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      Breaking News

      
        Russian attacks cut off power for 70,000 consumers in Ukraine
        KYIV --- Russian attacks on Thursday temporarily suspended power supply for at least 70,000 consumers in Ukraine's northern Chernihiv region, officials said, as Moscow's troops renew their air strikes on shattered energy infrastructure ahead of the winter.

      

      
        Starbucks $1 billion restructuring to close stores, cut jobs
        NEW YORK --- Starbucks Corporation plans to close stores and eliminate 900 jobs in a $1 billion restructuring effort as the company amps up a turnaround plan under Chief Executive Officer Brian Niccol.

      

      
        Cambodian troops provoke retaliation, says Thai army
        Cambodia has continued to breach the ceasefire agreement by provoking retaliation from the Thai army with gunfire and bombing along the border in the northeastern provinces, according to Thailand's Second Army Region.

      

      
        Russian arrested for Phuket pickup truck sex video
        PHUKET --- A Russian man wanted in connection with a sex act filmed on the bed of a moving pickup truck in Phuket has been arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport, police said on Thursday.

      

      
        Thai household debt surges to four-year high
        Average household debt in Thailand has surged by 22% from a year ago to reach a four-year high of 740,596 baht, according to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        New energy minister watching power bills
        Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to ease the public's financial burden by working with the authorities to keep electricity prices at appropriate levels.

      

      
        Monitor lizard climbs over wall into restaurant
        A large monitor lizard scaled a wall and jumped into a restaurant, causing customers to scatter in panic, before the owner eventually called rescue workers to capture and remove it.

      

      
        PM Anutin vows prudence to avoid rating cut
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.

      

      
        Free express boats for Bangkok commuters affected by road collapse
        The Royal Thai Navy is providing free express boat services to help commuters affected by formation of a huge sinkhole on Samsen Road in Bangkok until the situation improves.

      

      
        Thai astronomers discover new 'black widow' pulsar
        Two Thai astronomers have helped discover a new black widow pulsar designated PSR J1544--2555, contributing to international research that could enhance understanding of binary star systems and pulsar evolution.
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                                KYIV -- Russian attacks on Thursday temporarily suspended power supply for at least 70,000 consumers in Ukraine's northern Chernihiv region, officials said, as Moscow's troops renew their air strikes on shattered energy infrastructure ahead of the winter.

About 29,000 consumers faced power cuts in Chernihiv and the surrounding district, as well as 43,000 in the town of Nizhyn, the regional power distribution operator said on the Telegram messenger.

Works to restore electricity supplies were underway, it added.

Overnight, Russian troops targeted energy facilities in Vinnytsia, disrupting power flows for parts of the central city and causing fires.

Throughout more than three-and-a-half years of full-scale invasion, Russia repeatedly targeted Ukraine's energy system ahead of the cold autumn and winter months, and it has stepped up such strikes in recent weeks.

Russian troops also unleashed "systematic" attacks on Ukraine's railway since this summer, the company's chief executive officer (CEO) said.
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                                NEW YORK -- Starbucks Corporation plans to close stores and eliminate 900 jobs in a $1 billion restructuring effort as the company amps up a turnaround plan under Chief Executive Officer Brian Niccol.
The coffee chain, which had about 360,000 global employees last year, said its overall store count in the United States and Canada will drop by 1% to 18,300. After that, it plans to grow the number of stores it operates and refurbish another 1,000 restaurants.

Following a review of its coffeehouses, the company identified several stores where it could not see a path toward profitability and decided to close them. It plans to focus on stores that align with Niccol's plan to make its restaurants a more inviting place to visit. 

"Early results from coffeehouse uplifts show customers visiting more often, staying longer and sharing positive feedback," Niccol said in a letter to employees on Thursday.

The company's shares were little changed in premarket trading. The stock was down 8% as of Wednesday's close, compared with a 13% increase in the S&P 500 Index.

The changes being made still do not "address that their prices have just gotten way too high" for the current competitive and economic environment, Melius Research analyst Jacob Aiken-Phillips said. The turnaround "still a long way to go." 

Niccol, who took the helm a year ago, is attempting to lead a turnaround at the coffee chain after six straight quarters of same-store sales contractions. The plan centres on reviving locations by adding seating and electrical outlets to encourage more visits for longer durations. 

Those changes have yet to make a meaningful dent in the Seattle company's financial performance, and this marks the second round of job cuts under Niccol.

A portion of the closures may affect some of the small pickup stores that only took mobile orders, the company confirmed to Bloomberg News. Other stores in that format will be converted to full-service cafes. These locations were part of previous management's growth strategy.

"That format is done," Aiken-Phillips said of the mobile pickup-only stores. "They're trying to build that whole third place where you can go sit down in the coffee shop."

Most recently, Starbucks reported sales and profit that missed expectations for the fiscal third quarter. The company is also facing increased competition from smaller chains in the US and China, its two largest markets, that are cranking out cheaper beverages to customers at a faster rate.

Starbucks is paring down its menu to reduce drink complexity -- a bid to lessen wait times -- and to make room for new items that better match changing consumer tastes. The cafe operator has increased its sugar-free options and introduced protein-infused beverages as customers seek healthier options.

Analysts and investors, while generally in favour of the changes, have grown wary of the cost and timeline of Niccol's plan. Profitability worsened last quarter due to the investments aimed at revitalising the brand.
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                                Cambodia has continued to breach the ceasefire agreement by provoking retaliation from the Thai army with gunfire and bombing along the border in the northeastern provinces, according to Thailand's Second Army Region.
The Thai army reported on Facebook on Thursday that since Wednesday, there have been incidents showing Cambodian provocation at the border.

Since Wednesday, Cambodian troops have reinforced positions near Preah Vihear hill with direct-fire support weapons, including a tank, about 300 metres from Thai lines in Kantharalak district, Si Sa Ket province. They also fired gunshots along the border fence on Tuesday.

In Surin's Phanom Dong Rak district, Thai patrols heard gunfire and detected several shots, as well as a grenade thrown towards Thai positions.

The Thai army believes these actions are aimed at testing Thailand's response and provoking retaliation, attempting to portray Cambodia as a victim internationally.

The Thai army confirmed it did not respond and there was no damage on the Thai side, reaffirming Thailand's commitment to peaceful measures.
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                                PHUKET -- A Russian man wanted in connection with a sex act filmed on the bed of a moving pickup truck in Phuket has been arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport, police said on Thursday.
The suspect, identified only as Georgii, a 23-year-old Russian tourist, was being transferred to Phuket for legal proceedings on Thursday evening.

Police said he was believed to be the man seen in a video of a couple in the back of a pickup truck while it was driving along a bypass road in Muang district of Phuket on Wednesday night.

The 15-second clip shows a foreign man holding the waist of a woman from behind while she holds a rope tied to a bar on the bed of the black pickup.

The woman in the video has yet to be positively identified, but she was also believed to be Russian.

Police say Mr Georgii subsequently departed Phuket and was on his way out of the country via Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan. Immigration officers located him around 3.45pm on Thursday and questioned him at the airport before preparing to turn him over to Phuket police.

Pol Lt Col Ekachai Siri, chief of the Phuket tourist police, said earlier that if the offenders were caught, they would face charges of public indecency. If authorities determine that the video was created and distributed as online content, they could be prosecuted under the Computer Crime Act as well, he added.

Pol Col Chatree Chukaew, chief of the Muang Phuket police station, recommended that the Immigration Bureau revoke Mr Georgii's visa and place him on a blacklist, barring future entry into the kingdom.

He said police in Phuket had discovered that the suspect had a history of posting explicit videos on social media.

Performing an obscene act in a public place carries a fine of up to 5,000 baht, he said.

[image: Immigration police question a Russian man wanted in connection with a public sex act filmed on the bed of a moving pickup truck in Phuket, at Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan on Thursday afternoon. (Photo: Muang Phuket police station)]
Immigration police question a Russian man wanted in connection with a public sex act filmed on the bed of a moving pickup truck in Phuket, at Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan on Thursday afternoon. (Photo: Muang Phuket police station)
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                                Average household debt in Thailand has surged by 22% from a year ago to reach a four-year high of 740,596 baht, according to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The survey was conducted from Sept 15-22 and had 1,716 respondents.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the university, attributed the increase to emergency expenses, family financial burdens, insufficient income to cover expenses due to a sudden economic emergency, and the rising cost of living.

In addition, he said the share of formal debt has declined, while informal debt has surged compared with the previous year.

This trend indicates tighter credit availability in the formal sector and aligns with data from the Bank of Thailand showing a slowdown in loan growth and an anticipated increase in non-performing loans.

"Banks are reluctant to lend amid the weak economy, pushing more people to loan sharks," Mr Thanavath said.

Mr Thanavath said household debt remains a persistent challenge in Thailand, having surpassed 80% of gross domestic product (GDP) -- the maximum level the Bank of Thailand would like to see -- for the first time in 2013.

Total household debt stood at 87.4% of GDP in the first quarter, easing from 88.4% at the end of 2024 as tighter bank lending and economic growth helped trim the ratio.

Looking at debt types, the survey found 46.8% reported credit card debt, with 40% having housing debt, 37.1% auto debt and the remainder business, personal and education debt, as well as buy now, pay later obligations, which allow consumers to pay for products in small instalments.

Mr Thanavath said most of the credit card debt comes from purchases of electronic devices, durable goods, business expenses, debt repayments, luxury items, education costs, travel, medical expenses and other expenditures.

The survey found that consumers have several solutions for managing insufficient income. For example, 39.9% of respondents said they borrow from various sources, including cash advances from credit cards, loans from banks, finance companies and family members.

In contrast, 32.9% opted to cut back on expenses, while others sought additional income, utilised savings or changed their jobs for higher pay.

Mr Thanavath called on the government to address household debt by introducing measures such as the Khon La Khrueng co-payment scheme to promote consumer spending and stimulate GDP growth.

He said household debt levels could improve if stimulus can help the economy expand by 3-4% next year, compared with an expected 2% this year.

The academic also urged the government to address declining agricultural product prices, especially for rice, and to enhance formal lending in the final quarter to foster job creation and reduce dependence on informal loans.
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                                Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to ease the public's financial burden by working with the authorities to keep electricity prices at appropriate levels.
He said fuel prices tend to increase towards the end of the year, which would increase electricity generation costs.

"We have to study in detail how to manage energy prices so they will not become a burden for people," Mr Auttapol told reporters upon taking office on Thursday.

The former chief executive and president of the national oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, he has extensive knowledge of how the prices of gas -- a key fuel for the country's power generation -- are determined, but he said he needs to study other factors that determine electricity prices.

"What I can assure you is we will not make energy prices a burden for people," said Mr Auttapol.

The current power tariff, applicable from September to December, is 3.94 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), a drop from 3.98 baht, in effect from May to August.

A portion of power bills is collected to reimburse the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) and PTT, which helped the government  keep a lid on electricity prices through price subsidy programmes.

The Energy Regulatory Commission has managed to keep power bills low by extending the period to reimburse Egat and PTT for the billions of baht in debt they accrued because of the subsidies.

Another tool used to reduce electricity prices was a decision by state electricity agencies to claw back their budgets.

This means the budget granted to Egat and the state power distribution agencies -- the Metropolitan Electricity Agency and the Provincial Electricity Agency -- was not used up, allowing them to spend the remainder to subsidise electricity bills.
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                                A large monitor lizard scaled a wall and jumped into a restaurant, causing customers to scatter in panic, before the owner eventually called rescue workers to capture and remove it.
The incident occurred on Wednesday evening at a restaurant in Nakhon Ratchasima province. A customer recalled that while waiting inside as staff were preparing to open, they suddenly heard noises coming from the restaurant's perimeter wall.

Upon checking, they saw a monitor lizard climbing over the wall and leaping onto the restaurant floor. Startled, they quickly alerted the owner, who then called rescue workers to safely capture the animal and release it back into the wild.

The restaurant owner believes the lizard may have been drawn by the smell of food, possibly crawling through a drainage pipe before climbing into the restaurant. Fortunately, the reptile was spotted early -- before the restaurant filled with diners -- avoiding what could have been a chaotic situation.

[image: The monitor lizard is loaded onto a vehicle to be released back into the wild. (Photo: Prasit Tangprasert)]
The monitor lizard is loaded onto a vehicle to be released back into the wild. (Photo: Prasit Tangprasert)
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.
"The outlook downgrade stems from past factors," Mr Anutin told reporters after a meeting with the Federation of Thai Capital Market Organizations (Fetco) at the Stock Exchange of Thailand building on Thursday.

"Now we are aware of this and will work to build confidence so that they will revise it upward.

"We will implement prudent economic policies to prevent any deterioration in the country's debt burden," he added. "We will take all steps needed to avoid any further cut in the country's credit rating."

Fitch on Wednesday revised Thailand's outlook to negative from stable, citing increasing risks to public finances amid ongoing political uncertainty.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, also speaking at the Fetco meeting, said the country needs to take heed of what the ratings agency said.

"We must take Fitch's warning seriously. Fiscal discipline is crucial," he told reporters.

"The economic policy will be announced soon, but the core directive from the Prime Minister is to ensure rapid recovery and long-term focus."

Mr Ekniti said every policy using public funding must deliver value for money.

He said the government would demonstrate to ratings agencies its commitment to strengthening fiscal governance.

Mr Anutin said there would be an emphasis on good governance, with clear disclosure of project costs, expected benefits and outcomes to ensure transparency.

Fitch's negative outlook does not mean an imminent crisis, but it is a warning signal that if Thailand does not present a clear fiscal plan, confidence will be hit, Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak Tanyawong wrote on his Facebook page.

Southeast Asia's second-largest economy is projected to expand by 1.8% to 2.3% this year, with a slowdown expected in the second half of 2025 due to the impact of US tariffs.

Thailand's economy grew by only 2.5% last year, lagging regional peers.

Mr Anutin's pledge to call elections within four months could lead to near-term spending pressures and will add to policy uncertainty, Fitch said. The four-month timeframe was a condition set by the opposition People's Party, the largest in parliament, for its support.

If the schedule holds, an election would take place around mid- to late March, likely followed by weeks of haggling to form a government. The result would be more delays in both fiscal disbursement and drafting of the budget for the 2027 fiscal year.

Thailand's sovereign ratings from S&P, Moody's and Fitch have stayed a few notches above speculative grade in recent years, despite a surge in public debt from fiscal stimulus to support the Covid-stricken economy.

A sluggish post-pandemic recovery has strained public finances, prompting the government to lift the statutory public-debt ceiling to 70% of gross domestic product. It stood at 64.5% at the end of July, according to official data.

Mr Ekniti also confirmed that the revival of the Khon La Khrueng co-payment stimulus scheme would go to the cabinet in early October and that it should begin later that month.

While he did not disclose the project's exact size, he confirmed funding would come from the existing budget, without increasing the fiscal deficit.

Regarding the goal of reducing the budget deficit to no more than 3% of GDP, as recommended by the Fiscal Policy Office, Mr Ekniti said fiscal health cannot be viewed only in the short term.

"In reading Fitch's and Moody's assessments, the key message is transparency in assumptions. You can state a deficit target of 3%, or even 2%, but the real issue is whether it can actually be achieved and how it will be done," he said.

"The target of keeping the deficit below 3% of GDP remains a long-term goal for the government, as well as enhancing the revenue-generating capacity of state agencies without needing to amend laws."
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                                The Royal Thai Navy is providing free express boat services to help commuters affected by formation of a huge sinkhole on Samsen Road in Bangkok until the situation improves.
The collapse on Wednesday above an under-construction train tunnel has caused traffic to be diverted in a large area around Vajira Hospital in Dusit district for safety reasons.


	Workers filling Bangkok sinkhole to prevent building collapse



"The closure has caused inconvenience to many commuters, including patients and medical staff," the Navy said on Facebook on Thursday.

In coordination with the Ministry of Transport, three express boats from Marine Office 214 have been deployed to serve commuters for free until the situation is back to normal.

The boats, No. 1126, 1132 and 1136, provide pickup and drop-off service from Payab Pier to Navamindradhiraj University Pier (Vajira Hospital) and Thewes Pier from 7am to 7pm daily.

A temporary road surface will be built to reopen Samsen Road, possibly within two weeks, Gardphajon Udomdhammabhakdi, governor of the Mass Rapid Transit Authority, said at a press conference on Thursday.
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                                Two Thai astronomers have helped discover a new black widow pulsar designated PSR J1544-2555, contributing to international research that could enhance understanding of binary star systems and pulsar evolution.
The National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand (NARIT) announced that researchers Tinn Thongmeearkom and Adipol Phosrisom participated in the discovery, published in the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society on Sept 16, 2025.

[image: Mr Tinn Thongmeearkom. (Photo: NARIT)]
Tinn Thongmeearkom. (Photo: NARIT)



[image: Mr Adipol Phosrisom. (Photo: NARIT)]
Adipol Phosrisom. (Photo: NARIT)



The newly identified pulsar has a rotation period of just 2.4 milliseconds and an orbital period of 2.7 hours, making it an exceptionally fast-spinning neutron star.

Black widow pulsars explained

Pulsars are rapidly rotating neutron stars formed when massive stars collapse at the end of their lives. They emit powerful magnetic fields and radio signals resembling lighthouse beams.

Black widow pulsars are millisecond pulsars in binary systems where the pulsar either absorbs material from or strips away its companion star's mass, similar to how black widow spiders consume their mates. These systems feature companion stars with less than 10% of the Sun's mass.

Only about 50 black widow pulsars have been discovered, making them crucial for understanding high-energy physics, binary star systems and pulsar evolution.

International collaboration

The discovery emerged from the Trapum (Transients and Pulsars with MeerKAT) project, an international collaboration using the MeerKAT radio telescope array in South Africa. The facility comprises 64 radio dishes spread across more than 8 kilometres in the South African desert.

Mr Tin said the multi-stage detection process began with identifying potential 'spider pulsar' candidates using gamma-ray positions from NASA's Fermi space telescope.

The team then observed characteristic light variations using the Ultracam instrument at the European Southern Observatory's New Technology Telescope in northern Chile, before confirming the pulsar using MeerKAT radio observations.

Thailand's growing role

The research demonstrates Thailand's expanding capabilities in radio astronomy. The country has established the Thai National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Doi Saket, Chiang Mai, featuring 40-metre and 13-metre radio telescopes.

Thailand has also connected its radio observatory to leading international telescope networks in Germany, China and Japan, positioning the country for future astronomical discoveries.

The multi-wavelength approach combining radio, optical and gamma-ray observations proved essential for identifying new spider pulsars and developing comprehensive models of these exotic stellar systems.
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        PM Anutin vows prudence to avoid rating cut
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.

      

      
        Thaksin assigned prison duty to supervise drain-cleaning, says daughter
        Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra has been given work to do in prison, his daughter revealed on Thursday, saying the corrections chief had assigned her father to help oversee drain-cleaning operations.

      

      
        MRTA: Unstable soil, groundwater caused Bangkok sinkhole
        The Mass Rapid Transit Authority (MRTA) blames unstable soil and groundwater for the huge sinkhole that opened up on Samsen Road in Bangkok, above an under-construction underground rail station.

      

      
        Workers filling Bangkok sinkhole to prevent building collapse
        Workers were rushing on Thursday to fill the huge sinkhole site on Samsen Road in Bangkok with sandbags and crushed stone to prevent more subsidence and possible collapse of at least one building.

      

      
        House panel probes citizenship bribes
        The House Committee on Local Administration is investigating allegations of bribery in the citizenship registration process, with a committee member saying there is strong evidence in at least five cases.

      

      
        Two labour protection bills okayed by House
        The House of Representatives unanimously approved in principle two labour protection bills aimed at improving workers' rights and quality of life.

      

      
        Phuket real estate cools in first half
        Phuket's condo and villa market cooled markedly in the first half of 2025, with both new launches and sales contracting by more than 50% from the same period in 2024, after two consecutive years of peak new supply in 2023--24.

      

      
        Chiang Mai tourism weathers the storm
        Typhoon Ragasa has yet to significantly affect tourism in Chiang Mai because it is still low season, with flash floods occurring only in certain areas for a short period, and operators in the area more concerned about the strong baht steering short-haul tourists towards Vietnam.

      

      
        Tourist numbers tumble as Asian markets decline
        The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) expects the country to welcome 33.4 million foreign visitors this year, a 6% year-on-year decline attributed to contractions from the Southeast and East Asian markets.

      

      
        Thailand's export growth slows as US tariffs bite
        Thailand's exports grew at the slowest pace in nearly a year in August due to the impact of US tariffs, which is expected to be more pronounced from September to December, according to the Ministry of Commerce.
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                'We must take Fitch's warning seriously,' finance minister says after outlook downgraded to negative
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.
"The outlook downgrade stems from past factors," Mr Anutin told reporters after a meeting with the Federation of Thai Capital Market Organizations (Fetco) at the Stock Exchange of Thailand building on Thursday.

"Now we are aware of this and will work to build confidence so that they will revise it upward.

"We will implement prudent economic policies to prevent any deterioration in the country's debt burden," he added. "We will take all steps needed to avoid any further cut in the country's credit rating."

Fitch on Wednesday revised Thailand's outlook to negative from stable, citing increasing risks to public finances amid ongoing political uncertainty.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, also speaking at the Fetco meeting, said the country needs to take heed of what the ratings agency said.

"We must take Fitch's warning seriously. Fiscal discipline is crucial," he told reporters.

"The economic policy will be announced soon, but the core directive from the Prime Minister is to ensure rapid recovery and long-term focus."

Mr Ekniti said every policy using public funding must deliver value for money.

He said the government would demonstrate to ratings agencies its commitment to strengthening fiscal governance.

Mr Anutin said there would be an emphasis on good governance, with clear disclosure of project costs, expected benefits and outcomes to ensure transparency.

Fitch's negative outlook does not mean an imminent crisis, but it is a warning signal that if Thailand does not present a clear fiscal plan, confidence will be hit, Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak Tanyawong wrote on his Facebook page.

Southeast Asia's second-largest economy is projected to expand by 1.8% to 2.3% this year, with a slowdown expected in the second half of 2025 due to the impact of US tariffs.

Thailand's economy grew by only 2.5% last year, lagging regional peers.

Mr Anutin's pledge to call elections within four months could lead to near-term spending pressures and will add to policy uncertainty, Fitch said. The four-month timeframe was a condition set by the opposition People's Party, the largest in parliament, for its support.

If the schedule holds, an election would take place around mid- to late March, likely followed by weeks of haggling to form a government. The result would be more delays in both fiscal disbursement and drafting of the budget for the 2027 fiscal year.

Thailand's sovereign ratings from S&P, Moody's and Fitch have stayed a few notches above speculative grade in recent years, despite a surge in public debt from fiscal stimulus to support the Covid-stricken economy.

A sluggish post-pandemic recovery has strained public finances, prompting the government to lift the statutory public-debt ceiling to 70% of gross domestic product. It stood at 64.5% at the end of July, according to official data.

Mr Ekniti also confirmed that the revival of the Khon La Khrueng co-payment stimulus scheme would go to the cabinet in early October and that it should begin later that month.

While he did not disclose the project's exact size, he confirmed funding would come from the existing budget, without increasing the fiscal deficit.

Regarding the goal of reducing the budget deficit to no more than 3% of GDP, as recommended by the Fiscal Policy Office, Mr Ekniti said fiscal health cannot be viewed only in the short term.

"In reading Fitch's and Moody's assessments, the key message is transparency in assumptions. You can state a deficit target of 3%, or even 2%, but the real issue is whether it can actually be achieved and how it will be done," he said.

"The target of keeping the deficit below 3% of GDP remains a long-term goal for the government, as well as enhancing the revenue-generating capacity of state agencies without needing to amend laws."
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                                Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra has been given work to do in prison, his daughter revealed on Thursday, saying the corrections chief had assigned her father to help oversee drain-cleaning operations.
Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, also a former prime minister, discussed her father's assignment during her visit to Klongprem Central Prison in Bangkok on Thursday.

Reporters from various news agencies continued to gather outside the prison on Ngamwongwan Road in Chatuchak district, more than two weeks after Thaksin was brought there.

Ms Paetongtarn and her husband Pitaka Suksawat arrived at the prison at 8.40am, marking the fourth time Thaksin's family has been allowed to see him since the Supreme Court sent him to jail on Sept 9.

The court ordered him to serve the one-year imprisonment term handed down two years ago, after finding that Thaksin's six-month stay in a luxury hospital ward did not meet the conditions of his sentence.

A group of red-shirt supporters played recordings of songs sung by Thaksin through loudspeakers to show support on the road in front of the prison. Some supporters carried red umbrellas printed with cartoon images of Thaksin.

Upon their arrival, Ms Paetongtarn and her husband walked towards the red-shirt group and greeted the crowd with smiles and traditional wai gestures. The couple thanked them for their continued support.

"I can only visit on Mondays and Thursdays -- two days a week," she told supporters, who encouraged her to visit more often and jokingly commented on the volume of the music being played.

Ms Paetongtarn was unable to visit her father this past Monday due to prior commitments. However, Mr Pitaka and her elder sister Pintongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong went to the prison that day.

When reporters asked her whether Thaksin's grandchildren had sent any letters, Ms Paetongtarn replied, "Not today. But soon they'll be allowed to video call him via Line. We'll need to check with the lawyer about the schedule."

After about an hour inside, the couple emerged to meet red-shirt supporters from Sing Buri province.

Speaking to reporters, Ms Paetongtarn said her father was in good health. "His health is okay. The prison chief said he would assign my father to help supervise drain-cleaning work," she said before departing.

Kanokwan Jiewchueaphan, deputy spokeswoman for the Department of Corrections, confirmed that Thaksin had spoken with the director of Klongprem prison and expressed his intention to assist with public service work.

He offered to contribute to the department's operations by helping supervise drain-clearing operations, should the opportunity arise, said Ms Kanokwan, who is also chief of the Nonthaburi prison.

Ms Kanokwan said any such assignment must comply with the department's regulations, outlined in a 2023 directive, governing the deployment of inmates for public service outside prison grounds.

The Supreme Court rejected Thaksin's claims of illness that had allowed him to stay at Police General Hospital from the night of his return to Thailand in August 2023 until his parole in early 2024.

On Sept 9, the 76-year-old billionaire was admitted to Bangkok Remand Prison and the following day was transferred to Klongprem prison for convicts whose sentences have been finalised.
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                                The Mass Rapid Transit Authority (MRTA) blames unstable soil and groundwater for the huge sinkhole that opened up on Samsen Road in Bangkok, above an under-construction underground rail station.
Discussing his "initial assumption" at a press conference on Thursday morning, MRTA governor Gardphajon Udomdhammabhakdi began by recalling the unusual incidents before the collapse.

Around 5am Wednesday, he said, some people spotted the uneven surface of Samsen Road but it was still passable.

At 5.30am water emerged on the road surface and traffic police arrived to block flooded lanes. At the time, the Metropolitan Waterworks Authority suspected underground water main leakage.

Shortly before 7am, the road surface began to subside and the subsidence continued until 7.30am. The sinkhole was about 30 metres wide, 30m long and 20m deep, he said.

A large amount of soil and water slid into the empty platform and passenger hall of the Vajira Hospital station of the Purple Line southern extension and into the subway tunnel, Mr Gardphajon said.

Soil and mud flowed inside the station for a distance of about 50m, and for about 20m inside the upper tunnel.

"The sequence of the incidents leads to the initial assumption that it resulted from the condition of the local soil and groundwater, which changed the stability and properties of the soil," Mr Gardphajon said. "That caused subsidence which broke a water main that was installed three metres deep.

"Tap water and wastewater compounded the instability of the local soil. Some water emerged and flowed into all channels including an opening between the tunnel and the station.

"The huge pressure of the soil and water mixture, which had become liquid, expanded the opening and finally caused the cave-in," Mr Gardphajon said.

He said the state enterprise and its contractors are now trying to stop the subsidence and restore the usage of the area for the public as well as patients of Vajira Hospital as soon as possible.

The contractor for the section in question is the CKST joint venture, made up of SET-listed Ch. Karnchang Plc and Sino-Thai Engineering and Construction Plc. The latter is controlled by the family of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

The work will be carried out in two phases, Mr Gardphajon said.

The first phase involves restoration of the immediate area of the sinkhole site. Nearly 50,000 sandbags were used to plug the hole between the subway tunnel and the station.

Landfilling will then be done with cement, and then soil or sand. A temporary road surface will then be built to reopen Samsen Road, possibly within two weeks.

The second phase will deal with the restoration of the Purple Line tunnel and station and the repair of affected buildings, including the Samsen police station.

Mr Gardphajon said the MRTA had built underground railways for a decade and had always adhered to standard techniques.

The sinkhole was the "first and special incident" of its kind that had happened at an MRTA project and the agency and experts would thoroughly investigate the causes to prevent a recurrence.

He apologised for the subsidence that had affected local residents and patients of Vajira Hospital. He promised that the MRTA and its contractors would take care of all affected parties.

MRTA Deputy Governor Kittikorn Tanpao said on Thursday that inspection of other subway construction sites is underway though no subsidence nor risks have been detected yet.

Sinkholes are rare in Thailand, where the geology and Bangkok's urban landscape do not usually lead to ground collapses. One of the tunnelling contracts was awarded in 2022 to a joint venture between Ch. Karnchang Pcl and Stecon Group Pcl, according to an MRTA statement. 

Shares of Stecon fell 9% in Bangkok trading, while Ch. Karnchang slumped 7.7%, heading for its biggest loss since June.
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                                Workers were rushing on Thursday to fill the huge sinkhole site on Samsen Road in Bangkok with sandbags and crushed stone to prevent more subsidence and possible collapse of at least one building.
The Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) said the immediate priority was to stop soil and groundwater from moving into the Vajira Hospital station in Dusit district. The station is under construction as part of the Purple Line extension route.

Sandbags were also laid to block rainwater from flowing into the sinkhole, which was about 30 metres wide, 30 metres long and 20 metres deep. Rainwater could cause further subsidence, the MRTA said.

The collapse occurred just after 7am on Wednesday morning when a tunnel housing the subway track caved in, causing the soil above to shift quickly and slide into the underground station. Broken pipes allowed water to pour into the hole, worsening the slide.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt said late Wednesday night at the site that about 50,000 sandbags had already been dumped into the sinkhole to plug the cracked section of the tunnel to stop more soil from flowing in.

Officials assessing the safety of buildings next to the sinkhole said Vajira Hospital is relatively secure because there are underground concrete walls protecting its underground structure.

However, a new and still unused building of the Samsen police station has no such walls. A large amount of soil under the station slid from its foundation and two pillars of the five-storey building disappeared. Officials admitted the structure was at risk of collapse.

About 50 police officers were evacuated from the station, along with residents of about 20 local households.

Bedridden people and elderly residents living near the site were getting help because tapwater supply was cut off when the collapse wrecked the mains. Workers were also hurriedly reconnecting internet cables in the area, including the cables for Vajira Hospital.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said after inspecting the scene on Wednesday that repairs to the tunnel and road would take at least a year.

A major inquiry, headed by the MRTA, would be set up to discover the cause of the incident, he added.

[image: Right: Sandbags were dumped to plug an opening to a subway tunnel in the sinkhole on Samsen Road Wednesday night. Left: Engineers use an instrument to detect the movement of the Samsen Police Station building to assess its collapse risk. (Photos: Bangkok Metropolitan Administration)]
Right: Sandbags were dumped to plug an opening to a subway tunnel in the sinkhole on Samsen Road Wednesday night. Left: Engineers use a laser instrument to detect the movement of the Samsen Police Station building to assess its collapse risk. (Photos: Bangkok Metropolitan Administration)
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A car and soil were sucked into the opened subway tunnel under Samsen Road in Bangkok on Wednesday. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)
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                  House panel probes citizenship bribes                

                MPs face scrutiny over allegations
              

                                The House Committee on Local Administration is investigating allegations of bribery in the citizenship registration process, with a committee member saying there is strong evidence in at least five cases.
Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) MP for Ang Thong, Korrawee Prissananantakul, who chairs the committee, said a committee meeting on Wednesday focused on the process of granting citizenship for those who have lived in Thailand for some time, as well as those born in Thailand, but without citizenship.

The meeting was also attended by the permanent secretary of the interior, the director-general of the Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA) Nirat Phongsitthithawon, the head of the Bureau of Registration Administration (Bora), and the governors of Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai.

Mr Korrawee said complaints were heard about misconduct during the process of requesting citizenship, including a conversation between a citizenship applicant and a state official. The official was purported to have asked for bribe money.

The committee has evidence of a transaction of 30,000 baht, said Mr Korrawee. The money was for "processing" the citizenship application, he said, with 10,000 baht having to be paid upfront. The applicant, according to the evidence, had only 8,000 baht to pay and was in need of another 2,000 baht.

He said four or five similar cases had arisen, and in the past few weeks, the DoPA has sent a team to investigate the allegations, including whether village headmen and district chiefs played a part in collecting bribes.

Officials of higher rank may also be involved, said Mr Korrawee, but granting citizenship can be done at the district level, and the DoPA needs to make sure who is involved.

A cabinet resolution in October 2024 paved the way for nearly half a million migrants who met the requirements to obtain Thai citizenship. Mr Korrawee said the citizenship project born out of that resolution will last until June 2026.

Meanwhile, Mr Nirat, from the DoPA, visited Chiang Mai's Fang district on Tuesday to inspect the implementation of the cabinet resolution on legal status applications.

Local officials reported difficulties due to limited office space and staff shortages, which meant applicants faced delays. The agency has fixed this by obtaining more office tools and hiring more staff to service 100 applicants a day.

In the past three months, 8,200 applicants have obtained citizenship. Nearly 23,000 people are expected to complete the process in the next nine months, said Mr Nirat.

Separately, Fang district chief, Nopparut Suphakitgosol, said the village headman in tambon Mae Kha accused of charging each applicant 4,000 baht for processing has resigned.
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                                The House of Representatives unanimously approved in principle two labour protection bills aimed at improving workers' rights and quality of life.
The House session, chaired by Deputy House Speaker Chalard Khamchuang, on Wednesday considered two bills submitted, one by Charat Khumkhainam, a People's Party MP for Chon Buri, and the other by Wanvipa Maison, a party-list MP from the same party. Both bills were examined concurrently.

Mr Charat said the amendments seek to revise the 1998 Labour Protection Act to update provisions concerning working hours, weekly rest days, and annual leave entitlements.

With over 30 million workers in the labour market facing economic instability, the amendments aim to elevate the overall quality of life for workers, ensure their financial security, uphold human dignity, and enhance workers' bargaining power, aligning with the development of a creative economy.

Mr Charat proposed limiting total weekly working hours to 40, except for hazardous work, which would be capped at 35 hours per week as defined by ministerial regulations.

Employers must provide at least two rest days per week, with no more than five days between them. For annual leave, employees who have worked continuously for at least 120 days in a year are entitled to a minimum of 10 days' paid leave. Employers may grant more or prorate leave for those with less than 120 days.

Mr Charat said reducing working hours can boost economic growth, improve organisational performance, increase employee productivity, and help workers and families achieve better work-life balance.

Ms Wanvipa said the draft amendments focus on main points, including non-discrimination in the workplace and providing a private and secure space equipped for milk storage and breastfeeding or expressing milk at the workplace. The bill also proposes that leave taken due to menstrual pain will not be considered sick leave.

The bill proposed by Mr Charat was approved, with 333 votes in favour, none against, and four abstentions. A special committee comprising 31 members was appointed to consider amendments within 15 days. The bill proposed by Ms Wanvipa was also approved, receiving 329 votes in favour, none against, and two abstentions. A special committee of 39 members has been established to review the bills.
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                Condo and villa sales decline sharply in H1
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                                Phuket's condo and villa market cooled markedly in the first half of 2025, with both new launches and sales contracting by more than 50% from the same period in 2024, after two consecutive years of peak new supply in 2023-24.
Siddhipen Siddharthapong, acting assistant director-general of the Real Estate Information Center (REIC), said Phuket recorded the highest level of new residential supply launches, with an initial peak in 2023, followed by another in 2024.

[image: ]


"Although last year saw record-high sales, the surge in new launches also carried over significant unsold inventory into this year, particularly for condos, which now take up to 28 months to sell out compared with no more than 14 months since the second half of 2022," she said.

Last year, new condo launches reached a record high of 14,454 units, more than doubling the 7,106 units launched in 2023, which was a peak at that point in time.

By comparison, launches tallied 475 in 2022, 439 in 2021 and 685 in 2020.

In the first half of 2025, new condo launches stood at 2,113 units, down 51% from 4,295 units year-on-year.

Sales also fell by 51%, with 2,192 units sold compared with 4,438 units year-on-year.

Although last year recorded the highest number of condos sold at 10,971 units, more than double the 5,007 units sold in 2023 and far exceeding the 2,065 units in 2022, the number of unsold units by the end of June 2025 also reached a new record of 10,466 worth a combined 88 billion baht.

"Developers should exercise greater caution with new condo launches, as the monthly absorption rate has dropped to just 2.9% from 7% last year -- the lowest level post-pandemic," said Ms Siddhipen.

The villa market in the first half of 2025 mirrored the condo trend, with new launches plunging 74% year-on-year to 298 units worth 10.6 billion baht, a 72% decline in value.

New sales also fell 70% to 231 units worth 7.5 billion baht, down 75% from the same period of 2024.

Last year marked a peak for villas, with 1,645 units worth 54.8 billion baht launched -- a new record following two consecutive years of growth and previous peaks: 305 units worth 9.5 billion baht in 2022 and 785 units worth 38 billion baht in 2023.

New villa sales also peaked in 2024, reaching 1,446 units worth 52.7 billion baht, up from 619 units worth 26.5 billion baht in 2023 and just 150 units worth 5.4 billion baht in 2022.

Maetapong Upatising, president of the Phuket Real Estate Association, said residential market performance was closely tied to the tourism industry as strong tourism drives strong residential demand.

"This year, tourism fell due to a decline of Chinese visitors," he said. "Although Russian and Indian tourist arrivals increased, the drop in Chinese arrivals caused an overall decline."

He said the new residential market also plunged partly due to the growth of the resale market in the post-pandemic period.

Some villa and condo owners, who had bought as investment properties, sold them to realise returns.

"The resale market has grown thanks to the decrease in land available for new developments and higher prices of new supply," he added.

He cited market research by Faz Waz, a Thailand-based online real estate group, which showed that the average price of off-plan condos was consistently 50,000-55,000 baht higher per square metre than resale units.

In 2024, off-plan units averaged 121,000 baht per sq m, compared with 68,000 baht for resale units, up from 90,000 and 57,000 baht per sq m, respectively, in 2022.
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                                Typhoon Ragasa has yet to significantly affect tourism in Chiang Mai because it is still low season, with flash floods occurring only in certain areas for a short period, and operators in the area more concerned about the strong baht steering short-haul tourists towards Vietnam.
Earlier this week, the storm caused heavy rain in several regions of Thailand, including the North and Chiang Mai province.

Punlop Saejew, vice-president of the Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, said flooding this year was not as severe as last year's low-season northern floods and should only have a short-term impact.

On Monday, he said flash floods and heavy rain disrupted traffic in the inner city for only a few hours.

Although locals in Mae Chaem district in the outer city were ordered to evacuate from the flood, this area is not a tourism location, as it mainly consists of villages and agricultural farms.

Mr Punlop said there are few tourists visiting mountain locations during the rainy season, while foreign tourists mostly opted for other popular spots, such as Mae Taeng and Mae Rim.

He said tourism operators were promoting travel for the upcoming high season.

Chiang Mai will have new direct flights from Etihad Airways in November, which could help bring more Middle Eastern and European tourists.

However, it was still worrying that many short-haul tourists, who were typically a large market for the province, have slowed down their trips to Thailand due to the strong baht, said Mr Punlop.

Based on discussions with South Korean travel agents, he said the prices for Thailand's tour packages have been expensive compared with Vietnam.

Paisarn Sukjarean, president of the Thai Hotels Association's northern upper chapter, said that even though hotel and living expenses in Chiang Mai are cheaper than Bangkok and Phuket, it is still perceived as more expensive than Vietnam, particularly due to the strong baht.

Mr Paisarn said a four-star hotel in Chiang Mai could cost 10-15% more than that of the same class in Vietnam.

Airports in Vietnam have also heavily discounted airport parking fees for planes, helping to persuade airlines from short-haul markets to open new routes, and allowing cheaper airfares for tourists.

Mr Paisarn said that although Chiang Mai had already seen some forward bookings from the Chinese market for next month's Golden Week holiday, the number could be lower than last year.

Hotels are still expecting over 90% occupancy during Loy Krathong, supported by long-haul tourists and locals.

Mr Paisarn said hotel performance in the fourth quarter should be roughly the same as last year, with an 80% occupancy rate.

Their room rates could not be adjusted due to the strong baht, making tourists view Thailand as pricier than last year, alongside sluggish spending caused by global economic uncertainty.
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                                The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) expects the country to welcome 33.4 million foreign visitors this year, a 6% year-on-year decline attributed to contractions from the Southeast and East Asian markets.
The agency forecasts Thailand will welcome 2.62 million travellers in October, 3.07 million in November and 3.63 million in December.

It predicts that arrivals from East Asia will shrink by 25%, mainly due to a steep fall-off from China, while Southeast Asian arrivals will be down by 8%.

Within East Asia, TAT notes declines in travellers from China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and South Korea, while Japanese arrivals remain resilient, said Rung Kanjanaviroj, executive director of planning at the TAT.

In Southeast Asia, fewer Malaysians have been visiting the country. The authority is monitoring this trend and believes travellers may be shifting to alternative destinations.

Vietnam in particular has been experiencing a tourism boom this year. In the first eight months of 2025, the country recorded nearly 14 million foreign tourist arrivals, an increase of 21.7% from a year earlier.

The good news, says the TAT, is that arrivals from Europe are expected to grow by 15% this year, South Asia, the Americas and Oceania by 8% each, and the Middle East by 4%.
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As the global economy remains challenging, increasing tourism spending per traveller will be difficult, said Ms Rung.

Moreover, Thailand faces intense tourism competition from other countries in the region.

She said tourists are also concerned about travel safety and the ongoing border dispute with Cambodia.

Next year, the TAT expects Thailand will face stronger competition from China, where improved infrastructure makes travel easier for independent travellers, and Vietnam as it develops new man-made attractions at competitive prices.

Strong baht a factor

Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), said the baht appreciating to its highest level against the US dollar in four years has not only harmed Thailand's export industries, but also affected the tourism sector.

The stronger baht has made Thailand less competitive compared with other destinations, as Japan's weak yen and Vietnam's depreciating dong both favour foreign travellers, he said.

Developing man-made attractions is also important, he noted, as China has successfully built such destinations and integrated them with existing points of interest to create comprehensive travel routes.

Mr Kriengkrai encouraged Thailand's tourism industry to embrace sustainable tourism.

If Thailand can tap new markets, the country could eventually attract 70 million foreign visitors a year and tourism revenue could contribute more than 20% of the country's GDP, he said.
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                                Thailand's exports grew at the slowest pace in nearly a year in August due to the impact of US tariffs, which is expected to be more pronounced from September to December, according to the Ministry of Commerce.
In August, export value increased by 5.8% year-on-year to $27.7 billion, while imports surged by 15.8% to $29.7 billion. The last time monthly export growth was this slow was September 2024 when it was 1.1%.

For the first eight months of 2025, exports rose by 13.3% to $223 billion, while imports grew by 11.3% to $225 billion.

[image: ]


The reading for August compared with a forecast 9.5% year-on-year increase in a Reuters poll and followed a rise of 11% in July.

"The growth was the slowest since September last year and means we are starting to see slowing exports to the United States," Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, head of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office, told a press conference.

Prior to the tariffs taking effect on Aug 7, US importers had been stockpiling goods to mitigate risks from higher costs.

Exports in August to the United States, Thailand's largest market, were still up 12.8% from a year earlier, but would slow in the last four months, said Mr Poonpong.

"Export growth could still exceed our full-year target of 2-3% after the 13.3% uptick recorded in the first eight months," he said.

For the last four months of this year, monthly exports are expected to be worth between $24 billion and $24.5 billion.

Mr Poonpong said growth was seen in August in primary markets such as the US, China and Southeast Asia, and in secondary markets South Asia, Africa, Latin America and the UK.

Shipments to China rose 5.9%, ministry data showed.

In terms of product categories, agricultural and agro-industrial product exports fell by 10.7% to $4.25 billion in August.

Moreover, exports of agricultural products declined by 13.6%, the first drop in four months.

He attributed the decline to higher global supply and baht appreciation, which has made Thai agricultural products more expensive than those of competitors.

Rice exports fell 16.9% by volume from a year earlier.

Exports of industrial products rose by 11.2% to $22.7 billion in August.

Mr Poonpong said Thailand exported $1.11 billion worth of gold in August, up 144% year-on-year. Shipments worth $8.73 billion over the first eight months of this year represented growth of 87.7%. The key markets were Switzerland, followed by Cambodia, Laos, Singapore and Hong Kong.

"Thailand exported $198 million worth of gold to Cambodia in August, up 30.4%, and gold exports grew by 28.4% to $2.35 billion in the first eight months. Recognising gold as a safe-haven investment, Cambodians buy gold as a gift for special occasions," Mr Poonpong said.

"Whether this is related to scammers should be a question directed to the agencies directly responsible for this matter."


	Related: US working on more trade deals with Asean nations


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3110065/thailands-export-growth-slows-as-us-tariffs-bite



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      News

      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

      Business

      
        Thai-MECC, IESG, PTTEP, Chevron, PTT, and OSRL jointly conduct offshore oil spill response exercise using a C-130 aircraft
        Thai-MECC, IESG, PTTEP, PTTEP ED, Chevron, OSRL together with more than 25 government and private sector agencies, jointly conducted an oil spill response exercise off the coast of the Gulf of Thailand. The exercise deployed a C-130 aircraft to enhance preparedness for emergency situations, enabling oil spill containment and clean-up operations to be carried out swiftly,...

      

      
        Starbucks $1 billion restructuring to close stores, cut jobs
        NEW YORK --- Starbucks Corporation plans to close stores and eliminate 900 jobs in a $1 billion restructuring effort as the company amps up a turnaround plan under Chief Executive Officer Brian Niccol.

      

      
        Chinese carmaker BYD cuts prices amid falling sales at home
        BEIJING --- Chinese electric vehicle (EV) giant BYD (Build Your Dreams) is offering 10,000 yuan (US$1,403.80) discounts on some variants of its second-generation Qin Plus sedans until the end of 2025, the company said in a social media post on Thursday.

      

      
        Thai household debt surges to four-year high
        Average household debt in Thailand has surged by 22% from a year ago to reach a four-year high of 740,596 baht, according to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).

      

      
        New energy minister watching power bills
        Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to ease the public's financial burden by working with the authorities to keep electricity prices at appropriate levels.

      

      
        Highgate UK Opens First School in Thailand
        As global education standards continue to evolve amid disruption and uncertainty, parents are increasingly seeking flexible solutions that prepare their children to thrive. Thailand's international school landscape has recently welcomed a new entrant, Highgate International School Thailand, created through a collaboration between Highgate UK, with over 450 years of British academic...

      

      
        PM Anutin vows prudence to avoid rating cut
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.

      

      
        Apple asks EU to scrap digital competition law
        BRUSSELS - Apple asked the European Union to scrap its landmark digital competition law on Thursday, arguing that it poses security risks and creates a "worse experience" for consumers.

      

      
        BLS forecasts bourse trade at 1,280-1,300 points in Q4
        The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is projected to trade in a range of 1,280 to 1,300 points in the fourth quarter this year, supported by a modest corporate earnings recovery but capped by lingering political risks, says Bualuang Securities (BLS).

      

      
        Citi insists investor case for Thailand remains solid
        Thailand's economic doldrums will surely be at the top of the policy agenda for the new government, given lagging growth, weak consumer confidence and rising fears that the strong baht will hurt the country's key export and tourism sectors.

      

      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thai-MECC, IESG, PTTEP, Chevron, PTT, and OSRL jointly conduct offshore oil spill response exercise using a C-130 aircraft                

                              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Thai-MECC, IESG, PTTEP, Chevron, PTT, and OSRL jointly conduct offshore oil spill response exercise using a C-130 aircraft]
                      
                                          

                  

                                Thai-MECC, IESG, PTTEP, PTTEP ED, Chevron, OSRL together with more than 25 government and private sector agencies, jointly conducted an oil spill response exercise off the coast of the Gulf of Thailand. The exercise deployed a C-130 aircraft to enhance preparedness for emergency situations, enabling oil spill containment and clean-up operations to be carried out swiftly, appropriately, and safely in accordance with legal and international standards.
This event marked Thailand's first practical oil spill response exercise involving a C-130 aircraft brought in from overseas to support aerial spraying training. The exercise was conducted at U-Tapao Rayong-Pattaya International Airport and the Royal Thai Naval Air Division in Ban Chang District, Rayong Province, between August 25-27, 2025, as part of a broader government and industry-led initiative to strengthen oil spill response readiness. It also fostered a shared understanding among relevant agencies of the necessity of using aircraft for spraying operations, while reinforcing coordination guidelines between domestic and international organizations in mobilizing expertise and specialized equipment. During the drill, freshwater was used instead of actual dispersant and was sprayed over a designated simulation area at sea.

[image: ]

Effective oil spill response at sea requires rapid decision-making, proper method selection, and strong inter-agency coordination to prevent and minimize the spread of oil. Aerial spraying is considered one of the most effective approaches, as it enables quick access to the spill site, facilitates timely containment and clean-up, and allows treatment agents to be applied in appropriate and continuous volumes across wide areas, including locations that are difficult for vessels to reach. This approach helps contain and mitigate oil spread, significantly reducing potential environmental consequences.

[image: ]

In addition to aerial spraying, oil spill response can involve a range of other methods. The choice of approach depends on expert assessment of the oil type and volume, environmental conditions, and operational safety considerations. Common techniques include vessel-based spraying operations, containment booms, skimmers, shoreline protection booms,

and absorbent materials. Each method is applied as appropriate to ensure a safe, effective and timely response.

[image: ]

This C-130 oil spill response exercise was carried out through strong collaboration between more than 25 government and private agencies, both domestic and international, including the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Center (Thai-MECC); the Oil Industry Environmental Safety Group Association (IESG); PTT Exploration and Production Public Company Limited (PTTEP); PTTEP Energy Development Company Limited (PTTEP ED); Chevron Thailand Exploration and Production Limited; PTT Public Company Limited; Oil Spill Response Limited (OSRL); the Royal Thai Navy; the Marine Department; the Department of Mineral Fuels; the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand; the Customs Department; the Pollution Control Department; and the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, among others.

[image: ]

This exercise reflects the commitment of petroleum industry operators to placing the highest priority on safety, upholding responsibility to communities and the environment, and maintaining strict compliance with Thai laws and regulations, as well as international standards.
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                                NEW YORK -- Starbucks Corporation plans to close stores and eliminate 900 jobs in a $1 billion restructuring effort as the company amps up a turnaround plan under Chief Executive Officer Brian Niccol.
The coffee chain, which had about 360,000 global employees last year, said its overall store count in the United States and Canada will drop by 1% to 18,300. After that, it plans to grow the number of stores it operates and refurbish another 1,000 restaurants.

Following a review of its coffeehouses, the company identified several stores where it could not see a path toward profitability and decided to close them. It plans to focus on stores that align with Niccol's plan to make its restaurants a more inviting place to visit. 

"Early results from coffeehouse uplifts show customers visiting more often, staying longer and sharing positive feedback," Niccol said in a letter to employees on Thursday.

The company's shares were little changed in premarket trading. The stock was down 8% as of Wednesday's close, compared with a 13% increase in the S&P 500 Index.

The changes being made still do not "address that their prices have just gotten way too high" for the current competitive and economic environment, Melius Research analyst Jacob Aiken-Phillips said. The turnaround "still a long way to go." 

Niccol, who took the helm a year ago, is attempting to lead a turnaround at the coffee chain after six straight quarters of same-store sales contractions. The plan centres on reviving locations by adding seating and electrical outlets to encourage more visits for longer durations. 

Those changes have yet to make a meaningful dent in the Seattle company's financial performance, and this marks the second round of job cuts under Niccol.

A portion of the closures may affect some of the small pickup stores that only took mobile orders, the company confirmed to Bloomberg News. Other stores in that format will be converted to full-service cafes. These locations were part of previous management's growth strategy.

"That format is done," Aiken-Phillips said of the mobile pickup-only stores. "They're trying to build that whole third place where you can go sit down in the coffee shop."

Most recently, Starbucks reported sales and profit that missed expectations for the fiscal third quarter. The company is also facing increased competition from smaller chains in the US and China, its two largest markets, that are cranking out cheaper beverages to customers at a faster rate.

Starbucks is paring down its menu to reduce drink complexity -- a bid to lessen wait times -- and to make room for new items that better match changing consumer tastes. The cafe operator has increased its sugar-free options and introduced protein-infused beverages as customers seek healthier options.

Analysts and investors, while generally in favour of the changes, have grown wary of the cost and timeline of Niccol's plan. Profitability worsened last quarter due to the investments aimed at revitalising the brand.
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                                BEIJING -- Chinese electric vehicle (EV) giant BYD (Build Your Dreams) is offering 10,000 yuan (US$1,403.80) discounts on some variants of its second-generation Qin Plus sedans until the end of 2025, the company said in a social media post on Thursday.
Qin Plus is among BYD's best-selling models. The new time-limited discounts come after similar discounts announced earlier in September for new versions of BYD's Tang DM-i, Seal 07 DM-i and Qin L EV and a sweeping round of price cuts in May.

The carmaker's business hit a speed bump over recent months, with sales in its home market down for the fourth straight month in August.

Chinese authorities have been cracking down on excessive competition in key sectors including the auto industry, calling for an end to price wars that have bruised automakers, suppliers and dealers.
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                                Average household debt in Thailand has surged by 22% from a year ago to reach a four-year high of 740,596 baht, according to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC).
The survey was conducted from Sept 15-22 and had 1,716 respondents.

Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the university, attributed the increase to emergency expenses, family financial burdens, insufficient income to cover expenses due to a sudden economic emergency, and the rising cost of living.

In addition, he said the share of formal debt has declined, while informal debt has surged compared with the previous year.

This trend indicates tighter credit availability in the formal sector and aligns with data from the Bank of Thailand showing a slowdown in loan growth and an anticipated increase in non-performing loans.

"Banks are reluctant to lend amid the weak economy, pushing more people to loan sharks," Mr Thanavath said.

Mr Thanavath said household debt remains a persistent challenge in Thailand, having surpassed 80% of gross domestic product (GDP) -- the maximum level the Bank of Thailand would like to see -- for the first time in 2013.

Total household debt stood at 87.4% of GDP in the first quarter, easing from 88.4% at the end of 2024 as tighter bank lending and economic growth helped trim the ratio.

Looking at debt types, the survey found 46.8% reported credit card debt, with 40% having housing debt, 37.1% auto debt and the remainder business, personal and education debt, as well as buy now, pay later obligations, which allow consumers to pay for products in small instalments.

Mr Thanavath said most of the credit card debt comes from purchases of electronic devices, durable goods, business expenses, debt repayments, luxury items, education costs, travel, medical expenses and other expenditures.

The survey found that consumers have several solutions for managing insufficient income. For example, 39.9% of respondents said they borrow from various sources, including cash advances from credit cards, loans from banks, finance companies and family members.

In contrast, 32.9% opted to cut back on expenses, while others sought additional income, utilised savings or changed their jobs for higher pay.

Mr Thanavath called on the government to address household debt by introducing measures such as the Khon La Khrueng co-payment scheme to promote consumer spending and stimulate GDP growth.

He said household debt levels could improve if stimulus can help the economy expand by 3-4% next year, compared with an expected 2% this year.

The academic also urged the government to address declining agricultural product prices, especially for rice, and to enhance formal lending in the final quarter to foster job creation and reduce dependence on informal loans.
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                                Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to ease the public's financial burden by working with the authorities to keep electricity prices at appropriate levels.
He said fuel prices tend to increase towards the end of the year, which would increase electricity generation costs.

"We have to study in detail how to manage energy prices so they will not become a burden for people," Mr Auttapol told reporters upon taking office on Thursday.

The former chief executive and president of the national oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, he has extensive knowledge of how the prices of gas -- a key fuel for the country's power generation -- are determined, but he said he needs to study other factors that determine electricity prices.

"What I can assure you is we will not make energy prices a burden for people," said Mr Auttapol.

The current power tariff, applicable from September to December, is 3.94 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), a drop from 3.98 baht, in effect from May to August.

A portion of power bills is collected to reimburse the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) and PTT, which helped the government  keep a lid on electricity prices through price subsidy programmes.

The Energy Regulatory Commission has managed to keep power bills low by extending the period to reimburse Egat and PTT for the billions of baht in debt they accrued because of the subsidies.

Another tool used to reduce electricity prices was a decision by state electricity agencies to claw back their budgets.

This means the budget granted to Egat and the state power distribution agencies -- the Metropolitan Electricity Agency and the Provincial Electricity Agency -- was not used up, allowing them to spend the remainder to subsidise electricity bills.
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                                As global education standards continue to evolve amid disruption and uncertainty, parents are increasingly seeking flexible solutions that prepare their children to thrive. Thailand's international school landscape has recently welcomed a new entrant, Highgate International School Thailand, created through a collaboration between Highgate UK, with over 450 years of British academic excellence, and Thailand's Siam Motor Group whose educational expertise has been cultivated from its most respected music school, Yamaha Music School. Together, they offer students the best of both worlds. 
Academic Rigour Meets Character Development 

The partnership represents a strong commitment to fostering future-ready skills, with advisory board members from England working alongside Thai board members to oversee learning structures and quality standards. 

"We chose to collaborate with Highgate UK because of their outstanding quality of education," said Tanyaporn Phornprapha Tangcravakoon, Chair of the School Board. "Highgate UK, in turn, recognised our six decades of experience in building excellence in music education. With our shared values, namely fostering a love of learning and character building, this partnership is a natural fit. Highgate Thailand is fully committed to upholding the same standards as Highgate UK." 

Highgate UK has long ranked among the top schools in England, regularly recognised in the top 10 for A-Level and IGCSE results. In 2025 alone, 30 students progressed to Oxford and Cambridge, and 90% secured places at Russell Group universities. 

"Teaching professionals are the driving force behind student success," noted the School Board. "Highgate's British School Board recruits educators not only for subject expertise but also for their passion, enthusiasm and ability to unlock each child's potential -- nurturing intellectual and emotional growth." 

[image: ]

Personalised Learning and World-Class Facilities 

Class sizes at Highgate Thailand will be between, with 15 to 22 students per class, with Pre-Prep and Junior levels supported by a dedicated teaching assistant, ensuring every child is seen, heard, and supported.  

The new 70-rai campus in Chon Buri has been designed to world-class standards, featuring dedicated facilities for arts, music, sports and STEM education. Highlights include a FIFA-standard football pitch, an Olympic-sized swimming pool, a performing arts centre with a 450-seat auditorium, a black box theatre, and a cutting-edge STEM building equipped with laboratories for AI and robotics. 

Tanyaporn, herself a former boarding school student, envisions developing a boarding section at Highgate Thailand, instilling discipline, independence and community spirit. The lush, green setting will also promote hands-on outdoor learning and holistic development. For aspiring athletes, the school's location offers access to four golf courses, with students in the golf programme benefiting from LPGA-standard training facilities. 

"Learning is a lifelong journey. Choosing the right school is an investment for the future," Tanyaporn emphasised. 

[image: Highgate UK Opens First School in Thailand ]

Building a Community from the Ground Up 

The school's first semester begins in August 2026, with children aged 2-11 already welcomed as founding families at Highgate Thailand Visitor Centre at the Dr Thaworn Phornprapha Hall of Fame in Chon Buri. From 2027, Highgate Thailand will also open its Senior School & Sixth Form, welcoming students aged 12 and above. Parents have had the opportunity to meet Head of School Ben Keeling and Head of Junior School Jo Smith, who are providing families with valuable insights that will help shape the school's community and culture well before the first day of class. 

"Parents are the key pillar in supporting schools, teachers and children," Tanyaporn added. "When our goals are aligned, students grow with emotional strength, leading to academic success." 

Towards Global Recognition 

Within five years, the school aims to secure international accreditations, including British Schools Overseas (BSO), and membership in the Federation of British International Schools in Asia (FOBISIA). The long-term goal is to cultivate responsible global citizens equipped to navigate an increasingly complex world.

[image: ]

"Above all, we hope that our students will embody a sense of responsible global citizenship as they grow up," concluded Tanyaporn. This long-term vision is at the heart of Highgate's guiding motto: "Together, we learn beyond boundaries." 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact highgateschoolthailand.com or Facebook: Highgate International School Thailand. 
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says he will look to build confidence in Thailand's economy following an outlook downgrade by Fitch Ratings.
"The outlook downgrade stems from past factors," Mr Anutin told reporters after a meeting with the Federation of Thai Capital Market Organizations (Fetco) at the Stock Exchange of Thailand building on Thursday.

"Now we are aware of this and will work to build confidence so that they will revise it upward.

"We will implement prudent economic policies to prevent any deterioration in the country's debt burden," he added. "We will take all steps needed to avoid any further cut in the country's credit rating."

Fitch on Wednesday revised Thailand's outlook to negative from stable, citing increasing risks to public finances amid ongoing political uncertainty.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, also speaking at the Fetco meeting, said the country needs to take heed of what the ratings agency said.

"We must take Fitch's warning seriously. Fiscal discipline is crucial," he told reporters.

"The economic policy will be announced soon, but the core directive from the Prime Minister is to ensure rapid recovery and long-term focus."

Mr Ekniti said every policy using public funding must deliver value for money.

He said the government would demonstrate to ratings agencies its commitment to strengthening fiscal governance.

Mr Anutin said there would be an emphasis on good governance, with clear disclosure of project costs, expected benefits and outcomes to ensure transparency.

Fitch's negative outlook does not mean an imminent crisis, but it is a warning signal that if Thailand does not present a clear fiscal plan, confidence will be hit, Deputy Finance Minister Vorapak Tanyawong wrote on his Facebook page.

Southeast Asia's second-largest economy is projected to expand by 1.8% to 2.3% this year, with a slowdown expected in the second half of 2025 due to the impact of US tariffs.

Thailand's economy grew by only 2.5% last year, lagging regional peers.

Mr Anutin's pledge to call elections within four months could lead to near-term spending pressures and will add to policy uncertainty, Fitch said. The four-month timeframe was a condition set by the opposition People's Party, the largest in parliament, for its support.

If the schedule holds, an election would take place around mid- to late March, likely followed by weeks of haggling to form a government. The result would be more delays in both fiscal disbursement and drafting of the budget for the 2027 fiscal year.

Thailand's sovereign ratings from S&P, Moody's and Fitch have stayed a few notches above speculative grade in recent years, despite a surge in public debt from fiscal stimulus to support the Covid-stricken economy.

A sluggish post-pandemic recovery has strained public finances, prompting the government to lift the statutory public-debt ceiling to 70% of gross domestic product. It stood at 64.5% at the end of July, according to official data.

Mr Ekniti also confirmed that the revival of the Khon La Khrueng co-payment stimulus scheme would go to the cabinet in early October and that it should begin later that month.

While he did not disclose the project's exact size, he confirmed funding would come from the existing budget, without increasing the fiscal deficit.

Regarding the goal of reducing the budget deficit to no more than 3% of GDP, as recommended by the Fiscal Policy Office, Mr Ekniti said fiscal health cannot be viewed only in the short term.

"In reading Fitch's and Moody's assessments, the key message is transparency in assumptions. You can state a deficit target of 3%, or even 2%, but the real issue is whether it can actually be achieved and how it will be done," he said.

"The target of keeping the deficit below 3% of GDP remains a long-term goal for the government, as well as enhancing the revenue-generating capacity of state agencies without needing to amend laws."
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                                BRUSSELS - Apple asked the European Union to scrap its landmark digital competition law on Thursday, arguing that it poses security risks and creates a "worse experience" for consumers.
The US tech giant and the EU have repeatedly locked horns over the bloc's Digital Markets Act (DMA), which Brussels says seeks to make the digital sector in the 27-nation bloc fairer and more open.

"The DMA should be repealed while a more appropriate fit for purpose legislative instrument is put in place," Apple said in a formal submission to the European Commission as part of a consultation on the law.

The latest clash came as President Donald Trump sought to pressure the EU over decisions and laws affecting US Big Tech -- with key industry figures including Apple chief Tim Cook moving closer to the White House since Trump's return to power.

"It's become clear that the DMA is leading to a worse experience for Apple users in the EU," the tech giant said in a blog post accompanying its submission. "It's exposing them to new risks, and disrupting the simple, seamless way their Apple products work together."

Pushing for wholesale reform of the law if it is not repealed, Apple suggested enforcement "should be undertaken by an independent European agency" rather than the commission, the EU's executive arm and digital watchdog.

The DMA challenges Apple's closed ecosystem, but Brussels argues that it is necessary to do so to level the playing field for Apple's rivals and avoid unfair market domination.

The law tells Big Tech firms what they can and cannot do on their platforms. For example, companies must offer choice screens for web browsers and search engines to give users more options.

Violations of the DMA can lead to hefty fines.

Brussels in April slapped a 500-million-euro ($590-million) fine on Apple under the DMA, which the company has appealed.

Delays for EU users

Apple says dangers are posed when Europeans can download app marketplaces that rival its App Store.

The giant also cites an increasing number of complaints from users about DMA-related changes but has not provided exact figures.

It argued in its 25-page submission that the EU's law had forced it to delay new features in the bloc.

For example, Apple has not yet rolled out "live translation" -- which allows consumers to choose another language to hear via AirPods in their ears.

The technology was launched this month in the United States but Apple says it must undertake further engineering work to ensure users' privacy in the EU.

Under the DMA, companies including Apple must make sure their products can work seamlessly with third-party devices such as earphones.

The commission said it was "normal" that companies sometimes needed more time to make sure their products were in line with the new law and that it was helping them comply.

DMA enforcement began in March 2024 and the EU's consultation on the first review of the law ended just before midnight on Wednesday.

Independently from the digital rules, Apple has faced the heat under different EU competition rules. Brussels slapped it with a 1.8-billion-euro fine in March 2024.
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is projected to trade in a range of 1,280 to 1,300 points in the fourth quarter this year, supported by a modest corporate earnings recovery but capped by lingering political risks, says Bualuang Securities (BLS).
The brokerage set a 2026 SET index target of 1,440 points, citing a global economic rebound, but advised investors to diversify their portfolios into overseas equities to mitigate domestic uncertainty.

Chaiyaporn Nompitakcharoen, managing director for the non-institutional broking group at BLS, said listed companies' earnings per share are anticipated at 89-90 baht in 2025 before rising to 96-97 baht next year.

Thai equities could benefit from clearer signs of global trade recovery and stronger cross-border transactions.

However, the biggest risk remains domestic politics, particularly the outcome of the March 2026 elections and the composition of the new cabinet, he said.

"Political risk is crucial next year," Mr Chaiyaporn said. "It depends on whether the cabinet lineup gains public acceptance. A key structural issue is household debt. If this can be resolved, banks will be more willing to extend credit, and economic mechanisms will function more normally."

BLS supports the continuation of the "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment programme because it has proven effective in increasing liquidity across the economy.

Thai GDP is forecast to expand just 1.4% in 2025 before accelerating to 2.5-2.8% next year, well below Southeast Asian peers.

"Compared with Vietnam, we are falling behind," he said. "Vietnam has clear infrastructure investment plans such as deep-sea ports, high-speed trains and data centres that will raise incomes and purchasing power over the next five years."

Vietnam's stable politics, regulatory reforms and ongoing free trade negotiations will also attract more foreign direct investment, said Mr Chaiyaporn.

"Thailand should not overlook its neighbours. Investors should diversify into countries like Vietnam, which may graduate from a frontier market to MSCI Emerging Market status within two years," he said.

BLS expects the US Federal Reserve to cut rates once more this year, following the first cut in over a year earlier this month, and another three times in 2026. That could pressure foreign capital to continuously flow out of Thailand.

Foreign investors are likely to take profits from bonds, benefiting both from falling yields and currency gains as the baht strengthens, said Mr Chaiyaporn.

Despite this, the improving global cycle should lift Thailand's exports, particularly in electronics, offering selective opportunities for investors who diversify and balance risks carefully, he said.

SECTOR OUTLOOK

BLS forecasts increasing investment in data centres will boost electricity demand, benefiting power producers. In petrochemicals, upstream players may gain as global supply tightens, lifting prices even as crude oil prices could soften 5-7%.

Electronics exports are likely to rebound in early 2026, led by demand from tech industries in South Korea and Taiwan.

The brokerage recommends KCE Electronics and Hana Microelectronics, while Delta Electronics remains attractive but relatively expensive.

In the real estate sector, property developers face challenges with bank financing as rejection rates exceed 50%, despite underlying demand. This poses risks to a sector deeply linked to the domestic supply chain.

Regarding the tourism industry, continued policy support is needed to maintain momentum, said BLS.

The brokerage sees artificial intelligence and advanced technology as a key investment theme, with global companies committing significant capital over 1-3 years.

Chinese tech companies are forecast to deliver 15-20% earnings growth, compared with only 6% annually for Thai equities.

To capture growth the firm recommends a portfolio allocation of 40% international equities, including 10-15% in Chinese tech via depositary receipts linked to exchange-traded funds, alongside US and Vietnamese stocks.

Roughly 10% of the portfolio should be Thai equities and the remainder is recommended for bonds and gold to stabilise returns, said Mr Chaiyaporn.
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                                Thailand's economic doldrums will surely be at the top of the policy agenda for the new government, given lagging growth, weak consumer confidence and rising fears that the strong baht will hurt the country's key export and tourism sectors.
However, Sue Lee, managing director and head of markets for Asia South at Citi, argues such pessimism might be short-sighted.

"The investment thesis for Thailand remains very solid in terms of attractiveness for manufacturing, given the existing infrastructure and the country's strategic geopolitical location," she told the Bangkok Post.

And while uncertainties over US trade policies have certainly rattled business sentiment for much of the year, the announcement on Aug 1 by the White House that US tariff rates for Thai goods would be cut to 19%, in line with Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia, has levelled the playing field, Ms Lee said.

"In terms of tariff rates for Southeast Asian countries -- they are mostly aligned. There's no disadvantage in Thailand," she said.

To the contrary, for foreign investors seeking tactical opportunities in emerging markets, Thailand's dovish bias and strong baht are themes that "cannot be ignored", said Ms Lee.

Citi forecasts Thai GDP growth of 2.2% this year and 1.6% in 2026. The National Economic and Social Development Council last month raised its forecast for 2025 growth to 2%, up from 1.8% earlier.

Earlier this month PTT Global Chemical successfully raised $1.1 billion in a dollar-denominated subordinated perpetual securities issue, the largest ever in the region. The issue was oversubscribed over eight times, with Citi a joint bookrunner and lead manager along with five other leading global banks.

Ms Lee said there has been a strong uptick in client activity and investor interest across the region over the past several months.

"If you think about the years after the pandemic, it was really just waiting for the US to cut rates further so that Asia could follow. Emerging market Asia interest was very low," she said.

"This year, contrary to what we saw at the beginning of the year when US exceptionalism was the only topic in town, there has been a reversal of that narrative and a lot more interest in emerging market Asia."

Ms Lee said while 2025 has been "volatile and uncertain", market turbulence has driven significant demand for derivatives, structured rates and other investment and risk management solutions.

For Citi, she said the theme going into 2026 looks to be more of the same as companies are likely to remain cautious about geopolitical uncertainties while continuing to diversify supply chains and manage market risk.

Ms Lee said 2026 will likely see greater clarity and evolution in the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) and cryptocurrencies in financial services.

Earlier this month Citi announced it would begin piloting new agentic capabilities within its AI platform Citi Stylus Workspaces to automate complex workflows more efficiently.

While AI plays a critical role in financial services, particularly in execution, she said a relationship manager will always have a role in advising clients.

"Take advice on investment portfolio allocation. We've actually added more investment portfolio advisors because clients really want customised solutions," said Ms Lee.

That personal touch is central to Citi's corporate culture, not just in Asia but across the globe, she said.

"We are not there to just push product. We are here to connect clients with our global network and advisory that is not short-term," said Ms Lee.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/investment/3110478/citi-insists-investor-case-for-thailand-remains-solid



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Opinion

      
        Pheu Thai must move on
        Weeks have passed since the People's Party (PP) threw its support behind Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul's premiership bid.

      

      
        Renminbi debt in a dollar-denominated world
        When governments borrow on international markets, they do so overwhelmingly in US dollars. Roughly two-thirds of international debt issuance is denominated in foreign currencies, of which nearly half is in dollars and about 40% is in euros. The rest is spread across other currencies, including the Chinese renminbi.

      

      
        Symbolic acts won't create a real Palestine
        Ten more countries are recognising Palestine as a sovereign state in the course of this week. That brings the total up from 147 to 157. It's a big deal to an extent because for the first time it includes quite a few big, rich Western countries (France, the UK, Canada and Australia). But it is not unified, and it still controls no territory.

      

      
        When 'cute' takes on another meaning
        Polcasan captivates fans with his playfulness. In a video, despite his gibberish rapping, the youngest star earns a big cheer. He dispenses touches, hugs, and waves. When he bounces, shakes his butt, and caresses his belly, his movement arouses an irresistible urge to cuddle. He appears in a wide range of activities, from shows and fan meetings to advertisements. In only a year and a half, he...

      

      
        Clean Air Bill offers hope
        Parliament is reportedly set to deliberate the Clean Air Bill today. The scrutiny will be the third and final reading -- jointly conducted by MPs and senators in both houses. If passed immediately, the long-awaited clean air legislation will take effect this year.

      

      
        Polycrisis merits renewed ethos
        In 1999, one of us (Morin) introduced the term "polycrisis" to describe the web of interconnected catastrophes threatening our world. At the time, the concept was meant to serve as a warning, but it has since become our reality. We are facing a confluence of escalating ecological, political, economic, technological, and existential crises, each of which is reinforcing the others.

      

      
        Keeping universal healthcare strong
        For 23 years, Thailand's universal healthcare scheme, better known as the "gold card", has protected millions from financial ruin, a remarkable achievement that has earned worldwide praise. Yet, the system is not perfect.

      

      
        Climate week fanfare hides the poverty gap
        As world leaders converge on New York for the UN General Assembly and Climate Week, two incompatible visions are about to clash: rich-world elites obsessed with climate change versus developing nations battling poverty, hunger, and disease.

      

      
        Immigration Bureau faces new scrutiny
        The Police Immigration Bureau (IB) is fuming over a Reuters documentary-style interactive graphic report based on interviews with nine people who had allegedly been trafficked to scam centres in Myanmar between 2022 and 2025.

      

      
        UN assembly opens amidst wars, other woes
        Presidents, prime ministers, kings and potentates are converging on New York for the United Nations General Assembly session. The upcoming General Debate, starting today, will bring together a cast of thousands of delegates for 10 days.

      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Pheu Thai must move on								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
													
												
												[image: Pheu Thai must move on]
											
																					

									

																Weeks have passed since the People's Party (PP) threw its support behind Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul's premiership bid.
Yet Pheu Thai still cannot let go of its anguish and continues to hold grudges against the PP, ruling out the chance of the two parties working together in opposition. The former ruling party said it'd rather work independently as it counters the government. This is a disappointment.

The PP backed Bhumjaithai rather than rival coalition suitor Pheu Thai, after the downfall of Paetongtarn Shinawatra at the end of last month over the controversy regarding her leaked phone call with Cambodia strongman Hun Sen. Yet the PP and Pheu Thai, the two largest parties in parliament, are united by their anti-junta stance and their being victimised by harsh lawfare tactics employed by their enemies which resulted in a series of party dissolutions, with their leaders banned from politics.

Those mutual interests came under strain two years ago when Pheu Thai formed a government with the military-leaning parties amid speculation of a deal between the party and the Old Guard. According to rumour, a deal was made in which Pheu Thai's spiritual leader Thaksin Shinawatra was able to return to Thailand from self-imposed exile abroad, in exchange for his efforts to suppress the People's Party, then known as the Move Forward Party. But the MFP was the biggest poll winner, and the rest is history.

In the latest turn of events, the wind now blows in the PP's direction.

Despite its support for Mr Anutin, the PP refuses to join the Bhumjaithai-led coalition. The party vows to scrutinise the Anutin government through parliamentary debate and other mechanisms.

More importantly, its support comes with a set of conditions for Bhumjaithai, such as an early House dissolution to pave the way for next election, and amending Section 256 of the charter to enable an easier charter rewrite process. Bhumjaithai is also prohibited from interfering in the investigation of the Khao Kradong land dispute and the case concerning irregularities in the last Senate election.

Nursing its grudge against the People's Party, a number of key Pheu Thai figures have lashed out at its alliance with Bhumjaithai, which, they say, stems from PP's lack of political experience, or naivety.

Pheu Thai heavyweight Phumtham Wechayachai even labelled the PP as the "children's party", calling for its head, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, to resign as opposition bloc leader.

Pheu Thai even tried to wage a lawfare attack of its own against the People's Party, alleging the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) between Bhumjaithai and the PP breaches the charter. The skirmishing is likely to continue during the next election campaign. The PP and Pheu Thai won first and second place the last time the country went to the polls.

Pheu Thai knows too well it faces a bleak political future, having performed poorly since taking office in 2023. Most of its flagship policies, the digital wallet, for instance, flopped. The Shinawatra family's personal ties with Cambodia have also complicated the Thai-Cambodian border conflict which drags on to this day.

Pheu Thai must stop acting like a crybaby and move on, fulfil its lawmakers' task to keep the government in check, scrutinise the public administration and pass good laws. After all, the country must come first.
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																When governments borrow on international markets, they do so overwhelmingly in US dollars. Roughly two-thirds of international debt issuance is denominated in foreign currencies, of which nearly half is in dollars and about 40% is in euros. The rest is spread across other currencies, including the Chinese renminbi.
While borrowing in hard currency is especially important for developing countries, many advanced economies also benefit from tapping deeper, more liquid markets and a broader pool of investors.

Thus, in the aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis, when US interest rates hovered near zero, dollar-denominated borrowing was particularly attractive, despite the risk that cheap money could encourage overborrowing and excessive leverage. By contrast, US firms and the federal government have long had the privilege of borrowing abroad almost exclusively in their own currency, insulating them from exchange-rate risk.

But now that US policy interest rates are in the 4.25-4.5% range, borrowing in dollars is relatively less appealing than it once was. Add to this the growing perception of the dollar serving as a geopolitical lever in an increasingly fractured world economy, and it is no surprise that some developing countries are experimenting with alternatives.

With China's benchmark policy rate set at around 1.4%, renminbi-denominated debt offers better terms, leading highly indebted countries like Kenya and Sri Lanka to turn to renminbi-denominated loans to ease their debt-service burdens.

Still, this shift remains marginal. In the first quarter of 2025, only about 1% of international debt issuance was denominated in renminbi, up from 0.5% a decade ago. Clearly, the dollar is not yet under serious threat.

For China, though, the stakes of dollar dominance are high. As the world's largest bilateral creditor and the single largest official source of international development finance, it has extended an estimated US$1.5 trillion in overseas loans. While other creditors such as Singapore also lend in US dollars, the sheer scale of China's dollar lending is unprecedented.

True, much of China's dollar lending reflects its vast dollar reserves, accumulated through years of current-account surpluses, as well as the renminbi's limited international usage and liquidity. China conducts at least half its trade in dollars, rather than in its own currency - quite an anomaly for the world's second-largest economy and leading exporter.

But such large-scale dollar-denominated trading and lending is burdensome for China. When lending in dollars, China needs to ensure that the returns at least match those on comparable dollar assets, like US Treasuries, while also mitigating currency/transfer, credit, market, and compliance risks.

Moreover, borrowers face their own difficulties, since repaying in a foreign currency requires securing dollars, regardless of whether their export earnings are in dollars. If their access to foreign exchange dwindles, default risk increases.

To manage such risks, Chinese lenders, particularly state-owned banks, usually impose collateral requirements, non-concessional interest rates, shorter maturities, management fees, guarantees, and credit insurance policies.

Borrowers also bear additional costs linked to the renminbi's limited international liquidity, though these costs are often offset when China offers more favourable interest rates.

Crucially, most of China's lending -- from the official sector and other organisations -- goes to developing countries, including financially fragile states that together owe approximately 80% of the outstanding debt China holds. For these countries, contractual loan conditions and currency choices directly affect debt sustainability.

Their decision to borrow in renminbi, rather than in dollars, is therefore less about challenging the greenback's global dominance and more about navigating the trade-off between reducing borrowing costs in the short term and managing long-term repayment risks.

This dynamic recalls earlier episodes of shifts in global finance. Just as the dollar gradually displaced sterling's global dominance, the renminbi's incremental rise reflects both changing economic conditions and growing geopolitical ambitions. But unlike past transitions, this one is unfolding in a more fragmented global economy, where borrowers' vulnerabilities are front and centre.

As the renminbi's role in global finance continues to expand -- even if at the desultory pace set by Chinese policymakers -- its use in development lending will almost inevitably increase.

This shift will reflect both economic pragmatism and China's ambition to consolidate its role as a central player in development finance.

The question, then, is whether the gradual internationalisation of the renminbi can reconcile China's strategic objectives with the urgent need for sustainable finance in the developing world.

This intersection between development finance and the emergence of a new global currency could shape the future of the international monetary system, even if the dollar is not dethroned. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Paola Subacchi is Professor and Chair in Sovereign Debt and Finance at Sciences Po.
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																Ten more countries are recognising Palestine as a sovereign state in the course of this week. That brings the total up from 147 to 157. It's a big deal to an extent because for the first time it includes quite a few big, rich Western countries (France, the UK, Canada and Australia). But it is not unified, and it still controls no territory.
The cascade of recognitions at the UN General Assembly's annual session in New York is pure gesture politics. What drives it is belated sympathy for the Palestinians as they face a disaster even worse than the naqba (catastrophe) that drove most Palestinians out of what is now legally the State of Israel in 1948.

The new naqba got underway last week, with the big Israeli offensive to drive all the surviving Palestinians in the Gaza Strip down to a tiny southwest corner, far too small to accommodate the Strip's surviving two million people even in the most miserable conditions. There, they will be offered free trips into exile with enough money to start anew, nowhere near their homeland.

The governments of the countries that are now offering token recognition to a purely virtual Palestinian state know very well what Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu intends.

They suspect that he will then exploit violent reactions by the three million Palestinians in the occupied West Bank to expel them as well and complete the conquest of all of Palestine.

They know all this, but they dare not try to stop it so long as Donald Trump maintains his support for the present Israeli government. The Palestinian state is probably about to become even more virtual, in the sense that hardly any Palestinians will still live there.

It all feels inevitable now, but once it wasn't. There was a time when the 'two-state solution' was quite possible. All that it required was a real Palestinian state -- and it was Arabs, not Israelis, who sabotaged that possibility.

Palestine fell into British hands when the victors carved up the Middle East after World War I. During the war, Britain had promised to create a "Jewish homeland" in Palestine to attract financial support from wealthy Zionists. Afterwards, it found itself caught between the anxieties of the resident Arab majority and the ambitions of would-be Zionist immigrants.

By 1948, the British Empire was crumbling, Palestine's Jewish population had soared, and they were demanding independence. In fact, Jewish terrorists were killing British soldiers. The war-weary British dumped the problem in the lap of the UN, which decided Palestine must be partitioned into two states.

The history is complicated, but the salient fact is that sovereign states were offered to both the Jews and the Arabs in 1948.

It was a more or less equal division, about 50-50, and the Israelis (as they would now be called) accepted at once. Why not? Their population had grown, and they were now one-third of the total population, and they got half of the good land.

The Palestinians, for equally obvious reasons, rejected it. They assumed they would win in a war, although they had no army and hardly any arms themselves. The armies of much bigger Arab countries around them -- Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq -- would do the fighting and "drive the Jews into the sea".

The Arab armies lost, of course. All those countries were just emerging from British or French colonial rule, and the main job of their armies was holding the local peasantry down. They were easily defeated by the Israelis, who ended up holding five-sixths of the country.

The other one-sixth was what we now call the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, which gave shelter to most of the Palestinian refugees driven out by the Israelis. No Palestinian government had been formed, so the decisions stayed in the hands of Jordan (the West Bank) and Egypt (Gaza). And this was when the Great Mistake was made.

Neither Egypt nor Jordan showed any interest in using that remaining land as the base for the Palestinian state that the UN had already authorised. Instead, Jordan simply annexed the West Bank, and Egypt did nothing useful in Gaza.

Both those areas were conquered by Israel in the 1967 war, so Palestine might now have a government-in-exile if that war had also happened on the alternate timeline.

But nothing could be as bad as the fate Palestinians face now. No actual state has been erased from the map by violence since 1945, but virtual doesn't count for much.
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																Polcasan captivates fans with his playfulness. In a video, despite his gibberish rapping, the youngest star earns a big cheer. He dispenses touches, hugs, and waves. When he bounces, shakes his butt, and caresses his belly, his movement arouses an irresistible urge to cuddle. He appears in a wide range of activities, from shows and fan meetings to advertisements. In only a year and a half, he has drawn a huge following, with over 222,000 followers on Instagram.
Polcasan is not a human being -- he is a bear-orca mascot.

Wearing a fluffy costume, the hybrid is recognisable by its striking colours. The white bear has the orca's triangular dorsal fin and a puffy fountain of breath. In 2024, Tawan Vihokratana (Tay) and Thitipoom Techaapaikhun (New), actors from GMMTV who are paired in Boys' Love (BL) productions, designed the still character for their fandom, called Polca. Early this year, they brought what they refer to as their baby to life.

Polcasan and his friends are the brainchild of GMMTV that is riding a mass obsession with cuteness.

In recent months, adorable characters, especially Butterbear, have caused a sensation. Labubu has taken over bags for girls and women. With its meteoric rise to fame, Moo Deng, a baby pygmy hippo, has been featured in international media outlets like the New York Times. An ever-expanding phenomenon, though concentrated in the US and Japan, has spawned global hits, like Hello Kitty, Pikachu, and Mickey Mouse.

When it comes to Polcasan and his friends, I shall regard them as the "gayby", a term some use for children with gay or lesbian parents, although male couples in BL do not identify themselves as gay.

Fascination with fluffy characters is more than regression to the utopia of innocent childhood, an infantile escapade from today's woes, and fulfillment of consumer desire, though it can be all these things.

Instead, cute mascots challenge the heteronormative media landscape by increasing the visibility of queerness and diverse forms of family.

Conceptually, cute and queer work towards disrupting hierarchical ways of thinking about identity. In his book The Power of Cute, Simon May, visiting professor of philosophy at King's College London, argues that cute is "a teasing expression of the uncertainty, the uncanniness, the continuous flux or becoming".

It is characterised by "unpindownability" in gender, species, and age. From my point of view, this goes with queer theory that, with its root as a joke, challenges the binary model of sex, gender, and sexual desire.

Gayby mascots are a hallmark of fluidity. In terms of gender, while some exhibit sex and gender markers, others are gender-neutral, androgynous, or indeterminate.

In terms of species, most of them are hybrids, but they are raised as human babies, who can speak and display anthropomorphic personalities, such as being playful, naughty, and cunning. In terms of the body, they are reconfigured as entities whose boundaries are porous.

Let's take a look at Polcasan. In the first draft, he had a tail, not two legs. Tawan drew the lower half of the character's body like Ariel in The Little Mermaid, who exchanges her tail for two legs. Polcasan is an example of those living with modified bodies. Consider Avocean, a character for the fandom of Jitaraphol Potiwihok (Jimmy) and Tawinan Anukoolprasert (Sea). An avocado-dog hybrid with a deformed ear is a multispecies creature in a differently abled body.

These cute characters not only unsettle dichotomies but also call into question the exclusive status of the human. By doing so, they undertake the post-humanist project -- a radical rethink of species uniqueness -- but in a playful way.

The creation of gayby mascots for two male idols, known as khu jin (imaginary couple), is part of staged homoeroticism. BL producers train handsome young men and pair them in series. When they switch off the fictional world, fans continue to revel in their camaraderie. Designed to fulfil the homoerotic fantasy, cuddly mascots are a commercial novelty that sustains the production of queer affect.

These characters can raise awareness about diverse forms of family. A basic unit of society is biologically tied to a union between a man and a woman. For gender-diverse couples, however, it is a matter of choice.

In Thailand, with the Marriage Equality Bill, they are allowed to adopt children. Efforts are also underway to legalise surrogacy. These characters help increase the visibility of queer families in a subtle manner.

Why does cuteness work? Citing a couple of cultural theorists, May explains that it cultivates "nurturing and self-giving instincts".

For example, Joshua Paul Dale said it is an "invitation to sociality" in the orbit of a loveable other. Gary Sherman and Jonathan Haidt view responses to cuteness as a moral expression of "concern for the welfare of others".

Mass obsession with cute is more than an escapade -- it affirms queerness without taking it seriously.
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																Parliament is reportedly set to deliberate the Clean Air Bill today. The scrutiny will be the third and final reading -- jointly conducted by MPs and senators in both houses. If passed immediately, the long-awaited clean air legislation will take effect this year.
The conundrum is not whether the country will ever get the legislation, but whether the crucial economic instrument known as the Clean Air Fund will be included or removed. The Clean Air Bill is a combination of seven draft versions -- five submitted by political parties, one by the government, and the other, dubbed the citizens' version, prepared by the Thailand Clean Air Network (ThaiCAN), a civic group.

The establishment of the Clean Air Fund has been included and advocated by some political parties, and a version was submitted by ThaiCAN. Lest we forget, the campaign to pass the Clean Air Act was initiated by ThaiCAN in 2021 when the PM2.5 pollution crisis in Chiang Mai and northern provinces hit a critical level. Later, governments and political parties proposed their own versions.

Essentially, the final draft treats clean air as a basic human right guaranteed by the constitution, and provides medical treatment at state hospitals and compensation to those affected by air pollution. The bill will establish governing bodies and mechanisms for enforcing the law and imposing penalties on all sources of air pollution, including industry, transportation, forestry, agriculture, urbanisation, and transboundary haze.

This bill utilises economic instruments, such as tax incentives, to encourage business sectors to adopt clean energy and reduce open burning. In the people's version, the Clean Air Fund is highlighted as an economic instrument to support policies, activities and collaborative efforts in curbing air pollution. Money from the fund, contributed by taxes from polluting sectors, will be used to support communities in fighting lawsuits or provide incentives for businesses to transition to clean technology.

It is still a let-down that last month, a Lower House committee that scrutinised this bill's first and second readings reportedly removed Section 6 relating to the Clean Air Fund. It is hoped that our parliamentarians bring back this vital provision in this final reading.

Thailand has several laws to regulate air pollution, including the Environmental Act 1992, factory laws, and public health legislation. Yet these laws cannot tackle air pollution and provide remedies to affected groups quickly enough because they centre on command and control.

Indeed, there is a clear example that economic and financial incentives can help polluters change their behaviour. Look no further than the sugar cane industry, which several years ago provided additional funds for suppliers that did not use the burning method to cut the sugarcane.

Of course, there are still polluters, yet the National Sugar Board insists on using this financial incentive to help the domestic sugar industry become sustainable. The Clean Air Fund might be a valuable carrot with which to entice farmers and rubbish tips from burning off unwanted organic masses before the stick needs to come out again.

Thailand, and those who have suffered the worst from air pollution-related ailments, have been waiting a long time for this legislation. Parliament would be doing the country a great service by passing a law that affects real change, not just rolling out another paper tiger.
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																In 1999, one of us (Morin) introduced the term "polycrisis" to describe the web of interconnected catastrophes threatening our world. At the time, the concept was meant to serve as a warning, but it has since become our reality. We are facing a confluence of escalating ecological, political, economic, technological, and existential crises, each of which is reinforcing the others.
The polycrisis is best understood as a cascade: a tangle of intertwined non-linear causes and ripple effects. Climate change leads to human displacement and forced migration, which fuels xenophobia and nationalism, weakening global cooperation and further accelerating ecological collapse. Economic inequality erodes trust, fuelling authoritarianism and violence. Technological innovation offers solutions, but also causes new problems: fractured communities, destabilised work patterns, and distorted public discourse. The Covid-19 pandemic, new wars, growing mental-health crises, and democratic backsliding are not isolated phenomena, but rather symptoms of a deeper systemic rupture.

To grapple with so much complexity, we must first reject reductive thinking. Our institutions, divided by rigid disciplines and linear cause-and-effect models, are no longer fit for purpose. We need an approach that acknowledges networks and relationships, accepts contradictions, and recognises the limits of our understanding; one that combines critical rigour with creative intuition, and scientific clarity with poetic vision. We must meet complexity with humility, not denial.

We also need something deeper: a new perspective that centres on our shared humanity. Call it Renewed Humanism. Born during the Renaissance, Humanism put dignity at the heart of artistic and intellectual pursuits. But as the Enlightenment advanced the values of reason, liberty, equality, and progress, Humanism lost its way, elevating the individual over the planet, justifying colonial conquest and ceaseless commodification, and erasing the spiritual dimension from our shared consciousness.

A Renewed Humanism would reclaim the value of humility. It would ground dignity in relationality, recognising that every person is bound to all others in a shared community. It would operate globally, encouraging ecological prudence, spiritual dialogue, and cultural diversity. It would not reject science, but it would ground the scientific disciplines in a shared ethics. It would not view technology with fear, but it would steer innovation proactively.

The point is not to retreat into nostalgia, but to open new paths to the future. Today's environmental crises, democratic decline, and erosion of meaning are not obstacles; they are opportunities to redefine what it means to be human together.

This is not naive optimism. Our hope is firmly grounded in an awareness of humanity's current predicament. As Vaclav Havel wrote, "hope is not the conviction that something will turn out well but the certainty that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out". Even in the face of darkness, we can bring the light, because Humanist values are embedded in human nature itself. These include an appreciation for complexity, interdependence, dignity, the responsibilities that accompany freedom, mutual understanding, spirituality, a politics of civilisation, and an integral ecology.

Rather than fight those who act destructively, we should dissent with love. We must embrace them, trusting that every human being holds the potential to arrive at Humanist values. We can already see this awakening around the world, especially among young people. They are using the tools at their disposal to advocate for climate justice, preserve indigenous wisdom, build feminist economies, practice regenerative agriculture, and foster interfaith dialogue. By rejecting the false dichotomies between reason and emotion, analysis and empathy, humanity and nature, they embody a Renewed Humanism.

The polycrisis cannot be addressed with isolated measures or slogans. It demands cultural and ethical metamorphosis, a rebirth of collective consciousness, institutions, and values. That is why we are deeply encouraged by the launch of the World Humanism Forum, an intergenerational gathering of thinkers, dreamers, leaders, and wisdom-keepers. Rather than simply lamenting the risks we face, they will ask what it means to be human in a wounded world, and what we can repair, reimagine, and rekindle.

Though we will not arrive at definitive answers, we can at least consider the same questions. For example, how can we ground education in curiosity and compassion? How can we build economies that affirm life rather than exploit it? And which stories can we tell to reconnect humans with the natural environment?

In a world that has privileged technical rationality over emotional depth, reclaiming the passions is a source of strength. We need to muster the courage to let others' suffering move us. Emotion and reason are not enemies. When they are integrated, the combination is far more powerful than either on its own.

We won't overcome the polycrisis without multilateralism, but nor can we maintain the technocratic approach that has dominated global gatherings. We need a humanistic multilateralism that is inclusive and built on trust and shared responsibility. Climate action must go beyond finance and science. Reducing emissions is not enough. We must regenerate ecosystems.

Renewed Humanism will not solve everything, but it will give us a compass. We must learn to care for the world. That means embracing complexity and reclaiming the best of what makes us human. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Edgar Morin is a leading French philosopher and sociologist. Among his many books are 'On Complexity', 'The Method', and 'The Imaginary Man'. Claudio Pedretti is Founder and Chair of the World Humanism Forum and author of the forthcoming 'Dear Edgar: A Renewed Humanism' (2026).
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																For 23 years, Thailand's universal healthcare scheme, better known as the "gold card", has protected millions from financial ruin, a remarkable achievement that has earned worldwide praise. Yet, the system is not perfect.
Since 2002, the gold card has been more than public health. It symbolises the effort to build a fair and accessible healthcare system for everyone. For a country marked with stark inequality, it is a crucial lifeline that ensures illness does not drive families into debt, bankruptcy, or preventable death.

The National Health Security Office (NHSO) runs the scheme. First known as the "30-baht system", it has won global recognition for universal coverage and gained praise for its reach, quality of care, and better overall public health outcomes, as well as its ability to manage budgets for service providers.

But the hurdles are hurdles that will undermine this healthcare system.

Thailand is ageing fast. Chronic illnesses are on the rise, while new pandemics such as Covid-19 can bring healthcare systems down to their knees. In terms of policies, the health care system must deal with uncertainties -- government policies keep shifting, and the cost of medical technology climbs higher every year.

That said, despite its success, the NHSO cannot afford to be complacent. It needs to tighten how it manages services and money -- and do so openly. Efficiency and integrity are vital. They build public trust and justify any calls for expansion and future funding.

To see how well the system is coping, the TDRI research team looked at the NHSO through the lens of "3Es": Execution, Evidence, and Efficiency. In plain terms, we asked: Are plans put into action? Are decisions guided by solid data? And are resources -- money, staff, and time -- used wisely?

Our study also followed the World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines, drawing on meeting records, NHSO and the Ministry of Public Health databases, as well as interviews with board members, staff, service providers, and patients. We found both strengths worth praising and areas for improvement.

Governance gap

While the NHSO board and subcommittees have broad authority, their structure lacks proper checks and balances as required by the 2002 National Health Security Act.

Some members serve multiple overlapping terms across committees, which slows down decisions on which services and benefits should be included in the gold card package. Meanwhile, a systematic, transparent assessment of the cost-effectiveness and impact of each benefit is still missing.

Although the NHSO publishes information required by law, some data remains hard to access, incomplete, or poorly organised. Board and subcommittee members come from different sectors to ensure diversity, yet the public's voice is still small compared with other groups. Of course, there is a positive side; the NHSO excels at listening to public input and has strong safeguards against conflicts of interest.

Although the NHSO's operation follows the National Health Security Act and the NHSO Act, different legal interpretations often cause tensions between service providers and the public.

Some board members have managed to stay on longer than the law really intended. At the same time, regional subcommittees -- those closest to the people -- have little say in shaping policy.

Money matters

Budget management is a constant headache. More than half the subcommittee members also sit on the main board. This overlap leads to the same proposals getting reviewed again and again.

The result? Wasted time, duplication, and inefficiency.

Meanwhile, funding sources and calculation steps are rarely shared publicly. Budget allocations to regions and service units also lack clear rules and transparency.

To the NHSO's credit, money for health services is usually disbursed quickly. But delays still occur with outpatient funds, special case services, and health promotion and prevention funds.

Meantime, spending sometimes exceeds approved budgets. And although the NHSO procurement system is relatively efficient, incomplete paperwork is still a problem since many projects still lack essential documents.

Public voice

Public input is essential, and the NHSO offers several ways for people to file complaints. However, many vulnerable groups -- such as the elderly, low-income families, and rural residents -- don't know how to file them. Those who do often must follow up multiple times through the hotline 1330.

Still, urgent complaints are handled quickly, and cases involving treatment standards, wrongful billing, or denied gold card services are managed very well.

Data, health results

Data security is strong. The NHSO has a reliable system and a goldmine of information. Yet, there is no clear policy on how to use or share data for policymaking and the public good. Research using NHSO data rarely matches NHSO policy priorities. And so far, the database has not been linked with other agencies to shape broader public health strategies.

When it comes to health results, it's undeniable that the gold card has made a huge difference. The public is getting effective treatment, and services like HIV care and long-term support for the elderly and disabled have proved to be worth every baht, saving money for families and giving them dignity.

Kidney patients tell a more complex story. Dialysis is costly, with social returns below breakeven, but it extends lives and relieves families of impossible financial burdens. Without the gold card, most could never afford it.

Overall, universal healthcare has allowed millions -- especially the poor -- to see doctors, get medicine, and stay healthy without falling into debt. It's no small achievement. But gaps remain due to gross disparity in the country.

Rich people still enjoy easier access and often better treatment, yet they tend to use their entitlements less and report lower satisfaction with the scheme, possibly because they can afford care privately. Treatment outcomes are worse in some urban areas (Central region), likely due to capacity constraints in handling the high number of service users.

The way forward

The big question is: What must be changed?

First, governance. Any potential conflicts of interest among board members should be made public. Budgets, from planning to allocations, must be fully released so people can see where their tax money goes.

Second, data. The NHSO should put its database to use -- whether by revising benefit packages based on complaints, or by measuring the costs and impacts of disclosure to protect patients' privacy while making information useful for policymaking.

Third, structure. Rules must be amended to limit board terms and prevent monopolies of power. Regional subcommittees should be given stronger voices in shaping policy from the ground up.

Fourth, budgets. Health benefits must be based on solid evidence. The duplication caused by overlapping board and subcommittee roles should be cut, with regional committees taking more responsibility for reviewing proposals.

Finally, spending. Technology should be upgraded to match reimbursement rules and cut errors in transaction checks. The law should also be revised to allow more flexibility in emergencies, so money can be allocated and spent quickly, fairly, and transparently -- for patients' benefit above all else.

A pillar to build on

Over the past two decades, the NHSO has been a pillar providing health security to the majority of Thais. It has made strong progress in providing and expanding free health services. By doing so, it has become an important element to bridge inequality.

For a firmer footing, the NHSO needs to increase transparency of boards and subcommittees, in budget planning and allocation, and in sharing data for public benefit.

The NHSO has proved its worth by protecting the majority of Thais from debt and despair. Fixing its weaknesses now will not only strengthen public confidence but also increase organisational efficiency to ensure that this lifeline continues to serve future generations.

Amanee Hamu, Thongchai Napim, Manatchaya Chuyingsakultip, and Kullaporn Unnanon, The Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																As world leaders converge on New York for the UN General Assembly and Climate Week, two incompatible visions are about to clash: rich-world elites obsessed with climate change versus developing nations battling poverty, hunger, and disease.
Unfortunately, even trillions of dollars spent on traditional climate policy can only deliver tiny benefits, whereas just billions of dollars of simple, proven policies can transform lives, alleviate poverty, promote health, and boost resilience. This chasm highlights why most of the world often perceives rich virtue-signalling elites as disconnected from reality.

Climate activists will flood New York, ignoring decades of failed summits. Since 1992's Rio Earth Summit, the renewable share of global energy has risen just two percentage points from 12% to 14%, despite the world spending over $14 trillion (445 trillion baht) mostly in subsidies. On current trends, it will take another 400 years to get all-renewable. The UN's 2024 Emissions Gap Report shows that even if all unconditional pledges are fully implemented, emissions in 2030 would still be about 19% higher than 2019 levels. Yet, in New York, we can expect fanfare for bolder, costlier promises, blind to their economic toll and puny impact.

Last year, the world spent over $2 trillion on climate policies. By 2050, net-zero will cost an impossible $27 trillion every year across the century. This will choke growth, spike energy costs, and hit the poor hardest, and still, that climate policy will deliver only 17 cents back on the dollar.

Meanwhile, mere billions of dollars could save millions of lives. There is no glitzy "Maternal and Newborn Care Week" in New York to draw celebrity advocacy power, yet 260,000 mothers and 2.3 million newborns die annually. Simple interventions -- like $5 neonatal resuscitation for birth asphyxia -- could avert 166,000 maternal and 1.2 million infant deaths for $2.1 billion.

And there's so much that we could do. For $1.7 billion, we could extend childhood vaccines to save 500,000 kids annually, yielding $100 per dollar. Another $1.1 billion would fight malaria, avoiding 200,000 deaths for $48 back to society on every dollar.

Contrast this with climate policies' huge costs and paltry returns. Net-zero pledges could end up devouring entire national budgets. If, as is realistic, only rich countries end up carrying through these promises, the cost could reach $5,000-20,000 per person per year. This is unaffordable and implausible.

Yet, the impact is trivial, even when using the UN's own climate model to see the difference between the current policies of the rich world and achieving net-zero by 2050. The difference in global temperature will be unmeasurable in 2050, and even by 2100 will be a trivial 0.1C. This is because most emissions will come from China, India, and Africa, which are understandably prioritising poverty alleviation via cheap energy.

Climate campaigners claim that the end of the world is near. But in reality, meta-studies by climate economists analysing the impacts of climate change find that unchecked warming would cut GDP by 2-3% by mid-century -- very far from Armageddon.

The solution to climate change is not making energy ever more unaffordable and unreliable. Instead, it is energy innovation. The world needs to boost green R&D spending, which is far too low. This spending will be much more affordable than current climate policies. It will also accelerate breakthroughs that will make green energy cheaper than fossil fuels, making the shift possible for all, not just for wealthy elites.

Increasing incomes and opportunities for the world's poorer nations is not only incredibly good by itself -- delivering better nutrition, more health, and less hardship. Lifting people out of poverty also means they become less vulnerable and more resilient towards climate challenges.

The important global choice really is whether to first focus on the most efficient policies to tackle the world's most urgent problems of disease, hunger and poverty, or the climate concern of the world's rich. Climate Week will simply echo the same failed script. Meanwhile, just a tiny fraction of the ill-spent climate trillions could be spent smartly to tackle humanity's deadliest foes. Developing nations aren't able to wait around for rich-world theatrics. They need energy, food, and health now.

After 30 years of a narrow climate focus taking primacy over all the world's other challenges, it is time to pivot. But sadly, at Climate Week, the spectacle of amplifying unattainable targets will drown out all else.
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																The Police Immigration Bureau (IB) is fuming over a Reuters documentary-style interactive graphic report based on interviews with nine people who had allegedly been trafficked to scam centres in Myanmar between 2022 and 2025.
The report, published on Sept 18, accuses IB staff at Suvarnabhumi airport of handing foreign nationals over to groups involved in call centre gangs operating in Myawaddy in Myanmar.

Pol Maj Gen Cherngron Rimpadee, commander of Immigration Division 2, has stated that the report's information is inaccurate and fictional.

Following the publication of the report, the Royal Thai Police (RTP) conducted reviews of foreign entries in November 2024 and did not find the Ethiopian man who matched "Oly", who had allegedly been kidnapped and was the main subject of the Reuters report.

But such a review is not enough. The best way for the government and the RTP to address negative press is to counter it with a substantive counter-probe.

Moreover, instead of outright denials, leaders in the government and RTP should take criticism as a warning sign or view it as valuable information that can help address such matters and any suspected rot within its ranks.

The Reuters report has again turned a much-needed spotlight on the role of Thai immigration police.

In this respect, it is not overstating matters to say that the IB's performance has much room for improvement.

Not a month goes by without reports about smuggled foreigners from neighbouring countries who managed to cross the border and travel to work in the capital or even down south.

What is so interesting about the IB is that they rarely get probed or held accountable for trafficking cases by the government itself.

Except for controversial cases such as the discovery of a mass grave of Rohingya in 2015, in which senior soldiers, local police and local politicians were arrested for human trafficking, most investigations of human trafficking often end with small fish being caught, such as drivers, brokers, and not the masterminds or officials involved.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who also serves as interior minister, must tackle the problem.

Lest we forget, early this year, before he was expelled from the Pheu Thai coalition, Mr Anutin officially floated the idea of shifting immigration work from RTP.

Now it is time for the government to undertake such reformative measures.

Under the proposal, all state agencies under other agencies, such as IB, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the department that handles political refugees in the National Security Council, the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, which handles human trafficking, will move to work under a new department under the Interior Ministry.

This idea may need further refinement, but the concept of reforming IB strikes a resonant note.

Without significant reform to turn the IB into a modern, efficient and accountable workforce, trafficking or even bad press will never go away.
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																Presidents, prime ministers, kings and potentates are converging on New York for the United Nations General Assembly session. The upcoming General Debate, starting today, will bring together a cast of thousands of delegates for 10 days.
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres describes the session as the "World Cup of diplomacy." Yet he adds, "But this cannot be about scoring points; it must be about solving problems. There is too much at stake."

This being the organisation's 80th anniversary, the commemorations will be leavened with a touch of gloom rather than gala celebrations. The global situation is beset with wars such as Ukraine and Gaza, humanitarian crises such as Sudan, Haiti and Congo, as well as simmering conflicts in a dozen far-flung regions such as Yemen, Myanmar, and Lebanon.

Then there's trying to rebuild and foster a daunting democratic transition in places like Syria, still swamped by millions of displaced persons and refugees.

As more than 150 heads of state and government converge at the meeting, the General Assembly's president, Annalena Baerbock, a former German foreign minister, describes the mood with a slogan "Better Together", alluding to the need to pursue "Dialogue and Diplomacy."

In her opening address to the assembly, Ms Baerbock stated, "This is not a normal session. We stand at a crossroads, a make-or-break moment. Eight decades of progress and setbacks, of achievement and failure, of renewal and resolve, have brought us here."

Starting today, Brazil traditionally leads off the debate, followed by the US, which will see an address by President Donald Trump, the King of Jordan, and South Korea's new president. Later in the day, France, Poland and Morocco will speak, among others. Daily sessions start at 9am and go until at least 9pm.

The ongoing war in Ukraine still shadows the session and remains a focus for the US, Canada and the European states. However, as many diplomats privately assert, the long-anticipated cease-fire is unlikely to occur anytime soon.

The perpetual shadow of Palestine hangs over the session in so many ways. Though the State of Palestine holds only observer status, not full membership, at the world body, and though over 140 countries have recognised Palestine, the US is holding firm and has blocked the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and his team from visiting New York. Nonetheless, Mr Abbas will address the session via video link to support the so-called two-state solution.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky returns, as does Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, to restate the positions of the Kyiv and Moscow governments, respectively. The president of the Islamic Republic of Iran joins Syria's new chief of state, as well as Argentina's colourful President Javier Milei, and Israel's Benjamin Netanyahu at the session.

Significantly for the United States, on the eve of the assembly session, the US Senate voted to confirm former national security advisor Mike Waltz as US ambassador to the UN. For months, the Waltz nomination was bottled up in the Foreign Relations Committee in Washington, DC, leaving the administration without a sitting ambassador. Finally, the Senate voted 47 to 43 to confirm Mr Waltz for the US permanent representative to the UN. He has since presented his credentials to the secretary general.

And the budget cuts? The US has justifiably played hardball with the UN over cutting the funding of the garishly biased UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in Palestine, given widespread concerns over the group's anti-Israel agenda.

The UN's regular budget, based on the assessment of member states, has seen cuts in funding as well as financial withholding. A cash crunch clouds the organisation. The UN has finally agreed to massive budget cuts. The $3.8 billion (121 billion baht) budget for 2025 has been cut by $576 million to $3.2 billion! By the way, the entire UN regular budget is equal to about 10% of this year's New York City education budget.

For New Yorkers, the annual UN Assembly Session is best known for traffic chaos, closed streets and speeding motorcades with black Secret Service vehicles guarding tinted-glass limousines.

Yet within the UN's cavernous headquarters on the East River, debates, meetings on the margins of the assembly, and ambassadorial glad-handing in discreet sessions will dominate what is dubbed "high-level week". There's a turbulent ride ahead.

John J Metzler is a UN correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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        YouTube Works Awards 2025 celebrates Thai creativity that drives real business results
        YouTube has crowned the most impactful and creative campaigns in Thailand at the YouTube Works Awards 2025, spotlighting how brands and creators are turning views into value. The awards reaffirm YouTube's position as the No.1 platform for return on investment (ROI), delivering 2.9x higher ROI than TV and 1.6x more than other social platforms.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Sept 25-Oct 1
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Kimmel scores decade-high ratings amid Trump fight
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									YouTube Works Awards 2025 celebrates Thai creativity that drives real business results

									
								

									YouTube has crowned the most impactful and creative campaigns in Thailand at the YouTube Works Awards 2025, spotlighting how brands and creators are turning views into value. The awards reaffirm YouTube's position as the No.1 platform for return on investment (ROI), delivering 2.9x higher ROI than TV and 1.6x more than other social platforms.
									[image: ]

With 92% of Thais using YouTube to dive deeper into topics they care about, and 88% trusting creators' opinions more than on any other platform, the message is clear: trust drives action. From Shorts to long-form content on connected TVs, YouTube is where culture, commerce and creativity collide.

Sapna Chadha, Vice President of Southeast Asia and South Asia Frontier at Google, said YouTube is "all things, all in one place," offering brands unmatched opportunities to connect with audiences across formats and devices.
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Video commerce is booming in Thailand, with shopping-related watch time up 400% in a year. YouTube Shopping, launched with Shopee, is reshaping how Thais discover and buy products through trusted creators.

Mukpim Anantachai, Head of YouTube Partnerships for Thailand and Vietnam, said successful brands are co-creating with creators, not just advertising. "They're building authentic content that moves viewers from watching to buying."
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Unilever's Sopon Gaethong added, "YouTube is not just a video platform--it's a business platform. Our campaigns have seen 7x higher completion views and significant ad recall lifts."The big winner? Netflix's Squid Game Season 2 campaign, which took home the "Best of Thailand" award. All winners now advance to the Southeast Asia stage, with regional champions to be announced in Manila on Oct 7.

Celebrating Excellence: YouTube Works Awards Thailand 2025

Selected by a distinguished panel of industry experts, YouTube Works Awards Thailand 2025 winning campaigns showcase a new creative playbook based on multi-format storytelling, authentic brand-creator collaboration, and a full-funnel approach that transforms engagement into long-term business impact. Netflix, Squid Game Season 2 campaign took home the "Best of Thailand" award.

[image: ]
I-DAC team.
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									New movies out this week: Sept 25-Oct 1

									Narit Yuvaboon makes his directorial debut with 'Tee Yod 3'
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

The Strangers: Chapter 2

Directed by Renny Harlin.

Who's in it? 

Madelaine Petsch, Gabriel Basso and Richard Brake.

What's it about? 

On the final day of their cross-country road trip, a couple's vehicle breaks down, forcing them to take refuge in a remote Airbnb. As night falls, three masked strangers terrorize them until dawn.

Why watch it? 

Harlin simultaneously filmed all three films of this trilogy. The producer explained that the lead star would film scenes for the first film in the morning and scenes for the second in the afternoon, commuting to many different locations for filming several times a day.

[image: ]

Tha Rae: The Exorcist

Directed by Taweewat Wantha.

Who's in it? 

Phiravich Attachitsataporn, Nichaphat Chatchaipholrat and Jirayu Tangsrisuk.

What's it about?

In Thailand's largest Catholic village, Tha Rae, a demon returns after forty years, possessing a former priest and spreading terror. Traditional exorcism fails, forcing a by-the-book priest and a rogue shaman to join forces.

Why watch it? 

Thai supernatural horror film.

[image: ]

Gekijo-ban Chenso Man Reze-hen (Chainsaw Man - The Movie: Reze Arc)

Directed by Tatsuya Yoshihara.

Who's in it?

The voices of Kikunosuke Toya, Tomori Kusunoki and Shogo Sakata.

What's it about? 

Denji became "Chainsaw Man", a boy with a devil's heart, and is now part of Special Division 4's devil hunters. After a date with Makima, the woman of his dreams, Denji takes shelter from the rain. There he meets Reze, a girl who works in a cafe.

Why watch it? 

A sequel to Chainsaw Man (2022).

[image: ]

Osiris

Directed by William Kaufman.

Who's in it?

Max Martini, Linda Hamilton and Brianna Hildebrand.

What's it about?

Special Forces commandos are abducted mid-operation by a mysterious spacecraft and, upon awakening, find themselves prey to a relentless alien race in a fight for survival.

Why watch it?

Max Martini and Michael Irby both starred in the TV Show 'The Unit'.

[image: ]

One Battle After Another

Directed by Paul Thomas Anderson.

Who's in it? 

Leonardo DiCaprio, Sean Penn and Benicio Del Toro.

What's it about? 

When their evil enemy resurfaces after 16 years, a group of ex-revolutionaries reunite to rescue one of their own's daughter.

Why watch it? 

Anderson's most expensive film yet, with a reported US$110 million budget, despite Anderson's highest-grossing film There Will Be Blood (2007) making only $76 million upon release. Warner Bros. executives pointed towards DiCaprio being a box office draw for Anderson to have that sort of budget.
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Mads

Directed by David Moreau

Who's in it?

Lucille Guillaume, Laurie Pavy and Milton Riche.

What's it about?

A teenager stops off to see his dealer to test a new drug before heading off for a night of partying. On the way home, he picks up an injured woman and the night takes a surreal turn.

Why watch it?

Filmed in one long tracking shot with no breaks.



Premieres on Sept 26

[image: ]

The Cliche

Directed by Chadchawal Wisawabumrungchai.

Who's in it? 

Itkron Pungkiatrussamee, Atitaya Tribudarak and Sanya Kunakorn.

What's it about? 

After vandalising a production company, a content creator must settle a lawsuit by working for its owner... directing soap operas he can't stand.

Why watch it? 

For the cliches.
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Kygo: Back At The Bowl

Directed by Sam Wrench.

Who's in it? 

Kygo and Justin Jesso.

What's it about? 

A star-studded live concert at the Hollywood Bowl showcases Kygo's biggest hits, with special performances by Ryan Tedder, Ava Max, Zara Larsson and more during his record-breaking global tour.
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Skinnamarink

Directed by Kyle Edward Ball.

Who's in it?

Lucas Paul, Dali Rose Tetreault and Ross Paul.

What's it about?

Two children wake up in the middle of the night to find their father is missing, and all the windows and doors in their home have vanished.

Why watch it?

Ball stated that he spelled the movie's name slightly differently than the song the movie is named after so kids wouldn't accidentally find his movie when searching for the song.



Premieres on Sept 27
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Sirat

Directed by Oliver Laxe. 

Who's in it?

Sergi Lopez, Bruno Nunez Arjona and Stefania Gadda.

What's it about? 

A father, accompanied by his son, goes looking for his missing daughter in North Africa.

Why watch it?

Inspired by the Islamic concept of the Sirat Bridge, the movie uses the vast desert landscape to explore themes of loss, grief and spirituality as the characters confront themselves and a collapsing world.



Premieres on Oct 1
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Tee Yod 3 (Death Whisperer 3)

Directed by Narit Yuvaboon.

Who's in it? 

Mim Rattawadee Wongthong, Nadech Kugimiya and Jelilcha Kapaun.

What's it about?  

Twenty-five years after a tragedy, Yak, who after successfully defeating the black-suited ghost at the end of Part 2, sets out on another journey to find his youngest sister, who was kidnapped by a strange cult. This causes him and his partner, Sergeant Paphan to break into a fearsome, cursed village.

Why watch it? 

The Thai supernatural horror film is Yuvaboon's first directorial feature. He is also a producer and replaces Taweewat Wanta, the director of the first 2 parts, who withdrew. 

[image: ]

BTS 2019 Speak Yourself London Remastered

Who's in it?

Suga, J-Hope, Jung Kook, RM, Jin, Jimin and V. 

What's it about?

This historic night marked BTS as the first Korean act to headline London's Wembley Stadium.

[image: ]

BTS 2021 Muster Sowoozoo Remastered

Who's in it?

Suga, J-Hope, Jung Kook, RM, Jin, Jimin and V.

What's it about?

A two-day, online fan club event held on June 13-14, 2021, celebrating the group's 8th anniversary. Named after the Korean title for their song "Mikrokosmos", the event featured a special outdoor, festival-like performance with 15 songs and was streamed to a global audience. 

[image: ]

Enhypen Vr Concert: Immersion

Who's in it? 

Enhypen

What's it about?

A groundbreaking VR concert experience launching worldwide.
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									Kimmel scores decade-high ratings amid Trump fight

									
								

									HOLLYWOOD - Late-night host Jimmy Kimmel had his biggest audience in a decade when he returned to US TV screens a week after pressure from Donald Trump's government resulted in him being forced off the air, Disney said on Wednesday.
									The comedian was benched by the entertainment giant's ABC network after officials threatened to yank broadcast licences, purportedly over comments Kimmel made in the wake of the assassination of right-wing activist Charlie Kirk.

But after a public outcry and complaints from usually reliable Trump allies that this was a government attempt to chill free speech, the suspension was reversed and Kimmel was back on the air on Tuesday, delivering a biting monologue attacking censorship.

"A government threat to silence a comedian the president doesn't like is anti-American," Kimmel told viewers.

"The president of the United States made it very clear he wants to see me and the hundreds of people who work here fired from our jobs. Our leader celebrates Americans losing their livelihoods because he can't take a joke."

Early figures showed more than six million people tuned in to the broadcast, even as the show remained unavailable to almost a quarter of American households because of a boycott by companies that own local TV stations, Disney said.

By comparison, Jimmy Kimmel Live drew an average of 1.42 million viewers across its full 2024-25 season -- meaning the audience increased more than threefold Tuesday.

It was the show's best performance in 10 years, Disney added. A further 26 million people watched Tuesday's monologue on social media, it said.

Trump, who frequently complains about negative media coverage and regularly targets Kimmel and other late-night comedians with invective, had celebrated when he was taken off the air, calling it "Great news for America."

Before the show's return, Trump told reporters Kimmel had "no talent... he had no ratings."

"Well," quipped Kimmel on Tuesday night's show. "I do tonight."

"He tried did his best to cancel me. Instead, he forced millions of people to watch the show. That backfired bigly," he added to wild studio applause.
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									Jackson Wang's latest tour kicks off in Bangkok

									
								

									Although Jackson Wang is known as a member of K-pop sensation GOT7, his solo career has also been a significant success.
									In 2019, Wang released his debut solo album, Mirror, which ranked number 32 on the US Billboard 200. His second album, Magic Man (2022), ranked number 15 on the US Billboard 200 and his third album, Magic Man 2 (2025) ranked number 13. He also performed solo at Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival three years in a row -- 2022-2024.

Although Wang gained recognition globally, he revealed he experienced an identity crisis. To figure out who he was, Wang decided to put his career on hold for a year after his Magic Man World Tour.

Wang recently returned with the album Magic Man 2, which is the result of his inner reflection. He shares his inner journey throughout the album that is divided into four chapters -- Chapter 1: Manic highs; Chapter 2: Loosing control; Chapter 3: Realisation; and Chapter 4: Acceptance.

Bangkok will be the first stop for Wang's second world tour. Organised by iMe Thailand, "Magic Man 2 World Tour 2025-2026 In Bangkok: Presented By Galaxy Resorts Thailand" will take place at Impact Arena on Oct 3 and 4.

According to Wang, the performance concept is sincerity and honesty. Audiences will feel engaged to his performance as if they are watching a stage play.

All tickets are sold out.

For more information, visit Facebook and TikTok @imethailand.
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									Thai vocalists to perform royal compositions at charity concert

									
								

									Thai vocalists will join hands to perform royal compositions during "Royal Jazz For The Chaipattana Foundation Volume 2", which will take place at SX Grand Plenary Hall, ground floor of Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Saturday at 7pm.
									Following the success of the first charity concert held four months earlier to mark the 70th birthday of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, which raised over 4.4 million baht, this second show is presented by ThaiBev in collaboration with many organisations to raise more funds for the foundation.

Once again, Mahidol University Jazz Big Band will return to perform 23 songs composed by HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great. The programme includes Somewhere Somehow, I Never Dream, Love In Spring, Dream Of Love Dream Of You, Love At Sundown, Oh I Say, Candlelight Blues, HM Blues and Still On My Mind.

They will be rendered in Thai and English by leading vocalists and musicians including Nop Ponchamni, Radklao Amratisha, Gam Wichayanee, Suveera Boonrod, Syd Vethaka, Koh Mr Saxman, Bird Ekachai, Vietrio and opera singer Palang Rocksilp. Also joining will be Wattana Children's Chorus.

Presented throughout the show to add a sense of aesthetics will be a valuable collection of photos taken by the late king and his daughter during their visits to royal development projects.

There will also be a special zone featuring an exhibition recounting the background and work of Chaipattana Foundation, an art exhibition and PatPat booth offering products from the foundation.

Tickets cost 1,000, 2,000, 2,500 and 3,500 baht and can be purchased from thaiticketmajor.com.
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									Gourmet Market and DIT  join hands to support farmers

									
								

									Over 80 premium products by Thai farmers and small-scale producers are presented at special prices during "DIT x Gourmet Market Farmers Grow Together" at Gourmet Market, ground floor of Paragon, Rama I Road, until Sept 29.
									Held in collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce's Department of Internal Trade, the campaign aims to provide a dedicated platform to support local farmers and entrepreneurs, alleviating market oversupply and connecting consumers with high-quality agricultural products sourced directly from local communities.

Highlight items include award-winning varieties of hom mali rice -- Hom Mali 105 from Na Khun Ta Narong Rice brand (Ubon Ratchathani province); Organic Hom Mali Nakhon Phanom (Nakhon Phanom); Tra Chang Chumphon Hom Mali (Surin); Udon Hom Mali from the Huay Tad Kha Community Rice Enterprise (Udon Thani); and Brown Hom Mali from Mae Or community (Chiang Rai).

[image: Gourmet Market and DIT  join hands to support farmers]


Among the fresh and processed fruits on offer are authentic aromatic coconuts from Ratchaburi, Golden Phu Lae pineapples from Chiang Rai and snow longan juice with premium dried longan topping from Lamphun.

Also expect to see premium meats and seafood such as Lanna beef from Chiang Rai; NVK beef from Nakhon Ratchasima; speciality beef skewers, northern sausage and sun-dried beef from Buri Ram; BBQ turkey and turkey spring rolls from Ratchaburi; and cooked and frozen shrimp from Samut Sakhon.

Also available are Otop products and artisanal handicrafts from SMEs and community enterprises nationwide.

Visit facebook.com/GourmetMarketThailand.
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									Kanori's fifth branch at Siam Paragon

									Premium hand rolls to be savoured one by one
								

									Following four branches at prime locations of Bangkok, hand-rolled sushi specialist Kanori opens its fifth outpost on the ground floor of Siam Paragon's North Zone. The quieter part of the floor where all the fancy restaurants gather, away from the busy kiosks and stalls.   
									[image: ]

The Kobkulsuwan restuaranteur siblings -- Panitan "Benz", Paniti "Boat", and Pavitra "Plane" -- aim to satiate deep-pocketed clientele with their biggest (and most ambitious) branch yet, covering 151m2 across three zones.

[image: ]
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The storefront has a communal table for those who want to enjoy their pre-made rolls casually and don't mind tearing off plastic wraps themselves. A DIY dining, if you will.

The other two zones, which have a minimalistic yet inviting vibe, are for those who want to enjoy sushi rolls prepared by the chefs before their eyes.

[image: ]

The semi-private zone features four nooks where groups of six to eight can dine around a small bar manned by one chef.

[image: ]

The counter bar zone at the back of the restaurant is where hand rolls are served over a long bar with 15 seats. The Siam Paragon branch has also rolled out (pun very intended) a new set to mark its opening.

[image: ]

"Kanori The Fifth" starts with Crispy ikura, a palatable pairing between salmon roe and rich cream cheese with a crispy seaweed for contrast. 

[image: ]

Spicy crab impresses with its delicate meat and slightly spicy ponzu sauce that has a refreshing hint of yuzu. 

[image: ]

Otoro bomb, the set's highlight, features rich tuna belly with marbling comparable to A5 beef, coated in sukiyaki sauce and soy-sauce-cured egg yolk. Simply melt-in-your-mouth moments. 

[image: ]

Making its debut is Shima aji. The delicate white fish with the right amount of fat is refreshingly complemented by finely sliced oba leaf and ponzu jelly.   

[image: ]

Tempura concludes the set with either tiger prawns or engawa. The latter is the fatty fin of the flatfish that is buttery yet chewy. 

Of course, the chefs can guide you on the optimum way to enjoy their edible crafts, as well as help you position each piece in a way that looks most salivating on your IG.   
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									The Speak Easy

									In conversation with Angelo Sparvoli, head bartender of the American Bar at The Savoy London
								

									Angelo Sparvoli returns "home" to the American Bar, the longest surviving cocktail bar in London and one of the most renowned in the world, after four years.
									[image: ]

Sparvoli had previously worked at the acclaimed bar, situated inside the five-star London hotel The Savoy, from 2016-2020, starting as a bar back and making his way up the ranks to senior bartender. Sparvoli spent time at other London venues, including Kwant Mayfair and St James Bar in the Sofitel London St James. 

[image: ]

How did you get into bartending or mixology?

I started bartending by chance. I got a surveyor diploma and I started to work in building construction five days after I finished the studies. After a year as I trainee I moved to a different company to start working as a surveyor, however I soon realised that I didn't enjoy as much as I thought.

A few days later, one of my best friends' cousins proposed me to work in the bar of the main square of my hometown. From there, I got more curious about mixing cocktails and attended a couple of bartending courses in London with the European Bartender School.

The rest is history.

[image: ]

Tell us about American Bar's latest menu, called 'Liquid Moments'. What does that mean and how did that translate into a drinks menu?

Liquid Moments translates significant people and moments related to the history of the Savoy into a liquid form. You will find a cocktail inspired by the afternoon tea, a ritual that dates back to the early 1900s, as well as a cocktail inspired by Paul McCartney's recording sessions with The Wings in Watermelon Bay on a boat.

[image: ]

How do you make the drinks relevant for 2025, where tastes have changed over the years and fewer people enjoy drinks with cognac or brandy?

The current menu has a different connection and storytelling. People nowadays are much more conscious of what they like to drink and very mindful when it comes to alcohol consumption, sugar and calories intake. There is much more research on lower ABV drinks and alcohol-free cocktails, using sustainable practices.

It is in part true that cognac and brandy aren't consumed as much as they used to be perhaps in the past, they are often perceived as old-school spirits, whether I find them quite underrated. They are magnificent liquids, which can also be enjoyed in lighter forms when mixed in certain ways. For example, cognac works extremely well with fruity flavours, like mango for instance. So yes, you can have a light and fruity cocktail with cognac and brandy.

[image: ]

What's in the American Bar's list of vintage cocktails? 

We have a selection of old spirits, which range from 1858's like Sazerac de Forge Cognac, which we use to mix a Vintage Sazerac and made from extinct grapes, to the late 1980's like the Martini Rosso we use in our Vintage Negroni, alongside 1970s Gordons Gin and 1970s Campari. These are unique bottles, which we buy from one of our main suppliers, often bought on auctions.

Is there a cocktail that is still on the menu from when the American Bar first opened in 1893?

The Hanky Panky, created in the 1920s, is probably the cocktail of which we have more documentation. Created by the first female head bartender Ada Coleman, it's an iconic cocktail made with gin, sweet vermouth and Fernet-Branca. It is still very popular and loved by international guests.

Your previous menu paid homage to the 'unique process of bartending'. What does that mean and how did that translate to cocktails?

The previous menu was related to the 'Savoy Cocktail book', first published by head bartender Harry Craddock in 1930. It celebrates classic cocktails with unique and innovative twists, maintaining the classic DNA of the drinks with a modern touch.

How often does the menu change and what's on the list for the next menu?

We change our list once a year. We are still in the process of creating next year's menu, but I can say it will be different from the previous ones.

The American Bar has always been known to be frequented by famous people. Have any of them inspired drinks at the bar that are still on the menu? Like the 'Moonwalk'?

We currently have a few drinks inspired by famous personalities who have visited the bar through the years.

One of them is Watermelon Bay, a fruity and spicy twist on a margarita, Paul McCartney's favourite cocktail (with a squeeze of orange). The inspiration behind are the recording sessions of Paul McCartney's other band, The Wings, on a boat in Watermelon Bay (St John's, Virgin Islands). The drink has Casamigos tequila, Ancho Reyes Verde and watermelon.

A Touch Of Pink is inspired by Marlene Dietrich, who used to be a regular at the Savoy and order at 12 pink roses and a bottle of Dom Perignon Rose during every stay. The drink has Portobello Road gin, Muyu jasmine verte, lemon juice, rose syrup and egg white. 

Angelo Sparvoli will showcase his skills, along with Giuseppe Verzeletti, assistant bars manager of The Savoy, will present a selection of his signature cocktails at Caleo at The Ritz Carlton Bangkok on Sept 25-26.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 24-30

									7 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix and HGTV
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Slow Horses: Season 5

Premieres on Sept 24 

A darkly funny espionage drama following a team of British intelligence agents who serve in a dumping ground department of MI5 due to their career-ending mistakes. Led by their brilliant but irascible leader, the notorious Jackson Lamb, they navigate the espionage world's smoke and mirrors to defend England from sinister forces.

[image: ]

All Of You

Premieres on Sept 26 

The series explores whether one person can ever be your everything. Best friends since college, Simon and Laura drift apart when she takes a test that finds her soulmate despite years of unspoken feelings between them. Over the years, as their paths cross and diverge, neither can deny the feeling that they've missed out on a life together. Faced with the uncertainty of changing the course of their lives, are Simon and Laura willing to risk everything to experience the love that had been between them all along or should they accept their fate?

[image: ]

The Savant 

Premieres on Sept 26

An eight-episode limited series inspired by a true story published by Cosmopolitan. The tense and thrilling series follows an undercover investigator as she infiltrates online hate groups in an effort to stop domestic extremists before they act. 



HGTV 

[image: ]

Christina In The Country: Season 2

Premieres on Sept 28

Real estate expert and designer Christina expands her design business across the country and puts down roots in Tennessee, creating breathtaking renovations for eager clients.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

House Of Guinness

Premieres on Sept 25

Trouble is brewing within the Guinness family in this drama created by Steven Knight ("Peaky Blinders") and starring Anthony Boyle and Louis Partridge

[image: ]

Alice In Borderland: Season 3

Premieres on Sept 25

When a morbid professor pulls Usagi back to Borderland, Arisu goes after her. But can he survive a new round of deadly games and escape the Joker's plans?

[image: ]

French Lover

Premieres on Sept 26

When a jaded actor meets a down-on-her-luck waitress in Paris, their unexpected love story begins -- but will it survive the glare of the spotlight?
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									Google urges Chrome users to update after critical security flaw found

									Vulnerability carries carries a severity rating of 9.8 out of 10
								

									Google has urged all Chrome users to immediately update their browsers after the discovery of a critical security flaw that could allow hackers to take control of a computer. The vulnerability, tracked as CVE-2025-10585, carries a severity rating of 9.8 out of 10.
									The flaw was identified by Google's Threat Analysis Group on Sept 16. If exploited, attackers could run malicious code directly on a victim's machine, potentially leading to data theft, malware installation or full system compromise.

[image: ]

Users can update Chrome by clicking the three-dot menu in the top-right corner, selecting "Help" and then "About Google Chrome". The browser will automatically download the latest update, after which users should restart their computer. The update can also be accessed directly at chrome://settings/help.

[image: ]

Although there have been no reports of successful attacks so far, Google has temporarily withheld technical details to prevent hackers from exploiting the flaw. The company warned that other Chromium-based browsers such as Microsoft Edge, Brave, Opera and Vivaldi may also be at risk.

Google stressed that updating immediately is the best way to reduce exposure to potential cyberattacks.

.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/tech/3110082/google-urges-chrome-users-to-update-after-critical-security-flaw-found
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TOP 5 PHUKET LOCATIONS FOR CONDO
TRANSFERS TO FOREIGNERS, H1 2025

‘ Nationality

Location ] unts | Yearonyer |

change

@ Bang Tao Beach-Surin Beach ® Russian
O French 0%
O ltalian 0%
< Hungarian 2 - 7 -
@ Karon Beach-Kata Beach ® Russian 25 1150% 98 1,203%
@ Chinese 7 133% 8 236%
@ Swedish 2 = 22 -
@ Singaporean | 2 - 9 -
© Rawai Beach @ Chinese 8 143% 31 271%
® Russian 4 -42.9% 7 332%
O Chalong-Vichit @ Chinese 20 - 69 -
® Russion 1 450% 4 381%
© Nai Yang Beach-Nai Ton Beach @ Russian 8 714% 31 -859%
© Suiss 2 - 9 -
& Biitish 2 e 8 5
@ Chinese 2 143% 3 -06%

Source’ Real Fstate Information Center 'BANGHOK POST GRAPHICS
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