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      Breaking News

      
        France to try Chinese captain of Russia 'shadow fleet' vessel
        RENNES --- A French court is to try the Chinese captain of a tanker from Russia's "shadow fleet" early next year after it was intercepted off France, prosecutors said Thursday, in a move seen as a message to Moscow over its efforts to skirt Western oil sanctions.

      

      
        Thailand gets top nod in child labour fight
        Thailand has achieved its highest-ever international ranking in efforts to combat the worst forms of child labour, earning a "Significant Advancement" rating in the US Department of Labor's 2024 report.

      

      
        Panel reviewing Thaksin's pardon petition
        The Justice Ministry has set up a panel to review convicted former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's petition for a royal pardon, according to Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon Naowarat.

      

      
        Inquiry kicks off into call centre bribe offer claims
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has vowed zero tolerance for corruption as Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaichanok Chidchob launches a probe into an alleged 40-million-baht monthly bribe linked to call centre scams.

      

      
        Thai rice prices hover near 9-year lows
        Thai export prices retreated further this week and hovered near nine-year lows, hurt by ample supplies and meagre demand, while Indian prices edged up from three-year lows, supported by a slight improvement in demand.

      

      
        Four wounded, suspect shot in Manchester synagogue attack
        MANCHESTER (UNITED KINGDOM) --- Four people were injured and a suspected knifeman shot by police Thursday after a car ramming and stabbing incident outside a synagogue in Manchester, officials said.

      

      
        China rail trips hit record at start of Golden Week
        BEIJING - China's national railway recorded 23.13 million trips on the first day of the country's eight-day National Day holiday on Wednesday, up nearly 8% from a year earlier and setting a single-day record, China Central Television (CCTV) reported.

      

      
        Claim of ER queue-jumping causes stir online
        A debate has erupted online after a woman claimed she was able to bring her mother into a Thai hospital emergency room ahead of other patients --- including one in cardiac arrest --- by relying on personal connections.

      

      
        Woman linked to B5-billion laundering network arrested in Bangkok
        Police in Bangkok have arrested a 55-year-old woman accused of opening bank accounts for a transnational money laundering network that had more than 5 billion baht in circulation.

      

      
        China and Malaysia discuss rare earths refinery
        KUALA LUMPUR - China and Malaysia are in early talks for a project to process rare earths, with the sovereign wealth fund Khazanah Nasional likely to partner with a Chinese state-owned firm to build a refinery in the Southeast Asian country, people familiar with the matter said.
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                                RENNES -- A French court is to try the Chinese captain of a tanker from Russia's "shadow fleet" early next year after it was intercepted off France, prosecutors said Thursday, in a move seen as a message to Moscow over its efforts to skirt Western oil sanctions.
The French navy on Saturday stopped the Boracay, a vessel claiming to be flagged in Benin and blacklisted by the European Union (EU) for being part of Russia's sanction-busting "shadow fleet" of ageing oil tankers, according to the public prosecutor's office in the northwestern city of Brest.

The vessel was investigated over inconsistencies in where the tanker was officially registered while it was carrying a "large cargo of oil" from Russia to India, it added.

The captain and first mate of the Boracay were detained on Tuesday over refusing to provide evidence of nationality or cooperate with French authorities, the prosecutor's office said.

The captain has been told to appear in court in February, but the first mate has been released, it said.

It was not immediately clear if the captain would be released under certain conditions or if the Russia-linked ship could go on its way.

Shipping data analysed by Agence France-Presse (AFP) has shown it was positioned off Denmark during mysterious drone flights over the country last month, including over military sites, that prompted brief closures at several airports.

French President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday urged Europe to "increase the pressure" on Russia's shadow fleet and follow his country's lead in detaining vessels used to fuel Moscow's war in Ukraine.

"You kill the business model by detaining, even for days or weeks, these vessels and forcing them to organise themselves differently," Macron told a leaders' gathering in Denmark.

He said on Wednesday France was probing the ship for "serious offences", but stopped short of confirming reports of a connection to the Denmark drone flights.

French military personnel remained on board the tanker on Thursday, another military source who spoke on the condition of anonymity said.

'Navy commandos'

French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu on X, formerly Twitter, thanked "navy commandos and the crews of the French navy who intervened this weekend aboard the tanker belonging to the Russian ghost fleet".

Estimated to include up to 1,000 ships, the shadow fleet is thought to represent "tens of billions of euros of Russia's budget" and make up "40% of the Russian war effort", according to Macron.

The vessels -- which fly flags of convenience, have opaque ownership, and often turn their transponders off -- enable Moscow to keep exporting its crude oil for much-needed revenue despite curbs on exports.

"The investigation carried out by the French Navy concluded that it had no flag," said the Brest public prosecutor.

The first military source told AFP that Russian ships were common off the French coast.

"Every day between 10 and 15 vessels from the shadow fleet sail off the coast of Brest," the source said.

The Boracay -- which has also been named the Pushpa or the Kiwala -- was positioned off Denmark from Sept 22 to 25, according to data from the maritime website VesselFinder analysed by AFP.

According to the specialist website The Maritime Executive, the 244-metre (801-foot) vessel is suspected of being involved in the drone flights over Denmark.

The publication said the tanker and other ships could have been used either as launch platforms or as decoys.

The tanker left the Russian port of Primorsk outside Saint Petersburg on Sept 20, shipping data showed.

Data from the Marine Traffic tracker showed the tanker was scheduled to arrive in Vadinar in northwestern India on Oct 20.
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                                Thailand has achieved its highest-ever international ranking in efforts to combat the worst forms of child labour, earning a "Significant Advancement" rating in the US Department of Labor's 2024 report.
Labour Minister Trinuch Thianthong on Thursday attributed the success to coordinated efforts across government, the private sector and civil society.

According to the 2024 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor, Thailand was assessed at the "Significant Advancement" level, marking the first time since 2017 that the country has moved up from a moderate to the top tier.

Key measures include Ministerial Regulation No.15 enforced in 2024, which extends labour protections to household domestic workers and prohibits employing children younger than 15 in domestic work, in alignment with international standards, she said.

Additionally, government initiatives have granted citizenship to 477,000 stateless individuals, including 142,000 children, thereby expanding access to education and economic protections and reducing their vulnerability to exploitative work.

Ms Trinuch said the recognition represents only the first step toward sustainable, safe, and fair labour management.

"It ensures quality of life for all workers and enables Thai children and youth to grow safely and contribute to the country's long-term development," she added.

Thailand is the sole Asean country among nine nations, including Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro and Panama, to reach the top rating in the 2024 TDA Report, she noted.

Saroj Komkay, director-general of the Department of Labour Protection and Welfare, said the report assesses 131 countries worldwide under the US Trade and Development Act (TDA), encouraging action against child labour, including commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking.

Thailand conducted inspections of formal and informal sectors, targeting 115 high-risk industries, including agriculture, fisheries and textiles, many of which appear on the US List of Goods Produced with Child Labour, Forced Labour, and Forced Child Labour.
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                                The Justice Ministry has set up a panel to review convicted former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's petition for a royal pardon, according to Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon Naowarat.
Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said on Thursday that he has established a committee to review the petition, and it is anticipated to complete the examination within three days.

Thaksin's lawyer, Winyat Chatmontree, confirmed early this week that his client had submitted the petition and maintained that it was a right granted to all inmates serving final sentences.

Thaksin, 76, was sent back to prison on Sept 9, 2025, on the order of the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions, which ruled that the time he spent in the Police General Hospital did not count as part of his incarceration.

The court then ordered the billionaire to serve one year in prison, in line with the commuted term of his original sentence. 

On Thursday, former prime minister and Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, along with her sister, Pintongta Kunakornwong, visited Thaksin at Klong Prem Central Prison. According to Ms Paetongtarn, her father had some neck issues, but he appeared fine overall. 

Meanwhile, property giant SC Asset on Thursday informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) that Ms Paetongtarn reclaimed her 28.43% stake after stepping down from office, making her the largest major shareholder in the company.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3114721/panel-reviewing-thaksins-pardon-petition



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Inquiry kicks off into call centre bribe offer claims                

                              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaichanok Chidchob, centre right, gives a wai to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul as newly-appointed cabinet ministers arrive at Government House on Sept 24, 2025. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
                      
                                              
                          Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaichanok Chidchob, centre right, gives a wai to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul as newly-appointed cabinet ministers arrive at Government House on Sept 24, 2025. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)                        

                                          

                  

                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has vowed zero tolerance for corruption as Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaichanok Chidchob launches a probe into an alleged 40-million-baht monthly bribe linked to call centre scams.
Mr Anutin, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, on Thursday voiced full support for Mr Chaichanok, who is pressing ahead with the inquiry into the bribery allegation.

He insisted the minister would not relent in pursuing the matter and guaranteed that no corruption would be tolerated under his government.

The controversy erupted after Mr Chaichanok, son of Bhumjaithai patriarch Newin Chidchob, told parliament that a group connected to call centre gangs had offered him a monthly payment of 40 million baht in exchange for refraining from legal action against their operations.

DES permanent secretary Patchara Anantasilp said Mr Chaichanok had instructed that an independent central fact-finding panel be set up to ensure transparency.

The committee, expected to be named within days, will include representatives from the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC), and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo). Mr Patchara will be the only DES official involved.

The panel has been given 30 days, with findings due by the end of October.

"If any evidence implicates officials, the committee will act in accordance with the law. There will be no exemptions, even for DES staff," the permanent secretary said.

Former Democrat Party MP Nipit Intarasombat said he would petition the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate the bribery allegations, claiming no political party was taking the matter seriously. He said he would act in his personal capacity as a citizen.

Responding to Mr Nipit's move, Mr Anutin said: "Everyone has the right to call for an investigation. The facts must be clarified. This government has only been in office for two days, so any past irregularities must be uncovered. If wrongdoing exists, Mr Chaichanok will never let it slide."

The prime minister dismissed suggestions that Mr Chaichanok's disclosure could backfire, saying the minister was committed to integrity.

"He is not corrupt, he despises dishonesty, and nothing can stop him," he added.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3114704/inquiry-kicks-off-into-call-centre-bribe-offer-claims



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thai rice prices hover near 9-year lows                

                Thai prices quoted lowest since November 2016, as Indian prices quoted at US$358-$365 a tonne
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: A rice field stretches across Pathum Thani province, Thailand. (File photo: Pongpat Wongyala)]
                      
                                              
                          A rice field stretches across Pathum Thani province, Thailand. (File photo: Pongpat Wongyala)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thai export prices retreated further this week and hovered near nine-year lows, hurt by ample supplies and meagre demand, while Indian prices edged up from three-year lows, supported by a slight improvement in demand.
Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at US$345 per metric tonne on Thursday, its lowest since November 2016, down from the $350 quoted last week.

Traders attributed the price drop to flat demand.

Orders for Thai rice are mostly in small amounts and from regular buyers, a Bangkok-based trader said. Another said supply had been ample due to the ongoing harvest towards the tail end of the rainy season this month.

Thailand is keeping its export target at 7.5 million tonnes this year, a commerce ministry official said on Monday.

India

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted this week at $358 to $365 per tonne, up from last week's $354-362.

Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $369-375.

Prices had hit three-year lows around mid-September, due to weak export demand and higher supplies.

"Demand is a bit better than last week, as buyers seem to realise that prices have bottomed out and probably won't drop any further," said a New Delhi-based trader.

Vietnam

Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $440-$465 per tonne on Thursday, unchanged from a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity remains slow due to weak global demand," said a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City.

Traders said prices are under downward pressure after the Philippines, one of the largest importers, decided to extend an import suspension beyond 60 days.

Bangladesh

Domestic rice prices in Bangladesh remained elevated despite healthy reserves and strong harvests.

The price of coarse rice -- the benchmark variety for tracking market trends -- is trading between 55 and 60 taka ($0.4538-0.4950) per kilogramme, around 15-20% higher than a year ago, according to the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh.
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                                MANCHESTER (UNITED KINGDOM) -- Four people were injured and a suspected knifeman shot by police Thursday after a car ramming and stabbing incident outside a synagogue in Manchester, officials said.
Greater Manchester Police declared a "major incident" shortly after 9.30am (0830 GMT) after officers were called to the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation Synagogue in the Crumpsall neighbourhood of the northwestern city.

"Paramedics arrived at the scene...and are tending to members of the public," it added, noting "currently four members of the public with injuries caused by both the vehicle and stab wounds."

"Shots were fired by Greater Manchester Police firearms officers at 9:38am. One man has been shot, believed to be the offender," the force said in a statement.

The incident came on the Jewish Yom Kippur holiday and days ahead of the second anniversary of the attacks on Israel on Oct 7, 2023.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he was "appalled by the attack" and a UK official confirmed he would be returning early from talks with the European Union (EU) in Denmark.

"The fact that this has taken place on Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the Jewish calendar, makes it all the more horrific," he added.

"My thoughts are with the loved ones of all those affected, and my thanks go to the emergency services and all the first responders."

Manchester's mayor Andy Burnham told the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) the city was dealing with "a serious incident".

"At the same time I can give some reassurance that the immediate danger appears to be over and GMP (police) have dealt with it very quickly with some amazing support from members of the public and security at the location," he said.

Firearms officers were deployed at 9.34am amid reports from members of the public that a security guard had been attacked with a knife.

Burnham urged people "not to speculate on social media", while noting the Jewish community "will be very worried by the news".

The North West Ambulance Service said it had "dispatched resources to the scene".

"We are currently assessing the situation and working with other members of the emergency services," it added.

'Holiest Jewish day'

"Our priority is to ensure people receive the medical help they need as quickly as possible," the ambulance services said.

Manchester police noted it had activated Operation Plato, the UK's national police guidance for responding to a so-called "marauding terrorist attack".

It involves a coordinated, multi-agency effort to counter an incident involving attackers who pose an immediate and widespread threat to life.

The Community Security Trust (CST), a Jewish charity that records antisemitic incidents, said it was "working with police and the local Jewish community" following the incident.

"This appears to be an appalling attack on the holiest day of the Jewish year," CST added, thanking police officers and synagogue security who "responded immediately to deal with the incident".

The Gaza conflict has inflamed passions in the UK, with large pro-Palestinian rallies in London and other major cities.
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                                BEIJING - China's national railway recorded 23.13 million trips on the first day of the country's eight-day National Day holiday on Wednesday, up nearly 8% from a year earlier and setting a single-day record, China Central Television (CCTV) reported.
More than 19 million trips were expected to be made on the rail network on Thursday, CCTV said. The Yangtze River Delta Railway alone was forecast to handle four million passengers, a more than 10% increase from the previous year.

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism is expected to release total travel data after the Golden Week holiday, which officially ends on Oct 8 and is an important indicator of consumer demand and the health of the Chinese economy.

China is expected to see around 2.36 billion passenger trips nationwide during the holiday period, the Xinhua news agency said, citing the Ministry of Transport, with daily average trips estimated at 295 million, a 3.2% increase compared with the same period of 2024.

In 2024, 21.45 million trips were made on the national rail network on Oct 1, a record high at the time. In 2019, the number was 17.13 million.

Coinciding with the traditional Mid-Autumn Festival, the National Day holiday this year has been extended from one week to eight days.

On social media platforms such as Xiaohongshu, users exchanged tips about how to save money when travelling, including by taking evening trains to save on accommodation.

The holiday period is traditionally one of the busiest on China's travel calendar and Trip.com Group had forecast before the holiday that 2025 was set to be one of the busiest travel periods in recent years.

Authorities are hoping the holiday season will provide a much-needed boost to domestic spending amid sluggish economic growth, with smaller, lesser-known cities emerging as holiday picks for some of China's cost-conscious travellers.

"I'm taking my family to a village in Chizhou, Anhui," said Deng Xin, a 51-year-old Beijing resident. "There are mountains and rivers, but no crowds, and the price is far more affordable than hotels in big cities." 
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                                A debate has erupted online after a woman claimed she was able to bring her mother into a Thai hospital emergency room ahead of other patients -- including one in cardiac arrest -- by relying on personal connections.
According to her now-deleted post, the woman said she accompanied her mother to the ER at an unidentified hospital in the morning and was initially told by nurses that they had to wait as a critical cardiac arrest case was being treated.

She claimed, however, that upon opening the door she spotted someone she knew inside, and used that connection to secure immediate treatment for her mother.

[image: The Facebook post described the incident of bypassing a cardiac arrest patient in the emergency room. (Photo: Dr. Dark Facebook page)]
A now-deleted Facebook post details a woman's claim about being able to bypass a cardiac arrest patient in the emergency room. (Photo: Dr. Dark Facebook page)



The story spread quickly after being shared by Dr. Dark, a popular Facebook page focusing on Thailand's medical community with more than 130,000 followers.

Social media users flooded the comments section, questioning whether "pulling strings" had indeed allowed the woman's mother to skip the queue. Many argued that if the claims were true, the matter should be formally investigated and those involved held accountable.

The controversy deepened when one commenter alleged that the cardiac arrest patient mentioned in the post was a relative, who later died -- possibly linked to the delay in treatment. The claim further fuelled public outrage online.

The woman later deleted her post and issued an apology, writing: "My mother is safe now. Thank you to the doctors and nurses who took care of her. I'm truly sorry for the earlier post -- I acted thoughtlessly out of fear for my mother. I sincerely apologise." (Story continues below)

[image: She later apologized on social media, explaining that she had posted out of fear for her mother's condition. (Photo: Facebook)]
The woman later apologised on social media, explaining that she had posted out of fear for her mother's condition. (Photo: Facebook)



As of now, it remains unclear whether queue-jumping actually occurred, or whether the cardiac arrest patient in question did in fact pass away. Authorities and the hospital involved have yet to issue an official clarification.
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                                Police in Bangkok have arrested a 55-year-old woman accused of opening bank accounts for a transnational money laundering network that had more than 5 billion baht in circulation.
Officers from the Economic Crime Suppression Division (ECD) apprehended the woman identified only as Wimol, on Ngam Wong Wan Road in the Lat Yao area of Chatuchak district on Wednesday, said Pol Maj Gen Tasaphum Jaruprat, the ECD commander of the ECD.

The suspect was wanted under two arrest warrants issued by the Criminal Court, on April 25 last year and on Feb 26 this year. The charges against her include colluding to defraud the public, conspiracy to launder money, inputting false information into a computer system, allowing others to use her bank accounts for technology crimes, and conspiracy to commit serious crimes linked to a transnational criminal organisation.

According to a police investigation, Ms Wimol had opened bank accounts for foreign nationals and got involved in laundering money for a transnational criminal syndicate that had more than 5 billion baht in circulation.

Police said she had previously served a jail term at the Central Women's Correctional Institution for her role in a separate fraud case that resulted in 9 million baht in losses.

After she was released, ECD investigators tracked her movements and managed to arrest her while she was walking along Nam Wong Wan Road, said Pol Maj Gen Tasaphum.

During questioning, Ms Wimol reportedly confessed that she had been approached by an unidentified woman in 2023 to open bank accounts. The woman had persuaded her that the accounts would be used for an online business.

After she handed over the details of the accounts, the suspect said she lost contact with the woman. She later discovered that her accounts had been used for illicit activities.

She has been handed over to investigators at ECD Sub-division 3 for further legal proceedings.

[image: The woman, identified only as Wimol, is taken for questioning about her alleged involvement in public fraud, money laundering and other related charges. (Police photo/Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Police question the woman, identified only as Wimol, about her alleged involvement in fraud, money laundering and related charges. (Police photo/Wassayos Ngamkham)
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - China and Malaysia are in early talks for a project to process rare earths, with the sovereign wealth fund Khazanah Nasional likely to partner with a Chinese state-owned firm to build a refinery in the Southeast Asian country, people familiar with the matter said.
If the joint venture takes shape, it would represent a significant policy departure for China, the world's top supplier and refiner of rare earths, which has banned the export of its processing technology to protect its dominance of the industry.

Beijing is ready to swap its technology for access to Malaysia's untapped rare earths reserves, seeking to limit competition from Australian rival Lynas Rare Earths, which has a processing plant in the central state of Pahang, said two sources in Malaysia with knowledge of the talks.

All four sources who spoke to Reuters for this report sought anonymity because the matter is a sensitive one.

Malaysia's natural resources and trade ministries did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the talks.

Khazanah's chief investment officer, Hisham Hamdan, declined to confirm the talks or plans for the proposed refinery, saying it was "way too early", but acknowledged that rare earths were among the industries being explored by the fund.

"We do many studies on industries. ... It's something we're happy to explore and help the government, but it's at the government level, right? So I think that's as much as we can say," he told Reuters in an interview in Singapore on Thursday.

China's State Council Information Office, which handles media queries, did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment due to the National Day holiday.

Possible roadblocks ahead

A Malaysian source said the plan faced several roadblocks, however, such as China's concern whether Malaysia would be able to supply enough raw material for the plant.

Two of the sources said Malaysia was also concerned by the potential environmental impact and regulatory hurdles, since mining activities typically require approvals and licensing from both state and federal government authorities.

Malaysia has said it did not support rare earths mining in sensitive locations such as permanent forest reserves and water catchment areas.

Global manufacturers are scrambling to secure alternative supplies of rare earths, after Beijing's export curbs this year led to output delays for major automakers and magnet producers.

Malaysia has some 16.1 million tonnes of rare earth deposits, the government estimates, but lacks the technology to mine and process them.

It has banned companies from exporting raw rare earths to prevent loss of resources.

The only exception was granted in 2022 to a pilot mining project aimed at helping to set national operating and licensing guidelines for extraction of the rare earths.

Lynas, the world's largest rare earths producer outside China, signed a deal in May with officials in the eastern state of Kelantan for a future supply of mixed rare earths carbonate, seen as an effort to develop the local industry.

The proposed refinery is expected to process both light and heavy rare earths, two Malaysian sources said. These elements are critical to the manufacture of products from cars and mobile phones to military equipment.

Heavy rare earth metals, used widely in the development of clean technology, are less common, however, and some elements face shortages amid high demand.

In August, Johari Abdul Ghani, Malaysia's minister for natural resources said China was prepared to provide technical and technological assistance in processing rare earths.

However, President Xi Jinping had asked to restrict cooperation efforts to state-linked companies so as to protect trade secrets, Johari said, adding that discussions were still preliminary and no deal had been reached.

A successful deal would make Malaysia one of the few countries with both Chinese and non-Chinese rare earths processing technology, Johari added.
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                                The Justice Ministry has set up a panel to review convicted former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's petition for a royal pardon, according to Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon Naowarat.
Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said on Thursday that he has established a committee to review the petition, and it is anticipated to complete the examination within three days.

Thaksin's lawyer, Winyat Chatmontree, confirmed early this week that his client had submitted the petition and maintained that it was a right granted to all inmates serving final sentences.

Thaksin, 76, was sent back to prison on Sept 9, 2025, on the order of the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions, which ruled that the time he spent in the Police General Hospital did not count as part of his incarceration.

The court then ordered the billionaire to serve one year in prison, in line with the commuted term of his original sentence. 

On Thursday, former prime minister and Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, along with her sister, Pintongta Kunakornwong, visited Thaksin at Klong Prem Central Prison. According to Ms Paetongtarn, her father had some neck issues, but he appeared fine overall. 

Meanwhile, property giant SC Asset on Thursday informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) that Ms Paetongtarn reclaimed her 28.43% stake after stepping down from office, making her the largest major shareholder in the company.
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has vowed zero tolerance for corruption as Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Chaichanok Chidchob launches a probe into an alleged 40-million-baht monthly bribe linked to call centre scams.
Mr Anutin, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, on Thursday voiced full support for Mr Chaichanok, who is pressing ahead with the inquiry into the bribery allegation.

He insisted the minister would not relent in pursuing the matter and guaranteed that no corruption would be tolerated under his government.

The controversy erupted after Mr Chaichanok, son of Bhumjaithai patriarch Newin Chidchob, told parliament that a group connected to call centre gangs had offered him a monthly payment of 40 million baht in exchange for refraining from legal action against their operations.

DES permanent secretary Patchara Anantasilp said Mr Chaichanok had instructed that an independent central fact-finding panel be set up to ensure transparency.

The committee, expected to be named within days, will include representatives from the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC), and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo). Mr Patchara will be the only DES official involved.

The panel has been given 30 days, with findings due by the end of October.

"If any evidence implicates officials, the committee will act in accordance with the law. There will be no exemptions, even for DES staff," the permanent secretary said.

Former Democrat Party MP Nipit Intarasombat said he would petition the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate the bribery allegations, claiming no political party was taking the matter seriously. He said he would act in his personal capacity as a citizen.

Responding to Mr Nipit's move, Mr Anutin said: "Everyone has the right to call for an investigation. The facts must be clarified. This government has only been in office for two days, so any past irregularities must be uncovered. If wrongdoing exists, Mr Chaichanok will never let it slide."

The prime minister dismissed suggestions that Mr Chaichanok's disclosure could backfire, saying the minister was committed to integrity.

"He is not corrupt, he despises dishonesty, and nothing can stop him," he added.
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                                The chief physician of Police General Hospital has been transferred to an inactive post, effective from Oct 1, following a six-month suspension of his medical licence for his role in helping former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra avoid doing prison time.
National police chief Kittharath Punpetch signed the order transferring Dr Taweesilp Wechawitarn, who also holds the rank of police lieutenant-general, to the Royal Thai Police Operations Centre.

The transfer order noted a resolution passed by the Medical Council of Thailand on May 8, when it voted to suspend Dr Taweesilp's medical licence for six months, effective from Oct 1.

The council said any violation of the suspension by continuing to practise medicine would constitute an offence under the Medical Profession Act.

The Royal Thai Police subsequently set up a fact-finding committee in July to investigate alleged misconduct involving Pol Lt Gen Taweesilp and another senior physician, Pol Lt Gen Sophonrat Singhajaru. The investigation is still under way.

The two have been accused of helping Thaksin receive privileged treatment in a luxury ward on the 14th floor of the hospital.

The Medical Council concluded that the doctors provided false or misleading medical documents or information regarding Thaksin's health to facilitate his extended hospital stay.

It suspended Pol Lt Gen Sophonrat's licence for three months and Pol Lt Gen Taweesilp's licence for six months, starting Oct 1.

Given the suspension of his medical licence and the pending inquiry, police authorities deemed it inappropriate for Pol Lt Gen Taweesilp to continue in his current role, the order said.

The reassignment would ensure transparency, fairness and prevent potential damage to the force, it added.

Pol Lt Gen Paiboon Chiamanukulkit, a senior physician at Police General Hospital, has been named acting chief physician, effective from Oct 1 to March 31 next year. (Story continues below)
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Behind bars

On Sept 9, the Supreme Court ordered Thaksin, 76, to actually serve the year's imprisonment to which he was sentenced two years ago, rejecting his prolonged stay in hospital as part of his sentence.

The court said it considered as illegitimate the transfer of Thaksin from Bangkok Remand Prison shortly after his arrival there on Aug 22, 2023, after he complained of chest pain.

The billionaire and former Manchester City Football Club owner had returned to Thailand that same day after 15 years in self-imposed exile. He stayed at the police hospital instead of in prison until his parole in February 2024.

The former prime minister is now in the maximum-security Klong Prem Central Prison.

[image: National police chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch has signed the order transferring Police General Hospital chief physician Taweesilp Wechawitarn, who also holds the rank of police lieutenant-general. (Photo: Royal Thai Police)  ]
National police chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch has signed the order transferring Police General Hospital chief physician Taweesilp Wechawitarn, who also holds the rank of police lieutenant-general. (Photo: Royal Thai Police)


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3114592/police-hospital-chief-transferred-over-thaksin-stay



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Bigger role seen for Ranong Port                

                Multimodal transport project connects the region, offers shippers new choices
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Ranong Port has been chosen for a multimodal transport project that will offer new cost-effective options for shipping goods from the west coast of southern Thailand.]
                      
                                              
                          Ranong Port has been chosen for a multimodal transport project that will offer new cost-effective options for shipping goods from the west coast of southern Thailand.                        

                                          

                  

                                The Port Authority of Thailand (PAT) has inaugurated a multimodal transport project at Ranong Port, creating a freight transport route connecting China, Laos, Thailand, Myanmar and South Asian countries via the west coast of southern Thailand.
A recent ceremony marked the launch of the inaugural shipment to Yangon Port in Myanmar, helping elevate Ranong Port's role as a central maritime trade hub on Thailand's Andaman coast and linking regional economic networks, said Kriengkrai Chaisiriwongsuk, the PAT director-general.

The ceremony was held to promote a multimodal freight transport route that integrates trucking, rail and maritime shipping.

Ranong Port serves as a strategic hub, expanding trade and investment opportunities across the Asean and South Asian regions. The project also aims to build confidence among customers, operators, international freight forwarders and shipping lines, he said.

Mr Kriengkrai said freight transport from Ranong will take just three days to reach Yangon Port in Myanmar, four days to Chittagong in Bangladesh, and six days to both Chennai in India and Colombo in Sri Lanka.

Previously, these journeys took 14-21 days. This demonstrates the potential to significantly reduce both transit time and transport costs, providing a competitive advantage for Thai and international operators alike.

"Ranong Port is the only government-operated port located on the Andaman coast and serves as Thailand's gateway to the Bimstec countries: Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan," he said.

Bimstec stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation.

He said the launch not only creates new economic opportunities but also demonstrates the PAT's commitment to developing Ranong Port into a modern, transparent and sustainable trade and transport hub.

Mr Kriengkrai said the project has received strong support from Thai Transport Centre Co, together with business partners including SCG JWD Logistics Plc, Ever Flow River Group Plc from Myanmar and SPT Smart Creation Co.

Situated in a strategic position on Thailand's Andaman coast, Ranong Port currently has the capacity to handle both containerised and general cargo.

Ranong has also been touted as the western terminus of the controversial southern Land Bridge project, linked to Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand by a new land transport corridor.
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                                Exports are expected to grow by 6-7% this year, surpassing the previous target of 2-3%, according to the Commerce Ministry.
At an online policy briefing on Wednesday, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun outlined seven key policies as part of a "Quick Big Win" strategy aimed at addressing economic challenges and enhancing the country's trade and export capabilities.

She said using these strategies, exports are projected to expand by 6-7% year-on-year, exceeding previous estimates of 2-3%. The average monthly export value is expected to reach US$24 billion in the last four months of the year, with total exports anticipated to exceed 12 trillion baht in 2025.

Mrs Suphajee said the priorities in the next four months include finalising the agreement on reciprocal tariffs with the US, updating the rules of origin, and fully digitising certificates of origin to enhance transparency and prevent fraudulent claims.

Despite the US government shutdown, she said tariff discussions between the two nations continue uninterrupted.

To increase exports in the final quarter, the ministry plans to promote the use of existing free trade agreements (FTAs) and explore new markets such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, South Africa, India and Vietnam, as well as facilitate business matching.

Moreover, the ministry expects to finalise an FTA with South Korea by the end of this year and conclude key issues on a pact with the EU in the first quarter of 2026.

Mrs Suphajee said the ministry organised Blue Flag fairs to ease living costs in areas affected by the border dispute with Cambodia, and is providing a 100-baht-per-parcel transport subsidy with Thailand Post for small businesses in affected provinces.

Another goal is to develop alternative marketing channels and new markets to mitigate risks for businesses in the area, she said.

Cost of living

The ministry also signed a memorandum of understanding with more than 100 private hospitals to disclose medicine prices before payment, giving people the option to purchase medicines outside hospitals. This initiative is expected to save 32.4 billion baht annually, reduce overcrowding in public hospitals, and encourage greater use of private hospital services. A progress review is scheduled for Oct 7.

In addition, the ministry hosts around 1,300 Blue Flag fairs annually, helping consumers save more than 5 billion baht a year.

Stabilise crop prices

To support rice farmers, the ministry is offering low-interest loans to delay sales and prevent a glut, as well as subsidies of 1,000 baht per rai to 4.6 million farming households. Mrs Suphajee said the ministry is also pursuing rice trade deals with China, Japan and Singapore.

The ministry wants to strengthen the competitiveness and enhance the value of Thai products, with initiatives expanding access to new markets, providing credit support, and promoting quality certifications such as Thailand Trust Mark and Thai Select.

Artificial intelligence is being used to analyse supply and demand trends to ensure timely trade measures, while e-commerce channels are being expanded to connect local products with global markets.
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                                Phuket authorities have launched a sweeping infrastructure blueprint aimed at easing traffic congestion, improving water security, and upgrading marine transport links to boost the island's role as a regional hub.
Governor Sophon Suwannarat recently chaired a seminar attended by 29 foreign consuls, state agencies, and the private sector. The forum highlighted progress on nine major road projects, a long-term water supply plan, and the Yamu Port upgrade into an Andaman marina hub.

The Department of Highways reported nine schemes to address chronic traffic bottlenecks, particularly between Phuket city and the airport. Key works include the 650-million-baht expansion of Highway 4027 from Ban Thalang to Ban Muang Mai, due for completion in 2026, and a new highway link from Ban Muang Mai to the airport, targeted for 2028.

Other projects cover improvements to Highway 402 from Khok Kloi to Phuket town, costing 700 million baht, and construction of Highway 4030, from Thalang to Rawai Beach, for 325 million baht.

There are also a plan to build Highway 4025, from Tha Ruea to Choeng Thale, at a cost of 420 million baht and Highway 4031, from Mud Dok Khao to Phuket International Airport, with a 185 million baht price tag.

Some are also under survey and design, including a consultancy project for Highway 402-Sarasin Bridge, a feasibility study on a new highway route from Ban Pa Khlok to Ban Bang Khu and a plan for Highway 4023, from Phuket town to Cape Panwa, with a cost of 200 million baht.

Traffic management on Highway 402, Phuket's main artery, is also being enhanced with redesigned intersections and safety measures across nine locations.

In parallel, the Provincial Waterworks Authority is advancing a plan to divert raw water from Ratchaprapa Dam in Surat Thani to Phuket, he said.

The proposal, structured as a public-private partnership, is undergoing feasibility and impact assessments. Officials expect tender documents to be ready by late 2027, ensuring long-term water security for Phuket and neighbouring provinces.

Marine infrastructure is another focus. The Marine Department is steering plans to redevelop Yamu Port in Thalang district into a community marina aligned with the government's Andaman masterplan. The design phase is complete, with environmental assessments and dredging studies to follow. The project aims to provide year-round safe access for yachts, boost maritime tourism, and position Phuket as a competitive marina hub.

Governor Sophon said the integrated approach reflects Phuket's vision of becoming a sustainable tourism and logistics centre.

"These projects are designed not only to relieve local problems such as traffic and water shortages but also to strengthen Phuket's global connectivity and economic competitiveness," he said.
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                                New Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas says the government's economic stimulus plan will enable GDP expansion of more than 1% in the fourth quarter, up from an earlier forecast of just 0.3%.
In the first quarter of this year, the Thai economy grew by 3.2%, dipping to 2.8% in the second quarter. For the third quarter, growth is projected at 1.7%, while for the final quarter, the initial forecast was a mere 0.3%.

[image: ]


However, Mr Ekniti said five measures in the fourth quarter should help lift GDP by another 0.2-0.4 percentage points, raising growth to around 1%.

Regarding the "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme, which will be submitted to the cabinet on Oct 7, he said registration for the public will be open from Oct 20-26, with the scheme starting on Oct 29. Total spending under this scheme is estimated at 66 billion baht.

Shops wanting to participate can register from Oct 15 until the programme ends in December.

The tourism stimulus scheme for secondary cities will be submitted to the cabinet on Oct 14, with hotels allowed to deduct expenses from taxes up to double the amount, said Mr Ekniti.

This measure was previously implemented in 2018, resulting in only 200 million baht in lost state revenue.

In terms of government spending, ministries and state enterprises with budgets allocated for seminars will be required to accelerate spending over the next four months, front-loading their budgets, he said.

This budget for seminars is estimated at 6-8 billion baht and is intended to stimulate the economy, said Mr Ekniti.

Regarding the issue of baht appreciation, he said the currency has already started to weaken, as the recent appreciation mainly stemmed from a current account surplus driven by exports and capital inflows.

In terms of gold exports to Cambodia, Mr Ekniti said the converted value was only US$2 billion, which is small compared with total capital inflows.

A working group has been established to monitor inflows from untraceable transactions, sometimes considered "off the books" or "grey money", which could affect baht appreciation. The working group comprises representatives from the Anti-Money Laundering Office, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and the Fiscal Policy Office.

In a related development, finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said Khon La Khrueng Plus conditions will differ from the previous scheme when only small retailers who were not registered as juristic persons were allowed to receive payments.

This time, micro small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and small businesses registered as juristic persons are also eligible to participate.

In the Revenue Department's system, there are roughly 3,000 micro SMEs with annual revenue of under 1.8 million baht, and another 2,000 micro SMEs with annual revenue of between 1.8 million and 30 million baht.
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                                As the new government takes office at a time of renewed tension along the Cambodian border, international relations experts are urging coordinated policies, leadership-level engagement and a move away from confrontational measures.
Thailand should tackle the border dispute with Cambodia through cooperation, not confrontation, they said.

Panitan Wattanayagorn, an international relations scholar, said the administration of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul faces "triple challenges" that are closely interconnected.

The first concerns foreign relations and security, including the border dispute with Cambodia and trade issues with the United States.

The second involves pressing domestic economic and social concerns. The third lies within the fragile political alliance between the ruling Bhumjaithai Party and the opposition People's Party.

Assoc Prof Panitan said that while this government's approach may not differ much from its predecessor's, the urgency is greater because this administration is expected to serve only a four-month term.

"The government must carefully prioritise and ensure all agencies work in sync," he said.

On the Thai-Cambodian border issue, he emphasised the importance of coordination between the Defence and Foreign Affairs Ministries.

Cambodia, he said, has traditionally welcomed new governments in Thailand with offers of cooperation, particularly on border management.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet recently sent a congratulatory letter to Mr Anutin, signalling his readiness to resolve disputes and restore relations.

"If Thailand responds positively, Cambodia will reciprocate. But if their overtures are ignored, they could adopt tougher measures, as they did with the past government," Assoc Prof Panitan warned.

Restoring ties at the ambassadorial level, he said, would be an important first step towards easing tensions.

Assoc Prof Panitan said Cambodia has also pressed for the reopening of certain checkpoints, which have severely affected communities along the border.

Yet negotiations remain stalled at the Regional Border Committee (RBC) stage, with little progress towards the Joint Border Committee (JBC) stage.

Assoc Prof Panitan suggested the new Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow explore humanitarian measures to open dialogue, such as establishing a corridor at Ban Nong Chan for displaced Cambodians, drawing on his earlier experience with Myanmar.

However, he cautioned that any such initiative would need the backing of the Defence Ministry to avoid contradictory signals.

"If the Foreign Affairs Ministry and Defence Ministry are not aligned, the military may tighten defensive measures, which Cambodia could portray as insincerity," he said.

He also urged Mr Anutin to personally lead talks with Hun Manet, noting that Cambodia values leadership-level engagement.

Delegating the issue solely to ministers, he said, risks weakening negotiations.

An official visit to Phnom Penh, he noted, could demonstrate Thailand's goodwill and readiness for bilateral talks.

[image: Prapee: Restoring trust key to peace]
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Prapee Apichatsakol, a law lecturer at Srinakharinwirot University and vice president of the American Studies Association in Thailand, said rebuilding state-to-state ties must be accompanied by restoring trust between the citizens of both sides.

Relations between people, she said, have been damaged by disinformation and incitement on social media.

"The new government should move forward from the conflict and seek areas of cooperation that bring mutual benefits while maintaining security along the border," she said.

Border fence

Both experts also expressed concern over Thailand's plan to build a border fence to prevent encroachment from Cambodia.

Asst Prof Prapee compared it to the US-Mexico border wall, which deepened mistrust between the two countries. "A fence symbolises separation. It suggests we cannot live together and risks long-term damage to bilateral relations," she said. While acknowledging that a fence might provide clearer boundaries and bolster security, she questioned its cost and social impact. She recommended dialogue through mechanisms such as the RBC, General Border Committee and JBC, or even under the Asean framework. A trusted intermediary, she added, could help guide negotiations and ensure agreements are clearly implemented.

Meanwhile, Assoc Prof Panitan agreed Thailand should tone down the fence plan, even if sovereignty concerns remain. As an alternative, he proposed "smart surveillance" systems, including drone patrols, which would strengthen security without provoking resentment from Cambodia. "We can create an invisible fence through technology that avoids hard feelings," he said.
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                                Thailand ranks 24th in this year's Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) mixed ratings, with a high score in Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, medium in energy use, low in climate policy, and very low in renewable energy.
Thailand's Taxonomy Phase 2, which is now open for public consultation, focuses on defining sustainable economic activities in the agriculture, real estate, manufacturing, and waste management sectors. This taxonomy guides businesses and governments in aligning with both international and Thai environmental standards, promoting green finance and investment.

This comes amid a growing partnership between Thailand and Australia over climate change initiatives.

Among successful green transition efforts, Australia has been one of the most progressive countries in driving the green economy forward following policy changes in 2023.

"The transition to renewable energy is accelerating, especially in South Australia, which by 2027 will generate all of its electricity from renewable sources, backed by large-scale battery storage," said Australian Ambassador to Thailand Angela Macdonald.

At the national level, Australia has legislated a target of reducing emissions by 43% by 2030 compared to current levels, and has recently announced a more ambitious target of 62-70% by 2035.

"With a vast landmass, the driest continent on Earth, Australia has been tackling the effects of climate change -- water scarcity, air quality challenges -- very clearly," Ms Macdonald told participants at the Talk Stage at the Sustainability Expo 2025 at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center on Wednesday.

"Thailand, while smaller geographically, has a much larger population and is part of Asean, our regional neighbourhood. The challenges we face -- plastics in the oceans, PM2.5 pollution, emissions, flooding -- are not confined to one country. They are regional and global," she said.

"Collaboration with Thailand and Asean will help us navigate these issues and address them together."

Australia's contributions to Thailand's decarbonisation efforts are being implemented through the Mekong-Australia Partnership.

Australia's Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation is also collaborating with the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand to enhance electricity grid stability.

"That's just one government-level collaboration. At the same time, many Australian businesses are bringing commercial solutions in energy and green innovation," Ms Macdonald said.

Australia-Thailand collaborations extend across multiple initiatives, including Bangkok's Makkasan Park, the Indo-Pacific Plastics Innovation Network and advancements in battery technology, green hydrogen, and pumped hydro energy storage.
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                                The number of arrivals and revenue from the Malaysian tourism market can increase by 20-30% if bribery at the border is resolved and the new government extends the operating hours of border checkpoints, according to Hat Yai tourism operators.
To enhance the economy, the cabinet on Tuesday proposed extending the opening hours at Thailand-Malaysia border checkpoints in response to a request from the tourism and sports minister.

Songchai Mungprasitthichai, president of the Songkhla Tourism Promotion Association, said the move should ease congestion at the border, particularly at the Sadao checkpoint.

He said during Malaysia's national holiday last month, tourist cars and buses faced queues of 3-4 hours to pass through the Sadao checkpoint when entering and leaving Thailand.

As the checkpoint closed around midnight, hundreds of Malaysian tourists were unable to return in time and had to stay in hotels or sleep in their cars.

This situation created an opportunity for some border officials to extort 500-1,000 baht per car from Malaysian tourists who wanted to cross during closing hours, said Mr Songchai.

If the opening hours were extended, this leverage for bribery would be eliminated, he said.

Mr Songchai said the government should consider opening the Sadao checkpoint 24 hours a day, similar to the Malaysia-Singapore border.

The government could implement a six-month trial period for all Thailand-Malaysia checkpoints, he said.

A 24-hour operation should ease late-night traffic congestion and allow tourists to plan their trips more flexibly.

There are roughly 4,000-5,000 Malaysian arrivals daily on weekdays via the Sadao checkpoint, and 20,000 on weekends and holidays.

The number could increase by 20-30% if the opening hours were extended, he said.

Regarding concerns over increased security breaches and drug trafficking from extended border hours, Mr Songchai said the government should deploy more officers to patrol the area.

Suspicious vehicles involved in drug trafficking are often trucks, not tourist buses, and can be targeted with stricter inspection measures, he said.

According to the Tourism Ministry, during the first eight months, Songkhla welcomed over 5 million Thai and foreign visitors, a 0.67% year-on-year decrease, generating 35.2 billion baht in revenue.

As of Sept 28, Thailand had welcomed over 23.9 million foreign tourists, a 7.52% year-on-year drop.

Malaysia was the largest inbound market with 3.46 million arrivals, surpassing China, which recorded 3.38 million arrivals.

Mr Songchai said the tourism outlook for Hat Yai and Songkhla in the fourth quarter should remain on par with last year.

He said the government's "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme should at least help stimulate sluggish domestic spending in the coming months.
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                                Sweden and Thailand share a deep commitment to sustainability, blending tradition with innovation to achieve shared environmental goals, according to Anna Hammargren, the Swedish ambassador to Thailand.
.Speaking on Thursday at the Swedish-Thai Sustainable Talk Stage and Networking Reception during the the SX Sustainability Expo 2025, Ms Hammargren said "tradition and innovation, together, are the key to achieving our common sustainability goals".

According to her, a new collaboration between the two countries under Thailand's Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, which is aligned with Swedish values and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, has transformed ambitious visions into tangible actions.

She said partnerships with government, academia and the private sector are driving new solutions, with Swedish companies in Thailand showcasing how cutting-edge technologies, research and circular practices are accelerating the green transition.

Viktor Friberg, Cluster President for South East Asia & Oceania at Alfa Laval, during the talk highlighted his company's role in redefining industrial efficiency.

Specialising in heat transfer, separation and fluid handling, Alfa Laval's technologies address critical challenges in energy transition, clean water, sustainable food and marine transportation, he said.

With 40% of global emission reductions expected to come from efficiency improvements, Mr Friberg said, Alfa Laval's solutions can cut energy consumption by up to 70%.

Last year, the company set a new emissions reduction target for 2027, reinforcing its commitment to operational sustainability, he said.

Strategic partnerships, including MoUs with other Swedish firms, are accelerating innovation, reducing costs and delivering transformative solutions, he said.

Alexis Richard, General Manager of Electrolux Thailand, shared how the Stockholm-based home appliance giant has been leading the shift towards greener living since 1992.

Electrolux designs products that offer sustainable choices without compromising quality of life, he said. In 2023, the company achieved a 31% reduction in product-related greenhouse gas emissions -- three years ahead of its climate targets, he added.

He said key initiatives include a zero-landfill programme, responsible sourcing and supplier environmental footprint monitoring.

Collaborating with brands like AEG and Frigidaire, he said, Electrolux continues to innovate in taste, care and well-being, with upcoming launches of highly energy-efficient laundry and vacuum products.

Ratanasiri Tilokskulchai, Managing Director of Tetra Pak Thailand, meanwhile, emphasised that the company's mission to "protect what's good -- food, people and the planet" goes beyond packaging.

Tetra Pak's innovations tackle climate, nature, circularity and social sustainability, she said.

By reducing aluminium in its packaging, the company has cut carbon emissions by 33%, and in 2024, achieved a 25% reduction in greenhouse gases, she said.

With more fibre-based and recyclable designs, Tetra Pak is reshaping the food system with circularity at its core, she said.
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                                Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul, Vice Chair of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC), underscoring the relevance of King Rama IX's Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) in society today, says it is not about "settling for less" but about achieving sustainable, inclusive and enduring growth.
In a speech titled "Adaptation... For a Better World" at the Sustainability Expo 2025 (SX2025) on Wednesday, Ms Kobkarn said the SEP is not reserved for corporations alone. Rather, it is a guiding principle for businesses, communities and individuals alike, she added.

She noted that the SEP has often been misunderstood. For years, some critics have assumed that the philosophy discourages economic progress, equating sufficiency with complacency, she said.

"This old belief misled people into thinking SEP would never bring wealth," she said. "But in reality, SEP is about balance -- growth that is sustainable, inclusive and enduring. Foreigners believe in Thailand -- why don't we?"

The sharing session that followed also featured international perspectives.

Vibeke Lyssand Leirvag, a Norwegian entrepreneur and Vice President of the Thai-Norwegian Chamber of Commerce, described how the SEP values shaped her jewellery company.

By prioritising employee well-being and transparency, the business scaled significantly while retaining a small team of 36 Thai staff, she said.

She encouraged companies in all sectors to embrace the SEP step-by-step: "Celebrate every little win. Invest in your people. Don't expect overnight millions -- you'll lose them just as fast."

Lester Khoo, International Affairs Director of Charoen Pokphand Foods, who hails from New Zealand, explained how the SEP aligns with the CPF's role as a "sustainable kitchen of the world".

Operating in 17 countries and feeding 4 billion people, the company follows three SEP-inspired principles: loyalty to the nation, benefit for the people and profit for the company, Mr Khoo said.

"Moderation is key," he said. "Sustainability requires balance between business and nature."

Another highlight of SX2025 was the session titled "Business Models Inspired by the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy: Practical Applications and Sustainable Success".

There, Ms Kobkarn introduced Sirikul Laukaikul, brand strategist and founder of Por Laew Dee: The Creators Project on the SEP, who emphasised that SEP is not limited to agriculture but can be adapted to any business model.

Several Thai entrepreneurs also showcased their success stories.

"Penguin Eat Shabu", founded by Thanapong Wongchinsri, shifted from competition to collaboration by creating Penguin X, a platform linking restaurants with academic partners.

Khao Thammachad, led by Chinnasri Phoolra-ao, built partnerships with bakeries to ensure fair incomes for rice farmers through transparent cost management.

Onson, founded by Thamwit Limlertcharoenwanich, transformed rice into a premium local liquor while reusing waste for cattle feed and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Biovech, created by Pawarith Raksaswaphokin, worked with communities in Nan to develop herbal-based cosmetics, creating over 200 jobs and attracting major brands.

As Thailand navigates economic challenges, Ms Kobkarn emphasised, responsible personal spending and a balanced approach are key to sustaining livelihoods and ensuring long-term growth.

"Growth must be balanced and shared with all people," she said, calling on the younger generation to carry the Thai identity proudly into the global arena.

Echoing her remarks, Ms Sirikul added: "The king's philosophy is not just guidance -- it is practical know-how that has enabled Thailand to overcome challenges time and again."
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                                Thai export prices retreated further this week and hovered near nine-year lows, hurt by ample supplies and meagre demand, while Indian prices edged up from three-year lows, supported by a slight improvement in demand.
Thailand's 5% broken rice was quoted at US$345 per metric tonne on Thursday, its lowest since November 2016, down from the $350 quoted last week.

Traders attributed the price drop to flat demand.

Orders for Thai rice are mostly in small amounts and from regular buyers, a Bangkok-based trader said. Another said supply had been ample due to the ongoing harvest towards the tail end of the rainy season this month.

Thailand is keeping its export target at 7.5 million tonnes this year, a commerce ministry official said on Monday.

India

India's 5% broken parboiled variety was quoted this week at $358 to $365 per tonne, up from last week's $354-362.

Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $369-375.

Prices had hit three-year lows around mid-September, due to weak export demand and higher supplies.

"Demand is a bit better than last week, as buyers seem to realise that prices have bottomed out and probably won't drop any further," said a New Delhi-based trader.

Vietnam

Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at $440-$465 per tonne on Thursday, unchanged from a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity remains slow due to weak global demand," said a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City.

Traders said prices are under downward pressure after the Philippines, one of the largest importers, decided to extend an import suspension beyond 60 days.

Bangladesh

Domestic rice prices in Bangladesh remained elevated despite healthy reserves and strong harvests.

The price of coarse rice -- the benchmark variety for tracking market trends -- is trading between 55 and 60 taka ($0.4538-0.4950) per kilogramme, around 15-20% higher than a year ago, according to the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - China and Malaysia are in early talks for a project to process rare earths, with the sovereign wealth fund Khazanah Nasional likely to partner with a Chinese state-owned firm to build a refinery in the Southeast Asian country, people familiar with the matter said.
If the joint venture takes shape, it would represent a significant policy departure for China, the world's top supplier and refiner of rare earths, which has banned the export of its processing technology to protect its dominance of the industry.

Beijing is ready to swap its technology for access to Malaysia's untapped rare earths reserves, seeking to limit competition from Australian rival Lynas Rare Earths, which has a processing plant in the central state of Pahang, said two sources in Malaysia with knowledge of the talks.

All four sources who spoke to Reuters for this report sought anonymity because the matter is a sensitive one.

Malaysia's natural resources and trade ministries did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the talks.

Khazanah's chief investment officer, Hisham Hamdan, declined to confirm the talks or plans for the proposed refinery, saying it was "way too early", but acknowledged that rare earths were among the industries being explored by the fund.

"We do many studies on industries. ... It's something we're happy to explore and help the government, but it's at the government level, right? So I think that's as much as we can say," he told Reuters in an interview in Singapore on Thursday.

China's State Council Information Office, which handles media queries, did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment due to the National Day holiday.

Possible roadblocks ahead

A Malaysian source said the plan faced several roadblocks, however, such as China's concern whether Malaysia would be able to supply enough raw material for the plant.

Two of the sources said Malaysia was also concerned by the potential environmental impact and regulatory hurdles, since mining activities typically require approvals and licensing from both state and federal government authorities.

Malaysia has said it did not support rare earths mining in sensitive locations such as permanent forest reserves and water catchment areas.

Global manufacturers are scrambling to secure alternative supplies of rare earths, after Beijing's export curbs this year led to output delays for major automakers and magnet producers.

Malaysia has some 16.1 million tonnes of rare earth deposits, the government estimates, but lacks the technology to mine and process them.

It has banned companies from exporting raw rare earths to prevent loss of resources.

The only exception was granted in 2022 to a pilot mining project aimed at helping to set national operating and licensing guidelines for extraction of the rare earths.

Lynas, the world's largest rare earths producer outside China, signed a deal in May with officials in the eastern state of Kelantan for a future supply of mixed rare earths carbonate, seen as an effort to develop the local industry.

The proposed refinery is expected to process both light and heavy rare earths, two Malaysian sources said. These elements are critical to the manufacture of products from cars and mobile phones to military equipment.

Heavy rare earth metals, used widely in the development of clean technology, are less common, however, and some elements face shortages amid high demand.

In August, Johari Abdul Ghani, Malaysia's minister for natural resources said China was prepared to provide technical and technological assistance in processing rare earths.

However, President Xi Jinping had asked to restrict cooperation efforts to state-linked companies so as to protect trade secrets, Johari said, adding that discussions were still preliminary and no deal had been reached.

A successful deal would make Malaysia one of the few countries with both Chinese and non-Chinese rare earths processing technology, Johari added.
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                                As Thai businesses look to scale beyond borders, the question is no longer if they should go global -- but where to begin. In today's competitive landscape, choosing the right launchpad can make all the difference.   More and more Thai founders are turning to Hong Kong -- not just as a market, but as a launchpad for regional and worldwide success.
A Destination Thai Companies Are Already Choosing

This isn't just a theory -- it's already happening. This is illustrated by brands such as RAVIPA, a Thai jewellery brand known for its celebrity endorsements by figures like BLACKPINK's Lisa and Jackson Wang, opened its second store in the city within a six-month period to tap into the Hong Kong's international retail scene. Similarly, PANPURI has debuted its Thai luxury wellness concept in a prominent Hong Kong shopping mall and plans to further expand with two new locations in 2026, entering both prestigious department store and vibrant street-level site in Hong Kong. Alongside PANPURI, Big C is also bringing beloved Thai products to overseas consumers. These brands are already tapping into Hong Kong not just as a market, but as a strategic base to access consumers across Greater China and beyond.

[image: A photo of K11 Musea in Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong, where the stores of RAVIPA and PANPURI are located.]
A photo of K11 Musea in Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong, where the stores of RAVIPA and PANPURI are located.



What makes Hong Kong so attractive isn't just its location. It's the ease of doing business, the access to capital, and the international infrastructure that supports fast growth. Entrepreneurs can set up quickly, maintain full ownership, and benefit from one of Asia's most efficient tax systems. With a robust legal framework and a deep pool of professional services, Hong Kong offers a solid foundation for scaling a business.

Where Culture, Capital and Connectivity Intersect

Hong Kong isn't just business-friendly -- it's culturally familiar. The ties between the two places run deep, from tourism and food festivals to wellness and lifestyle trends. Thai brands already feel at home in the city, and local consumers are receptive to Thai products, culture, and design. This cultural connection reduces the learning curve and helps Thai businesses connect with customers more naturally and quickly.

[image: This photo was sourced from the Songkran HK Facebook page.]
This photo was sourced from the Songkran HK Facebook page.



On the capital side, Hong Kong offers one of the world's most sophisticated financial markets -- with access to funding, banking, and professional services that are essential for scaling internationally. The strength of economic ties between the two economies is clear: bilateral trade between Thailand and Hong Kong reached USD 20 billion in 2024, reflecting robust demand and growing cooperation across industries.

And when it comes to connectivity, few cities offer the same level of infrastructure -- from integrated logistics and transport to high-speed data networks and IP protection -- all within a highly efficient, English-friendly environment.

[image: Thai Firms Tap Hong Kong for Cross-Border Expansion]

Support for Thai Entrepreneurs on the Ground

Expanding internationally can be daunting, but you don't have to do it alone. Invest Hong Kong's Bangkok office provides personalised, on-the-ground support to help Thai entrepreneurs enter the Hong Kong market with confidence. From business setup and licensing to partner introductions and access to international capital markets, their team is ready to guide you through every step of the journey.

A Launchpad for Global Dreams

As Thai enterprises seek new markets and regional growth opportunities, Hong Kong continues to stand out as a strategic and accessible destination.  For many, it represents not just a gateway to Greater China, but a practical first step toward broader international engagement.

[image: Thai Firms Tap Hong Kong for Cross-Border Expansion]
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                                Tesla CEO Elon Musk on Wednesday became the first person ever to achieve a net worth of $500 billion, propelled by a rebound in the EV company's shares and surging valuations of the tech entrepreneur's other companies.
His net worth stood at $500.1 billion as of 4.15pm New York time on Wednesday, according to the Real-Time Billionaires index compiled by Forbes magazine. It had slipped back to $499.1 billion as of noon Thursday Thailand time.

Musk's fortunes are tied closely to Tesla, in which he held a 12.4% stake as of Sept 15. The stock has risen more than 14% so far this year and closed 3.3% higher on Wednesday, adding more than $6 billion to Musk's net worth.

After a turbulent start to the year, Tesla shares have trended higher as investor sentiment improved on Musk bringing his focus back to his companies.

Tesla board chair Robyn Denholm said last month that Musk was back "front and centre" at the company after several tumultuous months at the White House.

Musk recently disclosed his purchase of about $1 billion worth of shares in a huge vote of confidence for the future of Tesla as it races to make the transition from an automaker to an AI and robotics powerhouse.

Still, sagging car sales and persistent margin pressures have hurt the stock, making it one of the worst performers in the "Magnificent Seven" group of megacap tech stocks.

The Tesla board last month proposed a $1-trillion compensation plan for Musk, setting out lofty financial and operational targets for the CEO while also addressing his demands for a bigger stake in the company.

Musk's AI company xAI and the rocket company SpaceX have also seen their valuations jump this year.

xAI last had a valuation of $75 billion as of July, according to data from Pitchbook. CNBC in September reported the company was eyeing a valuation of $200 billion after a fund-raising exercise, but Musk said it was not raising any capital at the time.

Bloomberg News reported in July that SpaceX was discussing plans to raise money and sell insider shares in a deal valuing the company at around $400 billion.

Oracle founder Larry Ellison follows Musk as the second-richest person on Forbes' list, with a net worth of $350.7 billion as of Wednesday.

After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania and dropping out of Stanford University, Musk banked his first millions when he sold an online publishing software company to the US computer maker Compaq for more than $300 million in 1999.

His next company eventually merged with PayPal, and after leaving that venture, the South African-born tech entrepreneur founded space rocket company SpaceX in 2002 and became the chairman of electric carmaker Tesla in 2004.
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                SEC drafting rules for new funds that could hold a variety of digital assets
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                                Thailand is working to expand its domestic cryptocurrency exchange-traded fund plans beyond Bitcoin to include other digital tokens, with the rollout expected early next year, according to the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).
The SEC and other agencies are drafting rules for new exchange-traded funds (ETFs) that could be offered by local mutual funds and institutions, secretary-general Pornanong Budsaratragoon said, elaborating on plans announced earlier this year.

"Our possibility now is to broaden the criteria for the crypto, such as a basket of cryptocurrencies," Ms Pornanong said in an interview on Wednesday. "We want to have broader supply of those crypto assets in the ETFs."

Thailand has been accelerating its push to become a regional crypto hub, rolling out policies to make tokenised products part of mainstream investment choices.

Like other regional markets exploring the digital space, the move could attract younger participants, especially as the stock market is down 7.6% this year. These efforts would come with new risks, however, and the SEC is seeking to upgrade its oversight powers.

Currently, Thai investors can gain crypto exposure by buying tokens directly or putting money into funds managed by licensed asset management companies that invest only in overseas cryptocurrency ETFs. The new initiative would go beyond those limitations.

"Some investors, especially young people, prefer to have exposure in cryptocurrencies in their portfolios as a way to diversify," Ms Pornanong said. "One of our main tasks is to facilitate" that demand.

Crypto momentum has picked up across Thailand's financial markets. Major players such as Binance and Kasikornbank are targeting growth in the sector. Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra remains one of the country's vocal crypto advocates.

The expansion of Thailand's digital asset space coincides with the SEC's push for a bill to broaden oversight powers. The proposal would allow the regulator to order companies to suspend major transactions if financial irregularities are found.

It would also empower the SEC to investigate market-impacting cases such as insider trading, rather than relying solely on limited police resources.

The bill has cleared initial screening by legal advisers to the government, and the SEC is in talks with the new administration to accelerate parliamentary approval, Ms Pornanong said.

"Speedy enforcement against wrongdoers will definitely revive confidence in our oversight of the capital markets," she said.


	Related: Ethereum becoming the token of choice
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                                Exports are expected to grow by 6-7% this year, surpassing the previous target of 2-3%, according to the Commerce Ministry.
At an online policy briefing on Wednesday, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun outlined seven key policies as part of a "Quick Big Win" strategy aimed at addressing economic challenges and enhancing the country's trade and export capabilities.

She said using these strategies, exports are projected to expand by 6-7% year-on-year, exceeding previous estimates of 2-3%. The average monthly export value is expected to reach US$24 billion in the last four months of the year, with total exports anticipated to exceed 12 trillion baht in 2025.

Mrs Suphajee said the priorities in the next four months include finalising the agreement on reciprocal tariffs with the US, updating the rules of origin, and fully digitising certificates of origin to enhance transparency and prevent fraudulent claims.

Despite the US government shutdown, she said tariff discussions between the two nations continue uninterrupted.

To increase exports in the final quarter, the ministry plans to promote the use of existing free trade agreements (FTAs) and explore new markets such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, South Africa, India and Vietnam, as well as facilitate business matching.

Moreover, the ministry expects to finalise an FTA with South Korea by the end of this year and conclude key issues on a pact with the EU in the first quarter of 2026.

Mrs Suphajee said the ministry organised Blue Flag fairs to ease living costs in areas affected by the border dispute with Cambodia, and is providing a 100-baht-per-parcel transport subsidy with Thailand Post for small businesses in affected provinces.

Another goal is to develop alternative marketing channels and new markets to mitigate risks for businesses in the area, she said.

Cost of living

The ministry also signed a memorandum of understanding with more than 100 private hospitals to disclose medicine prices before payment, giving people the option to purchase medicines outside hospitals. This initiative is expected to save 32.4 billion baht annually, reduce overcrowding in public hospitals, and encourage greater use of private hospital services. A progress review is scheduled for Oct 7.

In addition, the ministry hosts around 1,300 Blue Flag fairs annually, helping consumers save more than 5 billion baht a year.

Stabilise crop prices

To support rice farmers, the ministry is offering low-interest loans to delay sales and prevent a glut, as well as subsidies of 1,000 baht per rai to 4.6 million farming households. Mrs Suphajee said the ministry is also pursuing rice trade deals with China, Japan and Singapore.

The ministry wants to strengthen the competitiveness and enhance the value of Thai products, with initiatives expanding access to new markets, providing credit support, and promoting quality certifications such as Thailand Trust Mark and Thai Select.

Artificial intelligence is being used to analyse supply and demand trends to ensure timely trade measures, while e-commerce channels are being expanded to connect local products with global markets.
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                Much higher growth projected in Q4
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                                New Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas says the government's economic stimulus plan will enable GDP expansion of more than 1% in the fourth quarter, up from an earlier forecast of just 0.3%.
In the first quarter of this year, the Thai economy grew by 3.2%, dipping to 2.8% in the second quarter. For the third quarter, growth is projected at 1.7%, while for the final quarter, the initial forecast was a mere 0.3%.

[image: ]


However, Mr Ekniti said five measures in the fourth quarter should help lift GDP by another 0.2-0.4 percentage points, raising growth to around 1%.

Regarding the "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme, which will be submitted to the cabinet on Oct 7, he said registration for the public will be open from Oct 20-26, with the scheme starting on Oct 29. Total spending under this scheme is estimated at 66 billion baht.

Shops wanting to participate can register from Oct 15 until the programme ends in December.

The tourism stimulus scheme for secondary cities will be submitted to the cabinet on Oct 14, with hotels allowed to deduct expenses from taxes up to double the amount, said Mr Ekniti.

This measure was previously implemented in 2018, resulting in only 200 million baht in lost state revenue.

In terms of government spending, ministries and state enterprises with budgets allocated for seminars will be required to accelerate spending over the next four months, front-loading their budgets, he said.

This budget for seminars is estimated at 6-8 billion baht and is intended to stimulate the economy, said Mr Ekniti.

Regarding the issue of baht appreciation, he said the currency has already started to weaken, as the recent appreciation mainly stemmed from a current account surplus driven by exports and capital inflows.

In terms of gold exports to Cambodia, Mr Ekniti said the converted value was only US$2 billion, which is small compared with total capital inflows.

A working group has been established to monitor inflows from untraceable transactions, sometimes considered "off the books" or "grey money", which could affect baht appreciation. The working group comprises representatives from the Anti-Money Laundering Office, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and the Fiscal Policy Office.

In a related development, finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said Khon La Khrueng Plus conditions will differ from the previous scheme when only small retailers who were not registered as juristic persons were allowed to receive payments.

This time, micro small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and small businesses registered as juristic persons are also eligible to participate.

In the Revenue Department's system, there are roughly 3,000 micro SMEs with annual revenue of under 1.8 million baht, and another 2,000 micro SMEs with annual revenue of between 1.8 million and 30 million baht.
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                                The number of arrivals and revenue from the Malaysian tourism market can increase by 20-30% if bribery at the border is resolved and the new government extends the operating hours of border checkpoints, according to Hat Yai tourism operators.
To enhance the economy, the cabinet on Tuesday proposed extending the opening hours at Thailand-Malaysia border checkpoints in response to a request from the tourism and sports minister.

Songchai Mungprasitthichai, president of the Songkhla Tourism Promotion Association, said the move should ease congestion at the border, particularly at the Sadao checkpoint.

He said during Malaysia's national holiday last month, tourist cars and buses faced queues of 3-4 hours to pass through the Sadao checkpoint when entering and leaving Thailand.

As the checkpoint closed around midnight, hundreds of Malaysian tourists were unable to return in time and had to stay in hotels or sleep in their cars.

This situation created an opportunity for some border officials to extort 500-1,000 baht per car from Malaysian tourists who wanted to cross during closing hours, said Mr Songchai.

If the opening hours were extended, this leverage for bribery would be eliminated, he said.

Mr Songchai said the government should consider opening the Sadao checkpoint 24 hours a day, similar to the Malaysia-Singapore border.

The government could implement a six-month trial period for all Thailand-Malaysia checkpoints, he said.

A 24-hour operation should ease late-night traffic congestion and allow tourists to plan their trips more flexibly.

There are roughly 4,000-5,000 Malaysian arrivals daily on weekdays via the Sadao checkpoint, and 20,000 on weekends and holidays.

The number could increase by 20-30% if the opening hours were extended, he said.

Regarding concerns over increased security breaches and drug trafficking from extended border hours, Mr Songchai said the government should deploy more officers to patrol the area.

Suspicious vehicles involved in drug trafficking are often trucks, not tourist buses, and can be targeted with stricter inspection measures, he said.

According to the Tourism Ministry, during the first eight months, Songkhla welcomed over 5 million Thai and foreign visitors, a 0.67% year-on-year decrease, generating 35.2 billion baht in revenue.

As of Sept 28, Thailand had welcomed over 23.9 million foreign tourists, a 7.52% year-on-year drop.

Malaysia was the largest inbound market with 3.46 million arrivals, surpassing China, which recorded 3.38 million arrivals.

Mr Songchai said the tourism outlook for Hat Yai and Songkhla in the fourth quarter should remain on par with last year.

He said the government's "Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme should at least help stimulate sluggish domestic spending in the coming months.
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																The copper market is long accustomed to unexpected supply hits but the catastrophic events at Freeport-McMoRan's Grasberg mine in Indonesia are unprecedented in terms of scale and potential impact.
Grasberg is the world's second-largest copper mine after Escondida in Chile. Last year's production of 815,000 metric tonnes represented 4% of global output.

What happened on the night of Sept 8 in the Block Cave part of the mine was the stuff of nightmares. A colossal 800,000-tonne mud rush erupted into the mine, travelling rapidly to multiple sections and blocking access routes.

Two workers were killed. All mining activity has been suspended while the company works to locate another five missing personnel.

Freeport's best guess is that Grasberg may return to pre-accident operating rates in 2027.

It's a big hit to an already stretched supply chain, which is why the London Metal Exchange copper price jumped to a 15-month high of US$10,485 (339,170 baht) per tonne when Freeport declared force majeure last week.

Freeport expects that other unaffected parts of Grasberg could restart operations around the middle of the fourth quarter. A ramp-up of the Block Cave mine itself could begin in the first half of next year.

Copper production will be "insignificant" in the fourth quarter and sales guidance next year has been cut by 35%.

The cumulative loss of units between Sept 8 and the end of 2026 will be almost 600,000 tonnes of contained copper, according to analysts at Benchmark Mineral Intelligence (BMI).

The output drop in the fourth quarter alone will be equivalent to next year's forecast production at Collahuasi, the world's third largest mine, BMI said.

These are only very preliminary assessments. Freeport's priority will be to find the missing workers. How much damage has been caused to the mine's infrastructure is unknown. More critically, there will have to be an investigation into what went wrong.

Freeport has been using block mining techniques at Grasberg for decades without any precedent for this month's disaster.

The timeline to full recovery is unlikely to shorten but could well stretch.

The Grasberg incident changes copper's global supply landscape.

BMI has widened its expected 2026 market supply shortfall from a marginal 72,000 tonnes to 400,000 tonnes.

Citi has also revised its global market balance estimates and projects a similar-sized deficit in 2026 and a potential further 350,000-tonne shortfall in 2027 unless prices rise significantly to incentivise more supply.

The flow-through to the refined segment of the market could be faster than would normally be the case with a mine production hit.

Grasberg has historically supplied copper concentrates to a domestic 340,000-tonnes per year smelter-refinery and exported the rest.

But raw material exports were already due to stop in October to prioritise feed for the new Manyar smelter, which after a fire-induced delay was expected to reach full 480,000-tonnes per year refined production capacity by the end of this year.

That schedule may now be in doubt, depending on how much concentrate has been stocked to feed the ramp-up.

Copper mining can be a dangerous and unpredictable business as producers dig ever deeper and take on ever more challenging environments to get the stuff out of the ground.

Grasberg is the third major incident this year.

Ivanhoe Mines' Kakula mine in the Democratic Republic of Congo was hit by seismic activity and subsequent flooding in May. The company is still in the process of pumping water out of the most affected section.

State Chilean producer Codelco experienced a tunnel collapse at its El Teniente mine in July resulting in six fatalities. The causes are still being investigated.

Copper's vulnerability to such extreme events is well understood by the market. Analysts factor in a disruption allowance in their supply forecasts, although most will likely be adjusting it wider after this year's string of mine hits.

But risk is becoming more concentrated as the world relies on a small group of mega mines to sustain production growth.

BMI estimates that the world's 20 largest copper mines will account for 36% of global output this year and each of them faces its own unique combination of geological, operational and social challenges.

Their sheer size means that if something goes wrong, it is likely to go wrong at scale, meaning an outsize impact on the global supply chain -- as the market has just found out. Reuters

Andy Home is a senior metals columnist at Reuters.
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																'Predictions are hard, especially about the future' (Danish proverb), but still we make them, especially when we care about the future. Here are some about the future of the United States in the next three and a bit years, expressed as probabilities, although you should not trust the numbers.
If an event has zero probability, then we need not waste any further time on it. If some development seems at all possible, we can investigate the probability further by creating scenarios and considering their plausibility. For example, is there going to be a civil war in the United States?

"Budyet grazhdanskaya voyna?" was the question every foreign journalist got asked daily by ordinary Russians in the last years of the old Soviet Union. ("Will there be a civil war?") I would always say 'no', and that turned out to be right. I'm hearing the same question now with an American accent, so let's try it again.

Like the Civil War of 1861-65, an American civil war in the 2020s would technically be about states' rights. It would also have elements of religious war, race war, and old-fashioned left-right ideological struggle, but the main division would be between large blocs of 'red' and 'blue' states.

Most cities are 'blue', and one by one, they are coming under siege by the red-controlled federal government. The reds (Republicans) are hard right, and the blues (Democrats) are centre-left, although President Donald Trump and his friends call them a "radical left terror group".

The US Army is generally complying with orders of questionable legality from the White House to assist in occupying blue cities. (The Judge Advocate General's Department, which would normally provide soldiers with legal reasons to refuse illegal orders, has been gutted in recent months.) But National Guard citizen soldiers are no good for the hard stuff.

Mr Trump's shock troops are the ICE troopers (Immigration and Customs Enforcement), a 20,000-strong masked-up private army directly answerable to him. The fourth blue city to be picked off, just last week, is Portland, Oregon, which Mr Trump described as "war-ravaged" (ie there were demonstrators).

So what should Oregon Governor Tina Kotek do? (She told Mr Trump "we don't need help", to no avail.) She and her fellow blue-state governors are the only source of constitutional authority that has not fallen under MAGA control. If they are arrested, it's all over, and there are ICE offices in every state.

The governors almost certainly have contingency plans in place already to avoid arrest and work from hiding. They might not exercise that option if push came to shove, but they'd be foolish not to keep it in reserve.

This is not a likely scenario, but it is certainly plausible. And it's America, where most people have guns, so the civil war could kick off right there. People find it hard to believe that it could come like that, practically overnight, but in fact, big changes of that kind usually happen overnight. You wake up in a different world.

I'm not predicting that this will happen, but it is a non-zero possibility. Maybe a 10% probability, maybe less. But I'd be less confident about saying no to an American civil war than I was in the old Soviet Union, because there I couldn't figure out how people would choose sides. In the United States, unfortunately, I can.

There are lots of less awful scenarios we could imagine, but few good ones. Turning the United States into an authoritarian state on the model of Hungary, with 'free' but entirely predictable elections, would be a betrayal of a quarter-millennium of American history. (Probability 30%?)

Invading the neighbours (Canada and Greenland) rarely works out well in the 21st century. (10-15%) Tariff wars end in tears all round. (70%) But the most depressing scenario suggests that the US has begun a high-speed recapitulation of the past century of Argentinian history. That would deliver it to the state Argentina is in now in only 20 or 30 years.

I'm not suggesting a probability for that, because I cannot believe how high it seems.
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																What I am covering today is a sensitive issue that all economic research houses, both government and private, avoid talking about. That is the economic impact of the border dispute between Thailand and Cambodia.
These research houses widely analysed the impact of Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs on Thai exports and GDP, but chose to be mute on the Thai-Cambodia trade impact.

Surely, readers understand why the issue is sensitive. Because it involves national sovereignty and pride. Whoever dares criticise the issue would immediately be accused of treachery. Therefore, no Thai economists will mention that the trade surplus with Cambodia is about 1.5% of GDP or about 280 billion baht. Loosing such a surplus, Thai GDP growth could be 1.5% lower.

The closure of the border has already taken its toll. Thai exports to Cambodia (in value) dropped 26.6% in July and 28.5% in August, while imports from Cambodia were more than 50% lower.

Those who argue that only big businesses are suffering from the trade loss forget the fact that big businesses employ workers to produce products and source supplies and services from SMEs. No one can escape the economic impact.

The less than 30% drop in export volume, despite the closure of borders starting at the end of June, clearly indicates that the closure order is only partially effective in stopping trade flow. This raises the question as to whether there is a more effective means.

Readers might think that I must suggest reopening the borders to allow the free flow of goods as economic well-being is more important than sovereignty. Wrong. If Thailand has to lose 1.5% of GDP, so be it. I'm as patriotic as the next Thai, but I want a more effective means to retaliate against Cambodian aggression.

May I suggest an option to keep our trade surplus and have Cambodians learn expensive lessons for meddling with Thai sovereignty? This option is to tax both the import of goods from Cambodia and exports to Cambodia.

A 19% tariff should be imposed on imports from Cambodia and a 5% tariff should be imposed for exports. I will use the 2024 figures as the basis for an explanation. Please do not be quick to think that imposing import and export taxes is not possible under the Asean Free Trade Agreement. Remember, if there is a will, there is a way.

The loophole is that these 19% and 5% charges are not import and export taxes. Instead, they are fees for import/export permits. Those who want to import from and export to Cambodia must obtain special permits. The fee for the permit would be 19% of import value and 5% of export value. I would think requiring fees for permits do not violate free trade rules.

Another loophole is the "special VAT" on goods to and from Cambodia. Indonesia has two VAT rates -- one for the import of luxury good and one for import of non-luxury goods. I trust that the new finance minister is smart enough to find a suitable solution to taxing Cambodia without violation Asean trade rules.

Why the 19% and 5% rates? Well, 19% is the same as Mr Trump's reciprocal tariff on Cambodian exports to the US. If Cambodia has no problem paying 19% to Mr Trump, they should have no problem paying 19% on their exports to Thailand.

Based on 2024 trade data, our exports to Cambodia are 7.5 times larger than our imports, which is the reason for the large trade surplus with that country. Therefore, it is in our interests to keep this export flow high. The imposed 5% rate should be small enough to keep our products competitive in the Cambodian market but big enough to remind Cambodian consumers there is a price to pay if their government continues the border dispute with Thailand.

The fun part is the income from the export/import permit fees.

Again, based on 2024 figures, a 19% charge on Cambodian imports is about 8.2 billion baht and a 5% charge on exports to Cambodia is 16.2 billion baht. May I suggest that the 8.2 billion baht be used exclusively to build a permanent border fence? They caused the dispute and they can pay us to build that expensive fence.

It is estimated that the cost of building a permanent fence along the 800-kilometre border is 12 billion baht. The Thai government might not have enough for the job. This is the perfect source of funding. Construction work could start as soon as Thailand starts collecting import permit fees.

The 16.2 billion baht in export permit fees can be used to better the welfare of affected Thai citizens living along the border, such as rebuilding schools, repairing roads, and upgrading hospitals. Also, the funds can be used to boost the morale of the soldiers protecting our land.

Another advantage to reopening the border with fees is that Thailand Plus One, the regional supply chain programme, can work again. Companies in the programme would not only be able to secure necessary supplies from Cambodia, but also might be able to get a rebate on import permit fees. This will keep their costs unchanged. The Plus One programme is beneficial to the Thai economy as final products would be assembled in Thailand.

Cambodia would not like these permit fees, especially the fact the money will be utilised to build the fence to prevent them from encroaching on Thai soil. But what choice do they have?

They would have to find new markets to replace 48.5 billion baht of exports to Thailand. If they cannot, regardless of what their leaders say, the people of Cambodia will suffer.

Trying to replace Thai imports to save the 5% permit fee might prove to be counter-productive. Thai exporters can easily bear the burden of the price hike to maintain their market share in Cambodia. I think the quality of Thai products and business ties would override the incentives to find new suppliers.

The decision is then with Thailand. It is a great feeling to be in control of the game.

The first option is to keep the border closed and risk losing the 1.5% of GDP trade surplus. It is not an effective means to control product flow as 70% of Thai exports still leak into Cambodia and 50% of Cambodian products still reach the Thai market.

By the way, the 1.5% of GDP trade surplus is equivalent to more than 1 million jobs.

The second option is reopening the borders and collecting permit fees. The plus is that Thailand would have a free wall to prevent Cambodia bothering us for years to come, not to mention better welfare for affected citizens and soldiers serving our country.

My suggestions might not be to everyone's liking. Please give them a thought. It is always nice to have options.
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																Public confusion and registration system glitches beset the launch of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's "No Mixed Waste" programme that took effect yesterday.
While the programme, which aims to cut back city waste through new collection fees, is noble, the blunder suggests the BMA is not doing enough.

Under the programme, city dwellers or those producing less than 20 litres of garbage a day, are required to follow waste collection guidelines, registering through the "BKK Waste Pay" app.

They must prove that they are sorting garbage as required in exchange for a monthly collection fee discount: 20 baht or two-thirds less from the new 60-baht fee. BMA has also introduced a tiered fee structure for restaurants and shopping malls.

City residents who do not participate, however, will have to pay the full fee. They cannot reapply for the lower rate after six months.

Every six months, each household has to prove they are still sorting waste as recommended to remain eligible for the programme.

Apparently, the programme has met a lukewarm response from city residents. Some 230,000 households registered with the system as of Sept 4, which is a disappointing figure given the city's population.

There were reports that at least one district in Thon Buri experienced an online registration system crash on Sept 30, just one day before the programme launch.

Phasi Charoen district office said it required two days to fix the system, which astounded residents. After all, it's not their fault that they couldn't register for the scheme in time.

The BMA FB page put up a poster reminding people of the programme on Sept 30 but netizens asking questions were left unanswered.

More importantly, some city residents still have no clue what to do after they separate the waste into four types recommended (food waste, recyclable waste, e-waste, and general waste).

They cannot distinguish among various types of recyclable waste, or types of waste which are hard to recycle, known as "orphan waste''. Some are unsure if they have to acquire colour-coded bins.

Needless to say, the BMA needs to improve its PR campaign for such a programme to be a success.

The programme is indeed noble given the objective of reducing waste in a city that creates an enormous amount of it, more than 12.7 tonnes per day as of 2023. It just requires improvement in terms of the practical measures.

The BMA and its district offices need to include communities more, with regard to waste collection spots for each type of waste.

It should consider providing incentives for community groups or members who pitch in with waste collection efforts.

With regard to e-waste, it's apparent few residents are aware of its impact on health and the environment, if it is not properly treated. Although the BMA has said it would designate collection spots for this type of waste, they are not to be found anywhere so far. Some department stores and education outlets have provided special bins for this type of waste in the past but on a tiny scale.

Waste management is more than trash collecting: it is about good management and collaboration. The BMA, rather than doing it alone, has to seek partners to help it in this uphill task.
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																The US dollar remains the world's leading reserve currency, but recent developments -- particularly President Donald Trump's unilateral economic diplomacy, including weaponisation of the dollar -- have fuelled doubts about whether it will maintain that status. While some of America's geopolitical rivals may hope to displace the dollar, the real challenge facing Asian economies is to manage the vulnerabilities created by their heavy dependence on it.
To be sure, no other currency currently rivals the dollar's credibility and global reach. While geopolitical tensions and the risk of sanctions have fuelled diversification efforts, the greenback's international dominance is unlikely to diminish in the near term.

That is not necessarily good news for Asean+3 countries, because their longstanding reliance on the dollar makes them acutely exposed to US monetary-policy shifts and global financial shocks. Asian policymakers must therefore focus on bolstering financial resilience through deeper regional cooperation -- not necessarily a euro-style monetary union, but rather pragmatic measures aimed at reducing risks and enhancing strategic autonomy.

For decades, the dollar has underpinned Asia's trade and financial flows, reflecting both supply-chain linkages and the greenback's status as a safe haven. In South Korea and Thailand, for example, more than 70% of trade with China and Asean countries is invoiced in dollars. For emerging economies in particular, dollar assets offer unmatched liquidity and reliability, even as they create structural vulnerabilities.

Those vulnerabilities, though, can be severe. US monetary tightening often triggers capital outflows and sharp currency depreciation, leaving borrowers who earn in local currencies and borrow in dollars with higher debt burdens.

This currency mismatch was at the core of the 1997-98 Asian financial crisis, which devastated economies throughout the region, necessitating intervention by the International Monetary Fund.

Asean+3 policymakers today remain keenly aware that Federal Reserve rate hikes could once again destabilise their economies. To mitigate such risks, many countries in the region have amassed large foreign-exchange reserves -- mostly in US Treasuries -- as a form of self-insurance. These strategic stockpiles reflect both the painful lessons of past crises and the lingering "IMF stigma" that discourages reliance on external bailouts.

The idea of an Asian common currency, which briefly gained traction after the 1997 crisis, has since faded, as the continent's diverse political systems, economies, and cultures make such an undertaking unfeasible. Instead, attention has shifted to more pragmatic, incremental initiatives.

For starters, advances in digital technology are enabling faster, cheaper cross-border settlements, driving demand for regional payment systems. Asean countries are currently piloting QR-code-based cross-border payment systems, while several central banks in East Asia are exploring distributed ledger platforms for multi-currency transactions.

But these efforts should not remain fragmented pilots. Asean+3 economies must work together to scale up and integrate payment systems, thereby reducing transaction costs and exchange-rate risks in intra-regional trade and tourism.

Another challenge is to reinforce regional financial safety nets. With a lending capacity of US$240 billion (7.8 trillion baht), the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralisation provides liquidity to Asean+3 economies facing balance-of-payments crises.

Building on the work of the Asean+3 Macroeconomic Research Office (AMRO), member economies hope to strengthen the CMIM by introducing a Rapid Financing Facility and are considering paid-in capital contributions. Such reforms would make the CMIM more flexible and credible, enabling it to respond more effectively to sudden dollar-related shocks.

Strengthening resilience through regional financial cooperation offers Asian economies a far better path than direct confrontation with the dollar.

To guard against dollar-related shocks, they must build on existing Asean+3 initiatives in three core policy areas.

First, expanding local-currency settlement in trade and investment, especially through bilateral and regional currency swap arrangements, could help reduce vulnerabilities.

Such frameworks -- already operational between countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand -- have proven effective in lowering transaction costs and mitigating risks.

Second, policymakers should advance the internationalisation of Asian currencies. Wider use of the yen, renminbi, and others in cross-border trade and finance could help reduce currency mismatches, even if none is positioned to replace the dollar globally.

The third priority is to standardise financial platforms and promote interoperability across payment and settlement systems.

AMRO has highlighted the importance of digital financial infrastructure, including fast payment networks, which could complement regional initiatives like Project mBridge and Project Guardian.

Standardisation and interoperability will be key to scaling these systems beyond the pilot stage.

Again, this is not to suggest that Asean+3 should follow in the European Union's footsteps and adopt a single currency.

But by elevating major Asian currencies, harmonising digital payment systems, and maintaining robust regional financial safety nets, governments can build a more resilient monetary ecosystem.

These measures would complement the dollar rather than replace it, safeguarding Asia's growth and stability amid deepening global uncertainty. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Yasuto Watanabe is Director of the Asean+3 Macroeconomic Research Office (AMRO). Hiro Ito is Professor of Economics at Portland State University.
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																As business, government and nonprofit leaders debate the future of climate action ahead of the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP30) in Brazil, the global economy remains vulnerable to acute and chronic climate-driven shocks whose impact could be more severe than that of the 2008 global financial crisis. At a time when many governments and businesses continue to underestimate and underprice physical climate risk, we must remember that neither financial markets nor regulators are always right. What if their current complacency about climate risks is catastrophically wrong?
The 2008 financial crisis and its aftermath showed how fast our expectations can be shattered. In the mid-2000s, deregulation and simplification were the norm: balance sheets were run thin, and profits and losses ran high. Financial engineering boomed as risks were packaged, diluted, and obfuscated, and as credit was given where it hadn't been earned.

In the face of all this, expressions of concern were drowned out by the din of transactions. But the signs were there. The fundamentals were not right.

By late 2008, the global economy was teetering on the brink of collapse. In the space of days, longstanding banking giants were swept away. Only government bailouts prevented the entire financial system from melting down.

The post-crisis banking sector looks very different from the one that preceded it. Owing to tougher rules and tighter oversight, good governance and resilience restored trust in the banking sector. Long-term investors -- pension funds and insurance companies -- patiently endured years of expensive recovery before value was restored and dividends resumed. If the banks had gone, so, too, would those holdings, and most of today's financial system with them.

The post-crisis era was marked by collective humility and acceptance of systemic risk. This was reflected in the Financial Stability Board's recognition in 2015 of climate change as perhaps the greatest systemic threat of all.

Ten years later, however, our systems and processes remain ill-equipped to measure and manage the systemic risks posed by climate change. With the focus on climate issues slipping down investors' agendas, this is a dangerous lapse. From broken supply chains and damaged assets to infrastructure shocks, public health crises, and community disruption, many businesses are already feeling the profound impact of climate change.

Nor is the problem confined to headline-grabbing disasters. Subtle, chronic effects are quietly eroding value, often in ways that our systems are ill-equipped to detect or manage. Once again, the fundamentals are not right.

Data from NASA underscores this point. US satellites show that the intensity of extreme weather events is now double the average recorded in the 2003-20 period. This trend has tragic consequences for human well-being. In Africa, for example, 23 million people faced acute hunger in 2023, owing to record droughts.

The global economy is also taking a beating. Research by the World Economic Forum finds that weather-related damage to businesses, infrastructure, and other fixed assets may have almost tripled since 2000. The bill for the last decade topped $2 trillion, with costs in 2022-23 alone reaching $451 billion.

Yet rather than take steps to mitigate these risks, many investors, corporations, and governments continue to incentivise activities that compound them. Leading companies must battle to convince their boards and investors to buy into forward-looking strategies. Banks -- the traditional stewards of opportunity -- are struggling to manage lending risk associated with new and emerging technologies. The business case for pre-emptive resilience and innovation just isn't clear enough to overcome the allure of the status quo. In other words, markets are getting things very wrong once again.

One exception is the insurance industry. Experts at pricing risk, these firms are learning fast. Between 2023-24, climate-related disasters forced insurers to shell out $143 billion in claims payments. More and more of them are doing the math and concluding that climate coverage simply doesn't add up. They must either hike premiums to exorbitant levels or exit the disaster-risk market altogether.

The latter scenario is all too likely. Gunther Thallinger, a board member at the global insurer Allianz, recently warned that "entire regions are becoming uninsurable" as key asset classes degrade "in real time". If markets haven't realised this, that is because it takes time to work through the system.

The parallels to past crises are clear. Again, expressions of concern are being drowned out. This time, though, the stakes are higher, the effects are more widespread, and the consequences will be irreversible. The global economy has a massive blind spot, and unlike in 2008, there is no one on the winning side of the short bet. We all will lose.

Of course, there is a difference between a systemic blind spot and an ordinary one. We know the spot is there, but our financial system cannot address it until it is translated into monetary terms. For this, we need to mobilise executive action across the private sector to improve how we measure, manage, and respond to climate risks. Working with capital providers, standard setters, and policymakers, we need to align actionable information with the need to allocate capital towards climate-change mitigation and adaptation.

But having the numbers is not enough. To paraphrase Ernest Hemingway, climate collapse is a process that happens slowly, then all at once. Businesses and investors must create and maintain the capacity for rapid change within our organisations and across our value chains and spheres of influence. This starts with humility and acceptance of systemic risk.

The 2008 financial crisis shocked the world and demonstrated that nothing can be taken for granted. The stakes now are far higher, and there can be no bailouts. We must pursue pre-emptive action, and we must do it immediately. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Fiona Watson is Vice President of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development.
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																US President Donald Trump lambasted the United Nations on opening day for its failure to stop global crises in the midst of major regional wars, humanitarian disasters, looming security threats, never mind costly bureaucratic waste. But as the leader of the most prominent and founding UN member state, he then added that the world organisation isn't living up to its potential, and scathingly challenged, "What's the purpose of the United Nations?" The old rebuke, "You can do better!" Sometimes it works.
The 80th General Assembly, which was supposed to originally be a celebration of the UN's founding in San Francisco in 1945, turned out to be a gloomy and plaintive session as most of us sadly expected. Founded from the ruins of the Second World War, the new multinational organisation would offer the brave new world a future of peace and security. Then postwar reality intervened.

Key crises confront the UN and the global community.

Ukraine's conflict, the largest war in Europe since World War II, devastates a central European country and, as importantly, imperils neighbouring states. Thus, beyond millions of refugees and massive human carnage, the war is spilling over into neighbouring Nato countries.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky, in a powerful address to the Assembly, stated bluntly; Ukraine has no security guarantees, except friends and weapons". What can the UN really do, he asked. He rhetorically cited, "What can Sudan or Somalia or Palestine or any other people living through war really expect from the UN or the global system?" He added, "For decades, just statements and statements."

"Weapons decide who survives," he stated bluntly. Mr Zelensky's address was assertive, confident and combative. He earned the right.

Peace negotiations are a process; often slow, stop/start, jolt and then movement. Ukraine's long-awaited ceasefire is yet to happen. Russia's war slogs on.

Secretary General Antonio Guterres commended the efforts by the United States and others seeking to facilitate diplomatic solutions to the conflict. Nevertheless, progress on achieving a ceasefire and a lasting peace settlement remains "painfully slow". He added, "We cannot afford to lose the current diplomatic momentum, fragile as it may be."

The perennial Palestine debate continued to be energised by the ongoing fighting and Gaza's humanitarian tragedy. As promised, key Western powers recognised the State of Palestine; France, Britain, Canada and Portugal, among others, made the diplomatic gesture. Palestine's President Mahmoud Abbas spoke by video-link to the Assembly, thanking the Europeans and at the same time condemning the horrific Hamas terror attacks on Israel on 7 Oct 2023. Hamas "will have no role in governing", he promised.

When Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke defiantly before the General Assembly, he was publicly insulted by a crass walkout of Arab and Muslim diplomats who left the hall to the cheers of many remaining delegations. Mr Netanyahu responded, reminding delegates of Israel's stand and why he opposes the Two-State solution. He intoned, "The Palestinians, they don't believe in this solution. They never have. They don't want a state next to Israel. They want a Palestinian state instead of Israel."

United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan underscored the necessity for a Gaza ceasefire and rejected any potential Israeli annexation of Palestinian territories during a meeting with Mr Netanyahu in New York.

Then came the diplomatic breakthrough in Washington. The Trump administration, working in overdrive with both Israel and Arab states, outlined a 21-point deal to stop the fighting, gain the release of the Israeli hostages, and demilitarise and rebuild Gaza under international auspices. Though Hamas has yet to accept, it's under strong pressure from the Arab states and the threat of renewed Israeli military operations. European countries hailed Donald Trump's plan to end the Gaza war.

What may be a major win for Mideast peace reflects closed-door diplomacy and some sideline discussions at the UN Assembly. Earlier, during a meeting with the Secretary General, Mr Trump stressed, " I think the potential of the United Nations is incredible, really incredible... So, I'm behind it. I may disagree with it sometimes, but I am so behind it because I think the potential for peace with this institution is so great." Within a week, these sentiments were proven right.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																This year, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) has launched the bloc's new goal -- New Asean 2045: Our Shared Future and its Strategic Plans. Under this, it is worth reflecting on the words of Vincent Van Gogh: Great things are done by a series of small things brought together.
This sentiment aptly captures Asean's approach to laying a robust foundation to establish an Asean Community.

The aspiration to march as one community for Asean is not new. Ten years ago, leaders across the bloc set a strategic course for the next phase of Asean's economic integration agenda: an integrated, resilient, and inclusive Asean economy that drives sustainable growth, fuels innovation, and strengthens the region's global economic standing.

In 2015, the Asean Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint 2025, was adopted alongside the Asean Political-Security Community (APSC) and Asean Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprints 2025 during the 27th Asean Summit that year.

The first blueprint has served as a crucial instrument for the bloc to create a regional community.

Groundwork for Growth

The past decade has shown positive results in Asean trade and investment.

Between 2015 and 2024, Asean's gross domestic product (GDP) soared from US$2.5 trillion to $3.9 trillion, reflecting an impressive average annual growth rate of 5.1%.

Total merchandise trade in the bloc also climbed from $2.3 trillion in 2015 to $3.8 trillion in 2024.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) nearly doubled from $115.4 billion in 2015 to $226 billion in 2024.

Even the services trade reached a record $1.3 trillion, underscoring competitiveness in digital services, logistics, finance, and tourism.

Notably, intra-Asean flows underscored the region's resilience. Intra-regional trade has consistently anchored Asean's economic dynamism, averaging 22.1% of total merchandise trade between 2016 and 2024.

On the investment side, intra-Asean inflows reached $31.5 billion in 2024, making up 13.9% of total investment -- positioning it as the second-largest FDI source after the United States.

Beyond resilience, this trend highlights the deepening of regional value chains and reinforces Asean's integration as an engine of growth.

The benefits of Asean's economic integration extend well beyond headline figures.

At the enterprise level, AEC initiatives have bolstered productivity, resulting in $340 in additional output per worker. Employment rose by 1%, creating 4 million new jobs in the region, while wages increased by 5%, adding an average of $16 per month to workers' income.

It cannot go without saying the benefits for women in the Asean community. Female workforce participation reached 66%, among the highest in emerging economies.

For the business community, the AEC-related blueprints focus on trade facilitation and regulatory reform. The outcome is a more predictable and efficient environment for cross-border trade.

Initiatives such as the Asean Single Window, the Asean Customs Transit System, and the Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature have collectively enabled faster, cheaper, and more predictable movement of goods across the region. For example, customs clearance times have been reduced from 14 days to just three, resulting in significantly lower costs and faster market access.

One regional e-commerce firm reported a 25% increase in cross-border sales. At the same time, other companies cited cost savings of up to 40% due to the elimination of repetitive procedures.

The elimination of tariffs on 98% of goods under the Asean Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA), along with greater free trade agreement utilisation, also improved competitiveness for regional producers and exporters.

Cumulatively, these initiatives are estimated to have driven a $540 billion uplift in intra-Asean trade and an additional $1.4 trillion in extra-Asean trade, particularly with Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) partners and other key external markets.

Asean's progress is also exemplified by its commitment to digital transformation. With interconnected digital payments, booming e-commerce platforms, increased mobile connectivity, and its leading role in innovation and global tech supply chains, the region is set to unleash a $2-trillion digital economy by 2030, according to a Boston Consulting Group projection.

Another hallmark of Asean's recent success is its thriving tourism industry. With sustained high-quality standards across its iconic destinations, Asean continues to attract visitors from around the world.

Despite a sharp drop to 2.9 million tourist arrivals in 2021, Asean swiftly adapted. Enhanced transport integration and widespread adoption of digital payments have encouraged tourists to explore beyond single borders, turning regional travel into a seamless experience.

These coordinated efforts fuelled a dramatic rebound, with tourist arrivals soaring to 127.1 million last year, underscoring Asean's enduring appeal and adaptability.

Despite these impressive achievements, significant challenges and opportunities remain. One of the most pressing is the need to embed sustainability more deeply into Asean's economic growth model.

These trends underscore the urgency of integrating sustainable principles into Asean's forward-looking strategies, as outlined in the Asean Strategy for Carbon Neutrality, the Framework for Circular Economy for the Asean Economic Community, and the Asean Blue Economy Framework.

Navigating Uncertainties with Asean 2045

The recent adoption of the Asean Community Vision 2045 and its Strategic Plans at the 46th Asean Summit in May 2025 reflects this forward-looking spirit, setting out a clear agenda for building a resilient, innovative, dynamic, and people-centred community by 2045.

Central to this vision is the Asean Economic Community (AEC) Strategic Plan 2026-2030. The new plan goes beyond deepening regional integration. It also focuses on advancing regional resilience across crucial areas such as supply chains, food security, energy stability, and its future-ready workforces, ensuring Asean remains adaptable and competitive in a rapidly changing world.

The commitment to continuous improvement and inclusive progress will be key to shaping a more robust and sustainable AEC, one that delivers lasting benefits to businesses and communities across the region and secures Asean's place as a leading force in the global economy.

Satvinder Singh is Deputy Secretary-General of Asean for Asean Economic Community (AEC).
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																The recurring failure to maintain a quorum during the debate on the Clean Air Bill highlights a fundamental lapse in the primary duty of members of parliament.
The long-awaited legislation, initiated by citizen groups demanding action against the worsening PM2.5 pollution back in 2022, was stalled yet again last week.

The House session, which was debating the bill's content article by article during its second reading, collapsed due to an insufficient number of members being present, resulting in a lack of quorum.

The following blame game reveals an unusual political situation. The arrangement has deepened the political feud between the former coalition leader, the Pheu Thai Party, and the swing vote, the People's Party.

The government, led by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul from the Bhumjaithai Party, is operating as a minority coalition, commanding only 146 MPs. It only managed to secure the premiership through an agreement with the main opposition People's Party, with conditions including demands for Mr Anutin to pave the way for a constitutional rewrite and dissolve parliament in four months.

Consequently, the Bhumjaithai-led minority government finds itself in a difficult position to reliably summon the required quorum to pass legislation.

The recent collapse of the Clean Air Bill deliberation attests to the precarious political situation and how partisan manoeuvring can supersede the public interest.

Pheu Thai has taken a heavy beating following the failure. After all, the party's Chiang Mai MP Jakraphol Tangsuthitham chairs the bill's drafting committee. More importantly, the party's core base in the North is composed of people who have suffered most from the seasonal haze and PM2.5 pollution over the past many years.

Sadly, only a few Pheu Thai MPs were present during the Clean Air Bill debate. News reports indicated that only 27% of its total 140 MPs attended the session -- a stark contrast to the 90% attendance from the People's Party and 80% from the Bhumjaithai Party.

Mr Jakraphol has publicly urged all parties to cease blame-shifting and join forces to ensure the law is enacted, establishing a basic human right, holding polluters responsible, and providing funds to provide medical treatment and compensate those affected.

However, other Pheu Thai figures and supporters have adopted a more belligerent stance. Pheu Thai continues to argue that maintaining the quorum is the government's duty. It also holds a somewhat simplistic position that if Mr Anutin could command 331 votes to secure the premiership, he should be able to control the same number of MPs when it comes to passing essential legislation.

However, these arguments fail to hold against the gravity of the PM2.5 problem, which is set to return this winter. Air pollution is a non-partisan issue that affects every citizen and must be addressed with urgent and sincere action.

This is no time for politicking. The duty to attend parliamentary sessions and facilitate the legislative process is shared by all MPs, regardless of their political party affiliation or whether they are in the government or the opposition. Any MPs who neglect this duty and fail to defend the public interest have fundamentally failed in their role and deserve to be publicly called to account.
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																At the 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), Thailand and Cambodia verbally clashed again over their border dispute. What stood out was not just the usual complaints, but the gap between quiet promises made behind closed doors and loud posturing in public.
As per a US request for informal four-party consultations (Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia and the US) just a day earlier on the sidelines of UNGA, both countries talked peace, dialogue, mutual trust, and confidence. Yet, less than 24 hours later, during the UNGA general debate session, Phnom Penh quickly abandoned that tone.

In his speech, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sokhonn Prak accused Thailand of aggression, portrayed his country as the victim, and made a long list of accusations against Thailand. Apparently, Cambodia was hoping to use the meeting in New York City to trumpet its own causes to the world body and hope everyone would listen and then take Cambodia's side.

That was not to be.

In his own speech, newly appointed Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow minced no words in lambasting what was said by Sokhonn Prak as "completely opposite" to what had been said a day earlier at the four-party consultations. "It reveals the true intention of Cambodia. The allegations are so far-fetched that they make a mockery of the truth," he declared.

From the beginning, he reiterated that Cambodia initiated the conflict with the intention of expanding a border dispute into a national conflict and further internationalising it. He also told the international community of the real victims -- the Thai soldiers maimed by landmines, schoolchildren whose classrooms were shelled, and shoppers hit by numerous missiles.

Furthermore, he also pointed out that the Cambodian villages inside Thai territory exist only because Bangkok opened its borders in the 1970s out of compassion during Cambodia's civil war. That humanitarian gesture has since been twisted into an encroachment. At the time, Mr Sihasak was a young desk official working on the Cambodian conflict, so he was well aware of the border's condition at that time.

He also pointed out that even though the civil war has ended and the shelters closed, the Cambodian villages have expanded over the decades. "Despite Thailand's repeated protests, Cambodia has ignored those requests to address this encroachment," he reiterated.

To document events, the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided further details to all foreign missions and diplomats regarding those events. On Saturday alone, Cambodian troops fired 12 mortar rounds, 15 machine-gun rounds, grenades, and small arms at Thai positions in Ubon Ratchathani. Hidden cameras had been set up in advance to record Thai responses, suggesting a staged provocation. When Bangkok exercised restraint, Phnom Penh immediately disseminated disinformation, claiming that Thai forces had fired first.

Notably, this was not an isolated incident. From Sept 11-27, the Thai army recorded over 200 drone incursions, force buildups, trench digging inside Thai territory, grenade attacks, and repeated gunfire. Specifically, on Sept 17, Cambodia even mobilised 200 civilians to cross into Thai territory and tear down barbed wire, forcing Thai police to disperse them with non-lethal means.

On Sept 24, a Cambodian tank was deployed within firing range of Thai positions near the Phra Viharn/Preah Vihear Hill. In addition, on Sept 25, grenades were hurled at Thai troops. Then, on Saturday, the same playbook returned -- heavy weapons fire was timed to coincide with the visit of a Cambodian interim observer team -- to create false optics for the international community.

The pattern is rather obvious for all to see -- provocation comes first, cameras must be ready, and disinformation will follow with the wrap-up at the UN podium.

Such behaviour, the ministry said, violates Thailand's sovereignty and the Putrajaya ceasefire agreement signed on July 28, as well as agreed measures from both the General Border Committee (GBC) and the Regional Border Committee (RBC) meetings. Both sides agreed in these meetings to halt fire with all weapons and refrain from provocative acts. Peace and de-escalation will not happen if there is no sincerity across the border.

Despite heavy public pressure for the Anutin government to be more assertive, Thai forces, after agreeing to a ceasefire, have responded with measured and proportionate actions. The ministry's note verbale to all diplomatic missions underscores Thailand's position in pursuing dialogue, Asean mechanisms, and peaceful resolution.

At the UN General Assembly, the mood was clear. UN delegates want de-escalation, consistency and credibility. Furthermore, they do not want another lingering conflict. The world has plenty of wars to worry about -- one in Ukraine and one in the Middle East, not to mention the conflicts in Myanmar and civil wars on the African continent. Thailand's fact-based rebuttal augurs well with the prevailing UN mood.

Truth be told, by staging provocations, filming them, and then crying victim at the UN, Cambodia has served an untimely dish and undermined its own credibility.

Wrapping up his rebuttal on Cambodia, Mr Sihasak pointed out that both countries face a defining choice. "As a close neighbour and as a friend, we must ask Cambodia which path they wish to take -- the path of continued confrontation or the path of peace and cooperation," he added.

The ceasefire is still fragile but is holding. Both countries can follow the UNGA's theme, "Better Together," by honouring their commitments in full.
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									When health becomes the new status symbol

									
								

									Nowadays, there's an expensive price tag and a high social currency associated with wellness and Longevity. The latter already sparked a viral online debate in Thailand merely weeks ago, with thought leaders and influencers sharing their interpretation of Longetvity, and whether it's turned into a measure of wealth, therefore creating pressure for the aspiring class and demanding you keep up appearances by investing in ice baths, wearable tech devices, and measuring your sleep quality. Whilst advocating for wellness is all well and good, there are more ways to live a balanced life than constantly quantifying and tracking your wearables.
									This trend is seeping through everywhere, even in luxury hotels. In 2024, Aman appointed tennis legend Novak Djokovic, as its first Global Wellness Advisor in a multi-year partnership. 

Thailand is well-positioned for a wellness ecosystem. Our country's wellness economy was valued at 1 trillion Baht in 2024. Just look at some world-class establishments we have on hand, Chiva Som, which ranks high on every wellness retreat list, to RAKxa Wellness Retreat in Bang Krachao, a newer player that launched in 2020 but quickly gained traction due to its facilities and reputable services. These retreats have emerged as a new status symbol.

There are various layers of segmentation to our country's wellness ecosystem. From retreats to clinics, spas, boutique gyms, and restaurants offering clean food.

An Aston Martin or a Richard Mille on your wrist may shout it from the rooftops, but in today's Wellness & Longevity-minded culture, contemporary urbanites also measure success with measures of time, flexibility, and their Whoop devices. Nowadays, an indication of wealth may be someone who squeezes in a vitamin IV drip on a Tuesday afternoon and checks into RAKxa for a weekend of mindful treatments.

Think of all the conversations you have at dinner tables. Aside from discussing where the best Ulthera treatment is, mentions of blood sugar levels, sleep treatments, and anti-aging regimens likely dominate if you're over 32. These conversations may be anecdotal, but they're translating to real money spent. We've never been more obsessed with tracking not only how many hours of sleep we're getting per night, but also the quality of such sleep. We're pouring money into this whole new urban lifestyle, and hacking our bodies to live longer. 

There's an exhaustive list of activities to spend time on and multiple customized tests to pay for.

At home party recovery drips? Check. Cryotherapy? Check. There's a lot of social pressure to participate in and join this wellness movement, even if we're not entirely sure of its benefits.

As Thais, we love following the latest trends and joining in on the hype, and there are endless benefits to wanting to live longer and better. However, we must also not forget the very basicsthat hold our health together: rest, exercise, and hydration.
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									Hoteliers of the year

									From rising stars to seasoned leaders, Stelliers celebrates the people behind the experiences
								

									Stelliers, one of Asia's hotelier award platforms, unveiled the winners of the Stelliers Asia 2025 Awards at Capella Bangkok, recently.
									[image: ]

The event, supported by Pernod Ricard, is held with an aim to elevate every hotel professional, so they feel seen, valued and inspired to lead. This year's edition attracted a record-breaking number of applications from hoteliers across 12 countries in Asia: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand and Vietnam.

[image: ]

Winners were selected through a rigorous evaluation process led by a judging panel of industry leaders and global executives. Thailand hoteliers shone at the event with 11 winners coming from Thailand hotels and resorts, including General Manager Of The Year being awarded to Vidya Sagar from The Ritz Carlton Reserve, Phulay Bay. 

[image: ]
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Other Thai awards were: Butler Of The Year went to Wutthinan Jullao of The St. Regis Bangkok; Concierge Hotelier Of The Year to Ladawan Piirainen of The Peninsula Bangkok; Food & Beverage Hotelier Of The Year to Jeffrey Mak of Capella Bangkok; Front Office Hotelier Of The Year to Mayuree Laolugsanalerd of Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok; Green Hotelier Of The Year to  Payap Khunkhayan of Conrad Koh Samui; Housekeeping Hotelier Of The Year to Nittaya Ponglertvorakarn of lebua Hotels and Resorts; Hygiene & Food Safety Hotelier Of The Year to Sarawut Umthed of Rosewood Bangkok; Information Technology Hotelier Of The Year to Phutthaphon Phukmot of Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok; and last but not least the Unsung Hero Of The Year award went to Varaporn Khundech of Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui.  Visit stelliers.com.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 2-8

									26 titles with highlights from Bangkok International Film Festival 2025
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand, including highlights from the Bangkok International Film Festival 2025
									[image: ]

Dong Ji Dao (Dongji Rescue)

Directed by Zhenxiang Fei and Guan Hu.

Who's in it? 

Yilong Zhu, Lei Wu and Ni Ni.

What's it about? 

In 1942, the Japanese ship Lisbon Maru with British POWs was torpedoed. Dongji fishermen saved 300+ British soldiers and protected 3 during Japanese searches.

Why watch it? 

True history of World War II.
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404 Sukeenirun... Run Run (404 Run Run)

Directed by Pichaya Jarusboonpracha.

Who's in it?

Chantavit Dhanasevi, Kanyawee Songmuang and Pittaya "Daou" Saechua.

What's it about?

Nakrob, a young real estate swindler, discovers an abandoned hillside hotel by the beach. Seeing an opportunity, he decides to turn it into a luxury hotel scam.

Why watch it?

A comedic ghost story. 
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Kama 

Directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol.

Who's in it?

Manop Aswathep, Surachai Dilokvilas and Piathip Kumwong.

What's it about?

A teenage schoolgirl, the daughter of a sex star, is friends with an eccentric artist. Their friendship, however, is misunderstood by people around them.

Why watch it?

Society's preoccupation with sex and the portrayal of sex by the mass media. 
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Julian

Directed by Cato Kusters.

Who's in it?

Nina Meurisse, Jennifer Heylen and Laurence Roothooft.

What's it about?

Fleur and Julian fall madly in love and decide to get married in all countries where they, as two women, are allowed to do so. After only four marriages, their journey comes to a painful and unexpected halt.

[image: ]

Diamonds In The Sand

Directed by Janus Victoria

Who's in it?

Charlie Dizon, Lily Franky and Maria Isabel Lopez.

What's it about?

Follows Yoji, a divorced and demoted Japanese man who chooses to head to Manila. He believes that nobody is lonely in the Philippines.

[image: ]

Sxng daeng taeng phi (The Red Envelope)

Directed by Chayanop Boonprakob.  

Who's in it?

Putthipong Assaratanakul, Krit Amnuaydechkorn and Arachaporn Pokinpakorn.

What's it about?

A heartfelt action comedy about a supernatural marriage story between a human and a ghost.

Why watch it?

Remake of Marry My Dead Body (2022).
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Sunny Sanskari Ki Tulsi Kumari

Directed by Shashank Khaitan. 

Who's in it?

Varun Dhawan, Janhvi Kapoor and Rohit Saraf.

What's it about?

Two former lovers in Delhi try to rekindle old flames, leading to amusing mix-ups and deceptions. As chaos unfolds, a new unexpected romance blooms. Who will find their happy ending amid the confusion.

Why watch it?

Inspired by I Want You Back (2022).



Premieres on Oct 3

[image: ]

Chan hang rawang rao (Flat Girls)

Directed by Jirassaya Wongsutin.

Who's in it?

Kirana "Fairy" Pipityakorn, Fatima Dechawaleekul and Pakorn Chadborirak.

What's it about?

Police daughters' bond tested in a heartfelt coming-of-age tale of love, friendship and life's complexities.

Why watch it?

The film was banned in Malaysia because of homosexuality.
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Tomb Watcher

Directed by Vathanyu Ingkawiwat.

Who's in it?

Woranuch BhiromBhakdi, Thanavate Siriwattanagul and Arachaporn Pokinpakorn.

What's it about?

After Lunthom's death, her husband and mistress moved into their villa, but upon arrival, they discovered a glass coffin containing her body, leading to a terrifying revenge path.

[image: ]

Halabala

Directed by Eakasit Thairaat. 

Who's in it?

Chantavit Dhanasevi, Nuttanicha Dungwattanawanich and Anon Saisangcharn.

What's it about?

Inspector Dan leads the team of infirm police officers to hunt down the brutal escaped prisoner in the Halabala Forest down south of Thailand, only to discover that the dark secret inside the forest is turning against them.

[image: ]

Shinmitsusa (Intimacies)

Directed by Ryusuke Hamaguchi 

Who's in it?

Rei Hirano, Ryo Sato and Mikio Tayama.

What's it about?

Hamaguchi wrote and directed this film as a graduation project for the students at ENBU Seminar (film and theatre school in Tokyo) when he taught there. Hamaguchi's first exploration of extreme duration is a fascinating three-part epic following the difficult production and realisation of a stage play. It features an ensemble cast of ENBU students and colleagues. It blends fiction and documentary, cinematic and theatrical, in its observational chronicle of the challenging tensions that animate yet also threaten to upend the production.

Why watch it?

The film clocks in at four hours and 15 minutes.

[image: ]

Thep Thida Rong Raem (Hotel Angel)

Directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol.

Who's in it?

Sorapong Chatree and Viyada Umarin.

What's it about?

A young woman becomes involved in the sex trade in Bangkok.
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Kiss Of The Con Queen

Directed by Tom Waller.

Who's in it?

Eoin O'Brien, Patrick Bergin and Ravi Patel.

What's it about?

A striving actor is targeted by an ingenious and sadistic scammer, terrorising the industry, impersonating Hollywood elites.

[image: ]

The Girl In The Feather Jacket

Directed by Ivo Wejgaard.

Who's in it?

Apinya Sakuljaroensuk and Prama Imanotai.

What's it about?

When a mute homeless starts to follow a mysterious working girl, their lives take a turn for the surreal. And finally make sense.

Why watch it?

A Swiss film, shot in Bangkok.



Premieres on Oct 4
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Mue puen (Gunman)

Directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol.

Who's in it?

Sorapong Chatree and Ron Rittichai.

What's it about?

A story of an assassin with a wooden leg and a heart of gold.
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Teki (Teki Cometh)

Directed by Daihachi Yoshida.

Who's in it?

Shinsuke Kato, Yumi Kawai and Asuka Kurosawa.

What's it about?

A retired professor resides in the Japanese-style home built by his grandfather. He spends his days cooking, occasionally entertaining former students. Until he receives a mysterious message on his computer hinting at impending danger.
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Laguna

Directed by Sharunas Bartas.

Who's in it?

Ina Marija Bartaite, Sharunas Bartas and Una Maria Bartaite.

What's it about?

On the Pacific coast of Mexico, in the land Ina Marija had chosen as her home before she died too soon, her father and her younger sister Una embark on a journey retracing her steps.

Why watch it?

"A poignant, haunting documentary that touches on emotions that many of us wish never to experience."
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Dream!

Directed by Paul Spurrier.

Who's in it?

Manatsanun Panlertwongskul, Vithaya Pansringarm, Sahajak Boonthanakit, Amata Masmala and Pongsanart Vinsiri.

What's it about?

A young girl lives in the mountains of Northern Thailand. When she is tragically orphaned, she sets out on a lone quest for a new home and family. Her journey will take her across Thailand and bring many adventures.

Why watch it?

A Thai musical.



Premieres on Oct 5
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Sawaddee Wan Jan(s) (Happy Monday(s))

Directed by Chakorn Chaiprecha.

Who's in it?

Oabnithi Wiwattanawarang, Khumprom "Punpreedee" Rodsaward and Chatchawit "Victor" Techarukpong.

What's it about?

A college student is trapped in a time loop, reliving Monday April 1st on repeat, and using this to win the heart of a girl he pines for, correcting mistakes each time but making things worse in the long run.
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The Stone

Directed by Arak "Pae" Amornsupasiri and Vuthipong Sukhanindr.

Who's in it?

Jinjett "Jaonaay" Wattanasin, Korranid Laosubinprasoet and Itkron Pungkiatrussamee.

What's it about?

Welcome to the world of be(lie)ving. When Ake desperately needs money to pay for his gravely ill father's medical treatment, he takes his father's sacred amulet to be appraised by the renowned expert Seng Paradise.
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Nuestra Tierra (Landmarks)

Directed by Lucrecia Martel.

Who's in it?

Javier Chocobar and Comunidad Chuschagasta.

What's it about?

Armed men kill Indigenous leader Javier Chocobar during an attempted eviction in Argentina, 2009. After years of protests, the court case opened in 2018. community voices and trial footage amid colonial land struggles.
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Tardes de soledad (Afternoons Of Solitude)

Directed by Albert Serra.

Who's in it?

Roberto Dominguez, Francisco Manuel Duran and Antonio Gutierrez.

What's it about?

Explores the spiritual pain of bullfighting, the tormented torero in a ring one of the most excessive and graphic examples of the origin of Southern European civilisation.
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Salween

Directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol. 

Who's in it?

Sorapong Chatree, Chatchai Plengpanich and Siricoup Metanee.

What's it about?

The border of Burma and Thailand is a lawless place, where people live and die by the law of the gun. Into this situation comes a young police lieutenant, intent on reforming the rough and rowdy local police force along the Salween River. But the ongoing fight by the Karen tribe against the Burmese government spills over into the Thailand, making the lieutenant's task a difficult one.



Premieres on Oct 6
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Schwesterherz (The Good Sister)

Directed by Sarah Miro Fischer.

Who's in it?

Laura Balzer, Marie Bloching and Jane Chirwa.

What's it about?

Rose has a close bond with her much-loved older brother Sam. When a woman accuses Sam of rape, Rose is asked to testify in an investigation against him. This is a test for both their relationship and her moral integrity.

[image: ]

Kayaor (Kayaor: Disrespecting Faith And The Supernatural)

Directed by Pawat Panangkasiri. 

Who's in it?

Yuttana Puangklang, Naruepol Yai-im, Belle Nipada, Kant Tosan and Lamai Saengthong.

What's it about?

Explores the dark side and spiritual experiences surrounding a molam troupe, blending fear, supernatural elements and the strong local traditions of the genre.



Premieres on Oct 7
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Las Corrientes (The Currents)

Directed by Milagros Mumenthaler.

Who's in it?

Sara Bessio, Esteban Bigliardi and Jazmin Carballo.

What's it about?

During a business trip to Geneva, Lina's impulsive decision leads to perilous consequences. Back in Buenos Aires, she tries to bury her secret, but the dark past she left behind resurfaces to threaten her current life.
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									'Showgirl' era begins on Friday

									Fans await arrival of new Taylor Swift album in a blaze of orange
								

									NEW YORK - Swifties, the wait is nearly over.
									Taylor Swift's hotly anticipated new album, The Life of A Showgirl, drops on streaming platforms at 12.01am local time on Friday in most places worldwide (including Thailand), accompanied by a swirl of release parties and plenty of fans in the superstar's chosen colour this time around: orange.

"Something that's been interesting from the last few albums is that we get an aesthetic, we get colours, but we don't hear any sound from the album until midnight on the Friday that it's released," fan Michael Kutek told AFP in New York.

Showgirl is the 35-year-old singer's 12th studio album, and draws inspiration from her life on the record-shattering Eras Tour, which wrapped up late last year with a staggering $2 billion in ticket sales.

Indeed, it's Swift's world, and we are all living in it: this year, she bought back the rights to her entire back catalogue and got engaged to her NFL Super Bowl champion boyfriend Travis Kelce before the album's release.

The album "comes from the most infectiously joyful, wild, dramatic place I was in in my life", she said on the New Heights podcast hosted by Kelce and his brother.

"That effervescence has come through."

Swift has said to expect "bangers" on the 12-track Showgirl, and her reunion with Swedish hitmakers Max Martin and Shellback -- responsible for her infectious Shake It Off and 22 -- certainly suggests a pop-heavy outing.

Fans were excited about what Swift has called her "Portofino orange" theme.

The 31-year-old Kutek, who was attending a promotional event in the massive run-up to the release, said the colour was "very loud" and "gaudy", but "in a good way."

His friend Sydney O'Shaughnessy, 28, said she believed the colour signified a sound that would be "bang, bang -- very upbeat".

The album is the most pre-saved album ever on the Spotify streaming platform, breaking the record set last year by... Swift's last album, The Tortured Poets Department.

'Collective treasure hunt'

In Swift's scant description so far, Showgirl represents a departure from her recent work -- the folksy pandemic-era Folklore and Evermore in 2020, the pensive Midnights in 2022 and the introspective Tortured Poets last year.

Pop princess Sabrina Carpenter, who opened for Swift on some Eras Tour dates, will feature on the title track.

Swift's promotional shots depict her in a variety of glam and glittering stage costumes, with orange the key colour.

As usual, the album is sure to feature "Easter eggs" -- coded words and phrases in songs or album notes that could reveal things about her life, or future projects. Fans will quickly join the hunt.

"That kind of long-term storytelling builds suspense, rewards loyalty, and makes every release feel like a collective treasure hunt," said Robin Landa, a professor who studies advertising and branding at Kean University.

"Fans aren't just consuming her art; they're participating in it, which deepens the bond."

Swifties will also cram into movie theatres all weekend for special release parties featuring the video from The Fate of Ophelia, behind-the scenes footage from its shoot, and "lyric videos" -- when a song's lyrics are featured onscreen.

The one-off movie event is estimated to gross between $30 million and $50 million, according to the film industry website Deadline.

"Looks like it's time to brush off that Eras Tour outfit or orange cardigan ..." Swift wrote in a social media post.

"Dancing is optional but very much encouraged."
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									Get ready for the ultimate Korean-themed pet variety show

									
								

									'Annyeong: Pet Adventure In Korea" is the concept for the 15th "SmartHeart Presents Thailand International Pet Variety Exhibition", which kicks off on Oct 9 and runs daily from 10am to 8pm until Oct 12, at Impact Exhibition Hall 7-8, Muang Thong Thani.
									A retro Korean atmosphere will be recreated for this year's edition, inviting pet lovers and their furry friends to enjoy, take chic photos and shop for products and services. This is another chance to witness more than 20,000 pets of various kinds at many zones inspired by famous Korean landmarks and packed with fun activities.

The "Cat Zone: The Land Of Korean Kitties" will see pedigree and adorable domestic cats on the stage before international judges to vie for cash prizes during "CFA Cat Competition 2025 By SCFC" on Oct 11 and 12. Also running on both days will be the "Bright-Eyed Beauty Cats" contest.

Also prepare to enjoy the world's first ARBA standard rabbit competition at the "Rabbit Zone: The Cute Rodent Realm", which will bring over 10 rare rabbit breeds. Also presented will be a mouse race, a hamster contest, an up-close experience with giant bush babies and a debut showcase of Thailand's only Continental Giant and German Lop blue rabbits.

On display at the "Exotic Zone: Wonders Of Unusual Pets" will be rarely-seen creatures including meerkats, ferrets, sugar gliders, iguanas, ball pythons, horned frogs, eagles, Sulcata giant tortoises, macaws, giant bush babies, rare palm civets, ring-tailed lemurs, prairie dogs, skunk gangs, as well as lizards of various species from around the world.

The "Pet Playground Zone: Friends Show Their Skills" will be full of exciting challenges including grooming contests for cats and dogs, a wall-climbing dog challenge, the 38th "Thailand Pitbull Weight Pulling Championship", the "UDC The Star" contest. Also, enjoy fun Korean-themed games such as "Do You Remember Me? Appa or Omma?", "Mama's Award: Saranghae", "Come Here Baby: Monitor Lizard Racing" and treat-licking games for cats and dogs.

A number of Korean-themed workshops will also be arranged for pet owners to create a lucky charm, a key chain, a pet leash and other keepsakes, while the "Korea-Pet Street Market" will feature over 250 booths, offering Korean-style pet fashion, healthy pet food and snack, toys and the latest technology innovations. Special promotions will be presented and free pet health check-ups from top veterinary clinics will be available.

Another highlight is a series of business seminars by the Thai Pet Products Industry Association and the Thailand Exotic Pet Keepers Association, on Oct 9 from 12.30pm to 5.30pm. There is no admission fee but seats are limited.

Entry fee is 20 baht, with part of the proceeds going towards the 1 Baht For Hungry Dogs project.

Visit pet-variety.com.
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									Exhibition unfurls vintage rugs and iconic film history

									
								

									Vintage rugs and iconic film posters will take centre stage at "Vintage Revival: The Found & Reels", which will take place at Forum, ground floor of Gaysorn Amarin, Phloenchit Road, daily from 10am to 9pm, starting tomorrow until Oct 12.
									Presented by Made By Legacy in collaboration with Gaysorn Village, the exhibition invites everyone into an evocative world where design, nostalgia and storytelling converge.

Its title reflects the dual spirit of discovery and nostalgia. "Found" speaks to the thrill of uncovering hidden gems; "Reels" evokes more than analogue film -- it echoes the rolls of vintage rugs and the striking stills of iconic movie posters. Each one unfolds layers of memory and design, where vintage sensibilities meet contemporary interpretation.

At the heart of the new episode is an intimate showcase of vintage rugs and iconic film posters, all thoughtfully arranged around a grand salon of design and dialogue.

More than an exhibition, it's a curated setting where textures, colours and eras speak to one another -- encouraging visitors to not only admire but to engage, reflect and connect.

[image: Exhibition unfurls vintage rugs and iconic film history]


Offering a multi-sensory experience for 10 days, this immersive event will feature handpicked vintage rugs that turn any room into a storybook, timeless posters from cult classics to design legends reflecting how art can define generations and visual artworks that blend utility with beauty taking modern soul to meet vintage heart.

Besides rare objects and collectable curios with timeless appeal, this is a crate-digging heaven for audiophiles and music romantics to browse through vinyl records. Also presented among the thoughtfully chosen objects will be timeless furniture, mid-century gems, industrial oddities and pieces with patina.

There will also be a lively flea market where over 30 vendors will be offering 1,000 pieces of vintage design, craft, clothing and obscure finds.

Visit facebook.com/MadeByLegacy.
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									TAT launches campaign to boost provincial culinary tourism

									
								

									The Tourism Authority of Thailand has launched the "Local Taste Local Thai" campaign, using authentic local food as a magnet to inspire a journey of genuine Thai experiences until Nov 15.
									Held under the concept of "Grand Moment, Moment Of Giving", the campaign is designed to create memorable moments for high-quality travellers and the expat community, support local communities and preserve traditional culinary heritage.

It is woven around four distinct travel lifestyles -- Eco & Adventure, Wellness, Foodie and Sporty. These themes are linked to local dishes from four pilot provinces -- Uthai Thani, Phuket, Trang and Songkhla.

The campaign aims to inspire travellers to explore lesser-known routes and to savour local food along the way, enriching their journey with a creative and unique touch.

To join the campaign, participants can purchase a 50% discount e-coupon via Line official account: @localtastethai. Each person can purchase up to 10 coupons per day. A special buy 10, get 1 free promotion is also available.

They can use the coupons to receive discounts on food and services at 63 participating restaurants, communities and activities across all five regions of Thailand, from now until Nov 15.

Every expense will be converted into points in the Taste Pass system and top spenders will receive special rewards from Bangkok Airways.

Visit localtastelocalthai.com or email localtastelocalthai@gmail.com.
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									Defaced murals spark graffiti 'bombing' debate in Bangkok

									City governor condemns painting over commissioned artwork, public wants vandals caught
								

									A debate about street art has emerged in Bangkok, with some people calling for strict prosecution of vandals who defaced commissioned murals, while others argue that the acts were part of the normal "bombing" culture in graffiti art.
									The issue was sparked by a recent incident on Charoen Krung Soi 30, where an work painted by a Spanish artist under the "Krungthep Creative Streets" project was damaged by three street vandals. One of them was arrested and faced charges on Monday while two remained at large.

Many people called the actions disrespectful to the original artist and unpleasant for the city's image. Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt visited the site and condemned it as unacceptable.

The Embassy of France in Thailand, which co-hosted the project with the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), said on Facebook that the perpetrators had "damaged the beauty of the art".

After the news emerged, more complaints about such behaviour from other parts of Bangkok and other cities were reported, with people asking authorities to step up efforts to find and prosecute the vandals.

The defaced, original murals were created under legal projects to revive selected neighbourhoods, but many graffiti artists also target empty spaces and do not obtain permission to paint. (Story continues below)

[image: A bombed graffiti art on walls at the entrance of Si Lom soi 9 in Bangkok, which was originally created under a project to revive the area in April 2025. (Photos: a complainant who reported via Drama-addict Facebook page)]
"Bombed" graffiti art on walls at the entrance of Silom Soi 9 in Bangkok, over a mural that was originally created under a project to revive the area in April 2025. (Photos: Complainants who reported via Drama-addict Facebook)



[image: Property in an area in Chiang Mai is seen with drawings by unknown vandals. ]
Graffiti by unknown vandals is seen at an intersection in Chiang Mai.



Some people maintain that the actions were "normal in graffiti bombing culture", the idea being that painting over another artist's work is a way to bluff and show power by applying quick throw-ups or tags.

Street art culture has evolved over the decades as a way to make a statement, usually against the prevailing social structure, in cities all over the world. Some practitioners, Banksy being the most notable, have raised it to a high art form.

Graffiti has been around forever but the style of expression most people are familiar with today originated in the 1960s in cities in the United States. Young people, most of them black, used graffiti to express themselves and advocate for their rights.

In Thailand, people generally regard graffiti as bad manners and vandalism. When the damage is done to a work that was created with permission from the property owners, it violates the Maintenance, Cleanliness and Orderliness Act.

"People who witness unlawful painting or other damaging of government property can report via TraffyFondue," the BMA advises on Facebook, referring to the popular app for citizen complaints.

On Wednesday, a 17-year-old man was also arrested in Nakhon Ratchasima for damaging a portrait mural of Luang Phor Khun Parissudho, a famous monk who died in 2015. Police said the teenager admitted his wrongdoing.
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									Central goes big for Halloween

									Brave 13 haunted houses at Central nationwide
								

									To celebrate spooktacular Halloween, Central Pattana unleashes 13 haunted houses featuring Thai ghosts at 13 Central shopping centres, nationwide.
									[image: ]

Until Oct 31, "Thailand's Halloween Fest 2025" is held under the concept of "House Of Horror: One House, Every Kind Of Monster" and offers special activities and promotions throughout the month.

At CentralWorld, visitors can expect a fancy parade, trick-or-treating, mini concerts, face-painting as well as costumes and accessories for everyone to dress up and immerse themselves in Halloween festivities.

[image: ]

Thirteen haunted houses with 13 concepts at 13 Central shopping centres nationwide are as follows: 

* Central Rama 3 hosts "The Haunted Farm" until Oct 18. 

* Brave "The Ward - The Haunted Hospital" at Central Udon until Oct 31.

* Experience immersive horror "Nightmare District" at Central Hatyai from Oct 9-31. 

* Central Pinklao hosts "Unleash The Fear" from Oct 11-31 where visitors must survive five scary rooms.

* For an extended Halloween, Central Ayutthaya's "Scream House" awaits brave souls from Oct 15-Nov13.

* Central Mahachai's haunted house summons all spooky Thai ghosts from Oct 16-Nov 2.

* Brave Central Salaya's "Haunted School" from Oct 21-Nov 3. 

* "The Cursed 4th Floor" haunts Central Suratthani from Oct 21-29. 

* Central Si Racha stands out with a Japan-inspired haunted house. "Yurei Night - The Legend Of A Haunted Night In The Edo Period Of Japan" runs from Oct 22-31. 

* "Freeze - The Ghost Freezer" at Central Rayong challenges the brave ones to survive the nerve-wracking horror of an abandoned building from Oct 23-26. 

* Another extended Halloween takes place at Esplanade Ratchada from Oct 24-Nov 16. Experience horrors through all senses with "Art Meets Fear". 

* Central Ladprao debuts its first haunted house, "Haunted Passage, The Cursed Tunnel", from Oct 27-31.

* The brave little ones are invited to join the inflatable "Halloween - Haunted House Maze" at Central Chanthaburi from Oct 31-Nov 2.

[image: ]

At CentralWorld, there are other Halloween-inspired activities to enjoy. On Oct 31, dress up in adorable "Little Monster" costumes and enjoy trick-or-treating with candy and treats distributed throughout the shopping centre. From Oct 25-31, join Halloween workshops on the sixth floor. Find mini concerts on the first floor. Lastly, brave "The Haunted Gallery" where Thai folklore and Japanese yokai culture are unleashed through the lens of various artists.  

[image: ]

The other activities include Central Ramindra's Halloween yoga on Oct 4, Central Udon hosts "Monsters On The Race" on Oct 26, while Central Korat hosts a Halloween run where participants run away from ghosts on Oct 31. Expect spooky parades at 20 Central branches nationwide! Spooky workshops take place at 28 Central branches nationwide. Some Central host Halloween-inspired markets, too! 

[image: ]

Lastly, new Central X members who meet spending conditions at participating shops and F&B outlets between Oct 10-31 at Central shopping centres nationwide (except Central Rattanathibet and Central Krabi), receive a movie ticket from SF Cinema or Major Cineplex.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Oct 1-7

									14 new titles from Apple TV+, Prime Video and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

The Lost Bus

Premieres on Oct 3 

From director Paul Greengrass and inspired by real events, a white-knuckle ride through one of America's deadliest wildfires as a wayward school bus driver and a dedicated school teacher battle to save 22 children from the terrifying inferno.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Play Dirty

Premieres on Oct 1

An expert thief, along with Grofield, Zen and a skilled crew, stumbles onto a score that pits them against the New York mob. 

[image: ]

Madharaasi

Premieres on Oct 1

The Tamil-language psychological action thriller film follows a man dealing with heartbreak. He joins a discreet operation to stop the mass distribution of weapons. But will he be able to survive being caught in a crossfire between the cops and armed smugglers?



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Cutie Pie

Premieres on Oct 1

Arranged to marry, a young tycoon and a free-spirited student face a test when one reveals that only duty, not love, keeps them together.

[image: ]

Cutie Pie 2 You

Premieres on Oct 1

After graduation, musician Kuea is set to marry his businessman fiance Lian, but an offer to pursue his dreams puts their future at a crossroads.

[image: ]

The Game: You'll Never Play Alone

Premieres on Oct 2

A career-driven game developer fights back against misogynistic expectations after she becomes the target of brutal attacks online and in real life.

[image: ]

Dudes

Premieres on Oct 2

Four close-knit friends in their 40s do their best to face a new world of modern masculinity -- but even their best tends to make things worse.

[image: ]

Monster: The Ed Gein Story

Premieres on Oct 3

He revealed to the world the most horrific truth of all -- that monsters aren't born, they're made ... by us. 

[image: ]

Genie, Make A Wish

Premieres on Oct 3

After a thousand years, a quirky genie returns to grant wishes to a woman born without feelings. Can his magic bring love and wonder to her world?

[image: ]

The New Force

Premieres on Oct 3

An understaffed police district in 1950s Sweden launches a bold experiment to introduce its first group of female officers. Inspired by true events. 

[image: ]

Steve

Premieres on Oct 3

Over one intense day, the devoted head teacher of a last-chance reform school strives to keep his students in line while facing pressures of his own.

[image: ]

Dr. Seuss's Horton!

Premieres on Oct 6

Follows the sweet-natured young pachyderm. He will explore the jungle with some of his friends and will learn to stand up for what is right.

[image: ]

True Haunting

Premieres on Oct 7

Through immersive reenactments and present-day interviews, this chilling series details paranormal encounters from the viewpoint of those who lived them.

[image: ]

Matt McCusker: A Humble Offering

Premieres on Oct 7

From wife logic to locker-room shame, Matt McCusker offers witty takes on manhood, marriage and raising daughters in a world he barely understands.
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ADDRESSED

@ Providing liquidity support to SMEs

(1} Stimulating the economy and tourism

through the “Khon La Khrueng Plus” through Thai Credit Guarantee
co-payment programme, expected to Corporation guarantees.

begin this month. The measure allows -

secondary cities to deduct twice the @ Increasing household savings for
expenses incurred for hotel renovations retirement by allocating part of the
from their taxes.

marketing revenue from the Government

------------------------------------- Lottery Office to savings accounts for

GResolving household debt by using people who buy online lottery tickets.
funds from the “Khun Su Rao Chuay” (You [ ---

Fight, We Help) programme to establish @ Enhancing workforce skills to support
an asset management corporation. future
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