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      Breaking News

      
        Police meet fresh 1,000-strong protest in Madagascar with tear gas
        ANTANANARIVO - At least 1,000 anti-government demonstrators marched on Thursday through Madagascar's capital, where police fired tear gas to try and disperse the latest youth-led protest of the past two weeks.

      

      
        500 US troops deploy in Chicago ahead of court hearing
        CHICAGO - Five hundred US troops deployed in the Chicago area on Thursday as part of President Donald Trump's hardline immigration crackdown, despite strenuous objections of local leaders seeking a judge's order to block the mobilisation.

      

      
        Data centres included in clean power pilot
        Foreign data centre operators eager to expand their businesses to Thailand can start buying clean power under the state's direct power purchase agreement (PPA) scheme in December of this year, says the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC).

      

      
        PM reasserts Thai-Cambodian border terms
        The withdrawal of Cambodia's heavy weapons and civilians from disputed areas has been designated as one of the key conditions by Thailand in response to a letter from US President Donald Trump, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday.

      

      
        Cool season due 'later, warmer'
        Cool season this year will start about two weeks later than usual and is expected to be slightly warmer than average, the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) announced on Thursday.

      

      
        Anutin favoured as next PM, says poll
        Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai (BJT) Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul topped the list of candidates for premiership, according to the latest survey by Khon Kaen University.&nbsp;

      

      
        World Bank calls for Thai economic restructuring
        The World Bank has urged Thailand to "play a new game", breaking free from the middle-income trap to unlock new growth engines.

      

      
        Hungary's Laszlo Krasznahorkai wins literature Nobel
        STOCKHOLM - Hungarian writer Laszlo Krasznahorkai has won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature, the award-giving body said on Thursday.

      

      
        Tax review looms amid debt unease
        The Finance Ministry is preparing to review tax deductions and exemptions as part of efforts to address concerns over public debt raised by credit rating agencies.

      

      
        New stimulus targets elderly internet access
        The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) have jointly initiated the "Internet Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme for mobile internet usage.
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                                ANTANANARIVO - At least 1,000 anti-government demonstrators marched on Thursday through Madagascar's capital, where police fired tear gas to try and disperse the latest youth-led protest of the past two weeks.
The fresh rally came after the Gen Z movement called for a general strike and rejected President Andry Rajoelina's attempts to defuse the tensions rocking the Indian Ocean island.

The president has appointed a new prime minister and called for dialogue.

Security forces charged at protesters with armoured vehicles, firing tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse the crowds that gathered on Thursday near Lake Anosy and started marching towards the Ambohijatovo Gardens, Agence France-Presse (AFP) reporters saw.

The gardens in the city centre have been dubbed Democracy Square.

Groups of mostly young demonstrators, some wearing gas masks or diving masks, scattered throughout the Anosy neighbourhood, while police made arrests.

The near-daily protests erupted on Sept 25 in anger over regular and lengthy power and water shortages in Madagascar, one of the poorest countries in the world, and evolved into a broader anti-government movement.

Madagascar has seen several popular uprisings since it gained independence in 1960 and has a long history of military rule.

The Gen Z movement seemed to be running out of steam in recent days but rallies were still held almost daily in Antananarivo and major cities across the huge island country.

'Problem is the system'

Hundreds of protesters again marched through the large southern coastal city of Toliara on Thursday, reports said.

"We're still struggling," said Heritiana Rafanomezantsoa, one of the marchers in Antananarivo.

"The problem is the system. Our lives haven't improved since we gained independence from France," the 35-year-old told AFP

Student Niaina Ramangason said Rajoelina -- who himself came to power following an uprising in 2009 -- was "selfish".

"He makes promises but doesn't keep them. I don't believe in him any more," the 20-year-old said.

After initially adopting a conciliatory tone and dismissing his entire government, Rajoelina appointed a military officer as prime minister on Oct 6.

He said the country "no longer needs disturbances" and chose to make the first appointments in his new cabinet to the ministries of the armed forces, public security and armed police.

More than 200 civil society organisations said on Thursday they were "concerned about a military drift in the country's governance, rather than a search for appeasement and an end to repression".

Death toll

The United Nations (UN) said on Sept 29 that at least 22 people had been killed in the first days of protests, a toll Rajoelina disputed on Wednesday.

"There have been 12 confirmed deaths and all of these individuals were looters and vandals," he told French-speaking television channel Reunion La Premiere.

The UN's human rights office said some of the 22 victims were protesters or bystanders killed by security forces, while others had died in violence sparked by criminal gangs and looters in the wake of the demonstrations.

Twenty-eight protesters have been referred to the prosecutor's office for formal charges, their lawyers said on Wednesday.

Five are in pre-trial detention in Tsiafahy prison, a jail described by Amnesty International as overcrowded and "hellish".

The protest movement has issued Rajoelina with a list of demands that includes a public apology for the violence against them but no longer mentions its previous calls for him to step down.

Despite rich natural resources, nearly three quarters of Madagascar's population of 32 million lived below the poverty line in 2022, according to World Bank figures.

The Indian Ocean island's per capita gross domestic product (GDP) fell from US$812 in 1960 to $461 in 2025, according to the World Bank.
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                                CHICAGO - Five hundred US troops deployed in the Chicago area on Thursday as part of President Donald Trump's hardline immigration crackdown, despite strenuous objections of local leaders seeking a judge's order to block the mobilisation.
District Judge April Perry was set to hold a hearing on the issue, a day after Trump called for jailing the Democratic governor of Illinois and mayor of Chicago for resisting his military-backed mass deportation and anti-crime campaign.

The government argues the troops are needed to protect federal agents during immigration raids in the Democratic stronghold, the third-largest city in the United States, which the Trump administration depicts in exaggerated and lurid terms as "a war zone."

A US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facility in the Chicago suburb of Broadview "has been the target of actual and threatened violence," requiring "assistance from the Department of War," the Trump administration said in a court filing late Wednesday.

Local elected officials were seeking to "second-guess" Trump's judgement, the filing said.

"But responsibility, and accountability, for those decisions should rest with the political branches of the federal government, not this Court," the filing argued.

National Guard troops were seen entering the Broadview facility overnight, local media reported Thursday.

The deployment includes 200 National Guard troops from Texas and 300 from Illinois, the US Army Northern Command said in a statement Wednesday evening. They have been mobilised for an initial period of 60 days.

'Come and get me'

Perry's decision will be closely followed, as Trump has said he could invoke the rarely used Insurrection Act -- which allows the president to deploy the military within the United States to suppress rebellion -- if courts or local officials are "holding us up."

The Republican has been accused by critics of growing authoritarianism as he fulfills his campaign promise to deport millions of illegal immigrants.

Raids by armed and masked federal agents have sparked allegations of rights abuses and illegal detentions.

Local officials argue that city and state law enforcement are sufficient to handle protests against ICE officials and street crime.

Illinois Governor JB Pritzker, seen as a potential Democratic candidate in the 2028 presidential election, called Trump "unhinged."

"He's a wannabe dictator. And there's one thing I really want to say to Donald Trump: if you come for my people, you come through me. So come and get me," Pritzker said Wednesday.

In recent days, protesters have gathered outside the ICE facility in Broadview, leading to scattered clashes.

On Wednesday, a viral video showed agents on the roof of the facility taking aim at a church minister among a small group of protesters. The clergyman was struck in the head with a pepper ball and fell to the ground.

Protester Aiden Price, a Marine veteran and Chicago Public Schools civics teacher, told the Sun-Times newspaper he felt like a "hypocrite" lately in the classroom.

"I'm teaching things that aren't being practiced by our government," the 34-year-old said. "These rights are supposed to be given to anyone in the confines of the country."

He noted a recent Border Patrol raid at an Chicago apartment building that saw residents zip-tied for hours.

"The things I'm seeing are too similar to what you'd see if a member of the military was detaining a member of the Taliban or Al Qaeda, but these are kids and grandmas on the South Side of Chicago," Price said.
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                                Foreign data centre operators eager to expand their businesses to Thailand can start buying clean power under the state's direct power purchase agreement (PPA) scheme in December of this year, says the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC).
Authorities are keen to launch a pilot direct PPA scheme because it facilitates trade between power companies and their clients, which is a key factor for investors considering development of data centres in Thailand.

Peer-to-peer power trade in the renewables category remains banned in the country, but under a direct PPA, power producers can directly sell electricity to buyers.

Later this month, data centre operators will be given details of the direct PPA, including electricity prices and trade regulations, before the scheme is approved by the Energy Policy Administration Committee next month for a launch in December, said Poonpat Leesombatpiboon, secretary-general of the ERC.

"A public hearing is being held from Oct 3-10, with adjustments expected later for investment issues," he said.

Participants in the direct PPA must be data centre operators granted investment incentives from the Board of Investment (BoI).

Many investors have applied for the investment privileges. Between 2022 and 2024, up to 27 data centre and cloud services projects were submitted to the board for approval, according to the BoI.

Implementation of the direct PPA scheme, with power generation capacity of 2 gigawatts, will extend beyond the Eastern Economic Corridor, as officials seek locations with adequate renewable energy generation and transmission infrastructure to support the initiative, said Mr Poonpat.

Solar energy will be prioritised for the scheme due to its lower generation costs compared to other renewable sources, said ERC deputy secretary-general Kan Saengruang.

Clean electricity prices under the scheme should not be different from those under direct PPA schemes in Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines, he said.

The Thai government plans to pilot the direct PPA scheme for a few years before expanding it to other industries, including printed circuit boards, electronics, and electric vehicles, all of which need clean energy to run their businesses.
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                                The withdrawal of Cambodia's heavy weapons and civilians from disputed areas has been designated as one of the key conditions by Thailand in response to a letter from US President Donald Trump, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday.
Speaking during his visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to deliver policy guidance, Mr Anutin, who also serves as an interior minister, said the meeting was held to prepare for upcoming negotiations with Cambodia, as well as to formulate a response to Trump's letter addressed to him.

Mr Anutin said Trump had sent a letter expressing his desire for the country and Cambodia to resolve ongoing border tensions.

The remark came a day after Mr Anutin appeared to dismiss any further role for Mr Trump -- who is seeking a Nobel Peace Prize -- in negotiations between the two nations to resolve their border dispute.

Mr Anutin expressed appreciation for the goodwill shown by the US president, who conveyed his wish for regional peace, especially regarding the ongoing Thailand-Cambodia border issue.

He reaffirmed Thailand's unwavering commitment to peace and its intention to ensure that all efforts contribute to long-term regional stability and harmony.

He emphasised that prior agreements between Thailand and Cambodia must be upheld, including the withdrawal of heavy weaponry, demining efforts along the border, addressing online scam operations and ensuring lawful administration of areas within Thai territory.

"These are the official positions of the Thai government," Mr Anutin said, noting that these terms had been clearly communicated to mediators involved in the dispute. However, he stressed that both Thailand and Cambodia, as the directly involved parties, must take responsibility for resolving the issue.

When asked about the statement from the Chinese ambassador to Cambodia, who expressed China's readiness to support Cambodia in resolving the dispute, Mr Anutin responded that the Chinese ambassador to Thailand had given similar assurances.

"Nevertheless, I wish to emphasise that this is a matter between Thailand and Cambodia. I believe other countries have good intentions and wish to see the conflict de-escalate," he added.

Regarding Thailand's management of the Ban Nong Chan area in Sa Kaeo province, and how this will be communicated internationally, Mr Anutin said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will first issue a formal letter to Cambodia clarifying that Thailand must act to safeguard its sovereignty and that all actions will be legal.

In response to an article published by the Khmer Times, which claimed the prime minister had set an Oct 10 deadline for Cambodians to leave the Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo areas in Sa Kaeo, Mr Anutin denied the report. "The word 'deadline' has never been used by this government," he said.

The prime minister also expressed confidence that security agencies already have measures in place. He reiterated that, since day one in office, he has affirmed that diplomacy and negotiations fall under the full authority of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, which is empowered to pursue the best possible outcomes.

As for defending and safeguarding national sovereignty, that responsibility lies entirely with the armed forces. He added that the government's role is to provide full support to both the military and the Foreign Ministry in fulfilling their respective missions.


	Read more: Mine clearance to start in 'Cambodian-claimed' villages
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                                Cool season this year will start about two weeks later than usual and is expected to be slightly warmer than average, the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) announced on Thursday.
According to the department's outlook, the average minimum temperature in upper Thailand will be around 21 degrees Celsius -- slightly warmer than the historical average of 19.9degC and last year's average of 20.7degC.

While some parts of the North and Northeast will still see temperatures drop to 7 to 8degC, the average minimum temperature in Bangkok is expected to be around 18 to 20degC, with surrounding provinces experiencing lows of about 16 to 18degC.

The weather agency said the coolest period will be between mid-December and early February.

Although mountain peaks and ridges in the country's upper regions will still experience frost and severe cold, conditions in the South are expected to be milder and wetter, especially along the eastern coast between November and December.

Heavy rainfall could trigger flash floods and cause rivers to overflow, while waves in the Gulf of Thailand may reach 2 to 3 metres, potentially rising to 4 to 5 m during tropical storms. The Andaman Sea will see waves of 1 to 2 m.

The TMD said low-pressure systems in November and December may develop into tropical cyclones.


	Related: Flooding persists in 19 provinces
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                                Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai (BJT) Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul topped the list of candidates for premiership, according to the latest survey by Khon Kaen University. 
The survey, also known as the E-Saan Poll, was carried out to gauge the northeastern region's household economic conditions and political preferences. The poll, conducted between Oct 3 and 5, 2025, sampled 1,074 respondents aged 18 and above from 20 provinces across the Northeast, according to Suthin Wianwiwat, director of the E-Saan Poll.

When asked, "If a general election were held today, who would you want to be prime minister?" about 24.3% of respondents picked Mr Anutin, followed by opposition People's Party (PP) leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut (22.8%), Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt (19.1%), businessman Natthaphong Khunakornwong who is close to the Pheu Thai Party (7%), Yoschanan Wongsawat, from Pheu Thai (6.6%), and Thai Sang Thai Party leader Sudarat Keyuraphan (6.3%).

When asked which party they would vote for in the constituency MP race if an election were held today, PP led with 30.6%, followed by Pheu Thai with 27.4% and BJT with 12.3%. About 20.1% of respondents were undecided or had other opinions.

For the party-list vote, results were similar: PP with 41.7%, Pheu Thai (20.6%), BJT (12.6%) and undecided (8.5%).

The E-Saan Poll noted that Mr Anutin's personal popularity currently exceeds that of BJT, largely because both PP and Pheu Thai lack a clearly defined or high-profile prime ministerial candidate at this time. 

Meanwhile, the poll noted Chadchart Sittipunt remains one of the most popular figures nationally. Analysts working believe the party which nominates him as its prime ministerial candidate could gain a significant advantage in the next election.
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                                The World Bank has urged Thailand to "play a new game", breaking free from the middle-income trap to unlock new growth engines.
Thailand must "dare to play a new game" if it wants to escape the middle-income trap and achieve high-income status by 2037, noted the global lender, calling for bold structural reforms, smarter investment in human capital, and a new economic model centred on innovation and competitiveness.

Speaking at the "Thailand Economic Outlook 2026" seminar, Melinda Good, division director for Thailand and Myanmar at the World Bank, said the nation's traditional growth engines, once hailed for transforming Thailand from a low-income agrarian economy into an upper-middle-income nation within a generation, have stalled for more than a decade.

"What got Thailand here will not get it there," Ms Good said.

"The growth model that once delivered success is no longer sufficient in a world driven by digital transformation, innovation, and fast-changing global dynamics."

She said Thailand's economy has struggled to sustain strong growth in recent years, with GDP expanding by only around 2% in 2025, well below the 5% annual rate needed to achieve high-income status by 2037.

Despite these challenges, the World Bank still believes Thailand has significant potential to regain momentum.

Ms Good urged the country to capitalise on its existing strengths including a strategic location in Southeast Asia, robust digital infrastructure, and a strong global reputation for quality products, channelling these advantages into five key future industries: digital services, advanced and green manufacturing, agribusiness ("Kitchen of the World"), sustainable and wellness tourism and the creative economy.

To unlock these growth engines, she said Thailand must focus on three versions of competitiveness: green, digital and services.

Ms Good said Thailand's structural transformation has been frozen for more than a decade, with the share of agricultural employment remaining high and the economy yet to transition meaningfully towards high-value manufacturing or technology-driven farming.

"Investment in flood management, water management and sustainable agriculture is just as crucial," she said. "For instance, Thailand's green water management initiatives in the Eastern Economic Corridor will yield long-term benefits for both sustainability and investment."

Ms Good said Thailand's investment in research and development (R&D) and education for future-ready skills remains far below that of economies that have successfully escaped the middle-income trap, such as South Korea, or rapidly advancing peers like Vietnam.

"Thailand already has many tools in place -- from widespread mobile broadband and PromptPay to the Thai ID system and growing foreign direct investment in data centres," she said. "However, while Thais are highly connected digitally, only about 5% possess intermediate-level digital skills."

Thailand's digital startups could attract as much as US$1.8 billion in venture capital annually. To seize this opportunity, the country must urgently invest in digital skill upgrades, said Ms Good.

She also emphasised the need to open up and enhance competitiveness in the services sector by removing regulatory bottlenecks, improving infrastructure and pursuing trade agreements with deeper commitments to services.

"Thailand's service sector remains more closed than many of its regional peers, even though it's among the fastest-growing sectors globally," said Ms Good.

"Liberalising this sector would attract more foreign investment and empower Thai entrepreneurs to compete in digital innovation."

Thailand has strong advantages in health and wellness tourism, while "green services" offer further potential to drive sustainable growth, she said.

"Thailand must turn global megatrends into opportunities, especially by going green, going digital, becoming the 'Kitchen of the World', leading in digital services and building high-value service sectors," said Ms Good.

In October 2026, Thailand is scheduled to host the IMF-World Bank Group annual meetings for the first time since 1991, where global investors and large corporations will gather to discuss precisely these challenges and opportunities, she said.
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									Hungary's Laszlo Krasznahorkai wins literature Nobel 

									Writer says challenging works explore 'reality examined to the point of madness'
								

									STOCKHOLM - Hungarian writer Laszlo Krasznahorkai has won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature, the award-giving body said on Thursday.
									"The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2025 is awarded to the Hungarian author Laszlo Krasznahorkai for his compelling and visionary oeuvre that, in the midst of apocalyptic terror, reaffirms the power of art," said Mats Malm, permanent secretary at the Swedish Academy.

Krasznahorkai, 71, is just the second Hungarian to win the prize, after Imre Kertesz, who won in 2002 for his semi-autobiographical novel Fatelessness about surviving the Holocaust.

His novels, short stories and essays are best known in Germany -- where he lived for long periods -- and Hungary, where he is considered by many as the country's most important living author.

Critically difficult and demanding, his style was described once by Krasznahorkai himself as "reality examined to the point of madness".

His penchant for long sentences and few paragraph breaks have also seen the writer labelled as "obsessive".

Exploring themes of postmodern dystopia and melancholy, his first novel Satantango (1985) brought him to prominence in Hungary and remains his best-known work.

Recounting life in a decaying village in communist-era Hungary, its uncompromising style (12 chapters each consisting of a single paragraph) was called by its translator as "a slow lava-flow of narrative".

The book was for people who "want something other than entertainment... who have a preference for the painfully beautiful," Krasznahorkai said in a interview.

Last year's prize was won by South Korean author Han Kang who became the 18th woman -- the first was Swedish author Selma Lagerlof in 1909 -- and the first South Korean to receive the award.

The Nobel prize is awarded by the Swedish Academy and is worth 11 million crowns ($1.2 million).

Established in the will of Swedish dynamite inventor and businessman Alfred Nobel, the prizes for achievements in literature, science and peace have been awarded since 1901.

Over the years, the choices made by the Swedish Academy have drawn as much ire as applause.

In 2016, the award to American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan sparked criticism that his work was not proper literature.

Prizegivers have also been accused of being snobbish, of having an anti-American bias and of ignoring some of the giants of literature, including Russia's Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, France's Emile Zola and Ireland's James Joyce.
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                                The Finance Ministry is preparing to review tax deductions and exemptions as part of efforts to address concerns over public debt raised by credit rating agencies.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, the ministry is scheduled to review the medium-term fiscal framework (MTFF), which serves as the government's fiscal discipline guideline, in November.

Several issues are under consideration, including adjusting the criteria for various tax deductions (which do not require amendments to the Revenue Code), reviewing previously granted tax exemptions, and promoting the use of digital systems for tax filing.

"Although we have not yet made digital filing mandatory, I believe transitioning to a digital system -- while allowing exceptions for those with limited access -- will significantly expand our tax base and demonstrate the government's fiscal discipline," Mr Ekniti said on Thursday.

He said current deductions are too scattered and lack a clear framework. The ministry must set an annual ceiling for total deductions to define a clear maximum limit, he said.

The review is expected to be completed by November, and a study team is already working on it, said Mr Ekniti.

Improving tax deductions and abolishing certain tax exemptions would increase government revenue by a considerable extent, he said.

Regarding proposed revisions to tax deductions, Mr Ekniti said he was interested in the Stock Exchange of Thailand's proposal for an Individual Saving Account system.

Under this approach, individuals are allowed to choose their own investments within a specified limit -- whether in stocks, bonds or other instruments. This creates a personal investment framework, eliminating the need to constantly launch new products such as long-term equity funds (LTFs), retirement mutual funds or ESG funds, which often overlap.

He said all these could be combined into a single system, giving people greater flexibility and choice: some may prefer to invest in government bonds, others seeking higher risk can choose equities, while others may invest abroad.

Investors would have greater freedom to select products suiting their preferences and risk appetite.

"In the past, when the LTF scheme was introduced, everyone rushed to buy units just for tax benefits, but later many of those funds suffered losses. If people are allowed to choose where to invest independently, it would better match their interests and risk preferences," said Mr Ekniti.

These reforms are part of the MTFF revisions scheduled for November, aimed at addressing the government's debt overhang, he said.

Rating agencies adjusted Thailand's outlook due to three main concerns, including political issues, which the minister said are beyond the ministry's control.

The second issue is Thailand's economic growth potential, which the government aims to strengthen by focusing on human capital development and investment in new industries, such as data centres, digital technology and artificial intelligence (AI), areas in which Thailand can compete globally.

The third issue is public debt and the fiscal deficit. He said the government intends to examine the government's revenue structure to identify where the gaps or leakages lie, as well as review expenditures to determine which areas are overspending. 

The administration also wants to emphasise investment spending, said Mr Ekniti.

These steps are likely to be implemented within four months, he said.

The Revenue Department provides several tax deduction categories, covering both personal deductions and investment-related deductions supported by the government.

Examples include investments in Super Savings Fund units, which allow taxpayers to deduct up to 30% of their assessable income, not exceeding 200,000 baht a year; investments in ESG funds, deductible up to 30% of assessable income, not exceeding 300,000 baht; mortgage interest, deductible up to 100,000 baht; and life insurance premiums for policies with a minimum term of 10 years, deductible for the actual amount paid, not exceeding 100,000 baht.
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                                The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) have jointly initiated the "Internet Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme for mobile internet usage.
The scheme is primarily aimed at helping low-income elderly and disabled people to access the internet to upgrade their digital skills, according to Trairat Viriyasirikul, NBTC's acting secretary-general.

In addition, the NBTC has asked mobile phone service operators to help subsidise the cost of replacing mobile phones for these groups of people to support the scheme, which also aligns with its plan to shut down the Third Generation (3G) networks soon.

DES Minister Chaichanok Chidchob and his team recently held discussions with NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck and Mr Trairat on their organisations' collaboration to drive the economic recovery.

Mr Trairat said the planned co-payment scheme for mobile internet usage would complement the government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme.

The government's scheme will provide tools for micro-businesses, households and individuals to upskill digital learning to foster sales.

Mr Trairat said the Internet Khon La Khrueng project will be funded by the NBTC. Final details of the project have yet to be finished.

"There may be several million people targeted by the Internet Khon La Khrueng project. We're waiting for several targeted people from the Social Development and Human Security Ministry," Mr Trairat said.

Anyone can take part in digital skill training at NBTC's USO net centres nationwide for free.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" scheme was allocated 44 billion baht and is expected to bolster gross domestic product (GDP) in the fourth quarter of 2025.

Mr Ekniti said the ministry plans to allocate 10 billion baht from the Board of Investment to provide upskilling and reskilling training for people.

In principle, each of the courses would take around four months to complete.

The skills training courses cover several sectors, such as agriculture teaching, smart farming, automation, artificial intelligence (AI) and data analytics.

"The skills training programme is partly to help attract investment, as well as bridging the gap of the skills shortage when it comes to labour," Mr Ekniti said.

He said the programmes will directly serve the demand side rather than the supply side.
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                                The withdrawal of Cambodia's heavy weapons and civilians from disputed areas has been designated as one of the key conditions by Thailand in response to a letter from US President Donald Trump, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday.
Speaking during his visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to deliver policy guidance, Mr Anutin, who also serves as an interior minister, said the meeting was held to prepare for upcoming negotiations with Cambodia, as well as to formulate a response to Trump's letter addressed to him.

Mr Anutin said Trump had sent a letter expressing his desire for the country and Cambodia to resolve ongoing border tensions.

The remark came a day after Mr Anutin appeared to dismiss any further role for Mr Trump -- who is seeking a Nobel Peace Prize -- in negotiations between the two nations to resolve their border dispute.

Mr Anutin expressed appreciation for the goodwill shown by the US president, who conveyed his wish for regional peace, especially regarding the ongoing Thailand-Cambodia border issue.

He reaffirmed Thailand's unwavering commitment to peace and its intention to ensure that all efforts contribute to long-term regional stability and harmony.

He emphasised that prior agreements between Thailand and Cambodia must be upheld, including the withdrawal of heavy weaponry, demining efforts along the border, addressing online scam operations and ensuring lawful administration of areas within Thai territory.

"These are the official positions of the Thai government," Mr Anutin said, noting that these terms had been clearly communicated to mediators involved in the dispute. However, he stressed that both Thailand and Cambodia, as the directly involved parties, must take responsibility for resolving the issue.

When asked about the statement from the Chinese ambassador to Cambodia, who expressed China's readiness to support Cambodia in resolving the dispute, Mr Anutin responded that the Chinese ambassador to Thailand had given similar assurances.

"Nevertheless, I wish to emphasise that this is a matter between Thailand and Cambodia. I believe other countries have good intentions and wish to see the conflict de-escalate," he added.

Regarding Thailand's management of the Ban Nong Chan area in Sa Kaeo province, and how this will be communicated internationally, Mr Anutin said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will first issue a formal letter to Cambodia clarifying that Thailand must act to safeguard its sovereignty and that all actions will be legal.

In response to an article published by the Khmer Times, which claimed the prime minister had set an Oct 10 deadline for Cambodians to leave the Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo areas in Sa Kaeo, Mr Anutin denied the report. "The word 'deadline' has never been used by this government," he said.

The prime minister also expressed confidence that security agencies already have measures in place. He reiterated that, since day one in office, he has affirmed that diplomacy and negotiations fall under the full authority of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, which is empowered to pursue the best possible outcomes.

As for defending and safeguarding national sovereignty, that responsibility lies entirely with the armed forces. He added that the government's role is to provide full support to both the military and the Foreign Ministry in fulfilling their respective missions.


	Read more: Mine clearance to start in 'Cambodian-claimed' villages
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                                The Thai army has announced it will begin mine sweeping in border villages in the eastern province of Sa Kaeo on Friday, which is also the deadline authorities have set for Cambodians to leave the area.
The First Army Area said on Thursday that its Burapa Task Force had informed the commander of Cambodia's 51st Infantry Division that it would start to collect landmines in Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo villages in Khok Sung district of Sa Kaeo on Friday.

"The mine sweeping is aimed at securing a safe environment in Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo, which are in Thai territory, to support authorities' operations in protecting sovereignty and the peaceful lives of Thai people," the First Army Area said in a statement.

The information was also intended to prevent misunderstanding and information distortion by Cambodia, the statement said.

The Burapa Task Force said the mine-sweeping plan was based on the agreement Cambodia and Thailand made on landmine clearance in their General Border Committee meeting in Koh Kong province of Cambodia on Sept 10.

Evacuation deadline

Sa Kaeo governor Parinya Phothisat, meanwhile, on Wednesday reaffirmed the Oct 10 deadline that he had announced last month for Cambodians to leave Ban Nong Chan and Ban Nong Ya Kaeo.

If Cambodia ignored the deadline, the governor said he would not negotiate with the Cambodian side any longer.

Thailand allowed Cambodian refugees to take shelter in the two border communities while fleeing massacres during the Cambodian civil war over four decades ago. Dozens of families from Cambodia have settled there permanently.

On Thursday Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said the Sa Kaeo governor was responsible for the evacuation of Cambodians from the Thai villages. The armed forces would take action in accordance with martial law imposed along the border with Cambodia, he added.

In the encroached villages, administrative, police and forestry officials also shared responsibility in relation to their respective areas of authority, the prime minister said.

In a related development, activist Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet said he would place 60 containers to form a border barrier in Ban Nong Chan on Friday.

Mr Guntouch, also known as Gun Jompalang, has built a large online following as a crusader on behalf of people seeking justice. Lately he has turned his attention to whipping up ultra-nationalist sentiment.

In August he brought a convoy of 14 septic tankers to the border village, suggesting he would spray their contents at Cambodian protesters on the opposite side of a barbed wire barrier if they got out of hand.

[image: ]
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									Why Thai students can't let their hair down

									Court has struck down hairstyle rules, but old habits die hard at many schools
								

									The teenager was at a new school for the new school year. But as it turned out, he was not ready: His bangs were too long.
									Having failed a much-feared rite of the Thai public school system -- the hair inspection -- he was subjected to another: His teacher grabbed a pair of scissors and clumsily chopped his hair.

"My classmates were all staring at me, I felt so embarrassed," the 15-year-old from southern Thailand said. The incident in May, he added, remains "a scar in my heart". He asked not to be identified for fear of reprisal from his teachers.

For decades, public schools in Thailand have policed not only students' manners but also their looks. In addition to uniforms, students are required to either wear crew cuts or trim their hair at their ears. Dyed hair is not allowed. Running afoul of these rules can mean an unwanted haircut in class, a humiliating experience many Thais vividly remember into adulthood.

Students have long campaigned for loosening the rules, which were introduced by a military government in 1972. It was a key demand when they took to the streets in 2020 to protest the military-backed government in power then.

Finally, in March, the Supreme Administrative Court overturned the hairstyle directive, which had been enforced by the Ministry of Education. Now schools set their own policies. But students say these rules remain oppressive, especially in rural areas.

In July, at a school in Ratchaburi province, teachers cut the hair of 50 girls. The offenders were wearing their hair past the name tags on their uniforms. Once the incident became public, the school issued an apology and vowed to review its disciplinary rules. (Story continues below)
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To many, the issue is about nothing less than democracy.

"Those in power want to turn us into citizens who are easy to rule," said Laponpat Wangpaisit, who started a group called Bad Student, where children can report what they consider rights violations suffered at the hands of teachers.

Thailand is a constitutional monarchy that holds regular elections. But the will of voters is often rejected by an unelected establishment. Critics of the hair policy say it is a way to make citizens compliant from an early age.

"To them, happy citizens are not worth more than people who obey," said Laponpat, 22.

The Ministry of Education declined to comment.

Despite the court decision, Laponpat's group receives at least one complaint a day, most of them about hair, he said. He shares some of them online, but most students choose to remain anonymous, fearing a backlash from teachers.

Watcharin Keawtankham, a hairdresser in the western town of Mae Sot, said that he regularly fixes botched haircuts administered at school. Chopping the hair of students, he said, is a way to humiliate them.

Last year, Watcharin posted a photo on Facebook that showed a big bald spot under the otherwise full head of hair of a young boy. It was punishment from a teacher.

"I felt sorry for the kid," the barber said. "The only way to fix it was to give him a really short buzz cut."

The Supreme Administrative Court said that hair regulations were harming the mental health of children. Acknowledging Thailand's openness to LGBTQ+ people, it explicitly mentioned those with diverse gender identities.

But that did not help Auto, a 15-year-old transgender girl, who asked to be identified only by her nickname.

She used to wear a short wig to school to hide her long hair. On the monthly hair inspection day in May, teachers were measuring students' hair with a ruler. One of them discovered her wig and threatened to burn it. Intimidated by her teachers, she went to a salon that evening for a haircut.

"I felt lost," Auto said, sitting on the floor of her parents' living room on the outskirts of Bangkok.

There are some schools, like Wat That Thong High School in the upscale Ekkamai neighbourhood of Bangkok, that are more liberal about students' hairdos.

"It is their head, nobody should dictate what they want to do with it," said Kaokorn Suksangiamkul, a teacher who was sporting a buzz cut after recently ditching his man bun.

The mullet, he said, has become a fairly popular hairstyle among students. (Story continues below)
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Phatit Kalaphakdee, 16, goes by Rin and wears a middle part, curtain bangs and a pony tail. She transferred to Wat That Thong High this year because her previous school threatened to punish her if she didn't cut her hair.

"Hair can give you confidence, or it can ruin your day," said Rin, who is transgender.

On a recent Friday morning, students were crowding at the main gate of her school, where a teacher was inspecting their fingernails. Those with long or dirty nails were sent back to the end of the line and told to use clippers hanging nearby on a string.

Rin was among those told to cut their nails. She shrugged it off and complied. It is her hair, not her nails, that she wants to keep long.


	This article originally appeared in The New York Times
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The morning assembly at Wat That Thong High School in the Ekkamai neighbourhood of Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)
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                                KHAN YUNIS, Palestinian Territories - Palestinians in southern Gaza clapped, cheered and danced in the pre-dawn darkness on Thursday, after Israel and Hamas agreed a ceasefire deal to end the devastating two-year war in the territory.
A crowd of around a dozen young men shouted joyful chants of "Allahu akbar", meaning God is the greatest, outside Khan Yunis's Nasser Hospital, as one man lifted another onto his shoulders.

A man wearing a journalist's press vest could also be seen carried above the crowd, speaking into a microphone.

"Thanks to God for this ceasefire, thanks for the end of the bloodshed and the killing," said Abdelmajid Abedrabbo, a resident of south Gaza.

"I am not the only one who is happy, all of the Gaza Strip is happy, all of the Arab people are happy about the ceasefire," he added.

"Thanks and love to all those who stood with us and played a part in ending the bloodshed, sending you love from Gaza."

Israel and Hamas on Thursday agreed on a Gaza ceasefire deal that could free the remaining living hostages within days, in a major step toward ending a war that has killed tens of thousands and unleashed a humanitarian crisis.

The agreement, to be signed later on Thursday, also calls for Israel to release hundreds of Palestinian prisoners as well as prompt a surge of aid into Gaza after more than two years of war started by Hamas's unprecedented October 2023 attack on Israel.

'We are happy'

"Despite all the wounding and the killing, and the loss of loved ones and relatives, we are happy today after the ceasefire," Ayman al-Najjar told AFP in Khan Yunis.

"I lost my cousins and some friends, and a week ago I lost my beloved grandfather, may his soul rest in peace. But today, and in spite of all this, we are happy," he added.

The war in Gaza was triggered by Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas's October 7, 2023 attack on Israel, which resulted in the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official Israeli figures.

Israel's retaliatory campaign in Gaza has killed at least 67,183 people, according to the health ministry in the Hamas-run territory, figures the United Nations considers credible.

Militants also took 251 people hostage into Gaza, where 47 remain, including 25 the Israeli military says are dead.

'Indescribable'

The ceasefire agreement follows a 20-point peace plan for Gaza announced last month by US President Donald Trump.

"Thank God, President Trump has announced that war ended, we are very happy," said Wael Radwan.

"We thank our brothers and all of those who participated even with just words to stop this war and this bloodshed."

Khaled Al-Namnam, 26, who is displaced in Al-Maghzai in the central Gaza Strip, said he had not expected the news.

"Suddenly, I woke up in the morning to incredibly beautiful news... everyone was talking about the end of the war, aid coming in, and the crossings being opened. I felt immense happiness," he told AFP by telephone.

"It's a strange feeling -- indescribable -- after two years of bombing, fear, terror, and hunger. Truly, it feels like we are being born again."
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                                Some fares on the Green Line will have to increase because the current fare structure of the light-rail mass transit service is unsustainable, according to Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt.
He made the comment on Wednesday after Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) councillors approved a plan to settle the city's 32-billion-baht debt owed to the Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTSC) for the operation and maintenance of the Green Line extensions.

A new fare structure will cap fares across the entire line at 65 baht, but fares for some short trips will be lower than they are now.

The Green Line consists of two sections: the original core route, operated under a government concession with a maximum fare of 45 baht, and extensions 1 and 2, operated by the BMA, said Mr Chadchart.

The BMA spends around 8 billion baht a year running the two extensions but collects only 2 billion baht in fare revenue, with the gap covered by the city budget, he explained.

The new fare structure will reflect actual operating costs. It will feature a 17-baht base fare, plus or minus three baht per unit of distance. This would lower fares for short-distance riders -- for example, a trip from Chatuchak to Central Ladprao could drop from 15 baht to just 3 or 4 baht -- while longer trips would cost more.

However, total fares for any journey would be capped at 65 baht.

At the council meeting on Wednesday, members approved a supplementary budget for the 2026 fiscal year to allocate up to 32.6 billion baht for debt repayment.

A panel overseeing the issue made two recommendations. First, the BMA should outline a payment plan for operation and maintenance expenses of the extensions from September 2025 to the end of fiscal 2026, to avoid late payments that could incur high interest penalties.

Second, agencies should expedite disbursements to reduce the interest burden. The council unanimously passed the ordinance with 48 votes, authorising the debt repayment.

The debt settlement, worth 32 billion baht, is scheduled for completion by the end of this month, and will be in compliance with an earlier Administrative Court order, said Mr Chadchart.

He said the BMA would use accumulated surplus funds, which are uncommitted and free of financial obligations, for the repayment.

"The decision to repay the debt is about lifting a long-standing burden. The court has ruled the contract must be honoured, he said.

"Delaying payment would only increase costs due to high interest rates. We're now paying several million baht in interest every day."
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                                A social media post by the Chinese ambassador to Cambodia has stirred up a storm of criticism from Thais after he reaffirmed Beijing's unwavering support for Phnom Penh in "safeguarding its sovereignty".
On his official Facebook page on Wednesday, Wang Wenbin posted a picture of himself speaking at a lectern at an event in Phnom Penh, accompanied by the statement: "China firmly supports Cambodia in safeguarding its national sovereignty, security and development interests, and will always be a reliable partner in Cambodia's development."

On the surface, it's a generic statement of the type that people expect from a diplomat in the country where he is posted. But an expression like "safeguarding its national sovereignty" is a red flag for the neighbours when there's a border dispute going on.

Mr Wang's post quickly drew strong criticism from Thai netizens, many of whom flooded his page with comments questioning Beijing's stance amid ongoing tensions between Thailand and Cambodia.

One Facebook user asked whether President Xi Jinping himself would agree with such a statement in the context of disputes between Cambodia and Thailand.

Another suggested the ambassador was obliged to take such a line, saying: "If you are in Cambodia, of course you must post like this. If you don't, Hun Sen will be upset."

Another poster wrote sarcastically, "Okay, I already know who supplied weapons to the Khmer," referring to a recent debate over whether Beijing was arming Cambodia for a new fight. Even Thai officials acknowledged that the weapons in question were delivered long before the latest hostilities began. 

Some Thai netizens went further, accusing Cambodia of harbouring call-centre scams that defraud victims worldwide of billions of baht. Others argued that Thailand has never invaded another country's territory, but has instead defended its sovereignty without targeting civilians, hospitals or innocent lives.

One user wrote, "Thailand is not going to be a battlefield of a powerful country. However, Thailand has its own dignity to protect its sovereignty and land."

"Many Thais have lost family members in cross-border violence, and our soldiers have been maimed," another person wrote. "Meanwhile, Cambodia has become a hub for scams and illegal activities. Is this really the country that China wants to stand behind?"

"Thailand must prioritise its own national interests and sovereignty. Any nation such as China that supports activities undermining our territorial integrity or regional peace should be approached with caution," said another commenter.

"It's time for Thailand to pursue a more balanced foreign policy, one that protects our independence, transparency and long-term security."

The Chinese ambassador's post unsurprisingly drew praise from Cambodian netizens. One user wrote: "On behalf of Cambodian citizens, I would like to extend my profound thanks and gratitude to the Chinese citizens and government for jointly seeking peace for Cambodia and still being a reliable partner in Cambodia's development."

Another netizen wrote, "Cambodia never shies away from supporting China so we hope China supports Cambodia more against the aggressive invader."

As of 11.20am on Thursday, Mr Wang's post had attracted about 5,100 views, 897 comments and 963 shares.

						

							
						


						

							
						

              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3118338/thais-decry-sovereignty-comment-by-chinese-envoy-to-cambodia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Israel and Hamas agree on Gaza ceasefire                

                Trump hails acceptance of his plan, says hostage-prisoner swaps could start by Monday
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                                CAIRO - Israel and Hamas have agreed on a Gaza ceasefire deal that could free the remaining living hostages within days, in a major step toward ending a war that has killed tens of thousands and unleashed a humanitarian crisis.
The agreement, to be signed on Thursday in Cairo, also calls for Israel to release hundreds of Palestinian prisoners as well as prompt a surge of aid into Gaza after more than two years of war started by Hamas's unprecedented October 2023 attack on Israel.

The Palestinian militant group Hamas is to release all hostages while Israel would pull its troops back to an agreed on line, US President Donald Trump announced after talks in Egypt on his 20-point peace plan resulted in a deal.

On his Truth Social network, Trump wrote that "ALL of the Hostages will be released very soon, and Israel will withdraw their Troops to an agreed upon line as the first steps toward a Strong, Durable, and Everlasting Peace."

A source within Hamas told AFP the group would exchange 20 living hostages all at the same time for nearly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners as part of the deal's first phase, with the swap to happen within 72 hours of its implementation.

As well, a daily minimum of 400 truckloads of aid will enter the Gaza Strip for the first five days of the ceasefire, to be increased in following days, according to the Hamas official.

It also provides for the "return of displaced persons from the south of the Gaza Strip to Gaza (City) and the north immediately," they added.

Trump said he believed all the hostages would "all be coming back on Monday", adding that Washington will play a role in helping rebuild war-torn Gaza as well as keeping it safe and peaceful.

'Tears of joy'

"Honestly, when I heard the news, I couldn't hold back. Tears of joy flowed. Two years of bombing, terror, destruction, loss, humiliation, and the constant feeling that we could die at any moment," displaced Gazan Samer Joudeh told AFP.

"Now, we finally feel like we're getting a moment of respite," he added.

Qatar said the deal was the "first phase of the Gaza ceasefire agreement, which will lead to ending the war, the release of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners, and the entry of aid".

The hostages are to be freed in exchange for 250 Palestinians sentenced to life imprisonment and 1,700 others arrested by Israel since the war began, added source within Hamas.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he would bring the hostages home "with God's help", and an official source added the premier's cabinet would meet Thursday to approve the deal.

Trump said earlier that he may travel to the Middle East this week as a deal was "very close".

The fast-paced developments came after AFP journalists saw US Secretary of State Marco Rubio interrupt an event at the White House on Wednesday and hand Trump an urgent note about the progress of the negotiations in Egypt.

"I may go there sometime toward the end of the week, maybe on Sunday," Trump said, adding that he was "most likely" to turn up in Egypt but would also consider going to war-torn Gaza.

Trump's plan called for a ceasefire, the release of all the hostages held in Gaza, Hamas's disarmament and a gradual Israeli withdrawal from the territory.

'Optimism prevails'

Hamas had submitted a list of Palestinian prisoners it wants released from Israeli jails in the first phase of the truce.

In exchange, Hamas is set to free the remaining 47 hostages, both alive and dead, who were seized in its Oct 7, 2023 attack on Israel which sparked the war.

Hamas said it would be joined by delegations from Islamic Jihad -- which has also held some of the hostages in Gaza -- as well as the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine.

The negotiations were taking place under the shadow of the second anniversary of the Hamas attack on Israel, which resulted in the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official Israeli figures.

Militants also took 251 people hostage into Gaza, where 47 remain, including 25 the Israeli military says are dead.

Israel's military campaign in Gaza has killed at least 67,183 people, according to the health ministry in the Hamas-run territory, figures the United Nations considers credible.

The data does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but indicates that more than half of the dead are women and children.

The territory's civil defence agency, a rescue force operating under Hamas's authority, said the bombardment of Gaza had not stopped in the hours before the deal. An AFP journalist in Israel near the Gaza border reported hearing multiple explosions in the morning.

Protests, prisoners

Global pressure to end the war has escalated, with much of Gaza flattened, a UN-declared famine unfolding and Israeli hostage families still longing for their loved ones' return.

One key to the negotiations was the names of the Palestinian prisoners Hamas pushed for.

High-profile inmate Marwan Barghouti -- from Hamas's rival, the Fatah movement -- is among those the group wanted to see released, according to Egyptian state-linked media.

Hamas's top negotiator, Khalil al-Hayya, also said the Islamist group wants "guarantees from President Trump and the sponsor countries that the war will end once and for all".
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                                YALA - Authorities temporarily closed two public parks in Muang district of this southern border province after eight bomb explosions on Wednesday night. No casualties were reported.
Seven bombs were apparently placed at an artificial waterfall in Khwan Mueang park and another went off on an islet at Sanam Chang Phueak park between 8.03pm and 10.51pm on Wednesday.

Yala deputy governor Kongsakul Chantharat told the Public Relations Department that the parks must be closed for safety checks after the incidents. They has been designated as venues for traditional ceremonies to mark the end of the Buddhist Lent.

The explosions followed three blasts at a youth centre in Muang district of the province on Tuesday night.

Bomb experts said timed pipe bombs weighing about one kilogramme each were used on Wednesday, like those in the explosions at the youth centre.  

The incidents on Wednesday drew senior authorities to the scene. They included deputy national police chief Pol Gen Samran Nuanma and Lt Gen Noratip Poynok, the Fourth Army Area commander.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said he planned to visit the far South to follow up on security measures there this weekend.
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									Defaced Bangkok street mural restored

									Chiang Mai artists join Spanish creator to repair graffiti-damaged street art
								

									Artists have repaired a mural that was recently defaced with graffiti on Charoen Krung 30 Road in Bang Rak district of Bangkok.
									Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt updated the public on the repairs in a Facebook Live video on Wednesday night. The French ambassador to Bangkok, Jean-Claude Poimboeuf, was also present to observe the restoration.

Three Thai artists from Chiang Mai joined Carolina Adan Caro, the Spanish artist who created the mural on a wall on the historical inner Bangkok road last month, according to the Bangkok governor.

The French embassy in Bangkok sponsored the murals on 15 walls in the locality. It was part of the "Krungthep Creative Streets" project, a collaboration with 15 international artists to transform walls along Charoen Krung Road with permission from the property owners.

The original mural, completed on Sept 17, took Ms Adan Caro 10 days to paint.

CCTV footage captured three vandals destroying the artwork in minutes by spraying over it on Sept 27. The Bangkok governor said two of them were arrested and the other one remained at large.

He also said that City Hall was preparing more walls specifically for graffiti and street art. He encouraged interested people to use such walls instead of vandalising others.


	Related: Defacement sparks debate over 'graffiti bombing'



[image: An artist restores the graffiti mural on Charoen Krung 30 Road Wednesday night.]
An artist restores the mural on Charoen Krung 30 Road on Wednesday. (Screenshot from Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt's Facebook Live post)



[image: Another artist from Chiang Mai repairs the graffiti mural Wednesday night. ]
Another artist from Chiang Mai works on the mural restoration. (Screenshot from Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt's Facebook Live post)



[image: Left: The original art work on a wall in Charoen Krung soi 30 in Bangkok. Right: Spanish artist Carolina Adan Caro paints the wall in collaboration with Bangkok city. (Embassy of Spain in Thailand Facebook page)]
Left: The original artwork on a wall in Charoen Krung Soi 30 in Bangkok. Right: Spanish artist Carolina Adan Caro paints the wall as part of a project sponsored by the French embassy in collaboration with Bangkok city. (Photos: Embassy of France in Thailand Facebook page)
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                                Despite the change in government, the Phu Kradueng cable car project is expected to proceed as scheduled and be completed by late 2027 or early 2028, as construction design firms have already been contracted, according to the Designated Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration (Dasta).
[image: ]

Dasta director Siripakorn Cheawsamoot said the long-awaited cable car project is proceeding as planned.

Tesco Limited and Chulalongkorn University signed the contract for construction design with a 20-million-baht budget on Sept 30, covering Oct 1, 2025 to June 27, 2026.

Mr Siripakorn said more than five contractors proposed bids.

Tesco was selected because of its expertise in laying high-voltage poles and experience in working with both the public and private sectors, he said.

Chulalongkorn University is set to supervise the government regulations and is studying the project's potential impact.

The study and design masterplan should be ready to propose to the cabinet for approving the construction by late 2026.

The construction cost is estimated at 1 billion baht, handling 32 cabins with eight people per car along the 4.4-kilometre route.

The cable car project will help improve waste and tourism management at Phu Kradueng National Park, while the limit of daily visitors would still be restricted to no more than 5,000, he said.

At present, there are 80,000 annual visitors or an average of 200 visitors a day at the park.

Phu Kradueng National Park welcomed 64,687 visitors in 2025, earning 5.38 million baht in revenue.

Over 83% of visitors were under 40 and most of them chose to stay overnight.

Mr Siripakorn said the cable car could help increase tourist spending in Loei to over 3,600 baht per trip, from 2,500 baht today.

The Loei Chamber of Commerce urged related authorities to plan ahead for the post-opening, such as hiring experts to manage the cable car, and increasing the budget for national park officers.

It needs to improve transport from other districts to Phu Kradueng.

TOP 100 DESTINATION

Dasta is also drafting plans to enhance tourism in Chiang Khan, as the community was listed among 10 Thai destinations in the "Green Destinations Top 100 Stories Awards 2025".

Channarong Wongla, secretary of Hug Chiang Khan community, said the group aims to promote its fishery and agricultural activities as well as raise awareness about environmental impact on the Mekong River.

For a decade, the Mekong River has withered due to dam constructions in China and Laos.

Fish species were reduced to fewer than 50 from more than 115, affecting fishery jobs in Chiang Khan.

Fishermen have adapted by pivoting to tourism as an alternative revenue source, offering boat tours and learning activities. Dasta helped them by building the riverfront area and learning space for tourists.

In fiscal 2024, the community welcomed over 3,700 tourists, generating 447,209 baht revenue.

In fiscal 2025, which ended in September, it served only 2,401 visitors, but earned higher revenue of 521,780 baht.

Chiang Khan fishery community is among the 11 designated tourism communities in Loei under the supervision of the Dasta.

In 2025, all destinations posted a total of 10.5 million baht revenue, a 27.1% increase year-on-year, from 46,527 visitors.
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                                Foreign data centre operators eager to expand their businesses to Thailand can start buying clean power under the state's direct power purchase agreement (PPA) scheme in December of this year, says the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC).
Authorities are keen to launch a pilot direct PPA scheme because it facilitates trade between power companies and their clients, which is a key factor for investors considering development of data centres in Thailand.

Peer-to-peer power trade in the renewables category remains banned in the country, but under a direct PPA, power producers can directly sell electricity to buyers.

Later this month, data centre operators will be given details of the direct PPA, including electricity prices and trade regulations, before the scheme is approved by the Energy Policy Administration Committee next month for a launch in December, said Poonpat Leesombatpiboon, secretary-general of the ERC.

"A public hearing is being held from Oct 3-10, with adjustments expected later for investment issues," he said.

Participants in the direct PPA must be data centre operators granted investment incentives from the Board of Investment (BoI).

Many investors have applied for the investment privileges. Between 2022 and 2024, up to 27 data centre and cloud services projects were submitted to the board for approval, according to the BoI.

Implementation of the direct PPA scheme, with power generation capacity of 2 gigawatts, will extend beyond the Eastern Economic Corridor, as officials seek locations with adequate renewable energy generation and transmission infrastructure to support the initiative, said Mr Poonpat.

Solar energy will be prioritised for the scheme due to its lower generation costs compared to other renewable sources, said ERC deputy secretary-general Kan Saengruang.

Clean electricity prices under the scheme should not be different from those under direct PPA schemes in Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines, he said.

The Thai government plans to pilot the direct PPA scheme for a few years before expanding it to other industries, including printed circuit boards, electronics, and electric vehicles, all of which need clean energy to run their businesses.
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                                The World Bank has urged Thailand to "play a new game", breaking free from the middle-income trap to unlock new growth engines.
Thailand must "dare to play a new game" if it wants to escape the middle-income trap and achieve high-income status by 2037, noted the global lender, calling for bold structural reforms, smarter investment in human capital, and a new economic model centred on innovation and competitiveness.

Speaking at the "Thailand Economic Outlook 2026" seminar, Melinda Good, division director for Thailand and Myanmar at the World Bank, said the nation's traditional growth engines, once hailed for transforming Thailand from a low-income agrarian economy into an upper-middle-income nation within a generation, have stalled for more than a decade.

"What got Thailand here will not get it there," Ms Good said.

"The growth model that once delivered success is no longer sufficient in a world driven by digital transformation, innovation, and fast-changing global dynamics."

She said Thailand's economy has struggled to sustain strong growth in recent years, with GDP expanding by only around 2% in 2025, well below the 5% annual rate needed to achieve high-income status by 2037.

Despite these challenges, the World Bank still believes Thailand has significant potential to regain momentum.

Ms Good urged the country to capitalise on its existing strengths including a strategic location in Southeast Asia, robust digital infrastructure, and a strong global reputation for quality products, channelling these advantages into five key future industries: digital services, advanced and green manufacturing, agribusiness ("Kitchen of the World"), sustainable and wellness tourism and the creative economy.

To unlock these growth engines, she said Thailand must focus on three versions of competitiveness: green, digital and services.

Ms Good said Thailand's structural transformation has been frozen for more than a decade, with the share of agricultural employment remaining high and the economy yet to transition meaningfully towards high-value manufacturing or technology-driven farming.

"Investment in flood management, water management and sustainable agriculture is just as crucial," she said. "For instance, Thailand's green water management initiatives in the Eastern Economic Corridor will yield long-term benefits for both sustainability and investment."

Ms Good said Thailand's investment in research and development (R&D) and education for future-ready skills remains far below that of economies that have successfully escaped the middle-income trap, such as South Korea, or rapidly advancing peers like Vietnam.

"Thailand already has many tools in place -- from widespread mobile broadband and PromptPay to the Thai ID system and growing foreign direct investment in data centres," she said. "However, while Thais are highly connected digitally, only about 5% possess intermediate-level digital skills."

Thailand's digital startups could attract as much as US$1.8 billion in venture capital annually. To seize this opportunity, the country must urgently invest in digital skill upgrades, said Ms Good.

She also emphasised the need to open up and enhance competitiveness in the services sector by removing regulatory bottlenecks, improving infrastructure and pursuing trade agreements with deeper commitments to services.

"Thailand's service sector remains more closed than many of its regional peers, even though it's among the fastest-growing sectors globally," said Ms Good.

"Liberalising this sector would attract more foreign investment and empower Thai entrepreneurs to compete in digital innovation."

Thailand has strong advantages in health and wellness tourism, while "green services" offer further potential to drive sustainable growth, she said.

"Thailand must turn global megatrends into opportunities, especially by going green, going digital, becoming the 'Kitchen of the World', leading in digital services and building high-value service sectors," said Ms Good.

In October 2026, Thailand is scheduled to host the IMF-World Bank Group annual meetings for the first time since 1991, where global investors and large corporations will gather to discuss precisely these challenges and opportunities, she said.
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                                The Finance Ministry is preparing to review tax deductions and exemptions as part of efforts to address concerns over public debt raised by credit rating agencies.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, the ministry is scheduled to review the medium-term fiscal framework (MTFF), which serves as the government's fiscal discipline guideline, in November.

Several issues are under consideration, including adjusting the criteria for various tax deductions (which do not require amendments to the Revenue Code), reviewing previously granted tax exemptions, and promoting the use of digital systems for tax filing.

"Although we have not yet made digital filing mandatory, I believe transitioning to a digital system -- while allowing exceptions for those with limited access -- will significantly expand our tax base and demonstrate the government's fiscal discipline," Mr Ekniti said on Thursday.

He said current deductions are too scattered and lack a clear framework. The ministry must set an annual ceiling for total deductions to define a clear maximum limit, he said.

The review is expected to be completed by November, and a study team is already working on it, said Mr Ekniti.

Improving tax deductions and abolishing certain tax exemptions would increase government revenue by a considerable extent, he said.

Regarding proposed revisions to tax deductions, Mr Ekniti said he was interested in the Stock Exchange of Thailand's proposal for an Individual Saving Account system.

Under this approach, individuals are allowed to choose their own investments within a specified limit -- whether in stocks, bonds or other instruments. This creates a personal investment framework, eliminating the need to constantly launch new products such as long-term equity funds (LTFs), retirement mutual funds or ESG funds, which often overlap.

He said all these could be combined into a single system, giving people greater flexibility and choice: some may prefer to invest in government bonds, others seeking higher risk can choose equities, while others may invest abroad.

Investors would have greater freedom to select products suiting their preferences and risk appetite.

"In the past, when the LTF scheme was introduced, everyone rushed to buy units just for tax benefits, but later many of those funds suffered losses. If people are allowed to choose where to invest independently, it would better match their interests and risk preferences," said Mr Ekniti.

These reforms are part of the MTFF revisions scheduled for November, aimed at addressing the government's debt overhang, he said.

Rating agencies adjusted Thailand's outlook due to three main concerns, including political issues, which the minister said are beyond the ministry's control.

The second issue is Thailand's economic growth potential, which the government aims to strengthen by focusing on human capital development and investment in new industries, such as data centres, digital technology and artificial intelligence (AI), areas in which Thailand can compete globally.

The third issue is public debt and the fiscal deficit. He said the government intends to examine the government's revenue structure to identify where the gaps or leakages lie, as well as review expenditures to determine which areas are overspending. 

The administration also wants to emphasise investment spending, said Mr Ekniti.

These steps are likely to be implemented within four months, he said.

The Revenue Department provides several tax deduction categories, covering both personal deductions and investment-related deductions supported by the government.

Examples include investments in Super Savings Fund units, which allow taxpayers to deduct up to 30% of their assessable income, not exceeding 200,000 baht a year; investments in ESG funds, deductible up to 30% of assessable income, not exceeding 300,000 baht; mortgage interest, deductible up to 100,000 baht; and life insurance premiums for policies with a minimum term of 10 years, deductible for the actual amount paid, not exceeding 100,000 baht.
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                                The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) have jointly initiated the "Internet Khon La Khrueng" co-payment scheme for mobile internet usage.
The scheme is primarily aimed at helping low-income elderly and disabled people to access the internet to upgrade their digital skills, according to Trairat Viriyasirikul, NBTC's acting secretary-general.

In addition, the NBTC has asked mobile phone service operators to help subsidise the cost of replacing mobile phones for these groups of people to support the scheme, which also aligns with its plan to shut down the Third Generation (3G) networks soon.

DES Minister Chaichanok Chidchob and his team recently held discussions with NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck and Mr Trairat on their organisations' collaboration to drive the economic recovery.

Mr Trairat said the planned co-payment scheme for mobile internet usage would complement the government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme.

The government's scheme will provide tools for micro-businesses, households and individuals to upskill digital learning to foster sales.

Mr Trairat said the Internet Khon La Khrueng project will be funded by the NBTC. Final details of the project have yet to be finished.

"There may be several million people targeted by the Internet Khon La Khrueng project. We're waiting for several targeted people from the Social Development and Human Security Ministry," Mr Trairat said.

Anyone can take part in digital skill training at NBTC's USO net centres nationwide for free.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the government's "Khon La Khrueng Plus" scheme was allocated 44 billion baht and is expected to bolster gross domestic product (GDP) in the fourth quarter of 2025.

Mr Ekniti said the ministry plans to allocate 10 billion baht from the Board of Investment to provide upskilling and reskilling training for people.

In principle, each of the courses would take around four months to complete.

The skills training courses cover several sectors, such as agriculture teaching, smart farming, automation, artificial intelligence (AI) and data analytics.

"The skills training programme is partly to help attract investment, as well as bridging the gap of the skills shortage when it comes to labour," Mr Ekniti said.

He said the programmes will directly serve the demand side rather than the supply side.
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                                The Thai government plans to improve the skills of 100,000 workers in an effort to align with modern technologies.
According to Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, speaking as head of the government's economic team, a major issue facing investors considering Thailand is the shortage of skilled labour.

He said on Thursday that the government will use the Competitiveness Enhancement Fund, which has a budget of 10 billion baht, to implement skills training programmes. The training will be demand-driven, based on market needs, rather than supply-driven, he said.

The Board of Investment (BOI) manages the fund and will coordinate with businesses holding investment promotion privileges to determine the types of labour skills they require, he added.

The BOI can collaborate with educational institutions to design standardised training programmes.

"Our goal is to improve the skills of 100,000 workers through training over four months so they can enter industrial sectors, addressing labour quality issues among investors," said Mr Ekniti.

The government also wants to help small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) adapt to new technologies. The BOI has a grant programme for SMEs seeking to transform their operations -- up to 20 million baht for small enterprises and up to 50 million for medium-sized enterprises.

However, the board requires SMEs to complete their investments prior to receiving the grant. As SMEs often face liquidity problems, he said he would request financial institutions provide bridge financing for SMEs undergoing a transformation.

The financial institutions will be guaranteed that once an SME's grant is approved, the lending institution will recover its loan, said Mr Ekniti.

Given these liquidity constraints, the government plans to ask the Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation to provide loan guarantees to help SMEs access financing more easily.

Moreover, the government is launching a "Big Brother Helping Little Brother" initiative. Large corporations that purchase goods from SMEs will be allowed to deduct 1.5-2 times the expenses from their taxable income, encouraging them to purchase more from SMEs.

Mr Ekniti said the Thai economy is "trapped" due to four issues:


	Low economic growth: Since 2017, growth has averaged less than 2% annually, keeping the country in the middle-income trap and preventing it from advancing to high-income status. A key reason is low investment, as before 1997 investment accounted for up to 40% of gross domestic product (GDP), but after 1997 it fell to only 20%.

	Labour skills: As Thailand transitions to an ageing society, with more than 20% of the population 60 or older, there are also widespread skills shortages among the workforces.

	Technology upgrades: Rapid technological changes over the past three to four years have made it difficult for industries to keep pace.

	Debt: Household debt exceeds 80% of GDP, while government public debt tallies 64% of GDP, approaching critical limits with the ceiling set at 70%.



He said to address low investment, the BOI will set clearer targets for promoting modern industries such as data centres, semiconductors, artificial intelligence (AI) and bio-circular and green industries, leveraging Thailand's strong agricultural base, as well as electric vehicle industries.

Regarding household debt, Mr Ekniti said the government will use part of the remaining 26 billion baht from the "Khun Soo Rao Chuay" (You Fight, We Help) debt relief programme, allocating roughly 10 billion baht to purchase non-performing consumer debts from financial institutions.

Bangkok Commercial Asset Management Plc and Sukhumvit Asset Management were selected to help restructure these debts, allowing borrowers to continue making payments. This debt relief programme is expected to be launched within one month, he said.
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                  Thai Supreme Court cuts Philip Morris tax evasion fine                

                Tobacco multinational's conviction for under-declaring prices more than 20 years ago upheld
              

                                The Supreme Court of Thailand on Thursday cut the fine imposed on a local unit of the tobacco multinational Philip Morris for evading tax on imported cigarettes from 130 million baht to 20 million baht.
The case, first filed in 2017, centred on accusations that Philip Morris Thailand under-declared prices for cigarettes imported from Indonesia in 2002 and 2003.

A lower court handed down the original 130-million-baht penalty in 2020 to the local unit of the company, which owns the Marlboro and L&M brands.

The Court of Appeal in 2023 ordered that the fine be reduced, and asked the Customs Department to calculate a new fine rate. At that point, Philip Morris said it would appeal to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court on Thursday found Philip Morris Thailand guilty of avoiding tax, but reduced its fine to about 20 million baht, according to a court official.

The court also reaffirmed decisions by lower courts to drop charges against a former Philip Morris employee.

Nhu Ngoc Diep, the head of the Thai operations of Philip Morris, said in a statement that the company disagreed with aspects of the decision and maintained it had "consistently complied with local and international law".

"We look forward to putting this matter behind us," she added.

The company previously faced legal action over allegations that it evaded hundreds of millions of dollars in import tax on cigarettes from the Philippines between 2003 and 2006.
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                  Ferrari gears up to launch first EV                

                Supercar maker says petrol and hybrid vehicles would still predominate
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                                Ferrari has showcased the technology behind its first electric vehicle but said on Thursday that petrol and hybrid vehicles would remain at the heart of its supercar lineup until 2030.
The electric car will be called the Elettrica and is due to go on sale last next year. In an event at its Maranello headquarters in northern Italy, Ferrari revealed the Elettrica's production-ready chassis: a car base, with battery pack and electric motors -- though with no wheels or outer shell for the moment.

The Elettrica will have four motors, one on each wheel, delivering the equivalent of more than 1,000 horsepower, the company said.

The five-seater -- another first for Ferrari -- will sit low to the ground and reach 100 kilometres per hour in 2.5 seconds, with a top speed of 310 kph.

The car's range will be above 530km on a full charge, comparable to a standard Tesla Model Y. Pricing has not been disclosed.

The unveiling of the inner workings of Ferrari's first EV marks a milestone for the auto industry that is grappling more widely with a transition from the internal combustion engine to the electric battery.

But Ferrari also shifted to a less ambitious approach to electrification. It now aims for a 2030 lineup made up of 40% internal combustion engine (ICE) models, 40% hybrids and 20% fully electric. This marks a change from its 2022 plan, which had targeted 40% EVs, 40% hybrids and 20% ICE models in 2030.

Ferrari said it would launch an average of four new models per year between 2026 and 2030, maintaining the steady rhythm that has helped it stimulate the interest of its wealthy clients and grow its customer base.

"With the new Ferrari Elettrica, we once again affirm our will to progress by uniting the discipline of technology, the creativity of design and the craft of manufacturing," Ferrari chairman John Elkann said. (Story continues below)
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The Elettrica complements Ferrari's traditional petrol and newer hybrid models. All strategic EV components -- including high-voltage battery packs, e-axles and inverters -- are developed and produced in-house at Ferrari's new "e-building" facility in Maranello.

Sources told Reuters earlier this year that Ferrari does not plan to launch a second EV before 2028, citing weak demand for high-performance electric luxury cars.

Ferrari said its active client base has grown by around 20% since 2022, reaching 90,000. To deepen engagement, it plans to open new "Tailor Made" centres in Tokyo and Los Angeles in 2027 to help customers to add personal touches to their vehicles.

It reaffirmed its lifestyle strategy expansion, with flagship stores planned in London and New York in 2026, and a broader range of luxury goods and experiences for both owners and fans of the brand.
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                  German influencers face tax-dodging crackdown                

                Online stars say they're easy targets compared to big fish, tax officials say it's just about fairness
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                                FRANKFURT, Germany - They could soon be unboxing fines rather than freebies -- Germany's online influencers are facing a tax evasion crackdown that has left them screaming OMG!
The issue hit the headlines after the country's most populous state announced a specialised unit of investigators was probing influencer tax dodging on a massive scale.

They are assessing a stash of some 6,000 data records from social media platforms that point to unpaid taxes on everything from earnings from views to advertising products.

"We know that there is a lot of money circulating right now," Stephanie Thien, head of the state office for combating financial crime in North-Rhine Westphalia, told AFP.

"And we also know that not all of it is being taxed properly."

Like elsewhere, the number of influencers on platforms like TikTok and Instagram has exploded in Europe's top economy in recent years.

According to the German Association for the Digital Economy, the amount of money that companies spend on influencer marketing rose from 223 million euros ($262 million) in 2019 to 477 million euros in 2022.

For some teens who become overnight sensations by cracking jokes or pulling pranks online, failing to pay taxes is a simple error.

"There have been cases where people come to us and say, I've been doing this for two or three years, but I've never thought about taxes," Christian Gebert, head of the tax advisory firm Steuerberaten.de, told AFP.

"Many influencers achieve success quickly, and at the start, they often lack proper tax arrangements", added Gebert, whose firm counts many creators among its clients.

'Serious crime'

But there are others who seek to evade paying tax by under-declaring their earnings, or not making a declaration at all.

A common trick is pretending to relocate overseas -- Dubai is a popular choice -- to avoid high tax rates at home, and then in reality spending most of the time in Germany.

It is these cases of intentional evasion that North Rhine-Westphalia is targeting.

Thien said her office was "truly targeting serious financial crime, the big cases".

Even before the launch of the recent campaign, the state was already conducting criminal proceedings against about 200 influencers based there -- with some accused of underpaying their taxes by millions of euros.

Other German tax authorities are getting in on the act, with the city-state of Hamburg and the state of Thuringia among those conducting probes.

Such investigations are tricky because of the numerous ways to earn money online.

These range from getting paid by for clicks and views, to payments from brands for product placement, and earning commissions when followers buy promoted items.

It is also common for influencers to receive gifts, from hotel rooms to flights, in exchange for promoting businesses.

'Pure disaster'

But all theses earnings could be subject to tax -- including income, business or sales tax -- and it is up to creators to navigate bureaucracy-loving Germany's complex web of rules.

Alex Schoenen, who runs an agency that supports up-and-coming TikTok creators, said that authorities had not done enough to explain rules that were "far too complex".

They should run more information campaigns, including on social media, said Schoenen, who is himself a popular influencer on TikTok under the handle "Der_Typ_ist_anders" ('That guy is different').

"What I've witnessed in the past three years has been a pure disaster," he told AFP, saying he felt many young people were badly advised by tax consultants.

Even before North Rhine-Westphalia's probe hit the headlines, there was growing debate about influencers being targeted.

In an episode of the German podcast Das A&O vom Kaffequatsch earlier this year, hosted by influencers Anahita Rehbein and Olivia von Platen, the pair took a break from their usual topics of motherhood and lifestyle to talk taxes with two experts.

Von Platen said that a tax official had told her: "Influencers are the new top targets for the tax office because they're the easiest to 'take down'".

Authorities say their aim is simply to ensure people pay their taxes fairly.

"It is very important that our tax system is there to enable the state to fulfil its obligations for the common good," said Thien.

"We are interested in tax justice."
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                                Same-day delivery has become the latest battleground for both competitive e-commerce and express delivery sectors.
KEX Express (Thailand) Plc, an express parcel delivery firm, recently introduced a same-day delivery service.

Meanwhile, the Logistech Association Thailand is urging regulators to tell e-commerce platforms to allow sellers to have their own options for delivery providers.

A need for speed

KEX's same-day service covers Bangkok and surrounding provinces, including Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Sakhon and Samut Prakan.

The service includes the urgent delivery of snacks, fruit and important documents.

The service also meets the needs of e-commerce businesses, such as sellers of gadgets or electronic devices whose customers often require immediate use of the products, as well as small businesses looking to differentiate themselves and better cater to the demands of modern consumers.

Stephen Bao, chief operating officer of KEX Express (Thailand), told the Bangkok Post the same-day service is not meant to compete with any specific player.

"Our focus has always been on delivering the highest service quality and value to our customers," he said.

"We recognise the growing demand from both individual and corporate clients for greater speed, reliability and flexibility, and our same-day service is designed to meet that evolving need."

This service is part of KEX's broader direction to elevate its service portfolio -- moving beyond standard delivery towards premium, time-definite and customised logistics solutions, said Mr Bao.

J&T Express offers J&T Super as a premium delivery service for fast and secure parcel shipments within a guaranteed time frame, with same-day delivery available in Bangkok.

If a parcel arrives later than promised, customers can immediately request a refund for the shipping fee upon receiving it.

Lazada offers a priority delivery service within 24 hours for sellers, covering major provinces, but the merchants need to use its delivery fleet.

Shopee has same-day delivery in Bangkok and suburban areas, and the sellers can use their preferred fleet.

According to TikTok's new rules effective as of Oct 1, sellers are required to send products to customers on a same-day basis for orders placed before noon.

If they fail to do so, points will be deducted. TikTok is giving sellers a one-month grace period to adjust to the new rule.

Kongkrit Lawlertratana, head of marketing commercial at Shopee Thailand, said it is focusing on increasing the speed of delivery times.

The company offers instant delivery within four hours on the same day by leveraging its ShopeeFood riders.

FAIR COMPETITION

Sutthikead Chantarachairoj, president of the Logistech Association Thailand, told the Bangkok Post that same-day delivery service benefits consumers, though it puts pressure on merchants. If they fail to deliver on the same day as promised, the platforms might deduct points. This approach could coerce sellers to use the platforms' fleets or those of their partners.

He said e-commerce platforms have a large volume of parcels and prefer to use their own fleets to gain a better profit margin for fullfilment and delivery service.

"You may notice how many delivery providers are still operating compared with 3-4 years ago," he said.

Mr Sutthikead said the association has been working with the House of Representatives' Committee on Economic Development to coordinate with the Electronic Transactions Development Agency and the Trade Competition Commission to address unfair issues in the digital platform industry.

Sellers should be free to choose their preferred delivery providers, while minimum and maximum pricing for shipping fees and platform service charges should be set, he said.

When major sellers pay for advertising on e-commerce platforms, the payment goes overseas, not to a Thai location, resulting in a loss of opportunity to gain additional tax revenue, said Mr Sutthikead.
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                                Despite the change in government, the Phu Kradueng cable car project is expected to proceed as scheduled and be completed by late 2027 or early 2028, as construction design firms have already been contracted, according to the Designated Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration (Dasta).
[image: ]

Dasta director Siripakorn Cheawsamoot said the long-awaited cable car project is proceeding as planned.

Tesco Limited and Chulalongkorn University signed the contract for construction design with a 20-million-baht budget on Sept 30, covering Oct 1, 2025 to June 27, 2026.

Mr Siripakorn said more than five contractors proposed bids.

Tesco was selected because of its expertise in laying high-voltage poles and experience in working with both the public and private sectors, he said.

Chulalongkorn University is set to supervise the government regulations and is studying the project's potential impact.

The study and design masterplan should be ready to propose to the cabinet for approving the construction by late 2026.

The construction cost is estimated at 1 billion baht, handling 32 cabins with eight people per car along the 4.4-kilometre route.

The cable car project will help improve waste and tourism management at Phu Kradueng National Park, while the limit of daily visitors would still be restricted to no more than 5,000, he said.

At present, there are 80,000 annual visitors or an average of 200 visitors a day at the park.

Phu Kradueng National Park welcomed 64,687 visitors in 2025, earning 5.38 million baht in revenue.

Over 83% of visitors were under 40 and most of them chose to stay overnight.

Mr Siripakorn said the cable car could help increase tourist spending in Loei to over 3,600 baht per trip, from 2,500 baht today.

The Loei Chamber of Commerce urged related authorities to plan ahead for the post-opening, such as hiring experts to manage the cable car, and increasing the budget for national park officers.

It needs to improve transport from other districts to Phu Kradueng.

TOP 100 DESTINATION

Dasta is also drafting plans to enhance tourism in Chiang Khan, as the community was listed among 10 Thai destinations in the "Green Destinations Top 100 Stories Awards 2025".

Channarong Wongla, secretary of Hug Chiang Khan community, said the group aims to promote its fishery and agricultural activities as well as raise awareness about environmental impact on the Mekong River.

For a decade, the Mekong River has withered due to dam constructions in China and Laos.

Fish species were reduced to fewer than 50 from more than 115, affecting fishery jobs in Chiang Khan.

Fishermen have adapted by pivoting to tourism as an alternative revenue source, offering boat tours and learning activities. Dasta helped them by building the riverfront area and learning space for tourists.

In fiscal 2024, the community welcomed over 3,700 tourists, generating 447,209 baht revenue.

In fiscal 2025, which ended in September, it served only 2,401 visitors, but earned higher revenue of 521,780 baht.

Chiang Khan fishery community is among the 11 designated tourism communities in Loei under the supervision of the Dasta.

In 2025, all destinations posted a total of 10.5 million baht revenue, a 27.1% increase year-on-year, from 46,527 visitors.
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        Amnesty hopes rise
        The House of Representatives made good progress in pushing for the long-awaited amnesty bill this month. The bill, which is now known as the "peace-building legislation", was submitted early this month to the Lower House.

      

      
        History beyond race, ultra-nationalism
        The hall fell silent as the 87-year-old anthropologist began to speak. His voice was weak, punctuated by pauses to catch his breath, yet every word carried the weight of decades of scholarship.

      

      
        Postal services still lead the way
        World Post Day, observed every year on Oct 9, was proclaimed by the 1969 Universal Postal Congress in Tokyo to mark the anniversary of the founding of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1874 in Berne. Across 192 UPU member countries, the day is celebrated through the launch of new products, the opening of postal facilities, employee recognition, and community engagement.

      

      
        Ease border tensions
        In response to Cambodia's failure to submit a plan for repatriating its citizens living in three disputed areas, including Nong Chan, in Sa Kaeo province, the Thai army has indicated it will boycott the forthcoming Regional Border Committee (RBC) meeting with Cambodia, scheduled to take place in Poi Pet on Friday and Saturday.

      

      
        Thai and Omani bridge builders
        On the 45th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of Thailand and the Sultanate of Oman, last week, the Royal Thai Embassy in Muscat and the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Oman convened a workshop that transcended mere commemoration. It became a working session on how two middle-power nations, distant in geography but close in outlook, can turn shared...
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            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Amnesty hopes rise								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
													
												
												[image: Amnesty hopes rise]
											
																					

									

																The House of Representatives made good progress in pushing for the long-awaited amnesty bill this month. The bill, which is now known as the "peace-building legislation", was submitted early this month to the Lower House.
It aims to grant an amnesty to those who are charged or penalised for their political activities. The second and third readings are expected before the parliamentary session ends later this month. The scrutiny can also resume when the House reconvenes in early December. The bill has a chance to become law before the Lower House is dissolved early next year.

This bill is inclusive, as it incorporates proposals from various parties and civic groups. However, it still excludes offences related to the sensitive Section 112, also known as the lese majeste law.

Essentially, the bill seeks to erase offenders' criminal records once they are granted an amnesty. This draft law also adjusts the time frame for politically motivated offences, such as political protest campaigns, to cover incidents that occurred from 2003 to July of this year, rather than the 2003-2022 duration.

This draft law also prevents state agencies and enterprises from seeking compensation resulting from the actions of offenders.

Interestingly, the bill aims to extend the list of offences to cover cases involving religious crimes, as well as breaches of laws governing parties and elections, including those involving members of parliament and senators. However, the amnesty will not cover those guilty of poll fraud, including lying about qualifications to make themselves eligible as election candidates, violating the Referendum Act, and a series of executive orders issued by juntas.

Under the legislation, a nine-member panel will be formed to review individual lawsuits. The panel's decision will be considered final. With the prime minister as chairman, the panel will comprise various sectors and ministries, such as the justice minister, the secretary-general of the National Human Rights Commission, including human rights experts, and a civil society specialist in conflict resolution.

At a glance, several clauses of the bill offer hope that the dream of political reconciliation is approaching. Yet the elephant in the room is that Section 112 is excluded from amnesty.

Without an update, Section 112 -- along with its loopholes and disproportionate sentences -- will only widen the division and invite criticism against the monarchy that this law is meant to protect.

The People's Party has been lobbying parliament to include lese majeste offenders under 18 years old charged under this legislation, but such prospects are quite dim, as not many parties, and above all, the Upper House, support the idea.

By overlooking this, parliament appears to fall short in its support for real and meaningful political reconciliation.

However, for the past 15 years, successive parliaments have attempted to pass an amnesty law. Now that the chance has finally arrived, lawmakers must seize the opportunity to make the amnesty law attain its noble and ambitious goal.
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																The hall fell silent as the 87-year-old anthropologist began to speak. His voice was weak, punctuated by pauses to catch his breath, yet every word carried the weight of decades of scholarship.
Srisakra Vallibhotama had devoted his life to studying the lands and peoples of what is now Thailand, and he was determined to set the record straight.

"The textbook Thai history is deeply flawed," he said, his voice steady despite his frailty. "It needs to change."

For generations, official narratives have narrowed Thai history to past kings, dynasties, and wars. They present Thailand as a land of one race -- the "Thai" -- said to have migrated from the Altai Mountains in China, founded Sukhothai as the first Thai kingdom, and triumphed over others.

"This is false," he said flatly. "It creates the illusion of a pure Thai race, which doesn't exist. It bypasses the cultural and ethnic diversity of the land. And it makes local histories invisible."

That myth, promoted under Field Marshal Plaek Pibunsongkram's fascist regime along Hitler's racial schemes, still poisons the present. It fuels ultra-nationalism, oppresses other ethnic groups, deepens divisions, and inflames the Thai-Cambodian conflict.
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"We need a new way of looking at our history," Mr Srisakra stressed.

Instead of dynasties and wars, he urged us to read Thai history and understand past developments through geography and trade routes that shaped natural wealth, settlement, and economic prosperity.

His rare public talk on Ayutthaya, at the recent launch of his new book The Origin of Siam, edited by Walailak Songsiri of the Sit Srisakra Publishing House, was also a chance to dismantle the myths that distort how Thais see themselves.

"To understand Ayutthaya, we need to look at what came before," he began.

Archaeology shows that people had settled and farmed in the Chao Phraya basin since prehistoric times. The pre-Sukhothai world was also dynamic, shaped by shifting centres of power and cultural exchange.

From the 6th to 10th centuries, the Dvaravati civilisation spread Mon Buddhist culture across the Central Plain through maritime and inland trade. The city-states were independent but interconnected through trade, religion, marriage, and kinship. There were no unified kingdoms yet.

In the Northeast, thriving iron and salt industries supported dryland city-states closely linked to Khmer power. At the height of Angkor power, its influence reached Siam, with Khmer-style still dotting many places in Thailand today.

But, Mr Srisakra stressed, that did not mean old Siam was directly ruled by Angkor in the Western colonial sense. Power in Southeast Asia worked differently. City-states remained autonomous, allied to great centres like Angkor through marriage, kinship, and cultural exchange. The temples show artistic influence, not subjugation.

To the south, cross-peninsular maritime trade with India and China carried goods, arts, and people from faraway lands -- adding more strands to the region's cultural fabric.

This trade shaped Siam more deeply than Khmer power ever did. It spread Theravada Buddhism across the land. The relic worship that arrived in ancient times remains at the heart of the faith today.

"Siam is the name of the land," he stressed. "Foreign seafarers had known this place since ancient times as part of Suvarnabhumi, the Golden Land. Rich in resources, anyone who came here became wealthy."

Suvarnabhumi, mentioned in records since Ashoka's time in the 3rd century BCE, covered the peninsula, mainland, and archipelagos. When seafarers arrived, they found thriving city-states rich in resources and a convenient passage east. "They called the people Siamese, after the land."

"Thanks to maritime trade, this land was alive, this land was alive with diverse communities long before Tai-speaking people arrived," he added.

But the Pibun regime needed an origin myth. To fuel ultranationalism, it changed the country's name from Siam to Thailand in 1939, turning Tai into Thai, and claimed the Thai race migrated here from Altai to found the nation.

"This is also false," he declared.

Tai is a language, not a race. The ethnic groups that speak Tai are concentrated in southern China. Some later migrated south into Vietnam, Laos and northern Siam, bringing rice-growing know-how, water management, the Sky God belief, the bronze drum, and most importantly, the Tai language. It later became the common tongue linking diverse ethnic groups together, creating a bond of being Siamese.

When Sukhothai was founded in the mid-13th century, it was just one city-state among many. Lavo (Lopburi) was shaped by Khmer culture, while Suphanburi was shaped by Mon Buddhist Dvaravati roots.

By starting Thailand's story with Sukhothai, the state erased other centres of civilisation, stripping locals of their ancient cultural roots and pride.

Worse still, declaring the Thai race the sole owner of the land has bred discrimination and oppression against other ethnic groups, although many had lived here long before the Tai-speakers arrived.

"The Tais were just one among diverse ethnic groups in Siam," Mr Srisakra said. "We can't overlook the others who had long existed in this land."

Like much of Southeast Asia, power in Siam shifted between loosely connected city-states bound by kinship and marriage rather than outright conquest.

So what explains Ayutthaya's rise?

"Maritime trade," he replied. As river silt built up and the coastline shifted, old ports declined while Ayutthaya surged.

"Its location and the new trade routes gave Ayutthaya its power. It became an international port city, open to outsiders. Old records speak of 40,000 floating houses, rivers flowing to the new centre from every direction."

Geography, river systems, and trade dynamics -- these were the forces that shaped Siam's towns and their growth, he stressed.

Ayutthaya was cosmopolitan. Its kings hired foreigners not just in trade and administration. After conquering Angkor and annexing Lavo and Suphanburi, Ayutthaya absorbed their peoples and cultures, becoming the new powerhouse.

At its peak, some records say Ayutthaya was more populous than London, he said. A city of waterways, migration and commerce, its strength lay not in blood or race, but in geography, diversity and economy.

Even its legends show this. The popular Soi Dok Mak folktale of a local girl and a Chinese prince reflects how Ayutthaya grew through encounters between outsiders and locals, through marriages between merchants and townswomen. Since the dok mak flower is tied to Cham culture, Mr Srisakra suggested the heroine may have been Cham, not Chinese -- another sign of the land's deep pluralism.

This is not the story told in classrooms. Schools still drill dynasties and wars, pushing the myth of Thai supremacy. That myth fuels toxic nationalism, a handy tool for politicians eager to tighten control.

Some scholars counter with DNA studies, showing so-called "Thais" share ancestry with Mons, Khmers and others. But Mr Srisakra brushed that aside.

"The Mons, the Khmer and other ethnicities have long lived in this land. That's a historical fact. There were no borders. People intermingled, intermarried, became relatives. There's no need to look at DNA."

Besides, he warned, DNA risks dividing more than uniting.

At 87, his conviction does not falter. After a lifetime of studying this land and its peoples, his message is clear: debunk the lies of textbook history. Thailand's strength lies not in false purity, but in enduring diversity.

National identity, he said, is not biology. "It's not race. It's not DNA. It's the shared consciousness and collective memory of diverse peoples living on the same land.

"We need to remember Siam as it was -- plural, open, alive with exchanges. If we do, our hearts will open, no longer trapped by prejudice and hate. Only then can we be free from toxic nationalism."
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																World Post Day, observed every year on Oct 9, was proclaimed by the 1969 Universal Postal Congress in Tokyo to mark the anniversary of the founding of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1874 in Berne. Across 192 UPU member countries, the day is celebrated through the launch of new products, the opening of postal facilities, employee recognition, and community engagement.
This year's UPU theme -- #PostForPeople: Local Service. Global Reach -- underscores the enduring role of postal services in connecting people and communities, both locally and across borders. When we mark this day, it is worth pausing to ask: how do we really perceive the "post office" today?

For many, the image remains one of handwritten letters and long queues at wooden counters. Yet in the Asia-Pacific -- home to nearly 60% of the world's population and about half of global mail and parcel volumes -- that image is rapidly fading.

From Nauru, with a single post office, to India, with 165,000, the region is extraordinarily diverse. But all postal operators face a common challenge: transforming legacy infrastructure into engines of innovation, inclusion, and resilience. Encouragingly, many have already begun this transformation. The postal sector is undergoing one of the most profound public-service evolutions of the 21st century.

Over the past two and a half years as Secretary-General of the Asian-Pacific Postal Union (APPU) in Bangkok, I have witnessed this transformation first-hand. Posts are emerging not merely as carriers of mail, but as facilitators of digital public services, drivers of financial inclusion, and even champions of climate resilience. Their evolution can be seen through three interconnected transitions -- digital, inclusive, and green.

Digital transformation

Postal networks are embracing digitalisation to remain relevant in an e-commerce-driven, data-centric global economy. They are evolving from purely physical networks to dynamic digital, or "phygital", platforms.

India Post has digitally networked all its offices and is rolling out a Digital Address Code that could transform last-mile delivery, emergency response, and e-commerce logistics -- particularly in remote or unstructured settlements. In Mongolia, where traditional addressing systems often fail, Mongol Post has adopted geospatial solutions such as what3words to serve even nomadic communities.

Elsewhere, Post Malaysia is leveraging smart lockers and digital booking systems to support e-commerce. Thailand Post's own e-marketplace, ThailandPostMart, links local sellers with buyers at home and abroad. Japan Post employs AI-powered route optimisation and predictive delivery systems to boost efficiency and service quality.

Inclusive transformation

The second shift is about ensuring that no one is left behind.

In Sri Lanka, the Post has long served as a financial lifeline -- facilitating pensions and remittances and, in partnership with the National Savings Bank, offering basic banking nationwide. This role proved crucial during the recent economic crisis, when postal counters remained open even as banks closed.

In India, the India Post Payments Bank has brought basic banking services to more than 60 million people. Rural postal workers, known as Gramin Dak Sevaks, use smartphones and biometric devices to serve the elderly, the unbanked, and the digitally excluded. Bangladesh Post and Bhutan Post also offer agent-based banking and mobile remittance services to reach low-income and remote populations.

In Japan, the Mimamori ("Watch Over") service enables postal workers to check on elderly citizens and help them stay connected with distant family members -- a simple yet compassionate initiative.

During crises and disasters, postal networks have often proved indispensable. During the pandemic, they ensured delivery of relief materials, vaccines, and medical supplies when other channels faltered. In the Solomon Islands, the postal network supports emergency logistics and acts as an information hub in areas with limited internet access.

Green transformation

Postal operators are also advancing a green transition.

Japan Post operates one of the region's largest fleets of low-emission vehicles. Thailand Post is rapidly introducing electric vehicles, while Australia Post has pledged to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Many postal services are installing solar panels at major facilities. In the Pacific, Fiji Post and several island nations are exploring off-grid solar solutions to enhance energy resilience and reduce reliance on diesel.

These efforts demonstrate that postal services can lead climate-smart transitions -- an essential step for a sector that reaches every community, including those most exposed to climate risks.

This progress is remarkable, given that many Posts still face ageing infrastructure, funding constraints, and the need for workforce reskilling. Yet they remain the most trusted state presence in many underserved areas.

Collaboration is key. This is where the Asian-Pacific Postal Union, an intergovernmental body of 32 member countries, plays a crucial role.

Small island nations benefit from the experience of larger economies, while resource-smart solutions pioneered in Bhutan and the Pacific offer lessons in adaptability.

As we look ahead, we must recognise Posts not as relics of the past but as public infrastructure for the future.

With their unmatched reach, credibility, and service ethos, they are uniquely positioned to adapt to new realities.

Across the Asia-Pacific, this transformation is already well underway. It is time we acknowledged and supported it.

Vinaya Prakash Singh is Secretary General of Asian-Pacific Postal Union.
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																In response to Cambodia's failure to submit a plan for repatriating its citizens living in three disputed areas, including Nong Chan, in Sa Kaeo province, the Thai army has indicated it will boycott the forthcoming Regional Border Committee (RBC) meeting with Cambodia, scheduled to take place in Poi Pet on Friday and Saturday.
Thailand had required that its neighbour submit its plan by yesterday, ahead of Friday's evacuation deadline, as set by the Sa Kaeo governor following a series of confrontations between Cambodian protesters and Thai crowd control personnel last month.

The latter resorted to tear gas and rubber bullets as the protest turned rowdy, with accusations made that Phnom Penh was using "human shield" tactics.

It's understood that the Cambodian villagers are originally those who fled the civil war in the 1970s and took shelter at Nong Chan, which was designated as Camp 511.

When the war was over three decades later, these Cambodians did not return to their homeland, while their families had largely extended. It's reported that about 200 Cambodian families are living on an area spanning over 190 rai of land.

The Nong Chan problem had lingered on for decades until August, when it suddenly escalated into a conflict hotspot, following the violent clashes between the two armies in Surin and other areas in southern Isan provinces. The area drew the attention of some ultra-nationalist Thais who demanded tough action against the long-standing land occupation, threatening local authorities that they would face Section 157, which penalises state officials for dereliction of duty.

Then there is the issue of geography. It should be noted that all information and infographics on the Nong Chan issue are provided by the Thai army, which insists that the hotspot, as well as portions of land in Nong Ya Kaeo and Ta Phraya districts, are located on Thai soil. However, some scholars say there are some overlapping claim areas that need to be verified.

Only yesterday, Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree, the Royal Thai Army's spokesperson, acknowledged on the army's official webpage that a small land plot on Cambodian soil could be occupied by Thais for farming.

The question is: Why not thoroughly verify such claims or doubts before taking harsh action? Boycotting the meeting may not be in Thailand's best interests. The Thai authorities must maintain open lines of communication, join the RBC, and continue to press for their demands. Any differences should be settled at the negotiating table.

At least, when Defence Minister Natthaphon Narkphanich attended the General Border Committee meeting in Koh Kong last month, he expressed his confidence that the Nong Chan issue could be managed in the mutual interest of both parties. This is only possible if both sides are willing to move forward.

Expelling people who have lived in specific areas for generations could prove too difficult. Academic experts have suggested that other practical options should be explored, such as land swaps, following a successful model practised by Thailand and Malaysia decades ago.

It's time for Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to exercise his leadership and stop making short-term gains through ultranationalist measures. Such acts are driven by a hope for popularity, which pushes the country nowhere. He must provide proper guidelines to local authorities, ensuring that they keep all bilateral mechanisms in place.
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																On the 45th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of Thailand and the Sultanate of Oman, last week, the Royal Thai Embassy in Muscat and the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Oman convened a workshop that transcended mere commemoration. It became a working session on how two middle-power nations, distant in geography but close in outlook, can turn shared principles -- dialogue, moderation, and trust -- into practical pathways for peace and stability.
Diplomats, scholars, and officials from across Omani institutions joined the dialogue, trading lessons and perspectives. The workshop revealed that Thailand and Oman may walk different paths, but both consistently choose "bridges over walls".

Thailand's foreign policy rests on peaceful coexistence, balance, and dialogue. Its record in peace diplomacy is tangible. Along its 2,400-kilometre border with Myanmar, Bangkok has combined "quiet diplomacy" with "humanitarian diplomacy", encouraging dialogue and contributing to the 2015 Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement. Even when isolation seemed easier, Thailand sustained engagement.

As Myanmar's immediate neighbour, Thailand pursues three tracks: bilateral management of cross-border realities with Nay Pyi Taw; support for Asean's Five-Point Consensus and humanitarian delivery through the AHA Centre; and informal consultations among neighbouring countries, held in New Delhi, Chiang Mai, Bangkok, and Anning. Looking ahead towards the forthcoming elections, all stakeholders must ensure that they will be "part and parcel" of a broader peace process that delivers tangible dividends to the people.

Thailand also played a historic role in Cambodia, helping shepherd negotiations that led to the 1991 Paris Peace Agreements and later championing the concept of "from battlefield to marketplace." This trajectory -- from refugee relief and back-channel talks, to peace accords and then to economic connectivity under ACMECS -- illustrates a core Thai conviction: prosperity and peace reinforce each other when borders become bridges.

A signature Thai contribution highlighted at the workshop was Track II diplomacy. Founded in Bangkok in 2010 by H.E. Dr Surakiart Sathirathai, the Asian Peace and Reconciliation Council (APRC) convenes former leaders, diplomats, academics, and civil society to open discreet channels where official talks stall.

Its initiatives have included de-escalation discussions in the South China Sea, efforts to address ethnic conflict in Rakhine State, and support for inclusive dialogue in Myanmar. The APRC also stands ready to assist with Thailand-Cambodia border issues. Quiet success rarely makes headlines; preventing escalation often looks like nothing happened. But that is exactly the point of Track II diplomacy.

Oman, renowned for the maxim "friend to all, enemy to none," brings a complementary tradition of principled mediation in a volatile neighbourhood. Recent engagement by His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres underscored Oman's constructive role in Yemen and support for channels of communication with Iran -- further evidence of Muscat's steady hand in regional de-escalation.

Together, Thailand and Oman demonstrate how middle powers can do outsized things when they stay patient, principled, and pragmatic.

This possible joint effort for peacebuilding is complemented by a concrete friendship and economic partnership. Thai companies have earned Omani trust: PTT Exploration and Production in major onshore oil and gas fields, Gulf Energy at the Duqm Integrated Power and Water Project, Thai hospitality brands such as Dusit, Centara, and Anantara, and even Cafe Amazon now serving Omani patrons.

Flows run both ways. Oman's strengths in gas, petrochemicals, and fisheries complement Thai needs, while Thai expertise in aquaculture, healthcare, and services supports Oman's Vision 2040. More than 100,000 Omani visitors to Thailand each year -- many for world-class medical and wellness services -- anchor policy in human experience.

Areas of possible cooperation are plenty. Training young diplomats is a promising area for deeper exchange. Cooperation between Thailand's Foreign Service Institute and Oman's Diplomatic Academy can cultivate skills in mediation, humanitarian diplomacy, and consensus-building. Getting future negotiators into the same room -- early and often -- pays dividends when crises inevitably arise.

Both nations can also collaborate on shared concerns such as maritime safety in the Indian Ocean, energy security, climate resilience, and health cooperation. Joint initiatives in these fields would model peaceful problem-solving and practical collaboration.

As founding members of their respective regional organisations -- Thailand in Asean and Oman in the GCC -- both can serve as bridges linking two vibrant regional architectures. By seeding a standing platform for inter-regional dialogue, they can turn two robust "rivers" into a confluence that carries trade, standards, and security cooperation further and faster.

What does Thailand-Oman cooperation offer the wider world? A template. Begin with values -- moderation, dialogue, and empathy. Add platforms -- Track II when Track I is constrained, and youth training to keep the pipeline of problem-solvers full. Ground it in everyday trust -- investment, visitors, classrooms, and clinics. Situate it between two regional organisations -- Asean and the GCC -- that can learn from and reinforce one another.

The Muscat workshop confirmed that Thailand and Oman continue to keep their collaboration moves on. With steady hands on both ends, this bridge of cooperation can carry not only two countries, but also two regions, towards a more peaceful and stable future.

Pisanu Suvanajata is a retired diplomat. In addition to his engagement with the private sector and social institutes nowadays, he also serves as Acting Secretary General of the Asian Peace and Reconciliation Council (APRC).
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																When a bad man does a good thing, we should honour him for it, even if his motives are selfish.
Donald Trump is only trying to "bring peace to the Middle East" because he wants the Nobel Prize, they say. He blusters and threatens and lies. He boasts about the seven wars he claims to have settled/ended/avoided, but he cannot even tell the difference between Armenia (which did recently have a war) and Albania (which didn't).

All true, but so what? Mr Trump's motives don't matter, and neither does his geopolitical ignorance. As US president, he is the only person with the power to force the Hamas group in Gaza and the current Israeli government to discuss making peace, and after long hesitation, he has finally deployed that power.

That certainly does not guarantee success. Neither the Hamas extremists who rule the Gaza Strip nor Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu actually want peace on the terms implicit in Mr Trump's draft 20-point peace plan.

Hamas would definitely welcome a lengthy ceasefire. Most of its leaders and at least half its fighters have been killed in the past two years of fighting. The dead leaders have been replaced by less experienced men and the rank-and-file by new recruits, but there has been a steep drop in their combat efficiency.

However, the draft peace plan does not offer them that. It requires the prompt return of all the Israeli hostages, Hamas's last bargaining chip, in return for nothing except the freedom of 1,950 Palestinians held in Israeli jails and a ceasefire of unspecified length. Israel could arrest them all again if the shooting restarts, and it broke the last ceasefire only six months ago.

It gets worse for Hamas if the peace talks make further progress: it would have to hand over all its weapons and disband its organisation. This is an Islamist organisation whose members truly believe that they will go instantly to paradise if they die in battle with the infidel. They might play for time, but they will always choose glorious death over unconditional surrender.

The resistance to a peace deal is also strong right inside the leadership on the Israeli side. Many Israelis believe that the prime minister needs the war to continue to placate extreme nationalist members of his cabinet who would bring the government down if he made any concessions to the Palestinians.

That doubtless plays a major role in "Bibi" Netanyahu's calculations, but there is also a real ideologue hiding inside the wily and apparently cynical tactician. That fanatical Bibi was on show last month when he launched what he hoped would be the final offensive in Gaza and urged Israelis to become a "super-Sparta". If the expulsion of the Palestinians would lead to an isolated, militarised and widely hated Israel, he implied, that would still be a price worth paying.

Bibi's entire political career has been devoted to preventing the creation of a Palestinian state. Why? Because the emergence of a genuine Palestinian state would foreclose the option of building a 'Greater Israel' by annexing the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and replacing the existing Arab population with Jews.

That project has been doing well recently -- one-quarter of the West Bank's population is now Jewish settlers -- but the Gaza war has created the opportunity for a rapid expulsion of all two million Palestinians in the Strip.

All of Mr Netanyahu's actions in Gaza this year, like breaking the last ceasefire, driving Gaza's whole population to the southwest corner of the Strip and starving them, have been directed at making that outcome more likely. However, they were only possible thanks to Mr Trump's unquestioning support.

Sometimes Mr Trump seemed aware of the implications of his actions and unashamed by them. At other times, he seemed to be just blindly following Mr Netanyahu's lead. But for the moment, at least, Mr Trump seems fully awake.

This may not last -- but he was able to bully Mr Netanyahu into at least the opening stages of a ceasefire. However, Bibi will sabotage the process every chance he gets, and the plan is full of holes he can exploit.

Hamas will also turn against the plan as soon as negotiations get into critical issues like surrendering its weapons and going into exile. The plan may not be dead on arrival, but it is extremely vulnerable.

There will be some performative peace mongering for a while, but the plan to cleanse Gaza of its Palestinians could be back on track well before the end of the year.
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																In today's fast-changing economy, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) matter more than in the past.
They create jobs, contribute to GDP value, and open up opportunities for innovation.

Yet, while SMEs are often praised as the "backbone" of the Thai economy, praise alone will not help them thrive.

What they need is not just government handouts or temporary aid, but also a sustainable business ecosystem.

Beyond Small Shops

SMEs are more than corner shops or family businesses. Official definitions include firms with annual sales of up to 500 million baht in the manufacturing sector and 300 million baht in the services sector. Some firms employ as many as 200 workers.

This diversity of business size not only makes them central to economic growth but also complicates policy decision-making. A one-size-fits-all approach is unlikely to work.

3 Challenges

First, the sheer variety of SMEs, from micro firms to mid-sized exporters, creates challenges. Policy aimed at one end of the spectrum may fail at the other.

Second, SMEs differ across industries. A factory linked to global supply chains faces very different pressures from a local retailer. Exporters must meet environmental and quality standards right away or risk exclusion.

By contrast, the local retail market is restricted in its growth because domestic purchasing power is limited. With household spending weak and consumer demand often stagnant, small retailers face constant pressure on sales and margins, leaving little room for real expansion.

Third, support programmes succeed only if entrepreneurs themselves are willing to adapt. Agencies can offer training or loans, but firms must choose to act. Without owner commitment, policy interventions often fade.

These challenges show that SME promotion is not just about helping individual firms. The bigger task is to create a business ecosystem that encourages self-improvement and lowers barriers to growth.

The Right Environment

This is why the concept of an ecosystem is important. A strong ecosystem extends beyond competition; it fosters networks among suppliers, customers, and partners. These ties allow SMEs to gain knowledge, access financial resources, and explore new markets.

Ecosystems can be shaped through various reforms and programmes: cutting red tape, offering incubators, promoting exports, supporting venture capital, and linking firms to technology. Crucially, the design should match each business stage, from startup to big company.

Studies worldwide confirm the hypothesis; in South Korea, in-house R&D drives SME success. In the US and New Zealand, tourism incubators offering cheap finance support and expert advice strengthen the sector. Scotland's incubators create about 1,800 businesses a year. Spain's university spin-offs outperform other startups. The lesson is clear: ecosystems produce the business outcomes.

Korean Example

A good example is South Korea, which established the Ministry of SMEs and Startups to help firms transition from local beginnings to global reach. Policies include cutting regulations, opening government procurement, supporting failed entrepreneurs with "second chances", and expanding financial accessibility through angels, crowdfunding, and SME stock markets.

South Korea also invests heavily in research, protects intellectual property, builds smart factories, and fosters links between small and large firms. Export vouchers, branding support, and trade fairs further help SMEs compete abroad.

Together, these measures show how a country can design an environment where SMEs not only survive but also have the potential to grow stronger.

Another example of ecosystem-building comes from Korea Credit Data (KCD), a fintech unicorn that has transformed how SMEs manage their finances. Its flagship platform, Cash Note, began as a simple bookkeeping app but has since evolved into a super-app used by almost two million businesses nationwide.

Beyond accounting, it now offers financial management tools, marketplace functions, networking opportunities, and even information on government policies. By integrating these services in one place, KCD lowers barriers for SMEs to operate more efficiently and connect to broader markets.

Question for Thailand

Despite Thailand's existing support for SMEs, piecemeal aid is not sufficient in a fast-moving economy. The task now is to create an ecosystem where firms can acquire resources, technology, and networks for themselves. Without such a system, Thai SMEs risk falling behind in both competitiveness and sustainability.

The South Korean model demonstrates that success stems not from scattered policies but from integrated strategies that align with the business life cycle.

For Thailand, the question is no longer whether SMEs are important, as we already know they are. The real question is: Are we ready to build the environment they need to flourish on their own?

Chakorn Loetnithat is a senior researcher, Yos Vajragupta is a senior researcher, and Tan Chaimadee is a researcher at Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This article is part of a study on 'Developing Tools to Measure the Success of SME Promotion' by TDRI, supported by the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion. Policy Focus is policy analyses from the TDRI that appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																An armed and violent gold shop robbery at a Big C shopping mall in Narathiwat on Sunday has shifted much-needed attention towards security and public safety issues in restive southern provinces.
The robbery at the mall in Sungai Kolok district substantiates fears that insurgent violence in the southernmost provinces might be widening to target business activities.

To meet this challenge, the government must ensure that those involved in such a brazen robbery are brought to justice, thereby restoring trust in its ability to provide security to the region's population.

It is not the first time that gold shops and financial activities have been targeted in such a violent manner.

Over the past two decades, gold shops in the restive areas of the deep South -- Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, and certain districts in Songkhla -- have been robbed. Commercial vans transporting cash and ATMs have also been targeted.

In the majority of cases, those behind such crimes were not apprehended. Most of these unsolved cases have been labelled as national security threats, and the robbers have been categorised as insurgents trying to instigate violence and unrest.

Indeed, in the early hours of Sept 1, several ATMs in Narathiwat, Yala and Pattani were bombed, with local law enforcers yet to arrest any suspects.

The violent nature of the robbery of the gold shop on Sunday also resulted in a 27-year-old soldier who was shopping being shot and wounded by one of the 10 armed robbers.

The robbers held the gold shop staff at gunpoint before taking jewellery worth 24 million baht, and then managed to get away in two pick-up vans, which were reportedly stolen. During their escape, they scatter tyre spikes on the road to hinder any pursuers.

Yesterday, soldiers were hunting high and low to arrest the robbers, but some security personnel have said they might already have crossed the border into Malaysia.

Politically, the gold robbery is a challenge to the Anutin government, which last week approved its policies and action plans for implementation in the deep South.

Among approved plans is the appointment of Gen Somsak Roongsita, former chief of the National Security Council, to head the Thai peace talks team and resume negotiations with the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN).

The government also approved a new three-year master plan to develop social and economic conditions in the restive southern provinces.

However, it is needless to say that the gold shop heist in the business district will further dent investment and business sentiment.

Currently, the army is conducting an investigation into the heist and has been quick to link the suspects to the insurgency, but they should not be doing this alone.

Investigators from the Royal Thai Police should be involved and join in any efforts involving the Malaysian government to help arrest the robbers if they are within Malaysia's borders.

For the future of the deep South, the security situation needs to be brought under control. It can no longer be a wild territory where crimes such as trafficking and money laundering are rife.

In such an atmosphere, any of the government's policies, including those aimed at boosting local businesses, will remain just a pipe dream.
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																Has the Asean chair upped the ante on the bloc's strategy regarding Palestine?
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim was blunt at the recent Doha Emergency Summit on Palestine regarding Israel's airstrikes on Qatar. The Asean chair called the bombing "lawless, barbaric and indefensible", decrying the attack on Doha and the peace-mediating efforts.

His words had a deeper meaning because Israel has openly declared time and time again that there will never be a Palestinian state. In fact, no other Asean leader has made such a statement. Could his call serve as a precursor for his Asean colleagues to reconsider the bloc's position towards the Middle East situation?

Since 2004, in its annual joint communique, Asean has been supporting the two-state solution for Palestine. At the latest Asean ministerial meeting in July, Asean reaffirmed its longstanding support for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including their rights to self-determination and to their homeland.

"We urged all parties concerned to redouble efforts towards a peaceful resolution to the conflict, with the aim of realising the two-state solution in accordance with international law and the relevant UNSC and United Nations General Assembly resolutions," the communique stated.

On Sept 12, all Asean members were among the 142 UN members voting for the resolution endorsing the New York Declaration, which outlines time-bound and irreversible steps toward a two-state solution. It also condemns Hamas for its Oct 7, 2023, attack on civilians, demands the release of all hostages, and rejects territorial or demographic changes imposed by force.

For nearly eight decades, since the 1947 UN partition plan, this idea has been on the table but has never been implemented. Reasons were aplenty, including unpredictability on the ground and changing power dynamics, coupled with recent major geopolitical shifts. Today, the two-state solution has been rejuvenated due to the ongoing worsening conflict in Gaza.

With more than 65,000 Palestinians killed and millions displaced, international sympathy for the Palestinians has surged. The latest Israeli blockade of flotillas bringing humanitarian aid to the Palestinians has also been largely condemned. Asean citizens, including Malaysians and Indonesians, also joined these humanitarian efforts. At the last count, 160 out of 193 UN members recognised Palestine as a state.

However, some Asean members face dilemmas with the current situation in the Gaza conflict. Both Thailand and the Philippines sit at the heart of Asean's Catch-22. Both are US treaty allies, and they depend heavily on Israel for their labour markets and security matters.

Today, 46,000 Thais are working on Israeli farms and construction sites. Another 30,000 Filipinos work there as caregivers and domestic staff. When the Gaza conflict began, 46 Thai workers were killed and 31 taken hostage.

Although it was a national tragedy, which was widely covered by the Thai media, it has not deterred Thai workers from seeking employment in Israel. In fact, the numbers increased compared to the level before the Oct 7 attack two years ago. Apparently, economic factors and lack of better-paid jobs at home have defeated fear and insecurity. Manila is no different, as Filipino caregivers continue to seek jobs in Israel, fully aware of the risks.

In future, issues related to the bloc's position and economic security could pose major challenges. During their first summit in 2023, Asean and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) issued a joint statement calling for the safety of Asean citizens in Gaza, with Thailand pushing this message at the summit. Like it or not, Asean workers are now part of the ongoing conflict. It is time to rethink the bloc's strategy towards the Middle East.

Given the current situation, it remains to be seen how the Asean chair will manage the Palestine issue. Timor Leste, which will join Asean as the 11th member on the morning of Oct 26 in Kuala Lumpur, will increase the bloc's membership to 10. Dilli has also expressed strong solidarity with the Palestinian cause, citing similarities in its own history of struggle.

At present, Singapore has not yet recognised a Palestinian state, although it has always supported a negotiated two-state solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict.

According to Channel News Asia, Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said in parliament on Sept 22 that Singapore will reconsider its position on recognising a Palestinian state if the situation continues to deteriorate, or if Israel takes further steps to extinguish a two-state solution. "We will recognise the State of Palestine when it has an effective government that accepts Israel's right to exist and categorically denounces terrorism," added Mr Balakrishnan.

Further strengthening the bloc's cooperation with the GCC is pivotal at this critical juncture. Asean wishes to see a stable and peaceful Middle East region, which is reducing reliance on the West. The 676-million Asean Community is potentially a powerful economic and security partnership for the GCC. After their first summit, both sides have further utilised their cooperative framework and action plans in energy transition, investment flows, digital economic development, tourism promotion and halal industry.

Furthermore, they also increase cooperation in political-security matters such as counterterrorism, cybersecurity, and maritime security.

In the future, apart from Turkey, Asean ties with the broader Middle East countries, including Jordan and Egypt, among others, must also be part of its strategy for external relations. Asean must further augment its bargaining power with more friends from this region.
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																The old truism that the stock market is not the economy risks underplaying how much today's powerful investment trends could impact the prosperity and lives of the whole country.
Artificial intelligence (AI) is obviously the megatrend of the moment. Scale is everything, and the US tech giants are driving the spending, while investors are scrambling to get on board an already overcrowded train.

The so-called Magnificent Seven -- US tech companies that now make up a record 36% of the S&P 500's market value -- have seen their stock prices more than double over the past two years, after rebounding a whopping 60% from the troughs of this year.

Whether this is a bubble is perhaps the biggest question facing the stock market and the US economy at large.

While the extraordinary capital expenditure on AI over the past year may only represent about 1% of US GDP, its impact on growth has been massive.

Some reckon as much as one-third of the economy's near 4% annualised expansion over the past two quarters may be accounted for by this digital gold rush. Tariff-related trade distortions have played havoc with GDP calculations this year, but last week's revisions showed that business spending on intellectual property products grew 15% compared with a 12.8% previous estimate, while firms' investment in equipment grew at an 8.5% clip instead of the previously reported 7.4%.

That growth may have slowed a bit this quarter, but not much.

What's more, spending on data centres and infrastructure investment -- up fourfold since 2020 -- is fuelling construction and wider industrial sector activity to boot.

Growth in consumption, the lion's share of GDP, is the other main driver of the economy -- but that's also heavily linked to the wealth effects from outsize gains in stock market indexes -- clearly amplified by megacaps and two years of AI excitement.

The fundamental organic business growth of the rest of the S&P 500 has essentially just chugged along for the past five years and underperformed other blue-chip companies around the world in the process, as the investment manager GMO recently pointed out.

In short, AI better work -- or else.

THE MUSIC'S STILL PLAYING

The AI arms race is unlikely to grind to a halt any time soon.

Echoing former Citi boss Chuck Prince, who famously said, on the eve of the global banking crash in 2007, you have to keep on dancing as long as the music is still playing, Meta boss Mark Zuckerberg was quoted last month as saying he would prefer to end up "misspending a couple of hundred billion dollars" than being late to the AI expansion.

Many questions about AI remain unanswered.

Although some studies have questioned the extent to which end usage of generative AI has really done anything for business returns so far, that says little about the technology's potential to reshape hiring and job roles going forward. And scaling up computing and cloud capabilities will also position many big firms for much wider and potentially more profound changes to come -- not least in quantum computing.

If you believe this is the future, with all the seismic impact on labour demand and productivity that adherents forecast, then it's hard to see disappointment or reversal being a narrow investment event.

If AI is a bubble and it bursts, it will likely reverberate through the real economy -- both independently of and through the equity market.

One retort is to look back at the dotcom bubble that burst in 2000. That tech stock mania reversed without the entire economy collapsing -- and some of the companies that survived eventually became today's behemoths.

Interest rate cuts and a housing rebound partly saved the day back then. And it's conceivable that we could see a repeat this time around in the event of a sudden AI market implosion.

But sceptics certainly see the froth as well as the future in recent events.

Carlyle chief investment strategist Jason Thomas homed in on the eye-popping 36% one-day Oracle stock price surge on Sept 10 as a classic example of a crowded market desperate for any AI opportunity, regardless of the underlying numbers.

Mr Thomas described the Oracle move, which was prompted by news of AI-related cloud contracts with OpenAI and others, as "the rarest of rare events", with a single-day change in value equal to 85 times the stock's average daily trading volume.

The near tripling of its stock price over two years, to deliver a market cap that briefly topped a trillion dollars last month, is stunning given Oracle's other underlying numbers.

Mr Thomas points out that to deliver on the OpenAI deal, Oracle will have to lift its own capital spending by almost $100 billion over the next two years, an annualised growth rate of some 47%, even though its free cash flow has already fallen into negative territory for the first time since 1990.

There may be trouble ahead. If there is, the whole economy will shudder. Reuters 

Mike Dolan is Reuters Editor-at-Large for Finance & Markets.
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        Hungary's Krasznahorkai, 'master of the apocalypse' wins literature Nobel
        STOCKHOLM - The Nobel Prize in Literature was on Thursday awarded to Laszlo Krasznahorkai, considered by many as Hungary's most important living author, whose works explore themes of postmodern dystopia and melancholy.

      

      
        Hungary's Laszlo Krasznahorkai wins literature Nobel
        STOCKHOLM - Hungarian writer Laszlo Krasznahorkai has won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature, the award-giving body said on Thursday.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Oct 9-15
        New releases and old favourites that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Why Thai students can't let their hair down
        The teenager was at a new school for the new school year. But as it turned out, he was not ready: His bangs were too long.

      

      
        62 Michelin Keys awarded in Thailand
        Some 2,457 hotels across the globe were recognised for their hospitality, out of more than 7,000 hotels. The most outstanding ones are awarded One, Two, or Three Michelin Keys.&nbsp;

      

      
        Bangkok's sports scene is about socialising as much as sweating
        Bangkok's well-heeled and wellness-inclined urban crowd are increasingly meeting up at padel courts and setting alarms for exclusive 4am-run clubs.&nbsp;

      

      
        Kimmel: Outrage over suspension drew free speech 'red line'
        LOS ANGELES - Comedian Jimmy Kimmel on Wednesday said he hopes the outrage over his late-night show's suspension following pressure from the Trump administration had drawn a "bold red line" for free speech.

      

      
        The World's Best Bar is in Hong Kong
        HONG KONG --- At The World's 50 Best Bars 2025 award ceremony, held in Hong Kong last night, Bar Leone in Hong Kong ranked No.1 on list, making it the first bar in Asia to be awarded the title. It also took home the title of The Best Bar in Asia 2025.

      

      
        Defaced Bangkok street mural restored
        Artists have repaired a mural that was recently defaced with graffiti on Charoen Krung 30 Road in Bang Rak district of Bangkok.

      

      
        Oncology pioneer to share his life story on stage
        Jeremy K. Hon, a Hong Kong--born oncologist, haematologist and author of the remarkable memoir An Impossible Life Journey, will be in town to share his powerful story during the 30th Book Expo Thailand at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Oct 13 at 5pm.
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									Hungary's Krasznahorkai, 'master of the apocalypse' wins literature Nobel

									
								

									STOCKHOLM - The Nobel Prize in Literature was on Thursday awarded to Laszlo Krasznahorkai, considered by many as Hungary's most important living author, whose works explore themes of postmodern dystopia and melancholy.
									The Swedish Academy honoured him "for his compelling and visionary oeuvre that, in the midst of apocalyptic terror, reaffirms the power of art."

"I'm very happy, I'm calm and very nervous altogether," the author told Swedish broadcaster Sveriges Radio from Frankfurt.

"It is my first day as a Nobel prize winner," he said.

The Academy highlighted Krasznahorkai's first novel published in 1985, "Satantango", which brought him to prominence in Hungary and remains his best-known work.

The Academy called it "a literary sensation".

Krasznahorkai is "a great epic writer in the Central European tradition that extends through Kafka to Thomas Bernhard, and is characterised by absurdism and grotesque excess," the Academy said.

"But there are more strings to his bow, and he also looks to the East in adopting a more contemplative, finely calibrated tone."

"The result is a string of works inspired by the deep-seated impressions left by his journeys to China and Japan," it said.

Krasznahorkai was among those mentioned as a possible winner in the run-up to the announcement.

The Academy noted the author's flowing syntax with long, winding sentences devoid of full stops that has become his signature.

"While it is Krasznahorkai's weighty, rolling syntax that has perhaps become his signature as an author, his style also allows for a lightness of touch and a great lyrical beauty," Academy member Steve Sem-Sandberg said.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban hailed the prize to Krasznahorkai.

"The pride of Hungary, the first Nobel Prize winner from Gyula, Laszlo Krasznahorkai. Congratulations!" Orban posted on Facebook, referring to the town in southeastern Hungary where Krasznahorkai was born.

Krasznahorkai, 71, grew up in a middle-class Jewish family.

He has drawn inspiration from his experiences under communism, and the extensive travels he undertook after first moving abroad in 1987 to West Berlin for a fellowship.

His novels, short stories and essays are best known in Germany -- where he lived for long periods -- and his native Hungary.

Critically difficult and demanding, his style was described once by Krasznahorkai himself as "reality examined to the point of madness".

'Literary sensation'

"It is Laszlo Krasznahorkai's artistic gaze, which is entirely free of illusion and which sees through the fragility of the social order, combined with his unwavering belief in the power of art that has motivated the Academy to award him this prize," Sem-Sandberg said.

American critic Susan Sontag crowned Krasznahorkai the "master of the apocalypse" after having read his second book "The Melancholy of Resistance" in 1989, the Academy said.

His "War and War" novel (1999) was described by the New Yorker magazine critic James Wood as "one of the most profoundly unsettling experiences I have ever had as a reader".

He is the second Hungarian to win the prize, after the late Imre Kertesz won it in 2002.

Last year, the award went to South Korean author Han Kang, the first Asian woman to win the Nobel.

The Academy has long been criticised for the overrepresentation of Western white men among its picks.

Just 18 of the 122 laureates since the prize was first awarded in 1901 have been women.

The Swedish Academy has undergone major reforms since a devastating #MeToo scandal in 2018, vowing a more global and gender-equal literature prize.

The Nobel Prize comes with a diploma, a gold medal and a US$1.2 million prize sum.

Krasznahorkai will receive the award from King Carl XVI Gustaf in Stockholm on Dec 10, the anniversary of the 1896 death of scientist and prize creator Alfred Nobel.
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									Hungary's Laszlo Krasznahorkai wins literature Nobel 

									Writer says challenging works explore 'reality examined to the point of madness'
								

									STOCKHOLM - Hungarian writer Laszlo Krasznahorkai has won the 2025 Nobel Prize in Literature, the award-giving body said on Thursday.
									"The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2025 is awarded to the Hungarian author Laszlo Krasznahorkai for his compelling and visionary oeuvre that, in the midst of apocalyptic terror, reaffirms the power of art," said Mats Malm, permanent secretary at the Swedish Academy.

Krasznahorkai, 71, is just the second Hungarian to win the prize, after Imre Kertesz, who won in 2002 for his semi-autobiographical novel Fatelessness about surviving the Holocaust.

His novels, short stories and essays are best known in Germany -- where he lived for long periods -- and Hungary, where he is considered by many as the country's most important living author.

Critically difficult and demanding, his style was described once by Krasznahorkai himself as "reality examined to the point of madness".

His penchant for long sentences and few paragraph breaks have also seen the writer labelled as "obsessive".

Exploring themes of postmodern dystopia and melancholy, his first novel Satantango (1985) brought him to prominence in Hungary and remains his best-known work.

Recounting life in a decaying village in communist-era Hungary, its uncompromising style (12 chapters each consisting of a single paragraph) was called by its translator as "a slow lava-flow of narrative".

The book was for people who "want something other than entertainment... who have a preference for the painfully beautiful," Krasznahorkai said in a interview.

Last year's prize was won by South Korean author Han Kang who became the 18th woman -- the first was Swedish author Selma Lagerlof in 1909 -- and the first South Korean to receive the award.

The Nobel prize is awarded by the Swedish Academy and is worth 11 million crowns ($1.2 million).

Established in the will of Swedish dynamite inventor and businessman Alfred Nobel, the prizes for achievements in literature, science and peace have been awarded since 1901.

Over the years, the choices made by the Swedish Academy have drawn as much ire as applause.

In 2016, the award to American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan sparked criticism that his work was not proper literature.

Prizegivers have also been accused of being snobbish, of having an anti-American bias and of ignoring some of the giants of literature, including Russia's Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, France's Emile Zola and Ireland's James Joyce.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 9-15

									'Good Boy' tells horror through the eyes of a dog, plus highlights from Bangkok International Film Festival 2025
								

									New releases and old favourites that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Tron: Ares

Directed by Joachim Ronning. 

Who's in it? 

Evan Peters, Jared Leto and Gillian Anderson.

What's it about? 

A highly sophisticated programme, Ares, is sent from the digital world into the real world on a dangerous mission.

Why watch it? 

On April 29, 2024 it was announced by Disney that Jeff Bridges would return for Tron: Ares.

[image: ]

Good Boy

Directed by Ben Leonberg.

Who's in it? 

Indy, Shane Jensen and Arielle Friedman.

What's it about? 

A loyal dog moves to a rural family home with his owner, only to discover supernatural forces lurking in the shadows. As dark entities threaten his human companion, the brave pup must fight to protect the one he loves most.

Why watch it? 

According to Leonberg, shooting took 400 days over three years because, well, it's a dog actor.

[image: ]

Gabby's Dollhouse: The Movie

Directed by Ryan Crego.

Who's in it?

Laila Lockhart Kraner, Kristen Wiig and Carla Tassara.

What's it about? 

Gabby and Grandma Gigi's road trip takes an unexpected turn when Gabby's prized dollhouse ends up with eccentric cat lady Vera. Gabby embarks on a adventure to reunite the Gabby Cats and retrieve her beloved dollhouse before it's too late.

Why watch it? 

DreamWorks Animation's first live-action/CGI hybrid film.

[image: ]

Relay

Directed by David Mackenzie.

Who's in it? 

Riz Ahmed, Lily James and Sam Worthington.

What's it about? 

A broker of lucrative payoffs between corrupt corporations and the individuals who threaten them breaks his own rules when a new client seeks his protection to stay alive.

Why watch it?

The envelopes Sarah uses to mail the documents and fee are addressed to Archie Leach, the birth name of Cary Grant.

[image: ]

The Smashing Machine

Directed by Benny Safdie.

Who's in it? 

Dwayne Johnson, Emily Blunt and Ryan Bader.

What's it about? 

The story of mixed-martial arts and UFC champion, Mark Kerr.

Why watch it? 

Mark Kerr was a college wrestler who fought in early iterations of the UFC, Pride and other various MMA tournaments in the 90s. He had an immensely powerful build and was dogged by allegations of steroid use. He participated in a documentary entitled "The Smashing Machine" in 2002, that chronicled his training and competing, as well as his volatile relationship with his girlfriend.

[image: ]

Panor

Directed by Putipong Saisikaew. 

Who's in it? 

Cherprang Areekul, Jackrin Kungwankiatichai and Chalita Suansane.

What's it about?

Born during an ancient village ritual, Panor faces isolation as mysterious misfortunes plague those around her. She must uncover the truth behind the dark curse that has haunted her since birth.

[image: ]

Khon liang chang (The Elephant Keeper)

Directed by Chatrichalerm Yukol.

Who's in it?

Sorapong Chatree, Ad Carabao and Ron Rittichai.

What's it about? 

Chai, a forestry official, tells a campfire tale about his first days on the job and why he believes the forest is protected by an elephant's spirit. It's a story about his hot-headed first boss, Kamron, who wages a battle against illegal logging conducted by powerful business interests and the corrupt police. Caught between the two forces is the title character, named Boonsong, and his devoted jumbo beast of burden.

Why watch it?

Thailand's official submission for the "Best Foreign Language Film" category of the 62nd Academy Awards in 1990.

[image: ]

O Riso e a Faca (I Only Rest In The Storm)

Directed by Pedro Pinho. 

Who's in it? 

Sergio Coragem, Cleo Diara and Jonathan Guilherme.

What's it about? 

An environmental engineer accepts a position in West Africa, where he develops complex relationships with two locals while uncovering details about his predecessor's unexplained disappearance.

[image: ]

Toc, Giay Va Nuoc (Hair Paper Water)

Directed by Nicolas Graux and Minh Quy Truong.

Who's in it? 

Thi Hau Cao, Xuan Doanh Cao and Thi Hieu Cao.

What's it about? 

An elderly Ruc woman, cave-born 60 plus years ago, lives in a village with family. She passes down their endangered language while longing for her cave home, where her late mother's voice calls to her.



Premieres on Oct 10
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The Fin

Directed by Syeyoung Park.

Who's in it?

Yeji Yeon, Pureum Kim and Goh-woo.

What's it about? 

In a ravaged post-war Korea, mutant Omegas serve as exploited workers. Government employee Sujin questions official doctrine while searching for Mia, a fugitive Omega.

[image: ]

Attack 13

Directed by Taweewat Wantha.

Who's in it? 

Korranid Laosubinprasoet, Veerinsara Tangkitsuvanich and Nichapalak Thongkham.

What's it about? 

Bussaba, a volleyball player who enjoyed bullying others, was found dead by hanging in a gym, causing chaos and horror among other team members.



Premieres on Oct 11
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Dong fu ren (The Arch)

Directed by Shu Shuen Tong.

Who's in it? 

Lisa Lu and Roy Chiao, Hilda Chow Hsuan

What's it about? 

A woman falls in love with a visiting cavalry captain, but chooses to suppress it for the sake of her daughter.

Why watch it?

Funded with American money, shot in Hong Kong and Taiwan, with post-production work done in the US. All in 1968.

[image: ]

Ri gua zhong tian (The Sunrises On Us All)

Directed by Shangjun Cai.

Who's in it? 

Zhilei Xin, Songwen Zhang and Shaofeng Feng.

What's it about? 

Ex-lovers reunite years later, burdened by past regrets and sacrifices. Their meeting stirs old feelings and pain until they finally embrace, crying, before parting ways again.

[image: ]

Jeunes meres (Young Mothers)

Directed by Jean-Pierre Dardenne and Luc Dardenne.

Who's in it? 

Babette Verbeek, Elsa Houben and Janaina Halloy.

What's it about? 

Five young mothers living in a shelter strive for a better future for themselves and their kids amidst challenging upbringings.

Why watch it? 

Belgium's official submission for the "Best International Feature Film" category of the 98th Academy Awards in 2026.

[image: ]

God Will Not Help

Directed by Hana Jusic.

Who's in it?

Manuela Martelli, Ana Marija Veselcic and Filip Djuric.

What's it about? 

A Chilean woman named Teresa arrives at a remote Croatian shepherding community, saying she's their emigrant brother's widow.



Premieres on Oct 12
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Kaidan (Kwaidan)

Directed by Masaki Kobayashi.

Who's in it? 

Rentaro Mikuni, Michiyo Aratama and Misako Watanabe.

What's it about? 

A collection of four Japanese folk tales with supernatural themes.

Why watch it?

The four vignettes were chosen to represent the four seasons of the year.

[image: ]

Dossier 137 (Case 137)

Directed by Dominik Moll.

Who's in it?

Lea Drucker, Jonathan Turnbull and Mathilde Roehrich.

What's it about? 

Case 137 is seemingly just another case for Stephanie, an investigator at the IGPN, the police of the police. But an unexpected element will trouble Stephanie and transform case 137 into something more than a simple number.

[image: ]

Urchin

Directed by Harris Dickinson.

Who's in it? 

Diane Axford, Angela Bain and Lacey Bond.

What's it about? 

A young addict living on the streets of London is given a shot at redemption, but his road to recovery soon curdles into a strange odyssey from which he may never escape.

[image: ]

Ken (Yes)

Directed by Nadav Lapid.

Who's in it? 

Ariel Bronz, Efrat Dor and Naama Preis.

What's it about? 

A jazz musician and his dancer wife Jasmine offer their artistic talents to help their nation after the October 7 attacks, with the musician tasked with composing a new national anthem.



Premieres on Oct 13
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Sand City

Directed by Mahde Hasan.

Who's in it? 

Mostafa Monwar and Victoria Chakma.

What's it about? 

Two lives are lived in parallel in Dhaka, Bangladesh; the link between them is sand. Emma, a young woman from an ethnic minority community, covertly takes sand each week to fill her cat litter tray. Glass factory worker Hasan steals silica sand from his employer, planning to make his own glass and eventually start a business. 

Why watch it?

Dhaka-set drama is the debut feature of short filmmaker Hasan.

[image: ]

Eleanor The Great

Directed by Scarlett Johansson.

Who's in it? 

June Squibb, Erin Kellyman and Chiwetel Ejiofor.

What's it about? 

After a devastating loss, witty and proudly troublesome Eleanor Morgenstein, 94, tells a tale that takes on a dangerous life of its own.

Why watch it? 

Johansson's feature film directorial debut.

[image: ]

Spying Stars

Directed by Vimukthi Jayasundara.

Who's in it? 

Dileepa Abeysekera, Upali Amarasinghe and Niketh Athithan.

What's it about? 

Back in Sri Lanka after years in space, Anandi is quarantined during a viral outbreak. Strange events push her to flee to a village, where she confronts the loss of her father.

[image: ]

Flames Of A Flower

Directed by Kojima Oudai.

Who's in it? 

Ikken Yamamoto, Yurina Yanagi And Yohei Matsukado.

What's it about? 

Shimada, a former Self-Defense Force member, suffers from severe PTSD following the loss of a comrade in a firefight in war-torn South Sudan, a tragedy covered up by the government. Shining a light into Shimada's solitary life in illegal arms manufacturing is a job as an apprentice at a traditional Japanese fireworks factory. There he begins crafting fireworks alongside the master artisan and fellow craftsmen who embrace fireworks that illuminate people's peaceful lives. Yet, parallel to Shimada's journey, his comrades-in-arms with unresolved feelings team up on radical acts to expose the government's cover-up, escalating tensions and pulling Shimada back into the darkness he thought he'd left behind.



Premieres on Oct 14

[image: ]

General Cartoon

Directed by Tha Du.

What's it about? 

A satirical black-and-white short film that intertwines dark comedy with poignant social commentary. General Cartoon is a bandit who ruthlessly steals and kills to enrich himself. His life takes an unexpected turn when Nyunt Hlaing, a dim-witted but kind treasure-hunter who bears an uncanny resemblance to him, stumbles onto the scene. Mistaken for the notorious bandit wherever he goes, Nyunt Hlaing is presented with protection money from even other bandits.

Why watch it?

The film was made in 1963 and was restored and digitised by the Thai Film Archive.

[image: ]

Secret Of A Mountain Serpent

Directed by Nidhi Saxena.

Who's in it?

Trimala Adhikari, Adil Hussain and Richa Meena.

What's it about? 

In a 1990s Himalayan town, teacher Barkha, whose husband serves at the border, develops feelings for enigmatic newcomer Manik amid a community of waiting women where silence and local myths prevail.

[image: ]

Franz

Directed by Agnieszka Holland.

Who's in it? 

Idan Weiss, Peter Kurth and Jenovefa Bokova.

What's it about?

The life of the writer Franz Kafka.

Why watch it? 

Film debut of Daniel Dongres.

[image: ]

Mamlaket al-qasab (The President's Cake) 

Directed by Hasan Hadi. 

Who's in it? 

Baneen Ahmad Nayyef, Waheed Thabet Khreibat and Sajad Mohamad Qasem.

What's it about? 

In 1990s Iraq, nine-year-old Lamia must bake the President's birthday cake. She scrambles to find ingredients for this compulsory task while facing potential punishment if she fails.

Why watch it? 

A rare film from Iraq, it won the Camera d'Or at Cannes 2025.



Premieres on Oct 15
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Ukigumo (Floating Clouds)

Directed by Mikio Naruse.  

Who's in it?

Hideko Takamine, Masayuki Mori and Mariko Okada.

What's it about? 

A tragic social drama set in post-war Japan about a lonely woman trying to find purpose and stability in a devastated Tokyo.

Why watch it? 

A 1955 masterpiece, it was third in the centenary poll by "Kinema-Junpo" magazine about all-time best Japanese films, only Seven Samurai (1954) and Tokyo Story (1953) preceded it.

[image: ]

Alpha 

Directed by Julia Ducournau.

Who's in it? 

Tahar Rahim, Golshifteh Farahani and Melissa Boros.

What's it about? 

Alpha, 13, is a troubled teenager who lives alone with her mother. Their world comes crashing down the day she comes home from school with a tattoo on her arm.

Why watch it? 

Rahim says he lost 20kg for this film.
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									Why Thai students can't let their hair down

									Court has struck down hairstyle rules, but old habits die hard at many schools
								

									The teenager was at a new school for the new school year. But as it turned out, he was not ready: His bangs were too long.
									Having failed a much-feared rite of the Thai public school system -- the hair inspection -- he was subjected to another: His teacher grabbed a pair of scissors and clumsily chopped his hair.

"My classmates were all staring at me, I felt so embarrassed," the 15-year-old from southern Thailand said. The incident in May, he added, remains "a scar in my heart". He asked not to be identified for fear of reprisal from his teachers.

For decades, public schools in Thailand have policed not only students' manners but also their looks. In addition to uniforms, students are required to either wear crew cuts or trim their hair at their ears. Dyed hair is not allowed. Running afoul of these rules can mean an unwanted haircut in class, a humiliating experience many Thais vividly remember into adulthood.

Students have long campaigned for loosening the rules, which were introduced by a military government in 1972. It was a key demand when they took to the streets in 2020 to protest the military-backed government in power then.

Finally, in March, the Supreme Administrative Court overturned the hairstyle directive, which had been enforced by the Ministry of Education. Now schools set their own policies. But students say these rules remain oppressive, especially in rural areas.

In July, at a school in Ratchaburi province, teachers cut the hair of 50 girls. The offenders were wearing their hair past the name tags on their uniforms. Once the incident became public, the school issued an apology and vowed to review its disciplinary rules. (Story continues below)

[image: Laponpat Wangpaisit, who founded the Bad Student group, which lets students report what they consider to be violations of their rights by teachers, shows a post on the Bad Student Instagram account. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)]
Laponpat Wangpaisit, who founded the Bad Student group, which lets students report what they consider to be violations of their rights by teachers, shows a post on the Bad Student Instagram account. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)



To many, the issue is about nothing less than democracy.

"Those in power want to turn us into citizens who are easy to rule," said Laponpat Wangpaisit, who started a group called Bad Student, where children can report what they consider rights violations suffered at the hands of teachers.

Thailand is a constitutional monarchy that holds regular elections. But the will of voters is often rejected by an unelected establishment. Critics of the hair policy say it is a way to make citizens compliant from an early age.

"To them, happy citizens are not worth more than people who obey," said Laponpat, 22.

The Ministry of Education declined to comment.

Despite the court decision, Laponpat's group receives at least one complaint a day, most of them about hair, he said. He shares some of them online, but most students choose to remain anonymous, fearing a backlash from teachers.

Watcharin Keawtankham, a hairdresser in the western town of Mae Sot, said that he regularly fixes botched haircuts administered at school. Chopping the hair of students, he said, is a way to humiliate them.

Last year, Watcharin posted a photo on Facebook that showed a big bald spot under the otherwise full head of hair of a young boy. It was punishment from a teacher.

"I felt sorry for the kid," the barber said. "The only way to fix it was to give him a really short buzz cut."

The Supreme Administrative Court said that hair regulations were harming the mental health of children. Acknowledging Thailand's openness to LGBTQ+ people, it explicitly mentioned those with diverse gender identities.

But that did not help Auto, a 15-year-old transgender girl, who asked to be identified only by her nickname.

She used to wear a short wig to school to hide her long hair. On the monthly hair inspection day in May, teachers were measuring students' hair with a ruler. One of them discovered her wig and threatened to burn it. Intimidated by her teachers, she went to a salon that evening for a haircut.

"I felt lost," Auto said, sitting on the floor of her parents' living room on the outskirts of Bangkok.

There are some schools, like Wat That Thong High School in the upscale Ekkamai neighbourhood of Bangkok, that are more liberal about students' hairdos.

"It is their head, nobody should dictate what they want to do with it," said Kaokorn Suksangiamkul, a teacher who was sporting a buzz cut after recently ditching his man bun.

The mullet, he said, has become a fairly popular hairstyle among students. (Story continues below)

[image: Phatit Kalaphakdee, who goes by Rin, styles her hair before school in Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)]
Phatit Kalaphakdee, who goes by Rin, styles her hair before school in Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)



Phatit Kalaphakdee, 16, goes by Rin and wears a middle part, curtain bangs and a pony tail. She transferred to Wat That Thong High this year because her previous school threatened to punish her if she didn't cut her hair.

"Hair can give you confidence, or it can ruin your day," said Rin, who is transgender.

On a recent Friday morning, students were crowding at the main gate of her school, where a teacher was inspecting their fingernails. Those with long or dirty nails were sent back to the end of the line and told to use clippers hanging nearby on a string.

Rin was among those told to cut their nails. She shrugged it off and complied. It is her hair, not her nails, that she wants to keep long.


	This article originally appeared in The New York Times



[image: Students have their nails inspected before the morning assembly at Wat That Thong High School in Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)]
Students have their nails inspected before the morning assembly at Wat That Thong High School in Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)



[image: The morning assembly at Wat That Thong High School in the Ekkamai neighbourhood of Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)]
The morning assembly at Wat That Thong High School in the Ekkamai neighbourhood of Bangkok. (Photo: Lauren DeCicca/The New York Times)
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									62 Michelin Keys awarded in Thailand

									Six Three Keys, 21 Two Keys, and 35 One Key
								

									Some 2,457 hotels across the globe were recognised for their hospitality, out of more than 7,000 hotels. The most outstanding ones are awarded One, Two, or Three Michelin Keys. 
									Sixty-two hotels in Thailand have been awarded Michelin Keys in 2025, including six Three Keys, 21 Two Keys and 35 One Key. Among the Thai hotels awarded are:

Three Michelin Keys

[image: ]

* The Siam, Bangkok.

[image: ]

* Phulay Bay, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve, Krabi.

Two Michelin Keys

[image: ]

* New: Aman Nai Lert Bangkok.

* Sala Samui Choengmon Beach, Koh Samui.

One Michelin Key

[image: ]

* New: Dusit Thani Bangkok.

* 137 Pillars House, Chiang Mai.

In addition to the Keys, The Michelin Guide presented four special awards, recognising hotels for achievements that transcend traditional categories and celebrating excellence and uniqueness in specific areas of hospitality.

* Michelin Architecture And Design Award: Atlantis The Royal (Dubai, UAE).  

* Michelin Wellness Award: Burgenstock Resort Switzerland.

* Michelin Local Gateway Award: La Fiermontina Ocean (Larache, Morocco).

* Michelin Opening of the Year Award: The Burman Hotel (Tallinn, Estonia).
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									Bangkok's sports scene is about socialising as much as sweating

									
								

									Bangkok's well-heeled and wellness-inclined urban crowd are increasingly meeting up at padel courts and setting alarms for exclusive 4am-run clubs. 
									Instead of making post-work plans at the nearest rooftop bar, more millennials and Gen Z are heading to Padthai Padel, a "lifestyle destination" in the heart of Bangkok where people go to play but also partake in some serious people-watching and showcase athleisure gear.

Sports are no longer just about playing sports. They have evolved into social scenes and communities that are interested in meeting people, buying merch and investing in the latest "fit". You have to dress well to at least feel like you are playing well. 

Sports like padel are the new happy hour and are quickly replacing espresso martinis on a Thursday evening. Courts get booked up quickly, much like we once fretted over dinner reservations.

For the uninitiated, padel is a racquet sport usually played as doubles on a small, closed court.

The sport caught on quickly. Having risen to meteoric popularity in cities such as Miami, New York City, Milan and Dubai, it was actually born in Mexico and popularized in Spain and Argentina. Within just a year, we started seeing friends and friends of friends pop up at padel courts across town, even those who claimed to be non-athletic and rarely participated in group sports. 

"Tennis is hard to master, but with padel you feel very athletic very quickly," said a 33-year-old padel enthusiast who regularly holds court at Padthai Padel. "Amateurs are suddenly feeling like pros and taking it very seriously." 

While golf remains wildly popular and social, and even more so with the younger generation of Thais following the rise of night golf, it takes up significant amounts of time, requires a certain degree of commitment and demands a certain degree of skill, especially when playing together as a group. A typical game of casual padel is fast, and you can be on your way to dinner in just an hour. 

"Padel has taken off with those who missed the post-covid golf train," remarked another Bangkokian who frequently appears on the court. "It also gives Instagrammers a cultish wellness activity to post about; cute outfits and fancy courts."

It's a whole vibe, so to speak. Padel courts are making their way into wellness establishments and leisure destinations, and courts need to offer perks such as craft beer, natural wine and trendy collabs. 

The aesthetics are right for this generation, too, and to join is to feel like you are a part of the movement. It leaves those on the sidelines thinking, "Wait, are all our friends playing without us?" But beyond the hype, the glossy Instagram images and the Alo-sponsored events in Bangkok, there is a real appetite here for social communities, and the sleek facilities don't hurt either. 

We are seeing the same kind of appetite for run clubs. Before you chuckle at the cultish nature of it all, there is no denying that Bangkok's urban set is determined to get fit and to expand their network while doing so. With the rise of highly coveted run clubs like Sabai Run Club and Cruise Control, more people are embracing the idea of putting on running shoes before the sun comes up. These clubs are attracting people with their sociable, relaxed atmosphere, free from strict gatekeeping. 

Sabai's tagline on Instagram is "We run a little and socialise a lot," which is the exact amount of athleticism that many people desire, especially with the added allure of coffee stops and the occasional sunrise rooftop party at 4.30am. 


"To get hundreds of people to wake up at 3.30 a.m. to join a 4 a.m. run is incredible influence. I can barely get friends to go to coffee with me before 11!" Says a 30 year Thai entrepreneur.



All in all, there is a social shift in how the new generation is choosing to sweat. Several years ago, it may have been the high-adrenaline spin class or boutique boxing gyms. Whatever the activity, these new social sports highlight how interaction and community matter more than ever these days.  
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									Kimmel: Outrage over suspension drew free speech 'red line'

									
								

									LOS ANGELES - Comedian Jimmy Kimmel on Wednesday said he hopes the outrage over his late-night show's suspension following pressure from the Trump administration had drawn a "bold red line" for free speech.
									Kimmel was briefly taken off the airwaves last month over remarks the host made in the wake of the murder of right-wing activist Charlie Kirk, prompting a public outcry.

Disney-owned ABC brought back Kimmel's show after a week-long hiatus.

"I hope that we drew a really, really bold red line as Americans about what we will and will not accept," said Kimmel.

"I really hope that that's what comes out of all this."

President Donald Trump, who has long chafed at the mockery he receives from Kimmel and his fellow late night talk show hosts, has repeatedly demanded they be taken off air, and has called other criticism of him "illegal."

Kimmel's removal from the airwaves came shortly after Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Chairman Brendan Carr appeared to threaten the licences of stations broadcasting the show unless they did so.

Kimmel said his comments about Kirk's alleged killer had been "intentionally and, I think, maliciously mischaracterised" by Republicans.

But he said he would "love to have Trump on the show" in future.

"I wouldn't necessarily be interested in (having) Brendan Carr on the show," he deadpanned.

Reflecting on the boycotts by companies owning dozens of ABC affiliate stations, Kimmel on Wednesday admitted he initially thought his show was permanently finished.

"The idea that I would not have whatever it was, 40 affiliates... I was like, 'Well, that's it,'" he told the Bloomberg Screentime conference in Los Angeles.

"I said to my wife, 'that's it. It's over,'" he said.

Kimmel's return proved a huge ratings hit, even as the blackout meant a quarter of the country could not watch.
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									The World's Best Bar is in Hong Kong

									Bar Leone is the first in Asia to win the coveted No.1 spot
								

									HONG KONG -- At The World's 50 Best Bars 2025 award ceremony, held in Hong Kong last night, Bar Leone in Hong Kong ranked No.1 on list, making it the first bar in Asia to be awarded the title. It also took home the title of The Best Bar in Asia 2025.
									[image: ]

Nestled in Hong Kong's Central district, Bar Leone is the brainchild of Lorenzo Antinori, whose storied resume encompasses some of Europe and Asia's most beloved hotel bars, including London's American Bar at The Savoy and the now-defunct Dandelyan. Built on the philosophy of "cocktail popolari" or "cocktails for the people", Bar Leone pays tribute to the neighbourhood bars of Rome, where locals gather for coffee, aperitivi and casual conversation. The interior is a love letter to the city in the 80s and 90s and is designed to be approachable, unpretentious and deeply rooted in Italian culture and hospitality.

[image: ]

The 2025 list features bars from 29 cities with eight new entries spread across Athens, Bratislava, Guangzhou, Lima, New York, Oslo, Tirana and Tokyo. In Bangkok, Bar Us rose a remarkable 26 places to No.15 and BKK Social Club is at No.49. 

[image: Bar Us.]
Bar Us.



[image: BKK Social Club.]
BKK Social Club.



Of the 23 bars in Europe, London reigned supreme as the region's cocktail capital with four bars: Tayer + Elementary at No.5, Connaught Bar at No.6, Satan's Whiskers at No.21 and Scarfes Bar at No.31. They were joined by Edinburgh's Panda & Sons at No.34. 

The title of The Best Bar in Europe was retained for the third time by Barcelona's Sips at No.3 as co-founder Simone Caporale was awarded the Industry Icon Award. Paradiso in Barcelona came No.4 with Madrid's Salmon Guru at No.37. Athens continues its ascendancy, with Line at No.8 alongside Baba au Rum, this year's Legend Of The List, at No.27 and new entry The Bar In Front Of The Bar at No.47.

Milan's Moebius Milano was the Highest Climber, having risen an impressive 31 places to No.7. It was joined by 1930 in Milan at No.43, with Florence's Locale Firenze at No.22 and Rome's Drink Kong at No.40. Paris was represented by Bar Nouveau, rising 22 places to No.17, The Cambridge Public House (No.20) and Danico (No.30).

For the first time, bars from Eastern Europe were ranked in the list, with new entries Mirror Bar in Bratislava at No.25 and Nouvelle Vague in Tirana at No.28. In Scandinavia, Oslo's Himkok (No.14) was joined by another new entry, Svanen at No.32, with Roda Huset in Stockholm at No.35. 

New York City reaffirmed its status as North America's cocktail powerhouse, with four bars making this year's list: Superbueno (rising 15 places to No.12), who was joined by newcomer Sip & Guzzle (No.39), named this year's Three Cents Best New Opening, alongside Double Chicken Please (No.41) and Overstory (No.46). In New Orleans, Jewel Of The South is No.44.

In Mexico City, The Best Bar in North America is Handshake Speakeasy at No.2, with Tlecan, a new entry in 2024, at No.23. Bar Mauro, which placed at No.54 on the extended list of bars ranked 51-100, is the recipient of the One To Watch Award. The Best Bar in South America is once again Buenos Aires' Tres Monos at No.10, with neighbour CoChinChina at No.26. Lima's Lady Bee is No.13 and the recipient of this year's Art Of Hospitality Award, alongside new entry Sastreria Martinez at No.33. Alquimico in Cartagena is No.11 while Sao Paulo's Tan Tanis No.24.

With three bars on the list, stalwart Bar Benfiddich (No.18) was joined by Virtu at No.45 and new entry The Bellwood at No.48. Host city Hong Kong also had Coa at No.38 on the list. Singapore's Jigger & Pony is No.9, with creative director and partner Uno Jang being the recipient of this year's Bartenders' Bartender Award, while Nutmeg & Clove is No.50. Seoul's Zest is No.16 with new entry Hope & Sesame, the first bar from Guangzhou to feature at No.29. The winner of the Best Cocktail Menu Award is Penang's Backdoor Bodega.

[image: ]

Mimi Kakushi in Dubai (No.36) was named The Best Bar in the Middle East, while Nairobi's Hero Bar was crowned The Best Bar in Africa after ranking No.69 on the extended list. This is the first time either accolade has been awarded as part of The World's 50 Best Bars, having previously been presented as The Best Bar in the Middle East and Africa.

At No.19, Melbourne's Caretaker's Cottage retains its title as The Best Bar in Australasia, at No.19, with Sydney's Maybe Sammy at No.42. The Best Bar Design Award is bestowed upon Sydney's Tigra + Disco Pantera.

Highlights at a glance:

* Bar Leone in Hong Kong ranks No.1 in The World's 50 Best Bars 2025, the first time this has been awarded to a bar in Asia.

* Simone Caporale of Barcelona's Sips was awarded the Roku Industry Icon Award.

* Bar Mauro in Mexico City received the One To Watch Award.

* The Cambridge Public House in Paris won the Sustainable Bar Award.

* Entering the list at No.25 and winner of the Highest New Entry Award was Bratislava's Mirror Bar.

* Moebius Milano in Milan moved up 31 places to No.7 and claimed the Highest Climber Award.

* Baba au Rum in Athens is named Legend Of The List.

* New York's Sip & Guzzle won this year's Best New Opening Award.

* Backdoor Bodega in Penang won the Best Cocktail Menu Award.

* The Best Bar Design Award was presented to Tigra + Disco Pantera in Sydney.

* Mimi Kakushi is The Best Bar in the Middle East. 

* Hero Bar is The Best Bar in Africa.
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									Defaced Bangkok street mural restored

									Chiang Mai artists join Spanish creator to repair graffiti-damaged street art
								

									Artists have repaired a mural that was recently defaced with graffiti on Charoen Krung 30 Road in Bang Rak district of Bangkok.
									Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt updated the public on the repairs in a Facebook Live video on Wednesday night. The French ambassador to Bangkok, Jean-Claude Poimboeuf, was also present to observe the restoration.

Three Thai artists from Chiang Mai joined Carolina Adan Caro, the Spanish artist who created the mural on a wall on the historical inner Bangkok road last month, according to the Bangkok governor.

The French embassy in Bangkok sponsored the murals on 15 walls in the locality. It was part of the "Krungthep Creative Streets" project, a collaboration with 15 international artists to transform walls along Charoen Krung Road with permission from the property owners.

The original mural, completed on Sept 17, took Ms Adan Caro 10 days to paint.

CCTV footage captured three vandals destroying the artwork in minutes by spraying over it on Sept 27. The Bangkok governor said two of them were arrested and the other one remained at large.

He also said that City Hall was preparing more walls specifically for graffiti and street art. He encouraged interested people to use such walls instead of vandalising others.


	Related: Defacement sparks debate over 'graffiti bombing'



[image: An artist restores the graffiti mural on Charoen Krung 30 Road Wednesday night.]
An artist restores the mural on Charoen Krung 30 Road on Wednesday. (Screenshot from Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt's Facebook Live post)



[image: Another artist from Chiang Mai repairs the graffiti mural Wednesday night. ]
Another artist from Chiang Mai works on the mural restoration. (Screenshot from Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt's Facebook Live post)



[image: Left: The original art work on a wall in Charoen Krung soi 30 in Bangkok. Right: Spanish artist Carolina Adan Caro paints the wall in collaboration with Bangkok city. (Embassy of Spain in Thailand Facebook page)]
Left: The original artwork on a wall in Charoen Krung Soi 30 in Bangkok. Right: Spanish artist Carolina Adan Caro paints the wall as part of a project sponsored by the French embassy in collaboration with Bangkok city. (Photos: Embassy of France in Thailand Facebook page)


								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3118261/defaced-bangkok-street-mural-restored



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Oncology pioneer to share his life story on stage

									
								

									Jeremy K. Hon, a Hong Kong-born oncologist, haematologist and author of the remarkable memoir An Impossible Life Journey, will be in town to share his powerful story during the 30th Book Expo Thailand at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Oct 13 at 5pm.
									He will take the stage at the Author's Salon, a dedicated seminar for authors and writers of all genres and experts from various fields to showcase their work, share knowledge, ideas and valuable experiences with readers.

Born in Hong Kong to a refugee family from Southern China, Dr Hon's life embodies resilience. He began his studies in pharmacy at National Taiwan University, but his participation in the historic Diaoyutai student protests led to a ban from Taiwan.

Refusing to give up, he moved to the US where he worked to support himself. After earning his pharmacy degree in Alabama, he pursued his studies at the School of Medicine at the University of Alabama in Birmingham and discovered his passion for oncology during his training at the renowned MD Anderson Hospital.

In 1988, Dr Hon co-founded the Clearview Cancer Institute in Huntsville, Alabama, where he became a pioneer in cancer research and treatment. His work advanced clinical trials and therapies for pancreatic, breast, lung and colorectal cancers and he also directed a stem cell programme.

Throughout his career in the US, he has remained deeply rooted in Chinese culture, drawing lifelong inspiration from Confucian values and Tang poetry -- principles he credits with guiding him through both hardship and achievement.

An Impossible Life Journey, now available in Thai from Sanskritbook and Saengdao Publishing, is not only a chronicle of his personal and professional challenges but also a meditation on perseverance, cultural identity and the universal human spirit to overcome adversity.

Audiences at the book expo will have the chance to listen to his remarkable journey that took him from a refugee childhood to co-founding one of America's leading cancer institutes. His talk promises to inspire readers, students, professionals and anyone seeking courage to face life's challenges.
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A satellite image released by the
Second Army Region shows the loca-
tion of Ban Nong Chan, in Sa Kaeo
province, relative to the boundary
markers along the Thai-Cambodia
border. The army says the area is now
inhabited by Cambodians, who insist
that the area is Cambodian territory.
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