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    Saudi Arabia signs a mutual defense pact with nuclear-armed Pakistan after Israel's attack on Qatar
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            Saudi Arabia signs a mutual defense pact with nuclear-armed Pakistan after Israel's attack on Qatar- AP explains

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This handout photograph released by the state-run Saudi Press Agency shows Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, left, embracing Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman after signing a joint defense pact in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (Saudi Press Agency via AP)]
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            This handout photograph released by the state-run Saudi Press Agency shows Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, left, embracing Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman after signing a joint defense pact in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (Saudi Press Agency via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Pakistan's Press Information Department, Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, second right, Saudi Arabia's Defence Minister Khalid bin Salman, left, Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, second left, and Pakistan's Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir, pose for photographs after signing a mutual defense pact, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (Press Information Department via AP)]
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[image: In this photo released by Pakistan's Press Information Department, Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, right, and Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif pose for photograph after signing a mutual defense pact, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (Press Information Department via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            In this photo released by Pakistan's Press Information Department, Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, right, and Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif pose for photograph after signing a mutual defense pact, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (Press Information Department via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this Monday, March 30, 2015 file photo provided by the Saudi Press Agency (SPA), Royal Saudi Land Forces and units of Special Forces of the Pakistani army take part in a joint military exercise called "Al-Samsam 5" in Shamrakh field, north of Baha region, southwest Saudi Arabia. (AP Photo/SPA, File)]
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            MUNIR AHMED and JON GAMBRELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Saudi Arabia and nuclear-armed Pakistan have signed a mutual defense pact that defines any attack on either nation as an attack on both -- a key accord in the wake of Israel's strike on Qatar last week. 
The kingdom has long had close economic, religious and security ties to Pakistan, including reportedly providing funding for Islamabad's nuclear weapons program as it developed. Analysts -- and Pakistani diplomats in at least one case -- have suggested over the years that Saudi Arabia could be included under Islamabad's nuclear umbrella, particularly as tensions have risen over Iran's atomic program. 
But the timing of the pact appeared to be a signal to Israel, long suspected to be the Middle East's only nuclear-armed state, which has conducted a sprawling military offensive since Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel stretching across Iran, Lebanon, the Palestinian territories, Qatar, Syria and Yemen. 
Israel did not respond to requests for comment. The pact marks the first major defense decision by a Gulf Arab country since the Qatar attack. The United States, long the security guarantor for the Gulf Arab states, also did not respond to questions posed to the State Department.

    
    
    
A deal signed in Riyadh
Saudi Arabia's powerful Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman signed the pact on Wednesday with Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. 
While not specifically discussing the bomb, the agreement states "any aggression against either country shall be considered an aggression against both," according to statements issued by both Pakistan's Foreign Affairs Ministry and the state-run Saudi Press Agency.
"This agreement ... aims to develop aspects of defense cooperation between the two countries and strengthen joint deterrence against any aggression," the statement said. 
A senior Saudi official, speaking on condition of anonymity to The Financial Times, seemed to suggest that Pakistan's nuclear protection was a part of the deal, saying it "will utilize all defensive and military means deemed necessary depending on the specific threat."

    
Zalmay Khalilzad, a former U.S. diplomat with long experience in Afghanistan and Pakistan, expressed concern over the deal, saying it comes in "dangerous times." 
"Pakistan has nuclear weapons and delivery systems that can hit targets across the Middle East, including Israel. It also is developing systems that can reach targets in the U.S.," Khalilzad wrote on X. 
A long defense relationship
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have a defense relationship stretching back decades, in part due to Islamabad's willingness to defend the Islamic holy sites of Mecca and Medina in the kingdom. Pakistani troops first traveled to Saudi Arabia in the late 1960s over concerns about Egypt's war in Yemen at the time. 
Those ties increased after Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution and the kingdom's fears of a confrontation with Tehran.
Pakistan developed its nuclear weapons program to counter India's atomic bombs. The two neighbors have fought multiple wars against each other and again came close to open warfare after an attack on tourists in April in Indian-controlled Kashmir. India is believed to have an estimated 172 nuclear warheads, while Pakistan has 170, according to the U.S.-published Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.
On Thursday, India's Foreign Ministry acknowledged the Saudi-Pakistan pact and said it "will study the implications of this development for our national security as well as for regional and global stability." Saudi Arabia also maintains close ties with India. 

    
An interest in Pakistan's program
Retired Pakistani Brig. Gen. Feroz Hassan Khan, in his book on his country's nuclear weapons program called "Eating Grass: The Making of the Pakistani Bomb," said Saudi Arabia provided "generous financial support to Pakistan that enabled the nuclear program to continue, especially when the country was under sanctions." 
Pakistan faced U.S. sanctions for years over its pursuit of the bomb -- and saw new ones imposed over its ballistic missile work at the end of the Biden administration.
In a 2007 U.S. diplomatic cable published by WikiLeaks, American diplomats in Saudi Arabia noted that their Pakistani counterparts had brought up the idea of the kingdom pursuing a weapons program alongside Islamabad in order to be the "physical protector" of the Mideast.

    
Both Pakistan and Saudi Arabia did not respond to questions from The Associated Press on Thursday on whether the pact extended to Islamabad's nuclear weapons arsenal. Pakistan "has historically maintained a deliberately ambiguous nuclear doctrine," according to the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists. 
Syed Muhammad Ali, an Islamabad-based security analyst, noted on Thursday that Pakistan's National Command Authority -- which oversees the country's atomic weapons -- had not made any statement on the pact. However, he said he believed Pakistan capable of responding to Israel even without the deterrent effect of atomic weapons.
"Pakistan is more than confident that its conventional capability is adequate," he said. "Pakistan's military ... is adequate enough to improve the security of Saudi Arabia without having to resort to the nuclear option." 

    
How Iran ties in
Saudi Arabia has sought U.S. assistance to advance a civilian nuclear power program, in part with what had been a proposed diplomatic recognition deal with Israel prior to the 2023 Hamas attack that triggered the nearly two-year war in Gaza. That could allow Saudi Arabia to enrich uranium in the kingdom -- something that worries nonproliferation experts as spinning centrifuges opens the door to a possible weapons program. 
That deal -- and a Saudi recognition of Israel -- seem further away than ever as the kingdom has condemned Israel's actions in Gaza and the crown prince has come out saying that Israel is committing a "genocide" in the Gaza Strip.
However, Prince Mohammed has also said the kingdom would pursue a nuclear weapon if Iran had one. Saudi Arabia already is believed to have a domestic ballistic missile program, which can be a delivery system for a nuclear weapon. Still, the kingdom is a member of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and is not known to have move toward acquiring the bomb through its own work. Saudi Arabia has had a Chinese-mediated detente with Iran since 2023. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi had a call Thursday with his Saudi counterpart, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, to discuss the pact. 
___
Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writer Vineeta Deepak in New Delhi contributed to this report. 
___

The Associated Press receives support for nuclear security coverage from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and Outrider Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Additional AP coverage of the nuclear landscape: https://apnews.com/projects/the-new-nuclear-landscape/
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    More Americans say Israel has gone too far in the Gaza conflict




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Pro-Palestinian demonstrators gather for a protest in front of Associated Press offices on Aug. 28, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jon Cherry)]



        

        
        
            
                    Pro-Palestinian demonstrators gather for a protest in front of the Associated Press offices, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jon Cherry)
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            AAMER MADHANI and LINLEY SANDERS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- At a moment of growing international alarm about the humanitarian situation in Gaza, more U.S. adults view Israel's military action in the Palestinian territory as excessive than at the beginning of the war, according to a new poll.
About half of Americans say the military response from Israel in the Gaza Strip has "gone too far," according to the survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. That's up from November 2023, when 40% said Israel's military action had gone too far. That AP-NORC poll was conducted shortly after Hamas started the conflict by launching an Oct. 7, 2023, assault on Israel in which militants killed about 1,200 people and took 251 hostages.
But at the same time, Americans overall, particularly Republicans, are less likely to say that negotiating a ceasefire should be a high priority for the U.S. government than they were just a few months ago when the U.S. was holding ceasefire talks with Hamas.

    
The shift in American attitudes about Israel's actions comes as Israel begins an expanded ground offensive on Gaza City. Israel is facing increased international scrutiny over its conduct in Gaza, with a team of independent experts commissioned by the United Nations' Human Rights Council this week announcing it has concluded that Israel is committing genocide. 
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[image: The Gaboa family, Bedouins living in Al-Furaa village in southern Israel, gather around the makeshift bomb shelter they made from two gravel trucks buried in dirt to protect them from incoming Iranian fire, Tuesday, June 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Israel's Bedouin Arabs turn to DIY solutions for lack of bomb shelters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Security members carry belongings as they leave the damaged Syrian Defense Ministry building allegedly hit by several Israeli airstrikes, in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, July 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Syrian government and Druze minority leaders announce a new ceasefire
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Boxes and bags of humanitarian aid delivered by the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a U.S.-backed organization approved by Israel, are seen in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on May 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A crowd surge at an aid site in Gaza run by an Israeli-backed group kills 20 Palestinians
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Israel has already destroyed vast areas of Gaza, displaced around 90% of the population and caused a catastrophic humanitarian crisis, with experts announcing a famine in Gaza City. The Palestinian death toll has surpassed 65,000, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.

    
"The level of innocent women and children suffering," said Renee Hollier, of Lafayette, Louisiana, who described herself as a political independent and mother of a toddler. "There's just no justification for this kind of suffering to continue."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Displaced Palestinians flee Gaza City carrying their belongings along the coastal road toward southern Gaza, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]



        

        
        
            
                    Displaced Palestinians flee Gaza City carrying their belongings along the coastal road toward southern Gaza, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Bipartisan uptick in views that Israel has 'gone too far'
The poll found a bipartisan uptick in Americans finding Israel's military response has "gone too far." 
About 7 in 10 Democrats say this now, up from 58% in November 2023. And roughly half of independents say the same, compared with about 4 in 10 in the earlier measure. Republicans have also moved slightly, from 18% to 24%.

    
    
    
Concern about overreach from Israel was high in January 2024, when 50% of U.S. adults said Israel had "gone too far," but that fell slightly as the war continued.
And 45% of U.S. adults now say it's "extremely" or "very" important for the U.S. to provide humanitarian relief to Palestinians in Gaza, similar to Americans' views at the start of the war but up slightly from 41% in March.
Miguel Martinez, 55, of Miami, said it remains critical for President Donald Trump's Republican administration to prioritize humanitarian relief even as it backs the Israeli military's effort to defeat Hamas. Martinez supports Israel's aim to defeat Hamas, but he's concerned that the conflict is dragging on.

    
"Not everyone there is the enemy," said Martinez, a Republican who said he broadly approves of Trump's handling of the conflict. "Those people need help."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Israeli President Isaac Herzog meet at the Beit Hanassi presidential residence, during Rubio's visit, in Jerusalem, Monday, Sept. 15, 2025. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Fewer say negotiating a ceasefire should be a high US priority
Despite the growing view that Israel has overstepped, Americans are less likely to consider it a high priority to negotiate a permanent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas than they were when the Trump administration was heavily involved in negotiations. That downward shift is primarily driven by Republicans. 

    
About half of U.S. adults say it's "extremely" or "very" important, down from 59% in March but in line with views from last year. Republicans have grown less likely to say it's "extremely" or "very" important for the U.S. to negotiate a permanent ceasefire since earlier in the year, while Democrats haven't shifted.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks at the opening event of the bipartisan delegation of American legislators to Israel in Jerusalem, Monday, Sept. 15, 2025. (Debbie Hill/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said the conflict will continue until Hamas is eliminated and the remaining hostages are released from captivity. Hamas has said its assault was in response to the more than decadelong blockade of Gaza, Israeli raids inside West Bank cities, increasing attacks by settlers on Palestinians and the growth of settlements.
In interviews, Americans across the political spectrum were dour about the prospects of the Trump administration mediating a lasting ceasefire. During the campaign, Trump pledged to quickly end the Israel-Hamas war as well as the Russian invasion of Ukraine. He's struggled with both.
Approval of Trump's handling of the conflict is down slightly among U.S. adults to 37%, compared with 44% in March.
"There's an all-or-nothing attitude on both sides," Martinez said of Israel and Hamas. "Any resolution, any ceasefire, it's hard to see it being anything more than temporary."
Netanyahu last week approved an audacious strike targeting Hamas officials in the Gulf emirate of Qatar, an operation that killed six people but that Hamas claims failed to kill any of the group's leaders. The attack also threatened to upend months of ceasefire diplomacy mediated by Qatar, which has served as an intermediary with Hamas.

    
Democrats are more likely to prioritize negotiations on an independent Palestinian state
Larry Kapenstein, 71, a Democrat from Middletown, Pennsylvania, said he's worried about the conflict's long-term ramifications for Israel's economy and standing in the world.
"I side with Israel, and I think they're in the right in this, but I think Netanyahu has just taken this too far," Kapenstein said. "There's got to be a better way."
About 3 in 10 U.S. adults said it is "extremely" or "very" important to negotiate the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, unchanged from January 2024. But that belief is especially pronounced among Democrats: About half now say this is highly important, up from 41% in 2024. That compares with 19% of independents and 14% of Republicans. 
The U.N. General Assembly voted overwhelmingly last week to support a two-state solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict and urge Israel to commit to a Palestinian state, a move that Netanyahu vehemently opposed and that the U.S. was one of the 10 countries to vote against.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks to media at Ben Gurion International Airport, as he departs Tel Aviv for Qatar following an official visit, near Lod, Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025. (Nathan Howard/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Support for military aid for Israel falls
The survey also found slightly less support for military aid for Israel.
About 2 in 10 U.S. adults said it is "extremely" or "very" important for the U.S. to provide aid to Israel's military to fight Hamas, down from 36% at the war's start. The decline has been particularly dramatic among Democrats, from 30% at the beginning of the war to 15% now.
Lehks Wright, 50, of Albany, Georgia, who is an independent, said it's difficult to justify spending billions of dollars backing Israel's military when the Trump administration is calling for sweeping cuts in federal spending on health care and other social programs.
"If you're going to say we're in a deficit and there's government bloat, and I am not doubting that, then cut spending on other countries, too," Wright said.
___

The AP-NORC poll of 1,183 adults was conducted Sept. 11-15, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-hamas-palestinians-poll-0cd426a364260582ac6c1bc79ac8922f
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    One of the rarest birds in the world finds a city sanctuary in Hong Kong




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A wild yellow-crested cockatoo perches on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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            A wild yellow-crested cockatoo perches on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dreamy Cheung feeds her domesticated yellow-crested cockatoo at a park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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            Dreamy Cheung feeds her domesticated yellow-crested cockatoo at a park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of wild yellow-crested cockatoos perch on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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            A group of wild yellow-crested cockatoos perch on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Conservationist Harry Wong climbs up to the tree to install an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong, adjusts an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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            Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong, adjusts an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Yellow-crested cockatoos have found a sanctuary in Hong Kong's urban parks, but they face housing troubles similar to their human neighbors. These screechy birds, native to Indonesia and East Timor, make up about 10% of the species' global wild population. Now conservationists are installing artificial nest boxes. One already has a pair of cockatoos nesting inside. (AP Video by Katie Tam & Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            KANIS LEUNG and CHAN LONG HEI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- Critically endangered yellow-crested cockatoos found an unexpected sanctuary among Hong Kong 's towering skyscrapers, but like their human neighbors they now face trouble finding a place to call home.
Native to Indonesia and East Timor, the snow-white birds, their crests flashing like yellow crowns, squawk through the urban parks of the Asian financial hub. They make up roughly 10% of the species' global wild population, which numbers only up to 2,000 mature birds.
Research shows the city's cockatoo population has stagnated as the birds, which live in tree cavities, are losing natural nesting spaces in old trees due to typhoons and government tree trimming for public safety. That's adding to global pressures on cockatoos such as the illegal pet trade and climate change.

    
Hong Kong's conservationists have stepped in with a solution: installing artificial nest boxes that mimic these natural hollows.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Conservationist Harry Wong climbs up to the tree to install an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]



        

        
        
            
                    Conservationist Harry Wong climbs up to the tree to install an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong who led the project, said a pair of birds already settled in a nest box her team fixed onto a tree on her campus, the city's oldest university. She aims to install 10 boxes by year's end and ultimately boost that figure to 50 in the next few years across Hong Kong Island. 
"And then they can continue to live in the city," she said. 



    
        




    




Pet trade and habitat loss push species in Indonesia to the brink

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by Bonnie J. Zimmermann, a monument depicting the Yellow Crested Cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea abbotti) is seen in Masakambing, Sumenep, East Java, Indonesia, on June 29, 2023. (Bonnie J. Zimmermann via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo released by Bonnie J. Zimmermann, a monument depicting the Yellow Crested Cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea abbotti) is seen in Masakambing, Sumenep, East Java, Indonesia, on June 29, 2023. (Bonnie J. Zimmermann via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Once widespread across island chains from central to eastern Indonesia and East Timor, the yellow-crested cockatoo has vanished from many islands and clings to survival on others. 

    
    
    
The International Union for Conservation of Nature says as much as 90% of the population is thought to have disappeared since 1978, mainly due to trapping for the pet trade.
Weak enforcement of a 1994 export ban by Indonesia has allowed the trade to persist, including targeting chicks. In 2015, Indonesian police arrested a man on suspicion of smuggling about 20 birds by stuffing them inside water bottles. 

    
Deforestation from farming and logging is another problem. Indonesia lost 107,000 square kilometers (41,300 square miles) of its original tropical rainforest between 2002 and 2024 -- an area about the size of Iceland -- accounting for about a third of all tree cover loss during that time, according to Global Forest Watch.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of wild yellow-crested cockatoos perch on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Climate change is making things worse. Rising temperatures dry out forests, leaving them more vulnerable to fires. Many birds live on volcanic islands, where eruptions can spark wildfires in the parched landscapes.
"The fires are humongous," said Bonnie Zimmermann, director of the Indonesian Parrot Project, a nonprofit organization. 
Hong Kong bird market sales raise concerns 
The wild cockatoos in Hong Kong's urban parks could be from escaped or released pets, Andersson said. One urban legend says they descended from pet birds released by a British governor before he surrendered to invading Japanese troops in 1941. Hong Kong, a former British colony, returned to Chinese control in 1997. 
Hong Kong bans commercial trading in wild-caught cockatoos, but allows captive-bred sales for operations registered under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES. However, there is no such breeding operation registered in the city.
In August, a three-month-old chick was priced at 14,000 Hong Kong dollars ($1,800) in the city's bird market. 

    
A 2017-2018 survey by Andersson found 33 cockatoos for sale, triple the number of birds imported since 2005. They could be from home breeding, trafficking from abroad or Hong Kong's wild population, the university said in a statement. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong, adjusts an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]



        

        
        
            
                    Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong, adjusts an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker lifts an artificial nest box for wild yellow-crested cockatoos as he prepares it for installation near Astrid Andersson, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Hong Kong, in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Andersson has developed a forensic test to help distinguish between those who live in the wild and those bred in captivity, and she hopes it can be applied in the market one day. 
Many Hong Kongers do not know the birds are critically endangered. Dreamy Cheung said she was unaware when she bought her pet, Mochi, in 2021 for 20,000 Hong Kong dollars ($2,570). She felt anxious after learning of her intelligent bird's endangered status, especially given its missing identification leg ring and possible illegal origins. 
"It's like taking away someone else's baby," she said.
In an emailed statement to The Associated Press, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department said the government was committed to protecting endangered species, with regular inspections at markets and shops. It has no record of cockatoo poaching in the past five years, but it will investigate any reports, it said. 
It added that it will provide advice on bird conservation for any tree trimming that may affect wild birds.
Creating space for coexistence

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dreamy Cheung feeds her domesticated yellow-crested cockatoo at a park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]
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Hong Kong's cockatoos symbolize how humans and wildlife can coexist in a highly urbanized environment, said Andersson. Local birds also may carry some distinct genetic lineages missing in their native range, helping to sustain their genetic diversity. 

    
"Hopefully, Hong Kong's population will be able to contribute to saving this species from extinction," she said. 
Her team plans to use cameras installed inside the nest boxes to collect data about cockatoo reproductive behavior, a topic that has not been extensively studied. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of wild yellow-crested cockatoos fly over the Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]



        

        
        
            
                    A group of wild yellow-crested cockatoos fly over the Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A wild yellow-crested cockatoo nibbles a fruit on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)]



        

        
        
            
                    A wild yellow-crested cockatoo nibbles a fruit on a tree in Victoria Park in Hong Kong, on Aug. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

Cockatoos squawked in the upper branches of a tree in a park in the city's Causeway Bay area as conservationist Harry Wong installed a wood chip-filled nesting box. 
Wong tried a similar project a decade ago without success. 
This time, watching cockatoos occupy a nest box at the University of Hong Kong just two months after it was installed, he was excited and surprised. 
"We can create small things in the city that allow the animals who live here to coexist with us," he said. 
___
Associated Press journalists Aniruddha Ghosal in Hanoi, Vietnam, and Katie Tam and news assistant Elaine Lai in Hong Kong contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hong-kong-yellow-crested-cockatoo-endangered-conservation-43745df95133543cfa247e7d71a58690
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                    U.S. News

    3 police officers killed and 2 injured in rural Pennsylvania shooting
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            Authorities say three police officers were fatally shot and two wounded in southern Pennsylvania, and the shooter was killed by police. The officers were at the scene, amid rolling farmland, to follow up on a domestic-related investigation that began the previous day.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Firefighters attach an American flag to a firetruck before a procession after multiple police officers were shot and killed Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            Firefighters attach an American flag to a firetruck before a procession after multiple police officers were shot and killed Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People hold American flags before a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            People hold American flags before a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Pennsylvania state police trooper blocks a road after multiple police officers were shot and killed on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: People salute as an ambulance drives past during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            People salute as an ambulance drives past during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            By 
            MARYCLAIRE DALE, MARC LEVY and MARK SCOLFORO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NORTH CODORUS, Pa. (AP) -- Three police officers were fatally shot and two wounded Wednesday in southern Pennsylvania, and the shooter was killed by police, authorities said.
The officers were at the scene, amid rolling farmland, to follow up on a domestic-related investigation that began the previous day. 
"This is an absolutely tragic and devastating day," Gov. Josh Shapiro said at a news conference. "We grieve the loss of life of three precious souls who served this county, who served this Commonwealth, who served this country."
"This kind of violence is not OK. We need to do better as a society," Shapiro said.
It was one of the deadliest days for Pennsylvania police this century. In 2009 three Pittsburgh officers responding to a domestic disturbance were ambushed and shot to death by a man in a bulletproof vest.
Condolences began pouring in from police departments across the region on social media and people began leaving flowers at the headquarters of the Northern York Regional Police Department. 

    
"The grief will be unbearable but we will bear it," said Pennsylvania State Police Commissioner Christopher Paris, who pledged a full, fair investigation.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Dozens of police and emergency vehicles with their lights flashing formed a procession to the coroner's office. People lined the road holding American flags and saluted as it passed. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]



        

        
        
            
                    Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The shooting erupted in the area of North Codorus Township, about 115 miles (185 km) west of Philadelphia, not far from the Maryland line, authorities said. 

    
    
    
Dirk Anderson, a farmer who lives across a two-lane country road from the scene, said he was in his shop "when we heard shots," which he described as "quite a few." He saw a helicopter arrive and a large police vehicle response.
The two injured officers were in critical but stable condition at York Hospital, authorities said.
Authorities did not identify the shooter, the officers or which police department they belonged to, or describe the circumstances of how they were shot, citing the ongoing investigation.

    
Shapiro said he and other officials met with the slain officers' families, who, while grieving, took the time to say how proud they were of their loved ones.
Attorney General Pamela Bondi called the violence against police "a scourge on our society." She said federal agents were on the scene to support local officers.
The emergency response unfolded on a rural road in south-central Pennsylvania. Officers were keeping people well back from the scene, with some 30 police vehicles blocking off roads bordered by a barn, a goat farm and soybean and corn fields.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Pennsylvania state police trooper blocks a road after multiple police officers were shot and killed on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Another officer in the area was killed in February, when a man armed with a pistol and zip ties entered a hospital's intensive care unit and took staff members hostage before a shootout that left both the suspect and an officer dead. 

    
"We need to do better as a society," Shapiro said. "We need to help the people who think that picking up a gun, picking up a weapon is the answer to resolving disputes. We need do better when it comes to mental health. 
"We need to do better when it comes to looking out for those who are in need so we don't have to deal with tragedies like this," he said.
___

Associated Press reporters Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine; Kimberlee Kruesi in Providence, Rhode Island and Michael Casey in Boston, contributed to this report. Levy reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and Dale from Philadelphia.
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                    U.S. News

    Prosecutor says stalking suspect ambushed Pennsylvania police officers, killing 3
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            Area residents react to an incident in which three police officers were fatally shot and two wounded in southern Pennsylvania. Authorities say the shooter was killed by police. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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            Law enforcement officers and emergency responders held a procession in Southern Pennsylvania on Wednesday night, to honor there police officers who were fatally shot. Two other officers were wounded in a shooting on Wednesday. Authorities say police killed the gunman. (AP video by Mingson Lau)
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            Authorities say three police officers were fatally shot and two wounded in southern Pennsylvania, and the shooter was killed by police. The officers were at the scene, amid rolling farmland, to follow up on a domestic-related investigation that began the previous day.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A memorial for police officers killed in a shooting is shown outside the Northern York County Regional Police Department, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025 in York, Pa. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)]
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            A memorial for police officers killed in a shooting is shown outside the Northern York County Regional Police Department, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025 in York, Pa. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A memorial for police officers killed in a shooting is shown outside the Northern York County Regional Police Department, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025 in York, Pa. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)]
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            A memorial for police officers killed in a shooting is shown outside the Northern York County Regional Police Department, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025 in York, Pa. (AP Photo/Tassanee Vejpongsa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attendees look on during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            Attendees look on during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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            First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARK SCOLFORO, TASSANEE VEJPONGSA and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NORTH CODORUS, Pa. (AP) -- A suspected stalker armed with a rifle hid at his ex-girlfriend's home in the rolling farmland of southern Pennsylvania and ambushed police officers who came to arrest him, killing three of them, a prosecutor said Thursday
Police arriving at the scene at about 2:10 p.m. Wednesday noticed the door to the home was unlocked even though the ex-girlfriend and her mother had locked it before leaving the property earlier.
They opened the door and were immediately fired upon by the suspect, who was carrying an AR-15 rifle with a suppressor, York County District Attorney Tim Barker said.
He said the suspect fired multiple rounds at the four officers at the door, killing three of them.

    
All three slain officers and a fourth who remains hospitalized worked for the Northern York County Regional Police Department, which called Wednesday a "dark and heartbreaking day." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First responders work the scene after several people were injured during a shooting involving police officers on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in North Codorus, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Neighboring departments stepped in Thursday to help shoulder the workload as agency personnel grieved. More details were expected to emerge at an afternoon news conference.
The violence erupted Wednesday afternoon as officers sought 24-year-old Matthew James Ruth, who they believed had been at the home the night before, carrying a rifle and aiming a scope at the house. A woman he had briefly dated lived there and called police late Tuesday when she spotted him on a trail camera, according to a police affidavit.



    
        




    




Ruth eluded police that night, leading them to return the next day after taking out misdemeanor warrants for his arrest. The young woman's car had been set on fire in August and she said she suspected he may have been involved.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


A law enforcement official who identified Ruth as the shooting suspect spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss the ongoing investigation. Ruth was killed by police at the scene.

    
Investigators twice visited Ruth's home in Hanover, about 10 miles (16 kilometers) from where the officers were killed, neighbor Rose Miller said. They first arrived at about noon, she said, and then again at about 5 p.m. They left around midnight with bags of potential evidence. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police officers ride during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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Miller didn't know Ruth well, but remembered him working on Boy Scout fundraisers. No one answered the door at the home on Thursday.
"We need to do better as a society," Gov. Josh Shapiro said Wednesday evening. "We need to help the people who think that picking up a gun, picking up a weapon is the answer to resolving disputes."

    
    
    
It was one of the state's deadliest days for law enforcement this century, matching the toll from a day in 2009 when three officers were ambushed by a domestic violence suspect sporting a bulletproof vest.
As news of the tragedy spread, community members held American flags and saluted as police and emergency vehicles formed a procession to the coroner's office. Police departments across the region mourned on social media, while people left flowers outside the slain officers' headquarters.
"We are devastated by the loss of three of our officers and continue to pray for the recovery of a fourth who remains hospitalized," the department said Thursday.

    
Authorities have not identified the department affiliation of the second officer who was hospitalized, or named the officers who were killed.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People salute as an ambulance drives past during a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: People hold American flags before a procession Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Spring Grove, Pa., after multiple police officers were shot and killed. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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The confrontation unfolded on a rural road in south-central Pennsylvania, not far from Maryland. Neighbor Dirk Anderson heard "quite a few" shots from his home across the street and wondered what was happening. Then he saw a helicopter and police arrive. 
Some 30 police vehicles blocked off roads bordered by a barn, a goat farm and soybean and corn fields. The area, North Codorus, is about 46 miles (75 km) north of Baltimore.
"It's strange walking down this road now and seeing all these cars and knowing what happened here," said Bryan Rice, who lives nearby and regularly walks the road with his wife. He said he was still reeling Thursday from the news.
Another officer was killed in York County in February, when a man armed with a pistol and zip ties entered a hospital's intensive care unit and took staff members hostage before a shootout that left both the man and an officer dead. 
___
Durkin Richer reported from Washington, D.C. 
___

Associated Press reporters Maryclaire Dale in Philadelphia; Marc Levy in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Kimberlee Kruesi in Providence, Rhode Island; and Audrey McAvoy in Honolulu contributed to this report. 
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    Mississippi police await autopsy results for Black student found hanged at Delta State
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            Students, staff, friends and family mourn the death of a Delta State University student who was found hanging dead on campus Monday morning. Law enforcement briefed the public on the investigation Wednesday. (AP Video / Sophie Bates)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Friends and family of a deceased Delta State University student gather outside to pray after a law enforcement briefing, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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[image: Delta State University sign on the campus grounds, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025 in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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[image: Delta State University President speaks during a press conference on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025 in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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[image: Delta State University Police Chief Michael Peeler gives the latest details on the investigation into a student's death on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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            By 
            SOPHIE BATES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CLEVELAND, Miss. (AP) -- Mississippi police on Wednesday awaited autopsy results for a Black student found hanging from a tree at Delta State University, in a case that has ignited strong emotions in a state with a history of racist violence.
The 21-year-old student was found near the campus pickleball courts early Monday. While police have said they saw no evidence of foul play, his family is demanding answers and has hired prominent civil rights attorney Ben Crump.
Campus police Chief Michael Peeler released little new information about the investigation at a news conference, calling the death an "isolated incident" and insisting there were no active threats to students and faculty.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Delta State University Police Chief Michael Peeler gives the latest details on the investigation into a student's death on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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"Out of respect for those grieving, we ask for continued patience and compassion as this investigation proceeds," Peeler told reporters at the Delta State campus.

    
The chief state medical examiner was conducting an autopsy Wednesday, and Peeler said preliminary findings should be released in a day or two.
Peeler said the evidence includes video footage, but he would not say what it shows and where it came from, citing the ongoing investigation.



    
        




    




Crump said in a statement Wednesday that police should allow the student's family to view any video police have gathered. He said he also plans to lead an investigation alongside civil rights groups that would include an independent autopsy.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


"We are taking every step to uncover the truth about what happened," Crump said. 

    
    
    
Family members also pressed for more information from university officials during a news conference on Tuesday. Vanessa Jones, another attorney for the family, said the student had just started classes at Delta State this fall and was "full of life, eager to be there."
"There should have been cameras at the university that easily could enlighten us as to what happened," Jones told reporters, adding: "From the moment he left his dorm room or entered that campus, there should be surveillance of all of his actions."

    
Online rumors that the student was found with broken limbs were disputed by Bolivar County Coroner Randolph Seals Jr. In a statement cited by local news outlets Tuesday, Seals said his office conducted a preliminary examination and concluded the student did not suffer any lacerations, contusions, compound fractures, broken bones or injuries consistent with an assault.
Seals did not immediately return phone messages from The Associated Press.
"We recognize this is not only about facts," Delta State President Dan Ennis said Wednesday. "It's about emotions and about feelings and the way this loss and how it was discovered affects people's lives."
Many social media posts about the case have evoked a darker period in U.S. history when killings of Black people by white vigilantes inflicted racial terror in Mississippi and other parts of the Deep South. They include the infamous lynching of Emmett Till, whose body was found 30 miles (48 kilometers) from the Delta State campus.
Marquon McKinney said he and other Black students at Delta State have been shaken by the death.

    
"Everybody's upset right now," McKinney said, adding that he feels that university officials are trying to downplay the death. "It's a lot of emotions going on."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Delta State University President speaks during a press conference on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025 in Cleveland, Miss. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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McKinney said his mother called him in the middle of a class on Monday to make sure he was OK, before he had learned that someone had been found dead. 

Located in the heart of the Mississippi Delta, near the Arkansas state line, Delta State had a fall 2024 enrollment of more than 2,600 students, 42% of whom are Black.
U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, a Mississippi Democrat, has called for the FBI to investigate.
___
AP journalist Russ Bynum contributed from Savannah, Georgia.
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    House turns back effort to censure Rep. Ilhan Omar over remarks about Charlie Kirk




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., speaks during a news conference in Minneapolis City Hall, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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            By 
            LISA MASCARO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The House declined late Wednesday to punish one of its own over commentary in the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's assassination, but the effort showed the reach of President Donald Trump's push for political retribution and set the stage for more to come.
The 214-213 roll call shelved a resolution from GOP Rep. Nancy Mace of South Carolina to censure Democratic Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota and have her removed from two House committees: Education and the Workforce, and Budget. The two have feuded viciously on social media.
Mace has said Omar, an immigrant who criticized Kirk's views of gun ownership and race relations in the aftermath of George Floyd's 2020 death in Minneapolis, should be deported to Somalia. Omar was born in Somalia and became a U.S. citizen in 2000.
Omar said Mace is pushing a false narrative to raise money "and boost her run for Governor."

    
"Is this what civility looks like in the Republican-controlled House of Representatives?" implored Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries.
"We live in an era of intense political violence as we have seen with the recent assassinations of Speaker Emerita Melissa Hortman and Turning Point USA founder Charlie Kirk," he said, referring to the shooting of lawmakers in Minnesota. 
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[image: Nate Brooksby, Washington County Sheriff, speaks at a press conference on the shooting of Charlie Kirk, who was killed last week at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Hurricane, Utah. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What we've learned about the case against the man charged in Charlie Kirk's killing
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The crowd reacts after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, is shot at the Utah Valley University Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A timeline of Charlie Kirk's assassination and the arrest of a suspect
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Utah campus where Charlie Kirk was shot provided less security than other venues as he toured nation
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




The legacy of Kirk's personal and political influence runs wide and deep on Capitol Hill -- House Speaker Mike Johnson is among those who considered the young conservative leader a friend -- and, in the week since Kirk was assassinated, he has been memorialized in ways large and small.

    
    
    
A candlelight vigil was held late Monday evening inside the Capitol's Statuary Hall, and a House resolution in his honor is expected to be swiftly approved. One lawmaker, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, R-Fla., who wrote that she owes "my entire political career to Charlie Kirk," is seeking to place a statue of Kirk in the Capitol "to honor his legacy."

    
At the same time, Republicans have unleashed a series of legislative proposals echoing Trump's call for action against what he characterizes as the "radical left" -- those challenging his views, and those of the slain conservative leader.
Rep. Chip Roy of Texas to set up a select committee to conduct a "full scale investigation of the coordinated network of leftists attacking us."
GOP Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas has promoted his bill to add rioting to the list of prosecutable offenses under racketeering laws, and GOP Sen. Mike Lee of Utah wants Congress to revive a Cold War-era law that would "prohibit the U.S. government from engaging in domestic, political propaganda." He's calling it the Charlie Kirk Act.
GOP Rep. Buddy Carter of Georgia, offered another resolution focused on reprimanding Omar, while Mace also proposed the Education Department strip federal funding from schools that fail "to act against staff who excuse or glorify the murder of Charlie Kirk."
Many of those putting forward the proposals, including Roy, Carter and Mace, are all running for higher office in their states, showing the importance of carrying Trump's message to their broader base of voters and supporters.

    
"In the wake of Charlie Kirk's assassination, policymakers must do all they can to stop radical left-wing violence," wrote the Heritage Foundation's political arm, Heritage Action, in supporting Roy's proposal for a new committee to delve into "the forces behind the radical left's assault on America."
It's not the first time Congress has taken action against Omar or other lawmakers.
In 2023, Omar was stripped of her assignment to the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and the last Congress set a new standard for meting out censures and punishments.
This time, when Mace offered her resolution to go after Omar, Democratic Rep. Greg Casar of Texas put up a swift response: A counter-effort to reprimand Republican Rep. Cory Mills of Florida with a censure over allegations involving his personal and professional conduct.
Mills was among four Republicans to join Democrats in rejecting the resolution against Omar. 

More recently, the House appears to have been cooling these efforts. Lawmakers rejected a resolution to censure Rep. LaMonica McIver, D-N.J., and remove her from a committee assignment as she faces federal charges stemming from a visit to an immigration detention facility.
___
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    Trump asks the Supreme Court for an emergency order to remove Lisa Cook from the Fed board




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump listens in the Oval Office of the White House, Monday, Sept. 15, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            By 
            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Trump administration on Thursday asked the Supreme Court for an emergency order to remove Lisa Cook from the Federal Reserve's board of governors. 
The Republican administration turned to the high court after an appeals court refused to go along with ousting Cook, part of President Donald Trump's effort to reshape the Fed's seven-member governing board and strike a blow at its independence.

    
The White House campaign to unseat Cook marks an unprecedented bid to reshape the Fed board, which was designed to be largely independent from day-to-day politics. No president has fired a sitting Fed governor in the agency's 112-year history. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve member Lisa Cook, speaks during a conversations with leaders from organizations that include nonprofits, small businesses, manufacturing, supply chain management, the hospitality industry, and the housing and education sectors at the Federal Reserve building, Sept. 23, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]
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Cook, who was appointed to the Fed's board by President Joe Biden, a Democrat, has said she won't leave her post and won't be "bullied" by Trump. One of her lawyers, Abbe Lowell, has said she "will continue to carry out her sworn duties as a Senate-confirmed Board Governor."
Separately, Senate Republicans on Monday confirmed Stephen Miran, Trump's nominee to an open spot on the Fed's board. Both Cook and Miran took part in Wednesday's vote in which the Fed cut its key interest rate by a quarter-point. 



    
        




    




The next opportunity for Cook to cast a vote will be at the meeting of the Fed's interest rate setting committee, scheduled for Oct. 28-29.
Trump sought to fire Cook on Aug. 25, but a federal judge ruled last week that the removal probably was illegal and reinstated her to the Fed's board. Trump has accused Cook of mortgage fraud because she appeared to claim two properties, in Michigan and Georgia, as "primary residences" in June and July 2021, before she joined the board. Such claims can lead to a lower mortgage rate and smaller down payment than if one of them was declared as a rental property or second home. 

    
    
    
"Put simply, the President may reasonably determine that interest rates paid by the American people should not be set by a Governor who appears to have lied about facts material to the interest rates she secured for herself -- and refuses to explain the apparent misrepresentations," Solicitor General D. John Sauer wrote in his Supreme Court filing.

    
But Cook has denied any wrongdoing and has not been charged with a crime. According to documents obtained by The Associated Press, Cook did specify that her Atlanta condo would be a "vacation home," according to a loan estimate she obtained in May 2021. And in a form seeking a security clearance, she described it as a "2nd home." Both documents appear to undercut the Trump administration's claims of fraud. 

    
U.S. District Judge Jia Cobb ruled that the administration had not satisfied a legal requirement that Fed governors can only be fired "for cause," which she said was limited to misconduct while in office. Cook did not join the Fed's board until 2022. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, left, talks with Board of Governors member Lisa Cook, right, during an open meeting of the Board of Governors at the Federal Reserve, June 25, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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Cobb also held that Trump's firing would have deprived Cook of her due process, or legal right, to contest the firing.
By a 2-1 vote, a panel of the federal appeals court in Washington rejected the administration's request to let Cook's firing proceed.
Trump's lawyers have argued that even if the conduct occurred before her time as governor, her alleged action "indisputably calls into question Cook's trustworthiness and whether she can be a responsible steward of the interest rates and economy." 
Trump has previously won orders from the court's conservative majority to fire the presidentially appointed leaders of other independent federal agencies, including the National Labor Relations Board and the Federal Trade Commission, even as legal fights continue.
Those firings have been at will, with no cause given. The Supreme Court has distinguished the Federal Reserve from those other agencies, strongly suggesting that Trump can't act against Fed governors without cause.

In its new filing to the Supreme Court, the administration is asking Chief Justice John Roberts for a temporary order that would effectively remove Cook from the board and a more lasting order from the whole court that would be in place while her legal case continues.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Federal Reserve System at https://apnews.com/hub/federal-reserve-system.
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    Bjorn Borg tells the AP about drug overdoses and quitting tennis in his 20s




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    

    
        

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sweden's Bjorn Borg falls to his knees in front of the scoreboard on the Centre Court at Wimbledon in London, July 5, 1980, after defeating John McEnroe, of the United States, to take the men's singles final for the fifth year in succession. (AP Photo/Robert Dear, File)]
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[image: Sweden's tennis star Bjorn Borg gestures his elation after winning the match point in his final of the Mens' Singles, defeating John McEnroe to gain his fifth consecutive win in the annual Wimbledon championships. Borg's win is worth pounds 20.000 prize money. (AP-Photo/Adam Stoltman, File)]
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[image: Bjorn Borg, of Sweden, competes at the French Open Tennis Championships at Roland Garros Stadium, June 1976. (AP Photo/GK, File)]
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[image: Tennis great Bjorn Borg poses for a photo as he arrives for Day 11 at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, July 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Joanna Chan, File)]
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[image: John McEnroe, right, shakes hands after defeating Bjorn Borg, left, in the final at the National Tennis Center in New York, Sept. 13, 1981. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            John McEnroe, right, shakes hands after defeating Bjorn Borg, left, in the final at the National Tennis Center in New York, Sept. 13, 1981. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            HOWARD FENDRICH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Bjorn Borg starts his new memoir, "Heartbeats," with a story about being rushed to a Dutch hospital in the 1990s after overdosing on "alcohol, drugs, pills -- my preferred ways of self-medication," and the Swedish tennis great closes it by revealing that he was diagnosed with prostate cancer. 
"It's good," Borg, 69, said in a recent video interview with The Associated Press from his home in Stockholm, "to have a good beginning and a good ending."
In between, the 292-page book, which will be released in the United States by Diversion Books on Sept. 23, contains revelations about his love life, various adventures and regrets, and the 11-time Grand Slam champion's detailed recollections of particular matches.
Bjorn Borg quit tennis at age 25 because he stopped caring when he lost

    

Famously private, Borg kept a lot to himself during his days on tour -- as well as since he surprisingly retired in his 20s.
He brings readers back to when, having lost the 1981 Wimbledon and U.S. Open finals to rival John McEnroe, Borg realized he was done. 
"All I could think was how miserable my life had become," he writes.
He was 25 and, while he would briefly return to tennis, he never competed at another Grand Slam event.



    
        




    




After the 1981 final at the U.S. Open, a tournament he never won, Borg grabbed some beers and sat in the pool at a house on Long Island, where friends planned a party to celebrate a victory.
"I was not upset or sad when I lost the final. And that's not me as a person. I hate to lose," he told the AP. 
"My head was spinning," he said, "and I knew I'm going to step away from tennis."

    
    
    
Bjorn Borg wasn't always calm on a tennis court

    

Borg writes about his childhood and his relationships with his parents (and, later, his children). 
He writes about earning the nickname "Ice-Borg" for calmness on court -- often contrasted by fans to the more fiery McEnroe and Jimmy Connors. And Borg writes that did not come about "organically," but rather via "the bitter experiences" of a 12-year-old kid.
"I behaved so badly on the tennis court. I was swearing, cheating, behaving the worst you can imagine," he recalled in the video interview.
He said his hometown tennis club banned him for six months and, when he returned, "I did not open my mouth on the tennis court, because I was scared to get suspended again."
"Boiling inside? Yes," Borg told the AP. "I had to control my feelings. ... You cannot do that in one week. It took years to figure out how I should behave on the court."
Borg discusses cocaine and 2 overdoses that landed him in the hospital
Borg writes about panic attacks and his drug use, which he says started in 1982.
"The first time I tried cocaine," he says in the book, "I got the same kind of rush I used to get from tennis."
He also writes about "the worst shame of all," which he says came when he looked up from a hospital bed in Holland to see his father. Borg also clarifies that an earlier overdose, in 1989 in Italy, was accidental, not a suicide attempt.
"Stupid decision to be involved with this kind of thing. It really destroys you," he told the AP about drugs. "I was happy to get away from tennis, to get away from that life. But I had no plan what to do. ... I had no people behind me to guide me in the right direction."

    
Borg name-drops Trump, Arafat, Warhol, Hefner, Tina Turner in his memoir 
In all, Borg paints the picture of quite a life. 
There was a water-skiing shoulder injury before 1977 U.S. Open. Death threats during the 1981 U.S. Open. Getting paid in cash ... and getting robbed at gunpoint. A woman claiming he was the father of her son. Coin-throwing by spectators in Rome that led him to never return. 
This is not the typical sports autobiography: There is a reference to getting a message to Yasser Arafat and, five pages later, the phrase "Andy Warhol was someone easy to like" appears. There are name-drops of Donald Trump, Nelson Mandela, Tina Turner and "my old friend Hugh Hefner," among many, many others.
"People will be very surprised what really happened," Borg told the AP. "For me to come out (after) all these years, all I went through -- I went through some difficult times -- (it's) a relief for me to do this book. I feel so much better. ... No secrets anymore."
___

Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich. More AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    Sports

    McLaughlin-Levrone cracks 48 seconds in historically fast 400 at the worlds




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: United States' Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone, reacts after winning in the women's 400 meters final at the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: United States' Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone races to the gold medal in the women's 400 meters final at the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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[image: United States' Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone reacts after winning gold medal in the women's 400 meters final at the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)]
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[image: Australia's Gout Gout reacts after finishing a men's 200 meters semifinal at the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)]
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[image: United States' Noah Lyles competes in the men's 200 meters heats at the World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)]
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            By 
            EDDIE PELLS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TOKYO (AP) -- When Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone powered though the final curve of the 400-meter final at world championships, she glanced to her right and saw something that hadn't been there in a while. 
Another runner. 
She had a race on her hands.
The best way to explain how McLaughlin-Levrone became the first woman in nearly 40 years to crack the all-but-unscalable 48-second mark in the 400 is that the opponent she beat Thursday night on a rain-glistened track in Tokyo, Marileidy Paulino, broke 48 seconds, too.
"You don't run something like that without amazing women pushing you to it," McLaughlin-Levrone said.
The final numbers in this one: McLaughlin-Levrone 47.78 seconds. Paulino 47.98. 
They are the second and third fastest times in history, short only of the 47.60 by East Germany's Marita Koch, set Oct. 6, 1985 -- one of the last vestiges from an Eastern Bloc doping system that was exposed years after it ended, but too late for the records to be stripped from the books.

    
McLaughlin-Levrone, who stepped away from hurdles to see what she might be able to do in the 400 flat, said she was every bit as focused on winning the title in a new event as going after a record that had always been thought unapproachable.



    
        




    




And Paulino, the reigning Olympic and world champion in this event, wasn't just going to give it away.
This was an even race, the likes of which McLaughlin-Levrone hadn't been part of in at least three years in the hurdles, as the runners rounded the stretch. McLaughlin-Levrone opened a gap of about four body lengths with 30 meters left, but Paulino was actually gaining ground when they both lunged into the finish line.

    
    
    
"At the end of the day, this wasn't my title to hold onto, it was mine to gain," McLaughlin-Levrone said. "Bobby uses boxing terms all the time. He said, 'You've got to go out there and take the belt. It's not yours. You've got to go earn it.'"

    
Bobby is Bobby Kersee, the wizardly coach who helped transform McLaughlin-Levrone into the greatest female hurdler ever and might be doing the same in the 400. Brutal training sessions with one-time UCLA quarter-miler Willington Wright were part of the regimen.
"I felt that somebody was going to have to run 47-something to win this," Kersee told The Associated Press. "She trained for it. She took on the challenge, took on the risk. She's just an amazing athlete that I can have no complaints about."
As the times came up on the scoreboard, the crowd roared. The enormity of the moment wasn't lost on anyone. 
Nobody had come within a half-second of Koch's mark until this race. Third-place finisher Salwa Eid Nasar clocked 48.19, a time that would have won the last two world championships.
"It's just amazing what the 400 has become the last couple years," said Britain's Amber Anning, who finished fifth in 49.36. "I love it, it makes me want to step up my game. To see it done, it gives hope to us that anything's possible in the 4."
Paulino, meanwhile, was more focused on her unique place in history than not winning the race.

    
"I'm thankful for having the opportunity to break 48," she said. "I still feel like a winner. I've spent five years every day training for this."
McLaughlin-Levrone took up the 400 flat in 2023, but injuries derailed her run at a world championship that year. She focused on hurdles last year for her second Olympic gold medal in the event, then came back to the flat for 2025.
When she ran 48.29 in the semifinal, she broke a 19-year-old American record and said she still felt she had "something left in the tank."
Then, with a push from Paulino, she let it loose. 
"Today was a really great race for track and field, and I'm grateful to put myself in position to bring an exciting event to our sport," McLaughlin-Levrone said.
It's still an open question as to whether she will stick around in this race long enough to go after Koch's record, or return to the hurdles, where the number "50" hangs out there much like "48" did in the race she won Thursday night.
Nobody had thought much about 50 seconds in hurdles until McLaughlin-Levrone started breaking the record in that event on a semi-regular basis. Four years ago at the Olympics, she lowered it to 51.46 in the empty stadium in Tokyo.

    
She broke it three more times and then, in Paris last year, took it down by another .28 seconds to 50.37.
Over time, those races became mere matters of McLaughlin-Levrone against the clock.
This time, something different - a bona fide showdown for the gold medal that knocked down a once-unthinkable barrier in racing.
Whatever McLaughlin-Levrone's next move is, it's bound to be fast.
"I think, now, 47 tells her that she can break 50," Kersee said. "Knowing her, she's probably going back to the hurdles and try to take what she learned now in the quarter(-mile) and try to execute a plan to run 49.99 or better."

    
For Gout Gout, a learning experience
Australian 17-year-old Gout Gout's run through the 200s ended with a fourth-place finish in his semifinal heat in a time of 20.36 seconds.
Not a bad debut at the worlds considering he's still in high school.
"The biggest eye-opener is knowing that I can compete at the young age I am against the best men in the world," Gout said.
The Australian record-setter, who draws comparisons to Usain Bolt, insists the future is bright. The 2032 Olympics will be in Brisbane.
"I'm just a kid right now, and I know that if I can do this at 17, I can do this at 25 and I'll be even better at 25 than I was at 17," he said.
Is Noah Lyles sending a message?
What was the message behind Noah Lyles running the season's best time, a 19.51, in the 200-meter semifinals?
"It tells me I was stupid enough to run 19.5 in the semis," Lyles said after beating the next-best time in the semifinal round by more than a quarter of a second.
Part of the art of running through the rounds is to not use up too much energy early.

Lyles didn't appear concerned about that, as he heads into a final that will include the three main characters in the 200-meter drama -- himself, Kenny Bednarek and Letsile Tebogo.
"I'm in shape," Lyles said. "I'll probably be screaming from my hotel room for my massage. But I'll be ready."
___
AP Sports Writer Pat Graham contributed.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                    Sports

    One man in an Italian supercar atop an aircraft carrier has a record in his sights




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone talks to journalists after breaking his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone wipes his forehead after breaking his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            By 
            DAVID BILLER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CIVITAVECCHIA, Italy (AP) -- Along Italy's Mediterranean coast on Thursday, driver Fabio Barone raced across the flight deck of a navy ship while chasing a world record: the fastest car on a boat.
Last year, Barone set the Italian Timekeepers Federation's record on another aircraft carrier in southern Italy, hitting 152 kilometers per hour (94.4 mph). In Civitavecchia, on the coast near Rome, he aimed to reach at least 160 kph and then hit the brakes in time to avoid launching off the deck's so-called "ski jump" and smashing into the cruise ship stationed just fore.
Race engineer Alessandro Tedino told The Associated Press that he wasn't sure the new record was attainable. The ship had been out at sea overnight, and the crew emerged in the early morning to find its flight deck wet. They immediately set to drying it, with the job finished by late summer sunbeams.

    
"If it remained wet, then of course it's impossible to have the maximum speed and best brakes. It can be very, very dangerous," he said. 
As the "Top Gun" theme song rang out from speakers, the carrier's portside elevator lifted Barone's team to the deck where journalists, naval officers and VIPs waited. A group of children with Down syndrome, chosen to serve as honorary "mechanics for the day," removed the red, satiny cover to reveal Barone's steed: a red-and-black Ferrari SF90. 

    
    
    
Barone eased himself into the supercar, then drove back and forth along the length of the deck several times to warm up its V-8 turbo engine. It roared louder with each pass as he pushed its 1,085 horses harder and harder. Then he placed himself at the far end of the 236-meter (774-foot) flight deck and awaited the all-clear.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone attempts to break his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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"Here he goes! Here he goes!" the announcer called as Barone left his mark and zipped past the crowd. Mere seconds later he came to a safe stop, and the crowd applauded haltingly -- impressed by the speedy spectacle, but unsure if he'd beaten the record. The official timekeeper approached the car and inspected the gauges within. 

    
"The detected velocity: 164 kilometers per hour (101 mph). I declare it the new speed record on a ship!" he said, prompting hearty applause from the sidelines.
Barone lifted his arms to the sky, then hugged his crew, helmet still in place. Reporters swarmed.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Italian driver Fabio Barone wipes his forehead after breaking his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]



        

        
        
            
                    Italian driver Fabio Barone wipes his forehead after breaking his own speed record on a ship, at the wheel of a Ferrari SF 90, on the flight deck of the Italian Navy aircraft carrier Nave Trieste, docked at the port of Civitavecchia, Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"The main thing you focus on is concentration and then you realize that you are breaking the record only when you are halfway," Barone said. "I have two hands, two feet and I use them at the same time like a pianist."

Tedino said that Barone's team will now submit their certified result to Guinness World Records, which told the AP in an email Thursday afternoon that "we look forward to receiving and reviewing the application and supporting evidence for his latest attempt." 
___
AP videojournalist Paolo Santalucia contributed.
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    ABC suspends Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show indefinitely over his remarks about Charlie Kirk's death
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            Jimmy Kimmel's television future hung in the balance Thursday after ABC suspended his late-night show following the host's comments about Charlie Kirk's killing, which prompted dozens of stations to say they would not air the show, a move that was cheered on by a top federal regulator.
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            The crowd lined up to attend "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" on Wednesday were turned away just before they expected to enter the theater in Hollywood, according to one audience member. ABC announced that it has "indefinitely" suspended the late-night talk show. (Sept. 17)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jimmy Kimmel poses in the press room with the award for host for a game show for "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire" during night two of the Creative Arts Emmy Awards on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025, at the Peacock Theater in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)]
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[image: People walk by the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Pedestrians and media gather in front of the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Media gather in front of the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Media gather in front of the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            DAVID BAUDER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Lee esta historia en espanol


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- ABC suspended Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show indefinitely beginning Wednesday after comments that he made about Charlie Kirk's killing led a group of ABC-affiliated stations to say it would not air the show and provoked some ominous comments from a top federal regulator.
The veteran late-night comic, made several remarks about the reaction to the conservative activist's assassination last week on "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" Monday and Tuesday nights, including that "many in MAGA land are working very hard to capitalize on the murder of Charlie Kirk."

    
        
                
                
                    

    

    


                

                
                
                    Jimmy Kimmel departed his studio in Hollywood on Wednesday as protesters gathered outside after ABC announced that his late-night show had been indefinitely suspended. (Sept. 17)

                

                
            
        

    


ABC, which has aired Kimmel's late-night show since 2003, moved swiftly after Nexstar Communications Group said it would pull the show starting Wednesday. Kimmel's comments about Kirk's death "are offensive and insensitive at a critical time in our national political discourse," said Andrew Alford, president of Nexstar's broadcasting division. Nexstar operates 23 ABC affiliates.

    
There was no immediate comment from Kimmel, whose contract is up in May 2026. ABC's statement did not cite a reason for why his show was preempted.
President Donald Trump celebrated ABC's move on the social media site Truth Social, writing: "Congratulations to ABC for finally having the courage to do what had to be done."
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[image: Nate Brooksby, Washington County Sheriff, speaks at a press conference on the shooting of Charlie Kirk, who was killed last week at Utah Valley University, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Hurricane, Utah. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What we've learned about the case against the man charged in Charlie Kirk's killing
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The crowd reacts after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, is shot at the Utah Valley University Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A timeline of Charlie Kirk's assassination and the arrest of a suspect
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Utah campus where Charlie Kirk was shot provided less security than other venues as he toured nation
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Earlier in the day, FCC Chairman Brendan Carr called Kimmel's comments "truly sick" and said his agency has a strong case for holding Kimmel, ABC and network parent Walt Disney Co. accountable for spreading misinformation. He said the comic appeared to be making an intentional effort to mislead the public that Kirk's assassin was a right-wing Trump supporter.

    
    
    
During his Monday evening monologue, Kimmel suggested Kirk's alleged killer, Tyler Robinson, might have been a pro-Trump Republican. "The MAGA Gang (is) desperately trying to characterize this kid who murdered Charlie Kirk as anything other than one of them and doing everything they can to score political points from it," Kimmel said. "In between the finger-pointing, there was grieving."

    
"This is a very, very serious issue right now for Disney," Carr said on the Benny Johnson podcast. "We can do this the easy way or the hard way. These companies can find ways to take action on Kimmel or there is going to be additional work for the FCC ahead."

    
Authorities say the 22-year-old grew up in a conservative household in southern Utah but was enmeshed in "leftist ideology." His parents told investigators he had turned politically left and pro-LGBTQ rights in the last year. His voter status is inactive, meaning he did not vote in two regular general elections. He told his transgender partner that he targeted Kirk because he "had enough of his hatred."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People walk by the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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The business landscape around late-night television
Both Disney and Nexstar have FCC business ahead of them. Disney is seeking regulatory approval for ESPN's acquisition of the NFL Network and Nexstar needs the Trump administration go-ahead to complete its $6.2 billion purchase of broadcast rival Tegna.
For both companies, reinstating Kimmel after a suspension would risk the ire of Trump, who has already claimed that the show has been canceled.
While CBS said this past summer that it was canceling Colbert's show next May for financial reasons, some critics have wondered if his stance on Trump played a role. Both Colbert and Kimmel have made the president the frequent target of his jokes. Soon after the Colbert cancellation, the FCC approved CBS parent company Paramount's long-pending deal with Skydance.
Trump similarly celebrated Colbert's impending exit. "I absolutely love that Colbert got fired," Trump said then. "His talent was even less than his ratings. I hear Jimmy Kimmel is next."
Within the past year, both Disney and CBS parent Paramount chose to settle lawsuits brought by Trump against their news divisions rather than fight it out in court.
FCC Commissioner Anna Gomez criticized the administration for "using the weight of government power to suppress lawful expression" in a post on X.
"Another media outlet withered under government pressure, ensuring that the administration will continue to extort and exact retribution on broadcasters and publishers who criticize it," said Ari Cohn, lead counsel for tech policy at the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression. "We cannot be a country where late-night talk show hosts serve at the pleasure of the president."

    
The scene outside Kimmel's studio after show was suspended
Kimmel departed the Hollywood theater where his show is taped about three hours after ABC's decision. He was seen wearing a black hat, backpack and plaid shirt and kept his head down as he entered a waiting vehicle.
An audience was lined up outside the theater where "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" tapes when they were told Wednesday's show was canceled.
"We were just about to walk in -- interestingly enough, they waited to pull the plug on this right as the studio audience was about to walk in," Tommy Williams, a would-be audience member from Jacksonville, Florida, told The Associated Press outside the theater. "They didn't tell us what had happened. They just said that the show was canceled."

    
More of what Kimmel said on his show
Kimmel said that Trump's response to Kirk's death "is not how an adult grieves the murder of someone he called a friend. This is how a 4-year-old mourns a goldfish, OK?" He also said that FBI chief Kash Patel has handled the investigation into the killing "like a kid who didn't read the book, BSing his way through an oral report."
He returned to the topic on Tuesday night, mocking Vice President JD Vance's performance as guest host for Kirk's podcast.
He said Trump was "fanning the flames" by attacking people on the left. "Which is it, are they a bunch of sissy pickleball players because they're too scared to be hit by tennis balls, or a well-organized deadly team of commandos, because they can't be both of those things."

The move comes as the president, his administration and political party have stepped up their effort to police speech about Kirk's death. Vance earlier this week urged Americans to turn in fellow citizens who mocked the assassination. It is also the latest effort by the administration to use its power to lean on the media. Carr has launched investigations of outlets that have angered Trump and the president has sued numerous media organizations for negative coverage.
___
Associated Press journalists Liam McEwan and Jaimie Ding in Los Angeles and Nicholas Riccardi in Denver contributed reporting.
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    Kimmel's future hangs in balance after ABC suspends his late-night show over Charlie Kirk comments
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            ABC has suspended Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show indefinitely after comments that he made about Charlie Kirk's killing led a group of ABC-affiliated stations to say it would not air the show.
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            Ben Stiller, Alison Brie, President Donald Trump react on social media to the suspension of Jimmy Kimmel's show on ABC. (Sept. 18)
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            Jimmy Kimmel's television future hung in the balance Thursday after ABC suspended his late-night show following the host's comments about Charlie Kirk's killing, which prompted dozens of stations to say they would not air the show, a move that was cheered on by a top federal regulator.
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            Jimmy Kimmel departed his studio in Hollywood on Wednesday as protesters gathered outside after ABC announced that his late-night show had been indefinitely suspended. (Sept. 17)
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            The crowd lined up to attend "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" on Wednesday were turned away just before they expected to enter the theater in Hollywood, according to one audience member. ABC announced that it has "indefinitely" suspended the late-night talk show. (Sept. 17)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators picket in response to the cancellation of Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show outside of The Walt Disney Studios Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025, in Burbank, Calif. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: Jimmy Kimmel attends "The Heart of Rock and Roll" special celebration on April 19, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Jimmy Kimmel attends "The Heart of Rock and Roll" special celebration on April 19, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brendan Carr listens during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation committee hearing to examine the Federal Communications Commission on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 24, 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post via AP, File)]
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            Brendan Carr listens during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation committee hearing to examine the Federal Communications Commission on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 24, 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A memorial for Turning Point USA CEO and co-founder Charlie Kirk is seen at Utah Valley University, Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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            A memorial for Turning Point USA CEO and co-founder Charlie Kirk is seen at Utah Valley University, Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vice President JD Vance hosts an episode of "The Charlie Kirk Show" at the White House, following the assassination of the show's namesake, Monday, Sept., 15, 2025, in Washington. (Doug Mills/The New York Times via AP, Pool)]
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            Vice President JD Vance hosts an episode of "The Charlie Kirk Show" at the White House, following the assassination of the show's namesake, Monday, Sept., 15, 2025, in Washington. (Doug Mills/The New York Times via AP, Pool)
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            DAVID BAUDER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jimmy Kimmel's television future hung in the balance Thursday after ABC suspended his late-night show following the host's comments about the assassination of Charlie Kirk, leaving the network's parent company to decide whether supporting him is worth the risk to its business.
Two other companies that operate dozens of ABC stations came out against Kimmel, and they are being cheered on by a Trump administration regulator who can make life difficult for ABC's owner, the Walt Disney Co.
But advocates for free speech say it's time for the company -- anyone, really -- to take a stand.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A memorial for Turning Point USA CEO and co-founder Charlie Kirk is seen at Utah Valley University, Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Kimmel made several remarks on his show Monday and Tuesday about the reaction to the conservative activist's killing last week, suggesting many Trump supporters are trying to capitalize on Kirk's death. "The MAGA gang (is) desperately trying to characterize this kid who murdered Charlie Kirk as anything other than one of them and doing everything they can to score political points from it," Kimmel said.
The chairman of the Federal Communication Commission, Brendan Carr, said Kimmel appeared to be making an intentional effort to mislead the public that the man accused in the fatal shooting was a right-wing Trump supporter. Authorities say 22-year-old Tyler Robinson grew up in a conservative household in southern Utah but was enmeshed in "leftist ideology."

    
Kimmel has not commented on the suspension. His supporters say Carr misread what the comic said and that nowhere did he specifically suggest that Robinson was conservative.

    
    
    
President Donald Trump said Kimmel had bad ratings and should have been fired long ago. "So, you know, you could call that a free speech or not. He was fired for lack of talent," Trump said Thursday at a news conference.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jimmy Kimmel attends "The Heart of Rock and Roll" special celebration on April 19, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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More than 60 affiliates refuse to air show

ABC, which has aired "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" since 2003, announced the suspension Wednesday shortly after Nexstar Communications Group said its stations would not show Kimmel because his Kirk remarks were "offensive and insensitive." Nexstar operates 28 ABC affiliates.
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[image: Jimmy Kimmel appears at the Walt Disney Television upfront in New York on May 14, 2019, left, and President Donald Trump appears on the South Lawn of the White House on Aug. 1, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Kimmel's suspension is the latest display of Trump's growing power over the US media landscape
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People walk by the Jimmy Kimmel Live studio on Hollywood Blvd., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Reactions pour in about ABC's suspension of Jimmy Kimmel's show
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows Billy Bush, from left, Megyn Kelly, Matt Lauer, Sharon Osbourne and Charlie Rose. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Jimmy Kimmel the latest TV host to get into trouble. Here's a look at others
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Sinclair Broadcast Group said it would not air the show either. The company called on Kimmel to apologize to Kirk's family and make a "meaningful personal donation" to the activist's political organization, Turning Point USA. Sinclair says that its 38 ABC stations will air a tribute to Kirk on Friday in Kimmel's time slot.
Local affiliates in the past occasionally grumbled about some shows from the network and even refused to air them. What's new is that so many stations are working together to apply the pressure at the same time, said Robert Thompson, founding director of the Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture at Syracuse University.
In some ways, Kimmel's situation hearkens back to a famous event in television history. CBS abruptly canceled a popular variety show, "The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour," in 1969 when the network got heat for the hosts' stance against the Vietnam War.

    
The refusal by 66 stations to air a program represents a significant financial hit. Roughly 230 stations across the country carry ABC programming. The network owns and operates eight of the largest stations, in cities such as New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston.
In an appearance on CNBC Thursday, Carr cheered the moves by Nexstar and Sinclair. While the FCC does not have formal power over the national networks, it does have the authority to suspend the licenses of individual stations in local markets.
"We're reinvigorating the FCC's enforcement of the public interest," Carr said, "and I think that's a good thing."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brendan Carr listens during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation committee hearing to examine the Federal Communications Commission on Capitol Hill in Washington, June 24, 2020. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post via AP, File)]
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Two companies have pending business deals

Both Disney and Nexstar have FCC business ahead of them. Disney is seeking regulatory approval for ESPN's acquisition of the NFL Network, and Nexstar needs the Trump administration's blessing to complete its $6.2 billion purchase of broadcast rival Tegna.
For both companies, reinstating Kimmel after a suspension would risk the ire of Trump, who has already inaccurately claimed that the show has been canceled.

    
Disney arguably started a cascade of media companies choosing not to fight when threatened by the president. The company agreed in December to pay $15 million toward Trump's presidential library to settle his lawsuit against ABC News. Then CBS News parent Paramount paid $16 million to make Trump's lawsuit against "60 Minutes" go away.
Shortly after the "60 Minutes" settlement, the FCC approved Paramount's merger with Skydance Media. Also in July, CBS announced that late-night comic Stephen Colbert's show would be canceled at the end of next season for financial reasons, an explanation that raised suspicions that politics played a part. Colbert and Kimmel are the two harshest Trump critics on late-night broadcast television.

    
The Kimmel suspension was met with anger and disappointment in some political circles and the creative community.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators picket in response to the cancellation of Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show outside of The Walt Disney Studios Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025, in Burbank, Calif. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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"After years of complaining about cancel culture, the current administration has taken it to a new and dangerous level by routinely threatening regulatory action against media companies unless they muzzle or fire reporters and commentators it doesn't like," former President Barack Obama said Thursday on X.
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a Massachusetts Democrat, said: "First Colbert, now Kimmel ... it sure looks like giant media companies are enabling his authoritarianism."
The East and West Coast chapters of the Writers Guild of America said they stand against anyone who uses power to silence voices of dissent. "As for our employers, our words have made you rich," the union said. "Silencing us impoverishes the whole world."
Kimmel would appear to have "a very narrow path" back to the air on ABC, said Bill Carter, author of "The Late Shift" and an authority on late-night TV. Disney is doubtless getting pressure from stakeholders to avoid a fight. An apology -- and certainly a donation to Kirk's political organization -- would seem against Kimmel's nature.
But Disney CEO Bob Iger has no doubt learned that giving in to a bully doesn't make him go away, Carter said. Iger may see that capitulation in the form of permanently taking Kimmel off the air would be a stain on his reputation, he said.
"It's easy for me to say it's time to stand up," Carter said. "But if not now, when?
___
Associated Press Writer Barbara Whitaker in New York contributed to this report.
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    Puerto Rican homeowner, 84, sues Bad Bunny over use of iconic house in video and residency




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Bad Bunny performs during his first show of his 30-date concert residency at the Coliseo de Puerto Rico Jose Miguel Agrelot, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo, File)]
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    > Lee esta historia en espanol


    


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- An 84-year-old man whose home in southeast Puerto Rico served as inspiration for the house that became an iconic symbol at Bad Bunny's residency this summer sued the superstar on Wednesday.
Roman Carrasco Delgado, an unemployed widower, is seeking at least $1 million in damages and emotional distress. The lawsuit alleges that "a large number of people" visit his home daily in the coastal town of Humacao to take pictures and videos, stripping him of his privacy.
"La Casita has been the subject of dozens or hundreds of social media posts and product sales featuring his property, from which he generally receives no benefit," the lawsuit states. "On the contrary, Don Roman is the subject of malicious comments and insinuations that did not occur prior to the publication of the aforementioned video."



    
        




    




A hangout for the famous
The salmon-colored home with yellow trim and a wraparound porch was featured in Bad Bunny's short film that launched his "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" album in January. It also served as the model for a real-size home nicknamed "la casita" that was featured at the singer's 30 concerts where celebrities and musicians ranging from LeBron James and Penelope Cruz to Residente and Belinda hung out and sang alongside the rap star.
"There's no doubt that La Casita has been the main stage for Bad Bunny concerts, where a host of world-class artists have performed," the lawsuit states.
The lawsuit also accuses Bad Bunny and three companies -- Rimas Entertainment LLC; Move Concerts PR INC; and A1 Productions, LLC -- of illicit enrichment.
Representatives for Bad Bunny did not immediately return a message seeking comment.

    
A home built by hand
Carrasco told The Associated Press by phone that he came up with the design of the house after his wife said she wanted to return to her hometown of Humacao. He had never built a home, but he got help from his father and his brother, both carpenters.
"I saw her in my mind...and my brother began to doodle," he said.
The home has three bedrooms, two bathrooms and a wide, wrap-around porch.
"A house without a porch is not feasible," he said, adding that it's the perfect place to visit with friends and tell them, "pull up a chair, sit down and let's talk here."
Carrasco said a porch is most comfortable if it's hot and there's a small hammock hanging nearby.
It took him and his family about four or five years to build.
"We went block by block. That takes time," he said.
When asked if it was a surprise for his wife, he laughed: "She was helping."
Disputed contracts and a signature
The lawsuit notes that Carrasco authorized a scout to use the house in the video, "although he had no detailed knowledge of the form and manner in which the Casita would be used."
It also says that Carrasco never received a formal or informal proposal from the scout nor details about the video.
The lawsuit states that Carrasco doesn't know how to read or write but is able to sign his name and accused officials of asking him to sign a white screen on a cell phone.
"These officials fraudulently digitally transferred the aforementioned signature to two different contracts. Initially, these contracts were not delivered to Don Roman, nor were their contents explained to him or read to him. The plaintiff was also unable to read them because he lacks such ability," the lawsuit states, alleging that as result, it voids the contracts.

    
It notes that Carrasco received two checks totaling $5,200 while the video featuring his home that he and his brother designed and built in the 1960s received 22 million views.
The lawsuit states that while filming the video at Carrasco's home, people began to take pictures of it as well as measurements.

"In grave disregard for Don Roman's interests, and without his permission, the co-defendants used the measurements and photos taken of Don Roman's Casita to construct an exact copy of it inside the Jose Miguel Agrelot Coliseum of Puerto Rico, to be used in Bad Bunny's concert series..." the lawsuit reads.
The suit was filed in the Court of First Instance in San Juan, Puerto Rico's capital.
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    Starbucks workers sue over company's new dress code




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Starbucks sign is seen at a Starbucks kiosk in the Walden Galleria in Buffalo, NY., Nov. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]
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                                        Starbucks workers in three states took legal action against the coffee giant Wednesday, saying it violated the law when it changed its dress code but refused to reimburse employees who had to buy new clothes.
The employees, who are backed by the union organizing Starbucks' workers, filed class-action lawsuits in state court in Illinois and Colorado. Workers also filed complaints with California's Labor and Workforce Development Agency. If the agency decides not to seek penalties against Starbucks, the workers intend to file a class-action lawsuit in California, according to the complaints.
Starbucks didn't comment directly on the lawsuits Wednesday, but the company said it simplified its dress code to deliver a more consistent experience to customers and give its employees clearer guidance.
"As part of this change, and to ensure out partners were prepared, partners received two shirts at no cost," the company said Wednesday. Starbucks refers to its employees as "partners."

    
Starbucks' new dress code went into effect on May 12. It requires all workers in North America to wear a solid black shirt with short or long sleeves under their green aprons. Shirts may or may not have collars, but they must cover the midriff and armpits. 



    
        




    




Employees must wear khaki, black or blue denim bottoms without patterns or frayed hems or solid black dresses that are not more than 4 inches above the knee. The dress code also requires workers to wear black, gray, dark blue, brown, tan or white shoes made from a waterproof material. Socks and hosiery must be "subdued," the company said.

    
    
    
The dress code prohibits employees from having face tattoos or more than one facial piercing. Tongue piercings and "theatrical makeup" are also prohibited.
Starbucks said in April that the new dress code would make employees' green aprons stand out and create a sense of familiarity for customers. It comes as the company is trying to reestablish a warmer, more welcoming experience in its stores.

    
Before the new dress code went into effect, Starbucks had a relatively lax policy. In 2016, it began allowing employees to wear patterned shirts in a wider variety of colors to give them more opportunities for self-expression. 
The old dress code was also loosely enforced, according to the Colorado lawsuit. But under the new dress code, employees who don't comply aren't allowed to start their shifts.
Brooke Allen, a full-time student who also works at a Starbucks in Davis, California, said she was told by a manager in July that the Crocs she was wearing didn't meet the new standards and she would have to wear different shoes if she wanted to work the following day. Allen had to go to three stores to find a compliant pair that cost her $60.09.
Allen has spent an additional $86.95 on clothes for work, including black shirts and jeans. 
"I think it's extremely tone deaf on the company's part to expect their employees to completely redesign their wardrobe without any compensation," Allen said. "A lot of us are already living paycheck to paycheck."

    
Allen said she misses the old dress code, which allowed her to express herself with colorful shirts and three facial piercings.
"It looks sad now that everyone is wearing black," she said.
The lawsuits and complaints filed Wednesday allege that Starbucks' dress code violates state laws that require companies to reimburse workers for expenses that primarily benefit the employer. Colorado law also prohibits employers from imposing expenses on workers without their written consent, according to that lawsuit. The plaintiffs seek damages on behalf of all Starbucks workers in those states, whether or not their stores are unionized.
Multiple plaintiffs, like Allen, said they requested reimbursement from Starbucks to conform to the dress code but were denied. Gilbert Cruz, an employee in Aurora, Illinois, requested $10 for the cost of removing a nose piercing. 
Worker-led lawsuits in state courts are a shift in tactics in the multi-year effort to unionize Starbucks' stores. 

    
Starbucks Workers United, the labor group that has unionized 640 of Starbucks' 10,000 company-owned U.S. stores, has filed hundreds of unfair labor practice charges against Starbucks with the National Labor Relations Board. The union filed an charge over the dress code in April but it is not a party in the current lawsuits.

But the board's ability to hear cases has been curtailed under President Donald Trump. Trump fired an NLRB member in the spring, leaving the board without the quorum it needs to decide cases.
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    How the Fed's rate cut impacts mortgage rates
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            The Federal Reserve cut its key interest rate by a quarter-point Wednesday and projected it would do so twice more this year as concern grows at the central bank about the health of the nation's labor market.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Hoping that mortgage rates will keep dropping following the Federal Reserve's first rate cut since last year? Don't bank on it.
As expected, the central bank delivered a quarter-point cut Wednesday and projected it would lower its benchmark rate twice more this year, reflecting growing concern over the U.S. job market.
Here's a look at factors that determine mortgage rates and what the Fed's latest move means for the housing market:

    
How rate cuts affect mortgage rates 
Mortgage rates have been mostly falling since late July on expectations of a Fed rate cut. The average rate on a 30-year mortgage was at 6.35% last week, its lowest level in nearly a year, according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac.
A similar pullback in mortgage rates happened around this time last year in the weeks leading up to the Fed's first rate cut in more than four years. Back then, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage got down to a 2-year low of 6.08% one week after the central bank cut rates. 
But it hasn't come close to that since.
Mortgage rates didn't keep falling last year, even as the Fed cut its main rate two more times. Instead, mortgage rates rose and kept climbing until the average rate on a 30-year home loan reached just over 7% by mid-January.



    
        




    




Like last year, the Fed's rate cut doesn't necessarily mean mortgage rates will keep declining, even as the central bank signals more cuts ahead.
"Rates could come down further, as the Fed has signaled the potential for two more rate cuts this year," said Lisa Sturtevant, chief economist at Bright MLS. "However, there are still risks of a reversal in mortgage rates. Inflation heated up in August and if the September inflation report shows another bump in consumer prices, it's possible we could see rates rise."

    
How mortgage rates are set
The Fed doesn't directly set mortgage rates. Instead, they're influenced by several factors, from the Fed's interest rate policy decisions to bond market investors' expectations for the economy and inflation. 
Mortgage rates generally follow the trajectory of the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans. 
That's because mortgages are typically bundled into mortgage-backed securities that are sold to investors. To keep mortgage-backed securities attractive to investors, their yield -- or annual return -- is adjusted to be competitive with the yield offered by the U.S. on its 10-year government bonds. When those bond yields rise, they tend to push up mortgage rates, and vice-versa. 
The 10-year Treasury yield has been mostly easing since mid-July as growing signs that the job market has been weakening fueled expectations of a Fed rate cut this month.
Until now, the Fed had kept its main interest rate on hold this year because it was more worried about inflation potentially worsening due to the Trump administration's tariffs than about the job market. 
At the same time, inflation has so far refused to go back below the Fed's 2% target. 
When the Fed cuts rates that can give the job market and overall economy a boost, but it can also fuel inflation. That, in turn, could push up mortgage rates.

    
"It's not just about what the Fed is doing today, it's about what they're expected to do in the future, and that's determined by things like economic growth, what's going to happen in the labor market and what do we think inflation is going to be like over the next year or so," said Danielle Hale, chief economist at Realtor.com.
What to expect for mortgage rates 
"If the Fed keeps lowering rates, it doesn't necessarily mean mortgages will go down," said Stephen Kates, financial analyst at Bankrate. "It means that they probably could go down more, and they may trend in that direction, even if they don't move in lockstep."
Ahead of the Fed's rate cut, the futures market had priced in expectations that the central bank would cut its key interest rate at upcoming policy meetings this year and into 2026. But the Fed's latest projections show a less aggressive path of rate cuts than the market has been expecting. 
"This ongoing gap between market and Fed expectations means that some risk of upward pressure on mortgage rates remains," said Hale, adding that the decline in mortgage rates "is likely to continue at least through this week."
Hale recently forecast that the average rate on a 30-year mortgage will be between 6.3% and 6.4% by the end of this year. That's in line with recent projections by other economists who also don't expect the average rate to drop below 6% this year.

    
Overall impact on the housing market
The late-summer pullback in mortgage rates has been a welcome trend for the housing market, which has been in a slump since 2022, when mortgage rates began climbing from historic lows. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes sank last year to their lowest level in nearly 30 years and have remained sluggish so far this year.
While lower rates give home shoppers more purchasing power, mortgage rates remain too high for many Americans to afford to buy a home. That's mostly because home prices, while rising more slowly than in years past, are still up by roughly 50% nationally since the start of this decade.
"While lower rates will bring some buyers and sellers into the market, today's cut will not be enough to break up the housing market logjam," said Sturtevant. "We will need to see further drops in mortgage rates and much slower home price growth, or even home price declines, to make a dent in affordability."
If mortgage rates continue to ease, home shoppers will benefit from more affordable financing. But lower mortgage rates could also bring in more buyers, making the market more competitive at a time when sellers across the country are having a tougher time driving a hard bargain.
The options for home shoppers and buyers
Predicting when mortgage rates will decline and by how much is daunting because so many variables can influence their trajectory from one week to the next.
Home shoppers who can afford to buy at current rates may be better off buying now if they find a property that fits their needs, rather than attempt to time the market, said Kates. 
Many homeowners looking to refinance have already seized on the decline in rates, sending applications for refinance loans sharply higher in recent weeks.

One rule of thumb to consider when refinancing is whether you can reduce your current rate by at least one percentage point, which helps blunt the impact of refinancing fees.
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    What the Fed rate cut will mean for your finances
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Reserve cut its benchmark interest rate Wednesday for the first time in nine months. Since the last cut, progress on inflation has slowed while the labor market has cooled. That means Americans are dealing with both high prices and a challenging job market. 
The federal funds rate, set by the Federal Reserve, is the rate at which banks borrow and lend to one another. While the rates that consumers pay to borrow money aren't directly linked to this rate, shifts in Fed policy affect what people pay for credit cards, auto loans, mortgages, and other financial products.
Wednesday's quarter-point cut is the first since December and lowers the Fed's short-term rate to about 4.1%, down from 4.3%. The Fed projected it will cut rates two more times before the end of the year.
The Fed has two goals when it sets the rate: one, to manage prices for goods and services, and two, to encourage full employment. This is known as the "dual mandate." Typically, the Fed might increase the rate to try to bring down inflation and decrease it to encourage faster economic growth and more hiring. The challenge now is that inflation is higher than the Fed's 2% target but the job market is weak, putting the Fed in a difficult position.

    
"The dual mandate is always a balancing act," said Elizabeth Renter, senior economist at personal finance site NerdWallet. 
Here's what to know:

    
A cut will impact mortgages gradually
For prospective homebuyers, the market has already priced in the rate cut, which means it's "unlikely to make a noticeable difference for most consumers at the time of the announcement," according to Bankrate financial analyst Stephen Kates. 
"Much of the impact on mortgage rates has already occurred through anticipation alone," he said. "(Mortgage) rates have been falling since January and dropped further as weaker-than-expected economic data pointed to a cooling economy."

    
Still, Kates said a declining interest rate environment will provide some relief for borrowers over time. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 5, 2012, file photo, consumer credit cards are posed in North Andover, Mass. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)]
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"Whether it's a homeowner with a 7% mortgage or a recent graduate hoping to refinance student loans and credit card debt, lower rates can ease the burden on many indebted households by opening opportunities to refinance or consolidate," he said.
Interest on savings accounts won't be as appealing
For savers, falling interest rates will slowly erode attractive yields currently on offer with certificates of deposit (CDs) and high-yield savings accounts. 
Right now, the best rates on offer for each have been hovering at or above 4% for CDs and at 4.6% for high-yield savings accounts, according to DepositAccounts.com.
Those are still better than the trends of recent years, and a good option for consumers who want to earn a return on money they may want to access in the near-term. A high-yield savings account generally has a much higher annual percentage yield than a traditional savings account. The national average for traditional savings accounts is currently 0.38%.
There may be a few accounts with returns of about 4% through the end of 2025, according to Ken Tumin, founder of DepositAccounts.com, but the Fed cuts will filter down to these offerings, lowering the average yields as they do.
Auto loans are not expected to decline soon
Americans have faced steeper auto loan rates over the last three years after the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate starting in early 2022. Those are not expected to decline any time soon. While a cut will contribute to eventual relief, it might be slow in arriving, analysts say. 
"If the auto market starts to freeze up and people aren't buying cars, then we may see lending margins start to shrink, but auto loan rates don't move in lockstep with the Fed rate," said Bankrate analyst Stephen Kates.
Prices for new cars have leveled off recently, but remain at historically high levels, not adjusting for inflation. 
Generally speaking, an auto loan annual percentage rate can run from about 4% to 30%. Bankrate's most recent weekly survey found that average auto loan interest rates are currently at 7.19% on a 60-month new car loan.

    
Credit card rate relief could be slow
Interest rates for credit cards are currently at an average of 20.13%, and the Fed's rate cut may be slow to be felt by anyone carrying a large amount of credit card debt. That said, any reduction is positive news.
"While the broader impact of a rate reduction on consumers' financial health remains to be fully seen, it could offer some relief from the persistent budgetary pressures driven by inflation," said Michele Raneri, vice president and head of U.S. research at credit reporting agency TransUnion.
"These savings could contribute to a reduction in delinquency rates across credit card and unsecured personal loan segments," she said.
Still, the best thing for anyone carrying a large credit card balance is to prioritize paying down high-interest-rate debt, and to seek to transfer any amounts possible to lower APR cards or negotiate directly with credit card companies for accommodation.

    
___

The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism.
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    Discovery of insects trapped in amber sheds light on ancient Amazon rainforest




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2025 shows a Diptera Nematocera fly of the family Chironomidae (non-biting midges) trapped in a Cretaceous-era amber sample discovered in Ecuador. (Monica Solorzano-Kraemer via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Scientists have discovered prehistoric insects preserved in amber for the first time in South America, providing a fresh glimpse into life on Earth at a time when flowering plants were just beginning to diversify and spread around the world.

    
Many of the specimens found at a sandstone quarry in Ecuador date to 112 million years ago, said Fabiany Herrera, curator of fossil plants at the Field Museum in Chicago and co-author of the study published Thursday in the journal Communications Earth and Environment.
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Almost all known amber deposits from the past 130 million years have been in the Northern Hemisphere, and it's long been "an enigma" that scientists have found few in southern regions that once comprised the supercontinent Gondwana, said David Grimaldi, an entomologist at the American Museum of Natural History who was not involved in the discovery.
This marks the first time researchers have identified ancient beetles, flies, ants and wasps in fossilized tree resin in South America, said Ricardo Perez-de la Fuente, a paleoentomologist at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History, who also was not involved in the new study.

    
    
    
"Amber pieces are little windows into the past," Perez-de la Fuente said, adding that the discovery will help researchers understand the evolving interactions between flowering plants and insects that lived during the era of the dinosaurs.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by researchers in September 2025 shows a Cretaceous-era fossil of a fern leaf found in a quarry in Ecuador. (Fabiany Herrera via AP)]
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The researchers uncovered hundreds of fragments of amber, some containing ancient insects, pollen and tree leaves, at a sandstone quarry in Ecuador that's on the edge of what is today the Amazon basin.
But today's rainforest is much different from what dinosaurs roamed through, Herrera said. Based on an analysis of fossils in the amber, the ancient rainforest contained species of ferns and conifers, including the unusual Monkey Puzzle Tree, that no longer grow in Amazonia.

    
"It was a different kind of forest," said Herrera.
The amber deposits were previously known to geologists and miners who worked at the Genoveva quarry. Study co-author Carlos Jaramillo at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute first heard of them about a decade ago and set out to find the exact location, aided by geology field notes.
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"I went there and realized this place is amazing," Jaramillo said. "There's so much amber in the mines," and it's more visible in the open quarry than it would be if hidden under dense layers of vegetation.
Researchers will continue to analyze the amber trove to learn more about Cretaceous-era biodiversity -- including the insects that contributed to evolution by feeding on flowering plants. "Amber tends to preserve things that are tiny," said Grimaldi.
"It's the time when the relationship between flowering plants and insects got started," said Perez-de la Fuente. "And that turned out to be one of the most successful partnerships in nature."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Northrop Grumman cargo ship reaches the International Space Station a day late after engine issue




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image provided by NASA shows Northrop Grumman's newly arrived cargo capsule at the International Space Station on Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025. (NASA via AP)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A supply ship arrived at the International Space Station on Thursday after a day's delay due to a premature engine shutdown.
Astronauts used the space station's robot arm to pluck Northrop Grumman's Cygnus capsule from orbit as they soared over Africa.
The 11,000-pound (5,000-kilogram) shipment should have reached the space station Wednesday, three days after blasting off from Florida. But when the capsule tried to climb higher, its main engine shut down too soon. Engineers traced the problem to an overly conservative software setting.
This is the first flight of the extra-large version of the Cygnus, which is packed with food, science experiments and equipment for the space station's toilet and other systems. NASA holds contracts with Northrop Grumman as well as SpaceX to keep the orbiting lab well stocked. Russia also sends supplies, and Japan is about to resume deliveries as well.

    
Northrop Grumman named its latest capsule the S.S. Willie McCool after the pilot of the doomed 2003 flight of space shuttle Columbia.
___
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    Ghana's fantasy coffins are a colorful celebration of life and legacy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The fantasy coffin of the late Robert Nii Anang Obodai, a former school proprietor, is lowered into his grave in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, July 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: A miniature zebra fantasy coffin prototype crafted by Eric Kpakpo Adotey is displayed in his shop in La, Accra, Ghana, Friday, July 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: Joseph Adjetey works on a fantasy coffin at Eric Kpakpo's carpentry shop in La, Accra, Ghana, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: Fantasy coffins are displayed at Eric Kpakpo's carpentry shop in La, Accra, Ghana, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: Fantasy coffins crafted by Nicholas and his family are displayed at their showroom in Teshie, Accra, Ghana, Tuesday, July 29, 2025. (AP Photo/ Misper Apawu)]
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            By 
            MISPER APAWU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ACCRA, Ghana (AP) -- A giant pink fish, a colorful peacock, an airplane painted with the national flag. These are just some of Ghana's fantasy coffins, known as Abebuo, which translates to "proverb."

    
Each piece is crafted not just to bury the deceased, but to embody the essence of their life. A farmer isn't laid to rest in a car; instead his coffin might take the shape of the tools he used or the crops he cultivated. The design itself becomes metaphor, a wooden riddle, a final message left behind.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joseph Adjetey works on a fantasy coffin at Eric Kpakpo's carpentry shop in La, Accra, Ghana, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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Fantasy coffins, while common among the Ga people of Accra, are becoming a widespread practice, offering a colorful alternative to simple wooden boxes.
When a family loses a loved one, they gather to decide how to honor them. They visit a carpentry workshop, some with a clear vision, others seeking the carpenters' guidance to create a fitting tribute.
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[image: Taylor Scott, founder of RVA Community Fridges, poses with one of her fridges on E. Main Street in Richmond on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025. (Taylor Scott/RVA Community Fridges via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Neighbors help neighbors with resources like clothing swaps, community fridges
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eryn Murphy carries native plants Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Move over, green lawns. Drier, warmer climate boosts interest in low-water landscaping
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Hilda Baci attempts to cook the world's largest pot of Jollof Rice in Lagos, Nigeria, on Friday, Sept 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Nigerian chef breaks world record for cooking the largest jollof rice dish
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The choice depends on each person. A fishmonger might be remembered in the form of the fish he sold, down to its exact type. Lion-shaped coffins are reserved only for chiefs, as the animal is a symbol of power. In Labadi, a suburb of Accra, royal families are tied to their emblem, the rooster, a design reserved only for their lineage. The right to a particular coffin is never arbitrary; it reflects identity, occupation and status.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fantasy coffins are displayed at Eric Kpakpo's carpentry shop in La, Accra, Ghana, Wednesday, July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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Each coffin takes about two weeks to complete. The cost, which starts at around $700, varies depending on the type of wood and the complexity of the design.

    
    
    
Funerals in Ghana are vibrant affairs. People see them as a final opportunity to honor the deceased, sparing no expense on ceremonies that feature music, dancing and vivid displays of cultural heritage.
But while families see fantasy coffins as tributes, collectors see them as art.

    
Nicolas Ablorh Annan, a coffin maker from Accra, said that while the practice of burying loved ones in fantasy coffins started among the Ga people, it has expanded across Ghana. For his family, it is merely a business. His great-grandfather started it, he said, and they continue to run it as a family enterprise, with no ties to the rituals.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The fantasy coffin of the late Robert Nii Anang Obodai, a former school proprietor, is lowered into his grave in Accra, Ghana, Saturday, July 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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Some coffins never hold bodies at all, destined instead for museums abroad. Annan said that international interest is growing, with many foreign clients ordering coffins primarily for exhibitions as art pieces. Currently, he is working on six fantasy coffins that will be shipped abroad the following week.
At funerals, the presence of a fantasy coffin transforms everything. Mourners burdened with grief find themselves captivated by the craftsmanship, the vivid colours, the detailed shapes, the boundless imagination.
"People forget for a moment what's inside; they admire the coffin and the atmosphere shifts," said Eric Kpakpo Adotey, a carpenter who specializes in fantasy coffins.

Laughter blends with tears, and the sorrow is softened by creativity. For those left behind, each coffin is more than a final resting place. It is a story carved in wood, a proverb to be read.
___
Follow the AP's Africa coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    Ground squirrels are taking over a North Dakota city and officials are not amused




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Richardson's ground squirrels are threatening to overrun Minot, North Dakota. The city is trying to fight back. (AP video: Jack Dura & Mark Vancleave)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MINOT, N.D. (AP) -- The Richardson's ground squirrel weighs less than a pound, is about a foot long and is native to the northern Plains.
The little creature also is a ferocious tunneler, and it's exasperating the people of Minot, North Dakota, where it's burrowing everywhere from vacant lots to the middle of town, and growing more plentiful over the past two decades.
Now North Dakota's fourth-largest city is fighting back, but even the pest control guy leading the charge acknowledges that it will be difficult to turn the tide against the rodent.
An uphill battle
Joshua Herman said fighting the squirrels is akin to "one guy standing against a massive storm."

    
"If I'm trapping but my neighbor isn't, well then, we're really not going to get anywhere with it, long-term," Herman said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman, owner/operator of Herman Pest Control Services, poses for a photo on Monday, July 14, 2025, next to holes dug by Richardson's ground squirrels in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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Ground squirrels have been an issue in Minot, a city of nearly 50,000 people, for at least 20 years, but the problem has dramatically worsened in the last few years, said Minot Street Department Superintendent Kevin Braaten. 
It's unclear how many of the squirrels live in Minot but it likely nears or even exceeds the city's population.
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[image: Taylor Scott, founder of RVA Community Fridges, poses with one of her fridges on E. Main Street in Richmond on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025. (Taylor Scott/RVA Community Fridges via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Neighbors help neighbors with resources like clothing swaps, community fridges
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eryn Murphy carries native plants Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Move over, green lawns. Drier, warmer climate boosts interest in low-water landscaping
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Hilda Baci attempts to cook the world's largest pot of Jollof Rice in Lagos, Nigeria, on Friday, Sept 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]
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"Gosh, there's got to be tens of thousands of them in the area," Herman said.
Officials in the city, a green spot along the winding Souris River surrounded by farmland and grassy prairie, know they can't get rid of the squirrels, but hope to simply get the rodent numbers down.

    
    
    
"I don't see the population ever going to zero," Braaten said. "I mean, it's almost impossible by the numbers that we have."
Put another way, Minot won't be able to rid itself of the squirrels because the animals have lived on the prairie for centuries. Outside of town, predators like coyotes, badgers, owls and even snakes love to dine on the squirrels. But in residential neighborhoods and even downtown, where few of their predators live, the rodents can roam pretty freely.
Greg Gullickson, an outreach biologist with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, adds that the squirrels now have fewer grassland areas available to them and like the mowed spots they find in town.

    
No land is safe
Female squirrels typically give birth to litters of about six babies a year, so it's easy to see how their numbers can quickly soar.
Herman said he kills 3,500 to 5,000 of them a year, primarily by putting snares and carbon monoxide into the holes, and using an air rifle.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three Richardson's ground squirrels appear Monday, July 14, 2025, in a vacant lot near apartment homes in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"I've had calls downtown, calls in the mall, along the highways, here at the airport -- really every part of the city I've done trapping for ground squirrels here in Minot," Herman said as he checked his traps along an apartment building and shoveled dirt over holes.
Herman says they damage driveways, sidewalks and lawns; create tripping hazards with their holes and can harbor disease from fleas.
Along an apartment building, the squirrels had dug under a concrete slab and against the foundation. Nearby in a vacant lot, the rodents popped in and out of holes.

    
Ground squirrels near Pashone Grandson's ground-level apartment dig holes near her door and eat her plants. One squirrel even got around her baby gate at the door and into her daughter's clothes in her bedroom.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joshua Herman pumps carbon monoxide into burrows dug by Richardson's ground squirrels along an apartment building on Monday, July 14, 2025, in Minot, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)]
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"It was a little scary. You don't know what disease they carry. They're dirty. I have a young daughter ... I didn't know if it was going to bite her," Grandson said.
North of town, Minot Air Force Base, which houses bombers and intercontinental ballistic missiles, has fought the ground squirrels for years. Earlier this month, the base said it had trapped more than 800 "dak-rats," a base name for the rodents.
Base officials declined to comment on the squirrels.
Jared Edwards, facilities director for Minot Public Schools, which has three schools on the base, said residential areas of the base and runways are overrun by ground squirrels. He called it "a continuous battle for them for the last 75 years since the base has been there."
"I'm not going to exaggerate: They're by the millions out there," Edwards said. 
In town, three school properties have large populations of ground squirrels, he said. Last year, the school system began using snares, and for years before that had used poison.
"It's something you have to keep up with. It is Mother Nature," Edwards said, adding that they've probably been in the area since homesteaders came through.

    
A cute nuisance
Still, not everyone sees the squirrels as a pest. Some find the critters cute and fuzzy.
Herman said people have sabotaged, stolen or thrown out his traps. They occasionally confront him when he shoots at ground squirrels with an air rifle, scolding him for hurting the wildlife, he said.

"They get that cute association, and they are, you know, adorable, but they're a vermin and a pest and dangerous when they are allowed to proliferate," Herman said.
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    Swastikas still linger on some flags in Finland's air force, but are on the way out




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Flags of Finnish Air Forces are seen during a parade in Jyvaskyla, Finland in November 2024. (Tommi Anttonen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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            Flags of Finnish Air Forces are seen during a parade in Jyvaskyla, Finland in November 2024. (Tommi Anttonen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The flag of Finnish Air Forces during a parade at the Santahamina garrison island in Helsinki, Finland, on July 31, 2019. (Martti Kainulainen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)]
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[image: Finnish aerobatics group Midnight Hawks performs during a celebration marking the Russian air force's 100th anniversary in Zhukovsky, outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2012. (AP Photo/Misha Japaridze, File)]
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            Finnish aerobatics group Midnight Hawks performs during a celebration marking the Russian air force's 100th anniversary in Zhukovsky, outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2012. (AP Photo/Misha Japaridze, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JAMEY KEATEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Finland's Air Force, now part of NATO, still flies swastikas on a handful of unit flags -- but is preparing to phase them out, largely to avoid awkwardness with its Western allies.
The history of the Finnish air force's use of the swastika, which since the 20th century has largely been associated with Nazi tyranny and hate groups, is more complex than at first appearance. It is an ancient symbol and Finland's air force began using it many years before the birth of Nazi Germany.
Change has been underway for years. A swastika logo was quietly pulled off the Air Force Command's unit emblem a few years ago. But swastikas have remained on some Finnish air force flags, raising eyebrows among NATO allies, tourists and other foreigners who spot them at military events.
"We could have continued with this flag, but sometimes awkward situations can arise with foreign visitors. It may be wise to live with the times, Col. Tomi Bohm, the new head of Karelia Air Wing air defense force, was quoted as saying in a report Thursday by the public broadcaster YLE.

    
    
    
A bad look for a new NATO member
The Defense Forces, in an email to The Associated Press on Friday, said a plan to renew the air force unit flags was launched in 2023, the year Finland joined NATO, but said it was not linked to joining the alliance. The aim, it said, was "to update the symbolism and emblems of the flags to better reflect the current identity of the Air Force."
It referred to an article in daily Helsingin Sanomat on Friday, which said the reason for the removal was a perception that the swastika has been an "embarrassing symbol in international contexts."
Finland, which shares a long border with Russia, joined NATO in April 2023 over concerns related to Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
Teivo Teivainen, a professor of world politics at the University of Helsinki, said the flags in question were introduced in the 1950s and today are flown by four Air Force units. 

    
The Air Force and the Finnish public generally had for years insisted the swastikas used in Finland's air force "have nothing to do with the Nazi swastika," said Teivainen, who this month had a book published whose Finnish title translates as "History of the Swastika." 
But now, following Finland's integration with NATO, policymakers have decided "there's now a need to get more integrated with the forces of countries like Germany, the Netherlands, and France -- countries where the swastika is clearly a negative symbol," he said. 
Teivainen said that in 2021, German air force units bowed out of a final ceremony following exercises at a military base in Finland's Lapland region after learning that the Finnish swastikas would be on display.
A symbol used for more than a century
Finland's air force adopted the swastika emblem in 1918 soon after country gained its independence after more than a century of Imperial Russian rule. 
Count Eric von Rosen of neighboring Sweden donated Finland's first military plane in 1918, which bore his personal symbol, the swastika.
The Finnish air force soon after adopted a blue swastika on a white background as the national insignia on all its planes from 1918 to 1945. After the war, the imagery remained for decades on some Air Force unit flags and decorations as well as on the insignia of the Air Force Academy.

    
But that doesn't mean there is no Nazi connection at all.
Von Rosen, an aristocratic explorer and ethnographer, was the brother-in-law of Hermann Goering, a decorated World War I German fighter pilot who became an early Nazi Party member. Goering went on to lead Germany's Luftwaffe during World War II under Hitler.
The Finnish air force stressed that its use of the symbol had no connection to Nazi Germany, although Finland entered into a reluctant alliance with the Third Reich during World War II.
New flags -- featuring an eagle -- will be published when the work has been completed and the flags are introduced into use for events like parades and local ceremonies, the Defense Forces said, without saying when that would happen.

"The traditional Von Rosen swastika emblem, in use since 1918, has already been removed from most other Air Force emblems during earlier reforms, so its removal from the unit flags is a logical continuation of this work," the emailed statement said.
___
This story corrects the spelling of the name of University of Helsinki professor Teivo Teivainen.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/finland-swastika-air-force-nato-423a764e6e72abde083f6136e06461c0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Giant trolls have a message for humans about protecting the planet
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            Nestled in forests worldwide, an army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better - without destroying the planet. Recycle artist Thomas Dambo's "Trolls Save the Humans" installation is on display in California. (AP Video/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: The face of a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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            People take pictures alongside a giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TERRY CHEA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WOODSIDE, Calif. (AP) -- Nestled in forests around the world, a gentle army of giant wooden trolls want to show humans how to live better without destroying the planet. 
The Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team have created 170 troll sculptures from discarded materials such as wooden pallets, old furniture and wine barrels.
Twelve years after he started the "Trail of a Thousand Trolls" project, his sculptures can be found in more than 20 countries and 21 U.S. states. Each year Dambo and his team make about 25 new trolls, which stand up to 40 feet (12 meters) tall.

    
"I believe that we can make anything out of anything," said Dambo, speaking from his farm outside Copenhagen. "We are drowning in trash. But we also know that one man's trash is another man's treasure."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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An installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is on display at Filoli, a historic estate with 650 acres of forests and gardens in Woodside, California, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) south of San Francisco. 
"They bring us back to be connected to the earth and to nature," said Jeannette Weederman, who was visiting Filoli with her son in July.
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[image: Taylor Scott, founder of RVA Community Fridges, poses with one of her fridges on E. Main Street in Richmond on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025. (Taylor Scott/RVA Community Fridges via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Neighbors help neighbors with resources like clothing swaps, community fridges
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eryn Murphy carries native plants Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Move over, green lawns. Drier, warmer climate boosts interest in low-water landscaping
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Hilda Baci attempts to cook the world's largest pot of Jollof Rice in Lagos, Nigeria, on Friday, Sept 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Nigerian chef breaks world record for cooking the largest jollof rice dish
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Dambo's trolls each have their own personality and story. At Filoli, the troll Ibbi Pip builds birdhouses, Rosa Sunfinger plants flowers and Kamma Can makes jewelry from people's garbage. 
"Each of them has a story to tell," said Filoli CEO Kara Newport. "It inspires people to think of their own stories, what kind of creatures might live in their woods and make that connection to living beings in nature."

    
    
    
Dambo's trolls don't like humans because they waste nature's resources and pollute the planet. The mythical creatures have a long-term perspective because they live for thousands of years and have witnessed the destructive force of human civilizations.
But the six young trolls at Filoli have a more optimistic view of human nature. They believe they can teach people how to protect the environment.

    
"They want to save the humans. So they do this by teaching them how to be better humans -- be humans that don't destroy nature," said Dambo, 45, a poet and former hip-hop artist. "They hope to save them from being eaten by the older trolls."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant troll sculpture created by the Danish recycle artist Thomas Dambo and his team that's part of an installation of six sculptures called "Trolls Save the Humans" is seen on display at the historic estate Filoli, Saturday, July 5, 2025, in Woodside, Calif. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)]
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Dambo's trolls are hidden in forests, mountains, jungles and grasslands throughout Europe and North America as well as countries such as Australia, Chile and South Korea. Most were built with local materials and assembled on-site by his team of craftsmen and artists with help from local volunteers. 

"My exhibition now has four and a half million visitors a year globally, and it's all made out of trash together with volunteers," said Dambo. "That is such a huge proof of concept of why we should not throw things out, but why we should recycle it."
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                    Oddities

    Whale surfaces, capsizes fishing boat off New Hampshire coast




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Two occupants of a fishing vessel are safe Tuesday after a whale surfaced under their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
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            ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        RYE, N.H. (AP) -- Two fishermen are safe after a whale crashed onto their boat, capsizing it off the New Hampshire shore, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
The incident occurred Tuesday near Odiorne Point State Park in Rye. The two men, who were thrown overboard, said they had seen the whale earlier and were trying to keep their distance.
"He went under, he disappeared for a few minutes, and then the next thing we know, he just popped right up on our transom," fisherman Ryland Kenney told WMUR-TV.
The Coast Guard posted to X that they had received a mayday call stating that a 23-foot (7-meter) center console boat had turned over because of a whale breach.
"The occupants were ejected from the vessel as the boat capsized," the Coast Guard posted, adding that an urgent marine information broadcast was issued and the Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor was alerted.

    
"A good Samaritan recovered both individuals from the water. No injuries were reported," the Coast Guard posted.
The rescuers turned out to be two young brothers.
"I saw it come up, and I was just like, 'Oh, it's going to hit the boat,'" Wyatt Yager told the station. "It started to flip." His brother, Colin Yager, caught what happened on his phone.



    
        




    




The boat crew from Station Portsmouth reported that the whale appeared not to be injured. The incident was reported to the Center of Coastal Studies Marine Animal Hotline and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

    
    
    
The vessel has also been salvaged.
The whale probably did not know the boat was there, said Sara Morris of the University of New Hampshire Shoals Marine Laboratory.

"If you look at the video really carefully, you can see that the whale has its mouth open," she told the station. "It looks like it's lunge feeding and actually trying to catch fish."
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                    Lifestyle

    Here's what dermatologists are saying about your skin care routine: Keep it simple
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            Everywhere you turn, someone's showing you a multistep skin care routine they swear by. Dermatologists say skin care has gotten way too complicated and that social media is filled with information that can be misleading. Here's what they say you really need and what you don't.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman washes her face as she prepares for work in Chicago, on Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            A woman washes her face as she prepares for work in Chicago, on Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A representative for a light therapy mask company demonstrates one of the devices during the CES tech show in Las Vegas, on Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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            A representative for a light therapy mask company demonstrates one of the devices during the CES tech show in Las Vegas, on Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        There always seems to be someone on TikTok, YouTube or Instagram showing you a multistep skincare routine they swear by. They might use expensive products like snail mucin or red-light therapy masks that allegedly hydrate your skin or help reduce fine lines. 
Is any of it necessary? Does any of it work? 
"Social media is having such a huge influence on what we're using in our skin and every individual is acting like their own clinician and trying to diagnose their own skin type and experiment with different regimens," said Dr. Kathleen Suozzi, a professor of dermatology at Yale School of Medicine. "And really the main overarching thing is that skincare regimens have become way overcomplicated."
Some dermatologists say that many viral skincare products are unnecessary, even if they feel nice, and while some cause little to no harm, other treatments can cause more problems than they fix.
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (AP Illustration / Peter Hamlin)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Face skin requires extra protection 
The skin on our face is thinner than the skin on our bodies, and requires a gentler touch than other parts of the body.
Everyone's skin is different, too: The soaps or cleansers that work for someone with oily skin may not satisfy someone with dry skin. 
Dermatologists say a skincare routine should start with three things -- a gentle cleanser, a moisturizer to hydrate the face and a sunscreen with at least SPF 30. Too many products can irritate sensitive skin and be redundant, since many products share the same ingredients. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In all cases, protecting your face from the sun is key, dermatologists said.

    
    
    
"The truth of the matter is, nine out of 10 skin care concerns on the face that people come to see me for are worsened by UV radiation from the sun," said Dr. Oyetewa Asempa, the director of the Skin of Color clinic at Baylor College of Medicine.
Many skin issues, like wrinkles, dark pigmentation after a rash and dark scarring from acne, are made worse by the sun, she said. 

    
What to know about retinol and exfoliation products
Wrinkles happen. And your skin over time can look less plump and glowing. 
Retinol creams and chemical exfoliants are sold with the promise of keeping aging at bay. Some are recommended by dermatologists -- but there are also some exceptions.
As we get older, our skin slows down its production of collagen, which keeps our skin bouncy and elastic. That leads to wrinkles. Retinoids and retinol creams can help, dermatologists said. But they recommend not using them until you are about 30 or older -- any earlier could cause more problems, like skin irritation. 
Dark spots and dead skin are also common skincare frustrations.
Exfoliation -- removing dead skin -- can help. But dermatologists recommend avoiding products that use beads, salts and sugars that exfoliate fragile facial skin by physically removing it. Instead, try chemical exfoliation with alpha-hydroxy acids or beta-hydroxy acids -- but make sure you're wearing sunscreen if you add either of these ingredients to your skincare regimen. 
FDA-approved guidelines say chemical exfoliation is safe if certain ingredient levels are declared on retail products, but the requirements don't apply to the more intense chemical peels applied by professionals, for example in salons.

    
What skin products to avoid
Influencers try to get you excited by trendy skincare ideas -- and dermatologists want them to go away. 
Dr. Asempa points to one currently popular example: beef tallow -- also known as cow fat. 
"I want you to leave the beef tallow with the cows," she said. 
Light therapy masks are also wildly popular -- and also wildly over-hyped. Dermatologists say they can be useful in some situations, depending on the color you use and the strength of the masks.
Dr. Suozzi said that while research shows there may be some benefit to red-light therapy masks, which may help with collagen production, they are "not something that's going to be transformative" for the skin. 
And to have any hope, you'd need to use them a lot: "You need to be using these devices a few times a week for them to have any benefit, if at all." 

    
More expensive skin products don't necessarily work better
Red-light therapy masks, snail mucin -- slimy liquid that is touted as hydrating -- and other products can be very expensive. But don't let the price fool you, said Dr. Jordan Lim, a dermatology professor at Emory University School of Medicine.
"Price does not equal efficacy, and it does not equal better results," Lim said. "A lot of the ingredients you're seeing in a $6 cream are also in a $20 cream, also in that $300 cream that you see a celebrity using."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Business

    It can be hard to shift out of negative thoughts, but there are ways to stop spiraling
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When we make mistakes at work, it can lead to a cycle of negative thinking.
The damaging thoughts swirl: "I'm an impostor." "I'm not smart enough." "I'm failing at my job."
Feeling like an impostor -- doubting one's own abilities despite a track record of success -- is common, especially among women and members of marginalized groups. Even on days when everything's going right, it can be hard to shift out of a cycle of self-doubt.
But there are ways to interrupt that downward spiral.
Many people have found cognitive behavioral therapy, a form of talk therapy, helpful to examine internal monologues such as "I'm going to say the wrong thing" or "I'm not good enough" -- and replace them with neutral or positive mantras.
"What we do in cognitive behavior therapy is help people identify these negative thoughts, and then we teach them to evaluate those thoughts and see how accurate they are," said Judith Beck, president of the Beck Institute for Cognitive Behavior Therapy, based in Pennsylvania.

    
"If they're not accurate, we discuss what's a more realistic perspective on this," she said.
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[image: A low-dose estrogen skin patch is seen on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Doctors want women to know the nuanced reality of hormone therapy for menopause
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                College graduates struggling to find jobs have plenty of company
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This electron microscope image provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows Vibrio vulnificus bacteria in 2005. (Janice Haney Carr/CDC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How to protect yourself from Vibrio vulnificus, the bacteria found in some coastal waters
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




To reach students with social, emotional and behavioral challenges, Randolph Public Schools, a district outside of Boston, held a recent seminar about helping children reframe their negative feelings using cognitive behavioral therapy, or CBT.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"We want our students... to really have the mindset that they can do things confidently," said Alpha Sanford, chief of development and student services, who started the initiative. 

    
    
    
During the training, Christin Brink, an assistant principal for special education, thought to herself, "Wow, I need this just as much as the kids do."
"Being a younger administrator in this role, it's something new to me," Brink added. "A lot of times I'll have impostor syndrome, and I'll make a choice that I later regret."

    
Why we might focus on the negative
If you find yourself having negative thoughts frequently, you're not alone. There are evolutionary reasons for it. 
"When we were cavemen, it was very important for us to be alert for danger," Beck said. Preparing for the worst possible outcome helped people stay alive. Some worries -- such as "I don't have enough time to complete this project" -- can motivate people to get things done, she said.
But lingering on what's going wrong can be unhealthy. We sometimes filter out positive reinforcement, downplaying recognition we've received and overemphasizing mistakes, said Kristene Doyle, director of the Albert Ellis Institute, a psychotherapy training organization based in New York.
Practicing your positive beliefs by saying them to yourself with force, vigor and frequency can help you build a healthier thinking muscle, she said.

    
Hold that thought. Is it really true?
One of the first steps to reframing unhelpful thoughts is to identify those that are recurring in your mind. Examine whether they have any validity. What evidence is there to support them?
"Telling myself 'I'm not good enough to be here' is only going to lead me down a path of a self-fulfilling prophecy, and you make that worst-case scenario happen," Doyle said. "What makes somebody good enough to be in the room? What makes somebody good enough to have a job?"
When someone is thinking they're an impostor, "look for reasons why they're not an impostor. What are their strengths? Why were they hired?" Doyle asked.
For example, when high school teacher Catherine Mason of New York was asked to reexamine a section of her lesson plan, she had some damaging self-doubt.
"I just heard, 'You're a terrible teacher. You're so bad at this. Why can't you just get it?' And that was all internal," Mason said. Acting out of fear, she rewrote the entire lesson plan, when she only needed to make minor changes.
Now, instead of jumping to the worst conclusion, she pauses to examine the thought. "What did they actually say to you?" she asks herself. "Did they say the actual words, 'You're terrible?' Did they actually say, 'You have to throw out the whole lesson?'"
People who are thinking "I'm not good enough" can challenge that thought by asking, "What does 'good enough' actually mean?" Doyle suggested.

    
Throw it under a microscope
Some therapists get creative when working with clients to identify negative feelings or beliefs. Avigail Lev, a psychologist with the Bay Area CBT Center in San Francisco, has clients write down the phrases, such as "They don't value the work that I'm doing" or "I haven't done enough to get a raise."
After that, she leads clients through exercises to diffuse the strength of those thoughts, such as reading the sentences backward, counting the words in the statement, or writing the phrases on a cloud.
It can take time and practice to successfully reframe negative thoughts that have been replaying in our mind for years. When Renee Baker was studying architecture in college, professors and instructors frequently tore into her work. The critiques were designed to thicken her skin. But they had a lasting impact.

    
"There's the self-doubt that comes with being told, literally, 'You're not good enough. Your ideas aren't good enough. Your work isn't good enough,'" said Baker, who's now director of project management at Inform Studio, a design firm. "At the heart of a lot of my self-doubt is feeling like my voice, and what I think, what I believe, what I am passionate about, isn't as important as the next person's."
So Baker worked with a therapist to challenge her damaging core beliefs, exchanging them for more neutral thoughts. At work, she practiced speaking up even when her throat felt tight with anxiety. Over time, she became less anxious and more comfortable sharing her ideas.
Find a replacement thought
You can get specific when you're searching for alternative, healthier mantras. 
"When we look at this sentence, 'They don't value the work that I'm doing,' do you have any examples of when you felt your work was valued? Do you have examples of when people appreciated your work?" Lev asked.
You can also reframe your thoughts about other people who are part of your workday.
Eleanor Forbes, a social worker in Randolph Public Schools, helps teachers and administrators learn to apply CBT techniques. When staff members complain that a young person is being manipulative, she helps them reframe the thought. "How about we just say that this young person is just using survival skills?" she said.
Brink, the assistant principal, learned to reframe her own negative thoughts, saying to herself: "I made a lot of great choices today," or "This was what went well," and "Tomorrow we can try again with x, y and z."
Having scripted phrases ready to go helps when negative thoughts resurface, she said. 
"I've got this," she tells herself. "One step at a time."
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your workplace questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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                    Lifestyle

    Tips on stepping back from screens and starting a new hobby
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                                        During the winter of 2024, Rachel Martin came to a startling realization: She spent most of her free time staring at screens. "I couldn't really think of hobbies or things that I did that took a break from the digital world," she said. 
With pastimes like watching television, playing video games and creating digital art, Martin, 33, sometimes spent more than 12 hours per day looking at screens. She longed for an analog alternative.
After some trial and error, she found one: journaling with fountain pens and specialty inks. "It's quite a cool tactile experience," she said, and one that unexpectedly turned social when she started attending meetups for fountain pen enthusiasts in her city of Sydney, Australia.
"It's something that I definitely didn't expect to love," she said, "but that actually really helped me with going (mostly) screen-free."

    
Martin had extra motivation for avoiding devices -- she has chronic migraines, and screens are a trigger for her -- but many people share her goal.
Adopting a new hobby can be an effective way to get a break from screens. (Martin is even looking into selling her TV.) And as an added bonus, enjoyable pastimes can reduce stress and improve mental and physical health, research suggests. 
Finding a screen-free hobby that sticks, though, can be easier said than done. Here's where to start:

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


A mix of enjoyable activities is fine

    
    
    

Some people feel pressured to find the "ideal" hobby that will perfectly optimize their free time -- but there's no such thing, said Sarah Pressman, a professor of psychological science at the University of California, Irvine who has studied leisure time. 
"Having a mix of small enjoyable activities -- a little bit of pickleball, cooking something new, chatting with a friend over coffee, spending some time in your garden -- can have a cumulative effect on your mood and health," she said. "So rather than putting pressure on yourself to find the perfect pastime, just ask, 'What brings me a little joy today?'"

    
Similarly, hobbies don't have to fill hours upon hours of time to be beneficial, said Matthew Zawadzki, an associate professor of psychological sciences at the University of California, Merced who has studied hobbies. 
Start small by thinking about activities that would be fulfilling for 20, 10 or even five minutes at a time. 
"We really need to embrace small engagements with our leisure," he said, particularly given how many other demands there are on our time.
A pastime may not reset your life, "but instead it's going to reset the next hour," Zawadzki said.
Try lots of things

Cast a wide net.
"Test out a few activities for 30 minutes each and just notice how they make you feel," Pressman said. "Think of it like dating. You may have to go on a few first dates before you find your match."
Think about how activities you loved as a child could be adapted for adulthood, or about things that you naturally lose track of time while doing, she suggested.
It can also be helpful to consider what you're missing, or want more of, in your daily routine, Zawadzki said. If you feel too sedentary, try a new form of fitness. If you need to get out of your head, pick up an engrossing book. If you feel starved for social connection, join a club or volunteer. If you haven't used your creative muscles in a while, pick up a paintbrush.
"It's about being more intentional about how you use your time," Zawadzki said.

    
Ask for recommendations

"It's hard to think past what we currently do," Zawadzki said. So, outsource your search. 
Just as you'd ask a friend for a book or movie recommendation, ask your loved ones which activities they'd recommend for someone with your interests and tastes. Make sure they're aware of any financial, time or space constraints, too.
Make your hobbies as accessible as screen time...
If you're used to spending your evening in front of the TV, it can be hard to put those hours to new use --even once you've found a rewarding hobby.
"Screens are so easy," said Gabriela Tonietto, an associate professor of marketing at Rutgers Business School who has studied leisure time.
So, keep your sketchpad or crossword puzzle in plain sight rather than stored away, Pressman suggested, and flow directly from work or dinner into hobby time before you get distracted by screens.
Setting specific goals (not just, "I want to reduce screen time," but something like, "I will read for an hour before bed"), carving out designated time for your activity, and enlisting a hobby buddy for accountability can all help you stick to your pastime, Tonietto said.

    
...but don't beat yourself up if the screens sometimes win
Screen time isn't inherently bad, Zawadzki said. Watching a movie with your family can be a bonding activity -- especially if you talk about it afterward -- and catching up with a juicy TV show on the treadmill may motivate you to exercise. 
"Any kind of activity has the potential to be positive," he said. "But you have to optimize it a little bit to serve your goals," and set a cap on how much time you spend vegging out. 
So don't be too hard on yourself if you can't totally quit your screen-based hobbies. They may have some benefits too -- and recognizing them is half the battle. Tonietto's research suggests that viewing leisure time as wasteful can make it less enjoyable and beneficial. 

"Step one is actually experiencing that positivity when you engage in these activities," Tonietto said. "The consequences of that are feeling more relaxed, feeling less stressed, feeling happier." 
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                    Education

    Age isn't everything when deciding if a child is ready to be home alone
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                                        School is back in session, bringing new routines -- and new milestones for students.
For some, this is the year they are allowed to go home to an empty house instead of an after-school program or day care. It's a decision faced by many parents whose work or other obligations keep them from coming home until long past school release time.
With after-school care often expensive and hard to find, parents have reason to encourage independence. But how can they be sure their child is ready to navigate home on their own, even if only for an hour or two?
A handful of states have set age minimums. Maryland law, for example, makes it a crime to leave a child younger than 8 years old unattended.
But most states leave it up to parents and guardians. Experts say between 11 and 13 years old can be a good starting point, but stress there's more to the equation than age. And they say what's right for one child may not be for another, even within a family.

    
"It's not a one-size-fits-all ordeal. And you really have to take it and understand the bigger picture," said Jaesha Quarrels, director of child care services at Oklahoma Human Services. "Inadequate supervision is a key factor in many preventable childhood injuries and neglect cases."
Here's what experts say to consider when deciding whether a child is ready to be home alone:

    
    
    
Consider maturity and skills in addition to age
The American Academy of Pediatrics says most children are not ready to handle emergencies until about age 11 or 12, so the organization generally recommends structured supervision until then.
But it's not that simple.
Parents often want a specific answer on how old their kids have to be, but age is only one of the factors to consider, said Brian Tessmer, director of treatment and operations at Family Resources, a nonprofit agency in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
"We really strongly encourage parents to look at many other factors because kids, obviously mature at different rates."

    
At minimum, children should be able to recite their full name, home address, phone number and the name of a parent, guardian or other emergency contact. They should also know how to reach that person, experts advise.
Other things to consider are whether a child can follow rules, handle routines and keep themselves occupied with homework, toys or electronic devices.
Can they dial the phone? Fix themselves a snack? Do they know where the bandages are if they need one? What if there's a tornado warning, if they smell something burning or if a carbon monoxide detector goes off? Do they know how and when to dial 911?

    
They can do it. Do they want to?
Even having all that knowledge doesn't mean a child is ready to get off the school bus at an unoccupied house, experts said. At a time of high anxiety for American children, there is also emotional readiness to consider.
"Oftentimes as parents, because it's convenient -- we're busy, we have things that we have to do -- we just kind of leave them alone," Quarrels said. "But we need to consider how the child feels. Are they confident? Can they handle loneliness, fear or boredom?"
Communication is key, Tessmer said.
"It's a great opportunity to explain to the child that this is a milestone that we're coming up to as a family, and we're exploring this opportunity because we do feel like you are getting to a point where you're ready for this type of trust. We have confidence in you," he said.
A child home alone should have no doubts about what they're allowed to do, and even more importantly, not allowed to do, experts said.
Stoves and ovens should be off limits, as well as matches, candles and lighters. Children should be instructed to stay inside, not open the door to anyone unless they've been told in advance, and to never reveal that they're alone on social media, gaming apps or to callers.
"Make sure your house rules are visible and reviewed frequently," said Quarrels, who recommended having prepackaged snacks or meals handy.

    
Practice, start slowly and take advantage of technology
To further reduce anxiety, Quarrels recommends role-playing scenarios like handling a doorbell and dialing 911.
And start small, she said. Parents can test the waters by leaving a child inside while they're in the backyard or taking a walk around the block, she said.
Smartphones and the availability of home security systems that enable real-time monitoring and communication can also put children, and parents, at ease.
"Always check in on a regular basis with your child if you're going to be gone longer than 15 to 30 minutes," Tessmer said. "Fortunately, in this age with cellphones and tablets it can be pretty easy. You can have your kids text, you can schedule a quick call, Facetime, send photos to each other to ease any anxieties."
___
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    Devoted nap-takers explain the benefits of sleeping on the job
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- They snooze in parking garages, on side streets before the afternoon school run, in nap pods rented by the hour or stretched out in bed while working from home.
People who make a habit of sleeping on the job comprise a secret society of sorts within the U.S. labor force. Inspired by famous power nappers Winston Churchill and Albert Einstein, today's committed nap-takers often sneak in short rest breaks because they think the practice will improve their cognitive performance but still carries a stigma. 
Multiple studies have extolled the benefits of napping, such as enhanced memory and focus. A mid-afternoon siesta is the norm in parts of Spain and Italy. In China and Japan, nodding off is encouraged since working to the point of exhaustion is seen as a display of dedication, according to a study in the journal Sleep.

    
Yet it's hard to catch a few z's during regular business hours in the United States, where people who nap can be viewed as lazy. The federal government even bans sleeping in its buildings while at work, except in rare circumstances. 
Individuals who are willing and able to challenge the status quo are becoming less hesitant to describe the payoffs of taking a dose of microsleep. Marvin Stockwell, the founder of PR firm Champion the Cause, takes short naps several times a week. 
"They rejuvenate me in a way that I'm exponentially more useful and constructive and creative on the other side of a nap than I am when I'm forcing myself to gut through being tired," Stockwell said.

    
The art of napping 
Sleep is as important to good health as diet and exercise, but too many people don't get enough of it, according to James Rowley, program director of the Sleep Medicine Fellowship at Rush University Medical Center. 
"A lot of it has to do with electronics. It used to be TVs, but now cellphones are probably the biggest culprit. People just take them to bed with them and watch," Rowley said."
Napping isn't common in academia, where there's constant pressure to publish, but University of Southern California lecturer Julianna Kirschner fits in daytime naps when she can. Kirschner studies social media, which she says is designed to deliver a dopamine rush to the brain. Viewers lose track of time on the platforms, interrupting sleep. Kirschner says she isn't immune to this problem -- hence, her occasional need to nap. 
The key to effective napping is to keep the snooze sessions short, Rowley said. Short naps can be restorative and are more likely to leave you more alert, he said.
"Most people don't realize naps should be in the 15- to 20-minute range," Rowley said. "Anything longer, and you can have problems with sleep inertia, difficulty waking up, and you're groggy." 
Individuals who find themselves consistently relying on naps to make up for inadequate sleep should probably also examine their bedtime habits, he said.

    
A matter of timing
Mid-afternoon is the ideal time for a nap because it coincides with a natural circadian dip, while napping after 6 p.m. may interfere with nocturnal sleep for those who work during daylight hours, said Michael Chee, director of the Centre for Sleep and Cognition at the National University of Singapore.
"Any duration of nap, you will feel recharged. It's a relief valve. There are clear cognitive benefits," Chee said. 
A review of napping studies suggests that 30 minutes is the optimal nap length in terms of practicality and benefits, said Ruth Leong, a research fellow at the Singapore center. 
"When people nap for too long, it may not be a sustainable practice, and also, really long naps that cross the two-hour mark affect nighttime sleep," Leong said. 
Experts recommend setting an alarm for 20 to 30 minutes, which gives nappers a few minutes to fall asleep. 
But even a six-minute nap can be restorative and improve learning, said Valentin Dragoi, scientific director of the Center for Neural Systems Restoration, a research and treatment facility run by Houston Methodist hospital and Rice University. 

    
Bucking the trend 
While workplace dozing is uncommon in the U.S., some companies and managers encourage it. Will Bryk, founder of AI search startup Exa, swears by 20-minute power naps and ordered two sleeping pods for employees to use in his company's San Francisco office.
Ice cream maker Ben & Jerry's has had a nap room in its Vermont headquarters for a couple of decades, and a handful of employees use it, company spokesman Sean Greenwood said. "Employees who feel taken care of are much more likely to use this responsibly," he said. 
Arianna Huffington, the celebrity author who co-founded the news website Huffington Post, became an advocate of a good night's sleep and occasional naps after she collapsed from exhaustion in 2007. She installed a nap room at her former company, now called HuffPo, and at Thrive Global, a behavior change technology company where she serves as founder and CEO.

    
"If people have been up all night because of a sick child or a delayed flight, if they have the opportunity to nap, ... then they will be much more productive and creative for the rest of the day instead of dragging themselves or trying to boost their energy through multiple coffees or cinnamon buns," Huffington said in an email.
Kirsten Perez, 33, is a devoted napper. She used to use her lunch break at work to catch a few winks in her car. When she got her own office, she closed the door for a siesta while sitting at her desk.
Nowadays, working from home as a marketing manager at Nvidia, the Atlanta resident usually takes her daily nap in bed. She sets an alarm for 15 minutes, falls asleep within a minute and wakes up 30 seconds before the alarm rings.
"I can tell when my reasoning, my mood are dropping, just kind of feeling the drag of the day," Perez said. In those situations, she asks herself, "'Do I have a chunk of time in the next hour or so?' And then I'll figure out when I can find 15 minutes and find myself horizontal."
Creating space for sleep 
Naps are accepted and even a necessity in some occupations. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention encourages naps for nurses working night shifts. But many nurses can't sleep at the hospitals where they work because they're too busy and aren't given access to beds. 
Nurses "regularly struggle to have sufficient time to use the bathroom or go outside for fresh air, no less take a nap," said a spokesperson for the National Nurses United union.
Some companies are trying to fill the void. Inspired by his mother who worked as a nurse, Neil Wong founded Nap York, which offers sleeping pods in Manhattan and Queens that can be rented for about $27 an hour. 
His regular customers include super-commuters, UPS drivers, a security guard who works two full-time jobs, and doctors who work at nearby hospitals. Nap York also gives half-off prices to essential workers such as police officers, firefighters and emergency medical service personnel.
"In this society, you really only have two place to sleep: you have your bed at home and you have a hotel room you can probably get for 100 bucks," Wong said. "There's really no third space that's quiet, that provides some privacy, where you can also rest."
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Do you eat a meal in 20 minutes or less? It might be time to slow down
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- You can have your cake and eat it too -- just do it slowly. 
Experts tend to focus on the kinds of foods you can eat to improve your health. But the speed at which you devour your dinner matters just as much. There are risks with eating too fast -- think stuck food and the potential to overeat before your brain tells you to stop. (Inhaling your food also risks annoying your slower-paced dining companions or the person who took the time to cook your meal.)
Here are some tips from scientists on how to slow down and take a more mindful approach to consuming your diet.
How fast is too fast?
If you're the kind of person who can regularly polish off breakfast, lunch or dinner in less than 20-30 minutes, you are eating too fast.
"It takes about 20 minutes for the stomach to communicate to the brain via a whole host of hormonal signals that it's full," said Leslie Heinberg, at the Center for Behavioral Health at the Cleveland Clinic. "So when people eat rapidly, they can miss these signals and it's very easy to eat beyond the point of fullness."

    
Why is that a problem?
People who eat quickly are likely to swallow more air, Heinberg said, which could lead to bloating or indigestion. Not chewing your food properly can also compromise digestion, meaning you won't get all of the nutrients from your food. Unchewed pieces of food also could get stuck in your esophagus.
Some previous studies have suggested that people who eat quickly have the highest risk of obesity, while the slowest eaters were the least likely to be obese. 

    
    
    
How can you slow down when eating?
For starters, turn off the TV and put down your phone. 
"If you're eating while you watch TV, people tend to eat until there's a commercial or the show is over," Heinberg said, adding that people are less inclined to pay attention to the body's own signals that it's full. "When we do things while we're eating, we're eating less mindfully. And that often causes us to eat more." 

    
She said that when people focus exclusively on eating, they tend to enjoy the meal more and eat less.
Heinberg also acknowledged the pace at which you eat is often an ingrained habit, but said change is still possible. She suggested things like using your non-dominant hand to eat, trying utensils you might not ordinarily use like chopsticks or taking a deliberate break to drink water when your plate is partially empty.
If you have a busy life, it might be unavoidable to eat lunch at a work meeting or snack while running errands. But Sarah Berry, chief scientist at the British nutritional company ZOE, said when possible, "be mindful of what the food tastes and feels like." 
"If we're not fully present, it's very easy to eat more quickly and not notice how much we've consumed," Berry said.

    
Chew your food, just like mom told you to
One of the simplest things to do is to increase the number of bites you take, said Helen McCarthy, a clinical psychologist with the British Psychological Society. 
"If you chew each mouthful a little bit longer, that will slow down your eating," she said. 
The kind of food you eat may also make a difference, pointing out that it's much easier to eat ultraprocessed or fast foods quicker, because they typically have a softer texture.
"It's hard to eat vegetables and protein at the same rate as something that's highly processed and requires less chewing," McCarthy said.
Some of her patients also reported an unintentional side effect once they began eating more slowly, referencing one woman who often ate a tube of potato chips every evening. When McCarthy told her to slow down and eat every single chip individually, her patient told her "it was like having a mouthful of claggy chemicals." 
"She didn't find (the chips) enjoyable anymore," McCarthy said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    'Why? Why? Why?' Ukraine's Mariupol descends into despair




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dead bodies are put into a mass grave on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, as people cannot bury their loved ones because of the heavy shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: People take cover from shelling inside an entryway to an apartment building in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, center, pushes a stretcher with a woman injured by shelling in a residential area at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers tend to women who gave birth in a basement of a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward and used as a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman and a civilian carry a wounded man who was injured by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A hospital window is cracked from shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Thursday, March 3, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Ukrainian emergency employees work at a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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            A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Medical workers hold newborn Alana close to her mother after a cesarean section at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. Alana's mother had to be evacuated from another maternity hospital that was bombed by Russian forces and lost some of her toes. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Russian army tanks move down a street on the outskirts of Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MSTYSLAV CHERNOV, EVGENIY MALOLETKA and LORI HINNANT

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MARIUPOL, Ukraine (AP) -- The bodies of the children all lie here, dumped into this narrow trench hastily dug into the frozen earth of Mariupol to the constant drumbeat of shelling. 
There's 18-month-old Kirill, whose shrapnel wound to the head proved too much for his little toddler's body. There's 16-year-old Iliya, whose legs were blown up in an explosion during a soccer game at a school field. There's the girl no older than 6  who wore the pajamas with cartoon unicorns, among the first of Mariupol's children to die from a Russian shell. 
They are stacked together with dozens of others in this mass grave on the outskirts of the city. A man covered in a bright blue tarp, weighed down by stones at the crumbling curb. A woman wrapped in a red and gold bedsheet, her legs neatly bound at the ankles with a scrap of white fabric. Workers toss the bodies in as fast as they can, because the less time they spend in the open, the better their own chances of survival.

    
"The only thing (I want) is for this to be finished," raged worker Volodymyr Bykovskyi, pulling crinkling black body bags from a truck. "Damn them all, those people who started this!" 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The children of medical workers warm themselves in a blanket as they wait for their relatives in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    An apartment building explodes after a Russian army tank fires in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A body lies covered by a tarp in the street in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
More bodies will come, from streets where they are everywhere and from the hospital basement where adults and children are laid out awaiting someone to pick them up. The youngest still has an umbilical stump attached. 

    
    
    
Each airstrike and shell that relentlessly pounds Mariupol -- about one a minute at times -- drives home the curse of a geography that has put the city squarely in the path of Russia's domination of Ukraine. This southern seaport of 430,000 has become a symbol of Russian President Vladimir Putin's drive to crush democratic Ukraine -- but also of a fierce resistance on the ground. 
In the nearly three weeks since Russia's war began, two Associated Press journalists have been the only international media present in Mariupol, chronicling its fall into chaos and despair. The city is now encircled by Russian soldiers, who are slowly squeezing the life out of it, one blast at a time.

    
Several  appeals for humanitarian corridors to evacuate civilians went unheeded, until Ukrainian officials said Wednesday that about 30,000 people had fled in convoys of cars. Airstrikes and shells have hit the maternity hospital, the fire department, homes, a church, a field outside a school. For the estimated hundreds of thousands who remain, there is quite simply nowhere to go. 
The surrounding roads are mined and the port blocked. Food is running out, and the Russians have stopped humanitarian attempts to bring it in. Electricity is mostly gone and water is sparse, with residents melting snow to drink. Some parents have even left their newborns at the hospital, perhaps hoping to give them a chance at life in the one place with decent electricity and water.
People burn scraps of furniture in makeshift grills to warm their hands in the freezing cold and cook what little food there still is. The grills themselves are built with the one thing in plentiful supply: bricks and shards of metal scattered in the streets from destroyed buildings. 

    
Death is everywhere. Local officials have tallied more than 2,500 deaths in the siege, but many bodies can't be counted because of the endless shelling. They have told families to leave their dead outside in the streets because it's too dangerous to hold funerals. 
Many of the deaths documented by the AP were of children and mothers, despite Russia's claims that civilians haven't been attacked.

    
    
    
"They have a clear order to hold Mariupol hostage, to mock it, to constantly bomb and shell it," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on March 10. 
Just weeks ago, Mariupol's future seemed much brighter. 
If geography drives a city's destiny, Mariupol was on the path to success, with its thriving iron and steel plants, a deep-water port and high global demand for both. Even the dark weeks of 2014, when the city nearly fell to Russia-backed separatists in vicious street battles, were fading into memory. 

    
    
    

    
And so the first few days of the invasion had a perverse familiarity for many residents. About 100,000 people left at that time while they still could, according to Serhiy Orlov, the deputy mayor. But most stayed put, figuring they could wait out whatever came next or eventually make their way west like so many others. 
"I felt more fear in 2014, I don't feel the same panic now," Anna Efimova said as she shopped for supplies at a market on Feb. 24. "There is no panic. There's nowhere to run, where can we run?" 
That same day, a Ukrainian military radar and airfield were among the first targets of Russian artillery. Shelling and airstrikes could and did come at any moment, and people spent most of their time in shelters. Life was hardly normal, but it was livable. 
By Feb. 27, that started to change, as an ambulance raced into a city hospital carrying a small motionless girl, not yet 6. Her brown hair was pulled back off her pale face with a rubber band, and her pajama pants were bloodied by Russian shelling. 

    
Her wounded father came with her, his head bandaged. Her mother stood outside the ambulance, weeping. 
As the doctors and nurses huddled around her, one gave her an injection. Another shocked her with a defibrillator. A doctor in blue scrubs, pumping oxygen into her, looked straight into the camera of an AP journalist allowed inside and cursed. 
"Show this to Putin," he stormed with expletive-laced fury. "The eyes of this child and crying doctors." 
They couldn't save her. Doctors covered the tiny body with her pink striped jacket and gently closed her eyes. She now rests in the mass grave. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Oleksandr Konovalov, an ambulance paramedic, performs CPR on a girl injured by shelling in a residential area as her dad sits, left, after arriving at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. The girl did not survive. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    The lifeless body of a girl killed during shelling at a residential area lies on a medical cart at the city hospital of Mariupol, eastern Ukraine, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The same geography that for so long worked in Mariupol's favor had turned against it. The city stands squarely between regions controlled by the Russia-backed separatists -- about 10 kilometers (six miles) to the east at the closest point -- and the Crimean Peninsula annexed by Russia in 2014. The capture of Mariupol would give the Russians a clear land corridor all the way through, controlling the Sea of Azov. 
As February ended, the siege began. Ignoring the danger, or restless, or perhaps just feeling invincible as teenagers do, a group of boys met up a few days later, on March 2, to play soccer on a pitch outside a school. 
A bomb exploded. The blast tore through Iliya's legs. 
The odds were against him, and increasingly against the city. The electricity went out yet again, as did most mobile networks. Without communications, medics had to guess which hospitals could still handle the wounded and which roads could still be navigated to reach them. 
Iliya couldn't be saved. His father, Serhii, dropped down, hugged his dead boy's head and wailed out his grief. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhii, father of teenager Iliya, cries on his son's lifeless body lying on a stretcher at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko, left, runs behind her boyfriend Fedor carrying her 18 month-old son Kirill who was fatally wounded in shelling, as they arrive at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers unsuccessfully try to save the life of Marina Yatsko's 18 month-old son Kirill, who was fatally wounded by shelling, at a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Marina Yatsko and her boyfriend Fedor comfort each other after her 18-month-old son Kirill was killed in shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 4, it was yet another child in the emergency room -- Kirill, the toddler struck in the head by shrapnel. His mother and stepfather bundled him in a blanket. They hoped for the best, and then endured the worst. 
"Why? Why? Why?" his sobbing mother, Marina Yatsko, asked in the hospital hallway, as medical workers looked on helplessly. She tenderly unwrapped the blanket around her lifeless child to kiss him and inhale his scent one last time, her dark hair falling over him. 
That was the day the darkness settled in for good -- a blackout in both power and knowledge. Ukrainian television and radio were cut, and car stereos became the only link to the outside world. They played Russian news, describing a world that couldn't be further from the reality in Mariupol.
As it sunk in that there was truly no escape, the mood of the city changed. It didn't take long for grocery store shelves to empty. Mariupol's residents cowered by night in underground shelters and emerged by day to grab what they could before scurrying underground again. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Serhiy Kralya, 41, looks at the camera after surgery at a hospital in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Kralya was injured during shelling by Russian forces. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Medical workers treat a man wounded by shelling in a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
On March 6, in the way of desperate people everywhere, they turned on each other. On one street lined with darkened stores, people smashed windows, pried open metal shutters, grabbed what they could. 
A man who had broken into a store found himself face to face with the furious shopkeeper, caught red-handed with a child's rubber ball. 
"You bastard, you stole that ball now. Put the ball back. Why did you even come here?" she demanded. Shame written on his face, he tossed the ball into a corner and fled. 
Nearby, a soldier emerged from another looted store, on the verge of tears. 
"People, please be united. ... This is your home. Why are you smashing windows, why are you stealing from your shops?" he pleaded, his voice breaking. 
Yet another attempt to negotiate an evacuation failed. A crowd formed at one of the roads leading away from the city, but a police officer blocked their path. 
"Everything is mined, the ways out of town are being shelled," he told them. "Trust me, I have family at home, and I am also worried about them. Unfortunately, the maximum security for all of us is to be inside the city, underground and in the shelters." 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People lie on the floor of a hospital during shelling by Russian forces in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 4, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Ukrainian serviceman guards his position in Mariupol, Ukraine, Saturday, March 12, 2022. (AP Photo/Mstyslav Chernov)]
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And that's where Goma Janna could be found that night, weeping beside an oil lamp that threw light but not enough heat to take the chill off the basement room. She wore a scarf and a cheery turquoise snowflake sweater as she roughly rubbed the tears from her face, one side at a time. Behind her, beyond the small halo of light, a small group of women and children crouched in the darkness, trembling at the explosions above. 
"I want my home, I want my job. I'm so sad about people and about the city, the children," she sobbed. 
This agony fits in with Putin's goals. The siege is a military tactic popularized in medieval times and designed to crush a population through starvation and violence, allowing an attacking force to spare its own soldiers the cost of entering a hostile city. Instead, civilians are the ones left to die, slowly and painfully. 
Putin has refined the tactic during his years in power, first in the Chechen city of Grozny in 2000 and then in the Syrian city of Aleppo in 2016. He reduced both to ruins.
"It epitomizes Russian warfare, what we see now in terms of the siege," said Mathieu Boulegue, a researcher for Chatham House's Russia program. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People settle in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman holds a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    People queue to receive hot food in a improvised bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Monday, March 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man plays with a baby in a bomb shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, Sunday, March 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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By March 9, the sound of Russian fighter jets in Mariupol was enough to send people screaming for cover -- anything to avoid the airstrikes they knew would follow, even if they didn't know where.
The jets rumbled across the sky, this time decimating the maternity hospital. They left a crater two stories deep in the courtyard. 
Rescuers rushed a pregnant woman through the rubble and light snow as she stroked her bloodied belly, face blanched and head lolling listlessly to the side. Her baby was dying inside her, and she knew it, medics said. 
"Kill me now!" she screamed, as they struggled to save her life at another hospital even closer to the front line. 
The baby was born dead. A half-hour later, the mother died too. The doctors had no time to learn either of their names.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Ukrainian emergency employees and volunteers carry an injured pregnant woman from a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. The baby was born dead. Half an hour later, the mother died too. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya walks down stairs in a maternity hospital damaged by shelling in Mariupol, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shelling. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mariana Vishegirskaya lies in a hospital bed after giving birth to her daughter Veronika, in Mariupol, Ukraine, Friday, March 11, 2022. Vishegirskaya survived the Russian airstrike on a children's and maternity hospital in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Another pregnant woman, Mariana Vishegirskaya, was waiting to give birth at the maternity hospital when the strike hit. Her brow and cheek bloodied, she clutched her belongings in a plastic bag and navigated the debris-strewn stairs in polka-dot pajamas. Outside the ruined hospital, she stared motionless with wide blue eyes at the crackling flames. 
Vishegirskaya delivered her child the next day to the sound of shellfire. Baby Veronika drew her first breath on March 10. 
The two women -- one dead and one a mother -- have since become the symbol of their blackened, burning hometown. Facing worldwide condemnation, Russian officials claimed that the maternity hospital had been taken over by far-right Ukrainian forces to use as a base and emptied of patients and nurses. 
In two tweets, the Russian Embassy in London posted side-by-side images of AP photos with the word "FAKE" over them in red text. They claimed that the maternity hospital had long been out of operation, and that Vishegirskaya was an actress playing a role. Twitter has since removed the tweets, saying they violated its rules. 

    
    
    
The AP reporters in Mariupol who documented the attack in video and photos saw nothing to indicate the hospital was used as anything other than a hospital. There is also nothing to suggest Vishegirskaya, a Ukrainian beauty blogger from Mariupol, was anything but a patient. Veronika's birth attests to the pregnancy that her mother carefully documented on Instagram, including one post in which she is wearing the polka-dot pajamas. 
Two days after Veronika was born, four Russian tanks emblazoned with the letter Z took up position near the hospital where she and her mother were recovering. An AP journalist was among a group of medical workers who came under sniper fire, with one hit in the hip. 
The windows rattled, and the hallways were lined with people with nowhere else to go. Anastasia Erashova wept and trembled as she held a sleeping child. Shelling had just killed her other child as well as her brother's child, and Erashova's scalp was encrusted with blood. 
"I don't know where to run to," she cried out, her anguish growing with every sob. "Who will bring back our children? Who?" 
By early this week, Russian forces had seized control of the building entirely, trapping medics and patients inside and using it as a base, according to a doctor there and local officials.
Orlov, the deputy mayor, predicted worse is soon to come. Most of the city remains trapped.

"Our defenders will defend to the last bullet," he said. "But people are dying without water and food, and I think in the next several days we will count hundreds and thousands of deaths."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]



        

        
        
            
                    Anastasia Erashova cries as she hugs her child in a corridor of a hospital in Mariupol, Ukraine on Friday, March 11, 2022. Anastasia's other child was killed during shelling in Mariupol. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Vasylisa Stepanenko contributed to this report, along with Andrew Meldrum in Cape Town, South Africa.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Ukraine crisis at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                    Climate

    Move over, green lawns. Drier, warmer climate boosts interest in low-water landscaping




                    

                

            
    
        

    

    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Prolonged drought in the western U.S. has challenged ideas about the "ideal" outdoor aesthetic. Xeriscaping -- which uses drought-tolerant plants and minimizes watering -- is gaining popularity. It cuts water, emissions and creates habitat for pollinators. (AP video: Brittany Peterson)
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            CALEIGH WELLS and BRITTANY PETERSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) -- When Lena Astilli first bought her home outside of Denver, she had no interest in matching the wall-to-wall green lawns that dominated her block. She wanted native plants -- the kind she remembered and loved as a child in New Mexico, that require far less water and have far more to offer insects and birds that are in decline.
"A monoculture of Kentucky bluegrass is not helping anybody," Astilli said. After checking several nurseries before finding one that had what she wanted, she has slowly been reintroducing those native plants to her yard.
Though Astilli was replacing grass just last month, it remains ubiquitous in American yards. It's a tradition that began more than two centuries ago with the landed gentry copying the landscaping of Europe's wealthy, and grass now dominates as the familiar planting outside everything from single-family homes to apartment complexes to office parks and retail malls.
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[image: Taylor Scott, founder of RVA Community Fridges, poses with one of her fridges on E. Main Street in Richmond on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025. (Taylor Scott/RVA Community Fridges via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Neighbors help neighbors with resources like clothing swaps, community fridges
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Hilda Baci attempts to cook the world's largest pot of Jollof Rice in Lagos, Nigeria, on Friday, Sept 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Nigerian chef breaks world record for cooking the largest jollof rice dish
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a competed kokedama displayed on a decorative plate on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Transform your houseplants into art with this Japanese gardening technique
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"In the absence of simple directions and guidance about what to do with their landscape, they default to lawn because it's easy," said Mark Richardson, executive director of the Ecological Landscape Alliance, a nonprofit that promotes sustainable landscaping.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Homeowner Lena Astilli cuts holes in a weed barrier atop her dead grass where native seedlings will be planted Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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Yet that grass is problematic in deserts and any place with limited water, such as the American West, where it won't do well without irrigation. As climate change makes the world hotter and triggers more extreme weather, including drought, thirsty expanses of groomed emerald are taxing freshwater supplies that are already under stress.

    
    
    
Enter xeriscaping -- landscaping aimed at vastly reducing the need for irrigation, including by using native or drought-tolerant plants. (A utility here, Denver Water, says it coined the term in 1981 by combining "landscape" with the Greek word "xeros," which means dry, to encourage reduced water use.)
Reasons to think about ripping up that lawn

    

The average U.S. family uses 320 gallons (1,211 liters) of water every day, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. Nearly a third of that is devoted to outdoor water use. It's even more for people with thirsty plants in dry places.

    
"Potable water is going to become harder and harder to come by," said Richardson. "Lawn reduction is a fantastic way to limit the use of water in the landscape."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person plants a native seedling in a crevice garden Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]



        

        
        
            
                    A person plants a native seedling in a crevice garden Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
His group isn't keen on grass even in areas like the Northeast or Midwest, where drought and water use aren't as problematic as in the West. Less lawn means fewer pesticides and fertilizers washing into rivers. More native plants mean more rest stops and nesting grounds for pollinators like birds, butterflies and bees, which have faced serious population declines in recent decades.
"We can bring nature back into our urban and suburban areas," said Haven Kiers, associate professor of landscape architecture at University of California-Davis. "Improving biodiversity, creating habitat is going to be a huge thing for the environment."
It's also better for the people using the yard, Kiers said.
"So many studies show that spending time in nature and gardening, all of this is really good for you," Kiers said. "When they're doing that, they're not talking about mowing the lawn."
Taking the first steps
Kiers says the only thing more intimidating than an expanse of lawn is an expanse of unplanted dirt. Her top recommendation: take it slowly. It also mitigates the cost, because she said paying someone to do it all at once can cost tens of thousands of dollars.

    
If you've got beds along the outside of the house, expand them. If you've got a path leading to the front door, put shrubs or flowers on either side of it. If you don't have shade, plant a tree, and if you've got a tree already, create a bed around it. All of these steps reduce the lawn space.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eryn Murphy carries native plants Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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There are also financial incentives and rebates in several states to make the transformation more affordable. Sometimes they're offered by a city, county, state, water agency or local conservation organizations, so searching for the programs available with the municipalities and companies near you is a good place to start. 
Looking for landscaping ideas? "If you want to see good examples of horticultural at its finest, visit a public garden," Richardson said. Kiers recommended finding a master gardener or a community garden volunteer, because they'll often provide expertise free of charge.
What's in Lena's yard?

Astilli, the Littleton homeowner, remade her backyard with native plants a few years ago -- goldenrod, sunflowers, rudbeckia, purple poppy mallow, Rocky Mountain bee plant and more. Some green lawn remains for her dog and child to romp.
Late this summer, she was getting her hands dirty converting the front yard to xeriscaping. With the help of Restorative Landscape Design and its owner, Eryn Murphy, Astilli was replacing grass with plants like bee balm, evening primrose, scarlet gilia, prairie dropseed and tall thimbleweed.

    
In a break from the work, Murphy reeled off a few of the different possible looks for low-water landscaping: a gravel garden with perennials, lush prairie, a crevice or rock garden with tiny plants growing in the stone features, a cactus garden.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Greg Gorskiy plants a crevice garden Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]
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"Really the sky is the limit in terms of your creativity and your aesthetic," she said. "It's just about using plants that are supposed to be here."
Murphy said an ever-drier West due to climate change will require people to "do something" as lawns become less and less viable.
"Water is going to keep getting more expensive, your lawn is going to stop looking good. You're going to have to open your eyes and say, what could I do that's different and better?"
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    National Academy of Sciences rebuffs Trump EPA's effort to undo regulations fighting climate change




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A home sits near the Gen. James Gavin Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant, April 14, 2025, in Point Pleasant, W.Va. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            A home sits near the Gen. James Gavin Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant, April 14, 2025, in Point Pleasant, W.Va. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bulldozer moves coal April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            A bulldozer moves coal April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Warrick Power Plant, a coal-powered generating station, operates April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            The Warrick Power Plant, a coal-powered generating station, operates April 8, 2025, in Newburgh, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)
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            MICHAEL PHILLIS and SETH BORENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Evidence that climate change harms public health is "beyond scientific dispute," the independent National Academy of Sciences said Wednesday in response to the Trump administration's efforts to revoke a landmark U.S. government finding to that effect that underpins key environmental regulations. 
The NAS, a non-governmental nonprofit set up to advise the government on science, said human activity is releasing greenhouse gases that are warming the planet, increasing extreme temperatures and changing the oceans, all dangerous developments for the health and welfare of the United States public. Evidence to that effect has only grown stronger since 2009, the group said.
In July, the Trump administration proposed revoking what's known as the 2009 "endangerment" finding, the concept that climate change is a threat. Overturning it could pave the way for cutting a range of rules that limit pollution from cars, power plants and other sources. 



    
        




    




"EPA's 2009 finding that the human-caused emissions of greenhouse gases threaten human health and welfare was accurate, has stood the test of time, and is now reinforced by even stronger evidence," the NAS said. Science that was uncertain or tentative in 2009 has now been resolved, it said, and new risks have been found, too.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bulldozer moves coal April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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The NAS was established in 1863 under President Abraham Lincoln and has played a significant public role in scientific policy for more than a century, including consulting on the Clean Air Act. 

    
    
    
"The importance of getting the science right weighed heavily on the committee's deliberations, given the potential significant implications of a changing climate and of the actions proposed to address it," NAS committee chair and former Princeton University President Shirley Tilghman wrote in the preface to Wednesday's report.
"Unlike earthquakes and volcanoes, over which we have no control, responding to the potential harm to human health and welfare from changes in the climate is actionable now," Tilghman wrote.

    
The Trump administration looks to undo more than a decade of regulations 
Under President Donald Trump, the Department of Energy has suggested that climate models used by scientists to predict warming have overreached, that long-term trends for disasters generally don't show much change and that climate has little impact on the economy. The DOE also said there are advantages to a world with more carbon, like increased plant growth.
On Wednesday, the National Academy had a series of scientists explain their findings in a webcast.
Addressing the administration's assertion that U.S. wildfires aren't more common recently than they were in the 1980s, the NAS provided evidence that climate change has worsened them. Earlier springs; longer, dry summers; and cumulative drought have lengthened the fire window and raised the probability of large, fast-spreading fires, especially in the West, the NAS report said.
And while Trump's Department of Energy attributes rising sea levels in part to sinking land and other factors, it relied on only a few tidal stations to inform its analysis, said NAS co-author Charles Driscoll, a Syracuse engineering professor.

    
Data from all the stations, plus from satellites, shows "very, very strong" evidence that the rise in sea levels is accelerating, Driscoll said.
In a statement, EPA said the endangerment finding was used by the Obama and Biden administrations to justify "trillions of dollars of greenhouse gas regulations" and that many of the "extremely pessimistic predictions and assumptions EPA relied upon have not materialized as expected."
The Trump administration's work has already been met by strong pushback from the scientific community, including dozens of experts who responded to a survey from The Associated Press. The vast majority of respondents were highly critical of science the administration put forward as it argued to revoke the endangerment finding. Many described it as filled with errors, bias and distortion.
Paul Higgins, an associate executive director of the American Meteorological Society, said the NAS's work is trustworthy in part because of the rigorous scientific process it uses. 
"The National Academy of Sciences is the premier scientific organization in the United States," said Paulina Jaramillo, a Carnegie Mellon University professor of engineering and public policy. "In contrast, the DOE report was authored by five scientists known to be climate skeptics."

    
A battle with mainstream science
Other mainstream groups have also criticized the administration's work. A group of 85 climate experts found it "full of errors, and not fit to inform policy making." Environmental groups are already challenging the administration's documents in court.

    
A White House spokesperson previously told The Associated Press that the Trump administration "is producing Gold Standard Science research driven by verifiable data" and that the endangerment finding had long been misused to justify expensive regulations "that have jeopardized our economic and national security." 
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The Trump administration maintains that while climate change is real, its future effects are unclear and likely weaker than projected by many mainstream scientists. The administration also contends that U.S. cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, which largely come from burning fuels like oil and coal, would mean little globally. 
The authors of the Department of Energy report said in August that any errors found in the work would be corrected and that the report is not meant to be a comprehensive review of climate science. They said the report was intended to focus on topics that have been "underreported or overlooked in media and political discussions."
The National Academy of Sciences said in its report released Wednesday that harm to Americans from climate change is real. People are exposed to more extreme heat, air pollution and extreme weather events, just to name a sampling of the threats, NAS said. And it said the science of climate change reveals the potential for a frightening future.
"The United States faces a future in which climate-induced harm continues to worsen and today's extremes become tomorrow's norms," the NAS said.
___
Associated Press writer Matthew Daly contributed.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    120 land and environmental defenders killed or disappeared in Latin America last year, report finds
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            STEVEN GRATTAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- At least 146 land and environmental defenders were killed or have gone missing around the world in 2024, with more than 80% of those cases in Latin America, according to a report released Wednesday by watchdog group Global Witness.
The London-based organization said the region once again ranked as the most dangerous for people protecting their homes, communities and natural resources, recording 120 of the total cases. Colombia remained the deadliest country, with 48 killings -- nearly a third of cases worldwide -- followed by Guatemala with 20 and Mexico with 18. 
The number of killings in Guatemala jumped fivefold from four in 2023, making it the country with the highest per capita rate of defender deaths in the world. Brazil registered 12 killings, while Honduras, Chile and Mexico each recorded one disappearance.

    
"There are many factors that contribute to the persistent high levels of violence in Latin American countries, particularly Colombia," Laura Furones, lead researcher of the report, told The Associated Press. "These countries are rich in natural resources and have vast areas of land under pressure for food and feed production. Conflict over the extraction of such resources and over the use of such land often leads to violence against defenders trying to uphold their rights."
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[image: Participants in the Indigenous youth assembly gather to vote on coordinator of the youth movement July 12, 2025, in the conflict-hit reserve of Las Delicias, in Cauca, Colombia. (AP Photo/Nadege Mazars)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In Colombia, Indigenous youth seek to protect land. They have to escape violence to do it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Patricia Elago Zetty, an Indigenous Guard, poses for a photo on July 16, 2025, in Caldono, Colombia. (AP Photo/Nadege Mazars)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Violent guerrillas are taking Colombia's children. Unarmed Indigenous groups are confronting them
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A child is gently splashed with water, a ritual meant to protect them, July, 19, 2025, in the Lopez Adentro reserve in Caloto, Colombia. (AP Photo/Nadege Mazars)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                After taking back land in Colombia, Indigenous prepare their youth to safeguard it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Since 2012, Global Witness has documented more than 2,250 killings and disappearances of land and environmental defenders worldwide. Nearly three-quarters occurred in Latin America, including close to 1,000 cases since 2018, when the region adopted the Escazu Agreement -- a treaty designed to protect environmental defenders. The pact requires governments to guarantee access to environmental information, ensure public participation in environmental decision-making and take timely measures to prevent and punish attacks against those who defend the environment.

    
    
    
"The Escazu Agreement provides a crucial tool for Latin America and the Caribbean," said Furones. "But some countries have still not ratified it, and others that have are proving slow to implement and resource it properly. Stopping violence against defenders will not happen overnight, but governments must ramp up their efforts toward full implementation."

    
Indigenous resistance
The report noted that Indigenous peoples bore a disproportionate share of the violence. They accounted for around one-third of all lethal attacks worldwide last year despite making up only about 6% of the global population. Ninety-four percent of all attacks on Indigenous defenders documented in the report occurred in Latin America. 
In Colombia's southwestern Cauca region, Indigenous youth are working to ensure they will not be the next generation of victims. Through community "semilleros," or seedbeds, children and teenagers train in environmental care, cultural traditions and territorial defense -- preparing to take on leadership roles in protecting land that has come under pressure from armed groups and extractive industries. 
"We are defenders because our lives and territories are under threat," said Yeing Anibal Secue, a 17-year-old Indigenous youth leader from Toribio, Cauca, who spoke to AP in July. 

    
These initiatives show how communities are organizing at the grassroots to resist violence, even as Colombia remains the deadliest country for defenders.
Small-scale farmers were also heavily targeted, making up 35% of the victims in the region. Most killings were tied to land disputes, and many were linked to industries such as mining, logging and agribusiness. Organized crime groups were suspected of being behind at least 42 cases, followed by private security forces and hired hitmen.

    
Colombia one of the worst hit
The Amazonian department of Putumayo in southern Colombia illustrates many of the risks faced by defenders. With its strategic location bridging the Andes and the Amazon, the region is rich in forests, rivers and cultural knowledge. But it also sits at the crossroads of armed conflict, extractive projects and illicit economies. Armed groups have long used the Putumayo River as a trafficking route toward Brazil and Ecuador, where weak controls make it easier to move cocaine, minerals and laundered money.
An environmental defender there, who asked to remain anonymous out of fear of reprisals, told AP this has created one of the most hostile climates in the country.
"Defending rights here means living under permanent threat," the source said. "We face pressure from illegal mining, oil projects tied to armed groups, deforestation and coca cultivation. Speaking out often makes you a military target."
Andrew Miller of the nonprofit Amazon Watch said transnational criminal networks involved in drug, gold and timber trafficking have become a major force behind threats -- and often deadly attacks -- against environmental defenders.
"The security situation for defenders across the Amazon is increasingly precarious," Miller said.

    
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    FDA takes aim at Hims & Hers, weight loss drugs in new advertising blitz




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Food and Drug Administration seal is seen at the Hubert Humphrey Building Auditorium in Washington, April 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For the first time, federal health officials are taking aim at telehealth companies promoting unofficial versions of prescription drugs -- including popular weight loss medications -- as part of the Trump administration's crackdown on pharmaceutical advertising.
The Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday posted more than 100 letters to various drugmakers and online prescribing companies, including Hims & Hers, which has built a multibillion-dollar business centered around lower-cost versions of blockbuster obesity injections.
The FDA warned the company to remove "false and misleading" promotional statements from its website, including language claiming that its customized products contain "the same active ingredient" as FDA-approved drugs Wegovy and Ozempic. The formulations cited by regulators are produced by specialty compounding pharmacies and aren't reviewed by the FDA.

    
"Your claims imply that your products are the same as an FDA-approved product when they are not," states the warning letter, dated Sept. 9.
Hims said Tuesday that it "looks forward to engaging with the FDA."



    
        




    




"Our website and our customer-facing materials note that compounded treatments are not approved or evaluated by the FDA," the company said in a statement.
It's the first FDA attempt to directly police online platforms like Hims, which have long argued they're not subject to traditional drug advertising rules.

    
    
    
The FDA also posted separate warning letters to manufacturers of the so-called GLP-1 drugs, taking issue with a 2024 infomercial featuring Oprah Winfrey. Regulators said the 42-minute TV segment from Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk gave a "misleading impression" about the safety of Zepbound, Wegovy and similar "drugs with multiple serious, potentially life-threatening risks."
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has long been a critic of the pharmaceutical industry, including GLP-1 drugs, and previously suggested Americans can reverse obesity with diet and exercise alone.

    
A memo signed by President Donald Trump last week directed Kennedy and the FDA to ensure that pharmaceutical ads on TV, social media and other websites are "truthful and non-misleading." 
The new FDA letters each contain "cease and desist" language. That's a different approach for the agency, which typically drafts its letters in highly bureaucratic language citing specific FDA regulations. 
Hims has been under scrutiny from Washington for some time.
Earlier this year, a Super Bowl ad from the company touted the benefits of its weight-loss medications but didn't list any of their side effects or potential harms. FDA rules require advertisements to present a balanced picture of drug risks and benefits.
Makary singled out the ad in last week's Journal of the American Medical Association, calling it a "brazen" example of how advertising is "contributing to America's culture of overreliance on pharmaceuticals for health."
Hims and similar companies initially sold cheap generic versions of drugs for hair loss, erectile dysfunction and other health issues. But booming demand for obesity medications opened the door to selling cheaper copies.

    
The FDA permits so-called compounding, or customized production, when there is a shortage of the official versions of FDA-approved medications.
FDA recently determined that GLP-1 drugs no longer met the criteria for a shortage. That should have ended the compounding, but there is an exception: The practice is still permitted when a prescription is customized for the patient.
Hims and other companies have taken to offering "personalized" dosages and formulations for certain patients, arguing they offer extra benefits.
Shares of San Francisco-based Hims & Hers Health Inc. fell more than 6.47% in trading Tuesday.
The letters posted Tuesday come from FDA's drug center.
A letter posted last week from FDA's vaccine division took issue with a TV ad for AstraZeneca's FluMist vaccine, saying the spot's "background music and visual distractions" detract from information about side effects. The letter was signed by FDA vaccine chief Dr. Vinay Prasad, an ally of Kennedy who recently returned to his job at the agency after briefly being forced to step aside.

    
Researchers and consumer advocates have long complained that the upbeat TV images of patients enjoying life with family and friends often overshadow discussions of side effects.
Additionally, studies have shown that patients exposed to drug ads are more likely to ask their doctors about the medication, even if they don't fit the prescribing criteria. The American Medical Association, the nation's largest physician group, came out in support of a ban in 2015, citing TV advertising's role in "inflating demand for new and more expensive drugs."
___
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    Fired CDC chief Susan Monarez warns senators that RFK Jr. is endangering public health
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            Former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Susan Monarez testified before senators on Wednesday that Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fired her after she refused to endorse forthcoming vaccine recommendations without reviewing scientific evidence to support the guidance.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Susan Monarez testifies before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing to examine reviewing recent events at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and implications for children's health on Capitol Hill, in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Susan Monarez testifies before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing on Capitol Hill, in Washington Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Debra Houry testifies before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing to examine reviewing recent events at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and implications for children's health on Capitol Hill, in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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            Debra Houry testifies before the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing to examine reviewing recent events at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and implications for children's health on Capitol Hill, in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. public health system is headed to a "very dangerous place" with Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and his team of anti-vaccine advisers in charge, fired Centers for Disease Control and Prevention chief Susan Monarez warned senators on Wednesday. 
Describing extraordinary turmoil inside the nation's health agencies, Monarez and former CDC Chief Medical Officer Chief Debra Houry said Kennedy, a longtime vaccine skeptic, and his political advisers repeatedly rebuffed data supporting the safety and efficacy of vaccines. 
Monarez's revelations to senators raised serious questions, even among some Republicans, about Kennedy's self-professed commitment to employ "gold-standard science" for developing public health guidance, including around the nation's vaccination schedule. Her testimony was given to the Senate's health committee just a day before a vaccine panel is set to consider major changes to the routine vaccinations recommended for the nation's children. 

    
Monarez, who was fired after 29 days into her tenure over vaccine policy disagreements with Kennedy, told senators that deadly infectious diseases like polio could be poised to make a devastating comeback if the health secretary and his team continue their public campaign against routine shots. 



    
        




    




"I believe preventable diseases will return, and I believe we will have our children harmed by things they don't need to be harmed by," Monarez said before the Senate health committee.

    
    
    
Despite her concerns, some Republicans continued to cast doubts on Wednesday about Monarez's account of her exchanges with Kennedy, firmly throwing their support behind the health secretary. A spokesperson for Kennedy did not provide a response to Monarez's testimony. In a post on X thanking a Republican senator for support during the hearing, Kennedy said "we will earn back Americans' trust and refocus the CDC on its core mission."

    
Data and scientists removed from the conversation about vaccines, Monarez said
Monarez said Kennedy told her she would need to quit the job if she refused to sign off on the new vaccine recommendations that are expected to be released later this week by the CDC's advisory vaccine panel, which Kennedy has stocked with some medical professionals who are vaccine skeptics. She said that when she asked for data or science to back up Kennedy's request to change the childhood vaccination schedule, he offered none. 
She added that Kennedy told her "he spoke to the president every day about changing the childhood vaccination schedule."
Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy, a physician who chairs the powerful health committee, listened intently as Monarez and Houry described conversations with Kennedy and his advisers.
"To be clear, he said there was not science or data, but he still expected you to change the schedule?" Cassidy asked. 
Monarez also claimed that Kennedy prohibited her from speaking to the CDC's career staff -- many of them scientists and researchers -- and instructed her not to speak directly with U.S. senators. Monarez reached out to Cassidy's office after Kennedy fired her, a move that Republican Sen. Ashley Moody faintly criticized on Wednesday. 

    
"It is entirely appropriate for someone with oversight concerns to contact my office, or me, or frankly any of us," Cassidy said. 
Cassidy, who is up for reelection next year, carefully praised President Donald Trump for his commitment to promoting health policies but made it clear he was concerned about the circumstances surrounding Monarez's removal. 
Houry, meanwhile, described similar exchanges with Kennedy's political staff, who she said took an unprecedented role in preparing materials for meetings of the CDC's advisory vaccine panel. 
Houry said that she asked a political adviser about providing data around the hepatitis B vaccine for the CDC's advisory panel to look at. The panel is expected to consider on Thursday whether newborns should receive hepatitis B shots. The shot is given to newborns to prevent the spread of the deadly disease from the mother. 
Kennedy's political adviser, however, dismissed the data as biased because it might support keeping the shots on the schedule, Houry alleged. 
"You're suggesting that they wanted to move away from the birth dose, but they were afraid that your data would say that they should retain it?" Cassidy asked.

    
Loyal Republicans raise doubts about Monarez's account
Democrats, all of whom opposed Monarez's nomination, questioned Kennedy's motives for firing his supposed handpicked director after she was unanimously approved by Republicans mere weeks ago.
"Frankly, she stood up for protecting the well-being of the American people, and for that reason she was fired," said Sen. Bernie Sanders, an independent from Vermont who caucuses with Democrats. 
Monarez said it was both her refusal to sign off on new vaccination recommendations without scientific evidence and her unwillingness to remove high-ranking career CDC officials without cause that led to her ousting. 

    
Kennedy has denied Monarez's accusations that he ordered "rubber-stamped" vaccine recommendations from her office but has acknowledged he demanded firings. He has described Monarez as admitting to him that she is "untrustworthy" in a meeting, a claim Monarez has denied through her attorney.
Several Senate Republicans continued to sow doubts about Monarez's reliability. Their critiques of Monarez were shared on social media accounts belonging to Kennedy and the official U.S. Health and Human Services agency. 
At one point, Sen. Markwayne Mullin, an Oklahoma Republican and close ally of Kennedy, told the committee that Monarez's final meeting with the health secretary was recorded. Claiming that she inaccurately recounted the details of her conversation with Kennedy, Mullin reminded Monarez of the "recorded meeting" and pressed her again on whether Monarez told Kennedy she was "untrustworthy."
Mullin later said outside of the hearing that he was "mistaken" about the existence of the recording.
"If HHS has a recording, I ask them to release the recording," Cassidy said. 
Several Republicans questioned Monarez's loyalty to Kennedy, with GOP Sen. Tommy Tuberville of Alabama noting that Trump was elected to make changes. 
"America needs better than this," Tuberville said.
Monarez said she is 'nervous' about upcoming vaccine panel meeting
The CDC's advisory vaccine panel begins its two-day session in Atlanta on Thursday to discuss shots against COVID-19 and hepatitis B as well as the combination MMR/chickenpox vaccine. It's unclear how the panel might vote on the recommendations, though members have raised doubts about whether hepatitis B shots administered to newborns are necessary and have suggested COVID-19 recommendations should be more restricted. 

The CDC director must endorse those recommendations before they become official. Health and Human Services Deputy Secretary Jim O'Neill, now serving as the CDC's acting director, will be responsible for that. 
"I'm very nervous about it," Monarez said of the meeting. 
----
Associated Press writers Matt Brown in Washington and Meg Kinnard in Chapin, South Carolina, contributed to this report.
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    FDA proposes ban on Orange B, a food dye not used for decades
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                                        Federal regulators are proposing to remove another artificial dye from the U.S. food supply -- Orange B, a synthetic color that hasn't been used in the U.S. for decades. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said Wednesday that it would seek to repeal the regulation allowing use of the dye approved in 1966 to color sausage casings and frankfurters. No batches of the dye have been certified, or asked to be used, since 1978, FDA officials said. 
"Its use has been abandoned by industry," the agency said in a statement. "The color additive regulation is outdated and unnecessary."
But consumer advocates who have called for tougher FDA regulation of food dyes and other additives for decades have suggested it was an empty gesture. 
"It says they are currently willing to take mandatory steps only where it has no impact," said Sarah Sorscher, who directs regulatory affairs for the Center for Science in the Public Interest, an advocacy group. 

    
The move follows the FDA's decision in January to ban Red No. 3 because of potential cancer risk. That dye has been used far more widely in candies, snack foods and medicines.



    
        




    




The Orange B proposal is separate from a successful push by the Trump administration this year to pressure top food manufacturers to voluntarily remove artificial food dyes from products ranging from cereals and yogurt to sodas. After a brief public comment period, it would take effect within 45 days. 

    
    
    
U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and FDA Commissioner Marty Makary have pledged to remove petroleum-based dyes from U.S. foods, citing concerns about children's health. 
Mixed studies have indicated that exposure to food dyes can cause behavioral problems in some children, including hyperactivity and attention issues. However, the FDA has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "the totality of scientific evidence shows that most children have no adverse effects when consuming foods containing color additives."

    
Recently, the FDA included six food dyes widely used in the U.S. -- Green No. 3, Red No. 40, Yellow No. 5, Yellow No. 6, Blue No. 1 and Blue No. 2 -- on a list of chemicals under agency review. Another approved dye, Citrus Red No. 2, is rarely used and found in small amounts in the skin of some citrus products.

___ The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Kennedy's advisory panel is expected to vote on hepatitis B and MMRV vaccines
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            Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s new vaccine advisory committee is set to meet for a two-day session. The focus is on vaccines for COVID-19, hepatitis B, and chickenpox. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s new vaccine advisory committee will vote Thursday on new guidance for shots against hepatitis B and chickenpox, raising worries among public health experts that the votes and discussions will create unwarranted vaccine concerns among parents. 
The panel's vote may also influence insurance coverage and a government program that pays for vaccines for low-income families, experts warned. And on Friday, the panel will discuss shots against COVID-19. 
Kennedy, a leading antivaccine activist before becoming the nation's top health official, has made or proposed numerous changes to the nation's vaccine system, including firing the entire 17-member panel earlier this year and replacing it with a group that includes several anti-vaccine voices.
The morning's discussion focused on a combination vaccine called MMRV, which protects against measles, mumps, rubella and chickenpox, which is also known as varicella. 

    
The advisers planned to vote on a proposal recommending the shot not be given to children younger than 4 because of rare instances of feverish seizures associated with the first dose that is currently given to kids between ages 1 and 2.



    
        




    




On Thursday, committee member Dr. Cody Meissner said such seizures may be "a very frightening experience" for families, but medical experts agree they're not linked to brain function or school problems.

    
    
    
The panel last dealt with the issue in 2009, when it said either the combination shot or separate MMR and varicella shots were acceptable for the first dose, but that separate doses were generally preferred. Today, 85% of kids receive separate doses for the first round, according to information presented at the meeting.
Some doctors and public health experts say they are not aware of any new safety data that would explain the revisiting of those vaccination recommendations -- and, in fact, many of the studies discussed Thursday were more than a decade old. 

    
Dr. Richard Haupt, a vice president at Merck, which makes the MMRV vaccine ProQuad, said it's been evaluated through clinical trials and post-approval studies, and the slight increase in feverish seizures after first dose led to current CDC recommendations. Combination vaccines improve completion and on-time vaccination at a time when the nation is seeing a troubling decline in vaccination coverage, he said.
"Considering these trends, any policy decision that compromises the clarity or consistency of vaccination guidance ... has the potential to further diminish public confidence," he told the committee. 
Dr. Mysheika Roberts, health department director in Columbus, Ohio, said one of the benefits of the combined vaccine is it limits the number of shots a child gets, which is useful in certain populations of patients, such as newly arrived immigrants who need lots of vaccines at the same time.
But she also acknowledged concerns about feverish seizures among children under age 4 and said, "maybe the guidance needs to be tweaked a little bit on that."

    
The panel, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, makes recommendations to the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on how already-approved vaccines should be used. CDC directors have almost always accepted those recommendations, which are widely heeded by doctors and guide vaccination programs.
In his opening remarks, committee Chairman Martin Kulldorff defended the group against critics who say it leans toward anti-vaccine views.
"The members of this ACIP Committee are committed to reassuring the public and restoring public confidence by removing unnecessary risks and harms whenever possible. That is a pro-vaccine agenda," Kulldorff said.
He later added: "We welcome scientific critique of any of our votes, as there are gray areas due to incomplete scientific knowledge."
The panel is currently discussing a vaccine against the liver disease hepatitis B.
Information on the meeting agenda suggests the committee may be poised to roll back -- at least partly -- a longstanding recommendation that virtually all U.S. children get an initial dose of hepatitis B vaccine right after birth.

    
The American Academy of Pediatrics and many public health officials support that decades-old practice.
Roberts said rates of the liver disease among children have dropped tremendously since it was put into place.
"I don't understand the rationale of why we would stop providing that vaccine and that guidance to babies when we've seen such great progress in that area," said Roberts, who was scheduled to join the vaccine panel but was dismissed by Kennedy. "If it's not broken, why change it?"
Doctors' groups and public health organizations have voiced alarm about Kennedy and his new panel. Concern intensified in May, when Kennedy announced he was removing COVID-19 shots from the CDC's recommendations for healthy children and pregnant women. The move was heavily criticized by doctors' groups and public health organizations, and prompted a lawsuit by the American Academy of Pediatrics and other groups.

    
The committee is scheduled to make COVID-19 vaccine recommendations on Friday.
The AAP and some others groups have issued their own vaccination recommendations, which disagree with recommendations put out by federal officials this year.
In recent weeks, several states have announced policies to help residents maintain access to vaccines, in some cases signing orders that ensure COVID-19 vaccinations at pharmacies without individual prescriptions. Wisconsin this week joined a list of more than a dozen to take steps, when Gov. Tony Evers signed an executive order for state health officials to follow the guidance of national physician organizations. 
___
Ungar reported from Louisville, Kentucky.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US ice cream makers say they'll stop using artificial dyes by 2028
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                                        Ice cream makers representing about 90% of the U.S. supply of the frozen treat have pledged to remove artificial dyes from their products in less than three years, federal health officials said Monday. 
The move is the latest voluntary effort by food manufacturers to heed calls from the Trump administration to remove synthetic dyes over concerns about potential health effects. In recent weeks, companies including Nestle, Kraft Heinz and General Mills said they would pull artificial colors from their foods, too.
"This is a Renaissance moment for health in America," U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary said at a news conference. 
About 40 makers of ice cream and frozen dairy desserts said they would remove seven petroleum-based dyes from their products by 2028, according to Michael Dykes, president of the International Dairy Foods Association. The colors are Red 3, Red 40, Green 3, Blue 1, Blue 2, Yellow 5 and Yellow 6. The trade group wouldn't identify the firms, although Turkey Hill Dairy chief executive Andy Jacobs joined the gathering. 

    
The national focus on artificial food dyes is "a good step to take," but officials should not ignore larger known contributors to chronic disease, including the added sugars and saturated fat commonly found in ice cream, said Deanna Hoelscher, a University of Texas nutrition expert. 



    
        




    




"Just taking out or changing the food dye source is not necessarily going to make it a healthy option," she said. "It still is a food that should be consumed in moderation."

    
    
    
However, Makary also hinted that new federal dietary guidelines, expected later this year, would challenge established links between saturated fat and heart disease, ending what he called "a 70-year demonization of natural saturated fat." 
The average American eats about 4 gallons of ice cream a year, the IDFA said. 
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies showing that they may cause some neurobehavioral problems, such as hyperactivity and attention problems, in some children. The Food and Drug Administration has maintained that approved dyes are safe and that "most children have no adverse effects" when consuming foods made with them. 

    
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has criticized the dyes and pressured manufacturers to remove them from foods. In their place, manufacturers should use dyes made from fruit juices, plant extracts and other sources, federal officials said. 
The FDA has approved new natural color additives in recent months, including a new blue color made from the fruit of the gardenia announced Monday. Gardenia (genipin) blue is approved for use in sports drinks, candies and certain other products, the agency said. 
Makary also sent a letter to food manufacturers on Monday that "encourages" them to speed up removal of the dye known as Red 3, which was banned in January. Food makers have until 2027 to remove the dye, which was found to cause cancer in laboratory rats, but not humans. 

    
Some food companies have said they will stop using artificial dyes, but relying on voluntary action rather than regulatory requirements won't guarantee compliance, said Thomas Galligan, a scientist with the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a consumer advocacy group. 
"Talk is cheap," Galligan said. "It's easy for companies to make promises to look like they're being compliant and generate goodwill among consumers and the Trump administration, but it remains to be seen if they will actually follow through."
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Kennedy's vaccine committee plans to vote on COVID-19, hepatitis B and chickenpox shots
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            2 of 3 | 
            Dr. Robert Malone listens during a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices at the CDC, June 25, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s new vaccine advisory committee meets this week, with votes expected on whether to change recommendations on shots against COVID-19, hepatitis B and chickenpox.
The exact questions to be voted on Thursday and Friday in Atlanta are unclear. Officials at the Department of Health and Human Services did not immediately respond to questions seeking details to a newly posted agenda, although the department announced five additional appointments to the committee Monday.
Some public health experts are worried that the votes will -- at a minimum -- raise unwarranted new questions about vaccines in the minds of parents.
Perhaps even more consequential would be a vote that restricts a government program from paying for vaccines for low-income families.
"I'm tightening my seat belt," said Dr. William Schaffner, a Vanderbilt University vaccines expert.

    
The panel, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, makes recommendations to the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on how already-approved vaccines should be used. CDC directors have almost always accepted those recommendations, which are widely heeded by doctors and guide vaccination programs.



    
        




    




Kennedy, a leading antivaccine activist before becoming the nation's top health official, fired the entire 17-member panel earlier this year and replaced it with a group that includes several anti-vaccine voices. 
Here's a look at the three vaccines being discussed:

    
    
    
COVID-19
Before Kennedy was health secretary, ACIP would typically vote in June to reaffirm recommendations for shots against respiratory viruses that sicken millions of Americans each fall and winter. 
This past June, Kennedy's ACIP voted to recommend flu shots for Americans but was silent on COVID-19 shots.
Before that meeting, Kennedy announced he was removing COVID-19 shots from the CDC's recommendations for healthy children and pregnant women. The move was heavily criticized by doctors' groups and public health organizations, and prompted a lawsuit by the American Academy of Pediatrics and other groups.

    
Days after Kennedy's announcement, CDC officials said families could still get the 2024-2025 version of COVID-19 shots for their kids in consultation with their doctors. That clarification meant shots would still be covered by the federal government's Vaccines For Children program, which pays for shots for families who lack money or adequate health insurance coverage. It's now responsible for roughly half of childhood vaccinations in the U.S. each year.
As with flu shots, however, there are new COVID-19 formulations each fall, to account for changes in which strains are circulating. The committee has not yet voted on whether to recommend this season's COVID-19 shots or whether those shots should be covered by the VFC program.
Further complicating the picture: When the FDA last month licensed this fall's COVID-19 shots, the agency took the unusual step of narrowing their use for healthy younger adults and children.

    
If the ACIP simply follows that, and if there is no additional clarifying language from the CDC, then "that would take away access for roughly half of America's kids," said Dr. Sean O'Leary of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
The pediatricians group urges that vaccinations continue for all children ages 6 months to 2 years.
Hepatitis B
Hepatitis B can cause serious liver infections. In adults, the virus is spread through sex or through sharing needles during use injection-drug use. 
But the virus also can be passed to a baby from an infected mother, and as many as 90% of infected infants go on to have chronic infections.
A hepatitis B vaccine was first licensed in the U.S. in 1981. In 2005, the ACIP recommended a dose within 24 hours of birth for all medically stable infants who weigh at least 4.4 pounds (2 kilograms).
Infant vaccinations are stressed for women who have hepatitis B or, crucially, who have not been tested for it. The infant shots are 85% to 95% effective in preventing chronic hepatitis B infections, studies have shown.

    
Newborn hepatitis B vaccinations are considered a success, and no recent peer-reviewed research shows any safety problem with giving kids the shots on their first day of life, Schaffner said.
But Kennedy's ACIP members suggested in June they wanted to revisit the guidance. 
Schaffner noted that health officials used to rely on screening mothers before birth but that many cases were missed.
"There were lots of failures," he said. "And so there were continuing transmissions from mother to child." 
MMRV
Chickenpox was once a common childhood annoyance, causing an itchy skin rash and fever. 
But the highly contagious virus can also lead to complications such as skin infections, swelling of the brain and pneumonia. Severe cases are more common among teens and adults who get it for the first time. The virus -- called varicella -- also can reactivate later in life and cause the painful illness called shingles.

    
The government first recommended that all children get a chickenpox vaccine in 1995, leading to a dramatic drop in cases and deaths. 
In 2005, a combination MMRV shot -- measles, mumps, rubella and varicella -- was licensed. The CDC initially recommended that doctors and parents use the combo shot over separate MMR and varicella injections.
But within a few years, studies showed children who got the combo shot more often developed a rash, fever and -- in rare instances -- seizures after vaccination compared with children who got separate shots. 
In 2009, the ACIP changed its recommendation, removing the preferential language and saying either the combination shot or separate shots were acceptable for the first dose.
Today, most pediatricians suggest separate doses for the first shot, but give the combined shot for the second dose, pediatrics experts say.
Again, there's no new evidence about harms from MMRV shots, said O'Leary, of AAP. 
Why revisit it now? 
"This version of the ACIP is an orchestrated effort to sow distrust in vaccines," O'Leary said.
HHS announces new committee members
Meanwhile, HHS officials on Monday announced five new committee members -- bringing the roster to 12.
The new members are:
-- Hillary Blackburn, a pharmacist and podcaster who HHS officials said is director of medication access and affordability for AscensionRx.
-- Dr. Evelyn Griffin, an obstetrician and gynecologist based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
-- Dr. Kirk Milhoan, a pediatric cardiologist who with his wife operates a medical missionary organization called For Hearts and Souls. He appeared at a 2024 congressional hearing at which he said an increase in cardiovascular disease in older teens and young adults should be attributed to vaccines.
-- Dr. Raymond Pollak, a transplant specialist based in Skokie, Illinois.
-- Catherine Stein, a Case Western Reserve University disease researcher. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she worked with an Ohio anti-vaccine group and argued that case counts were inaccurate and that the coronavirus was not as dangerous as health officials portrayed.
___
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    Social media has us in its grip and won't let go. The Charlie Kirk killing is a case study
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            Charlie Kirk's mastery of social media was key to him becoming a force in conservative politics. Social media has become the town square for increasingly strident debate and the forum for which conservatives have sought to punish people they feel aren't offering Kirk the proper respect.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American flags and flowers are displayed at a memorial for Charlie Kirk at Utah Valley University, Monday, Sept. 15, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Jesse Bedayn)]
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            American flags and flowers are displayed at a memorial for Charlie Kirk at Utah Valley University, Monday, Sept. 15, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (AP Photo/Jesse Bedayn)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos from 2017 to 2022 shows the logos of Facebook, YouTube, TikTok and Snapchat on mobile devices. (AP Photo, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            This combination of photos from 2017 to 2022 shows the logos of Facebook, YouTube, TikTok and Snapchat on mobile devices. (AP Photo, File)
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            Volunteers from Maitry Nepal clean police station which was vandalized during anti-corruption protests sparked by a short-lived social media ban in Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Niranjan Shrestha)
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                                        Charlie Kirk's mastery of social media was key to his rise as an influence in conservative politics. So the extent to which his death and its aftermath have played out on those forums shouldn't come as a surprise.
In a microcosm of life today, social media is where Americans have gone to process last week's killing in Utah and is the chief tool his supporters are using to police those they feel aren't offering proper respect. Investigators are probing the time the man accused of killing Kirk, Tyler Robinson, spent in the "dark corners of the internet" -- anti-social media, if you will -- leading up to when he allegedly pulled the trigger.
On the other side of the world, as the Kirk story preoccupied Americans, Nepal reeled from a spasm of violence that erupted when the government tried to ban social media platforms.
All of this is forcing a closer look at the technologies that have changed our lives, how they control what we see and understand through algorithms, and the way all the time we spend on them affects our view of the world.

    
    
    
Cox emerges as a powerful spokesman against social media
Utah's governor, Republican Spencer Cox, believes "cancer" isn't a strong enough word to describe social media. "The most powerful companies in the history of the world have figured out how to hack our brains, get us addicted to outrage ... and get us to hate each other," Cox said Sunday on NBC's "Meet the Press."
Democratic Sen. Brian Schatz of Hawaii, urged Americans via social media to "pull yourself together, read a book, get some exercise, have a whiskey, walk the dog or make some pasta or go fishing or just do anything other than let this algo pickle your brain and ruin your soul."
Chilling videos of Kirk's Sept. 10 assassination immediately overwhelmed sites like X, TikTok and YouTube, and companies are still working to contain their spread. Confrontational material and conspiracy theories are pushed into social media feeds because they do precisely what they're designed to do -- keep people on the platforms for longer periods of time.

    
"I do think we're in a moment here," said Laura Edelson, a Northeastern University professor and expert on social media algorithms. "Our country is being digitally mediated. Where we interact with other people, how we interact with broader society, that is more and more happening over feed algorithms. This is the most recent in a long line of ways that society has been changed by media technology."
Divisive content and the proliferation of the video of Kirk's death may not have been the goal but are the direct result of decisions made to maximize profits and cut back on content moderation, Edelson said.
"I don't think there are people twirling their mustaches saying how great it is that we've divided society, except the Russian troll farms and, more and more, the Chinese troll farms," she said.
X owner Elon Musk posted on his site this past week that while discourse can become negative, "it's still good there is a discussion going." President Donald Trump, who created his own social platform, was asked about Cox's comments Tuesday before leaving for a trip to the United Kingdom. He said that while social media can create "deep, dark holes that are cancerous," it wasn't all bad.

    
"Well, it's not a cancer in all respects," he told reporters. "In some respects, it is great."
Conservative media star Ben Shapiro, who considered Kirk a friend, admired how Kirk was willing to go to different places and talk to people who disagreed with him, a practice all too rare in the social media era.
"How social media works is a disaster area, fully a disaster area," Shapiro said in an interview with Bari Weiss on a Free Press podcast. "There's no question it's making the world a worse place -- and that's not a call for censorship."
How people act on social media is a bipartisan problem, said Shapiro. The most pervasive one is people who use the third-person plural -- "they" are doing something to "us," he said. That's been the case when many people discuss Kirk's death, although the shooter's motives haven't become clear and there's no evidence his actions are anything other than his own.

    
Collecting inflammatory posts from both sides
The liberal MeidasTouch media company has collected inflammatory social posts by conservatives, particularly those who suggest they're at "war." Meanwhile, several conservatives have combed social media for posts they consider negative toward Kirk, in some cases seeking to get people fired. The Libs of TikTok site urged that a Washington state school district be defunded because it refused to lower flags to half staff.
GOP Rep. Randy Fine of Florida asked people to point out negative Kirk posts from anyone who works in government, at a place that receives public funding or is licensed by the government -- a teacher or lawyer, for instance. "These monsters want a fight?" he wrote on X. "Congratulations, they got one."

    
A Washington Post columnist, Karen Attiah, wrote Monday that she was fired for a series of Bluesky posts that expressed little sympathy for Kirk. But she wrote on Substack that "not performing over-the-top grief for white men who espouse violence was not the same as endorsing violence against them." A Post spokeswoman declined to comment.
So much of what people use to talk about politics -- algorithmically driven social media sites and cable television -- is designed to pull Americans apart, said James Talarico, a Democratic state lawmaker in Texas who recently announced a bid for the U.S. Senate. "We've got to find our way back to each other because that's the only way we can continue this American experiment," he said on MSNBC.
Among the most persistent examples of those divisions are the lies and misinformation about elections that have spread for years through online social channels. They have undermined faith in one of the country's bedrock institutions and contributed to the rage that led Trump supporters to violently storm the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
Whether meaningful change is possible remains an open question. Nepal's unrest illustrated the dangers of government involvement: Social media sites were shut down and users protested, suggesting it had been a way to stop criticism of the government. Police opened fire at one demonstration, killing 19 people.
Persuading social media sites to change their algorithms is also an uphill battle. They live off attention and people spending as much time as possible on them. Unless advertisers flee for fear of being associated with violent posts, there's little incentive for them to change, said Jasmine Enberg, a social media analyst at Emarketer.
Young people in particular are becoming aware of the dangers of spending too much time on social media, she said.
But turn their phones off? "The reality of the situation," Enberg said, "is that there's a limit to how much they can limit their behavior."
___

Associated Press writers Barbara Ortutay in San Francisco, Darlene Superville in Washington and Ali Swenson in New York and contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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                    Technology

    Google's top AI scientist says 'learning how to learn' will be next generation's most needed skill




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's artificial intelligence research company DeepMind, right, and Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis discuss the future of AI, ethics and democracy during an event at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, in Athens, Greece, Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, left, and Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's artificial intelligence research company DeepMind discuss the future of AI, ethics and democracy during an event at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, in Athens, Greece, Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, center, and Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's artificial intelligence research company DeepMind, right, discuss the future of AI, ethics and democracy as the moderator Linda Rottenberg, Co-founder & CEO of Endeavor looks on during an event at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus in Athens, Greece, Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's artificial intelligence research company DeepMind, bottom right, and Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, bottom center, discuss the future of AI, ethics and democracy during an event at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, under Acropolis ancient hill, in Athens, Greece, Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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            Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's artificial intelligence research company DeepMind, bottom right, and Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, bottom center, discuss the future of AI, ethics and democracy during an event at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus, under Acropolis ancient hill, in Athens, Greece, Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            DEREK GATOPOULOS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- A top Google scientist and 2024 Nobel laureate said Friday that the most important skill for the next generation will be "learning how to learn" to keep pace with change as Artificial Intelligence transforms education and the workplace.
Speaking at an ancient Roman theater at the foot of the Acropolis in Athens, Demis Hassabis, CEO of Google's DeepMind, said rapid technological change demands a new approach to learning and skill development.
"It's very hard to predict the future, like 10 years from now, in normal cases. It's even harder today, given how fast AI is changing, even week by week," Hassabis told the audience. "The only thing you can say for certain is that huge change is coming."
The neuroscientist and former chess prodigy said artificial general intelligence -- a futuristic vision of machines that are as broadly smart as humans or at least can do many things as well as people can -- could arrive within a decade. This, he said, will bring dramatic advances and a possible future of "radical abundance" despite acknowledged risks.

    
Hassabis emphasized the need for "meta-skills," such as understanding how to learn and optimizing one's approach to new subjects, alongside traditional disciplines like math, science and humanities.


"One thing we'll know for sure is you're going to have to continually learn ... throughout your career," he said.

    
    
    
The DeepMind co-founder, who established the London-based research lab in 2010 before Google acquired it four years later, shared the 2024 Nobel Prize in chemistry for developing AI systems that accurately predict protein folding -- a breakthrough for medicine and drug discovery.
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis joined Hassabis at the Athens event after discussing ways to expand AI use in government services. Mitsotakis warned that the continued growth of huge tech companies could create great global financial inequality.

    
"Unless people actually see benefits, personal benefits, to this (AI) revolution, they will tend to become very skeptical," he said. "And if they see ... obscene wealth being created within very few companies, this is a recipe for significant social unrest."

Mitsotakis thanked Hassabis, whose father is Greek Cypriot, for rescheduling the presentation to avoid conflicting with the European basketball championship semifinal between Greece and Turkey. Greece later lost the game 94-68.
____
Kelvin Chan in London contributed to this story. 
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    What to know about TikTok, its algorithm, and the US-China deal to keep it running
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            President Donald Trump said Tuesday his administration and China have "reached a deal" on TikTok over the ownership of the popular social video platform that would keep it running in the United States.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., March 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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            The TikTok Inc. building is seen in Culver City, Calif., March 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        A central question to TikTok's potential shutdown saga has been whether the popular social video platform would keep its algorithm -- the secret sauce that powers its addictive video feed -- after it's divested from Chinese parent company ByteDance. 
Now, it appears that it can. Wang Jingtao, deputy director of China's Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, told reporters in Madrid Monday there was consensus on authorization of "the use of intellectual property rights such as (TikTok's) algorithm" -- a main sticking point in the deal.
The sides also agreed on entrusting a partner with handling U.S. user data and content security, he said. But while China has agreed that a divested TikTok could use its algorithm, it's uncertain how that would work.
What

    
 is the deal? 
Little is known about the actual deal in the works, including what companies are involved and whether the United States would have a stake in TikTok. Li Chenggang, China's international trade representative, said the two sides have reached "basic framework consensus" to properly solve TikTok-related issues in a cooperative way, reduce investment barriers and promote related economic and trade cooperation. The sides now have until Dec. 16 to hash out the details, following the latest deadline extension by the Trump administration.
U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a press conference this week after the latest round of trade talks between the world's top two economies concluded in Madrid that U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping would speak Friday to possibly finalize the deal. He said the objective of the deal would be to switch to American ownership.



    
        




    




He did not disclose the terms of the deal, saying that it is between two private parties, but added that "the commercial terms have been agreed upon."

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Oracle Corp. has been floated as a likely buyer for the platform. Representatives for the company did not immediately respond to a message for comment on Monday and Tuesday. 

    
    
    
In Madrid, U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer said the team was "very focused on TikTok and making sure that it was a deal that is fair for the Chinese," but also "completely respects U.S. national security concerns."
The sides also agreed on entrusting a partner with handling U.S. user data and content security, he said.

    
What about the algorithm? 
At arguments in the Supreme Court in January, a lawyer for TikTok and its Chinese parent company ByteDance Ltd. told the justices how difficult it would be to consummate a deal that complies with the TikTok law, especially since Chinese law restricts the sale of the proprietary algorithm that has made the social media platform wildly successful.
American officials have previously warned the algorithm that fuels what users see on the app is vulnerable to manipulation by Chinese authorities, who can use it to shape content on the platform in a way that's difficult to detect.
TikTok has said that the U.S. never presented evidence that China has attempted to manipulate content on its U.S. platform
The House Select Committee on China says any deal between Beijing and Washington must comply with a law requiring TikTok to be divested from its Chinese ownership or face a ban in the U.S.

    
"It wouldn't be in compliance if the algorithm is Chinese. There can't be any shared algorithm with ByteDance," said a committee spokesperson. 
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, the committee's ranking Democrat, said he wants information on the ownership structure.
"Underpinning all of our concerns is the Chinese Communist Party's access to American data," he said. The social media platform needs user data to determine what to show users, and Krishnamoorthi said he would be open to discussions if the app is protected from Beijing's infiltration.

    
Extensions continue
Though he has no clear legal basis to do so, Trump has continued to extend the deadline for TikTok to avoid a ban in the U.S. The latest extension came Tuesday, a day before the last deadline was set to expire.
This gives his administration more time to broker a deal to bring the social media platform under American ownership. 
It is not clear how many times Trump can keep extending the ban as the government continues to try to negotiate a deal for TikTok, which is owned by China's ByteDance. While there is no clear legal basis for the extensions, so far, there have been no legal challenges against the administration. Trump has amassed more than 15 million followers on TikTok since he joined last year, and he has credited the trendsetting platform with helping him gain traction among young voters. He said in January that he has a "warm spot for TikTok."
TikTok did not immediately respond to a message for comment on Tuesday.

    
How do Americans view TikTok?
For now, TikTok continues to function for its 170 million users in the U.S. Tech giants Apple, Google and Oracle were persuaded to continue to offer and support the app, on the promise that Trump's Justice Department would not use the law to seek potentially steep fines against them.
Americans are even more closely divided on what to do about TikTok than they were two years ago.
A recent Pew Research Center survey found that about one-third of Americans said they supported a TikTok ban, down from 50% in March 2023. Roughly one-third said they would oppose a ban, and a similar percentage said they weren't sure.

Among those who said they supported banning the social media platform, about 8 in 10 cited concerns over users' data security being at risk as a major factor in their decision, according to the report.
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    North Dakota newspaper columnist whose Olive Garden review went viral dies at 99




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Marilyn Hagerty samples a Lays potato chip during an interview with The Associated Press, on March 14, 2012, in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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            Marilyn Hagerty samples a Lays potato chip during an interview with The Associated Press, on March 14, 2012, in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 14, 2012 file photo, Marilyn Hagerty samples a Lays potato chip during an interview with The Associated Press in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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            In this March 14, 2012 file photo, Marilyn Hagerty samples a Lays potato chip during an interview with The Associated Press in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- Marilyn Hagerty, a North Dakota newspaper columnist whose earnest review of her local Olive Garden restaurant became a social media sensation, died Tuesday. She was 99.
Hagerty died at a hospital in Grand Forks from complications related to a stroke, according to her daughter Gail Hagerty. She remembered her mother as a journalist at heart who was more interested in giving readers an honest assessment of what to expect from a restaurant than in being critical.
Her 2012 Olive Garden piece was "unique and authentic, coming from a grandmother in North Dakota," Gail Hagerty said.
In the review, she famously wrote in praise of the chain's chicken Alfredo as "warm and comforting on a cold day." 
"As I ate, I noticed the vases and planters with permanent flower displays on the ledges," she wrote. "There are several dining areas with arched doorways. And there is a fireplace that adds warmth to the decor." 

    
It spread on social media and drew national media attention to Hagerty.
"She was everywhere and she loved it and it was a wonderful experience, although she had to ask my brother what does it mean if you go viral. She didn't know that," Gail Hagerty said. "She used to say that if you were going to have 15 minutes of fame and if you were 86, you had to do it soon. You couldn't wait."


The media attention even drew in famed chef and TV host Anthony Bourdain, who defended Hagerty on Twitter from those who ridiculed her embrace of the Olive Garden chain's food. He met with her and went on to publish a book of her columns, also writing its foreword.

    
    
    
In a 2014 interview conducted by oral historian Teri Finneman, Hagerty said the response to her review was unbelievable, including countless emails and phone calls as well as TV interviews and a tour of New York City.
"But most of all, it was people feeling in defense and people praising me for the way I write the Eatbeat. And -- I wrote that Eatbeat column so fast one day that I never expected it to be repeated all over the country, but that's what happened," she said in the interview.

    
Hagerty was born May 30, 1926, in Pierre, South Dakota. Her newspaper career began while she was in high school, when she assisted the editor of the Pierre Capital Journal and wrote city briefs, according to her oral history.
She earned a journalism degree from the University of South Dakota, of which she was quite proud, her daughter said. She added that Hagerty was a journalist at heart who took the effort to get to know people and the community and was actively writing for more than 70 years. 

Hagerty was beloved in Grand Forks due to her long career and community involvement, and in 2002 a lift station was dedicated and named in her honor. Hagerty arrived at the ceremony on a restaurant owner's motorcycle, her daughter said. 
"I'm going to leave some flowers there this evening," Gail Hagerty said.
Hagerty was writing at least occasionally for the Grand Forks Herald until last year.
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    Transform your houseplants into art with this Japanese gardening technique




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows the supplies needed to make a kokedama, sheet moss, peat moss and potting mix (left to right) laid out on a plate on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows the supplies needed to make a kokedama, sheet moss, peat moss and potting mix (left to right) laid out on a plate on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a competed kokedama displayed on a decorative plate on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a competed kokedama displayed on a decorative plate on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a spider plant "pup" held in place on one half of a split mud ball for use in making a kokedama on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows a spider plant "pup" held in place on one half of a split mud ball for use in making a kokedama on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows the process of wrapping the mud-encased roots of a small spider plant with sheet moss when making a kokedama on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows the process of wrapping the mud-encased roots of a small spider plant with sheet moss when making a kokedama on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows sheet moss soaking in a warm water bath on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            This Dec. 1, 2019, image provided by Jessica Damiano shows sheet moss soaking in a warm water bath on Long Island, N.Y. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The third week of September is National Houseplant Week, a nod to the fact that we're turning our attention to indoor plants. It's a great time to explore a practice called kokedama and have a little fun making a special addition to our collections. 
The Japanese method of growing plants in a living planter made of a moss-covered ball of soil, is a simple, DIY project that elevates common houseplants into works of art. They make great gifts, too.
Because roots growing in exposed soil dry out more quickly than potted ones, plants with low-water needs are ideal for kokedama. I make mine with spider plant "pups," but you might also consider pothos or philodendron for low-light areas, or succulents for brighter spots.
What you'll need

    

2 large bowls
Peat moss
Bonsai soil (or ordinary potting mix that contains peat moss and perlite)
Water
Preserved moss sheets (available at craft stores)
Scissors
Waxed thread or fishing line
A small plant
Directions

Start by placing a sheet of preserved moss into a bowl. Add warm water to cover it.
Take your plant out of its pot and gently remove excess soil from its roots. Set it aside.
Make your potting mix in the second bowl by combining 7 parts peat moss with 3 parts soil. Slowly and gradually add water to the mixture, combining it with your hands until you can form a firm ball large enough to contain your plant's roots. Pack the ball tightly as if making a snowball. Toss it gently into the air and catch it; if it doesn't break apart, you've achieved the right consistency.
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[image: Taylor Scott, founder of RVA Community Fridges, poses with one of her fridges on E. Main Street in Richmond on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025. (Taylor Scott/RVA Community Fridges via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Neighbors help neighbors with resources like clothing swaps, community fridges
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eryn Murphy carries native plants Thursday, Aug. 28, 2025, in Littleton, Colo. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Move over, green lawns. Drier, warmer climate boosts interest in low-water landscaping
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chef Hilda Baci attempts to cook the world's largest pot of Jollof Rice in Lagos, Nigeria, on Friday, Sept 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Nigerian chef breaks world record for cooking the largest jollof rice dish
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Cut or split the ball in half, then place one half on either side of your plant's roots, molding it back into a ball.

    
    
    
Next, remove the sheet of preserved moss from its water bath and place it face down on your work surface. Place your plant, right-side up, on the sheet, and wrap the sheet around the plant's mud ball-encased roots. Use scissors to trim off any excess moss.

    
Secure the moss by wrapping waxed thread or fishing line around the ball in all directions, then tie it into place. Avoid using cotton or jute twine, as they will wear out over time.
Water your kokedama immediately by soaking the ball in a bowl of water for 15 minutes, or until it is fully saturated. Squeeze it gently, then place it in a colander in the sink until the water stops draining.
Feel the weight of the soaked ball, and when it feels light by comparison, water the plant again in the same fashion. Depending on the type of plant and the humidity in your home, you may need to water it anywhere from twice a week to once a month.
Caring for the plant

    

Display your kokedama on a decorative plate or suspend it from a plant hook (tie three lengths of waxed thread or fishing line to the string on three sides of the ball, then tie them together at the top to make a hanger). Grouping several kokedama plants together on a tray makes for an interesting centerpiece. Use your imagination!
To prevent kokedamas from drying out in arid climates or during winter when indoor heating is in use, consider running a humidifier nearby or placing them in a bathroom where daily showers provide humidity.
Prune the plant by up to half its size every spring to prevent it from outgrowing its kokedama, which would stress and ultimately kill it. It is possible to replant it into a larger ball, but only once, as a kokedama won't be able to support larger roots.
Fertilize only once a year, in spring, by adding a quarter teaspoon of soluble organic fertilizer to the bowl when watering.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    Lawsuits accuse former California megachurch pastor of child sex abuse in Bucharest




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An exterior of Harvest Christian Fellowship church is seen on April, 5, 2020, in Riverside, Calif. (Cindy Yamanaka/The Orange County Register via AP)]
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            DEEPA BHARATH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A former Riverside megachurch pastor has been accused of sexually abusing and trafficking children for years at a shelter he ran in Bucharest, according to lawsuits filed by two Romanian men in U.S. District Court in California.
The complaints, filed Tuesday by 33-year-old Marian Barbu and 40-year-old Mihai-Constantin Petcu, said former Harvest Christian Fellowship pastor and missionary Paul Havsgaard severely abused them and dozens of other children at the shelter over eight years. The lawsuits also name the church's founder and senior pastor, Greg Laurie, a well-known evangelist and author, as well as other senior church leaders, saying they failed to prevent abuse.
The lawsuits accuse Havsgaard of luring struggling street kids with fast food and the promise of shelter and education. The men are "hurt, angry and still suffering from PTSD and social difficulties," said Jef McAllister, a London-based lawyer with the law firm representing Barbu and Petcu. 

    
The Associated Press generally does not name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly, as Barbu and Petcu have done. 



    
        




    




The church provided no contact for Havsgaard, and The Associated Press was unable to reach him through emails and phone numbers found via online searches. Harvest Christian Fellowship said in a statement that the allegations in the lawsuit were shocking but that Havsgaard should be the target, not the church or its famed founding pastor.

    
    
    
"This misplaced lawsuit wrongly targets Harvest Riverside and our pastor as a form of financial extortion," the statement said. "It does not seek the truth nor does it seek to stop the purported wrongdoer."
The complaints allege negligence on the church's part, accusing Laurie and other senior church leaders of failing to supervise Havsgaard despite repeated red flags and reports from donors, visitors and others that they suspected sexual abuse and saw poor living conditions at the shelter. 

    
The lawsuit said Laurie not only kept Havsgaard in Romania with minimal oversight, but that the church also deposited $17,000 each month to Havsgaard's personal bank account. Havsgaard also returned to California, bringing some of the children he was accused of abusing, to raise money for Harvest citing his work rehabilitating street children in Romania, the lawsuit said. 
The church said it did fund Havsgaard's initiative for "a period of time," as they have supported numerous missionaries around the world, but "most of what is in the lawsuits about our church is absolutely and entirely false; some of it is plainly slanderous."
The church said it has tried to engage with the plaintiffs and reported their allegations to law enforcement, but the men and their lawyer have refused to cooperate with U.S. authorities. 
Barbu said in his complaint that life at the shelter was like "a torture chamber inside a prison" and that Havsgaard would show up regularly in the bathroom while boys were showering or undressed, stare at them or masturbate in their presence. Both plaintiffs have also accused Havsgaard of "pimping out" older boys for sex work via video chat or at bathhouses and taking a cut of their earnings.

    
The complaints detail sexual assault, inappropriate touching and abuse where children were made to kneel on walnut shells or were tied to their beds or radiators. According to the lawsuit, Havsgaard told the children while abusing them: "I know what God wants; what I want, God wants."
McAllister said that in the coming weeks he expects to file lawsuits involving at least 20 others who say they were abused at the shelter.
"Some of them are still illiterate even though they lived in these homes where they were supposed to get an education," he said. "They have issues with trust. They look after each other."
Most of them are living in poverty and are looking for financial help and vindication, McAllister said.
"They've had a hard slog," he said. "They would really like to get some sense that they've been heard and that the injustices they've suffered are recognized."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    For some Dobson kids, focusing on the family led to estrangement




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dr. James Dobson, founder and chairman of Focus on the Family, right, speaks as his wife Shirley Dobson, left, looks on during a "Yes on 8" prayer event held at Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego, Nov. 1, 2008. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, file)]
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            KATHRYN POST

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        (RNS) -- Growing up as a child of a Focus on the Family executive in the 1990s, Amber Cantorna-Wylde belonged to a seemingly idyllic family at the epicenter of American evangelicalism.
Her household was infused with the teachings of Focus on the Family founder James Dobson, who endorsed strong marriages, clear family hierarchy and strict discipline for children as antidotes to rising divorce rates, second-wave feminism and the sexual revolution. At age 13, Cantorna-Wylde was surrounded by family and friends as her father placed a silver purity ring on her finger, symbolizing her commitment to virginity until marriage.
"There was an expectation that was put on us, because of who my father was and the reputation that we had in the community, that we were supposed to behave a certain way," said Cantorna-Wylde, whose father, Dave Arnold, was the executive producer of the smash hit children's Christian radio program "Adventures in Odyssey."

    
But Cantorna-Wylde, now 40, claims it was Dobson's teachings on family that tore her own apart. After she came out as gay, her parents stopped speaking with her -- a decision she says resulted from Dobson-approved parenting advice.



    
        




    




___
This content is written and produced by Religion News Service and distributed by The Associated Press. RNS and AP partner on some religion news content. RNS is solely responsible for this story.

    
    
    
___
When Dobson died last month at age 89, Cantorna-Wylde was one of hundreds of evangelicals raised with Dobson's precepts who took to social media to question his legacy. Many of these former "Focus on the Family kids" say their families were ruptured by parents who closely followed Dobson's teaching. For them, the parenting methods that promised stability instead fragmented the very relationships they were intended to uplift.
A University of Southern California child psychologist, Dobson burst onto the parenting advice scene in 1970 with the publication of "Dare to Discipline." An answer to the popular Dr. Benjamin Spock, whom Dobson called too permissive, "Dare to Discipline" framed parent-child interactions as a power struggle and instructed parents to discipline children decisively and early. Dobson argued that physical discipline as young as 15 months would stave off teenage rebellion and the threat to the American family posed by the upheavals of the 1960s.

    
"Dobson was able to meet the moment in terms of speaking to people's fears and panic, and offering this voice of moral clarity," said scholar Kelsey Kramer McGinnis, who co-authored the forthcoming book "The Myth of Good Christian Parenting" with Marissa Burt.
In 1977, Dobson founded Focus on the Family and began to dole out advice via more books, as well as magazines and radio, reaching millions of readers and listeners. His 1978 book "The Strong-Willed Child" offered corporal punishment to quell a child's defiant behavior without breaking their spirit. Over two decades, Dobson extended his authority to politics, pushing his views opposing abortion and LGBTQ+ rights. "He had an unparalleled political, ministerial access to families within white American evangelicalism," said Burt.

    
In practice, many parents implemented his advice selectively. McGinnis said her evangelical parents read Dobson's books but didn't take them as license to be authoritarian. For others, Dobson's teachings were a tempering force, providing guardrails for corporal punishment. "My father took to heart Dobson's lessons that as the male head of the household, he had the responsibility to lead the family with love and compassion," Messiah College history professor John Fea wrote in a 2024 Atlantic article. "Such an approach to family life was countercultural to the working-class, patriarchal, immigrant culture in which he was raised."
But in some Dobson families, children were expected to suppress their individuality and comply immediately with their parents' wishes in moments of conflict, often under threat of physical force. "My job was to make things smoother for them," said Lauren Smallcomb, 38, who was raised in a Roman Catholic and, later, evangelical family in upstate New York.

    
One of three siblings, Smallcomb played the part of her family's "golden child," she said. "I traded my emotional needs and my needs for authenticity so that I could be accepted and loved by my parents."
Dobson laid the groundwork for more extreme takes on Christian parenting. When she was in her early teens, Cait West's family, already following Dobson, began taking cues from Vision Forum founder Doug Phillips. West, author of the 2024 memoir "Rift," became a stay-at-home daughter who wasn't permitted to go to college and whose father controlled who she would marry. "James Dobson laid out the foundation for what I would consider the radicalization of my family," West told RNS.

    
Child development experts and numerousmedical organizations have condemned Dobson's championing of corporal punishment. Therapist Krispin Mayfield, who, with his partner D.L. Mayfield, co-created the multimedia "Strongwilled" project examining religious authoritarian parenting, told RNS that when kids learn that pushing against parents results in physical pain, that lesson often continues into adulthood.
"To push against your parents, to disobey them, to have to set boundaries, to practice your own autonomy is associated with being physically hurt," said Mayfield. "Staying safe is 'don't push back, don't disagree, don't disobey.' Compliance keeps you safe." Families that have enforced unquestioned compliance as a child's default response may as a result lack the tools to navigate these divides.
Smallcomb, whose forthcoming book "Golden Child" details her story of estrangement, first questioned her parents' Dobson-influenced methods when she became a parent herself. "I began to realize that compliance wasn't everything, and wasn't even really the goal," said Smallcomb. By 2020, Smallcomb was also questioning her family's beliefs on race and the role of Christianity in politics, disagreements that she said exposed her parents' ongoing expectations of obedience.
"It was everything to do with my parents' parenting style, because they were unwilling to evolve and do the necessary pivots that our relationship required for them to parent me well," said Smallcomb of her family's estrangement.
Twenty-seven percent of Americans are estranged from a relative , according to a 2019 study at Cornell University. Psychotherapist Karl Melvin, who specializes in dealing with family estrangement, challenged the narrative that choosing estrangement is selfish -- he told RNS that estrangement is a "long, torturous process" with its own slew of negative consequences.
Estrangement can also take many forms. Some families have limited, rather than no, contact; for others, it's temporary. Dawn Burns, a writer and professor at Michigan State University, grew up in a Dobson home. Disagreements over parenting approaches and, later, over Burns' female partner, led to periods of distance and estrangement between Burns and their parents. But over the past few years, Burns has been returning for occasional visits.
"On my end, I go back being fully myself -- I don't hide my marriage to my wife, Bex ... or my queerness," said Burns. "I also don't place a demand on (my parents) that they accept my narrative and reject theirs -- that never works and is fruitless and binary and all the things I fight against these days."
Parents, too, are deeply impacted by estrangement. Many who raised kids via Dobson's methods feel surprised or betrayed when their children limit contact; not only were they promised strong families, but because their kids acted compliant for years, they never realized there was a lack of authentic connection.
"It betrayed the entire family," said Burt. "Certainly, children had the brunt of it. But in many situations, parents were both victims and victimizers."
Today, Focus on the Family, responding to apparent demand, is offering advice for parents estranged from their adult kids. Focus on the Family President Jim Daly has said one of the "top calls" the organization's counseling team receives is from parents of adult children grappling with estrangement. "We hear often about feelings of resentment, sadness, anger, grief between the parents and their children," Daly said in a 2021 broadcast series called "Healing Parent and Adult Child Relationships."
In 2022, Focus on the Family launched a series of articles and videos emphasizing the importance of listening to adult children without judgment, honoring their boundaries and taking the lead on reconciliation. Estrangement, the series argues, is rarely the responsibility of only one party. Focus on the Family contributor and Christian psychologist John Townsend says adult children can be too hesitant to forgive, and that parents often mistakenly extend controlling parenting tactics into a child's teen years.
"What I would love to hear being taught is that estrangement in and of itself is not the problem, it's the fruitless outcome of a rotting tree beneath it that attempts to coercively shape children in families to become exactly like their parents in beliefs, values and actions," said Smallcomb.

"Without fully honoring your child's authenticity and individuation, adult children will continue to find their own way to embrace their autonomy and agency, and estrangement will be a natural by-product."
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    Pope Leo talks Trump, sex abuse scandals, LGBTQ+ welcome and China in his first interview
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV said in his first interview as history's first American pope that he has no intention of getting involved in U.S. politics but will raise his voice on issues of concern to the Catholic Church, including on immigration.
Leo spoke on a range of topics -- from the Trump administration to the clergy sexual abuse crisis, welcoming LGBTQ+ Catholics and Vatican-China relations -- in the interview, published Thursday. It was conducted by Vatican correspondent Elise Ann Allen of the news site Crux for a biography of Leo that was published Thursday in Peru, where Leo was bishop for many years.
Here are some highlights:



    
        




    




Welcoming the LGBTQ+ community
Leo embraced Pope Francis' message for LGBTQ+ Catholics that "todos, todos, todos" are welcome in the Catholic Church but said that he found "it highly unlikely" the church's core doctrine about sexuality would change anytime soon.
The Catholic Church teaches that homosexual people must be treated with dignity and respect, but that homosexual activity is "intrinsically disordered." It opposes same-sex marriage, saying marriage is a union between a man and woman.
"I think we have to change attitudes before we even think about changing what the church says about any given question," he said.

    
    * Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Earlier this month, the Vatican hosted a Holy Year pilgrimage that included several LGBTQ+ Catholic groups. On Thursday, traditionalist Catholic groups announced a petition asking Leo to "confirm and reaffirm the perennial teaching of the church" on sexuality "in the face of the brazen offensive of those who demand the moral legitimization of homosexual relationships and unions."

    
Ties with China
Leo said he didn't foresee any short-term changes in the Vatican's controversial 2018 agreement with Beijing over bishop nominations. 
The Vatican under Pope Francis had inked the accord hoping it would help unite China's estimated 12 million Catholics, long divided between those belonging to an official, state-sanctioned church and an underground church loyal to Rome.
"I in no way pretend to be wiser or more experienced than all those who have come before me," Leo said, adding he was studying the issue and speaking with Chinese people "on both sides" about it. 
The Vatican has defended the 2018 accord against criticism that Francis sold out the underground faithful, who endured decades of persecution by the Beijing authorities. The Vatican has said the deal was necessary to prevent an even worse schism in the Chinese church after China named bishops without the pope's consent.
Sex abuse scandals
Leo said the sex abuse crisis is "a real crisis" that has not yet been solved, and that the church still hasn't found a way to help victims heal. But he also said the rights of priests must be respected.
"Statistics show that well over 90% of people who come forward and make accusations, they are authentically victims. They are telling the truth. They are not making this up," he said. "But there have also been proven cases of some kind of false accusation. There have been priests whose lives have been destroyed because of that."

    
The pope also said the scandal "cannot become the center focus of the church."
Leo was instrumental in helping victims of an abusive Peruvian group find justice but he has been accused by a U.S. victim advocacy group of not doing enough to help other Peruvian victims.
Trump and US politics
Leo said he recognized the influence of the United States on world affairs and mentioned migration as one of the issue important to the Catholic Church.
He recalled a letter Francis sent to U.S. bishops earlier this year rebuking the Trump administration's plans for mass deportations of migrants. The letter took direct aim at Vice President JD Vance's defense of the deportation program on theological grounds.
Leo praised Francis' initiative and said U.S. bishops showed "courage" in confronting the administration, expressing hopes they would continue to take the lead on such issues.
"One of the last conversations I had with the vice president of the United States - I have not had direct conversations with or have not met the president - I talked about human dignity and how important that is for all people, wherever you're born, and hopefully to find ways to respect human beings and the way we treat them in the policies and choices we make," Leo said.

    
Leo made clear he is not a Trump supporter, adding that he and his brother Luis Prevost, a self-described "MAGA-type," who has met the U.S. president are in "different places."
"The United States is a power player on the world level, we have to recognize that, and sometimes decisions are made more based on economics than on human dignity and human support, but (we have to) continue to challenge and to raise some questions and to see the best way to do that," Leo said.
Women's voices
Leo vowed to continue appointing women to leadership positions in the church, but tamped down any hopes of ordaining women as deacons or as priests. He pointed to an ongoing study by the Vatican's doctrine office on the issue.
"I at the moment don't have an intention of changing the teaching of the church on the topic," he said. "I am certainly willing to continue to listen to people."

    
Vatican finances
Leo inherited a longstanding financial crunch at the Vatican, which has been running a 50 million to 60 million euro ($57 million to $68 million) structural deficit, a 1 billion euro ($1.14 billion) pension fund shortfall and declining donations.
The crisis hit hardest during the pandemic when the Holy See's main source of revenue, the Vatican Museums, closed down. 
But things are improving and "it is not the crisis that people have been led to believe," Leo said.
"I'm not saying we can relax," he said. "I don't think the crisis is over, I think we have to continue to work on this, but I'm not losing sleep over it, and I think that it's important that we communicate a different message."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Hombre demanda a Bad Bunny por uso de su casa en video y conciertos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Bad Bunny actua durante su primer concierto de una residencia de 30 fechas en el Coliseo de Puerto Rico Jose Miguel Agrelot, en San Juan, Puerto Rico, el 11 de julio de 2025. (AP Foto/Alejandro Granadillo/Archivo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Bad Bunny actua durante su primer concierto de una residencia de 30 fechas en el Coliseo de Puerto Rico Jose Miguel Agrelot, en San Juan, Puerto Rico, el 11 de julio de 2025. (AP Foto/Alejandro Granadillo/Archivo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            POR 
            DANICA COTO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SAN JUAN (AP) -- Un hombre de 84 anos cuya casa en el sureste de Puerto Rico sirvio de inspiracion para la casa que se convirtio en un simbolo durante la residencia de Bad Bunny de mediados de ano demando al cantante el miercoles.
Roman Carrasco Delgado, un viudo desempleado, pide al menos 1 millon de dolares por danos y angustia emocional. La demanda alega que "gran cantidad de personas" visita su hogar diariamente en la ciudad costera de Humacao para tomar fotos y videos, arrebatandole su privacidad.
"La Casita ha sido objeto de decenas y/o cientos de publicaciones en redes sociales y de venta de productos con la imagen de su propiedad, de las cuales este no recibe ningun beneficio en general", afirma la demanda. "Por el contrario, Don Roman es objeto de comentarios e insinuaciones malintencionadas que no ocurrian previo a la publicacion del video mencionado".

    
    
    
Un lugar de encuentro para los famosos
La casa de color salmon con detalles amarillos y una terraza fue presentada en el cortometraje de Bad Bunny que lanzo su album "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" en enero. Tambien sirvio como modelo para una casa de tamano real apodada "La Casita" que se presento en los 30 conciertos del cantante, donde celebridades y musicos que van desde LeBron James y Penelope Cruz hasta Residente y Belinda se reunieron y cantaron junto a la estrella del rap.
"No existe duda de que La Casita ha sido el escenario principal de los conciertos de Bad Bunny, en donde se han presentado una gran cantidad de artistas de calibre mundial", afirma la demanda.
La demanda tambien acusa a Bad Bunny y a tres empresas --Rimas Entertainment LLC; Move Concerts PR INC; y A1 Productions, LLC-- de enriquecimiento ilicito.
Los representantes de Bad Bunny no han respondido hasta el momento a un mensaje en busca de comentarios.

    
Una casa construida a mano
Carrasco dijo a The Associated Press por telefono que se le ocurrio el diseno de la casa despues de que su esposa dijera que queria regresar a su ciudad natal de Humacao. Nunca habia construido una casa, pero recibio ayuda de su padre y su hermano, ambos carpinteros.
La vi en la mente... y el hermano mio empezo a hacer garabatos", relato.
La casa tiene tres dormitorios, dos banos y un amplio porche.
"Una casa que no tenga balcon no creo que sea factible", dijo, agregando que es el lugar perfecto para visitar con amigos y decirles: "Jala una silla y sientate, y vamos a hablar aqui".
Carrasco indico que una terraza es mas comoda si hace calor, y hay una hamaca colgando cerca.
Les tomo a el y a su familia alrededor de cuatro o cinco anos construirla.
"Fue bloque a bloque. Eso coge tiempo", comento.
Cuando se le pregunto si fue una sorpresa para su esposa, se rio: "Ella era la ayudante".

    
Contratos impugnados y una firma
La demanda senala que Carrasco autorizo a un prospector usar la casa en el video, "aunque no tenia conocimiento detallado de la forma y manera que se utilizaria la Casita".
Tambien alega que Carrasco nunca recibio una propuesta formal o informal del prospector ni detalles sobre el video.
La demanda afirma que Carrasco no sabe leer ni escribir, pero es capaz de firmar su nombre, y acuso a los responsables de pedirle que firmara una pantalla blanca en un telefono celular.
"Dichos funcionarios transfirieron digitalmente, y de manera fraudulenta, la referida firma a dos contratos distintos. De inicio, estos contratos no fueron entregados a Don Roman, no se le explico ni se le leyo su contenido. El demandante tampoco los podia leer pues no posee tal habilidad", afirma la demanda, alegando que como resultado, eso anula los contratos.
La querella anade que Carrasco recibio dos cheques por un total de 5.200 dolares, mientras que el video que presenta su hogar, que el y su hermano disenaron y construyeron en la decada de 1960, recibio 22 millones de vistas.
La demanda afirma que mientras se filmaba el video en la casa de Carrasco, la gente comenzo a tomar fotos de ella, asi como medidas.

"En grave menosprecio a los intereses de Don Roman, y sin permiso alguno de este, los codemandados utilizaron las medidas y fotos tomadas de la Casita de Don Roman para construir una copia exacta de la misma dentro del Coliseo de Puerto Rico, Jose Miguel Agrelot, para ser utilizada en la serie de conciertos de Bad Bunny", se lee en la demanda.

    
La demanda fue presentada en la Corte de Primera Instancia en San Juan, la capital de Puerto Rico.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Hombre muere tras montar montana rusa en nuevo parque Epic Universe de Florida




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El parque de diversiones Epic Universe Theme Park en el Universal Resort en Orlando, Florida, el 10 de abril del 2025. (AP foto/John Raoux)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Florida, EE.UU. (AP) -- Un hombre murio en una montana rusa en un parque de diversiones en Florida, informaron autoridades el jueves.
El hombre, de unos 30 anos, fue encontrado inconsciente despues de montarse en la montana rusa en Epic Universe el miercoles, indico la policia del condado Orange. Fue llevado a un hospital, donde fue declarado muerto.
La montana rusa involucrada es Stardust Racers, anadio la policia en un comunicado a The Associated Press.
La montana rusa es descrita en el sitio web del parque como "una impresionante montana rusa de doble lanzamiento que alcanza velocidades increibles de hasta 62 mph (100 km/h)".
"Estamos devastados por este tragico evento y extendemos nuestras mas sinceras condolencias a los seres queridos del huesped", declaro un portavoz de Universal Orlando Resorts en un comunicado. "Estamos cooperando plenamente con el Condado de Orange y la investigacion en curso. La atraccion permanece cerrada".

    
No se dieron a conocer mas detalles de inmediato el jueves por la manana.
Universal abrio el parque en mayo. Tiene cinco secciones tematicas y un hotel de 500 habitaciones.



    
        




    




Es el primer parque tematico tradicional importante que se abre en Florida desde 1999, cuando se inauguro Universal Islands of Adventure, aunque Universal abrio un parque acuatico tematico en Orlando, Volcano Bay, en 2017.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


La adicion de Epic Universe elevo el numero total de parques en el complejo de Florida a cuatro, incluyendo Universal Studios.

    
    
    
Los parques tematicos mas grandes de Florida estan exentos de las inspecciones de seguridad estatales, a diferencia de los lugares y ferias mas pequenos. En cambio, los parques tematicos mas grandes como Walt Disney World y Universal realizan sus propias inspecciones y tienen sus propios protocolos, pero deben informar al estado sobre cualquier lesion o muerte.
En el segundo trimestre de este ano, hubo una docena de informes de Disney World, Universal y SeaWorld Orlando. Variaron desde una mujer de 78 anos que quedo inconsciente en un carrusel apto para ninos en SeaWorld hasta una mujer de 87 anos con una condicion preexistente que perdio el conocimiento despues de subir a la atraccion Dinosaur en el Animal Kingdom de Disney.


    
Desde que Epic Universe abrio en mayo, ha habido tres informes. En mayo, un hombre de 63 anos con una condicion preexistente experimento mareos y "un estado alterado de conciencia" y una mujer de 47 anos con una condicion preexistente tuvo una "perturbacion visual" y entumecimiento despues de subir a la montana rusa Stardust Racers, en dias separados. Un hombre de 32 anos experimento dolores en el pecho despues de subir a la atraccion Hiccup's Wing Gliders, segun el Departamento de Agricultura y Servicios al Consumidor de Florida.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Obama afirma que EEUU esta en un "punto de inflexion" tras asesinato de Kirk




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El expresidente estadounidense Barack Obama habla durante un evento el 5 de diciembre de 2024 en Chicago. (AP Foto/Erin Hooley, Archivo)]



        

        
        
            
                    El expresidente estadounidense Barack Obama habla durante un evento el 5 de diciembre de 2024 en Chicago. (AP Foto/Erin Hooley, Archivo)
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                                        El expresidente Barack Obama afirmo que Estados Unidos se encuentra en "un punto de inflexion" tras el asesinato del activista conservador Charlie Kirk y que el presidente Donald Trump ha dividido aun mas al pais en lugar de trabajar para unir a las personas.
"No hay peros que valgan: La premisa central de nuestro sistema democratico es que debemos ser capaces de estar en desacuerdo y tener a veces debates realmente contenciosos sin recurrir a la violencia", declaro Obama el martes por la noche durante un evento en Erie, Pensilvania, organizado por la Jefferson Education Society, segun una transcripcion obtenida por The Associated Press.
"Y cuando le sucede a algunos, incluso si piensas que estan, entre comillas, en el otro lado del argumento, eso es una amenaza para todos nosotros", expreso. "Y tenemos que ser claros y directos al condenarlos".

    
Obama ha mantenido un perfil algo bajo en su pospresidencia. Respondiendo a las preguntas de un moderador el martes, abordo la retorica de Trump tras el asesinato de Kirk, asi como otras acciones administrativas.
El democrata hablo sobre su propio liderazgo tras el asesinato en 2015 de nueve feligreses negros en una iglesia de Charleston, Carolina del Sur, asi como las acciones del entonces presidente republicano George W. Bush tras los ataques terroristas del 11 de septiembre. Dijo que el papel de un presidente en una crisis "es el de recordarnos constantemente de los lazos que nos unen".



    
        




    




El sentimiento entre Trump y sus asesores tras el asesinato de Kirk de llamar "alimanas, enemigos" a los oponentes politicos "habla de un problema mas amplio", manifesto Obama.

    
    > Stay up to date with the latest U.S. news by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    


Kirk, una figura dominante en la politica conservadora, se convirtio en confidente de Trump tras fundar Turning Point USA, con sede en Arizona, una de las organizaciones politicas mas grandes del pais. Trump ha intensificado las amenazas contra la "izquierda radical" tras el asesinato de Kirk, avivando temores de que su administracion este tratando de aprovechar la indignacion por el asesinato para suprimir la oposicion politica.

    
    
    
La Casa Blanca de Trump respondio el miercoles a los comentarios de Obama culpandolo por la animosidad en el pais, llamandolo "el arquitecto de la division politica moderna en Estados Unidos".

    
"Obama aprovecho cada oportunidad para sembrar division y enfrentar a los estadounidenses entre si, y tras su presidencia, mas estadounidenses sintieron que Obama dividio al pais que aquellos que sintieron que lo unio", indico la portavoz de la Casa Blanca, Abigail Jackson, en un comunicado.
Obama tambien hizo referencia el martes al reciente despliegue de tropas de la Guardia Nacional en Washington y a los controles de identificacion por parte de agentes federales en Los Angeles. Insto a los ciudadanos y a los funcionarios electos a monitorear de cerca las decisiones que rompen con las normas.
"Lo que estan viendo, creo, es la sensacion de que a traves del poder ejecutivo, muchos de los limites y normas que pense que tenia que respetar como presidente de Estados Unidos, que George Bush penso que tenia que respetar como presidente de Estados Unidos, de repente ya no se aplican", senalo Obama. "Y eso hace que este sea un momento peligroso".

    
Poco despues de la muerte de Kirk, Obama escribio en una publicacion en X que el y su esposa, Michelle, estaban orando por la familia de Kirk, agregando: "Este tipo de violencia despreciable no tiene lugar en nuestra democracia".
Obama sostuvo que no estaba de acuerdo con muchas de las posturas de Kirk pero que ello "no niega el hecho de que lo que sucedio fue una tragedia y que lamento por el y su familia".
Llamando a la violencia politica "anatema para lo que significa ser un pais democratico", Obama tambien menciono los asesinatos a tiros en junio de la representante estatal de Minnesota Melissa Hortman y su esposo en su hogar.
Obama tambien aplaudio los llamados del gobernador de Utah, Spencer Cox, a la civilidad en la respuesta publica al asesinato de Kirk. Obama manifesto que aunque el y el gobernador republicano "discrepan en un monton de cosas", el mensaje de Cox sobre como responder a la muerte de Kirk muestra "que es posible que estemos en desacuerdo mientras respetamos un codigo basico de como debemos participar en el debate publico".


    
Justo antes de que Obama hablara, el sospechoso de 22 anos arrestado por el asesinato de Kirk hizo su primera aparicion en la corte por cargos que incluyen asesinato capital. Segun documentos judiciales publicados el martes, mientras las autoridades buscaban a la persona que habia matado a Kirk en la Universidad del Valle de Utah la semana pasada, Tyler Robinson envio mensajes de texto a su pareja, reconociendo que el habia sido el tirador. Un juez dijo que nombraria un abogado para representar a Robinson, cuya familia ha declinado comentar a The Associated Press.
________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    Entertainment

    Bad Bunny extiende su dominio como el artista mas nominado de los Latin Grammy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, tambien conocido como Bad Bunny, asiste al estreno de "Caught Stealing" el 26 de agosto de 2025 en Nueva York. (Foto Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, archivo)]
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[image: ARCHIVO- CA7RIEL, a la derecha, y Paco Amoroso se presentan en la Ciudad de Mexico el 15 de agosto de 2025. (Foto AP/Fernando Llano, archivo)]
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[image: La cantante mexicana Natalia Lafourcade se presenta en la Concha Acustica de Bello Monte en Caracas, Venezuela, el 22 de agosto de 2023. (Foto AP/Matias Delacroix, archivo)]
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                                        CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- Bad Bunny confirmo el gran ano que ha sido su 2025 al ser revelado el miercoles como el artista mas nominado de los Latin Grammy.
En enero lanzo "DeBI TiRAR MaS FOToS", que pronto llego a las listas de popularidad de Latinoamerica y a nivel global en plataformas como Spotify, lo que marco el tono de lo que seguiria con su residencia de conciertos Puerto Rico en el verano.
Ahora en los Latin Grammy tuvo nominaciones en las codiciadas categorias de grabacion del ano, por partida doble, con "Baile Inolvidable" y "DTmF", album del ano y cancion del ano, esta ultima tambien por partida doble por "Baile Inolvidable" y "Dtmf". La fusion de musica urbana con ritmos afrocaribenos de Puerto Rico en su album lo llevo tambien a ser nominado en la categoria de mejor cancion de raices por "Lo que le paso a Hawaii".
Es el tercer ano en la historia de los Latin Grammy que el astro puertorriqueno es el artista mas nominado en los premios a la excelencia musical. En 2022 lidero con 10 menciones y en 2024, obtuvo ocho nominaciones, lo que lo dejo en un empate en primer lugar con Karol G. En total, Bad Bunnny suma 12 Latin Grammy, pero no ha podido conquistar la categoria de album del ano.

    
Como era de esperarse, este ano fue nominado en las categorias de musica urbana, incluyendo mejor fusion/interpretacion urbana, mejor interpretacion de reggaeton, mejor album de musica urbana y mejor cancion urbana, esta ultima categoria al doble por "DtMF" y "LA MuDANZA", para un total de 12 menciones.



    
        




    




Aunque no esta solo en la cima, le siguen de cerca, con 10 nominaciones, los artistas alternativos argentinos Ca7riel & Paco Amoroso que tambien consiguieron menciones dobles en importantes categorias como cancion y grabacion del ano por "El Dia del Amigo" y "#Tetas". De igual manera, se mediran en las categorias de album del ano y mejor album de musica alternativa por "Papota". Asi como en los apartados de mejor cancion pop ("El Dia del Amigo") y mejor cancion alternativa ("#Tetas").

    
    
    
Su video de parodia sobre las presiones de la industria musical por conseguir un "Latin Chaddy", asi como de su estrepitoso ascenso a la fama tras un album de estudio y su poular Tiny Desk, fue bien recibido por la Academia Latina de la Grabacion, que les dio una nominacion en la categoria de mejor video musical version larga y mejor video musical version corta.

    
Pareceria que los Latin Grammy seran un duelo de artistas masculinos del momento, pero la academia suele premiar a Natalia Lafourcade y este ano la artista mexicana tiene un fuerte argumento con "Cancionera", el cual la llevo a competir en las categorias de album del ano y mejor album cantautor, asi como cancion del ano y grabacion del ano por la cancion que le da titulo al disco.
Ademas de las categorias principales, los caminos de Bad Bunny y Lafourcade vuelven a encontrarse en la flamante categoria de mejor cancion de raices, donde ella compite por partida doble por "Como quisiera quererte" y "El Palomo y La Negra". Lafourcade tambien tenia un as bajo la manga al ser nominada en la categoria de mejor album pop tradicional por un album diferente: "Natalia Lafourcade Live At Carnegie Hall".

    
Otros de los artistas mas nominados para la 26a entrega de los Latin Grammy, que se realizara el 13 de noviembre en Las Vegas, son la artista trans brasilena Liniker, con seis, asi como Joaquina, Alejandro Sanz y Elena Rose con cuatro. Todos estan nominados en la categoria de album del ano, que completan Rauw Alejandro, Gloria Estefan, Vicente Garcia y Carin Leon.
Sanz, Jorge Drexler y Conociendo Rusia, Zoe Gotusso, Karol G y Liniker completan la categoria de grabacion del ano.
El mexicano Edgar Barrera sumo 10 menciones y compite nuevamente como productor y compositor del ano por su trabajo con artistas como Ivan Cornejo y Shakira.
La categoria de mejor nuevo artista, seguida celosamente por la industria, tiene como nominados a Alleh, Annasofia, Yerai Cortes, Juliane Gamboa, Camila Guevara, Isadora, Alex Luna, Paloma Morphy, Sued Nunes y Ruzzi.

    
Este ano se estreno la categoria de mejor musica para medios visuales y sus primeros nominados son Pedro Osuna por la musica de "Cada minuto cuenta", Camilo Sanabria por "Cien anos de soledad", Federico Jusid por "El eternauta", Cabra por "In The Summers" y el celebrado creador de bandas sonoras Gustavo Santaolalla por "Pedro Paramo".

La Academia Latina de la Grabacion anuncio en vivo los nominados de este ano por streaming. La gala de premiacion se podra ver por las plataformas de TelevisaUnivision en Estados Unidos a partir de las 8 p.m. hora del este (000 GMT), con un pre-show de una hora desde las 7:00 p.m.
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                    World News

    El papa Leon habla de Trump, abusos sexuales, comunidad LGBTQ+ y China en su primera entrevista




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El papa Leon XIV llega a la plaza de San Pedro con motivo de la audiencia general semanal en el Vaticano, el miercoles 17 de septiembre de 2025. (AP Foto/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (AP) -- El papa Leon XIV dijo en su primera entrevista como el primer papa estadounidense de la historia que no tiene intencion de involucrarse en la politica de Estados Unidos, pero alzara su voz sobre temas de interes para la Iglesia catolica, incluyendo la inmigracion.
Leon hablo sobre distintos temas -- desde el gobierno de Trump hasta la crisis de abusos sexuales del clero, la acogida de catolicos LGBTQ+ y las relaciones entre el Vaticano y China -- en la entrevista publicada el jueves. Fue realizada por la corresponsal del Vaticano Elise Ann Allen del sitio de noticias Crux para una biografia de Leon publicada el jueves en Peru, donde Leon fue obispo durante muchos anos.
Aqui algunos puntos destacados:



    
        




    




Acogida a la comunidad LGBTQ+
Leon abrazo el mensaje del papa Francisco para los catolicos LGBTQ+ de que "todos, todos, todos" son bienvenidos en la Iglesia catolica, pero dijo que veia "muy poco probable" que la doctrina central de la Iglesia sobre la sexualidad cambie pronto.
La Iglesia catolica ensena que las personas homosexuales deben ser tratadas con dignidad y respeto, pero que la actividad homosexual es "intrinsecamente desordenada". Se opone al matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo, diciendo que el matrimonio es una union entre un hombre y una mujer.
"Todos estan invitados, pero no invito a una persona porque sea o no de una identidad especifica. Invito a una persona porque es un hijo o hija de Dios", dijo.
"Creo que tenemos que cambiar actitudes antes de siquiera pensar en cambiar lo que la Iglesia dice sobre cualquier cuestion dada", expreso.

    
Relaciones con China
Leon dijo que no preveia cambios a corto plazo en el controvertido acuerdo de 2018 del Vaticano con Beijing sobre las nominaciones de obispos.
El Vaticano bajo el papa Francisco firmo el acuerdo con la esperanza de ayudar a unir a los aproximadamente 12 millones de catolicos de China, divididos desde hace mucho tiempo entre aquellos que pertenecen a una Iglesia oficial sancionada por el estado y una Iglesia clandestina leal a Roma.
"De ninguna manera pretendo ser mas sabio o tener mas experiencia que todos los que vinieron antes que yo", dijo Leon, anadiendo que estaba estudiando el tema y hablando con personas chinas "de ambos lados" al respecto.
El Vaticano ha defendido el acuerdo de 2018 contra las criticas de que Francisco traiciono a los fieles clandestinos, quienes soportaron decadas de persecucion por parte de las autoridades de Beijing. El Vaticano ha dicho que el acuerdo era necesario para prevenir un cisma aun peor en la congregacion china despues de que China nombrara obispos sin el consentimiento del papa.
Escandalos de abuso sexual
Leon dijo que la crisis de abuso sexual es "una verdadera crisis" que aun no se ha resuelto, y que la Iglesia todavia no ha encontrado una manera de ayudar a las victimas a sanar. Pero tambien dijo que se deben respetar los derechos de los sacerdotes.
"Las estadisticas muestran que mas del 90% de las personas que se presentan y hacen acusaciones, son autenticamente victimas. Estan diciendo la verdad. No se lo estan inventando", dijo. "Pero tambien ha habido casos probados de algun tipo de acusacion falsa. Ha habido sacerdotes cuyas vidas han sido destruidas por eso".

    
El papa tambien dijo que el escandalo "no puede convertirse en el enfoque central de la Iglesia".
Leon fue fundamental en ayudar a las victimas de un grupo abusivo peruano a encontrar justicia, pero ha sido acusado por un grupo de defensa de victimas de Estados Unidos de no hacer lo suficiente para ayudar a otras victimas peruanas.
Trump y la politica de Estados Unidos
Leon dijo que reconocia la influencia de Estados Unidos en los asuntos mundiales y menciono la migracion como uno de los temas importantes para la Iglesia catolica.
Recordo una carta que Francisco envio a los obispos estadounidenses a principios de este ano reprendiendolos por los planes del gobierno de Trump de deportaciones masivas de migrantes. La carta apunto directamente a la defensa del programa de deportacion por parte del vicepresidente JD Vance en terminos teologicos.
Leon elogio la iniciativa de Francisco y dijo que los obispos estadounidenses mostraron "valentia" al confrontar al gobierno, y expreso esperanzas de que continuen liderando en tales temas.

    
"Una de las ultimas conversaciones que tuve con el vicepresidente de Estados Unidos - no he tenido conversaciones directas ni he conocido al presidente - hable sobre la dignidad humana y lo importante que es para todas las personas, donde sea que hayas nacido, y con suerte encontrar maneras de respetar a los seres humanos y la forma en que los tratamos en las politicas y decisiones que tomamos", dijo Leon.
Leon dejo claro que no es un partidario de Trump, anadiendo que el y su hermano Luis Prevost, un autodenominado "tipo MAGA", quien ha conocido al presidente de Estados Unidos, estan en "lugares diferentes".
"Estados Unidos es un actor de poder a nivel mundial, tenemos que reconocer eso, y a veces se toman decisiones mas basadas en la economia que en la dignidad humana y el apoyo humano, pero (tenemos que) seguir desafiando y planteando algunas preguntas y ver la mejor manera de hacerlo", dijo Leon.

    
Voces de las mujeres
Leon prometio continuar nombrando mujeres para puestos de liderazgo eclesiastico, pero rebajo cualquier esperanza de ordenar mujeres como diaconos o sacerdotes. Senalo un estudio en curso por parte de la oficina de doctrina del Vaticano sobre el tema.
"En este momento no tengo la intencion de cambiar la ensenanza de la Iglesia sobre el tema", dijo. "Ciertamente estoy dispuesto a seguir escuchando a la gente".
Finanzas del Vaticano
Leon heredo una prolongada crisis financiera en el Vaticano, que ha estado operando con un deficit estructural de 50 a 60 millones de euros (57 a 68 millones de dolares), un deficit en el fondo de pensiones de 1.000 millones de euros (1.140 millones de dolares) y donaciones en declive.
La crisis golpeo mas fuerte durante la pandemia cuando cerro la principal fuente de ingresos de la Santa Sede, los Museos Vaticanos.
Pero las cosas estan mejorando y "no es la crisis que la gente ha sido llevada a creer", dijo Leon.
"No estoy diciendo que podamos relajarnos", dijo. "No creo que la crisis haya terminado, creo que tenemos que seguir trabajando en esto, pero no estoy perdiendo el sueno por ello, y creo que es importante que comuniquemos un mensaje diferente."
___
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Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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