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        Thai rice prices hit 3-week high on strong baht; Vietnam rates fall on weak demand
        Thai rice export prices rose to a three-week high this week, supported by the baht's appreciation, while thin demand pushed Vietnamese offers lower.

      

      
        Nepal's young protesters find an unlikely partner: the army
        KATHMANDU --- When protesters in Nepal torched parliament, the Supreme Court and the homes of five former prime ministers on Tuesday, no one seemed to be in charge of a country in anarchy. Then, that night, Gen Ashok Raj Sigdel, the chief of the Nepali army, appeared in a short video, urging calm in the streets.

      

      
        Prototype vehicle to boost landmine clearing unveiled
        A prototype vehicle designed for mine clearance in highly complex terrain has been unveiled by the Thai government's National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA).

      

      
        Imprisoned Thaksin in Covid quarantine
        Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, currently serving a one-year sentence at Klongprem Central Prison, is now under a five-day coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) quarantine as officials determine his placement and responsibilities.

      

      
        Poland calls emergency UN meeting over drone raid blamed on Russia
        WARSAW --- Poland said Thursday it had called an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to discuss violations of its airspace, a day after it accused Russia of carrying out a drone raid on its territory.

      

      
        Chinese ringleader, ex-Thai wife arrested in multi-million baht scam bust
        A Chinese ringleader of a scam network, his former Thai wife and 13 associates were arrested, with assets worth over 21 million baht seized during police raids across four provinces on Wednesday.

      

      
        Thailand seeks to use Hong Kong's financial status to secure smart city funding
        Thailand aims to use Hong Kong's status as a global financial centre to raise funds for a new smart city in its flagship economic development zone, according to the head of the megaproject's public agency.

      

      
        Bangkok office occupancy dips below 80% amid glut
        Occupancy in Bangkok's office market fell below 80% for the first time since 2004 as an influx of new Grade A supply drew tenants from older towers, forcing landlords to cut rents, renovate or repurpose, according to the property consultancy CBRE Thailand.

      

      
        British envoy to US sacked over Epstein links
        LONDON - Peter Mandelson, Britain's smooth-talking ambassador to the United States, was sacked on Thursday after his long-term association with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein became a further distraction for under-pressure Prime Minister Keir Starmer.

      

      
        Vietnam's credit splurge risks fuelling asset bubbles, government warned
        HANOI - Vietnam's breakneck credit expansion may fuel asset price bubbles, prominent academics of the Southeast Asian nation warned its lawmakers last week, documents showed.
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                  Thai rice prices hit 3-week high on strong baht; Vietnam rates fall on weak demand                

                Thai rates up on baht appreciation, as India's rates steady at $367-$371 per tonne
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                                Thai rice export prices rose to a three-week high this week, supported by the baht's appreciation, while thin demand pushed Vietnamese offers lower.
Thailand's 5% broken rice <RI-THBKN5-P1> was quoted at US$355-$365 per tonne, the highest since Aug 21, compared with $355 per tonne last week, traders said, citing the stronger baht

Domestic prices were unchanged despite the firmer currency, a Bangkok-based trader said, adding that "demand is slow, while supply is coming out in all varieties."

Additional trade purchases ahead of pre-Christmas shipments were the only notable support, another trader said.

Myanmar prices are lower than that of Thailand, the trader said, adding that India, the world's top rice exporter has extended the duration for offloading supply.

Vietnam's 5% broken rice <RI-VNBKN5-P1> was offered at $450-$455 per metric tonne on Thursday, down from $455-$460 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"We are feeling the impacts of the Philippines' move to suspend rice imports for 60 days starting Sept 1," a Ho Chi Minh City-based trader said.

Exporters have slowed purchases of paddies from farmers on weaker external demand, traders said.

Vietnam exported 883,000 metric tonnes of rice in August, up 5.1% from a year earlier, government data showed on Saturday.

India's 5% broken parboiled variety <RI-INBKN5-P1> was quoted this week at $367-$371 per tonne, unchanged from the last week. Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $361 to $366 per tonne this week.

Demand has been improving as Indian prices are trading at a discount to supplies from other Asian countries, said a New Delhi-based dealer with a trade house.

Bangladesh procured a record volume of food grains under the summer rice procurement program 2025.

Despite bumper harvests, steady imports and strong reserves, domestic rice prices have continued to rise, with consumers paying five to 17 taka more per kilogramme than a year ago.

On Wednesday, the Thai Rice Exporters Association called on the government and the Bank of Thailand (BoT) to issue immediate and practical measures to stabilise the baht, seeking to protect the competitiveness of Thai rice and farmers' income.
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                  Nepal's young protesters find an unlikely partner: the army                

                Power vacuum likely to be filled by youth-military pact
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Burnt vehicles outside the fire-damaged entrance to the offices of Kantipur Media in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. (Photo: New York Times)]
                                              
                          Burnt vehicles outside the fire-damaged entrance to the offices of Kantipur Media in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. (Photo: New York Times)                        

                                          

                  

                                KATHMANDU -- When protesters in Nepal torched parliament, the Supreme Court and the homes of five former prime ministers on Tuesday, no one seemed to be in charge of a country in anarchy. Then, that night, Gen Ashok Raj Sigdel, the chief of the Nepali army, appeared in a short video, urging calm in the streets.
His soldiers took control at 10pm, and violent protests in the capital, Kathmandu, had begun to fizzle. That same night, army officers were sitting down with the young and little-known leaders of the self-declared Gen Z protest movement to hash out a plan for peace.

The Nepali army was the only institution left standing to negotiate with the people behind the uprising. That has put the army, an internationally famous fighting force, in an unfamiliar position. It has never held power on its own and commands respect within the country, but now it is caught in a difficult transition for Nepal.

Harka Sampang, a social activist who serves as mayor to a small city in the east, said he "had come to Kathmandu to talk to the army chief." He implied that there was not much choice, "after thousands of people requested it." Eventually the protest leaders told the general that they wanted Sushila Karki, a former chief justice, as the leader of an interim government.

[image: Nepali army personnel check civilians' credentials in Kathmandu after days of riots and political upheaval, on Thursday. (Photo: New York Times)]
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Whatever comes next, the power vacuum will likely be filled by an agreement between the angry and inchoate youth movement on one side and the military leadership on the other.

Nepal's existing power structures went up in smoke during two days of violence, with the country's prime minister fleeing and other top officials resigning. The nation's president was nowhere to be seen. A similar compromise was forged in Bangladesh just over a year ago when a student-led protest movement and the army chose an interim government led by Nobel Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus.

"The army will definitely create a secure environment until the election is held," said Maj Gen Binoj Basnyat, who retired from the Nepali army in 2016. When he began his service, it was called the Royal Nepalese Army, and Basnyat shares his pride in the army with most Nepalis, 91% of whom trust it more than any other institution in Nepal, according to a poll conducted by the Asia Foundation in 2022.

The people can trust the army, Basnyat believes, because its leadership is committed to remaining under the civil authorities, he said. It was armed police who fired on Gen Z protesters on Monday, he said, not the Nepali army. At least 19 people were killed that day.

The army's deference to civilians this week is remarkable because, as a royal army, Nepal's used to answer only to the king, even after Nepal became a multiparty democracy in 1990. During the country's brutal civil war, fought between the state and Maoist rebels from 1996 to 2006, the soldiers were loyal to the crown in Kathmandu and not their fellow subjects.

Almost 500 years old, the Nepali army flies a battle flag featuring the drums and trident of Shiva, the Hindu god. Nepal's soldiers had earned such a reputation for courage by the end of the 18th century that British colonial rulers recruited them as a whole unit, called the Gurkhas, into their own armies.

To this day, the United Kingdom (UK) and India maintain esteemed Gurkha units manned by native-born Nepalis. The famous Indian Gen Sam Manekshaw is often quoted as saying: "If a man says he is not afraid of dying, he is either lying or he is a Gurkha."

In modern times, Nepal's soldiers have become indispensable members of United Nations (UN) peacekeeping missions in Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere.

Nepal's army doubled in size during its civil war, said Ashok K Mehta, a retired Indian general who worked extensively with the Nepali military. Its wartime upgrades, he thinks, won the peace, by forcing the Maoists to the negotiating table in 2005.

But the Nepali army's transformation is still in progress, Mehta said. Its feudal history has not equipped it to be a natural defender of democracy.

[image: People clean a street next to graffiti that reads "dead government", during a curfew following Monday's killing of 19 people after anti-corruption protests that were triggered by a social media ban, which was later lifted, in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)]
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The tumult of the past few days, when Nepal's civil authorities evaporated, has forced the army into a role it was never meant to fill, according to Mehta. He said the army chief, Sigdel, faces "a very grim" situation: For the first time in the nation's history, the military is "occupying the pinnacle" of political power.

Mehta does not see the Nepali army as being power hungry, so much as uncertain. Its great mistake, he said, was failing to act sooner on Tuesday, when it could have spared lives and billions of US dollars worth of destruction by taking the reins faster.

Sigdel himself is something of an unknown. Mehta, who knows him, said he "doesn't enjoy personality and charisma. He's not a very effective communicator."

Such qualities mattered little during most of the Nepali army's long history. But faced with a bunch of empowered young protesters, Nepal's generals may find themselves in need of some new tricks.

[image: Army officers take position following Monday's deadly anti-corruption protests triggered by a social media ban, which was later lifted, in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Army officers take position following Monday's deadly anti-corruption protests triggered by a social media ban, which was later lifted, in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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                                A prototype vehicle designed for mine clearance in highly complex terrain has been unveiled by the Thai government's National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA).
Members of Class 67 of the National Defence College of Thailand (NDC) on Thursday handed over the modified excavator to Lt Gen Sirapop Supawanich, chief of the Royal Thai Army's Engineer Department. The machine, developed to neutralise PMN-2 anti-personnel mines, will enhance national defence operations in high-risk border areas.

Maj Gen Sadet Akachak, president of NDC Class 67, said Thai soldiers patrolling the Thai-Cambodian border have long faced serious risks from PMN-2 landmines, which have caused severe injuries, including limb loss. To address this danger, NDC members worked with the army's Engineer Department and NSTDA experts to design a vehicle capable of safe and effective mine disposal in difficult terrain.

Prof Sukit Limpijumnong, NSTDA director and a member of NDC Class 67, said the prototype was created by the NSTDA's National Metal and Materials Technology Centre (MTEC).

The team adapted a 3.5-tonne compact excavator, equipping it with improved manoeuvrability, reinforced armour for operator safety and specialised mine-destroying attachments.

The engineering process was led by Ekkarut Viyanit, director of MTEC's Rail and Modern Transport Systems Research Group.

A key feature of the machine is its high-strength steel "punch" arm, designed to neutralise mines by rapidly releasing blast pressure while minimising equipment damage. The attachment can also be easily replaced if needed. The prototype was built within a month and is now ready for field testing.

"This innovation demonstrates that NSTDA is not confined to laboratory research but actively applies science and technology to solve real-world problems," said Mr Ekkarut.

"Developing equipment by Thais, for Thai national security, is a source of great pride and a step toward restoring safety for people living along the border."

Fourteen Thai soldiers have been injured by Cambodian landmines in Thai border areas since mid-July, and six of them each lost a leg. The latest explosion occurred on Aug 27.


	Related: Thailand and Cambodia agree on weapon withdrawal, mine clearance and border reopening
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                Former PM appeared emotionally ready for imprisonment, says official
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, currently serving a one-year sentence at Klongprem Central Prison, is now under a five-day coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) quarantine as officials determine his placement and responsibilities.
Pol Lt Col Shane Kanchanapach, deputy director-general and spokesman for the Department of Corrections, said on Thursday that Thaksin will be reviewed by a classification committee once his quarantine ends on Saturday.

The committee evaluates each inmate's skills and aptitudes before assigning appropriate duties.

"Inmates with nursing experience may help in the medical unit, while those skilled in engineering can be assigned to maintenance," Pol Lt Col Shane said.

In Thaksin's case, his language skills could be used for teaching, as the department aims to create activities that provide knowledge and improve behaviour for all inmates. We want to utilise every inmate for the prison's overall benefit."

He said Thaksin, who returned to prison following Tuesday's Supreme Court ruling, has adapted well during his first nights in detention.

"He has been eating normally, with two boiled eggs and coffee in the morning, and sleeping soundly," the spokesman said.

The former premier has not made any special requests and is considered mentally stable, likely having prepared himself emotionally before imprisonment, he added.

During quarantine, Thaksin, 76, is held in a ward with other elderly inmates and is kept separate from younger prisoners convicted of violent crimes.

No visits are allowed during this period, not even from his lawyers, said Pol Lt Col Shane.

Once the quarantine ends, only the 10 registered visitors, including his wife and children, will be permitted in accordance with regulations.

The corrections official said the department will strictly adhere to all procedures regarding Thaksin's detention, including possible work assignments and decisions on outside activities or parole.

Meanwhile, former senator Somchai Sawangkarn questioned on social media why last Friday's expansion of Klongprem's boundaries to include the Corrections Hospital was made, just days before the court's ruling.

Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong dismissed allegations of special treatment, insisting that all decisions were made legally and are subject to review.

On parole, Pol Col Tawee noted inmates typically serve at least six months before becoming eligible, though exceptions may be made in severe health cases.

The Supreme Court on Tuesday ordered the billionaire and de facto leader of the Pheu Thai Party to actually serve the year's imprisonment to which he was sentenced two years ago, rejecting his prolonged stay in hospital as part of his sentence.

Should a general royal pardon be issued during Thaksin's incarceration, he may also qualify for further sentence reduction. Initially, he will be classified as a medium-level inmate, with eligibility for status upgrades every six months.
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                                WARSAW -- Poland said Thursday it had called an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to discuss violations of its airspace, a day after it accused Russia of carrying out a drone raid on its territory.
Poland said the incident was not accidental and branded it an "unprecedented" attack on Poland, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) and the European Union (EU), but Moscow denied targeting the country and said there was no evidence the drones were Russian.

Stray Russian drones and missiles have entered the airspace of Nato members including Poland several times since Moscow launched its invasion of Ukraine in 2022. However, no Nato country has ever attempted to shoot them down.

The incident was "an attempt to test the mechanism of action within Nato and our readiness to respond", Polish President Karol Nawrocki said Thursday during a visit to an airbase in western Poland.

The UNSC will hold an emergency meeting to discuss "the violation of Polish airspace by Russia", the Polish foreign ministry said without specifying a date.

Poland's National Security Council will also meet later on Thursday and the defence minister is set to brief parliament on the latest findings.

Officials said drones violated Polish airspace 19 times, but there were no casualties and the damage was limited -- a house and a car were destroyed.

'Reckless'

Poland boosted security on Thursday, closing air traffic along its eastern borders with Belarus and Ukraine to civilian flights up to an altitude of three kilometres (1.9 miles) until Dec 9.

The PAZP air traffic control agency said in a statement drones would also be banned.

The country had already announced ramped-up measures on the Belarus border to cope with military drills the country is carrying out with its ally Russia between Sept 12 and 16.

The few open border crossings with Belarus would be closed starting on Friday over the Zapad ("West") drills.

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk warned on Wednesday that the drone raid marked an unprecedented escalation of tension with Russia.

"This situation... brings us closer than ever to open conflict since World War II," he said as he briefed the lawmakers.

Tusk called a Nato meeting on Wednesday, invoking Article 4 under which a member can call urgent talks when it feels its "territorial integrity, political independence or security" are at risk -- only the eighth time the measure has been used.

A cornerstone of Nato is the principle that an attack on any member is deemed an attack on all.

Nato chief Mark Rutte denounced Moscow's "reckless behaviour" and hailed his organisation's "very successful reaction", telling journalists the alliance's air defences had done their job.

Unity 'reaffirmed'

The raid was condemned by Poland's allies around the world, with the EU and Ukraine calling it a test of the alliance's resolve.

Nawrocki said late on Wednesday he had spoken by phone to US counterpart Donald Trump as "part of a series of consultations" with allies.

"Today's talks reaffirmed our unity," he said.

China, which has never denounced Russia's war in Ukraine, said on Thursday it hoped Russia and Poland would solve the dispute through "dialogue".

"The Chinese side hopes that all parties concerned will properly resolve their disputes through dialogue and consultation," foreign ministry spokesman Lin Jian told a regular news briefing.

Poland is a major supporter of Ukraine and hosts more than one million Ukrainian refugees. It is also a key transit point for Western humanitarian and military aid to the country.
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                                A Chinese ringleader of a scam network, his former Thai wife and 13 associates were arrested, with assets worth over 21 million baht seized during police raids across four provinces on Wednesday.
Officers from the Technology Crime Suppression Division (TCSD) launched the operation targeting a gang that duped victims into investing in fraudulent stock trading platforms, Pol Maj Gen Athip Pongsiwapai, the TCSD commander, said on Thursday.

The raids in Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani and Chiang Mai resulted in the arrest of Wang Yanbin, 40, a Chinese national and alleged ringleader; his former Thai wife Rinyapat (surname withheld), 33; and 13 other associates. Another suspect serving a prison sentence, wanted under a warrant issued by the Criminal Court, was also charged, said Pol Maj Gen Athip.

All suspects face charges of collusion in public fraud, impersonation, inputting false information into computer systems, money laundering conspiracy and involvement in a transnational criminal organisation.

Police confiscated nine luxury cars, 40 designer bags and jewellery items, cash in various currencies worth around 300,000 baht, 29 mobile phones and electronic devices, over 100 bank books and ATM cards, 10 SIM cards and 23 Buddhist amulets. The total value of seized assets was about 21 million baht.

Pol Maj Gen Athip explained that the gang operated by creating fake Facebook pages to lure victims into investing in platforms such as FINNIXMAX and CGS International. Once interested, victims were added to LINE OpenChat groups, where more than 100 gang members impersonated fellow investors, offering advice and building credibility.

"At first, victims could withdraw profits, but when they invested larger sums, withdrawals were blocked and the group administrators disappeared," said the TCSD chief.

Gang members were assigned tasks such as procuring mule accounts, withdrawing cash from banks, transferring money to Chinese masterminds and laundering funds through various channels. They earned either a percentage of cash withdrawals or fees ranging from 1,000 to 10,000 baht per job.

The gang has been linked to 265 cases reported through the online complaint system, with total damages exceeding 654 million baht.

Pol Col Supoj Phumyaem, superintendent of the TCSD's sub-division 2, who led the operation, said Wang and Rinyapat denied the charges but admitted they had previously collected cash under instructions from another Chinese national.

Some Thai suspects confessed to withdrawing money and handing it over to the network.

"When victims transferred funds, mule account holders were instructed to wait at shopping malls or coffee shops. After the money was wired, it would be withdrawn within two minutes and passed to other gang members, who then converted it into cryptocurrency before sending it to gang leaders," Pol Col Supoj explained.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3102953/chinese-ringleader-exthai-wife-arrested-in-multimillion-baht-scam-bust



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thailand seeks to use Hong Kong's financial status to secure smart city funding                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Chula Sukmanop, the secretary general of the Eastern Economic Corridor Office, speaks at the 10th Belt and Road Summit in Hong Kong on Wednesday. (Photo: South China Morning Post)]
                                              
                          Chula Sukmanop, the secretary general of the Eastern Economic Corridor Office, speaks at the 10th Belt and Road Summit in Hong Kong on Wednesday. (Photo: South China Morning Post)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thailand aims to use Hong Kong's status as a global financial centre to raise funds for a new smart city in its flagship economic development zone, according to the head of the megaproject's public agency.
Chula Sukmanop, secretary general of the Eastern Economic Corridor Office, also dismissed accusations that Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative was a debt trap, highlighting benefits such as the thousands of jobs it had created for Thai people in the electric vehicle (EV) sector.

The Eastern Economic Corridor is a key initiative of Thailand 4.0, a blueprint which aims to elevate the Southeast Asian nation from middle-income status by developing innovative and advanced industries.

Launched in 2017, the corridor spans three eastern provinces - Rayong, Chonburi and Chachoengsao. Its key projects include the 24 square kilometre smart city designed to become one of Asia's leading business-friendly urban hubs.

Speaking to the South China Morning Post at the 10th Belt and Road Summit on Wednesday, Mr Chula said that although the smart city remained in the "conceptual" stage, he hoped to leverage Hong Kong's position as an international financial hub to secure funding for the project.

"This is the main thing we are interested in, because [Hong Kong] can raise funds from anywhere," he said.

He added that Thailand was currently engaging with the Hong Kong Trade and Development Council for advice on how best to launch tenders that would attract such investment.

Hong Kong is already a key investor in the corridor, providing around US$2 billion between 2018 and 2024, making it the fourth-largest source of foreign investment, roughly equivalent to that of the United States.

China topped the list with US$8.9 billion, followed by Japan with US$6.3 billion and Singapore with US$4.2 billion.

Thailand is also a member of Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative, an ongoing effort to link economies into a China-centred trade network, largely via Chinese-backed megaprojects abroad.

The initiative has faced criticism from some countries, mainly in the West, over allegations of luring developing countries into taking unsustainable loans. Thai media have also reported concerns that Chinese projects in the country are not doing enough to support locals.

But Mr Chula dismissed such concerns, calling the initiative a "tool" whose effectiveness depended on a country's ability to use it "properly".

He pointed to the surge in Chinese EV companies that had set up factories within the corridor.

He said that while they initially brought in their own talent due to a lack of expertise in the local workforce, the factories were now employing about 7,000 Thai workers.

"It's about investment [and] human resource development," he said. "Two years ago, we did not have these jobs."

More Chinese companies were also looking to establish operations in Thailand in response to US President Donald Trump's trade war, he said.

But he added that the country needed to manage the amount of local production in those industries to prevent Thailand from becoming a "back door" for tariff avoidance.
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                Rate is lowest since 2004 as 'flight to quality' poses challenge to owners of older buildings
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                                Occupancy in Bangkok's office market fell below 80% for the first time since 2004 as an influx of new Grade A supply drew tenants from older towers, forcing landlords to cut rents, renovate or repurpose, according to the property consultancy CBRE Thailand.
Chotika Tungsirisurp, head of consulting and research at CBRE Thailand, said the overall occupancy rate dropped to 79.3% in the second quarter of 2025 due to the supply increase, marking the first dip below 80% since 2004.

"Unlike in 2004, when demand was rebounding from 78.9% in 2003 to 82.9% due to positive momentum, which boosted occupancy in 2005-06 to more than 85%, the decline this year reflected intense competition from a surge of new completions," she said.

In the second quarter of 2025, supply grew by 145,814 square metres, led by One Bangkok Tower 5 (100,534 sq m) and Central Park Offices (60,000 sq m). An additional 12,000 sq m came from the renovation of the UOB Sathorn building.

"These new Grade A+ towers set international benchmarks, offering direct transit links, large retail components and sustainability credentials that appeal strongly to multinational corporations," Ms Chotika said. "They are magnets for tenants looking to upgrade."

Net take-up remained positive at 36,825 sq m, largely driven by relocations into Grade A non-central business district (CBD) buildings, particularly in Bangkok's northern corridor. Insurance, conglomerates and logistics groups were among the most active.

"Companies are capitalising on favourable tenant conditions to relocate from ageing stock to high-quality projects," she said. "This flight to quality is reshaping the market."

Grade A non-CBD posted a net take-up of 54,387 sq m, primarily relocating within the same area, lifting occupancy from less than 65% to above 71%, according to CBRE. Grade A+ posted a positive take-up of 7,907 sq m in the quarter.

In contrast, older Grade B buildings in both CBD and non-CBD areas recorded negative net take-up as tenants downsized or relocated.

Some space was removed altogether, with three office buildings totalling 26,720 sq m converted to hotels or awaiting new uses.

"Landlords of older assets faced hard choices," Ms Chotika said.

"They must decide whether to keep investing, repurpose for other uses, or even demolish and rebuild. Each case demands a tailored strategy."

Many landlords are responding with rent discounts, flexible lease terms and renovations to retain tenants.

These strategies have helped retain some long-term tenants, and in some cases, attract new tenants, noted the consultancy.

Cosmetic fixes not enough

Attractive rents alone may not suffice. Tenants increasingly demand modern workplace features such as sustainability, wellness and digital readiness that only newer buildings can deliver. Older assets need more than cosmetic upgrades, she said.

CBRE expects net take-up to rise 10-15% in 2025 compared with last year, though gains will be concentrated in new Grade A and A+ projects. Older towers will continue to lose tenants until repositioned.

"The supply pipeline is accelerating the transition," Ms Chotika said. "Bangkok's office market is no longer about filling space. It's about quality, efficiency and long-term adaptability."

As market conditions favour tenants, relocating from an ageing building to a new one at competitive rental rates offers a dual advantage -- better quality and cost efficiency -- making it one of the most critical decisions for tenants, she said.

Tattayakorn Benjapattharaseth, senior vice-president and head of offices at the mixed-use development One Bangkok, said flexibility has become a crucial selling point in Bangkok's competitive office market, where new supply continues to surge.

"Some companies want to relocate from older buildings to newer ones, but remain cautious about expenses," she said. "Offering lower total costs, such as rental furniture instead of outright purchases, can help them reach decisions more quickly."

One Bangkok has completed two of its five planned office towers, each offering about 100,000 sq m of lettable space at current rental rates of around 1,500 baht per sq m.

Tower 4 recorded an occupancy rate of 85%, while Tower 3 reached 60% occupancy, with a target of reaching 70% by the end of this month, said Ms Tattayakorn. Tower 5, slated for next year, has secured 50% pre-leasing, while Towers 1 and 2 remain under development.
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                  British envoy to US sacked over Epstein links                

                New revelations indicate Peter Mandelson offered advice on financier's legal troubles
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                                LONDON - Peter Mandelson, Britain's smooth-talking ambassador to the United States, was sacked on Thursday after his long-term association with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein became a further distraction for under-pressure Prime Minister Keir Starmer.
Mandelson, dubbed the "Prince of Darkness" for his behind-the-scenes manoeuvring during the last Labour government under Tony Blair, was forced from the sought-after diplomatic post after his letters and emails to Epstein were published this week.

The 71-year-old, a veteran Labour politician who was key to the party's success under Blair, had come under scrutiny over his relationship with Epstein after a "birthday book" was released including a letter purportedly from the now-ambassador describing Epstein as "my best pal".

Further emails were published in the media showing that Mandelson had advised Epstein to fight for early release when he faced charges over soliciting a minor.

"In light of the additional information in emails written by Peter Mandelson, the prime minister has asked the foreign secretary to withdraw him as ambassador," Britain's foreign ministry said.

"The emails show that the depth and extent of Peter Mandelson's relationship with Jeffrey Epstein is materially different from that known at the time of his appointment.

Among the "new information", the ministry said, was the revelation of Mandelson's suggestion that Epstein's first conviction was wrongful and should be challenged.

"In light of that, and mindful of the victims of Epstein's crimes, he has been withdrawn as ambassador with immediate effect," the statement said.

On Wednesday, Mandelson said he deeply regretted ever meeting Epstein and that he had carried on that association "for far longer than I should have done" -- a statement that seemed to satisfy Starmer who later in parliament gave him his backing.
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                  Vietnam's credit splurge risks fuelling asset bubbles, government warned                

                Margin debt reached record high in June amid stock market rally
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                                HANOI - Vietnam's breakneck credit expansion may fuel asset price bubbles, prominent academics of the Southeast Asian nation warned its lawmakers last week, documents showed.
The government is encouraging private lending and public spending to meet an 8.3%-8.5% GDP growth target this year. That is far above forecasts from multilateral agencies and private economists and comes as the export-reliant nation has been hit with new tariffs on its shipments to the United States, its main foreign market.

In a closed-door meeting last week in parliament, at least two Vietnamese senior academics criticised the current year's economic policy, a relatively rare occurrence in the tightly controlled, Communist-run nation.

"Vietnam's money supply growth rate is very high, leading to the highest credit-to-GDP ratio in the region, and to risks of inflation and asset price bubbles," said Pham The Anh, dean of economics at Vietnam's National Economics University, in a paper that was discussed by parliament's economic committee on Friday and a copy of which was viewed by Reuters.

And Vu Sy Cuong, associate professor of Vietnam's Academy of Finance, said in another paper at the same meeting that the credit surge was also contributing to a stock market rally. A copy of that paper was also seen by Reuters.

Vietnam's Finance Ministry and central bank did not reply to requests for comment.

Anh told Reuters the central bank would need more independence to cool down asset prices. Cuong did not respond to a request for comment.

Loans in Vietnam last year were worth 136.4% of its $476 billion gross domestic product, more than three times the median in emerging and middle-income markets, according to the latest data from the International Monetary Fund.

And, ahead of a crucial party congress in early 2026, bank credit grew at an annual 19.3% in the first half, Vietnam's central bank said, exceeding a 16% cap for all of 2025 set by it, and well above an average of nearly 14% over the past five years.

Credit went primarily to developers and home buyers, the World Bank said in a report released on Monday.

Anh told lawmakers the credit binge has contributed to a "real estate price fever", adding speculators were creating "ghost cities".

As credit spiked, bad debt rose to 5.3% of loans by February from 5% last year, according to World Bank's data that excludes sizeable off-balance-sheet lending.

Banks are also setting aside less capital for bad debt, with the ratio of their capital buffers nearly halving over the last three years, the World Bank said.

Stock market rallies amid margin debt peak

The government has said it wants to start removing from next year credit growth caps, which in recent years have often been interpreted by banks as targets.

That could "accelerate credit growth and fan credit risks in the system if other prudential measures are not enforced," said Willie Tanoto of Fitch Ratings.

While the government has called for control of inflation, which in August stood at 3.2%, it has not signalled any intention to slow credit growth.

Vietnam's stock market has continued surpassing its peak since June, while margin debt, which is money investors borrow to acquire assets, hit a record high exceeding $11 billion in the second quarter, according to Vietnamese broker DNSE, representing roughly 5% of the stock market capitalisation at the time.

"High economic growth is important, but economic stability in the long term has even greater significance," said Cuong of Vietnam's Academy of Finance.
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                  Imprisoned Thaksin in Covid quarantine                

                Former PM appeared emotionally ready for imprisonment, says official
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, currently serving a one-year sentence at Klongprem Central Prison, is now under a five-day coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) quarantine as officials determine his placement and responsibilities.
Pol Lt Col Shane Kanchanapach, deputy director-general and spokesman for the Department of Corrections, said on Thursday that Thaksin will be reviewed by a classification committee once his quarantine ends on Saturday.

The committee evaluates each inmate's skills and aptitudes before assigning appropriate duties.

"Inmates with nursing experience may help in the medical unit, while those skilled in engineering can be assigned to maintenance," Pol Lt Col Shane said.

In Thaksin's case, his language skills could be used for teaching, as the department aims to create activities that provide knowledge and improve behaviour for all inmates. We want to utilise every inmate for the prison's overall benefit."

He said Thaksin, who returned to prison following Tuesday's Supreme Court ruling, has adapted well during his first nights in detention.

"He has been eating normally, with two boiled eggs and coffee in the morning, and sleeping soundly," the spokesman said.

The former premier has not made any special requests and is considered mentally stable, likely having prepared himself emotionally before imprisonment, he added.

During quarantine, Thaksin, 76, is held in a ward with other elderly inmates and is kept separate from younger prisoners convicted of violent crimes.

No visits are allowed during this period, not even from his lawyers, said Pol Lt Col Shane.

Once the quarantine ends, only the 10 registered visitors, including his wife and children, will be permitted in accordance with regulations.

The corrections official said the department will strictly adhere to all procedures regarding Thaksin's detention, including possible work assignments and decisions on outside activities or parole.

Meanwhile, former senator Somchai Sawangkarn questioned on social media why last Friday's expansion of Klongprem's boundaries to include the Corrections Hospital was made, just days before the court's ruling.

Justice Minister Pol Col Tawee Sodsong dismissed allegations of special treatment, insisting that all decisions were made legally and are subject to review.

On parole, Pol Col Tawee noted inmates typically serve at least six months before becoming eligible, though exceptions may be made in severe health cases.

The Supreme Court on Tuesday ordered the billionaire and de facto leader of the Pheu Thai Party to actually serve the year's imprisonment to which he was sentenced two years ago, rejecting his prolonged stay in hospital as part of his sentence.

Should a general royal pardon be issued during Thaksin's incarceration, he may also qualify for further sentence reduction. Initially, he will be classified as a medium-level inmate, with eligibility for status upgrades every six months.
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                  Bangkok office occupancy dips below 80% amid glut                

                Rate is lowest since 2004 as 'flight to quality' poses challenge to owners of older buildings
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                                Occupancy in Bangkok's office market fell below 80% for the first time since 2004 as an influx of new Grade A supply drew tenants from older towers, forcing landlords to cut rents, renovate or repurpose, according to the property consultancy CBRE Thailand.
Chotika Tungsirisurp, head of consulting and research at CBRE Thailand, said the overall occupancy rate dropped to 79.3% in the second quarter of 2025 due to the supply increase, marking the first dip below 80% since 2004.

"Unlike in 2004, when demand was rebounding from 78.9% in 2003 to 82.9% due to positive momentum, which boosted occupancy in 2005-06 to more than 85%, the decline this year reflected intense competition from a surge of new completions," she said.

In the second quarter of 2025, supply grew by 145,814 square metres, led by One Bangkok Tower 5 (100,534 sq m) and Central Park Offices (60,000 sq m). An additional 12,000 sq m came from the renovation of the UOB Sathorn building.

"These new Grade A+ towers set international benchmarks, offering direct transit links, large retail components and sustainability credentials that appeal strongly to multinational corporations," Ms Chotika said. "They are magnets for tenants looking to upgrade."

Net take-up remained positive at 36,825 sq m, largely driven by relocations into Grade A non-central business district (CBD) buildings, particularly in Bangkok's northern corridor. Insurance, conglomerates and logistics groups were among the most active.

"Companies are capitalising on favourable tenant conditions to relocate from ageing stock to high-quality projects," she said. "This flight to quality is reshaping the market."

Grade A non-CBD posted a net take-up of 54,387 sq m, primarily relocating within the same area, lifting occupancy from less than 65% to above 71%, according to CBRE. Grade A+ posted a positive take-up of 7,907 sq m in the quarter.

In contrast, older Grade B buildings in both CBD and non-CBD areas recorded negative net take-up as tenants downsized or relocated.

Some space was removed altogether, with three office buildings totalling 26,720 sq m converted to hotels or awaiting new uses.

"Landlords of older assets faced hard choices," Ms Chotika said.

"They must decide whether to keep investing, repurpose for other uses, or even demolish and rebuild. Each case demands a tailored strategy."

Many landlords are responding with rent discounts, flexible lease terms and renovations to retain tenants.

These strategies have helped retain some long-term tenants, and in some cases, attract new tenants, noted the consultancy.

Cosmetic fixes not enough

Attractive rents alone may not suffice. Tenants increasingly demand modern workplace features such as sustainability, wellness and digital readiness that only newer buildings can deliver. Older assets need more than cosmetic upgrades, she said.

CBRE expects net take-up to rise 10-15% in 2025 compared with last year, though gains will be concentrated in new Grade A and A+ projects. Older towers will continue to lose tenants until repositioned.

"The supply pipeline is accelerating the transition," Ms Chotika said. "Bangkok's office market is no longer about filling space. It's about quality, efficiency and long-term adaptability."

As market conditions favour tenants, relocating from an ageing building to a new one at competitive rental rates offers a dual advantage -- better quality and cost efficiency -- making it one of the most critical decisions for tenants, she said.

Tattayakorn Benjapattharaseth, senior vice-president and head of offices at the mixed-use development One Bangkok, said flexibility has become a crucial selling point in Bangkok's competitive office market, where new supply continues to surge.

"Some companies want to relocate from older buildings to newer ones, but remain cautious about expenses," she said. "Offering lower total costs, such as rental furniture instead of outright purchases, can help them reach decisions more quickly."

One Bangkok has completed two of its five planned office towers, each offering about 100,000 sq m of lettable space at current rental rates of around 1,500 baht per sq m.

Tower 4 recorded an occupancy rate of 85%, while Tower 3 reached 60% occupancy, with a target of reaching 70% by the end of this month, said Ms Tattayakorn. Tower 5, slated for next year, has secured 50% pre-leasing, while Towers 1 and 2 remain under development.
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                  Thai-Cambodian border reopening concerns eased                

                Defence minister stresses more assurances needed from Phnom Penh
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                                Caretaker Deputy Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit has eased concerns about a plan to reopen some border crossings between Thailand and Cambodia, saying more steps must be taken before the gates can be unlocked.
Gen Nattaphon said the plan was merely at an early stage as Thailand still needed to weigh the trust and commitment shown by Cambodia on other issues. 

But Thailand's main negotiator also acknowledged the need to help local border businesses that have suffered since the fatal clashes in late July.

"Protecting national sovereignty is a priority, as well as improving the well-being of people and local business operators," he said in a statement released by the Ministry of Defence.

Gen Nattaphon and his Cambodian counterpart, Gen Tea Seiha, agreed during the General Border Committee (GBC) meeting in Koh Kong province of Cambodia on Wednesday that the two countries should consider the reopening of gates in some locations, possibly starting with Chanthaburi and Trat provinces.

The two eastern provinces are seen as lower-risk areas in terms of conflict. The highest risks are in Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani, while Sa Kaeo is considered to have moderate risk.

The outcome of the GBC meeting raised the eyebrows of the public and even some senior army officers, given the continued border tensions and the fact that the two countries do not yet have a permanent ceasefire agreement.

Several people have used social media platforms to air their opposition to any hasty reopening, and not all generals agree with it.

"If Cambodia does not withdraw soldiers from the border, other issues, including the closure or reopening of checkpoints, should not be tabled for talks," Gen Manas Jundee, the Royal Thai Armed Forces chief-of-staff, commented.

"There's no need to [reopen the border] as long as Cambodia has not shown us sincerity."

Gen Manas is tasked with deciding the locations where Thailand will build border fences to improve security.

The Ministry of Defence on Thursday explained that the border reopening was on the agenda for talks "in principle" and would cover only goods, while movement of people would still be banned pending further notice.

Japan behind the push

The Cambodian defence minister said after the meeting in Koh Kong on Wednesday that opening some border gates was among the "important issues" and that it was proposed by Japan, according to an Agence Kampuchea Presse report.

"Japan's proposal to study the feasibility of reopening border checkpoints to facilitate the transport of essential goods and maintain critical regional supply chains" was one of the topics in his talks with his Thai counterpart, the report added.

The Japanese government later welcomed the move by the two countries to take up the issue and called "the resumption of logistics" one of the achievements of the meeting, according to a statement by the press secretary of the Japanese Foreign Ministry, Kitamura Toshihiro.

The next GBC talks will be hosted by Thailand.
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                  Bangkok's keeper-killing lions to be caged and retrained                

                Wildlife officials respond quickly to fatal mauling at Safari World
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                                The five lions that mauled a Safari World keeper to death on Wednesday have been caged and will be retrained, or they would continue to attack humans, the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation says.
The department also plans to investigate the owners of predatory animals nationwide, including zoo operators, after the fatal mauling in Bangkok, director-general Attapol Charoenchansa said on Thursday.

"Most importantly, the five lions seen (in the video of the attack) must be confined. They may have to be caged. Their behaviours must be gradually changed," he told a press conference.

"Because they have attacked a man, they must be caught to undergo behavioural changes. Otherwise, they would have that habit," he added.

Mr Attapol said that the predatory animal zone at Safari World would remain closed until its management could prove that their staff could take good care of animals to prevent tension, be able to rapidly handle emergency cases and give first aid. The proof must include demonstrations, he said.

"Essentially staff must be well equipped to stop any animal immediately when they attack humans," he said.

Discussing Wednesday's fatal attack at Safari World, Mr Attapol said the incident happened after the lions had been fed and he believed they attacked the keeper by instinct.

"The animal attacked the victim by biting the back of his neck. Then it was the instinct of the group to join in the hunt. The dead man was dragged around the vehicle. That was pure instinct of predators," he said.

He said that the late zookeeper should not have got out of his vehicle, as neglecting routine safety measures could result in loss and harm.

Rangers with his department are always prohibited from staying close to wild animals no matter how familiar they were with them, Mr Attapol said.

"Wild animals are always ready to express their feelings and that is dangerous. ... What is uncontrollable is the feelings of animals," he said.

According to Mr Attapol, his department has registered 620 lions in Thailand. Their import is now banned.

Department officials are now preparing to check the safety measures adopted by private owners as well as open zoos with predatory animals.

Apart from Safari World in Bangkok, lions can be found at Safari World Park and Resort in Kanchanaburi, Sriracha Crocodile Farm in Chon Buri, Sriracha Tiger Zoo, Tiger Park Pattaya in Chon Buri and Tiger Park Phuket.

Mr Attapol said his department regularly reminds zoo managers to prevent visitors from posing for photos with predatory animals.

Autopsy results

In another development, an autopsy was conducted on Jian Rangkharasamee, the 58-year-old keeper of lions and tigers, who had worked at Safari World for two decades.

The autopsy found that the victim had many severe wounds including lacerations to his neck and limbs which were also broken. Blood vessels were ruptured and caused excessive bleeding, said Pol Maj Gen Wirul Supasingsiripreecha, forensic commander at Police General Hospital.

He said that the victim's organs were intact and the lions did not eat the victim.

Jian's family told reporters on Thursday that they would keep the body for three years before the funeral, in accordance with the beliefs of people of Mon origin when it came to unnatural death.
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                  'Not a friendly place': Inside the prison where Thaksin is jailed                

                Former inmate at Klong Prem recalls Spartan conditions and constant fear of violence
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                                Three blankets to sleep with, an open bathing area, bland food and the constant risk of violence. These are the conditions inside the maximum security prison in Thailand's capital where 76-year-old former premier Thaksin Shinawatra is jailed, according to two people with knowledge of the facility.
Once one of Thailand's richest and most powerful men, Thaksin was ordered on Tuesday to serve a year in jail by the Supreme Court, which determined that the billionaire had wrongfully spent time in a hospital in lieu of prison.

Thaksin's initial eight-year sentence for conflicts of interest and abuse of power while in office from 2001-06 was commuted to one year by royal clemency, following his homecoming from self-exile in August 2023. He was released on parole in February 2024, after just six months of detention, the entirety of which he had spent in the VIP wing of the Police General Hospital.

Since then, he has lived in a high-fenced, suburban mansion in Bangkok, often ferried around the city in a black and silver Mercedes-Maybach sedan and flown out of the country in a private jet.

An hour after the court delivered its ruling, Thaksin was placed in a van, escorted by Department of Corrections officials, and, following medical checks, transferred to Klong Prem prison.

The facility, which houses about 6,500 prisoners, has held high-profile Thai political figures and a media mogul. Viktor Bout, an international arms dealer dubbed "the merchant of death", is also a previous inmate.

"It is a very depressing life. When I first got inside, all I did was cry," said Somyot Pruksakasemsuk, an activist and magazine editor, who served more than seven years in prison on a lese-majeste conviction, including time at Klong Prem.

"The environment was very tense. It is not a friendly place."

Reuters could not determine exactly which part of Klong Prem, a sprawling facility in Chatuchak district in northern Bangkok, Thaksin is housed in and the circumstances of his daily life.

The Department of Corrections did not immediately reply to an email seeking comment.

Winyat Chatmontree, a lawyer for the former premier, said Thaksin is currently undergoing a five-day quarantine, during which he is unable to meet or directly communicate with his client.

Somyot's account of the prison was corroborated by a former corrections official, who worked across Thai prisons, including Klong Prem for a decade, but asked not to be named because of the sensitivity of the issue. (Story continues below)
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'Sleep on the floor'

The prison is divided into 11 zones, including a quarantine area where Thaksin was initially taken, separate sections for those serving sentences of more or less than 50 years and another special zone for high-risk inmates, according to the department.

"Thaksin would be grouped with elderly political prisoners rather than murderers or drug dealers," the former official said, explaining that depending on the grouping, he could end up in a larger room with only a few cellmates or in a smaller one with as many as 25.

"All inmates, regardless of age, sleep on the floor next to each other."

Inmates are typically given three blankets: one to use as a mattress, another to roll into a pillow and a third to cover oneself with, the department said.

"If they are lenient, the prison may give four blankets," said Somyot, "But this is a torturous way to sleep."

The food served inside is excruciatingly bland, said Somyot, but more harrowing are the shower facilities, a large square tub of water around which inmates gather, naked.

"Bathing time is risky for assault or getting killed," he said, describing the typical situation. "Prisoners could start a fight and it could escalate."

Inmates are allowed out of their cells during the day to meet with visiting relatives or their lawyer, the department said in a statement on Wednesday. (Story continues below)
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'Big man'

Prison authorities would be particularly mindful of Thaksin's security, given his political profile, personal history, and other inmates, said Somyot and the former official.

"Thaksin could face hostility from separatists angered by his insurgency policies as well as drug traffickers or the relatives of those jailed or killed during his premiership," the former official said.

Given Thaksin's influence, he may also draw other inmates who act as bodyguards and supporters, becoming what is known as a somdet -- or "big man" -- in Thai prison slang, both said.

It is unclear how much time Thaksin will eventually spend in jail, as he is eligible for detention outside prison, including house arrest, according to a source in the Department of Corrections.

But it is still a downfall that may be hard to reconcile, as it was for Somyot.

"You lost your freedom, you lost your comfort, you lost your life in terms of politics and reputation," he said.

"You have to come to terms with these losses."
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                  Paetongtarn to stay on as Pheu Thai Party leader                
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                                The Pheu Thai Party affirmed there will be no change in its leadership as it prepares for internal restructuring ahead of the general election.
Pheu Thai key strategist Phumtham Wechayachai said on Wednesday party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra had made it clear she would continue in her role as long as party members believed in her capabilities and retained confidence in her.

He said that while the party remained confident about its electoral prospects, it needed to overhaul its internal structure to improve coordination and efficiency. Many senior figures had little time for party affairs while serving in government, he added.

"We will be working on party reforms to enhance coordination and internal systems to ensure readiness for the next election," he said.

Mr Phumtham added Pheu Thai was also prepared for the Sept 28 by-election in Si Sa Ket's Constituency 5, called following the death of Pheu Thai MP Amorntep Sommai in June. When asked whether party heavyweights would join the campaign, he said he believed arrangements had already been made.

Responding to allegations made by the CSI LA Facebook page that Ms Paetongtarn's close associates had exploited political connections for business gains, he said the matter should be handled by the justice system and Pheu Thai politicians were ready to face scrutiny.

Another Pheu Thai veteran, Prasert Jantararuangtong, said on Wednesday the party remained in good spirits despite the Supreme Court ordering former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, Paetongtarn's father, to serve a one-year prison sentence.

He dismissed concerns about instability, noting that MPs remained united and that the party had always adapted its strategy in response to changing circumstances, with Ms Paetongtarn firmly at the helm.

Meanwhile, Assoc Prof Prinya Thaewanarumitkul, a lecturer at Thammasat University's Faculty of Law, wrote on Facebook the ruling marked the first time the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions had scrutinised the Department of Corrections' enforcement of a prison sentence.

He said the department would now face close examination, particularly as its officials were among those under investigation.
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                  Charnchai's justice quest                

                IN THE LIMELIGHT: Court ruling crowns his relentless fight for transparency and accountability
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                                Charnchai Issarasenarak has long been recognised as a steadfast advocate for transparency and accountability.
A former Democrat Party MP and deputy chairman of an anti-corruption subcommittee, Mr Charnchai has built a reputation for pursuing what he sees as a civic duty, even when legal options are limited.

For more than two years, he focused on challenging high-profile corruption allegations, particularly the so-called "14th floor case," in which former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra was transferred to a premium ward on the 14th floor of the Police General Hospital on his first night at Bangkok Remand Prison, allegedly for a serious illness.

Despite lacking formal legal standing -- being neither a direct party to the case nor a victim -- Mr Charnchai filed petitions to the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions asking why Thaksin had not served his one-year prison sentence.

His sentence was reduced from an original eight-year term by royal clemency, following convictions in three cases for abuse of authority and conflict of interest during his tenure as prime minister.

Mr Charnchai's campaign began on Dec 19, 2023, with a petition alleging procedural lapses by corrections officers. When it was dismissed, he returned in February 2024 with a second petition.

Citing criminal and corrections statutes, he argued Thaksin's prolonged hospitalisation had effectively suspended his sentence.

Undeterred by the second dismissal, Mr Charnchai kept gathering evidence, eventually submitting detailed documents to the Supreme Court in May 2025.

Among the evidence were hospital receipts suggesting that Thaksin's extended stay may have been more for convenience than for a medical necessity.

Charnchai's activism reflects a broader commitment to civic engagement. Beyond the Thaksin case, he has challenged government financial decisions, including Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's reallocation of a 35-billion-baht budget to the digital handout scheme.

The funds, originally earmarked for state bank debt repayment, were diverted to a "10,000-baht handout," an action Mr Charnchai cited as a potential constitutional violation.

Despite repeated legal setbacks, Mr Charnchai persevered.

"I have fulfilled my responsibility to the people," he said following one court dismissal, emphasising the importance of accountability even when personal success is uncertain.

On Tuesday, the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions ordered Thaksin to serve the one-year sentence, effectively concluding a chapter of Charnchai's long campaign.

His methodical approach and unwavering determination have solidified his reputation as a key figure in the fight for political transparency and integrity.
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                  Push grows to keep B20 rail ride alive                

                TCC responds to PM's fare warning
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                                The Thailand Consumer Council (TCC) has urged the new government to press ahead with the 20-baht flat-fare policy for electric trains, citing its affordability and the benefits it would bring to the economy and the environment.
The call came after Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul signalled his administration may scrap the scheme introduced under the previous Pheu Thai-led government, citing financial constraints.

TCC secretary-general Saree Aongsomwang said the policy, first rolled out on the Red Line when the Bhumjaithai Party oversaw the Transport Ministry, was in fact cost-effective.

"The project was initially expected to require 3 billion baht in subsidies but ended up costing only 200 million baht, while also helping to reduce losses for the State Railway of Thailand," she said.

A flat 20-baht fare across all lines eases household expenses, encourages more commuters to shift from cars to public transport, reduces pollution and improves quality of life, she said.

Bhumjaithai itself campaigned during the 2023 general election on a 40-baht-per-day unlimited rail ticket, she said, saying pressing ahead with the project would be to execute the party's own election pledge.

Regarding budget concerns, the TCC proposed alternative funding sources, such as reviving the wheel tax, which generates around 16 billion baht annually for the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, or introducing a congestion charge for parking in the city. Charlie Jaroenlapnopparat, a TCC subcommittee member on public services, energy and the environment, said rail fares are inflated by overlapping entry fees charged on each line. Removing the entry fee alone would bring down costs. "If prices are reduced, ridership will increase, meaning operators will earn more revenue without the state having to cover additional compensation," he said.

The TCC has long pushed for universal access to affordable public transport, referring to World Bank guidelines that commuting costs should not exceed 10% of the minimum wage, a benchmark the 20-baht fare meets.

On Tuesday, Mr Anutin told reporters that while the scheme is beneficial, it may not be viable for all projects. "It is not possible to fix fares at 20 baht and then allocate annual budget support to cover the gap," he said.
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                  Many teens 'exposed to sexual content'                

                              

                                One in three Thais aged 14-17 has been exposed to nude or sexual content online, with many teenagers driven to it in the pursuit of likes and followers for their social media profiles, a study finds.
The report, titled "Leaked: Understanding and Addressing Self-Generated Sexual Content Involving Young People in Thailand", was produced by research group Evident and the HUG Project, with support from the World Childhood Foundation.

Based on a survey of nearly 2,000 youngsters aged 9-17 in seven northern provinces from August 2024-March 2025, it also included youth consultations and interviews with law enforcement and frontline workers.

Findings show that one in three of the participants reported knowing peers at their schools who had shared or received sexual content -- including nude images of others they believed to be under the age of 18, adult pornography and even AI deepfakes.

Almost half (46%) of respondents cited gaining likes and followers as a key motivation for sharing sexual content, followed by financial incentives such as money or gifts (45%), and seeking validation (40%). Around 34% believed young people were pressured, tricked or coerced into sharing content.

Despite growing awareness of risks, 56% acknowledged that technology makes it too easy to distribute intimate images without thinking of the consequences.

Young people often consider online scams and drugs more dangerous than sexual content, highlighting a gap in perceptions between parents and youth.

"Young people are growing up in a world where their digital lives are inseparable from their offline ones," said Wirawan Mosby, director and founder of the HUG Project and a 2017 Trafficking in Persons Report Hero.

"Instead of using shame or telling them not to take risks, we need to listen and give them guidance about how to carefully engage in online and offline relationships," she said.
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                  Three referendums required, says court                
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                                The Constitutional Court has ruled the drafting of a new constitution must be subject to three referendums, but the first two could be held together.
[image: ]


At the same time, the court blocked the possibility of directly electing members of a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA).

The rulings came following a petition by Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha under Section 210 (1)(2) of the 2017 constitution.

The petition sought clarification on whether parliament holds the authority to initiate a process for drafting a new constitution and what procedures must be followed.

The case originated from a March 17 joint sitting of parliament, where Senator Premsak Piayura and MP Wisut Chainarun submitted an urgent motion requesting the court's interpretation of parliament's powers.

Parliament voted in favour, and the matter was referred to the court on March 21.

By a 5-2 majority, the court ruled on Wednesday that parliament has the authority to express its intent to draft a new constitution.

However, this must be preceded by a referendum to confirm whether the people agree to adopt a new charter.

The court said any drafting process must comply with Chapter 15 of the constitution on charter amendments. Crucially, it said the public cannot directly elect the drafters of the new charter.

The court also ruled on the issue related to the number of referendums needed to be held as a prelude to the charter changes.

By a 6-1 majority, the court ruled three rounds of referendums are necessary. But the court has allowed the possibility of combining the first and second referendums into one, providing flexibility in implementation.

The first referendum is to ask the public whether a new constitution should be drafted. A second will be to seek public opinion on key principles and methods for drafting the new charter, while a third referendum will decide whether to approve or reject the completed draft constitution.

Meanwhile, the opposition People's Party (PP) is pushing for two referendums.

PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut has called on the ruling Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) to urgently submit a charter amendment bill under Chapter 15 of the constitution within the next seven days. He said delays would undermine the coalition's Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed in exchange for PP's support for BJT to lead the coalition government.

His demand could put the new government in a spin, as it races to put together a new cabinet and shape a practical agenda within the narrow timeframe demanded by the PP.

Mr Natthaphong said that, despite the court's ruling, drafting a new constitution with an elected (CDA) remains a central priority. He said this commitment is explicitly written into the MOA.

Mr Natthaphong argued the first referendum could be held alongside the next general election, expected within four months of the new cabinet assuming office, once parliament approves a bill seeking changes to Chapter 15, which outlines the procedures and requirements for amending the charter.
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        Thai rice prices hit 3-week high on strong baht; Vietnam rates fall on weak demand
        Thai rice export prices rose to a three-week high this week, supported by the baht's appreciation, while thin demand pushed Vietnamese offers lower.

      

      
        Thailand seeks to use Hong Kong's financial status to secure smart city funding
        Thailand aims to use Hong Kong's status as a global financial centre to raise funds for a new smart city in its flagship economic development zone, according to the head of the megaproject's public agency.

      

      
        Bangkok office occupancy dips below 80% amid glut
        Occupancy in Bangkok's office market fell below 80% for the first time since 2004 as an influx of new Grade A supply drew tenants from older towers, forcing landlords to cut rents, renovate or repurpose, according to the property consultancy CBRE Thailand.

      

      
        Vietnam's credit splurge risks fuelling asset bubbles, government warned
        HANOI - Vietnam's breakneck credit expansion may fuel asset price bubbles, prominent academics of the Southeast Asian nation warned its lawmakers last week, documents showed.

      

      
        Thai factory demand brisk as firms flee China
        WHA Corp, Thailand's biggest factory developer, is building new industrial parks in Thailand and Vietnam to meet demand from Chinese manufacturers rushing to relocate production abroad and dodge a US-China trade war.

      

      
        Thai consumer confidence at 32-month low
        Thai consumer confidence dropped for a seventh consecutive month in August to its lowest level in 32 months amid concerns about a slow economic recovery, political instability and US tariffs, a survey showed on Thursday.

      

      
        China eyes C919 jet breakthrough as AirAsia weighs orders
        The Malaysian low-cost airline AirAsia has shown strong interest in acquiring the Chinese C919 passenger jet, its executive said, as part of its strategy to tap into Southeast Asia's 700 million-strong population and capitalise on growing China-Asean business ties.

      

      
        Seoul says 'bewildering' US immigration raid could chill investment
        SEOUL - South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said Thursday that a massive US immigration raid on a Hyundai-LG battery factory site was "bewildering" and could have a chilling effect on future investment.

      

      
        Air Cambodia to become latest customer for China-made Comac planes
        SEOUL/BEIJING - Air Cambodia said it could buy up to 20 Chinese-made C909 regional jets, adding Cambodia to a growing list of Southeast Asian customers of China's state-owned planemaker Comac, which is seeking to sell its aircraft globally.

      

      
        Cambodian deputy PM rejects 'debt trap' label for China's Belt and Road Initiative
        A high-ranking Cambodian official said on Wednesday that China's Belt and Road Initiative - an infrastructure-focused strategy to accelerate regional trade - has, contrary to claims that the plan creates a "debt trap" for struggling nations, supported his country's economic development.
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                  Thai rice prices hit 3-week high on strong baht; Vietnam rates fall on weak demand                

                Thai rates up on baht appreciation, as India's rates steady at $367-$371 per tonne
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                                Thai rice export prices rose to a three-week high this week, supported by the baht's appreciation, while thin demand pushed Vietnamese offers lower.
Thailand's 5% broken rice <RI-THBKN5-P1> was quoted at US$355-$365 per tonne, the highest since Aug 21, compared with $355 per tonne last week, traders said, citing the stronger baht

Domestic prices were unchanged despite the firmer currency, a Bangkok-based trader said, adding that "demand is slow, while supply is coming out in all varieties."

Additional trade purchases ahead of pre-Christmas shipments were the only notable support, another trader said.

Myanmar prices are lower than that of Thailand, the trader said, adding that India, the world's top rice exporter has extended the duration for offloading supply.

Vietnam's 5% broken rice <RI-VNBKN5-P1> was offered at $450-$455 per metric tonne on Thursday, down from $455-$460 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"We are feeling the impacts of the Philippines' move to suspend rice imports for 60 days starting Sept 1," a Ho Chi Minh City-based trader said.

Exporters have slowed purchases of paddies from farmers on weaker external demand, traders said.

Vietnam exported 883,000 metric tonnes of rice in August, up 5.1% from a year earlier, government data showed on Saturday.

India's 5% broken parboiled variety <RI-INBKN5-P1> was quoted this week at $367-$371 per tonne, unchanged from the last week. Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $361 to $366 per tonne this week.

Demand has been improving as Indian prices are trading at a discount to supplies from other Asian countries, said a New Delhi-based dealer with a trade house.

Bangladesh procured a record volume of food grains under the summer rice procurement program 2025.

Despite bumper harvests, steady imports and strong reserves, domestic rice prices have continued to rise, with consumers paying five to 17 taka more per kilogramme than a year ago.

On Wednesday, the Thai Rice Exporters Association called on the government and the Bank of Thailand (BoT) to issue immediate and practical measures to stabilise the baht, seeking to protect the competitiveness of Thai rice and farmers' income.
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                  Thailand seeks to use Hong Kong's financial status to secure smart city funding                
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                                Thailand aims to use Hong Kong's status as a global financial centre to raise funds for a new smart city in its flagship economic development zone, according to the head of the megaproject's public agency.
Chula Sukmanop, secretary general of the Eastern Economic Corridor Office, also dismissed accusations that Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative was a debt trap, highlighting benefits such as the thousands of jobs it had created for Thai people in the electric vehicle (EV) sector.

The Eastern Economic Corridor is a key initiative of Thailand 4.0, a blueprint which aims to elevate the Southeast Asian nation from middle-income status by developing innovative and advanced industries.

Launched in 2017, the corridor spans three eastern provinces - Rayong, Chonburi and Chachoengsao. Its key projects include the 24 square kilometre smart city designed to become one of Asia's leading business-friendly urban hubs.

Speaking to the South China Morning Post at the 10th Belt and Road Summit on Wednesday, Mr Chula said that although the smart city remained in the "conceptual" stage, he hoped to leverage Hong Kong's position as an international financial hub to secure funding for the project.

"This is the main thing we are interested in, because [Hong Kong] can raise funds from anywhere," he said.

He added that Thailand was currently engaging with the Hong Kong Trade and Development Council for advice on how best to launch tenders that would attract such investment.

Hong Kong is already a key investor in the corridor, providing around US$2 billion between 2018 and 2024, making it the fourth-largest source of foreign investment, roughly equivalent to that of the United States.

China topped the list with US$8.9 billion, followed by Japan with US$6.3 billion and Singapore with US$4.2 billion.

Thailand is also a member of Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative, an ongoing effort to link economies into a China-centred trade network, largely via Chinese-backed megaprojects abroad.

The initiative has faced criticism from some countries, mainly in the West, over allegations of luring developing countries into taking unsustainable loans. Thai media have also reported concerns that Chinese projects in the country are not doing enough to support locals.

But Mr Chula dismissed such concerns, calling the initiative a "tool" whose effectiveness depended on a country's ability to use it "properly".

He pointed to the surge in Chinese EV companies that had set up factories within the corridor.

He said that while they initially brought in their own talent due to a lack of expertise in the local workforce, the factories were now employing about 7,000 Thai workers.

"It's about investment [and] human resource development," he said. "Two years ago, we did not have these jobs."

More Chinese companies were also looking to establish operations in Thailand in response to US President Donald Trump's trade war, he said.

But he added that the country needed to manage the amount of local production in those industries to prevent Thailand from becoming a "back door" for tariff avoidance.
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                  Bangkok office occupancy dips below 80% amid glut                

                Rate is lowest since 2004 as 'flight to quality' poses challenge to owners of older buildings
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                                Occupancy in Bangkok's office market fell below 80% for the first time since 2004 as an influx of new Grade A supply drew tenants from older towers, forcing landlords to cut rents, renovate or repurpose, according to the property consultancy CBRE Thailand.
Chotika Tungsirisurp, head of consulting and research at CBRE Thailand, said the overall occupancy rate dropped to 79.3% in the second quarter of 2025 due to the supply increase, marking the first dip below 80% since 2004.

"Unlike in 2004, when demand was rebounding from 78.9% in 2003 to 82.9% due to positive momentum, which boosted occupancy in 2005-06 to more than 85%, the decline this year reflected intense competition from a surge of new completions," she said.

In the second quarter of 2025, supply grew by 145,814 square metres, led by One Bangkok Tower 5 (100,534 sq m) and Central Park Offices (60,000 sq m). An additional 12,000 sq m came from the renovation of the UOB Sathorn building.

"These new Grade A+ towers set international benchmarks, offering direct transit links, large retail components and sustainability credentials that appeal strongly to multinational corporations," Ms Chotika said. "They are magnets for tenants looking to upgrade."

Net take-up remained positive at 36,825 sq m, largely driven by relocations into Grade A non-central business district (CBD) buildings, particularly in Bangkok's northern corridor. Insurance, conglomerates and logistics groups were among the most active.

"Companies are capitalising on favourable tenant conditions to relocate from ageing stock to high-quality projects," she said. "This flight to quality is reshaping the market."

Grade A non-CBD posted a net take-up of 54,387 sq m, primarily relocating within the same area, lifting occupancy from less than 65% to above 71%, according to CBRE. Grade A+ posted a positive take-up of 7,907 sq m in the quarter.

In contrast, older Grade B buildings in both CBD and non-CBD areas recorded negative net take-up as tenants downsized or relocated.

Some space was removed altogether, with three office buildings totalling 26,720 sq m converted to hotels or awaiting new uses.

"Landlords of older assets faced hard choices," Ms Chotika said.

"They must decide whether to keep investing, repurpose for other uses, or even demolish and rebuild. Each case demands a tailored strategy."

Many landlords are responding with rent discounts, flexible lease terms and renovations to retain tenants.

These strategies have helped retain some long-term tenants, and in some cases, attract new tenants, noted the consultancy.

Cosmetic fixes not enough

Attractive rents alone may not suffice. Tenants increasingly demand modern workplace features such as sustainability, wellness and digital readiness that only newer buildings can deliver. Older assets need more than cosmetic upgrades, she said.

CBRE expects net take-up to rise 10-15% in 2025 compared with last year, though gains will be concentrated in new Grade A and A+ projects. Older towers will continue to lose tenants until repositioned.

"The supply pipeline is accelerating the transition," Ms Chotika said. "Bangkok's office market is no longer about filling space. It's about quality, efficiency and long-term adaptability."

As market conditions favour tenants, relocating from an ageing building to a new one at competitive rental rates offers a dual advantage -- better quality and cost efficiency -- making it one of the most critical decisions for tenants, she said.

Tattayakorn Benjapattharaseth, senior vice-president and head of offices at the mixed-use development One Bangkok, said flexibility has become a crucial selling point in Bangkok's competitive office market, where new supply continues to surge.

"Some companies want to relocate from older buildings to newer ones, but remain cautious about expenses," she said. "Offering lower total costs, such as rental furniture instead of outright purchases, can help them reach decisions more quickly."

One Bangkok has completed two of its five planned office towers, each offering about 100,000 sq m of lettable space at current rental rates of around 1,500 baht per sq m.

Tower 4 recorded an occupancy rate of 85%, while Tower 3 reached 60% occupancy, with a target of reaching 70% by the end of this month, said Ms Tattayakorn. Tower 5, slated for next year, has secured 50% pre-leasing, while Towers 1 and 2 remain under development.
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                  Vietnam's credit splurge risks fuelling asset bubbles, government warned                

                Margin debt reached record high in June amid stock market rally
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                                HANOI - Vietnam's breakneck credit expansion may fuel asset price bubbles, prominent academics of the Southeast Asian nation warned its lawmakers last week, documents showed.
The government is encouraging private lending and public spending to meet an 8.3%-8.5% GDP growth target this year. That is far above forecasts from multilateral agencies and private economists and comes as the export-reliant nation has been hit with new tariffs on its shipments to the United States, its main foreign market.

In a closed-door meeting last week in parliament, at least two Vietnamese senior academics criticised the current year's economic policy, a relatively rare occurrence in the tightly controlled, Communist-run nation.

"Vietnam's money supply growth rate is very high, leading to the highest credit-to-GDP ratio in the region, and to risks of inflation and asset price bubbles," said Pham The Anh, dean of economics at Vietnam's National Economics University, in a paper that was discussed by parliament's economic committee on Friday and a copy of which was viewed by Reuters.

And Vu Sy Cuong, associate professor of Vietnam's Academy of Finance, said in another paper at the same meeting that the credit surge was also contributing to a stock market rally. A copy of that paper was also seen by Reuters.

Vietnam's Finance Ministry and central bank did not reply to requests for comment.

Anh told Reuters the central bank would need more independence to cool down asset prices. Cuong did not respond to a request for comment.

Loans in Vietnam last year were worth 136.4% of its $476 billion gross domestic product, more than three times the median in emerging and middle-income markets, according to the latest data from the International Monetary Fund.

And, ahead of a crucial party congress in early 2026, bank credit grew at an annual 19.3% in the first half, Vietnam's central bank said, exceeding a 16% cap for all of 2025 set by it, and well above an average of nearly 14% over the past five years.

Credit went primarily to developers and home buyers, the World Bank said in a report released on Monday.

Anh told lawmakers the credit binge has contributed to a "real estate price fever", adding speculators were creating "ghost cities".

As credit spiked, bad debt rose to 5.3% of loans by February from 5% last year, according to World Bank's data that excludes sizeable off-balance-sheet lending.

Banks are also setting aside less capital for bad debt, with the ratio of their capital buffers nearly halving over the last three years, the World Bank said.

Stock market rallies amid margin debt peak

The government has said it wants to start removing from next year credit growth caps, which in recent years have often been interpreted by banks as targets.

That could "accelerate credit growth and fan credit risks in the system if other prudential measures are not enforced," said Willie Tanoto of Fitch Ratings.

While the government has called for control of inflation, which in August stood at 3.2%, it has not signalled any intention to slow credit growth.

Vietnam's stock market has continued surpassing its peak since June, while margin debt, which is money investors borrow to acquire assets, hit a record high exceeding $11 billion in the second quarter, according to Vietnamese broker DNSE, representing roughly 5% of the stock market capitalisation at the time.

"High economic growth is important, but economic stability in the long term has even greater significance," said Cuong of Vietnam's Academy of Finance.
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                  Thai factory demand brisk as firms flee China                

                SET-listed developer WHA building new industrial parks in Thailand and Vietnam
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                          "Chinese companies want to sidestep high US tariffs by moving their factories out of the country," says Jareeporn Jarukornsakul, chief executive officer of WHA Corp Plc.                        

                                          

                  

                                WHA Corp, Thailand's biggest factory developer, is building new industrial parks in Thailand and Vietnam to meet demand from Chinese manufacturers rushing to relocate production abroad and dodge a US-China trade war.
Chinese electronic parts and appliance makers say they intend to shift production to Thailand and Vietnam, chief executive officer Jareeporn Jarukornsakul said.

"Chinese companies want to sidestep the high US tariffs by moving their factories out of the country," she said during a briefing on Thursday.

The company, whose clients include the Chinese carmakers BYD and Great Wall Motor, and the appliance maker Haier Smart Home, is accelerating land acquisition to meet the wave of factory relocations, according to Ms Jareeporn.

It is constructing six new projects in Thailand on about 4,000 acres, she said. WHA is also developing three new industrial complexes in Vietnam with a total area of 1,340 acres, she said.

Thailand is emerging as a beneficiary of escalating trade tensions with foreign direct investment surging as manufacturers look to sidestep the 30% US tariff on many Chinese products. Thai shipments to the US face a duty of 19%.

Countries like Thailand tout their strategic location, robust infrastructure and investment incentives to take advantage of shifting production.

SET-listed WHA operates 16 industrial complexes in Thailand and Vietnam, according to a company presentation.

The company is also receiving strong interest from data centre operators interested in setting up facilities in Thailand because of the country's steady supply of electricity, Ms Jareeporn said.

The developer's existing data centre customers include Google and Beijing Haoyang Cloud & Data Technology Co.

Data centre capacity in Thailand is expected to triple in the next three years as investments of about $6.5 billion pour into the sector, according to the Thai Data Center Association.
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                Sentiment expected to pick up if new Anutin government can deliver some quick wins
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a seventh consecutive month in August to its lowest level in 32 months amid concerns about a slow economic recovery, political instability and US tariffs, a survey showed on Thursday.
But sentiment could improve under the new government, said Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, which conducted the survey.

The university's consumer sentiment index fell to 50.1 in August from 51.7 in July, it said in a statement. The survey was conducted before the election of Anutin Charnvirakul as the country's new prime minister last week.

"Consumer confidence indices have continued to decline across the board, suggesting potential further drops if political stability falters and the economy fails to recover swiftly under government stimulus measures," Mr Thanavath told a press conference.

The new government's ability to deliver outstanding and tangible results would be key to reversing the decline in confidence, he said.

"The downward trend in consumer confidence could reverse next month, driven by a honeymoon period where everyone holds positive views and hope regarding Prime Minister Anutin," Mr Thanavath said. "We see this as optimistic."

Mr Anutin has signalled an intention to revive the struggling economy in his first cabinet appointments, and with his vow to revive the popular Khon La Khrueng co-payment stimulus scheme.

Southeast Asia's second-largest economy is projected to expand by 1.8% to 2.3% this year, according to the National Economic and Social Development Council. Last year's growth rate of 2.5% lagged regional peers considerably.

The United States has reduced its tariff on imported goods from Thailand to 19% from 36%, but there are still uncertainties relating to US tariffs on transshipments via Thailand from third countries.

Regarding global trade wars, Thailand should remain competitive, Mr Thanavath said. "The key concern lies with the baht, which should not become too strong."

The baht has strengthened 8% against the dollar so far this year, making it the second-best performer among Asian currencies.
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                Thailand also approached about buying Chinese aircraft
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                                The Malaysian low-cost airline AirAsia has shown strong interest in acquiring the Chinese C919 passenger jet, its executive said, as part of its strategy to tap into Southeast Asia's 700 million-strong population and capitalise on growing China-Asean business ties.
"We're in active discussions to buy the C919," Tony Fernandes, CEO of Capital A -- an investment holding company of AirAsia -- told the Belt and Road Summit in Hong Kong on Wednesday.

"We're the first foreign airline to be working with Comac [on a deal for the C919]," he added, referring to the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China (Comac) -- the state-owned manufacturer of the jet, which seats up to 192 passengers and has a flying range of up to 5,555 kilometres.

Fernandes did not disclose the potential order size, pricing or other details.

Interest in the single-aisle Chinese passenger aircraft, designed to compete with the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 series, has grown alongside the expansion of flight connections and economic ties within and between the Asean bloc and China.

Currently, 2,552 scheduled passenger flights operate weekly between China and Asean countries, up 8.3% from last year, data from China's civil aviation regulator showed.

Malaysian Transport Minister Anthony Loke previously said both budget carrier AirAsia and new airline Air Borneo were eyeing the C919, with growing air travel in the region and backlogs in Airbus and Boeing seen as drivers.

The C919 made its commercial debut in May 2023 and has since flown more than 1.5 million passengers. Three Chinese state-owned airlines -- Air China, China Eastern Airlines and China Southern Airlines -- operate a fleet of 18 and have placed hundreds of additional orders. But Comac has yet to secure any overseas orders for the aircraft.

As a first step to move beyond the domestic market, the company planned to have the C919 flying on commercial routes to Southeast Asia by 2026, according to a report by the Chinese media outlet Jiemian, citing Yang Yang, Comac's deputy general manager of marketing and sales.

"Asean is becoming like the European Union where it's easier to trade with common legislation, free trade zones [and it's] easy to move people around," Capital A's Fernandes said, noting that this benefited airlines like AirAsia.

Korthong Thongtham Na Ayutthaya, acting director of a Thai Eastern Economic Corridor division, said China had also approached Thailand about buying the Chinese aircraft. "They are just talking in the initial stages," he told the same Belt and Road Summit.


	Related story: Air Cambodia to become latest customer for China-made Comac planes
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                Hundreds of Korean workers heading home after raid on Hyundai battery plant in US
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                                SEOUL - South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said Thursday that a massive US immigration raid on a Hyundai-LG battery factory site was "bewildering" and could have a chilling effect on future investment.
Seoul is expecting hundreds of workers detained during last week's raid in the US state of Georgia to be released from detention on Thursday and flown back to South Korea.

Lee blamed the raid on "cultural differences" saying that in South Korea, American nationals teaching English while on a tourist visa was not seen as "a serious issue".

After the detentions, South Korean companies "can't help but question whether setting up a plant in the US is worth the potential risks," Lee said.

"This could have a significant impact on future investment decisions, particularly when evaluating the feasibility of direct operations in the US," he added.

South Korea is a staunch security ally and major investor for the United States, with its top companies pouring billions into developing factories and plants in America.

Many South Korean companies have relied on bringing in their own workforce during project development periods, with industry sources telling AFP it is common practice to use visa workarounds to bring in skilled labour and avoid project delays.

Lee said that for South Korean companies "when setting up facilities, equipment and factories, skilled technicians are essential".

"Someone has to install the machinery, and the necessary workforce simply doesn't exist locally in the US," he said, adding that the companies had long relied on bringing in their engineers for short-term periods to train local workers.

"But now, even that basic request is being rejected," he said.

Handcuff shock

Lee said Seoul was negotiating with Washington "to ensure that visa issuance for investment-related purposes operates normally".

This could include "securing additional quotas" or even creating a new visa category, he said, adding that he trusted the "US side will find a solution".

"But under the current circumstances, Korean companies will have little choice but to hesitate about making direct investments in the US," he added.

South Koreans made up the majority of the 475 people arrested at the Hyundai-LG battery plant under construction last week, according to immigration agents.

The operation was the largest single-site raid conducted since US President Donald Trump launched a sweeping immigration crackdown, a top political priority since he returned to office in January.

The raid came less than a month after Trump welcomed Lee to the White House.

Images of the South Korean workers being chained and handcuffed have caused widespread alarm, and Seoul has said it negotiated to make sure the workers were not handcuffed again as they were repatriated.

The raid highlights lopsided priorities in the Trump administration, which is "actively bringing in large-scale production facilities while neglecting to train local workers," said Kim Dae-jong, professor of business at Sejong University.

"As a result, South Koreans are having to train the local workforce. Logically, the two sides' workers should be allowed to work together, not be hindered from doing so," he told AFP.

But Cho Dong-geun, professor emeritus of economics at Myongji University warned that South Korean companies had long been aware of the visa problems.

"It is regrettable that there was no earlier intervention to address these matters in response to President Trump's anti-immigration agenda, as it should have been acted on more swiftly."

The repatriation was briefly delayed by Trump asking whether the workers should remain stateside, a Seoul foreign ministry official in Washington said.

However, South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Hyun said that "given the workers' shock and exhaustion, it would be best for them to return home first and then re-enter the US for work later".

President Lee said the workers were "scheduled to depart the detention facility at 3pm Seoul time today" and would be brought home on a chartered flight, expected to arrive on Friday.
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                                SEOUL/BEIJING - Air Cambodia said it could buy up to 20 Chinese-made C909 regional jets, adding Cambodia to a growing list of Southeast Asian customers of China's state-owned planemaker Comac, which is seeking to sell its aircraft globally.
Flag carrier Air Cambodia and the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China (Comac) both said on Tuesday they had signed a memorandum of understanding in China for 10 confirmed C909 orders, with the option to purchase 10 more.

Comac is developing its own commercial jets to compete with dominant planemakers Airbus and Boeing, but has yet to strike deals outside of China and China-friendly countries in Southeast Asia.

Its narrow-body C919, which is intended to compete against the popular Airbus A320neo and Boeing 737 MAX models, is currently operated only by Chinese carriers.

However, Comac has placed its older and smaller C909 regional jet with airlines in Indonesia, Vietnam and Laos, as stepping stones into foreign markets, and signed orders for both models with an airline in Brunei.

Lao Airlines this month took delivery of its second C909 and started flying the model cross-border to the Thai capital Bangkok. Comac has also proposed taking a majority stake in Laos' debt-troubled national carrier.

Cambodia is a close ally of China, and its King Norodom Sihamoni attended China's largest-ever military parade in Beijing last week.

"The two parties will collaborate closely on aircraft delivery, operational support, and industry development," Comac said in its statement.

The C909, previously branded as the ARJ21, seats up to 90 people and is China's first jet-powered plane to reach commercial production. It entered service in 2016.

No details were given on when the aircraft would be delivered. Air Cambodia did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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                                A high-ranking Cambodian official said on Wednesday that China's Belt and Road Initiative - an infrastructure-focused strategy to accelerate regional trade - has, contrary to claims that the plan creates a "debt trap" for struggling nations, supported his country's economic development.
In a keynote speech delivered to an audience of hundreds at the Belt and Road Summit in Hong Kong, Deputy Prime Minister Sun Chanthol said the roads, airport, expressway and a future canal - projects funded by China under the auspices of the initiative - have been a boon to the people of Cambodia.

"The Belt and Road Initiative is not a debt trap. I repeat, it's not a debt trap," Chanthol said. "On the contrary, it is a lifeline for [our] social and economic development. It is a strategic investment towards Cambodia's long-term future."

In a similar vein, Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged to work with all parties and continue to build an "open world economy" in a letter to this year's China International Fair for Trade in Services.

"The global economic landscape is undergoing profound changes, with both challenges and opportunities facing global development," he said in the letter, according to a Wednesday report from state news agency Xinhua.

"China will remain steadfast in expanding high-level opening-up, actively align with international economic and trade rules and steadily advance the opening of its service market to promote high-quality growth in the services trade."

The phrase "debt-trap diplomacy", coined in 2017 and eventually getting a mention in a speech by then-US vice-president Mike Pence, entered the public consciousness after Western media outlets reported on Sri Lanka's difficulties repaying loans disbursed for the construction of a seaport. To settle the debt, the port was leased for 99 years to a state-affiliated Chinese company.

Detractors of the initiative - and China's development finance in general - began using the term to deter countries from entering into infrastructure agreements with Chinese firms, prompting rebukes from Beijing.

While the government appeared to scale back its ambitions for the initiative in 2023, stating a preference for "small but beautiful" projects, recent data suggests more resources have been allocated under the plan, particularly in Central Asia.

Cambodia's partnership with China over the past decade has led to improvements for 3,000 kilometres of national roads, the building of 16 major bridges and a modern airport serving the millions who visit the landmark Angkor Wat temple every year, Chanthol said.

Farmers and students in the relatively impoverished country have also benefited, he added, particularly from new or renovated roads.

A 187km expressway from the capital of Phnom Penh to the coastal city of Sihanoukville has cut travel time from five to two hours since it opened in 2022, said Chanthol, also a former minister of public works and transport.

The deputy prime minister added that the US$1.7 billion, 180km Funan Techo Canal from Phnom Penh to the Gulf of Thailand will reduce shipping costs and distances. After its opening, the canal is expected to ease Cambodia's reliance on Vietnamese seaports for trade.

Both the expressway and the canal were projects undertaken within the initiative's framework.

"These are not abstract terms," Chanthol said. "They touch the lives of ordinary Cambodians every day."

In addition to their links under the initiative, China is Cambodia's top foreign investor and a major trading partner following decades of close diplomatic relations.
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        Jail stay could be short
        As the public welcomed the Supreme Court ruling against Thaksin Shinawatra on Tuesday for violating the terms of his incarceration, the question remains as to whether the spiritual leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party would benefit from a home detention programme that could see his one-year prison term cut short.

      

      
        Indonesian democracy on brink
        Less than 11 months into his term, Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto faces a stark choice. He can be remembered either as a leader whose presidency was defined by public anger and discontent, or as one who recognised the challenges facing his country and acted in the national interest.

      

      
        From FDI to homegrown growth
        For decades, Thailand has leaned heavily on foreign direct investment (FDI) as the engine of growth. That strategy once delivered jobs and exports, but today it yields diminishing returns. Inflows are volatile, competitiveness is slipping, and dependence on external capital leaves the economy vulnerable to global shocks. Thailand must change course.

      

      
        Court backs fairness
        The focus of the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions ruling on the "14th-floor saga" should not be seen as merely marking Thaksin Shinawatra's final fall from grace.

      

      
        Dollar haven status may always have been a mirage
        The dollar's sharp drop in April during a burst of tariff-related financial stress called into question what many had assumed to be its critical function as a safety trade. Some now wonder whether that haven status was ever truly warranted.

      

      
        Why cattle matter in the Thai economy
        The milk in your morning coffee. The beef in your favourite menu. Both come from small Thai farms now struggling to survive.

      

      
        Act now as Suu Kyi is gravely ill
        Just days ago, Kim Aris, the youngest son of 80-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi, told The Independent that his mother -- Myanmar's imprisoned democracy leader and Nobel Peace Laureate -- is gravely ill with worsening heart disease.

      

      
        Five pledges will shape Anutin's time as premier
        Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the flexible Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), who officially became prime minister after royal endorsement on Sunday, faces tremendous challenges as head of the national government.

      

      
        PM's chance to clear the air
        On Friday, with the country fixated on the picking of a new prime minister and the ensuing political developments, parliament also made another positive move. It adopted a Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) bill in its first reading.

      

      
        Is genocide being redefined just to indict Israel?
        There is a raging global debate about whether Israel's actions in Gaza qualify as genocide. The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines the offence as "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such". The convention then enumerates incriminating acts, starting with "killing...
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																As the public welcomed the Supreme Court ruling against Thaksin Shinawatra on Tuesday for violating the terms of his incarceration, the question remains as to whether the spiritual leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party would benefit from a home detention programme that could see his one-year prison term cut short.
The regulation on home detention, or incarceration outside jail -- an initiative of the former Prayut Chan-o-cha administration -- was enacted by the administration of recently axed prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra in March.

At the surface, the programme aims to ease the chronic overcrowding at state prisons, but cynics view its introduction as little more than a ploy to help Thaksin when he returned from exile in August 2023, and also a means to benefit his sister Yingluck, another fugitive former premier, who is apparently planning her homecoming. She was found guilty of dereliction of duty over the rice-pledging scheme and fled the country in 2014.

Tuesday's verdict does not end with Thaksin being sent to prison. Those who helped facilitate his protracted stay at a luxury prison hospital, thus allowing him to avoid serving time behind bars, will also have to face the music, including the chief of the Corrections Department and medical personnel at both the Corrections Department hospital and the Police General Hospital (PGH).

The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has rolled up its sleeves and is preparing to take those involved to task, based on the verdict. Previously, the Medical Council of Thailand suspended the medical licences of two doctors at PGH.

Thaksin's return to jail and the threat of penalties for those who aided and abetted him will, however, deter officials from bending the law to make him eligible for the home detention programme. As of now, there are no clear details about the regulation. The Corrections Department worked on the details of the places to be designated for outside jail incarceration. Each province will assign appropriate venues for eligible inmates.

But the basic eligibility conditions are as follows: available for first-time convicts with prison terms of less than four years; they must suffer from severe incurable illnesses, require close and continuous medical treatment, or need special care, and cannot live independently without help from other people. Applicants must submit medical certificates, signed by two doctors, and are required to wear an electronic monitoring device at all times.

Some reports claim Thaksin may attempt to cite illness as a reason for applying. Others believe his abrupt flight to Dubai last week was to obtain a medical certificate for his lung illnesses to make him eligible for the programme. However, Thaksin has other options. If he chooses not to cite any illness to join the programme, there are other ways to have his prison term truncated. According to prison rules, inmates who show good behaviour and who have completed one-third of their sentence can seek a royal pardon. The next chance for this is on Dec 5.

While it's unclear if Thaksin will apply for home detention, the new justice minister, after being sworn in, must quickly quell any public suspicion about the programme and spell out how to make it more transparent, especially with regard to eligibility, to ensure fairness for all.
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																Less than 11 months into his term, Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto faces a stark choice. He can be remembered either as a leader whose presidency was defined by public anger and discontent, or as one who recognised the challenges facing his country and acted in the national interest.
The anti-government protests sweeping Indonesia over the past two weeks are not fleeting outbursts but the culmination of long-suppressed grievances against abuses of power, the erosion of constitutional norms, and the violation of basic human rights. The protesters are not seeking an apology or even sympathy from the president; they demand the chance to live a decent life in which their dignity and human rights are respected and upheld.

Prabowo's administration has set its sights on making the country the world's fourth-largest economy by 2045 -- a goal that would require sustained annual growth of 8%. But with 68% of Indonesia's population living below the poverty line for upper-middle-income countries, such ambitions mean little if millions of citizens remain trapped in poverty and hardship.

Indonesians have experienced rapid growth before, most notably during the long dictatorship of Suharto (1967-98), Prabowo's former father-in-law. Given that history, they know that lasting and inclusive development gains depend on political and social reform, not strongman rule.

Blaming previous administrations or consolidating power among key parties -- which may provide short-term stability but weakens democratic resilience -- will not absolve the current government of responsibility for its decisions today. What Indonesia needs are concrete measures to reduce poverty, create employment opportunities, and restore trust in government.

To heal the country's deepening social fractures, policymakers must focus on four urgent priorities. First, they must enforce the separation of powers and eliminate conflicts of interest. Democracy flourishes only when the executive, legislative, and judicial branches operate independently, yet in Indonesia, power remains heavily concentrated. Many political parties operate as family-run enterprises, with leaders holding executive roles or wielding outsize influence across institutions. This concentration fosters a culture of impunity and erodes public trust.

Clear ethics rules are essential. Public officials -- including the president, cabinet members, and parliamentary leaders -- should not hold party posts, positions in state-owned enterprises (SOEs), and private-sector jobs simultaneously. Eliminating these overlaps would reduce corruption, ensure that policies serve citizens rather than private or partisan interests, and bolster the credibility of Indonesia's democratic institutions.

Second, fiscal transparency is critical to delivering better-targeted social assistance and accelerating SOE reform. For two decades, Indonesia's tax-to-GDP ratio has stagnated at 10-12%. While the 2026 budget projects revenues totaling 12% of GDP, early 2025 figures are lagging this target - a shortfall worsened by a decline in commodity revenues.

At the same time, budget pressures continue to mount, underscoring the need for fiscal discipline. The government's Free Nutritious Meals programme is a prime example. Though well-intentioned, it is prohibitively expensive, with a budget of 171 trillion rupiahs (US$10.3 billion or 327.5 billion baht) that is expected to rise to 335 trillion rupiahs in 2026. A more effective approach would be to pilot the programme in five underserved regions, at a cost of no more than five trillion rupiahs, while engaging with local communities. The remaining funds could be used to support teachers, health professionals, and waste-management workers, or finance programs that deliver tangible benefits to low- and middle-income households.

Similarly, the new Danantara sovereign-wealth fund, with its 300 trillion rupiah budget, is unnecessary. With public debt at 41% of GDP, new borrowing should be directed towards productive investment rather than bureaucratic expansion. Reforming existing SOEs would be cheaper, faster, and more effective. While consolidation has reduced the number of SOEs from 118 in 2018 to 64 in 2024, the state still dominates sectors ranging from banking to hospitality, crowding out small enterprises.

Third, civil authority must be strengthened to curb military interference. Military or police intervention in civilian affairs tends to undermine democratic institutions. In Indonesia, where the military continues to wield significant political influence, preserving clear boundaries is particularly important. That means codified institutional checks, stronger civilian oversight, and strict adherence to human-rights norms. Without these safeguards, Indonesia risks sliding towards the instability seen in Myanmar or in parts of Latin America and Africa.

Lastly, the long-delayed Asset Recovery Bill (RUU Perampasan Aset), which would empower the state to reclaim disproportionate wealth without waiting for a criminal conviction, must be enacted. Crucially, its aim is not to seize assets arbitrarily but to ensure that stolen public assets are restored to their rightful owners -- the people. First drafted in 2008 and submitted to parliament in 2012, the bill has languished for nearly two decades, enabling corrupt actors to plunder public resources with impunity.

By establishing a civil process for recovering unexplained wealth (in rem asset recovery), the law fulfills Indonesia's obligations under the United Nations Convention Against Corruption and shows that the government stands with citizens in fighting abuses of power. If Prabowo channels this recovered wealth into education, health care, and social programs, he could leave a truly transformative legacy.

Indonesia's leadership can choose to deepen repression, or it can take a different path and strengthen democratic governance. Prabowo's legacy will not be measured by electoral margins but by whether his government respects human rights, improves health care and education, and creates more good jobs. He can be remembered as the president who presided over Indonesia's largest protests since Suharto, or he can be celebrated as a leader who delivered political, social, and economic justice. The choice is his. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Lili Yan Ing, Secretary General of the International Economic Association, is Lead Adviser for the Southeast Asian region at the Economic Research Institute for Asean and East Asia.
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																For decades, Thailand has leaned heavily on foreign direct investment (FDI) as the engine of growth. That strategy once delivered jobs and exports, but today it yields diminishing returns. Inflows are volatile, competitiveness is slipping, and dependence on external capital leaves the economy vulnerable to global shocks. Thailand must change course.
Thailand's wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few families, yet millions of citizens stand ready to contribute. That concentration -- paired with a willingness to shoulder a fair share -- creates a once-in-a-generation chance to escape the middle-income trap.

A practical way forward is a national development fund mobilising contributions from the ultra-rich, the prosperous, and ordinary citizens. If Thailand's top 100 billionaires each pledged just 1% of their fortunes, and 10 million Thais voluntarily contributed 500 baht a month, the country could raise approximately 85 billion baht per year (US$2.6 billion).

That would rival many government programmes without being trapped in budget cycles or political horse-trading. The fund would not replace the state; it would complement it, backing projects that unlock potential, improve productivity, and expand opportunity.

The fund must be built on clear principles. Contributors should have no claim to influence or control; a donation is not a licence to steer policy. Money should be managed independently, transparently, and professionally by a compact board with citizen oversight. Every baht that flows in and out should be published in open data; every project should have measurable targets and public dashboards.

For example, Georgia's HOPE scholarship in the United States was successful because lottery proceeds were ring-fenced for education, rather than being pooled into a general budget -- a mistake that caused many other states' schemes to falter.

Other countries offer even stronger lessons. Singapore transformed compulsory domestic savings into world-class housing, healthcare, and retirement systems.

South Korea in the 1960s and 1970s mobilised thrift to build schools, skills, and infrastructure, laying the foundation for its export success. Estonia, a pioneer in digital governance, proved that radical transparency can turn scepticism into trust and ensure every contribution serves the public good.

What these countries shared was the ability to finance their own transformation. Each propelled growth not by waiting for foreign investors, but by harnessing resources at home.

Just as critical is the human side of development.

Thailand cannot grow if its workforce is weakened by drug addiction and untreated mental health problems. Scaling up evidence-based prevention and treatment will raise labour-force participation, reduce crime, and strengthen families.

This is not a call for punitive crackdowns; it is a call for public-health measures. School- and community-based prevention programmes should be expanded; counselling and rehabilitation services should be available without long waits; and workplace support should help people stay employed while they recover

Investment should also target bottleneck infrastructure with fast, measurable returns, especially where small sums unlock big gains. Cold-chain logistics can reduce spoilage and improve farm-gate incomes.

Irrigation networks -- both small-scale community systems and the rehabilitation of existing canals -- can expand production in drought-prone areas. Digital connectivity in underserved provinces will narrow the opportunity gap: students will learn online without disadvantage, small firms will sell beyond their districts, and local innovators will plug into national and global supply chains.

Because credibility depends on clean governance, part of the fund should finance the systems that keep public spending honest. Open e-procurement should publish every tender, bid, contract, and delivery milestone in formats that citizens, journalists, and auditors can scrutinise.

Citizen-audit tools can crowd-check project progress against budgets and timelines, making graft far more difficult to conceal. Annual independent audits -- published in full -- must be non-negotiable. Clean governance is not an overhead; it is an investment in trust that pays for itself.

Even a modest stabilisation reserve is worth holding back, so the fund can cushion shocks in times of crisis. Whether the jolt comes from a global downturn, a natural disaster, or a commodity swing, a small buffer can prevent projects from stalling and protect essential programmes when they are needed most.

This is a social contract between citizens and the wealthy. Those who contribute (billionaires and the middle-class families alike) should see clear, measurable returns: fewer children harmed by drugs; shorter travel times and lower logistics costs; reliable water for farming; cheaper and faster internet for rural entrepreneurs; and an easier way to track every baht.

The payoff is not only moral but material: higher labour-force participation, stronger small-business formation, and broader regional growth.

The politics are not insurmountable. The ultra-rich already donate generously to hospitals, universities, and charities; a well-designed national fund channels a portion of that giving into a transparent, high-impact vehicle with clear priorities.

Ordinary citizens already give to temples, community causes, and family networks; a small, voluntary contribution would formalise that spirit of mutual support on a national scale.

With the right architecture, nobody buys influence, and nobody is shut out.

Sceptics will say such funds fail. They do when captured by politics or starved of transparency. Thailand can mitigate those risks by ring-fencing inflows, publishing data, establishing independent oversight, and concentrating spending on interventions with verifiable outcomes. Start modestly, evaluate relentlessly, and scale up what works.

Above all, success depends on leadership. Mobilising capital is not only a matter of technical design; it requires leaders with compassion, vision, and political will. The great transformations of Singapore, South Korea, and Estonia were not automatic -- they were guided by leaders who inspired trust and made bold choices.

Thailand's leaders must now rise to this challenge: to design, safeguard, and champion a national fund that converts inequality into opportunity.

This is Thailand's choice: keep leaning on foreign direct investment to save us, or choose homegrown growth by mobilising our own wealth and will to invest in people and productivity. Building shared prosperity together is not a slogan; it is a plan we can begin now -- one pledge, one project, and one verified outcome at a time.
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																The focus of the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions ruling on the "14th-floor saga" should not be seen as merely marking Thaksin Shinawatra's final fall from grace.
Primarily, the court's ruling should be welcomed by Thai society and those who seek to uphold justice in the kingdom. The verdict that found Thaksin and officials and medical doctors guilty of violating jail sentence enforcement sends a message that prison is not only reserved for poor and powerless people.

It's a verdict that states that anyone who abuses the justice system will not be tolerated.

It is the first time the Supreme Court has taken on a lawsuit regarding the enforcement of a jail sentence.

Typically, administrative bodies such as the Ministry of Justice and the Department of Corrections (DoC) are responsible for inspecting violations of jail terms and enforcing parole. Yet, the Justice Ministry and the Pheu Thai-led government were idle despite complaints and accusations of Thaksin's privileged treatment.

Indeed, the 14th-floor saga at the Police General Hospital (PGH) confirmed to many that there is a double standard in the Thai correctional system. It is an open secret that privileged prisoners, those with power and money, will get better treatment or even stay comfortably at an outside hospital.

The 14th-floor saga involving Thaksin is not the isolated case. Recently, PGH officials were also questioned by the National Human Rights Commission over the medical treatment and diagnosis provided to Vonnarat Tangkaravakoon, a defendant in an embezzlement scandal at Stark, who stayed in a private ward on the 14th floor for 29 days in May last year. The commissioners found irregularities and recommended that the Office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) investigate malfeasance.

Now the question is what must be done to prevent the phenomenon of privileged prisoners and make Thai justice respectable and fair for all.

First of all, the 14th floor saga must not end with the Supreme Court ruling, which has provided ample evidence for the NACC to pursue legal action against implicated individuals. The court found glaring violations of jail term enforcement at multiple levels, such as the fact that Thaksin did not spend a single night in jail. Meanwhile, it remains unclear whether he received a buzz cut like other new inmates.

Court documents showed that he was referred directly from Bangkok Remand Prison to the PGH. Regular intakes are required for a diagnosis and medical treatment, if the health condition is not serious, at COD's hospital, which is located just 200 metres away.

At PGH, Thaksin was not put in the emergency room like other inmates. He was taken to the penthouse ward on the 14th floor right away, according to the court's verdict.

The verdict further states that Thaksin was fully aware that he was not gravely ill and even interfered with the medical treatment provided by doctors.

Despite claims of severe heart disease and serious cervical spondylosis, Thaksin denied having an electrocardiogram or undergoing a medical operation to cure his cervical spondylosis. At PGH, Thaksin underwent an operation to heal a finger and a shoulder muscle.

Such blatant violations of jail enforcement must be addressed, and those responsible must be held accountable. If not, there will always be a double standard in the Thai prison system.
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																The dollar's sharp drop in April during a burst of tariff-related financial stress called into question what many had assumed to be its critical function as a safety trade. Some now wonder whether that haven status was ever truly warranted.
For much of the past 15 years, global investors have considered the dollar a natural hedge during economic and political shocks, allowing them to feel comfortable about amassing ever more US assets while leaving their currency exposure largely unhedged.

The argument was simple. If Wall Street took a plunge, it would drag most global assets down with it, but a countervailing surge in the dollar exchange rate would limit investors' losses on US stocks and bonds. But that didn't happen in March and April. As the S&P 500 fell by as much as 20%, the dollar index dropped 8%, prompting some soul-searching among investors and a wave of hedging. In turn, the US currency recorded its worst January to June performance in the entire floating exchange rate era that began in 1973.

Whether many asset managers and pension funds around the world still have currency hedges in the hundreds of billions of dollars to put in place remains a hot topic in foreign exchange circles.

But where did the confidence in the dollar's safe-haven status originate in the first place?

You can go all the way back to the Cold War, when a dash for dollars and gold was always assumed to be the knee-jerk investor response to geopolitical stress. That was driven by the dollar's dominance in Western world finance and offshore deposits alongside its role in maintaining the gold standard.

But the greenback's latest, most-celebrated safe-haven performance was during the banking crash of 2008. Even though US banks, mortgages, and credit markets were the epicentre of the global financial quake, the dollar still surged in value when it all came asunder.

The common assumption was that foreign investors dashed for US assets despite Wall Street's meltdown because of fears of contagion and global recession.

And yet analysis by former Treasury official Brad Setser, now a fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, casts doubt on that reasoning. He suggests the real cause of the 2008 dollar spike was a rapid unwind of dollar-funded currency carry trades used to exploit cross-border interest rate gaps.

Mr Setser dissects the balance of payments data from the time, concluding that overseas capital "unambiguously" flowed out of US markets as Lehman Brothers collapsed in late 2008.

Even if net foreign demand for Treasuries persisted, this came mostly from overseas central banks or investors shifting from other dollar assets like mortgage bonds. More broadly, Mr Setser found that foreign private money flowed out of the US banking system, shedding corporate and asset-backed bonds in droves.

The dollar bid came mostly from US investors seeking to repatriate cash from abroad, he reckons, much of which had been funding carry trades in emerging economies, as back then US interest rates had been relatively low for a long period leading up to the crisis.

"If the dollar rallied in 2008 not thanks to its reserve currency status but rather because the funding currencies in a carry trade tend to rally in a carry unwind ... investors should not assume that the dollar will rally in future instability," he wrote late last week.

"One thing is absolutely clear," he wrote. "The US is currently on the receiving side of most carry trades."

Given that US interest rates have been high all year relative to those in Europe, Japan, and China, Mr Setser may well be right. Although some currency analysts suggest that dollar-funded emerging market carry trades remain alive and well, the much bigger flows are likely between the major currency pairs, where the dollar is offering the juicier yield.

If the dollar's safety attributes in recent decades were largely a mirage, the implications are potentially profound.

That's especially true at a time when the US administration is seeking to reduce the dollar's historic "overvaluation" to support President Donald Trump's re-industrialisation agenda, while also pressuring the Federal Reserve to slash interest rates.

If foreign investors no longer believe in a dollar "safety net," that's bad news for the already damaged US "exceptionalism" theme, especially given that additional hedging costs will lower the expected returns in already expensive US markets. As Boston-based investment management firm GMO pointed out last month, much of the US equity market outperformance in the 15 years since the banking crisis was driven by dollar appreciation and multiple expansion. Take those away, and US companies' fundamental outperformance was more modest and essentially non-existent since 2019.

While it may seem odd to be revising some basic assumptions about one of the biggest financial crashes in history, some 17 years after the event, what it says about how the rest of the world views the dollar is crucial today.

We may have to await the next financial shock to truly test the thesis. Reuters 

Mike Dolan is Reuters Editor-at-Large for Finance & Markets.
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																The milk in your morning coffee. The beef in your favourite menu. Both come from small Thai farms now struggling to survive.
The cattle industry is the backbone of Thailand's rural economy. More than two million farming families depend on it, whether live animals, meat, or raw milk. The industry also supports a wider chain of industries, including feed crops, food processing, transport, local markets, and exports.

In short, the cattle industry is not marginal. Yet Thailand still lacks strong policies to protect it.

Amid global economic shifts, new farm technologies, and changing consumer tastes, the livelihoods of beef and dairy farmers hang in the balance. Policy action is needed, not only to help the farmers adapt to new challenges, but also to make the industry a key driver of the country's long-term economic growth.

Without it, these farmers risk being left behind.

Thai beef challenges

Thailand had around 9.6 million beef cattle as of June 2025, according to the Department of Livestock Development.

Most are raised in the Northeast and North by some 1.38 million smallholders who typically keep one to twenty animals. About 95% are native breeds or crossbreeds. Only 3% are fattened cattle, and 2% purebred. It's thus difficult for the sector to grow into a large-scale, competitive industry.

In 2024, Thailand produced about 220,000 tonnes of beef while demand reached 260,000 tonnes. The shortfall is filled by imports, especially premium beef.

Thanks to prior government support, the local beef cattle industry has a firm footing. The locally developed cattle breeds are suited to the local climate, disease-resistant, and produce quality meat.

In addition, the country has a complete supply chain, from breeding and fattening to slaughter and processing, with markets at every level from domestic to export. Live cattle exports, especially to Asean countries, China, and the Middle East, are also growing.

Despite these strengths, the industry faces many significant challenges.

For starters, the industry relies heavily on small, scattered farms. They struggle with high feed costs, limited access to finance, and unstable selling prices.

On top of that, outbreaks of foot-and-mouth and lumpy skin disease remain a threat, blocking Thailand from getting "disease-free" certification from the World Organisation for Animal Health. Without it, Thailand cannot fully tap export markets.

Smuggling of illegal cattle and beef continues to hurt local farmers, while local premium beef must compete with cheaper, high-quality imports from Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and Brazil.

What needs to be done?

A strong "Thai Beef" brand is also key to reaching premium buyers at home and overseas. At the same time, tighter anti-smuggling measures and an international disease-free status would open the way for more exports.

Strengthening Thailand's beef industry will take coordinated actions on several fronts. A national cattle ID system would make it easier to track animals, manage farms, and plan markets more efficiently.

Better breeding and modern farming methods are also crucial to cut costs, improve meat quality, and match consumer demand.

Farmer cooperatives need to be strengthened, too, since they boost bargaining power, encourage knowledge sharing, and make it easier to get loans. New selling channels, such as central online markets, live cattle auctions, and contract farming, can help keep prices steady.

A strong "Thai Beef" brand is also key to reaching premium buyers at home and abroad. At the same time, tighter anti-smuggling measures and an international "disease-free" status would open the door to more export opportunities.

Thai dairy challenges

Thailand has about 550,000 dairy cows producing over one million tonnes of raw milk annually, or an average of 2,818 tonnes a day. About 15,655 households are involved, most operating through cooperatives that improve efficiency and coordination.

Most milk goes into the government's school milk programmes or commercial products sold domestically. A smaller portion is exported to neighbouring countries.

Thanks to over 65 years of unceasing development, Thailand's dairy industry has remarkably improved cattle breeds and feed technology, resulting in high-quality milk with competitive prices.

Dairy farmers are highly skilled, and their cooperatives are strong, which further enhances production and market growth.

Urban demand is also rising steadily, driven by cafes and bakeries, now a booming business. Meanwhile, the milk markets in neighbouring countries continue to grow.

Still, there are many challenges to overcome.

First and foremost is the high cost of animal feed. The domestic demand depends heavily on school milk programmes, making it vulnerable to policy changes.

Competition also comes from cheaper imported products, which are often cheaper and of higher quality due to the producers' better technology and lower production costs. Another hurdle is the limited production of high-value dairy products such as cheese, butter, and cream.

The solutions are clear. Supporting farmer groups and cooperatives to reduce costs and improve efficiency. Training farmers and entrepreneurs to help them stay competitive and manage fluctuating costs. A modern data system tracking herd numbers, milk output, and quality to allow better management.

Boosting domestic demand is also essential. Supporting cafes, bakeries, and other food businesses that use milk can increase local consumption. Expanding free milk programmes to include the elderly and low-income populations would improve nutrition and raise local consumption.

Meanwhile, liberalising trade within Asean could open wider export opportunities for Thai dairy products.

The country's dairy industry is at a crossroads. Policy support is no longer optional. Investment in breeding, technology, cooperatives, and branding, along with stronger disease control and export strategies, is essential to keep it afloat.

Despite the challenges, Thailand's cattle industry can grow if the government tackles them head-on to save farmers and earn global trust. Whether the country's cattle industry will thrive or wither depends on how the government acts now.



Khanitha Pakinamhang is a Researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																Just days ago, Kim Aris, the youngest son of 80-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi, told The Independent that his mother -- Myanmar's imprisoned democracy leader and Nobel Peace Laureate -- is gravely ill with worsening heart disease.
Ms Suu Kyi is now in her fifth year of solitary confinement, the fourth time she has been detained by Myanmar's military rulers over the past three decades -- more than 20 years of her life stolen by generals who fear her popularity and moral authority.

In the hours that followed, Reuters, The Irrawaddy, the Democratic Voice of Burma, and other outlets amplified the alarm, underscoring the seriousness of her condition and the magnitude of this moment.

Let us not overlook the weight of those words. She must be freed. Not later, not after negotiations, not at some vague point of political transition -- but now.

The military has leaked word of her deteriorating health. Dictatorships are never transparent; they script their narratives carefully. I know this script: "We didn't kill her. Heart disease did."

Recently, her son told me directly that she has been experiencing severe chest and heart pains -- among the most foreboding of symptoms, requiring immediate and thorough medical examination. I say this as someone who has lived with heart disease myself, who has stared at the knife edge between life and death. I know that without immediate access to gold-standard cardiac care -- MRIs, CTA scans, echocardiograms, and consultation with world-class cardiologists -- survival is slim. A prison doctor's cursory visit is no treatment. It is a mockery.

This is how tyrants operate: they deny care, delay intervention, and then shrug at the inevitable. It is murder by neglect.

This is not simply news. It is a global emergency. Ms Suu Kyi has been held in windowless solitary confinement for nearly five years. She has endured house arrests, repeated imprisonments, and endless defamation campaigns. And now -- after decades of sacrifice -- the junta would have her die in a concrete cell, unseen, her voice silenced forever.

Meanwhile, Min Aung Hlaing has the audacity to announce a sham "election" expected to be held December this year and January next year. How obscene. Myanmar held a free and fair election in 2020. The people spoke overwhelmingly in favour of the National League for Democracy. The generals responded with tanks, bullets, and mass arrests. To call another election now, with the entire democratic leadership in prison, exile, or dead, is not only illegitimate. It is a grotesque parody of democracy.

And where is the world? Too often silent. Too often complicit through indifference -- or through profit. Arms dealers fuel the junta's killing machine. Oil and gas revenues keep the generals flush with cash. Governments issue statements of "concern" while quietly maintaining their trade.

The international press, too, has not been blameless. Major outlets repeated accusations against Ms Suu Kyi -- branding her complicit in crimes she neither condoned nor controlled. These distortions became headlines, and headlines hardened into dogma.

Yet the record tells a different story. The UN's fact-finding mission in 2018, the US State Department's investigations, and my eight years of on-the-ground research -- published in Burma's Voices of Freedom, a four-volume set of long-form interviews co-authored with my colleague Fergus Harlow -- reveal a far more complex and damning picture of military culpability.

Still, reputations were tarnished, narratives twisted, and Ms Suu Kyi was abandoned by many who once hailed her. In that abandonment, the generals found cover. Silence became complicity.

But this is not the hour to re-litigate old accusations. This is the hour to save a life.

The appeal must be universal. President Donald Trump. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. The European Union. Pope Leo XIV. His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Every parliamentarian from Ottawa to Oslo, from London to Canberra. Influencers, artists, musicians, athletes. Roger Waters of Pink Floyd. Julian Assange. World leaders, elders, Nobel laureates. Every voice counts. Every voice is needed.

The time for cautious statements and vague condemnations has passed. Ms Suu Kyi's son himself fears he cannot even confirm that his mother is alive. Imagine that: a son uncertain if his mother still breathes.

Decades ago, the Dalai Lama warned: "If we do not save Tibet now, there will be no Tibet to save." The same holds true for Myanmar today. Already, vast swaths of the country lie in ruins. Entire villages have been razed. The Rohingya have no homeland to return to. To delay is to condemn.

History has taught us -- from Srebrenica to Rwanda, from Gaza to Xinjiang -- that silence is complicity. Delay is death.

I speak not as a detached commentator but as someone who has lived much of my adult life in Myanmar -- first as a Buddhist monk in Rangoon, later as a journalist documenting human rights abuses until I was expelled and blacklisted by the regime. I have co-authored books with Ms Suu Kyi and long supported Myanmar's nonviolent struggle for democracy.

I have walked its streets, studied its Dhamma, shared meals with its poets and monks, and watched my friends -- U Tin Oo, U Win Tin, U Win Htein -- endure decades in prison, tortured yet unyielding. I have seen their courage. I have heard their laughter even in chains. That spirit still lives in every prisoner of conscience in Myanmar today.

And I will never forget Ms Suu Kyi's words: Use your freedom to support ours. That plea echoes louder today than ever.

As I write these words, I recall the anguish in a son's voice: "She must be freed." I hear her own words echoing from 1995: "Use your freedom to support ours."

The choice is before us. To heed the call. Or to betray it. Act now.



Alan Clements is author, human rights activist, investigative journalist, former Buddhist monk and co-author of 'Burma's Revolution of the Spirit: The Struggle for Democratic Freedom and Dignity'.
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																Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the flexible Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), who officially became prime minister after royal endorsement on Sunday, faces tremendous challenges as head of the national government.
Apart from having to tackle the Thai-Cambodian border dispute and address bread-and-butter issues, the new prime minister will face an unusual predicament of fulfilling five promises he made with the progressive People's Party (PP) in exchange for their support.

Two weeks ago, just after the Constitutional Court judges dismissed Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Mr Anutin succeeded in lobbying for support from the PP, which was the winner of the last election, gaining 143 votes in parliament to have him made the premier.

In accepting the PP's five demands, he even signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) outlining what they were, which focused more on parliamentary matters and the constitutional rewriting process.

The first condition requires Mr Anutin to dissolve the House within four months after delivering the government's policy statement to parliament.

This means the Anutin government is expected to dissolve the Lower House in January, with a national poll likely to be held in April next year, if it complies with the MoA.

The second condition is about the charter rewriting process. Mr Anutin's government must join hands with the PP in organising a public referendum on a constitutional amendment. The government must establish an elected assembly to draft a constitution. The referendum must be held no later than the date of the general election.

The third condition is that even if the charter court rules that a referendum is not required before amending the 2017 constitution, the new cabinet, together with the PP and the BJT, must expedite constitutional amendments to enable the drafting of a new charter by an elected assembly to be established during the term of the current House.

The fourth condition is that the BJT must refrain from manoeuvres to form a majority government.

The fifth condition is that PP, despite having 143 votes, will remain on the opposition benches, playing the role of opposition to keep the Anutin-led government on a leash. In short, Mr Auntin's government will be vulnerable as any censure debate could break it.

The biggest question is whether Mr Anutin can and will follow the MoA.

At this point, no one can make a prediction. Indeed, in general, who can predict the twists and turns of Thai politics?

Amid all this, political observers have raised questions about BJT's credibility.

Especially as Mr Anutin, several years ago, stated in a TV interview that he would never work with the Move Forward Party (MFP), which supported amending the 112 Criminal Code; yet, now he is seeking support from the PP, which is an offshoot of the MFP.

Critics and pundits will closely monitor the charter rewriting process.

However, I believe he will gain increased support in the next election if he can stay true to his word -- without manipulation or bending the five commitments he made with the PP merely to prolong his hold on power beyond the four months, regardless of the reason.

Moreover, those who have never voted for the BJT may begin to reconsider and could potentially cast their votes for the party in the next election. His cabinet looks promising with luminaries from the private sector and civil officials.

Suppose Mr Anutin can successfully address the country's longstanding problems, especially the Thai-Cambodian border conflict and the bread-and-butter issues -- in that case, he will find himself in good standing with the Thai public.

Amid this, he must demonstrate to the public that he will not interfere in the ongoing investigations over the Khao Kradong land encroachment in Buri Ram and the issue of alleged collusion in the Senate election.

Members and personalities with links to the BJT have been accused of involvement in both counts.

Any attempts to interfere with or manipulate these cases for personal gain will be closely monitored and publicly addressed.

Mr Anutin must fully recognise the PP's cooperation and sacrifices in seeking solutions for the country during this time of crisis -- politically, economically, and socially.

I hope that he will not let the PP's intentions go to waste during the four-month period in which he serves in the government.

During that time, Mr Anutin must work to the best of his ability to be worthy of the trust and opportunity the 14 million voters of the PP and 311 MPs have given him.

Anucha Charoenpo is News Editor of the Bangkok Post.
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									PM's chance to clear the air								
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																On Friday, with the country fixated on the picking of a new prime minister and the ensuing political developments, parliament also made another positive move. It adopted a Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) bill in its first reading.
Lawmakers voted, with 434 votes in favour to four no votes and four abstentions, to accept the bill for further reading. A subcommittee of 39 lawmakers, officials, and experts will scrutinise the bill ahead of its second and third readings before the Lower House is dissolved sometime before the end of the year.

If lawmakers object or dawdle, however, the bill might have to start all over again.

The PRTR bill was first conceived two decades ago by environmental groups, including Ecological Alert and Recovery -- Thailand (Earth) and ENLaw. Together, the environmental groups initiated the drafting process. Indeed, the PRTR bill was first tabled during the government of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha. However, it was shot down because that government and related ministers did not throw their full weight behind it.

The current draft has been updated to focus on environmental data disclosure. Greenpeace Thailand recently launched a public campaign, which earned 12,165 signatures, to have this legislation put back into the parliamentary process.

The PRTR, if adopted, will provide a nationwide database on what, where, how much and who is causing emissions so that air pollution can be addressed at its root causes. The PRTR will also make all the information public.

This will enable the government, ministries, and the private sector to make more informed decisions when considering new projects, while the public at large can identify the source of their pollution and work to solve the problem at its core.

Right now, air pollution is not being tackled properly.

Thailand has regulations on industrial emissions that set standards for exhaust fumes from factory chimneys for various pollutants, including sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, and volatile organic compounds.

In reality, the data disclosure is by convenient agreement between the business sector and responsible government agencies. A lack of public access makes it hard to hold the culprits to account.

That may explain why governments have consistently failed to tackle factory emissions or the recent PM2.5 air pollution. Without quality data, governments and ministries often point fingers at obvious targets, such as fire forests, as a cause of PM2.5, which lets other considerable polluters in the industrial sector off the hook.

There is now hope that lawmakers will make the PRTR a priority. It cannot go without saying that the bill will not survive without full support from the new government and new environmental minister who, under the bill, will be its main enforcer.

On Wednesday, our new prime minister insisted that his short-term government can and will make a difference by passing new and useful laws.

Now is Anutin Charnvirakul's chance to make his first step towards leaving a lasting legacy by supporting clean-air legislation that could be a turning point in the country's battle to regain its blue skies.
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									Is genocide being redefined just to indict Israel?								
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																There is a raging global debate about whether Israel's actions in Gaza qualify as genocide. The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines the offence as "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such". The convention then enumerates incriminating acts, starting with "killing members of the group".
Of course, such acts already constitute distinct crimes, including war crimes and crimes against humanity. What makes them genocidal is the "intent to destroy", which is easy to allege but difficult to prove in a court of law.

Moreover, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has ruled that genocidal intent must be "the only inference that could reasonably be drawn from the acts in question". This high standard of proof is what sets genocide apart from other crimes committed in wartime. The uniquely evil intention is what makes it the "crime of crimes".

Of all the massacres committed in human history, the academic consensus about instances of known genocide applies to fewer than a dozen cases. Thus, it would be particularly shocking if Israelis -- given the role the Shoah (Holocaust) played in their own history -- were to join such a mercifully small group of perpetrators.

In this context, expert opinion is very important. Many have been waiting for the International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) to weigh in on the matter, and on Sept 1, it published a resolution doing so. Endorsed by 86% of IAGS members who decided to cast a vote, the document is unambiguous: "Israel's policies and actions in Gaza meet the legal definition of genocide."

But this hardly settles the matter, because the IAGS appears not to have held a debate about the central question of intent. Instead, the resolution defers to the opinion of other institutions and organisations that have taken positions on the issue. It is as if the International Genetics Federation voted to endorse the idea that acquired traits are heritable not by presenting arguments for the questionable claim, but simply by quoting others who already endorse the idea.

This omission becomes more understandable when we learn from Sara Brown, a two-term member of the IAGS's advisory board, that there was no internal debate about the text. It was simply presented for approval, and, according to the BBC, only 28% of the group's 500-odd members even participated in the vote. Moreover, while we do not know the identities of those who voted, IAGS does not require academic credentials for membership. Artists, activists, and others can also join.

Even though the resolution was passed by a minority of IAGS members whose academic qualifications are unknown, most media coverage of the document omits these ambiguities, preferring a narrative in which a global community of genocide scholars finds Israel guilty of committing a genocide.

But under the UN definition of genocide, it is all but impossible to reach such a conclusion, and Israel's critics have admitted as much. For example, in declaring Israel guilty of genocide, Amnesty International concedes that the current definition is "an overly cramped interpretation of international jurisprudence and one that would effectively preclude a finding of genocide in the context of an armed conflict".

Similarly, the Israeli human-rights group B'Tselem has deemed the legal definition too "narrow". And the government of Ireland, joining the case that South Africa brought against Israel at the ICJ, is saying that it is "concerned" that a "narrow interpretation of what constitutes genocide" leads to a "culture of impunity in which the protection of civilians is minimised".

In other words, critics say that if it is not possible to declare Israel guilty of genocide under international law, the definition should be modified to accommodate that charge. Is this not exactly the kind of issue that the relevant academic community should address? Apparently, the IAGS thinks not. Instead, it says that Israel's "indiscriminate and deliberate attacks against civilians" in Gaza have "killed more than 59,000 adults and children". But even if one accepts this estimate, it assumes that none of the dead were combatants -- as if Hamas did not exist.

The IAGS resolution also claims that the ICJ has found "that it is plausible that Israel is committing genocide in its attack in Gaza". Yet according to the BBC, "Joan Donoghue, the president of the ICJ at the time of that ruling, said ... that this was not what the court had ruled." Instead, "the purpose of the ruling was to declare that South Africa had a right to bring its case against Israel and that Palestinians had 'plausible rights to protection from genocide' -- rights which were at a real risk of irreparable damage".

In other words, what passes as an airtight academic assessment is based in part on provable falsehoods and absurdities. This would be scandalous enough if it were confined to the IAGS. But, sadly, the resolution will probably be accepted as a dispositive expression of informed scholarly opinion.

Were that to happen, the pressure to redefine genocide would grow, with far-reaching implications for any conflict involving preventable civilian casualties. The Allied bombing of German and Japanese cities during World War II would suddenly become genocide, and the war itself could be deemed genocidal by both sides. Meanwhile, recognised cases -- from the Armenian genocide (1915-16) and the Holocaust to the Rwanda genocide in 1994 -- would lose all specificity, each becoming just another atrocity among many.

That would be the unavoidable price paid for redefining genocide to fit the IAGS resolution. But would accepting its conclusion -- one endorsed only by a narrow cohort of its members -- deepen our understanding of what constitutes genocide? And is such a price worth paying for unfairly indicting Israel for the crime of all crimes? (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Konstanty Gebert is a Polish journalist, former anti-Communist activist, and the author of 14 books on Polish, Jewish, and international affairs.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3101176/is-genocide-being-redefined-just-to-indict-israel



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

      Travel

      
        
          	
            Opinion
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Leisure
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Leisure

      
        
          	
            Travel
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      
        
          	
            Leisure
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Auto
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

      Auto

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Life
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

      Life

      
        Asia's largest sustainable gastronomy event launches in November
        Terra Madre, the global gathering created by Slow Food and known for its biennial Terra Madre Salone del Gusto event in Turin, Italy, will hold its first-ever regional edition in Asia and Pacific in Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, from Nov 19-23.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Sept 11-17
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        China punishes popular app for 'trivial' content
        China's internet regulator said on Thursday it had ordered "warnings and strict punishment" to bosses at the popular social media app Xiaohongshu over its online content, slamming "trivial" and "negative" posts.

      

      
        French lawmakers urge 'digital curfew' for teens
        PARIS - Children under 15 in France should be banned entirely from using social media, and those aged between 15 and 18 should face a nighttime "digital curfew", a French parliamentary committee urged on Thursday.

      

      
        Artist rewinds youth through childhood stories
        Art lovers are invited to witness works created from imagination and lived experience during "Grow &amp; Glow", which is running at RCB Galleria 5, 3rd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until Sept 28.

      

      
        Thai food innovation is served
        The capabilities and potential of Thai food producers will be showcased at two of Asia's largest food and functional food exhibitions, which will take place at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, from Sept 17-19.

      

      
        Bangkok set to transform into an open-air museum for 'Krung Thep Creative Streets'
        Bangkok will be transformed into a vibrant open-air museum during "Krung Thep Creative Streets", which will take place from Sept 15-21.

      

      
        Z Fold 7: A smooth and elegant transition from bar type phones
        The Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 has been out on Thai markets for about 2 months and has remained as one of the thinnest and most premium folding phones at the present. But competition has been fierce, with many Chinese phone companies releasing their top-of-the-line folding phones just lately, how is it holding up compared other folding phones in 2025?

      

      
        Go Hotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport opens end of the year
        Go Hotel will open its first flagship "GO Hotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport" at the end of this year.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 10-16
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        
          	
            Auto
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Tech
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Asia's largest sustainable gastronomy event launches in November

									Philippines to host the first-ever Terra Madre Asia & Pacific
								

									Terra Madre, the global gathering created by Slow Food and known for its biennial Terra Madre Salone del Gusto event in Turin, Italy, will hold its first-ever regional edition in Asia and Pacific in Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, from Nov 19-23.
									[image: ]

Under the theme "From Soil To Sea: A Slow Food Journey Through Tastes And Traditions", Terra Madre Asia & Pacific (TMAP) will bring together farmers, fishers, indigenous leaders, chefs, cooks, academics, youth and cultural advocates to celebrate food biodiversity and advance sustainable food systems rooted in tradition, fairness and care for the environment. The five-day event will take place at the Provincial Capitol Lagoon and will feature 2,000 delegates from more than 20 countries, including India, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Thailand and the Pacific Island nations.

Starting with the next edition, the event will be held every two years. TMAP 2025 marks the designation of Bacolod City as the Center For Sustainable Gastronomy and Negros Occidental as the Organic Capital of the Philippines, an evolution of the Terra Madre Visayas events, hosted in 2023 and 2024. Modelled after the long-running Terra Madre Salone del Gusto in Italy, the regional edition is designed to highlight the culinary traditions and food systems of Asia-Pacific while connecting them to the wider global movement.

Thematic areas and highlights

* Foodways Exhibition: A centrepiece showcasing four iconic staples -- rice of Southeast Asia, spices of South Asia, soy of East Asia and taro of Australia and the Pacific Islands. Through interactive displays and storytelling, visitors will see how these foods shape cultural identity and biodiversity.

* Education Pavilion: Programmes for children and adults centred on taste education and sensory experiences, helping participants understand biodiversity and make informed food choices.

[image: ]

* Slow Food Coffee Coalition: An interactive journey from farm to cup, with tastings, workshops and stories highlighting the region's coffee traditions and the push for fair and transparent practices.

[image: ]

* House of Slow Food: A central hub introducing the philosophy of Slow Food and its global and regional projects.

* Public Talks and conferences: Open forums where farmers, indigenous leaders, cooks, youth, and policy makers discuss issues such as climate resilience, food justice and sustainable agriculture.

* Terra Madre Kitchen and Taste Workshops: Guided tastings, chef collaborations and cooking demonstrations showcasing regional ingredients and techniques.

[image: ]

* Slow Drinks, Market and Street Food: Spaces dedicated to organic farmers, producers, sustainable drinks and diverse regional street foods. These will highlight local ingredients while also featuring the Ark of Taste, Slow Food's international online catalogue of endangered heritage ingredients that are sustainably produced, unique in taste, and rooted in distinct eco-regions. 

[image: ]

* Community Kitchen: A communal dining area where representatives from all 61 barangays of Bacolod will cook and share traditional dishes, turning the event into a living expression of local heritage. The event also introduces a distinct visual identity inspired by archipelagic landscapes and handcrafted clay forms, reflecting resilience, biodiversity and cultural interconnectedness, designed and created by illustrator Dan Matutina.
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									New movies out this week: Sept 11-17

									Thai actor Andrew Gregson makes an acting comeback in 'The Cycle'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

The Roses

Directed by Jay Roach.

Who's in it?

Olivia Colman, Benedict Cumberbatch and Kate McKinnon.

What's it about? 

A tinderbox of competition and resentments underneath the facade of a picture-perfect couple is ignited when the husband's professional dreams come crashing down.

Why watch it? 

The name of the smart home system in Theo's house is Hal. This is a reference the artificial intelligence computer in "2001: A Space Odyssee", which is also called Hal.

[image: ]

The Toxic Avenger

Directed by Macon Blair.

Who's in it? 

Peter Dinklage, Jacob Tremblay and Taylour Paige.

What's it about? 

A horrible, toxic accident transforms downtrodden janitor Winston Gooze into a new evolution of hero.

Why watch it? 

Blair confirmed that it's not actually Peter under the makeup as Toxie. "It's not Peter, It's a tiny British actress named Luisa Guerreiro. She's Portuguese. A complete badass. 110 degrees, 30 pounds of foam make-up. Motors all over her face to move the eyebrows and stuff like that. What she did was, and this is why I get so excited talking about it, Peter performed the whole movie on videotape as Toxie. Just himself. But making the choices, delivering the lines, physical choices, how fast he's running, all of it. There's a video version of him just in a white room playing the whole movie. Luisa takes those tapes home, memorises them and studies them. She plays Teletubbies and Oompa Loompas. She's like a physical performer. So, she's studying his gait and his timing, his pauses, his line delivery, all of that. She replicates that on set, and then Peter, six months later, comes back and reinterprets the voice based on what she did. So, Toxie is actually Luisa playing Peter with Peter's voice playing Luisa."

[image: ]

Bu Feng Zhui Ying (The Shadow's Edge)

Directed by Larry Yang.

Who's in it?

Jackie Chan, Zifeng Zhang and Tony Ka Fai Leung.

What's it about? 

Macau Police brings the tracking expert police officer out of retirement to help catch a dangerous group of professional thieves.

Why watch it?

Although most of the scenes featured Macau, most of the shooting takes place in studios.

[image: ]

Mononoke-hime (Princess Mononoke)

Directed by Hayao Miyazaki

Who's in it?

Yoji Matsuda, Yuriko Ishida and Yuko Tanaka.

What's it about? 

While seeking to cure himself of a curse, young warrior Ashitaka stumbles into a conflict between the people of Iron Town and Princess Mononoke, a girl raised by wolves, who will stop at nothing to prevent the destruction of her home.

[image: ]

The Cycle

Directed by Tiwa Moeithaisong.

Who's in it? 

Manatsanun Panlertwongskul, Surasak Wongthai and Andrew Gregson.

What's it about? 

A warm family, father, mother and son, live happily together until they receive a phone call from their dead sister who has been reborn in a new body. They then begin to be threatened by unwelcoming relatives and a strange cult in a distant forest.

[image: ]

Dollhouse

Directed by Shinobu Yaguchi.

Who's in it?

Koji Seto, Tetsushi Tanaka and Ken Yasuda.

What's it about? 

Yoshie and Tadahiko are married. They have a five-year-old daughter named Mei, but she dies. After the loss of her daughter, Yoshie goes into a spiral of despair. One day, she finds a doll resembling Mei at an antique market and buys it.

Why watch it?

A good horror.

[image: ]

The Long Walk

Premieres on Sept 11

Directed by Francis Lawrence. 

Who's in it? 

Judy Greer, Mark Hamill and Ben Wang.

What's it about?

A group of teenage boys compete in an annual contest known as "The Long Walk", where they must maintain a certain walking speed or get shot.

Why watch it?

Based on one of Stephen King's novels under his pseudonym, Richard Bachman.
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									China punishes popular app for 'trivial' content

									Regulator says Xiaohongshu devotes too much space to celebrity gossip and 'negative' posts
								

									China's internet regulator said on Thursday it had ordered "warnings and strict punishment" to bosses at the popular social media app Xiaohongshu over its online content, slamming "trivial" and "negative" posts.
									"Responsible individuals" at the Instagram-like platform would be punished after Xiaohongshu, known as RedNote in English, failed to "fulfil its main responsibility of content management", the Cyberspace Administration of China said in a statement.

It gave no details of the punishments.

The regulator criticised Xiaohongshu for hosting "numerous posts hyping celebrities' personal dynamics and trivial matters and other negative content frequently populating the hot search list".

"A clear, clean and healthy cyberspace aligns with the interests of the people," it added.

Xiaohongshu was launched in Shanghai in 2013 and has hundreds of millions of monthly active users.

It translates literally to Little Red Book, but is not a reference to Chinese communist leader Mao Zedong's book of quotations.

Unlike Douyin -- the sister app of TikTok -- or the micro-blogging site Weibo, Xiaohongshu leans heavily towards apolitical content such as lifestyle, travel, beauty and food topics.

Xiaohongshu's "Explore" page is similar to TikTok's "For You" page -- both curated by an algorithm that suggests content based on users' interests and interactions on the platforms.

It is also an online marketplace similar to TikTok Shop, where users can directly buy items including clothing, make-up and accessories.

It is seen as relatively less censored than other platforms: users can be found posting LGBTQ content and discussing the merits of women remaining single, topics often considered sensitive in China.

Influencer hub

Xiaohongshu has also popularised "da ka", or "check-in" tourism, where travellers plan itineraries around scenic or trending spots specifically to take photos for social media.

And similar to Instagram and TikTok, the platform has also become a hub for influencers endorsing sponsored products.

Minutes after the regulator announced the probe on Thursday, some Xiaohongshu users took to the platform to applaud it for going after celebrity gossip.

Others scorned its targeting of Xiaohongshu, arguing that similar platform Weibo deserved greater regulation.

"I'm dead, to what limit has Xiaohongshu gone? According to this standard, Weibo should be taken down," one user wrote.

The regulator did not name other online forums in its statement but said it would "urge websites and platforms to fulfil their main responsibilities and social responsibilities" to keep a clear cyberspace.
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									French lawmakers urge 'digital curfew' for teens

									Proposal would make social media unavailable to teens between 10pm and 8am
								

									PARIS - Children under 15 in France should be banned entirely from using social media, and those aged between 15 and 18 should face a nighttime "digital curfew", a French parliamentary committee urged on Thursday.
									The recommendations were put forward in a report by the committee's lawmakers after months of testimony from families, social media executives and from influencers.

President Emmanuel Macron's office has already indicated it wants to see a ban for children and young adolescents, after Australia last year started drafting its own landmark law with a prohibition for those under 16.

The committee had been set up in March, initially to examine TikTok and its psychological effects on minors after a 2024 lawsuit against the platform by seven families accusing the platform of exposing their children to content pushing them towards suicide.

Its lead report writer, Laure Miller, said the addictive design of TikTok and its algorithm "has been copied by other social media".

TikTok has stressed that that the safety of young users of its app is its "top priority".

Geraldine, the mother of an 18-year-old woman who committed suicide, told AFP that, after her daughter's death last year, she had discovered videos of self-harm her daughter had published and looked at on TikTok.

"TikTok didn't kill our little girl, because she wasn't well in any case," said Geraldine, 52, who declined to be identified by her last name.

But she accused TikTok of falling short in its online moderation, and plunging her daughter deeper into her dark impulses.

TikTok testimony

Executives for TikTok, which is owned by the Chinese company ByteDace, told the parliamentary committee that the app used AI-enhanced moderation that last year caught 98% of content infringing its terms of service in France.

But for the lawmakers, those efforts were deemed insufficient, and TikTok's rules were "very easy to circumvent".

It also found that harmful content continued to proliferate on the app, and TikTok's algorithm was effective in drawing young users into loops reinforcing such content.

The committee's report suggested that the ban on children under 15 using social media could be broadened to everyone under 18 if, within the next three years, the platforms did not respect European laws.

Its recommendation for a "digital curfew" for users aged 15 to 18 was for social media to be made unavailable to them between the hours of 10 pm and 8 am.
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									Artist rewinds youth through childhood stories

									
								

									Art lovers are invited to witness works created from imagination and lived experience during "Grow & Glow", which is running at RCB Galleria 5, 3rd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until Sept 28.
									The exhibition is a reflection of the tenderness, challenges and beauty of growth by Poon Amornchorn, an illustrator and author of children's books. It draws inspiration from the many tales that accompany us through life -- bedtime stories, cartoons, films, music and books -- that once grew up alongside us and continue to shape us still.

Some works reinterpret familiar narratives, shifting perspectives or swapping roles, like a "parallel dimension" that keeps the world of imagination alive, ever-changing and deeply personal.

These memories begin in childhood -- with princes and princesses, dragons, witches and monsters -- before branching into the cartoons and films that made us want to draw, retell or collect them as treasured keepsakes.

Over time, some characters fade away, while others linger. They weave a tapestry of growth -- threads of past and present, reality and dream -- that endure even as time moves on. This exhibition is, in itself, an act of growing -- by returning to the roots of memory. It embodies the spirit of "rewinding youth".

The artist uses coloured pencils as a bridge between past and present, imagination and reality. They are simple yet wondrous, evoking the first box of colours from childhood. More than just a drawing, each work is a space where memories are rewoven.

Poon has published more than 30 works spanning children's books, young adult fiction and general literature. His artistic achievements have been recognised with awards, and his work has been presented in exhibitions across Thailand and abroad.



Visit rivercitybangkok.com.
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									Thai food innovation is served

									
								

									The capabilities and potential of Thai food producers will be showcased at two of Asia's largest food and functional food exhibitions, which will take place at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, from Sept 17-19.
									"Food ingredients Asia Thailand 2025 (Fi Asia Thailand 2025)" is a premier international exhibition for food and beverage ingredients, while "Vitafoods Asia 2025" is the region's largest showcase of food extracts and dietary supplements.

Running at Exhibition Hall 1-4 on ground floor, the Fi Asia 2025 will bring together industry leaders, researchers, entrepreneurs and investors from across Asia to network, exchange ideas and explore new opportunities in the global food and beverage market.

Key highlights include the "Innovation" zone featuring the latest trends curated by Innova Market Insights, "A To C (Academic To Commercial Interactive Showcase)" fast-tracking the journey from laboratory breakthroughs to commercial products, and "Sensory Box" offering a unique sensory evaluation experience for the creation of future-ready food products.

There will also be a symposium on "From Roots To Reach - Transforming Local Ingredients Into Innovative And Healthy F&B Creations", a keynote address on "Government Funding Initiatives For Thai Food Innovation", an update on Thai food law and seminars on "Functional Ingredients Of Asia: Where Tradition Meets Science" and "Trending Ingredients In The FMCG Space".

Meanwhile, Vitafoods Asia 2025, running at the Exhibition Hall 5-8 on LG floor, will connect the entire supply chain, from raw materials and ingredients to finished products, packaging solutions and OEM/ODM service, featuring over 650 leading brands. Besides a showcase of recently launched, cutting-edge food supplements, ingredients and health innovations from around the world at the "New Ingredients & New Products" zone, the event will help participants stay updated on the latest industry developments through expert-led seminars.

They cover more than 50 topics including personalised nutrition, microbiome science, trends in healthy ageing ingredients and extracts and regulations related to food supplement registration.



Visit figlobal.com/asia-thailand and vitafoodsasia.com.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3102636/thai-food-innovation-is-served



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Bangkok set to transform into an open-air museum for 'Krung Thep Creative Streets'

									
								

									Bangkok will be transformed into a vibrant open-air museum during "Krung Thep Creative Streets", which will take place from Sept 15-21.
									Organised as part of European Heritage Days 2025 by the French embassy and Sawasdee France, this cultural initiative will offer a unique opportunity to experience Bangkok from two angles -- its timeless heritage and its bold contemporary creativity -- while celebrating cultural ties between Thailand and Europe.

The event comprises two major parts. From Sept 15-19, Thai and European street artists will be creating large-scale murals in different iconic neighbourhoods such as Charoen Krung, Talat Noi, South Sathon, Surawong and Lumpini. Residents, visitors and tourists will be able to watch these artworks take shape day after day.

On Sept 20 and 21 from 10am to 5pm, there will be guided tours to witness the heritage and architecture of over 25 historic sites, including beautifully preserved landmarks such as the French Residence, which sits on the banks of the Chao Phraya river, and many that are rarely accessible to the public.

The guided tours will be conducted in English and Thai, with limited seats and registration required via forms.gle/uEzx8sAVYutFCVzW7. Visitors can also explore independently using suggested routes. Also, registration and ID verification are required for entry to heritage buildings.

Other activities include a seminar on "Street Art And Heritage" at Grand Post Office's Auditorium, Charoen Krung Road, on Sept 18 at 2pm. The speaker is Alisa Phommahaxay, an independent curator who will explore how contemporary artists such as JR, Christo, Olivier Grossetete and Zevs reinvent monuments and public space. It will be conducted in English with Thai translation.

Scheduled for Sept 19 at 7pm at Alliance Francaise Bangkok is a panel discussion with artists on "Street Art Beyond The City". They will touch on evolving practices from street art to galleries and installations.

The closing party will be held on Sept 20 at 6pm at two venues on Charoen Krung Road. The Warehouse will feature an art market, live painting, Tu! Illustratu performance and DJ Dee Nasty. Late-night sets will continue at The Clutch BKK featuring Sounds of Future Siam, Pichy, To-Ru, Sabb and more until 3am.



There is no admission fee. Visit facebook.com/sawasdeefrance.
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									Z Fold 7: A smooth and elegant transition from bar type phones

									How is the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 holding up after the hype and honeymoon phase
								

									The Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7 has been out on Thai markets for about 2 months and has remained as one of the thinnest and most premium folding phones at the present. But competition has been fierce, with many Chinese phone companies releasing their top-of-the-line folding phones just lately, how is it holding up compared other folding phones in 2025?
									Folding phones are nothing new in 2025. Samsung, Huawei, Oppo, Honor and Vivo, just to name a few, have been releasing several iterations of phones that can be folded in half. Samsung is one of the first companies to focus on this type of phone since 2019. And as the number suggests, the Z Fold 7 is the 7th iteration of this series.

[image: Samsung Galaxy Z Fold in 'tent mode'.]
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold in 'tent mode'.



Like last year's Z Fold 6, the Z Fold 7 comes with a slew of Android and AI functionality, with a few useful additions, in a noticeably lighter and in a relatively traditional shape when folded, making the transitioning to this phone from people who are used to traditional phones a breeze. To be exact, the screen ratio of the Z Fold 7 is at 21:9 as supposed to 20:9 on most bar type phones.

With a profile of just 4.2mm when unfolded and weighing only 215 grams, it's the lightest book-style foldable yet. The 8-inch OLED inner display and 6.5-inch cover screen offer more usable space, while Gorilla Glass Ceramic and Armor Aluminum elevate their premium feel. A new 21:9 aspect ratio brings the cover screen closer to a traditional smartphone experience.

[image: Folded Samsung Galaxy Z Fold.]
Folded Samsung Galaxy Z Fold.



[image: Unfolded Samsung Galaxy Z Fold.]
Unfolded Samsung Galaxy Z Fold.



The Galaxy Z Fold 7 comes with an impressive camera upgrade. Its main camera now packs a whopping 200 megapixels, which means your photos will be super sharp and full of detail--even in tricky lighting. Samsung also swapped out the old under-display selfie camera for a clearer 10MP front camera, so your selfies and video calls look much better. It may not rival Samsung's own S25 Ultra, but close.

On top of that, Samsung added some cool new features to make editing and sharing easier. You can now edit photos side-by-side on the big inner screen, clean up background noise in videos with Audio Eraser, and use smart tools like Circle to Search and Gemini Live to interact with your content in fun new ways. It's a great setup for anyone who loves taking photos, making videos, or just wants their phone to do more with less effort.

[image: Photo sample taken with the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7.]
Photo sample taken with the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 7.



The Snapdragon 8 Elite for Galaxy chip powers the device, backed by up to 16GB of RAM. However, the unchanged 4,400mAh battery and 25W charging speed leave room for improvement, especially as rivals push ahead with faster tech.

Software remains a strong suit for Samsung. One UI 8, based on Android 16, introduces features like side-by-side photo editing, Audio Eraser, and enhanced multitasking. Google's Circle to Search and Gemini Live are also optimised for the Fold's expansive screen. With a seven-year update policy, the Fold 7 is built for longevity, making it one of the most future-proof foldables available.

Not everything is perfect. The removal of the S Pen digitiser to achieve a thinner design means stylus support is gone, which may disappoint some users. The battery and charging limitations are also notable, especially given the premium price tag of 64,900 baht. While the Fold 7 is a major leap from its predecessors, users of the Fold 5 or 6 may not find enough reason to upgrade unless camera or durability improvements are a priority.

Overall, the Galaxy Z Fold 7 is Samsung's most refined foldable yet. It blends cutting-edge design, meaningful hardware upgrades, and robust software features into a compelling package. Though it trails some Chinese competitors in battery tech, the Fold 7 stands out as a top choice for anyone entering the foldable space--and possibly the best foldable Samsung has ever made.

SPECS


	Main display: 8.0-inch, Dynamic AMOLED 2X, 1968 x 2184 pixels, 120Hz refresh rate

	Cover display: 6.5-inch, Dynamic AMOLED 2X, 1080 x 2520 pixels, 120Hz refresh rate

	Processor: Qualcomm Snapdragon 8 Elite for Galaxy

	RAM: 12GB

	Storage: 256GB

	Main camera: 200MP Wide, 12MP Ultra-Wide, 10MP Telephoto (3x zoom)

	Selfie cameras: 10.0 MP

	Battery: 4,400 mAh

	Operating system: Android 16 with One UI 8

	Dimensions: 158.4 x 143.2 x 4.2mm (when unfolded), 158.4 x 72.8 x 8.9mm (when folded)

	Weight: 215 grams

	Colours: Deep blue, silver, black, mint

	Connections: Dual-SIM, eSIM, 5G,USB Type-C, Bluetooth v5.4, NFC, Samsung DeX, Samsung SmartThings, Wi-Fi Direct, Wi-Fi 6

	Price: 64,900 baht
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									Go Hotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport opens end of the year

									Go Hotel will open its first flagship in Thailand
								

									Go Hotel will open its first flagship "GO Hotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport" at the end of this year.
									[image: ]

The hotel will be 10 minutes from Suvarnabhumi International Airport and adjacent to Robinson Lifestyle Lat Krabang with convenient access to downtown Bangkok via the Airport Rail Link. The brand will also expand to 25 hotels nationwide, totalling 1,500 rooms, within the next five years. Go Hotel, under the management of Central Pattana (CPN), is the brand's fifth hotel. 

[image: ]

Go Hotel Bangkok Suvarnabhumi Airport comes with the "Go Smart. Sleep Tight. Right On Time" concept. The hotel features 179 guest rooms, making it the largest property under the Go Hotel brand to date with room sizes ranging from 18-34m2. The hotel will have an in-house restaurant, pet-friendly rooms accommodating pets up to 10kg, a contactless payment system, full facilities and modern decor.

[image: ]

In addition, the hotel is building local business partnerships such as airport shuttle services and joint promotions with nearby shops, while connecting with Central's "The 1" loyalty programme. 
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 10-16

									13 new titles from Prime Video, HBO Max, Netflix and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

The Girlfriend

Premieres on Sept 10

Robin Wright returns in triple duty -- starring, directing and executive producing this six-part thriller based on Michelle Frances' novel. A mother's suspicion toward her son's new girlfriend evolves into a gripping psychological spiral.

[image: ]

Helluva Boss: Season 1-2

Premieres on Sept 10

Set in Hell, the series follows the hell-born imp Blitzo (the "o" is silent), the eccentric leader of I.M.P. (Immediate Murder Professionals), a small, chaotic assassination business able to run thanks to a magic grimoire and a complicated situationship with the demon prince Stolas. Alongside his equally chaotic ragtag crew, Blitzo takes on contracts to kill targets in the human world. Balancing their work with personal lives, the team constantly finds themselves in absurd, violent and darkly comedic situations.



HBO/HBO MAX 

[image: ]

Last Breath

Premieres on Sept 13

The true story of a saturation-diving accident that took place off the coast of Scotland in 2012 and is based on Alex Parkinson and Richard da Costa's 2019 documentary of the same name.

[image: ]

MobLand 

Premieres on Sept 16

Showcases two generations of gangsters, their businesses, the relationships they weave and the man they call to fix their problems.



ANIMAL PLANET

[image: ]

Tiger Legacy 

Premieres on Sept 14  

Filmed over seven years this series delves into the lives of 4 famous tigresses and their cubs at India's biodiverse Tadoba forests.



DISCOVERY CHANNEL

[image: ]

Gold Rush: Mine Rescue With Freddy And Juan: Season 4

Premieres on Sept 15 

The fate of a rookie mountain miner lies in the balance after he sinks his life savings into a British Columbia placer claim.



AFN

[image: ]

Everyday Gourmet: Season 12

Premieres on Sept 16

Justine Schofield provides cooking tips and advice to the viewers to help them make their cooking experience a more enjoyable one.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Love Is Blind France

Premieres on Sept 10

Divided into pods, French singles meet, date and get engaged -- sight unseen -- in their quest to find and marry their one true love.

[image: ]

Diary Of A Ditched Girl

Premieres on Sept 11 

Hook-ups, app encounters and chaotic men -- dating isn't easy for Amanda. But despite being dumped by half of Malmo, she still isn't ready to give up.

[image: ]

You And Everything Else

Premieres on Sept 12

From teen years to adulthood, two friends linked by warmth and tension grow apart -- until one is asked to accompany the other through her final days.

[image: ]

The Wrong Paris

Premieres on Sept 12 

Dawn thinks she's joining a dating show in Paris, France, only to land in Paris, Texas. She has an exit plan -- until sparks fly with the cowboy bachelor.

[image: ]

Beauty And The Bester

Premieres on Sept 12 

Did renowned Dr Nandipha get embroiled in Thabo Bester's prison break? This chilling documentary series examines the enigmatic ties that bound them.

[image: ]

Canelo Vs Crawford: Live Event

Premieres on Sept 14 at 8am

Short answer: Yes. Canelo Alvarez vs. Terence Crawford will stream live on Netflix on Sept 13, included with all subscriptions at no extra cost.
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