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White House Uses Shutdown to Maximize Pain and Punish Political Foes

The Trump administration forged ahead with plans to conduct mass layoffs, as the fiscal standoff appeared to intensify.

President Trump said this week that he hoped to harm Democrats by cutting federal benefits, programs and staff during a shutdown. Pete Marovich for The New York Times



By Tony Romm
Reporting from Washington


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:19 PM

The Trump administration took steps on Wednesday to maximize the pain of the government shutdown, halting billions of dollars in funds for Democratic-led states while readying a plan to lay off potentially droves of civil servants imminently.

The moves by the White House appeared both unprecedented and punitive, underscoring the risks of a fiscal stalemate that had no end in sight. It also evinced how President Trump might try to leverage the government-wide closure to achieve his agenda, slash the budget and exact revenge on his political enemies.

In a series of social media posts, Russell T. Vought, the White House budget director, said the administration had paused or moved to cancel the delivery of about $26 billion in previously approved funds across a range of programs, describing the money as wasteful or in need of further review.

The timing seemed to be no mere coincidence, nor were Mr. Vought's choices of location. He said the administration was terminating one tranche of funds, totaling about $8 billion, because it was "Green New Scam funding to fuel the Left's climate agenda," a move that affected projects in 16 states, most of which are led by Democrats.

In a second instance, the Trump administration paused about $18 billion in approved infrastructure funding for two major transportation projects primarily in New York City, whose state delegation includes Senator Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader, and Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the House minority leader. The two men have been frequent targets of Mr. Trump's personal attacks, and the Transportation Department said the money would be held pending further review.

Mr. Vought's budget maneuvers marked an attempt to formalize Mr. Trump's threat from a day earlier, when he described a shutdown as a "good" opportunity to cut federal agencies, programs and benefits he disfavors in ways that would harm Democrats. He said at the time that it could include another round of mass layoffs targeting "a lot" of government workers.

By Wednesday, those cuts appeared imminent. Speaking privately with House Republicans, Mr. Vought said the firings, known as a reduction in force, could go into effect in the next day or two, according to a member on the call.

Vice President JD Vance later echoed the need for layoffs in a briefing at the White House, saying the firings would preserve "essential services," even though such cuts have not been required in past instances when the government had to halt its operations.

Taken together, the administration's actions laid bare the risks and consequences of a protracted fiscal stalemate under Mr. Trump. With an expansive view of executive power, the president has spared no opportunity in his second term to shutter agencies, slim down the federal work force and reconfigure the budget, with aggressive tactics that have tested the courts and, at times, defied Congress.

The shutdown began at midnight, the start of the new fiscal year, after Democrats and Republicans failed to reach a short-term spending truce. G.O.P. leaders sought to extend existing funding levels into November, but Democrats in the Senate rejected that approach, partly because it did not preserve a set of expiring subsidies that help millions of Americans pay for their health insurance.

The Transportation Department said it had to furlough staff reviewing infrastructure projects "thanks to" the minority leaders of Congress, Representative Hakeem Jeffries and Senator Chuck Schumer, as it blamed Democrats for the shutdown. Doug Mills/The New York Times


As a result, many federal employees are now furloughed, while others, including military service members and airport baggage screeners, are forced to report for work without pay. While those employees will eventually get back pay, there is no clear indication of when that might happen. Scores of critical government services are also halted or reduced significantly.

The longer the standoff continues, the greater the chances of financial harm to American families, businesses and the broader economy, a reality that both parties' leaders acknowledged on Wednesday. Still, they remained far from a resolution, while Mr. Trump's top aides unfurled the ways they might leverage the standoff to their own ends.

Hours after Mr. Vought pledged to revoke some climate-related funding, the Energy Department offered scant details about its cuts. The agency said it had terminated 321 awards for more than 223 projects, claiming the investments did not "advance the nation's energy needs" and were not "economically viable."

But officials did not detail the full list of affected initiatives, and neither the Energy Department nor the White House responded to requests for more specifics. In a statement, the agency noted that affected recipients could try to file an appeal.

The Transportation Department, which halted the delivery of about $18 billion in infrastructure money that benefited New York, said it would review those grants for compliance with Mr. Trump's directives on diversity, equity and inclusion.

In doing so, though, it appeared to dispel any illusion about the political implications of its decision. The agency said it had to furlough staff reviewing infrastructure projects "thanks to" Mr. Schumer and Mr. Jeffries, as it blamed Democrats for the shutdown.

"Without a budget, the department has been forced to furlough the civil rights staff responsible for conducting this review," it said in a statement.

In response, Democratic leaders on Wednesday forcefully denounced the White House and its handling of the lapse in federal funding, including its decision to interfere with approved money for cities and states.

Senator Patty Murray, Democrat of Washington, who leads her party on the Appropriations Committee, said the actions showed how Mr. Trump and Mr. Vought were "gleefully using the shutdown they have caused as a pretext to inflict even more pain."

"The American people deserve so much better than a president and an administration that treat their families and their livelihoods like pawns in some sort of sick political game," Ms. Murray said in a statement.

The White House remained unbowed, pressing forward with its strategy to weaponize the closure.

Soon after government funding lapsed, the Trump administration suspended all news broadcasts from Voice of America and furloughed all of its journalists, a break with past practice in funding lapses. The closure came two days after a judge reinstated about 500 of the broadcaster's employees.

The White House also laid the groundwork to fulfill the president's threats to oust more government employees. On a call with Republican lawmakers, Mr. Vought said the shutdown offered an opportunity to remove officials who are working on programs that are not aligned with the president's political agenda, according to the member who attended the phone meeting.

In a sign that the process was well underway, Trump officials on Wednesday instructed employees at the Interior Department to take home their government devices to receive any information on mass firings, according to internal emails reviewed by The New York Times.

It is unclear how many employees could be laid off at the department, which includes the National Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management. But Mr. Trump's proposed budget for the next fiscal year calls for a 30 percent cut to the budget for the agency, which has already lost thousands of employees since January.

Overall, the government is already expected to employ 300,000 fewer workers by December than it did in January. The substantial decline reflects a series of firings, layoffs and induced resignations that date back to the start of the president's term, and the work of the cost-cutting campaign orchestrated by the Department of Government Efficiency.

Fearing widespread reductions in force, a group of unions representing federal workers preemptively sued the Trump administration this week, claiming that it did not have the legal authority to conduct mass layoffs under cover of a shutdown. The case is pending in a federal court in California.

Publicly, though, Mr. Trump's deputies still insisted that they had not politicized the funding lapse. Speaking at a press briefing on Wednesday, Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, maintained instead that the layoffs, in particular, were necessary because of the realities of the budget.

"There are unfortunate consequences to a government shutdown," she said.

Annie Karni, Minho Kim and Maxine Joselow contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/01/us/politics/white-house-shutdown-punishment.html
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News Analysis


Democrats See No Need to Capitulate, Nor Republicans to Cut a Deal

The last time Senate Democrats found themselves taking the blame for a government shutdown, they quickly caved. That's less likely to happen now.

Senator Chuck Schumer, the minority leader, speaking at the Capitol on Tuesday. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Carl Hulse
Carl Hulse has covered decades of government shutdown fights dating back to Bill Clinton's presidency.


Oct 01, 2025 at 02:17 AM

The last time Senate Democrats found themselves taking the blame for a government shutdown, they quickly caved and raced to reopen federal agencies in 2018, as their more moderate members demanded a fast resolution after only three days. 

This shutdown could be different.

The Democrats from red states who decried the shutdown strategy as a foolish miscalculation and pressed for an immediate reversal in the showdown with President Trump seven years ago are long gone. 

The ideological makeup of the party has shifted to the left, and Democrats are now bracing for an extended confrontation with the White House and congressional Republicans, despite the clear political risks. The same dynamic is at play in the G.O.P., which has lurched to the right under Mr. Trump and no longer sees room for compromise.  

Democrats believe they have a powerful message on health care, with some Americans set to face soaring premiums unless Republicans agree to extend federal subsidies under the Affordable Care Act. They shrugged off Mr. Trump's threat to engage in the wholesale firing of federal workers, saying he would do so regardless of the status of government funding.

And Democrats do not see much benefit in providing the votes for a temporary spending extension, since Mr. Trump and his budget czar, Russell T. Vought, have already demonstrated that they are willing to spend federal dollars -- or not spend them, as the case may be -- however they want, no matter what Congress says. 

They have so far done so with little pushback from Senate Republicans.

"How could we negotiate a bipartisan agreement and then have the president unilaterally through impoundment, or the Republican Party through rescissions and the president unilaterally through pocket rescissions, undo it all without any input," Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, asked as he explained Democratic resistance.

Russell T. Vought, the director of the White House Office of Management and Budget, speaking at the White House with Republican leaders on Monday. Doug Mills/The New York Times


As they stared down the prospect of political backlash from Congress shuttering federal agencies, Democrats seemed resigned to a messaging battle that they could well lose, or at best fight to a draw. But agreeing to keep the government open without getting something in return appeared to be unacceptable to most of them. Democrats also said privately that a surrender would sap them of any leverage in big fights to come, if they walked away with nothing.

It was a stark departure from January 2018, when Democrats blocked a government spending measure and demanded permanent protection for hundreds of thousands of undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children -- the so-called Dreamers. 

Democrats believed widespread public sympathy for the plight of the Dreamers would be enough to protect them from a shutdown backlash. But they quickly discovered that they were mistaken, as the government shuttered for the weekend and criticism of their stance began to pour in.

The blowback was particularly dangerous for 10 Senate Democrats facing re-election that fall in states carried by Mr. Trump in 2016. Back then, Democrats still held seats in North Dakota, Indiana, West Virginia, Missouri, Montana and Florida, and the clash with the White House threatened the already difficult re-election prospects of those incumbents. They searched for a quick way out, and bipartisan negotiations were initiated without the participation of party leaders.

"Should we have ever shut down the government?" Senator Joe Manchin III, Democrat of West Virginia, asked at the time. "Absolutely not."

Senators Joe Manchin III and Susan Collins speaking after the Senate passed a continuing resolution to fund the government in January 2018.  Gabriella Demczuk for The New York Times


By the time Monday rolled around then, Democrats were running for cover, and settled for a promise from Senator Mitch McConnell, the Kentucky Republican and then-majority leader, that the Senate would at some point hold a full debate and vote on the future of the Dreamers program. 

That debate occurred about a month later, and three separate proposals to resolve the fate of the immigrants failed.

This time around, the ideological dynamic has changed for both parties. The red-state seats held by Democrats in 2018 are now mostly filled by Republicans, significantly reducing the pressure for Democrats to capitulate. Now, the heaviest pressure is coming from Democratic voters and activists who want the party to hold firm against Mr. Trump and congressional Republicans. 

Mr. Schumer, who outraged the left in March when he agreed to extend spending through Sept. 30 to avoid a shutdown, and saw his approval rating plunge as a result, is under particular scrutiny, and would face a torrent of attacks should he relent with little to show for it.

As a shutdown became a near certainty on Tuesday night, Mr. Schumer put it this way: "The strategy is: The American people are demanding it."

The makeup of Senate Republicans has changed as well. Gone are many of the deal-makers, such as Tennessee Senators Bob Corker and Lamar Alexander, who worked with Democrats from conservative-leaning states to try to find a negotiated resolution to the 2018 shutdown, and on other issues. 

They have been replaced by more conservative Republicans with little appetite for giving ground to the Democrats, particularly when they believe they have them in a tight spot and can do political damage by painting their counterparts as responsible for shutting down much of the government. 

It is a change of fortune for Republicans, who in the past have borne much of the blame for shutdowns, and became known, in the words of one former leader, as "the shutdown party."

If there is a push from Democrats to end a shutdown, it is likely to come from members of the Appropriations Committee who want the chance to finish up annual spending bills and get the government funded the traditional way.

Democrats believe that the politics of the shutdown could eventually bend in their favor when people begin to see their health insurance premiums spike after Republicans refused demands to extend the Obamacare subsidies.

"This is a very damaging issue for Republicans," Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii and a member of the party's leadership, said Tuesday. "If we were terribly cynical, we would just let them stew in it. But we want to solve it, because we care in our bones about the people we represent."

The ultimate political repercussions will be determined by how the shutdown plays out and how long it lasts, among other factors. The consequences can be unpredictable, but veterans of past shutdowns say that few winners emerge as public dissatisfaction sets in.

"It doesn't serve anybody well to do these things," said Senator Lindsey Graham, the longtime Republican senator from South Carolina.

Michael Gold contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/30/us/politics/polarized-senate-shutdown-gridlock.html
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Trump to Withhold $18 Billion for New York-Area Transit Projects

Funds for two of the nation's largest infrastructure projects, the Second Avenue subway and Hudson River tunnels, are being held up in apparent attempts to pressure Democrats amid a government shutdown.

New commuter train tunnels are set to be built under the Hudson River in a project known as Gateway. Vincent Alban/The New York Times



By Matthew Haag



Oct 01, 2025 at 04:56 PM

The Trump administration announced on Wednesday that it would withhold $18 billion in federal funds previously awarded to New York City for two of the largest infrastructure projects in the country.

The two projects -- the expansion of the Second Avenue subway line and new commuter rail tunnels under the Hudson River -- have been in the works for years and are aimed at alleviating bottlenecks and improving travel for millions of people and daily commuters in New York City and beyond.

Both are already underway after numerous starts and stops, with construction advancing on the tunnels, a $16 billion project known as Gateway that sits at the center of the busy Northeast Corridor, which stretches from Washington to Boston.

Sean Duffy, the transportation secretary, said in a statement that funds for the two projects would not be distributed while the Transportation Department reviewed what it described as New York State's "discriminatory, unconstitutional contracting processes."

The review was in response to President Trump's executive orders earlier this year targeting diversity, equity and inclusion programs, Mr. Duffy said, and following a rule issued by the department on Tuesday that forbids recipients of federal transit funds from mandating race- and sex-based contracting requirements.

The substantial funding freeze targeting the two projects also appeared to be intended to pressure Democrats to join Republicans in reopening the government. With Department of Transportation employees furloughed, the review could not begin, and federal funds could not be released for work already underway.

While federal funding for transit projects across the country could now be at risk, the department chose first to single out projects in the backyards of Representative Hakeem Jeffries, the Democratic House minority leader, and Senator Chuck Schumer, the minority leader, who have sparred with President Trump over the shutdown.

The Republican candidate for governor of New Jersey, Jack Ciattarelli, blamed his Democratic opponent, Mikie Sherrill, who currently serves in Congress, for the shutdown and therefore the funding freeze.

"She's opposing a bipartisan plan to continue funding the government to play politics instead," Chris Russell, a spokesman for Mr. Ciattarelli, said in a statement. "Make no mistake, Mikie Sherrill owns this shutdown and is responsible for any negative impacts on Gateway tunnel project and other New Jersey priorities."

Ms. Sherrill, who ran for Congress on a promise to get Gateway built, vowed to work to get the money restored. "The Trump administration is targeting New Jersey by gutting this funding," she said in a statement. "As governor, I will fight tooth and nail to complete this essential infrastructure project for New Jersey. Jack Ciattarelli will not."

As the Trump administration has begun carrying out its threats to freeze and claw back federal funds from states and cities that promote diversity initiatives or do not cooperate with it on federal immigration enforcement, New York has been a main target, with hundreds of millions of dollars withheld.

But this funding freeze is the largest yet in New York and could have potentially widespread effects, disrupting a regional economy dependent on the movement of residents and commuters.

Like other efforts by the Trump administration to withhold or delay federal funding to New York, the decision is likely to be challenged in court.

The decision has caused confusion among the agencies overseeing the projects, including the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which is managing the subway extension project that was expected to be open in 2032.

"The federal government wants to immediately 'review' our compliance with rules they told us about moments ago," John J. McCarthy, the chief of policy and external relations at the authority, said in a statement. "We're reviewing their tweets and press releases like everyone else. For now, it looks like they're just inventing excuses to delay one of the most important infrastructure projects in America."

Despite the Transportation Department's announcement, work on both projects is still moving forward, for now. In a letter to the Gateway Development Commission, which oversees the tunnel project, a department official said the pause would "temporarily impact disbursements."

It was not immediately clear whether the $18 billion involved just the Second Avenue Subway and the Gateway Project or other initiatives as well.

Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York described the announcement as the Trump administration's latest salvo in its war on the state and its values. Earlier this week, Ms. Hochul said that the administration had cut an additional $100 million in counterterrorism funding in New York, following an earlier reduction of $87 million.

"They've decided to put their own interpretation of proper culture ahead of our needs, the needs of a nation," Ms. Hochul, a Democrat, said at a news conference to discuss another topic involving Washington, the federal government shutdown. "You can't make this up, folks. Just keeps getting worse and worse."

Attorney General Letitia James of New York, along with a coalition of other attorneys general, won a court order this week halting the Trump administration from cutting funds to antiterrorism and public safety projects. A federal judge on Wednesday also temporarily blocked the Trump administration's attempt to withhold millions of dollars in security funding to the transit system.

Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s administration awarded the M.T.A. $3.4 billion in federal funding in 2023 to extend the Q line on Second Avenue from the Upper East Side into Harlem and East Harlem, an expansion of a project that has been in the works for more than a century.

The first phase of the Second Avenue subway line opened in 2017 after a decade of construction, adding three stations on the Upper East Side in one of the most expensive transportation projects ever. The extension would add two additional stations into East Harlem.

"This is a hit against working-class New Yorkers and the working-class neighborhood of East Harlem," Representative Adriano Espaillat, a Democrat who represents the area, said in an interview.

In 2024, the Biden administration awarded billions in grants and financing for the Gateway Project, which would connect New Jersey and Pennsylvania Station in Manhattan with two additional tunnels, bringing the federal funding for the project to about $12 billion, about 70 percent of its total cost. The rest of the project would be provided by New York State and New Jersey.

On Wednesday, Mr. Schumer, a leading supporter of the Gateway project for years, said, "Obstructing these projects is stupid and counterproductive because they create tens of thousands of great jobs and are essential for a strong regional and national economy."

Gov. Philip D. Murphy of New Jersey, a Democrat, said in a statement that Gateway was vital for commuters and that "a project of this importance should be above politics."

At a news conference, Mr. Jeffries said the Trump administration's decision to freeze the funds could threaten thousands of jobs in the region.

The Gateway Development Commission, which oversees the tunnel project, did not learn of the suspension until after its monthly board meeting concluded Tuesday.

And at a Senate hearing in May, Mr. Duffy told Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of New York that he would not cancel federal grants that had been awarded for the two projects. "If you're asking me if I plan on canceling those grant agreements, I do not," he said.

It is unclear when the federal funding freeze could affect the infrastructure projects, which also have local backers. But the disruption, regardless of length, could have costly, long-term effects, said Tom Wright, the president of the Regional Plan Association, an urban planning group.

The Hudson River project, for instance, involves complex agreements with companies across the country.

"This is the worst thing you can do to a project that's going to take a decade and includes 10 contracts, each of which is over a billion dollars, and about half of which are in progress," Mr. Wright said.

The funding freeze could also set a dangerous precedent that could make private contractors wary of working on major public projects without more and costlier assurances, he said.

And the longer the work is delayed, the higher the overrun costs will be. A month of delays could add tens of millions of dollars to the Hudson River project's budget, Mr. Wright said.

Grace Ashford, Stefanos Chen, Michael Gold, Patrick McGeehan and Andy Newman contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/01/nyregion/trump-nyc-subway-gateway-infrastructure-funding.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Jane Goodall, Who Chronicled the Social Lives of Chimps, Dies at 91

Her discoveries as a primatologist in the 1960s about how chimpanzees behave in the wild were hailed as "one of the Western world's great scientific achievements."

Video: 



By Keith Schneider



Oct 01, 2025 at 07:10 PM

Jane Goodall, one of the world's most revered conservationists, who earned scientific stature and global celebrity by chronicling the distinctive behavior of wild chimpanzees in East Africa -- primates that made and used tools, ate meat, held rain dances and engaged in organized warfare -- died on Wednesday in Los Angeles. She was 91.

Her death, while on a speaking tour, was confirmed by the Jane Goodall Institute, whose U.S. headquarters are in Washington, D.C. When not traveling widely, she lived in Bournemouth, on the south coast of England, in her childhood home.

Dr. Goodall was 29 in the summer of 1963 when National Geographic magazine published her 7,500-word, 37-page account of the lives of primates she had observed in the Gombe Stream Chimpanzee Reserve in what is now Tanzania. The National Geographic Society had been financially supporting her field studies there.

Video: Jane Goodall, a Revered Conservationist, Dies at 91

Jane Goodall, the renowned primate expert, has died. She was 91. Her discoveries about how wild chimpanzees raised their young, established leadership, socialized and communicated broke new ground and attracted immense attention and respect among researchers.

The article, with photographs by Hugo van Lawick, a Dutch wildlife photographer whom she later married, also described Dr. Goodall's struggles to overcome disease, predators and frustration as she tried to get close to the chimps, working from a primitive research station along the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika.

On the scientific merits alone, her discoveries about how wild chimpanzees raised their young, established leadership, socialized and communicated broke new ground and attracted immense attention and respect among researchers. Stephen Jay Gould, the evolutionary biologist and science historian, said her work with chimpanzees "represents one of the Western world's great scientific achievements."

On learning of Dr. Goodall's documented evidence that humans were not the only creatures capable of making and using tools, Louis Leakey, the paleoanthropologist and Dr. Goodall's mentor, famously remarked, "Now we must redefine 'tool,' redefine 'man,' or accept chimpanzees as humans."

Long before focus groups, message discipline and communications plans became crucial tools in advancing high-profile careers and alerting the world to significant discoveries in and outside of science, Dr. Goodall understood the benefits of being the principal narrator and star of her own story of discovery.

In articles and books, her lucid prose carried vivid descriptions, some lighthearted, of the numerous perils she encountered in the African rainforest -- malaria, leopards, crocodiles, spitting cobras and deadly giant centipedes, to name a few. Her writing gained its widest attention in three more long articles in National Geographic in the 1960s and '70s and in three well-received books, "My Friends, the Wild Chimpanzees" (1967), "In the Shadow of Man" (1971) and "Through a Window" (1990).

Dr. Goodall's willingness to challenge scientific convention and shape the details of her research into a riveting adventure narrative about two primary subjects -- the chimps and herself -- turned her into a household name, in no small part thanks to the power of television.

Dr. Goodall's gentle, knowledgeable demeanor and telegenic presence -- set against the beautiful yet dangerous Gombe preserve and its playful and unpredictable primates -- proved irresistible to the broadcast networks. In December 1965, CBS News aired a documentary of her work in prime time, the first in a long string of nationally and internationally televised special reports about the chimpanzees of Gombe and the courageous woman steadfastly chronicling what she called their "rich emotional life."

In becoming one of the most famous scientists of the 20th century, Dr. Goodall also opened the door for more women in her largely male field as well as across all of science. Women, including Dian Fossey, Birute Galdikas, Cheryl Knott and Penny Patterson, came to dominate the field of primate behavior research.

Dr. Goodall with her first husband, Hugo van Lawick, a Dutch wildlife photographer, in 1974. Associated Press


Television specials, including "Miss Goodall and the World of Chimpanzees," originally broadcast on CBS in 1965, made Dr. Goodall a household name. CBS, via Getty Images


Most of Dr. Goodall's observations focused on several generations of a troop of 30 to 40 chimpanzees, the species genetically closest to humans. She named some of them -- Flo, Fifi, David Greybeard -- and grew to know each of them personally. She was particularly interested in their courtship, mating rituals, births and parenting.

Dr. Goodall was the first scientist to explain to the world that chimpanzee mothers are capable of giving birth only once every four and a half to six years, and that only one or two babies were produced each year by the Gombe Stream troop. She found that first-time mothers generally hid their babies from the adult males, prompting frantic displays by the males -- leaping and hooting that could last five minutes. An experienced mother, however, she discovered, freely allowed males and other females to view her infant, satisfying their curiosity, in a far calmer introduction.

In her many articles, books and documentaries, Dr. Goodall explored similar signal moments in her own life. In March 1964, after a nearly yearlong courtship, she married Mr. van Lawick. Three years later, she gave birth to Hugo Eric Louis van Lawick, her only child, whom she nicknamed Grub.

Dr. Goodall, Mr. van Lawick and their son, Hugo Eric Louis van Lawick, in the ABC special "Jane Goodall and the World of Animal Behavior: The Lions of the Serengeti." ABC, via Getty Images


But even there she drew connections to her work in the field. She explained that her parenting philosophy and strategy were based on skills and values that she had learned from the chimpanzees, particularly the sure-handed matriarch of the troop, whom she named Flo. Nevertheless, she kept Grub in a protective cage while she was in the forest with him: She feared that he might be killed and eaten by the chimps.

Dr. Goodall's ability to weave scientific observation with the story of her own life produced a powerful drama filled with characters of all ages, sexes and species. She once told a scientific meeting that her work would have had far less resonance scientifically or emotionally if she had just referred to the proud and confident chimp known as David Greybeard by a number, as was the usual practice.

In the 1970s, Dr. Goodall began to spend less time observing chimpanzees and far more time seeking to protect them and their disappearing habitat. She made known her opposition to capturing wild chimpanzees for display in zoos or for medical research. And she traveled the world, drawing large audiences with a message of hope and confidence that the world would recognize the importance of preserving its natural resources.

The 1970s were also a period of upheaval in her personal life. In 1974, she divorced Mr. van Lawick and soon afterward married Derek Bryceson, the director of national parks in Tanzania. He died of cancer in 1980, a time she later said was perhaps the most difficult of her life.

Dr. Goodall in the Gombe Stream Chimpanzee Reserve with her mother, an author and novelist who wrote under the name Vanne Morris-Goodall. Hugo van Lawick/Jane Goodall Institute


She established the Jane Goodall Institute in 1977. It evolved into one of the world's largest nonprofit global research and conservation organizations, with offices in the United States and 24 other nations. Its Roots and Shoots program, launched in 1991, teaches young people about conservation in 75 countries.

In honor of her work, Tanzania in 1978 designated the Gombe Stream Reserve a national park. Dr. Goodall's institute maintains a research station there that attracts students and scientists from around the world. In 2002, the United Nations named Dr. Goodall a Messenger of Peace, the U.N.'s highest honor for global citizenship.

Valerie Jane Morris-Goodall was born in London on April 4, 1934, and grew up in Bournemouth as the older of two girls of Margaret Myfanwe (Joseph) Goodall, who was known as Vanne, and Mortimer Herbert Morris-Goodall.

Her mother was an author and novelist who wrote under the name Vanne Morris-Goodall. Her father was an engineer who raced cars for a time. The couple divorced after World War II. Vanne Goodall accompanied her daughter to the Gombe reserve at the start of Dr. Goodall's famous study in 1960 and was a leading character in much of her daughter's writing.

Dr. Goodall was a child when her father gave her a stuffed monkey doll that she named Jubilee.  Jane Goodall Institute


As a little girl, Jane adored Tarzan's Jane, Dr. Doolittle and a little stuffed monkey doll, a gift from her father that she named Jubilee. Indeed, in her public appearances, Dr. Goodall almost always described her scientific findings and her international renown as a fortunate convergence of her childhood love of animals and Africa with her inquisitive and adventurous nature.

In 1956, after finishing a course in secretarial school and taking several jobs in London, she received a letter from a friend whose family owned a farm near Nairobi, Kenya. The friend invited her to join her.

Dr. Goodall jumped at the opportunity. Booking passage on a freighter to Africa, she arrived in Nairobi, Kenya's capital, on her 23rd birthday. She was soon introduced to other expatriate Englishmen and women in Nairobi as well as to Dr. Leakey, at the time a prominent but not yet internationally renowned archaeologist.

Seven weeks after her arrival, she began work as Dr. Leakey's secretary and assistant. Dr. Goodall accompanied him that summer to the Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania, a three-day trip over trackless wilderness, where he was in the early phases of excavating early human remains. He often talked about his interest in stationing a researcher on Lake Tanganyika to study a troop of wild chimpanzees that lived there.

Dr. Goodall with one of her research subjects at the Gombe reserve in the 1970s. Bettmann, via Getty Images

Dr. Goodall watched young Gaia groom her mother, Gremlin, in 1998. Kristin J. Mosher/Jane Goodall Institute


Those discussions led to an agreement with Dr. Goodall that she would take on that mission. On July 14, 1960, accompanied by her mother, she arrived at Gombe, and three months later, she watched as the big, handsome adult male chimp she named David Greybeard did something no human had ever expected of an animal.

"He was squatting beside the red earth mound of a termite nest, and as I watched I saw him carefully push a long grass stem down into a hole in the mound," she wrote. "After a moment he withdrew it and picked something from the end of it with his mouth. It was obvious that he was actually using a grass stem as a tool."

Recognizing the contributions she was making to science, the University of Cambridge accepted her into its doctoral program in 1961 without an undergraduate degree. She was awarded her doctorate in 1965.

Dr. Goodall wrote 32 books, 15 of them for children. In her last book, "The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times" (2021, with Douglas Abrams and Gail Hudson), she wrote of her optimism about the future of humankind.

It was a message she continued to spread in her frequent public speaking engagements around the world, traveling some 300 days a year into her last decades, according to her institute. When she died on Wednesday, she had been scheduled to speak to students in Pasadena, Calif., and to participate in a tree-planting ceremony in an area that had been ravaged by wildfires.

Dr. Goodall playing with Bahati, a 3-year-old female chimpanzee, at a sanctuary in Kenya in 1997. Jean-Marc Bouju/Associated Press


Her many awards include the National Geographic Society's Hubbard Medal, presented in 1995, and the Templeton Prize, given in 2021. In 2003, Queen Elizabeth II named her a dame of the British Empire. In January, she was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States' highest civilian honor, by President Joseph R. Biden Jr.

She is survived by her son; her sister, Judy Waters; and three grandchildren.

In July 2022, Mattel released a Jane Goodall doll as part of its Barbie-branded Inspiring Women series. The doll, with blond hair and dressed in a tan field shirt and shorts, is made of recycled plastic. It honored the 62nd anniversary of Dr. Goodall's first visit to the Gombe reserve.

"Since young girls began reading about my early life and my career with the chimps, many, many, many of them have told me that they went into conservation or animal behavior because of me," Ms. Goodall once said in a CBS News interview. "I sincerely hope that it will help to create more interest and fascination in the natural world."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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As Israel Pounds Gaza City, an Overwhelming Exodus

The hundreds of thousands of Palestinians fleeing Israel's expanded ground offensive are further straining services, aid groups say. Hospitals are overflowing, water is low and diseases are spreading.

Video: 



Written by Liam Stack
Visuals by Saher Alghorra
Liam Stack reported from Tel Aviv and Saher Alghorra from Al-Mawasi and Nuseirat in the Gaza Strip.


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:44 AM

As Israel's full-scale assault in Gaza City began last month, Khitam Ayyad fled from her home there barefoot and without her possessions, heading to an area in southern Gaza that the Israeli military had designated as a "humanitarian zone."

The military said that tents, food and medical care would be provided to those fleeing the fighting in the north.

But when Ms. Ayyad reached the southern city of Khan Younis, one of the humanitarian areas, she said she found it overcrowded with desperate people who were being offered little help.

"We are exposed to the sun and the heat," she said. There was no space for her to build a shelter, she added, and "no proper food or water."

The Israeli military has said that its ground assault to take control of Gaza City, which began on Sept. 16, is an effort to rout one of the last remaining Hamas strongholds in Gaza.

Since Israel's ground assault on Gaza City began, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians sheltering there have fled to the south of Gaza.


A Palestinian man rested in the shade of a makeshift tent on the side of a road after fleeing fighting in northern Gaza.


Before the operation, the military said that the humanitarian infrastructure in southern Gaza was prepared for "the expected population volume moving from northern Gaza."

This week, the military said that 780,000 people had left Gaza City since an evacuation order was issued on Sept. 9.

The huge influx of Gazans into the south has further strained humanitarian services that aid groups say were not sufficient even before the arrival of thousands more people.

Olga Cherevko, a spokeswoman for the United Nations' humanitarian office who is working in a designated humanitarian zone, said there were "hundreds of people just sitting on the side of the road looking shellshocked, without anything."

On Monday, President Trump and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel backed a proposal to end the war, which was ignited by a Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. The plan stated that "full aid" would be sent "immediately" to Gaza once the plan went into effect, but it remained unclear if Hamas would accept the deal.

The Israeli military agency that coordinates aid to Gaza, known as COGAT, reiterated that the humanitarian facilities in the south were prepared for the new arrivals. "Accordingly, the transfer of food, medical equipment and shelter supplies has been increased," COGAT said in a statement on Sept. 25. "Steps have been taken in the fields of water and medical response in the southern Gaza Strip."

Palestinians carrying water from a tank in a camp for displaced people in Al-Mawasi in southern Gaza.


A food distribution point in Al-Mawasi. 


But two weeks into the offensive, there appeared to be little sign of that infrastructure, a visit by a New York Times photographer to the humanitarian zone showed and Palestinians and aid groups said in interviews. They said the facilities there were far from sufficient.

"The hospitals are completely overflowing," Ms. Cherevko said. "The water production is at some of the lowest levels that we've ever seen. There's all kinds of diseases."

Since the ground offensive in Gaza City began, aid agencies say, efforts to alleviate a worsening humanitarian crisis across Gaza have been plunged into chaos.

In the north, where hundreds of thousands of people are still sheltering in Gaza City, the delivery of food and aid has been severely disrupted, aid agencies say.

The United Nations' humanitarian office said the Israeli military closed the Zikim crossing on Sept. 12, days before the Gaza City operation began, cutting off an important entry point for aid and goods.

When asked about the closure, the Israeli military said the entry of aid trucks through Zikim was "subject to operational considerations."

Video: 

On land west of Nuseirat Camp in central Gaza, displaced Palestinians from Gaza City pitch their tent.

Bassem al-Qedra said that he and his children slept on the street for three days in Khan Younis, in southern Gaza, after they had fled Gaza City. 


The United Nations said the Israeli authorities had also denied or impeded about half of its attempts to bring aid from the south to the north of Gaza in recent weeks. That, Ms. Cherevko said, had severely hampered the work of community kitchens in the north, meaning they were able to prepare about a third of the meals they had before the offensive.

The Israeli military said in a statement that aid deliveries from southern to northern Gaza were "facilitated through internal coordination" between itself and aid groups, and that the delivery of aid "continues on an ongoing basis."

Israel's ground offensive in Gaza City has also devastated health care there.

On Wednesday, the Red Cross said it would suspend operations and move its staff out of the city, days after Doctors Without Borders, a medical charity, announced a similar move saying that Israeli forces had "encircled" their facilities. At the weekend, the United Nations said that fighting had rendered four hospitals in the north unusable over the past month.

Israel's conduct of the war, and its effect on civilians, has been widely criticized and has left the country isolated internationally.

Last month, a U.N. commission investigating the war said Israel was committing genocide against Palestinians, an accusation that Israel has denied.

In August, a U.N.-backed panel of food experts found that Gaza City and its surrounding area were officially under famine, with at least half a million people facing starvation, acute malnutrition and death. Israel has denied the report's findings and criticized the panel's methodology.

Israeli officials have said they let enough food into Gaza but argue that it is stolen or that aid agencies struggle to distribute it. The United Nations and other aid groups say that Israel frequently denies or delays requests to pick up supplies waiting at the border and move them into Gaza safely, among other challenges.

The persistent lack of security across Gaza has also made it difficult for aid agencies to reach people.

A family at the side of the road near to Nuseirat in central Gaza.


People traveling west of Nuseirat.


Before the Gaza City offensive, UNICEF delivered specialized treatment for malnourished children to northern Gaza twice a week, but it has delivered only one since the offensive began, said Tess Ingram, a spokeswoman for UNICEF. And last week, the United Nations said in a report that it had succeeded in getting a shipment of malnutrition treatment into Gaza City, only to have the supplies, which included enough treatment for 2,700 children, stolen by armed men.

The United Nations said that 73 percent of aid entering Gaza in September had been stolen from its trucks by desperate civilians or armed gangs. Some of that pilfered aid is then sold in local markets across the territory for inflated prices.

In Gaza City, some markets had stayed open in the earliest days of the Israeli ground offensive as vendors tried to offload their stocks before they fled. But residents said many markets now appeared to be closed or picked clean.

Amani al-Hessi, 40, a journalist for Al Madina, an Arabic-language newspaper based in Israel, who was sheltering in a badly damaged house in Gaza City, said there was nowhere left to buy food in her area.

"I went yesterday to what used to be the market in Shati, but no one was selling a thing there," she said, referring to one of Gaza City's neighborhoods. "We have food enough for one more week at best."

Many of those who made the long journey from Gaza City to Al-Mawasi found little space left to pitch a tent. 


A woman cooking for her family in Al-Mawasi. 


Aid agencies say the Israeli military appeared to have been unprepared for the exodus of people its Gaza City offensive would unleash.

"Is there food and water in al-Mawasi? Yes," Ms. Ingram, the UNICEF spokeswoman, said, referring to one of the designated humanitarian zones in the south. "Is it sufficient for the people who are currently here? No. Will it be sufficient if hundreds of thousands of more people come? Definitely not."

Bassem al-Qedra, 43, said he and his children slept on the street for three days after he fled to Khan Younis from Gaza City. He said that, eventually, he found an empty patch of sand and paid someone almost $100 to pitch a tent for his family there.

"No water, no food, no money," said Mr. al-Qedra, who worked as a taxi driver before his car was destroyed in the war. "No one could help."
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How Washington Became a Testing Ground for ICE

A series of arrests captured on video reveal how immigration officers have worked with other law enforcement agencies to identify migrants during stops for minor infractions.

Video: 



By Hamed Aleaziz, Brent McDonald and Amogh Vaz
Reporting from Washington


Oct 01, 2025 at 06:42 PM

A man from El Salvador was stopped for allegedly driving a landscaping truck through federal parkland. A Honduran man was pulled over when the police said he ran a stop sign as his family left a local park. A Jordanian man was detained while working in a food truck on the National Mall during a crackdown on unlicensed vendors.

President Trump's deployment of federal law enforcement officers in August across Washington -- intended, officials said, to lower crime -- transformed what was one of the largest sanctuary cities in the country into a test case for Immigration and Customs Enforcement as it expands its efforts in major urban centers.

The agency sharply increased its arrests in the city by working alongside the local police and other federal agencies to identify immigrants during stops for minor traffic violations, according to law enforcement officials, lawyers for detained migrants, internal immigration records and witness accounts.

ICE had made only 85 arrests in Washington from Jan. 20 through the end of July, according to data obtained by the Deportation Data Project. But from early August until mid-September, ICE made around 1,200 arrests, according to officials with knowledge of the data.

One key to the strategy: ICE's close partnership with both the Metropolitan Police Department and the U.S. Park Police, according to a New York Times review of dozens of videos filmed by witnesses in Washington. At other times, the agency operated alone, with masked officers detaining people in sometimes aggressive encounters that drew angry protests from neighbors.

Last week, an immigrants rights organization sued the Department of Homeland Security, accusing the agency of targeting people for their ethnicity, making arrests without probable cause and sowing "terror in Latino and other communities across the District."

The department called allegations that it had engaged in racial profiling "disgusting, reckless, and categorically FALSE."

President Trump addressed federal officers and National Guard members at a U.S. Park Police facility in Washington days after declaring a crime emergency in the city.  Nathan Howard/Reuters


As the administration works to deepen police cooperation on immigrant enforcement throughout the country, the effort in Washington shows how migrants stopped by local law enforcement for low-level infractions can swiftly be detained by ICE -- a boost for an agency struggling to meet the White House's demands for higher arrest numbers.

Since January, ICE has signed more than 520 agreements in 35 states that allow local law enforcement to collaborate with federal officials on immigration enforcement during routine patrols.

However, the administration has faced resistance to such arrangements from liberal cities with so-called sanctuary policies, which ban the police from assisting immigration agents.

To get around that in Washington, the Trump administration exploited the city's tenuous status as a federal district, compelling the police to cooperate with ICE by declaring a "crime emergency." Previously, under Washington's sanctuary city law, local police officers had not been permitted to cooperate with federal immigration enforcement authorities.

It also took advantage of the array of federal law enforcement already operating in the region, including the U.S. Park Police, which also has officers in New York and San Francisco. During the surge, Interior Secretary Doug Burgum deputized immigration officers to patrol with Park Police officers and granted the Park Police authority to pursue fleeing offenders.

Tricia McLaughlin, a homeland security spokeswoman, said in a statement that immigration officials in Washington had "arrested gang members, kidnappers, drug traffickers and other violent thugs." She highlighted the department's collaboration with the local police, the Park Police and other law enforcement agencies, adding, "Criminal aliens are a public safety threat, and there should be no place for sanctuary policies that place crime over the community."

The Department of Homeland Security did not respond to questions about how many of the 1,200 people detained for immigration violations in Washington had also been accused of committing other crimes.

While Mayor Muriel Bowser has said that local police officers would stop assisting immigration enforcement when Mr. Trump's emergency order expired on Sept. 10, the federal deployment has opened the door to more cooperation.

The Metropolitan Police Department has left in place a policy change allowing officers to share information with federal immigration authorities about people not in custody, such as during traffic stops, according to Daniel Gleick, a spokesman for the mayor's office. And the police department continues to work with a federal task force focused on Washington that includes officers from homeland security, the mayor acknowledged on Wednesday.

"We never wanted M.P.D. to patrol with homeland security agencies, but they are part of the task force, and that should change," she told reporters.

Mr. Trump has also threatened to once again take over the city's police department if the mayor does not cooperate on immigration enforcement.

And ICE officials, who continue to work with other federal agencies in Washington, said they did not plan to let up. "We're going to continue our operations in the D.C. metro area," Marcos Charles, who leads ICE's enforcement and removal operations, said in an interview.

Seizing On Traffic Violations

One of the first visible signs of ICE's presence in Washington came at "safety compliance" checkpoints set up on major streets at rush hour, after dark outside popular restaurants and during the day in residential zones. Videos show officers working alongside local police officers as drivers were told to pull over their cars or scooters for minor infractions.

Video: 


Immigration officers were also frequently seen in videos accompanying local police officers during routine traffic stops.

The Times obtained videos from witnesses who recorded them, or from the lawyers of the people arrested, and verified their locations, names and legal status with federal law enforcement officials. Some witnesses who shared videos with The Times requested that their names be withheld out of fear of retaliation.

In one case, Aaron, a 41-year-old Honduran man, was driving away from a local park on Sept. 8 with his wife and two young children when he was pulled over for failing to make a full stop at an intersection.

Videos of the incident show a police vehicle parked directly behind his car, followed by two Customs and Border Protection vehicles.

Federal officers determined that he did not have legal status and detained him, records show.

Video: 


Aaron, who asked to be identified by only his first name out of fear of retribution, said he had lived in Washington for six years, building a life in the immigrant-rich Columbia Heights neighborhood. He worked as a maintenance worker, fixing HVAC systems, and coached soccer.

In an interview from inside an ICE detention facility in Virginia, Aaron said he had no idea how his family would pay for rent and food without him.

"I mean, I'm destroyed, completely destroyed," he said. "They changed my life -- I think forever."

Some police officials are worried about the long-term impact of the work with immigration authorities. One police official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly, voiced concerns that the department's forced alliance with ICE could shatter trust between local police officers and the immigrant community.

A New Focus for Park Police

A U.S. Park Police officer and homeland security agents in August pulled over, questioned and administered a sobriety test to a man in Washington suspected of having incorrect tags on his vehicle.  Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The primary role of the Park Police, a division of the National Park Service, is protecting national parklands, federal buildings and monuments in Washington, New York and San Francisco. But under the current administration, the agency has stepped up its role in immigration enforcement, a shift from its traditional focus, according to former officers.

Videos collected and verified by The Times show members of the Park Police, trailed by homeland security agents, initiating traffic stops of landscaping, construction and food delivery vehicles around the city.

On Aug. 20, Park Police officers pulled over a truck that bore the logo of a Maryland landscaping business as it drove through Rock Creek Park, a national park that bisects the District of Columbia.

The officers said the vehicle was pulled over because its tags were obscured, and asked to see the identification of those inside the truck, according to the driver, a U.S. citizen who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retaliation.

When one member of the landscaping crew failed to provide a valid ID, he was pulled from the passenger seat, according to the driver, who filmed the arrest on his phone.

Video: 


"This is an illegal detention," he can be heard shouting in the video.

Ms. McLaughlin, the homeland security spokeswoman, said officers discovered during the stop that the man was a Honduran immigrant who had entered the United States illegally, adding that he had resisted arrest.

The next day, the landscaping company sent its clients an email saying that it would be forced to pause work in Washington "until we can determine how to ensure the safety of our team."

Rock Creek Park, a forested greenway typically frequented by cyclists and joggers, has been a major area of focus of the joint immigration operations.

In late August, a junk removal truck driving through the park was pulled over by Park Police officers working with agents from Homeland Security Investigations. The alleged violation: driving a commercial vehicle through a federal park.

The two men inside the truck, one from Nicaragua and the other from Egypt, were placed in custody pending deportation, the Department of Homeland Security said.

A few days later, a Park Police officer pulled over Erminio Guevara, a native of El Salvador, for driving a landscaping truck through the same park. A local resident filmed Mr. Guevara as he was being arrested and loaded into an unmarked S.U.V. She asked the officers why he was being detained and whether they had racially profiled him. They did not respond.

Video: 


According to the department, Mr. Guevara admitted to entering the United States illegally in 2001.

Since early August, residents have sent hundreds of videos, photos and tips to D.C. Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid, an immigrant support group that set up an ICE tip hotline.

Amy Fischer, who leads the organization, said the footage reflected a dramatic surge in dragnet-style arrest tactics.

"We just saw the roving patrols arresting anybody that looked brown, basically," Ms. Fischer said.

The Department of Homeland Security has rejected such claims, saying that it uses "reasonable suspicion" to make arrests.

"What makes someone a target for immigration enforcement is if they are illegally in the U.S. -- NOT their skin color, race, or ethnicity," the agency wrote in a social media post.

The Park Police's partnership with ICE has drawn the agency into the administration's aggressive public campaign against undocumented immigrants.

In August, the two agencies worked together to detain Laith Husam Farah Zaza, a Jordanian man accused of overstaying his visa, as he worked in a food truck near the National Mall. Afterward, immigration officials posted his photo on social media, highlighting the role of the Park Police in "targeting unlawful food truck and cart vendors."

Mr. Farah Zaza's wife, Fatima Marroquin-Pineda, who is a U.S. citizen, said her husband had been working extra hours as a line cook to help pay the fees required to obtain legal status through their marriage.

She said she was shocked to see the government celebrate his arrest on social media. "He was not a criminal, and it's not a crime to work on a food truck," she said.

Aubrie Spady, an Interior Department spokeswoman, said in a statement: "U.S. Park Police are responsible for conducting common, legitimate traffic stops. If immigration violations are found, the U.S. Park Police allow the Department of Homeland Security to take it from there."

Questions About Due Process

ICE has also worked on its own in Washington, targeting people in their cars and stopping others on the sidewalk for minor infractions.

Videos show some officers wearing masks while carrying out arrests -- a practice that is now banned in California -- creating confusion and alarm among local residents.

ICE officials have said the face coverings are necessary to protect the safety of their officers, noting they have been threatened and attacked. "The brave men and women of ICE choose to wear masks for safety, not secrecy," the agency said in a statement.

On Sept. 2, Allison Price, 49, was walking her dog with her husband in D.C.'s Chevy Chase neighborhood when she saw two armed, masked agents in a beat-up minivan pull over a utility vehicle. In less than five minutes, the vehicle's driver and passenger were in handcuffs and whisked away.

Video: 


The Department of Homeland Security said that two men, Marvin Saul Alvarez from El Salvador and Daniel Misael Perez-Perez from Guatemala, had entered the United States illegally and were picked up during "a targeted enforcement operation."

"It was like an abduction," said Ms. Price, who recorded the arrest on her cellphone while unsuccessfully pressing an officer to identify his agency. No other police officers were present.

"I kept thinking, if it was me or my family and I was disappeared, how would you have any evidence?"

Allison Price and her husband, Jonathan Kaplan, were alarmed by masked immigration officers making an arrest near their Washington home on Sept. 2. Brent McDonald/The New York Times


After the arrest, Ms. Price uploaded the video to YouTube and asked the community to help circulate it online.

"This is not acceptable," Ms. Price said. "I'm a D.C. resident of 25 years. Like, how is this happening? What is the authority? What is due process?"

Campbell Robertson and Albert Sun contributed reporting.
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Release of Democrat's Naval Record Scrambles a Tight Governor's Race

In the New Jersey governor's race, Mikie Sherrill, the Democrat, is locked in a bitter battle with Jack Ciattarelli, the Republican, over the release of records tied to her military service.

Representative Mikie Sherrill, a former Navy helicopter pilot, has denounced the Trump administration's improper release of her military file to an ally of her Republican opponent, Jack Ciattarelli. James Estrin/The New York Times



By Tracey Tully



Sep 30, 2025 at 10:48 PM

Jack Ciattarelli, the Republican nominee for governor of New Jersey, spent much of the summer looking for an edge against his Democratic opponent, Representative Mikie Sherrill.

His campaign aides were trying hard to get their hands on disciplinary records, hoping to tie her to a cheating scandal that had rocked her alma mater, the U.S. Naval Academy, three decades earlier. Ms. Sherrill had been barred from participating in the academy's 1994 graduation ceremony, and it was not clear why.

They did not get those records. But the Trump administration did provide something else to a Ciattarelli ally: Ms. Sherrill's official military personnel file, largely unredacted, exposing her Social Security number and performance evaluations.

A dispute over how -- and why -- the records were released has now enveloped the high-stakes election just a month before Election Day, as polls show the race narrowing. The contest, one of just two governor's races this year, is seen as both a test of support for Mr. Trump's policies and a bellwether ahead of 2026 congressional races that will determine the balance of power in Washington.

Ms. Sherrill last week said she had been penalized for failing to "turn in" her classmates in the throes of the cheating scandal. But she has also said that the disclosure of her comprehensive military record smacks of political dirty tricks. Her Democratic supporters have echoed her complaint, questioning whether the records were released to try to sully the reputation of Ms. Sherrill, who has made her Navy service a centerpiece of her campaign as she runs against a Republican endorsed by President Trump.

Ms. Sherrill has released a digital ad denouncing the exposure of the material, and Democrats are calling for a criminal investigation. Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign has, in turn, threatened a defamation lawsuit.

At the crux of the dispute are 85 pages of Ms. Sherrill's military service record released three months ago by a branch of the National Archives to Nicholas De Gregorio, a Republican who has run for Congress in New Jersey and is supportive of Mr. Ciattarelli. Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign obtained the document from him and recently shared it with CBS News, which aired a story last week.

A spokeswoman for the National Archives and Records Administration has acknowledged that Ms. Sherrill's personal information should never have been released. She said an investigation is underway to determine how the release occurred.

"That large file that they received was done in error," the spokeswoman, Grace McCaffrey, said in an interview. "This was a really egregious error, but unfortunately they can happen," she added.

Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign had been trying for months to discover why Ms. Sherrill's name was missing from a graduation program celebrating the 1994 commencement at the Naval Academy, which at the time was convulsed by a cheating scandal that had implicated more than 130 students.

The records shared with CBS News did not include an explanation of Ms. Sherrill's absence from the ceremony.

But she volunteered one: "I didn't turn in some of my classmates, so I didn't walk, but graduated and was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy, serving for nearly 10 years with the highest level of distinction and honor," Ms. Sherrill said in a statement.

Ms. Sherrill said she was barred from participating in her Naval Academy graduation ceremony because she had refused to turn in some of her classmates during a cheating scandal. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign has demanded that Ms. Sherrill disclose records to substantiate that explanation. A spokesman for Ms. Sherrill, who during her campaign has emphasized her goal of increasing transparency in state government, has said that "we are not going to release anything to Jack's campaign in his clear attempt to smear a veteran."

Supporters of both candidates have rushed to their aid.

Ms. Sherrill's Democratic allies have attacked the Trump administration's release of a veteran's private information. Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House minority leader, has said the breach warrants a criminal investigation.

Mark D. Sheridan, a lawyer working for Mr. Ciattarelli, has said that the campaign trusted that anything released by the National Archives through a formal Freedom of Information Act request would not have contained material that "should not have been provided."

Campaign aides were "unaware they were in possession" of material that should not have been released until after the document was shared with CBS, Mr. Sheridan wrote in a letter outlining the sequence of events.

Still, a new ad by Ms. Sherrill's campaign calls the sharing of the records by Mr. Ciattarelli's camp "despicable."

Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign has argued that voters deserve more information about why Ms. Sherrill was not permitted to participate in the ceremony. "Her claims about why she was punished and barred from her own graduation are just that -- her claims," Chris Russell, Mr. Ciattarelli's top political strategist, said in an email. "The only way to know the whole truth is through complete transparency, which she must provide."

New Jersey's three House Republicans, Representatives Jeff Van Drew, Chris Smith and Thomas Kean Jr., have also rallied to Mr. Ciattarelli's side. "If those sealed disciplinary records match Representative Sherrill's current explanation, we are unsure why she would refuse to release the records and put this matter to rest," they said Monday in a joint statement.

Jack Ciattarelli, a Republican, has been endorsed by President Trump. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times

Mr. Trump's stronger-than-expected showing in New Jersey in the 2024 presidential election has buoyed Republicans hoping to make inroads in Trenton. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Ms. Sherrill's absence from the graduation ceremony did not dim her military career. In June 1991, as a student at the Naval Academy, she was commended for saving a classmate's life during a training exercise at sea, administering artificial resuscitation five times over two hours while waiting for a helicopter evacuation. She went on to serve with distinction for more than nine years, earning two Navy commendation medals and four achievement medals, according to information obtained by The New York Times from the Navy through a records request.

Her military record has dominated her messaging as she runs for governor. An image of a helicopter is even embedded in her campaign website's logo.

Ms. Sherrill was notified by the federal government about the release of her private information last Monday, the same day the National Personnel Records Center asked Mr. De Gregorio not to share the records with anyone else. "We made a serious error," read an email sent to Mr. De Gregorio and included as an attachment to Mr. Sheridan's letter. 

Ms. Sherrill has said that she does not believe it was an innocent mistake.

"This is by no means an accident," she told MSNBC on Friday.

"They will completely weaponize the federal government to achieve what they want," she said of the Trump administration.

Mr. Ciattarelli's campaign has warned Ms. Sherrill that it would sue for defamation if she and her campaign continued to suggest that it had colluded with the Trump administration to "smear" the congresswoman or had acted illegally.

Mr. Sheridan said the campaign had complied with the federal government's request not to "further disseminate the record." He also noted in a brief interview that the CBS reporter was "the only person outside of the campaign" who received the material.

New Jersey and Virginia are holding this year's only elections for governor. Democrats who are locked out of power in Washington and hungry for momentum are intently focused on winning both.

History, in New Jersey, is not on their side. Not since 1961 has either party won a third consecutive term as governor there, and Philip D. Murphy, a Democrat, has held the seat for two. Mr. Trump's stronger-than-expected showing last November in New Jersey has also buoyed Republicans hoping to make inroads in Trenton, where Democrats have controlled both houses of the Legislature for nearly a quarter-century.

New Jersey, a small, densely packed state, has roughly 860,000 more registered Democrats than Republicans.

And until last week, Ms. Sherrill, who was elected to Congress during Mr. Trump's first term as president, held at least a small lead in every poll released publicly. But on Thursday, an Emerson College poll concluded that voters -- surveyed before the news broke about her military records -- were evenly split.

John Ismay contributed reporting.
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20-Story Public Housing Building in the Bronx Partly Collapses

Fire officials said a ventilation shaft in a building on Alexander Avenue had fallen in after reports of an explosion. There were no reports of injuries.

Video: 20-Story Building in the Bronx Partly Collapses

The partial collapse of the public housing building in the Bronx followed an explosion in a ventilation shaft connected to the boiler room.


By Mihir Zaveri, Taylor Robinson and Miles G. Cohen



Oct 01, 2025 at 02:26 PM

Victoria Leltenant was watching the news in her 17th-floor apartment in the Bronx on Wednesday morning when she heard a boom and felt the building shake. The broadcast went dark. Smoke filled the air.

In a panic, she scrambled outside to find that an entire corner of the 20-story building she had lived in for four decades had crashed to the ground in a pile of rubble.

She had left her phone and all her belongings inside the building, which is part of a public housing development in the Mott Haven neighborhood called the Mitchel Houses.

"I just want to go home," Ms. Leltenant, 74, said as she waited in a crowd of people outside the building at 205 Alexander Avenue. None of the building's roughly 350 residents were injured, the authorities said.

Victoria Leltenant said she fled her 17th-floor apartment after the explosion, leaving behind all of her belongings.  Dave Sanders for The New York Times


Many of the more than 300,000 people who live in New York City's deteriorating public housing have become accustomed to dealing with leaks, mold and faulty elevators. But the partial collapse on Wednesday, which followed an explosion in a ventilation shaft connected to the boiler room, brought a new level of fear about conditions in a system that was already estimated to need $80 billion in repairs and other improvements over the next 20 years.

Hours after the initial collapse, objects continued to fall from the building.

"You've got to think about it: If that happened in that building, are we safe in any other buildings?" Marsha Williams, the president of the Mitchel Houses tenant association, said.

It was not immediately clear on Wednesday what had led to the explosion. The New York City Housing Authority, which runs public housing, said in a statement that a routine daily check of the boiler plant was being conducted when the explosion happened. Though Wednesday was the first day of the heating season, NYCHA says boilers are kept on year-round because they provide hot water.


NYCHA has increasingly struggled to keep its buildings in good shape. From 2001 to 2017, for example, federal capital funding -- money for repairs and upgrades -- declined by nearly 20 percent even as needs grew. And while the funding has increased over the past few years, conditions have gotten worse.

Mitchel Houses, built in 1966 and home to about 3,500 people, accounts for about $717 million of those needs, according to city data, including about $118 million for the buildings' exterior and other structural issues.

The housing authority, under Mr. Adams, has increasingly sought to rehabilitate its portfolio by shifting many developments to private management.

"No one should be surprised by today's tragic incident," said Jessica Katz, the city's former chief housing officer under Mr. Adams who is continuing to work on NYCHA improvements. "It's a miracle there were no injuries today. But with a portfolio of 2,400-plus public housing buildings citywide, we can't afford to keep playing games with residents' lives."

James Oddo, the buildings commissioner, said at the news conference that his team was reviewing records for the complex, which he said had three open violations for boilers unrelated to safety. "But we don't know at this time if they have anything to do with this incident," he said. 

A NYCHA spokeswoman, Barbara Brancaccio, said the building's heating plant had been inspected in June and that NYCHA did not believe that "prior open violations" played a role in the explosion. 

After the collapse on Wednesday at the building on Alexander Avenue, an open gash extended from the roof to the ground along one corner. City inspectors could be seen assessing the damage, checking the building's foundation and the apartments close to the damage as helicopters whirred overhead and music blasted from a speaker at a nearby playground. Sidewalks and pathways near the rubble were cordoned off with caution tape, but people walked over and under the tape, seemingly unfazed.

Some residents clustered in the development's gymnasium, sitting on the floor or in metal folding chairs as they waited to hear whether they would be relocated. Many of the building's residents were let back in on Wednesday afternoon, but 84 residents who live in units closest to the collapsed area will be put up in hotels for at least two nights. Gas has been shut down to the entire complex and hot plates are being distributed, NYCHA said.

NYCHA said in a statement that the agency was "committed to transparency, to assisting impacted residents, and to ensuring the safety of residents and of the public."

Lameisha Singleton, 37, who was standing across the street with other residents who had evacuated, said the corner of her second-floor apartment, above the boiler room, had been part of the collapse.

"First, you heard the boom," she said. "Then after the boom, it started shaking mad fast."

As people dashed for the staircase, Ms. Singleton said, she went up to the fifth floor to help an older neighbor. Then she, too, ran out of the building.

"I'm just traumatized," she said. "I'm still trying to wrap my head around this and around the fact that I have nowhere to live."

India Thompson, who has lived in the Mitchel Houses for 15 years, said she was jolted awake when her bed started shaking. "I thought it was an earthquake," she said.

Valeria Gago, 48, who lives on the seventh floor with her father, Arturo Gago, 88, was outside running an errand when she heard about an explosion.

"I was like 'Oh, God, please don't let it be my building,'" Ms. Gago said. When she found out it was, she rushed home, only to find her father still inside.

"I called him and he said he was just lying on the couch watching the news," she said. "Then he felt his body fly."

The collapse was one of the latest examples of the questionable structural integrity of aging New York City buildings, even beyond public housing. In December 2023, parts of a 46-unit building in the Bronx collapsed (no one was seriously injured).

Abieyuwa Aghayere, an engineering professor at Drexel University who specializes in structural failures, said that only a large explosion would have been powerful enough to cause the collapse of a brick wall running the length of the building.

Dr. Aghayere said it was fortunate that the energy from the blast had appeared to travel outward toward the exterior wall, relieving the pressure and helping contain the damage. "It could have been worse," he said.

Still, he said, videos after the incident appeared to show that some window air-conditioning units had been dislodged, suggesting that the building shook following the blast and could have sustained internal damage.

Zach Iscol, the emergency management commissioner, said at the news conference that his agency was working with NYCHA, the Department of Buildings and Con Edison, the energy utility, to inspect apartments for safety and restore services in the building.

Mr. Iscol said the American Red Cross and NYCHA had opened up a reception center for displaced residents at the Mitchel Community Center, around the corner at 210 Alexander Avenue. He encouraged anyone affected by the building collapse to call 311 if they needed food or accommodations.

Anusha Bayya, Matthew Haag, Anna Kode and Andy Newman contributed reporting.
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A Doctor in Sudan Described the Horror of War. Days Later, He Was Killed.

Dr. Omar Selik's raw, urgent testimony from a besieged city cut through the fog of war and crystallized the depravity of the conflict. And then he was gone.

Sudanese residents gathered to receive food in El Fasher, a city in Darfur that has been under a siege by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces since April 2024. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Declan Walsh
When Declan Walsh couldn't reach the besieged city of El Fasher, he contacted residents using limited satellite internet connections, reporting from Nairobi, Kenya.


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Dr. Omar Selik wanted to be seen, literally.

At the end of a harrowing, hourlong interview about life in the besieged Sudanese city of El Fasher, where he spoke via a rare satellite internet connection, he asked to switch on his camera. An exhausted, war-weary face appeared, then broke into an enormous grin.

"This is a good day for me," Dr. Selik said, relief washing across his features. "I feel like a human being again."

I found myself smiling too.

That simple moment of connection was enough to provide him with fleeting relief after 500 days of horrific siege. Dr. Selik, 43, was one of the last health workers in El Fasher, a city of a quarter-million desperate residents in the western region of Darfur, where death fell from the sky and starvation was a constant companion.

Moments earlier, Dr. Selik had been crying as he described how a pregnant woman had bled to death in his care for want of simple medicines. Now he tilted his camera down, inviting me to look at his lunch. I could hardly believe my eyes.

He held a plate of lumpy brown mush, animal fodder normally fed to camels and cows. It had become the main source of food for most people in El Fasher, he explained -- a disturbing sign of how both a doctor and the people he was trying to save had been stripped of their humanity.

Dr. Omar Selik, top, spoke via a satellite internet connection with the journalists Declan Walsh, bottom right, and Abdalrahman Altayeb.  The New York Times


That was why it felt so good to speak with someone on the outside, he said: "People are dying, and nobody is even watching."

For me, it was also a moment of clarity. Since Sudan's civil war started in April 2023, I had been unable to enter Darfur, ground zero of a nationwide famine and the site of a crushing siege. Now, through the fog of war, I had found someone whose raw, urgent testimony crystallized the depravity of the conflict.

And then he was gone.

Days later, Dr. Selik left his home to attend dawn prayers at a nearby mosque. A missile slammed through the roof, exploding among the worshipers and killing about 75 people. Dr. Selik was among them.

It was the latest example of the toxic mix of technology, brutality and impunity that have come to characterize a war that has killed as many as 400,000 people, by some expert estimates. Witnesses said the missile was fired by a drone, one of many supplied by the United Arab Emirates to the Rapid Support Forces, the paramilitary group laying siege to El Fasher. The Emirates denies backing either side in the war.

For the city's embattled residents, it was another devastating loss. "My heart is broken," said Salwa Ahmed, a university lecturer who had taken shelter in Dr. Selik's house.

Like other residents, Ms. Ahmed said she felt abandoned by the outside world, and was skeptical that help would ever come. One faint glimmer of help, though, is on the horizon, led by President Trump's senior adviser for Africa, Massad Boulos.

For weeks, Mr. Boulos has been negotiating with the R.S.F. to allow international aid into El Fasher, and last week he told the Financial Times an aid convoy could arrive "very, very soon."

A senior U.S. official, who requested anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly, said the convoy would likely comprise about 45 U.N. trucks, and could set out as soon as next Monday. But the details are still being worked out, including, crucially, how any aid would be distributed once it reached the stricken city.

The U.S. official said it was unclear if the R.S.F. would allow the aid to reach neighborhoods held by its enemy, the Sudanese military -- the same areas that have borne the brunt of the siege.

A State Department official declined to comment on the talks, and referred to Mr. Boulos's earlier statements about his efforts in Sudan.

Volunteers prepared meals for residents of El Fasher, a besieged city in Sudan's western Darfur region, in August. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The siege began in April 2024 as the R.S.F., whose fighters mostly come from Darfur, tried to drive Sudan's military out of the sprawling region. It intensified in March after the R.S.F. was expelled from Khartoum, the capital of Sudan.

As others fled, Dr. Selik stayed. "He said, 'I can't leave these people behind,'" said Omer Eltahir, a fellow doctor living in Ireland, who spoke to him in July.

Dr. Selik took up at the city's last functioning hospital, which had been bombed 30 times, where he quickly retrained as a combat medic. "Head trauma, chest trauma, punctured abdomens," he told me, rattling off a list of typical injuries he treated. "Anything caused by a bullet or a bomb."

This summer, the crisis intensified after R.S.F. fighters built a high earthen wall around El Fasher that is now 42 miles long. Fighters shot dead anyone who tried to cross it at night.

At the hospital, supplies of food and medicine ran out. Surgeons used mosquito nets as medical gauze to carry out operations. Cholera and malaria swept through wards.

One day, at a small clinic he ran in the north of the city, Dr. Selik encountered a group of Colombian mercenaries fighting alongside the R.S.F. "They were speaking Spanish," he said. Later, the bodies of Colombians killed in battle were brought to the hospital, he said.

Dr. Selik sent his wife and children to Khartoum, for their safety. But his sister stayed behind, only to be killed with her three children in August, when a shell crashed into their home. "That's just one story," he told me. "In this city, there are so many like it."

A Starlink terminal, provided by a relative, offered a lifeline to the outside world. Yet even there, the conflict found him. On WhatsApp groups of Sudanese medics, Dr. Selik was dismayed by bitter disputes that erupted along political or ethnic lines, Dr. Eltahir said.

"People were calling each other pigs," he said. "Omar asked them to stop."

But the Starlink terminal also provided him a means of calling for help. What worried him most, Dr. Selik told me, was what would happen if the R.S.F. completely overran the city. "They will kill everyone," he said.

Aid workers and American officials have similar concerns. The city could fall to the R.S.F. within weeks or even sooner, the U.S. official said. Many worry about a repeat of the massacre in El Geneina, in western Darfur, in late 2023, where R.S.F. fighters killed as many as 15,000 people, according to the United Nations.

"We fear that as the battle for the city intensifies, the worst is yet to come," Mirjana Spoljaric, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, said at the United Nations in New York last week. "We should not allow this to happen."

Abdalrahman Altayeb contributed reporting from Khartoum, Sudan.
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Philippine Village for Typhoon Survivors Is Hit by Deadly Quake

The earthquake killed at least 69 people, including residents of a village of "disaster-resilient homes" built for people who survived Super Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. 

Video: Rescuers Search for Survivors After Deadly Philippines Quake

Dozens were killed after a 6.9-magnitude earthquake struck in the Cebu Province of the Philippines on Tuesday.


By Aie Balagtas See and Jason Gutierrez
Reporting from Manila


Oct 01, 2025 at 02:02 PM

The village was meant to be a place of safety: 200 "disaster-resilient homes" for survivors of a devastating 2013 typhoon, paid for by a charity and built to withstand ferocious winds.

But now it is one of the deadliest sites in another natural disaster, a 6.9-magnitude earthquake late Tuesday centered in Cebu Province in the Philippines. By Wednesday, 69 deaths had been confirmed as rescue workers dug through rubble, searching for dozens of people who were still missing. 

Wilson Ramos, an emergency worker with a local response unit, said the quake had killed at least 10 people in the SM Cares Village, established just over a decade ago for survivors of Super Typhoon Haiyan, which killed more than 6,000 people in the Philippines.

"This area was built to safeguard storm survivors and people from high-risk zones," Mr. Ramos said. "I cannot yet say whether those who died were also Haiyan survivors; more than 10 years have passed. But this village was intended to give them a new home."

Patients received treatment at makeshift stations outside a hospital in Bogo City on Wednesday. Ted Aljibe/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The quake was the deadliest in the Philippines since 2013.

Cebu's governor, Pamela Baricuatro, put the entire province, in the central Philippines, under a state of emergency. Bernardo Rafaelito Alejandro, a deputy administrator for the civil defense office, said at a news briefing that the response efforts were focused on the northern tip of Cebu's main island, including Bogo City, where the SM Cares Village was established in 2014.

"Right now, the priority is search and rescue," Mr. Alejandro said.

Besides survivors of Haiyan, which was known in the Philippines as Super Typhoon Yolanda, the SM Cares Village was meant to house residents who had moved away from coastal danger zones.

Mikee Empaces, an executive secretary in the governor's office, said that ceilings in the SM Cares Village homes collapsed when the quake struck.

Damaged buildings in Bogo City. Response efforts were centering on the northern tip of Cebu's main island, the authorities said. Eloisa Lopez/Reuters


"Some families were completely gone, and in other cases several members of one family died," said Jeany Ynot, the chief of Bogo City's disaster unit.

The village was established by SM Cares, the social arm of one of the Philippines' largest corporations. It did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment on Wednesday evening.

Members of the Philippine Coast Guard and medical workers loading a ship in Manila on Wednesday. Lisa Marie David/Reuters


Elsewhere, many people were buried under soil and boulders in a landslide caused by the quake, Ms. Ynot said in an interview. One village in a mountainous area, Binabag, was hit especially badly, she said. 

Mr. Alejandro, the civil defense official, said his office had asked for additional workers for the Bogo City district hospital, which he said had been overwhelmed by patients.

The ruins of a religious site in Daanbantayan, in Cebu Province, on Wednesday. Associated Press


Officials said infrastructure damage in the area was widespread, with at least 11 bridges impassable; key roads blocked by landslides; and government buildings, including Bogo City Hall, a municipal hall in another town and a sports complex, either collapsed or partly destroyed.

Ms. Empaces said that two or three hospitals had been rendered unusable and that power and communications were down in at least three municipalities.

Officials said infrastructure damage in Cebu Province was widespread. Ted Aljibe/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Alejandro said public works personnel were being sent to Cebu to inspect buildings and had been told to prioritize hospitals, schools and roads. In Bogo City alone, Mr. Alejandro said, about 1,000 residents have been forced to stay in open spaces until their homes are deemed safe.

"We have to restore power immediately, and we have to ensure the integrity of structures," Mr. Alejandro said.
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Can This City Make Residents Put Down Their Smartphones?

The authorities in Toyoake, Japan, introduced a rule limiting the use of digital devices to two hours per day outside of work and school. Some residents say it is an overreach.

High schoolers in Toyoake, Japan, said they use their phones for longer than the two hours that authorities want to restrict them to.



By Javier C. Hernandez and Hisako Ueno
Reporting from Toyoake, Japan


Oct 01, 2025 at 05:00 AM

The idea came to Masafumi Kouki, the energetic mayor of the Japanese city of Toyoake, on a summer day as he pondered rising truancy rates at local schools. Toyoake's nearly 68,000 residents, especially children, seemed increasingly addicted to their digital devices, he thought, so why not try to reduce the amount of time they spent staring at screens?

Within a few days, Mr. Kouki and his staff had drafted a 2,400-character ordinance limiting the use of smartphones, tablets, game consoles and computers to two hours per day for Toyoake's residents, not counting work and school hours. The ordinance, which goes into effect on Wednesday, will make Toyoake one of the first cities in Japan to attempt to use the platform of the government to get its citizens to put down their phones.

"It's so sad to end your day looking at your smartphone all the time at home," Mr. Kouki said in an interview this week in Toyoake, an industrial suburb of Nagoya. "I hope that citizens change their behavior."

Masafumi Kouki, the mayor of Toyoake, said he came up with the idea of imposing limits because he was concerned that residents, especially young people, were addicted to their smartphones. Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


Toyoake's ordinance, which was approved in a 12-7 vote by the city assembly last week, is largely symbolic. The authorities will not track residents' smartphone use and there will be no penalties, city officials say, for exceeding the two-hour recommendation.

But in Japan, there is heavy social pressure to follow official guidelines. And Toyoake's leaders hope residents will voluntarily reduce their use of digital devices -- and choose to get more sleep and spend time with family members instead.

Some residents are pushing back, saying the government is intruding on the lives of its citizens. City authorities have received about 400 phone calls and messages about the ordinance, mostly negative. Critics circulated a petition calling for the ordinance to be rescinded, and local politicians denounced it on social media.

"In just one sentence: It's none of your business," Mariko Fujie, a lawmaker in Toyoake who voted against the ordinance, said in an interview.

Ms. Fujie distributed a newsletter to constituents railing against the smartphone limit, with bullet points like "not based on scientific evidence" and "the perspective of children's rights is missing." She said she worried that residents would feel pressure to follow the ordinance.

"Many of my supporters are saying that it's condescending for the city to say such a thing," she said. "This ordinance is total nonsense."

Mariko Fujie, right, and Yoshiaki Shimizu, are local lawmakers in Toyoake who oppose the screen time rule. "This ordinance is total nonsense," Ms. Fujie said. Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


Efforts to regulate screen time are not new in Japan, one of the world's most connected societies and the birthplace of technology giants like Nintendo and Sony. A government study last year found that Japanese elementary and secondary school students use their phones on average for about five hours each day.

In 2020, Kagawa Prefecture on the Japanese island of Shikoku moved similarly to limit the amount of time young people spent playing video games, prompting protests and a lawsuit, which failed to overturn it. The results of a study into the experiment's success have not been released.

In Toyoake, as in most places, smartphones are a fixture of daily life -- on buses, in parks and restaurants, and at schools.

Kairi Tani, 20, a university student, sat on a bench outside a train station this week playing the popular game Puzzles and Dragons. He said it would be difficult for the city to counter the gravitational pull of smartphones; he spends about five to six hours daily on his devices.

"My brain and my phone are connected through a root," he said. "I can never let it go."

At a community center on Monday afternoon, a group of mothers watched as their children ran around and snacked on Pocky sticks and sweet-and-sour candies.

Asami Sahara, a mother and part-time caretaker, said she hopes the rule will help her get her son to spend less time on his smartphone. Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


Asami Sahara, 38, described her 5-year-old son as a "heavy gamer" who spends as many as four hours on his devices on the weekends. She said the ordinance could help raise awareness about the negative effects of smartphone use.

"Citizens should watch how it goes rather than protesting," she said.

Ms. Sahara said she might invoke the rule to get her son to put down his device.

"I could probably say, 'You will be caught! The ordinance says not to play!'" she said.

Smartphones help passengers pass the time on a train near Toyoake. Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


Mayor Kouki, who has children ages 7 and 10, said that he has stopped using his phone at dinner at the urging of his wife, and he now opts to watch baseball highlight reels rather than full innings. (His daily screen time averages around three hours, including city business, he said.)

He said he thought the ordinance would prompt a long-overdue discussion in Japanese society.

"When you get on a train in Japan, most of the passengers are looking at their smartphones and not doing anything else like looking at the scenery outside the window," he said. "Many people point out this is abnormal."

Mr. Kouki said he hoped to set an example for cities in Japan and beyond. He said he was contemplating other regulations, including finding ways to stop residents from using their devices while they walk.

"I don't mind facing criticism at all," he said. "I just want families to have more time to communicate, and more people to have more sleep."
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Supreme Court Allows Lisa Cook to Remain at Fed, for Now

The justices deferred a decision on the president's efforts to oust Ms. Cook and instead set oral arguments in the case for January.

President Trump has been trying to remove Lisa Cook from the Federal Reserve Board for months. Brittany Greeson for The New York Times



By Ann E. Marimow and Colby Smith
Ann E. Marimow reported from Washington, and Colby Smith from New York.


Oct 01, 2025 at 03:57 PM

The Supreme Court on Wednesday declined to allow President Trump to immediately remove Lisa Cook from the Federal Reserve Board, saying it would instead review the administration's efforts to oust her and reshape the central bank at oral arguments in January.

Top former Fed and Treasury officials and Ms. Cook's legal team had warned the Supreme Court that permitting Mr. Trump to fire her while litigation over her status was underway would spur economic turmoil and undermine public confidence in the Fed.

While the Supreme Court's conservative majority has repeatedly cleared the way for the president to fire leaders of other independent agencies, the justices have recently signaled that the central bank is uniquely independent.

In its two-sentence, unsigned order on Wednesday, the court deferred ruling on Ms. Cook's status until after it heard arguments in the matter in January. The decision to take up the case means the justices will confront at least three testing Mr. Trump's policies in their new term, which begins on Monday. The court is already set to review some of the president's most sweeping tariffs and his ouster of a leader of the Federal Trade Commission.

The legal battle over Ms. Cook's firing has major implications for the central bank and its ability to set interest rates free from political interference. Every living former Fed chair -- Alan Greenspan, Ben Bernanke and Janet L. Yellen -- joined former Treasury secretaries nominated by presidents of both parties to tell the justices in a court filing that Ms. Cook should be allowed to stay on the job while her case was being reviewed to ensure "stability of the system that governs monetary policy in this country."

In the months since he returned to the White House, Mr. Trump has put public pressure on the Fed far exceeding that of his predecessors, with repeated demands that it lower borrowing costs. The president has also taken steps to add a political loyalist to the central bank's Board of Governors.

Justice Department lawyers have defended the president's actions, saying in court filings that he ousted Ms. Cook "for cause" for alleged mortgage fraud. The 1913 law that created the central bank sets a fixed tenure for Fed governors to serve "unless sooner removed for cause by the president."

Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, said on Wednesday that "we maintain that she was fired well within the president's legal authority to do so" and "look forward to that case being fully played out at the Supreme Court."

The court's decision to allow Ms. Cook to stay on as a governor was welcomed by former officials, economists and investors, who have been very concerned about the president's efforts to erode the central bank's longstanding independence from political interference.

That separation is seen as crucial to ensure that the Fed is setting interest rates based on what is best for the economy rather than whoever is in the White House. Past instances in countries where central banks have acted at the behest of a president have typically ended in soaring inflation, lower growth and financial volatility.

But legal experts warned on Wednesday that the reprieve did not represent a decisive victory for Ms. Cook.

"It doesn't seem surprising to me that the court would lean toward keeping the status quo if it isn't sure yet what to do and wants to hear the arguments," said Ian Katz, a managing director at Capital Alpha Partners. "I wouldn't assume that means the court will side with Cook after it hears the arguments."

In a statement on Wednesday, lawyers for Ms. Cook said, "The court's decision rightly allows Governor Cook to continue in her role on the Federal Reserve Board, and we look forward to further proceedings consistent with the court's order."

Mr. Trump has accused Ms. Cook of falsifying records to obtain favorable mortgage terms before she joined the Fed in 2022. Ms. Cook, who was nominated by President Joseph R. Biden Jr., has not been charged with a crime. Her lawyers have called the allegations "flimsy" and "unproven" and noted that they took place before she took office. They told the justices that the president's moves were conspicuously timed to try to prevent Ms. Cook from taking part in a meeting of the Fed last month, after which the central bank agreed to lower interest rates.

Ms. Cook's lawyers also said that she had not had a formal opportunity to respond to the mortgage fraud charges, and that she would demonstrate she "never acted improperly."

Ed Mills, a Washington policy analyst at Raymond James, said the court could side with Ms. Cook if it decided she did not receive sufficient due process before her firing. But the justices could also potentially decide that the president has more sway over what exactly constitutes "cause" as justification for removing a Fed official. Typically, that has been interpreted to mean malfeasance or neglect of duty.

"We're in the process of re-establishing what 'for cause' looks like and if the Federal Reserve is in a different category than other independent agencies," Mr. Mills said.

Mr. Trump is the first president to try to remove a governor in the Fed's 111-year history.

Accepting the president's justification for firing Ms. Cook, her lawyers told the justices, would "eviscerate the Federal Reserve's longstanding independence, upend financial markets and create a blueprint for future presidents to direct monetary policy based on their political agendas and election calendars."

In response, Solicitor General D. John Sauer said in court papers that Congress did not limit the president's removal power over the Fed to only certain causes or require him to follow specific removal procedures.

In Ms. Cook's case, the president removed her for what he has characterized as '"deceitful and potentially criminal conduct in a financial matter'" that Mr. Trump says makes her unfit to serve on the Fed's Board of Governors.

Mr. Sauer also rejected concerns that removing Ms. Cook while litigation continues would cause economic turmoil.

"Recognizing the president's power to remove governors for apparent financial misfeasance would not compromise the Federal Reserve's policy independence, nor would removing Cook on that basis usher financial market disaster," Mr. Sauer wrote.

The imperative for the Fed to operate independently, he added, "in no way depends on shielding governors from the consequences of such misconduct."

A judge on the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia ruled last month that Mr. Trump had not met the standard under the 1913 law to remove Ms. Cook "for cause." The judge said the president could not oust her for conduct that was unrelated to her duties and that had occurred before she joined the Fed.

A divided three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit also sided with Ms. Cook, finding she had not received sufficient or due process.

Justice Department lawyers told the Supreme Court that Ms. Cook was given sufficient process because the president publicized the allegations against her on social media and waited five days before formally trying to remove her.

In targeting Ms. Cook, the president alleges she claimed that both a property in Michigan and a property in Georgia would simultaneously serve as her principal residence.

Ms. Cook cited news reports in her court filings detailing a set of financial records -- a preliminary loan estimate from a credit union -- that classify the Atlanta residence as a "vacation home."

Shawn McCreesh contributed reporting.
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What to Know Before Sean Combs's Sentencing

The music mogul will be in court on Friday when a judge is scheduled to announce Mr. Combs's penalty for convictions on two prostitution-related offenses.

Sean Combs, the entertainer known as Diddy and Puff Daddy, is scheduled to be sentenced Friday on prostitution-related convictions. Shareif Ziyadat/Getty Images



By Ben Sisario and Julia Jacobs



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:03 AM

On Friday, Sean Combs will enter Federal District Court in Manhattan to learn how much more of his life will be spent behind bars.

In July, at the conclusion of an eight-week trial, a jury acquitted Mr. Combs of the most serious charges brought against him: sex trafficking and racketeering conspiracy. But the jury found him guilty of two counts of transportation to engage in prostitution, and now Judge Arun Subramanian will decide Mr. Combs's punishment.

Here is a look at what is at stake for Mr. Combs, and what to expect on Friday.

The convictions carry the possibility of significant prison time.

Mr. Combs -- the hit music producer known as Puff Daddy or Diddy, who built a wide-ranging business empire around his personal brand -- was accused at trial of coercing two former girlfriends into participating in elaborate, drug-fueled sex marathons with hired male escorts. If convicted of the most serious charges, he would have faced a potential life sentence.

When he was acquitted of those counts, he fell to his knees in prayer, and his lawyer said he had "been given his life back."

But the two counts on which he was found guilty still carry maximum sentences of 10 years each. They stem from the federal Mann Act, which makes it illegal to transport people across state lines for the purpose of prostitution.

Prosecutors have portrayed these offenses as serious criminal misconduct, while the defense has depicted them as "fallback" charges that should never have been brought at all.

The range of possible sentences varies widely.

Though the judge has the final say, both sides have offered recommendations based on federal sentencing guidelines that take into account factors such as the seriousness of the crime, the effects on victims and whether the offender has accepted responsibility.

The prosecution asked for no less than 135 months imprisonment -- 11 years and three months -- calling Mr. Combs "unrepentant," and detailing instances of violence and intimidation that were testified to at his trial.

The defense team has called for a sentence of no more than 14 months -- which, accounting for the year Mr. Combs has already served at a detention center in Brooklyn, would allow him to walk free by the end of 2025.

Mr. Combs's lawyers say that he has already been sufficiently punished for what, they contend, amounted to consensual sex between Mr. Combs's girlfriends and men hired as "entertainers."

Federal probation officials calculated that the guidelines called for a sentence of up to seven years and three months.

There is disagreement over what factors the judge should consider.

Though judges must consider sentencing guidelines, they have broad discretion to decide penalties. Michael W. Martin, a clinical law professor at Fordham, said that given the multiple factors to be considered and the consequences, judges will "always tell you it's the hardest part of the job."

In the Combs case, prosecutors and the defense have already sparred over how much of the evidence presented at trial should factor into the sentence, considering he was acquitted of most of the charges.

The trial included abundant testimony about Mr. Combs's violent behavior. Casandra Ventura, the singer known as Cassie, who was in an on-and-off relationship with Mr. Combs for about 11 years, said she suffered numerous beatings. Security footage from a Los Angeles hotel in 2016, shown repeatedly to jurors, captured Mr. Combs throwing Ms. Ventura down as she walked to an elevator, then kicking her and dragging her down a hallway.

Casandra Ventura, the government's star witness at trial, dated Mr. Combs on and off for about 11 years. Paul Archuleta/FilmMagic, via Getty Images


Mr. Combs's lawyers acknowledged that their client had assaulted women in his life, but they argued those actions did not suit the crimes he was charged with. Given the jury's verdict, they have asserted that testimony about violence should play no role in the judge's decision.

"The court cannot use acquitted conduct in any way to enhance Mr. Combs's sentence," they wrote in a recent filing, saying that referring to that conduct in determining the sentence would raise serious constitutional issues.

Prosecutors have argued just the opposite. They asked the judge to consider the full evidence at trial when determining Mr. Combs's sentence.

"Even with the conviction on just these two charges, there is serious, serious, relevant conduct here that will merit a lengthy period of incarceration," Maurene Comey, one of the prosecutors, told Judge Subramanian during a bail hearing after the verdict was announced. (Ms. Comey was later fired from the Justice Department without explanation and has sued the Trump administration over her termination.)

Sam J. Merchant, an associate professor at the University of Minnesota Law School, said that while guidelines often act as an "anchor" in sentencing, judges have significant leeway when deciding a defendant's ultimate punishment.

"In plain English, the judge can consider any information about the defendant or the crime when they're considering an appropriate sentence to impose on the offender," Professor Merchant said.

Mr. Combs is expected to address the court.

Though Mr. Combs did not testify at his trial, his defense team indicated in recent court papers that he intends to "allocute," or speak to the judge, before his sentence is handed down.

In a letter submitted to the judge last week, Mr. Combs's lawyers asked that their client be allowed to wear "non-prison clothing" at the sentencing. (At trial, as a result of a similar request, Mr. Combs appeared in a variety of light-colored sweaters and collared shirts.)

"The sentencing proceeding holds significant importance for Mr. Combs," the letter said. "He wishes to appear before the Court, address Your Honor, and allocute in the most dignified and respectful fashion possible."

Allocutions are often opportunities for defendants to express remorse for their behavior, as well as a desire to improve their lives if released.

Combs allies have pushed for a presidential pardon.

A lawyer for Mr. Combs has acknowledged that people close to her client have approached the Trump administration to request a pardon on his behalf.

The two men do know each other. In the 1990s, Mr. Trump and Mr. Combs crossed paths in the celebrity circles of New York, though their relationship soured after Mr. Trump entered politics. In 2020, Mr. Combs endorsed Joseph R. Biden Jr. for president, and said in an interview that if Mr. Trump was re-elected, "I really do believe in my heart there'll be a race war."

Mr. Trump seemed to refer to Mr. Combs's criticism in an interview on Newsmax in August when asked about a pardon for Mr. Combs.

President Trump and Mr. Combs crossed paths in the wealthy celebrity circles of New York in the 1990s. Ron Galella/Ron Galella Collection, via Getty Images


"When you knew someone and you were fine," the president said, "and then you run for office and he made some terrible statements -- so, I don't know, it's more difficult."

Their celebrity history may work in Mr. Combs's favor, said Frank Bowman, an emeritus professor  of law at the University of Missouri. Mr. Trump has a track record of pardoning rappers and other figures in hip-hop, including Lil Wayne, Kodak Black and YoungBoy Never Broke Again.

Whether because of politics, wealth or celebrity, "he pardons people who he thinks of as his people," Professor Bowman said.

Megyn Kelly is among the conservative commentators who have urged the president not to pardon Mr. Combs. In a post on X in July, she called him a "Trump hater" and "woman abuser." She added: "MAGA is already upset over elites seeming to cover for each other. This would not help."

Mark Osler, a law professor and clemency expert, said he doesn't view Mr. Trump's comments as necessarily representing a closed door.

"You can read that as a challenge," he said. "The truth is that Trump has changed his mind about people. They're his enemies, they become his friends, then they're his enemies again."
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Fashion Review


Giorgio Armani's Last Show

Richard Gere, Glenn Close and Samuel L. Jackson were among the stars who came out for the 50th anniversary extravaganza Mr. Armani had planned before his death.




By Vanessa Friedman
Reporting from Milan


Sep 29, 2025 at 08:56 AM

Giorgio Armani's last fashion will and testament was delivered Sunday evening in the 18th-century Pinacoteca di Brera, one of the great art museums of Milan, before a crowd come to pay him homage.

Richard Gere, the actor whose career Mr. Armani's clothes had helped launch in "American Gigolo," was there, in an Armani tux, along with his "Gigolo" co-star Lauren Hutton. So was Glenn Close, who bought her first Armani jacket in 1983, and Cate Blanchett, an ambassador for the house. Spike Lee sat next to Samuel L. Jackson, both in midnight blue. Dries Van Noten came in from Venice, and Santo Versace from down the road.

They were there to attend what Mr. Armani had planned as the ultimate celebration of his half century in business: a runway show and the opening of a retrospective of his career, constructed from pieces in his foundation's archive. A celebration he had been orchestrating for months, a spokeswoman said, down to the color of the Champagne, the 550 lanterns lighting the courtyard where guests would gather, and the lineup of models. Most of whom would appear in his signature two-by-two strut and which included a sprinkling of women who had walked for the house over the decades.

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Celebrity guests at Giorgio Armani's last show, all in Armani: Clockwise from top left, Samuel L. Jackson, Glenn Close, Lauren Hutton with Richard Gere, and Ms. Hutton and Cate Blanchett. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Mr. Armani's death on Sept. 4 at age 91, however, transformed the planned party into a tribute: one that wasn't sad, but rather elegiac. And oddly appropriate. Mr. Armani was a man whose dream was to design everything he touched. It was only fitting he got to design his legacy, too.

Because that's how the combined runway show/retrospective functioned: as an effective crib sheet to everything Armani represented. Most of all ease, serenity and the power of an unwavering ideal.

Though the approximately 125 looks for both men and women in the collection were new, and the 133 outfits sprinkled throughout the galleries upstairs in an exhibition titled "Milano, Per Amore" spanned five decades, the extraordinary thing was how similar they all looked.

It was almost impossible to tell a suit from 1993 from one from 2011 from one that walked down the colonnaded catwalk. The jackets were either long and lean or neatly squared off at the waist, the pants had a swishy fullness, the sweaters were open-weave and the colors an earthy rainbow of sand, navy and greige. A relaxed self-assurance ran through it all, no matter how elaborate, or not, the surface encrustation.

Video: 


The final dress in Giorgio Armani's final show, an homage to the designer in beading. Aitor Rosas Sune/WWD, via Getty Images

Signature looks from the final collection, shown in signature style. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times


And while there were sparkling gowns in emerald and sapphire suspended from filigree straps to close the collection -- while the final model appeared like a blue angel or a benediction in the simplest long-sleeve gown with a portrait of Mr. Armani in a tuxedo picked out in beads on the bodice -- the stars were the suits. Just as they were upstairs, amid the museum's Renaissance frescos and major religious works.

It made for a marked change from the previous significant Armani retrospective: the controversial 2000 Guggenheim exhibition that later toured the world (controversial because the show followed a major gift by Mr. Armani to the museum, prompting charges of buying legitimacy). Less than a quarter of that show's exhibits were suits, instead focusing on Mr. Armani's more elaborate red carpet designs, as if to prove he was more than just a wardrober to the C-suite and break him out of the box that his success had constructed.

This time, aside from such looks as a bright red strapless ball gown (with hat) framed in an alcove and a slithery midnight blue satin skirt paired with a sheer knit at the center of a gallery of oils depicting the Madonna, suiting was in the majority.

One of the galleries in the Armani retrospective, "Milano, Per Amore," in the Pinacoteca di Brera. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times


It was as if Mr. Armani were posthumously embracing the fact that, beautiful as those sparkling gowns were (and are), they would not have the same transformative impact on fashion and culture as his deceptively simple soft jackets -- the ones that changed how everybody dressed and are still influencing other designers. That it is those jackets that earned their place among the great artworks of history, because they also changed how we saw clothes, and the body.

Set against the Bellinis, Mantegnas and Tintorettos and beneath a towering Canova marble, in the final statement of a Milan fashion week that itself represented a generational shift, they rested elegantly, at peace.
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She Turned the World On With Her Smile. But Where Will the Hat Land?

Hidden out of sight for decades, Mary Tyler Moore's piece of television history seeks a permanent home.

Video: 



By Louis Lucero II



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Hollywood is filled with small-time crooks: stars who boast on red carpets and late-night talk shows about swiping mementos from set. Bryan Cranston made off with Walter White's pork pie hat from "Breaking Bad"; Ariana Grande lifted a pair of prosthetic ears from "Wicked."

One might assume that Mary Tyler Moore would have wanted The Hat from the opening titles of her 1970s hit series, "The Mary Tyler Moore Show." In what may be the most famous freeze frame in television history, Ms. Moore's character, a Midwestern sunburst named Mary Richards, removes her tufted tam-o'-shanter and, right in the thick of bustling Minneapolis foot traffic, tosses it skyward -- as purely ebullient an image as Hollywood has ever produced. The moment has been aped by "Scrubs" and "The Simpsons," and immortalized in bronze at the site of the throw. In an opening title sequence that was forever being tweaked throughout the show's seven seasons, The Hat was a constant.

So: How did she manage to keep it?

"Well, you have to remember: She owned the company," her husband, S. Robert Levine, gently explained. "I think someone put it in an envelope for her."

Fair enough. As the eponymous MTM of MTM Enterprises (the production company behind all 168 episodes of the show's 1970-77 run), Ms. Moore did not exactly need to break into the costume department after dark to claim her piece of history. But neither did she treat the woolen cap like a conversation piece or hunting trophy: She did not, for instance, bring it out at parties.

The toss seen round the world. As the character Mary Richards, an associate producer at a local TV news station in Minneapolis, Mary Tyler Moore represented a new image of feminism for American audiences. MTM Enterprises, via Everett Collection


Ms. Moore in 2011, at the Greenwich, Conn., home she built with her husband. Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times


"It wasn't something that we were passing around, no," Dr. Levine said with a laugh. Ms. Moore had kept The Hat hidden away in a file drawer in her office for years. "It was only when I started to dig into everything that I found it."

In the eight years since Ms. Moore's death, at 80, that digging around has occasionally been at someone's request, as when the director of the 2023 HBO documentary "Being Mary Tyler Moore" sent Dr. Levine rooting around in his basement for more "personal stuff" for the film. Other times, it's been part of the more difficult work of, as he put it during a recent interview, "finding what 'next' is going to be."

This spring, he sold the sprawling Greenwich, Conn., estate where the couple spent the last of their 33 years together for $16.9 million. And in June, a Doyle auction brought together 347 lots from the actress's estate -- including the golden capital M that hung on the wall in Mary's apartment in "The Mary Tyler Moore Show." (Lena Waithe, who produced the HBO documentary, bought it for $35,200.)

"It's a big loss -- I have to acknowledge that," Dr. Levine, 71, said. "It's a loss stepping away from that beautiful home that we created together and all the things that were in it. But it was the right time."

The auction included bracelets (Tiffany, Cartier), portraits (Leibovitz, Hirschfeld) and several knights-in-shining-armor's worth of sterling silver. Not up for bidding: Ms. Moore's woolen tam-o'-shanter or, for that matter, any items from her personal wardrobe.

It was not an oversight. By the time the auction came together, Dr. Levine already had other plans for his wife's considerable collection of Armanis, Scaasis and Issey Miyakes.

Making It After All

One year after his wife's death, Dr. Levine, a retired cardiologist, took the first step toward creating the Mary Tyler Moore Vision Initiative, a nonprofit dedicated to ending diabetes-related vision loss and blindness. Ms. Moore was a Type 1 diabetic, and she struggled with diminishing vision for years. By the end of her life, he said, she was nearly blind.

To help build on his wife's lifetime of advocacy -- Ms. Moore served as the international chair of what is now called Breakthrough T1D, a major force in fund-raising for Type 1 diabetes research -- Dr. Levine began the hunt for potential sponsors for the Vision Initiative.

The search led to Elyce Arons, co-founder of Kate Spade (the brand), best friend of Kate Spade (the woman) and a Mary Tyler Moore fan since girlhood. At the time, Ms. Arons was preparing for the publication of a memoir recounting her more than three decades of friendship with Ms. Spade. Its title, "We Might Just Make It After All," is a riff on the chorus of the "Mary Tyler Moore Show" theme song.

Ms. Arons met her future business partner, then Katy Brosnahan, in August 1981 on her first day at the University of Kansas. Both young women were pursuing majors in journalism, and both, Ms. Arons soon discovered, because of a fictional local TV news producer named Mary Richards.

"Mary was a modern woman," Ms. Arons, 62, said recently in the Manhattan showroom of Frances Valentine, the second fashion brand she started with Ms. Spade. "She was single, she was confident, she made women of my generation believe that we could do that."

Elyce Arons, co-founder and chief executive of the fashion brand Frances Valentine, showed off sketches for a planned capsule collection inspired by Mary Tyler Moore to Ms. Moore's husband, S. Robert Levine. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Looks from the collection will modeled after Ms. Moore's onscreen style, particularly in early roles like Mary Richards. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

As the homemaker Laura Petrie on "The Dick Van Dyke Show," Ms. Moore made waves by wearing cigarette pants while doing housework. Frances Valentine


Now Ms. Arons is in business with Mary Tyler Moore, in a way.

To raise money for the foundation, Ms. Arons and the Frances Valentine team set about creating a capsule collection for fall 2026 with designs inspired by two of Ms. Moore's earliest characters, Laura Petrie on "The Dick Van Dyke Show" and, of course, Mary Richards.

The confidence and spirit of Ms. Moore that inspired her, and Ms. Spade, will be available to women today -- at least if they want to channel it via cigarette pants and mock turtlenecks, plaid jackets and ribbed knits. Twenty percent of the net sales of that collection will go to support the Mary Tyler Moore Vision Initiative.

In March, Dr. Levine came down to the city from Connecticut to get a feel for the brand. Evidently he was pleased with what he saw: He invited Ms. Arons to Greenwich to browse his wife's closet. She did not need to be asked twice.

"I was like, 'When?'" she said.

The day of the visit, Ms. Arons gushed just about as much as one might expect from someone given free rein in her hero's wardrobe. Video of the day shows Ms. Arons stepping out and giving a twirl in one look after another, makeover-montage style. "It was like Christmas morning," she said. But the day was also tinged by the thought of who she could not share it with.

"I wanted to call Katy and say, 'You're not going to believe where I am right now,'" Ms. Arons said, "because she should have been there with me." (Ms. Spade died by suicide in 2018.)

She also thought about how to share the experience she had just had with Ms. Moore's clothes with more people.

"Our team said they should be on display at a museum," Ms. Arons recalled. "They should be at the Met, or they should be at F.I.T., or Smithsonian. They should be somewhere important."

'Maybe It Was All a Little Naive of Us'

The Frances Valentine showroom is in what was once called the Beaux-Arts Building, a turn-of-the-century structure overlooking Bryant Park that formerly housed the studio of the Jazz Age painter and poet Florine Stettheimer. On a Wednesday morning in late July, Dr. Levine and Ms. Arons were sitting in the sun-filled showroom at a white table that had been strewn with design sketches and photos of the Mary Tyler Moore looks that had inspired them.

There, too, was The Hat: a squat saucer of wool in concentric rings of black, indigo and forest green, the midnight blue pompom at its center perhaps in need of some fluffing after decades spent in a Manila envelope.

During an interview, Dr. Levine spoke about his hopes for the future of Ms. Moore's wardrobe. (Although he could not say precisely how many garments his wife left behind, Dr. Levine noted that she had insisted on 100 linear feet of closet space when designing their Greenwich home. "You can be assured that she had that all well filled," he said.) His wife had not stipulated in her will that anything in particular be done with her clothes, but Dr. Levine said he would like to see them end up at a major institution, perhaps in a permanent installation. Everyone seems to agree that The Hat, in particular, is a museum piece.

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Ron Galella/Ron Galella Collection, via Getty Images

 Ron Galella/Ron Galella Collection, via Getty Images

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

 Ron Galella/Ron Galella Collection, via Getty Images

Selections from Ms. Moore's wardrobe. From top, the George Stavropoulos gown she wore to host the 1980 Tony Awards; a beaded floral ensemble by Arnold Scaasi that she wore to a Museum of Television & Radio event in 1992; and a shimmering Scaasi dress from a 1994 literacy gala. Photographs by Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times and Ron Galella/Ron Galella Collection, via Getty Images (archival)

It's fair to say that the search for a forever home has gone more slowly than they expected.

When Dr. Levine and Ms. Arons reached out to the Fashion Institute of Technology, Valerie Steele, director and chief curator of the Museum at F.I.T., told them that her museum was "not the right venue to accept MTM's garments," Dr. Steele later recounted in an email. "It's not our mission." (She suggested that they try the Museum of the Moving Image, in Queens, or the Paley Center for Media instead.)

Ms. Arons said they had also been in touch with the Costume Institute, the conservation-minded fashion wing of the Metropolitan Museum of Art that stages the starry Met Gala every spring. "It's fairly recent that we've been talking to them," Ms. Arons said. "They're interested, I think, in some pieces." A spokeswoman for the Costume Institute declined to comment on the conversations.

Dini von Mueffling, a publicist working with Ms. Arons, said one of the main hurdles had been the realization that at top-tier institutions, major exhibitions were often booked two to five years in advance. "Which, maybe it was all a little naive of us to be like, 'We're sure they're going to want it right away -- it's Mary Tyler Moore!'" she said.

Naivete, or optimism? Dr. Levine said he recognized elements of his wife's exuberance in Ms. Arons's own "positive, positive energy." That might have made it easier for him to throw open the doors of his wife's closet to someone he had met in person only once before.

"What else was I going to do?" he asked. "If you thought of what's the best thing that I can do with all these things of Mary's, it was for me just to share them, because it's a way to share her and to have the world know another thing about Mary."

He's earmarked a small handful of his wife's things he wants to keep -- a big Givenchy shawl among them -- but for the most part, he's resigned himself to allowing her wardrobe to find new life outside the closet, on public display. "That's what it deserves," he said. "It needs to have a life."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/01/style/mary-tyler-moore-hat-clothes.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      International

      
        U.N. Security Council Approves Larger Force to Fight Gangs in Haiti
        The vote on Tuesday would establish a force of up to 5,500 soldiers and police officers. It was unclear what countries were willing to contribute personnel or money.

      

      
        Moscow Indicates Retaliation if Europe Uses Russian Assets for Ukraine
        Amid a plan to lend $165 billion to Kyiv using Russian state assets, European officials are mindful of the possibility of blowback as they gather to discuss the idea.

      

      
        What Is Europe's 'Drone Wall'?
        The European Union is talking about shoring up defenses in its eastern airspace. Recent Russian drone incursions have lent urgency to the project.

      

      
        Tony Blair, Tapped by Trump for Gaza Plan, Brings Peace Expertise and Baggage
        After helping negotiate peace in Northern Ireland, the former prime minister's reputation was tarnished by his role in the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. Is he stepping into another diplomatic quagmire?

      

      
        Israel Intercepts Boats Headed to Gaza With Humanitarian Aid
        The boats were part of a flotilla, carrying Greta Thunberg and other activists, that was organized to break Israel's blockade and protest the war.

      

      
        Qatari Royals Schemed to Get Free Labor for Luxury Properties, Hotelier Says
        A lawsuit accuses members of the emirate's ruling family of stringing the Irish hotelier, Patrick McKillen, along on high-end developments as "part of a yearslong pattern of illegal racketeering."

      

      
        Trump Promises to Defend Qatar, a Reassurance After Israel's Strike
        An executive order says an attack on Qatar would be treated as a threat to the U.S., bolstering security commitments to a key Gulf ally after Israel's strike on Doha last month.

      

      
        Afghan Internet Back After 2-Day Blackout Tied to Taliban
        No reason was immediately given for why service resumed after a blackout rare in scope, even for a government that has drastically curtailed individual freedoms.

      

      
        Pope Leo Calls for Unity on Climate at a Divided Moment
        The pope invoked his predecessor, Francis, for whom the environment was a core issue, but stopped short of criticizing world leaders dismissive of climate change.

      

      
        Night Trains, Beloved Throwbacks Tying Paris to Berlin and Vienna, Will End
        Facing a budget crunch, France's government has decided to cut state subsidies for overnight, cross-border routes that had revived a bit of the romance of rail travel.

      

      
        Congo's Former President Sentenced to Death in Absentia
        Joseph Kabila, who was president of the Democratic Republic of Congo for 18 years, was convicted of treason by a court in Kinshasa.

      

      
        Time Running Out for Trapped Students After School Collapse in Indonesia
        Workers rushed to free potential survivors two days after an Islamic boarding school collapsed during a prayer service, killing at least three students.

      

      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.N. Security Council Approves Larger Force to Fight Gangs in Haiti

The vote on Tuesday would establish a force of up to 5,500 soldiers and police officers. It was unclear what countries were willing to contribute personnel or money.

United Nations peacekeepers from Argentina attempting to clear the streets of armed gang members in Gonaives, Haiti, in 2004. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times



By Frances Robles



Sep 30, 2025 at 09:52 PM

In the latest international effort to bring peace to Haiti, the United Nations Security Council on Tuesday approved a larger gang-fighting force of police officers and soldiers from around the world to try to stop the killings, rapes and kidnappings committed by criminal groups.

The plan, proposed by the United States and Panama, would deploy to Haiti a gang-suppression force of up to 5,500 soldiers and officers with the power to engage in combat against the outlaws who have terrorized the country for years.

But it was unclear what countries were prepared to contribute personnel to the force or help pay for it.

The vote came two days before the expiration of the U.N. mandate for the current security deployment in Haiti, called the Multinational Security Support mission. It is largely composed of Kenyan police officers and is meant to provide a support role for the Haitian police.

That mission, which consists of about 1,000 officers, managed a few victories, like taking back the airport and seaport, but was never fully staffed or funded and failed to quell the spread of violence to areas outside the capital.

Kenyan police officers on patrol in an armored vehicle last year in Port-au-Prince. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


The new deployment, which will include the Kenyans, would increase the force's size fivefold and be allowed to undertake independent offensive operations against gangs, officials said. The Kenyans have been assisting the Haitian police but were limited in terms of conducting their own operations, said Bill O'Neill, the U.N.'s expert on human rights for Haiti.

"This new force would be able to operate independently on its own initiative," he said in August. "Of course, it would still try to help the police and be there to support, but it wouldn't be tied to the Haitian National Police and its own operations."

The approval of the new force comes eight years after the departure of a U.N. peacekeeping operation in Haiti known as MINUSTAH.

From 2004 to 2017, the U.N. had up to 10,000 military personnel in Haiti. The soldiers came under scrutiny for fathering children with sexually exploited women, abusing children and introducing  cholera into the country. The disease killed more than 10,000 people.

The mechanics of the new force would differ because the United Nations would manage its operations but would not command it.

The force would not be considered an official U.N. peacekeeping operation. It would be led by a force commander and be overseen by a "standing group of partners" made up of several countries, including the United States, according to the new proposal.

The new force's mandate will be "more muscular," said Henry Wooster, the United States' charge d'affaires in Haiti. "That allows greater freedom of maneuver, freedom of action," he said. Its name -- the Gang Suppression Force -- "should speak volumes," he said.

Estimates of the number of gang members operating in the country vary from 2,000 to 30,000, Mr. Wooster said.

Haitian officials supported the move.

"This marks a decisive turning point in my country's fight against one of the most serious challenges in its already turbulent history," Ericq Pierre, Haiti's ambassador to the U.N., said after the vote.

"Multiple heavily armed gangs have extended their control over large parts of the territory, particularly in the capital, Port-au-Prince,'' he said. "They terrorize the population, attack public institutions, destroy hospitals and clinics, burn down schools and prisons, control major roads, extort businesses and families."

China and Russia objected to the new force, but abstained rather than veto the Security Council measure.

Russia called it a "dangerous and poorly thought out venture." China argued that the United States had treated the Council as a "rubber stamp" by failing to answer key questions, including about paying for the new force, its rules of engagement and where the personnel would come from.

The force would depend on voluntary contributions, which was problematic for the Kenyan-led security mission since few countries other than the United States were willing to help with either personnel or money. Mike Waltz, the U.S. ambassador to the U.N., said that lack of "burden sharing" meant the international community had failed to deliver a mission that was fit for the job.

"It lacked the scale, scope and resources needed to take the fight to the gangs and restore a base line of security in Haiti," Mr. Waltz said.


Eugene Chen, a senior fellow at U.N. University's Center for Policy Research, said the new force was similar to one now deployed in Somalia, and was a mere "rebranding" of the Multinational Security Support mission that Mr. Waltz criticized.


"That arrangement in Somalia has real issues and limitations, including lack of dedicated and predictable funding and reimbursement to the countries that contribute troops," Mr. Chen said. "This new force addresses some -- but not all -- of the operational challenges of the Multinational Security Support mission, but not the strategic ones."

Haiti has been in the throes of a humanitarian and security crisis since the 2021 assassination of its last elected president, Jovenel Moise. The crisis deepened in February 2024, when warring gangs joined forces in a united front.

At least 4,000 people were killed since January, the U.N. said. .

David C. Adams contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/30/world/americas/un-haiti-security-gangs.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Moscow Indicates Retaliation if Europe Uses Russian Assets for Ukraine

Amid a plan to lend $165 billion to Kyiv using Russian state assets, European officials are mindful of the possibility of blowback as they gather to discuss the idea.

President Vladimir V. Putin in a photograph released by Russian state media. Mr. Putin said any Western "theft" of reserves would accelerate the development of alternative payment systems. Ramil Sitdikov/Sputnik



By Paul Sonne
Reporting from Berlin


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:54 AM

The Kremlin warned on Wednesday that it would seek the prosecution of individuals and countries engaged in the "theft" of frozen Russian sovereign assets in Europe, as European leaders convened to discuss a proposal to lend $165 billion to Ukraine based on the frozen funds.

The Kremlin spokesman, Dmitri S. Peskov, made no distinction between stealing the frozen Russian assets and using them to extend a loan to Ukraine without seizing them, as top European leaders have proposed. "We are talking about theft," Mr. Peskov said in a call with reporters.

His comments came a day after President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia signed a decree to accelerate the process of redistributing assets within Russia. Analysts say that Russia could respond to the European proposal by seizing the assets of foreign companies and individuals from nations backing the loan. Russia has already seized the operations of multiple Western companies, part of a broader redistribution of wealth during the war.

Anton G. Siluanov, the Russian finance minister, said last year that his country had frozen an amount of Western assets equal to the Russian assets frozen by the West, adding that Moscow would respond symmetrically. Since the start of the war, Moscow has been distributing the profits from Western assets in the country into special bank accounts frozen by the Russian state.

European officials have begun to eye Russian frozen money more intensely as American aid for Ukraine dries up under President Trump. The European Union's executive arm is advancing a proposal to issue an interest-free "reparations loan" of 140 billion euros, or about $165 billion, to Ukraine, financially engineered to make use of the Russian assets without seizing them outright. The loan would be repaid only if Russia compensated Ukraine for the damage caused during the war. Britain is considering a similar plan.

"We need a more structural solution for military support," the European Commission's president, Ursula von der Leyen, said on Tuesday. "This is why I have put forward the idea of a reparations loan that is based on the immobilized Russian assets."

She said the loan would be issued in tranches and would not involve any direct seizure of Russian assets. The Group of 7 nations has already provided a loan to Ukraine using interest from the Russian assets as collateral.

The idea to further exploit the assets has gained traction after an initial proposal by Ms. von der Leyen and a similar one last week by the German chancellor, Friedrich Merz. He faces a rising far-right opposition at home that has attacked him for spending German taxpayer money on Ukraine. But the prime minister of Belgium, where most of the Russian assets are held, has opposed the idea, citing outsize risk for his country.

"It's a very interesting geopolitical turn," said Maria Shagina, a research fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies. Given Mr. Trump's isolationist foreign policy, she added, "Europe needs to play ball and adopt another strategy."

What has Russia said?

The change in Europe is an unwelcome development for Russia, as Mr. Putin has invested heavily over many years in his nation's financial stability.

The roughly $300 billion of Russian sovereign assets frozen in the West, mostly located in the European Union and Britain, make up nearly half of the Russian Central Bank's gold and foreign-exchange reserves, the country's Finance Ministry said in 2022. Western nations froze the assets shortly after Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Russia appears to view the proposed European financial engineering of the loan, which would stop short of seizing the Russian assets outright, as a distinction without a difference.

Dmitri A. Medvedev, deputy chairman of the Russian national security council, said on Sept. 15 that Russia would pursue E.U. states and "European degenerates from Brussels" who tried to confiscate Russia's property "until the end of time" and "by every means possible."

Russia would go after the Europeans "in all possible international and national courts" and also, "in some cases, even out of court," he said.

How far might Russia go?

Experts say the Kremlin could pursue European assets in Russia in response. That could include so-called Type-C accounts, in which Moscow sequestered the Russian earnings of foreign entities and individuals after the West froze its sovereign assets. Foreigners can withdraw assets from Type-C accounts only with Russian government approval.

Moscow could also seize the assets and shares of foreign companies in Russia and sell them off. Since the start of the war, Moscow has taken over the operations of a number of European companies in Russia, including those of the Danish beer maker Carlsberg.

Alexander Kolyandr, a nonresident senior fellow at the Center for European Policy Analysis, said that Russia could mirror the European strategy and issue a loan against the assets in the Type-C accounts to fund its crimped state budget. He said the total amount in Type-C accounts was unknown, but he estimated it to be in the low tens of billions of dollars.

Another possible step, Mr. Kolyandr said, would be an accelerated outright seizure of property or shares owned by individuals and companies from the European nations backing the loan to Ukraine. The Bell, an independent Russian online publication, has estimated that all told, hundreds of millions of dollars of Western assets could be at risk.

Mr. Putin warned in September that any European move to take Russia's sovereign assets "would completely destroy all principles of international economic and financial activity, and would undoubtedly cause enormous harm to the entire global economy."

In an appearance in Minsk, the Belarusian capital, in June, Mr. Putin said the West's "theft" of Russia's reserves would only accelerate a splintering of global financial systems. Russia has pressed other nations to move their trade out of dollars and euros and to develop payment systems immune to Western interference.

"There's constant talk about how they're planning to steal our money," Mr. Putin said. "But once that happens, the movement toward regionalization of payment systems will accelerate and become, without a doubt, irreversible."

He added, "Perhaps it's worth paying for."

Jeanna Smialek contributed reporting from Brussels.
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What Is Europe's 'Drone Wall'?

The European Union is talking about shoring up defenses in its eastern airspace. Recent Russian drone incursions have lent urgency to the project.

A German soldier demonstrating a drone jammer on Friday. If Europe builds a "drone wall," it will be not a physical barrier but a network of trackers. Lisi Niesner/Reuters



By Jeanna Smialek
Reporting from Brussels


Oct 01, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The European Union is working on a plan to establish what it calls a "drone wall" -- a defense system along the bloc's eastern flank meant to repel unmanned aircraft from Russia.

Details are scant, because the effort is in its early stages. Given the rash of recent Russian drone incursions into European airspace, officials have an incentive to move quickly.

The idea was discussed on Wednesday in Copenhagen as leaders from across the 27-nation bloc gathered to talk about defense, with many leaders expressing hope, while others warned that the project may not be a panacea.

Here's what we know about the plan:

How did the idea come about?

Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European Union's executive arm, floated the idea of an "eastern flank watch," including the drone wall, in her annual state of the union speech last month. The proposal had an immediate sense of urgency. Russian drones had entered Polish airspace that same day. Later in September, Romania reported a Russian drone incursion, and Russian fighter jets entered the skies over Estonia.

"We need to act now -- Europe must deliver a strong and united response to Russia's drone incursions at our borders," Ms. von der Leyen said this week. "That is why we will propose immediate actions to create the drone wall."

What is a drone wall, and what would it do?

Many countries already have or are working on anti-drone technologies. The goal in this case would be a joint shield to better detect, track and intercept drones when they enter airspace over the European Union or one of its close allies.

The wall would be not a physical barrier but rather a coordinated network of drone trackers -- potentially using tools like radar, jammers and acoustic sensors -- along with improved information and data sharing.

Mark Rutte, NATO's secretary general, has called the European drone wall project "timely and necessary."  Virginia Mayo/Associated Press


Mark Rutte, the secretary general of NATO, which is working with the European Union and its member states on the project, said on Tuesday that "we cannot spend millions of euros or dollars on missiles to take out the drones, which are only costing a couple of thousand of dollars."

What exactly the drone wall might look like and how it would be paid for are up for debate, as is the timeline for completing it. The project would draw on expertise developed in Ukraine, which has already been advising its European allies.

Mette Frederiksen, the prime minister of Denmark, said at a news conference following the Copenhagen meeting on Wednesday that the effort "includes building up a European network of anti-drones, measures that can detect and, of course, also neutralize intrusion from outside." 

The drone wall would be part of a broader initiative aimed at better policing the European Union's eastern reaches. That push could also include improved maritime security and real-time space surveillance, which would improve the bloc's ability to track military movements.

Why does Europe want this?

Europe was on edge before the recent drone incursions. Russia has been spending heavily on the military, and it is rapidly conscripting men into its army. As the war in Ukraine has dragged on, this year has brought uncertainty about President Trump's commitment to Ukraine, NATO and European security.

So Europe is trying to send a message of preparedness. But experts say timing is critical.

A soldier near a house in Poland that was damaged last month during what officials called a large-scale incursion of Russian drones. Jakub Orzechowski/Agencja Wyborcza.Pl, via Reuters


"We cannot wait one year for this to become operational," Anders Fogh Rasmussen, a former NATO secretary general, told reporters last week.

Already, though, some European leaders have expressed skepticism that an effective joint project could be cobbled together quickly.

"We should pay attention to manage expectations," Boris Pistorius, Germany's defense minister, said this week. "We are not talking about a concept that will be realized in the next three or four years."

Who would pay for it?

The idea is that the European Union will help to finance the project, although exactly how is unclear.

"We will build a comprehensive E.U. financial toolbox to make this shield a reality," Andrius Kubilius, the bloc's commissioner responsible for defense and space, said in a statement last week.

Some member states want the bloc to play a particularly active role. Poland's deputy prime minister has said that "the E.U. should launch a completely new program encompassing grants and subsidies, not just loans."

What degree of support is politically feasible remains to be seen. But leaders entering the meeting in Copenhagen emphasized that the project needed to move swiftly from talk to action.

"I see a lot of good initiatives," said Gitanas Nauseda, president of Lithuania. "But you know, the documents do not defend. The documents do not detect the drones coming from Russia or from Belarus."

Ms. Frederiksen, from Denmark, sounded a cautious note. 

"Technology is changing so rapidly that we cannot have one idea and believe that it will solve all our problems," she said Wednesday. "I like the idea of a drone wall, but we have to be very frank to the Europeans that no matter what kind of capabilities we are able to buy, to innovate, to build up, there will still be drones coming into Europe." 

Lara Jakes and Christopher F. Schuetze contributed reporting.
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News Analysis


Tony Blair, Tapped by Trump for Gaza Plan, Brings Peace Expertise and Baggage

After helping negotiate peace in Northern Ireland, the former prime minister's reputation was tarnished by his role in the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. Is he stepping into another diplomatic quagmire?

Tony Blair, the former British prime minister, has been focused for months on a post-conflict plan for Gaza.



By Mark Landler
Reporting from London


Oct 01, 2025 at 11:35 AM

When Tony Blair published a how-to book for newly elected leaders last year, one of his tips was to tend to their legacies while still in office -- something he said he neglected in his 10 years as Britain's prime minister.

Now, Mr. Blair is seizing another chance to define his legacy, in a region that has preoccupied, even tormented, him since he backed George W. Bush's war in Iraq 22 years ago. With a central role in President Trump's new plan to end the war in Gaza, Mr. Blair could reshape a narrative that was tarnished by Iraq and unredeemed by a frustrating stint as a Middle East peacemaker after he left 10 Downing Street.

His odds of success are perilously slim. Mr. Trump's perseverance as a peacemaker is unpredictable. If Mr. Blair thrusts himself into Gaza as a kind of colonial viceroy, critics warn that it will only inflame tensions. Far from ending the war, he could find himself stuck in the middle of another intractable conflict.

Much of Mr. Trump's plan reflects ideas in Mr. Blair's own 21-page blueprint for peace in Gaza, including a high-level transitional board, on which Mr. Blair will serve as a member. He drew up the plan over the past several months and had been a candidate for a leadership role, according to people familiar with the process. But in a last-minute twist, Mr. Trump took the chairman's seat.

"Good man, very good man," Mr. Trump said of Mr. Blair on Monday, after meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel. He said nothing about Mr. Blair's responsibilities or his contributions to the plan.

Still, if the plan gains traction -- a major if, given the unremitting hostility between Israel and Hamas -- Mr. Blair would be one of those most responsible for delivering it. It is a striking turn for a 72-year-old retired politician, who has since built a lucrative business advising governments, banks and other clients on issues like the transformative power of A.I., and who remains a polarizing figure on Middle East issues.

And yet, it is entirely in keeping with Mr. Blair's statesmanlike ambitions.

"Tony's been at this issue for a long time, proposing ideas, sometimes having those ideas thrown back at him. He wants to keep trying," said David M. Satterfield, an American diplomat who served as the Biden administration's special envoy for humanitarian issues in Gaza in 2023 and 2024.

Mr. Blair backed George W. Bush's war in Iraq 22 years ago. The backlash has hung over his post-government life. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Satterfield recalled meeting Mr. Blair in Israel in January 2024, when diplomats from several countries began shaping the concept of an interim authority for Gaza. Mr. Blair, he said, was a regular visitor to Jerusalem, as well as to Arab capitals, where he has broad ties from his seven years as the envoy of the Quartet, a diplomatic group composed of the United States, the United Nations, the European Union and Russia, which was trying to advance the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

During the Biden administration, Mr. Blair traveled to the United Arab Emirates to sell its leaders on a post-conflict plan for Gaza. After the presidential election, he pivoted from lobbying Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken to Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump's son-in-law, who helped develop the plan announced by the president on Monday.

"He believes in the possibility of a resolution, and he's never been far away from the issue," said Mr. Satterfield, now the director of the Baker Institute for Public Policy at Rice University in Houston.

Mr. Blair's office declined to discuss the plan.

Few people have the former prime minister's credentials in resolving a seemingly insoluble conflict. In 1998, he helped negotiate the Good Friday Agreement, which ended decades of sectarian violence in Northern Ireland. Allies of Mr. Blair said that experience, in which he won the trust of both Irish republicans and unionists, would be invaluable in forging a settlement between Israel and Hamas.

"Tony Blair learned that it has to be give-and-take; it can't be all take," said Monica McWilliams, an academic and former politician who was involved in the Good Friday negotiations, which grappled with some of the same challenges, from governance to the disarming of militants, that are at issue in Gaza.

But Ms. McWilliams added, "I often asked myself how much Blair learned from Northern Ireland after he made the disastrous decision to go into Iraq."

Mr. Blair with the then-prime minister of Ireland, Bertie Ahern, just after negotiating the Good Friday agreement in 1998. Chris Bacon - PA Images, via Getty Images


For Mr. Blair, the backlash over Iraq has hung over his post-government life. On the day he stepped down as prime minister in 2007, he was named as special envoy for the Quartet, and set about trying to repair the foundational rift in the Middle East -- between Israel and the Palestinians.

Working out of rooms at the American Colony Hotel in East Jerusalem, Mr. Blair dug into issues like dismantling Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank and nurturing a more vibrant Palestinian economy.

But Mr. Blair's Iraq history seeded suspicions of him in the region. He also never shook the perception among Palestinians that he was tilted in Israel's favor. Far from being a force multiplier in brokering a deal between the two sides, the Quartet was often a bystander to those talks.

Mr. Blair is nevertheless proud of his work in the Middle East. In the London offices of the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, he keeps a signed photo of himself with John Kerry, the former secretary of state, thanking him for his efforts. By the time he stepped down as envoy in 2015, however, he had ceased to be much of a presence in a peace process that was, in any event, moribund.

"The Palestinians said, 'good riddance,'" said Khaled Elgindy, a visiting scholar at the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies at Georgetown University, who wrote a critical study of the Quartet in 2012.

"Now, to parachute in as the viceroy or high commissioner of this colonial project in Gaza?" Mr. Elgindy said. "That's not going to go over well at all."

Mr. Blair was the special envoy for the Quartet, a diplomatic group composed of the United States, the United Nations, the European Union and Russia that was mediating the peace process between Israel and Palestinians. Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times


Iraq should serve as a warning to Mr. Blair, according to analysts. The interim authority that he and Mr. Trump envision for Gaza, they said, has many of the characteristics of the Coalition Provisional Authority, established in Iraq by the United States after its troops toppled Saddam Hussein.

Lacking legitimacy with the Iraqi people, that transitional government failed to stabilize the country, which fell into a bloody insurgency. It is remembered mostly for financial mismanagement and a disconnection from the population that drew comparisons to an arrogant colonial-era administration.

Mr. Blair's plan for a Gaza International Transitional Authority, a copy of which was obtained by The New York Times, tries to avoid some of those traps. It calls for the creation of a Palestinian executive authority that would provide services like health, education and policing. It says the interim government should coordinate with the Palestinian Authority on the sensitive issue of disarming militants.

On Monday, Mr. Blair welcomed Mr. Trump's plan, calling it "bold and intelligent." He said in a statement that Mr. Trump's decision to chair the so-called Board of Peace was a "huge signal of support and confidence in the future of Gaza."

But Mr. Trump made clear he does not plan to play a day-to-day role. That will leave the heavy lifting to Mr. Blair, whose institute already works with some 40 countries around the world, including Saudi Arabia, and whose donors include the Silicon Valley billionaire, Larry Ellison, known for his ardently pro-Israel views.

Mr. Blair has long insisted he is committed to the Palestinian cause. He told colleagues recently that he has viewed Gaza as a potential prototype for a fully-fledged Palestinian state since 2005, when, as prime minister, he hosted a conference in London after Israel's withdrawal from the enclave.

Palestinians fleeing south from Gaza City last week. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Robert Danin, an American diplomat who worked for Mr. Blair at the Quartet and has been a longtime adviser, said his former boss "has had a lot of experience in trying to move bureaucracies and governments." But he questioned how engaged other players, notably the United States, would be over the long haul.

"So many of the parties will just want to move on," he said. "What they've laid out is such an ambitious agenda. To make it work will require so much."

Adam Rasgon contributed reporting from Jerusalem and Maggie Haberman from Washington.
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Israel Intercepts Boats Headed to Gaza With Humanitarian Aid

The boats were part of a flotilla, carrying Greta Thunberg and other activists, that was organized to break Israel's blockade and protest the war.

One of the Global Sumud Flotilla's boats in waters off Greece last week. Stefanos Rapanis/Reuters



By Ephrat Livni and Liam Stack



Oct 01, 2025 at 08:59 PM

Israel intercepted more than a dozen boats with activists from around the world who were part of a flotilla trying to bring humanitarian goods to Gaza and protest the war there, according to statements from organizers early on Thursday morning.

More than 150 activists from more than 20 countries had been detained, and about 30 boats are still making their way to Gaza, flotilla organizers said. Those boats are about 46 nautical miles from the enclave's shores, the group said.

The Israeli foreign ministry had said on Wednesday night that "several" vessels had been safely stopped and that the passengers were being transferred to an Israeli port. The ministry posted a video that showed the Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, one of the passengers, calmly engaging with a person wearing military gear.

The boats are part of the Global Sumud Flotilla, run by activists protesting Israel's war in Gaza by trying to deliver food and other goods to the enclave, in defiance of a longstanding Israeli blockade. Parts of Gaza have been suffering from famine in recent months, according to a United Nations-backed panel of food experts, whose findings Israel has rejected.

A video posted by flotilla organizers shows Thiago Avila, a Brazilian activist on the group's steering committee, on one of the boats, responding to an audible demand to turn back by saying that the group was on a humanitarian mission and carried only food, medical supplies and items like water filters.

The flotilla organizers said that Israeli naval forces had "illegally intercepted and boarded" boats in international waters, calling it "an illegal attack on unarmed humanitarians." They also posted video showing some boats being targeted by water cannons.

The office of Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Danny Danon, dismissed the flotilla's efforts as a public relations "stunt" in a statement on Wednesday night and said passengers would be promptly deported.

The encounter with Israeli forces had been anticipated by the activists. They have been livestreaming their trip across the Mediterranean Sea on social media, and videos have shown them training for nonviolent responses to potential encounters with Israeli commandos.

Activists opposed to Israel's war in Gaza monitored the flotilla's progress from a control room in Athens on Wednesday. Angelos Tsatsis/Reuters


The flotilla has drawn wide public attention since it set sail, in part because of the participation of high-profile figures like Ms. Thunberg and lawmakers from Italy, where antiwar protests have snarled traffic and disrupted other activities in recent weeks.

News of the interceptions sparked more protests in Italy and a call from the trade union, Unione Sindacale di Base, for a nationwide strike on Friday.

Videos and posts on social media showed protests in Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Spain and Turkey. Flotilla organizers thanked the protesters for taking to the streets in their video update early on Thursday.

Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia's prime minister, strongly condemned Israel's actions in a post on social media on Thursday morning and called for the immediate release of the activists. "By obstructing this humanitarian mission, Israel not only disregards the basic rights of the Palestinian people but has also trampled on the conscience of the global community," he said.

Malaysia's state news agency reported that eight Malaysians on the flotilla had been confirmed detained by the Israeli military.

The organizers have been in conflict with Israeli authorities since the mission began. Israel's government has said that it will do whatever it takes to keep the ships from reaching Gaza and has accused the group of having ties to Hamas, which the organizers have denied.

Global Sumud Flotilla has accused Israel of involvement in a series of drone attacks on the ships as they made their way across the Mediterranean, including in waters near Greece last week and at a port in Tunisia earlier in September.

After those episodes, Italy and Spain sent naval ships to accompany the flotilla for parts of its journey, and Turkey had drones monitor the boats and document potential attacks.

But as the flotilla drew closer to Israel, those countries urged its members to turn back.

On Wednesday, the Greek and Italian foreign ministries issued a joint appeal asking the group to transfer its aid supplies to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, which would deliver it on their behalf. They said they were concerned that the activists could jeopardize the peace plan that the United States proposed on Monday.

"At this delicate juncture, everyone must refrain from initiatives that could be exploited by those who still reject peace," they wrote.

Spanish officials also called on the boats not to proceed farther into what Israel described as a closed military zone because doing so would "severely jeopardize their own security," according to Spain's state broadcaster.

Protesters in Rome denounced the interception of Global Sumud Flotilla vessels on Wednesday. Yara Nardi/Reuters


Israeli officials had offered to transfer the ships' cargo to Gaza if they would agree to offload it at an Israeli port or another port in the region. Organizers rejected that offer as disingenuous and said it proved that Israel did not actually consider them to be linked to Hamas.

"After they call us 'the Hamas flotilla,' then they invite us to Ashkelon marina," Adnaan Stumo, an American traveling on one of the boats, said by telephone on Friday, referring to an Israeli port.

Mr. Stumo said the volunteers were "normal people" who were disturbed by the civilian impact of the war in Gaza and guided by principles of nonviolence.

Activists' efforts to reach Gaza by sea have been thwarted before.

In May, a Gaza-bound ship called Conscience halted its mission off the coast of Malta after it was hit by explosions. Israel intercepted the Madleen in June, with Ms. Thunberg aboard, and another vessel, the Handala, in July. 

In 2010, an attempt by Israel to stop another flotilla turned deadly after navy commandos boarded one boat, killing at least nine passengers and wounding 30 more.

Israel's restrictions on goods entering Gaza have become more severe since the war there began after the Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7, 2023. From March to May of this year, Israel blocked all aid from entering Gaza, claiming it was preventing Hamas from looting food intended for civilians.

In August, global food security experts said that parts of Gaza were experiencing famine and that severe hunger and privation were widespread there. Last month, a U.N. commission investigating Israel's conduct of the war said the country was committing genocide against Palestinians in Gaza.

Israel has rejected both findings and taken issue with their methodology.
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Qatari Royals Schemed to Get Free Labor for Luxury Properties, Hotelier Says 

A lawsuit accuses members of the emirate's ruling family of stringing the Irish hotelier, Patrick McKillen, along on high-end developments as "part of a yearslong pattern of illegal racketeering."

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, left, the former Qatari emir, and Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani, the former prime minister, in Doha in 2013. Mohammed Dabbous/Reuters



By Ephrat Livni



Oct 01, 2025 at 04:14 PM

Patrick McKillen, an Irish hotelier, was once close to Qatari royals, flying to Doha to talk shop with sheikhs on yachts and envisioning the development of their high-end properties in London, Paris and the French Riviera.

But Mr. McKillen, 70, is now suing prominent members of the family that rules Qatar, accusing them of plotting, over years, not to pay him millions of dollars for services while he worked on "ultra luxury" hotels and apartments on multiple continents. Those services included consulting on potential purchases, leading renovations and making other improvements.

In the lawsuit filed in federal court in California last week, Mr. McKillen's lawyers accused Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the former Qatari emir known as H.B.K.; Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani, the former prime minister known as H.B.J.; and others of perpetrating a "global scheme" to get free labor as "part of a yearslong pattern of illegal racketeering."

"The defrauding of Mr. McKillen takes its place in line next to a laundry list of illegal acts directed and facilitated by the Qatari royals and the entities and individuals they control to grow their wealth or advance their geopolitical interests," the lawsuit says.

Representatives for the Qataris did not respond to multiple requests for comment. A representative for a hotel group that is owned by the royal family and that is at the center of the dispute dismissed the accusations as "entirely false."

Experts in racketeering cases say that getting the matter to trial will be an uphill battle, as is common in these kinds of claims. A plaintiff can win three times as much as any actual damages -- and that is what Mr. McKillen is seeking. But he has to show a long pattern of illegal activity with great specificity.

Mr. McKillen says he is undaunted by the prospect of a long fight with a powerful foe. "Where I come from, we don't like bullies," he said in a statement to The New York Times. "We stand up to them."

The case involves a dispute over a Beverly Hills hotel, among other properties, and it was filed in California because the Qatari royals conduct business there and exchanges between the parties took place in that state, according to the filing. But the complaint spans the globe over about a decade as the Qatari royals amassed billions of dollars worth of properties and gained stature on the world stage.

Mr. McKillen and the Qatari royals are involved in multiple lawsuits in several countries. The latest case merges his many disputes into a single claimed conspiracy and adds a new accusation of hacking by agents of the royal family.

Patrick McKillen after giving evidence at The High Court in London in 2012. Ian Nicholson/PA Images, via Getty Images


The lawsuit comes as Qatar and its rulers are in the global spotlight. The small but wealthy Persian Gulf state has worked to gain international influence through diplomacy and major investments, including in real estate. It has, in recent years, played an outsize role as a mediator in negotiations between Israel and Hamas, and between Russia and Ukraine. It has forged powerful alliances along the way.

President Trump, who once derided Qatar as "a funder of terrorism," visited the country in May, affirming its image makeover. This summer, Mr. Trump accepted a Qatari plane as a gift -- the same jet that had operated under the registration "A7-HBJ" and was named for the former prime minister accused in Mr. McKillen's suit.

The hotelier met the Qatari royals while he was fighting another legal battle that sought control of Claridge's and its sister hotels in London in 2015, when they were part of the Maybourne Hotel Group, which Mr. McKillen also held a stake in. That dispute ended with Mr. McKillen's opponents selling their stakes to a Qatari hotel group.

Mr. McKillen soon sold his shares, too, but agreed to handle renovations and to accept a later payment for that sale based on a rise in the hotel group's value over time as the properties were improved, ending by early 2022, the lawsuit says.

The deferred payment plan -- which is not uncommon -- meant that Mr. McKillen was linked to his partners for years. The lawsuit claimed that allowed the Qataris to perpetrate a series of schemes to get him to keep taking projects without pay.

For years, Mr. McKillen managed and redeveloped the Maybourne group's London hotels and, according to the suit, the relationship was productive. In 2018, the Qatari royals also enlisted Mr. McKillen to work on the Maybourne Riviera Hotel in France and a Manhattan mansion, and then brought him on for projects in Paris and Beverly Hills, according to the complaint.

The Maybourne Riviera Hotel Roquebrune-Cap-Martin, France. Denis Balibouse/Reuters


Mr. McKillen's suit says he sought payment on numerous occasions for these projects, which he argues were supposed to be paid separately from the 2015 share sale deal, but received only reassurances from the royals and denials from their agents.

"For each project, the Qatari royals represented to Mr. McKillen at the outset that he would be compensated via fees for services performed," the complaint states, but "they systematically stonewalled."

Still, the work and relationship continued, according to the suit. 

But in 2022, Mr. McKillen was ousted from the hotel group's board, and the Qataris severed ties, the lawsuit says. The filing claims that the reasons were fabricated. It also says that this spring his former partners conducted a hacking and disinformation campaign to discredit him, breaking into his assistant's computer files and downloading private data to use in what it called "planted" articles about the hotelier.

Steven Block, a former federal prosecutor who handled criminal racketeering cases and now defends clients against civil claims, said Mr. McKillen's lawsuit seemed to meet many of the legal requirements of these cases at their early stages.

But winning will be difficult, he said, because courts scrutinize racketeering claims carefully in light of the high financial stakes.

Jeffrey E. Grell, a lawyer and author of a widely regarded textbook on racketeering cases, noted that racketeering lawsuits are sometimes filed for strategic reasons to try to "break a log jam and move settlement conversations toward some resolution."

He added, "In my experience, that strategy sometimes works and sometimes it doesn't."

In a statement, a representative for the Maybourne Hotel Group said that Mr. McKillen's suit was "the latest of many vacuous and hateful claims" and that it would be contested.

Debra Kamin contributed reporting.
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Trump Promises to Defend Qatar, a Reassurance After Israel's Strike

An executive order says an attack on Qatar would be treated as a threat to the U.S., bolstering security commitments to a key Gulf ally after Israel's strike on Doha last month.

A building in Doha, Qatar, that was damaged during an Israeli attack on Hamas leaders last month. Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters



By Adam Rasgon
Reporting from Tel Aviv


Oct 01, 2025 at 12:40 PM

The Trump administration has issued an executive order in which it pledged to guarantee Qatar's security -- including by taking military action -- if the country were to come under attack.

The order, dated Sept. 29, 2025, was signed three weeks after Israel launched airstrikes targeting Hamas leaders in Qatar, which outraged Qatari and American officials and raised questions about the strength of U.S. security guarantees for the Gulf nation.

The executive order appeared to be aimed at reassuring Qatar that such a strike would not happen again. It states that any attack on Qatar would be treated as "a threat to the peace and security of the United States."

Qatar hosts the largest U.S. military installation in the Middle East and, like many of its Gulf neighbors, has regarded the United States as a key guarantor of its security. That made the recent attack by Israel, a close American ally, particularly shocking to Qatari officials.

If Qatar were attacked, the executive order says, the United States should "take all lawful and appropriate measures -- including diplomatic, economic, and, if necessary, military -- to defend the interests of the United States and of the State of Qatar."

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel defended the strikes in September, saying they were part of Israel's oft-stated mission to avenge the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, which killed about 1,200 people and ignited the war in Gaza. Mr. Netanyahu has accused the Qatari government of providing a "safe haven" to Hamas.

The Israeli government has maintained informal relations with Qatar, which has served as a mediator, alongside Egypt, to end the war in Gaza.

Hamas said that no senior leaders were killed in the attack in Doha. The son of Khalil al-Hayya, a leading figure who helped plan the October 2023 attack, was killed, along with four other people associated with the group and a member of Qatar's internal security forces, Cpl. Bader Saad al-Humaidi al-Dosari.

After the strikes, the Qatari prime minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, described the attack as "state terror." His government has long said that it hosts Hamas officials at the request of the United States to facilitate channels of communication with the group.

On Monday, Mr. Netanyahu's office said he had spoken by phone with Sheikh Mohammed and expressed regret that a Qatari security officer was killed in the Doha attack. He also said Israel did not intend to violate Qatar's sovereignty again, his office added.

The Qatari foreign ministry said that Mr. Netanyahu apologized for the attack during the call.

The executive order calls for the U.S. secretary of defense to work with other senior officials to "maintain joint contingency planning with the State of Qatar to ensure a rapid and coordinated response to any foreign aggression against the State of Qatar."

The attack in September was not the only time Qatar came under fire in recent months. In June, Iran launched missiles at the U.S. military installation in Qatar, an attack that Iran's officials said was in retaliation for American strikes on its nuclear infrastructure.

Qatar was one of three Arab countries that Mr. Trump visited during a regional tour in May.

The country recently donated a 747 jetliner to the United States. Mr. Trump has said he wants to use the aircraft as a replacement for Air Force One.
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Afghan Internet Back After 2-Day Blackout Tied to Taliban

No reason was immediately given for why service resumed after a blackout rare in scope, even for a government that has drastically curtailed individual freedoms.

Video: Internet Returns to Afghanistan

Internet services were restored in Afghanistan on Wednesday after a two-day nationwide blackout that paralyzed the economy and grounded planes. The Taliban government gave no reason for the outage, or the resumption of services.


By Elian Peltier, Safiullah Padshah and Francesca Regalado
Elian Peltier reported from Islamabad, Pakistan, and Safiullah Padshah from Kabul, Afghanistan.


Oct 01, 2025 at 07:19 AM

Internet access was restored across parts of Afghanistan on Wednesday, two days after a sudden nationwide shutdown paralyzed the economy, grounded planes and led to swirling rumors about the reasons behind the blackout.

The internet outage, coupled with a suspension of cellphone services, deepened a sense of dread and uncertainty for millions of Afghans already feeling isolated by the drastic restrictions on individual freedoms imposed by the Taliban government.

The absence of public communication from Taliban figures and the claims by government that they could explain neither the shutdown nor the service resumption sowed confusion and anger.

"I want the government to make it clear: Why is the internet cut off? And how long it will last?" Aqa Gul Panjshiri, a trader importing food items, care products and cigarettes into Afghanistan, said before service resumed on Wednesday.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban's spokesman, and Hamdullah Fitrat, his deputy, did not respond to multiple requests for comments.

"I still don't have the reason for the internet cutoff," Inayatullah Alokozay, the spokesman for the Afghan ministry of telecommunications, said Wednesday evening.

While the reason for the shutdown remained unclear, its origin was not, according to an international diplomatic assessment whose authenticity was verified by The New York Times, and three former and current foreign officials based in the region. They attributed it to a new order by Afghanistan's leader, Sheikh Haibatullah Akhundzada.

The shutdown came a few weeks after Mr. Akhundzada ordered a crackdown on the internet that affected about half the country's 34 provinces in mid-September.

While mobile internet remained available when earlier restrictions were imposed, all forms of telecommunications went suddenly offline shortly after 5 p.m. on Monday. That suggested a coordinated move to cut the country off, said an Afghan telecommunications engineer who worked on national technology infrastructure projects before the Taliban's return to power. The engineer spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid retaliation.

Kabul, a city of six million, was plunged into an eerie quiet for two days. Most flights to and from the airport were canceled. Banks were closed, preventing people from collecting their salaries on the last day of the month, or from receiving remittances from relatives abroad that provide a lifeline for the country's economy.

Hundreds of thousands of girls who rely on the internet for online education because the Taliban have banned schooling girls beyond sixth grade, were cut off from the rest of the world.

For all the restrictions that the Taliban have imposed in recent years, none matched the scale of the countrywide shutdown, residents and foreign diplomats said.

Until now, the Taliban had limited themselves to imposing brief, localized shutdowns, including in Kabul, the capital, shortly after they seized power to prevent protests against their rule. They have also restricted access to some platforms, like TikTok, and prevented content creators from posting videos on YouTube.

The crackdown is reminiscent of the Taliban's first years in power, when they banned internet use from 1996 to 2001. Today's Afghanistan, however, presents a different picture. Smartphone use has proliferated with the expansion of 4G networks in recent years, and countless Afghans use social media platforms, mobile money applications and other online services every day.

The shutdown stunned Afghans living in the country and abroad, as well as business owners who have striven to keep Afghanistan's battered economy afloat.

Mr. Panjshiri, the trader, said he had been unable to track a container with $150,000 worth of goods, or to receive money from clients that he said he needed to pay 15 employees.

"After the takeover I trusted the government and I didn't take my investment out of the country, he said, "but now everything is confusing and I can't make a decision."

Senior foreign officials and foreign diplomats posted in the region described the move to shut down the internet as reckless. Humanitarian workers said they could not do their work, and were hampered in their response to the aftermath of an earthquake last month that left more than 2,200 dead, or the accommodation of more than 2.7 million Afghans who have returned to Afghanistan from neighboring Iran and Pakistan this year.

One senior humanitarian officer working for an international organization said the outage made it impossible to track its workers in the field and keep them safe. Half of Afghanistan's 43 million people need humanitarian assistance, according to the United Nations.

For some Afghans, the internet shutdown worsened life-threatening situations.

Jawad Mohammadi, a resident of Mazar-i-Sharif, in northern Afghanistan, had traveled to Kabul with his brother, who was suffering from severe kidney stones and needed to be hospitalized. Doctors had recommended immediate surgery, but Mr. Mohammadi, 37, was struggling to gather funds from relatives.

"The hospital refuses to proceed with the operation unless we pay in advance," he said while the internet was still down.

Service resumed across the country the same way it had cut out two days earlier: abruptly, and with no announcement. 

In Kabul, the sound of calls and the buzz of notifications filled the streets as night fell and residents reconnected with friends and family. Taliban government workers stepped out of their offices, sitting casually on the grass and catching up on time lost on WhatsApp, the favored communication platform among the group's members.

Mr. Mohammadi, whose brother was in the hospital, said he had been able to reach his family. "They will send the money tomorrow," he said.

Zia ur-Rehman contributed reporting.
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Pope Leo Calls for Unity on Climate at a Divided Moment

The pope invoked his predecessor, Francis, for whom the environment was a core issue, but stopped short of criticizing world leaders dismissive of climate change.

Pope Leo spoke at a conference on fighting climate change in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, on Wednesday. Yara Nardi/Reuters



By Motoko Rich
Reporting from Castel Gandolfo, Italy


Oct 01, 2025 at 05:20 PM

In his first significant address on climate change, Pope Leo called on Catholics and citizens of the world on Wednesday to carry on the environmental advocacy of his predecessor, Francis, and not to treat it as a "divisive" issue.

Leo spoke at the opening ceremony of a climate conference to commemorate the 10th anniversary of Laudato Si, a groundbreaking papal document on the urgent need to protect the health of the planet. "The challenges identified in Laudato Si are in fact even more relevant today than they were 10 years ago," he said.

Speaking for just over 10 minutes in an auditorium where he shared a stage with the actor and former governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Brazil's climate minister, on the grounds of the papal summer residence of Castel Gandolfo, about 17 miles southeast of the Vatican, Leo focused on the action that individuals and local communities can take to alleviate increasing climate pressure.

"Everyone in society, through nongovernmental organizations and advocacy groups, must put pressure on governments to develop and implement more rigorous regulations, procedures and controls," he said. "Citizens need to take an active role in political decision making at national, regional and local levels. Only then will it be possible to mitigate the damage done to the environment."

Wednesday's speech showed that the new pope is committed to keeping the issue of climate change at the heart of public dialogue.

Leo, who was elected in May as the first pope from the United States, has remained measured on many potentially controversial issues, and his most forceful comments on Wednesday were references to the words of Francis. "What must be done now to ensure that caring for our common home and listening to the cry of the earth and the poor do not appear as mere passing trends or, worse still, that they be seen and felt as divisive issues?" he said, echoing some of Francis' most famous phrases.

Speaking a little over a week after President Trump told the United Nations General Assembly that climate change was the "greatest con job ever perpetrated on the world," the pope refrained from critiquing any national leader or policy.

But in his address on Wednesday, Pope Leo made reference to Francis' 2023 update to Laudato Si, which "noted that 'some have chosen to deride' the increasingly evident signs of climate change, to 'ridicule those who speak of global warming' and even to blame the poor for the very thing that affects them most."

Pope Francis framed climate change as a spiritual issue for the Roman Catholic Church's 1.4 billion followers, and warned that the poor shouldered the greatest ravages of global warming.

Arnold Schwarzenegger, the actor and former governor of California, also spoke at the conference on Wednesday. Alessandra Tarantino/Associated Press


In July, Leo inaugurated a new rite for Mass to "ask God for the ability to care for creation." Last month, he spoke of the "injustice, violations of international law and the rights of peoples, grave inequalities and the greed that fuels them are spawning deforestation, pollution and the loss of biodiversity."

Whether the pope's pulpit can influence climate action remains to be seen. In 2015, at least 10 world leaders invoked Pope Francis when they spoke at the United Nations climate gathering that led to the landmark Paris Agreement, in which the world's nations pledged to work toward limiting global warming to less than two degrees Celsius above preindustrial averages. Francis also tried to insert himself into national politics, as when he first met Mr. Trump in 2017 and gave him a copy of Laudato Si, urging the president not to pull the United States out of the Paris climate accord. Mr. Trump did so anyway.

Francis himself acknowledged his frustration that his lobbying did not yield more robust action. In the 2023 update to Laudato Si, he lamented the slow progress in efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions since he released his original essay.

Now, as world leaders and climate activists prepare for the 30th annual United Nations Climate Change Conference, to be held in Brazil next month, there are sobering signs that the world continues to warm, leading to devastating effects for millions of people. Speaking before the pope, Marina Silva, Brazil's minister of the environment and climate change, said that commitments made in the Paris Agreement "haven't been fulfilled and haven't been complied with despite the compelling claims of science."

She added, "What we need now is the ethical determination to fulfill these commitments for the benefit of this present time and future generations, with special attention to the most vulnerable and marginalized."

According to the World Meteorological Organization, 2024 was the warmest year in its 175 years of record keeping, and extreme weather events that year led to the highest number of displaced people annually since 2008.

In the United States, Mr. Trump has closed laboratories that research the ways a warming planet is changing weather and halted renewable energy projects. Countries including China, Japan, South Korea and Indonesia have increased coal power production since 2020. Only one-third of the signers of the Paris Agreement have submitted updated climate pledges.

The polarized geopolitical landscape makes cooperation on climate action difficult, said Cardinal Michael Czerny, who was one of Francis' closest collaborators on the environment and remains head of the Vatican ministry that addresses climate issues.

"It's very, very hard to see, with multilateralism in tatters, how you can face other issues which, while they have local or regional roots and local and regional consequences, nevertheless are the case throughout the world," Cardinal Czerny said in an interview Wednesday morning at the Vatican. "I think our capacity to cooperate is deteriorating rapidly."

He said he worried that the coming United Nations conference might be little more than a "charade."

Despite signs of backsliding, activists and some climate scientists are hopeful that the moral guidance of the pope might help.

"We're not going to solve the problem instantly of course," said Piers Forster, former chairman of a climate advisory board to the government of Britain and a professor of climate physics at the University of Leeds in England. "Every little step and every little statement by someone as important as Pope Leo can clearly begin to move populations and countries in the right direction."

Josephine de La Bruyere contributed reporting from Rome and Castel Gandolfo.
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Night Trains, Beloved Throwbacks Tying Paris to Berlin and Vienna, Will End

Facing a budget crunch, France's government has decided to cut state subsidies for overnight, cross-border routes that had revived a bit of the romance of rail travel.

A passenger on the Nightjet, an overnight train operating between Paris and Berlin, last year. Andreas Meichsner for The New York Times



By Aurelien Breeden
Reporting from Paris


Sep 30, 2025 at 10:07 PM

Ever dream of going to bed in Vienna on a stomach full of Wiener schnitzel, rumbling across the European countryside on a night train, and waking up to a buttery croissant in Paris?

You'd better move fast. That train is leaving the station -- perhaps permanently.

Overnight rail routes linking the French capital to Berlin and Vienna will be discontinued because of budget cuts, the railway authorities announced this week, fueling concerns that Europe's night train renaissance could lose momentum.

The routes were revived with great fanfare in 2023 by officials who promoted them as environmentally friendly alternatives to air travel that would bring European neighbors closer together and cater to growing interest in slow travel.

But France now faces a budget crunch, with a widening deficit and debt. The country's national railway company, the S.N.C.F, said on Monday that the government had decided to cut state subsidies that were "indispensable" to keep overnight trains running.

The lines, run jointly by several European railway companies, will cease operating on Dec. 14, the S.N.C.F. said in a statement.

That was a bitter disappointment for travelers who had cheered the return of European sleeper trains years after competition from low-cost airlines had largely put them out of business.

"There's something very vintage about taking a night train," said Morgane Bradaia, 26, who lives in Paris and estimated that she had traveled overnight to and from Vienna about 30 times to visit family.

Ms. Bradaia, who has also taken night trains to Hungary and Italy, expressed frustration over the line being discontinued. "It is absurd to take a plane to travel 1,500 kilometers," she said. "It's also about traveling on a human scale, really grasping the time it takes to travel."

Yes to the Night Train, an advocacy group, started a petition opposing the discontinuation that has garnered over 50,000 online signatures so far. The group complained that the operating companies had failed to deliver on a promise that the service would run every day by 2026, a goal the S.N.C.F. said was impossible to reach because of extensive railroad renovation work that often happens overnight.

The train lines were promoted as an environmentally friendly way of traveling through Europe. Andreas Meichsner for The New York Times


Despite such disruptions, the night train connecting Paris to Vienna and Berlin had an average occupancy rate of 70 percent in 2024, according to the S.N.C.F., representing about 66,000 travelers. But overnight routes are inherently less cost-effective and more reliant on public subsidies than regular lines, it said.

"While a seat on an airplane can be sold up to five times a day and a seat on a daytime train up to four times, a seat on a night train can only be sold once a day," the S.N.C.F. said.

Night service also requires more staffing and uses more energy, it said. And with different countries sometimes using different signals, power systems and tracks, the trains face logistical challenges like crew and locomotive changes.

France's transportation ministry did not respond to a request for comment. But it told the Agence France-Presse that the decision to cut about 10 million euros in subsidies was part of broader budget plans to save 44 billion euros and to prioritize domestic trains.

France has ramped up overnight domestic train services in recent years, with eight lines that connect Paris to cities that include Nice and Toulouse.

Arnaud Ayme, a transportation expert at the Sia Partners consulting firm, said that ending international service owed more to France's dire finances than to problems with overnight routes.

"These past two years had shown that the trains were finding their customers," Mr. Ayme said. A 70 percent occupancy rate is "quite respectable," he said, especially for trains that run only three times a week, are sometimes plagued by delays, and rely on older equipment.

Still, he said, until operators find ways to maximize occupancy and revenue, "it's an economic model that requires the state to pitch in."

OBB, Austria's state-owned federal railway, expressed regret over the discontinuation, noting in a statement on Monday that night trains "can only be operated with the participation of international partners."

A train operating under OBB's Nightjet brand will still run three times a week between Vienna and Brussels, the company said, adding that it would continue to invest in other night routes like Vienna to Amsterdam or Munich to Rome.

Travelers can still take a daytime high-speed train between Paris and Berlin that was announced last year. But Fabienne Keller, a centrist lawmaker from France at the European Parliament, called the discontinuation of overnight service a "shock."

"Beyond the powerful symbol of cooperation and friendship between European countries that these lines represent, medium- and long-distance night trains are currently the only credible, low-carbon alternative to air travel," Ms. Keller wrote in a letter to the French ministers for transportation and European affairs that she published on social media.

Addressing budget woes "must not come at the expense of our commitments to combat global warming," she said, calling the discontinuation "all the more difficult to understand that it comes at a time when passengers have shown real enthusiasm for night trains."

Segolene Le Stradic contributed reporting from Paris and Christopher F. Schuetze from Berlin.
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Congo's Former President Sentenced to Death in Absentia

Joseph Kabila, who was president of the Democratic Republic of Congo for 18 years, was convicted of treason by a court in Kinshasa.

Joseph Kabila, the former president of the Democratic Republic of Congo, in Goma, Congo, in May. Arlette Bashizi/Reuters



By Ruth Maclean and Saikou Jammeh
Reporting from Dakar, Senegal.


Sep 30, 2025 at 06:52 PM

A military court in the Democratic Republic of Congo has convicted former president Joseph Kabila of crimes against humanity and treason, among other offenses, and sentenced him to death in absentia.

The Congolese government accused Mr. Kabila of collaborating with M23, a rebel group backed by Rwanda that seized large swaths of territory in eastern Congo early this year. Mr. Kabila served as president of the central African country for nearly two decades, from 2001 to 2019.

In a verdict that took more than four hours to read out on Tuesday, Mr. Kabila was convicted of war crimes, murder, sexual assault, torture, involvement in an insurrection movement, conspiracy and supporting terrorism, among other crimes. But the former president was not present for any of the proceedings, and in his absence it is unlikely that the court will be able to carry out his sentence.

Mr. Kabila's party, the Common Front for Congo, said the court case was "illegal from start to finish" and dismissed the proceedings as a "tragicomedy."

The trial was held at the military high court in the capital, Kinshasa, and presided over by a panel of six military judges led by Lt. Gen. Joseph Mutombo.

In delivering the sentence, General Mutombo said Mr. Kabila "had always been the undisputed leader of M23." He had led meetings and inspected training centers, the court said. The group's leaders on the ground are widely acknowledged to be Bertrand Bisimwa and Sultani Makenga, but United Nations experts said recently that Rwanda exercised command and control over M23 during its offensive through eastern Congo earlier this year.

The former president was also ordered to pay $33 billion in reparations. The bulk of that sum -- $29 billion -- is to be paid to the Congolese state, the court said, covering what it said were moral, defense, infrastructural and ecological damages caused by the continuing conflict. The remaining $4 billion, it said, should be split between two provinces invaded by M23: South Kivu and North Kivu.

Mr. Kabila's chosen candidate lost the 2018 presidential election, and an opposition figure, Felix Tshisekedi, was named the winner. Independent observers said that the real winner was another opposition figure, Martin Fayulu, but Mr. Kabila handed power to Mr. Tshisekedi, whom he considered to be a more acceptable ally.

The alliance between Mr. Tshisekedi and Mr. Kabila quickly fell apart, and Mr. Kabila went into self-imposed exile in 2023, initially in South Africa. In May, he live-streamed a speech criticizing the Tshisekedi government, and then paid a highly publicized visit to the rebel-held city of Goma. It is not known where Mr. Kabila is currently living.

Justin Makangara contributed reporting from Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Time Running Out for Trapped Students After School Collapse in Indonesia

Workers rushed to free potential survivors two days after an Islamic boarding school collapsed during a prayer service, killing at least three students.

Rescuers searching for victims trapped under the rubble on Wednesday, two days after a boarding school collapsed in Sidoarjo, East Java. Trisnadi/Associated Press



By Hasya Nindita
Reporting from Jakarta, Indonesia


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:14 AM

Disaster crews in Indonesia were racing to save students still alive under piles of rubble two days after an Islamic boarding school collapsed during a prayer service, killing at least three of their classmates and injuring dozens more.

Indonesia's National Search and Rescue Agency estimated that 91 people were still trapped or feared dead at the Al Khoziny school in East Java Province, which collapsed Monday afternoon.

Officials blamed "technological failure" for the collapse of the low-rise building, which had been undergoing construction work to add a fourth floor.

"We are now focusing on evacuating students under the rubble," Emil Elistianto Dardak, deputy governor of East Java, said in an interview. Eleven people had been pulled out alive as of midday Wednesday, he said, and teams were directing their efforts toward another five to seven students "who are still able to communicate" with them.

Some workers were digging with their hands to try to reach them, while others distributed food and water through the gap to maintain the victims' condition, said Abdul Muhari, spokesman for the National Disaster Management Agency.

Once the authorities determine there are no more likely survivors, heavy equipment will be brought in to remove the buried bodies, he said. Officials said they have not used the machines out of concern that they could cause the structure to collapse further and endanger those still alive.

Nanang Sigit, the head of an East Java office for the agency, said the work was challenging because what was left of the building, in the town of Sidoarjo, was unstable and could potentially collapse.

He said workers had been pouring concrete on the school's top floor when its pillars gave way, sending the upper part of the structure crashing onto a lower floor where students were praying.

"The collapse of the building construction falls into the category of technological failure," Mr. Muhari said.

He said 26 people remained hospitalized, some in critical condition. Another 70 were discharged.

Indonesia, which has the world's largest Muslim population, has more than 30,000 Islamic boarding schools, or pesantren, where children, often from rural areas, come to live and study, according to the country's Ministry of Religious Affairs.

Shoddy construction is a problem in Indonesia, where buildings have collapsed in earthquakes because of structural instability. In 2022, an earthquake in Java, the country's main island, killed hundreds and flattened homes and buildings.

No seismic activity was reported at the time the school collapsed, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.
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In Some States, Strapped Counties Must Impose Trump's Medicaid Cuts

The president's domestic policy law created complex new work requirements for Medicaid and food stamps, but left the states to administer them. Colorado pushes that burden to its counties.

In states like Colorado, county governments have long been responsible for administering benefits such as Medicaid and SNAP.



By David W. Chen
Photographs by Ruth Fremson
David W. Chen and Ruth Fremson visited former mining towns in southwestern Colorado, ski towns in the Rocky Mountains and fast-growing suburbs north of Denver to talk to county officials and residents bracing for the changes to Medicaid and food stamps.


Sep 30, 2025 at 10:04 AM

For more than a decade, residents of the sparsely populated San Juan Mountains of southwestern Colorado have applied for government assistance by dealing with the San Juan County Department of Social Services' staff of one: Krissy Rhoades.

In the coming months, because of President Trump's new domestic policy law, Ms. Rhoades's responsibilities will take on considerably more weight. It will fall to her to ensure Medicaid and food stamps applicants comply with the law's complex new eligibility rules, which require adults to work in order to receive benefits, unless they have children under 13.

"It's just me up here," Ms. Rhoades said in her office inside the historical county courthouse in tiny Silverton, Colo. "It's a little stressful."

Because Medicaid and food stamps do not require annual appropriations from Congress, neither should be significantly affected by the looming government shutdown. Republicans say Mr. Trump's sprawling domestic policy bill doesn't cut benefits for Medicaid and food assistance at all: It simply makes sure that those who can work, do work.

But the restrictions and new requirements are designed to disqualify recipients and cut $317 billion in anticipating spending on Medicaid over the next 10 years. Food assistance is expected to be reduced by $69 billion. And with dozens of changes to dates, deadlines, document requirements and rules embedded in the new law, longer wait times and more confusion are all but assured.

When Congress passed its One Big Beautiful Bill Act this summer, it didn't just impose those requirements. It punted the implementation to states. And in a handful of states like Colorado, busy county governments already handle eligibility requirements, enrollment and renewals.

All told, those already-stretched counties could be on the hook for $850 million in new administrative costs, according to the National Association of Counties, even as they cut residents' benefits.

"That's money that otherwise could have gone to people who needed health care," said Gov. Jared Polis of Colorado, a Democrat.

The tiny town of Silverton, Colo., is also the seat of San Juan County, which is responsible for checking the eligibility of residents on Medicaid and food stamps.


"It's just me up here," said Krissy Rhoades, a senior eligibility technician with the San Juan County Department of Social Services who will have to determine whether applicants can stay on Medicaid and food stamps.


Colorado and its 64 counties are doubly squeezed by a Taxpayer's Bill of Rights, a voter-approved constitutional amendment limiting the amount of money local governments can raise, retain and spend. And because Colorado's tax system is tied to the federal tax code, Mr. Trump's tax cuts -- weighted to benefit the well-to-do -- left the state with an unanticipated $750 million shortfall, which prompted the Democrat-controlled state government to cut just over $100 million from health care and higher education and to freeze hiring.

Yet counties will inevitably need to hire and train new workers, as well as grapple with the software snags sure to come from all the upheaval, said Mr. Polis and Mark Ferrandino, the state's budget director, in a joint interview.

Some Republicans also are worried about the looming costs. Curbing Medicaid spending and encouraging people to work are welcome "from an ideological standpoint," said Scott K. James, a Republican county commissioner in Weld County, a fast-growing and conservative region north of Denver. But implementing it is another question.

"I don't know how the hell to pay for that," he said.

Colorado spends $13 billion each year on Medicaid, and more than 1.1 million children and adults, or about one-fifth of its population, are enrolled. About one in nine residents receive assistance from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, which helps low-income families buy groceries. Statewide, that assistance totals $120 million a month.

 Ruth Fremson/The New York Times

 Ruth Fremson/The New York Times

More than 600,000 Coloradans rely on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, but requirements for eligibility will soon get more strict.

Mr. James said he wondered how counties would recruit and retain workers who typically need up to a year of training to learn the intricacies of the state's glitch-prone technology system before they can work one-on-one with applicants seeking to enroll in programs like Medicaid. He is also concerned about morale for front-desk workers and case managers who bear the brunt of exasperated residents.

"I'm so sick and tired of Denver and D.C. saying, 'you could be leaner,'" said Mr. James, a former local radio personality. "I'm a conservative, and I'm pretty damn proud of how we run things."

In the counties flanking Weld, the same concerns surfaced repeatedly: The new federal requirements were being rolled out too quickly, with hardly any guidance.

"There's a tendency to pass laws that's kind of a one-size-fits-all," said John Kefalas, a commissioner in Larimer County, home to Colorado State University, and a former Democratic state representative and senator, in a joint interview with Heather O'Hayre, the county's human services director.

At the Food Bank for Larimer County in Fort Collins, a steady stream of people filled their carts with fresh produce, frozen meats and other food donated by local organizations.

Jamie Amaya, 48, expressed gratitude that her family had Medicaid. Her husband, who is diabetic, relies on an insulin pump while working as a heavy machine operator. She said she had lupus and fibromyalgia. If they are deemed ineligible in the coming months and years, she is not sure what medications they would be able to afford.

"I get where Trump's coming from, there's some people that do use the system," Ms. Amaya said. "But there's people also like me and my husband -- we still pay taxes, we pay for our insurance, we still pay our bills."

With her was her 25-year-old daughter, Deja, who said she had struggled with mental health issues; she and her girlfriend, Kayla Bogs, had been living with their dogs, Teddy and Dusty, in a silver minivan with the rear seats removed to accommodate a mattress.

Even in the conservative counties of Weld and Morgan, concern about administering the rules for Medicaid and food stamps is growing.


Deja Amaya, left, and her partner, Kayla Bogs, with their dogs, Teddy and Dusty, in the van they are living in.


Renee Duran, a support specialist with the Department of Human Services, answering questions about benefit eligibility at her office in Fort Collins, Colo.


Deja said she had been unable to hold down a job because of her medical issues and was expecting the worst from the new work requirements.

"All I know is that we're going to be getting kicked off," she said.

Summit County, home to ski resorts like Breckenridge and Copper Mountain, has traditionally been one of the biggest generators of sales taxes in the state, but the cost of living is daunting, and most jobs are tied to seasonal tourism, said Tamara Pogue, a county commissioner, and Janet Wolfson, an economic security programs manager. The high rate of turnover already makes verification for federal benefits challenging.

Ms. Pogue also pointed to the stiff financial penalties that the new law imposes on state and local governments if they underpay or overpay benefits. Her biggest concern, she said, was "the amount of pressure that we are anticipating as counties to make our accuracy rates higher, with fewer resources and double the amount of work."

 Ruth Fremson/The New York Times

 Ruth Fremson/The New York Times

From left, a train for tourists in Durango, Colo.; Janet Wolfson and Tamara Pogue; looking out on Durango.

In southwestern Colorado, La Plata County was already bracing for tough fiscal sledding. Shriveling revenues from the natural gas industry have contributed to $8 million in budget cuts in the last two years, and next year's proposed budget represents another 12 percent decrease, said Marsha Porter-Norton, a county commissioner.

The need for assistance, however, remains as pronounced as ever, as evidenced at a food pantry on the campus of Fort Lewis College in Durango, where more than a quarter of students are Native American.

"This is the big horrible bill," Ms. Porter-Norton, a Democrat, said. "People are going to go hungry."

She is supporting a local ballot measure to increase the sales tax and generate $18 million more annually. If it doesn't pass, "everything is on the table," she said.

La Plata County, in Southwestern Colorado, was struggling with its budget shortfalls even before it was saddled with administering the new eligibility rules for Medicaid and SNAP.


"This is the big horrible bill," said Marsha Porter-Norton, a La Plata county commissioner.


A food pantry for students and faculty members on the campus of Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colo.


Ms. Rhoades's title, senior eligibility technician, understates her role as the go-to person for government assistance in neighboring San Juan County. Fewer than 900 people live in the remote, mountainous county, and Ms. Rhoades lends a hand with everything, including helping people pay their utilities and finding them food.

"Normally they just start with questions like, 'I just lost my job. What do I do? How do I apply for this? What can I qualify for?'" said Ms. Rhoades, 43, a lifelong Silverton resident who also waitresses twice a week at a downtown restaurant.

Some new SNAP rules are supposed to go into effect in November, when people are already struggling after summer jobs have ended but winter jobs haven't begun. In a place where politics have gotten personal in the past, she's preparing for the worst.

In her office, which decades ago served as the sheriff's department, she displays letters and holiday cards from residents, thanking her for helping them with their benefits.

Then there's a printout, sent by her sister, of a still from the horror movie "Child's Play." Chucky the doll is charred but standing, with the caption, "a little burned out but doing my best."
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How Social Security Will Be Affected by a Government Shutdown

Retirement, survivor and disability payments will continue, but some services may be temporarily unavailable.

A Social Security Administration office in Manhattan. The agency's field offices generally stay open during budget lapses. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Tara Siegel Bernard



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:04 AM

The failure to reach a budget agreement will shut down much of the federal government on Wednesday, but that won't stop the flow of several critical benefits, including Social Security retirement and disability payments, which are sent to more than 74 million people each month.

Applying for benefits will also still be possible, either online, over the phone or at the agency's field offices, which generally remain open in the event of a budgetary lapse.

"We will continue activities critical to our direct-service operations and those needed to ensure accurate and timely payment of benefits," according to a recent document from Tom Holland, Social Security's chief financial officer. The letter described the agency's contingency plan in the event of a federal shutdown.

Both Social Security and Medicare are not subject to annual budget negotiations by Congress -- their funding is mandatory because it has already been authorized by the Social Security Act. (Social Security's dedicated revenue source is generated largely by payroll taxes, which are split by workers and their employers. Medicare is partly funded by the same revenue stream.)

That means retirement, survivor and disability benefits will continue uninterrupted. Supplemental Security Income, a needs-based program for poor or disabled beneficiaries that is administered by the agency, works a bit differently: It is funded through appropriations made by Congress, but those payments are available through December, experts said.

Still, some of the Social Security Administration's more general services will be put on hold. They include benefit verification, benefit updates that are unrelated to the adjudication of benefits, corrections to an earnings record and the replacement of Medicare cards, according to the agency's letter explaining its contingency plans.

If the shutdown drags on, it could delay Social Security's annual cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, which adjusts payments for price inflation. That measure is based on the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (called C.P.I.-W), a figure that was set to come out in mid-October. But it is calculated by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which is expected to suspend operations.

In a politically charged message sent to Social Security employees on Tuesday afternoon, the agency's commissioner, Frank Bisignano, said that President Trump opposed a government shutdown but that Democrats were blocking efforts to keep it running.

"The agency has contingency plans in place for executing an orderly shutdown of activities that would be affected by any lapse in appropriations forced by congressional Democrats," he said in the message.

Most of Social Security's frontline employees will continue to report to work, though, like other essential federal workers, they will not be paid. The agency and its staff have already experienced a lot of tumult this year, which began when the Department of Government Efficiency slashed roughly 12 percent of its work force.

"We have a well-documented morale crisis at Social Security, made worse over the past eight months as we have lost thousands more employees," said a statement from Social Security Workers United, a committee of the American Federation of Government Employees union that represents 40,000 agency workers. "Delaying our paychecks will make the morale crisis even worse. We are being asked to keep delivering earned benefits while our own financial situations suffer."
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Journalist Injured in Chaotic Scene at New York Immigration Court

A Turkish journalist was taken away on a stretcher and taken to the hospital after U.S. agents shoved another journalist.

Video: Federal Agents Shove Journalists at a Manhattan Court

A journalist was injured after an incident between federal agents and journalists at a Manhattan immigration courthouse on Tuesday. The Department of Homeland Security said that the journalists "obstructed operations."


By Ana Ley and Wesley Parnell



Sep 30, 2025 at 11:33 PM

A video journalist was injured on Tuesday during a tumultuous scene involving federal agents outside a Manhattan immigration courtroom less than a week after another officer was captured on video shoving a woman in a confrontation.

A hallway on the 12th floor at 26 Federal Plaza, the site of immigration courtrooms, descended into chaos as two women got into an elevator followed by masked agents and a journalist, Dean Moses of amNY. The brief melee, captured on video, began to unfold when one of the agents cursed at Mr. Moses and shoved him out of the elevator and back toward a scrum of about a dozen journalists and camera crews crowded behind him.

Eyewitnesses said that another agent then pushed a second journalist, Olga Fedorova, who was in the hallway outside the elevator, onto the floor.

The scene unfolded so swiftly that it was difficult to ascertain the exact sequence of events.

"I just knew that I had to try to get photos of whatever is happening," said Ms. Fedorova, a freelance photographer who said that she tried to capture pictures of the agents shoving the first journalist. "It was incredibly quick."

Ms. Fedorova said that she felt herself flying backward and falling before she got up quickly to take more pictures as the elevator doors closed. Ms. Fedorova said that the third journalist was already on the floor when she hit the ground. She said he appeared to be badly hurt. It was not clear how he ended up on the floor.

"His camera was next to him -- it was still on," she said. "He was covering his face and he was moaning in pain and he was unable to move."

A nurse at the building attended to the injured journalist, identified as L. Vural Elibol, until emergency crews placed a neck brace on him and removed him on a stretcher. Mr. Elibol, who works with the Turkish news agency Anadolu Ajansi, was taken to a hospital where he was being evaluated Tuesday afternoon.

"He was just like laying down on the floor," his colleague Mostafa Bassim, a photojournalist, said. "He couldn't talk or, like, function at all."

Mr. Elibol lives in New Jersey with his wife and son, Mr. Bassim said.

On social media, Gov. Kathy Hochul accused the federal agents of abusing law-abiding immigrants and the reporters telling their stories.

"What the hell are we doing here?" she said in a post on X.

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, said that agents had been attempting to arrest an undocumented immigrant from Peru when they were "swarmed by agitators and members of the press, which obstructed operations." She said that the officers had told the crowd repeatedly to get back.

Ms. McLaughlin said that the building had been the target of threats, including a bomb threat and a menacing letter containing white powder. She added that the agency was on high alert after a sniper opened fire last week on an Immigration and Customs Enforcement field office in Dallas.

"Following last week's terrorist attack, we are particularly concerned with our officers' safety," Ms. McLaughlin said. "Again, we are urging the media and politicians to stop fanning the flames of division and stop demonization of law enforcement."

Jumaane Williams, the city's public advocate, and Brad Lander, the city comptroller, condemned the incident, and Mr. Williams urged the Police Department to intervene in the actions of federal agents. Mr. Williams and Mr. Lander were among more than a dozen Democratic elected officials who were arrested earlier in September inside and outside the federal building. Many of the officials had demanded access to cells used by ICE to detain migrants, while others blocked the garage entrance that ICE uses to transport detained migrants.

"The N.Y.P.D. should explore any ability they have to stop these repeat offenders committing violence in our city," Mr. Williams said in a statement. "The Trump administration is working to create an 'other' that includes immigrants, the media, progressives -- anyone who they feel stands in their way -- to give themselves permission for state-sanctioned violence."

Officials from the Police Department deferred questions about the incident to federal authorities and did not immediately respond to an inquiry about Mr. Williams's statement.

Last week, another federal agent was placed under investigation after a widely circulated video showed him pushing a woman to the ground as her husband was placed in detention.

The day after that episode, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security described the agent's behavior as "unacceptable and beneath the men and women of ICE."

The footage of last week's incident set off an outcry from New York City officials who denounced the behavior of the officer, who has not been identified, and demanded that he be disciplined.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/30/nyregion/journalist-injured-immigration-courthouse.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Fight Over Hidden Report on Trump Documents Case Goes to Appeals Court

Meanwhile, previously secret passages in court filings over grand jury fights in two cases against the president have been revealed.

A free-speech group is pressing an appeals court to intervene in the release of special counsel's report on President Trump's retention of classified documents when he was out of office. Pete Marovich for The New York Times



By Charlie Savage
Charlie Savage writes about national security and legal policy. He reported from Washington.


Sep 30, 2025 at 04:06 PM

A Trump-appointed federal judge's lingering inaction over a special counsel's report about President Trump's retention of classified documents has ensured that it remains hidden, prompting a free-speech group to urge an appeals court to intervene.

Separately on Monday, a judge made public more than 200 pages of files concerning closed-door fights in court over attorney-client privilege during the investigations into the documents case and into Mr. Trump's attempt to overturn the 2020 election.

Together, the developments showed how details of the two investigations that led to indictments of Mr. Trump while he was out of office have remained hidden from public view.

The request by the free-speech group, the Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University, is known as a "mandamus" petition, meaning it is pressing a higher court to instruct a lower court to act.

The request's success is by no means assured because the standard for an appeals court to grant such an order is hard to meet. Essentially, it must find that the right to the relief sought is clear and indisputable and that there is no other way to get it.

But the request spotlights how the Trump-appointed judge who oversaw that case, Aileen M. Cannon of the Federal District Court for the Southern District of Florida, has sat on a request aimed at trying to make public a report by the special counsel, Jack Smith, on the investigation.

Mr. Smith dropped the investigations into Mr. Trump after the 2024 election because the Justice Department considers sitting presidents temporarily immune from prosecution.

Mr. Smith ultimately produced a two-volume report about his work. The first volume, regarding the election case, became public in January. But the documents volume remains hidden because Judge Cannon imposed an injunction blocking the Justice Department from providing a copy to anyone outside the department.

Judge Cannon, who earlier threw out the case because she ruled the special counsel's appointment invalid, has left the injunction in place even though its stated rationale no longer exists. She had asserted that the report's disclosure could undermine the fair-trial rights of two former co-defendants to Mr. Trump if an appeals court overturned her dismissal, but the Trump administration has since dropped the case entirely.

Before issuing the injunction, Judge Cannon had ordered the Justice Department to show the report to her. In February, the Knight First Amendment Institute asked her both to lift that injunction and to post the report on the case docket, citing the public's constitutional right to see judicial records.

Judge Aileen M. Cannon of the Federal District Court for the Southern District of Florida imposed an injunction blocking the Justice Department from providing a copy of the report to anyone outside the department. U.S. Senate, via Associated Press


But Judge Cannon has yet to act on that request. Calling that delay "manifestly unreasonable," the institute asked the appeals court to order her to act.

The continued existence of Judge Cannon's injunction has also derailed Freedom of Information Act lawsuits seeking the report by American Oversight in Washington, and by The New York Times in New York.

Disclosing the report, the institute argued, "would shed light on the scope and integrity of the special counsel's investigation and on the character and actions of the then-former and now-current president."

Separately, the chief judge of the Federal District Court in the District of Columbia, James E. Boasberg, made public on Monday material concerning fights over attorney-client privilege during the two grand jury investigations into Mr. Trump.

The Justice Department had curated and partly redacted that material, which includes motions, argument transcripts and rulings after Judge Boasberg, in response to a request by The Times, ordered that they be unsealed.

The broad strokes of the fights had emerged in news reports in 2022 and 2023, but grand -jury secrecy rules normally require keeping official records of such matters confidential unless they are formally acknowledged -- as they later were in open court.

Some of the court records were also in a partly redacted trove that had been made public in October after Politico and The Times requested that files related to fights over executive privilege be made public. The new material made visible discussion of attorney-client privilege, too.

For example, on Sept. 28, 2022, the previous chief judge for the District of Columbia, Beryl A. Howell, issued a major, 40-page ruling holding that various associates of Mr. Trump who had invoked a range of privilege claims to avoid testifying in the election investigation had to appear before the grand jury and answer questions.

But the version released last year blacked out her entire discussion of how attorney-client privilege applied to former government lawyers in the Trump White House, spanning Pages 30 to 36 of that opinion. The newly released version makes public her legal analysis.

"As an executive branch attorney," Judge Howell wrote, a former White House lawyer had "a responsibility and duty to inform the grand jury of information he possesses pertinent to the grand jury's investigation into" a potential crime. "Accordingly, the former president's claim of attorney-client privilege fails."

The newly released files also include an excerpt from a March 20, 2023, hearing before Judge Boasberg, new to the job of chief judge, that was not in the earlier tranche. It adds to the record showing that judges expressed concern about Mr. Trump's delay tactics.

On March 15, 2023, just before her term as chief ended, Judge Howell had ordered witnesses to turn over materials and testify. A lawyer for a subpoenaed witness and Mr. Trump asked Judge Boasberg for a stay. He extended a deadline for 48 hours but declined to issue the stay.

"There is a premium on moving this case through with expedition," Judge Boasberg said. "There have been lengthy delays already, which I place at the feet of the former president, not the government. And the fact that there is a special counsel and a desire in the great public interest to move this case along quickly, that favors not staying the matter."
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Florida Hands Over Prime Miami Property for Trump Library

President Trump has not revealed any concrete plans for a future library, but his son and others have been scouting possible sites in South Florida for months.

The land that Gov. Ron DeSantis wants to be the site of President Trump's presidential library is a parking lot that, until last week, belonged to Miami Dade College. Marta Lavandier/Associated Press



By Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from Miami


Sep 30, 2025 at 10:04 AM


Gov. Ron DeSantis and other top elected Republican state officials donated a prime state-owned property in downtown Miami on Tuesday to the nonprofit raising money for President Trump's presidential library.

Some estimates say that the property, facing Biscayne Bay, is worth hundreds of millions of dollars. It belonged to Miami Dade College until last week, when the college's trustees voted without any discussion to convey it to the state.

Mr. DeSantis and the Florida Cabinet -- the state attorney general, agriculture commissioner and chief financial officer -- unanimously approved the conveyance of the property to the nonprofit when they met on Tuesday in Tallahassee, in their capacity as the trustees of a fund that controls state lands. Their discussion before the vote lasted less than three minutes. Minutes later, the president's son Eric posted on social media that the library would be built in Miami, and thanked Mr. DeSantis and James Uthmeier, the attorney general, for their help in securing the site.

"Consistent with our families DNA, this will be one of the most beautiful buildings ever built, an icon on the Miami skyline," Eric Trump wrote.

The move essentially puts the property under the control of the Trump family. The Florida-based foundation that has been given the land was incorporated in May by Eric Trump and the president's son-in-law Michael Boulos.

Conveying the property as a gift affirmed that the governor and cabinet members believed that its "intended use will provide a greater benefit to the public than its retention in state ownership," according to agenda documents for Tuesday's meeting.





Eric Trump is among several people close to the president who scouted possible library sites in South Florida over the last few months. One such site, at Florida Atlantic University, was near the president's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, but was subject to height restrictions because of its proximity to an airport.

Another, on the grounds of Florida International University, was near Mr. Trump's golf course in Doral. But that location was deep in the suburbs.

The 2.63-acre property in downtown Miami, currently a parking lot, is the most valuable of the three, with its waterfront views, proximity to public transportation and space for several towers. Under the terms of the transaction, only certain "components" of the property would be required to house a presidential library, museum or center, according to the state. Construction would have to begin within five years.

The rest of the property could house other ventures, such as a hotel, as Mr. Trump is believed to want. Nothing would preclude the building of condos, restaurants or other commercial ventures on the site, which some big-name developers had previously eyed.

Before the vote on Tuesday, Mr. DeSantis said that it would be the first presidential library to be affiliated with a state college, rather than a university.

Miami Dade College has said little about giving up the property. The college received a letter from the Office of Cabinet Affairs on Sept. 16 requesting the conveyance without any explanation, according to a copy that The New York Times obtained through a public records request. Roberto Alonso, the board's vice chairman, said in an interview that the college's trustees could only guess at what the request was for.

"There's not many options -- we're appointed by the governor," he said.

Still, Mr. Alonso said, putting a presidential library on the site would be an "amazing opportunity."

"It's a place to go and have dialogue," he said. "It's a place for our students to learn about the highest office."

Miami Dade College has used the property as a parking lot for the Freedom Tower, a locally beloved building that the college owns, where Cuban refugees were given assistance decades ago when they first arrived in South Florida. The 100-year-old yellow tower, now a museum, reopened this month after a two-year, $25 million renovation.

Mr. Uthmeier said in a video posted on X last week that he could think of "no better location" for Mr. Trump's library than next to Florida's "Ellis Island of the South."

Others have expressed dismay at the prospect, either because of the president's posture toward immigrants or because they do not think public land should be donated for a political enterprise, especially without public input.

"That land belongs to our kids," said Marvin Dunn, a Miami historian. "It belongs to their educational future, and to give it to a politician -- any politician -- is wrong."

Dr. Dunn organized a protest outside the site on Monday and said he was hoping to file a lawsuit against the conveyance after it was completed on Tuesday, as expected.

One of Mr. Trump's scouts for potential library sites is Steven Witkoff, his Middle East envoy, a fellow real estate developer who is involved in a large project in downtown Miami. Mr. Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner owns rental condos just north of downtown.

Anne-Christine Carrie, an urban planner and planning consultant who is an expert on Miami's zoning code, said the "highest and best use" of the property would be towers up to 100 stories high that together could house some 2,500 condo units.

The lack of a residential parking requirement is a rarity for condo construction in Miami, she said, and makes the site all the more valuable. Ms. Carrie noted, however, that construction on nearby developments has been delayed in the past after ancient relics were discovered at the sites.

Miami Dade College bought the property for $24.8 million in 2004. The Miami-Dade County property appraiser lists its value today at more than $67 million, but that is just a fraction of its likely market value, especially given the favorable zoning and building rules, said Peter Zalewski, a real estate consultant who tracks local trends in the condo market.

Mr. Zalewski estimated that the property could sell for at least $360 million on the market, based on a calculation that took into account the cost per square foot for condo units in the area, plus a premium for new construction.

"There's all kinds of ways that thing would just be a cash cow," he said of the site.

Maggie Haberman contributed reporting from New York.
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News Analysis


Trump Gave the Military's Brass a Rehashed Speech. Until Minute 44.

On an almost daily basis, thousands of words pour forth from the president's mouth. Sometimes, he tucks in a wildly revealing insight about the direction he is taking the country. 

Top military commanders gathered in Quantico, Va., on Tuesday to hear from President Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. 



By Shawn McCreesh
Reporting from Washington


Sep 30, 2025 at 11:05 PM

It was a speech unlike any other and just like every other.

The makings of it were strange and rare. Washington had raised a collective eyebrow last week when news began circulating that President Trump and his defense secretary had summoned the country's military brass to a base in Virginia for an unexplained meeting. The timing was notable. This summons had come just as the president had started to act with a new aggressiveness to carry out his long-held and oft-stated desire to send the military into U.S. cities, ostensibly to reduce crime.

Several hundred military commanders turned up at Quantico on Tuesday morning. Some had flown in for it from places as far away as Germany, Brussels, Japan and South Korea. They sat mostly in silence as Mr. Trump talked for 73 minutes about the same things he talks about almost every day, no matter where he is or to whom he is speaking.

He talked to the generals about Joseph R. Biden Jr. and the infamous autopen. He talked about the media. He talked about tariffs and the border. He talked about the time he went to a restaurant in Washington to eat dinner. He talked about not being awarded a Nobel Peace Prize he felt he had earned.

Mr. Trump repeated a litany of complaints during his 73-minute speech. Doug Mills/The New York Times


These were pretty much the same things he talked about a day earlier while standing next to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel in the State Dining Room at the White House, which were the same things he talked about at Charlie Kirk's memorial service in Arizona, which were the same things he talked about at Windsor Castle and at Chequers in England.

But if the generals were paying attention during minute 44 of the president's speech Tuesday, they would have heard the fleeting but unmistakable sound of something new. Something different.  

It was at that moment that the president recounted a conversation with his defense secretary: "I told Pete, we should use some of these dangerous cities as training grounds for our military."

We should use some of these dangerous cities as training grounds for our military, the president of the United States said.

On an almost daily basis, thousands of words pour forth from the president's mouth. Sometimes, he tucks in a wild insight about the direction he is taking the country. 

It can be hard to discern these moments for what they are. Partially that's because we hear from Mr. Trump so often. He is on TV constantly. But it's also because, in his second term more than ever, he has become so devoid of context. He seems unwilling or unable to modulate based on his audience, his setting or his circumstances. 

High-ranking officers and NCOs flew in from commands all over the world for the meeting. Doug Mills/The New York Times


If there had been any point to dragooning all those high-powered military commanders from around the country and the world to Virginia on Tuesday, it wasn't exactly clear from Mr. Trump's speech what that might have been. He would occasionally slip in observations or references that were more on topic, but these flights from his usual refrains seemed almost beside the point, if indeed there was one. 

"I think we should maybe start thinking about battleships," he said at one point. "By the way, the B-2 bombers were incredible," he said at another point. 

He mentioned that he used to love watching "Victory at Sea," the old black-and-white television series about World War II. 

There is also the matter of his delivery. It has become harder to perceive the occasionally revealing things the president says -- like Tuesday's admission that he saw American cities as "training grounds" for troops -- because of the way he sometimes says them. 

For a 79-year-old, he's often shown a great deal of energy, but he seemed a bit sapped Tuesday. As his remarks went on and on, his voice took on a more monotonous quality. A day earlier, when he spoke at the White House while standing beside Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Trump sounded out of breath at times. 

Toward the end of his speech to the largely stoic crowd, Mr. Trump's voice became more monotonous. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Even though Tuesday's speech was not so different from all the others, he still seemed intent on winning over his audience with it. 

"I've never walked into a room so silent before," he said as he began. He acknowledged that members of the military were not meant to act like partisans, but told the crowd not to be concerned with such customs. "Just have a good time," he instructed. "And if you want to applaud, you applaud. And if you want to do anything you want, you can do anything you want."

He told the brass, "You just feel nice and loose, OK?"

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting. 
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Trump Cuts to Counterterrorism Funds for New York Reach $187 Million

Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York asked that the funding be restored, accusing the Trump administration of "walking away from the fight against terrorism."

Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York said that with the latest funding cuts, the state would be getting 86 percent less in counterterrorism funds than it did under the Biden administration. Juan Arredondo for The New York Times



By Grace Ashford and Stefanos Chen



Oct 01, 2025 at 12:15 AM

For months, the Trump administration has vowed to claw back federal funding to states and cities that it views as hostile to its immigration and anti-diversity priorities.

In New York, that pledge has apparently been carried out with gusto.

State officials recently learned that New York would lose $100 million from the Department of Homeland Security for counterterrorism programs. The cut comes on top of an earlier funding reduction, announced in August, of $87 million.

New York, along with 10 other states and the District of Columbia, sued on Monday to block the Homeland Security cuts. And on Tuesday, a federal judge in Rhode Island granted the states a temporary reprieve, essentially freezing the funds while the case plays out in court.

If the cuts are carried out in New York, they would reduce the federal contribution to the counterterrorism programs to just $30 million -- an 86 percent reduction from what the state received under the Biden administration.

"A Republican administration literally defunding the police is the height of hypocrisy -- and walking away from the fight against terrorism in the No. 1 terrorist target in America is utterly shocking," Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York said in a statement on Tuesday.

In a letter sent on Monday to Kristi Noem, the Homeland Security secretary, Ms. Hochul demanded that the decision be reversed and accused the secretary of making "all of America more vulnerable to terrorist attacks."

"Do not play games with this critical security funding," she warned.

The Department of Homeland Security did not respond to a request for comment. Ms. Noem has not responded to Ms. Hochul's letter, according to the governor's office.

The New York City police said in a statement that the loss of funding was a "devastating blow to our capabilities and our efforts to protect all Americans from terrorist attacks," calling the decision "incredibly dangerous."

The cuts are part of a nationwide reshaping of counterterrorism support from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which distributed roughly $1 billion through its Homeland Security Grant Program to states for such efforts last year.

New York's share of that was roughly $220 million, which funded a broad array of programs for the New York City police and fire departments, as well as state police, and regional threat response units on Long Island and in Westchester.

The grants helped fund bomb squads, canine teams and chemical weapon detection. They helped train officers to respond to an active shooter situation or a collapsed building, and paid for intelligence analysts and for members of the National Guard standing watch at Grand Central Terminal.

"I don't understand how you justify this," said Jackie Bray, New York's commissioner of homeland security and emergency services, adding, "There will be public safety professionals who lose their jobs over the next two years because of these cuts, unequivocally."

The cuts come just a week after the Secret Service found a huge network of illicit, sophisticated equipment in the New York region that was capable of interfering with the cellular network, just as foreign leaders prepared to gather nearby for the U.N. General Assembly's annual session. The network, now dismantled, underscored the city's unique status as an international target.

Andrew R. Garbarino, a Republican congressman on Long Island who leads the House Committee on Homeland Security, said in a statement that he was concerned that the cuts "will undermine our capabilities, embolden our enemies and ultimately increase the danger facing our communities."

Additional funding cuts could also hamper public safety and antiterrorism efforts by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that runs the subway, buses and regional railroads.

The Department of Homeland Security is planning not to fund a discretionary grant to New York State that helps pay for police patrols and other security measures on mass transit, according to two people familiar with the decision.

The fund, called the Transit Security Grant Program, last year provided about $20 million to the M.T.A., half of which was used to pay for police officers, bag screenings, canine training and cybersecurity for the subway and buses, according to the transit authority. The money was also used to bolster security on the Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North, the two busiest commuter rail systems in the country. The plan to withhold the money was first reported by Streetsblog.

Janno Lieber, the chief executive of the M.T.A., would not say on Tuesday afternoon whether the federal government's plan to deny the transit grant funding was imminent, but said that the idea of doing so was "nuts."

"We hear a lot from Washington about, 'Oh, the subways need to be safer,'" he said. "So, to me, it's unthinkable that Washington could be considering cutting transit security grants."

The Homeland Security Grant Program was established in the aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks to help states prevent major acts of terrorism. On his first day in office, President Trump announced that he would be withholding funds from those states he deemed at odds with his mass deportation agenda.

New York has joined 10 other states, including Illinois, California, Massachusetts and New Jersey, and the District of Columbia in suing the Department of Homeland Security in an effort to restore the funding. The plaintiffs say the cuts are unlawful, noting that the administration has slashed the budgets of Democrat-led states it considers "sanctuary states" while increasing those of Republican-led states that have cooperated with immigration officials.

Funds stripped from states like New York will be redirected to other cities and states the administration has deemed more deserving, including North Carolina, Indiana and Tennessee, according to the lawsuit.

Ms. Bray said that the allocations represented a fundamental change in the way the United States approaches homeland security, a mission that encompasses not only immigration but also disaster preparedness, port security and counterterrorism.

The cuts are emblematic of a greater shift, she said: "It is the systematic shifting of resources out of the protection of Americans and toward the harassing and detention and deportation of undocumented immigrants."
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U.S. Argues That Detained Protesters Can't Seek Release in Federal Court

A federal appeals court heard arguments over whether noncitizens subject to deportation have the right to challenge their detentions using one of the oldest legal precepts.

Mohsen Mahdawi told a rally that protesters were fighting against "any form of injustice, against tyranny and against fascism." Ryan Murphy for The New York Times



By Colin Moynihan



Oct 01, 2025 at 12:46 AM

Student protesters detained by the Trump administration in deportation proceedings have relied on a centuries-old legal vehicle to have judges determine whether they were punished for exercising their First Amendment Rights and might be entitled to release.

Now, the government is seeking to convince a New York appeals court that the tool, a habeas corpus petition, should be generally off-limits in such cases, arguing that it runs afoul of American immigration law.

If the U.S. argument is successful, noncitizens detained by the administration and placed in immigration proceedings could lose one of the most dependable methods of challenging their detention.

Without habeas filings, Mahmoud Khalil, Mohsen Mahdawi and Rumeysa Ozturk, three of the most prominent demonstrators detained by federal agents this year, might still be detained or already have been deported.

American Civil Liberties Union lawyers representing Ms. Ozturk, who was a graduate student at Tufts University in Massachusetts when she was arrested this year, and Mr. Mahdawi, who helped organize pro-Palestinian demonstrations at Columbia University in New York City, appeared at a hearing on Tuesday in the Second Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan.

A Justice Department lawyer, Tyler Becker, repeatedly laid out the government's position before a three-judge panel, saying that Congress had stripped from federal district courts the jurisdiction to consider habeas petitions that challenged deportation decisions.

The lawyers representing Mr. Mahdawi and Ms. Ozturk countered that contesting a decision to remove someone from the United States is different from contesting a decision to detain that person. They said district courts clearly have the authority to hear habeas cases brought by people who contend that they are being held in violation of the law.

Mr. Mahdawi and Ms. Ozturk both have active habeas cases in which they have asked the court to declare that the government's actions violated the First and Fifth Amendments and to vacate what they call an unlawful policy of targeting noncitizens for removal from the country based upon advocacy for Palestinian rights.

Those cases have been on hold pending decisions by the Second Circuit. Mr. Mahdawi and Ms. Ozturk also face separate deportation proceedings.

The cases have become a focus of the Trump administration's efforts to quash pro-Palestinian dissent on campus, particularly when it involves students from other countries. On Tuesday, a federal judge in Massachusetts ruled that the administration threatened students with deportation to silence noncitizens in academia, specifically mentioning those involved in the New York appeal.

On the eve of the appeals hearing, Mr. Mahdawi spoke to demonstrators rallying outside Columbia University. "There is an opportunity for us to come together and to reclaim our university, to reform the governance in this university, to stand up for the principles and the values that we come to this university for and to stand up against any form of injustice, against tyranny and against fascism," Mr. Mahdawi told the crowd.

If the government ultimately gets its way, Mr. Madhawi, who grew up in a Palestinian refugee camp in the West Bank, would have to make such arguments from abroad.

The administration is asking for the reversal of orders by two district court judges who considered habeas petitions earlier this year. One judge released Mr. Mahdawi on bail. The other directed that the authorities bring Ms. Ozturk to Vermont from Louisiana, where she had been in a detention facility. She was then released from Louisiana.

But even if the government's new requests are specific, the implications for habeas and its uses could be broad.

The right to invoke habeas, derived from centuries of common law dating back to the time of Magna Carta, is widely seen as a foundational part of constitutional democracy, one that protects people from unlawful detention. It is cited in the Constitution, where the framers wrote that it "shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it."

In recent months, habeas has become a lightning rod for government officials who have pushed for deportations.

President Trump's deputy chief of staff, Stephen Miller, said in May that the administration would consider suspending habeas for detained migrants, something that several legal experts said was beyond the ability of the executive branch alone. Stephen Vladeck, a law professor at Georgetown University, called Mr. Miller's statement "factually and legally nuts."

When Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, was asked shortly after Mr. Miller's statement to define habeas, she misidentified it as "a constitutional right that the president has to be able to remove people from this country."

"Excuse me, that's incorrect," Maggie Hassan, a U.S. senator from New Hampshire, replied, adding: "Habeas corpus is the legal principle that requires that the government provide a public reason for detaining and imprisoning people."

It was once common to use habeas to challenge deportation orders, but changes to the Immigration and Nationality Act in 1996 and 2005 limited district courts' authority to review those decisions.

Administration lawyers cited those changes, writing to the appeals panel that immigration law requires a noncitizen "to exhaust all issues first in immigration court," and then through the Board of Immigration Appeals. Only then, the lawyers added, may a noncitizen seek review of legal, constitutional or factual questions by petitioning an appeals court.

The A.C.L.U. called that position "radical," saying that the law does not require anyone to go through an immigration review process that can last years before challenging unconstitutional detention in a federal court.

That, the A.C.L.U. lawyers added, "would give the executive branch a powerful tool of unchecked censorship -- the ability to detain noncitizens as punishment for their political viewpoints."

Steven J. Menashi, one of the judges hearing arguments Tuesday, seemed sympathetic to some aspects of the government's case. He suggested that while habeas petitions may be appropriate when challenging a prolonged detention, it might be reasonable for most detainees to exhaust their options in immigration court before turning to a federal court.

Another judge, William J. Nardini, appeared receptive to the idea that an allegation of unconstitutional detention would be enough for habeas review.

Judge Nardini asked Mr. Becker whether an immigration judge could release someone held in violation of the First Amendment. Mr. Becker replied that the immigration judge would have that discretion.

Then, Judge Nardini asked whether an immigration judge in the hypothetical situation he described would be bound to grant release.

"Given that the release is discretionary," Mr. Becker said. "I don't want to take a position."

Jonah E. Bromwich and Camille Baker contributed reporting.
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Rep. David Schweikert Will Run for Governor in Arizona

Mr. Schweikert's entry into a competitive Republican primary for governor means his battleground House seat will be open, giving Democrats a prime opportunity.

Representative David Schweikert is an eight-term Republican congressman from Arizona who rode the Tea Party backlash to the Obama administration into office in 2010. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Kellen Browning



Sep 30, 2025 at 04:33 PM

Representative David Schweikert, Republican of Arizona, announced on Tuesday that he would run for governor in the state, scrambling his party's primary for the office and giving Democrats a prime pickup opportunity in a competitive House district.

Mr. Schweikert, 63, immediately becomes a serious contender in what was a two-way primary between Representative Andy Biggs, a fierce Trump loyalist, and the more moderate Republican Karrin Taylor Robson, a wealthy developer and lawyer.

Mr. Schweikert, an eight-term congressman who rode the Tea Party backlash to the Obama administration into office in 2010, representing an affluent suburban region of Phoenix and Scottsdale ever since, may try to stake out a path between the two.

"We're going to try to actually demonstrate to voters what a conservative agenda looks like," Mr. Schweikert said in an interview. "I don't believe there's anyone in the Southwest in the last 25 years who's run as many competitive races as I have, and yet not given an inch on their conservatism."

A former member of the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus and a fiscal hawk obsessed with shrinking the federal deficit, he has credibility among conservatives but has also repeatedly won over his district's relatively moderate voters, maintaining a low profile and largely abstaining from President Trump's combative brand of politics.

"I'm an actual conservative," Mr. Schweikert said. "Not a populist, someone running on grievances, but someone actually running as a free-market conservative. Is there a place for that in today's world?" His decision to run was earlier reported by Axios.

The Republican candidates are vying to face Gov. Katie Hobbs, a Democrat, in next year's general election.

Republicans dominated Arizona politics for decades, but the party's rightward shift in the Trump era has offered an opening for Democrats to win over the state's wary independents.

Democrats have won the last four Senate races in Arizona, each against a pro-Trump candidate. In the most recent governor's race, in 2022, Ms. Hobbs defeated Kari Lake, a Trump loyalist who had alienated moderate Republicans.

Even as Ms. Hobbs is considered one of the country's most vulnerable incumbents, many political operatives in the state have speculated that Republicans could be headed for another loss next year. Mr. Schweikert said he was running because Arizona's "prosperity" was slipping under Ms. Hobbs -- some metrics have shown the state's economic growth slowing -- and he accused her of "doing Whac-a-Mole instead of producing a vision of prosperity for the state."

The Democratic Governors Association pushed back, saying that Ms. Hobbs has worked to lower costs, and that Mr. Schweikert had "spent his time in Congress voting to gut Social Security and slash health care to fund tax breaks for the ultrawealthy."

Mr. Schweikert has made no secret of his growing frustration with gridlock and dysfunction in Washington and with Congress's inaction on curbing the debt.

His proposed legislation to help pay for Mr. Trump's sweeping domestic policy bill, estimated to add several trillion dollars to the debt, has gone nowhere.

"We spend more time doing theater than the intellectual capital required to actually move policy," Mr. Schweikert said. "At some point you have to realize, 'Maybe I can save my state, because I haven't been able to save Congress and its policymaking.'"

The more moderate Ms. Taylor Robson would most likely be a tougher opponent for Ms. Hobbs than Mr. Biggs. But Ms. Taylor Robson has trailed Mr. Biggs in some early polls, and she is struggling to convince Republican primary voters that she is as fervent a backer of Mr. Trump as she says she is.

Mr. Schweikert nodded to that assessment, saying he "genuinely believed" he was the only candidate "able to talk to conservative-leaning independents and have them understand you really do care." 

Ms. Taylor Robson's campaign suggested that Mr. Schweikert was a "career politician" who had a "well-documented history of opposing President Trump," noting that the congressman said he overslept during a key vote on the president's domestic policy bill in May, after a marathon negotiating session Mr. Schweikert had been involved in.

Drew Sexton, a senior adviser to Mr. Biggs, cited a poll that shows him leading the hypothetical three-person field. "Congressman Biggs has the support of national and local Republican leaders and organizations, plus the consistent voting record to show he'll always stand up for the conservative values of Arizonans," Mr. Sexton said.

Turning Point USA, the powerful Arizona-based conservative group that was led by Charlie Kirk, threw its weight behind Mr. Biggs before Mr. Kirk's assassination earlier this month. Several political strategists on Mr. Trump's 2024 presidential campaign who had signed on to work for Ms. Taylor Robson quit in May.

Both candidates have something that Mr. Schweikert lacks: an endorsement from Mr. Trump, who voiced his support for Ms. Taylor Robson late last year before also backing Mr. Biggs this spring.

Chuck Coughlin, a veteran Republican political strategist in Phoenix, said he thought Mr. Schweikert faced an uphill battle, and that Mr. Biggs stood to benefit the most from the crowded field.

"I think it breaks up the field into much smaller portions, and Andy's got the most passionately dedicated portion of that electorate," Mr. Coughlin said, adding that Mr. Schweikert's low profile could hurt him. "I think he's overestimating his familiarity with the Arizona Republican electorate writ large."

Regardless of who wins the G.O.P. primary, Democrats hoping to regain control of the House of Representatives next year got a big boost from Mr. Schweikert's decision to run for governor.

Mr. Schweikert's district is full of the well-off and educated voters who are increasingly shifting toward Democrats, and the seat is likely to be much easier for Democrats to flip without him on the ballot.

The veteran lawmaker has been able to win re-election sometimes by only razor-thin margins and in years when Republicans suffered losses elsewhere. In 2020, he even survived an ethics scandal in which a House panel concluded that he had violated 11 ethics rules.

"David Schweikert can see the writing on the wall: House Republicans are doomed," Lindsay Reilly, a spokeswoman for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, said in a statement.
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Eric Adams's Campaign Is Over. His Campaign Finance Problems Are Not.

City regulators are focusing on potential fund-raising irregularities that could result in the clawback of $10 million from Mr. Adams's 2021 mayoral campaign.

City investigators have subpoenaed people who had been lined up to testify in Mayor Eric Adams's federal corruption case. Olga Fedorova for The New York Times



By William K. Rashbaum and Dana Rubinstein



Sep 30, 2025 at 08:00 AM

When Mayor Eric Adams of New York City announced that he was abandoning his bid for a second term, he cited, among other reasons, a decision by city regulators to deny matching funds to his campaign.

But he made no mention of an ongoing inquiry by those regulators, the Campaign Finance Board, that is focused in part on whether to claw back $10 million in so-called matching funds from his successful mayoral campaign in 2021.

The inquiry is extraordinary not only for the amount of money potentially involved, but because the regulators are seeking to use evidence from the federal corruption case against Mr. Adams, which was abandoned by President Trump's Justice Department under highly unusual circumstances earlier this year.

In June, the board began issuing subpoenas for documents and testimony to at least half a dozen people involved in the mayor's federal case, according to seven people with knowledge of the matter. Some of the subpoenas were served on people who had cooperated with federal prosecutors and were expected to testify at the mayor's trial; others went to people cited in the indictment or involved in his fund-raising. The subpoenas to those involved in the case have not been previously reported.

The inquiry is also unusual because the Campaign Finance Board has never in recent history sought to claw back matching funds from a mayoral candidate -- let alone $10 million. Nor has it ever deployed subpoena power to gather evidence from a list of federal witnesses who had been set to testify at a mayor's bribery and fraud trial.

But neither has a sitting New York City mayor been indicted in modern history, nor has one seen the charges against him -- centered on his campaign fund-raising -- cast aside by a presidential administration.

Some of those who received subpoenas spoke with the investigators while others exercised their Fifth Amendment rights, several of the people said.

In February, the board notified the mayor's campaign that it was investigating potential "campaign-related fraud and activity that may constitute a breach of certification" for providing public matching funds.

The finance board's inquiry is part of an expansive audit it is conducting of the mayor's 2021 and 2025 campaigns. The audit has already resulted in the board's denial of millions of dollars in matching funds to the mayor's campaign this year.

The campaign has maintained that it has consistently followed the law, and its lawyers have filed two lawsuits against the board in connection with its inquiry.

In the more recent litigation, lawyers for the mayor's campaign have sought to overturn the denial of matching funds and disputed the board's arguments that the campaign has withheld documents.

A spokesman for Mr. Adams's campaign referred questions to the campaign's lawyer, who had no immediate comment.

Frank Carone, one of the mayor's closest advisers who was helping to oversee his campaign, scoffed at the board's investigation.

"It is and has been evident that the Campaign Finance Board has exceeded its authority, jumped to a conclusion in search of facts, then applied those specious facts, no matter how tenuous or irrelevant to justify itself," Mr. Carone said in a statement.

Tim Hunter, the spokesman for the Campaign Finance Board, declined to answer detailed questions about the unusual nature of the investigation.

"The Campaign Finance Board routinely cooperates with law enforcement agencies on investigations of potential criminal activity, whether by referring our findings to other agencies or offices, or responding to incoming inquiries from them," Mr. Hunter said in a statement. "The C.F.B. does not comment on the status or findings of ongoing audits."

Board lawyers have also sought access to documents and other evidence from the closed federal corruption case against the mayor, as reported by Politico New York. In March they joined a request by The New York Times to the federal judge who presided over the mayor's corruption case to unseal search warrant affidavits from the investigation that led to his indictment.

They also recently asked the judge who presided over the case to amend an order that limited disclosure of other evidence in the case. The judge granted the request last week.

The city's campaign finance program is designed to provide public funding to limit the impact of big money in politics and broaden the pool of those who can afford to run for office, from City Council seats to citywide races such as for comptroller and mayor. The publicly funded system, which provides an eight-to-one match for donations up to $250, has been credited with helping elect the most representative City Council in history.

But it has also been plagued by abuse, principally through the illegal use of straw donors, a practice by the mayor's campaign that has been repeatedly exposed by news outlets and investigations.

In August, the mayor's former chief Muslim community liaison pleaded guilty to conspiring to commit wire fraud for arranging illegal contributions to the mayor's first mayoral campaign, by way of straw donors.

Winnie Greco, the mayor's former director of Asian affairs at City Hall, has also been under federal investigation for potential solicitation of illegal contributions from foreign nationals. After leaving City Hall, she volunteered for the mayor's now-suspended re-election campaign, only to lose that position after offering a reporter a small potato chip bag stuffed with cash.

The Trump administration's decision to abandon the Adams case early this year led to the resignation of the interim U.S. attorney in Manhattan and several other prosecutors and prompted the judge to suggest there was a corrupt bargain between the mayor and the president's administration.

The finance board over the years has referred criminal cases to some of the city's five district attorneys, who have charged bundlers in several cases. including one who raised funds for the mayor's 2021 campaign. Some cases have led to convictions, but few have resulted in jail or prison sentences.

The clawback of funds, however, particularly such a large amount in such a high-profile case, would doubtless provide a strong deterrent.

It is unclear how Mr. Adams's campaign would repay such an enormous amount, should the board choose to demand that the funds be returned.

The legal defense fund he created to underwrite his expenses during the corruption case is $3 million in the red, according to filings with the city from earlier this year.
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Proposal for Casino Near Citi Field Takes Crucial Step Forward

The Queens bid is the fourth and final entrant to advance in the battle for up to three New York casino licenses, which will be awarded later this year.

Steven A. Cohen, the billionaire owner of the New York Mets, wants to build a $6.4 billion casino and resort on parking lots next to Citi Field in the Willets Point neighborhood of Queens. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times



By Matthew Haag



Sep 30, 2025 at 05:11 PM

After more than two years of battling and millions spent on lobbying, the fourth and final casino project advanced on Tuesday in the high-stakes competition to open a gambling house in the New York City area.

The casino, the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Metropolitan Park in Queens, won unanimous approval in a crucial vote from a local committee to remain in contention for one of three casino licenses that New York State can award by the end of the year.

It joins three other bids -- Resorts World in Queens, Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts in Yonkers and Bally's Bronx -- that advanced from an initial group of eight proposals. All four will be considered in December, first by the state's Gaming Facility Location Board and then by its Gaming Commission.

The Hard Rock project was put forward by Steven A. Cohen, the billionaire owner of the New York Mets. He wants to build a $6.4 billion casino and resort on parking lots next to the team's stadium, Citi Field, in the Willets Point neighborhood.

"While the Mets may not make the playoffs, we can consider this a home run for Citi Field and for Queens," said Donovan J. Richards Jr., the Queens borough president, who is also a member of the community advisory committee that voted on the plan.

All six members of the committee voted in favor despite some resistance from residents and from State Senator Jessica Ramos, a Democrat who represents the area and who announced her objections to the project more than a year ago. Her representative on the committee, George Dixon, voted "yes" on Tuesday without explaining his decision.

The Hard Rock site would span 50 acres next to Citi Field, with a 1,000-room hotel, 5,000 slot machines and hundreds of gambling tables. It would also include an additional 25 acres of parks and open spaces.

The bidders have portrayed the casino projects as economic boons for their neighborhoods and beyond, claiming they will produce thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in tax revenue over the coming decades. Some unions, particularly those in the construction and hospitality industries whose workers would be employed by the casinos, have campaigned in favor of them.

To win over skeptical residents, the developers have also offered numerous sweeteners and community investments. The group behind Metropolitan Park said it would spend an additional $1.8 billion on local infrastructure upgrades.

In the past, claims of an economic windfall by casino groups elsewhere in the state have fallen short of their projections. When New York awarded four licenses a decade ago to operators upstate, the taxes they contributed and the gambling revenue they generated during their first years were less than their initial promises, the state comptroller said.

Pat Barrett, a cartoonist who lives in Jackson Heights, Queens, spoke out against the Hard Rock project at a recent public hearing, saying that casinos prey on addicts.

"We don't actually need this profit-generating, money-sucking, culture-degrading type of engine," Mr. Barrett said in an interview on Tuesday after the vote.

Four other proposed casinos were rejected earlier this month by their local advisory committees, including three in Manhattan. The decisions by the committees take into account local support for the developments, and opposition was most intense for the Manhattan projects.

The rejected proposals were Caesars Palace Times Square, the Avenir on Manhattan's Far West Side, Freedom Plaza near the headquarters of the United Nations, and the Coney in Brooklyn. Several groups had proposed casinos but did not submit bids, including one atop Saks Fifth Avenue and another in Hudson Yards.

Two of the bids still in contention have been considered front-runners for licenses -- Resorts World and Empire City -- because they exist already as casino-like properties, with video lottery terminals but not table games.
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It Will Soon Cost More to Ride the Subway and Bus in New York

The fare increase to $3, up from $2.90, will take effect in January, after the city's transit system ends sales of the MetroCard. Other fares and tolls will also rise.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that manages the New York City region's buses, subway, commuter railroads and other transit, announced changes to fares and tolls across the system. Vincent Alban/The New York Times



By Stefanos Chen



Sep 30, 2025 at 06:20 PM

Transit leaders in New York City on Tuesday approved a 10-cent increase to subway and bus fares, allowing them to rise to $3 starting next year.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that runs the city's subway and buses, also finalized a plan, set to take effect on Jan. 4, that will make modest changes to commuter rail fares, tolls and other public transit in the New York region.

The outcome of the vote, held Tuesday morning at M.T.A. offices in Downtown Brooklyn, was widely expected after the board revealed a version of the plan months ago. Eleven board members voted in favor and two abstained; none voted against it.

The cost of weekly and monthly tickets on the Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North, which are priced based on the distance traveled, will increase by up to 4.5 percent; one-way fares will climb by up to 8 percent. Access-A-Ride, the paratransit service that costs the same as the subway, will also cost $3 starting next year.

Tolls on several bridges and tunnels will increase by about 7.5 percent. A trip for most vehicles through the Queens-Midtown Tunnel, for example, would climb to $7.46 from $6.94.

The changes were expected to raise $350 million a year in additional revenue for the transit authority. The agency relies on a roughly $20 billion annual operating budget that it uses to cover worker salaries and benefits, utility costs and borrowing expenses. More than a quarter of the budget comes from fares.

The M.T.A. has defended the price bump, its first since the summer of 2023, as a reasonable adjustment -- a less than 4 percent increase for the buses and subway -- at a time when inflation has surged.

Janno Lieber, the authority's chief executive, said the fare increase was far smaller than those that had gone into effect recently at other transit systems facing more serious shortfalls, and praised Gov. Kathy Hochul for securing funding to help shore up the agency's revenue.

But at the board meeting on Tuesday, where more than 40 people waited to comment -- many on the fare increases -- critics called the changes burdensome.

Christian Joseph, a member of the Fare Ain't Fair Coalition, an advocacy group that opposes fare increases, said higher costs could drive more people to jump the turnstile.

"The basis of fare evasion is poverty and the lack of affordability," he said.

Lower-income New Yorkers can qualify for a city program called Fair Fares, which charges riders half price for the subway, buses and paratransit. Transit advocates have pushed to raise the income limit to make the program accessible to more people.

The MetroCard, which has been in use for more than 30 years, is being replaced with the tap-and-go OMNY system that was introduced in 2019.  Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


The M.T.A. also made some concessions before its board members approved the plan.

A seven-day fare cap, which lets subway and bus passengers ride for free for the remainder of the period after 12 paid rides, was made permanent and will cost $35 instead of $36. One-way tickets on the Long Island Rail Road and Metro-North will not expire four hours after purchase -- a previously planned change that had angered riders who like to buy tickets in advance. Now, tickets will remain valid until 4 a.m. the next day. Fares will not increase on Metro-North's West-of-Hudson service, which is operated by NJ Transit. And accompanied minors up to 17 years old can now ride the two commuter railroads for $1. (The previous age limit was 11.)

The fare and toll increases have garnered support from a number of transit advocacy groups that have raised concerns about the risks of a possible recession and waning federal support.

The Citizens Budget Commission, a fiscal watchdog group, endorsed the fare increase as a way to protect the authority's budget at a time when some funding sources remain uncertain.

An influx of federal money tied to the Covid-19 pandemic during the Biden administration has been almost exhausted, and the M.T.A. is counting on about $500 million from each of three forthcoming New York casino licenses, said Andrew Rein, the president of the budget commission.

The fare increase will arrive while the authority's fiscal choices are under close scrutiny.

Last year, the authority lost roughly $1 billion in revenue to fare and toll evasion, most of it on the buses and subway, according to the Citizens Budget Commission.

The M.T.A. has invested in deterrence measures in the subway, including taller barriers at fare gates, mechanisms that make slipping through turnstiles harder, unarmed gate guards and a modification to emergency doors that delays egress. Teams of inspectors that enforce fare payment have also been deployed on many buses.

The strategies appear to be having an effect, Mr. Rein said, noting that revenue loss from fare evasion is expected to decline in 2025 for the first time in five years, even as ridership grows. But still, in the first quarter of this year, about 10 percent of subway riders and 44 percent of bus passengers skipped the fare.

The authority had originally planned to raise fares earlier this year, but transit officials decided to first complete the replacement of the MetroCard, which has been in use for more than 30 years, with the tap-and-go OMNY system that was introduced in 2019. (Sales of the MetroCard will end this year, but they will continue to be accepted.)

But the OMNY system, which allows users to pay with a wave of their phone or a contactless card, has raised the ire of some users, who have criticized the rollout for technical issues, including payment problems at fare gates, delayed charges and a lack of transparency.

Jessie Lazarus, a deputy chief at the M.T.A., said the agency had heard the feedback and was rolling out changes, including adding new transaction details for riders on the OMNY website.

Roughly 80 percent of riders are already using OMNY, Mr. Lieber said, and the authority recently finished installing vending machines for refillable OMNY cards at all 472 subway stations.
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Lally Weymouth, Globe-Trotting Reporter and Scion of Graham Family, Dies at 82

She secured hard-to-land interviews with foreign leaders but found few opportunities for a leadership role at her family's newspaper, The Washington Post.

Lally Weymouth in 1979. "I didn't want to go to The Post," she said of her family's newspaper. "I wanted to make it on my own." Dustin Pittman/WWD -- Penske Media, via Getty Images



By Trip Gabriel



Sep 30, 2025 at 12:44 AM

Lally Weymouth, a globe-trotting journalist and socialite who belonged to the Graham family that owned The Washington Post for 80 years, and who carved out her own niche largely away from the paper by securing hard-to-land interviews with foreign leaders, including Saddam Hussein, Yasir Arafat and Muammar el-Qaddafi, died on Monday at her home in Manhattan. She was 82.

Her daughter Katharine Weymouth said the cause was pancreatic cancer.

Ms. Weymouth was the granddaughter, daughter, sister and mother of publishers of The Post. But she was never given a leadership role at the paper, which by some accounts she desired, in part because women of her generation were not put on a track for such jobs.

Ms. Weymouth's maternal grandfather, the banker and financier Eugene Meyer, bought The Post out of bankruptcy in 1933. He named his son-in-law, Philip L. Graham, publisher in 1946. After Mr. Graham's death by suicide in 1963, leadership passed to his widow, Katharine Graham, who overcame her acknowledged insecurities and lack of preparation to preside steadfastly over the paper's Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage of the Watergate scandal, which led to the resignation of President Richard M. Nixon in 1974.

Although Ms. Weymouth was the oldest of four children -- and the only daughter -- Mrs. Graham anointed her oldest son, Donald, as her successor in the early 1970s. Said to be wary of family competition, Mrs. Graham wanted just one of her children involved in running the paper, Roswell L. Gilpatric, a Graham family lawyer, told the author Carol Felsenthal for an unauthorized biography of Mrs. Graham, "Power, Privilege and The Post" (1993).

Ms. Weymouth resented being left out, said Edward Kosner, a former editor of New York magazine, where she was a contributor. "I think her family situation drove her ambition," he added, in an interview.

Ms. Weymouth told Washingtonian magazine in 2011 that she had never aspired to run The Post. "Mom decided on one child -- Don," she said. "I didn't want to go to The Post. I wanted to make it on my own."

Ms. Weymouth in 1976 with her mother, Katharine Graham, when Mrs. Graham was the publisher of The Washington Post. Jill Krements; all rights reserved


In addition to New York magazine, she wrote for Esquire and other publications as a freelance writer in the 1970s. She contributed foreign reporting, especially about the Middle East, to The Los Angeles Times from 1983 to 1986. In 1986, Newsweek, which the Graham family also owned, asked her to specialize in interviewing foreign leaders for the magazine, where her title was diplomatic correspondent.

For Newsweek, Ms. Weymouth often published Q&A-style interviews with major world leaders. The prospect of their words being printed largely unencumbered by analysis and then read by America's political elite certainly helped her land the big gets, among them President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and dictators like Saddam Hussein of Iraq and Muammar Gaddafi of Libya. But Ms. Weymouth was known to be a dogged interlocutor.

For Newsweek in 2006, she grilled President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran about whether he stood by a comment he had made that Israel should be "wiped off the map." He kept dodging the question, finally blurting: "Are you asking me yes or no? Is this a test?"

In a 1998 Newsweek interview with President Slobodan Milosevic of the former Yugoslavia, Ms. Weymouth grilled him on his support for Serbian forces in Bosnia who were responsible for ethnic cleansing. "What ethnic cleansing?" he said defiantly, adding, "I have a clear conscience."

Ms. Weymouth's broad travel, knowledge of foreign affairs and outspokenness about her own politics (which zigged from the left to the right over the years) made dinner parties she hosted at her Upper East Side apartment heady affairs.

Guests might bump into Henry Kissinger or Barbara Walters. The New York literary lions Norman Mailer and Gore Vidal had a well-chronicled drinks-tossing fight at her home in 1977. When Ms. Weymouth tried to intervene, by some accounts, the magazine editor Clay Felker admonished, "Shut up, this fight is making your party."

Ms. Weymouth was the Graham family member to wear most naturally the mantle of power hostess that her mother had wielded as the ruler of social Washington.

She gave an annual July 4 celebration at her estate in Southampton, N.Y., where one might encounter the Hollywood mogul Barry Diller and Peter Jennings of ABC News roaming the lawn; and an annual lunch in Davos, Switzerland, during the World Economic Forum.

Ms. Weymouth was fashionable and chic, with a tall and lanky figure of the type that the designer Oscar de la Renta liked to drape, and that the author Tom Wolfe described as a "social X-ray" in "Bonfire of the Vanities."

Ms. Weymouth in 1987 with the entrepreneur Barry Diller at an event in Washington. She was known to be fashionable and chic. Guy DeLort/WWD -- Penske Media, via Getty Images


In 2011, at the annual White House Correspondents' Association dinner in Washington, Ms. Weymouth invited the reality-TV star Donald J. Trump and seated him beside her. Some chroniclers date Mr. Trump's decision to run for the White House and wreak vengeance on East Coast elites to President Barack Obama's roasting of him that night -- in the tradition of the event -- for his gaudy taste and fixation on conspiracies.

Elizabeth Morris Graham was born on July 3, 1943, in Baltimore, at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. After her father became The Post's publisher, her mother filled the role of caretaker and hostess. Senators, Supreme Court justices and President-elect John F. Kennedy were guests in the Grahams' Georgetown mansion. In 1963, Mr. Graham killed himself after being released from a psychiatric hospital, where he had been treated for manic depression.

Her father, Ms. Weymouth told People magazine, "was the person I cared for most in the world." She added, "He was always the person there in case you did something disastrous."

The day before his funeral, Mrs. Graham spoke to The Post's all-male board of directors, which terrified her, she wrote in a 1997 memoir, "Personal History." Lally, then 19, jumped into her car in her nightgown before the meeting with notes of what her mother should say. "It touches me still that this young girl, who was, if anything, more devastated than I, could scribble out this simple but correct sequence of thoughts," wrote Mrs. Graham, who assumed the role of Post president and publisher.

Elizabeth, nicknamed Lally, attended the private Madeira School in McLean, Va., and grew up not only amid wealth but also in a network of political connections, exemplified by her father's persuading Kennedy, as the Democratic presidential nominee in 1960, to choose the Senate majority leader, Lyndon B. Johnson, as his running mate.

When Lally's father took her to New York to buy dresses for her coming-out parties in 1961, the editor of Harper's Bazaar helped her shop. The next stop was to meet Jacqueline Kennedy, the first lady, at the Carlyle Hotel.

Ms. Weymouth graduated in 1965 from Radcliffe with a B.A. in American history and literature. In 1964, while a senior, she married Yann Weymouth, an architect, and she was briefly a reporter for The Boston Globe before becoming a mother.

Later describing their marriage as a "horribly rash" decision, she and Mr. Weymouth divorced in 1970. She then entered book publishing at the suggestion of family friend, the British publisher George Weidenfeld. Ms. Weymouth and the graphic designer Milton Glaser collaborated on "America in 1876: The Way We Were," a best-selling softcover volume timed to the American bicentennial.

Ms. Weymouth, second from left, in 1976 with, from left, the graphic designer Milton Glaser, with whom she collaborated; Clay Felker, the magazine editor; and her mother, Katharine Graham. Jill Krementz; all rights reserved


Ms. Weymouth, who was often described as mercurial in her personality, embraced progressive politics in the 1970s, when the acidic left-wing journalist Alexander Cockburn was her live-in companion. She shifted right in the 1980s, when she dated Eric Breindel, an editorial page editor and tormentor of liberals for The New York Post.

In 1986, the conservative Washington Times, founded by the Unification Church leader Sun Myung Moon, offered Ms. Weymouth a job. Her mother, then chair of The Washington Post Company, and her brother Don, the paper's publisher, made a counteroffer: Come to The Post as a roving correspondent and occasional columnist, which she accepted.

Ms. Weymouth's oldest daughter, Katharine Weymouth, became publisher of The Post in 2008. She held that position until 2014, one year after the Graham family sold the financially struggling paper to the billionaire Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Newsweek had been sold in 2010 for $1 to the audio equipment tycoon Sidney Harman.

Ms. Weymouth is survived by Katharine as well as another daughter, Pamela Weymouth; her brothers Donald and Stephen; and five grandchildren. Her brother William died in 2017.

Paradoxically, Ms. Weymouth was the last Graham family member with ties to The Post, where her title was senior associate editor. She sat down with Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan two weeks before she was assassinated in 2007 and interviewed President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine in January 2022, a month before Russia invaded.

Her last column, in May 2025, was an interview with the prime minister of Qatar.
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The Editorial Board


The Real Stakes of the Shutdown

 Illustration by Rebecca Chew/The New York Times



By The Editorial Board
The editorial board is a group of opinion journalists whose views are informed by expertise, research, debate and certain longstanding values. It is separate from the newsroom.


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:03 AM

As Republicans and Democrats trade blame for the government shutdown that began at 12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, and pundits opine about which side is winning, it is easy to lose sight of the real stakes. What the two parties are fighting about is whether Americans should have access to affordable health care.

President Trump is seeking to deprive millions of Americans of their health insurance, and Senate Democrats are refusing to acquiesce.

The president and his congressional allies want to end some federal tax credits that reduce the cost of health insurance purchased on Affordable Care Act marketplaces. Under current law, those credits will expire at the end of the year. Without them, average monthly premiums will more than double, to $159 from $74, according to KFF, a health research group. Some Americans have already received notices of the coming price increases.

Democrats have limited ability to extend the tax credits because Republicans control both houses of Congress and the White House. But the need to pass a bill that funds the government's operations for the fiscal year that began Wednesday offers a rare point of leverage: Republicans require the votes of at least seven senators in the Democratic caucus. This situation is not unusual. The majority party often lacks the votes to pass funding bills without help from the minority party, and the typical solution is a negotiation.

In addition to extending the tax credits, Democrats want to reverse cuts in Medicaid funding that Republicans passed earlier this year. And they want assurances that Mr. Trump will abide by the terms of any deal. The president has claimed he doesn't have to spend the money that Congress disburses -- asserting that he has the power to "impound" appropriations -- which would mean any legislative deal isn't worth the paper it's printed on.

When Democrats controlled the White House and Congress only a few years ago, they made policy compromises with Republicans to avoid shutdowns. Mr. Trump, characteristically, instead has demanded that Democrats bend the knee, as he mixed bombastic social media blasts and threats to fire thousands of federal workers if Democrats did not provide the votes for his plan to keep the government open.

In effect, Mr. Trump's position is that Democrats must either support his plans to slash important public services, or else he will slash important public services. He is confronting Congress, and the American people, with a pair of bad options -- and no alternatives.

In refusing to grant Mr. Trump's wishes, Democrats are making a painful choice. There is never a good time to shut down the government. It will cause immediate pain as federal agencies suspend important functions. Not everything broken during a shutdown can easily be fixed once the government returns to work.

But debate over the tactical wisdom of the Democrats' decision should not obscure the responsibility of Mr. Trump and the Republican Party. Mr. Trump is threatening to hurt Americans in two ways and forcing Democrats to choose which one to prevent. The American people deserve and ought to demand better options.

Shutdowns are a relatively recent phenomenon in American politics. Until 1980, if Congress missed the annual deadline for funding government activities, federal agencies continued to operate in the expectation of a resolution. But in that year, the attorney general, Benjamin Civiletti, concluded that in the absence of a funding bill, federal law dictates that many government functions be suspended. Since then, an increasingly polarized Congress has struggled to hit its deadlines. Fifteen times since 1981 the two parties have failed to resolve their differences in time to keep the government open.

The current episode, however, stands apart in some important respects.

First, Mr. Trump has made almost no effort to negotiate with his political opponents. Last week, he canceled a scheduled meeting with Democratic leaders, declaring that he did not believe it "could possibly be productive." On Monday, less than two days before the deadline, the leaders from the two parties finally met to discuss the situation for the first time. Vice President JD Vance emerged from the brief and unproductive meeting at the White House to declare, "I think we're headed to a shutdown because the Democrats won't do the right thing."

Rather than engaging Democrats on the merits of their position, Republicans have falsely and absurdly accused them of seeking to fund free health care for unauthorized immigrants.

A second difference is that presidents have typically sought to limit the impact of shutdowns on government workers and on the American people. During shutdowns in the 1980s, the Reagan administration classified many federal workers as essential employees so they could continue to do their jobs. During the most recent shutdown, in January 2019, Mr. Trump signed a bill guaranteeing back pay for federal workers.

This time, by contrast, Mr. Trump is threatening to use the shutdown as an opportunity to get rid of federal workers. Russell Vought, who runs the White House budget office, has publicized a plan to fire thousands of civil servants in the event of a shutdown, on the theory that the absence of a budget allows the White House to make spending decisions. Some experts question the legality of the plan, but that is unlikely to impede Mr. Vought.

Mr. Trump's threats are making it harder to resolve the legitimate disagreements about public policy that divide the two parties. Now that it is too late to avert a shutdown, it is incumbent on the president and Congress to reopen the government as soon as possible -- and commit to preventing Americans from having to pay too much for health insurance next year. The only way forward is to negotiate a compromise. It's time to start talking.

Source photograph by bernie_photo, via Getty Images.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Nicholas Kristof


One Girl's Journey After Her Grandma Said to Kill Her

Chantale Zuzi



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist, reporting from Rwamwanja, Uganda


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:00 PM

I worry that my reporting recently from Africa about President Trump's aid cuts may leave a misimpression that villagers and refugees are helpless flotsam, simply the fragile victims of crises instigated in Washington.

Not true! People in the poorest countries are often, of necessity, masters of strength, adaptability and resilience. They weep as any of us would as their children die because of reckless decisions in Washington, but we in the rich world could learn so much from their fortitude in fighting against impossible odds.

Which brings me to Chantale Zuzi.

Zuzi, who is inspiration personified, was born with albinism about 23 years ago (she's not sure of her exact birth date) in a hut in a village in the Democratic Republic of Congo. It was an inauspicious beginning: Her maternal grandmother wanted to kill her, thinking that her pale skin was a curse. Fortunately, her parents protected her.

Zuzi with children at Rwamwanja Refugee Settlement in Uganda. Stuart Tibaweswa for The New York Times


The fifth of 10 children, Zuzi was an excellent student, but school in the village was terrifying. The teacher beat students who gave wrong answers, few girls attended, and in any case children had no textbooks. Other students refused to touch Zuzi because of her skin color, fearing that albinism was contagious.

Then in June 2014, catastrophe: A rival ethnic group attacked her village, burned her home and murdered her parents.

Her oldest brother led the other nine children to safety in Uganda, where they arrived with nothing but the clothes they were wearing. At 13, Zuzi was now an orphan and an elementary school dropout, living in a refugee settlement and spending her days looking after her younger siblings.

But life was dangerous for people with albinism, for in parts of Africa they are sometimes killed so that their body parts can be used for witchcraft. So at 16, feeling unsafe, Zuzi fled by herself to Nairobi, Kenya.

Zuzi visiting the room where she first stayed at Rwamwanja.  Stuart Tibaweswa for The New York Times


"I didn't understand that there is a border, and you have to have a visa," Zuzi recalled. Lacking even a passport, she boldly walked across the border and no one stopped her.

In Nairobi, she sought out the U.N. refugee agency, which gave her housing with other orphans. Recognizing the danger faced by those with albinism, it listed her as a candidate for resettlement in the United States.

"Being born with albinism was bad luck, but now it was an opportunity for me to leave the country," she said. So in 2018, at around 17 years old, Zuzi flew to Massachusetts. A lesbian couple was waiting for her at the airport -- puzzling Zuzi, who was barely aware of homosexuality.

"I was like, wow, these two sisters love each other so much they even sleep in one bedroom," she recalled. "But then they were like, 'Well, actually, we're married.'"

Zuzi reasoned that since she had been victimized by discrimination because of what she looked like, she wouldn't discriminate against others because of who they loved.

She had been out of any regular school for about five years, but now she joined the ninth grade in Worcester, Mass. Zuzi threw herself into her classes and rapidly learned English. She graduated in three years with an A average after taking college-level classes, and then attended Wellesley College.

While at Wellesley, Zuzi became a refugee activist mentored by Hillary Clinton and Angelina Jolie, working with the United Nations, speaking at conferences and giving a TED Talk. Because her life had been transformed by education, she founded a nonprofit, Refugee Can Be, to educate and lift up girls in the Rwamwanja refugee settlement in Uganda where she had once lived. She also became a U.S. citizen and helped eight of her nine siblings move to the United States as well.

After graduating from Wellesley this year, Zuzi is now working full time to try to expand her nonprofit. Recently I spent a day with her in Uganda, where she was greeted as a returning hero.

Claude Ruzindana holding clothes belonging to his late wife at his home in Rwamwanja. Stuart Tibaweswa for The New York Times


One refugee, Claude Ruzindana, wept as he told me how he lost his wife this summer to a disease -- he wasn't sure just what it was -- after the hospital told him it had run out of medicine because of U.S. aid cuts. He is now focused on his daughter Esther, a sixth grader, who is close to becoming the first girl in the family to finish primary school.

"Because you gave support, I've been able to keep her in school," he told Zuzi. He added proudly, "She loves school!"

I don't know how effective Zuzi's nonprofit will be, for it's relatively new and untested. But I share Zuzi's story for three reasons.

First, the world is now awash with refugees, mostly unwanted and often despised. Zuzi is a reminder of how they often embody talent, strength, ambition, entrepreneurship and resilience that enrich societies. I admired that pragmatism when I saw in Uganda a line of village women who had walked miles to bring their babies to a clinic for vaccinations -- at the same time that Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was casting doubt on vaccines in America. These women in Uganda had witnessed children dying for lack of vaccinations, so they were determined to do everything they could to keep their children alive.

Ruzindana shows a photo of his late wife. Stuart Tibaweswa for The New York Times


Second, while the Trump administration has slashed humanitarian aid and displays a pugnacious indifference to the children dying as a result ("No one has died because the United States has cut aid," Marco Rubio declared), Zuzi offers an alternative moral vision. Washington can be the apotheosis of fecklessness, but many ordinary people around the world -- aid workers, nuns, volunteers, bleeding hearts of all faiths and political leanings -- lack power or means but persevere to uphold their values. And so it is that a new American from Congo whose grandmother wanted to kill her at birth and who was an elementary school dropout may be a better role model than our secretary of state.

Third, the greatest untapped resource in the developing world is not oil, gold or rare earth minerals; it is village girls who often are held back from school, married as children and expected to spend their lives fetching water and caring for others. The cruel paradox is that it is only because of a horrific massacre in a remote Congolese village that an orphan named Chantale Zuzi found a path to cultivate herself.

Talent is universal, even if opportunity is not. Sprinkle some education on village girls, and the world can be transformed.
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Guest Essay


What Happened to Human Rights for Palestinians?

 Ben Hickey



By Agnes Callamard and Federico Borello
Ms. Callamard is the secretary general of Amnesty International. Mr. Borello is the acting executive director of Human Rights Watch.


Oct 01, 2025 at 06:00 AM

When the world emerged from the horrors of World War II and vowed "never again," nations laid the foundation for the system of international justice that now exists to address the planet's worst crimes. Today, the United States is actively trying to dismantle it.

The Trump administration on Sept. 4 imposed sanctions on three leading Palestinian human rights organizations: Al Haq, founded in 1979 and a pioneer in documenting violations in occupied Gaza and the West Bank; Al Mezan Center for Human Rights, which for more than two decades has meticulously chronicled laws of war violations in Gaza; and the Palestinian Center for Human Rights, which has long provided legal aid to victims, particularly from Gaza.

In June, the Trump administration imposed sanctions on another leading Palestinian rights group, Addameer, under a different set of measures.

This is part of a broader Trump administration effort aimed at those who support justice for Palestinians. The stated reason for the September sanctions was that the three groups had helped the International Criminal Court in its investigation of Israel "without Israel's consent." But the U.S. government has also gone after officials of the court, which has taken on an investigation that covers allegations of grave crimes by Israeli forces in Gaza; it has issued arrest warrants for Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel and former defense minister Yoav Gallant, accusing them of crimes against humanity and war crimes. The administration has placed sanctions on the I.C.C. prosecutor, deputy prosecutors and six of the court's judges, as well as Francesca Albanese, the U.N. special rapporteur on human rights in Gaza and the West Bank.

Beyond what has been done to the Palestinians, the Trump administration has undermined the rule of law, protection of human rights and international justice, which all lie at the heart of a rules-based global order. The administration has slashed funding to the United Nations and threatened more cuts while disengaging from the U.N. Human Rights Council. It abruptly terminated nearly all U.S. foreign aid, which had supported human rights defenders and provided lifesaving humanitarian assistance around the world. Cuts to grants by the State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor and offices on refugees, women and global justice further downgraded America's commitment to human rights.

Al Haq, Al Mezan and the Palestinian Center are award-winning organizations that in extraordinarily difficult circumstances have exposed violations of human rights and environmental law by Israeli and Palestinian authorities, armed groups and businesses. They are the voice of Palestinian victims, amplifying stories of injustice that would otherwise remain unheard.

The groups have continued their courageous work in Gaza over nearly two years. Al Mezan and the Palestinian Center are based in Gaza, and Al Haq, based in Ramallah in the West Bank, has staff there as well. They have faced bombardment that has resulted in the killings or wounding of staff members and hundreds of their relatives as well as starvation and forced displacement. On Sept. 7, Israeli bombings flattened the high-rise building that housed the Palestinian Center's headquarters. The offices of Al Mezan across Gaza were damaged and destroyed in 2024.

The U.S. sanctions will not only disrupt the critical work that they are still able to do but also send a chilling signal to human rights defenders whose work implicates powerful actors or their allies. The Palestinian groups have been vocal in their support of the I.C.C.'s investigation into Israeli conduct and have made submissions to the court's prosecutor.

Our organizations, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, have worked closely with these groups for decades and, consistent with our longstanding and independent mandates to speak out in protecting human rights, we can attest that their work is indispensable to the human rights community not only in the region but internationally.

This work is part of a broad global movement advancing justice for victims and survivors of the human rights abuses. A credible system of international justice that addresses genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity is an essential element of building respect for human rights.

The International Criminal Court is a central pillar of this system. Created through a treaty in 1998, the court is a forum of last resort. Governments intended to deliver on the post-World War II promise of "never again" by establishing such a permanent institution. The system is not perfect, but its capacity to seek to hold accountable even those in the highest positions of power can help end cycles of abuses. This power of the law is now at risk.

Further sanctions or other actions by the United States, including extending sanctions to the court as a whole, would jeopardize the rights of victims across the globe. Governments should rise to the occasion to protect the system they created.

When Israel designated leading Palestinian human rights groups including Addameer and Al Haq as "terrorist organizations" in 2021, nine European Union member states rejected the allegations as unsubstantiated. That pushback was likely a major reason Israel did not go further.

So far, other governments have carefully balanced their reactions to the U.S. sanctions for fear of provoking the Trump administration. This is a flawed strategy and out of step with the urgency the situation demands.

Governments need to condemn efforts to undermine the I.C.C.'s independence and to silence those who are documenting abuses. They should use regional and national laws, like the European Union Blocking Statute, which can be employed to nullify external laws in the union, to mitigate the impact of U.S. sanctions on those working with the court. Those who helped establish the international court and claim to uphold the values underpinning it must step up to defend them.

Agnes Callamard is the secretary general of Amnesty International. Federico Borello is the acting executive director of Human Rights Watch.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/01/opinion/human-rights-palestinians-international-criminal-court.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Michelle Goldberg


An Antifascist Movie at a Fascist Moment

 Photo illustration by The New York Times



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


Sep 30, 2025 at 12:22 AM

Paul Thomas Anderson's magnificent new movie "One Battle After Another" arrived in theaters last week, but it was made in the America that existed before Donald Trump's return. Watching it, I kept wondering if such a forthrightly antifascist film could be produced in Hollywood today.

A political thriller shot through with absurdist humor, the movie has several scenes that might have seemed imaginatively dystopian when they were shot but now look like news outtakes. Its villain, a military officer named Steven Lockjaw, is an anti-immigrant fanatic who at one point lays siege to a sanctuary city under the dishonest pretext of fighting cartels. The movie posits a white nationalist cabal at the highest levels of the American establishment -- called, amusingly, the Christmas Adventurers -- whose rhetoric isn't all that different from Trump's. "Our aim and your aim is the same," one member says to Lockjaw, who aspires to join them. "To find dangerous lunatics, haters and punk trash and stop them. No more lunatics."

"One Battle After Another" has been rapturously reviewed, and the critics are right -- it's the best new movie I've seen in years. The film's artistic success shouldn't be reduced to its politics. But at a moment when an autocratic administration is trying to force cultural institutions into submission, it's invigorating to see a Hollywood movie so fearless in its progressive convictions. "One Battle After Another" has complicated things to say about left-wing political violence and self-serving radicalism, but it takes a clear side in the broader fight between authoritarianism and resistance.

Anderson's movie was loosely inspired by Thomas Pynchon's "Vineland," a book featuring former '60s hippies and militants adrift in Ronald Reagan's America. He sets the story in the present, which is a risky decision. We're supposed to accept that there was a Weatherman-style left-wing revolutionary cell called the French 75 operating roughly around 2008 or 2009. This contemporary timeline creates some jarring anachronisms; the French 75's radical chic aesthetics and millenarian fantasies just don't fit into the early Obama years. But as the movie goes on, taking up the question of what's worth fighting for in a moment of defeat and disillusionment, it stops feeling dissonant.

Like "Vineland," "One Battle After Another" has a kind of love triangle at its heart. The French 75 is led by a glamorous Black militant called Perfidia, played by Teyana Taylor, whose name is an unsubtle clue to her character. Leonardo DiCaprio plays the group's explosives expert and Perfidia's lover. As the movie opens, they are liberating an immigrant detention camp run by Lockjaw. Perfidia gets the jump on the officer, leaving him tied up, sexually humiliated and dangerously obsessed.

After this prologue, the movie jumps ahead 16 years, where DiCaprio's character is living off the grid in Northern California with his and Perfidia's daughter, under the assumed names Bob and Willa Ferguson. Believing Willa might be his -- which, if true, could thwart his ambitions -- Lockjaw comes after her. From there, the movie is a chase, as Bob tries to save his daughter, helped along by what remains of a radical underground.

With its mostly sympathetic portrayal of former revolutionaries, "One Battle After Another" was bound to enrage conservatives, especially after the killing of Charlie Kirk and the sniper attack on a Dallas ICE office. "Anderson intentionally provokes the bloodlust of his woke confreres," wrote an apoplectic Armond White in National Review, calling the film "the year's most irresponsible movie."

This is an oversimplification of Anderson's attitude toward violence. Like almost every action movie, "One Battle After Another" fetishizes weapons and explosions; an image of Perfidia firing a machine gun, her swollen pregnant belly exposed over her fatigues, seems destined to become iconic. But Perfidia is no heroine. The film makes it clear that she gets off on mayhem. She betrays her comrades and then abandons her family, wrapping her selfishness in liberal cliches. "I put myself first, and I reject your lack of originality," she tells Bob on her way out the door.

The French 75 is a failure that haunts the lives of everyone who survived it. When we meet Bob again after 16 years, he's a stoned paranoiac and a bit of a clown. In a more hackneyed film, he'd deploy his talent for explosives to rescue Willa. But "One Battle After Another" is far from a left-wing gloss on Liam Neeson's "Taken." Bob is heroic in his love for his daughter, but that doesn't make him competent. In one of the movie's funniest bits, he seeks help from a radical underground telephone hotline, but with his brain cooked by drugs, he can't remember the answer to a cryptic security question. ("Maybe you should have studied the rebellion texts a little harder," says his priggish interlocutor.)

Yet if "One Battle After Another" doesn't celebrate revolutionary violence, it also doesn't condemn the broad goals the French 75 fought for. Indeed, it celebrates those who quietly keep radical hopes alive. Its most winning character is Benicio Del Toro's Sergio St. Carlos, a karate sensei who runs an underground railroad for undocumented immigrants and who moves through the film's chaos with Buddha-like serenity.

There is something subversive, in the best possible way, in the film's vision of good and evil. The same week it came out, the Trump administration released a national security memorandum denouncing movements that "portray foundational American principles (e.g., support for law enforcement and border control) as 'fascist' to justify and encourage acts of violent revolution." Watching "One Battle After Another" feels liberating in part because it's heedless of all the new taboos Trump and his henchmen are trying to force on us. The movie could scarcely be more relevant in Trump's America, but it carries with it the assumptions of a better country.

Source photograph via Warner Bros.
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letters


Trump and Hegseth: The Quantico Campaign

Oct 01, 2025 at 06:11 PM


 Doug Mills/The New York Times

Top military commanders gathered in Quantico, Va., on Tuesday to hear from President Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.  Doug Mills/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Top Military Leaders Told U.S. Cities Could Be 'Training Grounds'" (front page, Oct. 1):

I was alarmed to read President Trump's remarks to military leaders at Quantico, Va., describing Americans as "the enemy within." As a veteran, and the spouse of a veteran, I know that the U.S. military's oath is to the Constitution, not to any single leader.

Turning the language of war inward is not unity; it's division at its most dangerous. Weakening rules of engagement or reshaping loyalty toward one man risks putting service members in impossible legal and moral positions, in direct conflict with the Geneva Conventions. It also threatens to erode one of the last institutions that still commands broad trust: our military.

Unity is not sameness. It is respect and belonging, even for those with whom we disagree. Treating political opponents as "enemies" is how democracies crumble.

We cannot afford apathy in the face of this rhetoric. Citizens must speak out and leaders must make clear: The U.S. military serves the Constitution, and every American still belongs under its protection.

Charlotte Neumann
Sanford, N.C.

To the Editor:

When are the active-duty brass going to stand up and say: "Sir, we're not going to do that. It would be unethical, illegal and just plain dangerous"? That's what they're sworn to do.

Apparently, the Trump administration has figured -- correctly, it seems -- that even among the top defenders of the world's most powerful democracy, when a threat to self-preservation walks through the door, principle flies out the window.

How can the rest of us -- legislators, judges, public officials, civil servants and ordinary citizens -- be expected to stand firm in principle when military leaders will not? We can because we must.

Todd S. Garth
Palm Springs, Calif.
The writer is a professor emeritus of languages and cultures at the U.S. Naval Academy.

To the Editor:

After watching President Trump's meandering, frightening speech to the brave men and women who lead our military, I can only hope that the primary message they took away from this ridiculous exercise was how dangerous he and his henchmen, led by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, are to this country.

These officers will be our only protection against President Trump's obvious goal of building a personally loyal military that will shield him in the event he refuses to leave the White House after the 2028 election.

Let us all hope that there are leaders in that audience who have made up their minds not to follow any of his illegal orders to overturn the 2028 election. They need to organize and plan for the worst, as they are our last defense against a vindictive tyrant who has no regard for the rule of law.

Dan Greenburg
Merrick, N.Y.

To the Editor:

Re "Novice Defense Secretary Lectures Brass on Winning" (news analysis, Oct. 1):

I fail to understand what "the highest male standard" has to do with current warfare, in which skills at detecting cyberthreats and manipulating drones into enemy territory rely on different types of mental fitness from the brute physical strength Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth prizes above all.

How insulting to our dedicated and outstanding female military members. And brawn alone will not protect us from current and future enemies.

Merri Rosenberg
Ardsley, N.Y.

To the Editor:

This article assumes that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's primary audience was the group of senior military officials sitting in the chairs. In accordance with that assumption, the writer points to the speech's rhetorical deficiencies. But we might get more insight and benefit from thinking like students or scholars of communication when analyzing speeches like this.

Consider that Mr. Hegseth's speech was livestreamed. Might his primary audience have been not the military leaders in front of him, but the portion of the electorate primed to respond favorably to his hypermasculine, anti-woke appeals?

If we misunderstand what was likely the intended function of the speech, we are likely to fail to assess it accurately and critically.

Garth Pauley
Grand Rapids, Mich.
The writer is a professor of communication at Calvin University.

Justices' Cynical Order

The Trump administration asked the Supreme Court to lift an order from a federal judge that requires the administration to spend funds Congress already budgeted for foreign aid. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Supreme Court Lets Trump Cut Billions in Aid" (front page, Sept. 27):

The conservative majority believes that cutting off $4 billion in humanitarian foreign aid poses "potential harm" to aid recipients. Potential? The justices know full well that countless lives will be lost. The sheer cynicism of their order is sickening.

Dore Abrams
New York
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Tech Companies Show Off for Trump's 'Golden Dome'

Tech companies are displaying A.I., lasers and more as they compete for a piece of President Trump's ambitious plan for a missile defense shield.

Will Bruey, the chief executive of Varda Space Industries, at the company's headquarters in El Segundo, Calif. 



By Sheera Frenkel
Reporting from El Segundo, Calif.


Sep 08, 2025 at 04:49 PM

In May, more than 100 employees of Varda Space Industries gathered at the aerospace start-up's Southern California headquarters to watch a real-time feed of a capsule hurtling toward Earth at more than 18,000 miles per hour.

Every few minutes, a voice crackled through the speakers with coordinates from Varda's partners in Australia, where the capsule was projected to fall. The updates were met with cheers, as Varda's calculations of the journey proved right. The capsule landed "on target," or where the company had predicted.

The exercise was intended to show that Varda and its partners could successfully track a hypersonic missile, rocket or drone and calculate its trajectory from space within minutes, so that the object could theoretically be intercepted. The technologies to pinpoint such fast-moving objects are highly coveted, and no military currently has them, defense officials said.

Video: 

A time-lapse video shows a Varda capsule re-entering Earth's atmosphere from orbit during a test in May.

"The benchmark for success is daunting," said Will Bruey, the chief executive of Varda, which worked on the test with the artificial intelligence weapons company Anduril and the aerospace company LeoLabs. "Pulling this off requires not just technical precision to move the vehicle in orbit, but also tracking it and reporting it."

Many tech companies and defense tech start-ups have recently conducted similar drills to show off their technological prowess as they aim for the same goal: getting a piece of President Trump's "Golden Dome" project, a hypothetical defense system that can intercept rockets and missiles.

Mr. Trump promised during his campaign last year to build a U.S. system similar to Israel's Iron Dome, which protects the country against missile attacks. In January, Mr. Trump signed an executive order to create the defense shield. He has said Golden Dome will cost $175 billion, with tens of billions more likely to be spent, making it one of the most ambitious military projects of his administration.

"We will have the best system ever built," he said in an Oval Office address discussing the defense shield in May.

Defense experts have said Mr. Trump's plan could cost more than $1 trillion, adding that it is unclear if even the most advanced technology could create an impenetrable barrier around the United States.

But tech companies are not waiting. Many have flocked to defense conferences and conducted exercises to display everything from sonars that monitor incoming threats to lasers that shoot missiles from space. Companies chosen for Golden Dome are likely to become the new cornerstones of U.S. defense, military officials involved in the project said.

Varda engineers working on a space capsule. "The benchmark for success is daunting," Mr. Bruey said. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


Larger tech firms including Palantir, which builds advanced data processing systems, and Anduril, which makes A.I.-backed weapons systems, have already been in discussions to get involved, two military officials briefed on the conversations said. Smaller defense tech companies such as Epirus, Ursa Major and Armada have also been in discussions with the government, they said.

"There are more than 100 companies out there with a sensor, satellite or other devices they want to sell to Golden Dome," said Mark Montgomery, a retired rear admiral and the senior director of the Center for Cyber and Technology Innovation at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a Washington think tank. "This is the Wild West, and this is a massive opportunity for whoever is selected."

The White House and Department of Defense declined to comment on Golden Dome. Anduril also declined to comment, and Palantir did not respond to a request for comment.

The idea of a Golden Dome is not new. In the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan tried building a missile defense system known as "Star Wars." The project failed.

"Ronald Reagan wanted it many years ago, but they didn't have the technology," Mr. Trump said in May. "But it's something we're going to have. We're going to have it at the highest level."

"We will have the best system ever built," President Trump said in May. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


In that May meeting, Mr. Trump gave the project the name Golden Dome and announced that Gen. Michael Guetlein, the vice chief at the Space Force, would lead its development. Mr. Trump has set an ambitious timeline, saying he wants to "have it done in three years."

Golden Dome is set to be far more expansive than Israel's Iron Dome. While Iron Dome covers an area roughly the size of New Jersey, Golden Dome is aimed at handling a broader range of threats -- including ballistic missiles that fly into space before speeding back toward Earth -- for the entire continental United States.

Golden Dome is also likely to have multiple layers, including one to defend on land and another for space, defense officials and military experts who have consulted on the shield said. Some details of the program were previously reported by Reuters.

Longtime defense contractors, including Lockheed Martin, Boeing and RTX (formerly known as Raytheon), are expected to be involved in the land-based system and other parts of the project, two defense officials said. Defense tech start-ups will come into play for space-based interceptions, which are highly experimental, they said.

"The space-based interceptor is by far the most technically complex element," said Charles Beames, a retired colonel and former director of space systems at the Pentagon who is chairman of York Space Systems, a defense tech company. Golden Dome needs the "strengths of traditional space and defense companies with the innovation of today's leading defense technology firms," he said.

Inside Varda's Southern California site in May, when the company conducted a test to show it could track a hypersonic missile, rocket or drone. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


A technician working on a Varda space capsule. Philip Cheung for The New York Times

Electronics for capsule computers that simulate what is known as "microgravity" at Varda. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


Intercepting a missile from space requires systems that can reliably track an object moving at hypersonic speeds and predict its trajectory, as well as decide when and how to intercept that object and which objects to intercept, two defense officials said.

Palantir has discussed building an A.I.-backed platform to analyze threats and control the different systems needed to follow a missile's trajectory, while Anduril has discussed using experimental interceptors such as lasers to take down missiles, they said. SpaceX, Elon Musk's rocket company, is likely to help build infrastructure and get satellites into orbit, they added.

SpaceX did not respond to a request for comment.

Start-ups including Varda have also jumped in. The company was founded in January 2021 to design and fly spacecraft for making pharmaceuticals in space. The company launches into orbit reusable capsules, which take advantage of microgravity to create specialized molecules that are hard to produce on Earth. Varda has raised more than $329 million from venture capital firms including Founders Fund and Khosla Ventures.

After Mr. Trump signed his executive order for a missile shield in January, Mr. Bruey saw an opportunity, he said, to use Varda's technology to "support national security needs."

He met with executives at Anduril and LeoLabs, with whom he is friendly, and broached the idea of working together. Their combined technologies could track an object moving at hypersonic speeds to Earth, the way a missile would potentially move, he said.

An Anduril employee in 2021 showing the company's A.I.-based detection and tracking software that was used by the military. Anduril has been in discussions with the government over Golden Dome. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


The companies came together in May for the test. Varda provided the capsule, which was launched into orbit through a partnership with SpaceX. Varda's engineers coordinated with LeoLabs and Anduril to track the capsule's re-entry, predicting the path it would take and using LeoLab's technology to document the journey in real time.

A LeoLabs space radar, which was designed to detect and track small space objects in low Earth orbit. Mayela Lopez/Reuters


"We wanted to lean in and demonstrate how existing technology could be applied to new missions," said Tony Frazier, the chief executive of LeoLabs.

At Varda's headquarters during the test, employees watched screens in a NASA-like control room that tracked the capsule. The capsule, which had already been in orbit for a few weeks, began its descent to Earth at 6:37 p.m. Just after 6:55 p.m., applause broke out as the capsule's parachute deployed.

Twelve minutes later, the capsule was confirmed to have landed in a remote part of Australia. The demonstration was declared a success.

"No one is going to forget this day ever," Mr. Bruey said. "We've already started planning the next demonstration of what we can do."
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Shutdown Puts a Divided Fed in a Perilous Position

Some policymakers at the central bank are in a rush to lower interest rates after the Federal Reserve's first cut this year, while others are urging caution.

Before the threat of a shutdown, Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, signaled his support for continuing to reduce interest rates gradually. Caroline Gutman for The New York Times



By Colby Smith
Colby Smith covers the Federal Reserve.


Oct 01, 2025 at 10:04 AM

The Federal Reserve was already facing a tough decision about how quickly to lower interest rates after restarting cuts last month. But that judgment call is set to get much harder if the government shutdown deprives the central bank of essential data points that help it gauge the state of the economy.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics has said it would not publish Friday's hotly anticipated jobs report. Other key data releases, including the next Consumer Price Index report, are also in peril if Congress and President Trump do not reach a deal soon.

That would leave the Fed with a murky view of the economy when the central bank's officials are already at odds about its approach to interest rate cuts before their next vote at the end of the month.

"It pains me that we wouldn't be getting official statistics at exactly a moment when we're trying to figure out is the economy in transition," said Austan Goolsbee, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and a voting member on this year policy-setting committee.

What policymakers would like to know is just how much they are restraining the economy with their policy settings. That assessment gets harder if they have only alternative sources of economic data to parse.

If interest rates are holding back growth only a little bit, the Fed may not have much room to reduce borrowing costs before reaching what officials refer to as a "neutral" level. That is one in which the Fed's policy settings are neither hastening economic activity nor hindering it. Getting there too quickly, or overshooting that destination, would risk worsening inflationary pressures that have originated from Mr. Trump's tariffs. But if interest rates are restraining growth significantly, policymakers might need to provide a lot of relief quickly or risk jeopardizing the labor market.

"You've got this huge disagreement about where neutral is," said Stephen Stanley, chief U.S. economist at Santander. "You can understand why some people are in a rush and other people are not in any rush at all."

A long government shutdown would give policymakers one more reason to be worried about the outlook, Mr. Stanley said. Economists estimate that each week that federal operations are closed could shave about one-tenth of a percentage point from the nation's economic output that quarter.

But the government shutdown is not the only risk that Fed officials have to manage. A slowdown in monthly jobs growth has already amplified concerns about the labor market, although there is a range of views on just how vulnerable it is given that the unemployment rate has stayed relatively stable at 4.3 percent.

At the same time, inflation has moved away from the Fed's 2 percent target as prices for items most exposed to tariffs have ticked higher. Many officials foresee those pressures fading over time. But each round of tariffs, including those the president recently announced on furniture, kitchen cabinets and timber, could prolong the process.

Before the shutdown, Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, signaled his support for continuing to gradually reduce interest rates, which after September's cut are between 4 percent and 4.25 percent. The initial move was part of a "risk management" strategy to prevent the labor market from cracking further, he said. Mr. Powell later stressed that this was insurance the Fed could afford to provide given his expectation that inflation tied to tariffs would be only temporary.

A government shutdown would imperil crucial data releases, leaving the Fed with a murkier view of the economy. Al Drago for The New York Times


Like Mr. Powell, many officials continue to describe interest rates as "modestly restrictive." But not all policymakers see it that way.

Stephen Miran, the newest member of the Fed's Board of Governors, who is on temporary leave from the White House, instead considers interest rates "very restrictive." He recently warned that failing to cut them quickly by two percentage points would risk "unnecessary layoffs and higher unemployment."

Mr. Miran's view rests on an assumption that the neutral rate is far lower than Fed officials typically believe. Most officials see it around 3 percent, or 1 percent when adjusted for inflation. But Mr. Miran says that because of Mr. Trump's tariffs, immigration restrictions and deregulatory efforts, the inflation-adjusted "real" rate is closer to zero.

For Vincent Reinhart, a former Fed economist now at BNY Investments, Mr. Miran's argument is undermined because the economy, while growing more slowly, does not seem on the verge of cracking. Companies are not laying off workers in droves, and Americans are still spending.

"Based on where consumption is, the neutral rate can't be that low," he said.

If Mr. Miran is right, added Steven Blitz, chief U.S. economist at GlobalData TS Lombard, that suggests the administration is harming the economy rather than bolstering it.

"His message is that the administration has put in place a set of policies that is going to slow growth unless the Fed cuts," he said.

So far, none of Mr. Miran's new colleagues appear swayed. Instead, a group of Fed policymakers have underscored the need to proceed cautiously with interest rate cuts.

On Tuesday, Lorie Logan, president of the Dallas Fed, warned in a speech that there "may be relatively little room to make additional rate cuts without inadvertently moving to an inappropriately accommodative stance."

Susan Collins, president of the Boston Fed and a voter this year, said record-high stock markets and easy credit conditions were "giving a bit of a tailwind in terms of economic growth" as she warned against lowering borrowing rates too quickly.

Already, Jeffrey Schmid, president of the Kansas City Fed, and Beth Hammack of the Cleveland Fed think interest rates are very close to neutral. They have argued that keeping some restraint on the economy is important to contain any inflationary pressures stemming from tariffs.

Alberto Musalem, president of the St. Louis Fed and another voter, added this week, "I do believe we need to tread cautiously because the room between now and the point where policy could become overly accommodative is limited."

Clear signs that the labor market is weakening would help solidify the case for further interest rate cuts. But accumulating that evidence will be harder the longer the shutdown lasts.

"It's not where you want to be when you are just restarting an easing campaign," said James Knightley, the chief international economist at ING. "You want to have the justifications there to back up your decision."
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Spam and Scams Proliferate in Facebook's Political Ads

A new analysis of political advertisers found that the platform profits from ads that include deepfakes and other content prohibited by its own policies.

Video: 



By Steven Lee Myers
Reporting from San Francisco


Oct 01, 2025 at 03:43 PM

An ad that appeared in thousands of Facebook feeds this summer featured an altered video of the White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, at a regular press briefing. In it, she appeared to say Americans could claim a $5,000 relief check on an official government site. An arrow that then appeared instead led to an advertiser called Get Covered Today.

Similar ads showed fabricated videos of Senators Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts promising similar rebates that did not exist. "This is not a gimmick," the impersonation of Ms. Warren says.

In fact, it was.

Even so, the company behind the ads and others like it were among the top political advertisers on Facebook, according to an analysis by the Tech Transparency Project, a nonprofit focused on holding large technology companies accountable.

Video: 

A scam Facebook ad featured the White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, saying Americans could claim a $5,000 relief check on an official government site.

The ads are a lucrative part of Facebook's advertising revenue that, the project's researchers and others say, has led the company to turn a blind eye to a flood of low-quality or deceptive content, spam and in some cases outright fraud on the platform.

"Meta is very aware of these types of scams," said Katie A. Paul, director of the Tech Transparency Project. "They just didn't care."

In a report released on Wednesday, the project identified 63 advertisers that have by several measures employed deceptive or fraudulent practices. They amount to roughly one in five of the platform's top 300 spenders in the category of political or social advertising.

Collectively they bought nearly 150,000 ads, spending almost $49 million over the past seven years, according to data in Facebook's ad library.

Ads from all of the 63 advertisers have previously been removed for violating Facebook's policies, meaning their deceptive practices were not unknown. Meta has suspended some of them, but more than half were able to continue posting new ads as recently as this week. The analysis suggests that even when Facebook takes action, it has profited from advertisers that try to swindle its users.

"The only thing worse than these deepfake A.I. videos being used to scam Americans is the fact that Meta makes tens of millions of dollars off those scam ads," Senator Warren said in a statement about the impersonation of her.

She added, "We need serious guardrails in place to protect consumers online."

Facebook, which is owned by Meta, prohibits advertising that uses "identified deceptive or misleading practices, including scams to take money from people or access personal information." It has explicit rules against impersonations, and it ultimately removed the video of Ms. Leavitt, though not all the others.

In a statement, the company said it enforced its rules vigorously and would "invest in building new technical defenses" against what it called an industrywide issue. "Scammers are relentless," the statement said, "and constantly evolve their tactics to try to evade detection."

Facebook has long had to wrestle with criticism of the political ads it solicits on the platform. It imposed restrictions on them after Russia used them in an attempt to sow voter discontent during the 2016 presidential election and banned them entirely for a time after President Trump fought to overturn the 2020 election.

With government officials around the world reporting a sharp rise in online fraud, Meta is facing new pressure.

Last week, Singapore's government gave Meta until the end of the month to crack down on scam ads and other posts after a sharp rise in content impersonating officials there. The government threatened a fine starting at $770,000 and rising daily if Meta did not comply.

In the United States, the company argued in court last year that it "does not owe a duty to users" to address fraudulent content, but that legal argument appears to be falling short.

A federal court in California refused last week to dismiss a lawsuit that accused Facebook of negligence and breach of contract for abetting fraud by advertisers.

"While Facebook disclaims responsibility for third-party conduct, it maintains responsibility for its own promise to 'take appropriate action' to combat scam advertisements and to do so in good faith," Judge Jeffrey S. White of U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California wrote in his ruling.

Ad revenue on Meta's platforms, which also include Instagram and WhatsApp, reached $160 billion last year. The analysis of political ads on Facebook represents only a small fraction of the total. 

Facebook, which is owned by Meta, prohibits advertising that uses "identified deceptive or misleading practices, including scams to take money from people or access personal information." Jason Henry for The New York Times


Meta keeps political ads in its library for seven years as a measure of transparency after the Russian influence operation in 2016. Ads in other categories are not preserved after they appear, making it harder for researchers to study the extent of scams among those.

Facebook has specific requirements for political advertisers, requiring them, for example, to be registered companies in the United States. The process of submitting and approving ads that appear on the platform is largely automated, allowing dishonest actors to slip through, experts say.

Some of the advertisers studied by the Tech Transparency Project included contact information in the Philippines, Bangladesh, Vietnam or Britain, which should presumably have disqualified them.

"You can be anybody," said Iesha White, director of intelligence for Check My Ads, an advocacy group that monitors the digital ad industry and was not involved in the Tech Transparency Project's analysis. "There are no rigorous checks."

Meta, she said, effectively crowdsources its enforcement, waiting for users or researchers to report fraud. "It should be identified before the ads ever run."

Many of the ads appear to target older and conservative users. They often respond quickly to politically charged events.

On the day of the memorial service for Charlie Kirk on Sept. 21, an ad appeared asking if people could forgive his assassin, as his wife, Erika, said she had. Click to vote now, it said, promising a red "We Are Charlie Kirk" hat for those who did -- free, except for 99 cents to help cover the shipping costs.

Many of the ads highlighted by the researchers respond quickly to politically charged events, like this one that was posted the same day as the memorial for conservative activist Charlie Kirk.


Though the hat was ostensibly free, it required a more costly monthly membership for a clothing and other merchandise supplier calling itself End the Wokeness. Entering a credit card to pay for the nominal shipping meant automatically signing up for the subscription.

The Federal Trade Commission has warned consumers about websites that sign them up for subscriptions they do not want.

The company that operates as End the Wokeness, Sculpin Media, has listed page administrators in the Philippines, as well as the United States. It describes itself as a clothing store and media company and operates out of a small office next to a spice dealer and a car detailer in a low-slung brick warehouse near the former Fresh Kills landfill in Staten Island.

A man who identified himself as a co-owner of the company appeared surprised that a reporter had found the office. He acknowledged placing the ads but declined to speak on the record. He said the staff worried about potential threats of political violence.

Inside the office were boxes of red baseball caps with the slogan MAGA 2028. End the Wokeness's website is devoted to sales of Trump- and MAGA-themed knickknacks. Among the latest is a "Patriot Pumpkin Carving Kit," a stencil that features Mr. Trump's mug shot. The company's own page on Facebook includes numerous posts from users complaining about its subscription model or asking for refunds.

End the Wokeness, one of the advertisers whose content has been pulled from Facebook for violating the company's policies, also sells Trump- and MAGA-themed knickknacks.


In August, the Federal Trade Commission warned that reported scams targeting older Americans by impersonating government officials or businesses had increased fourfold between 2020 and last year.

Frauds on social media platforms and other websites now far exceed those using text messages or phone calls. The spread of commercially available tools using artificial intelligence has clearly contributed to the surge in deceptive ads, making them easier to produce and spread.

"This is part of a much larger issue: A.I. is advancing rapidly, but the laws and protections we have in place for everyday Americans are dangerously outdated," Mr. Sanders said in a statement in response to an inquiry about the deepfake of him.

The ad featuring Ms. Leavitt was posted by one of four advertisers linked to a company calling itself RFY News Group. No one responded to a message left at a number listed in the ad library as a contact.

Neither Ms. Leavitt nor the White House responded to a request for comment about the deceptive videos.

Meta suspended the accounts of two of the four advertisers involved in August, though they had been advertising for weeks at that point. Two others appeared to have been removed this week following inquiries about the Tech Transparency Project's research, which has tracked the RFY News Group for more than a year.

Researchers say Meta could do more to limit ads like these and to be more transparent about its enforcement of its own rules. Instead, it has rolled back its efforts to moderate political content and reduced its teams working on platform safety.

"The pendulum has swung toward more short-term revenue considerations versus the long-term health of the platform and the ecosystem," said Rob Leathern, a former Meta employee who helped create the ad library and is now head of Hawkview Labs, a company that helps start-ups working in online trust and safety. "Perhaps at some point it has to swing the other way."

Eli Tan in San Francisco and Mark Bonamo in New York contributed reporting.
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Markets Rebound and Gold Eases as Shutdown Takes Effect

Stocks rose after slumping early Wednesday as investors seemed to look past the potential effects of a government shutdown that began at midnight.



By Jason Karaian and Joe Rennison



Oct 01, 2025 at 01:18 PM

After an initial wobble on Wednesday morning, stocks rebounded and gold eased, as nervy investors appeared to look through the potential effects of a U.S. government shutdown that took effect at midnight.

Typically, markets have been unfazed by government shutdowns, noted Adam Turnquist, chief technical strategist for LPL Financial, instead "prioritizing corporate earnings, broader economic trends and other key macroeconomic factors."

But the longer a shutdown runs, the deeper its potential effect on the economy. President Trump's threats to fire "a lot" of civil servants and make other "irreversible" cuts may also have longer-lasting consequences.

"If this one proves to be more prolonged, the bigger challenge could be the lack of timely economic data," said Mark Hackett, chief market strategist at Nationwide. "Investors rely on economic reports like payrolls and inflation, so a data blackout would inject additional uncertainty and leave markets vulnerable to swings on headlines or anecdotal signals."

The S&P 500 fell as much as 0.5 percent in early trading, before rebounding into the afternoon and ending the day about 0.3 percent higher. Government bond yields, which move inversely to their prices, fell, and gold initially surged, signs that investors were seeking out havens. The price of gold later subsided as stocks rose. The dollar also reversed an earlier fall.

Even at its worst, Wednesday's decline would have put only a small dent in the bullish run for stocks, with the S&P 500 up roughly 14 percent this year, and nearly 8 percent higher over the past three months. The market has been propelled in particular by enthusiasm about the prospects for artificial intelligence. The S&P 500 has posted five consecutive monthly gains, more than reversing the sharp decline after Mr. Trump first announced sweeping tariffs on nearly all U.S. imports.


Although October is off to a subdued start, investors should remain "disciplined, diversified and patient" through the shutdown, according to analysts at Vanguard, the money manager.

Government bond yields fell after a report on the labor market released on Wednesday came in weaker than economists had expected. Private-sector jobs, as measured by the payroll processor ADP, fell by 32,000 in September, versus forecasts for a gain.

Economists generally consider ADP's data to be less reliable than the official figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, but because of the shutdown the B.L.S. said it would not publish its widely followed jobs report as scheduled on Friday. Other important data releases from the bureau, including the next consumer inflation report, are in peril if the shutdown drags on.


That is an issue for the Federal Reserve, which sets interest rates that influence Treasury bonds, the value of the dollar and more, as it faces a tough decision about how quickly to cut rates. Making that call is harder if the government shutdown deprives the central bank of essential data points that help it gauge the state of the economy.

For now, investors are still forecasting a rate cut of a quarter of a percentage point cut when the Fed next meets, at the end of October.

Perhaps the sharpest signs of investor anxiety can be seen in the market for gold, which traders often turn to as a hedge against economic or political uncertainty. The precious metal has set a series of records in recent months. It traded above $3,900 an ounce for the first time early Wednesday, before settling back to around $3,865 per troy ounce. The price of gold has risen roughly 50 percent this year.

"Given the ongoing fiscal, political and trade uncertainties, it is unlikely that gold's upward trend will reverse in the near term," analysts at the commodities broker Sucden Financial noted.
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Morgan Stanley Scores an Easier 'Stress Test' From the Fed

The investment bank had appealed more stringent oversight in dreaded annual exams, and the Federal Reserve agreed.

The Manhattan headquarters of Morgan Stanley, which won a reduction in the percentage of capital it must reserve as a buffer.  Gabby Jones for The New York Times



By Rob Copeland



Oct 01, 2025 at 12:10 AM

On Monday, Morgan Stanley was left out of the biggest buyout deal ever, when Electronic Arts agreed to go private with help from the investment bank's biggest rivals, JPMorgan Chase and Goldman Sachs.

On Tuesday, Morgan Stanley received a bit of a consolation prize when the Federal Reserve allowed the bank to set aside slightly less money in the name of safety.

The Fed's decision related to the annual "stress tests" that it runs on the largest American banks. Begun after the 2007-8 global financial crisis, the exams have long been loathed by banks because they require lenders to sock away capital, or the money a bank maintains to ensure stability and provide a financial cushion against losses.

The less capital that banks must reserve, the more they have available to lend out or otherwise profitably invest -- or so they argue.

In this year's exams, the results of which were released over the summer, the Fed determined that Morgan Stanley was required to maintain a 5.1 percent buffer. The bank swiftly appealed that decision. On Tuesday, the buffer was reduced to 4.3 percent.

A Fed spokesman said in a statement that the change had been made after an analysis of information presented by Morgan Stanley showed that the bank's lending portfolio was better able to weather potential trouble than earlier determined. Few other details were provided, by either the Fed or Morgan Stanley.

Although the stress tests have become a partisan issue, with Republicans generally siding with bank lobbyists in arguing that they unfairly hamstring the lenders, there was little indication of a split on this decision. A prominent left-leaning Fed governor, Michael S. Barr, said in a statement that he supported the reduction.

Goldman Sachs similarly won an appeal of its stress test in 2024.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/30/business/morgan-stanley-stress-test-fed.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




White House Pulls Pick to Lead Labor Data Agency

E.J. Antoni, a conservative economist, had faced bipartisan criticism as President Trump's nominee to lead the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

E.J. Antoni, an economist at the conservative Heritage Foundation, had criticized the bureau and questioned its methods and reports. He had no experience in government. C-SPAN



By Tony Romm, Ben Casselman and Lydia DePillis



Oct 01, 2025 at 02:07 AM

The White House has withdrawn the nomination of E.J. Antoni, a conservative economist, to serve as the leader of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the federal agency whose previous director was fired by President Trump after issuing an unfavorable jobs report.

A White House official confirmed the withdrawal late Tuesday, but offered no reason for the sudden change, saying only that Mr. Antoni was a "brilliant economist" and that Mr. Trump would announce a new nominee soon.

Mr. Trump tapped Mr. Antoni in August, shortly after ousting Erika McEntarfer, the previous B.L.S. commissioner, over unsubstantiated claims that the bureau had "rigged" data. Mr. Trump had seized on a report that month showing that hiring had been weaker than reported over the summer -- a large but otherwise normal revision that the president nonetheless claimed as evidence of bias at the agency.

From the start, Mr. Antoni had been a divisive pick. A doctor in economics, he had no prior experience working in the government, having spent most of his career as a highly partisan economic analyst and commentator. Most past commissioners, by contrast, have been statistical experts with little public profile before leading the agency.

"Typically, frankly, you're getting a data nerd," said Erica L. Groshen, who ran the agency under President Barack Obama.

But Mr. Antoni had shared Mr. Trump's criticisms of B.L.S. and frequently attacked its reports and methodologies. That troubled economists and other experts from across the political spectrum, who further decried Mr. Antoni's lack of management experience and his history of distorting economic statistics to support his political arguments.

Aaron Sojourner, a labor economist who serves on the steering committee of the Friends of B.L.S., an advocacy organization, said he was pleased that the administration was withdrawing Mr. Antoni's nomination.

"This was an underqualified pick, and it's good that the process worked," Mr. Sojourner said. He added that he hoped the administration would instead choose someone with more experience "who can be a champion for the agency and its mission."

CNN earlier reported Mr. Antoni's withdrawal. Mr. Antoni did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Kevin Roberts, the president of the Heritage Foundation, said in a social media post that Mr. Antoni would remain as the group's chief economist.

It was unclear whom Mr. Trump planned to nominate instead for a post that requires Senate confirmation. It is currently led on an interim basis by William J. Wiatrowski, the deputy commissioner, who has served as acting head twice before.

Mr. Wiatrowski is soon to be the only employee working at the agency, after Republicans and Democrats in Congress failed to agree on a spending proposal to avoid a government shutdown. The Bureau of Labor Statistics will suspend all operations when federal funding lapses at 12:01 a.m. on Wednesday. The entire staff other than Mr. Wiatrowski will be furloughed.

The next commissioner will take over the bureau at a difficult moment. Even before Mr. Trump returned to office, the agency faced longstanding challenges because of falling survey response rates and years of shrinking budgets. High rates of staff attrition and a freeze on filling vacant roles have made those problems even worse under Mr. Trump.

Ms. McEntarfer pointed to those challenges earlier this month, in her first public comments since her ouster, as she warned against the politicization of economic data.

"Markets have to trust the data are not manipulated," Ms. McEntarfer said. "Firing your chief statisticians for releasing data you do not like -- it has serious economic consequences. The list of countries that have gone down this route, it's not a good list."

Mr. Trump's sudden firing of Ms. McEntarfer also means the next commissioner will almost certainly face skepticism from inside and outside the agency. That will make the job more difficult, said William Beach, who ran the agency during the first Trump administration.

"It's a much bigger job today than it was on July 31," the day before Ms. McEntarfer was fired, he said. "The next person has to establish him or herself as a barrier to meddling by political forces both in Congress and the White House."
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Republicans Take Aim at 'Industry Behind the Curtain' of College Prices

In letters to consultants and the College Board, House and Senate Judiciary leaders invoked antitrust law and asked how student data feeds pricing algorithms.

Representative Jim Jordan, rear row, right, is among the leaders requesting that college consulting firms share information about their pricing algorithms, among other issues. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times



By Ron Lieber
Ron Lieber welcomes confidential tips from people familiar with tuition pricing algorithms at nytimes.com/tips.


Oct 01, 2025 at 05:29 PM

The chairmen of the House and Senate Judiciary Committees sent letters Wednesday to two consulting firms -- along with the College Board, Oracle and a company called Ellucian -- seeking information about any tuition pricing algorithms they have built and the college applicants' data that feeds them.

The consulting companies, with names like EAB and Ruffalo Noel Levitz, may be unfamiliar to college applicants and their families. But colleges know the consultants well, since most schools hire one of the two firms, or smaller consulting companies, to help them attract students and plot financial aid offers.

"Colleges that agree to use a common pricing formula or algorithm, or knowingly do so through a third-party company, are likely violating the antitrust laws," said the letters, which were signed by Representatives Jim Jordan and Scott Fitzgerald and Senators Charles E. Grassley and Mike Lee, all Republicans.

Senator Charles E. Grassley is also part of the group. Eric Lee for The New York Times


The demands cite reporting in The New York Times in May, which pointed to past comments by an EAB executive who had described its work as "a form of arbitrage" and added that its financial aid optimization strategies were "like working in the financial markets."

EAB boasts of up to 200 variables that colleges and universities can use when setting an individual admitted student's price, drawing from data on over 350 clients and 1.5 billion "student interactions." Ruffalo Noel Levitz has over 1,900 clients feeding its software models for everything from financial aid to fund-raising.

Ruffalo Noel Levitz representatives did not respond to messages seeking comment, while an EAB spokeswoman did not comment.

In those letters, the lawmakers are seeking descriptions of all products and services and their capabilities; explanations of the purpose of any pricing and financial aid algorithms and the data that the algorithms train on; and the names of the higher education institutions that use each product or service.

Violations of antitrust law could occur, the letters said, even if competitors were not discussing pricing with one another if "they are delegating their decision making to a software or algorithm" that results in the exchange of confidential pricing information.

Representatives from the College Board (which licenses a need-based aid calculation tool called the CSS Profile to colleges), Ellucian and Oracle, which has a higher education technology unit, did not comment on the letters.

The peculiar college pricing system -- in which the list price is often not the real price, and different administrators handle need-based aid and merit aid -- has drawn much scrutiny from regulators and politicians in recent years.

Earlier this year, this same group of politicians asked for an enormous amount of information from Ivy League schools, citing "apparent collusion to raise tuition prices." The breadth of the inquiry included communications among the schools and the Common App and U.S. News & World Report, which publishes school rankings, as well as information about early-decision practices.

In 2019, the Department of Justice announced an antitrust settlement with the National Association for College Admission Counseling. Association rules had effectively prevented schools from poaching students after May 1. Those rules went away, and now schools like Syracuse make six-figure discount offers to teenagers who have already committed to other colleges.

Schools like Syracuse often offer big discounts from their list prices. Benjamin Cleeton for The New York Times


And in 2013, the department investigated discussions between college presidents about whether there was anything school officials could do to stop giving so much merit aid to students who didn't need it. Later that year, the government dropped the inquiry, but not before scaring many higher education leaders away from discussing the matter.

In the current investigation, lawyers who work on antitrust cases say, crucial questions about the "common pricing formulas" could include the following: If EAB and Ruffalo Noel Levitz have access to dozens of pieces of data from tens of thousands of applicants from several hundred schools (including who responded, how they responded and to what sort of financial aid offers), how do the firms feed that into the algorithms that help client colleges set prices and discounts?

Another question, lawyers say: Do they do it in real time, on an ongoing basis, in the middle of application season?

And once the algorithms are trained, do clients that compete with one another ultimately end up drawing on collective data to set prices?

"It is about time that policymakers are scrutinizing the enrollment management industry," said Stephen Burd, a senior writer and editor on education policy at the think tank New America and the editor of a book about enrollment management. "If policymakers have any hope of solving the problems of college access, affordability, equity and indebtedness, they are going to have to finally acknowledge the industry behind the curtain."

Georgia Nugent, a former president of Kenyon College and Illinois Wesleyan University, was one of the higher education leaders questioned by the Justice Department in 2013. She said the language in Wednesday's letters presumes that colleges accept advice unquestioningly.

"In my experience, we didn't just blindly take what the algorithm said," she said, adding that she had worked at institutions that were clients of both EAB and Ruffalo Noel Levitz.

"An algorithm might have suggested X, Y or Z, and that did not accord with our values and objectives," said Ms. Nugent, who is now the president in residence at the American Academic Leadership Institute. "To assume that colleges are just automata and do what consultants tell us to do, at least in my experience, would not be true."
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Kimmel and Colbert, Joined in New York, Show a United Front

The two late-night hosts shared stories on each other's shows on Tuesday about their recent turmoil, and some criticism of President Trump.

Stephen Colbert as a guest with Jimmy Kimmel, who taped his show in Brooklyn on Tuesday. ABC/Randy Holmes



By John Koblin
John Koblin attended both "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" and "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" on Tuesday.


Oct 01, 2025 at 03:39 AM

As Stephen Colbert strolled onto the stage of "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" late Tuesday afternoon at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, a couple of thousand fans jumped to their feet and bellowed a deafening chant of "Stephen! Stephen! Stephen!"

A couple of hours later, the roles were reversed: Mr. Kimmel headed for the guest chair at Mr. Colbert's theater in Midtown Manhattan amid a standing ovation and chants of "Jimmy! Jimmy! Jimmy!"

The Tuesday editions of "Jimmy Kimmel Live" on ABC and "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" on CBS were effectively a stunt, a crossover event across New York City that took advantage of the trip that Mr. Kimmel's Los Angeles production takes to Brooklyn every year.

But the gimmick, in which each played the role of host and guest, had some added significance: It followed a chaotic two-month stretch with one permanent cancellation (Mr. Colbert) and one temporary cancellation (Mr. Kimmel) that set off a fierce national debate about free speech and the Trump's administration's repeated attacks on the media.

And the Tuesday editions of each late-night show underscored just how much the two hosts have demonstrated a united front through it all.

"My first guest tonight is an Emmy-winning late-night talk show host who, thanks to the Trump administration, is now available for a limited time only," Mr. Kimmel said when he introduced Mr. Colbert on to his show.

The pair criticized the president directly on Tuesday, with Mr. Kimmel saying, "I hope we don't ever have another president like this again."

But much of their time together was spent discussing how they have gotten through the recent turmoil.

Mr. Colbert, as Mr. Kimmel's guest, described in exacting detail how he had learned that his show was canceled in July. At the time, top CBS executives said the decision had been made for economic reasons, but many others inside and outside the company blamed political expediency. When it came time to announce the cancellation to his audience -- and the country -- he flubbed the line twice and the crowd thought it was a joke, Mr. Colbert said.

Mr. Kimmel appeared on Mr. Colbert's show later on Tuesday.  Scott Kowalchyk/CBS


"Then I got to the sentence that actually told them what was happening, and they didn't laugh," he said.

Mr. Kimmel, when a guest on Mr. Colbert's show, explained how ABC executives informed him about two weeks ago that his show was being taken off the air, in response to criticism of his comments about the man accused of killing Charlie Kirk.

The company told the public that his show was being suspended "indefinitely." But Mr. Kimmel said he had figured that the show was finished.

"I thought that's it. It's over, it is over," he said. "I was like, 'I'm never coming back on the air.'"

But they were also speaking at a moment when an unforgiving economic landscape is putting all late-night shows in jeopardy.

After "The Late Show" goes off the air in May, CBS will abandon the late-night business. It is unclear what will happen after the contracts of Mr. Kimmel and Jimmy Fallon, on NBC, expire. Streaming executives have shown little appetite for programming late-night-type talk shows after years of poor results.

The numbers have been going in the wrong direction for some time. Mr. Colbert, the ratings leader among late-night hosts, once commanded a nightly audience of 3.1 million viewers. That is down to 1.9 million. Mr. Kimmel used to see nightly viewerships of 2.6 million. That's now 1.6 million, according to Nielsen.

Mr. Colbert and Mr. Kimmel's locking arms on Tuesday was representative of the in-the-trenches-together connection among the present -- and perhaps last -- generation of hosts.

They frequently appear on one another's shows, and lavish praise on one another. (Seth Meyers of NBC popped up for a cameo on Mr. Kimmel's show on Tuesday, too.) This summer, after Mr. Colbert's cancellation was announced, Mr. Kimmel put up a giant Emmy "For Your Consideration" billboard at a busy intersection in West Hollywood, Calif., that read: "I'm Voting for Stephen." One of the first things Mr. Kimmel did when he learned his show was being suspended, he said on his show on Tuesday, was fire off a text to a group chat with his fellow late-night hosts.

Both hosts detailed how they had learned that their shows would be taken off the air. Scott Kowalchyk/CBS


Mr. Kimmel has said he never believed Mr. Colbert's show was losing money, even though CBS executives said it lost tens of millions a year. Over the summer, Mr. Kimmel told Variety that "there's just not a snowball's chance in hell that that's anywhere near accurate."

Strikingly, in that interview, Mr. Kimmel pointed to the fees that local stations pay to broadcast networks as a key reason he believed the number was wrong. (The short-lived boycott of Mr. Kimmel's show by two large local station groups brought the relationship between broadcast networks and local affiliates to a public stage last week.)

Still, the hosts have acknowledged how much the late-night business is struggling. Jon Stewart recently likened hosting a contemporary late-night show to managing a Tower Records store. On Monday night, Mr. Colbert had Conan O'Brien, the former late-night host and current podcaster and Oscars host, on his show.

"Stephen, how's late night?" Mr. O'Brien said as he sat down. "I've been out of it for a little bit -- catch me up on what's happening."

"I'll send you the obituary," Mr. Colbert replied.

On Tuesday, Mr. Colbert showed a recording of his reaction to the news that Mr. Kimmel's show was being removed from the air. He was sitting on his set at the time and, with a shocked look, backed up his host's chair and kicked his legs on his desk.

"Wow," he said in the recorded clip, which never made it to air previously. "Wow."

Mr. Kimmel said he had learned of Mr. Colbert's cancellation while at a "No Kings" demonstration, a protest against the Trump administration, with his family.

Both recounted whom they had heard from in the aftermath of receiving the bad news about their shows. Mr. Colbert said he had heard from a high school girlfriend, the "Game of Thrones" writer George R.R. Martin and James Taylor.

Mr. Kimmel revealed that he had also gotten a text from Mr. Taylor, speculating that the singer perhaps just copied-and-pasted from his text to Mr. Colbert.

As Mr. Kimmel was wrapping up his appearance on "The Late Show," his longtime sidekick, Guillermo Rodriguez, came on to the set holding a bottle of tequila. He poured each a glass, and then Mr. Colbert made a toast.

"To good friends, great jobs," he said, "and to late-night TV."
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Uber Not Responsible for Sex Assault, Jury Finds, as More Cases Follow

The company is facing similar lawsuits in federal and state courts from people who claim their drivers sexually assaulted or harassed them.

A central question in the cases against Uber is whether it is liable for the transgressions of its drivers. Jim Wilson/The New York Times



By Emily Steel and Natallie Rocha
Emily Steel reported from New York, and Natallie Rocha from San Francisco.


Oct 01, 2025 at 02:59 AM

A California jury on Tuesday found Uber not responsible for the sexual assault that a woman said she experienced during a ride in 2016, an early win for the company as it battles thousands of similar lawsuits across the country.

The case was the first to go to trial in California state court proceedings that consolidated hundreds of lawsuits against Uber from passengers who claim that their drivers sexually assaulted or harassed them. Consolidating cases allows for certain procedural matters of similar proceedings to be presented before the same judge, while allowing each case to still be tried individually.

The three-week trial involved a woman who ordered a ride to the airport in San Jose, Calif., a little after 8 p.m. on a Friday in December 2016. Identified as Jessica C. during the court proceedings to protect her identity, the woman was an 18-year-old college student at the time.

Jessica testified that not long after the ride had begun, the driver had unexpectedly turned down a street, kissed her, climbed on top of her, groped her breasts and tried to take off her pants. Jessica said she had told the driver, "No, no, no," and tried to push him off. She said that she had feared he would rape or murder her and that after the incident she had dropped out of school and suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder.

John C. Taylor, a lawyer for the woman, said after the verdict that it was a "sad day for victims of sexual abuse across the country."

In a statement, Matt Kallman, a spokesman for Uber, said the company's work "to improve safety on our platform is never done."

"Uber has worked for years to raise the bar on safety, and we'll continue to do so in the years ahead," he added.

The verdict on Tuesday could affect how the other cases in federal and state courts play out and the willingness on both sides to settle the claims out of court.

A central question is whether Uber is liable for the transgressions of its drivers. In some states, the company is considered a so-called common carrier, a legal classification that has traditionally applied to companies that provide transportation to the general public, such as airlines and railroads. That status comes with an obligation to protect passengers and warn them of known dangers.

Jessica's lawyers accused Uber of negligence by failing to warn or protect her from the sexual assault. They said the company went to great lengths to cover up its sexual-assault problem, revealing Uber data unearthed during the discovery process showing that more than 558,000 Uber trips had resulted in reports of sexual assault and sexual misconduct in the United States from 2017 to 2024 -- far more than what has been publicly reported.

They said the company also failed to adopt and put in place systems that could protect passengers, such as mandatory video recording during Uber rides.

Ethan P. Schulman, the judge presiding over the California state court cases, told jurors that Uber would be responsible for the woman's harm if the company was negligent in using adequate safety measures and the negligence was a "substantial factor" in causing the harm. For that not to be the case, the jury needed to find that Uber did not know and could not have expected that someone would take advantage of the situation the company had created.

In its decision, the jury unanimously agreed that Uber had been negligent in its general safety practices when the incident occurred in 2016 -- but that the negligence was not a substantial factor in causing the attack.

Daniel Lau, the jury's foreman, said after the verdict that based on the evidence presented in the trial, Uber's leadership appeared to have put a priority on increasing its business instead of improving safety features.

"We felt that they could have done more back in the early days of Uber, rather than just focusing on growth," Mr. Lau said.

Uber claimed that it had deployed numerous safety measures but could not guarantee that misconduct would never happen on its platform. The company also said it was not responsible for the intentional misconduct of the driver. During the trial, Gus Fuldner, head of safety at Uber, testified that passengers used the ride-hailing service at their own risk.

The company has long maintained that a vast majority of its trips in the United States -- 99.9 percent -- occur without an incident of any kind and has called the suits "a legally baseless attempt to hold Uber liable for the extremely rare and unforeseeable criminal acts" of independent drivers. Uber said it was not responsible to "protect against extraordinary and unforeseeable criminal acts by third parties."

According to Uber, the driver in Jessica's case had passed a background check and the company had received no serious complaints against him before this incident.
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Nike's Sales Show Improvement; Tariffs Expected to Cost $1.5 Billion

Profits fell 31 percent in the last quarter as the sneaker giant tries to execute a turnaround plan.

Nike reported a quarterly profit of $727 million, down 31 percent from a year earlier.  Rachel Wisniewski/Reuters



By Kailyn Rhone



Sep 30, 2025 at 10:10 PM

Nike said Tuesday that its quarterly profit had fallen 31 percent, to $727 million, despite a slight rise in revenue, as the footwear company plans to take a larger-than-expected hit from tariffs.

Nike said it expected tariffs to add $1.5 billion to costs for its fiscal year, up from its $1 billion estimate in the previous quarter. The company also said it expected revenue growth in the current quarter to be down to the low single digits.

The company, which is based in Beaverton, Ore., has spent the past year trying to stabilize its business under its chief executive, Elliott Hill. Since taking the helm a year ago, Mr. Hill has initiated a broad turnaround strategy aimed at reversing recent losses of market share.

And the footwear giant has made some progress. The company was bolstered by a 4 percent improvement in sales in North America, particularly in equipment, in the quarter that ended in August. The company's spring orders were up year over year.

Still, Nike executives acknowledged that the company's recovery would take a while to materialize.

"Progress will not be linear," Nike's finance chief, Matthew Friend, said in a statement. "While we navigate several external headwinds, our teams are focused on executing against what we can control."

Inventories in the latest quarter fell 2 percent from a year earlier because of increased product costs and higher tariffs, the company noted. Revenue from the company's Converse brand dropped 27 percent in the quarter, while revenue in the greater China region fell 9 percent because of underperforming seasonal sales.

Following the quarterly report, shares of Nike rose nearly 4 percent in after-hours trading.

When Nike announced its previous quarterly results in June, executives acknowledged that restructuring efforts had taken a short-term toll on financial performance. The company expressed optimism, however, that the decline in profit would ease in the coming quarters.

Nike also said Tuesday that its wholesale revenue had increased 7 percent in the latest quarter and that it expected wholesale revenue to return to modest growth for the fiscal year. The company has been trying to rebuild trust with wholesale partners and streamline its supply chain, both of which suffered amid prior strategic shifts.

Under Mr. Hill's immediate predecessor as chief executive, John Donahoe, Nike reorganized teams based on consumer categories like men's and women's, rather than by sport. That change was meant to boost Nike's lifestyle business, but critics argue that it caused the brand to lose its edge in core areas like running and training.

Mr. Hill has reversed course. In June, he announced that Nike would return to a sports-centric structure, and by late August, the company had begun realigning internal teams. As part of the overhaul, about 1 percent of the work force was cut, and most employees were reassigned by late September.

Another key part of Mr. Hill's strategy is to expand Nike's female customer base. Nike recently started a partnership with Kim Kardashian's shapewear brand, Skims.

"All in all, we think Nike is making progress," Neil Saunders, managing director at the consulting firm GlobalData, said in an email on Tuesday. "But there is a lot more work to be done in resetting the brand."
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Paul Kingsnorth Wants Us to Worship Nature, Culture and God, Not Technology

Based on his popular Substack, the iconoclastic author's new book is a warning against the dangers of turning innovation into a secular faith.

Paul Kingsnorth at his home in County Galway, Ireland, in August.



By Alexander Nazaryan
Alexander Nazaryan writes about politics, culture and science.


Sep 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Paul Kingsnorth celebrated his 50th birthday in a cave in County Clare, Ireland, as a storm swept over the landscape. "Great nails of rain hammered down," he wrote. Centuries earlier, the ascetic St. Colman Mac Duagh spent seven years in the same cave, searching for God. Kingsnorth, a recent convert to Orthodox Christianity who moved to Ireland with his family from England about a decade ago, has been on a similar quest: "I want to know what's real," he told me in July. "I want to know what's true. And I also want to know why the world is going mad."

That is how Kingsnorth tends to think: in the most sweeping terms imaginable. On Tuesday, he published "Against the Machine," a book based on essays he started posting on his Substack, "The Abbey of Misrule," during the pandemic. It is a searing indictment of a society hooked on technological innovation, awaiting each new version of the iPhone with messianic anxiety.

More than that, though, the book, his 10th, is a plea for us to rediscover our humanity before we are subsumed once and for all by "the Machine," Kingsnorth's name for all the ways governments, corporations and other institutions exercise both soft and hard power over our lives -- from vaccine passports and QR codes to the algorithms that tell us whom to date and what to watch.

The Machine, he writes, is the sum of the forces "controlled by and for technology" that have, since the inception of modernity, been "uprooting us from nature, culture and God."

Kingsnorth's new book is a searing indictment of a society hooked on technological innovation, awaiting each new version of the iPhone with messianic anxiety. Karen Cox for The New York Times


Writers today are supposed to define their brands, declare their ideological allegiances. Kingsnorth's appeal lies partly in the fact that he does neither. A former environmental activist turned climate-change pessimist; a onetime secularist turned devout believer; a novelist, essayist and poet: He is a resolute iconoclast whose Substack has amassed more than 73,000 subscribers across dozens of countries by steadfastly refusing to hew to any party line.

At the same time, he speaks with an almost prophetic certitude -- an obvious attraction in an age of so much uncertainty. He says his readers include monks, military officers, stay-at-home parents, scientists and Hollywood celebrities (whose names he will not share).

"Everyone can sense what's going on, and they're looking around for someone to help explain it to them," he told me. Some of Kingsnorth's explanations align with Trumpism and the American Christian right. During the pandemic, he emerged as an outspoken skeptic of the Covid-19 vaccine; he has also been critical of gender transition. But when he delivered a lecture in New York City last year at the behest of First Things, the conservative magazine of religion and public life, it was titled "Against Christian Civilization." Kingsnorth divorced mainstream liberalism years ago, but he can still have a civil conversation with its adherents.

"I think he's one of the most interesting writers working right now," Jeff Bilbro, an English professor at Grove City College in Pennsylvania, told me. "He's just not in a box. He's provocative in ways that are a breath of fresh air."




Though his writing is not explicitly prescriptive, Kingsnorth champions four straightforward concepts: people, place, prayer, past. These are loaded terms today, with the Trump administration stirring up skirmishes over who gets to be an American and who gets to tell America's story.

Kingsnorth does not have such culture wars in mind. Instead, he argues for forging a sense of belonging, wherever you happen to live; for believing in something more enduring than our world of single-use plastics has to offer; and for spending as much time as possible with people who share those values, preferably outside (though not necessarily in a cave).

"If we don't have a connection to nature, we don't have some kind of connection to culture -- and it might not be the culture we're from -- then we're just rootless people. We're just consumers," Kingsnorth said over Zoom this summer. "And that's the direction of Western culture for 200 years."

The longing for nature may be the most obviously English quality of Kingsnorth's work. Nicholas Carr, whose 2010 book "The Shallows" remains a seminal critique of technological dependence, places Kingsnorth in the same tradition as William Wordsworth and his fellow Romantics, who revered nature and sought, as Wordsworth put it in his poem inspired by the ruins of Tintern Abbey, to escape "the dreary intercourse of daily life." "I see Kingsnorth as a leader in that movement -- part spiritualist, part environmentalist, part poet," Carr said.

Better a romantic than a consumer, Kingsnorth reasons. And consumers are all we are meant to be these days, he maintains, the complexity of human experience reduced to what we buy. "Everything deeper, older and truer than the workings and values of the Machine has been, or is in the process of being, scoured away from us," he wrote in his second Substack post, shortly after his conversion to Christianity. (He grew up in a secular British household and has been a practicing Buddhist and Wiccan.) "We turned away from a mythic, rooted understanding of the world, and turned away from the divine, in order to look at ourselves reflected in the little black mirrors in our hands."

"We turned away from a mythic, rooted understanding of the world, and turned away from the divine, in order to look at ourselves reflected in the little black mirrors in our hands," Kingsnorth has written. Karen Cox for The New York Times


Kingsnorth can sound like a conservative scold, but it would be a mistake to see him that way. "I'm not proposing a political program," he told me. "This isn't some Christian civilizational vision. It's much more personal." You decide how and where to wage battle: at a community garden, on the Appalachian Trail, in a mosque.

What bothers him most is our collective complacency, the spiritual exhaustion we seem to have foisted on ourselves. When I first spoke to him, in July, he had just completed a road trip from Montana to Alaska. He was struck by how commonplace legal cannabis had become. "It's a really, really useful drug for the state to be legalizing," he said. "Because it's not like alcohol. It doesn't get you violent. And maybe life is a bit less crappy. It's the best antidote to revolution that you could possibly have."

That's far from his most controversial view. When he spoke out against the coronavirus vaccine, it was in part because he was uncertain about the science (so, he says, was his wife, Jyoti Kingsnorth, a former psychiatrist). But the vaccine mandates, and the way those mandates were approvingly covered by media outlets, were what infuriated him.

"I have watched much of the political left transition openly into the authoritarian movement it probably always was, and countless 'liberals' campaigning against liberty," he wrote. "As freedom after freedom has been taken away, I have watched intellectual after intellectual justify it all." (Research shows that mask and vaccine mandates did save lives.)

 In another Substack post, he called the advocacy for gender transition less the "liberation of an oppressed minority than an agenda to reprogram society with an entirely new conception of the human body -- and thus of nature itself." His concern, distinct from the right's focus on traditional gender roles, is that gender transition invites more technology -- the biomedical kind. Nevertheless, some branded Kingsnorth a transphobe.

In Kingsnorth's view, a fully technologized society is both inevitable and doomed to fail. Karen Cox for The New York Times


After graduating from Oxford in 1994, Kingsnorth worked as an environmental activist and journalist, engaging in the protests against new roads that galvanized British greens at the time. But as he grew older, his thoughts grew darker. In 2009, he co-founded the Dark Mountain Project, a collective opposed to modern civilization -- and highly skeptical of any environmental movement aligned with institutional power.

His deepening pessimism led allies to wonder if he was abandoning hope -- a criticism that has become more pronounced over time. "I like Paul, but he's said rather explicitly that he's giving up," the Canadian intellectual and social activist Naomi Klein told The New York Times Magazine for a 2014 profile of Kingsnorth.

That year, Kingsnorth and Jyoti decided to move to a house in rural County Galway, in western Ireland, "to fend off the excesses of the Machine," he writes in his new book. They home-school their two children, grow much of their own food and use a composting toilet.

Kingsnorth had another surprise in store that year: "The Wake," a novel whose publication he crowdfunded. It's set in ancient England and written in a language Kingsnorth invented; think "A Clockwork Orange" meets "Beowulf." It was an unlikely sensation, but as with the Dark Mountain Project, Kingsnorth faced questions about his political commitments. In the midst of the Brexit-inspired debate about what it meant to be English, some saw "The Wake" as a nativist fantasy.

Nothing bugs Kingsnorth more than the charge that his reverence for the English or Irish countryside is nativist bigotry lurking in wildflower meadows. "When you're sitting in your living room with your Punjabi wife reading a bunch of stuff about how you're a white nationalist, it makes you want to punch people in the face," he said. "Luckily, I'm a Christian, so I don't do that."

 Perhaps religion was a predictable turn for someone in search of a culture grounded in tradition. Though Kingsnorth belongs to a Romanian church in the city of Galway, he obviously admires the desert wanderers and cave dwellers who forged the tenets of early Christianity from their own privations.

And it's hard to disagree with his argument that innovation has become a secular faith, "a religious vision for an irreligious society," as he put it to me. For Kingsnorth, it goes without saying that a faith predicated on consumerism will leave us spiritually barren. The solution, he stresses, is "to cleave yourself to a proper wisdom tradition and try to follow it." Which tradition is your call.

In his view, a fully technologized society is both inevitable and doomed to fail. "I'm hopeful about the fact that the Machine can't last," he said. "I don't think it is spiritually or ecologically or culturally sustainable."

But it could be generations before the ever-expanding Machine collapses, if it ever does. How should we live now, in this age of relentless A.I. slop? By finding small, meaningful ways of resistance, Kingsnorth suggests. Keep it small, keep it local, keep it in the family. "Become human again," he writes. "Remain human despite it all."
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Critic's Pick


Hades II Feels Sisyphean Yet Is Endlessly Satisfying

Battles in the Underworld and on Mount Olympus are opportunities for growth in a balanced, elegant sequel of titans and witches.

Melinoe grows more powerful over time while dreaming of vengeance and freeing her parents, Hades and Persephone. Supergiant Games



By Harold Goldberg



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Melinoe takes time to kiss her oversize pet frog. She soothes Dora, her tiny dead soul friend. She debates, and then battles, the witch Hecate, her stern mentor. She also must save the Underworld. Melinoe has much to do.

In Hades II, Melinoe must defeat Chronos, a calculating, lanky giant who resides atop a dungeon-filled Mount Olympus. The task feels Sisyphean, but she perseveres. "Death to Chronos" is close to the first thing she utters, as she dreams of vengeance and freeing her parents, Hades and Persephone. She often broods near a painting of the family posing together.

In this brilliantly balanced and elegant sequel of titans and witches, it's not Melinoe's godliness that shines. It's her strength of character.

She begins as a weak entity, becoming more powerful each time she travels through Hades and, later, the world above it. To aid her cause, she might equip a heavy, silvery Moonstone Axe and the gift of a Ghost Onion, extra health offered by Dora in exchange for fruit. This sweet, cranky and occasionally verbally violent soul mate sometimes unexpectedly desires life. Melinoe never knows what the nonplayer characters like Dora will say, part of what kept me going through constant dying.

Very early on, the emanating sound waves from a demonic wailer killed me. I respawned, down but not daunted, near Melinoe's rudimentary tent, where she took a second or two to lament defeat, but only that.

Later under the sea, Scylla, a sadistic Harley Quinn-esque witch, emerged from a giant clam to torment me. She's modernized to be a mean, egotistic pop music superstar. As you battle for a pearl, she and her band the Sirens rock out, belting, "I'm gonna claw out your eyes/Then drown you to death." They reach into an arsenal that includes burning lasers and exploding orbs.

Hades II is bigger than its predecessor, and there are new ways to play. Animals eventually become your familiars, like the frog Frinos, who offers a potent extension of health. Just as one boss cursed me to become a slow-moving sheep, I could use a forceful hex to cause extensive damage.

Your work is exhausting and seemingly endless, but Melinoe's alluring spirit is compelling. Supergiant Games


Strength matters, and strategic preparation is key to every brutal run. You add heft to your powers through magic incantations near a burbling cauldron, through the cultivation of garlic and through tarot-like upgrade cards.

Choosing wisely often determines whether you'll be successful in Hades and Olympus. It does take too long for herb seeds, used for upgrades, to appear in the wild to cultivate. And after frequent defeats, I turned on God Mode, which let me beat the more difficult bosses and their minions by increasing my defenses.

Upgrades alone wouldn't be enough for me to endure this very challenging game. What compels me is Melinoe's alluring spirit, its nuance, optimism and quirkiness. She becomes upset at Dora for moving a mushroom in her tent. It's a small thing, but she yearns for order, just as she yearns for Chronos's death.

At the Crossroads, your home base, you can tweak your upgrades and learn about the Greek gods who hang around. The character artwork, partly inspired by Art Nouveau and Alphonse Mucha's posters, is a visual feast of showy costumes bedecked with shining, enchanted jewels. In this lush, detailed environment, you might spot the big, worried eyes of Shades, cloaked dead souls, whose heads briefly pop out of a pond.

Everyone supports you at the Crossroads except for Nemesis, who berates your abilities in a sour, witty way that recalls Aubrey Plaza's "Parks and Recreation" persona. But even Nemesis will eventually have your back.

Your work is exhausting and seemingly endless before Melinoe's ultimate success over skinny, old Chronos, whose Grim Reaper-style scythe cuts a vicious semicircle across half the battlefield. Soothing the player between assaults is essential.

I appreciated the tender moon goddess Selene's heartening words when she called Melinoe "little star." And after a thorny skirmish, it's particularly refreshing to hear Artemis, green-haired and dressed in animal skins, serenade with "Moonlight Guide Us," a lilting, stirring ballad that Melinoe can join in for a melancholy duet. Artemis assures that you can "find your refuge here, be welcome here," providing mental energy for one more effort to battle scores of stylishly drawn enemies.

In Hades II, it's not the power of godliness that's winning; it's the creation of a foibled humaneness, bolstered by an empathy that never dies. The gods relate their stories of try, try again even when they've been broken a little -- or a lot. It's not hand-holding. It's the uplifting friendliness of community that's an especially welcome respite from a real world where aggressively belittling politicians and pundits are everywhere.

Even if you never finish Hades II, you'll feel inspired by the resolute warmheartedness in this world of wretched souls and heartless enemies. It's beautiful and bewitching.

Hades II was reviewed on the Switch 2. It is also available on the PC and the Switch.
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Judge Denies Sean Combs's Request to Vacate Conviction

The music mogul will be sentenced on Friday after a jury found him guilty of transporting people for prostitution.

Sean Combs will be sentenced for prostitution-related convictions on Friday. Lucas Jackson/Reuters



By Julia Jacobs and Ben Sisario



Oct 01, 2025 at 02:09 AM

A federal judge on Tuesday denied a request by Sean Combs to vacate a jury's verdict from this summer and acquit him of prostitution-related charges, clearing the way for the music mogul to be sentenced on Friday.

In July, after an eight-week trial, a jury found Mr. Combs guilty of transporting people across state lines for the purposes of prostitution. Those charges related to elaborate, drug-filled sex marathons that he arranged, known as "freak-offs" or "hotel nights," during which he watched his girlfriends have sex with male escorts.

Two women -- Casandra Ventura and a woman who used the pseudonym Jane -- testified that they felt pressured and manipulated into the sexual encounters. But the jury did not find that they had been coerced and acquitted Mr. Combs of the more serious counts of sex trafficking and racketeering conspiracy, which could have resulted in a life sentence.

The mogul's lawyers then asked the judge overseeing the case, Arun Subramanian, to acquit him or order a new trial based solely on the prostitution charges, arguing that he had been unjustly charged under the federal Mann Act for consensual sexual activity between adults.

But in his decision released on Tuesday, the judge ruled that he did not find any reason to accept the defense's argument, setting the stage for his sentencing decision on Friday.

"The government at trial presented overwhelming evidence of Combs's guilt under the Mann Act on many occasions with respect to both Ventura and Jane," Judge Subramanian wrote, adding that "the government proved its case many times over."

The defense also argued that Mr. Combs could not be guilty of prostitution offenses because, it said, the activity at the heart of the case was between male escorts and Mr. Combs's girlfriends, and he did not benefit financially from the encounters.

Judge Subramanian was not persuaded.

"To any modern reader, the plain meaning of prostitution is sex for sale," he wrote, adding that the defense's more limited definition "would narrow prostitution almost out of existence."

Judge Subramanian also noted that the trial record showed that Mr. Combs, far from being simply a voyeur, "sometimes participated in the sexual activities." The judge recounted, in brief but graphic detail, testimony about Mr. Combs and an escort both engaging in sex with Ms. Ventura, and about occasions when Mr. Combs would have intercourse with Ms. Ventura or Jane soon after those women finished with an escort.

Mr. Combs, 55, known as Puff Daddy or Diddy, has been held in a Brooklyn detention center for more than a year and faces up to 10 years in prison for each of the two counts on which he was convicted. His lawyers have asked for a short prison term that would free him soon after the sentencing.

In a filing earlier on Tuesday, the prosecution asked the judge to sentence Mr. Combs to no less than 11 years and three months.

The defense's arguments in the wide-ranging bid to see the verdict reversed foreshadowed a likely appeal. Mr. Combs's lawyers have asserted that because he regularly filmed the freak-offs -- they compared him to an "adult film producer" -- the conduct was protected by the First Amendment.

Judge Subramanian rejected that argument, writing that "illegal activity can't be laundered into constitutionally protected activity just by the desire to watch it."
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When Taylor Swift Met Pop's Supreme Hitmaker, Max Martin

The pop star and the Swedish producer connected on her 2012 LP, "Red." They've reunited (with his collaborator Shellback) for "The Life of a Showgirl."

Max Martin, a pop producer and songwriter who's worked with Adele, Katy Perry, Backstreet Boys, Ariana Grande and many more, collaborated with Taylor Swift on some of her biggest hits. Christopher Lee for The New York Times



By Brian Raftery



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

In August, a billboard in Times Square directed passers-by to a Spotify playlist with a lengthy title -- "And, baby, that's show business for you [?]?" -- and a well-known curator: Taylor Swift.

The list featured 22 tracks from the singer and songwriter's career, including "Shake It Off" and "Bad Blood." Swifties knew the chosen songs had all been made with the help of Max Martin and Johan Schuster (known as Shellback), the Swedish producers and songwriters who'd worked on three of Swift's hit albums from the 2010s: "Red," "1989" and "Reputation." That trio of LPs had yielded some of Swift's most daring yet instantly accessible tracks, furthering her evolution from country act to pop superstar.

She soon revealed the real news: Her next album, "The Life of a Showgirl," was a reunion with the duo.


Even listeners who pay little attention to liner-note credits are likely familiar with Martin and Shellback's handiwork. Martin's career as a hook wizard took off in the late 1990s, when he helped write and produce such evergreen earworms as Robyn's "Show Me Love" and Backstreet Boys' "I Want It That Way." In the years that followed, Martin established a reputation for songs that combined precise instrumentation with expansive, inescapable choruses, like Kelly Clarkson's 2004 smash "Since U Been Gone."

"He writes songs. He's not an artist," Robyn said in a 2008 interview with Pitchfork. "He doesn't have the need for expressing his personal thoughts in a song. For him, it's about the melody. It's about cracking a code, being as efficient as possible."

Martin, who is press shy ("I'd rather not do this," he told Joe Coscarelli during a 2022 New York Times interview), was a onetime rock frontman who was mentored by the Swedish pop mastermind Denniz Pop, who was known for wedding irresistible beats to sweeping choruses. "Not growing up here," he said, referring to the United States, "you hear music differently. There was a big part of my life where I didn't even understand what they were saying, so phonetics are super important to me -- how things sound."

Martin began teaming with Shellback in the late 2000s. Together, the two wrote and produced hits for the likes of Britney Spears ("If U Seek Amy") and Pink ("So What").

By the time the duo began working with Swift in the 2010s, she was the biggest country-pop artist in the world. But the singer-songwriter was eager to "make the full leap into pop music," Swift told Rolling Stone in 2021.

"Writing alone had become a comfort zone for me," Swift told a reporter that year. "I wanted to work with new people who could teach me new things."

That goal would eventually lead her to Martin and Shellback. The three met in person in early 2012, when Swift was working on her fourth studio album. Their initial session at Conway Recording Studios in Los Angeles hadn't even gotten underway when an uninvited guest dropped by their space, claiming to be friends with the singer.

Martin, already nervous about working with Swift, reluctantly granted the visitor entry to the studio -- a move he immediately regretted.

Swift and Martin first teamed up on song from her 2012 album, "Red." Kevin Mazur/TAS, via Getty Images


"He walks in, and it turns out he didn't know her," Martin recalled in 2016. "I was sweating. He started talking about some ex-boyfriend that he wanted her to call. It was really messy."

After the interloper left, Martin apologized to Swift about the intrusion. She told the producer not to worry, and began venting about her ex. "I start telling them the story of break up, get back together, break up, get back together, just, ugh, the worst," Swift later recounted to ABC News.

After Swift made a brazen prediction-slash-proclamation about her former boyfriend -- "We are never, ever, ever getting back together" -- Martin sprang into action.

"Max says, 'This is what we're writing. We're writing this song,'" Swift told ABC, "and I picked up the guitar and just started singing, 'We are never...'"

The resulting tune, "We Are Never Ever Getting Back Together," sounded like nothing else in Swift's catalog. The song opens with a recognizably twangy acoustic guitar lick -- one that's immediately warped and reversed. As it builds, "We Are Never" adds synthesizers, a chilly stomping beat and a panoramic, multi-layer chorus.

Released that summer, "We Are Never" quickly landed at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100. It was one of several Martin-Shellback hits that would find Swift experimenting with new sounds and styles.

During another session for "Red," the singer played part of a work-in-progress version of "I Knew You Were Trouble," which she'd composed on a piano. "I want to make it sound as chaotic as that emotion felt," the singer told Martin and Shellback, according to Time. With the duo's help, the song was transformed into a skittering dance number, one that featured a wobbly dubstep break and culminated in a stabbing, meme-worthy scream.

The trio reunited for several songs on "1989," the 2014 album that cemented Swift's move into pop, including its lead single, "Shake It Off," which opens with a cheer-section drumbeat created by Shellback, and expands to include layers of horns and a schoolyard-chant breakdown (the three would each win multiple Grammy Awards for their work on the LP).

And Martin and Shellback would later play a crucial role on tracks from Swift's darker 2017 album "Reputation," like the electro-pop ballad "Delicate," featuring a tropical-pop beat and a vocoder-assisted vocal.

Years later, Swift would explain the trio's creative dynamic. "Shellback and I were both in our early 20s when we started working together," she said on the "New Heights" podcast. "We were the ingenues, and Max was the mentor."

Swift, Martin and Shellback recorded more than 20 finished tracks in the 2010s, including several that would become staples of her Eras Tour set list: "22," "Style," "Don't Blame Me." The singer told Rolling Stone that working with Martin "taught me more about writing than anyone I can imagine ever meeting."

But the producing duo was absent from Swift's next five studio records, some of which sometimes found her again shifting sounds -- this time from chaotic, emotional anthems to sparse folk and slow-burn bedroom pop.

"We were off doing different things," Swift explained on "New Heights," noting that she had been "making albums that were a little bit more esoteric, like 'Folklore.'"

In May 2024, during the last night of a three-show Eras Tour stop in Stockholm, Swift praised Martin and Shellback from the stage as "two genius Swedes." She then performed a "Max Martin medley" featuring some of their collaborations, including the first song they wrote together: the "Red" outtake "Message in a Bottle," which wasn't released until 2021.

At some point during her Sweden trip, according to "New Heights," Swift met with Martin, and pitched him on getting back together. "The Life of a Showgirl" was written and recorded in the months that followed, even as Swift continued to perform across Europe and North America. "This was the time where it felt like all three of us in the room were carrying the same weight as creators," she said of the reunion with Martin and Shellback.

Before work on the album began, during her conversation with Martin in Stockholm, Swift laid out her plans for "The Life of a Showgirl." "I feel like we could just knock it out of the park if we went back in, and we did this all in Sweden, and it was just us three," she told the producer, adding: "I want to be as proud of an album as I am of the Eras Tour, and for the same reasons."

Martin's response was understandably incredulous: "Do you understand what kind of pressure that is?"
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'Rampant' Book Bans Are Being Taken for Granted, Free Speech Group Warns

A new report from PEN America tracks restrictions on school books across 45 states.

Among the books most banned by schools in 2024-25 were (clockwise from top left): "A Clockwork Orange," "Last Night at the Telegraph Club," "Breathless," "A Court of Mist and Fury" and "Sold."



By Elizabeth A. Harris



Oct 01, 2025 at 01:30 PM

Restrictions on books in public schools have become "rampant and common," according to a new report by the free speech organization PEN America, so frequent in some states that they are now considered "routine and expected part of school operations."

Kasey Meehan, director of PEN America's Freedom to Read program, said the frequency and breadth of restrictions over the past four years has begun to desensitize Americans to the banning of books in schools.

"There's this numbness we have," Meehan said, "toward not just book bans, but restrictions on education that are showing up in many ways across our public school system."

When PEN America began tracking book bans, most of the activity took place on the local level, where national organizations and parent groups targeted one school board meeting at a time.

Then states like Florida got involved, passing legislation that made it easier to prohibit certain reading material in public schools. Those laws had a chilling effect, PEN said, as district officials who worried about being out of compliance proactively pulled books off  shelves.

More recently, the federal government has had a say in which books are appropriate for children. In the wake of President Trump's executive orders on education, a school system for military families run by the Department of Defense removed nearly 600 books this year, according to PEN America.

An A.C.L.U. lawsuit arguing that the move infringed on the First Amendment rights of students listed several of the titles, including Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," Khaled Hosseini's "The Kite Runner" and a book about L.G.B.T.Q. figures called "A Queer History of the United States."

Books with gay and lesbian themes continue to be a flashpoint. In June, the Supreme Court weighed in, ruling that at a public school district in Maryland, parents with religious objections could opt their children out of classroom instruction about books with L.G.B.T.Q. themes.

In the 2024-25 school year, PEN found that more than 3,750 unique titles were banned in 87 school districts across the country. Over the last four school years, the organization has tracked nearly 23,000 cases of book bans across 45 states. Those numbers, which are based on publicly available information, posted on district websites and gathered by local journalists, are almost certainly an undercount.

Schools and libraries have long had mechanisms for questioning what is on their shelves, but in recent years, parents and activist groups have argued that the protocols in place were not sufficient, and that parents should have the ultimate authority over what books their children read.

But Meehan said the current environment actually takes agency away from many parents. In Utah, for example, any book banned in at least three school districts is prohibited across all 41 districts statewide.

"We have decisions being made in, let's say, the northern part of Utah that affect every part of the state, but opinions may vary across families, across students, across educators," Meehan said. "Elected leaders are having a heavy-handed role in what's available for students in libraries."

PEN considers a book "banned" if it was removed from the classroom or library circulation, either permanently or while the book was under review. PEN also considers a book banned if access to it is restricted or diminished.

Among the most banned books of the 2024-25 school year, according to PEN America, were "A Clockwork Orange," by Anthony Burgess; "Breathless," a coming-of-age novel by Jennifer Niven; "Sold," by Patricia McCormick, a National Book Award finalist about a girl from Nepal sold into sexual slavery; and "Last Night at the Telegraph Club," a queer young adult novel by Malinda Lo, which won a National Book Award.

The list also includes "A Court of Mist and Fury" by Sarah J. Maas, an enormously successful fantasy author whose books have sold tens of millions of copies.

According to the report, many of the books most often targeted in recent years address themes of race or racism, or have L.G.B.T.Q. characters. Some, like Maia Kobabe's graphic memoir "Gender Queer," have dropped off the organization's most banned list, likely because they are no longer available in many schools around the country.
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Art Review


Kerry James Marshall's Paintings Are Looking at You

In the largest European exhibition to date of work by the American painter, the viewer is anything but a passive spectator.

An untitled Kerry James Marshall painting from 2009 that appears in an early room of "The Histories" at the Royal Academy of Arts in London. Yale University Art Gallery



By Emily LaBarge
Reviewing from London


Sep 30, 2025 at 11:01 AM

There's history (the past) and history (the official account), and then there are the huge, colorful, time-bending canvases of the American artist Kerry James Marshall, which blend Black history and art history to show us that there is never just one way of seeing the world.

There are many kinds of history in "The Histories," the largest survey of Marshall's work ever presented in Europe, which opened at the Royal Academy of Arts in London last week. Seventy canvases depict the Middle Passage, the slave rebellions of the American South, and the U.S. Civil Rights and Black power movements. But there are also more daily scenes and sites: a barbershop, a club, domestic interiors and housing projects, like the one Marshall and his family lived in after moving from Birmingham, Ala. to Los Angeles in the 1960s.

Some of his historical scenes explore episodes that artists have hardly tackled before, like the works in a new series called "Africa Revisited," depicting the powerful African leaders and merchants who took part in selling Africans to European slave traders. Marshall recently told The New York Times that he didn't understand why anybody would find these depictions controversial: "The history is what it is," he said.

"Untitled (Porch Deck)" (2014) David Zwirner, London


That isn't to say that these paintings, or any that Marshall makes, are straightforward depictions. It's not just what these works show, but how -- their composition, style, texture, surface, palette and details -- that makes the artist's oeuvre so vivid.

There is a radical flatness to the works, which are sometimes painted on fiberglass, PVC panels or wood. Paintings on canvas are frequently tacked directly to the wall with metal grommets. Figures are depicted in a compressed picture plane, and scenes are so packed with detail that they have an almost graphic quality.

Pattern and texture keep the eye moving, glimpsing something new in each moment. In some, song lyrics and musical staves curl through the image like atmospheric captions: "Baby I'm for re-al do do do de dah," reads one that hovers in the air above a couple slow dancing in their living room. In others, the surfaces of the works are disrupted by collaged elements -- drawn images, book covers, calendar pages, gold and silver glitter -- as if different visual universes have collided.

"A Portrait of the Artist as a Shadow of His Former Self" (1980) Museum Associates/LACMA


"I'm not trying to produce images that elicit empathy with the subject represented," Marshall said in an interview in the exhibition catalog. "I am trying to make arresting images that compel looking and thinking."

"We go to museums and art galleries to see and think about remarkable things," he added. "I try to make sure some of those remarkable things are inextricably oriented around the representation of Black people."

Each work insists that the viewer is an active participant. An early room in "The Histories" shows a suite of works inspired by Ralph Ellison's 1952 novel, "Invisible Man," whose narrator describes the conditions of social invisibility he experiences as a Black man in America. "Two Invisible Men Naked" (1986) is a diptych, with a seemingly pure white image in a white frame on the left, and a black image in a black frame on the right, featuring a flashing pair of eyes and a cheeky full grin.

Looking again, we see that the left half also contains a figure, white on white, that seamlessly blends into its surroundings. One reading could be that it's easier for some to fit in than others. At the same time, the work participates in the long art historical tradition of monochromes, whose surfaces can be read only by looking slowly.

"De Style" (1993) Museum Associates/LACMA 


Another early work also plays with literary references and ideas about color: "A Portrait of the Artist as a Shadow of His Former Self" (1980). This one also shows a Black man painted in a flattened swath of black. The eyes and grin are exaggerated, once again, but this time the figure is wearing a suit and hat. He appears as a cartoonish shadow, who seems uninterested in disappearing. Perhaps he is embarking on a career as a painter; perhaps he has been rendered one-dimensional by the art history that produced him.

If Marshall's works are about representing Black people, they are also a nuanced tour through the canon of art that has typically excluded them. His works flicker with art historical references that, for those in the know, will delight like old friends.

"Past Times" (1997) David Zwirner, London


"Past Times" (1997), -- which recalls George Seurat's "A Sunday on La Grande Jatte" (1886) and "Bathers at Asnieres" (1884) -- shows a picnic in a Chicago park, with a family of four relaxing in lush waterside greenery while a speedboat and a water skier zoom past in the background.

"School of Beauty, School of Culture" (2012) shows the interior of a lively women's beauty salon, its walls covered with ephemera: ads for hair and skin products, a signed Lauryn Hill album cover, a poster for a retrospective by the artist Chris Ofili. In the foreground, a strange object, bright yellow and pink, floats at an angle. It is the head of Disney's Sleeping Beauty, flattened and twisted, just like the famous skull in Hans Holbein the Younger's "The Ambassadors" (1533): Disney as the great mortal icon of the American dream.

"School of Beauty, School of Culture" (2012), Jack Shainman Gallery, New York


When we look at Marshall's work, we are always aware that we are looking at a carefully constructed image, and it often seems the figures we behold are in on their own framing. They stare out, watching us watching them, and together we are all part of the project of art, which is a project of looking.

In two untitled paintings in an early room of the "The Histories," the viewer, in fact, becomes the subject. In both, an artist -- a woman in one, a man in the other -- is at work, holding a huge palette encrusted with paint in vibrant hues. The painters look out at us with great concentration, wondering how to depict us as they work on some new vision. The great question becomes not what are you looking at, but who you, the viewer, are. And what you want to see.

The Histories
Through Jan. 18, 2026, at the Royal Academy of Arts in London; royalacademy.org.uk.
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'Caroline' Review: Chloe Grace Moretz as a Mother Starting Over

The actress stars in a closely observed new drama by Preston Max Allen about addiction, class and the safety of a transgender 9-year-old.

Chloe Grace Moretz, left, and River Lipe-Smith in "Caroline" at MCC Theater in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Laura Collins-Hughes



Oct 01, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Caroline is 9 years old, bright and curious, with the precociousness of an only child and the precisely tuned alertness that comes from growing up with an addict in the house. Though her mother, Maddie, has been sober since Caroline was a baby, this is a kid who can sense an eggshell cracking the millisecond someone sets a toe on it.

Still, it never occurred to Caroline to question the basic fact of her not having grandparents on her mother's side. They were dead, weren't they?

"Metaphorically," Maddie says, revealing their existence only because she and Caroline -- whose father died when she was tiny -- have been plunged into a quietly desperate emergency. They need safety, and they need a place to start over. Maybe, Maddie hopes, her comfortably moneyed parents will help.

Preston Max Allen's new play, "Caroline," at MCC Theater, opens on Maddie (Chloe Grace Moretz) and Caroline (River Lipe-Smith) in a booth at a diner in Ohio. They seem like any weary working-class mother and daughter on a road trip, ordering from an all-day breakfast menu -- except that Caroline's arm is in a sling. That freshly set bone, broken in a fit of fury by Maddie's now ex-partner, is the injury that sent them fleeing their home in West Virginia.

In David Cromer's sensitively judged production, we pick up on the particulars of their situation bit by bit. What we grasp immediately, though, from Maddie's protective attentiveness and Caroline's regular-kid ease, is the strength of the bond between them. They are as precious and necessary to each other as the air they breathe.

At that table in the diner, Caroline asks the waitress for a brownie (no problem) and her mother for a Nintendo Switch (nice try). Then Maddie asks her child, with such gentleness: "Do you have any thoughts on what you want your name to be?" Which is how we learn that Caroline -- the name she picks -- is trans, and only now being allowed to live fully as herself for the first time.

Soon they show up on the doorstep of Maddie's childhood home in affluent Evanston, Ill., just outside Chicago. (The set, with its muted tones, is by Lee Jellinek.) There, Rhea (Amy Landecker), Maddie's mother, is just as surprised to learn of Caroline as Caroline was to learn of her. Any bridges between Maddie and Rhea (and Maddie's unseen father, away on a business trip) had been torched before Caroline was born.

As Maddie has told Caroline, she fell into addiction as a teenager and stole from her parents more than once, not trivially. Rhea, emotionally chilly and expensively groomed, recalls those times as the most difficult of her life, when she was terrified for her daughter and could not save her. (Costumes are by David Hyman, hair and wigs by Robert Pickens, makeup by Suki Tsujimoto.)

There is no residual trust between Maddie and Rhea. But maybe, for the sake of the waifish Caroline, they can drain some of the poison that floods their every interaction. They do try.

Acted with fine naturalism by its cast of three, this is an intimate, closely observed play with astute things to say about transgender identity and acceptance, but also about addiction, recovery, wealth, class, family dynamics and the uphill climb it can be to lead a scrupulously honest life. For Caroline, that last bit has always meant being a girl.

Moretz, right, plays a recovering addict opposite Amy Landecker as her emotionally chilly mother.  Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


The play's attention to honesty may be why it is particularly vulnerable to any elements that ring false, like a couple of Caroline lines that seem less rooted in her thinking than in the playwright's desire for a laugh. More harmful is a late-arriving plot twist so severe that it's as if Allen has wrested the wheel from his characters. (Warning: vague spoilers ahead.)

We don't know Rhea well, really; maybe she has always been a steely apparatchik in her marriage. Maybe her agreeing with her husband's radical terms for helping Maddie and Caroline is to be expected. But it shatters credibility that Maddie doesn't leap to point out the obvious harm that her parents' plan would do to Caroline.

Dramaturgically, it is too easy: tension ginned up, humanity permitted on just one side. "Caroline," so beautifully nuanced until then, deserves better than that.

Caroline
Through Nov. 16 at MCC Theater, Manhattan; mcctheater.org. Running time: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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At 'Godot' Opening, Stars Appreciate the Bromance

Lin-Manuel Miranda, Jonathan Groff and Kieran Culkin were among the headliners who came out to support Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter's new collaboration.

Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter, who first worked together on "Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure," are starring in a revival of "Waiting for Godot" on Broadway.



By Vivian S. Toy



Sep 29, 2025 at 03:45 PM

On the opening night of "Waiting for Godot" at the Hudson Theater on Sunday, notable names of the big and small screens came out to cheer on the stars Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter, and so did a contingent of Broadway royalty.

Mr. Reeves plays the forlorn Estragon to Mr. Winter's more certain Vladimir, and the crowd roared with approval with each wink to the "Bill & Ted" movies that first brought the actors together nearly 40 years ago. Each time the two embraced, an audible "aww" could be heard.

Actors like Kieran Culkin, Ethan Hawke, Chris Pine, Bowen Yang and Lucas Hedges posed for photos on the red carpet and then quickly moved into the theater. Theater staples including Jonathan Groff, Bebe Neuwirth, Ben Vereen, Bernadette Peters and Lin-Manuel Miranda lingered a bit longer.

"Waiting for Godot" is a play that "you can see over and over again because the material invites interpretation and it means something different every time," Mr. Groff said. He added that he was especially excited to see this production because of the shared history and friendship of Mr. Reeves and Mr. Winter. Is he, by chance, a "Bill & Ted" fan? Mr. Groff answered emphatically with an expletive and "yeah!"

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

Opening night was a star-studded affair with Bowen Yang, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Ethan Hawke and Danielle Brooks. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

Jamie Lloyd, the show's director, said, "Their friendship really is the central ingredient for the recipe of the entire production." He added, "For me the play is about friendship, it's about companionship, it's about finding that one person who can sustain you through difficult times."

As crazy as it may sound, Mr. Lloyd said, there are many similarities between Bill and Ted and the Godot characters. "There's a great groundswell of love for these two men and it's very palpable from the moment that the lights come up," he said.

Asked if he ever had to ask the actors not to play air guitar, a move they made iconic in "Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure," Mr. Lloyd smiled and said, "Maybe I encouraged them to play air guitar." (Spoiler alert: There is air guitar.)

The opening had a festive atmosphere thanks to fans of the "Bill & Ted" franchise of movies. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times


The show's director, Jamie Lloyd, spoke with the news media about bringing Mr. Reeves and Mr. Winter back together. "Their friendship really is the central ingredient for the recipe of the entire production," he said. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times


Mr. Reeves thrilled to a question about the set, an enormous circular structure that tapers toward the back of the stage. He rattled off a list of names that have been given to it: "The portal, the phenomenon, the tunnel, the subwoofer, the Habitrail, the trap, the lens, circuits of time." Does he have a favorite? A definitive no.

Mr. Winter said, "For me during the night, at some point it becomes all of those things."

At the after-party, Mr. Reeves huddled with friends at a table on the roof of the Bryant Park Grill, while other cast members circulated throughout the crowded restaurant.

Jesse Aaronson, the understudy for Vladimir, and Franklin Bongjio, the understudy for Estragon, said they had loved watching the process that Mr. Reeves and Mr. Winter had undergone in rehearsals. "They're theater nerds and it's so unexpected," Mr. Bongjio said.

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

Others at the opening included Kieran Culkin, Bernadette Peters, Chris Pine, and the cast members Eric Williams and Zaynn Arora. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

The understudies recalled a joyful scene that played out while the show was in previews, which Mr. Aaronson said he would never forget and that Mr. Bongjio said "represented the magnitude of Broadway itself."

During a quiet moment in a rehearsal, Mr. Reeves was lying on the stage looking upward.

"Hey Alex," he said.

"Yeah?" Mr. Winters said.

"We're on Broadway."

And then the dudes laughed most excellently.

Shoshana Medney, Marisha Wallace, Christopher Ketner, Marty Lauter, Ayazalya Ellis, Brandon Burks, Sis Thee Doll and Jasmine Amy Rogers were among those having a great time at the show's after-party, which was held at the Bryant Park Grill. Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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Entertaining With


A Seafood-Filled Lunch on England's North Sea Coast

The British chef Jess Shadbolt, of the New York restaurant King, feted her favorite fisherman -- and her soon-to-open restaurant named in his honor.

Video: 

In July, the chef Jess Shadbolt held a lunch on the beach in Aldeburgh, England. Simple and elegant, the menu featured seafood caught by Dean Fryer, a local fisherman and an old friend of hers.


By Aimee Farrell



Sep 22, 2025 at 03:59 PM

It's been almost a decade since, on something of a whim, the British chef Jess Shadbolt, 42 -- along with her friends Clare de Boer, 36, and Annie Shi, 35 -- opened King, an intimate Mediterranean-leaning restaurant in Manhattan's West Village. Having started her career at the River Cafe in London (which she calls "the mother ship"), Shadbolt now considers the decision to strike out on her own both naive and brave. The choice, however, has proved to be a good one, and the restaurant's enduring success will soon be underscored by "The King Cookbook," due out Nov. 4. "The beauty of King is that it comes from home cooking," said Shadbolt, who traces her culinary philosophy to her Cordon Bleu-trained mother, who often said, "Good food is simple food."

Though the table was decorated with wildflowers, the main attraction was the food, which included poached lobster and bowls of herby potatoes. Andrea Urbez

Guests chatting during the first course, which included sourdough baguettes spread with smoked cod roe. Andrea Urbez


That mantra guided the proceedings on a scorching hot day this past July, when Shadbolt had friends and family over for a lunch on Aldeburgh Beach, along the Suffolk coast in the east of England, in honor of Dean Fryer, 61, one of the last remaining day boat fishermen along this stretch of the North Sea. The meal was both a celebration of Shadbolt and Fryer's decades-long friendship -- she's been a loyal customer since her teens and recently acquired a metal-roofed beachside cabin next door to the wooden hut from which he sells his catch -- and a chance to toast her new fish-focused restaurant, which will open next door to King early next year. Before people started eating, she announced it would be named Dean's, in homage to the seafarer.

Though she now lives in Brooklyn's Fort Greene neighborhood, Shadbolt maintains a deep connection to the charmingly old-fashioned Aldeburgh, where the seafront is lined with pastel-hued Victorian villas. Her parents both grew up there and, while Shadbolt was raised in Essex, she often visited for weekends and family holidays. For the lunch, she served Fryer's catch of the day (sea bass, crab and lobster), prepping at her cabin -- whose whitewashed interiors are adorned with a ship's rudder, an abandoned anchor and vintage furniture -- and cooking much of the meal on a grill she set up by the water. Wine and fizzy cocktails were also served, and the maritime feast lasted long into the afternoon.

A short-crust chocolate tart made by Adam Spicer, the chef at the Greyhound Inn, ready to be sliced and shared. Andrea Urbez

A stack of white plates awaiting serving time. Andrea Urbez


The attendees: Shadbolt and Fryer were joined by Diane Wingfield, 61, a manager at Pump Street Chocolate in nearby Orford; Mike Warner, 60, a writer and fisheries consultant; Will Orrock, 37, and his wife, the interior designer Cassidy Hughes, 41, who own the Greyhound Inn, a country pub in the Suffolk village of Pettistree; Gem Boner, 43, a co-founder of Restaries, a collection of rentable lodgings, including a 16th-century estate house and cottages, at Paradise Farm, near the market town of Halesworth; Jonny Crickmore, 45, of Fen Farm Dairy in Bungay, which specializes in French-style cheese; and Shadbolt's parents, Lysie and Simon Shadbolt, both 73.

Locally grown flowers and a vintage scale outside Shadbolt's fisherman's cabin. Andrea Urbez

Wild fennel from Spicer's garden. Andrea Urbez


Shadbolt taking a quick break from preparations in her cabin. Andrea Urbez


The table: Shadbolt put a table in the shadow of Fryer's scarlet fishing vessel -- and alongside the Viking, a long-abandoned wooden sailing boat -- with the help of Orrock and Hughes, who brought along simple white plates, glassware and cutlery. After covering the long wooden trestle with a white linen cloth hand-printed with a fish motif, from the Brooklyn housewares store Porta, Shadbolt placed ceramic vessels filled with local wildflowers and foliage down its center, interspersing decorative tomatoes and lemons between them. Shadbolt thinks a table's setting should allow for the life that plays out there, and also regards imperfections like wineglass rings and dribbles of olive oil as part of the aesthetic because, she says, they tell a story.

Fryer, one of the last remaining inshore fishermen along this stretch of the North Sea, cleaning his catch. Andrea Urbez

Lobster getting sprayed down by Shadbolt. Andrea Urbez


A cork serving platter laden with poached lobster dressed with lemon and topped with agretti, a succulent seashore shrub also known as monk's beard, from Maple Farm Kelsale in Saxmundham, Suffolk. Andrea Urbez


The food: To begin, there were Pacific Rock oysters and sardines Warner had brought from Pinney's of Orford -- a third-generation fishery, smokehouse and oyster farm -- finished with lemon and wild fennel pollen. After enjoying a platter of dressed hard-shell crab (a traditional British dish in which the cooked meat is picked and then rearranged inside the cleaned shells), guests helped themselves to sourdough baguettes from Pump Street Bakery slathered in smoked cod roe. Next came sea bass carpaccio with bronze fennel and tomatoes from Maple Farm Kelsale, in Saxmundham, followed by lobsters poached in a beachside tank and placed on a cork platter alongside agretti (a briny green), spicy aioli and crushed potatoes with mint, parsley, fennel and marjoram.

Jonny Crickmore of Fen Farm Dairy in Bungay, Suffolk, and Diane Wingfield of Pump Street Chocolate in Orford chatting with loganberry spritz cocktails in hand. Andrea Urbez


Bowls of cayenne pepper-sprinkled aioli. Andrea Urbez

Shadbolt plating crushed potatoes. Andrea Urbez


"Truthfully, I'm not doing a lot of cooking," Shadbolt said. "If you start with something good, you have to do very little to it." Dessert was local cherries, a rich short-crust tart served with dollops of saffron cream, and a medley of cheeses from Fen Farm Dairy, including a small-batch soft one with a crinkled rind called St. Jude and the dairy's signature (and brilliantly stinky) Brie de Meaux-style Baron Bigod.

The drinks: To drink, Shadbolt concocted a sweet loganberry fizz, blending Fishers Gin, which is distilled just a half-mile down the beach, with a chilled red berry coulis and a dash of Prosecco. On a side table, she placed bottles of King Rose and the full-bodied 2023 Ridge Grenache Blanc. There were also carafes of sparkling water to help combat the heat.

Crickmore contributed a selection of cheeses, which were paired with figs. Andrea Urbez

Spicer's tart was served with whipped saffron cream and fresh raspberries from High House Fruit Farm in Sudbourne. Andrea Urbez


The music: "It would be criminal to try to integrate music into this setting," said Shadbolt, adding that her favorite sound in the world is the crunch of pebbles as people walk along the beach. In the restaurant, it's a different story: Most services at King start with Brian Eno and John Cale's "Spinning Away."

An Entertaining Tip: An advocate of "zero-fanfare" cooking, Shadbolt thinks party food "should be delicious but not so distracting it stops the conversation." Keeping dishes fuss-free and doing as much as possible in advance -- for this meal she'd readied the carpaccio, crabs and lobsters ahead of time -- allows the host to be present and in the moment. "If you're relaxed," she said, "everyone else will be too."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/22/t-magazine/jess-shadbolt-lunch.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Guinness Heiress Goes to Netflix

Ivana Lowell talks about spinning her high-drama family tales into "House of Guinness" with the "Peaky Blinders" creator Steven Knight.

Ivana Lowell was watching "Downton Abbey" some years ago when it struck her that the stories of her own family could be the stuff of a show. Sandra Mickiewicz for The New York Times



By Guy Trebay



Sep 26, 2025 at 02:07 PM

Nothing about being a Guinness is uncomplicated. Ask Ivana Lowell, a scion of the brewing dynasty and a creator of the new Netflix drama "House of Guinness."

"'Succession' with beer and brutality" is how The Times of London neatly summarized the series, which stars James Norton and Louis Partridge. It begins with the death of the brand's 19th-century proprietor, Sir Benjamin Guinness, at the time the richest man in Ireland, and tracks the fortunes of his four children as they fight for control of an empire built on stout.

Ms. Lowell had the idea for a series over a decade ago while spending the Christmas holidays with her cousin, the Anglo-Irish aesthete Desmond Guinness -- son of a baron and the most notorious of the Mitford sisters -- at his 12th-century castle in County Kildare.

"I was staying with Desmond and many other Guinnesses at Leixlip," Ms. Lowell, 59, said by phone from London. "We were halfheartedly watching 'Downton Abbey,' and I thought, 'Oh, our family is so much more interesting and eccentric.'"

Back home in Sag Harbor, New York, Ms. Lowell wrote up a treatment outlining the tale of the beer's creation by the inventor Arthur Guinness -- "He's the one on the bottle," she said -- and tracing the arc of the family fortunes to Sir Benjamin, by then proprietor of the largest brewery in Europe.

Six years would elapse before Ms. Lowell teamed up with Steven Knight, the creator of "Peaky Blinders," who fashioned a story that moved "House of Guinness" from development limbo and into production.

James Norton as the foreman Sean Rafferty in "House of Guinness." Ben Blackall/Netflix


"Steve had the idea of starting the show with the reading of Benjamin's will," Ms. Lowell said. "Benjamin leaves the brewery and all his money to his two sons, and they have to battle it out."

Set against the industrial backdrop of 19th-century Dublin (Northern England, in reality), a city then caught up in a revolutionary movement to shake off British rule, "House of Guinness" looks nothing like the genteel warhorse of a franchise that gave rise to it.

"It's not 'Downton Abbey' -- it's gritty,'' Ms. Lowell said. "I'm nervous about what the family will say."

She need not worry. If there is one characteristic shared by members of a sprawling clan with a knack for making tabloid headlines, it is a heightened sense of their own effect. "The thing about my family is that they are all very dramatic and eccentric and have a good sense of humor," she continued. "These are the stories that I've always heard. But it's a drama, not history, so Steve was free to invent."

Mr. Knight found the family material easy to work with: "I felt it was an embarrassment of riches (though the Guinnesses don't do embarrassment, fortunately)," he said in an email.

One fictitious addition was strictly Ms. Lowell's own: "I wanted a sexy foreman who took off his shirt a lot," she said of the character portrayed by Mr. Norton.

"House of Guinness" is not Ms. Lowell's first foray into her family's back pages. In the 2010 memoir "Why Not Say What Happened?" she recounted, in admirably measured prose, the harrowing story of her upbringing in a rundown English manor by parents and guardians of whom the most charitable thing that could be said was that they were epically negligent.

When Ms. Lowell was 6, she was sexually abused by the husband of her nanny, she writes. An accident with a kettle caused third-degree burns over much of her body, leaving her with lifelong scars. The man she believed to be her father -- Caroline Blackwood's second husband, the pianist Israel Citkowitz -- would prove to be no relation. She learned that her biological father was the screenwriter Ivan Moffatt, one of her mother's lovers. Her sister Natalya died of a heroin overdose at 18.

"I have no idea how I survived it all," Ms. Lowell said. "I think because I didn't know any better or any worse. I was burned and raped and abused, and that's just how it was. If you don't know any different, you think this is normal. The Guinness sense of humor helped."

Dark humor is the family brand. Ms. Lowell noted an expression invoked by Guinnesses whenever fate took a wrong turn: "This is bad, even for us."

Ms. Lowell wrote about her family in the 2010 memoir "Why Not Say What Happened?" Sandra Mickiewicz for The New York Times


As she helped develop the series, she drew on tales recounted by her grandmother Maureen Guinness and her mother, the brilliant, acidulous, alcoholic writer Lady Caroline Blackwood, who was married to -- among others -- the painter Lucian Freud and the American poet Robert Lowell.

"My grandmother Maureen and her two sisters, Aileen and Oonagh, known as the 'Glorious Guinness Girls,' could have a whole series based on their outrageous antics," Ms. Lowell said. "That generation was spoiled and pampered and allowed to get away with whatever they wanted."
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Her Side Gig Is Designing Jewelry for Julia Roberts

After years in the fashion trenches, Ilaria Icardi made a foray into accessories. It's been golden.




By Marisa Meltzer



Sep 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In the Luca Guadagnino psychological thriller "After the Hunt," its star, Julia Roberts, wears simple but elegant clothes. The cream suits, wide-leg jeans, blazers and button-up shirts that her Yale professor character wears show she is a woman of practicality and good taste. Her chunky gold jewelry suggests that there may be something more to her than meets the eye.

That is where Ilaria Icardi came in. She is the Italian designer whose namesake jewelry line is worn by Ms. Roberts's character in the film. There is a ribbed bracelet made of 18-karat gold (price available only upon request), a gold magnifying glass pendant on a long chain ($10,630) and a hefty enamel and diamond ring ($15,041).

Fashion has always played a large role in Mr. Guadagnino's work. Jonathan Anderson, the new Dior designer, did the costumes for his previous film "Challengers." The director has the power to elevate and anoint a new designer.

"Luca, he's a fantastic friend," said Ms. Icardi, who was reached via Zoom while on vacation in Pantelleria, a volcanic Italian island beloved by the European fashion crowd and where Mr. Guadagnino filmed his 2015 film, "A Bigger Splash." "They said, 'Your pieces are going to support the character.' I sent them seven, maybe eight pieces, and they used almost all of them."

Ms. Icardi's jewelry line -- chain necklaces, pendants, signet rings -- is deeply personal, ... Federico Ciamei for The New York Times

... inspired by trinkets collected on her travels and pieces her father made. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times

Ms. Icardi's jewelry line -- chain necklaces, pendants, signet rings -- is deeply personal, inspired by trinkets collected on her travels and pieces her father made. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times

The film will open the New York Film Festival on Friday, which coincides with Milan Fashion Week, where Ms. Icardi has her main job as design director for women's wear at Prada.

Ms. Icardi, 53, was raised in Valenza, a town in northern Italy known for its production of fine jewelry. Her father, Umberto Icardi, started his own line there in the late 1960s. She left for Milan to study fashion and spent the next decades living between Paris and London.

She worked for Etro and developed the first women's ready-to-wear line for Hugo Boss in the 1990s. By 2001, she was working with Tom Ford and Stefano Pilati at Yves Saint Laurent, where she remained for a decade.

In 2009, Ms. Icardi went to work as design director under Phoebe Philo at Celine, traveling between London and Paris. "I wanted to escape and have an adventure," she said with a shrug.

"We had a very close relationship," she said of Ms. Philo, with whom she worked until 2013. "She's obviously very demanding, and it was like a start-up at the beginning. So it was intense."

"There is a subtle masculine allure to her wardrobe choices -- very few pieces, but each carefully chosen," said Giulia Piersanti, the costume designer of "After the Hunt." Amazon MGM Studios


"When you work for a company, it's not always necessary that you are connected with what you design," she continued. "But for the first time, I really loved the product that we were designing -- it was minimal but not really minimal -- the women we were designing for, everything we were trying to build."

After her daughter, now 12, was born in London, she stayed there to work as design director for Victoria Beckham, whom she described as "a lovely person who gave me a lot of freedom and trust." Later she worked at Bottega Veneta.

Ms. Icardi associates the style of London with freedom. In Italy, "we dress for the occasion," she said. "We dress! In Paris, they are very cultured, very chic, but there is more control."

Since she is a woman whose career has been behind the scenes, her own design signatures are woven into the companies she works for. "I always love a touch of classicism," she said. "A double-breasted jacket, a T-shirt, denim. I like something that you throw on."

"And I applied that to the jewelry line, to put something that is good taste maybe close to something bad taste," she said. "I like the clash of the two."

She started working on a jewelry line just before the onset of the pandemic in 2020. "It was really homemade," she said. "I was just going to jump into a little adventure." She worked with her gemologist brother, Lorenzo Icardi, on a small line that made reference to Ms. Icardi's travels and pieces from her father's archive.

Ms. Icardi at her home in Milan in September. Federico Ciamei for The New York Times


Her friends were fans, including Giulia Piersanti, who was the costume designer of "After the Hunt."

"Julia Roberts's character, Alma, has an effortless and almost uniform-like style." Ms. Piersanti wrote in an email. "There is a subtle masculine allure to her wardrobe choices -- very few pieces, but each carefully chosen. I found that Ilaria's jewelry would fit this intent while also elevating her looks."

Ms. Icardi was wearing a handmade gold chain. "From my papa," she said, touching it. There is a little gold spaceman pendant she designed and a gold whistle pendant that works.

"I use it to call my daughter when she doesn't listen to me," she said, joking. "No, I like it as an object, and it also comes from this core of things I used to play with when I was little."

Right now, Ms. Icardi thinks of her line as admirably small. "I have, let's say, 100 clients all around the world," she said. "They can purchase something, and then they come back and ask me to maybe reset something. So there is a real connection and like a relationship. I really like that."
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Fashion Review


Life as a Handbag

Louise Trotter makes a crafty debut at Bottega Veneta.




By Vanessa Friedman
Reporting from Milan


Sep 28, 2025 at 09:27 AM

Remember the It bag? You know, the kind of handbag that once upon a time materialized and almost overnight seemed to embody a moment. The kind of handbag that became a badge of belonging and insiderness, an experience so desirable that it made owning the tote or shoulder style or clutch desirable too, leading to a sort of mass mind-meld of acquisition.

Back in that time, going to a fashion show in Milan could be like going to an It bag convention. Fashion houses handed out what they hoped would be the bag of the season as if it were candy, and editors would happily take their new accessories out to play until bag after bag of the same style were all lined up like ducks along the front row.

That all mostly ended with the rise of social media, the advent of the age of the micro-trends and the fracturing of consensus.

In Louise Trotter's debut Bottega Veneta collection, intrecciato leather was present in the small details... Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

... like epaulettes on a trench, lapels on a tuxedo and handbags, of course. Estrop/Getty Images


But at the Bottega Veneta show in Milan on Saturday, Louise Trotter, the new creative director, brought the bag bonanza back. Albeit in a somewhat more deconstructed form.

She did it by sending out an invitation made from a single, flat piece of leather scored with lattice lines that could be turned into the 3-D equivalent of a string bag -- one that numerous guests immediately employed to tote their belongings as they arrived.

And she did it by leaning into the signature Bottega Veneta intrecciato, or woven, leather handbags, created by the brand's founders Michele Taddei and Renzo Zengiaro in 1966 and made more famous by its first female creative director, Laura Braggion. (Ms. Trotter is the second.) Lauren Hutton was in attendance, carrying a version of the woven Bottega bag she carried in the 1980 film "American Gigolo." It was effectively a mascot for the show. 

But Ms. Trotter didn't stop at a bag. She used the intrecciato technique, and the high-touch emphasis on craft that it implies, as part of the foundation of her entire collection.

Video: 


There were leather trench coats and shiny patent leather tunics made from intrecciato; tuxedo jacket lapels, overcoat belts, epaulets, collars and the uppers of shoes -- all intrecciato. Intrecciato big and intrecciato small. A panoply of intrecciato bags, from suitcase-size duffels to mini evening croissants. It was like an intrecciatopalooza!

So much so that it began to seem a little too on the nose.

All that inescapable intrecciato overwhelmed the major suiting that was also part of the collection, and meant that even the nonwoven leather and suede looks started to suggest handbags. And basing the exaggerated, extended shoulder line of long, curvy jackets and coats on the line of the Cabat tote from 2002, even in a season where oversize tailoring is making a comeback and sloping shoulders are everywhere, was too much -- too much shoulder and too much bag reference. 

On the other hand, corset tops that revealed the actual shoulders and were constructed to fall louchly off one arm, paired with high-waist barrel pants, were cool.

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Estrop/Getty Images

The many ways of weaving Ms. Trotter used in her Bottega Veneta show: with feathers, chiffon, fiberglass and fisherman's knit. Clockwise from top left: Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times, Estrop/Getty Images.

Things got more interesting when Ms. Trotter took the intrecciato technique and applied it to alternative materials like cotton fisherman's knit, strips of fragile chiffon, upcycled feathers and even recycled fiberglass needles. She combined the latter with -- yes -- leather, though you couldn't see it. The fiberglass was extruded from a woven base to form shimmering masses that looked like alien pelts in steel gray, sienna and gold and, when cut into sweaters and skirts, moved as if constantly being brushed by an unseen hand.

They were bizarre and protective and compulsively touchable and served, along with some pointy-toe cowboy clogs that may become the equivalent of an It shoe, as an antidote to all that bourgeois leather.

It was a reminder that in a world obsessed with A.I., such handwork and heritage and weird human imagination, all woven together, may be the biggest luxury there is. That's an idea worth carrying into the future.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/28/style/louise-trotter-bottega-veneta-spring-2026.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




What Does Gen Z Divorce Look Like?

For one thing, speed is of the essence.




By Maggie Lange



Sep 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In 2021, Kira Benson, a violinist living in Seattle, knew it was time to get a divorce. Ending their two-year "lavender marriage" wasn't an easy decision, but the musician had a supportive ally. "If you have to dump your ex-husband," Mx. Benson said, "co-dump him with his mistress."

Before the breakup, Mx. Benson, 27, who uses the pronoun they, checked in with their therapist, who said a divorce would be a "good choice." Out of queer solidarity, they informed their husband's "mistress" -- this was kosher in Mx. Benson's arrangement, which was not a legal marriage, but a domestic partnership -- about their shared partner's troubling behavior. The night of the breakup, Mx. Benson and the mistress spent a cozy evening together: "We were eating a lot of comfort food, playing a lot of Animal Crossing."

The senior-most members of Gen Z are in their late 20s: old enough to have gotten married, but also old enough to regret it. As this generation enters divorcing age, it's finding little shame in the act -- especially when a split, like Mx. Benson's, is motivated by prioritizing one's mental health. And rather than quietly moving on, younger divorces are often highlighting this facet of their story, even after they're in new relationships.

Michel Janse, a 28-year-old content creator in Oceanside, Calif., is particularly vocal about being vocal about her divorce. When she needs to prepare a synopsis of her videos for a channel description -- a task that demands a squirm-inducing combination of self-reflection and brevity -- Ms. Janse often goes with "I found love after divorce."

"It's one of the sentences that just summarizes the whole picture of what I've vlogged over the years," she said. Ms. Janse said that even after she remarried last year, the identity of divorcee felt like an important part of who she is.

In her confessional YouTube videos, Michel Janse makes a point of not sweeping the failure of her first marriage under the rug. Michel Janse


Whether it's young divorce generally, or Gen Z divorce specifically, in 2025, splits often feel less like scandals and more like rebrands. Megan Wallace, a 29-year-old sex writer in London who reports on the mating rituals of Gen Z, cites two divorce inspiration figures for this generation: the actress Sophie Turner and the model Emily Ratajkowski, who created "divorce rings" out of her engagement ring. According to Mx. Wallace, both Ms. Turner and Ms. Ratajkowski emerged from their divorces as people newly and entirely themselves.

Jackie Combs, a family law and divorce lawyer who worked with Ms. Ratajkowski, maintains that "the taboo of getting divorced is long gone." "Individuals are more willing to consider this as just a transition in their relationship and a new chapter, rather than feel the guilt and shame," she said.

Ms. Combs, 37, has found that Gen Z tends to act with decisiveness about ending relationships. "They're so much more transparent," she said. "They live in the world of social media, and everything is about storytelling. And so I think individuals are more willing to be open and honest about their lives than prior generations were."

This is a generation that can walk away quite easily -- a function, Ms. Janse speculates, of young people's general sense of having endless options. How realistic those options are is another question.

"I feel like with social media at our fingertips, we are just so much more aware of all the lives we could be living," Ms. Janse said. "We're scrolling through our feed and we see this girl lives on a sailboat in Maine, and then this girl lives in a high-rise in New York. You can just see firsthand what all these different lives look like, and that makes it easier to visualize a change or shift."

Mx. Wallace said that young people today, who came of age during the dislocations of the Covid pandemic and amid an uncertain economic landscape, are inured to upheaval. "Gen Z just imagines they will have three marriages because life is prolonged, they've seen so much rapid social change, and it's not realistic to be with one person for the whole thing," Mx. Wallace said.

Irreconcilable Vibes

If the stereotypical divorce of yesteryear was caused by infidelity, the impetus for a Gen Z divorce tends to be more subtle.

"I've heard about people having different 'love languages,' which isn't something I think I've heard other than in the last few years," said Grant Moher, 50, a lawyer in Fairfax, Va., who has written about Gen Z divorce trends for his firm's blog. Mr. Moher said he had seen infidelity cited as the reason for a divorce much less frequently among Gen Z couples, compared with older married people. (He noted that this might be because affairs tend to start further into a marriage.) Rather, emotional well-being is many a young petitioner's North Star.

 Photo illustration by Heami Lee for The New York Times


"I definitely have seen people divorcing for reasons that are more mental-health-focused," he said, adding that pop psychology terms of art have a way of creeping in. "I hear 'gaslighting' a lot. I also hear 'narcissist' to describe behaviors that are probably just garden-variety selfish."

When it comes to the division of assets, Mr. Moher pointed out that there is often little property to split -- again, even the oldest Gen Z divorces are only in their late 20s -- though there's a good deal of student debt and more digital currencies like Bitcoin to contend with. He added that most of his Gen Z clients come to him before they have children. And both Mr. Moher and Ms. Combs were quick to note that Gen Z prioritizes fast, efficient divorces: They do not want to drag things out.

Nicole Mitchell, a 26-year-old podcaster in Nashville who married at 18 and divorced about a year and a half later, objected to the idea that if a relationship isn't serving you -- if it isn't perfect -- just leave.

"That I don't necessarily agree with," she said. "I just look at the generation on social media and that narrative that's pushed. It's gotten a little bit sad, that it's all about just feeling good. I don't think you find the most meaningful things by just doing what feels good."

Ms. Mitchell is committed to retaining her divorcee identity, but she says it's not one to seek lightly. "It would be more comfortable for me to pretend like it didn't exist," she said of her divorce, "but I choose to continue to be open about it, because I want people to see and I want people to know that they're not alone in it."

'A Huge, Huge Deal'

According to Mx. Wallace, many members of Gen Z, even the newly married, see marriage as a commitment that is neither final nor exclusive. The rise of nontraditional relationship models reshaped expectations of married life and, when nonmonogamous options are on the table, some of marriage's stricter requirements are defanged.

Jamie Spiker, who divorced after five years of marriage, scoffs at the idea that divorce is an easy way out. Jamie Spiker


"To be able to explore your personal autonomy through sexual experiences, solo or as a couple, I do think that makes it much less frightening," Mx. Wallace said.

While members of Gen Z aren't universally opposed to marriage, of course, many simply refuse to be trapped by it. It's a generation accustomed to all sorts of relationship structures, and divorce can be presented as an option like any other.

Jamie Spiker, 25, of Harrisonburg, Va., who works in marketing and admissions for a cosmetology school, divorced a few years ago, after five years of marriage. She also balks at any suggestion that divorce is the easy way out. "I think people are just really quick to say, 'Oh, this is going to make me a better version. I don't want to put in the work to try to make this marriage work.'"

To the young divorces themselves, it can feel as if there's an impression from the outside that if marriage isn't as big a deal anymore, then neither is divorce. But even for those who aren't ashamed of their divorces, they don't make light of the process. "Because it is a huge, huge deal to go through," Ms. Janse said. "It is irreversible, so expensive. It's messy. Everything about your life will change. Give or take."
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This Stylish Store Took Everything Offline and Made a Catalog Instead

With its print catalog, Outline in Brooklyn is adopting a new (old) way to shop.

Video: 



By Marisa Meltzer



Sep 30, 2025 at 10:04 AM

For a certain subset of shopper, this fall's most anticipated mailing is being delivered this week. It's a catalog from the Brooklyn boutique Outline.

Yes, a catalog, the printed kind that encourages shoppers to take out a pen and circle their most desired items.

Last spring, Outline, a three-year-old multibrand boutique on Atlantic Avenue in the Boerum Hill neighborhood, replaced its e-commerce with analog altogether. Customers in New York City and beyond can call, email, text or direct message the store over Instagram to place an order. The feat was so effective that the owners decided to do it again.

"We started the store because we were so exhausted by shopping online," said Margaret Austin, 31, who owns the store with Hannah Rieke, 32, a friend from their teenage years.

Ms. Austin had been a women's buyer at Opening Ceremony and Totokaelo, both shops now closed. She cited Bird and Barneys as multibrand stores whose absence she felt. "All of our favorite stores in New York closed, and we were craving an in-person shopping experience," she said.

Margaret Austin, left, and Hannah Rieke at Outline in September. Marissa Alper for The New York Times


The space is not large -- 1,200 square feet -- but it's filled with natural light courtesy of an outdoor terrace in the back. "We are such a small store and have such limited real estate that something has to feel really special to take up space on our racks and in our budget," Ms. Austin said.

They sell a mix of high-end designers -- the Row, Dries Van Noten, Maison Margiela -- and cultish favorites like Our Legacy and Auralee. They do not strictly limit themselves to clothes and accessories. There are towels from Autumn Sonata, and they have even stocked Masha tea.

Ms. Austin, who has been on maternity leave, was seeing the store for the first time with fall clothes in stock. She stroked a Margiela black leather evening bag with a beaded strap, comparing it with jewelry. Ms. Rieke fondled a blue mohair sweater from Bally.

"We try to be sensitive about price, but we also have things that are just fancy," Ms. Austin said.

 Marissa Alper for The New York Times

 Katherine Goguen/Outline

Margiela Tabi ankle boots and a Diane V rabbit key chain, the shop's version of a Labubu, the owners say, joking. Marissa Alper for The New York Times; Katherine Goguen/Outline

Ms. Austin and Ms. Rieke at Outline. "We started the store because we were so exhausted by shopping online," Ms. Austin said.  Marissa Alper for The New York Times


High Sport, known for its knit pants, popular with the bourgeois-bohemian Brooklyn crowd, was not initially stocked by the store. "We resisted for a bit," Ms. Rieke said. "We constantly had women coming in being like, 'Why don't you guys sell High Sport?' There was something about knit pants for $1,000 that felt really absurd to me."

"But then I tried them on, and they're like, 'Oh my God,'" she said, laughing. Now they do a brisk business in High Sport.

Their clientele is made up largely of local women: artists, gallery owners, investment bankers and a group they refer to as "the Brooklyn actresses."

Jane Morgan, a private chef and regular, comes in. "Maybe not the first day they were open, but I was very early," Ms. Morgan said. "I am a shopper. This is where I spend all my money."

 Katherine Goguen/Outline

 Katherine Goguen/Outline

 Katherine Goguen/Outline

 Katherine Goguen/Outline

Pages from the Outline fall catalog. Katherine Goguen/Outline

The women talked about one of her first purchases, a dress from the brand Bernadette. Ms. Morgan estimated that she had worn it 20 times.

"And now we know her mom," Ms. Austin said. "And her dog."

"And we know her boyfriend," Ms. Rieke added.

Ms. Rieke and Ms. Austin wanted to expand the intimate relationship with their customers to people who could not visit in person. Initially, they tried more traditional ways of online ordering. E-commerce was financially worthwhile but never felt quite right.

"We were constantly shooting things, and that was exhausting, but mostly it felt kind of anonymous," said Ms. Rieke, who grew up on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. The two women work on all aspects of Outline, but she shepherds merchandising and interior design, while Ms. Austin, who grew up near the store in Brooklyn, focuses on buying.

Their catalogs hint at a narrative direction. The spring 2025 catalog featured a mother and daughter and was shot at a home in Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, meant to evoke different generations.

The fall catalog was styled by Becky Akinyode and photographed by Katherine Goguen, with set design by Julia Wagner. The creative direction was done in collaboration with the owners' friend Carmen Hall. Its theme is about seeing strangers on the street, always on the go, and wondering about their lives.

It was shot around Brooklyn, including an image at the nearby Borough Hall, where there are skateboarders and a woman just hanging out alone. Print on the side of the page identifies the model's outfit as Our Legacy Precious Shirt in typewriter stripe ($380), Attersee satin slouch pant in espresso ($650), Flore Flore Monica tee in white ($105) and the Row Soft Loafers in black ($1,250).

Another page has a close-up of a Diane V plaid rabbit key chain ($70) made in Togo, which the founders joke is the Outline version of a Labubu.

"There is strategy behind the shoots," Ms. Austin said. "We will shoot something that was a big investment or a new brand we want to stand behind."

 Marissa Alper for The New York Times

The Outline catalog, which Ms. Rieke and Ms. Austin view as a way to build a relationship with people who cannot visit in person. Marissa Alper for The New York Times

But really, it's a way for the women to bring a warmth and personal touch to far-flung customers. They pride themselves on being the kinds of salespeople who will tell a loyal customer that she does not need something or that they can tell by her body language that she does not feel good in it.

"We get on the phone, or we are texting and can say, 'This fits kind of big,' or say how we like to style it, and it feels like a new conversation starter," Ms. Austin said.

There is no foreseeable return to traditional e-commerce. A customer intrigued by a page with a woman crossing the street wearing an all-black ensemble of Grey's Sack Coat ($1,875), Margiela Tabi Sandal Pump ($1,420) and Thistles Atlas sunglasses ($290), must call or email.

Ms. Austin was adamant. "I want you to want it," she said.
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What World Leaders Told Us About Trump, China and Climate Change

At the Climate Forward live event, we spoke to top policymakers about China, the Trump effect on climate policy and the boom in artificial intelligence.

Gov. Gavin Newsom of California speaking with the Times reporter David Gelles at the Climate Forward event on Wednesday. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Claire Brown and David Gelles



Sep 25, 2025 at 10:00 PM

At our annual Climate Forward live event yesterday, we hosted a series of conversations with world leaders, chief executives and activists about the state of our warming world.

(Watch all the sessions here. They will also be released as part of our new Climate Forward podcast, which is available wherever you get your podcasts.)

Some of the messages were blunt and represented opposing views. Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, a Democrat, called President Trump's remarks to the United Nations about climate change on Tuesday "an abomination."

Energy Secretary Chris Wright, speaking immediately after Newsom, forcefully defended the administration's attacks on renewable power, and assailed, without providing evidence, a widely accepted area of climate science.

Many conversations were nuanced, revealing the complexities inherent in trying to address a colossal issue that is affecting the entire planet.

The biggest issues that came up: China's growing lead in renewables, the Trump effect, how companies are playing the "long game" as climate politics shift and the tricky problem of rising energy demand.

China loomed large

As we reported this year, China is dominating in the development of many key energy technologies, including solar, batteries and electric vehicles.

China made news on Wednesday afternoon by releasing its updated climate goals, signaling it will cut emissions by 7 to 10 percent from peak levels by 2035. The cuts fall short of what scientists say is needed to keep global warming to the threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial times.

But China is still a sharp contrast to the United States, which has effectively exited global cooperation to address climate change.

Several speakers at the event were underwhelmed by China's climate targets, and Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii, said the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement gave China political cover.

Others had a lot to say about China's transformation into a renewables superpower. Bob Mumgaard, the chief executive of Commonwealth Fusion Systems, said he was part of a Senate commission that discovered via satellite imagery that China was building fusion facilities it had not previously disclosed.

Newsom said that "China is just going to clean our clock." The activist and author Bill McKibben joked the current U.S. approach to renewables could result in highways a decade from now looking like "the Colonial Williamsburg of internal combustion," with foreign tourists coming to stare at old-fashioned gas-powered vehicles.

But when asked about China's dominance in these industries, Wright said he was not worried about the United States losing a step, and instead brought the conversation back to the fact that China is also still a major consumer of fossil fuels like coal.

The world reacts to Trump

Hilde Heine, president of the Marshall Islands, on Wednesday. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Another big topic yesterday: the world adjusting to Trump.

Like Newsom, international leaders were critical of Trump's U.N. speech on Tuesday in which he called climate issues a "hoax" perpetuated by "stupid people."

Hilde Heine, president of the Marshall Islands, invited Trump to visit and witness the effects of sea level rise and corals dying. She added that he might enjoy a local golf course that straddles two islands.

The Australian mining magnate and billionaire Andrew Forrest also suggested that Trump come visit his home. "I feel real pain when I hear your president saying global warming is a great big con," he said.

'The long game'

There was one familiar refrain from executives yesterday when they were asked about how corporate climate commitments have shifted under Trump: They're playing the long game.

Google's chief sustainability officer, Kate Brandt, said the company's climate work "truly transcends politics and political cycles." The Microsoft executive Melanie Nakagawa added, "We also take a similar sort of long-term view."

And in response to a question about the Trump administration's attacks on the wind power industry, Scott Strazik, GE Vernova's chief executive said, "We're playing the long game here."

The similarity in their responses reflected an uncomfortable reality for corporate leaders. Many are being extremely careful about their public comments to avoid unwanted attention from the White House. The result was a convergence on an answer so vague it can apply to just about anything.

No easy solutions for energy demand

We live in a power-hungry world, and it's getting hungrier. On Wednesday, OpenAI announced plans to build data centers that will use enough energy to power hundreds of thousands of homes.

All of the panelists seemed to agree that supplying this energy would be a challenge. They differed on where it should all come from.

Microsoft and Google executives acknowledged that their plans to build data centers may result in using power from fossil fuel sources. Nakagawa, from Microsoft, said the company would try to blunt the effects of that consumption by purchasing renewable energy elsewhere.

Wright said that the Trump administration was working to keep coal plants open to match demand.

And in the optimism camp, Mumgaard said he hoped that, in the next two years, he could show the world that fusion energy can generate more power than it uses at a pilot plant being built outside of Boston. Such a breakthrough could reshape the world's energy landscape.

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.



President Emmanuel Macron of France addressing the climate summit on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly on Wednesday. Ludovic Marin/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


At global climate summit this week, U.S. isolation was on full display

At a climate summit at the United Nations on Wednesday, the vast majority of the world's nations gathered to make their newest pledges to reduce planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions over the next decade.

Geopolitical heavyweights including China, Russia, Japan and Germany were there. Dozens of small island states were there. The world's poorest countries, including Chad and the Central African Republic, were there. Venezuela, Syria, Iran -- there, too.

The United States was not.

There are few issues on which the United States is more diplomatically isolated from the rest of the world than climate change. -- Max Bearak and Somini Sengupta

Read more.



One last thing

The simple rule that the actor Rainn Wilson uses to reconnect with nature

Rainn Wilson, an actor, environmentalist and a star of "The Office," on stage Wednesday. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Ever heard of the 20-5-3 rule?

Spend 20 minutes outside three times per week. Add five hours per month somewhere a little wild, like a forest or a lake. And three days per year, try to go off the grid and spend time in nature without a cellphone.

Onstage at the event, accompanied by live musicians, Rainn Wilson, an actor, environmentalist and a star of "The Office," shared this idea as one way to start changing our relationship with nature. (Watch the whole performance here.)

The idea was first developed by the scientist Rachel Hopman-Droste. Wilson said he lost half of his home in the Los Angeles fires this year, and just last month he evacuated his family from a cabin in Oregon to escape another fire threat.

He said that to address climate change, we must transform our relationship with nature. "We need to value nature as profoundly sacred," he said. "Spiritual, even."

Read Wilson's Times opinion piece here on his approach. -- Claire Brown



More climate news from around the web:



	Climate Trace, a nonprofit coalition co-founded by former Vice President Al Gore, will soon let people track soot pollution in their neighborhoods, The Associated Press reports.


	The Washington Post reports that in the 24 hours after deadly floods swept through Texas hill country in April, Federal Emergency Management Agency staff members couldn't reach the agency's acting administrator, David Richardson.




Thanks for being a subscriber.
Read past editions of the newsletter here.
If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here. Browse all of our subscriber-only newsletters here. And follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.
Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!





Enjoying this newsletter? Subscribe to keep receiving it.
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Quote of the Day: .300 Hitters Become Endangered Species As Power Rules All

Oct 02, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"There are guys that could hit for average if they really dedicated themselves to doing that. But the industry is not valuing it."

MIKE SHILDT, manager of the San Diego Padres, on the decline of hitters with a .300 batting average in major league baseball.
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The well newsletter


6 More Things E.R. Doctors Wish You'd Avoid

Stay out of the emergency room with these tips.

 Matt Chase



By Jancee Dunn



Sep 05, 2025 at 10:02 AM

People land in the emergency room for all sorts of reasons: chest pain, a broken arm, dizziness. But Dr. Darnell Gordon, an emergency medicine physician at Howard University Hospital, told me that sometimes a condition requires some sleuthing.

Patients might feel embarrassed, he said. Or they think they'll get in trouble.

So they lie, he said, or leave out information.

"We are not the police, and we're not here to judge you," Dr. Gordon explained. "So if you've ingested something, inserted something -- anything that's happened -- let us know," he said. "We're probably going to find out anyway."

Last winter, I wrote about things emergency room doctors wish you'd avoid, and many more E.R. doctors wrote in to tell me what I had missed.

So now I'm back for Round 2. Here are more tips to help keep you out of the hospital.

Never put your feet on the dashboard.

If you're in the passenger seat of a car, it can be tempting to put your feet on the dashboard. But don't do it -- ever -- said several doctors, including Ryan Gerecht, E.M.S. medical director at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center.

Airbags deploy in less than one-twentieth of a second; when that happens, he said, you have no time to move your legs. The result, Dr. Gerecht said, is that "the knees and the hips and the legs can be forcefully pushed into your face, or strike your head, which can cause a traumatic brain injury."

He has seen facial and leg fractures as well as hip dislocations. "We've even seen spinal cord injuries," he said.

Don't forget your eyes when doing yardwork.

An estimated 188,000 people show up in the emergency room each year with a "foreign body" in their eye. That's about as pleasant as it sounds.

Dr. Chidinma Nwakanma, an associate professor of clinical emergency medicine at Penn Medicine, told me that many of the eye injuries she treated happened when people were doing yardwork or woodwork without safety glasses.

Any time there is a danger of a projectile coming toward your face -- "basically yardwork in general," Dr. Nwakanma said -- you're at risk for a severe eye injury. "I have seen people have to have their eye removed completely," she added.

Patients will tell her that they were just trimming the hedges or cutting one piece of wood, Dr. Nwakanma said, but an injury can happen in only a second.

A simple pair of goggles goes a long way in terms of protecting your vision, said Dr. Aaryn Hammond, co-medical director of Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist's adult emergency department. "As much as it doesn't look cool," she said.

And never mow the lawn in open-toed shoes.

Dr. Ryan LaFollette, an emergency medicine doctor at the University of Cincinnati said that he had seen what happens when people cut grass in flip-flops. If you slip, he said, you could be looking at an amputation. Instead, he said, wear shoes with a closed toe.

And if you have a lawn tractor, don't give young kids a ride on it with you, Dr. Gordon said, adding that accidents are routine.

Watch out for the front burner.

When cooking dinner, it's natural to use the front burner. But, if you have small children, it's best to keep boiling pots at the back of the stove, Dr. Gerecht said.

"A parent will be boiling water for pasta, they turn their back, and a little one will reach up there, grab the pot and pull it on top of them," he said. "I wish no stoves had a front burner."

Scald burns comprise over a third of injuries admitted to U.S. burn centers. However, 61 percent of these happen to children less than 5 years old.

If you're choking, forget about privacy.

Choking is the fourth-leading cause of unintentional injury deaths. If you're in a restaurant and you start choking, don't run for the restroom, said Matthew Bitner, a clinical professor of emergency medicine at U.S.C. School of Medicine Greenville.

"We see that a lot," he said. "People are looking at them, they're coughing or gagging, so they get up from the table and they go to the bathroom."

But there's often nobody there to help, he said. If you're choking in a public place, you want to create a scene. Make the universal sign for choking by placing your two hands over your throat, he said, and stay around other people so they can assist you.

Don't take another person's prescription medication.

It's common for people to lend or borrow leftover antibiotics and prescription allergy medication, according to a review of the literature. But you and another person do not have the same medical profile, cautioned Dr. LaFollette.

Dr. Nwakanma explained: "You don't know how you're going to react." Everyone's bodies are different, even if you're related, she added. You could have an allergy to the medication, for example. And if you're self-treating at home, you can delay getting the care you need, she added.

Some doctors shared grisly stories with me (like what happens to your fingertips when you use a mandoline slicer without proper protection), but they told me in the hopes that people will think twice before they do something risky.

As Dr. Bitner said, the goal is for people to "spend less time visiting me in an emergency department."
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Get stronger knees with this workout.

Roughly one in four adults suffers from chronic knee pain. Try this exercise routine for healthier and more flexible joints.

Read the article: A Weekly Workout to Protect Your Knees.




Have questions about the flu vaccine?

Fall is flu shot season, which raises questions: When should you get it? Can you get a flu shot at the same time as a Covid shot? And how effective is the vaccine, anyway? Here's what you need to know to protect yourself.

Read the article: Everything You Need to Know About Flu Shots This Fall




The Week in Well

Here are some stories you don't want to miss:



	Does "microdosing" Accutane work? Learn if small doses of the acne drug are effective.


	In Austria, government health care can look like a spa. That includes hikes and saunas.


	Doctors find success with partial heart transplants. Find out more about this new operation.


	Obesity drugs are leaving people with saggy skin. What is the most effective treatment?



Let's keep the conversation going. Follow Well on Instagram, or write to us at well_newsletter@nytimes.com. And check out last week's newsletter about how to rekindle your love of reading.
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Corrections: Oct. 2, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025.

Oct 02, 2025 at 05:00 AM

NATIONAL

A headline with an article on Oct. 1 about President Trump's initiative to lower drug prices misstated the federal health insurance program that would be affected. The president's plan involves Medicaid, not Medicare.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Monday about Russell N. Nelson, the president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, referred incorrectly to the military hospital where he was stationed during the Korean War. It was called the Walter Reed Army Medical Center at the time, not the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, the name it adopted after merging with the National Naval Medical Center in 2011.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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