a sector Trump has frequently highlighted in relation to South Korea.
Min Jeonghun, a professor at South Korea's National Diplomatic Academy, said it's chiefly up to the United States to resolve the issue, either through legislation or by taking administrative steps to expand short-term work visas for training purposes. 

Without an update in U.S. visa policies, Min said, "Korean companies will no longer be able to send their workers to the United States, causing inevitable delays in the expansion of facilities and other production activities, and the harm will boomerang back to the U.S. economy."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-visa-us-trump-investments-immigration-raid-25f04d539eb2556f3ff2fad49db0f74e
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    Prince Harry has tea with his father, King Charles III, in their first meeting in over a year
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            Prince Harry arrived Wednesday at Clarence House in London for an expected meeting with his father, King Charles III, British media reported. The meeting would be their first in well over a year.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prince Harry gestures, as he departs, following his visit to Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Britain's Prince Harry gestures, as he departs, following his visit to Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's King Charles arrives to officially open Midland Metropolitan University Hospital, in Smethwick, England, Wednesday Sept. 3, 2025. (Richard Pohle/The Times/Pool via AP, file)]
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            Britain's King Charles arrives to officially open Midland Metropolitan University Hospital, in Smethwick, England, Wednesday Sept. 3, 2025. (Richard Pohle/The Times/Pool via AP, file)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prince Harry holds an Imperial External Fixator during a visit to the Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Britain's Prince Harry holds an Imperial External Fixator during a visit to the Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's King Charles III, Patron of the Royal British Legion, arrives to attend a Service of Remembrance at the National Memorial Arboretum to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of VJ Day in Alrewas, England, Friday, Aug. 15, 2025.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant, Pool)]
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[image: Britain's Prince Harry reacts, as he departs, following his visit to Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Britain's Prince Harry reacts, as he departs, following his visit to Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London, in London, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Suzanne Plunkett, Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            DANICA KIRKA and BRIAN MELLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's Prince Harry joined his father, King Charles III, for tea on Wednesday at the monarch's London home, the first time they've met in well over a year.
The two have been distant since Harry and his wife, Meghan, left royal life and moved to California in 2020 and then publicly aired grievances about the royal family.
Buckingham Palace confirmed that Charles and Harry spent time together at Clarence House, where the king lives when he's in the capital.
Late Wednesday afternoon, Harry was driven through the gates of the four-story mansion not far from Buckingham Palace. He was seen leaving less than an hour later, as he ducked down in the car enroute to an evening event for his Invictus Games, which supports injured and sick service members and veterans.
There had been speculation that Harry might meet his father after he arrived in the U.K. on Monday, the third anniversary of the death of his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II, for a four-day trip during which he will visit several of the charities he supports.

    
A meeting in July between representatives of the king, 76, and his wayward son, 40, led to suggestions that the frigid relationship between Harry and his family might be thawing. 



    
        




    




The split had deepened over the past five years as Harry and Meghan aired their grievances with the royal family in a tell-all interview to Oprah Winfrey and a revealing Netflix series. Harry, also known as the Duke of Sussex, then fueled the tensions by revealing personal conversations in his memoir, "Spare."

    
    
    
Harry and his father last met in February 2024, when the prince flew to London after receiving news that Charles had been diagnosed with cancer. Harry spent about 45 minutes with Charles before the king flew to his Sandringham country estate to recuperate from his treatment.
Harry has also had little contact with his elder brother, Prince William, heir to the throne.

    
Harry was last in London in April, when the Court of Appeal rejected his bid to restore a police protection detail that was canceled after he stopped being a working royal. Charles was on a state visit to Italy at the time, so a meeting then was impossible.
That case was itself an impediment to improved relations because it involved Harry criticizing the king's government in the courts. But once it was over, change became possible.
Immediately after the case ended, Harry said he would "love reconciliation with my family."
"There's no point in continuing to fight anymore," he told the BBC on the day the court case was resolved. "Life is precious. I don't know how much longer my father has."
Despite that olive branch, Harry had also struck a combative tone. The prince repeatedly said the decision to withdraw his security was made at the direction of the royal household in an effort to control him and his wife while putting their safety at risk.
"What I'm struggling to forgive, and what I will probably always struggle to forgive, is the decision that was made in 2020 that affects my every single day and that is knowingly putting me and my family in harm's way," Harry said.

    
But with the lawsuit out of the way, there were signs of change.
In July, the new team handling Harry and Meghan's communications, headed by Los Angeles-based Meredith Maines, was seen on the balcony of a private members' club in London speaking with Tobyn Andreae, the king's press representative. The Mail on Sunday tabloid took a photo of what it called: "The secret Harry peace summit."

Regardless of who tipped off the newspaper, it showed a change of tone since the meeting wouldn't have happened if the principals hadn't given their tacit consent.
Following the long-awaited meeting Wednesday, Harry dashed to his next charity appearance at an Invictus Games event across town. 
When a reporter asked about his father's health, the prince offered his firsthand opinion: "Yes he's great, thank you."
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    Conservative activist Charlie Kirk assassinated at Utah university




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Charlie Kirk, a conservative activist and close ally of President Donald Trump, was shot dead at a Utah university event on Wednesday. (Produced by Elaine Carroll)
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            HANNAH SCHOENBAUM, ALANNA DURKIN RICHER, MARK SHERMAN and ERIC TUCKER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on Charlie Kirk's assassination


    


OREM, Utah (AP) -- Charlie Kirk, a conservative activist and close ally of President Donald Trump who played an influential role in rallying young Republican voters, was shot and killed Wednesday at a Utah college event in what the governor called a political assassination carried out from a rooftop. 
"This is a dark day for our state. It's a tragic day for our nation," said Utah Gov. Spencer Cox. "I want to be very clear this is a political assassination." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gov. Spencer Cox speaks at a press conference at Utah Valley University after Charlie Kirk, CEO and co-founder of Turning Point USA, was shot and killed during a visit at the university in Orem, Utah, on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Gov. Spencer Cox speaks at a press conference at Utah Valley University after Charlie Kirk, CEO and co-founder of Turning Point USA, was shot and killed during a visit at the university in Orem, Utah, on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
No suspect was in custody late Wednesday, though authorities were searching for a new person of interest, according to a law enforcement official familiar with the matter who was not authorized to discuss the situation by name and spoke on condition of anonymity. Two people were detained earlier in the day but neither was determined to have had any connection to the shooting and both have been released, Utah public safety officials said.
Authorities did not immediately identify a motive but the circumstances of the shooting drew renewed attention to an escalating threat of political violence in the United States that in the last several years has cut across the ideological spectrum. The assassination drew bipartisan condemnation, but a national reckoning over ways to prevent political grievances from manifesting as deadly violence seemed elusive.
Videos posted to social media from Utah Valley University show Kirk speaking into a handheld microphone while sitting under a white tent emblazoned with the slogans "The American Comeback" and "Prove Me Wrong." A single shot rings out and Kirk can be seen reaching up with his right hand as a large volume of blood gushes from the left side of his neck. Stunned spectators are heard gasping and screaming before people start to run away. The Associated Press was able to confirm the videos were taken at Sorensen Center courtyard on the Utah Valley University campus.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    People were seen exiting a building on Utah Valley University after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was shot Wednesday at an event on campus.
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[image: Charlie Kirk, conservative activist and founder of Turning Point USA, speaks to supporters of President Donald Trump at a rally outside the Maricopa County Recorder's Office, Friday, Nov. 6, 2020, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Kirk, who helped build support for Trump among young people, dies after campus shooting
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allison Hemingway-Witty cries after Charlie Kirk is shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What to know about the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk 
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with moderator Charlie Kirk, during a Generation Next White House forum at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Thursday, March 22, 2018. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Politicians who have experienced violence directly react to Charlie Kirk shooting
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Kirk was speaking at a debate hosted by his nonprofit political organization. Immediately before the shooting, Kirk was taking questions from an audience member about mass shootings and gun violence.
"Do you know how many transgender Americans have been mass shooters over the last 10 years?" the person asked. Kirk responded, "Too many."
The questioner followed up: "Do you know how many mass shooters there have been in America over the last 10 years?"
"Counting or not counting gang violence?" Kirk asked.

    
    
    

    
    
    
Then a single shot rang out. The shooter, who Cox pledged would be held accountable in a state with the death penalty, wore dark clothing and fired from a building roof some distance away to the courtyard where the event took place.
Some 3,000 people were in attendance, according to a statement from the Utah Department of Public Safety, which also said the university police department had six officers working the event along with Kirk's own security detail. 
The death was announced on social media by Trump, who praised the 31-year-old Kirk, the co-founder and CEO of the youth organization Turning Point USA, as "Great, and even Legendary." Later Wednesday, he released a recorded video from the White House in which he called Kirk a "martyr for truth and freedom" and blamed the rhetoric of the "radical left" for the killing.
Utah Valley University said the campus was immediately evacuated and remained closed. Classes were canceled until further notice. Those still on campus were asked to stay in place until police officers could safely escort them off campus. Armed officers walked around the neighborhood bordering the campus, knocking on doors and asking for information on the shooter.
Officers were seen looking at a photo on their phones and showing it to people to see if they recognized a person of interest.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A law enforcement officer stands outside Utah Valley University on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Alex Goodlett)]
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The event, billed as the first stop on Kirk's "The American Comeback Tour," had generated a polarizing campus reaction. An online petition calling for university administrators to bar Kirk from appearing received nearly 1,000 signatures. The university issued a statement last week citing First Amendment rights and affirming its "commitment to free speech, intellectual inquiry, and constructive dialogue."
Last week, Kirk posted on X images of news clips showing his visit was sparking controversy. He wrote, "What's going on in Utah?"
The shooting drew swift condemnation across the political aisle as Democratic officials joined Trump, who ordered flags lowered to half-staff and issued a presidential proclamation, and Republican allies of Kirk in decrying the violence.

    
"The attack on Charlie Kirk is disgusting, vile, and reprehensible," Democratic California Gov. Gavin Newsom, who last March hosted Kirk on his podcast, posted on X. 
"The murder of Charlie Kirk breaks my heart. My deepest sympathies are with his wife, two young children, and friends," said Gabrielle Giffords, the former Democratic congresswoman who was wounded in a 2011 shooting in her Arizona district.
The shooting appeared poised to become part of a spike of political violence that has touched a range of ideologies and representatives of both major parties. The attacks include the assassination of a Minnesota state lawmaker and her husband at their house in June, the firebombing of a Colorado parade to demand Hamas release hostages, and a fire set at the house of Pennsylvania's governor, who is Jewish, in April. The most notorious of these events is the shooting of Trump during a campaign rally last year.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joseph Vogl stands outside Timpanogos Regional Hospital on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Alex Goodlett)]
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Former Utah congressman Jason Chaffetz, a Republican who was at Wednesday's event, said in an interview on Fox News Channel that he heard one shot and saw Kirk go back.
"It seemed like it was a close shot," Chaffetz said, who seemed shaken as he spoke.
He said there was a light police presence at the event and Kirk had some security but not enough.

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allison Hemingway-Witty cries after Charlie Kirk is shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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"Utah is one of the safest places on the planet," he said. "And so we just don't have these types of things."
Turning Point was founded in suburban Chicago in 2012 by Kirk, then 18, and William Montgomery, a tea party activist, to proselytize on college campuses for low taxes and limited government. It was not an immediate success.
But Kirk's zeal for confronting liberals in academia eventually won over an influential set of conservative financiers.
Despite early misgivings, Turning Point enthusiastically backed Trump after he clinched the GOP nomination in 2016. Kirk served as a personal aide to Donald Trump Jr., the president's eldest son, during the general election campaign.
Soon, Kirk was a regular presence on cable TV, where he leaned into the culture wars and heaped praise on the then-president. Trump and his son were equally effusive and often spoke at Turning Point conferences.
__

Richer and Sherman reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Nicholas Riccardi in Denver and Michael Biesecker, Brian Slodysko, Lindsay Whitehurst and Michelle L. Price in Washington contributed to this report.
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    Graphic video of Kirk shooting was everywhere online, showing how media gatekeeper role has changed




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Charlie Kirk, a conservative activist and close ally of President Donald Trump, was shot dead at a Utah university event on Wednesday. (Produced by Elaine Carroll)
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    > Follow live updates on Charlie Kirk's assassination


    


They were careful with the explicit imagery -- as usual. But did it make any difference?
Traditional news organizations were cautious in their midafternoon coverage of Charlie Kirk's assassination Wednesday not to depict the moment he was shot, instead showing video of him tossing a hat to his audience moments before, and panicked onlookers scattering wildly in the moments after.

    
In practical terms, though, it mattered little. Gory video of the shooting was available almost instantly online, from several angles, in slow-motion and real-time speed. Millions of people watched.
Video was easy to find on X, on Facebook, on TikTok, on Instagram, on YouTube -- even on Truth Social, where President Donald Trump posted official word of the conservative activist's death. It illustrated how the "gatekeeping" role of news organizations has changed in the era of social media.

    
Kirk was shot at a public event before hundreds of people at a Utah college campus, many of them holding up phones to record a celebrity in their midst and savvy about how to disseminate video evidence of a news event.
On X, there was a video showing a direct view of Kirk being shot, his body recoiling and blood gushing from a wound. One video was a loop showing the moment of impact in slow-motion, stopping before blood is seen. Another, taken from Kirk's left, included audio that suggested Kirk was talking about gun violence at the moment he was shot.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


For more than 150 years, news organizations like newspapers and television networks have long been accustomed to "gatekeeping" when it comes to explicit content -- making editorial decisions around violent events to decide what images and words appear on their platforms for their readers or viewers. But in the fragmented era of social media, smartphones and instant video uploads, editorial decisions by legacy media are less impactful than ever. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joseph Vogl stands outside Timpanogos Regional Hospital on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Alex Goodlett)]
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Images spread across the country

Across the country in Ithaca, New York, college professor Sarah Kreps' teenage sons texted her about Kirk's assassination shortly after school was dismissed and they could access their phones.
No, she told them. He was shot, but there were no reports that he had died. Her son answered: Have you seen the video? There's no way he could have survived that.
The videos were posted and reposted at lightning speed. One person on X urged "stop the violence" but then included a clip of the shooting. Several people took to social media to plead for people not to spread the images. "For the love of God and Charlie's family," read one message, "just stop."
YouTube said it was removing "some graphic content" related to the event if it doesn't provide sufficient context, and restricting videos so they could not be seen by users under age 18 or those who are not signed in, the company said.
"Our hearts are with Charlie Kirk's family following his tragic death," YouTube said. "We are closely monitoring our platform and prominently elevating news content on the homepage, in search and in recommendations to help people stay informed."

    
Meta's rules don't prohibit posting videos like Kirk's shooting, but warning labels are applied and they are not shown to users who say they are under 18. The parent company of Instagram, Facebook and Threads referred a reporter to the company's policies on violent and graphic content, which they indicated would apply in this case, but had no further comment. An X representative did not immediately return a request for comment.

    
It's an issue social media companies have dealt with before, in equally gruesome circumstances. Facebook was forced to contend with people wanting to livestream violence with a mass shooting in New Zealand in 2019, said Cornell University's Kreps, author of the forthcoming book, "Harnessing Disruption: Building the Tech Future Without Breaking Society."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Well-wishers pay their respects at a makeshift memorial at the national headquarters of Turning Point USA after the shooting death of Charlie Kirk, CEO of the organization, during a Utah college event Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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Getting to the other side

Some images seeped out into more traditional media. TMZ posted a video of Kirk in which a shot and a voice saying, "Oh, my God," can be heard, but Kirk's upper body was blurred out. A similar video with a blurred image of Kirk was posted on the New York Post's website.
In such an atmosphere, the care shown by most traditional news outlets may seem quaint or old-fashioned. But news industry leaders are acutely aware of protecting people from graphic images when they are not expecting it; happening upon them is a little harder online, where many people have to search for and click on an image if they want to see it -- if it hasn't already been sent to you or your group chat. 
There can also be an important message sent by news outlets being cautious in what they show, Kreps said. "The traditional media can amplify and validate behavior," she said. "It can be a signal for how things should be stigmatized, rather than validated or normalized."
But on the day of the shooting in a politically polarized country, the easy availability of shocking images ran the risk of making society's wound even more painful.

    
"I don't see how many signs of how we get -- as a people, as a nation -- to the other side of this," said CNN's David Chalian. "I think we are broken, and potentially beyond repair."
___

AP correspondent Barbara Ortutay in San Francisco contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    Charlie Kirk, who helped build support for Trump among young people, dies after campus shooting




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, is dead after being shot during an event at a Utah college.
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    > Follow live updates on Charlie Kirk's assassination


    


Charlie Kirk, who rose from a teenage conservative campus activist to a top podcaster and ally of President Donald Trump, was shot and killed Wednesday during one of his trademark public appearances at a college in Utah. He was 31.
Kirk died doing what made him a potent political force -- rallying the right on a college campus, this time Utah Valley University. The event was kicking off a planned series of Kirk college appearances from Colorado to Virginia dubbed "The American Comeback Tour."
His assassination was one of an escalating number of attacks on political figures, from the assassination of a Democratic state lawmaker and her husband in Minnesota to last summer's shooting of Trump, that have roiled the nation.

    
Trump announced Kirk's death on his social media site, Truth Social.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with moderator Charlie Kirk, during a Generation Next White House forum at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Thursday, March 22, 2018. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]
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Kirk personified the pugnacious, populist conservatism that has taken over the Republican Party in the age of Trump. An unabashed Christian conservative who often made provocative statements about gender, race and politics, Kirk launched his organization, Turning Point USA, in 2012, targeting younger people and venturing onto liberal-leaning college campuses where many GOP activists were nervous to tread.
At the center of the right-of-center universe

    
    
    

A backer of Trump during the president's initial 2016 run, Kirk took Turning Point from one of a constellation of well-funded conservative groups to the center of the right-of-center universe.
Turning Point's political wing helped run get-out-the-vote efforts for Trump's 2024 campaign, trying to energize disaffected conservatives who rarely vote. Trump won Arizona, Turning Point's home state, by five percentage points after narrowly losing it in 2020. The group is known for its events that often feature strobe lighting and pyrotechnics. It claims more than 250,000 student members.

    
Trump on Wednesday praised Kirk, who started as an unofficial adviser during Trump's 2016 campaign and more recently became a confidant. "He was a very, very good friend of mine and he was a tremendous person," Trump told the New York Post.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk, conservative activist and founder of Turning Point USA, speaks to supporters of President Donald Trump at a rally outside the Maricopa County Recorder's Office, Friday, Nov. 6, 2020, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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Kirk showed off an apocalyptic style in his popular podcast, radio show and on the campaign trail. During an appearance with Trump in Georgia last fall, he said Democrats "stand for everything God hates." Kirk called the Trump vs. Kamala Harris choice "a spiritual battle."
"This is a Christian state. I'd like to see it stay that way," Kirk told the 10,000 or so Georgians, who at one point joined Kirk in a deafening chant of "Christ is King! Christ is King!"
Influencing a new generation of conservatives
Kirk was a regular presence on college campuses. Last year, for the social media program "Surrounded," he faced off against 20 liberal college students to defend his viewpoints, including that abortion is murder and should be illegal.
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[image: Allison Hemingway-Witty cries after Charlie Kirk is shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What to know about the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk 
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with moderator Charlie Kirk, during a Generation Next White House forum at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Thursday, March 22, 2018. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]
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The author of several books, including one on the Second Amendment, Kirk was a staunch supporter of gun rights.
"I think it's worth to have a cost of, unfortunately, some gun deaths every single year so that we can have the Second Amendment to protect our other God-given rights," Kirk said during a Turning Point event in Salt Lake City in 2023, adding that gun deaths can be reduced but will never go away.

    
Admirers stressed that, for all of Kirk's confrontational rhetoric, he relished debate and the free exchange of ideas. "His entire project was built on reaching across the divide and using speech, not violence, to address and resolve the issues!" William Wolfe, executive director of the Center for Baptist Leadership, posted on X.
Kirk's style was influential for a new generation of conservatives. Republican Rep. Anna Paulina Luna of Florida spoke on the Capitol steps after the shooting Wednesday, reflecting on Kirk's influence on her political journey.
"I was supposed to go to medical school. Charlie Kirk called me the day before I was supposed to leave, and recruited me to be the national Hispanic outreach director for the organization," Luna said. "I was with him at many of them, debating those kids, and that conversation needs to happen. You can't squelch that."
Kirk was married to podcaster Erika Frantzve. They have two young children.

    
Zeal for challenging liberals
Turning Point was founded in suburban Chicago in 2012 by a then 18-year-old Kirk and William Montgomery, a tea party activist, to proselytize on college campuses for low taxes and limited government. It was not an immediate success.

    
But Kirk's zeal for confronting liberals in academia eventually won over an influential set of conservative financiers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Turning Point USA Founder Charlie Kirk speaks at a Turning Point event prior to Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaking, Sept. 4, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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Despite early misgivings, Turning Point enthusiastically backed Trump after he clinched the GOP nomination in 2016. Kirk served as a personal aide to Donald Trump Jr. during the general election campaign.
Soon, Kirk was a regular presence on cable TV, where he leaned into the culture wars and heaped praise on the then-president. Trump and his son were equally effusive and often spoke at Turning Point conferences. 
Kirk announced he was organizing buses to travel to Washington to back Trump on Jan. 6, 2021, and later invoked the Fifth Amendment rather than answering questions from the Jan. 6 subcommittee. 
Also in 2021, as he stepped up criticism of the Black Lives Matter movement on college campuses, Kirk called George Floyd, the Black man whose 2020 murder at the hands of Minneapolis police sparked protests that roiled Trump's last full year in office, a "scumbag."
"Just don't totally mess up this state," Kirk said at the event in Mankato, Minnesota. "It was built by wonderful Scandinavians, and it seems as if it's being destroyed now, rather intentionally."
As money poured in, Kirk bought a $4.75 million Spanish-style estate on a gated Arizona country club. Turning Point steered millions of dollars to contractors owned by Kirk and his associates, and some Republicans were skeptical when it announced it would spearhead an attempt to turn out infrequent voters during Trump's 2024 campaign.
But as younger voters shifted right in 2024 and Trump ran up a five-point margin of victory in Arizona, Kirk and his allies claimed vindication of his view of a sharp-elbowed, culture-war-oriented conservatism.
Advocate of a new Christian conservatism
Kirk's evangelical Christian beliefs were intertwined with his political perspective, and he argued that there was no true separation of church and state.
He also referenced the Seven Mountain Mandate that specifies seven areas where Christians are to lead -- politics, religion, media, business, family, education and the arts, and entertainment.
In the foreword to a book written by a pastor and Turning Point staffer to be published next week, Kirk wrote: "In today's America, the Christian faithful are faced with a terrifying and broad array of dangers and threats. We are menaced not by new false gods, but by the return of demons from long ago."
Kirk argued for a new conservatism that advocated for freedom of speech, challenging Big Tech and the media, and centering working-class Americans beyond the nation's capital.
"We have to ask ourselves a question as a conservative movement: Are we going to revert back to the party of the status quo ruling class?" he said in his speech opening the Conservative Political Action Conference in 2020. 
"Or are we going to learn from what I call the MAGA doctrine? The MAGA doctrine, which is a doctrine of American renewal, revival, one that America is the greatest country in the history of the world."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The American flag on the North Lawn at the White House in Washington, is lowered to half-staff after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of Turning Point USA, was killed at an event in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025.  (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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Thomas Beaumont in Des Moines, Iowa, Joey Cappelletti, Brian Slodysko and Matt Brown in Washington and Hillel Italie in New York contributed to this report.
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    A college campus, a fiery speaker -- and then a single gunshot
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            Conservative activist Charlie Kirk was killed by a single shot in a targeted attack during an outdoor event Wednesday at Utah Valley University, authorities said.
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            Frightened students and others at Utah Valley University raced for shelter after a gunman fired a fatal shot at conservative youth activist Charlie Kirk during an outdoor speaking event at the school Wednesday.
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            People were seen running, as screams rang out of the Sorensen Center courtyard where the youth organization Turning Point USA was holding the event. Law enforcement had cleared the area that included the white tent where Kirk was sitting when he was shot.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a vigil at Timpanogos Regional Hospital for Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of Turning Point USA who was shot and killed, on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Alex Goodlett)]
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[image: CORRECTS PHOTOGRAPHER LAST NAME FROM CROEWLEY TO CROWLEY - Law enforcement tapes off an area after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was shot at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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            CORRECTS PHOTOGRAPHER LAST NAME FROM CROEWLEY TO CROWLEY - Law enforcement tapes off an area after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was shot at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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            Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video, SWAT heads into campus after Charlie Kirk was shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]
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            In this image taken from video, SWAT heads into campus after Charlie Kirk was shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)
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            GENE JOHNSON and HANNAH SCHOENBAUM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        OREM, Utah (AP) -- Just weeks into the fall semester, a crowd gathered around a white canopy on a grassy college courtyard. They were eager to hear what the speaker beneath it had to say. It was a typical university scene, with its promise of the exchange of ideas and debate, except in one way: its size.
This speaker was Charlie Kirk, one of the most influential voices in President Donald Trump's "Make America Great Again" movement, and the event Wednesday at Utah Valley University drew more than 3,000 people. Backpack-toting students watched from surrounding buildings as Kirk, wearing a white T-shirt that said "Freedom," tossed red MAGA caps, Frisbee-style, to his fans.
He took his place beneath the canopy, the slogans "The American Comeback" and "Prove Me Wrong" emblazoned across it. He picked up a handheld microphone and he began to address the audience. 

    
    
    
As he answered a question about gun violence, a single shot cracked.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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Campuses were Kirk's frequent stops
Kirk, 31, a podcaster, founded the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA. He embraced notions of Christian nationalism and often made provocative statements about gender, race, religion and politics. He had insisted that it was worth it to have "some gun deaths every single year so that we can have the Second Amendment to protect our other God-given rights."
Often he brought those ideas onto college campuses, where they were especially controversial. Kirk was known for openly debating progressives and challenging audiences to stump him on political points. 



    
        

    


    
    




       
    
        


        
        
        
            
                                  
                        
                            More coverage
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        
    




    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk, conservative activist and founder of Turning Point USA, speaks to supporters of President Donald Trump at a rally outside the Maricopa County Recorder's Office, Friday, Nov. 6, 2020, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Kirk, who helped build support for Trump among young people, dies after campus shooting
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allison Hemingway-Witty cries after Charlie Kirk is shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What to know about the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk 
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with moderator Charlie Kirk, during a Generation Next White House forum at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Thursday, March 22, 2018. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Politicians who have experienced violence directly react to Charlie Kirk shooting
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




His campus appearances often drew protests, and Wednesday's was no different. Online petitions signed by thousands of people had called for his talk at Utah Valley University, as well as another, scheduled for Sept. 30 at Utah State University, to be canceled.
"As students at Utah Valley University, we have come to cherish an environment that strives for inclusivity and diversity," one said. "Yet, the planned speaking engagement of Charlie Kirk threatens this ideal. Kirk's presence and the messages he delivers stand in contrast to the values of understanding, acceptance, and progress that many of us hold dear."

    
The university responded by affirming its "commitment to free speech, intellectual inquiry, and constructive dialogue."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS PHOTOGRAPHER LAST NAME FROM CROEWLEY TO CROWLEY - Law enforcement tapes off an area after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was shot at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    CORRECTS PHOTOGRAPHER LAST NAME FROM CROEWLEY TO CROWLEY - Law enforcement tapes off an area after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was shot at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
No metal detectors or bag checks
As was typical for Kirk's events, security was light. There were six university police officers assigned to the event, plus some private security. There were no metal detectors or bag checks, students told The Associated Press. Some attendees said no one even checked their tickets.
As Kirk arrived, cheers rose. The crowd packed a terraced courtyard, and students, including some protesters, watched from nearby buildings or overlooks.
"Do you know how many transgender Americans have been mass shooters over the last 10 years?" an audience member asked. 
Kirk responded, "Too many."
The questioner followed up: "Do you know how many mass shooters there have been in America over the last 10 years?"
"Counting or not counting gang violence?" Kirk asked.
Those were his last words before the bullet struck him. The shot came from a figure in dark clothing on a distant roof on campus, authorities said.
Blood gushed from Kirk's neck. He held the microphone a moment, then slumped over.
Madison Lattin, 21, was a few dozen feet to Kirk's left when the shot echoed over. Lattin, who'd long looked up to Kirk, watched his body jerk and saw the blood. 

    
And it clicked in her head: "That was a gunshot. Now what?"

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video, SWAT heads into campus after Charlie Kirk was shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this image taken from video, SWAT heads into campus after Charlie Kirk was shot during Turning Point's visit to Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Hannah Schoenbaum)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Shock, followed by chaos and escape
"No! Charlie!" screamed an audience member.
"Go! Run! Go!" yelled another.
The crowd fled the plaza in multiple directions, some slipping and falling or leaping over benches as they did.
Cari Bartholomew, state director of Utah Moms for America, said she had taken her 17-year-old son out of school so he could attend Kirk's event. They were joined by other women from the group and their kids. Bartholomew's son was in line waiting to ask a question when Kirk was shot. Chaos ensued and she couldn't find him as people ducked for cover and started running. She later learned her son was unharmed.
"All of us, we were trying to grab the little kids and getting them as near to us as possible," she said.
Ryan DeVries, a 25 year-old who works in property management and volunteers as a first responder, said he was surprised by the lack of a security presence at the event; he left his firearm in his car as he anticipated having to walk through metal detectors.
He was weaving his way through the tightly packed crowd to pose a question to Kirk when he heard what sounded similar to a "popping" firework. Glancing at the stage after the shot was fired, DeVries saw Kirk's head slumped.
A stampede rife with terror and panic soon erupted, said DeVries. Some attendees darted to a nearby building and ran through a water fountain to escape, he said. Others ducked and hid.

    
"People definitely feared for their lives. I could see it in their eyes. I could hear it in their voices. People were crying. People were screaming," DeVries said.
After the panic subsided, Erynn Lammi, a 35-year old student who heard the gunshot, saw AirPods, phones, keys and trash strewn across the courtyard. When she returned home, she said, she cried her eyes out, feeling for Kirk's wife and children as she was reminded of the loss of her own father when she was 13.
"Powerlessness," Lammi said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People outside at Timpanogos Regional Hospital await the transport of Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of Turning Point USA who was shot and killed, on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Alex Goodlett)]
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In hours, his death echoed across the country
The shooting drew condemnation from across the political spectrum as an example of the escalating threat of political violence in the United States, including the assassination of a Democratic Minnesota state lawmaker and her husband in June and the fatal shooting of two Israeli embassy staffers in Washington in May. President Donald Trump was shot in the ear on the campaign trail in western Pennsylvania last year.
"Today, a young man was murdered in cold blood while expressing his political views," said former President George W. Bush. "It happened on a college campus, where the open exchange of opposing ideas should be sacrosanct. Violence and vitriol must be purged from the public square."
Democratic former President Joe Biden posted his condolences on X. "There is no place in our country for this kind of violence. It must end now," he wrote. "Jill and I are praying for Charlie Kirk's family and loved ones."
Late Wednesday night, the shooter remained at large. Police helicopters still circled over Orem in the early evening, and roadblocks caused congestion on the streets surrounding the campus. Armed officers walked around in small groups.
Just off campus, a man stood on a street corner holding a sign that read "R.I.P. Charlie." A parade of trucks drove through town flying American flags in his honor.

At a nearby vigil, a few dozen people gathered, holding electric candles in the slanting afternoon light. As quiet attendees looked on, a chaotic afternoon behind them, speakers read Bible verses. 
___
Johnson reported from Seattle. AP reporters from around the country contributed.
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    Senate Republicans defeat Democrats' effort to force the release of Epstein files




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., holds an impromptu news conference with reporters just outside the chamber to say he has filed an amendment on the Senate floor to require the attorney general to release the Epstein files and Republicans will have to vote on it, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            By 
            STEPHEN GROVES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In a close vote, Senate Republicans defeated an effort Wednesday by Democrats to insert language into Congress' annual defense authorization bill that would have forced the public release of case files on the sex trafficking investigation into the late Jeffrey Epstein.
The Senate voted 51-49 to dismiss the changes to the bill, with Republican Sens. Josh Hawley of Missouri and Rand Paul of Kentucky joining with all Democrats in opposition.
For months, Democrats have clamored for the release of what's become known as the Epstein files, looking for practically every opportunity to force Republicans to either join their push for disclosure or publicly oppose a cause that many in the Republican base support. President Donald Trump signaled as he was running for president that he was open to releasing a full accounting of the case, but is now trying to dismiss the push as a "Democrat hoax."

    
So far, Democrats have been successful in forcing Republican leadership to grapple with the issue, yet it was unclear whether they would actually be able to crack Trump's hold on congressional Republicans to force legislation through Congress.



    
        




    




"I ask my Republican colleagues, after all those years you spent calling for accountability, for transparency, for getting to the bottom of these awful crimes, why won't you vote yes?" Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer said in a floor speech Wednesday.

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Donald Trump isn't the only U.S. president to appear in a collection of birthday messages that were sent to Jeffrey Epstein. Former President Bill Clinton and some others who held high positions in business or academia are also included.

                

                
            
        

    



    
    
    
The New York Democrat maneuvered earlier Wednesday to force a procedural vote on language that would force the Justice Department to release the Epstein files, inserting it into an annual defense policy bill that Congress has to pass. Senate Republican leadership was then forced to hold a vote to dispense with Schumer's amendment, arguing that he was inserting political gamesmanship into defense legislation that often enjoys bipartisan support.

    
"This is not the right way to do it," said Sen. Mike Rounds, a South Dakota Republican.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune said earlier this week that the Justice Department "has already released tons of files" on Epstein.
"I trust them in terms of having the confidence that they'll get as much information out there as possible in a way that protects the rights of the victims," added Thune, R-S.D.
Still, many in the Republican base -- as well as some victims of Epstein's abuse -- have been unsatisfied with what the Justice Department has so far released.
The calls for disclosure of Epstein's case has at moments consumed Congress, looming over politics even more than when Epstein killed himself in a Manhattan jail while awaiting trial in 2019 on charges that said he sexually abused and trafficked dozens of underage girls. The case was brought more than a decade after he secretly cut a deal with federal prosecutors in Florida to dispose of nearly identical allegations. Epstein was accused of paying underage girls hundreds of dollars in cash for massages and then molesting them.
Asked by reporters Wednesday why Democrats had not pushed for disclosure when they controlled the White House, Schumer responded, "It's become so apparent that they're lying about it in every different way and the demands of the American people are so great."

    
"The need is greater than ever now," he added.
Meanwhile, a separate effort to force a vote on a similar bill in the House inched ahead.
Democrats picked up one more House seat when Rep. James Walkinshaw, D-Va., was sworn into office after winning a special election this week. It gives them one more supporter for a procedure -- called a discharge petition -- to maneuver around Republican leadership's control of the House floor and hold a vote on legislation to force the Justice Department to release the Epstein files.

Four Republicans have also signed onto the discharge petition, meaning that it is just one name short of having the support needed to potentially force a vote. That could come as soon as the end of this month when a heavily blue congressional district in Arizona holds a special election to fill a vacant seat.
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    Four arrests made in connection with the shooting of FSU linebacker Ethan Pritchard, FDLE says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Florida State defensive back Earl Little Jr. (0) right, holds the jersey of linebacker Ethan Pritchard (35), who was shot last weekend but is recovering, as he is joined by Duce Robinson (0), Darrell Jackson Jr. (6), and Luke Petitbon (51) before the start of an NCAA college football game against East Texas A&M, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)]
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            Florida State defensive back Earl Little Jr. (0) right, holds the jersey of linebacker Ethan Pritchard (35), who was shot last weekend but is recovering, as he is joined by Duce Robinson (0), Darrell Jackson Jr. (6), and Luke Petitbon (51) before the start of an NCAA college football game against East Texas A&M, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida State defensive back Earl Little Jr. (0) carries the jersey of linebacker Ethan Pritchard (35), who was shot last weekend but is recovering, as he runs on the field at the start of an NCAA college football game against East Texas A&M, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)]
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[image: Florida State defensive back Earl Little Jr. (0) holds the jersey of linebacker Ethan Pritchard (35), who was shot last weekend but is recovering, before the start of an NCAA college football game against East Texas A&M, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in Tallahassee, Fla.. (AP Photo/Colin Hackley)]
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            By 
            BOB FERRANTE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Four people have been arrested in connection to the shooting of Florida State linebacker Ethan Pritchard, Florida Department of Law Enforcement Commissioner Mark Glass said Wednesday.
Glass said Pritchard was "not doing anything wrong" when he was ambushed outside an apartment last month. He added that Pritchard was dropping off family members, an aunt and a child, when he was shot in the back of the head.
Pritchard, a 6-foot-2, 224-pound freshman from Sanford, remains in critical but stable condition at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. He was shot Aug. 31 while inside a vehicle outside apartments in Havana, according to the Gadsden County Sheriff's Office.
Gadsden County Sheriff Morris Young said authorities believe Pritchard's shooting was a case of mistaken identity.
Jayden Bodison, Caron Miller, Germany Atkins and an unnamed minor have been arrested in connection with the shooting, the FDLE said. Bodison, Miller and the juvenile were charged with three counts of attempted murder and one count of shooting into an occupied vehicle. Atkins was charged with one count of probation violation. It was not immediately clear if any of the accused had attorneys.

    
Pritchard did not play in Florida State's season opener, a 31-17 victory Saturday over No. 8 Alabama in Tallahassee on Aug. 30.



    
        

    


    
    





 



    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Florida head coach Jim Leavitt watches his team play Charleston Southern during a NCAA college football game in Tampa, Fla., Sept. 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Domestic violence, theft charges dropped for former USF football coach Jim Leavitt
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman stands on the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Miami, Sunday, Aug. 31, 2025, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Early loss leaves No. 8 Notre Dame with another early-season test against No. 16 Texas A&M
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Penn State defensive end Dani Dennis-Sutton (33) attempts to tackle Florida International running back Kejon Owens (5) during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 6, 2025, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                No. 2 Penn State looking to tighten up in final tuneup before Big Ten slate begins
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"I recruited him for years, got a chance to watch him grow," FSU coach Mike Norvell said Saturday. "The way that he plays the game, it's a passion, energy. He loves it, absolutely loves it.

    
    Get the AP Top 25 college football poll delivered straight to your inbox every week with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"To know that right now that's taken away from him in a senseless act ... you don't always know why you have to go through things in life. You don't understand the reasoning. But I do believe that God has his hand over Ethan and this football team and just all the relationships."

    
    
    
Ethan's father, Earl, attended Florida State's win over East Texas A&M on Saturday. He was on the sideline and in the locker room afterward.

    
"He's a wonderful man," Norvell said. "And being with him, I know it's so very hard for anybody to have to go through. ... But he told me earlier this week, 'I know where my boy wants to be, so I'm going to go stand in his place for him.'"
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here and here (AP News mobile app). AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Sports

    Anthony Rizzo will retire as a Chicago Cub and become a team ambassador




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Chicago Cubs' Anthony Rizzo laughs at second base during a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds in Cincinnati, Sunday, July 4, 2021. The Reds won 3-2. (AP Photo/Aaron Doster, File)]
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[image: Chicago Cubs' Anthony Rizzo celebrates at third base after hitting a solo home run during the first inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks Sunday, July 25, 2021, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Beaty, File)]
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            By 
            RICK FARLOW

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Anthony Rizzo will officially retire as a member of the Chicago Cubs on Saturday and will join the organization as team ambassador.
The 36-year-old Rizzo spent 10 of his 14 major league seasons with Chicago. The infielder hit .272 with 242 home runs and 784 RBIs for the Cubs and helped them win the World Series in 2016. 
"Anthony Rizzo was the face of one of the most successful eras in Chicago Cubs history, and we are so excited he will be a part of our organization for many years to come," Cubs executive chairman Tom Ricketts said in a statement.
Rizzo was a three-time All-Star, four-time Gold Glove winner, one-time Platinum Glove winner and one-time Silver Slugger award winner for the Cubs. He played his rookie season with the San Diego Padres and spent his final seasons with the New York Yankees. He completes his major league career with 1,644 hits, 303 home runs and 965 RBIs in 1,727 games played.

    
Though Cubs left fielder Ian Happ didn't make his MLB debut until 2017 with the Cubs, a year after the World Series title, Rizzo and Happ played together in Chicago for more than four seasons.



    
        




    




"The years that he was here, being here for the beginning of that rebuild, through (a) World Series (championship), through playoff success, his numbers speak for themselves when he was here," Happ said. "What he did for the city, what he did for the people -- giving back and charity work -- the city embraced him. He embraced the city. It was all pretty incredible."

    
    
    
The Cubs said Rizzo, who survived Hodgkin lymphoma, has raised millions of dollars through the Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation for cancer research and to help families dealing with the disease. He received the 2017 Roberto Clemente Award, the league's highest community service honor.
Cubs second baseman Nico Hoerner made his MLB debut in 2019 and played with Rizzo until his departure in 2021.

    
"I think he did one of the coolest things you can do as an athlete and that was here in Chicago as one of the original building blocks of the future plan for the team," Hoerner said. "He was (on) some teams that had tough years and then took it as far as you can take it, as far as winning a World Series as part of a dominant group. Obviously the World Series year itself was historic and he was there for every bit of it which is part of why fans really gravitated towards him and why it was so meaningful for him, too."
Cubs manager Craig Counsell never managed Rizzo but managed against him as an NL Central rival for six-plus years as the Brewers' skipper. 
"It always felt like (Rizzo) was in the middle of everything," Counsell said. "He was just a really good baseball player. ... He was a great defender. How he handled bunts, he was always a very challenging player to deal with. How he ran the bases for someone who wasn't that fast, he was just crafty."
Other Cubs ambassadors are Andre Dawson, Ryan Dempster, Fergie Jenkins, Lee Smith, Billy Williams, Kerry Wood and Ben Zobrist. In memoriam ambassadors include Ernie Banks, Ryne Sandberg and Ron Santo.


    
"I don't know what capacity he'll be around the organization moving forward but it's so cool to have people around, whether it's legends like Billy Williams or (Sandberg) or whoever it is that just remind you of the impact that can be had in the organization and the joy that can be created for fans," Hoerner said. "Having (Rizzo) around like that in any capacity will be really fun."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    Sports

    Chiefs coach Andy Reid says emotional outbursts in loss to Chargers are 'part of the game'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce is tackled by the Los Angeles Chargers during the first half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 5, 2025, in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Doug Benc)]
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[image: Kansas City Chiefs defensive tackle Chris Jones speaks during a press conference ahead of a NFL football game against Los Angeles Chargers in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes scores against the Los Angeles Chargers during the second half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 5, 2025, in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Doug Benc)]
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            By 
            DAVE SKRETTA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Kansas City Chiefs are downplaying a pair of emotional on-field outbursts, including one that involved star tight end Travis Kelce, that marked their season-opening loss to the Los Angeles Chargers in Brazil last week.
The first came when Kelce got into the face of right tackle Jawaan Taylor, who was penalized four times in the 27-21 loss. The second came late in the game, when Kansas City was trying to make a stop and get the ball back, and linebacker Drue Tranquill had words with defensive tackle Chris Jones, who had lost containment and allowed the Chargers to get a first down.
That mistake ultimately allowed Los Angeles to run out the clock.
"It's an emotional game. That's part of it," Chiefs coach Andy Reid said Wednesday. "The guys pull for each other, they get after each other. That's all part of it. When guys do good, they jump around. It's all part of it. Time and place for everything."

    
Reid would like to see some of that emotion a little earlier in the game.
Preferably directed at the other team.
Reid acknowledged that his team came out flat last Friday night, even though the Chiefs had vowed all offseason that they would bounce back from a lopsided Super Bowl loss to the Philadelphia Eagles -- who, by the way, visit Arrowhead Stadium for the rematch Sunday. But rather than come out with a sense of urgency against a division rival, the Chiefs fell into an early 13-3 hole, struggled to deal with Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert and ultimately never led in the game.



    
        




    




"There are no excuses, for any of us, what took place," Reid said. "We've got to do better bringing energy for sure."

    
    
    
What may be most concerning is that the early effort in Sao Paulo was strikingly similar to the languid way Kansas City started the Super Bowl. In that case, the Chiefs dug a 24-0 halftime hole against Jalen Hurts and the Eagles, and they trailed 34-0 late in the third quarter, before a couple of late touchdowns resulted in a 40-22 final margin.

    
"You have to learn from the mistakes you make. That's part of playing the game," Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes said. "You learn from your failures, just like you learn from the positive things you do, and then you come back and play better football this week, and it's going to take our best football to go out there and get a win."
Mahomes also downplayed last week's on-field disputes among teammates, saying simply: "It's football."
"It's passionate. We love the game," he said. "I'd rather have guys that are passionate about it and want to win than the other way around. And we hold each other accountable, and at the end of the day we love each other. And when you have that you can hold each other accountable, and then push forward the next time you step on the field, there's no ill will anywhere.
"It's just a bunch of guys that want to win, and want to do whatever they can to win. And so whenever that happens, sometimes passionate moments -- outbursts -- stuff happens. At the end of the day, we love each other and we're going to push each other."


    
NOTES: WRs Jalen Royals (knee) and Xavier Worthy (shoulder) did not practice Wednesday. Worthy was hurt when he collided with Kelce early in last week's game. "I just gotta be better, man. I'm 13 years in the league. There is no excuse running into my own guys like that," Kelce said on his "New Heights" podcast. ... Reid said that surgery is not a consideration for Worthy at this point, nor are the Chiefs considering putting him on injured reserve.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    Entertainment

    Polly Holliday, theater star famous as the tart waitress Flo on sitcom 'Alice,' dies at 88




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Actor Polly Holliday appears outside the 46th Street Theater in New York on July 15, 1986. (AP Photo/Waring Abbott, File)]
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[image: Actors Polly Holliday, center, and Vic Tayback, left, appear with actor Danny DeVito after receiving their Golden Globe awards in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Jan. 26, 1980. (AP Photo/George Brich, File)]
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            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Polly Holliday, a Tony Award-nominated screen and stage actor who turned the catchphrase "Kiss my grits!" into a national retort as the gum-chewing, beehive-wearing waitress aboard the long-running CBS sitcom "Alice," has died. She was 88.
Holliday died Tuesday at her home in New York, said her theatrical agent, Dennis Aspland. She was the last surviving member of the principal cast of "Alice;" Linda Lavin, who played the title character, died last year.
"Alice" ran from 1976 to 1985, but Holliday had turned into such a star that the network gave her her own short-lived spin-off called "Flo" in 1980. It lasted a year.
Holliday earned four Golden Globe nominations and won one in 1980 for "Alice," as well as four Emmy Award nominations, three for "Alice" and one for "Flo."
As for the "Kiss my grits!" line, the Alabama-born Holliday was quick to distance herself from it, telling interviewers that the line was "pure Hollywood" and not a regional saying. But she identified with Flo.

    
"She was a Southern woman you see in a lot of places," she told The Sarasota Herald-Tribune in 2003. "Not well educated, but very sharp, with a sense of humor and a resolve not to let life get her down."



    
        




    




Holliday's career included stints on Broadway -- including a Tony nod opposite Kathleen Turner in a 1990 revival of "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" -- and lots of TV, including playing the blind sister to Betty White's character in "Golden Girls." On the big screen, her credits included John Grisham 1995 legal thriller series "The Client" and portraying a protective secretary in "All the President's Men."

    
    
    
Her Broadway credits include "All Over Town" in 1974 directed by Dustin Hoffman, "Arsenic and Old Lace" in 1986 with Jean Stapleton and Abe Vigoda, and a revival of "Picnic" with Kyle Chandler in 1994. 

Some of her more memorable credits include the wicked Mrs. Deagle in "Gremlins," Tim Allen's sassy mother-in-law on "Home Improvement" and off-Broadway in "A Quarrel of Sparrows," in which The New York Times said she radiated "a refreshingly touching air of willed, cheerful imperturbability."
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                    Entertainment

    A new Whitney Houston duet? How Calum Scott made 'I Wanna Dance with Somebody' with the late star
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            A new Whitney Houston song has arrived 13 years after her death. English singer Calum Scott has made a balladic reinterpretation of the timeless "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)."(Sept. 11)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Calum Scott poses for photographers upon arrival at the launch event of the film 'Fantastic Four First Steps' on Thursday, July 10, 2025, in London, left, and Whitney Houston waves as she arrives for the "Women's World Awards" awarding ceremony in Hamburg, northern Germany, on Wednesday, June 9, 2004. (AP Photo)]
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[image: This cover image released by Capitol Records shows "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)" by Calum Scott and Whitney Houston. (Capitol Records via AP)]
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            This cover image released by Capitol Records shows "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)" by Calum Scott and Whitney Houston. (Capitol Records via AP)
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            By 
            MARIA SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It sounds impossible, but that's the magic of it. On Thursday, a new Whitney Houston song arrives 13 years after her death.
English singer Calum Scott is responsible. The single is a duet between Scott and Houston, a balladic reinterpretation of the timeless "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)," using Houston's original vocal stems. (Stems are the individual musical elements that, when combined, make up a song.)
"It wasn't even something I could have dreamt as a possibility, and the fact that I'm getting to do it is, geez, one of the honors of my career," Scott told The Associated Press. Houston's voice is one that soundtracked his childhood -- courtesy his mom -- and he refers to Houston as one of the most influential performers in his life and the lives of many. 
"Timeless," he describes her.
Here's how the new song came into existence.



    
        




    




Recording with a giant
Such an undertaking couldn't be possible without the approval of a number of parties. Specifically, it required Pat Houston, Whitney's sister-in-law and the executor of her estate, and Primary Wave, which acquired the copyrights to hit Whitney Houston songs as part of a 2022 deal. 
Pat Houston says the idea for Scott's "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)" actually came from Primary Wave. They were familiar with Scott's live cover version of the song from his stint opening for Ed Sheeran in 2024. On that tour, Scott stripped the 1987 classic down into a ballad, blending it with Robyn's "Dancing On My Own."

    
    
    
After hearing what Scott could do with the song -- taking it from its up-tempo pop spirit to a big-hearted ballad, while also taking into consideration that 2025 marks the 40th anniversary of Houston's music career -- Pat Houston was on board. It was yet another opportunity for celebration. "I said, you know what, this is a no-brainer. This is the Houston style. So, let's go with this," she said.
"Whitney was a balladeer and that's why we all fell in love with her," she continued. "And Calum turned the song into a beautiful ballad."

    
From pop hit to ballad
First, the Houston estate and Primary Wave provided Scott with the original vocal stems, produced by her longtime producer Narada Michael Walden. Then Scott recorded the song with producers Jon "MAGS" Maguire, Andrew Yeates and Charlie T in the U.K. in "about a week," he recalls. They were joined by a string section, which gave additional dimension to their somber take on the song. 
"Take a pop song and make it sad," Scott jokes of his approach.
Recording the ballad made sense because, as Scott points out, the lyrics to the original song are a bit melancholic. "You want to dance with somebody who loved you, you know, you're not actually dancing with them," he says. It's about yearning. But in an early demo, the chorus was recorded in a minor chord -- which sounded a bit too depressing. The change was made swiftly; even slowed, the song needed some of that Houston ebullience.
Another early decision: The new song would start with just Houston's voice, alone, in the first verse. "Whitney starts the song because this is her song," Scott says simply. "I would never dare stand in front of Whitney for that first verse." 

    
Eagle-eyed (eared?) fans might notice the sound of a snare drum bleeding into her vocal on that verse -- because it was originally recorded to tape, not digitally, and because "we can't change anything like that because those are etched into the song and into her vocal," says Scott. "And to remove it would be taking a piece away." 
It's one of the reasons they kept the song's iconic key change in the last chorus as well.
"I really had to dig for those high notes," he says of the recording. "It was an honor just to harmonize with her."
Getting the blessing
Scott looked to the original songwriters for approval -- the dream team of George Merrill and Shannon Rubicam. They were immediately on board.
"Some people would have come in and they would have added something ... to boost their visibility next to Whitney. And he had the boldness to tear it all down and just have acoustic piano, just Whitney, and then give her the first verse," said Merrill. "And I mean, this is his project. To me, that's showing such respect."

    
That, and they recognize Scott as a virtuosic vocalist. "His music really features his voice, as with Adele or Whitney, and rightly so because he can carry it off," said Rubicam. "There aren't just hundreds of people who can carry that off with his kind of power."
"They're a good vocal match together," she adds. "They both got a lot of emotionality and command also of their vocal instrument. ... Whitney could overpower a lot of people. But for Calum, he's confident and he had a vision about it and they both are meeting at an emotional level."

    
A duet and a collaboration -- but not a tribute
"I felt like I gently walked alongside Whitney," says Scott. The song is meant to feel alive, channeling the spirit of Houston -- not a tribute, but an active single. It's why their version of "I Wanna Dance with Somebody (Who Loves Me)" will be featured on his new album "Avenoir," out Oct. 10.
"This is as much part of my story as any other song on the album," he says. "Just being given the honor of it has been, you know, I could die a very happy man now."

"Forty years ago, this particular song was hot then and it's hot now," says Pat Houston. "So why not keep producing. But it's the right connection, it's the right platform and it certainly is the right artist to collab with her on this."
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    Movie Review: The guys from Spinal Tap are back together, but is the reunion worth it?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows, from left, Paul McCartney, Harry Shearer, Michael McKean and Christopher Guest in a scene from "Spinal Tap II: The End Continues." (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Christopher Guest, left, and Rob Reiner in a scene from "Spinal Tap II: The End Continues." (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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            This image released by Bleecker Street shows Christopher Guest in a scene from "Spinal Tap II: The End Continues." (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In an early scene from "Spinal Tap II: The End Continues," the blisteringly obtuse Nigel Tufnel asks his wife a question after he and his bandmates have reunited after many years: "I don't know whether this was a good idea or not."
Fans may ask that very same question after an albeit mercifully short sequel hits theaters Friday from the mother of all rock mockumentaries, 1984's "This Is Spinal Tap." Forget about going to 11. This one barely registers at 4.
Despite some great starry cameos -- Paul McCartney's is easily the best -- "Spinal Tap II" leans into the old favorite bits too needily and is suffocated by the constantly looming presence of death, a downer. The improv-based comedy is forced and the laughs barely register. This is a movie only for die-hard Tappers.
The structure is the band reunion and countdown to a final concert by Spinal Tap, who we are told disbanded 15 years ago. They've not agreed to reform out of love, but contract. (They owe one more live set.) The venue is in New Orleans, because a Stormy Daniels appearance fell through. (That was probably really funny in 2017.) There are simmering intra-band tensions. 

    
Rob Reiner -- who directed, starred and co-wrote the original with Christopher Guest, Michael McKean and Harry Shearer -- has once again directed the sequel, faithfully playing his role as filmmaker Marty DiBergi, complete with military baseball cap and a director's viewfinder around his neck. All the guys get screenwriting credit.

    
    
    
We learn where the trio has landed after all these years -- one runs a cheese-and-guitar shop, another is the proprietor of a glue museum and a third writes soundtracks to podcasts and the hold music for phones.
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Mortality is a constant theme, from the concert promoter who suggests one or two of the three members die onstage for good publicity -- "Would you settle for a coma?" one band member offers -- to the Shearer song "Rockin' in the Urn" to a photo shoot in a cemetery to the whole thing ending in a hospital. Bones creak when they settle into chairs; paunches are hard to hide and reading glasses are necessary. This is a movie that celebrates those whose "candles cost more than the cake." Yum, dig in.

    
Death obviously stalks the search for a drummer, who has the habit of coming to an abrupt demise whenever they join. That was a kind of background joke in the original, but here the comedians lean in too much, with cameos from reluctant suitors, including Metallica's Lars Ulrich, Red Hot Chili Peppers' Chad Smith and Questlove -- "You're legendary, but I don't want to die," he begs off -- all landing flat. Just including famous people isn't funny enough.
Valerie Franco eventually steps behind the drum kit, bringing a vitality and effervescence to a movie that sorely lacks it. But you'll cringe when Shearer's Derek Smalls hits on her, a woman four decades his junior. Shearer also at one point gets a vial stuck up his nose, a desperate bit of physical comedy that shouldn't have made the cut.
Guest's Tufnel tries cloyingly to recreate his "up to 11" from the original film when he and DiBergi discuss various guitar pedals -- one "is like someone singing through a duck" -- and he reveals a secret compartment of cheese in a guitar. It falls apart like brie on a warm day.

    
The high point is when McCartney happens to stop by the recording studio. He praises the band for their ability to rhyme "flesh tuxedo" with "pink torpedo" on the song "Big Bottom." ("That's literature," says the ex-Beatle in admiration.) But soon things grow testy between him and McKean's David St. Hubbins over a song's direction. "We'll take it under advisement," McKean curtly tells McCartney about his suggestion. Later, he grouses about the sunny McCartney: "He's got this sort of toxic personality."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Bleecker Street shows Christopher Guest, left, and Rob Reiner in a scene from "Spinal Tap II: The End Continues." (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street via AP)]
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There are also appearances by Elton John, Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood. Fran Drescher and Paul Shaffer reprise their old roles in blink-and-you'll-miss-them moments. Henry Diltz, one of rock's great photographers, also gets a cameo. 
John, whose natural comedy instincts are sadly untapped here, sits in with the band twice, for "(Listen to the) Flower People" and "Stonehenge." The movie often stalls in the second half as it loads up on performances leading up to the final concert.
One of the bits that doesn't work is that the band's apartment in New Orleans is constantly interrupted by a walking tour of haunted spots. But that's fitting, perhaps: "Spinal Tap II" is filled with ghosts. It's like watching a cover band playing the hits but then realizing it's actually the original band onstage after all.

"Spinal Tap II: The End Continues," a Bleecker Street release in theaters Friday, is rated R for "language including some sexual references." Running time: 83 minutes. One and a half stars out of four. 
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                    Business

    Musk loses crown as the world's richest person to Larry Ellison and then snatches it back




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Larry Ellison, chairman and chief technology officer of Oracle Corporation, sits in the Oval Office of the White House as President Donald Trump signs an executive order, Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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[image: Elon Musk listens as President Donald Trump meets with India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the Oval Office of the White House, Feb. 13, 2025, in Washington. (Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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            BERNARD CONDON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The battle among billionaires for bragging rights as the world's richest person got heated Wednesday with the surprising surge of an old contender: Larry Ellison.
In a stunning few minutes after markets opened, stock in Ellison's Oracle Corp. rocketed more than a third, enough for him to temporarily wrest the title from its longtime holder Elon Musk and hand it to the software giant's co-founder.
But the stock market is fickle, and Musk was back on top by the end of the day, at least according to Bloomberg, as Oracle gave up a bit of its earlier gains.
For those keeping score, the difference now is a billion, which isn't much given the size of the figures: Musk's $384.2 billion versus $383.2 billion for Ellison. 
The dueling fortunes are so big each could fund the lifestyles of 5 million typical American families for a year, about the entire population of Florida, allowing them to all quit their jobs. Or they could just tell all of South Africa to take a vacation for year and produce nothing, based on its gross domestic product. 

    
The brief switch in the ranking came after a blockbuster earnings report from Oracle powered by multibillion dollar orders from customers as the artificial-intelligence race heats up.



    
        




    




Musk became the world's richest person for the first time four years ago. A big reason is his stake in a hot, but now cooling, electric car maker, Tesla.

    
    
    
Stock in the company has been moving in the opposite direction of Oracle's, dropping 14% so far this year. Musk also controls several private companies, including rocket maker SpaceX, his artificial intelligence company xAI and the former Twitter, now called X.
Ellison owns about 40% of Oracle, which means its surging stock added $100 billion to his net worth in little over a half-hour after the stock market opened. 
The night before, after trading had closed, the company announced in an earnings report that it had struck more than $300 billion worth of new deals, including contracts with the OpenAI, Meta, Nvidia and Musk's xAI. It said that it now expects revenue from its cloud infrastructure business to jump 77% to $18 billion this fiscal year. then rise to $144 billion in four years after that.

    
Ellison said in an earnings call that Oracle would not just be making money from its computing centers that help build the next chatbots, but from the day-to-day running of those AI systems to run robots in factories, design drugs in laboratories, place bets in financial markets and automate legal and sales work at companies.
In other words, Ellison's surge in wealth Wednesday morning reflected investor expectations that computers will take over many jobs now done by humans -- and Oracle will benefit.
Or as the 81-year-old said on the call, "AI Changes Everything."
Musk is hoping the same for Tesla and his own net worth, but he's been struggling to convince investors.
The company had been promising a big turnaround in electric car sales after they fell sharply earlier this year, but the bounce back hasn't happened. Musk has been downplaying the bad numbers by trying to shift investors' focus to Tesla's other business of making robots and advances in the artificial intelligence behind its cars and robotaxis. 

    
While he keeps talking up the Tesla future, though, the bad news keeps coming. 

Tesla sales in the European Union plunged 40% earlier this summer, the seventh month in row of drops, as customers balked at buying his cars after he took to X to support extreme right-wing politicians there. The company has been losing market share in the U.S., too, as buyers angry with his embrace of Donald Trump have stayed away from Tesla showrooms.
Oracle stock closed Wednesday at $328.33, a 36% jump. Tesla was up less than 1% at $347.79.
---
AP writers Matt O'Brien in Providence, R.I., and Michael Liedtke in San Francisco contributed to this story.
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                    Business

    Rising inflation and a deteriorating job market puts the Fed and Americans in a difficult spot




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A personal shopper gathers items to fill an online grocery order in Dallas, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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            CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Inflation rose last month as the price of gas, groceries and airfares jumped while new data showed applications for unemployment aid soared, putting the Federal Reserve in an increasingly tough spot as it prepares to cut rates at its meeting next week despite persistent price pressures.
Consumer prices increased 2.9% in August from a year earlier, the Labor Department said Thursday, up from 2.7% the previous month and the biggest jump since January. Excluding the volatile food and energy categories, core prices rose 3.1%, the same as in July. Both figures are above the Federal Reserve's 2% target. 

    
    
    
A separate government report Thursday showed that weekly applications for unemployment aid jumped 27,000 to 263,000, the highest in nearly four years. Requests for jobless benefits are a proxy for layoffs. Recent reports have also showed that hiring has weakened dramatically this year and was lower than previously estimated last year. 

    
The data raises the specter of "stagflation," a trend that last bedeviled the U.S. economy in the 1970s. The term refers to a period of slower growth, higher unemployment along with rising inflation. It is unusual because a weak economy typically keeps inflation in check. 



    
        




    




Such a scenario could create major headaches for the Fed as it prepares for a meeting next week, when policymakers are widely expected to cut their short-term rate to about 4.1% from 4.3%. The Fed is under relentless pressure from President Donald Trump to cut rates. At the same time, stubborn inflation while the job market is weakening is difficult for the central bank because they are diverging trends that require polar reactions from Fed policymakers to address. 

    
    
    
Typically the Fed would cut its key rate when unemployment rises to spur more spending and growth. Yet it would do the opposite and raise rates -- or at least keep them unchanged -- in the face of rising inflation.

    
Last month, Chair Jerome Powell signaled that Fed officials are increasingly concerned about weaker hiring, setting the stage for a rate cut next week. Wall Street investors think there is an 85% chance the Fed will cut twice more after that, according to futures pricing tracked by CME Fedwatch. 

    
"Consumer inflation came in mildly hotter than forecast, but not nearly high enough to prevent the Fed from starting to cut rates next week," Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist for Nationwide, said. "The labor market is losing steam and reinforces that the Fed needs to start cutting rates next week and that it will be the start of a series of rate reductions." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- In this Feb. 5, 2018, file photo, the seal of the Board of Governors of the United States Federal Reserve System is displayed in the ground at the Marriner S. Eccles Federal Reserve Board Building in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    FILE- In this Feb. 5, 2018, file photo, the seal of the Board of Governors of the United States Federal Reserve System is displayed in the ground at the Marriner S. Eccles Federal Reserve Board Building in Washington. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Where inflation heads next is a key question for the Fed. While Thursday's report showed inflation picked up, data released Wednesday suggested prices at the wholesale level are cooling. Economists also noted that a separate measure of inflation that the Fed prefers, which will be released in about two weeks, should come in lower than Thursday's figures and paint a more benign picture of prices.
On a monthly basis, overall inflation accelerated, rising 0.4% from July to August, faster than the 0.2% pace the previous month. Core prices rose 0.3% for the second straight month. 

    
    
    
Many economists and some key members of the Fed think that the current pickup in inflation reflects one-time increases from Trump's sweeping tariffs and won't lead to a lasting inflationary trend. They argue that a weaker job market will hold down wages and force companies to keep prices in check. 
Subadra Rajappa, head of U.S. rates strategy at Societe Generale, said that while inflation was elevated last month, there were also signs that the cost of services moderated, suggesting that outside of tariffs, prices are cooling.
Yet Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM, a tax and consulting firm, says that higher-income households are still spending sufficiently to push some prices higher, such as hotel and airfare costs, which leapt last month. Such spending could keep inflation stubbornly high even in a weak job market, he said.
"The Fed's getting ready to cut into a sustained increase in prices," he said. "Very unusual spot. ... we can see tariff induced inflation in a slow, steady and methodical manner."

    
Goods prices picked up last month, a sign Trump's sweeping tariffs are pushing up costs. Gas prices jumped 1.9% just from July to August, the biggest monthly increase since a 4% rise in December. Grocery prices climbed 0.6%, pushed higher by more expensive tomatoes, apples, and beef. Rental costs also increased, rising 0.4%, faster than the previous month. 
Clothing costs rose 0.5% just last month, though they are still just slightly more expensive than a year ago. Furniture costs rose 0.3% and are 4.7% higher than a year earlier. 
Some restaurant owners have boosted prices to offset the rising costs of food. Cheetie Kumar, who owns Mediterranean eatery Ajja in Raleigh, North Carolina, said she's facing higher costs on everything ranging from spices she imports from India, coffee and chocolate she gets from Brazil, and soy she gets from Canada.

    
"Those are things that I cannot source locally, we do source a lot of produce and meat and everything else from local farmers, but I don't know any nutmeg growers in North Carolina," she said. 
Her overall costs are up about 10% from a year ago, with beef costs up 7%, and much bigger increases for things like coffee, chocolate (300%) and spices (100%).
She's raised prices on some of her menu items by $1 or $2, but said she's at the limit of how much she can do so before demand wanes and she stops earning a profit. 
Bigger companies are also feeling the pinch. 
E.L.F. Cosmetics said this spring that it was raising prices by $1. Last month, however, CFO Mandy Fields said it is no longer certain whether the $1 price increases will be enough to offset rising tariff costs.

Shoppers have yet to feel the big sting that economists had predicted earlier in the year. Many retailers ordered goods ahead of tariffs and have also absorbed a big chunk of the costs rather than passing them along to consumers, who've grown increasingly leery of price increases.
But Walmart and other big chains have warned of costs increases as they replenish their inventories, with the full impact of tariffs in effect. 
___
AP Business Writer Anne D'Innocenzio contributed from New York. AP Business Writer Mae Anderson contributed from Nashville. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inflation-economy-trump-federal-reserve-fabecefa501709184895bf73b3dc698a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    Trump takes one step back and another forward in his attempt to reshape the Fed
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[image: Stephen Miran testifies during a Senate Banking Committee hearing on his nomination to be a member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, on Capitol Hill Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump's goal of appointing a majority of the Federal Reserve's board of governors faced a setback late Tuesday when a court blocked his unprecedented attempt to fire Lisa Cook. 
But the very next next day, his nominee to replace another Fed governor moved forward, giving him one more opportunity during his second term to reshape the Fed. 
Over time, Trump will almost certainly get the lower short-term interest rate he is seeking, economists say, although it's unlikely the Fed will shave 3 percentage points from its current level of about 4.3%, as he has demanded, even if he gets most of the seats on the seven-member board. 
On Wednesday, Trump got one step closer to reaching a majority when the Senate Banking Committee approved the president's nomination of Stephen Miran, one of his top economic advisers, to an open position on the Fed's board. The full Senate is expected to approve Miran shortly. He could end up participating in the central bank's policy meeting next week, when it is expected to reduce its key interest rate by a quarter-point to about 4.1%. 

    
But Trump took a step back with Cook after a federal court blocked his attempt to fire her late Tuesday. Jia Cobb, a judge appointed by former president Joe Biden, ruled that the firing was illegal because the administration did not provide sufficient cause to remove her. That means Cook is also likely to participate in next week's Fed meeting.



    
        




    




The Trump administration appealed that ruling Wednesday, and many observers expect the case could end up at the Supreme Court.
Here are where things stand regarding Trump, the Federal Reserve, and its traditional independence. 

    
Trump's ability to fire Cook 
Fed governors aren't like Cabinet members or other officials who serve at the pleasure of the president. Under the law governing the Fed, they can't be fired over policy disagreements, but can be dismissed "for cause."
Trump has accused Cook of committing mortgage fraud when she bought two properties in 2021 --before she joined the Fed -- which she said were both "primary residences." Such a designation can result in lower down payments and mortgage rates than if one of the homes was classified as a rental or second house.
On Tuesday, Cobb ruled that Fed governors can only be fired for malfeasance or other actions while in office and said the White House also failed to provide Cook with a chance to formally respond to charges against her. 
The appeals court or the Supreme Court could stay the district court's decision, which would remove Cook from the Fed's board until her case is resolved. The Supreme Court has shown sympathy for Trump's arguments that the president can remove many officials from agencies previously seen as independent. But in a case earlier this year, the Supreme Court said that the central bank is a "unique, semi-private entity" and suggested its officials may have greater protection from being removed by the White House. 

    
Miran's appointment raises concerns over Fed independence 
Trump picked Miran to replace former Fed governor Adriana Kugler, who stepped down Aug. 1. Miran would, if approved, simply finish her term, which expires in January.
Miran has taken the unusual step of planning to keep his job as the chair of the White House's Council of Economic Advises if he does win Senate approval. While previous presidents have appointed their aides to the Fed, they have always then stepped down from White House jobs. 
Nearly all economists and most Wall Street investors prefer a Fed that is independent from day-to-day politics. They worry that if the Fed falls under the control of the White House, it will keep its key interest rate lower than justified by economic fundamentals to satisfy Trump's demands for cheaper borrowing. 
That could accelerate inflation and over time could also push up longer-term interest rates, such as those on mortgages and car loans. Investors may demand a higher yield to own bonds to offset greater inflation in the future, lifting borrowing costs for the U.S. government and the entire economy.

    
Where things currently stand with the Fed
If Miran is confirmed, he will be the third Trump appointee to the Fed's seven-member board, after Trump appointed Christopher Waller and Michelle Bowman in his first term. If Cook is able to keep her seat, then Trump's next opportunity would arrive in May, when current Fed Chair Jerome Powell's term ends. 
It's possible that Powell could pull an unusual move and remain on the Fed's board even after stepping down as chair. If so, that would deprive Trump of another appointment and would force him to choose a new chair from the existing seven governors. 
Powell has declined to answer when he has been asked whether he will leave the board after his term as chair ends. But if he does leave, then Trump could appoint a fourth member and gain a majority. 
The four other governors are serving terms that last beyond the end of Trump's time in office. Governors are appointed to 14-year terms, in part to shield them from political pressure. 

    
Still, many governors step down before their terms end, so Trump may have more opportunities to add loyalists to the board. 

"Over time the composition of the Fed aligns with the views of the administration because you pick like-minded people," said Vincent Reinhart, chief economist at BNY, a bank. "The direction of travel is for lower rates."
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    How to use 8 arms? Octopuses tend to explore with their front limbs




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a mating pair of wild Octopus americanus, one displaying the arm action "raise." (Chelsea Bennice via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild Octopus americanus. (Roger Hanlon via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild Octopus americanus off the coast of south Florida. (Chelsea Bennice via AP)]
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            This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild Octopus americanus off the coast of south Florida. (Chelsea Bennice via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild common octopus in a field of shell rubble. (Chelsea Bennice via AP)]
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            This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild common octopus in a field of shell rubble. (Chelsea Bennice via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2024 shows a wild Octopus americanus displaying the behavior "moving rock." (Roger Hanlon via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Humans may be right-handed or left-handed. It turns out octopuses don't have a dominant arm, but they do tend to perform some tasks more often with their front arms, new research shows. 
Scientists studied a series of short videos of wild octopuses crawling, swimming, standing, fetching, and groping -- among other common activities -- to analyze how each of the eight arms were moving.
"All of the arms can do all of this stuff - that's really amazing," said co-author and marine biologist Roger Hanlon of the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts. 
Octopus limbs aren't specialized as many mammal limbs are. However, the three octopus species in the study showed a clear preference for using their four front arms, which they did about 60% of the time. The back arms were used more frequently for stilting and rolling that help move the octopus forward.

    
"The forward arms do most of the exploring, the rear arms are mostly for walking," said Mike Vecchione, a Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History zoologist who was not involved in the study.
Researchers analyzed video clips taken between 2007 and 2015 in the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. It was the first large study to examine precise limb actions in the wild. 



    
        




    




Unlike previous research of octopus behavior in a laboratory setting, the new work showed that octopuses did not show a preference for right or left arms in their natural environment. 

    
    
    
Results were published Thursday in Scientific Reports. 
"I'm in awe that the researchers managed to do this," said Janet Voight, an octopus biologist at the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, who had no role in the study. 
Octopuses are shy and elusive creatures. The species studied spend most of their time hidden in dens -- meaning that filming them required patience and perseverance over many years.

    
Octopus limbs are complex -- used for mobility and sensing the environment. Each arm contains between 100 and 200 suckers - complex sensory organs "equivalent to the human nose, lips, and tongue," said Hanlon.
If an arm is bitten off by a predator, as often happens in the wild, octopuses have multiple backups. 
"When you've got eight arms and they're all capable," Hanlon said, "there's a lot of redundancy." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    AP Fact Check

    Experts: George Floyd died from knee to neck, not drug overdose




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: FILE - Protesters hold signs as they march during a protest over the death of George Floyd in Chicago on May 30, 2020. The Associated Press on Friday, Oct. 21, 2022 reported on false claims re-circulating on social media that Floyd died from a drug overdose, not the actions of police during his arrest. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    FILE - Protesters hold signs as they march during a protest over the death of George Floyd in Chicago on May 30, 2020. The Associated Press on Friday, Oct. 21, 2022 reported on false claims re-circulating on social media that Floyd died from a drug overdose, not the actions of police during his arrest. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        CLAIM: George Floyd died from a fentanyl overdose, not from the actions of arresting Minneapolis police officers. 

AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. The county medical examiner's office ruled Floyd's death a homicide due to "cardiopulmonary arrest," not an overdose, even though he had fentanyl and methamphetamine in his system. Medical experts at the murder trial for one of the former police officers involved also testified Floyd died of a lack of oxygen from being pinned to the pavement with a knee on his neck, not from drug use. A jury unanimously agreed, finding the former officer guilty of murder and manslaughter.
THE FACTS: Social media users in recent days have revived false claims surrounding the death of Floyd during an arrest by Minneapolis police more than two years ago. 
The claims resurfaced after rapper Kanye West, legally known as Ye, cast doubt on the circumstances of Floyd's May 25, 2020, death during a recent podcast appearance, and as the criminal trial for two other police officers involved is set to open next week.

    
"They hit him with the fentanyl. If you look, the guy's knee wasn't even on his neck like that," West said, citing a new documentary from conservative commentator Candace Owens. The documentary focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement that Floyd's death helped spark, but also delves into the fentanyl claims. 



    
        




    




"I never heard none of this fentanyl talk till recently," another user wrote in a lengthy Instagram post that also references West's comments and Owens' documentary. "Did you all know this or is this new information to you as well?"

    
    
    
But the presence of fentanyl and other illicit substances isn't a new revelation. 
In fact, it was a major focus for defense attorneys in the murder trial of Derek Chauvin, the officer captured on video placing his knee on Floyd's neck. He was ultimately sentenced to more than 22 years in prison. 

    
The Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office ruled Floyd's death a homicide due to "cardiopulmonary arrest" from "law enforcement subdual, restraint, and neck compression." 
Floyd, who had a history of heart disease and opioid addiction, was also found with 11 nanograms per milliliter of fentanyl in his system as well as 19 nanograms per milliliter of methamphetamine, according to the office's autopsy.
Lewis Nelson, director of the medical toxicology division at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, told the AP on Thursday that the medical examiner's office and the expert witnesses called by prosecutors during the trial properly concluded that Floyd did not die of an overdose or because of his drug use.
He said the amount of fentanyl found in Floyd's system could be lethal for a first-time user or a young child or a smaller adult, but likely not for Floyd, who was 46 years old, stood more than six feet tall, weighed more than 200 pounds and struggled with opioid addiction. Nelson also dismissed the amount of meth in Floyd's system as "trivial."
"If somebody was a chronic user and their blood level was 11, we wouldn't be particularly concerned," Nelson said of the amount of fentanyl in Floyd. "In fact, sometimes people could be in withdrawal with levels of 11. It's tricky. You have to put it in context."

    
Leo Beletsky, an opioid expert at Northeastern University in Boston who was also not involved in the trial, agreed, noting that Floyd didn't exhibit the typical signs of opioid overdose.
"They fall into a sleep-like state," he said of overdose victims. "They have shallow breathing. They stop talking. Their face turns ashen or their fingertips turn blue and their lips turn pale. The physical responses that he was having were much more consistent with trauma than an overdose."
Some social media users have also claimed that video of Floyd's death shows Chauvin's knee wasn't pressed on his neck the entire time, giving him moments to catch his breath and not suffocate, a point that's also raised in Owens' documentary.
That too was a focal point for defense lawyers during the trial and isn't a new argument. An expert witness for the prosecution testified Chauvin had his knee on Floyd's neck area nearly the full 9 1/2 minutes he was pinned to the ground. 

    
Jody Stiger, a Los Angeles police officer and use-of-force expert, said during trial that Chauvin appeared to bear down on Floyd with his full weight, even if there were moments he might have briefly shifted the knee to Floyd's shoulder blade area or the base of his neck.
"Defense attorneys for Chauvin were throwing everything at the wall to see what would stick," Lee Merritt, a lawyer representing Floyd's brother, Philonise, told the AP by phone. "But their arguments were proven false in the criminal and civil cases."
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison's office, which prosecuted Chauvin, and Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office both declined to comment, citing the upcoming trial of former officers J. Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao.

    
Representatives for West and Owens also didn't respond to emails seeking comment this week, but lawyers for Floyd's family say they intend to sue West for harassment, defamation and emotional distress.
Kay Harper Williams, who represents Floyd's young daughter and her mother, said in a statement to the AP the family is being "retraumatized" by the false claims that "essentially undermine our justice system and the legacy of George Floyd."
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fact-check-george-floyd-kanye-west-police-397984860325



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    AP Fact Check

    George Floyd's autopsy report is not new, does not say he died of an overdose




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, Thursday, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. A page from the autopsy report for Floyd being shared by social media users  was released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in 2020. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tributes are displayed on the three-year anniversary of George Floyd's death at George Floyd Square, Thursday, May 25, 2023, in Minneapolis. A page from the autopsy report for Floyd being shared by social media users was released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in 2020. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            MELISSA GOLDIN and PHILIP MARCELO

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CLAIM: A new autopsy report for George Floyd has been released in 2023, revealing he died from a drug overdose, not from the actions of arresting Minneapolis police officers.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. Social media users are sharing a page from the 20-page autopsy report that was publicly released by the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's office in full on June 3, 2020. It has not been changed since. While the page says he had fentanyl and methamphetamine in his system, and did not have "life-threatening injuries," the full report concludes Floyd died from "cardiopulmonary arrest," not an overdose. 
THE FACTS: As the three-year anniversary of Floyd's death arrived on Thursday, some social media users shared what they erroneously claimed was new evidence about the circumstances of his passing.
Many of the posts presented a page from an autopsy report that supposedly had not been made public before. One section on the page lists the drugs that were in Floyd's system when he died, while another states, "no life-threatening injuries identified."

    
"BREAKING NEWS: George Floyd full autopsy released," reads one tweet. "Says 'no life threatening injuries identified' and reveals high levels of multiple additional toxic drugs on top of the Fentanyl that was initially reported." It had received more than 48,000 likes and more than 16,000 shares by Friday.



    
        




    




Another tweet that had received more than 29,600 likes and more than 6,600 shares stated that "the coroner's report says Floyd died from drugs - not COPS."

    
    
    
But the image being shared online simply shows the second page of the autopsy report released three years ago by Hennepin County. It does not prove anything new about Floyd's death, and ignores that the prior page concludes that it was a homicide due to "cardiopulmonary arrest" from "law enforcement subdual, restraint, and neck compression."

    
Carolyn Marinan, a spokesperson for Hennepin County, confirmed that the report "has not been amended or changed since it was finalized on June 1, 2020."
John Stiles, deputy chief of staff for Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, said that the image "is a page ripped from the Hennepin County Medical Examiner's 2020 autopsy" and shows "nothing new."
During his murder trial, defense attorneys for Derek Chauvin, the officer captured on video placing his knee on Floyd's neck during the fatal arrest, put a major focus on the presence of fentanyl and other illicit substances in Floyd's system. Chauvin was ultimately found guilty and sentenced to more than 22 years in prison. Three other former Minnesota cops -- Thomas Lane, J. Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao -- have also been given prison time for their role in Floyd's death.
Expert witnesses called by prosecutors during the trial concluded that Floyd did not die of an overdose or because of his drug use.
Independent experts have previously told the AP that underlying medical problems and drug use revealed in the autopsy report don't change the conclusion that Floyd's death was a homicide, explaining that these conditions simply made it more likely that he would not fare well under stress.

    
They have also noted that the fact that no major bruising or damage to the muscles, cartilage or bones in the neck was found -- as indicated under the phrase "no life-threatening injuries identified" in the autopsy -- does not mean that asphyxia did not occur. Only that there are no signs of it on the body.
Stiles called use of the phrase in the false posts spreading online "cherry-picked" and said that it "demonstrates the limitations of an autopsy by itself in diagnosing death by asphyxiation."
___


This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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                    AP Fact Check

    A photo that appears to show Trump's ear with no damage after the attempted assassination is actually from 2022




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Republican Ohio Senate candidate JD Vance speaks as Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump listens at a campaign rally in Youngstown, Ohio, Sept. 17, 2022.  (AP Photo/Tom E. Puskar, File)]
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    Follow AP's live coverage of the 2024 presidential race.


    


CLAIM: A photo taken on Monday shows former President Donald Trump with no damage to his right ear, contrary to reports that it was injured in an attempted assassination on Saturday.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. The photo was taken on Sept. 17, 2022, at a rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for then-U.S. Senate candidate JD Vance. Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Myriad photos show his ear bloodied after a shooter opened fire at his rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, over the weekend.
THE FACTS: Social media users are sharing the old photo as new, with some falsely presenting it as evidence that Trump was not injured by the gunfire.
"The top part of his ear grew back," reads one X post from Monday night that had received approximately 40,000 likes and 13,200 shares as of Tuesday. "(Yes. This is from today)"

    
Another X post from Monday night states: "This image of Trump was taken today. There is absolutely nothing wrong with his ear, and it has zero damage, FROM A BULLET. Everything about Trump is a con or a grift." It received approximately 26,000 likes and 8,600 shares.



    
        




    




But the photo was taken nearly two years ago.
It is from a Sept. 17, 2022, rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for Vance during his Senate campaign. The image appeared in multiple articles published around that time. Trump chose Vance, now a U.S. senator, as his running mate on Monday.

    
    
    
The version spreading online is cropped to show only Trump and is zoomed in to show the former president's ear more clearly. In the original, Vance can be seen speaking at a podium while Trump stands behind him.
Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Numerous photos from the aftermath of the shooting show the same ear bloodied.
Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle from a nearby roof at a rally for the Republican nominee on Saturday. He was killed by Secret Service personnel, officials said.


    
The attempted assassination left Trump and two other men wounded. Corey Comperatore, a 50-year-old fire chief, was killed while protecting his family. The FBI said it was investigating the attack as a potential act of domestic terrorism, but has not identified a clear ideological motive, The Associated Press has reported.
___
This is part of the AP's effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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    FACT FOCUS: A look at false claims around the assassination attempt on former President Trump
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            The assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump is fueling a range of false claims and conspiracy theories as authorities seek information about the 20-year-old shooter's motive and security at the venue that failed to stop the shooting

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by U.S. Secret Service at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., on Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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            MELISSA GOLDIN and DAVID KLEPPER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump, who is running for reelection, is fueling a range of false claims and conspiracy theories as authorities seek information about the 20-year-old shooter's background and motive, how he obtained the AR-style rifle he fired at Trump and security at the venue that failed to stop the shooting.
Here's a look at the facts.
___
Photo is said to show Trump's ear with no damage on Monday after shooting. It's from 2022
CLAIM: A photo taken on Monday shows former President Donald Trump with no damage to his right ear, contrary to reports that it was injured in an attempted assassination on Saturday.
THE FACTS: The photo was taken on Sept. 17, 2022, at a rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for then-U.S. Senate candidate JD Vance. Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Myriad photos show his ear bloodied after a shooter opened fire at his rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, over the weekend.
Social media users are sharing the old photo as new, with some falsely presenting it as evidence that Trump was not injured by the gunfire.
"The top part of his ear grew back," reads one X post from Monday night that had received approximately 40,000 likes and 13,200 shares as of Tuesday. "(Yes. This is from today)"
Another X post from Monday night states: "This image of Trump was taken today. There is absolutely nothing wrong with his ear, and it has zero damage, FROM A BULLET. Everything about Trump is a con or a grift." It received approximately 26,000 likes and 8,600 shares.


    
    
    
But the photo was taken nearly two years ago.
It is from a Sept. 17, 2022, rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for Vance during his Senate campaign. The image appeared in multiple articles published around that time. Trump chose Vance, now a U.S. senator, as his running mate on Monday.
The version spreading online is cropped to show only Trump and is zoomed in on the former president's ear. In the original, Vance can be seen speaking at a podium while Trump stands behind him.
Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Numerous photos from the aftermath of the shooting show the same ear bloodied.
Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle from a nearby roof at a rally for the Republican nominee on Saturday. He was killed by Secret Service personnel, officials said.
The attempted assassination left Trump and two other men wounded. Corey Comperatore, a 50-year-old fire chief, was killed while protecting his family. The FBI said it was investigating the attack as a potential act of domestic terrorism, but has not identified a clear ideological motive, The Associated Press has reported.
___
Online posts falsely claim sharpshooter was told not to fire on suspect in Trump shooting
CLAIM: A law enforcement sniper assigned to Trump's rally Saturday in Butler, Pennsylvania, says the head of the Secret Service ordered him not to shoot the suspect accused of attempting to assassinate Trump.
THE FACTS: No such order was made. Snipers killed the suspected shooter moments after he opened fire on the former president, bloodying Trump's ear, killing one rally attendee and injuring two. The Secret Service and the Butler Police Department say they have no agents, officers or employees with the name of the person claiming to be the sharpshooter.
Following Saturday's attempt on Trump's life, a poster on the online message board 4chan wrote that they were a sniper assigned to the rally, and that they can be seen in a photo of two law enforcement officers on the roof at the rally.
"My name is Jonathan Willis," the poster wrote. "I came here to inform the public that I had the assassin in my sights for at least 3 minutes, but the head of the secret service refused to give the order to take out the perp. 100% the top brass prevented me from killing the assassin before he took the shots at president Trump," the post claimed.
But there is no agent or officer by the name of Jonathan Willis working for the Secret Service or the Butler police, and no internet records of such an officer could be located.
A spokesman for the Secret Service said snipers are trained and instructed to act whenever they see a threat, and do not await instructions before taking a shot to neutralize a suspect. He said he couldn't discuss the specifics of agency communication or the details of the ongoing investigation, but said the post was false.
Witnesses at the rally alerted law enforcement to the suspect, identified as Thomas Matthew Crooks, after they saw him perched atop a nearby roof. A local law enforcement officer climbed to the roof and found Crooks, who pointed the rifle at the officer. The officer retreated, and the gunman quickly fired toward Trump, the officials said. That's when U.S. Secret Service gunmen shot him, officials have said.
Crooks, a nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle. A spectator was killed and two others were critically injured.
Authorities said the shooting was an attempted assassination, but haven't yet determined what motivated Crooks to try to kill Trump, the AP has reported.
___
Posts misrepresent photo to claim Trump was shot in the chest and saved by a bulletproof vest
CLAIM: A photo shows a bullet hole in Trump's suit jacket, proving that he was shot in the chest during the attempted assassination.
THE FACTS: The photo actually shows a fold in the suit jacket of a Secret Service agent protecting Trump. Another Associated Press image taken moments before clearly shows there is no hole in Trump's jacket. What appears to be a hole can be seen diminishing as the agent moves in video of the shooting's aftermath. 
Social media users are sharing the photo from the assassination attempt to claim that the former president was shot in the chest. Some posts suggest he survived because he was wearing a bulletproof vest.
In the image, what seems to be a small hole appears inches below Trump's right underarm. Many posts use a zoomed-in version of the photo that has a circle around the supposed hole to emphasize the hard-to-notice detail.
"#Trump was also shot in the chest," reads one X post. "The bulletproof vest saved him #We support Trump.
Another X post similarly reads, "It appears that Trump was shot in the chest, as the bullet seem to have pierced his suit; he was wearing a bulletproof vest."
But the apparent hole is actually a fold in the sleeve of the Secret Service agent's jacket, not the aftermath of a bullet.
The photo taken by an AP photographer shows the agent bending over as she protects Trump, her jacket appearing slightly darker than the former president's. The fold can be seen by following the edge of the agent's jacket from her neck to just below her left shoulder.
Moreover, another AP image taken moments before the one with the supposed hole clearly shows the right side of Trump's jacket as he raises his fist. No hole can be seen in the jacket.
Trump wrote on his social media platform that he was "shot with a bullet that pierced the upper part of my right ear." Photos and video from the rally show blood on his right ear and on the right side of his face.
The Secret Service declined to comment on details of the shooting, including where the bullets hit, and did not respond to a follow-up inquiry about whether Trump was wearing a bulletproof vest. Trump's campaign did not respond to a request for comment.
___ Photo edited to make it appear Secret Service agents were smiling after attempt on Trump's life
CLAIM: A photo from the attempted assassination of Trump shows Secret Service agents smiling as they surround him after the shooting.
THE FACTS: The photo was edited to make it appear the agents were smiling. In the original, taken by an Associated Press photographer, the same agents can be seen with neutral expressions.
After the shooting, social media users shared the altered image, with some suggesting it was evidence that the assassination attempt had been staged.
The photo shows Trump with blood on his face and ear, pumping his fist in front of an American flag while Secret Service agents surround him. Three agents whose faces are visible seem to be grinning as they protect the former president.
"Why are all 3 Secret Service agents smiling, at least that is how it appears to me," reads one post on X. "Do to the seriousness of the situation, I would think their expressions would be grim + determined. Now, if it was a staged event, these expressions would make more sense."
But the agents were not smiling at that moment. The photo was edited to make it appear otherwise.

The original image shows the same three agents with neutral expressions. One man is positioned behind Trump, a second man stands by his left shoulder and a woman is bent over on his right side, beneath his raised arm.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    False claim of human meat in McDonald's factories stems from old hoax
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                                        CLAIM: Human meat has been discovered in the freezers of an Oklahoma City McDonald's meat factory, as well as in about 90% of other McDonald's meat factories inspected so far. 
AP'S ASSESSMENT: Satire. Human remains have not been found in McDonald's factories. This false claim is a years-old hoax that first appeared on the satirical blog Huzlers.com in 2014.
THE FACTS: On Aug. 23, a Facebook page with a history of spreading conspiracy theories shared another bogus rumor: that human meat was discovered at a McDonald's meat factory.
"First Horse meat, then the mysterious 'Pink slime', Now Human meat?" read the post viewed by more than 51,000 Facebook users. The baseless post also claimed that the human remains came from children, and that health inspectors following up on the case "horrifyingly found human meat in about 90% of the factories inspected thus far."

    
The Facebook page The Hidden Truth shared the information as true, but included a link that redirected Facebook users to Huzlers.com, a satire blog.
The story on Huzlers.com had no official sources or evidence, and was first shared in March 2014, according to a search of internet archives.



    
        




    




McDonald's patties are made of 100% beef, according to the company's website.
__


This is part of The Associated Press' ongoing effort to fact-check misinformation that is shared widely online, including work with Facebook to identify and reduce the circulation of false stories on the platform.
Here's more information on Facebook's fact-checking program: https://www.facebook.com/help/1952307158131536
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    No, the US government didn't 'mysteriously lose' trillions of dollars the day before 9/11




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: FILE - In this 1990 file photo, New York City skyline with World Trade Center's twin towers in the center. (AP Photo, File)]
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                                        CLAIM: The U.S. government "mysteriously lost" trillions of dollars the day before the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
AP'S ASSESSMENT: False. That long-circulating claim misrepresents remarks about $2.3 trillion in accounting entries that officials at the time said were insufficiently documented because of outdated technology. The entries were made during fiscal year 1999 and detailed in an early 2000 report.
THE FACTS: More than two decades after the 9/11 attacks, false claims and conspiracy theories about the events continue to surface online.
One meme being shared ahead of the 22-year anniversary is repeating a debunked assertion that the attacks were somehow related to "trillions" of taxpayer dollars going missing.
"The US Government when they found a way to distract people from the trillions of dollars they mysteriously lost on Sept. 10, 2001," the Instagram post reads. The post uses visuals, including a photo of the Twin Towers, to suggest the attacks were the purported distraction.

    
But it's not true that the government "mysteriously lost" trillions the day before 9/11.
Instead, the long-circulating claim refers to remarks that then-Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld gave on Sept. 10, 2001, about the Pentagon's business practices.
"The technology revolution has transformed organizations across the private sector," Rumsfeld said at one point. "But not ours, not fully, not yet. We are, as they say, tangled in our anchor chain. Our financial systems are decades old. According to some estimates, we cannot track $2.3 trillion in transactions."
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[image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: A look at false and misleading claims made by RFK Jr. during Senate hearing
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis answers a question after announcing a lawsuit against book publishers McGraw Hill, Inc. and Savvas Learning Co., Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025, with Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, not pictured, during a press conference at Voyager K-8 School in St. Cloud, Fla. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                FACT FOCUS: DeSantis' misleading claims about why Florida missed out on a congressional seat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Louisiana National Guard patrol at Union Station, Tuesday, Aug. 26, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Trump suggests more US cities need National Guard but crime stats tell a different story
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    





    
    
    
But Rumsfeld wasn't saying the Department of Defense was missing $2.3 trillion. He was using the number to illustrate that the department was having trouble keeping track of its finances because of outdated technology.
Moreover, while Rumsfeld did reference the figure the day before 9/11, it wasn't new information.

    
The figure was included in a February 2000 audit report for fiscal year 1999 by the Defense Department's inspector general, which noted: "For the accounting entries, $2.3 trillion was not supported by adequate audit trails or sufficient evidence to determine their validity."

Later that year, Robert Lieberman, who was then the assistant inspector general for the department, cited the $2.3 trillion number during testimony before a congressional task force in which he discussed "how difficult it has been for DOD to emulate private sector financial reporting practices."
___
Associated Press writer Melissa Goldin contributed to this report.
___
This is part of AP's effort to address widely shared misinformation, including work with outside companies and organizations to add factual context to misleading content that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP.
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                    Oddities

    Swastikas still linger on some flags in Finland's air force, but are on the way out




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Flags of Finnish Air Forces are seen during a parade in Jyvaskyla, Finland in November 2024. (Tommi Anttonen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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[image: The flag of Finnish Air Forces during a parade at the Santahamina garrison island in Helsinki, Finland, on July 31, 2019. (Martti Kainulainen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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[image: Finnish aerobatics group Midnight Hawks performs during a celebration marking the Russian air force's 100th anniversary in Zhukovsky, outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2012. (AP Photo/Misha Japaridze, File)]
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            By 
            JAMEY KEATEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Finland's Air Force, now part of NATO, still flies swastikas on a handful of unit flags -- but is preparing to phase them out, largely to avoid awkwardness with its Western allies.
The history of the Finnish air force's use of the swastika, which since the 20th century has largely been associated with Nazi tyranny and hate groups, is more complex than at first appearance. It is an ancient symbol and Finland's air force began using it many years before the birth of Nazi Germany.
Change has been underway for years. A swastika logo was quietly pulled off the Air Force Command's unit emblem a few years ago. But swastikas have remained on some Finnish air force flags, raising eyebrows among NATO allies, tourists and other foreigners who spot them at military events.
"We could have continued with this flag, but sometimes awkward situations can arise with foreign visitors. It may be wise to live with the times, Col. Tomi Bohm, the new head of Karelia Air Wing air defense force, was quoted as saying in a report Thursday by the public broadcaster YLE.

    
    
    
A bad look for a new NATO member
The Defense Forces, in an email to The Associated Press on Friday, said a plan to renew the air force unit flags was launched in 2023, the year Finland joined NATO, but said it was not linked to joining the alliance. The aim, it said, was "to update the symbolism and emblems of the flags to better reflect the current identity of the Air Force."
It referred to an article in daily Helsingin Sanomat on Friday, which said the reason for the removal was a perception that the swastika has been an "embarrassing symbol in international contexts."
Finland, which shares a long border with Russia, joined NATO in April 2023 over concerns related to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
Teivo Teivainen, a professor of world politics at the University of Helsinki, said the flags in question were introduced in the 1950s and today are flown by four Air Force units. 

    
The Air Force and the Finnish public generally had for years insisted the swastikas used in Finland's air force "have nothing to do with the Nazi swastika," said Teivainen, who this month had a book published whose Finnish title translates as "History of the Swastika." 
But now, following Finland's integration with NATO, policymakers have decided "there's now a need to get more integrated with the forces of countries like Germany, the Netherlands, and France -- countries where the swastika is clearly a negative symbol," he said. 
Teivainen said that in 2021, German air force units bowed out of a final ceremony following exercises at a military base in Finland's Lapland region after learning that the Finnish swastikas would be on display.
A symbol used for more than a century
Finland's air force adopted the swastika emblem in 1918 soon after country gained its independence after more than a century of Imperial Russian rule. 
Count Eric von Rosen of neighboring Sweden donated Finland's first military plane in 1918, which bore his personal symbol, the swastika.
The Finnish air force soon after adopted a blue swastika on a white background as the national insignia on all its planes from 1918 to 1945. After the war, the imagery remained for decades on some Air Force unit flags and decorations as well as on the insignia of the Air Force Academy.

    
But that doesn't mean there is no Nazi connection at all.
Von Rosen, an aristocratic explorer and ethnographer, was the brother-in-law of Hermann Goering, a decorated World War I German fighter pilot who became an early Nazi Party member. Goering went on to lead Germany's Luftwaffe during World War II under Hitler.
The Finnish air force stressed that its use of the symbol had no connection to Nazi Germany, although Finland entered into a reluctant alliance with the Third Reich during World War II.
New flags -- featuring an eagle -- will be published when the work has been completed and the flags are introduced into use for events like parades and local ceremonies, the Defense Forces said, without saying when that would happen.

"The traditional Von Rosen swastika emblem, in use since 1918, has already been removed from most other Air Force emblems during earlier reforms, so its removal from the unit flags is a logical continuation of this work," the emailed statement said.
___
This story corrects the spelling of the name of University of Helsinki professor Teivo Teivainen.
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    Ground squirrels are taking over a North Dakota city and officials are not amused




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Richardson's ground squirrels are threatening to overrun Minot, North Dakota. The city is trying to fight back. (AP video: Jack Dura & Mark Vancleave)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MINOT, N.D. (AP) -- The Richardson's ground squirrel weighs less than a pound, is about a foot long and is native to the northern Plains.
The little creature also is a ferocious tunneler, and it's exasperating the people of Minot, North Dakota, where it's burrowing everywhere from vacant lots to the middle of town, and growing more plentiful over the past two decades.
Now North Dakota's fourth-largest city is fighting back, but even the pest control guy leading the charge acknowledges that it will be difficult to turn the tide against the rodent.
An uphill battle
Joshua Herman said fighting the squirrels is akin to "one guy standing against a massive storm."

    
"If I'm trapping but my neighbor isn't, well then, we're really not going to get anywhere with it, long-term," Herman said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman, owner/operator of Herman Pest Control Services, poses for a photo on Monday, July 14, 2025, next to holes dug by Richardson's ground squirrels in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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Ground squirrels have been an issue in Minot, a city of nearly 50,000 people, for at least 20 years, but the problem has dramatically worsened in the last few years, said Minot Street Department Superintendent Kevin Braaten. 
It's unclear how many of the squirrels live in Minot but it likely nears or even exceeds the city's population.
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"Gosh, there's got to be tens of thousands of them in the area," Herman said.
Officials in the city, a green spot along the winding Souris River surrounded by farmland and grassy prairie, know they can't get rid of the squirrels, but hope to simply get the rodent numbers down.

    
    
    
"I don't see the population ever going to zero," Braaten said. "I mean, it's almost impossible by the numbers that we have."
Put another way, Minot won't be able to rid itself of the squirrels because the animals have lived on the prairie for centuries. Outside of town, predators like coyotes, badgers, owls and even snakes love to dine on the squirrels. But in residential neighborhoods and even downtown, where few of their predators live, the rodents can roam pretty freely.
Greg Gullickson, an outreach biologist with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, adds that the squirrels now have fewer grassland areas available to them and like the mowed spots they find in town.

    
No land is safe
Female squirrels typically give birth to litters of about six babies a year, so it's easy to see how their numbers can quickly soar.
Herman said he kills 3,500 to 5,000 of them a year, primarily by putting snares and carbon monoxide into the holes, and using an air rifle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three Richardson's ground squirrels appear Monday, July 14, 2025, in a vacant lot near apartment homes in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"I've had calls downtown, calls in the mall, along the highways, here at the airport -- really every part of the city I've done trapping for ground squirrels here in Minot," Herman said as he checked his traps along an apartment building and shoveled dirt over holes.
Herman says they damage driveways, sidewalks and lawns; create tripping hazards with their holes and can harbor disease from fleas.
Along an apartment building, the squirrels had dug under a concrete slab and against the foundation. Nearby in a vacant lot, the rodents popped in and out of holes.

    
Ground squirrels near Pashone Grandson's ground-level apartment dig holes near her door and eat her plants. One squirrel even got around her baby gate at the door and into her daughter's clothes in her bedroom.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman pumps carbon monoxide into burrows dug by Richardson's ground squirrels along an apartment building on Monday, July 14, 2025, in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joshua Herman pumps carbon monoxide into burrows dug by Richardson's ground squirrels along an apartment building on Monday, July 14, 2025, in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"It was a little scary. You don't know what disease they carry. They're dirty. I have a young daughter ... I didn't know if it was going to bite her," Grandson said.
North of town, Minot Air Force Base, which houses bombers and intercontinental ballistic missiles, has fought the ground squirrels for years. Earlier this month, the base said it had trapped more than 800 "dak-rats," a base name for the rodents.
Base officials declined to comment on the squirrels.
Jared Edwards, facilities director for Minot Public Schools, which has three schools on the base, said residential areas of the base and runways are overrun by ground squirrels. He called it "a continuous battle for them for the last 75 years since the base has been there."
"I'm not going to exaggerate: They're by the millions out there," Edwards said. 
In town, three school properties have large populations of ground squirrels, he said. Last year, the school system began using snares, and for years before that had used poison.
"It's something you have to keep up with. It is Mother Nature," Edwards said, adding that they've probably been in the area since homesteaders came through.

    
A cute nuisance
Still, not everyone sees the squirrels as a pest. Some find the critters cute and fuzzy.
Herman said people have sabotaged, stolen or thrown out his traps. They occasionally confront him when he shoots at ground squirrels with an air rifle, scolding him for hurting the wildlife, he said.

"They get that cute association, and they are, you know, adorable, but they're a vermin and a pest and dangerous when they are allowed to proliferate," Herman said.
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    Giant trolls have a message for humans about protecting the planet
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            Nestled in forests worldwide, an army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better - without destroying the planet. Recycle artist Thomas Dambo's "Trolls Save the Humans" installation is on display in California. (AP Video/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The face of a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            TERRY CHEA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WOODSIDE, Calif. (AP) -- Nestled in forests around the world, a gentle army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better without destroying the planet. 
The Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team have created 170 troll sculptures from discarded materials such as wooden pallets, old furniture and wine barrels.
Twelve years after he started the "Trail of a Thousand Trolls" project, his sculptures can be found in more than 20 countries and 21 U.S. states. Each year Dambo and his team make about 25 new trolls, which stand up to 40 feet (12 meters) tall.

    
"I believe that we can make anything out of anything," said Dambo, speaking from his farm outside Copenhagen. "We are drowning in trash. But we also know that one man's trash is another man's treasure."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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An installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is on display at Filoli, a historic estate with 650 acres of forests and gardens in Woodside, California, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of San Francisco. 
"They bring us back to be connected to the earth and to nature," said Jeannette Weederman, who was visiting Filoli with her son in July.
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Dambo's trolls each have their own personality and story. At Filoli, the troll Ibbi Pip builds birdhouses, Rosa Sunfinger plants flowers and Kamma Can makes jewelry from people's garbage. 
"Each of them has a story to tell," said Filoli CEO Kara Newport. "It inspires people to think of their own stories, what kind of creatures might live in their woods and make that connection to living beings in nature."

    
    
    
Dambo's trolls don't like humans because they waste nature's resources and pollute the planet. The mythical creatures have a long-term perspective because they live for thousands of years and have witnessed the destructive force of human civilizations.
But the six young trolls at Filoli have a more optimistic view of human nature. They believe they can teach people how to protect the environment.

    
"They want to save the humans. So they do this by teaching them how to be better humans -- be humans that don't destroy nature," said Dambo, 45, a poet and former hip-hop artist. "They hope to save them from being eaten by the older trolls."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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Dambo's trolls are hidden in forests, mountains, jungles and grasslands throughout Europe and North America as well as countries such as Australia, Chile and South Korea. Most were built with local materials and assembled on-site by his team of craftsmen and artists with help from local volunteers. 

"My exhibition now has four and a half million visitors a year globally, and it's all made out of trash together with volunteers," said Dambo. "That is such a huge proof of concept of why we should not throw things out, but why we should recycle it."
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    Whale surfaces, capsizes fishing boat off New Hampshire coast




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Two occupants of a fishing vessel are safe Tuesday after a whale surfaced under their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
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            ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        RYE, N.H. (AP) -- Two fishermen are safe after a whale crashed onto their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
The incident occurred Tuesday near Odiorne Point State Park in Rye. The two men, who were thrown overboard, said they had seen the whale earlier and were trying to keep their distance.
"He went under, he disappeared for a few minutes, and then the next thing we know, he just popped right up on our transom," fisherman Ryland Kenney told WMUR-TV.
The Coast Guard posted to X that they had received a mayday call stating that a 23-foot (7-meter) center console boat had turned over because of a whale breach.
"The occupants were ejected from the vessel as the boat capsized," the Coast Guard posted, adding that an urgent marine information broadcast was issued and the Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor was alerted.

    
"A good Samaritan recovered both individuals from the water. No injuries were reported," the Coast Guard posted.
The rescuers turned out to be two young brothers.
"I saw it come up, and I was just like, 'Oh, it's going to hit the boat,'" Wyatt Yager told the station. "It started to flip." His brother, Colin Yager, caught what happened on his phone.



    
        




    




The boat crew from Station Portsmouth reported that the whale appeared not to be injured. The incident was reported to the Center of Coastal Studies Marine Animal Hotline and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

    
    
    
The vessel has also been salvaged.
The whale probably did not know the boat was there, said Sara Morris of the University of New Hampshire Shoals Marine Laboratory.

"If you look at the video really carefully, you can see that the whale has its mouth open," she told the station. "It looks like it's lunge feeding and actually trying to catch fish."
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                    Oddities

    A driver faces up to $110,000 in fines for speeding on a Swiss street. But he can afford it




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A vehicle passes in front of a sign of the Vaud Cantonal Police indicating the number of driving licences withdrawn for speeding in the construction zone on the A1 motorway between Lausanne and Yverdon, Switzerland, Tuesday, June 15, 2010. (Dominic Favre/Keystone via AP, file)]
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            JAMEY KEATEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The driver was clocked going 27 kilometers per hour (17 mph) over the speed limit on a street in the Swiss city of Lausanne, and now he's facing up to 90,000 Swiss francs (over $110,000) in fines as a result. But he can afford it.
Why the eye-popping penalty? Because the speedster, a repeat offender, is one of Switzerland's wealthiest people, and the Vaud canton, or region, serves up fines based on factors like income, fortune or general family financial situation.
The Swiss are not alone. Germany, France, Austria and the Nordic countries all issue punishments based on a person's wealth. The recent fine isn't even a record in Switzerland. In 2010, a millionaire Ferrari driver got a ticket equal to about $290,000 for speeding in the eastern canton of St. Gallen.
Back then, the Swiss safety group Road Cross said rich drivers had been lightly punished until voters approved a penal law overhaul three years earlier that let judges hand down fines based on personal income and wealth for misdemeanors like speeding and drunk driving.

    
Under today's rules, an indigent person might spend a night in jail instead of a fine, while the wealthiest in the rich Alpine country could be on the hook for tens of thousands.



    
        




    




A court in the Swiss canton of Vaud recently ruled that the tycoon must pay 10,000 Swiss francs ($12,300) up front and could be forced to pay the rest -- 80,000 more -- if he's caught for a similar roadway infraction over the next three years.

    
    
    
Switzerland's "24 Heures" newspaper first reported the case and said the man, who was not identified, was a French citizen listed by Swiss economic weekly Bilan among the 300 richest people in Switzerland -- with a fortune in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
The daily reported that an automated police radar photographed the offender driving at 77 kilometers per hour (48 mph) in a 50 kph (31 mph) zone on a Lausanne street. A quick-calculating prosecutor tallied the maximum fine the driver faced under the law, the report said.

    
Vincent Derouand, a spokesperson for the Vaud public prosecutors office, said the defendant didn't contest the decision, which was handed down in June for the infraction nearly a year ago -- in August 2024.
The Vaud criminal code sets a maximum financial penalty based on the "personal and economic situation of the offender at the time of the ruling" -- notably taking into account issues like income, fortune, lifestyle and family financial needs.
The newspaper reported that he had already been caught for a similar speeding infraction eight years ago, and also paid 10,000 Swiss francs in penalty and faced another 60,000 if another infraction had taken place within the following two years.

In Switzerland, penalties for speeding can even catch up with the cops: One officer was fined for racing at nearly twice the speed limit through Geneva streets back in 2016 while chasing thieves who had blown up a bank teller machine.
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    3 elves are cycling from the German town of St. Nikolaus to Finland's Santa Claus Village




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Santa Claus hands a postal envelope to the three Post employees Simone Nehring, from left, Artur Hajduk and Ralf Schuttler in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025 as they prepare to set off on their bicycles to visit Santa Claus in Lapland in northern Finland where they want to cover almost 3,000 km to hand over the wish lists they have collected to Santa Claus. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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[image: Santa Claus hands a postal envelope to Post employee Simone Nehring in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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[image: A postal employee rides past a waving Santa Claus on his bike in St. Nikolaus, Germany, Saturday Aug. 9, 2025 as three Post employees set off on their bikes to visit Santa Claus in Lapland in northern Finland where they want to cover almost 3,000 km to deliver previously collected wish lists to Santa Claus. (Uwe Anspach/dpa via AP)]
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                                        ST. NIKOLAUS, Germany (AP) -- Santa's elves start early in Germany.
Three postal workers set off Saturday on their nearly 3,000-kilometer (1,860-mile) bicycle journey from St. Nikolaus, Germany, to the small town of Rovaniemi, Finland, which is home to Santa Claus Village, according to German news agency dpa. 
The cyclists are traveling north to bring letters and Christmas wish lists addressed to Santa Claus from St. Nikolaus, in Germany's Saarland state, to the winter-themed amusement park perched on the edge of the Arctic Circle.
St. Nikolaus himself, with his long purple cape and a tall golden staff, was on hand Saturday to hand over the letters to the three elves. The trip will take roughly two weeks as the three cycle through Germany, Denmark and Sweden en route to Finland, dpa reported.
The group is among the Deutsche Post volunteers who answer letters from children worldwide -- more than 30,000 annually -- that are addressed to the St. Nikolaus post office, which has its own postal code. 

    
The tradition dates back to 1967, and each reply features a special stamp.

The town of St. Nikolaus is one of seven places in Germany with a Christmas-themed name, all of which receive letters addressed to Santa Claus or Saint Nick.
This year, St. Nikolaus handed over his own wish list to the cyclists, dpa reported. 
He's hoping for a reply from Santa Claus in Finland.
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    Facing stiff competition, remote workers up their game
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Kate Smith worked a 9-to-5 office job, she was burned-out, suffering from daily migraines and thinking, "I can't do this for the rest of my life." 
She didn't have to. For her next role, Smith landed a remote, full-time marketing job that enabled her to travel the world.
Her laptop lifestyle took her to Bali, where she lived and worked for a year-and-a-half. "Every day, I was riding my scooter through the rice fields and thinking, 'I love my life, this is amazing,'" she said. "And that feeling never fades. ... I feel so grateful for the freedom and flexibility."
While Smith, 36, has worked remotely for more than a decade, the trend of ditching traditional office spaces to work from living rooms or beachfront shacks accelerated in 2020, when the coronavirus hit and workers who could began performing their jobs from home. 

    
Many people grew accustomed to the lifestyle change once they tasted the freedom and flexibility a home office afforded. Working parents enjoyed meeting children at the school bus. Others found more time for exercise, socializing and basking in nature once their jobs did not include long commutes. 
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




But after the pandemic subsided, many large companies began calling employees back into the office, creating fierce competition for jobs that could be done from anywhere. Many positions advertised as remote attract hundreds, if not more than a thousand, of applications, experts said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Fully remote is very rare now in the U.S.," said Mark Ma, associate professor of business administration at the University of Pittsburgh. "It is getting much more difficult and you need to look for the smaller firms or medium-sized firms ... and those firms do not provide as competitive financial packages as the big firms, but they try to attract talent by providing more flexibility."

    
    
    
About 9% of paid U.S. job postings on social networking platform LinkedIn in July offered remote work, while those types of roles attracted 37% of applications, according to the company.
Below, employers and people who haven't returned to an office offer advice on how to land remote jobs in a competitive climate.

    
Show your autonomy
The biggest concern for an employer hiring remote workers is ensuring they will do their work, said Carla Rover, co-founder of Strategy and Content, a startup that leverages artificial intelligence. 
"I have approached people with a schedule, saying, 'This is how much I create each day. This is how much I've built in a period of time,'" said Rover, who mostly has worked remotely since 2010. Assembling a strong portfolio showcases what you can do while working outside an office, Rover advised.
"Time management and independence, being self-motivated, are really critical," said Toni Frana, career expert at FlexJobs, a platform dedicated to helping people find remote or flexible work.
If you've worked remotely before, highlight that on your resume. List communication tools you've used, such as Slack or Microsoft Teams, said Dawn Fay, operational president at staffing firm Robert Half International. "Call out that you have worked remotely, independently, for X amount of time successfully," Fay added. "You really want to stress that."

    
Stick with a role similar to your current job
After moving on from the office job that made her miserable, Smith created a side hustle coaching other professionals who longed for a nomadic lifestyle. Her coaching eventually grew into a full-time job.
When looking to transition into remote work, find a job that's similar to your current role instead of competing with better-qualified candidates for jobs that require more experience, she advised. "Get your foot in the door ... and then from there work your way to the long-term goal," Smith said. 
You can also try to convert your current job into a remote role. That's what Courtney Sandifer attempted after her husband, 60, had a heart attack and underwent cancer treatment within the same year. He retired early and they bought a small property in Mexico near the beach, hoping to reduce stress. "We just got tired of the rat race," Sandifer said. 

    
Sandifer, 44, loved her job working in video production in Houston. But she took a risk, telling her employer they were moving and she wanted to do her job remotely. The company agreed she could be a contractor but no longer a staff member. She lost her benefits, a big financial hit. 
But it was worth it to be able to edit video by a pool and to know she'll be able to visit her son in New Zealand, where he'll be attending college, without taking much time off from work, she said. "If you have kids, it's so much easier to be who you want to be with a remote job," Sandifer said. "That's what came into focus for me: How will my family be the happiest and healthiest in the long term? It may not be the most lucrative, but you have to consider your own mental health."

    
Where remote jobs are growing
Where you live matters. Europe and Australia have more remote jobs than the U.S., Ma said. Lawmakers in Victoria, Australia, have said they plan to introduce legislation that would give workers the legal right to work from home two days a week. 
Dozens of countries, including Thailand, Italy and Brazil, offer "digital nomad visas" which allow foreigners with remote jobs to stay and work for an extended period of time.
Different industries and occupations are more conducive to the remote work scene. In the U.S., education, administrative and social media positions are the fastest-growing full-time remote jobs, while nursing, telehealth and licensed therapists are among the top titles for part-time remote work, according to Frana at FlexJobs.
Smith said she sees opportunities to find remote jobs in marketing, product management, sales, human resources, talent acquisition, software development, engineering, customer support, data analysis and financial services.
Read the fine print
PJ Hruschak, 54, has been looking for remote work in web design, writing or editing since he was downsized from a full-time job two years ago. He lives outside Cincinnati, Ohio, and wants to avoid commuting and be able to work from home when his 9-year-old daughter is sick.
But often when he finds jobs advertised as remote, he reads further into the description to learn the employer wants candidates to live in a particular city or be available to work in the office several days per week. "It's definitely frustrating," Hruschak said. "It almost feels like it's a waste of time."
Search aggressively 
For Francesca Conti, an investor who works in venture capital, working remotely from London for a Swiss company has allowed her to travel internationally and visit extended family in the U.S. 
"The opportunities are out there, but they're very few and far between," she said. 
Conti recommends attending industry or alumni events to meet contacts that can help in the search. 
"Even though you want a remote opportunity, those relationships need to be made in person. They can't be made remotely," Conti said. "Remote opportunities are very unique in nature, so just be even more aggressive in the search and understand that it might take a little bit more time, but my experience has been highly worth it."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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    Unproven Lyme disease tests and treatments are proliferating
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            There is no simple approach to diagnosing Lyme. Doctors have to use a combination of visual clues and information from their patient in combination with the standard medical test, which has a number of limitations.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows a blacklegged tick, also known as a deer tick, a carrier of Lyme disease. (CDC via AP, File)]
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            This undated photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows a blacklegged tick, also known as a deer tick, a carrier of Lyme disease. (CDC via AP, File)
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            MATTHEW PERRONE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Lyme disease can cause serious harm, but so can bogus tests and treatments.
The complexity of diagnosing the tick-borne disease has given rise to an entire industry of unapproved tests and unproven alternative treatments that experts say should be avoided, including lasers, herbal remedies and electromagnets
"It really is a buyer-beware situation," said Dr. Robert Smith, a Lyme specialist at MaineHealth Institute for Research.
There is no one-size-fits-all approach to diagnosing Lyme. Doctors use a combination of visual clues, information reported by their patients and the standard medical test, which has a number of limitations.
When patients show the classic symptoms -- including a bull's eye rash, fever and fatigue -- a short course of antibiotics usually resolves them. But a subset of patients will go on to experience months or even years of arthritis, pain and fatigue -- poorly understood symptoms that overlap with a number of other medical conditions.

    
That has left an opening for so-called "nonstandard" Lyme tests and treatments. Interest in those products has been amplified by influencers and a growing list of celebrities attributing various health problems to the disease, most recently Justin Timberlake.
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
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                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




That might lead patients to spend hundreds or thousands of dollars on bogus tests, which aren't covered by insurance, followed by unapproved treatments that may do more harm than good. And it's possible some of them may not have had Lyme at all. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In a recent consensus report from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Smith and other experts called for more funding and research into the chronic symptoms experienced by some Lyme patients.

    
    
    
"The key thing is that these people are suffering and we need to come up with strategies to alleviate that suffering, whatever the trigger was," Smith said.

    
At the same time, Smith and his colleagues warn that "profiteering entities" are pushing Lyme products that are "costly, may not work and may cause harm."
Here's a look at the established approach for testing and treating Lyme and how to spot unproven alternatives.
The standard Lyme test comes with limits
First identified 50 years ago, Lyme disease takes its name from the Connecticut town where the earliest cases were diagnosed.
The challenge of diagnosing it begins with the standard laboratory test, which comes with a number of caveats that must be carefully weighed.
The bacteria that causes Lyme, carried by certain ticks in the Northeast and Midwest, doesn't circulate throughout the body. Often it stays in the skin near the tick bite, making it hard to detect.
Instead, Lyme tests look for antibodies, proteins that help fight off foreign invaders, which usually only appear in the blood several weeks after an infection.
That's the best approach available, but experts acknowledge its shortcomings: If the test is given too early it will come back negative because antibodies haven't yet appeared.
"That's one of the problems," Smith says. "We can't say for sure in the first couple of weeks that it's Lyme disease or not based on these tests."

    
Also, these antibodies continue to circulate in the blood long after the infection. That means the test can return a positive result years or even decades later -- making it difficult to distinguish between a new case and an old one.
Medical guidelines deal with this ambiguity by recommending doctors diagnose and start antibiotics in all patients who have the signature bull's eye rash associated with Lyme. But as many as 30% of those infected never get the rash, causing further uncertainty.
Unproven options for testing are plentiful
The limitations of the approved test has opened the door to alternative tests, ranging from over-the-counter kits to specialty laboratories.
The more expensive tests are often ordered by self-described "Lyme literate" physicians and health providers, who may have backgrounds in fields unrelated to infectious disease, like homeopathy.
Spotting unproven Lyme tests is relatively easy, since only antibody blood tests are approved by the Food and Drug Administration.

    
Any Lyme test available for sale at a drugstore or website is unapproved, says Andrea Love, a microbiologist and director of the American Lyme Disease Foundation. Another red flag is the use of saliva, urine or other bodily fluids besides blood to detect Lyme.
"When you see these other tests appear on the market, it's very likely that they're not accurate and haven't done their due diligence, which should make people skeptical" Love says.
Patients will bear most of the costs for unapproved tests, which may provide inaccurate information and derail a diagnosis for other conditions that are sometimes mistaken for Lyme, such as rheumatoid arthritis.
While acceptance of post-treatment Lyme is growing, Love and some other experts recommend caution when approaching the topic. Studies estimate that 10% to 20% of people treated for Lyme will have ongoing symptoms that can't be clearly explained. But she and others point to startlingly high numbers of people reporting such problems in regions that have no documented history of Lyme, such as Australia.
"The sheer number of people who believe they have these post-treatment Lyme symptoms is orders of magnitude higher than what you would expect among people who legitimately have Lyme," she said.

    
Serious risks with alternative Lyme treatments 
While the downsides of ineffective Lyme tests are considerable, experts say they are often the gateway to even riskier therapies.
A recent medical paper documented nearly 120 clinics across the U.S. offering unproven Lyme treatments, some with consultation fees as high as $3,000.
Treatments include electrical stimulation, "ozone-based therapy" and hyperbaric oxygen therapy, procedures that aren't covered by insurance and can carry price tags as high as $6,000.
Love and other doctors say the most worrisome approach involves long-term intravenous use of antibiotics -- sometimes multiple drugs for years.
While antibiotics are effective for quickly killing Lyme bacteria, multiple large studies have shown no benefits to their long-term use for chronic Lyme symptoms.
Smith and other experts have reported cases of patients who spent years getting regular antibiotic infusions, only to develop life-threatening gut infections after the drugs killed off healthy bacteria needed to support the digestive tract.
"There is clearly harm being done to people who are suffering and who, out of desperation, take on these great expenses or can be harmed by treatments that are not proven effective," Smith said.
___
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                    Health

    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    
    
Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.

    
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.

    
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."

    
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.

    
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Do weighted vests really help you get in shape faster?




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Weighted vests are increasingly showing up in fitness classes and on jogging tracks. While there's a lack of robust research on their benefits and hype, experts say a vest can introduce some resistance style training for people. (AP Video: Shelby Lum)
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                                        In the fitness class Jessie Syfko created for a nationwide gym chain, exercisers wear weighted vests that add a challenge to their workouts. 
"People start to realize how good it feels to work just a little bit harder and a little bit smarter" without actually changing what they're doing, said Syfko, senior vice president for Life Time gyms.
Weighted vests are increasingly showing up in fitness classes and on jogging tracks, touted by social media influencers as a way to keep bones healthy, improve performance and even accelerate weight loss. They are exactly what they sound like - vests that add resistance to the torso through pockets with removable weights.

    
But there's a lack of robust research on their benefits, experts say, so it's unclear how much of the hype is justified. And some people, such as seniors or those who are pregnant, should be cautious about using them.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS YEAR TO 2025, NOT 2024 - Jannelliz Barragan, center, wears a weighted vest during an MB360 workout class at the Life Time health club in New York on Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Here are the potential benefits of weighted vests
When you think about how exercise works, the idea that a weighted vest will help you meet fitness goals like weight loss, muscle growth or preventing bone loss might make sense on the surface. Adding weight to the vest adds resistance to your everyday activities without changing up your patterns.
The vests may, in fact, offer benefits for healthy adults, experts say - although no one should expect transformative or instant results. Jeff Monaco, a certified strength coach who teaches medical fitness at the University of Texas at Austin, said while you may not lose a lot more calories during a weighted vest exercise, resistance from the vest may result in better sports performance over time.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"There are a lot of studies looking at (the weighted vest) from a speed perspective in different athletics, like soccer, with changing direction, agility and speed and so forth," he said.

    
    
    
You'll start to see those benefits by adding about 10% of your body weight to the vest, he said. If you weigh 150 pounds, for example, that would mean adding a total of 15 pounds to the vest.

    
But the research outside of sports isn't as clear.

    
One 2020 study from Wake Forest University School of Medicine in North Carolina found that adults between 60 and 85 years old who wore weighted vests at times during the day when they were most active lost about the same amount of weight as those who didn't wear them. They also lost the same amount of bone density, which happens as we age but can be slowed by building muscle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS YEAR TO 2025, NOT 2024 - Nora Capocci wears a weighted vest during an MB360 workout class at the Life Time health club in New York on Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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Here's how to use weighted vests safely 
Experts urge people to use weighted vests safely. 
It's best to start out by adding between five to 10 percent of your body weight. Wearing a vest that's too heavy can put unnecessary strain on your joints, back and hips. That extra load can throw off your posture, lead to poor form or even result in stress fractures over time.
Some people should consult with a doctor before they throw on a vest, said Dr. Elizabeth Gardner, a team physician for athletes at Yale University. They include people who are pregnant, suffer from heart and breathing conditions or have back or neck injuries.
You'll have to use the muscles in your abdomen to use a weighted vest effectively, Gardner said, and this can be tougher for those already managing back pain. 
Before starting to use a vest, Monaco said it's always helpful to get guidance from someone who has experience with them, "just to make sure that your movements are good, your form is good, that you have enough muscular upper body, muscular strength and endurance to support that during your movements."
But as long as you use it correctly, he said, a weighted vest can be "a good tool to have in your toolbox." 
___
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    Working Well: The simple act of taking deep breaths can reduce stress and anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: (AP Illustration/Annie Ng)]



        

        
        
            
                    (AP Illustration/Annie Ng)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A simple, uncommon ritual starts each staff meeting at Myosin Marketing. When everyone is gathered on Zoom, and before they get to the meat of the agenda, CEO Sean Clayton leads his team through a deep-breathing exercise. 
The practice sets the tone for the meeting, and helps his employees, most of whom work remotely, to feel safe, grounded and willing to take creative risks, he said. 
"At first they thought it was really weird, like, 'What are we doing?'" Clayton said. "There were a lot of cameras off and I'm sure a lot of people were like, 'This is awkward.'" But after a couple of weeks, there was a shift. Employees of the Austin, Texas company were saying, 'This feels good,'" he said.
Deep breathing can be an effective way to reduce stress at work, studies show. But on the job, many people don't think about how they're inhaling and exhaling.

    
Desk workers sitting a computer tend to take shallow breaths as their shoulders creep up. Workers who spend the day on their feet in retail or health care may be too busy to focus on breathing. 
But there's good reason to remember to pause to take deep breaths. Chronic, unmanaged stress, which increases the risk of heart disease and stroke, can be as harmful to our health as secondhand smoke, according to the American Heart Association. Research suggests deep-breathing exercises can lower a person's blood pressure and reduce anxiety. 
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
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                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Other benefits: deep breathing is free, can be done anywhere and doesn't require taking a half-hour to meditate. Spending just a minute or two breathing deeply can help calm racing thoughts, experts say.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"It relaxes my mind. It makes my mind so full of ease," Lisa Marie Deleveaux, a marketing professional and mother of five, said. "It brings you back to the present moment."

    
    
    
Deleveaux was laid off several months ago and has struggled to find a new job. She wakes most mornings at 4 or 5 a.m., before the children, to do breathing exercises. One is a technique known as alternate nostril breathing, a yoga exercise that involves inhaling through one nostril and out through another, using a thumb or forefinger to hold one nostril closed at a time.

    
"If you set a priority for yourself ... you can make the time," Deleveaux said. 
Focusing on breathing for one to five minutes "can help you clear the slate and wipe all these things out of your mind...and allow you to get back to focusing on the one thing you want to accomplish," said cardiologist Glenn Levine, a professor at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. "The best analogy is turning your computer off when you have 37 programs (open) and it freezes."
A good way to do deep breathing exercises is while sitting on a bench outside, Levine said. If that's not an option, doing it at a desk works.
"Either turn off your screen or just put something blank on the screen so people think you're still working," Levine said. "Instead of focusing on the screen or work, just focus on your breathing. If possible, close your eyes." 
There are other ways to fit in breathing exercises. To get ahead of anxiety before starting a day of cold calls, sales development representative Lindsay Carlisle does breathing exercises with her 7-year-old daughter during the drive to school. They breathe in for seven counts, hold their breath for five, breathe out for seven counts, and then repeat the cycle several times.

    
"Throughout that process, my shoulders start to drop on their own, and it really is calming," Carlisle, who lives in Flint, Michigan, said. "I'm not a yoga instructor. I don't know what I'm doing, but it works." 
Suze Yalof Schwartz was an overworked fashion editor when her mother-in-law taught her a three-minute meditation technique that she says changed her life. She gave up her fashion career and founded Unplug Meditation, a Santa Monica, California, company with a meditation studio, an app and programs for corporate clients. 
"When we slow down our breath, we send a signal to our brain that everything's OK, even when it's not," she said.

    
A 16-second breathing technique she's taught to firefighters, police officers, doctors and others is called the box breathing technique. You breathe in for four counts, hold for four, breathe out for four counts and hold for four. 
"It is the best thing that you can do at work before you have a meeting, before you send out an email that you wish you didn't send, before you have a difficult conversation, because it just calms you down, gets rid of your negative energy," Yalof Schwartz said.
Employers such as Coca-Cola, Mattel and Netflix have hired Unplug Meditation to teach breathing or meditation. 
It's not always easy for workers to find space for deep breathing exercises. For example, in retail jobs, workers often mix with customers. Yalof Schwartz recommends doing breathing exercises when ringing up a sale or folding clothes. You can also take a deep breath right before walking through a door.

    
Office workers can set a timer on their phones to remind themselves to breathe deeply. That's what Carlisle, the sales representative, does. She also keeps a Post-it note on her monitor that says "Breathe." 
"The anxiety is always going to be there," Carlisle said. "But at least I know I have one small tool. ... It sounds so simple and silly, but it works."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's health and wellness coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Devoted nap-takers explain the benefits of sleeping on the job
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- They snooze in parking garages, on side streets before the afternoon school run, in nap pods rented by the hour or stretched out in bed while working from home.
People who make a habit of sleeping on the job comprise a secret society of sorts within the U.S. labor force. Inspired by famous power nappers Winston Churchill and Albert Einstein, today's committed nap-takers often sneak in short rest breaks because they think the practice will improve their cognitive performance but still carries a stigma. 
Multiple studies have extolled the benefits of napping, such as enhanced memory and focus. A mid-afternoon siesta is the norm in parts of Spain and Italy. In China and Japan, nodding off is encouraged since working to the point of exhaustion is seen as a display of dedication, according to a study in the journal Sleep.

    
Yet it's hard to catch a few z's during regular business hours in the United States, where people who nap can be viewed as lazy. The federal government even bans sleeping in its buildings while at work, except in rare circumstances. 
Individuals who are willing and able to challenge the status quo are becoming less hesitant to describe the payoffs of taking a dose of microsleep. Marvin Stockwell, the founder of PR firm Champion the Cause, takes short naps several times a week. 
"They rejuvenate me in a way that I'm exponentially more useful and constructive and creative on the other side of a nap than I am when I'm forcing myself to gut through being tired," Stockwell said.

    
The art of napping 
Sleep is as important to good health as diet and exercise, but too many people don't get enough of it, according to James Rowley, program director of the Sleep Medicine Fellowship at Rush University Medical Center. 
"A lot of it has to do with electronics. It used to be TVs, but now cellphones are probably the biggest culprit. People just take them to bed with them and watch," Rowley said."
Napping isn't common in academia, where there's constant pressure to publish, but University of Southern California lecturer Julianna Kirschner fits in daytime naps when she can. Kirschner studies social media, which she says is designed to deliver a dopamine rush to the brain. Viewers lose track of time on the platforms, interrupting sleep. Kirschner says she isn't immune to this problem -- hence, her occasional need to nap. 
The key to effective napping is to keep the snooze sessions short, Rowley said. Short naps can be restorative and are more likely to leave you more alert, he said.
"Most people don't realize naps should be in the 15- to 20-minute range," Rowley said. "Anything longer, and you can have problems with sleep inertia, difficulty waking up, and you're groggy." 
Individuals who find themselves consistently relying on naps to make up for inadequate sleep should probably also examine their bedtime habits, he said.

    
A matter of timing
Mid-afternoon is the ideal time for a nap because it coincides with a natural circadian dip, while napping after 6 p.m. may interfere with nocturnal sleep for those who work during daylight hours, said Michael Chee, director of the Centre for Sleep and Cognition at the National University of Singapore.
"Any duration of nap, you will feel recharged. It's a relief valve. There are clear cognitive benefits," Chee said. 
A review of napping studies suggests that 30 minutes is the optimal nap length in terms of practicality and benefits, said Ruth Leong, a research fellow at the Singapore center. 
"When people nap for too long, it may not be a sustainable practice, and also, really long naps that cross the two-hour mark affect nighttime sleep," Leong said. 
Experts recommend setting an alarm for 20 to 30 minutes, which gives nappers a few minutes to fall asleep. 
But even a six-minute nap can be restorative and improve learning, said Valentin Dragoi, scientific director of the Center for Neural Systems Restoration, a research and treatment facility run by Houston Methodist hospital and Rice University. 

    
Bucking the trend 
While workplace dozing is uncommon in the U.S., some companies and managers encourage it. Will Bryk, founder of AI search startup Exa, swears by 20-minute power naps and ordered two sleeping pods for employees to use in his company's San Francisco office.
Ice cream maker Ben & Jerry's has had a nap room in its Vermont headquarters for a couple of decades, and a handful of employees use it, company spokesman Sean Greenwood said. "Employees who feel taken care of are much more likely to use this responsibly," he said. 
Arianna Huffington, the celebrity author who co-founded the news website Huffington Post, became an advocate of a good night's sleep and occasional naps after she collapsed from exhaustion in 2007. She installed a nap room at her former company, now called HuffPo, and at Thrive Global, a behavior change technology company where she serves as founder and CEO.

    
"If people have been up all night because of a sick child or a delayed flight, if they have the opportunity to nap, ... then they will be much more productive and creative for the rest of the day instead of dragging themselves or trying to boost their energy through multiple coffees or cinnamon buns," Huffington said in an email.
Kirsten Perez, 33, is a devoted napper. She used to use her lunch break at work to catch a few winks in her car. When she got her own office, she closed the door for a siesta while sitting at her desk.
Nowadays, working from home as a marketing manager at Nvidia, the Atlanta resident usually takes her daily nap in bed. She sets an alarm for 15 minutes, falls asleep within a minute and wakes up 30 seconds before the alarm rings.
"I can tell when my reasoning, my mood are dropping, just kind of feeling the drag of the day," Perez said. In those situations, she asks herself, "'Do I have a chunk of time in the next hour or so?' And then I'll figure out when I can find 15 minutes and find myself horizontal."
Creating space for sleep 
Naps are accepted and even a necessity in some occupations. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention encourages naps for nurses working night shifts. But many nurses can't sleep at the hospitals where they work because they're too busy and aren't given access to beds. 
Nurses "regularly struggle to have sufficient time to use the bathroom or go outside for fresh air, no less take a nap," said a spokesperson for the National Nurses United union.
Some companies are trying to fill the void. Inspired by his mother who worked as a nurse, Neil Wong founded Nap York, which offers sleeping pods in Manhattan and Queens that can be rented for about $27 an hour. 
His regular customers include super-commuters, UPS drivers, a security guard who works two full-time jobs, and doctors who work at nearby hospitals. Nap York also gives half-off prices to essential workers such as police officers, firefighters and emergency medical service personnel.
"In this society, you really only have two place to sleep: you have your bed at home and you have a hotel room you can probably get for 100 bucks," Wong said. "There's really no third space that's quiet, that provides some privacy, where you can also rest."
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nap-sleep-workplace-wellness-productivity-4750ff0aa944509dfd2e90bde29cf4f2
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            15 of 30 | 
            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]



        

        
        
            
                    A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-mariupol-descends-into-despair-708cb8f4a171ce3f1c1b0b8d090e38e3
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    Study links more frequent and severe heat waves to pollution from major fossil fuel producers




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A study published Wednesday finds that 55 heat waves over the past quarter-century would not have happened without human-caused climate change. (AP Video: Teresa de Miguel)
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                                        Fifty-five heat waves over the past quarter-century would not have happened without human-caused climate change, according to a study published Wednesday. 
Planet-warming emissions from 180 major cement, oil and gas producers contributed significantly to all of the heat events considered in the study, which was published in the journal Nature and examined a set of 213 heat waves from 2000 to 2023. The polluters examined in the study include publicly traded and state-owned companies, as well several countries where fossil fuel production data was available at the national level. 

    
Collectively, these producers are responsible for 57% of all the carbon dioxide that was emitted from 1850 to 2023, the study found. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nicole Brown wipes sweat from her face while setting up her beverage stand near the National Mall on July 22, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard, File)]
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"It just shows that it's not that many actors ... who are responsible for a very strong fraction of all emissions," said Sonia Seneviratne, a climate professor at the Swiss university ETH Zurich who was one of the study's contributors. 
The set of heat waves in the study came from the EM-DAT International Disaster Database, which the researchers described as the most widely used global disaster repository. The Nature study examined all of the heat waves in the database from 2000 to 2023 except for a few that weren't suitable for their analysis. 



    
        




    




Global warming made all 213 of the heat waves examined more likely, the study found. Out of those, 55 were 10,000 times more likely to have happened than they would have been before industrialization began accelerating in the 1800s. The calculation is equivalent to saying those 55 heat waves "would have been virtually impossible" without human-caused climate change, the authors wrote.
"Many of these heat waves had very strong consequences," said Seneviratne. She said the series of heat waves that struck Europe in 2022 that was linked to tens of thousands of deaths sticks out in her mind as one of the events with particularly grave consequences. 

    
Scientists calculate how carbon emitters influence heat waves
Climate scientists can use complex computer programs and historic weather data to calculate the connection between extreme weather events and the planet-warming pollutants humans emit. Climate change attribution studies often focus on how climate change influenced a specific weather event, but the scientists say this new Nature study is unique because it focused on the extent to which cement and fossil fuel producers have contributed to heat waves.
"They are drawing on a pretty well-established field of attribution science now, which has existed for about 20 years," said Chris Callahan, a climate scientist at Indiana University who was not involved in the study. Callahan has used similar attribution methodologies in his research and said the new study is appropriate and high-quality.

    
Scientists say the new study could be taken into consideration in legal cases. Globally, dozens of lawsuits have been filed against fossil fuel companies by climate activists, American state governments and others seeking to hold the companies accountable for their role in climate change.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A tourist uses a fan to shade her face from the sun while waiting to watch the Changing of the Guard ceremony outside Buckingham Palace, during hot weather in London, July 18, 2022. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)]
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For example, Vermont and New York have passed laws that aim to hold fossil fuel companies accountable for their emissions and the damage caused.
"For a while, it was argued that any individual contributor to climate change was making too small or too diffuse a contribution to ever be linked to any particular impact. And this emerging science, both this paper and others, is showing that that's not true," said Callahan.
Justin Mankin, a Dartmouth College climate scientist who wasn't involved in the study, said the findings provide insight into the origins of the heat waves and how potential hazards from them could be minimized in the future.
"As we contend with these losses, the assessment of who or what's responsible is going to become really important," Mankin said. "I think there are some really appropriate questions, like who pays to recoup our losses, given that we're all being damaged by it."
___
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    Invasive, disease-carrying tick found in Maine, the farthest northeast it has been spotted
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            Head of Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania, East Stroudsburg University said they are seeing an increased number of ticks submitted for testing and the spread of multiple species, including an invasive Asian longhorned tick with the ability to reproduce rapidly. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This handout photo provided by the University of Maine and taken in July, 2025 shows an Asian longhorned tick. (Griffin Dill/University of Maine via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows a blacklegged tick, also known as a deer tick, a carrier of Lyme disease. (CDC via AP, File)]
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            This undated photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows a blacklegged tick, also known as a deer tick, a carrier of Lyme disease. (CDC via AP, File)
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                                        PORTLAND, Maine (AP) -- Researchers have confirmed the presence of an invasive species of tick in Maine for the first time, marking the farthest northeast in the United States the pest has been discovered.
The University of Maine and state conservation officials said Monday they confirmed the presence of the Asian longhorned tick in the state in July. The tick is native to east Asia, where it is capable of spreading tickborne infections such as spotted fever.
The tick was first confirmed in the United States in New Jersey in 2017 and it has since spread to more than 20 states, clustering mostly around the eastern third of the country. Exactly how the tick arrived in the country isn't certain, but public health officials have cited possible routes of entry including on pets and livestock.
"This discovery underscores the critical importance of continued tick surveillance in Maine," said Griffin Dill, director of the UMaine Extension Tick Lab. "While this appears to be an isolated case, we are closely monitoring the situation and coordinating with state and federal partners."

    
The tick specimen was not yet an adult and it was collected in the southern part of the state, the lab said in a statement. Follow-up surveillance didn't turn up any additional specimens in the surrounding area, the lab said.



    
        




    




Asian longhorned ticks feed on numerous animals, including cattle and humans. They pose a challenge for pest control authorities because female ticks of the species can reproduce without mating, which means a single individual can create an infestation, the lab said. The specimen found in Maine could not reproduce yet because it was a juvenile, the lab said.

    
    
    
Research is still going on to determine the tick species' ability to spread pathogens in Maine and elsewhere in the U.S., the lab said. Ticks are a major public health concern in the Northeastern U.S., where another species, the blacklegged or deer tick, spreads Lyme disease.

In the meantime, the public can prevent tick bites by taking steps such as conducting rigorous checks for them, avoiding overgrown vegetation and wearing protective clothing, public health officials said.
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    This hidden electricity drain can have a massive impact




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Leaving devices plugged in wastes electricity through phantom energy, the power consumed even when appliances are off. This hidden drain increases household costs and contributes to emissions. Small consistent changes at home can make a significant impact. (AP Video: Aya Diab)
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                                        The lights are off, the house is quiet and nothing seems to be running. But electricity is silently flowing through the plugs in your home. This hidden drain is known as phantom energy.
Also called vampire energy, the wasted electricity comes from leaving devices plugged in when they're not in use. That could range from household items such as phone chargers and microwaves to TVs and gaming consoles.
This wasted electricity accounts for about 5% to 10% of home energy use, depending on factors like the age of the equipment, according to Alexis Abramson, dean of the Columbia Climate School.
"Phantom energy depends on ... what kind of systems you have and how much they've improved over time," said Abramson.
For example, televisions that are connected to the internet and have smart wake features that allow them to interact with phones and other devices can consume up to 40 watts of energy during the hours of the day that the TV would normally be off, according to Matt Malinowski, director of the buildings program at the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy. That's almost 40 times as much as a regular television. 

    
"The good news is there have been new, renewed efforts to tackle this," said Malinowski. 
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




He said advocates and manufacturers have come up with a voluntary agreement seeking to reduce the amount of energy smart televisions use when they're in standby mode. 

    
    
    
Phantom energy contributes to climate change because power drawn by unused devices can increase demand for electricity from sources that release planet-warming emissions. Aidan Charron, associate director of Global Earth Day, said that while the amount may seem small when a person looks at their individual utility bill, the environmental toll of phantom energy is significant when multiplied over homes across the country.

    
"Just take a little step of unplugging the things that you're not using," said Charron. "It will save you money and it'll save emissions in the long run."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Electronics are plugged in at a home Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2025, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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What you can do
Some of the main culprits when it comes to draining energy are appliances that are constantly connected to electricity, such as those with a clock. 
"Do you really need your microwave to tell you the time, or can you unplug your microwave when you're not using it?" said Charron.
While unplugging devices may seem burdensome, it significantly contributes to reducing emissions.
Charron recommends starting with small steps like unplugging chargers for phones and other devices once the battery is fully charged. The next step is moving to other appliances such as unplugging an unused lamp.
If unplugging sounds too hard, regularly checking your settings and disabling any extra feature you're not using that could be draining energy help, too. For example, smart televisions often have optional features that can be turned off so the television isn't listening for signals from other devices while in standby mode.
"If you're not using it, then you're getting no benefit, yet you're paying the price and increased the energy use," said Malinowski.

    
How individual actions can make a difference 
Individuals also tend to take more sustainable actions, such as unplugging devices, once they learn what they can do to decrease their household emissions efficiently. Those actions could contribute to reducing U.S. emissions by about 20% per year, which equals about 450 tons (408 metric tons) of carbon dioxide, according to Jonathan Gilligan, a professor of earth and environmental science at Vanderbilt University.
The choices individuals take in their daily lives all add up, Gilligan said, mainly because of how much the U.S. population contributes to direct greenhouse gas emissions.
"The question becomes, what can we do to try to address this?" said Gilligan. "Phantom power is one part of this."
The more individuals decrease their footprint, the more likely it is that others will follow, too, and eventually, those actions may turn to societal norms, according to Gilligan, because individuals don't want to feel like they're being irresponsible.
"This is a place where psychologists find that this effect is real. If people see that other people are doing actions to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, they want to do that" said Giligan.

    
When it comes to daily choices, individuals may think what they're doing isn't really making a big difference. But what they tend to overlook is how they influence others around them by choosing to live a more sustainable life.
The impact may be much stronger than a lot of people realize, Gilligan said.
___
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    West Nile virus cases running higher than normal, prompting health warnings




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: In this photo provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a female Culex quinquefasciatus mosquito, also known as the southern house mosquito, sits on a person's skin before taking a blood meal in 2022. (Lauren Bishop/CDC via AP)]
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            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- West Nile virus infections are intense so far this year, with case counts running 40% higher than normal, health officials say.
More than 770 cases, including about 490 severe cases, were reported as of early September, according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data posted this week. About 550 cases -- 350 of them severe -- are usually reported by this time of year.
Health officials are ramping up warnings to the public, because most cases of the mosquito-borne disease are reported in August and September.
"West Nile virus can be a very serious disease and its presence in mosquitoes remains high right now in Massachusetts," said the state's public health commissioner, Dr. Robbie Goldstein, in a statement last week.
People can protect themselves by wearing long-sleeved shirts and pants when possible, and using an EPA-registered insect repellent when spending time outdoors, health officials say.

    
West Nile virus was first reported in the United States in 1999 in New York, and then gradually spread across the country. It peaked in 2003, when nearly 10,000 cases were reported. 


Scientists say many people -- perhaps tens of thousands each year -- are infected but don't know it because they have no symptoms, or only mild ones such as headaches, body aches, joint pain, vomiting, diarrhea and rashes. 
In severe cases, damage to the central nervous system causes inflammation of the brain or spinal cord, and even death.

    
    
    
In the last decade, health officials have fielded reports of 2,000 cases annually on average, including 1,200 life-threatening neurological illnesses and approximately 120 deaths. Deaths are on pace to be higher this year, CDC officials said, but they declined to discuss specifics, saying mortality statistics are too preliminary.
The problem is not that there are more mosquitoes this year, but rather that a higher proportion of the bugs are carrying the virus, CDC officials said. Mosquito infection rates can be affected by such factors as temperature, rainfall, the amount of insect control going on, and how many nearby birds are infected.

    
Colorado, which tends to see more West Nile virus, has reported about 150 of the nation's cases -- more than double what other states are reporting. 
Fort Collins is a hot spot. Monitoring last month in an area in the southwest part of the city found that 35 out of every 1,000 female mosquitoes were infected -- far higher than the 8 per 1,000 that would be expected for that time of year -- said Roxanne Connelly, a CDC entomologist who lives there.
It's not clear why, but she noted it's been a wet and warm year.
___
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    Trump's plan for a drug advertising crackdown faces many hurdles




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration campus in Silver Spring, Md., is photographed on Oct. 14, 2015. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and other administration officials are vowing a crackdown on deceptive drug ads, but the effort is likely to face multiple headwinds, including pushback from industry and layoffs among regulators tasked with leading the effort.
President Donald Trump signed a memo Tuesday that directs the Food and Drug Administration and other agencies to step up enforcement against ubiquitous prescription drug ads on TV, websites and social media.
The industry's multibillion-dollar marketing efforts have long been a target for Kennedy, who previously suggested banning all pharmaceutical ads from TV. That step would have almost certainly been struck down by federal judges, who have long accepted advertising as a First Amendment-protected form of speech.
Instead, Trump's directive tells the FDA to use current laws to ensure "transparency and accuracy" in all ads.

    
But the FDA has long struggled to defend its actions against drug promotions in court. And reworking some of its key regulations -- including those governing TV advertising -- could take years.
Here's a look at the administration's plans and some of the hurdles that may lie ahead.

    
    
    
A promise for more FDA warnings after years of legal setbacks
The FDA kicked off its effort Tuesday evening saying it was issuing "thousands" of warnings to drugmakers over inaccurate or misleading ads.
But rather than individual notices citing specific violations, the FDA shared a generic letter that it sent to drugmakers, instructing them to bring "all promotional communications into compliance."
The form letter is different from typical FDA warning letters, which usually cite specific issues with company advertisements that run afoul of FDA rules and lay the groundwork for future legal action.
The FDA's press release noted that such warnings have fallen dramatically in recent years, with only one issued in 2023 and none in 2024.

    
Former FDA officials say that reflects two trends. First, the drug industry has abandoned many of the most egregious tactics deployed in the early 2000s, including the use of distracting sounds and visuals that often drew attention away from drug warnings and side effect information.
Additionally, the FDA has repeatedly settled legal cases challenging its authority to police drug promotions. The agency often declines to pursue such cases due to the risks of losing in court, which could create legal precedent eroding its power. 
Looking ahead, recent Trump administration job cuts have slashed staffing in the FDA's drug advertising division, which handles warning letters.
A plan to curb TV ads could take a very long time
One major proposal by the administration involves reversing a nearly 30-year-old FDA rule.
Until the late 1990s, TV drug advertisements were impractical and prohibitively expensive because FDA regulations required drugmakers to list each medication's risks and side effects. A 1997 shift allowed companies to briefly summarize that information and point viewers to more complete information on websites, in print ads or elsewhere.
The FDA said this week it will begin the process to eliminate that practice, calling it a "loophole" used to "conceal critical safety risks."

    
But the FDA rulemaking process usually takes years -- sometimes more than a decade -- with multiple opportunities for public comment and revision.
For example, new guidelines finalized last year that require clearer and simpler language in drug ads took more than 15 years to develop and implement.
If the FDA tried to skip steps or rush, drugmakers could challenge the process in court.
For its part, the industry maintains that TV ads are a way to educate and empower consumers.
"Truthful and nonmisleading DTC advertising is protected under the First Amendment and has documented evidence of advancing patient awareness and engagement," PhRMA, the industry's leading trade group, said in a statement Wednesday.

    
Influencers and other newer promoters may be beyond FDA's reach
FDA Commissioner Marty Makary also suggested his agency will be more aggressive about policing ads on social media platforms like Instagram, where drugmakers often partner with patient influencers or doctors.
The agency has long struggled to oversee those promotions, because FDA advertising rules only apply to drug companies.
Social media influencers who are paid to endorse or promote products are supposed to clearly disclose that relationship. But that requirement is overseen by the Federal Trade Commission. 
And in some cases, influencers aren't being paid by anyone: They promote products in hopes of landing future endorsement deals.
The FDA has also been under pressure to crack down on advertisements from newer specialty pharmacies and telehealth companies. A Super Bowl ad from one company drew scrutiny earlier this year for promoting unofficial versions of weight loss drugs, touting their benefits without listing any of the risks or side effects. Disclosing that information is an FDA requirement.

    
Companies that connect patients to so-called compounded drugs say they are not subject to FDA rules because they are not traditional drug manufacturers.
A Senate bill introduced last year would bring influencers and telehealth companies clearly under FDA's jurisdiction, requiring them to disclose risk and side effect information. But the legislation has not advanced or received a hearing.
___
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The giant Turkey Hill Cow looms over festival goers sampling ice cream at Taste of Omaha on May 31, 2015, in Omaha, Neb. (Kent Sievers/Omaha World-Herald via AP, FILE)]
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 
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    Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Apple has unveiled the ultra-thin iPhone 17 Air, aiming to stand out in an increasingly competitive market as Samsung also pushes slimmer smartphone designs. Despite new tariffs and supply chain pressures, Apple avoided major price hikes across most models, with only the Pro seeing a $100 increase. (AP Video: Haven Daley)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Apple's iPhone 17 lineup is here. The tech giant on Tuesday unveiled four new models that mark the latest editions to its marquee product.
That includes the introduction of the iPhone Air, which Apple says is its thinnest smartphone yet. And, as seen in years past, its newest phones boast better cameras, longer lasting batteries and a handful of other upgrades across the board. The latest devices come with a new a A19 chip, which will particularly help power Apple's artificial intelligence features.
Tuesday's lineup mark the first phones Apple has released since President Donald Trump returned to the White House and unleased a barrage of tariffs impacting goods that businesses sell and consumers buy every day. Some analysts speculated that California-based Apple may raise iPhone prices leading up to Tuesday's announcement. But for the most part, Apple is sticking with the same price tags it's slapped on its newest iPhones over recent years, just weeks after Google also held steady on prices for its new Pixel smartphones.
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Megan Skiendiel, from left, Manon Bannerman, Sophia Laforteza, foreground center, Yoonchae, Daniela Avanzini and Lara Raj of KATSEYE pose for a portrait on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Katseye's Gap ad hit 400M views in 3 days. What happened next?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Here's what to know about the iPhone 17, which officially hits stores Sept. 19 -- and other gadget updates.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apple CEO Tim Cook waves on stage during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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iPhone 17 prices
Apple's going price for the iPhone 17 begins at about $800 -- compared to $1,100 and $1,200 for its iPhone 17 Pro and Pro Max models. The iPhone Air will start at $1,000.
Most of that aligns with the pricing Apple has rolled out with its new iPhones over the last five years -- with the exception of the Pro, which is $100 more expensive this year. But that still falls within the $800 to $1,200 range that the company has outlined between its most basic and top offerings since 2020.

    
    
    
Apple's latest iPhone lineup arrives as companies across industries face rising costs from Trump's new punishing tariffs on imports from around the world. And the Trump administration has also repeatedly insisted that iPhones should be made in the U.S., rather than in the company's current manufacturing hubs overseas. But analysts stress that this is an unrealistic demand that would take years to pull off -- and could result in doubling, or event tripling, iPhone's current average price of $1,000.

    
A camera revamp and longer battery life
In addition to better camera quality on its front and back facing lenses, iPhone 17's front camera has been upgraded across its lineup to have a wider field of view and new sensor, allowing you to take landscape photos and other selfie orientations without having to rotate your phone. 

    
iPhone's new Air offering also gives users the option to record videos using the front and back cameras simultaneously. Meanwhile, the iPhone 17 Pro and Pro Max added a more powerful telephoto lens, among other improvements.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone Air is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Apple also boasted longer battery life across its iPhone 17 lineup. It said that its new iPhone Air, in particular, would be the tech giant's most power-efficient iPhone yet.
What about AI?
The iPhones Apple rolled out last year were the first the company designed with a wide range of new AI features. The iPhone 17 lineup announced Tuesday doesn't make as many leaps as its predecessor -- but each phone will come with Apple's latest operating system, iOS 26, which will feature incremental AI advances.
Previewed at its developers conference in June and set to also launch next week, iOS 26 will include capabilities like allowing you to take a screenshot and get a breakdown of what's on your screen, as well as more live translation offerings. Apple on Tuesday also pointed to other features powered with AI that are specific to the iPhone 17 line, such as its new "Center Stage" feature for its front-facing camera.
Still, Apple is playing a bit of catchup in the AI arena overall, and has run into some recent missteps. While the iPhone 16 has proven to be popular, the models didn't sell quite as well as analysts had anticipated because Apple failed to deliver all the AI-fueled improvements it had promised, including a smarter and more versatile Siri assistant. The Siri improvements have been pushed back until next year.

    
New AirPods and Apple Watches also unveiled
In addition to the iPhone 17, Apple also unveiled other gadget updates on Tuesday -- including AirPods Pro 3, Apple Watch Series 11 and Apple Watch Ultra 3.

    
Among updates to Apple's newest AirPods is live translation, which uses on-device AI to translate when other languages are spoken around the person using them. Similar live translation offerings have been previous rolled out by rival Google, for its Pixel products. Apple's AirPods Pro 3 will be priced at $249.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apple Watches are displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Apple's boasted a new "sleep score" tracking feature and hypertension notifications for its Series 11 smart watch. The hypertension feature flags for potential high blood pressure -- taking data from the heart rate sensor and analyzing it for patterns related to hypertension. Apple on Tuesday noted that this is still pending approval from the Food and Drug Administration.

Meanwhile, Apple says its latest high-end sports watch -- the Ultra 3 -- now features the biggest display and longest battery life seen in any of the company's watches, among other updates. Available starting Sept. 19, the Ultra 3 is priced at $799, while the Series 11 is $399. Apple's latest update to the Apple Watch SE, its simplest watch offering, will be $249.
______
AP Technology Writer Michael Liedtke contributed to this report.
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                    Technology

    Now that summer's over, here's what to do with all those photos on your camera roll




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A faithful takes pictures with a mobile phone during the weekly general audience with Pope Leo XIV in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            By 
            KELVIN CHAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- The summer holidays are over, and all those great times you had on vacation have been memorialized in hundreds of smartphone photos. Now what?
Some highlights -- the prettiest sunset, the best group shots -- have been posted on Instagram or shared in the family chat group. But many more will likely languish in your camera roll.
Because smartphones come with increasingly large amounts of file storage, it's too easy to take photos just because we can. But it's also real work to go through them all later, so it's too easy to forget about them.
Here are some quick and easy methods to help deal with the pictures (and videos) overwhelming your phone.
Pick your favorites
There will some shots that will be the most important -- standout photos that you want to share with others, or know that you'll look back on years later, or just keep for reference. Star or heart any photos that fall into this category, which puts them into a folder or album for favorites.



    
        




    




Delete, with help
After a recent extended family trip to Turkey, I ended up with quite a few photos of restaurant and cafe menus. They were shared in the family WhatsApp group to decide where or what to eat. But we'll probably never visit those establishments again.
It's always good practice to cull photos that you just don't need anymore, which could also include screenshots, pictures of receipts or duplicate images. But going through hundreds of trip photos could be a little tedious without some help. Fortunately, there are dozens of photo deletion and cleanup apps available that aim to speed the job up. 

    
    
    
Many of them resemble dating apps like Tinder, because they let you swipe left to delete and swipe right to save a photo. Some are free, others need a subscription.
It starts getting more challenging when you have images that are similar but not identical. Which one should you keep? Some apps have a comparison feature to help you decide. 

    
I tried a few of these apps and found that Clever Cleaner's Similars function works well, helping me whittle down, for example, many of the various nearly identical shots I took of Istanbul's skyline while crossing the Bosphorus Strait by ferry at dusk. The free app grouped similar pictures together and then suggested the best shot to keep. I found that I generally agreed with its suggestions.
Tips to help organize your photos
Even if you've managed to sort through your camera roll, it will probably still be a jumble of images stretching back in an unbroken stream.
So group photos into albums organized by themes. Android and iPhone users can do this on the Photos apps on their respective operating systems. Select all the photos from a trip and add them to a new album.
Planning ahead will make this process easier. Create an album when you start your trip, then save the photos there as you take them.
You can also create a shared album on Android or iPhone, which lets other people view or comment on photos or add their own.
If you don't want to set up a shared album, Android and Google Photos lets users create links so others can just view an album or individual photo. It's not so easy on iOS, which only lets users export the album's photos. You can share individual photos with an iCloud link but it expires after 30 days.

    
Remember to print 
Now that you've edited and curated your holiday pictures, consider taking an analog approach to showing them off. 
Print them out and put them in an album that people can flip -- not scroll -- through. Or blow up the most eye-catching shot to frame and hang it as wall art.
Google Photos offers a photo book printing service that uses artificial intelligence to curate photos into generic themes, like Spring 2025, Memories, or They Grow Up So Fast, and generate basic no-frills layouts.

Other services like Mixbook and Shutterstock offer services that automatically generate more elaborately designed photobooks. Mixbook can even provide AI-generated photo captions, though the results might be, well, mixed. 
____
AP Technology Writer Barbara Ortutay in San Francisco contributed to this report.
____
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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    Apple's iPhone 17 line-up includes a new ultra-thin model and $100 price hike for Pro model




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Apple has unveiled the ultra-thin iPhone 17 Air, aiming to stand out in an increasingly competitive market as Samsung also pushes slimmer smartphone designs. Despite new tariffs and supply chain pressures, Apple avoided major price hikes across most models, with only the Pro seeing a $100 increase. (AP Video: Haven Daley)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            MICHAEL LIEDTKE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) -- Apple on Tuesday rolled out its next generation iPhones, which include a new ultra-thin model and a slight price hike for one of its high-end models, while the company feels the squeeze of a global trade war.
The iPhone 17 line-up includes a new slimmed-down model that will adopt the "Air" name that Apple already uses for its sleekest iPads and Mac computers. In what has become an annual rite for Apple, all four new iPhone 17 models will feature better cameras and longer-lasting batteries than last year's lineup. The iPhone 17 will all boast at least 256 gigabytes of storage, doubling the minimum amount from the last generation.

    
"We are raising the bar again," Apple CEO Tim Cook boasted in front of a crowd gathered in an auditorium named after the company's late co-founder, Steve Jobs, located on its campus in Cupertino, California. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks on stage during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Grappling with tariffs
The new iPhones are the first to be released since President Donald Trump returned to the White House and unleashed a barrage of tariffs, in what his administration says is an attempt to bring overseas manufacturing back to the U.S. -- a crusade that has thrust Cook into the hot seat.
All the iPhone 17 models are still expected to be made in Apple's manufacturing hubs in China and India, exposing them to some of Trump's tariffs. 
Analysts believe the additional fees on iPhones coming into the U.S. increase the pressure on Apple to raise prices to help protect its profit margins on its most marquee product. 

    
    
    
Without giving a specific reason, Apple will charge $1,100 for the iPhone 17 Pro, an increase of $100, or 10%, from previous versions of that model. The iPhone Air will start at $1,000 -- the price of last year's iPhone 16 Pro.
Apple is sticking with the same starting price for the basic iPhone 17 at $800 and the iPhone 17 Pro Max at $1,200. 

    
All four models will be in stores Sept. 19.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Apple's shares closed down 1.5% Tuesday amid gains in the broader stock market, an indication that investors might be worried the company didn't do enough to prop up its profits amid the trade war. 
A breath of fresh iPhone Air
The release of the iPhone 17 Air created the biggest buzz of the day as Apple found a way to pack in most of the punch of its Pro models while coming up with a fetching design that Forrester Research analyst Dipanjan Chatterjee will prod more trend-conscious consumers to splurge on the latest fashion in tech devices. The Air model is just 5.6 millimeters wide compared to 8 to 9 millimeters for the other iPhone 17 choices.

    
"There were plenty of crackles and one big pop," Chatterjee said of Tuesday's event.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks on stage during an announcement of new products at Apple Park in Cupertino, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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 One of the crackles came with the introduction of new features aimed at the selfie culture. The iPhone 17 models include a front camera with more megapixels for crisper photos, along with an "Center Stage" option that will take advantage of a wider field of view and a new sensor that will enable users to take landscape photos without having to rotate the iPhone.
Although most of the upgrades to the iPhone 17 are similar to the incremental improvements of recent years, Apple appears to have done enough to "bring a sense of newness to the iPhone, which has remained the same for too long," said PP Foresight analyst Paolo Pescatore.
Apple also unveiled its latest smartwatches, including a health tool that is supposed to help detect potential hypertension, and its next generation wireless AirPod headphones. 
Looking for a sales accelerator
Apple has been trying to accelerate its growth after several years of lackluster sales growth that has still been enough to maintain its status as a moneymaking machine while raising questions about its ability to innovate. Those doubts, combined with the uncertainties swirling around tariffs, are, one of the reasons the company's market value has dropped by 6% so far this year while the tech-driven Nasdaq composite index has gained 13%.
While the iPhone 16, released last year, fared reasonably well, the models didn't sell quite as well as analysts had anticipated because Apple failed to deliver all of the artificial intelligence features it had promised, including a smarter and more versatile Siri assistant. The Siri improvements have been pushed back until next year.

    
"To truly differentiate and outperform its competition, Apple will have to crack AI as a new contextual user-interface," predicted Thomas Hussan, another analyst for Forrester Research.

    
The global trade war has compounded Apple's challenges.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Apple Watch is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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Both Trump and U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick have repeatedly insisted that iPhones be made in the U.S. instead of overseas. It's an unrealistic demand that analysts say would take years to pull off and would result in a doubling, or even a tripling, of the iPhone's current average price of about $1,000.
Cook tried to placate Trump by initially pledging that Apple would invest $500 billion i n the U.S. over the next four years, and then upped the ante last month by adding another $100 billion to the commitment. He also gifted Trump a statue featuring a 24-karat gold base. 

That kind of diplomacy has helped insulate Apple from Trump's most severe tariffs. However, with the iPhones being brought into the U.S. still facing duties of about 25%, some analysts speculated the company would raise prices to help preserve its hefty profit margins. But for the most part, Apple and other major smartphone makers such as Samsung and Google are sticking with the same prices as last year. 
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                    Lifestyle

    Brighten winter with indoor blooms by forcing spring bulbs to flower early




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This March 17, 2024, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows forced spring bulbs for sale in Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        If the wait for bulbs to bloom in spring seems excruciatingly long, you can pot some up now and enjoy a floriferous winter indoors. 
Gardeners are constantly gaming the system, using fertilizers to force plants to direct energy toward more blooms, more fruit or faster growth; starting seeds indoors to ensure earlier tomatoes; and using row covers or cold frames to extend the season. So why not bend nature's schedule to gift ourselves some joy during the bleakness of January?
That is, after all, what professional growers do to fill all those pastel-foil-wrapped pots of tulips and daffodils sold as Easter plants.
All you need are clay pots, potting mix, ordinary spring bulbs and some patience.
How to do it
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                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





Fill pots with the mix, then set grape or standard hyacinth, tulip, daffodil or crocus bulbs -- or a combination -- just beneath the surface. (Tulip bulbs should be angled with their flat sides facing outward so that their eventual leaves unfurl over the container's edge.)
Store the pots at about 55 degrees Fahrenheit for four to six weeks to ensure good root establishment, and water regularly to keep the soil slightly moist. An unheated basement or attached garage could serve well, depending on your location. 
Then prepare for the deception.
For the bulbs to bloom, you'll have to convince them that they've lived through winter. You can achieve this by placing the pots in the refrigerator (away from fruit, which releases ethylene gas that inhibits sprouting) for 12 weeks.

    
    
    
If you find yourself growing impatient, you can remove them from the fridge after six weeks, but they will take longer to bloom.
And if you're feeling creative, take one pot out at the six-week mark, then remove another every couple of weeks. You'll be rewarded with a succession of blooms that will last through winter. 
After the chilling period, move the pots into the warmth and light of your living space, where they'll grow and bloom in as little as two weeks. If you live in a frost-free region, you can even plant the chilled bulbs outdoors.

    
Aside from water, the plants won't require anything from you, as bulbs contain all the stored energy and nutrients they need to survive and thrive.
When the danger of frost has passed, you can move your plants into the garden. Tulips may not reappear next year -- that's a gamble with nothing to lose -- but you can expect daffodils, crocus and hyacinths to bloom again alongside their bedmates.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    Don't look now, but there's an AI-generated Italian teacup on your child's phone. What does it mean?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows A.I.-generated animation of Italian Brain Rot characters created by visual artist Fabian Mosele in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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            This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows A.I.-generated animation of Italian Brain Rot characters created by visual artist Fabian Mosele in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows an undated self-portrait photo of A.I. animator Fabian Mosele, sitting in front of the A.I. generated words "Italian Brain Rot," a meme genre that captured the attention of teens across the world. (Fabian Mosele via The AP).]
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            This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows an undated self-portrait photo of A.I. animator Fabian Mosele, sitting in front of the A.I. generated words "Italian Brain Rot," a meme genre that captured the attention of teens across the world. (Fabian Mosele via The AP).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Fabian Mosele shows Fabian Mosele's collection of toys that were inspired by Italian Brain Rot characters, which went viral in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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            This undated image provided by Fabian Mosele shows Fabian Mosele's collection of toys that were inspired by Italian Brain Rot characters, which went viral in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            SAFIYAH RIDDLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In the first half of 2025, she racked up over 55 million views on TikTok and 4 million likes, mostly from tweens glued to their cellphones. Not bad for an AI-generated cartoon ballerina with a cappuccino teacup for a head.
Her name is Ballerina Cappuccina. Her smiling, girlish face is accompanied by a deep, computer-generated male voice singing in Italian -- or, at least, some Italian. The rest is gibberish.
She is one of the most prominent characters in the internet phenomenon known as "Italian Brain Rot," a series of memes that exploded in popularity this year, consisting of unrealistic AI-generated animal-object hybrids with absurdist, pseudo-Italian narration.
The trend has baffled parents, to the delight of young people experiencing the thrill of a new, fleeting cultural signifier that is illegible to older generations.

    
Experts and fans alike say the trend is worth paying attention to, and tells us something about the youngest generation of tweens.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows an undated self-portrait photo of A.I. animator Fabian Mosele, sitting in front of the A.I. generated words "Italian Brain Rot," a meme genre that captured the attention of teens across the world. (Fabian Mosele via The AP).]



        

        
        
            
                    This image provided by Fabian Mosele shows an undated self-portrait photo of A.I. animator Fabian Mosele, sitting in front of the A.I. generated words "Italian Brain Rot," a meme genre that captured the attention of teens across the world. (Fabian Mosele via The AP).

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
    
    
A nonsensical, AI-generated realm
The first Italian brain-rot character was Tralalero Tralala, a shark with blue Nike sneakers on his elongated fins. Early Tralalero Tralala videos were scored with a curse-laden Italian song that sounds like a crude nursery rhyme.
Other characters soon emerged: Bombardiro Crocodilo, a crocodile-headed military airplane; Lirili Larila, an elephant with a cactus body and slippers; and Armadillo Crocodillo, an armadillo inside a coconut, to name a few.
Content creators around the world have created entire storylines told through intentionally ridiculous songs. These videos have proven so popular that they have launched catchphrases that have entered mainstream culture for Generation Alpha, which describes anyone born between 2010 and 2025.
Fabian Mosele, 26, calls themselves an "Italian brain rot connoisseur." An Italian animator who lives in Germany and works with AI by trade, Mosele created their first Italian brain-rot content in March. Shortly after, Mosele's video of Italian brain-rot characters at an underground rave garnered about a million views overnight, they said. It has since topped 70 million. 

    
Even as the hysteria over the absurdist subgenre has slowed, Mosele said the characters have transcended the digital realm and become an indelible part of pop culture. 
"It feels so ephemeral," Mosele said, "but it also feels so real."
This summer, one of the most popular games on Roblox, the free online platform that has approximately 111 million monthly users, was called "Steal a Brainrot." The goal of the game, as the title would suggest, is to steal brain rot characters from other players. More popular characters, like Tralalero Tralala, are worth more in-game money.
Sometimes, the games' administrators -- who are also players -- cheat to steal the characters, a move called "admin abuse" that sent many kids and teens into a frenzy. One video of a young child hysterically crying over a stolen character has 46.8 million views on TikTok. 

    
It's not supposed to make sense
In the non-virtual world, some have made physical toy replicas of the characters, while others have created real-life plays featuring them.
The nonsensical songs have at times gestured to real-world issues: One clip of Bombardiro Crocodilo sparked outrage for seemingly mocking the war in Gaza. 
But ultimately, the majority of videos are silly and absurd. 
Mosele said Italian brain-rot consumers largely don't care about how the images relate to what is being said or sung. They often don't even care to translate the nonsensical Italian to English.
"It's funny because it's nonsense," Mosele said.

    
"Seeing something so dark, in a way, and out of the ordinary, that breaks all the norms of what we would expect to see on TV -- that's just super appealing."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Fabian Mosele shows Fabian Mosele's collection of toys that were inspired by Italian Brain Rot characters, which went viral in 2025. (Fabian Mosele via The AP)]
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The rise of brain rot
Italian brain rot didn't go viral in a vacuum. "Brain rot," the 2024 Oxford University Press word of the year, is defined as the numbing of an intellectual state resulting from the "overconsumption of trivial or unchallenging material."
It can also be used to describe the brain-rotting content itself. 
Lots of content falls into that category. Consider videos of the game "Subway Surfer" split-screened next to full episodes of television shows, or "Skibidi Toilet," an animated series featuring toilets with human heads popping out of their bowls. 
Those not chronically online might instinctively recoil at the term brain rot, with its vaguely gory connotations, especially as concern about the potential harms of social media for adolescents mounts. 
When brain rot was crowned word of the year, Oxford Languages President Casper Grathwohl said the term speaks to "one of the perceived dangers of virtual life, and how we are using our free time." 
Emilie Owens, 33, a children's media researcher, agreed that endless scrolling poses dangers for young people. But she said that the concern about brain rot is misguided.
It's normal to "view the thing the newest generation is doing with fear and suspicion," she said, pointing to how past generations have had similar concerns about the detrimental effects of comic books, television and even novels at one time.

    
Concerns about brain rot -- that it is unproductive and pointless -- actually reveal a great deal about their appeal, Owens said. Brain rot is an acute rejection of the intense pressures on young people to self-optimize. 
"It's very normal for everyone to need to switch their brains off now and again," she said.
___

Riddle is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/italian-brain-rot-explained-tralalero-tralala-7600d1faea12be53609f3c2092e02eb7
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                    Lifestyle

    Rainwater harvesting grows in the Southwest and beyond to nourish thirsty gardens in a hotter world




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Rainwater harvesting expert Brad Lancaster poses at his outdoor home kitchen in Tucson, Ariz., on Aug. 1, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            Rainwater harvesting expert Brad Lancaster poses at his outdoor home kitchen in Tucson, Ariz., on Aug. 1, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A rainwater sign is displayed on an outdoor sink at the home of harvesting expert Brad Lancaster in Tucson, Ariz., on Aug. 1, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            A rainwater sign is displayed on an outdoor sink at the home of harvesting expert Brad Lancaster in Tucson, Ariz., on Aug. 1, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rain chains that direct water from atop buildings into storage containers, hang from the wall of The Rain Store in Tucson, Ariz., on June 27, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            Rain chains that direct water from atop buildings into storage containers, hang from the wall of The Rain Store in Tucson, Ariz., on June 27, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A new collection tank stands alongside a poster of a rainwater harvesting system outside The Rain Store in Tucson, Ariz., on June 27, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            A new collection tank stands alongside a poster of a rainwater harvesting system outside The Rain Store in Tucson, Ariz., on June 27, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pitcher of rainwater appears for visitors touring the nonprofit Watershed Management Group in Tucson, Ariz., on July. 19, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            A pitcher of rainwater appears for visitors touring the nonprofit Watershed Management Group in Tucson, Ariz., on July. 19, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A water collection tank appears alongside an enclosure for chickens at the nonprofit Watershed Management Group site in Tucson, Ariz., on July. 19, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)]
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            A water collection tank appears alongside an enclosure for chickens at the nonprofit Watershed Management Group site in Tucson, Ariz., on July. 19, 2025. (Anita Snow via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ANITA SNOW

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- Nothing makes Brad Lancaster happier than a monsoon downpour.
The tall 58-year-old jumped like a kid in the puddles on the sidewalk one recent August afternoon after a half inch (1.3 centimeters) of rain suddenly fell in Tucson, Arizona, during an especially dry summer.
"Sweet!" Lancaster exclaimed, beaming when he saw how the water pooled in a basin he had dug earlier in dirt planted with native vegetation along the public walkway.
"It's really important that you are ready to plant the rain when it comes, even if it is a small amount," he said, referring to a simple type of rainwater harvesting that involves digging a hole to allow rainwater to sink underground and be held like a sponge. "The key is to collect every drop of it."
In the U.S. Southwest and beyond, home gardeners and landscapers are increasingly using collected rainwater to nourish their rose bushes and cactus gardens amid worsening drought and rising temperatures fueled by global warming.

    
Lancaster and other rainwater harvesting specialists say home gardeners anywhere can benefit from collecting raindrops and runoff from buildings and other surfaces to irrigate plants, even in wetter regions where the practice is less common.
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[image: Dan Brown poses for a portrait on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Dan Brown on his new book, 'The Secret of Secrets,' and how he manages the writing process
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Sheen discusses his book "The Book of Sheen" at the 92nd Street Y on Monday, Sept. 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Charlie Sheen was once a leading man in Hollywood. His new book reveals how it unraveled
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The iPhone 17 Pro is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple Park on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Apple has unveiled its iPhone 17 lineup, including the first iPhone Air. Here's what's new
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Rainwater collecting is widespread in many of Earth's driest regions. In Australia, it's often used for drinking water, bathing and flushing toilets. And in Africa -- where Lancaster said he learned more about the practice -- it helps communities survive.

    
    
    
Saving the rain is also useful in southern Arizona, which is under pressure from a long-running drought. It's drier than ever, with Tucson receiving less than half of the about 7 inches (18 centimeters) of rain it usually sees by the first week of September.
Some of the heaviest rainfalls in Arizona and other parts of the U.S. Southwest occur in the summer, during the annual North American monsoon season.

    
As much as two-thirds of residential water in the desert city is used outdoors, said Adriana Zuniga, an associate research professor in environmental policy programs at the University of Arizona.
"The idea is to use less water from the tap to irrigate," she said.
Rainwater harvesting is by no means a modern revolution.
Zuniga, who has researched water use of the Maya people who lived in what is now Central America and southeastern Mexico, noted that the ancient civilization captured rainwater to survive dry, hot summers.
"It should be fundamental to how we live in the Southwest and ultimately everywhere else in the coming years in the face of climate change," said Tucson landscaper Eli Nielsen, who co-owns a store that sells rainwater harvesting products including rain chains that guide water from atop buildings.
Looking to create a rain collection system of your own? Here's how to start:

    
Educate yourself
Find out if your state has restrictions on rainwater harvesting or requires a permit due to environmental or health and safety considerations. A tool created by the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in collaboration with the Federal Energy Management Program can help.
See if your city or county water department has a program that encourages rainwater harvesting or has other resources. Your local community college or cooperative extension office may have educational programs offering guidance.
In the case of Tucson, the city water department offers rebates of up to $2,000 for residential rain collection systems. It works with the local nonprofit Watershed Management Group to provide free 21/2-hour classes residents must take to design a collection system that qualifies for a rebate.
One class anyone can attend virtually is the Essential Rain Water Course, offered for free on YouTube. It is co-hosted by water harvesting authority Peter Coombes, an honorary professor at the Australian National University and managing director of the independent think tank Urban Water Cycle Solutions, and Michelle Avis, co-founder of the Canadian organization Verge Permaculture.
Many proponents of collecting precipitation say the most authoritative book on the subject is Lancaster's "Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and Beyond," along with a second volume published later. Lancaster also offers free resources to the public on his website.

    
Make a plan
Decide how ambitious you want to be.
Few people are going to be as dedicated to collecting the rain as Lancaster, said Hsin-I Chang, an assistant research professor in hydrology and atmospheric sciences at the University of Arizona. She gives Lancaster credit for the practice's popularity in Tucson.
Active harvesting systems use storage tanks, pipes and sometimes pumps. But simpler passive systems are low-tech and work by shaping the landscape with basins and other contouring alongside trees and other foliage. That allows rainwater to gather and then sink underground to recharge aquifers and nourish thirsty plants nearby.
"It's very easy to get started with contouring," Chang said, noting that active systems can be more expensive to set up and maintain.

    
Looking for more help?

If you need assistance, consider hiring a landscaper with experience in harvesting systems. You can also seek out master gardeners at local nurseries or home improvement stores.
And you can look to Lancaster for inspiration, tapping into the joy he expresses every time the rain falls.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rainwater-harvesting-drought-gardening-arizona-c04998350227960fd220ea2f0f4468d3
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                    Religion

    A US Orthodox influencer spoke against Russia's war. Then, she was ousted as a nun
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            Sister Vassa Larin is an American nun known for teaching about the Eastern Orthodox faith on YouTube. She was ousted as a nun of a U.S. branch of the Russian Orthodox Church after she criticized its leader's blessing of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, poses for a portrait for the Associated Press in her room before recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, poses for a portrait for the Associated Press in her room before recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, prepares in her room for recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, prepares in her room for recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill, left, leads the Orthodox Easter service as Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin stand near at Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Moscow, Russia, April 20, 2025. (Oleg Varov/Russian Orthodox Church Press Service via AP, File)]
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            Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill, left, leads the Orthodox Easter service as Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin stand near at Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Moscow, Russia, April 20, 2025. (Oleg Varov/Russian Orthodox Church Press Service via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, records one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, records one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, takes notes before recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, takes notes before recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, drinks from a coffee mug during recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, drinks from a coffee mug during recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, records one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, records one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, talks during recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, talks during recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, talks during an interview with the Associated Press in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, talks during an interview with the Associated Press in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, smiles while recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)]
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            Sister Vassa Larin, a prominent American Orthodox nun, public speaker and YouTube presenter, smiles while recording one of her videos in Vienna, Austria, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 2025. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            PETER SMITH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Before 2022, Sister Vassa Larin was best known as an Orthodox nun who taught thousands on YouTube about saints and holy days. She became one of the most prominent female intellectuals in Orthodoxy -- widely respected within the highly patriarchal religion where all clergy and bishops are male.
Then Russia invaded Ukraine.
Larin publicly opposed it.
Eventually her bishop revoked her status as a nun.
He had essentially sought to silence her, ordering her to cease her media work, Larin said. When she balked, he removed her as a nun. That decision was ratified in May by the Synod of Bishops in the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, a jurisdiction within Eastern Orthodoxy known as ROCOR.
The official reason the bishops gave was "disobedience" -- with no specifics.
But Larin has no doubt the real reason was her outspoken criticism of Moscow Patriarch Kirill, who has blessed Russia's war effort, and others who have gone along with him. Kirill has ultimate oversight over the New York-based ROCOR.

    
    
    
Compelled to speak out 
Larin and her supporters say it's the first known case of the Moscow church extending its punitive reach to an American Orthodox person who opposes its pro-war stance. Dozens of dissenting Orthodox priests within Russia have already faced censure, according to a Fordham University study.
"I could not not say these things," Larin, 54, said in a Zoom interview from Vienna, where she lives.
"Patriarch Kirill manipulates religious terms, spiritual concepts to achieve political goals," she said. "It's very cynical and it's blasphemous. ... But the greatest tragedy is that people are dying because of this stuff."
ROCOR officials did not reply to multiple requests for comment made via email and telephone over two weeks.
Larin maintains the ROCOR ruling removing her from the monastic state is illegal under church law.
As her long black veil and cloak indicate, Larin remains a nun but is now affiliated with a different jurisdiction -- the Kyiv-based Orthodox Church of Ukraine. She has been appointed a visiting professor of the Kyiv Orthodox Theological Academy.

    
Her new supervising bishop, Metropolitan Yevstratiy Zoria, said by email that he appreciates Larin's "devotion to peacemaking and condemning of Russian warmongering propaganda."
Eastern Orthodoxy, the world's second-largest Christian communion, is the majority religion in Russia and Ukraine. It is united by common creeds, sacraments and a belief that its bishops are direct successors to Jesus' apostles.
But Orthodoxy has multiple jurisdictions, and the war has aggravated divisions.
A Russian emigre church, now loyal to Moscow
Russian President Vladimir Putin often surrounds himself with Orthodox iconography and defends the war in part by citing historic grievances of the Russian Orthodox Church.
Kirill has required his priests to pray for Russian victory. He pronounced that Russia's war dead have their sins forgiven. He presided over a council calling the invasion of Ukraine a holy war against a "West that has fallen into Satanism."
ROCOR was founded by Russian refugees fleeing Communist persecution in the early 20th century, including Larin's own family.

    
ROCOR operated on its own during Communist times, believing that Moscow's Orthodox leadership was compromised by Soviet control. But in 2007, ROCOR reconciled with the Russian Orthodox Church, maintaining some autonomy while submitting to the Moscow patriarch's ultimate authority.
A search of ROCOR's website for statements about Ukraine yields multiple calls for peace in general, without condemning Russia. But ROCOR bishops have regularly denounced Ukraine for moving to ban the Ukrainian Orthodox Church for allegedly failing to sever ties to Moscow.
In Russia, at least 79 Orthodox Christians have faced church sanction or other persecution for opposing the war, according to a Fordham University study published in May by its Orthodox Christian Studies Center. Sergei Chapnin, communications director for the center and author of the report, said the Moscow church has also placed behind-the-scenes pressure on U.S. Orthodox churches.

    
Larin said her ouster shows Moscow's reach.
"This is not in Russia," Larin said of ROCOR. "They're under no obligation in front of any state authority, and they're supposedly in the free world. But it's the first case that we have of actual church-sponsored cracking down on an American citizen."
More controversy in U.S. Orthodoxy 
ROCOR isn't the only American branch of Orthodoxy roiled by fallout from the Russian invasion. So has the Orthodox Church in America -- a self-governing jurisdiction that also traces its roots to Russia.
Alaska Archbishop Alexei of the OCA exchanged warm greetings and gifts with Putin in Anchorage after Putin's summit with U.S. President Donald Trump in August. 
Ukrainian-American Orthodox bishops denounced this as a "betrayal of Christian witness." Alexei apologized for causing anyone pain, though not for the meeting itself. His superior said the meeting didn't reflect the OCA's stance.

    
Putin is accused of war crimes by the International Criminal Court.
The Rev. Cyril Hovorun, a Ukraine native and critic of the Russian invasion, said the Alaska controversy and Larin's ouster have common threads.
"It clearly indicates that the Russian Church tries to enhance its ties with the churches that either were connected with Moscow or continue to be connected with Moscow," said Hovorun, a professor at the University College Stockholm.
Hovorun himself was defrocked by Kirill in 2024 and is now a priest under the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople.
Hovorun admires Larin's stance.
"I believe the ROCOR just got rid of the only prophetic voice it had," he said.
A priest's daughter and a YouTube personality
Larin found that voice growing up in Nyack, New York, where her father was a ROCOR priest and her family displayed a portrait of the last czar in the home. She attended public school but spoke Russian at home.
"We kept to our bubble," she said. "We really were encouraged by our parents just to have friendships and go to summer camp with Russian Orthodox friends."
As a teen during the 1980s Cold War thaw, she sent books and letters to believers in Russia and made the first of many visits there, encouraging the revival of Orthodoxy.
She walked away from a full scholarship at a prestigious U.S. college to become a nun, she said. Larin lived in a convent in France until her bishop assigned her to study Orthodox theology in Germany, where she earned a doctorate.
Larin moved to Austria, where she was a professor of liturgical studies at the Catholic Theological Faculty of the University of Vienna. She also served on Russian Orthodox Church commissions.
She now focuses on her media ministry, called " Coffee with Sister Vassa." Her YouTube channel, with about 24,000 subscribers, mostly features short educational videos on Orthodoxy, leavened with light humor.
She has had tensions with the ROCOR bishops before. In 2017, the synod spoke against Larin advising a mother to be relatively tolerant toward her gay son coming out. But the bishops didn't challenge her nun status.
Beginning in 2022, Larin's videos took a more serious tone as she denounced the church leaders who blessed the Russian invasion of Ukraine or kept silent.
She said the backlash began late last year, when she was placed under a new supervisor, Bishop Luke Murianka, based in upstate New York.
He emailed in January, telling her it "is spiritually harmful for you to live in the world and be occupied with your present social activities," according to correspondence she shared publicly. He told her to cease the video work and other "social networking" and to join a convent -- which would have silenced her public voice.
In reply, Larin questioned how he could assess her spiritual condition when they hadn't spoken.
The bishop repeated the order to join a convent. After she didn't, the Synod of Bishops confirmed the bishop's decision to remove her from the monastic state.
The bishops' action is "not a matter of this somehow hurting my feelings," she said. "They do not have the power to redefine good and evil and to call black, white, and white, black."
___
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    A once-fringe Christian leader gets a warm welcome in Trump's Washington




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Douglas Wilson, Senior Minister of Christ Church, Moscow, Idaho, speaks at the National Conservatism Conference, Sept. 4, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)]
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[image: Douglas Wilson, Senior Minister of Christ Church, Moscow, Idaho, speaks at the National Conservatism Conference, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)]
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[image: Pastor Doug Wilson stands for a portrait after Sunday services at the new campus for Christ Church and its Logos School, Sunday, April 6, 2025, in Moscow, Idaho. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Pastor Doug Wilson walks through the church hall after Sunday services at the new campus for Christ Church and its Logos School, Sunday, April 6, 2025, in Moscow, Idaho. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For decades, Doug Wilson was a relatively unknown pastor in Idaho, relegated to the fringe of evangelicalism for his radical teachings. 
Now he's an influential voice in the Christian right. That shift in clout was apparent this past week as he took a victory lap through Washington, sharing a stage with Trump administration officials and preaching at his denomination's new church. 
"This is the first time we've had connections with as many people in national government as we do now," Wilson told The Associated Press in August.
Wilson and his acolytes within the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches still teach that empathy can be a sin, that the U.S. is a Christian nation, that giving women the right to vote was a bad idea. But as evangelicalism has aligned more closely with President Donald Trump's Republican agenda, these teachings have a larger and more receptive audience. 

    
"Whatever he may have been in the past, he's not fringe now," said Brian Kaylor, a Baptist minister and Wilson critic who wrote the forthcoming book "The Bible According to Christian Nationalists." 



    
        




    




Wilson's Christ Church in Moscow, Idaho, opened a church blocks from the U.S. Capitol this summer. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, member of a CREC church in Tennessee, attended the opening.
On Saturday, the fledging congregation gathered for its first church conference. It rented a larger space in Virginia for the weekend to accommodate the 350 people who went to hear Wilson, more than doubling their usual Sunday attendance. 

    
    
    
Wilson said they started the congregation to serve church members who relocated to work in Trump's administration.
"We didn't come to D.C. in order to meet important people," Wilson told the gathering. "We're here because we want to create the opportunity for important people and other people to meet with God."
Making the case for Christian nationalism

    

At the National Conservatism Conference days earlier, Wilson was a featured speaker along with members of Congress and Trump's Cabinet, including border czar Tom Homan, budget director Russell Vought and Republican Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri. Two more CREC ministers were on the program to give an opening prayer and speak on a panel.
From the lectern in his affable baritone, Wilson gave a full-throated endorsement of Christian nationalism.
"America was deeply Christian and Protestant at the founding," he said, while admitting numerous "credentialed" historians dispute this notion, "which should tell you something about our credentialing system." 
He talked to a sympathetic crowd, filled with conservatives who support a populist, nationalist and largely Christian America. Like Wilson, their movement has momentum, thanks to Trump's return to the White House.
Wilson's vision for a renewed Christian America calls for the end of same-sex marriage, abortion and Pride parades. He advocates restricting pornography and immigration. 
"It is not xenophobic to object to the immigration policies of those who want to turn the Michigan-Ohio border into something that resembles the India-Pakistan border," he said onstage. 
He questioned, in particular, Muslims' ability to assimilate: "There's only so much white sand you can put in the sugar bowl before it isn't the sugar bowl anymore."

    
Downplaying the horrors of slavery
Wilson and the CREC, which he co-founded, ascribe to a strict version of Reformed theology -- rooted in the tradition of 16th-century Protestant reformer John Calvin -- that puts a heavy emphasis on an all-powerful God with dominion over all of society.
Since the 1970s, Wilson's ministry and influence have grown to include the Association of Christian Classical Schools and New Saint Andrew's College in Moscow, Idaho. Wilson is a prolific writer and content creator, and he and his ministry have a robust media presence, including a publishing arm, Canon Press. 
His extensive catalog of books and blog posts provides plenty of fodder for his critics. In one infamous example, he co-authored a 1996 book that downplayed the horrors of slavery, an effort not dissimilar from recent Trump administration moves to revise museum exhibits. 

    
Today Wilson says he'd make some points more clearly in "Southern Slavery as It Was." While he condemns slavery, he still contends some slave owners and enslaved people "had a good relationship with one another." 
"There was horrific maltreatment on the one hand, and then there are other stories that are right out of Disney's 'Song of the South,'" Wilson told the AP, referring to the 1946 film that hasn't been released in decades because it paints a sunny picture of plantation life with racist stereotypes.

    
Worries that patriarchy can fuel abuse
Wilson's hard-line theology and happy-warrior ethos have attracted a cadre of young, internet-savvy men to his ministry. They help make slickly produced hype videos to circulate online, like one in which Wilson uses a flamethrower to torch cardboard cutouts of Disney princesses. 
CREC leaders like to use humor to poke fun at their reputation. 
"We want our wives to be barefoot, pregnant, in the kitchen making sourdough," joked Joe Rigney, one of Wilson's Idaho pastors, at the church conference. 
"Of course, this is a gross slander," Rigney said. "We are more than happy for our wives to wear shoes while they make the sourdough." 
CREC practices complementarianism -- the patriarchal idea that men and women have different God-given roles. Women within CREC churches cannot hold church leadership positions, and married women are to submit to their husbands.
Christ Church allows only heads of households, usually men, to vote in church elections. Though Wilson said his wife and daughters vote in nonchurch elections, he would prefer the United States follow his congregation's example with household voting. 
To the uproar of critics, Wilson has argued sex requires male authority and female submission, a point he acknowledges is "offensive to all egalitarians." 
"The sexual act cannot be made into an egalitarian pleasuring party," he writes in "Fidelity." "A man penetrates, conquers, colonizes, plants. A woman receives, surrenders, accepts." 
Former CREC members have accused Wilson and the denomination of fostering a theological environment ripe for patriarchal abuse of women and children.
"I've seen how much this hurts people," said journalist Sarah Stankorb, who documented allegations of mishandled abuse within CREC for Vice and in her 2023 book "Disobedient Women."
In her 2024 memoir "A Well-Trained Wife," Tia Levings, a former CREC member, alleges Wilson's writings on marriage and patriarchy provided a theological justification for her ex-husband's violence toward her. 
"I call it church-sanctioned domestic abuse," Levings told the AP. 
Wilson denies condoning abuse or ever sanctioning physical discipline of wives. 
"Our teaching has to be taken as a whole," he said, emphasizing wives should submit but husbands must love them in a Christ-like way. 
"Beating their wives or spanking their wives is a call-the-cops situation," he told reporters Saturday after his church conference concluded. 
CREC has more than 150 churches in the United States and abroad. Wilson said its goal is to have thousands of churches, so most Americans can be within driving distance of one.
Wilson often says his movement is playing the long game, that its efforts won't come to fruition for two centuries.
"Doug loves to play humble," Levings said, "that his vision is going to take 250 years to manifest. That's actually not the case when we look at the results of what his ministry has done." 
After all, it took him only a few decades to get this close to the White House.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/conservative-christian-right-washington-doug-wilson-8eb7a46747301dd939df18ba64ac5577



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Religion

    Many believe the founders wanted a Christian America. Some want the government to declare one now
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[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump speaks during the Faith & Freedom Coalition Policy Conference in Washington, Saturday, June 24, 2023. Large numbers of Americans believe the founders intended the U.S. to be a Christian nation, and such views are especially strong among Republicans and are being voiced by Trump's supporters. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        The U.S. Constitution doesn't mention Christianity or any specific religion. The Declaration of Independence famously proclaims that people's rights come from a "Creator" and "Nature's God" -- but doesn't specify who that is.
Yet large numbers of Americans believe the founders intended the U.S. to be a Christian nation, and many believe it should be one.
Such views are especially strong among Republicans and their white evangelical base. Already such views are being voiced by supporters of Donald Trump amid his bid to recapture the presidency.
The idea of a Christian America means different things to different people. Pollsters have found a wide circle of Americans who hold general God-and-country sentiments. 
But within that is a smaller, hardcore group who also check other boxes in surveys -- such as that the U.S. Constitution was inspired by God and that the federal government should declare the U.S. a Christian nation, advocate Christian values or stop enforcing the separation of church and state.
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[image: FILE - A statue of Benjamin Franklin is seen at The Franklin Institute, Feb. 10, 2015, in Philadelphia. Franklin, like some other key founders, admired Jesus as a moral teacher but would not pass a test of Christian orthodoxy. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What does it mean to claim the US is a Christian nation, and what does the Constitution say?
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - State Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Franklin, a Republican candidate for governor of Pennsylvania, takes part in a primary night election gathering in Chambersburg, Pa., Tuesday, May 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Christian nationalism on the rise in some GOP campaigns
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: University of Texas at Austin students continue to make use of a space that housed the school's "Multicultural Center" after the name was removed from the wall, Jan. 29, 2024, in Austin, Texas. As Texas public university students returned to the classroom in January, a new law in Texas banning diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives from state funded higher education institutions took effect. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Texas ban on university diversity efforts provides a glimpse of the future across GOP-led states
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    





    
For those embracing that package of beliefs, it's more likely they'll have unfavorable views toward immigrants, dismiss or downplay the impact of anti-Black discrimination and believe Trump was a good or great president, according to a 2021 Pew Research Center survey. 
This latter group reflects a movement widely called Christian nationalism, which fuses American and Christian values, symbols and identity and seeks to privilege Christianity in public life.

    
        
            

                
                    The idea of Christian nationhood fills Americans' need for an origin story, a belief that "we've come here for something special, and that we're here for God's work."


                    
                        Eric McDaniel, an associate professor of government at the University of Texas.

                    
                
            

        

    




    
    
    
It creates a sense of "national innocence," so adherents resist confronting uglier parts of U.S. history, he said.
The belief connects to other beliefs past and present, from the Manifest Destiny doctrine that justified continental conquest to Trump's America First and Make America Great Again slogans, said McDaniel, a co-author of "The Everyday Crusade: Christian Nationalism in American Politics."

    
Trump has echoed some of these ideas, vowing to bar immigrants who "don't like our religion."
Many conservatives and Republicans embrace the idea of Christian national origins, even as many reject the "Christian nationalist" label.
Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson has proclaimed that America is and was founded as a Christian nation and that Thomas Jefferson was "divinely inspired" in his writing of the Declaration of Independence, according to a 2015 sermon that drew wider attention with his recent election as speaker.
WallBuilders, an organization Johnson credits for its "profound influence" on him, has spread materials claiming that "revisionist" historians have downplayed America's Christian origins, but the group has been widely criticized for historically dubious claims.
A lawsuit on its behalf is challenging the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority's refusal to run its bus ads touting the purported beliefs of founders. 
Vocal supporters of Trump have described current politics as spiritual warfare for the destiny of a country that former Trump aide Steve Bannon described as the "New Jerusalem" and conservative activist Charlie Kirk said was founded by "courageous Bible believing Christians."

    
Recent Texas, Oklahoma and Kentucky Republican Party platforms proclaim the country was founded on "Judeo-Christian" principles.
The Rev. Robert Jeffress, pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, said he doesn't identify as a Christian nationalist, but does believe America was founded as a Christian nation.
"I'm not claiming that all of our founders were Christians," he said in an interview. "Some were deists, some were atheists, but the majority were Christians. I'm also not saying that non-Christians shouldn't have the same rights as Christians in our country."
But he said "there's a case to be made that the Judeo-Christian faith was the foundation for our laws and many of our principles." He cited founder John Jay -- the first Supreme Court chief justice -- asserting it was Americans' duty "in our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians for their rulers."
Jeffress said he doesn't believe America is privileged by God but, as with any nation, "God will continue to bless America to the extent that we follow him."

    
Anthea Butler, chair of religious studies at the University of Pennsylvania, said history precludes any idea of a Christian nation.
"It doesn't mean that Christians weren't a part of the founding of this nation," said Butler, a historian of African American and American religion. "What it does mean is that if you believe that America is a Christian nation and you happen to subscribe to Christian nationalism as a part of that, you're buying into a myth."
That America-as-a-Christian-nation idea is "a trope of exclusion," she said, centering American history on white Anglo-Saxon Protestants as "the ones that are willing and should be running the country both then and now."

    
That justifies viewing others as "heathens," including the enslaved Blacks and the Native Americans whose land was being taken.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Former President Donald Trump speaks during the Faith & Freedom Coalition Policy Conference in Washington, Saturday, June 24, 2023. Large numbers of Americans believe the founders intended the U.S. to be a Christian nation, and such views are especially strong among Republicans and are being voiced by Trump's supporters. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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Those arguing for a Christian America are generally not historians and not really talking about history -- they're talking politics, said John Fea, author of the 2011 book "Was America Founded as a Christian Nation?"
"They appeal to a false view of the founding, or at least a partial view of the founding, to advance political agendas of the present," said Fea, a history professor at Messiah University, a Christian university in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. "These agendas are built on a very weak historical foundation."
The belief in America's Christian origins is mainstream.
Six in 10 U.S. adults said the founders intended America to be a Christian nation, according to a 2022 Pew Research Center survey. About 45% said the U.S. should be a Christian nation. Four in five white evangelical Protestants agreed with each assertion.
By some measures, Democratic President Joe Biden might be seen in that category, citing the importance of his Catholic faith and calling for God's blessings on America and its troops -- but also invoking shared values "whether you're Christian, whether you're Jewish, Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, or any other faith, or no faith at all. "
One-third of U.S. adults surveyed in 2023 said God intended America to be a promised land for European Christians to set an example to the world, according to a Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI)/Brookings report.
Such surveys have found a smaller, more ardent group of believers in Christian nationhood. In another survey, PRRI identified about 10% of Americans as the most committed adherents.
The Constitution prohibits any religious test for office, and its First Amendment bars congressional establishment of any religion, along with guaranteeing free exercise of religion.
Defenders of Christian nationhood can point out that several of the 13 original states funded Protestant churches at their origins, though within a few decades all had followed Virginia's example in halting the practice. They can point to Christian rhetoric by some founders, such as John Jay, Patrick Henry and Samuel Adams.
But several key founders would never pass a test of orthodoxy. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and Benjamin Franklin viewed Jesus as a great teacher but not as God.
"Could you find stuff where John Adams talks about religion being the foundation of the republic, like George Washington said in his farewell address?" asked Fea. "Are there states where Christianity was privileged? Yes, you can find all those things. You can also find things to show the Constitution wants to keep religion and government separate."
Some secular activists today advocate for an opposite view -- that U.S. founders sought to banish religion from public life. Fea said that also goes too far: "When you're dealing with the 18th century, nuance and complexity is essential," he said.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    U.S. News

    Activista conservador Charlie Kirk asesinado en una universidad de Utah




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Charlie Kirk, director general y cofundador de la organizacion juvenil conservadora Turning Point USA, habla antes de recibir un disparo durante un evento publico en a la Universidad del Valle de Utah, en Orem, Utah, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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[image: Asistentes reaccionan luego de que Charlie Kirk, director general y cofundador de la organizacion juvenil Turning Point USA, fuese baleado en la Universidad Utah Valley el 10 de septiembre de 2025, en Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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[image: La bandera estadounidense en la Casa Blanca, en Washington, baja a media asta tras la muerte de Charlie Kirk, director general y cofundador de Turning Point USA, tras recibir un disparo en un acto en Orem, Utah, el 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        OREM, Utah, EE.UU. (AP) -- Charlie Kirk, un activista conservador y aliado cercano del presidente estadounidense Donald Trump que desempeno un papel influyente en la movilizacion de jovenes votantes republicanos, fue asesinado de un disparo el miercoles durante un evento universitario en Utah. El gobernado califico el ataque --realizado desde una azotea-- como un "asesinato politico".
"Este es un dia oscuro para nuestro estado. Es un dia tragico para nuestra nacion", dijo el gobernador de Utah, Spencer Cox. "Quiero dejar muy claro que este es un asesinato politico".
A ultima hora del miercoles no habia nadie detenido, aunque las autoridades estaban buscando a una nueva persona de interes, segun un funcionario policial al tanto del asunto que no estaba autorizado a discutir publicamente la situacion y hablo bajo condicion de anonimato. Dos personas fueron detenidas durante el dia, pero no se determino que alguna de ellas estuviera relacionada con el tiroteo, por lo que ambas fueron liberadas, informaron funcionarios de seguridad publica de Utah .

    
Las autoridades no identificaron por el momento un motivo, pero las circunstancias del tiroteo atrajeron de nuevo la atencion sobre una creciente amenaza de violencia politica en Estados Unidos, que en los ultimos anos ha atravesado el espectro ideologico. El asesinato provoco una condena bipartidista, pero parecia dificil llegar a un acuerdo nacional sobre como evitar que los agravios politicos se manifiesten como violencia mortal.



    
        




    




Videos publicados en redes sociales desde la Universidad del Valle de Utah muestran a Kirk hablando en un microfono de mano mientras esta sentado bajo una carpa blanca con los lemas "El Regreso Estadounidense" y "Demuestra que estoy equivocado". Se escucha un solo disparo y se puede ver a Kirk levantando su mano derecha mientras un gran volumen de sangre brota del lado izquierdo de su cuello. Se oye a espectadores atonitos jadear y gritar antes de que la gente comience a correr. The Associated Press pudo confirmar que los videos fueron tomados en el patio del Centro Sorensen en el campus de la Universidad del Valle de Utah.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Kirk estaba hablando en un debate organizado por su organizacion politica sin fines de lucro. Inmediatamente antes del tiroteo, Kirk estaba respondiendo preguntas de un miembro de la audiencia sobre tiroteos masivos y violencia armada.

    
    
    
"?Sabes cuantos estadounidenses transgenero han sido tiradores masivos en los ultimos 10 anos?", pregunto la persona. Kirk respondio: "Demasiados".

    
El interrogador continuo: "?Sabes cuantos tiradores masivos ha habido en Estados Unidos en los ultimos 10 anos?".
"?Contando o no contando la violencia de pandillas?", pregunto Kirk.
Luego se escucho el disparo. El tirador, quien Cox prometio que seria llevado ante la justicia en un estado con pena de muerte, vestia ropa oscura y disparo desde un tejado en el campus a cierta distancia.
Habia unas 3.000 personas en la audiencia, segun un comunicado del Departamento de Seguridad Publica de Utah, que tambien dijo que el departamento de policia de la universidad tenia a seis agentes que trababan en el evento, junto con el equipo de seguridad de Kirk.

    
El deceso fue anunciado en redes sociales por Trump, quien dijo que Kirk, de 31 anos, cofundador y director general de la organizacion juvenil Turning Point USA, era "grande, e incluso legendario". Horas mas tarde publico un video grabado desde la Casa Blanca en el que se refirio a Kirk como un "martir por la verdad y la libertad" y culpo del asesinato a la retorica de la "izquierda radical".
La Universidad del Valle de Utah dijo que el campus fue evacuado de forma inmediata y seguia cerrado. Las clases quedaron canceladas hasta nuevo aviso. A quienes aun estaban en el recinto se les pidio que permanecieran alli hasta que la policia pudiera escoltarlos de manera segura fuera del campus. Agentes armados caminaron por el vecindario que rodea el campus, tocando puertas y pidiendo informacion sobre el tirador.
Se ha visto a agentes mirando una foto en sus celulares y mostrandola a la gente para ver si reconocen a una persona de interes.

    
El evento, anunciado como la primera parada de la "Gira de regreso estadounidense" de Kirk, habia generado una reaccion polarizada en el campus. Una peticion online que pedia a los administradores de la universidad que prohibieran la aparicion de Kirk recibio casi 1.000 firmas. La semana pasada, el centro emitio un comunicado citando los derechos contemplados en la Primera Enmienda constitucional y afirmando su "compromiso con la libertad de expresion, la investigacion intelectual y el dialogo constructivo".
La semana pasada, Kirk publico en X imagenes de recortes de noticias que mostraban que su visita a universidades de Utah estaba generando controversia, acompanado del texto "?Que esta pasando en Utah?".

    
El tiroteo provoco una rapida condena bipartidista, con funcionarios democratas uniendose a Trump --quien ordeno que las banderas ondearan a media asta y emitio una proclamacion presidencial-- y aliados republicanos de Kirk para denunciar la violencia.
"El ataque a Charlie Kirk es repugnante, vil y censurable", escribio en X el gobernador democrata de California, Gavin Newsom, quien en marzo pasado recibio a Kirk en su podcast.
"El asesinato de Charlie Kirk me rompe el corazon. Mis mas profundas condolencias a su esposa, sus dos hijos pequenos y amigos", dijo Gabrielle Giffords, la excongresista democrata herida en un tiroteo en 2011 en su distrito de Arizona.
El tiroteo parecia estar listo para convertirse en parte de un repunte de la violencia politica que ha tocado una variedad de ideologias y representantes de los dos principales partidos. Los ataques incluyen el asesinato de una legisladora estatal de Minnesota y su esposo en su casa en junio, el lanzamiento de bombas incendiarias en un desfile en Colorado para exigir que Hamas libere a los rehenes, y un incendio provocado en la casa del gobernador de Pensilvania, quien es judio, en abril. El mas conocido de estos actos fue el tiroteo a Trump durante un mitin de campana el ano pasado.
El excongresista de Utah, Jason Chaffetz, un republicano que estaba en el evento, dijo en una entrevista en Fox News Channel que escucho un disparo y vio a Kirk retroceder.
"Parecia que fue un disparo cercano", dijo Chaffetz, quien parecia conmocionado mientras hablaba.
Senalo que habia poca presencia policial en el acto y que Kirk tenia algo de seguridad, pero no suficiente.
"Utah es uno de los lugares mas seguros del planeta", dijo. "Y por eso simplemente no tenemos este tipo de cosas".
Turning Point se fundo en los suburbios de Chicago en 2012 por Kirk, que entonces tenia 18 anos, y William Montgomery, un activista del tea party, para hacer campana en los campus universitarios en favor de los impuestos bajos y las limitaciones al gobierno. No tuvo un exito inmediato.
Pero el entusiasmo de Kirk por confrontar a los liberales en el ambito academico llego finalmente a un conjunto influyente de financiadores conservadores.
A pesar de las dudas iniciales, Turning Point respaldo con entusiasmo a Trump cuando se aseguro la nominacion republicana en 2016. Kirk fue asistente personal de Donald Trump Jr., el hijo mayor del presidente, durante la campana electoral a la Casa Blanca.
Pronto, Kirk llego a ser una presencia habitual en la television por cable, donde se adentro en las guerras culturales y elogio al entonces presidente. Trump y su hijo fueron igual de efusivos y a menudo participaban en las conferencias de Turning Point.
___

Richer y Sherman informaron desde Washington. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Nicholas Riccardi en Denver y Michael Biesecker, Brian Slodysko, Lindsay Whitehurst y Michelle L. Price en Washington contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Fue adoptada por un hombre abusivo de EEUU. Decadas despues, el ICE la deporto de vuelta a Brasil




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Maria Pires muestra una foto de si misma a los 11 anos mientras concede una entrevista en el refugio donde se aloja en el este de Brasil, el domingo 15 de junio de 2025, tras ser deportada de Estados Unidos. (AP Foto/Andre Penner)]
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[image: En esta foto cortesia de Maria Pires, Maria Pires posa para una foto con su permiso de trabajo obtenido gracias a las clases de la Division de Servicios de Rehabilitacion de Maryland, cerca de Baltimore, Maryland, el 9 de septiembre de 2024. (Maria Pires via AP)]
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                                        Sonaba a libertad, a un mundo de posibilidades mas alla de los muros del orfanato.
Maria Pires iba a ser adoptada. A los 11 anos, se vio escapar del caos y la violencia del orfanato de Sao Paulo, donde habia sido agredida sexualmente por un miembro del personal. Se vio dejar Brasil por Estados Unidos, y cambiar el abandono por la pertenencia.
Floyd Sykes III, un hombre soltero de unos 40 anos, llego a Sao Paulo para conocerla. Firmo unos documentos y se llevo a a Maria a casa.
Llego a los suburbios de Baltimore en el verano de 1989. Era una nina pequena con el cabello oscuro y alborotado, una sonrisa nerviosa y apenas una decena de palabras en ingles. La extensa urbanizacion parecia idilica, con hileras de modestas casas de ladrillo y un patio donde podia jugar futbol.
Creia que era oficialmente estadounidense.
Pero lo que sucedio en esa casa la atormentaria y marco el inicio de una larga espiral descendiente de violencia, delincuencia y enfermedad mental.

    
"Mi padre --mi padre adoptivo--, se suponia que debia salvarme", dijo Pires. En cambio, la torturo y abuso sexualmente de ella.
Tras casi tres anos de abuso, Sykes fue arrestado. El estado traslado a Pires a un hogar de acogida.



    
        




    




Para entonces, estaba consumida por la ira. En sus peores anos, golpeo a un adolescente en una pista de patinaje y lo dejo en coma. Ataco a un guardia de prision y apunalo a su companera de celda con un cepillo de dientes afilado.

    
    
    
En la carcel descubrio que nadie se habia molestado en completar los tramites de su inmigracion: ni Sykes, ni las agencias de servicios sociales de Maryland.
Ese descuido la dejaria sin pais. Resulto que no era estadounidense, pero habia perdido su ciudadania brasilena cuando fue adoptada por Sykes, quien fallecio hace varios anos. No obstante, los funcionarios de inmigracion, incluidos los del primer gobierno del presidente Donald Trump, le permitieron quedarse en el pais.

    
Tras salir de prision en 2017, Pires se mantuvo alejada de los problemas y busco ayuda para controlar su ira. Comparecia una vez al ano en el Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas de Estados Unidos (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles) y pagaba por un permiso de trabajo anual.
Pero en el segundo gobierno de Trump --con su promesa de deportaciones masivas, una serie de ordenes ejecutivas y una ofensiva contra quienes el presidente considera "los peores de lo peor"-- todo cambio. El enfoque inflexible de Trump en la aplicacion de la ley migratoria ha atrapado a decenas de miles de inmigrantes, incluidos a muchos como Pires --quienes llegaron a Estados Unidos de ninos y conocen poco, o nada, de la vida fuera de ese pais--. Han sido detenidos durante redadas del ICE, en campus universitarios o en otros lugares de sus comunidades, y sus detenciones a menudo provocan las criticas mas fuertes.
En el caso de Pires, fue detenida cuando se presento a una comparecencia de rutina, enviada de una carcel de inmigracion a otra y finalmente deportada a una tierra que apenas recuerda. The Associated Press llevo a cabo entrevistas con Pires y personas que la conocen, y reviso registros judiciales de Maryland, comunicaciones internas del ICE y documentacion de adopcion e inmigracion para contar su historia.

    
Funcionarios de inmigracion estadounidenses dicen que Pires es una peligrosa delincuente en serie que ya no es bienvenida en el pais. Su caso, agregan, es claro y simple.
Pires, ahora de 47 anos, no niega su pasado criminal.
Pero poco en su historia es sencillo.
Un nuevo capitulo de una infancia marcada por el abuso
Pires no tiene recuerdos claros de antes de ingresar al orfanato. Solo sabe que su madre paso un tiempo en una institucion psiquiatrica.
La organizacion que posibilito su adopcion fue investigada posteriormente por las autoridades brasilenas por acusaciones de cobrar tarifas exorbitantes y utilizar videos para promocionar como mercancias a los ninos disponibles, segun un periodico de Sao Paulo. Los directivos de la organizacion negaron cualquier acto indebido.
Pires recuerda a un equipo filmando un anuncio de television. Cree que fue asi como Sykes la encontro.

    
Bajo la custodia de el, el maltrato empeoro con el tiempo. Cuando Sykes iba a trabajar, a veces la dejaba encerrada en una habitacion, encadenada a un radiador con solo un cubo como inodoro. Le daba cerveza y la dominaba cuando ella se resistia a sus agresiones. Empezo a autolesionarse.
Sykes le ordenaba que permaneciera callada, pero ella de todos modos casi no hablaba ingles en ese entonces. En una ocasion, le metio una bateria en la oreja a la fuerza como castigo, lo que le causo una perdida auditiva permanente.
En septiembre de 1992, alguien alerto a las autoridades. Sykes fue arrestado. Funcionarios de bienestar infantil tomaron la custodia de Maria, quien entonces tenia 14 anos.
Lilly Price, portavoz del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos (HHS, por sus siglas en ingles) de Maryland, dijo que la agencia no podia comentar sobre casos especificos debido a las leyes de confidencialidad, pero senalo en un comunicado que los padres adoptivos son los responsables de solicitar la ciudadania estadounidense para los ninos adoptados en otros paises.

    
Los documentos judiciales muestran que Sykes admitio haber agredido sexualmente a Maria en multiples ocasiones, pero afirmo que las agresiones cesaron en junio de 1990.
Posteriormente fue condenado por abuso infantil. Aunque no tenia antecedentes penales previos, los funcionarios judiciales reconocieron un historial de comportamiento similar, como muestran los registros.
Entre credito por tiempo cumplido y una sentencia de prision suspendida, Sykes paso alrededor de dos meses en la carcel.
Su hermana menor, Leslie Parrish, dijo que a menudo se pregunto que habia sido de Maria.
"El le arruino la vida", dijo entre sollozos. "Hay un lugar especial en el infierno para gente asi".
Parrish dijo que queria creer que su hermano habia tenido buenas intenciones: parecia decidido a convertirse en padre, y se unio a un grupo social para padres adoptivos de ninos extranjeros. Parrish incluso lo acompano a Brasil.
Pero en retrospectiva, ahora lo ve de otra manera. Cree que habia motivos siniestros que acechaban "en lo mas profundo de su mente enferma".
En las reuniones familiares, Maria no mostraba signos evidentes de afliccion, aunque la barrera del idioma dificultaba la comunicacion. Otros comportamientos eran justificados como resultado de su infancia problematica en el orfanato, agrego Parrish.
"Pero a puerta cerrada, no se que sucedio".
Anos en prision y una eventual liberacion
La adolescencia de Pires fue dificil. Bebia demasiado y la expulsaron de la escuela por pelear. Escapo de hogares de acogida, incluso de lugares donde le tenian carino y les importaba.
"Si alguna vez hubo una nina a la que le robaron la vida, esa fue Maria", escribio una madre de acogida en documentos judiciales posteriores. "Es una persona hermosa, pero ha tenido una vida muy dificil para alguien tan joven".
Tuvo dificultades para mantenerse a si misma y en ocasiones termino en la indigencia. "Mi trauma era muy grande", dijo. "Estaba sola".
Se volvio iracunda y violenta. Peleaba con cualquiera que la molestara.
A los 18 anos, se declaro culpable de agresion con agravantes por el ataque en la pista de patinaje. Cumplio dos anos de prision, donde finalmente aprendio habilidades basicas de lectura y escritura. Fue entonces cuando las autoridades --y la propia Pires-- descubrieron que no era ciudadana estadounidense.
Sus antecedentes penales significaban que seria extremadamente dificil que obtuviera la ciudadania. De pronto, se enfrento a la deportacion.
Pires dijo que no se dio cuenta de las consecuencias potenciales al aceptar su acuerdo con la fiscalia.
"Si hubiera tenido la menor idea de que podrian deportarme por esto, no lo habria aceptado", escribio, segun los registros judiciales. "Ir a la carcel era una cosa, pero perdere todo si me deportan de vuelta a Brasil".
Un equipo de abogados y defensores voluntarios argumento que ella no debia ser castigada por algo que escapaba a su control.
"Maria no tiene absolutamente a nadie ni nada en Brasil. Estaria completamente perdida alli", escribio un abogado en una carta de 1999 a los funcionarios de inmigracion.
Al final, el sistema judicial estadounidense estuvo de acuerdo: Pires podia permanecer en Estados Unidos si se presentaba anualmente ante el ICE, un proceso bastante comun hasta el segundo mandato de Trump.
"?Como estas de la cabeza?"
Pires no aprovecho de inmediato su segunda oportunidad.
Fue arrestada por distribucion de cocaina en 2004 y por fraude con cheques en 2007. Durante su encarcelamiento, fue acusada de apunalar a su companera de celda en el ojo, quemar a una reclusa con una plancha y arrojar agua caliente a un guardia de prision. Su sentencia fue extendida.
Pires dijo que paso varios anos en regimen de aislamiento, lo que agravo sus problemas de salud mental.
Su liberacion, en 2017, marco un nuevo comienzo. Mediante terapia y otros servicios de apoyo, aprendio a controlar su ira y a mantenerse alejada de los problemas. Dejo de beber. Empezo a laborar jornadas largas en trabajos de construccion. Comparecia cada ano con los agentes de inmigracion.
Pero en 2023 el trabajo se agoto y se atraso con el alquiler. Sintio que su salud mental se deterioraba. Solicito inscribirse en un programa de vivienda transitoria para mujeres en Baltimore.
Pires prospero alli. Sin un diploma de secundaria y con un nivel de lectura de apenas segundo grado, califico para un curso estatal de capacitacion laboral para pulir y restaurar pisos. Las fotos la muestran con una sonrisa amplia en su toga de graduacion azul.
Sus amigos dicen que Pires puede tener una apariencia dura, pero es conocida por pensar primero en los demas. A menudo saluda a la gente con una pregunta alegre: "?Como estas de la cabeza?". Es su forma de reconocer que todos llevan alguna carga.
"Es una persona que simplemente anhela una familia", dijo Britney Jones, excoinquilina de Pires. "Maneja las cosas con mucha compasion y gracia".
Ambas vivian juntas cuando Pires fue al centro de Baltimore el 6 de marzo para su comparecencia migratoria anual. Nunca regreso.
Una ofensiva contra "los peores de lo peor"
Cuando el presidente Donald Trump hizo campana para un segundo mandato, redoblo sus promesas de llevar a cabo deportaciones masivas. A las pocas horas de asumir el cargo, firmo una serie de ordenes ejecutivas dirigidas a quienes el llamo "los peores de lo peor": asesinos, violadores y pandilleros. El objetivo, han dicho las autoridades, es 1 millon de deportaciones al ano.
En marzo, Pires se presento en la oficina de inmigracion con la documentacion que enlistaba todas sus comparecencias de rutina de los ultimos ocho anos. Esta vez, en lugar de recibir otro informe de cumplimiento, fue esposada y detenida de inmediato.
"El gobierno la defraudo", dijo el abogado Jim Merklinger. "Permitio que esto sucediera".
Dado que fue adoptada en el pais cuando era nina, no deberia ser castigada por algo que estuvo fuera de su control desde el principio, agrego.
Su arresto en marzo desencadeno un viaje por el sistema de detencion migratoria de Estados Unidos. De Baltimore fue enviada a Nueva Jersey y despues a Luisiana antes de llegar al Centro de Detencion Eloy, en Arizona.
Intento mantenerse positiva. Aunque la retorica antiinmigrantes de Trump la ponia nerviosa, Pires se recordo a si misma que el sistema le habia concedido indulgencia en el pasado. Les dijo a sus amigos en casa que no se preocuparan.
Prioridad de deportacion
El 2 de junio, en un intercambio de correos electronicos obtenido por la AP, un agente del ICE solicito que se le diera prioridad a Pires para un vuelo de deportacion a Brasil que salia en cuatro dias.
"Me gustaria mantenerla de la manera mas discreta posible", escribio el agente.
El abogado de ella intento detener la deportacion y llamo a politicos de Maryland, funcionarios del ICE y diplomaticos brasilenos.
"Esta es una mujer que siguio todas las reglas", dijo Merklinger. "Esto no deberia estar pasando".
Recibio llamadas aterrorizadas de Pires, quien fue trasladada repentinamente a un centro de detencion cerca de Alexandria, Luisiana --un punto de paso comun para los vuelos de deportacion--.
Finalmente, reporto Pires, la esposaron, le pusieron grilletes, la subieron a un autobus con docenas de otros detenidos, la llevaron al aeropuerto de Alexandria y la subieron a un avion. Habia un grupo grande de brasilenos en el vuelo, lo cual fue un alivio --aunque ella apenas hablaba portugues despues de tantos anos en Estados Unidos--.
"Solo le rezaba a Dios", dijo. "Quizas este sea su plan".
Despues de dos escalas para dejar a otros deportados, llegaron a la ciudad portuaria brasilena de Fortaleza.
Empezar de cero de regreso en Brasil
Las autoridades brasilenas llevaron a Pires a un refugio para mujeres en una ciudad del interior en la parte este del pais.
Ha pasado meses alli en su intento por obtener documentos de identidad brasilenos. Empezo a aprender de nuevo portugues al escuchar conversaciones a su alrededor y ver television.
La mayoria de sus pertenencias estan en un almacen de Baltimore, incluidos equipo de DJ y un tripode que usaba para grabar videos --dos de sus pasiones--.
En Brasil no tiene casi nada. Depende del refugio para tener articulos de primera necesidad como jabon y dentrifico. Pero mantiene un cierto grado de esperanza.
"He sobrevivido todos estos anos", dijo Pires. "Puedo sobrevivir de nuevo".
No puede dejar de pensar en su familia biologica. Hace anos, se tatuo el segundo nombre de su madre. Ahora, mas que nunca, quiere saber cuales son sus origenes. "Todavia tengo ese vacio en el corazon", expreso.
Mas que nada, espera regresar a Estados Unidos. Su abogado presento recientemente una solicitud de naturalizacion. Pero las autoridades federales dicen que eso no va a suceder.
"Era una prioridad para las autoridades debido a sus antecedentes penales en serie", dijo Tricia McLaughlin, subsecretaria del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional, en un correo electronico. "Los delincuentes no son bienvenidos en Estados Unidos".

Cada manana, Pires se despierta y sigue con su intento por construir una nueva vida. Ha solicitado un permiso de trabajo brasileno, pero conseguir empleo probablemente le resultara dificil hasta que su portugues mejore. Ha buscado clases de idiomas y usa su vocabulario limitado para comunicarse con otras residentes del refugio.
En sus momentos de optimismo, se imagina trabajar como traductora, ganar un salario decente y alquilar un apartamento bonito.
Se pregunta si el plan de Dios se le aclarara alguna vez.
___
Mauricio Savarese contribuyo desde Sao Paulo, Brasil.
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                    U.S. News

    Ataque de Trump a presunto barco de drogas venezolano genera dudas sobre su uso del poder militar




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente Donald Trump habla con reporteros antes de cenar en un restaurante cerca de la Casa Blanda, el martes 9 de septiembre de 2025, en Washington. (AP Foto/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Una semana despues de la eleccion de Donald Trump como presidente de Estados Unidos, el senador Lindsey Graham le aconsejo que enviara rapidamente un mensaje a los carteles de la droga desde la Casa Blanca.
"Destruye algo", le dijo Graham a Trump.
El audaz ataque militar realizado este mes contra una lancha rapida presuntamente utilizada para el trafico drogas y en la que viajaban 11 personas desde Venezuela es justo lo que el senador de Carolina del Sur tenia en mente. Pero el hecho ha creado nuevas divisiones en el Partido Republicano sobre la promesa de campana de Trump de mantener a Estados Unidos alejado de conflictos extranjeros y la realidad de un comandante en jefe cuya agenda de Estados Unidos Primero persigue una postura militar mas dura.
Tambien plantea preguntas contundentes sobre hasta que punto Trump pretende ejercer su poder presidencial sobre el ejercito estadounidense sin un solido control del poder ejecutivo por parte del Congreso.

    
Trump arrojo bombas de 13.600 kilogramos (30.000 libras) contra sitios nucleares de Iran sin recibir ninguna nueva autorizacion del Capitolio. Desplego al ejercito en Los Angeles a pesar de las objeciones del gobernador democrata de California y tambien quiere a la Guardia Nacional en otras ciudades. Los aliados de Trump presionaron a los senadores para confirmar a Pete Hegseth como secretario de defensa, a pesar de las objeciones a su conducta anterior y el escepticismo sobre la "cultura guerrera" en el Pentagono. Y la semana pasada Trump rebautizo el Departamento de Defensa como el Departamento de Guerra.



    
        




    




"No me importa si es un presidente republicano o democrata", dijo el senador republicano de Kentucky Rand Paul, que alguna vez fue rival de Trump por la Casa Blanca. "No podemos simplemente matar gente sin tener algun tipo de proceso".
"?Vamos a volar barcos? Eso no es lo que somos", dijo Paul.

    
"Matar a miembros de los carteles"
El gobierno de Trump, y el propio presidente, han dicho que el letal ataque a la embarcacion venezolana tenia la intencion de dejar claro que Estados Unidos no toleraria el envio de drogas a este pais. Senalaron que los muertos en el barco destruido en el Caribe eran miembros de la banda Tren de Aragua, que opera desde Venezuela, aunque los detalles han sido escasos.
"Matar a miembros de los carteles que envenenan a nuestros conciudadanos es el uso mas alto y mejor de nuestro ejercito", publico el vicepresidente JD Vance en las redes sociales.
Cuando un prominente comentarista sugirio que matar civiles sin el debido proceso seria un crimen de guerra, Vance respondio que no le importaba "como lo llames".
Paul, el senador, respondio a Vance con sus propias preguntas.
"?Alguna vez leyo el libro Matar a un ruisenor?" escribio Paul. "?Alguna vez se pregunto que podria pasar si los acusados fueran ejecutados inmediatamente sin juicio o representacion?
"Que sentimiento tan despreciable e irreflexivo es glorificar el hecho de matar a alguien sin un juicio".
Una sesion informativa bipartidista sobre el tema para el personal de seguridad nacional del Senado fue cancelada abruptamente la semana pasada. Y la sesion reprogramada del martes dejo muchas preguntas sin respuesta.

    
"Existe una manera legal de hacerlo"
El gobierno de Trump no explico su autoridad para el ataque ni proporciono una opinion legal, segun una persona familiarizada con la sesion informativa que insistio en el anonimato porque se realizo a puerta cerrada.
"?Donde esta la legalidad?" dijo el senador Mark Kelly, ex piloto de combate de la Marina y astronauta.
"Entiendo la necesidad de impedir que los narcotraficantes ingresen drogas a Estados Unidos", dijo. "Existe una manera legal de hacerlo".
Pero Kelly dijo que le preocupan los militares involucrados en la mision. "?En que situacion los pusimos nosotros, los puso la Casa Blanca, justo ahora?" dijo. "No se si esto fue legal o no".
Lo que dijo Venezuela
Despues de que Trump anunciara el ataque, la television estatal venezolana mostro al presidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro y a la primera dama Cilia Flores caminando por las calles de su barrio de infancia. Un presentador de television dijo que Maduro estaba banandose en amor patriotico mientras interactuaba con simpatizantes.
Maduro no abordo el ataque directamente, pero acuso a Estados Unidos de venir "por las riquezas de Venezuela", entre ellas, las mayores reservas probadas de petroleo del mundo.

    
La vision de seguridad nacional de Trump y el poder para implementarla
Los republicanos han cambiado constantemente sus prioridades de seguridad nacional desde que el primer mandato de Trump alejo al Partido Republicano de su postura tradicional como un partido enfocado en la fuerza para confrontar a sus adversarios y asistir a sus aliados en el extranjero.
El enfoque de Estados Unidos Primero de Trump inicialmente puso en marcha una nueva era de neoaislacionismo estadounidense mas alineada con Paul, de inclinacion libertaria, que con los halcones de defensa tradicionales como Graham.
Pero en su segundo mandato, Trump pone a prueba no su vision de seguridad nacional sino su poder para implementarla.
El senador de Idaho Jim Risch, presidente republicano del Comite de Relaciones Exteriores del Senado, dijo que esta "extremadamente seguro" de que el objetivo del bombardeo del barco era "un grupo de narcoterroristas".
"No puedo decirte cuantas vidas salvo el presidente de Estados Unidos cuando apreto el gatillo", dijo Risch el martes. "Se hundieron toneladas de drogas que habrian terminado aqui en Estados Unidos".
Senalando hacia el edificio de la Corte Suprema frente al Capitolio, el senador republicano de Missouri Josh Hawley dijo que, en su opinion, las acciones del presidente entran en la autoridad que le confiere el Articulo II, ya que el gobierno dijo que las drogas se dirigian a Estados Unidos.
"Intuyo que esta dentro de los poderes del presidente como comandante en jefe", dijo Hawley.
Sesion informativa para legisladores
Pero el senador Jack Reed de Rhode Island, el principal democrata del Comite de Servicios Armados del Senado, pidio que los legisladores reciban una sesion informativa completa por parte del gobierno de Trump, en la que se incluya la justificacion legal para el ataque militar.
Si el presidente excedio su autoridad, entonces el Senado debe considerar todos los recursos disponibles, incluida la limitacion del uso de fondos para operaciones militares no autorizadas adicionales, afirmo. "No podemos arriesgar la vida de los militares estadounidenses basandonos en ordenes secretas y teorias legales dudosas".
Graham, un ex oficial del cuerpo de abogados generales de la Marina, recordo su consejo mientras Trump se preparaba para regresar a la Casa Blanca.

"No me importa si es un laboratorio, no me importa si esta en Mexico, no me importa donde este", recordo Graham. "Dije, 'Busca un objetivo que cambie el juego'".
Cuando se le pregunto si el ataque al barco venezolano era ese objetivo, Graham dijo: "Funciona para mi".
___
Los periodistas de The Associated Press Joey Cappelletti, Mary Clare Jalonick y Kevin Freking contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Fuerte explosion de un camion con gas en Ciudad de Mexico deja, al menos, 3 muertos y 70 heridos




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un vehiculo se incendia cerca del sitio donde un camion de gas exploto en Ciudad de Mexico el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Tristan Velazquez)]
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[image: Un bombero busca extinguir el fuego provocado tras la explosion de un camion de gas en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Tristan Velazquez)]
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[image: Bomberos rocian un vehiculo quemado despues de la explosion de un camion de gas en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Bomberos rocian liquido a un camion de gas que exploto en Ciudad de Mexico el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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            Bomberos rocian liquido a un camion de gas que exploto en Ciudad de Mexico el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Un camion danado en el lugar de la explosion de un camion cisterna de gas en la Ciudad de Mexico, miercoles, 10 de septiembre de 2025 (AP Foto/Fernando Llano).]
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            Un camion danado en el lugar de la explosion de un camion cisterna de gas en la Ciudad de Mexico, miercoles, 10 de septiembre de 2025 (AP Foto/Fernando Llano).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Una gorra quemada yace en el pasto despues de la explosion de un camion de gas en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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            Una gorra quemada yace en el pasto despues de la explosion de un camion de gas en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)
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                                        CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- La explosion de un camion cisterna cargado de gas ocurrida el miercoles en una concurrida autopista de la Ciudad de Mexico provoco un incendio que ha dejado, al menos, tres muertos y 70 heridos, entre ellos ninos y ancianos, segun el mas reciente balance de la alcadesa de la capital, Clara Brugada.
La zona, en el barrio mas poblado de Ciudad de Mexico, Iztapalapa, quedo tapizada de ropa chamuscada, rastros de piel, hollin hasta en el techo de los puentes elevados, y coches y farolas calcinados.
Brugada indico que los heridos tenian quemaduras de segundo y tercer grado. En un primer momento, las autoridades reportaron 19 personas en estado grave que fueron trasladadas a diferentes hospitales. Dos personas estan sin identificar todavia. Entre los heridos graves esta el conductor del camion.
La alcaldesa elevo el numero de vehiculos siniestrados a 28 e indico que el incidente se debio a la volcadura del camion con 49.500 litros de gas licuado en su cisterna por motivos que ya estan bajo investigacion de la fiscalia capitalina. 

    
Segun confirmo poco despues la Agencia de Seguridad, Energia y Ambiente, un organo del gobierno federal, la empresa propietaria del camion presentaba varias irregularidades y seguros no vigentes.



    
        




    




Videos divulgados en redes sociales captaron el momento de la explosion y muestran como, tras el vuelco, comenzo a expandirse una espesa nube de gas debajo del Puente de la Concordia, la principal salida de la capital hacia el este que estaba repleta de vehiculos. 

    
    
    
El incendio fue inmediato. Algunas personas, con la ropa hecha jirones y sus cuerpos parcialmente quemados, caminaban o corrian para escapar del fuego. Otras, segun dijeron las autoridades, salieron de los vehiculos como pudieron y con sus cuerpos en llamas. 
Varios arboles y autos quedaron completamente calcinados en la via, mientras funcionarios inspeccionaban los vehiculos uno a uno para corroborar que ninguna persona habia quedado atrapada.

    
Poco despues de la explosion, Cesar Cravioto, secretario del gobierno de la ciudad, dijo que el incendio ya estaba controlado gracias a la labor de los bomberos. Los videos tambien mostraban a vecinos que colaboraron en la extincion de las ultimas llamas en algunos coches lanzando cubos de agua. 
La alcaldesa dijo que tanto la Marina como los servicios de emergencia de la capital y de municipios aledanos colaboraron en las labores de emergencia.
El camion cisterna volcado era de la empresa energetica Silza, de Grupo Tomza, confirmo Brugada. 
Segun el comunicado de la Agencia de Seguridad, Energia y Ambiente, la compania tenia permiso para el transporte de gas pero no habia aportado polizas actualizadas de su seguro por responsabilidad civil y dano ambiental, las cuales son necesarias para su actividad. 
Ademas, la planta del Grupo Tomza --donde el camion cargo su cisterna-- tampoco tenia poliza de seguro vigente "para la actividad de almacenamiento de gas licuado de petroleo mediante planta de suministro" porque su solicitud de 2025 "fue desechada", indico la agencia.

    
El logotipo de la compania era legible en un costado del camion, pero en una llamada con Associated Press, un funcionario de la empresa que no quiso identificarse nego que el vehiculo fuera suyo y dijo que solo operan en el norte de Mexico. La empresa no respondio hasta el momento a un correo electronico en el que se le solicitaban mas detalles.
La presidenta Claudia Sheinbaum, en un mensaje en X en el que expresaba sus condolencias por lo ocurrido, dijo que las autoridades federales de proteccion civil y de salud, asi como la Guardia Nacional y el Ejercito estaban colaborando con el gobierno de la ciudad.

En la capital mexicana se registro un incidente similar en enero de 2015, cuando un camion de gas estallo en las cercanias del hospital materno infantil en Cuajimalpa, al oeste de la ciudad, que dejo cinco muertos y mas de 70 heridos.
La circulacion en la zona afectada, que conecta Ciudad de Mexico con la ciudad de Puebla, quedo temporalmente cortada.
____
Las periodistas de AP Fabiola Sanchez y Megan Janetsky colaboraron para este despacho.
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    EEUU: El hombre que apunalo a la ucraniana Zarutska tenia antecedentes violentos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Esta foto proporcionada por la policia del condado Mecklenburg, Carolina del Norte, el martes 9 de septiembre de 2025, muestra a Decarlos Brown Jr., quien esta acusado de apunalar fatalmente a una refugiada ucraniana. (Foto, policia de Mecklenburg via AP)]
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                                        Despues de que Decarlos Brown Jr. fue arrestado por el apunalamiento fatal de una refugiada ucraniana a bordo de un tren de cercanias en Carolina del Norte, fue rapidamente enviado a un hospital mental estatal para una evaluacion. Fue un marcado contraste con un arresto por un delito menor en enero, donde tomo mas de seis meses para que un tribunal ordenara una evaluacion mental despues de que Brown les dijera a los oficiales que le habian dado una sustancia artificial que controlaba cuando comia, hablaba o caminaba.
El Departamento de Justicia acuso el martes a Brown, de 34 anos, de causar la muerte en un sistema de transporte publico el mes pasado cuando presuntamente mato a Iryna Zarutska, de 23 anos, en lo que se ha convertido en el punto de conflicto mas reciente para los esfuerzos de la Casa Blanca por pintar a las ciudades lideradas por democratas como refugios para criminales violentos.

    
El arresto de enero fue solo una de las oportunidades perdidas en el historial criminal de Brown, segun expertos. Paso por el sistema de justicia penal durante mas de una decada, segun los registros judiciales.



    
        




    




"Creo que hay multiples oportunidades fallidas aqui, en el ambito de la salud mental y en el ambito de la justicia penal", explico Kenneth Corey, exjefe del departamento de la Policia de la Ciudad de Nueva York que ahora ensena en la Academia de Liderazgo Policial del Laboratorio de Crimen de la Universidad de Chicago.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Los registros judiciales tambien muestran que Brown fue acusado en 2014 de ser un delincuente en posesion de un arma de fuego, lo cual a veces es utilizado por los fiscales federales para llevar casos al sistema federal donde a menudo hay penas mas severas. Los fiscales federales no tomaron el caso en ese momento, y el cargo estatal fue retirado a cambio de una declaracion de culpabilidad por un cargo de robo con uso de un arma mortal, segun muestran los registros judiciales de Carolina del Norte.

    
    
    
El procesamiento del Departamento de Justicia el martes fue el primer cargo de Brown en un tribunal federal, segun una busqueda en los registros federales.

    
Brown tambien esta ahora acusado de asesinato premeditado en un tribunal estatal, donde los registros muestran que fue enviado una semana despues de su arresto a un hospital mental estatal para una evaluacion que determine su capacidad para proceder con el juicio. Tanto el cargo federal como el estatal podrian conllevar la pena de muerte.
Las llamadas a la defensoria del condado Mecklenburg no fueron respondidas el miercoles.
Un video publicado el viernes muestra a Zarutska entrando en un tren ligero el 22 de agosto y tomando asiento frente a Brown. Minutos despues, sin ninguna interaccion aparente, el saca una navaja, se levanta y la corta en el cuello, dijeron los investigadores.
Corey comento que muchas fiscalias federales dicen a la policia y a los funcionarios locales que carecen de recursos financieros para juzgar mas casos de delincuentes en posesion de un arma de fuego. Pero el cree que podria usarse mejor como una herramienta para ayudar a sacar de las calles a un pequeno porcentaje de personas responsables de delitos violentos repetidos.

    
"El cargo federal conlleva hasta diez anos de prision. Y no estamos hablando de usar esto para alguien donde han pasado 30 o 40 anos desde que fue arrestado por ultima vez. Estamos hablando de alguien que esta repetidamente involucrado en actividades criminales violentas", expreso Corey.
"Procesan algunos de estos casos, pero es un porcentaje ridiculamente pequeno. Terminan tomando solo a los peores de los peores porque no tienen los recursos. Y para ser claros, a pesar de multiples arrestos previos, no estoy seguro de que el caso de este hombre haya alcanzado ni de cerca ese umbral".

La administracion Trump dice que los democratas son los causantes del crimen y la violencia fuera de control en las ciudades donde gobiernan. La Casa Blanca ha destacado el caso de Brown y Trump ha mencionado repetidamente el asesinato, diciendo en una publicacion en redes sociales: "Criminales como este necesitan ser ENCARCELADOS".
_____
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Investigan explosion de camion de gas en la Ciudad de Mexico. Gobierno fortalecera seguridad




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un bombero rocia con una manguera tras la explosion de un camion cisterna de gas en Ciudad de Mexico, el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Fernando Llano)]
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[image: Un vehiculo se incendia cerca del sitio donde un camion de gas exploto en Ciudad de Mexico el miercoles 10 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Tristan Velazquez)]
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                                        CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- Los investigadores mexicanos trabajaban para determinar la causa de un accidente en el que un camion cisterna que transportaba mas de 49.500 litros de gas exploto en una carretera principal de la capital matando al menos ocho personas y lesionando a otras 94.
Tras el mortal accidente, la presidenta Claudia Sheinbaum anuncio el jueves que se "fortaleceran" las medidas de seguridad para garantizar el transporte de combustibles y dijo que la Secretaria de Energia esta trabajando en el diseno de las nuevas medidas, pero no ofrecio detalles.
El siniestro del miercoles, que quemo mas de dos docenas de vehiculos, creo una escena espeluznante de sobrevivientes con graves quemaduras tambaleandose en la calle con ropa hecha jirones mientras los socorristas se apresuraban al lugar. Los heridos sufrieron quemaduras de segundo y tercer grado.

    
La tragedia atrajo nuevamente la atencion sobre los miles de camiones que recorren Mexico diariamente transportando gas licuado de petroleo, del que dependen la mayoria de los hogares y negocios para cocinar y calentar agua. 
Los reguladores dijeron que una revision preliminar revelo que el camion no tenia un seguro actualizado que le permitiera transportar gas, pero la Transportadora Silza informo en un comunicado, que difundio en su cuenta de X, que tiene tres polizas de seguro vigentes para atender los danos y las victimas y que activo los protocolos para apoyar a las familias afectadas.



    
        




    




Aunque el accidente involucro a un gran camion cisterna, en lugar de los mas pequenos que realizan entregas residenciales, ambos han estado involucrados en accidentes mortales en la ultima decada.

    
    
    
En 2020 un doble remolque que transportaba gas licuado de petroleo volco en una carretera en el estado occidental de Nayarit y mato a 13 personas cuando el fuego se extendio a otros vehiculos.
En 2015 una fuga en un camion de propano mas pequeno que realizaba una entrega en un hospital de maternidad de la Ciudad de Mexico permitio que el gas se filtrara en el edificio y provoco una explosion que mato a cinco personas e hirio a decenas.

    
La alcaldesa de la Ciudad de Mexico, Clara Brugada, informo el jueves que la cifra de fallecidos por la explosion se elevo a ocho y que aun permanecen hospitalizadas 67 personas, de las cuales 19 se encuentran en estado critico. 
Las listas de heridos mostraron que algunos sufrieron quemaduras en el 100% de sus cuerpos. Entre los heridos habia un bebe y un nino de dos anos. Numerosas personas se trasladaron el jueves a uno de los hospitales capitalinos donde estaban los heridos para repartir alimentos entre los familiares.
La vispera mientras los vehiculos de emergencia pasaban a toda velocidad y los medicos atendian a los heridos, grupos de vecinos corrian para ayudar a sacar a las victimas del fuego y ponerlas a salvo.
El accidente ocurrio en la carretera que conecta la Ciudad de Mexico con Puebla, a la altura del municipio mas poblado de la capital, Iztapalapa.
El camion de gas volcado tenia el logotipo de la empresa energetica Silza en un costado, pero en una llamada con The Associated Press un funcionario de la compania que no quiso ser identificado nego que fuera su vehiculo. La empresa no respondio de inmediato un correo electronico solicitando comentarios o mas detalles.

    
Mas tarde el miercoles la agencia federal encargada de regular la seguridad industrial en el sector de hidrocarburos dijo en un comunicado que Silza no tenia la documentacion de seguro actualizada requerida para transportar gas.
Durante su conferencia de prensa diaria Sheinbaum expreso el jueves su solidaridad con los familiares de los fallecidos e indico que las autoridades de salud, el Ejercito, la Marina y Proteccion Civil estan apoyando en el caso.
La Fiscalia de la Ciudad de Mexico dijo en un comunicado que investiga el accidente del camion de gas que, segun los primeros reportes, volco ocasionando posteriormente una explosion cuya onda expansiva dano a 32 vehiculos.

Asimismo, la fiscalia informo que trabaja con la Agencia Nacional de Seguridad Industrial y de Proteccion del Medio Ambiente del Sector Hidrocarburos a fin de determinar si la empresa propietaria del camion cumplia con la regulacion correspondiente.
___
Las periodistas de AP Fabiola Sanchez y Maria Verza contribuyeron a este despacho.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mexico-explosion-camion-gas-2a634e96818f551161f13a3e1279b244
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