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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Is Congress still getting paid? Your shutdown questions, answered.
        Karen Tumulty, Hannah Natanson

        Chief political correspondent Karen Tumulty and federal government reporter Hannah Natanson answered your questions.

      

      
        Senior government officials privately warn against firings during shutdown
        Emily Davies, Hannah Natanson

        The Trump administration has telegraphed that mass firings are coming, but officials have cautioned that such moves could violate appropriations law.

      

      
        Vance downplays Trump post of Jeffries in sombrero: 'I think it's funny'
        Brianna Tucker

        Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday characterized Trump's AI-generated post of Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) as "funny," pushing back on criticism of the video.

      

      
        Jane Fonda relaunches McCarthy-era committee to defend free speech
        Victoria Craw

        The actor said the Committee for the First Amendment -- first backed by her father in 1947 -- would fight the Trump administration's attempts to silence critics.

      

      
        What this government shutdown could cost
        Amy B Wang, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        The longest shutdown in history, which lasted 34 days during President Donald Trump's first term, cost the government about $11 billion.

      

      
        We asked 1,000 Americans who is to blame for the shutdown. Here's what they said.
        Washington Post staff

        More Americans blame Trump and Republicans than Democrats for shutdown, poll finds.

      

      
        How Trump's 2020 election falsehoods are shaping a marquee Georgia race
        Patrick Svitek

        Warring factions at odds over his failed effort to overturn the outcome are renewing their rivalries in a major midterm contest.

      

      
        Democrats are putting money into solidly red Mississippi. Here's why.
        Hannah Knowles

        The DNC is investing in low-profile state races there as the South is on track to wield more power in future elections. Will it work?

      

      
        Kash Patel ends FBI partnership with the Anti-Defamation League
        Andrew Jeong

        The FBI director's move follows conservative backlash against the ADL, which had described Charlie Kirk's Turning Point USA as a platform for extremists.

      

      
        Health care is key for Democrats in shutdown fight. Here's what to know.
        Niha Masih, Bart Schaneman, Mariana Alfaro

        Democrats were seeking to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies. Republicans falsely claimed Democrats wanted to give undocumented immigrants full health benefits.

      

      
        Congressional Democrats embrace government shutdown, a risky move
        Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin

        House Democrats gave Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries a standing ovation in a caucus meeting Monday evening, praising his feisty posture toward Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump administration seeks to exert control over government shutdown
        Jacob Bogage, Riley Beggin, Hannah Natanson, Olivia George

        Officials canceled projects in Democratic states, posted partisan messages on government websites and warned that federal layoffs will begin soon.

      

      
        Supreme Court allows Lisa Cook to remain on Fed board for now
        Justin Jouvenal, Andrew Ackerman

        The Supreme Court ruling means Cook can remain on the Fed board at least until January, when the court will hear the case. Trump has pushed to remove her.

      

      
        Pope makes rare comments on U.S. politics, military gathering
        Anthony Faiola, Victoria Craw

        Pope Leo, asked about the gathering of military leaders in Virginia and a debate roiling Chicago's diocese, gave his strongest comments on Trump administration policies.
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Is Congress still getting paid? Your shutdown questions, answered.
Chief political correspondent Karen Tumulty and federal government reporter Hannah Natanson answered your questions.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty, Hannah Natanson | 2025-10-02
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Politics
Senior government officials privately warn against firings during shutdown
The Trump administration has telegraphed that mass firings are coming, but officials have cautioned that such moves could violate appropriations law.

President Donald Trump on Tuesday in the Oval Office. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Emily Davies, Hannah Natanson | 2025-10-02
Senior federal officials have quietly counseled several agencies against firing employees while the government is shut down -- as President Donald Trump has suggested he will -- warning the strategy may violate appropriations law, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive internal deliberations.
The officials cautioned that firings -- known as RIFs, or reductions in force -- could be vulnerable to legal challenges under statutes labor unions cited this week in a lawsuit seeking to block threatened mass layoffs. For example, the Antideficiency Act prohibits the federal government from obligating or expending any money not appropriated by Congress. It also forbids incurring new expenses during a shutdown, when funding has lapsed; some federal government officials have concluded the prohibition could extend to the kind of severance payments that accompany reductions in force.
Trump and White House Budget Director Russell Vought, whose office oversees apportionment law and has led the administration's preparation for terminations, have repeatedly said mass dismissals would come during a government shutdown. Plans for such firings have been developed at several agencies, according to two federal officials familiar with the matter who, like others interviewed for this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail internal conversations. Those plans, which have yet to take effect, dictate smaller reductions in force than what the White House has projected.
Asked about the legal concerns, White House Office of Management and Budget communications director Rachel Cauley said in a written statement that "issuing RIFs is an excepted activity to fulfill the President's constitutional authority to supervise and control the Executive Branch, similar to conducting foreign policy."

White House budget director Russell Vought led the Trump administration's preparations for mass federal employee layoffs. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


The warnings from top officials are at odds with the confident rhetoric that has emerged from the White House in recent days as administration officials have sought to use the stalemate with Democratic leaders to their advantage. Leaders of both parties are working to blame their political opponents for any fallout, as the federal government remained shut down Thursday with no votes planned.
The shutdown has temporarily furloughed around 750,000 federal workers and completely shuttered several agencies, including the Department of Education, the Commerce Department, the Labor Department and the State Department. National parks will largely remain open, though visitor centers, parking lots and museums will be closed. Programs that are not funded by annual appropriations laws such as Social Security and the U.S. Postal Service will continue, as will work necessary to national security and defense.
The closures and threatened layoffs compound a difficult year for federal workers, who have seen hundreds of thousands of their colleagues depart through firings, retirement programs and a deferred resignation offer the administration developed. The last initiative led to more than 150,000 people leaving federal service, The Washington Post reported. This week, as the government slammed to a halt, federal workers were navigating missed paychecks and unclear instructions about where and how to keep working.
"It's been nonstop stress since January," said one Department of Homeland Security employee. "This is just another in a long line of things."
Trump indicated Tuesday that he would inflict pain on programs and workers that Democrats prioritize as a result of the shutdown. Days later, he tempered his threats by saying he was still considering whether the cuts would be temporary or permanent.
"I have a meeting today with Russ Vought, he of PROJECT 2025 Fame, to determine which of the many Democrat Agencies, most of which are a political SCAM, he recommends to be cut, and whether or not those cuts will be temporary or permanent," Trump said Thursday on Truth Social. "I can't believe the Radical Left Democrats gave me this unprecedented opportunity."
Vought told House Republicans on a private call that federal layoffs will begin within a "few days," The Post reported.
Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday described the firings as an unfortunate necessity.
"We are going to have to lay some people off if the shutdown continues," he told reporters. "We don't like that. We don't necessarily want to do it, but we're going to do what we have to do to keep the American people's essential services continuing to run."

Vice President JD Vance speaks to reporters on Wednesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Vance did not elaborate on how laying off federal workers would help preserve federal services. There is no legal requirement that the government fire employees during a shutdown, and such action has never been taken as a result of a shutdown.
Federal employment lawyers said the dismissals would almost certainly be illegal, violating rules that guide the process of federal layoffs. Federal regulations governing reductions in force (RIFs) say that agencies can dismiss employees for one of several reasons, including a lack of work, a reorganization or a shortage of funds.
"But that has never been interpreted to refer to a temporary lapse of funding because of Congress not getting its act together and causing some sort of shutdown," said Debra D'Agostino, founding partner of a law firm devoted to representing federal employees.
The federal government remained shut down Thursday amid an ongoing, bitter partisan battle over funding laws. Senate Democrats are saying they will not vote to reopen government unless Republicans agree to extend health care subsidies slated to expire this year, but Republicans say they will not negotiate on policy issues until the government is funded again.
Regulations say that employees must be given 60 days advance notice of their layoff. What if the shutdown ends up lasting for 12 days, D'Agostino asked, "Or 12 hours? Three hours? I just can't see how they tomorrow spit out notices saying you're fired because of no funding, and then on Friday, we have funding again."

Several unions sued the Trump administration Tuesday over threats of mass government employee firings. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Unions moved to block any mass layoffs even before the administration acted.
Several federal unions sued the Office of Management and Budget and the Office of Personnel Management on Tuesday over threats of mass firings, urging a federal court to block any such plans. The unions argued that agencies have no statutory authority to implement RIFs during a shutdown and have not provided proper justification, echoing the concerns raised by some administration officials.
Kevin Owen, another federal employment lawyer, said the unions have a strong case -- but he is far from confident that the courts would eventually intervene.
"I have stopped trying to predict what the courts will be doing," Owen said. "I know what they should be doing based on existing case law. But we're not in those times right now."
Nonetheless, Owen predicted the Trump administration would end up reversing most RIF actions it tries to undertake during the shutdown. Over the past several months, he noted, he has represented many federal workers dismissed by Trump whose firings have since been rescinded as apparent mistakes.
Riley Beggin and Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/02/shutdown-rifs-government-warnings/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Vance downplays Trump post of Jeffries in sombrero: 'I think it's funny' 
Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday characterized Trump's AI-generated post of Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) as "funny," pushing back on criticism of the video. 

Vice President JD Vance speaks to reporters on Wednesday at the White House. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker | 2025-10-02
Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday downplayed criticism over a fake video of Democratic lawmakers that the president posted online, saying the depiction of one party leader in a sombrero and another seeming to deliver a profanity-laced tirade was "funny."
President Donald Trump posted the AI-generated video in a failed effort to avert a government shutdown, charging party leaders with wanting to provide undocumented immigrants with free health care. The post featured House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), who is Black, in a sombrero and mustache with mariachi music playing in the background. The video also included fabricated vocals of Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) railing against the Democratic Party.
"The president is joking, and we're having a good time," Vance said, in response to questions during a rare appearance in the White House briefing room. "You can negotiate in good faith while also poking a little bit of fun at some of the absurdities of the Democrats' positions and even, you know, poking some, some fun at the absurdity of the Democrats themselves," Vance continued, promising that if Jeffries helps "reopen the government, the sombrero memes will stop."
Critics and particularly Democrats have blasted the manipulated video as a highly offensive cultural stereotype. A spokesperson for Jeffries did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday, but Jeffries on Tuesday told reporters the video was "racist and fake." In an X post, he wrote: "Bigotry will get you nowhere."
Schumer added on X: "If you think your shutdown is a joke, it just proves what we all know: You can't negotiate. You can only throw tantrums."

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) at the Capitol on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Pressed to respond to the criticism, Vance sought to frame the meme as a good-natured jest and said Americans understood the video was fake.
"I mean, Hakeem Jeffries said it was racist, and I know that he said that. And I honestly don't even know what that means. Like, is he a Mexican American that is offended by having a sombrero meme?" Vance said. "The American people recognize that he did not actually come to the white House wearing a sombrero and a black, curly animation mustache."
The sombrero meme quickly started to be used by fellow Republicans. Late Wednesday, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) posted a video of the Senate Democrats who voted against the Republican spending measure, depicting them with sombreros and mustaches. The video includes a parody version of the song "Macarena," cast as the "MAGArena."
"The Sombrero posting will continue until they re-open our government," Cruz captioned the video.
A Monday meeting between Trump and congressional leaders left both parties far apart on how to fund continued operations -- with funding for health care subsidies a key area of disagreement. Jeffries in a CNBC interview dismissed Trump's accusations that Democrats are seeking to protect health care benefits to undocumented immigrants as a Republican talking point.
Democrats have said any agreement to fund operations must cover pandemic-era Affordable Care Act subsidies that were set to expire by the end of the year -- a move Republicans have falsely claimed would force the government to provide full health care benefits to undocumented immigrants.
Shortly after the White House briefing ended Wednesday, the fake video of Jeffries and Schumer played on a loop via a video monitor inside the briefing room. Asked why the White House was showcasing the video in that manner, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said, "The sombreros will continue until the Democrats reopen the government!"
Alec Dent contributed to this report.
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Jane Fonda relaunches McCarthy-era committee to defend free speech
The actor said the Committee for the First Amendment -- first backed by her father in 1947 -- would fight the Trump administration's attempts to silence critics.

U.S. actress Jane Fonda reacts as she presents a creation for L'Oreal Paris show "Liberte, Egalite, Sororite" (Liberty, Equality, Sisterhood), as part of the Paris Fashion Week Women Ready-to-wear Spring-Summer 2026 in Paris on Monday. (Julien De Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2025-10-02
Actor and activist Jane Fonda has relaunched the Committee for the First Amendment first backed by her father Henry Fonda in 1947, to fight against what the group calls a "coordinated campaign" from the Trump administration to curb freedom of expression.
The committee announced the move in a statement Wednesday, drawing parallels between the White House under President Donald Trump and the McCarthy era during the 1950s when Americans were targeted with allegations over their political beliefs and activities.
"Those forces have returned. And it is our turn to stand together in defense of our constitutional rights," the group said in the statement which did not mention Trump by name. "The federal government is once again engaged in a coordinated campaign to silence critics in the government, the media, the judiciary, academia, and the entertainment industry."
"We refuse to stand by and let that happen. Free speech and free expression are the inalienable rights of every American of all backgrounds and political beliefs -- no matter how liberal or conservative you may be."
It vowed "to defend free speech and expression from this assault."
The statement was backed by more than 550 people including some of the biggest names in the entertainment industry spanning generations, including Barbra Streisand, Billie Eilish, Ben Stiller, Jamie Lee Curtis, Michael Keaton, Natalie Portman, Pedro Pascal, Spike Lee and Whoopi Goldberg.
The rallying of high-wattage stars echoes the first time the committee was established in 1947, backed by Henry Fonda, a Democratic supporter, and others such as Ava Gardner, Katharine Hepburn and Frank Sinatra. At the time, the group opposed a "smear" attempt on the film industry by the House Committee on un-American Activities -- a group established in 1938 to investigate private citizens, organizations and government employees suspected of having communist ties.
Around this time, Sen. Joseph McCarthy, a Republican from Wisconsin, also rocketed to national attention when he claimed hundreds of communists had infiltrated the U.S. government amid Cold War anxiety. McCarthy's investigations into alleged subversion and espionage in the early 1950s including as chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations saw his name become shorthand for the practice of using indiscriminate allegations to root out individuals for their alleged behavior. He was later censured by the Senate for behavior "contrary to senatorial traditions."
The decision to revive the committee comes amid a maelstrom of activity that has raised fears of a new era of censorship and retribution orchestrated by the Trump administration, including ABC's decision to suspend Jimmy Kimmel following his comments about the shooter who killed conservative activist Charlie Kirk, National Guard deployments to states despite opposition from local officials and the withholding of university funding.
Trump administration officials have characterized their moves as clamping down on hate speech, protecting law enforcement officers and combating discrimination.
In an emailed statement, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson referred to Fonda as "Hanoi Jane" -- a reference to her controversial visit to North Vietnam while campaigning against the Vietnam War, and said she was "free to share whatever bad opinions she wants. As someone who actually knows what it's like to be censored, President Trump is a strong supporter of free speech and Democrat allegations to the contrary are so false, they're laughable."
Jane Fonda is an Oscar winner and longtime political campaigner who has endorsed Democratic presidential candidates and has her own political action committee designed to support candidates with environmentally-friendly policies. She has also been an activist on climate change and been subject to surveillance by law enforcement agencies.
She said in a video posted on social media the response from those wanting to be involved shows "our industry is ready to mobilize and to resist autocracy, to resist attacks on our fundamental freedoms."
"We're artists, we're creatives. Freedom of expression is essential to what we do," she said. "We can't just sit back and let this happen."
"This isn't a creeping totalitarianism, this is fast-moving consolidation of autocracy, and that means we have to move fast," she said.
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What this government shutdown could cost
The longest shutdown in history, which lasted 34 days during President Donald Trump's first term, cost the government about $11 billion.

A sign outside the U.S. Capitol advises visitors about the government shutdown on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-10-02
The federal government officially shut down Wednesday after the Senate didn't pass a measure to extend funding at current levels for seven weeks. While it's too early to know how long this shutdown will last, they always end up costing extra taxpayer money, and the price tag for the most recent one -- during President Donald Trump's first term -- was about $11 billion.
That was also the longest shutdown, stretching for 34 days from December 2018 to January 2019. This time, Democrats and Republicans are deadlocked over extending health care subsidies that otherwise will expire at the end of the year -- with neither side appearing willing to budge.
Vice President JD Vance predicted Wednesday that it would not be "that long" of a shutdown.
"I think you already saw some evidence that moderate Democrats are cracking a little, but they understand the fundamental illogic of this," Vance told reporters at the White House.
Democrats, however, have held firm and rejected a stopgap funding measure from the House GOP on Wednesday, with the same vote breakdown -- 55 to 45 -- as Tuesday night.
Shutdowns in recent history can provide a sense of how much this impasse could cost the United States. Since the 1980s, there have been four shutdowns that have lasted five days or more, racking up extra administrative costs, forcing federal workers to penny-pinch and preventing small businesses from obtaining loans, among other costs.
Furloughed federal employees cannot work during a shutdown, but once a deal is reached, they must be paid back for the time they would have been working. That means the government and American taxpayers still must pay for thousands of days of lost work. In the last decade, for example, over 56,000 years of work productivity were lost during three government shutdowns that spanned more than 50 days cumulatively, according to a Senate report from 2019.
The administrative cost of furloughs and shuttering offices, as well as late fees on interest payments, further harms American coffers. Businesses may also face difficulties getting approved for federal permits, which have previously affected investment and hiring decisions, according to the Congressional Budget Office.
Beyond the financial cost, the Senate reported that a variety of government functions are suspended during shutdowns, including roughly 60,000 Justice Department hearings for non-detained migrants in 2019. Government efforts to screen for the safety of thousands of goods are also limited, including ensuring that children's products don't contain excessive lead.
According to the Congressional Budget Office, about 750,000 employees could be furloughed during this shutdown -- totaling about $400 million in compensation per day. That number could vary, depending on how many employees an agency furloughs over the duration of the shutdown.
Trump administration officials have threatened to use this shutdown as an opportunity to institute mass firings, instead of furloughs, to expand their efforts to drastically cut the federal workforce. Under White House budget director Russell Vought, the Office of Management and Budget advised agencies to "consider notifying their employees of a reduction in force" if their work was no longer funded during the shutdown or was "not consistent with the President's priorities."
Trump discussed the potential layoffs Tuesday at the White House.
"We can do things during the shutdown that are irreversible, that are bad for [Democrats], and irreversible by them, like cutting vast numbers of people out, cutting things that they like, cutting programs that they like," Trump said.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters on Tuesday at the White House. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


According to the Congressional Budget Office, firing federal employees would reduce the daily cost of compensation for furloughed workers -- though their productivity would be lost permanently even after a shutdown ends.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Wednesday that she expected layoffs to begin this week.
As in previous years, some agencies are almost completely shuttered, including the Education, Commerce, Labor and State departments. More than 90 percent of the National Labor Relations Board and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission is being placed on furlough, as is more than 80 percent of NASA -- representing 15,000 people -- planning documents show.
This means administrators can't approve small business loans. The Bureau of Labor Statistics, which moved to "suspend all operations," will not release jobs reports. Many National Parks can't collect fees. And, of course, there are the thousands of hours worked by federal employees planning for a shutdown -- and then catching up after it. The ripple effects of the federal government being unable to perform its daily responsibilities can be felt across the country.

The empty Rotunda of the Capitol building on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Some fundamental government services should continue unchanged -- mail will be delivered, Social Security checks sent out -- because they are not funded through annual laws passed by Congress. However, many employees at the agencies handling those tasks will be working without pay.
Active-duty military personnel are generally required to work during a government shutdown, but are also not paid until the shutdown ends. However, under the Constitution, members of Congress, the Supreme Court, federally appointed judges and the president continue to receive pay as usual during a shutdown.
A shutdown at the end of 2018 that ran through the new year was partial because five of the government's 12 appropriation bills had been funded. Even still, the shutdown over funding Trump's proposed border wall reduced the U.S. gross domestic product by $11 billion, according to the Congressional Budget Office. And $3 billion of that lost money would never be recovered, the office estimated, the equivalent of 0.02 percent of the gross domestic product for 2019.
The Senate estimated that 25,301 years of work were lost in 2019 while federal employees were furloughed for more than a month, which may have limited their spending during the shutdown period, affecting local economies. The Small Business Administration also could not approve loans to small businesses, hurting some in the private sector, too.
"Some of those private-sector entities will never recoup that lost income," the CBO wrote then.
More than 6.5 million days of work were lost during this shutdown over Obamacare, a record high as 850,000 federal employees were furloughed. That resulted in over $2 billion in lost productivity for federal workers, according to estimates by OMB, in addition to $10 million in uncollected fees and penalties from late interest payments. At the time, experts cited by OMB estimated that the shutdown would result in as much as $6 billion in lost output.
The prolonged shutdown also reduced tourism to national parks and monuments, hurting surrounding economies, and delayed almost $4 billion in tax refunds. The Council of Economic Advisers at the time estimated the shutdown and surrounding politics could have led to 120,000 fewer jobs created in the private sector.
Hannah Natanson, Clara Ence Morse, Luis Melgar and Jake Spring contributed to this report.
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How Trump's 2020 election falsehoods are shaping a marquee Georgia race
Warring factions at odds over his failed effort to overturn the outcome are renewing their rivalries in a major midterm contest. 

Former Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan in 2023 in Atlanta. (Alex Slitz/AP)


By Patrick Svitek | 2025-10-02
President Donald Trump's effort to overturn his defeat at the ballot box in 2020 is becoming a stark dividing line in the Georgia governor's race, where Republicans who fractured into warring factions over the failed push in the state are now facing off in a major midterm contest.
Lt. Gov. Burt Jones (R), a top Trump ally in trying to overturn the election, is running with the president's endorsement and attacking his primary rivals as disloyal to Trump. One such opponent, Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R), rebuffed Trump's extraordinary pressure to "find" enough votes to make up his 2020 deficit. Another, Attorney General Chris Carr, opposed a lawsuit challenging the results in Georgia and other states. Former lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan, who also pushed back against Trump and eventually quit the Republican Party, is running as a Democrat and plans to bring up the explosive chapter as he seeks his party's nomination.
"Certainly I'm going to talk about it. It's why I'm here. It's not the only reason, but it's a big reason," Duncan said in an interview. "When your wife gets death threats because you're sitting on TV just telling the truth about an election, that's a problem."
Duncan said the question of how politicians handled the aftermath of the 2020 election in Georgia is a litmus test for "how truthful someone's willing to be."
The results in Georgia could offer a fresh gauge of how voters feel, five years later, about Trump's false election claims and efforts to change the outcome -- all at a time when he and his allies have continued to malign the integrity of the country's voting systems. Polling has consistently shown large majorities of GOP voters in Georgia continue to believe the 2020 election was fraudulent, according to University of Georgia pollster Trey Hood. That poses a renewed challenge for Raffensperger and Carr, who both survived Trump-backed primary challenges in 2022.
"It's just baked in," Hood said. "If you thought there was fraud back in 2020, you're going to think that for the rest of your life pretty much."
No battleground state was more central to Trump's efforts to subvert the 2020 election than Georgia. He demanded the state's leaders take unprecedented steps to change the outcome, asking Raffensperger in an infamous January 2021 call to "find" 11,780 votes to do so. Trump and 18 associates were later criminally charged in Georgia over their scheming to reverse his loss, a case that remains pending for the president but is mired in uncertainty after the removal of top prosecutor Fani T. Willis.
The governor's seat is open because the GOP incumbent, Brian Kemp, is term-limited. Kemp was among the Georgia GOP leaders who clashed with Trump after the 2020 election, though they have since appeared to repair their relationship. Democrats, who have not won the Governor's Mansion in 27 years, see a plum opportunity to flip control next year.

President Donald Trump campaigns with Georgia Lt. Gov. Burt Jones in 2024 in Zebulon, Georgia. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump is also watching the race. He praised Jones's loyalty in his August social media post endorsing Jones, saying he has seen Jones "tested at the most difficult levels and times."
Jones, a state senator in 2020, was one of 16 alternate Trump electors who unsuccessfully sought to derail the certification of the results in Georgia. He also joined calls for a special legislative session to overturn the election. A special prosecutor probed his efforts to help Trump reverse the outcome but declined to bring charges.
Trump sought revenge in the 2022 primary against Georgia Republicans who crossed him, backing challengers to Kemp, Raffensperger and Carr. None prevailed, though Raffensperger's opponent, Rep. Jody Hice, came close to forcing a runoff.
Republican strategists predicted that Trump's endorsement would matter more in the governor's race. He is now the sitting president again, and there is no incumbent in the contest.

Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger speaks to reporters in 2022 at the State Capitol Building in Atlanta. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Raffensperger's campaign did not respond to requests for this story, but his launch video offered a window into his strategy, opening with a narrator declaring Raffensperger "fought the liberals and won," invoking his defense of the law that Georgia passed after the 2020 election to tighten voting rules. While he did not specifically mention the internal GOP fight over the 2020 election, he appeared to nod to voters who may appreciate that he split with his party, saying he will "always do the right thing for Georgia -- no matter what."
Raffensperger will attract moderate Republicans in the primary, said Deanna Harris, a Republican strategist who is neutral in the race, but she expressed doubt that would be enough to win. She predicted Trump's supporters would "be more fired up to come out and vote against him."
"That will be a big hurdle for him, to figure out where his primary voters are," she said.
Carr, who publicly disagreed with Texas's lawsuit challenging the 2020 results in Georgia and three other states, also resigned as chairman of the Republican Attorneys General Association after it paid for robocalls urging Trump's supporters to "stop the steal" ahead of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Now, he is pitching himself as the most electable Republican.

Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr in 2022 in Gwinnett, Georgia. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)


"Chris Carr is the only candidate who can win the primary and general elections," Carr campaign spokeswoman Julia Mazzone said in a statement. "Others in this race seem hyper-focused on a losing message from 2022."
Carr defeated his Trump-backed challenger in 2022 by a nearly 3-to-1 margin, turning in a stronger performance than Raffensperger and Jones did as they sought renomination by the GOP at the same time.
Jones has branded Carr and Raffensperger as "Team Never Trump" and released a video after their campaign announcements that reminded voters how Trump criticized both after the 2020 election. "Brad Raffensperger -- when Trump needed his help, Raffensperger turned his back time and time again," a narrator says in the video.
As for the Democrats, Duncan joined a field that already included former Atlanta mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms and former state senator Jason Esteves. Both responded critically to his entrance, highlighting his support for the state's six-week abortion ban when he was lieutenant governor. He reversed himself in a podcast interview released the same day he launched his campaign for governor, saying of his record on abortion, "I got it wrong."
Duncan wants skeptical Democrats to focus on his electability.
"I'm a guy who shows up in November of '26, able to get Democrats, independents and disgusted Republicans to show up and vote, and that to me is the pathway to victory," he said.

Duncan in 2024 at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


Duncan's political transformation has been building for years. He campaigned for the Democratic presidential ticket last year, including by speaking at the party's national convention, which prompted the Georgia GOP to expel him.
He formalized his party switch in an August newspaper op-ed, saying he had reached a tipping point with the GOP.
In Jones, Duncan could face the Republican who succeeded him as lieutenant governor after he decided to not seek reelection in 2022. They clashed after the 2020 election, when Duncan stripped Jones, then a state senator, of a committee chairmanship over his involvement in Trump's plot to overturn the election.
In an interview, Esteves pitched himself as a far more reliable Democrat on core party issues but suggested Duncan's handling of the 2020 election fallout should be scrutinized too.
"[Voters] want to move on, but they're also not going to reward someone who chose to give up his leadership ... to a fake elector," Esteves said. "Now Geoff Duncan is saying that guy shouldn't be governor. The irony of it."
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Politics
Democrats are putting money into solidly red Mississippi. Here's why. 
The DNC is investing in low-profile state races there as the South is on track to wield more power in future elections. Will it work?

Early-morning voters line up to cast their ballots at a precinct in North Jackson, Mississippi in 2024. (Rogelio V. Solis/AP)


By Hannah Knowles | 2025-10-02
The Democratic National Committee is investing in low-profile state legislative races in ruby red Mississippi as the party tries to make inroads in the South -- a Republican-dominated region expected to wield more power in future elections.
Bracing for population shifts that would diminish the states they have typically relied on in the battles for Congress and the White House, some Democrats are trying to expand the party's footprint in areas they have largely ceded to the GOP, a gambit they hope will pay off over time.
Mississippi is an unlikely place for Democrats to win back power any time soon: Republicans control the state government and hold all but one of its seats in Congress. But Democratic leaders say they need to start building up their presence in red states to remain competitive after the 2030 Census.
Analysts expect the South to gain representation in states such as Texas, Florida and North Carolina, while blue strongholds such as New York and California shrink, shifting the balance of power in Congress and complicating Democrats' path to victory in the electoral college.
Although Mississippi -- where Trump won about 62 percent of the vote last year -- is not one of the Southern states projected to gain representation by 2030, the DNC is still interested in improving Democrats' performance there. They are buoyed by an unusually competitive governor's race in 2023 and other special elections around the country this year where the party has outperformed their 2024 numbers. Simply showing up more in Southern states where their presence has been limited in recent years is an important first step, Democratic officials said.
"The DNC, presidential candidates, everybody is abundantly aware of the threat of this kind of major population shift," said Chip Forrester, a deputy finance chair for the DNC and former chair of the state party in Tennessee. "The question is how do we as Democrats, particularly in the South, respond to it."
The DNC said this week that it will put a six-figure sum into Mississippi ahead of state legislative races set for Nov. 4, focusing on organizing on-the-ground. Mississippi is holding special elections for more than a dozen state legislative seats after federal judges ruled that a previous map diluted the power of Black voters and ran afoul of civil rights law.
Republicans hold a 79-39 majority in the state House and a 36-14 majority in the state Senate. That advantage means the GOP controls redistricting.
The DNC's spending offers one snapshot of the committee's strategy under its chairman Ken Martin: put more money into places where Democrats may not see dividends for years.
"At this DNC, we aren't simply focused on battleground states or one single election cycle," Martin said in a statement. "We can chew gum while we walk, and that means building for both the short and long term by creating new opportunities for Democrats to win elections everywhere."
Martin, who was elected chair this year, has been unusually focused on increasing the party's attention to red areas. He recently campaigned in a Georgia special election where the Democrat made some gains in a district President Donald Trump won easily in 2024, and has raised the DNC's monthly commitments to state parties, including in GOP territory, even as the party struggles to keep up with its Republican counterpart in the cash race. Martin has faced criticism early in his tenure, with some Democrats openly questioning the DNC's direction with him at the helm.
A DNC prospectus for donors earlier this year emphasized the party's need to compete in more places. Reapportionment after the census could make it harder for Democrats to win the House and shift the electoral college to the point that Democrats' "blue wall" of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin is no longer enough to win the presidency.
"Projected demographic shifts show 40 percent of Americans will live in the South by the year 2030, with subsequent reapportionment moving 12 electoral votes from traditionally blue states and districts to red ones," the prospectus said. "To be competitive in 2032 and beyond, the work begins now to build new coalitions by investing in state parties, staff training, and permanent campaign infrastructure."
Some Republicans have dismissed Democratic efforts to compete more on their turf as a waste of money. Yet some Democrats see signs of hope -- even in recent defeats.
In Mississippi, the 2023 Democratic nominee for governor -- a former mayor and cousin of Elvis Presley -- came within about three percentage points of the Republican incumbent, Tate Reeves. It was the closest governor's race in the state since 1999. Reeves faced scrutiny over a major fraud scandal involving public welfare funds.
Martin has recounted discussing the race with the Democratic candidate, Brandon Presley. Presley lamented that "years of indifference" toward Mississippi from national Democrats had "led to this moment where I am on the verge ... yet there is no infrastructure on the job to help me," Martin said in an interview earlier this year.
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Politics
Kash Patel ends FBI partnership with the Anti-Defamation League
The FBI director's move follows conservative backlash against the ADL, which had described Charlie Kirk's Turning Point USA as a platform for extremists.

FBI Director Kash Patel answers questions during a Senate Judiciary Committee oversight hearing in Washington, Sept. 16. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Andrew Jeong | 2025-10-02
FBI Director Kash Patel said Wednesday he had cut the FBI's ties with the Anti-Defamation League, a leading Jewish civil rights group that has partnered with law enforcement agencies for decades to educate authorities on extremism and antisemitism.
The Washington Post couldn't immediately verify what had motivated the move. But Patel's decision comes as the ADL has been the target of conservative ire in recent days.
Patel said the ADL had served as a "political front" and spied on Americans. Patel also denounced the FBI's previous involvement with the ADL, which was supported by former FBI director James B. Comey.
"James B. Comey wrote 'love letters' to the ADL and embedded FBI agents with them -- a group that ran disgraceful ops spying on Americans. That era is OVER," Patel wrote on social media, apparently referring to Comey's 2014 speech that praised the ADL for its work against hate groups and extremism.
Comey said in the speech that the ADL's work on "anti-Semitism to voting rights and immigration issues ... from gender and LGBT equality to anti-Muslim prejudice," was laudable. "If this sounds a bit like a love letter to the ADL, it is," Comey also said.
The FBI has worked with the ADL on civil rights and hate crime training for state and local law enforcement agencies. Some training courses conducted with the ADL, such as the Law Enforcement and Society workshop, which "examine[s] the history of the Holocaust, the role of police under the Nazis, and the implications of the Holocaust for law enforcement today," were mandatory for new agents. The FBI also created a hate crimes manual with the ADL, according to Comey's 2014 remarks.
The FBI could not be reached for comment late Wednesday.
Patel's announcement comes in the wake of heightened conservative criticism against the ADL and Comey, a political foe of President Donald Trump. Comey was indicted last week on allegations that he lied to Congress. The indictment was delivered over the objections of career prosecutors who insisted there was insufficient evidence.
The ADL has been targeted by conservatives online after the shooting death of conservative activist Charlie Kirk. The ADL had listed Kirk's youth group Turning Point USA on its now-closed glossary of extremism. In it, the ADL described TPUSA as a right-wing student organization that provided a "platform for extremists and far-right conspiracy theorists."
The ADL's "Glossary of Extremism," which contained more than 1,000 entries, was abruptly shut down this week. The ADL said that it had noticed that "an increasing number of entries in the Glossary were outdated," and that some entries were being "intentionally misrepresented and misused."
Elon Musk, one of the most prominent figures to target the ADL in the wake of Kirk's murder, said on social media that the "FBI was taking their 'hate group' definitions from ADL, which is why FBI was investigating Charlie Kirk & Turning Point, instead of his murderers." Musk later said the ADL "absolutely needs a major overhaul."
The ADL could not be reached for comment. But the group said in a statement that it had seen Patel's announcement and that it had "deep respect for the Federal Bureau of Investigation and law enforcement officers at all levels across the country who work tirelessly every single day to protect all Americans regardless of their ancestry, religion, ethnicity, faith, political affiliation or any other point of difference."
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Politics
Health care is key for Democrats in shutdown fight. Here's what to know.
Democrats were seeking to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies. Republicans falsely claimed Democrats wanted to give undocumented immigrants full health benefits.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) speaks Tuesday on Capitol Hill. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Niha Masih, Bart Schaneman, Mariana Alfaro | 2025-10-01
The federal government shut down early Wednesday following an acrimonious deadlock in Congress over spending in which Democrats have sought to put a spotlight on health care subsidies and who is eligible to receive coverage.
Senate Democrats rejected a Republican-led proposal that would have extended funding at current levels until Nov. 21, voting nearly along party lines. The shutdown is the first since January 2019, when President Donald Trump was previously in office.
Democrats had said they could not support a GOP-led funding extension until Republicans agreed to certain concessions on health care policy, primarily the continuation of pandemic-era Affordable Care Act subsidies that were set to expire by the end of the year.
Republicans countered those demands by falsely claiming that Democrats were trying to force the government to provide full health care benefits to undocumented immigrants.
Trump's sweeping tax and immigration bill, which was passed in July, rolled back significant portions of the Affordable Care Act, popularly known as Obamacare, and Democrats had called for at least some of the cuts to President Barack Obama's signature law to be reversed.
Here's what to know.
House and Senate Democrats argue that Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill will increase health care costs for Americans, and they said they would use what leverage they have in the upper chamber to try to secure changes to provide relief for those affected.
In a meeting Monday with Trump, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) raised some key requests, including the extension of subsidies for those with insurance through the ACA marketplace that have been in place since the pandemic. They asked for those requests to be included in the funding bill and a guarantee from the White House not to unilaterally cut health care funding later.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) speaks to journalists on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Republicans, meanwhile, have said they are willing to negotiate on the ACA subsidy extension only when the government is open again. Moderates have pushed for the extension, but the more conservative members have vowed to block it, leaving the party split on the matter.
The impact of not extending the tax credits will probably be felt widely: With the expiration of enhanced tax credits, ACA marketplace consumers' out-of-pocket premiums will increase more than 75 percent on average, an analysis by health policy group KFF found. Separately, KFF found that insurers' median proposed premium increase for 2026 to be about 18 percent, more than double last year's median proposed increase of 7 percent.
Without an extension of the ACA subsidies, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates that about 4 million people could lose insurance coverage over the next decade.
Republican leaders have falsely repeated the claim that Democratic lawmakers are trying to force the government to offer full health care benefits to undocumented immigrants.
"The Democrats want Illegal Aliens, many of them VIOLENT CRIMINALS, to receive FREE Healthcare," Trump said last week in a post on Truth Social. He added, "We cannot let this happen!"
Vice President JD Vance echoed that, saying on X on Sept. 25 that "Democrats are about to shutdown the government because they demand we fund healthcare for illegal aliens." An X post from the Senate Republicans account showed an illustration of a ransom note with a list of purported "Democrat Demands," including  "Give illegal aliens free healthcare."

President Donald Trump returns to the White House on Tuesday from Quantico, Virginia. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Undocumented immigrants, as well as many legal immigrants, are already ineligible for most federal benefits.
According to HealthCare.gov, U.S. citizens, U.S. nationals and lawfully present immigrants are eligible for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace.
The website states: "Undocumented immigrants can't get Marketplace health coverage. They may apply for coverage on behalf of documented individuals."
On Tuesday, Schumer accused Republicans of lying to the public by repeating their claim that undocumented immigrants have access to federally funded health care.
"Republicans know perfectly well that undocumented immigrants are already prohibited ... from getting insurance on ACA, Medicare or Medicaid," Schumer told reporters in the Capitol. "They know perfectly well not a single sentence or clause or comma that we're pushing in our bill does that, but they're lying, because they know they're screwed."
Republicans and the White House, however, have taken up issue with Emergency Medicaid -- a federal program that reimburses hospitals nationwide for emergency care provided to uninsured people who don't qualify for Medicaid because of their immigration status. But that program does not provide coverage for individuals.
Under the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, emergency rooms are obligated to treat everyone, including undocumented immigrants. If an undocumented immigrant is unable to pay an emergency room bill, hospitals are left with the debt, and Emergency Medicaid covers that expense for hospitals.
On Wednesday, Vance made clear that Republicans want to change that.
"If you're an American citizen, and you've been to a hospital in the last few years, you've probably noticed that wait times are especially large, and very often somebody who's there in the emergency room waiting is an illegal alien," Vance told reporters at the White House. "... Why do those people get health care benefits at hospitals paid for by American citizens?"
However, according to KFF, Emergency Medicaid spending represented less than 1 percent of overall Medicaid spending between fiscal years 2017 and 2023. As KFF experts explained in an analysis, without Emergency Medicaid, hospitals or state governments would be left with the costs of emergency care.
Republicans have also taken issue with some state budgets funding health care for all immigrants, regardless of their legal status. Fourteen states plus D.C. offer state-funded coverage for all children, regardless of status, and seven states -- including California, Illinois, New York, Oregon -- plus D.C. have expanded state-funded coverage to some income-eligible adults, regardless of their immigration status. Three of these states, however, began scaling back their coverage of immigrants because of budget constraints.
Last month, Democrats presented their own government funding extension plan, ahead of the shutdown deadline. In a statement announcing the plan, Schumer said: "The legislation would address the healthcare crisis that President Trump and Republican lawmakers have single-handedly created by reversing the catastrophic healthcare cuts that would kick millions off their coverage and permanently extend the premium ACA tax credits."
Their proposed plan sought to make the ACA subsidies permanent and reverse the $1 trillion in Medicaid cuts in Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill.
The proposal to make ACA subsidies permanent would increase the deficit by almost $350 billion in the next decade and increase the number of people insured by 3.8 million, a Congressional Budget Office analysis concluded.
Republicans attacked the Democrats over their proposal -- which also included language to increase oversight of administration spending authorized by Congress and return millions of dollars to public broadcasting -- describing it as a "$1.5 trillion ransom note to taxpayers."
They also cast the shutdown as a deliberate ploy by the Democrats.
Larry Levitt, executive vice president for health policy at KFF, noted in a Wednesday post on X that Democrats are "pushing to reverse Medicaid and ACA cuts."
"Contrary to Republican talking points, that would not in any way expand health care eligibility for undocumented immigrants," he said.
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Congressional Democrats embrace government shutdown, a risky move
House Democrats gave Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries a standing ovation in a caucus meeting Monday evening, praising his feisty posture toward Donald Trump.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (New York) delivers remarks with fellow House Democrats during a rally on the House steps on Tuesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin | 2025-10-01
Congressional Democrats find themselves in an unusual position these days: cheering on a government shutdown.
The party, known for its pro-government posture and defense of the federal workforce, has rallied around a strategy of refusing to fund the government unless GOP leaders grant concessions on health care spending. Even some of the normally staid moderates in Congress are echoing the hardball rhetoric of the Democratic leadership, presenting a rare unified front after months of infighting.
"The Republican health care crisis is immoral in nature, and Democrats are fighting hard to reverse it," House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said during a news conference Wednesday. "Cruelty is the point when it comes to the Republican Party."
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) has held a similar position, saying on the Senate floor Wednesday that "Republicans tried to bully" Democrats into supporting their proposal but that they still have not worked to earn at least seven Democratic votes.
It's a remarkable shift for Senate Democrats in particular, who six months ago couldn't agree whether to stand in the way of another potential shutdown. In March, Schumer decided it was riskier to allow Trump and Elon Musk, then the head of the U.S. DOGE Service, even more leeway to drastically slash government programs and benefits. He counseled Democrats to keep the government funded, and the base has never forgiven him.
Still, there were some signs on Wednesday that more moderate Senate Democrats are seeking a way out of the impasse. A large bipartisan group of senators discussed a path forward on the Senate floor, with some Democrats floating a shorter-term funding bill to reopen the government while continuing health care negotiations. Those talks are very preliminary, however, and many Democrats across the Capitol say they fear they can't trust a handshake deal with congressional Republicans and President Donald Trump.
"Is a deal really a deal?" Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) said Democrats are asking. "If we do a deal, will everybody abide by it, including [Trump]?"
To keep the pressure on, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) plans to force daily votes on the bill to reopen the government, betting that pressure will mount on more moderate Democrats to back off their demands as the pain of a shutdown mounts. Three Senate Democrats voted again on Wednesday for the GOP plan to fund the government, and just five more would need to defect for that bill to pass.
But Democrats do not appear to be backing down. Many have largely united around demanding an extension of subsidies for the Affordable Care Act, which expire at the end of this year, and a reversal of cuts to Medicaid enacted as part of Trump's tax-and-immigration bill.

A television is seen near the door to House Speaker Mike Johnson's office on Tuesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"I'm hoping that people don't die because Republicans and Donald Trump are shutting down this damn government," said Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada), a moderate swing-state senator who is not known for using strong language. Rosen said Trump is a "baby" who won't negotiate or listen.
"We've watched President Trump do what he's doing to this country," Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) said when asked to explain why Senate Democrats are open to allowing funding to lapse this time around.
The Democratic strategy to lean into the shutdown is not without considerable risks. No one knows how long the shutdown will last, or which political party will ultimately shoulder the blame for the break in government programs. The Trump administration has threatened to fire even more federal workers, which could hurt Democrats' policy goals. And the position is a break with past Democratic arguments that permitting a shutdown is practicing irresponsible politics.
"They got their base breathing down their neck about standing up to Trump," said Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina). Graham said he knows "how this movie ends," having lived through a 2018 GOP-spurred shutdown where his party hoped voters would rally around their demand for a border wall. "This will be a gigantic flop."
Senate and House Democrats are also aware that Office of Management and Budget Director Russell Vought could make good on his threat to begin firing federal workers as soon as Wednesday, which could inflict political pain. On Wednesday, Vought announced he was freezing $18 billion in infrastructure funds to New York City -- interpreted as a shot at Schumer and Jeffries -- as well as canceling another $8 billion in green energy spending that affects 16 blue states.
Vought also announced on a call with House Republicans that firings of federal workers would come over the next couple of days, and that funding for a nutritional program for low-income women, infants and children would expire next week, according to three people on the call, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to relay a private discussion.
"This is clear political retribution," said Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York). "We actually have an obligation to resist. We have an obligation to not comply and participate in this corruption, because by participating in it and by bowing to it, we enable it."
Many Democrats believe these firings would be deeply unpopular, given polling on earlier Trump administration layoffs, and would turn voters against Republicans, not Democrats, according to multiple people familiar with internal caucus discussions across the Capitol. Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-California) went further, to suggest that laid-off infrastructure workers who commute into New York from New Jersey for construction projects could affect the New Jersey gubernatorial election next month.
Senators representing states with many federal workers who could be affected by Trump's threat to fire "a lot" of them in a shutdown have also projected confidence.
"I hear from federal workers and they've been on a slow shutdown firing since the beginning of this administration," said Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), a centrist whose state is home to thousands of federal workers. "They want us to push back."

House Speaker Mike Johnson and other Republican leaders from the House and Senate blamed the shutdown on Democrats at a news conference on Wednesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine), the one Democrat who last month voted with House Republicans to keep the government open, blamed his leadership Wednesday for listening to "far-left groups" who are demanding Democrats "put on a show of their opposition to President Trump."
"The shutdown is hurting Americans and our economy, and the irony is it has only handed more power to the president," he said.
Republicans are flabbergasted by the Democratic position. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) have offered a relatively straightforward continuing resolution funding the government for the next seven weeks that also includes more money for lawmakers' safety following the assassination of Charlie Kirk.
"Our Democrat colleagues in the House have been around here the last few days, flailing around celebrating the fact that they voted to shut down the government," Thune told reporters Wednesday. "How ironic."
Notably, Republican leaders have said they are open to negotiating an extension of the ACA subsidies after the government is funded. Democrats do not trust their Republican counterparts to keep that promise. "We think when they say 'later,' they mean 'never,'" Schumer said Monday after the White House meeting with Trump. "We have to do it now."
Democrats are far less divided than they were about six months ago when Schumer gathered enough votes in the Senate to keep the government running, despite all House Democrats but one voting against the funding measure. Schumer faced stinging critiques from Democratic figures including Jeffries and former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California) -- as well as base voters -- for failing to use his leverage at the time to extract a concession from GOP leaders and Trump in exchange for Democratic votes.
This time has been different. Jeffries and Schumer hammered out a joint strategy early on and have been in constant communication. Republican passage of a tax-and-immigration bill that slashed Medicaid inspired them to demand the GOP move their way on health care. The Democratic leaders have shared internal polling over the past month that consistently showed that voters would blame Trump for the shutdown, Schumer said Tuesday afternoon.
Public polling has shown that voters trust Republicans over Democrats to handle many policy issues but trust Democrats more on health care. A New York Times poll released Tuesday showed independent voters were also twice as likely to blame Trump for a shutdown -- but overall, respondents were equally likely to blame both parties for the impasse.
Jeffries said to his caucus in a closed-door meeting last month that the funding fight would center on health care, a pitch that received notable pushback from Democrats who wanted the argument to extend beyond the issue. Jeffries stayed on point, retorting that if Democrats were "going to lean into the [funding] fight, we need to win the fight," according to multiple people in attendance. Confidence grew among House Democrats that Schumer would stay the course after Schumer and Jeffries held a joint news conference later that week.
Democrats' resolve only hardened to hold the line after Trump posted a fake video Monday evening of Schumer and Jeffries at a news conference outside the White House following an unsuccessful meeting earlier in the day. The racist post featured Schumer saying things about benefits for immigrants that he hadn't actually said and Jeffries wearing a sombrero he hadn't actually been wearing.
"Group chats were on fire after Trump posted that video. He's not taking this seriously, and it only emboldened us, including some of us moderates, to hold the line," one House Democrat said, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to openly discuss private conversation among colleagues.
"The world has changed" since March, Schumer said on the Senate floor Tuesday, citing the GOP's tax cut bill that slashed Medicaid funding, as well as the administration's moves to cancel congressional spending. "Not once was there any bipartisan discussion or talk on this bill."
Asked Wednesday whether he was confident Schumer could hold his caucus together to avoid voting for a funding bill that does not address extending the ACA subsidies, Jeffries simply replied, "Yes."

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) speaks to reporters on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Republicans believe they hold the upper hand because they are offering a relatively straightforward funding measure to give lawmakers time to complete the appropriations process. But House GOP leaders instructed members in a conference call Monday to avoid wading into health care, citing polling that shows their messaging resonates only if they steer clear of that issue. Leaders also told Republicans to remain engaged, including by flooding local and national airwaves in interviews by pointing to Democrats previously criticizing shutdowns as they try to control the narrative.
On Wednesday morning, House Republicans kept their pledge to attack Democrats with their campaign arm, the National Republican Congressional Committee, launching ads targeting 25 vulnerable House Democrats in their districts.
"Democrats in Congress have dragged our country into another reckless shutdown to satisfy their far-left base. That is the truth," Johnson said Wednesday morning.
Mariana Alfaro, Kadia Goba and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Trump administration seeks to exert control over government shutdown
Officials canceled projects in Democratic states, posted partisan messages on government websites and warned that federal layoffs will begin soon.

The federal government shut down at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday after Congress deadlocked over how to extend spending. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, Riley Beggin, Hannah Natanson, Olivia George | 2025-10-02
The Trump administration began to exert its power over the government shutdown Wednesday, blaming Democrats for imminent layoffs of federal workers, tying up infrastructure projects in blue states, and posting partisan messages on government websites that deflected blame for the stoppage in crucial federal services.
Most federal government functions were halted after funding ran out and Congress deadlocked over how to extend spending laws.
Vice President JD Vance said that officials were "going to have to lay some people off" during a prolonged shutdown to prioritize funding for essential services, though the size of the federal workforce is unrelated to the country's financial health during a lapse in funding.
Senate Democrats on Tuesday blocked a Republican bill that would have extended federal resources for seven weeks. Republicans in the chamber blocked a Democratic bill that would have done the same while also extending subsidies for health insurance coverage. The GOP bill failed again in a Wednesday vote. Congress will be off Thursday for Yom Kippur, the Jewish day of atonement.
The two sides, and the White House, have dug in.
"Donald Trump and Republicans have barreled us into a shutdown because they refuse to protect Americans' health care," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said on the floor of the chamber.
Vance, speaking from the White House press briefing room, shot back that Democrats were holding government services "hostage" to achieve unrelated policy goals, which he falsely said mostly centered on providing health care to undocumented immigrants, who are ineligible for federal benefits. But he and GOP lawmakers did indicate that they'd be willing to talk about extending Affordable Care Act subsidies set to expire at year's end -- if the government was funded.
"Let's fix America's problems. Let's work together to solve them. But let's reopen the government before we have our negotiation about health care policy," Vance said Wednesday.

Vice President JD Vance speaks to reporters Wednesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The lapse in financing means that government functions such as small-business loan services, national park operations and job training for veterans will stop until lawmakers approve more money. Federal work vital to national security will continue, though employees, including many service members and law enforcement officers, will go unpaid.
Vance said the Trump administration will fire federal workers to "do a little triage to make sure the most critical and most essential services are provided." In actuality, in a shutdown, the president and White House budget office determine which federal activities continue based on national security and if parts of the government have money left over from other funding sources.
In a call with House Republicans, White House budget director Russell Vought said that new federal layoffs will begin within a "few days," according to three people on the call, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private conversation. Vought also cautioned lawmakers that the anti-hunger program for women, infants and children, known as WIC, will run out of money next week.
Trump had indicated Tuesday that he would leverage the shutdown to inflict pain on programs and workers that Democrats prioritize. On Wednesday, Vought said the administration will use the shutdown to block funding from infrastructure projects in states run by Democrats.
The administration announced it will withhold roughly $18 billion in federal funds from two major New York transportation projects, the Second Avenue subway and the Hudson Tunnel to New Jersey, until they can be further reviewed for alleged discriminatory practices. The move appeared designed to pressure Schumer; the Transportation Department said the pause came because the staff reviewing the projects had been furloughed.
Vought also later announced the cancellation of $8 billion in green energy projects in states with Democratic senators.
Democrats sharply criticized those moves.
"Cruelty is the point when it comes to the Republican Party," House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) told reporters.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) at a news conference Wednesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


There were some signs, however faint, that lawmakers were trying to break the deadlock. A group of nearly 20 senators from both parties discussed possible options to end the shutdown in an informal meeting on the Senate floor midmorning. Those senators "are trying to find a good faith way to move forward, to get the ACA tax credits that we want and also some of the appropriations that they're asking for," said Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), who was part of the conversation. "But we have a trust issue, obviously, with the House and what they're going to do."
The shutdown is the first since January 2019 and the fourth of Trump's two terms. This time, White House officials have signaled plans to use the agency closings as a way to vastly reshape the federal government and consolidate power under the presidency.
Federal workers began trickling into their offices Wednesday morning, many awaiting instructions as to what they were supposed to be doing. Some had been deemed excepted and told to keep working, some were only showing up to collect their things before going on furlough, and some weren't clear on their status, according to interviews with more than three dozen employees dotted throughout the government.
At the State Department, some former employees who lost their jobs in July layoffs were mistakenly sent shutdown messages -- delivered to their personal email accounts -- telling them that they were furloughed or that they were required to report to the office as an essential worker.
"You must report to work on your next regularly scheduled workday," read one such message sent to a former staffer and obtained by The Washington Post. "We appreciate your understanding in this matter."
There was some confusion among workers Wednesday as they showed up at offices and prepared to stay away -- or work unpaid -- until the standoff is resolved.
One Federal Aviation Administration staffer, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal, said he was told only that his agency remained funded through Friday to facilitate an "orderly shutdown." But he said he had no idea what might happen after that. He arrived in the office Wednesday morning to close out everything he was working on, he said, and conferred with bewildered colleagues.
"I was just in the cafeteria to get coffee and it's equal parts 'What are we doing here?' and 'When do we find out if we're being furloughed, fired or laid off?'" the FAA employee said. He added that everyone is expecting to get laid off in line with warnings from the administration. "We're all just waiting ... we're all so demoralized."
Some agencies pushed partisan messaging about the shutdown, as they had as the deadline neared Tuesday. Ethics experts warned that such moves might violate the Hatch Act, which bars most civil service employees in the executive branch from engaging in political advocacy or activity. The Justice Department and the Department of Housing and Urban Development updated their websites to say that Democrats had forced the closure, as did the U.S. Forest Service.
"The Radical Left Democrats shutdown the government," the Forest Service site announced. "This government website will be updated periodically during the funding lapse for mission critical functions. President Trump has made it clear he wants to keep the government open and support those who feed, fuel, and clothe the American people."
In the District, officials worried that the city's already battered economy is poised to take another hit. The tourism marketing organization has relaunched its "DC is Open" campaign -- trying to amplify the message that despite the shutdown, the nation's capital remains open to visitors.
Destination DC -- which debuted the campaign during an October 2013 shutdown -- has compiled an online list of open museums, music venues and other attractions, plus an FAQ. All free Smithsonian museums, including the National Zoo, remain open through at least Monday because of leftover funding from previous years.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters after disembarking Marine One on Tuesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The shutdown was the culmination of a struggle between the White House and Congress that has built all year. Trump has claimed sweeping power over government spending, disrupting congressional negotiations over funding for the fiscal year that began Wednesday. Trump has tried to block spending already written into law, angering Democrats and some Republicans, who say he's usurping authority that the legislative branch has under the Constitution. The Government Accountability Office, an independent arm of Congress, has ruled several times this year that Trump is illegally holding back funds, a maneuver known as impoundment.
The tension dates to Trump's first term, when his refusal to release congressionally approved security assistance funding for Ukraine helped spark a House impeachment, though he was acquitted in the Senate.
Trump and Vought, a leading booster of the executive's impoundment power, have been bolder in Trump's second term, challenging Congress with what are known as "pocket rescissions," which block agencies from spending money at the end of the fiscal year, even if lawmakers reauthorize the funds. Some of those moves have been subject to litigation.

If you're watching this, the government is shut down. Reporter Jacob Bogage breaks down what services are open and closed during the shutdown.


When issuing instructions for how to prepare for and emerge from the shutdown, OMB has told agencies to rely on Trump's budget, an aspirational document that does not carry the force of law, rather than funding laws already in force.
In a shutdown, the White House has broad latitude to determine which federal offices remain open and which are sidelined.
The IRS, for example, is generally considered nonessential during shutdowns; the Trump administration opted to keep it open, running on money from President Joe Biden and Democrats' 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, which included tens of billions of dollars to revamp IRS technology and taxpayer services -- spending that Republicans had sought to cancel.
Trump's military deployments to major American cities are expected to continue, as will his immigration crackdown and deportations. The military and law enforcement are generally considered essential, but besides that, both the Pentagon and the Department of Homeland Security received additional money in Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, which could provide even more flexibility.
Most big social benefit programs, which drive the vast majority of federal spending, will remain open during a shutdown. Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid are funded through separate tax receipts, rather than annual appropriations. Mail delivery will also continue; the U.S. Postal Service is generally funded through the sale of postage.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (Louisiana) with fellow Republican leaders Wednesday outside the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


But broad swaths of the federal government will close. Most of the Labor Department, including the Veterans' Employment and Training Service and Bureau of Labor Statistics, which collects and publishes data about the U.S. economy, will shutter.
National parks with accessible areas -- including roads, trails and open-air memorials -- will generally remain open, while anything with a door or a gate that can be secured will close, including buildings and parking lots, according to an internal National Park Service message to staff reviewed by The Post.
That means places such as the interior of the Washington Monument or museums at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park in West Virginia will probably close, while major parks such as Yellowstone in Wyoming or Zion in Utah will still largely be accessible. Parks can use income from fees collected from visitors to maintain minimum services such as trash collection, campground operations and restroom cleanup at sites that remain open, according to the message sent to staff from National Park Service acting director Jessica Bowron. (Interior Department and National Park Service officials did not return a request for comment.)
Practically all federal research activities will stop, along with certain public health work at the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Most activities at the Environmental Protection Agency, including environmental inspections, will cease.
So will visitor access to the National Zoo in Washington, when its existing funding runs out. Employees will continue to care for the animals housed there.
Lori Aratani, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer, Paul Kane, Kadia Goba, Liz Goodwin, Rachel Siegel and Jake Spring contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/10/01/government-shutdown-deadline-congress-funding/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Courts & Law
Supreme Court allows Lisa Cook to remain on Fed board for now
The Supreme Court ruling means Cook can remain on the Fed board at least until January, when the court will hear the case. Trump has pushed to remove her.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell, left, talks with governor Lisa Cook at the Federal Reserve in Washington in June. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Justin Jouvenal, Andrew Ackerman | 2025-10-02
The Supreme Court on Wednesday ruled that Federal Reserve governor Lisa Cook can remain in her job for now and announced it will take up a high-stakes case over President Donald Trump's attempt to remove her from the central bank.
The court will hear arguments in the case in January, and its temporary ruling will last at least until then. Lower courts allowed Cook to keep her position. The Trump administration had asked the high court to overturn those decisions and allow Trump to remove Cook immediately.
The high court's decision to hear the case sets up a showdown over the independence of the central bank, which sets interest rates and is tasked with taming inflation. The case could have major ramifications for businesses and consumers.
The provisional ruling to allow Cook to keep her job signals hesitation from at least some of the justices regarding the president's aggressive campaign to oust Cook and gain tighter control over the Fed. Her removal would have required affirmative votes from at least five of the nine justices.
Columbia law professor Lev Menand called the court's move "quite consequential," even though the justices offered no detailed reasoning to explain their two-sentence order. By delaying a ruling on the administration's request, the justices handed Cook a win.
"It's not a definitive victory," he said. "It just buys Lisa Cook a significant amount of additional time in office, contrary to the president's wishes to displace her."
Menand joined other academics in a friend-of-the-court brief supporting Cook, arguing that allowing the president to immediately dismiss the Fed governor could undermine central bank independence.
The ruling contrasted with others this year by the Supreme Court. In a string of victories for the administration, the conservative supermajority has allowed Trump to fire -- at least temporarily -- board members at a handful of agencies Congress set up to have some independence from the president, including the Federal Trade Commission and the National Labor Relations Board.
But the court also signaled in one of those rulings that it considers the Fed fundamentally different from other agencies and that the president might have less latitude to remove its governors.
A high-profile group of former treasury secretaries, Federal Reserve Board chairs and governors, and other high-level economic officials warned in a friend-of-the-court brief that removing Cook could jeopardize "the credibility and efficacy of U.S. monetary policy."
The White House offered a low-key response to the setback from the court. "We have respect for the Supreme Court," press secretary Karoline Leavitt said. "They're going to hear the actual case and make a determination on the legal argument in January. And we look forward to that, because we maintain that she was fired well within the president's legal authority to do so," she added.
The decision to defer consideration of Cook's case until January means she will be able to participate in at least the two remaining Fed meetings this year -- one later this month, the other in December -- where officials will consider whether to continue cutting interest rates. The Fed's first scheduled policy meeting of 2026 is in late January.
Depending on how quickly the justices rule on the case, Trump might also lose an early opportunity to substantially reshape the Fed.
The presidents of the 12 regional Fed banks are due for reappointment in February. If Trump has control of a majority of the seven-member Fed board at that point, he could decide to replace some or all of those officials, who also weigh in on monetary policy. Currently, three of the Fed's seven governors are seen as generally aligned with Trump.
Trump has accused Cook of mortgage fraud -- a charge she denies -- and has been trying to fire her since August. Cook has not been charged with a crime, and documents recently obtained by The Washington Post appear to contradict some of the claims leveled by the administration. She sued to remain on the job.
Solicitor General D. John Sauer wrote in filings with the court that Trump has reason to fire Cook "for cause," as the law governing the Fed requires. He also said the courts don't have the discretion to review the president's determination that proper cause exists.
"The President's strong concerns about the appearance of mortgage fraud, based on facially contradictory representations made to obtain mortgages by someone whose job is to set interest rates that affect Americans' mortgages, satisfies any conception of cause," Sauer wrote.
Cook's attorneys warned in a filing that Cook's immediate removal "would subvert the Federal Reserve's historical independence and disrupt the American economy."
Congress designed the Fed to have political distance from the president so it could make tough but unpopular decisions such as raising interest rates. Economists and many business leaders worry about presidents exerting pressure on the Fed to keep interest rates low for political reasons, which could spark long-term inflation.
Trump has complained loudly that the Fed should lower interest rates to stimulate the economy and had previously considered firing Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell. At the Fed's meeting in September, the central bank cut interest rates by a quarter point amid signs of a softening labor market. Cook voted to lower the rate.
The Trump administration tried to oust Cook ahead of that meeting, but the last-minute play failed after a federal judge and an appeals court ruled against the administration.
"The government does not dispute that it failed to provide Cook even minimal process -- that is, notice of the allegation against her and a meaningful opportunity to respond -- before she was purportedly removed," the appeals court majority wrote in the 2-1 ruling.
In a separate case, the Supreme Court will also weigh in December whether to overturn a 90-year-old precedent, known as Humphrey's Executor, that allows Congress to create independent, nonpartisan agencies insulated from political interference by the executive.
The court is also set to decide during this term another major case dealing with the president's authority over economic policy. The justices will determine whether most of Trump's sweeping tariffs are legal.
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Europe
Pope makes rare comments on U.S. politics, military gathering 
Pope Leo, asked about the gathering of military leaders in Virginia and a debate roiling Chicago's diocese, gave his strongest comments on Trump administration policies.

Pope Leo XIV celebrates the Holy Mass for the Jubilee of Catechists at St. Peter's Square in Vatican City on Sept. 28. (Angelo Carconi/European Pressphoto Agency/Shutterstock)


By Anthony Faiola, Victoria Craw | 2025-10-01
ROME -- Making a rare foray into U.S. politics, Pope Leo XIV described the blustery talk by President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth at a meeting of military commanders on Tuesday as "concerning," and he called out those who describe themselves as "pro-life" for opposing abortion but do not reject the "inhuman treatment" of migrants and the death penalty.
Since becoming pope, Leo has largely kept his distance from the news media. But in an unusual interaction late Tuesday outside his Castel Gandolfo residence in Italy, the pontiff fielded several questions from reporters, including one about the extraordinary, hastily convened meeting of senior military leaders in the United States that day, at which Trump and Hegseth gave highly partisan speeches. Leo shook his head in apparent distaste.
"This way of speaking is concerning, because it shows, every time, an increase of tension," Leo said in Italian. "This wording, like going from minister of defense to minister of war. Let's hope it's just a figure of speech. Of course, there you have a style of governance meaning to show strength, so as to pile up pressure. Let's hope this works and that there isn't war. One always needs to work toward peace."
Leo, however, also called the Trump administration's proposed peace plan for the Gaza Strip "realistic" and said he hoped it would be "accepted."
Marco Politi, a senior Rome-based Vatican watcher, said: "I think it is the sharpest criticism -- until today -- toward the Trumpist ideology. [But] Leo is balanced. He supported the Trump peace plan for Gaza."
The pope was also asked by a journalist from U.S. broadcaster EWTN News about the decision by the archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal Blase  J. Cupich, to give Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) a lifetime achievement award for his work on immigration, given Durbin's support for abortion rights.
Durbin was due to be honored Nov. 3 at a "Keep Hope Alive" event held by the archdiocese of Chicago's immigration ministry. However, the decision sparked backlash from bishops within the church, who argued Durbin's position on abortion could not be overlooked.

Calling out the "inhuman treatment" of migrants, Pope Leo on Sept. 30 urged people to reconsider what being pro-life should mean.


Switching to English, the pontiff said while he was "not terribly familiar with the particular case," it was "very important to look at the overall work a senator has done during, if I am not mistaken, 40 years of service in the United States Senate." Durbin has served more than 40 years in Congress, 28 as a senator. He is retiring from the Senate after his current term ends in January 2027.
Leo -- who was born in Illinois and became a priest in 1982 before working as a missionary in Peru and rising to become bishop of Chiclayo -- said it is important to look at "many issues" regarding the teaching of the church.
"Someone who says, 'I am against abortion,' but says, 'I am in favor of the death penalty,' is not really pro-life," he said. "Someone who says that, 'I am against abortion but I am in agreement with the inhuman treatment of immigrants who are in the United States,' I don't know if that's pro-life. So they're very complex issues."
"I don't know if anyone has all the truth on them, but I would ask first and foremost that there be greater respect for one another," he continued, "and that we search together both as human beings, in that case as American citizens or citizens of the state of Illinois, as well as Catholics, to say we need to really look closely at all of these ethical issues and to find the way forward as a church."
The church's position on such issues was "very clear," Leo added.
On Tuesday, Cupich announced Durbin had decided not to receive the award at the November event. "While I am saddened by this news, I respect his decision," Cupich  said in a statement, adding that the award was to be presented "specifically in recognition of his singular contribution to immigration reform and his unwavering support of immigrants, which is so needed in our day."
Cupich also warned that bishops had a duty to "promote unity," and he had seen divisions deepen within the church during his decades as a leader. "The tragedy of our current situation in the United States is that Catholics find themselves politically homeless," he wrote, adding that many are divided along partisan lines.
Leo's direct comments on U.S. politics are notable, as the typically media-shy pontiff is seen as better versed in the political divisions that have riven U.S. Catholics in recent years than his predecessor, Pope Francis. Leo is the first U.S.-born pope, and, while he has been viewed as a church leader in the mold of Francis, who embraced migrants and the poor and sought to build an inclusive church, Leo has so far been less willing to publicly engage in battles of words with the U.S. administration.
In a biography published  last month that has offered Leo's most extensive reflections since becoming the leader of the world's 1.4 billion Catholics in May, Leo said he wanted to avoid partisan politics and doctrinal change. He instead positioned himself as a listener who wants to take down the temperature of political debate.
"I'm trying not to continue to polarize or promote polarization in the church," he said in the book.
In the book, Leo also said that after becoming pope, he raised the issue of "human dignity" in a meeting with Vice President JD Vance. But he has also said he expects U.S. bishops to take the lead in dealing with the Trump administration, and he has generally seemed to choose his words more delicately than his predecessor.
Francis, in contrast, was sharply critical of the Trump administration. In 2016, during Trump's first presidential campaign, Francis described him as "not Christian" for seeking to build a U.S.-Mexico border wall to deter migrants. In January, before Trump's second inauguration, Francis called the administration's plan for mass deportation of migrants "a disgrace."
In an open letter to U.S. bishops in February, Francis wrote: "I exhort all the faithful of the Catholic Church, and all men and women of good will, not to give in to narratives that discriminate against and cause unnecessary suffering to our migrant and refugee brothers and sisters."
In the same letter, he chided  Vance for misconstruing a medieval Catholic concept -- "ordo amoris" -- to defend the Trump administration's deportation policy. Vance claimed it set out a pecking order of Christian care, with the family first, followed by neighbors, the community, fellow citizens and, lastly, those beyond. In response, Francis said: "The true ordo amoris that must be promoted is that which we discover by meditating constantly on the parable of the 'Good Samaritan,' that is, by meditating on the love that builds a fraternity open to all, without exception."
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Letters to the Editor
The shutdown puts stress on military families
Readers discuss the effect of the government shutdown and President Trump's speech at Quantico.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-02
My father is stationed at a military base, on orders with the U.S. Navy, and he works in a lab there alongside civilian contractors and other federal employees. If the shutdown continues, he will not get paid on Oct. 15. His co-workers are furloughed, and his lab cannot operate as usual while continuing its mission to support our troops.
This delay in pay will cause real financial stress in our household and in many others within our community. Active-duty military personnel are required to report to work without immediate pay, which affects families relying on their income. I am scared my family will have to dig into our savings to help pay for my tuition and rent. I work three jobs already, and it is difficult enough to make ends meet.
I know the importance of federal policymakers' and the public's understanding of the human and economic consequences of a prolonged shutdown. I have my own concerns about the long-term impact of hasty negotiations during the shutdown as well. Congress should move to reinstate essential services, including supporting measures such as the Pay Our Military Act.
Charlotte Landry, Lakewood, Colorado
At 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, my 17-year career with the federal government ended. It seems fitting that my official resignation should come at the same time as another government shutdown, since Congress never passed a budget on schedule the entire time I was there.
I grew up in a nonpartisan family. Although my mother voted in every election, she never told me whom she voted for and I never found out. "It doesn't matter," she would tell me. "This president is my president." She did not see herself as part of a political party. She was an American first -- and that was what mattered. I believe she would be appalled to see a political climate that prioritizes winning at the expense of people and leaders who do their best to split the country into us vs. them.
Our elected and appointed leaders, on both sides, are failing -- and, frankly, I don't know if we have leaders out there who will take responsibility to set things back on track. But I think we have the obligation to look for them.
I'm tired of hearing people speak past one another. I'm tired of people being called names and being cast as villains. I'm tired of being a political pawn -- which, let me tell you, as a government employee, I was.
So this year, as I plan to vote, I'm looking for candidates who are committed to working across the aisle instead of portraying "them" as enemies. I'm looking for people who ask good questions and seek to understand those they don't agree with. I'm looking for critical thinkers and problem solvers. And, God help me, I'm looking for people who are kind. And when I find them, I will support them with everything I've got.
It was an honor to serve this country for so long, but it is also a relief to leave.
Dawn E. Morrow, Alexandria
President Donald Trump, while speaking to our nation's generals and admirals on Tuesday, noted his desire to use dangerous cities "as training grounds for our military." The Oct. 1 editorial "U.S. cities aren't meant to be military training grounds" argued against such an approach. So, too, would the founders of our nation.
When the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1787, urban crime was already a well-known issue. As early as the 1750s, New York was already regarded as the most crime-ridden city in the colonies, and a contemporary observer noted that, at the time the founders convened in Philadelphia, "the jails were full."
Nonetheless, the Constitution's framers rejected a federal police in their conception of our republic. Rather, except in the most exigent circumstances, states and localities were to police their own populace. As Alexander Hamilton wrote in Federalist No. 17 in 1789: "There is one transcendent advantage belonging to the province of the State governments ... I mean the ordinary administration of criminal and civil justice."
Certainly, the Constitution gives Congress the power of "calling forth the Militia" (what we today refer to as the National Guard). Title 10 of the U.S. Code allows the president to bring the Guard into federal service when the nation is invaded, in danger of invasion or during a rebellion. And the Insurrection Act of 1807 grants the president the power to deploy troops domestically to suppress an insurrection, domestic violence or conspiracy that obstructs law enforcement.
But the president's and Congress's power to do so are not open-ended. Both Title 10 and the Insurrection Act set a high bar for federalizing the guard; engaging in routine law enforcement is illegal and unacceptable. And to further drive home the point, the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 prohibits the use of federal military personnel to enforce domestic policies.
For nearly 240 years, in times of peace and war, presidents and Congresses have honored the vision of our nation's founders. Trump should reverse course and do the same.
Paul Bardack and Patrick Nichols, Washington
The writers are co-founders of the State and Local Human Rights Center.
As the Sept. 20 editorial "Jimmy Lai's persecution is a test" pointed out, the fate of Hong Kong newspaper publisher Jimmy Lai might well depend upon the intervention of President Donald Trump. Lai, 77, has languished in solitary confinement for nearly five years. His failing health is a concern to his family.
No one expects Lai to be acquitted when the verdict is handed down "in good time," whatever that means. Trump has vowed to speak up on his behalf when he confers with China's leader, Xi Jinping. If so, time might be of the essence. Lai should not be allowed to die in prison.
Brian Stuckey, Denver
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Opinions
These numbers are the real reason late-night TV is collapsing
Comedy's cultural center of gravity has shifted under Jimmy Kimmel and Stephen Colbert's feet. 

(Illustration by Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post; Getty Images; iStock)


By Mark Robichaux | 2025-10-02
Mark Robichaux, an author and journalist, is a former Wall Street Journal reporter who covered the television industry.
When Jimmy Kimmel returned to the air after a brief suspension for comments about the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's killing, he was rewarded with 6.26 million viewers, his biggest audience in over a decade.
But the spike masked a harsh truth about the entire late-night talk genre. The format is dying, and no amount of viral clips or headline-grabbing monologues is going to save it.
CBS's announcement two months earlier said more about the state of the industry than any ratings bump: "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" will end in May 2026, shutting down the Late Show franchise after more than 30 years. Since 2017, it has been the top performer in the late-night field in key demos, but winning in a shrinking market is still losing. CBS blamed "a challenging backdrop in late night" -- corporate-speak for hemorrhaging money on a format that no longer makes financial sense.
Critics cried foul, as Colbert had recently mocked Paramount's $16 million legal settlement with President Donald Trump ("a big fat bribe!"), just as the company sought regulatory approval for its merger with Skydance. Democratic senators including Edward J. Markey and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts publicly questioned whether the cancellation was politically motivated.
Was there political pressure? Without a doubt. But here's the simpler, undeniable truth: "The Late Show" stopped being worth the cost. And the old model it represents -- celebrity guests, scripted monologues, musical acts -- was built for a media world that no longer exists. YouTube, TikTok, podcasts and streaming have flattened the attention economy. Younger audiences aren't sitting through 60 minutes of middling entertainment to catch a joke that will be viral by morning.
The annual production cost of "The Late Show" -- salaries, studio, travel, band, etc. -- is estimated around $100 million, while losses have been reported at $40 million or more. Meanwhile, the broader economics of late night have cratered: Ad revenue across the genre plunged from $439 million in 2018 to just $220 million by 2024, according to media analytics firm Guideline.  That's not a dip. It's a collapse that mirrors the rapid decline in both viewership and advertiser interest.
Late-night TV was once a pillar of American culture. Between wisecracks, iconic hosts shaped the national conversation, starting with Steve Allen and Jack Paar in the 1950s, then the "king of late night," Johnny Carson, who reigned for 30 years until 1992, followed by David Letterman and Jay Leno.
All this has long been unfolding before our sleep-deprived eyes. James Corden, Conan O'Brien and Samantha Bee all exited the stage -- and none of their shows were replaced. CBS canceled "After Midnight" in March. NBC trimmed "The Tonight Show" to four nights a week last year after cutting the band for "Late Night With Seth Meyers."  At the Emmys, the talk-show category shrank to just three nominees this year -- half the number from 2019.
The cultural center of gravity has moved on. Comedy has left the studio, and now lives beyond broadcast and cable TV on platforms that are faster, looser and far cheaper to produce: podcasts, YouTube channels, TikTok feeds. "The Joe Rogan Experience" dominates with an estimated 14.5 million subscribers to his Spotify podcast and 20.3 million on YouTube. Alex Cooper's "Call Her Daddy" reaches millions weekly, and last year she signed a $125 million deal with SiriusXM. And Conan O'Brien -- who once struggled to crack 1 million nightly viewers on TBS -- now commands more than 9 million subscribers on YouTube, where clips routinely rack up millions of views.
Of course, YouTube views are not equivalent to Nielsen ratings. A user might watch five seconds of a clip; a TV rating reflects average viewership per minute. But the audience shift is unmistakable: Younger viewers now live online. Noting that Kimmel's comeback show reached four times as many people on social video -- nearly three times on YouTube alone, media analyst Evan Shapiro declared, "Broadcast is over. YouTube is TV. The audience is in control."
The economics reflect that shift -- and the tension it brings. Traditional late-night TV shows can still command advertising CPMs (cost per thousand views ) of $40 or more for premium ad slots, especially in the 18-49 demographic. YouTube, by contrast, typically gets from $2 to $15 per thousand views unless bolstered by big sponsorships. That gap helps explain why networks are slow to let go of linear television -- even as the audience walks away from it.
The underlying issue is simple: Digital platforms pay less per viewer. And yet, it's on these platforms that audiences are increasingly watching late-night content -- if they're watching at all.
That's the wall the genre has hit: sky-high production costs for shows increasingly consumed on platforms that don't pay like TV used to. The audience moved. The advertisers hesitated. And the model stopped making sense.
The end of late-night talk is just one tremor in a seismic shift that's reshaping American media consumption. In May, the ground moved definitively: Nielsen reported that streaming surged to a record 44.8 percent of total TV usage,  more than broadcast (20.1 percent) and cable (24.1 percent) combined. It's not just late-night that's fading -- it's the entire era of appointment television.
After Colbert's final show, the 11:35 p.m. slot on CBS is set to be without a talk-show host for the first time since 1993.
Colbert's departure isn't a judgment of talent. It's a statement about cost and return -- one every network is now quietly making.
Late-night talk didn't lose to politics. It lost to platforms.
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Opinions
E-bikes are an e-menace
America's streets are being swarmed by teens on fast, silent electric bikes, and injuries are rising.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Rick Reilly | 2025-10-02
I don't want to give you something new to worry about, but I think our teenagers are trying to kill us.
I was in Hermosa Beach, California, the sweetest little beach town your toes can dig into, when I pressed the crosswalk button. The flashing lights came on, meaning: let's go. I was one step into the street when a kid about 13 on a bike nearly sent me to my obituary.
But not just any bike. This was one of those e-motorbikes. Have you seen these things? They look like Suzuki dirt bikes, only cooler, quicker and deadlier, since you don't hear them coming.
They even look fast when parked. If I were in middle school, I'd want one. Parents give in -- at anywhere from about 800 bucks to a couple thousand or more. Then let the chaos begin.
But this kid wasn't just riding his. He was pulling a wheelie on the thing while doing about 40 mph. His front wheel was up so high, it nearly took my face off. Which means he wasn't looking at any stupid flashing crosswalk lights.
It was such a blur, it took me a second to realize what nearly ended me. The kid was 30 yards past me now, still flying along, looking back, laughing.
I yelled, "What the actual..." -- you know the rest.
He grinned and yelled back, "Sorry, Pops!"
I'll be honest with you. I don't think he was sorry.
This is not the first time they've nearly nailed me. We have a house in Hermosa, and these e-motos are everywhere. They're flying down the Strand like somebody's giving away free vapes at the other end. The Strand is a beachside promenade for walkers and joggers and bicyclists (8 mph speed limit), but these little maniacs slalom between tourists and dogs and baby carriages, sometimes with two or three friends hanging on, working their phones.
You hear a new story every day. A couple was leaving a concert in the next town over, Redondo Beach, when a pack of teens on e-motos came flying by and nearly knocked them over.
The guy yelled at them to slow down, and the last kid flying past hit his girlfriend in the back of the head, knocking her down. The guy tried to grab the kid -- uh-oh, mistake. They instantly surrounded him and started punching. He was lucky to come away with just facial scrapes, a concussion and bruised ribs.
It's not just a California thing. It's an everywhere thing. Police all over the country report gaggles of these mini-marauders wearing balaclavas, throwing rocks and M-80s, hassling anyone with the gall to be 20 or older.
You have any idea how hard it is to catch motorized teens who can go 50, screaming down alleys and up staircases?
In Elk Grove Village, Illinois, an e-gang was roving all over town in July, running reds, scaring the local citizenry.
"I was driving home and they were riding head on towards me basically playing chicken ..." resident Erika Rachel posted online. "They weren't moving over, so I stopped my car until all 10-15 kids rode past me."
I hear you muttering, Ah, let 'em have their fun, Gramps.
Okay, tell it to the emergency room docs. Hospitals are up to their stethoscopes in these kids. The Children's Hospital of Orange County, California, says e-moto injuries are skyrocketing. At Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital in Baltimore, "we've seen a pretty dramatic increase," emergency medicine physician Meghan Martin says. "It feels like almost every other trauma that's coming in is related to an e-bike." Then there are the ones who go to the coroner, riders and pedestrians.
"This isn't going away," says Hermosa Beach Police Chief Landon Phillips.
Hermosa made it illegal to use the bikes' motors on the Strand, but that's toothless. It's like telling Shaq not to dunk. The kids just fake pedal when they go by a cop. Phillips admits, "We need the state to step up and figure out a bigger solution."
Or, God forbid, parents step up.
"I say to parents," Phillips says, "would you buy your kid a Yamaha 250 and let him out on the city streets? Because just a twist of the throttle makes it exactly like a motorcycle."
You might wonder: How is this legal? Pure stupidity.
There are tons of e-bike rules and regs, but somehow it's legal in many states to ride an e-moto on streets as long as it has pedals and can't go over 28 mph. Kids just go on YouTube and learn how to defeat the speed limiter.
Next thing you know, they're approximating the speed of a rocket-propelled grenade.
Enough.
Here's what needs to happen:
First, parents, your kid should be on a bicycle.
Second, new law: Nobody gets to drive anything with a motor -- electric or gas -- without a driver's license and registration. Not on the streets, not on the sidewalks and not into your spouse.
Third, when a kid gets caught riding one, the bike gets impounded until the parents pay a $1,000 fine and the kid spends a week mopping up blood in the ER.
Hopefully, it's not his own.
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Opinions
This president also ordered the prosecution of a political enemy
Thomas Jefferson accused Aaron Burr of treason. John Adams's reproach of the move resonates today.

Aaron Burr and Thomas Jefferson. (Washington Post staff; iStock)


By Jason Willick | 2025-10-02
They didn't call it lawfare in 1807, but the president's use of federal prosecution to settle political scores had already begun. As President Donald Trump ramps up efforts to prosecute his political opponents, one early such episode -- the treason trial of Aaron Burr -- is worth revisiting. Though Trump's personalized lawfare has historical precedent, the modern presidency probably makes the practice more destructive than it was before.
Thomas Jefferson soured on Burr after the presidential election of 1800. Though Burr agreed to run as Jefferson's vice president, voters in the first U.S. elections cast ballots for individual candidates rather than the president and vice president together. Jefferson and Burr each ended up  with 73 electoral votes, meaning that the House of Representatives had to break the tie. Burr remained a candidate until the House voted, and Jefferson suspected Burr wanted to steal the presidency amid Congress's horse-trading.
That didn't happen. Burr became vice president, but Jefferson held a grudge. Burr's famous duel with Alexander Hamilton came toward the end of his time as Jefferson's No. 2, in 1804. After Burr left office, he was politically unpopular and formed (or half-formed) still-nebulous plans to lead a settlement or militia out West.
Jefferson went after Burr in his second term. In January 1807, the president publicly declared Burr guilty of treason without due process. The idea was that Burr was plotting to seize New Orleans by force, though there wasn't much evidence. Jefferson might have believed Burr guilty, but he also benefited from the rally-around-the-flag effect the accusation produced. The president also personally ordered the federal prosecutor in Washington to charge two of Burr's associates with treason (after interviewing one of them in jail himself).
Jefferson's extraordinary involvement in the matter is detailed by legal historian R. Kent Newmyer in his 2012 book, "The Treason Trial of Aaron Burr." Jefferson didn't just declare Burr a traitor and order up a prosecution -- he directed the case as it unfolded. As Newmyer wrote, Jefferson sent the prosecutor in Richmond regular letters that were "in fact instructions about litigation strategy: about the nature of the charges that should be brought, about evidence, about whom to call for witnesses and how to interrogate them."
Trump's overt involvement in prosecutions of political figures he dislikes is sure to feature in their defenses, just as Jefferson's featured in Burr's. One of Burr's lawyers declared during grand jury proceedings that Jefferson had "let slip the dogs of war, the hell-hounds of persecution, to hunt down my friend." Another said in closing arguments at trial that "the president's interference with the prosecution is improper, illegal and unconstitutional." He warned further that if the president can "direct a prosecution to be conducted," then "the same vices and malignant passions which actuate a tyrannical king might actuate a tyrannical president."
Separately, one judge who dealt with the case against Burr's associates worried about how "anxious was the President to have this prosecution commenced," Newmyer noted. Judges who handle prosecutions ordered by Trump will similarly be unable to ignore the cases' political origins. The case against Burr's associates didn't make it to trial, and Burr himself was acquitted by a jury.
But political prosecutions are risky for the judiciary as well as the defendant. Chief Justice John Marshall presided over Burr's trial and came under intense attack from the Jeffersonian press. A mob burned Marshall's effigy after Burr's acquittal, and some partisans floated impeachment. (Jefferson's party in the House had impeached a Supreme Court justice two years earlier.) There's no doubt that Trump will criticize judges he sees as favoring people he wants to prosecute. President Joe Biden proposed restructuring the Supreme Court after it rebuffed his administration's prosecution of Trump.
Jefferson's targeting of Burr shows that presidential control of politically charged prosecutions, even at the granular level, is not novel and that the country can survive it. On the other hand, the machinery of criminal law that Trump is wielding is much broader and deeper than what was available to Jefferson. In the early republic, there were few federal crimes; today the federal penal code is many thousands of pages long. And 19th-century presidents didn't have a vast regulatory state available to dig up dirt on their opponents -- think of how the Federal Housing Finance Authority is apparently scouring its records for supposed mortgage fraud by Trump's adversaries.
The president today controls a federal government that is more readily weaponized, though presidents with a sense of statesmanship and restraint (we haven't had many recently) can help avert that outcome. The impulse to weaponize federal prosecution is almost as old as the republic, but so is respect for the rule of law.
John Adams wrote after Jefferson publicly labeled Burr a traitor: "Mr. Jefferson has been too hasty in his message in which denounced him by Name and pronounced him guilty." Even if "his guilt is as clear as the Noon day sun," Adams continued, the president "ought not to have pronounced it so before a Jury had tryed him." Perhaps future presidents will one day return to that tradition.
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Opinions
Why are Americans relocating? The data shows surprises.
The tranquility and safety of suburban and rural areas increasingly appeal to many movers. 

(The Washington Post)


By Mitch Daniels | 2025-10-02
Economists are paying a lot of attention these days to mobility, the rate at which Americans change residences and jobs. The historically higher U.S. proclivity to pick up and move has been a driver of economic dynamism and growth, and a competitive edge vs. European and other less fluid societies.
Although Americans are moving less often than in the past, they remain the most mobile among the populations of developed countries. Again this year, some 9 percent of Americans are expected to change homes, and while the total has declined somewhat, the percentage of people moving across state lines has been stable for decades.
What does change is the reasons people make the big decision to move, and the destinations they choose in doing so. In the internet era, a new industry has sprung up to assist relocators and communities eager to attract them. The data these companies are accumulating contains some surprises -- challenging some prevailing generalizations and casting doubt on the way many states pursue economic development.
High among these surprises is that the future may not actually belong to the big "cool" cities; the economically vital "creative class" may not inevitably congregate in such places. This may have been the case before so many of those cities became overly expensive, overly taxed and overly dangerous. But today, people on the move, including the young, have shifted preferences in a major way.
In its annual survey, Development Counsellors International, specialists in marketing economic development and travel, found that 41 percent of movers preferred suburbs; 16 percent, small metropolitan areas; and only 13 percent leaned toward large metros. More surprising, 30 percent were seeking rural locations.
It isn't just retirees who are seeking tranquility. Sixty-three percent of rural and small metro counties added residents between 25 and 44 years old from 2020 to 2023, more than twice the percentage of a decade before. The top counties adding to their young populations were in Texas, Montana and Georgia, and those counties were all rural or near smaller cities.
One especially shaky speculation is that moves are motivated primarily by the perceived cultural or political character of competing communities. DCI's survey shows that economics and personal safety dominate relocators' decisions. When ranking their criteria, last year's movers named the cost of living and housing affordability in a first-place tie, followed by safety/crime and housing availability. Short commutes, a friendly local population and quality health care come next. Proximity to family also scores high.
Trailing far behind are nightlife, arts and culture, and the "cool factor." At rock bottom are "political/social fit" and "diversity." These characteristics also rank lowest in relocators' criteria when seeking a new job.
While governments throw millions in cash incentives at corporations, at $50,000 or more per potential job, savvy localities such as Tulsa are landing hundreds of new residents annually with a fraction of such costs. Offering a few thousand dollars for moving and other expenses often does the job, sometimes augmented by an intriguing array of low-cost perks: In Lincoln County, Kansas, the high-school football team shows up to help newcomers move in.
Another stereotype that calls for caution: While numerically the hemorrhage of people from states such as New York and California to Sun Belt destinations is unmistakable, the flow is surprisingly two-way. MakeMyMove, one of the entrepreneurial outfits that have emerged to connect movers and Midwest host communities, tells me that, though California is the No. 1 sending state and Illinois an unsurprising No. 4, second and third place are held by Texas and Florida.
The surge in remote work plays a role, but not a dominant one. Fifty-three percent of movers wind up taking a job in their new location. The 23 percent who work remotely mirrors the level at which fully remote jobs seem to have stabilized across the economy.
The data suggests that state economic development strategies need updating. The standard practice of throwing subsidies at established businesses encourages reckless excess as politicians outbid one other for the opportunity to cut the ribbon on plants, sticking their successors with the tab. Now a hardheaded return-on-investment analysis says that a far smarter retail approach can pay off better, and quicker.
One study found that the boost to state and local tax receipts from individual relocations is almost 10 times greater than that from corporate subsidies. The relocators typically bring above-average incomes, and therefore tax payments and consumer spending, and the economic lift starts within months, not after years of abatement.
Americans on the move have always made America a nation on the move. The impulse to try something, and somewhere, new is still alive. What's needed is more encouragement that will inspire people to chase their dreams.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/10/02/american-mobility-relocation/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Director Kathryn Bigelow is sounding the nuclear alarm
"A House of Dynamite" asks: How would the White House respond in the face of a nuclear attack? 

A scene from the 2025 film "A House of Dynamite." (Eros Hoagland/Eros Hoagland/Netflix)


By Max Boot | 2025-10-02
There are a lot of things to worry about in the world today. Acclaimed director Kathryn Bigelow ("Zero Dark Thirty," "The Hurt Locker") has made a new film -- "A House of Dynamite" -- warning of a danger that most of us would sooner forget.
This is the latest in a long line of movies, stretching back decades to "Dr. Strangelove," "On the Beach" and "Fail Safe," that depict the outbreak of a nuclear conflict. But while those movies were made during the Cold War, "A House of Dynamite" is a product of today's more complex world, where the dangers extend beyond a superpower confrontation.
The movie begins with U.S. sensors detecting the launch of a nuclear ICBM from the vicinity of North Korea toward the United States. Who fired the missile, and why, remains murky. Instead, the movie focuses on the U.S. national security professionals and political leaders who must figure out what to do in the 18 minutes before Chicago goes up in a mushroom cloud.
The weightiest decision belongs, naturally, to the president, played by Idris Elba. Does he allow Chicago to be incinerated without an immediate response? Or does he follow the advice of the gung ho commander of U.S. Strategic Command (Tracy Letts), who urges the president to attack China and Russia -- even before the missile lands -- on the theory that they are behind the attack or seek to profit from it? As the president is being rushed to safety, he leafs through the nuclear-strike options carried by a military aide in a satchel known as "the football." The tension is unbearable as he holds the lives of tens of millions people -- possibly hundreds of millions -- in his hands.
I saw "A House of Dynamite" on Sunday at its North American premiere in New York, where the cast and crew took part in a question-and-answer session. Bigelow said her goal in making this highly realistic -- and greatly disturbing -- work of cinema verite was to spark conversation about the dangers of nuclear war and, hopefully, to lead the world's nations to reduce their nuclear arsenals.
The need for nuclear arms control is urgent -- but not realistic right now. The trends are moving in the wrong direction, with the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute writing this year that "nearly all of the nine nuclear-armed states -- the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, France, China, India, Pakistan, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) and Israel -- continued intensive nuclear modernization programmes in 2024." The institute reports that, as of January, there were 12,241 nuclear warheads in the world: 3,912 deployed and the rest in storage.
Most of the deployed warheads are American or Russian, but China is building up its own force, from 300 nuclear weapons in 2020 to a goal of more than 1,000 by 2030. North Korea -- the likely culprit in "A House of Dynamite" -- is modernizing both its nuclear arsenal (estimated at 50 warheads) and the missiles that could reach across the Pacific. Neither China nor North Korea has expressed any interest in nuclear arms control; North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un has offered to talk with Trump -- but not about giving up his nuclear weapons.
Meanwhile, the New START Treaty limiting U.S. and Russian nuclear arsenals is due to expire next year, and there has been little progress in negotiating a successor accord. The only major nonproliferation success recently was the U.S.-Israeli bombing of Iran's nuclear program, but Iran can always rebuild.
President Donald Trump's answer is the "Golden Dome," a space-based missile defense program that he claims will cost $175 billion, be built in three years and protect the entire continental United States with a "success rate ... very close to 100 percent." Missile defense expert Todd Harrison of the American Enterprise Institute found that Trump's vision would actually cost $3.6 trillion over 20 years and still fall "short of creating a nearly impenetrable shield."
The good news is that there are much-lower-cost options available that would enhance limited coverage against not only ICBMs but also drones, cruise missiles and hypersonic missiles. It will probably never be practical to defeat an all-out nuclear attack, but it should be possible to stop the lone-missile threat depicted in "A House of Dynamite."
At the end of the day, however, there is no escaping the pitiless logic of mutual assured destruction. That's because nuclear weapons are not only the world's most destructive weapons but also the ultimate deterrents. Would Vladimir Putin have invaded Ukraine if that country hadn't given up its nuclear arsenal in 1994? Doubtful. Why isn't he attacking the Baltic republics? At least in part because they're still under the U.S. nuclear umbrella.
Because nuclear weapons are here to stay, they need to be managed as responsibly as possible. The characters in "A House of Dynamite" all seem to be well-qualified public servants, and even some of them buckle under the strain of the ultimate nightmare.
Watching the film, I had to wonder how today's U.S. government would handle a similar crisis. In 2016, Marco Rubio, a senator at the time, warned that "the nuclear codes" should not be entrusted "to an erratic individual" (Trump). Not only is Trump once again in charge of what he calls "the n-word," but in a crisis he would rely on an inexperienced defense secretary, a conspiracy-mongering national intelligence director, a secretary of state doubling as the national security adviser, and a professional national security workforce that has been decimated and denigrated by its political masters. The reality of who runs Washington today makes the scenario depicted in "A House of Dynamite" all the more terrifying.
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Democrats shut down the government to protect covid spending, not Obamacare
Closing the government to preserve emergency covid spending is not a winning strategy in 2025.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, left, and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer, both Democrats from New York, speak to journalists outside the White House on Monday. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-10-01
Let's be clear about what is happening in Washington right now: Democrats just shut down the federal government to force Donald Trump to continue Joe Biden's covid-era pandemic spending. Republicans should never agree to make that spending permanent.
Democrats claim they are trying to preserve Obamacare tax credits. Wrong. They are trying to preserve American Rescue Plan tax credits. The subsidies in question were not part of President Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act; they were passed in President Biden's disastrous $1.9 trillion covid spending bill, which unleashed the worst inflation in four decades.
The American Rescue Plan was a self-inflicted wound on the U.S. economy. Congress passed a $900 billion economic stimulus package a few weeks before Biden took office, on top of the earlier pandemic relief measures Congress had approved. By the time Biden got to the White House, the economy had already turned the corner and was growing at more than 6 percent.
But Biden wanted credit for the post-covid recovery. So, in his first major act as president, he rammed through a massive package of supposedly temporary social spending disguised as pandemic relief -- including sending millions of Americans stimulus checks, providing the largest child tax credit payments ever and extending ludicrously generous unemployment supplements.
The American Rescue Plan also expanded Obamacare subsidies, broadening who qualified for those subsidies by eliminating the income eligibility ceiling that had been set at 400 percent of the federal poverty level. This made millions more Americans eligible for taxpayer subsidies -- including households with six-figure incomes -- and provided much larger subsidies to previously eligible households compared with Obamacare rules.
Not a single Republican voted for Biden's fiscal monstrosity. Sensible Democrats warned it was an impending disaster. Former Clinton treasury secretary Lawrence H. Summers cautioned in 2021 that it would "set off inflationary pressures of a kind we have not seen in a generation." Obama economic adviser Jason Furman said he didn't know of "any economist that was recommending something [that] size." They were right.
Biden's Obamacare expansion, like all his covid spending, was sold to the American people as a temporary relief measure. The Biden administration said the American Rescue Plan would "build a bridge towards economic recovery." That is why the covid-enhanced Obamacare subsidies were set to expire on Jan. 1, 2023. Then, Democrats extended the expiration date to Jan. 1, 2026, as part of Biden's Inflation Reduction Act.
Remember, both of these bills were passed with Democratic votes alone -- which means Democrats are responsible for setting the deadline for these covid subsidies to expire. Now they are demanding that Republicans do what Democrats failed to when they had unified control of government and make Biden's covid health care subsidies permanent -- and they have taken the federal government hostage in an attempt to force Republicans to do so.
This is a losing fight for Democrats. House Republicans have passed a clean continuing resolution to keep the federal government funded at current spending levels. Senate Democrats are refusing to keep the government open at what are effectively Biden-era spending levels, insisting that Republicans agree to an almost $400 billion spending increase that Democrats failed to approve in 2021 when they had the votes to do so. That is politically unsustainable.
This is not the first time they have tried such a losing gambit. In 2018, Senate Democratic leader Charles E. Schumer shut down the government in an effort to force Trump to extend the expiring Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. It backfired, and Schumer was forced to capitulate without getting anything in return.
Shutting down the government in 2025 to extend covid spending makes even less political sense. The pandemic emergency officially ended in 2023. There is no rationale for extending covid relief spending two years later.
Trump has said that if Schumer ends the shutdown, he is willing to negotiate to reduce health care costs. There might be other ways to make health care more affordable, but extending these Biden-era pandemic subsidies should be off the table. Why would Republicans even consider extending this inflation-inducing vestige of Biden's economic legacy?
Instead of negotiating, Trump should make clear that Democrats are not fighting to preserve Obamacare; they are fighting to preserve Bidenomics. And that is precisely what the American people elected him to reverse.
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The Post's View
The Supreme Court is signaling it will protect the Fed -- and the economy
Justices signal that the central bank is distinct from, say, the Federal Trade Commission.

Federal Reserve Governor Lisa Cook in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, on Aug. 23. (Jim Urquhart/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-02
The Supreme Court on Wednesday dealt an important, if temporary, blow against President Donald Trump's attempted takeover of the Federal Reserve by allowing Lisa Cook to stay on as Fed governor while she challenges her removal.
It's a welcome signal that the court sees the central bank as uniquely independent compared with executive branch agencies. Just last week, the justices overturned a lower court's order that allowed the last remaining Democrat on the Federal Trade Commission to stay on while she litigates her termination. In that case, the justices seem poised to overturn a 90-year-old precedent that insulates executive agencies from the president.
But the Federal Reserve has a purpose and legal design unlike any other agency, and there is strong constitutional support -- as well as a solid economic case -- for constraining the president's control over monetary policy.
In May, when the Supreme Court allowed Trump to remove a member of the National Labor Relations Board and a member of the Merit Systems Protection Board, the justices wrote that the Federal Reserve is "a uniquely structured, quasi-private entity that follows in the distinct historical tradition of the First and Second Banks of the United States."
On Wednesday, the justices did not explain themselves in their unsigned two-sentence order, but it would have taken five of the nine to remove Cook as her case continues. The high court will hear oral arguments for the case in January. The core of the dispute is whether Trump had "cause" to terminate Cook, which is not clearly defined in the 1913 law that created the central bank. Traditionally, it has been understood to mean neglect of duty or malfeasance.
Solicitor General D. John Sauer argued that courts should not have discretion to review whether a president has proper cause to remove an appointee, and that Trump had the necessary reasons in Cook's case. In August, Trump became the first president to try to remove a member of the Fed governing board after accusing Cook of mortgage fraud -- which her lawyers deny and for which she has not been criminally charged. Lower courts ruled that the president could not fire her for behavior that occurred before her Senate confirmation and that Cook did not receive adequate due process before being removed.
What's really at stake is the independence of the Federal Reserve, which must be free to make difficult but unpopular decisions to prevent the economy from overheating, which leads to rising prices. Presidents, by contrast, are more inclined to prioritize their short-term political interests over the nation's longer-term fiscal health. Last week, every living former chair -- Alan Greenspan (appointed by Ronald Reagan), Ben S. Bernanke (appointed by George W. Bush) and Janet L. Yellen (appointed by Barack Obama) -- signed a friend-of-the-court brief in support of Cook, pointing to academic research showing that independent central banks lead to better economic outcomes.
Cook's term is supposed to last until 2038. If Trump ultimately prevails in removing her, he will control a majority of the seats. And every future president will be tempted to follow his example.
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'The wrong hill to die on': 3 writers discuss the government shutdown
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Letters to the Editor
Democrats are unpopular. Here's how they can fix that.
Plus: readers discuss fan behavior at the Ryder cup and self-dealing at ICE. 

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-01
Regarding Abigail Spanberger's Sept. 26 Friday Opinion essay, "What DOGE's sledgehammer did to Virginia's economy":
Spanberger was correct that the Trump administration's war on federal workers is hitting Virginians hard and that the president's chaotic and reckless governing style has been bad for jobs and the cost of living.
With Spanberger leading in recent polls, Democrats nationwide should take notes. President Donald Trump tries to win every news cycle by causing chaos in Washington, often with little impact, but there are serious policy implications affecting voters. If Democratic leaders fight back by copying MAGA's memes and name-calling,  as California Gov. Gavin Newsom is doing, they will fail to win  voters. I doubt many independents care about anything being said by their elected officials when it's written in caps lock.
Despite Trump's unpopularity, Democrats are still polling worse than Republicans on key issues, such as the economy. They should follow leaders such as Spanberger by listening and discussing solutions  instead of selling "happy talk" and trolling for clicks.
Jim McBride, Centreville
An ugly American stereotype was on full display last weekend at the Ryder Cup. What was once a respectable gallery has been replaced by drunken fans who should not have been allowed to remain at the event. Professional golfers compete for five to six hours per day over a four- to five-day period. There are no timeouts, substitutions or days off during an event. In  other professional sports,  players are paid millions of dollars a year whether they score points or not. But in golf, you get paid only if you produce: A single putt can make the difference between going home without any financial winnings.
Professional golf is grueling both physically and mentally, and every golfer deserves respect from the crowd no matter their nationality.
Jacqueline Cohen, Washington
Regarding the Sept. 22 news article "Bribery probe of border czar was shut down":
The Trump administration would have you believe border czar Tom Homan didn't do anything wrong when, according to The Post's reporting, he was caught on tape accepting $50,000 in cash  in exchange for helping  "businessmen" land contracts related to immigration enforcement. The businessmen were really undercover FBI agents.
But this would be just the clumsiest example of alleged self-dealing we've seen underlying the massive expansion of immigration detention. For years,  top leaders at Immigration and Customs Enforcement have arranged contracts with private prison companies before leaving  government to work at those companies, profiting handsomely from the taxpayer dollars.
Recently, the Justice Department reinterpreted long-standing immigration laws to require  the detention of millions more people,  inflating demand for  detention centers. And days after Congress approved a record-breaking $45 billion to expand its deportation and detention dragnet, private prison executives raised their compensation and bonuses.
The federal government is also axing sensible cost savings on immigration enforcement. This year, the Trump administration terminated a cheaper-than-detention program with a 100 percent success rate of guaranteeing appearance in immigration court through referrals to legal and social services.
The immigration detention system is a classic story of public grift. And the facts are right before our eyes, no matter how many bribery investigations are suppressed.
Anthony Enriquez, New York
Danielle McClain, Washington
The writers are lawyers at Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights.
Regarding the Sept. 28 Business article "At the bus stop, a living ad for nature":
There's one more thing we can do with bus shelters  to help nature. We can change their glass walls. Glass is invisible to birds, and birds can die trying to fly through glass-enclosed bus shelters. Sixty percent of these collisions are fatal, and no one likes to see a dead bird on their way to work. But there are easy and effective ways to make glass visible to birds: bird-safe tape with press-on dots or lines can be applied to existing glass, and many bird-safe glass products are now available for new shelters. These small steps can save the lives of birds and improve the commutes of the many bus-riders who care about them.
Anne Lewis, Washington
The writer is the president of City Wildlife.
Colbert I. King's Sept. 27 op-ed, "Take care, dear readers -- of our city, our country and one another," which he wrote upon his retirement, was just what I would have expected from someone who dedicated their life to public service and journalism. As an avid reader of King's work for decades, I hope he will "take care" of himself and his family. His readers and his city will remember him for his work to achieve a better community.
Richard Eisinger, Alexandria
Post Opinions wants to hear from you: Are you thinking about buying your first home? Does homeownership feel out of reach? If you already own a home, do you have a good story about how you bought it? Share your response with us, and we might publish it in the letters to the editor section: wapo.st/housing_callout.
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Opinions
This bipartisan compromise could end the government shutdown
Extend Obamacare's expiring subsidies -- and permanently reform its costly insurance regulations.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) during a news conference Wednesday, the first day of the government shutdown. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


By Avik Roy | 2025-10-01
Avik Roy is chairman of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity and a former policy adviser to Mitt Romney, Rick Perry and Marco Rubio.
The federal government is shutting down because Democrats and Republicans disagree about how much to subsidize Obamacare. Naturally, Democrats want to subsidize the health law more, and Republicans less. But thanks to a Biden-era legislative quirk, Republicans have a unique opportunity this year to reach across the aisle to address some of Obamacare's most damaging flaws, in a way that makes health insurance more affordable for those who need it.
After failing to repeal and replace Obamacare on a nearly party-line vote in 2017, Republicans have largely stopped talking about health care reform. Many have concluded that it's hopeless to try to reform the Affordable Care Act's costly health insurance regulations, which sharply increased premiums for people who buy their own coverage but don't qualify for enough in subsidies to make up the difference.
In 2021, during the covid pandemic, Democrats enacted the American Rescue Plan Act, a $1.9 trillion bill that, among other things, provided a temporary reprieve from Obamacare's premium hikes. The ACA originally limited eligibility for subsidies to people making less than 400 percent of the federal poverty level: In 2025, that is $62,600 for a childless adult and $128,600 for a family of four. The Biden-era bill eliminated those eligibility thresholds, extending Obamacare subsidies to millions of higher-income Americans at a cost to taxpayers of over $30 billion per year.
The subsidy expansion expires at the end of this year. Congressional Democrats are agitating for a permanent extension of the new subsidies, which the Congressional Budget Office estimates would cost $350 billion in the next decade alone.
Most Republicans are content to let the subsidies expire, but a handful of GOP members of Congress have expressed support for extending the payments, nervous that ending them outright would harm some of their constituents -- and perhaps their prospects in the midterms. "For people that either have this type of insurance and work in small businesses, are self-employed, you know, I worry about their access to health care," Rep. Jen Kiggans (Virginia) said last month. Politico reported that a handful of GOP senators, including Alabama's Tommy Tuberville, are working on their own version of an extension.
It would be a mistake for congressional Republicans to immortalize the enhanced subsidies when there's a much better option: pairing a temporary one- or two-year extension with permanent reform of Obamacare's costliest insurance regulations.
The partisan Senate reconciliation process enables changes to Obamacare's taxes and subsidies, but not to the regulations that drive premiums skyward. Regulatory reform requires the assent of a filibuster-proof 60-vote majority in the Senate. In other words, it requires Republicans and Democrats to work together.
Democrats like to talk up Obamacare's protections for those with preexisting conditions, but they are much quieter about other rules that dramatically increase the cost of insurance. It's possible to fix some of these rules. A bipartisan reform package could -- and should -- include the following regulatory reforms:
Reducing premiums for young people. Obamacare made health insurance less affordable for Americans in their 30s and late 20s by preventing insurers from charging young people a lower premium. Specifically, the ACA forbids insurers from giving young people more than a 67 percent discount relative to what insurers charge their oldest customers. As a result, young people drop out of the market, making health insurance costlier for everyone, including those in their 60s. A simple measure increasing the allowable discount to 80 percent -- a 5-to-1 "age band" -- could largely fix this problem. More young people would enroll, improving the quality of the risk pool and thereby reducing premiums for the young and old alike. Congress could also age-adjust the Obamacare subsidy formula to make absolutely sure that premiums for older enrollees stayed the same.
Directly funding premiums for people with preexisting conditions. A related flaw in Obamacare is that it requires insurers to overcharge healthy people in order to undercharge those with preexisting conditions. Again, this encourages healthy people to drop out of the market, raising premiums for everyone who remains. A bipartisan reform package could fix this by creating a $10 billion-per-year reinsurance fund that would directly subsidize premiums for the sick and the chronically ill.
Today, the burden of subsidizing the cost of insurance for sick uninsured people who enroll in Obamacare is borne by healthy uninsured people who also enroll. A reinsurance fund would spread that cost across all American taxpayers. That, in turn, would bring premiums down for healthier enrollees, encouraging them back into the market, further lowering premiums for the sick, and strengthening the market for everyone. Many actuaries believe that a significant proportion of the spending on reinsurance would be returned to taxpayers in the form of lower subsidy costs for ACA plans.
A bipartisan bill with these two elements wouldn't return us to health insurance before Obamacare. Insurers would still be required to offer affordable coverage to every American with a preexisting condition. Premiums wouldn't go all the way back to their 2010 levels. But regulatory reforms have the potential to significantly reduce Obamacare premiums, especially for the younger and healthier enrollees that the law has punished. Democrats would get a desired, but temporary, extension of the enhanced subsidies, and Republicans would achieve some of the Obamacare deregulation they've been campaigning on for over a decade.
Reducing Obamacare's health insurance premiums would have two additional benefits. About 8 percent of Americans are uninsured. By making coverage more affordable, the above reforms would probably lead to more people having health insurance. Reducing the cost of that coverage would, in turn, reduce the per-person cost of subsidizing it.
The greatest irony of the so-called Affordable Care Act is that it made coverage far less affordable for millions of Americans, particularly the young and healthy. But that doesn't mean affordability is impossible. This Congress can make progress on that elusive goal.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/10/01/obamacare-shutdown-bipartisan-solution/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Local

      The Washington Post offers breaking local news, weather and traffic information for the DC, Maryland and Virginia metro areas, plus information about school districts, crime, government, religion, the lottery,restaurant reviews and obituaries.


      
        CWG Live updates: Our upgrade to first-class fall weather continues
        Matt Rogers

        Beautiful sunshine and comfortable temperatures dominate the next several days.

      

      
        D.C. cat guy goes viral fostering and bottle feeding hundreds of kittens
        Roxanne Roberts

        Abdul Raheem is defying stereotypes with his videos caring for tiny foster kittens.

      

      
        Inside one man's mission to find D.C's long-lost panda statues
        Kyle Swenson

        Two decades ago, 150 panda statues were displayed around the District. The statues mostly slipped from public consciousness -- until now.

      

      
        Maryland to announce $340M deal to reduce pollution from Conowingo Dam
        Katie Shepherd

        The agreement includes funding for water quality initiatives, a new mussel hatchery and a study on dredging the dam.

      

      
        Fight gearing up over D.C. bill to recycle bottles and cans for cash
        Jenny Gathright

        Supporters and opponents testified in droves at a D.C. Council hearing on a plan to add a 10-cent fee to bottle and can sales that would be refunded when the containers are recycled.

      

      
        Maryland residents with non-apparent disabilities get butterfly ID marker
        Dana Munro

        Under Eric's ID law, people with autism and other non-apparent disabilities can obtain a state-issued ID that is meant to alert law enforcement officers of their condition.

      

      
        Immigration officers still patrol with D.C. police after Trump emergency
        Emma Uber, Teo Armus

        The Washington Post reviewed photos and videos of at least half a dozen incidents since Sept. 10. They show D.C. police officers with masked agents in vests labeled HSI for Homeland Security Investigations.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: October starts with a delightful stretch through the weekend
        Dan Stillman

        Feeling like fall with low humidity and a cool breeze today. Warming up by the weekend but still nice.

      

      
        D.C. October outlook: A warm, dry month will worsen drought
        Jason Samenow

        Drought expanded in September because of the lack of rain. Precipitation prospects in October are also poor.

      

      
        Trumpeting tied these two together. Now, they must go solo.
        Clarence Williams

        A Northern Virginia couple call themselves the "Traveling Trumpeters" as they roam the region playing songs whose titles correspond to the locations they're in.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Our upgrade to first-class fall weather continues
Beautiful sunshine and comfortable temperatures dominate the next several days.

(Jeannie in D.C.)


By Dan Stillman, Matt Rogers, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-10-02
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mostly sunny skies help lift afternoon highs to near 70.
What's next? Another crisp, cool night before more picture-perfect days Friday and Saturday.
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The Optimist
D.C. cat guy goes viral fostering and bottle feeding hundreds of kittens
Abdul Raheem is defying stereotypes with his videos caring for tiny foster kittens.   

(Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Roxanne Roberts | 2025-10-02
Abdul Raheem grew up with a dog. He was not a cat person.
"My family told me cats were mean, cats were dirty, so we were never allowed to have any cats," he says. He thought they didn't really like people.
Because the universe loves a good laugh, today Raheem is a social media star thanks to his love of fostering kittens.
Raheem's wife, Shamiyan Hawramani, started sharing short videos of Raheem and his rotating cast of tiny kittens with family and friends because she thought it was adorable to see her 6-foot-4 husband doting on tiny fluffballs. Now "Abdul's Cats" has a devoted audience on social media -- about 600,000 followers across platforms -- about fostering, adoption and the charms of being a cat owner in D.C.

Abdul Raheem's social media account has about 600,000 followers across platforms. His account is about fostering, adoption and the charms of being a cat owner.


The posts range from serious to silly: Bottle feeding the smallest floofs. Hanging out with Raheem's human buddies who are all cuddling kittens. Playing video games with a kitten at his side. (Spoiler: very distracting.)
In the past six years, the couple has fostered more than 200 kittens, many of them newborns who need bottle-feeding every two hours. Their current fosters are two gray litter-mates named Dust and Bunny.
Raheem, 35, and the kittens are the stars of the videos; Hawramani, 32, is the power behind the camera, and their 10-month-old-daughter, Haveen, an occasional co-star. It's a full-time job for him, thanks to a growing audience and sponsorships.

Shamiyan Hawramani first had the idea to put videos on social media featuring her husband tending to tiny kittens. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


This unlikely journey began when Raheem starting dating Hawramani seven years ago. Together, they fostered a gray tabby named Bambi, rescued from a high-kill shelter and scheduled to be euthanized. Raheem discovered that being around Bambi was, surprisingly, a balm for his anxiety and depression.
"She brought me so much just happiness, and she made my mental health better," says Raheem, a self-described introvert. "My anxiety was better when I was around her. So I just want to give other people that feeling."
Bambi was their first and only foster fail, meaning they ended up adopting her. Inspired by her transformation from a scared, anxious creature to a trusting, loving pet, they began fostering kittens from local shelters.
There was never a conversation about caring for litter after litter of abandoned and orphaned kittens. Instead, there was an understanding that this was what they were meant to do. And there was never a plan to become social media darlings.

Hawramani and Raheem hang out with their 10-month-old daughter, Haveen, and the cats. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"Abdul is really cute and really funny and he'd always played with the cats and did like really cute things," Hawramani says. "I'd always be recording him and I'd send it to my mom or I'd send it my sister and I'm like, 'Oh look what happened -- this is so sweet.'"
In 2020, she thought maybe she should do something more because the videos brought her a lot of joy. By this time, the two were married, and she approached her husband with the idea of posting on social media to spread awareness about fostering and adopting.
Five years later, the accounts have blown up, and Raheem has left his job with Amazon to become a full-time kitten influencer (and now stay-at-home dad for their daughter).
The videos share each litter's journey from arrivals to adoption: bottle feeding, baths and trimming sharp claws. Plus, kitten high jinks: wrestling matches, demanding meows, hiding in paper boxes.
The sunroom is the official kitten center. They are placed in a cozy gated pen first, then allowed to roam on the main floor as they get older and stronger. Social media followers choose the names by likes. There was the breakfast litter (Waffles, Pancake, Flapjack and French Toast), orange sodas (Fanta, Crush and Sunkist) and the Golden Girls.

"A lot of my friends who I grew up with never had cats," Raheem says. "They came over and played with the cats, and a couple of them have adopted cats now. One of them has four." (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Hawramani still works full-time in education; Raheem is the face of fostering, thanks to sponsorships and collaborations with in-kind products and underwriting. It's a balancing act since even viral posts generate little income and sponsors fluctuate. "Abdul's Cats" generates $20,000 to $60,000 annually, and they budget to be able to take in as many fosters as possible. Shelters cover vet costs, but not all provide food and other supplies.
The demand for fosters is heaviest in the spring and summer. A few newborns arrive from the shelters with a mother cat; most are alone and vulnerable, requiring bottle-feeding every two hours and often need medical care. The goal is to get them healthy and socialized until they reach around eight weeks and are spayed or neutered and ready to go to forever homes.
Raheem and Hawramani are frequently asked how they can bear to give up their tiny charges. Do they fall in love with the kittens? Of course. Are they tempted to keep one? Or five? Absolutely. That's when they have a talk.
"We have to take turns whenever this happens," Hawramani says. "If it's me trying to adopt a cat, he has to talk to me and be like, 'Listen, this can't happen. We have a plan. If you adopt this one, this is going to be it. It'll be really hard to foster after this.' And then similarly, when he wants to adopt a cat, I have to be like, "Listen, we can't do this.'"

The couple's resident cat, Bambi, is a good sport when dealing with the foster kittens. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The plan from here? Fostering for the rest of their lives, they say, and helping cats find homes.
Kittens raised in a home with people, children and pets adjust faster to new environments. Raheem and Hawramani often meet the people adopting their fosters. Some are fans from social media, and some are personal friends. The primary concern is finding loving homes, but there is the secondary benefit, Raheem says, of placing more rescues into minority households.
"A lot of my friends who I grew up with never had cats," he says. "They came over and played with the cats, and a couple of them have adopted cats now. One of them has four."
This is the dream scenario for Brandywine Valley SPCA, the shelter that placed Dust and Bunny with the couple, as well as three previous litters.
"The flexibility, the experience, that's what makes them amazing foster parents," says Marissa Wimmer, who oversees the foster program. (Her title is Life Saving Manager.)

Fostering kittens is vital to their survival -- rescue shelters don't have enough resources to give newborns the overnight care they require. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


In the first eight months of 2025, 94 percent of the 4,623 animals that came into the shelter have been reunified with their owners, placed in new homes or returned to the wild when appropriate. Fostering kittens is vital to their survival -- rescue shelters don't have enough resources to give newborns the overnight care they require.
"It's definitely a time commitment, but there's a reason why they make kittens so cute," Wimmer jokes. At the height of kitten season this year, more than 150 were placed in foster homes.
The stereotypes of Cat Ladies are true: Wimmer says about 90 percent of the shelter's foster parents are women. But more men are stepping up, thanks to accounts like "Abdul's Cats." It reaches younger audiences, especially on Instagram and TikTok.
No one knows how long the social media ride will last. For now, "Abdul's Cats" is alive and well, but Raheem and Hawramani have other dreams: A cat cafe where people can interact with kittens and order ice cream.
In the meanwhile, there are kittens who need homes and people who need cats.
"I feel like once I was around Bambi, came home to Bambi after work, my day was better and I was at ease," Raheem says. "I'm not sure why. I just feel like cats just bring everyone peace."
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D.C.
Inside one man's mission to find D.C's long-lost panda statues
Two decades ago, 150 panda statues were displayed around the District. The statues mostly slipped from public consciousness -- until now.   

Hector Biaggi stands with a panda at a D.C. restaurant near the National Zoo. (Kyle Swenson/The Washington Post)


By Kyle Swenson | 2025-10-02
Hector Biaggi sees pandas everywhere across the District's 60-some square miles.
Any neighborhood the 32-year-old happens to find himself in, he's scanning for pandas. Name a street intersection or Metro stop, and Biaggi can probably reel off the nearest pandas.
And he's not talking about the actual fur-and-blood residents of the National Zoo, Bao Li and Qing Bao, the powerhouse pair that have spawned a devoted fan base since their January 2025 debut. Instead, Biaggi has turned himself into an amateur local art historian, trying to track down the locations of 150 panda statues that were once part of a D.C. arts project in 2004.
"Here's one," Biaggi said on a sun-blasted Saturday morning, as he approached the side of the Cleveland Park Library. The smiling panda sat on a stand, its belly painted with an image of the Jefferson Memorial. It was one of four pandas he knew of within a 10-minute walk.
Biaggi pointed like a curator before a museum exhibit: "This is 'East-West,' by Byron Peck."
The PandaMania project was run by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities and featured work from artists across the world. Its aim was to stir up attention for local arts and culture, while raising money for the arts commission. The statues covered a wide range, with ones that nodded to art ("Panda Van Gogh" and "Pandy Warhol") and political commentary ("Home Rule" and "Patriot Panda"), while others played off history ("William Shakesbeare" and "Cleopandra") and pop culture ("Pandela Anderson" and "Prince Panda").
The project came at a time when many cities were cutting ribbons on public displays of art as a way of sparking civic pride. Chicago kicked off the movement in 1999 with Cows on Parade, a series of cow statues placed around the city. D.C. followed with the Party Animals, a parade of donkeys and elephants representing the two American political parties. The auctions from that effort raised more than $1 million, and PandaMania was the sequel, featuring a quintessentially D.C. figure -- the panda.

A panda sculpture is painted in 2004 on a D.C. street as part of the arts commission project. (Tim Sloan/AFP/Getty Images)


Alexandra MacMaster, the then-project manager behind PandaMania at the commission, said the goal was to get people invested in the project and have them find the pandas across the city.
"We also wanted to tie in the whole city with this. So not just placing them in Northwest, but Northeast and Southeast. So that way we connect the whole city better," she said.
PandaMania drummed up considerable interest at the time, and The Washington Post published a map of each panda's location. But after the statues were auctioned off, they largely slipped from public consciousness, their new homes unknown.
That is, until a few months ago when Biaggi decided to locate their current whereabouts, a one-man effort that's involved hours of internet sleuthing, long-haul trips on public transit and cold calls to potential panda owners. Biaggi says he has found the statues -- which are made of polyurethane, foam and steel, and can weigh up to 700 pounds with their cement base -- outside hospitals and real estate offices, inside airport terminals, and at private homes as far away as Delaware and Akron, Ohio. He confirms the locations by speaking with the owners and viewing recent pictures of the statues.
So far Biaggi has verified the locations of 40 pandas, with good tips on another 70. The pandas are added to a map maintained by Biaggi and documented on his Instagram account.
"I was 10 when this project happened, so I obviously didn't know anything about it," he said. "For me it's been a lot of fun just because nobody else has done it."
Biaggi moved to D.C. from New York three years ago. He didn't know anyone in the city. To explore his new town, he got involved in geocaching, a scavenger hunt in which participants use GPS coordinates to find boxes hidden by others. While searching for a cache, he found his first panda, which had been used as a clue.
Biaggi realized he had spotted a number of similar panda statues on his geocaching adventures. He thought, "I wonder if I could visit all the pandas." Quickly the thought became, "I'm going to find all the pandas."
A few hours of internet research was enough to get hooked. One of his first steps was purchasing a used copy of the program catalogue for the PandaMania project, which included photos and information on each panda.

Of the 150 statues commissioned by the District in 2004, Biaggi has learned the location of around 40. Some, including this statue near the Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan Metro station on Connecticut Avenue NW, are displayed publicly. (Kyle Swenson/The Washington Post)


He loved how the hobby pushed him to amble all over the city. And it was one that matched his natural inclinations. Growing up, he was an avid collector of whatever toy or fad caught his eye. Pokemon cards? Yup. Beanie Babies? Of course. Tech Decks? That too, Biaggi said.
"I remember being at Toys R Us and telling my mom I can't go down a specific aisle because if I see something I like, I'll need to get them all," he said.
So far, many of Biaggi's tips have come from fellow geocachers, people whose own travels have led them to brush up against panda statutes.
"My reputation precedes me. People will meet me and say: 'Oh you're the panda guy. Do you know about the panda here or there?'" he said.

A panda sculpture in D.C. in 2004. (Tim Sloan/AFP/Getty Images)


Janine Goodman purchased one of the pandas back in 2004 along with her husband "for a few hundred dollars," she said recently. "Some of them were going for way more than we were looking to pay," Goodman recalled. "This one was so cute."
The statue -- "Kung Pao Panda" -- has been sitting on the Goodmans' front porch in Cleveland Park ever since. The family has retouched their panda twice in the intervening decades.
"When our kids were in school, the panda got a lot of wear and tear," she said. "Little kids would come up and touch then, ripping off pieces of paint."
On that sunny Saturday afternoon, Biaggi strolled inside a Woodley Park condo complex. This particular amble, however, wasn't purposeless. In the parking lot, Biaggi pointed skyward.
On a nearby apartment balcony, crowding into the space near plants and furniture, was "Prince Panda."
The owner, Stuart Bloch, a D.C. lawyer and property developer, paid around $2,600 for the statue in 2004, he said. For years the bright-yellow panda stood in his home near the Spanish Steps in Kalorama. When he moved into his condo, Bloch paid for a crane to lift the statue onto his fourth-floor balcony.
"My panda is the prettiest panda," Bloch boasted.
That afternoon, Biaggi stared up at Bloch's panda with admiration.
"They'll surprise you," he said.
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Maryland Politics
Maryland to announce $340M deal to reduce pollution from Conowingo Dam
The agreement includes funding for water quality initiatives, a new mussel hatchery and a study on dredging the dam. 

(Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-10-02
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) on Thursday will announce a $340 million deal with Constellation Energy to reduce pollution flowing into the Susquehanna River from the Conowingo Dam, clearing the way to grant a 50-year license to operate the dam's hydroelectric facility that provides the largest source of renewable energy in the state.
The agreement includes funding for water quality initiatives, as well as trash and debris removal. It also addresses other environmental effects on the river from the dam. Among them: improved passages for fish and eels, a new freshwater mussel hatchery, invasive species management, and a study on the scientific and economic viability of dredging the dam to remove trapped sediment.
The deal puts an end to a years-long battle over who should be responsible for mitigating pollution that gets trapped in the dam and released downstream during storms, eventually making its way into the Chesapeake Bay.
"This agreement will lead to real improvements in water quality in the biggest tributary of the Chesapeake Bay, while securing the future of one of our state's largest clean energy producers," Moore said in a statement. "By bringing everyone to the table, we have struck an agreement that is good for the environment, good for energy production, and good for Marylanders."
A previous attempt in 2019 to forge an agreement that included a $230 million investment was met with appeals and legal challenges. In 2022, a panel of three judges on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit threw out a deal that allowed then-dam operator Exelon to avoid any investment in cleaning up pollution. Constellation now runs the dam.
After the courts tossed out the previous license, Moore and other state officials brought the dam operator and environmental advocates together to hash out a settlement that all stakeholders could live with. The negotiations took about a year, and the final agreement has the support of the environmental advocacy groups who filed the legal challenge against the old deal.
"All parties -- including environmental groups who challenged a previous framework -- have signed on," Maryland Environment Secretary Serena McIlwain said in a statement. "From restored fisheries to enhanced recreation and tourism, the benefits of a healthier Susquehanna River flow through our communities, our industries, and the Chesapeake Bay."
The state relies on clean waterways for its $3.2 billion tourism industry and its nearly $600 million seafood industry.
Most of the sediment and chemicals that end up trapped behind the Conowingo Dam come from farms upstream in Pennsylvania and New York.
Companies that have run the dam have long argued that because the dam does not create pollution, they should have limited responsibility for cleaning up that mess. In fact, the dam operators have argued that the dam prevents millions of pounds of sediment and trash from ever reaching the bay.
But environmental advocates have pointed out that the dam is no longer able to absorb sediment. Because the dam has trapped years' worth of sediment and debris, that pollution gets released in mass quantities every time it rains heavily, disrupting ecosystems along the Susquehanna River and in the Chesapeake Bay.
The agreement announced Thursday strikes a balance between both sides, with Constellation committing to invest more than $340 million to keep the Susquehanna River clean and support critical aquatic species that have historically been harmed by the dam.
"This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for Maryland to secure water quality conditions that would help restore aquatic species and habitats and mitigate the sediment that surges downstream with every major rain event," said Robin Broder, acting executive director of Waterkeepers Chesapeake, one of the groups that challenged the old deal.
Constellation President and CEO Joe Dominguez said the deal secures clean energy for the state of Maryland over the next 50 years, while also protecting a river that many Constellation employees and their families also enjoy.
"Many of us, including myself, enjoy recreational activities on the Susquehanna below the dam," Dominguez said. "This is our backyard."
Dominguez also emphasized the economic importance of keeping the hydroelectric plant running to supply affordable and clean power, especially at a time when the state and region are facing increasing demands for energy as more vehicles and businesses become electrified, more companies embrace artificial intelligence and the data economy continues to grow.
"To be part of a settlement here that really brings together a lot of different coalitions who have been arguing about this for years and create a pathway to keeping the bay clean for generations to come and also using it as this wonderful source of clean power for the region," Dominguez said, "it's a win-win-win from our perspective."
Now that the state has entered into an agreement with Constellation and other stakeholders, the 50-year license application and settlement can go to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which has the authority to permit the hydroelectric facility to operate. That process could be delayed by the federal government shutdown that began Wednesday, but state officials said they hope it will pick up again when the shutdown ends.
Most of the stipulations in the agreement are front-loaded, so that Constellation's major investments -- including in a new mussel hatchery -- come in the first five to 10 years of its 50-year license.
The agreement also includes a commitment to put $18.7 million toward studying the scientific and economic viability of dredging some of the sediment trapped by the dam, which was a major goal for environmental advocates that they say would not have been in the final settlement if they hadn't been involved.
"We've been in this for 16 years, working to make sure that the dam is licensed with both fair and responsible conditions," said Ted Evgeniadis, executive director of the Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association. "We know that the impacts from Conowingo are real and we were fortunate we took the right steps and the necessary legal action to get us to this point today."
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D.C. Politics
Fight gearing up over D.C. bill to recycle bottles and cans for cash
Supporters and opponents testified in droves at a D.C. Council hearing on a plan to add a 10-cent fee to bottle and can sales that would be refunded when the containers are recycled.

A volunteer picks up bottles and cans along the Anacostia River during an Anacostia Riverkeeper cleanup in 2024. A D.C. bill to create a recycling program aims to reduce litter in the river. (Moriah Ratner/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright | 2025-10-02
At a marathon hearing at the D.C. Council on Wednesday over legislation that would change how bottles and cans are recycled, environmental advocates testified in droves to voice their high hopes for a cleaner river free of litter. But the bill faces fierce opposition from the beverage industry, the mayor and some local retailers who are worried that associated costs will damage their bottom lines.
With more than 200 people signed up to speak at the hearing, testimony stretched into the evening, including from environmentalists, beverage and restaurant industry representatives, grocers, liquor store owners and even Girl Scouts. In addition to concerns from industry representatives, council members fielded skepticism from local small businesses and retailers concerned that implementing the legislation -- colloquially referred to as the "bottle bill" -- would prove hectic and costly.
The measure would add a 10-cent deposit to the price of many beverage containers sold in D.C. stores, and create a system for people to return their empty bottles and cans to get their money back -- as well as incentivize entrepreneurial residents to pick up littered containers and make a profit. Fees from beverage companies would fund the system. Its advocates contend that similar bills elsewhere have proved to boost recycling rates, and they are enthusiastic about the bill's potential to clean up D.C.'s rivers.
After Wednesday's public hearing, the bill would have to pass two full council votes before it could move to the desk of D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who said she flatly opposes the bill. "I don't support it. It's bad for business," she said at a news conference Tuesday where she also announced a slate of proposals aimed at boosting the city's battered economy.
Bowser's Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development also weighed in against the bill. "Businesses have spoken loud and clear that administrative burdens are making it more difficult to operate and that adding new ones can be life-or-death," Ryan Nicholas, the agency's legislative director, said in written testimony to the council. "This bill, while well-intentioned, will make it more difficult for certain businesses to operate in the District."
The American Beverage Association's campaign to residents is underway. A group called the Alliance for an Affordable DC was sending mass text messages to D.C. residents, paid for by the association. "D.C. is already too expensive! Don't let the Council make YOUR everyday costs even higher. Tell them NO!" said the message, which linked to a template for a form letter opposing the bill that could be sent to the D.C. Council.
But council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), who introduced the bill in January with support from a majority of her council colleagues, organized some counterprogramming. She convened a group of reporters and environmental advocates for a boat tour of the Anacostia River on Tuesday, seeking to preempt the industry's critiques with a close-up view of the problem she was trying to solve: the abundance of discarded plastic bottles lining the river's banks.
"What better way to illustrate what's at stake for D.C. than getting out on the river and seeing the damage that's been done?" Nadeau asked.

Anacostia Riverkeeper Trey Sherard leads reporters on a boat tour of the Anacostia with D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) and other bottle bill supporters on Tuesday. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


She said plastic bottles make up 60 percent by weight of the trash recovered from the Anacostia River. The bottles make their way there largely through storm drains, said Anacostia Riverkeeper Trey Sherard, who leads advocacy efforts to restore the waterway's health and served as the guide on Nadeau's tour.
Sherard said he thinks the bottle bill could have a similar effect as a 5-cent fee on plastic bags that was imposed in 2010. "Within almost no time at all, we stopped seeing bags as the number one item" in the river, Sherard said.
Nadeau's bill would apply to plastic, glass and metal bottles and cans, but not dairy products, baby formula, medicines and cartons or pouches. Refunds would be issued only for containers sold in D.C.; the bill says the containers' origins could be tracked using a D.C.-specific barcode. Retailers with more than 2,000 square feet of space would have to provide customers with a way of returning their containers for the cash, such as a reverse vending machine.
Nadeau and other supporters of the bill have pointed to success in some of the 10 states that have similar policies on the books -- including Oregon, which last year reported that 90 percent of bottles sold in the state were ultimately redeemed. She also pointed to studies that found bottle bills have reduced beverage container litter by upward of 70 percent in some states. 
Nadeau said there is no evidence to support claims that bottle bills raise costs for consumers -- and contends that the new system would save taxpayers money because it would reduce the amount of waste the city needs to haul from curbside recycling bins to recycling plants. She also said the bill would ensure that more containers are actually recycled; because of contamination issues and other problems, she said, much of the waste placed in D.C.'s single-stream recycling bins does not actually get fully recycled.
But not all agree the bottle bill is the right way to tackle pollution. The legislation faces pushback from organizations representing beverage companies, which would have to pay fees to help administer the system, and large food retailers, which would have to set up systems to collect empty bottles.
Carrie Kohns, a spokesperson for the Alliance for an Affordable DC, which is funded by the American Beverage Association, said the bill would raise costs for both consumers and small businesses. "Working families, seniors on fixed income, and so many others across DC without reliable transportation cannot afford to store, transport and redeem bottles -- therefore this serves as a tax on so many DC residents at a time when they are already dealing with sky high grocery prices," Kohns wrote in an emailed statement.

A text message funded by the American Beverage Industry encourages D.C. residents to oppose the bottle bill. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


In the hearing room Wednesday, scores of the bill's supporters, who testified about its potential to improve the health of the city's waterways and prevent more exposure to health-threatening microplastics, wore blue shirts with the tagline "Earn cash. Cut trash."
"This one piece of legislation could cut the amount of trash going into the river by half or more," said Christopher Williams, president of the Anacostia Watershed Society.
Opponents in the room wore orange shirts with the words "No Dirty Bottle Bill!" Representatives from regional beverage distribution companies testified one after the other against the bill.
But the criticism of the bill did not come entirely from larger beverage industry groups. A number of local liquor stores, grocers and breweries testified about their own concerns -- concerns that council members said they will take seriously as they look to adjust the legislation.
Ki Yoon, the owner of the local Magruder's supermarket, said he feared the bottle bill would add to the already intense challenges of running an independent grocery store in D.C. -- including the economic downturn caused by the mass firings of federal workers and increase in costs due to tariffs. Yoon said he worries about fulfilling the bill's requirement to accept bottle returns; he said he would have to dedicate staff to deal with any unsanitary bottles and devote precious space to a reverse vending machine.
While the bill says that stores will get a handling fee to help defray the costs of managing returns, some business owners expressed concern that the fee would not be enough to cover their extra costs.
Yoon said businesses like his take on challenges "stoically. We do without complaints." But the bottle bill, he said, "would actually break a store like mine."
While beverage companies under a certain sales threshold would be exempt from paying some of the fees associated with the bottle bill, they would still have to pay some kind of registration fee to help cover the costs of administering the program. Thor Cheston, co-founder of the D.C.-based Right Proper Brewing Company, said he was concerned about how the requirement would affect his business, which has relatively little cash on hand.
"It's really cool to see how it's worked for decades in a state like Oregon," Cheston said in an interview ahead of the hearing. "But if [the D.C. bill] means moving forward with something quickly without taking a hard look at the math, the repercussions are going to be horrendous."
Nadeau's office could not say exactly how much the bill would cost a business like Right Proper. The bill said the fees would be determined after assessments of the program's costs. But she said that in general, the most substantial fees target large beverage companies such as Coca-Cola and Pepsi, and the fees for smaller distributors would probably be between $500 and $2,000 per year.

Discarded beverage bottles line the sides of the Anacostia River, as seen during a boat ride Tuesday. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


Tuesday was a relatively clean day on the Anacostia River, according to Sherard. After it rains is when the most bottles are flushed into the river. Nonetheless, "the scale of the problem here is extraordinary," he said.
As Sherard's boat motored along, herons stood in the river. Turtles sunned on logs. Purple pickerel plants sprouted up in marshy spots on the shore. But along the sides of the river and floating here and there between its banks were also a smattering of beverage containers, by far the most prominent form of trash visible: Gatorade bottles. Pepsi bottles. A stray can of Red Bull.
"This river, this is a unique place," Sherard said. "Most cities worldwide, they don't have this kind of natural space at this scale inside city limits. And it's really something that we need to protect."
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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Maryland Politics
Maryland residents with non-apparent disabilities get butterfly ID marker 
Under Eric's ID law, people with autism and other non-apparent disabilities can obtain a state-issued ID that is meant to alert law enforcement officers of their condition.

Eric Carpenter-Grantham and his mother, Linda, both wearing white buttons, stand next to an enlarged version of a Maryland ID with a butterfly emblem at the MVA White Oak branch in Silver Spring on Wednesday. (Dana Munro/ The Washington Post)


By Dana Munro | 2025-10-02
Back in 2022, then-Maryland Del. Rachel Jones didn't think dropping campaign fliers at homes in her downstate district would be a particularly dangerous activity for her 12-year-old son, Aaron, who has autism.
But Aaron accidentally went to the back door of a house in Dunkirk rather than the front to deposit fliers. Suddenly, Jones saw her son sprinting down the street with four adults chasing him, she said. He ran into the car and cried.
"It was a very scary moment," Jones said, explaining that Aaron's condition made him unable to defuse the situation.
Thanks to a law that went into effect on Wednesday, the now-16-year-old Aaron has a state-issued ID marked with a butterfly that indicates he has a non-apparent disability.

Aaron Jones, 16, shows off his new ID with his mother, former Maryland delegate Rachel Jones, center, and Del. Kym Taylor (D-Prince George's County) on Wednesday in Silver Spring. (Dana Munro/ The Washington Post)


Jones drafted a bill in 2022 that served as a precursor to what is known as Eric's ID Law.
"This is what we wanted, is something on the ID that law enforcement, anybody, can take a few extra seconds to look at and say, 'Oh, let me have some understanding when I'm communicating with this person,'" she said at the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration's White Oak Branch office in Silver Spring, where the first butterfly-adorned IDs were distributed Wednesday.
Anyone in the state can get the marker on their ID or driver's license simply by asking for it, no paperwork necessary, said Chrissy Nizer, head of the Maryland Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Administration.
Aaron was the second person in the state to receive the ID. Eric Carpenter-Grantham, 20, for whom the law was named, was the first.
Carpenter-Grantham started thinking about issues that could arise in his future encounters with police in 2020, shortly after George Floyd was killed by a Minneapolis police officer. Floyd's murder prompted Eric's mother, Linda Carpenter-Grantham, to give her son a talk about interacting with police, worried about how his autism would factor into such an encounter.
"She told me put my hands up. Don't reach for my phone because they probably would think I'm reaching for a gun. Just yell out my name and her phone number and yell out I have autism," Eric Carpenter-Grantham recalled.
He said the conversation had him thinking of his friends and the myriad ways their autism manifests in their behaviors and communication styles. They might freeze or run if stopped by police, he said, scared of the presence of tasers or guns.
In 2023, after mulling over how to bridge the potential disconnect between people with disabilities and law enforcement, he landed on the ID marker idea, Carpenter-Grantham said.
The idea of using a butterfly came from the butterfly magnet on his mother's refrigerator, he said. He and his mom searched online to see if the insect had any special significance. They discovered butterfly iconography represents "hope, peace, freedom and change," he said.
Those words became guiding principles in the battle that lay ahead in Annapolis.

State Sen. Will Smith (D-Montgomery County) speaks at the event to celebrate the enactment of Eric's ID Law. (Dana Munro/ The Washington Post)


The mother-son duo brought the idea to state Sen. Will Smith (D-Montgomery County), who represents their Silver Spring neighborhood. He loved the idea, he said, and committed to sponsoring a bill.
But some state agency leaders and disabilities rights advocates pushed back, raising concerns about privacy, stigma, insurance rates and more.
"All these things that you never would have considered were brought up, and they're all valid and legitimate," Smith said. The lawmakers worked "to negotiate and to consult people from all across the interest groups, all across the spectrum."
Under the law, the state is barred from conveying whether someone has the disability marker to insurance companies, a measure of protection against cardholders being charged higher premiums for obtaining one of the IDs. Those with disabilities may elect to get the marker, but it is completely voluntary.
Smith said that throughout the process of testifying for the bill, a number of high-profile incidents between people with disabilities and law enforcement officers in the state resurfaced.
In 2013, Robert Ethan Saylor, who had Down syndrome, died of asphyxia after three off-duty Frederick County sheriff's deputies restrained him when he refused to leave a mall movie theater, a scuffle that caused all four men to collapse in a heap. In 2021, Ryan LeRoux was killed by police at a McDonald's drive-through in Montgomery County while in the middle of a mental health crisis. Police alleged he was holding a gun.
The butterfly probably will not de-escalate every interaction, Smith said. An encounter with law enforcement officers could still go dangerously awry if someone with a non-apparent disability reaches into their pocket to pull out the ID, and communication breakdowns will probably persist. The butterfly-marked ID will just provide the officer with another "information data point on how to deal with that person," Smith said.
On Wednesday afternoon, Eric Carpenter-Grantham was surrounded by people cheering and chanting his name as he received his ID.
"I want to let the disability community know that this law was created for you and for me to feel safe and have a voice," he told a crowd of lawmakers, friends and young people with disabilities as the sun shined brightly on the brick building behind him.
As he beamed at his fresh ID emblazoned with the insignia inspired by his fridge magnet, Carpenter-Grantham's mind zeroed in on his next challenge: learning to drive.
"Hopefully I can get my driver's license next," he said.
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D.C.
Immigration officers still patrol with D.C. police after Trump emergency
The Washington Post reviewed photos and videos of at least half a dozen incidents since Sept. 10. They show D.C. police officers with masked agents in vests labeled HSI for Homeland Security Investigations.

D.C. police, along with federal agents, conduct a traffic stop near Union Station on Aug. 30. The Trump administration deployed federal officers and the National Guard to the District in August. (Andrew Leyden/Getty Images)


By Emma Uber, Teo Armus | 2025-10-02
Immigration authorities are continuing to patrol the District with D.C. police weeks after the expiration of President Donald Trump's order placing city police under federal control, leaving some local leaders and residents alarmed and confused about D.C. police's role in immigration enforcement.
The department -- which has for years been restricted by D.C. law from cooperating with immigration authorities -- was compelled to aid in immigration enforcement during the 30-day emergency Trump declared in August to fight crime. When the emergency ended Sept. 10, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said at a news conference that "immigration enforcement is not what MPD does, and with the end of the emergency, it won't be what MPD does in the future."
The Washington Post reviewed photos and videos of at least half a dozen incidents since Sept. 10. They show D.C. police officers with masked agents in vests -- labeled HSI for Homeland Security Investigations -- and D.C. police cruisers parked beside vehicles marked "U.S. Customs and Border Protection." In two of those videos, men detained by D.C. police ended up in U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody and remain in ICE detention centers.
Court filings over the past three weeks detail how D.C. police and Homeland Security officers have continued to patrol together. And two law enforcement officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal operations said officers with HSI and U.S. Customs and Border Protection have continued to attend D.C. police roll calls.
During an unrelated news conference Tuesday, when asked to clarify what was happening on the ground between D.C. police and ICE, Bowser said, "I am aware of what's been happening on the ground and ICE is not patrolling with MPD."
In follow-up comments later in the day to The Post, Bowser reiterated that D.C. police were not on patrol with federal immigration authorities. "Ask federal immigration, don't ask us ... they're not patrolling with us," she said. "MPD is not giving the federal government anybody."
The Post shared the videos, police report and DHS statements with the mayor's office on Tuesday. On Wednesday, the mayor acknowledged that D.C. police have been patrolling with immigration authorities, saying "We never wanted MPD to patrol with Homeland Security agencies, but they are part of the task force, and that should change." (The Department of Homeland Security includes ICE, Customs and Border Protection, and Homeland Security Investigations.)
A video from Sept. 25 shows a D.C. police officer releasing a man in a neon yellow construction jacket from handcuffs, then passing his wrists -- still held behind his back -- to a masked man in a Homeland Security uniform who immediately handcuffs the man again before leading him to an unmarked car. Another man is handcuffed by city officers and led to a marked D.C. police cruiser.
The incident, which occurred outside D.C. Bilingual Public Charter School during dismissal, began as a traffic stop for a car that was missing a rear license plate, a D.C. police report shows. According to the report, the driver did not have a valid driver's license and was arrested.
The report says the passenger was released but doesn't mention that D.C. police released him directly into ICE custody. Tricia McLaughlin, a spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Security, said ICE officers detained Mayker Enrique Salas-Araujo of Venezuela during a traffic stop Sept. 25. She said he had illegally entered the United States on Nov. 24, 2023.

Video obtained by The Post shows D.C. police handing a man over to a masked Homeland Security officer on Sept. 25.


In a news conference last month, Bowser reiterated concerns about masked ICE officers "terrorizing communities." And on Sept. 15, Trump posted to social media that Bowser "informed the Federal Government" that D.C. police would no longer cooperate with ICE -- and threatened to retake control of the department. A spokesperson for the White House said in an email to The Post said that "the Trump Administration looks forward to continued collaboration with local leaders to keep DC safe and get all criminals, regardless of immigration status, off our streets."
D.C. Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) says she fears a dangerously deteriorating relationship between the community and city police.
"Until this year there was a very clear line between MPD and ICE, and that provided comfort to residents," Nadeau said. "This is undermining the community's trust in MPD."

An agent from Homeland Security Investigations holds a detained man during a traffic stop on Aug. 17. (Alexander Drago/Reuters)


Last month, Bowser ordered indefinite coordination between city and federal law enforcement in a move she framed as a pathway to exit the Trump-declared emergency. The order names Justice Department agencies such as the FBI and Drug Enforcement Administration as partners, but doesn't mention any federal immigration enforcement agencies.
An order signed Aug. 14 by D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith allows officers to share information with immigration authorities about people not in custody -- such as during traffic stops -- and help immigration authorities transport detained suspects. The order remains in place, but Bowser said Tuesday that it's "moot" because the 30-day crime emergency has ended. The order does not say that it expires at the end of the emergency.
Even under the order, D.C. police policy bars officers from allowing federal immigration authorities to question someone in D.C. police custody and prohibits police from alerting authorities about details of custody releases.
On Sept. 24, D.C. police officers on a joint patrol with federal law enforcement -- including Homeland Security -- stopped a man in the 1600 block of Lamont Street NW who matched the description of a person being sought by police, D.C. police spokesperson Tom Lynch said. As D.C. police worked to identify the man, Lynch said, the Homeland Security Investigation agents searched the man's immigration status.
D.C. officers realized they had the wrong man, Lynch said, but Homeland Security agents then took him into custody on a civil immigration violation.
A video posted to social media of the incident shows D.C. police taking away the man in handcuffs. McLaughlin, the DHS spokesperson, said it was D.C. police who determined that Jose Bonilla Lopez, 32, a Honduran national, was in the United States illegally and contacted ICE to make an arrest. That would be a violation of D.C. police general orders and D.C. law. McLaughlin did not respond to questions seeking to clarify the discrepancies between the DHS and D.C. police accounts.
Bonilla's brother, Joel Bonilla Lopez, said his brother had come to D.C. looking to make a better living and build a house back home. He found work as a gardener in Virginia and a studio apartment in Northwest D.C. to share with his brother.
"He didn't do anything bad," his brother said. "Why did ICE get involved at all?"
Lynch said all federal law enforcement can enforce immigration in D.C., including those patrolling with D.C. police.
Two D.C. police officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal operations said officers and high-ranking officials alike have received no guidance on what they should do if the federal officers with whom they are required to patrol decide to make an immigration-related arrest.
Oliver Merino, an organizer with Colectivo de Familias Migrantes, said there can be little trust in police or Bowser's administration "if there is no transparency -- if there is no kind of accountability about this type of collaboration when we hear one thing from the mayor but another thing is happening on the ground."
The District's Sanctuary Values Amendment Act -- which was passed by the D.C. Council and then signed by Bowser in 2019 during the first Trump administration -- bars D.C. from honoring detainer requests without a warrant and prevents ICE agents from questioning people who are in the District's custody.
Merino called instances of police collaborating with immigration authorities "a continued attack on the Sanctuary Values Act" that would only cause members of his group to lose trust in local law enforcement -- including in situations where people fear reporting crimes.
"Do they call? Do they not call? They don't know what to do."

Council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), center, at a council meeting on May 6. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The CEO of the school near where Mayker Enrique Salas-Araujo was arrested last month wrote a letter to Bowser and the members of the D.C. Council outlining her concerns about D.C. police's role in immigration enforcement. Daniela Anello wrote that during the incident at least nine officers from D.C. police, Homeland Security Investigations, Enforcement and Removal Operations, Customs and Border Protection and the FBI were just steps from the school's playground as parents came to collect their children.
Videos show two men sitting on the street with their hands cuffed behind their backs as officers tell shouting bystanders to back up. One D.C. police officer is seen telling bystanders, "If you have such a problem with us, don't call 911 next time."
A bystander can be heard yelling that students "had to be moved across the hall because they were so scared of seeing all of you in the window and they ask what's going to happen and if they were going to be taken, so if that doesn't speak to your heart then maybe you need to look in a little deeper."
Another D.C. police officer can be heard responding, "Make up the narrative because that's what you do anyways."
In the letter, Anello wrote that the school -- which serves a large Latino and immigrant population -- has developed a strong relationship with D.C. police, with officers volunteering to speak with students about safety, attending career fairs, and ensuring safe arrival and dismissal. She wrote that "incidents like today's arrest threaten to erode that trust."
"I respectfully request a clear statement regarding MPD's role in this arrest and continued immigration enforcement and concrete steps that will be taken to ensure that families in our community can trust DC law enforcement to protect DC residents, rather than act as an extension of federal immigration enforcement," she wrote.
She sent the letter Sept. 25. As of Wednesday, she said some officials have acknowledged the letter, including the director of the Mayor's Office of Community Affairs. But she said no one answered her questions about D.C. police's role in immigration enforcement.
Meagan Flynn and Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: October starts with a delightful stretch through the weekend
Feeling like fall with low humidity and a cool breeze today. Warming up by the weekend but still nice.

(Katie Rapp)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Matthew Cappucci | 2025-10-01
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Pleasant evening 60s give way to cool lows in the mid-40s to low 50s. Skies are clear through the night.
What's next? A touch cooler Thursday and Friday with plenty of sun. Warmer this weekend but still with pretty low humidity. Rain chances about nil through the weekend.
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Capital Weather Gang
D.C. October outlook: A warm, dry month will worsen drought
Drought expanded in September because of the lack of rain. Precipitation prospects in October are also poor.

Picking the perfect pumpkin along Massachusetts Avenue in D.C. on Sunday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr) 


By Jason Samenow | 2025-10-02
As the calendar turned to October, the atmosphere obliged: Tropical humidity suddenly cleared, letting crisp air sweep in. But the reprieve will be short-lived.
Warmth builds back by next week, setting the stage for a month about two degrees warmer than average -- and drier, too, with drought conditions poised to expand.
We predict just 1.5 to 2 inches of rain this month, which is roughly half the norm.

Predicted high and low temperatures for the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell) 


The cooler-than-normal start to the month -- with highs only around 70 degrees -- will last until Friday. Temperatures will climb through the 70s this weekend and then to around 80 Monday through Wednesday next week. After that, they're projected to cool back down briefly.
Beyond that, confidence in projections decrease. Models gently lean toward warmer than normal conditions during the middle third of October. The final 10 days are even more of a wild card, but simulations suggest near- to slightly below normal temperatures.
Taking everything together, the month will probably end up warmer than normal, but not by a large margin.

Precipitation difference from normal over the next 30 days as simulated by the European modeling system. (WeatherBell) 


There is somewhat higher confidence in the precipitation outlook.
No rain is forecast until Wednesday, Oct. 8, and model simulations suggest much below-normal precipitation for the first half of the month. The second half may be a bit wetter, but both the American and European model systems project 1 to 2 inches less rain than normal for the month overall.
October is typically a delightful month in the D.C. area. Average highs begin in the mid-70s and end in the mid-60s. Nighttime lows cool from the 50s to the 40s.
Many areas outside the Capital Beltway often experience their first freeze. At Washington Dulles International Airport, the average first freeze is Oct. 19. (The average first freeze at Reagan National Airport isn't until Nov. 17.)

Median date of first freeze for the years 1990-1991 to 2019-2020. (Midwest Regional Climate Center) 


Across the entire month, historic records show D.C.'s highest October temperature was 98 degrees in 2019 and its lowest was 26 in 1873 and 1917.
Once in a great while, it snows. D.C. received 0.3 inches of snow as early as Oct. 10 in 1979. On Oct. 30 and 31, 1925, 2.2 inches fell. The last time D.C. residents spotted October snow was in 2011 from a late month nor'easter.
October is often a tame month, but fierce storms have socked the area. Notable events include Superstorm Sandy in 2012, which unleashed fierce winds and torrents of rain, and Hurricane Hazel in 1954, which produced a record 98 mph wind gust.
September was generally an uneventful month. The average temperature of 72.2 degrees was close to normal. Highs reached at least 90 degrees twice, but the rest of the days were in the 70s and 80s.
Although it was generally cooler than normal during the month's first half, temperatures were modestly warmer than normal after that.
The rainfall of 3.72 inches at Reagan National Airport was only slightly (0.21 inches) below normal, but most of the surrounding area saw less than that. Dulles International Airport, for example, received just 1.22 inches.

U.S. Drought Monitor issued Sept. 25. (UNL/USDA/NOAA)


The lack of rain, especially west of Interstate 95, caused drought to develop and expand.
Last month, we incorrectly predicted a cooler than normal September, since it was close to average, but we accurately forecast it to be on the dry side.
Matt Rogers contributed to this report.
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Capital Letters
Trumpeting tied these two together. Now, they must go solo.
A Northern Virginia couple call themselves the "Traveling Trumpeters" as they roam the region playing songs whose titles correspond to the locations they're in. 

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Clarence Williams | 2025-10-01

The "Traveling Trumpeters" featuring Isabella Lowe and boyfriend Riley Baisch recorded their rendition of  "The Washington Post March" alongside guest musician Michael Harper of the National Symphony Orchestra outside The Washington Post's downtown office in September. (Clarence Williams/TWP)


Isabella Lowe fiddled with the audio recorder sound levels to ensure the bustle of lunchtime traffic in downtown Washington wouldn't drown out her video recording.
Lowe, boyfriend Riley Baisch and guest accompanist Michael Harper, of the National Symphony Orchestra, glanced at their sheet music, pursed their lips and belted out the opening bars of "The Washington Post March" in front of the newspaper's K Street headquarters.
John Philip Sousa blasted from their brass horns during their 60-second sidewalk performance. No one stopped to listen, but they nailed the video in a single take.
The footage will eventually join a handful other videos shot by the Northern Virginia couple, who use Instagram and YouTube shorts not for clicks but as a playful lark of love. They call themselves the "Traveling Trumpeters."
The project launched with an overture from Lowe: Wouldn't it be funny if we played a song that has the same title as the location?
"I like puns," Lowe laughed. "It just merged two things we love doing together: music and travel."
Their musical interludes are set to iconic scenery. They've played the theme from the movie "Rocky" on the Rocky Steps in Philadelphia; John Denver's "Take Me Home, Country Roads" on a deserted West Virginia country road; and "Hot Potato" outside of the Big Idaho Potato Hotel.
But their Sept. 8 shoot may be their last, a least for a while.
For as Baisch played, only 48 hours separated him from a new march: toward boot camp and an unchoreographed future in the U.S. Navy.

A small trumpet at Riley Baisch's mother's home In Manassas, Virginia. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Solemn trumpet notes echoed off the Old Rag Shelter, as a rush of Shenandoah River current swished through an early autumn Appalachian forest.
Lowe and Baisch seamlessly harmonized to "Shenandoah," faces flushed from carrying their horns on the 10-mile "Old Rag" hiking circuit.
"We recorded the video on the way down, so we were gassed," Baisch said. "After we recorded the video we thought we should upload this; it could be fun."
The October 2021 video was their first and another touchstone in a relationship that began in a three-person trumpet section of a regional high school orchestra.
For Lowe, 26, practicing trumpet alone at home was the perfect stage for an introverted adolescent. High school marching band slowly helped her emerge from the shell of her trumpet case.

Lowe, 26, and Baisch, 28, both majored in music. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Baisch chose the trumpet because it was a middle school requirement and had only three moving parts. He discovered the instrument fits a meticulous but creative mind.
Both later majored in music and even shared a community college trumpet coach, a military music veteran. The videos were a way to have fun while they chased paid teaching and private ensemble gigs together.
Months after the "Shenandoah" recording, a decade of friendship blossomed into a romantic commitment.
Military enlistment isn't the best way to foster love -- or a social media following -- but Baisch's move fits an artist seeking steady work.
And uniformity suits him.
His mother envisioned a military career for him when he was 8. A four-year span of class photos shows Baisch with the same cropped haircut and the same shirt.
Baisch hopes that joining the U.S. Navy will tick some boxes the 28-year-old has chased after years of auditioning to land in one of seven fleet bands:
Travel abroad.
Expanded musical range.
A full-time trumpeting gig.
And maybe, the Navy travels will produce new ideas for their YouTube channel, which has 39 subscribers.

Frances Kelley leans into her son as he prepares to leave for basic training with the U.S. Navy. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Baisch cinched up a blue U.S. Navy recruiting satchel small enough to fit what he could bring to a new life: identification papers; phone charger; toothbrush, a T-shirt and shorts.
"I only need to fend for myself for one night. On Wednesday night I will arrive at boot camp and they will take it all away from me anyway," he said.
He would leave his mom, sister and 13 trumpets in his family's Manassas-area basement. A day later, an "excited but sad" Lowe would join that list of loves left behind.
"You don't know what the future holds. I knew a new chapter for both of our lives was coming," Lowe said.
Ahead lay a short drive for the couple in his silver Kia -- the one with logos of a trumpet and the U.S. Navy on the back -- to an oath of service and then the Great Lakes Recruit Training Command in Illinois.
For nine long weeks, the Traveling Trumpeters will be soloists.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)
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Science
How AI is making it easier to design new toxins without being detected
Artificial intelligence can design toxic proteins that escape biosecurity cracks, sparking concerns over potential misuse.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2025-10-02

(Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post)


In October 2023, two scientists at Microsoft discovered a startling vulnerability in a safety net intended to prevent bad actors from using  artificial intelligence tools to concoct hazardous proteins for warfare or terrorism.
Those gaping security holes and how they were discovered were kept confidential until Thursday, when a report in the journal Science detailed how researchers generated thousands of AI-engineered versions of 72 toxins that escaped detection. The research team, a group of leading industry scientists and biosecurity experts, designed a patch to fix this problem found in four different screening methods. But they warn that experts will have to keep searching for future breaches in this safety net.
"This is like a Windows update model for the planet. We will continue to stay on it and send out patches as needed, and also define the research processes and best practices moving forward to stay ahead of the curve as best we can," Eric Horvitz, chief scientific officer of Microsoft and one of the leaders of the work, said at a press briefing.
The team considered the incident the first AI and biosecurity "zero day" -- borrowing a term from the cyber-world for defense gaps software developers don't know about that leave them susceptible to an attack.
In recent years, researchers have been using AI to design bespoke proteins. The work has opened up vast potential across many fields of science. With these tools, scientists can create proteins to degrade plastic pollution, fight disease or make crops more resilient.
But with possibility comes risk. That's why in October 2023, the Microsoft scientists embarked on an initial "adversarial" pilot study, in advance of a protein engineering biosecurity conference. The researchers never manufactured any of the proteins but created digital versions as part of the study.
Outside biosecurity experts applauded the study and the patch, but said that this is not an area where one single approach to biosecurity is sufficient.
"What's happening with AI-related science is that the front edge of the technology is accelerating much faster than the back end ... in managing the risks," said David Relman, a microbiologist at Stanford University School of Medicine. "It's not just that we have a gap -- we have a rapidly widening gap, as we speak. Every minute we sit here talking about what we need to do about the things that were just released, we're already getting further behind."
Proteins are the building blocks of life -- strings of amino acids that perform crucial functions in cells. They can build muscles, fend off pathogens and carry out chemical reactions necessary for life. Proteins can be spelled out as a sequence of letters, but they fold and twist into 3D shapes. Their form is key to their function. Predicting the structure of proteins was, for decades, a major challenge in science.
The winners of last year's chemistry Nobel Prize shared the award for work that allowed scientists to predict protein structure and use AI to custom design proteins with different shapes and functions.
Those functions can be positive -- biosensors to detect environmental toxins or used to diagnose a disease. They can also be harmful.
As their test case, Horvitz and his collaborator Bruce Wittmann used AI tools to initially "paraphrase" parts of the code of ricin, a deadly poison naturally found in castor beans. In digital form, they created tens of thousands of AI-generated proteins that were spelled differently than the original, but would  probably still be toxic.
Translating these digital concepts into real-life proteins relies on DNA synthesis companies, which create strands of DNA that scientists can study in the lab and use to generate the protein of interest. The industry standard is for DNA synthesis companies to deploy biosecurity software designed to guard against nefarious activity by flagging proteins of concern -- for example, known toxins or components of pathogens.
When the researchers tested two major companies' biosecurity screening techniques, they found that "up to 100 percent" of the AI-generated ricin-like proteins evaded detection. Because the new proteins no longer looked like ricin, they were not flagged.
Once they discovered this vulnerability, Horvitz and Wittmann brought in more collaborators and expanded their research to dozens of toxins and components of viruses. Again, they used AI techniques to "paraphrase" parts of their code while retaining their harmful structure, creating more than 70,000 synthetic versions.
Screening programs were good at screening out the original toxins, but let thousands of the new versions slip by. Once the researchers discovered the scale of the problem, they devised a patch.
"This is a really valuable study, in that it shows there is a problem -- and that it shows AI is going to change the nature of the problem. But it's not an insoluble problem," said Tom Inglesby, director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security at the Bloomberg School of Public Health, who was not involved in the work.
Under a federal framework that is  being updated, researchers who receive federal funding are required to place orders with DNA synthesis companies that use biosecurity screening software. What worries many biosecurity experts is how the system still largely relies on voluntary compliance, and many gaps could allow people to make AI-designed toxins without anyone noticing.
Not only can the screening software itself be tricked, as shown in the new study, but not all companies deploy the software.
Another challenge is that not all synthesis occurs at large companies. Benchtop devices can be used to synthesize short strands of DNA, and these could be patched together to create proteins.
And more fundamentally, while some proteins are toxic because they are similar to existing ones, people could also design entirely new kinds of toxins that could escape notice.
A different approach, biosecurity experts say, is to ensure AI software itself is imbued with safeguards before digital ideas are at the cusp of being brought into labs for research and experimentation. Tessa Alexanian, a biosecurity expert at the International Biosecurity and Biosafety Initiative for Science, a Swiss nonprofit, said that 180 AI developers signed a series of commitments last year, including a vow to support the development of new strategies to add biosecurity screening earlier in the process, before proteins are being made.
Some think the clearest path forward is a registry to deter bad actors.
"The only surefire way to avoid problems is to log all DNA synthesis, so if there is a worrisome new virus or other biological agent, the sequence can be cross-referenced with the logged DNA database to see where it came from," David Baker, who shared the Nobel Prize in chemistry for his work on proteins, said in an email.
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Tech
Everything is fake on Silicon Valley's hottest new social network
The new Sora social app from ChatGPT maker OpenAI encourages users to upload video of their face so their likeness can be put into AI-generated clips.

Videos on the explore page of OpenAI's new social app Sora, labeled as AI-generated by The Washington Post. (Washington Post illustration)


By Gerrit De Vynck, Drew Harwell | 2025-10-02
SAN FRANCISCO -- Security footage of a famous tech CEO shoplifting, Ronald McDonald in a police chase, Jesus joking about "last supper vibes" in a selfie video in front of a busy dinner table. All fake videos that on Wednesday ranked among the most popular on a new TikTok-style app that further blurs the eroding line between reality and artificial intelligence-generated fantasy or falsehood.

AI-generated fake video and audio of escaped zoo animals roaming the streets of a suburban area.


Sora, released by ChatGPT maker OpenAI, is a social app where every second of audio and video is generated by artificial intelligence. Users can create fake clips that depict themselves or their friends in just about any scenario imaginable, with consistently high realism and a compelling soundtrack complete with voices. OpenAI said the app is initially available only in the United States and Canada, but that access will expand.
In the 24 hours after the app's release Tuesday, early users explored the power of OpenAI's upgraded video-making technology and the fun to be had inserting friends into outlandish scenes, or making them sing, dance or fly.
Users also posted clips that showed how more powerful AI video tools could be used to mislead or harass, or might raise legal questions over copyright.

AI-generated fake video and audio of a shoplifter being arrested.


Fake videos that soared on Sora included realistic police body-cam footage, recreations of popular TV shows and clips that broke through protections intended to prevent unauthorized use of a person's likeness.
Tests by The Washington Post showed Sora could create fake videos of real people dressed as Nazi generals, highly convincing phony scenes from TV shows including "South Park" and fake footage of historical figures such as John F. Kennedy.
Experts have warned for years that AI-generated video could become indistinguishable from video shot with cameras, undermining trust in footage of the real world. Sora's combination of improved AI technology and its ability to realistically insert real people into fake clips appears to make such confusion more likely.
"The challenge with tools like Sora is it makes the problem exponentially larger because it's so available and because it's so good," said Ben Colman, chief executive and co-founder of Reality Defender, a company that makes software to help banks and other companies detect AI fraud and deepfakes.
Just a few months ago, regular people didn't have access to high-quality AI video generation, Colman said. "Now it's everywhere."

AI-generated fake video and audio of former president John F. Kennedy giving a speech about the moon and cheese.


AI-generated content has become increasingly common -- and popular -- on platforms such as TikTok and YouTube over the past year. Hollywood studios are experimenting with the technology to speed up productions.
President Donald Trump this week posted an AI-generated fake video on his social network Truth Social showing House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) with a sombrero and mustache during a news conference. California Gov. Gavin Newsom's (D) X account posted fake videos of Vice President JD Vance on X.
The new Sora app makes OpenAI the first major tech company to attempt to build a social video platform wholly focused on fake video. Sora ranked as the third most popular download on Apple's app store on Wednesday, despite access to the app being limited to those who have an invite code from an existing user.
OpenAI launched the first version of Sora last year, as a tool that simply converted text prompts into short fake video clips. Google and other companies soon released AI video tools of their own. Meta last week added a feature called Vibes to its AI app that allows people to create and share AI videos.
Meta and Google's tools allow the creation of real-looking people, but with Sora OpenAI has gone further in designing the app to encourage users to make videos of specific people and share their own likeness for others to use.
A spokesperson for OpenAI said the company's rules for its products ban impersonation, scams and fraud. The company also has added extra guardrails to the app when real people are featured in videos meant to block nudity and graphic violence.
In response to questions about potential copyright infringement when users make videos replicating proprietary content, OpenAI's Head of Media Partnerships Varun Shetty said users are "eager to engage with their family and friends through their own imaginations, as well as stories, characters, and worlds they love."
OpenAI will block any copyrighted characters if rights holders ask for them to be taken down, Shetty said. The Post previously reported that testing an earlier version of OpenAI's video technology suggested it had been created using versions of movies and Netflix shows. The company is fighting multiple lawsuits alleging it improperly used text from books, news articles and other sources to train AI systems. The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.
Disney last month sent a cease and desist letter to chatbot app Character AI, asking it to remove chatbots customized by its users to role-play as Disney characters. "Disney will not allow your company to hijack its characters, damage its brands, or infringe its copyrights and/or trademarks," according to a copy of the letter viewed by The Post.

AI-generated fake video and audio of the Jan. 6, 2021 rioters.


Sora puts images of real people into fake videos with a feature called "cameos." Users upload a short video of their face that, once processed by the app, can be used by Sora to insert that person's likeness into AI-generated videos. Users can keep their cameo to themselves, allow friends to use it too, or even opt to permit any Sora user to generate videos with their face in them.
OpenAI has said giving users the ability to control use of their likeness that way will protect against potential misuse. Users can delete videos made with their likeness by others if they do not like them, and Sora tries to block attempts to create videos of public figures such as politicians and celebrities.
But in the first hours of the app's public launch, some users found ways around those limits. Justine Ezarik, a YouTuber who goes by iJustine, posted on Sora on Tuesday that her face was "open to anyone who wants to make a video with me right now so don't abuse it."
Other users quickly added her into all kinds of scenes, including a series of clips posted under the username, "JustineLover," that portrayed her getting splattered with sticky white liquid. The account was later removed.
"I'm glad that account was removed before it even showed up in my feed," Ezarik wrote in an email. She said that she monitors use of her cameo on the Sora app so she can "delete anything that crosses a line."
New users of the Sora app are shown a "media upload agreement" with check-boxes asking them not to create videos that contain "violence or explicit themes," depict children or feature people without their consent. The app sometimes refuses to generate videos and displays a warning that the request violated its policies or "guardrails around harassment, discrimination, bullying or similar prohibited content."
Mathieu Samson, founder of Kickflix, an AI filmmaking agency, used Sora to make a fake but realistic TV commercial for a children's play set called "Secret Island" that features a "hidden massage room," in reference to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
"There definitely is not enough filters right now," Samson said, predicting that, as has happened with other new AI tools, OpenAI will add more restrictions as problematic clips get flagged and reported. He expects users to still find ways to push the limits. "No matter the filters, there are always work-arounds."
Samson, who said he has created AI video accounts on TikTok and YouTube, predicted that humans could soon find it difficult to compete with fake content online.
AI video can be made more rapidly and is becoming more difficult to spot, he said. "Even if viewers prefer authenticity, if it becomes hard to discern, then it will barely have an edge," Samson said.
Kevin Schaul contributed to this report.
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Tech Policy
Shutdown guts U.S. cybersecurity agency at perilous time
The lead U.S. agency for protecting the electric grid, water supply and other critical services from hacking has furloughed most of its staff.

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency coordinates the nation's defenses against hacks aimed at gaining intelligence, corporate leverage and ransom payments. (Jon Elswick/AP)


By Joseph Menn | 2025-10-02
The lead U.S. agency for protecting the electric grid, water supply and other critical services from hacking has furloughed most of its already trimmed-down staff in the government shutdown, just as a decade-old law giving companies leeway to collaborate on cyberdefense expired.
The twin impacts leave employees at the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency and outside professionals unsettled as they try to fend off a surge in sophisticated hacks from China as well as continued ransomware threats.
CISA is set to keep 889 employees, or 35 percent of the workforce it had in May, according to a planning document released by its parent department, the Department of Homeland Security. More will be available for emergencies, DHS said.
"CISA remains fully committed to safeguarding the nation's critical infrastructure," agency spokeswoman Marci McCarthy wrote in an emailed statement. "While a government shutdown can disrupt federal operations, CISA will sustain essential functions and provide timely guidance to minimize disruptions."
The shutdown comes at a precarious time, however, and not only because China-backed hacking groups have been emboldened to target more entities, in some cases without the prior approval of the Beijing government.
By unhappy coincidence, the main law that shields companies from antitrust and other liabilities for sharing what they see about cyberattacks with other companies and the government expired Tuesday at midnight.
Both parties and the White House enthusiastically supported renewing that information-sharing law, known as CISA 2015. The continuing resolution that passed the House and would have kept the government open included a reauthorization. But it was collateral damage in the spending standoff that led to it failing to pass the Senate.
As a result, some corporate legal departments are urging companies to pull back from industry security information clearinghouses until further notice.
"The lapse of CISA 2015 could effectively turn the lights out on U.S. cyber intelligence from companies that have been, or are being, attacked," Hugh Thompson, executive chairman of the RSA security conference, said in an email Tuesday. "This breakdown of 'collective defense' would weaken domestic cybersecurity but could also have a global impact given that the U.S. shares cyberthreat intelligence with other nations."
In another coincidence, Wednesday marked the beginning of Cybersecurity Awareness Month, when public and private entities strive to educate more people about online risks and how to mitigate them.
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Tech in Your Life
I broke ChatGPT's new parental controls in minutes. Kids are still at risk.
Parents don't just need half-baked settings. They need AI companies to bake safety into their products.

(golubovy/iStock)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-10-02
Under pressure for allegedly fueling teen suicide, ChatGPT unveiled parental controls this week. I'm the dad of a tech-savvy kid, and it took me about five minutes to circumvent them.
All I had to do was log out and create a new account on the same computer. (Smart kids already know this.)
Then I found more problems: ChatGPT's default teen-account privacy settings don't shield young people from some potential harms. A setting to prohibit generating artificial intelligence pictures didn't always work. ChatGPT did send me a parental notification about a dangerous chat that happened on my kid account -- but only about 24 hours after the fact.
At least ChatGPT's maker OpenAI is finally acknowledging the kinds of risks AI poses to children, from inappropriate content to dangerous mental health advice. Its limitations on harmful content performed better in my initial tests than Mark Zuckerberg's rival chatbot Meta AI -- but that's still not good enough.
OpenAI appears to be following the same failed playbook as social media companies: shifting the responsibility to parents. AI companies themselves should be held responsible for not making products that sext kids, encourage eating disorders and fuel self-harm. Yet OpenAI's industry lobbying group is fighting against a law that would do just that. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
OpenAI says its controls were built in consultation with experts and rooted in an understanding of teen developmental stages. "The intention behind parental controls writ large is to give families choice," said Lauren Jonas, OpenAI's head of youth well-being, in an interview. "Every family's perspective on how their teens should use ChatGPT is different."
Family-advocacy groups have responded to ChatGPT's parental controls with simultaneous relief and resentment. "It is a welcome step ... but I certainly am wary of celebrating too much as if this is the solution for adolescent safety, mental health, and well-being," said Erin Walsh, the co-founder of the family education-focused Spark and Stitch Institute. "We are creating a parental control whack-a-mole experience."
It has become clear that children are major users of chatbots, both for information and companionship. As of last fall, more than a quarter of American teens ages 13 to 17 said they used ChatGPT for schoolwork, according to the Pew Research Center.
For parents, any help is better than none. Controls and content protections on teen accounts "have the potential to save teen lives," said Robbie Torney, the senior director of AI programs at Common Sense Media. His organization has published a guide for parents, and is still working on completing its own tests. "But we definitely think that OpenAI and other companies can go a lot farther in making chatbots safe for kids," Torney said.
My tests show how many holes still need to be filled.
ChatGPT's parental controls only stand a chance if you already have a trusting relationship with your teen. Kids have to provide their own consent by clicking a button in their account to let their parents apply controls -- and, as I found, there's nothing technically stopping them from just starting a new account their parents don't know about.
OpenAI's Jonas said the system's design encourages conversations. She added there were privacy concerns to blocking kids from making new accounts, and "teens will find a work-around for many things."
I also found the default settings on teen accounts put OpenAI's interests ahead of kids'. Unless parents know how to change it, teens' conversations automatically feed back into ChatGPT to train its AI -- a privacy setting I recommend even adults turn off.
Even more worrisome, kids' accounts by default keep "memories" of chats, which means ChatGPT can reference previous conversations and build on them to sound like a friend. This function contributed to the ChatGPT relationship of 16-year-old Adam Raine, whose family has sued OpenAI claiming wrongful death after his suicide.
Jonas said that memories can be useful for teens for purposes like getting homework help -- but there's currently no way to tease out just that use. "We'd like to offer granular controls both to teens and to parents over time, just not on day one," she said.
There were other concerns: I turned on a setting to stop my kid account from generating AI pictures, but it sometimes made them anyway or gave me specific instructions on how to make them elsewhere. Jonas said it was "not ideal behavior" by the bot.
My ChatGPT teen account also still happily did my homework for me, including writing an essay in the style of a 13-year-old.
It wasn't entirely bad news: When I tried having conversations with my teen account about suicide, self-harm and disordered eating, ChatGPT consistently told me it was worried about me and pointed me to professional resources to discuss. Understanding how well ChatGPT guides teens in these dangerous conversations will take deeper testing to fully understand. (By comparison, tests of Meta AI's teen accounts have found the chatbot was even willing to help plan suicide if the conversation went on long enough.)
In the rare cases where a child might face real harm, ChatGPT is supposed to send parents a notice. My test child account had multiple conversations that caused ChatGPT to say it was "very worried." I received an email notifying my parent account, but not until about 24 hours later -- and it was vague about what had happened.

We got a parental alert about a dangerous conversation our teen account had about suicide -- but it showed up some 24 hours after the conversation happened. 


Jonas said those notifications are reviewed by humans before they're sent out and the company is looking to reduce the amount of time to a few hours.
Parent notifications have the potential to save lives, but "if they are not timely or accurate, that is a risk as well -- this is a place where details matter to keep kids safe," says Common Sense Media's Torney.
All the family advocates I spoke to agreed parental controls can only be one part of a larger solution that includes changes to company behavior and public policy.
California Attorney General Rob Bonta put OpenAI on notice for how it protects children. His office told me in a statement it appreciates the "preliminary steps" of parental controls, but warned it would "continue to pay very close attention to how the company is developing and overseeing its approach to AI safety, both in our investigation into OpenAI's proposed restructuring of its for-profit subsidiary and in our role as the top consumer protection agency in California."
Why aren't AI companies liable for building child safety into their bots, in the same way companies who make other products used by children are? "We believe in sensible regulation so the onus is not on parents," Torney said.
(My colleague Shira Ovide has a helpful roundup of 10 ideas to actually help keep kids safer and happier online.)
One California law called AB 1064 would force some legal responsibility onto AI companies that make so-called "companion" chatbots that act like they're developing relationships with people. It awaits signature from Gov. Gavin Newsom (D).
Before releasing such bots, the bill would require companies to test for and take steps to prevent them from encouraging self-harm or encouraging eating disorders. There would be legal penalties, including giving parents the right to sue.
"You cannot give our children a product that will tell them how to kill themselves," said Assembly member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, the bill's lead author.
TechNet, an industry lobbying group that counts OpenAI as a member, has actively opposed the bill. It produced an ad that says the bill would "slam the brakes" on AI innovation.
In a statement, OpenAI said: "We share the goal of this legislation, which is why we engaged directly with the bill's sponsor on areas we believed could be improved. That builds on our support for other teen safety legislation, including California's AB 1043, and our ongoing work to develop a blueprint outlining core principles for future legislation."
Even the threat of legislation seems to be prompting some action. OpenAI said it plans to offer a default version of ChatGPT that filters content for teenagers when it detects underage users -- but it's still working on technology to figure out which users are under 18.
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Future of Work
How companies might avoid Trump's new $100k visa
The new fee targeted at new H-1B visas could spur employers to seek other paths to acquiring high-skilled workers abroad.  

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


By Danielle Abril | 2025-10-02
The Trump administration's plan to implement a $100,000 fee for those chosen for a high-skilled worker visa is stirring uncertainty among employers and could spur them to seek other paths to acquire highly skilled workers abroad.
The H-1B visa is popular among tech companies, with Amazon, Microsoft and information technology contractors like Infosys and Cognizant among some of the largest users. But organizations in industries like health care, education and nonprofits may also be impacted depending on the details of the policy, immigration attorneys said.
The new policy is likely going to create bottlenecks for talent at a time when the United States is in "an intense technological competition," said Dan Wang, professor of social enterprise at Columbia Business School. "The need for talent and skills has never been at a bigger premium."
Companies that can't find qualified U.S. workers could resort to seeking alternative visas for immigrant workers, partner with companies offshore for talent, open more offices and subsidiaries abroad, hire contractors or have them work remotely while they apply for permanent residency, attorneys and advisers said.
Ted Chiappari, head of Duane Morris LLP's immigration law group, said employers are deciding whether to freeze H-1B hires, change processes or "roll the dice and file without the $100,000 and hope it squeaks through."
Here are some alternatives for employers seeking H-1B workers.
Companies that don't want to deal with work visas could simply look to offshore the work. And that's historically been the pattern, said Britta Glennon, assistant professor at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania and research fellow at the National Bureau of Economic Research. For example, in 2004 the H-1B cap was reduced by more than 65 percent after the temporary cap raised by the American Competitiveness in the Twenty-First Century Act expired. Companies started building more foreign affiliates and hiring more people at foreign offices, she said. But this strategy only works for larger organizations with the capital to do it.
"The idea is you try to hire an immigrant in the U.S. and you can't ... so you say 'I'm done dealing with this' and set up an office in China or India," she said. "That's a major strategy a lot of big firms are using."
Companies could consider hiring workers or contractors remotely from firms that provide the talent. Former Uber executive Carrol Chang now runs a marketplace to help connect employers to engineering talent. The company, called Andela, has been operating since 2014 with workers spread across over 135 countries.
"Covid showed us that companies and hiring managers can get comfortable with the idea of remote work in ways they had never envisioned before," Chang said. "This [visa] fee hike is part of the broader conversation of whether work can be borderless."
There are alternative work visas that companies could seek for skilled immigrant workers.
	O-1: This visa is reserved for workers with "extraordinary" abilities in sciences, art, education, business or athletics. The visa has a higher bar as employers have to show that an employee is at the top of their field, said Priyanka Kulkarni, a former H-1B holder and Microsoft AI leader who is now founder and CEO of business immigration provider Casium. Still, the O-1 is growing in popularity with 19,457 workers receiving the visa last year, more than double the number in 2020.
	TN: Workers from Mexico or Canada could be eligible for this visa as a part of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, formerly known as the North American Free Trade Agreement.
	H-1B1: The U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement, which took effect on Jan. 1, 2004, created a new class of nonimmigrant work visa for those from Singapore and Chile.
	E-1 or E-2: Workers from countries that have a U.S. treaty of commerce like the United Kingdom, France or Germany might be eligible, but the visa doesn't include China or India. Workers employed by companies owned and controlled by nationals of treaty countries might also be eligible for E-1 or E-2.
	E-3: Specialty occupation visa for those from Australia.
	L-1: Companies may hire people to work at their foreign subsidiaries for a year and apply for this visa reserved for intracompany transfers.
	OPT: For international students who receive science, technology, engineering and mathematics degrees and are selected in the H-1B lottery, companies could buy time by having them use their extended three years of optional practical training before submitting the application, said Enrique Gonzalez, co-chair of Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP.

"Some are better options than others depending on the individuals, their work, where they are in the organization chart," Jorge Lopez, chair of global mobility and immigration practice group at Littler Mendelson P.C. said.
Companies willing to hire workers remotely at least temporarily could also choose to go straight for a green card application, expediting that process versus applying for an H-1B first.
Depending on a person's nationality, it could take a couple of years or more than five, Gonzalez said. But they could also turn to the "Einstein visa" or the EB-1A, which is reserved for those with "extraordinary" abilities, "outstanding" professors and researchers or certain executives or managers. Kulkarni said often tech workers are unknowingly eligible for this green card, which usually has a shorter wait time.
"There's a lack of awareness around it," said Kulkarni, who got her green card this way despite first thinking she wouldn't meet the criteria. "If you are a founder you typically have built [the qualifications] up."
For now, most companies are waiting to see what new details roll out and whether Trump's executive order is litigated, attorneys said.
"We're only in the first 10 minutes of a three-hour movie," Gonzalez said.
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National
Meet the first American to win 'Best Cheesemonger in the World'
Emilia D'Albero won the Mondial du Fromage, one of the world's top cheese competitions, held every two years in Tours, France.

Emilia D'Albero, 31, became the first American to win "Best Cheesemonger in the World" at one of the world's top cheese competitions, the biennial Mondial du Fromage in Tours, France. (Alexandre Alloul) 


By Maria Luisa Paul | 2025-10-02
Emilia D'Albero trained like an athlete: long hours, exacting drills, heavy lifting. She sculpted and sliced until her hands ached, then bought a second fridge to keep up with the demands of her routine.
Her sport? Cheese.
For months, the Philadelphia-based cheesemonger tasted, smelled and plated hundreds of pounds of cheese and practiced carving wheels into edible works of art. She made flash cards to memorize types of cheese and breeds of goats, sheep and cows. By the end, her life revolved around milk and microbes.
On Sept. 15, that dedication made her a world champion. In a competition that tested every skill a cheesemonger can wield, D'Albero, 31, sliced her way past the globe's best to be crowned "Meilleure Fromagere du Monde." That's French for "Best Cheesemonger in the World."
The title came with a trio of historic firsts. D'Albero is the first American to win the Mondial du Fromage, one of the world's top cheese competitions, held every two years in Tours, France. She and her teammate, Courtney Johnson, formed the first all-female Team USA. And when Johnson claimed bronze, the two became the first Americans ever to stand on the podium together.
"This was obviously a win for the entire American cheese industry," D'Albero said. "But even more so, it's a win for all women and cheese all over the world."

Emilia D'Albero, left, and Courtney Johnson pose for a photo with their medals. (Courtesy of Emilia D'Albero) 


D'Albero's love affair with cheese began at La Scuola di Eataly in New York City, where she landed after college to work in education and event planning. She organized cooking classes that ranged from pizza to pasta, truffles to caviar. The lessons that stuck with her, though, were always the cheese pairings.
"When it came time for me to make a decision about what I was going to do next in my career, I decided I wanted to learn a craft and really learn a skill," D'Albero said. "I had watched so many lessons and really talented people in this cooking school, and I said 'Cheese is next for me.'"
So the event planner became an apprentice, and started a career defined by the daily work of selling cheese, butter and dairy products. But to D'Albero -- who counts Parmigiano as her favorite cheese and mountain cheeses as her favorite style -- it's never been just about sales.
"It goes a lot farther than that," she said. "We're also storytellers of the cheese. We are stewards of the products. We are the middleman between the maker and the consumer. And we have to represent these makers and tell their stories, always in service to the cheese."
By 2018 -- a year after she first started working with cheese -- she entered her first Cheesemonger Invitational in Brooklyn. Over the next six years, she climbed rung after rung on her way to France: the Cheesemonger Invitational again, then the master's round. Winning the master's in March secured her one of two spots on Team USA for the Mondial du Fromage.
That's how D'Albero arrived in Tours this fall, standing under fluorescent lights in a convention center filled with wheels, wedges and some of the sharpest cheeses in Europe. The Mondial du Fromage is the cheesemongers' Olympics -- an eight-hour obstacle course where stamina matters as much as skill.

Emilia D'Albero, left, competes at the Mondial du Fromage. (Tommy Amorim) 


The first challenge was a written exam that could humble a doctoral candidate, she said. "It was the hardest possible questions they could think of," D'Albero recalled -- everything from the precise date an Alpine cheese can be made to identifying a random goat by photo and listing what cheeses its milk could produce.
Then came blind tasting: four mystery cheeses, 10 minutes, and a list of details to guess -- milk type, pasteurization, age, style, country of origin, even the exact name. After that, the cheesemongers vied to produce the "perfect cut." Competitors had five minutes to slice four immaculate half-pound portions of cheese and wrap them up -- all without a scale.
And then there was the most personal event: the oral presentation. Each monger had five minutes to make the judges fall in love with a cheese.
True to her taste and Italian-American background, D'Albero chose Parmigiano Reggiano -- "the cheese that taught me that cheese can be an experience, rather than just an ingredient," D'Albero told the judges during her presentation. She picked a wheel chosen and aged by her friend Giorgio Cravero, a fifth-generation cheese ager, and described how its signature "soft and sweet" flavor profile made every bite gentler than the salty parmesans most people know. She linked the flavor to her friend's kindness and the way his family had once welcomed her as one of their own.
"I was nervous they'd think it was too common," she said. "But some of the judges thanked me afterward for reminding them why it was special." She returned to the green room and cried.
Lunch -- where cheese was not served -- was brief. Then came a four-hour marathon of five challenges.
First up was crafting a restaurant-quality cheese plate from a box of five surprise wedges. D'Albero used the exercise to make a point -- "cheese connects us across time, across continents and across cultures." On her plate, she drew a bold X in blue spirulina and red strawberry powder, then lined up cheeses along each arm.
Next was the "combination of tastes," where contestants had to choose pairings that would perfectly accentuate the flavor of a 24-month Parmigiano Reggiano. D'Albero turned it into a black-pepper frico cup -- a baked cheese shell -- filled with a cheese souffle, fennel pollen and strawberry balsamic jelly. She crowned it with a shard of the Parmigiano and a fennel flower she had foraged from a Philadelphia creamery and dried herself.

During the "cold dish transformation" of Stilton challenge, Emilia D'Albero created a dessert: tirami-blue, a whimsical riff on tiramisu layered with mascarpone, chestnut puree, fig jam and anise-flecked corn cakes. (Courtesy of Emilia D'Albero) 


Then D'Albero had to perform a "cold dish transformation" of Stilton, which she reimagined as dessert: tirami-blue, a whimsical riff on tiramisu layered with mascarpone, chestnut puree, fig jam and anise-flecked corn cakes. After that was a sculpture round in which she carved three mystery cheeses into the phases of the moon. The display could contain only cheese.
The finale called upon participants to create a 100-centimeter display on the theme "shades of color." D'Albero designed hers as a kaleidoscope of mirrored cheeses and deliberate negative space, in a bold contrast to the American tradition of abundance, she said.

Emilia D'Albero wins the Mondial du Fromage in September. (Alexandre Alloul) 


After the clock ran out, D'Albero and Johnson joined their French counterpart, Matthieu Thuillier, on the podium to a chorus of cheers. But D'Albero insists the win was not hers alone.
Cheesemakers donated pounds of product so she could practice. A fashion-school friend hand-sewed the base of her display for the finale. Vendors in Philadelphia's Italian market supplied produce; antique shops there provided the glassware. A cheese school in Philly hosted her last practice event.
"It definitely took a village," D'Albero said.
Now she wants to pay it forward. D'Albero hopes to create educational programs that will train future competitors, passing on the skills and resources that carried her to the top.
"I may have been the first American to win the Mondial du Fromage," she said. "But I certainly will not be the last."
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National
U.S. used a transnational crime unit to secretly target campus protesters 
A Tufts University graduate student was among those targeted after the Trump administration created a "tiger team" to investigate pro-Palestinian activists.

Rumeysa Ozturk attends a news conference after arriving at Logan International Airport in Boston on May 10, following her release from federal custody. (Mel Musto/Getty Images)


By Joanna Slater, John Hudson | 2025-10-02

Rumeysa Ozturk, a PhD student at Tufts University, was detained March 25 by immigration enforcement officers in masks and plain clothes.


When Rumeysa Ozturk was grabbed by masked federal agents outside her Massachusetts home in March, the video of the Turkish graduate student being handcuffed and hustled into an unmarked vehicle spread around the world.
A federal trial that ended Tuesday revealed for the first time the story behind the images, showing how the government assigned a special team to target Ozturk and other pro-Palestinian activists, laying the groundwork for their highly unusual arrests.
Ozturk had committed no crime, yet her detention was a priority for the new Trump administration.
U.S. officials used the immigration system in unprecedented ways to covertly research and detain noncitizen students, relying on an investigative arm of the Department of Homeland Security whose work traditionally has focused on crimes such as drug smuggling and human trafficking.
On Tuesday, U.S. District Judge William Young in Boston ruled that the push to target Ozturk and other students was blatantly unconstitutional. The White House vowed to appeal the decision.
The bench trial -- decided by a judge rather than a jury -- generated thousands of pages of depositions, court transcripts and filings that provided a detailed picture of the machinery that led to the arrests.
Among the findings: White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, a top ally of President Donald Trump and architect of his mass deportation campaign, spoke with senior officials at the State Department and DHS more than a dozen times in March to discuss student visa revocations.
Homeland Security Investigations, an arm of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement that investigates transnational crime, took the lead. HSI researched the protesters and referred dozens of cases to the State Department, sometimes citing an obscure statute for revoking visas. Then it carried out the arrests.
HSI analysts compiled more than 100 reports on protesters, a first, according to the official who oversaw the process. In at least two cases, including Ozturk's, the HSI supervisory agents involved in the arrests sought additional legal guidance because they had never detained students whose immigration status had changed.
The effort to deport pro-Palestinian student activists represented the Trump administration's first major challenge to free-speech norms in the United States, said Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland), who has been one of the most outspoken critics of the detentions in Congress.
"This has been a wave that's been building, and it really started with these students," Van Hollen said in an interview. "Locking them up for speech was an early warning sign."
Liz Huston, a White House spokeswoman, said in a statement Tuesday that Trump is "a staunch supporter and defender of First Amendment rights, but violent riots and student harassment are not protected speech."
While Trump administration officials have repeatedly accused the students of being "terrorist sympathizers" and "Hamas supporters," no evidence of any connection to violence or terrorism was presented at trial.
HSI arrested Ozturk because she co-wrote an op-ed with three other people in the Tufts University student newspaper more than a year earlier. The piece criticized the university's unwillingness to divest from companies with ties to Israel.
While the Trump administration publicly accused Ozturk of engaging in activities "in support of Hamas," an internal State Department memo noted that there was no evidence that Ozturk had engaged in any antisemitic activity or indicated any support for terrorism.
Ozturk was one of at least nine people the Trump administration sought to detain and deport in connection with their pro-Palestinian activism, nearly all of them students. She was held in an ICE detention center in Louisiana for about six weeks before a federal judge ordered her release on bail in May. The government is still trying to remove her from the country.
State Department spokesperson Tommy Pigott said the United States is "under no obligation to allow foreign aliens to come to our country, commit acts of anti-American, pro-terrorist, and antisemitic hate, or incite violence. We will continue to revoke the visas of those who put the safety of our citizens at risk." DHS did not respond to a request for comment.
Earlier this year, Peter Hatch's bosses came to him with an urgent new assignment. Hatch heads the intelligence unit at Homeland Security Investigations, overseeing hundreds of analysts who support DHS investigations into crimes such as drug smuggling, money laundering and terrorism.
Hatch testified in the federal trial that senior leadership at HSI directed him to develop reports on student protesters, looking for potential criminal activity and violations of immigration law and paying special attention to anything that could be considered "pro-Hamas."
About 10 HSI analysts were diverted to a so-called "tiger team" devoted to the effort, including from units that normally focus on counterterrorism, counterintelligence and cybersecurity, Hatch said (tiger team is a common term referring to the speed and intensity of the project, he said, and was not intended to intimidate or be made public).
Before this year, Hatch had never been asked to prepare reports on protesters, he testified.

An encampment of pro-Palestinian protesters on the campus of the University of California at Berkeley in 2024. (Mike Kai Chen/For The Washington Post)


For this unusual assignment, one source above all was key: The team relied heavily on the website of Canary Mission, an opaque, anonymous pro-Israel group that says it documents individuals who "promote hatred of the USA, Israel and Jews," focusing primarily on college campuses.
The website included profiles of people who allegedly participated in a wide range of protest activity against Israel, from organizing encampments to signing letters to writing op-eds, as in Ozturk's case. The website contained more than 5,000 names, Hatch said.
Canary Mission did not respond to a request for comment.
The HSI tiger team ultimately generated between 100 to 200 reports on protesters, Hatch said, with many of the names coming from Canary Mission. Some came from Betar US, a militant Zionist organization that the Anti-Defamation League considers an extremist group. Several names also came directly from DHS leadership, Hatch said, as well as the office of White House border czar Tom Homan.
The White House showed keen interest in the process. John Armstrong, the senior consular official at the State Department, testified that he spoke with Miller more than a dozen times on conference calls that discussed student visa revocations.
In February, Ozturk called up a dear friend, full of fear and worry. Ozturk's name had just appeared on the Canary Mission website. The profile pointed to the March 2024 op-ed she co-wrote and listed classes she was scheduled to teach on children and the media at Tufts.
In March, unbeknownst to Ozturk, an HSI analyst generated a report on her. It included the op-ed she co-wrote and the full Canary Mission profile, Hatch testified.
The report also included a November article about the Tufts chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine -- a separate student group that had supported the positions of the op-ed -- noting it had been suspended for calling for 'student intifada' and using images of weapons to promote a protest rally.
DHS sent a letter to the State Department concluding that Ozturk had been involved in associations "that may undermine U.S. foreign policy by creating a hostile environment for Jewish students and indicating support for a designated terrorist organization."
However, an internal State Department memo contradicted that finding. DHS has not "provided any evidence showing that Ozturk has engaged in any antisemitic activity or made any public statements indicating support for a terrorist organization," the memo said.

Demonstrators attend a March 27 meeting of the Somerville City Council in Massachusetts after Ozturk's detention. (Reba Saldanha/Reuters)


The memo went on to say DHS "implies a connection" between Ozturk and Tufts Students for Justice in Palestine. But it failed to show any link beyond the op-ed that was endorsed by several student groups, or that Ozturk was in any way involved in activities that led to the group's suspension.
To deport Ozturk, the State Department could use an authority that allows it to revoke visas at its discretion, the memo concluded (in the cases of several other protesters it instead employed a little-known provision to remove them on foreign-policy grounds).
Armstrong, the senior consular official at the State Department, testified at trial in July that he revoked Ozturk's visa because she was "against Tufts' relationship with Israel" and "associated" with Tufts Students for Justice in Palestine.
Alexandra Conlon, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, drew Armstrong's attention to the sentence in the memo saying there was no evidence Ozturk was involved in any of the activities of the suspended group. "I really don't think she deserves to be besmirched further," Conlon said.
In March, Patrick Cunningham, the assistant special agent in charge of HSI's Boston field office, received an instruction that he considered unusual, Cunningham told the court in July.
Cunningham had spent most of his career investigating drug smuggling and money laundering. Now he was being asked to oversee Ozturk's arrest, which he understood to be a high priority. HSI headquarters in Washington "was inquiring about it," Cunningham testified.
The arrest was abnormal on several levels. It was almost unheard of for students whose visas had been revoked to be arrested and sent to ICE detention, particularly in the absence of any criminal charges. What's more, a different arm of ICE - Enforcement and Removal Operations, or ERO - has long had primary responsibility for detaining people who are in the country illegally.
Cunningham said that in his 17 years at HSI, he couldn't recall another time when he had received a "top-down" instruction to surveil and arrest someone solely due to a visa revocation. So he reached out separately to an HSI lawyer "to ensure that we were on solid legal ground."

Flowers and signs are placed at a tree near where federal agents detained Ozturk in Somerville. (Scott Eisen/Getty Images)


Cunningham oversaw a team of agents that arrived in unmarked vehicles outside Ozturk's apartment in Somerville, Massachusetts, on the afternoon of March 25.
The way the arrest unfolded startled even HSI veterans. "I've just never seen, on a student visa revocation, that level of force," said Eric Balliet, who worked at the agency for 25 years before retiring in 2024. He said he had taken violent drug traffickers into custody with less overt intimidation and haste.
Cunningham testified that agents drove Ozturk to an ICE facility in Vermont. Early the following morning, Ozturk was flown to Louisiana, where she remained in an ICE detention center in Louisiana until May 9, when a federal judge ordered her released on bail.
In July, Ozturk published a lengthy first-person account of her time in ICE detention. She never imagined she would find herself a prominent prisoner, she said.
"I want to preserve this story in a time capsule," Ozturk wrote. "... It could very well be your story too."
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Obituaries
Jane Goodall, primatologist and friend to chimpanzees, dies at 91
She used her global fame to draw attention to the plight of dwindling chimpanzee populations and, more broadly, to the perils of environmental destruction.

(Jean-Marc Bouju/AP)


By Emma Brown | 2025-10-02
Jane Goodall had no scientific training, not even a college degree, when, at 23, she saved up money to visit a friend in Kenya. She was a London secretary and sometimes waitress with a restless spirit and romantic fixation on animals and Africa based mostly on the "Doctor Dolittle" and "Tarzan" novels of her childhood.
An encounter in Nairobi with the eminent paleoanthropologist Louis Leakey altered the course of her life, setting her on an unlikely path to becoming the world's foremost primatologist. Her startling observations about chimpanzee behaviors -- from making tools to making war -- revolutionized not only scientific understanding of the capabilities and inner lives of our simian cousins, but also long-held notions about what it means to be human.

Jane Goodall, renowned for her chimpanzee research and global conservation efforts, died Oct. 1. She was 91.


Dr. Goodall, whose research prompted a transformation in the ways scientists study social behavior across species, has died at 91. Her death was announced Wednesday by the Jane Goodall Institute, which said she was in California for a speaking tour. Additional details were not immediately available.

Dr. Goodall with her first husband, Hugo van Lawick, in 1974. (AP)


In a career spanning more than half a century, Dr. Goodall used her global fame to draw attention to the plight of dwindling chimpanzee populations and, more broadly, to the perils of environmental destruction.
The pivotal figure in Dr. Goodall's career was Leakey, whose research had established that Africa was the cradle of man, the place where Homo sapiens evolved. He said that great apes contained important clues about the behavior of early hominids. And he said that women, whom he perceived as more patient and less threatening than men, were well suited to observe them.
Leakey, working as curator of a natural-history museum in Nairobi, was smitten with Dr. Goodall when they met in Nairobi in the late 1950s. He hired Dr. Goodall as his secretary, then invited her along on his next dig at Olduvai Gorge, where she proved her mettle amid the wild animals. It was also during that weeks-long expedition without a shower that she began wearing a ponytail, a stylistic trademark she would keep long after her hair turned from blond to gray.
Shortly after the team returned to Nairobi, Leakey invited Dr. Goodall to lead a new chimp research project. He saw her inexperience as an asset that gave her a "mind uncluttered and unbiased by theory."
He asked Dr. Goodall to go into the forests of what was then Tanganyika (later Tanzania) and observe chimpanzees. She set up camp beneath oil palm trees near the sand-and-pebble shore of Lake Tanganyika, one of the largest freshwater lakes in the world.

Dr. Goodall and her son, Hugo, affectionately known as "Grub," on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. (AP)



Dr. Goodall examining slides in 1982. (Charles Knoblock/AP)


She made her earliest critical observations several months later, in fall 1960, crouching in the woods of the Gombe Stream Reserve. She watched a chimpanzee she had named David Greybeard feast on a freshly killed baby bush pig, a meal that contradicted the widely held assumption that chimps were strict vegetarians.
Days later, she saw David insert a long blade of grass in a termite mound, then withdraw the stalk. The grass was covered with termites, and the chimp devoured them.
That simple task -- a seemingly throwaway gesture -- proved a revelation. Her research, published in the journal Nature in 1964, sent shock waves through the worlds of animal behavior and anthropology. Dr. Goodall had seen an ape create and use a tool -- behavior that was thought at the time to be an essentially human trait.
"Now we must redefine 'tool,' redefine 'man,' or accept chimpanzees as humans," Leakey wrote to Dr. Goodall in a cable after receiving word of her finding.
The discovery marked the start of a career that would span more than half a century and distinguish Dr. Goodall as the first scientist to engage in such a methodical, long-term study of wild chimps. Her research at the Gombe Stream Reserve showed that tenacious field observation could be more revealing than laboratory experiments, the evolutionary theorist Stephen Jay Gould later said, calling her work with chimps "one of the Western world's great scientific achievements."
Chimps were not the unfeeling, unintelligent creatures that people had long assumed. Dr. Goodall's work showed that they were individuals, with emotions and loyalties and disagreements. They kissed. They took care of each other. They went to war. They passed down lessons, one generation to the next.
"The longer I was there, the more like us I saw that they were," Dr. Goodall told an audience of schoolchildren in 2016. "We've been so jolly arrogant to think we're so special."

Dr. Goodall in 2004, with a chimpanzee at the Magdeburg Zoo in Germany. (Jens Schlueter/AFP/Getty Images)


The world came to know Dr. Goodall through documentaries and magazine photographs that captured her relationships with the animals she watched, loved and lived alongside. There she was, barefoot and unafraid, feeding bananas to the chimpanzees as she mapped their social lives. There she was, comfortable in the wilds of Africa, interpreting the irresistible mystery of our closest ancestors.
She stayed in Gombe nearly full time for the better part of three decades, establishing a research program that continues today.
Dr. Goodall was not the only woman Leakey tapped to study apes; later, he sent the American Dian Fossey to study gorillas in Uganda and the German-born Birute Mary Galdikas to study orangutans in Indonesia. The three of them, sometimes called "Leakey's Angels," showed legions of young women that they could become scientists.
"For me as a little girl, seeing this brave young woman going out and living in the wilds of Africa and being determined to make it work was just an incredible inspiration," said Elizabeth Lonsdorf, a professor at Emory University who has conducted research at Gombe for two decades. She added that, long after Dr. Goodall conducted her pathbreaking research, female undergraduates still say she was the one who sparked their interest in field biology.
When Dr. Goodall began her work, female field scientists were so uncommon that a British commissioner for Tanganyika refused to allow Dr. Goodall to stay at Gombe unless she was accompanied by an escort. She chose her mother, Vanne.
Even after her important finds, the male-dominated scientific establishment largely dismissed Dr. Goodall as a wisp of a woman who insisted on naming her research subjects, a practice regarded as unacceptably sentimental and anthropomorphic.

Dr. Goodall lectures at the University of Montana in 2022. (Tommy Martino/AP)


And she made mistakes. The bananas Dr. Goodall used to entice the animals sparked fights among chimps and baboons as the animals competed for the food, leading to questions about whether the fruit had made the chimps at Gombe more aggressive than their counterparts elsewhere.
Dr. Goodall eventually stopped the feeding, saying that she would not have introduced bananas to Gombe if she had understood the consequences.
But she succeeded in revolutionizing primatology and field biology perhaps because of -- not in spite of -- her lack of training.
The same impulse that led her to name her research subjects also led her to see the animals as individuals, and she documented the extraordinary range of their emotions and personalities.
"She has made the most important contributions of any primatologist in history," said Robert Sapolsky, a Stanford professor who studies baboons using Dr. Goodall's model of long-term field observation. "She's simply the patron saint of the field."

Dr. Goodall in 2017. (Victoria Will/Invision/AP)


Valerie Jane Morris-Goodall was born in London on April 3, 1934. Her father, an engineer who dabbled in professional car racing, was mostly absent from family life. She grew up in a house filled with women: her mother, nanny, grandmother, two aunts and a younger sister, Judy.
"I do not remember a time when I was growing up anybody ever saying to me, 'Well, you can't do that because you're a girl,'" she told Britain's Independent newspaper in 2003.
They lived in Bournemouth, on the sea in the south of England, where she was fascinated by the natural world. She kept a small zoo of pets -- caterpillars, racing snails, guinea pigs, birds, cats and dogs -- and, at age 4, she conducted her first field observation, hiding in a henhouse for hours, patiently waiting for the chance to see how a chicken could possibly manage to lay an egg.
Unable to afford college, she moved to London after high school and held secretarial jobs until she had earned enough to buy her passage to East Africa to visit a high school friend whose family had a farm near Nairobi.
To stay on, Dr. Goodall found work as a typist for a British construction firm. She introduced herself to Leakey, who was then in his 50s, and their first meeting turned into a two-hour tour of the collections at the museum where Leakey worked.

Dr. Goodall in 2004 at the International Children's Conference on the Environment, hosted at Connecticut College in New London. (Carol Phelps/AP)


Leakey also was widely known for his wandering eye. He had an extramarital affair with his previous secretary, and he made advances toward Dr. Goodall that she managed to rebuff while still preserving her opportunities on the chimp program, according to her biographer, Dale Peterson. Leakey biographer Virginia Morell wrote that the paleontologist would end up having an "intimate" relationship with Dr. Goodall's mother, with whom he also collaborated on several writing projects.
Leakey remained an important champion for Dr. Goodall, helping to secure grants for her chimpanzee research before she had established a reputation of her own. He also urged her to get a doctorate. She enrolled in the University of Cambridge and received a PhD in ethology, or animal behavior, working on her dissertation whenever she could pry herself away from research at Gombe.
In 1961, National Geographic -- a major funder of the work at Gombe -- sent Dutch photographer Hugo van Lawick to capture Dr. Goodall's work there. The shared intensity of their adventure in the isolated forests and their mutual thrall to chimpanzees culminated in their marriage three years later.

Dr. Goodall plays with Pola, a young chimpanzee at the Budapest Zoo, in 2004. (Bela Szandelszky/AP)


They cut their honeymoon short when they received word that Flo, Gombe's matriarch and one of Dr. Goodall's most beloved chimps, had given birth to a baby. (When Flo died in 1972, her obituary -- written by Dr. Goodall -- became the first nonhuman obituary to appear in the Sunday Times of London.)
Dr. Goodall and van Lawick had a son, Hugo, whom they nicknamed "Grub." He spent much of his early childhood at Gombe, sleeping in a specially designed cage to keep out marauding chimpanzees. The marriage disintegrated as Dr. Goodall's career accelerated. She presented research at international conferences, and her 1971 book "In the Shadow of Man" was an instant bestseller that was translated into dozens of languages.
While estranged from her husband, Dr. Goodall began a relationship with Derek Bryceson, a British colonial administrator of Tanzania's national parks. They were married for five years before Bryceson's death from cancer in 1980.
Information on survivors was not immediately available.
Dr. Goodall endured turbulent patches in her work. For many years, finances at Gombe were precarious, and she worried that the research project would not survive. She also faced questions about whether she adequately responded to an armed raid of her research camp in 1975. Dozens of rebels from Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of the Congo) kidnapped four student researchers, including three from Stanford, holding them for several weeks until their families paid nearly half a million dollars in ransom.
Dr. Goodall disputed an oft-repeated claim that she had been warned by a local of the approaching guerrillas and escaped by slipping into the forest. She said she had been asleep in bed some distance from the kidnapping and did not know of it until after it occurred.
In 2013, she apologized for a dozen passages that were lifted from various websites and appeared in her book that year, "Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and Wonder from the World of Plants."
Any missteps were overshadowed by the goodwill she generated as a globe-trotting eco-celebrity, a second phase of her career that began in 1986 when she attended an international conference of primatologists in Chicago.
She heard her colleagues speak about the risks apes faced: dwindling habitat, growing human populations and a rise in bushmeat hunting. The population of chimpanzees had plummeted from more than 1 million in the 1960s to about 400,000.

Dr. Goodall speaks to a second-grader at the Newton School in Sterling, Virginia, in 2016. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Almost immediately, she felt an imperative to leave behind her life as a solitary field researcher and became a traveling crusader for conservation. The Jane Goodall Institute, based in Washington, became a vehicle for her sprawling conservation efforts, addressing the well-being not just of apes but also of people.
The institute established and runs sanctuaries for orphaned and injured chimps, and it helps communities around Gombe conserve the local habitat and create sustainable jobs. It also serves as the hub for Roots & Shoots, a youth program meant to help children become activists; founded in 1991 with a dozen children from Tanzania, it now reaches young people in more than 60 countries.
In 2002, Dr. Goodall was named a United Nations Messenger of Peace. Two years later, she was knighted in a ceremony at Buckingham Palace. In 2025, she received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States' highest civilian honor.

President Joe Biden awards Dr. Goodall the Presidential Medal of Freedom at a White House ceremony in January 2025. (Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)


Into her 80s, Dr. Goodall traveled 300 days a year, endeavoring to forge an emotional connection between her audiences and the wild creatures to whom she had devoted her career. She highlighted the tolls of deforestation by big timber companies and the dangers posed by commercial hunters who slaughtered hundreds of gorillas each year in Cameroon alone.
"People just grow up thinking the forests and animals will last forever," she told Canada's Globe and Mail in 2001.
"I'm just trying to change attitudes toward animals," she added. "It's very simple, really, I just want to change the world a little. Will I ever achieve it? No. But that's what one works toward."
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Weather
Hurricane Imelda tracker: Map and projected storm path
Imelda is the ninth named storm of the hurricane season.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick, Julia Ledur | 2025-10-02
Hurricane Imelda, which formed on Sunday, has strengthened and is expected to become a Category 2 hurricane. On Tuesday, along with the remnants of Hurricane Humbert, Imelda brought heavy winds and waves to southeastern states, causing six homes in North Carolina's Outer Banks to collapse into the sea. 
Imelda is expected to pass over Bermuda on Wednesday night, according to a National Weather Service advisory, and bring hurricane-force winds, damaging waves and flash flooding along with it. In the United States, large waves and rip currents are expected to continue for several days along much of the East Coast.
.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical-storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than 6 inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts 13 to 19 tropical storms this year, including three to five that could become major hurricanes.
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The Optimist
Mormons raise $200,000 for family of gunman who attacked their church 
In the days after a shooting at the LDS Church in Michigan, members of the church raised money for the families of the victims -- and the family of the shooter.

Dan Beazley of Northville, Michigan, carries a homemade cross past a therapy dog Tuesday to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Grand Blanc, Michigan. On Sunday morning, a man rammed his vehicle into the church before opening fire on worshipers and setting the building ablaze. (Ryan Sun/AP)


By Maggie Penman | 2025-10-01
Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were in deep grief after a gunman ambushed a worship service in Michigan on Sunday, killing four people and wounding eight others.
They started fundraisers for the victims. Then they did something remarkable: They began donating money to the wife and son of Thomas Jacob Sanford, the man who police say carried out the attack.
That fundraiser, which has raised close to $200,000, has collected donations from more than 5,000 people, many of them Latter-day Saints.
"Sanford leaves behind a wife and children who must be grieving. They will face financial hardship and psychological trauma as a result of this week's horrifying events," reads the GiveSendGo page, which was started Tuesday by Dave Butler, a member of the Latter-day Saints who said he doesn't have a connection to the Sanfords or to Grand Blanc, where the shooting happened.
"The Epistle of James says that we should care for the widows and orphans," Butler told The Washington Post. "I wanted to make sure that we were taking care of them, and thousands of people, it turns out, agree with me."
Some of the donations are anonymous, but many of the givers identify themselves as Latter-day Saints.
One of the comments reads, "I hope this helps you during the incredibly difficult and confusing time." Another: "Wishing you strength, hope, comfort, and healing. In time. You are loved."
Police say that Sanford, a 40-year-old veteran of the Iraq War, barreled his pickup truck into the chapel and then opened fire as services were underway in the crowded sanctuary. Sanford then set the chapel ablaze, they said. He was killed in a shootout with two officers.
Sanford harbored hatred toward the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, according to longtime friends, and told a stranger who showed up at his door days before the attack that Latter-day Saints were the "Antichrist."
Sanford began making those sentiments known years ago after his return from Utah, where he broke up with a girlfriend who was a member of the faith, two childhood friends said Tuesday. Sanford had moved to Utah after leaving the Marines and told his friends he had become addicted to methamphetamines.

Dan Beazley, left, and Ed Chandler, of Grand Blanc, Michigan, pray during a vigil Tuesday at the Henry Ford Genesys Hospital for victims of the shooting. (Ryan Sun/AP)


According to Facebook posts from his family, Sanford's son suffers from a rare medical condition called congenital hyperinsulinism. Butler mentioned this on his GiveSendGo page, and many of the commenters who donated mentioned it too.
"I cannot imagine the heartache and emotional pain that you must be experiencing. Hold that little one close. Through Christ, all can find true healing. Continued prayers your way," wrote one donor.
Another donation from an "LDS mama" was accompanied by a comment saying, "My heart grieves with yours at your loss and for your sick child."
A $250 donation had the comment: "We are LDS. We are sorry for your loss. May God bless and watch over you and your son."
Sanford's father said in a text that he was grateful for the fundraiser. "Our family is grieving so much right now, I can't find any words to express our appreciation but the right time will eventually come, thank you so much."
Dan McClellan, a religious scholar and member of the Latter-day Saints, said that "radical displays of forgiveness" are common in the community.
"It's an ideal within the LDS community that is brought up quite frequently, and not in any small part because Latter-day Saints have a history of being marginalized and persecuted," he said. "And they do quite a bit of marginalizing and persecuting of their own, but forgiving enemies is something that is always at the forefront of messaging for the LDS Church."

Mourners at Tuesday's vigil at the Henry Ford Genesys Hospital in Grand Blanc. (Ryan Sun/AP)


"Holding a grudge is like holding onto a burning coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else. And it just hurts you more than it hurts them," McClellan added. "I think forgiveness is a way to put that down."
Butler, who started the fundraiser, emphasized that this isn't unique to the Latter-day Saints. He said that it's common to all faiths and that nonbelievers are donating, too.
"I would love to say we're extraordinary," Butler said. "Our teachings are the same as everybody else's. You know, be good to the poor and the downtrodden. Lift up those who have been knocked down."
Butler said his role is small.
"The GiveSendGo took like three minutes to set up," he said. "I just pointed out that there was another family here that lost their father. And that on top of the economic deprivation that results from that, they have the special trauma of guilt. And I don't think that they are guilty."
Butler said the thousands of donations were evidence that humans can be compassionate even when they are suffering.
"My 4,000-whatever followers, it's not all Mormons," Butler said. "Mormons did this, yes. And we did it in the community with other people. Including, I think, with some unbelievers. So I think there's also a story here that is a human story."

Devon Lamb of Durand, Michigan, kisses his daughter Lux during the vigil. (Ryan Sun/AP)
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Europe
Two killed in attack at synagogue on Yom Kippur in England 
Officers fatally shot a man who had rammed a car into some people and stabbed others outside the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation, police said.

Police officers and members of the community gather near Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation in Manchester, England, after an attack in which two people were killed. (Paul Currie/AFP/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix, Karla Adam | 2025-10-02
MANCHESTER, England -- Morning prayers on Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, were already underway at the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation in Manchester on Thursday, when police got a report of a car seen driving toward people and that a security guard had been stabbed.
In a harrowing attack, which authorities said they were treating as a "terrorist incident," two people were killed and four others seriously wounded at the synagogue in the north of England.

Police in England say a man rammed his car into Yom Kippur worshippers outside the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation in Manchester.


The police said they had fatally shot the suspect but did not immediately disclose any information about him or indicate a possible motive other than to note that the bloodshed occurred on the holiest day of the Jewish calendar.
"An attack on our Jewish community today on Yom Kippur is devastating," counterterrorism policing assistant commissioner Laurence Taylor said at a briefing Thursday afternoon.
The violence started at around 9:30 a.m., about a half-hour after services started. A man who apparently rammed some victims with a car and stabbed others with a knife did not enter the synagogue but was killed by police on the street. He was found with "suspicious items on his person," police said. A bomb disposal unit responded to the scene.
Video footage broadcast on the BBC showed a police officer shouting at bystanders: "Get back ... he has a bomb, go away."
Officers intercepted the attacker and shot him "within seven minutes of the initial call," Greater Manchester Police Chief Constable Stephen Watson said. Watson said that the man was wearing a body vest that "had an appearance of an explosive device."
Taylor gave few details about the suspect, noting only that "we believe we know their identity, but for safety reasons at the scene, we're unable to confirm at this stage."
He said two arrests had been made and that police forces nationwide were being mobilized.
"Communities across the U.K. would normally be marking this holy day are now grieving and worried about their safety," Taylor said, adding, "I want to be clear: U.K. policing is mobilizing. ... Police forces are stepping up patrols across the country at synagogues and Jewish sites and more widely."
British broadcasters showed a picture of a man who was wearing what looked to be a vest around his waist. Watson praised the "bravery" of the security staff and worshipers inside, who he said had helped to prevent the assailant from entering the synagogue.
On Thursday evening, the police presence around the synagogue remained heavy, with a helicopter patrolling overhead.
Russell Bernstein, a Manchester city councillor from the neighborhood, said he was braced for the news to spread throughout the Jewish community once people emerged from nearly 24 hours of fasting and being cloistered in prayer with phones and televisions off since Wednesday evening.
"This is a very close-knit community, but many of them will not have any idea that this has happened," Bernstein said.
Still, they will have no doubt about the attacker's intent, he said. "Against the rise in antisemitic attacks recently, we all understand his motives very clearly," Bernstein said. "The morning of Yom Kippur, many people would be at the synagogue. The services were just starting. This was a very deliberate and targeted attack."
A man walking with his son, both wearing Jewish prayer shawls, said he had only heard of the attacks since leaving his home Thursday evening for the first time since the holiday began. He looked up at the hovering helicopter and the police guarding the entrance to the Manchester Kollel and said he felt a mix of fear and anger.
"They want to kill us," said the man, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concern for his family's safety. "They come into our shul to kill us, they come into our homes. We are not safe anywhere."
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he was "appalled" by the assault, calling its timing on Yom Kippur "all the more horrific." Starmer cut short a trip to Denmark to return to London, where he was set to chair a meeting of the government's COBRA emergency committee.
The attack -- condemned by Israel's embassy in London as "abhorrent and deeply distressing" -- sent ripples of fear through Britain's Jewish community, which was already on edge amid rising antisemitic incidents in recent years.
Photographs showed worshipers, some in prayer shawls, on the street outside the synagogue interspersed with armed emergency responders in helmets and flak jackets.

Emergency responders outside the Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation after a stabbing and car attack on Yom Kippur.  (Christopher Furlong/Getty Images) 


Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation is in the Crumpsall area of Manchester, about three miles north of the city center.
Andy Burnham, the mayor of Greater Manchester, told the BBC that a "serious incident" had taken place and that a car had been driven at members of the public. Burnham said that "lots of people were attending a service," and that the situation was "probably linked to the fact that it's Yom Kippur."
The incident occurred less than a week before the second anniversary of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas on Israel, in which militants killed about 1,200 people and took about 251 hostage, on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah.
Antisemitic violence has struck on Jewish holidays before. On Oct. 9, 2019, a gunman killed two people outside a synagogue in the eastern German city of Halle on Yom Kippur. Earlier that year, a man killed one person and injured three others, including a rabbi, at a San Diego-area synagogue on the final day of the Passover holiday.
Last month, Starmer announced that Britain would formally recognize a state of Palestine -- a significant shift in policy that marked a sharp break with the United States.
Starmer said policing would be scaled up at synagogues across the country.
Many synagogues already maintain high security amid fears of violence.
Community Security Trust, a British charity that monitors antisemitism, recorded 4,296 incidents in 2023 -- the highest annual total on record and a 158 percent increase from 2022. In 2024, it logged 3,528 incidents, the second-highest ever. The unprecedented levels were "driven by anti-Jewish reactions to conflict in the Middle East," the charity said.
The Jewish population in the Manchester area is about 30,000 -- the second-largest Jewish community in Britain after London.
King Charles III said that he and Queen Camilla were "deeply shocked and saddened to learn of the horrific attack in Manchester, especially on such a significant day for the Jewish community."
Adam reported from London. Sammy Westfall in Washington contributed to this report.
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Europe
Hackers stole data from British nursery schools -- then apologized to parents
The ransomware group calling itself Radiant said Wednesday night that they were backing down in the face of a growing backlash. It claimed to have deleted all the data.
By Steve Hendrix | 2025-10-02
LONDON -- In late September, parents at a chain of British nursery schools got shocking news: They'd been hacked. Cybercriminals had pilfered photographs and sensitive family data on thousands of children and demanded ransom not to release it.
A week later, the gang behind the hack contacted parents with news maybe even more shocking: Never mind.
The ransomware group calling itself "Radiant" said Wednesday night that they were backing down in the face of a growing backlash. Public revulsion over the targeting of children -- probably along with warnings from other cybercriminals to cool it -- apparently proved too much even for some of the dark web's darkest dwellers.
They even apologized.
"We are sorry for hurting kids," Radiant said to a BBC cybercrime reporter who had been in contact with the gang. "All child data is now being deleted. No more remains and this can comfort parents."
What's this? Shame has reached the shameless shadows of the internet?
Not so much, said cybercrime experts. It was more risk management than stirring morality driving Radiant's abrupt turnabout.
"I wouldn't give them too much credit," said Jamie MacColl, senior cybersecurity research fellow at the Royal United Services Institute, a London think tank. "But there are some red lines, and this group crossed one of them."
The wave of public outrage over hacking toddlers -- "a new low," cyber expert Graeme Stewart told Sky News -- did play a role, MacColl said. But the meaningful pressure would have come from inside the virtual villages of hackers and online extortionists, largely centered in Russia and Russian-speaking countries, he said. They didn't want their own schemes getting extra attention.
"The revulsion comes from the good guys," MacColl said. "But there will be pressure from the Russian cyber community or even law enforcement because the level of scrutiny they were drawing from Western law agencies is not worth it."
The incident is part of a cybercrime spree hitting institutions across the United Kingdom, including some iconic brands. Hackers have stolen customer and employee data from Harrods, Marks and Spencer and the London Underground system.
The British government recently approved $2 billion in loan guarantees for luxury carmaker Jaguar Land Rover and its suppliers after a cyberattack on Sept. 1 brought production to a halt for more than a month.
But that didn't ease the shock of families who were notified on Sept. 25 that Kido schools, a chain with 18 nurseries in London and outlets in the United States and India, had become the latest target. Parents described the agonies of having images of their children, along with home addresses and vital details of parents and grandparents, potentially being dumped into the black markets of the web.
Gang members called some parents on their mobile numbers, telling them to demand that the nursery company pay up. They wanted 600,000 pounds (about $800,000) if parents wanted protection, according to the BBC's account of its reporter's exchange with the group. The hackers said they deserved at least that much for exposing vulnerabilities in the nursery school network.
It's unclear how the hackers accessed the company's secure databases. Kido Schools did not respond to a request for comment.
Cyber cops deal with thousands of ransomware attacks a year, but the targeting of children prompted even distant professionals to weigh in, MacColl said. He saw the chatter flare up on the Signal channels that security experts use to swap tips and chase leads.
"This has definitely exercised people," MacColl said. "You've seen it in previous cases of cyber extortion when data from vulnerable groups are posted online."
"Grey hat" hackers, a category of computer aces who operate on both sides of the law, would have hunted around for those responsible. Radiant was not a known outfit to security ranks, MacColl said, but it had all the earmarks of numerous Russia-based hacker groups.
Britain's official anti-cybercrime agency advises victims of digital extortion not to pay ransom, which Kido Schools apparently heeded.
After a week without Kido providing the money, Radiant posted the data for 10 of the kids on the dark web. A few days later, they posted 10 more. By this time, MacColl said, they would have been hearing from other hacker groups, maybe even from Russian law enforcement, who didn't like all the heat the case was bringing to the hacker ecosystem.
"For the most part, whenever a group is getting too much attention or being too successful, they will be disrupted by Western law enforcement," MacColl said.
At first, the hackers blurred the faces of the photos they had published. By Wednesday night, they had thrown in the towel completely, claiming to have deleted all the stolen data and declaring their caper a bust.
Parents can be relieved, cyber experts said, but they can't be sure Radiant really did purge all their information. Hackers may apologize from time to time, but they're far more likely to lie.
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Middle East
Israel intercepts Gaza aid flotilla, detains Thunberg and other activists
Israel said its navy intercepted all but one of the boats in the Global Sumud Flotilla, an international convoy that was attempting to break the siege of Gaza.

Activists in orange life jackets sit aboard a Gaza-bound Sumud flotilla boat as Israeli navy soldiers sail it into the port of Ashdod, Israel on Thursday, after it was intercepted while approaching the Gaza coast. (Leo Correa/AP)


By Niha Masih, Miriam Berger | 2025-10-02

Israel intercepted nearly two dozen ships in the Global Sumud Flotilla bound for Gaza and detained those on board, including climate activist Greta Thunberg.


Israel's navy has intercepted all but one of the boats in an international flotilla bound for the Gaza Strip and detained those aboard, its Foreign Ministry said in a statement Thursday. The group, which included Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, was sailing toward the Palestinian enclave with humanitarian aid to attempt to break Israel's blockade.
At the peak of its strength, the convoy included more than 40 civilian boats carrying lawmakers, lawyers and human rights advocates. Some 440 participants were "forcibly taken from their vessels" in international waters, the organizers of the Global Sumud Flotilla said in a statement Thursday afternoon local time.
The Foreign Ministry said that "all the passengers are safe and in good health" and that it intended to bring them first to Israel and then deport them to Europe.
The ministry added that one boat "remained at a distance" from the coast and would be prevented from reaching Gaza if it continued. A video published earlier by the ministry Thursday showed Thunberg on the deck of one of the ships being transferred to an Israeli port.
In its afternoon statement, the flotilla organizers said they were still in communication with one boat carrying 16 people.
Adalah, a civil rights group in Israel that is legally representing flotilla members, said in a statement that it had initially received phone calls from participants saying immigration authorities in the port of Ashdod had begun conducting detention and deportation hearings without prior notice to lawyers, but that it had later gained access.
In another post, the ministry said that Israel offered the flotilla a way to deliver any aid to Gaza through "safe channels" and that it told the activists they were "approaching an active combat zone and violating a lawful naval blockade."
Organizers described the Israeli navy's actions as "illegal" but said the vessels would continue on their mission "to break the siege."
Tariq Ra'ouf, a spokesperson for the convoy, said detainees came from countries including Italy, Spain, Turkey and the United States. Israel targeted some of the vessels using skunk water, he added, a nonlethal malodorant that is sometimes used for crowd control.
"They've been using skunk water against the vessels, at extremely high pressures, and circling them in intimidation tactics," he said.
The Global Sumud Flotilla is the latest attempt to break Israel's years-long naval blockade of the Gaza Strip, where famine is spreading. In June, Thunberg and 11 others were detained while participating in a similar endeavor to deliver aid to the enclave.
Such efforts have drawn wider participation as the war approaches its two-year mark and as anger over Israel's punishing military campaign in Gaza, which an independent UN commission has called a genocide, intensifies.
According to Gaza's Health Ministry, over 66,000 people have been killed since the start of the war on Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas fighters attacked southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking about 250 others to Gaza as hostages.
The latest flotilla is carrying participants from dozens of countries, including Mandla Mandela, the grandson of Nelson Mandela, South Africa's first Black president.
The boats set off in August and September from ports around the world. Last month, organizers said, drones dropped stun grenades and irritants on the vessels as they sailed in international waters near Greece. Participants were unharmed, but the assault left many shaken. Spain and Italy had initially provided naval escorts for the flotilla to protect their citizens but pulled them away this week, citing safety reasons, as they neared the Israeli-policed zone.
Reports of the Israeli interceptions Thursday prompted criticism from world leaders and sparked protests in major cities worldwide in support of the flotilla, including in Istanbul, Milan, Athens and Bogota, Colombia.
Irish Deputy Prime Minister Simon Harris called the interceptions "very concerning."
"This is a peaceful mission to shine a light on a horrific humanitarian catastrophe," he wrote on social media.
Colombian President Gustavo Petro expelled the Israeli diplomatic delegation after the detention of two Colombian women on the flotilla. And Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim called for the immediate release of all detained activists and volunteers.
On Wednesday, the Israeli military began tightening its siege of Gaza City, saying it would stop Palestinians from returning to the northern portion of the enclave. The escalation came after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu negotiated and accepted a proposal from President Donald Trump on Monday to end the war, which Hamas is weighing.
Lior Soroka and Abbie Cheeseman contributed to this report.
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Americas
Canadians with 'X' passports warned they could face problems at U.S. border
Canada said it could not guarantee gender-neutral passport holders would be granted U.S. entry. Under the Trump administration, the U.S. now only recognizes two sexes. 

Pearson International Airport in Toronto. (iStock)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-10-02
The Canadian government has updated its travel advice to warn citizens with gender-neutral passports that their documents may no longer be accepted at the U.S. border.
"While the Government of Canada issues passports with a 'X' gender identifier, it cannot guarantee your entry or transit through other countries," Canada's new travel advisory for the United States reads. "You might face entry restrictions in countries that do not recognize the 'X' gender identifier."
The page also states that U.S. federal systems "are changing to no longer accept markers of gender identity," adding that information on the sex an individual was assigned at birth may now be requested on U.S. forms and processes such as visa and passport applications, as well as passenger manifests.
Canada's Department of Global Affairs did not immediately respond to an overnight request for comment on when the travel advice was updated. However, archived versions of the website indicate that it was changed within the past 10 days.
Within hours of his inauguration earlier this year, Trump signed an executive order declaring that the U.S. only recognizes two sexes. Days later, Secretary of State Marco Rubio suspended passport applications using a gender-neutral marker, reversing a move by the Biden administration to allow transgender, nonbinary, intersex or gender-nonconforming people to use the "X" designation, rather than male or female, without providing medical documents.
The policy is being challenged in court. In June, a federal judge temporarily blocked the policy, ruling that transgender and nonbinary Americans should be able to reflect their gender identities on newly issued passports. In September, the Trump administration asked the Supreme Court to let it enforce the policy.
U.S. passports bearing the "X" marker remain valid until their expiration date, according to the State Department.
The U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the agency responsible for inspecting passports at ports of entry, has previously denied that international LGBTQ+ visitors would face additional scrutiny or be detained when entering the country. However several countries, including Denmark, Germany, Finland and Ireland, have nonetheless issued travel advisories to citizens with the "X" gender designation this year.
Canada first introduced the "X" designation for passports, travel documents, citizenship certificates and permanent resident cards in 2019, with the government saying at the time that "Canadian citizens and residents deserve to be respected and have the opportunity to live according to their own identity."
The Canadian government said in January that around 3,600 Canadians are estimated to have the "X" designation in their passports, according to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.
In August, Canada updated its policy for Nexus travel cards, which allow expedited border entry at U.S. and Canadian borders, meaning that Canadians with the "X" identifier in their passports now have to select either male or female when applying for a new card.
The CBP did not immediately respond to a request for comment early Thursday on the updated Canadian travel advice. In a statement to The Washington Post in April, it said: "A foreign traveler's gender as indicated on their passport and their personal beliefs about sexuality do not render a person inadmissible. Claims to the contrary are false." It added that "travelers must present an official government-issued travel document and be the rightful bearer of that document when seeking entry at a U.S. Port of Entry."
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Europe
Russian gasoline production buckles under Ukrainian drone strikes
In annexed Crimea, drivers are limited to five gallons of gas at the pump, and all Russians face higher taxes and less social spending as the war drags on.

A gas station in Moscow last month. (Maxim Shipenkov/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Mary Ilyushina, Francesca Ebel | 2025-10-02
Ukraine's new strategy of targeting oil refineries is taking its toll on Russia's economy, dramatically cutting its refining capacity as the government seeks to balance massive military spending with falling revenue.
Citing data from Seala, a Russian energy markets analysis agency, the Russian business daily RBC reported that nearly 40 percent of the country's refining capacity remains idle, mainly due to repairs after attacks.
"Attacks by Ukrainian drones are the main cause and account for up to 70 percent of the shutdowns," Seala's Vladimir Nikitin said, noting that scheduled maintenance on some facilities has been pushed back in a scramble to keep refineries running.
Russia's fuel market is facing a shortfall equal to about 20 percent of monthly gasoline demand -- roughly 400,000 tons out of the 2 million consumed -- the Kommersant business daily reported, and consumers are starting to feel it. Roughly 1 in 50 gas stations have stopped selling gasoline as nationwide production has dropped by about 10 percent.
Russia, an energy-rich nation known for its exports, is suddenly finding it necessary to import refined products like gasoline.

A gas station in Moscow on Sept. 8. Prices have spiked, growing faster than overall inflation since August. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)


Since July, Russia has increased its gasoline purchases from neighboring ally Belarus by 36 percent compared with last year. In September, gasoline imports jumped by 168 percent compared with the previous months, but volumes are still not sufficient to meet demand.
On Wednesday, Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak reportedly proposed to further boost purchases from Belarus and eliminate import duties on gasoline from China, South Korea and Singapore.
In public remarks, Novak also said the ministry is considering using various chemical elements and additives to boost the supply, which Russian media said could suggest ethanol and monomethyl aniline, a harmful substance that was banned a decade ago.
The government has extended its ban on gasoline and diesel exports until year's end as supply disruptions have affected at least 10 regions. Crimea, which Russia illegally annexed from Ukraine in 2014, has been hit the hardest, forcing the Russia-installed governor to limit gasoline sales to eight gallons per person in late September and then again to five gallons on Wednesday.
"This can lead to an uncontrollable growth of social tension -- you can lull people into a state of clam by saying that we will beat everyone in the war on TV or that the shops are full of products," Russian economist Vyacheslav Shiryaev said. "But it's different with gasoline when your car just stops after five stations don't have fuel."
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said recently that Kyiv plans to increase production of long-range drones to continue hitting Russian energy infrastructure. Most Russian refineries are in the western part of the country, making them vulnerable to attacks.
"The most effective sanctions -- the ones that work the fastest -- are the fires at Russia's oil refineries, its terminals, oil depots. We have significantly restricted Russia's oil industry, and this significantly restricts the war," Zelensky said in September.

An oil refinery in Orsk, Russia, in August. (Reuters)


Despite bullish rhetoric from the Kremlin and steady -- if very slow -- advances on the battlefield, the war has taken its toll on the Russian economy. For the first time since Russia's 2022 invasion, it has slightly reduced its defense spending. Analysts say the cut is less a retreat than a tactical adjustment to stabilize war-battered finances through tax hikes.
The budget document published Monday shows that Russia's budget deficit in 2025 is set to reach 2.6 percent of GDP instead of the 1.7 percent projected in the spring -- the largest shortfall since 2020. The gap is driven primarily by shrinking oil and gas revenue, the result of a stronger ruble and falling energy prices due to sanctions.
The draft budget for 2026 proposed the first nominal reduction in defense spending in the three years of war, with a decrease of around 4 percent.
"The budget looks more and more like a compromise between the war camp and economists," said Alexandra Prokopenko, a former adviser to the Russian central bank and now a fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center. "The former got their 8 percent of GDP for defense and security, while the latter got the least inflationary way to pay for it."
Still, she added, when spending on security agencies is included, the reduction is slight and expected to go up again in 2027. "War remains the priority."
In addition to the rising gasoline prices, Russians will be footing the bill for war spending directly and indirectly. The most visible move to plug the budget hole is a hike in sales tax from 20 percent to 22 percent, which the government expects to generate an extra $14 billion annually.
The Finance Ministry is also stripping small businesses of long-standing tax-relief options, pushing many into higher tax brackets. Social spending, which traditionally was higher than defense spending before the 2022 invasion, has been eclipsed as defense and security now absorb roughly 11/2 times more than what is spent on medicine, education, culture and sports.
A big share of military spending goes toward hefty salaries for soldiers as well as compensation packages for their families in case of death or serious injury. The Kremlin has maintained its manpower on the front line by dangling extraordinary sums: In Moscow, a sign-up bonus can reach about $28,000, followed by a monthly salary starting at $3,200 -- plus bonuses for days spent on active front lines and captured Ukrainian equipment.

An army recruitment ad in St. Petersburg in 2023. (Dmitri Lovetsky/AP)


Pay varies by region, but even the lower tiers often exceed several times the local average wage, turning fighting in Ukraine into one of the few reliable paths to sudden prosperity.
President Vladimir Putin's model of waging war through massive spending, however, is thrown into doubt when the financial resources are no longer there, Shiryaev said.
"It's important to consider these two situations together, because gasoline is the blood of the economy," he said of the fuel crisis against the backdrop of an increased budget gap.
"I wouldn't go as far as saying Putin has no money to fight, but he doesn't have the money to fight the same way he had in 2024 and the beginning of 2025," Shiryaev said, adding that if Russia moves to buy more expensive gasoline from China or Singapore, it will have to subsidize domestic sales, dampening the efforts to balance the budget.
President Donald Trump recently labeled Russia as a "paper tiger," saying on social media that "Putin and Russia are in BIG Economic trouble, and this is the time for Ukraine to act."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov retorted that his metaphor was all wrong, that Russia isn't a tiger: "It's more associated with a bear, and there is no such thing as a paper bear," he told a Russian radio station. He denied Russia was in economic trouble but said there were "points of tension" in some sectors because of sanctions imposed on Russia.
The truth, according to Prokopenko, is somewhere in the middle.
"It is a large, injured predator on a strict diet after budget steroids: he's strong, but he moves slowly, he saves money and he eats up his taxpayers and businesses," she said.
Natalia Abbakumova contributed to this report.
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Middle East
With Iran under pressure, fears grow of new Israeli strikes
The Trump administration sees "snapback" sanctions as a key pressure tactic. For some U.S. allies, they raise fears of further instability.  

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian displays a book of Iranians killed by Israeli strikes as he addresses the U.N. General Assembly in New York on Sept. 24. (Jeenah Moon/Reuters)


By Susannah George | 2025-10-02
A new wave of harsh international sanctions are rattling Iranian politics and dragging down an already struggling economy as fears grow among U.S. allies in the region that another round of Israeli airstrikes on the country could be imminent.
The Trump administration says the U.N. sanctions, which European countries agreed to impose as a longstanding deadline approached, are necessary to pressure Iran back into negotiations over its nuclear program. But U.S. allies are concerned that the approach is risky and it threatens to drag the region into a fresh cycle of conflict.
"This is a dangerous gambit," said Vali Nasr, a professor of Middle East and international studies at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. The longer Iran and the United States go without restarting talks, the greater the likelihood of renewed conflict, he said. And now that so-called "snapback" sanctions have been reimposed, it could be months before the two sides are talking again.
"The bottom line is this, if the United States actually starts negotiating with Iran, it would be de facto cessation of hostilities between Israel and Iran," Nasr said.
Reimposing sanctions was not the "preferred option" and attempts to avoid escalation are ongoing, a European official said, who like several others interviewed for this story spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. "The diplomatic door is still open and we don't believe in a military solution to the proliferation crisis," the official said.
In the months since attacks on its nuclear facilities, Iran increased construction at a key underground site, suggesting Tehran may be cautiously rebuilding, according to a Washington Post review of satellite imagery. Iran also threatened to bar nuclear inspectors if sanctions are reimposed and in parliament, lawmakers are calling for the withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, a step many believe would precede weaponization of Iran's nuclear program.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said further military action against Iran has been on the table since the two sides agreed to a truce and this week Israeli officials told local media outlets that they are considering further strikes.
In a sign of heightened regional tensions, local Iranian media picked up open source reporting of U.S. fuel tankers deploying to the region, saying the news coincided with statements that the purpose of the additional sanctions was to "pave the way for military threats."
Comments like those are particularly concerning to U.S. allies in the Middle East. "The region today cannot go through the same Iranian-Israeli war or the other wars of the last two years. The cost is too high," said a senior Arab government official close to the Trump administration. He said he is advising his American counterparts that "de-escalation" is the only alternative.
But the Trump administration holds that now is the time to dial up pressure, and that snapback sanctions will "create the environment" for "a diplomatic solution," according to a U.S. official briefed on the policy.
That pressure is intended to encourage Iran to accept four stringent conditions as a baseline for new negotiations, according to the U.S. official: The talks must be "meaningful" and direct, Tehran must agree to zero enrichment of nuclear material and curbs to its missile program, and it must cease funding its proxy forces. Such conditions were some of the most significant stumbling blocks during the previous round of negotiations and Iran is likely to interpret them as nonstarters.
Iranian and U.S. negotiators met for five rounds of talks over two months this summer, but failed to secure any progress toward a deal. The U.S. official said the Trump administration believes the lack of progress was because the Iranians "weren't serious" and their negotiating team hadn't been given the mandate to reach a deal. Those negotiations were suspended when Israel attacked Iran on June 13.
A 12-day war between Israel and Iran followed, punctuated by a single round of U.S. strikes on Iranian nuclear sites. It ended in a shaky ceasefire deal  brokered by the Trump administration, which did not include a written agreement, monitoring mechanisms or a diplomatic track to a lasting peace. Even as he announced the truce, Netanyahu threatened renewed conflict. "We have no intention of taking our foot off the pedal," he said.
"We must not allow Iran to rebuild its military nuclear capacities. Iran's stockpile of enriched uranium, these stockpiles must be eliminated," Netanyahu said in his address to the United Nations last week.
U.S. partners in the Persian Gulf are particularly vulnerable. The region is speckled with U.S. military instillations, including in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. After the U.S. strikes in June, Iran responded with a missile attack on a U.S. air base in Qatar.
Since then, tensions have not cooled: The Israeli attack targeting Hamas officials in Doha earlier this month increased concerns in the Gulf over Israel's seeming willingness to carry out unpredictable strikes, even if they threaten to destabilize regional relations -- and raised new questions as to the effectiveness of the U.S. security umbrella.
There are many reasons that renewed conflict between Israel and Iran is unlikely, according to Afshon Ostovar, an Iran expert and professor of national security affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School in California. Israel has already devastated Iranian military and nuclear infrastructure and Iran is disincentivized from rebuilding its damaged enrichment facilities, he said: After Israel demonstrated the extent to which Iran's security forces had been penetrated by Israeli intelligence, through attacks carried out deep within Iran, the country's leaders must know such actions would invite an attack. But Ostovar said Iran may start to test boundaries.
"If it does those things, then, you know, Israel might feel like they just need to mow the grass in Iran once in a while. You know, whenever Iran builds these things, they strike them, and that sets Iran back another six months," he said.
"You could get into the sort of cycle of low-intensity conflict that goes on for some time," he said.
For years, Israel referred to intermittent military action again Hamas in Gaza as "mowing the grass," a phrase that critics said justified endless military operations that lacked strategic objectives. And in Lebanon, following the ceasefire with Hezbollah, Israel continued to launch strikes on the country's south.
The snapback sanctions imposed by the U.N. that took effect over the weekend include a conventional arms embargo, a ban on uranium enrichment and restrictions on Iran's ballistic missile program, along with travel bans and asset freezes. The restrictions had been lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal negotiated between Tehran, the Obama administration and other governments. Their reimposition removes one of the last vestiges of the agreement, from which President Donald Trump withdrew during his first term in office.
Iranian officials have downplayed the impact of the new sanctions. "On the economic situation, the reality is that for 45 years we have been under sanctions, if we can resolve our differences, we do have the capacity to leave most of the current crisis behind," Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian told reporters at the U.N. General Assembly in New York last week.
Pezeshkian said Iran continues to be willing to engage, but cautioned that the relationship with the U.S. has been damaged. "The wall of distrust between us and the Americans is quite thick and quite tall," he said.
Following the reimposition of the sanctions, Iran's currency hit another record low, sinking to trade at over 1,100,000 rials to the dollar and causing inflation to spike. Back in Iran, Pezeshkian told local leaders, "Iran will not surrender to pressure."
Iran's weakened state is a reason to exercise caution and avoid further military confrontations, in the view of the senior Arab government official. Many in the region fear further military action against Iran could trigger waves of regional instability similar to what followed the collapse of Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq.
"Diplomacy has to be the way forward," the Arab official said.
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Asia
Rice is on the political menu as Japan replaces its leader -- again
Japan's new prime minister - its 19th since 1990 - will need to address the rice crisis, and growing calls from consumers and farmers, for policy change.

(Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Michelle Lee, Chie Tanaka | 2025-10-02
ASAHIKAWA, Japan -- Nobuo Kubo inherited his rice farm four decades ago, becoming the third generation in his family to look after the lush fields at the base of Mount Daisetsu. The pristine snow melt has made this region in Hokkaido prefecture one of Japan's leading rice producers.
But Kubo, now 72, has no intention of passing down the farm to his children.
He is part of a generation of aging farmers fed up with what they describe as the government's unreliable policy decisions that are making farming an increasingly unsustainable way of life here.
"It's sloppy," Kubo said. "The government only does stopgap measures, nothing long-term."

Nobuo Kubo, 72, a farmer whose family business dates to his grandfather is photographed at his farm in Asahikawa, Hokkaido, Japan, July 30. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The frustration among farmers like Kubo has mounted over the past year as rice prices doubled and the government mismanaged the highly regulated supply of rice.
The ensuing political crisis was a key factor in the Liberal Democratic Party's humiliating defeat in crucial elections in July, and in Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba's subsequent resignation last month. Rice was also a major sticking point in trade negotiations with the Trump administration as Tokyo resisted efforts to increase U.S. rice imports, which could edge out local farmers.
The LDP will elect a new leader this Saturday -- that person will almost certainly become Japan's new prime minister -- and the soaring cost of living is a top issue. Skyrocketing rice prices have reshaped daily life in Japan, leading families to switch up their diet and some restaurants to even fine customers who don't finish their rice.
One of the front-runners is Agriculture Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, whose predecessor resigned after saying he "never had to buy rice" because he was given it -- a comment many Japanese saw as out of touch with the economic realities families were facing.
Government involvement in regulating Japan's rice market is entirely unique compared to the United States. The central and local governments closely manage the grain with help from farming cooperatives, which provide everything from fertilizers to loans that help small-scale farmers, who make up the majority of the industry, survive. The regulators set production guidelines that influence rice prices, and cooperatives help implement government policies.
Koizumi and other policymakers have now announced an overhaul of the way the government regulates rice production. But critics are skeptical, given that powerful agricultural cooperatives have resisted previous attempts at reform and have enormous sway over the LDP.
Rice is central to Japanese cuisine but consumption has steadily dropped since the 1960s, as the population has shrunk and people have branched out to other carbs like bread and pasta. As a result, the government has lowered production targets and handed out subsidies for planting other crops.

Kazuo Kawazoe, 75, and his wife Katsuko Kawazoe, 71, head to check on their vegetables that they are growing at their farm in Asahikawa, July 29. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



Melons that the Kawazoes are growing on their farm. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


This policy was meant to prevent oversupply and dramatic price swings, experts say.
But last year, a perfect storm of events caused chaos in the market: There was a poor-quality harvest, an influx of tourists and panic buying amid fears that a massive earthquake would hit Japan.
Rice disappeared from grocery store shelves, and what was left cost twice as much. The government then had to tap into its emergency reserves, the rice equivalent of the United States' strategic oil reserve.
This was exasperating to farmers like Kubo, who say they could have produced more rice had it not been for the government's miscalculations. Kubo has left 30 percent of his farmland unused because of production guidelines.
During Koizumi's visit to Hokkaido in May, Kubo and two other farmers pleaded for a change.
"I told him, 'Come to the field. Make policies while actually looking at the situation on the ground. Otherwise, you won't understand the reality,'" Kubo said. "He said he understood, but he hasn't come at all."
Still, Koizumi appears to have gotten the message. In August, the government announced a major policy shift: It will revise its decades-old policy of limiting rice production, and encourage larger harvests instead. The government had been forecasting annual demand, which had acted as a de facto cap on production. To prevent a surplus, it will allocate more rice for exports, which can be redirected to the domestic market in the event of another shortage.
Koizumi declined a request for an interview.

Rice fields at Kawazoe Farm in Asahikawa. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The government's plans to encourage farmers to produce more remain vague, and that uncertainty has made many farmers anxious.
The industry already faces existential challenges: Farmers are growing older, and younger generations are finding more lucrative jobs in cities. More than 1 million acres remain unused as farmers retire without successors.
But change is already happening in pockets of the industry. Take Hiroaki Kawazoe, 39, a rare millennial who happily inherited his family farm in Asahikawa in his mid-20s.

Hiroaki Kawazoe, 39, with his wife Aki Kawazoe, 41, and their two daughters, Akari, 9, and Nonoha, 4, are photographed at their family farm in Asahikawa. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


"I thought it would be a waste to let all my parents' hard work disappear," Kawazoe said, as he shared a juicy homegrown watermelon with his parents and daughter.
He created a sleek website to market his products. He uses drones to keep track of his yield and sells directly to restaurants rather than going through the cooperatives that help the government keep tabs on rice sales.
Still, the family wonders what the future holds for their industry, from tariff negotiations to new government policies.
"Who knows what will happen from now on?" said his mother, Katsuko Kawazoe, 71. "We're anxious whether we can manage."

Akari Kawazoe with her dad Hiroaki Kawazoe, as he works on his family's rice field. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



Rice plants in a paddy at Kawazoe Farm. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Under the trade agreement, Tokyo agreed to accept more rice tariff-free from the United States, and earlier this year, retailers took the unusual step of turning to imports from California and South Korea as cheaper alternatives to locally grown rice.
Shoppers, who strongly prefer domestic rice over imports, say they are desperate for a government solution that both makes rice more affordable and protects farmers.
"With the number of rice farmers decreasing, I hope some kind of measures will be taken, though I don't know what," said Kozue Niiya, 47, out shopping on a recent afternoon. "But I do wish daily food items, like rice, would be cheaper."

Rice paddy artwork by the Japanese Agricultural Cooperative in Taisetsu, Hokkaido, is seen during a festival in Asahikawa, July 30. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The LDP's previous efforts to reform the rice industry lost steam, experts say, in part because of relentless pushback from the Japanese Agricultural Cooperatives, an influential national federation of local associations representing farmers that has a powerful lobbying arm. JA can also turn out the farm vote in rural areas, which carry more weight than urban areas because of electoral redistricting.
The Ministry of Agriculture said its policies are not intended to benefit a particular interest group.
The central office of the JA declined requests for an interview but Toru Yamano, who heads the JA's lobbying arm, said in a news conference last month that the organization wants to see policies that are sufficiently funded and promote the future of the agricultural industry.
Thanks to the JA's reach in every prefecture, farmers have been key to keeping the LDP in power for almost all of the past 70 years, said Patricia Maclachlan, Japanese politics and political economy professor at the University of Texas at Austin and an expert in the Japanese farming industry.
The JA "would mobilize the farm vote behind the LDP" and in return, the LDP would protect the agricultural industry, Maclachlan said.

Hiroaki Kawazoe processes rice at his family's farm in Asahikawa. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)



Bags of rice stored in a cooler at Kawazoe Farm. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


One of those protections was the government's production limit, experts say. By keeping rice prices high, the limit helps part-time rice farmers running small plots of land stay employed.
The small size of these farms are a remnant of Japan's rapid postwar economic growth, said Kimio Inagaki, agriculture policy expert at the Mitsubishi Research Institute in Tokyo, as people who began working in manufacturing jobs kept farming on the side to feed their families.
Even today, some of the fields are so small farmers grow just enough rice to feed their own family. But they remain economically viable thanks to the JA's help.
"Farming is a job that requires helping each other. Simply put, without the JA, we would be in trouble," said Shinichi Matsumoto, 76, who runs a 4-acre farm part-time in Saitama, northwest of Tokyo.
Matsumoto worries part-time farmers will leave the industry if production increases too much and rice prices plummet. He said he hopes the new system will find the right balance for small and large farms, as well as for consumers, given the importance of rice to Japan.
"Rice is a staple food," Matsumoto said. "Food is the source of life. Is there anything more important than that?"

Clockwise from bottom left, Nonoha, Aki, Hiroaki and Akari Kawazoe eat dinner together at their farmhouse in Asahikawa. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)
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Europe
Ukrainian nuclear plant's longest stretch on backup power raises alarm
The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has been on backup power for over a week, and Ukrainian officials and the International Atomic Energy Agency are sounding the alarm.

A Russian service member stands guard at a checkpoint near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant on June 15, 2023. The plant was seized by Moscow a year earlier. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


By Lizzie Johnson, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2025-10-02
KYIV -- More than a week after Russia said the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant lost external power because of shelling, the situation at Europe's largest nuclear plant is now critical, government officials and energy watchdogs say, with the facility running off emergency diesel generators.
Ukraine says shelling by Russia caused the crisis, while Russia blames Ukraine. Meanwhile, a Greenpeace investigation published Wednesday examined satellite imagery and found no evidence of military strikes or shelling near the plant's power lines. 
President Donald Trump has previously expressed interest in the United States taking over the facility.
What is clear is that the situation at the plant -- seized by Moscow in 2022 and under Russian occupation -- is increasingly tenuous. Officials say it has been operating off the grid since the afternoon of Sept. 23, when the last remaining power line to the facility was damaged during intense fighting in the area.
"While ... there is no immediate danger as long as [the generators] keep working, it is clearly not a sustainable situation in terms of nuclear safety," Rafael Mariano Grossi, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said in a statement. "Neither side would benefit from a nuclear accident."
The outage is the 10th -- and longest -- of the war. In a post on Telegram, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called it "an emergency situation" that was "a threat to absolutely everyone."
"The generators and the plant were never designed for this and have never operated in such a mode for so long," he added.
The Russian-installed communications director for the power plant, Yevgenia Yashina, told the Russian news agency Tass that "the situation ... remains under complete control."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Wednesday that Russia was in constant contact with the IAEA about the plant. "The station and nearby facilities are subjected to constant attacks by the Kyiv regime. It would be, to say the least, absurd to accuse the Russian side of shelling a station that it itself controls. Despite this, Russian specialists and station personnel are doing everything possible to guarantee the station's safety, which is reliably maintained."
However, the head of Ukraine's State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate, Oleh Korikov, maintained in a statement posted to Facebook that the current situation "poses great threats to nuclear and radiation security."
"Ignoring the requirements and principles of nuclear and radiation, Russian shelling of power lines and the resulting damage, as well as obstructing Ukrainian specialists from restoring these lines," Korikov said, "all of this could well lead to the worst-case scenario."
Grossi said that his agency has been in "constant contact" with officials on both sides of the front lines. The generators are the "last line of defense," he said, for the now-dormant plant, which has not generated power since Russia seized it in 2022 after invading the southern Ukrainian region of Zaporizhzhia, about 300 miles southeast of Chernobyl.

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant is seen in the background in March. (Ed Ram/For The Washington Post)


While not generating power, the facility requires electricity to cool its half-dozen reactors, averting massive disaster. Though the danger now is less than it would be if the plant -- which once supplied 20 percent of Ukraine's power needs, enough to export electricity to the rest of Europe -- was running, Grossi warned that the nuclear fuel "could melt if power could not be restored in time."
Of the diesel generators, eight are in use, the plant's Russian management reported to the IAEA. Workers are cycling those generators out with nine additional units -- currently in standby mode -- to keep them serviced. Another three generators are in maintenance. There are typically 10 days of diesel fuel on hand.
The plant reported that it was possible to fix the 750-kilovolt electrical line that was allegedly damaged in September -- but Russia said it has been unable to complete the work because of fighting in the area. Meanwhile, Ukraine has repeatedly offered to repair a backup 330-kilovolt power line that was disconnected in early May, though Russia has declined to take Kyiv up on this offer.
According to the investigation from Greenpeace, the power loss is "is a deliberate act from the Russian side" in an aim to disconnect the plant from Ukraine's power grid and connect it to Russia's," said Greenpeace nuclear specialist Shaun Burnie in a statement.
The plant caught the attention of Trump earlier this year, when he suggested that American ownership of the facility would help recoup investments from the Biden administration to defend Ukraine -- and even keep the plant safe. Kyiv bristled at the proposition. Complicated by Russia's occupation, the idea has since seen little momentum.
For now, Grossi said, "it is extremely important that off-site power is restored."
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Middle East
Israel steps up Gaza City assault as Hamas weighs Trump peace deal
As Israel cut off northern Gaza, the Global Sumud Flotilla was intercepted by Israeli forces, who arrested the activist Greta Thunberg aboard one of the vessels.

Palestinians on a coastal path northwest of Nuseirat refugee camp in Gaza watch smoke billowing Wednesday during Israeli strikes. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Miriam Berger, Cate Brown | 2025-10-01
The Israeli military began tightening its siege of Gaza City on Wednesday as it announced that it would stop Palestinians from returning to the north of the enclave and suggested that anyone who remained would be characterized as "militants and supporters of terror."
The escalation of the assault came less than 48 hours after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu negotiated and accepted a proposal from President Donald Trump to end the war, which Hamas is weighing, and as the vessels in an international flotilla carrying more than 500 people, including lawmakers, human rights advocates and Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, were intercepted by the Israeli military as they neared Gaza in a bid to deliver aid to the famine-stricken territory.
"The [Israel Defense Forces] is now currently completing the capture of the Netzarim Corridor to the coast of Gaza, dissecting Gaza between north and south," Israel Defense Minister Israel Katz said in a statement. "This will tighten the siege around Gaza City, and anyone leaving it [to go] south will be forced to pass through the IDF's checkpoints." Katz's office described the moment as "the last opportunity for Gaza residents who wish to do so to move south."
Earlier in the day, the military gave fresh evacuation warnings to the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians who -- lacking the money to flee and find shelter in the overcrowded south -- have stayed in Gaza City since Israel formally launched its ground invasion to capture the city on Sept. 15. The Israeli military said that the coastal al-Rashid Road -- the only functioning road between the north and south of Gaza -- would in the coming hours be closed in the northbound direction, but that civilians would continue to be able to flee to the south.
"It seems whoever does not have the money has no right to escape," said Shaimaa Abu Haseera, a mother stuck in Gaza City with her children. "I never imagined that my blood, my children's and my husband's would be so cheap," she said.
In a statement, Hamas said Katz's comments showed "a further escalation of war crimes being committed by his army against hundreds of thousands of innocent residents."
In response to questions from The Washington Post, COGAT -- the Israeli Defense Ministry unit that coordinates civil affairs in the occupied territories -- said that humanitarian aid would continue to be allowed to the north despite the tightening siege.
U.N. officials said it was not immediately clear to what extent humanitarian operations would be affected by the closure but stressed that it has already been increasingly difficult to get the green light from the Israeli military for missions to Gaza City and the northern portion of the enclave in recent weeks.
As the offensive to capture Gaza City has grown in ferocity, aid agencies have also increasingly struggled to maintain a presence in the city as their staff members flee to safety. On Wednesday, the International Committee of the Red Cross became the latest international organization to announce that it had been forced to cease its operations there due to the intensity of the violence.
Despite the escalating dangers, Palestinians in Gaza City in recent weeks have told The Post that they did not consider any other areas of the besieged and bombarded Strip to be any safer.
"Currently, the operation is in Gaza City, and we all realize and know that the operation will extend to the areas of the central Gaza Strip and then to the south of the Gaza Strip until we have reached the process of displacement and extermination," said Ahmed Abu Qamar, an economist and writer stuck in a tent in Gaza City with his wife and four children, the youngest of whom is 3. "There is no safe place in Gaza, whether in the north or the south. We hear the news that strikes are also continuing in the areas of displacement."
For weeks he has watched the neighborhood around him empty out as people fled south. But Abu Qamar said he cannot afford the several thousand dollars that displacement demands, from the cost of a car out of Gaza City with his family's few remaining belongings to renting land to pitch a tent and start all over again. Last year, he fled on foot from his hometown of Jabalya after Israeli forces cut off north Gaza in a similar operation.
On Wednesday evening, multiple vessels participating in the Global Sumud Flotilla -- which is made up of more than 40 ships -- were intercepted by the Israeli military as they approached Gaza, according to flotilla organizers and statements from the Israeli government.
Israel's Foreign Ministry published a video of a naval lieutenant telling flotilla activists that they were approaching a "blockaded zone" at approximately 9:30 p.m. local time Wednesday. Within an hour, members of the Israel Defense Forces began boarding flotilla vessels, said Tariq Ra'ouf, a spokesperson for the group. Communications with two ships, the Adara and the Sirius, were cut following the IDF's entry, and Ra'ouf could not immediately confirm the whereabouts of the 61 people onboard.
"Already several vessels of the Hamas-Sumud flotilla have been safely stopped and their passengers are being transferred to an Israeli port," the Israeli Foreign Ministry said in a statement on social media. The post included a video of Thunberg being arrested on the deck of one of the vessels.
Israeli officials have previously claimed that the flotilla supports Hamas and had said that they would not allow it to reach Gaza.
Last month, Spain and Italy said they would send warships to escort the flotilla for part of the journey, after organizers said drones had dropped stun grenades and irritants on the boats as they sailed in international waters near Greece. Those naval escorts pulled away late Tuesday, citing safety reasons as they neared the Israeli-policed zone.
Gustavo Petro, the president of Colombia and a fierce critic of the Israeli military's conduct in Gaza, said two Colombian citizens aboard the flotilla had been detained by Israeli forces, and condemned the move as "a new international crime by Netanyahu."
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Europe
Germany arrests three suspected Hamas members in plot to attack Jews
Police seized weapons and ammunition while arresting the three men in Berlin, Germany's federal prosecutor's office said.
By Aaron Wiener | 2025-10-01
BERLIN -- German authorities arrested three men suspected of being members of Hamas and of procuring weapons to carry out attacks on Jewish or Israeli institutions in Germany, the country's federal prosecutor's office said Wednesday.
The men, identified by authorities as Abed Al G., Wael F. M. and Ahmad I., have been charged with membership in a foreign terrorist organization and preparing an act of anti-state violence. They will go before a judge Thursday to determine whether they will be held in detention before trial.
Police seized weapons including an AK-47 assault rifle and several pistols, as well as a significant amount of ammunition, while arresting the men in Berlin, the prosecutor's office said.
Two of the men are German citizens, according to the prosecutor's office; the third was identified as Lebanese-born.
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Europe
Oktoberfest in Munich cleared to reopen after bomb threat
Hours after a written threat, by a suspect who killed himself, authorities said the beer celebration would reopen after a search of the grounds found no explosives.

The closed Oktoberfest grounds in Munich on Oct. 1. (Diego Fedele/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener | 2025-10-01
BERLIN -- Authorities temporarily closed Munich's Oktoberfest celebration in response to a bomb threat Wednesday.
The flagship festival reopened at 5.30 p.m. local time, following a police search of the Oktoberfest site for explosives. Local media reported that visitors ran through the gates to the Wiesn -- as the festival is locally known -- as if nothing had even happened.
The closure was prompted by a bomb threat letter, which police initially said contained a "nonspecific threat of explosives related to the Oktoberfest."
According to officials, the letter was written by the suspect in a fire that occurred early Wednesday in Munich's northern Lerchenau district.

Munich's Oktoberfest celebration was temporarily closed after a bomb threat letter was found in a fire a few miles from the event.


The suspect, a 57-year-old man living in Starnberg, about 15 miles southwest of Munich, allegedly started the blaze and planted booby traps because of a family dispute and then fled the scene. Police pursued the suspect before he killed himself with a homemade weapon near Lake Lerchenau, authorities said.
The man was carrying a backpack with an explosive device that had to be defused, police said. The letter prompting the closure of Oktoberfest was dropped into a neighbor's mailbox, Bavarian Interior Minister Joachim Herrmann said Wednesday evening.
Police said the suspect's 81-year-old mother was found in front of the house with a gunshot wound to her arm and his 21-year-old daughter was rescued from the first floor when the house was already ablaze. Both were transferred to a hospital for treatment. Police presume that a body found inside the house is that of the suspect's 90-year-old father. Neighbors also had to leave their homes, authorities said.
Herrmann stressed there was no sign of a radical motive, calling it "exclusively a matter of these internal family matters." He said the suspect had questioned his paternity of the 21-year-old rescued from the burning house, but a test confirmed he was the father.
With their search complete by late afternoon, authorities said the festival, and beer taps, could reopen.
"The police have reviewed the situation and have given the all-clear," Munich Mayor Dieter Reiter posted on Instagram late Wednesday afternoon. He thanked the emergency services for their work.
"I'm pleased that, from this evening, we can enjoy Oktoberfest together again," Reiter said.
The entrances to Oktoberfest were closed for 30 minutes Saturday because of overcrowding. Videos posted on social media showed revelers packed tightly between beer tents, unable to move in any direction.

The Oktoberfest beer festival in Munich on Sept. 23. (Michaela Stache/AFP/Getty Images)


As of Sunday, festival organizers estimated that some 3.5 million people had visited Oktoberfest this year, down slightly from 3.6 million at the same point last year.
The two-week festival, which kicked off on Sept. 20, dates back to the October 1810 wedding festivities of Prince Regent Ludwig of Bavaria, later King Ludwig I, and Princess Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen.
Most beer tents at Oktoberfest, billed as the world's largest folk festival, open daily from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. -- and from 9 a.m. on weekends -- with the first mass, a one-liter glass of Bavarian beer, hitting the tables by midmorning. Inside the vast tents, some of which hold more than 8,000 guests, Wiesn-goers feast on roast chicken and pretzels and belt out beer-hall classics.
The festival routine tends to fall into two shifts: a calmer crowd by day, followed by a high-energy evening scene as after-work partyers flood in. Beyond the beer halls, the festival grounds are filled with parades, folk dancing and a sprawling carnival of roller coasters, rides and games. Most visitors attend in traditional Bavarian dress, donning lederhosen or dirndl dresses.
Before the festival reopened Wednesday evening, spokesmen for the Wiesn hosts, Peter Inselkammer and Christian Schottenhamel, told German news agency, DPA, that visitors affected by the closure will no doubt face many practical questions, but they could be rest assured: Tokens for beer and chicken remain valid and can still be redeemed in the coming days.
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Economic Policy
Senate rejects plans to extend funding; Congress skips votes on holiday
Rank-and-file senators began discussing potential solutions Wednesday, though a compromise remains out of reach.

The federal government remained shut down Thursday as lawmakers were unable to reach a funding deal. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer, Jacob Bogage | 2025-10-02
The federal government remained shut down Thursday amid an ongoing partisan divide over funding laws with no immediate end in sight.
The shutdown has temporarily furloughed around 750,000 federal workers, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. The Trump administration has warned it may start firing employees as the shutdown progresses and has begun canceling or withholding funding for projects in Democratic-led states.
In the meantime, several agencies are almost completely shuttered, including the Department of Education, the Commerce Department, the Labor Department and the State Department. National parks will largely remain open, though visitor centers, parking lots and museums will be closed. Programs that are not funded by annual appropriations laws such as Social Security and the U.S. Postal Service will continue, as will work necessary to national security and defense.
The Senate once again rejected proposals to extend federal funding on Wednesday, primarily along partisan lines, and both parties publicly remain dug in to positions they've held for weeks. The chamber is set to vote again on the same bills Friday after a one-day break Thursday for the Yom Kippur holiday.
Most Senate Democrats say they won't vote to reopen the government until Republicans agree to extend health care subsidies set to expire at the end of the year, while Republicans say they are unwilling to negotiate on policy until the government is funded.

Republican leaders look on as Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters Wednesday at the U.S. Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


While there is still no clear path out of the shutdown,  senators of both parties met throughout the day Wednesday in informal huddles on the Senate floor to find a solution that will bring enough Democratic votes to reopen the government.
"This is us, just senators getting together and spitballing and then seeing if we could come to some kind of consensus," said Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), who was a part of the conversations. "And then I think a lot of us would then go back to our leadership and then go from there."
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said Thursday that he had been briefed on the talks and hoped they might lead somewhere. But he expressed skepticism about one Democratic idea: extending government funding through Oct. 31 instead of Nov. 21, as Republicans have proposed.
"We're really kind of quibbling over pretty small stuff," Thune told reporters.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has said Republicans pushed to extend funding through Nov. 21 because that's how long it would take Congress to finish work on appropriations bills.
Democrats have different metrics by which they say they'll judge any deal. Some are focused on securing an agreement on health care policy, while others say they'll need more assurances that President Donald Trump and White House budget director Russell Vought will not seek to change any congressional spending agreement.
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) said his top priority in any negotiations was securing a commitment from Trump to keep in place congressionally approved funding and not fire federal workers.
"I would like to see the Republicans make a commitment to work with us on health care, but I've never said that has to be all i's dotted and t's crossed, because that could be complicated," Kaine told reporters. "But a deal has to be a deal. We cannot enter into a deal and then have the president tomorrow just decide to fire more people."
Meanwhile, Vought has directed agencies to consider mass layoffs rather than temporarily furloughing workers, in a break from previous government shutdowns. He told House Republicans on Wednesday that those layoffs will begin within a "few days."

White House budget director Russell Vought has directed federal agencies to consider mass layoffs during the government shutdown, rather than temporarily furloughing workers. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Trump wrote on Truth Social that he would meet Thursday  with Vought  to discuss which federal agencies "he recommends to be cut, and whether or not those cuts will be temporary or permanent."
"I can't believe the Radical Left Democrats gave me this unprecedented opportunity," he wrote. "They are not stupid people, so maybe this is their way of wanting to, quietly and quickly, MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!"
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said such cuts would hurt American families.
"He's snatching paychecks, threatening jobs, and deliberately inflicting suffering on working people just to score petty political points," Schumer said Thursday in a statement.
Even as the Trump administration on Thursday ratcheted up rhetoric promising firings, senior government officials were quietly counseling agencies against undertaking reductions-in-force, known as RIFs, The Post reported, according to two people familiar with the discussions.
Officials have determined that such layoffs would likely violate appropriations law, one of the people said: in particular, the Antideficiency Act. That legislation forbids the federal government from obligating or expending any money not appropriated by Congress during a lapse in funding -- and would likely prohibit making the kinds of severance payments required to execute RIFs, officials have concluded.
Meanwhile, plans for firings have been developed at several agencies, The Post reported, but have not been executed. Those proposed layoffs target a relatively small number of employees, The Post reported, and do not match recent White House rhetoric about large-scale dismissals.
Traditionally, the president and White House budget office determine which federal activities should continue based on national security and if parts of the government have money left over from other funding sources.
The administration said it would withhold roughly $18 billion in federal funds from two major New York transportation projects until they could be further reviewed for alleged discriminatory practices. The move appeared designed to pressure  Schumer , though the Transportation Department said the pause was because the staff reviewing the projects had been furloughed.
Vought also announced $8 billion in climate project funding would be put on hold through the Department of Energy in 16 states represented by only Democratic senators, which Democrats criticized.
"This is not a functioning democracy if the president seizes spending power in order to reward his friends and punish his enemies," said Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut). "We're just seeing more and more evidence of how our democracy is being undermined every day that the president continues to act without any checks."
Hannah Natanson and Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Food
Our food critic is all about appetizers. These 5 dishes are his top picks.
Eating nothing but appetizers away from home is our food critic's dream. Here are his go-to starters in the D.C.-area.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-10-02
Allow me to share a secret. The day I'm no longer a hired mouth is the day I plan to eat exactly as I wish.
I expect to go wherever I want, not necessarily the new hot spot or an old restaurant that someone told me is better or worse than it used to be. And I look forward to eating mostly at the bar, counters being more convenient. Typically, you don't need reservations for them, and if I'm solo, there's the option of engaging or not with those around me. Unlike at a table in the dining room, no one cares if you request a single plate or many at the bar.
When I'm on my own dime and time, I also anticipate following my heart's content and ordering nothing but appetizers.
What a dream! A few bites of something hopefully delicious followed by several more bites of something completely different. The Spanish and the Chinese nailed similar experiences with tapas and dim sum, styles of eating that have always appealed to me. (Did you know D.C. was at the forefront of the small plates trend in the United States? My predecessor, Phyllis C. Richman, wrote about a restaurant called Samplings that found chef Janet Terry in the kitchen and "mini-entrees" including mousse-stuffed grilled Cornish game hen and scallops and shrimp in lettuce bundles on the menu -- back in 1987.)
I'm not the only one who thinks appetizers are No. 1. It turns out a lot of chefs feel the same way. One of them is Isabel Coss, chef-owner of Pascual, the distinguished Mexican restaurant that she runs with her husband, Matt Conroy, on Capitol Hill. "Appetizers are a great way to get to know the menu" and determine whether you want to commit to an entree, says Coss. She's been a fan of appetizers since she lived in New York and everyone everywhere seemed to be selling tapas, she jokes, "regardless of whether they were Peruvian or French."
Don't misunderstand. I love a great roast chicken, seafood stew and steak. And I grew up in the land of casseroles, or "hotdish" as we know it in Minnesota. But main courses come with the handicap of tasting the same for longer. Your average pork chop is going to taste the same from bite to bite. Unlike starters, entrees can produce "palate fatigue," says Kwame Onwuachi, the star chef behind Dogon in the Salamander hotel in the District. Chefs say they can express their creativity better in scaled-down dishes, and I'm here to say right on.
Another reason to lean in on appetizers: At a time when a lot of us are rethinking our spending, a couple of first courses tend to be less expensive than ordering a starter and a main course, the traditional game plan in restaurants.
When I mentally scan the dining scene and think about my favorite places, it's often appetizers that come to mind first. I picture the fried squid at Mama Chang's in Fairfax, a heap of crisp seafood that pulses with cumin and numbs the tongue with Sichuan peppercorns; the fabulous, brick-red pozole at Cielo Rojo in Takoma Park, featuring a soup thick with hominy, shredded chicken and buttery avocado, and the thrum of toasted dried chiles, garlic and Mexican oregano; the famous salad of pork sausage, peanuts, habanero and lychee at Rose's Luxury on the Hill -- at once sweet, spicy, crunchy and cool.
First among equals, however, are the following five appetizers. All different, they're all delicious. If you want to eat as a critic yearns to, start here (so to speak).

Diners Helena Rowe and Gustavo Guevara share guacamole at the bar at Pascual. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Named for the patron saint of cooks and the kitchen, Pascual whips up the most elaborate mash of avocados, lime and salt in the city -- "the perfect beginning of a meal," says Coss, who embellishes the dip with pickled jalapenos followed by finishes of olive oil and crushed toasted avocado powder. 
The restaurant then raises the bar for every guac around by serving it on a lazy Susan with six or so salsas and other condiments, what the chef playfully calls banchan, a reference to the Korean side dishes that often launch a meal. They include pickled vegetables, spiced pineapple and papaya, and bright salsas with varying degrees of heat including the dark brown oil-based salsa macha, her notion of chili crisp with the twin allures of sesame and smoke. (Two or three can easily share the party, delivered with tostadas.) Fall introduced a new salsa, made with warm-flavored cocoa nibs.
There's no rush to clear the condiments when a fresh course arrives; servers encourage you to enjoy them throughout the rest of dinner.
732 Maryland Ave. NE. pascualdc.com. Guacamole: $17.

Piri piri salad at Dogon in Washington. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


One of the brightest salads around was dreamed up during an all-nighter when Onwuachi was at the late Kith/Kin at the Wharf and aspired to "combine African and Caribbean ingredients in a creative way," says the chef, who brought the idea to his dining room at the Salamander hotel.
Thanks for staying up and tinkering, sir!
I'm cheered to see -- and eat -- again his piri piri salad: an eye-catching assembly of tart gooseberries, juicy grapes, melon balls and half an avocado filled with toasted almond butter. The salad is finished tableside with an electric papaya dressing and green seasoning oil that make a good case for double -- nay, quadruple -- dipping.
1330 Maryland Ave. SW. salamanderdc.com. Piri piri salad: $26.

Coddies with pickled vegetables at Wye Oak Tavern in Frederick. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Wherever they cook, brothers and sons of Maryland Bryan and Michael Voltaggio appear to have a blast coming up with fresh ways to ease into a meal. At their joint production in Frederick, Wye Oak Tavern, chicken liver pate takes the form of a piece of fried chicken, and shrimp "cocktail" turns out to be shrimp toast fused with shrimp paste and grits, speckled with sesame seeds and served with a zingy tomatillo sauce.
Every bit as entertaining are their coddies, that Baltimore staple of mashed potatoes and salt cod, typically eaten with mustard on crackers. In the brothers' rendition, the balls are fried in tempura and crushed saltines, threaded on a Popsicle stick and brightened with sunny yellow giardiniera. The white dollop on top? That would be tartar sauce made with cauliflower. What a way to get your vegetables! And what fun.
211 E. Church St., Frederick. wyeoaktavern.com. Coddies: $18.

Sardine toast at Casamara in Dupont Circle. (Scott Suchman)


I love sardines. I dig toast. So you can imagine my thrill at finding them sharing a plate at the alluring new, blink-and-you'll-miss-it Casamara in Dupont Circle.
The cushions of bread are sourdough, toasted on the plancha with butter and spread with avocado-tinted aioli, the better to affix the silvery fish; the meaty sardine is decked out with fresh herbs and pickled onion. Pow! Served with a lemon wedge, the snack is elegant, bold, light and ... not the least bit boring after a few bites.
The best place to graze in the coastal Mediterranean beauty? One of the plush green stools at the centerpiece bar, of course.
1337 Connecticut Ave. NW. casamaradc.com. Sardine toast: $16.

Palak chaat at Rasika in Penn Quarter. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Looking for a way to create a pakora that wasn't heavy with batter, chef Vikram Sunderam of Rasika thought to dust spinach leaves with gram flour and fry them, then hit the crisp greens with chili powder, roasted cumin powder and black salt. On top of the heap went sweet yogurt and tamarind chutney. The chaat made its debut when the modern Indian restaurant opened in Penn Quarter in 2005 and promptly launched countless imitators. Indeed, it's been one of the most-copied dishes I've encountered during my years at The Post -- and around the country.
Does Sunderam wish diners would move on to another snack? "Customers dictate what's on the menu," says the diplomat, who says he still eats palak chaat himself. For work at least. Consistency is everything, he says, one reason he tastes the warm salad -- always made to order -- throughout the night at Rasika.
633 D St. NW. rasikarestaurant.com. Palak chaat: $15.
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Eat Voraciously
How to make pepperoni pizza in 15 minutes flat
A few tricks turn store-bought ingredients into a pizza that's on the table faster than waiting for delivery. 

Skillet Pepperoni Pizza. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-10-02
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
This summer, I fell into a cooking rut. It was too hot to keep the windows open. Our grill was kaput. For weeks, the only recipes I felt like making involved zero cooking. I assembled salads. I made sandwiches. Until one day, when I had a craving for pizza.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pepperoni Pizza
Usually when I want pizza -- and I'm not ordering delivery -- I begin by stirring together the ingredients for homemade pizza dough before simmering canned tomatoes and aromatics into a simple sauce. But that day, with humidity nearing 70 percent and my patience for the chore of cooking at an all-time low, I decided to improvise.
I thought back to a J. Kenji Lopez-Alt recipe on Serious Eats for what he called bar-style pizza. Instead of pizza dough, he uses a flour tortilla.
Lopez-Alt's recipe works. (No surprise there.) But his formula involves turning on your oven. I simply couldn't bring myself to do that on such a hot day. So I decided to see what would happen if I cooked the whole thing in the skillet. To mimic the enclosed, radiating heat of an oven, I simply covered the pan tightly to heat everything through. To my surprise, it worked.
Instead of calling for store-bought or homemade pizza sauce, here I use tomato paste doctored with spices. It's not the same as a from-scratch sauce made with canned tomatoes, but alongside the other components, it's actually pretty good, considering how easy it is.
That's partly because of the other major change I made: I precooked the pepperoni in the skillet before making the pizza. I've been a fan of pepperoni since I was a kid. Its flavor reminds me of trips to the mall, where a stop at Sbarro for a large triangular slice of pepperoni pizza was almost guaranteed. In this recipe, you start by heating a skillet. Once hot, add your pepperoni slices. Depending on the size of your pepperoni, you might want only a few or as many as a dozen. If you use pepperoni in a natural casing, it will curl up into upside-down cups in the pan as it releases some of its fat. The edges will get wonderfully crunchy as they cook.

Pan-frying the pepperoni. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


Pull those out of the pan, and you're left with a well-seasoned skillet in both senses of the term: greased and full of pepperoni flavor.
Now, add your pizza-sauce-covered tortilla. Sprinkle on some mozzarella cheese. Flip your pepperoni cups over and arrange them on top of the cheese. Cover the skillet tightly, then wait. Give the pizza a couple of minutes to cook before peeking at the bottom of the crust to be sure it's not getting too dark. Adjust the heat if you need to, and keep cooking until the cheese is melted and has started to brown around the edge of the crust.
It will take only another minute or two, and then, look at that! You've got yourself a personal pan pizza. It's not an artisanal Neapolitan-style pie with a bubbly, burnished crust. But it's hot, crisp and fresh, and -- this is key -- it takes less time to make than getting delivery.
Get the recipe: Skillet Pepperoni Pizza
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: White parent trying to set a play date worries about cultural taboos
Letter writer wants to foster daughter's special friendship but doesn't know how to approach the classmate's mom.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-10-02
Dear Sahaj: My daughter (8) has become close friends with another girl who has been in her class every year since kindergarten. This girl is from an Afghan family that moved to the U.S. post-2021, so I imagine the transition has been difficult for them. I have met the mother once at a school event; she doesn't speak much English, so communication was difficult. My daughter loves this friend and would like to play with her outside of school. But my efforts to do this in the usual way (sending texts to the parents' phone number provided in the class directory) have resulted in nothing. Is this something I should give up on?
On the one hand, I imagine they have bigger difficulties than arranging a play date, and as a White person myself I have no idea what cultural taboos I may be stepping on when I reach out. On the other hand, I hate to imagine their daughter is not getting time with her friends because of a language/culture barrier. (She also seems very fond of my daughter, as there are big hugs, laughter and constant togetherness when they are around each other at school events.) Is there a way to foster this friendship?
-- Cross-Cultural Playdates
CCP: The silence doesn't necessarily mean "no." As you said, they may be navigating some stressors with their recent resettlement. Additionally, in many Central Asian and South Asian cultures, children spend time together in the context of family visits, community gatherings or supervised settings -- not necessarily the "drop-off playdate" format that's common in the U.S. Even more, playdates with friends may not be as prioritized in these cultures as family time, cultural/religious community-related events or even academic or skill-based extracurriculars. But there may be ways you can acknowledge all of this creatively in your efforts.
Regardless of it being several years of your daughters being in school together, you are a stranger to this mom. Consider how you can be more of a friend to her -- through kindness, hospitality and generosity -- before the kids get involved. How can you get some more face time with the mom to help her feel more comfortable around you? Keep in mind that many collectivist cultures tend to be high-context cultures, which means communication is often less direct and more nonverbal and contextual. Be mindful of how you are using nonverbal warmth (like smiling and waving) when you are seeing her in person. Regardless of language, these can go a long way.
If you are leaning on text to communicate, consider using short and very clear sentences, so it can be easy to translate on her end. And even more, if you are unable to get time with her in person, you could send a note home with a small gift for your daughter to pass on through her daughter. (Consider asking the school if they have any resources for helping you translate into Dari, Pashto or any other language this family speaks.) Introducing yourself, offering to be a helping hand with her daughter (especially because your daughter is so fond of her), and showing interest in getting to know her and the family is going to take you further than a straightforward text scheduling a playdate.
When it's time to suggest a playdate, consider inviting both her and her daughter over or making it a group endeavor with other girls and mothers. This might sound like: "The girls seem to really love each other. Would you like to come over for tea so the girls can play together after school one day?" Inviting both parent and child at first (and demonstrating hospitality!) reduces worry and shows respect for cultural norms around children's safety and supervision. It's also a good time for the parents to meet and get comfortable with each other. You may even consider a neutral space such as meeting at a park or kids museum. This may feel less intimidating than inviting them into your home right away. Finally, have an age-appropriate conversation with your daughter about cultural differences. You want to validate the friendship, explain the barriers without blaming this family's cultural background or differences, and emphasize patience. You can even explain to your daughter that language differences can make planning harder, but that doesn't mean her friend doesn't want to see her. This helps her stay patient and not personalize any silence or delays.
So is it worth pursuing? Yes ... but gently. You're unlikely to be violating cultural taboos by showing kindness or inviting them for a get together. If anything, hospitality and warmth are highly valued in collectivist cultures. Don't push too hard or expect fast results. It's possible she has other kids to think about, duties to fulfill at home that make "after school" playdates impossible, or -- as you said -- is simply tired or navigating stress/trauma from resettling. If she declines or doesn't respond, make the choice to not take it as a rejection of you or your daughter.
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The Home You Own
Yes, your interior designer shops at HomeGoods
Here's how the pros use Target, Ikea and other budget chains, even on high-end projects.

The office of Jessica Davis of Atelier Davis, with Ikea cabinetry and Wayfair chairs. (Emily J. Followill)


By Dina Cheney | 2025-10-02
The next time you're trawling the aisles of your local HomeGoods, you just might run into a pro, like Robin Gannon of Robin Gannon Interiors in Lexington, Massachusetts. "Even in my highest-budget projects, everyone is always looking to save," she said. "Clients might not mind spending money on a sofa, but does the side table really have to cost $3,000? No, it doesn't."
At wallet-friendly spots like Target, Home Depot and World Market, "you can fill in a lot for a little," Gannon said. Whether you're after a few finishing touches or a houseful of furniture and decor, here's what the pros pick up at chain outlets.

Four Hands armchair from Homesense. (Rayon Richards)


"HomeGoods is a mainstay for us," said Gannon. She's far from the only interior designer who frequents the retailer and its sister store, Homesense.
Beth Diana Smith of Beth Diana Smith Interior Design in the New York area appreciates the constantly changing inventory, which varies at each location. "You don't know what you're going to find," Smith said. "You can't shop for anything specific. You have to see what they have."
Sometimes, that includes furniture that is typically pricey. Smith once discovered a patterned accent chair from a brand normally not available in retail stores. She purchased it on the spot. "If you walk into a Homesense and see a table you love, do not leave it," she said. "You're better off buying it and returning it later [if you need to]."
But HomeGoods and Homesense shine most when it comes to decorative items, like faux plants. ("We are always looking for ways to fill in the blanks," said Gannon. "You don't want to leave blanks.") For a more upscale look, seek out specimens with more texture and consider repotting them (maybe in a vase from an adjacent aisle). Just steer clear of ersatz foliage that looks "super plastic and stiff," said Gannon. "If it's super shiny, run."
Gannon also recommends visiting the art area for prints brushed with paint. The extra texture lends them a handmade look and feel, she said. "I have gotten beautiful pieces in carved gold frames, and people have asked where I got them. I always say it's a designer's secret and that I can't give out my sources."
One of those secret sources is HomeGoods' decorative accessories section. There, she's found Assouline coffee-table books (she'll remove the jackets if they're torn). She's also stocked up on Riedel wine glasses and Ralph Lauren rocks glasses, which she arranges on bar carts.
In her clients' homes, Sarah Storms of Styled by Storms in Maplewood, New Jersey, mixes geodes and bone-inlay boxes from this section with luxe accents. "We can't do high end for every single thing," Storms said.
But "stay away from orbs, and if you see 17 versions of something, that trend has passed," she said. Instead, seek out "unique things that feel like you could have picked them up on vacation in Mexico City, Paris or Bali."
Before heading to the cash register, hit the bathroom accessories area. During my last HomeGoods pilgrimage, I found eucalyptus soap in a bottle pretty enough for pride of place in my powder room.
HomeGoods is not the only big-box store designers write home about -- there are plenty of treasures to be found elsewhere.

An Atelier Davis office, with Ikea shelving and Wayfair chairs. (Emily J. Followill)


The Scandinavian mega-retailer is a go-to for furniture and cabinetry. Ikea pieces lean neutral and customizable, and they work well in most spaces. When modular, they can approximate the look of pricey millwork or built-ins, said Atlanta-based Jessica Davis of Atelier Davis. Davis bought Ikea kitchen cabinetry, shelving and a desk system for her and her husband's home offices.

A sitting nook with poufs and rugs from Target, designed by Atelier Davis. (Emily J. Followill)


Try Target's outdoor section for smaller furniture. Items intended for outdoors can often work inside too, said Davis, and they might actually be priced lower than their indoor counterparts. Davis created an (indoor) seating nook by her kitchen with two outdoor poufs plus a rug from the brand's previous collaboration with designer Nate Berkus. Neither of these items are currently available, but you could try this outdoor bench from Target's Threshold collection with Studio McGee ($350). Storms is also a fan of the "beautiful, soft" bedding from the brand Casaluna.
Home Depot ceiling lights are a "good secret weapon and don't look discount," says Storms. She recommends the one-light matte white flush mount with a white opal glass shade ($70) and two-light matte brass flush mount with tiered milk glass shade ($100), both from Globe Electric. Storms has also found high-end-looking vanities for her builder clients' spec projects, like this 24-inch white oak vanity from Swiss Madison ($386) and this 30-inch marble-topped vanity from Home Decorators Collection ($600).
Storms also recommends this online retailer for bathroom vanities, like the 18-inch vanity from Loon Peak ($297) she used in her builder client's spec house. I second her strategy. When I needed to find a vanity stat, I ordered this marble-topped Frankfurt 24-inch bathroom vanity ($749) from Wayfair's Birch Lane brand. (For a more refined look, I swapped out the drawer pulls.) Over the years, I've ordered many rugs and pillows from Wayfair, like the 8x10 Western Geometric rug ($253), 8x10 Hasting abstract rug ($215), and Fleur De Jardin Collection throw pillow ($33).
Though its trademark blue-and-white coupons and physical locations are, for now, a thing of the past, this retailer continues to be a smart source for essentials like sheets, towels, plates, cookware, storage bins and small appliances. Although its inventory is more about utility than aesthetics, you could find the right decorative accent. When looking for a piece to pair with the Loon Peak vanity for her builder client, Storms chose the glam, rippled Kate and Laurel Viona mirror ($190), she said.
For an I've-traveled-the-world feel (whether it's authentic can be your secret), don't miss this chain's eclectic assortment of global goods. Looking for a lidded llama-shaped basket made out of water hyacinth? Didn't think so. But if you were, you could find it here, for about $80. Or take a cue from Davis, who gravitates toward items with simpler profiles and less ornamentation, like wicker baskets or rattan mirrors.
"I live for Costco sheets," said Storms. She recommends the Hotel Signature 800-thread-count 6-piece sheet set ($110 for king size).
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Advice
Miss Manners: Who should return whose call?
Letter writer lives in rural area where cellphone reception is unreliable.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-10-02
Dear Miss Manners: I live in a rural area where cellphone reception and internet service can be spotty, which sometimes results in calls being dropped without warning.
Callers who are accustomed to infallible technology can be baffled by this. I've even been accused of having hung up on someone! But more commonly, an awkward exchange ensues, where each person tries to call the other back simultaneously and can't get through.
In order to avoid this, I've gotten into the habit of letting callers know upfront that if I initiated the call, I will call them back in case of an interruption (or vice versa, if they are the one who called me). This seems logical, and I find myself wishing it could become established phone etiquette.
Perhaps, but technology changes more quickly than etiquette.
Someone more knowledgeable about the inner workings of telecommunications than Miss Manners will have to explain to her why its bugs appear to have longer lives than its products.
Dear Miss Manners: A co-worker invited a few people and their spouses over to watch a popular sporting event. After everyone in the office bombarded him with questions about what to bring, he insisted we bring nothing.
Never having met his wife or having been to his home, I brought a seasonal hand soap as a small thank-you for hosting us.
They both laughed at the gesture. In fact, it was a running gag between them for much of the evening, saying things like, "Thank goodness we have enough soap!" or "Maybe we should all wash our hands."
I smiled along with them, but thought such a reaction was odd. My spouse brought beer, which was shared among the guests without jokes.
To avoid such a situation in the future, should I no longer bring a hostess gift to gatherings?
Hostess gifts are not the requirement they were once commonly considered, and Miss Manners would definitely dispense with them if the hosts are only going to ridicule you for your efforts.
Come to think of it, she would not be inclined to socialize with such people.
Dear Miss Manners: My brother and I are the financial gatekeepers for our elderly, quite wealthy mother. Mom refers all requests for donations to us.
How do we politely get some of these requesters to just go away? One in particular keeps pestering me for a meeting with my mother. She's looking for, I believe, either a major gift or to be included in the will.
We have to continue to live in this relatively small town, so I can't be as rude as I would like to be.
Why would you wish to be rude? Fundraisers may be persistent, but they are, in Miss Manners' experience, no more interested than anyone else in wasting their time.
Explain that you and your brother make these decisions for your mother, and that you are not interested in donating to this cause. If you feel these requests have been less than polite, then you can forget to append a "thank you."
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Parents blatantly favored brother, so all elder care is on him
Parents were brazen in giving brother advantages in life. Now, conscience clear, letter writer ignores calls for elder care help.









(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-10-02
Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I'm the child who never does any elder care whatsoever, and I'm a common theme in your columns. I, the daughter, leave everything for my brother to do. On purpose.
When we were kids, my parents made it clear my brother, the firstborn son and firstborn grandson, was the favorite. I had to hear about how he had potential, smarts, looks and the ability to accomplish anything.
Me? Well, I was there.
They paid for his house, not mine. His wife gets better treatment than I ever did, and his kids get love, time and attention from my parents, whereas mine get the same physical and behavioral "corrections" I always got as a kid. During estate planning, my parents cut me out, despite the fact I'm a trust and estates attorney, and my brother does everything: estate planning, financial adviser, unofficial legal counsel, and medical and legal power of attorney. Even though he's a tech exec, my parents are convinced he knows more than I do.
As my parents' health declines, my brother is getting more and more overwhelmed and annoyed with me. I see it like this: He got a very nice boost in life, which is reflected in his success, and he is power of attorney, so he's getting paid to handle these issues. He can outsource if he wants. My parents made subtle comments that I'm getting nothing anyway because he's the eldest son. So in addition to getting paid, my brother will be inheriting several million dollars, and he has zero history of sharing anything with me.
I ignore their calls and pleas for help. I've told them my conscience is clear, but is there anything extra I can say? I've only ever seen my brother's side in advice columns but never mine.
-- I Refuse
I Refuse: Whoa. I think the Earth shifted.
Anyway, here you go -- your side for all to see. Including your parents and brother and others who share their perspective, not that they'll see themselves.
Enjoy the reprieve from elder care. No sarcasm in that at all.
I hope I would have the spine to remove myself from their care completely, too, if I were in your place.
Speaking of -- please tell me that upon their first "physical 'correction,'" you took your kids out of your parents' reach, at least unsupervised, for good? Wow. Show them this warped hierarchal family ethos ends with you. That is your statement.
For me to bother suggesting something "extra" for you to say, I'd have to believe your family capable of understanding they made their own beds with their myopia and insistent cruelty. And I don't.
But do you?
Think hard. Write down what you want your brother to know regardless, and what you want your parents to know. Stash the letters somewhere safe while you weigh the value of trying against the likelihood they'll listen.
If futility wins, then there's nothing extra to do ... except maybe counseling for the (valid) fury? Unless refusal is doing the trick. If you decide there is a chance, then you'll have your thoughts already organized and written.
I am so sorry they did this to you.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Daughter moves back in and brings a mess with her
Her adult daughter is back at home, and the letter writer has had it with her messy ways.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-10-02
Dear Eric: I'm 81 years old and my husband is 84. We were comfortably retired until our 44-year-old daughter and 9-year-old granddaughter moved in with us a few weeks ago. Our daughter was evicted from her condo because her ex-husband stopped paying. (I don't blame him.)
She's a college graduate and hasn't worked at a job in her field for 10 years, because her ex helped her start her own business, which has never provided a living wage. The business has now failed.
She says she's looking for a job but hasn't found anything.
My problem is that I'm neat and she's messy. If my daughter or granddaughter drop something on the floor, they don't pick it up. If they cook, they leave food on the stove and counter. The two rooms that they're using have clothes and "mess" everywhere. When I ask her to do something, she gets impatient and mad.
I don't know what to do! She's making me so stressed-out that my friends think I'm sick.
My husband and I can't afford to put her in her own place, because it would deplete our savings. She's already on Medicaid; she gets a small amount of money from the ex for child support but cannot take care of herself.
If you have any suggestions, please help.
-- Mother in Mess
Mother: Your daughter is in a tough spot and you're being very generous in your attempts to keep her afloat. That generosity need not come without strings, however. In fact, some ground rules and expectations about her stay in your house will help everyone.
Start by talking with your husband about what your shared expectations and hopes are for your new living situation. Confirm that you're on the same page about things like cleaning up, noise and chores. Also talk through what you're both envisioning for a timeline, i.e., is your daughter staying indefinitely? Is this always a rent-free situation? Are there other expectations in place of rent? Write these things down, if it helps you.
Then together talk with your daughter about your expectations and about hers. Right now, a lot of the conflict is coming from two very different living styles crashing together. There's work that can be done on both sides to better coexist, but it's important to remember that she is living in your house. It's not a shared space; it's a space that is being lent to her. Making plain what you need to feel respected in your own home sets a healthier dynamic and teaches your granddaughter a valuable skill.
Dear Eric: Recently, I was making a payment on my account to a medical facility by phone. The receptionist accidentally hit the wrong number and charged me hundreds of dollars more than my actual bill. She requested a refund immediately, but it took almost two days to be processed resulting in my account to be overdrawn. I was charged a sizable overdraft fee, which she insisted on paying since it was her fault she made that mistake, So, she deducted it from my bill and paid the difference. I don't think she should have been liable, and I want to pay her back. What do you think? Who's liable?
-- Billing Error
Billing: So, you'd be out of the money, and the bank gets to keep the fee for an overdraft that was quickly corrected? I dunno, the math's not mathing to me. You're certainly free to pay her back if you want, but it doesn't seem like the best decision. It would be more sensible for the facility's billing department to reach out to the bank directly to see about fixing their error.
Dear Eric: I am writing with an additional perspective on the response issued to the recent letter from "Not Looking Good," whose wife's anger would often escalate to the point of violence.
While I completely agree with you that the behavior is abusive and unacceptable, it is highly possible that these newly escalated displays of rage are linked to perimenopause and hormonal fluctuations. It is not to diminish the harm it is doing to the family unit, but it begs a closer look and probably some medical assessment for all of their sakes.
While symptoms vary hugely from person to person, some people experience extreme personality shifts during perimenopause. So, before assuming that the new and unacceptable violence is something to be worked around perhaps this avenue could also be explored.
-- Perimenopausal Advocate
Advocate: Thank you for this perspective. It's true that there could be other factors exacerbating the letter writer's wife's reactions, from perimenopause, to hormonal imbalance, to depression. While it's not my place to medically speculate, I hope the letter writer suggests that his wife have a conversation with her doctor, as well.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Ex's girlfriend is so bad, she broke Christmas. Hax readers give advice.
She and her ex shared holidays amicably as co-parents, until his 'royal pain' of a girlfriend showed up with all her opinions.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis /For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-10-01
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My ex-husband and I have a very amicable relationship since our divorce five years ago. We co-parent effectively and try to help each other out and put our kids first. One of the ways I did this was to invite him to our house for Thanksgiving and Christmas.
For the past two years, he's been dating a woman I can't stand, and I'm engaged, so I plan to end the co-holidays. My ex's girlfriend was a royal pain last Thanksgiving. She complained that our two dogs were allowed in the dining room while we were eating (they were just sleeping on the rug) and about the food (apparently our not having mashed potatoes, and cranberry sauce instead of cranberry jelly, was the end of the world), and she mentioned the pies being from a bakery (her mom would never serve anything but home-baked!) three times. They were late to Christmas brunch because of her. She called my engagement ring "adorable" and said it was nice I was happy with something "so modest" and other stuff I don't want to get into.
So he would have plenty of time to make other arrangements, I told my ex this week that he and his girlfriend would not be getting invites to either Thanksgiving or Christmas. We live close enough that he can see the kids on both holidays at either his house or his mom's.
He is so upset about this that we had our first fight since the divorce. He claims I'm "nitpicking" the awful girlfriend, that she didn't do anything "so bad" and that I'm being petty. I just want to be able to enjoy my holidays that I work so hard to make. My fiance also prefers we stop this tradition since the girlfriend got on his nerves, too. I know my children might be disappointed, but they're almost teenagers now, and this co-holiday thing wasn't going to go on forever. Right?
-- It's Over
It's Over: "No" is a compete sentence. You have politely given him plenty of advance notice. Whatever arguments he wants to have about it need to be shut down with, "I'm sorry you feel that way." Do not take any of the argument bait he throws out. He can feel how he needs to feel about it; you have made your decision.
The important people here are your kids. Calmly and gently explain the change. Kids are endlessly adaptable and may even surprise you. It can't have been fun to sit through the tension with the condescending girlfriend. Maybe they'll be relieved.
-- Kristin
It's Over: I was with you until, "I know my children might be disappointed." The adults in this situation need to prioritize these kids. Part of the situation you created was a tradition of including your kids' father in holidays. Now you're going to abruptly change that -- amid all the larger changes they are enduring without any choice in the matter -- because someone said something unkind about your dogs and pies?
How about a compromise: Their father and the woman, who will be in your children's life whether you like it or not, are invited to some portion of the day during holidays? Then practice selective deafness with the girlfriend.
-- Kids
It's Over: Having the opportunity to be solid, loving co-parents is such a lovely thing! I bet your children love that their parents have been amicable and resilient through thick and thin. Things have changed for everyone as relationships have evolved and new ones have come along, and I'm sure they have thoughts about all that.
Now sounds like a good time to draw the children into planning for holiday get-togethers. Get their input, and workshop some options with them for the next holiday or two. I imagine that with such supportive parents and new parental figures, they have some ideas. Small steps, one holiday at a time, with input from everyone involved -- not just the parents. Be resilient and willing to accept some stumbles here and there.
-- Team Work
It's Over: A full-fledged unconditional invitation survives even when the guest makes it a bit hard. If an otherwise beloved father or brother brings around a rude date, you'd probably put up with it. So, I understand why it could confuse your ex to blame the girlfriend; a different kind of invite could survive her.
But that's not the kind of invite your ex had: His was implicitly conditional on its being easy. Make the implicit conditions explicit ("It needed to be easy"), and then "It's not easy anymore" is enough of an explanation for the change.
Few guests can be easy forever; if it wasn't the girlfriend, it would have been something else.
-- GB
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself, and are edited for length and clarity.
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Food
Cooking chat: What is the best cutting board for prepping meat and vegetables?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

Wood cutting board. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg/For The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-10-01
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Food
Dining chat: After a mistake on our bill, the updated total included unmentioned gratuity 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-10-01
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Food
Don't toss your broccoli and cauliflower scraps. Make this cheesy soup.
Brassica cores and stems don't get the same love as the florets, but this soup flips the script.

Scrappy Broccoli and Cauliflower Soup. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Emily Horton | 2025-10-01
All the cruciferous bouquets are streaming into my kitchen: cauliflower, broccoli, Romanesco cauliflower and Fioretto, the trendy elongated cauliflower-broccoli hybrid. The cool has coaxed forward their creamy, nutty flavors, and I snack while I prep, popping pieces of stem and core into my mouth. I am half full of the scraps by the time dinner is ready.
I especially love these bits. They are sweeter and juicier, I think, than the florets, silky when cooked. True, they don't have the same textural intrigue as their crowns, and their dense, fine-grain quality isn't quite right for every dish. But they are so good to eat that discarding them (as we are mysteriously conditioned to do) strikes me as a disservice to my palate as well as my budget.
Get the recipe: Scrappy Broccoli and Cauliflower Soup
So I save them, and a stash of brassica scraps lives almost perpetually in my fridge. (The freezer also works.) I could tuck them cozily into any number of dishes: a simple bean soup, a pot of kichidi or a pasta sauce with olives and capers. But I think they have more to offer. So with nearly every trimmings stash, I make a soup of stems and cores, a velvety, judiciously cheesy one, where their flavor and dense texture are the whole reason for the thing.
There is a little onion, for sweetness and twang, and a tiny potato -- the barest needed to yield a creamy texture. Bay leaf is a gentle back note, with its sweet, harmonizing musky tone, and I include just enough cheddar cheese to bring complexity and richness without bulldozing the flavor of the vegetables. The soup cooks in water rather than broth, so the flavor of every component is bright and clear.
I make as much soup as I have trimmings, so a pot may give me one bowl, or three. If I do want to make more soup than my stems and cores will provide, I'll supplement with whatever florets I have, or scavenge the vegetable drawer for other brassicas: Kohlrabi brings its water chestnut-like sweetness, rutabaga a gently spicy, buttery effect. I suspect turnips or radishes would contribute their respective pungency, and while I have never tried them, one day they will surely make their case.

Save trimmed cauliflower stems for this soup. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


The method is brief and unfussy: I peel the stems if they're especially tough or fibrous, then slice everything thin so the vegetables cook quickly and the flavors are gentle. (Cooking them for too long or too hard can bring out sulfurous and bitter flavors.) I saute the onion in butter and oil, then add all the trimmings and the potato. I pour in water to barely cover and season with salt until everything tastes like soup.
If I have some stale bread, I'll make croutons while the soup simmers, tearing a hunk into ragged pieces, coating them in melted butter and toasting them until golden and crisp. Or if there are a few leaves -- kohlrabi tops or cauliflower leaves are especially good here, but any will do -- I'll wilt them in oil and water and perch them on top of the soup, in shallow bowls so they don't sink out of sight.
Once the vegetables are barely soft -- not mush, just tender to a fork -- I turn the heat off and let things rest before blending into a creamy puree that may be the color of butter, cream or pistachios, depending on the vegetables that went in. Even a low-watt blender like mine will achieve a velvety texture.
The soup is already lovely, but the cheese gives it heft. I almost always tip in cheddar, although an Alpine style such as Gruyere or Comte is a nice change. Then I stir until it melts in the residual heat. Sometimes I grate in a little nutmeg and white pepper, or just crack coarse black pepper over the top.
Each version is a little different. But each one tastes like a delicious victory.
Get the recipe: Scrappy Broccoli and Cauliflower Soup
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Arts & Entertainment
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Cheer for racing wiener dogs at Oktoberfest, explore fall arts festivals across the region, celebrate the harvest or dance at a music festival.

(Connor McLaren Photography)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Richards, Chris Kelly | 2025-10-02
First things first: The government is shut down. The Smithsonian museums and National Zoo are operating at least through Monday, and the National Gallery of Art has said it is operating through Saturday. Also, bars, theaters, museums and sports teams are offering freebies and discounts to furloughed federal workers. We have a separate (and growing) list of those specials.
Also, you may have heard that Taylor Swift's new album is dropping early Friday morning. We have a list of release parties, drag brunches, karaoke nights and other events.
Other than that, we're fully into festival season, with street parties from Vienna to Takoma Park. You can join Korean harvest celebrations on the National Mall, enjoy hundreds of artists and musicians on the streets of Del Ray, or explore the arts in Tysons. Pickles get their due at a block party in D.C., while kids and adults can check out farm life in Montgomery County. Find a new favorite act at one of several music festivals -- including the opening of Transmission, in the former Rock and Roll Hotel Space -- or stretch out at a yoga festival.
Get Wicked: Phillips after 5 at Phillips Collection
There's still more than a month until the second installment of "Wicked"  hits the big screen (and the forefront of our daily consciousness). The Phillips Collection gets a jump on the fun with this month's after-hours event, which features lots of pink and green. Expect Galinda- and Elphaba-inspired face painting, live music from performers Bryce Brown and DJ XSA, wand-themed art activities and an appearance from Evillene, the evil witch from "The Wiz." Fare includes wine, beer, specialty drinks and apple cider rolls from Bread Furst, plus tasting samples from Spirits and Spice. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $20.
'The Rocky Horror Picture Show' at the Warner Theatre
Over the past 50 years, "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" has gone from a subversive midnight movie to a cultural phenomenon. Seeing a live production in a theater -- a shadow cast mirroring the action on screen, audiences flinging toast and holding up glow sticks, costume-wearing dancers doing "The Time Warp" in the aisles, random people joyfully yelling insults as audience participation -- remains an essential experience, especially in a setting as grand as the Warner Theatre. Barry Bostwick, who portrayed Brad Majors, is one of the cast members on tour for the film's anniversary, and will appear in D.C. alongside the Sonic Transducer shadow cast. The evening also includes a display of "Rocky Horror" memorabilia and costumes, and a costume contest for the audience. Note that tickets include prop bags, and no one will be allowed to bring their own rice, squirt guns or other props. 8 p.m. $53-$186.50.
Peacock Room Shutters Open at the Freer Gallery of Art
One of the most special experiences at any D.C. museum is seeing James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room bathed in natural light, which brings out the gleaming gold and green of the peacock murals, and the soft glow of Charles Lang Freer's collection of colorful Asian ceramics. For preservation reasons, the Freer  opens the room's windows only once per month. With a government shutdown here and the Smithsonian museums on the verge of closing for an unknown period of time, take a chance to enjoy the beauty, and extraordinary backstory, of this unusual space. Noon to 5:30 p.m. Free.
TS12 Album Drop Listening Party at Barrel
Barrel is used to holding midnight listening parties in its basement bar: Last year's celebration of "The Tortured Poets Department" featured a poetry contest; props like a typewriter and life-size Swift cutout to pose with; and a menu of themed cocktails that included the Blue Dog, a spicy mix of blueberry, mint and tequila, and Starbucks Lovers, which mixed coffee with bourbon, brandy and citrus. Expect a similar experience this time at the Capitol Hill watering hole. DJs will start playing a set of Swiftie favorites at 8 p.m., with the new album being played in its entirety at midnight. Tickets include one drink. 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. $12.
Pridetober Fest at Wunder Garten
Oktoberfest meets Pride at Wunder Garten's annual celebration, which features drag performances, a fire and burlesque show, LGBTQ+ vendors and plenty of Bavarian brews. 6 p.m. Free.
Opening weekend at Transmission
The team behind Chinatown's DIY nightclub 618 is opening a new venue in a familiar space: the former Rock & Roll Hotel, the beloved H Street hall that closed just before the pandemic. Transmission is celebrating its opening weekend with a two-day festival called Broadcast Zero, featuring DJs from the DMV and beyond on both floors of the new/old digs. Friday 10 p.m. to 3 a.m.; Saturday 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. $15-20 for one day ticket; $35 for two-day ticket.
The Fearless Eras Band at Problem Child
The Fearless Eras -- a Taylor Swift cover band that has performed at Songbyrd, Renegade and other local bars -- takes over Problem Child, the Navy Yard bar formerly known as Duke's Grocery. Expect performances of tracks from all of Swift's eras. Tickets include a "glittery Jell-O shot" upon arrival. 7:30 p.m. $13.20.
Swiftie Soiree at Makers Union
Local chain Makers Union is hosting all-ages parties at all four of its locations -- Ashburn, National Landing, Reston and the Wharf -- on Friday night. Play music bingo, sing along to a DJ, get glitter freckles or check out the permanent jewelry bar. There's a special menu of $15 cocktails, all made with "glitter shimmer," including the Tiny Bubbles in Champagne, with prosecco, blue curacao and pineapple. Of note: There are alcohol-free drinks, like the Opalite, made with pineapple juice, blue raspberry syrup, Sprite and yet more glitter, so that those under 21 or avoiding alcohol can join in the fun. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
Punks for Palestine at St. Stephen's Church
The sound of the Punks for Palestine shows isn't new, but it remains as vital as ever. The lineups include performances by reunited screamo pioneers Pg. 99, Saetia and Majority Rule (the band that became No Man with the addition of Shami) -- acts that influenced Austin trio Portrayal of Guilt. Also featured are Philadelphia's queer-punk collective Hirs, Richmond's Division of Mind, industrial metal torchbearers Uniform and a host of bands that share musical inspirations and political leanings. Oct. 3 and 4 at 5 p.m.; Oct. 5 at 6 p.m. $30; $75 for three-day pass.
Oktoberfest at the Wharf
Some people's favorite part of Oktoberfest isn't fresh beer or the peppy sound of an oompah band -- it's the sight of a pack of dachshunds careening down a racetrack, their little legs a blur underneath their sausage-shaped bodies. The 13th annual Wiener 500 Dachshund Dash is the highlight of the Wharf's Oktoberfest celebration, with more than 140 pups racing in heats that are broadcast live on big screens. Over the years, it's raised more than $100,000 for animal welfare, including for Rural Dog Rescue. The rest of the day features free polka dance lessons, a stein-holding competition, a beer garden and other fun. 2 to 7 p.m. Free; race registration $33.85 per dog.
Art on the Avenue
Del Ray's open-air arts festival is one of the area's most popular fall gatherings, and it should be extra special this year as the artists' market along Mount Vernon Avenue celebrates its 30th anniversary. Join the crowds perusing more than 300 vendors selling pottery and paintings, candles and pet collars, jewelry and stained glass. The sounds of classic rock, swing bands and bluegrass fill the air from four stages, including one just for up-and-coming talents. Kids can paint pumpkins, decorate bookmarks and participate in hands-on crafting. Pick up pizza or lemonade at the pop-up food court, stop at a street vendor, or duck into one of the restaurants and beer gardens along the 10-block party. Don't forget about the annual pie contest: Bring your own to enter (see the rules on the website) or just drop by to purchase a slice for $5. Proceeds benefit the Alexandria Women's Domestic Abuse Shelter. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Home Rule Music Festival
The annual celebration of Black music, culture and community returns for its fourth year, adapting to the increasing difficulties of putting on a nonprofit event while its namesake cause is more perilous than ever. The second half of the festival -- there was also a concert at the Parks at Walter Reed in June -- is a full seven hours of music in NoMa's Alethia Tanner Park, including jumping Togolese rhythms from Dogo du Togo and the Alagaa Beat Band (see Page 6), classic go-go beats from Junkyard Band, and swirling trumpet from Brandon Woody, who released his first album on the vaunted Blue Note jazz label earlier this year. Between artists, check out a vendor market, food trucks and family activities. 1 to 9 p.m. Free; $108 VIP ticket includes seating, food and drink tickets, and an artist meet-and-greet.
Montgomery County Harvest Festival
Pumpkin painting, scarecrow building and more quintessential fall fun are on the schedule at the annual Harvest Festival at Montgomery County's Agricultural History Farm Park. Take a hayride around the historic farmstead to get the lay of the land, then check out live music from local bluegrass and jazz artists, see farm animals or a live sheepherding demo, and dive into old-timey activities like candle dipping and tinsmithing. Admission is per car, not per person, with additional fees for drinks and snacks from food trucks as well as a few of the activities. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $20 per car. 
Chuseok at National Museum of Asian Art
The Korean harvest celebration of Chuseok is celebrated at the National Museum of Asian Art, bringing families together for a day of entertainment. The plaza outside the museum will be a hub of K-pop, with DJs, performances and dance lessons, while traditional drumming, dance and folk music will be featured in the Meyer Auditorium. Watch demonstrations of ssireum, traditional Korean wrestling; take a curator-led tour of the museum's galleries; or learn about Korean ceramics. Children can decorate fans, go on a scavenger hunt, play games and try on Korean clothing for a photo booth. Vendors will sell Korean food outside of the museum, beginning at noon. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Capital One Center Celebration of the Arts
A massive artistic block party is shutting down streets in Tysons during the Capital One Center Celebration of the Arts, a two-day outdoor festival at the Capital One Center development. The event, presented with Tephra Institute of Contemporary Art, boasts more than 40 vendors, including the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts Artmobile, where visitors can see an exhibit called "Love, Laughter, Tears: An Artist's Guide to Emotions." Arts organizations, including Transformer gallery, MOCA Arlington, Art Enables and Washington Project for the Arts, are setting up an Arts on the Avenue open-air gallery, and artist Arden Bendler Browning is creating an immersive art experience inside Capital One Hall featuring virtual reality and projections. Watch a tournament-style battle between artists as they paint live, and hear food reporter Nycci Nellis host a panel conversation between artists and chefs. Live music, a kids' zone with face painting, food vendors, and a beer and wine garden round out the festival's happenings. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Free; online registration encouraged.
D.C. Pickle Bash at Merry Pin
Do you prefer English cucumbers in sweet brine, or cauliflower soaked with cardamom and turmeric? Do you like your pickled veggies sweet, flaming hot, or with a hint of everything spice? No matter the answers, the D.C. Pickle Bash is a crunchy dream come true. The day, hosted at Merry Pin on upper Georgia Avenue NW, includes a pickle-eating contest, pickle trivia, pickle-themed board games and live music, while kids can enjoy story time ("Stop That Pickle," of course), a pickle and spoon race, crafting, and an eating competition of their own. Vendors sell pickles in a wide variety of flavors made with a variety of vegetables, as well as hot sauce- and pickle-infused vodka drinks. Admission to the fest is free, but VIPs can splurge for tickets that include all-you-can-eat pickle stations and a craft area where they can paint pickle ornaments or hand-letter a pickle jar. After the party ends, there's a DC Dill Disco dance party, with a costume contest, drinks and more crafting. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; after-party 7 to 10 p.m. Free; VIP passes $45 for adults, and $25 for 12 and younger. After-party $25-$55.
Vienna Oktoberfest
The long-running Vienna Oktoberfest closes Church Street and the area around the Town Green for a multi-block party with three stages of entertainment -- expect singing princesses, traditional Oktoberfest tunes and high-energy '80s covers -- and a market with artists, food vendors and local businesses. A large biergarten, which has its own stage, pours beers from local breweries Caboose, Settle Down Easy and Bear Chase. Kids can paint pumpkins, play in bounce houses or listen to family-friendly performers in a kids zone. Free shuttles run from the Vienna Metro Station and the parking lot at James Madison High School. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
ChurchKey Oktoberfest
By the first weekend of October, most beer fans have probably tried their local brewery's sweet, malty Oktoberfest beer. But if you want a taste of what beer lovers are drinking in Germany right now, you can head to ChurchKey's Oktoberfest, which features 10 beers from small, predominantly Franconian breweries. No, they're not all maerzens. In fact, most are not. But trust us, you'll appreciate the chance to drink Nikl-Brau's unfiltered Helles Zwickelbier lager from a traditional gravity keg, without the use of carbon dioxide; or a fresh pilsner from Keesmann in Bamberg. A special German-inspired menu is available. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Karaoke Night of a Showgirl at Quincy Hall
Ballston bar Quincy Hall is hosting a Taylor Swift version of its weekly Saturday night karaoke, with themed cocktails and a Swift-themed song selection. Wear an outfit from your favorite era for the chance to win a Quincy Hall gift card. 11 p.m. Free.
Greater DC Yoga Festival at Capitol Riverfront
The Great Lawn at Capitol Riverfront gets taken over by yoga fans for a full day of flow. Classes (yogalates, power yoga, mobility flow, dance fitness and more) run all day on the main stage, and workshops on yoga-related topics are open throughout the event. A vendor market offers athleisure, yoga-related items and fare, and hikyoga (a hiking/yoga combo exercise) takes to the city's streets at 11:45 a.m. for an additional fee. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. $35.
Taste of Bethesda
The annual Taste of Bethesda returns for a 33rd year along Norfolk Avenue in Bethesda's Woodmont Triangle, with some of the city's most popular restaurants and four stages of live entertainment. Participants include Agora, Guapo's, Medium Rare, and Q by Peter Chang. Food offerings cost between one to four "taste tickets," sold in bundles of four for $5. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Arlington Art Walk
Art galleries and exhibition spaces across Arlington, including the Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington, George Mason's Mason Exhibitions, and the Arlington Artists Alliance Gallery, are teaming up for this afternoon of exploration, which stretches from Clarendon through Ballston. In addition to exhibitions, the self-guided tour includes activations like virtual reality paintings at the ARC 3409 Art Studios, an artists market at MoCA, and live music and painting demonstrations at Northside Social. The evening ends with a screening of "Phantom of the Opera" at Mason Square. 3 to 8 p.m. Free.
'D.I.Y. in the District' at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
People who think D.C. is just politicians,  monuments and museums have long made snide remarks about the District's art and music scenes, but the city has had a vibrant scene of noncommercial spaces for art and music over the decades. A new exhibit in the Great Hall of the D.C. library, "D.I.Y. in the District: Celebrating D.C.'s Artist-Run Spaces," officially opens Saturday. Chief among the celebratory events is a slideshow and conversation about "D.I.Y. Arts Venues in Downtown D.C." with Bill Warrell, the founder of D.C. Space, which was open from 1977 to 1991, and co-owner of the original 9:30 Club; artist Cynthia Connolly, a program manager at D.C. Space; and musician and broadcaster Bob Boilen, the founder of Tiny Desk Concerts. The three panelists will share memories of D.C.'s downtown arts scene, which was molded just blocks from the library. 3 to 4 p.m. Free.
Third Birthday Celebration at Hill East Burger
Happy birthday to the low-key Hill East Burger, a cozy burger joint down the block from Potomac Avenue Metro Station. The sibling to Republic Cantina is celebrating with half-price smoked and stacked burgers ($6-$12) and $3 beers all day. Noon to 11 p.m. Free.
'Old No. 1 at 50' at the Birchmere
In November 1975, Texas singer-songwriter Guy Clark released his debut album "Old No. 1." It contained songs, like "Desperados Waiting for a Train" and "L.A. Freeway," that would be covered by generations of musicians to come, and it became a keystone for the genre that would become known as Americana. But at the time, it didn't even crack the Top 40. Concerts are being held around the country to honor the 50th anniversary of Clark's debut, and in the Washington area, it's headlined by Eric Brace and Thomm Jutz. (Washingtonians may know Brace as the front man for D.C.'s Last Train Home or a writer for this paper.) The Smith Sisters, the Randy Thompson Band, Greg Hardin and Bill Starks are among the many local singer-songwriters on the bill. 7:30 p.m. $39.50.
Takoma Park Street Festival
With 185 vendor booths, performances by 18 bands on three stages, and dozens of food trucks and restaurants, the 44th Takoma Park Street Festival fills the heart of Takoma Park with community spirit. Browse the artists selling their wares; stop to listen to blues, bluegrass and Afrobeat; and pop into a restaurant for lemonade or beer. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Umpukan: A Fil-Am History Month Celebration at Metrobar
Filipino American artists, chefs and makers gather for a family-friendly cultural celebration. Take a lesson in tinikling, a traditional Philippine folk dance; make a mini parol, or ornamental lantern; dance to beats from Les the DJ; try your luck in a cookbook swap; or shop from a dozen local vendors. Note that, while all-ages are welcome, those under 21 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Lucky Girl Market: Indie Sleaze Party at Hook Hall
Popular Baltimore-based vintage sellers Lucky Girl Market expands into D.C. with an inaugural event at Hook Hall. Expect Y2K, vintage clothing, jewelry, home decor, tooth gems, tattoos and more -- plus a full bar and food. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Lori McKenna at the Birchmere
As country music continues to surge in popularity and mutate in mood, the music of Lori McKenna remains a quiet, steadying force. She's one of the most gifted songwriters to grace Music Row over the past couple of decades, long specializing in funneling floods of human emotion into clean poetry that's easy to grasp and impossible not to feel -- songs about being a kid, a woman, a mother, a matriarch and more. As country music keeps getting bigger, McKenna keeps getting deeper. 7:30. $49.
Swiftie Night at the Pug
The Pug is an unlikely place for a Taylor Swift party -- the soundtrack at the divey H Street bar is primarily punk and go-go -- and yet it's been hosting release parties for each new album and "Taylor's Version" rerecording since "Midnights" dropped in October 2022. These very crowded, very fun events turn the crowd into a communal choir, singing at the top of their lungs. (After all, the party is three days after the album release, so some people will already know all the words.) Just don't expect fancy themed cocktails: It's a beer-and-a-shot place at heart, no matter what's playing on the turntable. 9 p.m. Free.
Speaking in Tongues Festival
Black Eyes will release their first album in more than 20 years this month, and a simple record release show would not suffice. Instead, the D.C.-born punk outfit has masterminded the Speaking in Tongues Festival: four nights across the city that celebrate the band's contemporaries and followers along with the projects the band's members have explored in recent years. The fest kicks off with Sensor Ghost, Luke Stewart and Aaron Leitko at Rhizome (Oct. 8); features two shows headlined by Sub Pop punks Pissed Jeans at Comet Ping Pong (Oct. 9 and 10) and a night of electronic music at DC9 (Oct. 10); and culminates with a Black Eyes gig with experimental openers More Eaze and TALSounds at the Black Cat. Through Oct. 11 at various venues. Prices vary.
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Theater
The 7 best plays and musicals to see in the D.C. area right now
A stellar reinvention of "Damn Yankees," a soccer play, a heartfelt Tony winner and more theater we recommend.

Ro Boddie, left, as Martin Luther King Jr. and Stephen Conrad Moore as Bayard Rustin in "The American Five" at Ford's Theatre. (Scott Suchman)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-02
The fall stage season is underway in the Washington area (with Theater Week running through Sunday), and Post critics have been scouting shows. Here are their top picks for what to see right now.
A rhetorical triumph about MLK's famous speech
At Ford's Theatre, first-time playwright Chess Jakobs is making a sensational debut with "The American Five," a smart and captivating origin story of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech. Far from a dry telling of the lead-up to the 1963 March on Washington, the play makes a fresh and compelling case for King's ideals through the elements of great drama -- complex characters, dynamic relationships and bristling, sparkly dialogue. It's an extraordinary work of historical fiction, and the most lively and engaging I've seen of that particular chapter. And it features a commanding yet delicate performance by Ro Boddie, who has become a preeminent onstage interpreter of King in recent years. -- Naveen Kumar
Read our full review of "The American Five." Through Oct. 12 at Ford's Theatre in Washington. Approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes with an intermission. fords.org.
A new spin on a classic musical

Bryonha Marie, left, and Quentin Earl Darrington in "Damn Yankees." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman)


How do you turn a beloved but dusty musical into a home run? The invigorated revamp of 1955's "Damn Yankees" at Arena Stage is a damn-near-perfect example. The star-powered new staging aiming to be the first Broadway revival of the show in 30 years is a winning reinvention of a classic pitched squarely at the present. Nostalgia is still on offer, but of a fresh and more relevant kind: The year is 2000, Derek Jeter is on fire and the rest of the world (by today's standards) is not. (Cue the sigh of relief.) The update is no gimmick: A show about America's pastime that resembles America in the 21st century hits harder and closer to home. Even better, the refrain that sustains the league's losingest team -- "you've gotta have heart" -- is the production's winning play: It's got heart by the mile. -- Naveen Kumar
Read our full review of "Damn Yankees." Through Nov. 9 at Arena Stage in Washington. Around 2 hours and 15 minutes with an intermission. arenastage.org.
A time-traveling play combining many genres

Yetunde Felix-Ukwu, left, and Victoria Omoregie in Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company's "The Great Privation (How to Flip Ten Cents Into a Dollar)." (Cameron Whitman)


There's an inspired expansiveness to this time-traveling new drama. Nia Akilah Robinson's audacious play zings between modes and moods: Intense, sorrowing drama. Casual comedic riffs. Glimmers of horror and ghost story. Certain moments straggle or dawdle, and a pivotal twist feels forced. But in a terrifically acted production, directed by Mina Morita, the play is an intriguing and often funny reflection on the weight of history, the joy and burden of responsibility, and the possibility of finding happiness in the now. -- Celia Wren
Read our full review of "The Great Privation (How to Flip Ten Cents Into a Dollar)." Through Oct. 12 at Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company in Washington. About 90 minutes, no intermission. woollymammoth.net.
An ambitious Tony winner

Robert Sella, left, and Jordi Bertran Ramirez in Round House Theatre's "The Inheritance." (Margot Schulman)


Matthew Lopez's titanic two-part work, which won the 2020 Tony Award for best play, is staged at Round House Theatre with endless heart. You may have heard one thing or another about "The Inheritance," an epic chronicle about love and struggle among gay men a generation after the AIDS crisis. That it echoes "Angels in America" in its scope and subject matter, or that it takes the bones of E.M. Forster's "Howard's End" for its dramatic framework, complete with a beloved country house and a clash of varyingly genteel subcultures and political outlooks. You may also have heard that the playwright's reach occasionally exceeds his grasp. Never mind. At its finest, Lopez's writing sparkles with an easy, well-read intelligence, peppered with pleasingly erudite references. -- Trey Graham
Read our full review of "The Inheritance, Parts 1 and 2." Through Nov. 2 at Round House Theatre in Bethesda, Maryland. About 6 hours 30 minutes, with three intermissions and one stretch break. roundhousetheatre.org.
A comedic Shakespeare modernization

Jacob Ming-Trent in "Merry Wives" at Shakespeare Theatre Company. (Teresa Castracane)


The succinct comic caper is adapted from Shakespeare's "The Merry Wives of Windsor" by Jocelyn Bioh ("Jaja's African Hair Braiding"), who sets it in a modern Harlem neighborhood bustling with West African immigrants. Certain performances and moments strain too hard to be funny. Still, thanks to more-graceful clowning, particularly from Jacob Ming-Trent's hoot of a Falstaff, Bioh's ingenious makeover of a minor classic is mostly delightful. -- Celia Wren
Read our full review of "Merry Wives." Through Oct. 5 at Shakespeare Theatre Company's Harman Hall in Washington. About 1 hour 50 minutes, no intermission. shakespearetheatre.org.
A little-seen jazz musical with a thrilling cast

Wesley J. Barnes, center, and the cast of "Play On!" at Signature Theatre. (Daniel Rader/Signature Theatre)


"Play On!" is a Duke Ellington jukebox musical that doesn't get around much anymore since its two-month Broadway run back in the spring of 1997. Signature Theatre's vibrant and propulsive revival -- directed by Lili-Anne Brown and boasting a sterling cast 15 strong -- will leave you wondering why. It's an appealingly unfaithful take on Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night" set in Harlem's Cotton Club during the 1930s. -- Chris Klimek
Read our full review of "Play On!" Through Oct. 5 at Signature Theatre in Arlington, Virginia. About 2 hours and 30 minutes with one intermission. sigtheatre.org.
A soccer play about gentrification and friendship

From left, Angelo Harrington II, Ty'Ree Hope Davis and Terrence Griffin in Olney Theatre Center's "Red Pitch." (Teresa Castracane)


Soccer is staged with both finesse and ferocity in "Red Pitch," the London-born play enjoying an enthralling U.S. premiere. As deployed by playwright Tyrell Williams, the free-flowing sport is an apt avenue for navigating three Black English teens' anxieties and ambitions. It helps that this intimate production delivers the most convincing sports sequences I've seen onstage. (When I say "intimate," I mean it -- the ball just might come flying your way.) The superb actors Ty'Ree Hope Davis, Angelo Harrington II and Terrence Griffin may not have much of a soccer background, but I'd take them on my Sunday league squad any day. -- Thomas Floyd
Read our full review of "Red Pitch." Through Oct. 19 at Olney Theatre Center in Olney, Maryland. About 90 minutes with no intermission. olneytheatre.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2025/10/02/best-theater-shows-musicals-dc-washington/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movies
'The Smashing Machine' shows a different facet (and face) of the Rock
Dwayne Johnson stars as fighter Mark Kerr in Benny Safdie's mixed martial arts drama.

Dwayne Johnson stars as Mark Kerr in "The Smashing Machine." (Eric Zachanowich/A24)


By Ty Burr | 2025-10-02
"The Smashing Machine" is a strange one: a bio-drama about the emotional sensitivities of a professional fighter. Starring Dwayne Johnson, no less, and brought to us by writer-director Benny Safdie, half of the Safdie brothers team that has made such itchy, electrifying films as "Good Time" (2017) and "Uncut Gems" (2019).
Those movies offered newly raw sides of their stars, Robert Pattinson and Adam Sandler respectively, and, in a less volatile way, "The Smashing Machine" shows a different facet of the Rock. I'm not sure anyone asked for this movie, but I'm not unhappy it's here.
Johnson plays Mark Kerr, the competitive wrestler who became one of the breakout stars of mixed martial arts as that sport evolved in the late 1990s. Yet "The Smashing Machine" avoids fight-movie cliches at every turn, starting with the way it presents Kerr as a gentle behemoth when he's not in the ring. When he is in the ring, he's the bone-crushing brute of the title. (Kerr has already been the subject of a 2002 HBO documentary.)
Instead of structuring the narrative along classic lines of rise-rise-setback-triumph, Safdie skips the rise and plunges us into the winning streak of Kerr's early MMA bouts, culminating in his first ever loss, to Ukrainian fighter Igor Vovchanchyn (Oleksandr Usyk), in 1999. It's that upset that undoes him, leading to depression, opioid addiction and rehab, all of which "The Smashing Machine" gets out of the way fairly quickly.
What's left -- what makes up the bulk of the movie -- is how Kerr fares in the aftermath, as he commits himself to sobriety and tries to keep the violence out of his home and in the ring. His primary antagonist in all this, and a figure the movie can't make up its mind about, is Kerr's girlfriend and eventual wife, Dawn Staples, played by Emily Blunt with more depth, detail and compassion than the script itself provides.
The couple's fights take up the movie's back half to the point of repetitiveness, but they stand the dynamic of, say, "Raging Bull" on its head by making Dawn the needy pot-stirrer provoking Kerr to anger (and the occasional fist through the door) and the fighter a good-hearted lummox desperately trying to be emotionally available. There's no assigning of blame in this; Safdie simply presents it as a relationship gone toxic, contrasted by Kerr's supportive friendship with fellow wrestler/MMA fighter Mark Coleman, who is played with winning amateurishness by real-life fighter Ryan Bader. "The Smashing Machine" is a movie where the muscle-bound headbangers are more in touch with their feelings than anyone else; that's the quiet irony of the title.

Dwayne Johnson and Emily Blunt in "The Smashing Machine." (Eric Zachanowich/A24)


Fans of the sport will recognize Bader, Usyk, Marcus Aurelio, Roberto "Cyborg" Abreu, Satoshi Ishii and Dutch kickboxer Bas Rutten as Mark's coach, all of whom appear in the film. But most audiences will be transfixed by the man playing Kerr, since Johnson has been rendered so unrecognizable through hair (he's been given some), makeup and facial prostheses that it's like watching an entirely different actor. Kerr's vulnerable side is what Safdie is interested in exploring, and Johnson responds with a thoughtful, nuanced and often moving performance -- maybe not quite the stuff of Oscars but a striking achievement, nonetheless.
So intent is the director on avoiding the pitfalls of the genre, though, that he ultimately manages to tap himself out. The bouts are primarily shot by Maceo Bishop from outside the ring, keeping the viewer at a dispassionate distance; Nala Sinephro's eerie, jazz-inflected score serves the same beautifully alienating purpose that Oneohtrix Point Never's synth music did for earlier Safdie brothers movies. More problematically, the gritty aesthetic of 1970s cinema -- light on plot, heavy on atmosphere and character -- has always been a key touchstone for these filmmakers, but in "The Smashing Machine" it leads to dramatic shapelessness and a growing sense of drift.
Still, the movie stands as evidence that Benny Safdie is not just half of a stellar brother act (and a fine actor, as attested to by his Edward Teller in "Oppenheimer") but an intriguing directing talent in his own right. That's good news given that the Safdies have amicably split as a team for the foreseeable future. December will bring Josh Safdie's solo directorial debut, "Marty Supreme," which stars Timothee Chalamet as a visionary 1950s table tennis champion and which also looks certifiably nuts.
We're lucky these guys are making movies, and we're lucky there are two of them.
R. At area theaters. Contains adult language and some drug abuse. 123 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
Can't stop talking about 'One Battle After Another'? Neither can we.
Ten writers on what Paul Thomas Anderson's zany political opus is really about.

Leonardo DiCaprio in "One Battle After Another." (AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-02
This article contains one spoiler after another.
"One Battle After Another" brought in $48.5 million globally last weekend, making this wild, R-rated comedy-action-thriller from "There Will Be Blood" director Paul Thomas Anderson -- inspired by a Thomas Pynchon novel, no less! -- the No. 1 movie in the world. To cinephiles, it's been like the Second Coming.
On social media, film bros (and gals) have declared it the movie of the year -- nay, the decade! Critics have been no less effusive, calling it (in The Washington Post) "an epic marvel of serious entertainment" and (in Rolling Stone) "a stone-cold masterpiece." Steven Spielberg said it's "an insane movie" that he's watched three times.
Is the climactic scene on a desert highway the best on-screen chase of all time? Yes or yes? Will it get 10, 11 or 12 Oscar nominations? Who's most deserving: Anderson, who's never won? A very funny Leonardo DiCaprio as bumbling father Bob, who smokes way too much weed at exactly the wrong time? Sean Penn for a chilling turn as a racist military leader named Col. Stephen J. Lockjaw? Teyana Taylor as Immigrations and Customs Enforcement-hating revolutionary Perfidia Beverly Hills? Or Chase Infiniti, making a thundering big-screen debut as Bob's karate-trained 16-year-old daughter?
Based loosely on Pynchon's 1990 novel "Vineland," the film centers on a team of radical activists known as the French 75. In the film's United States of America, political rhetoric has stalled out, and the only way through is violence. Of course, revolutions fail, and when the action flashes forward 16 years, Perfidia is in the wind, and a paranoid Bob is woken out of a depression when the daughter he raised (Infiniti) goes missing, as his old enemy (Penn) descends to wipe any evidence of their existence off this earth.
It's a rollicking thrill-ride of a thought-provoking caper -- one that Post staffers could not stop talking about this week. Most of us loved it; none of us quite agreed on what it was saying. What did you make of it? Join us for a battle of words (and then maybe another).

Paul Thomas Anderson speaks during a fan event for "One Battle After Another" in Naucalpan de Juarez, Mexico, on Sept. 18. (Eloisa Sanchez/Getty Images)


I can't stop thinking about Perfidia. She naturally possesses power -- through the strength of her ideals and her magnetism -- but continues to seek power through other, messier means: blowing up offices, sexually humiliating Lockjaw, pointlessly firing semiautomatic weapons. Her entire relationship with Lockjaw is one dangerous power play. (He later describes their hotel rendezvous as a reverse rape; that scene is laugh-out-loud funny, though the question of who consented to what in that unshown encounter uncomfortably dangles throughout the movie.)
She's not exactly a villain, though. To me, Perfidia is a young woman who confuses the pursuit of her ideals with the pursuit of power, a miscalculation with terrible results for her and everyone in her orbit. Meanwhile, Sensei (Benicio Del Toro) offers a different vision of revolution: running an underground network of undocumented immigrants and coming to the aid of Bob. (Many of the characters have two names in the film. We're using their names in the present-day scenes.) Whereas Perfidia tries to regain control by working alone -- abandoning her daughter and partner and going rogue during a bank robbery -- Sensei operates in a community. He's surrounded by mothers, fathers, punk teens and kids, and his power comes from the trust they put in him rather than self-aggrandizing acts of violence. -- Jenny Rogers
The world feels like a difficult place to Bob Ferguson. An ex-revolutionary from the French 75, a group that insisted on "free bodies, free borders," he's morphed into a crotchety father. His comfort zone is watching "The Battle of Algiers" and talking about Steely Dan. But what it means to be radical today has changed. Bob is befuddled by his daughter Willa's nonbinary friends (so much for "free bodies") and the current-day radicals who reference safe spaces and perform land acknowledgments. Thankfully, "One Battle After Another" portrays Bob's struggle to remain curious, caring and on the right side of history with a tender, deft touch. Bob's relationship with Willa is what makes it work. His unconditional love for Willa forces Bob to get out of that comfort zone -- and maybe even understand her better. -- Ethan Beck

Teyana Taylor as Perfidia Beverly Hills. (AP)


"One Battle After Another" shifts the paranoid nightmare of Nixon-era political extremism -- the kidnappings and bombings and high-level government conspiracies -- to our current powder-keg moment in a way that helps us process it: Yes, it could get that bad again, and this is what it would look like. In its most outrageous plot point, a kinky affair between opposite-camp radicals, Anderson brings the horseshoe theory of politics to life: Of course the wackiest right-winger (Penn) and the looniest leftist (Taylor) fall into bed with each other; who else could match their violent intensity? Anderson also offers us hope, though, in the calm at the center: the sweet relationship between the chilled-out dad who has lost his political fervor and the teenage daughter who is finding her own capable way. -- Amy Argetsinger
This is the most "as the father of a daughter" movie of all time. Bob loves Willa more than anything in his world. She is his only connection to his previously revolutionary life and to the woman he loved and fought alongside. When Lockjaw's blitzkrieg takes that away from him, Bob leaps -- or rather, stumbles out of a pot-induced haze -- into action.
Others have smartly noted that Bob doesn't actually do anything to successfully rescue Willa from Lockjaw's grasp. He tears across town, scrambles across roofs, falls 40 feet to the ground, sneaks out of a hospital, leaps out of a moving car, careens through the desert, takes a truly terrible rifle shot. He's a girl dad racing to rescue his girl. But it's all for naught. It's Willa who saves herself. Willa who successfully hides from a bounty hunter. Willa who ambushes Tim Smith (John Hoogenakker) after one of the best car chases put to film this decade. Willa who pulls the trigger.
But Willa didn't come into these survival instincts on her own. She was born with them, a product of her revolutionary mother and her strong-willed (biological) father. And she was raised with them, through a lifetime of over-the-shoulder looks and off-the-grid living with her dad. The eternal question of nature vs. nurture persists. But nurture wins out, as Willa ends the film headed to a protest, carrying on the tradition of her revolutionary parents. -- Brandon Carter
Perfidia's whole storyline turned on a dime for me once Lockjaw was revealed to be Willa's biological father. Assuming that fact is known to Perfidia, her abandonment of Willa and Bob seems much more understandable: Raising the child of the monster you slept with to protect yourself and further your cause (and telling no one!) seems like, to put it mildly, a tricky assignment emotionally. It's no wonder she defiantly tells a bewildered Bob, with the baby in his arms, that she's choosing her activism over her family; her commitment to the cause is far less compromised. Every other strand of the plot flows from this decision of Perfidia's. -- Ashley Fetters Maloy

Benicio Del Toro as Sensei. (AP)


One of the most discomfiting aspects of "One Battle After Another" is the focus on race play, a form of sexual kink that leans into re-creating racist tropes -- but the movie is doing something clever. Perfidia upends assumptions about power in the bedroom, maintaining autonomy in her interactions with two White male characters, Bob and Lockjaw.
In an early scene with Lockjaw, she humiliates Penn's feebleminded white-supremacist character, barking orders at him to march while his arms are zip-tied together. In another, she seductively rubs her belly while eyeing DiCaprio's Bob as he tries explaining the particulars of their next crusade. In a way, Perfidia's body becomes a tool for liberation, but only when she sees fit. She uses these men for her benefit, for pleasure, as well as a means of escaping the carceral system.
I kept thinking about the parallels between Perfidia and Sula, the title character of Toni Morrison's 1973 novel. Sula is a "dangerous" woman, not only for the sin of marching to the beat of her own drum but also because she is suspected of sleeping with White men, an act that's seen as taboo in her all-Black community. Both Perfidia and Sula are relegated to the margins because they rebel against what is expected of them. Sula does not conform to the limiting expectations of Black women in the early 20th century, and the same applies to Perfidia, who flouts notions of motherhood and femininity in the pursuit of personal freedom. "I don't want to make somebody else. I want to make myself," Sula says in the novel. Perfidia might easily have said the same. -- Michael Blackmon
One of the last characters we hear from is Perfidia. Reading from a letter she wrote in exile to her daughter Willa, she asks, "Will you try to change the world like I did?" before adding, "We failed, but maybe you will not."
Perfidia risked, and ultimately lost, her community, relationship and child for a cause she felt was worthy of such a sacrifice, yes, but also for often frustrating, selfish and confusing motivations. By the time her daughter is reading that letter, it's been at least 16 years since she has seen her. She isn't even well-regarded by her former comrades on account of her snitching to Lockjaw. Perfidia gets nothing close to a happy ending; still, she asks her daughter if she will try, too.
When she says "we failed," it isn't a warning or a surrender. Instead, it is a baton she is passing to Willa. That's how hope works, and it's not the only way Anderson shows it to us. He shows us a cool Sensei who's got a "Latino Harriet Tubman situation"; a jaded yet committed comrade who still believes enough to whisk her old friends' kid to safety; and in the very last scene, a revolutionary's daughter following in her mother's sacrificial footsteps despite everything we've seen in the past three hours. And if that doesn't give away the movie's bent toward optimism, Tom Petty singing about an American girl raised on promises as Willa runs into action will certainly do the trick. -- Haben Kelati

Chase Infiniti as Willa. (AP)


I felt a huge sense of relief Tuesday when Francis Ford Coppola posted that he had gone out of his way to see OBAA in Rome (hindered by hearing loss and Italian subtitles) and had come to the conclusion that he needed to see it again to form a coherent opinion. The hype for this movie has been relentless, and I came out of the theater confused and shrugging, as did the friend I brought who's not an Anderson fan and had zero expectations going in. Anderson, DiCaprio and other cast members actually came out and did an intro at our screening. "There's a sequence in here, maybe take your Dramamine, be careful," Anderson said, prepping us for the chase scene. That was well worth the wait.
To me, the movie doesn't work as big, sweeping political commentary; the message doesn't seem much deeper than racism being bad and urgent action being needed. (For something more incisive, check out "It Was Just an Accident," "The Secret Agent" and "No Other Choice," all coming out this year, plus Ari Aster's "Eddington," which feels more eerily prescient than it did earlier in the second Trump administration.) But as I've sat with it, OBAA makes so much more sense if you just think of it as an apology from a weed dad to his biracial daughter for destroying the world. (Don't forget, Anderson's partner is Maya Rudolph, and they have four kids together.)
DiCaprio is the protagonist, but he's incredibly useless, which is the point. He can't remember the password to get him to the rendezvous point. He can't even rescue himself (that falls to Sensei -- give Del Toro an Oscar!), let alone his daughter. Instead, that task falls to Black women, who've created a network to protect her, and to Willa, who must rely on the revolutionary fire that's been passed down to her through her blood, from the mother who abandoned her and her mother's mother, and rescue her damn self. In a way, this movie is about how Black women must clean up the messes of White men, just as they've been doing for centuries, but I stand by thinking that if that's the case, those Black women should have way more screen time than they do. Still, I'll give it another watch or three. -- Jada Yuan
Love is more powerful than hate. As openhearted and simple as that sounds, it's Anderson's thesis. Take the supporting performances of Penn and Del Toro (both career bests). While Penn's straightforward fascist Lockjaw fights to rid the country of non-White people and "dangerous lunatics" of all kinds, Del Toro's Sensei protects the most vulnerable among us and saves lives. The result of Lockjaw's reign of terror? Sitting alone in a sterile conference room. Meanwhile Sensei manifests the community necessary to push beyond the present. His Zen resistance in the face of the overwhelming power of the state is something to learn from and be inspired by. -- Lucas Trevor

From left: Benicio Del Toro, Chase Infiniti, Leonardo DiCaprio, Teyana Taylor and Sean Penn arrive at the film's premiere Sept. 16 in London. (Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)


In all the praise for "One Battle After Another," you will hear that it is timely, and it is. The movie centers on migrants, an elite club of White Christian racists and the military powers enforcing their agenda. Going in, I steeled myself for heavy themes, forgetting that the movie shares its DNA with Pynchon, which means it is delightfully absurdist. It's not a dour history lesson. It's funny! And fun!
Del Toro's Sensei character embodies the happy rebel. Whether he's directing traffic for immigrant communities or giving a pep talk to DiCaprio's flawed hero, Sensei channels sublime nonchalance. When he busts Bob out of the hospital, beer cans in his lap, they might as well be heading to a kegger. When Bob starts to spiral, Sensei tells him, "Don't go dark on me." When Sensei is stopped by the cops, he puts his hands in the air -- and shimmies his hips. Bob, who's pickled himself with alcohol and pot during a decade of hiding, is invigorated to be back in the fight. These choices -- especially Del Toro's -- carry an air of inevitability. They've accepted their lot in life. For every oppressor, there's a resister. Don't let them steal your joy. -- Gabe Hiatt
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Movies
Daniel Day-Lewis returns in 'Anemone.' It doesn't deserve him.
Great acting isn't enough to recommend this slow and underwhelming film, directed by the star's son.

Daniel Day-Lewis, left, as Ray and Sean Bean as Jem in director Ronan Day-Lewis's "Anemone." (Focus Features)


By Ty Burr | 2025-10-02
Because we should always support our grown children in everything they do, it is good that Daniel Day-Lewis has come out of early retirement to act, co-write and be directed in a movie by his son, Ronan Day-Lewis. And because the world's moviegoers have sorely missed the father in the eight years since "Phantom Thread" -- Day-Lewis pere's previous film and, as he said in 2017, his last -- it is good that the son has coaxed him back to the screen. As a family reunion, "Anemone" is admirable.
As a movie, it's deadly.
Paced at a lugubrious crawl, "Anemone" is the story of Ray Stoker (Daniel Day-Lewis), formerly a Unionist soldier for the British army during the Troubles and now a grizzled recluse living deep in the woods somewhere in the north of England. His brother Jem (a doughty Sean Bean) arrives for a visit in the movie's opening scenes, pushing his way through thickets of forest and guided only by a set of coordinates Ray left behind in case of emergency.
It's an emergency. Ray's son Brian (Samuel Bottomley), having gone AWOL from the army and beaten another man nearly to death, is sitting disconsolate in his bedroom, raging sadly about the father he has never met, and his mother Nessa (Samantha Morton) -- once Ray's lover, now Jem's wife -- wants Ray to come home to have a chat with the boy. Jem, religious and obdurate, has been charged with bringing the old devil back to the hearth, but Ray's not going that easily.
It's a simple story with plenty of meat on its bones, so why is "Anemone" such a chore to watch? Plainly put, the movie is done in by portentous, heavy-handed direction, an insistence on greater meaning that, because it isn't backed up by anything, squeezes the life out of the film. Great yawning silences fill the spaces between the actors' lines, the score by Bobby Krlic is a thick blanket of industrial-strength shoegaze rock, and surreal touches like a giant salmon and some kind of phosphorescent deer only serve to confuse the issue. At a full two hours, the ponderousness becomes unbearable.

Actor Daniel Day-Lewis and his son, director Ronan Day-Lewis, on the set of "Anemone." (Maria Lax/Focus Features)


How's Day-Lewis Sr.? Excellent, and it's nice to have him back. His hair close-cropped and silvery, a vicious gleam in his eye, the star plays Ray as a hard case whose armor hides a thrice-betrayed man, twice in childhood and once by the British army, and who has given up on a society that has never given him a chance. Over the week or so that Jem stays with Ray in the woods, swimming in rivers and running along the beach while coaxing him to reemerge, Ray gives voice to his traumas in two riveting monologues (one of them merrily disgusting) plus a few choice asides about the brothers' abusive Da ("We learned our violence from the No. 1 regional champion -- and he had competition"). As well performed as those scenes are, they're glib in terms of the character's healing.
One of the strongest aspects of "Anemone" -- the title refers to a flower that may or may not carry symbolic weight -- is the cinematography by Ben Fordesman, which takes us into and above the forest's lush, abstract chaos in ways that suggest the lead character's seething brain. Even then, the film's overreliance on drone shots becomes an empty gesture, promising emotional resonance but delivering only prettiness.
A climactic weather event does raise the movie's pulse for a brief spell and signals Ray's emotional breakthrough. In the end, though, it's the dirgelike tempo that drives "Anemone" around the bend into the land of the unintentionally comic.
There's an unofficial genre known as "slow cinema" that asks viewers to shift their moviegoing metabolism all the way down, the better to explore and appreciate the nuances of performance, filmmaking and life itself. This is not that. This is a young filmmaker who so wants to make every shot freighted with import that he ends up robbing his film of importance.
Be grateful that a great actor has come back in the name of the son. Otherwise, "Anemone" is a home movie that should have stayed home.
R. At area theaters. Contains adult language throughout. 121 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Arts & Entertainment
White House fires much of the National Council on the Humanities
The White House appeared to fire all but four members of the National Council on the Humanities, an advisory board to the head of the government's grantmaking agency.

The National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities share a headquarters in D.C. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Janay Kingsberry, Kelsey Ables, Travis Andrews | 2025-10-01
The White House on Wednesday abruptly fired a large share of the council members advising the National Endowment for the Humanities, retaining only four appointees of President Donald Trump, according to terminated members reached by The Washington Post and an updated list on the agency's website.
"On behalf of President Donald J. Trump, I am writing to inform you that your position as a member of the National Council on the Humanities is terminated, effective immediately," read an email sent to council members Wednesday morning, according to a copy reviewed by The Post. "Thank you for your service."
The letter was signed by Mary Sprowls of the White House Presidential Personnel Office.
A White House spokesperson told The Post in an email that the president is "hoping to place members on the board who align more closely with his vision."
The National Council on the Humanities, a board of 26 scholars and humanities leaders appointed by the president to six-year terms, advises the chair of the NEH on grantmaking, policy and funding decisions. Members are not salaried but receive some compensation for travel and time spent in meetings.
Before the government shutdown began Wednesday, the members were scheduled to attend a special meeting next week to submit nominations for the National Humanities Medal, consider three "sole source" grant applications and review statue proposals for Trump's National Garden of American Heroes, according to a copy of the meeting notice reviewed by The Post.
By law, the council's meetings require a quorum of 14, and new members must be confirmed by the Senate.
By late Wednesday morning, the council's website had been updated to show only four members: Russell A. Berman, Keegan F. Callanan, William English and Matthew Rose.
Some of the members whose names were removed from the website had been appointed by Trump.
Claire McCaffery Griffin, a retired teacher brought on by Trump during his first administration, said she was surprised by how terse the email was. While noting she doesn't know what went on behind the scenes, she said she's disappointed that the White House did not appear to "take a more nuanced approach in making decisions," adding, "I think I've been a pretty prudent steward of taxpayer dollars."
Griffin said she was "really looking forward to playing a role and bringing some of the president's vision" to life, pointing as an example to the National Garden of American Heroes, "something that I wholeheartedly supported." She called the four still-listed council members "thoughtful and outstanding scholars" with whom she usually agreed.
Among other Trump appointees who were apparently fired, Marjorie Fisher  could not immediately be reached for comment, and Kathe Hicks Albrecht declined to comment.
One member who was fired noted that the board now consists only of White men. "I'm not totally shocked," said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel matter. "But at a time where we're about to celebrate the country's 250th birthday ... we now have a council that does not reflect all Americans."
The statute establishing the council says the president "shall give due regard to equitable representation of women, minorities, and individuals with disabilities" when selecting members.
The NEH did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Karen A. Stout, head of the community college group Achieving the Dream and a member of the council since 2022, learned of the news while speaking to a Post reporter. She said that as of early Wednesday afternoon, she had not yet received a notice of her apparent firing.
"This is just, frankly, very disappointing," she said. "All of us, no matter who appointed us, were proud to serve on the council and were doing our best under both administrations to honor the work of the council and the direction of the administrations," she said. "I never looked at my colleagues on the council as Trump or Obama or Biden appointees."
Stout, the former president of Montgomery County Community College in Pennsylvania, said she's seen the direct benefits of the council's work in the college's community and is concerned about what this move means for investments in the humanities moving forward.
"The council benefits from multiple perspectives," she said, describing respectful conversations that reflected a diversity of opinions. She said the council had met twice since Trump returned to office.
"I just fear that there will not be that kind of discourse anymore. There will be one perspective," she said.
The NEH was founded in 1965, alongside the National Endowment for the Arts, to support humanities initiatives across the country. While its budget is tiny relative to other federal agencies, state and jurisdictional humanities councils describe the funding it provides as crucial.
Trump has proposed eliminating the two endowment agencies, though Congress has so far declined to do so. In April, the NEH cut staff along with at least 1,200 grants, stripping millions of dollars of previously approved funding from state humanities councils, museums, historic sites, archives and cultural groups.
Federal courts have so far pushed back on key elements of the administration's attempts to overhaul the agencies. Judges in July and August issued injunctions as lawsuits against the NEH's mass cancellation of previously approved grants proceed. A court in September ruled that the NEA's policy on evaluating grants for "gender ideology" violated the First Amendment.
In April, NEH acting chair Michael McDonald told members of the National Council that some NEH and NEA funds would be directed to the president's proposed National Garden of American Heroes, as well as next year's celebrations for the 250th anniversary of the country's founding.
The agency has since made fewer grants, in some cases large awards to projects aligned with the semiquincentennial or the administration's cultural agenda. Last month it awarded $10.4 million, its largest grant ever, to Tikvah, a think tank and education center that describes its mission as advancing "Jewish excellence and Western civilization through education & ideas."
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Music
Addison Rae stepped into reality and became the perfect pop star
In concert, the former TikTok sensation wants to show us what dreams are made of. 

Addison Rae performs at the Anthem in Washington on Tuesday. (Yasmine Diba)


By Chris Richards | 2025-10-01
It was Tuesday night in America, and Addison Rae was singing "Diet Pepsi," an ode to kissing some boy between soda sips in the back seat of his car, and before you could decide whether she had been conjuring Madonna, Enya, Lana Del Rey or a forgotten plot point from "Twin Peaks," every molecule in the room suddenly moved in the wrong direction. "Diet Pepsi" ends with a key change, but not the kind we would expect. Instead of billowing up toward ecstasy, the melody modulates downward, and in concert, that abrupt shift in pressure felt violently metaphysical, as if Rae's sucralose fantasies were being pushed down from heaven into consensus reality.
What a move. Most new pop stars want only to go up, up, up -- first, into the imaginative reverie of their own music, and then, if enough fans buy into their dream, much higher, to the starry, giddy, money-money future they've envisioned for themselves. Rae is coming at us from the opposite direction. She's fallen into popland from the misshapen clouds of TikTok, a nonstop digital no-place where this particular 24-year-old from Louisiana has spent the past six years amassing her 88 million followers, hoping that a sustained parasocial fascination with her viral dance videos might eventually ferry her to the most elite zones of American celebrity. Having finally shimmied her way out of our little screens, here she is, onstage at the Anthem in Washington, pixels made real, singing the most exquisite pop songs of 2025.
"Addison" is her debut album, and while perfection doesn't exist in the real world, it's hard to imagine how this thing could be any better. Co-written with Swedish song clinicians Elvira Anderfjard and Luka Kloser, Rae's songs play superb switch-up games with sweetness and tartness, lucidity and bliss, nostalgia and futurism, diligence and nonchalance. When Rae sings about fame -- wanting it, getting it -- her desires feel disarmingly genuine, like when she renegotiates the dispiriting premise of "Money is Everything" by screaming, "The girl I used to be is still the girl inside of me!" Money won't change her. She always wanted it. Besides, there are easier, more anonymous ways to make bank in this world. Doing it through pop songs is a mysterious labor, one that requires forming some kind of psychospiritual bond with an audience you don't know. Poised and pure, her fame drive registers as nothing less than a heightened desire to belong to the human race.
That said, her music is so easy to enjoy, and if you need to respect it, go right ahead. Rae is an industrious student of old-school pop grandeur, from Prince to Lady Gaga, and Tuesday's concert felt like proof that she had studied Britney Spears's VMA performances as if they were the Zapruder film. Writhing through her choreography, her body seemed more attuned to melody than rhythm, and as she continuously twirled her arms overhead, it was as if she were trying to escape a baggy sweater in the sexiest way possible. The opening verse of "High Fashion," a song with a bass line that throbs like ambition, seemed to contain the question of the night, if not the social media age: "Have you ever dreamt of being seen?"

Rae onstage at the Anthem. (Yasmine Diba)


At the same time, the sturdiness of Rae's music seemed to be asking that we sharpen our seeing while loosening our dreaming. Visually, her stage production was relatively austere -- a small group of dancers, some artful lighting, no video screens. Please use your real eyeballs to see a real pop star. As for the dreaming, between songs Rae explained her current state-of-self by chirping in the voice of a double-frappuccinoed kindergarten teacher: "Every day feels like a dream!" Maybe this was just a blurt of happy stage prattle, but it felt strangely staggering. Inside a girl's head, there was a dream. She grew up, worked hard to make it real, and now it's here. It feels exactly how she imagined it would. Every day.
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Theater
Go see this sensational new play about MLK's 'I Have a Dream' speech
"The American Five" is a smart and captivating take on Martin Luther King, while "Julius X" is a less successful spin on the civil rights era.

Boddie, left, as Martin Luther King Jr. and Moore as Bayard Rustin in "The American Five." (Scott Suchman)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-10-02

From left: Stephen Conrad Moore, Renea S. Brown, Aaron Bliden, Ro Boddie and Yao Dogbe in "The American Five" at Ford's Theatre. (Scott Suchman)


Doing justice onstage to the legacies of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X is a high bar; higher still are the present stakes for making the most of the opportunity.
At Ford's Theatre, first-time playwright Chess Jakobs is making a sensational debut with "The American Five," a smart and captivating origin story of King's "I Have a Dream" speech. Far from a dry telling of the lead-up to the 1963 March on Washington, the play makes a fresh and compelling case for King's ideals through the elements of great drama -- complex characters, dynamic relationships and bristling, sparkly dialogue. It's an extraordinary work of historical fiction, and the most lively and engaging I've seen of that particular chapter.
Meanwhile, Malcolm X is getting an ambitious and high-concept treatment at Folger Theatre, where playwright Al Letson bills "Julius X" as "a re-envisioning" of Shakespeare's "Julius Caesar," with Malcolm X as the murdered emperor. The play features an innovative blend of hip-hop rhythms and the Bard's verse, but the strained parallels it draws between Harlem and ancient Rome confuse rather than reveal much about Malcolm X, shoehorning his likeness into another leader's tragedy.
Illuminating the intentions and imperfections that led to one of King's crowning moments is the great achievement of "The American Five." That's especially evident in the commanding yet delicate performance by Ro Boddie, who has become a preeminent onstage interpreter of MLK in recent years. His King is charismatic and assured, but also fallible, insecure and petty. "I need to feel human," he tells Bayard Rustin (an excellent Stephen Conrad Moore) after being caught in infidelities.
In their argument, Rustin defends his relations with men ("You don't get to judge me! I'm just trying to find love") while insisting that King still needs to behave perfectly ("You're the de facto president of colored America!"). It's an example of what the play does so well, which is to render both the activists and their cause through personal tensions. Jakobs doesn't just assume audiences will root for King and Co. because of what they're fighting for, a common pitfall of socially conscious drama. He makes them messy, believable and worthy of sympathy independent of the movement.
The most fiery confrontation, and what may be the scene of the year on D.C. stages, comes between King and his wife, Coretta, whom Jakobs draws in equally fine and grounded detail as he does her husband. Played with warm adoration and a will of steel by Renea S. Brown, Coretta is a partner who goes toe-to-toe, at least when the couple is at home. "There is no you out there without a me in here," she says, in a riveting quarrel that goes for several rounds.
The action moves at a clip under Aaron Posner's direction, with the set (by Andrew S. Cohen) and projections (by Mona Kasra) that nimbly traverse the years and locales between Coretta and Martin's college sweetheart days and the wee hours before the march. Rounding out the five are Clarence B. Jones (Yao Dogbe), Martin's personal counsel and speechwriter, and Stanley Levison (Aaron Bliden), the Jewish attorney and activist who helped shape the speech. Both actors are terrific, especially as the lawyers butt heads over broadening the scope of King's address beyond the Black struggle.

Boddie as King. (Scott Suchman)


"The American Five" is a rhetorical triumph, giving voice to a renowned orator and his confidants in a way that deepens our understanding. In transposing Malcolm X into Shakespeare's tragedy, though, "Julius X" takes bold creative license at the expense of making much sense.
"This is not the story you know," the audience is told at the outset of the genre-fluid play, which bends the motives behind Malcolm X's assassination and the ensuing aftermath in a way that's likely to befuddle no matter how much people know. The similarities may appear promising on their face; like Caesar, Malcolm X was a controversial leader brought down by former presumed allies. After his break with the Nation of Islam in 1964, three Nation members were convicted of killing him at a speech the following year. (Two of the men's convictions were dismissed in 2021, and conspiracies surrounding his death remain.)

The cast of "Julius X" at Folger Theatre. (Erika Nizborski)


But Letson's play can't reconcile glaring incongruences: Ancient Rome and 1960s Harlem are diametrically opposed contexts. (The staging from director Nicole Brewer leans toward the latter.) The ambitious head of a colonial empire is a fundamentally different power position than a racial-justice warrior rallying grassroots support. The script's faithfulness to "Julius Caesar" muddles its treatment of civil-rights-era tensions and discourse; by the time Julius X's assailants are wrestling for dominance -- with Brutus exclaiming "Oh Harlem" and "Harlem must be whole" -- the historical plot has officially been lost.
Julius X (an underutilized Brandon Carter) dies too early to make a strong impact as a surrogate for Malcolm X, and a coda connecting the story's garbled politics to the Black Lives Matter movement is an overreach.
Still, for the legacies of MLK and Malcolm X to share the spotlight on the nation's front steps remains a striking and timely convergence. Just step outside the theater and look around.
The American Five, through Oct. 12 at Ford's Theatre. Approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes with an intermission. fords.org.
Julius X: A Re-envisioning of the Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, through Oct. 26 at Folger Theatre. Approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes with an intermission. folger.edu.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2025/10/01/american-five-fords-julius-x-folger-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-01
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Smithsonian announced that it will keep all museums and facilities open to the public through at least Monday.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29, 2026. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view for free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," Saturday through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Sunday. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "With Passion and Purpose," through Sunday. More than 60 paintings, sculptures, drawings and prints celebrate Black creativity in America.
"In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/museum-art-exhibit-listings-dc/
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Washington Commanders
Commanders quarterly report: Special teams up; defense down; offense TBD
It has been an erratic but excusable start to the season for Washington, which has been decimated by injuries.

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Tashan Reed | 2025-10-02

Jayden Daniels and head Coach Dan Quinn during the Giants game. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


The first quarter of the season has been a bumpy ride for the Washington Commanders. The roster has been decimated by injuries, the defense doesn't look any better than last year and questions are swirling about whether this team is a legitimate contender in the NFC.
That final piece was always going to be the bar for these Commanders after their surprising 12-5 regular season and run to the NFC championship game last year. While the early weeks have been bumpy, it's too soon to hit the panic button.
The Commanders (2-2) haven't looked like a great team yet, but there's still plenty of time for them to get there. Particularly with quarterback Jayden Daniels about to return from a knee injury that cost him the past two games.
Although the assessment of Washington's performance thus far might skew toward the negative, given the massive expectations, it hasn't been all bad.
"You're starting to get your identity set," Coach Dan Quinn said this week. "We just try not to look down the road. It's about improvement and getting better. And when you can stay in that pocket, you don't have to look too far down the line. There's plenty to work on right in front of you."
Here's four thoughts on the Commanders after four games:

Falcons running back Tyler Allgeier scores a touchdown past Commanders safeties Quan Martin (20) and Jeremy Reaves on Sunday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Washington's defense has allowed eight explosive plays per game, according to TruMedia, tied for 27th out of 32 NFL teams. An explosive play is defined as a pass that gains 16 or more yards or a run that gains 12 or more yards.
The most glaring issue has been the secondary's propensity to allow long completions. The Commanders have given up 24 explosive pass plays (31st). They've given up 13 completions of 20 or more yards.
Defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. is an aggressive play-caller. The Commanders use man coverage on 28.7 percent of their snaps (ninth) and blitz on 29.8 percent of their snaps (13th). That play style is inherently riskier, but this still feels like more of a personnel issue than a scheme issue.
Cornerback Marshon Lattimore has been an easy target for fans, considering he has not performed to his career standard since the Commanders traded for him during last season. But he's actually not close to being the biggest problem on the back end. Safety Quan Martin has allowed 16.3 yards per target (fifth-worst in the NFL), linebacker Bobby Wagner has allowed 12.9 yards per target (11th) and nickelback Mike Sainristil has allowed 10.9 yards per target (24th), according to Pro-Football Reference.
Lattimore hasn't played well, but he's giving up only 8.5 yards per target (68th). Cornerback Trey Amos (7.1 yards per target) and linebacker Frankie Luvu (5.6 yards per target), meanwhile, have held their own in coverage.
It has been a collective issue for the secondary. Communication, technique and execution have faltered at times.
The Commanders have also been susceptible to explosive plays on the ground. They have given up eight explosive runs, and tackling has been a major issue. They have missed 31 tackles, according to Pro-Football Reference.
With the consistent breakdowns in coverage and whiffed tackles, it's no surprise the Commanders' defense has been below average. They're allowing 22.8 points per game (18th) and 5.7 yards per play (23rd).
"A lot of confidence," Quinn said when asked about his faith in the unit. "In two games, the energy and intensity has been what I'd hoped it would be -- and the pass rush. And in two others, not so much. That gives me a good sense of what I know it can look like. Had we not seen that, I might feel differently."

Kicker Matt Gay is coming around, and punter Tress Way has performed well all season. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


Kicker Matt Gay is still finding his way, but the rest of the Commanders' special teams unit is thriving. The group ranks in the top 10 in yards gained per kickoff return, yards allowed per kickoff return, yards gained per punt return, yards allowed per punt return and net yards per punt.
The Commanders' special teams have more than lived up to "The Flagship" nickname Quinn gave them. And even Gay, who struggled in the first three weeks, went 4 for 4 on field goals against the Atlanta Falcons last week.

Deebo Samuel Sr. has been a reliable playmaker. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


Starting right guard Sam Cosmi missed the first four games as he continued to rehab from the torn ACL he suffered in January. Starting running back Austin Ekeler was lost to a season-ending torn Achilles in Week 2. That same week, starting wide receiver Noah Brown suffered groin and knee injuries, starting tight end John Bates suffered a groin injury and quarterback Jayden Daniels suffered a knee sprain; all three players missed the next two games. In Week 3, starting receiver Terry McLaurin suffered a quad injury and didn't play last week.
Despite having six offensive starters miss games, the Commanders have averaged 26.8 points per game (eighth) and 5.8 yards per play (seventh). That's encouraging.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury deserves a lot of credit, and so do the players who have filled those voids. The offensive line has settled in after a challenging first couple of games, backup quarterback Marcus Mariota has been solid, Deebo Samuel Sr. has been productive both as a wide receiver and returner, and the running back-by-committee approach is paying dividends.
The offense needs to improve its third down performance and overall pass blocking, but the group has overachieved, given the circumstances. Washington has to be optimistic about how this group will perform -- specifically with Daniels set to return.

Deatrich Wise Jr. suffered a season-ending injury in Week 2 at Green Bay. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


Washington really can't afford to have many more notable injuries. We've already listed several, and beyond those, the team has four defensive players on injured reserve: Defensive end Deatrich Wise Jr. (torn quad), cornerback Jonathan Jones (hamstring), safety Will Harris (broken fibula) and defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste (torn pectoral).
The Commanders have the oldest roster in the NFL, so the injuries aren't necessarily a surprise. But they don't have the depth to incur much more damage to the roster.
Washington did get some positive injury news Wednesday when Daniels was cleared by the medical staff to be a full practice participant for the first time since suffering his knee sprain and Cosmi returned to practice for the first time since suffering a torn ACL in January. The Commanders will have a 21-day window to move Cosmi to the active roster.
Bates also returned to practice. Safety Percy Butler (hip) was a limited practice participant Wednesday after missing all of last week. 
McLaurin and Brown could be closer to returning after working off to the side with trainers and the coaching staff during practice Thursday. It was McLaurin's first appearance at practice since he was injured Sept. 21. It's still somewhat unlikely he'll be able to suit up this week.
Daniels's health, of course, matters most -- this week against the Los Angeles Chargers (3-1) and for the rest of this season.
"You find that balance," Daniels said of being aggressive but avoiding compromising positions on the field. "Obviously, you want to be able to be available for the rest of the games. You got to be smart. That's what we talked about: Just living to see another down.
"But just know if the game is on the line, I'm going to do whatever it takes to win."
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Washington Commanders
Jayden Daniels cleared to return for Sunday's game against Chargers
The Commanders quarterback said he felt good at practice Wednesday and plans on playing in this week's game in California.

(Mike Roemer/AP)


By Tashan Reed, Tom Schad | 2025-10-02

Jayden Daniels, who last played Sept. 11 against Green Bay, could make his return to the lineup Sunday against the Chargers. (Mike Roemer/AP)


Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels has been medically cleared and fully returned to practice Wednesday.
Barring a setback, the announcement puts Daniels on track to return from a knee sprain against the Los Angeles Chargers (3-1) in his home state of California on Sunday.
"He'll get all the reps at the practice, so we'll be back at full speed," Coach Dan Quinn said before Wednesday's workout. "The execution, the timing, all of that -- that's really what I'm looking for. But he's definitely champing at the bit to get going."
Daniels hasn't played since he suffered a left knee sprain in a loss to the Green Bay Packers on Sept. 11. He practiced over the past two weeks but was only a limited participant and ultimately wasn't able to get cleared to play by the medical staff, prompting him to miss games against the Las Vegas Raiders and the Atlanta Falcons.
"It's been tough," Daniels said Wednesday. "Obviously, as a competitor, you want to go out there and help your team in any way possible, so kind of being sidelined for this past couple weeks [was] super tough. But DQ and my team obviously was there for me, because they knew how much it meant to me, and I try to return that same energy. I think I was able to do that."
In Daniels's mind, he has been ready to go for a while now. In a news conference last week, he answered questions about his health with variations of "I feel good." He reiterated that he "felt good" Wednesday and added that he plans on "going out there on Sunday." Still, he was wearing a brace on his left knee during practice.
"If you let me tell it, I would've wanted to play two weeks ago," Daniels said. "But I guess in their eyes, probably this past weekend is when I started feeling like myself."
Quinn and the Commanders (2-2) took more of a big-picture approach to Daniels's return. They prioritized the future rather than possibly putting Daniels's health at risk. And though they are coming off a loss to the Falcons, they have remained afloat and went 1-1 with Marcus Mariota filling in for Daniels.
The Commanders will face stiffer competition this week in the Chargers. While Daniels has been itching to play regardless of the opponent, he might be particularly eager to play Sunday, given it is his first game in California since entering the NFL. SoFi Stadium in Inglewood is less than 80 miles from where Daniels grew up in San Bernardino.
"It would mean the world," Daniels said. "I plan on having a lot of people attend the game. That's the hometown. To be able to play back in my hometown as a pro, it would mean everything."
Another notable absence for the Commanders last week was wide receiver Terry McLaurin, who was out with a quadriceps injury he suffered in Week 3. McLaurin didn't practice last week and missed practice again Wednesday, leaving his game status in doubt.
Fellow wide receivers Noah Brown (groin/knee) and Deebo Samuel Sr. (heel) also were listed as not practicing Wednesday. Brown hasn't played since Week 2 but was seen working on a side field; Samuel was a new inclusion on the injury report.
Cornerback Mike Sainristil (knee), defensive lineman Dorance Armstrong (illness) and linebacker Ale Kaho (concussion) were the other absentees at Wednesday's practice. Safety Percy Butler (knee) was a limited participant.
In positive injury news, right guard Sam Cosmi returned to practice for the first time since he suffered a torn ACL in January. He's still on the physically unable to perform list. The Commanders have a 21-day window to move him to the active roster. If he is unable to make that transition, he will be forced to miss the rest of the regular season.
Tight end John Bates (groin) also returned to practice for the first time since getting injured in Week 2.
With McLaurin, Brown and Samuel nursing injuries, the Commanders signed wide receiver Robbie Chosen to their practice squad Wednesday.
Chosen, who previously went by Robbie Anderson and Robby Anderson, has played inside but could give the Commanders another option at outside receiver, where Chris Moore played 30 snaps against the Falcons, according to TruMedia.
Chosen is best known for his stints with the New York Jets and the Carolina Panthers between 2016 and 2021, when he averaged 59 catches per season. Over the past two years, however, he recorded just five catches in 11 appearances.
"One of things I appreciate from [General Manager Adam Peters] just always digging in, competing to see: Is there a spot to go?" Quinn said. "Sometimes it works out great. Other times we just keep competing and digging. But we're pumped Robbie's here."
Chosen, 32, is the latest veteran signed by the Commanders in the wake of injuries. After adding 32-year-old Preston Smith to compensate for the loss of Deatrich Wise Jr. at defensive end, they signed safety Darnell Savage, 28, last week, following an injury to Will Harris.
Washington is converting just 33.3 percent of its first downs (27th out of 32 NFL teams). The Commanders were particularly bad in that area against the Falcons, converting 1 of 8 third downs.
The Commanders have converted 58.3 percent of their third-down runs (eighth) but 24.2 percent of their third-down passes (tied for 30th), according to TruMedia. In obvious passing situations, they have struggled to pass-protect.
On third downs, Washington has allowed a pressure rate of 54.1 percent (27th). It seems teams have picked up on that weakness -- opponents have blitzed at a high rate on third down. The Commanders faced a blitz on 43.2 percent of their third downs (fifth).
The numbers indicate the Commanders' pass rush is in a good place. They have generated a pressure rate of 42.6 percent (ninth). They have 10 sacks (tied for 12th) and 22 quarterback hits (tied for 11th).
However, after the losses of Wise and Javontae Jean-Baptiste (torn pectoral), it's fair to question whether that will continue. The Commanders posted season-low marks across the board against the Falcons with a pressure rate of 25 percent, one sack and two QB hits.
Smith will go from not playing at all to filling a significant role. And there will be more pressure on edge rushers Von Miller, Jacob Martin and Jalyn Holmes, who have combined for just two sacks.
The defensive tackle tandem of Daron Payne and Javon Kinlaw has been strong, and Armstrong has been a standout. But three productive players isn't enough to have a consistent pass rush.
Defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. is already blitzing often, and doing so at a higher rate would be a dicey move, given how many big plays the secondary is giving up. For the pass rush to get back on track, the Commanders might need to count on the players producing more rather than the scheme significantly changing.
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