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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Why some Democratic Senate candidates are saying 'hell no' to Schumer
        Dan Merica

        Across the country, candidates have distanced themselves from their Senate leader amid a growing appetite for newer leaders waging aggressive fights against Trump.

      

      
        Trump hosts Erdogan as White House focuses on Mideast, Russia, F-35 sales
        Michael Birnbaum

        Trump views the Turkish president as an ally who might serve as a valuable go-between in resolving the wars in Gaza and Ukraine.

      

      
        Hegseth orders rare, urgent meeting of hundreds of generals, admirals
        Tara  Copp, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Ellen Nakashima, Noah Robertson

        The Pentagon has summoned military officials from around the world for a gathering in Virginia. Top generals and their staffs don't know the reason for the meeting.

      

      
        Obama accuses Trump of 'violence against truth' on public health
        Patrick Svitek

        The former president made the comment in London two days after Trump made an announcement seeking to tie Tylenol to autism.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Trump orders Secret Service probe after a day of awkward moments at U.N.
        Leo Sands, Naomi Schanen

        The White House said a broken escalator and teleprompter could be evidence of sabotage. The U.N. suggested the mishaps might have been due to Trump's officials.

      

      
        Federal judge declines to reinstate inspectors general fired by Trump
        Kelly Kasulis Cho

        The judge said Trump had clearly violated the law in the way he fired the watchdogs, but reinstating them would not matter as he could later lawfully remove them.

      

      
        Harris distances herself from Biden as book tour begins amid pro-Palestinian protests
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        Divisions in the Democratic Party over Israel policy dogged former vice president Kamala Harris's presidential campaign.

      

      
        Trump's blast toward Russia is a 'negotiating tactic,' White House says
        Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison

        The president's escalation in rhetoric is a marker of Trump's frustration toward Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to a senior White House official.

      

      
        Trump, Vance fault Democrats after shooting at Dallas ICE facility
        Amy B Wang, Jonathan Edwards

        Trump and Vance said Wednesday that the ICE shooting in Dallas was a consequence of what they characterized as a rhetorical assault on law enforcement.
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        Matt Viser

        A White House official said that all presidents are featured, displayed in chronological order, starting with George Washington and going up to Donald Trump.

      

      
        A frustrated Sen. Van Hollen urges Democrats to take bigger risks
        Liz Goodwin

        "This job is not worth it if you constantly have to be putting your finger to the wind," said Van Hollen (D), the Maryland senator, in a recent interview.

      

      
        After Trump targets H-1B visas, can India lure back skilled workers?
        Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar

        Indian leaders say the new $100,000 fee for H-1B visas could be a boon for domestic industry. Others say the country will struggle to absorb more skilled workers.
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Politics
Why some Democratic Senate candidates are saying 'hell no' to Schumer
Across the country, candidates have distanced themselves from their Senate leader amid a growing appetite for newer leaders waging aggressive fights against Trump.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) speaks to reporters outside the Senate chamber in June. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica | 2025-09-25
Nathan Sage is a Democrat running for U.S. Senate in Iowa. But he doesn't support the Senate Democratic leader, Charles E. Schumer.
"Hell no," said Sage, when asked whether Schumer should lead Senate Democrats in the next Congress. "And hell no is the easy answer."
Across the country, Democratic Senate candidates from Texas to Maine have distanced themselves from Schumer, 74, amid a growing appetite in a rebuilding party for newer, younger leaders eager to wage more aggressive fights against President Donald Trump and other Republicans. Some are openly critical of Schumer, who has been in elected office since 1975, while many others have sidestepped questions about him.
The Washington Post contacted the campaigns of major Democratic candidates in a dozen Senate races, including the nine seen by nonpartisan analysts as the most competitive. None of the candidates or their representatives said they would support Schumer for leader in the next Congress if they win their respective contests.
"We are right now living in the outcome of a failed electoral strategy, that is why Democrats don't hold power, and much of that strategy was driven by Chuck Schumer," said Graham Platner, a Democrat running for Senate in Maine who is opposed to Schumer as leader. "This is a MAGA party. And the same approach is not going to work," Mallory McMorrow, a state senator in Michigan running for Senate, has told Politico about her opposition to Schumer. "Chuck Schumer is not the leader our party or our country needs," Terry Virts, an astronaut running for Senate as a Democrat in Texas, said in a campaign video.
Spokespeople for Schumer did not respond to requests for comment. The Senate Minority Leader said Wednesday on MSNBC that he was "optimistic about us actually taking back the Senate, much more now than before, because really fine candidates are stepping up to the plate."

Nathan Sage, a Democratic Senate candidate in Maine, speaks to attendees of the 2025 Polk County Democrats Steak Fry on Sept. 13. (Cody Scanlan/The Register/USA TODAY Network)


Some of the most vocal Schumer critics are running in primaries against candidates seen in the party as more aligned with him. But even the latter group has often declined to publicly weigh in on whether they would support him to lead Senate Democrats after the midterms.
Rep. Haley Stevens (D-Michigan), who is running for Senate and called Schumer a "great leader" in March, has not directly said whether she supports him for leader. "The people who are asking me this are not my voters, you know what I mean," she told Semafor in June. "It's just kind of missing the point about how serious this moment is for Michigan right now." A spokesperson for Stevens responded to questions for this story with a statement that did not take a position on Schumer.
The Democrats opposing Schumer often invoked the Democratic Party's image under some longtime leaders, which polls show is in bad shape. Schumer's approval rating is in negative territory, with 19 percent of Americans approving of how the Democratic leader is handling his job, compared to 51 percent who disapprove, according to an Economist/YouGov poll conducted in August. Among Democrats and Democratic-leaning Americans, 36 percent approve of the job Schumer is doing, compared to 37 percent who disapprove.
Democrats need to pick up four seats to win back the majority in the Senate, a challenging task on a map where they are also defending two seats in states Trump won and after they have had to deal with several retirements. Trump's unpopularity and some Republican retirements have boosted their long-shot hopes in recent months.
Schumer, a former Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee chairman who has long involved himself in the party's efforts to recruit and support candidates, is not the first party leader to face heat from candidates in his own party. Over the years, operatives in both parties have sought to make villains out of leaders on Capitol Hill, from Nancy Pelosi to Mitch McConnell, forcing candidates to bob and weave around questions about whether they support them.
The late Senate majority leader Harry M. Reid (Nevada) would tell fellow Democrats it was fine to attack him if it helped them win, according to a former top Reid aide. "For Chuck, I would like to think that is the case, but I do not know," added this person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to more openly discuss a sensitive topic.
Asked if support for Schumer is a factor in his decisions on who to support, DSCC spokesperson Maeve Coyle said the committee is "focused on winning Senate seats and flipping the majority in 2026, and our strategy is guided by the best way to do that."
Some Democrats say decisions Schumer has made during Trump's second term have affected their thinking about him. Schumer's decision in March to vote with Republicans to pass a stopgap spending bill without securing concessions for his party has been one source of lingering resentment.
"While I respect and applaud the work that Sen. Schumer has done, I also believe it is time for new leadership and new ideas," Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton, a Democratic Senate candidate in Illinois, said in a statement. "I do not agree with every decision Sen. Schumer has made -- particularly his approach to the budget vote in the spring."

Illinois Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton (D), center, who is running for Senate, joins demonstrators outside an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility on Sept. 19 in Broadview, Illinois. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


That March decision hangs over the current round of government funding negotiations, which Schumer and other Senate Democrats are looking to use to achieve some health care priorities, including the extension of Biden-era Affordable Care Act subsidies. But that has not quelled the anger.
State Sen. Zach Wahls, another Democrat running for Senate in Iowa, said he was disappointed that Schumer was not using the funding talks to go after Trump's trade policy, which has restricted international orders for soybeans, corn and other products. "It is an enormous, enormous problem. And the fact that that's not on the negotiating table for funding is completely unacceptable," said Wahls, who does not support Schumer as leader in the next Congress.
Democrats with longer-standing ties to Schumer are also being cautious in their comments about him. Sen. Jon Ossoff, a Georgia Democrat who is the most vulnerable Democratic incumbent in the Senate, did not comment through a spokesperson. Representatives for former senator Sherrod Brown, an Ohio Democrat, and former governor Roy Cooper of North Carolina did not comment when asked about their position on Schumer's leadership. Both received supportive statements from Schumer after launching their Senate runs this year.
Others have also been outspoken about concerns regarding Schumer. Alissa Ellman, a U.S. House candidate in New York who was invited by Schumer to Trump's first joint congressional address this year, said Schumer was welcoming to her. But she left that day believing he was not the right person to lead negotiations with Republicans. The events of recent months have reinforced that belief, she added.
"Chuck is living in an America that doesn't exist anymore," said Ellman. "Whoever is leading the Democratic Party needs to take a stand."
In the battle for the Senate, some potential and newly minted candidates are choosing their words carefully.
Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D), who has said that she is seriously considering a Senate run against Republican Sen. Susan Collins, has spoken with Schumer about the race. Her spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment on whether she would support him for leader.
James Talarico, a Texas state representative who launched his Senate campaign this month, said in a statement that "Texans never ask me about this on the campaign trail," but that if he is elected, he would "sit down with all the candidates for majority leader to hear about their vision to lead."
The Democrats openly touting their distance from Schumer are hoping their bets will pay off politically next year.
"Being seen as the preferred candidate of Chuck Schumer in the state," said Wahls from Iowa, "is going to make it pretty dang hard to win an election in this state."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/09/25/schumer-democrats-senate-criticism/
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White House
Trump hosts Erdogan as White House focuses on Mideast, Russia, F-35 sales
Trump views the Turkish president as an ally who might serve as a valuable go-between in resolving the wars in Gaza and Ukraine.

President Donald Trump with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan Thursday in the Oval Office. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum | 2025-09-25
President Donald Trump indicated Thursday that Turkey was likely to be allowed to resume the purchase of advanced F-35 fighter jets, as he hosted Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the White House amid a fresh push by the U.S. leader to end Israel's war in Gaza.
Trump has long had a warm relationship with the Turkish leader, whom he has called "very smart," and Thursday's Oval Office reception was an opportunity for Washington and Ankara to rekindle relations after a frosty four years under President Joe Biden. The Biden administration kept Erdogan at arm's length over concerns about the Turkish leader's crackdown on his political opposition and jailing of journalists, as well as his refusal to join sanctions against Russia after the 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
"We've been friends for a long time, actually, even for four years when I was in exile, unfairly, as it turns out, rigged election. You know, he knows about rigged elections better than anybody," Trump said of Erdogan, speaking alongside him ahead of their meeting in the Oval Office. "This is a tough man. This is a guy who's highly opinionated. Usually, I don't like opinionated people, but I always like this one."
In a friendly encounter, Trump said Erdogan was a valuable ally in the Middle East and on issues involving Russia's war in Ukraine, where Turkey is seeking to balance the interests of both Moscow and Kyiv.
Trump views Erdogan as an ally and a person who might serve as a valuable go-between in resolving the wars in Gaza and Ukraine. The two leaders have also been aligned on Syria, where the Turkish-backed new leader, Ahmed al-Sharaa, has sought to normalize relations with Washington.
"We want to get Gaza over with," Trump said, two days after he met on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly with leaders of Muslim countries that have a stake in the conflict.
"We had a very good meeting with the representatives of the most powerful countries in the Middle East. And I think we're going to be close to a deal," Trump said. "I'm going to have to tell Israel, let's go. We want to get the hostages back. They want, everybody wants to see that war over with, by the way, everybody. So we're going to see what happens."
Erdogan, who took part in the meeting earlier this week, offered encouraging words for Trump's efforts on Thursday, although he has been a sharp critic of Israel's handling of the war.
"I believe in the peace efforts that President Trump is leading, and together we will be able to overcome the challenges in the region," he said.
Erdogan's priority with Trump is to regain access to the Pentagon's F-35 advanced fighter jet program. Turkey's clearance to buy the jets was suspended during Trump's first term because of Ankara's decision to buy Russia's S-400 air defense system. The Pentagon feared that Turkey's use of the Russian surface-to-air missile system could feed sensitive data about the F-35's capabilities back to the Kremlin.
At the outset of their meeting, Trump held back from a clear commitment to resume F-35 sales, but he suggested that was likely.
"I think you'll be successful with buying the things you'd like to buy," Trump said, suggesting an answer would come by the end of the day.
Erdogan hasn't visited the White House since 2019.
In an interview with Fox News this week, the Turkish leader complained of being closed out of the F-35 program. "I don't think it's very becoming of strategic partnership, and I don't think it's the right way to go," Erdogan said.
The Turkish president made no commitment to halting his country's large-scale purchases of Russian oil, something Trump has complained about.
"The best thing he could do is not buy oil and gas from Russia," Trump said. "If he did that, that would be probably the best thing. He knows Putin like I know Putin."
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Military
Hegseth orders rare, urgent meeting of hundreds of generals, admirals
The Pentagon has summoned military officials from around the world for a gathering in Virginia. Top generals and their staffs don't know the reason for the meeting.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, at Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Michigan. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


By Tara  Copp, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Ellen Nakashima, Noah Robertson | 2025-09-25
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has ordered hundreds of the U.S. military's generals and admirals to gather on short notice -- and without a stated reason -- at a Marine Corps base in Virginia next week, sowing confusion and alarm after the Trump administration's firing of numerous senior leaders this year.
The highly unusual directive was sent to virtually all of the military's top commanders worldwide, according to more than a dozen people familiar with the matter. It was issued earlier this week, against the backdrop of a potential government shutdown, and as Hegseth's overtly political moves have deepened a sense of distress among his opponents who fear that he is erasing the Defense Department's status as a nonpartisan institution.
In a statement Thursday, Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell affirmed that Hegseth "will be addressing his senior military leaders early next week," but he offered no additional details. Parnell, a senior adviser to the defense secretary, voiced no security concerns about The Washington Post reporting on the meeting, scheduled for Tuesday in Quantico, Virginia.
It was not immediately clear whether the White House is involved with the meeting or if President Donald Trump also intends to be there. A spokesperson referred questions to the Pentagon.
There are about 800 generals and admirals spread across the United States and dozens of other countries and time zones. Hegseth's order, people familiar with the matter said, applies to all senior officers with the rank of brigadier general or above, or their Navy equivalent, serving in command positions and their top enlisted advisers. Typically, each of these officers oversees hundreds or thousands of rank-and-file troops.
Top commanders in conflict zones and senior military leaders stationed throughout Europe, the Middle East and the Asia-Pacific region are among those expected to attend Hegseth's meeting, said people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity as they were not authorized to publicly discuss the issue. The order does not apply to top military officers who hold staff positions.
"All general officers in command in grade O-7 through O-10 and their general officer senior enlisted advisers are directed to attend within operational constraints," the order states, according to one person who saw a copy. O-7 through O-10 refers to the military's classification for all generals and admirals.
None of the people who spoke with The Post could recall a defense secretary ever ordering so many of the military's generals and admirals to assemble like this. Several said it raised security concerns.
"People are very concerned. They have no idea what it means," one person said.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, at the Las Garzas presidential palace in Panama City in April. (Franco Brana/AFP/Getty Images)


Others expressed frustration that even many commanders stationed overseas will be required to attend Hegseth's impromptu summit, with some questioning the wisdom in doing so. "It will make the commands just diminished if something pops up," a defense official said.
The Defense Department possesses and often uses highly secure videoconferencing technology that enables military officials, regardless of their location, to discuss sensitive matters with the White House, the Pentagon or both. Another person said ordering hundreds of military leaders to appear in the same location is "not how this is done."
"You don't call GOFOs leading their people and the global force into an auditorium outside D.C. and not tell them why/what the topic or agenda is," this person added, using an abbreviation for general officer or flag officer.
"Are we taking every general and flag officer out of the Pacific right now?" one U.S. official said. "All of it is weird."
On Capitol Hill, where Hegseth's unorthodox stewardship of the Defense Department has rankled members of both political parties, lawmakers also appeared caught off guard. Republican and Democratic leaders of the Senate and House armed services committee did not immediately comment on the development.
The orders come as Hegseth has unilaterally directed massive recent changes at the Pentagon -- including directing that the number of general officers be reduced by 20 percent through a sweeping consolidation of top military commands, firing senior leaders without cause and a high-profile order to rebrand the Defense Department as the Department of War.
The unusual order to show up at Quantico next week coincides with efforts by Hegseth to exert greater influence over who gets promoted to be a senior military officer, multiple officials told The Post. Even at the one- and two-star level, the secretary's team is scrutinizing old relationships, and what officials have said or posted on social media, as they determine whom to send forward for a higher rank or assignment.
The effort has had a chilling effect on rising officers, people familiar with the matter said, as multiple officials have expressed unease about the initiative and questioned whether it will erode the military's ability to stay insulated from the nation's toxic politics. Others have said such pressure would drive some rising officers to leave, resulting in enormous losses to the Pentagon in terms of the time and money spent training those leaders.
Top administration officials also have been preparing a new national defense strategy that is expected to make homeland defense the nation's top concern, after several years of China being identified as the top national security risk to the United States. Some officials familiar with the order to travel said they thought that may come up.
Hegseth's directive in May to slash about 100 generals and admirals also has generated concern among top military leaders. He called then for a "minimum" 20 percent cut to the number of four-star officers -- the military's top rank -- on active duty and a corresponding number of generals in the National Guard. There also will be another 10 percent reduction, at least, to the total number of generals and admirals across the force.
Last month, Hegseth fired Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Kruse, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency; Vice Adm. Nancy Lacore, the chief of the Navy Reserve; and Rear Adm. Milton Sands, a Navy SEAL officer who oversaw Naval Special Warfare Command. No specific reasons were given in those cases.
The firings were the latest in a wider purge of national security agencies' top ranks. Since entering office, the Trump administration also has fired the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr.; the chief of naval operations, Adm. Lisa Franchetti; the commandant of the Coast Guard, Adm. Linda Fagan; and the Air Force vice chief of staff, Gen. James Slife among others. The list includes a disproportionate number of women.
Gen. David Allvin, the chief of staff of the Air Force, announced last month he will step down in November, after he was asked to retire.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/09/25/hegseth-generals-quantico-meeting/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Obama accuses Trump of 'violence against truth' on public health
The former president made the comment in London two days after Trump made an announcement seeking to tie Tylenol to autism.

Former president Barack Obama speaks at the Obama Foundation Democracy Forum in Chicago in December. (Erin Hooley/AP)


By Patrick Svitek | 2025-09-25
Former president Barack Obama said Wednesday that President Donald Trump was committing "violence against the truth," citing Trump's recent announcement that sought to tie autism to acetaminophen use by pregnant women.
Obama made the comment while speaking at London's O2 Arena as part of a speaking tour in Europe. The appearance came two days after Trump announced his administration would be warning pregnant women about acetaminophen, the active ingredient in Tylenol, and suggested it could cause autism, alarming health experts who say there is little evidence of a connection between the two.
Obama began by invoking "the spectacle of my successor in the Oval Office making broad claims around certain drugs and autism that have been continuously disproved."
"The degree to which that undermines public health, the degree to which that can do harm to women who are pregnant, the degree to which that creates anxiety for parents who do have children who are autistic -- which, by the way, itself is subject to a spectrum, and a lot of what is being trumpeted as these massive increases actually have to do with a broadening of the criteria across that spectrum so that people can actually get services and help," Obama said. "All of that is violence against the truth."
Obama's remarks were notable because he does not frequently comment on domestic politics, let alone while speaking abroad. He shared a video of his remarks Thursday morning on X.
The White House pushed back against Obama's criticism.
"While Obama continues to condescend Americans and lob pathetic political attacks on foreign soil, President Trump is focused on addressing the questions and concerns of everyday Americans, including the countless parents who have expressed alarm about our country's skyrocketing rates of autism compared to the rest of the world," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement.
Obama, who served as president from 2009 to 2017, has been speaking out more against Trump lately. He also recently criticized the administration over the pressure it put on ABC over the comments that late-night host Jimmy Kimmel made about the assassination of conservative activist Charlie Kirk. ABC suspended Kimmel's show last week before allowing it to return Tuesday.
Trump's Monday announcement put his administration at odds with decades of evidence and the guidance of many major medical associations,  which say it is safe for pregnant women to take acetaminophen. Trump suggested they avoid the drug unless they cannot "tough it out."
"Taking Tylenol is not good," Trump said at the White House alongside Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. "I'll say it. It's not good."
While Obama does not normally comment on Trump, Trump has made his predecessor a target during his second term.
In July, Trump's director of national intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard, accused Obama of a "treasonous conspiracy" to undermine Trump and submitted a criminal referral to the Justice Department on the matter. A spokesperson for Obama issued a rare statement denouncing the allegations as "bizarre" and "ridiculous."
On Thursday morning, hours after Obama's talk in London, Trump posted a video on social media of comments he made to reporters in July agreeing with Gabbard's allegations.
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Politics
Trump orders Secret Service probe after a day of awkward moments at U.N.
The White House said a broken escalator and teleprompter could be evidence of sabotage. The U.N. suggested the mishaps might have been due to Trump's officials.




By Leo Sands, Naomi Schanen | 2025-09-25
An escalator that refused to escalate. A teleprompter that failed to prompt. President Donald Trump encountered a pair of mishaps as he addressed the 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York, prompting him to blame his host for failings at his address and order an investigation.
"This wasn't a coincidence," Trump said in a social media post Wednesday night, suggesting he had been the victim of sabotage ahead of the speech and adding that the Secret Service was investigating. In the address, Trump upbraided the U.N. for focusing too much on climate change and positioned his domestic agenda as a global playbook for others to follow.
But according to the U.N., both mishaps may have been inadvertently caused by members of the White House's own team.

A United Nations escalator abruptly stopped working while President Donald Trump and the first lady were heading up to the General Assembly Hall on Sept. 23.


Trump and the first lady were on their way to the General Assembly hall Tuesday morning when the escalator they had just boarded abruptly stopped. After a momentary pause, the pair climbed the remaining steps by foot.
Minutes later, Trump opened his speech on the assembly floor to find something else had gone wrong. "The teleprompter is not working," he said. "I can only say that whoever is operating this teleprompter is in big trouble," he joked, triggering laughs from the delegates.

A teleprompter appeared to stop working as President Donald Trump opened his speech on the United Nations assembly floor on Sept. 23.


"If the first lady wasn't in great shape, she would have fallen," he later said, referring again to the escalator. "But she's in great shape, we're both in good shape," he said, laughing, assuring delegates that the teleprompter was again working.
Though Trump initially tried to make light of the incidents, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt was more serious, repeatedly suggesting the possibility of foul play.
"If someone at the UN intentionally stopped the escalator as the President and First Lady were stepping on, they need to be fired and investigated immediately," Leavitt said in a social media post that afternoon, pointing to a report over the weekend in Britain's Times newspaper that U.N. staff members had joked about turning off the escalators because of a lack of funding. (The body is in the midst of a funding crisis, largely because the United States has refused to contribute to its regular budget since Trump took office.)
In response to a question on Fox News that evening, Leavitt went further. The Secret Service was investigating both the malfunctioning escalator and broken teleprompter, she said, suggesting they could have been acts of sabotage.
She also referenced a social media post from Katie Pavlich, editor of the conservative news site Townhall.com, that said the hall's loudspeakers amplified Trump's address less than for earlier speakers. The Washington Post could not immediately verify the claim.

President Donald Trump joked about his escalator and teleprompter mishaps in his speech in front of the United Nations general assembly on Sept. 23.


"We have people, including the United States Secret Service, who are looking into this to try to get to the bottom of it," Leavitt said. "If we find that these were U.N. staffers who were purposefully trying to trip up, literally trip up the president and the first lady of the United States, well, there better be accountability."
Later Wednesday, Trump struck a more hostile tone. "This was triple sabotage at the UN," he said on his social media platform, referring to the escalator, teleprompter and volume issues. "They ought to be ashamed of themselves. I'm sending a copy of this letter to the Secretary General, and I demand an immediate investigation." He said the Secret Service was investigating and called for all security footage from around the malfunctioning escalator to be saved.
In an unusual step, Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for the U.N. secretary general, issued a note to journalists explaining the reasons behind the escalator's malfunction. He suggested there was a simpler explanation than foul play: A videographer from Trump's team probably triggered the machine's emergency-stop mechanism by mistake.
"A subsequent investigation, including a readout of the machine's central processing unit, indicated that the escalator had stopped after a built-in safety mechanism on the comb step was triggered at the top of the escalator," the statement said.
It said the escalator stopped at the same time the cameraperson had reached the top. "The videographer may have inadvertently triggered the safety function."
Dujarric also refused to be drawn into the question of the teleprompter.
"We have no comment since the teleprompter for the U.S. president is operated by the White House," he told reporters.
Dan Cluchey, a White House speechwriter for President Joe Biden, suggested in a social media post that it was protocol for White House officials to operate the teleprompter during such events. "Physical scrolling is typically handled by military personnel from the Comms Agency who train for years. A WH staffer *always* runs the show. As a former WH speechwriter, this is my only area of expertise," he wrote.
A White House official said in an email Wednesday afternoon that time had been allocated before the address for Trump administration staffers to set up the teleprompter.
"Ultimately, they were barred by UN staff from doing so, so White House staff were trying to set the teleprompter up as the President was speaking," said the official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share internal processes.
French President Emmanuel Macron also experienced an inconvenience on Tuesday, when he was among those to get caught on the wrong side of a New York City roadblock. Police had blocked off a Manhattan intersection in anticipation of Trump's motorcade as the French leader was trying to make his way to the French Consulate.

French President Emmanuel Macron phoned President Donald Trump after being stopped at a New York intersection that was being blocked off.


But unlike most ordinary New Yorkers, Macron had a direct line to the White House.
"How are you? Guess what, I'm waiting on the street because everything is frozen for you," Macron said into the phone, apparently on a call with Trump. According to the video, the French leader also tried to negotiate unsuccessfully with a New York City police officer to let his delegation through. "I'm sorry, president, I'm really sorry. It's just that everything's been frozen right now," the officer responded.
According to Brut, the French outlet that caught the moment on camera, the road was cleared, and Macron was allowed through.
Such delays are not uncommon during meetings of the U.N. General Assembly, which requires a massive policing and traffic operation to secure the comings and goings of delegates from around the world. As New York City prepared to welcome delegations from almost 200 countries, Mayor Eric Adams (D) said the police department was deploying thousands of officers to protect residents and visitors
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National
Federal judge declines to reinstate inspectors general fired by Trump
The judge said Trump had clearly violated the law in the way he fired the watchdogs, but reinstating them would not matter as he could later lawfully remove them.

U.S. District Judge Ana C. Reyes, seen in 2022 in Washington. (Sarah Silbiger/Reuters)


By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-09-25
A federal judge in Washington on Wednesday declined to reinstate eight inspectors general fired by President Donald Trump as part of a purge of government watchdogs in the early days of his second term, though she agreed the terminations were unlawful.
In her ruling, U.S. District Judge Ana C. Reyes said it was "obvious" that Trump violated the 1978 Inspector General Act with the firings because he did not provide Congress with a 30-day notice of the dismissals or a valid reason for the removal of the Senate-confirmed inspectors general.
However, she said reinstating them probably would not matter because the president could later lawfully remove them by providing Congress with the required notice and rationale. Reyes added that the inspectors general failed to demonstrate that their "inability to perform their duties for 30 days" had caused "irreparable harm" that would have necessitated her intervention.
Eight of the 17 fired inspectors general sued Trump in February, claiming that they were dismissed illegally. The lawsuit underscored widespread concern that Trump sought to purge federal watchdogs and install loyalists in the crucial role of investigating government agencies for fraud, waste and abuse.
After the Watergate scandal, the system of Senate-confirmed inspectors general was established in the late 1970s to independently investigate and audit federal spending and operations.
During Trump's first term, he fired several watchdogs and replaced some with political loyalists, leading Congress to amend and add safeguards to the Inspector General Act.
The fired inspectors general who filed the lawsuit are Rob Storch (Defense Department), Michael Missal (Veterans Affairs), Christi Grimm (Health and Human Services), Sandra Bruce (Education), Phyllis Fong (Agriculture), Larry Turner (Labor), Cardell Richardson (State) and Hannibal "Mike" Ware (Small Business Administration). Several of the inspectors general did not respond to a request for comment.
Reyes spent several pages of her Wednesday ruling extolling the accomplishments of the eight inspectors general and their careers, which she said added up to a combined 250 years of service.
"This recognition is no doubt of little comfort to them now," she wrote, saying that the officials "deserved better from their government."
"They still do," she added. "Unfortunately, this court cannot provide plaintiffs more."
The inspectors general were fired without warning in January with two-sentence emails that said their terminations were "effective immediately," according to court documents. The emails offered no reason for the firings other than "changing priorities," The Washington Post previously reported.
Within days, they all lost access to their government email accounts, phones and computer systems. Trump justified the unprecedented purge by saying it was "a very common thing to do."
"I don't know them," he said in January, though many of those he fired were people he appointed in his first term.
The removals were among many first-week actions that showed Trump's willingness to dismiss dozens of leaders whom he viewed as disloyal to his agenda.
The top Democrats from nearly two dozen House committees signed a joint letter to Trump in the immediate aftermath of the firings, defending the independence of the watchdogs and pointing out that their dismissals had violated the law.
"Firing inspectors general without due cause is antithetical to good government, undermines the proper stewardship of taxpayer dollars, and degrades the federal government's ability to function effectively and efficiently," the letter said. "We urge you to withdraw your unlawful action and comply with your obligations to the American people."
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
David Nakamura, Lisa Rein and Matt Viser contributed to this report.
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Politics
Harris distances herself from Biden as book tour begins amid pro-Palestinian protests 
Divisions in the Democratic Party over Israel policy dogged former vice president Kamala Harris's presidential campaign.

Former vice president Kamala Harris waves goodbye at the end of her book tour event at the Town Hall in New York on Wednesday. (Angelina Katsanis/AP)


By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2025-09-25
NEW YORK -- Former vice president Kamala Harris, in the face of repeated interruptions from pro-Palestinian protesters, attempted to distance herself from then-President Joe Biden's response to the war in Gaza on Wednesday evening during the first stop of her tour to promote her new memoir, "107 Days."
"People in our administration can tell you what my voice was in those rooms, in those closed rooms in the Oval Office. I was not the president. I couldn't make the decision. But I made my position clear," Harris said before a crowd of roughly 1,500 people at the Town Hall, a venue in Midtown Manhattan.
Harris, however, did not spell out specific policy differences she had with the administration in which she served.
Divisions in the Democratic Party over Israel policy were a political obstacle for the Biden administration and Harris's presidential campaign last year, and they remain a point of tension as the party works to rebuild itself in the wake of President Donald Trump's victory over Harris.
Harris on Wednesday sought to show sympathy for the protesters' positions as she defended herself from their claim that she was responsible for Palestinian deaths. She reminded the crowd of a speech she delivered at the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, five months after Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, when she rebuffed Israel over conditions in Gaza.
"I was the first person at the highest level of our United States government or administration to talk about the fact that the people in Gaza were starving," she said.
"I took a lot of heat from the administration for doing that," she added. "There are a lot of people that did not like that I spoke out so forcefully and candidly about my concern about what was happening in Gaza."
Representatives for Biden did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Harris's comments represent the latest example of the former vice president distancing herself from Biden amid the release of her book, which recounts her historically short presidential campaign. In the book, Harris calls Biden's response to Gaza "inadequate" and says he failed to show enough empathy for civilians in Gaza killed by Israel.
During the event, Harris was also critical of Trump's handling of Israel-Gaza policy and his relationship with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
"Donald Trump has given Netanyahu a blank check to do whatever he wants," she said.
Despite Trump's close political ties to Netanyahu, protesters regularly targeted Harris during the campaign. On Wednesday, a couple dozen lined up outside the venue, holding up Palestinian flags and signs that read: "Harris: Genocide is your legacy" and "717 Days of Genocide."
Roughly 20 minutes after the event began, one protester began yelling: "The blood of the Palestinians is on your hands," cutting off Harris as she was responding to a question from the moderator on how she navigated missing her home and family while on the campaign trail. The crowd yelled to drown him out as event staff arrived to remove him.
Harris then began to talk about how she wrote about her position on Gaza in the book and understood the protester's position. Another demonstrator began yelling.
"Let's bring the temperature down. I understand what's happening right now in Gaza, what is happening to the Palestinian people is outrageous and it breaks my heart. I get it," she said.
As attendees shouted the protester down, Harris spoke up: "I'm not president right now. There's nothing I can do," she said, drawing loud applause.
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White House
Trump's blast toward Russia is a 'negotiating tactic,' White House says
The president's escalation in rhetoric is a marker of Trump's frustration toward Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to a senior White House official.

President Donald Trump prepares to address the 80th session of the U.N. General Assembly on Tuesday in New York. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


By Michael Birnbaum, Natalie Allison | 2025-09-25
UNITED NATIONS -- President Donald Trump's furious rhetoric toward Russia is "a negotiating tactic" intended to pressure the Kremlin, a senior White House official said Wednesday, a day after the president stunned global policymakers and delighted Ukrainian leaders by embracing Kyiv's ambitions for a decisive defeat of Russia.
The president's apparent flip in favor of Ukraine's reconquering its full territory is a marker of Trump's frustration toward Russian President Vladimir Putin, the senior White House official said, a month after a red-carpet summit in Alaska between the two leaders yielded few concrete results.
But Trump was not signaling a major shift in U.S. policy toward Kyiv during a day at the U.N. General Assembly in which he met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, the official said, speaking like others on the condition of anonymity to talk frankly about sensitive diplomatic discussions.

Over the past four months, President Donald Trump has changed his deadline for Russian President Vladimir Putin to end the war in Ukraine over a dozen times.


The U.S. president has long suggested that Ukraine will need to give up territory to end the war, so his declaration on Tuesday that Kyiv can "WIN all of Ukraine back in its original form" with the right support was a notable break.
But hours later, Secretary of State Marco Rubio told the U.N. Security Council that the war would end at a negotiating table, not the battlefield -- a conventional restatement of existing U.S. policy that suggested that Trump's new approach was not being translated into practical action.
The senior White House official said that everything the president does is "from the lens of 'How can we make a deal?'"
Trump "has been very frustrated with Putin for a long time. He's sending a very strong message. Russia is a massive country with a massive economy -- they have a war economy -- and Ukraine has still been able to defend itself for nearly four years," the official said. "All he's saying is, look, if Putin doesn't want peace, let the fighting continue, and we're going to continue to sell weapons to NATO."
Trump, when asked whether he would support European countries' shooting down Russian warplanes if they violate NATO airspace, also said yes on Tuesday, an additional rattle of the saber from the U.S. leader.
The Russian military is "a paper tiger," Trump said.

On Sept. 23, President Donald Trump said Ukraine could reclaim its invaded territory, calling Russia a "paper tiger."


Zelensky and other Ukrainian officials who met with Trump were delighted by the encounter, one senior Ukrainian official said. There was warmth between the two leaders -- a far cry from February, when Trump booted Zelensky from the White House -- and Trump displayed a detailed knowledge of the current battlefield situation, suggesting to the Ukrainians that he had been briefed, the official said.
Just weeks ago, the White House was suggesting that Ukraine needed to hand over strategically key territory to Russia, so Ukrainian officials recognize that Trump's attitudes may change.
But the senior Ukrainian official said even if there is no further practical action by Trump, his sharp and high-profile switch would give cover to other Republicans in Washington to take more pro-Ukrainian stances. Some pro-Trump Republican officials have held back full-throated support for Ukraine to avoid contradicting the president. Now, the Ukrainian official said, they might be more willing to engage, including on sanctions against Russia.
"This communication gives a very solid basis when you're speaking about the economic situation in Russia, when you're speaking about the actual military situation, when you're speaking about putting sanctions and pressure," the official said, noting that Russia expected to defeat Ukraine in three days but is facing a stagnated battlefield after nearly four years.
Addressing the General Assembly on Wednesday, Zelensky only briefly mentioned his meeting with Trump, describing it as "good."
The future of warfare is changing, he argued, pointing to drones, AI and nuclear weapons, and that was reason to fight back against Russia's invasion of Ukraine before Putin pushed the war "wider and deeper."

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky speaks at the U.N. General Assembly on Wednesday. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images)


The shaky state of Russia's military was part of the discussion with Trump a day earlier, the Ukrainian official said.
Since Trump's summit with Putin in Anchorage, Russia has increased its bombardment of Ukraine and Putin has refused a direct meeting with Zelensky.
That is far from what Trump believed Putin agreed to at the meeting, frustrating a president who has been so focused on promoting a warm relationship with the Russian leader that Moscow has been spared the tariffs levied on nearly every other country in the world.
"He's fed up with Putin," a second senior White House official said, who added that Trump is still considering imposing sanctions on Russia.
Trump has shown a pattern of flipping between sharp rhetoric toward Ukraine and Russia, depending on which side he believes needs cajoling to facilitate negotiations. The result has been successful in getting both sides to engage with Trump -- but it has not yet made an impact on achieving peace between the countries.
Trump's Tuesday declaration on social media that "with time, patience, and the financial support of Europe and, in particular, NATO, the original Borders from where this War started, is very much an option" was a sharp break both from his own position and from repeated U.S. intelligence assessments that Ukraine is unlikely to be able to reconquer its full territory.
Ukraine has faced not only difficulty with its weapons supply but also crippling shortages of battle-ready soldiers, a problem that U.S. and European aid cannot easily address.
Russia has also occupied Crimea and some parts of eastern Ukraine for more than a decade, giving it powerful defensive advantages in repelling any advance by Kyiv. And advances in drone technology since the full-scale invasion in 2022 have pinned down both sides and largely frozen the front lines.

Ukrainian troops stand by their bus Wednesday to pay their respects to a soldier who was killed in the war with Russia. (Efrem Lukatsky/AP)


But Ukrainian leaders say that with robust Western help, they can win. And they note that U.S. intelligence assessments underestimated their ability to hold out during the initial Russian invasion. Subsequent assessments accurately predicted the failure of Ukraine's 2023 counteroffensive.
European leaders said they welcomed Trump's increased pressure on Russia, though some acknowledged uncertainty about how long the president would hold the current tone.
"Inshallah," said Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski in an interview, asked whether he believed in Trump's shift. "He likes to back winners. Maybe he's decided that Ukraine has a chance after all."
Two weeks ago, Poland faced a large-scale Russian drone incursion into its airspace. Warsaw said it was intentional, while Moscow claimed it was an accident. Sikorski said that he welcomed Trump's support for European nations shooting down Russian warplanes in their airspace.
"If Cuban MiGs entered into U.S. airspace, we know it would happen, right? It's every sovereign country's right to do that," he said.
Estonia, which, like Poland, borders Russia, recently faced a Russian air incursion and has been another staunch supporter of Kyiv, also embraced Trump's tough new tone.
Trump's shift "was a very important change of rhetoric," Estonian Foreign Minister Margus Tsahkna said in an interview. "Ukraine will win the war. This is a very clear message."
Democrats who back Kyiv said that Trump's newfound push for battlefield victory is achievable if the president backs bipartisan legislation to impose sanctions on Russia and provide more weapons to Ukraine.
"Otherwise it's just cheap talk," Rep. Gregory Meeks (New York), the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, said in an interview. Meeks and a bipartisan group of lawmakers met with Zelensky on Wednesday.
"The legislation would sanction Russia directly and give Ukraine the weapons that it needs, as well as the economic assistance to shore itself back up," said Meeks.
If Meeks's legislation fails to gain steam, he said he is willing "to work and to negotiate to get something done" with other lawmakers, including Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), who is pursuing a separate bill that would use tariffs to punish Russia.
But Meeks made clear he was far from convinced that Trump is actually committed to putting teeth behind his social media about-face.
If he's not willing to "put his money where his mouth is," Meeks said, it will just amount to an "idle thought."
Allison reported from Washington. John Hudson and Adam Taylor in New York contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump, Vance fault Democrats after shooting at Dallas ICE facility
Trump and Vance said Wednesday that the ICE shooting in Dallas was a consequence of what they characterized as a rhetorical assault on law enforcement. 

Vice President JD Vance greets local law enforcement officers Wednesday as he prepares to depart Piedmont Triad International Airport in Greensboro, North Carolina, on Air Force Two. (Alex Brandon/Pool/Reuters)


By Amy B Wang, Jonathan Edwards | 2025-09-25
President Donald Trump and Vice President JD Vance in public remarks on Wednesday attempted to tie a fatal shooting at a Dallas ICE office to Democrats, casting the violence as a consequence of what they termed leftist rhetoric against law enforcement.
Vance, in a pointed critique, also named a political rival, California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), as a driver of a culture underpinning recent political violence, which he claimed without evidence is "not a both sides problem."
"It is time to stop the rhetorical assault on law enforcement," Vance said at an event in North Carolina, adding that Newsom and others did not have to agree with the Trump administration's immigration policies -- "but if your political rhetoric, encourages violence against our law enforcement, you can go straight to hell and you have no place in the political conversation of the United States of America."
Newsom, who like Vance is a likely 2028 presidential candidate, quickly fired back.
"No thanks, JD. I will not be going 'straight to hell' today," Newsom wrote on X. "Though when I watch you speak I certainly feel like I'm already there."
The governor's office also stated that Newsom has "consistently condemned violence against law enforcement," while noting that President Donald Trump granted clemency to those charged or convicted of crimes related to the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, in which a pro-Trump mob stormed the U.S. Capitol seeking to stop the certification of Joe Biden's electoral victory.
Authorities said Wednesday that the shooting, which killed a detainee and critically injured two others, appeared to target the ICE facility. In a post to Truth Social, Trump said the shooting "is the result of the Radical Left Democrats constantly demonizing Law Enforcement, calling for ICE to be demolished, and comparing ICE Officers to 'Nazis.'"
The remarks from Trump and Vance added to the growing drumbeat of prominent Republicans casting broad blame on the left after recent violent incidents -- sometimes before the facts were fully known. GOP leaders accelerated a push against rhetoric they deem harmful this month after the fatal shooting of conservative commentator Charlie Kirk, drawing a connection between his killing and a culture on the left that they allege foments violence.
"Obviously, in a country of 330 million people, of course both sides have crazy people. But if you look at the political violence in our country over the last couple of months, the last couple of years, it is not a both sides problem. It is primarily on one side of the political line," Vance said Wednesday.
Counterterrorism experts have found that right-wing terrorists, particularly white supremacists and anti-government extremists, committed the vast majority of domestic terrorism attacks in the United States over the past two decades.
"And really, it's not close. It's something like 5:1 in terms of the number of attacks and deaths that can be attributed to far-right actors as opposed to far left actors," Michael Jensen, research director at the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism consortium at the University of Maryland, said in an interview about the GOP's focus on domestic extremism.
Jensen called assertions like the ones Vance made Wednesday "historically inaccurate." But political violence has spiked at the start of the second Trump administration, including on the left, he added. There were nearly twice as many terrorist attacks in the first six months of 2025 than during the same stretch last year, he said.

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Dallas, where a shooter opened fire Wednesday. (Stewart F. House/Getty Images)


Many of those aren't easily placed in traditional political categories as attackers are increasingly inspired by what authorities are calling "a salad bar" of ideologies, Jensen said. Attackers are picking and choosing from a hodgepodge, including tenets on the left and right, to create a personalized, sometimes contradictory doctrine.
In April, an arsonist targeted the residence of Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D). In June, a gunman killed Minnesota state representative Melissa Hortman and her husband and shot and injured a state senator and his wife. Last month, a shooter attacked the Atlanta headquarters of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to protest coronavirus vaccines.
Representatives for Vance did not immediately return a request for comment Wednesday about studies that disputed his characterization of the nature of most American political violence. On Tuesday, after Trump signed an executive order designating antifa a domestic terrorist organization, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson dismissed studies that showed that most political violence was perpetrated by right-wing actors.
"Any 'experts' attempting to downplay left-wing political violence or point the finger at Republicans following the slew of left-wing violent attacks are not experts at all, they're simply partisan actors ignoring reality," Jackson told The Washington Post.
Threats and assaults against federal immigration officers and their local law enforcement partners have spiked since Trump took office, according to the Department of Homeland Security. DHS recorded 79 assaults on ICE officers between Jan. 21 and June 30, authorities said, compared with 10 during the same period in 2024 under the Biden administration. At least three incidents have involved shootings -- all in Texas.
Still, the discourse Wednesday elicited a rebuke from Rep. Marc Veasey (D-Texas), whose district includes Dallas. Veasey said he was "sickened" by investigators' comments at a briefing that framed the ICE facility shooting as an attack by the "far left" on law enforcement.
"Why is there a need and an emphasis so important on keeping this about people from the far left shooting at law enforcement," Veasey said, questioning why more focus wasn't on the fact that it was detainees, not officers, hurt and killed.
Veasey also faulted GOP lawmakers for posting partisan statements about the shooting on X before more facts are known.
"I was hoping that after the assassination of Charlie Kirk that we would have learned lessons and that we realize that this is not about gamesmanship. This is not about one-upsmanship," Veasey said.
Molly Hennessy-Fiske and David Nakamura contributed to this report
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White House
Trump unveils wall of presidents, with an autopen standing in for Biden 
A White House official said that all presidents are featured, displayed in chronological order, starting with George Washington and going up to Donald Trump. 

A draft design of the Presidential Walk of Fame, as seen along the West Wing colonnade on Monday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Matt Viser | 2025-09-24
President Donald Trump on Wednesday unveiled a new portrait series at the White House featuring black-and-white photos of him and his predecessors, save one: The frame for Joe Biden includes a photo not of the 46th president but of an autopen.
The display, which Trump has called the Presidential Wall of Fame, lines the West Wing colonnade with images bound by thick golden frames.
Other presidents Trump has criticized smile from the display in photos and videos released by the White House, which featured the autopen in Biden's frame with a googly-eyes emoji.
A White House official said that all presidents are featured, displayed in chronological order, starting with George Washington and going up to Trump. The project is managed by the White House curators, according to the official, and Trump chose all the photos himself.
Trump first mentioned the idea last month during an interview with the Daily Caller, saying he took some inspiration from a wall of presidential portraits at the Washington Hilton.
Trump has often ridiculed Biden for his use of an autopen -- a machine that uses real ink to duplicate a human signature -- and has called for investigations into its use and suggested that Biden's aides used it to hide a president who was not cognitively capable of signing a document himself.
Presidents have long used autopens to sign executive orders, and Trump has said that he also has used it for routine correspondence. Biden has said that whenever an autopen was used on official documents, it was done with his authorization.
Biden's office did not immediately comment.
The series is the latest cosmetic change that Trump has made to the White House, rearranging portraits inside the White House, sprinkling golden items throughout the Oval Office and planning an expansive ballroom in the East Wing. The gallery sits next to the Rose Garden that the president has remade.
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Politics
A frustrated Sen. Van Hollen urges Democrats to take bigger risks
"This job is not worth it if you constantly have to be putting your finger to the wind," said Van Hollen (D), the Maryland senator, in a recent interview.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) at an election night party in November in College Park. (Graeme Sloan/For the Washington Post)


By Liz Goodwin | 2025-09-24
During more than two decades in Congress, Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland has earned a reputation as a mainstream policy wonk and loyal lieutenant to Democratic leaders. So it came as something of a shock this month when Van Hollen derided top Democrats for failing to endorse New York mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist.
"Many Democratic members of the Senate and the House representing New York have stayed on the sidelines" in the race, even as Mamdani has captured the public's imagination by focusing on "ensuring that people can afford to live in the place where they work," Van Hollen told a cheering crowd of party activists in Des Moines. "That kind of spineless politics is what people are sick of."
One of the targets of Van Hollen's ire, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), quickly dismissed the attack. ("Chris Van Who?" quipped a Jeffries spokesman.) But Van Hollen's emergence as a progressive warrior underscores the depth of frustration with Democrats' muddled response to President Donald Trump.
"This is just one more indication of how far removed the Democratic leadership is from where the American people are, and it explains why the Democratic Party is polling at the lowest level in perhaps many, many decades," said Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont). "The Democratic base wants their leadership to stand up to oligarchy. ... And you have a leadership which in many ways is refusing to do that."

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont), on his way to a vote in June in the Capitol, supports Sen. Chris Van Hollen's position that the Democratic base wants their politicians to resist oligarchy. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Van Hollen is a surprising avatar of that frustration. Elected to the House in 2002 and the Senate in 2016, he has taken on numerous sensitive tasks for his party, serving as a lead budget negotiator during the Obama administration and thrice chairing the House and Senate Democrats' campaign arm.
In recent months, however, Van Hollen has modeled a more confrontational approach to what he describes as the Trump administration's assault on Americans' constitutional rights and the rule of law. In August, he tried to enter Gaza on a fact-finding mission, going further than most Democrats to call attention to America's support of Israel even as the war in Gaza devolved into a humanitarian crisis. And in April, he traveled to a notorious El Salvador prison to visit Kilmar Abrego Garcia, an undocumented immigrant living in Maryland who was illegally deported under Trump's mass deportation program.
In an interview at a coffee shop in Kensington, Maryland -- interrupted by a constituent who thanked Van Hollen for being a "hero" -- the senator complained that his party has been "too slow to the fight, too cautious, too timid." He has ignored some pollsters who urge Democrats to focus relentlessly on politically safe kitchen table issues like inflation while sidestepping trickier ones like illegal immigration.
"This job is not worth it if you constantly have to be putting your finger to the wind," Van Hollen said.
Going to El Salvador, for example, "was instinct," Van Hollen said. "If I had listened to the pundits, I would never have gone," he added, noting that California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), a rumored 2028 presidential contender, at the time called Abrego Garcia's case a "distraction" -- though Newsom has since "come around now on the need to fight on these fundamental issues of democracy."

Van Hollen takes questions during a news conference in April at Dulles International Airport after returning from El Salvador. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post)


Strategists say the lack of clear leadership from the party's top is fueling a historically low level of support for Democrats. Polls show the party's favorability at a 30-year low, and even many Democrats lament the party's weak response to a president who has moved with astonishing swiftness to reshape the federal government, the rule of law and the congressional map.
"The Democratic Party is down bad," said Tommy Vietor, a former Obama administration official who co-hosts the liberal "Pod Save America" podcast. "Engaged Democrats, activists, people like me are looking around and wondering, who is going to step up and who is going to do something to fight back against Trump?"
Van Hollen is on "a very short list of people that have shown personal and political courage and done impressive things to fight back," Vietor said.
Van Hollen's frustration with his party began to emerge more than a year ago, when he confronted President Joe Biden over the Israel-Gaza war in the midst of a tightly contested presidential election.
The senator was one of only a handful of senior lawmakers to publicly question Biden's continued "bear hug" of Israel as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu repeatedly ignored U.S. demands following the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack.
At the time, Van Hollen said Netanyahu was essentially giving "the finger" to Biden by restricting humanitarian aid to Gaza while the president sent him more bombs. Van Hollen joined a small group of Democrats who began voting to withhold offensive weaponry from Israel as the civilian death toll in Gaza mounted.
The constant criticism irritated the White House, particularly as Biden's support of Israel soon became another vulnerability in his reelection bid.
Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), the former House speaker, recalled Van Hollen giving an impassioned speech at a small dinner when Biden was still president about the humanitarian situation in Gaza. "It was courageous because we had a Democratic president at the time, and he was being very outspoken about what more could be done," she said.
Van Hollen, 66, suddenly found himself pitted against many of his fellow Democrats and other longtime allies.

Van Hollen and Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) before a news conference on Sept. 11. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Seen as a reliable friend of Israel when he first was elected to the Senate in 2016, Van Hollen now found himself the target of negative political ads commissioned by the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), the pro-Israel lobbying group. Last year, a group of more than 70 rabbis sent Van Hollen a letter saying his activism had "stoked deeper divisions and further isolated Israel and our Jewish community."
"Senator Van Hollen's position is completely out of step with the legacy of Pro-Israel Maryland Senators Barbara A. Mikulski and Ben Cardin," AIPAC spokesman Marshall Wittmann said in a statement, adding that the group's 65,000 Maryland members are "deeply alarmed" by the senator's "persistent anti-Israel rhetoric."
Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D), the dean of the Maryland delegation in Congress and a longtime friend, disagrees with Van Hollen on Israel, because Hoyer believes Israel deserves immense leeway in its fight to eliminate Hamas. "Chris and I don't ... see eye to eye on that," Hoyer said. But "there's no doubt in my mind it is an honestly held position and concern."
Van Hollen received support from hundreds of other Jewish leaders and constituents who thanked him for his position in an open letter. And he has urged more Democrats to take on AIPAC, which has exerted influence over the party by targeting lawmakers in Democratic primaries whom it deems insufficiently supportive of Israel.
"I think people were just, for whatever reasons, scared about speaking out," he said of his Democratic colleagues. "I think AIPAC is a big part of that."
But, Van Hollen said, "When it comes to Gaza, you've got to be able to look yourself in the mirror."
On his trip to Israel and Egypt in August, Van Hollen climbed a ladder to peer into Rafah -- a city Biden told Netanyahu not to invade, given hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were seeking refuge there. Netanyahu ignored the red line, and in August, all Van Hollen could see was rubble there, stretching out for miles.
A commitment to basic human rights and U.S. credibility on the international stage drives his activism there. In the aftermath of the Oct. 7 attacks, Israel had a right -- and even a duty -- to defend itself with the counteroffensive in Gaza, he said. But the mounting civilian death toll and restrictions on basic aid made it clear just months into the conflict that the Netanyahu government was "imposing collective punishment on the Palestinian people," he said.
Van Hollen, who grew up both abroad and in Maryland while his father served as a U.S. diplomat, said he grew concerned years ago about Israeli policy in the occupied West Bank. As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Van Hollen heard from officials in the developing world that conditions there were undermining their faith in America's commitment to human rights.

Van Hollen votes in the 2016 Democratic primary at Temple Emanuel in Kensington, Maryland. (Evelyn Hockstein/For The Washington Post)


"I remember meeting with the Indonesian foreign minister, and we were trying to get the Indonesian government to vote with us at the U.N. against the Russian invasion of Ukraine," Van Hollen said. "The first thing from the foreign minister's mouth was, 'What about the United States' policy on the West Bank?'"
His stance on Israel -- that U.S. military support should be conditioned on Israel following international law -- is now the prevailing view among Democrats. A recent Gallup poll found that just 8 percent of Democrats support Israel's actions in the war, down from 36 percent shortly after it began. Overall, just 32 percent of Americans back Israel's conduct in the war, the poll found.
In the Senate, the votes have begun to follow. In the spring, just 15 Democrats voted to stop offensive weapons transfers to Israel. By July, 27 Democrats -- including some longtime Israel allies -- backed a resolution to halt automatic assault rifle sales to Israeli forces.
"There are so many senators who agree with Van Hollen who were unwilling to do or say anything" until public opinion began to turn, said Jeremy Ben-Ami, the founder of J Street, which advocates for an end to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. "He took the heat."
Van Hollen's position on Israel has drawn notice from some liberal voters who are hungry to see their outrage reflected in Washington. It "put him on the radar of a lot of young people who are passionate about that issue," said Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York).
The experience also showed Van Hollen that bucking party orthodoxy to take a moral stand can be popular, and it hardened his resolve to follow his instincts.
When Abrego Garcia was "snatched up off the streets of Maryland" and shipped to a Salvadoran prison, after the administration accused Abrego Garcia of gang ties, Van Hollen said he felt angry more than anything else.
"My instincts said this is wrong, this is a violation of his due process rights," he said. So he requested a meeting with El Salvador's president, Nayib Bukele, who was visiting Washington. After that was denied, Van Hollen decided to just show up in the Central American nation uninvited and drive to the prison.

Van Hollen and Kilmar Abrego Garcia in April in San Salvador. (AFP/Getty Images)


Salvadoran officials granted Van Hollen access to Abrego Garcia at the last minute, setting up the senator with the prisoner at his hotel and bringing unsolicited tropical drinks to their table. There, Van Hollen learned details about the prison and was able to tell Abrego Garcia's family he was alive.
Trump called Van Hollen a "grandstander," and some Democrats worried about defending an immigrant accused of gang ties. But "when somebody asks you about a fundamental core issue like due process, the answer can't be, 'Well let's talk about the price of groceries instead,'" Van Hollen said.
Soon, even influential pro-Trump podcaster Joe Rogan was taking up the cause of some of the prisoners sent without trial to the Salvadoran prison, showing that defending core constitutional rights had broader appeal, Van Hollen said. "There's a real sense, which I share, that Democrats have been overly cautious, finger to the wind, don't really stand for anything," he said.
Van Hollen is calling for Democrats to turn away from "wimpy politics" and stake out clear positions even on issues that lack a clear political upside. That includes backing Mamdani, whose tax-the-rich platform has alienated some centrists in the party and sparked backlash from Trump and wealthy donors. But if Democrats can't unite behind Mamdani, Van Hollen argued in Iowa, it will blunt momentum for the 2026 midterms.
Van Hollen also urges Democrats to tackle powerful special interests, decrying the party's failure to close a controversial tax loophole that benefits private equity when they were in power. To counter the Republicans' massive tax cut package, he plans to introduce a bill that would levy a surtax on people making more than a million dollars a year. That tax, which would be incrementally phased in, would pay for permanent tax relief for the working class.
Engaged Democratic activists have noticed Van Hollen's approach. Amid Trump's shock-and-awe second term, Van Hollen "is resonating with a lot of Democrats who are tired of seeing the other party be aggressive and our response is not sufficiently oppositional," said Polk County (Iowa) Democratic Chairman Bill Brauch.
That's why Brauch said he invited Van Hollen to address Iowa activists at the Polk County Steak Fry. "We need to say what we stand for and we need to mean it and we need to take actions that are consistent with that," he said. "And we don't see enough of that out of the leadership in D.C."
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) called Van Hollen an "extremely deliberate and thoughtful guy" and explained his current posture as a reaction to the political changes Democrats are grappling with.
"I would attribute it much more to the political environment we're in than to any change in his views or attitudes," Raskin said. "Like a lot of other people, he is rising to the occasion and putting his talents to the best use."
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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Politics
After Trump targets H-1B visas, can India lure back skilled workers?     
Indian leaders say the new $100,000 fee for H-1B visas could be a boon for domestic industry. Others say the country will struggle to absorb more skilled workers.

A worker carries goods on a cart in a busy market area in Bangalore, India, on Monday. (Idrees Mohammed/AFP/Getty Images)


By Karishma Mehrotra, Supriya Kumar | 2025-09-24
NEW DELHI -- President Donald Trump's decision to impose a $100,000 fee on new H-1B visa applications has not only dealt another blow to a U.S.-India relationship in decline, it has also reenergized an old debate here about the effects of brain drain and the country's economic future.
Indian leaders and entrepreneurs have been quick to argue that the policy change -- seen as effectively closing the visa pathway for the vast majority of applicants -- could represent an opportunity to retain more highly skilled workers.
But analysts argue that the country lacks the infrastructure to absorb them, meaning professionals may still see migration as the most viable path. Canada, Britain and China, among others, have already highlighted their openness to skilled workers from India, which could lead to a realignment of global talent flows.
"These people who want to leave India might stay only because there is no option," said Ashwini Deshpande, the head of the economics department at Ashoka University. "But if India wants to benefit from their expertise, then India needs to develop that ecosystem."
The abrupt White House announcement on Friday triggered confusion and panic among H-1B holders in the United States. After Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick described the fee as annual, companies rushed out notices telling staffers to return from abroad.

President Donald Trump signs an order introducing a $100,000 fee for H-1B visas, on Friday at the White House. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


A New York-based Indian software engineer on an H-1B visa was vacationing in Portugal when a friend called him with the news. The 34-year-old took the first flight back, even though it cost almost $5,000. "I'd rather be safe than sorry," he said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was afraid of jeopardizing his legal status.
By the time the engineer landed in New York, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt had clarified on X that the $100,000 would be a one-time fee and would apply only to new applications. The cost of the visas previously ranged from $2,000 to $5,000 and were awarded through a lottery system. The U.S. Labor Department posted on X that the initiative, called Project Firewall, would "ensure high-skilled jobs go to AMERICANS FIRST."
Though his visa should be unaffected by the new policy, the engineer fears the rules could change at any time. He feels wary about visiting family in India and is talking with his wife about moving back. "If it gets to the point where it's not even financially viable to stay, then I don't see us being here for too much longer," he said.
The announcement caught New Delhi off guard, at a moment when it seemed diplomatic tensions over Russian oil were starting to subside. Just days earlier, American representatives had traveled to India to restart negotiations on a stalled trade deal. Trump called Prime Minister Narendra Modi last week to wish him a happy birthday and thanked him for his support in ending the war in Ukraine.
Many in India saw the visa move as a bargaining chip in the long-running trade discussions, in which the United States has pushed India to open its heavily protected economy to American goods. Early last month, Trump levied a 25 percent tariff on India; soon after, he ratcheted the rate up to 50 percent, citing India's oil purchases from Moscow.
Trump's targeting of the H-1B program, signed into law by President George H.W. Bush in 1990, will have far-reaching consequences -- both for Indians and for leading American companies who have come to rely on them. There were more than 280,000 Indian H-1B holders in the  United States in 2024, according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, accounting for nearly two-thirds of recipients. Amazon, Microsoft, Meta and Apple are among the top employers of H-1B beneficiaries.
Over the last three decades, the three-year renewable visa for those with specialized skills has helped power the expansion of the U.S. tech sector and changed the career trajectory for millions of Indian workers. Many students have opted to go to U.S. graduate schools to increase their chances of securing an H-1B visa, which can offer a path to an American green card.
The Indian government warned Saturday about the "humanitarian consequences" of the move, pointing to the strain it could place on families divided across borders and calling for American authorities to address those "disruptions."
Opposition politicians seized on the moment as evidence that Modi's friendship with Trump has yielded few dividends for India. "Bear Hugs, Hollow Slogans, Concerts, and getting people to chant "Modi, Modi" is not Foreign Policy!" Mallikarjun Kharge, president of the opposition Congress party, posted on X.
In the southern state of Telangana, where H-1B aspirants form a powerful constituency, leaders demanded that New Delhi take a tougher line with Washington. "The suffering for our Telugu techies will be unimaginable," Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy said on social media.
Indian IT giants form the backbone of a $250 billion services industry that provides offshore technology work for foreign clients. But the companies also hire extensively in the United States, and many of their employees are Indians on H-1B visas. Major firms at the center of the export model, such as Tata Consultancy Services, Wipro and Infosys, saw their share prices tumble this week.
Over 62 percent of IT service exports go to the United States, according to Nasscom, a trade group that represents the industry. Prasanto Roy, a Delhi-based consultant who advises U.S. technology firms, said Indian software exporters should further prioritize diversifying their customer base.

The Manyata Tech Park in Bangalore on Friday. (Idrees Mohammed/AFP/Getty Images)


On X, some Indians used the hashtag #BrainGain to call for returning talent to build domestic industry. Others said it should force the country to face hard truths.
"Indian immigrants should first accept the fact that resentment and jealousy in the U.S. against them is probably going to increase as Indian immigrants succeed in America," said Atal Agarwal, who was previously on an H-1B visa and now owns a company that helps Indians find tech work abroad.
"Our talent can come to India and innovate here, design here," Piyush Goyal, India's commerce and industry minister, said at an event in New Delhi hours after Trump's announcement. "So we are winners, come what may."
Arnav Gupta, who runs an AI company in India, said he has grown tired of watching "our best engineers bail for Silicon Valley perks."
"As an entrepreneur," he added, "I am low-key thrilled because this could mean no more losing my star developers."
But some Indian professionals who took their talents to the United States said there are simply no comparable opportunities back home. "In the whole of India, nobody is touching the kind of robotics work I do here," said Shivam Bhardwaj, an engineer on an H-1B visa in San Jose.
In 2014, he tried to start a company in India but was unsuccessful. "There is no ease of doing business," the 31-year-old said, pointing to the country's legal and bureaucratic challenges. After graduating from college in New Delhi, following the advice of his peers, he took out a loan and completed his master's degree in robotics at New York University in 2019.
"The reasons we left India are still there," Bhardwaj concluded, saying he would sooner look to Singapore than to his home country to continue his career. And for other young Indians who were hoping to follow his path, "their future is jeopardized," he said.
Agarwal said places with living standards similar to the United States -- such as Canada and European nations -- are opening doors, as is China, which recently announced a new visa for young science and technology workers.
"China is positioning itself as a great alternative," Agarwal said.
U.S. companies may respond by investing more in what are known as global capability centers in India -- offshore hubs that handle advanced design, data analytics and research for multinational firms, according to Roy.
But that won't suddenly "translate into Silicon Valleys coming up in India," he cautioned. "There is a lot more needed in the Indian ecosystem and infrastructure."
Victoria Craw in London contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
I'm an autistic American. Trump doesn't understand me.
Plus: Why mothers shouldn't just "tough it out."

(Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-09-25
Regarding the Sept. 23 front-page article "Trump links Tylenol, autism":
As an autistic American, I'm extremely troubled by President Donald Trump's and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s claims that autism might be caused by pregnant women using acetaminophen and their references to autism as an "epidemic," implying that it can be reversed. The president has the most powerful voice in the country. It's inevitable that many will take his assertions seriously and spread them to others.
It's hard to not be hurt by this language. If I am the product of an epidemic, does this mean I should be cast away from society? If autism is "artificially induced," as opposed to something genetic, why aren't we hearing about people going from being neurotypical to being autistic? Trump failed to provide convincing evidence for his claims.
Language that treats autism as an epidemic is damaging to autistic individuals because it implies we're broken and need to be cured. As many autistic people will tell you, we're not seeking a cure. We're also not broken, and we're definitely not who Trump and Kennedy believe we are.
Trump made it clear during his remarks that he doesn't know anything about autism when he blamed acetaminophen use during pregnancy. It's commonly understood by experts that the cause of autism is complex, involving both genetics and environmental factors. The largest study to this point, published last year, examined a potential link between acetaminophen and autism and found no connection.
During his remarks, Trump again suggested that autism and vaccines are linked. This has been repeatedly debunked.
Given how little the president knows about autism, why should we take anything he says seriously?
I'm not convinced this is a good-faith effort. Trump and Kennedy appear to have already made up their minds that autism is an epidemic.
David Rivera, San Diego
The writer is president and founder of Mentoring Autistic Minds.
I am a clinical psychologist in practice for more than 40 years and the grandmother of a 5-year-old autistic boy. I found President Donald Trump's announcement about the causes of autism, as reported in the Sept. 23 news article "Trump's advice about Tylenol remains a source of contention," extremely disconcerting.
As many epidemiologists, pediatricians and obstetricians have already weighed in on the dearth of research findings to support these claims, I will not go into the scientific flaws in Trump's statements. But I would like to point out the damaging and antiquated implications of his advice to pregnant women to "tough it out" instead of taking acetaminophen for fever and pain.
In the 1950s and 1960s, Bruno Bettelheim, a psychoanalyst (who held a doctorate in art history, not psychology or psychiatry), popularized the theory of the "refrigerator mother" to explain the development of autism. Bettelheim believed that emotionally distant mothers who failed to bond with their children were the root cause of the condition. Fortunately, studies and reviews subsequently refuted this notion, demonstrating the complicated interaction among neurobiological, genetic and environmental factors to explain the development of autism.
Saying pregnant women should  "tough it out" puts the blame back on the mother. That rhetoric lays a foundation for guilt in a woman who might believe she is weak and flawed for not enduring a fever during pregnancy without analgesics.
Trump's assertion is wrong and dangerous. It ignores the scientific understanding that has come from decades of research and takes us back to 60 years ago, when mothers were irresponsibly accused of causing their children's autism.
Lynne S. Gots, Rockville
Regarding Mike Sommers's Sept. 17 Wednesday Opinion commentary, "The red state repeating California's mistakes":
Washington lobbyists love to tell Louisiana what is in the state's best interest. That argument might sell inside the Beltway, but it rings hollow back home. More important, it ignores the truth.
Louisiana is not anti-oil. We are against negligence and fraud. When a Plaquemines Parish jury examined decades of dredging, dumping and failure to restore wetlands, it found Texaco liable and returned a $744 million verdict. That judgment was not political; it was based on evidence.
Texaco's track record is a case study in why lawsuits matter. Its conduct illustrates the difference between responsible operators and repeat offenders. And when companies cut corners or cover up pollution, it is everyday Americans who pay the price.
None of this changes the fact that Louisiana is an energy powerhouse. We host nearly one-sixth of America's refining capacity, almost 50,000 miles of pipelines and the lion's share of liquefied natural gas export capacity. Since January 2024, companies have announced more than $61 billion in new energy and clean-energy projects in the state. Louisiana already exports 61 percent of U.S. LNG,  and these projects will expand that capacity.
This wave of investment came from deliberate reforms. We passed Act 312 to bring certainty to legacy lawsuits -- ensuring remediation, not windfalls. We also passed Act 295 to cut severance taxes and spur drilling, eliminated the outdated franchise tax, and clarified that natural gas and nuclear power qualify as green energy under Louisiana law.
Responsible businesses thrive when they know the rules are fair and the playing field is level. Communities thrive when they know their health, land and livelihoods are protected.
Accountability is not the enemy of energy; it is the foundation of trust and investment. We can grow our energy economy while demanding responsibility.
Jeff Landry and Liz Murrill, Baton Rouge
Jeff Landry, a Republican, is governor of Louisiana. Liz Murrill, a Republican, is the state's attorney general.
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Opinions
The food aid situation in Gaza isn't what I expected
The widely criticized Gaza Humanitarian Foundation is doing a good job under dire conditions.

Young men with aid from the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation in the Gaza Strip's Netzarim Corridor on Aug. 22. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ken Isaacs | 2025-09-25
Ken Isaacs is vice president of programs and government relations for the humanitarian organization Samaritan's Purse and the author of "Running to the Fire: Helping in Jesus' Name."
I recently returned from Gaza, where I witnessed the humanitarian catastrophe that has resulted from Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel. The crisis defies comparison to anything I have encountered in nearly four decades of responding to disasters in more than 100 countries. Governance has collapsed, routes are dangerous, and people are suffering immensely.
The main provider of food assistance in the Gaza Strip today arguably is the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, an organization backed by the United States and Israel. GHF has faced harsh criticism for its work in Gaza, with United Nations agencies and nongovernmental organizations publishing a letter in July urging donors and countries not to fund the foundation's work and to instead revert to a solely U.N.-led response. I arrived in Gaza a skeptic of GHF but left an advocate. Simply put, the common portrayal of this organization radically distorts reality.
I observed GHF's relief operations firsthand. What I saw was not a textbook distribution -- because no textbook exists for a war zone such as Gaza, where terrorist combatants hide among civilians. Instead, I saw GHF using unconventional means to successfully deliver food to civilians on a staggering scale under nearly impossible circumstances. It wasn't perfect, but it was good.
Many of GHF's staff are former military personnel. They travel in armored vehicles, maintain security protocols and are provided needed access by the Israel Defense Forces. GHF's critics see this as inappropriate militarization of humanitarian aid. I see it as realistic.
Relative to most other aid distributions around the world, GHF's job is especially dangerous, requiring tenacity and elaborate planning from people who know how to conduct themselves calmly in a volatile setting. In crowds that can number in the tens of thousands, potentially infiltrated by Hamas terrorists, steady leadership and situational control are essential. I watched GHF teams, along with their Palestinian staffs, manage huge crowds with total professionalism. IDF shooting incidents have tragically cost some Gazans their lives as they seek aid, but Israel investigates these episodes and acknowledges mistakes. Civilian deaths reflect the sad reality of war, not Israeli policy.
The scale of the crisis in Gaza, combined with the sheer difficulty and unpredictability of the crowds, demands embracing extraordinary models of humanitarian assistance. This process is beyond the abilities of a traditional humanitarian organization accustomed to using entrenched protocols.
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said recently, when discussing Gaza, that "we are seeing the last gasp of a humanitarian system built on humanitarian principles." This view is rooted in the perspective that the U.N. is the only body capable of leading a principled humanitarian response in Gaza. The message is not helpful. If we are serious about humanitarian principles, we must start with the first one: saving lives and reducing suffering -- even if it means abandoning traditional methods that didn't work in this setting.
There is no way to revert, as the U.N. has suggested, to the distribution systems used for humanitarian aid in Gaza before the Oct. 7 slaughter. It isn't possible because the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, or UNRWA, is no longer allowed to operate in Gaza after Israel found that many of its staff were members of Hamas and/or participants in the Oct. 7 attack.
Despite the challenges of working in such a dramatically changed landscape, GHF is putting food into the hands of hungry people, noting that it has distributed more than 167 million meals to date, and preventing Hamas from exerting control over the Gaza food supply. Meanwhile, the U.N.'s own statistics show that 82 percent of its trucks entering Gaza in August were "intercepted" -- looted -- "either peacefully by hungry people or forcefully by armed actors."
The people of Gaza would be better served by the U.N. coordinating with GHF to expand the delivery of humanitarian assistance effectively. There are practical steps that the U.N. can take to engage with the organization, including acknowledging the need for armed escorts of food convoys within Gaza. The Inter-Agency Standing Committee of the U.N. and its partners have long-established guidelines for the use of armed escorts for humanitarian convoys as a "last resort." Don't the people of Gaza meet the necessary conditions? The U.N. has used armed escorts for humanitarian aid in Somalia, Haiti and many other countries.
Last month, several U.N. representatives met privately with a GHF official to discuss coordinating the Gaza aid effort. This is a promising sign. Feeding desperate people should not be a rivalrous competition.
What is needed: less ideology and more courage; less bureaucratic sclerosis and more moral clarity. Don't let the pursuit of humanitarian perfection become the enemy of the practical good.
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The difference between Democratic and Republican illiberalism
Trump's aims often mirror the Biden administration's. He's just not as subtle about pursuing them.

President Donald Trump during a meeting at the United Nations headquarters in New York on Sept. 23. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Jason Willick | 2025-09-25
President Donald Trump wants his Justice Department to stretch the criminal law to target political opponents (such as New York Attorney General Letitia James and former FBI director James B. Comey). President Joe Biden's Justice Department stretched the criminal law to target political opponents, including Trump himself.
Trump's administration pressured a company (ABC) to suppress First Amendment-protected speech in the wake of Charlie Kirk's killing. Biden's administration pressured multiple companies (including Facebook and YouTube) to suppress First Amendment-protected speech during the coronavirus pandemic.
Trump's supporters, when confronted with this administration's depredations against civil liberty, often argue that Democrats did it first. The tit-for-tat debate is a dead end; this is all part of the same circling of the political drain. But it's worth highlighting one systemic difference between the "liberal" version of political repression that occurred in the early 2020s and the populist version Trump is attempting now. The liberal version was veiled and superficially neutral, while the populist version is overt and undisguised.
That makes the populist version more shocking. But it might also make it less effective in the long run. Take the role of politics in prosecutions. Trump could not have been clearer in social media posts directed at his attorney general that he wants certain of his critics prosecuted as soon as possible. He made his retributive motive clear by adding: "They impeached me twice, and indicted me (5 times!)."
Now consider how the Biden Justice Department handled its prosecution of Trump for trying to overturn the 2020 election. It never admitted a political purpose. It made a point of insisting that Trump was being treated like anyone else. But prosecutors also made the political decision to try to fast-track the case through the judicial system in an election year.
Having waited to charge Trump until the summer of 2023, the Justice Department suddenly insisted that time was of the essence. It urged lower courts to rush their rulings and asked the Supreme Court to resolve Trump's immunity claim before the appeals court had a chance to weigh in (the justices declined). The real goal of the rush -- to convict Trump before the 2024 election -- was easily inferred, even as the special counsel, Jack Smith, vigorously denied that politics was playing any role.
Last month, Smith was still insisting, through lawyers, that he "did not let the pending election influence his investigative or prosecutorial decision-making." But there was no other plausible reason for the extraordinary procedural sprint he attempted toward the end of Biden's term. The point isn't that this was the worst abuse ever; it's that even on the question of the timing of a criminal prosecution, the Biden Justice Department could not admit the role of politics.
Trump, meanwhile, is broadcasting his desire for partisan prosecutions. To successfully jail your opponents -- as Smith got close to doing with Trump -- it helps to at least pretend to be following the facts and the law. Trump's refusal to maintain this pretense will hem him in if and when the cases make their way from Truth Social to a federal court's docket.
The Trump administration's approach to censoring speech follows the same pattern. Trump's Federal Communications Commission chairman, Brendan Carr, overtly threatened ABC with regulatory reprisals if it did not discipline Jimmy Kimmel for a disparaging remark about the "MAGA gang" after Kirk's killing. Perhaps if Carr had delivered his threat more delicately, ABC would have faced less of an outcry for appearing to cave to the administration. In any case, now Kimmel is back on the air, and Trump is threatening the network himself.
Compare this ham-handedness to the Biden administration's campaign to influence what could be posted on social media during the coronavirus pandemic. The Supreme Court eventually declined (by a 6-3 vote) to rule that campaign unconstitutional. As the court's majority noted, the social media companies "moderated similar content long before any of the Government defendants engaged in the challenged conduct." It added that the platforms "had independent incentives to moderate content and often exercised their own judgment."
That censorship, in other words, operated subtly -- sometimes so subtly that the administration didn't need to give commands because it had a mind-meld with the companies' employees about what constituted harmful misinformation. Trump is trying something very different. He has no paternalistic pretense; he's openly brandishing executive power to serve his own interests.
Alexis de Tocqueville's 1831 insight about the kind of despotism most likely to take root in America is still relevant. He argued that democratic nations were unlikely to experience old-fashioned tyranny. Instead, the risk is something milder and more paternalistic: a "tutelary power" that keeps people "in perpetual childhood" for their own good. Think of the high-minded "misinformation" police and liberal legal experts admonishing that "no one is above the law."
When confronted with a willful sovereign, Tocqueville wrote, democracies can usually check "within certain limits the inordinate stretch of his desires." That clash is what is now happening with Trump, the courts and civil society. The greater threat will come when Trump, or his GOP successor, makes the apparatus of repression more sophisticated and discrete -- presenting its censorship and weaponization of government as moral and uplifting. People around Trump are presumably learning those dark arts.
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Opinions
Trump gave Russia a dotted red line. Is he serious?
Will a tougher message to Putin on Ukraine and flights over NATO territory be backed up with action?

President Donald Trump holds a bilateral meeting with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky at the U.N. General Assembly in New York Wednesday. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


By David Ignatius | 2025-09-25
After President Donald Trump's tough talk Tuesday supporting Ukraine and NATO against Russian aggression, several Ukrainian security officials asked a Western contact two basic questions: "What does this mean?" and "How long will this last?"
The honest answer is that it's too early to say whether Trump's statements represent a decisive shift in U.S. policy or were an impulsive outburst likely to prove fleeting. But people familiar with Trump's thinking say he's fed up. Explains one: "This is classic Trump --  tired of getting played and goes back hard the other way."
Trump didn't draw a red line Tuesday against further Russian assaults on Ukraine and NATO. But he at least flashed a yellow light warning Russian President Vladimir Putin to stop or face the possibility of NATO retaliation, supported by the United States. His warnings, following a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in New York, were his strongest yet against Russia --  following months of oscillating rhetoric as he tried to coax Putin toward peace.
Trump seemed to be resetting the negotiating table in a Truth Social post. Where he had previously urged Ukraine to give up occupied territory as the price for peace, he now said Ukraine could "WIN all of Ukraine back in its original form" and "maybe even go further than that!"  He derided Russia as a "paper tiger" that had been fighting "aimlessly" since it invaded in "a War that should have taken a Real Military Power less than a week to win."
Trump's post read like a superpower version of "trash talk," with threats, braggadocio and belittling comments. Whether it will be a prelude to a deeper military commitment is hard to predict.
Trump also broadcast an amped-up version of what's presumably a U.S. intelligence estimate that Russia is in "BIG Economic trouble" and that "it's almost impossible for them to get Gasoline through the long lines that are being formed." Meanwhile, he praised Zelensky as "a brave man ... putting up a hell of a fight."
Perhaps most important, Trump offered a blunt "Yes, I do" when a reporter asked whether NATO nations should shoot down Russian aircraft that entered their airspace. He said America's own military response "depends on the circumstance, but we're very strong toward NATO." After a week of escalating Russian air probes against Poland, Romania, Estonia and Germany, that was an emphatic warning to Putin.
Trump is transparent, even as his positions sometimes change day to day. He likes to back a winner, and he now lauds Zelensky's toughness and persistence after saying in February that he had "no cards." He spurns weakness, and he mocked Putin on Tuesday -- not for his aggression but his inability to win. Most of all, he doesn't like to be publicly embarrassed, as he has been since his failed Alaska peace summit.
Russia's initial response was low-key. "Don't get so excited about every tweet," said Dmitry Polyanski, Russia's deputy ambassador to the United Nations. The Russian newspaper Vedomosti led Wednesday with Trump's tirade at the U.N. that Europe is "going to hell," burying his threats to Russia.
But a clear sign that Trump's message had registered with the Kremlin came later Wednesday in a snide comment from former president Dmitry Medvedev: "Trump  again got into an alternative reality and issued a portion of political spells on the topic 'How weak Russia is.' ... He published a bright post. There is the final victory of Kyiv, and a return to the previous borders, and the failed military economy of Russia, and queues for gasoline, and the 'paper tiger.'"
Medvedev predicted that Trump would soon resume his effort to placate Russia. "I have no doubt he will return. He always comes back. ... Or do something else very important that will allow [him] to qualify for the Nobel Prize."
Let's assume that Medvedev and other skeptics are wrong. What would Trump do if he's serious about getting tough? Short of going to war, what steps could the United States and its NATO allies take to make a red line clear enough to be seen from Moscow?
Whenever we think about high-risk crisis management, a useful reference point is the Cuban missile crisis. Facing the threat of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba, President John F. Kennedy didn't rush to bomb the island but instead imposed a "quarantine" on future delivery of such missiles. That was a red line, and after some tense days in October 1962, it worked.
Facing Russian threats against NATO, Trump on Tuesday drew at least a dotted red line, with his "yes" to the question of whether NATO should shoot down Russian jets or drones in NATO airspace. Message sent and, I assume, received.
Talking Wednesday to U.S. strategists, I heard other suggestions of how the United States could operate in the "gray zone" -- actions short of war that deny and disrupt Russia. One approach would be a predetermined set of sanctions -- which a former official described to me as "institutionalized tit-for-tat."
Another would be what this official called "a shamelessness about the use of U.S. military force." He suggested "repeatedly stationing forces near Russian borders, putting the onus on Russia to then escalate, which they can't (or won't)"; "'accidental' airspace incursions -- perhaps a pipeline explodes 'accidentally,' perhaps under cover of a Ukrainian attack." The aim, he said, would be to "make the gray zone uncomfortably bright." Such actions would move the United States up the escalatory ladder but keep things well below the nuclear threshold.
For now, what's most likely is that Trump will implement the policy he sketched Tuesday: The United States will supply NATO with the weapons and intelligence that could allow Ukraine to push back Russian forces. If Russia's economy is as fragile as Trump claims, that approach could allow Ukraine to stay in the fight long enough that even Putin will tire of a war he so recklessly created.
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Opinions
What DOGE's sledgehammer did to Virginia's economy
A reckless approach to governing has been bad for jobs and the cost of living.

Virginia Republican gubernatorial candidate Winsome Earle-Sears and Ohio Republican gubernatorial candidate Vivek Ramaswamy at a campaign rally in Chesterfield, Virginia, on Sept. 19. (Mike Kropf/Richmond Times-Dispatch/AP)


By Abigail Spanberger | 2025-09-25
Abigail Spanberger represented Virginia's 7th District in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2019 to 2025. She is the Democratic nominee for governor.
Turn on the TV or get online and you're met with talking heads reading the political tea leaves. I'm not a pundit. But I can tell you what I'm hearing in communities across the commonwealth as a candidate to serve as Virginia's next governor: Virginians want leaders focused on alleviating the squeeze of high energy bills, the fear of being fired or laid off with no notice, and the late-night worries over how to make mortgage and rent payments.
This month, the number of Americans filing for unemployment benefits jumped to the highest level in nearly four years. While this trend is playing out nationwide, Virginia has been hit especially hard by economic turmoil. Our unemployment rate recently rose for seven consecutive months -- the longest streak since the 2008 financial crisis. More Virginians are looking for jobs and cannot find them.
In July, when Virginia lost our spot as "America's Top State for Business," CNBC cited the economic fallout caused by President Donald Trump's reduction of the federal workforce. These cuts, and the economic effects of Elon Musk's disastrous Department of Government Efficiency, aren't just hurting the more than 320,000 federal workers who call Virginia home -- business owners are seeing families cut back on spending, and the chaos is threatening the state's overall economy.
And the future is less than promising. The University of Virginia forecasts virtually no job growth next year. Business leaders and economists are pointing to one clear cause: the Trump administration's attacks on thousands of Virginians' jobs.
So what are Virginia's statewide leaders doing to stand up for our neighbors and against this chaos? Well, Winsome Earle-Sears -- the lieutenant governor and my opponent in this year's race for governor -- just last week campaigned with Vivek Ramaswamy, whom Fox News credentialed as "one of the original 'DOGE' leaders."
Despite the warning signs, the lieutenant governor remains steadfast in her loyalty to this president. She refused to answer questions about the thousands of Virginia federal workers fired by his administration, saying instead that she wants to talk about "real issues." She has repeatedly praised the GOP tax law that jeopardizes access to health care coverage for hundreds of thousands of Virginians, has already forced three rural health care clinics to close and will raise premiums for working families.
I've been hearing from Virginians since January who are feeling the brunt of the chaos coming across the Potomac -- and I've been speaking out against this reckless sledgehammer approach to governing for just as long. Beginning on day one in office, I will take decisive action to address the No. 1 concern I hear from families: the high cost of living. I've laid out plans to lower the costs of housing, health care and energy.
Right now, while the White House makes life more expensive, Virginians deserve leaders who will be laser-focused on lowering costs for Virginians -- even if doing so may ruffle feathers in Washington.
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Opinions
AI just created a working virus. The U.S. isn't prepared for that.
A stunning scientific accomplishment brings both great promise and great risk.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock) 


By Tal Feldman, Jonathan Feldman | 2025-09-25
Tal Feldman is a student at Yale Law School who formerly built AI and data tools for U.S. government agencies. Jonathan Feldman is a computer science and biology student at Georgia Institute of Technology.
We're nowhere near ready for a world in which artificial intelligence can create a working virus, but we need to be -- because that's the world we're now living in.
In a remarkable paper released this month, scientists at Stanford University showed that computers can design new viruses that can then be created in the lab. How is that possible? Think of ChatGPT, which learned to write by studying patterns in English. The Stanford team used the same idea on the fundamental building block of life, training "genomic language models" on the DNA of bacteriophages -- viruses that infect bacteria but not humans -- to see whether a computer could learn their genetic grammar well enough to write something new.
Turns out it could. The AI created novel viral genomes, which the researchers then built and tested on a harmless strain of E. coli. Many of them worked. Some were even stronger than their natural counterparts, and several succeeded in killing bacteria that had evolved resistance to natural bacteriophages.
The scientists proceeded with appropriate caution. They limited their work to viruses that can't infect humans and ran experiments under strict safety rules. But the essential fact is hard to ignore: Computers can now invent viable -- even potent -- viruses.
The Stanford paper is a preprint that has not yet undergone peer review, but this advance suggests enormous promise. The same tools that can conjure new viruses could one day be harnessed to cure disease. Viruses could be engineered to fight antibiotic-resistant bacteria, one of the great crises in global health. Cocktails of diverse AI-designed viruses could treat infections that no existing drug can touch.
But there is no sugarcoating the risks. While the Stanford team played it safe, what's to stop others from using open data on human pathogens to build their own models? And if that happens, the same techniques could just as easily be used to create viruses lethal to humans -- turning a laboratory breakthrough into a global security threat.
For decades, U.S. biosecurity strategy has been built on prevention. Many DNA synthesis companies screen orders to make sure customers aren't printing genomes of known pathogens. Labs follow safety protocols. Export controls slow the spread of sensitive technologies. These guardrails still matter. But they cannot keep up with the pace and power of AI innovation. Screening systems cannot flag a virus that has never existed before. And no border can block the diffusion of algorithms once they are published online.
Resilience is the only viable answer. If AI collapses the timeline for designing biological weapons, the United States will have to reduce the timeline for responding to them. We can't stop novel AI-generated threats. The real challenge is to outpace them.
First, the United States needs to build the computational tools required to respond as fast as new threats appear. The same models that design viruses can be trained to quickly design antibodies, antivirals and vaccines. But these models need data -- on how immune systems and therapeutics interact with pathogens, on which designs fail in practice and on what manufacturing bottlenecks exist. Much of that information is siloed in private labs, locked up in proprietary datasets or missing entirely. The federal government should make building these high-quality datasets a priority.
Second, we need the physical capacity to turn those computer designs into real medicines. Right now, moving from a promising design to a working drug can take years. What's needed are facilities on standby that can validate thousands of candidates in parallel, then quickly mass-produce the best ones. The private sector cannot justify the expense of building that capacity for emergencies that may never arrive. Government has to step in, taking the lead with long-term contracts that keep plants ready until the next crisis hits.
Third, regulation must adapt. The Food and Drug Administration's emergency-use pathways were not built for therapies designed by computers in real time. Needed are new fast-tracking authorities that allow provisional deployment of AI-generated countermeasures and clinical trials, coupled with rigorous monitoring and safety measures. And the entire system has to be stress-tested ahead of a crisis, with regular national exercises that simulate an AI-generated outbreak.
For years, experts have warned that generative biology could collapse the timeline between design and disaster. That moment has arrived. The viruses created in the Stanford experiment were harmless to humans. The next ones might not be.
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The Post's View
ICE shooting shows how easily political violence boomerangs
Attack on law enforcement in Texas is an intolerable assault on the rule of law.

Police investigate the scene of a shooting at a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility on Wednesday in Dallas. (Stewart  F. House/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-24
A shooter at a Dallas Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility on Wednesday was apparently targeting law enforcement but shot three detainees instead. The horrific episode serves as an allegory for how politically motivated violence almost never achieves its intended goal.
Authorities say the 29-year-old suspect "fired indiscriminately" toward the ICE facility, hitting the victims, who were inside a van. FBI Director Kash Patel tweeted a photo of "ANTI-ICE" written in blue ink on an unspent shell casing at the crime scene. The shooter, identified as Joshua Jahn, killed himself.
Something similar happened in Atlanta last month when an anti-vaccine shooter fired hundreds of bullets at six buildings at the headquarters of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. His rampage killed a responding police officer -- a father of two children, with a third on the way -- who had nothing to do with vaccines.
And on Friday, a gunman shot up an ABC affiliate in Sacramento,  in what authorities believe was a politically motivated response to the network's temporary suspension of Jimmy Kimmel's comedy show a day earlier. None of the journalists working at the ABC station had anything to do with that decision, nor did the drive-by shooting have any impact on whether Kimmel would return.
In fact, violence typically bolsters the causes of victims. Charlie Kirk's movement is already bigger, and the group he founded more popular, in death than in life. His wife, Erika, will carry his torch. Their cause will endure.
Political violence, like school shootings, risks inspiring copycats unless forceful steps are taken. The ICE facility where Wednesday's shooting happened faced a bomb threat last month. Just two months ago, Patel said an individual ambushed officers at a nearby ICE facility. There were two similar incidents this summer: A police officer was wounded in the neck on July 4,  when at least two people opened fire on an ICE detention facility in Alvarado. Three days later, a man wearing body armor shot at a Customs and Border Protection facility in McAllen before being killed by police.
President Donald Trump correctly pointed out during his eulogy for Kirk on Sunday in Phoenix that "no side in American politics has a monopoly on disturbed or misguided people." He also criticized the absurd view that became fashionable among some liberal academics during the late 2010s that certain forms of speech can be considered violent because they cause stress. "If speech is violence, then some are bound to conclude that violence is justified to stop speech," Trump said. "And we're not going to let that be justified."
Speech is not violent. It is a cure for violence. Free and open debate is a safety valve.
The president knows this firsthand because he came within an inch of being assassinated last summer in Butler, Pennsylvania. Nine weeks after that, a Secret Service agent spotted Ryan Wesley Routh in the bushes with a rifle at Trump's golf course in Florida. On Tuesday, a Florida jury found Routh guilty of trying to kill Trump, after which Routh tried to stab himself in the neck with a pen.
No one who perpetrates political violence deserves even the slightest sympathy, regardless of their ideological background or motives. This is essential to prevent attacks from being effective.
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The Post's View
The shutdown that no one, and everyone, wants
A shutdown is likely as both sides believe the other will be blamed, and Democrats fear their base.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) speaks alongside his House counterpart, Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), at the Capitol on June 11. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-24
In previous clashes over impending government shutdowns, the media would often describe talks between the two parties as having "broken down." If only that were true today.
Negotiations haven't stalled this time around because, well, none have really taken place. Nor do they seem likely to happen before the lights turn off next week. The reason is simple: A government shutdown -- though just about everybody in Washington says they want to avoid one -- would serve the short-term political interests of both sides. Or so the leaders in each party believe.
Republicans are uninterested in engaging, preferring instead to fix the problem with a bill that keeps the government funded at current levels through Nov. 21. President Donald Trump on Tuesday canceled his scheduled Thursday meeting to discuss the impasse with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (both New York Democrats). His stated reason was that Democrats have made "ridiculous demands" to reach a deal, and he didn't believe a meeting "could possibly be productive."
This aligns with messaging from Trump's Republican allies, who see a shutdown as a chance to cast the Democrats as obstructionists. More counterintuitively, the president might stand to benefit if large portions of the government are forced to close, because that would give his administration greater leeway to decide which agencies to close, which workers to send home and what spending to prioritize. That is a backdoor opportunity to suffocate programs that Democrats would never vote to cut.
House Republicans last week passed their temporary extension, which would keep the government open until the week before Thanksgiving, but Senate Democrats refused to give up their leverage and rejected it. At least seven Democratic senators will need to join the GOP to pass any funding measure. They have not drawn red lines, but their main demand is to extend covid-era Obamacare subsidies that are set to expire at the end of the year. (The dilemma for House GOP leaders is that they risk losing dozens of votes from their right flank if they agree to that concession.)
With the minority party publicly begging Republicans to simply come to the table, Democrats argue that it would be unfair for them to get blamed. They are also emboldened because they won the blame game during shutdowns in 2013 and 2018-2019. A more important consideration for them, however, is that their base and left-wing commentators have been demanding brinkmanship.
Democratic leaders want to avoid a repeat of the March budget showdown, when a handful of Democrats -- including Schumer -- voted for a GOP funding bill out of the reasonable fear that a shutdown would empower Trump to further gut the federal bureaucracy. After intense blowback, the party's leaders now believe they cannot accept anything less than significant concessions -- or they risk a full-blown revolt. Schumer fears a primary challenge from his left in 2028.
Trump has made it more difficult for Democrats to compromise, even on a reasonable stopgap measure, by refusing to spend money that Congress has appropriated. The White House is using a gimmick to rescind foreign aid that has bipartisan support in Congress without securing approval from lawmakers. That money, which the administration is legally obligated to spend unless Congress says otherwise, is scheduled to lapse next Tuesday at the same time the government is set to close. So if Democrats accept a funding deal without addressing the "pocket rescission," they would essentially be giving up any leverage to stop the administration from indefinitely impounding the funding. Democrats see this as an end run around Congress's constitutional power over the purse.
Taken together, all of this suggests that the chances for an 11th-hour deal are vanishingly small. Democrats have signaled that they know they need to eventually compromise, which will require giving up on key demands and angering their activist wing. Meanwhile, Republicans still need to come to terms with the reality that they cannot pass a funding bill without some Democrats. So long as members of the minority party stick together, the GOP will eventually have to negotiate with them, either now or during a shutdown.
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Opinions
Charlie Kirk's death reveals heroes -- and hypocrites
Conservatives and liberals are undermining core principles of free speech.

Demonstrators in Los Angeles protest on Sept. 18 the suspension of late-night host Jimmy Kimmel. (Mario Tama/Getty Images) 


By Megan McArdle | 2025-09-24
In the time since Tyler Robinson was charged with fatally shooting Charlie Kirk, I've been thinking about Robinson's parents. Despite their anguish and fear, they convinced their son to surrender to police instead of becoming accessories after the fact.
It was the right thing to do, but it's a heroically unnatural decision. The instinct is to shelter your wayward kin, take care of your tribe and let society fend for itself. Civilization asks us to rise above those base instincts, to endorse and enforce universal principles rather than the primal logic of "us" and "them." But few of us face such a big challenge.
So pause to reflect on their sacrifice. Reflect, too, on how the rest of us live up to a much easier principle, such as free speech.
I spent the past decade watching conservatives complain about "cancel culture" and government attacks on free speech. And then, last week, I watched them enact these very things on a grander scale: Social media mobs hounding random nobodies out of their jobs; the government pushing companies to censor speech.
Progressive online hordes might have gotten people undeservedly fired, but at least they weren't cheered on by the vice president of the United States. The Biden administration might have threatened social media companies with regulatory retaliation for not cracking down on "misinformation" enthusiastically enough. However, at least those officials didn't go on a podcast -- like Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr -- and threaten to revoke the licenses of ABC affiliates unless they pulled Jimmy Kimmel off the air.
This weapons-grade hypocrisy was the work of a small number of conservatives, but it was supported online by many more. If anyone called out the hypocrisy, conservatives responded that this was different: This was celebrating murder. Or they pointed toward progressive social media and said, "You want to see hypocrisy? Try looking over there."
Admittedly, there's a certain insincerity to the left's belated discovery of the importance of free speech. I have had to stop drinking beverages while scrolling social media, lest I choke on my own mordant laughter as I watch prominent cancellation artists -- and their accomplices -- make an about-face and start saluting the First Amendment. Apparently the old justifications, like "freedom of speech doesn't mean freedom from consequences," don't sound so compelling when your opponents are mouthing them -- and doling out the consequences.
However silly progressives look, at least they are now pointed in the right direction, while conservatives are headed in the wrong one.
Our fidelity to unnatural principles, such as free speech, is the foundation of civilization today. You cannot run a modern industrial society on tribal loyalties and personal judgments that work well for a small band of foragers. For that, you need broad and impartial principles that equally apply to everyone, and are equally enforced by everyone, even against their own.
When those principles are working, it's easy to forget how fragile that negotiated truce is, and how much we need it. Our ancient instincts reassert themselves, and we look for ways to weasel out of the social contract. After all, no matter how much lip service we pay to principles, it feels gloriously right to punish those odious outsiders who have offended our most sacred values. And it feels hideously wrong to clip the wings of our wonderful allies, who have merely violated the primitive superstitions of some lesser tribe. So we invent reasons that this is different.
That's how some progressives came to believe that they could use the outsize power they had amassed on social media to rewrite the rules unilaterally. Social justice was different; free speech was a tool of the oppressor, so naturally they granted immunity to themselves while cracking down on the other side. They are now discovering where that ends.
Having abandoned the clear and unforgiving principles of free speech, they have little to protect them now except a child's plaint: That's not what I meant! Conservatives will be equally unprotected when the worm turns again and Democrats have the FCC at their disposal. We could spend years battering each other until there is nothing left of our tattered democracy. Or we could choose to restore the old truce.
By "we" I don't mean some vague, collective "we." I mean you and me. And I'm afraid we can't just shout about the horrible behavior of people we disagree with -- very satisfying, and very ineffective. Your side is the one you can influence, so that's where you should concentrate your fire, even if the other side's behavior seems objectively worse. If that seems like unilateral disarmament, well, how's the escalating game of tit-for-tat working out?
One might ask whether it's realistic to demand people rise above their instincts in this bitterly partisan age, especially when so many of their opponents are failing to do so. Yet evidently it's possible to live up to principle, because Tyler Robinson's family did, in the hardest possible way. They didn't demand proof that other families would do the right thing in their situation; they just did it.
Charlie Kirk's widow did the right thing, too. Her husband was assassinated over politics, leaving her children without a father. Erika Kirk didn't give in to the natural impulse to rail against her political enemies, like certain U.S. presidents I could name. Instead, she gave a beautiful eulogy in which she forgave her husband's killer on principle, and reaffirmed Charlie's commitment to many other principles -- among them, the First Amendment. This seems both extraordinary and entirely reasonable, because she, of all people, knows where the other way is leading us.
"When you stop the conversation, when you stop the dialogue -- this is what happens," she said. "When we lose the ability and the willingness to communicate, we get violence."
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Opinions
How Trump nearly doubled his support from Black voters
New data shows historic gains made by the president among this racial demographic.

Supporters gather at Donald Trump's community roundtable in Detroit on June 15, 2024. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Theodore Johnson | 2025-09-24
After the presidential election in November, exit polls suggested that Donald Trump could credit his victory to support from young adults, voters lacking a college degree, and Hispanic and Black men. His improvement among Black voters was noteworthy at the time, but new data -- based on voters whose participation is confirmed in state election records -- confirms that his share was historic.
Trump is the first Republican presidential nominee in nearly half a century to win at least 15 percent of this voting bloc, according to the Pew Research Center, two points higher than exit polls showed. This means Trump nearly doubled his support from Black voters compared with 2020, increasing from 5 percent to 10 percent among women and from 12 percent to 21 percent among men.
Reports attributed this shift to several factors: the appeal of MAGA's swaggering brand to Black men, the resurgence of Black conservatives after Barack Obama's presidency and a generational rift among the nation's most uniform voting bloc.
Republican strategists in the post-civil rights era believed that if their candidates could win just 20 percent of Black voters, the party would have a stronghold on the White House and "become a majority party." Trump came closer to that number than Ronald Reagan and every Republican presidential candidate since. Black Republicans are already pushing Trump and the party to take outreach to Black voters seriously if they want to maintain control of Congress.
Trump's improvement isn't due to his delivery on campaign promises or better outcomes for Black voters. Though his continued support of historically Black colleges is welcome, he hasn't kept his word on nearly every other policy promise made to the group. Their economic situation is worsening: Unemployment is up; income and homeownership are down. And it isn't his style or persona that is winning them over. Only 5 percent of Black Americans strongly approve of his performance, earning him the group's lowest approval rating since 1983, when Reagan opposed creating a federal holiday for the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. So, what explains Trump's success?
The easy but incorrect answer is that a growing number of Black Americans are comfortable voting against their interests. The truth is that their partisan loyalty is fraying and more of them are less likely to link their personal interests to the group's. A century ago, about 90 percent of Black people lived in the South, creating political bonds as they survived oppression. Scholars have chronicled how segregation and injustice shaped the group's long-standing solidarity at the ballot box, making civil rights the basis for its politics. But the 1960s were many elections ago -- the vast majority of Black voters today were born after the end of Jim Crow and after the Great Migration diffused the Black experience beyond the South. Trump is the first Republican president to benefit from the resulting diversification.
There's a wide-ranging realignment happening in American politics. The usual cleavages along racial, educational and class lines are changing, and Black America is not immune. A recent study found that 3 in 5 Black voters prioritize health care and cost of living concerns over civil rights policy. Younger ones are less partisan, consider racial identity differently in their politics and think most about socioeconomic mobility. Moreover, the Black immigrant population has doubled in the last two decades, and 1 in 5 Black people are either foreign-born or the children of immigrants. In a two-party republic, especially a polarized one, changes in loyalty to the Democratic Party mean some increased support for Republicans.
Perhaps Trump's campaign sensed the opportunity was ripe for seizing, but if that's true, the outreach did not reflect it. At a 2024 campaign stop in South Carolina, Trump complained about his criminal indictments before adding, "A lot of people said that's why the Black people like me ... It's been pretty amazing but possibly, maybe, there's something there." He attended a conference of Black journalists in Chicago where he questioned whether Kamala Harris was Black and amplified false claims that Black immigrants in Ohio were eating their neighbors' pets. Trump's success is because an evolving electorate made room for him, not the other way around.
Ideological diversity among Black voters, despite a history of partisan voting, mirrors most groups in America; they are not a monolith. And they are not static, either. Because of the successes and failures of previous generations, their politics, allegiances and priorities change. This generation of Black voters is the first to grow up in an accessible democracy and witness a Black president and vice president -- of course their politics have evolved.
There have been three times when 95 percent of Black voters supported the same presidential candidate: during Reconstruction, in 1964 when the Civil Rights Act was effectively on the ballot, and the Obama campaigns. But rather than signal the beginning of a new politics -- such as the idea of a post-racial America in 2008 -- maybe these moments were the culmination of the previous struggle. Reconstruction facilitated democratic participation denied at the country's founding; the civil rights era realized the progress sought during Reconstruction; Obama's presidency was a product of a half-century of Black electoral solidarity shaped by civil rights legislation.
Trump's historic showing suggests the realignment underway includes Black voters who are willing to give precedence to factors other than the parties' rhetoric or records on racial equality. That doesn't mean Republicans will soon hit their holy grail share of 20 percent nationally. If history is a guide, the party is more likely to squander this opportunity than to appreciate it. Next year's midterms will offer the best clue as to whether the increased Black support is the party's or if it is Trump's alone. Either way, the game is changing.
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Opinions
Trump should fix the U.N., not just grandstand
Rhetorical digs won't improve an institution in need of serious repair.

President Donald Trump and Melania Trump at U.N. headquarters on Tuesday. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By John R. Bolton | 2025-09-24
John R. Bolton was ambassador to the United Nations under President George W. Bush and national security adviser under President Donald Trump.
Balking escalators and recalcitrant teleprompters are compelling metaphors for the United Nations. On Tuesday, they gave President Donald Trump the excuse to vent the sort of personal grievances that so often preoccupy him. I have walked up that stopped U.N. escalator a time or two but never grasped its metaphysical significance.
But Trump's more substantive grievances about the U.N. were also on full display in his speech to the General Assembly. Some of them were even accurate, although obscured by repeated unscripted digressions from his prepared text. Trump's rhetorical fog aside, with the U.N. turning 80 years old, now is precisely the right moment to focus on the U.N.'s failings -- and even to start imagining some remedies.
When asked whether America should withdraw from the organization, Jeane Kirkpatrick, President Ronald Reagan's formidable ambassador to the U.N., told me she had responded, "No, it's not worth the effort." Her insight was that, flawed as so much of the U.N. system is, America had enough equities at stake that it did not have the luxury of ignoring what happened in New York, Geneva, Vienna and other U.N. cities. Instead, Washington had to set priorities: minimize damage from large swaths of the organization; use what is beneficial to U.S. national interests; and withdraw from what was unsalvageable.
The U.N. universe is a vast array of assemblies, agencies and programs -- its very size, redundancy and institutional inertia forming part of the problem. Talking broadly about "the U.N." doesn't even begin to describe the complex and often frustrating reality.
The U.N.'s key political decision-making bodies are all but hopelessly broken. The General Assembly has almost never had a coherent purpose other than offering a backdrop for authoritarian leaders to practice their rhetoric. And the Security Council is as gridlocked now as during the height of the Cold War. Disputes among its five permanent members mean that truly important issues are addressed elsewhere and brought to the council only for a splash of U.N. holy water -- if they're brought at all.
All too many U.N. peacekeeping operations continue endlessly as part of the problems they were created to solve. In the Middle East, the U.N. Truce Supervision Organization lumbers on as it has since 1949, as does its contemporary, the U.N. Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan. In the Western Sahara, for a more recent example, the Security Council has failed to provide the self-determination referendum for the Sahrawi people promised in 1991. The list could go on.
Although the 1990s collapse of Soviet communism briefly brought hope that things would improve, that hope soon proved forlorn. The vitality shown in response to Saddam Hussein's 1990 invasion of Kuwait was a one-time phenomenon, remembered fondly but not repeated. The New York headquarters sees a lot of process but precious little product. As one British diplomat put it, the U.N. is a bureaucracy, not an activity.
The situation is different, however, in at least some of the U.N.'s specialized agencies and programs, often those voluntarily funded rather than financed through assessed (that is to say, compulsory) contributions. Such agencies have well-defined, technical mandates and, if they avoid politicization, can and do perform important functions. Consider the International Civil Aviation Organization in Montreal; the International Maritime Organization in London; the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna; and the World Intellectual Property Organization, the International Telecommunications Union and the World Meteorological Organization, all in Geneva.
Agencies such as UNESCO never had a clear mandate and thrived on anti-American and anti-Western controversies. Reagan was right to boldly withdraw the United States from the agency in 1984. Similarly, the World Health Organization showed its vulnerability to politicization during the coronavirus pandemic and suffered accordingly. But several U.N. programs have done important work over many years. Consider UNICEF and the World Food Program, both often led by Americans, and the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. All are funded voluntarily, and all provide important humanitarian assistance in international crises. Others, such as the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, have failed badly.
Meanwhile, huge organizations such as the World Bank Group, technically affiliated with the U.N., deserve scrutiny and enormous reform or retrenchment, especially given their programmatic overlap with various U.N. components and regional development banks.
To make a lasting impact, hard work will be required. Washington will need to assess the merits of each of the agencies that make up the ungainly U.N. system. The system is resilient -- it knows how to theatrically gasp at any insults hurled its way while continuing to do business as usual. Drive-by speeches, even those of Trumpian duration, just come and go, like all the other hot air that has coursed through U.N. headquarters for decades.
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Letters to the Editor
If we want to fix polarization, we can't afford to play the blame game
Letters on polarization and political violence.

(Mario Tama/Getty Images)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-09-24
After the tragic killing of conservative activist Charlie Kirk, politicians and commentators across the ideological spectrum are debating which party has the greater problem with political violence.
I don't disagree with what Marc A. Thiessen wrote in his Sept. 21 Sunday Opinion column, "Yes, the left has a political violence problem," that seeing people celebrate Kirk's killing was revolting. Celebrating another person's death shows an utter lack of common humanity. Further, it is concerning that, according to the polls Thiessen presented, too many people on the left justify political violence.
But is the problem of political violence really worse on the left than on the right? According to research by the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank, in the past five years, 79 people have been killed as a result of political violence in the United States. Violence on the right accounted for 54 percent of those deaths, while the left accounted for 22 percent.
Political violence is a problem on both sides of the aisle. Blaming one side for political violence will only further inflame partisan divisions at a time when America needs healing.
The words of America's greatest president, Abraham Lincoln, who saved the union, ring true today: "A house divided against itself cannot stand." We need to rise above the blame game and bring our wobbly house together.
Bruce Kirby, Rockville
Fareed Zakaria's Sept. 22 op-ed, "Our polarization is perilous. But we are not hopeless.," pointed to quiet moments of compromise in America's history as a divided country. I worry those isolated examples are being mistaken for signs of a broader shift that isn't really happening.
The more troubling reality is how deeply political division has penetrated our social lives. Fifty years ago, it was more normal for neighbors to vote differently and still view one another as decent people. Today, partisanship has become a kind of moral sorting mechanism: If you're not in my tribe, you're suspect.
I am a student at Harvard Law School, where I am studying constitutional law and political theory. In seminars, we debate how pluralism survives in a fractured society. The answer usually comes back to trust: in institutions but, more important, in one another. That's precisely what's eroding. It forces us to confront an uncomfortable question: Can a democracy survive when its citizens no longer trust one another enough to share power?
The foundation of liberal democracy is the belief that collective self-government, even with all its messiness, is better than rule by a single, unaccountable authority. However, when polarization deepens and social trust collapses, that belief starts to erode. People stop seeing democracy as flawed but necessary, and start seeing it as broken beyond repair. Rome didn't fall in a day; it decayed from within over time.
Social media has created powerful incentives to fear, mock and even loathe the other side, turning political disagreement into something closer to existential threat. Until we reckon with the technology that monetizes outrage and rewards dehumanization, these moments of compromise will remain the exception, not the beginning of something new. We know what's breaking us. Now the question is how -- and if -- we can come together to rebuild the bonds that hold our democracy together.
Regina Nappo, Cambridge, Massachusetts
While negotiating the 1990 budget deal with a Democratic-controlled Congress, President George H.W. Bush did something that you don't see much of anymore in Washington: He compromised. As I wrote in my book "Character Matters ... and Other Life Lessons from George H.W. Bush": "We now know that President Bush was well aware of the consequences of the budget deal. As early as 1989, after meeting with a group of economists about how to fix the problem, he wrote in his diary: 'I think some of these [proposals] could mean a one-term Presidency, but it's that important for the country.'"
Bush signed the budget deal, and though it did eventually balance the budget, it also probably cost him the 1992 presidential election to Bill Clinton.
No president can solve our problems alone. They need a smart and dedicated team to advise them, to tell them the truth, to help them accomplish their goals.
They need people like William Webster, the only American to head both the FBI and the CIA.
President Jimmy Carter asked Webster to head the FBI; President Ronald Reagan asked him to head the CIA. Webster once told me that there was a time when he knew more secrets than anyone in the world.
But he wasn't as interested in politics as he was in serving his country.
Webster felt so strongly about the importance of character that at the age of 100, he bought copies of my book and gave them to every single member of Congress and asked them to read them. He inserted a letter into each book that said in part: "I've always remained optimistic about Americans' ability to do the right thing; I appeal to you as a leader of our country to do all you can to lead by example and to show others that collaboration, cooperation, and yes, character all matter in what we do as a nation."
Do your job as an American and demand better character of your leaders. There are more Websters among us. Find them. Elect them. Support them.
Jean Becker, Houston
The writer was chief of staff to George H.W. Bush between 1994 and 2018.
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The Post's View
Jailing of journalist shows China still fears the covid truth
More than 120 journalists are imprisoned by the Communist regime, which tolerates no truth telling.

Chinese officials turn diplomats and journalists away on Sept. 19 from a Shanghai court. (Rebecca Bailey/AFP/Getty Images) 


By Editorial Board | 2025-09-24
Nearly six years after the coronavirus first appeared in Wuhan, sparking a  pandemic, Chinese authorities are still acting as though they have something to hide -- and fear. Last Friday, a brave journalist who helped expose the impact of the coronavirus's  early days in Wuhan was once again sentenced to four years in prison, apparently for continuing to rattle authorities by speaking truth and refusing to be silenced.
Zhang Zhan was charged with "picking quarrels and provoking trouble." That's the catchall phrase from Communist China's lexicon for anyone who makes the regime uncomfortable. Zhang was hit with the same charge in December 2020 for her live-streamed reporting from Wuhan earlier that year. She revealed overcrowded and understaffed hospitals, empty streets and the debilitating lockdown of the entire city.
She spent four years in prison, until her release in May 2024. But she was detained again three months later and has had no contact with the outside world since then. Press freedom groups and the U.N. Human Rights Office said Zhang was rearrested and charged  likely because of her social media posts about the regime's human rights abuses.
In a country where the media is strictly controlled, citizen-journalists such as Zhang typically provide the only real source of uncensored information. From those early days of the pandemic, she posted 122 YouTube videos of life  amid the world's first and most severe lockdown. Reporters Without Borders (RSF) honored Zhang with its 2021 Press Freedom Award for courage.
Though she was lauded overseas as a truth teller, back in China, the country's paranoid rulers considered her a threat. In China, journalists who stray from the official line and dare to tell the truth end up imprisoned and silenced. China now has 124 media workers in prison and ranks 178th out of 180 countries on RSF's press freedom index. That's above only North Korea and Eritrea in terms of press freedom and the treatment of journalists.
Zhang's imprisonment and China's overall treatment of journalists raise a question still lingering about Wuhan. What, exactly, is China still trying to hide? It's obvious what it fears most: the truth.
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D.C. Politics
D.C. Council member Brianne Nadeau will not seek reelection in Ward 1
Nadeau's announcement that she won't seek a fourth term is likely to ignite a fierce campaign for the open D.C. Council seat. Three candidates have already announced.

D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau was first elected in 2014. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn | 2025-09-25
D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), one of the council's most liberal stalwarts, has announced she will not seek reelection, capping off a three-term tenure and igniting what is likely to be a fierce campaign for the open seat.
Nadeau, who was first elected to the council in 2014, said it was a difficult decision but that she felt the time had come to pass the torch.
"I'm really proud of the work that I've been doing, so it's definitely hard to step away from that," Nadeau said. "But I also acknowledge that there's a lot more I want to do in life. I want to spend more time with my family, and be able to have more flexibility over my time and commitments, so it really felt like it was time to step back and let somebody else bring their energy to the job."
Nadeau's announcement could kick off a crowded scramble to fill her seat next year -- Nadeau, 44, noted it is the first time in 43 years that an incumbent is not running. Three candidates have already entered the race: Brian Footer, chairman of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1E; Terry Lynch, a longtime advocate for downtown improvements; and Aparna Raj, former chair of the D.C. chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America.
Nadeau said she will endorse a "proud progressive Democrat with a proven track record in local government" who is expected to enter the race in the coming weeks. She declined to say whom.
During her decade on the council, Nadeau -- who represents some of the densest neighborhoods in the city, including vibrant and diverse Columbia Heights and Mount Pleasant -- built a track record advocating for liberal causes including protecting immigrant rights and expanding affordable housing and tenant protections.
As former chair of the council's human services committee, Nadeau oversaw council efforts to aid families in poverty and residents with disabilities. She currently chairs the committee on public works, focused on the nitty-gritty of government operations.
She said she was most proud of her work in moments where she was "underestimated," requiring her to build a large coalition for support despite significant forces of opposition. She pointed to her advocacy during the pandemic to raise taxes on the city's wealthiest residents to fund more vouchers to get homeless people into housing. She most recently won a fight to remove a provision from Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's housing legislation that would have exempted buildings with affordability covenants from the Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act (TOPA).
"We were able to work together to save TOPA with my amendment when we had everyone working against us to try to gut it," Nadeau said.
Nadeau was not without critics. Last year, a group of residents unsuccessfully launched a campaign to recall Nadeau from office amid public safety concerns. They cited her votes in 2020 on a budget that reduced police funding and in 2023 to support an overhaul of the criminal code that decreased mandatory minimum sentences for some violent crimes.
Asked how the recall effort weighed on her, Nadeau said it had been "exhausting," as she launched a counter effort even though the recall campaign did not come close to succeeding. "I truly do stand by the work that I've done on public safety," she said. "And that has included investments in police, but also investments in community, and it has to be that combination."
Reactions poured in from Nadeau supporters at the news of her decision. Ankit Jain, D.C.'s shadow senator, wrote on X: "She stood up to powerful interests time and time again and delivered for regular Washingtonians every day. I will miss her voice on the Council."
Former D.C. attorney general Karl A. Racine, a longtime Nadeau supporter, called her an "excellent" legislator who was "obsessed -- properly so -- with affordable housing concerns" and, contrary to the recallers, applauded her attention to crime, as well as seeking to create opportunities for young people.
The Amalgamated Transit Union Local 689 thanked Nadeau for her service, while also announcing its endorsement of Raj in the race to succeed her. "For her entire tenure on the Council," the union said of Nadeau in a post on X, "she has been a stalwart champion of a government that works for working people and for transit that reaches even DC's forgotten communities."
The campaign for Ward 1 is likely to center on liberal values at a time when residents and elected officials are constantly debating the extent to which they should resist President Donald Trump's agenda or adopt more a more strategic approach, as liberal D.C. policies are under a microscope in Congress. The ward, however, is a bastion of protest energy against the Trump administration and community-wide resistance efforts to protect immigrants from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Raj, a democratic socialist and community organizer who is to Nadeau's left, has racked up strong labor support, announcing endorsements Thursday morning from four unions, including Local 689 and others for restaurant workers and government workers. Footer has gotten a jump on fundraising, the first candidate certified for public funds. Lynch benefits from decades of name recognition as a neighborhood leader on civic and cleanup issues.
Next year's election will bring a new voting system through ranked-choice voting, allowing voters to rank candidates in their order of preference rather than select only one. Nadeau had strongly supported that change.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: More showers and storms still possible today, then drier on Friday
The weekend forecast is complicated with continued rain chances.

(angela n.)


By Matt Rogers, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-09-25
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mostly to partly cloudy this afternoon as muggy highs reach the mid-70s to low 80s. A broken line of showers, and maybe a few strong to severe thunderstorms, could come through from west to east around 4 to 8 p.m.
What's next? Friday should see some improvement with periods of sunshine although a shower could linger in far southern areas. Showers probably make a comeback this weekend.
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Immigration
Lawsuit accuses ICE of illegally arresting immigrants in D.C.
Four D.C. residents and an immigrant rights group claim in a lawsuit that ICE was unlawfully arresting people the agency perceived to be Latino without warrants and probable cause.

A D.C. police officer checks a person detained on the street in collaboration with federal agents and members of the Ohio National Guard on Sept. 9, weeks after President Donald Trump ordered an increased presence of federal law enforcement in D.C. (Daniel Becerril/Reuters)


By Teo Armus | 2025-09-25
Four D.C. residents and the Maryland-based immigrant rights' organization CASA sued the Trump administration Thursday, alleging that federal officials violated immigration law by systematically arresting people in the District whom they perceived to be Latino without warrants and probable cause.
In a bid to crack down on crime in the nation's capital, President Donald Trump in August seized temporary control of the D.C. police department, mobilized the city's National Guard and dramatically ramped up the federal law enforcement presence in D.C. Immigration enforcement became a highly visible focus of the federal surge.
White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in a statement this month that of more than 2,600 criminal arrests between Aug. 7 and Sept. 14, more than 1,000 involved "illegal aliens." It was unclear whether that figure included immigrants with open asylum applications or work permits, a number of whom have been arrested by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement during the 30-day crime emergency that Trump declared.
The lawsuit, which was filed as a class-action case in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, said that agents can arrest someone without a warrant only with probable cause that the person is in the United States illegally and that they are a flight risk.
"ICE's wide-sweeping arrests in D.C. are not just cruel; they are blatantly unlawful. No one, including federal agents, can operate above the law, and the government must be held accountable," Adina Appelbaum, an attorney at the Amica Center for Immigrant Rights, a D.C.-based group that is among the seven organizations representing the plaintiffs, said in a statement.
Neither the White House nor the Department of Homeland Security immediately responded to a request for comment.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
More than 820,000 people face dire hunger in D.C. region, report states 
The annual report from the Capital Area Food Bank points to troubling trends for hunger in the region. 

Volunteers pack boxes to be shipped as part of the Grocery Plus senior program at the Capital Area Food Bank in D.C. in 2020. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Kyle Swenson, Liam Bowman | 2025-09-25
For the third year in a row, the number of people living in the Washington region facing the most severe form of hunger has increased, with more than 820,000 adults regularly skipping meals and struggling to find food in the last year.
The rise in critical need is one of a handful of concerns highlighted in a report released Thursday by the Capital Area Food Bank, which supplies emergency food and meals to more than 400 partner organizations in the region, including food pantries, distribution sites and shelters.
"This year's reports paints a picture of regional hunger that is persistent and deepening," said Radha Muthiah, the organization's president and CEO. "In this region we are facing a trifecta. First is a continued elevated levels of need, including among a population that's new to food insecurity. Second is the retraction of SNAP and Medicaid benefits. And third is high food prices."
This is the sixth annual report the Capital Area Food Bank has conducted. The analysis arrives as local organizations will likely become responsible for tracking levels of hunger in their areas. On Saturday, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced that it would no longer conduct its annual Household Food Security reports. Since the 1990s, the federal government reports have offered a yearly barometer for food insecurity.
In a statement, the USDA called the report "politicized" and said such studies were costly and did "nothing more than fearmonger."
This year's survey of nearly 4,000 Washington-area residents was conducted in late May and early June. The analysis found that the overall regional food insecurity rate -- meaning the percentage of the population who have experienced one or more food-related hardships in the last year -- remains similar to the organization's 2024 findings, with 36 percent of area households experiencing hunger this year compared with 37 percent in 2024. That's around 1 in 3 households, according to Muthiah.
Households with lower incomes and educational attainment, households with children, and Black and Hispanic households were the most likely to face hunger, a trend that held from last year, according to the report.
The report also offered an early look at the impact of hundreds of thousands of locals leaving the federal workforce. Many federal employees exiting the government will continue to be paid through September. At the time of the survey in May, however, 29,000 workers had either been laid off, quit or lost work indirectly because of the federal cuts, Muthiah said.
Forty-one percent of the households directly or indirectly impacted by the federal employment cuts experienced food insecurity -- more than double the rate of similar households. Two-thirds of that group landed in the most severe level of hunger.
The 2025 area report points to the gulf between household income and inflation as the main driver behind the stagnant hunger data.
"Wages did not rise in step with the 2022 inflation spike, and since then, the gap between income and cost of living has only widened," the report notes. Real wages in the Washington region have fallen by 12.1 percent over the last five years, the report says, citing U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data. The report notes good and services are now 21 percent higher than they were five years ago.
Hunger rates remained stagnant in most of the jurisdictions serviced by the food bank. In 2025, the percentage of the local population facing food insecurity dropped by a single percentage point in some areas, including Virginia's Arlington County (22 percent), Fairfax County (26 percent) and Maryland's Prince George's County (49 percent). Virginia's Prince William County remained the same as 2024 (43 percent). Maryland's Montgomery County saw a single point increase (35 percent) and D.C. a two-point increase (40 percent).
The only jurisdiction to see a larger shift was Alexandria City, where the food insecurity rate dropped by four points in 2025 (32 percent).
United Community, a Fairfax County-based nonprofit and food pantry, is seeing increasingly severe food insecurity among the people it serves, CEO Leah Fraley said.
Fraley said that the pantry serves more than 70 people every day, and that families are asking for more assistance because prices are too high at the grocery store.
"For our families, that's just not sustainable, so they have to lean on the food pantries even more," Fraley said. "It's exceptionally expensive to live in this area anyway. In reality, it's not just about food, it's about stability and crisis and all of the different cycles of poverty that have existed in this community for a long time."
Muthiah notes that major changes are ahead including significant cuts to federal food assistance and Medicaid contained in President Donald Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill that will take effect in October. Next month, an expected 275,000 federal workers who took a voluntary buyout earlier this year will no longer receive a paycheck, potentially putting more stress on the region's emergency food providers.
"We have our work cut out for us," she said.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Sick deer are dying in Maryland and Virginia. Here's what to know.
Maryland and Virginia wildlife officials have seen reports of deer that probably died of epizootic hemorrhagic disease.

A lethargic deer suffering from EHD, epizootic hemorrhagic disease. The viral disease has hit deer populations in Maryland and Virginia. (Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources)


By Dana Hedgpeth | 2025-09-25
The call came in late August to a wildlife hotline: a dead deer near a pond close to Washington Dulles International Airport.
Justin Folks, a deer project leader for the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources, went to investigate. There were no signs it had been hit by a vehicle or poached. He took tissue samples from its spleen and sent it to a lab in Georgia. A week later, a positive test confirmed his suspicions: It was epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD).
Experts said there have been chatter on D.C.-area neighborhood group email lists and reports to wildlife agencies of putrid dead deer -- found in wooded areas and meadows, and near streams and ponds -- that had succumbed to the disease.
The Washington Post talked to experts about epizootic hemorrhagic disease and its impact on deer. Here's what they had to say.
It is an endemic infectious-disease caused by a virus. It affects white-tailed deer and is often fatal, according to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Wildlife & Heritage Service. Epizootic hemorrhagic disease was first identified in the 1950s in New Jersey.
It generally hits deer each year between mid-August and October. It is transmitted to deer by midges, tiny biting flies also known as "no-see-ums," which are smaller than mosquitos and other flies.
"They take a blood meal from a deer, and then they go bite another deer and transmit the virus that way," said Krysten Schuler, an associate research professor and director of the Cornell Wildlife Health Lab.
Once an area has its first heavy frost, the midges die, and outbreaks usually end, said Kevin Lamp, deer project leader for the Maryland DNR's Wildlife & Heritage Service.
As deer populations have increased, experts said they've noticed more outbreaks of the disease.
In Northern Virginia, wildlife officials said they've received reports this year of about 20 deer that have been found mostly in Loudoun, Fairfax and Arlington Counties that probably died of EHD. Last year, about 80 deer were reported to have died of EHD in seven counties in Virginia.
Maryland wildlife officials said they've tallied 97 deer so far this year that probably died of the disease in nine counties, with Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Howard, Montgomery and Prince George's having the largest outbreaks. Last year, officials said the state had 173 suspected cases of deer that died of EHD.
D.C.'s wildlife biologist said there have been no confirmed cases of deer with EHD in the city.
Deer that get the disease usually start showing signs of illness within seven days, according to wildlife experts. The virus can cause small hemorrhages throughout the body, and the sick deer will typically die.
Infected deer lose their appetite and fear of humans. They get weaker and develop respiratory troubles. They experience swelling of the head, neck, tongue or eyelids, according to the Cornell Wildlife Health Lab.
They also may get a high fever, so to cool themselves they'll go to creeks or lakes for water. That's why, experts said, deer that die of EHD are frequently found near water. Infected deer that survive often develop a ridge on their hooves, and their nails separate, experts said.
No, the virus is not contagious to humans and does not affect pets such as cats or dogs. It can infect livestock, including cattle and sheep. Harvested deer with huge open sores should not be consumed, experts said, regardless of the cause of death.
Do not disturb or move the animal. Call your local or regional wildlife office to report the deer. Experts can sometimes come and get a sample of the deer's tissue and have it tested for EHD if it hasn't been dead for too long.
Officials said they typically do not remove deer from an area unless it is blocking traffic. They leave it, to let nature take its course.
To report a deer that is suspected to have died of hemorrhagic disease, Virginia residents can email vawildlifeconflict@usda.gov, so the department can monitor the disease and get samples, if needed; and Maryland residents can contact the nearest Wildlife & Heritage Service office as listed on its webpage.
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Maryland Politics
A remote Maryland island in the Chesapeake finally gets high-speed internet
A nearly $2 million broadband infrastructure project brought high-speed internet to Smith Island.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore tours Smith Island to meet with residents after the completion of a nearly $2 million project to bring broadband access to the small community. (Katie Shepherd/TWP)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-09-25
SMITH ISLAND, Md. -- Not long ago on this island of 202 residents, when Shanon Abbott needed to work the phone as an organ transplant nurse coordinating which patient receives an available liver or kidney, she had to sit in one specific spot at her kitchen table.
Take her cellphone a few feet away to her sofa, and the signal would drop -- potentially causing Abbott to miss a lifesaving call one of her patients was waiting for, she said.
"I only have 30 minutes to accept or turn [an organ] down," Abbott said. "Time cannot be wasted on dropped calls or repeatedly asking a patient 'Can you hear me now?'"
Now, after a $2 million effort to bring high-speed internet and 5G cell service to all of Smith Island was completed on Wednesday, one of Maryland's most remote communities is fully connected and Abbott can take her calls from anywhere.
More than two decades into the 21st century, about 1 in 6 American households -- mostly in rural areas -- still don't have access to the internet, according to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, a division within the Department of Commerce.
Maryland, home to 6.2 million residents, is mostly online but pockets of the state remain without broadband access, making it difficult for those communities to stream videos, take telehealth appointments, make online purchases or, simply, talk to someone on their smartphones.
Since 2023, the state has received more than $267 million in federal funding through the Biden-era "internet for All" initiative to bring high-speed connections to the roughly 0.5 percent of Marylanders who don't have access.
"The bottom line is rural locations with long driveways, rough terrain, and then places, like Smith Island, that are visibly remote and disconnected are the hardest and most expensive to deliver on," said Jake Day, secretary of the state's Department of Housing and Community Development.

The dock at Smith Island, a remote community of 212 residents who recently gained broadband access under a $2 million infrastructure project jointly completed by the state of Maryland and Verizon. (Katie Shepherd/TWP)


He added that connecting Smith Island proves that the state can find technical solutions to connect even the most isolated locations.
Gov. Wes Moore (D) visited the island for the first time to mark the completion of the joint project between the state and Verizon three months ahead of schedule. The governor toured the small island in the Chesapeake Bay that is mainly accessible by boat or ferry, meeting with grateful residents who no longer have to depend on spotty satellite or dial-up connections.
"It's not just Smith Island or Somerset County that's benefiting, but the whole state," Moore said, emphasizing how connecting the island to fast, reliable internet will be an economic boon for the community where residents get around on golf carts near a national wildlife refuge that is home to egrets, herons and other migratory water fowl.

The Bayside Inn Restaurant on Smith Island, Maryland. (Katie Shepherd/TWP)


The first business that visitors see when they step off the ferry that takes off from Crisfield, Md. is the Bayside Inn Restauraunt, which boasts a blue crab sign out front.
Betty Tyler, the restaurant's owner, needed three different internet providers to run her businesswithout disruption. She had dial-up service from Verizon, a second connection through the Bloosurf telecommunications company, and a third through the Starlink company -- all of which combined to keep her register running, her computer online and her phone and other devices connected.
By next season, Tyler said, she hopes to consolidate everything on one Verizon broadband connection. She said customers will be able to order crab and slices of Smith Island cake -- a multilayered delicacy of yellow cake and chocolate fudge frosting that is Maryland's state dessert -- before they even disembark the ferry. And, Tyler said, she is even thinking about testing out ordering by QR code at some of her restuaraunt's tables.
"It will make a big difference," Tyler said.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Democratic lawmakers to investigate Park Police car chase policy
Members of the House Natural Resources Committee -- which oversees the Park Police -- slammed the Trump administration in a letter for giving the green light to vehicle pursuits.

D.C. police officers congregate at the staging area of local and federal law enforcement agencies inside the U.S. Park Police Anacostia Operations Facility on Aug. 12. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Emma Uber | 2025-09-25
U.S. Park Police members were sitting in an unmarked patrol car in a D.C. alleyway they knew to be a drug hot spot just before midnight on Sept. 15, when they noticed a Lexus signal to turn right into the alleyway, then make a sudden left turn, according to court records.
They noticed one of the Lexus's headlights was out and activated the patrol car's emergency lights. But instead of stopping, the driver accelerated, court records show.
Park Police didn't suspect the driver of a violent crime, records filed in D.C. Superior Court show. But a change made to Park Police policy after President Donald Trump declared a D.C. crime emergency last month means officers no longer need to believe someone has committed a violent felony to initiate a car chase. In this case, they did.
The ensuing pursuit reached more than twice the 25 mph speed limit on residential roads. At one point, the Lexus struck a federal law enforcement vehicle with two special agents inside. The chase came to an end in a "large cloud of smoke," court records show, when the Lexus driver cracked the curb, uprooted a tree, dented a light pole and struck a live electrical box, killing the power for the intersection's stoplight. Officers searched the car and found marijuana. The driver was charged with possession with intent to distribute, as well as crimes related to the car chase.
That type of pursuit is what two Democratic lawmakers took aim at in a letter Wednesday, launching an investigation into new policies that Park Police have adopted in light of executive orders targeting crime and homelessness in D.C. The members of the House Natural Resources Committee -- which oversees the Park Police -- slammed the Trump administration for giving the green light to vehicle pursuits.
"It defies reason to endanger the lives of the public, as well as the officers involved, for minor traffic violations like a broken taillight or tinted windows," Reps. Jared Huffman (D-California) and Yassamin Ansari (D-Arizona) wrote. They noted that the policy rolled back stricter rules Park Police had imposed after a 2017 pursuit in which two officers chased, then shot and killed unarmed motorist Bijan Ghaisar. "This continued disregard for oversight and accountability endangers the public and invites foreseeable and preventable tragedy."
Jennifer Swope, a spokesperson for the Park Police, said in an email Wednesday that the policy was updated "to align with best practices in law enforcement, prioritizing the preservation of life and minimizing risk to the public."
"The United States Park Police is committed to ensuring the safety of the public and our officers while protecting the integrity of our mission," Swope said. "We remain confident that our policy framework is consistent with national standards and guided by a responsibility to safeguard the communities we serve."
The letter by Huffman and Ansari cites The Washington Post's report last month that found Park Police had initiated at least 10 car chases in the three weeks after Aug. 14, when the amended policy took effect. Six of them involved crashes.
The Post reviewed thousands of arrests in D.C. and found that federal law enforcement officers have initiated at least 28 car chases since Aug. 14. Park Police officers have been part of 22 of them. And 18 of them, or about 64 percent, have resulted in crashes.
The pursuits began as traffic stops for nonviolent offenses such as tinted windows and expired tags, broken headlights and speeding. But they sometimes resulted in arrests in more serious crimes. Officers have arrested people on suspicion of driving under the influence, found large quantities of drugs, recovered stolen vehicles and seized unregistered guns from convicted felons. In all, the pursuits have yielded more than 40 arrests. In a Cabinet meeting last month, Interior Secretary Doug Burgum thanked Trump for allowing officers to chase "bad guys."
Park Police have engaged in at least five car chases since Sept. 10 -- when Trump's 30-day emergency control of D.C. police expired -- despite the fact that the general order amending the policy states that the rules for vehicle pursuits were in effect only for the duration of the crime emergency. Huffman and Ansari noted the discrepancy in their letter, writing that "it remains unclear what legal authority, if any, currently authorizes the USPP to conduct these dangerous chases, other than presidential fiat."
Swope said Wednesday that the modified policy was still in place and linked to the policy, which states that it will only "remain in effect for the duration of the crime emergency." Park Police union chairman Kenneth Spencer said in a statement last month that the temporary policy would expire when the union negotiates a permanent policy.
"We are steadfast in apprehending those who commit serious crimes, and we equally recognize the need for levelheaded judgement and safety for the public and our officers," Spencer wrote in the statement. "We support a policy that responsibly balances enforcement with safety and look forward to its permanent implementation."
Experts have long studied police pursuits, balancing their potential to stop criminals from doing harm with how high-speed chases can endanger suspects, officers and innocent passersby. In six of the 28 chases reviewed by The Post, fleeing suspects struck vehicles that were part of the pursuit, although court records do not indicate that anyone was seriously injured.
In one instance, court records show Park Police officers were chasing a stolen truck when the occupants jumped out of the GMC pickup to flee. But the driver had not parked the truck, letting it barrel down 38th Street SE, striking five cars -- and pushing one into a sixth -- before coming to a stop. In another, Park Police officers were pursuing a Hyundai with fake tags when its driver pulled into coming traffic and accelerated to more than 60 mph before striking a parked car and a public bus with passengers.
Suspects rammed into at least three occupied law enforcement vehicles during pursuits, court records show, and in one chase, an IRS vehicle collided with a Drug Enforcement Administration car. One man nearly hit a detective while pulling away from a traffic stop, then flipped his car.
Most of the pursuits would have violated D.C. police policy, which allows car chases only when the driver is putting other lives in danger or is suspected of committing a violent crime. That policy could change soon, as House lawmakers last week passed a bill that would roll back police chase restrictions if approved by the Senate.
As part of the federal law enforcement surge, groups of officers from several agencies have been patrolling D.C. together. Most agencies have their own rules regarding pursuits. Dennis Kenney, a professor at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City and a former police officer who has studied police pursuits, said the varying protocols could cause "tremendous confusion" and force officers to choose between supporting their partners and violating their own policies.
In some court filings, officers note these discrepancies. One D.C. police officer wrote in a report that he was riding in the passenger seat of an unmarked patrol car while a "special agent" with an unnamed federal law enforcement agency drove. When they began to chase a sedan they saw run a red light and make an illegal turn, he wrote that "a vehicle pursuit was initiated in accordance with the Special Agents' Agency vehicle pursuit policy." The Post could not verify if the pursuit abided by the agency's policy because the D.C. police officer didn't specify which agency.
In another case, a Park Police officer was in the passenger seat while a U.S. marshal chased a car with no front tag and tinted windows but wrote in the report that he was "not in participation of the vehicular pursuit" because he did not think the suspect "posed an immediate dangerous threat to the safety of pedestrians and motorists."
Huffman and Ansari's letter seeks more clarity on the policy changes. They ask what specific training Park Police officers receive for high-speed pursuits; how many pursuits were based on nonviolent offenses; how many resulted in car crashes, injuries or fatalities; and the total cost of property damage resulting from Park Police vehicle pursuits since the policy was revised. They also ask about the use of the Park Police Aviation Unit helicopter in pursuits and question the Park Police's role in evacuating homeless encampments.
The letter requests a briefing from Park Police by Oct. 8.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Warm and humid with showers at times through Thursday
Shower chances have lowered Friday, and risen a bit for the weekend.

(Ian Will)


By A. Camden Walker, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman, Ben Noll | 2025-09-25
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Showers are likely tonight, especially this evening and again toward morning. It's muggy with temperatures barely falling -- into the mid-60s to around 70.
What's next? Showers and storms at times through tomorrow night during which it's warm and humid. Fewer clouds and maybe just a lingering shower Friday, before shower chances recharge this weekend (stay tuned).
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Park Service removes statue of Trump and Epstein from National Mall
The statue, the latest installation by an anonymous group of artists critical of the president, was supposed to be on display until 8 p.m. Sunday.

A statue featuring President Donald Trump and deceased financier Jeffrey Epstein outside the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. The statue, which depicts the two dancing, was titled, "Best Friends Forever." (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim, Liam Bowman | 2025-09-24
The National Park Service removed a statue of President Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein holding hands from the National Mall early Wednesday morning, a day after it was placed there.
"The statue was removed because it was not compliant with the permit issued," Interior Department spokeswoman Elizabeth Peace said in an email. She did not respond to follow-up questions about how or why the statue was not in compliance or if the department had provided the required 24-hour written notice before revoking the permit.
The 12-foot-tall statue, spray-painted bronze and titled "Best Friends Forever," depicted Trump and Epstein holding hands and each with one foot raised behind them. A plaque at the base of the installation read, "We celebrate the long-lasting bond between President Donald J. Trump and his 'closest friend,' Jeffrey Epstein."
According to its permit application, which was approved on Sept. 16, the purpose of the artwork was "to demonstrate freedom of speech and artistic expression using political imagery." The permit authorized the statue to remain at its location on the Mall until 8 p.m. Sunday.
The White House did not respond to emails seeking comment on the statue's removal.
The work is the latest politically charged sculpture critical of the president placed in Washington by an anonymous group. While several sculptures have been installed since last October, this is the first time that the government has acted to remove one.
Carol Flaisher, a D.C.-based location manager, filed the permit application with the National Park Service on behalf of the artists who created the statue. She said that in over 40 years of working with the Park Service arranging installations and filming, she has never had a permit revoked.
The permit issued to Flaisher says: "Superintendent may revoke this permit at any time after providing 24 hours' written notice to the Permittee setting forth the reasons for the revocation." Flaisher said in an interview Wednesday that she had not received any notice or explanation for the statue's removal.
"This is why our hair is on fire," Flaisher said. "I did not get 24 hours notice. I got nothing. I got a phone call at 5:30 this morning from our security saying it was being taken down."

U.S. Park Police and National Park Service removed a statue of President Trump and Jeffrey Epstein holding hands from the National Mall on Sept. 24.


In a video of the statue's removal provided to The Washington Post, a National Park Service official can be seen saying that the installation is "out of compliance" because it is several feet larger than stated in the permit. The video was taken by a security team member who had been assigned to monitor the statue as required by the permit.
Flaisher said there was a height discrepancy because the base of the statue was not included in the permit approval. But she said no objections were raised when the statue was placed on the Mall, and she was never informed there was an issue.
The video shows several workers pushing over the statue and eventually loading it on to a truck and driving it away.
On Wednesday morning, a dry patch on the ground was the only evidence of where the statue once stood. Tourists and locals who had come to see the installation said they were surprised and disappointed to see it removed.
"It was depressing. I came here specifically to see the statue," said Nigel Collie, 68, who was visiting from Portland, Oregon. "It's another indication of the deterioration of free speech."
"I think it's nuts," Sara Daimes, 67, said of the removal, adding that she saw it as a further example of the Trump administration restricting free speech. "I give big points to the person or group that's doing" the statues, she said. "I was looking forward to it."
The artists responsible for the Trump and Epstein statue have produced a series of statues and artworks targeting the president and his followers.
In June, the group placed an installation on the Mall titled "Dictator Approved" that included statements of support for Trump from authoritarian leaders Russian President Vladimir Putin, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, former Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro and North Korea's Kim Jong Un.
The first piece of protest art by the group appeared last October, when it installed a replica of the desk of former House speaker Nancy Pelosi that included a (fake) pile of poop on top of it. That work paid mock tribute to the Jan. 6, 2021, rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to overturn the 2020 election.
Trump and Epstein, a wealthy financier, were once friends, but a real estate deal in 2004 appears to have upended the relationship between the two. When Epstein was arrested in 2019 on suspicion of sex-trafficking underage girls, Trump, then in his first term as president, said: "I had a falling-out with him a long time ago. I don't think I've spoken to him for 15 years. I wasn't a fan."
The White House derided the statue's placement in a statement on Tuesday.
"Liberals are free to waste their money however they see fit -- but it's not news that Epstein knew Donald Trump, because Donald Trump kicked Epstein out of his club for being a creep," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in an email. "Democrats, the media, and the organization that's wasting their money on this statue knew about Epstein and his victims for years and did nothing to help them while President Trump was calling for transparency, and is now delivering on it with thousands of pages of documents."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Maryland attorney general's first police misconduct charges dismissed
A Maryland judge dismissed the state's first-ever misconduct charges against police officers, citing concerns that protected statements made by the officers may have tainted the case.

QUICK-Natiuonal-EnterpriseGavel on desk. Isolated with good copy space. Dramatic lighting. (iStock) (iStock)


By Jasmine Golden | 2025-09-24
A judge dismissed indictments against two Anne Arundel County police officers late Tuesday, dealing a blow to the first-ever case in which the Maryland attorney general's office had formally charged police officers with misconduct.
Last December, the attorney general's office alleged that two officers, Eddie Vasquez and Kieran Schnell, tried to cover up their participation in an unauthorized chase in December 2023 that ended in the death of a 22-year-old man in the car they were pursuing.
The state accused the officers of making "factual misrepresentations and material omissions" about the circumstances of the crash to supervisors at the scene and later in a written report after the crash, according to the indictment.
However, the case crumbled Tuesday before its scheduled October trial, when Anne Arundel County Circuit Court Judge Stacy McCormack granted a motion to dismiss from the defense attorneys. The defense had argued that prosecutors may have improperly relied on protected statements by Vasquez and Schnell to build a criminal case against the officers -- a contention the attorney general's office denied.
At the core of the argument were questions about "Garrity statements," which are statements made by government employees during internal investigations that are deemed "compelled" because an employee risks termination if they don't cooperate, defense attorneys Andrew Jezic and Peter O'Neill said. Because the statements are compelled, they can't be used in a criminal prosecution.
In July, Jezic, Vasquez's attorney, filed a motion to compel the attorney general's office to disclose its policies and procedures as to how it handled the protected statements made by his client, which was granted and subsequently led to court hearings on Sept. 12 and Sept. 19.
The attorney general's office said in court filings that any Garrity statements "would have been internally screened and withheld from the trial team." The state also said the Garrity protection is not meant to apply to a "police officer's routine documentation," like discussing the circumstances of an accident with a supervisor.
In an audio court recording of Tuesday's hearing of the judge's opinion, McCormack said that three statements from each defendant were Garrity statements, summaries of which were included in a detailed report from the attorney general's office's Independent Investigations Division, the unit that investigates fatal police-involved incidents.
McCormack said the burden belonged to the attorney general's office "to prove that there has been no direct or indirect use of those compelled statements" and that its evidence had not been tainted. Having heard two days of testimony, McCormack found prosecutors had not met their burden.
"I have no idea what evidence the state intended to use. They made no effort to present that to the court, nor present to me how it was developed through legitimate sources that were separate and apart from the compelled testimony," McCormack said while giving her opinion Tuesday. "Not a single witness testified as to what evidence is intended to be presented at trial, with that, and without that, and without the specific process and procedures in place where it could be established that the compelled statements were not used in any way ... the court is dismissing the indictments of the officers in this case in their entirety."
In a statement, a spokesperson for the Maryland attorney general's office said they are "reviewing the court's decision to determine next steps" and that the state's case "does not rely on any compelled statements."
The spokesperson said in the statement that "we are disappointed that the trial court did not allow" the Independent Investigations Division to "demonstrate that fact at the hearing."
The Independent Investigations Division has investigated fatal police-involved incidents since 2021, and the General Assembly gave charging authority to the office in 2023.
The unit took up the case after the fatal vehicle crash, which involved officers Vasquez, then 29 and Schnell, then 27, pursuing a white Infiniti sedan in the area of Curtis Bay, Maryland. Both police officers and the driver of the Infiniti were traveling at speeds of more than 100 mph, the attorney general's office said, and the officers pursued the car without permission or activating their police lights or sirens. The Infiniti crashed into a utility pole.
"These officers, desperately, were trying to save the lives of the two people in the car that they were following," Jezic said in an interview with The Washington Post.
O'Neill, who represents Schnell, said the officers were attempting to stop the vehicle because of its high speed, but weren't able to get close enough to activate their equipment to stop the Infiniti, which was later found to be stolen with illegal drugs inside. He said Schnell "broke down" in the courtroom after the judge dismissed the indictments.
Police identified the passenger killed as Damione Gardner, of Baltimore. The driver, who survived the crash, was identified as Meziah K. Johnson, of Parkville, Maryland. According to court records, he pleaded guilty to negligent manslaughter in Gardner's death and related counts in June and was sentenced to 18 months incarcerated.
Efforts to reach relatives of Gardner on Wednesday were unsuccessful. An attorney who represented Johnson did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Schnell is a six-year veteran of the agency, and Vasquez is a five-year veteran, a spokesperson for the Anne Arundel County police Department said in a statement. Both officers have been reinstated to full-duty status.
The spokesperson said the court's ruling may be appealed and "remains under the jurisdiction" of the attorney general's office. An internal administrative investigation remains ongoing.
"Our officers are very happy to be back to work protecting the citizens of our county and they look forward to putting this matter behind them," O'Brien Atkinson, the president of the Anne Arundel police officers' union, said in a statement Wednesday.
Dan Morse contributed to this report.
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Local Education
Prince George's schools will add more security efforts to athletic events
Prince George's schools increased security at athletic events after incidents of violence at a football game. Montgomery County schools also are reviewing safety.

Wise faces rival C.H. Flowers at Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High School in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, in October 2022. (Scott Taetsch/For The Washington Post) 


By Nicole Asbury, Jasmine Golden | 2025-09-24
Prince George's County Public Schools will increase security at large athletic events, and some Montgomery County Public Schools will be reviewing safety protocols because of fights after recent football games.
Prince George's school officials also initially announced that all Henry A. Wise High School football games would move to Saturdays following reports of a robbery and other altercations in the parking lot after a game there on Friday. But on Wednesday, the school system reversed the decision after an investigation and said games would be held on Friday.
"The safety of students, staff and spectators is a top priority," schools spokeswoman Lynn McCawley said in a statement.
Earlier this month, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) announced football games in the city would have earlier start times and students would need to have an adult chaperone. Meanwhile, the Montgomery district -- Maryland's largest school system -- has used a tiered system since 2022 that determines restrictions for games based on potential safety threats, a plan created after a brawl erupted on the field during a game.
In Prince George's, county police officers and the school system's security team regularly staff football games, and attendees must pass through weapons detectors before entering a venue. Only students from participating schools can attend varsity football games, and they have to bring student IDs.
On Friday, the county had 10 overtime officers scheduled and more standing by for the Wise game, Christina Cotterman, a spokeswoman for the county police department, said in a statement. Wise's Pumas were facing their rival, the C.H. Flowers High School's Jaguars.
Still, that night, county police received reports of multiple fights, a theft from a vehicle and a strong-arm citizen robbery. No students from either Wise or Flowers were involved in the fights, the school system said Wednesday.
One juvenile was arrested for hindering and disorderly conduct, according to county police, and subsequently released to their parents at the scene. Police are continuing to investigate the robbery, but no one had been arrested as of early Tuesday afternoon.
McCawley said that athletic events now will have "enhanced security measures," including additional law enforcement and school security staff. The school system will add more signage that tickets have to be purchased in advance and will bar those without advanced tickets from entering.
She added that the school district expects students to comply with the behavioral conduct outlined in the student handbook, and those who don't can face consequences such as suspension or expulsion.
Also on Friday, a large fight broke out near the gym at James H. Blake High School in Silver Spring, after a football game against Springbrook High School. The fight involved students from those schools and Paint Branch High School in Burtonsville, according to a letter sent by the schools' principals.
School security teams were alerted of a potential conflict after the game, the principals said, and started escorting students to their cars when a fight broke out on the hill leading to the stadium's parking lot. As staff tried to break it up, a larger altercation started near the gym, according to the letter.
A Montgomery County police officer used a pepper-ball device to help diffuse the scene. The device uses an irritant that causes a burning sensation in the eyes and on the skin, but the principals wrote that the officer on Friday pointed the device toward the ground and used a technique that caused a loud "air pop" but didn't release any of the irritant.
Montgomery County police said they did not arrest anyone on Friday, and no shots were fired. School administrators are currently reviewing camera footage and airdropped videos to identify the students involved.
The school system's athletics department currently only allows students from participating schools to attend athletic events, so under that policy, students from Paint Branch should not have attended. School officials are reviewing processes used at the game, particularly for checking student IDs.
"We want to be very clear that we strongly condemn the dangerous and disruptive behavior that took place," the principals wrote. "Fighting, causing injury, and creating unsafe conditions for others will never be tolerated."
This story was updated with additional information sent by Prince George's County Public Schools on Wednesday.
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D.C.
Teen pleads guilty in DOGE staffer attack that spurred D.C. police takeover
The attack captured the attention of President Donald Trump and in part ignited his sweeping crime crackdown on the nation's capital.

The Washington, D.C., Superior Court House. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Olivia George | 2025-09-24
A 15-year-old boy pleaded guilty Wednesday to the attempted carjacking and beating of a former U.S. DOGE Service staffer last month -- an attack that captured the attention of President Donald Trump and in part ignited his sweeping crime crackdown on the nation's capital, deploying the National Guard and surging federal law enforcement on D.C. streets.
The teen also pleaded guilty Wednesday to participating in a nearby robbery that took place the same night. He is yet to be sentenced in the case. Another teen, a 15-year-old girl, also faces charges.
In the early hours of Aug. 3, prosecutors said, the boy was among a group that approached Edward Coristine -- a 19-year-old software engineer who began work in the federal government as a protege of Elon Musk -- and another person on Swann Street in Northwest Washington.
"Let me get your car! Let me get your car," the group said, according to prosecutors. While the other person was able to get into the vehicle and lock the doors, Coristine remained outside and was pummeled by attackers.
Trump later posted a bloodied picture of Coristine to social media, vowing a swift federal intervention if D.C. didn't "get its act together, and quickly." Less than a week later, Trump announced he was putting D.C. police under direct federal control and deploying the National Guard to fight crime on the streets of Washington, an extraordinary exertion of federal power that rattled many local leaders and residents alike.
Although Trump's 30-day order expired this month, congressional Republicans are pushing through more than a dozen bills that would reshape components of the D.C. criminal justice system in line with the president's demands. Last week, the House passed bills that, if enacted, would allow 14-year-olds to be tried as adults for serious crimes in D.C. and would strip judges of the discretion to give alternative sentences to young adults. Despite opposition among top D.C. elected officials, the bills both passed with some Democratic support.
The president and U.S. Attorney for D.C. Jeanine Pirro have both called for harsher penalties for juveniles. The topic loomed large last week when Republican House lawmakers pressed top D.C. elected officials, including the mayor, with questions about what they were doing to keep residents and visitors safe.
On Wednesday, prosecutors said that moments before the teen participated in the attack on Coristine, he was involved in another incident nearby. That incident didn't garner the same national attention.
He was part of a group that approached a cluster of people outside a gas station on U Street, a busy nightlife corridor about a mile from the White House, prosecutors said. The group ordered people to empty their pockets. Video footage shows the boy, wearing red sneakers and a black ski mask over his head, hit two victims, according to prosecutors. Then he kicked the head of another person lying on the ground as others took the person's shoes and watch.
The boy pleaded guilty to four counts split between the two incidents: felony assault and robbery near the gas station, and attempted robbery and simple assault for the attack on Coristine. The Washington Post was granted access to the hearing on the condition that it not disclose any details that could identify the teens. The Post generally does not identify juveniles charged with crimes.
The teens were initially being held at the Youth Services Center, or YSC, a facility in D.C. that holds young offenders. They later were moved into a less restrictive setting on a judge's orders and under strict rules.
The boy is staying at his mother's home and has been attending school regularly and charging his electronic monitor, which was visible over his white socks at the courthouse Thursday morning.
His lawyer said he was proud of his client and grateful for the support of the boy's mother, who attended the hearing virtually.
The girl, however, appeared to have struggled to follow the rules set out by Judge Kendra D. Briggs. She tested positive for marijuana early this month. At school, she has accumulated seven absences -- six of which are unexcused, Briggs said, as she read from a report from court social services. The girl also has seven unexcused tardy arrivals and has allowed the battery on her GPS monitoring device to get low at times.
"She knows she should be going to school every day," her lawyer said at the hearing. "But I will note that she was truant all of the spring semester, so this is a significant amount of growth for her."
But the judge appeared unmoved.
"I was very clear with what the release conditions were, and I'm unclear as to why they're not being followed," Briggs said. She allowed the teenage girl to remain in the custody of her father for the time being, only because that was the current recommendation from court social services and prosecutors did not object, she added.
"Let me be very clear," she said. "If we come back here the next time and there is a positive marijuana test with levels showing this court there is new use, and you have missed another day of school or been late to school, your placement will be changing."
The judge ordered the girl to take a drug test before she left the courthouse. Both teens remain under a 24-hour curfew, which Briggs previously described as "school and home, that's it."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Baby in Va. dies after being strangled by an adult brother, police say
A Loudoun County man, 22, was arrested last week after authorities said he choked his 8-month-old sister with a phone charging cord, causing her eventual death.

A preliminary hearing for Alvaro Mejia Ayala is scheduled for Nov. 13. (iStock)


By Liam Bowman | 2025-09-24
A 22-year-old Northern Virginia man charged with strangling his infant sister will face additional charges, including murder, after the victim died this week, police said Tuesday.
Alvaro Mejia Ayala, of Leesburg, was arrested Sept. 17 after a family member found the 8-month-old girl unresponsive with a white charging cable around her neck, according to court documents. Ayala is currently charged with the crime of "strangulation or suffocation of another," a felony in Virginia. The infant, who was transported to a nearby hospital in critical condition, died Tuesday morning, Leesburg Police Chief Thea Pirnat said in a news conference.
"Despite immediate and extensive lifesaving efforts by first responders and expert medical personnel, the child succumbed to her injuries just after midnight this morning," Pirnat said Tuesday. "The death of a child is an unbearable loss, and this one has deeply affected the involved family, our community and every first responder that was called to help."
Charging documents allege that Ayala fled the scene before police arrived and contacted a friend for a ride. He allegedly told the friend that he had been playing with his sister and that he may have "killed her," according to the documents. Ayala was arrested later that same day, police said. He remains in custody at the Loudoun County Adult Detention Center.
Pirnat said at the news conference that the strangulation was intentional. "Let me be clear, this is not an accident. A child was murdered -- a deliberate act," she said. Pirnat added that the additional charges will come after forensic tests have been reviewed. "The entire process may take several months," she said, adding, "This is considered a very active investigation."
Pirnat said investigators were withholding additional identifying information about the victim at the family's request.
In a statement Tuesday, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said that it had filed a "detainer" against Ayala at the jail. It means that if a judge were to allow Ayala to be released from the jail, he would be turned over to immigration authorities rather than freed. The ICE statement said that Ayala immigrated to the U.S. from El Salvador with his family in 2016.
Court records show that Ayala is represented by a public defender but no name is listed. A preliminary hearing in this case is scheduled for Nov. 13.
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How to get covid vaccine in D.C., Maryland or Virginia, and what has changed
D.C. and Maryland have made it easier for pharmacists to give covid shots without a prescription. But Virginia has put more limits on who can get one -- for now.

(Hannah Beier/Reuters)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-09-24
Many Americans grew accustomed to easily getting their coronavirus vaccines and boosters at their local pharmacy during the pandemic. But changes at the federal level and a patchwork of laws in states and D.C. have made it more complicated for residents in our region and nationally to obtain shots this year.
Locally, D.C., Maryland and Virginia public health officials streamlined the process, making it easier for pharmacists to administer vaccines without a prescription. The D.C. Council recently passed a bill opening the vaccine to adults and most children, but Virginia has put limits on who can get a vaccine -- for now.
In D.C. and Maryland, anyone 3 years old and up can get a vaccine at a pharmacy without a prescription, based on recent actions by public health officials in those jurisdictions. Residents can also ask their primary care provider or children's pediatrician about the shots.
However, Unity Health Care, the largest network of community health centers in the District, has opted not to stock the coronavirus vaccine because the centers would lose money on each shot, Unity Chief Medical Officer Benjamin Oldfield said in a statement.
Parents in D.C. and Maryland should take children between 6 months and 3 years old to their pediatrician or health care provider for the coronavirus vaccine, public health officials say. Children's National Hospital will not have the vaccine in stock for several weeks as its primary care offices transition to solely using the Moderna vaccine, which can be given to patients 6 months and older with a high-risk condition, Cara Biddle, chief of pediatrics and community health, said in a statement. The Pfizer vaccine was approved for those 5 years old and older, and Novavax for those 12 years old and older, both with the same high-risk limits.
Virginia puts more restrictions on who can get the vaccine at a pharmacy. People 65 and older and those 18 to 64 who self-attest to having an underlying medical condition can get vaccinated at a Virginia pharmacy without a prescription, according to a Sept. 10 standing order issued by State Health Commissioner Karen Shelton.
The medical conditions as outlined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention range from cancer or diabetes to being physically inactive or having been a smoker.
The Virginia order matches the narrow patient population for whom the Food and Drug Administration approved the vaccine in August. Through a spokesman, Shelton declined an interview and did not respond to emailed questions, including how she arrived at the recommendation and where parents who want their children vaccinated should take them.
A Sept. 11 statement from the Virginia Department of Health advised parents of children under 18 and those between the ages of 18 and 64 without underlying health conditions to speak to their health provider about the vaccine.
In D.C. and Maryland, no.
D.C. and Maryland public health officials anticipated the CDC panel could put up roadblocks to vaccines and decoupled their rules from the panel's recommendations. Now they base guidance on recommendations released by medical societies: the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
Maryland made this official in a Sept. 19 standing order, and the D.C. Council passed a new temporary law that Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) signed Sept. 22.
Virginia policies are tied to recommendations of the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, which agency acting director Jim O'Neill must sign off on. Through a spokesman, Shelton declined to explain how this would change access in Virginia.
The CDC panel recommended that everyone consult a clinician before getting a coronavirus shot, which is a more restrictive approach than the panel endorsed in prior years when Americans were simply able to obtain free vaccines.
The CDC website includes pharmacists in the list of health care providers who can be involved in discussing vaccines with patients.
The health insurance trade group AHIP released a statement Sept. 16 affirming that health plans will cover coronavirus vaccines through the end of 2026.
Medicare, Medicaid, the Vaccines for Children Program and the Children's Health Insurance Program will continue to cover covid shots, according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
Paying out of pocket for the coronavirus vaccine could cost as much as $250 at CVS.
Keep trying. Just because your usual pharmacy doesn't have availability doesn't mean a neighboring store won't.
MinuteClinics inside CVS stores across the country, including in D.C., Maryland and Virginia, have also been offering coronavirus vaccinations. Appointments can be scheduled online, or patients can walk into pharmacies and clinics.
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Personal Tech
How to get a refund from the Amazon Prime settlement
Who is eligible for a refund from Amazon, and how much money might you get.

Amazon will pay customers $1.5 billion in refunds. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Shira Ovide | 2025-09-25
Amazon agreed to settle a federal lawsuit alleging that the company made its Prime membership program confusing or difficult to cancel and will pay $1.5 billion in refunds to customers.
We don't know yet how much each individual might get, but here's an outline of the potential payout and how you might claim a piece of the refund pool. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Court paperwork says that people may be eligible if they signed up for a U.S. Prime subscription between June 23, 2019, and June 23 of this year.
People may also be eligible if they tried and failed to cancel a U.S. Prime subscription, or mistakenly signed up for a Prime membership, during the same period.
The ultimate payout will probably depend on how many people claim refunds.
There are different tiers of potential refunds ordered by the Federal Trade Commission. Eligible Prime customers who used the membership benefits infrequently -- three or fewer times within a one-year subscription period -- may receive automatic refunds, capped at $51.
People who are eligible for a refund and used Prime benefits more than that may need to submit a refund claim form.
For context, under the terms of a Meta privacy settlement, Facebook users eligible for a payout were receiving an average of nearly $30, according to recent news reports.
The FTC says Amazon must within 30 days notify people who can apply for a refund that they are eligible to do so, with instructions to claim the money.
Amazon will notify people and provide instructions by email, postal mail, and a notice on Amazon websites and its app.
Amazon must set up a website to provide refund-eligible customers with more information and instructions. People will have 180 days after receiving a claim form to submit it to Amazon by email, postal mail or the settlement website.
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Tech
Amazon will refund $1.5 billion to Prime subscribers in $2.5 billion FTC settlement
The online retailer will refund $1.5 billion to subscribers to its Prime service as part of a larger settlement over claims it deceived consumers into signing up.

(Mike Blake/Reuters)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Shira Ovide | 2025-09-25
E-commerce giant Amazon agreed Thursday to pay $1.5 billion in refunds to customers of its Prime subscription as part of a larger settlement with the Federal Trade Commission over allegations it tricked people into signing up for the free shipping service and made it difficult to cancel.
The refunds are in addition to a $1 billion fine Amazon will pay the government, for a total settlement of $2.5 billion, one of the largest in U.S. history.
The settlement requires Amazon to automatically refund $51 to anyone who signed up for Prime through a deceptive sign-up process and only used the service three times in a 12-month period. The company will also have to send a form to people who used the service more to give them a chance to apply for a refund, too.
"The evidence showed that Amazon used sophisticated subscription traps designed to manipulate consumers into enrolling in Prime, and then made it exceedingly hard for consumers to end their subscription," FTC Chairman Andrew Ferguson said in a statement Thursday.
Spokespeople for Amazon did not immediately return a request for comment. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
The Amazon settlement is the latest in a series of court cases and fines from the U.S. government against Big Tech companies under the Biden and Trump administrations.
Last year, a federal judge found Google guilty of holding an illegal monopoly in web search. A judge is reviewing submissions made in another court case between Meta and the FTC. Apple is also facing a lawsuit from the Department of Justice. In 2019, the FTC fined Meta $5 billion for misleading its users about its privacy controls.
The deal spares Amazon from facing a jury trial that began in the company's hometown of Seattle this week. Last year, a jury in San Francisco found Google guilty of holding an illegal monopoly over app distribution on Android phones due to its app store.
The fine announced Thursday rivals some of the large penalties the European Union has imposed on Big Tech companies over the past several years for violations of privacy and competition laws. The settlement is also a fraction of the nearly $60 billion Amazon made in profit in 2024. The company's stock was down less than 1 percent after the deal was announced.
Refunds or restitution for customers aren't unusual when government watchdogs sue companies over allegations of misleading subscription terms, though they're rarely as large as the refunds required in the Prime settlement.
In the past year, the New York attorney general largely won a court ruling against SiriusXM for making its audio subscription cancellations onerous and reached a settlement with fitness chain Equinox to change its subscription practices in the state.
Some customers of those two companies were entitled to refunds or restitution. The total to be potentially paid to consumers has not been clear, but New York Attorney General Letitia James said that Equinox customers could apply for up to $250 in refunds if they had complained about onerous subscription terms.
In July, a U.S. appeals court blocked a proposed rule from the FTC that would have required companies to make online subscriptions as easy to cancel as they were to sign up. Some consumer advocates said they wanted the agency to go after deceptive or difficult-to-cancel subscriptions using existing U.S. laws and regulations, such as the ones that the FTC used in the Prime lawsuit.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Tech
Musk's xAI accuses rival OpenAI of stealing trade secrets in lawsuit
The filing marks an escalation of Elon Musk's legal battle with the maker of ChatGPT, which competes with his company's Grok chatbot. 

(Shutterstock)


By Aaron Gregg, Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-09-25

(Shutterstock)


Elon Musk's artificial intelligence company has accused rival OpenAI of stealing trade secrets with the help of employees it hired away, new court filings show.
The xAI lawsuit alleges that three former employees -- two engineers and a senior executive -- passed along source code and other business secrets after they went to work for OpenAI. It also claims there is a "strategic campaign" to undermine xAI, the AI start-up Musk formed in 2023, which also owns X, his social media network.
"By hook or by crook, OpenAI clearly will do anything when threatened by a better innovator, including plundering and misappropriating the technical advancements, source code, and business plans of xAI," according to the complaint filed Wednesday with the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California.
OpenAI did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The lawsuit continues a long-standing feud between Musk and the company he co-founded, OpenAI, whose direction he had increasingly criticized after it established an early lead in the artificial intelligence race. Musk left the company years earlier, as it moved in what he regarded as a for-profit direction. OpenAI is also the maker of ChatGPT, which competes with the Musk company's Grok chatbot.
"The desire to win the artificial intelligence ('AI') race has driven OpenAI to cross the line of fair play," the complaint reads, before going on to allege an effort to "gain [an] unlawful advantage in the race to build the best artificial intelligence models."
Musk's xAI has previously sued Apple and OpenAI for allegedly suppressing Grok in its App Store.
The lawsuit contends one OpenAI employee it described as an early xAI engineer "admitted to stealing the company's entire code base." It accused the other former xAI engineer of "harvesting xAI's source code and airdropping it to his personal devices to take to OpenAI, where he now works." And xAI alleges a former senior finance executive delivered a "secret sauce" of xAI's data center strategy to OpenAI.
Confronted over alleged confidentiality breaches, the lawsuit said, the former finance executive replied to a lawyer with a lewd dismissal, "leaving little doubt as to his intentions."
The lawsuit further alleges their hiring was part of an intentional campaign to steal trade secrets, with the same recruiter involved in poaching both engineers.
"OpenAI is targeting those individuals with knowledge of xAI's key technologies and business plans -- including xAI's source code and its operational advantages in launching data centers -- then inducing those employees to breach their confidentiality and other obligations to xAI through unlawful means," xAI wrote in its complaint.
An attorney for one of the engineers did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Though xAI has played catch-up to competitors in the artificial intelligence race, its footprint has expanded over the past year. The General Services Administration said Thursday that xAI's Grok models will be available to U.S. agencies over the next 18 months at a cost of 42 cents per organization, a rate that draws on a favorite Musk joke.
"We look forward to continuing to work with President Trump and his team to rapidly deploy AI throughout the government for the benefit of the country," Musk said in a statement.
OpenAI, which was founded in 2015 as a nonprofit, has soared to the top of the tech world in recent years for its advances in generative AI. In March, the venture capital data firm PitchBook listed its valuation at $300 billion. Investments continue to roll in; this week, Nvidia said it would earmark $100 billion to help grow OpenAI's computing capacity.
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Tech in Your Life
I took the new AirPods for a run. They did a lot more than play music.
I've spent the past two weeks testing Apple's new Airpods Pro 3 to get a sense of what's changed, what's helpful and what might leave you feeling a little uncomfortable.

(Washington Post illustration; Business Wire/AP/TWP)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-09-25

(Washington Post illustration; Business Wire/AP)


Apple's very first AirPods were easy to snicker at: They sounded okay and paired easily, but were best known for looking like you had broken off some Q-tips in your ears.
In the near-decade since, AirPods have changed a lot. They have become hearing aids, tools for safeguarding our ears, and now -- with the release of the $249 AirPods Pro 3 -- wearable translators and fitness trackers.
I've spent the past two weeks testing these new earbuds to get a sense of what's changed, what's helpful and what might leave you feeling a little uncomfortable.
Here's what you should know.
Improved battery life. Apple's earlier AirPods Pro earbuds are my go-to for domestic travel, because they make napping with my head pressed up against the window easier. The catch? They wouldn't always survive longer flights, like the five-ish-hour journey from San Francisco to see my family outside Philadelphia.
That's not really an issue anymore. The AirPods Pro 3 easily powered through the five-hour flight home from testing the iPhone Air in Hawaii with noise cancellation on, and stuck it out nearly four more hours after I beelined to our San Francisco bureau.
Generally better sound. These AirPods do a better job than earlier models of making the individual components of a song feel rooted in the space around you. That, coupled with slightly punchier bass and shinier highs, feel like a step in the right direction to me -- these changes have helped me notice facets of songs I've never picked up on before, like the tiny "error" Verdine White makes on the bass in the intro of Earth, Wind & Fire's "September." That said, not everyone seems to like the way these new AirPods sound, so it's worth trying them before buying if you can.
You sound better on calls. You still might look like you're talking to yourself, but improvements to the AirPods' microphones mean you generally come through more clearly to the person on the other end. That goes for phone calls, as well as FaceTime and calls made through third-party messaging apps.
Improved noise cancellation. It still won't block out, say, jackhammers pounding the street, but in moments when you're surrounded by more of an ambient thrum -- the consistent murmur of conversations at the office or the roar of airplane engines -- the AirPods can almost entirely silence your surroundings.
In fact, it's possible that for some people, the noise cancellation -- in tandem with a new design for better in-ear fit -- could be too good.
The first few times I tried the feature, in an airport and on San Francisco streets, I felt a bit of dizziness settle in. This isn't an uncommon phenomenon -- people have been reporting similar sensations when using other kinds of noise-canceling headphones -- but it's the first time I've ever experienced this kind of mild discomfort using AirPods. (Thankfully, it seems to have tapered off over time.)
The ability to perform live translations of foreign languages might be one thing people find most fascinating about these AirPods, but let's be clear: You might not need to buy a single new gadget to use it.
As long as you have an iPhone 15 Pro or newer and a pair of Apple's AirPods Pro 2 or AirPods 4, all you need is the iOS 26 update to live-translate French, German, Portuguese and Spanish into English. (As we speak, Apple is working on support for a handful of new languages, including Italian, Japanese, Korean and simplified Chinese.)
But is it any good?
In its current, beta form, the tool seems best suited for quick interactions. I caught up with a French-speaking friend overseas and got the gist of their obsession with the "Outlander" prequel, while a German pal extolled the virtues of cherry cake -- even though Apple's software was convinced she was talking about "church cake" instead.
Trying to have a prolonged, in-depth conversation with people who speak foreign languages is where things start to feel clunky. It usually takes a few seconds for Siri's disembodied voice to chime in, which gums up the flow of conversation, and the AI tool occasionally just whiffs on certain words.
For now, at least, international slang also seems to be a nonstarter. That French friend started peppering our chat with verlan, which Apple's AI didn't seem to know what to do with.
Down the road, once this feature sheds its beta status, your AirPods might become an invaluable travel tool. In the meantime, maybe keep your expectations in check.
The AirPods Pro 3 come with heart rate sensors built in, and -- among other things -- your iPhone will use that heart data to update your Fitness rings and track your exertion mid-workout in the Fitness app.
Apple says the AirPods' heart-rate tracking can add this biological context to more than 50 workouts, including weightlifting, yoga, high-intensity work and more, but I've mostly been using it to track runs and walks. And in my testing, I've found its heart-rate readings generally lined up full-blown fitness watches like Garmin's Epix Gen 2.
If you're a serious athlete, something purpose-built -- like a heart-tracking chest strap -- is still the way to go, but the AirPods seem plenty good enough to help weekend warriors track their workouts.
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        Sara Jane Moore, President Gerald Ford's would-be assassin, dies at 95
        Paul W. Valentine

        Fifty years ago this week, she fired two shots at Ford, who had been speaking at the St. Francis Hotel in San Francisco. The president was uninjured.
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        Experts in political violence say that such engravings are a way for shooters to ensure the rationale for their attacks is publicized even if their manifestos are suppressed.

      

      
        What we know about the Dallas ICE facility attack and shooter
        Niha Masih, Victoria Craw

        The gunman, who shot himself after killing one and wounding two detainees, was identified as a 29-year-old from Texas, said people briefed on the investigation.
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        Sydney Page

        "You guys all really just came together in a really cool way," comedian Drew Lynch told his audience between tears. "You saved that guy's life."

      

      
        Professor in court fight over Charlie Kirk post is temporarily reinstated
        Andrew Jeong

        University of South Dakota professor Phillip Michael Hook was put on administrative leave after calling Charlie Kirk a Nazi on social media on the day of Kirk's death.

      

      
        Dallas ICE facility targeted in fatal shooting
        Arelis R. Hernandez, Maria Luisa Paul, David Nakamura, Holly Bailey

        One detainee was killed and two others were wounded in a "targeted" attack on an ICE facility.

      

      
        Suspect identified in Dallas ICE facility shooting that killed a detainee
        Daniel Wu, Ben Brasch, Maria Luisa Paul

        The shooter died by a self-inflicted gunshot wound, according to the Homeland Security secretary.
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        Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick

        Humberto is the 8th named storm of the hurricane season.
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National
Left-wing actors responsible for more attacks this year, report says
For the first time in 30 years, the number of attacks by left-wing actors so far in 2025 exceeds those with right-wing affiliations, according to a new study.

Law enforcement personnel gather outside the home of Joshua Jahn, the suspected gunman in a fatal shooting that took place earlier in the day at a Dallas Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) field office, in Fairview, Texas, Sept. 24, 2025. (Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


By Peter Whoriskey, Ellie Silverman | 2025-09-25
The nature of domestic terrorism has undergone a striking reversal this year, new research indicates: For the first time in more than 30 years, left-wing attacks are outnumbering those from the far right.
The reason that left-wing incidents this year have outpaced right-wing incidents is twofold, the researchers said. First, the number of incidents of right-wing terror plummeted this year to levels not seen during the study period. In seeking to explain the drop in right-wing incidents, researchers speculated that, because of the Trump administration policies on immigration and diversity programs, "it is probable that at least some extremists do not feel the need to act violently."
While the number of right-wing incidents dropped, the researchers said, the number of left wing incidents rose.
The analysis was conducted by the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a nonpartisan think tank.
"What our data shows us is that indeed left-wing violence has risen in the last 10 years and that 2025 marks the first time left wing incidents have outnumbered those from the violent far right," said Riley McCabe, an associate fellow at CSIS and co-author of the research.
As political polarization has deepened across the United States in recent years, social scientists have been tallying and categorizing incidents of domestic terror, informing a debate that itself has become political: Which side spawns more violence?
This month's killing of Charlie Kirk, the conservative speaker, has inflamed that debate. On Monday, in the wake of the Kirk memorial, President Donald Trump signed an executive order designating "antifa" -- the decentralized, leftist movement -- as a "domestic terrorist organization." Then, on Wednesday, a fatal shooting at a Dallas Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility spurred President Donald Trump and Vice President JD Vance to take aim again at Democrats, with Trump identifying "radical leftists" as the cause.
The CSIS researchers defined terrorism as the use or threat of premeditated violence by non-state actors "with the intent to achieve political goals by creating a broad psychological impact." Events categorized as left wing included those motivated by support for environmental causes, black nationalism, LGBTQ+ rights, anti-fascist rhetoric or opposition to capitalism, imperialism or colonialism. Events categorized as right-wing included those motivated by notions of racial or ethnic supremacy, opposition to government authority, opposition to abortion, the QAnon conspiracy theory and hatred based on sexuality or gender identity.
In all, they compiled a dataset of 750 terrorist attacks and plots in the United States from January 1994 through July 4, 2025. They collected incidents from academic databases, federal law enforcement press releases and news accounts.
What makes the reversal in the character of political violence so striking is that over the last 30 years right-wing incidents have far outnumbered those from the left-wing. Over the last ten years, right-wing incidents sometimes outpaced left-wing incidents by a three-to-one margin.
Left wing attacks rise
This year, however, the researchers said that left-wing incidents are on track to exceed any levels seen in the last 30 years, continuing a "noticeable" rise that they date to the 2016 election of Donald Trump.
From 1994 through 2000, the researchers counted less than one left-wing terror incident a year. That figure rose somewhat in the next decade. Since 2016, however, the numbers began to grow substantially. From 2016 to 2024, they averaged 4.0 a year, the researchers said. This year, counting only through July 4 -- a time frame that excludes both the Kirk assassination and Wednesday's attack on the ICE facility -- there have been five left-wing attacks or plots, which sets a trajectory for a record-breaking year over the last three decades, they said. The previous peaks were 2020 and 2022 when researchers counted 8 left-wing attacks a year.
"We think the rise is driven by opposition to the Trump administration and partisan extremism," McCabe said. "I don't think these sentiments are going to go away soon."
Right-wing attacks wane
Even more striking than the rise in left-wing incidents is the sudden drop in right-wing incidents.
From 2011 through 2024, researchers counted an average of 20 right-wing incidents a year. In the first half of 2025, however, they counted only one right-wing terrorist incident in the United States -- the June killing of Minnesota state legislator Melissa Hortman and her husband.
In trying to understand the reasons for the decrease in right-wing incidents, the researchers noted that the investigation of the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack likely caused disarray among right-wing extremists. With that investigation, the U.S. government brought charges against more than 1,000 people, including many affiliated with the Oath Keepers and Proud Boys.
At the same time, researchers noted, many of the Trump administration's policies likely suit many on the far right. Their report quotes Enrique Tarrio, the former Proud Boys leader pardoned by Trump: "Honestly, what do we have to complain about these days?" he said.
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Obituaries
Sara Jane Moore, President Gerald Ford's would-be assassin, dies at 95
Fifty years ago this week, she fired two shots at Ford, who had been speaking at the St. Francis Hotel in San Francisco. The president was uninjured.

Sara Jane Moore in a U.S. marshal's car in 1975, on her way to the federal court where she pleaded guilty in the attempted assassination of President Gerald Ford. (AP)


By Paul W. Valentine | 2025-09-25
Sara Jane Moore, a onetime FBI informant who tried and failed to assassinate President Gerald Ford in 1975, died Sept. 24, two days after the shooting's 50th anniversary. She was 95.
Her death, at a nursing home in Franklin, Tennessee, was confirmed by her friend Demetria Kalodimos, a journalist who first reported Ms. Moore's death in an article for the Nashville Banner. Information on the cause was not immediately available.
Ms. Moore's release from federal prison in California in 2007 after more than 32 years behind bars climaxed a dramatic and wayward life. She was variously described by those who knew her as charming and abrasive, impulsive and brooding, and intermittently depressed and suicidal.
She was a troubled ideological drifter, a suburban Republican matron, who in the political ferment of San Francisco in the late 1960s and early 1970s was abruptly drawn into radical left-wing activism. She also was an FBI and police informant, spying on her firebrand friends, before she committed her crime against the president.
Ms. Moore got off a single shot at Ford from her faultily sighted .38-caliber Smith & Wesson revolver before being subdued in a crowd outside the St. Francis Hotel, where Ford had been speaking in downtown San Francisco on Sept. 22, 1975.
Standing 40 feet from the president with the weapon she had bought just hours earlier, she missed her target a second time as a bystander, Marine Corps veteran Oliver Sipple, deflected her raised right arm and the bullet went wide, ricocheting off the hotel, slightly injuring a taxi driver elsewhere in the crowd.
Police and Secret Service agents swarmed the 45-year-old Moore, wresting the weapon from her as other agents hustled the president unharmed into his waiting limousine and sped away.

President Gerald Ford, accompanied by Secret Service agents, outside the St. Francis Hotel on Sept. 22, 1975, shortly before Ms. Moore was taken into custody. (AP)


Remarkably, it was the second attempt on Ford's life in almost as many weeks. On Sept. 5, 1975, Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme, a follower of the murderous Charles Manson cult, aimed a .45-caliber Colt semiautomatic pistol at Ford at point-blank range during a rally in Sacramento. Agents quickly disarmed her before a shot was fired.
The two assassination attempts came amid the tumultuous 1970s, with the rise of Vietnam War protests and radical left political activism across the country. California was uniquely hit by the dramatic kidnapping of newspaper heiress Patty Hearst, the mass suicide of San Francisco-based religious cultists in Jonestown, Guyana, and the twin slayings of San Francisco Mayor George Moscone and another officeholder, Harvey Milk, by a disgruntled city politician.
The decade stood out in California "in terms of its sheer ominous weirdness," University of Southern California history professor Kevin Starr told the Los Angeles Times in 2006. It continues to reverberate in a resurgent era of political violence, with two attempted assassinations of President Donald Trump last year, the shootings of two Minnesota lawmakers in June and the slaying of conservative activist Charlie Kirk this month.
The attempts to assassinate Ford triggered congressional hearings into Secret Service protective procedures. Among other things, investigators discovered that the agency maintained a list of nearly 50,000 people considered potentially dangerous to the president.
Neither Ms. Moore nor Fromme was on the list.
Both women were ultimately sentenced to life imprisonment for their acts. Though the events occurred close in time and place, the two women did not know each other, and Ms. Moore said she was not inspired by Fromme's earlier act. Fromme was paroled in 2009. Ford died in 2006, at 93.

Ms. Moore leaves the Hall of Justice in San Francisco in December 1975, en route to a special hearing on her case. (Jim Palmer/AP)


At her sentencing and in later interviews, Ms. Moore gave varying and sometimes contradictory reasons for her action, defiant and remorseless at times, contrite and humble at others.
"No, I'm not sorry I tried," Ms. Moore, who then claimed to be an adherent of Marxism, said at her sentencing in federal court on Jan. 16, 1976. "At the time it seemed a correct expression of my anger and, if successful, the assassination combined with the public disclosures of this government's own activities [against the radical left] just might have triggered the kind of chaos that could have started the upheaval of change."
But 30 years later, she told a Bay Area television station, "I am very glad I did not succeed. I know now that I was wrong to try."
Sara Jane Kahn was born in Charleston, West Virginia, on Feb. 15, 1930. Her father was a DuPont engineer, her mother a concert violinist.
The second of five siblings to survive infancy, Ms. Moore was raised in strict Baptist tradition. At school, she was a straight-A student, an accomplished musician, actress and ballet dancer, but aloof with few friends.
After high school, she studied bookkeeping and did brief stints in nursing school and the Women's Army Corps, but dropped out of all three. She changed her last name to Moore, adopting her mother's maiden name.
An early marriage to Marine Staff Sgt. Wallace E. Anderson lasted a few months. In 1950, she married Air Force Capt. Sydney L. Manning, and they settled in Los Angeles. They had three children, including a daughter who was severely disabled, institutionalized as an infant and later raised by foster parents.
Ms. Moore and Manning divorced in 1954, but a month later decided to patch things up and try again. The reunion did not hold, and in little more than a year -- with Ms. Moore pregnant with their fourth child -- they divorced again.

Ms. Moore in June 1975, three months before she attempted to assassinate President Gerald Ford in San Francisco. (AP)


In 1956, confused, desperate and saddled with three children under 5, she plotted a last resort: She sent  the children, unaccompanied, on an airplane to her aging parents in West Virginia.
"Sara Jane had carefully planned this maneuver, effectively abandoning her children to her mother's care," journalist Geri Spieler wrote in her 2009 biography of Ms. Moore, "Taking Aim at the President."
Next, she began mingling with a small circle of Hollywood insiders, including Oscar-nominated sound recordist John Aalberg, a man 33 years her senior, who had worked on "Citizen Kane" and "It's a Wonderful Life." They married in 1965, but within a month -- and pregnant with her fifth child -- she left Aalberg and headed to San Francisco.
In 1967, she married Willard J. Carmel Jr., a physician, and settled in Danville, east of San Francisco. She lived the bridge-playing, country-club life that Carmel created for her and her new son.
But within a few years, she tired of the pampered isolation and began developing an irresistible fascination with the protests convulsing the nation over the Vietnam War, racial and economic discrimination, feminism and prison reform. Her marriage unraveled, and the kidnapping of Patty Hearst by the radical Symbionese Liberation Army in 1974 drew her fully into the vortex of New Left politics, protest and violence. It ultimately helped forge her political justification to assassinate Ford.
"I finally understood and joined those who have only destruction and violence for a means of making change," she said at her 1976 sentencing, "and came to understand that violence can sometimes be constructive."

Ms. Moore in 2009, interviewed on NBC's "Today" show. (Richard Drew/AP)


She was hired -- and then fired -- as an accountant for the Hearst family's food-for-the-poor giveaway program established in response to demands by the SLA. There, she became further enthralled by local radical activists and their Marxist rhetoric. She also became, in her unpredictable way, an informant for the FBI and San Francisco police seeking clues to Patty Hearst's whereabouts through Ms. Moore's radical friends who hung around the food program warehouse.
Ms. Moore remained an activist in prison. She pushed to improve conditions for women inmates. She converted to Judaism and lobbied successfully for a kosher kitchen. She even escaped once -- scaling the fence with a fellow inmate in 1979 -- only to be caught in less than four hours.
After her release from prison, Ms. Moore married Philip Chase, a clinical psychologist. He died in 2018. Information on her surviving family was not immediately available.
Ms. Moore's story was one of nine featured in the Stephen Sondheim musical "Assassins," which opened on Broadway in 2004. She was also the subject of a 2024 documentary, "Suburban Fury," directed by Robinson Devor.
Throughout her many court appearances in 1975 and 1976, Ms. Moore vehemently fought efforts by her attorneys to have her plead insanity or "diminished capacity." Over their objections, she ultimately entered a guilty plea.
"I can only assume," her public defender, James Hewitt, told Spieler, "she would rather go down in history as a crusader ... than a demented malcontent."
Harrison Smith contributed to this report.
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National
Engraved bullet casings have become shooters' manifestos
Experts in political violence say that such engravings are a way for shooters to ensure the rationale for their attacks is publicized even if their manifestos are suppressed. 

Law enforcement personnel respond at the scene of a shooting Wednesday at an Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Dallas. (Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Ben Brasch, Drew Harwell | 2025-09-25
It's a stark and alarming trend: Mass shooters engraving bullet casings with cryptic messages, leading officials to speculate about their motives and, more recently, their political affiliations.
It happened in Dallas on Wednesday. Officials investigating an attack on an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility that killed one detainee and critically injured two others announced that they had recovered unspent ammunition, with at least one labeled "ANTI-ICE."
Mass shooters left political messages on guns and ammunition associated with attacks on a Minneapolis Catholic school last month; a Nashville Christian school in 2023; a grocery store in Buffalo in 2022; a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, in 2019; and a high school in Parkland, Florida, in 2018. There were also marked shell casings in the murder of UnitedHealthcare's CEO last year, and there were inscriptions in the case of Charlie Kirk's fatal shooting earlier this year.

An ICE detention facility was targeted in a fatal shooting on Sept. 24. The Post's Arelis Hernandez reports from the scene.


Experts in political violence say that such engravings are a way for shooters to ensure the rationale for their attacks is publicized. The images' significance is sometimes obvious, such as swastikas or racist language, but in other cases they're more obscure, such as online memes not associated with a specific ideology.
"This is very well-established behavior because they know the writing will be reported even if the manifestos are suppressed," Renee DiResta, a professor at Georgetown University who researches online influence, said of mass shooters inscribing messages on weapons and ammunition.
DiResta said the media has gotten better at not spotlighting full manifestos, but it's hard to censor a bullet casing.
"It's another means by which the messages can reach the public," she said.
And in some cases, she said, these "memes and messages written for the 'lulz' [or lols -- online slang for laughs] add another layer of irony and a way to capture attention, by being an inside joke or a source of amusement."
She noted how soldiers used to chalk or paint messages on artillery shells. Such as "To the Axis From U.S.S.R. and U.S.A." during World War I. And she said that "model of symbolic communication" had been adapted to the online world.
The lack of clarity of recent engravings hasn't stopped political partisans on both sides from ascribing intent to the perpetrators.
Describing the Dallas shooting investigation in a post on X, FBI Director Kash Patel shared a photo that appeared to show five gold-colored bullets, one labeled "ANTI-ICE" in blue. Patel wrote that the photo indicated an ideological motive behind the attack.
"These despicable, politically motivated attacks against law enforcement are not a one-off," he said, citing another recent attack on an ICE facility in Texas. "It has to end and the FBI and our partners will lead these investigative efforts to see to it that those who target our law enforcement are pursued and brought to the fullest extent of justice."
No ICE officers were injured in the attack, officials said.
The gunman, who authorities said fatally shot himself as they approached, was later identified as Joshua Jahn, according to four people briefed on the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.
Jahn, 29, of Princeton, Texas, last voted in the Democratic primary in 2020, records show.
President Donald Trump, other GOP officials and conservative activists seized on the casings as proof Jahn was "left wing."
"It has now been revealed the deranged shooter wrote 'Anti-ICE' on his shell casings. This is despicable!" Trump wrote on Truth Social, alleging "attacks by Deranged Radical Leftists."
"The continuing violence from Radical Left Terrorists, in the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's assassination, must be stopped," he also wrote.
At an event in North Carolina, Vice President JD Vance called the gunman a "violent left-wing extremist," citing the casings and other evidence not yet made public that the shooter was "politically motivated to go after people who are enforcing our border."
But Democratic state Sen. Nathan Johnson of Dallas said he had been communicating with state and local investigators about the shooting and that it was too early to say what the shooter's political ideology or motives were.
"We've had incidents where things come out the first day that turn out not to be true," he said.
Asked about Patel's X post alleging that anti-ICE messages were carved on bullet casings recovered from the scene, Johnson said, "I want a more thorough airing of the evidence that has come out."

A drone view shows the reported location of the shooter on a rooftop at the scene where conservative activist Charlie Kirk was fatally shot during an event at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah. (Cheney Orr/Reuters)


Johnson noted that after conservative activist Kirk was fatally shot earlier this month in Utah, initial reports of bullet casings with pro-transgender messages ended up being wrong.
Tyler Robinson, 22, who was charged with murder in connection with Kirk's shooting, has not been cooperating with authorities.
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox (R) said inscriptions were found on at least four shell casings linked to the Kirk shooting. One read "Hey fascist! Catch!" and contained words and symbols that were a seeming reference to a video game that's been interpreted as a satire of fascism. Others appeared to reference online trolling and memes, including "notices, bulges, OWO, what's this?" and "If you read this, you are gay lmao." A fourth was inscribed with lyrics from "Bella Ciao," an Italian anti-fascist anthem that's also featured in a popular remix, video game and TV show.
Yet Cox and others in the GOP insisted Robinson had a "leftist ideology," noting his romantic partner -- who was cooperating with authorities -- was transitioning from male to female.
While the political maelstrom surrounding these recent bullet inscriptions is new, mass shooters inscribing such messages on bullets and weapons is not.
Last month, 23-year-old Robin Westman fatally shot two children inside a Catholic school in Minneapolis after posting YouTube videos showing guns and ammo wrapped in minimalist memes, including one known as "loss."

A child walks past a memorial at Annunciation Church, which is also home to an elementary school, to honor the victims of a recent shooting at the church in Minneapolis. (Tim Evans/Reuters)


Two years ago, Aiden Hale, 28, opened fire on a Christian elementary school in Nashville with a rifle inscribed "Hellfire."
Three years ago, Payton Gendron, 18, wrote racial slurs, references to previous white-supremacist mass murder as well as "White Lives Matter" on his guns before killing 10 Black people inside a Tops grocery store in Buffalo.
Nikolas Cruz, 19, the gunman convicted of the deadly shooting at a Parkland, Florida, high school in 2018, scrawled swastikas on ammunition magazines he left at the school.
The following year, when Brenton Tarrant, 28, attacked a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, he inscribed anti-Muslim and anti-migration sayings on his rifle and ammunition, some visible as he live-streamed on Facebook.

Allied soldiers with bombs written with dedications to the Germans in World War I. (AFP/Getty Images)


Jared Holt, a researcher with the online extremism tracking firm Open Measures, said that during the past decade, mass shootings have "taken on a very performative aspect for these perpetrators."
"There's a degree to which people that have carried out these kinds of acts have also considered how they will be interpreted, how they will be featured in the news, and what the legacy of what they did will be," Holt said, noting the  shooters are motivated by "notoriety and legacy as much as they are any sort of coherent ideology ... They almost view their acts as a type of performance art. For the communities they participate in, for the general public, for history to look back on."
Political extremists write on bullets to ensure there's no confusion about why they wanted to kill, said Victor Asal, a political science professor who researches political violence and extremism at the State University of New York at Albany.
There hasn't been much research on the topic of bullet messages, he said, but it's evident that shooters are using this as another way to clarify their reasoning.
"If you write something on the bullet in addition to whatever messages you might have put on YouTube or have in your house or put on social media, you're making one more message of why this person deserved to die," he said. Research Asal and others have done shows that political violence is rarely motivated by greed or poverty. "Political violence is usually motivated by ideology or oppression or both," Asal said.
Such attackers may feel drowned out by social media, said Matthew Krain, a professor at the College of Wooster in Ohio who teachers about large-scale political violence. In that environment, a picture of a bullet bearing a message is a self-contained and easily understandable statement, he said.
"It could just be out of frustration, but it also guarantees their message gets out there, and they are controlling the narrative," he said.
Aaron Schaffer, Razzan Nakhlawi and Will Oremus contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/09/25/bullet-casings-mass-shootings/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
What we know about the Dallas ICE facility attack and shooter
The gunman, who shot himself after killing one and wounding two detainees, was identified as a 29-year-old from Texas, said people briefed on the investigation.

Law enforcement personnel respond to the scene of a shooting at an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) field office in Dallas on Wednesday. (Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


By Niha Masih, Victoria Craw | 2025-09-25
A gunman opened fire on an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Dallas on Wednesday, killing one detainee and critically wounding two others before fatally shooting himself.
The shooter was identified as Joshua Jahn, 29, of Texas, according to four people briefed on the investigation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.
President Donald Trump and others in his administration described it as a politically motivated attack against immigration enforcement agents, even though no clear motive has been identified and no law enforcement officers were injured in the shooting. Investigations into the gunman are ongoing.
The victims were struck while sitting inside a parked van at an entrance to the ICE facility, where detainees are unloaded for processing, according to a Department of Homeland Security spokesperson.
The 29-year-old shooter was from Princeton, Texas. He last voted in a Democratic primary in 2020, Collin County records show. Texas is a state with open primaries, meaning voters can take part in primary elections without an active party affiliation.
Public records indicate Jahn had previously been registered as a student at Collin County Community College and the University of Texas. A spokeswoman for Collin College, Griselda Perez, said in an email that a student with Jahn's name had attended the school at "various times" between 2013 and 2018.
Jahn worked briefly in at a Texas-based solar company and in the marijuana industry, Ryan Sanderson, the owner of a legal cannabis firm in Washington state, told the Associated Press.
"He was lost, and I didn't expect him to be crazy," Sanderson, adding that he "didn't really seem to have any direction" and was living out of his car at a young age. "I don't remember him being that abnormal, he didn't seem to fight with anyone or cause trouble, he kept his head down and stayed working," Sanderson said.
In 2016 Jahn pleaded guilty to felony charges of marijuana delivery, and was placed on five years probation, according to Collin County court records.
U.S. officials have not released any further information about the victims. However, the Mexican Consulate General in Dallas said in a statement that one of the wounded detainees was a Mexican national, and that it was providing support and legal advice to the victim's family.
The consulate is waiting for authorization to visit the Mexican citizen in the hospital, Mexico's Foreign Ministry said in a statement. "The North America Unit Chief has conveyed concern through diplomatic channels and requested a full investigation into the event and unrestricted access to the injured Mexican citizen," it added.
The shooter began firing at the ICE facility just north of downtown Dallas from the rooftop of an adjacent building around 6:40 a.m. Wednesday, Dallas police said. The gunman fired "indiscriminately" at the building, according to a DHS spokesperson, hitting a parked van holding detainees.
Photos shared with The Washington Post by DHS show damage from the gunfire, including office windows pierced by bullets.
At the scene Wednesday, FBI agents examined the roof of an office building from where the gunman is believed to have opened fire. On the ground below, agents pulled out a skateboard and other items from a sedan parked near an outdoor stairwell attached to the building.
The ICE field office in Dallas is one of the busiest temporary holding facilities for immigrants in the country, with more than 8,300 immigrants processed there between the start of Trump's term in January and late July, according to a Washington Post analysis of numbers from the Deportation Data Project.
One part of the ICE facility houses offices and cubicles where immigrants report for routine check-ins. The other side is a secured intake area where detainees undergo fingerprinting, screening and are either released or placed in short-term holding rooms before being transferred to long-term detention.
Investigators have not yet identified a clear motive for the shooting.
Unspent ammunition recovered from the scene was marked with the phrase "ANTI-ICE," a detail Trump administration officials seized on as an apparent sign that the shooting was politically motivated. Sharing an image of the shell casing on social media, FBI Director Kash Patel said an initial review showed the shooter had acted with an "ideological motive."
Joseph Rothrock, the special agent in charge of the Dallas FBI Field Office, said the agency is investigating the incident as an "act of targeted violence" in a statement Wednesday. "It is unfortunately just the most recent example we have seen of targeted violence to include here in North Texas," he said.
Wednesday's attack is the latest of several incidents involving Texas immigration facilities in recent months. The ICE Dallas field office was targeted in a bomb threat last month, officials said.
While investigators have not yet established a motive, Trump has been quick to portray the shooting as a consequence of rhetoric from "Radical Left Democrats," while Vice President JD Vance claimed without evidence that political violence in recent years was "not a both-sides problem."
The majority of domestic terrorism attacks in the United States in the past two decades have been committed by right-wing extremists, counterterrorism experts have found.
Rep. Marc Veasey (D), who represents Dallas-Fort Worth, said it was "disturbing" that members of the Trump administration "are already exploiting this tragedy to stoke fear, division, and anger."
"As we mourn, we must also lower the temperature of our politics," he said in a post on X. "Stoking the flames of fear and anger only make tragedies like this more likely."
Vivian Ho contributed to this report.
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The Optimist
Comedian spots man in cardiac arrest during show, finishes set at hospital 
"You guys all really just came together in a really cool way," comedian Drew Lynch told his audience between tears. "You saved that guy's life."

Comedian Drew Lynch visits Dick Wende at Sacred Heart Medical Center in Spokane, Washington, after Wende went into cardiac arrest at Lynch's Sept. 12 comedy show. (Drew Lynch)


By Sydney Page | 2025-09-25
Comedian Drew Lynch was onstage and had just begun his stand-up set at the Spokane Comedy Club when he saw a commotion in the audience.
"Hey, everything okay?" he asked into the microphone.
"No," someone responded. A member of the audience was in medical distress.
People called 911, and an EMT and two emergency room nurses in the audience began chest compressions. The man, who was attending the show with his son and daughter-in-law, did not have a pulse for five minutes.
"It was the longest five minutes of my whole life," Lynch told The Washington Post. "I was in shock."
The man, Dick Wende, 83, was in cardiac arrest, said his son, Nathan Wende.
"They couldn't even shock him because he didn't have a shockable rhythm," said Nathan Wende, noting that his father has congestive heart failure and high blood pressure, though that night, Sept. 12, was the only time he'd experienced cardiac arrest.
The CPR worked and medics arrived. Nathan Wende credits the audience with saving his father's life.
"They jumped in and did their job," he said. "It is so important to know CPR."
After Dick Wende was taken to Sacred Heart Medical Center in Spokane, Washington, Lynch resumed his set -- but not as he had originally intended.

Dick Wende was at Drew Lynch's comedy show when he suddenly went into cardiac arrest on Sept. 12. That was the beginning of an unexpected friendship.


"That was incredible," Lynch said, weeping and looking visibly shaken in a video of the incident. "You guys all really just came together in a really cool way ... you saved that guy's life."
Then he cut the tension in the room with a joke.
"I have literally the hardest job in the world now, and that's mostly what this is about," he said, pointing to his tears.
After the show, the comedy club owner told Lynch that Dick Wende's walker had been left behind. Lynch decided to deliver it personally -- and try to make his fan laugh from his hospital bed.
"I'm going to finish my job," he recalled thinking.
The next day, Lynch -- who is currently on tour -- showed up in Dick Wende's hospital room with his two opening acts, Akeem Hoyte-Charles and Rachel Aflleje.

From left, Akeem Hoyte-Charles, Dick Wende, Drew Lynch and Rachel Aflleje. The three comedians went to visit Wende at the hospital the day after he went into cardiac arrest at their show. (Drew Lynch)


Dick Wende could hardly believe his eyes.
"I was really excited. I didn't realize he would do something like that," Dick Wende said about Lynch. "He's a national personality. I was pretty pumped up."
Lynch hugged his fan, then sat on his bed and put his arm around him.
Dick Wende, a speech therapist for 50 years, has followed Lynch since he saw him on "America's Got Talent" in 2015. Lynch developed a stutter after a sports injury in 2011.
"I worked with a lot of stuttering young people throughout my life," he said. "I could sense what he was going through."
When Dick Wende heard Lynch was on tour and coming to Spokane, his son bought tickets.
"He has followed Drew Lynch for a long time. He was really excited to go see him," Nathan Wende said.
Dick Wende did not imagine, though, that he would become friends with the comedian. Lynch spent more than two hours in his hospital room cracking jokes. He also autographed his walker.

Lynch signed Dick Wende's walker. (Drew Lynch)


"He told Dad he gave new meaning to the term 'die laughing,'" Nathan Wende said.
"I think we had more laughter in that hospital than they've seen in a long, long time," Dick Wende said.
The two also swapped life stories.
"He understands my past, he understands my pain and now I know so much about his," Lynch said. "We're bonded for life."

Lynch and Dick Wende swap life stories. (Drew Lynch)


Dick Wende said he was stunned at the turn of events.
"He was just so genuine," he said. "It made my year; it made my life."
Dick Wende's family -- his two sons, daughter-in-law and two grandchildren -- were there, too.
"It was just a real fun time," Nathan Wende said. "My dad is so happy. He's been on Cloud Nine ever since."

The three comedians with Dick Wende and his family members. (Drew Lynch)


Dick Wende is recovering and will be in a rehabilitation center for about two weeks. He said he is grateful to have been at the comedy show, rather than alone at home, when he went into cardiac arrest.
"The crowd came together, and it's a testament to the people that care here in Spokane," Dick Wende said. "I can enjoy my family and my life for a little longer."
Lynch said he is still struck by how the audience responded.
"No one hesitated, no one was filming. Everybody just understood what we needed to do. ... No one knew each other but they all just came together for this shared goal. It was really beautiful," he said. "In the world that we're in, that is so rare. It has nothing to do with me; it has everything to do with the audience."
The experience left Lynch reflecting on the fragility of life, and the importance of helping one another.
"We're all human, and we're all here for a short period of time, and it can be gone very fast," Lynch said. Now that he knows Dick Wende personally, "I got to know how lucky we are that we brought back such a great person."

Lynch cracks jokes at the hospital. (Drew Lynch)


Lynch and Dick Wende have been in contact since the hospital visit.
"You died, and now that you came back, you're stuck with me forever," Lynch told him.
Dick Wende said he couldn't be more thrilled about his new friendship.
"He will be a friend for the rest of my life," he said. "It will be a joy to know him."
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Professor in court fight over Charlie Kirk post is temporarily reinstated
University of South Dakota professor Phillip Michael Hook was put on administrative leave after calling Charlie Kirk a Nazi on social media on the day of Kirk's death.

The University of South Dakota in Vermilion, South Dakota. (Abigail Dollins/Argus Leader/Imagn Images)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-09-25
A federal court on Wednesday temporarily reinstated a University of South Dakota professor who was put on administrative leave after making negative comments on social media about Charlie Kirk on the same day that the conservative activist was shot.
The U.S. District Court in South Dakota's Southern Division said the university should also pause actions aimed at terminating Phillip Michael Hook, a tenured art professor at the university, for his Facebook post on Sept. 10 that described Kirk as a "hate spreading Nazi."
"I'm sorry for his family that he was a hate spreading Nazi and got killed. I'm sure they deserved better," Hook wrote. He also questioned why there wasn't more concern over the shooting death of Minnesota State Rep. Melissa Hortman (D) and her husband.
In a subsequent post on the same day, Hook said that he had removed the earlier post and apologized "to those who were offended."
Kirk, a key ally of President Donald Trump and founder of the influential young conservatives group Turning Point USA, was fatally shot during a campus event at Utah Valley University. A rash of companies and institutions have fired or suspended employees this month over comments about Kirk's killing.
Hook's remarks triggered angry reactions from South Dakota Gov. Larry Rhoden (R) and South Dakota Speaker of the House Jon Hansen (R). The school and South Dakota's Board of Regents, which oversees the state's public universities, said they had received "hundreds of calls and message[s] ... calling for the removal of Professor Hook."
At around the same time, Hook received a letter from Bruce Kelley, the dean of the university's College of Fine Arts, notifying him of the school's intent to put him on administrative leave and to terminate him, citing his post on Kirk.
Hook filed a lawsuit this week asking courts to temporarily suspend the university's actions, asserting that the moves amounted to an unconstitutional retaliation against political speech and a violation of the First Amendment.
U.S. Judge Karen E. Schreier said that although Hook is an employee of a public institution, his post was made as a private citizen about a matter of public concern, referring to how Hook had written the post while he was at home and off work, making it protected speech.
The university will be "required to temporarily set aside their determination to place Hook on administrative leave" and "reinstate Hook's position as a Professor of Art at the University of South Dakota" until at least Oct. 8, the date of a court hearing on the case, according to Schreier's decision.
Hook and the South Dakota Board of Regents could not be immediately reached for comment. A group of student supporters has circulated an online petition urging state officials to reinstate the professor. The petition has attracted thousands of signatures.
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National
Dallas ICE facility targeted in fatal shooting
One detainee was killed and two others were wounded in a "targeted" attack on an ICE facility.

FBI agents stand on the roof of an immigration lawyer's office building across the street from the Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office where a shooting took place in Dallas on Wednesday. (Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


By Arelis R. Hernandez, Maria Luisa Paul, David Nakamura, Holly Bailey | 2025-09-25
DALLAS -- A gunman opened fire on an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Dallas early Wednesday, killing a detainee and critically wounding two others before fatally shooting himself in what authorities called a "targeted" act of violence against immigration enforcement agents.
The suspected shooter was identified late Wednesday as Joshua Jahn, 29, according to four people briefed on the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.
No law enforcement officers were injured in the attack, and investigators had not yet identified a clear motive. But President Donald Trump and others in his administration quickly seized on the incident as politically motivated violence.
Unspent ammunition recovered at the scene had been marked with the phrase "ANTI-ICE." FBI Director Kash Patel, who shared an image of the shell casing on social media, described it as evidence the shooter had acted with an "ideological motive."
Trump and others appeared to cast law enforcement as the victims of the Dallas attack, even though no officers were injured. He blamed Democratic rhetoric and vowed to crack down on "deranged radical leftists."
"This violence is the result of the Radical Left Democrats constantly demonizing Law Enforcement, calling for ICE to be demolished, and comparing ICE Officers to 'Nazis,'" Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform.
Jahn opened fire on the facility just north of downtown Dallas around 6:40 a.m. from the rooftop of an adjacent building, according to Dallas Police. The gunman fired "indiscriminately" at the building, a Department of Homeland Security spokesperson said, including at a van carrying an unknown number of detainees that was parked in the building's sally port, an entrance where detainees were unloaded and processed. The victims were hit while inside the van, a DHS spokesperson said.
Officials have not yet identified those wounded and killed in the incident. But one of the wounded detainees was a Mexican national, according to the Mexican consulate in Dallas, which said in a statement that it was offering support and legal advice to the victim's family.

An ICE detention facility was targeted in a fatal shooting on Sept. 24. The Post's Arelis Hernandez reports from the scene.


The incident came amid what officials have described as a growing wave of threats and assaults against federal immigration officers and law enforcement assisting them in the months since Trump launched his aggressive campaign to deport undocumented immigrants.
Some of the most high-profile incidents have unfolded in Texas -- including a July 4 shooting at an ICE detention facility in nearby Alvarado, where a police officer was shot in the neck. Eleven people described by prosecutors as left-wing activists have since been charged with attempted murder and terrorism-related offenses, and at least three others with aiding their escape or concealing evidence.
On July 7, a man armed with an assault rifle opened fire on federal agents leaving a U.S. Border Patrol facility in McAllen, Texas. The man, identified as Ryan Louis Mosqueda, was shot and killed in the incident. Police later recovered additional weapons, ammunition and other items in the man's car.

Law enforcement personnel at the ICE office in Dallas where the shooting took place Wednesday. (Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


Local officials said the ICE field office in Dallas, where Wednesday's shooting took place, had also been the subject of repeated threats -- including as recently as last month.
Bratton Dean Wilkinson, 36, was arrested on Aug. 25 on suspicion of making terroristic threats after he tried to enter the ICE field office and told a security officer that he had a bomb in his backpack, according to a criminal complaint filed in U.S. District Court in the Northern District of Texas.
Wilkinson later told police officers that he had met an unidentified homeless person earlier in the day who had brandished a handgun and told him to put on a backpack and drive to the ICE facility, according to the criminal complaint. Authorities said they did not find bombmaking material in the backpack or in Wilkinson's vehicle in the parking lot. He remains in federal custody but has not been formally indicted.
In a statement, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said the attack "was motivated by hatred for ICE. ... For months, we've been warning politicians and the media to tone down their rhetoric about ICE law enforcement before someone was killed."
Wednesday's shooting took place before dawn on a rainy Texas morning at an ICE field office that doubles as both an administrative site for immigrant check-ins and a processing center for recently arrested detainees.
One side houses offices and cubicles where immigrants report for routine check-ins; the other is a secured intake area where detainees are fingerprinted, screened and either released or placed in short-term holding rooms before transfer to long-term detention.
It is one of the busiest temporary holding facilities in the country. More than 8,300 immigrants were processed there between the start of Trump's term in January and late July, according to a Washington Post analysis of numbers from the Deportation Data Project, a California-based academic group that shares ICE data obtained through Freedom of Information Act lawsuits.
But as ICE has run up against capacity constraints inside its long-term detainment facilities, the agency has begun using the short-term cells in field offices across the country to hold people for several days -- a practice that has drawn lawsuits and calls for oversight, The Post previously reported.
ICE typically moves detainee buses early in the morning, before immigrants with pending cases arrive for their check-ins, said Ruth Harper, an immigration attorney who represents several clients who have moved through the facility.
The shooting took place just as the day's first appointments were set to begin, Harper said. When she arrived at 7 a.m., instead of the usual trickle of cars heading into the parking lot, she found the access road swarmed with flashing lights and a wall of patrol vehicles.
"It looked like at least 15 or 20" police cars, Harper said. "The cop stopped me and told me I couldn't go. I explained my client needed to report to ICE and he said, 'No, there's a shooter there,' and I was worried for my client, but she thankfully never got there."
Josh Freais was taking out the trash early Wednesday at his job when he heard the first crack of a firearm. Confused, the catering company employee stood still and asked his boss if he had heard the same sound. The eight to 10 gunshots he heard did not fire in quick succession but sounded steady and slow.
Freais said he turned toward what he believed was the source of the sound and looked at the quadrangular building at the end of the street housing the law firm.
"It was the loudest gun I've ever heard," he said. "It was like a cannon went off or like a mortar shell-type firework going off. It was so loud and had a crackling sound at the end."
Freais did not see a person or gun. But when he looked across the street at the ICE facility parking lot, he didn't hear any screams or detect any panic. "The whole thing was confusing," he said. "It didn't look like anything was going on."
A woman who pulled into the strip mall parking lot east of the building called 911 and reported that she had seen someone on the roof. Police arrived within minutes and sprinted toward the ICE facility. Soon, the area was cordoned off.
Investigators offered few details Wednesday about the ongoing investigation, and what little information did emerge turned out to be wrong at times. A DHS statement initially said two detainees were killed in the shooting, a number it later corrected with no explanation of the error.
At the scene, FBI agents could be seen meticulously examining the roof of an office building from where the gunman is believed to have opened fire, about 200 feet away from the ICE facility. On the ground below, agents were examining a sedan parked near an outdoor stairwell attached to the building. They pulled out a skateboard and other items, placing them on a tan tarp.
An immigration law firm was listed as the tenant of the building. The firm did not respond to phone calls seeking comment.
In a statement late Wednesday, DHS said Noem had ordered increased security at ICE facilities around the country.
Paul and Nakamura reported from Washington and Bailey reported from Atlanta. Derek Hawkins, Jeremy Roebuck, Maria Sacchetti, Daniel Wu, Ben Brasch, Meghan Hoyer and Angie Orellana Hernandez in Washington and Molly Hennessy-Fiske in Houston contributed to this report.
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Suspect identified in Dallas ICE facility shooting that killed a detainee
The shooter died by a self-inflicted gunshot wound, according to the Homeland Security secretary.

(Jeffrey McWhorter/Reuters)


By Daniel Wu, Ben Brasch, Maria Luisa Paul, Meghan Hoyer, Arelis R. Hernandez, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Derek Hawkins, Jeremy Roebuck, Maria Sacchetti, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, David Nakamura, Elliot Smilowitz | 2025-09-24
A shooting at a Dallas Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility Wednesday morning left one detainee dead and two others critically injured, the Department of Homeland Security said.
The suspect in the shooting is 29-year-old Joshua Jahn, according to four people briefed on the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.
The suspect "fired indiscriminately" at the ICE facility, including at a van where the victims were hit, from a nearby rooftop, DHS said. The suspect later died of a self-inflicted gunshot, the agency said. It released a photo of what it said were unspent shell casings from the scene, including one shell with "ANTI-ICE" written on it in blue ink.
Authorities have not released the identities of the victims, but the Mexican consulate in Dallas confirmed that one of the critically injured victims is a Mexican national.
DHS said earlier in the day that two people had died.
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Weather
Tropical Storm Humberto tracker: Map and projected storm path
Humberto is the 8th named storm of the hurricane season.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick | 2025-09-24
Tropical Storm Humberto has formed in the western Atlantic and may strengthen into a hurricane. A second potential hurricane is also simultaneously swirling nearby. It's too early to forecast their exact paths, but early signals suggest the disturbances could track toward the East Coast in the coming days.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts 13 to 19 tropical storms this year, including three to five that could become major hurricanes.
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Trump says Kyiv can win back all its land. It's not that simple.
While Ukrainian officials say a massive influx of arms and technology is key to a major offensive to retake territory, analysts do not see that coming.

Service members of the 24th Separate Mechanized Brigade of the Ukrainian armed forces fire a 2S3 Akatsiya self-propelled gun toward Russian troops in the front line in the Donetsk region of Ukraine on Sept. 18. (Serhii Korovainyi/Reuters)


By Siobhan O'Grady, Ellen Francis | 2025-09-25
KYIV -- President Donald Trump's stunning claim this week that Ukraine could win back all its land with support from the European Union and NATO is far-fetched barring a dramatic shift in the alliance's response to Russia's invasion, according to military experts, officials and diplomats working in the region.
Still, future major Ukrainian gains cannot be entirely ruled out, many said, especially if the Russian war economy chokes and Ukraine significantly strengthens its military and weapons arsenal with support from its partners, including the United States -- an outcome that appears unlikely as Trump punts support for Kyiv to Europe.
"President Trump stated that Ukraine, with the support of the European Union, could reclaim its entire territory," Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk posted on X on Thursday. "Behind this surprising optimism lies a promise of reduced U.S. involvement and a shift of responsibility for ending the war to Europe. Better truth than illusions."
European leaders welcomed Trump's latest pivot but remain skeptical that it will translate into pressure on Russia, or push some European nations already carrying much of the burden to go further. NATO allies, chief among them the U.S., have also long rebuffed Kyiv's desire to join the alliance.
If Washington were to agree to support Ukraine at 100 percent of its capacity by sending advanced weaponry including cluster munitions and new weapons systems such as HIMARS and ATACMS, then Trump's "statement is absolutely truthful, 100 percent," said a senior official in Ukraine's military command, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the press.
Mass shipments of U.S. weaponry would "immediately boost morale" to improve recruitment and battlefield performance, and reverse ingrained problems such as shortages of ammunition and artillery rounds, paving the way for rapid Ukrainian advances, he said.
"The American partners know our priorities. The list is on the table. If they could provide us this list, these items we requested, I think the result will even be visible by the end of the year," the official said.
Rep. Michael R. Turner (R-Ohio), who returned Wednesday from meeting Ukrainian defense and intelligence leaders in Kyiv, said Ukraine could win back territory. The key is to impose punishing economic sanctions and trade barriers, which Congress is considering, to strangle Russia's industrial production fueling its war effort.
"We have to turn the spigot off of the Russian economy," he said, adding that Ukraine will also need U.S.-built long-range missiles to push Russian forces back and "a full commitment to continuing U.S. military aid and assistance."
That commitment, however, has not been there since the start of the war, said retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, a former commander of U.S. Army Europe. Despite backing Ukraine, NATO has always hesitated -- through both weapons and sanctions -- to go all the way in backing Kyiv's ambitions of regaining all its territory including Crimea, and inflicting a decisive Russian defeat.
"If your starting point is, well, Ukraine's going to have to give up land, you know, you're not going to enact policies that will get it all back," he said.
NATO officials and diplomats have in recent months given a bleak assessment of Kyiv's ability to retake sizable amounts of territory. While Ukraine's massive drone industry and the recent arrangement for Kyiv to get U.S. weapons funded by the Europeans have bought its forces more time than expected on the front, a major offensive would be fraught.
Without a big shift in diplomacy or weaponry, most officials instead predict the grinding war will continue.
The sheer proliferation of drones, and recent advances in their technology, means it will be difficult if not impossible for either side to make sudden advances -- especially as winter approaches and tree cover disappears. In the meantime, Russia continues to make small local gains in several regions, even as Kyiv claws some land back in the east. The gradual movements are negligible compared with Russia's initial advance in 2022, but still demonstrate an advantage.

Ukrainian servicemen of the 22nd Mechanized Brigade prepare a drone for a flight at an undisclosed location near the front line in the Kharkiv region of northeastern Ukraine on Wednesday. (Yevhen Titov/EPA/Shutterstock)


"It may be slow," said a NATO official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive security assessments, like others in this article. But "if you look at the amount of force Russia brings to this fight, the air and drone attacks, the momentum is on Russia's side."
Even so, Ukraine's allies don't expect a major collapse of its defense lines, the official said, and "the level of aid can certainly change the dynamics."
The Kremlin -- facing fierce Ukrainian resistance -- is struggling to achieve even President Vladimir Putin's revised objectives, such as seizing the entirety of four regions he already claims to have annexed. NATO estimates Russia would be unable to control all four even in the next three years at its current pace.
Offensive operations typically expend significantly more troops and result in large-scale casualties -- a challenge Ukraine could also face if its forces try to go on the offensive and recapture territory.
"The weapons technology very much favors the defender with all the drones," said Anders Puck Nielsen, an officer and military analyst at the Royal Danish Defense College. Still, he said, Russia could face future manpower shortages that change the calculus if its economy is significantly damaged. "The Russian manning model isn't sustainable once the state runs out of money," he said.
Manpower, however, is also a potential weakness for Ukraine. Some note that even if Ukraine's backers met its aspirations for cash and weapons, Ukraine faces a troop shortage that impacts the fighting -- although Kyiv argues that improved resources would motivate more people to sign up.
"The hard battlefield reality is that in Donbas, over the last couple of months, the Russians made progress, square kilometer by square kilometer ... and despite all the billions we give Ukraine, it has proven impossible to stop them," a NATO diplomat said.
"We see the Russians meeting mobilization targets easier; the troop ratio is not favorable to Ukrainians," the diplomat added. "They need to mobilize and it's up to us to equip and train those brigades."
The front line, meanwhile, is not a neat demarcation of opposing positions separated by a no-man's-land but increasingly an intermingled blur, with Russian units laboring to take territory field by field.
The emphasis on infantry is helping Moscow slow its loss of heavy equipment as it works to ramp up new production in the coming months.
"They have literally taken tanks out of museums," said Matthew Saville, director of military science at the Royal United Services Institute in London, a military think tank. "They are stretching it out by changing tactics, relying more on infantry attacks. They've got enough dive-bombers, enough first-person drones, enough people."
Ukraine has to date managed to hold its own thanks to international aid and ramping up its production of drones. And its success in hitting oil refineries -- monitors say it has struck half of Russia's biggest facilities in the past month, some more than once -- is beginning to impact the Russian economy. Gas prices in Moscow are rising.
"The problem is, is that enough pain?" Saville asked. "The answer is no.."
Former Ukrainian defense minister Oleksii Reznikov said he has always believed Ukraine is capable of winning the war if partners provide the right aid at the right time.
"David and Goliath," he said. "It's a very famous story. Ukrainians are brave, smart and creative. We are using different techniques like sling and stone, neutralizing the difference in manpower." Victory is possible, he asserted, with enough weapons aid and tight sanctions on Russia.
It would take a combination of new weapons and support from allies before a ceasefire, as well as money from Russian frozen assets and new sanctions on oil and banking, to "make Russia very weak and defeatable," agreed one Eastern European diplomat. "Then it would be possible."
Some of Ukraine's key backers, however, have balked at more hawkish measures throughout the war or have struggled to maintain the flow of funding.
Russia will continue to maintain its advantage unless it experiences a major crisis that shifts the condition of its troops, said Yan Matveyev, an independent Russian defense analyst who lives in exile. "Without a serious weakening of the Russian army, no large-scale Ukrainian offensive will succeed," he said. "Thus Ukraine must count on problems either with the personnel of the Russian forces or with their funding."
"Ukraine can retake all its territory by military means," he added. "But for that to happen, as in the past major wars, its opponent would have to exhaust its economic resources."
Despite Trump's shift in rhetoric, there really is no change in the U.S. position and the White House is still just putting the burden of the war onto Europe, said Mikhail Zvinchuk, a prominent Russian military blogger.
The Russian military, however, is struggling to push its advantages in manpower and equipment, he said, because "we cannot make sudden advances through unprepared terrain with our armored columns. Instead, we need to continue exerting pressure and gradually wear down the enemy's forces."
"This is the only way to achieve victory," he added. "And when the flow of weapons, ammunition and loans stops for the Ukrainians, then they can say that the conflict has reached a turning point. This is not the case at the moment."
Francis reported from Brussels. Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, Warren Strobel in Washington, and Steve Hendrix and Francesca Ebel in London contributed to this report.
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World
Former French president handed 5-year prison term over Gaddafi money
Nicolas Sarkozy, convicted of conspiracy for seeking 2007 campaign funds from then-Libyan dictator Moammar Gaddafi, would be the first French president to serve time.

Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy speaks to reporters as he leaves court in Paris on Thursday. (Yoan Valat/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Maham Javaid | 2025-09-25
Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy was found guilty of "criminal conspiracy" Friday and handed a five-year prison term by a Paris court in connection to an attempt to raise campaign funds from Libya's late dictator Moammar Gaddafi.
Sarkozy, 70, conspired with close aides to seek funds from the Libyan government for his 2007 presidential campaign, the court found. He has maintained his innocence and after the ruling said he had been targeted for political reasons. 
The prison term, however much of it he winds up serving, is an unprecedented punishment for a modern French president. The date for his sentence to begin has yet to be decided, the court said. An appeals process would not stop Sarkozy from going to prison, the AP reported.
"If they absolutely want me to sleep in prison, I will sleep in prison," Sarkozy told reporters, surrounded by his lawyers and wife, the singer and model Carla Bruni-Sarkozy. "But with my head held high."
"Those who hate me this much think it's humiliating for me. What they humiliated today is France," he said.
Sarkozy, a longtime fixture on France's center-right, was president from 2007 to 2012. The Libya connection stems from his stint as interior minister, 2005-2007, during which the court founded he carried out diplomatic favors while seeking funds. He was cleared of other charges in the same case, including corruption, illegal campaign financing and concealing the embezzlement of public funds.
Sarkozy was stripped of his Legion of Honor medal -- the highest French award -- after he was convicted in a previous case for corruption and influence peddling. He was ordered to wear an electronic tag for a year, another first for a former French leader, but was later granted a conditional release due to his age.
In yet another case, Sarkozy was convicted on illegal financing charges in connection to his 2012 reelection campaign, and sentenced to a year in prison but allowed to appeal before serving. A final hearing is expected in October.
At Thursday's sentencing, chief judge Nathalie Gavarino, addressing Sarkozy, said, "the goal of the criminal conspiracy was to give you an advantage in the electoral campaign" and "to prepare an act of corruption at the highest possible level in the event that you were elected President of the Republic."
Gavarino said there was no proof that Sarkozy struck a deal with Gaddafi or that money from Libya reached Sarkozy's campaign accounts. But she said Sarkozy was guilty of allowing his aides to make contact with people in Libya to raise the money -- enough to constitute conspiracy under French law.
Sarkozy, who has maintained his innocence since the three-month trial began in January, said the plan was simply "an idea" that did not come to fruition.
The accusations began in 2011, when a Libyan news agency and Gaddafi said the government had helped Sarkozy win the 2007 election. A French investigative outlet published an alleged Libyan intelligence memo citing a 50 million-euro agreement. This week, a French court said the document was likely a forgery.
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Middle East conflict
Gaza City hospitals close, patients flee as Israeli forces advance
Israel's ground invasion of Gaza City has put several hospitals and more than two dozen primary health care providers out of service, medical staff and the U.N. say.

Palestinians prepare to bury a loved one, who according to medics was killed by Israeli fire, in the yard of al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on Tuesday. They were unable to move the body to a cemetery because of the Israeli ground offensive. (Ebrahim Hajjaj/Reuters)


By Siham Shamalakh, Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman | 2025-09-25
CAIRO -- Israel's intensifying attacks inside Gaza City are causing the region's already threadbare health care system to buckle, doctors and health officials say, sending medics and patients fleeing and overwhelming strained hospitals in the enclave's south.
Major hospitals in Gaza City said they have not received site-specific evacuation orders from the Israeli military, though they all lie within evacuation zones. But relentless bombardment and Israeli fire from drones and advancing tanks in recent weeks have put several hospitals and more than two dozen primary health care providers in Gaza City out of service, according to medical staff and the United Nations.
The Israeli military began to pound Gaza City, which it says is the last Hamas stronghold in the Gaza Strip, in August -- a prelude to the ground invasion it launched Sept. 16. It warned hospital officials in Gaza City last month to prepare a plan for possible evacuation.
At first, many health officials and personnel vowed to stay. Then the strikes and tanks began closing in.
Gaza's only specialized pediatric hospital, al-Rantisi Children's Hospital, was forced to close on Monday after it sustained damage in an Israeli attack on Sept. 16. Eighty children were receiving care when three artillery shells struck the hospital without prior warning, hospital director Jamil Suleiman said in an interview. The attack caused the hospital's computer systems to fail, shut off its water supply and "spread panic," he said. The patients who were able to walk -- about half -- soon left on their own.
"The army did not officially order the hospital to shut down, but they blocked anyone attempting to enter, as drones were firing on any movement in the hospital area," Suleiman said. "Gradually, the situation deteriorated: People could not safely reach the hospital, and medical staff were at great risk traveling in and out. As a result, we made the decision to close and evacuate the hospital."
The Israel Defense Forces did not immediately comment on the strike at the hospital.
Remaining patients were sent to other hospitals in Gaza City -- but much of the facility's medical equipment is still stuck inside, and drones fired on staff who attempted to recover it, Suleiman said.
Israel's offensive has already driven more than 250,000 people from Gaza City in the past month, the U.N. said last week. Still, hundreds of thousands of people are estimated to remain.
Jordan's military said this week that it was evacuating the field hospital it runs in Tel al-Hawa in Gaza City, after intense Israeli shelling and bombardment nearby damaged the building's facade and hospital equipment and interrupted some services. The field hospital was transferred to Khan Younis in southern Gaza, "to preserve the safety of its staff," the Jordanian armed forces said in a statement.
Two eye hospitals and a major rehabilitation and prosthetics center also shut down due to the Israeli offensive, according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which said 16 other medical points and 11 primary health care centers were forced to suspend or shut down services in Gaza City.
Treatment for disease or disability is increasingly unavailable in northern Gaza. Israeli attacks this week destroyed two medical centers belonging to the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, according to the organization, which is run by the Ramallah-based politician and doctor Mustafa Barghouti. The IDF did not immediately respond to request for comment on the attacks.

Injured patients receive treatment on the floor due to the lack of available beds at al-Ahli Hospital in northern Gaza on July 13. (Haitham Imad/EPA/Shutterstock)


Al-Quds Hospital in the Tel al-Hawa area is now surrounded by Israeli military vehicles, according to Nebal Farsakh, a spokesperson for the Palestine Red Crescent Society, which runs the hospital. Their presence has made it impossible for any new patients to enter and for the 101 doctors, administrative staff, patients and their relatives inside to safely leave the premises.
Andee Vaughan, a  nurse who left the hospital on Tuesday after a three-month volunteer mission, said that in recent days, armed drones had begun firing at the hospital buildings -- with some bullets penetrating the walls.
In a statement, the IDF said that "no strike was conducted directly toward the hospital" and that the incident was "under review."
But explosions from strikes and explosive-laden robots detonating nearby were so loud, Vaughan said, that one infant -- a 31-week-old who was brought in with respiratory distress -- was dropping into bradycardia with nearly every bomb. Medical staff managed to slowly wean her off oxygen, but Vaughn said she fears a particularly loud strike may stop the baby's heart altogether.
The situation at al-Shifa Hospital, Gaza's largest, is also "extremely dangerous," Motaz Harara, the hospital's emergencies director, said. Earlier this week, Israeli tanks came within about 160 yards of the complex before pulling back. Drones and warplanes whir overhead constantly, he said.
The hospital was raided twice previously by Israeli forces -- once in November 2023 and once in March 2024. The IDF damaged the hospital and detained medical staff during those raids. Fear of suffering humiliation and mistreatment inside Israeli prisons compelled many doctors to preemptively leave this time, said one doctor who fled on Monday by foot to Nuseirat in central Gaza. The doctor spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concern for his safety.
As a result, staffing at the hospital is down to about 20 to 30 percent of its normal levels, Harara said. About 150 patients remain at the hospital. "We fear the tanks could move closer or surround the hospital at any moment," he said, adding that the Health Ministry has an emergency evacuation plan ready if the time comes.
That moment may be imminent: The IDF released aerial footage Wednesday that it said showed "significant live fire ... being conducted out from Shifa Hospital" several days earlier. "The use of a civilian structure, and particularly an active hospital, is further proof of Hamas' cynical and systematic modus operandi of exploiting civilian infrastructure as manned terror command posts," the IDF said.
The Washington Post geolocated the footage to the surgery department of al-Shifa. The IDF declined to comment on the date the video was taken.
Hospitals are supposed to receive extra protections during wartime under international humanitarian law, but those protections disappear if a facility is being used for active military purposes.
Mohammad Abu Salmiya, the hospital's director, denied that any gunfire emerged from the hospital in an interview with Al Jazeera on Thursday.

A man carries his grandson who was wounded in an Israeli strike, at al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on July 6. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


What will happen to the patients and medical workers who remain in the north, whether by choice or necessity, remains unclear. The only road leading south is clogged with men, women and children, traveling by foot or piling into cars or atop carts, seeking refuge further south. If the IDF does not approve additional routes, any medical evacuation of ill or injured patients to the south would be complicated by the heavy traffic along the coast, doctors and the U.N. official said.
Already, "a lot of people with chronic illness are really suffering because of delayed medical care, delayed transport times," Kathleen Gallagher, an American volunteer surgeon with MedGlobal, a U.S.-based medical nonprofit, said in an interview from Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis.
"Our ambulances are stuck in that traffic. We've had several trauma patients in the last 48 hours. I lost one yesterday that came from another hospital. I can't say that it was traffic necessarily, but I think he was salvageable had we gotten to him an hour earlier," she said. The overcrowding is "certainly expected to get worse."
Hospitals in the enclave's center and south have been already flooded with patients displaced from Gaza City in recent weeks, many of them seeking treatment for malnutrition, according to medical workers and organizations working in them.
Nasser Hospital is at 300 percent capacity, according to Michael Falk, another volunteer doctor with MedGlobal who has spent the past three weeks there. Staff are building a 150-bed tent ward in the vicinity to accommodate more patients, he said, but it's unlikely to meet the needs, he said. The hospital is already rationing gauze and antibiotics, which has hurt recovery rates of trauma patients post-surgery.
Ahmed al-Farra, head of pediatrics and maternity at Nasser Hospital, said Monday in an update posted to Facebook that the pediatric department was seeing "unprecedented crowding," with several premature babies forced to share one incubator, and sick or malnourished children lining the hallways because no more beds are available.
Palestinian doctors and nurses -- the backbone of the health system -- are "exhausted" and "emotionally shredded," often displaced themselves and living in crowded tents, Gallagher said.
The Kuwaiti Hospital in Mawasi, a narrow strip of land where many displaced residents are staying, suspended scheduled surgeries after supplies ran out, its director, Suhaib al-Hams, said in a statement Monday.
"Government and field hospitals in southern Gaza are unable to handle the huge numbers of residents and displaced people," Hams said.
Cheeseman reported from Beirut. Hazem Balousha in Toronto and Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Europe
Denmark blames 'systematic' attack as mystery drones swarm more airports
Drones forced Aalborg Airport to close, and others were spotted near three airports in the south. Days earlier, sightings closed Copenhagen and Oslo airports.

Danish Defense Minister Troels Lund Poulsen, left, Justice Minister Peter Hummelgaard, Police Chief Thorkild Fogde and Chief of Defense Michael Hyldgaard hold a news conference in Copenhagen on Thursday. (Emil Helms/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Leo Sands | 2025-09-25
Danish defense authorities expressed growing security concerns Thursday morning after mysterious drones were spotted above at least four more airports overnight, the latest in a spate of sightings across Scandinavian airspace that have closed airports, delayed travelers and perplexed officials.
Aalborg Airport in northern Denmark, which also hosts a military airfield, was forced to close after police said unidentified drones entered its airspace around 10 p.m. In the south, drones were also spotted near at least three airports. Danish officials were already on high alert after similar sightings Monday prompted authorities to shut down Copenhagen's international airport and officials in neighboring Norway to close Oslo's airport.
European capitals have been on edge in recent weeks after Russian aircraft breached NATO airspace on multiple occasions, first with drones entering Poland and then with fighter jets crossing into Estonia.
In a news conference Thursday morning, Danish Defense Minister Troels Lund Poulsen said the near-simultaneous deployment of drones in so many locations across the country led authorities to suspect the involvement of a professional actor. "We are talking about such a systematic operation," he said. "This is what I would define as a hybrid attack using different types of drones."
Hybrid warfare refers to the combined use of conventional military combat with other means, such as clandestine operations or cyberattacks, to target adversaries.
In response to a question, Poulsen said there is no evidence that Russia is linked to the sightings.
Moscow -- which has long denied accusations by Western security officials that it engages in hybrid warfare to sow division in Europe -- once again distanced itself Thursday from any suggestion of involvement.
"It is evident that the incidents involving reported disruptions at Danish airports are a staged provocation," Russia's embassy in Copenhagen said on Telegram. "The Russian side firmly rejects the absurd speculations of involvement."
Denmark is preparing to host European leaders next week in its capital for two high-profile summits, the European Council and the larger European Political Community, which includes Britain and others. The meetings are expected to focus on security issues, responding to recent Russian violations of NATO airspace and support for Ukraine.
Denmark, which has held the rotating presidency of the Council of the European Union since July, has been a staunch backer of Kyiv since the Russian invasion, providing by its own estimate some $10.5 billion in military aid to Ukraine since 2022.
On Thursday, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said he spoke with Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen about the drone issue, which Frederiksen called "serious."
In a social media post, Rutte said NATO allies were coordinating with Danish authorities to ensure the security of critical infrastructure.

A light moves in the sky over Aalborg, Denmark, amid reports Wednesday of drone sightings that led to the city's airport, used for commercial and military flights, being closed. (Morten Skov/@MSchieller69609/Morten Skov/Reuters)


Authorities have not released any information about who they believe could be behind the latest spate of drone sightings. Poulsen said authorities believe the drones were launched locally and did not travel over long distances.
After Monday's sightings, Frederiksen described the incursions as an "attack on critical Danish infrastructure" and said she could not rule out involvement by Moscow. In response, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov dismissed any suggestion of Russian involvement.
On Wednesday evening, local police said drones had again been spotted, this time at other locations across the country. Police said drones were spotted near the Esbjerg, Sonderborg and Skrydstrup airports, in addition to  the ones reported above Aalborg Airport, which doubles as a military base.
The repeated sightings of unidentified drones above security assets have caused disquiet among members of the Danish media and some opposition politicians, who have expressed concern as to how the drones could approach military installations with such apparent ease.
In Thursday's news conference, Justice Minister Peter Hummelgaard told reporters that the flyovers were probably intended to sow division and fear in the country and said the government was proposing legislation to allow infrastructure owners to shoot down drones.
Chief of Defense Michael Hyldgaard said Danish armed forces had the military capability to shoot the drones down but had so far refrained from doing so to protect nearby residents. On Thursday, police said the entire force had been placed on "high alert" -- indicating that operational workers were ready to respond 24/7.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/09/25/airport-russia-denmark-drones/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
China wants a 'super-embassy' in London -- sparking anger and spying fears
China's proposal for a large embassy by the Tower of London, near critical communications cables, has led to espionage concerns. China describes the claims as "slander."

Royal Mint Court, the proposed site of China's new embassy, in the Tower Hamlets borough of London. (Carl Court/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-09-25
It's been home to a black death burial ground, monastery and Royal Navy shipyard and was the epicenter of coin production as the Royal Mint. But a prime piece of London real estate could be about to face its starkest transformation yet -- into a massive Chinese diplomatic site dubbed a "super-embassy" by British media.
Next month the British government is due to decide whether to grant the Chinese government permission to create an Embassy House and Cultural Exchange Building on the site of Royal Mint Court.
The proposed development measures more than 610,000 square feet -- nearly 10 times the size of China's current main embassy building and larger than the 518,050-square-foot U.S. Embassy that opened in London in January 2018. It also contains plans for 225 residences, a visa processing center and a "heritage interpretation pavilion," according to plans submitted to the local council, Tower Hamlets.
In Britain, planning permissions are typically granted by local councils, determined by factors including environmental and transport considerations. But a whole host of other factors -- the sheer size of the proposed embassy, its location near landmark sites including the Tower of London and City of London, fears about Chinese government surveillance, and Britain's complex relationship with China -- have catapulted the decision into the upper echelons of government and attracted significant protests and controversy.
Even some U.S. lawmakers have weighed in, with two warning British officials in February that granting permission to develop the site would "embolden [China's] efforts to intimidate and harass UK citizens and dissidents and experts across Europe," or describing "significant security concerns" over the site's proximity to "sensitive infrastructure like London's financial services."
"The arguments are not China shouldn't have an embassy. The arguments are China should not be allowed to have this embassy in this place," Luke de Pulford, founder and executive director of Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China, an international group that describes itself as focused on demanding accountability from China, said in an interview.
The plans were initially rejected by the local council in 2022, citing policing, tourism and traffic concerns. China resubmitted identical plans in July 2024, however, after general elections ousted the Conservative government and ushered in Labour's Keir Starmer as prime minister.
Starmer spoke with Chinese President Xi Jinping in August 2024, where Xi raised the issue of the embassy, and in October that year Starmer's government announced it would make the final decision on permission -- effectively taking it out of the hands of local planners -- in a move interpreted by many as a sign the government wanted to approve the project.
Tower Hamlets Council announced in December that it would have refused the plans a second time, had the government not stepped in.
China's embassy in Britain wrote in a statement that plans for the site followed local regulations and "comply with international diplomatic practice" and that "it is an international obligation of the host country to provide support and facilitation for the construction of diplomatic premises."
Some British lawmakers have expressed worry, however, that the strategic location between two of London's financial hubs could allow China to hack subterranean cables. China has been accused of malicious cyber-activities, and last month, Britain issued an advisory along with the United States, its counterpart in the Five Eyes intelligence-sharing relationship, about a Chinese government hacking campaign that targeted at least 200 U.S. organizations and 80 countries.
Other critics have pointed to the placing of bounties on the heads of overseas dissidents, a 2022 incident in which a protester was dragged into the Chinese Consulate grounds in Manchester, England, and assaulted, and the fact that large swaths of the planning documents have been "redacted for security reasons," triggering fears those could be rooms used to detain and interrogate activists. Diplomatic rules mean that embassy territory is regarded as sovereign soil -- so local police cannot enter without permission.
China has described claims that the new embassy poses security risks to Britain as "completely groundless and malicious slander," while planning consultants working for China have argued that the application for the U.S. Embassy in London also "did not disclose details of internal layouts."
De Pulford argued that comparisons between China's proposed development and the U.S. Embassy are misleading, saying China is an "adversary state" that is not disclosing "what it wants to do in whole massive sections of their embassy. This is obviously unacceptable."
De Pulford has been working to advise residents of the Royal Mint Court Residents Association, a group of residents and business owners of 100 leasehold apartments, a day care and hair salon on the site, which was bought by the Chinese government in 2018. He said they feel trapped in a "David and Goliath" battle.

Protesters hold placards as they demonstrate Feb. 8 at the proposed site of China's embassy in London. (Carl Court/Getty Images)


Supporters of the site have cited the restoration of historic buildings, improved embassy services and better security as reasons to allow the development, according to the local council.
Those targeted by Chinese authorities say approving such a "glorified monument" of Chinese state power in the heart of London sends the wrong signal, including Simon Cheng, the founder and director of Hongkongers in Britain, a community group supporting Hong Kong residents who moved to Britain following China's crackdown on widespread pro-democracy protests in 2019.
Chinese state security officials detained Cheng for 15 days in August 2019 while he was working for the British Consulate in Hong Kong. He told The Washington Post that he was removed from a train, interrogated about his political activities and held in various stress positions. He was accused of spying and inciting pro-democracy protests on behalf of the British government. He later moved to Britain, where he was granted asylum, and had a $128,000 bounty placed on his head by Hong Kong police under Beijing's controversial national security law.
Allowing China to have such a large embassy and staff with diplomatic privileges could mean they feel "above the U.K. law" in terms of tracking dissidents on British soil, or potentially detaining and interrogating them on the site, Cheng said. In a letter to the British government dated Aug. 20, Cheng and other activists wrote, "Our concerns are not merely speculative but are substantiated by consistent reports of Chinese consular officers disregarding the rule of law in host states."
Steve Tsang, director of the China Institute at London's School of Oriental and African Studies, said the focus on the building itself was misguided. He pointed out that "every embassy has secure rooms which are for very secure communications" and that fears over sensitive cables underneath the site could be resolved during the planning process.
Tsang said opposition to China's proposal boils down to two groups: those who believe China is a "maligned, malevolent, ill-intentioned force toward the U.K." and recent immigrants from Hong Kong who have "very understandable reasons to be very concerned about the kind of extraterritorial reach of Chinese law."
He considered the bigger concern, however, to be the "enormous" number of Chinese Embassy staff working in various locations across London.
"A building doesn't go out and spy and a building doesn't go out and infiltrate society. People do that," he said. "If MI5 wants to monitor the Chinese Embassy staff, it's arguably easier if they are mostly located in the same physical locality than if they are being scattered around London. And if we have a problem with embassy staff doing things which are problematic, then we need to deal with that as an issue and not simply deny them a site."
Britain also faces political pressure, he added, because there is "zero chance" Beijing will support its plans to expand its own embassy in Beijing if the London site is not approved.
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Middle East
After years of chaos, Lebanese leadership nets record approval, poll finds
More than 6 in 10 Lebanese adults approved of the country's leadership, up from 16 percent in 2024. The upswing is one of the largest for a government in 20 years.

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun, center, heads a cabinet session to discuss an army plan to disarm Hezbollah, at the Presidential Palace in Baabda on Sept. 5. (Anwar Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Mikhail Klimentov | 2025-09-25
BEIRUT -- Months after the election of a new president, the formation of a new government and a shaky ceasefire with Israel, confidence among the Lebanese in their government has leaped by 46 percentage points compared to last year, according to a new poll released Thursday. The swing marks one of the largest jumps in approval for a government in 20 years of Gallup conducting the World Poll.
A positive outlook would have been near unthinkable a year ago. The country, mired in one of the world's worst political quagmires, lacked a president for more than two years, even as war between Israel and Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed militant group and political party, devastated the country and eroded access to essential services. The 2020 Beirut port explosion, which killed 218 people and injured thousands, led to outbursts of anger and demonstrations against the dysfunction of successive Lebanese governments.
Now, more than 6 in 10 Lebanese adults (62 percent) approve of the country's leadership overall, up from 16 percent in 2024, according to the poll fielded in May and June. Specifically, President Joseph Aoun's approval rating was 81 percent and Prime Minister Nawaf Salam's was 56 percent. Both were elected in January.
Meanwhile, 35 percent of Lebanese adults disapprove of the country's leaders, representing a roughly 40-point drop from 2024. Overall, the results mark just the second time in 20 years of Gallup polling that Lebanon's leaders have notched higher approval than disapproval ratings.
The results come with a caveat: Gallup's pollsters, who interviewed 1,002 adults in Lebanon in person, could not access areas that Gallup described as "under the strict control of Hezbollah." Gallup noted that the excluded areas account for "approximately 10% of the country."
"The great majority of those respondents are likely to be Shia, but not all. There would be Christian minorities in some of those areas to a small degree, for example," said Jay Loschky, Gallup's regional director for the Middle East and North Africa, referring to people in the areas controlled by Hezbollah, where interviewers "previously have not been welcome."
Lebanon's new leadership has had a delicate relationship with Hezbollah. The group acquiesced to the election of Aoun as president and Salam as prime minister after several setbacks in the past year. A stinging war with Israel wiped out most of its senior leadership and wrecked its base -- and prompted destructive Israeli attacks on Lebanon. The group also lost a key transit route through Syria for resupply from Iran after the fall of the Assad regime in December.
Both Aoun and Salam have signaled that the state should have a monopoly over weapons. In August, the cabinet made a decision -- boycotted by Hezbollah's ministers -- to task the Lebanese Army with drawing up plans to disarm all non-state actors in Lebanon, much to the ire of Hezbollah's leader, Naim Qassem. Earlier this month, several Palestinian factions in Lebanon surrendered three truckloads of weapons to the Lebanese army.
Aoun boasts majority support across all religious groups reported in Gallup's polling: 91 percent of Christians, 87 percent of Druze, 78 percent of Sunni Muslims and 52 percent of Shiite Muslims approved of his leadership. Aoun, a general and commander of the Lebanese armed forces, was the American favorite for president. He received wide praise after he pledged to fight corruption and said he would not tolerate any armed presence in Lebanon other than that of the state.
Salam enjoys majority support from all groups but Shiite Muslims, of whom only 11 percent approve of his work.
Karim Emile Bitar, a professor at Saint Joseph University in Beirut, said that the Lebanese are reacting favorably to the new government's plans to ensure the state's right to monopolize the bearing of arms across the country.
"Large segments of the Lebanese public opinion initially reacted favorably because it's the first time since 1969 [and] the infamous Cairo Agreement that the Lebanese government is attempting to control its entire territory," Bitar said.
Beyond Hezbollah's arsenal, Bitar noted that the government's newfound favorability is due to more than two years of a presidential vacuum and a former government that "was perceived as incapable of delivering any reform." The new ministers who make up the current government all have professional experience in their respective fields -- unlike previous ones who were just political appointees -- with Salam being the former head of the International Court of Justice.
"They do represent traditional parties, but they are trying in their respective portfolios to put in place some badly needed reforms like judicial independence and bank restructuring," he said.
Despite increasing trust in government, Lebanese confidence in financial institutions remains near all-time lows at 4 percent -- the worst performer on that metric among all countries surveyed by Gallup.
Fouad Debs, a lawyer who performs pro bono work on behalf of bank depositors, said that this was due to a lack of reform in the banking sector, with most depositors still locked out of their savings six years after Lebanon's 2019 financial crisis.
"Today I was with someone at the bank who was asking them to give her back some of her own money to fix her teeth," Debs said. Depositors can only withdraw a few hundred dollars a month and have to pay excessive fees. The Association of Banks in Lebanon has said the institutions do not have enough liquidity to pay back their clients.
Questions remain whether the government can maintain its support. So far, it has been unable to attract major pledges for aid and investments -- necessary for postwar reconstruction efforts -- from its wealthy Persian Gulf neighbors. The World Bank estimates that Hezbollah's conflict with Israel cost the country an estimated $14 billion in physical damage and economic losses. Reconstruction, they estimate, will cost an additional $11 billion.
Debs said that the pace of reforms has been slow. "People's lives actually have been getting worse; they cannot access basic needs, whether it's health care or electricity and water," he said. "With the banks, the issue has not been solved."
Still, confidence in the integrity of Lebanese elections rose in 2025 to 45 percent, from 17 percent in 2024.
Bitar said the real test of the government's popularity will come next year, during parliamentary elections. "Will they be able to hold these elections in time even though the country is still partly occupied, frequently bombed, and in a context of massive polarization and constant interference of several countries ranging from the United States to Iran to Saudi Arabia?" he asked.
Compounding the challenges are continued Israeli strikes on Lebanon, which have remained a near-daily occurrence despite the November ceasefire agreed to last year. Even as Lebanese leaders have denounced the strikes, Israel has insisted it is attacking Hezbollah infrastructure.
"The government is relatively popular among those who were expecting reforms, who wanted to open a new chapter, who view the president and prime minister as coming from outside the establishment," said Bitar. "But this by no means indicates that an overwhelming majority of the Lebanese are satisfied. Most of them, I would say, are pretty anxious about the resumption of Israeli hostilities."
Klimentov reported from Washington. Emily Guskin in Washington contributed to this report.
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Europe
Denmark, hoping to reconcile, apologizes for forced contraception in Greenland  
In Greenland, Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen will apologize formally for the mistreatment of thousands of Inuit girls and women who were given invasive contraception without consent.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, left, talks to women at the Katuaq cultural center in Nuuk, Greenland, where she was scheduled to make a formal apology Wednesday to Inuit girls and women who had contraceptive devices implanted without their consent. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/EPA/Shutterstock)


By William Booth | 2025-09-24
In a ceremony that sought to redress old wrongs -- and showcase new sensitivities by a former colonial power -- the prime minister of Denmark and her Greenlandic counterpart on Wednesday formally apologized for their governments' roles in the medical mistreatment of Greenlandic Inuit girls and women who were given invasive contraception without their consent by the Danish health authorities, in cases dating from the 1960s until the early 1990s.
The public apology by Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, from a stage at the main cultural center in the Greenlandic capital, Nuuk, comes at a time when Denmark is pouring attention and funds on Greenland, a semiautonomous territory that remains part of the Danish realm, aiming to repair colonial wounds amid covetous attention from President Donald Trump.
Trump has repeatedly stressed that "one way or the other," the United States intends to "get" Greenland, calling the world's largest island crucial for U.S. national security, both for its location as North America's front door in the Arctic and for its vast mineral wealth, especially the rare earth metals needed to power technologies of the 21st century.
"Dear women, families and Greenlanders. Today there is only one right thing to say to you. Excuse me. On behalf of Denmark, I apologize," Frederiksen said, visibly moved as she stood before the hushed audience.
The Danish prime minister recalled a story from one of the women, who said the insertion of the IUD, when she was a teenager, felt like having knives inside her.
"Where were the health authorities, where was the state, where were those who were supposed to take care of you?" Frederiksen asked. "The reality is that the system that was supposed to take care of you harmed you."
Greenland's prime minister, Jens-Frederik Nielsen, also apologized for the role of former governments in allowing the forced contraception of Indigenous women and girls. The Greenlandic population -- just 57,000 people -- is mostly Inuit.
Imagine how the women felt, Nielsen said: "Despair, grief, powerlessness, anger, pain, skepticism, helplessness, discouragement, hopelessness, crying, confusion, depression, purposelessness."
He called the events "one of the darkest chapters in Greenland's history."
In a damning report released this month, the Danish government revealed that its doctors put intrauterine devices into Greenlandic girls as young as 12 without their consent or knowledge.
In remarks to reporters Wednesday, Greenland's prime minister said he thought it was right for the Danish government to establish a reconciliation fund to compensate the victims.

"Dear women, families and Greenlanders. Today there is only one right thing to say to you," Frederiksen said during her speech. "On behalf of Denmark, I apologize." (Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix/Reuters)


Greenland was colonized by Denmark in the 18th century and has spent most of its modern history as a Danish possession, producing vast quantities of seafood and seal skins. The territory was given extensive self-rule in 2009. Many Greenlanders say they eventually want full independence -- but slowly. In January polling, they also overwhelmingly rejected the idea of Greenland becoming a part of the United States.
Earlier this year Denmark said it will spend $2 billion more to boost security in the Arctic region, in partnership with Greenland, and the Faroe Islands, another autonomous territory.
From the early 1960s, the government in Copenhagen sought to limit the growth of the Greenlandic population, which was reliant -- as it is to this day -- on Denmark to pay for infrastructure, health, housing and education.
The government-sponsored report described 410 cases in detail, based on medical records and testimonies by the women. In more than 300 cases, the report states, the patients suffered health complications. Danish officials said last year that half the fertile women in Greenland at the time -- as many as 4,500 women and girls -- received IUDs in the 1960s and 1970s. The report was written by researchers from the University of Greenland and the National Institute of Public Health at the University of Southern Denmark.
Naja Lyberth is one of one of the 143 women who have sued for compensation in connection with the IUD insertion. Lyberth told the audience Wednesday that the use of the devices meant that many of the women could not have children.
Aviaja Fontain, whose mother, Hedvig Frederiksen, was fitted with an IUD at the age of 14 without her knowledge, said that the women who campaigned for the apology were glad to see the Danish prime minister come to Nuuk -- but also frustrated that it took so long.
"For them it's a big day. They're finally getting the acknowledgment that they have been seeking from the Danish government," Fontain told The Washington Post. "My mother says that this will heal a bit of the scar. But that the scar will always be there."
All the girls in Hedvig Frederiksen's class were called into a doctor's office together, according the story that Frederiksen, now 65, told her daughter.
"They would go into the room and then come out crying," Fontain said of her mother's memories of the procedure. "Many of the women did not tell their stories for years because they felt shame. They acted -- they felt -- like they had been violated, like rape, and they were ashamed of what happened."
Naaja H. Nathanielsen, Greenland's minister for justice and gender equality, told the Guardian that the announcement of a possible compensation fund should have come sooner. "The problem with proposing this in the 11th hour before the apology is that it risks being viewed as calculated instead of sincere and remorseful," she said.
Denmark is far from the first nation to acknowledge wrongs against Indigenous people.
The Australian government made a formal apology to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in 2008 for the forced removal from their families of Indigenous children, who became known as the "Stolen Generations."
The Canadian government has issued multiple apologies to its Indigenous people, including an expression of remorse by its prime minister in 2008 for the Indian Residential School system, which forcibly took children from their families for more than a century.
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Middle East conflict
As Israel's isolation mounts at U.N., full toll remains limited 
Deep isolation has yet to set in, but Israel's leadership appears to be bracing for the long haul.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem on Sept. 15. (Nathan Howard/AP)


By Susannah George | 2025-09-24
A cascade of countries offering recognition to a Palestinian state, mounting accusations of genocide, high-level rebukes over humanitarian conditions in Gaza and growing trade threats have left Israel increasingly isolated as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu prepares to address the United Nations General Assembly in New York this week.
Israel's traditional friendships are strained, Israeli firms are facing boycotts, and proposals to exclude Israel from cultural events and sports are attracting support.
But none of these moves appear to have made so much as a dent in the policies of Israel's far-right government. Despite fierce objections, Israeli forces are pushing into Gaza City. And earlier this month, Israel targeted Hamas leadership in the capital  of a close U.S. ally, Qatar.
Diplomatic pressure won't lead to changes in policy unless it comes with "significant, serious costs or consequences on Israel," said Aaron David Miller, a Middle East expert and former U.S. negotiator who advised both Republican and Democratic administrations.
"All of this recognition -- it's a reaction to the horrors on the humanitarian side. It's frustration and anger at the exponential rise of Palestinian civilian deaths. But it is not affecting the trajectory and the tactics or strategies of Israel," he said.
Deeper isolation would mean major cuts to trade, the barring of Israeli scientists from partnering with European countries on research, restricting travel, banning Israeli athletes from the Olympics. None of this has happened, but European leaders are increasingly willing to argue that a tougher stance is needed, and Israel's leadership appears to be bracing for the long haul.
While Britain suspended talks on a new trade deal with Israel in May over concerns about the war in Gaza and the European Union pledged to review trade policies, existing arrangements largely continue to stand. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called earlier this month for a suspension in E.U. free trade with Israel -- but it remains unclear if the bloc could unify around such a policy.
Israel's Defense Ministry continues to report record arms exports -- even as weapons flow into Israel at high volume. Defense exports totaled $14.8 billion in 2024, of which more than half was to European countries, according to Defense Ministry data. Only a handful of countries have stopped or limited arms sales to Israel. Germany blocked weapons sales that could be used in Gaza but continues to trade other systems. Spain canceled individual weapons orders last week.
Britain, France and Canada recognized a Palestinian state at the U.N. this week. More than three-quarters of U.N. members now recognize a Palestinian state, and more than half of European Union members do.
The move doesn't elevate the Palestinian seat beyond the nonmember observer status it has held since 2012. That would require a vote from the U.N. Security Council, where the United States has the power to veto the effort.
But however symbolic the recognition may be, given the situation on the ground, "the Israelis are more nervous than they let on," Miller said.
Netanyahu has acknowledged Israel's isolation, but he describes it as an unavoidable consequence of his efforts to keep Israel safe. Speaking this month at a conference, he called on Israelis to become more self-sufficient and develop a kind of "super Sparta" society -- a severe image to conjure, of an ancient Greek city-state entrenched in the popular imagination as autarkic, hyper-disciplined and ultra-militarist.
"We have no choice, at least for the coming years when we'll be required to deal with these isolation attempts," he said. Netanyahu has said the way Israeli forces are fighting the war in Gaza is necessary to eliminate the threat posed by Hamas and return security to the Israeli people.
European officials argue Israel's war in Gaza is making Israel and the rest of the world less secure.
"What we keep telling the Israeli authorities is: This is not in the interest of the Israeli society, neither of all the region," an official in the French presidential office said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive discussions. "What we see today on the ground is a continued escalation that we believe will bring only permanent war to the region, to Israel, to the Palestinians."
Israel's war in Gaza -- which began in response to the Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, that left about 1,200 people in Israel dead -- has become the deadliest and most destructive of the country's history. More than 65,000 people have been killed in Gaza, including 18,500 children, according to data from the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. Entire neighborhoods have been leveled by airstrikes, critical infrastructure has been destroyed, and the famine that was confirmed in Gaza City in August is projected to spread.
Global outrage over the dire humanitarian conditions in Gaza, including famine, has swelled in Europe and elsewhere as demonstrators demand  that their political leaders do more to stop the crisis. In Italy this week, thousands of workers and students participated in a nationwide strike over Gaza that closed ports and some public transit hubs. That domestic pressure has played a key role in pushing European leaders to find a way to act.
The United States' veto power at the U.N. Security Council has shielded Israel from the body's power to dole out consequences. Six times the body has voted to force a ceasefire in Gaza and six times, the U.S. has vetoed the effort.
A move by the E.U.   to suspend  free trade with Israel and impose sanctions on two Israeli cabinet members and a number of West Bank settlers, all of which are under consideration, could apply real pressure, analysts said. Kaja Kallas, the E.U.'s foreign policy chief, called on member states to approve the measure and "pressure the Israeli government to change course."
The sanctions would freeze the assets of the Israeli ministers and ban their travel in the E.U. Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said sanctions would not work. "We will not be bent through threats while Israel's security is at stake," Saar said.
It's unclear if the measure will pass. The last time the E.U. attempted to implement a concrete step to suspend research grants to Israeli organizations, the body failed to get the majority needed to pass the measure.
Momentum is also building in the cultural space. Spain, Ireland and the Netherlands have all threatened to boycott Eurovision 2026 -- the world's largest music competition, wildly popular in Europe and beyond -- if Israel participates. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez called for Israel to be excluded from all international sports, similar to how Russia was banned from the Olympics following its invasion of Ukraine. In the U.S., more than 4,000 film workers, including A-list stars, signed a pledge this month to boycott certain Israeli film institutions.
Many Israelis still "underestimate" the degree to which the world is outraged by the war in Gaza, said Jonathan Panikoff, a former senior U.S. intelligence official who is director at the Atlantic Council's Middle East program.
Many Israelis believe "that Israel's defense and military capabilities, and some of its cyber capabilities, are so good that no matter what, states will quietly still want to engage and buy them," he said.
But Panikoff said that could change, as countries contend with growing public anger. While Israel is economically vulnerable after 23 months of war, measures such as sanctions even once imposed can take a long time to have an impact, he said.
"I don't think it's the short term that's going to be a problem for Israel. I think it's the long-term trajectory," he said.
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Economic Policy
White House begins plan for mass firings if there's a government shutdown
The Office of Management and Budget sent a memo to federal agencies Wednesday night instructing them to plan for staff reductions, including firings.

Russell Vought, director of the Office of Management and Budget, speaks to reporters at the White House on July 24. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Hannah Natanson | 2025-09-25
The White House is preparing federal agencies for widespread layoffs if the government shuts down next week, leaving new uncertainty about what would close and what would stay open if funding runs out Oct. 1.
The directive has shaken the federal workforce, which has already undergone sweeping layoffs this year under the U.S. DOGE Service and is now scrambling to understand who could lose their jobs as soon as Wednesday. Officials have yet to publish plans showing what agencies would close in a shutdown.
The White House Office of Management and Budget issued a memo late Wednesday directing agencies to consider firing employees working on any program that is not funded by another law, such as Republicans' One Big Beautiful Bill Act enacted in July, and which does not align with the president's priorities. Once government funding is reinstated after a shutdown, agencies should revise their plans to keep only the smallest number of employees necessary to legally operate, the memo says.
Any such layoffs would add to those initiated earlier this year , the memo says. DOGE offered to pay thousands of federal employees through Sept. 30 to leave their jobs, although some agencies have since tried to rehire workers over concerns that the personnel cuts made it difficult to perform some functions.
The memo also increases pressure on congressional Democrats, who have insisted they will not support a funding extension through Nov. 21 if Republicans do not agree to their demands on health care. However, Democratic leaders indicated Wednesday night that the memo does not change their calculations.
"This is an attempt at intimidation. Donald Trump has been firing federal workers since day one -- not to govern, but to scare," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said in a statement Wednesday. "These unnecessary firings will either be overturned in court or the administration will end up hiring the workers back, just like they did as recently as today."
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) wrote on X that the administration's "goal is to ruin your life and punish hardworking families already struggling with Trump Tariffs and inflation."
It is also a departure from previous shutdowns, when employees have been temporarily taken off the job and then returned when new funding was approved. The memo instructs agencies to tell employees they could be fired even if they aren't furloughed during a shutdown. When the government closes due to lack of funds, some employees typically continue working -- temporarily without pay -- and others stay home.
The GOP law passed this summer "provided ample resources to ensure that many core Trump Administration priorities will continue uninterrupted," OMB officials wrote in the memo. "Programs that did not benefit from an infusion of mandatory appropriations will bear the brunt of a shutdown."
The memo continued: "We remain hopeful that Democrats in Congress will not trigger a shutdown and the steps outlined above will not be necessary."
A spokesperson for OMB did not respond to a request Wednesday night for information on which programs would remain open under a shutdown. The GOP law increased spending on defense and immigration enforcement, among other areas, which could mean more money is available to pay for those programs.
The memo was first reported by Politico.
As news of possible mass reductions in force trickled out among federal workers in Signal group chats and Reddit on Thursday morning, many employees reacted with fear and anger -- although others said they hoped it was just a ploy to bring Democrats to the bargaining table. Most spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution.
"In a year already filled with cruel and relentless attacks on the federal workforce, this is yet another example of this administration treating us like pawns," said an EPA staffer.
"Personally, I am numb," said a Federal Emergency Management Agency worker. "But I know my colleague who is sole supporter of her family is worried."
One worker at the General Services Administration said he wished Trump officials would just hurry up and fire him if that's the ultimate plan.
"I'm done living in fear," he said, adding that he and every one of his remaining colleagues feel miserable and ineffective most days. "Congratulations on ruining the federal workforce in less than a year."
Many departments appear to have done little, if any, formal planning for a shutdown, according to more than a dozen staffers across multiple agencies -- including the State Department, NASA and the Federal Aviation Administration. Most federal workers said they were learning about what might happen to the government, and their jobs, from the news.
That is atypical, some said. Discussions about the shutdown at the State Department are taking place by the water cooler or in private chats, sending rumors filtering throughout the agency by word of mouth, one worker there said. There has been "zero guidance" released, which seems unusually behind schedule, the employee said.
"We are going in blind," the person said.
Other places are just starting to plan, employees said. Two employees at FEMA said their agency has begun determining which staffers will have to keep working during a shutdown and which will be furloughed part or full time. Agency leaders are also busy preparing for long-term reductions, warning that there will be fewer positions and less money for everything starting next fiscal year, one staffer said.
As all this is going on, the second FEMA employee noted, the agency is also trying to develop plans to handle an earthquake in the New Madrid zone and possible tropical storms or hurricanes next week. The employee said they have no idea what chaos might be unleashed if large-scale firings proceed. FEMA will somehow have "to recall us unpaid if a storm comes up," the employee said.
The fiscal year will end next week, and Republicans and Democrats in Congress are at an impasse over how to fund the government after that. While Republicans have the majority in both the House and Senate, they need some Democratic support to pass a funding extension in the Senate.
Republicans have proposed a funding extension known as a continuing resolution, or CR, through Nov. 21. It would continue operations at current spending levels and is what's known as a "clean" CR, because it does not include policy priorities except for new funding for security in each branch of government after conservative activist Charlie Kirk's killing.
Democrats countered with their funding proposal, which would fund the government through Oct. 31 and implement several of their priorities, including extending subsidies for people on Affordable Care Act insurance plans and reversing cuts to Medicaid enacted under the GOP's tax and immigration bill.
Both failed in the Senate late last week before lawmakers left Washington for a week-long recess. The upper chamber plans to vote again on the Republican plan Monday.
In March, Schumer supported a six-month funding extension due to fears that a shutdown would empower OMB Director Russell Vought and Elon Musk, then the overseer of DOGE, to make unilateral decisions on government spending, despite fierce backlash from the Democratic base.
"A shutdown gives the executive branch -- in this case Trump, Musk, Vought and DOGE -- pretty much complete freedom as to what parts of the government to fund and what parts not to fund," Schumer told reporters at the time. "They would use their power in a shutdown to decimate the government and close all kinds of agencies that they didn't like."
But this time, Schumer says the situation has changed and that Democrats must fight to improve health care in the wake of cuts implemented under the GOP tax and spending law.
Schumer and Jeffries planned to meet with Trump this week to negotiate a path forward, but Trump canceled via a social media post, arguing that no meeting "could possibly be productive" given the Democrats' "unserious and ridiculous demands."
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) called Trump this week to urge him not to meet with Jeffries and Schumer, arguing their wish list is too expensive and would subsidize health care for people in the country illegally. Other congressional Republicans reiterated that concern in statements Thursday.
"The only reason a government shutdown is on the table is because Democrats are demanding $1.5 trillion in unrelated spending demands including handouts for illegal immigrants, bailouts for insurance companies and extensions of wasteful covid-era programs," said House Freedom Caucus Chair Andy Harris (R-Maryland).
Kadia Goba and Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Business
As hurricane season heats up, investors bet big against natural disasters 
Catastrophe bonds allow insurers to spread the risk of crushing disaster payouts. Investors make double-digit returns -- unless a big storm wipes out gains.

A home in New Orleans damaged during Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the largest single loss in U.S. insurance history. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Todd Frankel | 2025-09-25
It's been a record year for placing bets against Mother Nature's wrath -- $18.6 billion and counting.
That's how much large investors such as pensions and hedge funds are estimated to have spent so far in 2025 buying catastrophe bonds, which insurers and reinsurance firms sell to shed some of the risk of massive natural disasters.
Cat bonds, as they're known in the industry, often pay double-digit interest rates, but insurers can tap the investment to pay claims if the bond is triggered by big losses from a particular catastrophe -- or, in some cases, even if a storm just hits certain wind speeds.
Cat bonds help ease the pressure on insurers, said Michel Leonard, chief economist at the Insurance Information Institute trade group, "and we have a hard market right now" as the industry struggles to get a handle on the threat posed by very expensive disasters. Cat bonds spread the risk to outside investors, protecting insurance companies from getting wiped out by a single event.
The potential for calamitous natural disasters such as wildfires or hurricanes already has led some insurance companies to claim they had to stop writing homeowners' policies in some markets or abandon them entirely.
"Insurance prices would be much higher today without cat bonds," said Robert Hartwig, who directs the Center for Risk and Uncertainty Management at the University of South Carolina.
The big risk for investors is a major U.S. hurricane. That's what drives the cat bond market. About 70 percent of the risks covered by the $56 billion in cat bonds outstanding worldwide are tied to damages from named storms slamming into places such as Texas or Florida. The potential for crushing losses is so great that these bond sales mostly shut down during the Atlantic hurricane season, running from June 1 to Nov. 30. Instead, the cat bond world spends its time watching what's brewing out at sea.
"The Weather Channel is the one you have on in the background," said Philipp Kusche, global head of insurance-linked securities at Howden Capital Markets and Advisory. "It's fingers-crossed time."
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration had predicted an above-normal season with 13 to 18 named storms and 2 to 5 major hurricanes, but it's been quiet so far. Hurricane Erin failed to reach the United States in August. This week, Hurricane Gabrielle was being tracked as it passed near Bermuda.
The cat bond market was created in response to Hurricane Andrew, which was the costliest U.S. hurricane in history when it hit South Florida in 1992, causing about $27 billion in insured losses. At least 16 insurers were driven into the ground by the storm.
That is when insurers realized they needed new sources of funding. One of the first cat bond deals arrived in 1997, organized for the USAA insurance company, a $500 million offering that protected the insurer for one year from losses greater than $1 billion from a single Category 3, 4 or 5 hurricane along the East Coast.
The cat bond market grew steadily for years and then exploded after Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans in 2005, the costliest natural disaster in U.S. history. These are mostly purchased by institutional investors, although some exchange-traded funds have exposure to them.
Over the past decade, the cat bond market has nearly tripled, according to Artemis, which tracks insurance-linked securities. Most of these deals are centered on climate disasters. But there are also smaller cat bonds that cover cyber risk and terrorism. Life insurance companies offer extreme mortality bonds to cover mass death events. The Danish Red Cross sponsored a small cat bond in 2023 tied to eruptions at 10 different volcanos as a way to pay for aid delivery should lava flow.
Investors scored a 17.3 percent average return last year and 19.7 percent in 2023, according to the Swiss Re Cat Bond Total Return Index. So far this year, the average yield is about 10 percent.
But the average return was -2.2 percent in 2022, thanks in part to Hurricane Ian making landfall in Florida in September of that year as a Category 4 storm. Ian caused an estimated $54 billion in insured property losses, according to estimates.
Nothing spurs interest from insurers in cat bonds like a pricey disaster.
Just weeks after the Southern California wildfires in January torched more than 15,000 homes and buildings, California FAIR plan, the state's insurer of last resort, said it would look into cat bonds "to further enhance its ability to pay claims in the event of future disasters."
Today, U.S. hurricanes are considered the best understood disaster risk thanks to intense modeling built on decades of data about what happens when these storms make landfall. Both sides in a cat bond deal have a good idea of what they're getting into.
It's harder with so-called secondary perils, such as severe storms and hail, flooding or even forest fires. These events are harder to predict, so investors tend to want a bigger return for shouldering the risk, said Jean-Louis Monnier, head of insurance-linked securities at Swiss Re, one of the world's largest reinsurance firms.
The California wildfires and large thunderstorms in the Midwest made the first six months of 2025 the second costliest half-year period on record for catastrophe losses, reaching $80 billion, according to a Swiss Re report.
The average property insurance premium has jumped 70 percent nationwide since 2000, according to the ICE Mortgage Monitor Report. Although experts say it would be higher without cat bonds, most of the increase is because people keep moving into hurricane-prone parts of Florida and Texas, as well as earthquake-prone areas in California. The average size of a U.S. home is also larger than in the past. And inflation has pushed up the cost of replacement building materials.
If Hurricane Ian had hit during the 1970s, insured losses would have been half or even a third less expensive, according to a Swiss Re report.
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Health
Research tying Tylenol to autism lost in court. Then it won Trump's ear.
Kenvue had gained the upper hand in litigation alleging acetaminophen use during pregnancy can cause autism. Now the Trump administration has breathed new life into research rejected by a federal judge.



President Donald Trump linked the use of Tylenol during pregnancy to increased autism risk this week. (John Taggart/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Daniel Gilbert, Lauren Weber, Ariana Eunjung Cha | 2025-09-25
A year ago, the maker of Tylenol lauded a federal judge's dismissal of hundreds of lawsuits alleging the popular painkiller caused autism in children whose mothers took it during pregnancy. The company, Kenvue Inc., citing "confusion" the litigation caused, said the judge's ruling affirmed that "science does not support causation."
But now Kenvue and its premier over-the-counter drug have been thrust into a political and medical maelstrom after President Donald Trump -- in a White House briefing Monday -- amplified the losing side of the court cases with his powerful megaphone.
In forcefully warning expectant mothers not to take Tylenol no less than a dozen times, Trump drew on evidence that is unsettled, disputed and that failed to pass legal scrutiny in U.S. District Court in New York.

The White House suggested a link between autism and pregnant women consuming Tylenol. They also paved the way for leucovorin as a potential treatment.


A research paper published last month that the White House and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. relied upon Monday to buttress their argument was published by a prominent academic who court records show received $150,000 as an expert witness in the litigation.
The episode reveals a nexus of large-scale litigation, medical claims seized upon by parents desperate for answers and the MAHA political movement that Kennedy has led and brought to the forefront of Trump administration policies.
The verdict on Tylenol remains inconclusive, medical specialists say, with a suggestion of potential concern in some studies but contradictory findings in others and no solid evidence that taking it while pregnant is harmful.
Now, as the Food and Drug Administration moves to amend Tylenol's label with a warning about the potential link between its use during pregnancy and autism, Kenvue is bracing for another tsunami of litigation, according to a person close to the company who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive situation.
"What they say isn't going to change the truth, but it could have a commercial impact," the person said.
The official statement by the FDA accompanying Trump's comments was far more measured, acknowledging considerable scientific debate over whether pregnant women taking acetaminophen -- the active ingredient in Tylenol -- can cause autism in their children. But parents and physicians are scrambling to assess the safety of the drug amid a wave of conflicting signals and outrage by clinical experts and advocacy groups who say the administration overstepped.
Kenvue said in a statement that "independent, sound science clearly shows that taking acetaminophen does not cause autism," adding that it will "explore all options to protect the health interests of American women and children."
HHS didn't respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
The federal acetaminophen cases against Kenvue are currently being appealed. Ashley Keller, a lawyer representing plaintiffs, said that the administration's position could help their cause "from an atmospheric perspective," bolstering the credibility of their expert witnesses.
"If you hear something official from the president of the United States and the secretary of HHS," he added, "I do think that's going to impact behavior."
The Trump administration's statements linking acetaminophen to autism rest heavily on a researcher with sterling academic credentials -- whose 2025 published paper was a modified and expanded version of the work that was thoroughly rejected by the judge overseeing the case.
Andrea Baccarelli, a prominent epidemiologist, now serves as dean of the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Before 2024 he was a professor at the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, and as recently as early 2020 he had taken the position that research showed no link between acetaminophen and autism.
But during that year, he testified in his deposition, he did a "deep dive in the literature, and I started to believe at the end of 2020 that there was a problem." His concerns grew, he said, and by 2022 his view had flipped to being concerned about the link to autism. In December of that year, he was hired as an expert witness at a rate that he disclosed in his deposition was $700 an hour.
In a 148-page opinion in December 2023, U.S. District Judge Denise Cote of the Southern District of New York took a dim view of his reliability. She sharply criticized Baccarelli's work, citing multiple flaws: cherry-picking weak studies that found links while downplaying stronger ones that didn't; lumping together autism and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder despite them being distinct conditions; and failing to account for confounding factors, like whether fever itself -- rather than acetaminophen -- might explain the association.
Cote called parts of Baccarelli's analysis "troubling" and "cursory," writing that his "failure to engage seriously with the complexity of the relevant studies' outcomes is well illustrated."
But Baccarelli's work has gained new life and visibility, serving as the foundation for the widely circulated journal article published last month. The paper in BMC Environmental Health analyzes previously published studies on acetaminophen during pregnancy and its link to autism, concluding that there appears to be an association but that their data cannot prove causation.
Harvard spokesperson Stephanie Simon said Baccarelli was not available for an interview and declined to respond to questions other than to say that he "just worked a few hours on the case after the deposition." Two of Baccarelli's three co-authors -- from Mount Sinai and the University of Massachusetts Lowell -- said they stand by the paper but declined to answer questions about his previous work and role in the study.
For nearly four decades, scientists have examined whether taking acetaminophen during pregnancy is associated with neurodevelopmental disorders, including autism and ADHD. Such scrutiny gained steam with two studies in 2016 and 2019 that linked the use of acetaminophen prenatally to autism, and a "consensus statement" in 2021 by 13 authors calling on health professionals to caution pregnant women to the medication "at the lowest effective dose for the shortest possible time."
Scientists who've studied the issue say that establishing causation between environmental exposures and disease is notoriously difficult, often impossible, due to the complexity of variables and ethical constraints that make gold-standard clinical trials unfeasible. Scientific disagreement over methodology is common, they said, and doesn't necessarily indicate flawed research.
Kenvue, spun out of Johnson & Johnson in 2023, has been fending off lawsuits linking Tylenol to autism since 2022.
One law firm that took an early interest was Wisner Baum, which Kennedy, a personal injury and environmental lawyer, previously consulted for. The firm was soliciting plaintiffs who took Tylenol or other medications while pregnant and whose children developed autism or other disorders, The Washington Post found in a review of internet archives. The call-out for plaintiffs was listed on their website from at least the end of January 2023 through part of May this year, at one point with the words "AWARD-WINNING ATTORNEYS PURSUING TYLENOL LAWSUIT COMPENSATION FOR AMERICAN FAMILIES."
However, on an April 2024 podcast, the firm's managing partner, R. Brent Wisner, said he chose not to get involved in the Tylenol class-action lawsuit.
"I did not get into the Tylenol autism case, not because I didn't think it had merit or because it was a solid case," he said. But after looking at the science, he said, "I didn't want to pursue it."
During Kennedy's confirmation hearings, he faced immense pressure to divest from a financial stake he initially said he would keep in cases he referred to Wisner Baum before becoming secretary. Kennedy has disclosed he gave the stake to an adult family member who is licensed to practice law in California. One of Kennedy's sons, Conor Kennedy, is listed as working at Wisner Baum in its Los Angeles office.
Wisner Baum didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
For Kenvue, Tylenol has been a mainstay of its business in the midst of turmoil. The New Jersey-based company lost three top executives in recent months, including its CEO and chief financial officer. It launched a strategic review as its skin health and beauty business struggled.
Even during the course of the Tylenol litigation, Kenvue "actually continued to gain market share for Tylenol," said Navann Ty, a health care analyst for BNP Paribas Exane, estimating the medication accounts for about 10 percent of Kenvue's $15.5 billion in annual revenue.
Instead, the company may be facing a different kind of challenge. "We believe there could be risk to Tylenol consumption given the HHS recommendation may push consumers to reduce consumption of the brand owing to the negative headlines, which may lead a broader set of consumers (not only pregnant women) to shift to other pain reduction methods," Filippo Falorni, a Citi Research analyst, wrote in a note to clients Monday.
Kenvue shares have fallen about 16 percent since reports that HHS would tie acetaminophen to autism earlier this month, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence data. The company's stock edged up Tuesday after regulatory actions that investors perceived as moderate.
Beate Ritz, one of the co-authors of the Environmental Health study and a UCLA Fielding School of Public Health professor of epidemiology, said that she was invited about a year ago by Baccarelli to help with the study. She said he disclosed his work with the lawsuit and hoped Ritz -- an expert in research bias who worked on a large acetaminophen paper several years earlier -- could help bring fresh eyes to the analysis. She said she recommended a number of changes, almost all of which Baccarelli agreed with.
"I felt this was a honest approach to a very complicated problem," she said. "But then it became very politicized with the administration picking it and it's becoming a nightmare in my mind."
Lena H. Sun contributed to this report.
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Economy
Wall Street bets against Trump on tariff refunds, while importers suffer
Wall Street investors are buying up claims to potential tariff refunds, betting that the Supreme Court will strike down President Donald Trump's signature economic policy.

Cargo ships and shipping containers at the Port Jersey Container Terminal in Jersey City. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


By David J. Lynch | 2025-09-25
Wall Street investors are buying up claims to potential tariff refunds, betting that the Supreme Court will strike down President Donald Trump's signature economic policy and require the government to disgorge tens of billions of dollars that companies have paid this year in import taxes.
A handful of hedge funds and specialized investment firms are offering importers around 20 cents for every dollar they paid in Trump's "reciprocal" tariffs and roughly 5 cents per dollar for levies on Canadian, Mexican or Chinese goods stemming from the president's ire over fentanyl trafficking, according to Salvatore Stile, founder of Alba Wheels Up International, a New York-based customs broker. The antidrug tariff claims are worth less because they are seen as more likely to survive legal challenges and thus less likely to produce refunds.
The minimum claim needed to draw investor interest has risen from a couple million dollars to around $10 million in recent days, said Stile, who declined to name the participating funds, citing business confidentiality.
The deals offer immediate cash for importers that have been absorbing most of the cost of Trump's tariffs. Investors, meanwhile, hope to profit by collecting the rest of the refund if the Supreme Court invalidates Trump's tariffs, according to four trade specialists familiar with the transactions. Stile, who said he has advised more than 20 importers on sales of "tens of millions of dollars" in refund claims, said many small and medium-size businesses are struggling with the choice between sitting on their refund hopes and settling for a partial payday.
"The market is shifting literally daily. People don't know what to do," he said.
At issue are two sets of tariffs that the president imposed citing his authority under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA). The first batch of import taxes were announced in February on goods from China, Mexico and Canada, three countries that the president blamed for the U.S. fentanyl crisis. The second set was announced two months later and was described as a response to the "national emergency" of chronic trade deficits.
The Supreme Court within months could join two lower courts in ruling some or all of the IEEPA tariffs illegal, which would deal the White House a major political setback. The nation's highest court has agreed to hear a pair of related cases with oral argument scheduled for Nov. 5.
Both the administration and the plaintiffs, which include several importers and 12 Democratic state attorneys general, want an early decision. If the justices rule in favor of the president, the investment firms would lose the money they have spent speculating on the importers' claims.
But if the justices uphold the lower-court rulings, the Treasury Department may be required to refund about half of the tariffs collected this year, according to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent. Through June 30, U.S. importers paid the government around $80 billion in connection with Trump's emergency levies, according to Treasury data.
The push for rapid courtroom resolution does not mean cash-strapped importers would get their money back anytime soon. While the government routinely refunds excess tariff payments -- more than $6 billion has been returned to importers this year -- the unique circumstances surrounding the president's historic tariffs leave a future repayment process uncertain, according to customs brokers, trade attorneys and business executives.
Available legal mechanisms would allow administration officials to drag out the process while they formulate alternative tariffs that rely on other provisions of U.S. trade law.
As a result, some businesses are not counting on seeing a check from Uncle Sam. Adam Fazackerley of Lay-n-Go, a maker of a patented drawstring play-mat-and-clean-up bag, is paying an extra $75,000 on each shipping container from China and roughly $50,000 extra on goods from Cambodia because of the tariffs.
The business, based in Alexandria, Virginia, has cut back from nine employees to three, including Fazackerley and his wife, Amy. Lay-n-Go, which also makes bags for cosmetics, pets and travel, has been forced to shelve plans to distribute through major retailers such as Costco and downshift to direct-to-consumer sales, Fazackerley said.
With Lay-n-Go's total tariff bill this year measured in "hundreds of thousands of dollars," an eventual refund could help Fazackerley -- who is retaining his tariff claims -- to develop new products and step up advertising.
"I cannot plan my business based on hopes. I operate as if that money, if it comes back to us, that's fine. But we've had so many headwinds as a small business since 2018 that I can't count on what I hope is going to happen," he said.
The president's determination to remake the U.S. economy in a protectionist mold coupled with the federal budget's newfound dependence on tariff revenue raises the stakes of any refunds.
"With tariffs, we are a rich nation; without tariffs, we are a poor nation," the administration told the court in its opening brief, adding that Trump's actions were "plainly lawful."
In a Truth Social post last month, Trump warned that a Supreme Court decision invalidating the emergency tariffs "would literally destroy the United States of America," an assertion that independent observers regard as hyperbole.
During Trump's first term, thousands of importers sued the government challenging the president's imposition of "Section 301" tariffs on Chinese goods. Several specialized investment firms, such as Outpost Capital Partners of Southport, Connecticut, offered to buy importers' refund rights in deals that resemble what is happening now, according to a trade attorney who was not authorized to speak publicly about the matter.
Brian Coppola, the firm's managing partner, declined to comment.
Among the investment firms that have allegedly bid for IEEPA refund claims is Cantor Fitzgerald, Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick's former company. In July, Wired magazine reported that the investment firm, now managed by Lutnick's adult sons, already had purchased one importer's refund rights and was prepared to buy up "several hundred million" dollars worth.
The magazine quoted internal company documents that detailed Cantor's tariff-related offerings.
Danielle Popper, Cantor's vice president for corporate communications, referred The Washington Post to an earlier company statement, which said Cantor was not "taking views in litigation claims including tariffs."
After this story published, Popper emailed to add that "Cantor has not at any time been involved in this business."
A spokesman for the Commerce Department did not respond to a request for comment.
If the Supreme Court rules against Trump, the government is unlikely to automatically issue refunds. Customs and Border Protection could require companies to petition for refunds, or the agency could limit any reimbursement to the handful of companies that are directly involved in the legal challenge, said Tom Gould, a customs broker in Seattle.
It could take a year or more before any money changes hands. While importers estimate their tariff liability when their goods enter the United States, the bill does not become final until Customs "liquidates" the transaction up to 314 days later.
Customs has processed large refunds in the past, though nothing as sizable as what could result from the current Supreme Court case. In 1988, the court invalidated the Harbor Maintenance Tax, saying it was unconstitutional, and ordered more than $1 billion returned to importers.
Any IEEPA refunds will be unusually complicated, said Dan Ujczo, a trade attorney in Columbus, Ohio. In the wake of a high-court loss, administration officials would likely seek to compensate for the invalidated tariffs by imposing new levies using other legal authorities. So rather than go through the refund process, Customs might prefer to give importers "store credit" to cover future charges, Ujczo said.
"The administrative aspects of the refund process would be burdensome on an administration that has to do a heck of a lot right now on international trade and customs anyway," he said. "I just don't see a scenario where he gets a negative ruling on IEEPA, and the administration just says, 'Okay, we'll reset to zero.'"
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Transportation
Family sues American Airlines over deadly crash near National Airport 
The suit by the family of Casey Crafton also names the Federal Aviation Administration and the U.S. Army.

A crane removes airplane wreckage from the Potomac River near Reagan National Airport on Feb. 3. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Lori Aratani | 2025-09-24
The family of one of the people who died in the fatal collision of an American Airlines regional jet and an Army Black Hawk helicopter near Washington is suing the carrier and its subsidiary PSA Airlines, alleging the parties failed to implement policies and procedures that could have prevented the crash.
The first federal lawsuit tied to the crash was filed Wednesday in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia by the family of Casey Crafton, who was among the 64 passengers aboard American Eagle Flight 5342, which collided with an Army Black Hawk helicopter on Jan. 29 near Reagan National Airport. In all, 67 people died in the crash.
"The Defendants knew, or should have known, that [Flight 5342] was transiting one of the busiest airspaces in the United States, and they knew, or should have known, that the airport approaches presented certain safety risks, specifically including the possibility of a mid-air collision," read the complaint. "... The Defendants' collective failures (for which they are jointly and severally liable) caused, and/or contributed, to the mid-air collision complained of herein, resulting in the tragic deaths of 67 individuals, specifically including Plaintiff's decedent, CASEY CRAFTON."
Crafton, 40, was returning home from a business trip to Wichita at the time of the crash.
In a statement, American Airlines said it has a "strong track record of putting safety ... above everything else."
"Aviation safety requires multiple layers of compliance with detailed procedures, restrictions and operational standards across the full range of pilots and air traffic controllers," the carrier added. "Together, these layers have made the U.S. aviation industry the safest in the world. As the recent NTSB investigative hearing showed, Flight 5342 was on a routine approach to DCA when the Army helicopter -- that was above the published helicopter route altitude -- collided with it."
"We continue to support the ongoing NTSB investigation and will defend American and PSA Airlines against any legal action claiming the airline caused or contributed to this accident," the carrier added.
Also named in the suit are the Federal Aviation Administration and the U.S. Army. In February, Robert Clifford, a Chicago-based attorney representing the Crafton family, filed a claim against both government entities, which is a required step before a lawsuit can proceed against the government. At the time, Clifford also sent letters to the manufacturers of the Black Hawk helicopter and American Airlines, directing them to preserve evidence related to the crash.
"Out of respect for the deceased, their families, and the ongoing investigation, it is inappropriate for the Army to comment on litigation," Montrell Russell, an Army spokesman, said in an emailed statement. Russell referred further questions to the Justice Department, which declined to comment.
The FAA did not respond to a request for comment.
The Crafton family is seeking a jury trial; economic and noneconomic damages, including wrongful death and survival claims; coverage of attorneys' fees; and other relief that the court may deem "just and proper."
In an interview with The Washington Post, Crafton's widow, Rachel Crafton, said she decided to move forward with the lawsuit to ensure accountability for what happened to the victims.
"Casey's entire career was in the aviation industry ... and he was very dedicated to bettering himself and the systems he worked within," she said. "His honesty, attention to detail and standard of safety was second to none. Yet, because of systematic failures and reckless disregard for safety, his life, along with 66 others, was taken. Casey was betrayed by this system he trusted -- we all were."
Meanwhile, the National Transportation Safety Board is continuing its investigation into the causes of the collision. Starting at the end of July, it held three days of investigative hearings into the fatal calamity and released thousands of pages of documents, including interviews with frontline air traffic controllers, which showed many had raised concerns about airport traffic for years before the crash.

Casey Crafton with his wife, Rachel Crafton, and their three sons. (Family photo)


In addition to reporting concerns raised by frontline controllers, The Washington Post recently detailed how American Airlines, the dominant carrier at National, designed a schedule that contributed to the frequent crush of traffic at the airport.
In a previous statement to The Post, American Airlines countered that it follows all the FAA's scheduling rules and that it is the agency's responsibility to set an airport's arrival rates. For its part, the FAA has cut hourly arrival rates from 36 to 30 planes since the crash. It also closed the route used by the helicopter the night of the collision and restricted nonessential helicopter flights near National.
A final report on the cause of the collision is expected next year.
Dailey Crafton, Casey Crafton's brother, described him as a bighearted person who cared deeply for his family and his community. Casey Crafton was the technical services manager for Guardian Jet, a Connecticut-based jet broker.
The suit lays out multiple ways in which American Airlines and PSA Airlines, as well as the Army and the FAA, allegedly failed to act on data that outlined the risks of operating in the airspace around National Airport. The controller's decision to direct the regional jet, which was making its final approach into National Airport to land on Runway 33 rather than Runway 1, may have further complicated what was happening on the flight deck in the moments before the collision, the suit says.
The suit also highlights other potential factors in the crash, which NTSB investigators are continuing to probe. They include staffing in the control tower the evening of the crash; arrival rates at the airport; the instruments on the helicopter; and what training pilots of both the regional jet and the helicopter received for operating in the busy airspace around the airport.
"It is a carrier's absolute highest duty to get you from A to B safely -- that's what every American expects," said attorney Brian J. Alexander, a partner at Kreindler & Kreindler, who is also involved in the suit. "We are going to see this all the way through to make sure people are aware of that and make sure all the airlines start to really rise to meet that higher duty of care."
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Eat Voraciously
Spice and smoke turn this grilled chicken into something sensational
Adapted from a recipe from chef Fadi Kattan's cookbook, "Bethlehem," this barbecued chicken features a bold Palestinian spice rub.

Grilled Chicken With Sumac and Black Lime. (Lauren Bulbin/TWP; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-09-25
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
For some people, spices smell like a faraway place. For Palestinian chef Fadi Kattan, they smell like home. As a young child growing up in Bethlehem in the West Bank, Kattan writes in his cookbook, he would accompany his grandmother from her workplace to nearby shops, including a tiny one called Orient Mills. There, since 1936, the Lama family has been sourcing, drying, roasting, grinding and blending spices and coffees for restaurants and home cooks.
"It's magic," Kattan told me, "because you walk in and first you notice the very strong smell of coffee, but then it mixes with the smell of za'atar, cinnamon, allspice, black pepper. Shelves are stacked with jars filled with every spice. There's a small grocery section, maybe one shelf with powdered milk, dry goods. It's not much, but it's everything."
Get the recipe: Grilled Chicken With Sumac and Black Lime
Tawfik Lama is the third-generation proprietor of Orient Mills, and a dear friend of Kattan's. The shop is an almost-daily stop for the chef. "I sit there in the back and have a coffee and smoke a cigarette. The regulars come and go, and everything's being discussed: olive season, politics, what's on sale in the market, the complete annihilation of Gaza ..." Kattan's voice seemed to trail off, and I couldn't tell if there was a break in our phone connection or a break in his voice.
"When the political situation wasn't the way it was now, when people could travel freely, the people of the diaspora, they would come back to Bethlehem and buy their spices from Orient Mills, vacuum pack them and take them back with them," Kattan said, noting that Lama's job is more than just spice master. "He has a social role. Orient Mills, these spices, they are our culinary inheritance. They keep you connected to your people, your home."
Bethlehem, which means "house of meat" in Arabic and "house of bread" in Hebrew, is also home to a restaurant called Qabar. Since 1974, it's been known for its chicken. "The sight of mouthwatering charcoal-grilled barbecued chicken is common in Palestine," Kattan wrote in his cookbook, noting that this dish is just as commonly made at home as it is in restaurants. But, according to Kattan, one restaurant in the city makes the best, and that's Qabar. That version inspired Kattan's own.

The chicken in its spice rub. (Lauren Bulbin/TWP; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


A base of olive oil and lemon juice is thickened with crushed garlic cloves, salt, sumac, dried red pepper flakes, cumin, cinnamon, allspice and dried white or black lime (loumi, also spelled loomi). Rubbing this mixture onto a whole, spatchcocked chicken transforms it into something sensational. There's no need to marinate the meat; the spices infuse their flavor into the chicken as it cooks, either on your grill or in a pan on your stovetop and then in your oven.
The first time I made it, I thought it was a fluke. How could a grilled chicken without a sauce, without a long marinade, without even a dry brine turn so succulent? But I made it five more times, so I can tell you: It's no fluke. Each time I smelled the spices, the garlic caramelizing, the juices running sweet and tart, the smoke rising from the meat, I remembered Kattan telling me about the importance of the smoke.
"Smoke is tricky," he said. "We need the chicken to be a bit charred, but there's a difference between the smoke of a fire, the good-tasting smoke, and the smoke from burning. We're playing with balance, we're leaning on the acidity of sumac, the heat from red pepper, the grounding cumin. Then, the cinnamon and allspice, their warmth and sweetness, a bit like cake, with a fruitiness from the black loumi." Enough lemon juice and olive oil, plus that smoke, is what keeps the dryer, quicker-cooking parts of the chicken moist.
In "Bethlehem," Kattan mentioned dishes he ate when visiting relatives in Gaza. I asked him if he's been in touch with those relatives. "Some," he said, as his voice trailed off again. "Some were lucky to make it out."
I asked him if writing the book was an act of preserving history. "I'm not a historian, I'm not a preserver," Kattan said. "I'm someone who works with living matter. ... Why do we have to justify that we exist?"
Before the Israel-Gaza war, Kattan had a restaurant called Fawda, and ran food tours in Bethlehem. (He still has restaurants in London and Toronto.) "People were coming into the restaurants, asking about Palestine, about Bethlehem. I grew up here, but I realized people had some other image of this place. So I would host these tours, I would take people to Orient Mills, to the market. I was showing them my Bethlehem."
In the midst of so much turmoil, Kattan is writing another cookbook. "I'm cooking, I'm writing recipes," he said. "But there's an ethical question, an uncertainty. I am writing about food, and there are people who have no access to food, right there, 80 kilometers away. People ask, I ask myself, 'Should I go on doing this?'" Kattan said, a resolve building in his voice. "I can't stop cooking."
Get the recipe: Grilled Chicken With Sumac and Black Lime
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My girlfriend's parents disapprove of our queer relationship 
By the time they met, the letter writer's girlfriend had been operating under a "don't ask, don't tell" policy with her immigrant parents for a decade. 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-09-25
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared June 30, 2022.
Dear Sahaj: My girlfriend grew up with very religious, traditional parents. They worried a lot about her becoming Americanized (they are non-White immigrants), and when she came out as a lesbian, it went very badly.
By the time I met her (early 30s), she had been operating under a "don't ask, don't tell" policy for a decade. She still loves them very much and decided that they will "do the right thing if they have the opportunity," which seems to mostly involve her talking to them about me and then getting upset when they shut her down -- or getting excited when they don't react, which she sees as a sign that they're "changing."
She also is upset because she believes I'm judging them, which I am. Honestly, I would be happy to never meet them, and it breaks my heart to see her trying to get their approval when these are the same parents who have been historically and consistently abusive.
It feels like she's just hurting herself over and over, and they live far enough away that encountering them in person isn't a risk. But I am born to WASP parents here in the United States, so I know there's an added complexity of differing cultural experiences, too. How do I talk to her about this and help her?
-- Want to Help my Girlfriend
Want to Help my Girlfriend: You're right that there may be several cultural factors at play. In my work with both children of immigrants and immigrant parents, there's a common theme of protecting the reputation of the family within the community. This can look like hiding something that could be perceived as bad to others (i.e. homophobia is still rampant in immigrant communities), and it can look like pretending everything is okay when it's not.
Another common theme in immigrant families is the expectation of a child to be respectful, obey and be of service to their parents. While not inherently bad, in some cases, it may create a dynamic where children are riddled with guilt and shame, making it that much harder to self-advocate.
Lastly, many immigrant parents fear cultural erasure, especially as their children choose to be in interracial/intercultural relationships. Beyond sexuality, I wonder if race is an issue for her parents?
Right now, your girlfriend experiences your comments about these dynamics as judgmental. This may be a combination of her not being ready to hear them, the way you are communicating, and her feeling triggered by conflict or assertion because of the abuse she has experienced.
She cares for her parents, and I presume she cares for you, but both of these feel at odds. You have made it clear where you stand, but she is still navigating her cognitive dissonance. Instead of contributing to this, what would it look like for you to encourage her agency?
Remember that these family dynamics have been her normal for her whole life. Not only does she not know differently, but there are multiple layers of power dynamics, relational trauma, religious shame, cultural factors, guilt, fear and abuse that she has to face.
You love her, and you want to protect her -- but you also have to take a step back and meet her where she is. While removing people who are the source of pain and trauma might make sense to you, this may be considered countercultural for your girlfriend. And regardless of whether she chooses to have a relationship with her parents, it doesn't change the fact that she will have to heal from everything.
As her partner, you can validate what she is experiencing. You can show her what real love, patience and support look like through your actions. You can nonjudgmentally challenge her conflicting beliefs and statements by reflecting them back to her as facts rather than emotionally charged responses. (For example: "You say your parents may come around, but it's been 10 years, and very little has changed.")
You can affirm her actions of setting boundaries or speaking up about you or her sexuality with her parents, even if those moments feel small to you. You can be there for her as she continues to process all of this. You can point her toward resources -- such as a therapist who specializes in family trauma/abuse, a support group and essays by other LGTBQ folks who share their stories of unsupportive parents. You can communicate how much it pains you to see her getting hurt, by using "I" language instead of "you" or "they" language. You can be more curious about the cultural aspect of what she is experiencing (or find more information online -- hint: Brown Girl Therapy).
Even if you don't agree, and even if it hurts you to watch, she will have to navigate some of this alone. You cannot do the work for her. Love can help remind her of her agency, and it can be healing. But if anything is going to change, she will have to take responsibility for her role in that change.
Until then, you can try to lead with love. You will have to figure out how you can care for yourself, too -- and ultimately, what you can tolerate.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Guest list for team party has expanded
Host of the team party invited friends who weren't in their adult sports league.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-09-25
Dear Miss Manners: I am on a team in an adult sports league. At the end of the season, the team decided to have a party. One of the members volunteered to host it, but then decided to invite other people who aren't associated with the team.
The get-together is no longer a "team" party. Is it proper etiquette for someone who volunteered to host a party for a select group to invite her own additional guests?
No, but before she ruins the party, Miss Manners would like to check that we all know the score.
The team party was never going to be strictly members of the team, any more than non-players were barred from attendance at games. Even at practice, there might have been a coach, a groundskeeper and the guy with the keys to the clubhouse in attendance.
By similar logic, it is not fair to expect the hostess to lock the door to family members, spouses or the high school friend who is staying with her for the weekend.
The issue is whether the focus remains, as promised, on celebrating the team's victories (or consoling their defeats). But she will agree with you that having everyone arrive to learn they are outnumbered is poor sportsmanship.
Dear Miss Manners: I took a friend to lunch. She looked at her watch at least 20 times during the meal. This made me nervous, like we were supposed to hurry up.
I finally realized her watch was displaying her incoming text messages. What should I say next time?
"Is everything okay?"
Dear Miss Manners: I work for a small, family-run restaurant. The owner is from Ukraine. She is fluent in English, but speaks with a notable accent.
I am from the area the restaurant is located in, and I have lived here all of my life. Over the course of a month, I have had about five different patrons ask if I am related to my boss or if I am also from Ukraine "because of my accent."
I do not have one. I know that accents are often hard for the speaker to notice, but I feel like I would be aware if I had developed a Ukrainian accent thick enough to sound like it is my first language.
What exactly should I say when people ask? I'd like to stay silent or move on to the next part of the conversation, but often that's not a viable thing to do in these exchanges.
Restaurant patrons should not be asking such questions, but Miss Manners understands that they do -- and that appearing to be offended or unfriendly can have adverse consequences for both the business and your employment.
The polite response is to say, in a bright, friendly way, "No, I'm from here" -- before moving on to restaurant business. This will not lessen your own annoyance at being asked, but if it ever-so-slightly embarrasses the patron, perhaps you will have saved the next employee from such unwanted attention.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Unemployed husband and his yard projects are both in the weeds
Since the letter writer's husband was laid off, his big ideas and projects have been abandoned for hours of unexplained time.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-09-25
Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi, Carolyn! I am concerned about my husband, and I want to know how to approach it with him. He is a brilliant man, but he's a bit eccentric. He was recently laid off from his job, presumably due to budget cuts. I make enough money to support both of us, so he agreed to be a "house husband" for the foreseeable future.
Really, I saw this as a blessing because his old job has cost him so much stress, and this would give him more time to bond with our daughter.
The problem is that now, he spends all day doing unfinished projects in our backyard! I don't even know what he does out there. First he said he was planting a garden, but when nothing grew, he started talking about dealing with a fungal infection. Then he tried to make a koi pond, which ended up as just a hole filled with water and one sad fish. Most of the time, he just sits on a lawn chair and stares at the yard, which is a total overgrown mess.
Even worse, he has been disappearing for hours at a time. When I asked him about that, he said he was doing "research for the backyard."
I'm at my wits' end. I know my husband is working through his issues, and I'm trying to be patient with him, but I feel like he is just making it so hard.
What do I do? Do I insist he get therapy? Do I patiently wait for him to improve and write off the yard as a lost cause? I would really appreciate an outside perspective on this.
-- T.
T.: I know the baseline truth of all advice is that people have to want help to benefit from it. But your husband sounds like someone having not a yard emergency, but an escalating mental health one. Well, both. Someone who needs help getting help.
You do say he is "working through his issues," but unless you've left something out, I don't find that persuasive. Brilliance, eccentricity, job loss, life paralysis, drift, big ideas left unfinished, plus the fact that you, not he, "saw this as a blessing" all add up to, I suspect, existing neurodivergence (that hasn't been diagnosed?) and now depression, building on that foundation. I am not a mental health professional, and none of this is more than a hunch. It's not an uncommon story, though, for someone who always found work-arounds for a neurodivergent mind to get tripped up by a crisis, unexpectedly and hard.
I cite this with trepidation as reason to seek medical intervention on your husband's behalf. I, too (echoing many), find snap connections between [eccentric behavior here] and neurodivergence problematic. But I'm sending you to his primary care physician, not to the town square for judgment.
So forget the yard (for now) except as the alarm to bigger concerns, and focus on love and care. Make the appointments with him if you must. "Insist" is about as binding as anything on another person (i.e., not), but it does say you won't drop it, which carries weight. So point to the visible record of struggle and, yes, insist.
Dear Carolyn: My daughter-in-law is a prolific user of social media and posts pictures (and full names) of grandkids on a regular basis. I feel it is dangerous to unnecessarily expose 8- and 12-year-olds for many reasons I won't get into here. My son has called her an "over-sharer," but that doesn't slow the postings. How do I get her to tone it down?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: You don't. Not your place, not your call. And I say this as someone who agrees with you. I'm sorry.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Senior siblings try to find ways to talk without conflict
How to keep a sibling reunion from becoming all about the family drama. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-09-25
Dear Eric: My sister, age 86, and I, 84, have two younger brothers, 77 and 74. We have all been invited to share Thanksgiving with one of my brothers and his wife. We siblings are spread out geographically and are not particularly close but not estranged either.
We all agree that "the girls" had a significantly different upbringing than "the boys," with the girls getting the better deal. There are certainly no major factors like physical abuse during our childhood, however, our mother had some psychological problems and showed some anger and paranoia symptoms, which scared us as children and were overt enough that many in our town knew about her. In general, however, we had a typical mid-century, small-town upbringing.
My question is how to get the most out of this reunion without sitting around rehashing old issues/resentments and complaining about our parents, especially our mother. Are there general conversation questions we could throw out at meals, and if rehashing must be done, how can it be productive rather than disruptive? I would like to return home with a warm feeling of sibling closeness instead of nursing new resentments, and I welcome your suggestions.
-- Our Last Reunion
Reunion: I'm so glad you're being proactive about this. So often we think that family bonding just happens, and we get disappointed when that's not the case. But gathering takes planning and it takes intention.
With regard to your conversation questions, think about what you don't know about your siblings, rather than what you do. We often get stuck rehashing common ground because it feels like a shared vocabulary. But we can learn so much more and feel connected in such a different way by leading with curiosity.
What are they proudest of? What's something the family doesn't know about them? What lesson did they take from childhood and how did they apply it in life? What do the siblings appreciate about each other? What are their favorite memories of each other? What qualities of the others do you each wish you had? What never got said?
You might even want to send a question or two out in advance to prime the pump. It'll get your siblings thinking and set a tone for the meal. It could even inspire them to bring questions of their own.
Dear Eric: Lately I have been kind of a jerk to people around me, and although it is kind of a mystery as to why, I know it is something I need to get a handle on. I just don't know how.
For example, a couple weeks ago I stormed over to a neighbor's where a painting company was setting up ladders for a paint job. I complained to them about the noise, since it was before the time that the county daily noise ordinance would end. In retrospect, they weren't that loud. I felt embarrassed afterward for giving them grief. I have no idea why I was ticked off enough to do this.
In another case, I picked up some takeout food last night, and completely unfairly gave the workers a hard time. There's been other times as well, where I'm ticked off and call them out. I don't know why I'm doing this, but I need to get this behavior under control.
I have visions of my late dad, who when he was my age (70), was the same way, and later was diagnosed with Alzheimer's, and his awful behavior was tied to the early stages of this disease. Help! I don't want to be that old crabby guy!
-- Mood Improvement
Mood: This awareness is a gift because it gives you something to work with. If you didn't see the so-called crabbiness as a problem, you might not be compelled to investigate until whatever is going on has progressed.
First, talk to your doctor. Set up an appointment with your primary care physician and relay your concerns. Ask for a referral to a neurologist but also talk with your doctor about other potential causes for the mood changes. Perhaps you're having issues with your blood sugar, perhaps you're experiencing anxiety or depression. I don't know and it would be irresponsible of me to ever try to diagnose, but a medical professional can listen to you, run tests and start looking for answers.
At the same time, reach out to friends and tell them about what you're experiencing and what you fear may be going on. They'll be able to monitor changes in your behavior, as well and help give you information about when these things are happening. Importantly, they'll also be able to support you, socially and emotionally. This is scary and it's hard to navigate changes to our personalities or our demeanors. But you don't have to do it alone.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Obituaries
Marian Burros dies. She exposed food fraud and wrote a hit plum torte recipe.
Ms. Burros, who has died at 92, was a former Washington Post editor and best-selling cookbook author. Her plum torte recipe became a New York Times staple.

Food writer Marian Burros in 1981, the year she left The Washington Post for the New York Times. (Erin Combs/Toronto Star/Getty Images)


By Emily Heil | 2025-09-24
In 1983, New York Times journalist Marian Burros stepped into the role of restaurant critic, a sought-after job that made her one of the nation's highest-profile food writers.
But Ms. Burros, who spent her half-century journalism career focused on skeptical reporting about food nutrition and safety -- often questioning government bureaucrats and food-company executives, as well as helping thrifty home cooks -- hated the brief assignment, according to her friend Clark Wolf, a food and restaurant consultant.
"First of all, she was not really a fan of eating things she didn't want," Wolf said. "And second, she very much respected restaurateurs and chefs and yet was quite clear and critical, so it was hard. And then there was all that waste of food."
Ms. Burros soon returned to her usual journalism, crafting pieces that helped redefine what a newspaper food writer could be -- not just a purveyor of recipes and kitchen guidance, but also a sharp-eyed chronicler of food policy and safety. She also wrote more than a dozen cookbooks, including the bestsellers "Keep It Simple" and "Pure and Simple," that helped home chefs avoid processed foods and put speedy, straightforward meals on the table.
Ms. Burros was 92 when she died Sept. 20 at a hospital in Bethesda, Maryland. The cause was complications from a heart attack that she had suffered days earlier while grocery shopping, said her son, Michael Burros.
Before joining the Times, Ms. Burros was The Washington Post's food editor from 1974 to 1981. She wrote recipes, reported on the culinary tastes of presidents and filed dispatches on the menus of state dinners. She also tackled weightier topics, delving into the intersection of food and politics while displaying a reportorial rigor and skepticism that was rarely seen in food coverage at the time.
In 1974, she wrote about the Food and Drug Administration approving a new artificial sweetener called aspartame, noting how at least one scientist claimed it might be unsafe because of insufficient testing. That same year, she published an article questioning the Agriculture Department's claims that convenience foods, such as canned beef stew, were as cheap as those made from scratch, noting the agency hadn't taken nutrition into account. "Fuller evaluation of their research indicates that such claims are nutritionally askew," she wrote.
Ms. Burros also broke the news in 1977 that some commercial bread manufacturers were using wood pulp in their products, including Fresh Horizons bread, and touting them as high-fiber. Her reporting prompted an investigation by the Federal Trade Commission, which charged Fresh Horizons' manufacturer with false, misleading and deceptive advertising. Under a consent order, advertisements for the bread were required to note that the fiber was derived from "wood" or "pulp of trees."

Ms. Burros wrote more than a dozen popular cookbooks. (Simon & Schuster)



(Simon & Schuster)


Marian Jewel Fox was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, on June 12, 1933. Her father, a doctor, died of a heart ailment when she was 5. Her mother led the local League of Women Voters, became a comptroller and married the co-owner of a grocery store chain.
Ms. Burros enrolled at Wellesley College, where she studied English and wanted to be "only a homemaker," as she later told the New York Times. "I should have known it was never going to happen."
Instead, she and a friend and classmate, Lois Levine, began writing cookbooks, which they printed on a mimeograph machine and sold directly to bookstores and through Wellesley alumni clubs around the country. Their first collaboration, "Elegant But Easy: A Cookbook for Hostesses," was picked up by a publisher in 1962 and was followed by several other books.
Ms. Burros's first marriage, to Alan Levenson, ended in divorce. In 1960, she married Donald Burros, a business executive and sculptor, with whom she settled in the D.C. suburbs. He died in 1991.
In addition to her son, from her first marriage, survivors include a daughter, Ann Burros-Silverstein, from her second marriage; and two granddaughters.
Before joining The Post, Ms. Burros worked as a food columnist for Montgomery County newspapers and as the food editor for the Washington Daily News and the Washington Evening Star. She also won an Emmy Award as a consumer reporter at WRC (Channel 4), Washington's NBC affiliate.
Carole Sugarman, a longtime Washington Post food writer, met Ms. Burros while in college, working as an editorial aide at The Post. She recalled how Ms. Burros shaped her idea of what food coverage could be: revelatory and tough-minded, always looking out for readers. "That kind of coverage of food had not really been done before," Sugarman said. "She really showed how women in food sections could tackle tough and complicated topics."
Sugarman said Ms. Burros was always straightforward with readers, whether in the plain prose she employed in place of industry jargon or in the promises she made in her recipes. Sugarman still has a stained copy of Ms. Burros's 1989 cookbook, "Twenty-Minute Menus: Time-Wise Recipes & Strategic Plans for Freshly Cooked Meals Every Day," which she says actually makes good on its premise. "That was in the era where everybody was coming out with 20-minute or 30-minute menu cookbooks," she said. "A lot of them didn't really take that little time. Hers did."
At the Times, where she went to work in 1981, Ms. Burros continued writing recipes and reporting on consumer food issues. In 1983, she published a recipe for a plum torte, a simple, eight-ingredient dessert that would go on to be one of the paper's most popular recipes. Pulled from her first cookbook, the torte, which came from Ms. Levine, proved so popular that the Times republished it every September until 1989. Assembling "The Essential New York Times Cookbook" in 2010, Amanda Hesser called it the most requested recipe in the paper's archives and hailed it as "a nearly perfect recipe."
Ms. Burros's work on consumer issues also made a mark, particularly her 2005 investigation that revealed many New York City retailers were selling "fresh wild salmon" at high prices when laboratory tests she ordered proved it to be cheaper, farm-raised fish.
Food wasn't just a professional pursuit for Ms. Burros, said cookbook author and food writer Joan Nathan, who considered her a mentor.
Ms. Burros also entertained often, and eclectically, in her Bethesda home. "What I really liked about Marion is she knew how to have fun," Nathan said. "So she would have this group of women friends, a lot of whom were wives of congressmen or senators, and she would have lots of different kinds of parties."
One, she said, involved an offseason tasting of a holiday menu that Ms. Burros was testing for a story. Later, during the coronavirus pandemic, she invited friends over every Sunday to sit on her porch, with guests masked up and eating takeout.
As Ms. Burros told it, she was thrilled by "the romance of food -- the beauty of raw ingredients, a perfectly steamed fish, a perfectly cooked green bean, sitting down with people you love in pleasant surroundings and savoring a meal."
Eating, she added in the Times interview, "is a very sensual experience."
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Food
Taylor Swift inspired this steakhouse cocktail. We re-created it.
We took a crack at making our own version of the Alchemy, a cocktail inspired by Taylor Swift served at Travis Kelce's new steakhouse. 

The Almost Alchemy Cocktail, our take on the Taylor-and-Travis themed drink at 1587 Prime in Kansas City. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Emily Heil | 2025-09-24
I'm resigned to the sad fact that I will probably never get to dine at 1587 Prime, the sexy steakhouse fronted by Kansas City Chiefs stars Patrick Mahomes and Travis Kelce that opened last week.
Odds are slim that I'll be visiting its home city soon, and anyway, the joint looks harder to get into than an Ivy League school -- tables are booked solid. And alas, I have no insider connection with the owners. But my geographical and social distance don't have to prevent me from trying the menu item that most intrigues me (and plenty of online gawkers, too, it seems): a cocktail dubbed "The Alchemy," an ode to Kelce's fiancee, pop star Taylor Swift.
The $22 drink is listed in the "Players" section of the cocktail menu, which features signature drinks named for Kelce and Mahomes as well as their WAGs (the players' wives and girlfriends). It bears the name of a song from Swift's 2024 album, "The Tortured Poets Department," which fans who scrutinize her lyrics like friendship-bracelet-wearing Talmudic scholars have interpreted as a love song to her future husband.
Get the recipe: The Almost Alchemy Cocktail
I decided to channel that same investigative energy toward the new drink. The menu describes it merely as "clarified citrus vodka blend, [Pierre Ferrand] dry curacao, aronia berry, cranberry, strawberry, lime, oolong." It's unclear what form the berries take (juice, syrup, garnish?), and, of course, the proportions aren't listed.
On first read, at least, the drink tracks with what is known about Swift's cocktail preferences. She's been spotted at Chiefs games holding a red-tinged beverage -- on theme, given the team's colors -- with some speculating it was a vodka-cranberry concoction. It also shares a similar light-but-complex, citrus-tinged profile with the French Blonde, a cocktail that she has reportedly enjoyed at another Kansas City restaurant that consists of gin, the French aperitif Lillet Blanc, St-Germain elderflower liqueur and grapefruit juice.
My attempt to get the official word was a no-go. "We're unable to share more details/recipe for The Alchemy at the moment," a flack from the restaurant group Noble 33, which has partnered with Kelce and Mahomes on 1587, told me in response to an email. Now, look what she made me do -- I would have to do my best to re-create it.

Taylor Swift gets a nod on the cocktail menu at the new steakhouse her fiance, Travis Kelce, opened with Kansas City Chiefs teammate Patrick Mahomes. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


First, I gathered up the visual evidence and descriptions I could find online, then enlisted the help of some cocktail experts. Tiffanie Barriere, a drinks consultant and educator, called the concoction a "modern Cosmo," which sounded about right, given that many of the Alchemy's ingredients -- vodka, orange liqueur, cranberry and lime -- are found in the now-classic cocktail.
The vodka presented my first challenge. Did the use of the word "clarified" apply only to the vodka or the entire drink? Barriere thought it pertained to the spirit. "That's most likely vodka infused with a mix of citrus (lemon, lime, maybe grapefruit), and then milk-washed or agar-clarified to make it crystal clear," she said. "It gives brightness without the cloudiness you'd normally get from fresh juice."
Should I try to make my own? Our Spirits columnist M. Carrie Allan said that many bars use a centrifuge to clarify ingredients, and warned that it might not be worth the effort. "Much as I love it, it's a pain to execute at home!" she advised. For a store-bought option, she suggested Absolut Citron. Done.
And then there was the not-so-small matter of procuring the Aronia berry, which also is known as the chokeberry and definitely not something I see in my local grocery stores. My experts told me I'd most likely find it in powdered form, possibly at a health food store or even a tea shop, and that it offers a tannic, slightly astringent note.
I tried a few stores, but eventually decided to skip it. Barriere said cranberry and blueberry juice might lend a similar flavor, so I figured the flavor profile would be accounted for already in both the cranberry and the oolong tea.
I determined that for the fruits mentioned, I should go with juices rather than syrups or muddled fruit itself, based on the images online that showed a pink-tinted liquid free of chunky bits, as well as this description from a local reporter who got an early taste: "It was bright and pleasant and daintily tart, but in a way that dissipated in the mouth rather than lingering as with heavy syrups," she wrote.
I purchased an unsweetened cranberry juice and a slightly sweet strawberry juice, because they were what I could find. If you're trying this at home, the juice you have will probably vary in sweetness. If your final drink is too tart for your liking, mixologist LP O'Brien suggested adding a simple syrup "to balance out the serve." You could, she suggested, make a syrup flavored with the oolong tea, something Barriere said might also give it more body.
I was only able to find a premixed, unsweetened oolong tea at my local Trader Joe's, so I went with that. I shook my ingredients in an ice-filled shaker and poured the mix into a martini glass, adding a fancy coin-style lemon garnish like in the images I had spotted.
I tinkered around with proportions a bit (I used a Cosmo recipe as a jumping-off point) and finally landed on a good balance of tart and sweet, based on the juices I had on hand. The result was refreshing and complex, with the tea adding an earthy backdrop.
I did try -- but immediately jettisoned -- the theatrical trick that 1587 Prime uses for serving the drink, in which a small puff of steel wool is twined around the base of the glass stem, then lit on fire to create a sparkly effect. Instead of adding a magical moment, it just created an unpleasant smell of singed metal and a messy pile of charred shavings. I'll pass, but if you're looking for the authentic experience, go for it.
The homemade concoction might not be the most faithful re-creation, and drinking it in your living room instead of the chic steakhouse where it originated might feel like a consolation prize -- like watching the Eras Tour on streaming instead of at an arena.
But it has its pleasures on its own. I'm typically not a vodka drinker, but I was won over -- as was my husband, who usually finds Cosmos (his mother's favorite drink) insipid. "I think I'd actually order this," he marveled, looking at the pale-pink drink in his hand. To which I might have replied in the words of the cocktail's muse: "Honestly, who are we to fight the alchemy?"
Get the recipe: The Almost Alchemy Cocktail
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Food
Cooking chat: Why does my cast-iron skillet have a dark residue after cleaning it?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-09-24
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Advice
My husband hates tattoos. I want to get more anyway. Hax readers give advice.
How much does it matter that husband is vocal about his contempt for tattoos, if the letter writer loves them?

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post) (The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-09-24
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband hates tattoos. He makes snarky comments like "No tattoos ever age well" and "It's easier to get rid of a marriage than a tattoo." But I very much love the flowery artistic ones. When I turned 50, I told him I really wanted one and was going to get it unless he forbade me from doing so. He grumbled a lot, but he didn't say no.
So, I got a pretty flower on my ear and some birdies on my neck up under my hair where no one can see them unless I go swimming. I absolutely love them. And, I want to get another one on my ankle. No one would be able to see it if I am wearing socks or pants, but I know my husband would find a "bigger" one very off-putting.
Should I care? I know it would make me happy, and it's not like it would be on my face or anywhere he would have to look at it every day. But, I am uncomfortable with the idea of doing something I know he doesn't like. Opinion?
-- Art?
Art?: If this were about hair color or what car you want to drive or the entree you want to order at a restaurant, then would you hesitate to do what you want to do out of fear of your husband's response? If under other circumstances, your husband does not criticize your choices, then tattoos might be something he could grow to like because they are inscribed on the person he loves. Or, at the very least, something he stops criticizing because he knows you like them.
However, if he criticizes your choices regularly, then this is not a healthy relationship but rather one rooted in control. If his criticism of things you enjoy is a pattern, then save your tattoo money for a good divorce lawyer.
-- Tattooed lady
Art?: Ask your husband if he would sit down and discuss the topic with you. Not to convince anyone to change their beliefs but to understand each other better.
Why does he dislike them so much? Did he have a bad experience? Does he just dislike the way they look? Does he have cultural or religious beliefs at play, even subconsciously? Then you share with him why you do like them.
Certainly he cannot control what you do with your body, nor can you control his reactions. But at least you each can put your cards on the table.
-- Cheryl H.
Art?: Let your husband know your plans for your next tattoo and invite him in. Would you let him pick a color or a personal part of him you could include in the design? Or ask him to come with you to get it.
I can understand how, from your husband's perspective, there could be fear of a whole new side of you that doesn't have a place for him or his preferences. That doesn't mean you avoid doing the things you want to do just to assuage his fears, but it does mean you can make room for assurances and kind inclusion where possible.
-- Make Room
Art?: In this time of tattoos everywhere, mine may be a minority opinion. He does not control your body, of course, but neither does he control what he finds attractive. His feelings may soften over time, and the tattoo could become a mild annoyance. Or he could find it revolting and never get over it. You have to decide what risks you want to take.
-- Twig
Art?: I, too, am among the folk who do not think tattoos are attractive. And I would be saddened and even embarrassed if a partner up and wanted visible ink. But your body, your choice.
Surely your partner does things or has habits and hobbies you don't have any interest in and can't get your head around. Perhaps a reminder that you are separate people with separate personalities and affinities is in order, and that's what enriches your marriage, not diminishes it.
-- Ambrose Littleghost
Art?: I'm a bit more surprised to hear that you would offer your husband the opportunity to forbid you to do something than any part of this question of tattoo. The idea of one person being able to unilaterally forbid another person to do something is not a right I have generally associated with a partnership.
Let me play devil's advocate here. You say the tattoos make you happy, but ... you can't actually see them. One is on the back of your neck and the other is on your ear. So, I wonder, what about the tattoos makes you happy? Could it be that the happiness comes from exerting your will over a partner who thinks he has veto power over your autonomy?
-- Forbid That
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/09/24/carolyn-hax-husband-hates-tattoos/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

      Entertainment

      The latest news on entertainments and arts from The Washington Post. Breaking news and in-depth coverage of movies, music, tv, art, theater and video games.


      
        The 36 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
        Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly

        Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month at a street festival, raise a glass at Oktoberfest and wine festivals, or see the entire Constitution.

      

      
        'Ghost of Yotei' sharpens the samurai revenge formula with raw feeling
        Gene Park

        The open-world PlayStation epic excels thanks to a revenge story written with precision and heart, backed by a compelling lead performance.

      

      
        Matthew McConaughey propels an intense action script in 'The Lost Bus'
        Ty Burr

        The latest disaster film from director Paul Greengrass adapts the true tale of a heroic bus driver in a historic fire.

      

      
        'One Battle After Another': Paul Thomas Anderson's timely masterpiece
        Ty Burr

        Leonardo DiCaprio and Sean Penn star in an epic comic work of resilience and resistance.

      

      
        Artists are leaving Spotify to protest CEO's military AI investments
        Ethan Beck

        Several acclaimed indie artists have said they don't want their music funding defense technology. The next step is less clear.

      

      
        What are the greatest D.C. films, books and art? These people would know.
        Ethan Beck, Chris Kelly

        What belongs in the D.C. Canon? GoldLink, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins and more share their picks for the best works of and about the nation's capital.

      

      
        'Golden Bachelor's' ageist comments make for an awkward season premiere
        Roxanne Roberts

        After jock-turned-lawyer Mel Owens stated a preference for women under 60, ABC cast 23 women for Season 2 -- all but one older than 60.

      

      
        Jimmy Kimmel advocates for free speech in return drawing 6.2 million viewers
        Emily Yahr

        ABC said Tuesday night's show scored its best ratings in more than 10 years among a key demographic.

      

      
        Musician says GOP group led effort to heckle her at Kennedy Center
        Janay Kingsberry

        Guitarist Yasmin Williams, a critic of Trump and the center's leadership, said local Log Cabin Republicans organized an effort to harass and intimidate her.

      

      
        Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
        Washington Post staff

        Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

      

      
        Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
        Becky Meloan

        A snapshot of popular books.

      

      
        Amanda Knox wants to make it easier for the next young woman in the news
        Emily Yahr

        Knox teamed up with Monica Lewinsky to produce Hulu's "The Twisted Tale of Amanda Knox." Vilified by the public, they both understand the power in reclaiming your narrative via scripted TV.

      

      
        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The 36 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month at a street festival, raise a glass at Oktoberfest and wine festivals, or see the entire Constitution.

(Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-09-25
Fall festival season is rolling along, whether you want a lively Oktoberfest, a community block party, or a chance to get the spirit of pumpkin season. (Speaking of festivals, we have a special to guide to corn mazes, pumpkin patches and other family-friendly fall happenings.) The Most D.C. Event of the Weekend is a chance to see the entire Constitution, including all 27 amendments and the rare "fifth page" for the first time at the National Archives. They're even extending hours on Saturday and Sunday nights. Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated with Fiesta DC, which takes over Pennsylvania Avenue NW for two days; a family festival at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and National Portrait Gallery; and a day dedicated to the Mexican delicacy huitlacoche. Elsewhere, there are Oktoberfests from Lovettsville to Ellicott City to Capitol Hill, and a good number of wine-focused festivals, too. The Washington Ballet dances at City Center, line dancers groove to country music above Union Market at Hi-Lawn, and African dance groups perform and teach at the annual Celebrate Africa Festival in Bowie.
The entire Constitution at the National Archives Museum
The Rotunda of the National Archives is the permanent home of the documents that are the bedrock of our republic: the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. But one of the most important things about the Constitution is that it is mutable by design: Since the first 10 amendments were ratified in 1791, another 17 amendments have been approved -- and one has been repealed. As part of the celebrations of the 250th birthday of the United States, the Archives has put all of the amendments on display together for the first time, filling two rows of glass cases just feet from the original Bill of Rights.
This is your chance to read some of the most important documents in American history with your own eyes: "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States"; "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex"; "The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed." You can see Abraham Lincoln's wobbly signature on the 13th Amendment, and George Washington's scrawl on the rarely seen "fifth page" of the Constitution, which set out the course for ratification, and is also part of the exhibit.
The amendments are on display through Wednesday, and demand is high. Earlier this week, a line of tourists snaked through the Rotunda, waiting to see the documents up close. To meet demand, the Archives is staying open until 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday evenings. The best way to skip the line is to reserve timed entry passes through recreation.gov, though this isn't required. Open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily through Wednesday, and until 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Free; $1 fee for reservations through recreation.gov.
Old Town Cocktail Week
More than 40 Alexandria restaurants are mixing up a special drink just for Old Town Cocktail Week, a celebration of the city's bar scene. In addition to all those cocktails, the week, copresented by Alexandria speakeasy Captain Gregory's, has dinners, classes and parties in the works. Josephine's spirit director Nick Farrell is teaching a seminar on crafting the perfect martini on Sept. 27, and Hotel AKA is planning a four-course cocktail pairing menu on Oct. 6. Tickets are now available for the Art League's party at Hotel Heron on Sept. 25, which asks Alexandria mixologists and chefs to create a drink and appetizer pairing inspired by local artists' work and invites attendees to vote for their favorites. Through Oct. 5. Free.
DC Fashion Week
Hungry for more -- or more local -- looks after New York Fashion Week? Couture returns to the District this week with events celebrating area designers. The event  kicks off with a networking party at Saint Yves, followed by two showcases: one Saturday for emerging designers, and one Sunday for international couture collections. Both are at the National Housing Center at 6 p.m. Through Sunday. Free to $164.
Washington Ballet preview performance at CityCenterDC
Watch the Washington Ballet preview its 2025-26 season at CityCenterDC in a mini-showcase that can help you figure out which full show to see this year. Make sure to arrive early -- seating starts 30 minutes before the show and is first-come, first-served. Refreshments are available from Seven Reasons on the patio during the shows. Friday at 5 p.m.; Saturday at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Free.
Umbrella Photo Fair at Gallery Space
More than 30 photographers from around the DMV showcase their art -- capturing moments from punk shows, picnics and politics -- at the Chinatown arts center. Friday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday from noon to 10 p.m. Free.
Lovettsville Oktoberfest
The decades-old Lovettsville Oktoberfest celebrations take over the Loudoun Valley town, with enormous beer tents and traditional music and dancing on the town green, but also wiener dog races, a 5K and children's fun run, stein hauling and hoisting competitions, and a Kinderfest with hands-on activities. (Friday through Sunday. lovettsvilleoktoberfest.com. Free.)
Frederick's Oktoberfest at the Frederick County Fairgrounds
Local rotary clubs sponsor the two-day Frederick's Oktoberfest at the Frederick County Fairgrounds. Friday evening is 21-and-older only, with live music, dancing, brats and both German and local Oktoberfest beers. The party spreads on Saturday with music on indoor and outdoor stages and a kids' zone with live entertainment. Admission is free for those wearing authentic German outfits. Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. $10-$24. Saturday only: $6 for ages 3 to 12, Free for ages 2 and younger.
Fiesta DC
The two-day Hispanic cultural celebration has come a long way since its inception in the '70s on the narrow street of the Mount Pleasant neighborhood. This year, the party features a long musical lineup that includes Mexican singer Ana Barbara; the "Miss Fiesta" beauty pageant; a parade of nations; colorful outfits and traditional costumes; and heaps of fried street food from every corner of Latin America (keep in mind: last year, the festival broke the Guinness World Record for largest pupusa). The parade runs 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday down Constitution Avenue NW. Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Fotos y Recuerdos Festival at the National Portrait Gallery
This bilingual party (with a name that translates to "Photos and Memories Festival"), hosted in the Kogod Courtyard, includes art making, dancing, museum tours, story times, book signings and more. The event is family-friendly, with activities available just for little ones. Registration is encouraged. 11:30 a.m. Free.
Kingman Island Friends and Family Day
Kingman and Heritage Islands, situated in the Anacostia River just northeast of RFK Stadium, feel far removed from the bustle of D.C., home to wildflower meadows, tidal wetlands and forest, and home to more than 100 species of wildlife. These very special places are celebrated during Kingman Island's Friends and Family Day, which features a full-range of hands-on activities, including boat tours, bird walks, guided nature exploration, fishing, crafting, all-ages yoga and live music. Bring a picnic if you wish, or purchase food from J & J's Mex-Taqueria or Maracas Ice Pops. Before the event begins, there's a family bike caravan, sponsored by Hill Family Biking, that involves riding from Stanton Park to Kingman Island together in a big group. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bike ride begins at 10:30 a.m. Free; Reservation requested but not required.
Rock Creek Park Day (Part 2)
The second half of Rock Creek Park's 135th birthday party is centered around the Nature Center and Peirce Mill. Take a guided 4.5-mile hike celebrating Rock Creek's wild side, or go on a shorter 1-mile hike for beginning birders. Watch films about the sky in the Planetarium (including one with Big Bird and Elmo), and ask questions of scientists and astronomers. Learn about D.C.'s punk rock history, customize your jacket with handmade pins, or pick up a zine before catching two performances by D.C. punk band Truth or Dare. Head down to Peirce Mill for an alfresco performance by blues singer Carly Harvey, which runs from 4 to 7 p.m. On Sunday, "Paws and Punk: The Ultimate Doggie Rock Party" arrives at the Nature Center, with booths offering pet treats and health tips for your canine friend, punk-themed history tables and photo ops (costumes optional), and adoptable friends from the Homeward Trails Animal Rescue. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Rock Creek Park Nature Center and Planetarium, and 4 to 7 p.m. at Peirce Mill. Sunday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Tickets for planetarium shows distributed 30 minutes before each show begins; see the website for a schedule.
Oktoberfest at the Roost
Beers from both sides of the Atlantic are celebrated at the Roost's afternoon party, in case you want to taste Hofstetten's Original Hochzeitsbier or Ayinger Oktober Fest-Maerzen alongside offerings from Trillium, Evil Twin or Bluejacket. The Alpine Players provide traditional oompah tunes as you taste your way through 10 beers, snack on pork knuckle or weisswurst, and participate in stein-holding and costume contests. (Kids are more than welcome to participate, too.) Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at Zinnia
The expansive garden at Zinnia is a lovely place to celebrate Oktoberfest, with beers from Baltimore's Nepenthe and Union, D.C.'s Atlas and Silver Spring's own Silver Branch served in a commemorative stein, plus stein-holding competitions and live music. German food -- brats, pretzels with beer cheese, etc. -- is for sale for an additional fee. A nice touch: Nondrinkers and those under 21 enter free. 1 to 4 p.m. $48.70.
Rocktobierfest at Rockville Town Center
Thousands of attendees are expected at the annual Rocktobierfest in Rockville Town Center, which features two stages of entertainment -- one for traditional German music and dancing, and one for local rock and Latin bands. Sip beer and spirits from 10 local breweries and producers and browse a market of local artists and vendors. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at Lost Barrel
Middleburg's Lost Barrel has invited friends to help celebrate Oktoberfest at its spacious brewery, and tickets to the party include seven samples of beers from Bear Chase, Chilly Hollow, Eavesdrop and other Virginia breweries. (Additional pours are $5 each.) Entertainment comes from live music and DJs, while a pop-up vendor village mixes jewelry, candles and make-your-own flower bouquets. Leashed dogs are welcome. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $41.64-$64.17.
Corn Fest at Manor Hill Brewing
Manor Hill Brewing grows non-GMO corn on 14 acres of its Ellicott City farm, and uses that corn in all its beers, including the 14 Acres Corn Lager. That easy-drinking favorite makes its annual return during Manor Hill's Corn Fest, which features two stages of live music (one is all bluegrass), and food trucks offering kettle corn and corn-themed snacks. Bring lawn games, tents and kids, but mind the rules -- this is, as Corn Fest reminds us, a working farm. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Wine-toberfest at St. Anselm
Maybe you have celiac disease, or maybe you just prefer a chilled riesling to a festbier. Either way, it's tough at this time of year, when every other festival is focused on German or German-style lagers. Not this one, though: During Wine-toberfest, St. Anselm turns its patio into a festival with communal tables, snacks like Wiener schnitzel and pretzels, and more than 25 German wines to taste, including  rieslings and  rare grapes. Wine experts are on hand to explain what you're sipping. Noon to 5 p.m. $82.50.
Unwine Festival at Patuxent River Park
Taste offerings from local wineries, breweries and cider makers while grooving to R&B and go-go tunes at the Unwine Festival in Upper Marlboro. Tickets include samples and a concert including singer Kevin Ross, the Chuck Brown Band and Black Alley, plus DJ Dirty Rico and WPGC-FM's Nori Nori. Other highlights include a market with more than 20 vendors. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $35.
Beer and Wine Festival at Water Park at National Landing
Lost Rhino, Solace, Bunnyman and Honor Brewing are among the Virginia breweries pouring at Water Park's annual festival. (We haven't been given the names of any participating wineries, but will update this list if we get them.) Beyond drinks, which cost $5 each, the day includes live music, DJs, lawn games, face painting and food trucks. Admission is free, but if you RSVP on Eventbrite, your first drink ticket is free. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Aslin Beer 10th Anniversary Party at Aslin Alexandria
The Arlington beer brand is celebrating its decennial with a big announcement: the third-largest brewer in Virginia is merging with New York's Torch & Crown Brewing. Don't panic -- neither brand is disappearing. But the merger will operate under the name Driven Collective and be distributed by New York's Torch Distributing, opening pathways for Aslin into more bars and restaurants, DC Beer reported. In the meantime, the brewery, which began as a nanobrewery in Herndon, is celebrating how far it's come. Saturday's celebration brings live music, stand-up comedy, food trucks and "more Aslin beer than ever before in history," including four new celebratory brews. 3 p.m. $13.
Clarendon Day
Roads around the Clarendon Metro Station -- including multiple blocks of North Highland Street, and Wilson and Clarendon boulevards -- are closed to make room for a giant block party, including live music from Justin Trawick, Pebble to Pearl, and Collective, as well as a kids' zone with craft activities, glitter tattoos and inflatable slides and obstacle courses. Word of warning, though, for those outside the neighborhood: Metro is closed between Foggy Bottom and Court House this weekend, with shuttles replacing trains. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Mosaic District Fall Festival
The centerpiece of Mosaic's seasonal gathering is a vast market with 90 vintage dealers, makers and crafters selling their wares. Fill up (or recharge) with 50 vendors at Freshfarm's Farmers Market selling produce, baked goods, cheese and prepared food. Bring the kids to paint pumpkins or hear their favorite songs performed by singing princesses, while adults stroll with wine or cocktails and groove to jazz and funk bands. Free shuttles run from Dunn Loring Metro every 20 minutes. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Arlington Visual Art Studio Tour
Explore works by more than three dozen local artists during the Arlington Visual Art Studio Tour, the county's annual weekend-long open house. Both group studios and individual workshops welcome  the public to view and purchase glass, ceramics, sculpture and paintings, among other mediums. Leading arts institutions, including the Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington and Arlington Arts' Gallery 3700, are open during the tour. As a general rule, artists and studios in the western half of Arlington are participating Saturday, while studios and artists on the east side are open Sunday. See the interactive map on the tour's website for directions and previews of what's at each location. Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Boot and Scoot at Hi-Lawn
Hi-Lawn's annual, country-themed Boot 'n' Scoot party has been extended by three hours this year, so you can two-step all afternoon and evening and into the night. Look for live music, including local singer Melissa Quinn Fox and classic-country cover band Human Country Jukebox, and DJs from 2 to 7 p.m. There will also be trick-roping lessons, a "corral" with vendors and boot branding, and Texas-style barbecue. The DC Stampede takes over at 7:30 p.m. for line dancing lessons, followed by a night of country anthems. 2 to 11 p.m. $18.86.
Fall Festival at Temple Hall Farm
Temple Hall Farm is owned by NOVA Parks, the Northern Virginia regional parks system, and is open year-round. Its annual fall festival, though, serves as a fundraiser for "animal care and facility maintenance" as well as apprenticeship programs. One bonus: Unlike many farm festivals in the area, the $15 admission fee -- $12 on weekdays -- includes  a pumpkin and a bundle of pick-your-own sunflowers. Let the kids run and play on giant slides and jumping pillows; meet pigs, goats, alpacas and other farm animals; or visit the kid-sized playhouses. Hayrides run to the pumpkin patch and around the farm, and pumpkin cannons fire small pumpkins at targets. Adults can check out food trucks and beers from Leesburg's Barnhouse Brewery. Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Nov. 2. $12-$15; Free for ages 2 and younger.
Fall Festival at Old Maryland Farm
Kids and adults can wander the Old Maryland Farm, inside Watkins Park in Kettering, to meet barnyard animals, browse a marketplace stocked with items from local makers and farmers, and  find a pumpkin. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
DC Coffee Festival at Dock 5
It makes sense that the DC Coffee Festival gets started fairly early in the morning -- as early as 9 a.m. for VIPs. Sessions are already selling out for this very caffeinated event at Union Market's Dock 5 space, which spans four sessions over a September weekend. Attendees can try unlimited coffee samples from more than 30 roasters and cafes in the Washington area, and food will be available for purchase. Live music completes the coffeehouse feel. Note: Festival organizers discourage kids from attending, due to all the burning-hot liquids around every corner. 9 to 10 a.m. for VIP admission, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. for general admission, with all-day passes available. $30.85- $71.73.
Celebrate Africa Festival at Fairwood Community Park
The eighth annual Celebrate Africa Festival at Bowie's Fairwood Community Park embraces cultures from across the diaspora. Ethiopian funk and jazz group Feedel Band and Nigerian-Canadian Afropop and R&B singer TolumiDE are featured, along with performances by KanKouran West African Dance Company and Coyaba Dance Theater. Children can experience a puppet theater, make a djembe drum, learn African dances, or hear African folk tales from a storyteller. Locally made and African goods are sold in the vendor market, while food trucks include Ghanaian dishes from Kuks Tribute Cuisine and Ethiopian meals from Mulu Fest. Lawn chairs, picnic blankets and pop-up tents are welcome. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
Huitlafest at Edgewood Community Farm
Huitlacoche, a silver and black fungus that grows on fresh corn, has been revered in Mexican culture since the Aztecs, although it's a harder sell in America, where farmers have referred to it as "corn smut." But this new festival at Edgewood Community Farm -- billed as "D.C.'s first huitlacoche festival" -- hopes to introduce it to a wider audience. The day features cooking demos, tastings and a "make your own mushroom grow bag" station, alongside farm tours, outdoor yoga classes, make-your-own flower bouquets, soundbaths and live music, as well as crafting activities and face painting for all ages. Visitors are also invited to pick fresh produce and herbs. Even if you're not a fan of this fungus (yet), there's a lot to do. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Wheaton Arts Parade at Marian Fryer Town Plaza
Marching bands, dance troupes, high school cheer and poms teams, floats, decorated strollers and literal works of art take to the streets of Wheaton as part of the annual Wheaton Arts Parade, which is centered on the Marian Fryer Town Plaza. The parade begins at 10 a.m. at the intersection of Grandview and Ennalls avenues, and lasts approximately 90 minutes. Beginning at noon, three stages are busy all day, with performances by dance schools, bands and other entertainment. Watch murals being made, and wander through tents to see artists from Montgomery County and across the area show (and sell)  original works, or take the kids to get their faces painted or make their own art. There's food from local restaurants and a beer garden with Olney's Lone Oak Brewery. See the website for a full schedule of happenings. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
'Lights Up' at the Wharf
DC Theatre Week began on Sept. 18, and hopefully you've managed to enjoy a play or two for as low as $25. But there are activities taking place outside theaters, too, as part of the festival. A group of Washington actors -- veterans of local productions like "In the Heights," "Ragtime" and "Sailing: Yacht Rock" -- treat you to their favorite musical theater numbers as part of "Lights Up," a free afternoon cabaret outdoors on the Wharf's Transit pier. 3 p.m. Free.
Laura Stevenson at Black Cat
Laura Stevenson has long had a talent for taking the full, messy range of self-conscious personhood and smashing it into 45-minutes or so of clear-eyed indie rock. She's done it for the better part of two decades on seven solo albums. And before that, she did it as a member of her native Long Island's ska and punk rock scene. On her new album, she tackles a taboo subject: divorce, and all the grief and joy that accompanies it. 7:30. $20 in advance; $25 day of show.
Elvis Costello at Warner Theatre
Elvis Costello produced "Rum Sodomy & the Lash," attempting to capture the "dilapidated glory" of the band before another producer could mess up the magic. That was toward the end of his first run with the Attractions, a prolific period Costello will revisit on his "Radio Soul" tour. This could be the last time to hear Costello and the Imposters play the old favorites culled from the run bookended by "My Aim Is True" and "Blood & Chocolate." 8 p.m. $82-$476.
Vintage Game Night at Woodrow Wilson House
Those looking to escape the 2020s might consider a trip to the 1920s. Dress in period attire, play a board game from the early 20th century and, if you want to learn about Prohibition, tack on a one-hour tour of the wine cellar for $20. The tour starts at 5 p.m. A ticket includes snacks and two drinks. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $20.
Tiger Fork Mid-Autumn Night Market at Hi-Lawn
Hong Kong-inspired Blagden Alley hotspot Tiger Fork begot this semiannual Hong Kong-inspired night market at sister bar Hi-Lawn, the rooftop above Union Market. The street food and sweet snacks come from at least 14 restaurants, with Love, Makoto; Kayu by Hiraya; the Sister House; and Dan Dan Boy among those scheduled to participate alongside Tiger Fork. Sip drinks at the baijiu and sake bar while watching lion dances and karate demonstrations, or browsing stalls with clothing and jewelry. Be aware that the cover charge is an admission fee, and does not include any food or drinks. Wednesday and Thursday from 5 to 11 p.m. $7.56.
Lost City Books Fall Salon at the Line Hotel
The Adams Morgan bookstore's quarterly reading series returns to the Carina room of the nearby Line Hotel. This edition features four authors reading selections of their work: Nicole Chung ("A Living Remedy"), Issam Zineh ("Unceded Land"), Fargo Nissim Tbakhi ("Terror Counter") and Erin Cecilia Thomas ("I Watched You From the Ocean Floor"). 7 p.m. Free.
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Video Games
'Ghost of Yotei' sharpens the samurai revenge formula with raw feeling
The open-world PlayStation epic excels thanks to a revenge story written with precision and heart, backed by a compelling lead performance.

"Ghost of Yotei" follows a familiar revenge plot but is wrapped in perfected open-world gameplay and with driving, emotional beats. (Sony PlayStation)


By Gene Park | 2025-09-25
Revenge is a well-worn concept that's retold through the ages because it makes tantalizing promises of justice wrapped in ruin. It's classic drama, and so is "Ghost of Yotei."
Sucker Punch Productions has staked the PlayStation 5's headlining title for 2025 on an old storytelling genre, transforming its hit 2020 game "Ghost of Tsushima" into the foundation for an anthology-style samurai open-world action series. Where "Tsushima" stumbled tying a story about lost honor to the invasion of Mongolian armies, "Yotei" tells a simpler, and better, tale by focusing on consistent, charismatic character writing.
"Ghost of Yotei" plays like a page-turner. Every story beat drives the protagonist Atsu -- and the player -- forward, anchored by Erika Ishii's fierce performance as a snarling, vengeful mercenary. Her family is slaughtered in front of her by a lord named Saito and his five generals, left to die at her burning home. She returns to her home island of Ezo -- now Hokkaido -- honed in the art of war, with only a sword, a horse and a belt bearing six names that she hopes to strike through in their blood.
Atsu's characterization and Ishii's performance elevate this game above its predecessor and most open-world action games with a similar premise, including the entertaining but clumsily written "Assassin's Creed Shadows" this year. Atsu pursues her vengeance with unwavering clarity, a rare trait when morality is endlessly debated in other games, including its sibling PlayStation series The Last of Us.
Jin Sakai, the ghost of Tsushima, often lingered in indecision, his story slowed by cliched debates over honor that drained the narrative of momentum. Sakai wrestled with the mask of a monstrous ghost, but Atsu wears the myth as naturally as her own skin. Ishii's performance embodies it with terrifying conviction.

"Ghost of Yotei" doesn't transcend the open-world action genre, but its prequel was already among the best. Sucker Punch Productions only improved a near-perfect formula. (Sony PlayStation)


In gameplay, she is a luxuriously animated tornado of blades, wielding two swords to slash across a 17th-century Japan, rendered here in painterly scenes of scarlet leaves, golden fields and flocks of birds moving like brushstrokes across a sky of vivid blue. When her "ghost" stance unleashes special abilities, she looms like a beast with arms spread over her cowering enemies, terrifying and unstoppable.
The writing in "Tsushima" sang when it came to its samurai-tale side stories. In "Yotei," the main plot is the highlight, but the side quests felt so important and consequential that I would often forget they weren't essential.
"Yotei" may use common storytelling devices, but it wields them to great effect. Flashbacks woven through the 40-hour journey keep Atsu's pain immediate and fresh, acquainting us with her family and stoking the player's desire for revenge. Though video game tropes -- such as a villain escaping at the last moment to extend play -- can frustrate initially, they often pay off with thrilling conclusions.
The strongest criticism I can level at "Yotei" is that it isn't dramatically different from "Tsushima's" game style and open-world formula, which I already considered one of the best in the genre. Adhering closely to genre conventions, it leans on walk-and-talk scenes and horseback journeys with companions to build character and fill space. The writing, once again, saves all of this from feeling laborious, but I wish it dared a bit more to push the genre further.
Shop vendors and blacksmiths exist to serve a practical purpose, yet as recurring named characters they magically flit across the island to meet Atsu at every rest stop. It's a game-world contrivance that works, building a comforting familiarity that draws the player deeper into the rhythms of Atsu's journey. It crafts a world she learns to feel alive in, guided by faces and names she meets again and again.
New features spice up this sequel. "Kurosawa mode" returns as an homage to the legendary director, but it still misses the mark: A stylish black-and-white filter with lighting effects can't replicate the deliberate choices Akira Kurosawa made in his scenes. The Takashi Miike homage mode splashes battles with mud and blood, creating a striking, if occasionally silly, visual that spreads mud into impossible places.
Much more successful is the mode for animator Shinichiro Watanabe, director of TV classics like "Cowboy Bebop" and "Samurai Champloo." It honors the lo-fi hip-hop stylings of Nujabes, the late DJ Jun Seba, with new tracks directed by Watanabe that replace and remix the already memorable score by Toma Otowa. Watanabe's tracks only deepened my appreciation for Otowa's melodies, turning even familiar open-world tasks into small pleasures -- whether slicing through bamboo in a "Simon Says"-style minigame or painting brushstrokes with the PS5's seldom-used, yet delightfully responsive, touch pad.
Director Nate Fox and the Sucker Punch team don't transcend the open-world genre, they just mastered it. With writing that hits every note with precision and heart, "Yotei" understands how, throughout history, stories about ghosts hold us in their sway. Like Atsu, and like "Yotei" itself, a ghost lingers, refusing to let go as it draws us into the darkness.
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Movies
Matthew McConaughey propels an intense action script in 'The Lost Bus'
The latest disaster film from director Paul Greengrass adapts the true tale of a heroic bus driver in a historic fire.

America Ferrera and Matthew McConaughey in "The Lost Bus." (Apple TV+)


By Ty Burr | 2025-09-25
"The Lost Bus" is a story of real-life heroism that plays like a runaway tour through a burning house. Based on events that took place during the 2018 Camp Fire -- the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California history -- the movie is effective human drama but is more successful as a visceral, digitally enhanced theme park ride. If you are at all interested, I advise you to see the movie in theaters before it reroutes on Oct. 3 to Apple TV+, where it will feel like a bonfire as opposed to the big-screen inferno it deserves to be experienced as.
Matthew McConaughey has one of his grittier, more taciturn roles as Kevin McKay, a down-on-his-luck school bus driver in Paradise, a small town about 90 miles north of Sacramento. Divorced and supporting a disabled mother (Kay McCabe McConaughey, the star's actual mom) and a sullenly angry teenage son (Levi McConaughey, his real-life son), Kevin's well aware that the world sees him as a loser, and McConaughey conveys the desperation of a decent, hapless man trying to hold his life together against tall odds. Screenwriter Brad Ingelsby, adapting one narrative strand from Lizzie Johnson's 2021 book "Paradise: One Town's Struggle to Survive an American Wildfire," isn't shy about portraying the hardships of this country's underclass. (Johnson, who covered the Camp Fire for the San Francisco Chronicle, is now a Washington Post reporter.)
Director Paul Greengrass has made a specialty of dramatizing crises of recent history in "United 93" (2006), "Captain Phillips" (2013) and "22 July" (2018) -- he also has three Jason Bourne movies under his belt -- and he's an established expert at delivering the larger picture while zooming in to focus on individual dramas. "The Lost Bus" regularly pulls back from Kevin to track the Camp Fire from its first spark via a faulty Pacific Gas & Electric transmission tower on the morning of Nov. 8 and its rapid spread under high winds to threaten and then engulf the community of Concow and the town of Paradise.
Yul Vazquez ("Severance") plays Cal Fire Battalion Chief Ray Martinez, a composite character, and Kate Wharton is his second-in-command; as is his wont, Greengrass builds suspense from the spectacle of groups of professionals coping with a situation spinning out of control. The sequences set in Paradise are studies in process under pressure as schools are evacuated, the roads quickly become jammed, and local heroes like Kevin's boss, school bus dispatcher Ruby Bishop (Ashlie Atkinson), move heaven and earth to ferry their charges to safety as a wall of wildfire bears down on them.

Director Paul Greengrass presents a vision of hell on earth that feels close enough to singe a viewer's hair. (Apple TV+)


Within this larger picture, the long, nail-biting saga of Kevin's bus ride becomes more and more prominent. Rerouting at the last minute to pick up a group of schoolchildren and their teacher, Mary Ludwig (America Ferrera), Kevin barrels down back roads, past stalled traffic and mazes of first-responder vehicles and -- as the blaze kettles the vehicle toward a climactic run -- through a vision of hell on earth that feels close enough to singe a viewer's hair.
Except for one scared little boy (Nathan Gariety) up front, the children are largely a bunch of undifferentiated screamers. By contrast, McConaughey and Ferrera make the relationship between the driver and the teacher, thrown together in a terrifying ordeal but coming to respect each other's professionalism and humanity, exceptionally moving. But even these two skilled performers ultimately take a back seat to the overwhelming ferocity of the visual effects, which end up feeling like the film's reason for being.
At its best, "The Lost Bus" offers a testament to people's courage, solo or in groups, when faced with nature's deadly chaos (albeit a chaos intensified by human-caused climate change). At its worst, it reduces the biggest fire-related calamity in recent memory -- 85 deaths, about $16 billion in damage and an area five times the size of San Francisco burned to the ground -- to an effective but impersonal disaster movie.
R. At area theaters Friday; available Oct. 3 on Apple TV+. Contains adult language. 129 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
'One Battle After Another': Paul Thomas Anderson's timely masterpiece
Leonardo DiCaprio and Sean Penn star in an epic comic work of resilience and resistance.

Leonardo DiCaprio stars in Paul Thomas Anderson's "One Battle After Another." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


By Ty Burr | 2025-09-25
Some movies come along at exactly the moment they're needed. In the opening minutes of "One Battle After Another," Paul Thomas Anderson's epic marvel of serious entertainment, a strike team of radical activists descends on a border detainment facility by night. They corral the soldiers on duty into a cage at gunpoint, cut the chains holding the gates closed and herd more than 100 men, women and children into a waiting truck to be whisked off to a sanctuary city. The most ferocious member of the crew is a striking Black woman; her White boyfriend is the demolitions expert charged with setting off diversionary explosions. "Snap, crackle, pop, baby," she tells him by way of getting the show started.
Whether or not you agree with the tactics of French 75 -- the revolutionaries have named themselves after a cocktail named after a World War I field gun -- it's bracing to see an overt act of resistance at this particular juncture in American history. And Anderson is just getting going. "One Battle After Another" isn't really a political film, but neither is it not a political film. It just carries its concerns within the framework of a hellacious action movie, a sidesplitting character comedy, a riveting suspense thriller and various other genres the director makes up as he goes along, replete with a hapless hero, a warrior princess and the damnedest villain the movies have seen in a very long time.
That ferocious activist is named Perfidia Beverly Hills (Teyana Taylor), and she's high on sticking it to the Man; her boyfriend, Pat (Leonardo DiCaprio), is comparatively mild-mannered, if equally committed to the cause. During the strike on the border facility, Perfidia comes up against the officer in charge, Steven J. Lockjaw, who will become Pat's archnemesis and who is played by Sean Penn in one of that changeling actor's most outrageous performances. "One Battle After Another" is a crowded and busy canvas of a movie, but Pat and Lockjaw become its stoner yin and ramrod yang, tussling over a third character who doesn't even show up until a third of the way in.
That would be Charlene (Chase Infiniti), Perfidia and Pat's daughter, raised by Pat for most of the 16 years since members of French 75 were jailed, killed or co-opted, and after Perfidia went AWOL. She wasn't the mothering type, anyway.
In DiCaprio's generously funny portrayal, Pat has proved to be a conscientious father and caregiver, despite a growing reliance on weed, booze and repeated viewings of Gillo Pontecorvo's "The Battle of Algiers." Charlene -- renamed "Willa" in their new life, just as Pat has become "Bob" -- is a badass-in-waiting of truth, beauty and grace. Infiniti, who played a major character in Apple TV+'s "Presumed Innocent," arrives in this movie with the kind of star charisma that immediately holds the screen and that comes naturally or not at all.

Teyana Taylor as Perfidia and Sean Penn as Steven J. Lockjaw. (Warner Bros. Pictures)



Chase Infiniti, left, as Willa Ferguson and Regina Hall as Deandra in "One Battle After Another." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


"One Battle After Another" kicks into second gear when Lockjaw -- now a colonel and in charge of rounding up the citizens that a character high up in the U.S. government calls "dangerous lunatics, haters and punk trash" -- decides to tie off that loose end from years before. Playing a man who is surely the antithesis of everything the actor believes in, Penn has a blast, moving through scenes with a bandy-legged strut and a gleefully hypocritical lust when it comes to relationships between the races. One of the many wild detours in this dystopian diorama of a movie is the existence of the Christmas Adventurers Club, a shadowy organization for rich old men intent on keeping America as racially pure as Santa Claus himself.
Anderson wrote the screenplay for "One Battle After Another" apparently after steeping for years in Thomas Pynchon's 1990 novel "Vineland," and while the movie has only a tangential relationship to the book, it shares Pynchon's sideways humor, deep paranoia, love of bananas character names and a sense that America is a comic strip forever on the verge of becoming a nightmare. "Battle" carves itself up into set pieces delivered with the imagination, flair and filmmaking chops that make Anderson ("There Will Be Blood," "Phantom Thread") one of our most gifted and idiosyncratic visionaries. (If you want to say "best," be my guest.)
The movie's central panel is Lockjaw's assault on the fictional sanctuary city of Baktan Cross, a bravura sequence that sees soldiers in the streets, protesters on the roofs, the innocent in hiding and Pat separated from his daughter while desperately trying to get his fried brain to remember the passwords that would enable him to reach his old friends in the revolutionary underground. If that last development gets overplayed into tedious farce -- backed by Jonny Greenwood's eclectic score, so gorgeous in other scenes and so intentionally irritating here -- the Baktan Cross scenes are rescued by an exuberant Benicio Del Toro as Sergio St. Carlos, Willa's karate instructor and a man with an escape plan for every contingency.
Other characters crisscrossing the screen include Regina Hall as the most tenderhearted of the surviving French 75 crew; Tony Goldwyn as a pleasantly evil government functionary named Virgil Throckmorton; Kevin Tighe, almost touching as a sweetly senile racist; Eric Schweig as a bounty hunter with a moral compass; and April Grace as the Mother Superior of a desert convent called the Sisters of the Brave Beaver. At times, "One Battle After Another" feels like an R. Crumb comic that's burst into vibrant, uncontainable life.
Yet Anderson is enough of a storyteller to end the film with a tremendous high-speed chase scene, the camera diving down and roller-coasting up a ribbon of desert highway on its way to a settling of scores that, among other things, marks a young woman's coming of age. He's enough of a nostalgist to indulge himself in precision needle drops (Steely Dan's "Dirty Work," Tom Petty's "American Girl" and of course Gil Scott-Heron's "The Revolution Will Not Be Televised").
And he's enough of an optimist to suggest that a fresh generation is ready, willing and more than able to pick up the gauntlet of resistance laid down by elders who have grown weak and weary of the fight. That's the real drama of this movie -- that the fight's just beginning, and also that it never ended. That this is what it takes to truly be free in America and what it has taken for all of our 250 years: one battle after another. Snap, crackle, pop, baby.
R. At area theaters. Contains pervasive language, violence, sexual content and drug use. 161 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Arts & Entertainment
Artists are leaving Spotify to protest CEO's military AI investments
Several acclaimed indie artists have said they don't want their music funding defense technology. The next step is less clear.

The experimental rock group Xiu Xiu was one of a handful to leave Spotify over the streaming service co-founder's investments in Helsing. (Eva Luisa Hoppe) 


By Ethan Beck | 2025-09-25
When German defense technology company Helsing announced its continued expansion this year, there was one investor that turned some heads: Daniel Ek. The Spotify co-founder and CEO led a round of funding that totaled $693.6 million through his venture capital firm, Prima Materia.
"Helsing is uniquely positioned with its AI leadership to deliver these critical capabilities in all-domain defense innovation," said Ek, who is also Helsing's chairman, in a June statement. "By doubling down on our investment, Prima Materia reaffirms its commitment to empowering Europe's technological sovereignty -- an ambition Helsing perfectly embodies."
A wave of outrage from independent musicians followed the announcement, and several have left Spotify in the months since. The first was indie rock group Deerhoof, which explained its rationale for removing its music from the platform in a detailed statement. "We don't want our music killing people," said the statement. "We don't want our success being tied to AI battle tech."
Others soon followed. Experimental rock group Xiu Xiu, the jam psych-rock band King Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard and Hotline TNT, a buzzy shoegaze band, all took their music off Spotify over the summer. Other acts such as post-rockers Godspeed You! Black Emperor and acclaimed psych-pop act Cindy Lee took their music down without sharing statements.
British trip-hop group Massive Attack is the most recent act to join the protest, and the first from a major label to do so. The band also joined more than 400 artists -- including Faye Webster, Japanese Breakfast and MJ Lenderman -- who announced last week that they are trying to geo-block their music from all streaming services in Israel as part of the "No Music for Genocide" campaign.
"In the separate case of Spotify, the economic burden that has long been placed on artists is now compounded by a moral & ethical burden, where hard-earned money of fans & the creative endeavors of musicians ultimately funds lethal, dystopian technologies," Massive Attack's statement reads. "Enough is enough. Another way is possible."
Prima Materia was founded in 2020 by Ek and early Spotify investor Shakil Khan. They announced the company's investment in Helsing, which at the time focused on constructing real-time maps of battlefields for European democracies using artificial intelligence, the following year. Some smaller musicians removed their music from Spotify after that 2021 announcement.

Daniel Ek, Spotify co-founder and chief executive officer, at the Allen & Co. Media and Technology Conference in Idaho in July. (David Paul Morris/Getty Images) 


When Deerhoof drummer Greg Saunier first heard about Ek's company's investment in defense technology, he was curious about how the music community would react.
"We were just waiting, [wondering] who's going to make the first move," Saunier said. "Are listeners going to start boycotting this platform or is some high-profile musician going to start the ball rolling to strike from this platform? Neither happened in any big way."
But after Helsing announced its expansion into building drones, aircraft and submarines in June, and Prima Materia followed with its biggest round of fundraising yet, Deerhoof made the decision to take the band's music off of Spotify. "We realized that we could probably still eat if we just dumped it," Saunier said.
He didn't expect anyone else to follow, but they did. Throughout the summer, bands began removing their discographies from Spotify, including Xiu Xiu, King Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard -- who asked "Can we put pressure on these Dr. Evil tech bros to do better?" in an Instagram post -- and then in August, Hotline TNT.

Deerhoof was one of the first acts to take their music off of Spotify this summer. (Satoru Eguchi) 


For many of these acts, the decision carries a small but real economic impact. "Even the amount that we do make from them -- despite the fact that it's entirely highway robbery -- we'll feel it, definitely," said Jamie Stewart, Xiu Xiu's frontperson. "I'm not going to become a houseless person or not be able to buy groceries, but it's a noticeable percentage of the money that we make."
This isn't the first time Spotify has been the subject of protest by musicians. In 2014, Taylor Swift removed her music from the service, citing the economic model of streaming in a Wall Street Journal op-ed. Three years ago, Neil Young and Joni Mitchell took their music down because of the streaming giant's deal with Joe Rogan. Swift, Young and Mitchell all eventually returned to the service.
University of Texas at Austin professor Eric Drott, author of "Streaming Music, Streaming Capital," thinks that this time might be different. He cites a general dissatisfaction among independent musicians over Spotify's payout rate, which Drott said is influenced by the major record labels' ownership stake in the streaming service. Nonmajor labels represented 34.2 percent of the total recorded music market in 2023, according to a MIDiA report, which Drott believes will give them some leverage after this wave of Spotify defectors.
If artists "don't want [their] music being something that then leads people to subscribe to this platform, which then helps Daniel Ek pay for his investments in military tech, that's a trade-off that more and more artists are willing to make," Drott said.
Most of the artists who removed their music readily admit that they don't expect Ek to stop investing in Helsing through Prima Materia. But many of them consider the investment the last straw for Spotify, which has been regularly criticized for the amount it pays artists.
For its part, Spotify rejects the criticism over its royalty model. "Spotify will continue to be the place where artists can find an audience and build a career, and independent artists like these are earning more from our platform than any other streaming service," a spokesperson for Spotify said in a statement. "In 2024, independent artists generated approximately half of the record $10 billion Spotify paid out to rights holders."

The buzzy shoegaze group Hotline TNT has taken its music off  Spotify. (Charlie Bross) 


Labels that have dealt with Spotify-skeptical artists have, for the most part, been supportive. As an up-and-coming band, Hotline TNT discussed the decision with Third Man Records. "A lot of artists and labels are struggling with this decision at the moment, and it's important to discuss it thoroughly with them as well as your label team," said Ben Swank, co-founder of Third Man. "Ultimately Third Man is going to land on supporting our artists' decisions, because it's their art."
It's unclear whether the trickle of artists leaving Spotify will continue. There hasn't been a coordinated campaign to get artists to leave Spotify, and many of those who have left the platform aren't sure what comes next. But Hotline TNT vocalist and guitarist Will Anderson thinks the effort could snowball.
"I think they should be scared, and I hope they are," Anderson said. "I can tell you that I don't think there's anything Spotify could do that would make me come back to the platform unless they did a transparent 180 on pretty much every single aspect of their company."
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Style
What are the greatest D.C. films, books and art? These people would know.
What belongs in the D.C. Canon? GoldLink, Branden Jacobs-Jenkins and more share their picks for the best works of and about the nation's capital. 

(Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Ethan Beck, Chris Kelly | 2025-09-25
We know our D.C. favorites. But we're not the last word on Washington's greatest creations. To accompany the D.C. Canon -- The Washington Post's list of the 101 greatest D.C. movies, books, artworks, music and more -- we got in touch with several of the living artists whose work we picked to ask what they would include in the list. Their choices were fascinating. "We don't have a ton of art like L.A., New York, London, but the art we do have is so impactful," rapper GoldLink said. "It changed the world."
We spoke to seven film and TV makers, musicians and playwrights, including this year's Pulitzer Prize winner for drama and the creators of "Murphy Brown" and "House of Cards." These interviews have been edited for length and clarity. Here's what they picked.
Chosen by Beau Willimon, creator of "House of Cards."

Beau Willimon, creator of "House of Cards," in New York in 2017. (Nicholas Hunt/Getty Images)


"I just remember seeing [Hal Ashby's movie] 'Being There' for the first time when I was a teenager, and I didn't have a clue what I had just seen. I couldn't -- I didn't -- understand it. ... It was like the first time I ever saw a Coen brothers movie, which I think the first one I ever saw was 'Barton Fink.' I just had this sort of wonderfully exasperated feeling of, 'What was that? I must understand that.' This glorious, hilarious, weird and even, in ways, touching character study -- of this complete alien presence who is wandering through the streets of D.C. and finds himself sort of at the locus of power -- just seems to offer something new every time you watch it. It's evergreen, in my opinion."
Available to rent or purchase.
Chosen by Mark Robinson, member of Unrest and founder of TeenBeat Records.

Mark Robinson of the indie rock band Unrest. (Mark Robinson)


"He's a guy who created all these album covers of a fictional artist, which was him. There was no actual music, but he had made all these record covers of him and his band. He had already been discovered by the time I heard of him. There's a book on him, and he's been exhibited in art museums. It just reminded me mostly of what I would do when I was a kid. I actually did write songs, but I was making, like, these album covers and band names for bands that did not exist, very similar to what Mike was doing. ... They do look like record covers, you know? But then the one on the [book's] cover is a picture of him running, chasing like a bird. There's definitely this kind of off-kilter thing going on, and then there's fake catalogue numbers and fake record companies. I still have a bunch of tapes that I've done where I would just make up these record labels and make up logos for them."
The book "Mingering Mike" by Dori Hadar is available for purchase secondhand.
Chosen by Diane English, creator of "Murphy Brown."

Diane English, creator of "Murphy Brown." (Cliff Lipson/CBS)


"When I first saw her in the White House, I thought, 'She's so strong, and she seems to not be intimidated at all by the people who are asking her questions.' I loved her answers, and I loved the way that she handled herself. But she wasn't somebody I watched constantly. I just was aware of who she was. And then when she went on to MSNBC, I thought, 'Gee, I don't know,' and I was a big MSNBC watcher. ... I watched her, and I thought, 'Wow, she's made the transition well.' And then she just got good. They gave her her own show and put her into prime time. I tend to watch her every night that I'm home. She's got some humor about her, too. She picks a topic or several topics, and she really goes in-depth. I just think she's very special."
On MSNBC Tuesday through Friday at 9 p.m.
Chosen by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, playwright of "The Comeuppance," "Purpose" and more.

Playwright Branden Jacobs-Jenkins at the Hayes Theater in New York. (Elias Williams/For The Washington Post)


"It was the first time I ever encountered someone setting things in my city, a place I knew intimately. It just opened up a new level of my understanding what literature is. He said he was like initially inspired by James Joyce's 'Dubliners,' which was a collection of stories that also was trying to capture something about the spirit of its home city. It was just wild to be invited to imagine these kind of dramas unfolding in locations that I could pretty quite easily visualize. He really captured an era of Washington and Washingtonians that actually has, somehow, as all things, faded away a bit.
I read it with a lot of nostalgia, a lot of interest, and I just admire so much like him doing that thing that Arthur Miller talked about, understanding the tragedy as a form could be used to look at the life of the common man, so to speak. It's also his combination of not just him choosing this kind of soil that I knew very well, but his language and his sense of craft was just so elevating. I just never encountered anything like it. I think a lot of people hadn't at the time. He's still kind of considered, with only [a few] books, one of the most incredible writers alive."
Available for purchase.
Chosen by GoldLink, rapper of "Crew" and several albums and mixtapes.

Rapper and singer GoldLink in Los Angeles in 2019. (Virisa Yong/BFA/Shutterstock)


"I thought they were sick as f---. To me, they're a perfect introduction to D.C., period. Just Fugazi in general. I have this theory that everybody born in D.C. are aliens. I think, when flying saucers went over the capital, they just dropped a couple of us off. I just feel like the 'Fugazi' EP -- that's it. When I listen to it, I hear Kurt Cobain, I hear the template. They were straightedge. That was weird then. Really intelligent punk music."
Available to stream or purchase.
Chosen by Jeff Krulik, co-director of "Heavy Metal Parking Lot."

Jeff Krulik, co-director of "Heavy Metal Parking Lot," in 2003. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


"That bar was someplace that I went to when I was young and coming of age; it's where I saw a nude dancer for the first time. Seeing that triptych painting against the wall, it's something you just normally wouldn't have encountered in such a tremendous scale, rendered like an old Dutch master with every character telling a story. It's such an epic documentation of an average strip club. Fred's very prolific, but it's considered his masterpiece. ... You almost can't believe what you're seeing."
Most recently on view at the American University Museum at the Katzen Arts Center. It is currently in the custody of Fred and Rose Folsom.
Chosen by Andre "Whiteboy" Johnson, lead guitarist of Rare Essence.

Andre Johnson, lead guitarist of Rare Essence. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


"The music is special to me because this is all I've ever done, all that I've ever wanted to do. I'm actually living my dream because I wanted to perform in a band. We had no idea we would be this popular. We had no idea that we would be around all of these decades. ... Not only for us, but for all of the bands around here, especially the earlier bands. For me to be able to get to know personally the godfather Chuck Brown, I just hold that so incredibly close to my heart. He actually treated me like a son, calling me son. He would call me on days -- I didn't want to call him all the time, because I felt like I might be bugging him. He would call me: 'Son, I haven't talked to you in about three or four weeks. What you doing? Where you at?' Just like your father would do. That is what makes this music really special for me. I'll just hold all those moments dear to my heart."
Go-go? Just roll down your windows.
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TV
'Golden Bachelor's' ageist comments make for an awkward season premiere
After jock-turned-lawyer Mel Owens stated a preference for women under 60, ABC cast 23 women for Season 2 -- all but one older than 60.

Golden Bachelor Mel Owens made ageist comments on a podcast in June. (John Fleenor/Disney)


By Roxanne Roberts | 2025-09-25
Mel, Mel, Mel. What were you thinking?
The second season of the "Golden Bachelor" debuted Wednesday night starring Mel Owens, 66, as the hunky senior looking for the next love of his life. By now, the reality show's formula is well-known: The Bachelor is presented with a lineup of eligible single women, falls madly in love and proposes to one lucky lady in the finale.
The golden twist is that these women are all age-appropriate -- baby boomers born around the same time as Owens. But a few weeks after the former NFL linebacker was announced as the Season 2 star this spring, he said the quiet part out loud.
"They asked me, 'What's your preferences?' So, I just said 45 to 60, just being honest," Owens said on the University of Michigan's "In the Trenches" podcast in June. "And then the process went, and I was selected, right? And then we had lunch with the executive producer. I said, 'You know, if they're 60 or over, I'm cutting them.'"
The divorced father of two added that they had to be "fit, because I stay in shape, should work out and stuff. And I told them, you know, try to stay away from the artificial hips and the wigs, you know, that kind of stuff, right." Spoken like a man who has never dated a woman older than 60, but we digress.
Mel, honey, did you not get the memo? Or watch the show? "The Golden Bachelor" is predicated on the idea that senior women can be loving, sensual, vibrant partners worthy of romance, good sex and marriage. Everyone knows that successful older men can date women a decade or two younger, but this show stubbornly insists that guys like Mel should and will fall for someone his own age. (Worth noting: Owens's ex-wife is 47.)
As one might imagine, his little truth bomb created a firestorm, especially in Bachelor Nation, an army of mostly women who believe in romance and happy-ever-after despite a depressing amount of evidence to the contrary. Instead of dumping him and recasting the lead, ABC pulled the foot out of his mouth and assured Owens that the contestants would all be "hot" -- then cast 23 women, all but one older than 60.

Seventy-one-year-old contestant Diane, left, and Owens; all but one of the 23 women in Season 2 are over 60 years old. (John Fleenor/Disney)


Owens has apologized, explaining that he didn't know about the ages of the women on the show (while repeating he would like a woman who was 45 to 60). But, he told Glamour magazine last month, he apologized to the contestants during the first night, saying his remarks were "unfair, insensitive" and wanted them to give him a second chance.
The producers, no fools, opened the premiere by tackling the controversy at the very start: "I hope these women don't judge me on what they heard, but they probably do," Owens said. Cut to contestants getting ready for the show: "I was offended," one said. "If he's really looking for somebody in a younger age category, what am I even doing wasting my time?" another asked. Good question!
Which set up a very weird dynamic: The contestants berated Owens for insulting older women while also desperately trying to prove they were fit, sexy, athletic and not old.
"What the puck was that interview about?" asked hockey player Diane, 71.
"I'm here to break all your stereotypes about women over 60," said Carla, 62. "People that are 60 are having sex, they are having orgasms, they're doing some things."
And 71-year-old Terri arrived with a puppet, which told Owens: "I bet you weren't expecting all these women over 60 who look so hot, right?" Then the puppet slapped him: "That was for all women over 60, because he's never been exposed to women like us."
After all the contestants arrived, Owens apologized in person and told them: "Age is just really a number. And spirit has no age."
For the record, the women range from 58 to 77 years old and are confident, sassy and optimistic -- not just good sports but aggressively game for any nonsense the show throws their way. Because this is reality television, they are also slim, stylish and just wrinkled enough not to look unnaturally nipped and tucked -- just like the first season's contestants.

Contestant Maia, left, with Owens, who told the women: "Age is just really a number. And spirit has no age." (John Fleenor/Disney)


Season 1, which aired two years ago, was a roller coaster. The spectacle of women -- widowed, divorced, never married -- who were portrayed as romantic partners instead of mothers, grandmothers and caretakers was unusual, especially on a popular network show. The Golden Bachelor, Gerry Turner, was a widower still mourning his late wife but ready for another shot at happiness. Awww.
It was fun until it wasn't. Turner proposed to Theresa Nist after a whirlwind on-camera romance. The prudent move would have been to enjoy a long engagement and get to know each other away from the spotlight. Instead, they married a few weeks after the finale -- broadcast live on ABC -- and announced they were divorcing four months later. Turns out Turner wasn't quite the hopeless romantic he played on TV.
As rainbows follow a storm, "The Golden Bachelorette" followed "The Golden Bachelor." Last year's installment featured Joan Vassos, who dropped out of Turner's season for family reasons. Vassos accepted a proposal from contestant Chock Chapple. (They recently said they're happy but in no hurry to marry.) It was sweet, but somehow the stakes were lower: All the men who were eliminated could lick their wounds and then date women their own age. Or younger. Say 45 to 60?
Which brings us back to Owens, the former football jock turned lawyer. The two-hour premiere included the classic limo arrivals, where each contestant attempted to stand out from the pack. Cheryl, a 66-year-old retiree, landed the first one-on-one date, including a "Pretty Woman" makeover with ball gowns and diamonds. "I think every woman wants to be a princess and live a fairy tale," she said with tears in her eyes, sounding less like a grown-up and more like an 8-year-old. There was a limbo moment, an awkward cheerleading competition and a pool party with skimpy swimsuits -- survival of the fittest in every sense of the word.
"I didn't think it would be this good -- and it's that good," said Owens, who later told the contestants: "The woman of my dreams could be right here."
Will he find true love? Will a woman over 60 flip his script? Will Bachelor Nation forgive and forget? And who will speak for those single 45-year-olds too old for "The Bachelor" but too young for this season of "The Golden Bachelor"?
Can you teach an old dog new tricks? Depends on the dog.
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Arts & Entertainment
Jimmy Kimmel advocates for free speech in return drawing 6.2 million viewers
ABC said Tuesday night's show scored its best ratings in more than 10 years among a key demographic.

Jimmy Kimmel on the set of his late-night show "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" earlier this year. (Randy Holmes/AP)


By Emily Yahr | 2025-09-25
After one of the more eventful weeks of his career, Jimmy Kimmel returned to late-night TV on Tuesday to a huge standing ovation from his studio audience, as he talked about the controversy that saw his show temporarily removed from ABC's airwaves after comments he made about the killing of right-wing influencer Charlie Kirk.
During a 20-minute monologue on "Jimmy Kimmel Live!," Kimmel thanked many people for their support over the past six days -- and delivered a passionate call for free speech. He said he was moved to see people on both sides of the aisle criticize what appeared to be the head of a government agency suggesting that he would attempt to shut down or censor the show of a comedian he didn't like.
"This show is not important: What is important is that we get to live in a country that allows us to have a show like this," Kimmel said to much applause from the crowd. He added that free speech was something he was "embarrassed" to say he took for granted, "until they pulled my friend Stephen [Colbert] off the air, and tried to coerce the affiliates who run our show in the cities that you live in to take my show off the air. That's not legal, that's not American. That is un-American, and it is so dangerous."

Jimmy Kimmel returned to ABC on Sept. 23 with an emotional monologue after a nearly weeklong suspension.


Last Wednesday, Disney-owned ABC pulled Kimmel's show after conservative backlash to comments he made in his Sept. 15 monologue: "We had some new lows over the weekend with the MAGA gang desperately trying to characterize this kid who murdered Charlie Kirk as anything other than one of them and doing everything they can to score political points from it," Kimmel had said.
Afterward, Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr went on a podcast and called the remarks "some of the sickest conduct possible," and suggested that Disney's broadcast licenses could be in jeopardy. TV station owners Nexstar and Sinclair -- which own a combined total of about 70 ABC affiliate stations -- said they were dropping Kimmel's show. Both companies said this week they will continue not to broadcast the show, keeping it off channels in cities including Washington.
On Tuesday, Kimmel grew emotional as he emphasized that he never intended to make light of Kirk's death, and noted that on the day Kirk was killed, he posted a message on Instagram sending love to Kirk's family and asking for compassion. While some interpreted Kimmel's initial comments as saying the suspect in Kirk's shooting was part of the MAGA movement, Kimmel said he never intended to blame "any specific group" for the actions of "a deeply disturbed individual."
"That was really the opposite of the point I was trying to make, but I understand that to some, that felt ill-timed or unclear or maybe both. And for those who think I did point a finger, I get why you're upset. If the situation was reversed, there's a good chance I would have felt the same way," Kimmel said, getting choked up again. "I have many friends and family members on the other side who I love and remain close to, even though we don't agree on politics at all."
"I don't think the murderer who shot Charlie Kirk represents anyone," he added. "This was a sick person who believed violence was a solution. And it isn't. Ever."
On Wednesday evening, ABC announced that 6.26 million viewers tuned in for Kimmel's return, even with "significant preemptions" across 23 percent of U.S. households with TVs, the network said in a news release. It was also Kimmel's highest-rated regularly scheduled show in more than 10 years in the coveted 18- to 49-year-old demographic. ("Jimmy Kimmel Live!" was averaging about 1.7 million total viewers a night in the second quarter of this year, according to Nielsen via late-night TV tracker LateNighter.) The monologue has been viewed nearly 16 million times on YouTube.
During his monologue, Kimmel went on to say that he was grateful that he has worked for Walt Disney Co. for the past 23 years but that he was not happy when it took his show off the air. (In a statement Monday, Disney said that it took that action because the company wanted to "avoid further inflaming a tense situation at an emotional moment for our country" and that Kimmel's remarks were "ill timed and thus insensitive.") But he said he talked it out with the executives, and he appreciated them giving him freedom to say what he wants -- though he joked that they insisted he read instructions on-air about how to resubscribe to Disney+, given how many people recently canceled their subscriptions in protest.
Andrew Kolvet, spokesman for Kirk's conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, called Kimmel an "unrepentant liar" on social media after the monologue. "Yes, Jimmy got emotional. So what. He's emotional for himself because he almost torched his entire career," Kolvet wrote Wednesday. " ... It's critical that liars admit they lied. There can be no restoration without that. Anything short of that is a fake and scripted cry line designed to endear him to his fans, not to make right the wrong he committed."
Kimmel saved his most blistering commentary for Carr and President Donald Trump. He quoted more of Carr's statements from the podcast, and noted that even Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who is not a Kimmel fan, said Carr sounded like a "mafioso." (Kimmel: "I don't think I've ever said this before, but Ted Cruz is right.")
"Telling an American company 'We can do this the easy way or the hard way' or that 'These companies can find ways to change conduct and take action on Kimmel, or there's going to be additional work for the FCC ahead,' in addition to being a direct violation of the First Amendment, is not a particularly intelligent threat to make in public," Kimmel said. "Brendan Carr is the most embarrassing car Republicans have embraced since this one, and that's saying something." (A picture of a red, white and blue Cybertruck with "Trump" painted on it in gold popped up on the screen.)
He then showed footage of Trump talking about how if we don't have free speech, we don't have a free country -- and then contrasted it with Trump trashing Kimmel, saying he has no talent and no ratings.
"Well, I do tonight," Kimmel said to huge applause from his audience. "You almost have to feel sorry for him. He did his best to cancel me. Instead, he forced millions of people to watch the show. That backfired bigly. He might have to release the Epstein files to distract us from this now."
Just before Kimmel went on air Tuesday, Trump posted a message to Truth Social. "I can't believe ABC Fake News gave Jimmy Kimmel his job back. The White House was told by ABC that his Show was cancelled! Something happened between then and now because his audience is GONE, and his 'talent' was never there," he wrote. "He is yet another arm of the [Democratic National Committee] and, to the best of my knowledge, that would be a major Illegal Campaign Contribution. I think we're going to test ABC out on this. Let's see how we do. Last time I went after them, they gave me $16 Million Dollars. This one sounds even more lucrative."
Kimmel turned serious as he said he knows that restoring his show puts Disney at risk. He pointed out that Trump has been very vocal about being pleased that Colbert's "Late Show" will be canceled by CBS next year (which the network said was a purely financial decision, though many wondered if it had to do with the parent company's merger that needed FCC approval), and that he has called on NBC to end Seth Meyers and Jimmy Fallon's shows.
"Our leader celebrates Americans losing their livelihoods because he can't take a joke," Kimmel said. " ... And I hope that if that happens, or if there's even any hint of that happening, you will be 10 times as loud as you were this week."
In his own monologue Tuesday, Colbert joked that his TV audience "might just be my wife, Evie, because everybody else is probably watching ABC because tonight, Jimmy Kimmel returned to the airwaves."
Fallon played a similar gag as he opened "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon." "If you're tuning in to see what I'll say about my suspension the last couple days, again, you're watching the wrong Jimmy," he said.
Kimmel also warned his audience to pay attention to how Trump's administration is targeting journalists, pointing to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth saying he will require reporters to sign a pledge that they won't report anything that isn't explicitly authorized for release. "I know that's not as interesting as muzzling a comedian, but it's so important to have a free press, and it is nuts that we aren't paying more attention to it," Kimmel said.
The host wrapped up his monologue by saying that he hoped the silver lining of this controversy was that it brought people from the left, right and center together to speak up for the First Amendment. "We found one thing we can agree on, and maybe we'll find another one," he said. Kimmel became emotional again as he said he was touched by the speech that Kirk's widow, Erika Kirk, delivered at his memorial on Sunday, in which she said she forgave the man who shot her husband.
"That is an example we should follow. If you believe in the teachings of Jesus, as I do, there it was. ... A selfless act of grace, forgiveness from a grieving widow," Kimmel said. "And if there's anything we should take from this tragedy to carry forward, I hope it can be that and not this."
Samantha Chery contributed to this report.
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Music
Musician says GOP group led effort to heckle her at Kennedy Center
Guitarist Yasmin Williams, a critic of Trump and the center's leadership, said local Log Cabin Republicans organized an effort to harass and intimidate her.

Musician Yasmin Williams, seen during a 2021 performance in Maryland, has become a critic of the Kennedy Center while still performing there. (Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


By Janay Kingsberry | 2025-09-24
Yasmin Williams, a musician who has criticized the Kennedy Center's new leadership installed under President Donald Trump, said she was heckled by his supporters during a free performance there last week in what she believes was a coordinated effort by a Republican organization to harass and intimidate her.
At the start of her show at the center's Millennium Stage on Thursday, the guitarist addressed her decision to perform at the venue, saying that she wanted to support the staffers who still remained there but not the board members that Trump instated in February or the center's president, Richard Grenell.
"I do not support the new board at all, I don't support anyone affiliated with them, I don't support anyone affiliated with the Trump administration at all -- especially you Ric Grenell," Williams said to some applause and boos. "I am not a fan of yours at all."
The heckling, she said, came from Trump supporters and members of the local chapter of Log Cabin Republicans, a nonprofit organization that represents LGBTQ conservatives and allies. In an email from the group Williams posted to Instagram, the organization encouraged its members to attend her show ahead of their monthly meeting that day on the center's rooftop terrace.
"The artist, liberal guitarist Yasmin Williams, will be giving a free performance prior to the meeting," wrote Andrew Minik, president of the Log Cabin Republicans of D.C. "She is apparently vocal opponent of President Trump and The Kennedy Center's decision to hold a vigil for Charlie Kirk. Let's make sure the audience is filled with patriots!"
The email also said that a limited number of drink tickets would be available for an "open bar" ahead of Williams's performance, encouraging members to "arrive early for the performance to take advantage!"
The brief boos, which can be heard in a live-streamed video posted by the center, were the only disruption of the performance, Williams said, and the hecklers left after about 15 minutes into the show. Williams said she saw a few MAGA hats in the audience. Moments before taking the stage, she added, a Kennedy Center staffer told her she would need to be escorted out of the venue through a "secret exit" by security.
Unusually, a member of Grenell's office had reserved 50 passes for the show, according to a staffer who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal and an internal report of the event reviewed by The Washington Post. The report noted "special guests of Executive Staff" were heard booing and, in a second disruption not audible on the live stream, "loudly and confrontationally" interrupting a break between songs.
Details of the reservations from Grenell's office were reported Tuesday by Washingtonian.
In the days that followed her show, Williams said she learned more about the incident, which prompted her to share the experience on social media.
"I felt compelled to do it because I thought people should be aware because if it happened to me, it could happen to anyone," she said. "But also it was super stressful because the next two days after the show I was just getting more and more details about what exactly happened from various people, and it became clear to me it was definitely a calculated, targeted thing."
Williams said she learned about the email that Minik sent to Log Cabin members after it had been forwarded to a publicist at her record label and Williams's manager, who sent it to her Friday.
The Republican group was not originally scheduled to meet at the Kennedy Center but announced the change in venue on Instagram two days before the event. Minik did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
"This is an absolutely ridiculous claim," Kennedy Center spokesperson Roma Daravi said in an email Tuesday, denying that there were security concerns. "There was no coordinated effort by the Kennedy Center. Grenell had no involvement. We did not even know they were coming."
Daravi said Log Cabin visited the restaurant and paid the space's operator for their drinks, adding, "They did not heckle and frankly it is defamation of character for her to say that -- she however bashed Grenell and the Center from the Kennedy Center stage. Republicans are patrons too and they are welcome at the Kennedy Center just like anyone else."
When asked about the center's internal report, Daravi said "everyone is welcome at the Kennedy Center" and pointed again to Williams's criticism of Trump and Grenell.
Williams said she did not publicly criticize the vigil for Kirk, which was held at the center on Sept. 14. "The only thing I did was I shared their post about the vigil happening in my [Instagram] Story," Williams said. "I just shared it. I didn't say anything, so I'm not sure where that [accusation] came from."
She added she has not heard from any parties involved. "That was kind of the most stressful part of it, was not exactly knowing their intent," Williams continued. "Getting people drunk and telling them to go to a show seems like malintent -- but I don't think I'm going to get an explanation from them anytime soon."
Williams has become one of the center's more prominent critics who still engages with its programming. She ended her set Thursday with another message of support for the center's workers, fired staff and unionization efforts, adding a "huge F you" to Grenell and Trump.
Earlier this year, she made headlines for publicly sharing a tense correspondence with Grenell.
In an email to him in April, Williams expressed her concerns about the center's rollback on diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) initiatives, citing the cancellations of a Gay Men's Chorus of Washington concert and "Finn," a coming-of-age children's musical about a young shark on a journey of self-discovery. (National Symphony Orchestra and Kennedy Center officials have said the decisions to end those performances came before the center's change of leadership in February.)
She also noted the other artists who canceled their shows there in protest.
Grenell responded with a string of messages, accusing Williams of "vapidness" and saying that the Kennedy Center didn't cancel any shows, though he added "I cut the DEI bulls---."
"Every single person who canceled a show did so because they couldn't be in the presence of Republicans," Grenell wrote in messages Williams posted on Instagram. "We didn't fire a single show. We don't cancel a single show ... Read more. Don't swallow what the media tells you. Don't be gullible."
In another email, Grenell wrote: "Yes, I cut the DEI bulls--- because we can't afford to pay people for fringe and niche programming that the public won't support. ... Yes, we are doing programming for the masses to pay our bills."
Thursday marked Williams's first solo show on the center's Millennium Stage, which hosts free shows designed to reach broad audiences in D.C. But going forward, she said she might have to reevaluate opportunities to perform at the cultural center.
"If my safety's at risk, no," she said. "If it was some event where ... I was supporting the union or playing with other artists who are in support of that, sure, I'd play there again, but not if our safety is at risk."
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-09-24
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29, 2026. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view for free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view Saturday through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Oct. 5. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sunday. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sunday. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Vivian Browne: My Kind of Protest," through Sunday. An exhibition featuring paintings, prints and works on paper by Browne, a co-founder of the Black Emergency Cultural Coalition. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7, 2026. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
*VISARTS "Vessels & Voids: Architects and Ceramic Artists Explore Organic Spaces," through Sunday. This exhibition highlights how advances in engineering and 3D printing have been used to create organic forms in architecture. 155 Gibbs St., Rockville. visartscenter.org
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Books
Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.




By Becky Meloan | 2025-09-24
1 THE SECRET OF SECRETS (Doubleday, $38). By Dan Brown. The sudden disappearance of a prominent scientist sends Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon on a dangerous search for answers.
2 THE ACADEMY (Little, Brown, $30). By Elin Hilderbrand, Shelby Cunningham. Revelations from a scandalous new app wreak havoc among students in a New England boarding school.
3 KATABASIS DELUXE LIMITED EDITION (Harper Voyager, $35). By R. F. Kuang. Two rival graduate students must travel through Hell to save their professor's soul.
4 AMONG THE BURNING FLOWERS (Bloomsbury, $29.99). By Samantha Shannon. A prequel to "The Priory of the Orange Tree" recounting how tragedy paved the way for a divided world.
5 ATMOSPHERE (Ballantine, $30). By Taylor Jenkins Reid. A scientist joins a 1980s NASA training program intending to become the first woman to go on a space shuttle mission.
6 MY FRIENDS (Atria, $29.99). By Fredrik Backman. An aspiring artist learns the story behind the people depicted in a famous painting.
7 KATABASIS STANDARD EDITION (Harper Voyager, $32). By R. F. Kuang. Two rival graduate students must travel through Hell to save their professor's soul.
8 BUCKEYE (Random House, $30). By Patrick Ryan. Two couples' lives intersect across several decades in a small town in Ohio.
9 THE CORRESPONDENT (Crown, $28). By Virginia Evans. Through letters written over her lifetime, a septuagenarian reckons with her past and finds new ways to make connections.
10 JAMES (Doubleday, $28). By Percival Everett. A reimagining of "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" told from the point of view of Jim as he flees from enslavement.
1 GOOD THINGS (Random House, $45). By Samin Nosrat. The chef and author of "Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat" offers recipes that emphasize comfort and connection.
2 ALL THE WAY TO THE RIVER (Riverhead, $35). By Elizabeth Gilbert. The author of "Eat Pray Love" reflects on the joy and pain she experienced through her relationships.
3 THE LET THEM THEORY (Hay House, $29.99). By Mel Robbins. A guide to finding happiness by focusing on things that can be controlled.
4 WE THE PEOPLE (Liveright, $39.99). By Jill Lepore. The acclaimed author and historian examines the U.S. Constitution and the challenges it has faced over 250 years.
5 REPLACEABLE YOU (W.W. Norton, $28.99). By Mary Roach. An exploration of modern and historical body-part replacement techniques for health-driven and aesthetic purposes.
6 HISTORY MATTERS (Simon & Schuster, $27). By David McCullough. A posthumous collection of essays on the importance of history from the Pulitzer Prize-winning historian.
7 POEMS & PRAYERS (Crown, $29). By Matthew McConaughey. The Oscar-winning actor and best-selling author offers poems that reflect his outlook on life.
8 EVERYTHING IS TUBERCULOSIS STANDARD EDITION (Crash Course, $28). By John Green. A study of the scientific history of tuberculosis and the fight against the deadly infection.
9 THE SERVICEBERRY (Scribner, $20). By Robin Wall Kimmerer, illustrated by John Burgoyne. The Indigenous scientist illustrates the value of reciprocity using the example of a tree whose bountiful berries nourish the world around it.
10 ONE DAY, EVERYONE WILL HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AGAINST THIS (Knopf, $28). By Omar El Akkad. The Egyptian-Canadian novelist reckons with the damage inflicted when those in power fail to see humanity in others.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended Sept. 21. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2025 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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TV
Amanda Knox wants to make it easier for the next young woman in the news
Knox teamed up with Monica Lewinsky to produce Hulu's "The Twisted Tale of Amanda Knox." Vilified by the public, they both understand the power in reclaiming your narrative via scripted TV. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Photo by Matt Licari/Invision/AP/iStock)


By Emily Yahr | 2025-09-25

Amanda Knox, left, and Grace Van Patten, who portrays Knox in the television series. (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; photos by Matt Licari/Invision/AP/iStock) 


NEW YORK -- Sitting onstage together at the New York Historical, Amanda Knox and Monica Lewinsky compared notes on their long-ago interrogations by law enforcement -- Italian and U.S., respectively.
"For how many hours, Amanda?" Lewinsky asked.
"Fifty-three hours over five days," Knox said.
"I was only 11 hours," Lewinsky said dryly, "at the Ritz-Carlton." Laughs rippled through the audience.
The topic was the opposite of funny, but there was something so surreal about the scene that the nervous laughter helped puncture the intense mood. These were two women who went through rarefied emotional trauma in front of the world in their early 20s -- and here they were, not just talking about it openly but revisiting their pain through scripted television.
Knox and Lewinsky had been brought together on this August evening by the city's 92nd Street Y to promote "The Twisted Tale of Amanda Knox," an eight-episode drama on Hulu that drops new episodes each Wednesday (the finale airs this coming Wednesday) and for which they both serve as executive producers. It's the first TV dramatization of what happened to Knox in 2007, when she was a 20-year-old college student studying abroad in Perugia, Italy, who wound up improbably accused of killing her British roommate, Meredith Kercher. Knox, along with her boyfriend at the time, Raffaele Sollecito, was found guilty and spent nearly four years in Italian prison. She was acquitted and returned to America in 2011, found guilty again on a retrial and then ultimately acquitted by Italy's highest court in 2015.
Now 38, Knox has spent many years processing what happened to her; she lives in her home state of Washington and is married with a 4-year-old daughter. Knox always strenuously maintained her innocence and knew that her supporters believed her, but when she came home, she felt as if the consensus was that she should shut up and disappear. As much as she desperately wanted to go back to a normal life, she couldn't. The international press, obsessed with the case, had turned her into a character: "Foxy Knoxy," a wild, sex-crazed partyer. She wrote two memoirs, but she couldn't escape the anguish of being mischaracterized, known as a "she-devil" on a worldwide scale.
"I felt sort of trapped in this limbo space of being highly scrutinized and my identity belonging to the public commons but not having a say," Knox told The Washington Post in a video interview this month. "And the only person who had any insight into what that must feel like and how to confront that was Monica."
Knox and Lewinsky met at an event in 2017. "I saw a young woman who was in a lot of pain, and it was the kind of pain that I recognized," Lewinsky said on the 92nd Street Y panel.

From left, moderator Joanna Coles talks with K.J. Steinberg, Amanda Knox, Grace Van Patten, Monica Lewinsky and Warren Littlefield at Hulu's New York premiere screening of "The Twisted Tale of Amanda Knox" in August. (Courtesy of Disney)


Lewinsky, of course, had her life upended when she had an affair with President Bill Clinton during her White House internship and became a central figure in his 1998 impeachment -- and was viciously mocked and condemned for it, with much of the public seemingly shrugging off the power imbalance between the president of the United States and a 22-year-old intern (famously tricked into going to lunch at a Pentagon City mall where the FBI apprehended her for an interrogation at the nearby Ritz). Years later, she became a respected writer and anti-bullying activist; she served as an executive producer on FX's "Impeachment: American Crime Story," Ryan Murphy's 2021 series about the scandal from the perspective of the women involved.
Not long after the show premiered, Lewinsky read a profile of Knox in the New York Times that mentioned that Knox wanted to adapt her first memoir into a film. At that point, Lewinsky had a first-look deal with 20th Television, and she asked if Knox was interested in developing a show.
In the past, Knox had been hesitant about being involved in any kind of dramatization because it felt like more of a tragedy than her story to tell. But she finally felt like she was at a place in her life where she could start reacting instead of having things happen to her -- and she trusted Lewinsky, who understood the desire to reclaim one's narrative. She hopes this project will inspire other women to do the same thing.
"Hollywood did something really uncommon, making me and Monica actual creative partners in this process and being allowed to have a creative say," Knox said. "... They are taking a risk. And I think both Monica and I were really aware that we were forging a path that hopefully would lead to other people being able to follow us."

Grace Van Patten stars as Amanda in Hulu's "The Twisted Tale of Amanda Knox." (Andrea Miconi/Disney)


The 92nd Street Y event also included Grace Van Patten, the actress who stars as Knox; executive producer Warren Littlefield; and creator K.J. Steinberg (a former executive producer on NBC's "This Is Us"), who was immediately interested when 20th Television asked if she would helm the series. Steinberg, who led the writers room, did extensive research before meeting Knox. The series chronicles Knox's time in Italy and her life after prison, as well as the global reaction to her case. Other actors include Sharon Horgan and John Hoogenakker, who play Knox's parents, along with Giuseppe De Domenico as Sollecito and Francesco Acquaroli as Giuliano Mignini, the prosecutor intent on sending Amanda to prison.
"I found that terribly intriguing, knowing that this 20-year-old -- really, a child at the time -- was such a spectacular fascination. People had such violent opinions about her and such polarizing opinions," Steinberg told The Post in an interview, adding, "When I was contemplating doing the project back then, I knew that it was something that was going to be extraordinarily resonant -- unfortunately resonant, with the way that our discourse is playing out right now."
Steinberg anticipated challenges in getting the series made, including legal scrutiny, given the real people involved in the tragic death of Kercher; Rudy Guede was convicted of Kercher's murder and served 13 years in prison before being released in 2021. She wanted the show to zero in on several relevant themes, she said, including the danger of false narratives, and the public and the media's "destructive appetite" for tearing apart the lives of beautiful young women in the spotlight.
Steinberg, Knox and Lewinsky discussed an "anatomy of bias" that they saw as a through line for the show, and how unconscious biases shape how we see the world. The series paints a damning picture of the tunnel vision that drove Italian police and Mignini to see Knox as the killer, regardless of the lack of evidence. Yet Steinberg hoped to humanize them. The series opens with Knox returning to Italy to visit Mignini, whom she has described as a "bogeyman figure" in her life, long after she's freed, because she felt she could restore some of her power by speaking to him in person.
"It was really, really important that each character had a context, that we explored the sets of beliefs that they embraced," Steinberg said. "To create not only a more interesting show but sort of a deeper understanding of the fallibility in our humanity that lets us make grave mistakes."

Van Patten and Giuseppe De Domenico as Amanda Knox and Raffaele Sollecito in the show. (Andrea Miconi/Disney)


That humanizing factor was important to Knox, as well. During the panel, she described being on set (filming took place in Italy, Budapest and Vancouver, British Columbia) and hanging out with the actors who played the cops. It helped soothe her lingering fear of uniformed police, reminding her that no matter how they treated her, they are still real people. ("Well, that's an extraordinarily graceful thing to say," said moderator Joanna Coles, chief creative and content officer for the Daily Beast.)
The series may have helped Knox move on, but it has been a jarring experience for viewers who never really knew what she went through. Some have reached out to tell Knox how horrified they were by the brutal scenes of her coerced confession, after an interrogation during which she had no lawyer and wasn't fluent in Italian.
"Some of their reactions were like ... 'We read the court documents, we had all the information, and we felt for you, but it's an entirely different thing to be a fly in the room and watch it happening,'" Knox told The Post.
That's the power of taking her story to a visual medium, she said, and as an advocate who speaks out against wrongful incarceration, she is gratified by the shocked reaction. "I know people try to empathize, but some things are just hard to imagine unless you've just witnessed it."
In the meantime, Knox is still finding new outlets to process her past, including stand-up comedy. Her friend and comedian Whitney Cummings urged her to try it: "I bet you would be so hilarious, because you've been through hell."
Knox knows that not everyone thinks it's an appropriate coping mechanism, but she believes in the truism that tragedy plus time equals comedy. She recently posted a clip of her set at the Tacoma Comedy Club in Washington state, where she joked about the Hulu show: "You know your 20s were rough when people want to binge-watch them." She also had a bit about how she has spent four years in Italian prison, four years executive-producing the show and four years as a mom.
"Guess which one's been the hardest, though?" she said. "Let's just say that no Italian magistrate ever chewed up a chicken nugget and tried to spit it into my mouth."
Knox is well-aware that her series is just one of a recent spate of Hollywood projects that have reckoned with how society treated women in the 1990s and 2000s, from pop stars to Los Angeles prosecutors to professional figure skaters. Has the culture learned the right lessons? She's not entirely sure, but she's hopeful that shining a spotlight on such incidents could help prevent such an invasive scrutiny in the future.
"I don't think that that means we're at a place where we're not committing the same mistakes [against] other women," Knox said. "But one of the things that Monica has said is that maybe this process will shorten the amount of time between vilifying the woman and finally seeing her as somebody who has a valuable perspective and something truly valuable to say."
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Washington Commanders
Jayden Daniels is working toward a return. But his top target is now a question mark.
Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said he's unsure whether the star quarterback or wide receiver Terry McLaurin will play in Sunday's game at Atlanta.

(Amber Searls/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


By Tom Schad, Tashan Reed | 2025-09-24

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels, shown after Sunday's game, got back to work Wednesday. (Amber Searls/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels said Wednesday that he feels back to full strength and unbothered by his sprained left knee as he works toward a possible return to the field Sunday against the Atlanta Falcons.
Yet if he returns, there is a chance he could be without star wide receiver Terry McLaurin.
McLaurin missed practice Wednesday with a quadriceps injury, while Daniels participated in a limited capacity and inched closer to a return. Coach Dan Quinn did not definitively say whether either player would be able to play at Atlanta, adding that the team would have more information by the end of the week.
"It's up to the doctors," Daniels said when asked about his chances of playing Sunday. "It's not my decision."
It has been nearly two weeks since Daniels, the reigning offensive rookie of the year, sprained his knee in the fourth quarter of Washington's 27-18 loss to Green Bay on Sept. 11 -- an injury that didn't actually register at the time, he said Wednesday, and didn't keep him from finishing the game. After carefully monitoring Daniels's progress last week, the team kept him out Sunday, with backup Marcus Mariota leading the Commanders to a 41-24 drubbing of the Las Vegas Raiders.
Daniels declined to go into detail about his conversations with Quinn leading up to the game, though he said his reaction to being told he would not start wasn't a simple "Okay, yeah, I'm going to sit out." It was the first missed start of his young NFL career and the first time he had ever watched one of his teams play from a suite, rather than being on the field.
"I'd rather have been on the field being able to compete with those guys," he said, "but that just wasn't part of the plans."
Daniels demurred when asked whether he would have to wear a brace, should he return Sunday. He answered other questions from reporters -- about his knee, how it feels and how it affects him -- with variations of "I feel good."
When asked how much running and cutting he has done, Daniels said, "Enough to feel good if I play on Sunday."

Wide receiver Terry McLaurin had his best game of the young season Sunday but left early with a quad injury. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


McLaurin's status is in question after he suffered an injury on a lunging catch in the third quarter against the Raiders and did not return. He has since sought additional opinions on the injury, including a consult with core injury specialist William Meyers, according to a report by NFL Network.
Quinn offered few specifics on the nature of McLaurin's injury and indicated he will have more information Friday.
"It's pretty normal that, when you have something, a second opinion takes place," Quinn said. "... So as I get into Friday, then we'll have a sense of 'Okay, what does it look like for Sunday?'"
McLaurin, who turned 30 this month, has been one of the Commanders' most durable players over the past five years. He has started 76 consecutive games, including the playoffs, dating from Week 16 of the 2020 season. That's one of the reasons the team felt comfortable giving him a three-year extension worth a maximum of $96 million last month. The extension came after he sat out almost the entirety of training camp, holding out and then later "holding in" while angling for a new deal.
Quinn declined to provide updates before practice on the other injured Commanders, a list that now includes rookie running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt.
Croskey-Merritt (knee) was among five players who missed practice with an injury designation, joining McLaurin, tight end John Bates (calf/groin), wide receiver Noah Brown (groin/knee) and safety Percy Butler (hip).
Cornerback Trey Amos (calf) was a limited participant in practice along with Daniels, while four veteran players were given rest days.
The Commanders are hoping Luke McCaffrey's long touchdown catch against the Raiders was a sign of a breakthrough.
McCaffrey, a third-round pick in the 2024 draft, contributed as a returner and a backup receiver last season and had a quiet first couple of weeks in 2025. But Sunday he flashed on a 43-yard catch for his first touchdown.
With the injuries to McLaurin and Brown, McCaffrey could find himself starting against the Falcons. And even if he doesn't start in that scenario -- rookie Jaylin Lane and Chris Moore are other options -- he would be asked to fill a larger role than usual. It would be a big opportunity for him to prove his long score wasn't just a one-off.
Safety Darnell Savage never envisioned joining the Commanders. But when the Jacksonville Jaguars cut him last week and Washington lost starter Will Harris to a fractured fibula over the weekend, the move came together quickly.
Savage, 28, signed with the Commanders on Monday, adding depth to a secondary that has been hit hard by injuries. He has said he's not sure whether he will be called upon to play Sunday but acknowledged that he has something to prove.
"I went to the University of Maryland, so a chip's been on my shoulder for a long time, man," Savage said. "It's not going to go nowhere. It's going to stay there."
The Commanders inserted two new starters on the offensive line last week, with Chris Paul replacing Brandon Coleman at left guard and Andrew Wylie replacing Nick Allegretti at right guard. The results justified the moves: Mariota was sacked just once, and Washington rushed for 201 yards.
Quinn said the competition will continue at both spots. It bears watching whether Coleman, who was inactive in Week 3 because of a coach's decision, gets back into the mix -- but it's hard to identify a reason to tweak the lineup again in Week 4.
The line also could soon welcome back Sam Cosmi, who figures to resume his role as the starting right guard once he has fully recovered from the torn ACL he suffered in January. He has to miss at least one more game before he is eligible to come back from the physically unable to perform list. "We'll see if he's ready to take that next step," Quinn said.

Matt Gay has made 3 of 6 field goal attempts this season. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


Quinn said he still has confidence in kicker Matt Gay, despite his rough start. Though he connected on two lengthy field goals against the Raiders, he also missed a 37-yarder. He is 3 for 6 on field goal attempts this season.
Asked about bringing in competition for Gay, Quinn quickly shut down the idea. "We have a lot of confidence in Matt to go," he said.
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