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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Republicans name members to a new Jan. 6 committee
        Kadia  Goba, Paul Kane, Niha Masih

        Democrats and Republicans will participate in a GOP-led reinvestigation of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

      

      
        Nadine Menendez, wife of ex-senator, sentenced to 41/2 years
        Shayna Jacobs

        She was convicted in April for her part in a bribery scandal that led to her husband, former U.S. senator Bob Menendez, being sentenced to prison for 11 years.

      

      
        What a Virginia Democrat's decisive win may mean for midterm elections
        Maegan Vazquez

        Democrat James Walkinshaw handily won a recent special election in Virginia's 11th Congressional District with a message focused on job loss from Trump's cuts to federal workforce.

      

      
        To Vance, Charlie Kirk was not just a political ally. He was a friend.
        Natalie Allison

        The vice president and the conservative activist, who was killed Wednesday, had a friendship that went back almost a decade.

      

      
        America enters a new age of political violence
        Naftali Bendavid

        Leaders in both parties react to Charlie Kirk's slaying with fear and foreboding about the country's direction.

      

      
        Tell The Post your thoughts on political violence and videos of shootings
        Washington Post staff

        We want to hear readers' thoughts on political violence and their experiences with it on social media in the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's killing.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        At a Capitol Hill church, mourners gather at a vigil for Charlie Kirk
        Anna Liss-Roy

        More than 150 people gathered to remember the conservative political figure, who was fatally shot during a campus event.

      

      
        In Trump's White House, Charlie Kirk's killing is deeply personal
        Michael Birnbaum, Emily Davies

        The conservative founder of Turning Point USA animated a generation of young activists and was on a first-name basis with most of the West Wing.

      

      
        House passes $892.6 billion defense bill over Democrats' protests
        Noah Robertson

        The vote, mostly along party lines, lost Democratic support as the GOP rebuffed efforts to rein in President Donald Trump's domestic military agenda.

      

      
        Charlie Kirk, fiery voice in conservative politics, killed at 31
        Natalie Allison, Drew Harwell, Matt Viser, Cat Zakrzewski

        Charlie Kirk, 31, built one of the most influential organizations on the right, turning viral debate moments into fuel for Turning Point's rapid growth.

      

      
        Trump administration will resume plans for federal charity drive
        Meryl Kornfield

        The move comes after pushback from charities that had opposed ending the longstanding tradition of charitable giving from the federal workforce.

      

      
        Supreme Court won't block transgender student's use of school bathroom
        Justin Jouvenal

        The court left standing a lower-court order allowing a trans student to use a bathroom that aligns with his gender identity, rejecting South Carolina's emergency appeal to lift the ruling.

      

      
        Democrats pressure Trump to show proof deadly boat strike was legal
        Noah Robertson

        The incident has frustrated lawmakers from both parties who have questioned why the administration has not publicly disclosed evidence to back up its claims.

      

      
        National Guard documents show public 'fear,' veterans' 'shame' over D.C. presence
        Alex Horton

        Internal documents reviewed by The Post reveal, with rare candor, how domestic missions rooted in politics risk damaging Americans' trust in the military.

      

      
        With her new candor, Harris does further damage to Biden's legacy
        Karen Tumulty

        The former vice president says in a forthcoming book that she regrets not urging Biden to drop out and faulted his White House for a lack of support.
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Politics
Republicans name members to a new Jan. 6 committee
Democrats and Republicans will participate in a GOP-led reinvestigation of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

The attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Evelyn Hockstein/For The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba, Paul Kane, Niha Masih | 2025-09-11
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Thursday officially appointed five Republican members to serve on a new GOP-led House select subcommittee reinvestigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Johnson appointed Rep. Barry Loudermilk (Georgia) to lead the committee. Reps. Morgan Griffith (Virginia), Clay Higgins (Louisiana), Troy E. Nehls (Texas) and Harriet Hageman (Wyoming) will also serve on the eight-member committee. The five Republicans will join three Democrats who were named to the committee earlier this week: Reps. Eric Swalwell (California), Jared Moskowitz (Florida) and Jasmine Crockett (Texas). Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) will serve as an ex officio member.
Loudermilk previously chaired a reinvestigation of the Jan. 6 attack, which saw a pro-Trump mob storm the Capitol to prevent the certification of Joe Biden's victory in the presidential election, while serving on the House Administration Committee during the previous Congress.
The lawmaker said he expects the new subcommittee will revisit questions examined during that inquiry about security failures, and he voiced interest in further investigating the pipe bombs that were placed near the Republican and Democratic national committees the night before the attack on the Capitol.
"We're just going to continue the work that we did last time, which is looking at the evidence to still try to understand: How did the Capitol get breached?" Loudermilk said in an interview last week, after the subcommittee was approved.
The subcommittee, which will be under the House Judiciary Committee, will have subpoena power and is "authorized and directed to conduct a full and complete investigation" of the events on Jan. 6.
It is intended to be a response to the 117th Congress's original Jan. 6 select committee, which held high-profile public hearings and released an 845-page report after 18 months of work, including reviewing emails, text messages, call logs and White House records, and conducting more than 1,000 interviews.
Republicans have complained that the original bipartisan committee formed in 2021 was biased against President Donald Trump, who repeatedly denied the results of the 2020 election. Two former Republicans, Liz Cheney, then a congresswoman representing Wyoming, and Adam Kinzinger, who at the time was a congressman representing Illinois, served on the committee. (Cheney invoked Jan. 6 as she broke with the Republican Party and endorsed Kamala Harris for president last year.)
Loudermilk would not say whether he would compel members who served on the previous committee to testify before the new one.
"I don't know. The speaker told me, 'Follow the evidence where it leads.' If we need to ask questions over there, we may, but most of the information that we're after is going to come from mostly executive branch agencies at this point," Loudermilk said.
At least one Democrat from the 2021 committee isn't concerned about speaking before the panel.
"No, I stand by the work of the committee," said Rep. Bennie G. Thompson (D-Mississippi), the chairman of the original Jan. 6 committee. Thompson has repeatedly rejected the idea that the first committee's work contained errors, or that there are hidden truths about the attack on the Capitol.
The Democratic-led committee's work spawned many investigative leads, including inside Trump's West Wing. And it prompted the Justice Department to seriously pursue an investigation into the origins of the attack, which helped lead to Trump's eventual indictment on range of charges, including conspiring to defraud the United States.
The original committee's final report found that Trump actively inspired his supporters to commit violence in his name as he attempted to remain in office despite losing the 2020 election. It also suggested that lawmakers consider banning Trump from running for office again.
Trump ran again in 2024, and won. Upon taking office, he granted nearly a blanket pardon to virtually all Jan. 6 Capitol riot defendants and commuted the sentences of the remaining 14. Among those pardoned was Enrique Tarrio, the head of the Proud Boys, who had received the stiffest sentence of all the Jan. 6 rioters: 22 years for seditious conspiracy.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/09/11/republicans-jan-6-committee/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Courts & Law
Nadine Menendez, wife of ex-senator, sentenced to 41/2 years
She was convicted in April for her part in a bribery scandal that led to her husband, former U.S. senator Bob Menendez, being sentenced to prison for 11 years.

Nadine Menendez, wife of former senator Bob Menendez, leaves a Manhattan courthouse in September 2023. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


By Shayna Jacobs | 2025-09-11
NEW YORK -- Nadine Menendez was sentenced to 41/2 years in prison on Thursday for participating with her husband, former U.S. senator Bob Menendez, in a corruption scheme to obtain expensive gifts and bribes including gold bars, a luxury car and cash totaling about $1 million.
Nadine Menendez, 58, was convicted in April for her part in the crimes. Her husband was convicted last year on bribery and other charges and sentenced in January to 11 years in prison. Prosecutors recommended that Nadine Menendez serve at least seven years for her conviction on bribery, obstruction of justice, conspiracy to commit those crimes and related counts.
U.S. District Judge Sidney Stein issued a sentence of 54 months and said Nadine Menendez was a knowing actor in the long-running corruption scheme centered on her powerful husband, the former Democratic senator from New Jersey.
"You were a central participant in a wide-ranging extensive conspiracy involving the corruption of one of the highest-ranking United States senators, the chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee," Stein said. "You set up meetings. You initiated actions. You involved others. You knew what you were doing throughout."
Stein ordered Menendez to surrender in 10 months so she can undergo breast cancer-related surgeries. The judge said his sentence was lenient because he took into account Menendez's health and other circumstances.
Nadine Menendez appeared teary-eyed when she read a statement to the judge before her sentence was issued. She described her husband as her savior from an abusive relationship and said she did whatever he asked of her and "did it blindly."
"He was my god. I felt safe following him through life," she said. "He was one of the most powerful men in the most powerful country on earth, and there was no way he would lead me astray or ask me to do anything illegal -- or so I thought."
Menendez said her "blindfold was off now" and her spouse is "not the man I thought he was," adding that she "should have known better." She later told reporters outside the courthouse that she did not plan to seek a divorce.
Sarah Krissoff, a lawyer for Nadine Menendez, asked the court to consider trauma Menendez endured in a Lebanese conflict zone and through a history of abusive relationships. After the sentencing, Krissoff thanked the judge for considering her client's health and other factors and said she was hopeful for a successful appeal.
Bob Menendez, in a letter he submitted to the judge, attempted to walk back his lawyers' comments at his trial that suggested his wife orchestrated the crimes. He is serving his sentence in a low-security prison in Pennsylvania.
"Your Honor, you gave me a tough sentence that surely serves the deterrent value you said was needed," Bob Menendez wrote. "To imprison Nadine, would not recognize the trauma she has suffered, how it has affected her and her judgment, and I would respectfully say would not have any greater deterrent effect."
Manhattan prosecutors on Thursday highlighted the gravity of Nadine Menendez's illegal conduct.
"She played a critical role at the heart of a corrupt scheme to sell [Bob] Menendez's office. ... She did so without hesitation and was motivated in part at least by greed," Assistant U.S. Attorney Lara Pomerantz said in court.
Pomerantz sought to discredit a claim by Menendez that her bad decisions were due in part to a brain injury from an assault by her ex-boyfriend. "People with brain injuries don't just happen to engage in years-long white-collar crimes -- they choose to do so," Pomerantz said, adding that the hardships Menendez faced "do not excuse or explain her conduct."
Prosecutors said during the trial that Nadine Menendez sold access to her husband for people seeking favors and influence. The couple tried to conceal their efforts because they knew their actions were criminal, prosecutors said. The government said its proposed punishment was less than it would have been if not for the defendant's cancer diagnosis and other mitigating factors.
Jurors heard evidence that Nadine Menendez was paid by businessman Wael Hana for a no-show job. Hana's payoffs to the couple helped him obtain an exclusive Halal beef-exporting agreement with the Egyptian government.
The pair also took bribes from Fred Daibes, a developer, who got assistance with a real estate project, and Jose Uribe, who pleaded guilty to gifting them a Mercedes-Benz, according to trial evidence. Uribe testified against Bob and Nadine Menendez at their trials.
Hana and Daibes, who were charged with conspiracy to commit bribery, conspiracy to commit honest services, wire fraud and other crimes, were sentenced to eight years and seven years in prison, respectively.
For some of the time that the crimes were committed, Bob Menendez was the chair of the influential Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He lost that position when he was indicted but resisted calls to resign from his seat until he was convicted.
Manhattan U.S. Attorney Jay Clayton said in a statement Thursday that the Menendezes "engaged in the most brazen form of public corruption -- gold bars, cash, and a luxury car in exchange for a Senator's power."
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Politics
What a Virginia Democrat's decisive win may mean for midterm elections
Democrat James Walkinshaw handily won a recent special election in Virginia's 11th Congressional District with a message focused on job loss from Trump's cuts to federal workforce.

James Walkinshaw (D) was sworn into the House on Wednesday after winning a special election earlier this week. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-09-11
Democrat James Walkinshaw handily won a recent special election in Virginia's 11th Congressional District and was sworn into office on Wednesday to fill the vacant House seat previously held by Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who died in May.
Walkinshaw, who was most recently a Fairfax County supervisor and previously served as Connolly's chief of staff, emerged from a crowded Democratic primary and was widely expected to win Tuesday's race against Republican Stewart Whitson. Still, Virginia Department of Elections data indicate that Walkinshaw won by a record margin in a general election for the 11th District, and he had one of the largest margins ever for a winner from any party.
Unofficial results showed that, as of Wednesday morning, Walkinshaw had 74.8 percent of the vote to Whitson's 25 percent, with write-in candidates receiving some votes.
Walkinshaw told The Post in a phone interview Wednesday evening that he sees the victory "as an indicator of where voters are today," saying that although he knew he was favored to win in the Democratic stronghold district, "I don't think most would have expected the margin we saw."
Walkinshaw has cast his victory as a barometer for how voters feel about the impact of President Donald Trump's agenda on their daily lives.
Walkinshaw's district, a suburb of Washington, D.C., is home to a large number of federal workers and contractors, with a data analysis from the Economic Policy Institute released in March indicating that federal employees make up more than 8 percent of total employment in the district.
Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris won the district by 34 percentage points in the 2024 general election, with about 66 percent of voters supporting Harris compared to 31 percent voting for Trump, according to an analysis from the Downballot Substack publication.
About 28 percent of Fairfax City voters and 26 percent of Fairfax County voters cast their ballots on Tuesday, down more than 40 percentage points from the November election -- though off-year races often see similar drops. By comparison, a 2023 special election in Virginia's 4th Congressional District had 19.8 percent voter turnout.
The region, Walkinshaw said in Wednesday's interview, is "on the leading edge of Donald Trump's economy, because we've experienced job losses as a direct result of his policies." And in a stark warning to House members in a speech ahead of his swearing-in ceremony, cheers and jeers could be heard from members on the floor when Walkinshaw warned, "If we do not change course, what is true in Northern Virginia today will soon be true in every district in this nation."
The large margin of Walkinshaw's win, Virginia political observers say, is the result of a confluence of several factors.
"Number one, he was a great candidate. Number two, he had a great campaign. And number three, within a climate that is very pro-Democratic, because of both the Trump policies and the Youngkin and Sears policies in Virginia," said David Ramadan, a former Republican member of the Virginia House of Delegates. Ramadan also argued that Walkinshaw's messaging, particularly on casting Trump's massive tax and border security bill as being bad for the state, was effective.
Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears (R) is running to replace Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), who is term-limited.
Mark Rozell, dean of George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government, tied the steep margin in the race to voter backlash against Republicans and the Trump administration's cuts to federal government jobs.
"The 3-1 margin of victory tells all. Connolly had won his latest elections by about 2-1 margins. It's more than just favorable demographics for a Democrat in the 11th. The actions of the Trump Administration affecting federal employees and contractors have deeply affected the district and have resulted in an anti-GOP backlash," Rozell said in a statement. "It didn't help that the Republican nominee embraced the president's unpopular actions."
Republicans have a thin margin in the House. With Walkinshaw's swearing-in on Wednesday, the House makeup now includes 432 seated members, with Republicans holding 219 seats and Democrats holding 213. That means House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) can only lose two votes from his conference and still pass legislation.
There are three remaining vacancies in the House caused by the resignation of Republican Rep. Mark Green (Tennessee), as well as the deaths of Democratic Reps. Raul Grijalva (Arizona) and Sylvester Turner (Texas).
The Virginia special election was largely expected to be a win for Democrats, but it comes during an off-election year in which Democrats have flipped some seats, including a Wisconsin Supreme Court race and state legislature contests in Iowa and Pennsylvania.
While nationally, the largest anticipated elections will not happen for more than a year, Virginia will hold statewide elections for governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general and members of its House of Delegates in November.
"Fairfax is the engine of the Democratic strength in Virginia, and this is going to show, or at least it's indicative of the enthusiasm on the Democratic side versus the lack of on the Republican side," Ramadan said.
He added, "The enthusiasm on the democratic side is huge. The suburban vote was decisive. The moderate, educated voters who prioritize stability, who want who prioritize economic development, who prioritize a stable federal government, are going to continue to tilt Democratic because the Republicans are seen as too extreme due to the actions of both the Trump administration and the current Youngkin administration in Virginia."
Matt Royer, a political consultant in Fairfax and former president of the Virginia Young Democrats, suggested that strong Democratic turnout for the special election is a positive signal for the state party.
"Gaining an almost three-to-one vote margin kind of shows that Democrats are a lot more fired up to elect people this year," Royer said.
Walkinshaw told The Post that on a national level, the lesson Democratic candidates can learn is not to get distracted. He credited his success, in part, to a focus on job losses in his district as a result of the Trump administration's cuts to the federal workforce.
"Sometimes we as Democrats -- certainly I think Republicans are doing it now -- get distracted by shiny objects or by side issues," he said. "But you have to understand and identify what challenges people are facing in this moment and have a clear agenda to address it, and that's what I tried to do."
The Democratic win comes amid mid-decade redistricting pushes in several states, which could further complicate each party's path to a House majority. And a special election in a suburb of Washington, political analysts warned, may not be the best indicator of how the rest of the state or the rest of the country feels.
Royer and Ramadan cautioned that the unique circumstances and timing of Virginia's 11th Congressional District may not be the best measurement of how other Democratic campaigns could fare in the midterm elections.
"There are a lot of things that can happen between now and November 2026," Royer said. " ... I don't think that the district will perform the same way next year during a regular general election. However, I do think it points to a larger trend -- that if we can get our message on track, and we make sure that we are pushing back against this administration, then we are going to have a pretty good year for Democrats in the midterms."
Ramadan said that Virginia's general election this November will be a stronger indicator of how voters are feeling statewide ahead of the 2026 midterm election season.
"What we're going to see in November is a gubernatorial, not a congressional election, but still, you'll have information from all over the Commonwealth, not just in one solid Democratic district," he added.
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White House
To Vance, Charlie Kirk was not just a political ally. He was a friend.
The vice president and the conservative activist, who was killed Wednesday, had a friendship that went back almost a decade.

Vice President JD Vance struck up a friendship with Charlie Kirk in 2017. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


By Natalie Allison | 2025-09-11
When JD Vance decided to drop his 9/11 memorial plans and fly to Utah on Thursday to be with Charlie Kirk's family and closest friends, he wasn't just operating as a vice president responding to the killing of a leading conservative figure.
Vance, 41, had lost a close friend in Kirk, the 31-year-old activist and MAGA power broker who helped propel Donald Trump back to the White House and was a key ally in Vance's own political rise over the past several years.
"Charlie Kirk was a true friend. The kind of guy you could say something to and know it would always stay with him," Vance wrote in a lengthy online tribute to Kirk late Wednesday night.
Kirk, who had been friends with Vance for eight years, served not only as a loud champion of Vance in his 2022 bid for the Senate but also helped connect Vance to Republican donors, helpful allies and to the Trump family itself. 
Vance immediately changed plans after Kirk was gunned down Wednesday during an event at Utah Valley University, heading to Salt Lake City with second lady Usha Vance on Thursday morning to see Kirk's family instead of traveling to New York City, according to two people with knowledge of his plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
From Utah, Vance was then set to fly Kirk's remains, along with his family and friends, back to Kirk's home state of Arizona aboard Air Force Two, the people said.
Vance said in his post that the pair struck up a friendship when Kirk sent him an encouraging direct message in 2017 after watching Vance appear on Tucker Carlson's Fox News show. The vice president recalled that he "barely knew" Kirk's name at the time the conservative commentator sent the direct message telling Vance he had done a good job, but "that moment of kindness began a friendship that lasted" until Kirk was killed Wednesday.
Kirk championed Vance as a potential running mate for Trump at a time when Republicans across the conservative spectrum were making their case for Trump's pick -- an endorsement that made an impact. The Turning Point USA founder's audience by then had reached the millions through his daily shows and social media content.
Weeks before the Republican convention last summer, Kirk remarked that he saw "arguments for all of them" and didn't have any personal grudge against Marco Rubio or Doug Burgum, Trump's two other top contenders for the job. But Vance was his guy.
"I think JD is the best," Kirk said in an interview in Detroit, on the sidelines of a Turning Point USA conference where Trump was the keynote speaker.
It was an argument he made "both in public and private," Vance noted in his statement Wednesday.
Vance, who launched a U.S. Senate bid in Ohio in 2021, said Kirk was one of the first people he called when he decided to run for office. Vance had built his profile as a conservative commentator after the publication of his best-selling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy," and a stint in Silicon Valley as a venture capitalist. Vance had been deeply critical of Trump as he first ran for and won the presidency, but his public comments evolved in the years that followed. Vance said he had misunderstood Trump.
He and Kirk had both been "skeptical of Donald Trump in 2016," Vance said, describing his friend as someone who "was fascinated by ideas and always willing to learn and change his mind."
Even as Vance's path to office still looked to be a long shot, Kirk introduced Vance to key figures to run his political operation and help the former Trump critic earn Trump's forgiveness and endorsement. That included connecting Vance to Trump's son Donald Trump Jr., who also heavily advocated for Vance to be vice president. Trump Jr. took the call from Vance "because Charlie asked him to," Vance wrote in his tribute.
Andrew Surabian, a top political adviser to Vance, said he was skeptical of working for Vance when Kirk first suggested they speak ahead of his Senate run, but agreed to the introduction at Kirk's urging. Surabian said he first met Kirk in 2018, having assumed "he was just another blowhard talking head, trying to make a name for himself."
"It only took one conversation with him to completely disabuse me of that notion," Surabian wrote of Kirk in a tribute Thursday. "I was blown away by his depth and sophistication."
Once Trump chose Vance as his running mate in July 2024 -- days after Trump survived an attempted assassination at a campaign rally -- the sudden life change and constant security presence proved to be a difficult adjustment for Vance's young family, the vice president said. Kirk "was constantly calling and texting, checking on our family and offering guidance and prayers."
On Wednesday, Vance's prayers were directed toward Kirk, his wife and their two young children.
When news broke that Kirk had been shot, Vance was in a West Wing meeting and began receiving texts on their mutual group chats with friends telling Kirk they were praying for him. Vance "prayed a lot over the next hour," he said, until learning that Kirk had died.
Later, in the Oval Office, Trump remarked to Vance, "I know he was a very good friend of yours." Vance nodded, he said, and the president added that he could tell "Charlie really loved his family."
Vance said he was on group text threads with Kirk and "people at the very highest level of our government," including people whom Kirk introduced Vance to over the years. The powerful friends had talked about policy, sports and life in general, Vance said.
"They trusted him, loved him, and knew he'd always have their backs," Vance said. "And because he was a true friend, you could instinctively trust the people Charlie introduced you to."
"So much of the success we've had in this administration traces directly to Charlie's ability to organize and convene," the vice president continued. "He didn't just help us win in 2024, he helped us staff the entire government."
Trump was scheduled to travel to New York on Thursday evening to attend a Yankees baseball game, after he attended a memorial ceremony at the Pentagon earlier in the morning.
Vance described Kirk's "profound faith" and said that the two would debate "minor doctrinal questions" and "argue about Catholicism and Protestantism." Vance converted to Catholicism in 2019, and Kirk was an evangelical Christian who frequently talked about his faith.
"He wasn't just a thinker, he was a doer," Vance said. He recalled how Kirk created some of Vance's largest campaign rallies last year by "turning big ideas into bigger events with thousands of activists."
Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report.
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Politics
America enters a new age of political violence
Leaders in both parties react to Charlie Kirk's slaying with fear and foreboding about the country's direction.

Secret Service countersnipers on the roof of the White House where the U.S. flag was lowered to half-staff after conservative activist Charlie Kirk was killed in Utah on Wednesday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Naftali Bendavid | 2025-09-11
A Minnesota state legislator killed in her home in June. The Pennsylvania governor's house set afire in April. Candidate Donald Trump facing two apparent assassination attempts during last year's campaign. And now conservative activist Charlie Kirk gunned down and killed Wednesday during a talk at Utah Valley University, horrifying a live audience and those who saw the shooting online.
America is facing a new era of political violence reminiscent of some of its most bitter, tumultuous eras, including the 1960s, which saw the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
"We are going through what I call an era of violent populism," said Robert Pape, who heads the Chicago Project on Security and Threats at the University of Chicago. "It is a historically high era of assassination, assassination attempts, violent protests, and it is occurring on both the right and the left."
He added: "This is way beyond the usual minor ebb and flow of militia group violence we have seen for 20 years. This is a different level, a different historical period of political violence, and that is what you see. This is a demonstrable fact."
Violence has always lurked beneath the surface of a country that has seen four of its 45 presidents assassinated and a fifth, Ronald Reagan, wounded in the attempt. But political leaders of both parties on Wednesday warned that the country is headed to a place of particular darkness if it does not pull back.
"Honestly, the first thing that came to my mind was a sense of 'Not again! What's next?' and asking myself, 'How do we arrest this cycle of political violence?'" said Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minnesota). "It is a human reaction to just turn away in horror when you see these kinds of things happen, but it's just relentless. I'm almost speechless with despair at how often it's happening."
When Democratic Minnesota state Rep. Melissa Hortman and her husband were killed over the summer -- allegedly by a man who posed as a police officer and also shot another state legislator and his wife -- Smith's name was found on a hit list in the suspect's car.
The motivation and identity of Kirk's killer were not clear late Wednesday. But the drumbeat of violence against political figures has been growing louder for years, including the deadly attack on the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters on Jan. 6, 2021.
In October 2022, an assailant looking for then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California) attacked her husband with a hammer in their home. Last December, UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was fatally shot on a Manhattan sidewalk, allegedly by a man angry about health care policy. Earlier this year, a man was charged with arson attacks on a Tesla showroom and the New Mexico Republican headquarters. In April, an arsonist targeted the home of Democratic Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, setting his residence on fire hours after a Passover seder.
That followed other disturbing events. Rep. Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) was shot and badly wounded at a congressional baseball practice in 2017. Three years later, a group of men sought to kidnap Democratic Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. In both cases, political rage was apparently the motivating factor.
In public comments after Kirk's shooting Wednesday, a visibly stricken Utah Gov. Spencer Cox bemoaned the state of a country he said had gone badly off course.
"Our nation is broken," said Cox, a Republican. "We've had political assassinations recently in Minnesota. We had an attempted assassination on the governor of Pennsylvania. And we had an attempted assassination on a presidential candidate and former president of the United States, and now current president of the United States. Nothing I say can unite us as a country. Nothing I can say right now can fix what is broken."
Experts who study political violence agree its frequency and seriousness is increasing significantly, as more Americans believe the system does not work for them and feel frustrated and helpless. A February poll by Bright Line Watch, a group of political scientists tracking democratic norms and institutions, found that while only 2 percent of Democrats and 3 percent of Republicans support violence against opposition party leaders in general, that rises to about 10 percent for opposition party leaders who enact "harmful or exploitative policies."

The funeral for Minnesota state Rep. Melissa Hortman and her husband, Mark Hortman, who were fatally shot at their home in June. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


While a great majority opposed political violence, that still left nearly one in 10 who were willing to tell pollsters they favored it.
"The more support there is for political violence, the more it makes actual political violence more common," Pape said. "It creates the mantle of legitimacy for individuals who may be volatile or have their own psychosocial reasons to go over the edge."
It is only by luck, Pape added, that the bullet aimed at Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania, in June 2024 did not take a slightly different trajectory, and that Pelosi was not home when her would-be assailant broke in. Otherwise, he said, the parallels between this era and the assassinations of the 1960s would be even more apparent.
Matthew Dallek, a political historian at George Washington University, said the country's political factions increasingly see each other as mortal enemies who threaten the country's existence, and from there, it is not a big step for mentally unbalanced people to turn to violence. Social media, Dallek added, acts as a sort of accelerant in spreading these toxic ideas.
"We are in the most politically violent moment we've been in as a country since the 1960s and the 1970s," Dallek said. "It does feel like we are in a 1960s-era cycle, and it's really hard to get out of."
Other experts warned that more violence may be in store, as acts like Kirk's killing can lead to a cycle of retribution, in which each side believes that the attacks against it justify a similarly deadly response.
"We are at a very dangerous place in which an act of violence can spur reciprocal acts of violence," said William Braniff, executive director of the Polarization and Extremism Research and Innovation Lab (PERIL) at American University. He added, "Rhetoric that dehumanizes different views or different orientations or different religions creates a permission structure for violence."
Braniff, a former senior official at the Department of Homeland Security, advocates strategies such as education and "pre-bunking," or training people preemptively to recognize manipulative or dangerous messages, to reduce the chance that they will turn to radicalism and violence.
"We've been in dark places before, darker than now," he said. "We don't have to go there."
A precursor to this era's violence -- and a reminder that it has always been with us to some degree -- occurred in February 2011, when then-Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-Arizona) was shot and gravely wounded outside a supermarket where she was holding an event for constituents. Giffords has since created an advocacy group against gun violence, and on Wednesday she spoke out against the shooting.

Flowers rest next to a hospital in Orem, Utah, on Wednesday. (Ty ONeil/AP)


"I'm horrified to hear that Charlie Kirk was shot at an event in Utah," Giffords posted on social media. "Democratic societies will always have political disagreements, but we must never allow America to become a country that confronts those disagreements with violence."
David Holt, the Republican mayor of Oklahoma City, said the 1995 bombing of the federal building in his city, which killed 168 people, shows where such violence can lead.
"I feel it's my obligation as mayor of this city to use that as a reminder. There is no reason for anyone in America to repeat these mistakes," Holt said. "That was political violence on a much larger scale, but it's the same kind of motivation, and the same dehumanization and rejection of compromise, that leads to individual assassination. It's all sort of the same disease."
Americans, Holt added, too often forget that compromise, and even losing sometimes, is a critical part of democracy.
"We are not getting conditioned enough to understand that we are going to have to compromise, and that is part of the deal," Holt said. "Violence is the ultimate statement that you no longer have any interest in trying to change somebody's mind, and we as a society seem to jump to that conclusion all too often."
Dallek noted that after the Oklahoma City bombing, President Bill Clinton traveled to the city and gave what is often regarded as the best speech of his career, urging the country to come together. It is not clear, Dallek suggested, that today's leaders are willing or able to make a similar unifying gesture.
"To all my fellow Americans beyond this hall, I say, one thing we owe those who have sacrificed is the duty to purge ourselves of the dark forces which gave rise to this evil," Clinton said in his speech at the time. "They are forces that threaten our common peace, our freedom, our way of life."
Trump, in his own comments from the Oval Office after Kirk's shooting, was more blunt in blaming one side of the political spectrum. "Radical left political violence has hurt too many innocent people and taken too many lives," Trump said. "Tonight, I ask all Americans to commit themselves to the American values for which Charlie Kirk lived and died."
Smith, the senator from Minnesota, said the angry rhetoric that now characterizes so much political debate has to be toned down, and that is in large part the responsibility of political leaders.
"I try very hard to not use metaphors or rhetoric in my political speech," she said. "I'm sure I make mistakes, but we all need to try not to use metaphors that cross the line. People in authority have power, and they should be using their power to stem this violence and not to fuel it."
Cox sounded especially brokenhearted as he spoke of the accumulating bloodshed and asked what America had become. He noted that the Declaration of Independence lists "life" as the first of humanity's unalienable rights, adding, "Today, a life was taken."
"We just need every single person in this country to think about where we are and where we want to be, to ask ourselves, 'Is this it? Is this what 250 years have wrought on us?'" Cox said. "I pray that that's not the case."
Karen Tumulty and Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Tell The Post your thoughts on political violence and videos of shootings
We want to hear readers' thoughts on political violence and their experiences with it on social media in the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's killing.

(Tess Crowley/AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-09-11
The killing of conservative activist Charlie Kirk follows a wave of political violence in America that has targeted people from both political parties.
We want to hear from readers about how they are feeling about political violence in America. We also want to know if you or your children have seen violent videos on social media -- and how that has potentially impacted your views. Please share your thoughts through the form below. We will use these responses to shape our reporting, but we won't publish what you share with us without following up with you, so please provide your contact information. Thank you for contributing.
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Donald Trump has picked 
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Politics
At a Capitol Hill church, mourners gather at a vigil for Charlie Kirk
More than 150 people gathered to remember the conservative political figure, who was fatally shot during a campus event.

Vigil goers exit a service for Charlie Kirk at St. Joseph's on Capitol Hill Roman Catholic Church in Washington on Wednesday. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Anna Liss-Roy | 2025-09-11
Hours after Charlie Kirk, co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was fatally shot Wednesday, a crowd gathered in the pews of St. Joseph's, a Roman Catholic Church less than a mile from the U.S. Capitol, to remember the political leader.
The gathering was organized Wednesday afternoon by the office of Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kansas) as a prayer vigil. By the time the service began, it had been announced that Kirk had been killed, and the event became a memorial. Freshly printed programs at the entrance read in bold typeface: "A SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF CHARLIE KIRK."
More than 150 people attended, according to Marshall's office. Many were young, White and still dressed in work clothes. They came in response to an invitation, sent around Capitol Hill, to pay their respects and pray for Charlie's family and the Turning Point community. When the service began at 7:12 p.m., the pews were largely filled.

Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas) and young conservatives gathered Sept. 10 at a Washington, D.C. church to remember Charlie Kirk.


"My staff is made up of mostly young adults who all admired and learned from Charlie," Marshall said in a statement. "I was proud of my staff for turning to prayer, seeking comfort in community, and faith in Christ as we all grieve such a profound loss."
The Rev. William Gurnee, who led the 12-minute service, eulogized Kirk as a man of faith. Gurnee led congregants through the Lord's Prayer and lamented that someone known for dialogue, who was outspoken about his beliefs, had been killed.
As the pastor spoke, a man in a middle row rubbed the back of the woman next to him. She wiped away tears.
In a pew to their right sat Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas), who said he has known Kirk since 2018. Standing on the steps of the church before the service, Crenshaw said in a brief interview that he was devastated for Kirk's children.
"He wasn't just this activist. He wasn't some, like, flamethrower. The guy was a true intellectual," Crenshaw said. "This was not random violence. This was politically motivated violence." Crenshaw added that he fears for his own safety as a member of Congress.

Will O'Brien sits on the church steps ahead of a vigil for Charlie Kirk on Wednesday. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


One of the first people to arrive was 28-year-old Will O'Brien. He sat outside, on the steps, to gather his thoughts. O'Brien, who is Irish and lives in San Francisco, said he was on Capitol Hill for meetings on Wednesday when he saw the news that Kirk had been shot. He looked up the nearest church and came, not realizing a vigil was planned.
O'Brien said that he doesn't follow Kirk particularly closely, but that he has watched some of his content and is broadly aligned with some of his views. "It's just shocking," O'Brien said. "He's a father and a husband and a brother and a son ... just that someone could be killed in cold blood like that. It's just crazy to me that this is what it's devolved to now."
Caleb Owens, 21, a conservative who works on Capitol Hill, said the news made it hard to focus on work. He said he believes Kirk's death will have a sharp impact on the political right. "There's kind of a state of shock. It's like a bad dream."
"I think Charlie Kirk's role in the right wasn't really directing the intellectual movements of young men, but actually bringing moderates to where the Trump administration is today," Owens said. "By killing Charlie Kirk, you killed the moderate conservative. That's a void that will quickly be filled by something that's more angry."
Before the service, Owens stood outside chatting with Javier Obregon, 22, a conservative colleague on the Hill. "I certainly worry about the atmosphere that's being created now, just the lack of empathy among certain people," Obregon said. He described callous reactions he had seen online in response to Kirk's death.
Kathrine Bedard was in a meeting at the conservative think tank where she works when Kirk was shot. Her phone lit up with notifications. She said her immediate reaction was to pray. Devastated by Kirk's death, Bedard emphasized the impact he had on the young conservative movement.
"He captured Gen Z's heart in the way that he engaged with college campuses," she said. "He really, really was a 'turning point' in the conservative movement, and I think all of us who grew up seeing his platform take off and seeing what he did, we'll never forget that."
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White House
In Trump's White House, Charlie Kirk's killing is deeply personal
The conservative founder of Turning Point USA animated a generation of young activists and was on a first-name basis with most of the West Wing.

Charlie Kirk at the White House in 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum, Emily Davies | 2025-09-11
The West Wing was a place of wet eyes on Wednesday as shocked White House officials processed that Charlie Kirk, the firebrand conservative activist and for many a personal friend, was in critical condition and then pronounced dead.
Kirk, 31, who succumbed to a gunshot to the neck while speaking on a Utah college campus, was on a first-name basis with an entire generation of White House officials, a cadre of twenty- and thirtysomethings who came of political age in the era after President Donald Trump first took office and who now occupy some of the country's most powerful positions.
Many of them have credited Kirk with Trump's reelection and their own paths to political engagement. While he was a divisive figure who taunted the left with anti-trans, anti-feminist and anti-affirmative action rhetoric, Kirk was the leading voice of young conservatism in America, tirelessly spreading his gospel on college campuses with help from wealthy donors since he founded Turning Point USA when he was just 18.
"No one could better explain to the youth movement in succinct fashion why conservative ideals should prevail," said Jeff DeWit, a longtime friend who helped oversee operations and finances for Trump's campaigns. "It's a devastating and irreplaceable loss for the Republican Party. Outside of Trump, no one else has that level of magnetism within our party."

Flags were lowered to half-staff on Wednesday at the White House. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The White House was transfixed Wednesday as administration officials absorbed what had happened. Inside the West Wing, officials kept their eyes glued to televisions tuned to Fox News. The president was repeatedly briefed on Kirk's condition, a senior White House official said, as an afternoon packed with policy meetings turned into a vigil, then a wake.
First, Trump issued a call to pray for Kirk. Then, after the president was informed he had died, he announced it to the world on his social media platform, Truth Social. His aides drafted a proclamation to facilitate the lowering of flags to half-staff. A black-clad groundskeeper paced first to a massive new flagpole on the North Lawn of the White House to crank the flag lower, then ascended to the roof of the White House to bring those flags down, too.
Trump ordered all American flags throughout the United States to be lowered to half-staff until Sunday evening, a remarkably quick display of official mourning for a man who held no public office and who was a deeply polarizing figure in a deeply polarized nation.
"He was loved and admired by ALL, especially me, and now, he is no longer with us," the president wrote on Truth Social. "Charlie, we love you!"
Later Wednesday, the president posted a tribute video from the Oval Office. He said he was "filled with grief" and invoked religious language, calling Kirk a "martyr for truth and freedom" even though neither a suspect nor a motive had yet been identified.

In his message about Charlie Kirk's death, President Trump said the radical left had "hurt too many innocent people." There have been attacks on both sides.


Kirk's killing was also likely to reverberate through Trump's White House because of its power to revive memories of the president's near-assassination in Butler, Pennsylvania, in 2024.
Cabinet secretaries, Trump family members and top White House brass including deputy chiefs of staff Stephen Miller and James Blair were among the hundreds of prominent conservatives who issued statements describing Kirk as a dear friend, husband and father. On social media, dozens of young conservative leaders shared videos of Kirk's young daughter running toward him then falling into his lap for an embrace. Many shared compilations of him expressing love for his wife, Erika Frantzve.
"Charlie wasn't just a friend -- he was like a little brother to me -- and to millions of people around the world -- he was a true inspiration," the president's eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., wrote on X. "You will be missed more than words can ever say -- but your legacy will never be forgotten and we will keep fighting the good fight."

Kirk and his wife Erika Frantzve appear onstage with Sergio Gor, Donald Trump Jr. and the Village People at a Turning Point USA event in January. (Samuel Corum/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, a chorus of Trump allies on social media demanded a muscular response to the killing, with some calling for retaliatory violence. In an administration that has been willing to dispense with precedent and expand powers beyond those claimed by other modern presidents, it remained uncertain late Wednesday whether the attack would serve as a lightning bolt igniting further conflict or divisions. Officials at the White House said that at least in the immediate aftermath of Kirk's death, it was too soon to discuss what they might do next.
"We're thinking about Charlie and his family," a senior White House official said when asked what actions Trump might take in reaction to the killing. "We're not thinking about a political response." The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a White House that was in mourning.
The tenor of any response could turn on the identity and ideology of the shooter. On Wednesday afternoon, police had detained two different people -- one at the scene and one later who was described as a person of interest. Both were quickly released.
The shooting occurred as Kirk addressed a crowd at Utah Valley University.

A law enforcement officer walks near the tent where Kirk was fatally shot Wednesday. (Jim Urquhart/Reuters)


Kirk was a key figure in capturing the energy of a new generation of political activists and in galvanizing them toward conservatism, driving Trump's appeal among young people and expanding his base. Kirk embraced many of Trump's most controversial policies and was unapologetic about both Trump's and his own divisive effect on the nation overall. His podcast served as a key rallying cry for activists seeking to overturn Trump's defeat to Joe Biden in 2020.
Camryn Baylee Kinsey, who worked in the presidential personnel office during Trump's first term, recalled watching the 2020 election inside the West Wing with Kirk -- who had inspired her years earlier to start a Turning Point USA chapter at the University of Louisville and, later to join the White House staff. They stayed late and, with his wife, watched the results trickle in.
"Charlie Kirk shaped my decision-making and helped me become the person I am today," Kinsey said. "He was an extraordinary example of faith."

Flags at half-staff Wednesday at the White House. (Daniel Becerril/Reuters)


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez in Phoenix contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/09/10/charlie-kirk-trump-white-house/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National Security
House passes $892.6 billion defense bill over Democrats' protests
The vote, mostly along party lines, lost Democratic support as the GOP rebuffed efforts to rein in President Donald Trump's domestic military agenda.

National Guard troops near the U.S. Capitol in Washington in late August. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Noah Robertson | 2025-09-11
The House passed its $892.6 billion defense policy bill Wednesday, despite vocal criticism from Democrats after the Republican majority denied votes to limit the Trump administration's use of the military domestically.
The bill advanced by a vote of 231 to 196, largely along party lines.
The House now will wait on the Senate to pass its version of the annual legislation before beginning the "conference" process, in which negotiators from both chambers reconcile their two bills ahead of a final vote expected later in the fall.
Earlier in the week, the Republican-led House Rules Committee restricted votes on a slate of amendments Democrats had sought to address their concerns that the Trump administration is politicizing the military and using it without authority for domestic law enforcement.
In response, Rep. Adam Smith (Washington), the House Armed Services Committee's top Democrat, said the bill was likely to lose much of his party's support.
"We had a number of amendments that would have at least given this chamber the opportunity to debate" the administration's actions, Smith said on the House floor. "They were all silenced."
Broadly, the House bill focuses on reforming the Pentagon's cumbersome rules for buying weapons, something Republicans and Democrats alike have blamed for the atrophy in America's defense industry. It also includes other areas of bipartisan agreement, such as a renewal of a long-term security aid program for Ukraine and a nearly 3.8 percent pay raise for members of the military.
"This is a strong, bipartisan bill that delivers for our warfighters and deters our adversaries," House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mike D. Rogers (R-Alabama) said ahead of Wednesday's vote.
The defense policy bill follows the passage earlier this summer of a one-time jolt in military funding as part of President Donald Trump's tax cut and health care package. That legislation included $150 billion for the military, including programs that normally appear in the annual defense budget. Congress's spending bills have stalled as lawmakers negotiate a deal to avoid a government shutdown before the end of the month.
The measures adopted Wednesday include the repeal of authorizations for military force granted in 2002 and 1991 -- covering the Iraq War and the first Gulf War, respectively -- and barring the military's Tricare health insurance program from covering gender transition care.
Both provisions could be cut when the bill is reconciled with the Senate's version, which the upper chamber began debating this week. But the amendment on gender transition care proved a final strike for many of the Democrats wavering on whether to support the House legislation.
Other Republican-advanced amendments, including those seeking to cut U.S. security assistance to Ukraine and Taiwan, failed by wide margins.
In recent years, Democrats have grown increasingly frustrated that the normally bipartisan legislation that governs America's military has become a highly partisan exercise, with furious debates over divisive cultural issues such as abortion and diversity.
Republicans proposed fewer such amendments overall this year, in large part because the Trump administration has already taken many of the steps they wanted, including banning transgender service members and ending initiatives related to diversity, equity and inclusion in the military.
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National
Charlie Kirk, fiery voice in conservative politics, killed at 31
Charlie Kirk, 31, built one of the most influential organizations on the right, turning viral debate moments into fuel for Turning Point's rapid growth.

Turning Point USA Founder Charlie Kirk at the Turning Point Believers' Summit in 2024. (Alex Brandon/AP)


By Natalie Allison, Drew Harwell, Matt Viser, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-09-11
Charlie Kirk, the founder of Turning Point USA, leveraged an audience of millions of fervent conservative fans and fierce liberal critics to create a youth-oriented movement on the right, emerging as one of the most prominent voices in the age of Donald Trump.
He specialized in debates -- especially at college campuses -- in which he took on liberal opponents, often creating moments that went viral and captured audiences across the political spectrum. It was during one such session Wednesday at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, that Mr. Kirk, 31, was shot and killed, sending shock waves through Trump's base of supporters and beyond.
Trump confirmed Mr. Kirk's death in a statement on social media, a sign of his importance to the president's political movement.
He later recorded an Oval Office address in which he called Mr. Kirk's killing a "heinous assassination" and described him as a "martyr for truth and freedom."
"This is a dark moment for America," Trump said. "Charlie Kirk traveled the nation joyfully engaging everyone interested in good-faith debate. His mission was to bring young people into the political process, which he did better than anybody, ever."

Charlie Kirk supercharged the conservative youth movement and was one of the nation's leading conservative voices before he was fatally shot Sept. 10


The shooting happened on the first stop of Mr. Kirk's latest series, the American Comeback Tour, during which Mr. Kirk sat with a microphone under a tent labeled "Prove Me Wrong."
That was a regular format for Mr. Kirk, one in which groups of young people -- thousands at times -- would gather to listen to him debate students on issues such as affirmative action and transgender rights.
The attention generated by those debates helped Turning Point's rapid growth from a controversial student movement rebuking feminism and diversity initiatives to one of the most active groups in conservative politics. That growth came as once-mighty right-wing forces such as the Conservative Political Action Conference and National Rifle Association suffered leadership scandals and diminished followings -- while attendance at Turning Point's student summits skyrocketed.

Kirk throws hats to the crowd Wednesday shortly before he was shot at a Utah Valley University speaking event in Orem, Utah. (Trent Nelson/The Salt Lake Tribune/Reuters)


As his influence expanded, so did Mr. Kirk's relationship with Trump, which had long been warm but deepened after the November election.
During the 2024 campaign, he spearheaded a pro-Trump get-out-the-vote operation that mobilized thousands of field workers in swing states. Turning Point Action's field operation was one of several that Trump's team relied on as it slimmed down its own canvassing effort.
During the presidential transition after the election, Mr. Kirk was a regular presence at Mar-a-Lago -- at times taking part in meetings about potential Cabinet picks, according to people who were present at Trump's estate at the time.

Donald Trump, then the president-elect, with Kirk in December. (Cheney Orr/Reuters)


Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday praised Mr. Kirk, saying on X that his events were "one of the few places with open and honest dialogue between left and right."
"He would answer any question and talk to everyone."
He also frequently generated outcry with provocative statements -- saying last year that women in their 30s are "not at their prime" for dating and commenting that he thought twice about flying on planes with Black pilots because he questioned whether they had the job because of the airline's diversity, equity and inclusion goals.
After Trump reentered the White House, Mr. Kirk remained in touch with the president and top aides, particularly about issues that were dividing the MAGA base, such as efforts to avoid deporting undocumented immigrants in certain industries, including agriculture and hospitality. That was among the topics Mr. Kirk regularly fired up his audience to raise their voices about -- warning that the Trump administration should not "grant amnesty" to any immigrants in the country unlawfully -- while also keeping in touch with Trump and his team and seeking to calm tempers among MAGA followers.
In an interview in July with The Washington Post, Mr. Kirk warned that the Republican Party needed to do more to address the financial troubles of young adults to better compete with the economic message pushed by progressive populists like Zohran Mamdani, New York City's Democratic mayoral nominee.
"We have a serious problem of massive debt, sports gambling debt, credit card debt, medical debt of a generation that I speak to," Mr. Kirk said. "This is going to be on us. We have to deliver. We have to deliver a better economy, materially, for them, with better wages, higher incomes, hopefully more affordable housing. And I think we can, and whether we will or not is a probability thing."
He called for the party to take "dramatic" action, such as announcing that "we're going to build 10 million homes, Marshall Plan-type thing."
Mr. Kirk told The Post he was loyal to Trump "because he's a friend," but noted that on occasion he would push back on Trump's decisions.
Charles James Kirk was born Oct. 14, 1993, and grew up in the Chicago suburb of Prospect Heights, Illinois. His father was an architect, and his mother was a mental health counselor.
Mr. Kirk said he experienced a political awakening in middle school, when he began reading books by free-market economist Milton Friedman. By the time he was in high school, he was debating classmates and teachers whom he considered militant leftists. He also began making YouTube videos and speaking to tea party groups, where he caught the attention of Bill Montgomery, a conservative activist and retired restaurateur.
Montgomery encouraged Mr. Kirk to skip college and helped him launch Turning Point USA in 2012, just after Mr. Kirk graduated high school.
In 2021, Mr. Kirk married Erika Frantzve, an entrepreneur and former Miss Arizona USA. They had two children.
Turning Point's annual AmericaFest -- among a slate of periodic conferences held at convention centers around the country -- has drawn large crowds of college students as Trump and top right-wing officials and influencers have taken the stage. Pyrotechnics, loud dance music and an energetic crowd have been the markers of the conferences, where Mr. Kirk and others in the organization have urged students to embrace not only conservative politics but traditional family values, too.

An audience listens to Kirk speak during "Freedom Night In America" in 2022 in Phoenix. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


In July, Mr. Kirk told the crowd of young attendees at his Student Action Summit that they should marry and have children as young as possible.
Stephen K. Bannon, a former Trump adviser and another leading voice in the MAGA movement, on Wednesday called Turning Point's conferences "the most important events of the calendar for the conservative movement."
"Charlie Kirk is a casualty of the political war going on in this country," Bannon said on his "War Room" show Wednesday evening after Mr. Kirk's death was confirmed.
Mr. Kirk toured college campuses for combative public debates, in which he jousted onstage with mostly liberal questioners.
In September, he starred in a viral debate video on the YouTube channel Jubilee titled "Can 25 Liberal College Students Outsmart 1 Conservative?" that has been viewed more than 30 million times.
On TikTok, where he had more than 7 million followers, Mr. Kirk's account posted a video taken minutes before the shooting showing him commenting on the size of the crowd. "That's a lot of people, Utah, I tell you what," he said. "We're gonna be here for a couple hours. Get comfortable. Bring the best libs Utah has to offer."

Kirk stands among attendees during the third day of the 2024 Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Hasan Piker, a left-wing influencer scheduled to debate Mr. Kirk in two weeks at Dartmouth College, processed the shooting in real time Wednesday on his Twitch stream. "This is the ultimate fear for a political commentator. This is it. This is the thing you don't want happening. This is the thing you never want happening. This is what a lot of people fantasize happening to me all the ... time," he said, adding an expletive for emphasis.
On a video posted to social media depicting the moments before the shooting, Mr. Kirk was shown responding to a question about gun violence. "Do you know how many mass shooters there have been in America over the last 10 years?" the questioner said.
"Counting or not counting gang violence?" Mr. Kirk responded, just before the shot rang out.
Mr. Kirk reached millions of followers through his "Charlie Kirk Show" podcast on Instagram, Rumble and YouTube, on which he spoke often about gun violence and American crime.
His friends and allies described Mr. Kirk's daily videos as part of a technological and political revolution that has transformed the country.
"He's almost as close to monoculture as Gen Z gets," said conservative media commentator Emily Jashinsky on "The Megyn Kelly Show." "Everybody felt like they knew Charlie Kirk, even if they didn't like Charlie Kirk."
In a sign of his broad cultural relevance, Mr. Kirk's debate style was parodied last month in an episode of "South Park." Mr. Kirk called the lampooning a "badge of honor" and said, "We as conservatives need to be able to take a joke, right?"
Mr. Kirk this week sparred with CNN commentator Van Jones, after the former Obama administration official accused him of "race-mongering" with his commentary on the stabbing of Ukrainian refugee Iryna Zarutska in Charlotte.
Mr. Kirk responded that the attacker "racialized" the incident when he said "I got the White girl" following the stabbing. The Post could not independently verify that Decarlos Dejuan Brown Jr., who is charged with the killing, said those words. Mr. Kirk called Jones a "Marxist" and a "race hustler" -- then invited him to appear on his show.
"He fought with words not weapons," Jones wrote on social media, offering his prayers to Mr. Kirk's family and calling the shooting "horrifying and heartbreaking."

Kirk prays at a 2022 event in Phoenix. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Mr. Kirk grew up in a household that was not particularly political.
"He was always more clear on his surroundings and always better at questions," Robert Kirk, his father, told the local Daily Herald in 2013. "Always better able to understand what's happening than your typical kid."
He was a multisport athlete at Wheeling High School, a varsity basketball captain and an Eagle Scout who had ambitions of attending the United States Military Academy at West Point.
"I saw something in Charlie that I knew down the road we more than likely would be hearing his name. Seeing him," Wheeling football coach Jim Golden told the Daily Herald. "Sure enough, he's on Fox News and C-SPAN. I happened to turn on the television the other day, and there he was."
As a high school student, Mr. Kirk volunteered for the campaign of U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R), a candidate to whom he bore no relation but joked that he worked for because of their shared last name. At the start of his senior year, Mr. Kirk and some of his friends protested the school cafeteria's decision to double the price of a cookie, to 50 cents.
"Together we can show the establishment the power of our generation," he wrote on the page of a 400-member Facebook group he created, according to the Chicago Tribune. "Cookies are the highlight of most school days, only to be DOUBLED in price without our consultation? NO! Enough of the manipulation. We must stand together in this fight. Fight the Power!"
Cheaper cookies returned.
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Politics
Trump administration will resume plans for federal charity drive
The move comes after pushback from charities that had opposed ending the longstanding tradition of charitable giving from the federal workforce.

The Office of Personnel Management runs the annual Combined Federal Campaign, which raised nearly $70 million for thousands of charities last year. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield | 2025-09-11
The Trump administration is resuming the upcoming federal workers' charity drive, the largest of its kind in the country, after the Office of Personnel Management had paused planning and considered ending the initiative.
The annual Combined Federal Campaign -- which has raised more than $9 billion since the 1960s from federal government employees donating their pay and time -- is expected to launch as normal next month after a two-week pause, according to a memo the OPM sent to agencies obtained by The Washington Post.
The memo notes that the OPM has concerns about the drive's administrative costs and declining participation and "is evaluating changes to the CFC for 2026 (including whether to continue the program)."
The decision to resume the charity drive comes after pushback from charities that had opposed ending the long-standing tradition of nonprofit giving from the federal workforce. OPM Director Scott Kupor, in a blog post Wednesday, said the drive would continue "only because many charities have already spent time and money preparing for this over the course of this year." He said the OPM expects to spend $22 million to administer it this year.
The Nonprofit Alliance and 389 other charities wrote to Kupor and congressional leaders last week warning that if the drive didn't continue, there would be "devastating consequences" for the causes the charities support. They also noted that the organizations had already paid application fees and listing fees.
"In 2024 alone, federal employees contributed approximately $70 million to nearly 4,500 charities across 39 geographic zones, supporting critical efforts such as disaster relief, health care for underserved populations, educational access, environmental conservation, and veteran support services," the letter read.
The charities that lobbied to continue the drive include a diverse array of causes, including the Alzheimer's Research and Prevention Foundation, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, Birthright, Meals on Wheels America and the Wounded Warrior Project.
Many of the charities that signed the letter are based in the Washington region, the area with most of the giving in the drive. Last year, workers gave more than $33.7 million in pledged donations and volunteer hours to charities in the Mid-Atlantic, out of $68.2 million raised in total.
Rosie Allen-Herring, president and CEO of United Way of the National Capital Area, said that a cancellation of the charity campaign would have further strained local food banks and other charities that have already lost other sources of funding and have seen greater demand since the mass firings of people working for the federal government.
Now, charities are hoping that the downsized federal workforce will still donate.
"We don't know how many have been impacted, meaning how many federal workers who are now departing that would have been participants," Allen-Herring said.
Jennifer Ward, a federal retiree and member of the Local Federal Coordinating Committee, which helps oversee the charity drive coordination, said those involved were told by OPM officials Wednesday to proceed with the campaign, which may face delays due to the pause.
"We don't know about any future campaigns, but we are a go for this year," Ward said.
Mike May, president and CEO of MP May Inc., one of the contractors that coordinates outreach with charities, celebrated the lifting of the pause.
"We are in the business of helping people and helping charities," May said in a statement. "It's great to be back at work with our federal family we have been working with for 35 years."
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court won't block transgender student's use of school bathroom
The court left standing a lower-court order allowing a trans student to use a bathroom that aligns with his gender identity, rejecting South Carolina's emergency appeal to lift the ruling.

The sun sets on the Supreme Court in Washington in 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-09-11
The Supreme Court on Wednesday left standing a lower court order allowing a 14-year-old transgender student to use a school bathroom that aligns with his gender identity, turning aside an emergency appeal from South Carolina to lift the ruling.
The majority said the state had not met the bar to seek an emergency reversal of a preliminary injunction by a federal judge, who had permitted the teen to use the boys' restroom while he sues over the state's bathroom restrictions for transgender students.
"The denial of the application is not a ruling on the merits of the legal issues presented in the litigation," the court wrote. "Rather, it is based on the standards applicable for obtaining emergency relief from this Court."
Justices Clarence Thomas, Neil M. Gorsuch and Samuel A. Alito Jr., all conservatives, said they would have blocked the transgender teen's use of the boys' restroom.
The preliminary injunction applies only to the ninth-grade student, who attends an unidentified high school in Berkeley County outside of Charleston.
The ruling comes as the Supreme Court is set to hear a major case during the term that begins next month that probably will decide whether states can bar transgender athletes from playing on girls' and women's sports teams in schools and colleges. More than two dozen states have enacted such bans.
The ruling cuts against recent decisions by the high court as President Donald Trump and some states have moved to roll back transgender rights in a range of areas.
Earlier this year, the justices allowed the Trump administration to ban transgender soldiers from the military for the time being. Last term, in a landmark 6-3 ruling along ideological lines, the high court allowed states to ban gender transition treatments for minors.
The South Carolina case began when the state conditioned school district funding on compliance with a requirement that schools limit students to using bathrooms that correspond with their biological sex as part of a budget bill for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.
The transgender student, who was assigned female at birth but has identified and presented as a boy since childhood, was suspended from the middle school he was attending for using the boys' bathroom and threatened with expulsion if he continued, according to plaintiff's court filings that referred to the teen as John Doe, with male pronouns.
The student's parents withdrew him from school and enrolled him in an online school. The boy became academically disengaged and socially isolated, so he wanted to return to in-person learning but only if he could use the bathroom of his choosing, according to the filings.
The teen and his parents sued the state, school district and others over the restroom restriction in 2024, saying the rule violated Title IX, the landmark law that prohibits sex discrimination in education, and constitutional provisions that all people must be treated equally.
The court initially did not rule on the teen's request for a preliminary injunction, but he renewed it when South Carolina passed the same bathroom restrictions as part of a budget bill for the current fiscal year.
Then in July, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case involving transgender athletes. A federal judge stayed the teen's case until the high court issued a ruling in the athlete case because it touched on similar issues.
On appeal, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit granted the teen an injunction against enforcement of the bathroom rule in his case. The ruling came the day before school was set to begin in Berkeley County.
The 4th Circuit based its ruling on a high-profile 2020 case in which it found that restrictions that had prevented a transgender student from Virginia, Gavin Grimm, from using a school bathroom that aligned with his gender identity violated Title IX and the Equal Protection Clause.
The Supreme Court declined to review that ruling.
Last month, South Carolina filed an emergency appeal with the Supreme Court, asking the justices to uphold the state's bathroom restrictions in the teen's case. They said the high court's ruling last year on state bans for transgender treatment for minors and the pending case on transgender athletes undercut the Grimm precedent.
"This case implicates a question fraught with emotions and differing perspectives," the state wrote in its high court filing. "That is all the more reason to defer to state lawmakers pending appeal. The decision was the South Carolina legislature's to make."
Attorneys for the teen countered that such bans are harmful because they cause transgender students to avoid using bathrooms at all, causing psychological distress, anxiety, dehydration and physical discomfort.
Alexandra Brodsky, an attorney with Public Justice's Students' Civil Rights Project, which represented the teen, applauded the ruling in a statement.
"Today's decision from the Supreme Court reaffirms what we all know to be true: Contrary to South Carolina's insistence, trans students are not emergencies. They are not threats," Brodsky said. "They are young people looking to learn and grow at school, despite the state-mandated hostility they too often face."
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National Security
Democrats pressure Trump to show proof deadly boat strike was legal
The incident has frustrated lawmakers from both parties who have questioned why the administration has not publicly disclosed evidence to back up its claims.

President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speak with the media in the Oval Office on Friday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Noah Robertson | 2025-09-10
Democrats are amplifying pressure on the Trump administration to produce evidence that last week's military strike in the Caribbean Sea killed 11 drug smugglers, which the president has claimed, as lawmakers from both parties question the legal basis for the surprise use of force.
On Wednesday, more than 20 Democrats petitioned President Donald Trump to clarify a host of facts about the operation, including the military assets involved and how the administration confirmed the targets were part of a drug network. Their outreach followed a closed-door briefing by the Pentagon to bipartisan staff from the principal national security committees, a meeting that two people familiar with the matter characterized as vague and unsatisfying.
Sen. Tim Kaine (Virginia) framed the issue as a faceoff between an administration insistent it has sweeping authority to carry out U.S. foreign policy -- including through military force -- and a Congress trying to reassert its role in the process.
"Either they're going to provide me the facts or they're going to refuse to, and if they refuse to provide the facts, I think I am more likely to get more votes on a war powers resolution," Kaine said in an interview, alluding to a law that allows Congress to check a president's use of the military.
The Democrats' effort represents a public push for accountability in the attack, and the prelude to a potential formal challenge through the War Powers Act.
The administration has said it will carry out a broader military campaign against Latin American cartels in a bid to thwart the flow of illicit drugs into the United States, which it says is justified by a Trump executive order designating several groups in the region as "foreign terrorist organizations."
Democrats argue that the Trump administration itself has acknowledged in past congressional testimony that such a designation alone does not permit the use of lethal force.
In announcing the strike on Sept. 2, Trump said the vessel's crew had been "positively identified" as members of Tren de Aragua, a criminal group his administration has sought to connect to Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and violent crime in the U.S. He claimed later that the U.S. government has "tapes" of the suspects speaking, but to date the administration has not released evidence verifying who -- and what -- was aboard the boat blown up by U.S. forces.
Kaine and other Democrats have cast doubt on the administration's statements and questioned why the boat wasn't stopped by a U.S. vessel, consistent with long-standing efforts to interdict suspected drug smugglers.
Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, accused Democrats of "running cover for evil narcoterrorists trying to poison our homeland as over 100,000 Americans die from overdoses every year." In a statement, she repeated the administration's contention that Trump "acted in line with the laws of armed conflict to protect our country" and said he is "delivering on his promise to take on the cartels and eliminate these national security threats."
The administration made similar arguments when formally notifying lawmakers of the strike on Thursday. "It is not possible at this time to know the full scope and duration of military operations that will be necessary," Trump wrote in a letter to congressional leaders. His defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, was in Puerto Rico earlier this week as the Pentagon weighs plans to make the island territory a part of its counternarcotics efforts.

Hegseth speaks to U.S. service members at Muniz Air National Guard Base in Puerto Rico on Monday. (U.S. Air National Guard/Reuters)


No Republicans signed the Democrats' letter to Trump, but at least one -- Sen. Rand Paul (Kentucky) -- has publicly criticized the strike and the legal basis behind it.
"If the new policy is that we will blow you up if we think you might be a drug dealer, that's kind of a worrisome policy," Paul said earlier this week, criticizing remarks by Vice President JD Vance, who has said the deadly strike represents the "highest and best" use of America's military.
The Pentagon's classified briefing Tuesday was restricted to select staff from some of the national security committees, who pressed the administration's representatives to explain the legal authority for the strike, why officials waited to inform lawmakers it had occurred and what U.S. military assets were used, said two people familiar with the matter. Like some others, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue.
The Pentagon sent no lawyers to the Hill for Tuesday's briefing, which these people interpreted as a deliberate effort to avoid addressing the strike's legality. During the meeting, defense officials cited the president's broad authority under Article II of the Constitution to conduct foreign policy deemed in the national interest and said lawyers within the administration had deemed the attack legal, the people familiar with the matter said, noting that the Pentagon's representatives declined to identify the lawyers or provide further documentation.
Sean Parnell, a spokesman for the Pentagon, disputed their account of the briefing, saying defense officials "clearly relayed" the administration's "legal authority" to conduct the strike. The Pentagon's representatives "also presented information that proved the government knew exactly who the terrorists on the boat were, which foreign terrorist organization they were connected to, and where their final destination was," Parnell said in a statement.
The briefing was scheduled for last Friday but was abruptly postponed after the Pentagon told lawmakers' staff that it could not initially answer all of their questions surrounding the legal basis for the strike and the targets involved, people familiar with the matter said.
Democrats have grown increasingly critical of the Trump administration's explanation for the attack, intensifying their rhetoric in the absence of a fuller accounting of what transpired and why the White House deemed it necessary.
Speaking Tuesday on the Senate floor, Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), the Senate Armed Services Committee's top Democrat, demanded release of the intelligence underpinning the attack, the administration's legal rationale and any relevant presidential orders.
U.S. and international law forbids the military from using deadly force against "a civilian vessel" unless it's an act of self-defense, Reed said, adding, "There is no evidence -- none -- that this strike was conducted in self-defense."
"Eleven people were killed without any justification, other than the word of President Trump," Reed said. "If there is evidence that these people were indeed cartel members trafficking drugs, it needs to be made public immediately."
In the summer, Kaine led a separate war powers resolution intended to restrain Trump from entering a conflict with Iran. The effort failed, as the administration conducted a massive bombing campaign against the country's nuclear program.
Kaine said this week that he may do so again if the White House does not provide a satisfactory response, though he acknowledged the likelihood of passing one was low in a Republican-controlled Congress.
"I think the administration actually does not even look for legal rationales," he said. "I think they do what they want, and they either dare a Republican-majority Congress or the courts to stop them if you can."
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Military
National Guard documents show public 'fear,' veterans' 'shame' over D.C. presence
Internal documents reviewed by The Post reveal, with rare candor, how domestic missions rooted in politics risk damaging Americans' trust in the military.

National Guard troops patrol Washington's Dupont Circle neighborhood in late August. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Alex Horton | 2025-09-10
The National Guard, in measuring public sentiment about President Donald Trump's federal takeover of Washington, D.C., has assessed that its mission is perceived as "leveraging fear," driving a "wedge between citizens and the military," and promoting a sense of "shame" among some troops and veterans, according to internal documents reviewed by The Washington Post.
The assessments, which have not been previously reported, underscore how domestic mobilizations that are rooted in politics risk damaging Americans' confidence in the men and women who serve their communities in times of crisis. The documents reveal, too, with a rare candor in some cases, that military officials have been kept apprised that their mission is viewed by a segment of society as wasteful, counterproductive and a threat to long-standing precedent stipulating that U.S. soldiers -- with rare exception -- are to be kept out of domestic law enforcement matters.
Trump has said the activation of more than 2,300 National Guard troops was necessary to reduce crime in the nation's capital, though data maintained by the D.C. police indicates an appreciable decline was underway long before his August declaration of an "emergency." In the weeks since, the Guard has spotlighted troops' work assisting the police and "beautifying" the city by laying mulch and picking up trash, part of a daily disclosure to the news media generated by Joint Task Force D.C., the military command overseeing the deployment.
Not for public consumption, however, is an internal "media roll up" that analyzes the tone of news stories and social media posts about the National Guard's presence and activities in Washington. Government media relations personnel routinely produce such assessments and provide summaries to senior leaders for their awareness. They stop short of drawing conclusions about the sentiments being raised.
"Trending videos show residents reacting with alarm and indignation," a summary from Friday said. "One segment features a local [resident] describing the Guard's presence as leveraging fear, not security -- highlighting widespread discomfort with what many perceive as a show of force."

Trump has several options when considering when to deploy uniformed military into U.S. cities.


A National Guard official acknowledged the documents are authentic but downplayed their sensitivity, saying the assessments are intended for internal use and were inadvertently emailed to The Post last week. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity, citing an unspecified policy. It is unclear how many people mistakenly received the documents.
Col. Dave Butler, an Army spokesman, said the summaries have a singular purpose: to keep the military connected to Americans.
"Of course the Army pays attention to the media. It'd be irresponsible not to see what they're saying about our service members and the missions they're assigned, especially those that are in direct service to American citizens," Butler said. "We have a responsibility to keep the American public informed, and that includes verifying the facts are accurately represented in the media."
Butler's statement did not address the public discussion on social media that is summarized in the reports.

A National Guard assessment measuring public sentiment accidentally provided to The Washington Post on Friday. (The National Guard)


Social media posts about the military mission in D.C. summarized on Friday were assessed to be 53 percent negative, 45 percent neutral and 2 percent positive, the documents say.
While officials have insisted that troops are not policing, their actions have sometimes blurred the lines between soldiering and law enforcement, including detaining criminal suspects until police have arrived. One soldier has been credited with helping the apparent victim of a drug overdose by giving them Narcan, officials have noted.
For most Washington residents and tourists, though, the troops often are most visible at Metro stops and federal monuments, looking bored and absorbing both praise and insults from passersby.
Friday's assessment highlights "Mentions of Fatigue, confusion, and demoralization -- 'just gardening,' unclear mission, wedge between citizens and the military."
The National Guard was ordered to this mission and does not have a responsibility to make it palatable to the public, said Jason Dempsey, a former Army officer who studies civil military affairs for the Center for a New American Security. But, he said, military leaders should think about how deployments with political undertones could have implications for recruiting and sustaining the force.
The themes raised in these assessments, Dempsey said, also should give pause to American citizens. National Guard troops are overseen by governors, who almost always provide their approval when those forces are mobilized for federal service overseas or within the United States. But the mission in Washington, and an earlier deployment to Los Angeles, both occurred against the consent of civil authorities in those jurisdictions.
"When elected representatives say, 'We do not want them,' but the federal government sends them, and then you see these kinds of numbers," he said, "it does raise existential questions for the health of the National Guard, for how America views its National Guard and how America uses the military writ large."

National Guard members spread mulch around the Tidal Basin in D.C. on Aug. 26. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Such concerns also were spelled out in a separate cache of internal documents that outlined another Trump administration initiative: the creation of a "quick reaction force" of National Guard troops to respond to civil unrest anywhere in the United States. In that case, first reported by The Post as Trump's D.C. deployment got underway in mid-August, military officials voiced concern about "potential political sensitivities" and "legal considerations related to their role as a nonpartisan force."
Trump has since signed an executive order directing formation of the quick reaction force.
In examining public opinions online, Guard officials last week highlighted the sentiments shared by people who self-identified as veterans and active-duty troops, who, the documents show, say they viewed the deployment "with shame and alarm." The assessment also homed in on how people are reacting to various court cases challenging Trump's domestic military deployments.
A federal judge last week ruled Trump's mobilization of nearly 5,000 U.S. troops to Los Angeles in June was an illegal use of military force to conduct law enforcement. An appeals court later granted the Trump administration's motion for a stay in the case until its argument could be heard in greater detail -- allowing the military mission there to continue. About 300 National Guard troops remain in the area.
The D.C. deployment, which includes troops not only from the District but from eight Republican-led states as well, is the subject of a lawsuit by city officials who argue that Trump broke the law by putting Guard troops into law enforcement roles. The public reaction being monitored by military officials focuses on "debate about the legality of the mission, whether it's needed and if it has been successful," one assessment reads, noting that there is ongoing criticism of the mission as "federal overreach and politically motivated."
Others viewed the ongoing lawsuit in Washington as "unreasonable," the assessment shows.
The National Guard has sometimes struggled to highlight significant impact from their presence. The public summary from Tuesday, for instance, noted a sole example of troops providing undescribed support to police at Union Station when a person was "acting aggressively." The person was ushered out the door, the Guard noted.
In another update, the Guard indicates troops "continue efforts to restore and beautify public spaces across the District" and have "cleared 906 bags of trash, spread 744 cubic yards of mulch, removed five truckloads of plant waste, cleared 3.2 miles of roadway, and painted 270 feet of fencing."
Those statistics may be among the most consequential takeaways of Trump's use of the military in D.C., Dempsey said, and should prompt scrutiny of whether this mission was ever necessary in the first place.
"That is such a suboptimal use of military training that we should all be asking, 'Why are they here?'" Dempsey said. "If they're picking up trash, they're not here for a security emergency. There's no clearer metric than that."
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Politics
With her new candor, Harris does further damage to Biden's legacy
The former vice president says in a forthcoming book that she regrets not urging Biden to drop out and faulted his White House for a lack of support.

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers a concession speech after losing the 2024 presidential election to Donald Trump at Howard University in Washington on Nov. 6. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2025-09-10
As Joe Biden's vice president, Kamala Harris was a model of discretion and loyalty.
After his disastrous -- and, it turned out, politically fatal -- debate against Donald Trump in June 2024, she was the first to leap to his defense, telling CNN's Anderson Cooper minutes after it was over: "I'm not going to spend all night with you talking about the last 90 minutes when I've been watching the last 31/2 years of performance."
That is why an excerpt from her forthcoming book that appeared Wednesday in the Atlantic is so noteworthy.
The headline is that she now regrets not having attempted to dissuade Biden from running for a second term at a time when most of the country was deciding he was too old and frail to continue in office for another four years.
"'It's Joe and Jill's decision.' We all said that, like a mantra, as if we'd all been hypnotized," Harris wrote. "Was it grace, or was it recklessness? In retrospect, I think it was recklessness. The stakes were simply too high. This wasn't a choice that should have been left to an individual's ego, an individual's ambition. It should have been more than a personal decision."
But the excerpt also reveals, with uncharacteristic candor, Harris's own resentment of how she was treated by Biden and his team over the four years that she served as his vice president. In her narrative, she was constantly being undercut by them, shoved into the background and rarely defended when she was under attack.
"Their thinking was zero-sum: If she's shining, he's dimmed," Harris wrote at one point. At another: "When polls indicated that I was getting more popular, the people around him didn't like the contrast that was emerging." And another: "I often learned that the president's staff was adding fuel to negative narratives that sprang up around me."
Biden's team disputes that characterization. His former White House chief of staff Ron Klain told me in a text that he found the portrayal unfairly harsh.
"The President picked her to be VP even though she slammed him in the first debate, and there were not a lot of party leaders advocating for her selection," Klain wrote, referring to 2019 when Harris was running against Biden for the Democratic presidential nomination. "Also, he stood by her and made no moves or gave no thought to replacing her in 2024 though many donors and party insiders urged that."

Harris and Biden at a campaign event in Pittsburgh on Sept. 2, 2024. (Jeff Swensen/For The Washington Post)


Klain also argued that Harris had a bigger role at White House events than Biden had been given when he was Barack Obama's vice president. "I think she was an excellent VP and did a great job," Klain said, adding: "I feel badly that [her] take on the experience was so negative."
Still, the kind of tension and undercurrent of mistrust that Harris describes is practically a given when a president chooses as his No. 2 someone who is presumed to have political ambitions of their own.
That was the case in Ronald Reagan's White House with Vice President George H.W. Bush, a former rival positioning to be his successor; in Bill Clinton's, with Al Gore in waiting; and in Obama's, where Biden felt slighted when the president under whom he had served for eight years picked Hillary Clinton to take the baton in 2016.
"I was well aware of my delicate status," Harris wrote. "Lore has it that every outgoing chief of staff always tells the incoming president's chief of staff Rule No. 1: Watch the VP."
Her personal history with Biden didn't help, she added: "Because I'd gone after him over busing in the 2019 primary debate, I came into the White House with what we lawyers call a 'rebuttable presumption.' I had to prove my loyalty, time and time again."
But Harris was also in a unique and especially vulnerable position, as the nation's first Black and first female vice president. The excitement that surrounded her as a trailblazer was one of the reasons she was chosen by Biden, but once in office, she claims, the president's team was insufficiently supportive as the inevitable attacks arrived.
"When Fox News attacked me on everything from my laugh, to my tone of voice, to whom I'd dated in my 20s, or claimed I was a 'DEI hire,' the White House rarely pushed back with my actual resume: two terms elected D.A., top cop in the second-largest department of justice in the United States, senator representing one in eight Americans," she wrote.
Harris also complained that she was given unachievable assignments -- chief among them, grappling with the root causes of migration from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador.
"When Republicans mischaracterized my role as 'border czar,' no one in the White House comms team helped me to effectively push back and explain what I had really been tasked to do, nor to highlight any of the progress I had achieved," she wrote.
So Harris ended up shouldering the blame for a border that was out of control, a problem for which both parties were at fault, she claimed, while "no one around the president advocated, Give her something she can win with."
But as Klain noted, this was the same assignment that Biden had been given when he was vice president "so I think he saw that as fair." Before becoming White House chief of staff, Klain served in that top role for two vice presidents, Biden and Gore. So he would understand better than most the built-in strains.
Harris's book, titled "107 Days" -- a reference to the length of her brief campaign as the Democratic nominee after Biden dropped out of the race -- will be released on Sept. 23. Her publisher, Simon & Schuster, is planning an extensive national tour.
She has already announced that she will not be running for California governor next year, as many Democrats had hoped she would. So the book will no doubt fuel speculation that she is planning to try again for president in 2028.
Last year, as the Democratic nominee, she was faulted for her loyalty to Biden and her unwillingness to put any distance between herself and the unpopular president under whom she had served.
That will clearly no longer be an issue. She is finally, belatedly standing on her own. But in doing so, Harris is doing further damage to Biden's already tattered legacy.
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The Post's View
The economy looks weaker. The Federal Reserve looks weaker, too.
With jobs down and inflation up, the Federal Reserve weighs rate cuts and attacks on its independence.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell on Capitol Hill in 2021. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-11
On weeks like this, economics lives up to its nickname: the dismal science.
The job market was already looking weak, having added just 22,000 jobs in August. Then, on Tuesday, the Bureau of Labor Statistics revised is figures downward by a record 911,000 jobs over the year leading up to March. That means the economy added half as many jobs as previously announced.
Economic data released on Thursday showed new applications for weekly unemployment benefits spiked last week to 263,000, the highest since October 2021. Another report showed that overall inflation rose to a 2.9 percent annual rate last month, stubbornly above the Fed's 2 percent target.
There are other worrying signs that the economy is careening into a period of stagflation. Census data released this week showed that real median income growth stalled in 2024. Loan delinquencies are elevated. Consumer sentiment has turned pessimistic. Corporate bankruptcy filings hit their highest monthly rate in July since 2020.
But not all the news is bad. Wholesale producer prices fell slightly last month, despite the impact of tariffs. The stock market is booming, and companies are racing to invest in infrastructure for artificial intelligence. But the incredible strength of the tech boom, while laudatory, might be masking weakness elsewhere.
The Federal Reserve's board of governors, which will convene on Tuesday and Wednesday to vote on whether to cut rates, faces two unpleasant conundrums.
The first relates to President Donald Trump's effort to undermine the independence of the central bank. In practical terms, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell will need to figure out how to seat Stephen Miran and Lisa Cook at the same table. Senate Republicans are racing to confirm Miran, chairman of the White House Council of Economic Advisers, in time for this meeting so that he can vote for a rate cut. The Senate Banking Committee on Wednesday advanced Miran on a party-line vote.
Meanwhile, the Trump administration is trying to get rid of Cook, even though her 14-year term does not expire until 2038. Last month, in a plainly political move, the administration tried to fire the Democratic appointee for cause by accusing her of mortgage fraud. On Tuesday, a district judge ruled that Cook can remain on the board while her legal challenge makes its way through the courts.
Assuming Miran gets confirmed, that will make for an awkward atmosphere while the board tackles a tougher challenge. If the board lowers rates, consumers will get some relief, but inflationary pressures will strengthen. Keep them the same, and the economy may continue its dolorous trajectory. Worse still, in the economy, expectations can be self-fulfilling: workers and vendors who expect higher prices in the future negotiate higher prices for their services today, while people and businesses who expect a slowdown often reduce their own spending in response.
It might seem obvious that the Fed should choose employment over inflation, since unemployment is so brutal on the people who suffer it. That's what investors are betting on. It was also a popular argument after the financial crisis, when many policy analysts suggested that inadequate fiscal and monetary stimulus had left too much slack in the economy, leading to unnecessary suffering. But the post-pandemic recovery demonstrated that high inflation also creates a lot of suffering. Once inflationary expectations get going, it can take a long time -- and considerable economic pain -- to bring them back in line.
The Trump administration could help the Fed out by pulling back on contractionary policies such as tariffs and sweeping immigration crackdowns. Rethinking its attacks on Cook, and by extension the independence of the Fed, would also help, since a weakened central bank would struggle to maintain credibility as an inflation fighter. That further raises the risk that inflationary expectations fuel more inflation.
For the Fed itself, however, we can offer no easy answer to the quandary it's facing, only our fullest sympathies, from one board to another.
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Letters to the Editor
The right way to look at the housing crisis
Readers suggest fixes to the housing crisis and crime

(Nic Antaya/FTWP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-09-11
Robert Showah's Sept. 4 op-ed, "Forget YIMBY. The housing shortage is solving itself.," rightly highlighted that the issues with the housing supply are uneven across America. But to fully grasp why California's housing crisis cannot be generalized, one must look deeper at the demographic underpinnings shaping its housing market.
California's overall fertility rate has now dropped well below the replacement threshold of about 2.1 births per woman, mirroring Japan's earlier slide. When a society sustains fertility rates beneath replacement, housing demand cannot simply be extrapolated from the past. Japan shows what can happen when policymakers ignore this shift: an overbuilt landscape, hollowed-out communities and a housing market shaped more by demographic contraction than by supply scarcity. California risks a similar trajectory.
These demographic headwinds compound California's future housing calculations. Homes that become vacant through downsizing or the death of the homeowner, combined with slowing household formation, might well outpace new construction.
Thus, the "Yes in My Backyard" movement, also known as YIMBY, which works to change zoning laws to increase housing, risks turning owned homes into perpetual rentals. That would benefit only real estate developers at the cost of community stability.
This is not simply a California story; it is a national one shaped by declining fertility, slower immigration and generational turnover. Sound housing policy should reflect that nuance and enable ownership through solutions such as tax credits, mortgage rate buydowns with subsidies, down payment support and starter home protections -- not by building more houses.
Mike Lewis, Encinitas, California
Robert Showah's Sept. 4 op-ed said estimates show that the United States "will supply enough units to bring down prices and resolve the housing crisis" by 2030.
However, if high housing costs continue indefinitely, housing production will not catch up to the true, underlying demand in 2030 or beyond. So the effects of the nation's overall housing supply will continue to be widespread, not just isolated and "local" as the op-ed suggested.
Redfin estimated that by 2030, housing costs could return to the "normal" of 2018 if home-price growth stabilizes and mortgage rates fall to 5.5 percent. But that year, housing inflation was well above overall core inflation. There was a deepening undersupply of housing and a rise in homelessness. It was hardly an affordable market for low- and moderate-income Americans.
And what would it take to stabilize home-price growth? Even assuming the predicted, fairly robust housing production and demographic changes happen, more will be needed. Housing experts recognize that the United States will be prevented from building its way out of the housing crisis by the ever-increasing number and effects of local regulatory barriers unless they are brought under control.
Thomas A. Loftus, Vienna
The writer is president of the Equitable Housing Institute.
The Sept. 8 front-page article "Aging homes are crumbling across U.S." discussed the economic and social impact of debilitating housing conditions on lower-income homeowners in cities across the country. The article featured examples from Philadelphia and described the failure of the local government there to respond timely and with critical resources.
It should have also examined the issue of crumbling homes in the District. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) has admirably supported first-time home buyers through the Housing Purchase Assistance Program. But D.C. provides little to no support to these financially fragile homeowners for repairs they will inevitably need down the road and, in many cases, be unable to afford. For many HPAP advocates, the measure of success is the data showing how many families moved into their own homes. But far more important is how many families are successful homeowners over the long term and are able to improve their health and wealth by building home equity.
Lower-income homeowners also need access to resources and better collaboration between public and private programs to address myriad needs in older housing stock. But to get into those programs, they end up on years-long waiting lists and wrestle with endless paperwork. Meanwhile, none of this does anything to repair their broken toilets, seal up their leaking roofs, eliminate mold infestation or any number of other challenges that come with homeownership.
Audrey Lyon, Washington
The writer is executive director of Yachad Inc., a nonprofit that provides free home repair services for low-income D.C. homeowners.
The Sept. 4 editorial "A federal-city partnership on crime is what's best for D.C." omitted two of the most important elements of crime reduction: prevention and interruption.
After spending 16 years leading crime and violence prevention programs abroad for the U.S. Agency for International Development, I know from experience that relying on enforcement alone is a mistake. A 2023 study found that there was little evidence that military policing reduced crime in Cali, Colombia, and when the military left, crime got worse. In contrast, prevention and interruption work for the long term. A Vanderbilt University evaluation of USAID programs in Central America found that neighborhoods with prevention efforts saw 51 percent fewer homicides and higher trust in police over three years. It's clear that military crackdowns abroad do not bring lasting results. Washington can learn similar lessons.
U.S. cities using violence interruption programs such as Cure Violence have seen shootings drop by 40 to 70 percent, and D.C.'s Cure the Streets program is based on the same approach.
We need to rebuild the D.C. police into a stronger, more trusted organization. But we also need robust investment in prevention and interruption: keep our kids in school, connect our youths to jobs and treat violence as a contagion that can be stopped.
Real safety doesn't come from soldiers in our neighborhoods. It comes from opportunity, prevention and lasting trust.
E. Brennan Dorn, Washington
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Opinions
America's Israel double standard backfires
Response to the strike in Doha erodes America's position as a credible mediator and reliable ally.

A building damaged in an Israeli attack on Hamas leaders in Doha, Qatar, on Tuesday. (Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters)


By Shadi Hamid | 2025-09-11
When a friend reached out to me about the strikes in Doha on Tuesday, I assumed she was referring to a migrant workers' strike and didn't pay much attention to it. Then I saw what actually happened. Israel had bombed a villa in the Qatari capital, targeting senior Hamas officials. An Israeli strike in Qatar -- an ally of the United States and home to one of America's largest military bases -- was not something I expected.
Perhaps I should have. This is what happens when a country believes it operates by different rules than everyone else. This is what happens when that country's closest ally -- the U.S. -- repeatedly demonstrates that those different rules are not just tolerated but enabled. With the addition of Doha, Israel has now bombed five Middle Eastern capitals in recent months, including Beirut, Damascus, Tehran and Sanaa.
The war and genocide in Gaza had a chance of ending. Trump had announced a "final offer" for a peace proposal which was conveyed to Hamas's political leadership in Doha on Monday. As he has many times before, however, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu intensified hostilities for his own political objectives, torpedoing negotiations and changing the goalposts repeatedly. One of Israel's intended targets was Khalil al-Hayya, who had been leading the indirect ceasefire talks with Israel. (Hayya survived the attack, but five others, including a member of Qatar's internal security forces, were killed.)
The timing wasn't coincidental. Hamas negotiators were meeting at the precise moment of the strike to discuss Trump's ceasefire proposal and were scheduled to respond that evening. Yet they became targets in a residential neighborhood of a sovereign nation that has served as a crucial mediator between Hamas and Israel. Qatar's hosting of Hamas, moreover, is not a rogue act; it enjoys America's imprimatur. It is how U.S. administrations, including Trump's, are able to negotiate with Hamas, which is designated as a terrorist organization.
Israel has a right to target anyone implicated in the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks, which killed more than 850 civilians. But Hamas's political leaders in Doha, as even the Israeli press has reported, were not involved in planning the attacks, nor were they informed of the timing.
Tuesday's strike was an odd but telling maneuver: kill the people you're trying to negotiate with to prolong the war you say you're trying to end. But it wasn't the first time. In strikes on Tehran in June, Israel tried to assassinate Ali Shamkhani, the Iranian official overseeing nuclear talks with the Trump administration.
After Israel's strikes in Doha, Trump's response was unusually blunt. In a rare public rebuke of Israel, he expressed his anger on Truth Social: "Unilaterally bombing inside Qatar, a Sovereign Nation and close Ally of the United States, that is working very hard and bravely taking risks with us to broker Peace, does not advance Israel or America's goals."
The U.S. had minimal notice of the strike, leaving American officials scrambling to warn Qatar but too late to prevent it. There is indeed a double standard at play, but not in the way that is often assumed. Israel is the only country in the Middle East that appears to have an unlimited right to defend itself, while simultaneously denying that right to others. It can act with impunity across international borders, violate sovereignty and disrupt diplomatic processes -- consequences be damned. No other country in the region, or anywhere else, enjoys such latitude.
This isn't only about Israel, though. It's about us -- about America's willingness to enable behavior that we would condemn from any other nation.
It might come as a surprise to some that the Democratic leadership's response to Israel's attack has been muted, falling short of even Trump's criticisms. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer expressed concern and bravely requested a classified briefing. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries didn't even express concern, refusing to condemn -- or really say anything at all -- about the strike itself. It was a reminder, if any was needed, that America lacks a viable opposition party.
This is the logical endpoint of a policy that has treated Israel as exceptional for decades. We have convinced ourselves that supporting Israel means never saying no.
What does this say about American power and credibility? If we cannot prevent an ally from attacking another ally, what's the point of being a superpower? If we cannot ensure that peace negotiations proceed without one party bombing the other's negotiators, what kind of mediator are we? The uncomfortable truth is that Israel's destructive role in the region will continue until it is reined in, and there's only one country that can rein it in: the U.S. We provide the weapons, the diplomatic cover and the financial support that makes Israel's regional dominance possible. With that support comes responsibility -- not just for Israel's security, but for the consequences of its actions.
Until the U.S. is willing to take that responsibility seriously, scenes like Tuesday's strike in Doha will continue to repeat. And each time, our position as a credible mediator -- and our relationships with other allies -- will erode. At some point, we have to decide: Are we a global superpower that holds all parties accountable, or are we simply Israel's enabler?
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Opinions
If letting people starve is 'America First,' it's not an America I recognize
Too many political leaders today embrace a concept of America as a nation that cares only about itself.

Grain being unloaded from a truck at a World Food Program distribution center in Dikwa, Nigeria, on Aug. 27. (Sodiq Adelakun/Reuters)


By John C. Danforth | 2025-09-11
John C. Danforth, a Republican, was a U.S. senator from Missouri from 1976 to 1995 and later served as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.
The Trump administration's cuts to food aid for starving people in countries such as Sudan, Nigeria and Afghanistan are a profoundly unmoored expression of its "America First" agenda. To the administration, it apparently doesn't matter that people are dying -- even though the cost of feeding them is a minuscule part of federal spending. Given the dismantling of the U.S. Agency for International Development earlier this year, and the White House's appeal to the Supreme Court on Monday to allow it to freeze billions of dollars in foreign aid, it seems that any amount spent on feeding those beyond our shores is too much.
But if this is "America First," it is not an America I recognize.
In my hometown of St. Louis and across the country, people of all religions operate food pantries for the needy. They gather in the kitchens of their congregations, make sandwiches and go on "grate patrols" to deliver food to people living on the street. Those who receive the food are in many cases mentally ill or substance abusers. The differences between the circumstances of the food's recipients and those who distribute it could not be more obvious.
No one cares about those differences. The only thing that matters is their common humanity.
In 1979, Sens. Jim Sasser, Max Baucus and I visited the Thailand-Cambodia border to draw attention to the plight of Cambodian refugees. Many were dying from starvation before our eyes. After our return to the United States, a check for $23 and some odd cents arrived in my mail, along with a note from the fourth-grader children at St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf in St. Louis. The note said that they were concerned about the children of Cambodia and wanted to help. In inflation-adjusted dollars, $23 then amounts to about $100 today, a significant sum for this small group of 9-year-olds.
Those deaf kids in St. Louis didn't care that Cambodia was halfway around the world, or that many of the refugees who crossed that border into Thailand had been followers of the brutal tyrant Pol Pot. All that mattered was that children were starving, and these fourth-graders wanted to feed them.
Until this year, feeding hungry people wasn't a partisan issue in this country. Sens. Baucus and Sasser were Democrats; I was a Republican. Democratic President Jimmy Carter supported food aid for Cambodia, just as Republican presidents Ronald Reagan did for sub-Saharan Africa and George W. Bush did for Sudan. Congressional support for food aid spanned the ideological spectrum from conservative Republicans to progressive Democrats.
This common principle was beyond debate. It was rooted deep in the soul of our people and our nation. We united across party lines: When people were hungry, America moved to feed them.
By flipping this longstanding, bipartisan concept on its head, our current political leaders have embraced a concept of America as a nation that cares only about itself. Their America bears little resemblance to the one in which those deaf children in St. Louis grew up, a place where legions of people who lived their faith by working at congregational food pantries across the country were also reflecting the principles held by generations of leaders of both major parties.
But that generous, big-hearted America has not disappeared. Those who believe we are a compassionate nation that feeds the hungry must make ourselves heard. We must speak out in public forums. We must write to our congressional representatives. And we must vote -- to restore that America.
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The Post's View
One weird trick to stop Trump's purse snatching
Congress can burn a hole in the president's "pocket rescission."

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) at the Capitol on July 30. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-11
President Donald Trump is trying to stop $4 billion in congressionally approved foreign aid from being spent, without Congress's permission. Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. this week allowed him to pause the spending, but the legislative branch can always simplify the issue by taking an up-or-down vote on his preferred policy.
On Aug. 28, Trump requested that the funds -- which include democracy promotion, development assistance and contributions to peacekeeping operations -- not be spent. An arcane budget law called the Impoundment Control Act allows him to pause the spending while Congress considers his demand. Yet Trump chose the end of August because it is required that the money be spent by a certain day -- and Trump is betting lawmakers will run out the clock rather than take a simple vote on what to do with the money. That would allow him to indefinitely "impound" the expired funds. It's known as a "pocket recission."
Susan Collins (R-Maine), chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, responded to Trump's request by saying that "any effort to rescind appropriated funds without congressional approval is a clear violation of the law." Other moderate Republicans issued similar statements, and even Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) expressed some concern, saying he agreed with the president on policy but worried about the process. Still, the House Republican Conference -- including Tom Cole (Oklahoma), chair of the House Appropriations Committee -- has been notably quiet.
The founders envisioned Congress as the preeminent branch of government, but that structure is creaking now that the presidency has grown more powerful in recent decades. The president unilaterally picking and choosing which congressional appropriations to spend would be a dramatic change even from a system that is already out of balance.
Lawmakers still have time to preserve their authority. They can include the rescissions as part of their spending package to avert a government shutdown at the end of the month. Or, on principle, they could reject the president's request outright.
The White House picked this fight, but it's up to lawmakers whether they want to lose it.
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Opinions
Not vaccinating comes at an exorbitant cost
Agony and death are not all that shots prevent.

(For The Washington Post)


By Donald G. McNeil Jr. | 2025-09-11
Donald G. McNeil Jr., a former global health reporter for the New York Times, is the author of "The Wisdom of Plagues: Lessons From 25 Years of Covering Pandemics."
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s efforts to undermine vaccines in America are not just scientifically absurd. They're also financially ruinous. The costs of medical care in the United States have been skyrocketing for years, forcing health insurers to raise their premiums faster than overall inflation and pushing Medicare's trust fund ever deeper into trouble.
Along with the lives they protect, vaccines save money. Spending a little on vaccination avoids spending a lot on treatment.
Health insurance companies know this; it's why they make flu shots free for their beneficiaries. Paying a pharmacy $100 or so to give a 70-year-old a flu shot makes far more sense than shelling out tens of thousands of dollars for that senior to spend a week in intensive care with pneumonia.
Employers know this, too; it's why many of them pay for flu-shot days. Vaccines keep absenteeism down during the Christmas rush, and having fewer employees hospitalized keeps insurance premiums low.
This is true even though flu shots are among the least cost-effective of all common vaccines. They need to be repeated every year, and they're famous for being "mismatched" because they must constantly be reformulated to keep up with rapidly mutating flu viruses. Yet imperfect as they are at preventing the flu's aches and pains, they're effective at keeping people out of the hospital and the morgue.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention last year summarized 10 studies that found the shots to be protective for older people, children and pregnant women. One 2018 study found them to be 82 percent effective at keeping flu-infected hospital patients out of the intensive care unit.
Most vaccines are more cost-effective than the flu shot. The one that prevents measles, for example, is dirt cheap, because it was invented in the 1960s and has never needed reformulation or retesting. Just two shots confer lifetime immunity. Compare this with the cost of a measles outbreak, such as the one first recorded  in West Texas in January. As of mid-August, the state had recorded 762 cases, including 99 that required hospitalization.
Tragically, two children died. But focusing on cost alone, it's clear that the economic damage could have been enormous.  Imagine the Texas-size hole that would have been blown in the state's health care budget if Texas had never used the measles vaccine and suddenly one-eighth of the population had to be hospitalized. The system would collapse from the strain, and thousands would die in hospital parking lots (as people in India and Peru did during the coronavirus pandemic). For those who managed to survive, who would pay the bills for their treatment? Health insurers would be overwhelmed, perhaps bankrupt.
Consider, in contrast, a shot that is relatively expensive: the HPV vaccine, which  prevents cervical cancer. Girls who get two doses before they are sexually active are protected against human papillomavirus strains that can cause chronic genital infections, which eventually convert some cells into tumors. In the early 20th century -- before Pap smears   and smoking became more popular with women -- cervical cancer killed more women than breast cancer, lung cancer or skin cancer. These days, to be sure, cervical cancer often can be beaten -- but only with great bother and pain (biopsies, ablations and ever more radical surgery, including sometimes hysterectomies).
The HPV vaccine is extraordinarily cost-effective: Among American women in their early 20s who were vaccinated when they were young, precancerous lesions have declined about 80 percent. Australia's vaccination program, which began in 2007 for girls and was expanded in 2013 to include boys, might eliminate cervical cancer as a public health problem by 2035, scientists have predicted.
Yet Kennedy, the secretary of health and human services, and Children's Health Defense, an organization he founded, have repeatedly attacked the HPV vaccine, falsely claiming that in some girls it raises the risks of cancer and autoimmunity. Kennedy has the deepest possible conflict of interest here: He has been paid nearly $900,000 in referral fees by lawyers suing Merck over its HPV vaccine.
New vaccines against shingles prevent both misery and expense. People who have suffered this infection report that it is agony, a searing pain that can last weeks. I've heard it described as "more painful than childbirth" and "the worst I've ever felt." In the days before antiviral drugs, one of my uncles died blind in one eye from shingles; the chicken pox-like blisters erupted over half his head, including his eye.
Even the most routine vaccines save money. On its website, Children's Health Defense posts questionable studies suggesting that the polio vaccine causes polio or that the DPT vaccine brings on asthma or leads to the death of baby girls. In fact, the shot prevents not one but three horrifying diseases: The D is for diphtheria, which can cause a child to choke on a clot of dead throat tissue and mucus. The P is pertussis, or whooping cough, which can make infants cough until they're blue from lack of oxygen. And the T is tetanus, which can cause muscle spasms bad enough to snap a baby's spine even before the contractions close the airway. Needless to say, it's not cheap to save a child who contracts any of these illnesses -- but a shot that has been around for decades can prevent them all.
If Kennedy succeeds in pushing even one vaccine off the market, the financial repercussions will be severe. And the physical pain of illness will be borne by the first generation of children denied proper protection.
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Opinions
What's behind Putin's incursion in Poland
If President Donald Trump won't punish Russia's latest provocation, Congress must.

Police and military personnel inspect damage to a house struck by debris from a Russian drone shot down over the village of Wyryki-Wola in eastern Poland on Wednesday. (Wojtek Radwanski/AFP/Getty Images)


By Max Boot | 2025-09-11
An accident or an attack?
That is the question being asked after Russian and Belarusian drones breached Polish airspace 19 times between 11:30 p.m. Tuesday and 6:30 a.m. Wednesday. The Russian government denied, preposterously, that some of the drones were even Russian, and the Belarusian regime, which is closely allied with the Kremlin, blamed Ukraine for driving the drones off course. But Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski said, "Our assessment is that they did not veer off course but were deliberately targeted."
Whatever the case, NATO air defenses shot down the drones, which were identified as the Gerbera type used for reconnaissance or as decoys. Some experts believe this was a deliberate Russian provocation, probing Polish air defenses and assessing the speed and efficiency of the NATO response.
The hypothesis that this was more than a mere accident is buttressed by the pattern of Russian military activity in Ukraine since the failed summit in Alaska on Aug. 15 between Vladimir Putin and President Donald Trump. That meeting enhanced Putin's international legitimacy and persuaded Trump to retreat, at least temporarily, from his threats of sanctions. Though Trump claimed that the summit was a step toward peace, Putin seems to have read it as a signal to ramp up his aggression.
Consider what Russian forces have been doing since the summit. On Aug. 21, as part of a massive drone-and-missile attack on Ukraine, one of the targets hit was an American-owned electronics factory in western Ukraine, far from the battlefront. On Aug. 28, another Russian attack killed at least 23 people and damaged the offices of the European Union and the British Council in Kyiv. On Sunday, Russia staged its largest air attack to date, hurling 800 drones and 13 missiles at Ukraine and damaging the main government building in Kyiv for the first time. On Tuesday, another Russian strike -- this time with a massive glide bomb -- hit a village in eastern Ukraine, killing at least 25 people, many of them elderly residents waiting in line to collect their pensions.
Putin's own words make clear the intent behind these attacks. The Russian dictator seems convinced of three important points. First, he believes that Russia is winning the war, even though its troops are advancing at a slower rate than the armies on the Western Front during World War I. "The Ukrainian armed forces are increasingly running out of reserves, with combat-ready units staffed at no more than 47 [to] 48 percent," Putin said at a news conference last Wednesday. "The situation for them is already at a most critical point."
Believing this, Putin might be stepping up drone and missile attacks in the conviction that doing so will dangerously deplete Ukraine's air defenses and undermine its will to resist. Ukrainians' determination to keep fighting remains strong, but there is no question that their air defenses are running short, in part because Trump's Defense Department has slowed the shipment of air-defense munitions. The result is a growing body count from Russian drone and missile strikes.
Second, Putin is aggravated by European efforts to aid Ukraine, with European countries even discussing the possibility of dispatching peacekeeping forces in the event of a peace agreement. "If any troops appear there, especially now, during the course of hostilities, we assume that they will be legitimate targets for destruction," Putin threatened last week. The drone incursion into Poland and the damage to the European buildings in Kyiv might well be intended as a small taste of what NATO countries can expect if they dare send troops to Ukraine under any circumstances.
And third, Putin is not worried about Trump's reaction, even though the U.S. president regularly wrings his hands over Russian atrocities. This was Trump's response online Wednesday to the latest Russian transgression: "What's with Russia violating Poland's airspace with drones? Here we go!" Here we go? That is not a message designed to get Putin's attention. Putin has failed to agree to either a ceasefire or a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky -- Trump has demanded both -- and he has paid no real price for his recalcitrance. Little wonder that he treats Trump with contempt, barely veiled by rote flattery.
Trump keeps threatening to impose sanctions on Russia and then not delivering. He did impose 50 percent tariffs on India, ostensibly for buying Russian energy, but Trump seems upset that Prime Minister Narendra Modi hasn't endorsed his campaign for a Nobel Peace Prize. Trump suggested that the European Union impose massive tariffs of its own on India and China, but that would significantly disrupt the global economy while imposing, at best, indirect costs on Russia. Why doesn't Trump just use his authority to tighten sanctions on Russia or support legislation in Congress to do so?
Congress doesn't have to wait for Trump to act. Legislators can take the initiative, as they did in 2017, when Congress passed a sanctions package on Russia by a veto-proof majority, forcing a reluctant Trump to sign it. Today, lawmakers can pass new funding for weapons for Ukraine, especially air-defense munitions to protect Ukrainian cities and long-range missiles to target Russia's energy facilities and military manufacturing infrastructure. Congress can also pass legislation to punish Russia economically for its aggression.
In the Senate, a bill sponsored by Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut), which has 82 co-sponsors, would punish not just India but also China and other countries with sky-high tariffs for buying Russian oil and gas. That seems like a blunderbuss approach, but there are more targeted alternatives available. In the House, for example, the Financial Services Committee has passed legislation sponsored by Rep. Zach Nunn (R-Iowa) strengthening sanctions on foreign banks that do business with Russia's energy sector and expediting the process of transferring as much as $50 billion in frozen Russian assets to Ukraine.
The United States cannot afford to stand idly by while Putin ramps up his aggression against not only Ukraine but also its NATO neighbors. If Trump won't act, Congress -- an equal branch of government, after all -- must step in. Otherwise, Putin's "special military operation" will grow only more deadly, destructive and destabilizing.
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The Post's View
Russia is probing NATO's resolve
The drone incursions into Poland demand a response. There are several options short of war. 

The crash site of a Russian drone in eastern Poland on Wednesday. (Wojtek Jargilo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-10
Russia's provocation in Poland this week represents a serious threat to the stability of the NATO alliance, and it is only the latest insult Vladimir Putin has directed at President Donald Trump in recent weeks. What will Trump do to restore his, and America's, credibility?
Early reports indicate that 19 Gerbera drones flew into Polish airspace on Tuesday night. These were relatively cheap and simple weapons, distinct from the armed variants pounding Ukrainian cities in recent weeks. Russia and its client state Belarus are issuing predictable denials and obfuscation. Yet make no mistake: The operation was meant as a test of NATO unity.
This comes as Putin is derailing Trump's attempts to make peace in Ukraine. Last month's summit in Anchorage was supposed to lead to Putin meeting Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who was willing to face his adversary. Trump then said he would pick a side in two weeks' time. That deadline passed last Friday. First lady Melania Trump pleaded with Putin to spare the children of Ukraine by ending the war. Putin responded by targeting Kyiv with one of the largest barrages of the war. Everyone knows who is at fault for the lack of progress on peace.
On Wednesday, Trump posted glibly, "What's with Russia violating Poland's airspace with drones? Here we go!" That won't be enough to stop the Russian president, who understands how ambiguities drive wedges into alliances. A security guarantee such as NATO's Article 5 is ultimately just a promise written on paper. An incursion that unnerves one ally but prompts another to wave it off as insignificant sows further doubts about what will happen if Russia escalates.
President Joe Biden and his team deterred themselves from being sufficiently aggressive because they were so afraid of provoking Russia, but they wisely warned that the United States would defend "every inch" of NATO territory. The West might help Ukrainians kill invading Russians in Ukraine, the thinking went, but that did not mean NATO was at war with Russia. Putin and his lackeys generally played by those rules, threatening vague consequences to NATO but mostly fighting inside Ukrainian territory. With this gambit, however, Putin is testing whether Trump stands behind Biden's "every inch" warning.
When it came to Iran, Trump admirably enforced his deadline and took action against the regime's nuclear program, but he hasn't shown the same decisiveness against Putin. There are plenty of actions he can take short of war. Don't expect Trump to deploy more troops to Europe, but he could move additional battalions and equipment already on the continent into Poland as a show of support. NATO might even declare that it is ready to shoot down drones over Ukrainian airspace if they appear to be heading for the territory of any member country.
Trump has made "peace through strength" his motto. Ambiguity in the face of aggression telegraphs nothing but weakness -- and only invites further war.
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The Post's View
Free speech and 'assassination culture'
Charlie Kirk, 1993-2025

Charlie Kirk hands out hats shortly before being shot at Utah Valley University on Wednesday. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-11
Months before Charlie Kirk was shot and killed, the conservative activist warned about the spread of "assassination culture." He cited the attempt on President Donald Trump's life, as well as the killing of a health care CEO. And now it seems all too likely that he himself became a victim of that violent fervor while speaking on Wednesday at Utah Valley University.
The 31-year-old, a husband and a father of two, founded the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA in 2012. Over time, he developed a massive following online and traveled frequently to college campuses -- preaching to the choir while also relishing debate with his many detractors. That sort of dialogue is what universities are supposed to foster, and shooting someone for what they have to say is among the most un-American and evil acts that anyone can perpetrate.
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R) described Kirk's killing as a "political assassination." The perpetrators of such shootings are often motivated by a mixture of mental illness and radical politics, and we don't yet know what drove Kirk's killer. But political violence has become disturbingly common in the United States.
Elected officials in Minnesota were horrifically assassinated at their homes in June. Trump came inches from being assassinated during a rally last summer in Butler, Pennsylvania. Then, last September, another armed madman was caught lying in wait for him. (That suspect is on trial for attempted murder this week.) Rep. Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) almost died when a left-wing radical shot up the congressional Republican baseball practice in 2017.
Too often, partisans appear eager to blame their opponents after any heinous attack -- rather than straightforwardly condemning it. Studies suggest that strong public denunciations of violence from elected leaders help strengthen norms against it.
The overwhelming majority of prominent Democrats forcefully and promptly condemned the killing of Kirk, including New York City mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani and California Gov. Gavin Newsom, who hosted Kirk on his podcast six months ago. Former president Barack Obama said that "this kind of despicable violence has no place in our democracy." Though Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) decried the violence, he couldn't help himself from taking a dig at Trump. "I think the president's rhetoric often foments it," he said, a disgracefully ill-timed comment.
Witnesses describe lax security at the event in Utah, but why should heavy security have been needed? Kirk had every right to expect that he could make his comments without fearing for his safety.
The Utah event was supposed to be the first in a series of university visits this fall as part of Kirk's American Comeback Tour. His voice might be gone, but his millions of fans will make sure his message is never silenced.
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Letters to the Editor
I was in the Pentagon on 9/11. Here's what I remember most.
Plus: Readers discuss D.C.'s lawsuit to expel the National Guard and how to help Haiti.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-09-10
I was in bay 1E677 on Sept. 11, 2001, when a plane flown by al-Qaeda terrorists -- loaded with jet fuel and civilians -- crashed into the Pentagon. When we were allowed to go back into the Pentagon, we learned that two of our co-workers had been killed, and one Army officer that I served with had been severely burned but was alive. We were told to tell our loved ones every day that we love them -- and that if we held any grudges, we should get rid of them. I thought back to that day and recalled my thoughts as we evacuated the building and saw and smelled the thick, acrid jet fuel burning: "We need to learn to live together."
We were kind to one another for a few weeks after the incident. People were pleasant with one another. Congress actually passed bipartisan legislation. Members of Congress even joined arms on the steps of the Capitol and sang "God Bless America" together.
Fast-forward 24 years, and we see vengeance and anger on a daily basis. We need to ask ourselves, "How did we get here?" and  "Is this who we really are?"
Remember those who lost their lives that day in Arlington, New York and Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and pray for a return to good government and civility.
Anthony V. Fasolo, Leesburg
The description of Ukraine's war strategy in David Ignatius's excellent Sept. 7 op-ed, "What Russia and Ukraine each think happens next in the war," reminded me of Nathaniel Greene's summary of the American strategy in our war for independence: "We fight get beat and fight again." Greene was one of George Washington's most trusted generals, and, of course, the strategy was ultimately successful.
Philip Shutler, Annandale
In the Sept. 8 editorial "A new U.S. plan offers hope for Haiti," the board was right to mention the need to reduce the flow of illegal weapons to Haiti from the United States.
But it's a bigger problem that requires more attention than the sentence devoted to it. No international military intervention is likely to bring stability to the country until the arms spigot is turned off. It was encouraging to hear Secretary of State Marco Rubio say this month that the Trump administration will do more to combat U.S. traffickers and the gun dealers who supply them. But the promise was vague and, if there is a plan, there are no details. What we know is that the profusion of weapons has frustrated forces trying to neutralize the violent gangs -- including a contingent of Kenyan police, private security contractors and the outgunned Haitian police. Violence in Haiti and throughout the region, also caused by gun trafficking, contributes to illegal immigration and the drug trade.
The gun problem deserves more attention. Let's hope Rubio can deliver more than hope.
Douglas Barry, Washington
The writer is a senior adviser for Global Action on Gun Violence.
Regarding the Sept. 6 editorial "A lawsuit to expel the National Guard could backfire":
As someone who worked for years to advance autonomy for D.C. residents, including advocating for an elected attorney general, I support what appears to be the city's two-track response to the presence of the National Guard on our streets. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) is working with the Trump administration where she can, while the attorney general, Brian Schwalb (D), is pushing back on the continued federal presence where it is arguably unlawful.
The editorial board could be right that the attorney general's pushback might "backfire," but that is a risk he should run. Turning a blind eye to violations of the rights of D.C. residents, in hopes the violations won't get worse, is the wrong strategy. If we don't fight back against efforts to infringe on D.C.'s autonomy, we will lose it.
Walter Smith, Washington
The writer is  former executive director of DC Appleseed. He was previously special deputy attorney general for D.C.
Anyone who has lost a loved one can identify with Megan McArdle's frank and heartfelt Sept. 9 Tuesday Opinion column, "Both my parents died. This letter explains how I kept going.," about the lessons learned while taking care of her dying parents. Her truth-telling will be invaluable to those who face the inevitability of a parent's death.
But McArdle should also have discussed an important initiative that can considerably reduce the pain and anguish of both the dying and their family. Death with dignity laws allow mentally capable individuals with terminal illnesses to determine when to end their lives and provide them the ability to obtain medications to do so. Eleven states and the District of Columbia have passed such legislation. Maryland and Virginia have not.
I am a Maryland resident, and I am facing a terminal illness. In July, I was diagnosed with a massive infection and large wound to my left leg. Despite almost two weeks of hospitalization and treatment at Johns Hopkins Hospital, my infection and wound were determined to be terminal, and I was released to Montgomery Hospice. I am now under hospice care at home, where I am bedridden.
The likely course of my disease is wound infection, sepsis and a painful death. Under Maryland law, my options are to endure a possibly painful and prolonged decline, or to voluntarily stop eating and drinking and slowly starve to death. Neither option is acceptable.
For the past 50 years, I've owned numerous cats. When their age and illness have warranted it, under the advice and care of a veterinarian, I have had the privilege of holding my beloved pet in my arms while the vet administered life-ending medication.
I wonder why I, a human being, am not allowed the same dignity in death.
Marilynne Rudick, Chevy Chase




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/09/10/sept11-haiti-bowser-trump/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Kamala Harris explains why it wasn't her fault
In an excerpt from her new memoir, she casts plenty of blame, including at the Biden White House.

Vice President Kamala Harris appears at a White House meeting on Jan. 9. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Jim Geraghty | 2025-09-10
Kamala Harris did not select an easy assignment when she chose to write her memoir of the presidential campaign, "107 Days." Though the Democratic defeat in 2024 has a thousand parents, it's extremely difficult to argue that the nominee herself did not have a significant role in a beating that Democrats always knew would have far-reaching consequences.
Even the book's title, referring to how long Harris was the Democratic presidential nominee, is an implied excuse; many Democrats have talked themselves into believing that the race was too short and if it had gone on longer, she would have pulled ahead. That's not borne out by the data, as Donald Trump gained ground from late August to Election Day and, once again, most polling was underestimating his support. (Also note: The Pew Research Center determined that even if every eligible voter had gone to the polls, Trump still would have won.)
The Atlantic published an excerpt from Harris's memoir on Wednesday morning, and the section suggests that the subtitle of her forthcoming book should be "Why Nothing That Happened Last Year Was My Fault."
First, Harris backs the implausible contention that Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance was a result of jet lag from overseas travel: "I don't think it's any surprise that the debate debacle happened right after two back-to-back trips to Europe and a flight to the West Coast for a Hollywood fundraiser." Biden returned from his overseas trip on June 15 and later that day attended the Hollywood fundraiser -- where he reportedly didn't recognize George Clooney, who, in addition to being one of Hollywood's most recognizable faces, had met Biden many times before. The debate was on June 27. If you're still jet-lagged 12 days after an overseas trip, you're in no condition to be president.
Much of the excerpt is Harris spilling the tea about how she felt as though the Biden team undermined her at every turn during her time as vice president. At times, it sounds as if Harris felt the Biden loyalists were an even more infuriating and consequential opponent than the Republicans.
	"When Fox News attacked me on everything from my laugh, to my tone of voice, to whom I'd dated in my 20s, or claimed I was a 'DEI hire,' the White House rarely pushed back with my actual resume."
	"They had a huge comms team; they had Karine Jean-Pierre briefing in the pressroom every day. But getting anything positive said about my work or any defense against untrue attacks was almost impossible."
	"The president's staff was adding fuel to negative narratives that sprang up around me."

When Harris went to France in 2021, conservative media "went wild, claiming I'd faked a French accent. This was total nonsense," Harris recounts, "but the White House seemed glad to let reporting about my 'gaffe' overwhelm the significant thaw in foreign relations I'd achieved."
Contemporaneous reporting does affirm that there were worse-than-usual tensions between the Biden's inner circle and Harris, going back to when they faced each other in the 2020 Democratic primaries. After one debate, in which Harris had attacked Biden, his wife, Jill, reportedly cursed at her and later opposed Harris's selection as her husband's running mate.
A 2022 book by then-New York Times reporters Jonathan Martin and Alexander Burns quoted Biden advisers who believed Harris's staff focused on trivial matters such as how she looked on the cover of Vogue. A 2023 Reuters report quoted a Biden confidant as saying, regarding presidential responsibilities, "I don't think that the president sees her as somebody who takes anything off of his plate."
Harris herself complains that she got stuck with the worst assignments. In 2021, Biden announced that Harris would "lead our efforts with Mexico and the Northern Triangle and the countries that help -- are going to need help in stemming the movement of so many folks, stemming the migration to our southern border." She writes: "Republicans mischaracterized my role as 'border czar.'" (Reread the Biden quote above and decide for yourself whether that's really such a wild mischaracterization.) She complains, "No one in the White House comms team helped me to effectively push back and explain what I had really been tasked to do, nor to highlight any of the progress I had achieved." And: "No one around the president advocated, Give her something she can win with."
Welcome to the vice presidency, where you rarely if ever get the popular and easy tasks.
Harris does believe that she knocked it out of the park with the administration's messaging on abortion and Gaza but concludes she was punished for that, too. "When polls indicated that I was getting more popular, the people around him didn't like the contrast that was emerging."
The excerpt concludes: "My success was important for him. His team didn't get it."
An unhelpful Biden team was no doubt a problem for Harris as vice president, but there is also that little matter of how she performed in the job. In Harris's version of events, she was consistently doing great work -- but her job approval rating remained in the low 40s and high 30s because of a pincer movement of Fox News, GOP critics and saboteurs within the Biden administration, driven by jealousy.
And the lack of support from Biden's White House team she's so bitter about preceded those 107 days. Once Harris was the nominee, it was her show -- at the Democratic convention, on the debate stage and on the campaign trail with her riffs about "joy" and coconut trees. Perhaps the full book, coming out Sept. 23, will have better answers -- but for now, a reader is left asking: Never mind losing the race overall; if you did such a terrific job, why couldn't you manage to win even one swing state?
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Trump's D.C. emergency has ended. ICE and the National Guard can stay.
President Trump no longer has control of D.C. police now that his 30-day emergency has ended. Immigration enforcement and National Guard presence will continue.

A member of the Ohio National Guard stands by Tuesday as two people are detained by D.C. police, Homeland Security Investigations officers and Customs and Border Protection agents. (Daniel Becerril/Reuters)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-09-11
President Donald Trump's 30-day emergency control of D.C. police officially expired Wednesday, meaning he no longer has the power to direct Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) to provide him with whatever police services he deems necessary -- a milestone that Bowser has framed as imperative for the city.
But as Trump's unprecedented flex of presidential authority over public safety in the nation's capital ends, other notable interventions in the city, including the National Guard presence and aggressive immigration enforcement, can continue. D.C. will also remain uniquely vulnerable to federal incursion -- as evidenced by actions in Congress on Wednesday, when lawmakers considered a slate of bills to overhaul the city's criminal justice policies and further restrict its limited home rule.
The result, for D.C. residents and officials, will be an uneasy transition, as uncertainty persists about what will change for residents on the ground as a result of the emergency ending. In a news conference Wednesday, Bowser emphasized that her administration is still focused on public safety -- but what is changing is the president's authority to make demands of her police force through one specific section of the Home Rule Act, the law that grants the city its limited self-government.
"Our public safety mission doesn't change," Bowser said. "What changes with the end of the emergency is the Home Rule charter, Section 740 that ... compels the mayor to provide [D.C. police] services."

D.C. police officers, working alongside Homeland Security Investigations police, man a checkpoint on North Capitol Street in the District last month. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


Bowser issued a mayoral order last week establishing what she sees as the city's off-ramp from Trump's emergency declaration: an "emergency operations center" that formalizes coordination between D.C. and the federal law enforcement agencies that regularly work with city police -- but notably excluded Immigration and Customs Enforcement from the list of agencies to communicate with.
The order seemed to have Bowser's intended effect. The White House and Congress soon backed off threats to extend Trump's emergency, seemingly satisfied with her offer of indefinite coordination.
But outside of the emergency operations center, ICE retains vast authority to detain D.C. residents regardless of city policies. Bowser on Wednesday said broadly that her police department would not focus on immigration enforcement after the emergency ends, noting that a new D.C. police policy allowing officers to assist ICE in certain circumstances was tied to the presidential emergency. Over the past month, police were frequently accompanied by ICE agents while on patrol.
Trump declared his D.C. emergency on Aug. 11, invoking the part of the Home Rule Act that gives the president the power to direct the D.C. mayor to provide him or her with "such services of the Metropolitan Police force as the President may deem necessary and appropriate" for up to 30 days, or longer with Congress's approval. The mayor, in turn, "shall provide" those services -- leaving the city no choice but to comply.
Separate from the emergency declaration, Trump also surged federal law enforcement presence in the District and ordered in the D.C. National Guard, which he controls.
The city looked different for residents during the emergency. D.C. police worked with federal law enforcement to seize illegal guns and make other arrests -- an escalation of the long-established, routine collaboration between D.C. and the feds. National Guard troops from the District and several states with Republican governors dotted the city's Metro stations and touristy areas along the National Mall. D.C.'s court system stayed up past typical hours under a crush of prosecutions. And many residents responded with defiance to what they saw as federal overreach, filming and yelling at masked ICE agents and gathering in the thousands for a protest last weekend.

Community activists signal drivers ahead of a checkpoint last month on Georgia Avenue in D.C. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


Trump, outside a D.C. restaurant Tuesday evening, declared his intervention a success.
"It's a safe city. I just want to thank the National Guard. We loved working with the mayor and the chief, and we all worked together, and the outcome is really spectacular. We have a capital that's very, very safe right now," he said.
As for what will happen to the National Guard, whose deployment in D.C. could stretch months longer, Bowser said it was her sense that the deployment will wind down as people get tired of it. Internal documents, reviewed and reported on by The Washington Post, showed that military officials have been briefed on the at-times negative public sentiments toward their D.C. operation -- and are aware of the risks that the domestic mobilization poses to Americans' trust in the military.
"My sense is that people will get weary," Bowser said. "Guardsmen, the states where people have left -- they will get weary, and they will want to know that they are serving their mission. And I think there's going to be a useful life of such a deployment in the District, and I think that useful life is coming to an end."
In one of the month's most controversial shifts for residents, D.C. police's relationship with ICE changed during the emergency period, alarming many in the deep-blue city whose laws and police department policies prevent local officers from enforcing immigration laws.

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith speaks during a news conference to give an update on the National Guard deployment ordered by President Donald Trump. (Annabelle Gordon/Reuters)


During the first week of the emergency, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith issued an order that officers would be allowed to help ICE transport detainees and could share information with ICE about people not in D.C. police custody, including at traffic stops. A department spokesperson framed the change as a clarification and emphasized that other D.C. police policies prohibiting collaboration with ICE remained on the books. But the order drew alarm from the city's immigrant communities and advocates.
Late on the same day Smith issued her order, U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi -- Trump's designee for requesting D.C.'s services during the emergency -- issued an order of her own, unsatisfied with Smith's policy change. Bondi demanded "full cooperation" from D.C. police with immigration enforcement, rescinding Smith's new order and seeking to suspend several D.C. police policies that prohibit the department from sharing information with immigration authorities. District officials challenged Bondi's order in a lawsuit, and while a judge indicated that the city would probably have to comply with Bondi's demands, the court never issued a final ruling.
Though the legal question was not fully resolved, the department's apparent change in posture played out on the District's streets, where ICE accompanied D.C. police as they enforced traffic laws on moped drivers delivering food, many of whom are immigrants. The joint patrols transformed routine traffic enforcement -- which before Trump's emergency often resulted in immediate releases -- into a pipeline for moped drivers to land in ICE detention.
Now, with the emergency over, the Trump administration can no longer compel D.C. police to cooperate with ICE, Bowser said. She emphasized in her Wednesday news conference that immigration enforcement would not be a focus for the local police.

Two people are detained in D.C. on Tuesday, stopped by a collaboration of law enforcement officers. (Daniel Becerril/Reuters)


"Immigration enforcement is not what [the Metropolitan Police Department] does. And with the end of the emergency, it won't be what MPD does in the future," Bowser said.
While the mayor stopped short of declaring that the police chief would rescind her order on assisting ICE, she said Wednesday that the order "goes with the emergency, and the emergency is over."
The Trump administration requested some other services from D.C. during the emergency, Bowser officials said Wednesday, though neither the mayor's office nor the White House has detailed a full list.
In response to an inquiry from The Post about those specific requests, D.C. Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Lindsey Appiah offered a broad statement about compliance with Bondi's order.
"During the Presidential emergency, the District worked with the U.S. Attorney General Pamela Bondi and her designee on providing the services of the Metropolitan Police Department identified in the Attorney General's order issued on August 15," Appiah said. "Services in the order included assistance with the enforcement of federal immigration law; assistance in locating, apprehending, and detaining those unlawfully present in the United States; requests for information from a federal law enforcement entity; and the enforcement of unlawful occupancy of public spaces."

Officers with U.S. Park Police and Homeland Security Investigations watch as a person gathers belongings after being questioned in Franklin Park in downtown Washington this month. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


A senior Bowser administration official said other specific requests from the federal government during the emergency were related to beautification, graffiti removal, crime analytics, homeless encampments assistance and river cleanup but did not provide further details about the specific asks.
As the city exits the emergency, Bowser also acknowledged that local police would need to repair trust with residents, particularly immigrant communities that have been targeted by immigration enforcement -- and who have seen D.C. police work alongside ICE agents.
"I can assure you we're going to do everything possible" to rebuild trust, Bowser said. "I don't know that it's a one-and-done thing. I think that building community trust is a long-term commitment that we have in the District."

A D.C. police officer rides a bike next to protesters during a "Fight the Trump Takeover" demonstration last month in Washington, D.C. (Kayla Bartkowski/For The Washington Post)


Meagan Flynn, Tara Copp and Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Sunny, warm and mostly dry through the weekend
Dry and mild weather for the next week.

(Brian Paeth)


By David Streit, Ian Livingston, Matthew Cappucci, Ben Noll, Daniel Wolfe, Kevin Ambrose, Jason Samenow | 2025-09-11
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: The dreariness has departed as afternoon highs top out in the upper 70s to low 80s under partly to mostly sunny skies.
What's next? Mostly sunny, comfortably warm and mainly dry weather is in store through the weekend, with just a slight chance of a shower on Sunday.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Virginia makes it easier to access covid vaccines as virus cases rise 
Virginia's top health official clears the way for older adults and those with certain medical conditions to receive covid vaccines in pharmacies without a prescription.

A CVS Pharmacy in New York advertises flu and covid-19 vaccinations. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-09-11
Virginia's top public health official has cleared the way for the older adults and those with certain medical conditions to receive coronavirus vaccines in pharmacies without a prescription, making it easier for people to protect themselves amid a seasonal spike in cases.
Karen Shelton, state health commissioner, issued an order Wednesday clarifying that pharmacists alone have the authority to administer coronavirus vaccines to people age 65 and older, as well as those age 18 to 64 who have risk factors such as diabetes, heart disease, obesity and mood disorders.
"I'm excited to tell you that we are going to be able to go forward with a standing order," Shelton told lawmakers during an unrelated hearing in Richmond.
The order aims to eliminate uncertainty and streamline vaccine protocols at pharmacies, which varied across the state at CVS, Walgreens and other stores, when delays in recommendations at the federal level left pharmacists in uncharted territory.
A patchwork of regulations across the U.S. have added to confusion around vaccines. D.C. and nine states, including Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and West Virginia, still require prescriptions before people can get vaccinated at pharmacies. Spokespeople for the D.C. Department of Health did not respond to questions about the District's vaccine policies.
Prescriptions for the vaccine are not required in Maryland.
Next week, an advisory panel of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is scheduled to consider whether to recommend the updated 2025-2026 version of the coronavirus vaccine. In most states and D.C., public and private insurance coverage and vaccine access hinges on the panel's recommendation. But Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. delayed this year's meeting, creating a gap that left many in limbo just as respiratory illness season heats up.
Bev Faulkner, 74, of Alexandria credits getting vaccinated about every six months since covid-19 shots first became available in spring of 2021 with avoiding infection. But she said that earlier this year her pharmacy advised her to wait for the updated coronavirus vaccine. She's now experiencing her first bout with the virus.
"I've never been this sick in my life. My nose would just not stop. I can't tell you how many boxes of Kleenex I went through," she said. Faulkner went to the emergency room and said she was diagnosed with covid and bacterial pneumonia, leaving her feeling crummy for more that two weeks.
"I blame the powers that be that have caused a gap in our ability to get the vaccine. It's always been available under the previous CDC, and I'm not convinced that Kennedy and his staff have tried hard enough to help everybody avoid this illness," she said. "To me, not enough has been done. Otherwise I wouldn't have ended up with it. I would have gotten the vaccine."
Nationally, wastewater data tracked by the CDC show virus activity is moderate, with the virus most prevalent in the South. The District's virus level is "very high," Virginia "high" and Maryland "moderate," data for the last week in August show.
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that children ages 6 months through 23 months receive a coronavirus vaccination, in part because young children are especially vulnerable to hospitalization if they contract the virus.
Minute Clinics inside some CVS stores across the country, including in D.C., are offering coronavirus vaccinations without prescriptions because they are not regulated like pharmacies, CVS spokeswoman Amy Thibault said in a statement.
Chris Dickon, 80, and his partner couldn't find the vaccine at their local Hampton, Virginia, pharmacy, and with travel on the horizon, they are scrambling. He plans to swing by the first Maryland pharmacy he comes across while driving up the Eastern Shore this weekend.
"We're in an environment now where health care seems to be deteriorating and becoming chaotic and confusing due to the politics we're dealing with in this country right now," he said. "We just want to continue to be careful and cautious."
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Immigration
They watched ICE detain their dad. Now D.C. neighbors escort them to school.
Immigrant neighborhoods across the District have organized "walking school buses" to shuttle kids to classes during President Donald Trump's federalization of D.C. police.

This group forming a "walking school bus" escorts students heading to their elementary school in Washington, D.C. on Aug. 29. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Teo Armus | 2025-09-11
Kevin paced back and forth on the curb outside his D.C. apartment building, waiting for the "walking school bus" of neighbors that would shuttle him to elementary school.
The "bus" -- a procession of parents strolling with coffee mugs and clutching the hands of backpack-clad students -- was the newest feature of the 10-year-old's morning routine. As the Trump administration targets residents who've entered the country illegally, filling some D.C. neighborhoods with anxiety, it was meant to offer a sense of security for children of immigrants like him.
Last year, Kevin and his younger brother and sister would make the short walk to school in their quiet, hilly neighborhood of rowhouses with only their mom, Rossy.
But that was before federal immigration agents came up to their dad, who had a standing deportation order, put him in handcuffs and took him away in a gray truck -- a scene last month that the three young siblings, all of whom were born in the United States, witnessed as their summer break was coming to a close.

One morning, Kevin, 10, photographed at home in Washington on Aug. 30, watched as federal immigration agents put his father in handcuffs and took him away. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


A few days later, Kevin's uncle, who ICE officials say crossed the southern border illegally in 2023, left the apartment they shared to head to work and never came back. The boy's mother, Rossy, tearfully banged on the windows of their apartment out of grief, saying her brother had been taken to a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention center despite having an open asylum application. (She spoke to The Post on the condition that her full name not be used because she is also in the country illegally.)
Now, the walk to fifth grade -- just up the hill and around the corner -- suddenly seemed a lot more fraught, though Trump administration officials say that children are not being targeted by ICE agents.
"What if they come and take you too?" Kevin asked his mother while getting ready that morning, just before they headed down to the lobby. "Who will we stay with?"
Around the District, children and parents with different legal statuses were asking themselves those questions as they started a new school year.
President Donald Trump's moves to federalize D.C. police and dispatch federal law enforcement agents throughout the District have led to a flurry of immigration arrests. Trump said the overall effort was meant to re-establish law and order in the nation's capital and make Americans feel safe in the city.
But in this corner of Northwest Washington -- home to families from El Salvador, Venezuela and Ethiopia -- the news of arrest after arrest only seemed to create anxiety about heading outside. So families and their neighbors are working to create envelopes of safety.
In one neighborhood down the road, parents now take turns picking up day care employees at their homes and shuttling them to work. In Columbia Heights, U.S. citizens and visa holders have formed lookouts and apartment building group chats to alert their neighbors of ICE agents in the area -- or just vehicles that look like federal law enforcement.

A sign for the walking school bus that escorts children heading to their neighborhood elementary school. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


And then there are the walking buses at schools like Kevin's. That daily caravan is in part meant to boost attendance after several parents and their kids reported noticeably fewer students on the first day of classes, said Vanessa Rubio, a school parent and local community activist.
"We've always worked with law enforcement. We've always welcomed law enforcement to come into our buildings to talk to our students," said Rubio, who scrambled to coordinate the effort two days before classes started. "But right now, instead of making us feel safe, they're making us feel scared and intimidated."
Federal officials have reported more immigration-related arrests in D.C. since Trump's Aug. 11 crime emergency declaration than the three prior months combined, according to the University of California, Berkeley's Deportation Data Project. In many cases, those 786 arrests were made alongside D.C. police officers who have been ordered to help ICE.

Vanessa Rubio, who helps every morning with the walking school bus, is photographed in Washington, Aug. 30. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Based on videos shared from neighbors and details in local chat groups, Rubio estimates that at least 20 people have been detained by federal immigration officers in the area zoned for Kevin's elementary school since Trump moved to federalize D.C. police.
Many of those arrests, she said, took place between 5 and 10 a.m., while many immigrants are heading to work and others are either getting their children ready for school or dropping them off. Federal agents were seen by one parent picking up a man outside a retirement home that sits less than 500 feet from the school, Rubio said.
Department of Homeland Security spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement that ICE is not conducting enforcement operations at schools and is not going to schools to make arrests of children.
The agency "takes its responsibility to protect children seriously and will continue to work with federal law enforcement to ensure that children are safe and protected," the statement said.
For Kevin, though, the agency's efforts meant something very different.
He had heard classmates talking about how federal agents, like those who took his dad, had been driving around the neighborhood. He had also seen footage of them in D.C. while watching Univision on the flat-screen TV hanging in their otherwise sparse living room.
And he knew they could detain his mom, who had arrived from El Salvador two decades ago by crossing the southern border illegally and who has not tried to get legal status.
As the procession of people on the walking school bus inched closer, Kevin spotted one mom's familiar knit unicorn hat. A sign held by other volunteers read: "WALKING BUS / BUS A PIE," a variation of the different ways used to announce the bus's presence in English and Spanish.
"There's a lot of kids here today," Kevin said.
Rubio, who was wearing bright pink to identify herself as the bus "conductor," waved at him and Rossy as the other parents and children gathered on their doorstop.
"Good morning!" she exclaimed. "Buenos dias."
Rubio grinned at them, as if it was just another week at the same elementary school she had attended herself -- even when she knew that was hardly the case.
They started walking.

The walking school bus escorts dozens of students on their way to elementary school on Aug. 29. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


As they made the steep climb up the tree-lined street, the memory of his father getting arrested by ICE agents in Maryland weighed heavy on Kevin's mind, he later said.
He and his two siblings were leaving their dad's apartment in Hyattsville, where they had stayed for the weekend, when it happened.
Saturdays and Sundays were spent with their dad, Florentin Uduber Cruz. On that weekend in August, Cruz, who had a final order of deportation issued against him in 2006, had taken the three children to shop for clothes and supplies before school started. His five-year-old daughter got a sparkly pink backpack adorned with a cat's face, which she now insists on taking to every day of kindergarten.
The boys kicked around a soccer ball with Cruz and some friends; at night, they all gathered around a pink frosted strawberry cake and watched the girl blow out the candles to celebrate what would be her fifth birthday the following day.

Florentin Uduber Cruz, center right, poses with his three children while celebrating his daughter's fifth birthday in Maryland on Aug. 10, a day before he was detained by ICE. (Family photo)


Cruz was preparing to drop them off with their mother in D.C. that next morning when, outside of his home, two men in uniform stepped out of a gray SUV and started barking orders.
"Put your hands on the car," Kevin remembers the men telling his dad.
They grabbed Cruz's wrists and fastened them into handcuffs.
His daughter started crying. Kevin's 7-year-old brother went running back inside to grab Cruz's girlfriend. Kevin stood there, motionless, as the officers asked if Cruz wanted to hug his children one more time.
He shook his head no.
"It's too late," Kevin remembers his dad saying.
McLaughlin, the DHS spokesperson, said in a statement that Cruz was "an illegal alien from El Salvador" who received a final order of deportation in 2006.
The statement added that his children "were never left without a guardian" because "their mother came outside and the children were left safely in her care" -- though the family noted that the adult who came to grab them was Cruz's girlfriend, not Rossy.
As Cruz was shuttled between ICE detention centers and eventually deported back to El Salvador, Kevin started fretting at home about "the list" he heard news anchors talk about on TV.
Normally preoccupied with Feastables chocolate, dragon drawings and soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo, he started talking about wanting to move to El Salvador, a country he only knew through video calls on WhatsApp. On the phone with his grandmother, who still lived there, he wondered if his dad and uncle had been on ICE's list, too.
"They don't want us here," Kevin told his mother after one call with Cruz, who had showed off his family's house in the Salvadoran city of La Union and introduced his children to their cousins.
The week before school started, Kevin started asking his mom if she had money for flights, she said.
One night at the dinner table, Kevin recalled how his dad had picked him up from soccer practice twice a week after school last year. He asked Rossy: Who was going to take care of that now?
And he brought up how her best friend, who lived with her children four floors below their apartment in the same building, had been detained during a check-in appointment with ICE. The woman's husband chose to move the whole family back to El Salvador instead of parenting solo in D.C.
Rossy was struggling to find an immigration lawyer to represent her brother, who had been detained in D.C. 10 days into Trump's takeover of the District. Headaches from the stress left her in bed for hours.
But as the start of school inched closer, she did her best to distract Kevin every time he asked about moving to join his dad.
It was enough to get all three children out the door to walk up the hilly street toward school with Rubio.
On this morning, they passed two women leaning by a rocky fence next to the sidewalk. Their pink shirts denoted they were also part of the walking bus. Rubio had planted people like them at intersections around the area to keep an eye on children and parents.
"Good morning everybody," one of them said, though Kevin seemed to pay little mind as he strutted past them and his brother around the corner.
They neared the school entrance, where Rossy broke off to leave her daughter with the other kindergartners in the cafeteria. Kevin hugged his mom and ran ahead, toward the main entrance.
They had made it to school without issue. He could head inside for another taste of fifth grade, where he would review division problems and play Kahoot with his classmates.
The next day, though, they'd have to walk the route all over again.
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D.C.
Transformer catches fire at Pepco plant in Northeast D.C.
A large transformer caught fire at a Pepco service center in Northeast Washington, prompting an evacuation and emergency response.

Smoke billows into the air in Northeast Washington on Wednesday. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Juan Benn Jr. | 2025-09-11
A large transformer deep inside of a Pepco service center on Benning Road in Northeast Washington caught fire Wednesday afternoon, sending dark plumes of smoke, visible for miles, into the air.
No one was injured, and the fire posed no safety threats to the surrounding community, fire and utility authorities said.
Pepco said in a statement that the cause of the fire is under investigation.
Over 190 residents lost power as a result of the fire, Sara Lacey, Pepco's director of transmission and substation, said at a news conference Wednesday evening.
The utility said around 11:15 p.m. that all power had been restored.
Firefighters responded to the scene after receiving a call around 3:15 p.m. for smoke in the area.
First responders evacuated a nearby Pepco building and requested a hazardous materials dispatch and a foam unit task force to quell the flames, Danny McCoy, assistant fire chief for D.C. Fire and EMS, said at the news conference.
"We were able to contain the fire, and then control the fire," McCoy said. "And currently, we are continuing to cool the transformer to confirm that it's fully extinguished."
The fire was extinguished just before 7 p.m., the department said in a post on X, adding: "We will maintain a presence and continue to monitor. Fire investigators will work with Pepco to determine cause."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Spotty light evening showers, then back to beautiful
After clouds and raindrops at times today, sunshine returns tomorrow into the weekend.

(Jeannie in D.C.)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Ben Noll, Jason Samenow | 2025-09-11
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A passing light shower or sprinkle this evening with temperatures pretty steady in the 60s. Mid-50s to low 60s for lows as skies clear a bit overnight.
What's next? Back to beautiful tomorrow through the weekend. Highs in the upper 70s to low 80s tomorrow through Saturday, then low to mid-80s Sunday and Monday.
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D.C.
House GOP advances bills to remove elected D.C. AG, overhaul justice policies
The scope and number of bill makes Wednesday's action among the most aggressive uses of House lawmakers' oversight of the nation's capital in decades. 

Jeffery Carroll, an executive assistant chief with D.C. police, in Northeast Washington on Aug. 14. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn, Olivia George | 2025-09-11
The House Oversight Committee advanced a raft of bills on Wednesday that would roll back D.C. home rule and overhaul its criminal justice system to the greatest extent in 30 years -- including by removing the city's elected attorney general and installing a presidential appointee as the city's top legal officer.
The committee voted in favor of 16 proposals largely along party lines. One Democrat, Dave Min (California), routinely voted with Republicans on various changes to criminal sentencing and bail; Democrats unanimously supported just one bill.
The action came on the day President Donald Trump's 30-day emergency declaration allowing him to assert control of D.C. police is set to expire -- as the end of one home-rule crisis for city officials marked the beginning of another, part of a decades-long rhythm in the federally disenfranchised city. But this year's pacing is unprecedented.
The scope and number of bills makes Wednesday's action among the most aggressive uses of House lawmakers' constitutional oversight of the nation's capital in decades. If adopted, the bills would make drastic changes to how youths are treated in the justice system, how the city passes its own laws and what the city's legal strategy is in any situation -- including whether to sue if a president seeks to take over city police. The legislation would face more hurdles garnering the 60 votes needed to pass in the Senate.
The bills would overhaul the city's bail system; hike mandatory minimum sentencing laws for violent crimes; lower the age allowing youths to be charged as adults to 14 from 16; and, among other things, criminalize camping on public property in the District, including sleeping in a car.
"It's once again liberation day in Washington, D.C.," said Rep. Paul A. Gosar (R-Arizona), who led legislation to expand Congress's congressional review and veto power of D.C. bills and policies, including requiring mayoral orders and all D.C. bills to go through 60 days of review and halting a D.C. Council practice of extending emergency legislation beyond 90 days without congressional review. "Today we will take steps to end the lawlessness in the nation's capital."
Nine hours into the meeting, Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pennsylvania) added two unexpected proposals as amendments involving D.C. traffic enforcement: one to undo the city's broad ban on right turns on red and another prohibiting automatic traffic enforcement cameras. He called the latter a "shameless money grab" by city government "literally attacking local residents with hundreds of dollars in fines." D.C. officials have previously estimated the proposal -- which Perry has long pushed -- would blow a $180 million hole in the fiscal 2026 budget and remove a main mechanism for traffic enforcement.
Both proposals passed.
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) and the D.C. Council had earlier urged the Oversight Committee to reject all but one of the bills, which they argued in separate letters would trample on the city's limited autonomy, shrink its democracy by removing the elected attorney general, make it more difficult for the mayor to issue an executive order during a city emergency or civil unrest, and make the city less safe.
"These bills represent an unprecedented attack on the autonomy and home rule of our local government and the more than 700,000 Americans that call it home," the full D.C. Council wrote to GOP and Democratic leaders of the Oversight Committee. "The breadth of these bills is remarkable, and if passed, would result in an erosion of accountability and public safety for the District of Columbia."
"The already tenuous limited home-rule autonomy that we have shouldn't be upended by this Congress," Bowser told reporters Wednesday.
Just one bill, from Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), received broad Democratic support: allowing local officials to send bills to Congress for review electronically, rather than having to physically deliver them.
The hours-long jostle over D.C.'s ability to govern itself -- as D.C. residents in "Free DC" T-shirts packed the hearing room -- often devolved into partisan debate over crime and punishment.
D.C. -- which is subject to congressional oversight under the Constitution -- has faced escalating intervention in its criminal justice and policing laws from Congress over the past several years, particularly after a historic spike in crime in 2023, which has since substantially declined. That year, Congress voted with bipartisan support to block an overhaul of the city's criminal code and a major police reform package, although President Joe Biden vetoed the latter effort.
Republicans are once again seeking to repeal the overwhelming majority of the policing bill, crafted in the aftermath of the 2020 killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police, including provisions that restricted the police union from negotiating on police discipline and restricted various policing tactics. They also are seeking to substantially roll back restrictions on vehicular pursuits.
But the Republican package of bills collectively goes much further than past efforts, as Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the House Oversight Committee, argued that city lawmakers' "soft-on-crime" policies have "failed to keep D.C. residents safe." The proposals would make the most significant changes to D.C.'s criminal justice system since the 1990s, when the federal government took over many of its functions.
Two proposals city officials urgently highlighted would abolish the city's Judicial Nomination Commission -- which provides candidates for D.C. judges to the president before he nominates them, the city's only say on local judges -- and would immediately remove the elected attorney general from office. The presidential appointee who would replace Schwalb would not need Senate confirmation, unlike the U.S. attorney for D.C., a presidential nominee who handles most adult crime in the city.
Rep. Pat Fallon (R-Texas), who sponsored the bill to remove the elected attorney general, called it a "common-sense" measure to give the federal government more control over crime in the federal district.
Rep. Robert Garcia (D-California), the top Democrat on the committee, by contrast called it the "most extreme and certainly one of the most dangerous" of all the bills considered Wednesday.
City officials objected to the proposal. Bowser said those moves would make D.C. "less democratic," as Schwalb -- whose office prosecutes juvenile crime -- said replacing his elected position with a presidential appointee would concentrate all power over criminal and civil litigation under the president's purview, "divesting the District and its residents of any local control over these essential functions."
Schwalb has twice sued Trump in recent weeks: first, accusing his administration of a "hostile takeover" of the police department, and then over the deployment of the National Guard, describing it as an unlawful "military occupation." Under Fallon's bill, "D.C. effectively loses the ability to sue the federal government," Norton said.
Another proposal that would substantially affect D.C.'s justice system would overhaul the city's bail system, requiring every person charged with a violent or dangerous offense -- which includes certain felony drug offenses -- to be detained before trial. It would also require cash bail for certain charges, including rioting, destruction of property, and unarmed burglary or robbery.
D.C. has not used cash bail in three decades. In the early 1990s, D.C. eliminated cash bail in favor of a system that allows a judge to order someone detained pretrial who is found to pose a public safety risk or a flight risk. Since then, numerous jurisdictions nationwide have weighed moving away from a system in which a person's liberty or detention -- while they are presumed innocent -- is based on their ability to pay bail rather than their risk to the public.
"I think there's a lot of misunderstanding around this notion of cash bails making us safer," Bowser told reporters Monday, explaining her opposition to the proposal.
She argued the city is "holding the right people" before trial, noting the city recently expanded the types of violent offenses in which a judge should "presume" a person should be automatically detained, which she has credited with keeping more people with guns behind bars. The Republican proposal, however, wholly eliminates judicial discretion in cases of violent and dangerous offenses.
Comer said the proposal "was a smart and long-overdue reform that rectifies the ill-conceived policies currently enacted in the District," while Rep. Clay Higgins (R-Louisiana) said that not having cash bail deprives a suspect, a "child of God," from having the "opportunity" of time in jail to reflect on their life.
Democrats argued in strong opposition.
"This bill would take away someone's liberty, their freedom, and hold them in a jail cell on nothing more than an accusation," said Rep. Summer Lee (D-Pennsylvania). "This bill conditions release not on whether they pose a threat to public safety, but on their ability to pay to get out."
Republicans also sought to make significant changes to sentencing laws affecting both adults and youths. They would increase mandatory minimums for various violent crimes, including mandatory life without parole for first-degree murder, up from 30 years to life. Another change would only allow judges to offer more lenient sentences to young offenders as old as 18 instead of the current 24.
Republicans are also seeking to also repeal two D.C. laws that U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro has called to eliminate -- one that broadly expanded record sealing for D.C. residents with convictions and another that would allow people who were convicted of a crime as a young person to petition for early release from prison after 15 years.
Among those listening to lawmakers were a handful of people who had benefited from those laws and wanted others to have the same chance. Among them was Robert Barton, who grew up in Southeast Washington and was incarcerated at the age of 16, sentenced to 30 years to life for first-degree murder.
"We're not violent offenders. We're people who committed violent crimes," said Barton, 46. He was released seven months ago. He has continued the work he began inside prison walls: advocating for those facing long prison sentences, de-escalating violence and mentoring young people.
"I got out," he said. "And I feel an obligation to help others move forward."
Congressional Republicans are also seeking to bolster Trump's stated mission to make D.C. "safe and beautiful" -- touching facets of local life from public parks to immigration enforcement.
These bills "are for your safety," said Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), addressing D.C. residents. "You know it because you live here. You are living in a city filled with crime."
One bill would establish a commission, helmed by someone of Trump's choosing, tasked with developing policies to maximize enforcement of federal immigration law in the District. Other stated priorities include tackling fare evasion on Metro trains and buses, assisting local police with recruitment, and beefing up federal law enforcement presence across the city.
"The last thing D.C. needs is more masked ICE agents terrorizing communities, separating families and shattering the community trust needed for effective local policing," Norton said.
The bill would also require the Interior Department to develop a program to beautify the city, including removing graffiti, cleaning sidewalks and restoring damaged monuments -- and encourage private-sector participation in those efforts. The National Park Service is already in the process of resurrecting a Confederate statue in D.C. toppled by protesters five years ago.
Some 90 percent of parkland in D.C. is already under the responsibility of the federal government -- from the National Mall to humble neighborhood hangouts, where residents have long bemoaned broken water fountains, weeds and uncut grass.
Since Trump surged federal law enforcement last month, 50 homeless encampments have been cleared in D.C., according to the White House. House Republicans are pushing to ban people from camping or sleeping in cars on public property, a move described by Democrats as cruel and counterproductive.
"Allowing individuals to sleep on the streets is not compassion; it is neglect," Rep. William Timmons (R-South Carolina) countered. "A tent is not housing. A sidewalk is not a home."
Violators could be fined up to $500 and jailed for up to 30 days.
Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Walkinshaw sworn into Congress after win in Virginia special election
The deep-blue district in the D.C. suburbs has felt the sting of President Donald Trump's cuts to the federal government.

Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) swears in Rep.-elect James Walkinshaw (D-Virginia) on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Daniel Wu, Liam Bowman | 2025-09-10
Democrat James Walkinshaw was sworn into Congress on Wednesday, a day after defeating Stewart Whitson in a special election to represent Virginia's 11th District.
The election was held to succeed Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who died of esophageal cancer in May. Walkinshaw is Connolly's former chief of staff; Whitson is a legal director at a conservative think tank.
Unofficial results showed that, as of Wednesday morning, Walkinshaw had 74.8 percent of the vote to Whitson's 25 percent, with write-in candidates receiving some votes. The Associated Press called the race for Walkinshaw about a half-hour after polls closed Tuesday evening.
Whitson posted a statement Tuesday night conceding the election and congratulating his opponent. "While tonight's outcome was not what we hoped for, I could not be more proud of the campaign we ran and the movement we built together," he wrote.
On Wednesday morning, Walkinshaw posted a video of himself as a passenger in a vehicle, saying he was on his way to the U.S. Capitol. He also announced that, after his win, he had resigned as a Fairfax County supervisor, an office he'd held since 2019.
Later in the afternoon, Walkinshaw was sworn in by Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on the House floor. In a short speech, Walkinshaw said, "As a lifelong Northern Virginian, I am honored by the trust my community has placed in me." He added that he was honored to be following in the footsteps of Connolly, his friend and mentor. "His legacy will guide me every day," he said.

Left: Democrat James Walkinshaw; right: Republican Stewart Whitson. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post, Kevin Wolf/AP)


Walkinshaw spoke stridently against the Trump administration's cuts to the federal workforce and other policies, eliciting scattered boos from the chamber. "In my district, everyone knows someone who has lost their job due to the agenda coming from the White House and, too often, from this chamber," he said.
"If we do not change course, what is true in Northern Virginia today will soon be true in every district in this nation: Families everywhere will know someone who has lost their job because of the DOGE cuts, the tariffs, the budget bill, or our failure to address the rising cost on everything from groceries to rent to prescription drugs."
Walkinshaw, whom Connolly endorsed shortly before he died, emerged from a crowded primary to win the Democratic nomination in June. He was widely favored to win the deep-blue seat in the D.C. suburbs that has felt the sting of President Donald Trump's federal government cuts.
Whitson, an Army veteran and former FBI official, offered voters a sharp contrast to Walkinshaw, with a platform largely aligned with Trump. Whitson supported the U.S. DOGE Service's cuts to the federal workforce and called himself a "proven conservative" with experience advocating for conservative issues on Capitol Hill.
The 11th District, which includes Fairfax City as well as most of Fairfax County outside the Capital Beltway, voted for Kamala Harris over Trump in November by 34 percentage points. Connolly historically won comfortable victories with around 66 percent of the vote. Experts said earlier that Virginia Democrats would be watching Tuesday's results to gauge where Democratic turnout stands several months into Trump's second term.
"If there's a really strong Democratic turnout beyond expectations, and the margins vastly exceed even the 2-to-1 margins that Connolly achieved in his latest cycles, I think that would be very, very telling," said Mark J. Rozell, dean of George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government.

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia) died in May. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The legacy of Connolly, who championed federal workers' rights and frequently sparred with Trump in Congress, loomed large in the lead-up to the election. Walkinshaw prevailed in a three-week primary contest against other Virginia Democrats and political newcomers, some of whom tried to attack Walkinshaw's connection to Connolly and an aging Democratic establishment.
But Walkinshaw, who announced his candidacy days after Connolly declined to run for reelection, ultimately won a commanding 60 percent of the primary vote after touting his policymaking experience on the Hill and as a Fairfax County official. He told The Washington Post in June that he wants to carry forward his old boss's legacy.

"Democratic voters were looking for a fighter," James Walkinshaw said. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


"Democratic voters were looking for a fighter and a fighter who had the experience to fight strategically effectively against Trump and his allies in Congress," Walkinshaw said. "That's what we tried to offer people."
Whitson, who won about 40 percent of the vote in the GOP primary, is the senior director of federal affairs for the Foundation for Government Accountability. He said in an interview with The Post that he was running to "restore common sense" in a district that is usually a Democratic stronghold.
Whitson said he believed Republicans and independent voters would be animated by concerns over crime and transgender policies.

Whitson is an Army veteran and former FBI official. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Whitson has testified on Capitol Hill for his think tank and praised the U.S. DOGE Service. He told The Post he would work with the Trump administration to get federal employees rehired if they want to return to the civil service.
"My opponent's plan is he's going to fight against the current administration," Whitson said. "That's just going to make things worse."
Rozell said that although Northern Virginia isn't a barometer for the state at large, both parties would be watching to see whether Walkinshaw's hopes of greater Democratic turnout materialize.
"That has the potential to showcase real trouble for the Republicans next year," he said.
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D.C.
7-Eleven to pay D.C. $1.2 million over vape sales near schools
The D.C. attorney general found that 7-Eleven stores near middle and high schools continued selling vapes and e-cigarettes after a 2022 ban went into effect.

7-Eleven has 16 stores within a quarter-mile of middle and high schools in D.C. that were supposed to stop selling electronic smoking devices in 2022. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


By Stella Canino-Quinones | 2025-09-10
7-Eleven has agreed to pay the District of Columbia $1.2 million to resolve allegations that the convenience store chain illegally sold vapes and electronic cigarettes near schools, the D.C. attorney general announced this week.
Sixteen stores -- 10 owned by the chain and six franchises -- were found to continue selling electronic smoking devices after a ban on doing so within a quarter-mile of D.C. middle schools and high schools was enacted in October 2022, according to the settlement between the District and the company.
Before the law took effect, 7-Eleven had communicated the requirements to all 16 stores within the quarter-mile radius, but none complied, the settlement said. More than 7,500 electronic smoking devices were either received, offered or actually sold in these locations.
"7-Eleven's illegal sales threatened to reverse the progress we've made reducing tobacco use among youth," D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) said in a news release. "Protecting the safety of our community is our top priority at the Office of the Attorney General, and that includes enforcing local laws designed to protect the health of our children."
7-Eleven did not respond to a request for comment.
A 2023 Youth Risk Behavior Survey found that 9.6 percent of high school students and 6.2 percent of middle school students in D.C. public school had used an e-cigarette, vape or similar product in the past 30 days. The usage among middle-schoolers had risen 1.7 percentage points among middle-schoolers since 2021, but stayed about the same among high-schoolers, the survey found.
Schwalb's office said 7-Eleven removed the banned devices from those 16 stores during the attorney general's investigation. As part of the settlement, the company will provide annual training to staff and reminders to stores in school zones, and will monitor franchise store data on a quarterly basis to identify any violations to the ban.
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Washington Commanders
Washington is the NFL's oldest team. Not just this year, but in nearly two decades.
Thursday night's game in Green Bay isn't just a meeting of NFC heavyweights. It's also the youngest roster in the league against the oldest. 

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Schad, Emily Giambalvo | 2025-09-11

Headlined by Von Miller, Zach Ertz and Bobby Wagner, the Washington Commanders have the NFL's oldest roster. (Photo illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./The Washington Post; photos by David Zalubowski/AP and Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Jayden Daniels's locker sits in the far corner of the Washington Commanders' locker room, prime real estate for a 24-year-old franchise quarterback. To his left is running back Austin Ekeler, who is 30. Diagonally to his right is linebacker Bobby Wagner, 35.
In almost any other industry, all three would still be considered young men, with the bulk of their careers ahead of them. But in the NFL, perspectives are skewed. Daniels is a rising star, Ekeler is a savvy veteran, and players such as Wagner are talked about as if they couldn't make it onto the field without a cane.
"You'd almost think we're like 200 years old or something," Wagner said over the summer.
The Commanders won't be snowbirding in Florida yet, though in football terms they are quite old.
Commanders players who saw the field in Sunday's season opener against the New York Giants were, on average, 28.6 years old. According to a Washington Post analysis, that makes their roster both the oldest in the NFL this season and the league's oldest in nearly two decades.
Based on the group of players who appeared in at least one game during the regular season, according to data from the website Sports Reference, no team has had an average roster age of 28.6 or older since 2007 -- when Washington's players were 28.7 years old in the last year of Joe Gibbs's second stint as coach.
The Commanders' aging roster has been a subplot since General Manager Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn took over last season and began adding veterans. In their first offseason, they brought in Wagner and tight end Zach Ertz, now 34. This past offseason, they added left tackle Laremy Tunsil, 31, and edge rusher Von Miller, 36.
It's particularly notable ahead of Thursday night's game against the Green Bay Packers -- who, for the third consecutive season, have the youngest team in the league.
"It's a young man's game," Packers GM Brian Gutekunst told reporters in 2023. "And you need the legs. You need the speed."
Peters offered a different take at the start of training camp: "Whether they're 22 or 35, if they can help us win, we're going to bring them in."
Both the Commanders and the Packers are on an upward trajectory, with dazzling young quarterbacks and realistic dreams of a deep playoff run -- perhaps even to the Super Bowl. But the contrasts in roster construction are stark.
With Daniels in the second year of a cheap rookie contract and unable to hit the open market until 2029, Washington sees a championship window. The franchise has signed a bevy of older players, often on relatively cheap contracts, and taken a few big swings -- such as acquiring Tunsil and wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr. via trade.
"They've got this window with Jayden Daniels where they're going all in," said former quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick, who was 38 when he played his only game for the Washington Football Team in 2021. He will be working the game as a studio analyst for Prime Video's "Thursday Night Football" broadcast.
"That resonates through a locker room, too," Fitzpatrick continued. "You look around and all the sudden Von Miller is your teammate and you make a trade for Laremy Tunsil -- those types of things are showing the guys that they are all in and think they're good enough to win a Super Bowl this year."

Tight end Zach Ertz is still a solid contributor on the field, not to mention what he brings off it. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


The Packers have built a contender while staying young -- which meant, among other things, shelling out draft picks and a nine-figure contract to acquire Micah Parsons, who is still just 26.
While the Commanders have 17 players on their 53-man roster who are in their 30s, including six who started Sunday's 21-6 win over the Giants, the Packers have just two: kicker Brandon McManus and long snapper Matt Orzech.
"The building [of] a team, there's not one size to fit all, for sure," Quinn said when asked about the contrast Tuesday. "But having excellent veteran players that really have high standards for how they operate, behave, perform, practice -- of course that helps."
For Quinn, it's not about who was born when but rather who has seen what -- and how experience, when channeled through the right personalities, can shape culture. He sees older players not only as contributors but as teachers, key cogs in a peer-to-peer learning network.
At almost every position, the Commanders have a veteran who is expected to share his knowledge (such as Ertz) and a relative newcomer to soak it all up (second-year tight end Ben Sinnott).
"When I was a young player, at least, you're kind of trying to figure out what works and what doesn't work," Ertz said. "Now I've got my routine. I stick to my routine. I feel like I've seen a lot of situations, seen a lot of football -- in my case, seen a lot of defenses."
Sinnott is 23 and recently married. Ertz is 34 with three kids and a ninth anniversary coming in the spring. For Sinnott, the elder teammate isn't just a resource on game prep -- or how to approach a shortened game week like this one -- but also a daily model for how to go through life.
"It's just his intentionality as far as his routine, the way he works, the way he handles himself," Sinnott said. "You'll catch him at the same spot every single day, at the same time, doing the same things. It's just a consistent thing, over and over."

Commanders linebacker Bobby Wagner is still going strong in his 14th NFL season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


While these Commanders have the league's oldest roster, they have the most experienced one, too. Players on their roster had appeared in an average of 77 NFL games before the start of this season. Wagner and 36-year-old special teams ace Nick Bellore, who delivered a crunching tackle on a punt return Sunday, have played in more than 200 apiece.
The sport becomes more mental than physical as players age. Wagner said in training camp he now needs just two steps to get to the right spot to make a tackle, whereas a younger, less experienced player might take 10.
"People say the game slows down," Ekeler said. "The game never slows down. Your thought process actually just speeds up. You're just seeing things a little bit more efficiently."
There are drawbacks to older rosters, of course. Players near the end of their careers such as Ertz, Miller and Wagner, tend to play on one-year contracts, which leads to roster churn. Straight-line speed and quickness commonly deteriorate over time. And, in an inherently violent sport, bodies break down.
Peters said in a radio interview last week he is not concerned about the perceived injury risks that come with an older roster. Quinn has spoken repeatedly about the importance of managing each player's workload during the season, which includes regular days off for veterans.
"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true: He's a players' coach," said Miller, who was one of six veteran players to get a day off Tuesday. "He keeps the guys healthy."

GM Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn value the experience veterans bring. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


For Scott Pioli, age is not just about perspective. It's also a simple question of word choice.
This week, the longtime NFL personnel executive responded to a question about age and roster construction by running through some of the veteran players on his former teams that won conference championships.
"Again, I'm using the word 'veteran' not 'older,'" Pioli said.
He paused slightly, almost in anticipation of a follow-up question.
"Were they older?" he continued. "Yeah."
Experience is a trait that, at least statistically, has become a hallmark of Quinn's teams. During his five-plus years as the head coach in Atlanta, the Falcons regularly had one of the league's oldest teams -- if not the oldest, The Post found.
That's no surprise to Pioli, who worked with Quinn in Atlanta, when he was assistant general manager. He said the team intentionally brought in a wave of veterans ahead of the 2016 season, when they made a run to the Super Bowl. The Post's analysis found the Falcons had the oldest team in the NFL that year.
Pioli's staff employed a similar strategy during his time in New England in the early 2000s, when the Patriots won three Super Bowls in a span of four years. He overlapped there with a promising intern who later became a team scout: Peters.
"This has worked," said Pioli, who is now a consultant for the league office and the athletic departments of three universities, including Virginia. "AP saw it firsthand in New England, and DQ saw it firsthand in Atlanta."
While it's tempting to view the addition of older players as a short-term fix or a sprint toward the Super Bowl, Pioli thinks Quinn and Peters are operating as he once did, with the idea of using smart vets to ingrain a culture.
"We weren't trying to run through a window," he explained. "We were trying to establish something."
And yet, with Daniels under center and a surprising run to the NFC championship game in their rearview mirror, the Commanders' championship window is clearly open.
Naturally, the same could be said of the Packers. They're just going about it differently. The average age of the Packers is 25.8 -- nearly three years younger than the average of the Commanders. That gap might not seem massive, but in a league where the average playing career lasts about three seasons, it's a gulf.
The question is whether that gulf will be visible Thursday night. "It doesn't do anything when you snap the ball," Ertz said. "To us, it doesn't mean anything."
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Washington Commanders
Believe the hype. Jacory Croskey-Merritt is already a success story.
A year ago, the Commanders rookie running back wasn't sure his NFL dream would come true.

Washington Commanders running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt scored his first NFL touchdown Sunday against the New York Giants. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-11
In the middle of the University of Arizona's 2024 football season, a veteran coach took an ineligible player for a walk around the practice field in Tucson. Jacory Croskey-Merritt played one game for the Wildcats last fall. He wowed everyone who watched him rip through New Mexico, his former team. In the weeks since, he hadn't played a snap. He was caught up in an NCAA rules issue. His senior season was slipping away. He worried his NFL dream might be, too.
In stepped Alonzo Carter, the Wildcats' running backs coach and an old-school football sage. As they walked, Carter asked Croskey-Merritt to look around. Tucson is beautiful in the fall. Take in the facilities. Consider whom you're surrounded with.
"I said: 'Hey, man. You know how people go and train for the combine?'" Carter recalled this week by phone. "'Let's just say you got a two-month jump start. But the difference is, you don't have to go home. You don't have to fly to Florida or someplace. You're getting to do it right here where you're comfortable, with the people that love you and people that are going to support you.' ... From then on, he never left the facility."
By so many measures, Croskey-Merritt's rise in popularity -- among the Washington Commanders' fan base, with owners of fantasy football teams, within his own locker room -- is among the least likely stories in the infancy of this NFL season. He played just that one game in his final year of college, which came at his third school. He was selected in the seventh and final round of the draft, after 244 players and 24 running backs had been taken before him. He did nothing but make plays throughout the Commanders' offseason workouts, gained 70 yards on 18 carries and scored a touchdown in two preseason games to easily secure a roster spot, and essentially made three-year starter Brian Robinson Jr. expendable by trade.
On Sunday in his NFL debut, Croskey-Merritt ran 10 times for 82 yards against the New York Giants. The list of rushers who gained more yards in Week 1: Derrick Henry of Baltimore, Travis Etienne of Jacksonville and Breece Hall of the New York Jets. Combined NFL regular season games for those three: 228. To various degrees, they're experienced stars who have been featured in their offenses for years. Croskey-Merritt arrived as a borderline nobody.
No matter. He scored his first regular season touchdown. He burst free for a 42-yard, fourth-quarter run that about put the Giants away. He heard the Northwest Stadium crowd chant his nickname -- "Bill! Bill! Bill! Bill!" -- like it was something out of a movie.
"This is what I wanted," Croskey-Merritt said. "Just to be able to show the world that I can play football."
He's showing at least a slice of the world, in the nation's capital, where he is already downright adored. Still, this zero-star recruit who spent three years at Alabama State University in his hometown of Montgomery and then had his showcase of a senior year all but erased is one of the most impactful NFL rookies thus far?
"Doesn't surprise me," Carter said. "Not one bit."
"They're going to chant his name for a long time," said Donald Hill-Eley, Croskey-Merritt's coach at Alabama State. "That kid's got a great upside. He's going to play some good football."
We're one week in. Sixteen games over four months stretch out ahead. There's a strong temptation to resist the hype, to downplay Croskey-Merritt's potential.
Then you listen to the people who know him.

Croskey-Merritt ran for 82 yards in the season opener Sunday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


"This is a kid who came from very humble beginnings," said Hill-Eley, who recruited Croskey-Merritt out of Sidney Lanier High in Montgomery. "Jacory grew up in one of the impoverished, low-income places over there and is a success story in itself. Kept his nose clean. Didn't succumb to the streets or all the other stuff that was going on in Montgomery. A lot of folks would say that kids from that area, the only way they can make it was leave town. He proved them wrong."
Not without some significant hiccups.
What happened at Alabama State remains a bit murky. The school's stats show Croskey-Merritt played in four games as a freshman, which would have made him eligible to redshirt. Other statistical sites show he played in several more, which would have burned his redshirt year. The school argued that another running back took Croskey-Merritt's jersey number. Neither the NCAA nor Arizona was sure about that, and after Croskey-Merritt ran for 106 yards on 13 carries -- including a 36-yard touchdown -- in the 2024 season opener against New Mexico, Wildcats officials began holding him out of games.
"It was so much going on," Hill-Eley said of Croskey-Merritt's freshman year at Alabama State. "With everything else that's going on, I'm not even at liberty to talk about it. It's still an ongoing matter. But how it was, whatever happened was unfortunate. For right now, all of it is behind him, and he's moving forward."
Arizona officials did not respond to an email requesting clarity. Croskey-Merritt called it a misunderstanding.
"I didn't even ask about it," Carter said. "I didn't even talk about it."
Carter's job, then, became to keep Croskey-Merritt engaged. NFL scouts were still visiting Arizona's practices.
"That was the carrot I had over his head -- the scouts," Carter said. "They're all asking about you. Just because you're not playing in the games, that don't mean you're still not being evaluated. Your games are practice."
Carter said Croskey-Merritt, running behind a scout-team offensive line, regularly turned broken plays into 50- and 60-yard touchdown runs against Arizona's first-team defense.
"With his vision, his ability to cut back and see is rare," Carter said. "It's a special trait that he has that you don't normally see in most people."
Still, there were moments when Croskey-Merritt pushed back. Carter made him sit in the front row of the meeting room, taking notes. Croskey-Merritt sometimes wondered why he was taking notes on a game plan if he wasn't going to play. That walk around the practice field, just coach and player, became necessary. The scouts would see him. How would he respond?
"They want to see how you deal with this adversity," Carter asked. "Do you shut down? Do you go in the tank?"
From there, Croskey-Merritt was all in. The coach came to understand that if he approached his office and the lights were out, Croskey-Merritt was napping on his couch, waiting for Carter to come back so they could go over plays. He wanted to impress scouts with his understanding, too. During that season, Commanders scout Peter Picerelli took Carter to lunch.
"He was just really detailed, asking a lot of personal questions, just all the positive things that Bill brought to the table," Carter said. "He came a couple of times. He'd seen it, just the talent. But he wanted to know about the person, too."
Now, we've all seen it. Jacory Croskey-Merritt -- sorry, Bill, because as a kid he looked like cartoon character Little Bill -- was a practice-only running back who is becoming a prime-time player. That happened because he has ability that people didn't get to see on TV last fall. It also happened because, when he couldn't play, he got better anyway.
"I kind of knew what I was fighting for," Croskey-Merritt said. "I was fighting for moments like this, knowing it was going to come. And when it came, I was going to make sure I was ready."
Next up: Green Bay on Thursday night. For the first time in the regular season, a national television audience will get to see this kid with the hyphenated name who goes by Bill. People will almost certainly see his ability. They should know his story, too.

RFK Stadium was home to Washington D.C.'s football, baseball and soccer teams for decades. It also hosted iconic concerts and events. And now it's coming down.
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NFL
Where do J.J. McCarthy and Caleb Williams go from here?
Also in this week's NFL primer: Kickoff returns are way up, and an Eagles-Chiefs Super Bowl rematch is the highlight game of Week 2.

Second-year quarterbacks J.J. McCarthy of the Vikings, left, and Caleb Williams of the Bears met following Monday night's game at Soldier Field in Chicago. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


By Mark Maske | 2025-09-11
In the aftermath of Monday night's captivating matchup at Soldier Field between NFC North foes and their second-year quarterbacks, one of those prospective franchise centerpieces, the Minnesota Vikings' J.J. McCarthy, is being celebrated for his fourth-quarter exploits. The other, the Chicago Bears' Caleb Williams, largely is being derided for an uneven showing that seemed to represent an extension of his rookie-year inconsistencies.
But the performances really contained relatively comparable amounts of deficiency and promise. There is much left to be determined about the state of development for both quarterbacks entering a Week 2 slate in which the Vikings host the Atlanta Falcons and the Bears play a key division game at the Detroit Lions.
McCarthy and the Vikings struggled mightily for three quarters Monday night in McCarthy's first NFL start after he missed his rookie season because of a knee injury. The offense was going nowhere. Merely getting lined up and snapping the ball without the play clock expiring was a challenge. The Vikings trailed the Bears 17-6. But everything changed during a fourth quarter in which McCarthy threw touchdown passes to wide receiver Justin Jefferson and tailback Aaron Jones and ran for a touchdown to leave nothing but good feelings about a 27-24 triumph.
"I told him at halftime, 'You are going to bring us back to win this game,'" Vikings Coach Kevin O'Connell said during his postgame news conference. "And the look in his eye was fantastic. And the best thing is just the belief I felt from the team, the unit."
Indeed, there is plenty on which McCarthy and the Vikings can build. He was at his best in crunch time, and the Vikings are 1-0. This is what they had in mind when they allowed Sam Darnold to exit via free agency and opted not to sign Aaron Rodgers. They were intent upon turning things over to McCarthy, who led Michigan to a national championship before being selected 10th overall.
McCarthy was named the NFC's offensive player of the week Wednesday. He became the first starting quarterback to overcome a 10-point deficit in the fourth quarter and win in regulation in his NFL debut since Steve Young in 1985. He was the first quarterback to have at least two passing touchdowns and a rushing touchdown in his debut since Cam Newton in 2011.
Still, there is much to improve. McCarthy threw an interception that was returned for a touchdown. He managed just 143 passing yards on 13-for-20 accuracy. It was good enough.
Going forward, such production might not be good enough for the Vikings to remain a contender after they went 14-3 last season but were bounced in the opening round of the playoffs. McCarthy will be matched up against another quarterback drafted in last year's first round, the Falcons' Michael Penix Jr., on Sunday night in Minneapolis. They last faced off in the College Football Playoff championship game.
For Williams, this is supposed to be the season in which he ascends to stardom while paired with Ben Johnson, the Bears' first-year coach who is coming off a highly successful stint as the Lions' offensive coordinator. Williams was the No. 1 pick of the 2024 draft and the first of the six quarterbacks chosen in the top 12 selections. But he was surpassed in Year 1 by the Washington Commanders' Jayden Daniels and the Denver Broncos' Bo Nix. He and the other members of that quarterback draft class -- the New England Patriots' Drake Maye, McCarthy and Penix -- are trying to catch up.
Johnson's arrival looked like the perfect remedy when Williams ran for a touchdown to cap the Bears' dazzling opening drive Monday. Williams completed his first 10 passes. But things weren't as crisp thereafter in his 21-for-35, 210-yard, one-touchdown passing performance.
"We had mixed results," Johnson said during a virtual news conference Tuesday. "There were some things that he did that were top-notch, and I would put him up there with some of the best in the NFL. ... And yet there were still some that we would like to have back."
Johnson's debut also was flawed. He acknowledged he erred when he failed to have the Bears send their kickoff out of bounds with 2:02 remaining and trailing by three. The Vikings smartly returned the kickoff from seven yards deep in the end zone, moving the clock past the two-minute warning. The Bears, with just one timeout remaining, had only nine seconds left when they got the ball back at their 20-yard line following a Vikings punt.
"In hindsight, I should have kicked it out of bounds," Johnson said.
Johnson's return to Detroit will come with his current team and his former team trying to avoid an 0-2 start. After losing Johnson and defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn, the Lions are coming off a 27-13 defeat Sunday at Green Bay.

Defensive tackle Jalen Carter is eligible to play Sunday for the Eagles after being ejected from the NFL's season opener against the Cowboys for spitting on quarterback Dak Prescott. (Matt Slocum/AP)


All times Eastern.
Commanders at Packers, Thursday at 8:15 p.m.:  Micah Parsons faces a former NFC East rival in his second game with the Packers following the blockbuster trade that sent him from Dallas to Green Bay.
Browns at Ravens, Sunday at 1 p.m.: The Ravens seek to rebound from their calamitous loss Sunday night in which they squandered a 15-point lead to the Buffalo Bills in the final four minutes.
Bills at Jets, Sunday at 1 p.m.: Glenn is vowing to address mistakes and make the Jets a more disciplined team in his first season as their coach. On Wednesday, he released wide receiver Xavier Gipson, who lost a key fumble on a kickoff return in Sunday's opening defeat to the Pittsburgh Steelers.
49ers at Saints, Sunday at 1 p.m.: The 49ers will be without tight end George Kittle, who is on injured reserve because of a hamstring injury, and could start Mac Jones at quarterback if Brock Purdy is sidelined by shoulder and toe injuries.
Eagles at Chiefs, Sunday at 4:25 p.m.: Eagles defensive tackle Jalen Carter is eligible to play in the Super Bowl rematch after the NFL said Tuesday it was suspending him for one game without pay for spitting at Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott during the season-opening game but that it considered the suspension already served because Carter was ejected before the first play from scrimmage. The penalty cost Carter one week's pay, $57,222. The Chiefs are 0-1 and facing all-too-familiar wide receiver issues, with Rashee Rice's six-game suspension and Xavier Worthy's shoulder injury.

Browns rookie running back Quinshon Judkins remains under investigation by the NFL. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


Browns rookie running back Quinshon Judkins was scheduled to meet with NFL representatives Wednesday in New York regarding the league's investigation under the personal conduct policy, according to a person familiar with the matter.
Judkins is on a standard roster exemption unrelated to the investigation or to paid administrative leave via placement on the commissioner's exempt list. He agreed to his rookie contract with the Browns last weekend. There remains the possibility of NFL discipline under the conduct policy after prosecutors in Florida declined to pursue a misdemeanor battery charge against Judkins, a second-round pick in April, for an alleged domestic incident in July.

The Packers' Savion Williams returns a kickoff Sunday against the Lions. (Tork Mason/Imagn Images) 


The NFL hoped to boost the rate of kickoffs being returned when team owners ratified a proposal by the league and competition committee in March to move the touchback spot on kickoffs from the 30- to the 35-yard line. The tweak is designed to further discourage teams from launching kickoffs into the end zone in Year 2 of the modified kickoff alignment.
The Week 1 results were striking -- 75.6 percent of kickoffs were returned. That was up from 33.1 percent in Week 1 of last season. There were 3,074 kickoff return yards, the most ever in Week 1 of a season and the most in any week of a season in 15 years.

Rookie quarterback Jaxson Dart leaves the field following the Giants' season-opening loss Sunday to the Commanders in Landover, Maryland. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


Few would be surprised if New York Giants Coach Brian Daboll turns to rookie quarterback Jaxson Dart at some point during Sunday's road game against the Cowboys. The Giants are coming off a dismal offensive performance in their loss to the Commanders, during which Russell Wilson completed just 17 of 37 passes. It's a win-or-else season for Daboll and General Manager Joe Schoen. And Dart, a first-round pick in April, showed plenty of promise during the preseason.
But there are mitigating factors. Wilson had little help on offense. Left tackle Andrew Thomas was sidelined as he recovers from foot surgery. Star wide receiver Malik Nabers had been on a reduced practice-field workload just two days earlier because of back tightness. And Daboll's decision really needs to be about Dart and when the rookie is ready to play, not about Wilson's struggles or the urgency of the team's offensive issues.
Dart's time to play will arrive at some point. But the issue of when to make the move is more complicated than it may seem.
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Soccer
What will the USMNT World Cup roster look like? We're starting to learn.
The U.S. men's September window has wrapped, which means fans and the media have a chance to look ahead to next summer and read the tea leaves.

Mauricio Pochettino has some tough decisions ahead as he prepares for the 2026 World Cup. (Koji Watanabe/Getty Images)


By Thomas Floyd | 2025-09-11
When all is said and done, Mauricio Pochettino's stint in charge of the U.S. men's national soccer team will be defined by how the Americans fare at next summer's World Cup -- and the inflection points that shape their path there.
Before the United States muted its critics with a 2-0 win over Japan on Tuesday night in Columbus, Ohio, Pochettino rationalized an experimental squad for the September friendlies by underscoring one such inflection point: The team's face-plant in March, when it suffered a stunning loss to Panama in the Concacaf Nations League semifinals and also dropped the third-place game against Canada.
That group, Pochettino noted, was packed with national team standbys and standouts. As the U.S. team failed to lift the Nations League trophy for the first time in four attempts, it became clear that pedigree and continuity would only get the program so far.
"You remember March, no?" Pochettino said during a feisty news conference Monday. "We all remember March. And I think you all agreed with me, with the roster, with everything. But I think that was a wake-up call because we need to start a different process and different approaches."
In the afterglow of dispatching Japan, Pochettino circled back to the topic. "If the players for different reasons are not performing, why we are going to call them?" he asked rhetorically. "Because they performed four years ago?" But he also emphasized that no bridges were being burned. "The most important thing that I was also telling the players: The door is open," Pochettino said. "It is not closed."
That much was clear for Christian Pulisic, the AC Milan attacker who returned to the fold after drawing the ire of Pochettino, certain fans and several former U.S. players for sitting out the Concacaf Gold Cup this summer. After proving influential but lacking the final product in a 2-0 loss to South Korea on Saturday in Harrison, New Jersey, Pulisic burst through midfield to tee up Folarin Balogun's clincher against Japan. Addressing reporters for the first time this window, Pulisic on Tuesday night downplayed any tension with his coach.
"We have good conversations, honestly," Pulisic said. "Probably what you guys experience and what the media sees is a bit not exactly what we experience. Things are good. We spoke, we had a normal camp, and everything is good between us, good between the team. There's probably not as much drama as you guys think."

Christian Pulisic returned to the fold this month. (Jeff Dean/AP)


If the March matches spurred a cultural shift under Pochettino, the September window may endure as a tactical pivot. Starting in a 4-2-3-1 formation against South Korea, the Americans struggled to cohesively press defensively or break down their opponent in possession. After finding more success with three center backs in the second half, the United States deployed a 3-4-2-1 formation from the start against Japan and looked exponentially sharper.
It's not hard to see the system's appeal with this player pool. It puts less of the defensive onus on aging veteran Tim Ream, a tranquil distributor tailor-made for the left center back role. The attack-minded fullbacks -- Max Arfsten and Alex Freeman on Tuesday, Antonee Robinson and Sergino Dest in a full-strength lineup -- can play with flank-roaming freedom. And the dual playmaker roles should maximize the talents of Pulisic, Malik Tillman, Diego Luna, Gio Reyna and Alex Zendejas (who volleyed home the opener against Japan).
"Very, very clearly defined roles," Ream said. "We did not do much work on it other than in game and talk about it during a few meetings. I think all of us felt really comfortable."

Tim Ream will turn 38 next month. (Jeff Dean/AP)


Although Pochettino indicated that he will lean more on Europe-based players for matches this fall -- reasoning the MLS contingent will be in the throes of the playoffs or resting during an early offseason -- the Argentine seems to hold the domestic league in higher regard than his predecessor, Gregg Berhalter, did toward the end of his tenure. Case in point: the trust in players such as Arfsten, Freeman, center back Tristan Blackmon, defensive midfielder Cristian Roldan and goalkeeper Matt Freese to hold their own alongside players from Europe's elite leagues.
"It's refreshing," Roldan said, "to see a national team coach believe in [MLS]."
With these observations top of mind, it feels like an apt opportunity to take stock of the U.S. roster, look ahead to next summer and read the tea leaves. Here is our projected 26-man squad for the United States at the World Cup:

Matt Freese is a more recent addition for the U.S. men. (Joseph Maiorana/Imagn Images) 


World Cup-bound: Matt Freese, Matt Turner, Patrick Schulte
Still in play: Zack Steffen, Ethan Horvath, Diego Kochen, Roman Celentano
After starting every match of the Gold Cup and both September friendlies, Freese -- a 27-year-old who made his U.S. debut in May -- must be considered the No. 1 until Pochettino indicates otherwise. But former starter Turner figures to return to the mix, now that he's back in MLS (on loan with the New England Revolution) and at last logging regular minutes. The third spot feels like a toss-up between Schulte and Steffen, who started one friendly apiece this past winter, then both missed the Gold Cup because of injury.

Chris Richards and the U.S. men are co-hosts of the 2026 World Cup, along with Canada and Mexico. (Jeff Dean/AP)


World Cup-bound: Chris Richards, Tim Ream, Sergino Dest, Antonee Robinson, Mark McKenzie, Miles Robinson, Alex Freeman, Max Arfsten, Joe Scally
Still in play: Tristan Blackmon, Cameron Carter-Vickers, Caleb Wiley, Nathan Harriel, Walker Zimmerman, Noahkai Banks, Auston Trusty, Marlon Fossey, John Tolkin, DeJuan Jones
Richards is the defense's indisputable anchor, and Ream -- who turns 38 next month -- feels increasingly likely to remain his center back partner next summer. McKenzie, a starter for French club Toulouse, seems to be next in line. Pochettino will need to bring at least one more center back, and though Blackmon acquitted himself nicely against Japan after a shaky debut vs. South Korea, Miles Robinson (who missed this window with a calf injury) has the athletic edge.
Out wide, Dest and Antonee Robinson bring irreplaceable dynamism -- though Arfsten and Freeman have done well to entrench themselves as their backups. Then there's Scally, a versatile fullback on the outs with Pochettino despite playing at a high level for Germany's Borussia Monchengladbach. Expect Scally to ultimately make the squad, especially since his 6-foot frame and stay-at-home instincts make him a suitable option in a three-man back line.

Tyler Adams captained the U.S. men at the 2022 World Cup. (Andres Kudacki/AP)


World Cup-bound: Tyler Adams, Weston McKennie, Malik Tillman, Johnny Cardoso, Tanner Tessmann, Diego Luna, Cristian Roldan
Still in play: Yunus Musah, Sebastian Berhalter, Jack McGlynn, Luca De La Torre, Aidan Morris, Gianluca Busio, Paxten Aaronson
A healthy Adams can be locked into defensive midfield, and Tillman has a firm grasp on an advanced role after a sterling Gold Cup and a buzzy move to Germany's Bayer Leverkusen. McKennie is too much of a difference-maker to be omitted -- even if he's struggling for playing time at Italian power Juventus -- and ball circulator Cardoso can be penciled into the squad as long as he's starting for Atletico Madrid.
From there, it's a real crapshoot. Tessmann, the Americans' Paris Olympics captain, should be back in the picture if he's getting consistent minutes with French side Lyon. Luna's creative flair makes him an enticing option off the bench, and the sturdy Roldan seems to have rapidly played his way into Pochettino's favor. That leaves Musah, a slick but inconsistent facilitator who just secured a loan from AC Milan to Atalanta, as the odd man out -- a once-unthinkable prospect for a 22-year-old who shined at the 2022 World Cup.

Alejandro Zendejas scored for the U.S. men Tuesday. (Joseph Maiorana/Imagn Images) 


World Cup-bound: Christian Pulisic, Tim Weah, Folarin Balogun, Alex Zendejas, Gio Reyna, Ricardo Pepi, Josh Sargent
Still in play: Patrick Agyemang, Haji Wright, Brenden Aaronson, Brian White, Damion Downs, Quinn Sullivan
Pulisic is a generational star long destined to spearhead the U.S. attack at this World Cup, and his return this window put to bed any concerns about his standing under Pochettino. Weah, now on loan to Marseille from Juventus, had a window to forget but remains a dynamic attacker. Zendejas played his way into the conversation with a positive appearance off the bench vs. South Korea and a superb goal against Japan. For all of the noise around the ever-polarizing Reyna, his recent move to Monchengladbach should allow the 22-year-old to again showcase his dormant attacking impact.
At striker, the strong and speedy Balogun separated himself from the pack with an active appearance in the first match and a slump-busting strike against Japan. Behind him, Pepi figures to regain his goal-poaching prowess after recovering from a long-term knee injury. Although Sargent still hasn't scored for the national team since 2019 and underwhelmed this window, his hot start for Norwich gives him the slightest edge over Agyemang, the Gold Cup starter who recently joined Sargent in England's second tier with a move to Derby County.
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Sports Betting
NFL best bets for Week 2: Browns will keep it close vs. Ravens
Plus, picks against the spread for all 16 games.

(David Richard/AP)


By Neil Greenberg | 2025-09-11
The results of our picks last week were encouraging, although Tennessee's offensive struggles and Miami's complete collapse left us with a losing tally for our best bets.
We'll start Week 2 with a first-half angle in Green Bay, where the Commanders are a value play Thursday night despite what the full-game line suggests. There's another intriguing first-half play when the Los Angeles Rams travel to face the Tennessee Titans. We'll also take a stand against a double-digit favorite in an AFC North rivalry game.
Best bets record: 1-2
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Commanders first-half money line at +150 or better (pick is Commanders +31/2, but it is not a best bet)
Washington is a 31/2-point underdog, but that line reflects what is expected to happen by game's end. In first halves, underdogs are far more competitive. They have their best plays scripted and their starters fresh. In 300 comparable games based on the spread and total, underdogs won the first half about 45 percent of the time. At +150 or better, the market is pricing Washington as if it will win the first half (no ties) just 40 percent of the time, creating a meaningful edge.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Rams first half -31/2 at +100 or better (pick is Rams -51/2, but it is not a best bet)
The Rams' defense just held Houston to nine points, while Tennessee's rebuilt offense managed just 133 yards and 12 points in its opener. Plus, Titans right tackle JC Latham left the game after aggravating a hip injury -- a worrying development for an offensive line that is one of the weaker ones in the league.
I didn't see an edge on the full-game point spread, but I believe a fair price for the first-half spread is -120 (wager $120 to win $100), making this plus-money proposition worthwhile.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Browns +111/2
The Ravens are double-digit favorites in a divisional game, but history says that's a bad combination for spread bettors. AFC North games have long been physical, slow-paced and defense-driven. That reduces the number of possessions and makes it harder for a favorite to run up the score. Since 2002, AFC North underdogs catching 10 or more points are 23-15 against the spread (60 percent). Moreover, Cleveland's defensive line (ranked seventh for 2025 by Pro Football Focus) is good enough to keep this within striking distance.
Monday, 10 p.m. | ESPN
Pick: Raiders +3
The Chargers are overvalued as a field goal road favorite in their only prime-time road game of the season. Excitement over quarterback Justin Herbert's strong play in beating the Chiefs in Week 1 ignores the Raiders' divisional familiarity and home-field edge, making +3 a key number with real value. If the line drifts to +31/2, Las Vegas becomes an even stronger play.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Longest field goal under 501/2 yards -120 (pick is Bears +41/2, but it is not a best bet)
Dan Campbell has a proven track record of aggression, consistently keeping his offense on the field in situations where others might attempt a deep kick. Even inside Ford Field's dome, the median longest field goal indoors under his tenure by either team is just 38.5 yards, per data from TruMedia. Add in Chicago's conservative, check-down style under new coach Ben Johnson, and opportunities for long attempts shrink further.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Bills -7
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: 49ers -41/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cowboys -51/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Steelers -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Jaguars +31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Patriots +11/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Broncos -21/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Cardinals -61/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Eagles +11/2
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Falcons +41/2
Monday, 7 p.m. | ABC, ESPN
Pick: Texans -21/2
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Nationals
The Nats' sixth-inning implosion brings an eruption from their manager
Miguel Cairo and Jake Irvin were ejected as the inning went off the rails. Ultimately, the Nationals fell, 8-3, to Miami, ending a four-game winning streak.

Nationals interim manager Miguel Cairo disputes a call with umpire Laz Diaz on Wednesday night in Miami. (Marta Lavandier/AP)


By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-09-11
MIAMI -- In an instant, Miguel Cairo was incandescent, then ejected. Shortly thereafter, Jake Irvin was incandescent, then joined him. Given the sequence that preceded their early departures, erupting might have been the only option left on the table.
In one of the ugliest innings for the Washington Nationals in a while -- a four-run sixth that led to an 8-3 defeat to the Miami Marlins on Wednesday night, snapping a four-game winning streak -- the wounds were self-inflicted, umpire-inflicted and opponent-inflicted.
"What happened, happened," second baseman Luis Garcia Jr. said through an interpreter. "It's part of baseball. Sometimes you commit errors, but you still have to play hard. We're going to come back tomorrow and try to get the win."
So what happened?
There were the two errors: one by shortstop CJ Abrams, who let an easy groundball under his glove to begin the inning, and the other by right fielder Dylan Crews, who bobbled the ball as Miami's first run of the game came around.
There was the risky decision by Garcia to try to tag Jakob Marsee between first and second base on a potential double play ball before he threw wildly to first.

The umpires ruled the Marlins' Jakob Marsee avoided the tag. (Sam Navarro/Imagn Images) 


There was the umpires' initial call (out on the tag), a meeting that followed (when they changed the ruling to safe) and an ensuing replay review initiated by the Nationals (in which the umpires found, rather curiously, that Garcia did not tag Marsee). A run scored on the play, cutting Washington's lead to 3-2.
And then there were the ejections.
An agitated and animated Cairo ran out to first base umpire Laz Diaz, found himself face to face with the crew chief, got the boot and gave him an earful for 90 seconds. Irvin was pulled from the game by bench coach Henry Blanco -- there still wasn't an out in the inning -- and returned to the dugout with his head down. Within a minute, he removed his cap, paced over to the end of the dugout, screamed at Diaz as MacKenzie Gore tried to play peacekeeper and exited through the tunnel alongside his manager.
"It was a wrong call made," Cairo said. "I thought he tagged the runner, and I guess Laz saw it different from first base. That's what I was arguing. Irvin pitched his ass off ... and that took all the momentum away."
"I feel like I touched him, and even the runner said he felt something," Garcia said. "I was surprised when they changed the ruling."
"In hindsight, that was the turning point in the game," Irvin said. "I just told [Diaz] I thought he made a good call."
"How you can see it from first?" Cairo asked rhetorically. "I guess he saw it. It goes like that."
Marlins pinch hitter Agustin Ramirez tied the score at 3 with an RBI single. Eric Wagaman ripped one through the hole on the right side of the infield to give Miami a 4-3 lead. That was the final run that came across in the inning but not the final moment of ire. A frustrated PJ Poulin, who entered for Irvin, applied a rather emphatic two-handed tag during a pickle between third base and home for the first out.
It should not have been surprising that this was a psychologically taxing game for Irvin. He has not been shy about noting that this season has been a challenge, but he has been insistent that he will find a fix. In a season that has been as trying as this one, Wednesday's first five innings certainly looked like a step in the right direction.
"Felt confident and in control and, at the end of the day, just going to keep making my pitches," he said.
With one out in the fourth, when Marsee became the first player for the Marlins (67-79) to reach base (courtesy of a grounder that just evaded Garcia and was ruled a hit), Irvin looked to the roof at LoanDepot Park. When he got out of the inning with a double play, he spun around and flexed his muscles. When Robert Hassell III tracked down a flyball to end the fifth, stranding a runner on third base, Irvin pointed to his center fielder, spun back toward the dugout and smacked his glove.
He was in line for his best outing in a long while.

Jake Irvin's sixth inning was a rough one. (Sam Navarro/Imagn Images) 


But then came the sixth inning, when Washington (60-85) imploded. Even in one of the team's better months, this one had the familiar symptoms of defeat. Abrams has graded out in the game's bottom 3 percent defensively (by outs above average) in all four of his seasons in the major leagues. Garcia has regressed defensively as well. The team has been better on defense overall in the season's second half but remains imperfect. The Nationals' team ERA of 5.30 is still second worst in MLB. The bullpen couldn't keep the game close, with Xavier Edwards's three-run blast off Jackson Rutledge in the eighth inning putting it all the way out of reach.
"Just got to keep working hard," Garcia said of the team's priority defensively. "I mean, before [batting practice], go get the groundballs. With Cairo and [third base coach Ricky Gutierrez], we've learned a lot, and we've grown a lot."
"We could have been sharper," Cairo said. "We just got to do the little things. We got to make the routine plays. But we've been playing good."
So while there were a few morsels to hold on to -- Daylen Lile, Hassell and Garcia had an RBI apiece, and Lile's ninth triple tied a Nationals rookie record -- they weren't enough.

(Sam Navarro/Imagn Images) 


Note: The Nationals will activate Gore on Thursday, and the left-hander will start the series finale against the Marlins, Cairo said before Wednesday's game. The Nationals optioned reliever Orlando Ribalta to Class AAA Rochester to clear roster space for Gore. With a doubleheader against Atlanta coming next week, a six-man rotation appears the most probable course of action.
Gore was placed on the 15-day injured list with shoulder inflammation following his Aug. 26 start at the New York Yankees and spent the minimum number of days on the IL. Cairo said he did not yet know what sort of pitch count Gore would be on.
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Sports
It's Fanatics vs. Panini in a bitter fight to control the sports card industry
Fanatics, which dominates the sports apparel market, wants to do the same in trading cards. Cardmaker Panini is suing to stop it.

Panini employees meet to discuss football cards at Panini America in Irving, Texas. Panini accuses Fanatics of poaching its employees. (Ron Jenkins/For The Washington Post) 


By Ben Strauss | 2025-09-11
IRVING, Texas -- Signs of the raid first appeared on LinkedIn.
VP of product development, VP of acquisition, brand managers, production directors: Over the course of a few days in 2022, dozens of employees of Panini, the six-decade-old trading card manufacturer, changed their LinkedIn profiles.
And they had all left for the same place: Fanatics.
The poaching was just the beginning of an all-out corporate war, according to court records and interviews with executives at both companies, including allegations, denied by Fanatics, that it bought a printing press and interfered with Panini's ability to produce cards and that Panini employees took hard drives on their way out the door.
It all came, Panini alleges, as Fanatics was cutting long, exclusive deals with sports leagues and players to make trading cards once produced by Panini. Panini, which previously had the NFL and NBA rights, calls the sum and length of Fanatics' contracts anticompetitive, meant to drive other businesses from the market.
Fanatics calls it capitalism.
"This is like if the Yankees sued the Dodgers because they lost in the World Series," Fanatics CEO Michael Rubin said in an interview.
Now the companies are fighting it out in every court that will take them. Panini sued its former employees in Texas state court for taking its trade secrets, and it sued Fanatics in federal court, alleging its growing business is a monopoly and seeking billions in damages. Fanatics countersued Panini for attempting to block its employees from leaving.
The antitrust lawsuit has the potential to reshape the card business, now a nearly $50 billion industry. It's also a window into the sharp-elbowed rise of Fanatics, now a dominant force in sports apparel and trading cards.
Panini, at least for the moment, could be a minor speed bump or a major roadblock to that expanding empire.
"Just because someone's going to try to take us down, you've got an option," said Jason Howarth, Panini's head of marketing. "You can let them take you down, or you fight."
Based in Modena, Italy, Panini got its start selling sticker books for Serie A teams in the 1960s before parlaying that into a contract with FIFA for the 1970 World Cup. It added entertainment and more soccer leagues before pivoting to U.S. sports cards in the late 2000s, growing into one of the leading sports card companies. Panini America did more than $1 billion in revenue in 2024. Topps, now owned by Fanatics, did $1.6 billion last year, according to the company.
Panini got into the American card market after years of chaos, according to Panini America CEO Mark Warsop, including too many manufacturers and poor controls on the printing of exclusive cards. The 2008 recession hit the industry hard, Warsop said, and by 2009, the NBA had given up on trading cards as a meaningful revenue stream.
That's when Panini pitched the league. In its first season, Panini did $20 million in NBA business. Last year, it did more than $500 million, Warsop said. Panini signed exclusive new deals with the NBA, the NFL, WWE and UFC. Then, during the pandemic, hobbyists and speculators gained massive followings opening packs on YouTube. Individual card values soared.
Inside Panini's American headquarters one recent afternoon, in an office park outside of Dallas, stacks of cards sat waiting to be put into packs. Many were destined for kids' junk drawers. But others, like a recent Luka Doncic card that sold for $3 million, will find safer homes.

An NFL jersey is cut into small portions at Panini. (Ron Jenkins/For The Washington Post) 



Panini vice president of logistics Luis Navarro looks through jerseys at the company's American headquarters. (Ron Jenkins/For The Washington Post) 



NBA deals helped Panini grow its business, but it recently lost its NBA license to Fanatics. (Ron Jenkins/For The Washington Post) 


One of Panini's signature products is the Flawless line, which are 10 highly sought-after cards that come in a steel briefcase. They wholesale for around $5,000 and fetch multiples of that on the secondary market. Panini sells more than 1,000 of these each year, shipping them around the world, with increasingly more interest coming from China and the Middle East.
"The oil-rich countries are into the high-end side of things," said Warsop, noting Panini has added amethysts, precious metals, pieces of game-worn jerseys, player autographs and even shoelaces to some cards.
In a warehouse down the road, filing cabinets are filled with autographs on sheets of stickers, and an airplane hangar-sized holding facility has thousands of player jerseys, some of them game-worn. Teams of workers operate sewing machines that cut out small squares to fit into some of the most-prized cards.
But in late 2021, with no warning at all, Warsop said, he read media reports that Panini had lost its deals with the NBA and NFL players. Fanatics had signed a 10-year deal with the NBA and a 20-year deal with the NFL players. (Fanatics signed up the NFL the following year. The NBA deal begins this year, the NFL's next year.) They had even created a new company, Fanatics Collectibles, with the players associations and leagues -- including Major League Baseball, too -- as equity partners, that would make the cards. (Fanatics bought Topps soon after.)
"They said, 'We're going to give someone who's never made a trading card ever before, untested, no staff, nothing, a 20-year deal,'" Warsop said. "That seems like a good business decision? I mean, it's crazy, right?"

Children trade cards in the Card Kids Trade Zone at the 45th National Sports Collectors Convention in Illinois. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


On a recent afternoon near Chicago, Michael Rubin walked the floor of the National Sports Collectors Convention, the industry's largest annual trade show. Rubin, 53, has a slight build and graying hair. Dressed in a T-shirt and bomber jacket, he was a celebrity among the collectors.
"Thank you, Michael, for what you're doing!" said a former teacher who had quit her job to focus on the card industry.
A father stopped Rubin and told him his 14-year-old son, standing next to him, had made $200,000 over the past few years buying and selling cards. "Let's hire him," Rubin said to his deputies. "Don't let him get out of high school!"

Fanatics CEO Michael Rubin shakes hands with collector Alex Plumadore at the National Sports Collectors Convention in Rosemont, Illinois, in July. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


The leagues and players -- MLB, the NBA and the NFL -- signed up with Fanatics for the same reason, Rubin said: He offered a better deal. Fanatics guaranteed them royalty payments that corresponded to the high of the covid market, he said, and gave them equity. Fanatics also promised to get better value for their intellectual property, cutting them into deals for card breaking (where collectors open packs live on a streaming platform) and the secondary resale market.
For instance: MLB was getting a royalty check from Topps of around $5 million annually in the middle of the previous decade, according to people familiar with the figures, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the deals publicly. In 2021, that ballooned to $40 million, thanks to the pandemic boom. Fanatics guaranteed that payment and then delivered more than $100 million to MLB last year thanks to robust sales, the people said.

A child counts his earnings from five summer lemonade stands so he can purchase sports cards at the collectors convention. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)



A child holds a stack of sports cards that he got from the Panini booth during the convention. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


Next week, Rubin said, he has a three-hour meeting with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell. "He wants to be number one in cards like everything else, so we're going to talk to him," Rubin said. "Did Panini ever do that?"
The card industry is only the latest frontier for Fanatics. More than a decade ago, Rubin started running the e-commerce sites for the leagues, then secured exclusive licenses to make much of the licensed apparel associated with pro leagues, colleges, UFC and WWE. It now makes the on-field jerseys for the NHL and MLB, too. It launched a sportsbook in 2023 and is one of the few operations to gain market share over the past year.
Part of its business model has been turning everyone Rubin does business with into partners. Leagues, players associations, players and owners own about 10 percent of the company. During its latest round of investment in 2024, Fanatics was valued at $25 billion.
Along the way, Fanatics has left angry competitors and legal disputes in its wake. Rubin -- who has a pillow on a couch in his office that reads, "Don't be a little bitch," -- keeps pushing forward.
"We're their most trusted partner," Rubin said of the leagues. "They would have signed these [trading cards] deals for 100 years if they could have."

Panini was a major presence at the 45th National Sports Collectors Convention. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


Fanatics was going to make a deal with Panini, too.
Beginning in 2022, the sides held extensive talks about Fanatics buying out the remaining years of many of Panini's deals, including the NBA and NFL, both companies say.
Fanatics offered Panini more than $2 billion, Rubin said, and the deal was close enough that Fanatics built new offices near Panini's headquarters in preparation. But then it fell apart.
Panini declined to comment on the specific sale negotiations. Rubin said he came to believe that Panini couldn't meet its profit projections, which he said is what scuttled the deal and spurred Fanatics to move.
"We said, 'Holy s---, we got to ramp up to do this ourselves,'" Rubin said. "We've hired 1,800 people since then."
Executives met with teams of Panini employees at a trade show in Las Vegas and at Rubin's home in Los Angeles. Rubin even was set to hire Warsop, the Panini CEO, with a deal that included a $17.5 million signing bonus, according to a copy of the deal reviewed by The Washington Post. Warsop, Rubin said, ultimately stayed with Panini for an even bigger package. Warsop declined to comment on that negotiation.
Panini alleges that Fanatics, which had already bought a major printing company of Panini cards in anticipation of a deal, began to reduce their supply and made it harder for them to acquire the jerseys and autographs they wanted for their cards. Panini also says several departing employees took hard drives filled with data on how Panini prints its cards. (Fanatics denies the allegations and said all of the hard drives were returned.)

Fanatics tried to hire Panini CEO Mark Warsop away from the company, Rubin says. (Ron Jenkins/For The Washington Post) 


Rubin accuses Panini of hypocrisy. Warsop, he said, wanted to work for him. And Panini didn't have any antitrust objections during any deal talks, he added, suggesting that Fanatics is moving into the market just as Panini once did. After Panini made its first deal with the NBA, it bought Donruss, then a staple of the card industry. Many of its deals were exclusive, too, and Panini has its own market power, including deals with the WNBA and FIFA.
Panini also has touted its success producing cards without official league licenses, according to a prospective sale document prepared by an investment bank and reviewed by The Post. If Panini is claiming antitrust harm in court and touting the health of its business elsewhere, Fanatics' lawyers say it severely undermines Panini's case.
Panini's lawyers said the company must push on and insisted the length and exclusivity of Fanatics' contracts (10 and 20 years) with three major American sports leagues will cripple the card market. Consumers and the courts, Panini argues, should be wary of the parasitic way Fanatics is growing.
"This is what Rubin does," said Stuart Singer, a lawyer for Panini. "He jumps the line of these other companies. He buys the licenses and then acquires the companies that used to have them. They did it with Topps. They tried to do it with Panini."

Tom Brady, who appeared at the convention, told The Post, "I trust Michael so much," speaking of Fanatics CEO Rubin. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


Part of Rubin's mystique (or shtick, if you ask Panini) is the star power he can marshal in support of Fanatics. But it's also proof, he said, of what Fanatics has done for the card market.
"I trust Michael so much," Tom Brady, who has opened a line of card shops with Rubin's help, told The Post in an interview that Fanatics arranged. "When Michael says something is a great opportunity to be involved, I really listen."
Noah Garden, MLB's top business executive, crowed that Rubin had helped baseball go from third place in card sales behind the NFL and NBA to No. 1 last year. Fanatics has used its MLB connections to launch a new line of rookie cards that includes a special debut patch from a players' first game jersey. And Fanatics has thrown marketing muscle into the hobby, producing special baseball cards of Brady and John Elway and cutting a commercial with Larry David reprising his famous George Steinbrenner role from "Seinfeld."
A handful of card breakers and dealers echoed the sentiment that Fanatics has brought much-needed buzz to the hobby thanks to its marketing prowess and getting more athletes involved.
Panini's lawyers insist this isn't a legal strategy.
"Antitrust law isn't a popularity contest," Singer said. "The issue is the effect on competition."
He's convinced Panini is winning on the legal merits after the antitrust case survived Fanatics' attempts to dismiss it and a series of recent motions forced Fanatics to produce its contracts with the leagues. Discovery is also moving forward in Panini's Texas case. (In a separate legal tussle, an arbitration panel already ruled the NFL Players Association improperly canceled its contract with Panini, worth hundreds of millions of dollars, to start the deal with Fanatics.)
Around the card industry, some stakeholders do worry about Fanatics accumulating too much power. Four people, all of whom declined to speak on the record for fear of retaliation from Fanatics, said the company is pushing secondary sales and influencers to do their pack opening on platforms that Fanatics owns, asking for more data and making it harder to buy cards in bulk if you don't follow their rules to modernize hobby shops such as offering certain marketing nights. Others worried Fanatics could overproduce cards to meet the guarantees they've made.

Crowds watch and record as Brady attends an event at the Topps booth during the convention. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)



A child tears open card packs that he got from Panini. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)


Multiple class-action lawsuits have been filed by hobby shops around the country, accusing Fanatics of driving up prices. (Fanatics said it's being accused of driving up prices for cards in sports that it does not make yet.)
The case will hinge on whether Panini can prove Fanatics has controlled the market and driven out competitors.
"What's happening is entirely new," said Marc Edelman, a sports law professor at Baruch College. "I don't care as much about Panini's ability to make cards as the fact that Fanatics has sold shares of their company to the major American leagues and players associations and locked up exclusive licenses for a long time, thus making it nearly impossible for any other company to make [official] cards for a generation."
Fanatics countered that leagues have owned equity in plenty of other official partners. Rubin acknowledged that Fanatics encourages people to do business (buying, selling and opening packs) with Fanatics Live and that it does set stricter standards for entities that want to sell cards but that it's for quality control. Fanatics said the vast majority of card breaks and secondary market sales don't happen through Fanatics.
The two sides continue to duke it out in court, the litigation getting ever more expensive and contentious. Still, another Panini lawyer, David Boies, said he expects the case would be settled eventually, given the amount of money at stake (though he thinks he would win a jury trial).
Rubin said never.
"It is in our best interest to have a jury and a judge determine the outcome of this case," he said. "And when we win, that will teach other companies who try to shake us down."
Meanwhile, the cards they make continue to get more valuable. Already this year, a Panini Caitlin Clark rookie card was sold for more than $600,000. A Fanatics Paul Skenes debut patch card went for more than $1 million.

A Caitlin Clark sports card rests on the table at the Topps booth. The card, with a grade of 9.5, was predicted to sell for more than $1 million. (Audrey Richardson/For The Washington Post)
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WNBA
WNBA MVP candidate Alyssa Thomas has opponents seeing triple-double
Thomas, a star since her college days at Maryland, is recording triple-doubles at a historic rate in her first season with the Phoenix Mercury.

Alyssa Thomas has eight triple-doubles this season, her first with the Phoenix Mercury. (Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images)


By Gene Wang | 2025-09-11
During warmups several hours before a recent game against the Washington Mystics, members of the Phoenix Mercury stepped onto the court at CareFirst Arena wearing purple T-shirts emblazoned with a pointedly simple message across the front: "AT for MVP."
Another wave of supporters arrived soon after when the Maryland women's basketball team and Coach Brenda Frese, all outfitted in black T-shirts conveying that same slogan, filled several rows of seats behind the baseline in anticipation of witnessing the most statistically accomplished player in program history.
That would be the Mercury's Alyssa Thomas -- "AT" to teammates, friends and admirers -- who, more than a decade after leading Maryland to the Final Four, is in the closing stretch of a brilliant regular season that has her on the short list of candidates for the WNBA MVP award. The six-time all-star enters Thursday's finale against the Dallas Wings averaging 15.7 points, a league-leading 9.3 assists and 9.0 rebounds as the Mercury heads toward the No. 4 seed in the playoffs.
That the 6-foot-2 forward routinely posts triple-doubles, in a league in which that feat typically has been rare, is even more noteworthy given this season happens to be Thomas's first in the desert after she spent her first 11 years in the league with the Connecticut Sun.
During the Mercury's game this past Saturday on the road against the Sun, Thomas reclaimed the WNBA record for assists in a single season and has 352 and counting. Thomas, 33, had set the record with 316 in 2023 before Indiana Fever point guard Caitlin Clark surpassed it last year with 337.
"She just sees the game at another level," Mercury second-year coach Nate Tibbetts said of Thomas. "Obviously we see the things that she can do physically, but her mind is -- she's a coach. She probably doesn't want to coach when she's done, but she could because she sees things some others don't."
That uncanny court vision has expanded considerably since Thomas joined Phoenix (27-16) in early February via a trade that was transformative for a franchise that finished below .500 last season. Thomas's assists per game are nearly double that of her career average, contributing to her setting a WNBA single-season record with eight triple-doubles. She also held the previous record of six triple-doubles in 2023.
Thomas logged six triple-doubles last month alone; that's more than any other player in WNBA history has in her entire career. No other player has more than four career triple-doubles, and nobody else has had more than one in the same month.
Thomas has 19 regular season triple-doubles since being selected fourth in the 2014 draft. That staggering total includes one game this season with 12 points, 16 rebounds and 15 assists, a first-of-its-kind stat line in WNBA history.
She added her most recent triple-double Tuesday, when she recorded 10 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists in an 88-83 loss to the Los Angeles Sparks. That came after a couple of recent near misses, including last week against the Mystics, when she finished with 12 points, 11 rebounds and nine assists during a 75-69 victory in which several teammates missed open shots spurred by Thomas's creativity. One game earlier, she had 23 points, nine rebounds and nine assists in an 85-79 win over the Fever.
"Most times when I'm able to get a rebound, I have post players guarding me, so a lot of times they're behind the play," Thomas said. "I'm trying to see what mismatches have been created just off me getting the rebound, who's ahead, who might have a mismatch on them where I can kick it ahead and get them an easy layup. A lot of things go into it. Mostly I'm trying to figure out what's the easiest way to get somebody an easy basket."
Her passing wizardry, featuring a league-leading assist rate (50.4 percent) among players who have competed in at least 10 games this season, does not come at the expense of her fearless disposition in the paint or her long-standing devotion to defense. She is third in the WNBA in rebounding behind Angel Reese and A'ja Wilson, and she is tied for fourth in steals (1.6).
After the recent game against the Mystics, Thomas came out of the locker room to greet Terps players and her former coach, posing for pictures along with her parents, both of whom traveled from the family's hometown of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, just as they did last year when their daughter was inducted into the University of Maryland Athletics Hall of Fame. That ceremony represented a full-circle moment for Frese, who grins broadly during each retelling of the first time she watched Thomas play at a high school basketball showcase outside Baltimore.
"I just remember seeing this miniature version of LeBron James," Frese said. "That was my first take on her, and I knew she was going to be special."
The comparison was never more apropos than during Thomas's junior season in College Park, when she led the ACC in scoring (18.8), rebounds (10.3) and assists (5.3) and sparked the Terps to the NCAA tournament's Sweet 16. The following season, Thomas pushed Maryland to its first Final Four since it won the national championship in 2006.
Thomas concluded her college career as Maryland's all-time leader, among women or men, in points (2,356), rebounds (1,235) and scoring average (17.5). She was the first Women's Basketball Coaches Association three-time all-American and one of three players to win ACC player of the year honors three times. Her number 25 hangs in the rafters at Xfinity Center. Now she is making WNBA history.
"Really proud because she's always stayed connected, and the feeling is [mutual]," said Frese, who attended her first Olympics last year in Paris, where Thomas won a gold medal as part of Team USA. "But I think the coolest thing about Alyssa and her family is they've never changed. Who she walked in as, with that humility and grace and work ethic, sometimes you'll watch that change in a college career. She's never changed who she is. She's always stayed true to who she is, her inner core and her beliefs, and she always comes back."
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D.C. Sports Bog
Caps celebrate Alex Ovechkin and give their fans something to hold on to
The Capitals say printed tickets for full season ticket holders, which feature various images of Alex Ovechkin, will return for one season only.

A few of the designs for the Capitals' 2025-26 season tickets. (Capitals)


By Scott Allen | 2025-09-10
The Washington Capitals' most dedicated fans will have a new (old) way to remember the coming season. For one year only, Capitals full season ticket holders will receive paper tickets for the 2025-26 campaign.
Created in partnership with graphic designer Sammy Silverman, the tickets feature various images of Alex Ovechkin, who is entering the final year of a five-year contract. The 39-year-old Capitals captain, who surpassed Wayne Gretzky as the NHL's all-time leading goal scorer in April and has made no decision about whether this will be his final NHL season, is depicted among his teammates on some tickets and alongside his rivals on others.
For instance, the tickets for Washington's home games against the Pittsburgh Penguins, Toronto Maple Leafs and Edmonton Oilers feature Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby, Auston Matthews and Connor McDavid, respectively. Tickets for the Islanders' visits to D.C. feature images of Ovechkin's headfirst slide across the ice from his record-breaking celebration at New York's UBS Arena.

Alex Ovechkin broke Wayne Gretzky's career NHL goals record late last season. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images)


"We had a lot of debate because, at the core of who we are, it's really about innovation and technology," Jim Van Stone, Monumental Sports and Entertainment's president of business operations and chief commercial officer, said of the decision to bring back commemorative paper tickets for this season. "We were one of the first teams to do digital ticketing, and it's been so efficient for us, but we want our fans to be able to have a keepsake that reminds them of his incredible journey."
The Capitals introduced mobile ticketing in 2013, according to Chris Sheap, Monumental's senior vice president of ticket operations, and transitioned to mobile-only tickets in 2020. The paper tickets, which are only for regular season games, will be mailed to full season plan holders toward the end of this month. All tickets will be continue to be available online and on mobile devices, and any tickets that are transferred, resold or donated digitally will no longer work in paper form.
There was much for Capitals fans to celebrate last season, including the franchise's 50th anniversary, Ovechkin's chase, a division title and a trip to the second round of the playoffs. More milestones await. Ovechkin enters his 21st season three goals shy of 900 and nine games shy of becoming the eighth player to play 1,500 games with the same franchise.
"I think we all realized that every single night of this season could be new history in the making," Van Stone said. "What better way to have our fans and season ticket holders celebrate than going back to commemorative tickets as part of the overall experience?"

A few of the designs for the Capitals' 2025-26 season tickets. (Capitals)
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WNBA
With Sonia Citron and Kiki Iriafen, the Mystics 'really like where we are' 
The Mystics' 10-game skid to close the season left them with a 16-28 record and out of the playoff picture. But this year was never about wins and losses.

Sonia Citron had a record-setting season for the Mystics as a rookie. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


By Kareem Copeland | 2025-09-11
A day after the Washington Mystics closed the 2025 season on a 10-game losing streak to miss the playoffs for the second consecutive year, the players filed through CareFirst Arena with smiles on their faces. That isn't always the case.
The last media session of a season can be a sullen affair, especially when a team's summer ended less than 24 hours prior. But the vibe was upbeat Wednesday, and Coach Sydney Johnson said the foundation for the Mystics' future had been put in place -- that was the goal for 2025, after all.
"In terms of what we talked about, what we're standing on and really prioritizing our culture and our development," he said, "I'm not a betting man. I'm not a teacher handing out grades. But I really like where we are."
This was Year 1 of a multiseason rebuild that featured a new front office, a new coaching staff and a mostly new roster. There were no expectations in terms of wins and losses. Johnson and General Manager Jamila Wideman said the growth of the youngest roster in the WNBA was the team's No. 1 goal. That seemed to be accomplished.
The Mystics' 16-28 record was better than expected for a team that many picked to be in the bottom two of the 13-team league. Washington remained in the playoff race longer than expected and finished 10th. Along the way, the No. 3 and No. 4 picks of the 2025 draft -- Sonia Citron and Kiki Iriafen -- were named all-stars and broke team records. Citron set the single-season franchise scoring record, and Iriafen set the franchise marks for rebounds and double-doubles. They proved to be the sort of pillars for the future that the Mystics hoped they would.
Both said they have been contacted about playing in the Unrivaled three-on-three league during the offseason. Citron said she's most likely to play; Iriafen grinned and called it a possibility.
"I was really unsure about playing at this level or how I would do in the W," Iriafen said. "So to be able to come in my rookie year and have such an impact is something that I feel super grateful for, and I truly believe it's because of the people that I've been around every single day."
Added Citron: "Everybody around this team is what made the season so memorable, so special."
Development was the priority for the entire roster, but there was more at stake for those two. They showed a team could be built around them, so now the Mystics can look to the future.

Kiki Iriafen set the team record for rebounds in a season. (Mitchell Layton/Getty Images)


Their rookie class of Citron, Iriafen, Georgia Amoore -- who continues to rehab a torn ACL suffered in training camp -- and Lucy Olsen is under contract through 2027 with a team option for 2028. Jacy Sheldon, who joined the Mystics at the trade deadline in the deal that sent Aaliyah Edwards to the Connecticut Sun, is the only other player under contract for 2026. She plans to play in the Athletes Unlimited league in January; her WNBA season ended with a right ankle injury that has kept her off the court since Aug. 13.
Shakira Austin, the fourth-year standout who played a career-high 38 games, and Sug Sutton are restricted free agents, and Emily Engstler is a reserved free agent. Wideman has said the Mystics would like to bring Austin back, and they have the right to match any offer. Austin said there have a been a few conversations and she feels valued by the organization. The former Maryland standout also plans to play in Unrivaled but added that she wants to play some five-on-five in the offseason, too.
"I don't really know what the future looks like," she said. "I love D.C. This is my home. This is where I got drafted. This is the first team that believed in me. I'm excited. I know that their future is going to be amazing. I just have no idea what the next couple months will look like. If we make that decision faster or slower, I'm definitely going to be recruited as much as I can. I want to play with great people. I want to play with people that have also won and just helping to put us in the best situation possible."

Shakira Austin: "I just have no idea what the next couple months will look like." (Mitchell Layton/Getty Images)


There are high hopes that Amoore, the No. 6 draft pick, will be the Mystics' point guard of the future. The Australian plans to continue to rehab and work out locally. The Mystics have three first-round picks in the 2026 draft as well as two second-round selections. They sit in the No. 4 slot for the draft lottery but could move into a tie with Los Angeles if the Sparks lose their season finale Thursday.
Stefanie Dolson and Alysha Clark are unrestricted free agents, as is Jade Melbourne after the Mystics declined to pick up her team option. Neither Dolson (who posted a career-low 3.7 points and turns 34 in January) nor Clark (who is 38) had fully formed thoughts on their future, but they want to be on competitive teams. Each also added that doesn't necessarily mean being on a roster with championship aspirations.
"Going to Year 13, this is probably a transition period for me," Dolson said. "... This season wasn't what I was expecting, but I think it's what I needed in terms of learning how to transition into the next part of my career -- which could be more of being a vet, being a leader. Obviously, [that means] playing time going down, which is fine with me in terms of my age and my body if that's what a team needs from me."
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NFL
Travis Kelce takes blame for collision that injured teammate Xavier Worthy
The Chiefs' star tight end offered a mea culpa during his podcast after colliding with the wide receiver in last week's loss to the Chargers.

"It's hard to get your juices back going, knowing you just hurt a guy," Travis Kelce said of his early-game collision with Chiefs teammate Xavier Worthy. (Amanda Perobelli/Reuters)


By Des Bieler | 2025-09-11
Travis Kelce said he was fully to blame for the collision that injured Kansas City Chiefs teammate Xavier Worthy against the Los Angeles Chargers.
"I've just got to be better," Kelce said Wednesday on his "New Heights" podcast. "I'm 13 years in the league. There is no excuse for me running into my own guys like that."
The incident occurred just three plays into Friday's game and sidelined Worthy for the rest of the contest with a shoulder injury. A key offensive piece for Kansas City, particularly as fellow wide receiver Rashee Rice starts the season serving a six-game suspension, Worthy was running a shallow crossing route meant to take him closely past an oncoming Kelce. Instead, the two barreled into each other, with the 165-pound Worthy getting very much the worst of the collision with the 250-pound tight end.
"I'm supposed to be running my route at depth for Worthy, so it's frustrating for me," said Kelce, a 10-time Pro Bowl selection. "I was trying to kind of set up my guy to be able to get into position, and it all just happened pretty quick."
The Chiefs fell into an early 10-0 hole and ultimately lost to the Chargers, 27-21, in Sao Paulo. Kelce said that while he enjoyed "such a unique and cool atmosphere" in Brazil, he would also take "the most accountability" as a leader of a team that failed to accomplish its goal of "getting off on the right foot."
"I wasn't ready that first drive," said the 35-year-old tight end, who helped the Chiefs reach the Super Bowl last season and win NFL championships in three of the preceding five years. "I ran into one of my guys and offed him out of the game. I literally took one of my players out. That's one of the most frustrating parts, and it's hard to get your juices back going, knowing you just hurt a guy. It's a frustrating way to start off the season, a frustrating way to start off the game."
Chiefs Coach Andy Reid offered optimism Wednesday about Worthy's condition. At a news conference, Reid indicated that surgery was not being considered and that the team had no plans to place Worthy on injured reserve, which would ensure at least a four-game absence.
Worthy is "doing better and making progress," Reid told reporters.
"I'm not sure where he's at health-wise," Kelce said. "But I'm hoping that we get him back as fast as possible, because he means so much to this team."
A 2024 first-round pick out of Texas, Worthy brings a slender build but exceptional speed. At last year's NFL combine, he set a record for the event with a time of 4.21 seconds in the 40-yard dash. After his rookie season began in relatively subdued fashion, Worthy made major contributions down the stretch and stepped up his performance in the playoffs, including an eight-catch, 157-yard, two-touchdown game in the Super Bowl loss to the Philadelphia Eagles.
Facing a rematch with the visiting Eagles on Sunday, the Chiefs should have a healthy, motivated Kelce, who had a 37-yard touchdown catch against the Chargers.
"I owe my guy big-time, man," Kelce said. "X knows it. I felt like [expletive]. I could barely even [expletive] play the rest of that first half, but we geared it up once I found out that he was in better spirits than I imagined at halftime."
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NBA
The Clippers-Kawhi Leonard scandal, explained
A major potential scandal is brewing in the NBA. Here's what you need to know.

The NBA is investigating whether the Los Angeles Clippers circumvented the salary cap by offering a no-show endorsement contract to star forward Kawhi Leonard, seen in May (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


By Ava Wallace | 2025-09-11
(Note: A version of this article appears in the Sports Moment newsletter. Click here to sign up.)
In the days since journalist Pablo Torre reported on his podcast that the Los Angeles Clippers allegedly circumvented the NBA salary cap by arranging to pay star forward Kawhi Leonard $28 million for what Torre reported was a fraudulent endorsement deal, a lot has happened.
The league announced it was opening an investigation, more reports into L.A.'s actions and Leonard's past contract demands have emerged, and fans have begun to speculate on the potential punishment the Clippers could face.
What are the details of the story, and what could come next? Here's what you need to know:
On Sept. 3, Torre reported that Leonard received a four-year, $28 million endorsement contract from a California-based "green bank" called Aspiration that has ties to the Clippers and is now bankrupt.
The only problem? Leonard never did any work for the company, which was partly funded by a $50 million investment from Clippers owner Steve Ballmer, according to Torre. The deal was intended to help the Clippers circumvent the NBA salary cap, according to seven former Aspiration employees cited in Torre's reporting.
The salary cap exists to ensure a somewhat even playing field. You know, so someone like Ballmer, the former Microsoft CEO who Forbes lists as the world's 10th richest person, can't just back up dump trucks full of gold doubloons and sign all the league's superstars.
That's why these accusations, which the league hired an outside law firm to investigate, are such a big deal. Tampering happens; minor work-arounds of rules happen all the time at the team level.
Reports of attempts of this scale to allegedly circumvent the cap are not normal. It is an existentially threatening case for the NBA -- if owners don't uphold the basic tenets of competitive parity, what's the point?
After Torre's initial story, Boston Sports Journal reported Leonard had made a separate deal with Aspiration to receive an additional $20 million in company stock.
Then on Thursday, Torre reported new information that seemed to strengthen the connection between Ballmer, the Clippers and Aspiration. In December 2022, Clippers minority owner Dennis J. Wong invested nearly $2 million in Aspiration, which was in such dire financial straits that it was laying off employees and had frozen outgoing payments, according to Torre's reporting. Aspiration then paid Leonard the $1.75 million he was owed as part of his endorsement contract, Torre reported.
Hefty! According to the league's collective bargaining agreement, a team that is found to have circumvented the cap could be fined up to $7.5 million, have to forfeit future draft picks and void player contracts. That means the Clippers could be forced to void Leonard's deal, which would make him eligible to sign with another team.
The most notable case of salary cap circumvention in the NBA came in 2000 when the league docked the Minnesota Timberwolves five first-round draft picks and fined them what was then a league-record $3.5 million.
The 34-year-old Leonard -- through his uncle and primary business partner, Dennis Robertson -- has reportedly sought improper benefits from teams before, lavish sweeteners such as a house and a private plane that go beyond the usual perks an NBA team might offer a desirable free agent. The league previously investigated such claims involving the Clippers' signing of Leonard when he was an unrestricted free agent in 2019 and cleared the team.
This week, the Toronto Star reported Robertson had asked the Raptors for equity in the NHL's Maple Leafs as part of a potential deal during that same summer.
The Clippers' owner sat for an interview with ESPN last week, before Torre's latest report about Wong's investment, and said he did not know anything about Leonard's deal with Aspiration. He added that he felt "embarrassed" about his investment in the company.
"Look, they conned me. They conned me. I made an investment in these guys, thinking it was on the up and up, and they conned me," Ballmer said. "At this stage, I have no ability to predict why they might have done anything they did, let alone the specific contract with Kawhi."
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver spoke at a news conference after a previously scheduled board of governor's meeting in New York on Wednesday, which Ballmer attended. Silver said the league would need to uncover strong evidence tying the Clippers and Ballmer to the Aspiration endorsement deals before levying punishment -- the appearance of impropriety, as detrimental as that is to the league's credibility, is not enough to act.
"In a public-facing sport, the public at times reaches conclusions that later turn out to be completely false. I would want anybody else in the situation Mr. Ballmer is in now -- or Kawhi Leonard, for that matter -- to be treated the same way I would want to be treated if people were making allegations against me. We're not a court of law at the end of the day, either. We have broad authority to look at all information and to weigh it accordingly."
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Sports
Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-09-11
NFL
8:15 p.m. Washington at Green Bay >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), Prime Video, WBIG (100.3 FM)
MLB
1 p.m. Pittsburgh at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
3 p.m. Houston at Toronto >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Washington at Miami >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
7:15 p.m. New York Mets at Philadelphia >>> WBFF (Ch. 45)
9:30 p.m. Los Angeles Angels at Seattle >>> MLB Network
WNBA
8 p.m. Golden State at Minnesota >>> NBA TV
10 p.m. Las Vegas at Los Angeles >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m. Fort Valley State at Clark Atlanta >>> ESPN2
7:30 p.m. North Carolina State at Wake Forest >>> ESPN
AUTO RACING
3 p.m. NASCAR Truck Series: UNOH 200, practice and qualifying >>> Fox Sport
5:30 p.m. ARCA Series: Bush's Beans 200 >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. NASCAR Truck Series: UNOH 200 >>> Fox Sports 1
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: BMW PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. LPGA Tour: Queen City Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Simmons Bank Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. PGA Tour: Procore Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
2 p.m. WTA: Guadalajara Open and SP Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
1 a.m. (Friday) Davis Cup qualifying, second round: Japan vs. Germany >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. Maryland at Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
6 p.m. Stanford at Clemson >>> ACC Network
6 p.m. Arkansas at Florida >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. South Carolina at Alabama >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. Minnesota at Nebraska >>> Big Ten Network
10 p.m. Washington at USC >>> Big Ten Network
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Tech
Another wave of return-to-office crackdowns is coming         
More companies are cracking down on flexibility and requiring more in-office work, with some threatening consequences for noncompliance.

Microsoft will be requiring employees to work in the office three times a week. (Craig T Fruchtman/Getty Images)


By Danielle Abril | 2025-09-11
Another wave of return-to-office crackdowns by some of the nation's largest employers is coming.
The latest to join the bandwagon are Microsoft, Paramount, and Comcast's NBCUniversal, which within the last several days told employees to return to the office more frequently or employees could face consequences.
Microsoft on Tuesday told its employees that they will be required to do three days in the office, with the first wave starting in February. It came a day after NBCUniversal, which is owned by Comcast, sent a memo to its employees telling them to return to the office four days a week starting in January. Last week, Paramount told employees to return five days a week, with the first group starting in January. Both Paramount and NBCUniversal said they would offer severance packages to eligible employees that are unwilling or unable to make the switch.
"It has become increasingly clear that we are better when we are together," Adam Miller, NBCUniversal chief operating officer said in a memo to staff, seen by The Washington Post. "As we have all experienced, in-person work and collaboration spark innovation, promote creativity, and build stronger connections."
A weak jobs report last week showed an uptick in unemployment. Many job seekers, even some with years of experience and advanced degrees, are finding it tough to land a job. Meanwhile, employers across industries are cutting jobs amid economic uncertainty and in some cases are working to rapidly adopt artificial intelligence.
"It's not just that employers have more power, but they're looking to cut costs," said Brian Elliott, publisher of the Flex Index, which tracks flexible policies, and CEO at consulting firm Work Forward. "The pendulum has swung a full 180 degrees" to giving executives the power over employees.
Companies have been cracking down on flexible work for the last several years, with Goldman Sachs being one of the first to implement a five-day office policy. Since then, others have joined in including Amazon, AT&T, JPMorgan Chase and even the federal government. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) In some cases, the policies have caused backlash from employees, some of which have protested, filed lawsuits and even quit.
Microsoft's policy will roll out in three phases, according to a memo from Amy Coleman, executive vice president and chief people officer. It will first affect employees located in the Puget Sound area of Washington, where the company's headquarters is, followed by other U.S. locations and then those outside the United States. Some teams might implement different plans depending on their leadership, the memo said.
Previously, the software giant, which has been investing heavily in artificial intelligence, told employees that the standard for most roles would be to work from home for less than 50% of their time, with managers and teams deciding the details.
"We've looked at how our teams work best, and the data is clear: when people work together in person more often, they thrive," Coleman's memo read. "As we build the AI products that will define this era, we need the kind of energy and momentum that comes from smart people working side by side, solving challenging problems together."
Microsoft's missive came after the internal announcement from NBCUniversal, which is giving employees the option to work remotely on Fridays. NBCUniversal also advised employees to use the next four months to make "any necessary plans" to comply with the policy, and those who are unprepared to do so should "discuss your options with your HR manager," as some employees may be eligible for severance.
Paramount said its first wave of workers required to return will be those in Los Angeles and New York. Next year, the company plans to announce plans for offices outside those cities, including those that are international.
"In-person collaboration is absolutely vital to building and strengthening our culture and driving the success of our business," a memo from Paramount CEO David Ellison, seen by The Post, reads. "Being together helps us innovate, solve problems, share ideas, create, challenge one another, and build the relationships that will make this company great."
Overall, the number of people working full-time in office hasn't changed much over the past couple of years. About 61.7 percent of salaried employees worked from an office full time in August, according to data from university researchers Jose Maria Barrero, Nicholas Bloom, and Steven J. Davis, who are studying the matter. That is down just 1 percent from August of last year, their research shows. That said, during the same time period, the amount of people working remotely dropped two percentage points and those working hybrid increased three percentage points.
While most of the big office pushes are coming from some of the largest employers in the nation, the majority of companies in the United States aren't requiring full-time office work, said Elliott of Flex Index. And about half of U.S. workers are employed by smaller companies, he added. Some companies are capitalizing on the mandates, using flexible policies as a way to poach talent from their competitors, he said.
"Fear works for an amount of time, but then engagement drops," he said. "What happens is large companies that shed talent are going to lose people to companies" that are more flexible.
Some employers are using office mandates to purposely shed workers. An August report from the Federal Reserve Bank shows that "multiple districts reported reducing headcounts through attrition -- encouraged, at times, by return-to-office policies and facilitated, at times, by greater automation, including new AI tools."
Still, with less job openings in the market, some employees may have to comply with office mandates.
"I think you'll continue to see the steady drip, drip, drip of large companies pushing this mandate," Elliott said. "It'll slow down, and when and if the economy recovers the question is what are people's willingness to go back."
Jeremy Barr contributed to this report.
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Space
NASA discovers 'clearest sign of life that we've ever found on Mars'
Detailed analysis of images of speckled rocks found by NASA's Perseverance rover has found a "potential biosignature."

NASA's Perseverance rover has been exploring an area of Mars known as the Jezero Crater, which scientists believe was once a lake bed. (NASA)


By Kasha Patel | 2025-09-10
Rolling across the rugged, rusty red terrain on Mars, NASA's Perseverance rover came upon some rocks with peculiar green, blue, black and white dots. After detailed image analysis, scientists have come to a potentially encouraging conclusion: If those speckled rocks were formed like they are on Earth, they might be evidence of past life on the dusty planet.
The rocks "very well could be the clearest sign of life that we've ever found on Mars, which is incredibly exciting," acting NASA administrator Sean P. Duffy said in a news conference Wednesday. The findings were published in the journal Nature on Wednesday.
The rocks, or mudstones, are composed of finely packed sediment and covered in specks resembling poppy seeds and leopard spots. The colorful features, the study found, are minerals that -- on Earth -- have traditionally been created from microbial activity.
The research team would need to investigate pieces of the rocks in person to confirm if a Martian microbe was behind the unusual patterns. That's far easier said than done. But Joel Hurowitz, lead author of the study, called the rocks "probably the most astrobiologically exciting" samples identified by the Perseverance rover since it landed on Mars in 2021.

NASA announced on Sept. 10 that the Perseverance rover had discovered speckled rocks that could be evidence of past life on Mars.


"The sample contains what we believe to be a potential biosignature," a feature that could have a biological origin, he said. "I don't think we can say that about any of the other samples that we collected" on the rover's journey.
The rover has been exploring an area known as the Jezero Crater, which scientists say was once a lake bed with aspects that made it conducive to life. The rocks were found inside Neretva Vallis, an ancient river valley that shuttled water to the crater billions of years ago.
"The thing I find most exciting about this sample is that it contains features large enough to be seen with the naked eye that could be examined to test for past life," said Michael Tice, a study co-author and member of the Mars 2020 Perseverance science team searching for signs of life. "That's surprisingly rare when you are studying evidence for ancient microscopic life."
One idea of how the rocks may have accumulated there, Hurowitz said, is that the river valley may have been temporarily dammed up, perhaps by a landslide. He said the ancient scene may have looked similar to the Mississippi River today, with mud settling to the bottom of turbid brown water.

Markings akin to leopard spots can be seen in an image of rocks captured by the NASA's Perseverance Mars rover on July 18. (NASA)


As sediment accumulated, he recounted, the muddy rocks seemed to have brought in iron, phosphorus and sulfur as well as organic matter. The organic matter is exciting in itself, Hurowitz said, because the carbon-based molecules are the building blocks of life. It could have come from a life form long ago, or it could have served as food for other living organisms. Or it could be tied to a nonliving source, such as a meteorite.
"We don't know where that matter came from, but we detect it in the mud," Hurowitz said. "This is really the first compelling signal of organic matter that we've had since we landed in Jezero Crater."
But the colorful speckles on the rocks pose an even more alluring mystery. These features are two well-known minerals made of iron, phosphorus and sulfur. One called vivianite -- also sometimes referred to as corpse crystals -- forms during the decay of organic material and is blue-green. The other, called greigite, shows up as a dull brown. But when these two minerals are found together in sediments on Earth, Hurowitz said, it's usually a result of microbial metabolisms.
"Microbes will eat the organic matter and react it with the mud, and the by-product of that reaction is these minerals," Hurowitz said. "That's kind of why we're as excited as we are about this."
The authors acknowledge that these minerals could have formed without microbes -- with the involvement of heat, for instance. But the new study determined the Martian rocks don't appear to have been heated.
"The available evidence collected by the rover seems to point more strongly towards the possibility of microbial activity," Hurowitz said.
The involvement of microbes is plausible, said Nicolas Dauphas, a planetary scientist who was not involved in the research. But to be more certain would require direct measurements or detailed mineralogical and chemical analyses -- and that would mean bringing the samples back to Earth.
"These rocks are prime targets in the search for ancient life on Mars," said Dauphas, a professor at the University of Hong Kong, in an email. "Only [a] Mars sample return can answer the billion-dollar question: 'Was there ever life on Mars?'"
But that journey between the planets is uncertain. Last year, NASA put its Mars Sample Return mission on a bare-bones budget. In January, the agency said it will entertain two potential approaches to grab the samples. One is a previously used "sky crane" technique demonstrated by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and the other would be a less clear option from the commercial sector. NASA is expected to confirm which strategy to pursue in the second half of next year.
But President Donald Trump's fiscal 2026 budget request, if approved by Congress, ends the Mars Sample Return mission -- deeming it financially unsustainable. In Wednesday's news conference, Duffy said the administration is still committed to human exploration and, therefore, scientific research like this. He said the goal is to find better and faster ways to bring back the samples.
"What we're going to do is look at our budgets, we're going to look at our timing and how do we spend money better and what technology do we have to get samples back more quickly," Duffy said. "So that's a current analysis that's happening right now."
There are ways to remotely learn more about how these speckled rocks were made, Hurowitz said. Scientists could try to mimic the Martian conditions in labs on Earth and re-create the processes that formed the minerals, which could help them understand if microbes were required.
But the most fruitful -- and perhaps the only really definitive -- investigation would happen by analyzing the rock directly, the authors agreed. And if the minerals were created by microbes, the search for life on Mars could become a lot more interesting.
"If microorganisms once existed on Mars, there is a possibility that their descendants could still be there," Tice said, "just living in different environments."
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Tech Policy
Larry Ellison surpasses Elon Musk as world's richest person
A huge surge in the value of Oracle hoists the enterprise software company's co-founder into the top spot above Tesla's chief executive.

Tech entrepreneur Larry Ellison in the Oval Office in February. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-09-10
Oracle co-founder Larry Ellison has unseated Elon Musk as the world's richest person, taking the title after the company's stock soared Wednesday as it closed 35 percent higher than a day earlier.
The wealth of Ellison, a close friend of Musk's and a former Tesla board member, surged by more than $100 billion on the stock gains and led him to unseat the Tesla CEO in the rankings, according to Bloomberg, which tracks the wealth of the world's 500 richest people.
The enterprise software giant, where the 81-year-old Ellison is chairman and chief technology officer, announced skyrocketing growth in its cloud computing business this week as it delivered an earnings report for the quarter that ended Aug. 31. Citing the vast expansion and embrace of artificial intelligence tools, the company revised its revenue forecasts upward.
"AI Changes Everything," Ellison said in a statement, after noting that "MultiCloud database revenue from Amazon, Google and Microsoft grew at the incredible rate of 1,529% in [fiscal] Q1," referring to a key component of the company's cloud infrastructure offerings.
Musk's vast wealth has ebbed and flowed over the past year as his involvement in the Trump administration -- and blowback to the U.S. DOGE Service cost-cutting group he oversaw -- ignited a fierce backlash to the electric-vehicle company he leads. That did not, however, stop Tesla's board this month from proposing a $1 trillion compensation package for Musk to lead the company over the next decade.
Musk has dominated the wealth tables since early 2021, though he has at times been surpassed by such figures as Bernard Arnault, CEO and chairman of French luxury retail giant LVMH, and Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, who also owns The Washington Post.
Upon becoming the world's richest person in 2021, Musk said, "How strange," before adding on the site then known as Twitter, "Well, back to work ..."
Ellison has been a major supporter of President Donald Trump, hosting him for a fundraiser in 2020 and participating in a strategy call for contesting that year's election, The Post has reported.
As part of the company's earnings announcements, Ellison touted an upcoming service called Oracle AI Database "that enables our customers to use the Large Language Model of their choice -- including Google's Gemini, OpenAI's ChatGPT, xAI's Grok, etc. -- directly on top of the Oracle Database to easily access and analyze all their existing database data."
The Wall Street Journal reported Wednesday that Oracle and OpenAI had signed a $300 billion cloud computing deal, one of the largest such contracts in history.
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What's New
The new iPhone fails to deliver on its most important new feature 
AI is now what makes a phone feel smart. In side-by-side tests, Google's latest Pixel handled everyday tasks the iPhone still can't.

(John G Mabanglo/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-09-10

The new Apple iPhone Air is on display at the Apple product launch event in Cupertino, California, Tuesday. (John G Mabanglo/EPA/Shutterstock)


Last fall, Apple ran an ad touting the iPhone's personalized artificial intelligence. Actor Bella Ramsey asked Siri, "What is the name of the guy I had a meeting with a couple of months ago at Cafe Grenel?" The problem was the Apple Intelligence software in the iPhone couldn't actually do that. Apple, under pressure, pulled the ad.
A year later, there's a new phone that can answer that exact question: The Google Pixel 10. The iPhone 17, unveiled on Tuesday, still cannot.
Apple is touting the new iPhone's speed, durability and camera, like it has for nearly two decades. It now comes in orange. But the defining technology of this era is AI -- and the new iPhone 17 already feels about two years old.
For a few weeks I've been testing two phones: an iPhone running the iOS 26 software that comes with the iPhone 17, and the Google Pixel 10 that debuted in August. Side by side, it's clear the Pixel's AI can do things I wish the new iPhone could.
I don't expect this will change many people's immediate buying decisions. For one, the companies make switching hard. Still, the takeaway from my test is that AI is starting to make a real impact on what makes a phone smart and useful -- and the advantage is Google's.
Of course any smartphone can run AI apps like ChatGPT or Google's Gemini. Both the iPhone and the Pixel have chips designed for AI, and boast AI functions like live translation and drafting emails. Yet many AI features have turned out to be parlor tricks or half-baked. Apple Intelligence can, uniquely, summarize notifications and messages -- but I don't find them very useful or even correct.
Three years after ChatGPT made it possible to have a natural conversation with a computer, it makes sense that we should be able to interact more naturally with our phones, too.
Here are three ways AI is changing how phones work -- and where both Google and Apple are with delivering it.
Your phone is already the repository of your important personal information, tucked away in separate email, chat, photo and other apps. What if AI could dig into them and remember the important stuff?
Google has made inroads into personalizing its AI assistant Gemini. I pressed the button on the Pixel to summon Gemini and asked, "When was my last haircut?" It looked into my calendar and told me the answer.
On the iPhone, Siri got confused and told me about an appointment coming up.
To make this work on the Pixel, I granted Google's Gemini access to my Gmail, Google calendar and other services. On most Android phones, Gemini can also tap into your local device's Messages, WhatsApp, Phone and Photos apps. (Whether you want Google's AI to know that much about you and what it means for your privacy are topics for a different column.)

Google's Pixel 10 Pro Fold phone is presented during the "Made by Google" event in Brooklyn, Aug. 20. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


Gemini's personalization worked even when I chained together a command such as, "Get directions home and share the ETA with Steven."
It's far from perfect. Gemini's ability to respond was at times fragile and Google doesn't do a great job of making clear what its AI can and cannot do. A few times when I asked about my last haircut, it didn't think to check the calendar unless I specifically told it to. It wouldn't add an address in a message to a contact card, because it doesn't yet have that ability.
And if you use Microsoft's Outlook or Slack for important information, it can't tap into them, though Google says it's working on more integrations.
Apple's AI personalization efforts have been beset by delays. When it first introduced Apple Intelligence in the summer of 2024, the company offered a pretty exciting vision: the iPhone's AI would keep track of what's going on in your life, so Siri could be smarter. And it described a privacy-preserving way it would store and process all these details.
But Apple failed to deliver these core elements of Apple Intelligence, saying they didn't live up to its quality standards. In June, Apple said it expects to ship its personalized Siri sometime in 2026. In theory, all models since the iPhone 15 Pro have the hardware and processing power to run it. Until Apple delivers, it's what techies call "vaporware."
On the Pixel, a friend texted me, "What time is dinner tonight?" Right in the chat, up popped a little bubble with the details. With one tap, it sent them to my friend.
On an iPhone, holding down on the words "dinner tonight" on a similar text pops up a view of my calendar, but not an answer for my friend.
The step forward here is the new Pixel AI feature called Magic Cue. It provides proactive help by watching what you're doing on your phone: whom you're calling, what you're texting. Then it tries to deliver relevant information including dates, names, locations, weather, airline booking numbers, etc. -- culled from your Gmail, Calendar, Contacts, Messages and recent open screens. Its suggestions appear within the current app as a floating window.

Magic Cue connects the dots across your apps to proactively suggest relevant information.


Behind the scenes, Magic Cue runs entirely on the phone using its AI processor, tracking and providing information without sending anything to Google.
Magic Cue worked for me when someone asked my frequent flier number, and in the weather app when I was about to take a trip out of town. I just wanted to see it even more; the range of situations where it kicks in and the range of data it draws on are pretty limited. Google tells me it's starting by trying to address some specific pain points, but hopes to learn about more.
The closest parallel on the iPhone is a function called Siri Suggestions. Apple's AI tries to learn from how you use your phone, and then makes suggestions on what you might want to do next, such as suggesting people to add to an email. That's fine, but AI that both has access to my personal information and the context of what I'm doing on the phone has the potential to be much more helpful.
Everybody knows how asking a question to a bumbling AI voice assistant can be a comedy of errors.
So I was impressed by one of the ways Google reimagined interacting with its Gemini assistant as an actual conversation. Press a button labeled "Live" on the Pixel's home screen, and you can talk naturally back and forth with the bot -- even interrupt it.
But then Gemini Live goes further: Press a button with a video icon, and you're not only talking, but the AI can also see through your phone's camera and chat with you while you walk around.

Gemini Live is a real-time voice assistant.


I gave it to my 3-year-old and he ran around pointing at plants and asking questions about them. I got so used to it that Gemini Live became my go-to way to just look up information and get help.
If you grant permission, Gemini Live can also see what's on your phone's screen while you're chatting with it, so you can get help or more information.
But again, Gemini Live doesn't always do what you want. It is technically a different system than one-off voice chats with Gemini -- and it can't access the same set of personal information or apps, such as your Gmail.

Siri's new Visual Intelligence will recognize when a user is looking at an event and suggest adding it to the Calendar app.


Over on the iPhone, Apple has made some inroads into getting Siri to better understand conversational language. And it has a partnership with OpenAI that will throw many more complicated queries to ChatGPT to answer. But so far, Siri has no equivalent to the live voice back-and-forth chat.
A new Siri feature called Visual Intelligence can also help you look up information or get feedback about things you take a picture of or things you can screenshot on your iPhone. But it's only still images, not an ongoing video chat.
The closest thing to a Gemini Live experience on the iPhone is installing and using the Gemini app. I liked using it so much, I assigned my iPhone's action button to launch Gemini as a shortcut. That's one way to hack your iPhone into being smarter.
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National
Live updates: FBI releases images of person of interest in Charlie Kirk shooting
The 31-year-old conservative activist was fatally shot Wednesday during an appearance at Utah Valley University. 

(Alex Goodlett/AP)


By Mark Berman, Gaya Gupta, Natalie Allison, Praveena Somasundaram, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Brianna Tucker, Peter Stevenson, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Raegan Edelman, Michael Birnbaum, Emily Davies, Jonathan Baran, Samuel Oakford, Andrew Tran, Evan Hill, Anumita Kaur, Aaron Schaffer, Perry Stein, Joanna Slater, Susan Svrluga, Washington Post staff, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Naftali Bendavid, Ben Brasch, Hannah Knowles | 2025-09-11
The FBI released images Thursday of a person of interest in the fatal shooting of conservative commentator Charlie Kirk. They are asking for the public's help in identifying the man, who is seen in the images wearing sunglasses, a ball cap and a long-sleeve shirt depicting an American flag and bald eagle.
Earlier in the day, authorities said they have video footage of the suspected shooter, whom they described as a "college-age man" and who they said jumped off a building after the attack and fled into a neighborhood. Authorities also said a "high-powered, bolt-action rifle" was recovered in a wooded area.
Authorities did not comment on a potential motive for the killing, which President Donald Trump called a "dark moment for America" and which follows a spate of political violence that has shaken the nation and deepened partisan divides.
Kirk had been an ardent supporter of the president and a prominent conservative voice, amassing a broad following through his work with Turning Point USA, a youth organization. Vice President JD Vance dropped his plan to attend the 9/11 memorial in New York and planned to fly to Utah on Thursday, to be with Kirk's family and closest friends and to fly Kirk's remains to Kirk's home of Arizona aboard Air Force Two.
Kirk's visit to Utah Valley University, about 40 miles south of Salt Lake City, was to be the first of several college stops this fall with Turning Point USA. In video footage captured of the shooting, Kirk could be seen suddenly jerking backward as blood poured from his neck. The 31-year-old was rushed to a hospital, and Trump later announced his death.
In the hours after the killing, officials said they had taken two people into custody and later released them, concluding the people had "no current ties to the shooting."
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National
Alleged Trump golf course gunman invokes Putin, Wright brothers at trial
Opening arguments began in the trial of Ryan Wesley Routh, charged with attempting to assassinate then-candidate Donald Trump at his West Palm Beach golf course.

A police officer guards the entrance of the Alto Lee Adams Sr. U.S. Courthouse, where Ryan Wesley Routh's trial is beginning in Fort Pierce, Florida. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Lori Rozsa | 2025-09-11
FORT PIERCE, Fla. -- Ryan Wesley Routh, the man charged with attempting to assassinate then-presidential candidate Donald Trump at his West Palm Beach golf course a year ago, delivered a short and rambling opening statement on Thursday, frustrating the judge.
The defendant, who is representing himself in a case where a conviction could send him to prison for life, talked about Russian President Vladimir Putin. He referenced Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. He went on a tangent about the origin of mankind.
U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon interrupted his opening statement, dismissing the jury for a period of time.
"We have limited patience, and you do not have unlimited license to make a mockery of this court," Cannon told the defendant after she sent the jury out of the room.
She gave him another try, and the defendant launched into a speech that covered what it's like to feel a log hewed by human hands, to stand in a water well built 200 years ago, the Wright brothers, and tractors. "That is America," he said, choking up. "This case means absolutely nothing. A life has been lived."
Cannon is a Trump appointee who oversaw and then dismissed Trump's criminal prosecution for allegedly mishandling classified documents during his first term in the White House.
Routh, 59, faces five charges, including the attempted assassination of a major presidential candidate, assaulting a federal officer, being a felon in possession of a firearm and ammunition, and possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number.
He was arrested on Sept. 15, 2024, when federal agents say he fled after setting up a "sniper's nest" in the shrubbery outside of Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach. Trump was playing a round of golf at the time. A Secret Service agent who said they saw the face of a man, and the barrel of a rifle sticking out through a chain-link fence, fired shots in that direction, and witnesses told police they saw Routh run from the scene.
The prosecution, who went first Thursday, had a lengthier opening statement, clocking in at about 40 minutes.
John Shipley, a prosecutor for the federal government, said Routh planned for weeks to travel to Florida from his home in Hawaii to stake out Trump's movements. He said Routh used at least three aliases and 10 cellphones, most of them burner phones, to plan during late summer and early fall of last year.
"The defendant decided to take the choice away from American voters," Shipley said. "He planned to deliberately and intentionally assassinate, to kill, Donald Trump, a major political candidate."
Shipley said evidence would show that the defendant "obviously was tracking the movements of Donald Trump."
"He studied changes in Secret Service protection after an earlier assassination attempt in July," Shipley said. "He even tried to find a stinger missile or an RPG."
Violence and threats of violence against political figures are an increasing concern in the United States. Routh was arrested two months after a gunman shot and injured Trump at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. The shooting left one bystander dead and two others seriously injured.

This courtroom sketch shows Ryan Wesley Routh, left, making his statement to the jury earlier this week as prospective jurors hold up paddles indicating that they want to be heard to be excused during the trial. (Lothar Speer/AP)


This summer, a gunman targeted several Minnesota state lawmakers, fatally shooting one of them and her husband. On Wednesday, Charlie Kirk, the co-founder of a young conservatives organization, was fatally shot at an event at Utah Valley University. The identification of the gunman is still unknown.
There was another security incident at Trump's Northern Virginia golf club last month. The U.S. Secret Service acknowledged Thursday that it failed to detect a handgun that a member of the club carried during a visit to the property. The Secret Service said in an emailed statement that the member, who was not identified, told agency personnel that they had inadvertently brought a firearm.
Video surveillance indicated that the member was not near the president at any point, according to the service. The agency added that the employee involved in the member's security screening was removed from operational duties and has been placed on administrative leave.
After the opening statements, Cannon moved straight to witnesses. The first witness called by the government was Robert Fercano, who was on the Secret Service detail assigned to protect Trump on the golf course that day.
Fercano described being at the sixth hole of Trump's golf course, while Trump -- whose code name was 'Mogul' -- was playing the fifth hole.
Fercano said he was scanning the scene when he saw a person on the other side of the fence that surrounds the golf course. "I attempted to initiate contact, being friendly with the person, to say, 'Hey, sir.'"
He said Routh groaned and then smiled at him. Fercano said they were about five feet apart. He said he saw the barrel of a rifle that was poking through the chain-link fence "move in my direction," and he fired his handgun.
"I was in fear for my life, in fear for the shift on the course, and I was in fear for President Trump's life," Fercano said, referring to his fellow Secret Service agents working the protection detail shift. When Cannon asked the defendant whether he wanted to cross-examine Fercano, he gave her a thumbs-up.
"Is it good to be alive?" Routh asked Fercano. " I guess your family is happy?"
"Yes, it is good to be alive," Fercano answered, before prosecutors objected to the line of questioning. The defendant then asked about the position of the rifle in the fence.
"After I made contact with you and you smiled at me, I began to backpedal and draw my service weapon," Fercano said. "I do not know your mindset at the time. I do know you pointed a weapon at my face."
The second witness called by prosecutors was Tommy McGee, who said he nearly ran into the defendant as he was fleeing the golf course shrubbery. McGee said he heard shots fired and saw a man running and jumping into a car. He followed the car and wrote down the license plate number.
The defendant got an admonishment from the judge for not keeping to the evidence. "Are you a Trump supporter?" Routh asked. Cannon stopped him."I'm just trying to be friendly, cordial," Routh said.
Two months ago, Routh fired the federal public defenders who had represented him since his arrest last year. In a July 29 letter to Cannon, he said, "Best I walk alone."
The federal public defenders, Kristy Militello and Renee Michelle Sihvola, were ordered by Cannon to be on standby for the defendant.
Before the trial began, the defendant asked Cannon to "trade me away" in a prisoner swap, offering to "freeze to death in Siberia in exchange for Ukrainian soldiers that I could die being of some use and save all this court mess. But no one acts."

Ryan Wesley Routh is interviewed at a rally for humanitarian assistance to Ukraine in April 2022, over two years before he was arrested near Trump's Florida golf course. (Nicolas Garcia/AFP/Getty Images)


He also requested that Cannon recuse herself, arguing that the judge has an "appearance of partiality" since Trump appointed her to the bench and because she oversaw the classified documents case. Cannon denied Routh's request, strongly refuting allegations of bias and said Trump's frequent praise of her judicial rulings does not warrant her recusal.
Derek Hawkins contributed to this report.
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The Optimist
She survived 9/11, then began a life of healing others
"I must become a nurse," Jocelyn Brooks recalled thinking. "I'm getting a chance, and I am going to do it."

Jocelyn Brooks, shown in 1998, worked at the World Trade Center for an investment bank. (Jocelyn Brooks)


By Kyle Melnick | 2025-09-11
Jocelyn Brooks had escaped the World Trade Center -- through 40 desperate stories of stairs, thick black smoke and dismembered body parts -- when she looked toward the clear sky and realized she made it out alive.
People trapped inside New York City's twin towers after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, were jumping from windows, trying to flee the greedy flames and instead falling to their deaths. In a clarifying moment, Brooks had two thoughts: She needed to watch her two children become adults, and she needed to pursue her childhood dream of working in medicine.
Surviving seemed like the hand of fate, she said, and she wasn't going to waste it.
"I must become a nurse," Brooks recalled thinking. "I'm getting a chance, and I am going to do it."
It took about a decade of determination, but Brooks eventually graduated from nursing school and now works as a clinical nurse at a cancer center. She said surviving 9/11 guided her toward her purpose, following in the footsteps of her mother, who helped her and her 11 siblings when they were sick as children.
"I want to hold somebody's hands when they're crying and when they're at their lowest because I survived," Brooks, 61, told The Washington Post. "I walked out of that building. It could've been different. I am healthy, and I am thankful, and I will continue to have an attitude of gratitude."

Jocelyn Brooks fulfilled her childhood dream when she started working as a nurse in 2012. (Jocelyn Brooks)


Growing up, Brooks said, her family couldn't afford health care in Trinidad and Tobago, so her mother, Irene Woods, served as their makeshift doctor. She made tea with herbs to help with fevers and applied antiseptics to wounds. Brooks served as her mom's assistant, sitting by her to hand her scissors, tape, gauze and rubbing alcohol.
That sparked Brooks's interest in medicine, but when she moved to Brooklyn in 1986, she couldn't afford medical school. She began working for an investment bank as a research assistant.
She still dreamed of working in medicine one day. Brooks's children, Zyxmaa Niles and Randy Brooks, called her "Red Cross" because she always was helping others. Niles drew her mom wearing a white and red nursing cap in the mid-1990s -- a drawing Brooks hung at her cubicle.
But with a steady job and children to raise, Brooks didn't make immediate plans to attend nursing school until after 9/11.

Irene Woods, left, and Jocelyn Brooks in New York in the 1990s. (Jocelyn Brooks)


About an hour after arriving at her cubicle on the North Tower's 40th floor that morning, Brooks heard a loud crash and the building shook. Debris fell outside a window. She recalled turning to a colleague and saying "This is it," thinking she was about to die.
Brooks left her backpack, wallet and cellphone behind as she ran to the staircase, which was overcrowded with people descending and firefighters ascending. One woman stopped and shouted "I can't breathe," Brooks said, so Brooks thumped on her chest for about a minute and told her "breathe" until she calmed down.
Brooks saw dead bodies in the promenade between the towers before watching people leap from windows. Nearly 3,000 people died in the attacks. Brooks escaped the area by running on the West Side Highway before riding the subway to her sister's house in Brooklyn. She spent the rest of the day connecting with family members who didn't know if she had survived.
In the following years, speeding cars and the sound of sirens reminded Brooks of the panic of that day. But those moments also made her reflect.
"I took a long look at my life, and I said, 'What if I had not lived?'" Brooks said. "I would not have gotten a chance to really follow my dreams."
Brooks earned a bachelor's degree in psychology from Long Island University in 2004. When a bank took over the investment bank Brooks worked at in 2008, she saw the turnover as an opportunity to leave and return to Long Island University for a nursing degree.
Her boss told her to consider her decision to leave for two weeks, Brooks said, but Brooks had long known what she wanted.

Jocelyn Brooks is still working as a nurse at 61. (Jocelyn Brooks)


Brooks began working as a nurse after she graduated in 2012. She has enjoyed sitting with patients who don't have family in the area. She recalled telling one patient a few years ago: "I know your mom is not here today, but remember, you're not alone. I'm here." She said watching her patients' health improve is "so rewarding."
Since she started working at New York's Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 2018, Brooks has traded stories with patients who have developed cancer as a result of inhaling toxins at the World Trade Center during or after the attacks.
"She just has such a gentle, caring way about her that I've never seen in any other nurse," said Brooks's colleague, Rachel Lemmey.
On busy mornings when many nurses are overwhelmed, Lemmey said, Brooks is enthusiastic and gives a pep talk that Lemmey recites back to herself.
"We're going to get through the day together," Brooks said she tells her colleagues. "And it's going to be a great day."
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National
Conservative activist Charlie Kirk shot and killed in Utah; manhunt for shooter ongoing
Kirk was a key ally of President Donald Trump and the founder of Turning Point USA, which advocates for conservative politics at high schools and colleges.




By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Natalie Allison, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Anumita Kaur, Maria Luisa Paul, Maegan Vazquez, Ben Brasch, Praveena Somasundaram, Amy B Wang, Brianna Tucker, Daniel Wu, Aaron Schaffer, Niha Masih, Jeremy Roebuck, Grace  Moon, Drew Harwell, Matt Viser, Cat Zakrzewski, Andrew Jeong, Anna Liss-Roy, Michael Birnbaum, Emily Davies, Jonathan Baran, Samuel Oakford, Andrew Tran, Jintak Han, Hannah Knowles, Sarah Blaskey, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Scott Nover, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Julie Yoon, JM Rieger, Erin Patrick  O'Connor, Libby Casey, Mark Berman, Kadia  Goba, Joanna Slater, Susan Svrluga, Jonathan Edwards, Ryan Davis, Renae Merle, Tatum Hunter, Paul Kane, Jeremy Barr, Theodoric Meyer, Nick Mourtoupalas, Shira Ovide, Justine McDaniel, Sabrina Rodriguez, Azi Paybarah | 2025-09-11
This live coverage has ended.
Charlie Kirk, a key ally of President Donald Trump and founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, was fatally shot Wednesday at an event attended by around 3,000 at Utah Valley University.
Kirk, 31, had been speaking to a crowd from under a tent when a shot rang out and he jolted back, bleeding profusely from the neck, video shared on social media shows. Spectators ran from the courtyard where they were gathered, next to the university's student center.
An active manhunt for the shooter is ongoing, Utah Department of Public Safety said Wednesday evening. Two suspects were earlier taken into custody and released, the statement added. The department and FBI -- along with local authorities -- are working on the ongoing investigation.
The authorities said they are working on "multiple active crime scenes" and believe the shooter fired from the roof of a building in the "targeted attack." A video posted to social media and enhanced by The Washington Post shows a person who appears to be in dark clothing running across a roof overlooking the courtyard where Kirk had been shot seconds earlier.
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R) promised to hold Kirk's killer "accountable to the furthest extent of the law."
The violence drew bipartisan condemnation, and Trump ordered American flags to be lowered to half-staff until Sunday in Kirk's honor. The university announced it would close the campus for the rest of the week and suspend classes until Sept. 15.
Kirk had emerged in recent years as one of the most prominent voices on the right, garnering an audience of millions of listeners between his daily talk show and social media channels.
He rose to prominence in conservative circles largely by holding events on college campuses where he debated liberal students and spearheaded a get-out-the-vote operation for Trump in 2024 through Turning Point Action. He developed a close relationship with Trump and was a regular presence at Mar-a-Lago in the winter during Trump's transition to his second presidential term.
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National
Housing costs squeeze owners and renters alike, outpacing inflation
The median increases in rent payments and homeowner costs outpaced inflation, according to new Census bureau data on the U.S. housing market.

A house for sale last month in Pasadena, California. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


By Gaya Gupta | 2025-09-11
Housing costs rose faster than inflation last year for renters and owners alike, according to new Census Bureau data that paints a vivid picture of the growing financial burden of finding and affording a home in the United States.
The median monthly cost of owning a home -- which includes mortgage and insurance payments, real estate taxes and other fees -- reached $2,035 in 2024, after adjusting for inflation, from $1,960 the year prior.
People who moved in 2024 faced a median mortgage payment of $2,225 per month, the highest in decades. That's well above the $1,521 median payment for mortgages overall, and 20 percent more than the median payment for those who moved just three years prior, even if the more recently purchased homes cost less.
Renters also faced a tougher market. Growth in median rent, including utilities, increased by 4.1 percent to reach $1,307 after inflation was taken into account, according to the Census Bureau.
The latest figures from the annual American Community Survey are consistent with what data across several sources has made clear for years: Housing costs are rising rapidly while the median income has stagnated, placing homeownership out of reach and straining everyday budgets for many Americans.
"The cost of homes, high mortgage rates, increasing insurance costs, increasing HOA fees -- all of that is just producing a serious affordability pinch that's keeping people out of the housing market, and keeping the homeownership rate stagnant," said Joel Berner, a senior economist at Realtor.com
The increases in both rental and homeownership costs can be traced to two main factors. Mortgage rates started to soar in 2022, reaching their highest levels in decades. While the Federal Reserve started to cut interest rates last year, mortgage rates remain high. The housing supply is also limited in many parts of the U.S., the American Community Survey found.
Rising home insurance premiums and homeowners association fees have also contributed to growing monthly expenses. The median annual cost of property insurance increased by 5.3 percent last year, the Census survey found, with bigger increases for larger homes. Nearly a quarter of all U.S. homeowners paid fees to a condo or homeowners association last year, at a median cost of $135. In Nevada, Florida and Arizona, 45 to 50 percent of households paid such a fee.
Incomes have not risen to meet the growing cost of housing. Census data released Tuesday found that inflation erased income gains in 2024, leaving the median income at roughly the same level it was in 2019.
"You think that, 'Okay, if I get a good price, and I get a good mortgage rate, I should be able to afford my monthly payment,'" Berner said. "But then there are these things on top of it that just further stretch people thin."
The gap between what people are making and how much they're spending on their housing has widened, he added.
"It's just kind of becoming more and more difficult for people to save up for buying a home," he said. Last year was the slowest home sales year since 1995, and even though home prices cooled earlier this year, sales are still looking slow, he added.
Monthly owner costs and median home values didn't change significantly in the country's costliest areas, many of which are in the Northeast and the West. Hawaii and California remained the most expensive states, alongside the District of Columbia, with median home values of $875,900, $759,500 and $733,400, respectively. Homeowners with a mortgage in those three locations were also burdened with the highest overall monthly costs, at roughly $3,000.
But several Southern states experienced the sharpest increases in those monthly costs last year. Florida, where the median household income in 2024 was $77,735, saw the greatest spike at 8 percent, bringing the median monthly owner cost to $2,168. North and South Carolina, Georgia, Wyoming, Mississippi and Alabama were among the states that saw faster growth in monthly owner cost in 2024 than the year before.
At the same time, the number of homes owned "free and clear" -- without a monthly mortgage -- climbed, with 900,000 more owned homes paid off in 2024 than the year before. Berner said that may be because people with lower mortgage rates are remaining in their homes.
He also noted that more homes are being purchased with cash. Census data released Tuesday found that the richest 10 percent of households saw their wages rise in 2024, bucking the broader trend toward stagnating income.
"The 'haves' have, and they're buying homes in cash," Berner said. "And the 'have-nots' can't afford a mortgage because of rates, and they're not buying homes."
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National
Texas A&M fires instructor involved in viral video on gender teachings
A video of a student accusing an instructor of illegally teaching "gender ideology" at Texas A&M has also led to the removal of a dean and department head.

Texas A&M University President Mark A. Welsh III. (Sam Craft/AP)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2025-09-10
A viral video of a student accusing an instructor of illegally teaching "gender ideology" at Texas A&M University has led to the firing of an instructor and the removal of a dean and department head, as well as calls for investigations -- including by the U.S. Justice Department.
The video, posted on X by state Rep. Brian Harrison (R) on Monday, appears to have been filmed with a hidden camera by a student during a class focused on children's literature.
"According to our president, there's only two genders," the student says, alleging that the instruction "very much goes against not only myself but a lot of people's religious beliefs."
Neither the student nor the instructor appear on camera in the video excerpt, which begins with the instructor talking about "a recap of gender and sexuality that we bring from our last class." The student interrupts, and is heard insisting that the lesson is "not legal, and I don't want to promote something that is against our president's laws."
The instructor can be heard dismissing the accusation as a "misconception."
"If you are uncomfortable in this class, you do have the right to leave. What we are doing is not illegal," the instructor said.
The instructor referred the student to a department head, noting that officials were aware of the concerns, had responded by inviting an observer into the class and added that "I'm not convinced that your proposal will be effective in stopping me from teaching things that are biologically true, because I do have the legal and ethical authority, professional expertise in this classroom," before telling the student to leave.
The instructor, Melissa McCoul, referred questions to her Dallas-based attorney, Amanda Reichek. Reichek, a Democratic former Texas judge, released a statement calling McCoul "a highly regarded senior lecturer," noting that she had "over a decade of teaching experience under her belt when she was summarily terminated."
"Her notice of termination alleges that she was 'instructed on numerous occasions to change the course content to align with the catalog description and the course description that was originally submitted and approved' yet failed to do so," the statement said, but noted that "McCoul's course content was entirely consistent with the catalog and course description, and she was never instructed to change her course content in any way, shape or form."
The statement said that McCoul "taught this course and others like it for many years, successfully and without challenge," and that she "was fired in derogation of her constitutional rights and the academic freedom that was once the hallmark of higher education in Texas. She has appealed her termination and is exploring further legal action."
Reichek said that McCoul will have a hearing on her appeal at the university and that she has requested it be open to the public.
"This was not a professor who went rogue," Reichek told The Washington Post of the course matter McCoul was teaching. "It was relevant to the topic"
Late Tuesday, Texas A&M University President Mark A. Welsh III posted a letter he shared on X saying that, "following full consideration of the facts related to this situation," he had directed the university's provost to fire the instructor involved, "effective immediately."
Welsh wrote that, after a children's literature course this summer "contained content that did not align with any reasonable expectation of standard curriculum," he "made it clear to our academic leadership that course content must match catalog descriptions."
But, on Monday, Welsh learned that "the college continued to teach content that was inconsistent with the published course description for another course." So he removed the dean and department head from their administrative positions and ultimately fired the instructor, he wrote.
"This isn't about academic freedom; it's about academic responsibility. Our degree programs and courses go through extensive approval processes, and we must ensure that what we ultimately deliver to students is consistent with what was approved," he wrote.
The letter didn't satisfy Harrison.
"President Welsh must be fired!" Harrison posted on X in response to the letter. "Instead of removing the professor over the summer, he and his team threatened and tried to silence a student who likely had her constitutional rights violated as she was kicked out of class. Guess more will have to come out."
Harrison said the student who filmed the video wanted to remain anonymous after facing intimidation from the school.
Texas A&M is the largest university in the state by enrollment, with more than 79,000 students and an extensive "Aggie network" of conservative alumni, including Harrison and Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins. Welsh had announced Monday that the dean and department head overseeing the children's literature course at the center of the viral recording would be removed, saying they approved plans to teach material inconsistent with the published course description.
"If we allow different course content to be taught from what is advertised, we let our students down. When it comes to our academic offerings, we must keep our word to our students and to the state of Texas," Welsh said in a statement posted to X.
It was not clear whether the dean or department head would be fired. Texas A&M University, the university system and the president's office did not respond to requests for comment Tuesday.
On Monday, Harrison had sent a letter to Gov. Greg Abbott (R) citing the "whistleblower" video and demanding he direct the university regents he appointed to fire the university instructor and president.
Harmeet K. Dhillon, assistant attorney general for the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division, called the incident "deeply concerning" and said the agency would "look into" it in a post on X. Harrison said he was encouraged to see the Justice Department getting involved.
A Justice Department spokeswoman declined further comment about the situation on Tuesday.
Earlier Tuesday, Harrison posted audio clips on X in which he said Welsh can be heard pushing back after the student who filmed the video complained about the instructor.
"What do you expect us to do, fire her?" Welsh says in one clip.
"Yes, absolutely," the student says.
"Well, that's not happening," he replies.
In another audio clip that Harrison posted that he said was recorded weeks ago, the student confronted Welsh about "LGBTQ studies" at the university.
"There are LGBTQ studies here. There have been for a long time," Welsh says. He also says that there were two courses with nearly 40 students, including many who are aspiring psychiatrists, clinical counselors and school superintendents. "They want to understand the issues affecting the people they're going to treat. There is a professional reason to teach some of these courses."
After the video drew national attention, the Texas chapter of the American Association of University Professors defended the instructor.
"Academic freedom, which Texas A&M endorses, refers to instructors' right to teach in their area of expertise free from government interference," the group said in a Tuesday post on X.
Harrison, a firebrand who served as chief of staff in the Department of Health and Human Services during the first Trump administration, called on state and federal officials to investigate.
"My ultimate goal is to prevent another penny of Texans' hard-earned tax money from ever being used to fund [diversity, equity and inclusion] or LGBTQ indoctrination," Harrison told The Post on Tuesday. "The president of Texas A&M must be fired. He is a proud proponent of DEI and transgender indoctrination."
While Texas's GOP-dominated legislature passed a new law taking effect Jan. 1 that gives state university regents more power over curriculums, Harrison dismissed the measure as "riddled with exceptions and loopholes."
Harrison said he had not received a response from Abbott's office late Tuesday.
After Welsh made his announcement late Tuesday, Abbott posted on X that "the professor has now been fired." The governor had called Welsh's announcement "good" in an earlier post on X before also calling for the instructor to be fired. Harrison responded to the governor's post with, "Why did I have to release hidden camera footage to make this happen? Why has the @TAMU President who supports LGBTQ indoctrination and who berated this student in an attempt to cover it up not been fired?"
A spokesman for the governor declined further comment on Tuesday.
Abbott threatened to fire Welsh in January over the university's decision to participate in a conference hosted by the PhD Project, which promotes classroom diversity. Welsh initially defended the decision as legal under the state's DEI ban, but later reversed himself, and A&M did not participate.
Welsh, a retired U.S. Air Force general, was appointed president of Texas A&M two years ago by the A&M system's board of regents, the same year Texas lawmakers banned DEI offices and programs at public universities. He replaced M. Katherine Banks, who resigned following the university's botched hiring of Kathleen McElroy, a Black journalist who faced conservative backlash.
Texas A&M system Chancellor Glenn Hegar, an Aggie and a former Republican state legislator, said he would work with the regents to discipline the instructor after the video went viral.
"It is unacceptable for A&M System faculty to push a personal political agenda," Hegar said in a statement posted on X. "We have been tasked with training the next generation of teachers and childcare professionals. That responsibility should prioritize protecting children, not engaging in indoctrination."
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        Russian diva condemns Putin's war on Ukraine in first interview since exile
        Mary Ilyushina, Francesca Ebel

        Alla Pugacheva, Russia's "prima donna," dominated the Soviet music scene and gave her first interview since being forced into exile after the invasion of Ukraine.

      

      
        Bolsonaro found guilty in attempted coup, assassination plot
        Marina Dias

        Brazil's Supreme Court ruled the former president tried to reverse his 2022 election loss with a plot that included plans to assassinate President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

      

      
        Israel's strike in Qatar scrambles Trump's ceasefire plans
        Karen DeYoung, Souad Mekhennet

        Israel's strike on Hamas leaders in Doha has upended ceasefire negotiations and undermined President Donald Trump's goal of regional integration.

      

      
        Trump expands 'third country' deportation policy to Ghana
        Sammy Westfall

        The U.S. policy echoes approaches tried in Australia, Britain and elsewhere.

      

      
        NATO allies accuse Russia of deliberate drone incursion to test readiness
        Aaron Wiener

        Russian drones breached Poland's airspace and, experts said, by Kremlin design or not, the incident tested NATO's readiness to defend its easternmost members.

      

      
        U.K. dismisses ambassador to U.S. over links to Jeffrey Epstein
        Victoria Bisset

        British Prime Minister Keir Starmer fired Peter Mandelson after diplomats said "additional information" emerged about his links with sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

      

      
        China and Russia sign more deals, but Beijing keeps the upper hand
        Katrina Northrop, Robyn Dixon, Lyric Li

        Russia and China deepened their "friendship without limits" but Vladimir Putin didn't get everything he wanted, underscoring his junior status in the partnership.

      

      
        Inside India's hidden war against one of the world's oldest insurgencies
        Karishma Mehrotra, Raunak Shivhare

        As the Indian government escalates its campaign against Maoist rebels, villagers say the issues underlying the insurgency remain unresolved.

      

      
        Trump offered to let S. Korean detainees stay, train U.S. workers, Seoul says
        Michelle Lee

        The 316 South Koreans arrested at the Hyundai-LG plant in Georgia are expected to return home Friday. The raid may chill investment in the U.S., South Korea's president said.

      

      
        U.S-China calls stoke expectations that Trump may soon meet Xi
        Katrina Northrop, Lyric Li

        Marco Rubio and Pete Hegseth, the secretaries of state and defense, spoke with their Chinese counterparts less than a week after Beijing held a muscular military parade.

      

      
        Greenlandic women detail Danish forced contraception program in new report
        Maham Javaid

        Denmark forced contraception on more than 350 Greenlandic Indigenous women and girls, who reported cases that date back to the 1960s.

      

      
        Israel threatens 'enemies everywhere' after strike against Hamas in Qatar
        Kareem Fahim, Louisa Loveluck, Heidi Levine, Lior Soroka

        Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, said in an interview with CNN that the Israeli strike in Doha was "state terror."

      

      
        France welcomes new prime minister with 'block everything' protests
        Sammy Westfall

        Protesters staged disruptive protests across France in a display of anger and discontent over the country's centrist government.

      

      
        NATO says it scrambled fighter jets, shot down Russian drones over Poland
        David   Stern, Siobhan O'Grady, Aaron Wiener, Michael Birnbaum, Andrew Jeong

        The military called the breach of Poland's airspace "unprecedented," and it triggered a request by Warsaw to consult with fellow NATO members.

      

      
        Tea with dad -- Prince Harry meets King Charles for first time in 19 months
        Karla Adam

        The last time the pair met was in February 2024, the day after the palace announced that Charles was receiving treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer.

      

      
        For first time, more children obese than underweight, UNICEF finds
        Tobi Raji

        Child obesity, once associated with wealthy countries, has become increasingly common in parts of the world where undernutrition was once more prevalent.
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Europe
Russian diva condemns Putin's war on Ukraine in first interview since exile
Alla Pugacheva, Russia's "prima donna," dominated the Soviet music scene and gave her first interview since being forced into exile after the invasion of Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russian pop singer Alla Pugacheva attend an awards ceremony at the Kremlin in Moscow in December 2014. (Alexei Druzhinin/AP)


By Mary Ilyushina, Francesca Ebel | 2025-09-11
Russia's most famous pop star -- think Madonna meets Cher with a sprinkling of Elizabeth Taylor -- gave her first interview since leaving Russia three years ago and condemned the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Alla Pugacheva, a pop icon known as Russia's "prima donna" and loved by millions -- especially the older generations -- dominated the music scene during the Soviet era and later, and she even sang with Sting. In the 31/2-hour interview released Wednesday and watched more than 3.5 million times in just a day, she reflected on her life in both Soviet and modern Russia as a journey marked by one armed conflict after another.
The interview took place at Pugacheva's house in Latvia in mid-August.
"To tell your homeland that it is wrong is patriotism," Pugacheva told her interviewer, exiled journalist Katerina Gordeeva, about the invasion.
An old Soviet joke once called supreme Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev a "minor political figure in the era of Alla Pugacheva," a testament to her enduring popularity since the 1960s.
That status made her virtually untouchable for years: Attacking someone so deeply woven into the national psyche risked alienating the older, more conservative base that includes President Vladimir Putin's own generation.
At 76, Pugacheva is just over three years older than Russia's leader, and up until 2024 he regularly marked her birthday, often giving her awards. She supported him in the beginning, even campaigning and voting for him. In the interview, Pugacheva described how at the time, "He said amazingly correct things. Even about Ukraine. In general, everything that I thought, he said. He's just an idol. ... And now it's all a shock."

Soviet pop queen Alla Pugacheva leads other stars in song at a Moscow concert on May 30, 1986, to raise funds to cope with the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. (Boris Yurchenko/AP)


But Pugacheva's stardom could not protect her family.
Her husband, comedian Maxim Galkin, spoke out against the war as soon as it began in 2022, drawing an immediate backlash from authorities and attacks from hard-line patriots.
Worried about the attacks, Pugacheva said, she meet with Sergey Kiriyenko, a longtime Putin aide and powerful Kremlin official. He assured her she had nothing to worry about regarding her husband's remarks. But on his desk sat detailed transcripts of Galkin's comments that felt like an unspoken threat.
"He asked me what I was unhappy about," Pugacheva recalled in the interview. "I said I was troubled by the impunity. I can give up everything, endure everything and ignore the remarks -- but I was deeply worried about the [official] impunity with regard to our family."
Kiriyenko, she said, simply told her not to worry.
"It seemed too easy: 'Live in peace; you are our national pride,'" she recalled him saying. "Two days later, Maxim was declared a foreign agent."
For years, Russian authorities have wielded the "foreign agent" label to discredit influential figures with dissenting views, branding them as pawns of hostile powers bent on undermining the country.

Pugacheva attends a news conference by Mikhail Prokhorov, a presidential candidate and U.S. basketball team owner, in Moscow in 2012. (Natalia Kolesnikova/AFP/Getty Images)


Pugacheva described how when the couple's children went to school after that, their friends began bullying them, telling them they were the children of spies and that their dad was a "foreign agent."
So the family packed their bags, called the grandparents and said they were leaving. They left for Israel in 2022 with $30,000 in cash.
"I will say honestly, it was such a sharp pain for me that it was happening like this," Pugacheva said.
Asked by Gordeeva whether she had considered staying in Russia, Pugacheva said that neither she nor her husband thought it was possible to stay silent: "There is such a thing as conscience. And conscience is more valuable than fame, more valuable than luxury, more valuable than anything, especially at my age."
After her husband was declared a foreign agent, Pugacheva turned to Instagram to make her own position clear. She wrote that she shared her husband's view of the war -- and dared the authorities to give her the same label.
"I won't go into detail now about how awful this [war] is. Everyone knows that I am against the war, and I think that our country has suffered greatly -- secondly, admittedly, as first [in suffering] is Ukraine," she said.
"Do we need to spell it out at the elementary level that some people do not want to live in a communal apartment? That some people want their own place?" Pugacheva said of Russian attempts to demolish Ukrainian independence.
Pugacheva is notoriously guarded about her private life and avoids interviews. The last big interview she gave to the media was over seven years ago.
"We don't have that many stars in Russia, not like in the West. She is a massively powerful, usually silent, symbol," Gordeeva said in a phone interview with The Washington Post. "Her departure from Russia was a massive sign."
Most Russians of Pugacheva's age chose stability and comfort over conscience. "It was absolutely clear to me which side she took," Gordeeva said.
Gordeeva said she had discussed the prospect of an interview with Pugacheva to tell her side of the story since 2022. Finally this spring, Pugacheva told Gordeeva that "the time had come."
"She didn't put down any red lines," Gordeeva said. "She only said that she didn't want to incite hatred."
Even for someone of Pugacheva's stature, there was no place in the country for her to express such sentiments. After the invasion, Russian artists were faced with a choice of whether to speak out against the war or lose their ability to work and live in the country.
Musicians, actors and writers who opposed the war were driven into exile or underground, while those who remained were pressured by the government to echo a new nationalist zeal in their work. Cooperation was rewarded with fame, fortune and prime-time gigs on national television.
Asked about the interview, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova called it "a bazaar of hypocrisy."
The interview also angered Russia's pro-war commentators, who expressed outrage that Pugacheva had not yet been labeled a foreign agent for her "clearly subversive efforts" because of her status as one of the "People's Artists," a Soviet-era title awarded to outstanding artists.
"For such an attitude toward Russia and other vices, some people are deprived of titles and state awards, by the way. And this would not look like repression at all, but only as merited retribution," said military blogger Yuri Kotenok.
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Americas
Bolsonaro found guilty in attempted coup, assassination plot
Brazil's Supreme Court ruled the former president tried to reverse his 2022 election loss with a plot that included plans to assassinate President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Judicial police guard Brazil's Supreme Court during the trial of former president Jair Bolsonaro on charges he plotted a coup after his 2022 election loss, in Brasilia on Tuesday. (Adriano Machado/Reuters)


By Marina Dias | 2025-09-11
BRASILIA -- Brazil's Supreme Court has found former president Jair Bolsonaro guilty of attempting a military coup to stay in power after his 2022 election loss, a plot that included plans to assassinate President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, the man who defeated him, in a case that has roiled this young democracy and strained its relations with President Donald Trump.
Bolsonaro is the first former president found guilty of trying to undermine Latin America's largest democracy. Advocates for accountability hoped the verdict would prove a turning point for a nation that has suffered more than a dozen coup attempts but historically has opted for political conciliation rather than prosecution. Trump, a Bolsonaro ally and friend, had imposed tariffs on Brazilian imports and sanctions on Supreme Court justices to pressure them to drop the case.
Justice Carmen Lucia cast the third and deciding vote Thursday to convict Bolsonaro of attempting a coup and four related charges.
Bolsonaro, 70, has denied wrongdoing. The right-wing populist did not attend the proceeding, which began last week in a building his supporters ransacked after his loss. In court, his attorney said there was no concrete evidence to link him to the plot to overturn the narrowest presidential election loss in Brazil's four decades of democracy. He is expected to appeal.
Sentencing is expected this week. He faces up to 40 years in prison.
"The government wanted to remain in power by simply ignoring democracy -- and that is what constitutes a coup d'etat," Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who was also named as a potential assassination target, said Tuesday from the bench. "The leader of the criminal group made it clear -- publicly and in his own words -- that he would never accept defeat at the ballot, a democratic loss in the elections, and that he would never abide by the will of the people."
Seven co-defendants, including an admiral and three generals, were also found guilty.
Bolsonaro has been under house arrest since early August for allegedly violating court orders to refrain from making public comments to intimidate or pressure public officials into canceling his trial. If sentenced to prison, he would not be required to report until he had exhausted his appeals.

Bolsonaro at the entrance of his home in Brasilia on Tuesday. (Luis Nova/AP)


One justice, Luiz Fux, asked Wednesday that the case be annulled for lack of jurisdiction. Because the defendants have left office, he argued, they no longer qualify for the special status that allowed them to be tried by the nation's highest tribunal. The request did not have an immediate effect, but it could aid Bolsonaro in an appeal. Fux is the only justice so far to acquit Bolsonaro of the charges.
The five justices on the panel deciding the case have been explaining their interpretations and announcing their votes one by one -- a process that has taken days. Fux alone spoke for more than 12 hours Wednesday. After Lucia's votes Thursday, one justice remained.
Prosecutors described the case as necessary to protect Brazilian democracy from its greatest threat since the country's military dictatorship ended in 1985. Bolsonaro and supporters including Trump have called it a witch hunt orchestrated by political rivals to keep him out of next year's presidential election, a potential rematch with the left-wing Lula, 79.
Bolsonaro was already prohibited from running for office until 2030 for spreading false information to undermine the credibility of Brazil's electoral system. He has argued that the ban disenfranchises the many Brazilians who want to vote for him and hopes, with popular support, it will be overturned.
He's also taken his defense beyond Brazil. Eduardo Bolsonaro, a federal congressman and son of the former president, moved to the United States this year and has lobbied the White House for help. In July, Trump announced diplomatic and economic sanctions to pressure Brazil and individual justices to drop the charges against his friend.
Moraes, who is overseeing the court's investigations of Bolsonaro, was barred from entering the United States under the Global Magnitsky Act, an Obama-era law intended to punish corrupt foreign officials and serious human rights abusers. The Treasury ordered any assets he might own in the United States frozen and prohibited U.S. businesses and individuals from transacting business with him. Trump announced a 50 percent tariff on Brazilian goods entering the United States.
Moraes opened the proceedings last week by defending the court's sovereignty from foreign threats. "This attempt of obstruction will not affect the impartiality or independence of the justices in this court," he said.
Moraes told The Washington Post last month that U.S. authorities didn't understand the case. "Here, we will uphold the Brazilian Constitution and the Brazilian laws," he said, "regardless of internal or external pressures."
Brazilian authorities say Bolsonaro's campaign to delegitimize the country's electoral system and plan a military coup started in 2021 and culminated in the violent attacks on government buildings on Jan. 8, 2023, a week after Lula's inauguration. Bolsonaro's supporters stormed the presidential palace, congress and the Supreme Court in Brasilia to demand he be reinstated in a riot that echoed the attempt by Trump supporters to stop the certification of Joe Biden's 2020 victory at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
The evidence against Bolsonaro included a document that prosecutors said was a draft of an unpublished presidential decree that would have granted him emergency powers to seize control of the country's top electoral court to ensure "fairness and correction." Investigators said Bolsonaro, a former army officer, edited and presented the decree to military leaders, but was unable to secure the support he needed to move forward.
As part of the plot, prosecutors said, Bolsonaro approved a plan to assassinate Lula, Vice President Geraldo Alckmin and Moraes. They say a draft of the plan was printed at the presidential palace.

Supreme Court Justice Carmen Lucia, right, speaks to Justice Alexandre de Moraes during Bolsonaro's trial on Tuesday. (Adriano Machado/Reuters)


Moraes framed the trial as a turning point for Brazilian democracy, but analysts say congress could undo at least some of the court's work.
"It is highly likely that congress will soon approve an amnesty or reduced sentences for that broader group who was in Brasilia on January 8th," said Carlos Fico, a historian at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. "As for Bolsonaro himself, if a right-wing candidate wins next year's presidential election, a pardon for him is seen as a strong possibility."
Bolsonaro's allies have been pushing for an amnesty law for anyone, including the former president, accused of involvement in the coup attempt. But such a law would be subject to Supreme Court review. A majority of the justices have said the constitution prohibits pardons or amnesty for perpetrators of crimes against the democratic rule of law.
In another echo of Trump, Bolsonaro never formally conceded the 2022 election. He left for Florida before Lula's inauguration and refused to hand over the presidential sash, the ritual that reaffirms the country's democracy.
During his four-year presidency from 2019 to 2022, Bolsonaro dismantled environmental protections in the Amazon rainforest, downplayed the coronavirus pandemic and stoked calls among his supporters for a military intervention to prevent Lula's return to power. He clashed frequently with the Supreme Court.
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Middle East conflict
Israel's strike in Qatar scrambles Trump's ceasefire plans
Israel's strike on Hamas leaders in Doha has upended ceasefire negotiations and undermined President Donald Trump's goal of regional integration.

President Donald Trump talks with Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in Doha, Qatar, on May 15. (Brian Snyder/Pool/Reuters)


By Karen DeYoung, Souad Mekhennet | 2025-09-11
For much of the world, Israel's Tuesday airstrike in Qatar against Hamas officials negotiating over an end to the Gaza war was a dangerous and counterproductive act that has set back the prospects for peace and the release of what Israel says are 20 living hostages still held by Hamas.
In the Arab world, the strike was seen by many as a cynical move by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government to scuttle ceasefire negotiations and extend the war to allow Israel the time and space to continue its offensive in Gaza.
Wider possible consequences include undermining President Donald Trump's goal of building pro-U.S. regional integration through expansion of the Abraham Accords, the normalization agreements he brokered between Israel and four Arab states during his first term. In addition to Saudi Arabia and others in the Persian Gulf, the Trump administration has envisioned eventually adding Lebanon, Syria, Azerbaijan and more to the accords.
That "vision is under heavy strain," a senior Persian Gulf official said at a conference this week in Washington, where most participants spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe sensitive diplomacy. "This is a time when, after two years of war, we need to de-escalate. Many Israeli military operations have succeeded tactically, but the region doesn't look any better."
"This is a complication we did not need," the official said.
Not all Arab governments have been happy about Qatar's hosting of Hamas officials -- an arrangement made at least partly in response to a U.S. request to facilitate indirect negotiations with the militant group. But many said the strike set a disturbing precedent indicating that none are immune from attack -- regardless of diplomatic niceties and ongoing negotiations -- should Israel deem its own national security interests at stake.
Negotiations with Hamas officials have also taken place in Egypt, and some have residences in Turkey. The day after the Qatar bombing, Israeli warplanes also attacked several sites in Yemen, targeting leaders of Iranian-backed Houthi militants in strikes that unconfirmed reports said had killed dozens of civilians.
"We pounded them today again from the air -- in their terror facilities, their terror bases with a great many terrorists and other facilities as well," Netanyahu said of the Yemen strikes in a video statement. "Whoever attacks us, we will reach them."

A frame grab taken from a AFPTV footage shows smoke billowing after explosions in Doha, Qatar's capital, on Tuesday. (Jacqueline Penney/AFPTV/AFP/Getty Images)


An Israeli official said that the government was not concerned about diplomatic blowback from the Qatar strike, noting that after Israeli agents in several European countries assassinated Palestinians whom it said participated in a terrorist attack on Israeli athletes at the 1972 Olympics in Munich, the Europeans did not alter their relations with Israel.
The Doha attack "wasn't an attempt to disrespect Qatar," the Israeli official said at the conference, held by the Middle East American Dialogue. "We saw an opportunity and we took it. ... I think will bring the end [of the war] closer ... [but] it could go in the other direction."
The airstrike on a Doha apartment building left six people dead -- none of them the senior Hamas negotiators who were targeted.
Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid echoed support for eliminating Hamas operatives, but criticized the lack of strategy.
"These were bad people who should have been killed long ago," said Lapid, who spoke on the record at the conference. "But as the hours pass, it's clear this was not as successful as first thought, and it wasn't part of a strategy -- it was just an operation. Worse, the president of the United States nearly called the prime minister reckless, and leaders in the region echoed that sentiment."
After a phone conversation with Netanyahu following the Doha strike, Trump told reporters Tuesday that he "was very unhappy about it, very unhappy about every aspect."
Trump has been deeply invested in the Gaza ceasefire negotiations and expansion of the Abraham Accords that some consider the primary foreign policy achievement of his first term. But the strikes may have damaged Trump's credibility as well as Israel's.
"If you're an Arab leader, and you're an ally of the United States and doing things at the behest to the United States like hosting Hamas and mediating talks and that still doesn't protect you?" said Ghaith al-Omari, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Middle East Policy. "You're going to be anxious about that relationship and about the U.S. being a guarantor of regional order."
Arab officials and Washington-based analysts expressed doubts about the administration's insistence that it had no prior knowledge of the Doha attack and was informed by the Pentagon just as it began.
"There's no way Prime Minister Netanyahu would have ordered the Israeli air force to bomb a building in Qatar without having closely coordinated with the United States," said Mark Dubowitz, CEO of the Washington-based Foundation for Defense of Democracies.
Experts noted that the massive al-Udeid U.S. air base in Qatar monitors all aircraft in the region and would have surely seen an attack heading in that direction long before it arrived on target.
U.S. officials have said that the Pentagon alerted Trump that an Israeli strike had been launched toward Doha, although it remained unclear if Israel had informed the United States or if an incoming attack had been technologically detected by U.S. forces in the region.

Trump and White House special envoy Steve Witkoff at the U.S. Open in Flushing Meadows, New York, on Sunday. (Sarah Yenesel/EPA/Shutterstock)


Trump immediately instructed special envoy Steve Witkoff to warn Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, one U.S. official said. Unable to reach Mohammed, Witkoff spoke to his deputy just as the explosions began in Doha.
In a phone call to Mohammed  later Tuesday after the attack, Trump assured him that "such a thing will not happen again on their soil," according to White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt.
Just days earlier, Trump had said a deal for release of all of the hostages could come "very soon," perhaps within a week, and gave Hamas a "last warning" to accept the proposal on the table.
That proposal reportedly calls for the release of all hostages -- including the remains of 26 people the Israelis have officially declared dead -- in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners and eventual withdrawal from the enclave, with the United States taking charge of Gaza. Hamas negotiators were reportedly considering that offer, which Trump said Israel had accepted, when the missiles landed in Doha.
With Trump's apparent displeasure at the unilateral strikes on an important regional partner -- and a country that has gifted him a new Air Force One jumbo jet -- there are new rumblings that it might be time for a change in U.S. policy or a tougher line with Netanyahu.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visits the scene of a shooting at the Ramot Junction in Jerusalem on Monday. (Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)


A senior Biden administration official, who long backed U.S. military support for Israel, suggested that as the Israel Defense Forces launches yet another offensive in northern Gaza, U.S. assistance should be limited to defensive weapons. The time may have come, the official said, to "stop giving [Israel] the keys to the car to run into the wall over and over again."
Mohammed, the Qatari prime minister, said he hoped for a "collective response" to the Israeli strike. "This response is currently under consultation and discussion with other partners in the region," he said in a Wednesday interview with CNN. He  said that an Arab-Islamic summit will be held in Doha in the coming days to decide on a joint course of action.
In his video message Wednesday, Netanyahu said  Qatar should "either expel [Hamas] or you bring them to justice. Because if you don't, we will." Mohammed  dismissed "someone like him trying to lecture ... about the law." Netanyahu, he said, had "killed any hope" for hostages still alive in Gaza.
Even if the ceasefire negotiations continue in some form, there is little agreement on whether they will lead to an end of the war, or what should happen after the fighting is over. Arab governments have proposed an interim government of Palestinian technocrats alongside a trained local security force, leading to the eventual establishment of a Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza.
The White House is deeply involved in creating its own plan. A senior administration official said they were talking to the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Turkey and others about a "receivership," in which the U.S. would take some form of control over Gaza to give people "a better life."
"It is an enormous grand master plan development. Think of the Marshall Plan coming to Gaza," the official said, referencing the U.S. postwar development of Germany. "That's how we're thinking about this."
Gerry Shih in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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Americas
Trump expands 'third country' deportation policy to Ghana 
The U.S. policy echoes approaches tried in Australia, Britain and elsewhere.

A plane meant for Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem at La Aurora International Airport in Guatemala City on June 26. (Anna Moneymaker/Pool/Reuters) 


By Sammy Westfall | 2025-09-11
Ghana has taken in a "first batch" of 14 noncitizens, all West Africans, deported from the United States, the country's president said -- a move that adds one of the largest countries in the region to the growing list of participants in President Donald Trump's "third country" deportation policy.
The practice of deporting people to countries where they are not citizens represents a sharp change for the United States, where such expulsions have been rare. But other countries have tried similar policies.
The United States in July deported five men to Eswatini, and earlier that month sent eight men to South Sudan -- via Djibouti, where they were held for weeks in a metal shipping container at a naval base. All but one of the migrants had no connection to South Sudan.
"We were approached by the U.S. to accept third-party nationals who were being removed from the U.S., and we agreed with them that West African nationals were acceptable," Ghanian President John Mahama told reporters late Wednesday, noting that West Africans are already able to enter and stay in Ghana for 90 days without a visa.
The State Department lists South Sudan as a Level 4: Do Not Travel country because of "crime, kidnapping, and armed conflict." Ghana and Eswatini are listed as Level 2: Exercise Increased Caution countries.
In August, Uganda's Foreign Ministry said on X that it had agreed on a "temporary" deal to accept people deported from the United States that would apply to third-country nationals not granted U.S. asylum but concerned about returning to their country of origin.  It is unclear when the policy would take effect.
In mid-July, the acting director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Todd M. Lyons, wrote in a memo to his workforce that officers could "immediately" start sending immigrants to "alternative" countries, even those where officials have not provided "diplomatic assurances" that migrants will be safe, and with as little as six hours' notice. A Supreme Court ruling cleared the way for the policy.
Usually, under a removal order, migrants are deported to a country of which they are a citizen.
But some countries do not always cooperate with the United States on deportations. They include Cuba, Laos and Myanmar; some of the eight migrants sent to South Sudan were from those three nations.
In cases where countries do not agree to take in their own citizens, "other countries have agreed that they would take them in ... and take care of them until their home country would receive them," Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said on "Fox News Sunday."
Department of Homeland Security spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin said on X that the five men sent to Eswatini had been convicted of serious crimes, including murder, and that "their home countries refused to take them back." In a statement, McLaughlin said the men deported to South Sudan were "sickos" and "barbaric criminal illegal aliens," and the DHS said they had been convicted of crimes including murder, sexual assault and robbery.
The United States under President Donald Trump, has also sent more than 130 Venezuelan migrants to the legal black hole of prisons in El Salvador. Trump used the wartime Alien Enemies Act to remove them, accusing them of terrorism because they had alleged markers of gang membership.
In its statement announcing an agreement, Uganda's Foreign Ministry said that the country will not accept unaccompanied minors or deportees with criminal records, and that it prefers to receive individuals originally from African countries.
It is not clear how many deportees the east African county would take or when the transfers would begin.
"The U.S. is mounting considerable pressure on African countries to accept Venezuelans to be deported from the U.S., some straight out of prisons," Nigerian Foreign Affairs Minister Yusuf Tuggar said in July to local broadcaster Channels Television. He said that his country "cannot accept Venezuelan deportees," in part because "we have enough problems of our own."

El Salvador's presidency on March 16 released video it said shows a plane transporting alleged gang members deported by the U.S. to El Salvador.


Although not the same as sending migrants to third countries, the United States has used offshore detention facilities to hold terrorism suspects and process asylum seekers.
After the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, the United States began sending terrorism suspects apprehended abroad to a detention camp at Guantanamo Bay, where some detainees still remain without having been tried. Though most former Guantanamo detainees were returned to their home countries, about one-fifth ended up in third countries for resettlement, under deals brokered by Washington.
Before that, under Presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton, the base also served as a site to process thousands of intercepted asylum seekers, many from Haiti -- a plan Trump has tried to restore and expand.
The CIA for years following 9/11 ran an "extraordinary rendition" program, secretly moving terrorism suspects on private civilian aircraft to other countries to be interrogated at secret detention sites by CIA or local officials. More than 50 governments collaborated in some way, according to Open Society Foundations.
Other countries have pursued third-country deportations. Australia prevents anyone arriving by boat without a visa from settling in the country. Instead, since 2013, authorities have been sending asylum seekers offshore to processing facilities in the Pacific island nations of Papua New Guinea and the eight-square-mile Nauru. Medical and human rights professionals have warned that many children being raised in Australia's third-country limbo have developed "resignation syndrome," struggling to eat, drink and speak, and in extreme cases requiring a feeding tube. Some have attempted suicide.
Starting in 2022, Britain's Conservative Party, in power at the time, began trying to implement a policy that would send certain asylum seekers some 4,000 miles to Rwanda to have their cases processed. Those assessments could lead to migrants remaining in Rwanda under an agreement with its government, moving on to third countries not including Britain or being sent to their country of origin. Then-Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said the plan would "stop the boats," echoing proponents of Australian policies.
The British plan ended up costing more than $900 million, according to British Home Secretary Yvette Cooper, but only four people in total -- who volunteered to go for cash -- wound up in Rwanda. The Labour Party quickly shut down the process upon taking over last year.
Israel had a similar but secret agreement with Rwanda, sending thousands of Israel-based Eritrean and Sudanese asylum seekers to Rwanda between 2013 and 2018, when the Supreme Court suspended the government plan, the BBC reported. Those asylum seekers were given the choice to be sent to a migrant detention facility back home or receive $3,500 to go to Rwanda. Years later, many settled in Europe, the BBC found.
In recent months, India has been implementing a hard-line deportation drive against its Muslim minority. Between early May and July, 1,880 people were deported from India to Bangladesh, according to private Bangladeshi government data obtained by The Washington Post. More than 100 people were logged by border officials in Bangladesh as Indians who were wrongly deported and sent back, another document showed.
Rights advocates have challenged Trump's third-country deportation efforts, arguing that the policy doesn't give migrants a chance to plead their cases and that it violates federal and international law, if migrants are sent to places where they are known to face danger.
U.S. District Judge Brian E. Murphy ruled in May that the Trump administration had violated a court order by trying to send migrants to South Sudan, and that the "hurried and confused" notice given to the deportees was unreasonable.
Even though immigration laws contain provisions allowing the U.S. government to deport people to third countries under some circumstances, it's "just not something that's been done as a matter of practice," said Jennifer Koh, an associate professor at Pepperdine University's Caruso School of Law.
Under international law, the United States has a legal obligation not to send migrants to countries where they would face torture or cruel treatment -- known as the principle of non-refoulement. The new U.S. policy, which requires minimal notice before such deportations, "seems like a recipe for rampant potential violations of the torture convention," Koh said. "The administration has been pretty clear from the start" that "one of the tools to advance their immigration policy has been to inflict fear and cruelty on immigrants," aiming for deterrence and self-deportation.
It's "no accident" that the "third countries" chosen as destinations for migrants "are places that have notoriously bad human rights records, and where torture in custody is commonplace," said Sarah Sherman-Stokes, a clinical associate professor at Boston University School of Law, in July.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/07/15/trump-third-countries-migrants-deportation/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
NATO allies accuse Russia of deliberate drone incursion to test readiness 
Russian drones breached Poland's airspace and, experts said, by Kremlin design or not, the incident tested NATO's readiness to defend its easternmost members. 

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk speaks to the media during a visit to the 32nd Tactical Air Base in Lask, Poland, on Thursday. (Marian Zubrzycki/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Aaron Wiener | 2025-09-11

Firefighters and territorial defense officers stand close to the destroyed roof of a house in Wyryki near Lublin, Poland, on Thursday after Russian drones violated Polish airspace. (Rafal Niedzielski/AP)


European leaders accused Russia on Thursday of a deliberate incursion by sending drones to invade Polish airspace, and said they saw the provocation as a test -- both for the Kremlin and for Europe -- of NATO's readiness to defend its territory.
"This was a deliberate and coordinated strike constituting an unprecedented provocation and escalation of tension," the foreign ministers of Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine said in a joint statement Thursday.
Russian drones, apparently unarmed, breached Polish airspace 19 times from late Tuesday night to Wednesday morning, according to Polish officials. NATO fighter jets scrambled, and European forces shot down at least three, of the drones.
While it was not conclusively proved that Russia purposely breached Poland's sovereign airspace -- the violation occurred as a wide-scale Russian bombardment of Ukraine was underway -- European officials said it was highly unlikely that multiple drones had veered off course.
In any case, experts said, the incursion and the reaction by Poland and its allies allowed Russia to gain intelligence into NATO's response to a territorial violation of one of its members, as NATO jets engaged the drones, which have transformed modern warfare.
"The NATO/Polish response was very swift and effective," said Frank Rose, who served as principal deputy administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration in the Biden administration and previously was lead negotiator on the placement of missile defense sites in several countries, including Poland.
"If the Russians were trying to test NATO, NATO passed that test with flying colors," Rose said.
Still, the foreign ministers of Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine -- together known as the Lublin Triangle -- didn't express full confidence in NATO's preparedness to defend the most vulnerable countries on its eastern edge, bordering Russia.
"We call on partners to urgently strengthen Ukraine's air defence and support Lithuania and Poland in their efforts to secure eastern flank of NATO and [European Union]," the ministers said. "Only adequate and strong response will prevent further escalation."
Any armed Russian attack against Poland could result in a dramatic escalation of the Ukraine war involving the full force of the U.S.-led alliance.
Article 5 of the NATO treaty states that an attack on one ally constitutes an attack on all, though Poland would have to request help and the other 31 allies would have to unanimously agree to take action under the common-defense clause.
Rather than invoking Article 5, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said Wednesday that his country had requested to activate the treaty's Article 4, triggering a consultation among allies over whether one is under threat.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said Wednesday that NATO allies were "resolved to defend every inch of allied territory," but he stopped short of accusing Russia of a deliberate attack, saying instead that an assessment was ongoing.
Allies have previously reacted cautiously to alleged airspace violations, hesitant to be brought into a direct conflict with Russia, which possesses the world's largest arsenal of nuclear weapons.
Officials in Eastern Europe, however, said Thursday that they had little doubt as to Russian intentions.
"I have one piece of advice for our Polish friends," Andriy Sadovyi, mayor of the Ukrainian city of Lviv, near the Polish border, wrote Thursday on Facebook. "We Ukrainians know from our own experience -- Russia never does anything by accident."
Sadovyi added: "That's why one cannot believe that Russian Shaheds flew into Poland 19 times 'just by chance.'"
Meanwhile, European outrage over the incursion reverberated across the continent.
The Dutch government said it had summoned the Russian ambassador to express its dismay over the incident, which Russian officials denied.
"Russia's reckless violation of Polish airspace threatens our European security," Dutch Foreign Minister David van Weel wrote Thursday on X. "That is why I had the Russian ambassador summoned today, to make clear that we condemn these actions in the strongest possible terms. We stand firmly behind our NATO ally Poland."
Russian officials on Thursday repeated their denials and accused the West of fabricating the incident.
Maria Zakharova, the spokeswoman for Russia's Foreign Ministry, said Poland didn't have evidence of Russia's involvement in the appearance of drones in the country's airspace.
"There is no evidence," Zakharova said. "That's why they don't back it up. If they had evidence, they would back it up." Polish prosecutors, however, said they were collecting the drone debris for further forensic analysis.
Poland, which already spends a greater share of its gross domestic product on defense than any other NATO member, is racing to further bolster its military in the face of Russian aggression. While seeking military cuts elsewhere, President Donald Trump had suggested even before the Russian drone incident that he might send more American troops to Poland.
Rutte said Wednesday that "last night showed that we are able to defend every inch of NATO territory including, of course, its airspace." But some experts said they weren't so sure.
Rose, the former missile site negotiator, said that while NATO responded strongly and decisively to the incursion, the incident still raised questions about the alliance's ability to counter the type of drone warfare Russia has employed in Ukraine. Advanced air defenses, such as the U.S.-designed Patriot system, are built to counter missile attacks -- not small, highly maneuverable drones.
"Would NATO be ready for a full-on drone attack on its territory?" Rose asked. "Right now, we would have real challenges dealing with mass drone swarm attacks. This was a relatively minor incursion."
He added: "Missile defense has been a good investment, but it's got to evolve to meet this threat."
Siobhan O'Grady in Kyiv and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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World
U.K. dismisses ambassador to U.S. over links to Jeffrey Epstein
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer fired Peter Mandelson after diplomats said "additional information" emerged about his links with sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

President Donald Trump with British Ambassador to the United States Peter Mandelson at the White House in May. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-09-11
LONDON -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer fired the U.K. ambassador to the United States on Thursday, after officials said "additional information" came to light about his relationship with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
The British Embassy in Washington said that emails written by Peter Mandelson showed "that the depth and extent of Peter Mandelson's relationship with Jeffrey Epstein is materially different from that known at the time of his appointment."
The statement followed reports in the British press this week that Mandelson had expressed his support for the financier in an email correspondence from 2008, shortly before Epstein was jailed on charges of soliciting prostitution. Mandelson has since expressed his regret for any support.
"In particular Peter Mandelson's suggestion that Jeffrey Epstein's first conviction was wrongful and should be challenged is new information," the British statement read. "In light of that, and mindful of the victims of Epstein's crimes he has been withdrawn as Ambassador with immediate effect."
Bloomberg News and the Sun reported that they obtained email messages sent by Mandelson to Epstein, including a June 2008 email in which he wrote: "I think the world of you and I feel hopeless and furious about what has happened. ... I can still barely understand it. It just could not happen in Britain."
Mandelson has not denied the veracity of the emails. On Wednesday, Mandelson, told the BBC: "I relied on assurances of his innocence that turned out later to be horrendously false. ... His lawyers claimed that it was a shake down of him, a criminal conspiracy. I foolishly relied on their word which I regret to this day."
The former ambassador did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Thursday.
Epstein's 2008 prosecution in a Florida state court followed a lenient agreement with federal prosecutors that spared him from far more serious federal charges of molesting girls.
In 2019, after he was arrested again, Epstein was found dead in an apparent suicide in his Manhattan jail cell while facing federal charges of sex-trafficking and abusing girls.
The decision to withdraw Mandelson from the post marked a sharp pivot for Starmer, who on Wednesday had spoken of his "confidence" in him. "Let me start by saying the victims of Epstein are at the forefront of our minds. He was a despicable criminal who committed the most heinous crimes and destroyed the lives of so many women and girls," Starmer told British lawmakers.
The dismissal comes at a time when Starmer is under political pressure and faces unfavorable polls. Last week, he was forced to reshuffle the top positions in his government's cabinet after his deputy, Angela Rayner, resigned her role after acknowledging she paid the wrong amount of tax on a property purchase.
The reported email between Mandelson and Epstein was the latest link to emerge between the two  in recent years. In February, when asked in an interview with the Financial Times about his relationship with Epstein, Mandelson said that he regretted ever meeting him, before using an expletive and accusing the outlet of having an "obsession" with the topic. 
This week, a handwritten message from Mandelson was among the notes included in a redacted version of a "birthday book" allegedly gifted to Epstein on his 50th birthday, which was released by the House Oversight Committee. In the 10-page note, which Mandelson said he regretted on Wednesday,  he described Epstein as his "best pal."
Mandelson has been a fixture of British political life since the 1980s, when he was part of the team that masterminded the Labour Party's centrist reinvention and paved the way for the landslide 1997 election victory of Prime Minister Tony Blair. Mandelson served as a lawmaker for the party and then in high-profile government positions under Blair and his successor, Prime Minister Gordon Brown.
Nicknamed the "prince of darkness" by the British press for his political cunning, Mandelson was no stranger to scandal. He resigned twice from government: in 1998 for failing to disclose a loan and  in 2001, amid allegations of misconduct over  efforts to secure a British passport for a wealthy Indian businessman. In 2004, he became the European Union's trade commissioner. 
Steve Hendrix and Leo Sands contributed to this report.
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Asia
China and Russia sign more deals, but Beijing keeps the upper hand
Russia and China deepened their "friendship without limits" but Vladimir Putin didn't get everything he wanted, underscoring his junior status in the partnership.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin walk together at the Zhongnanhai leadership compound in Beijing on Sept. 2. (Alexander Kazakov/Sputnik/Kremlin Pool/AP)


By Katrina Northrop, Robyn Dixon, Lyric Li | 2025-09-11
Beijing and Moscow have been on a dealmaking frenzy spanning energy projects, defense cooperation and friendlier visa policies since Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to see his "dear friend" Xi Jinping in China last week.
The visit and its associated flurry of activity underscores Beijing's economic and diplomatic importance to Moscow as Putin continues his war against Ukraine, analysts say, and the two capitals' efforts to present a united front against Washington.
Still, Putin didn't get everything on his wish list, especially in the finance and energy arena. And the summit reinforced Putin's inferior status within the relationship with Xi, even as the two men present themselves as leaders of an alternative world order.
"China remains the most important lifeline for the Russian war economy, for the Russian political system," said Alexander Gabuev, director of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, adding that Russia is "a very important junior partner in fighting American supremacy."
Ever since China and Russia declared their "no limits" partnership just before the invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Beijing has been a loyal friend to Moscow.
During a crucial March 2023 summit, Xi extended China's support to the Russian leader in his darkest moments of the war, when Putin faced the real possibility of defeat after his forces had been driven back in Ukraine.
When Western countries imposed crippling sanctions on Russia as punishment for its military aggression, China dramatically stepped up its purchases of Russian oil and sold Moscow dual-use items critical for producing military equipment, though it has stopped short of directly supplying weapons.
This bilateral bonhomie continued last week. After Putin and Xi presided over a grand military parade in Beijing showcasing flashy weapons systems, the two countries announced more than 20 bilateral cooperation deals in health, media and aerospace sectors, according to an official Chinese readout.
"Across the economic, security, political vectors of cooperation, it seems like Putin and Xi are really going ahead with deepening ties," said Philipp Ivanov, a China-Russia expert and founder of Geopolitical Risks and Strategy Practice, a consultancy. "This visit particularly has moved a couple of goalposts on both the economy and security."
But nowhere is the potential -- as well as the nagging challenges -- of the Russia-China relationship more evident than the energy trade.
Alexei Miller, CEO of majority state-owned Russian energy giant Gazprom, last week said that Russia and China signed a "legally binding memorandum" on the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline, a long-planned project which would transport gas from Russia to northeastern China via Mongolia. He also said they had brokered an agreement to increase capacity in the existing Power of Siberia pipeline, which started operations in 2019, and another pipeline.

Steam and oil-processing emissions rise from chimneys of the Omsk oil refinery, owned by a subsidiary of the Russian state-owned energy corporation Gazprom, in the Siberian city of Omsk, Russia, on Sept. 4. (Alexey Malgavko/Reuters)


It's far from a done deal, however. The pricing and financing details were not disclosed, and Beijing has still not confirmed the memorandum. Asked about the report last week, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun declined to comment, saying that "China and Russia carry out practical cooperation in various areas, including energy, under the principles of mutual respect and mutual benefit."
Joseph Webster, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council in Washington, said that he remains "skeptical that this power of Siberia 2 pipeline will ever materialize," due to challenges around pricing and financing, the potential international response, as well as China's domestic energy supply, which may reduce demand for Russian gas.
Expanding capacity and shipments on the existing pipeline, Webster said, was more likely because it is a far smaller investment with lower risk.
For analysts, the years-long negotiations on the pipeline, with China insisting on tough terms in its favor, are seen as a litmus test of the limitations of the deepening relationship.
"On Power of Siberia 2, [Putin] didn't get what he wanted and it's just putting a brave face on a reality where China still is not very interested unless it gets a very sweet price," said Gabuev. "And it's China setting the terms, not Russia."
Finance has also been a sphere of deepening bonds.
A Chinese ratings agency on Friday assigned its highest rating -- triple A -- to Gazprom, a move widely seen by analysts as paving the way for the Russian energy giant to fundraise in China.
Beijing is preparing to allow Russian energy companies -- which have been locked out of Western capital markets since Russia's invasion of Ukraine -- to fundraise on China's domestic bond market through "panda bonds," the Financial Times reported Sunday.
Sergey Radchenko, a historian of Russia and the Cold War at the Kissinger Center Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, said these reports suggest "a new level of assertiveness on the part of the Chinese [and an] almost more brazen willingness to deal with major Russian state entities" despite the risk of being caught up in Western sanctions.
Still, Radchenko urged caution until the panda bonds actually go on the market. "It's one thing ... to have the Chinese government bless this kind of transactions, and then another thing is for the banks to actually say, 'Yes, let's run with this,'" he added.
Putin was looking for more progress on financial cooperation going into the summit, analysts say. There was no breakthrough last week on Moscow's bid to persuade Beijing to enable Russians to use Chinese UnionPay banking cards issued by Russian banks abroad, a change which would allow Russians better access to the global financial system.
Putin said Friday the payment systems needed improvement, adding that the issue had been discussed at last week's meeting with Xi. "We are working on it, working intensively, financial institutions are involved and at the highest level, and on a commercial basis," he said at an economic forum in Russia's Far East.
Financial cooperation "has long been a knotty problem," said Wan Qingsong, research fellow at the Center for Russian Studies of East China Normal University. But it is crucial for the overall relationship.
"Without a breakthrough in finance, it will be hard for the bilateral investment and trade between China and Russia to advance to the next level," Wan said.

Russian performers in traditional costume dance and sing patriotic songs at an event promoting Made In Russia goods and relations with China on Aug. 28, at a shopping mall in Beijing. (Kevin Frayer/Getty Images)


There are already signs of strain. While the two leaders have extolled the massive surge in trade in recent years as a sign of the robust nature of the relationship, China's exports to Russia were down in August more than 16 percent year-on-year, while Russia's exports to China were down nearly 18 percent over the same period, according to Chinese customs data.
The commercial relationship also reinforces Russia's weaker position in the bilateral relationship, with the economic flows being far more important to Russia than for China. Russian trade accounted for only around 3 percent of China's total trade in August.
The recent cooperation also extends into the two country's muscular defense posturing, even as Putin shows no sign of letting up his devastating offensive on Ukraine. Russia on Tuesday killed at least 25 civilians lining up to collect pensions during an attack on  Yarova village in eastern Ukraine's Donetsk region.
That same day, the two countries -- along with Mongolia -- conducted a live-fire border defense exercise, according to Chinese state media. This came after Moscow and Beijing held their first joint submarine patrol in the Pacific last month, according to Russian state media.
Tourism is also opening up between the two countries: Starting next week, Russians will be able to visit China visa-free, while Putin recently hinted that Russia will reciprocate.
Just as Putin seems to have formed a personal friendship with Xi, the new immigration policy may allow the broader Russian and Chinese populations to develop more human connections, analysts say.
Ma Fengshu, director of Shandong University's center for Russian and Central Asian Studies, said that on his recent trips to Russia, he has noticed a surge in Chinese tourists there as Western tourism has dropped off. The Chinese interest in Russia is partly because of the country's shared communist history, he said, despite the period of chilly relations during the Cold War.
"After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Chinese have learned and co-opted a lot from the Soviets," said Ma. "Older generations in China, who grew up reading Soviet novels and watching Soviet movies, are especially curious about Russia and would love to go visit and see the country in person."
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Asia
Inside India's hidden war against one of the world's oldest insurgencies
As the Indian government escalates its campaign against Maoist rebels, villagers say the issues underlying the insurgency remain unresolved. 

Family members of teenagers Soma Modiyam and Anil Madavi, who were killed by Maoist rebels in the forests of Chhattisgarh, India, are seen June 29. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


By Karishma Mehrotra, Raunak Shivhare | 2025-09-11
KORCHOLI, India -- In an unmapped stretch of forest in this nation's vast interior, Indian security forces believe they have cornered the senior leaders of a tenacious guerrilla army.
The insurgents, originally inspired by Chinese Communist leader Mao Zedong, operated across roughly a third of India's districts as recently as 2008, according to government figures, taking root among underserved Indigenous communities. At its height, the "red corridor," as it was known, extended across the length of the country, manned by tens of thousands of Maoist rebels.
When Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won the central state of Chhattisgarh in 2023, Home Minister Amit Shah set a deadline: Eliminate the Maoists by 2026. As the date approaches, helicopters and drones have swarmed rebel strongholds once thought impenetrable, thinning their numbers to the hundreds and reducing their corridor to isolated pockets of resistance.
By the end of March, Shah said in a recent interview, "I am confident ... the entire country will be free of the [Maoist] menace."

The Post's Karishma Mehrotra explains how Maoist rebels in India's central Chhattisgarh state have weakened, but violence still persists in the region.


The Washington Post spent 10 days recently traversing Chhattisgarh, on foot and by motorbike, through thick mud, across monsoon-swollen rivers and along vanishing trails, to better understand the changing battle lines in this largely hidden war. The wilderness gave way to quiet villages where residents described killings and abuse -- by both Indian security forces and vengeful rebels.
In Bastar, the region at the heart of the conflict, villagers and activists said the insurgents have never been weaker. But violence still darkens their lives, they said, and those who advocate for Indigenous rights through peaceful means have been silenced by the state -- leaving the grievances underlying one of the world's longest-running armed struggles unresolved.
For local communities, "it has always been about defending their land," said Nandini Sundar, author of "The Burning Forest: India's War in Bastar." "And that is going to continue, whether in the form of being with the Maoists or not."
Nearly 12,000 people have been killed over decades of fighting, according to the South Asia Terrorism Portal. How many of the dead were rebels and how many civilians is disputed.
A senior police official in Bastar, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to the media, put it plainly: "The sad part is that life is very cheap here, for both their men and mine," he said.
Between the two armies, some have tried to chart a third path. In 2021, Indigenous activist Suneeta Pottam helped organize a youth-led grassroots movement that carried stories of injustice to faraway courtrooms and government halls, demanding demilitarization and community-led development.a
Now, she and her colleagues are behind bars. The war grinds on.

Streams flowing down from the iron ore mines in Chhattisgarh's Bailadila Hills are bright red in color, rendering them unfit for human use. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


In 1967, at the foot of the Himalayas, landlords killed a sharecropper, sparking a bow-and-arrow uprising that changed modern India.
The landless rebel farmers of Naxalbari and the region's communist leaders, who came to be known as Naxals, were inspired by Mao's "Little Red Book" and soon attracted a different class of recruits: doctors, engineers and college students radicalized by the Vietnam War and the social uprising in France.
In the 1980s, the group's leaders strategically relocated to the forests of central India, where Indigenous people, known as Adivasis, had resisted Mughal kings, British colonizers and the Indian forest department. Adivasis live atop some of the country's richest mineral reserves -- iron, bauxite, gold, diamonds and uranium -- and have long been confined to the margins of Indian society.
In these neglected areas, the Maoists established a "jungle government" -- punishing forest officials, demolishing state schools, settling marriage disputes and boycotting elections. They killed those who opposed them, including health workers, teachers and journalists.
Yet it wasn't just fear that allowed the Maoists to make inroads among the Indigenous, said anthropologist Alpa Shah, who walked 150 miles with rebels across eastern India in 2010.
The Adivasis "had been treated as savages, and here were people who didn't look down on them," she said.
The rebels made enemies as well, though. In 2005, an anti-Maoist group unleashed a wave of terror across Bastar -- torching villages, raping women and displacing some 150,000 people. State police recruited many of the vigilantes into their ranks, according to India's Supreme Court, which outlawed the group in 2011.
But a whole generation grew up in a cycle of retaliatory violence, trapped between insurgents and counterinsurgents, roadside government camps and Maoist-run forests.
Years later, some sought a different path.

Aita and Mangli Pottam, Suneeta Pottam's parents, in their kitchen in Korcholi. Their daughter, now imprisoned, is one of the founders of a now-banned activist group. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


Pottam was roughly 9 when she hauled buckets of water to douse the fires set by vigilantes in her village of Korcholi, according to her parents. At 18, she began documenting sexual assaults and police killings in Indigenous communities, carrying some cases all the way to the Supreme Court.
From the start, she was accused of being a rebel. If she were a Maoist, she said in 2018, "why would I be here fighting my case?"
In 2021, Pottam co-founded a resistance movement, called Mulwasi Bachao Manch (MBM), or Forum to Protect the Indigenous, catalyzed by a new security camp where police had shot three people. Its student members set up dozens of protest sites with printers and speakers. Pottam guided journalists through the jungle and worked alongside migrant farmers.
She emphasized police violence but also the region's polluted water, lack of schools and the ever-expanding security camps, which many locals view as a Trojan horse -- allowing the government to seize their land and the minerals beneath it.

Suneeta, left, and her sister Munni Pottam outside the Indian Supreme Court in New Delhi in 2018. They filed petitions challenging the extrajudicial executions of six people in Bijapur district in 2016. (Hindustan Times/Getty Images)


"She taught us how to fight," said Somlu Puname, from Kawad village, who attended MBM meetings.
When the BJP won Chhattisgarh and vowed to end the rebel threat, the security crackdown deepened. By the Maoists' own count, more than 350 of their fighters were killed last year, and only 13 of their senior leaders are still alive, down from 39 in 2004.
"Their backs are to the wall," said Bela Bhatia, a lawyer in Bastar.
Police say 3,000 Maoists have surrendered in recent years and that many are now a crucial part of their fighting force. "They know the jungle like the back of their hand," said Sundarraj Pattilingam, inspector general of police in Bastar, "and they know the Naxals' modus operandi."
But an increasing number of civilians have also been killed in the government offensive, according to activists, and those who speak out for them have been muzzled.
In June 2024, police stormed Pottam's home, tore her clothes and "violently dragged" her away, according to a letter from U.N. human rights experts to the Indian government. Her arrest, the authors feared, was "aimed at silencing her criticism of alleged human rights violations committed by the state and to ensure impunity."

Maase Sood with her husband, Baman Sodi, and their four children in Mudvendi village on June 28. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


Over decades of fighting, villagers say unarmed civilians have routinely been killed by security forces. Many, they say, are then falsely accused of being Maoists or dismissed as collateral damage. Indian officials say they target only rebel fighters and blame them for using villagers as "human shields."
"We are not bloodthirsty or trigger-happy," said Pattilingam, noting that 155 security personnel have been killed in Bastar since 2020. "A majority of the accusations against us are fabricated."
On Jan. 1, 2024, Maase Sood joined a group of neighbors to protect her trees from being destroyed by the construction of a new road cutting through their village of Mudvendi. In her arms was Mangli, her 6-month-old baby girl.
When gunshots rang out, she said, she clutched her baby as uniformed men swept past. "Where are the Naxals?" she remembers them shouting.
Then, Sood recalled, she felt a warmth run down her leg, and she looked down to find her swaddle soaked with blood. "It was the Naxals," soldiers shouted as she ran toward them. But there were no rebels in the area that day, according to Sood and several other witnesses, and no return fire.
Pattilingam said that Mangli was killed in "crossfire" and that the state gave monetary compensation to her parents. He did not respond to repeated requests for comment on the other allegations of police abuse detailed in this story.
The road, now complete, leads to a new security camp, one of more than 500 outposts the government has set up across the region, according to a June interview with Shah, the home minister.
"It was better when the Naxals were here," said Sood's husband, Baman Sodi. An unwired bulb hung above him as cicadas called. "These guys have come to kill us."

Commemorative headstones for fallen Maoist comrades in Todka village, near Korcholi in southern Chhattisgarh. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


Pedakorma village was once a stronghold of the Maoists. Their old checkpoints are now covered in monsoon mud. Rebels dug up the roads to slow the advance of Indian security forces, but in the end, they arrived here, too.
"What work will the police have," wondered a man in his 20s, "if they kill all the Naxals?" Like others in the village, he spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear for his safety.
Just days earlier, he said, police had beaten him with belts and sticks, accusing him of being a rebel. A week before that, Maoists had encircled the village, dragging several men into the forest for a torturous interrogation, villagers said. Before they left, they hanged three of their captives. Two were still students; one was 18, the other 13.
In a statement sent to local journalists, the Maoists called them "secret soldiers" for the police. "Anyone who does something similar will be met with the same punishment," the rebels warned.
The Maoists have called repeatedly for a ceasefire, most recently in April, but the government has refused to negotiate. "If they had peace talks ... all these lives wouldn't need to be lost," said Manish Kunjam, a Bastar activist.

Manish Kunjam, a Bastar activist, meets protesters at a sit-in in front of the offices of the state mining company on June 26. The protesters are demanding mining jobs for locals. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


Indian officials insist negotiations are a dead end, pointing to failed talks in the early 2000s. They say state forces are here not just to provide security but to pave the way for new schools, roads and cellphone towers.
People here suspect a different motive. "The security infrastructure is really answering to the mining companies, not to the people," said Shalini Gera, a lawyer in Chhattisgarh.

Sood builds a new fence around her family's home by herself using heavy wooden logs. (Arko Datto/For The Washington Post)


Pottam, now 27, continues her work behind bars. The superintendent of the Jagdalpur Central Jail declined a Post request to interview her in person or by phone.
She successfully petitioned to take her 10th-grade exam in jail and is now lobbying for a teacher, said Shreya Khemani, a friend who visited her in March. On Women's Day, when Pottam performed songs and skits about prison overcrowding and fabricated police cases, "there wasn't a dry eye in the audience," Khemani said.
Of the dozen cases against her, only two remain, according to her lawyers, Bhatia and Xitiz Dubey. At least 30 members of MBM have been arrested and several have been beaten, Bhatia said.
"They banned a whole generation of Bastar's leaders," said Sundar, the author.
Several Bastar activists and journalists conceded that it's possible MBM had ties to the Maoists, as officials have alleged in their prosecution of Pottam. "It's impossible to grow up here without Maoist connections," said one prominent activist, speaking on the condition of anonymity for security reasons.
Yet in targeting Pottam and others who advocate for nonviolence, said Gera, the lawyer in Chhattisgarh, the state "ends up legitimizing the Maoist claim that there is no other way than the gun."
Soni Suri was a teacher in 2011 when she was jailed for allegedly ferrying money for the rebels. Sitting in her home, she described more than two years of police torture, with stones forced into her genitals and electric shocks to her breasts. To this day, she said, she cannot bring herself to touch a light switch.
Years earlier, she had stopped Maoists from torching her school, a shelter for children displaced by anti-rebel vigilantes. "I escaped the Naxals," Suri said, "but I couldn't escape the government."
After her arrest, she said, many of her students were abandoned and became rebels.
"By calling everyone a Naxal, a Naxal, a Naxal, you will end up killing us all," she said.
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Asia
Trump offered to let S. Korean detainees stay, train U.S. workers, Seoul says
The 316 South Koreans arrested at the Hyundai-LG plant in Georgia are expected to return home Friday. The raid may chill investment in the U.S., South Korea's president said.

Detainees are made to stand against a bus before being handcuffed during a raid by federal agents in which over 300 South Koreans were among 475 people arrested at a Hyundai-LG plant in Ellabell, Georgia this month. (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement/Reuters)


By Michelle Lee | 2025-09-11
SEOUL -- President Donald Trump temporarily delayed the repatriation of more than 300 South Korean workers to South Korea after the Hyundai-LG raid in Georgia to explore whether they could stay in the United States to educate and train American workers, South Korean officials said Thursday.
The 316 South Koreans were released from their detention facility Thursday and are scheduled to arrive home Friday afternoon. They were initially set to leave on a chartered Korean Air flight Wednesday, the day that South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun met with Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington and requested their "swift release."
South Korean officials had attributed the delay to an issue on the American side, without elaborating.
Cho learned from Rubio that Trump had halted the release to "understand Seoul's position on whether they should stay to educate and train U.S. workers or return home, given that the detained South Korean nationals are all skilled workers," a South Korean Foreign Ministry official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe diplomatic discussions.
Cho told Rubio that Seoul wanted to bring the South Korean nationals home and they could return at a later date, according to the Foreign Ministry. Washington agreed to that, the ministry said.
The U.S. Embassy in Seoul had nothing additional to add, a spokesperson said, referring inquiries to the South Korean Foreign Ministry. The White House did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment.
Trump's apparent intervention underscores the contradictions that South Koreans have pointed out in the week since the raid: His administration wants advanced companies from countries like South Korea to invest in the United States but hasn't provided the visa framework to enable them to set up their high-tech factories.

A Korean Air charter plane at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta on Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


The arrest of 475 workers last week at the plant in Ellabell, Georgia, was the largest worksite enforcement operation to take place so far in Trump's second term. In addition to the 316 South Koreans, one requested to stay in the United States with their family.
The incident revealed questionable visa practices by South Korean companies and their subcontractors, who are building factories in the United States at the encouragement of multiple U.S. administrations to help revitalize American manufacturing and compete with China.
Industry officials say South Korean companies had sent workers under temporary visa waivers or on short-term business visas to help build and establish their high-tech factories because those highly skilled jobs are hard to find in the U.S. and long-term work visas are elusive.
South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said Thursday that the incident could have a chilling effect and make South Korean companies "very hesitant" about expanding their operations in the United States, especially without changes to the visa system.
"I think this will have a significant impact on direct investments in the United States moving forward," Lee said in a news conference.
"Our companies that have expanded overseas are probably very confused," he said. "We are not there for long-term research or employment. You need a facility manager to install the machinery and equipment when you establish a factory, right?"

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung at a news conference in Seoul on Thursday. (Kim Hong-Ji/Reuters/Pool/EPA/Shutterstock)


Lee said the two nations are negotiating ways to resolve the visa issue. In the meantime, he said, the U.S. government offered the choice to the Georgia plant detainees -- "those who don't want to go don't have to."
The South Korean nationals in Georgia were there to build the electrical vehicle battery plant, jointly operated by Hyundai Motors and LG Energy Solution, South Korean officials say. Hyundai has said that once the factory is fully operational, it will hire more than 8,000 employees and that 99 percent would be American jobs.
The raid sent shock waves through South Korea, where officials say they had repeatedly asked congressional leaders to resolve the visa issue for South Korean companies. The images of workers shackled and handcuffed during the raid have fueled outrage and confusion, especially given the Trump administration's embrace of South Korean business investments.
The visa statuses of the South Koreans are not clear. Homeland Security officials said some of the workers arrested in the raid had entered the country illegally, some were working in violation of their visas and some had overstayed their visas.
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Asia
U.S-China calls stoke expectations that Trump may soon meet Xi 
Marco Rubio and Pete Hegseth, the secretaries of state and defense, spoke with their Chinese counterparts less than a week after Beijing held a muscular military parade.

President Donald Trump, left, meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan, June 29, 2019. (Susan Walsh/AP)


By Katrina Northrop, Lyric Li | 2025-09-11
A rush of high-level diplomacy between United States and Chinese officials this week has stoked expectations that President Donald Trump will meet Chinese leader Xi Jinping as soon as next month, amid festering tensions over trade and defense.
Marco Rubio and Pete Hegseth, the secretaries of state and defense, spoke with their Chinese counterparts this week, underscoring both sides' desire to maintain communication, even after months of tariff brinkmanship.
The calls come less than a week after Xi assembled leaders from aligned countries for a grand military parade in Beijing that sent a strong message to Washington about China's bid for global leadership.
This week's meetings were "necessary groundwork for a potential leaders' meeting later this year," said Ryan Fedasiuk, a fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and former State Department China adviser.
Analysts have suggested that Xi and Trump might meet at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in South Korea next month.
Before such a meeting can happen, Fedasiuk said, "more work will need to be done," especially on persistent bilateral issues like tariffs, fentanyl and TikTok's ownership, where economic officials are more in the driver's seat.
Trump and Xi last spoke in June, when they each invited one another to visit their respective countries. The two countries are currently negotiating over tariffs, which are temporarily paused under a second 90-day truce until November.
China's foreign minister, Wang Yi, described the U.S. and China as "two giant ships" which need to move forward together, according to a Chinese readout of his Wednesday phone call with Rubio.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio meets with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during the 58th ASEAN Foreign Ministers' meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on July 11. (Mandel Ngan/via REUTERS)


The day before, Hegseth told Chinese Defense Minister Dong Jun that Washington does not "seek conflict with China," though he added that the U.S. will "resolutely protect" its interests in the Asia-Pacific, according to a U.S. readout.
Both Rubio and Wang expressed the importance of open communication to manage the critical relationship, according to the readouts.
But the Chinese foreign minister had some sharp words for Washington about "the recent negative words and deeds from the U.S. side" which "jeopardized China's legitimate rights and interests," he said. "The United States should exercise caution in its words and actions, especially on issues concerning China's core interests, such as Taiwan."
The two men had previously met in July in Malaysia.
The defense leaders -- who were speaking for the first time -- similarly emphasized the "candid" and "constructive" nature of their conversation. While Dong also pointed to the importance of the Taiwan issue, Hegseth made it clear that the U.S. is not "pursuing regime change or strangulation" of China.
Fedasiuk said Hegseth's statement was meant to clearly reassure Beijing about American intent. "Under Trump, the Chinese Communist Party has been seized with more acute fears about the scope of American ambition -- specifically, that the United States might somehow seek to provoke China or destabilize its political system," he said. "The statement by Secretary Hegseth is an effort to dispel those concerns."
The conversation follows Beijing's massive display of military might in last week's parade, where Xi and Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un stood side-by-side to take in the spectacle.
Zhang Jiadong, professor of international relations at Shanghai's Fudan University, said the parade "intensified the urgency for a dialogue between the U.S. and China" because it sent "a message that the U.S. should try a more direct and engaging approach to get a better appraisal of China's strategic intents."
More broadly, Zhang added, it is necessary for this week's talks to be followed up by more frequent and straightforward communication between the U.S. and China, including with a call or meeting between Trump and Xi.
"It is becoming increasingly necessary and urgent for China and the U.S. to have a broader and deeper-level communication," he said. "Only when China and the U.S. do that, can we reduce the risk of miscalculation, better manage crises, and achieve the goal of long-term peaceful coexistence."
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World
Greenlandic women detail Danish forced contraception program in new report
Denmark forced contraception on more than 350 Greenlandic Indigenous women and girls, who reported cases that date back to the 1960s.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, right, and Greenlandic Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen, in Denmark in April. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/AP)


By Maham Javaid | 2025-09-11
More than 350 Greenlandic women described nearly 500 incidents during which Danish health officials forced various modes of contraception on them -- largely without their consent or knowledge -- in a wide-ranging report released earlier this week.
While the report documents the testimonies and medical records of 354 women, the forced contraception campaign impacted nearly half of Greenland's childbearing population at the time, according to the Danish government, the Associated Press reported. The incidents described in Tuesday's report mostly occurred in the 1960s and '70s, with fewer cases occurring in the following two decades.
The Inuit women, some of whom were 12 years old or younger at the time, reported that they were summoned to hospitals where the majority of them were inserted with intrauterine devices. The devices, fitted in the uterus, prevent sperm from fertilizing an egg. Forty-three women reported that they were injected with Depo-Provera, a form of birth control. Women also reported incidents of abortion, oral contraceptives and sterilization in 35 cases.
The report comes amid efforts to examine Greenland's fraught political past as a colony of Denmark -- particularly as the Trump administration agitates to sway the country away from its former occupier and into the United States' orbit, with President Donald Trump repeatedly insisting on U.S. control over the island. In response, Denmark has attempted to repair its relationship with Greenland, including by apologizing for the practice of forced contraception.
A Danish podcast series, titled "Spiralkampagnen," which translates to "coil or spiral campaign" based on the shape of the IUDs, one of the first to break the news in 2022, found that about 4,500 intrauterine devices were inserted in Greenlandic girls and women between 1966 and 1980, according to the United Nations Regional Information Center for Western Europe.
Denmark colonized Greenland in the 18th century and continued to treat it as a colony until 1953. Today, Greenland is a self-governing territory of Denmark.
Involuntary contraception in Greenland is just one example of Denmark's broader program to radically change the way people lived on the island. In 1951, 22 Inuit children were separated from their families and sent to Copenhagen to learn Danish; only 16 returned to Greenland, and most of the children were negatively impacted by the experience, which is known as the Little Danes experiment. A few years later, Denmark took over land where Inughuit people, a Greenlandic tribe, hunted fox and polar bear to allow Americans to build air bases, The Washington Post reported in 2002. They also forcibly relocated fisherman from coastal villages into apartment blocks on the outskirts of Nuuk in an effort to reorganize fishing activities in the 1970s.
In 2022, Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen apologized to the six living victims of the Little Danes social experiment. "What you were subjected to was terrible; it was inhumane, it was unfair, and it was heartless," she said.
According to Tuesday's report, written by academics and researchers from the University of Greenland and the National Institute of Public Health at the University of Southern Denmark, the alleged purpose of the involuntary contraception was to limit population growth and the number of single mothers in Greenland by preventing pregnancies.
On average, those inserted with IUDs were 16.7 years old at the time, and the ones injected with birth control were 17.4 years old. Most of those who underwent the procedures were between 12 and 37 years old. Many reported that they were not given details about the medical procedures, and neither they nor their parents consented.
Many of the survivors said they faced debilitating pain during and after the procedures, often for years. Some say they were infertile for life afterward.
The independent investigation of the forced contraception cases was launched in 2022 by the Danish and Greenlandic governments. In 2024, about 150 Inuit women sued Denmark and filed compensation claims for a collective payment of close to 43 million Danish kroner, or 6.24 million U.S. dollars, for what they describe as a violation of their human rights, according to the Guardian.
In a joint apology statement in August, about a month before the report was published, the prime minister of Greenland, Jens-Frederik Nielsen, described the forced contraceptive procedures as "a dark chapter in our history," and said the government of Greenland, which took over control of its health sector from Copenhagen in 1992, had acknowledged its own responsibility in the forced contraception cases.
"We cannot change what has happened. But we can take responsibility," Frederiksen said in the statement, reported by the AP. "That is why I would like to say, on behalf of Denmark: Sorry."
There is global history of forced or coercive contraceptive procedures, many of them against Indigenous women. Multiple countries, including India, Peru, the United States and Canada have histories -- and in some cases current efforts -- of the government encouraging or forcing sterilization on women, which is typically done by cutting, sealing or removing a person's fallopian tubes or removing the uterus.
Forced sterilization is one form of involuntary contraception, according to UNAIDS, the Joint U.N. Program on HIV/AIDS.
Indonesia and China are two countries that have implemented forced contraception programs similar to the one the Danes imposed on Greenlandic girls and women. In Indonesia, health officials operating under then-President Suharto's government were later accused of coercive contraceptive practices such as forced injections and lack of consent, according to a study of Indonesia's family planning practices. The Chinese government has been accused of forcibly fitting contraceptive devices to and sterilizing Muslim Uyghur women as a way of limiting the population of the Uyghur community, BBC reported in 2020. China has denied the claims.
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Middle East conflict
Israel threatens 'enemies everywhere' after strike against Hamas in Qatar
 Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani, said in an interview with CNN that the Israeli strike in Doha was "state terror." 


Smoke rises from an explosion in Doha, Qatar, on Tuesday. (UGC/AP)


By Kareem Fahim, Louisa Loveluck, Heidi Levine, Lior Soroka | 2025-09-10
DOHA, Qatar -- A day after blasts boomed through Qatar's usually quiet capital, the subdued aftermath on a street Israel had pounded with munitions, aiming to kill senior Hamas leaders, belied the global firestorm the attack had stirred.
Security officers closed off the streets leading to the residential building where the militant group's leaders were targeted, in a district of grand villas and a number of foreign embassies. An ambulance, possibly there for the retrieval of remains, was parked a few meters from the house. Down the street was a boys' primary school. Around the corner was a mosque.
Of the six people reportedly killed in the attacks, none were believed to have been the targets. Hamas and Qatari officials both said that the son of the group's chief negotiator, Khalil al-Hayya, was among the dead. Others included bodyguards for the top leaders, as well as the director of al-Hayya's office, Hamas said.
They had gathered at the compound to discuss a U.S.-backed proposal for a ceasefire in Gaza. Throughout the war, Qatar has acted as a mediator between Hamas, Israel and the United States, helping broker negotiations for the release of some Israeli hostages, as well as a temporary increase in aid to Gaza earlier this year.
"I have no words to express how enraged we are from such an action. ... This is state terror," Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, who serves as both Qatar's prime minister and foreign minister, told CNN on Wednesday. "We are betrayed," he said.
After the new U.S. proposal was passed on to Qatar over the weekend, intermediaries did not hold out any hope that it would be more successful than other rounds. The U.S. was proposing that Hamas release the 48 remaining hostages, both dead and living, after which President Donald Trump would directly oversee negotiations for a permanent settlement and disarmament of the group.
But soon, the mediators found there was more "traction" among Hamas officials, according to a person briefed on the negotiations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive diplomacy.
On the night before the strike, Qatar had pressed Hamas to accept the proposal, while also talking to Israeli officials, the person said. The Hamas meeting Israel attacked was convened to discuss and provide feedback on the terms.
Now, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has "killed any hope for those hostages," Mohammed said in his interview with CNN, adding that "he needs to be brought to justice."
But even as Hamas insisted that its senior-most members were alive and well, the embattled group's most prominent leaders remained out of sight. One top official, Husam Badran, released a statement Wednesday saying the attack would "not influence our leadership's decisions ... on issues of concern to our people."
In Lebanon, the group's spokesman, Walid Kilani, said "the information we have is that the command is safe." He acknowledged that the leaders were unavailable, citing the "delicate" situation. "We do not hide our martyrs," he said, adding that, when Israel assassinated Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, "we announced right away that he was killed."
In Israel, reports suggested that military and intelligence officials were growing less confident about the strike's success. Israel's public broadcaster reported Wednesday that Israeli officials told their U.S. counterparts that "they were pessimistic about the operation's outcome."
Israel's Army Radio also reported that senior Israeli security officials had objected to the operation. An Israeli official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss with the media, described the attack in Doha as "poor timing."
But none of that stopped Israel's defense minister from vowing Wednesday to continue attacks on "enemies everywhere."
"There is no place where they can hide," Defense Minister Israel Katz said in a post on X. He added that if Hamas does not "accept Israel's terms for ending the war ... they will be destroyed, and Gaza will be leveled."
Israel has waged a punishing war in Gaza, launching its military campaign after Hamas attacked Israeli communities on Oct. 7, 2023, killing around 1,200 people and kidnapping about 250 others. Since then, more than 64,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza, according to the local health ministry. Now the military is moving to conquer Gaza City, an operation that will require the forced displacement of up to a million people from the enclave's largest metropolis.
Hours before Netanyahu authorized the Doha strikes Tuesday, the Israeli military ordered all residents of Gaza City to flee ahead of the looming ground campaign. In practice, this has meant leveling dozens of buildings and causing hundreds of deaths and injuries, according to residents, medical workers and relief officials. Many Israelis critical of how Netanyahu has waged the war warned that this offensive could further jeopardize the lives of the hostages still held by Hamas and its allies.
After news of the Doha strikes broke, the Hostage Families Forum, an umbrella group, said it now feared repercussions for its captive loved ones. Einav Zangauker, the mother of the hostage Matan Zangauker, said on social media that she was trembling with fear.
Vicky Cohen, the mother of Israeli hostage Nimrod Cohen, said that her message to Netanyahu would be: "Stop what you're doing," she said. "Bring our loved ones back home."
In Doha, employees at a small mall close to the stricken villa seemed mostly unaware of its high-profile occupants. Extensive damage to the building was lit by klieg lights Wednesday evening, and visible from a few blocks away.
When the munitions hit Tuesday afternoon, the employees thought the source of the explosion was a nearby petrol station. They lost track of the booms, they said, which rattled windows in a paint shop and a store selling high-end bicycles.
For Qatar's residents, the attack was the second shock in less than three months, after Iran's missile strikes in late June targeting a U.S. air base in the country. "I still had phobia from the last time," said Julius Borromeo, who worked in the bicycle store.
Mohammed Shahil, 22, has worked in the paint store since coming from India two months ago. "It is still safe here," he said. "I think.
Loveluck reported from London. Levine and Soroka reported from Tel Aviv.
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Europe
France welcomes new prime minister with 'block everything' protests
Protesters staged disruptive protests across France in a display of anger and discontent over the country's centrist government.

People take part in a demonstration at the Place de la Republique in Paris on Wednesday during a day of protests as part of a grassroots movement called "Bloquons Tout" ("Let's Block Everything"). (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


By Sammy Westfall | 2025-09-11
France got a new prime minister Wednesday, welcomed into office by some 175,000 "block everything" protesters across the country, who blocked roads and train stations and lit fires in demonstrations against budget cuts. At least 473 people were arrested, the Interior Ministry told reporters.
While the protests, which gained momentum on social media and united disparate political groups, fell short of blocking everything, they caused widespread disruption. Starting early in the day, 80,000 police officers were mobilized, the national police said. At least 262 street fires were set, the Interior Ministry said, as demonstrators voiced a generalized sense of frustration and economic discontent including over the centrist French government's austerity measures.
The protests fell on the first day in office for French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu, the country's fifth in less than two years, although they were scheduled before the previous government collapsed and Lecornu's inauguration was set. Lecornu attended his official handover ceremony at the Hotel Matignon, the prime minister's residence and office, on Wednesday afternoon as demonstrations raged.

New French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu shakes hands with outgoing Prime Minister Francois Bayrou at the end of the handover ceremony at the Hotel Matignon in Paris on Wednesday. (Ian Langsdon/Reuters)



Protesters at a demonstration at the Place de la Republique on Wednesday, part of the "Let's block everything" movement. (Ian Langsdon/AFP/Getty Images)



Residents push a car to save it from catching on fire from burning bins in the street during a demonstration in Nantes on Wednesday. (Sebastien Salom-Gomis/AFP/Getty Images)


In naming Lecornu, French President Emmanuel Macron chose a close ally -- a move protesters and critics see as a sign to expect more of the same. The previous prime minister, Francois Bayrou, submitted his resignation Tuesday, a day after Parliament voted to oust him, amid political turmoil that has only deepened since Macron dissolved the National Assembly and called snap elections in June 2024. The vote left Macron's government without a majority and powerless to adopt legislation without the backing of adversaries.
The discord is rooted in Macron's attempts to shore up the country's finances with proposed cuts that have sparked backlash and for which he has struggled to gather sufficient legislative support.
There's "a gap between real life and political life," Lecornu said in his handover ceremony address, which he kept brief, in recognition of "the current instability and crisis that we are going through," which he said "calls for humility and solemnity."
He struck a hopeful tone, however, saying "nothing is impossible" and that perhaps the government needs to be "more creative and also more technical" in closing the gap between the expectations of French voters and what Macron has described as the hard reality of the country' steep deficit.
Lecornu promised a "break in substance" and "not just in form and method" in government.

Protesters take cover from a water canon behind umbrellas in Lille in northern France on Wednesday. (Jean-Francois Badias/AP)



Demonstrators urge the crowd to sing while blocking a Carrefour supermarket with shopping carts in Perpignan in southeastern France on Wednesday. (Jc Milhet/AFP/Getty Images)



Protesters are surrounded by clouds of tear gas during a demonstration Wednesday in Lyon. (Jeff Pachoud/AFP/Getty Images)


Outside Paris, tens of thousands of protesters gathered for demonstrations across the country, including in Marseille and Lyon.
As online support for the nationwide protest gathered leading up to Wednesday's planned date, authorities braced for a potential replay of the start of the "yellow vest" movement in France, which brought out weekly demonstrations, sometimes leading to violent clashes with the police, that lasted over a year starting in late 2018 under an increasingly unpopular Macron.
That protest movement was initially launched against a proposed hike in fuel taxes, but later became a broader show of anger against Macron's presidency.
Annabelle Timsit contributed to this report.
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Europe
NATO says it scrambled fighter jets, shot down Russian drones over Poland
The military called the breach of Poland's airspace "unprecedented," and it triggered a request by Warsaw to consult with fellow NATO members.


A member of the Polish Army inspects a damaged house Wednesday after Russian drones violated Polish airspace. (Kacper Pempel/Reuters)


By David   Stern, Siobhan O'Grady, Aaron Wiener, Michael Birnbaum, Andrew Jeong | 2025-09-10
KYIV -- NATO fighter jets shot down Russian drones that violated Poland's airspace while Russia was attacking targets in Ukraine, NATO officials and Poland's military said Wednesday, in a rare clash between Moscow and militaries from the U.S.-led Western alliance.
The Russian action amounts to an unprecedented violation of Polish airspace and posed "a real threat" to Polish citizens, the Polish military's Operational Command said in a statement.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said that Polish F-16s, Dutch F-35s and Italian AWACS surveillance aircraft were involved in responding to the breach of Polish airspace, as well as a NATO air-to-air refueling tanker and a German Patriot air defense system.
Under Article 5 of the NATO treaty, an armed attack on one ally is considered an attack on all. The country under threat has to request that the common defense clause be invoked and the other 31 allies must unanimously agree to do so.
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said Poland, in coordination with NATO allies, had instead requested to activate Article 4 of the treaty, in which member states will consult on whether "the territorial integrity, political independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened."
Senior European policymakers -- many of whom said they believed that indications pointed toward the Russian incursion being deliberate -- said it may have been a test of NATO resolve and readiness. One said it may have been intended to check NATO antiaircraft response times.
"It lasted seven hours and there were 19 breaches, both from Belarus and Ukraine," Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski said in a text message. Belarusians "seemed to have advance knowledge," Sikorski said.
Polish aircraft were scrambled, according to a statement from Polish Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz. The country's territorial defense forces were activated to conduct ground searches for the downed drones, he added.
In an address Wednesday morning to the Polish Parliament, Tusk said the first violation of Polish airspace was recorded around 11:30 p.m. Tuesday, and the last was detected around 6:30 a.m. "That gives you an idea of   the scale," he said. "It lasted all night."

Gen. Wieslaw Kukula, chief of the general staff of the Polish Armed Forces, and Marek Boron, commander in chief of police, attend a government meeting Wednesday in Warsaw, following violations of Polish airspace. (Kacper Pempel/Reuters)


Tusk said 19 violations were recorded, though figures were not final, and that three drones were confirmed shot down, with a fourth  probably downed as well.
According to Tusk, this was the first time drones entering Polish airspace came from Belarus rather than Ukraine. "What is new is the direction from which the drones violating Polish airspace came -- for the first time in the history of this war, they did not come from over Ukraine [but] a significant portion of these drones flew over Poland directly from Belarus," he said.
The Russian charge d'affaires in Poland, Andrei Ordash, dismissed the allegations of violations of Polish airspace. "We consider the accusations groundless," he told Russian news agency RIA Novosti. "No evidence that these drones are of Russian origin has been presented."
Russia's Ministry of Defense said "no targets on Polish territory were planned," when asked about the incident, but said that it had launched a major assault on western Ukraine.
President Donald Trump on Wednesday offered a cryptic expression about the airspace violation, writing on Truth Social, "What's with Russia violating Poland's airspace with drones? Here we go!"
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment about whether Trump planned to speak to Russian President Vladimir Putin or take other action. One senior U.S. official focused on security issues said it was unclear what Trump meant.
But Republican hawks in Congress sought to capitalize on the moment to push a tougher stance on Russia.
"I completely agree with President @realDonaldTrump's sentiment in response to Russia's insane violation of Polish airspace for hours, deploying multiple drones," Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) wrote on X. "Mr. President, Congress is with you. We stand ready to pass legislation authorizing bone crushing new sanctions and tariffs that can be deployed at your discretion. Our goal is to empower you as you deal with this mounting threat."
Rep. Joe Wilson, (R-South Carolina) called the incursion "an act of war" in a post on X and said he had introduced legislation to punish Russia by "cutting off all trade with this terrorist dictatorship." Wilson urged Trump to respond by providing more arms to Ukraine.
At NATO headquarters in Brussels, Rutte commended the "very successful reaction by NATO" to the Russian incursion, including actions by Polish, Dutch, Italian and German forces.
Rutte, speaking Wednesday morning after a meeting of the North Atlantic Council, the alliance's political decision-making body, said that "allies expressed solidarity with Poland and denounced Russia's reckless behavior." An assessment of the situation is ongoing, he said.
"Allies are resolved to defend every inch of allied territory," Rutte added.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, writing on social media, said that the violation of Polish airspace was "an extremely dangerous precedent for Europe" and reiterated calls for Ukraine's supporters to increase sanctions against Moscow.

Police and military police secure parts of a damaged UAV shot down by Polish authorities at a site in Wohyn, Poland, on Wednesday. (Rafal Niedzielski/AP)


He said that "at least eight" Iranian-designed Shahed drones were aimed in the direction of Poland. "Not just one Shahed, which could be called an accident," he said. "Moscow always tests the limits of what is possible and, if it does not meet a strong reaction, remains at a new level of escalation."
As the investigation continued, Beata Syk-Jankowska, a spokeswoman for the regional prosecutor's office in Lublin, Poland, said at a news conference that so far no explosives had been found in the recovered drone debris, according to Polish media. Syk-Jankowska described the downed UAVs as Gerbera drones, a cheap dummy version of the Shahed attack drones.
In Ukraine, even as many expressed solidarity with Poland, some commentators noted that Poland had experienced only a small taste of the war that has unfolded in Ukraine since 2022 -- and was able to respond with the full backing of NATO and its powerful weaponry. Ukraine shot down hundreds of Russian drones during the same night, in many cases relying on antiquated machine guns because of shortages in advanced air defense systems.
"All these statements about the success of shooting down four drones in Poland look ridiculous compared to the fact that Ukraine shot down a hundred times more targets during the same attack. Yes, thanks to weapons from NATO countries -- weapons that are in very short supply," said Maria Kvitka, a Ukrainian defense consultant who works on foreign military assistance
The U.S. military maintains 10,000 troops in the western Polish city of Poznan, and the incident prompted a bipartisan chorus of criticism against Russia in Washington.
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) said  Putin was testing the resolve of the United States to protect Poland and the Baltic nations. "After the carnage Putin continues to visit on Ukraine, these incursions cannot be ignored," he wrote on X.
Kaja Kallas, the European Union's foreign affairs chief, said this was "the most serious European airspace violation by Russia since the war began, and indications suggest it was intentional, not accidental."
In November 2022, a projectile that NATO determined to be an errant Ukrainian air defense missile launched in response to Russian strikes landed on Polish territory, killing two people.
Romania also reported fragments of Russian drones landing in its territory in 2023 but did not invoke Article 5.
The incidents over Poland come as Moscow has escalated its air attacks on Ukraine, launching its largest to date on Sunday, with more than 800 drones and 13 missiles. The hours-long attack hit the main government building in Kyiv for the first time in the war and killed at least three people.
The overnight Russian attack that included the violation of Polish airspace included 415 drones, 42 cruise missiles and one ballistic missile  and struck multiple Ukrainian regions, including Kyiv, Ukraine's air force said.
Air raid sirens blared in Kyiv while explosions and machine gunfire echoed through the capital as air defense units tried to shoot down the Shahed drones. Residents rushed to bomb shelters or hunkered down in hallways and bathrooms as warnings circulated that Russia was preparing for another massive combined missile and drone strike on Ukraine.

The Ukrainian air defense fires at Russian drones above Kyiv on Wednesday. (Sergei Supinsky/AFP/Getty Images)


After a wave of deadly recent attacks on civilians, including one on Tuesday afternoon that killed at least 25 civilians waiting in line for their pensions in an eastern village, Kyiv is urging Europe and the U.S. to act on past promises to intensify sanctions on Russia.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha wrote on X that the appearance of Russian drones in Poland shows "that Putin's sense of impunity keeps growing because he was not properly punished for his previous crimes. ... The longer he faces no strength in response, the more aggressive he gets."
"A weak response now will provoke Russia even more -- and then Russian missiles and drones will fly even further into Europe," he added.
Sybiha urged NATO countries to use their air defense systems to intercept drones and missiles flying into Ukraine.
"Russia is trying and seeing what happens. There has been a major escalation after Beijing meetings last week," said a senior European diplomat, speaking on the condition of anonymity to talk frankly about a sensitive security matter. "It's a Russian play. They want to see if we react and how. It's therefore imperative now to come with the strongest sanctions, ideally in sync with the U.S."
Poland is one of several NATO member countries sharing a border with Russia. It invests more than 4 percent of its gross domestic product on defense, more than any other NATO member. In recent years, it has been on a weapons splurge, purchasing tanks, rocket systems and fighters from the U.S. and South Korea. Polish officials have said they intend to double the country's military to 300,000 troops.
Poland has faced political divisions after a new president, Karol Nawrocki, took office last month. Nawrocki won the presidency with the backing of the conservative, E.U.-skeptic Law and Justice party, threatening to block and stall Tusk's centrist agenda.
But on Wednesday, Tusk said he spoke with Nawrocki, and they were working in tandem.
"The president, the ministers and I are determined to act as one," Tusk said, according to Polish media. "In times like these, we must pass the test of unity."
Jeong reported from Seoul, Wiener from Berlin, and Birnbaum from Washington. Serhiy Morgunov in Kyiv, Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, and Niha Masih in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Europe
Tea with dad -- Prince Harry meets King Charles for first time in 19 months 
The last time the pair met was in February 2024, the day after the palace announced that Charles was receiving treatment for an undisclosed form of cancer.

Britain's Prince Harry leaving a visit to the Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College London on Wednesday. (Suzanne Plunkett/AP)


By Karla Adam | 2025-09-10
LONDON -- Buckingham Palace confirmed that Prince Harry met with his father, King Charles III, for tea at Clarence House on Wednesday -- their first meeting since Harry publicly said that his father wasn't speaking to him and that he hoped for a reconciliation.
Harry, the Duke of Sussex, is in the United Kingdom on a four-day trip to support a number of charities. It had not been clear if he and his father would see each other.
The last time the pair met was in February 2024, the day after the palace announced that Charles was being treated for an undisclosed form of cancer.
Harry flew to London at the time, but their meeting was reportedly brief. Although they did not see each other for the next 19 months, Harry returned to the U.K. on a handful of occasions during that time for court hearings and charity engagements.
In a BBC interview in May, Harry had said that he wanted a "reconciliation" with the royal family but claimed that his father had refused to speak because of a legal dispute over his personal protection while in the United Kingdom. The interview came shortly after Harry lost an appeal to reinstate the level of security he had in Britain when he was a "working royal."
Charles "won't speak to me because of this security stuff," he told the BBC, adding that he did not want to keep fighting and did not "know how much longer my father has."

Prince Harry arrives at Clarence House on Wednesday in London. (Ben Montgomery/Getty Images)


Harry began his current trip on Monday by visiting Windsor, where he laid flowers and a wreath on the final resting place of his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II.
Harry was not traveling with his wife or children, having previously said that, given his security arrangements, "I can't see a world in which I would bring my wife and children back to the U.K."
Relations between Prince Harry and the royal family have been strained since Harry stepped away from royal duties in 2020. Talk of a possible thaw gathered pace in July -- when senior aides to Charles and Harry were photographed in conversation, dubbed a "secret peace summit" by British tabloids.
But it may still be early days. The British media noted that Harry's tea with Charles lasted just 55 minutes, carefully timing the arrival and departure of his black Range Rover outside of Clarence House.
And there has been no suggestion that Harry met up with his older brother, Prince William. They are said to be estranged.
Still, Harry's speeches at charity events this week have been pored over for possible hints on family relations.
At one event, Harry joked about sibling tensions and asked one teen if his brother drove him mad. When the teen replied, "No, we get on fine," Harry laughed and said, "You know what -- siblings."
Speculation over a father-son meeting mounted Tuesday when it was announced that Charles was flying back to London from Balmoral, the monarch's summer residence in Scotland. Charles will return to Balmoral on Thursday.
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World
For first time, more children obese than underweight, UNICEF finds 
Child obesity, once associated with wealthy countries, has become increasingly common in parts of the world where undernutrition was once more prevalent.

An Indonesian student's free lunch at a junior high school in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, last month. (Hotli Simanjuntak/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Tobi Raji | 2025-09-10
For the first time, more school-age children and adolescents worldwide are obese than underweight, according to U.N. findings -- a trend driven in large part by a rapid increase in obesity among young people in low- and middle-income countries over the past quarter-century, even in places where undernutrition persists.
In wealthy countries such as the United States, where childhood obesity has long been comparatively prevalent, increases were less sharp, according to the Child Nutrition Report published by UNICEF, the U.N. Children's Fund.
Nearly 1 in 10 school-age children worldwide are obese, the report found.
The proportion of overweight children defined as obese is rising, the report found. In 2022, 42 percent of young people ages 5 to 19 who were overweight were considered obese -- up from 30 percent in 2000.
Based on data from more than 190 countries and UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the World Bank Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates, the report found that the prevalence of undernutrition among children ages 5 to 19 has declined since 2000, from nearly 13 percent to 9.2 percent, while obesity rates rose from 3 percent to 9.4 percent during that same time period, in concert with a rise in global sales of ultra-processed foods and beverages.
Low- and middle-income countries including South Africa, Peru and China have seen their share of overweight and obese children more than double since 2000, the report said.
UNICEF defines overweight and obesity across different ages in terms of standard deviations from WHO medians for child growth under optimal conditions. While undernutrition is often a more acute concern, in terms of health risk and developmental impacts, child obesity comes with increased risk of Type 2 diabetes, eventual heart disease and other long-term health problems, research shows. Whether obesity should be understood as a risk factor or a spectrum of illness, and how it should be defined, remains a matter of controversy.
Overweight and obesity numbers among children began leveling off in the U.S. in the 1980s and 1990s once the ultra-processed food and beverage industry saturated the market, supplanting fresh and less-processed foods in people's diets, said Harriet Torlesse, a nutrition specialist with UNICEF and the lead writer of the report. Overweight and obesity rates began rising in low- and middle-income countries in the early 2000s after the industry moved into those areas, she said.
"The leading driver [of] this change is how unhealthy food environments have become," Torlesse said. "These are the spaces where children live, where they play, where they learn, and they are becoming swamped with unhealthy foods and beverages, the marketing of those beverages, which makes it extremely difficult for nutritious foods to compete."
The data showed that across 171 countries, 75 percent of children and adolescents had been exposed to advertisements for sugary drinks, snacks or fast food during the previous week, Torlesse said.
Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East and North Africa, and North America round out the top three regions with the highest prevalence of overweight children and adolescents, according to the report. Worldwide, East Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, and South Asia account for more than half of all children and adolescents who are overweight. Meanwhile, the rise in the number of overweight children and adolescents appears to be leveling off in North America and Western Europe, the report found.
Childhood obesity is more difficult to reverse and has a greater risk of serious health conditions than being overweight.
"When we talk about malnutrition, we are no longer just talking about underweight children," UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell said in a statement accompanying the report. "Obesity is a growing concern that can impact the health and development of children. Ultra-processed food is increasingly replacing fruits, vegetables and protein at a time when nutrition plays a critical role in children's growth, cognitive development and mental health."
Many schools worldwide serve processed and deep-fried food and sugar-sweetened beverages, and retailers disproportionately expose children in poorer neighborhoods to unhealthy foods and beverages, such as at entrances and within children's reach or at eye level, all while online grocery stores and food delivery apps continue to expand their reach, making it easier for children to access ultra-processed and fast food, the report said. These trends have become global in recent decades.
Demand for GLP-1 weight-loss medications, including for children, has skyrocketed in recent years in the United States. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved some GLP-1 weight-loss drugs for use in children. The American Academy of Pediatrics has recommended use of the drugs for children ages 12 and up with obesity and, in some cases, for children as young as 8.
But Torlesse said such GLP-1 medications don't fix the root causes of obesity, and come with concerns about cost and unequal access to treatment.
The report offers eight recommendations intended to limit children's exposure to ultra-processed food and beverages, including adopting policies such as taxes on unhealthy foods and beverages and raising awareness of the harm of having an ultra-processed diet.
"We haven't got things the right way around. Prevention is always, always a priority, and must be the focus of attention," Torlesse said.
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Media
NPR names Thomas Evans as top editor amid cash crunch
NPR names Thomas Evans as top editor amid cash crunch

NPR's headquarters in D.C. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-09-11
Months into a financial crisis brought on by President Donald Trump's successful effort to strip public media of federal funding, NPR named a new top editor on Thursday to guide it forward.
Thomas Evans, known as Tommy, will be the public radio giant's editor in chief, succeeding Edith Chapin, who left in July, days after the rescission bill passed in Congress.
"NPR's mission is as important today as it ever has been," Evans wrote in a statement. "Its value is built on the finest journalists in the nation, and I am proud to have been asked to lead this newsroom at this crucial time as we continue to serve our listeners and the pursuit of truth."
Evans is a relative newcomer to NPR, joining the organization in 2024 to run a new editorial review team. NPR set up the team as a "backstop" for stories after the organization came under extensive criticism by former editor Uri Berliner in an essay in the Free Press, criticizing NPR's lack of "viewpoint diversity."
Before NPR, Evans ran CNN's London bureau and was a vice president in charge of newsgathering. He joined the cable network in 2001.
NPR also made another appointment with an eye on mending relations with government, elevating its top government affairs official, Marta McLellan Ross, to be chief of staff. McLellan Ross is an alumna of the Defense Logistics Agency and the U.S. Agency for Global Media, where she worked on legislative affairs efforts.
In July, congressional Republicans voted to strip the Corporation for Public Broadcasting of all $1.1 billion of federal funding previously appropriated for public media over the next two years. That money goes mainly to NPR and PBS stations, especially those in rural areas without broad networks of listener or major donor support.
While NPR got only 1 percent of its annual budget from direct CPB funding, it relies heavily on member-station dues -- and therefore would be hit hard by the dire health of those stations. CPB has since announced it's shutting down operations, leaving a gap in procuring infrastructure and music licensing for public media.
"Although the loss of federal funding is devastating for many people, certainly in terms of longer-term impacts on universal access across the nation, NPR itself is positioned to have runway to withstand operational changes and business model evolution," NPR CEO Katherine Maher told The Washington Post in an August interview.
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Economy
Stagflation concerns rise with increased inflation and jobless claims
The consumer price index rose in August at a 2.9 percent annual rate, up from July. Jobless claims rose to the highest level since 2021, as the labor market weakens.

The Labor Department said higher food prices put a strain on consumers' wallets last month. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman, Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2025-09-11
Inflation heated up in August to the fastest pace since January as weekly jobless claims climbed to their highest level in nearly four years -- fueling worries the economy is sliding into a stagflationary mix of rising prices and weakening growth.
The Labor Department said Thursday that higher housing and food prices put a strain on consumers' wallets last month, while overall inflation rose to a 2.9 percent annual rate. Separately, new applications for weekly unemployment benefits jumped to 263,000 last week, the highest since October 2021.
The twin reports could present a thorny challenge for the Federal Reserve, which meets next week to consider its first rate cut of the year -- a move President Donald Trump continues to push. But stubborn inflation and a softening labor market complicate the choice: Lower borrowing costs could fuel the economy in ways that keep price pressures elevated.
Concerns over stagflation -- rising prices alongside slowing growth -- are likely to intensify, said Stephen Kates, a financial analyst at Bankrate. While the sharply cooling job market may still dominate the Fed's immediate focus, "it no longer guarantees a full cycle of multiple rate cuts," he said.
"Mild stagflation is our baseline," Skanda Amarnath, executive director of Employ America, a left-leaning policy organization, said this week. He added that the chance of a recession over the next year is higher than usual, though it's not the most likely outcome.
New jobless claims jumped by 27,000 in the week ending Sept. 6, compared to the week before, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, led by a jump in claims in Texas possibly tied to catastrophic floods over the summer. That report builds on a grim outlook for the labor market, after a separate monthly report on hiring showed weaker-than-expected payroll growth in August.
Investors widely expect a September rate cut, and U.S. stocks were trading higher late morning, after the release of the inflation data was largely in line with economists' expectations.
Thursday's consumer prices report showed that "core" inflation, which strips out food and energy and is viewed as a steadier gauge of underlying pressures, rose 3.1 percent from a year earlier -- matching July's pace. If monthly gains firm over the coming months, some economists warn annual inflation could approach 4 percent by year's end.
On a monthly basis, prices rose 0.4 percent -- a bit hotter than expectations. Higher shelter costs were the largest factor in the monthly rise, and food prices also jumped 0.5 percent.
Despite the president's sweeping tariff actions, higher costs have filtered into consumer prices more slowly than some analysts expected. Many duties didn't take effect until weeks or months after they were announced, and companies rushed to stockpile goods before the levies hit -- though those inventories are now largely depleted.
Earlier this summer, consumer prices began rising across a broader range of goods and services. June data pointed to notable increases in imports such as cosmetics, shoes and toys, as well as medical care. In July, furniture prices -- heavily exposed to tariffs -- jumped 0.9 percent, while tomato prices, hit by duties on Mexican imports, surged 3.3 percent. Last month, apparel prices rose 0.5 percent and used car and truck prices rose 1 percent. New vehicle prices ticked higher after four straight months of declines or no changes.
"Tariff pass-through is going to be gradual into 2026," said Matt Bush, U.S. economist at Guggenheim Investments. "Eventually it will fade by the end of next year ... but in the meantime it's going to keep inflation at a sticky level."
The inflation picture is complicated by signs of cooling elsewhere in the economy. Wholesale prices -- which measure what companies and producers pay for goods and services -- unexpectedly ticked down in August, an unexpected development suggesting some price pressures might actually be easing.
In the labor market, fresh revisions to government data show U.S. employers added far fewer jobs over the summer than initially reported, underscoring a loss of momentum in hiring. The Labor Department said Tuesday that businesses had created 911,000 fewer jobs from April 2024 through March 2025 than earlier estimates suggested -- evidence the slowdown was already underway even before Trump's sweeping new tariffs and immigration policies began squeezing business costs.
The jump in new filings for jobless benefits may signal a pickup in layoffs.
"The latest jobless claims data, along with other recent labor market indicators, show signs of a more vulnerable job market and will lead the Federal Reserve to lower interest rates at its meeting next week," said Nancy Vanden Houten, lead U.S. economist at Oxford Economics, in an analysts' note.
However some economists argue that the labor market is still mostly solid. Layoffs remain low and the unemployment rate is relatively stable, even as labor supply has dwindled in response to the immigration crackdown.
Lower levels of immigration could mean that fewer new jobs are needed to keep the unemployment rate stable. Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell last month described the dynamic of softening labor supply and demand as a "curious kind of balance" in the jobs market.
Powell, while opening the door to a possible rate cut this month, has also suggested that tariff-driven price increases could prove temporary -- more of a one-off jump than a lasting source of inflation -- even as he warned that the effects could take months to filter through the economy.
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Media
Federal judge curbs DHS force against journalists in L.A.
The judge cited an "avalanche of evidence" that ICE and Border Patrol agents violated the rights of reporters covering protests of immigration raids.

Demonstrators during the "No Kings" nationwide protest in downtown Los Angeles in June. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-09-11
A federal judge in Los Angeles imposed sweeping restrictions barring federal agents with the Department of Homeland Security from using crowd-control weapons against journalists.
U.S. District Judge Hernan D. Vera issued a preliminary injunction Wednesday night after determining that agents from Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Customs and Border Protection and the Federal Protective Service -- all part of DHS -- retaliated against journalists covering protests that broke out earlier this summer about the Trump administration's immigration raids in Southern California.
Vera found that DHS agents fired tear gas and other less-lethal rounds -- such as rubber bullets and pepper balls -- at people who were clearly marked as journalists. The judge noted that plaintiffs brought at least 50 credible claims that agents used crowd-control weapons on journalists, observers and protesters from June 6 to July 10.
"Under the guise of protecting the public, federal agents have endangered large numbers of peaceful protesters, legal observers, and journalists -- as well as the public that relies on them to hold their government accountable," Vera wrote. "The First Amendment demands better."
A DHS spokesman earlier said the First Amendment protects speech and peaceful assembly, "not rioting." Although the government alleged that journalists participated in violent protests, the judge said its attorneys failed to present a "shred" of evidence to support that claim.
"I've spent countless hours compiling evidence of police misconduct toward journalists in Los Angeles. The attacks this summer have been relentless," said Adam Rose, press rights chair of the Los Angeles Press Club, the lead plaintiff in the case. "This decision affirms our right to be free from violence while doing our jobs."
A DHS spokesperson didn't respond to a request for comment.
The order applies to seven counties in California, including Los Angeles and Orange counties. It prohibits federal agents from DHS from "dispersing, threatening, or assaulting" anyone they know or think is a member of the media. Any crowd-control measures will require two audible warnings to those in the area unless there is a serious threat.
Former CBP commissioner Gil Kerlikowske, who served during the Obama administration and testified as an expert witness for the plaintiffs, called the restrictions "workable" and said they would still allow officers to protect public safety.
The plaintiffs, which also include individual journalists and their unions, also sued the Los Angeles Police Department and L.A. County Sheriff's Department with similar allegations. In July, Vera issued a temporary restraining order against the LAPD, barring its officers from blocking media access to protests, detaining journalists and using less-lethal munitions against them.
His injunction Wednesday is the first major legal action against federal agents who were deployed by President Donald Trump against protests of immigration raids, which were also carried out by DHS  personnel.
Vera's ruling comes two days after the Supreme Court lifted limits on immigration raids in the Los Angeles area. The justices lifted a ruling by Vera's colleague, U.S. District Judge Maame Ewusi-Mensah Frimpong -- also a Biden appointee -- who found there was a "mountain of evidence" that authorities were conducting unlawful raids against low-wage workers based on their presumed ethnicity.
Vera used similar language in his ruling, saying there was an "avalanche of evidence" that agents violated the First Amendment rights of journalists as well as those of legal observers and protesters.
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Business
Pessimism among job seekers is the worst in a decade
Workers feel awful about their chances of finding new jobs. Recent data from the New York Federal Reserve highlights the reality for those out of work amid the most stagnant labor market in years.

(iStock)


By Taylor Telford | 2025-09-11
In the seven months since he was laid off from his position as a lead training specialist for TikTok, Ryan Marrero has applied to more than 150 jobs, which have netted him six recruiter calls and only four interviews. He's recently started applying to customer service roles, even though it would be "a step backward" for his career.
Before this, the last time Marrero, 40, was on the job market was in 2021. It was tough going then, too, but "at least then I was getting recruiter calls," he said. Now, the whole process feels "a lot less personal and a lot more mechanical." Despite spending hours each day tailoring resumes and applications to get past artificial intelligence screening tools he knows many employers are using, Marrero estimates that he hears nothing back from 90 percent of the places he applies. All the ghosting, rejection and living in limbo is taking a toll on his mental health.
"It doesn't seem like anybody's hiring new people." Marrero said. "It's almost like there's nothing out there."
Marrero's struggles reflect the frustrating realities for those braving the most stagnant labor market the United States has seen in years. A rare and vexing blend of forces -- low unemployment and job quits, slowly rising layoffs, and sluggish hiring -- means there are fewer opportunities, resulting in some of the toughest job-hunting conditions since the 2008 financial crisis.
Fresh data released by the New York Federal Reserve this week underscores the hardship in the labor market: Job seekers are feeling the worst about their prospects since 2013, when its Center for Microeconomic Data first started studying the trend. Job-finding sentiment plummeted by 5.8 percentage points in a single month to 44.9 percent in its August survey of consumer expectations.
Allison Shrivastava, an economist with the job site Indeed, said those with jobs are sticking with them. "But if you're trying to get a different job or enter the labor market for the first time, you've probably not been feeling great for a while now," she said.
Currently, the labor market is "frozen, a deer in the headlights," Shrivastava added. "Everything is just staying put."
Job ads created in the past month, which economists see as a key gauge of current hiring intentions, suggest employers are still posting some positions. But they're either filling or withdrawing them quickly, leaving fewer listings overall.
It's striking given that the economy is only a few years removed from one of the hottest labor markets in recent history, Shrivastava noted. Unemployment, which rose to 4.3 percent in August, according the Bureau of Labor Statistics, has just come up from historic lows and remains above what economists deem "full employment."
"Companies may not be letting go of workers yet, but they're not hiring either," Shrivastava said. "There's a lot of uncertainty -- when that happens businesses can't plan ahead, everything kind of just freezes up, and that's really where we are."
This period illustrates "just how important churn is to the labor market," according to Shrivastava, because "you need people leaving their jobs and going to better jobs."
A "very unusual" amalgam of factors is combining to create the perfect storm of stagnation, according to Lisa K. Simon, chief economist at Revelio Labs. Uncertainty around interest rates and tariff policy -- compounded by the immigration crackdown and a dimming economic outlook -- is making it challenging for businesses to plan.
Simon also noted that "some automation through new technologies ... [is] allowing companies to do more with less and to hold on to existing employees as opposed to hiring more." But it's hard to pin down exactly how much of current conditions can be traced back to rising automation, she added.
Meanwhile, employee confidence in employers has sunk to its lowest level in a decade according to Revelio's data, while job postings have declined to levels not seen since 2021, Simon noted.
"Today's picture, with low churn across all margins, is closer to a labor market in 'pause mode' rather than one in free fall," Simon said.
Younger workers and other trying to enter the labor force for the first time are "facing the steepest barriers, since entry-level openings are often the first to be cut back," Simon said, adding that those workers are also more likely to be overrepresented in the job search pool.
"Economic uncertainty, difficult politics and policy shifts mean companies are less likely to hire quickly, if at all," said Andrew Challenger, chief revenue officer at Challenger, Gray and Christmas, a firm that tracks workforce reductions.
It's been a long time since the outlook was this tough for those searching for work, Challenger said, noting that "a lot of current data is harking back to the recovery period after the Great Recession." The legacy of that financial crisis has been that companies often "tighten their belts through layoffs or other cost-saving measures well before their bottom lines are hit," he added.
"Employers want to report financial strength to appease shareholders, as well as have a cash reserve to weather uncertainty," Challenger said.
Layoffs are on the rise, with more than 800,000 job cuts announced by employers this year to date. That's the highest January-to-August total since 2020, when pandemic-era downsizing pushed layoffs to record levels, according to Challenger's estimates.
It's unlikely that the picture will brighten soon, Challenger said, noting that the firm expects hiring will continue to stall and "we could in fact see more layoffs."
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Economy
Judge temporarily halts firing of Fed governor Lisa Cook; Trump administration appeals
The Justice Department is appealing a federal judge's ruling that temporarily blocked President Donald Trump from removing Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell and board member Lisa Cook attend an open meeting of the Board of Governors on June 25. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-09-10
The Justice Department on Wednesday appealed a federal judge's ruling that temporarily blocked President Donald Trump from removing Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook, an early victory in her push to remain on the central bank board while she challenges the president's authority to dismiss her.
The White House had earlier signaled that it would appeal the case, which is drawing intense attention in Washington, with the Fed's independence on the line.
Trump moved to fire Cook last month, citing allegations by a member of his administration that she had committed mortgage fraud. No criminal charges have been filed, and Cook denies wrongdoing. She sued to stop Trump from ousting her.
The president is legally allowed to remove members of the Federal Reserve Board "for cause," a phrase long understood to mean inefficiency, neglect of duty or malfeasance. But the specifics have never been tested in court.
Cook has shown strong evidence that her removal from the Fed board probably violated the law, wrote Judge Jia Cobb, who was nominated by President Joe Biden to the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
"At this preliminary stage, the Court finds that Cook has made a strong showing that her purported removal was done in violation of the Federal Reserve Act's 'for cause' provision," she wrote.
The Fed's "for cause" standard for removal applies only to a governor's conduct and performance while in office, not actions before taking the role, Cobb signaled. Trump has alleged that Cook engaged in mortgage fraud before joining the central bank.
The judge also said Cook's removal probably violated her due process rights, because she didn't have an opportunity to receive notice of the allegations against her or to respond before being dismissed.
The Fed board will meet next week, and many analysts expect the central bank to cut interest rates -- a move Trump has been advocating for months. Tuesday's ruling means Cook could be able to participate in that meeting, depending on the legal proceedings around the Trump administration's appeal. 
A Senate panel on Wednesday separately voted along party lines to advance the nomination of Stephen Miran, a top Trump economic adviser, to fill a separate seat on the Fed's board. Republicans are rushing to confirm him quickly, potentially before next week's Fed meeting.
The dispute over Cook could ultimately land before the Supreme Court, which has so far shown considerable deference to Trump, though it has also recognized that the Fed is structured differently from other agencies, meant to operate independently of the White House. 
Cook's lawyer praised the judge's order.
"This ruling recognizes and reaffirms the importance of safeguarding the independence of the Federal Reserve from illegal political interference," Abbe Lowell, Cook's attorney, said in a statement. "Allowing the President to unlawfully remove Governor Cook on unsubstantiated and vague allegations would endanger the stability of our financial system and undermine the rule of law."
Kush Desai, a White House spokesman, said Trump lawfully removed Cook for cause "due to credible allegations of mortgage fraud."
"This ruling will not be the last say on the matter, and the Trump Administration will continue to work to restore accountability and confidence in the Fed," Desai said.
Fed watchers say that if presidents can define "cause" however they choose, the central bank's statutory protections would offer little safeguard.
"If the president is allowed to unilaterally determine the standard for cause, then the appearance of employment protection ... will turn out to be a mirage," said David Wilcox, an economist at Bloomberg Economics and the Peterson Institute who previously directed research for the Fed board. "In practice at that point, Federal Reserve governors will be converted to at-will employees of the executive branch."
The Trump administration has accused Cook of making false statements on mortgage applications filed in 2021 in connection with a home in Michigan and a condominium in Georgia. She submitted the applications before Biden nominated her to the Fed.
Cook has yet to respond specifically to the allegations, but her lawyers suggested in court papers that she may have "mislabeled" her homes and insisted she did not commit fraud. The Justice Department has opened a criminal mortgage fraud investigation of her, a sharp escalation of the Trump administration's efforts to oust her from the board. Investigators in recent days have issued subpoenas as part of the inquiry.
Trump has made clear he wants a central bank more responsive to his political agenda, pressing for steep rate cuts to ease the cost of financing swelling deficits and suggesting nominees viewed as loyalists. Last month, he said he would soon hold a majority on the Fed's seven-member board -- a shift that could give him greater control over it and the power to name replacements for the 12 regional Fed bank presidents, who also help set policy.
The White House argues that courts have historically given presidents wide discretion to remove officials for cause. And even if judges were to second-guess such a move -- something more than a century of precedent suggests they would not -- any review would probably be highly deferential, so as not to intrude on the president's constitutional authority over senior executive-branch officials.
Cobb acknowledged at a two-hour hearing late last month that the issues were novel, marking the first time a president has sought to remove a sitting Fed governor.
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Economy
What is Lisa Cook accused of? And what do we know about her homes?
The Trump administration is focused on three properties: a home in Ann Arbor, Michigan, a condo in Atlanta and a condo in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Federal Reserve Governor Lisa Cook says allegations against her are unproven. (Al Drago       /Bloomberg)


By Rachel Siegel | 2025-09-10
The Trump administration has accused Federal Reserve Governor Lisa Cook of mortgage fraud, scrutinizing properties she owns in Michigan, Atlanta and Massachusetts. The White House says the allegations are sufficient legal grounds to fire her for cause, and the Justice Department has expanded its probe through subpoenas and a criminal investigation.
Cook has not been indicted or convicted of any crimes, and she says the allegations are unproven. She is suing to keep her seat on the central bank and is staying put in the meantime. A court order late Tuesday blocked Trump from firing her, at least temporarily while litigation proceeds. Her lawyers have denied any fraud, though they previously suggested there might have been a clerical error involved.
Cook's fight to keep her job, and Trump's broader attacks on the Fed, will play out in courts and the political sphere. It will also hinge on what constitutes fraud versus potential paperwork mistakes, and how courts interpret the law that allows the president to fire Fed governors for cause.
Here's what we know so far about Cook's real estate -- and what we don't.
The Trump administration is focused on three properties: a home in Ann Arbor, Michigan, a condo in Atlanta and a condo in Cambridge, Massachusetts. All three had loans taken out in 2021, according to public records reviewed by The Post.
Cook was confirmed to the Fed board in 2022. A distinguished economist, she previously held posts at Michigan State University and Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government. Cook is originally from Georgia.
In April 2021, Cook took out a 15-year, $361,000 mortgage on the condo in Cambridge. The lender was Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union, documents reviewed by The Post show. The documents include a second home rider, a document that specifies how lenders and borrowers expect homes to be used. That information is relevant because second homes typically get higher mortgage rates than primary residences, since they are seen as riskier assets.
In June 2021, Cook took out a $203,000 loan on a home in Ann Arbor, records show. The 15-year mortgage was issued by the University of Michigan Credit Union. It does not include additional documents like a second home rider.
And in July 2021, Cook took out a 30-year, $540,000 mortgage on a property in Atlanta. The lender was also Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union. Similarly, the documents do not include a second home rider.
Annual financial disclosures submitted to the U.S. Office of Government Ethics for 2025 include additional information. The disclosure doesn't specify Cook's properties by address or city. But they can be identified based on the loan amounts and lender information given.
In the disclosures, the asset that appears to be the Cambridge property includes a mortgage for an investment or rental property with a 2.5 percent interest rate. The item that appears to be the Atlanta property has a mortgage on a personal residence with a 3.25 percent rate. And what appears to be the Ann Arbor property also has a mortgage on a personal residence with a 2.875 percent rate.
All of those rates are roughly in line with, or a bit higher than, average rates at the time. Interest rates were still low then as the Fed tried to bolster the covid recovery, before central bankers began sprinting to catch up to rising inflation.
The Trump administration first accused Cook of committing fraud in 2021 while seeking mortgages on two properties -- the ones in Michigan and Atlanta -- and describing both during a two-week period as primary residences.
Bill Pulte, the head of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, alleged that Cook had also described the Atlanta property as a rental, then listed it as a personal residence months later. He provided no evidence except limited screenshots of various documents, including a Zillow listing that did not show Cook's name.
In late August, Pulte said that although Cook had initially identified the Cambridge property as a second home, she later collected rent on it. Pulte provided no evidence for that charge other than screenshots that did not include Cook's name or other identifying information. Borrowers are generally allowed to rent out second homes if they live there for a few weeks per year or have other agreements with their lenders.
Pulte also alleged that there is "reason to believe" Cook is renting out an Ann Arbor property she designated as a personal residence, without citing specifics.
Trump moved to fire her last week, saying the allegations and subsequent criminal referrals from FHFA to the Justice Department gave him sufficient cause to act. Federal law enforcement officials have opened an investigation.
We don't know if Cook will be charged with a crime or what the full evidence against her is.
To prove fraud, investigators would have to assess whether someone intentionally lied or omitted information when trying to get a loan. Public records and financial disclosures alone don't reveal someone's intentions, nor do they distinguish fraud from paperwork mistakes that could be harder to obtain a conviction over.
They also may not tell a complete picture. Borrowers and lenders often make agreements about properties and how they will be used. Those can be documented in letters or other correspondence that aren't available in public records. We don't know if Cook has any such agreements with her lenders. We also don't know whether lenders gave her favorable interest rates based on the information she disclosed, though Pulte has suggested they may have.
Cook has yet to respond substantively to the allegations. After a federal judge temporarily blocked her firing, Cook's lawyers said she would continue carrying out her duties and that the ruling "recognizes and reaffirms the importance of safeguarding the independence of the Federal Reserve from illegal political interference." Those  lawyers have also denied any fraud, after suggesting in one earlier court filing that there might have been a clerical error in some of the documents.
Most of Cook's statements and legal arguments have focused on her determination to stay at the Fed. Cook asked the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., to issue an injunction to block her dismissal, which her lawsuit framed as "unprecedented and illegal." The court granted that request Tuesday. She also said the allegations of mortgage fraud cited by the White House fall short of the legal standard for cause for removal.
Andrew Ackerman and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Eat Voraciously
Cod and orzo get the Amatriciana treatment in this skillet meal
Cod fillets get a crispy, cheesy crust before they're nestled into a bed of orzo and cherry tomatoes in this one-pan dinner.

Skillet Orzo With Cod and Cherry Tomatoes. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-09-11
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I've never had a food allergy or strong aversion to anything edible, but, like everyone, I have preferences and dislikes. I recently noticed that whenever I went shopping for fresh or frozen fish, I almost never chose cod.
I'd see the fillets lined up neatly next to the other seafood, but I'd always pass them by, opting instead for the striped or black bass, red snapper or wild salmon. A couple of months ago, I decided it was time to get to know cod in the kitchen.
Get the recipe: Skillet Orzo With Cod and Cherry Tomatoes
It's been years since I read Mark Kurlansky's "Cod: A Biography of the Fish That Changed the World," but I did recall the premise: The Atlantic's once-plentiful stocks of cod were the why and how the Vikings crossed the Atlantic, but in the centuries since, overfishing has devastated supply so drastically that Atlantic cod is no longer the economical protein it once was.
That said, plenty of cod-like fish in the Northern Pacific or elsewhere in the Atlantic -- including haddock, pollack, whiting and hake (also labeled merluza) -- can be cooked the same way, according to John Ash's "The Hog Island Book of Fish & Seafood."
Mostly I've eaten cod in fish cakes and fish and chip preparations, where the flavor of the flesh doesn't seem to matter much. Unfortunately, when I started to cook grocery store cod and its ilk, I found it rather bland. A squeeze of lemon helped, but only a little. What I wanted was a thick, meaty fillet of whitefish that dazzled with flavor and didn't require a lot of work to get there.
One day, after flipping through an Italian cookbook, I decided to apply the elements of an Amatriciana sauce to a skillet cod dinner: tomatoes, pork and cheese. Those big flavors can do no wrong.

Cooking the cheese-crusted fish. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


For this recipe, you'll coat cod fillets in grated pecorino Romano and sear them so the cheese forms a crispy frico over the fish. Bacon -- here taking the place of traditional guanciale -- and onion form a sweet-salty base for quick-cooking orzo. Cherry tomatoes, those greenhouse gems, slump and release their juices to turn into a sauce in the same skillet as the one used for cooking the orzo.
I added smoked paprika to enhance the smokiness of the bacon. I also like how it turns the sauce a deeper rouge. The single slice of bacon adds rich fat and flavor, but because of the smoked paprika, you can cut it and still end up with a deeply flavorful skillet of pasta and fish. It's the kind of thing that sounds and tastes a little fancy, but takes only 30 minutes from start to finish.
Get the recipe: Skillet Orzo With Cod and Cherry Tomatoes
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: I blame my nephew's overdose death on my selfish brother
Letter writer still lives with anger and disappointment over his brother abandoning their late nephew over 15 years ago.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-09-11
Dear Sahaj: In March 2011, on the East Coast, my sister died unexpectedly from breast cancer at the age of 52 and left behind her only child, her son, who was 19 at the time. When I got back to Los Angeles after the funeral, I called my brother, who lives in the same city as me, and I asked him whether we could get our nephew to move in with him and transfer to UCLA for college. My brother at the time lived in a huge 5-bedroom house.
My brother's response to me was so bizarre because first he said to me: "Why are you getting involved in this?" and then he said: "Our nephew was a grown a-- man at 19."
Which is ironic because when my brother was 19, he got kicked out of Georgetown University, and he immediately called our mother crying on the phone. So here my brother was saying that our nephew was a grown a-- man at 19, but my brother certainly wasn't when he had a problem at the college.
In July 2011, four months after our sister died, I called my brother to try a second time to get him involved because I was still concerned about our nephew, and my brother said he would call me back. He never called me back.
Nine months after our sister died of breast cancer, our nephew overdosed on drugs and died on Christmas Day 2011.
I feel that my brother intentionally dropped the ball twice when I asked him for help with our nephew. If my brother had helped in this situation back in March or July, perhaps my nephew would have been taken care of enough living on the West Coast that he wouldn't have died alone in a hotel room on Christmas Day on the East Coast.
How do I resolve this? Do I send my brother a letter or text message, or do I leave him a voicemail? I'm still angry and disappointed that he abandoned helping a family member at the age of 19, who needed help after his mother died.
-- Brother's Keeper
Brother's Keeper: It's been 14 years, and you're clearly still trying to find closure in your ongoing grief and anger. In a tragedy like this, it's natural to search for someone to blame, but the truth is often more complicated.
It may feel like because your brother had resources, and the space, he should have been the one to step up. (And he didn't!) But, from another view, you tried to help your nephew twice, months apart, and then stopped. Maybe now in hindsight the situation was more urgent than it seemed at the time. Maybe you would've rallied other support if you knew just how dire things were. Maybe your brother would've been more helpful if he knew, too. Maybe. The thing about imagining scenarios that hypothetically could've averted tragedy: Your imagination is infinite, but you're still living with only one heartbreaking outcome.
Your nephew's death was a devastating event shaped by grief, isolation and circumstances far bigger, and more complicated, than either of you. Even if you or your brother were able to get him to the West Coast, that doesn't mean he would've been saved. That's not how addiction works.
If you keep holding onto the story that your brother abandoned your nephew, you might be missing the more honest story: What cut the deepest was him abandoning you in a time when you were feeling alone in your grief and uncertainty. After all, you wanted your brother to show up with you in a family crisis, and he didn't. You asked twice, and instead of stepping forward, he dismissed you.
So the question now, almost 15 years later, isn't really about whether you should text, call or leave a voicemail. It's about what you want for yourself. Do you want to keep waiting for your brother to acknowledge something he may never be able to face? Or do you want to grieve what you didn't get from him, name it for yourself and let some of that weight go? If you do decide you want to reach out, take some time to gain clarity on what your intention is for reaching out. Do you want an apology? Do you want to express your hurt, so it's not sitting inside you? Do you want to re-establish some kind of relationship or simply let him know the impact of his choices?
In reaching out, if that's what you decide, you can acknowledge the past loss ("When our sister died and [nephew's name] was left alone, I asked you to help"), and use I-language to name your experience. ("When you didn't, I felt abandoned and hurt, and truthfully, I still carry anger and grief.") Then you can consider naming what you need right now, which can sound like, "We can't change the past, and I'm not looking for a response, but I need you to understand how deeply this affected me." Or, "This has been holding me back from having a closer relationship with you, and I'd like to talk about it so we can move forward." Keep in mind, it's possible that your brother cannot or will not give you what you need.
Regardless of whether you reach out, "resolving this" is less about what you say to your brother and more about how you can metabolize the emotions trapped inside you and what it is you want to continue to carry forward. Writing an honest letter, even if you never send it, can help you release some of the burden. Even more, a therapist can also witness, validate and help you process your anger and sadness so it doesn't feel so heavy.
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Home & Garden
Raccoons in the kitchen, bugs in the walls: Welcome to log cabin life
Rustic log cabins are part of the American psyche. I moved my family into one.

A log cabin rests on its hillside plot in Vilas, North Carolina. (Photo by Noah Williford)


By Chris Moody | 2025-09-11
While searching for a new home a few years ago, my wife and I toured a log cabin for rent in the mountains of western North Carolina. It was built with historic reclaimed wood, and the long, stacked rectangles of lumber that comprised the walls were riddled with chipped corners, pockmarks and fist-size knots. The beams bent and waved, one on top of the other. Inside, a stone fireplace ascended through the ceiling. Outside, a porch looked out over a meadow and a small creek. When it rained, the aroma of the wood filled the house.
No two logs were identical. Ancient nails bent into the wood in random places, like tattoos on a freckled forearm. Lean against any surface and you were liable to get a splinter, or ten. Small gaps in the walls promised that heating the place in the Appalachian winter would be costly. And with a baby on the way, we would never be able to childproof a place like this. After years of living in noisy apartments in Washington, D.C., and New York City, though, we found the idea of this house romantic, enchanting and deeply alluring.
We moved in right away.
The move put us in a small fraternity of 21st-century families who live in an antique log cabin full-time. Many Americans still own log homes, including slick prefabricated structures built with machine-cut wood and faux-log homes that are really just conventional houses with wood siding. Even many of the true antique log homes are used exclusively as short-term rentals or weekend getaways. But this place was rustic -- and it would be our four-season home.

The front door of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's home "Hardscrabble," near near Kirkwood, St. Louis County, Missouri. (Library of Congress)


Log homes have long held an outsize place in the collective American psyche. They hark back to pioneers who ventured westward into terra incognita; to log-cabin-born presidents who rose from humble beginnings; to our own sepia-toned memories of summer vacations by the lake or winter holidays spent warming toes by a fire. We swoon-scroll cabin listings on Zillow and share "cabincore" memes when urban life becomes too much. Some people shell out millions for their own palaces of pine.
"The log cabin is something special," writes Andrew Belonsky in "The Log Cabin: An Illustrated History." "It exists in other places in the world, but nowhere else but America is it as elemental, as much of a cultural force."
Antique log homes come with plenty of quirks. In our home, the logs are so thick that we have no cellphone service inside. Because we also choose to live without WiFi, our log cabin is straight out of the '90s: 1890s on the outside, 1990s on the inside.
The structures require constant maintenance, as cracks form between the wood and the chinking. Holes can form with temperature changes or heavy moisture. Whenever I feel a breeze blow through the living room, I know it's time to grab my caulking gun and get to work. Last year, when Hurricane Helene dumped heaps of rainfall over western North Carolina, we watched from inside as some of the logs filled with water, soaking up the storm like a sponge.
Because they're constructed with natural materials -- literally the exposed wood of trees -- log houses can also attract wildlife looking for a home of their own. Our cabin is a haven for countless creepy crawlies who nest, copulate and luxuriate in the divots, holes and unfindable open places between wood and concrete. We entertain flies, wasps and carpenter bees in summer; stink bugs in the spring; and spiders in the winter.
At this point I've accepted that the occasional bat, a species that can squeeze through the tiniest openings with their creepy cartilage bodies, will just be a part of our lives. (Our child sleeps in a tent in the summer, just in case.) Birds, which we mind less, nest in grooves outside our walls. A nest of recently hatched starlings balanced just outside our bedroom window in the spring, serving as an alarm clock each morning when the fledglings whimpered for breakfast. One summer evening, when we left the front door open, my wife spotted a four-legged animal sauntering toward us. "There's a raccoon in the kitchen," she said, as it scurried beneath our dining room table. I approached it and we locked eyes. "Get out," I said, pointing to the door. The raccoon departed into the night. We installed a screen door.

A log cabin on the Chimney-Butte Ranch near Medora, North Dakota, which was home to Theodore Roosevelt in the 1880s. (Library of Congress)


Given the easy access to modern building materials and design and things like, say, insulation, what is it about old-fashioned log cabins that still captivates the American imagination? Despite construction improvements and prefab precision in recent decades, the basic principles of log cabin construction remain beautifully simple. You stack one log on top of the other and fill the gaps with mortar, insulation and chinking.
Forests covered more than a billion acres of the present-day United States in 1630, so it's no wonder that Europeans migrating to North America turned to lumber for building. As families ventured westward, nails were too heavy to load into the wagon, so log cabins -- which can be built without them -- became a practical choice. A single person could construct one in just a few days, using little more than an ax.
Politics is partly to blame for the way we romanticize log cabins. The presidential election of 1840 between Martin Van Buren and William Henry Harrison lifted the log cabin to its current pedestal as a symbol of American grit. Before the election, a pro-Van Buren columnist disparaged Harrison as a hard-drinking ruffian who lived in a log cabin. Harrison was hardly a hick, but he adopted the insult with pride and took on the humble home as a symbol of his campaign, portraying Van Buren as an out-of-touch elitist.
Never mind that Harrison never actually lived in a log cabin. He inherited land where one had been built, but even that had long ago been expanded into a larger building. But why let facts get in the way of a winning campaign slogan? Harrison's supporters -- who came from log cabin families or lived in one themselves -- wore the insult like a badge of pride, and he slaughtered Van Buren at the polls.
Ever since, ambitious politicians have paved the road to the White House with rough-hewn logs. Abraham Lincoln built his rise to power on the lore of his upbringing in family-built cabins. An image of Ulysses S. Grant's log house, which he named "Hardscrabble," was featured on the paper ticket for entry to the 1896 Republican National Convention. The 1881 biography of log-cabin-born president James Garfield was titled "From Log Cabin to White House." Even Theodore Roosevelt, the blue-blooded asthmatic rich kid from Manhattan, created his own rustic lore by building a cabin of ponderosa pines along the banks of the Little Missouri during his North Dakota ranching days.

Russell Taylor rests against the balcony railing of one of his log cabins in Vilas, North Carolina. (Photo by Noah Williford)


The history inspired Russell Taylor, a roofing contractor from Vilas, North Carolina, to start building log homes on his property 20 years ago. Taylor grew up in Raleigh, but he fell in love with the mountains when he attended Appalachian State University in the late 1970s and early '80s. His mother was raised in a log cabin, where she learned to read by the light of a kerosene lamp.
"All my life I've been intrigued by the simplicity and history of a log cabin," Taylor said. "I'm drawn to the history of pioneers moving to a new place, cutting your own logs, dragging them to the homesite, processing them by hand."
In the early 2000s, he purchased white oak and yellow pine logs salvaged from a century-old tobacco barn and turned them into a three-story house. Inside, Taylor and a team of carpenters hand-built cabinets with chestnut he sourced from a nearby barn, and installed handles made from laurel. The stairs were built with oak and finished with cedar rails and posts. A poplar ceiling hangs overhead.
And while building a log cabin is relatively easy -- the same principles of constructing Lincoln Logs apply -- the process does come with challenges. "The hardest part is passing codes," Taylor said.
The walls are not particularly energy efficient, so to meet environmental standards, the builder must take extra care to insulate the ceiling and floorboards. Installing pipes for plumbing requires drilling through solid wood, which can weaken construction. The electrician wiring the house must be strategic about where to hide the wires. And of course, the walls will never be perfectly straight, especially with reclaimed wood. But that, of course, is part of the charm.
"I love to see the marks on the wood and think about the man who made those marks," Taylor said. "The tools that he used and the backbreaking work it took."
Taylor constructed two cabins using wood from the tobacco barn. He used freshly milled logs to build a third one, but something about it didn't feel right. It looked too new. "I paid a guy to chip the smooth surfaces off with an adze," Taylor said. After a day of hacking away, it looked like the construction equivalent of a factory-distressed pair of Levi's.
Are there inconveniences involved with living in a log home that normies cocooned between sheets of drywall don't have to worry about? Sure. But whether it's for full-time living or the special holiday getaway, Americans like us will continue flocking to the woods and building houses from the trees. It's in our blood.
"A day is rapidly coming when the American log cabin, except for memorial structures, will be extinct," the historian C.A. Weslager predicted in 1969.
More than half a century later, American families who see log cabins as a place of peaceful retreat and rustic charm have proven him wrong. The humble log cabin is here to stay.
Chris Moody is a writer in Boone, North Carolina. He teaches journalism at Appalachian State University.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Perfect husband refuses intimacy
Letter writer's husband "doesn't want to be physical with me, and it is tearing me apart."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-09-11
Dear Eric: Twenty years ago, I married a man who took care of me and my kids. He tells me he loves me, brings me flowers and supports me.
The problem is, he doesn't want to be physical with me, and it is tearing me apart. I am not asking to go to the moon; I am simply asking for some physical TLC. I have asked, cried, you name it. I don't want to twist his arm to show me some love.
I tell him I am lonely, can we get a dog for some companionship, and his reply is always no, they are too much work. So, he gets what he wants out of life, while I suffer each night being alone on my side of the bed.
Do I just sit there and spend the rest of my life crying each night, or do I leave him so I can have a chance at finding someone else to hold me at night?
-- Lonely At Night
Night: You don't have to ask permission to be loved affectionately. You don't need his approval to be happy or to fill your life with the things you need. Marriage is a shared path walked by two individuals. Sometimes, ideally a lot of the time, you're in sync. But you're still your own people.
So, if you want a dog, get a dog.
More broadly, if you want a different version of your marriage and he refuses to meet you there, you can talk to a marriage therapist together, or a religious leader, or counselor. But he has to be willing to show up and to open up. If he's not, he's giving you the message that his wants are more important than your wants. And that's not true.
Tell him that you love him but that this has reached a crisis point. Because you love him, and because you love yourself, you want this to work. But it needs help to work. There's no shame in seeking marriage therapy. It's rare that a couple can solve all their problems on their own. But you need a neutral third party to help you both figure out why the things he values are so different from the things you value and find a path back to each other.
Dear Eric: My family and I live near each other, which is great on many fronts. However, they all like to pop in unannounced, which I do not like. I have asked them many times to please check with me and not just pop by, but they say, "it's just how it is in the family" and keep doing it. I think it's disrespectful and it really bothers me. I love my place and don't want to move, but I'm considering it because it happens a lot. Any advice?
-- Tired of Pop-Ins
Pop-Ins: They say it's just how it is in the family but you're part of the family, too. So, that excuse doesn't hold water. Maybe this willful disregard for someone's wishes, particularly about their home, is part of some larger family dynamic. Maybe they're just choosing this one area to be jerks. Either way, one option for preventing pop-ins is to refuse to answer the door. Yes, it gets a little ridiculous, sitting inside while a relative knocks, especially if they know you're there. But just because you're at home, doesn't mean you're home for them.
The boundary of a person's home is not a hard one to respect and you shouldn't have to assert it so forcefully. Declining to let them in when you don't want company preserves your space and, hopefully, prompts them to reevaluate this "family trait."
Now, what if they have keys? Call a locksmith.
Dear Eric: Your question and response concerning "Nervous" who didn't feel safe riding with her friend appeared in our local newspaper on the very day my husband and I took the AARP Smart Driver course. I highly recommend it. It is a six-hour class, and most insurance companies offer a discount for three years upon completing the course. You don't have to be an AARP member. Although the class is offered online, I recommend taking it in person. "Nervous" and her friend could take it together.
-- Smart Driver
Driver: Thank you for writing, many people wrote in to sing the praises of the Smart Driver program, which can be found at aarpdriversafety.org. Additionally, others wrote to remind the letter writer that state Departments of Motor Vehicles often, if not always, have ways of anonymously reporting unsafe drivers. If the letter writer doesn't feel comfortable talking with the friend, this is an option, albeit one that will take longer, which continues to put the friend and others at risk.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Don't overthink the fence
What do you tell your neighbors when you want to change your part of a shared fence?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-09-11
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I bought our current home about four years ago, although the house itself is about 20 years old. The backyard is surrounded by a standard wooden fence.
The condition of the wood suggests the fence has been there nearly as long as the house, and we think it desperately needs to be replaced. Two of our neighbors have fences that adjoin ours and which, based on condition, were built around the same time.
Even though it's our right to replace our fence, do we owe any consideration to the neighbors? After all, our shiny new fence will now be mixed with their well-worn ones surrounding their yards.
I don't want to imply that I'm asking their permission, because we intend to replace it regardless. But is it worth giving them a heads-up that we're having the work done? Is there a way to suggest the possibility of them also having their fences replaced without it sounding insulting?
I assume that having theirs replaced at the same time, by the same company, might save a little money -- as the workers and materials will already be on-site -- but I'm not sure if this is worth bringing up. We have good relationships with all of the neighbors and don't want to create animosity or awkwardness where there isn't any.
When anyone wishes to express indignation about an unwelcome encroachment, the accepted metaphor is not, "Can you believe So-and-so was in my living room, uninvited, playing my piano?!"
The expression is, "Can you believe this was going on in my own backyard?!"
Miss Manners mentions this as a reminder that if you want to maintain good relations with the neighbors, you will absolutely have to be considerate, which means: giving notice of your plans; reassuring them that you are available to handle any unintended inconveniences that result; taking "no" for an answer to any suggestion that they consider redoing their own -- and spending less time thinking about what you have a right to do.
Fortunately, it is possible to do all of this without putting the central question up for debate. Tell them that you are planning to replace your fence and say that, while you have no idea if they were planning to redo theirs, if they are, you would be happy to see if using a single contractor would be a way for everyone to save money.
Dear Miss Manners: I was working with an older woman and we hit it off very well. Her eyes were noticeably red, and my ophthalmologist had suggested an over-the-counter product for me that works beautifully and is safe to use.
I was tempted to tell her about it, but thought that it might be embarrassing for her if I mentioned her eyes.
Did I do the right thing by being silent, or did I miss an opportunity to do someone a favor?
Yes. Possibly.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Parent wants it to be college son's idea to call more
Should a parent accept a son's minimal contact when he's at school as a part of the college experience?

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-09-11
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hello, Carolyn: My son is a junior in college and has never been a big talker. When he's home he's pleasant to be around and seems happy to spend time with us. But once he goes to school, he almost disappears. We get texts when something big happens but otherwise don't hear from him unless we initiate a request -- usually once every 10 or 14 days.
I'd like to hear from him -- of his own accord -- on a more regular basis. I don't know if I should communicate my wish and get the pattern established now, or let him live his college life without parental pressure and move to a more frequent communication schedule once he's out of school.
I don't want to be a bothersome parent or a chore he has to fulfill, but I'd like to be in more contact. Just him calling once a week or so. What do you think?
-- Parent
Parent: There's some commingling of things you can and can't control on your wish list, and if you don't separate them, then you run the risk of not getting any.
Mostly up to you: "I'd like to be in more contact."
Narrowly up to you: "I'd like to hear from him on a more regular basis."
Not up to you at all: "of his own accord."
So I beg you, as your detached internet advisory stranger, to cross that last item out. Use your best Sharpie. Or white it out and doodle some flowers over the patch.
Necessary no matter what: "let him live his college life without parental pressure."
To make your wishes yours, instead of trying to make them his, tell him you would like to talk once a week. Time gets away from you, so you would like to make a habit of it.
I mean yes, it's technically a "chore" this way, but you're not his pal, you're his parent and presumably college benefactor. You're also not asking him to roll a rock up a hill for eternity. If you talk for 10 minutes, then he still has the other 10,070 minutes of the week to use however he wants.
I'm also not suggesting this is right for every college family. But if this is what you deem appropriate, then I'll rubber-stamp it FAIR.
Have him choose the day and time, and even leave open who calls whom, "Whoever thinks of it first." I know, I'm adorable.
Then hope repetition persuades him (maybe, someday, eventually) to pick up the weekly call habit himself. Good luck.
Oh -- some people are just out-of-sight, out-of-minders socially. Nothing personal. Best strategy for them is, truly, to check in with a frequency they don't find needy or smothering.
Re: College: When I went to college, we decided my parents would call every Sunday at 6, and that's what we did for many years. Granted, this was before texting, but it was great to have the routine and know what to expect. No, they didn't expect me to make the call! College kids are very busy and self-centered and not thinking about much that's not right in front of their faces.
-- Routine
Routine: We did the same, but it was by carrier pigeon.
Other readers' thoughts:
* I'm a not-big talker with the same kind of child, so I've been in both places. A person can prioritize connection or they can prioritize doing things their way and their way only, but you can't usually have both. My mom won't call me, so we have less of a relationship than we could. With my son, sometimes we text, sometimes we send each other memes, sometimes we talk. Sometimes he calls me, sometimes I call him. Parent will only succeed with willingness to meet in the middle or, at this point in life, a little farther.
* If it helps: He can be uncommunicative and still absolutely love you, respect you and think of you fondly.
I am very introverted, on the autism spectrum, and I have to make myself call my parents regularly or else I'd never do it. It is a chore for me, which I feel awful saying. I love them, I respect them, I think of them often. But communicating with people is a heavy lift for me, and it's something I have to do already for work and other mechanics of daily life. Plus, with our history, navigating conversations lovingly can be difficult. It's not that I'd call more often if I loved them more; the fact that I call them at all reflects how much I love them.
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Food
Trump was dared to dine in D.C. He played it safe at a chain steakhouse.
In a city awash with dining options, the president dined within his comfort zone, one block from the White House.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters outside Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak and Stone Crab in Washington on Tuesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tim Carman | 2025-09-10
In the Oval Office last week, a reporter appeared to press President Donald Trump about his repeated claims that D.C. restaurants are thriving now that diners feel safer to visit them. The journalist wondered how Trump could know given that he had rarely visited a restaurant during his years at the White House.
Trump seemed to treat the interaction as a dare.
"Do you want me to prove you wrong?" the president asked. Twice.
"I think it's something we could consider doing," Trump continued. "I'd love to do it. I love the White House food, but after awhile, I could see going to a nice restaurant. It's safe."
Tuesday evening, Trump made good on his intention: Shortly after 7:30 p.m., the president's armored limousine pulled up to Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak and Stone Crab, a popular expense account restaurant and power lunch spot with soaring ceilings, metal chandeliers, marble columns and servers decked out in black bow ties and jackets. Joe's shares some ancestry with the famous Joe's Stone Crab in Miami Beach, among the country's highest-grossing independent restaurants, but the D.C. operation is part of a separate three-location chain, itself an upscale brand connected to Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises, the Chicago-based company with more than 100 restaurants in its portfolio.
The name may lead with seafood, but Joe's is known for its turf as much as its surf, with one cut of bone-in prime beef that tops out at more than $100. And if there's one constant about D.C.'s restaurant scene, it's that Republicans love their steakhouses. It's been well-documented in campaign finance reports, as meticulously detailed in media accounts. This year, Politico broke down the numbers for Joe's and found that Republican members of Congress outspent their Democratic peers at the restaurant by a margin of nearly 3 to 1.

Patrons are subjected to security measures before entering. (Yasin Ozturk/Getty Images)



The dining room at Joe's last year. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


The other key factor here is proximity: Joe's is mere steps from the White House. It's a 0.2-mile walk from 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, according to Google Maps. The only other D.C. restaurant that Trump is known to have visited is the now-closed BLT Prime by David Burke -- in the downtown hotel that once bore the president's name. It, too, was a short distance from the White House. In other words, when Trump dines out, he doesn't look to stretch himself, geographically or gastronomically. He stays in his comfort zones.
Unlike Presidents Barack Obama or Joe Biden, who frequented dozens of restaurants during their times in the White House, Trump has yet to take advantage of a scene that has earned national recognition, James Beard Awards and respect from those who travel the world looking for the finest places to eat. Not surprisingly, Trump and his dining companions -- Vice President JD Vance, Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth -- opted for American classics such as steak, crab, shrimp and salad, according to spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt, dishes they could have eaten in 1985, let alone 2025.

A New York strip at Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak and Stone Crab, where choice cuts of meat can top $100. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


I was downtown as Trump dined at Joe's Seafood, standing behind police tape waiting for the president to exit the restaurant. He briefly spoke with reporters before entering Joe's, where he encountered not just an attentive staff but also Code Pink protesters who chanted, "Free D.C. Free Palestine. Trump is the Hitler of our time." Perhaps predictably, the restaurant's website crashed Wednesday, and its Yelp page has been disabled while critics and supporters bomb it with reviews.
Given all the people, police and vehicles in the area Tuesday, I couldn't get a full measure of the president's security detail, but I counted at least 26 Secret Service agents and a dozen black Suburban SUVs idling on the streets outside Joe's. D.C. police cruisers had blocked the streets that led to the restaurant. All of this is standard operating procedure, I'm told by a veteran White House observer, regardless of who's sitting in the White House.
It's hard to know exactly how strategic the White House was in selecting Joe's. Some factors make the pick obvious -- a steak-heavy menu, a Republican stronghold, a site close to the president's home -- but did Trump also factor in the crime rate of the vicinity? According to D.C. police stats, the streets around Joe's had more than 50 incidents of crime in the past year, most of it property theft, such as stolen cars. There was one assault with a dangerous weapon and two robberies.
Had Trump wanted to stick to his regimen of well-done steaks, he had worthy options throughout the city. He could have picked St. Anselm in the Union Market district, where the crime rate is four times higher than the area around Joe's, according to police statistics. He could have ventured three blocks east of Joe's to Bobby Van's Grill on New York Avenue NW, where the crime rate is double compared with the streets around Joe's. Or he could have wandered over to Cut by Wolfgang Puck in Georgetown, whose streets have more than twice the crime compared with those around Joe's.

Protesters demonstrate outside Joe's as Trump dined. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)



Trump waves as he leaves the restaurant and returns to his motorcade. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


Or if he wanted to up the ante on this dare, Trump could have pulled the limo up to Annie's Paramount Steakhouse on 17th Street NW, near Dupont Circle, the D.C. institution where male diners are known to hold hands when not holding steak knives.
But this stunt was never about embracing a dare or proving that Washington's streets are safe for diners or even luxuriating in the riches of the local dining scene, whether newly established or iconic. This was just another power move from the White House, a considerably smaller one than the crime crackdown of the past month but just as bothersome for those who call Washington home. Which, come to think of it, may be the point.
Matt Viser contributed to this report.
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Advice
Parents now sitting for sister's dog vs. our kids. Hax readers give advice.
Step-siblings tussle as one's rescue dog bumps the other's kids from their parents' babysitting calendar.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post) 


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-09-10
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My parents (mom and stepdad) are always happy to babysit our two children (3 and 5). Or they were.
My stepsister recently adopted a rescue dog who has "huge abandonment issues," according to her, so she says she can't leave her with a sitter or kennel. My stepdad has been helping with the dog. The dog trusts him, so when my stepsister leaves town, he pet-sits. I was a little aggravated when I asked my mom to take the kids for a long weekend so my wife and I could have a romantic getaway, and she said they couldn't because they were watching my stepsister's dog.
The dog was in the shelter because she bit someone, so my wife doesn't want our kids in the same house. I agree -- no matter how much my stepdad claims it would be okay. My mom did offer to watch our kids at our house, but my wife doesn't like that plan because my mom doesn't drive, so my wife thinks it's risky to leave our children alone with her. We live pretty far from any friends or neighbors we know or trust, so she has a point.
This week, I spoke to my mom about taking the kids for another weekend, but my stepsister has already arranged for the dog to be with them then, too! I am really annoyed and asked her if she could make other arrangements since she and her boyfriend are just going down the shore. They say it's not possible and her attitude was "you snooze, you lose."
Our choices now are to cancel our weekend plans again, or to have my mom come to our house. I have two questions. Is it really a mistake to leave our children with my mom knowing she can't drive? And is my stepsister being as snotty and unfair as we think?
-- Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting
Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting: You write as though your stepsister's adoption of a rescue dog is some frivolous indulgence, while your choice to have children is a universal priority everyone else must automatically serve. But your children are your responsibility -- not your parents' default weekend project when you finally get around to asking them their availability, and not something that trumps every other obligation in the household. What's unfair is for years, you had nearly unfettered access to your parents' help. Now that they've committed time to your stepsister as well, you're being asked to adjust and come up with alternate plans.
What you're really upset about isn't that your stepsister is unfair -- it's that your parents' world doesn't revolve solely around you anymore. Stop the sibling rivalry, respect your parents by treating their time as valuable instead of expected, and muster at least a fraction of respect for the dog -- because like it or not, he's part of the family now, too.
-- Get Real
Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting: It does sound like your stepsister is being unfair, but what good does that assessment do you? You've been lured into a bit of a false dichotomy here -- even if the dog were out of the picture, your parents would still have the free will to choose to watch your kids or not (right?). So your choices are either to work within the established limitations they have -- say, checking their availability first and then making plans -- or to find alternative modes of child care.
-- False
Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting: I don't know how old your parents are; however, I do know as a 70-year-old grandma that caring for toddlers over a long weekend is exhausting and challenging in a way it wasn't when I cared for my own toddlers. Your parents may find watching a dog less demanding. Discuss with your parents about your need for a short getaway and ask them to choose the days that work best for them. Perhaps it's just an overnight, but that's better than nothing.
-- Cat Lover
Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting: You nixed your mom's offer to stay at your house. A couple of generations ago, we were home with non-driving moms regularly -- without the modern options like Uber to get places. If there's an emergency, then an ambulance will come no matter where you live.
Your stepsister is committed to the dog, which the parents obviously agree is reasonable. It's inconvenient for you, but not your place to judge their priorities. So, postpone your weekend-away plans if you need a driver with your kids. And maybe reach out to meet your neighbors?
-- Driverless
Babysitting Versus Pet Sitting: As a married and childless couple, my husband and I do get treated differently by his parents than, for example, my husband's brother who has two children. The parents spend more time with their other son than with us. It makes me think we have less value within our own families only because we don't have children. Maybe your parents are trying to give you and your stepsister equal value? Maybe they are trying to treat you the same no matter your or your stepsister's decision to procreate? Maybe it's about being fair?
Your expectation to have your parents at your side at the first call sounds like entitlement. Do you think you are entitled more to their time and support because you have children and your stepsister doesn't?
-- Fair
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Food
Cooking chat: Is yeast that's been frozen for years any good? 
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post )


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-09-11
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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      The latest news on entertainments and arts from The Washington Post. Breaking news and in-depth coverage of movies, music, tv, art, theater and video games.


      
        Kennedy Center fires head of jazz programming, adding to string of exits
        Travis Andrews, Janay Kingsberry

        The center terminated Kevin Struthers, who worked at the arts institution for 30 years, and Malka Lasky, the last member of its social impact team.

      

      
        Filmmakers vowed to boycott Israeli film groups. What does that mean?
        Anne Branigin

        More than 4,000 film workers, including A-listers such as Andrew Garfield, Lily Gladstone and Jonathan Glazer, have signed an advocacy group's pledge.

      

      
        The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
        Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin

        Explore 28 D.C. neighborhoods after dark during Art All Night, wish a giant panda a happy birthday, celebrate Adams Morgan Day, and party at a pair of museums.

      

      
        'Baltimorons' is a quirky, May-December romantic cringe-comedy
        Michael O'Sullivan

        Indie darling Jay Duplass's return to directing reminds us we're in Hampden, not Hollywood.

      

      
        'Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale' goes out with an upper-class whimper
        Ty Burr

        All the beloved characters return with much ado and not much to do.

      

      
        'The End Continues' is lukewarm Tap water
        Ty Burr

        In "Spinal Tap II," the faux-metal band regroups for an amiably lame reunion.

      

      
        El Cousteau grew up to become your favorite rapper's favorite rapper
        Chris Richards

        Earl Sweatshirt and A$AP Rocky want to rap with him. On his sharp new album, "Dirty Harry 2," the stylish D.C. native shows why.

      

      
        Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
        Washington Post staff

        Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

      

      
        Polly Holliday, a brassy waitress on TV's 'Alice,' dies at 88
        Adam Bernstein

        On the big screen, she played a hostile receptionist in "All the President's Men" and had a sinister role in "Gremlins."
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Music
Kennedy Center fires head of jazz programming, adding to string of exits
The center terminated Kevin Struthers, who worked at the arts institution for 30 years, and Malka Lasky, the last member of its social impact team.

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in May. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Travis Andrews, Janay Kingsberry | 2025-09-11
The Kennedy Center has fired the administrator overseeing its jazz offerings, the latest in a string of staff shake-ups since President Donald Trump took control of the institution in February. Kevin Struthers -- whose title was senior director, music programming -- confirmed to The Washington Post he was terminated Wednesday, as did a representative for the arts center, who did not offer an explanation for the dismissal.
The center also fired Malka Lasky, its last remaining social impact staffer and a coordinator of its free Millennium Stage shows, according to a person familiar with the termination who was not authorized to speak publicly.
Prominent jazz artists and up-and-comers in the genre can frequently be seen at the Kennedy Center, but that leg of its programming -- traditionally led by a notable jazz musician -- hasn't had an artistic director since the acclaimed pianist and composer Jason Moran resigned from the Kennedy Center in July. Moran is one of several prominent advisers to the institution, including Renee Fleming and Ben Folds, who have severed ties since Trump ousted the previous leadership and installed allies as trustees and in its top leadership ranks. Trump is now the chairman of the Kennedy Center's board of trustees.
Struthers's termination follows other recent changes to the programming staff at the Kennedy Center. Last month, the center laid off its dance programming team and appointed Stephen Nakagawa, a choreographer and former dancer with the Washington Ballet, as the new director of the department. Nakagawa had previously complained about "radical leftist ideologies in ballet" and "woke culture" in companies such as the Washington Ballet in a letter he wrote to Kennedy Center President Richard Grenell that was obtained by the New York Times.
Jeffrey Finn, the senior vice president of artistic programming as well as vice president and executive producer of theater at the center, resigned from the center in August.
Struthers, who declined to comment further on his firing, had worked at the center since 1995 and was responsible for the artistic programming and day-to-day direction of the jazz program as well as a variety of special concerts, according to a biography.
The Kennedy Center's jazz programming includes regular live music performances, the annual Mary Lou Williams Jazz Festival and Betty Carter's Jazz Ahead, an international two-week jazz residency for emerging artists.
Lasky's social impact team focused on reaching new and diverse audiences. In March, the Kennedy Center fired at least five members of that team, including its artistic director, Marc Bamuthi Joseph. It marked the first major reduction in workforce since Trump's takeover.
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Style
Filmmakers vowed to boycott Israeli film groups. What does that mean?
More than 4,000 film workers, including A-listers such as Andrew Garfield, Lily Gladstone and Jonathan Glazer, have signed an advocacy group's pledge.

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators rally in front of the red carpet during the Venice Film Festival on Aug. 27. (Alessandra Tarantino/Invision/AP)


By Anne Branigin | 2025-09-11
More than 4,000 film workers have signed onto a pledge this week vowing not to work with Israeli film organizations that they say are "implicated in genocide and apartheid against the Palestinian people."
"We answer the call of Palestinian film-makers, who have urged the international film industry to refuse silence, racism, and dehumanization, as well as to 'do everything humanly possible' to end complicity in their oppression," reads the pledge, which was organized by the advocacy group Film Workers for Palestine.
The pledge calls on signatories "not to screen films, appear at or otherwise work with Israeli film institutions -- including [film] festivals, cinemas, broadcasters and production companies -- that are implicated in genocide and apartheid against the Palestinian people."
The pledge went live Monday morning with 1,200 signatories, including actors Ayo Edebiri, Olivia Colman and Josh O'Connor. Directors Ava DuVernay, Boots Riley, Terence Nance and Yorgos Lanthimos were also among the first to sign the pledge.
"The cultural institutions of the state of Israel cannot be our partners during this campaign of genocide and ethnic cleansing," said "Gilded Age" actor Morgan Spector, one of the initial signees. "In the absence of decisive action by elected leaders, artists have a responsibility to use what tools we have to demand not just an end to the slaughter but justice and freedom for Palestinians."
The Israel-Gaza conflict has roiled Hollywood since it began nearly two years ago. Prominent actors and directors have spoken out about the war in awards show speeches, social media posts and various open letters. Some, such as Susan Sarandon and "Scream" actress Melissa Barrera have faced professional consequences for their statements.
The Film Workers for Palestine pledge, however, stands out in its specific call to action: asking artists in the industry to evaluate their "complicity" in the war by considering how their projects are distributed and funded.
Here's what that means.
Typically, an independent director may not have a say in or be notified about where their films are shown, particularly on the festival circuit. Booking these events may fall to a sales agent or the project's producers. And when it comes to financing and distributing a film, there are many more hands in the pot than there were under the old studio system.
Film festivals, in particular, have taken on greater importance as they have become the major vehicle for distributing a film, said Kenneth Dancyger, professor emeritus at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts. This has also made festivals a prime avenue for advocates to apply public and internal pressure about which films are shown.
"Pledges about showing at festivals or distributing films have become a major point of contention," Dancyger said.
The pledge urges filmmakers of all levels to ask who is producing, financing or distributing their work before entering into any contractual agreements. "If you have an agent and/or manager, ask them to always include this information alongside any employment offer," Film Workers for Palestine advises film workers in the FAQ attached to the pledge.
Organizers suggested film workers use clauses in their contracts to retain or reserve distribution rights for specific territories and to be consulted on decisions such as festival invitations and financial, production or distribution agreements.
Film Workers for Palestine listed Israeli broadcasters and festivals such as the Jerusalem Film Festival and the Haifa International Film Festival as examples of organizations that are "implicated in genocide and apartheid," due to their alleged relationship with the Israeli government, which has been criticized by human rights advocates around the world for its prolonged military campaign in Gaza, one that has resulted in the deaths of more than 60,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
The boycott doesn't apply to institutions solely on the basis of receiving funds from the Israeli government -- nor does this funding automatically make them "complicit," organizers clarified.
Film Workers for Palestine's pledge FAQ faulted "the vast majority" of Israeli production and distribution companies, film organizations and cinemas for not endorsing "the full, internationally-recognized rights of the Palestinian people."
No, the organizing group says, noting the intent of the boycott is to refuse to work with institutions  that have a hand in "Israel's human rights abuses against the Palestinian people."
"This refusal takes aim at institutional complicity, not identity," its FAQ states.
About 3,000 additional film industry workers have signed onto the pledge since Monday. Recent signatories include top Hollywood actors such as Andrew Garfield, Bowen Yang, Emma Stone, Joaquin Phoenix and Lily Gladstone, as well as director Jonathan Glazer, who won an Oscar last year for "Zone of Interest," a historical drama about a Nazi high commander.
Industry professionals such as writers, production designers and casting directors, as well as film critics and festival programmers, have also signed the pledge.
The Israeli Producers Association responded to the boycott with a statement calling the action "profoundly misguided."
"By targeting us -- the creators who give voice to diverse narratives and foster dialogue -- these signatories are undermining their own cause and attempting to silence us," the group said. "This shortsighted act seeks to eliminate precisely the collaborative efforts working toward ending violence and achieving peace."
In a statement shared Wednesday, Jerusalem Film Festival executive director Roni Mahadav-Levin wrote, "We deeply share the urgency and frustration expressed by the signatories of the petition. We, too, wish we could do more to stop the violence that surrounds us."
"To clarify: the Jerusalem Film Festival is not 'partnering' with the government. We are an independent, privately run NGO with full operational autonomy. Neither the government nor any state institution has any influence over our programming or content," Mahadav-Levin added.
"The Jerusalem Film Festival has consistently and publicly called for an end to the war -- on stage, in the press, and in both Hebrew and English," the statement continued. "Our program features a wide range of voices, including Palestinian and Israeli filmmakers who speak out strongly against violence and the use of force."
Film Workers for Palestine, in response, said Israeli film institutions have a "clear" choice if they want to continue working with those who signed the boycott pledge: "End complicity in Israel's genocide and apartheid, and endorse the full rights of the Palestinian people under international law, in line with Palestinian civil society guidelines."
Film Workers for Palestine began working on the pledge a year ago, but as a global outcry over the human rights catastrophe in Gaza continues, conversations around Palestinian rights have taken center stage in the film world in recent weeks.
On Sept. 1, the International Association of Genocide Scholars passed a resolution stating that Israel's two-year military campaign in Gaza meets "the legal definition of genocide," citing its "indiscriminate and deliberate" attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure in Gaza; the killing of medical personnel, aid workers and journalists; multiple forcible displacements of Gazans and the death or injury of some 50,000 Palestinian children. (An Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman responded to the resolution on X, calling it "disgraceful" and accusing the scholarly group of relying on an unverified "campaign of lies" by the Palestinian militant group Hamas.)
Pro-Palestinian organizers staged protests at the Toronto International Film Festival as well as the Venice Film Festival, two of the largest and most impactful showcases for new films. Before Venice began, hundreds of international filmmakers signed an open letter urging festival director Alberto Barbera and others to take "a clear and unambiguous stand" in condemning the war in Gaza.

Italian singer-songwriter Piero Pelu poses with a Palestinian flag at the Venice Film Festival on Sept. 5. (Riccardo Antimiani/EPA/Shutterstock)


At Venice, the docudrama "The Voice of Hind Rajab," which used real emergency call recordings from a 6-year-old Palestinian girl trapped in her family's car, had a profound effect on audiences, winning second prize at the festival.
Thorny issues of distribution and funding came up for another top film at the festival, "Father Mother Sister Brother," with director Jim Jarmusch fielding questions about his relationship with Mubi, the movie's distributor. In August, the production company and streaming platform behind 2024's hit horror film "The Substance" faced backlash from filmmakers over one of its investors, Sequoia Capital, which reportedly also backs the Israeli defense tech firm Kela. (Mubi, as a non-Israeli entity, would not be subject to the current pledge, though Film Workers for Palestine launched a separate campaign concerning Mubi's investing relationships in August.)
"I was of course quite disappointed and quite disconcerted by this relationship,"  Jarmusch said at a  news conference for the film, adding that he had spoken to Mubi about his concerns.
Indya Moore, one of the stars of "Father Mother Sister Brother," also weighed in.
"There has been an incredible amount of creative warfare and resource warfare behind the scenes," said Moore, one of the first 1,200 to sign this week's pledge. "People are trying to figure out ... how do we work in a capacity that is ethical and is not enabling a systematic pipeline that funds these kinds of things."
"The kind of due diligence that people are learning how to do is a developing process," Moore continued. "These are not questions that we've ever had to ask before, especially as independent artists."
Jada Yuan, Kareem Fahim and Gerry Shih contributed to this report.
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Going Out Guide
The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore 28 D.C. neighborhoods after dark during Art All Night, wish a giant panda a happy birthday, celebrate Adams Morgan Day, and party at a pair of museums.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2025-09-11
This busy weekend brings the return of Art All Night, with a mind-boggling number of events taking place in 28 D.C. neighborhoods after dark on Friday and Saturday. Whether you're into dancing, poetry, beer tasting, go-go music, performance art, classic cars, late-night movies or fashion shows, you'll find activities somewhere in the city -- and maybe even on a streetcar. Other headlining events include the return of the long-running community celebration Adams Morgan Day, the annual Sawasdee Thai Festival on the National Mall and a birthday party for National Zoo celebrity Qing Bao. Don't miss the return of WalkingTown DC, which offers free guided tours around the city, or after-hours art parties at the National Gallery of Art and the National Museum of Women in the Arts.
National Gallery Nights at the National Gallery of Art
After a summer break, the National Gallery of Art's popular after-hours program returns to kick off the gallery's fall 2025 season. The party's theme is the very apropos "Back to School," putting you in a student frame of mind with a hands-on Artmaking 101 project and a survey of the most recent additions to the gallery's collection. The free event also features music by Richmond-based jazz band Butcher Brown. While most tickets to the festivities were given out in an online lottery last week, a limited number of additional passes are available at the door, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Don't want to miss the next one? National Gallery Nights is also scheduled for the second Thursday of October and November, with lotteries opening the week before. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Pancakes and Booze Art Show at Hook Hall
All-you-can-eat pancakes are usually reserved for rough morning brunches or late-night dining at 24-hour breakfast chains, where there's not much to look at beyond sticky booths and paper menus. A pop-up art show offers something easier on the eyes: over 750 works from more than 125 local artists. There's also live body painting, live art and performances from local DJs. A ticket to the event, which is 21 and older, includes unlimited pancakes. 7 p.m. to midnight. $20.
Hatch Chili Fest at Hill East Burger
There's often a line between Tex-Mex and New Mexican cuisine, although beloved restaurants like Chuy's have blurred those boundaries, hosting festivals celebrating the smoky flavors of green chiles from Hatch, New Mexico,  that are used in sauces and cocktails. Hill East Burger, a sister restaurant to the Tex-Mex go-to Republic Cantina, takes a page from Chuy's with its own Hatch Chile Festival. The guest chef for this three-day pepper party is Cable Smith of the Royal and Lulu's Winegarden, who grew up in New Mexico and is incorporating Hatch chiles into burgers, burritos and a pork-butt stew. Limited reservations are available, although the Hill East restaurant leaves plenty of seats for walk-in customers. Thursday and Friday from 5 to 10 p.m. Prices vary.
Watching With the Enemy: Green Bay Packers at Hamilton's Bar and Grill
Throughout the NFL season, we'll occasionally spotlight D.C.-area bars where crowds are cheering for the Washington Commanders' opponents. This week, that's Hamilton's, a quick walk from the U.S. Capitol grounds. (Please do not confuse it with the Hamilton, a downtown music venue.) Hamilton's is home to the Lambeau on the Hill fan club, which has been cheering for the Green Bay Packers in D.C. for two decades. The menu, as you would  expect from a bar that supports the Packers and Wisconsin Badgers, is heavy on cheese curds and brats -- there's even a $13.99 "Brat n Curds" game day special, alongside $4 PBR and High Life. Kickoff at 8:15 p.m. Free; early arrival suggested.
Art All Night: Friday
The annual Art All Night festival brings music, dance, beer gardens and culture to 28 neighborhoods across the city on Friday and Saturday nights, from Chevy Chase to Anacostia. Here are a few of our favorite destinations, but as we always say, pick a neighborhood and go. A full schedule can be found on dcartallnight.org and the official iPhone or Android app.
Anacostia: The sound of go-go fills Marion Barry Avenue SE during this "Taste of Anacostia," alongside pop-up dining experiences, poetry, fashion shows and hands-on art installations.
Barracks Row: "Japanese pop art" is the theme on Capitol Hill, with Japanese drummers and K-pop dance classes at the Metro station's park, a screening of "Shin Godzilla" at Miracle Theatre, and a video game bar at Valor Brewpub.
Georgetown: A sprawling party includes salsa lessons and dancing on the waterfront; a curated night market; and open houses at art galleries with hands-on demos, artist talks and live music. Organizers expect more than 200 performers at 40 locations.
Mount Pleasant: The 100th anniversary of the Mount Pleasant Library is celebrated with an edible book contest, cupcake decorating, face painting and more family fun. There's also live music and vendors in Lamont Plaza, film screenings and a photo exhibit at the Lost Origins Gallery, and "Jazz All Night" at Marx Cafe.
Qing Bao's birthday at the National Zoo
Qing Bao, the younger of the National Zoo's pair of giant pandas, celebrates her 4th birthday, and her first in D.C., with a party at the panda house. On Friday morning, keepers will present Qing Bao with a fruit-based ice cake during a public celebration, which will be simultaneously broadcast on the zoo's Giant Panda Cam. Meanwhile, across Connecticut Avenue, Duke's Counter, a restaurant with a menu of panda-themed drinks, is offering $4 cocktails all day in Qing Bao's honor. 9 a.m. Free; daily entry pass to the Zoo required.
NoMa in Color: Color Jam at Alethia Tanner Park
The 10th NoMa in Color mural festival comes to a bright climax in the neighborhood's Alethia Tanner Park, featuring free Topo Chico beverages, a Lost Generation Brewing Co. beer garden, and food trucks from 4 to 8 p.m. Entertainment at the closing party includes live music from the Gem Fatales, a soundtrack from Les the DJ and dance performances by Chocolate City Skate, and hands-on activities include tote bag silk-screening and "Paint & Sip" sessions from D.C. craft workshop Merry Pin. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Washington Ukrainian Festival at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral
The local Ukrainian community comes together each year to host a three-day celebration in Silver Spring, complete with music, dancing, crafts, activities for children, home-cooked food and a Kozak beer garden. All are invited to St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral to learn more about Ukrainian culture, and a portion of the proceeds from ticket sales goes toward humanitarian aid to Ukraine. New to the festival this year is a concert Saturday evening headlining stars from Ukraine and Canada. Friday's programming is focused on food only, with free admission. Friday from 5 to 8 p.m., Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to dusk. Free admission Friday, $20 on Saturday and $15 on Sunday. Free for ages 20 and younger. 
Black Cat 32nd Anniversary Party
When the 14th Street venue opened in 1993, The Washington Post called it "an unusually hospitable place." In three decades, that hasn't changed. The Cat celebrates its birthday this weekend with a party in the Red Room bar, featuring four DJs and all the "noir, capaciousness, professionalism and playfulness" it has  boasted since before half the bands that play there these days were born. 8 p.m. Free.
'Wicked' at Union Market Drive-In
Sing along to "Popular" and "For Good," and try your best to keep up with "Defying Gravity" when "Wicked" takes over Union Market's monthly drive-in movie night. Pay $20 to reserve a parking space in the lot and listen to the dialogue on your car's FM radio while watching the film projected onto the side of the Union Market building. Or bring a picnic blanket and stake out a space in the pedestrianized street in front of the market, with no ticket required. Either way, it's easy to grab dinner from the vendors inside. Parking lot opens at 6:35 p.m.; film begins at 7:30 p.m. Free for pedestrians; $20 per car.
Hispanic Heritage Month kickoff at the Roost
The Roost celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month with two days of events. On Friday, a celebration of Costa Rica's independence features a lantern parade, or Desfile de Faroles. Bring the family at 6 p.m. to make and decorate lanterns, followed by a parade through the dimly lit food hall. Saturday features a mariachi performance, beginning at noon, and a special menu that includes tamales, tacos, pupusas and empanadas, paired with five kinds of  margaritas. Friday from 6 to 8 p.m.; Saturday beginning at noon. Free admission.
Art All Night: Saturday
As we said above, there are too many choices during Art All Night. Here are a few of our recommended destinations, but see the official website, dcartallnight.org, or the official iPhone or Android apps for more options.
Dupont Circle: Activities take place at 20 locations across the neighborhood, including the embassies of Peru and Portugal and numerous art galleries. Look for live music in the circle, a screening of "Wicked" in Stead Park and a pop-up makers' market in the Heurich House's garden.
H Street NE: Even traveling to Art All Night will be an experience, as dancers, musicians and poets perform inside the D.C. Streetcar on its route from Union Station to Oklahoma Avenue NE. Other experiences include classic cars and jump rope in the former Auto Zone parking lot, dance lessons at the Joy of Motion Dance Studio, live music at the Starburst Plaza and a midnight drag show at the Atlas Performing Arts Center.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library: Go-go bands, including Backyard Band and 911, play at a block party, while comedian Donnell Rawlings hosts a night of stand-up, a Caribbean carnival takes over the rooftop and arts activities fill the great hall.
Shaw: A T Street block party between the Howard Theatre and Right Proper Brewing features a fashion show with local designers, a beer garden with Black-owned beer brands and four local bands. Sandlot Uptown hosts an LGBTQIA+ arts showcase with drag and spoken-word performances and a market.
WalkingTown DC
Lace up your sneakers for free guided walking and cycling tours happening across all eight wards of D.C. -- and in Alexandria -- during WalkingTown DC, an annual week-long festival organized by Events DC. Tours show off both the grandeur of our nation's capital and the lesser-known history of neighborhoods and residents. Get an overview of National Mall birdwatching spots, retrace Charles Dickens's steps in D.C., explore memorials in historic cemeteries, or laugh your way around downtown on a walk led by a stand-up comedian. Registration is essential, and some events are already full. Daily through Sept. 20. Free; registration required.
Music and Social Change walking tour of Mount Pleasant and Adams Morgan
As part of the Mount Pleasant Library's 100th anniversary celebrations, it's offering a pair of free 90-minute walking tours that explore the history of the area's music scene, including country music pioneer Jimmy Dean and group houses where Bikini Kill and the Nation of Ulysses sharpened their punk sounds in the 1990s. Along the way, you'll learn more about waves of immigration and social interactions that shaped the community. 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Free.
Wheatland Spring Oktoberfest
It's almost party time in Munich, and local breweries are racing to show off their seasonal Oktoberfest beers. The biggest celebration this weekend is at Wheatland Spring, one of the region's top farm breweries, in Loudoun County. The star of the two-day party is Ursprung, a traditional festbier full of caramel and honey notes, made with Bavarian barley, paired with a special Bavarian food menu. Entertainment comes from an alpenhorn player and the 14-piece Alte Kameraden German band. Participate in a stein-holding contest and Oktoberfest games, show off your lederhosen and dirndl for prizes, or, on Saturday only, learn a German dance. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at Silver Branch Rockville Beerworks
Silver Branch is spreading the Oktoberfest love this fall, hosting a party at its three-month-old Rockville brewery this weekend, and at the original Silver Spring taproom on Sept. 20. Try the Vienna-style Oktoberfest lager while snacking on bratwurst, participating in German fashion show (with prizes), or competing in a coaster-flipping contest, which is trickier than it looks. 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
Stamp Spectacular at the National Postal Museum
The National Postal Museum loves stamps 365 days per year, but this weekend the museum is hosting a celebration to prove it. Learn about iconic figures, historic moments, cultural celebrations and natural wonders via tiny images. Take the kids on curator-led tours at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., sit for story time  at 12:30 and 2:30 p.m., and play stamp bingo, do stamp-related crafts or maybe a collage inspired by "Goodnight Moon." At 11 a.m., the U.S. Postal Service unveils its new stamps for the 2025 holiday season. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Pepper Fest at Potomac Overlook Regional Park
The Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia are responsible for the organic gardens at Arlington's Potomac Overlook Regional Park, and they're celebrating the flavorful fruits of the harvest at their annual Pepper Fest. Learn about the best way to grow peppers, sample peppers at a variety of spice levels, learn about vegetable gardens and their pollinators, and explore hiking and nature trails. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Capitol Hill Art Walk
The streets of Capitol Hill are alive with art this weekend during the annual Art Walk. More than 150 artists -- painters, printers, potters, jewelers, ceramicists -- will have their work on display and for sale, in alleys, on porches and inside neighborhood landmarks like the Hill Center and Capitol Hill Arts Workshop. Browse the map and pick a zone, whether near Union Station, around Eastern Market or elsewhere, and enjoy an artful stroll through the neighborhood. Be aware that not all artists are showing both days; see the Hill Rag's map for details. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Falls Church Festival
Sample food and drinks from 17 local restaurants and breweries during the 49th Falls Church Festival, which fills the park around City Hall and the Community Center with live music and a beer garden as well as the Taste of Falls Church. Dozens of makers, local merchants and organizations set up in a marketplace. Entertain the kids with pony rides, inflatable attractions, crafting stations, magicians and a puppet show, not to mention the playground. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
The Disco Loft and Evolve Vintage Market at the Line Hotel
Locally famous curators Disco Loft and Evolve Vintage return to Adam's Morgan's Line Hotel, bringing with them 25 vendors, a DJ, a tarot reader and more. The market takes place on the basement, lobby and mezzanine level of the hotel. Grab a drink from the bar while you peruse vintage clothing, accessories, jewelry, home decor and other knick knacks. Noon to 4 p.m. Free with RSVP.
Fall Makers Market and Brewfest at the Stacks
The Stacks, a seven-acre, mixed-use development at Buzzard Point in Southwest Washington, is setting up to be an event destination, similar to the Mosaic District or the Parks at Walter Reed. This outdoor event brings together 40 local crafters and makers, six food and beverage trucks, and a tasting of local breweries, cideries and distilleries. The rootsy Rock Creek Kings and the brass-driven Too Much Talent Band provide the soundtrack, along with DJ Mim. Admission is free, but tickets are required for tastings: Regular admission ($28.45) includes five drink tickets and a souvenir cup; VIP ($43.36) adds two full-size drinks and guaranteed seating. Noon to 6 p.m. Free-$43.36.
Adams Morgan Day
D.C.'s longest-running community festival returns for a 47th year, though 18th Street NW will not be closed for a block party. Instead, activities and performances are spread throughout the community -- a stage for reggae music in Kalorama Park; a dance stage, artist market and kids' zone with sports activities at Marie Reed Elementary School; a guided walking tour spotlighting the neighborhood's history; and live music at the corner of 18th and Columbia Road. Look for food and drink specials at restaurants throughout the day. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Sawasdee Thai Festival on the National Mall
The Royal Thai Embassy sponsors this festival celebrating Thai culture. Food plays a leading role, with Chumpol Jangprai, the chef behind Bangkok's Michelin-starred R-Haan, leading a cooking demonstration and dozens of restaurants and food trucks selling traditional dishes, desserts and drinks, from pad Thai to iced tea. On the main stage, look for Thai boy band Lykn, Thai pop star Ally and Thai American rapper Daboyway; a Muay Thai demonstration with champion fighter Buakaw; and Thai classical dance and theater performances. There's a marketplace with crafts and activities for children and exhibitions from Thai organizations. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Hyattsville Porchfest
More than 20 porches and front yards across Hyattsville -- and local meadery Maryland Meadworks -- host dozens of bands at this neighborhood festival, produced by the Hyattsville Preservation Association. Scope out the map on the Porchfest website, then pick a direction to wander: Follow your ears to Piedmont blues, Spanish rock, Americana, '90s grunge or Grateful Dead covers, and round out the day with some house-brewed beers at Franklins, Senegalese cuisine at Chez Dior or a pie at Pizzeria Paradiso. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Henry Fonda for President' at the National Gallery of Art
In his decades-long acting career, Henry Fonda portrayed Abraham Lincoln ("Young Mr. Lincoln"), a Dust Bowl migrant ("The Grapes of Wrath"), a Western cavalry officer ("Fort Apache"), an honorable juror ("12 Angry Men") and a father confronting the realities of aging ("On Golden Pond"). "Henry Fonda for President," a documentary from Austrian filmmaker Alexander Horwath uses Fonda's roles "as a lens to reflect on the myth and lure of the United States." A screening of the documentary in the National Gallery of Art's East Building Auditorium is followed by a discussion with Horwath. 1 p.m. Free; registration suggested.
Finn Wolfhard at the Atlantis
Creating and performing original music isn't anything new to "Stranger Things" star Finn Wolfhard, who has long been involved in alternative rock collaborations like the Aubreys and Calpurnia. But this summer, he released his first solo album: "Happy Birthday," a dreamy, jangly nine-track spin through adolescent anxiety. For an artist who came of age as a child actor in an ensemble cast, it's a first poke at genuine autonomy, landing just before the end of a the final season of a gig that's spanned almost half his life. 6:30 p.m. $40.30.
Cana's first birthday party, featuring Press Club
The stylish Brazilian caipirinha bar that opened last year in Adams Morgan is turning one, and it's throwing a party with an interesting guest list: Press Club, the Dupont Circle cocktail bar and another 2024 newcomer, will be behind the bar and in the kitchen. As usual, DJs will spin vinyl, which provides a soundtrack to the one-night-only Japanese and Brazilian crossover meal. Grab a reservation for a table; walk-ins are welcome at the bar. 5:30 to 11 p.m. Free.
First Semi-Annual Spelling Bee at Suzie Q's
The quirky, retro Navy Yard beer-and-a-shot joint Suzie Q's is attempting to channel your competitive memories of elementary and middle school at what it's billing  as "a spelling bee with a buzz." Contestants can prepare  for battle with drinks like the classic Bee's Knees (gin, lemon juice and honey) or the "EpiPen Beer and a Shot combo." There are prizes to be won, but there's a serious side, too: Proceeds benefit the nonprofit D.C. Beekeepers Alliance. 7 p.m. $24.57; includes a T-shirt and drink.
Films on the Green: 'Amelie' on the National Mall
"Amelie" -- or, to use its proper title, "Le Fabuleux Destin d'Amelie Poulain" -- charmed audiences when it appeared in American theaters in 2001, telling the story of a quirky Parisienne who sets out to improve the lives of her neighbors. French cultural organization Villa Albertine hosts an outdoor screening of "Amelie," in French with subtitles, on a screen between the National Gallery of Art and the Air and Space Museum. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Fantasy Night at As You Are
Wear your best cosplay to As You Are's fantasy night, which features board games from Labyrinth Games & Puzzles, Dungeons & Dragons one-shot games, and a screening of "Labyrinth" (the movie with David Bowie). While you're there, consider a donation to help the local business weather challenging months. 7 p.m. Free.
NMWA Nights at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The first NMWA Nights after-hours party of the season at the National Museum of Women in the Arts draws on themes found in the work of French artist Niki de Saint Phalle, the subject of the current exhibit "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print." Guests can design a tarot card that "reveals [their] inner truth," or consult with tarot, palm and kiss mark readers. Guided tours of multiple museum exhibits are offered, alongside the chance to contribute to a community art installation. DJ Tezrah supplies the beats while guests sip wine or cocktails. (Two drink tickets are included with admission.) 5:30 to 8 p.m. $22-$25.
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Movies
'Baltimorons' is a quirky, May-December romantic cringe-comedy
Indie darling Jay Duplass's return to directing reminds us we're in Hampden, not Hollywood.

Michael Strassner and Liz Larsen in "The Baltimorons." (Jessie Cohen/IFC Films)


By Michael O'Sullivan | 2025-09-11
The cognitive dissonance is just a tiny twitch of the eyelid as you settle into watching "The Baltimorons" knowing that Mashable has dubbed this quirky, low-budget rom-com the "feel-good movie of 2025." Maybe that's because the indie feature, set in Charm City on Christmas Eve, opens with an attempted suicide that culminates in a slapstick face-plant as the film's earnest yet clownish antihero, 30-something Cliff Cashen (Michael Strassner), falls off the chair from which he's just tried to hang himself.
Or maybe it's the subject of Cliff's alcoholism and booze-induced misanthropy -- both in tentative abeyance -- that hangs over the proceedings, like an overcast sky above the Inner Harbor. Midway between contemporary cringe comedy and a May-December-themed Hallmark holiday romance (if written by Charles Dickens, minus the ghosts), the film is, like its protagonist, generally if inexplicably upbeat, despite the morbid prologue.
Cliff is an aspiring mortgage broker and failed improv/sketch comic who is six months sober as the action gets underway. But as he is arriving for a holiday party hosted by the parents of his fiancee, Brittany (Olivia Luccardi), he walks headfirst into a doorframe, cracking a tooth and necessitating an emergency visit to the dentist.
What follows is a day and night of far-fetched togetherness -- as well as, to be honest, some moments of genuine, unforced sweetness -- after Cliff's car gets towed while he's under anesthesia and the woman who patched up his mouth, a fetching, 60-something blond divorcee named Didi (Liz Larsen) with a daughter Cliff's age, offers to drive her new patient from her office in trendy Brewers Hill to the tow lot in working-class Cherry Hill.
Did I mention that the film is set in Baltimore? Strassner, a native of the city, co-wrote "The Baltimorons" with director Jay Duplass, who's returning to the helm for the first time in over a decade after making five eccentric indie features (starting with "The Puffy Chair") with his brother, Mark, who here retains a producer credit. Neither Strassner not Duplass will let you forget where the movie takes place.
Scenery, product placement and other conversational references to the Baltimore region and its idiosyncrasies and institutions abound, including the Ravens football team; Hampden, Remington and other neighborhoods; Conway Street; the suburb of Dundalk; the Hippodrome and Washington Monument; the restaurant Rocket to Venus; scrapple; Berger cookies; Natty Boh; crab balls and crabs.
As it turns out, Didi's ex, Conway (Brian Mendes), is a crabber, and on this very, very long night, she and Cliff steal Conway's boat in a midnight raid on several crab pots along the Patapsco -- with the now-destroyed Francis Scott Key Bridge seen in the distance. (Didi announces, at one point on their adventure, that she wants to stop to pick up some softshells, which, as any true Baltimorean will tell you, aren't in season in December.)
But more important: Does any real-life resident of Baltimore talk about their hometown this much? I seriously doubt it. All that's missing is a beehived waitress calling a customer "hon."

Liz Larsen and Michael Strassner. (Jon Bergel/IFC Films)


I will say that Strassner, who looks like Rob Reiner circa "All in the Family," has offhand charm to burn. And he is capable of a mean Baltimore accent, which Cliff is called upon to deliver when he and Didi find themselves taking the stage at a pop-up improv nightclub where Cliff revisits old demons, both personal and professional. Early in the film, Cliff swears to Brittany that he will never again drink or do comedy, for reasons that eventually become clear. But that's not the crisis he faces this evening. Rather, it's what he has started to feel for Didi, and she for him.
"The Baltimorons," which takes its name from a sketch that Cliff was once locally famous for performing with an improv troupe -- cue the exaggerated Bawlmer accent -- avoids formula. Its shaggy, meandering plot could be said to have embraced the open-ended spirit of improv: "Yes, and ..."
But neither is it especially funny, at least not in a laugh-out-loud way. This, despite the fact that Duplass says he discovered Strassner via the younger actor/writer/filmmaker's Instagram feed, where his protege can be seen "dancing wildly and shirtlessly like a genius lunatic."
And yet the story manages to put a smile on your face from time to time, despite the gloom of its humor. It avoids happily-ever-after almost as strenuously as it works to remind us: You're not in Hollywood, hon, but Hampden.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong language and mature thematic elements, including suicide. 101 minutes.
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Movies
'Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale' goes out with an upper-class whimper
All the beloved characters return with much ado and not much to do.

From left, Laura Carmichael, Harry Hadden-Paton, Elizabeth McGovern, Hugh Bonneville and Michelle Dockery in "Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale." (Rory Mulvey/Focus Features)


By Ty Burr | 2025-09-11
If I may borrow an idea from the French philosopher Jean Baudrillard for a moment, "Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale" is a simulacrum, a faithful copy of something that never actually existed. In fact, the new movie could be defined as a simulacrum of a simulacrum, since it's a reiteration of the beloved 2010-2015 ITV/PBS series that itself took place in a version of post-Edwardian England that had no reality outside of a Beatrix Potter children's book.
Coming 10 years after the show's final season and three years after the last big-screen sequel, "Grand Finale" is simply nostalgic for its own nostalgia -- for the pleasure viewers took in the estates, titles, gowns and goings-on of a stifling class system with which they had no firsthand experience. And that's okay. But at this point, any new "Downton Abbey" is a Xerox of a facsimile of a tracing of a copy.
Is it any good, you want to know? A reasonable question, and the answer is that you'll find it passable entertainment if you've invested enough time and emotion in the dramas of Lady Mary Crawley (Michelle Dockery); her father, Robert Crawley, the Seventh Earl of Grantham (Hugh Bonneville); his American wife, Cora (Elizabeth McGovern); head butler Mr. Carson (Jim Carter); Mrs. Hughes the housekeeper (Phyllis Logan); and the dozens of others who have come and gone through the halls of Downton Abbey (a character in its own right, played by the 1679 country house Highclere Castle in Hampshire). If you haven't invested the time or have moved on to more pressing issues, like Season 3 of "The Gilded Age," "Grand Finale" will seem more of a whimper than a bang.
Directed, as was 2022's "Downton Abbey: A New Era," by Simon Curtis and written, as ever, by Julian Fellowes, the new movie suffers greatly from a shortage of Maggie Smith, whose Dowager Countess had all the spit and vinegar the rest of the family lacked and who capped off the previous movie by dying. Smith herself died in 2024, and the only relic of her is an imposing portrait of the Countess in the main hallway, gazing at her descendants with a vague air of disappointment. Her absence, however, allows Lady Mary to assume more of the spotlight, and Dockery steps into it with elegance, verve and Anna Robbins's soigne evening gowns. The big scandal of "Grand Finale" is that Lady Mary has gotten herself divorced, which in 1930 makes her a tabloid villainess to be shunned by the titled families of town and country.
Debt continues to cast an impolite shadow over the Grantham estate -- have we ever learned what these characters do for a living? -- and a lifesaving infusion of cash from Cora's late mother fails to materialize when it's learned that her brother Harold has lost it all in bad investments back in New York. Harold is played, happily, by Paul Giamatti -- his scenes are the only times the film rouses itself from a pleasant catnap -- and he brings with him a silky, sneering financial adviser (Alessandro Nivola), who takes one look at Lady Mary and starts twirling an invisible mustache.

From left, Penelope Wilton, Allen Leech, Michelle Dockery and Paul Giamatti. (Rory Mulvey/Focus Features)



From left, Raquel Cassidy, Kevin Doyle, Sophie McShera, Phyllis Logan, Lesley Nicol, Jim Carter, Brendan Coyle and Joanne Froggatt. (Rory Mulvey/Focus Features)


Downstairs, Mr. Carson and the cook Mrs. Patmore (Lesley Nicol) are retiring but not quite yet willing to hand the reins to their respective replacements Andy (Michael Fox) and Daisy (Sophie McShera), just as the patriarchal Earl upstairs is barely repressing his anxiety about letting Mary take possession of the Abbey. Daisy, meanwhile, has been drafted by the egalitarian-minded Lady Merton (Penelope Wilton) to join the planning committee for the local farmers' fair, horrifying the stuffy Sir Hector Moreland (Simon Russell Beale).
Beale, it should be noted, has been described as "the greatest stage actor of his generation" in the British press, and his performance here as a kind of backcountry Colonel Blimp seems like a waste of a perfectly good Shakespearean. But "Downton Abbey" has always specialized in the gelding of good actors and characters: Tom Branson (Allen Leech), the former socialist chauffeur and probable member of the IRA, has by now been so absorbed into the Crawley family and its values that he's seen here praising the virtues of capitalism in a top hat during the races at Ascot.
Similarly, Dominic West ("The Wire," "The Affair") as the raffish thespian Guy Dexter, living in closeted bliss with the former Downton footman Barrow (Robert James-Collier), has little to do but grin and bear it and introduce the Abbey-ites to the famous playwright Noel Coward, who's played by Arty Froushan as a simpering upper-class twit with a dab hand at the piano. Coward gets off one good joke at Barrow's expense toward the end, but it's pitched so high that only theater majors and dogs will be able to hear it.
There are a number of other subplots, but I won't bore you with them since they do that well enough on their own. I repeat, if you have ever loved the Downton Abbey franchise, you will most likely enjoy this one while finding it pretty weak Darjeeling.
"Sometimes I feel that the past is more comfortable than the future," says brother Harold at one point, and comfort in all its pleasures and limitations is what this show has always been about. Not that there's anything wrong with that, but the statute of limitations has passed. The first season of "Downton Abbey" began in 1912 with the characters learning that the Titanic had sunk, taking with it an heir or two. In "The Grand Finale," the show itself finally goes under, its characters waving farewell with cheerful, dull nobility as they vanish beneath the waves.
PG. At area theaters. Contains suggestive material -- mercy! -- smoking and some thematic elements. 124 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
'The End Continues' is lukewarm Tap water
In "Spinal Tap II," the faux-metal band regroups for an amiably lame reunion.

Chris Addison, Kerry Godliman, Christopher Guest, Michael McKean and Harry Shearer in "Spinal Tap II." (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street)


By Ty Burr | 2025-09-11
I regret to report that Spinal Tap has become Dad Rock.
"Spinal Tap II: The End Continues," a sequel to the 1984 comedy classic and foundational mockumentary "This Is Spinal Tap," was withheld from reviewers until the last moment, generally a sign that a movie is irredeemably bad. "Tap II" is not bad; it's merely and mildly amusing, a disappointment in the way that going to see Bob Dylan in 2025 would be if you were expecting to see Bob Dylan from 1966. You can't go home again, or to a miniature Stonehenge, either.
The original crew of the heavy metal movie parody has reassembled in front of and behind the cameras: writer-stars Christopher Guest as guitarist Nigel Tufnel; Michael McKean as lead singer David St. Hubbins; Harry Shearer as the woefully philosophical bassist Derek Smalls; and director Rob Reiner, who once again plays filmmaker Marty DiBergi, charged with documenting the group's first reunion concert in 15 years.
Not that the boys are willing, being contractually obliged by the estate of their late manager Ian Faith (the late Tony Hendra) to fulfill one last gig. 2025 finds the core trio largely retired from the rock life, with Nigel running a cheese and guitar shop in Berwick-upon-Tweed; David in California writing background music for true-crime podcasts and telephone hold companies; and Derek the proud proprietor of London's New Museum of Glue, a venture into Spinal Tap crypto coin not having worked out.

Paul McCartney joins Harry Shearer, Michael McKean and Christopher Guest. (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street)



Christopher Guest, left, with Rob Reiner. (Kyle Kaplan/Bleecker Street)


"The End Continues" has the band re-forming and rehearsing in New Orleans before a concert at the Lakefront Arena, and things do not run smoothly. Original publicist Bobbi Flekman (Fran Drescher) wants nothing to do with the group and is replaced by the sleazy Simon Howler (British comedian Chris Addison), who suffers from a medical condition called St. Cecilia's Curse that doesn't allow him to process music. Speaking of curses, the accidental deaths of 11 previous Spinal Tap drummers mean that Questlove, Lars Ulrich of Metallica and Chad Smith of the Red Hot Chili Peppers are less than enthusiastic about vying for the spot.
And the simmering rivalry/mutual loathing between David and Nigel continues unbated after a decade and a half, each man's half-baked pretensions canceling out the other's. One of the sneakier tricks of the new movie is to acknowledge the pair's dumbed-down debt to Lennon and McCartney by turning the rehearsal sequences into a goof on Peter Jackson's "Get Back" documentary, and the reference goes meta when Sir Paul himself turns up to offer advice. ("We'll take it under advisement," sniffs David.)
The movie's other celebrity appearance is Elton John, who sits in on the early Spinal Tap hippie anthem "(Listen to the) Flower People," which leads Simon to grumble that "there's too much piano." The guest stars are an acknowledgment of how beloved the original "This Is Spinal Tap" has become over the years and how skillfully close to the edge of actuality it always played. To quote a great philosophical treatise, "It's such a fine line between stupid and clever."
"The End Continues," sadly, falls too often on the wrong side of the line. Scene after scene sets up a promising comic premise, like Nigel's cheese guitar or a pedalboard that tries to be the new movie's version of the celebrated amp that goes to 11, and dithers it away with lackluster improvisation that goes nowhere. The ideas are good; it's the energy that's lacking and, to a large degree, the inspiration.
An overarching problem, I think, is that the genre the first movie virtually invented -- the deadpan faux-doc satire -- has become so embedded in popular culture thanks to "The Office," "Parks and Recreation" and Guest's subsequent films ("Best in Show," "Waiting for Guffman") that the novelty -- the sense of wicked daring -- is long gone. What's left is just nostalgia, which is what "Spinal Tap" was created to mock in the first place. That much is clear when the band finally takes the stage for the big concert and plays to a roaring, adoring real-life crowd that sings along with such marvelously idiotic anthems as "Big Bottom," "Hell Hole" and "Bitch School." At that point, the border separating the joke and the joked-upon disappears, and Spinal Tap has become the rock-and-roll institution it set out to parody.
"We're not dead yet," David complains in one scene set at a promotional shoot in a cemetery. "No," he's told, "but you have to start thinking about it."
R. At area theaters. Contains language and some sexual references. 83 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Music
El Cousteau grew up to become your favorite rapper's favorite rapper 
Earl Sweatshirt and A$AP Rocky want to rap with him. On his sharp new album, "Dirty Harry 2," the stylish D.C. native shows why.

D.C.-raised rapper El Cousteau, center, has a new album titled "Dirty Harry 2" that features the likes of Earl Sweatshirt and A$AP Rocky. (Tyra Mitchell)


By Chris Richards | 2025-09-10
Never seen a unicorn, but I have seen a bespectacled teenager shout rhymes through his braces while riding a skateboard on his belly through the streets of Washington, D.C.
You can, too. Open YouTube and look up the 2017 music video for El Cousteau's "Make Me Sick," an ecstatic tantrum of a song that didn't feel like the District-raised rapper's adolescent breakout so much as a good omen pointing in the direction of here and now. Through the years in between, El Cousteau has grown all the way up, achieving favorite-rapper's-favorite-rapper status via blessings from Earl Sweatshirt and A$AP Rocky -- both of whom cameo on "Dirty Harry 2," a skillfully stylish new album that finds an introspective El Cousteau "talking about the downside like it's the good stuff." For further evidence that these are the good times and this is the great stuff, check the album cover: Our hyper-dapper optimist has swapped the orthodontia for a cable-knit sweater and equestrian boots.
El Cousteau has grown as a vocalist, too, and when he raises his voice on "Dirty Harry 2," he's doing it with artful confidence, not hey-over-here necessity. Whether disbursing cool insights or punchy brags, his words tend to originate with a throb in the throat, then loosen and relax by the time they reach his mouth, creating ongoing micro-cycles of agitation and resolution -- a dynamic expertly mirrored through the album's oddest beats. "Menace to Society," produced by the Alchemist, and "A Good Laugh," produced by TwelveAM, each sound especially lumpy and paradoxical, like a nervous heart pumping cold blood.
Which is to say that El Cousteau now sounds very much like himself, a true D.C. rapper. He's a one-of-one in a city of aspirant one-of-ones, and when he describes himself as "awesome" near the conclusion of "Supa Cousteau" it might be a wink to Shy Glizzy's 2014 hit "Awwsome," or not. Regardless, his increasing awesomeness keeps levitating him into starrier circles, and when he recounts the disorientation of that ascent during "6 Cornrows," his craftsmanship feels elite.
"Am I the only one who doesn't idolize the compliments?" El Cousteau asks before breaking the rhyme to draw attention to the scene, "Dinner with the famous people who [are] shallow and real insecure." Within two little lines, he creates a moment that feels glaringly awkward the same way meeting someone rich and fraudulent feels glaringly awkward. If that isn't Anton Chekhov-tier storytelling, what is?
Maybe we shouldn't heap too much praise on the guy. El Cousteau raises his eyebrows at "compliments" during "Pico," a gently tweaked duet with Earl Sweatshirt. He says he's wary of "backhanded compliments" during the greasy glitz of "Marina Del Rey." Maybe he's just bracing himself. If he keeps rapping like this, the compliments will eventually be coming from every direction.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-09-11
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Oct. 5. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sept. 28. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7, 2026. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
*VISARTS "Vessels & Voids: Architects and Ceramic Artists Explore Organic Spaces," through Sept. 28. This exhibition highlights how advances in engineering and 3D printing have been used to create organic forms in architecture. 155 Gibbs St., Rockville. visartscenter.org
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Obituaries
Polly Holliday, a brassy waitress on TV's 'Alice,' dies at 88
On the big screen, she played a hostile receptionist in "All the President's Men" and had a sinister role in "Gremlins."

(CBS Photo Archive/CBS via Getty Images)


By Adam Bernstein | 2025-09-10

Actress Polly Holliday, left, was featured on "Alice" as the feisty waitress Flo. The 1970s sitcom also starred Linda Lavin and Beth Howland. (CBS via Getty Images)


Polly Holliday, a character actress who attracted a national following as the brassy Southern waitress Flo on the 1970s sitcom "Alice," dispatching rude diner customers and her cheapskate boss with the country-fried put-down "Kiss mah grits!," died Sept. 9 at her home in Manhattan. She was 88.
Her death was confirmed by her friend and manager Dennis Aspland, who did not cite a cause.
Aside from her Dixie roots, the Alabama-born Ms. Holliday had little in common with the hip-swinging, gum-snapping, bleached-beehive-sporting, man-crazy Flo. She was, by nearly all accounts, contemplative and erudite, with a gentle lilt in her voice when she was not throwing off sarcastic barbs in character. Once an aspiring concert pianist, she pursued a master's degree in music education and taught public school for years before embarking on an acting career.
Ms. Holliday spent more than a decade performing in repertory theaters along the East Coast before her 1974 Broadway debut in Murray Schisgal's Manhattan-set farce "All Over Town," in which she played a Southern matron.
The show's director was Hollywood star Dustin Hoffman, who later played Washington Post journalist Carl Bernstein in the Watergate film "All the President's Men" (1976). He recommended Ms. Holliday for a brief but memorable role as a hostile receptionist who tries to impede Bernstein's reporting.
The film's casting director also worked on "Alice" and invited Ms. Holliday to audition for the role of Florence Jean Castleberry.
"She's not like me, and I feel I know her," Ms. Holliday told syndicated journalist Fred Robbins in 1980. "My father was a truck driver for a lumber company. Often I'd go with him on trips, and, stopping at diners and truck stops, I met a lot of women like Flo. They'd usually had a pretty tough life and, as a result, had learned to protect themselves with a sense of humor that could stop people in their tracks -- laughing."
After spending years trying to disguise her Southern accent for theater roles in works by Shakespeare, Chekhov and Moliere, Ms. Holliday played it up as Flo. Her blend of screechy twang and taffy-like drawl -- she addressed Mel, the diner owner, as "May-ul" -- sent one producer tumbling off his chair in a fit of laughter.
Ms. Holliday said she initially turned down the role, fearing that "if the show wasn't successful, where would I be with a head of bleached hair?"
She prevailed on producers to let her use a wig. And her less-than-buxom frame, she told the Minneapolis Star Tribune, required further adjustments: "It turned out I had to wear a lot more than wigs to build me out, a whole superstructure, but that's another story."

Ms. Holliday in 1982. (CBS via Getty Images)


"Alice," which began airing on CBS in 1976, was based on the 1974 comedy-drama "Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore," starring Ellen Burstyn in an Oscar-winning performance as a widowed mother and aspiring singer who takes a waitressing job at an Arizona greasy spoon. Diane Ladd received an Oscar nomination for her supporting role as the thick-skinned, obscenity-spouting and deeply sympathetic Flo.
The sitcom, with only a superficial connection to the film, had Linda Lavin in the title role and featured Vic Tayback as Mel, Beth Howland as the clumsy, scatterbrained waitress Vera, and Ms. Holliday as the sassy old hand from Cowtown, Texas, who can put any man in his place. (Lavin died in December.) Ms. Holliday's "grits" insult was not part of the original script. "The line began as 'Kiss mah honeydew,' " she later said, "but it didn't get any laughs."
The show was mauled by critics but drew strong ratings, with audiences responding most favorably to Ms. Holliday, who received three Emmy nominations for her supporting work.
By many accounts, her popularity generated tensions with Lavin. As one person on the set observed at the time, "How would you like it if you were the star of a show, playing the title role, and a supporting player got the funniest lines, the biggest laughs and the most fan mail?"
Ms. Holliday left in 1980 for the short-lived spin-off "Flo," another CBS sitcom, for which she received an Emmy nod for outstanding lead actress in a comedy series. She was replaced on "Alice" by Ladd as a new waitress named Belle.
Eager to avoid typecasting, Ms. Holliday relished the chance to play a wealthy, coldhearted widow who gets her comeuppance in the 1984 movie "Gremlins." She also appeared on shows ranging from "The Golden Girls" to "Homicide: Life on the Street" and portrayed the strong-willed mother of Jill Taylor (Patricia Richardson) on the '90s sitcom "Home Improvement."
Ms. Holliday made an important but largely unremarked contribution as an acting and dialogue coach to Hoffman as he prepared for his starring role in the film "Tootsie" (1982). Hoffman played an out-of-work actor who masquerades as a woman to get a job on a TV soap opera. As he developed the character of Dorothy, a well-mannered Southerner who must defend herself against the groping and chauvinistic comments of her male colleagues, Hoffman called upon Ms. Holliday for guidance.
Under her tutelage, Hoffman perfected an Alabama accent -- "say-ownd" (for "sound"), "ind" (for "end") -- Ms. Holliday told The Washington Post. They read scenes from the Tennessee Williams play "A Streetcar Named Desire," with Ms. Holliday as Stella and Hoffman as Blanche DuBois -- and with Meryl Streep as their audience at Hoffman's New York apartment.
In a final test, Hoffman ventured out in public as Dorothy and did his best, in character, to pester fellow actors without revealing his identity. He fooled Jon Voight at the Russian Tea Room and Jose Ferrer in an elevator.
Ms. Holliday told The Post that she went uncredited for her work with Hoffman, who received an Oscar nomination for best actor for "Tootsie." But she noted that he owed her a favor, should she ever get a role that required her to "talk like a nice Jewish boy."
Polly Dean Holliday was born in Jasper, Alabama, on July 2, 1937. She was 9 when her parents divorced, and she was raised in Childersburg, a small town to the southeast, by her mother, who scraped by as a nurse.
While attending an Alabama state college for women -- now the University of Montevallo -- Ms. Holliday appeared in campus productions.
"A drama teacher saw me and thought I had real flair. And, secretly, so did I," she told Robbins. "When I was acting, I forgot all the loneliness I'd known as a child. The inferiority complex I had about not having as much as other kids, or not being popular with boys, just vanished. ... I wasn't even invited to the prom. But later, when acting took hold of me, none of that mattered anymore."
Ms. Holliday received a bachelor's degree in piano in 1959 and then entered Florida State University in Tallahassee to do graduate work in music education. When she ran out of money, she went to Sarasota, Florida, where she taught music in public schools and spent summers acting with a repertory theater company.
During her busy movie and TV career, Ms. Holliday returned periodically to the stage. On Broadway, she and Jean Stapleton played two homicidal old sisters in a 1986 revival of "Arsenic and Old Lace."
For playing Big Mama in a 1990 revival of Williams's "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" -- also starring Charles Durning and Kathleen Turner -- Ms. Holliday received a Tony nomination for her supporting role. Her final Broadway appearance was as overprotective mother Flo Owens in a 1994 reprise of William Inge's drama "Picnic."
Ms. Holliday never married. She said she valued the freedom she had in her personal and professional life. She lived frugally during her prime sitcom years, when she earned as much as $25,000 a week.
She leaves no immediate survivors.
In California, she drove an old Chevy, seldom entertained at her Burbank apartment and washed her clothes at a neighborhood laundromat. In New York, she was heavily involved with Episcopal Grace Church in Greenwich Village and its choral society. At Grace Church, she helped found an acclaimed chamber music series, which she supported for years.
With "Alice" dominating her wide-ranging screen and stage credits, Ms. Holliday resignedly accepted that her career often was reduced to one quip, about those immortal grits. When fans asked her to repeat Flo's signature line, she recalled, "I usually just smile and say, 'Oh, I'm sure you could do it better.'"
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Washington Commanders
Washington is the NFL's oldest team. Not just this year, but in nearly two decades.
Thursday night's game in Green Bay isn't just a meeting of NFC heavyweights. It's also the youngest roster in the league against the oldest. 

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Schad, Emily Giambalvo | 2025-09-11

Headlined by Von Miller, Zach Ertz and Bobby Wagner, the Washington Commanders have the NFL's oldest roster. (Photo illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./The Washington Post; photos by David Zalubowski/AP and Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


Jayden Daniels's locker sits in the far corner of the Washington Commanders' locker room, prime real estate for a 24-year-old franchise quarterback. To his left is running back Austin Ekeler, who is 30. Diagonally to his right is linebacker Bobby Wagner, 35.
In almost any other industry, all three would still be considered young men, with the bulk of their careers ahead of them. But in the NFL, perspectives are skewed. Daniels is a rising star, Ekeler is a savvy veteran, and players such as Wagner are talked about as if they couldn't make it onto the field without a cane.
"You'd almost think we're like 200 years old or something," Wagner said over the summer.
The Commanders won't be snowbirding in Florida yet, though in football terms they are quite old.
Commanders players who saw the field in Sunday's season opener against the New York Giants were, on average, 28.6 years old. According to a Washington Post analysis, that makes their roster both the oldest in the NFL this season and the league's oldest in nearly two decades.
Based on the group of players who appeared in at least one game during the regular season, according to data from the website Sports Reference, no team has had an average roster age of 28.6 or older since 2007 -- when Washington's players were 28.7 years old in the last year of Joe Gibbs's second stint as coach.
The Commanders' aging roster has been a subplot since General Manager Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn took over last season and began adding veterans. In their first offseason, they brought in Wagner and tight end Zach Ertz, now 34. This past offseason, they added left tackle Laremy Tunsil, 31, and edge rusher Von Miller, 36.
It's particularly notable ahead of Thursday night's game against the Green Bay Packers -- who, for the third consecutive season, have the youngest team in the league.
"It's a young man's game," Packers GM Brian Gutekunst told reporters in 2023. "And you need the legs. You need the speed."
Peters offered a different take at the start of training camp: "Whether they're 22 or 35, if they can help us win, we're going to bring them in."
Both the Commanders and the Packers are on an upward trajectory, with dazzling young quarterbacks and realistic dreams of a deep playoff run -- perhaps even to the Super Bowl. But the contrasts in roster construction are stark.
With Daniels in the second year of a cheap rookie contract and unable to hit the open market until 2029, Washington sees a championship window. The franchise has signed a bevy of older players, often on relatively cheap contracts, and taken a few big swings -- such as acquiring Tunsil and wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr. via trade.
"They've got this window with Jayden Daniels where they're going all in," said former quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick, who was 38 when he played his only game for the Washington Football Team in 2021. He will be working the game as a studio analyst for Prime Video's "Thursday Night Football" broadcast.
"That resonates through a locker room, too," Fitzpatrick continued. "You look around and all the sudden Von Miller is your teammate and you make a trade for Laremy Tunsil -- those types of things are showing the guys that they are all in and think they're good enough to win a Super Bowl this year."

Tight end Zach Ertz is still a solid contributor on the field, not to mention what he brings off it. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


The Packers have built a contender while staying young -- which meant, among other things, shelling out draft picks and a nine-figure contract to acquire Micah Parsons, who is still just 26.
While the Commanders have 17 players on their 53-man roster who are in their 30s, including six who started Sunday's 21-6 win over the Giants, the Packers have just two: kicker Brandon McManus and long snapper Matt Orzech.
"The building [of] a team, there's not one size to fit all, for sure," Quinn said when asked about the contrast Tuesday. "But having excellent veteran players that really have high standards for how they operate, behave, perform, practice -- of course that helps."
For Quinn, it's not about who was born when but rather who has seen what -- and how experience, when channeled through the right personalities, can shape culture. He sees older players not only as contributors but as teachers, key cogs in a peer-to-peer learning network.
At almost every position, the Commanders have a veteran who is expected to share his knowledge (such as Ertz) and a relative newcomer to soak it all up (second-year tight end Ben Sinnott).
"When I was a young player, at least, you're kind of trying to figure out what works and what doesn't work," Ertz said. "Now I've got my routine. I stick to my routine. I feel like I've seen a lot of situations, seen a lot of football -- in my case, seen a lot of defenses."
Sinnott is 23 and recently married. Ertz is 34 with three kids and a ninth anniversary coming in the spring. For Sinnott, the elder teammate isn't just a resource on game prep -- or how to approach a shortened game week like this one -- but also a daily model for how to go through life.
"It's just his intentionality as far as his routine, the way he works, the way he handles himself," Sinnott said. "You'll catch him at the same spot every single day, at the same time, doing the same things. It's just a consistent thing, over and over."

Commanders linebacker Bobby Wagner is still going strong in his 14th NFL season. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


While these Commanders have the league's oldest roster, they have the most experienced one, too. Players on their roster had appeared in an average of 77 NFL games before the start of this season. Wagner and 36-year-old special teams ace Nick Bellore, who delivered a crunching tackle on a punt return Sunday, have played in more than 200 apiece.
The sport becomes more mental than physical as players age. Wagner said in training camp he now needs just two steps to get to the right spot to make a tackle, whereas a younger, less experienced player might take 10.
"People say the game slows down," Ekeler said. "The game never slows down. Your thought process actually just speeds up. You're just seeing things a little bit more efficiently."
There are drawbacks to older rosters, of course. Players near the end of their careers such as Ertz, Miller and Wagner, tend to play on one-year contracts, which leads to roster churn. Straight-line speed and quickness commonly deteriorate over time. And, in an inherently violent sport, bodies break down.
Peters said in a radio interview last week he is not concerned about the perceived injury risks that come with an older roster. Quinn has spoken repeatedly about the importance of managing each player's workload during the season, which includes regular days off for veterans.
"The rumors about Dan Quinn are true: He's a players' coach," said Miller, who was one of six veteran players to get a day off Tuesday. "He keeps the guys healthy."

GM Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn value the experience veterans bring. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


For Scott Pioli, age is not just about perspective. It's also a simple question of word choice.
This week, the longtime NFL personnel executive responded to a question about age and roster construction by running through some of the veteran players on his former teams that won conference championships.
"Again, I'm using the word 'veteran' not 'older,'" Pioli said.
He paused slightly, almost in anticipation of a follow-up question.
"Were they older?" he continued. "Yeah."
Experience is a trait that, at least statistically, has become a hallmark of Quinn's teams. During his five-plus years as the head coach in Atlanta, the Falcons regularly had one of the league's oldest teams -- if not the oldest, The Post found.
That's no surprise to Pioli, who worked with Quinn in Atlanta, when he was assistant general manager. He said the team intentionally brought in a wave of veterans ahead of the 2016 season, when they made a run to the Super Bowl. The Post's analysis found the Falcons had the oldest team in the NFL that year.
Pioli's staff employed a similar strategy during his time in New England in the early 2000s, when the Patriots won three Super Bowls in a span of four years. He overlapped there with a promising intern who later became a team scout: Peters.
"This has worked," said Pioli, who is now a consultant for the league office and the athletic departments of three universities, including Virginia. "AP saw it firsthand in New England, and DQ saw it firsthand in Atlanta."
While it's tempting to view the addition of older players as a short-term fix or a sprint toward the Super Bowl, Pioli thinks Quinn and Peters are operating as he once did, with the idea of using smart vets to ingrain a culture.
"We weren't trying to run through a window," he explained. "We were trying to establish something."
And yet, with Daniels under center and a surprising run to the NFC championship game in their rearview mirror, the Commanders' championship window is clearly open.
Naturally, the same could be said of the Packers. They're just going about it differently. The average age of the Packers is 25.8 -- nearly three years younger than the average of the Commanders. That gap might not seem massive, but in a league where the average playing career lasts about three seasons, it's a gulf.
The question is whether that gulf will be visible Thursday night. "It doesn't do anything when you snap the ball," Ertz said. "To us, it doesn't mean anything."
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Washington Commanders
Believe the hype. Jacory Croskey-Merritt is already a success story.
A year ago, the Commanders rookie running back wasn't sure his NFL dream would come true.

Washington Commanders running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt scored his first NFL touchdown Sunday against the New York Giants. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


By Barry Svrluga | 2025-09-11
In the middle of the University of Arizona's 2024 football season, a veteran coach took an ineligible player for a walk around the practice field in Tucson. Jacory Croskey-Merritt played one game for the Wildcats last fall. He wowed everyone who watched him rip through New Mexico, his former team. In the weeks since, he hadn't played a snap. He was caught up in an NCAA rules issue. His senior season was slipping away. He worried his NFL dream might be, too.
In stepped Alonzo Carter, the Wildcats' running backs coach and an old-school football sage. As they walked, Carter asked Croskey-Merritt to look around. Tucson is beautiful in the fall. Take in the facilities. Consider whom you're surrounded with.
"I said: 'Hey, man. You know how people go and train for the combine?'" Carter recalled this week by phone. "'Let's just say you got a two-month jump start. But the difference is, you don't have to go home. You don't have to fly to Florida or someplace. You're getting to do it right here where you're comfortable, with the people that love you and people that are going to support you.' ... From then on, he never left the facility."
By so many measures, Croskey-Merritt's rise in popularity -- among the Washington Commanders' fan base, with owners of fantasy football teams, within his own locker room -- is among the least likely stories in the infancy of this NFL season. He played just that one game in his final year of college, which came at his third school. He was selected in the seventh and final round of the draft, after 244 players and 24 running backs had been taken before him. He did nothing but make plays throughout the Commanders' offseason workouts, gained 70 yards on 18 carries and scored a touchdown in two preseason games to easily secure a roster spot, and essentially made three-year starter Brian Robinson Jr. expendable by trade.
On Sunday in his NFL debut, Croskey-Merritt ran 10 times for 82 yards against the New York Giants. The list of rushers who gained more yards in Week 1: Derrick Henry of Baltimore, Travis Etienne of Jacksonville and Breece Hall of the New York Jets. Combined NFL regular season games for those three: 228. To various degrees, they're experienced stars who have been featured in their offenses for years. Croskey-Merritt arrived as a borderline nobody.
No matter. He scored his first regular season touchdown. He burst free for a 42-yard, fourth-quarter run that about put the Giants away. He heard the Northwest Stadium crowd chant his nickname -- "Bill! Bill! Bill! Bill!" -- like it was something out of a movie.
"This is what I wanted," Croskey-Merritt said. "Just to be able to show the world that I can play football."
He's showing at least a slice of the world, in the nation's capital, where he is already downright adored. Still, this zero-star recruit who spent three years at Alabama State University in his hometown of Montgomery and then had his showcase of a senior year all but erased is one of the most impactful NFL rookies thus far?
"Doesn't surprise me," Carter said. "Not one bit."
"They're going to chant his name for a long time," said Donald Hill-Eley, Croskey-Merritt's coach at Alabama State. "That kid's got a great upside. He's going to play some good football."
We're one week in. Sixteen games over four months stretch out ahead. There's a strong temptation to resist the hype, to downplay Croskey-Merritt's potential.
Then you listen to the people who know him.

Croskey-Merritt ran for 82 yards in the season opener Sunday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


"This is a kid who came from very humble beginnings," said Hill-Eley, who recruited Croskey-Merritt out of Sidney Lanier High in Montgomery. "Jacory grew up in one of the impoverished, low-income places over there and is a success story in itself. Kept his nose clean. Didn't succumb to the streets or all the other stuff that was going on in Montgomery. A lot of folks would say that kids from that area, the only way they can make it was leave town. He proved them wrong."
Not without some significant hiccups.
What happened at Alabama State remains a bit murky. The school's stats show Croskey-Merritt played in four games as a freshman, which would have made him eligible to redshirt. Other statistical sites show he played in several more, which would have burned his redshirt year. The school argued that another running back took Croskey-Merritt's jersey number. Neither the NCAA nor Arizona was sure about that, and after Croskey-Merritt ran for 106 yards on 13 carries -- including a 36-yard touchdown -- in the 2024 season opener against New Mexico, Wildcats officials began holding him out of games.
"It was so much going on," Hill-Eley said of Croskey-Merritt's freshman year at Alabama State. "With everything else that's going on, I'm not even at liberty to talk about it. It's still an ongoing matter. But how it was, whatever happened was unfortunate. For right now, all of it is behind him, and he's moving forward."
Arizona officials did not respond to an email requesting clarity. Croskey-Merritt called it a misunderstanding.
"I didn't even ask about it," Carter said. "I didn't even talk about it."
Carter's job, then, became to keep Croskey-Merritt engaged. NFL scouts were still visiting Arizona's practices.
"That was the carrot I had over his head -- the scouts," Carter said. "They're all asking about you. Just because you're not playing in the games, that don't mean you're still not being evaluated. Your games are practice."
Carter said Croskey-Merritt, running behind a scout-team offensive line, regularly turned broken plays into 50- and 60-yard touchdown runs against Arizona's first-team defense.
"With his vision, his ability to cut back and see is rare," Carter said. "It's a special trait that he has that you don't normally see in most people."
Still, there were moments when Croskey-Merritt pushed back. Carter made him sit in the front row of the meeting room, taking notes. Croskey-Merritt sometimes wondered why he was taking notes on a game plan if he wasn't going to play. That walk around the practice field, just coach and player, became necessary. The scouts would see him. How would he respond?
"They want to see how you deal with this adversity," Carter asked. "Do you shut down? Do you go in the tank?"
From there, Croskey-Merritt was all in. The coach came to understand that if he approached his office and the lights were out, Croskey-Merritt was napping on his couch, waiting for Carter to come back so they could go over plays. He wanted to impress scouts with his understanding, too. During that season, Commanders scout Peter Picerelli took Carter to lunch.
"He was just really detailed, asking a lot of personal questions, just all the positive things that Bill brought to the table," Carter said. "He came a couple of times. He'd seen it, just the talent. But he wanted to know about the person, too."
Now, we've all seen it. Jacory Croskey-Merritt -- sorry, Bill, because as a kid he looked like cartoon character Little Bill -- was a practice-only running back who is becoming a prime-time player. That happened because he has ability that people didn't get to see on TV last fall. It also happened because, when he couldn't play, he got better anyway.
"I kind of knew what I was fighting for," Croskey-Merritt said. "I was fighting for moments like this, knowing it was going to come. And when it came, I was going to make sure I was ready."
Next up: Green Bay on Thursday night. For the first time in the regular season, a national television audience will get to see this kid with the hyphenated name who goes by Bill. People will almost certainly see his ability. They should know his story, too.

RFK Stadium was home to Washington D.C.'s football, baseball and soccer teams for decades. It also hosted iconic concerts and events. And now it's coming down.
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