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Politics
Trump's new foreign aid plan eyes $50 million for Greenland's polar bears
Documents reviewed by The Post show the administration may spend millions to protect vulnerable wildlife, proposals that stunned critics of its moves to gut foreign assistance.

Polar bears are listed as a vulnerable species by the World Wildlife Foundation because of various threats including climate change and the wildlife trade. There are roughly 26,000 worldwide, with about 3,000 thought to be in Greenland. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


By Adam Taylor, Noah Robertson, Hannah Natanson | 2025-10-09
The Trump administration is considering whether to spend up to $50 million in foreign aid to protect polar bears in Greenland and $25 million for snow leopards in Nepal, proposals strikingly at odds with a parallel initiative to slash humanitarian and wildlife programs deemed incompatible with President Donald Trump's "America First" agenda, according to documents reviewed by The Washington Post and people familiar with the matter.
As of mid-September, the State Department was actively assembling teams to devise the funding proposals, internal emails show. The move, which has not been previously reported or publicly announced, stunned diplomats and elected officials from the United States and other nations, as well as scientific researchers who work on conservation efforts for the animals involved, many of whom noted the administration's dramatic cuts to other U.S. foreign assistance.
The Greenland initiative is particularly noteworthy, as Trump -- citing the Arctic island's strategic location and rich natural resources -- has repeatedly expressed a desire to acquire the semiautonomous territory through purchase or annexation. Greenland remains part of the Danish realm, and its people have expressed little interest in Trump's solicitations.
In a statement acknowledging the conversations that are underway, the State Department said that biodiversity funding was being considered only because it was mandated by Congress before Trump returned to the White House.
"This is very hard to justify as in America's national interest, but because the State Department is complying with applicable laws and unable to reprogram the FY2024 funding, we are exploring creative ways to abide by the law and still advance our country's strategic goals," the statement says, using an abbreviation for the prior fiscal year.
One aim, the statement continued, was to identify "opportunities to strengthen economic and diplomatic ties with key partners" and advance Trump's foreign policy goals "even while forced to meet this congressionally mandated earmark."
The Trump administration previously has flouted lawmakers' intent on federal spending. In August, for instance, the Office of Management and Budget nixed almost $5 billion in foreign aid already signed into law, a move the Senate Appropriations Committee's top Republican, Sen. Susan Collins (Maine), called "a clear violation of the law."
Researchers who work on polar bear conservation in Greenland expressed bewilderment over the scale of the funding proposal under consideration, calling it many orders of magnitude greater than their current funding and saying the figure was so vast that it was unclear if it could all be spent. These people, like several others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the Trump administration's calculations.
The Trump administration paused most foreign aid after entering office and later made sweeping cuts to programs that, among other things, provided tens of millions of dollars' worth of medicine for people in war-torn Sudan and for food aid in crisis areas such as Gaza.
The animal-protection proposals would be funded by the nearly $2 billion once administered by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), which the Trump administration dismantled earlier this year. Trump officials signaled to Congress last month that they planned to shift that lump sum to what in many cases are vaguely defined projects intended to advance the president's "America First" agenda.
Included among the other new uses for that money, as outlined in a September message from the administration to Congress, are initiatives aimed at countering "Marxist, anti-American regimes" in Latin America, and helping maintain peace between Azerbaijan and Armenia in Central Asia. The congressional notice mentions that some funds will be going to Greenland for "economic development and conservation work" and also mentions Nepal as a recipient of aid. The document does not describe how much would go to those countries or how it would be spent.
Congressional aides who have been briefed on the $2 billion reallocation told The Post that they had sought explanation from the administration given Trump's vow to annex Greenland. When informed of the biodiversity proposals being devised, some said they were incredulous to learn the polar bear and snow leopard projects could receive so much money when others, intended to address human suffering, had been defunded.
"After decimating USAID and State Department programs that Congress authorized and funded, the Trump administration doesn't get kudos for continuing a sliver of international conservation aid," Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire), the Senate Foreign Relations Committee's top Democrat said in a statement, adding that she expected "meaningful congressional consultation and oversight when the administration wants to spend American taxpayer dollars."
The governments of Denmark, Greenland and Nepal did not respond to requests for comment.
If carried out, the biodiversity funding proposals could dramatically alter such conservation efforts. The Greenland Institute of Natural Resources, a body that tracks the island's wildlife, has an annual budget of less than $500,000 for polar bear research. Most of that money comes from the Danish government, according to annual reports.
Several State Department staffers said they, too, were shocked to learn the Trump administration wanted to spend money to protect endangered animals, given its recent record on wildlife conservation. In April, for example, the government proposed redefining what it means to "harm" animals under the Endangered Species Act, a move environmentalists warn will lead to greater habitat destruction.
Polar bears and snow leopards both are listed as a vulnerable species by the World Wildlife Foundation, because of various threats including climate change and the wildlife trade. There are roughly 26,000 polar bears worldwide, with around 3,000 thought to be in Greenland. The planet has at least 4,000 snow leopards, with fewer than 400 living in Nepal.

A snow leopard in its enclosure at Central Park Zoo in New York City. (Cindy Ord/Getty Images)


One State Department employee familiar with the polar bear project said that, internally, it has raised questions because spending on so much else has been slashed. This person said that he and his colleagues estimated it would translate to about $100,000 per polar bear.
"It's something [the Office of Foreign Assistance] has been pushing for months," the employee said. "While everything else is eliminated." Another State Department staffer was more blunt, saying: "We are doing absolutely nothing right now to protect any nature or wildlife."
Other employees noted that the agency's arm that would normally handle distributing such funds, the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, was hit hard by Trump initiatives to shrink the federal workforce. Through firings, retirements and resignations, that bureau has seen several offices close, most of its senior leadership depart and roughly half of its staff leave, two employees said.
The emails reviewed by The Post say that the funding is a priority for Jeremy Lewin, a political appointee performing the duties of undersecretary for foreign assistance, humanitarian affairs and religious freedom. Lewin, who had not worked in government before joining the Trump administration as a member of Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service this year, has emerged as a key implementer of administration policies, including the dismantling of USAID and the reorganization of the State Department.
The focus on Greenland and Nepal -- a country nestled between superpowers India and China that has recently seen a bloody period of political unrest -- has led to some alarm among observers.
Trump has suggested that he would consider using military force to take Greenland if the territory is not sold to the United States. Earlier this year, according to previous Post reporting, the White House prepared estimates for how much it would cost to maintain Greenland as a territory, suggesting that the president's public statements were more than just musings.
In August, Denmark's foreign minister summoned a top U.S. diplomat after reports that Americans with suspected ties to Trump had been carrying out covert influence operations in Greenland. Though Trump has spoken less frequently about Greenland in recent months, Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen told lawmakers this week that they should not "breathe a sigh of relief."
During the first Trump administration, the president expressed similar ambitions regarding Greenland. When those overtures were rebuffed, his administration announced $10 million in USAID funding that was designed for development of key sectors, including mining and tourism.
While Greenland, due to its relationship with Denmark, has not been a major recipient of American foreign aid in the past, Nepal is a developing nation and had previously received numerous grants from USAID and other U.S. institutions, including some specifically for snow leopards.
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Politics
MAGA rage over Bad Bunny at Super Bowl sparks an alternative show
Counterprogramming hosted by the group that Charlie Kirk founded spotlights the growing political polarization surrounding one of the biggest events of the year.

Bad Bunny, shown performing last month in San Juan, Puerto Rico, has been named the headliner for the Super Bowl halftime show in February. (Thais Llorca/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2025-10-09
Turning Point USA, the group founded by the late conservative activist Charlie Kirk, announced on Thursday that it will host counterprogramming to the Super Bowl halftime show as MAGA leaders and supporters have been enraged over the selection of Puerto Rican superstar Bad Bunny as the 2026 headliner.
"It's true, Turning Point USA is thrilled to announce The All American Halftime Show," the group posted on X.
Turning Point USA's announcement comes as the culture war controversy over Bad Bunny's scheduled Super Bowl appearance has been going on more than a week after his selection was announced. MAGA influencers expressed fury with the National Football League over picking the performer to headline the Super Bowl LX halftime show in February.
They and other conservative critics say Bad Bunny should not headline the show because of his criticism of President Donald Trump's agenda, exclusively Spanish-language lyrics, gender-fluid fashion and decision to not tour in the U.S. mainland over concerns of ICE raids at his shows. Some have questioned his legal status and suggested he is not American. Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens.
The conservative group's counterprogramming is a fresh reminder of the increasing politicization of the Super Bowl halftime show.
Turning Point USA did not name any of the performers in its show who would participate or detail where the show would be held or how it be broadcast but wrote that the show will celebrate faith, family and freedom. With the announcement, the group published a form asking supporters to share which music genres they would like featured in the show. The options begin with "anything in English" -- a pointed reference to Bad Bunny.
Critics have argued the Super Bowl, one of the most-watched annual events in the United States, should be in English. The NFL, for its part, has emphasized its desire to expand its international audiences in recent years.
Trump has not been particularly vocal about Bad Bunny's selection or the MAGA backlash. Speaking to Newsmax's Greg Kelly late Monday, Trump sidestepped a question on whether to boycott the league over Bad Bunny.
"I don't know who he is, I don't know why they're doing it -- it's, like, crazy," Trump said. "Then they blame it on some promoter that they hired to pick up entertainment. I think it's absolutely ridiculous."
Trump became the first sitting U.S. president to attend the Super Bowl earlier this year. In May, he announced that the 2027 NFL Draft will take place on the National Mall in Washington.
But the NFL is no stranger to criticism from MAGA leaders and supporters. During his first term as president, Trump demanded that NFL owners fire or suspend players who kneel during the national anthem in protest and urged fans to boycott. The league eventually created policies to keep protesting players in the locker room during the anthem.
Jack Posobiec, a right-wing commentator, was the first to suggest that Turning Point USA host a "counter-Superbowl halftime show" with rock band Creed when Bad Bunny was first announced. Other right-wing influencers quickly joined in calling for Turning Point USA to plan its own show.
Earlier this week, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) also joined the chorus of MAGA criticism, saying it was a "terrible decision" to choose Bad Bunny. He said that the Super Bowl should be headlined by an artist like Lee Greenwood, the country singer known for his song "God Bless the USA," which is often Trump's walkout music at events.
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White House
Trump plans trip to Middle East to sign Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal
President Trump on Thursday credited several Middle Eastern and global leaders for helping secure the first phase of a deal in hopes of ending the two-year war.

President Donald Trump spoke about the ceasefire deal at a Cabinet meeting on Thursday. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Michael Birnbaum, Dan Diamond | 2025-10-09
President Donald Trump on Thursday said that he plans to visit the Middle East early next week to personally sign a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas.
"We secured the release of all of the remaining hostages, and they should be released on Monday or Tuesday," Trump said in a Cabinet meeting at the White House, adding that the timing of his trip was still to be determined. He said he would sign the deal in Egypt, which hosted negotiators for the final push of talks in recent days. Trump a day earlier voiced the possibility of visiting Israel.
The president credited several Middle Eastern and global leaders for helping secure the first phase of a deal to end the two-year war in Gaza, with Hamas agreeing to release all remaining hostages in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners.
"I will tell you, President Erdogan was personally involved in dealing with Hamas and some of the others," Trump said of the Turkish leader. He also singled out Qatar, Indonesia and other countries. "The whole world has come together for this."
He touted the U.S. military strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities this summer as a "very important" factor in the deal, arguing that the strikes have prevented Iran from developing nuclear weapons.
"Even if we signed a deal, there'd be a big dark cloud over it and it wouldn't be the same thing," Trump said.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Politics
Katie Porter's bid for governor is getting noticed - but not how she wants
Two viral videos have brought unwelcome attention to the former congresswoman, who has been leading polls in the 2026 California governor's race.

Rep. Katie Porter (D-California) waves to supporters during an election night party in Long Beach, California, on March 5, 2024. (Damian Dovarganes/AP)


By Patrick Svitek | 2025-10-09
The 2026 California governor's race had been flying under the radar recently, overshadowed by Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom's battles with President Donald Trump and November's election in the state.
But the contest is drawing fresh attention after the release of two videos showing the polling front-runner, former congresswoman Katie Porter (D), flashing her temper, first in a recent interview with a TV reporter in California and then in a 2021 clip, obtained by Politico, where she told a staffer to "get out of my f---ing shot" while recording an online discussion.
The videos have drawn sharp criticism from her Democratic opponents and from some Democrats outside the state who have been alarmed by her treatment of staff members before.
Newsom, a potential 2028 presidential candidate, is not seeking reelection next year because he is term-limited. Porter's rivals on the Democratic side include former Los Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, former U.S. health secretary Xavier Becerra and Tony Thurmond, the state superintendent of public instruction.
Kamala Harris, the former vice president and 2024 presidential nominee, considered joining the race earlier this year but decided against it as she keeps the door open for another White House bid.
Porter is a former member of the House who represented a relatively competitive part of the blue state -- Orange County -- from 2019 to 2025. She became known for interrogating corporate executives at committee hearings, often using a whiteboard to press her arguments.
Porter ran for Senate in 2024 for the seat held by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-California), who later announced she would not seek reelection and died months later at age 90. Porter's opponents for the seat included two fellow House Democrats from California, Reps. Adam Schiff and Barbara Lee. Schiff was a leader in Trump's first impeachment in 2019.
Schiff ultimately won after advancing to the general election against Republican Steve Garvey, who faced an uphill battle among the state's overwhelmingly Democratic voters. After losing, Porter accused billionaires of seeking to "rig" the election, language that drew condemnation from fellow Democrats. She later said she regretted the word choice.
Porter entered the governor's race in March, saying California needs leaders "with the backbone to fight for what's right."
The controversy began this week, with the release of a roughly three-minute excerpt from an interview that Porter did with CBS California reporter Julie Watts. In the clip, Watts asks Porter how she plans to appeal to Trump voters in California. Porter suggests that is not necessary in a statewide race in heavily Democratic California. But under further questioning by Watts, Porter grows irritated and angry, calling the interview "unnecessarily argumentative" and threatening to leave.
Then came the video of Porter berating the staffer years ago, which Politico said came during an online discussion between Porter and Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm in July 2021. In the video, the staffer appears in the background a number of times before Porter shouts at her to get out of the shot, using profanity.
Asked for comment on the fallout from both videos, Porter's campaign provided a statement from the candidate that addressed only the 2021 clip.
"It's no secret I hold myself and my staff to a high standard, and that was especially true as a member of Congress," Porter said. "I have sought to be more intentional in showing gratitude to my staff for their important work."
Porter's Democratic rivals have piled on with criticism. One of them, former state controller Betty Yee, called on Porter to end her campaign over the contentious interview.
"Katie Porter is a weak, self-destructive candidate unfit to lead California," Yee said on X. "The stakes are simply too high for her to stay in this race."
Thurmond said on social media that the interview showed a "pattern" for Porter, questioning how she could stand up to Trump if she "can't answer basic questions from a reporter."
Becerra took a different tack and focused on her dismissal of needing to reach out to Trump voters, saying on X that he is "not interested in excluding any vote."
Some Democratic staffers, both inside California and outside, have spoken out about the videos, as well, urging their peers to avoid bosses such as Porter. She has faced accusations before of mistreating staff members, including in a 2023 Washington Post report.
"My message to any operative coming up: you don't need to work for a principal like this," Ammar Moussa, a former spokesperson for Harris's presidential campaign, said Thursday on X.
It remains to be seen how much the video could shake up the race in polling, which has given Porter a minor lead so far.
Porter led the field with the support of 17 percent of voters in a UC Berkeley/Los Angeles Times poll released in August. But a plurality of voters in the poll -- nearly 4 in 10 -- had not made up their minds yet, showing how Porter's front-runner status has been fragile.
Porter has nonetheless been picking up momentum. The day before the interview excerpt went viral, she won the endorsement of Emily's List, the powerful group that works to elect Democratic women who support abortion rights.
The controversy could also help motivate other Democrats to enter the race. Chief among the potential candidates is Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California), who has not ruled out a run but has said he is first focused on November's election.
In the upcoming election, Newsom is asking voters to sign off on a plan to redraw the state's congressional districts to help Democrats win more seats in the midterms. The plan is meant to offset Trump-backed redistricting schemes in Texas and other red states.
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Politics
Congresswoman-in-limbo Adelita Grijalva on the dilemma she faces
Democratic Rep. Grijalva won her special election more than two weeks ago, but House Republicans refuse to swear her into office.

The office of Representative-elect Adelita Grijalva, who was elected but hasn't been seated, Tuesday at the Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-10-09
Every office along the second floor of the Longworth House Office Building looks welcoming, flags lined up nicely, most with visitor sign-in logs out front.
Except for the one where the plaque out front reads, "Representative Adelita S. Grijalva, Arizona" -- but the doors are locked, with newspapers and internal mail piling up out front.
Grijalva's (D) offices -- both in Washington and back in her district -- are closed, leaving the constituents of Arizona's 7th Congressional District without representation or a single staffer who can answer questions as the government shutdown stretches into its second week.
The phone lines do not even have a courtesy message telling constituents how to reach out to Arizona's senators for help. The voice answering the phone in the Tucson office is a recording of Grijalva's father, the late Raul Grijalva (D). He's the 11-term lawmaker whose death in March prompted the special election that his daughter won by almost 40 percentage points.
Despite Grijalva's victory more than two weeks ago, House Republican Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has refused to swear her into office.
After a fleeting effort last week to get sworn in, she has decamped back to Tucson to mount a media campaign designed to shame the speaker into letting her make history as Arizona's first Latina in Congress.
"I have the will and responsibility of almost 800,000 people to represent, and I need to fight for them. And so I'm going to make this as public as possible," she said during a videoconference interview Tuesday. "I'm going to continue to highlight the hypocrisy and the fact that this is dangerous. It's dangerous for our democracy."

Adelita Grijalva speaks to reporters at a primary election-night party in July in South Tucson, Arizona. (Rebecca Noble/Getty Images)


It's unclear why Grijalva has not been sworn in, though she has a hypothesis: That it has to do with her stance on the federal investigation into convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein and her identity.
The former explanation has been offered by at least two Republicans and many Democrats. They claim that Johnson has shut down the House to block a vote on a bill requiring the release of federal investigative files into Epstein's crimes.
Along with four renegade Republicans, all 213 Democrats have signed a petition to release the files. If the petition reaches 218 signatures, that would trigger a process ultimately forcing a vote on a matter that President Donald Trump has dismissed as a "Democrat hoax." Grivalja has said she would bring the number of signatures to the magic number of 218.
"It has nothing to do with Epstein," Johnson said Wednesday, when he crashed a news conference Arizona's Democratic senators, Ruben Gallego and Mark Kelly, held outside his office in hopes of pressuring the speaker into swearing Grivalja in.
"I think that Speaker Johnson is taking the time to try to encourage one of the Republicans who signed on to the discharge petition to change their mind," Grijalva said. "But, you know, the only other obvious [reason] is that I'm a Chicana from Tucson. And, sadly, it's not unfamiliar for the bar to be set higher and different for me."
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), an outspoken conservative who has clashed with Democrats but signed the Epstein petition, said Johnson's logic about not swearing in Grijalva was "sketchy." She noted Johnson told Republicans to be quiet so he could swear in Virginia Democrat Rep. James Walkinshaw, even as the chamber was fighting over how to honor slain conservative activist Charlie Kirk.
"Yet he won't call the House back in session and swear in the new Democrat member," Greene told The Washington Post's Kadia Goba Wednesday, referring to Grijalva.
Johnson did give three White male lawmakers who won special elections this year their oaths of office on the House floor less than 24 hours after polls closed in their elections. One of those lawmakers was Walkinshaw, who joined the House in early September. The other two, Florida Republicans Reps. Randy Fine and Jimmy Patronis, got sworn in during a 12-minute session in which no other real business was conducted.
Johnson has given several different answers in explaining this seeming discrepancy, including a jumbled answer Tuesday at a news conference when he said Grijalva would be seated "as soon as she wants."
Later, House GOP aides explained that "as soon as she wants" does not actually mean as soon as Grijalva wants.

House Speaker Mike Johnson, left, on Tuesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By lunchtime Wednesday, when he engaged Kelly and Gallego, the speaker gave his clearest answer on the subject: Grijalva would not be sworn in until Senate Democrats vote to open the government.
"I am anxious to administer the oath to her as soon as you guys vote to open the government," Johnson told the senators.
This leaves Grijalva, 55, a hostage in a political fight over funding the government. And that also leaves her constituents in southern Arizona, including several tribal nations who depend on federal resources, without any representation in the House.
"The longer the shutdown continues, the more and more people are going to need help navigating any resources that are available. And there literally is no one answering the phone. The offices are closed and completely empty," she said Tuesday.
When a lawmaker resigns midterm or dies while still in office, the standard procedure is for the Clerk of the House, a nonpartisan office, to take over. A small amount of staff remain working for the district, helping with questions on Social Security, other benefits and Capitol tours.
A few days before the special election to choose a new member, those staff turn in all their congressional electronic devices. At close of business the day before the election, Clerk of the House officials collect the keys and lock the office doors, assuming the new member will be quickly sworn in after a winner is declared.
Sometimes, if Congress is not in session, House leaders will wait to swear in the new member, as happened in 2022 when Rep. Pat Ryan (D-New York) won a special election during the long summer recess. He waited three weeks for the House to come back into session to formally get sworn into office.
But that's not an ironclad rule. The day after they won April special elections in Florida, Fine and Patronis took the oath from Johnson.
The House wasn't in session that day, because an internal GOP revolt left Johnson incapable of moving that week's agenda. Johnson said Wednesday those oaths, which were given during what is known as a pro forma session, were justified because the House was supposed to be in session and the new lawmakers were here with their families.
That almost exact same scenario occurred early last week, when the House was supposed to be in session, Grijalva was there asking to be sworn in, and Johnson was a short walk away from the House floor.
But Johnson had canceled votes for all of last week and told rank-and-file lawmakers to stay home as part of a shutdown leverage play against Senate Democrats, trying to force them to vote for the GOP plan to fund the government.
During a brief open-and-shut session Sept. 30, Democrats shouted for her to be sworn in, but were not recognized. The same scene has played out in three other pro forma sessions, leaving Grijalva in congressional purgatory.
Last week she walked over to the Longworth building to poke her head into her father's old office, only to discover that her name had already been placed on the door.
"I just wanted to go see what was up. And I was surprised that my name was up there already," she said, recalling a flood of two different emotions landing at once. "It was sort of like, wow -- and then like, sad. It was both of the things, all of the things."
The next day, the government shutdown began and Grijalva was no longer allowed into the Capitol unless she had an official escort. So she returned to Tucson and her three children.
Her father launched his political career in the early 1970s as a rabble-rousing member of Arizona's Mexican American community. In Congress he honed an image as a fighter, chairing the Congressional Progressive Caucus.
Grijalva said she suspects that in the political afterlife, her father is enjoying seeing his daughter in the middle of a big fight.
"I think he would be laughing a little bit, that his daughter is causing so much stress to so many people in power," she said.
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White House
Trump wants a Nobel Prize. He'll learn Friday if his campaign paid off.
President Donald Trump's long quest for a Nobel Peace Prize has sparked an unusual global scramble.

President Donald Trump on Monday in the Oval Office. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum, Dan Diamond | 2025-10-09
Of all the golden glories that Donald Trump has accumulated -- the statues, sneakers, even a golden pager -- one gleaming medallion has eluded the 79-year-old president: the Nobel Peace Prize.
The annual award, set to be announced Friday, has occupied Trump for months, along with a recurring complaint that he'll be overlooked despite his global peacemaking efforts.
"We settled seven wars. We're close to settling an eighth. And I think we'll end up settling the Russia situation, which is horrible," Trump said Wednesday, when asked whether he expected to claim the prize when the chair of the Norwegian Nobel Committee steps solemnly up to a microphone in his grand Oslo headquarters. "I don't think anybody in history settled that many. But perhaps they'll find a reason not to give it to me."
If he doesn't win, Trump said last week, "it'll be a big insult to our country, I will tell you that."
"I don't want it. I want the country to get it," Trump added, touting the many conflicts he says he has resolved in his first months in office and his efforts to broker peace in the Middle East.
Trump maintains he is not politicking for the prize, which he has mentioned publicly every few weeks since reclaiming the Oval Office -- a habit people familiar with the award warned could hurt his chances. But his naked hunger to win has shifted foreign diplomacy. It may have helped spur Hamas and Israeli officials to strike a bargain this week, one former top Israeli negotiator said, in hopes of being able to announce a buzzer-beating peace after two years of war so that Trump can take home the gold.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly said he deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. This year's winner will be announced by the Nobel Committee on October 10.


The "Friday morning deadline is shaping the timeline, the announcement of the Nobel Committee in Oslo," Col. Doron Hadar, a reservist officer who until last year commanded the Israel Defense Forces' negotiation unit, said before Trump announced a Gaza ceasefire deal Wednesday. "Everyone understands this timeline, and that's why I believe that by [Thursday] evening, there will already be a declaration that the sides have reached agreements."
Trump's quest to match an honor handed to then-President Barack Obama has been noted by lawmakers and world leaders eager to curry favor. Several have nominated him for the prize. Others, including Trump's deputies and even a pharmaceutical company CEO, have publicly campaigned for his victory.
And Trump, eager to boost his odds, phoned an influential Norwegian friend, former NATO secretary general Jens Stoltenberg, to float the topic as Stoltenberg, now Norway's finance minister, walked along an Oslo street this summer, according to two officials familiar with the call. Like others interviewed for this article, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk frankly about what some fear could be a sticky diplomatic situation should Trump not win the prize.

President Barack Obama receives the Nobel Peace Prize in 2009. (Jewel Samad/AFP/Getty Images)


Pakistan's government kicked Trump a nomination in June. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu offered one up in July. Cambodia's came in August. Taiwan, meanwhile, dangled Nobel bait this week, as President Lai Ching-te told "The Clay Travis & Buck Sexton Show" that if Trump persuades Chinese President Xi Jinping to permanently abandon military designs on Taiwan, the U.S. leader "would undoubtedly" win the prize.
Trump's not-a-campaign campaign has little precedent in the subdued world of Nobel peace picks, where five Norwegians appointed by their country's parliament meet in conclave for months of studious deliberation. Winners almost never campaign publicly -- and few lobby privately, according to people familiar with Nobel history. His public interest in the award could backfire, according to a person familiar with the operations of the prize.
"The pressure from Trump is rather extraordinary and comes across not least as remarkably self-centered. That rhetoric and his whole approach must be said to collide quite dramatically with the traditions of the prize, even if that in itself may not be disqualifying," the person said.
"It's unprecedented, and it's very unusual," said Nina Graeger, the director of the Peace Research Institute Oslo, who compiles an annual shortlist of possible winners that often successfully identifies a candidate. This year, Trump isn't on the list -- although a number of organizations with which he has clashed are.
The International Criminal Court, the Hague-based body that Trump placed sanctions on in February because of its pursuit of Israeli leaders over their conduct in Gaza, is on the shortlist. So is the Committee to Protect Journalists, a watchdog for global press freedom that has raised concerns about Trump's threats to reporters inside the United States.
Betting markets favor Sudan's Emergency Response Rooms, a community initiative that delivers humanitarian aid in the middle of that country's civil war, another entry on Graeger's list.
"The Peace Prize sends a very strong message to the world, and it's a very important political symbol," Graeger said.
She said that if Trump actually does deliver "sustainable peace" in Gaza, "if this all goes the way in which we all hope it will go, the committee would consider him for the peace prize, I'm quite sure. They would also, however, look at whatever else he's doing in the world, but at least they would have to consider him."
This year, she said, "I don't find it likely," not least because the cutoff for nominations is Jan. 31 -- although that technical challenge didn't hold Obama back from winning the prize in 2009, his first year in office, a decision many in the Nobel world now say was a mistake.
Trump has remarked on the standard applied to his predecessor.
"If I were named Obama, I would have had the Nobel Prize given to me in 10 seconds," Trump said in remarks in October 2024, when he was still on the campaign trail and touting his first-term efforts to broker peace in the Middle East.
A White House spokeswoman said Trump's efforts to end global conflicts are not about awards. "While the President deserves the Nobel Peace Prize many times over, he doesn't care about recognition -- only saving lives," spokeswoman Anna Kelly said in a statement.
Trump has said he resolved seven conflicts, including between India and Pakistan, Armenia and Azerbaijan, and the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda (the list does not include Israel and Hamas). The president in some cases has exaggerated the depth of the conflict and in others overstated the degree to which the conflict is over. In at least one case, involving Serbia and Kosovo, fighting ended decades ago and officials say it wasn't about to start again. Congo's leaders say the fighting with Rwanda continues. White House officials say the president is proud of his record.
Others who need to curry favor with Trump have zeroed in on the Nobel as a way to do so, including Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla, who lauded Trump for his coronavirus vaccine program on an investor call in April.
"I told him that he should have received the Nobel Prize" and that it was unfair he didn't, Bourla said.
Some advocates say the president's contributions are noble, and Nobel-worthy.
The Hostages and Missing Families Forum held a mock Nobel Prize ceremony outside the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv last month, praising Trump for his efforts to return dozens of hostages taken by Hamas and end the war in Gaza. The group this week renewed its call for Trump to receive a Nobel Peace Prize -- before he announced the first phase of a peace deal.
"Throughout this entire ordeal, we have believed that President Trump deserves this recognition," the group said in a statement to The Washington Post, adding that the idea came from family members affected by the hostage crisis and that it was not prompted by the White House. "His personal commitment has given us hope after two years of darkness."

The Hostages and Missing Families Forum holds a mock Nobel Prize ceremony outside the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv in September. (Uriel Even Sapir/Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Others have interjected the global prize into domestic politics. Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana), the chairman of the Senate's health committee, has seized on the idea in social media posts, Senate hearings and even a National Review essay last month, insisting that Trump deserves a peace prize for his Operation Warp Speed initiative to accelerate coronavirus vaccine development in 2020.
Cassidy's efforts reflect an effort to draw a distinction between Trump's work to advance coronavirus vaccines and his health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has claimed that Operation Warp Speed helped produce "the deadliest vaccine ever made."
Kennedy and Mehmet Oz, who leads the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, have also said that Trump deserves a Nobel for his coronavirus vaccine work.
Some Republicans are already making plans to recognize Trump if he is passed over for a Nobel Prize this week. Rep. Claudia Tenney (New York), who has said that Trump deserves a Nobel for his work on the Abraham Accords, a set of treaties that normalized relationships between Israel and several Arab countries, has pledged to nominate him for a third time.
Cassidy, meanwhile, is making plans to honor Trump for his coronavirus work.
"President Trump's Operation Warp Speed was a historic success that saved millions of lives," the senator told The Post. "I can't think of anyone more deserving of a Nobel Peace Prize, and I'm proud to be nominating him."
Maham Javaid and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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Politics
Texas National Guard troops are active in Chicago area, military says
Around 200 Texas National Guard soldiers and 300 soldiers from the Illinois National Guard will protect ICE agents and federal property, the military said.

People protest the arrival of the Texas National Guard in downtown Chicago on Wednesday. (Octavio Jones/AFP/Getty Images)


By Rachel Pannett | 2025-10-09
Texas National Guard troops began operations in the greater Chicago area on Wednesday evening, after President Donald Trump spent a good part of the day seeking to build his case for deployments to cities including Chicago and Portland, Oregon.
Around 200 Texas National Guard soldiers and 300 soldiers from the Illinois National Guard have been mobilized for an initial period of 60 days, according to the military unit in command of the troops.
"These forces will protect U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and other U.S. Government personnel who are performing federal functions, including the enforcement of federal law, and to protect federal property," the U.S. Army Northern Command said in a statement Wednesday evening.
The Trump administration is sending federalized National Guard troops to Illinois against the wishes of state officials, including Gov. JB Pritzker (D), who described the planned deployment of Texas troops over the weekend as an "invasion."
The highly unusual deployment of one state's Guard in another state against its wishes marks the latest expansion in the Trump administration's use of National Guard members to crack down on what it has portrayed as lawless and crime-ridden cities.
Trump said earlier Wednesday he would pursue designating antifa -- a political protest movement composed of unaffiliated groups -- a "foreign terrorist organization" as his administration seeks to crack down on what it views as a surge of far-left activists operating in Democratic-run cities.
The president also called for Democratic officials in Chicago -- including Pritzker and Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson -- to be jailed, accusing them without evidence of "failing to protect" ICE officers who have been sent to the city.
Pritzker, a potential 2028 presidential candidate, vowed Wednesday not to back down in the face of Trump's jail threat.
"Trump is now calling for the arrest of elected representatives checking his power. What else is left on the path to full-blown authoritarianism?" he wrote on X.
In a separate post Wednesday, Pritzker accused the president of "breaching the Constitution and breaking the law" with the troop deployments.
"A show of force so he can militarize our cities because of the 2026 elections. We need to stand up together and speak up," Pritzker said.
The Justice Department declined to comment on Trump's remarks about Johnson and Pritzker. The White House declined to provide more information about Trump's call for them to be jailed, instead providing a statement critical of their records on crime.
The Trump administration has deployed National Guard troops to multiple Democratic-governed cities over the objections of local officials, including Los Angeles and Washington, D.C.
In Portland, a federal judge late Sunday blocked the Trump administration's efforts to deploy troops after a weekend of clashes between protesters and federal agents.
Illinois and the city of Chicago filed a lawsuit Monday alleging that the deployment of any state's National Guard -- including Texas -- to perform federal law enforcement functions in Illinois is unconstitutional.
On Monday, U.S. District Judge April Perry set the case's next hearing for Thursday, but stopped short of ordering the federal government to pause the deployment until after the hearing. By Tuesday, Texas troops began gathering about 50 miles outside of Chicago, in Elwood, Illinois.
Hundreds of protesters clashed with federal agents in Chicago over the weekend, as the threatened deployment fanned tensions in the state's biggest city. One woman was shot during an incident that officials characterized as a civilian "ambush" of federal authorities.
Patrick Svitek and Leo Sands contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump announces ceasefire deal to begin ending the war in Gaza
The president's announcement says the agreement includes the release of hostages by Hamas and the withdrawal of Israeli troops.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks to President Donald Trump regarding Middle East peace talks during an unrelated event at the White House on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum, Hazem  Balousha, Lior Soroka, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2025-10-09
Israel and Hamas agreed Wednesday to the first phase of a deal to end the two-year war in Gaza, President Donald Trump, Israeli and Hamas leaders said, moving closer to halting the deadliest chapter in Israeli-Palestinian history since the establishment of the Israeli state. Trump's announcement came hours after he told reporters he would soon visit the region to celebrate what he said was a historic occasion.
The ceasefire agreement and hostage deal aimed to bring immediate relief to the devastated, starving population of Gaza in the form of a halt in fighting and a rush of humanitarian aid. Hamas agreed to release all the remaining hostages in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners, fulfilling a major Israeli demand to end the captivity.
The two sides appeared to have come to terms on Wednesday on just the initial phases of a deal, leaving long-term questions about Gaza's fate unresolved. Previous ceasefires have fallen apart during the bitter arc of the conflict that began two years ago this week. But both sides expressed hope that they could continue efforts to stop the fighting for good, as Trump pushes a broader, 20-point plan that leaves the door cracked to Palestinian statehood. Celebrations broke out in the city of Khan Younis and in other population centers of Gaza, according to footage broadcast by Al Jazeera, and some senior Palestinian officials declared relief that an end to the conflict may be in sight.
"I am very proud to announce that Israel and Hamas have both signed off on the first Phase of our Peace Plan. This means that ALL of the Hostages will be released very soon, and Israel will withdraw their Troops to an agreed upon line as the first steps toward a Strong, Durable, and Everlasting Peace," Trump wrote on Truth Social. "BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS!"
A Hamas release of all of hostages, which Trump said was likely to take place on Monday, will usher the conflict into a new phase. Hamas leaders have long believed that holding the captives was their main leverage against Israel. They feared that if they released all of them, they would expose themselves to a fresh Israeli campaign dedicated to their obliteration. Placing little trust in Israeli leadership, they sought U.S. assurances that Israel wouldn't simply resume the war once the hostages were released.

President Donald Trump on Oct. 8 told the families of Israeli hostages over the phone that their loved ones will return on Oct. 13.


But freedom for the hostages also could transform Israeli attitudes toward the conflict. Many Israeli citizens have viewed a hostage release as the top priority and may have a meager appetite for continued war.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that it was "a great day for Israel" and declared that he would convene his government on Thursday to ratify the agreement and "bring all of our precious hostages home."
In a statement, Netanyahu said that Israel would work to "expand peace with our neighbors," although he made no direct reference to the release of Palestinian prisoners that Hamas had made a condition of any hostage release.
His office later said that he spoke to Trump in "a very emotional and warm conversation" and that Netanyahu had invited the U.S. leader to address Israel's parliament.
Even though many details remained unresolved, many Palestinians appeared to be investing more hope in the possibility of peace than during previous pauses, when talks broke down and hostages remained in Hamas's hands.
"Finally," the deputy Palestinian observer to the United Nations, Ambassador Majed Bamya, wrote on X.
Hamas said in a statement that it had agreed to "an end to the war on Gaza," saying that it appreciated Trump's efforts "aimed at ending the war once and for all and ensuring the complete withdrawal of the occupation from the Gaza Strip."
"We affirm that our people's sacrifices will not be in vain, and that we will remain true to our pledge; we will not abandon our people's national rights until freedom, independence, and self-determination are achieved," the statement said.
Under the terms of the agreement, once the Israeli cabinet votes to approve the deal, expected on Thursday, Israeli forces will have to make an initial, partial withdrawal from Gaza within 24 hours, said a senior U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the terms of the deal.
"Then the 72-hour clock begins" for a hostage release, the official said. "Hamas will try to go earlier if possible."
The Israeli government believes that 20 hostages remain alive and in custody. It is seeking the remains of up to 28 additional hostages. In exchange for the Hamas hostage release, Israel would have to release 250 Palestinian prisoners serving life sentences and 1,700 others detained during the Gaza war -- details that were spelled out in Trump's agreement last week, although those details were not immediately reconfirmed on Wednesday.
The agreement caps two years of fitful efforts to halt the fighting in Gaza -- a failure that helped contribute to the Democrats' presidential defeat in 2024. Elements of the base spurned the party over former president Joe Biden's unwillingness to halt U.S. military support for Israel to bend Netanyahu's conduct of the war.
Trump took a different approach to Netanyahu, at times giving him free rein to press Gaza with little of the public concern for the humanitarian situation raised by the Biden administration. Early this year, he even floated the idea of redeveloping the territory into the "Riviera of the Middle East," potentially displacing its Palestinian population in the process. But he also appeared willing to twist Netanyahu's arm harder than his predecessor, pushing the Israeli leader to make concessions.
The pressure increased after Israeli forces launched a Sept. 9 strike against a residential compound in the Qatari capital of Doha, where Hamas leaders were meeting to discuss a new peace proposal. The attack -- launched with little warning to Trump -- infuriated the U.S. president and Qatari leaders who are closely allied with Washington.
In the aftermath of the strike, which killed a Qatari guard and the son of a Hamas negotiator but failed to kill its targets, Trump and top U.S. officials saw an opening for a fresh push. They shopped a new plan at the United Nations General Assembly in late September, then released it last week with Netanyahu's assent. Trump pushed both sides to agree.
The final impetus for a deal may have been the impending announcement of this year's Nobel Peace Prize on Friday. Trump has long expressed his desire for the prize, and at times has said Gaza peace might clinch it. The apparent last-minute dash is unusual, since officials familiar with how the committee operates say it typically has already made its decision with just days to go before the winner is announced.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly said he deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. This year's winner will be announced by the Nobel Committee on October 10.


Appearing on Fox News on Wednesday after the initial announcement of the ceasefire, Trump said that Netanyahu had called him to celebrate the deal and marvel at the global reaction.
"He said, 'Everybody's liking me now,' meaning him," Trump told Fox News host Sean Hannity. "I said that, more importantly, they're loving Israel again, and they really are."
The president also touted his strategy to threaten tariffs, saying that it had helped settle multiple global conflicts, including strife between India and Pakistan.
"The tariffs have brought peace to the world, I'm telling you," Trump told Hannity.
The agreement reached Wednesday covers the first elements: The two sides agreed to halt the fighting, then exchange hostages and prisoners, after which Israeli forces would withdraw from Gaza in phases, a senior Hamas official said.
"After that, the crossings will be opened in both directions, and humanitarian aid will be allowed to enter," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the details of the deal.
Gaza authorities warned residents to be careful about moving through the territory until a ceasefire formally takes effect. Some Israeli warplanes continued to launch raids on Gaza City early Thursday, according to an Al Jazeera Arabic reporter on the ground, but a UNICEF spokesman who is in Gaza, James Elder, posted in a video on Instagram that "it's incredibly quiet from the skies."
But many elements of a longer-term peace remained unresolved on Wednesday, including basic questions such as whether Hamas was willing to disarm, what would happen to its leadership, who would run Gaza and whether Palestinians might at last make progress toward their dreams of statehood. Trump offered few details apart from a reference in the Hannity interview to a "council of peace" that would oversee the war-hit territory.
Some families were gathering early Thursday at "Hostages Square," a plaza in Tel Aviv near Israel's military headquarters, where hostage families have encamped to demand the freedom of their relatives.
"There can be no true joy until everyone is home," the Hostages' Families Forum said in a statement.

Celebrations broke out in Tel Aviv and Khan Younis, Gaza, on Oct. 9 after Israel and Hamas agreed to the first phase of a ceasefire deal.


Trump unveiled the 20-point peace plan on Sept. 29, after meeting with regional leaders in both Washington and on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York. Hamas agreed to the plan in broad strokes on Friday but offered caveats that intensive negotiations were required to finalize contentious points.
Hamas and allied militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing about 1,200 people and abducting more than 250.
Israel's ensuing war in Gaza, which entered its third year on Tuesday, has flattened large parts of the enclave, displaced nearly all of its residents and killed more than 67,000 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
An earlier ceasefire that began in January collapsed in March when Israel refused to continue negotiations and resumed its attacks on Gaza.
Asked in the Oval Office on Tuesday what guarantees Washington is willing to give Arab partners that Israel will not resume the fight if Hamas releases all of its hostages, Trump said: "We have a lot of power, and we're going to do everything possible to make sure everybody adheres to the deal."
Negotiators and analysts said much of what is happening with the negotiations in the Egyptian resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh depended on Trump, who was some 6,000 miles away in Washington. Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi invited Trump to travel to Egypt for a signing ceremony if a deal is reached.
"Trump is no longer acting as a mediator but as an arbitrator," said Israeli Col. Doron Hadar, a reservist officer who commanded the Israel Defense Forces' negotiation unit until last year. "In points where no agreement is reached, he will decide, and that's a good thing."
Trump has piled pressure on mediators for a quick resolution to the conflict, which he promised on the campaign trail to end as he hopes to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Hadar said the announcement of this year's recipient, expected Friday, added to the sense of urgency in Egypt.
Outside the White House, several activists who have organized a long-running pro-Palestinian vigil said they were skeptical that Trump's terms would ultimately benefit Palestinians, and they questioned whether Israel could be trusted to keep the peace.
"I'm cautiously optimistic," said Carrie Muniak, a member of the group known as the Vigil for Palestine, toting a Palestinian flag emblazoned with the message "Not Another Bomb."
"It's hard to be super confident in any peace deal, considering how many things have started and stopped," Muniak added. "I want to see it happen."
Balousha reported from Toronto, Soroka from Tel Aviv and El Chamaa from Beirut. Claire Parker in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt; Abbie Cheeseman in Beirut; Gerry Shih in Jerusalem; Heba Farouk Mahfouz and Siham Shamalakh in Cairo; and Dan Diamond in Washington contributed to this report.
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National Security
Bipartisan measure to restrict Trump's war powers fails in Senate
A bipartisan Senate resolution to restrain Trump's ability to wage war against alleged Venezuelan drug traffickers failed in a 48-51 vote.

An F35-B jet taxis after landing at Jose Aponte de la Torre Airport, formerly Roosevelt Roads Naval Station, in Ceiba, Puerto Rico, on Sept. 13. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)


By Noah Robertson, Katie Tarrant, Ellen Nakashima | 2025-10-09
A bipartisan measure to block the Trump administration's lethal strikes against alleged Venezuelan drug smugglers fell short in the Senate on Wednesday night, in what Democratic lawmakers framed as a failure of Congress to assert its constitutional role to decide whether the country enters war.
In the past two months, the U.S. military has struck at least four boats in the Caribbean Sea, killing 21 people. The administration has claimed it is targeting "narco-terrorists" from notorious drug gangs in Venezuela, and President Donald Trump has notified Congress that the United States is now in "armed conflict" with these alleged traffickers.
Democratic lawmakers have pushed back, arguing that military officials in multiple classified briefings have not definitively identified the victims or explained why the military is using deadly force rather than the long-standing protocol of interdicting vessels at sea.
The Wednesday vote marked the most direct confrontation between lawmakers and the Trump administration over the strikes, which Democrats have called unconstitutional and some Republicans have privately worried may lack a legal basis.
"What we are doing is a very simple, straightforward resolution that just says, Congress, be Congress," Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), one of the senators leading the measure, said during a news conference before the vote. "These military actions should stop unless authorized."
The administration has escalated its campaign, sending U.S. Navy warships and military aircraft to the region, with Trump saying the attacks will continue and may broaden from "international waters" into direct strikes on Venezuelan land.
"The United States has now reached a critical point where we must use force in self-defense and defense of others against the ongoing attacks by these designated terrorist organizations," the administration's notice to Congress states.
Democratic lawmakers have argued the Pentagon has not made a conclusive case for taking military action.
"I have no idea precisely the identities of who was on these ships, or even whether the administration knows their identities," said Adam Schiff (D-California), another senator leading the vote.
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) also criticized the strikes as "extrajudicial killings," at times directly confronting administration officials.
"Is it too much to ask to know the names of those we kill before we kill them, to know what evidence exists of their guilt?" Paul said Wednesday on the Senate floor, calling the administration's argument "madness." Paul and one other Republican senator, Lisa Murkowski, were the only two who broke with party lines to support the 48-to-51 motion at Wednesday's vote. One Democrat, John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania), voted against.
Colombian President Gustavo Petro posted Wednesday on X that the latest vessel struck by the U.S. military was from his country and carried Colombian citizens, running counter to the White House's claims.
Lawmakers from both parties were visibly frustrated with the lack of information following briefings by Pentagon General Counsel Earl Matthews in recent weeks, according to senators and other people familiar with the matter.
"The sessions went very, very poorly," said one person briefed on the meetings afterward, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed sessions. "He cut people off, and they cut him off," the person said, noting that "swear words" were used.
The lawmakers' frustration showed Tuesday at a public hearing before the Senate Armed Services Committee, where the Trump administration's nominee to be the Army's general counsel declined to specify what groups the Pentagon now considered enemy combatants.
"We've never had an instance where there's a secret list of what I understand to be dozens of now terrorist organizations that the American public and certainly the oversight committees don't get to know," Sen. Elissa Slotkin (D-Michigan) said.
In February, Trump designated eight groups as foreign terrorist organizations, including Tren de Aragua, a Venezuela-based gang that Trump has claimed is run by the country's president, Nicolas Maduro. A U.S. intelligence assessment has said that is not true, and experts have said that Tren de Aragua is not deeply involved in narcotics trafficking.
In September, more than half of the Senate's Democratic caucus signed a letter requesting answers to a list of basic questions around the strikes -- from who was on board the vessels to what military assets were involved in the attacks -- in an effort to build a case against the operation. They never received a response from the White House, Kaine said.
"This resolution aims to strip President Trump of his constitutional authority to protect Americans by authorizing military strikes against narco-terrorists, the Houthis, and other Iranian proxies. This is dangerous -- it puts our children, citizens, soldiers, and allies at risk," Secretary of State Marco Rubio said in a social media post.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who voted against the resolution, told The Washington Post in an interview Tuesday that he was concerned about the strikes setting a dangerous precedent for U.S. adversaries.
"We can't think about just what happened in our hemisphere," he said. "What if China employs a similar strategy for people in international waters? We've got to be more careful of the global implications."
Speaking before the resolution was introduced, Sen. Angus King (I-Maine), who voted for the motion, said he had not seen any legal justification for the four strikes that have happened. "I think it's disturbing if the president can act as prosecutor, judge, jury and executioner," he said.
Rep. Jason Crow (D-Colorado) is leading a companion effort on the war powers resolution in the House, though a vote on his measure isn't expected until after the government shutdown ends.
Warren Strobel contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump builds case for deploying National Guard to Chicago, Portland
The president said he would pursue designating antifa a "foreign terrorist organization" and called for Democratic officials in Chicago to be jailed.

President Donald Trump, seen Tuesday, escalated his rhetoric against Democratic officials in Illinois who have opposed his immigration crackdown there. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Patrick Svitek, Leo Sands, Praveena Somasundaram, Emily Davies | 2025-10-09
President Donald Trump on Wednesday looked to bolster his public case for deploying the National Guard to Chicago and Portland, Oregon, cities where he claims Democrat politicians have failed to protect journalists and Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents from people whom he sees as left-wing domestic terrorists.
Trump said during a televised meeting at the White House that he would pursue designating antifa as a "foreign terrorist organization" -- a label that would allow for key financial and legal penalties because foreign entities are not protected by the First Amendment. Proponents of antifa -- a political protest movement composed of unaffiliated groups -- militantly oppose fascism, right-wing ideologies and are often anti-capitalist or anti-state.
Trump also repeated a call he had made earlier in the day for Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson and Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, both Democrats, to be jailed, accusing them without evidence of "failing to protect" ICE officers who have been sent to the city.
His statements and other remarks given by top aides during a 21/2-hour event laid out a legal and moral case for the administration's push to send National Guard troops into U.S. cities. Designated foreign terrorist groups can face financial sanctions imposed by the Treasury Department. The Justice Department can prosecute supporters under enhanced charges of providing "material support" to a terrorist group.
Trump has often called for the jailing of his political adversaries in social media posts. But in recent months, he has repeatedly pushed the Justice Department to pursue prosecutions in several cases -- including of former FBI director James B. Comey, who pleaded not guilty Wednesday to charges that he lied to Congress.

Before President Donald Trump floated jailing Democratic officials in Chicago on Oct. 8, he spent years calling for his political adversaries to be jailed.


Both Pritzker, a potential 2028 presidential candidate, and Johnson responded to Trump defiantly.
"I will not back down," Pritzker wrote on X. "Trump is now calling for the arrest of elected representatives checking his power. What else is left on the path to full-blown authoritarianism?"
Johnson, in a social media post, said Trump was seeking to have him "unjustly arrested," adding: "I'm not going anywhere."
The Justice Department declined to comment on Trump's remarks about Johnson and Pritzker. The White House declined to provide more information about Trump's call for them to be jailed, instead providing a statement critical of their records on crime.
At the White House on Wednesday, conservative and independent media members detailed violence that they said they witnessed or endured at the hands of antifa adherents in recent years, during an event organized to highlight the administration's view of the far-left activists who operate in Democratic-run cities.
"There's a deep sickness that's in this country right now," said Andy Ngo, a conservative journalist who said he was violently attacked while covering an antifa protest in 2019.
The panel followed an executive order Trump signed last month designating antifa as a terrorist organization, which left open questions about its implementation, because there is currently no legal mechanism in the United States for treating a purely domestic organization as a terrorist group. While Trump has long been interested in antifa, his focus escalated after the killing last month of conservative activist Charlie Kirk, whose shooter authorities say inscribed "hey fascist! CATCH!" on a bullet casing.
Trump has tied the far-left ideology he blames for Kirk's killing to demonstrations against his administration's immigration crackdown. He has sent or threatened to send the National Guard to Democratic-run cities as a response.
On Monday, Pritzker and Johnson filed a lawsuit Monday to stop Trump from sending an additional 400 National Guard troops from Texas to Chicago, a highly unusual deployment of one state's Guard into another against the host state's wishes. After a federal judge allowed the deployment to continue until the next court hearing, Texas troops began to arrive about 50 miles outside of Chicago, in Elwood, Illinois.
In Portland, however, a federal judge late Sunday blocked the Trump administration's efforts to deploy troops after a weekend of clashes between protesters and federal agents.
Stephen Miller, Trump's deputy chief of staff who is leading the crackdown on antifa, described the confrontations in Oregon as "an organized terrorist attack on the federal government and its officers" and said, without offering evidence, that local and state officials "have refused to aid ICE officers facing relentless terrorist assault and threats to life."
At the Wednesday roundtable, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said antifa is "just as sophisticated as" MS-13, the Islamic State, Hezbollah and Hamas.
Experts describe antifa as a decentralized and globalized leftist ideology whose adherents engage in a wide range of activities, including monitoring far-right groups and counterprotesting them. At times, people who adhere to the ideology have gotten into violent confrontations with such groups.

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson, left, and Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, right, during a news conference last month. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


A White House official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations, pointed to injuries to ICE agents and attacks on police officers during protests by people who they said supported antifa.
Democratic leaders in Illinois have argued that the crackdown in Chicago is more about generating media attention and creating fear than making the city safer.
"They fail to focus on violent criminals and instead create panic in our communities," Pritzker said in a statement Friday. "Illinois is not a photo opportunity or warzone, it's a sovereign state where our people deserve rights, respect, and answers."
Trump's continued desire to use troops to fight crime in U.S. cities comes with political risk. A Washington Post-Ipsos poll last month found that Americans disapprove of Trump's performance on crime by a 10-percentage-point margin and oppose him ordering the National Guard to cities beyond Washington by a four-point margin.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) declined to say Wednesday if he agreed with Trump that Johnson and Pritzker should be put behind bars.
"I'm not the attorney general. I'm the speaker of the House, and I'm trying to manage the chaos here," Johnson said, speaking at a news conference on the eighth day of a federal government shutdown. "I'm not following the day-to-day on that."
Maria Luisa Paul and Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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Military
Hegseth's sprawling hunt for Charlie Kirk critics spans nearly 300 investigations
The inquiry, resulting in a smattering of disciplinary action so far, follows an extraordinary directive aimed at silencing criticism of the slain activist and Trump supporter.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth makes remarks to an audience of U.S. Navy personnel ahead of an appearance by President Donald Trump at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia on Sunday. (Steve Helber/AP)


By Noah Robertson, Tara  Copp | 2025-10-09
The Pentagon has investigated nearly 300 Defense Department employees, including service members, civilian workers and contractors, for comments appearing online after last month's shooting death of conservative activist Charlie Kirk, according to documents reviewed by The Washington Post.
The sweeping, ongoing inquiry, which has resulted in a smattering of disciplinary action so far, follows an extraordinary directive by the department's political leadership to silence criticism of a prominent, polarizing figure who was unabashed in his views and fervent support for President Donald Trump.
The order from Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth to target those critical of Kirk, former defense officials and congressional Democrats say, reflects a deepening alarm over the former Fox News personality's stewardship of the military, whose personnel are expected to remain loyal to the Constitution, not any one party or president.
Since taking office, Hegseth has routinely subverted those norms -- saying as recently as last week that the nation's generals and admirals should quit if they don't support the Trump administration's bid to impose what opponents say are regressive policies on the armed forces. Troops faced similar choices -- get in line or get out -- under the Biden administration's coronavirus vaccine mandate, resulting in the dismissal of thousands.

Post's Pentagon reporter Tara Copp explains how Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth plans to change the military.


Hegseth and his political staff have argued forcefully that speech celebrating or mocking the Turning Point USA founder's death is itself an illicit partisan activity subject to disciplinary action up to and including termination.
"It's a violation of the oath, it's conduct unbecoming, it's a betrayal of the Americans they've sworn to protect & dangerously incompatible with military service," Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell wrote on social media last month. In a statement provided to The Post for this article, he emphasized the point, saying, "Those in our ranks who rejoice at an act of domestic terrorism are unfit to serve the American people."
Kirk's death at age 31 set off a nationwide debate on political violence that was seized on by the Trump administration to villainize some left-leaning groups as terrorists -- often while not acknowledging the violence that liberal public figures also have endured.
And even as he cracks down on commentary about Kirk's death, Hegseth himself has appeared to condone similarly inappropriate remarks. Last year, before he was defense secretary, Hegseth grinned and joked along with a guest on Fox News about the vicious hammer attack on Paul Pelosi, husband of former House speaker Nancy Pelosi. He later composed himself and said, "We wish him well."
Critics of the administration have decried what they say is its blatant hypocrisy, noting a refusal to condemn political violence on all sides. Opponents point to the president's public silence earlier this year after Melissa Hortman, a leading Democratic lawmaker in Minnesota -- Hegseth's home state -- was gunned down along with her husband in what authorities say was a targeted political assassination. Trump himself was twice targeted by would-be assassins during last year's campaign.
Hegseth's press office, when asked if the secretary regretted laughing about the attack on Paul Pelosi, vigorously defended him and denounced what Parnell, the spokesman, called "whataboutism" being promulgated by the news media.
"The situation is not the same," Parnell said in his statement to The Post. "An American was assassinated. We will not tolerate military or civilian personnel who celebrate or mock the assassination of a fellow American."

Hegseth delivers a speech at a memorial service for slain conservative commentator Charlie Kirk in Glendale, Arizona, on Sept. 21. (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


The Pentagon chief has also attracted attention for his vocal defense of service members terminated under the Biden administration for making politically charged statements online. In one high-profile example, Hegseth installed to his Pentagon staff a former Marine Corps officer, Stuart Scheller, who was court-martialed for social media posts in which he harshly criticized the United States' disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021. Scheller pleaded guilty to several charges in the case.
Peter Feaver, who studies civil-military relations at Duke University, said the Trump administration's investigations of government employees, particularly those within the Defense Department, are consistent with long-standing efforts to banish politics from the workplace. "They have a valid point," he said, noting, however, that "the challenge for the administration is: Will they enforce it on both sides?"
In the days after Kirk's killing on Sept. 1o, the Defense Department aggressively hunted for employees who had previously criticized his movement or commented on his death. Hegseth warned publicly that there would be consequences for anyone who spoke out against the slain activist, whom he considered a friend.
As of Sept. 30, 128 service members have been investigated following Kirk's death, and most of those cases are still under review, according to documents reviewed by The Post. Of those, 26 have received administrative reprimands -- an adverse mark that can hinder future assignments or promotions. Three have received "nonjudicial punishment," which can lead to a reduction in rank or other disciplinary action, and three others are in the process of either being kicked out or leaving the military, the documents show.
A total of 158 non-uniformed personnel have been investigated as of Sept. 30, including 27 Defense Department civilians, according to the documents viewed by The Post. Two have been "removed from employment." The status of the remaining civilians or contractors was not immediately clear.
In addition, five former Defense Department employees have been placed under investigation, the documents show.
Those figures were gathered by the department in response to a request from leaders of the Republican-led House Armed Services Committee. Spokespeople for the committee's leadership did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Neither did their GOP counterparts in the Senate, though a spokesperson for the Senate Armed Services Committee's Democratic staff said their committee had not made a similar request.
There are a number of ways in which speech that's normal for civilians can be barred for uniformed personnel, but "prosecutions are exceedingly rare," said Charles Dunlap, a retired Air Force major general who served as the service's deputy judge advocate general and is now a professor at Duke University.
Under Article 88 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, service members can be prosecuted for "contemptuous words" against their military or civilian leaders, or against elected officials -- but not against unelected public figures. However, military personnel can be prosecuted under different charges of the UCMJ, such as Article 133, for unbecoming conduct, or Article 134, for conduct prejudicial to good order, according to an Air Force memo sent to service members to remind them of their social media responsibilities following Kirk's death.
Dunlap said he suspected that few who are targeted for disciplinary action would formally contest it by demanding a court martial, since that could result in a criminal conviction.
"I can't recall a parallel situation," he added, "but that doesn't mean that military law couldn't criminalize this conduct."
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court grapples with lawsuit challenging mail-in ballot rules
The question before the justices was a narrow one -- whether an Illinois congressman had met the basic legal threshold to bring his lawsuit -- not the law's legality.

The U.S. Supreme Court. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-10-08
The Supreme Court on Wednesday grappled with whether to allow an Illinois congressman and others to go forward with a lawsuit challenging the state's policy of counting mail-in ballots that arrive after Election Day.
The case has potential implications for similar legal efforts by allies of President Donald Trump to stop the practice in a handful of states led by Democrats.
Most justices appeared skeptical during arguments about Republican Mike Bost's contention that he had standing to sue, or had suffered sufficient harm necessary to bring legal action, simply because he was a candidate on the Illinois ballot. They seemed less unified over how much and what type of harm he or another candidate would need to show to go forward with a case.
The question before the justices Wednesday was a narrow one -- whether Bost had met the basic legal threshold to bring his lawsuit -- not the legality of the Illinois law, which allows the state to count ballots that arrive up to 14 days after the polls close as long as they are postmarked by Election Day.
The case is significant because it could clear the way for Bost to sue and affect similar cases being brought by conservatives elsewhere around the country. Trump has falsely blamed mail-in ballot fraud as costing him the presidential election in 2020, and many conservatives view expansive mail-in balloting rules as favoring Democrats. It could also open the door to more election challenges.
"It's tough to see where they'll actually go," said Matthew Shapanka, an attorney with Covington who works on issues at the intersection of law, policy and politics. "There was disagreement about the breadth of what candidate standing would look like."
Bost, a six-term congressman, and Illinois presidential electors in the 2020 election asked the high court to overturn lower-court rulings dismissing their lawsuit, which argues that federal law prohibits mail-in ballots from being counted after Election Day. They challenged the counting in a pair of elections.
Paul Clement, an attorney for Bost, argued that any candidate on the ballot inherently has standing to sue over election procedures, that Bost incurs financial harm by having to keep campaign staff on during the two-week period of mail-in ballot counting, and that his client could suffer reputational harm by mail-in ballots reducing his margin of victory. As Clement put it, "those on the ballot are not mere bystanders."
Conservative and liberal justices on the court roundly rejected his first argument.
"You have to show something," Justice Elena Kagan said during nearly two hours of arguments. "It's not enough to walk in and to say, 'I'm a candidate, and I'm suing.'"
Kagan and her two liberal colleagues were also skeptical of Bost's other arguments.
"I guess I'm a little concerned about in your argument is the idea that a candidate who wins and who wins by some margin is harmed by a regulation of this nature because of the potential decrease in his margin of victory," Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson told Clement. "I don't understand the harm that necessarily comes from that."
To bring a case in federal court, a plaintiff must allege an injury, describe the harm that resulted from the defendant's conduct and indicate how their request will redress the injury. The Supreme Court has found any harm must be "concrete and particularized" and must be imminent, not simply hypothetical.
Several of the court's more conservative justices appeared sympathetic to Bost's arguments and expressed concerns about the courts being forced to intervene in contested elections. Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said it was "straightforward" that Bost would have standing because he would suffer financial harm by having to keep campaign staff on longer.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said Illinois' conception of the case might mean candidates don't have standing to challenge election rules until the campaigning or once post-election counting begins. He said that could force the courts into the position of making decisions in the heat of campaigns.
"What you're sketching out for us is a potential disaster," Roberts said. "It's going to be in the middle, the most fraught time for the court to get involved in electoral politics."
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Politics
Why Democrats are slow-walking their 2024 autopsy until after the November elections
The party's chairman has already said it would not include scrutiny of how Joe Biden's late withdrawal from the race was handled.

Former vice president Kamala Harris speaks at the first stop of her book tour on Sept. 24 in New York. (Angelina Katsanis/AP)


By Dan Merica | 2025-10-08
The Democratic National Committee will wait to release its autopsy of the party's 2024 presidential campaign until after elections in November, pushing the official attempt to reckon with the failure that has dominated internal debates past the first anniversary, said three top Democrats who have been given a verbal preview of the review.
Democrats have been awaiting the party's examination of the campaign that saw President Donald Trump defeat Vice President Kamala Harris, eager for an explanation of what happened and what the party needs to do going forward. Some top Democrats had expected an update on the report during the committee's August meeting in Minneapolis.
The committee is in the final stages of preparing its report, and party officials have begun briefing top Democratic operatives and donors on its contents, according to the three people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak openly about the yet-to-be-released report.
By waiting until after the November elections, Democrats hope to avoid media coverage of their 2024 failings while voters head to the polls in elections in New Jersey and Virginia, both of which have received investment from the Democratic committee. Former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger in Virginia and Rep. Mikie Sherrill in New Jersey are ahead in polls of their respective gubernatorial contests, and Democrats hope that wins in both states could bode well for the party ahead of the 2026 midterms.
One of the people briefed on the report was told that Democrats "really need to concentrate on New Jersey and Virginia" before drawing attention to past failings.
Initial briefings have focused on the party's communications and structural failures, as well as the way Republicans reached voters on key economic issues in a way that Democrats did not, according to the three people briefed.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) delivers remarks during a House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee meeting in May. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The final report is expected to be far broader and include a review of how the party engages with a changing media environment, how and when it spends money to organize and what kind of ads and rhetoric failed to connect with voters, said one Democrat familiar with the report.
"Are we actually going to build the things we need to do to be persuasive to voters and be in their face in the right ways at earlier points in the cycle," said another Democrat who received a briefing, adding that the report will get into how Democrats engage with voters and acknowledge that Republicans, led by Trump, have done a better job of defining the terms of national debates.
Those briefed on the preliminary report said they did not hear details related to the handling of former president Joe Biden's late withdrawal from the race, his perceived infirmity and the lack of a competitive process used to select Harris as his replacement, which many Democrats have said was central to their party's defeat. Ken Martin, the chair of the Democratic committee, told The Washington Post in August that he believed there was little that the party could learn from those decisions, given that they are unlikely to occur again in future elections.
The report is not yet complete, a DNC official said, and interviews are still being conducted to determine aspects of what happened during the 2024 campaign. The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the report, said that some topics not discussed in the current round of briefings could still be included in the report.
The early briefings appear to be disparate and focused on different topics that are specific to those being briefed. Some of the early briefings have focused on the way money is spent in Democratic campaigns, the failures in communicating economic issues and Republican advantages in maintaining a party apparatus and network of organizations throughout campaign cycles and not just ahead of presidential elections.
One such briefing is expected to take place during the Democratic National Committee's national finance committee meeting in Virginia this week, where donors will learn about some of the contents of the report's early draft. The people briefed stated that the committee also plans to brief grassroots donors on the report's findings.
Some party insiders have criticized the report because it is not expected to delve into Biden's decision to drop out, as he faced persistent concerns from voters about what they perceived as his cognitive decline, or the aftermath that left Harris as the nominee.
"Do I have a time machine? No. So what good does it serve me or anyone of answering the question, should Joe Biden have stepped down? Can't change it," Martin said. "I'm not trying to protect anyone. I'm trying to save us spending a lot of time and energy on a question that really doesn't help me win elections."
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Opinions
Yes, Trump deserves the Nobel Peace Prize
His Gaza agreement, though still fragile, adds to an unprecedented peacemaking record.  

President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sign Abraham Accords at the White House on Sept. 15, 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-10-09
Not only does Donald Trump deserve the Nobel Peace Prize, but there has arguably never been an American president who deserved it more.
Four of his predecessors have won the prize. Barack Obama won seven months into his presidency essentially for not being George W. Bush -- and even he said he didn't deserve it. Woodrow Wilson won for creating the League of Nations, which proved to be a feckless disaster that the United States never even joined. Theodore Roosevelt won for ending a single conflict, the Russo-Japanese War, which began with Japan's 1904 attack on the Russian fleet in Manchuria (Japan later launched a full invasion of Manchuria in 1931, and then a surprise attack on the U.S. in 1941). Jimmy Carter won in 2002, more than two decades after leaving the White House, for a lifetime of work in peacemaking, beginning with the Camp David Accords between Israel and Egypt.
Contrast this with Trump's record. In his first term, Trump brokered not one, not two, not three, but four Arab-Israeli peace accords -- the first such agreements in more than a quarter-century. He did it by rejecting the failed conventional wisdom of the foreign policy establishment, which said that there could be no separate peace without the Palestinians and that moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem and confronting Iran's aggression would inflame the region and put peace out of reach. Those moves did the opposite. The Abraham Accords alone were an achievement worthy of a Nobel Prize.
Since returning to the White House, Trump has brought leaders from the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda together in the Oval Office to sign a peace agreement in their decades-long conflict that has left millions dead. He helped pressure India and Pakistan to end four days of fighting in May (Pakistan gives Trump credit, India does not). He helped negotiate an end to fighting between Thailand and Cambodia after Thailand launched airstrikes against Cambodia in July. He brought the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan to the White House to sign a peace framework in their war over Nagorno-Karabakh. In what may be his greatest achievement for the cause of peace, he launched Operation Midnight Hammer obliterating Iran's nuclear program, and then brought an end to the Iran-Israel war after just 12 days of fighting.
Furthermore, Trump maintains that he headed off a war between Serbia and Kosovo (the president of Kosovo backed Trump's claim, saying that Serbia was planning to attack Kosovo in May before Trump intervened). And Trump also asserts that he prevented a military conflict between Egypt and Ethiopia in their ongoing dispute over a dam on the Nile.
But even if we set those two aside, that is still one of the greatest peacemaking records of any administration in U.S. history.
And that was before the deal Trump just brokered between Israel and Hamas to release all the remaining hostages held by the terror group. To create the conditions for an agreement, Trump skillfully maneuvered Hamas into a corner, laying out a comprehensive 20-point plan not just to end the fighting but also to rebuild Gaza and provide those who live there with a path to prosperity. He got Israel and virtually the entire Arab world to sign off on his plan. That left Hamas with no choice but to agree or face sole responsibility for the continuation of Gaza's suffering.
Whether peace will last remains to be seen. Under Trump's plan, Hamas must effectively surrender, hand over its weapons and agree not to have any role in the governance of Gaza. It is hard to imagine Hamas permanently giving up its goal of destroying Israel. But thanks to Trump, the families of the living hostages will be reunited with their loved ones, while the families of the dead will receive their remains and get much-needed closure. And if the fighting resumes, responsibility will lay entirely with Hamas.
And Trump is not done. He has not given up on his goal of ending Russia's war in Ukraine, though bringing Putin to the peace table will require coercion in the form of increased military and economic pressure, not just persuasion. And if he succeeds in ending the Israel-Hamas war, then more Abraham Accords are almost certain to follow with Saudi Arabia and other Arab states.
But this much is certain: From the Middle East to Africa, Asia, the Caucuses and Europe, no president has done more for the cause of peace than Donald Trump. If that does not earn him a Nobel Prize, the prize has no meaning.
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Opinions
The founders would say Trump's tariffs are legal
The Supreme Court should listen to James Madison and John Marshall.

(Washington Post illustration; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post; Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post; Eric Lee/For The Washington Post) 


By Chad Squitieri | 2025-10-09
Chad Squitieri is an assistant professor of law at Catholic University of America, where he is the director of the Separation of Powers Institute.
The Supreme Court began hearing oral arguments this week for its new term, which includes two consolidated cases addressing the president's tariff power. The challengers bringing the cases contend that President Donald Trump has unlawfully exercised taxation power belonging to Congress. But those challengers conflate tariffs with taxes, and the best reading of the law is that the president has the statutory authority to impose the challenged tariffs.
The legal question at the center of the dispute concerns the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, which grants the president the power to "regulate ... importation." Two lower courts ruled that the statutory phrase "regulate ... importation" does not include the power to impose tariffs. But their rulings are in tension with a nearly 50-year-old appellate ruling, which held that the phrase did empower the president to impose duties. Worse, both lower courts overlooked historical evidence that should be of considerable importance to the originalist justices on the Supreme Court.
The lower courts reasoned that tariffs are a tax, and that taxation and regulation are different. That led both courts to conclude that a statute empowering the president to regulate importation does not include the power to tax it.
But not all tariffs are taxes -- at least not in a constitutional sense. The founders understood that tariffs could also be imposed as an exercise of the power to regulate foreign commerce. So the International Emergency Economic Powers Act is best understood as empowering the president to regulate foreign commerce through historical and traditional means: tariffs.
Historical support for the proposition that tariffs can be a means of regulation, and not just taxation, is found in the revolutionary pamphleteers, who noted that although Parliament could not tax the colonists without representation, Parliament could regulate commerce through tariffs. Support is also found in the writings of James Madison, Chief Justice John Marshall and the 19th-century Justice Joseph Story, as well as other sources.
Marshall wrote in 1824's Gibbons v. Ogden that the "right to regulate commerce, even by the imposition of duties, was not controverted,"  by the "illustrious statesmen and patriots" of the founding era. In an 1828 letter, Madison referred to the first Congress's imposition of duties in 1789 as an example of tariff authority flowing from both the power to tax and the power to regulate commerce. And as Madison explained in that letter, he did not think it was problematic that tariff authority could flow from both powers. To the contrary, he thought "it was quite natural, however certainly the general power to regulate trade might include a power to impose duties on it, not to omit it in a clause enumerating the several modes of revenue authorized by the Constitution." In 1833, Story's "Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States" recognized that laying duties was "a common means of executing the power" to regulate commerce.
To be sure, the Constitution vests the power to regulate commerce by imposing tariffs in Congress rather than the president. And so, for the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to successfully delegate that authority, the law must survive scrutiny under the nondelegation and major questions doctrines. But neither doctrine poses a problem.
The nondelegation doctrine places constitutional limits on Congress's ability to delegate power to the president. But long-standing precedent establishes that the doctrine applies less stringently, if at all, in the context of foreign affairs.
Besides, the International Emergency Economic Powers Act satisfies even the domestic version of the nondelegation doctrine. Just last term, in FCC v. Consumers' Research, the Supreme Court approved a broad delegation of domestic tax or commerce-regulating power. The statute in Consumers' Research did not place a dollar limit on the executive's ability to raise revenue via domestic taxes or fees. By comparison, the law under review in this term's tariff cases places more serious limits on the executive's power. The act limits who can impose tariffs, when tariffs can be imposed and how long the tariffs can last. The act also limits the scope and magnitude of the tariffs by requiring that the tariffs "only" be used to "deal with" specific threats.
The major questions doctrine requires administrative agencies to identify clear statutory authority to take especially significant (or "major") actions. But the Supreme Court has never applied that doctrine in cases concerning foreign affairs and national security. Nor should the doctrine apply in those settings, where Congress is more readily presumed to delegate major authority to the president to keep Americans safe.
In addition, the doctrine has been limited to instances in which agencies claim new powers out of old statutes. Thus, the doctrine is doubly inapplicable in the tariffs cases, given that, nearly 50 years ago, the statutory phrase "regulate ... importation" was judicially recognized as delegating the authority to impose duties on foreign imports.
The Supreme Court did apply the major questions doctrine to rule against high-profile policies of presidents Barack Obama and Joe Biden. But the cases involving Obama and Biden concerned power plant regulations and student loan forgiveness -- matters of domestic affairs. The tariff cases concern foreign affairs, where major presidential power is presumed.
Granted, tariffs might have secondary effects in the domestic realm. But nearly all exercises of foreign affairs powers have the same; consider the domestic effects of America's participation in foreign wars. What matters for legal purposes is the nature of the power exercised, not its secondary effects.
The court should decide the tariff cases on their legal merits. And when considered on those terms, President Trump should prevail.
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The Post's View
Donald Trump and peace in the Mideast
This Gaza peace plan may actually hold. The president's unorthodox deal-making style deserves credit.

A Palestinian girl on Thursday after President Donald Trump announced the first phase of a Gaza ceasefire. She lives in a tent encampment in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip. (Ramadan Abed/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-09
The announcement that Israel and Hamas have agreed to President Donald Trump's plan to end the two-year war in Gaza could be the biggest diplomatic achievement of his second term. Indeed, if the deal holds, Trump can legitimately bolster his claim to be a peacemaker worthy of the Nobel Peace Prize.
Late Wednesday, both sides publicly agreed to implement the first phase of Trump's 20-point peace proposal. That should bring an immediate halt to the fighting that went on for too long and cost too many lives on both sides. The initial phase calls for a partial pullback of Israeli troops, a rush of desperately needed humanitarian aid into the enclave, and, crucially, the release of all the remaining living and dead Israeli hostages in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners.
The history of the Mideast is littered with the scraps of discarded peace agreements, and it's wise to be cautious. Hamas in particular has a history of agreeing to deals publicly, only to reject them over technicalities later. But one reason for optimism is the terrorist group's willingness to cede its only real leverage in these negotiations.
Agreeing to free all hostages at once in the first 72 hours of the deal -- not in phases, and without the degrading release spectacles of the past -- shows that the leaders of Hamas recognize that they have reached the end of the line. Hamas started this war with its horrific terror attacks on Oct. 7, 2023, that left 1,200 Israelis dead. But two years of war have left Hamas a largely spent force. Call this deal what it is: a total Hamas surrender.
Details on the other phases of Trump's peace plan will likely require days and weeks of tedious negotiations. The outstanding issues include the total disarming of Hamas and the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops to a "buffer zone" on the Gaza border. The United States, Qatar, Egypt and Turkey have signed on as guarantors of the pact. The Arab and Muslim countries were needed to convince Hamas that it had no choice but to sign.
Trump, meanwhile, pressured Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to agree to end the fighting short of his stated goal of the total annihilation of Hamas. Credit Trump for pushing Netanyahu after Israel's bombing of Hamas targets inside Qatar nearly derailed the sensitive negotiations. No other American president has managed the relationship with that difficult partner more intuitively.
The announcement of the deal's first phase has sparked hope among Israelis and Palestinians that their longest, deadliest war may finally be nearing its endgame. But that hope comes with a realization that both sides have heralded past agreement only to see the other side renege, or add new last-minute conditions.
What seems different this time is Trump's personal involvement. He brought an unorthodox negotiating style and relied on a few trusted advisers, his gut instinct and an abiding belief in the power of personal relationships. That combination has brought other successes -- like the Abraham Accords of his first term and the commitment of Europeans to spend more on their own defense.
If this peace deal opens the path to a broader Middle East peace -- perhaps even extending the Abraham Accords to include Saudi Arabia -- then Trump will have a generational accomplishment that eluded successive American presidents for decades. That is still a long way off, but the massive progress over the past day is worth celebrating.
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Opinions
The Chinese robots are coming
China is miles ahead in the race to dominate a technology that could define the 21st century.

Children interact with a quadruped robot named "Magic Dog" by Magiclab during the World Artificial Intelligence Conference (WAIC) at the Shanghai World Expo and Convention Center on July 29. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images) 


By Selina Xu, Helen Zhang | 2025-10-09
Selina Xu leads China and AI research in the office of former Google chief executive Eric Schmidt. Helen Zhang is deputy chief of staff and director of research and projects there. Schmidt invests in a variety of emerging technologies, including in the robotics industry.
Robot dogs. Humanoid helpers. Entirely automated dark factories without human workers. These might seem straight out of a sci-fi novel, but they are arriving full force in China as we speak. After years of patient investment, China is on the cusp of a robotics revolution.
If embodied intelligence -- think AI-powered robots that can navigate the real world -- is the next frontier of AI, then China appears poised to dominate. Though the United States still has distinct advantages in software, advanced AI chips and foundational research, China leads in robot hardware, deployment and policy support.
Last year, China installed nearly 300,000 robots in its factories, more than the rest of the world combined, according to a September report by the International Federation of Robotics. More than half were made domestically. The United States installed only 34,000 robots, with most of these imported from Japan and Europe.
A rising new era of Chinese technological supremacy has been proclaimed repeatedly over the past two decades, but we had never felt it more acutely than on our trip this summer to China. There, we took the high-speed train from Shanghai to Hangzhou -- a city that has emerged as a global powerhouse for AI and robotics (in large part thanks to DeepSeek). Speaking to founders and engineers from Hangzhou's "Six Little Dragons" -- an online moniker for the city's best-known tech start-ups -- we could feel the ground beneath our feet shifting.
Part of the reason is sheer manufacturing prowess. From actuators to sensors to batteries, China has built a comprehensive supply chain that allows start-ups to rapidly fine-tune robot prototypes until a viable, affordable and scalable product emerges. Most of the companies we visited build their robots close to their research labs, creating fast feedback loops. Companies are also prioritizing vertical integration, with many producing key components in-house and procuring base materials domestically. Entry prices for humanoid robots are dropping drastically. In July, Unitree released its R1 bot for under $6,000, about a third of the price of its G1 robot from a year earlier.
The world's second-largest economy is eager to deploy this technology. With an aging population, China hopes to address its labor shortage with AI and robotics. Most of the start-ups we learned about were already deploying their robots on factory floors, spurring data collection that's necessary to train the robots' brains.
Public enthusiasm is growing, too, in part driven by policymakers' support and high-profile showcases of the technology. At the glitzy World Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai this summer, the exhibition halls were filled with humanoid boxers fighting in the ring, quadruped dogs on their hind legs and robots serving popcorn. A few weeks later, Beijing hosted the first World Humanoid Robot Games, where droids raced, danced, played soccer and navigated obstacle courses.

Humanoid robots compete in the 100m finals at the 2025 World Humanoid Robot Games Opening Ceremony, August 17, 2025 in Beijing, China. (Lintao Zhang/Getty Images) 



Unitree robots box at the World Artificial Intelligence Conference in Shanghai on July 28. (Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images) 


Chinese robot companies are running at full speed. Founders we spoke to talked about going from double-digit unit counts to tens of thousands within months. China is full of hubs -- from Shenzhen to Hangzhou -- that are "communities of engineering practice" where entrepreneurs, investors and engineers can mingle with the world's most experienced manufacturing workforce to innovate quickly. As China analyst Dan Wang writes in his recent book, "Breakneck," "In China ... tech innovation emerges from the factory floor, when a new product is scaled up into mass production."
Expect these innovations to charge abroad. Almost every founder we met wanted to expand overseas, including into the United States. Part of the reason is brutal price wars at home, with razor-thin profit margins amid competition against a glut of other companies (what some dub neijuan, or "involution"). Despite these headwinds, the founders' zeal was notable -- they sincerely believed that "Made in China" was the sign of world-class quality, especially in high-end manufacturing. Already, Chinese companies such as BYD, CATL, DJI and Huawei are global leaders in electric vehicles, batteries, consumer drones and 5G networks, respectively. The emerging crop of start-ups in robotics and AI are determined to follow in their footsteps.
Born in the 1990s, this new generation of entrepreneurs and engineers appears to be starkly different from the more Westernized previous generation. While China's older tech pioneers tend to idolize Silicon Valley, younger founders find their role models in people such as DeepSeek's Liang Wenfeng and Unitree's Wang Xingxing -- both of whom studied exclusively at Chinese universities and are known to predominantly hire domestic talent.
A December analysis from Citi GPS projected that the world would be populated by 648 million humanlike bots by 2050, unlocking an enduring production advantage and immense economic potential as robots manufacture more robots -- better, cheaper, faster.
Much ink has been spilled about how the U.S. can reindustrialize. When it comes to robotics, the U.S. needs to invest in infrastructure to power the industries of the future -- from building a better electrical grid to joint ventures with allies that can onshore manufacturing expertise for critical robotics components. America also needs to double down on its strengths in ways that could prove difficult in this turbulent political moment: university-driven fundamental research, immigration policies that welcome the best talent from abroad, and a vibrant entrepreneurship ecosystem that's not mired in regulatory hurdles.
The robot race isn't over. But unless the United States ups its game, it seems clear that this is a race China will dominate.
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Opinions
Trump is in power. Somehow, the wackos aren't satisfied.
Even a populist presidency can't stop the online right's slide into irrationality.

(For The Washington Post)


By Sohrab Ahmari | 2025-10-09
Sohrab Ahmari is the U.S. editor of UnHerd, from which this article was adapted.
Not long ago, when people still listened to the radio in their cars, you could tune into some freaky talk late at night. "We know a third of us are star children, implanted by the visitors," the anchor might drawl matter-of-factly. "What we're learning now is, there's two groups of star children -- two tribes of visitors -- and they're butting heads. And we're in the middle of it, y'know? Iraq, Obama, recession, it all goes back to the star children ..."
Writer Abe Greenwald dubs this genre of late-night crankery "star-child radio." These days, you don't need to take a long drive through the middle of nowhere to catch it. It is everywhere online. Indeed, much of right-wing media now resembles star-child radio: a vast chamber of oft-malignant fantasies, where even once-reasonable minds go to get euthanized.
Each flick of the feed pulls up a paranoia-monger more wild-eyed than the previous, warning about the evil machinations of all-powerful pedophiles, Jews, Davos "communists" and other apparitions of their fever dreams.
The standard partisan explanation is that this is a pendulum-like reaction to the high-handed censorship and information-control strategies deployed by the establishment during "peak-woke," from the mid-2010s to 2022 or so. The explosion of what Theodor Adorno called the "paranoid disposition," however, defies this logic. The establishment has been largely dethroned, populists are in power and still there seems to be no stopping the online right's slide into irrationality.
Consider pundit Michael Shellenberger, who has 1.4 million followers on X. Reacting to a Tucker Carlson documentary about 9/11, Shellenberger said: "So now it appears ... that the CIA was probably behind the 9/11 attacks." Later, he softened the claim, suggesting that the CIA "didn't stop or at least contributed to" the attacks. In the same interview, Shellenberger linked "a lot of the UFO stuff" to "the occult" and "occult behaviors within NASA."
In 2020, while serving as op-ed editor of the New York Post, I commissioned a column from Shellenberger, then known as an environmentalist author who'd wearied of the movement he once championed. In it, he denounced the "hysteria" that characterizes much green activism.
A green insider criticizing his own movement is catnip to conservative publications (lefty outlets equally relish publishing the right's internal critics.) What made Shellenberger especially attractive was how sensible he seemed. He didn't deny man-made climate change. Rather, he marshaled fact and reason to show that it's a "manageable" crisis, not a warrant for undoing industrial civilization.

Michael Shellenberger testifies during a House Judiciary subcommittee hearing on March 9, 2023. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP) 


The paper continued to publish Shellenberger after I left in 2021. Expanding his range, he took on Big Tech censorship as well as the crime that disfigured many blue cities; he even made a quixotic bid for governor of California. He became more explicitly identified with the right in the bargain. That, too, was a reasonable response to the left's race-rioting and pandemic authoritarianism in those febrile years.
Shellenberger was someone I knew, or thought I knew, and whose work I once promoted. By the standards of the post-2020 right, he wasn't even all that militant. He was more or less an old-school liberal repelled by liberalism as it existed in that era (and who could blame him?). Yet today's Shellenberger blends legitimate critiques of the intelligence and security apparatus with 9/11 "troof" and occult hooey.
Others with even larger audiences have gone much further down the star-child-radio path -- a reality driven home by the aftermath of Charlie Kirk's assassination. The alleged assassin, Tyler Robinson, is entitled to his day in court. Yet if there ever were an open-and-shut case, it would appear to be his. The evidence against him piled up high and fast as federal and local investigators got to work: his clothing's match with security images; bullet engravings; messages to a transgender friend (possibly his partner); confession on an online message board; family members' recollection that he'd grown increasingly militant in defense of LGBT causes.
Nonetheless, authorities failed to persuade some of the online right's biggest voices. Candace Owens and numerous lesser figures had their own theory of who'd killed Kirk: You know, they. "Turning Point will not release the footage," Owens said, referring to the right-wing campus group founded by Kirk. Claiming that Turning Point staff had removed memory cards from cameras at the assassination site, she insinuated that maybe Kirk's own organization was in on the killing. Owens's theory also weaves in Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the pro-Israel billionaire Bill Ackman, who, she claims, threatened Kirk over his growing skepticism of the Jewish state.
As is often the case, the star-child anchors spin their nutty theories out of more innocuous fact patterns. Kirk had indeed expressed public and private skepticism about the wisdom of the United States joining Israel's assault on Iran's nuclear program, and he declined to remove Carlson from Turning Point's speaker lineup. Both steps probably irked some of his pro-Israel donors. Needless to say, it doesn't follow that they or the Mossad or the U.S. "deep state" had him murdered.

Tucker Carlson at the memorial service for Charlie Kirk on Sept. 21 in Glendale, Arizona. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images) 



Candace Owens at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Orlando on Feb. 25, 2022. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images) 


Years ago, your average amateur broadcaster raving about alien babies could, at best, hope for a few thousand listeners. Today's star-child anchors command enormous audiences. Carlson and Owens host the No. 1 and No. 3 news podcasts on Spotify (as of this writing). Rounding out the top five are podcasts from the New York Times, NPR and the Wall Street Journal. Liberal America still generally tunes into mainstream outlets while much of the right half of the electorate seems hooked on star-child radio. As UnHerd columnist Richard Hanania concluded, "the Right is in deep trouble."
I have to agree. I have spent much of my career pointing out the ideological blind spots of center-left outlets: their near-total alienation from the Bible-believing sectors of society; their tendency to select and present stories in the light least likely to help the right.
But ultimately, the Times and NPR are not star-child radio. There is a difference between a progressive (or conservative) worldview coloring the framing of stories and the quest to "prove," as the some on the right have, that the president of France's wife is a man. The first is just cause for anger and, in a competitive media environment, offers grist for daily partisan contestation. The second corrodes people's sense-making capacities and ability to discern reality.
One explanation is that what's unfolding now isn't an aberration, but a return to historical norm. As historian Christopher Lasch pointed out in his 1995 classic "Revolt of the Elites," newspapers in the early republic were financed by partisan factions and didn't bother to hide their allegiances. Their rhetoric was fierce, and they weren't above disseminating rumors or calumniating their political opponents.
The highly professionalized, supposedly objective journalism we now associate with the prestige papers didn't emerge until the past century. These took the upper hand, thanks to a major shift in the industry toward a business dominated by large and profitable monopolies. The advent of radio, television and (later) cable news didn't break up the pattern of a consolidated media sector.
The internet shattered this incumbency. The return-to-norm argument suggests that the era of professional, "objective" news -- bound to establishment interests but also to certain norms of fairness and accuracy -- was merely a blip in media history, and we are now back to an age of partisan, independent, almost single-person operations.
While comforting, this account doesn't quite withstand historical scrutiny. Yesteryear's partisanship and occasional salaciousness aren't the same as today's systematically conspiratorial worldviews, in which no event transpires without the intervention of some hidden hand. Niles' Register, the leading conservative paper in the first half of the 19th century, though intensely partisan, was not insane.
A better argument is that the establishment's earlier failings -- a relentless insistence on certain frames, even when they were radically distant from reality -- led millions of Americans (and Europeans) to lose trust and become susceptible to star-child radio. I see the appeal in this. You can tolerate only so many headlines referring to an obviously male criminal suspect as "she" and "her" before you lose it.
These trends reached their mad apotheosis in 2020 and 2021. That was when the establishment media joined hands with government agencies and Big Tech to enforce a total information environment that sidelined countervailing views on everything from the coronavirus's origins to the ethical probity of the Biden family.

QAnon supporters wait for military flyover in D.C. on July 4, 2020. (Evelyn Hockstein/For The Washington Post) 


In the case of Hunter Biden's laptop, for example, the security apparatus said it had "all the classic earmarks of a Russian information operation," which justified social-media censorship that was in turn cheered by the traditional media. The "anti-disinformation" cottage industry first launched in the mid-2010s in response to Trumpism and Brexit triggered an explosion of actual disinformation. It summoned the very monster it was supposed to combat.
Thanks to Elon Musk's purchase of Twitter (renamed X), the star-child podcasters can no longer complain of censorship. Judging by many anecdotal accounts, the new X algorithm not only doesn't hinder, but also positively promotes the crank right. That leaves a third hypothesis: that star-child accounts thrive because they console their audiences about the failures of the Trumpian right, seen most clearly in the arena of foreign policy.
For many of his most ardent supporters on the online right, one of President Donald Trump's greatest appeals was his non-interventionism and professed desire for world peace. Yet so far, Trump II hasn't strayed from the expansive vision that characterized post-Cold War U.S. strategy: The president backs Israel so staunchly that he deployed the U.S. military to join Israel's attack on Iran's nuclear program; with Ukraine-Russia negotiations stalled, he now envisions Kyiv retaking all its lost territory. The likely explanation for this is that Trump is far more beholden to the traditional GOP agenda, especially rock-solid support for the Jewish state, than his online fans imagined. That might be too painful to admit. Enter star-child radio: What if things aren't going well for us because they are assassinating dissidents such as Kirk? What if they have a mountain of kompromat material with which they blackmail Trump? What if they did 9/11? What if they control our minds through the occult?
Whatever the cause -- an epistemic disaster of this scale has many fathers -- the potential effect is alarming. This media system promotes mental degeneration and a sense of learned helplessness that can only yield destructive politics. People convinced that an amorphous they controls events are unlikely to take political responsibility for the shape of our common life -- and far more likely to fall in thrall to demagogues and dictators.
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The Post's View
Jack Smith's lawfare and James Comey's arraignment on pathetically weak charges
Good people will be deterred from public service if they see a meaningful risk of winding up in jail afterward.

Former FBI Director James Comey pleads not guilty on Wednesday during his arraignment at the federal courthouse in Alexandria, Va. (Dana Verkouteren via AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-08
Anyone surprised by the news that former special counsel Jack Smith collected the private phone records of eight Republican senators as part of his investigation into President Donald Trump was not paying attention to the prosecutor's hardball methods. Many Democrats still cannot see how their legal aggression against Trump during his four years out of power set the stage for the dangerous revenge tour on which he is now embarked.
This week, Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) published an FBI document from September 2023 showing that the bureau analyzed phone data from senators, including Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) and Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee). The search covered Jan. 4, 2021, to Jan. 7, 2021 -- the days around the Jan. 6 Capitol riot.
The revelation struck a chord on the right because official communications of legislators are not supposed to be seized by the executive except in extraordinary circumstances. The framers codified that principle in the Constitution's speech or debate clause, which protects Congress's independence by creating a zone of immunity around legislative communications.
But who thought prosecutors in the Biden administration would tread carefully in this area when dealing with Trump allies? The FBI made no secret of seizing the phone of Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pennsylvania) in 2022. The congressman invoked the speech or debate clause, but prosecutors said it did not apply. They were rebuked by an appeals court, which in 2023 limited the scope of Perry's communications the Justice Department could access.
The targeting of senators that Grassley revealed appears far less invasive than Perry's case. It's not a mystery why prosecutors wanted phone logs. Trump tried fruitlessly to convince lawmakers to vote against recognizing his election defeat. Biden's Justice Department presumably thought members' communications could give it more evidence against him.
But the mere fact that a legal tool might be available does not mean it should be used. The current rage over Grassley's revelation shows why. Smith showed little restraint in his pursuit of a former president. He charged Trump for official acts he took as president. He sought a gag order to limit Trump's ability to criticize the prosecution. He tried to accelerate the case to try a leading presidential candidate before the 2024 election.
Trump is showing still less restraint as he steamrolls his own Justice Department to demand the prosecution of enemies. Former FBI Director James Comey, the first target, was arraigned on Wednesday in federal court in Northern Virginia and pleaded not guilty. Comey is charged with misleading Congress during 2020 testimony relating to the 2016 election. The case always sounded like a stretch, but as more information emerges, it looks pathetically weak.
Most people don't like what's going on. A Pew Research Center poll published Wednesday shows that 62 percent of Americans believe Trump has definitely or probably used his office improperly to encourage federal investigations of his political opponents, including 40 percent of Republicans.
Some Trump allies rationalize what's happening by saying that they can escalate to deescalate -- that is, respond to the legal attacks on Trump with wilder legal attacks on his enemies, thus deterring conflict in the future. But the country is nowhere near the top of the escalation ladder. Republicans are naive if they're confident they can deliver the final blow or that Trump can stop the cycle with blanket preemptive pardons come January 2029.
It might feel satisfying for some people to watch their opponents get perp walked, but what goes around often comes around. A spiral of four-year revenge cycles is a recipe for the decline of a republic. Good people will be deterred from public service if they see a meaningful risk of winding up in jail afterward. Lawfare, like warfare, has unpredictable logic. Total victory is impossible in such a divided country. Eventually, one or both sides will need to start negotiating the terms of a legal peace.
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The Post's View
The most important Nobel prizes
This week's awards underscore the mighty power of hard sciences.

(Illustration by Chiqui Esteban/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-08
The Nobel Committee has a mixed record of choosing worthy recipients for the Peace Prize, which is partly why that award always gets the most attention. It's a pity that this distracts from the truly awe-inspiring work done by the other laureates announced this week.
On Monday, three scientists received the Nobel for medicine for their research on the hidden machinery that makes the human immune system run. That started with the work of Shimon Sakaguchi in Japan, who decades ago discovered regulatory T cells, which make sure that the immune system is targeting dangerous invaders and not the body's own cells. Years later, two American immunologists -- Mary E. Brunkow and Fred Ramsdell -- built off Sakaguchi's breakthrough to identify the exact gene that governs these cells.
Collectively this work has opened a whole field of study. Potential breakthroughs lay on the horizon for cancer, autoimmune diseases and organ transplants. More than 200 clinical trials are now underway based on this science, said Rickard Sandberg, a member of the selection committee.
The following day, three Americans won the physics Nobel for their research on quantum mechanics. The physicists -- John Clarke, Michel H. Devoret and John M. Martinis -- confirmed through experiments in the 1980s that the mind-bending behaviors of atoms, electrons and subatomic particles can be seen at larger scales, such as in electrical circuits.
Their discoveries created the foundation for endless innovations in electronics. As Olle Eriksson, chair of the physics prize committee, said at a news conference, "There is no advanced technology used today that does not rely on quantum mechanics and quantum physics."
And on Wednesday, three scientists -- Susumu Kitagawa of Japan, Richard Robson of Australia and Omar Yaghi of the United States -- received the chemistry Nobel for their work developing molecular structures to harvest water out of the air or capture pollutants. The innovation could become critical in confronting environmental problems.
These achievements all show that the painstaking work happening in university labs has the potential to unlock discoveries that reverberate for decades. That researchers at U.S. institutions dominated these awards -- as they have for years -- is a point of pride for our country and a reflection of the innovation engine that powers economic growth.
For all of today's challenges, it's nice to remember that human ingenuity can still go a long way to making the world a better place. That's an example future generations can aspire to follow.
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Letters to the Editor
We worked in Gaza. The killing of Palestinians seeking food is intolerable.
Post readers on Gaza, polling and more.

(Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-09
In his Sept. 25 online op-ed, "I visited Gaza. The food aid surprised me.," Ken Isaacs wrote about his visit to Gaza Humanitarian Foundation sites. He claimed to see "GHF using unconventional means to successfully deliver food to civilians." We are nonpartisan humanitarian physicians and surgeons, and our medical teams have been at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis since the GHF operations began. In August, Medecins Sans Frontieres issued a report on GHF food distribution, "This is not aid. This is orchestrated killing." We concur.
The Nasser Hospital's emergency department was inundated with casualties virtually every day including Palestinians shot at food distribution sites. Food-seekers, including children, we encountered were often shot in the back, from above or below, indicating that they were either fleeing or had cowered to protect themselves from sniper shots. Medical staff operated in impossible conditions, with shortages of basic supplies such as gauze and painkillers. Scores of bloodied, bandaged patients in postoperative wards often lay on floors. Despite these awful conditions, many patients were treated by a resilient and relentless team of health providers. The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs stated that at least 2,340 Palestinians seeking aid had been killed at militarized supply sites in the Gaza Strip between May 27 and Sept. 22. And 1,218 people were killed near the militarized supply sites Isaacs extolled.
The violence associated with the GHF is so ingrained that our hospitals would prepare for influxes of mass casualties based on the GHF's schedules. Isaacs claimed that "Israel investigates" these massacres and "acknowledges mistakes." But during our time caring for victims at Nasser, at no point did we see Israeli officials present to investigate the incidents.
Famine was officially confirmed in Gaza City in August. That Palestinians continue to flock to GHF sites for the possibility of getting some food despite risking life and limb evinces an unspeakable level of desperation.
Our colleagues would not have enough food for their families. Children were brought to the emergency department because they fainted from lack of nourishment. We witnessed many malnourished adults and children, including those who died from inability to heal from infections.
All of this is intolerable: The killing of Palestinians -- including children -- seeking food at or near GHF sites must end immediately and be independently investigated.
Tom Adamkiewicz, Atlanta
Uzer Khan, Fort Worth
Tipu V. Khan, Ventura, California
Adil Husain, Dallas
Michael Falk, New York
Kathleen Gallagher, Grand Forks, North Dakota
Travis Melin, Portland, Oregon
Ya-Sin A. Peaks, Chico, California
The Oct. 6 front-page article "Among U.S. Jews, a wide rebuke of Israel's conduct" did not highlight a few important findings from The Post's survey.
The poll found that only 18 percent of American Jews said they feel "very" safe in the United States today. And 26 percent of respondents said they feel "not too" safe. These are astonishing, and deeply worrisome, findings. Yet the article failed to highlight these statistics.
The claims that were highlighted, however, were that 61 percent of American Jews say Israel has committed war crimes and that about 4 in 10 say the country is guilty of genocide.
Those results are probably because the casualty statistics supplied by the Gaza Health Ministry, which has ties to Hamas and doesn't distinguish between combatant and civilian deaths. It also has, on a number of occasions, revised its figures without explanation. Yet too many treat them as credible.
Sean Durns, Washington
The writer is a senior research analyst for the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting and Analysis.
The Oct. 5 news article "Their parents skipped having them vaccinated. As adults, they faced a choice." showed that vaccine attitudes are not fixed. They can evolve as people gain autonomy, information and trust. The adults who were profiled grew up unvaccinated and later chose to be immunized, which shows that beliefs and behavior can change when individuals are empowered to make their own health decisions.
As children, the subjects of the article inherited their parents' social norms and skepticism. As adults, they developed new perceptions of risk and benefit, found credible sources and decided to get vaccinated. This evolution can be described by health behavior theories, such as the Health Belief Model and the Theory of Planned Behavior: that decisions about health are shaped by both individual understanding and the social environments people inhabit.
For health care professionals such as myself, these stories are encouraging. They also offer lessons in humility and persistence. People change when they are heard, not when they are judged. Trust grows through consistent, respectful engagement, especially when patients sense that their values and fears are genuinely understood. Experiencing that moment of change, when doubt becomes confidence, is one of the most meaningful rewards in medicine. These stories remind us that progress is possible.
Diego Hijano, Memphis
The writer is a pediatric infectious disease physician at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Regarding the Oct. 5 Business article "Will mining destroy America's most-visited wilderness?":
Runoff from the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness drains directly into Lake Superior, the largest freshwater lake in the world by surface area and the source of about 10 percent of the planet's fresh surface water.
Although it is the cleanest of the five Great Lakes, there are about 350 recorded shipwrecks (including the 729-foot-long Edmund Fitzgerald). The proposed mine is not only a threat to wilderness recreation; it is also a threat to an essential natural resource.
For those wanting to learn more about the lake, I recommend the 2021 book "The Living Great Lakes" by Jerry Dennis, which provides a very readable history and science of the region.
Mary Jo Veverka, Bethesda
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Opinions
A 'license to kill'? The war on drugs is turning literal.
In addition to whether blowing up boats off Venezuela is legal, what is Trump's military objective?

President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, during a Cabinet meeting on Aug. 26 in the White House. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Max Boot | 2025-10-09
With less publicity and less pushback than the high-profile deployments of the National Guard to U.S. cities, the Trump administration has undertaken another legally dubious, and strategically problematic, use of military force: against narco-cartels in the Caribbean.
Since the beginning of September, the Defense Department has announced that it has blown up four suspected drug-smuggling boats in the Caribbean, killing 21 people on board, most recently on Friday. Last week, the administration notified several congressional committees that President Donald Trump had decided that the drug cartels are engaged in "an armed attack against the United States" and that drug smugglers are "unlawful combatants" who can be killed on sight. Lawmakers from both parties, to say nothing of legal scholars both conservative and liberal, are highly skeptical of the administration's justification for this use of force.
Drug cartels are undoubtedly evil organizations that cause considerable harm to Americans, but they are hardly engaged in "armed conflict" like al-Qaeda or the Islamic State. When the administration claimed that the Venezuelan Tren de Aragua cartel was waging war on the United States at the behest of the Maduro regime, the U.S. intelligence community dissented.
"The administration is saying it can kill people simply by designating them as terrorists and then declaring there is an armed conflict," former State Department legal adviser Brian Finucane told the NOTUS website. "That is extremely concerning. It is a license to kill based solely on the president's authority."
Indeed, Trump's actions recall those of former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, whom Trump has praised in the past. Duterte is now on trial for crimes against humanity before the International Criminal Court for unleashing his police to kill suspected drug dealers without trial. His lawyers argue that the case should be dismissed because the court doesn't have jurisdiction.
But the legal issues regarding Trump's actions are only part of the problem. The broader issue is: What the heck is the administration hoping to achieve with this use of force?
The answer is by no means clear because Trump and his senior aides have not explained their thinking in any detail. Instead, Trump has routinely pointed to the large number of U.S. overdose deaths -- primarily from fentanyl -- and vowed to protect the American people. "We're going to stop drug trafficking," the president on Sunday told sailors aboard an aircraft carrier, adding that the deadly attacks were an "act of kindness."
News flash: The United States has been trying to "stop drug trafficking" at least since President Richard M. Nixon declared the "war on drugs" in 1971. While U.S. interdiction efforts may have slightly reduced the flow of narcotics, they have hardly stopped the drug trade despite the government's spending at least $1 trillion over more than half a century.
In fact, U.S. overdose deaths have been rising or more than a quarter-century before dipping in 2024. The biggest killer in recent years has been fentanyl, which does not come from Venezuela, the center of the administration's new drug war. Most fentanyl comes from Mexico, with chemicals imported from China. Venezuela is, admittedly, a transhipper of cocaine to the U.S., but far from the largest culprit. The coca plant is primarily cultivated in Peru, Colombia and Bolivia.
While the armed forces are now blowing up drug boats, the U.S. Coast Guard remains engaged in more traditional, and more clearly lawful, interdiction efforts: boarding boats and arresting their crews. On Aug. 25, for example, the Coast Guard reported off-loading 76,140 pounds of illicit narcotics, valued at $473 million, in Port Everglades, Florida, after 19 boat interdictions over the previous two months in the eastern Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio says blowing up boats is necessary because "interdiction doesn't work." But if stopping 19 vessels in the course of two months "doesn't work," it's hard to know what blowing up four more will achieve. The low-level couriers smuggling drugs at sea are not likely to be deterred by the risk of being blown up any more than they were previously deterred by the risk of serving long prison sentences. For the cartel bosses, whatever cargo they lose is simply part of the cost of doing business. And, from a law enforcement standpoint, blowing up boats destroys the intelligence value of interrogating their crews and confiscating their phones.
Given that the sporadic boat strikes are unlikely to make much of a difference in the war on drugs, many analysts are wondering whether the administration is actually pursuing regime change in Venezuela under the guise of fighting the war on drugs. That certainly seems to be what Rubio -- a longtime foe of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro -- wants. NBC News reports that U.S. strikes against drug traffickers in Venezuela itself could be in the works. The administration could even try to kill or capture Maduro, on the grounds that he is not a legitimate head of state but rather an alleged drug trafficker who was indicted by the Justice Department in 2020.
Using a similar rationale, U.S. troops invaded Panama in 1989 to arrest President Manuel Noriega, who would go on to spend nearly two decades in a U.S. prison. But Venezuela isn't Panama -- its population is more than six times larger -- and even with a formidable U.S. Navy armada in the Caribbean, the U.S. doesn't have nearly enough forces in the region to overthrow the Maduro regime. Moreover, as we've seen in Iraq, Libya and elsewhere, the consequences of toppling even an odious tyrant can be deeply problematic.
Though it's hard to say exactly what the administration is up to with the boat strikes, the implications are clear enough. In essence, the administration is turning the "war on drugs" from a metaphor into an actual war. Shouldn't such a momentous decision require the consent of Congress? If Trump wants a Gulf of Venezuela resolution, authorizing the use of military force, he should say so. If he doesn't, he should stop the kinetic strikes.
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The Post's View
Russia's feral adventurism against the West is too bellicose to ignore
From sabotage to election meddling, Moscow's "grey zone" attacks increasingly test NATO's resolve.

Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a Security Council meeting on Tuesday from his residence outside Moscow. (Aleksey Babushkin/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-08
With attention understandably focused on Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine, the most serious war in Europe in 80 years, it's easy to forget that Russian President Vladimir Putin is also fighting a calibrated conflict against NATO countries far beyond Ukraine's borders. This subtle but dangerous war won't end unless Europe and the United States find better ways to deter Moscow.
Richard Moore, the head of Britain's MI6 spy agency, said Russian intelligence agencies had gone "a little feral" in their efforts. That was a year ago. And things have only gotten worse since.
There have been 110 Russian-linked incidents -- most involving vandalism, sabotage and arson and explosive attacks -- in Europe since 2022, according to a report from Globsec, a think-tank based in Slovakia. Just last year, a ring of saboteurs had tried to get incendiary parcels into the holds of cargo planes, and assassins targeted the head of one of Germany's top arms manufacturers. Those plots were foiled alongside many others, but 89 of the 110 were successfully carried out.
Russia has also been trying to disrupt confidence in elections throughout the West. Moscow attempted to turn the vote in Moldova last month against the pro-European Party of Action and Solidarity (PAS). Moldovan authorities claim the Russians spent upward of $100 million to spread misinformation and foment unrest ahead of the vote. These efforts extend beyond post-Soviet states to other established democracies, including the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland.
Russian influence operations and kinetic attacks form a broader backdrop against which to understand the recent escalations across Europe -- from drone incursions to cyberattacks. Together, they amount to what specialist call "gray zone" tactics -- attacks designed to allow plausible deniability for the perpetrating country. Worse, it puts the victim in a bind for how to respond. Lash out, and risk a spiraling war. Ignore the provocation, and embolden your harassers while dispiriting your terrorized citizenry.
It has long been believed that the West might be able to deter this kind of behavior among its adversaries by signaling offensive cyber capabilities and publicly laying out red lines. Given the mounting pile of evidence, it has become clear that a passive deterrence strategy has failed. Western leaders who worry that stronger responses will lead to more escalation would be wise to remember that showing weakness to a bully can be even more provocative. Perhaps it's time to make Russia pay a steeper price for its feral adventurism by giving the Kremlin a taste of its own medicine.
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Opinions
Cartoon by Jimmy Margulies
Jimmy Margulies cartoon on Bad Bunny and the NFL Super Bowl halftime show. 

(Jimmy Margulies)


By Jimmy Margulies | 2025-10-08

(Jimmy Margulies)
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D.C.
Army Ten-Miler to proceed as normal despite cancellation concerns
Organizers had considered canceling the race, which starts at the Pentagon, amid the government shutdown but ultimately decided to continue the event as planned. 

Participants in the Army Ten-Miler in Washington run west on Independence Avenue, passing the National Museum of the American Indian, in 2011. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post) 


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-10-09
Organizers for the Army Ten-Miler said Thursday that the race will proceed as planned this weekend after the ongoing government shutdown raised concerns over whether the event would be canceled.
In a news release, race officials said they were "pleased to announce" the event would continue Sunday.
The race, with more than 28,000 registered runners this year, typically starts at the Pentagon in Virginia, crosses the Potomac River into the District, runs through federal land and passes some of D.C.'s most striking landmarks. More than 900 soldiers and 900 volunteers help work it.
Organizers said earlier this week that "based on unforeseen circumstances" a decision would be made by Wednesday on whether to cancel Sunday's in-person race. But in a note to participants sent Wednesday evening, they said only that they had not yet reached a final decision.
The Thursday news release did not mention what went into the decision not to cancel the race.
The possible cancellation prompted anger from some runners, who canceled their hotels and flights before an official decision was announced, as many worried they would not be able to get full refunds if they waited any longer.
Shutdowns have threatened races in the past. Army Ten-Miler organizers changed the race route during the 2013 shutdown, but the race was later able to proceed as planned after lawmakers agreed to reopen the federal government.
The current shutdown began Oct. 1, and efforts to end it have been unsuccessful so far.
Amid the uncertainty of this year's race, some runners had begun to come up with alternative plans. Among them: an "Anywhere 10-miler" that would kick off from the base of the Lincoln Memorial early Sunday and go for two laps around the National Mall. Hundreds expressed interest in joining the unofficial run, even as others said they had no interest in coming to D.C. if there was no race and some museums would be closed because of the shutdown.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Fabulous fall weather before possible coastal storm
Sunny and cool into Saturday before a potential coastal storm on Sunday and Monday.

(angela n.)


By David Streit, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-09
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Sunshine warms most spots into the low to mid-60s this afternoon.
What's next? Friday is fall weather at its finest but clouds begin to build on Saturday as a coastal storm develops. Rain and gusty winds are a concern Sunday and Monday.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Police kill man while serving murder arrest warrant
Members of the Capital Area Regional Task Force were in an apartment building on Girard Street NW executing a murder arrest warrant, police said.

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith holds a photo of a gun found at the scene of a police shooting that killed a man Thursday morning. (Olivia George/TWP)


By Olivia George, Emma Uber | 2025-10-09
Law enforcement officers fatally shot a man Thursday morning at an apartment building in Northwest Washington while trying to arrest him for first-degree murder, authorities said.
Members of the Capital Area Regional Task Force -- a long-standing, multiagency effort responsible for apprehending fugitives wanted for violent crimes -- were inside an apartment building on the 1400 block of Girard Street NW around 7 a.m. executing an arrest warrant of a suspect in the shooting death of a 33-year-old woman days earlier, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said.
"As task force members entered at the suspect's apartment this morning, an exchange of gunfire occurred between the suspect and the members of the task force," Smith said. The suspect, whom police have not yet named, was struck multiple times, she said. He was pronounced dead at the scene.
Smith said no members of the task force were injured in the shooting. No D.C. police officers fired their weapons during the incident, she said.
Two officers fired their weapons, a law enforcement official said: one with the Metro Transit Police and the other with Diplomatic Security Service.
When asked who fired first at a news conference Thursday morning, Smith said it is under investigation.
A statement from a U.S. Marshals Service spokesperson on Thursday did not mention the suspect firing at law enforcement. "As task force personnel approached, the suspect presented a firearm and pointed towards law enforcement officers," the statement read. "In response to the threat, task force members shot the wanted fugitive."
A D.C. police spokesperson did not respond to the discrepancy between the two accounts and pointed to Smith's remarks characterizing the incident as an "exchange of fire."
D.C. police Internal Affairs investigates all police-involved shootings in the city, even if they do not involve D.C. police officers. The case will be referred to U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro.
The suspect's gun was recovered at the scene, Smith said.
The task force was serving an arrest warrant for the murder of Maurisha Singletary, found shot to death Sunday evening on Minnesota Avenue NE. It was the third homicide in the District in three days, an uptick in killings after weeks of substantial decline. Officers had been called to a home at about 7 p.m. Sunday for a welfare check. Inside, they found Singletary's body.
The Capital Area Regional Task Force was established in 2004 and is composed of over 100 federal, state and local agencies across the D.C. region.
"This morning's incident is certainly a reminder of the danger that men and women in law enforcement face every day," Smith said.
Derek Hawkins contributed to this report.
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D.C.
Budget cut means D.C. Streetcar will shut down in March
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) stripped funding for the doomed service from future budgets. 

The D.C. Streetcar runs along H Street and Benning Road in Northeast. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner | 2025-10-09
The D.C. Streetcar will shut down more than a year earlier than planned, with no clear timeline for the "next generation" electric bus service Mayor Muriel E. Bowser says will eventually replace it.
Service on the single line that runs between Union Station and the edge of the RFK campus was supposed to end in the summer of 2027. Bowser announced in May that the city's sole streetcar line would be replaced by late 2028 or mid-2029 with an electric bus she called a "next generation streetcar" that would be charged by the same overhead wires. But in a tight budget season, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) eliminated the streetcar's annual funding starting next October. A DDOT spokesman said that penalties for canceling a contract with the operator will require service to end in March. The service costs about $10 million a year to operate.
The faster-than-expected wind down mirrors the fate of the D.C. Circulator bus service, which ran its last routes on Dec. 31. Both were dreamed up in the early 2000s, when D.C. leaders were looking to spur tourism and development by taking people to places the Metro system didn't reach. Streetcars had become popular in cities across the country, seen as more substantial than adding bus service but easier than building rail lines.
But while both systems took almost a decade to launch, the Circulator quickly expanded while the streetcar remained a single line on H Street and Benning Road in Northeast. Plans to extend it east across the Anacostia River  and west to Georgetown never became reality. Mendelson, when he became the council chairman in 2014, slashed proposed funding for a larger network. "There is a value in getting H Street underway and seeing how well it works," he said at the time.
On the single route, lacking a blocked-off track, streetcars often get stuck behind double-parked cars. Ridership on the streetcar, which is free, has always been far lower than on the crosstown bus that covers much of the same territory. Before the pandemic there were about 3,300 daily streetcar riders. Now there are about 2,600 -- about a third of the ridership on WMATA's D20 bus (formerly the X2).
Bowser pledged when she first became mayor in 2015 to finish the east-west line, and she and Mendelson have clashed in the past over what he called a "horribly botched" and "wildly unpopular" service. On Wednesday, Mendelson said in a statement that the streetcar "was a defining characteristic of the H Street corridor," and that he was "very disappointed in what I consider the disingenuousness of the administration that the streetcar is 'oh so important,' until it no longer is to them."
Development along the corridor did explode in the years before the service began, and officials argued the promise of the streetcar helped. But in recent years businesses on H Street have struggled because of a spike in crime and decline in dining out. The District and other cities with constrained budgets are now focused on improving and expanding bus service. The District was supposed to add bus-only lanes to the H Street corridor this year, but that project is on hold.
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who helms the council's transportation committee, said in a statement that he opposed the cut and had "planned around a two-year wind down." But he said he is focused on "what comes next" and budgeted $250,000 to a study of transit options in the area. Metro is also planning to spend about $2 million to look at proposals for better RFK access.
As with the Circulator, the transit union representing employees says the workers have been left in the lurch by the city's changing timelines. The union that represents about 50 streetcar drivers said  it learned about the impending closure last week. "Let's learn from what happened at Circulator and not screw over the workers again," Matthew Girardi of ATU Local 698 said.
Money from the sale of Circulator buses was supposed to go to a fund for the laid-off workforce but never did.
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Real Estate
Condos with private rooftops in trendy Barracks Row
Buying New | Three-story development has 10 units, starting at $305,000

Barracks View is a three-story condominium building near Capitol Hill. (Townsend Visuals)


By Hope Hodge Seck | 2025-10-09
For some buyers in a new 10-unit condominium development near Capitol Hill, their new home will come with a show: a view of the parade field at Marine Barracks Washington, where weekly summertime military showcases include musical performances, marching formations and cannon salutes.
At Barracks View, a three-story, single-building development that hit the market in September, four of the units have private rooftop decks. Two of the decks face toward the Washington Monument, U.S. Capitol, and other District landmarks, while the other two overlook the shops and restaurants of Barracks Row and the Marine base also known as 8th and I. According to real estate agents Diego Sito and Hilary Bubes with Galanti Group, the building, completed in its current form in 2024, received grandfather protections from current height restrictions, meaning it is taller than its surrounds and will remain so.

The kitchen and living area in Unit 202. (Townsend Visuals)


"Third-floor purchasers at this specific development don't have to worry about another building coming in and blocking their view," Sito said.
Originally a two-story retail building, the site was home to the Howl to the Chief boutique pet supply store before its 2021 move to another location on 8th Street SE. Amid the other retail locations - including the Michelin-starred restaurants Pineapple and Pearls, Rose's Luxury and Omakase - Barracks View is an outlier, Sito said.
"There's not another particular development that's currently on 8th Street," he said. "So being able to be pioneers in that neighborhood was definitely desirable."

Some units have rooftop terraces. (David Molina/Townsend Visuals)


Units in the basement and first and second floors of Barracks View have one or two bedrooms, one or two bathrooms and an open-plan shared kitchen and living space. These units range from 409 to 666 square feet, and the developers took steps to maximize available space in creative ways. In one of the two basement units, for example, an entry foyer leading into the kitchen was turned into an optional office space with the addition of a built-in desk and storage structures.
An entry-level unit, 101, is set up as a retail storefront or mixed-use space, but also includes a full bathroom. That unit is one of two currently under contract; a third has been purchased and is occupied, the realtors said.

The kitchen in Unit 202. (Townsend Visuals)


The four third-floor units that include private rooftops are slightly larger, at 628 to 704 square feet. Each of these units includes two bedrooms, one to two full baths and separate but connected open kitchen and dining rooms. Two of the units have a balcony accessible by the two bedrooms and a larger entry space at the roof level; the other two include a small bar area with a wine fridge on the way to the rooftop.
A white aesthetic throughout all units is accented by matte black fixtures. Kitchens have porcelain white backsplashes, under-cabinet lighting, and high-end appliances, including a Samsung smart induction cooktop with WiFi and Beko dishwasher, refrigerator and oven.

A bedroom in Unit 202. (Townsend Visuals)


The units have oak floors, recessed lighting and an interior courtyard balcony.
There is common-area bicycle and stroller storage, designed to appeal to commuters and walkers, Sito said. Pets are allowed, an appropriate choice for a building that once housed a pet store and a nod to a growing number of buyers who will not look at units that can't accommodate their animals, he said.

The primary bathroom in Unit 201. (Townsend Visuals)


"It's really just developers responding to a need in the market," he said.
The building has two parking spaces, available for purchase at $22,000 apiece, plus a monthly fee of about $18.
In the weeks the building has been on the market, open houses have been packed, the agents said. The building is a few blocks away from Eastern Market, a bustling weekend shopping space, and a Trader Joe's.

The kitchen and living area in unit 301. (David Molina/Townsend Visuals)


"You're kind of in the middle of it all," Sito said.
Schools: Shirley Chisholm Elementary School, Jefferson Middle School Academy and Eastern High School.
Transportation: The Eastern Market Metro station, on the Blue, Orange and Silver lines is in Metro Plaza, four blocks away. The C53 and C55 buses run along Eighth Street SE.
	Address: 733 8th St. SE, Washington, D.C., 20003
	Developer: Resolution Capitol Management
	Type of home: Condominiums
	Number of units: 10 (7 available)
	Prices: $305,000 to $620,000
	Fees: $250 to $394 a month
	Bedrooms: 1 or 2
	Bathrooms: 1 or 2
	Square-footage: 409 to 704
	Website: https://www.barracksviewdc.com/
	Sales team: Diego Sito, diego@galantigroup.com; and Hilary Bubes, hilary@galantigroup.com


A view from the terrace of Unit 202. (Townsend Visuals)
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Virginia Politics
The Virginia governor's debate is tonight. Here's what to watch for.
Republican Winsome Earle-Sears will face Democrat Abigail Spanberger at Norfolk State University in the only debate planned ahead of the Virginia governor's race.

LEFT: Democratic gubernatorial candidate, former U.S. congresswoman Abigail Spanberger (D-Virginia). RIGHT: Republican gubernatorial candidate, Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears of Virginia. (Robb Hill/For The Washington Post; Parker Michels-Boyce/For The Washington Post) 


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-10-09
On Thursday night, with less than a month of early voting remaining before Election Day on Nov. 4, Virginians get their one and only chance to see the major-party candidates for governor square off in a debate.
Democrat and former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger will join Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears at 7 p.m. for an hour-long televised debate on the campus of Norfolk State University. Spanberger has led consistently in polling and fundraising, but Earle-Sears is riding a wave of late-breaking attention over the scandal involving violently worded text messages sent in 2022 by Jerrauld C. "Jay" Jones, who is now the Democratic nominee for attorney general.
Both Earle-Sears and Spanberger are vying to make history as the first woman elected governor of Virginia, while Earle-Sears would be the first Black woman elected governor of any state. National Republicans and Democrats alike are pouring attention and resources into the race -- one of only two statewide contests in the country this year -- as a referendum on the Trump administration and a tuneup for next year's congressional midterm elections.
Here are some key things to know about the faceoff:
The debate starts at 7 p.m. and will be carried on six Nexstar-owned television stations around the state. In Northern Virginia and the rest of the D.C.-area media market, that's WDCW/WDVM or at dcnewsnow.com. A list of TV providers in other regions is available here.
It will he held at Norfolk State University in the L. Douglas Wilder Performing Arts Center -- a venue named for the former Virginia governor who was the first Black person elected governor of any state since Reconstruction. A small studio audience will be present.
News anchors Tom Schaad of WAVY-TV 10 in the Hampton Roads region and Deanna Allbrittin of WRIC-TV in Richmond will moderate the debate. They will ask questions of the candidates, who will each have 60 seconds to respond, with 30-second rebuttals, according to debate organizers.
Earle-Sears, 61, has been the state's lieutenant governor since January 2022. In that largely ceremonial role, she has presided over the state Senate, casting votes only in the event of a tie.
Born in Jamaica, Earle-Sears emigrated with her father as a young girl and went on to serve in the U.S. Marine Corps before becoming a small-business owner. She served a single term in the Virginia House of Delegates, representing part of Norfolk, starting in 2002; ran unsuccessfully for Congress against Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Virginia) in 2004; then largely dropped out of politics and relocated to the Winchester area, where she ran a home appliance business. She also served on the state Board of Education in 2014 and 2015 under Gov. Terry McAuliffe (D).
Spanberger, 46, was born in New Jersey but moved with her family to the Richmond area when she was 13. She followed her father's footsteps and became a federal agent for the U.S. Postal Service, then joined the CIA as an operative working on topics related to terrorism and nuclear proliferation.
She ran for Congress in 2017 and scored an upset win over Rep. Dave Brat (R-Virginia), who had been a high-profile member of the tea party movement. Spanberger won two more terms representing a conservative-leaning district in central Virginia, earning a reputation as part of a new generation of centrist Democrats in the House. She declined to seek reelection in 2024 so she could run for governor.
The governor's race is at the top of the ballot, but Virginia is also electing a lieutenant governor, attorney general and all 100 seats in the House of Delegates this year.
Republicans have controlled the executive branch since winning the three statewide races in 2021. Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), like all Virginia governors, is prohibited by the state constitution from seeking a consecutive second term, so he hopes to extend his legacy by getting his lieutenant governor -- Earle-Sears -- elected to replace him.
Democrats hold a 21-19 advantage in the state Senate -- which is not up for election this year -- and are trying to protect and extend a 51-49 advantage in the House of Delegates. They hope Spanberger wins and can help them enact legislative priorities such as constitutional amendments to protect abortion access and same-sex marriage, while Republicans hope to bring Virginia more into line with the policies of President Donald Trump, such as ramping up deportations of undocumented immigrants and purging diversity programs and curriculums from state colleges and universities.
The other statewide races all affect the balance of power in Virginia. Republican radio host John Reid is running for lieutenant governor against Democratic state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi (Richmond), with the power to break tie votes in the Senate.
Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) is seeking reelection against Jones. Miyares could support Trump-friendly policies through the judicial system even if Democrat Spanberger wins as governor. Jones has promised to use the office to stand up to actions from Washington that he says are harmful to Virginia.
The lieutenant governor has run hard on promising to extend the economic development success of Youngkin's tenure in Richmond and on supporting Trump. She has emphasized MAGA-rousing culture-war issues, particularly the topic of transgender students in schools and in sports, and painted her opponent as a "crazy" left-wing extremist.
Earle-Sears has attempted to tie Spanberger and Democrats generally to political violence since the killing of Charlie Kirk in Utah last month. Those efforts notched up sharply after last week's revelations that Jones sent private text messages in 2022 that mused about shooting the Virginia speaker of the House of Delegates and urinating on the graves of other opponents. Spanberger has sharply rebuked Jones but has so far refrained from either defending his candidacy or calling for him to step down. Earle-Sears will undoubtedly push hard to pin her down.
After GOP criticism that her campaign seemed disorganized and low-key, Earle-Sears appointed new campaign advisers and has emphasized themes of standing with law enforcement, protecting the state's right-to-work law -- which holds that a workplace cannot require union membership as a condition of employment -- and delivering new job opportunities.
Spanberger has generally stuck to the script as a centrist Democrat, emphasizing economic issues such as reducing the cost of living and ensuring access to health care.
She has criticized Earle-Sears for supporting Trump administration policies of cutting the federal workforce and federal spending, which have disproportionately affected Virginia, home to some 320,000 federal workers as of last year and numerous federal agencies. Spanberger has generally resisted responding to the culture-war attacks from Earle-Sears, but she released an ad that seemed to address the transgender issue by emphasizing her commitment to safety, as a mother of three girls in public schools.
Spanberger, in turn, has tried to paint Earle-Sears as "extreme," citing the Republican's past opposition to same-sex marriage and abortion. Spanberger has tried to defuse the right-to-work issue by saying she would not sign a bill abolishing the policy if one passed the General Assembly.
Olusoji A. Akomolafe, chairman of the political science department at debate site Norfolk State University, said the key to the debate for Spanberger is to stick to a pragmatic emphasis on reducing the cost of living, preserving access to health care and making a college education more affordable.
Trump, Akomolafe said, is Spanberger's friend because his One Big Beautiful Bill and all of its budget cuts "just gave her free, beautiful gifts," he said. Spanberger will have to keep the emphasis on that, deflect the Jones scandal and try to agitate Earle-Sears, Akomolafe said. He said the Republican's style is not suited for the debate format and "you can easily push her buttons. She has to not overreact."
For her part, Earle-Sears has to try to get Spanberger off the Trump message and put more focus on Jones and other inflammatory topics, he said.
If she can keep Spanberger on the defensive and highlight Virginia success stories over the past four years, rather than spend her time addressing Trump's actions, Earle-Sears might be able to claim the debate, Akomolafe said.
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D.C.
The government shutdown is putting D.C.-area races in jeopardy
Organizers of the Army Ten-Miler and the Marine Corps Marathon said the government shutdown could affect their abilities to proceed with race day.

(More than 35,000 registrants signed up for Sunday's Army Ten-Miler. (David J. Kim/The Washington Post) (David Kim/Washington, D.C.))


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-10-08
Ann Marie Keim runs the Army Ten-Miler for her son, who still serves in the military, and two members of his unit who were killed in Afghanistan in 2012. This year was supposed to be her 11th time running the race, which starts at the Pentagon, draws 35,000 runners and passes some of D.C.'s most striking landmarks.
The government shutdown is putting race day in jeopardy. Race organizers were expected to decide Wednesday whether to cancel the event or possibly unveil a route that does not go through federal land. But as of 6:45 p.m., no decision had been announced.
"It's soul-crushing," Keim, a 71-year-old from Ashland, Virginia, said a day earlier. "There is nothing quite like this race."
Here's what to know:
The Army Ten-Miler racecourse typically runs through federal land, including the National Mall, and some 900 soldiers and 900 volunteers help work it. That could pose a problem for continuing with the original plan.
In 2013, when the government shut down for 16 days, organizers of the race changed its route to a course through more of Arlington that avoided land under the National Park Service's territory. But Congress agreed to reopen the government just before race day, and the original route proceeded as planned.
The current shutdown has already claimed at least one D.C.-area race.
On Friday, the National Park Service told DC Road Runners that a 20-mile race it was planning could not proceed because of the shutdown, according to the organizers, who said they were "incredibly disappointed."
Many runners who signed up for the Army Ten-Miler are flying or traveling to the D.C.-area from across the country. And just days before they are supposed to check in to their hotel, it is too late for some to cancel their reservations. So Keim and other runners who are in an Army Ten-Miler Facebook group are developing contingency plans for what they're calling the "Anywhere 10 miler."
If the race is canceled, runners plan to meet at the base of the Lincoln Memorial early Sunday morning and run two laps around the National Mall.  In the Facebook group on Wednesday, runners posted the route they would take around the mall, and dozens expressed interest in showing up.
Kerry Pelletier has been training to run 10 miles for about four months. The 43-year-old from Pensacola, Florida, planned to travel up the East Coast with her husband, who joined the Army reserves last year.
"It never registered that the whole shutdown thing could affect this race," she said. That is, until she received an email from the race director to registered runners warning that the race could be canceled.
While her husband is bummed, Pelletier is not-so-secretly relieved. She had never run 10 miles before and was worried.
Plus, she feared many of D.C.'s tourist destinations would be shuttered. The National Gallery of Art, for example, closed on Saturday, and Smithsonian museums would close Oct. 12 if the shutdown isn't resolved by then.
"If all the museums are shut down, and the race isn't happening," Pelletier said, "there's no point in going."
She thinks they can get airline credit and cancel their hotel near the Pentagon. They might go somewhere in New England instead.
That race, scheduled for Oct. 26, is still on -- for now. Race organizers have said that they are monitoring the situation. The race begins between the Pentagon and Arlington National Cemetery.
"Please know that the Marine Corps Marathon Organization (MCMO) Staff, together with Senior Marine Corps Leadership, are closely monitoring developments," organizers told WUSA9 in a statement. "At this time, planning and preparations for all events are continuing as scheduled."
The marathon is celebrating its 50th race this year.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Ten people overdose in Baltimore neighborhood
Baltimore police reported that 10 people overdosed in the same neighborhood where two dozen overdosed this summer.

Baltimore's Penn North neighborhood saw dozens of fatal overdoses last year. (Paul Kiefer/The Washington Post)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-10-09
Ten people overdosed Wednesday in the same Baltimore neighborhood where two dozen people overdosed this summer, the city's police said. No fatalities were reported.
The victims were reported near Pennsylvania Avenue and West North Avenue at about 11:38 a.m., police said in a statement. They range in age from 30 to 60 years old and include one female and five males.
Six were transported to area hospitals, and four refused transport, police said.
The police statement did not say what type of drugs were involved.
The overdoses come about three months after more than two dozen people overdosed within hours in West Baltimore's Penn North neighborhood. Police could not say if the incidents were related.
Tests on samples collected in the neighborhood after the July overdoses found a sedative called N-methylclonazepam that was mixed with fentanyl, researchers at the National Institute of Standards and Technology said at the time.
The city of Baltimore and Maryland reported sharp declines in overdose deaths in 2024. Data from Maryland's Department of Health showed Baltimore overdose deaths dropped by about 25 percent to roughly 700 by the end of last year.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Turning chilly tonight as winds gust behind cold front
It's much cooler with classic fall weather arriving for several days.

(Kim Kowalewski/Flickr)


By A. Camden Walker, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-10-08
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Clearer and much cooler tonight. Gusty evening winds stick with us as temperatures fall mainly to lows in the 40s.
What's next? Dry and chilly weather -- cold Thursday night -- through at least Friday. We're near the edge of a rainy coastal storm by the back half of the weekend.
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D.C. Politics
Longtime Bowser confidante Beverly Perry departs mayor's administration
Beverly Perry was a senior Bowser adviser who played key roles in negotiations to bring back the Washington Commanders and in D.C.'s push for statehood.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), right, speaks with senior adviser Beverly Perry in 2015. (J. Lawler Duggan/For The Washington Post)


By Michael Brice-Saddler | 2025-10-08
Beverly Perry, a longtime confidante and adviser to D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) who played key roles in the District's push for statehood and in negotiations to bring the Washington Commanders back to D.C., announced her resignation Tuesday, the mayor's office said.
In a letter to her cabinet reviewed by The Washington Post, Bowser wrote that Perry was marking "the end of her tenure in DC Government" after a decade of service that dates back to the mayor's first term. In her capacity as Bowser's senior adviser, Perry  helped oversee legislative, federal and international affairs relevant to the District.
On Wednesday, the law firm Taft announced it had hired Perry as a partner to lead its new Government Resource and Response Group, pointing to her "unmatched experience working across regulatory systems at every level of government."
Bowser in her letter praised Perry's efforts to make D.C. the 51st state -- including helping to draft a proposed state constitution -- saying she "ultimately helped get us closer to statehood than at any point in our City's history."
The mayor also highlighted Perry's recurring role representing the District in federal affairs and on Capitol Hill, citing what many viewed as a surprise victory in late 2024 when Congress passed last-minute legislation clearing the way for the city to redevelop the RFK Stadium site into a new home for the city's NFL team.
"We all witnessed Beverly's tenacity last December when, late into the night, Congress passed the legislation that would open the door to bringing our Commanders home and unlocking 180 acres of opportunity on the banks of the Anacostia River," Bowser wrote.
NBC4 was first to report on Perry's departure.
In a statement Wednesday, Perry said the role with Taft offers her the chance to "step in and contribute right away."
"Building off the strength of the firm's energy, environmental, municipal, public finance and infrastructure efforts, it's an exciting opportunity for me to help clients with their most pressing policy-making and legal matters," Perry said.
Perry, a former lobbyist and Pepco executive, received a law degree from Georgetown University and an undergraduate degree from George Washington University, according to her biography on the city's website.
She was one of Bowser's longest-serving aides and most influential advisers; the mayor once likened her to President Barack Obama's confidante Valerie Jarrett. With ties to Washington's local business and political circles, Perry frequently played a behind-the-scenes role after Bowser first took office in January 2015, particularly when navigating politically sensitive and federal matters.
"We've known each other for a long time -- she was my unofficial advisor before she became my senior advisor," Bowser wrote. "And I know that Beverly Perry will always have DC's back."
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How to get covid vaccine in D.C., Maryland or Virginia, and what has changed
D.C., Maryland and Virginia health officials streamlined the process for getting coronavirus vaccines.

(Hannah Beier/Reuters)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-10-08
(This file was updated with new guidance from Virginia)
Many Americans grew accustomed to easily getting their coronavirus vaccines and boosters at their local pharmacy during the pandemic. But changes at the federal level and a patchwork of laws in states and D.C. have made it more complicated for residents in the region and nationally to obtain shots this year.
Access to the vaccine had been limited to certain populations for months, but became more widely available after the CDC on Oct. 7 approved recommendations from a federal vaccine advisory panel. Before that, D.C., Maryland and Virginia public health officials streamlined the process, including making it easier for pharmacists to administer vaccines without a prescription.
Here's what to know:
In D.C. and Maryland, anyone 3 years old and up can get a vaccine at a pharmacy without a prescription, based on recent actions by public health officials in those jurisdictions. Residents can also ask their primary care provider or children's pediatrician about the shots.
However, Unity Health Care, the largest network of community health centers in the District, has opted not to stock the coronavirus vaccine because the centers would lose money on each shot, Unity Chief Medical Officer Benjamin Oldfield said in a statement.
Parents in D.C. and Maryland should take children between 6 months and 3 years old to their pediatrician or health care provider for the coronavirus vaccine, public health officials say. Children's National Hospital will not have the vaccine in stock for several weeks as its primary care offices transition to solely using the Moderna vaccine, which can be given to patients 6 months and older with a high-risk condition, Cara Biddle, chief of pediatrics and community health, said in a statement. The Pfizer vaccine was approved for those 5 years old and older, and Novavax was for those 12 years old and older, both with the same high-risk limits.
At first, Virginia put restrictions on who could get the vaccine at a pharmacy. People 65 and older and those 18 to 64 who self-attest to having an underlying medical condition can get vaccinated at a Virginia pharmacy without a prescription, according to a Sept. 10 standing order issued by State Health Commissioner Karen Shelton.
That changed when Jim O'Neill, acting director at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, signed off on recommendations of the CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.
The panel's members said that everyone should consult a clinician before getting a coronavirus shot, a more restrictive approach than the panel endorsed in prior years when Americans were simply able to obtain free vaccines. The CDC website includes pharmacists as well as physicians and nurses, in the list of health care providers who can be involved in discussing vaccines with patients.
Like in D.C. and Maryland, anyone aged 3 and older in Virginia can now -- as of Oct. 7 -- also obtain a vaccine at a pharmacy without a prescription, according to a statement from the Virginia Department of Health. Through a spokesman, Shelton declined an interview request.
Children 6 months and older can get a vaccine from their health care provider.
In D.C. and Maryland, no.
D.C. and Maryland public health officials anticipated the CDC panel could put up roadblocks to vaccines and decoupled their rules from the panel's recommendations. Now they base guidance on recommendations released by medical societies: the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Family Physicians and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
Maryland made this official in a Sept. 19 standing order, and the D.C. Council passed a new temporary law that Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) signed Sept. 22.
The health insurance trade group AHIP released a statement Sept. 16 affirming that health plans will cover coronavirus vaccines through the end of 2026.
Medicare, Medicaid, the Vaccines for Children Program and the Children's Health Insurance Program will continue to cover covid shots, according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
Paying out of pocket for the coronavirus vaccine could cost as much as $250 at CVS.
Keep trying. Just because your usual pharmacy doesn't have availability doesn't mean a neighboring store won't.
MinuteClinics inside CVS stores across the country, including in D.C., Maryland and Virginia, have also been offering coronavirus vaccinations. Appointments can be scheduled online, or patients can walk into pharmacies and clinics.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2025
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025. The pace of killings this year has slowed since 2023, when the District saw a generational spike.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-08
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025.
Homicides in the District dropped about 30 percent in 2024, part of an across-the-board dip in crime. D.C. officials attributed the decline to new laws that eased some police procedures, made it easier for judges to hold more defendants before trial and stiffened punishments from crimes ranging from retail theft to gun offenses.
Homicides in D.C. dropped in 2024 to levels more on par with other cities across the country. While the number of killings spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8.
The gunfire so far this year has claimed several lives, including a 14-year-old killed in a robbery in Southwest Washington. Police charged another 14-year-old with murder.
About this story
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2025. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Tech
Federal officials probe Tesla 'Full Self-Driving' over traffic violations
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said the probe stemmed from reports of vehicles running red lights and entering the opposing lane of traffic.

The federal safety agency said its investigation of safety issues affects nearly 2.9 million vehicles. (David Zalubowski/AP)


By Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-10-09
Federal safety regulators are investigating Tesla's "Full Self-Driving" feature over reports that the technology caused vehicles to run red lights and maneuver into opposing lanes, the agency said this week.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said the probe, affecting nearly 2.9 million vehicles with the feature, stemmed from complaints to the agency, media reports and information it collected on crashes involving driver-assistance technology. The agency said there had been 58 incidents in all -- including 14 crashes or fires, 10 incidents involving injuries and 23 total injuries.
NHTSA said it has logged six crashes involving Teslas in Full Self-Driving that had traveled into an intersection against a red light and collided with another vehicle.
The agency said that of those red light infractions, preliminary investigations "indicated that the problem may be repeatable, given that multiple subject incidents occurred at the same intersection in Joppa, Maryland." Tesla has since sought to remedy the issue at that intersection, the agency said.
Full Self-Driving, which has been marketed under the terms Full Self-Driving (Supervised) and Full Self-Driving Beta, is Tesla's most sophisticated advanced driver-assistance system, enabling vehicles to maneuver around city and residential streets, making lane changes and steering on their own, though drivers are expected to maintain full attention. Tesla chief executive Elon Musk has positioned it as crucial to the company's ambitions, describing the technology as "the difference between Tesla being worth a lot of money and being worth basically zero."
Tesla and Musk did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
NHTSA said its investigation aimed "to assess the scope, frequency, and potential safety consequences of FSD executing driving maneuvers that constitute traffic safety violations."
Jeremy Merrill contributed to this report.
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Tech Policy
Trump is complicating the GOP's anti-censorship campaign
Republicans' years-long fight against tech companies' content moderation practices is facing pushback over the Trump administration's limits on media.

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), speaking on Capitol Hill in September, has argued that it shouldn't be up to the government to decide what speech it does or doesn't like. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Naomi Nix, Will Oremus | 2025-10-09
For years, Republicans have denounced tech companies' policies barring hateful and misleading posts, alleging that a sweeping liberal censorship operation led by the Biden administration was forcing social media platforms to suppress conservative voices.
That campaign is running into an awkward new obstacle: President Donald Trump's efforts to rein in liberal speech.
At a Wednesday Senate hearing, Democrats and Republicans agreed that such "jawboning" of private companies and institutions is a threat to democracy -- but couldn't agree on which party's president was to blame.
While Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Missouri) sought to focus the hearing on what he called the "vast censorship regime perpetrated by the Biden administration," the committee's Democrats swiftly dismissed the claim. Calling the hearing's focus "a farce," Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Massachusetts) accused the Trump administration of waging "a war on free speech that this country has not seen since the McCarthy era in the 1950s."
The combative exchanges illustrated how Trump's second term has scrambled partisan fault lines in the long-standing debate over how tech companies police online speech.
The political calculus for both parties appears to have shifted amid what Democrats argue is a White House crackdown on dissent on college campuses, media companies and law firms. The Trump administration handed Democrats new ammunition last month when ABC took late-night host Jimmy Kimmel off the air after Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr criticized the comedian and implied that the FCC could retaliate against those who aired him.
"We can do this the hard way or the easy way," Carr told right-wing podcaster Benny Johnson, counseling Disney, which owns ABC, to "find ways to change conduct" or else. (Kimmel's show has since been restored, and Carr has insisted he made "no threat" against the network.)
Republicans -- with a few notable exceptions including Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) -- have largely defended the Trump administration or remained silent. Cruz last month characterized the FCC chair's threat as "dangerous," arguing the government shouldn't be deciding what speech it does or doesn't like.
Cruz had planned to use Wednesday's hearing to tout a bill that would make it easier for Americans to sue the federal government when it pressures companies or institutions, including social media platforms, to suppress their speech -- a practice known as "jawboning." But the Senate Commerce Committee chair unexpectedly missed the session to attend to what his office said was a family matter.
If there was any hope that Congress would come up with a bipartisan approach to protecting free speech, that wasn't evident during Wednesday's hearing, which devolved into mostly partisan talking points.
"I haven't seen any" evidence of illegal jawboning by the Trump administration, Schmitt, who led the hearing in Cruz's absence, told The Washington Post. "Jimmy Kimmel, his ratings are terrible," Schmitt added. "My feeling is he's just an unfunny activist whose days are probably numbered."
Threatening to pull broadcasters' licenses over a comedian's comments is "government censorship by our president, plain and simple," said Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nevada). "It's what they do in Russia. It's what they do in North Korea. It's what they do in China."
Wednesday's hearing was also designed to amplify long-standing criticisms from Republicans that the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, a unit within the Department of Homeland Security focused on cyber and foreign threats, censored Americans by flagging misleading posts about voting to internet platforms during the 2020 election. Industry experts and some tech companies have countered that while tech companies receive complaints from politicians and advocates about content on their platforms, the companies alone decide what to allow or remove.
Last year, the Supreme Court rejected a Republican-led effort to restrict White House officials and other federal employees from pressuring social media companies to remove posts from their platforms that the U.S. government deems problematic, saying the challengers did not have legal standing to bring the case. The court said the plaintiffs in Murthy v. Missouri had not demonstrated that they were directly harmed by the communication between the government and social media platforms.
Since that court defeat, Republicans have expanded their anti-censorship campaign to target international technology regulations, including a wide-ranging European internet safety law known as the Digital Services Act. The law requires large tech companies to implement safeguards against "negative effects on civic discourse and electoral processes" or face steep fines.
Europe is "creating a censorship regime that would make communist China blush," Schmitt said Wednesday.
The years-long Republican effort to limit tech companies' content moderation practices has largely worked. Some university researchers who once worked alongside civil society groups have stopped tracking disinformation and cut down on contact with tech companies. Social media companies have watered down or reversed their rules barring some forms of misinformation and hate speech. Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg pledged earlier this year to work with the Trump administration to fight onerous tech regulations abroad in an effort to preserve free expression.
Despite those changes, most lawmakers appear to be sticking to their talking points about online speech. In his opening statement Wednesday, Cruz had planned to reiterate his concerns about Carr's pressure on ABC but chide his Democratic colleagues for only recently awakening to the perils of government jawboning.
Sen. Maria Cantwell of Washington, the top Democrat on the Commerce Committee, said in a statement after the hearing that if Cruz wants to address government censorship, he should call Carr to testify before the committee. A spokeswoman for Cruz said he intends to call all three FCC commissioners to testify in a hearing this fall.
"Everyone's being very careful right now to stay in their lanes," said Katie Harbath, a former Meta policy official and former chief digital strategist at the National Republican Senatorial Committee.
"This has become a political fight, and so each side has their own thing that they're lobbying for."
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Tech in Your Life
I tracked Amazon's Prime Day prices. We've been played.
Here's what you should do to actually get a good deal on Amazon.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock; Getty Images)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-10-09
Next time Amazon hypes its Prime Days savings, remember this: The prices during the sale aren't always better. I've got the receipts to prove it.
I would have saved, on average, almost nothing during Amazon's recent fall "Prime Big Deal Days" -- and for some big-ticket purchases, I would have actually paid more.
For the sale that took place Oct. 7 and 8, my family went in prepared. We had a shopping list with prices we'd been tracking. Then, on the first day of the sale, I got a text from my dad: "Very disappointed," he wrote. "The prices were significantly higher!"
He was right. A TV stand he'd been watching jumped 38 percent to $379, from $275 on Oct. 2. Same story for a few other big-ticket items on his list -- another console went up from $219.99 to $299. Those products weren't listed as "big deals" on the site, but we certainly didn't expect their prices to spike during Prime Days.
And in other cases, Amazon marketed discounts that turned out to be the exact price it had charged in recent weeks. One example: an Oral-B electric toothbrush was listed as 39 percent off, but actually the same price as in August.
Many retailers use "sales" for misleading marketing, so I decided to investigate systematically. I pulled receipts for every non-grocery purchase I'd made on Amazon over the past six months -- nearly 50 products. Then I calculated what those same items would have cost during Prime Big Deal Days on Oct. 8.
My overall potential Big Deal Days savings: a mere 0.6 percent. And that doesn't include the $139 annual fee to be a member of Amazon Prime.
Tariffs and inflation might have contributed to rising prices over that period. But as my colleague Michelle Singletary says, Prime Day is mostly a good deal for Amazon -- not for you. (What's your experience with Amazon's sales techniques? Send me an email.)
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post, but I review all tech with the same critical eye.
"Amazon offers customers genuine savings and transparent pricing, whether on a regular shopping day or during a major event like Prime Big Deal Day," said spokeswoman Jessica Martin in an email.
"While we offer millions of deals during events, not every item across our store will be on promotion during an event, which is normal in retail," she said, adding that the examples I shared "are not indicative of the broader trends for this event."
I'm not the only one who thinks Prime Days can feel like a marketing scheme. Other consumer advocates have warned one common trick is for Amazon to feature artificially inflated "before" prices to make discounts appear larger than they are.
Ahead of Amazon's 2017 Prime Day, the nonprofit Consumer Watchdog reported that 61 percent of reference prices on Amazon were higher than any price the company had charged for those items in the prior 90 days.
I asked Amazon about its pricing practices around Prime Day. "When we display a discount, we compare our price to actual prices that customers have recently paid on Amazon or that competitors have recently offered," Martin said.
Yet I found products listed as Prime Day discounts that cost the same as I'd paid less than a month earlier. For example, a pack of coronavirus tests I bought on Sept. 12 was the same price on Oct. 8, but listed as "39 percent off." Amazon said I'd gotten a particularly good deal in September, and the Prime Big Deal Days price offers "meaningful savings compared to the typical price customers have paid on Amazon over the last 90 days."
And there's no rule against prices actually going up during Prime Days, when shoppers like my family assumed they'd go down. "Prices fluctuate over time and currently reflect our practice of meeting or beating reputable and relevant competitor pricing," Martin said.
Yes, you can find some real deals on Prime Day, if you don't just blindly trust Amazon's prices. One of the hidden costs of an Amazon Prime membership is how we change our behavior and lower our guard, blindly putting Amazon at the center of our shopping life.
If you want to save money shopping online, you should still do comparison shopping. Web browser plug-ins that flag lower prices can help, though you should be wary that some are out to steal your data and turn them off when you're not shopping. Google and even AI tools like ChatGPT can also help. Don't count out physical stores, either -- I discovered my dentist sells that electric toothbrush for $10 less than Amazon's "deal" price, and my local toy shop charges half of Amazon's price for monster trucks.
To actually get a good deal on Amazon, go in with a plan. I use a free website called CamelCamelCamel, which tracks Amazon's historical prices. You can see what's really a discount -- and set alerts when prices drop to your target. Many TVs, for instance, hit their lowest prices on Black Friday, not Prime Day.
Then you can have your own Big Deal Day when it's actually a big deal.
Andrea Jimenez contributed to this report.
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        This man thrifts all year to create free Halloween costumes for kids
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The Optimist
This man thrifts all year to create free Halloween costumes for kids
Christophe Waggoner hosts a yearly event for kids -- plus adults and dogs -- to pick out free Halloween costumes he gathers and mends. 

Christophe Waggoner with volunteers Margarita and Justin at Waggoner's 2024 October's Child. Waggoner spends all year collecting, cleaning and revamping Halloween costumes, then hosts an annual giveaway in Austin. (Christophe Waggoner)


By Sydney Page | 2025-10-09
Christophe Waggoner has what he calls a "shopping problem." Not for himself, though. All year long, he scours Texas thrift stores for children's Halloween costumes.
"I'm looking for anything shiny, sparkly or furry," he said. "I'm always keeping an eye out."
For the past nine years, Waggoner has collected thousands of Halloween costumes, and every fall, he hosts an event in Austin where children -- plus adults and dogs -- can pick out Halloween costumes for free.

The 2025 October's Child event was held on Sept. 27. (Henry Saint)


"Seeing the kids there, that's amazing," Waggoner said. "That's the whole point."
Waggoner doesn't just collect the costumes. He washes, repairs and sometimes redesigns the garments, figuring out ways to make them feel brand new.
"I get them, I'll wash them, if they need to be restitched, I'll do that, and sometimes I'll just change them outright," he said.

Waggoner organizes Halloween costumes he collected for the 2025 event. (Henry Saint)


The annual giveaway, which Waggoner calls "October's Child," began in 2017. A year earlier, he had moved from an apartment into a house -- his first time having trick-or-treaters at the door.
"I was so excited that I was going to have trick-or-treaters because I've always loved Halloween," he said.
That night, he noticed a disparity in costumes. Some children arrived in brand-new Star Wars attire, while others were not as well-outfitted.

The October's Child event in 2020. It has grown considerably every year. (Christophe Waggoner)


"You just know they don't have access to the same things," Waggoner said. "I was looking at kids that were looking at other kids. They were just wishing and admiring."
At the time, Waggoner, 62, was working as a "mystery shopper," visiting stores as a research customer. He started to use his work shopping trips as an opportunity to buy Halloween costumes.

Waggoner doesn't just collect the costumes. He washes, repairs and sometimes redesigns them, determined to make them feel brand new. (Christophe Waggoner)


"I just made it a point that all my purchases would be Halloween stuff," Waggoner said.
He also started stopping by secondhand stores in search of old costumes several times a week, paying out-of-pocket to build a collection. By the following September, Waggoner had gathered more than 100 costumes and accessories. He hosted the first event in his garage, spreading the word informally and on social media.

A child tries on a costume at Waggoner's first event, which he held in his garage in 2017. (Christophe Waggoner)


A group came with six children from a foster home, and they each gave Waggoner thank-you cards. He decided then it would be an annual effort.
"I thought it went so well," he said.
Nearly a decade later, October's Child has grown into a major community event. At this year's event, held Sept. 27, hundreds of families from in and around Austin showed up.

A young girl searches for a wig to wear for Halloween. (Nathan Richardson)


There were more than 2,000 costumes available, organized by category -- from princesses to superheroes. There was even a section for dogs.
"There were times I had to carry boxes over my head because it got so crowded," Waggoner said, adding that a school gave him permission to host the event on campus.

Waggoner and volunteers set up several tents and organize the costumes by category. (Nathan Richardson)


Nothing makes him happier, he said, than listening to a child when they pick out a costume.
"I love when you hear a kid go 'woah!' You know they're truly excited," Waggoner said.

A child in a SpongeBob costume. (Nathan Richardson)


People often bring their old costumes to the event, but Waggoner insists on washing and repairing them himself before giving them out the following year.
"I don't want them to feel like they just got hand-me-downs," he said. "I want them to be as close to new as possible."
Waggoner uses a dog brush to comb out costumes with fake fur, and he soaks wigs in fabric softener, which he said makes the fibers relax for easier detangling. He spends nearly $5,000 a year on storage for the costumes.
While restoring thousands of costumes can be tedious, Waggoner said it's worth it. He often dyes costumes to give them a different look.

Waggoner dyed this white dress black to give it a Halloween feel. (Christophe Waggoner)


Local families have made October's Child part of their yearly Halloween tradition. For the past four years, Brenda Guitierrez-Hodgkin and her daughters have volunteered to help run it.
She and her daughters, Kalista, 14, and Christina, 8, help manage the hats and masks.

Brenda Guitierrez-Hodgkin has volunteered for the past four years at October's Child. (Nathan Richardson)


"There's so much merchandise," she said.
Guitierrez-Hodgkin said Halloween costumes can be pricey, and parents often express their relief at avoiding the expense.

Christina, 8, holds a "free" sign. (Brenda Guitierrez-Hodgkin)


Guitierrez-Hodgkin praised Waggoner's dedication.
"He doesn't care who you are and where you come from, all he sees are the smiles, and he wants to create more smiles," she said. "This man has such a big heart."

Waggoner at the recent event. (Nathan Richardson)


His commitment goes back to his childhood, he said. The oldest of six siblings, Waggoner grew up in handmade costumes and learned how to sew at age 12.
"It's doing something for people, but it's also helping save the planet," he said. "So many people will get a costume and will never wear it again."
Waggoner recently established October's Child as a nonprofit and has started receiving donations. Good News ATX was the first publication to cover the effort.

A child looks for a costume at the 2025 event. (Nathan Richardson)


Keri Stern, who has attended the event each year with her three children, now helps collect costumes, too.
"My favorite part of the events is talking to the children getting the costumes," she said. "The kids are so excited because they're not limited."

Waggoner spends about $5,000 a year on storage for all the Halloween costumes he collects. (Henry Saint)


Stern has watched Waggoner's idea evolve into a community fixture.
"It's pretty spectacular what he's done," she said. "He gives his heart and soul."
Next year will be the 10th October's Child, and Waggoner said there are still thousands of costumes out there waiting for him to find and collect.
"I can't imagine not doing it," he said.
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National
Here's where Trump has deployed National Guard troops -- or is trying to
Some Republican mayors and governors have embraced the deployments. Some Democratic mayors have as well. But the effort is finding blowback in the courts, and the pushback from a number of Democratic officials has been strong. The fight is ongoing.

Military personnel in uniform with the Texas National Guard patch are seen at the U.S. Army Reserve Center on Tuesday in Elwood, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. (Erin Hooley/AP)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-08
The Trump administration's use of National Guard troops is expanding, with hundreds being activated to the Chicago area, despite legal challenges from Illinois and Chicago.
President Donald Trump is trying to deploy National Guard members to cities across the United States in what he says is an attempt to combat "the war from within." 
Some Republican mayors and governors have embraced the deployments. Pushback from Democratic officials is strong. And there will be more court action in the coming days.
California has sued over the deployment of troops to Los Angeles. A judge ruled the decision to send troops to that city illegal but allowed the deployment while litigation continues. The number of Guard troops in Los Angeles has been reduced from initial levels. A federal judge has blocked Trump's attempt to send troops from Texas and California to Portland, Oregon, saying they appear unconstitutional. Louisiana, on the other hand, requested federal assistance to deploy the  Guard after Trump floated the idea.
Trump has also said he may seek to send the  Guard or other federal resources to Baltimore, New York or San Francisco.
Washington, D.C. -- 2,400
Chicago area -- 500 activated
Portland -- None (after court action)
Los Angeles -- 300, down from 4,700
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        Live updates: Israel and Hamas sign first phase of Gaza ceasefire deal that would release hostages
        Abbie Cheeseman, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Michael Birnbaum, Lior Soroka, Sammy Westfall, Cate Brown, Tobi Raji, Susannah George

        The ceasefire deal's initial phase, if implemented, would halt fighting in Gaza to release hostages in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners.

      

      
        What to know about the Gaza ceasefire deal
        Susannah George, Sammy Westfall

        Trump's framework to end the war in Gaza is the basis for an initial agreement between Israel and Hamas.

      

      
        Russia severely damages Ukrainian gas networks ahead of winter
        David   Stern

        Russia shifted its focus from destroying power plants to the natural gas facilities used to heat homes during the cold winter months.

      

      
        China puts new limits on rare earths as Xi's meeting with Trump looms
        Katrina Northrop, Rudy Lu

        China has put new export controls on rare earths, used in U.S. defense technology and computer chips, ahead of a meeting between the two countries' leaders.

      

      
        Man who attacked synagogue on Yom Kippur proclaimed allegiance to ISIS
        Steve Hendrix, Greg Miller

        The man called police and declared his Islamic State allegiance, but officials said there was no evidence that he was affiliated with any organized group.

      

      
        Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they?
        Victoria Bisset, Julia Ledur, Leslie Shapiro

        We're tracking what happened to the hostages taken by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, from Israel. Dozens were freed or killed, and about 20 are believed to be alive in Gaza.

      

      
        As Pope Leo riles conservatives, some say 'just focus on the church'
        Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli

        Conservatives who hoped that Leo, the first U.S.-born pope, would be more of a traditionalist instead hear echoes of his predecessor, Francis, in his public statements.

      

      
        Who are the hostages believed to still be alive in Gaza?
        Victoria Bisset

        Fewer than two dozen hostages are believed to be alive in Gaza, including a student, a software tester, a bartender and several soldiers.

      

      
        U.S. aid cuts are being felt across Africa. Here's where.
        Tobi Raji

        How the abrupt withdrawal of U.S. aid has affected disease preparedness and response in Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Somalia and Tanzania.

      

      
        Remaining trekkers rescued from Mount Everest after snowstorm
        Leo Sands, Sammy Westfall, Rudy Lu

        The final group of 15 hikers stranded on the Chinese side of Mount Everest have made it down safely and are receiving medical care, state media said.

      

      
        Trump, Hamas officials say Gaza ceasefire deal 'very close'
        Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman, Lior Soroka, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Hazem  Balousha

        A senior Hamas official said late Wednesday that an agreement to end the war in Gaza was "imminent."

      

      
        A long 'journey' for Nobel chemistry winner born to Palestinian refugees
        Cate Brown

        Omar Yaghi, 60, a U.S. citizen born in Jordan, said he was raised with a dozen others in one room.

      

      
        That's no schnitzel! E.U. moves to ban using meat names for veggie fare.
        Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener

        More and more European shoppers are buying imitation schnitzel, bratwurst and steak made from plants but some politicians say only real meat should use those names.

      

      
        Russia escalates warning as Trump considers sale of Tomahawks to Ukraine
        Robyn Dixon, Natalia Abbakumova

        The warning is part of a concerted Russian effort to deter President Donald Trump from giving Ukraine access to the missiles, repeating a tactic Moscow has used throughout the war.
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Middle East conflict
Live updates: Israel and Hamas sign first phase of Gaza ceasefire deal that would release hostages
The ceasefire deal's initial phase, if implemented, would halt fighting in Gaza to release hostages in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners.

(Ronen Zvulun/Reuters)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Michael Birnbaum, Lior Soroka, Sammy Westfall, Cate Brown, Tobi Raji, Susannah George, Claire Parker, Joanna Slater, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Miriam Berger, Amy B Wang, Dan Diamond, Naomi Schanen, Gerry Shih, Victoria Craw, Siham Shamalakh, Victoria Bisset, Julia Ledur, Leslie Shapiro, Heidi Levine, Alvaro Valino, Hazem  Balousha, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2025-10-09
An initial ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas, the first phase of which both sides signed Thursday, would halt fighting in Gaza and see Hamas release all remaining hostages in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners. It remains to be formalized by a vote of Israel's government before a final version can come into force. The announcement prompted celebrations and a cautious sense of optimism among Israelis and Palestinians. Many of the details of the deal remain unclear, including when Israel is supposed to halt fighting in Gaza. The thornier issues within the wider U.S.-backed plan to end the war -- including the disarmament of Hamas and a full withdrawal of Israeli troops -- appear to have been left for future negotiations. President Donald Trump said Thursday that the hostages would be released Monday or Tuesday and that he would traveling to Egypt for a signing of the plan.
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Middle East conflict
What to know about the Gaza ceasefire deal 
Trump's framework to end the war in Gaza is the basis for an initial agreement between Israel and Hamas.

A billboard depicting Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where Israeli and Hamas officials are holding indirect talks. (AP)


By Susannah George, Sammy Westfall | 2025-10-09
The announcement of a deal between Israel and Hamas to release Israeli hostages in exchange for Palestinian prisoners and a partial ceasefire was met with celebrations in Israel and Gaza, but public information is limited and much remains unresolved.
The high-stakes talks made swift progress this week in Egypt after months of deadlock. Negotiations at the Red Sea resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh were mediated by Egypt, Qatar and Turkey. U.S. Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff and President Donald Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner joined the talks just hours before the breakthrough was announced.
Here is what we know -- and what we don't -- so far about the agreement and its broader framework.
The Israeli government is set to vote Thursday to formally approve the first phase of the deal, according to government statements. Spokesperson Shosh Bedrosian from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office said the Israeli cabinet would meet Thursday evening local time, followed by a broader meeting of the ruling government.
A release of Palestinian prisoners, stipulated as part of an exchange for hostages in the first phase of the deal that Israel has already signed during talks in Sharm el-Sheikh requires approval by the government to proceed.
Once that approval is in place, a 24-hour deadline would be imposed for Israeli forces to make a partial withdrawal from some positions in Gaza, according to a senior U.S. official, who like some others interviewed for this report spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. Bedrosian said the Israel Defense Forces will pull back during that first 24-hour period to retain control of 53 percent of the Gaza Strip.
Hamas would then have 72 hours to release the remaining alive Israeli hostages, the U.S. official and an Israeli official said. About 20 of the remaining hostages held in Gaza are believed to be alive. President Donald Trump and Netanyahu's office said the release could happen Monday.
Previous Hamas hostage releases were highly contentious because the group staged them, walking hostages in front of jeering crowds. Bedrosian said Israel would have "no tolerance" for hostages being "paraded around."
Under Trump's framework, unveiled last week, Israel would release 250 Palestinian prisoners serving life sentences, along with 1,700 people detained from Gaza since Oct. 7, 2023 -- including all women and children who were detained. That list is still being finalized, according to Bedrosian.
Some of the most significant points of friction between Israel and Hamas appear to remain unresolved, and mediators are yet to publicly announce the ceasefire's logistical details.
It appears mediators are waiting until the second phase of the talks to tackle some of the thornier "day after" issues, such as the disarmament of Hamas, the future governance of Gaza, the presence of international forces in Gaza, and the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops. None of those issues have been addressed publicly.
The framework put forward by Trump called for the formation of a government of Palestinian technocrats to run the enclave's day-to-day affairs and for international troops to take over security in Gaza after Hamas is disarmed and Israel withdraws.
While the Trump administration framework was used by mediators to launch talks in Egypt this week, it is unclear how closely the final ceasefire agreement will adhere to that 20-point plan.
It is also unclear how humanitarian aid could be brought into Gaza and by whom, under the deal agreed to Wednesday night. Trump's original framework says that "upon acceptance of this agreement, full aid will be immediately sent into the Gaza Strip" and will be distributed by the United Nations and other international organizations.
Hamas officials said the main assurance they were seeking in the negotiations was a guarantee from the United States that Israel would not resume bombing Gaza as soon as the hostages are released. It remains unclear whether anything more than a verbal guarantee was offered by the U.S. and other mediators.
As part of a deal, Hamas would release the bodies of hostages sometime after the release of live captives. The group has said it could take longer than 72 hours to retrieve all of the bodies and cautioned that it would need unimpeded access around the Gaza Strip to transfer them.
The peace plan put forward by Trump, which forms the basis for the ongoing talks, includes a phased withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza, the return of all hostages to Israel, the disarmament of Hamas and the eventual formation of a government under the supervision of a new international body. The first two parts of that constitute much of the initial phase of the agreement signed Thursday. The rest remains under discussion.
Residents would not be forced to leave Gaza under the Trump framework, unlike in earlier proposals by Trump and Netanyahu to forcibly displace Gazans: "We will encourage people to stay," the proposal says. It also includes points on a "Trump economic development plan to rebuild and energize Gaza."
As the initial phase takes shape, key issues that could stand in the way of a larger agreement include questions on Hamas's disarmament, the extent and pace of Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, the presence of foreign forces, the nature of an interim governing body, the role of the Palestinian Authority in Gaza's future, and contested language around the objective of realizing a Palestinian state.
Hamas did not reject calls for its disarmament in the Trump plan, but the group also didn't explicitly accept this element of the plan either. A European official briefed on the negotiations said the group has agreed to disarm but insists it would  hand weapons over only to the Palestinian Authority, the body that governs the Palestinian-controlled parts of the West Bank -- a condition Israel is expected to reject because Netanyahu is opposed to a future role for the Palestinian Authority in Gaza.
The plan also says that Hamas members "who commit to peaceful coexistence" are to be given amnesty and that members of the group who wish to leave Gaza should be provided "safe passage to receiving countries." There are no further details on the terms of the amnesty or which countries would agree to receive Hamas members.
The question of who would govern Gaza remains open.
The Trump plan calls for Gaza to be governed by Palestinian technocrats overseen by a "Board of Peace." Trump would chair the board; former British prime minister Tony Blair would be a member. The board would oversee strategic and diplomatic decisions, supervise security, work with Israel and coordinate with U.S. allies in the Persian Gulf, which are expected to fund much of the reconstruction.
The government would eventually hand power back to the Palestinian Authority, according to the Trump plan, but only after the Palestinian Authority has "reformed." Netanyahu has called for the "enduring transformation" of the Palestinian Authority, including changes to school textbooks and an end to policies that support the families of Palestinians killed in clashes with Israeli troops. Netanyahu reaffirmed his objection to a role for the Palestinian Authority in remarks from the White House last week.
After the agreement is accepted, "full aid" would be sent into the Gaza Strip, including aid to help rehabilitate infrastructure and hospitals, as well as to open roads and remove rubble.
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Europe
Russia severely damages Ukrainian gas networks ahead of winter
Russia shifted its focus from destroying power plants to the natural gas facilities used to heat homes during the cold winter months.

Ukrainian rescuers work at the site of a Russian strike in Kharkiv, northeastern Ukraine, on Tuesday night. (Sergey Kozlov/EPA/Shutterstock)


By David   Stern | 2025-10-09
KYIV -- Russia has intensified its efforts to plunge millions of Ukrainians into darkness and cold ahead of winter, forcing Kyiv to scramble to import additional natural gas and procure enough air defenses to at least soften the Kremlin's annual energy-focused blitzkrieg.
In what has become a grim feature of the almost four years of war, Russian forces escalated their aerial campaign against Ukraine's energy infrastructure over the past week, though this time in addition to pummeling the power plants and electrical grid, they are focusing on the gas system, launching their largest assault on it since the war began.
Officials say that Ukraine's gas stockpiles should be enough to last most of the winter, and they are hoping to be able to come up with extra money -- either by international assistance or bank loans -- in time to import any additional supplies that will be needed.
"Russia's task is to create chaos and apply psychological pressure on the population through strikes on energy facilities and railways," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said during a briefing with journalists Wednesday. "They target our energy infrastructure or fuel-generation centers."
Sergii Koretskyi, CEO of Naftogaz, Ukraine's state-owned oil and gas company, said Russian forces on Oct. 3 carried out "the largest strike on Naftogaz Group's gas production facilities since the start of the full-scale invasion."
Overnight, "facilities in Kharkiv and Poltava regions were hit with 35 missiles, many of them ballistic, along with 60 drones," he said in a statement. "Some were successfully intercepted. Unfortunately, not all."
Russia's Defense Ministry said at the time that the attack was against "Ukrainian military-industrial-complex facilities and the gas and energy infrastructure supporting their operation" and described it as successful.
Koretskyi did not say how extensive the damage was but said that "a significant portion of our facilities has been damaged" and that "some of the destruction is critical."
He said that the infrastructure hit was involved in providing services for the civilian population. "There was no military purpose or rationale. It was yet another display of Russian malice, aimed solely at disrupting the heating season and depriving Ukrainians of the ability to heat their homes this winter."
Citing unnamed sources, Bloomberg News said the strikes destroyed around 60 percent of the country's gas production and would require the purchase of 4.4 billion cubic meters of gas by the end of winter -- nearly 20 percent of the country's annual consumption. Ukrainian officials would not confirm the figures.
While the heating in the cities comes from the electricity provided by power plants that run on gas and coal, rural areas rely on natural gas for heating and cooking.
Victoria Voytsitska, an energy expert on the supervisory board of the We Build Ukraine think tank, said Moscow's focus on the gas network is a shift in tactics to targeting rural populations.
"Before, Russia was primarily targeting power stations and the electrical grid, trying to bring blackouts to urban citizens and business," she said. "This time, the prime targets are those energy assets that have a direct impact on both urban and rural citizens -- especially in light of the fact that in rural areas, gas is used for not only cooking but also heating of houses."
When cities experienced blackouts and shortages of heat and hot water during previous winters, people moved in with relatives or leased houses in villages, she said. "This time, this option might not work."

Ukrainian volunteers prepare winter humanitarian kits, including sleeping bags, power banks and flashlights, in a village near the city of Derhachi, Kharkiv area, last month. (Sergey Kozlov/EPA/Shutterstock)


On Tuesday, Energy Minister Svitlana Grynchuk said that Ukraine would need to increase natural gas imports by 30 percent this winter, without specifying the exact amount.
Ultimately, the amount of extra gas that will be needed depends on "how quickly we can restore" the gas system, "how intensive the targeted attacks will be" and "how great the damage to the gas transport system and oil and gas sector will be," she said.
On Thursday, Naftogaz announced it had secured a loan of around $70 million from Ukraine's state savings bank Oschadbank to purchase natural gas this winter. Earlier this year, Naftogaz received a loan of more than $500 million from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and $300 million from the European Investment Bank.
Russia is also targeting Ukraine's electrical grid, following a strategy that it pursued over past winters, bombarding the country's power stations and electrical transmission equipment.
On Wednesday, Maxim Timchenko, CEO of DTEK, Ukraine's largest private energy company, said that a Russian aerial attack caused "serious damage" to one of his company's power plants.
"With cynical timing, Russia resumed its campaign against DTEK power stations, just as we are about to enter winter," Timchenko wrote on X, adding that DTEK repair teams were "working to restore operations."
The attacks on energy infrastructure, however, are not just in one direction. Ukrainian drones have gone after Russia's oil refineries, causing gasoline shortages, and hit power plants. In the border region of Belgorod, Russia, thousands were left without electricity and five people died, after Ukrainian strikes over the past three days, local governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said.
On Thursday, Ukrainian forces struck Lukoil's Korobkovsky gas-processing plant in Russia's Volgograd region, "one of the largest plants for the primary processing of natural gas and associated petroleum gas in southern Russia," Ukraine's general staff said on Telegram. This follows several strikes on Russian oil and gas plants and refineries throughout September and October.
Zelensky denied Wednesday that Ukrainian forces were killing civilians and said that Russia's civilian infrastructure was a legitimate military target. He said that gasoline supplies in Russia may have dropped around 20 percent as a result of Ukrainian attacks.
"One of the most intense directions from which they strike Ukraine is the Belgorod axis," Zelensky said. "Where do missiles fly to the Kharkiv region from? Where did hundreds -- and now thousands -- of glide bombs come from? From there."
"Maybe they feel quite comfortable staying in Belgorod if they are doing this," he said.
On social media, he likewise defended Ukraine's attacks on Russia's oil and gas sector.
"Ukraine strikes back, hitting military targets and energy facilities that sell their energy resources," he wrote on X. "Russia sells its energy resources and then uses that money exclusively for war. That is why Ukraine is taking absolutely just steps."
Voytsitska, the energy expert, said that the war had entered a new phase: "The war of attrition on the battlefield" was now "a war of attrition against the population."
Ukrainians had "a competitive advantage" of going without electricity, heat and hot water during the previous winters, she said, making them more used to this kind of deprivation.
"The Russians do not have this kind of inoculation, and their readiness to sacrifice their own well-being and comfort for the ephemeral goals of the Kremlin elite is highly doubtful," she added.
Serhiy Morgunov in Potsdam, Germany, and Mary Ilyushina in Berlin contributed to this report.
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Asia
China puts new limits on rare earths as Xi's meeting with Trump looms
China has put new export controls on rare earths, used in U.S. defense technology and computer chips, ahead of a meeting between the two countries' leaders.

President Donald Trump, left, in Miami, on April 3 and Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing on March 5. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Katrina Northrop, Rudy Lu | 2025-10-09
China announced sweeping new rare earth export controls on Thursday, tightening global access to critical raw materials required for computer chips and defense technology -- and ratcheting up bilateral tensions in the run-up to a meeting later this month between President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
The new policies, which were unveiled by China's Ministry of Commerce and build on controls released in April, drive home how Beijing is using its influence over the rare earth supply chain as an important source of leverage as it manages a trade showdown with Trump, experts in Beijing and Washington say.
"The new directive is a clear attempt to undermine the industrial base development efforts of the United States and its allies," said Gracelin Baskaran, director of the Critical Minerals Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. "Xi is signaling a readiness to wield economic coercion as a tool to advance national security goals and bolster China's defense industrial base."
Trump and Xi held a phone call last month, paving the way for an in-person summit in South Korea later this month, around the time of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation.
China dominates global mining and processing of rare earths, a group of metals needed to manufacture a wide array of essential products like laptops, fighter jets and medical equipment. In response to Trump's tariff onslaught starting this winter, Beijing put strict controls on the export of rare earths in April, but later agreed to expedite the export process in June after negotiations.

Workers use machinery to dig at a rare earth mine in Ganxian county in central China's Jiangxi province on Dec. 30, 2010. (AP)


The new policies will require foreign entities exporting products even with tiny amounts of certain rare earths originating in China to apply for export licenses, as well as products manufactured using some Chinese rare earth processing technology. Beijing's approval will also be necessary for technology related to rare earth mining and smelting, as well as the maintenance and upgrading of that equipment.
Some of the policies -- which Beijing said are necessary to "safeguard national security" -- are effective immediately, and some come into effect on December 1.
The Commerce Ministry also spelled out that any application to use rare earths for military purposes will be denied. Export applications related to the research and production of some advanced semiconductors, as well as artificial intelligence with potential defense applications, will be approved on a case-by-case basis -- a measure which is  likely to have widespread ramifications for the global technology industry.
Later on Thursday, the ministry added to the export control list several more rare earths and "superhard" materials, which can be used in high-tech products, and placed controls on items related to lithium batteries.
Henry Gao, a trade expert and law professor at Singapore Management University, said that the "extraterritorial" application of these controls is new, as they allow Beijing to extend its reach to foreign companies using Chinese rare earth components or technology.
Gao added that this move is "mirroring the extraterritorial reach of Western controls," especially Washington's chip controls in recent years, which have limited semiconductor-related exports from third countries to China.
Ever since Washington and Beijing brokered a temporary detente in the damaging trade war in May to make room for negotiations, the two countries have flexed their power with nontariff measures, including tit-for-tat tech export controls, agricultural boycotts and antitrust investigations.
Most recently, Washington added several Chinese companies to an export blacklist on Wednesday for allegedly facilitating the sale of drone components to Houthi and Hamas militants. Last month, the Trump administration also expanded export restrictions to include companies' subsidiaries, a move which was later slammed by Beijing.
The Commerce Ministry also on Thursday added more than a dozen foreign firms to its trade blacklist, including several defense firms, Recorded Future, a cybersecurity firm, and TechInsights, a semiconductor research firm which has analyzed products made by Chinese telecommunications giant Huawei.
The controls also underscore China's focus on the military applications of rare earths, as Xi seeks to display his country's growing military power, with the recent parade in Beijing and frequent shows of force in the South China Sea.
"What's notable about this move is its focus on the defense industrial base rather than the broader economy," said Baskaran. "The rising level of protectionism over dual-use materials is congruent with a rising level of tension in the Indo-Pacific region."
Some Chinese experts note that the focus on defense applications will limit the impact of the rules on regular trade flows.
"The aim is to minimize disruption to normal international trade while ensuring China's national security," said a trade expert in Beijing who asked to remain anonymous to discuss sensitive matters. "Rare earth materials with dual civilian and military uses are thus an appropriate target: their quantities are small ... and the impact on civilian trade partners is limited."
The new regulations stipulate that Beijing's approval is not required in humanitarian relief cases, such as natural disaster response.
Liu Ying, a researcher at Renmin University in Beijing, also pointed out that this step is part of a long-term effort by the Chinese government to develop an export control system in line with international standards.
"This is not unique to China, it reflects China's responsibility as a major power," Liu said. "We don't want rare earths to be used in weapons or in ways that could harm others."
But Beijing's rare earth ace card may not last forever. After the April restrictions set off alarm across the private sector and U.S. government, Washington has raced to build up U.S. rare earth processing capability in places like Oklahoma.
"Over the longer term, [the rare earth restrictions] may prove counterproductive for China's own strategic position," said Gao. "Rather than deepening global reliance on Chinese resources, it will likely accelerate efforts to diversify supply chains and reduce dependence on Chinese rare earths and related know-how."
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Europe
Man who attacked synagogue on Yom Kippur proclaimed allegiance to ISIS
The man called police and declared his Islamic State allegiance, but officials said there was no evidence that he was affiliated with any organized group. 

A vigil at Heaton Park synagogue in Manchester, England, on Thursday. (Christopher Furlong/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix, Greg Miller | 2025-10-09
LONDON -- In the midst of his deadly assault on worshipers at a Manchester synagogue last week, the attacker dialed 999, Britain's emergency number, and told police he was pledging allegiance to the Islamic State, investigators said.
That chilling detail, disclosed Wednesday by counterterrorism officials, offers a window into motivations behind the attack on Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation, where Jihad Al-Shamie, 35, a Syrian-born British citizen, drove his vehicle into pedestrians before stabbing congregants on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the Jewish calendar.
Police have portrayed Al-Shamie as a troubled resident of the mixed Jewish and Arab neighborhood who had been radicalized by extreme Islamist propaganda but had no obvious connection to extremist groups. Police and media reports suggest Al-Shamie's personal life was in chaos, including that he had been arrested on suspicion of rape and was released on bail as that investigation continued at the time of the Oct. 2 attack.
Two worshipers -- Melvin Cravitz, 66, and Adrian Daulby, 53 -- died during the rampage. Daulby was killed by a police bullet as officers gunned down the attacker. Three others were seriously injured, including one who was also shot by police.
Police said Al-Shamie initiated the attack by deliberately driving his car into pedestrians outside the synagogue before crashing into a wall. He jumped out of the car with a knife as worshipers fled. Some called the police. Then a second call came from Al-Shamie.
"Minutes after the first call was made to [Greater Manchester Police] and as firearms officers were making their way to the scene, Al-Shamie called 999 claiming responsibility for the attack," Assistant Chief Constable Rob Potts said in a statement. "He also pledged allegiance to Islamic State."
It's not clear, however, that Al-Shamie was known to the Islamic State.
Manchester police said they believe Al-Shamie had been radicalized by extreme Islamist propaganda and were still investigating whether he acted alone. Counterterrorism investigators have detained and questioned six people since the attack, releasing all without charge.
A British security official said Al-Shamie said he had "killed Jews" during the call and professed his allegiance to the Islamic State, but the official said there was no indication that he had been in contact with outside groups.
"We're not seeing a direct connection yet" in terms of contact with other Islamic State operatives or direction from the organization leading up to the attack, the security official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing investigation. The evidence, while preliminary, indicates Al-Shamie was "inspired by, rather than part of, that group."
The revelation of Al-Shamie's claim adds another layer to an already agonizing case that has shaken Britain's Jewish community and raised questions about whether warning signs were missed. He was not on any terrorism watch list, officials said.
A woman who said she had a relationship with Al-Shamie described him to the Guardian as "controlling and manipulating" but said he had never seemed radicalized or particularly fixated on the war in Gaza, which some have speculated was a motivation for the attack.
Police added new details of how the attack unfolded based on interviews and reviews of CCTV footage in the area. Al-Shamie first approached the synagogue on foot the morning of the attack but was asked to leave because he was "acting suspiciously," police said.
About 15 minutes later, he slammed his vehicle into the wall, jumped out and began stabbing bystanders. He was wearing what appeared to be explosive packets around his waist, which police described as a "hoax device."
Arriving officers fatally shot Al-Shamie within minutes. Al-Shamie did not have a gun, and officials said the day after the attack that it was police fire that had killed Daulby and injured one other bystander, who is recovering.
An internal police review board said Wednesday that it was investigating the lethal use of force and three officers who had fired their weapons at the scene. Both Daulby and the other person were hit by single shots, the Independent Office for Police Conduct said in a statement.
"Our investigation, which is standard practice in situations where police use of force may have resulted in the death of a member of the public, will look at the actions and decision-making of the officers involved in the incident," it said. "At this time, there is no evidence that a non-police issue firearm was discharged at the scene."
Manchester police said they had also asked the board to review the circumstances surrounding Al-Shamie's arrest in December 2024, on an allegation of rape and his subsequent release on bail.
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Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they?
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Europe
As Pope Leo riles conservatives, some say 'just focus on the church'  
Conservatives who hoped that Leo, the first U.S.-born pope, would be more of a traditionalist instead hear echoes of his predecessor, Francis, in his public statements.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito and his wife Martha-Ann Alito meet Pope Leo XIV during the Jubilee of Justice, in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, on Sept. 20. (Vincenzo Livieri/Reuters)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-10-09
VATICAN CITY -- Since the bells tolled in May for Pope Leo XIV, the first U.S.-born pontiff largely guarded his words, appealing to all sides of a divided church. But in recent comments, as well as in his first major papal document issued Thursday, Leo has begun to reveal himself -- leaving some conservative critics of his predecessor tut-tutting about the possible rise of another "liberal pope."
Leo's new document, an apostolic exhortation defending the poor and marginalized, is based on an unfinished text started by Pope Francis. In it, he quotes Francis, calling on the faithful to "welcome, protect, promote and integrate" migrants. Leo takes aim at Christians who embrace "secular ideologies or political and economic approaches that lead to gross generalizations and mistaken conclusions." (He suggests they "go back and reread the Gospel.") And, deploying some of the same charged phrases favored by Francis, he pillories market capitalism, deriding "the dictatorship of an economy that kills" by enriching a small wealthy elite.
"Either we regain our moral and spiritual dignity," the document states, "or we fall into a cesspool."
The document's release follows the most vocal 10 days of Leo's pontificate. In rare off-the-cuff comments to the press, he chided people who call themselves "pro-life" simply because they oppose  abortion. He expressed distaste for the warlike rhetoric  at a recent, hastily called meeting of U.S. generals by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
At an Oct. 1 Vatican summit, Leo condemned deniers of global warming and issued a blunt call to climate action. And last Sunday, in St. Peter's Square, he declared a new "missionary age" against the "coldness of indifference"  to migrants.
On Wednesday, he met privately with Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso, a critic of the Trump administration's migrant crackdown, along with other U.S. pro-migrant activists, to receive letters and testimonies from those living in "fear" of detention and deportation in the United States.
Leo "was very clear that what is happening to migrants in the United States right now is an injustice," said Dylan Corbett, executive director of the Texas-based Hope Border Institute, who attended the meeting. "He said the church cannot remain silent."
The conservative critics speaking out have taken particular umbrage with Leo's answer last week to a question from a reporter about a move by Cardinal Blase J. Cupich -- the archbishop of Leo's hometown, Chicago -- to grant Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) a lifetime achievement award for his work on immigration. Several bishops challenged that decision over Durbin's support for abortion rights. Last week, Cupich said Durbin had decided not to receive the award.
Leo, in his answer, said that people cannot call themselves "pro-life" if they stand against abortion but endorse "inhuman treatment" of migrants or support the death penalty.
"He weighs into the abortion question through remarks that are absolutely scandalous," John-Henry Westen, founder of the conservative-Catholic Sign of the Cross Media, said on a podcast last week titled "Pope Fuels Moral Confusion." Westen added, "He actually says if you call yourself pro-life and you're in favor of the death penalty you're not really pro-life."

The wife of a detained man from Ecuador falls to the ground during an altercation with a federal agent on Sept. 25 in New York City. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)


Popes tend to transcend political labels. Benedict XVI, who was embraced by traditionalists, also defended the poor and criticized capitalism. Francis may have downplayed the role of the church in the bedroom. But he was also deeply critical of "gender theory," called for an international ban on surrogacy and never budged on allowing priests to marry or women to become deacons.
For his part, Leo has already indicated that he will not rush doctrinal change.
Some conservatives, perhaps wishfully, said the exhortation issued Thursday should be viewed more as a last document by Francis than a first by Leo -- following a pattern in which Francis at the start of his papacy completed a text begun by Benedict.
"Francis's first encyclical was a reworked text by Benedict XVI -- only for him to later radically change course," said Luigi Casalini, editor of a traditionalist Latin Mass blog, noting that the current document's theme of poverty was not among the most hot-button current topics such as  gender and artificial intelligence.
"So it rather feels like a debt paid to his predecessor, and to those who voted for him," Casalini said. "Does Leo reveal himself? My answer is no, not yet -- we'll see in the next encyclical. I don't want to be optimistic, but I certainly can't accuse him of being a socialist yet, or a devout follower" of Francis.
Many conservative Catholics in the U.S. and beyond also remain highly optimistic that Leo will heed their calls for greater orthodoxy, and potentially allow more flexibility in saying the old Latin Mass, a touchstone for traditionalists that was sharply curbed under Francis.
On Tuesday, Leo, who has said he has no intention of adding to political divisions, pointedly declined to comment when asked about troop deployments to his hometown of Chicago. "I prefer not to comment at this time about choices made, political choices within the United States," Leo said.
Yet if the past days showed anything it's that even as he tries to avoid politics, politics may find him. Leo holds Peruvian nationality from his years as a missionary there in addition to U.S. citizenship. His critique of market capitalism in particular suggests that in key ways, those who thought they were getting the first American pope are actually getting the second Latin American, one whose stances, like Francis, echo perceptions common in the Global South.
Leo's increasing focus on the  treatment of migrants and criticism of climate change deniers indicates his views inherently conflict with some of the main tenets of the Trump administration.
"The difference between Leo's vision and Catholics of the right in the United States is clear," said one senior Vatican official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the press.
The tone of a papacy is often a matter of emphasis -- and many say it is far too early to judge. Leo's most vocal emerging critics may also represent a small minority. A Pew Research Center poll last month,  conducted before his most outspoken statements, found that 84 percent of U.S. Catholics had a favorable view of Leo, with his unfavorable rating at 4 percent.
Alejandro Bermudez, a self-described "conservative Catholic" and founder of the Catholic News Agency, said that Leo has comforted traditionalists by embracing formal vestments and other reverent trappings of his office more than Francis did. Bermudez said he still sees Leo as a figure of "unity."
"I have seen colleagues from progressive Catholicism kind of giving victory laps for what the Pope said" in recent days, he said. "I think partisans here are desperate to grab him as a baseball bat to hit the other side, because that's the church that was left behind by Pope Francis."
"Conservatives should not be freaking out by these things, because the way the pope is acting is long term," he added. He said those speaking out tended to be "far more conservative" than most churchgoers.
Many of them, especially in the U.S., also tend to have been vocal critics of Francis.
"Pope Leo has demonstrated that he is much more comfortable in talking about these issues in a way that represents an attempt to find an accommodation with people who promote abortion," the Rev. Gerald Murray, a Catholic priest and conservative commentator in New York, told the Prayerful Posse podcast.
Later referencing Leo's recent pledge to maintain an open door to LGBTQ+ Catholics, Murray added: "Certainly his statements ... [on] how we're going to deal with the question of homosexuality in the church ... [are] not how John Paul II and Benedict did things. This is how Francis did things, and I think we're seeing more of that."

Pope Leo XIV attends the international conference "Raising Hope for Climate Justice" on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the encyclical Laudato Si' at Mariapolis Center in Castel Gandolfo outside Rome on Oct. 1. (Tiziana Fabi/AFP/Getty Images)


Critics of Francis have also chimed in over Leo's call to action against global warming at a Vatican climate summit last week, deriding his decision to bless a large chunk of ice from a melting glacier in Greenland as theatrics.
"If the Vatican believes it is exempt from the same tragic fate of perdition, when it continues on the same path as other heretics, it will soon discover that God is not to be trifled with," Carlo Maria Vigano, a former archbishop excommunicated last year for challenging Francis's authority -- including dubbing him "a servant of Satan" -- posted on X with a photo of Leo blessing the ice.
Fans of Francis, meanwhile, are celebrating Pope Leo's emergence.
"Pope Leo has a very different style from Francis, but in terms of the direction and priorities and style of the Church, they are cut from the same cloth," said Austen Ivereigh, a British papal biographer and confidant of Francis. "What we're seeing in this first October week is the launch of the Leo priorities. Care for creation as God's gift, welcoming and integrating migrants, and attending to the cry of the poor."
John Yep, president of the pro-Trump group Catholics for Catholics, said, "The majority of us are, you know, we're watching, but we're also not too quick to judge here in the sense of it's still early on." However, Yep said that Leo should issue a "correction" to his statement on the meaning of "pro-life" and that "it does seem in short that Pope Leo is continuing the line of Pope Francis by making, you know, immigration rights a preeminent issue of sorts."
Some traditionalists have called Leo out for meeting with sharply liberal voices in the church, including the American priest and LGBTQ+ advocate James Martin. But others have praised him for meeting with some of the most vociferous critics of Francis. They include the American Cardinal Raymond Burke, who was recently authorized to say a high Latin Mass in St. Peter's Basilica -- something prohibited during the last two years of Francis's papacy.
One American Catholic priest in a conservative parish in North Carolina, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly about the new pope, said that many of his traditionalist parishioners were "concerned" about Leo's focus on migrants.
"I can say that my parishioners are saying something along the lines, of 'why doesn't he just focus on the church," the priest said. "I think people here generally think that the Holy Father, or anyone outside the United States, doesn't understand what immigration looks like in the United States on the day-to-day ground level. They think he doesn't fully understand the scope of it. Even he has walls in Vatican City."
On Thursday, Leo  published his text "Dilexi Te" ("I Have Loved You"), as an exhortation, or a directive for Catholics that is the third highest form of papal document after an apostolic constitution and papal encyclical.  Some of it had been pre-written before Francis's death in April.
The document stakes out similar ground as Francis, striking chords familiar in the church in Latin America as it sought to put the poor at the center of the faith. It displays strong skepticism of "free-market economics," chiding the "ideologies that defend the absolute autonomy of the marketplace and financial speculation" and that, it says, undermine the role of the state.
It decries "unjust social ideas, and political-economic systems that favor the strongest," while portraying a "wealthy elite, living in a bubble of ... luxury," as migrants die crossing the Mediterranean. Assertions that global poverty has been reduced, it states, are based on "pseudo-scientific data" seeking to prop up market theories.
At times the two popes' viewpoints seem to blend, as Leo makes Francis's unfinished text "his own," including several references to the thinking of the church in South America, to which -- "having served as a missionary in Peru for many years" -- Leo declares himself "greatly indebted."
Leo also returns to a recurrent theme of his early papacy, the primacy of "human dignity," defending oppressed women who he says should have  "identical rights"  to men. He champions migrants, calling them "a living presence of the Lord who, on the day of judgment, will say to those on his right: 'I was a stranger and you welcomed me.'"
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Middle East conflict
Who are the hostages believed to still be alive in Gaza?
Fewer than two dozen hostages are believed to be alive in Gaza, including a student, a software tester, a bartender and several soldiers.

(Heidi Levine/FTWP)


By Victoria Bisset | 2025-10-09
Among those celebrating the first phase of a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas were the families of those taken captive during the deadly Hamas attacks of Oct. 7, 2023 -- about 20 of whom are hoped to still be alive in Gaza.
The Hostages Families Forum said in a statement that the deal announced Wednesday by President Donald Trump, which includes the release of all of the remaining hostages held in Gaza in exchange for Israel's release of Palestinian prisoners, "represents important and meaningful progress toward bringing everyone home," but added, "our struggle is not over and will not end until the last hostage returns."
More than 250 people were taken captive during the Oct. 7 attacks, which killed about 1,200 people. In the months and years that followed, more than half of the hostages were released, while Israeli authorities confirmed the deaths of dozens of others -- many of them killed during the cross-border assault, and their bodies held in Gaza.
Israel has confirmed the deaths of 25 hostages whose bodies are still held in Gaza, and is also seeking the remains of an Israeli soldier killed more than a decade ago. The government believes that two of the 22 others taken during the Hamas attack who remain in Gaza have died but has not confirmed their names.
These are the stories of those still hoped to be alive.
(Ages are included where available and are correct at the time of publication.)

An undated photo of Matan Angrest. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Angrest, an Israeli soldier, was 20 when he was kidnapped from his base in Nahal Oz. He appeared in a video released by Hamas in March calling on President Donald Trump to return all of the hostages. The video, his relatives said in a statement, left them "shaken."
They described Angrest as "looking drained and desperate" in the video and said his nose appeared to be broken and his right hand nonfunctional. He is the eldest of four children.

An undated photo of Gali Berman. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Berman and his twin brother, Ziv, were 26 when they were taken from Kibbutz Kfar Aza -- one of several communal settlements, or kibbutzim, close to the Gaza border that were devastated during the Hamas-led attacks. On the morning of Oct. 7, 2023, the brothers, both soccer fans, sent each other a final message saying they were in a locked safe room, according to the Hostages and Missing Families Forum.
Their mother, Talia, told Israeli news website Ynet that Gali is a sociable and happy person who "doesn't usually show his emotions." On the day of the attack, she said he told her that he was going to join a neighbor who was alone and scared.

An undated photo of Ziv Berman. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Ziv Berman is the older of the twins and "has a certain inner peace," his mother said in the interview with Ynet. "And yet, he's undoubtedly the mischievous one." She said the twins worked at an event production company, arranging their shifts around their father's treatments for Parkinson's disease.
The family told Israeli media in February that they had received a sign of life from the brothers.

An undated photo of Elkana Bohbot. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The Oct. 7, 2023, attack on the Tribe of Nova Music Festival, near the Gaza border, began just before dawn, as thousands of people danced. By the end of the onslaught, more than 360 revelers were killed and more than 40 taken into Gaza -- including Bohbot, who had told his wife and mother that he was helping to evacuate the wounded, according to the Times of Israel.
His wife, Rebecca, only received confirmation he was still alive in February, after a freed hostage passed on a message from Bohbot telling his family to stay strong. The following month, after Hamas released a video of Bohbot and another hostage, his family appealed to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Donald Trump. "Please, imagine this is your son, the father of your grandchild, waiting to see daylight, hearing IDF bombs, and living in constant fear for his life," the family said in a statement.

Rom Braslavski. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Braslavski was working as a security guard at the music festival. He was captured after staying to help those wounded in the attack, according to the hostages forum. Braslavski is a music fan who "enjoys spending time with his friends and loves to laugh," the forum said.
In August, Hamas released a video showing an emaciated Braslavski lying on a dirty mattress. "You see your child dying before your eyes, and you can't do anything," his father, Ofir Braslavski, told the Associated Press. "It drives you crazy, it's unbearable."

An undated photo of Nimrod Cohen. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Cohen was an Israeli soldier stationed with a tank unit near Israel's border with Gaza.
On the morning of Oct. 7, 2023, his parents saw footage online of soldiers being dragged out of a smoking tank, Cohen among them. "There is a rope hanging over my son's head," his father, Yehuda Cohen, told The Washington Post last year. "But we still have a reason to fight. I don't think of anything else."

Viki Cohen told The Post some things she misses about her 20-year-old son, who's being held hostage in Gaza.



An undated photo of Ariel Cunio. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Cunio, an Argentine Israeli dual national and software tester, was abducted from Kibbutz Nir Oz, where 1 in 4 residents was killed or taken captive during the Hamas-led attack.
He and his older brother David remain in Gaza, while his fiancee, Arbel Yehud, was one of 25 Israeli hostages released during the first phase of this year's ceasefire deal. According to the hostages forum, the couple grew up together in the kibbutz and had traveled to Central America shortly before their capture.

An undated photo of David Cunio. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


David Cunio was 33 when he and his family were taken from Kibbutz Nir Oz.
His wife, Sharon Aloni-Cunio, was released alongside the couple's 3-year-old twin daughters and her sister and niece in a ceasefire deal the month after the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks. In an interview with the AP early last year, she recalled her husband's last words as they left Gaza: "Fight for me. Don't give up. ... I'm scared as hell."

An undated photo of Evyatar David. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


David, who plays the guitar and enjoys computer games and Japanese animation, was kidnapped along with his best friend Guy Gilboa-Dalal during the attack on the Nova music festival, according to the hostages forum. Two of their friends were killed.
Hamas released a video in February showing two hostages -- identified by the hostages forum as David and Gilboa-Dalal -- being forced to watch from a vehicle as three others were freed as part of the ceasefire deal. In August, David appeared in another video, emaciated and weak, saying he was digging his own grave and speaking of days without food.

An undated photo of Guy Gilboa-Dalal. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


During the attack on the Nova festival, Gilboa-Dalal was separated from his older brother, who escaped after running and hiding for more than seven hours, according to the hostages forum.
It was the first time that Gilboa-Dalal, a sports fan who was planning a long trip to Japan, had been to a music festival, the forum said. Gilboa-Dalal appeared in a second Hamas video, purportedly taken in late August in Gaza City ahead of a planned Israeli offensive on the city.

An undated photo of Maxim Herkin. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The music festival was also a first for Herkin, who has a young daughter and was the primary provider for his mother and younger brother before his abduction, according to the Times of Israel. "Mom, I'm OK," Herkin wrote to his mother on the morning of the attacks, according to the hostages forum. "I'm slowly making my way home."
Russia's Foreign Ministry has called for the release of Herkin, an Israeli from the Russian-occupied Donbas region of Ukraine. He has appeared in several videos released by Hamas.

An undated photo of Eitan Horn. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Horn, who had immigrated to Israel from Argentina, worked in informal education with youth groups and delegations, according to the hostages forum. He was visiting his elder brother Iair at Kibbutz Nir Oz at the time of the attacks.
"Everyone asks me, 'What do you need?'" said Iair in a video following his February release as part of the ceasefire deal, "and I answer them: I need only one thing: Bring back my brother."

An undated photo of Bipin Joshi. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Joshi, from Nepal, is one of two foreign hostages still believed to be alive in Gaza.
He was with a group of Nepali students studying agriculture at Kibbutz Alumim, close to Gaza, when the Hamas-led attacks began, according to the Associated Press, and the only one to be taken hostage: Ten others were killed and six were wounded.
On the second anniversary of the Hamas attack, Joshi's family released footage recovered by the IDF and believed to have been filmed in November 2023 that showed the student in captivity. According to the hostage forum, it was the only sign of life his family had received since his abduction.

An undated photo of Segev Kalfon. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Kalfon was among the revelers taken from the Nova festival. A friend who was with him as the attacks began said they tried to flee in Kalfon's vehicle but left on foot after getting stuck in a line of cars, according to Haaretz newspaper. The friend, who spent hours hiding under bushes near a road before escaping, later told Kalfon's family that he saw him being put on the back of a pickup truck by militants, the newspaper reported.

An undated photo of Bar Kupershtein. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Kupershtein, a volunteer paramedic, was working as a security guard at the Nova festival, according to the hostages forum. He directed people toward exits as the sirens sounded out, the forum said, and helped those wounded in the attack.
He appeared with another hostage in a video released by Hamas earlier this year.

An undated photo of Omri Miran. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Miran, a Hungarian Israeli gardener and massage therapist, hid in a safe room with his wife and two young daughters as the attack on Kibbutz Nahal Oz unfolded.
Militants shouted for the couple to open the door, his wife, Lishay Lavi, told The Post, but they only complied after hearing the voice of a boy who lived nearby saying: "Please open the door, otherwise they'll shoot me and they'll shoot you." Miran was taken hostage, while his wife and children waited to be rescued. Lavi later learned that the boy who knocked on their door was killed.
Miran appeared in a clip released by Hamas earlier this year.

An undated photo of Eitan Abraham Mor. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Mor was working security at the Nova festival when the attacks began. The eldest of eight siblings, Mor enjoys working out and planned to open a restaurant before his abduction, the hostages forum said.

An undated photo of Tamir Nimrodi. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Nimrodi, an Israeli soldier and German dual national, was abducted from a main crossing between Israel and Gaza, according to the Associated Press. Two other soldiers abducted with Nimrodi were killed.
His mother, Herut, has not received any sign of life, the news agency reported in February. "I know there is a chance I won't get to the point where I can hold my son," she said.

An undated photo of Yosef Chaim Ohana. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Ohana moved to Tel Aviv shortly before the 2023 attacks and worked as a bartender. Friends said he helped others who were injured in the Nova festival attack, the hostages forum said. His family received a sign of life from him during the first phase of the ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas earlier this year.
In March, Hamas released a video showing Ohana alongside Bohbot, another hostage, condemning renewed violence in Gaza and calling on freed hostages to speak out for them. They appeared together in a second video in May.

A poster depicting Israeli hostage Alon Ohel is displayed in Re'im, southern Israel at the Gaza border, on Feb. 26, 2024, at a memorial site for the Nova music festival site where he was kidnapped to Gaza by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023. ( (Maya Alleruzzo/AP)


Ohel -- who has Israeli, German and Serbian citizenship, according to the Associated Press -- was kidnapped from the Nova music festival.
Since his abduction, Ohel's family has placed pianos across Israel -- many of them yellow, the color that has come to symbolize the hostages -- to honor the talented pianist. His relatives received the first confirmation that he was alive in February, after other hostages were freed, the AP reported. He appeared in a Hamas video dated late August alongside another hostage.

An undated photo of Avinatan Or. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


Or was 30 when he was abducted from the Nova music festival along with his girlfriend, Noa Argamani. A video taken during their abduction showed Argamani screaming as she was driven away on a motorbike, while Or was pushed along by several young men on foot. Argamani was one of four hostages freed in an Israeli rescue operation last year, in which scores of Palestinians were killed.
In a speech to the U.N. Security Council in February, Argamani called on negotiators to complete the ceasefire deal "in all of its stages," saying: "Until Avinatan returns, my heart is in captivity."

An undated photo of Matan Zangauker. (The Hostages and Missing Families Forum)


The last time Zangauker spoke to his mother, he was at the door to the bedroom he shared with his girlfriend in Kibbutz Nir Oz. There were sounds of shooting, motorcycles and shouts in Arabic. Zangauker told her, "I love you, please don't cry," before the couple jumped out of the window, Einav Zangauker told The Post last year. Before Zangauker was taken, he had helped his mother run the house and care for his younger sister, who has a debilitating nerve disease.
His girlfriend, Ilana Gritzewsky, who was released in late November, has joined Zangauker's mother in protesting for the hostages' release. His family said earlier this year that he had appeared in a video taken in captivity.
Shira Rubin, Rachel Chason, Annabelle Timsit, Bryan Pietsch and Sammy Westfall contributed to this report.
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Africa
U.S. aid cuts are being felt across Africa. Here's where.
How the abrupt withdrawal of U.S. aid has affected disease preparedness and response in Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Somalia and Tanzania.

Ever Itai Ndondovedzai, a peer educator with Doctors Without Borders (MSF), speaks to sex workers on sexual reproductive health, in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Aug. 28. (Jekesai Njikizana/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tobi Raji | 2025-10-09
The fallout from President Donald Trump's decision to cut U.S. foreign assistance to Africa happened almost instantly: "Stop-work" orders froze lifesaving health programs and medical research projects while critical supplements, emergency food, contraceptives and HIV-prevention medications sat wasting away in warehouses and distribution centers.
Now, more than eight months later, health officials are reporting a rise in deadly infections brought on by a shortage of drugs, test kits and other medical supplies, including a new outbreak of the Ebola virus in the Democratic Republic of Congo that has already killed several dozen people. Although some countries like Nigeria have attempted to fill the funding gap, allocating more of their budget to health care, officials worry it is not enough.
"The impact of the aid cuts on Africa is huge," said Ngashi Ngongo of the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, adding that the continent had lost more than $8 billion in funding since Trump dismantled the U.S. Agency for International Development this year.
On Sept. 23, Secretary of State Marco Rubio defended the administration's actions during an interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos, saying that programs are being restructured to be more efficient and that no one has died as a result of the cuts. The State Department did not respond to a request for comment.
Every country in Africa except Eritrea received foreign assistance from the United States in fiscal 2023. Of those countries, 10 -- including Ethiopia, Somalia and Nigeria -- received more than $9 billion in funding for lifesaving vaccines, among other supports, The Washington Post previously reported.
Trump's global funding freeze has upended decades of work spent fortifying Africa's health care system against major diseases such as mpox, cholera, malaria and HIV/AIDS. The drawdown has also impeded mental health support for traumatized refugees fleeing violence.
Here's how the abrupt withdrawal of aid has affected disease preparedness and response in parts of Africa.
Trump slashed U.S. foreign assistance to Ethiopia at a time when parts of the country were battling multiple crises: conflict, displacement, climate change, food shortages and disease.
The funding cuts added an additional layer of stress to an already overburdened system, hampering the World Health Organization Ethiopia's ability to respond to outbreaks of cholera, polio, malaria, measles and dengue fever, the agency said in August. Ethiopia has been dealing with an ongoing cholera outbreak -- roughly 60,000 cases -- since August 2022, despite coordinated efforts from health agencies, international nongovernment organizations and civil society, aid group Medical Teams International, which has been responding to active outbreaks of the disease in Tigray and Amhara, told The Post.
Ethiopia was Africa's largest recipient of U.S. foreign assistance in 2023. Of the $1.5 billion it received during that period, $250 million went toward crucial interventions and medical supplies, such as bed nets and insecticide to ward off mosquitoes, medication and diagnostic tests. Malaria services were hit hard by Trump's foreign aid freeze, multiple aid groups said.
Many of those affected by the cessation of U.S. foreign assistance are South Sudanese refugees living in Ethiopia's Gambella region, according to Doctors Without Borders. The group said the number of malaria patients visiting its facility at the Kule refugee camp -- one of seven in the area -- doubled in July compared with the previous month. According to Doctors Without Borders, many of the new patients are coming from surrounding camps that had shuttered services due to funding cuts.
Before the funding freeze, health officials and nonprofit groups had been sounding the alarm on resurgent malaria infection rates after years of successful interdiction efforts, citing increasing resistance to antimalarial drugs and insecticide.
According to WHO Africa, the continent "carries more than 95% of the global malaria burden and now faces growing risks due to shrinking budgets, resistance to medicines and insecticides, and invasive mosquito species."
In Zimbabwe, where nearly half of U.S. foreign assistance in 2023 went to HIV/AIDS, aid workers have described watching condoms, educational materials and access to health care services disappear after funding cuts. That is because when Trump dismantled USAID, he upended one of the world's largest and most effective public health initiatives in history: the U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR.
Created in 2003 to tackle the global HIV/AIDS epidemic, PEPFAR -- which has enjoyed strong bipartisan support -- has been credited with saving about 26 million lives and preventing nearly 8 million babies from being born with HIV, according to the U.S. State Department.
The eastern and southern region of Africa, where Zimbabwe is, hosts two-thirds of all AIDS cases globally, according to UNICEF.
The sudden collapse in U.S. funding has hamstrung the global response to HIV/AIDS in other parts of Africa, as well. From Kenya to South Africa, the aid loss has destabilized supply chains for test kits and medicines, laboratory services and vital data, as well as created gaps in financing for HIV testing, according to a recent report from UNAIDS, a United Nations program devoted to fighting the disease.

A nurse checks a patient registry while a mother and her child wait at a hospital in Kisumu, Kenya, on April 24. (Michel Lunanga/Getty Images)


While weekly cases of mpox, a zoonotic virus that causes flu-like symptoms and a rash with painful lesions, are declining across the continent, Kenya reported a 120 percent increase in new suspected cases and a 126 percent increase in new confirmed cases in late September, according to the Africa CDC.
Aid cuts have disrupted Kenyans' supply of HIV medication, which works by stopping the virus from replicating and weakening the immune system. Without treatment, virus levels rise, making people with HIV more susceptible to pneumonia, certain types of cancers and other infectious diseases, including mpox.
About 50 to 76 percent of people dying from mpox in countries such as Sierra Leone, Uganda and Kenya also had HIV, said Yap Boum II of the Africa CDC, who is coordinating the continent's response to the outbreak.
"Cutting HIV programs through PEPFAR doesn't just affect HIV. It makes people more vulnerable to other outbreaks like mpox or any other pathogen," said Anne Rimoin, an epidemiologist at UCLA. "There's a ripple effect across health systems. You weaken one area and the whole system is at risk."
Since 2024, there have been approximately 193,800 suspected cases of mpox, with roughly 53,500 confirmed cases and more than 2,200 combined deaths affecting 29 member states across the continent, according to the Africa CDC. In Kenya, nine people have died of an mpox infection since 2024.

A Danab brigade drives in Masjid Ali Guduud, an area then recently taken back from the militant group al-Shabab by the Somali military, in 2022. (Malin Fezehai/For The Washington Post)


Since the drawdown in U.S. foreign assistance at the start of the year, the militant al-Shabab group -- one of al-Qaeda's wealthiest and most lethal global affiliates -- has increased its foothold in Somalia, retaking dozens of villages from government forces, The Post previously reported. The conflict, compounded by a brutal drought and the looming specter of a famine brought on by failed rainy seasons, has displaced more than 4 million people.
Health officials and nonprofit groups have also begun reporting a surge in infectious-disease cases. Officials have recorded more than 2,000 cases of diphtheria, including 106 deaths as of Oct. 1 -- up from 838 cases and 56 deaths in 2024, Abdullahi Sheikh Abdi, director of emergency preparedness, resilience and response at Somalia's National Institute of Health, told The Post.
There are five active outbreaks in Somalia: acute watery diarrhea/cholera, diphtheria, measles, chikungunya and dengue fever. Since the aid cuts, health clinics in Somalia have closed or reduced capacity, disrupting vaccination programs and contributing to outbreaks -- with children under 5 years of age particularly exposed, said Abdi, who is also the coordinator for the agency's national field epidemiology training program.
Meanwhile, the combined number of cases of measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, cholera and severe respiratory infections doubled between April and July, from about 22,600 to over 46,000, according to nonprofit organization Save the Children. The group attributed the rise in infectious diseases to the recent aid cuts, funding they said would have been used for routine immunizations, as well as disease awareness and preparedness campaigns.
"Unless the aid cuts are reversed and more resources put in place to support the health system, we are worried the situation will rapidly deteriorate, placing immense strain on vulnerable communities, particularly children under five," said Mohamud Mohamed Hassan, county director for Save the Children.
Tens of thousands of refugees fleeing violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi have made their way to western Tanzania's Nduta camp, where U.S. aid cuts have disrupted mental health services for those who witnessed death, rape, torture and other distressing events.
Medical Teams, the only clinical mental health provider in the camp, sees roughly 700 refugees for epilepsy, schizophrenia, depression and PTSD, among other conditions. The organization's mental health clinic will run out of haloperidol, one of the main antipsychotics used to treat schizophrenia, in a month, said Joy Wright, a general practitioner based in London and the group's health adviser.
Haloperidol and other critical health supplies were funded by a grant from the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, which supports organizations that assist refugees and conflict victims.
"We have alternatives that are older and have more side effects, and we'll probably have to switch people to those. But that isn't the best quality care," Wright said.
"You can't bring people in, engage them in care, get them better on long-term meds and then say, 'Sorry, we've run out,'" Wright added. "It's so unethical and there's so much potential for harm."
Medical Teams has five clinicians, including one doctor and one psychiatric nurse, directly involved in providing mental health and psychosocial support services in Nduta. The staff turnover and supply shortages have eroded trust among refugees at Nduta camp, Wright said.
"There's so much stigma around mental health there -- so many myths and misunderstandings about whether it's caused by witchcraft or spiritual problems," Wright said. "The patients that have been regular clients have already taken a leap of faith to come to the clinic and to engage with the clinician. And it's this real breach of trust to have someone just suddenly leave and someone new there and all of this uncertainty."
Katharine Houreld contributed to this report.
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Asia
Remaining trekkers rescued from Mount Everest after snowstorm
The final group of 15 hikers stranded on the Chinese side of Mount Everest have made it down safely and are receiving medical care, state media said.

Villagers with their oxen and horses ascend the mountain during rescue efforts to reach hundreds of hikers trapped by heavy snow at tourist campsites on a slope of Mount Everest on Sunday. (Lingsuiye/AP)


By Leo Sands, Sammy Westfall, Rudy Lu | 2025-10-09
The final group of 15 hikers stranded on the Chinese side of Mount Everest have been rescued from the world's tallest mountain, China's state broadcaster reported Wednesday night, bringing to an end a holiday adventure gone badly wrong.
Almost 1,000 people got stuck after a weekend of heavy snowfall that made swaths of Mount Everest impassable. Many of the people had taken advantage of the mid-autumn festival, a string of holidays lasting more than a week, to make the journey.
Some 580 hikers had been rescued from the snowstorm by Tuesday, Chinese state broadcaster CCTV reported, in addition to over 300 local guides, yak handlers and other workers assisting trekkers in their ascent up Mount Everest.
But some 15 other trekkers were still making their way down the mountain with help from rescuers, it added.
The final group safely reached Qudang township Wednesday night, where local rescue teams provided food, medicine, heating and oxygen equipment, and warm clothing, CCTV reported.
More 900 personnel -- including police, firefighters, medical workers and local residents forming yak transport teams -- were involved in the rescue, the state broadcaster reported.

Hundreds of hikers and their guides were rescued from the lower slopes of Mount Everest after a weekend of heavy snowfall made some areas impassable.


Search-and-rescue teams, including some equipped with horses and drones, launched a days-long effort to get the hikers to safety, according to state media, with villagers also assisting with oxen and horses.
Local outlets were reporting that the hikers were trapped partway up the mountain at an elevation of about 16,400 feet, mostly at tourist campsites. The summit of Mount Everest has an altitude of some 29,000 feet.
One of those trapped, 41-year-old Eric Wen, recalled trekking for 12 miles through mostly heavy snow on his descent. "Thankfully, some people ahead of us were breaking trail, leaving footprints we could follow -- that made it a little easier," he told Reuters. "Otherwise, it would've been impossible for us to make it out on our own."
One part of Everest is in Nepal and the other part is in China's Tibet Autonomous Region. Nepalese authorities told the Kathmandu Post that no climbers or tourists were trapped in the recent weather on the Nepalese side.
A large number of Chinese tourists had flocked to the area -- a designated scenic site -- because of the holiday period.
The full ascent to Mount Everest's peak can take about two months, including the time taken to acclimatize to the extreme altitude. The increasing popularity of the climb with tourists, leading to traffic jams on some of its paths, has pushed Nepal to move to restricting permits to more experienced hikers.
While more than 6,000 hikers have successfully ascended Everest, hundreds have died on its slopes.
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Middle East conflict
Trump, Hamas officials say Gaza ceasefire deal 'very close'
A senior Hamas official said late Wednesday that an agreement to end the war in Gaza was "imminent."

Smoke rises following an Israeli military strike in Gaza City, as seen from the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


By Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman, Lior Soroka, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Hazem  Balousha | 2025-10-09
SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt -- Ceasefire talks between Israel and Hamas gained momentum in this Red Sea resort town Wednesday, as senior U.S., Turkish and Qatari officials joined the negotiations and President Donald Trump, who backed the most recent proposal to end the war, signaled he would travel to the Middle East by the end of the week.
"It's very close," Trump told reporters at the White House on Wednesday evening, adding that he might travel to the region, including Egypt, on Sunday. As he spoke, Secretary of State Marco Rubio came into the room and whispered in the president's ear. "I was just given a note by the Secretary of State saying that we're very close to a deal in the Middle East," he said, and wrapped up the discussion.
A senior Hamas official confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday that an agreement was "imminent" and could be announced tonight. "The agreement is very close," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. He said it would unfold in stages: "First, there will be a halt to the war, then a prisoners exchange, followed by the withdrawal of forces. After that, the crossing will be opened in both directions, and humanitarian aid will be allowed to enter."
Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said earlier that a deal could be announced as soon as Wednesday night. But Egyptian officials with knowledge of the talks said more time -- and more delicate shuttle diplomacy -- was needed to clinch an agreement. Negotiations, which began Monday with Egypt as convener, have focused so far on the details of the first phase of the proposal, which calls for an initial ceasefire and the exchange of Israeli hostages for a set number of Palestinian prisoners. Also Wednesday, Hamas official Taher al-Nunu said that the two sides had traded the lists of prisoners and hostages they would like to see released.
"There is a prevailing spirit of optimism among everyone," Nunu said in a statement.
The arrival of the senior delegation teams had signaled hope for a breakthrough, even as major sticking points remain -- and the thornier issues of security and Gaza's political future have yet to be discussed in depth. Among the key officials and negotiators now in Sharm el-Sheikh are Israel's strategic affairs minister, Ron Dermer; Turkish intelligence chief Ibrahim Kalin; Egyptian intelligence chief Hassan Mahmoud Rashad; Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani; and from the United States, Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law.
Footage aired by Egypt's state-run news outlet, Al Qahera, showed Witkoff and Kushner arriving at a convention center in Sharm el-Sheikh on Wednesday, followed by the Hamas delegation including Khalil al-Hayya and Ghazi Hamad, both of whom survived an Israeli assassination attempt in Qatar last month.

A vehicle passes by Peace Square in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where Israeli and Hamas officials are holding indirect talks. (AP)


The high-level mediators gathered Wednesday in a meeting that lasted four hours, according to Khaled Okasha, a retired brigadier general in Egypt's security services  who is advising the Egyptian and Palestinian delegations in Sharm el-Sheikh.
Still, "there is no trust between the two sides," said Okasha, who is also the general manager of Nawa, a Cairo-based consulting firm focused on peacebuilding. "Trust is lacking because, in truth, more than once we were close to signing an agreement and the Israeli side failed to reach one."
Trump unveiled the 20-point peace plan on Sept. 29, after meeting with regional leaders in both Washington and on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York. Hamas agreed to the plan in broad strokes on Friday, but offered caveats that intensive negotiations were required to finalize contentious points.
Hamas and allied militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing about 1,200 people and abducting more than 250. Israel's ensuing war in Gaza, which entered its third year on Tuesday, has flattened large parts of the enclave, displaced nearly all of its residents and killed more than 67,000 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
An earlier ceasefire that began in January collapsed in March when Israel refused to continue negotiations and resumed its attacks on Gaza. Hamas has said it wants guarantees that Israel will not immediately return to war once the hostages are released.
Israel "does not abide by its promises, and in this war we experienced this twice," Hayya said in an interview that aired Tuesday evening on Al Qahera, pointing to the breakdown of the last ceasefire in March. "Therefore, we want real guarantees from the international community, from President Trump and the United States, and from sponsoring states."
Asked in the Oval Office on Tuesday what guarantees Washington is willing to give Arab partners that Israel will not resume the fight, Trump said: "We have a lot of power and we're going to do everything possible to make sure everybody adheres to the deal."
Hamas officials have also said Palestinian groups, including Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, will need more time -- and space -- to retrieve the 48 hostages, dead and living, than is stipulated in the plan. The proposal calls for the release of all the hostages within 72 hours of a ceasefire being declared. Hamas wants Israeli forces to withdraw from Gaza's population centers so its members can move freely to transfer the hostages for release -- but Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly said Israel's military will remain "deep inside Gaza" until after the hostages are freed.
"Israel must carry out a real, on-the-ground withdrawal; this, in truth, is what the Egyptian side conveyed to the Americans," Okasha said. "Based on what I saw today, the Americans will help by pressuring Netanyahu to make a decision in this direction."
Negotiators and analysts said much of what is happening in Sharm el-Sheikh depends on Trump, who is some 6,000 miles away in Washington. Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi invited Trump to travel to Egypt for a signing ceremony if a deal is reached.
"Trump is no longer acting as a mediator but as an arbitrator," said Col. Doron Hadar, a reservist officer who commanded the Israel Defense Forces' negotiation unit until last year. "In points where no agreement is reached, he will decide, and that's a good thing."
Trump has piled pressure on mediators for a quick resolution to the conflict, which he promised on the campaign trail to end as he hopes to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Analysts say the announcement of this year's recipient, expected Friday, is adding to the sense of urgency in Sharm el-Sheikh. Trump has threatened that "all bets will be off" if Hamas drags its feet -- but he expressed optimism Tuesday that there is a "real chance" of a deal.
The presence of Turkey's spy chief in Sharm el-Sheikh also signals Ankara's growing influence in the diplomacy to end the war. Turkey, like Qatar, hosts members of Hamas's political leadership -- and Trump has increasingly looked to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to leverage its relationship with the movement.
"Trump specifically asked us to talk to Hamas and persuade them, and we promptly got in touch with our interlocutors on this matter," Erdogan told reporters Wednesday, according to Turkish state news agency Anadolu. "Hamas told us in its response that it is ready for peace and negotiations. In my view, this is a very valuable step."
A person familiar with Israel's stance in the negotiations, but who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the sensitive diplomacy, said the Israeli government had "avoided involving Turkey in the negotiations because of the bad blood between the two countries."
"But Trump's move to bring Turkey in puts Hamas under huge political pressure," the person said.
At the same time, Hamas said having the senior officials from Turkey, Qatar and Egypt "provides a major boost to efforts aimed at ending the war and facilitating a prisoner exchange." In a statement, senior Hamas official Izzat al-Rishq said their presence "would also limit Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's ability to continue military operations or undermine the talks."
Cheeseman reported from Beirut, Mahfouz from Cairo, Soroka from Tel Aviv and Balousha from Ontario, Canada. Gerry Shih in Jerusalem and Siham Shamalakh in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
A long 'journey' for Nobel chemistry winner born to Palestinian refugees
Omar Yaghi, 60, a U.S. citizen born in Jordan, said he was raised with a dozen others in one room.

Scientist Omar Yaghi holds a news conference after winning the 2025 Nobel Prize in chemistry along with two others, in Brussels on Wednesday. (Nicolas Tucat/AFP/Getty Images)


By Cate Brown | 2025-10-09
U.S. chemist Omar Yaghi, who on Wednesday became the first Palestinian scientist to win a Nobel Prize, reached the pinnacle of his profession after "quite a journey," he said in remarks posted to X from the official Nobel account, recorded just after he learned the news.
He was born into a family of refugees, he told the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, which awarded him the Nobel Prize in chemistry for groundbreaking work in molecular architecture, along with collaborators Susumu Kitagawa and Richard Robson. "My parents could barely read or write," he said.
Yaghi grew up in Amman, Jordan, where his parents moved after fleeing Gaza in 1948, when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were forced from their homes amid the war of 1948 that led to the creation of the Jewish state. "We were a dozen of us in one small room, sharing it with the cattle that we used to raise," he said.
Yaghi first saw a "stick and ball" diagram of molecules at a public library in Amman, Jordan's capital, when he was 10. He said he was immediately drawn to them and only later "learned that these were molecules that make up our world."
At age 15, Yaghi moved to Troy, New York. He studied English at a community college before transferring to the University at Albany in 1983.
"I was in love with chemistry from the very beginning," Yaghi told a colleague from the University of California at Berkeley, where he now works. "And when I moved to Albany, I immediately got into research." Over more than 30 years, Yaghi and his colleagues engineered new methods of combining metals with organic molecules to build hybrid compounds.
The chair of the Nobel Committee for Chemistry heralded the potential of these compounds in Wednesday's award announcement, saying they could bring "previously unforeseen opportunities" to the field. The porous molecular structures on which Yaghi and the two other chemistry Nobel awardees worked have potential applications connected to global challenges including water pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
Arab leaders touted Yaghi's win as a regional success.
Jordan's King Abdullah II called the chemist's achievement "Jordan's pride" in a statement posted to X, and said that his win proved that Jordanians could "make a difference wherever they are."
"The Arab world is full of geniuses" and "rich in minds," Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, vice president and prime minister of the United Arab Emirates, posted to X. "Our message is to restore confidence in ourselves, confidence in our youth, and confidence in our scientists."
Representatives from Saudi Arabia and the Palestinian mission to the United Nations also claimed Yaghi as one of their own. Saudi Arabia called Yaghi the "first Saudi to receive the award," although The Washington Post could not immediately verify whether Yaghi held Saudi citizenship. The Palestinian mission to the U.N. reposted the Nobel committee's award announcement with the caption, "Palestine refugees can also win Nobel Prizes."
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shared the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize with Israel's then-prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, and then-foreign minister, Shimon Peres, for their efforts on a joint peace process outlined in the Oslo accords.
Yaghi told the Nobel Prize committee that he had not seen himself as someone trying to change the world with chemistry.
"When I set out, I didn't set out to solve the world's carbon problem or water problem," Yaghi said. "I set out to build beautiful things and solve an intellectual problem."
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Europe
That's no schnitzel! E.U. moves to ban using meat names for veggie fare. 
More and more European shoppers are buying imitation schnitzel, bratwurst and steak made from plants but some politicians say only real meat should use those names. 

Packages of Beyond Meat's Beyond Burgers and Beyond Sausage, as seen in a New York supermarket. (Richard Drew/AP)


By Kate Brady, Aaron Wiener | 2025-10-08
BERLIN -- Veggie schnitzel, vegan bratwurst, plant-based steak. These familiar meat-free favorites could soon be off the menus, and vanish from supermarket shelves, in the European Union -- at least in name.
On Wednesday, the European Parliament voted to ban the use of meat-related terms for imitation-plant-based products, arguing that shoppers should never mistake tofu for tenderloin.
A majority of conservative and right-leaning lawmakers backed the move, adopting it with 355 votes in favor to 247 against, with 30 abstentions. The proposal still needs to be grilled by the E.U's 27 member states before coming into effect.
The amendment follows an initiative by Europe's largest center-right political family, the European People's Party (EPP), that backers say aims to protect farmers.
"It's about transparency and clarity for the consumer and recognition for the work of our farmers," Celine Imart, a supporter of the bill, said during debate, claiming that supermarket labels can be misleading.
The plan would reserve "meaty" terms -- such as steak, schnitzel, sausage and burger -- for animal-based products. It is part of a broader package aimed at improving farmers' bargaining power in supermarket pricing, including a proposal for mandatory written contracts.
In Germany, birthplace of the bratwurst, while meat consumption has fallen to record lows, consumption of plant-based alternatives is booming amid growing health, environmental and ethical concerns.
Consumer advocates say the fuss over the names is overcooked.
A 2020 survey by the European Consumer Organization found that 68 percent of consumers aren't confused by terms like "veggie burger," as long as it's clear they're plant-based.
Germany's consumer protection organization, Verbraucherzentrale, agreed, saying people actually prefer recognizable names for meat-replacement products.
"Nobody accidentally buys tofu sausages because they think they're beef sausages," said Chris Methmann of Foodwatch. "Rather than consumer protection, this is more of a gift to the meat industry."
A joint letter opposing the ban -- signed by major food sellers in Germany including Burger King, Beyond Meat, and the supermarkets Aldi Sud and Lidl -- urged lawmakers to keep their hands off veggie vocabulary.
A labeling ban, they wrote, would undermine "the goal of a resilient and diverse food supply." 
"An E.U.-wide ban on familiar terms such as 'burger,' 'schnitzel' or 'sausage' jeopardizes consumer orientation, innovation and the growth of the entire sector," said Laura Gosciejewicz, spokeswoman for Rugenwalder Muhle, a traditional meat company whose portfolio of products is now nearly 70 percent vegetarian and vegan. "Various studies show that these established terms provide orientation and clarity for shoppers and do not lead to confusion."
Still, the idea has strong backing from traditionalists, including German Chancellor Friedrich Merz of the conservative Christian Democratic Union and Agriculture Minister Alois Rainer of the Christian Social Union, the CDU's Bavarian sister party.
"A wurst is a wurst," Merz said Sunday on a political talk show broadcast by ARD. "Wurst is not vegan."
Labeling is serious business in Europe, especially when it comes to geographic indicators. Only sparkling wine from France's Champagne region can be labeled as such, leaving the Spaniards to their cava and the Italians to prosecco.
But Europe is hardly the only market wrestling with labeling questions when it comes to vegetarian products. Similar debates have played out elsewhere, including in the United States, and not just over imitation meat, but faux milk and rice products as well.

Two patties of Beyond Meat cook in a skillet. (Photo Illustration by Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


For some in Germany, meat is a matter of identity. Arguably for no one more so than Markus Soder, leader of the federal state of  Bavaria, who last year said meat and sausage have "almost constitutional status" in his southern German state.
Critics say conservative politicians are turning veggie sausages into political hot dogs, portraying them as a threat to heritage and to farmers -- as opposed to a lifesaving way to cut the cholesterol count of constituents.
"It's utterly nonsensical that our elected officials are wasting time -- and taxpayer money -- on a nonissue like this," said Marilda Dhaskali of the conservation group BirdLife International. "Plant-based foods are a solution, and this vote actively works against the progress being made."
The E.U. already rejected a similar ban in 2020, confirming that most shoppers can tell their soy from their sirloin. (Getting a French-speaking supermarket clerk to hear the difference between a Beyond Burger and a viande burger while speaking with an American accent is another matter entirely.)
Negotiations will now be held among the bloc's member states, but the stakes are high for Europe's booming plant-based market. Producers of veggie products have raised concerns that the ban would require redesigning all packaging, as well as changes to product descriptions, websites and advertising.
Germany, renowned for its traditionally meat-heavy cuisine, is now Europe's biggest market for plant-based alternatives, with production of vegan and vegetarian substitutes more than doubling between 2019 and 2024. The meat and dairy alternatives industry in Germany could be worth $76 billion by 2045, creating up to 250,000 jobs, according to a study this year by the Good Food Institute Europe.
Industry groups argue that Europe should stop skewering innovators and give them a fair slice of the market. Despite facing a 19 percent value-added tax rate on substitutes compared with 7 percent on meat and milk, the sector continues to grow rapidly in Germany.
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Europe
Russia escalates warning as Trump considers sale of Tomahawks to Ukraine
The warning is part of a concerted Russian effort to deter President Donald Trump from giving Ukraine access to the missiles, repeating a tactic Moscow has used throughout the war.

Tomahawk missiles have a range of up to 1,550 miles, depending on the variant. (Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Kenneth Moll/U.S. Navy/Reuters)


By Robyn Dixon, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-10-08
A top Russian Foreign Ministry official cautioned President Donald Trump's administration Wednesday against giving Ukraine access to long-range Tomahawk missiles that could hit targets deep within Russia in the latest in a series of warnings that suggest a degree of annoyance in Moscow toward the U.S. leader.
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov also declared that the boost toward resolving the conflict in Ukraine provided by Trump's August meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Alaska had been "largely exhausted." The last few weeks have seen Trump considering the sale of new weapons to Ukraine and criticizing Russia as a "paper tiger."
The latest warning was part of a concerted Russian effort to deter Trump against enabling Ukraine access to the missiles, repeating a tactic Moscow has used throughout its war on Ukraine, declaring that providing advanced military technology to Ukraine would provoke a direct conflict between Russia and NATO countries.
Since Trump's election, however, Moscow has directed most of its ire against European leaders whom it portrays as warmongers to blame for the continued war, while directing consistently positive comments toward the U.S. president.
The U.S. administration has not even said if it would sell the Tomahawks to Ukraine, although Trump said on Monday that he had "sort of" made a decision but wanted to know how Kyiv would use the weapons.
Tomahawks have a range of up to 1,550 miles, depending on the variant, compared to around 190 miles for ATACM missiles, which were provided to Kyiv by the Biden administration.
"I think I want to find out what they're doing with them," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Monday. "Where are they sending them? I guess I'd have to ask that question."
The repeated warnings from Putin and other officials indicate Moscow's anxiety over the possibility that Ukraine gets access to weapons, and appear to contradict Putin's assertion last Thursday at a Russian foreign policy conference that the missiles "won't change the balance of power on the battlefield."
Putin warned that the weapons would mark a "qualitatively new stage of escalation" because Ukraine could not fire them without the U.S. personnel. He suggested, however, that Trump would ultimately decide against their provision because he knew how to listen.
Tatiana Stanovaya, senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, said Wednesday that Putin appeared to have "moved on" from the Alaska summit, now issuing strong warnings to Trump instead of merely placating him.
Ryabkov, she said on X, had now "drawn a firm line" with his comment that the momentum for resolving the Ukraine conflict had dissipated after the Alaska summit.
With Trump considering the Tomahawk question, "Moscow sees the situation as critical," she said. "Moscow warns Trump about a more acute confrontation and expects him to make what it considers the 'right' choice."
In his remarks to journalists Wednesday, Ryabkov also pointed out that U.S. personnel would be needed to operate the Tomahawk missiles.
"As you understand, without software and launchers, the missiles themselves are just blanks. Accordingly, as has also been stated at a high level by the Russian side, the hypothetical use of such systems is only possible with the direct involvement of American personnel," Ryabkov said.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov in Moscow in 2023. (AP)


Speaking to journalists on Wednesday, he warned of "the depth and severity of the consequences" that supplying Tomahawks to Ukraine would have.
"Naturally, we urge the U.S. leadership and the U.S. military to take a sober, reasonable, responsible approach to this situation," he said. "Sadly, I have to say that the powerful impetus of the Anchorage meeting in favor of agreements has turned out to be exhausted to a significant extent by adversaries' efforts," Ryabkov continued, blaming the "destructive actions" of European leaders.
Andrei Kartapolov, head of the parliament's defense committee and a former deputy defense minister, said Russia knew how to shoot these missiles down and would target any launchers it detected on Ukrainian soil.
"Our response will be tough, ambiguous, measured, and asymmetrical. We will find ways to hurt those who cause us trouble," he told the state RIA news agency on Wednesday. "The only problems will be for those who supply them and those who use them; that's where the problems will be."
Russian state television anchor Olga Skabeyeva called Trump's comment that he may provide Ukraine with Tomahawks an "unprecedented escalation," saying that this could prompt Germany to offer Kyiv Taurus missiles. Co-host Yevgeny Popov said if Trump did give Ukraine Tomahawks, it would be "Trump's war" and someone else would win the Nobel Peace Prize.
Speaking on the same program, deputy chairman of parliament's defense committee, Andrei Zhuravlyov, said if Ukraine was provided the missiles, Russia should attack the Rzeszow military air base in Poland -- a hub for deliveries of Western weapons systems to Ukraine.
"We need to show them that we're ready. You want an escalation? It's your problem, not ours," he said in comments reported by Russia Media Monitor.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov also warned Monday against the "new escalation" of providing Kyiv access to Tomahawks, even while asserting they would not help Ukraine's military position.
"But here, of course, it is important to realize that we are talking about missiles that can also be nuclear, so this is indeed a serious escalation," he warned.
Trump's envoy to Ukraine, retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg told Fox News late last month that Trump had authorized Ukraine to carry out long-range strikes with U.S.-made weapons, adding that "there are no such things as sanctuaries."
"This is where I think they have the opportunity to challenge Russia much more aggressively," he said.
If Trump does green-light Ukraine to get Tomahawks, it would mark a significant shift in his policy on the war, depending on what restrictions Washington placed on their use. He has so far focused on trying to end the war and normalize relations with Russia, first calling on both sides to agree to a ceasefire -- a demand accepted by Ukraine but repeatedly deflected by Russia -- before meeting Putin in Alaska, where he abruptly abandoned his strategy of pressing for a ceasefire.
Trump has expressed increasing frustration with Putin, particularly in relation to Russia's strikes on civilian targets in Ukraine, and last week said he believed that Ukraine was capable of winning back the land it had lost and that Russia "should have stopped" the war.
According to the Institute for the Study of War, at least 1,945 Russian military objects lie within range of the 1,550-mile variant Tomahawk and at least 1,655 could be reached by the 1,000-mile variant.
"Ukraine likely can significantly degrade Russia's frontline battlefield performance by targeting a vulnerable subset of rear support areas that sustain and support Russia's frontline operations," the group said in a battlefield update on Sunday.
Nigel Gould-Davies, senior fellow with the International Institute for Strategic Studies, wrote Tuesday that Moscow had ushered in "a new and more dangerous phase" of the war after its failed summer offensive and the sharp deterioration in its economy. He warned that Russia's behavior would  probably grow more risky and aggressive "unless it faces unacceptable costs."
"The strategic context of the war is thus shifting. Russia's summer offensive has failed at enormous cost in troops. Its diplomatic strategy for America has fallen short. It faces a slow tsunami of European defense spending and growing strains at home," he wrote. "Russia can now prevail only if it prevents them from turning their collective latent strength into usable superiority by undermining their resolve."
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Economy
The government isn't releasing economic data. Private firms are stepping in.
The government shutdown has prompted private firms to release their own economic data, filling a gap left by the absence of official figures.

Former federal employees attend a job fair in Washington on March 14. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Abha Bhattarai, David J. Lynch | 2025-10-09
With the government closed and official data collection on hold, economists on Wall Street and beyond are scrambling to find new sources of information -- or any clues, really -- on what might be happening in the economy.
They're looking at paychecks, credit card expenditures, restaurant reservations, Broadway show bookings, and even Statue of Liberty visitor numbers. With so much of the economy in flux, anything might help, said Torsten Slok, chief economist at Apollo Global Management.
"We're suddenly opening up new spreadsheets, looking at data we don't usually turn to," Slok said. "Some of these indicators are really on the fringe, so we're having to do different translations: What does this data mean? What might it tell us about the economy?"
The government shutdown, now in its second week, comes at a critical time for the economy. Although most measures point to steady growth, the job market appears to be slowing. Hiring has stalled, and more Americans are unemployed for longer. There's growing concern that further declines could quickly drag down spending and investments, leading to broader economic trouble.
But without key federal figures, including data on job creation and inflation, it's become increasingly difficult to gauge the state of the economy. The Federal Reserve is in a particularly tough spot, as it tries to suss out any slowdown in the job market and tariff-driven inflation so it can adjust interest rates accordingly at its meeting in late October.
Even before the shutdown, government data had been under fire. President Donald Trump ousted the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which assembles many key government indicators, in early August over what he called data manipulation in a weak jobs report, without offering evidence. Trump's attacks on the agency, which still lacks a leader, coincide with recent federal budget and staffing cuts that have made it more difficult to collect enough data and analyze survey responses.
Banks, reservation platforms and private equity firms have all jumped in to fill the void.
"The good news is that there is a lot of private data -- it's readily available, comes out frequently and keeps us from fumbling in the dark," Slok said, likening those information sources to having a pocket flashlight while driving down a dark road. "Is it as good as the lights on the front of my car? No. But it's something, especially when it looks like we might be nearing a curve."
At the jobs site Indeed, data-related inquiries have more than doubled since the government shut down. The site tracks millions of job postings and advertised salaries, often in real time, to offer an up-to-date snapshot of the labor market.
"I won't lie and say I won't miss the official jobs report," said Laura Ullrich, the site's director of economic research. "But when it comes to data, the more the merrier."
Private equity giant Carlyle this week released its own internal numbers, based on its portfolio of 277 businesses, that it says offers a stand-in for major U.S. data points including gross domestic product, inflation and corporate spending. The firm has been assembling monthly reports, mostly for internal use, for about 15 years but says there has been growing interest this year. Large-scale revisions to jobs and GDP data in recent months have only added to demand, said Jason Thomas, Carlyle's head of global research and investment strategy.
"There's much more interest in alternate data sources," he said. "And there's also more openness to the idea that some of these estimation methods may be more reliable than government data in some ways."
The challenge of assessing an economy when official figures are missing or suspect is nothing new to global investors. In China, for example, government claims of steady, almost unvarying annual GDP growth have prompted widespread skepticism among foreign observers and Chinese officials themselves.
The best-known alternative metric for investors in China is the "Li Keqiang index," named for the former premier, who assessed the economy by tracking electricity production, railroad freight and bank loans.
Other Chinese analysts have found value in monitoring sales of men's underwear or even pickles. A study first published in 2021 assessed the impact of U.S. tariffs on Chinese economic activity by evaluating satellite images that showed varying levels of visible nighttime lights in major cities.
New York Fed economists developed their own model of Chinese economic growth, which used various proxies as substitutes for suspect official data. Chinese imports, for example, were estimated from data on exports to China by Beijing's main trading partners, such as the United States, Japan and the euro area.
"In any case, the strategy is to identify measures that are either inherently difficult to fudge (such as trade data, because one can compare Chinese data against other sources) or are seemingly innocuous enough that authorities have not paid them much attention," Scott Kennedy and Qin Mei of the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington said in a 2023 analysis.
In the United States, some private companies and associations are crunching their numbers in new ways or expanding their efforts to provide key information during the shutdown. The National Association of Realtors, which releases closely watched monthly data on homes sales, is considering surveying its 1.5 million members to glean information not just about the real estate market, but also joblessness, wages and other parts of the economy, if the data outage continues.
"If the government shutdown lasts a month or two, we can easily tap into our Realtor members to fill in key economic data that isn't available," said Lawrence Yun, the association's chief economist and senior vice president of research. "We can survey our members and ask: Why is the homeowner selling? Did they lose their job?"
But economists warn that alternate sources of data aren't necessarily a replacement for government statistics, which offer a holistic view of the national economy and provide underlying demographic breakdowns for other surveys.
"Private data are very useful complements -- they can be more timely and give you granularity that the government data don't -- but they're also fundamentally dependent on federal data," said Erica Groshen, an economist at Cornell University and former commissioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. "Data has to be re-weighted to represent everyone, and that weighting is based on federal data."
The JPMorgan Chase Institute has for years been using data from the country's largest bank to offer a glimpse into how much Americans are earning, saving and spending. But managing director Chris Wheat says the bank's figures, however expansive, aren't a substitute for government figures.
"Our data adds value, but it is very much a complement to public data," he said. "It's really hard for us to make sense of what we're seeing with our lens of the world, without having data that is collected with the purpose of answering questions like: How many jobs were created last month? Or how many people are unemployed? That data is collected for the entire country, for all people, all industries and occupations. It's very important."
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Media
Pentagon's revised press rules are unacceptable, journalists' group says
The Pentagon Press Association said the government's policy still appears "designed to stifle a free press and potentially expose us to prosecution."

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth in the Oval Office last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Scott Nover | 2025-10-09
The Pentagon's latest revisions of its new rules for journalists covering the Defense Department are inadequate, the Pentagon Press Association said Wednesday, auguring a broader rejection by media outlets that have been told they must pledge to adhere to the restrictive regulations by Tuesday.
The Defense Department has in recent weeks come under fire from reporters, press freedom advocates and Washington lawmakers over a new policy that asks journalists to affirm that they will not gather any information the department does not explicitly authorize them to access. If they don't sign the pledge, they will lose their press credentials to cover the Pentagon, a sanction critics have called an affront to the First Amendment's free press protections.
After pushback from the Pentagon Press Association, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press and the news organizations whose reporters could be forced out of the building in the coming days, the Pentagon has not conceded to its critics. Rather, it has in some respects tightened its restrictions.
In a statement Wednesday, the PPA, which represents journalists covering the Defense Department, said it appreciated that the revised policy issued Monday no longer asks journalists to "express agreement" to maintain access to Pentagon facilities. But the association said it still has serious concerns about the policy that appears to be "designed to stifle a free press and potentially expose us to prosecution for simply doing our jobs."
A spokesperson for CNN said in a statement that the cable news network does not plan to sign the press policy at this time and would continue to report on the Defense Department "regardless of physical access to the Pentagon."
The revised policy expands the prohibitions on journalists from not just accessing unauthorized information, but also soliciting it. "Soliciting or encouraging government employees to break the law falls outside the scope of protected newsgathering activities," the policy said.
The PPA noted that the revised policy "conveys an unprecedented message of intimidation to everyone within the DoD, warning against any unapproved interactions with the press and even suggesting it's criminal to speak without express permission -- which plainly, it is not."
The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, a nonprofit that represents journalists in legal disputes, has led negotiations with the Defense Department over this policy in recent weeks. The group said it was not satisfied with the new language.
"The fact is we still have concerns with the updated language of the policy and expect that it will pose a significant impediment as journalists weigh with their employers whether or not to sign this revised version," said Gabe Rottman, the organization's vice president of policy.
The PPA also said it was "surprised and disturbed" to learn that news organizations will be removed from their dedicated workspaces in the Pentagon and "can surmise from restrictions imposed earlier this year that the changes will further isolate reporters, making it harder to interact even with the spokespeople inside the Pentagon."
Several credentialed journalists from different news organizations told The Washington Post that they will not sign the Pentagon policy. Speaking on condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to divulge their plans, they said they largely view the revised rules as harsher than the original because of the prohibition on soliciting information.
"We continue to oppose the Pentagon's proposed press policy," Anna Bross, a spokesperson for the Atlantic, said in a statement. "The revised version still misrepresents the law and appears intended to chill reporting on the Pentagon."
The New York Times also said it takes issue with the language. "The Times appreciates the Pentagon's engagement, but problems remain with the policy and we and other news organizations believe further changes are needed," spokesperson Charlie Stadtlander said.
"The Constitution protects the right to report on the activities of democratically elected and appointed government officials," Matt Murray, The Post's executive editor, said in a previous statement. "Any attempt to control messaging and curb access by the government is counter to the First Amendment and against the public interest. The Washington Post will continue to pursue accurate, fair reporting in that interest."
In a statement, Pentagon spokesperson Sean Parnell said the Defense Department engaged in "good-faith negotiations" with the PPA.
"Congress has made clear that unauthorized release of sensitive information by DOW personnel is a crime," Parnell wrote on X, using an abbreviation for the newly rebranded Department of War. "Our policy is also clear: soliciting DOW service members and civilians to commit crimes is strictly prohibited."
Parnell characterized the new rules as simply an "overdue update to our credentialing process ... to align with modern security standards."
Pentagon press secretary Kingsley Wilson wrote on X: "Victimhood mentality among the press is played out and embarrassing. We stand by our media policy. It's now up to them whether they'd like to report from the Pentagon or their newsroom."
Timothy C. Parlatore, a lawyer and special adviser to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, first included the ban on soliciting tips in an intermediate draft of the policy also obtained by The Post.
With days until the deadline, news organizations appear to be heading toward expulsion from the Pentagon and potentially litigation. The PPA retained David A. Schulz, director of the Media Freedom & Information Access Clinic at Yale Law School, as pro bono counsel. While news organizations have not indicated whether they will sue the government over the policy, a move to push journalists out of the Pentagon would probably yield one or more lawsuits from affected parties.
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Economic Policy
Trump threatened shutdown layoffs. So far, he hasn't followed through.
One week into a shutdown that shows no sign of ending, there's also no sign of the dire consequences that President Donald Trump predicted.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters after disembarking Marine One in front of the White House on Sept. 30. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


By Jacob Bogage, Hannah Natanson | 2025-10-08
President Donald Trump and senior White House officials warned of mass layoffs, agency closures and "irreversible" budget cuts in a government shutdown. But as the federal agencies enter the second week of a shutdown with no signs of ending, there's also no sign of those dire consequences.
While those plans and others still  might come to fruition -- the White House budget office recently floated an argument that furloughed workers might not get back pay they're legally entitled to receive when they return to the job -- there's a growing belief among some in Washington that Trump is getting trigger-shy about adding to the massive disruption and federal workforce cuts that he has already put in place in his second term.
"From the very beginning, when I saw the original memo that [White House budget director Russell] Vought put out threatening the mass firings or mass layoffs, it was clear to me that it was absolute bluster and BS," Rep. James Walkinshaw (D), whose Virginia district includes thousands of federal workers, told The Washington Post. "And by the way, the federal employees that I represent saw it as such as well."
The government shuttered early last Wednesday when funding for agencies expired, and some departments have almost entirely ceased operations. Military and national security functions are continuing, but workers largely aren't being paid. Trump says he's open to negotiating with Democrats to extend health care subsidies -- their chief demand in the shutdown battle -- but only if they first vote to reopen the government.
In the run-up to the shutdown deadline, the White House budget office told agencies to prepare for widespread dismissals if funds for the government expired. From the Oval Office, the president claimed the shutdown would give him sweeping new authority to command the executive branch without congressional oversight. Vice President JD Vance declared on the shutdown's first day that layoffs would be necessary.
So far, though, the Trump administration has used the shutdown to accomplish other policy goals.
The Energy Department canceled $7.6 billion in clean energy projects -- exclusively in states that backed Democratic nominee Kamala Harris in the 2024 presidential election. The Transportation Department also delayed more than $20 billion in funding for transit projects in New York and Chicago. The White House linked the holds on the projects to furloughs from the government shutdown.
But some of the escalations that Trump and his allies have promised would hit federal workers haven't yet materialized.
He has reason for caution: Layoffs within the federal government could dramatically weaken the power of the presidency by shrinking the executive branch, and many of the agencies ripe for cuts were already deconstructed by the U.S. DOGE Service, Elon Musk's cost-cutting task force, earlier this year.
Trump hinted again Tuesday that his administration could soon choose to inflict more pain as the shutdown drags on.
"I'll be able to tell you that in four or five days, if this keeps going on, it'll be substantial," he said from the Oval Office. "And a lot of those jobs will never come back."
The White House has appeared to teeter on the cusp of that decision for some time, though. Agencies have been instructed to draw up lists of staffing cuts that could be implemented on the White House's order, according to two people familiar with the instructions, who like others interviewed for this  article spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly about them.
Congressional Republican leaders were told to prepare for layoffs on Friday evening immediately after a Senate vote to end the shutdown failed, according to one person familiar with the plan.
But those layoffs did not go forward, and as of early this week, plans to enact government layoffs, formally called reductions in force or RIFs, were still on hold, according to three federal officials familiar with the matter. The officials said there had been no more guidance given to agencies since senior leaders raised the alarm last week that firings undertaken during the shutdown could violate the law.
The back-and-forth fits a pattern, some observers said: On certain high-stakes decisions in this administration, Trump has developed a reputation for backing down, inspiring the joking acronym "TACO," for "Trump Always Chickens Out," when he yielded multiple times on tariffs, though he did eventually implement sweeping import taxes.
In a statement, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said the administration opposed the shutdown and favored a bipartisan funding patch to keep the government open, calling it "the exact same proposal that Democrats supported just six months ago and 13 times under the Biden administration."
"Any lapse in funding, this one brought on by the Democrats, unfortunately has consequences. The Democrats can reopen the government at any time," Jackson said.
Over the past week, it hasn't always been clear what Trump's intentions are with the job cuts. White House officials have variously described the administration's actions during a shutdown as a chance to MAGA-fy much of the government or as the reluctant choices the president must make in the face of Democratic intransigence.
"I can't believe the Radical Left Democrats gave me this unprecedented opportunity," Trump gushed on social media last week.
The next day, though, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt called potential layoffs a "unenviable choice" for the president.
"The Democrats have given the administration this opportunity, and we don't like laying people off," she said.
On Tuesday, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said the GOP should put as much pressure as possible on Democrats to force a vote to reopen the government. But he then added: "We don't want this to happen. The key point, the important point to remember, is this can stop right now."
Hours later Trump called the shutdown an "advantage" on a "silver platter" to slash programs that don't line up with his vision for the federal government.
Weary federal workers didn't seem to know what to make of all the threats. Many reacted with only muted alarm to a White House budget office memo that argued that furloughed employees wouldn't automatically get back pay.
At the Internal Revenue Service early Wednesday, some parts of the agency ran out of funding and staff were sent last-minute furlough notices, according to three employees and emails obtained by The Post. Some of the furlough emails arrived around 9 a.m. Eastern time, three hours after some employees start their days, forcing them to pack up and return home.
"Chaos all morning," one staffer said.
A furloughed Agriculture Department staffer said it has reached the point where Trump has promised to torment federal workers so often, in so many different ways, that she treats it mostly as background noise. She noted that Trump  signed the law in 2019 guaranteeing pay for a shutdown.
And one State Department employee who was required to stay on the job without pay said he increasingly feels like the president's promises to fire federal employees are empty threats. They don't seem to be bringing Democrats to the bargaining table, he noted.
"This is stupid, even for them," he said. "The bar is in the basement, and they have managed to tunnel under it somehow."
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My husband's family stays for weeks, but he doesn't consult me
Husband thinks consulting the letter writer about his parents staying with them is unnecessary. 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-10-09
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared July 14, 2022.
Dear Sahaj: I have married a wonderful man from India (and by extension his entire family); I am from an American background (and a nuclear/single-parent family). We've had conflicts several times regarding having family coming over and staying for extended periods.
We're planning our long-overdue celebration/wedding with friends and family, and yesterday he informed me that his parents would be coming six weeks ahead of the celebration and staying with us, instead of the previously discussed two or three weeks.
I understand their importance to him and am open to it (although my mother-in-law constantly around does give me anxiety), but I can't seem to get through to him that he needs to at least discuss it with me first! We'll thankfully have more space than the last visit, but at least saying, "Hey, my parents are thinking of coming a month earlier. What do you think?" would have been so much better than, "BTW, they're coming."
We argued about this because he would be fine with my mom coming, but I can't seem to get it through to him that I would have at least cleared it with him as my partner. Please help. Is there a way to calmly get through to him that doesn't end in a fight/standoff?
-- Husband doesn't consult me
Husband doesn't consult me: It's easy to see why you'd be frustrated right now: On a granular level, this is an issue of your husband excluding you from the conversation about his parents extending their stay. But this also sounds like one example of a bigger issue: You don't feel respected by your partner, and there don't seem to be agreed-upon boundaries in your relationship.
First off: the immediate issue. I can imagine that planning this long-overdue celebration is already taking up a lot of emotional and mental energy, and perhaps it feels like your husband isn't taking that stress into consideration. Understanding the parameters around your own mental and emotional capacity, and being able to communicate them to him, could help him understand this as something separate from "an issue with his parents."
However, the fact that your husband doesn't understand why this is a big deal to you -- and that he made the decision without you -- indicates a deeper-rooted issue of differing marital expectations and roles.
Because this has been a recurring conflict, I can imagine your frustration has been slowly building into resentment. If it goes unaddressed, this type of resentment has the ability to create an insurmountable wedge in your marriage.
But it's not doomed yet, if you both can come to the understanding that choosing to build a life with a person of a different culture is about creating your own family norms that bridge both cultures in ways that feel good to both partners.
Culture, family dynamics and gendered socialization contribute to our understanding of these roles and norms, and both you and your husband have your own framework in which marriage and family are defined. It's obvious to each of you. Of course you'd be fine with hosting my family for longer. Or, Of course you should talk to me about it first.
You're both convinced you're right. Hence the standoff.
But just because it's obvious to you doesn't mean it is to your partner. I wonder if you have explicitly discussed how your cultures have helped you define your own values and understanding of family/marital roles.
You'll also want to discuss your expectations of each other, the expectations placed on you as spouses and what you feel you owe your parents. If you lead with kindness and curiosity, this may help you uncover the feelings that are presenting themselves in your conflict.
As a daughter of Indian parents who is also in an intercultural marriage, I understand that there are cultural considerations in regard to an extended family's role and presence in the marriage. The focus, however, should be on the fact that as a couple, you should decide why and what boundaries are important.
You'll want to develop a clearly stated understanding of shared expectations. (For example: "If we host people, no matter who it is, we have to discuss it with each other before making a decision.") Creating a list of agreements and new family norms you both feel good about can help you develop a united front.
If creating shared expectations and a mutual understanding of your roles widens the chasm between you two, I would encourage you to seek out a couples therapist. It's not a sign that you can't solve this, but you may require a professional to help guide you in the process and hold you both accountable.
Remember: You are both responsible for making your marriage a priority, and you both bring your own family experiences to the relationship. Each of your cultural and familial norms are important, but they are not meant to serve as an excuse for hurtful behavior.
Just because we have normalized certain dynamics doesn't mean they're healthy.
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Eat Voraciously
Sheet pan gnocchi with leeks is an all-in-one meal made simple
A sheet pan is the hero of this roasted gnocchi recipe with tender leeks, juicy tomatoes and burnished cheese.

Sheet Pan Gnocchi With Leeks, Cherry Tomatoes and Gouda. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-10-09
When the rush of the workweek is over, I look forward to a quiet weekend in, reading and maybe doing some watercoloring for fun. For dinner, I like to lean on that modern kitchen workhorse, that 18-by-13-inch tray of aluminum, the popular-but-not-pretty sheet pan.
As of this summer, I've been at The Washington Post for five years. Looking back, I'm proud of the work I've put into this newsletter, and of the hundreds of recipes I've developed. I've persuaded you to turn meaty dishes vegetarian, to lean on your cast-iron skillet, to sear and stir-fry at high heat, to broil and bake until things are crisp and almost blackened, and -- maybe best of all -- to do everything with flexibility, with recipes that make it easy for you to substitute ingredients that you already have in your kitchen.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Gnocchi With Leeks, Cherry Tomatoes and Gouda
What I haven't done a lot of is the traditional sheet-pan dinner. I've certainly used sheet pans -- to broil, bake or roast -- but not usually to cook an entire meal all at once. Not like this recipe for Sheet Pan Gnocchi With Leeks, Cherry Tomatoes and Gouda, where everything goes onto the pan at the same time. It then all goes into the oven until it's done and ready to spoon onto a plate. Not all sheet-pan recipes are this straightforward. There's no pulling it out to flip some of the food. There's no rotating the pan halfway through.
The idea came to me one afternoon when I was running late and trying to do too many things at the same time. My colleague Olga Massov had recently published her cookbook, "Hot Sheet," with co-author Sanae Lemoine. I was on maternity leave, and, most days, I was both exhausted and hungry as a wolf.
I had been clinging to cooking. It felt like a way to reconnect with my sense of self. Often, awake in the middle of the night for one reason or another, I'd bake a cake or stir together the ingredients for focaccia or start a pot of beans or peel open a few cans of tomatoes to make some sort of meaty red sauce.
But on that cloudy, too-humid Friday afternoon, weary from a night full of crying and feeding, I thought about what Olga and Sanae wrote in their introduction: "If there's one thing food writers and recipe developers truly loathe, it's washing dishes, and because we have to do so much of it, we're always devising ways of doing that as little as possible." They continued: "How? By using a simple, inexpensive, and durable piece of kitchen equipment you likely already have in your kitchen -- the sheet pan."

Assembling the ingredients. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


I opened my refrigerator and picked out a couple of leeks, a package of gnocchi and a block of Gouda. I pulled a sheet pan out of a cabinet and lined it with parchment paper. I turned the oven on high. I sliced and cleaned the leeks. I poured a lot of olive oil onto the parchment. On top of it went the leeks, gnocchi, handfuls of Sungold tomatoes, a drained and rinsed can of white beans, salt and pepper, and that Gouda, shaved fine with my vegetable peeler.
Half an hour later, I heard the sound of leeks sizzling, and my kitchen smelled fantastic. I pulled the sheet pan out of the oven, spooned the hot food over bowls of arugula and called my partner, Joe, over.
"Dinner's ready," I said. "I'm not sure if it's going to be good, but there's only a cutting board and sheet pan to wash."
"Sounds perfect," Joe replied.
As I ate, I noticed how the tomatoes, leeks and olive oil had formed a silky sauce around the gnocchi and beans. I loved how the cheese turned into little fricos over everything and how, thankfully, just a few ingredients and one pan did most of the work.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Gnocchi With Leeks, Cherry Tomatoes and Gouda
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Home & Garden
How to save money and avoid headaches when buying new windows
New windows reduce drafts and noise, and they are easier to clean. But they aren't cheap. These tips will help you shop wisely.

(iStock)


By Kevin Brasler | 2025-10-09
Today's windows are technological marvels. The frames and panes for even basic models provide much better insulation than old configurations, reducing drafts and outside noise. Modern windows are also easier to clean, eliminating the need to teeter on high ladders; simply tilt them in or remove them and wash them inside your house.
These benefits come at high prices -- vinyl replacements run more than $750 per opening, on average. And although many window installation companies present overly optimistic claims about how much money their products will save you on energy costs, even replacing extremely inefficient ones won't yield enough energy savings to recover the full project costs of new windows. Even if new windows can cut your heating and cooling bills by 15 percent (unlikely for most homes), you won't save enough to make replacements a "good investment."
But there are other reasons to replace old windows. Maybe yours are rotting or broken, too drafty, hard to wash, or just ugly. Or maybe you're tired of listening to your neighbor's dog barking at 10 p.m. Perhaps you're looking to add a window to a blank wall. And many homeowners want to minimize their homes' energy use -- and the environmental impact that goes with it -- regardless of costs.
Here's what you need to know about shopping for new windows, and how to avoid overpaying.
Start by comparing several window types and models. Ask about and assess how each option will affect your home's appearance, the amount of light admitted, your comfort, energy savings and how long the windows last. For many homeowners, costs will drive decisions.
Consider which windows are appropriate for your house's architecture, and, if you live in a historic district or a neighborhood with a homeowners association, find out what's allowed. For example, preservation officials or HOA rules might ban vinyl windows or require certain types of window muntins (grids). Ignore the guidelines and you might have to tear out what you install.
You'll find a wide price range for each type of frame material, but in general vinyl is the least expensive; wood is usually midrange, with exterior-clad wood more expensive; and fiberglass models top the price list. Know that some windows last longer than others. For information on durability, check the results of Consumer Reports' tests. Also compare warranties. To evaluate windows for energy efficiency (and for realistic utility-bill savings), check information available from the Efficient Windows Collaborative and Energy Star's windows program.
Besides saving energy, more efficient windows will help keep your home more comfortable by eliminating drafts and cold areas around windows. You will also be able to maintain a higher and more comfortable humidity level during winter months than you could if cold dry air infiltrates your home and window surfaces are cold enough to collect condensation.
In general, the more efficient the window, the higher its price. By choosing efficient windows, you reduce your energy usage and save money. There's also a federal tax credit available for energy efficient window installations equal to 30 percent of the cost of the job, with a $600-per-year maximum -- not enough to make much of a dent in the cost of most projects. If you want to claim this credit you'll have to act fast: It expires at the end of 2025.
In addition to making dubious claims about energy savings, some window installation businesses -- often the ones that advertise heavily -- fail their customers. Checkbook's surveys of local homeowners reveal some companies were rated "inferior" by more than 20 percent of their surveyed customers. But there's good news: Other installers were rated very highly.
Obtain several price quotes. Checkbook's undercover shoppers found big differences when they collected quotes for the same windows and work. For example, for one window replacement project (eight double-hung 36-by-54-inch replacement windows, with insulated vinyl, the cheapest assembly option, double glazing, argon fill between panes, low-E coating, full screens and no grids), prices quoted by area outfits ranged from $2,400 to more than $10,000.
Whichever company you hire, make sure you get an airtight contract. It should include:
	A fixed price for the entire job, with itemized prices for each window and door supplied, and for labor.
	Detailed information on the product and installation procedure (whether flashing will be installed, whether the windows or trim will be painted, size of window openings and glass area after installation).
	The contractor's insurance information. They should carry two types -- general liability and workers' compensation -- and be willing to show you a certificate that confirms coverage.
	Payment schedule. You should be able to pay all, or at least half, the contract price after the work is complete. The more you leave to the end, the more leverage you'll have to make sure the work is done satisfactorily.
	Work schedule. The starting date should be firm, so you can prepare for the job. A completion date is less important because most projects can start in a week or less and take only a day to complete.
	Quality promises. To provide some recourse if the work is obviously substandard, contracts should contain a phrase to the effect that the contractor will complete the project in a workmanlike and professional manner.
	Cleanup. Because window replacement projects generate a lot of construction debris, carting it away (and paying disposal fees) should be part of the contract.
	Compliance with lead abatement laws. If you have any reason to believe your home contains lead-based paint -- and if it was built before 1978 it probably does -- ask contractors to show proof of their lead renovator certifications. In any contracts you sign, include a statement requiring contractors to follow Environmental Protection Agency regulations for containing the work area and minimizing the generation of lead-paint dust.

Kevin Brasler is executive editor of Washington Consumers' Checkbook and Checkbook.org, a nonprofit organization with a mission to help consumers get the best service and lowest prices. It is supported by consumers and takes no money from the service providers it evaluates. Washington Post readers can access Checkbook's ratings of local window installers free until Nov. 5 at Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/windows.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Spouse can't drive anymore and expects to be driven on demand
Spouse has poor eyesight and is miffed at the letter writer for not dropping all friends and activities to drive her places.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-10-09
Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My spouse and I are in our early 70s, married 25 years and living in a large suburban area.
She stopped driving six months ago because of bad eyesight.
I volunteer delivering meals and at the animal shelter and serve on a county commission. I also take classes at the gym three days a week. These activities give purpose and meaning to my life in retirement.
Spouse is an introvert and doesn't want to do these things with me. Spouse doesn't understand why I have so many friends, has no friends and thinks people don't need them -- they're too much trouble.
Now she wants me to quit all my activities to be available to drive her to appointments and errands. Spouse does NOT have any other chronic illness except poor eyesight. Spends the day playing video games and watching TV.
I've said I'm available all day Mondays and before noon other days. But my spouse says she needs rides at other times. And that my schedule is too complicated.
Spouse refuses to take taxis when I'm not available, saying they're too expensive. Spouse has $10 million in investments. (We married in our late 40s and kept our finances separate.) I think spouse is being ridiculous and said she should spend the $20,000 she got for selling her car on taxi rides. She says that's a waste when I could and should be doing it.
Spouse says I'm being a bad spouse not to quit activities to care for her. She doesn't need assisted living care, she just wants free taxi service.
Suggestions for how I should navigate this?
-- Frustrated Spouse
Frustrated Spouse: You are navigating this. Your response is appropriate, so stick to it: Be available at the times you said, and keep your activity schedule intact.
Spouse is the one failing to navigate; that doesn't put you on the hook to change unless you want to. Firmly decline to be controlled. (Was spouse always like this? It's not okay.)
No doubt some of spouse's maladaptive decisions trace to fear and loneliness. It would be compassionate to note that, to say you sense she isn't comfortable in a taxi -- older, alone, compromised vision, it fits. If so, then together you can figure out a taxi alternative; a regular car service or hired driver, for example, or your local council on aging are two places to start. She spends, learns your schedule or stays home.
Say out loud, too, that you hear she wants companionship and will gladly make more plans with her. But not at the cost of your friendships just because she chooses not to have any of her own.
If she persists in calling you a bad spouse for this, then don't fight it. Agree: "Yep, bad spouse. This is who I am and what I am offering you: rides wherever you need for at least half of every day. And a schedule with variety because that's what keeps me happy. Remember, we're different, which brought us together."
The "large suburban area" might need rethinking. They can be car-dependent and age-hostile.
Otherwise, be loving and kind and hold fast. You're entitled to be yourself, for one. Plus, the mental and physical health benefits you get from circulating will benefit your spouse, whereas if you rot at home out of guilt, then you soon won't be much good to either of you.
Also: Watch for signs of decline besides the eyesight. Whether that's behind her impulse to isolate or her isolation is causing decline, or both, this has the whoosh of a hastening downward slide.
Re: Spouse: I think that spouse is very lonely and probably not as much of a loner as the letter writer thinks. I bet it's also very scary to have vision problems and to depend on other people for stuff. Although this person sounds very demanding, I can actually see why they'd want their spouse to help them with these things, and feel like the rides are a red herring for other issues.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: I don't doubt that. But is admitting vulnerability so unthinkable that attacking a spouse is okay? How much control, stubbornness, finger-pointing, bad-mouthing, penny-hoarding and nonuse of one's words is excused?
We know nothing of the couple's relationship till now. But I'm thinking neurologist, geriatric social worker or psychotherapist for this "other issue" -- not the letter writer quitting a by-no-means excessively active life.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Tween daughter starts talking back
Parent worries tween daughter's rude behavior will only get worse.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-10-09
Dear Eric: I have a tween age daughter (11) who used to be very sweet. Lately she has been very mouthy -- always answers back and is rude, especially to me. I don't know why she has changed so much. She has a younger brother and says I treat him better. I try to treat them the same. Any advice on how to handle this situation as I feel it's only going to get worse?
-- Exhausted Mom
Mom: The good and the bad news is that this may be a phase that she's going through, and not permanent. But it still needs redirection. You can help her develop emotional maturity by being clear about what respectful conversation is and how you expect to be addressed. This doesn't always have to be a reprimand; try also coaching her. "I don't like to be spoken to like that; why don't you rephrase."
You can also model this for her by asking her to tell you when she feels that you're treating her differently from her brother. Showing openness to her perspective so that the relationship can flourish will be impactful for her.
Dear Eric: Our granddaughter has been seriously dating her beau for nearly eight years. He is 35 and she is 30.
A week ago, he was found to have a brain tumor. His mother will not allow her to see him at the hospital. Granddaughter is devastated. His mother was verbally abusive to our granddaughter.
Does his mother have the right to keep her from visiting him at the hospital? Mother is vicious with her words and adamant.
Granddaughter communicates with one of his cousins, checking on him. But she only wants to be able to tell her beau that she loves him. His fate is unknown. Any advice from you would be greatly appreciated.
-- Locked Out
Locked Out: I'm so sorry about this. It appears that the mother's shock and grief are manifesting in a way that's neither fair nor kind to your granddaughter. As his blood relation, she can dictate who has access to her son, depending on the hospital's policy. Your granddaughter may want to reach out to hospital administration to see what their policy is and if there's an option for her within its scope.
Another option is to write the beau a letter and get it to him through the cousin. Or ask the cousin to FaceTime from the hospital, if the beau is able to communicate. It's not ideal, but your granddaughter need not subject herself to more vitriol from the mother.
Dear Eric: Regarding your response to the person trying to support a friend who had started to express anger while going through cancer treatments ("Friend or Foe"). I'm currently going through chemotherapy right now. As part of that process, I take a strong steroid the day before, the day of, and the day after my infusion. I can't say what the steroid does to other people, but it makes me a bit "nasty" with many I come in contact with during this time. Even some that are there to support me. Your advice in the response was great. Given the circumstances her friend is going through, allow her some leeway. Trust me, the support means a lot. The patient gets a free pass on being cranky some days. It's not personal.
-- No Hard Feelings
Feelings: Thanks for this perspective. It's important to note that no one should tolerate abusive language and that sometimes we need to hold boundaries in a friendship to keep everyone emotionally safe, but I appreciate this additional perspective. We're not our best when we're sick. We're allowed not to be our best; it's part of being human. Sometimes supporting ailing or recovering friends means holding space for them to be whoever they are on that day so they can get back to feeling their best.
Dear Eric: I'd like to add to your response to "Friend or Foe," whose best friend was battling cancer and often reacted angrily when asked how she was feeling. Many patients who are battling cancer are often exhausted by people asking how they're doing, how the chemo's going, are they in pain. They don't want to be defined by their cancer; they want to have "normal" conversations with their friends ... and they don't want to have the additional burden of their friends' grief. I'm a family physician and my dear patients who were struggling with cancer expressed such relief to be treated as a "normal" person.
Bottom line? Let the patient lead the conversation and respect her boundaries. Listening, not probing, is a wonderful gift.
-- Old Doc
Doc: This is very wise advice. A great reminder that normalcy, even in the midst of extraordinary circumstances, can be so nourishing.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Guests think my already-discounted art is overpriced 
Friends will often accuse the letter writer of overcharging for their art.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-10-09
Dear Miss Manners: I am a fine artist, with a studio attached to my home. Friends and visitors often ask to see the studio, and I am happy to oblige. Sometimes, a visitor will ask how much a particular piece costs.
This puts me on the spot. I usually say, "Well, I would normally charge $300 for that painting, but with my 'friends and family' discount, I would charge $150."
On a few occasions, I've had a visitor who looks aghast and murmurs something to the effect of, "I didn't think it would be so expensive."
Miss Manners, I do not know how to respond! I have already halved the price (which is never outlandish to begin with), and am now made to feel I'm being greedy or unreasonable. My reaction has been a strained smile and some breezy comment about how the piece was particularly time-consuming, etc., but by then the atmosphere has changed, and is difficult to undo.
Am I being rude? Should I have declined to discuss prices in this context? I suspect my guest has been rude by implying my work is not worth the (discounted!) price. How can I handle this situation more politely in the future?
Although the studio is adjacent to your home, you keep it separate for a reason (less paint in the yogurt). Miss Manners wonders if your guests need more space between their slightly impertinent question and the implied sales pitch of your answer: They may have asked the price out of mere curiosity.
Either tell them you have not yet set a price, or, if you think they are serious about a purchase, tell them that you would sell it to a commercial dealer for $300 -- with an emphasis on the word "commercial" that invites them to ask a further question.
Dear Miss Manners: I beg for guidance on the proper etiquette with one's cutlery at hotel buffet breakfasts. While there are abundant clean plates, the protocol seems to be that one has but a single set of cutlery.
Perhaps this is to shame one into avoiding gluttonous behavior.
However, when moving from bacon and eggs to toast or muffins, how should one get a clean knife? The knife and fork disappear in the hands of the waitstaff. Asking for new ones is rarely met with a gracious response from the (admittedly busy) servers.
Is this a trick question, Miss Manners wonders?
One gets a new knife and fork by requesting them, an answer that does not depend on whether those previously supplied were made dirty by yourself or an unnamed third party.
As to whether the staff is spending breakfast judging you, she cannot say for certain, but suspects they have better things to occupy their thoughts -- such as when this meal service is finally going to be over.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Spouse upset by tired welcome from work trip. Hax readers give advice.
After work trip, husband wants celebration from the letter writer - who's "on fumes" from solo juggling of work, home and kids.

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post (The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-10-09
We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Hi, Carolyn: My husband got back from a long work trip recently. When he arrived, I made dinner as usual and then took the opportunity for an earlier bedtime (I was running on fumes at that point). The next morning, he was upset that I hadn't been more "celebratory" about his homecoming.
I get that work trips aren't vacation, but honestly, I would love to have two weeks where I only had to worry about myself and work! I know it wasn't a grueling trip, and he had plenty of downtime in a fun location. I, on the other hand, handled all my own work, the house and took care of the kids (and rocked it, if I do say so myself).
It just didn't sit right with me that I was supposed to celebrate my spouse when he got home. I promise I wasn't grumpy or sullen, but it gives me the ick that Dad needs to be celebrated like that. I feel like I'm the one who deserved a celebration (though I didn't feel like that before he got upset with me). Do I need a new perspective?
-- Celebrate What?
Celebrate What?: You just reached the end of a marathon. Meanwhile, he got dropped off at the finish line by a helicopter and wondered why there isn't more pep in your step. Your husband is being ridiculous. If you have a shred of patience left, ponder this: Did you ask for help or at least understanding, or did you silently grit your teeth and strap in to shoulder it all? If you're in the habit of assuming everything is up to you, then now is the time to say plainly what you need. Whether it be less cooking duty, regularly scheduled alone time or your own solo trip (however modest without work paying the way), leave no room for your husband to wonder why you might not be celebrating.
-- Chrissie M
Celebrate What?: This sounds like both of you had unspoken expectations (Dad expected an undefined "celebration," and you expected a break) and then were both disappointed when they weren't met. So talk to each other about this to understand each other's perspective and how both of you can get your needs met the next time something like this happens. Maybe Dad is the primary parent when he comes back and then the family does something special a day or two later -- and if you don't want to call it a celebration, then call it family re-bonding after being apart for two weeks. In the future, find a way to touch base with each other to express those expectations out loud.
-- Megan
Celebrate What?: Assuming that overall you have a good marriage and he's a good father, perhaps a different perspective could help. Maybe he didn't want a celebration as much as he wanted to feel like you missed him and were happy he was back home. Instead, he came home to a tired spouse who acted more like someone who had worked a very long shift at a grueling job and their relief finally arrived. It's totally understandable that you were exhausted and probably felt more like celebrating the opportunity to finally "clock out" and go to sleep than seeing your beloved again after two weeks apart, but he missed you and was happy to be home. How would you have felt if he had come home, and it was obvious that he was wishing he could have stayed away?
-- anon
Celebrate What?: Why not celebrate both of you? You rocked holding down the fort -- you deserve a pat on the back! He survived a couple weeks of life stripped of the things that give it meaning -- he should know you're glad he's home!
One of the hardest part of parenting (young?) kids is the temptation to treat everything as a zero-sum game, but it's important to resist that urge and find times when you can be on the same team. "I'm so glad our family is under one roof again, let's celebrate with ice cream," seems like an easy win, even if you have to add "... tomorrow, because tonight I'm exhausted and need to sleep."
-- Two For One
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Food
Cooking chat: Does it matter what type of milk you use in recipes? 
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-10-09
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
	

	

	


Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/10/08/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Food
Dining chat: The worst meals Tom Sietsema had in his 25 years as food critic
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Tom Sietsema | 2025-10-08
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The 29 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Fall is here: This weekend features outdoor festivals dedicated to beer, wine, oysters and the fruits of the harvest.

(LeadingDC)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-10-09
Wine festivals, beer festivals, harvest festivals, oyster festivals, dogs wearing funny costumes -- there's no doubt we're fully into fall. This weekend sees the return of Snallygaster, D.C.'s biggest beer festival, and surrounding tap takeovers and events, plus a wine festival on the lawn of George Washington's Mount Vernon. Dress your pups up for costume contests in NoMa and Navy Yard, or take them on a Halloween-themed bar crawl. Fall festivals take over the streets of Fairfax and Gaithersburg, and the harvest is celebrated at THEARC in Anacostia. Embrace your need for speed with go-karts and a screening of "F1" at Union Market, lighten the mood at the annual Because They're Funny comedy festival at the Wharf, or celebrate 30 years of nightlife mainstay the Eighteenth Street Lounge.
Race the District at Union Market
The parking lot in front of Union Market turns into the ultimate urban go-kart racetrack during Race the District, which returns with an expanded list of activities this year, even as the main attraction remains taking the wheel and competing against five other drivers. All tickets for Saturday and Sunday races are sold out -- time slots are still available Thursday and Friday -- but you can sooth the disappointment with a block party featuring a live show by electronic duo Louis the Child on Saturday and a free block party celebrating the 10th anniversary of Songbyrd with performances from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. The neighborhood's F1 Arcade celebrates its first anniversary throughout the weekend, offering open sim racing experiences for karting ticket holders, and there's an outdoor screening of (what else?) the summer blockbuster "F1" on Sunday evening. Through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. each day. $41.46-$92.29.
Story District: Stories From the Upside-Down at Penn Social
The long-standing tale-spinning group adds a little "ghost" to its stories in honor of spooky season. Come listen to speakers share their eeriest, funniest and most "wait, what just happened?" personal moments. Doors open an hour before the event starts, leaving enough time to dally at the bar first. 7:30 p.m. $35.
Fall Break at President Lincoln's Cottage
D.C. public schools are closed Thursday through Monday, and parents looking to entertain their children -- and maybe do something educational -- might breathe a sigh of thanks for President Lincoln's Cottage. Honest Abe's former summer home is hosting events for families through Monday, including guided and self-guided tours, a concert with kid faves Rocknoceros, crafting, and lawn games. Bring a picnic and stretch out, or just run around. Through Monday. Prices vary; Rocknoceros concert $10 for child and one adult; family tours $15 for adults, $5 for children ages 6 to 12, free for children age 5 and younger.
NoMa Dogtober Fest at Third Street Art Garden
Has your pup picked out its Halloween costume yet? If so, there are multiple chances to show it off this weekend. Start by heading to the Third Street Art Garden, a colorful reclaimed space just south of Union Market, where the highlight of the annual Dogtober Fest is a costume contest with prizes for the best outfits. Other highlights include free pet portraits, free puppuccinos, treats and, for humans, a DJ. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Snally Sightings beer tastings at ChurchKey, the Roost and the Sovereign
The days before D.C.'s biggest beer festival are filled with tap takeovers, pop-ups and opportunities to taste rare beers that usually don't show up in D.C. The Belgian-themed Sovereign is perhaps the star of Thursday night, pouring a trio of lambics from Brussels's acclaimed Cantillon and a pair of lambics and a Belgian IPA from Ghent's Dok brewery, alongside Montreal's Messorem and the United States' Resident Culture and Finback. ChurchKey is the destination for fans of big, hazy beers, thanks to Burial, Root + Branch and Bluejacket, though Cigar City is bringing three barrel-aged barleywines. Prefer lagers? Make your way to Shelter, at the Roost food hall, where lager brewers Bierstadt, Schilling, Good Word, Goldfinger and Seedz are on tap for your pilsner and kellerbier needs, with nary an IPA in sight. Admission to all events is free.
AFI at the Anthem
Punk mainstay AFI has long imbued its music and aesthetic with the grandeur and gloom of goth, but perhaps never as strongly as on new album "Silver Bleeds the Black Sun." The band's 12th studio album draws inspiration from Sisters of Mercy, Bauhaus, and Siouxsie and the Banshees and shows that Davey Havok and company still have a fire burning inside. 8 p.m. $57.75.
Because They're Funny Comedy Festival at the Wharf
Washingtonians who could use a laugh should head to the Wharf for the third annual Because They're Funny Comedy Festival, headlined this year by "Saturday Night Live" alum Jay Pharoah. He's slated to host the festival's Breakout Comedian of the Year Competition on Saturday night, as up-and-comers try to earn a $10,000 prize and a Hollywood talent deal. Other happenings during the event, which began as a celebration of diverse comedic talent and emerging voices, include Sunday's "Hey Ladies Comedy Experience" female comic showcase, starring Tisha Campbell and hosted by Sommore. Local comics close out the festival during "DC Funny" at Union Stage on Sunday, and the event also includes the free show "Conversations on Comedy," which dives into the art of making people crack up. Through Sunday. $25.36-$91, along with free community event.
Mount Vernon Fall Wine Festival
Find a favorite new Virginia wine while enjoying a spectacular view of the Potomac River and fall foliage during Mount Vernon's annual Fall Wine Festival. The after-hours event brings 20 Virginia wineries to pour unlimited samples in the tent over three days, with plenty of room to picnic on the grass on George Washington's estate. Preservation work means much of the mansion is closed, but festivalgoers can take advantage of the rare opportunity to see the New Room, servants' hall, kitchen and study after dark. The evening's soundtrack is live music from Bruce Ewan and the Solid Senders, and a dressed-up George Washington will be making the rounds. 6 to 9 p.m. Friday and Sunday (Saturday sold out). $50-$61.
Snally Sightings at ChurchKey
The out-of-town beer tastings continue for a second night. Take a cross-country trip on 14th Street as six West Coast breweries -- including Seattle's Fast Fashion and Holy Mountain, Portland's Brujos, and San Diego's North Park -- each bring a trio of beers to ChurchKey for a pre-Snallygaster festival party. 4 p.m. Free.
Pre-Snallygaster Party at Andy's Pizza
In recent years, the "Night Before Snallygaster" party at Andy's Pizza in Shaw has become one of the city's best low-key beer events, with brewers and brewery reps from near and far gathering to catch up over out-of-market beers and slices of margherita on the pizza shop's patio. The party's open to the public, and this year's gathering has a focus on low-ABV beers, plus a fortune teller. 3:30 to 9 p.m. Free.
Snallygaster beer festival
In the fall of 2012, the team behind D.C.'s best beer bars launched a brand-new beer festival, pouring 100 brews in Yards Park -- an impressive total at the time. Fast-forward 13 years and Snallygaster is the most important beer festival in the region, sprawling over Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Seventh streets and taking over a portion of Constitution Avenue, too. They need all that space to pour more than 450 beers from 175 producers, and whether you like traditional German festbiers, West Coast pilsners, hazy IPAs, barrel-aged stouts, Czech pilsners, fruited sours, funky lambics or seasonal ales, they're all here to explore, along with ciders, wine, cocktails and nonalcoholic beers. (Thankfully, the festival's website includes a sortable spreadsheet of beers, making it easy to find heavy hitters like Ill Will, Monkish, Fox Farm and Brouwerij 3 Fonteinen.) Sample four-ounce pours all day while grooving to multiple stages of DJs and bands, including the Pietasters and Trouble Funk; listening to recordings of beer podcasts; snacking at food trucks; or letting the kids play and decorate pumpkins in the family zone. 2 to 6 p.m. $75; $25 for designated drivers; $10 for children ages 12-20; free for children younger than 12.
Old Town Oyster Week
Saturday is the beginning of the sixth annual Old Town Oyster Week, which starts with an 11 a.m. shucking contest at Daniel O'Connell's. Pick up an oyster passport, then spend the next week visiting Alexandria restaurants, including the Fish Market and the Wharf, to sample specials and collect stamps. Turn in your passport at Murphy's Irish Pub, which is offering 75-cent oysters at happy hour throughout the week and hosting a closing party with food and drink specials on Oct. 19. Through Oct. 18. Prices vary.
Howl-O-Ween at Dacha Navy Yard
Dogs are always welcome at Dacha Beer Garden's Navy Yard location, but on Saturday they'll be replaced by furry, four-legged witches and vampires. Dress up your pup in something spooky or silly and compete for prizes. A vendor market offers pet-related shopping, and the bar offers its sausagefest party boards and monster pretzels. For an extra $5, a VIP ticket includes up-close runway views and a free photo booth session. 1 to 3 p.m. $12.51 for general admission; $23.18 for venue entry and costume contest entry.
Rocktoberfest at Reston Town Center
A free outdoor concert at Reston Town Center's central pavilion features turn-of-the-millennium alternative rock hit machine Smash Mouth (whose singer Steve Harwell died in 2023), Nashville rockers Ace Monroe and D.C. '90s cover band Keeton. Show up early for an outdoor bar crawl: Purchase a drink at participating bars and restaurants, including Makers Union and Sixty Vines, and you'll be able to carry through pedestrianized streets to your next destination. 4:30 to 10 p.m. Free.
Fairfax Fall Festival
The 49th annual Fairfax Fall Festival closes eight blocks in the heart of Fairfax's historic Old Town, turning University Drive and neighboring roads into a space for more than 400 vendors and booths for local businesses; three stages of live music and dance performances, including one just for children; three beer gardens; multiple food courts; a children's area with rides, bouncy houses, and other fun; and an open house at the Fairfax Museum and the fire station. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free; tickets required for rides and some children's activities.
Taste of the Harvest at THEARC
Multiple elements of Anacostia's THEARC -- the Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus -- are featured during this harvest celebration. Fresh food from THEARC's farm is served, alongside cooking demos and tastings, with live music and entertainment, then dine together as a community. Attendees can bring their own meals and drinks but are asked to RSVP. 2 to 8 p.m. Free.
Oyster Wars at the Salt Line
At the Salt Line's popular Oyster Wars party on the Anacostia River, you can not only try freshly shucked oysters from farms in Maryland, Virginia and up the East Coast but also sample bites from chefs including the Salt Line's Kyle Bailey, Ometeo's Gabe Erales, Electric Bull's Victor Albisu and Ama's Johanna Hellrigl. Other Half Brewing and other breweries from around the country are setting up a cash bar for craft beer. The afternoon's shucking is for a good cause, too: A portion of ticket sales will benefit the Oyster Recovery Partnership. 2 to 6 p.m. $80.12.
30th anniversary of Eighteenth Street Lounge
For those who weren't in D.C. at the turn of the millennium, before smartphones and high-speed internet, it can be hard to explain just how impossibly, achingly cool the Eighteenth Street Lounge seemed in its heyday. As former Post nightlife writer Eric Brace pointed out in a piece from late 2001, "Since the Eighteenth Street Lounge opened in April 1995, people have traveled from around the globe -- Iceland, Malaysia, India, Zimbabwe -- to cross its threshold, musical tourists who couldn't care less about the monuments and the Smithsonian." They came to see and hear the acclaimed DJ duo Thievery Corporation, which called the lounge home, or fellow travelers Thunderball, Ursula 1000 and Federico Aubele. It was known for long, snaking lines outside an unmarked door; capricious dress codes and cover charges; and the candles, chandeliers and vintage couches that provided the multi-floor club with the vibe of a globe-trotting stranger's loft apartment. During the first summer of the pandemic, ESL closed indefinitely, amid rising rent, and owner Farid Nouri transported the atmosphere, including the rear deck, to Blagden Alley. It's in these new-yet-familiar spaces that the club will mark its 30th anniversary, with an exhibition by street artist Orn and two rooms of music that run until 3 a.m., with DJs Terry Hunter, Jahsonic, KayLaSoul, Mark in the Dark, Keenan Orr and the Elders. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m. $17.85-$39.19.
Funset x Extended Play
Two of our favorite outdoor D.C. dance parties are informally teaming up this weekend for an extended Sunday Funday. The Funset, with DJs Jahsonic, Adrian Loving and Harry Hotter, brings the heat outside Dew Drop Inn with an impeccable selection of house, hip-hop, throwback R&B, go-go and whatever else is in the virtual crates. A few blocks away, Extended Play takes over the Mess Hall loading dock for its final show of the year, with the legendary DJ Spinna traveling down from Brooklyn to lace the crowd with hip-hop, funk, soul and disco. D.C. favorite DJ Stylus sets the table. Music lovers are invited to bounce back and forth over the course of the evening. Funset: 3 to 9 p.m. Free. Extended Play: 5 to 10 p.m. $34.30.
Gaithersburg Oktoberfest at Kentlands
Yes, this decades-old Oktoberfest celebration has a beer garden with local brews from the Saints Row and Lone Oak breweries, German food vendors, and traditional Bavarian music and dancing. But Gaithersburg's party, which takes place around Kentlands Mansion, the Arts Barn and Kentlands Village Green, offers much more, with apple pressing and pumpkin carving demonstrations; an artisan market; live music; free paint and sip classes; and a kids' zone with inflatables, glitter tattoos and other activities. No wonder organizers boast that up to 30,000 people have attended in previous years. Noon to 5 p.m. Free admission, with charge for some activities.
Oktoberfest-a-Pa-Looza at Wonderland Ballroom
The Edelweiss Band provides a Bavarian soundtrack for Wonderland Ballroom's lively Oktoberfest throwdown, with a menu of schnitzel, sausages and pretzels washed down with large mugs of German beer at the divey Columbia Heights bar. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Fall Family Fest at Southwest D.C. Community Center
Kids and pets are welcome at this autumnal celebration, which features an afternoon of activities for the whole family. Walk your pup in the annual Mutt Strutt, enter it in the pet costume contest or sit the dog down (to the best of its ability) for a portrait. Human children might prefer face painting, an activation from Gymboree or painting a community mural. Live music sessions come from DiToro, and fare comes from Don Churro, Momo Chicken and Grill, and Believe N Bread. 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Beginner's Pumpkin Embroidery Class at Shop Made in DC Union Market
Led by the founder of Capital Stitch Co., a local embroidery and fiber arts education business, this beginner class starts from the seeds -- learn how to stretch your fabric, knot your floss and ultimately stitch your own pumpkin-themed creation. 3 to 5 p.m. $54.
Indigenous Peoples' Day celebration in Meridian Hill Park
The American Indian Society of Washington is honoring Indigenous Peoples' Day with cultural presentations, speakers, children's programming and ceremonial drumming. Bring chairs, blankets, snacks and, yes, hand drums of your own. The gathering takes place on the upper plaza level, near 15th and Euclid Streets NW. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Great Pumpkin Carving Contest at Snappy's Small Bar
Will the Great Pumpkin rise from behind the bar at Snappy's on Halloween night? Maybe. Maybe not. But the Petworth bar, with its love of Snoopy-themed decor, is celebrating a few weeks early with its second annual pumpkin carving contest. Grab a pumpkin from the Snappy's "patch," and turn it into an award-winning jack-o'-lantern to win prizes. Entry into the contest includes a pumpkin, carving supplies and a beer-and-a-shot combo, and participants are welcome to bring their own tools or accessories to add. Not carving? Every drink purchased earns customers a ticket, good for one vote. Pumpkin carving begins at 5:30 p.m.; judging takes place around 10 p.m. $20 per entry.
'What Would Bubbe Do?' at Sixth & I
If you're facing a dilemma -- whether in work, love or your attempts to perfect that heirloom brisket recipe -- Sixth & I has a solution: a pop-up advice stand outside its historic synagogue, featuring all the wisdom and warmth of a lineup of bubbes (Yiddish for "grandma"). Come with life's grandest questions. Leave with a little chutzpah. (Or stick around for Sixth & I's dance party celebrating Simchat Torah.) 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Ravyn Lenae at 9:30 Club
Ravyn Lenae had been your favorite R&B singer's favorite R&B singer for almost a decade when the throwback soul of "Love Me Not" went viral on TikTok late last year, raising the Chicago singer-songwriter's profile to a more fitting level. Lenae is joined by another Chicagoan on the rise, Keiyaa, whose new single "Take It" finds the singer-producer at her sexiest and most straightforward. Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 p.m. $56.35.
Howl-o-Ween Bar(k) Crawl at the Yards
Dress your pup in its favorite costume and head to the Yards Park neighborhood, where seven restaurants and bars are letting their patios go to the dogs. Each participant -- Agua 301, Bluejacket, Chloe, District Winery, Emmy Squared, La Famosa and Trouble Bird -- offers themed happy hour food and cocktail specials, including some for four-legged visitors. Take a picture of your dog in costume at one of the locations and you might win a $100 gift card. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Mother of All Comedy Shows at Denizens Brewing
"Comedy by women, funny for everyone" is the theme at Denizens, where Improbable Comedy presents a night of 18-and-over stand-up with comics Joey Friedman, Olivia Bailey, Grace Wynter and D Lo. 7 p.m. $23.18; $39.19 for a reserved table for two.
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TV
'Boots' is a warm, funny '90s dramedy about a closeted Marine
A gay kid turns to boot camp for answers in one of the last series executive-produced by Norman Lear.

Miles Heizer, center, as Cameron Cope in "Boots." (Alfonso "Pompo" Bresciani/Netflix)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-10-09
Some shows just sound medicinal.
You know what I mean.
Maybe the framing is so morally ambitious that you feel preached at before you've even started. Maybe the logline relies too heavily on demographic identifiers. Or maybe there's a Nazi in the picture, which makes everyone else seem okay by comparison. None of that is dispositive, of course, and usually the content is better than the packaging. But packaging matters, and some premises spark fears that the urge to teach a lesson will trump the imperative to tell a good story.
Shows and films featuring the American military aren't exempt; many wear their messaging -- be it propaganda or scathing critique -- proudly. So Netflix's "Boots," a dramedy about a closeted gay kid in the '90s who, tired of being bullied, joins the Marines, felt doubly primed to instruct. I expected an object lesson in '90s homophobia. I expected a certain kind of "torture porn." I expected a condemnation of Marine Corps culture, with particular emphasis on the humiliating work-arounds to which homosexual recruits had to resort under the "don't ask, don't tell" policy.
The show delivers none of this. Or, rather, it delivers aspects of all of it -- but with a surprising level of ideological agnosticism, largely focusing, instead, on the protagonist's struggle with his own self-hatred. (Also his persistence and resilience, some of which is innate, but the show credits at least part of it to the extreme and sometimes abusive methods to which his drill instructors resort.)
It is, in other words, morally messy and far from didactic.
Based on Greg Cope White's 2016 memoir "The Pink Marine," about joining the Marines as a teenager in 1979, "Boots" -- which is set later -- begins with amiable high-schooler Cameron Cope (Miles Heizer) searching for the right thing to say to a Marine Corps recruiter. He ventures some platitudes about freedom and America, but what Cameron really wants is an escape: from the bullying he endured in high school, from home, where his deadbeat mom (Vera Farmiga) and his brother advise him to be more masculine, but most of all from himself. When his best and only friend Ray (Liam Oh) suggests they sign up together, he hesitates, but -- this being a comedy -- he sees a Marine Corps ad, gets all fired up, and that's that.
What follows is a textbook (and terrifying) introduction to boot camp leavened by a score that injects some levity into the proceedings through the likes of Wilson Phillips, Bananarama and George Michael. The show sticks closely to Cameron's perspective as drill instructors scream at and insult the recruits while saddling them with appalling orders and impossible tasks. He bonds early with a heavyset recruit named John (Blake Burt), whose struggles are only compounded by the humiliating ease with which his twin brother, Cody (Brandon Tyler Moore) -- the family favorite -- completes various challenges. Cameron develops a shy camaraderie with his brainy bunk neighbor Nash (Dominic Goodman); a mild aversion to his bunkmate Ochoa (Johnathan Nieves), who can't stop talking about his wife; and hatred for Slovacek (Kieron Moore), a bully who chose the Marines because the alternative was prison.

Liam Oh, left, as Ray McAffey and Max Parker as Sgt. Sullivan in "Boots." (Netflix)


It's a fine comedy ensemble, and the show develops its characters quickly and well. Staff Sgt. McKinnon (Cedrick Cooper) starts off as the show's only real straight man, whose sane energy Nicholas Logan ably opposes as the comically irascible Sgt. Howitt, for whom screaming is an art. Both are eventually overshadowed by Sgt. Sullivan (Max Parker), a decorated superstar who mysteriously turns up to take over. Among the recruits, Angus O'Brien shines as a chaos agent named Hicks, and Rico Paris injects some welcome energy as an older recruit named (improbably) Santos Santos. Oh and Heizer play off each other so well it's hard to believe they weren't real-life friends first.
The show acclimates the viewer by roughly mirroring Cameron's indoctrination. Sure, the invective seems arbitrary and unwarranted. Yes, it's aimed at keeping the newbies off-balance by dehumanizing them, isolating them and making them unsure and afraid so they can build them back up according to a new set of standards. And of course that's what's happening: As the show progresses, we watch the higher-ups slowly soften. The recruits are naturally relieved at being treated a little more humanely.
That Cameron has several tough conversations with "himself" and his pals about how they're being manipulated and spiritually coarsened doesn't stop the method from working. There's horror built into the comedy. It's genuinely bizarre to watch these gentle young souls -- who can hardly believe at first that they're being ordered to scream "Kill!" over and over at the top of their lungs -- yelling it reflexively, without even thinking, just a few days later. The recruits who wrestle with difficult questions don't fare especially well.

The cast of "Boots." (Alfonso "Pompo" Bresciani/Netflix)


Put differently, the show makes an anthropological case for why boot camp works. It proposes, moreover, that the process isn't actually easy or automatic. The drill instructors play dastardly, detailed mind games, meddling with nascent friendships and turning recruits against one another only to later engineer reconciliations. They impose new terms, suddenly making one recruit's progress contingent on his worst enemy's success. That this latter intervention turns out to have a genuine pedagogical function is true. It's also true that the drill instructors are sometimes inappropriate and abusive and downright sadistic -- and not in full control of those distinctions.
This being among the final productions that Norman Lear was involved with before his death, "Boots" is frank about cruelty and racism and homophobia and misogyny. It's also frank about why some choose that life anyway. Co-showrunners Andy Parker and Jennifer Cecil don't see the series as a send-up of the Marines as an institution; Parker considered joining the Marines himself as a closeted gay teenager in the '90s. And while an investigator trying to sniff out homosexuals in the military isn't portrayed with much sympathy, one of the highest-ranking officers in the show, Ana Ayora's Capt. Fajardo, is depicted as admirable and just. The point is Cameron's struggle to achieve something like independence or self-actualization using the tools the Corps gives him -- without capitulating to its logic or losing his most important friendship in a context that makes them rivals.
The series sporadically succeeds at squaring that circle, especially when it shows Cameron interacting with two other closeted Marines, considering their approaches and choosing his own path. This is a story with a lot of heart. But the ending comes too soon and leaves so much unresolved that the final beat doesn't quite persuade. At best, the series sells Cameron's partial transformation. At worst, the individualist message the show aims for so carefully is drowned out by the worrying possibility that boot camp did exactly what it was supposed to. He just doesn't know it.
Boots is streaming on Netflix.
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Movies
Jennifer Lopez has style but no sting in 'Kiss of the Spider Woman'
The movie musical is less macabre and more tender than its source material, with a J-Lo-size blank space where a magnetic title character ought to be.

Jennifer Lopez in "Kiss of the Spider Woman." (Roadside Attractions)


By Naveen Kumar | 2025-10-09
Though she plays its vampy femme fatale, Jennifer Lopez is constantly receding from "Kiss of the Spider Woman." The latest incarnation of Manuel Puig's 1976 novel places its two prison cellmates -- Molina, an eccentric romantic, and Valentin, a pragmatic revolutionary -- squarely at the erotic and emotional center. J-Lo is essentially an elaborate distraction, which is just fine as the story goes, but not exactly a kinetic position for a star.
The film written for the screen and directed by Bill Condon ("Gods and Monsters") is a hybrid adaptation of Puig's book and the 1992 musical it inspired, revered by Broadway fans for a dazzling and otherworldly performance by Chita Rivera. The macabre warble of her voice and the wild jangling of her limbs are at least as memorable as any part of the show by Terrence McNally. (Puig also adapted his novel into a 1983 play.) Rivera's distinctiveness is probably why it's one of the few musicals with a score by John Kander and Fred Ebb ("Chicago" and "Cabaret") that haven't seen a major revival.
The Spider Woman is a beguiling villain with a kiss of death played by Aurora, Molina's screen idol. Onstage, Rivera lit up the abyss surrounding the cramped cell where her character was a figment of Molina's fantasy life. Here, as in the 1985 film adaptation, Molina adoringly recounts the plot of the Spider Woman movie to Valentin -- who initially scoffs but quickly gets hooked -- dividing the viewer's attention between their grim reality and Molina's favorite movie.
Puig, who was born in Argentina in 1932, loved 1940s Hollywood films, calling them "totally stylized ... dreams" that "allow you the possibility of a synthetic approach."
That aptly describes Condon's treatment of the cinematic world where Lopez plays dual parts: the goth-glam Spider Woman and a magazine editor whose blond coif seems to be restyled with every scene. Unlike the shades-of-gray Argentine prison, the sequences are polished and color-rich, set on the sort of soundstages where dance numbers naturally unfurl in black tie. (Cinematographer Tobias Schliessler worked with Condon on "Dreamgirls" and the live-action "Beauty and the Beast.") In a conceit that's both sweet and practical, Diego Luna (who plays Valentin) and newcomer Tonatiuh (Molina) also appear in the film within the film.

Jennifer Lopez and Tonatiuh in "Kiss of the Spider Woman." (Roadside Attractions)



Lopez as the Spider Woman. (Roadside Attractions)


The high-contrast back-and-forth -- between the inmates' budding intimacy and the increasingly cockamamie movie -- feels disjointed and eventually grows tiresome. How does the peculiar plot relate to their deepening bond? Not enough to worry much about. Maybe it wouldn't feel like whiplash if Lopez were a more magnetic draw.
Because Aurora is filtered through Molina's gaze, the ageless and pristine gloss that the "Hustlers" star brings to her performance tracks well enough: She's honey-voiced and graceful like a celluloid siren. But that doesn't make her compelling to watch. Rather than singular and strange, she's blandly hyper-polished -- proficient but without personality.
Not so the inmates turned lovers, whose relationship is far more tenderly detailed than in the stage musical, with Condon drawing influence from the dialogue-driven novel. (A handful of songs, including those by the chorus of prisoners and between Molina and his doting mother, have been cut.) The dissolving of boundaries between the two culminates in an unlikely romance that's more captivating than the razzle-dazzle interruptions.

Tonatiuh, left, and Diego Luna in "Kiss of the Spider Woman." (Roadside Attractions)


As a fluttering Molina with wide and sometimes wild eyes, Tonatiuh is a revelation, lending the role a witty and wounded softness. Molina in previous iterations has been portrayed as a gay man (William Hurt won an Oscar in the part), but is more clearly understood here as a trans woman lacking the opportunity to transition. ("As for my friends and myself, we're a hundred percent female," Molina tells Valentin in the book.) That the character lives in the blur between boundaries makes Tonatiuh's sensitive portrayal all the more extraordinary.
Luna likewise does delicate work with Valentin, who decries sentimentality as weakness before slipping into his own deep well of feeling. The connection between the two men -- which in every version of the story involves Molina spying on his cellmate to get parole -- is a grounded slow burn. The film treats their kinship with a modern sensibility; in previous versions, their consummation has been queasy and forced.
That alone is a great achievement for this "Kiss of the Spider Woman," in which jail seems more alive than the fanciful flights that are meant to escape it. If only the arachnid herself seemed at least a little deadly.
R. At area theaters. Contains language, sexual content and some violence. 128 minutes.
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Music
Black Eyes tore through D.C.'s punk scene. After 20 years, they're back.
The punk act tackles power -- and wields their own -- with the new album "Hostile Design" and a festival dedicated to the city's arts and activist communities.

Black Eyes is, from left, Mike Kanin, Daniel Martin-McCormick, Dan Caldas, Hugh McElroy and Jacob Long. (Josh Sisk)


By Chris Kelly | 2025-10-09
"Helicopters every night over Washington / And you don't know if military, or if civilian / And you don't know that it's becoming an Armageddon / There's a thousand men in uniforms / A thousand men with guns."
These are the lyrics of Black Eyes's "A Meditation," and they feel less like poetry and more like reportage from the last few months in the District. In August, President Donald Trump declared a crime emergency in D.C., seizing control of D.C. police and deploying federal police forces and the National Guard onto its streets.
But the increasingly frenetic "A Meditation" -- with its guitar scrapes, go-go timbales and analog signals echoing into orbit -- isn't a song from the punk outfit's new album, its first in more than 20 years. It's the last gasp of "Cough," the band's then-farewell missive from 2004. For Black Eyes, "A Meditation" isn't just timely or timeless, but right on time.
Black Eyes existed as a band for less than three years at the beginning of the century, left an indelible mark on experimental punk music and reunited in 2023. After playing shows last year, the band -- composed of vocalist and bassist Hugh McElroy, vocalist and guitarist Daniel Martin-McCormick, drummers Dan Caldas and Mike Kanin and bassist-turned-saxophonist Jacob Long -- almost immediately starting writing music again and looking at the world through the lens of Black Eyes.
"We're all drinking from a fire hose of crazy s--- right now," says McElroy over Zoom. "It's not like this has ever not been the case in my entire life, but the explicit leveraging of power for cruelty and indifference to humanity ... people are reveling in it in a way that feels pointedly ghoulish right now."
It feels ubiquitous, McElroy explains, whether it be the war in Gaza, transphobia in the U.S. or occupying D.C. with militarized police.
"These are things that power does and has always done," he says, comparing the current moment to the depths of the AIDS crisis. "These are things that people in power have always done, and the shapes of that are usually pretty similar."
Remember when a Fox News host suggested euthanizing the homeless, McElroy asks. That kind of crass indifference to human life is the logical endpoint of how society is engineered.
Take the "Hostile Design" that gives Black Eyes' new album its title, a reference to the "brutalizing architecture" that makes it tougher for people to live in public. But hostile design goes beyond uncomfortable park benches and spiked surfaces into the design of our entire socioeconomic system: a "forced disalignment of the sacral vertebrae," as McElroy sings on album opener "Break a Leg."

The cover of "Hostile Design" by Black Eyes. (Dischord)


On "Hostile Design," the band resumes their work as musical chiropractors for the American psyche. Across its six songs, and in less than a half hour, Black Eyes offers percussive tit-for-tat, bounding between dub grooves and in-the-soil rhythms. Bass lines pulse, synthesizers wash, saxophones squeal. And McElroy and Martin-McCormick perform lyrical counterpoint, trading images, idioms, symbols and scripture -- sometimes overlapping like dueling street preachers.
The pair conjure images of D.C. Metro lines and holes drilled into heads; consider the sacred and profane; and nod to medieval poems and fragments of traditional songs from Greece, Gaza and Haiti. During the writing process, the pair found the shape of the vocals and filled them with lyrics. Sometimes words bubbled up during practice and could be hard to shake -- a source of frustration and inspiration.
"It's a cool clue, because they point to an interpretation, but also lead you into an interpretive headspace, like a clue into what I want to sing about," Martin-McCormick says. "It's always something that's resonant, but it's finding out what that resonance is pointing toward."
On "Hostile Design," those lyrics -- like the ones on the band's first two albums -- match music that is anxious, urgent, meditative and insistent. The words offer oblique takes on observations and experiences that offer dynamic lyricism, not didactic lectures about geopolitical realities. But Black Eyes was born and resuscitated in D.C., a place to which the band is inextricably linked, in the same way that "Hostile Design" -- which was recorded the weekend after the 2024 presidential election -- is tied to this moment.
"Being back involved in this community of music is for me, personally, incredibly empowering. It broadens the love for all that I have and, and I think, maybe naively, is partially how we're all going to get through this bulls---," McElroy says.

Speaking In Tongues, a multiday, multi-venue festival, accompanies the release of "Hostile Design." (Dischord)


That community has been a part of Black Eyes's second act, at shows, in a zine and, now, at Speaking in Tongues, a multiday, multi-venue festival that accompanies the release of "Hostile Design." The lineups of the shows feature friends and collaborators from their first go-around, as well as the intervening years, from art-punks Sensor Ghost and post-hardcore survivors Pissed Jeans to jazz mainstay Luke Stewart and iconoclastic rapper Sir E.U. There are also performances by projects the band members have explored on their own, like Long's Earthen Sea and Martin-McCormick's techno alias Relaxer.
"Community is like a marketing word now. I hear it applied in really preposterous ways around, essentially, building a customer base or whatever, but we do get genuine inspiration and excitement from our peers and people who are doing cool, bold music, and who we also get along with," Martin-McCormick says.
Speaking in Tongues gives a space to that community at a precarious time in D.C.'s history, continuing the city's lineage of punk activism and shining a light down the path of what could come next.
"When larger institutions -- higher education, journalism and political leaders -- have just caved, it's really cool to see the people of the town of my birth and the place I grew up around and in creating networks of power and leverage, at considerable risk to themselves," McElroy says. "The first step in fixing any problem is choosing not to cooperate."
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall opened July 28 at the National Air and Space Museum. (Eric Lee/For The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-08
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Smithsonian announced that it will keep all museums and facilities open to the public through Saturday.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas, and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM "A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee, & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29, 2026. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view for free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "In the Library: Animal Illustration in Europe, 1550-1750," through Oct. 31. Nearly 40 works highlight animal illustrations at the dawn of European natural history.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures.
"Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985" through Jan. 11. Featuring 150 artworks, this exhibition explores photography that captured the civil rights movement and its enduring impact.
"American Landscapes in Watercolor From the Corcoran Collection," through Feb. 1. An exhibition showcasing 30 American landscape and nature studies that date from 1800 to 1991.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Nov. 30. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," Oct. 15 through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 19. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford.
"From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 7. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Dec. 6, 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Arts & Entertainment
Conservative push for Charlie Kirk statues revives debate on memorials
Lawmakers' rapid calls for memorialization, especially on public college campuses, are controversial among students and unusual in the U.S.,  scholars say.

An image of slain conservative commentator Charlie Kirk is placed at a memorial for him on Sept. 29 at Utah Valley University in Orem. (Jim Urquhart/Reuters)


By Kelsey Ables, Katie Tarrant | 2025-10-08
It was not long after Charlie Kirk was fatally shot on Sept. 10 that pitches for monuments to the 31-year-old conservative activist began to surface.
A day after his death, more than a dozen House Republicans circulated a letter calling for a statue of the influencer and organizer at the U.S. Capitol. Within a week, Oklahoma lawmakers introduced legislation requiring every state university campus to put up a Kirk statue in a dedicated square or plaza, and Texas state Rep. Nate Schatzline (R) called for similar legislation for all public campuses in his state.
New College of Florida, a public liberal arts institution that has recently undergone a conservative overhaul, went a step further, announcing it was commissioning a Kirk statue and sharing an AI rendering of how it might look. The school told The Washington Post it has had an "outpouring of artists who are willing to work with us about the monument" but did not provide names.
The push for such monuments, particularly at college campuses, is unusual, experts say. Many figures given statues in the U.S. have been deceased for decades, and some experts and former students were skeptical that these statues, which can take years to make and cost tens to hundreds of thousands of dollars, will actually come to be.
The effort, however, reflects how Kirk -- a star among young conservatives but also divisive for his controversial rhetoric on race, sexuality and other issues -- has been hailed by the right as a kind of martyr. With many political leaders at his memorial service invoking the language of religious and political warfare, his death has become a rallying cry for a movement set on portraying itself as defenders of Western, Christian values that they say are under attack. In this polarized political environment, the statue proposals have revived a contemporary debate on who is commemorated.

People hold posters with an image of Charlie Kirk at a Turning Point USA event in Logan, Utah, in September. (Jim Urquhart/Reuters)


In recent years, there has been dramatic pushback over some public monuments, with statues of colonizers, Confederates and other controversial figures coming down during the racial justice protests of 2020 amid pressure from activists who said they were racist. To Erika Doss, an art historian at the University of Texas at Dallas and author of "Memorial Mania: Public Feeling in America," the call for Kirk statues reflects "an obvious backlash to what [conservatives] perceive as the taking down of great monuments," such as those of Christopher Columbus and Robert E. Lee. (In August, the National Park Service said it would repair and reinstall a statue of Albert Pike, a Confederate Army brigadier general, in Washington, D.C., that protesters toppled and set alight in 2020.)
This urgency to memorialize Kirk, Doss says, diverges from traditional approaches to public grief. Before permanent monuments tends to come "the immediate emotional response from the public, which comes out in the form of the temporary memorial," a fixture of major tragedies such as Columbine or 9/11 as well as "roadside memorials that we see every day," she said. To Doss, this "jump" to permanence instead goes "straight to ideology."
"That's a mistake," Doss said, adding that "public art is about place making and community gathering and history telling."
Brian Cody, a New College of Florida graduate and a board member of the Novo Collegian Alliance, a group opposing the school's conservative turn, was alarmed by an email he received in which the school appears to celebrate the attention the statue announcement generated, citing the number of times the college was mentioned in media.
"Any time someone is murdered, there is respect and a moment of reflection, but maybe even more importantly, it's an opportunity to have serious discussions," Cody said, calling the announcement "inappropriate for an institution, and just really distasteful." (The school did not directly respond to a request for comment on that portion of the email.)
Jackson Dawson, president of the New College chapter of Kirk's organization Turning Point USA, told The Post in an email that "everyone in our chapter is fully supportive" of the effort and that the fast response "speaks to how deeply Charlie's message resonated."
Reflecting on the speed of such proposals, Kirk Savage, an art historian at the University of Pittsburgh who has written on public monuments, said "the only real precedent I can think of is Abraham Lincoln," whose assassination was followed by swift calls for statues. The morning after, Charlotte Scott, a formerly enslaved woman, is said to have donated $5 to a monument to the president, eventually resulting in the controversial Freedman's Memorial in D.C., which depicts a Black man kneeling next to Lincoln.

Officials fenced off D.C.'s Emancipation Memorial, also called the Freedman's Memorial, at Lincoln Park in June 2020, following protests of the statue. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Other public monuments, such as many to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., often appear several years to decades after death. The bulk of the contested Confederate monuments around the country were built in the late 1890s and early 1900s, during the Jim Crow era.
Savage noted that the Commemorative Works Act requires that most works memorializing an individual on federal land in D.C. and the area around it not be authorized until 25 years after that person's death, to ensure historical significance over generations. While the act only applies to certain places, "Informally, a lag time has been observed over the course of our history" and beyond the capital region, he said.
That time allows for the public to arrive at a consensus or better understand a figure. But the monuments that result are not really about precise storytelling, said Gabriel Reich, a professor who studies historical consciousness at Virginia Commonwealth University, calling them "a technology for representing or projecting a collective memory to the public."
Collective memory "simplifies history down into more simplistic morality plays," he said.
Such stories can fall flat if a figure sparks discontent. "If the monument is to a figure that people don't agree upon, it can become a site for people with different identities to congregate but for very different reasons," he said, pointing to monuments of Confederates and Soviet soldiers in Eastern Europe. "It can become a site of real contention later on."
Public monuments, especially on school campuses, are usually determined by the school's community, not legislation, experts said. Several statues at the University of Oklahoma -- including the well-known Seed Sower, for instance -- were built by the artist in residence there, Paul Moore, supported by alumni and depict figures with ties to the school.
For some college students, the proposed statues of Kirk -- a figure known for his combative debate style, who was associated with a very conservative sect of right-wing politics -- are already sites of contention.
Speaking to The Post on the University of Oklahoma campus, Chloe Frazier, 20, said she has felt uncomfortable with the language around martyrdom used by some to describe Kirk, including by fellow students who have changed their social media profile pictures to Kirk and compared him to Jesus.
"I don't think he should be having a statue here," said Frazier, who described herself as a moderate and said she disagreed with some of Kirk's views, such as his critique of the civil rights movement and his strong opposition to abortion. "I think if colleges want to put up a statue and someone has the money to fund it, they can absolutely do that. I just don't think a senator should make it law," Frazier said.
The University of Oklahoma said in a statement that it is "deeply saddened by the tragic and senseless violence that took Charlie Kirk's life" and that "should any legislation be enacted, OU will, as always, follow all applicable state and federal laws."
April Ancinec, a 19-year-old New College student who described herself as an avid watcher of Kirk's videos, was dismayed to hear classmates talk about defacing the planned statue at her school. "It makes me feel like it's needed even more," she said, calling it "a physical representation that other opinions and ideas are welcome on campus."
For another 20-year-old student at New College -- who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution, citing the school's threat to withhold diplomas from student protesters -- the statue proposal does the opposite.
The administration, which has framed campus culture as too progressive, says it wants diverse perspectives, the student noted.
"Elevating and memorializing a specific partisan opinion shows that their goal is not to break up this hegemony," the student said, "but to replace it with a different hegemony."
Tarrant reported from Norman, Oklahoma.
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Washington Commanders
Caleb vs. Jayden? It's deeper than that for the Bears and Commanders.
Chicago and Washington might have their franchise quarterbacks, but there are various ways to build around them.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; AP/Getty Images photos)


By Tashan Reed | 2025-10-09

Jayden Daniels and Caleb Williams will meet again Monday night. (Associated Press and Getty Images) 


For most NFL regimes, being successful comes down to one pivotal question: Can they get it right at quarterback?
The Washington Commanders and Chicago Bears took their shot at answering that franchise-altering prompt in the 2024 draft. The Bears picked Caleb Williams first overall, and the Commanders followed by taking Jayden Daniels.
The quarterbacks -- who will face off for the second time Monday night at Northwest Stadium -- will be compared throughout their careers. But as much as their individual performances matter, what is equally as important is how their teams build around them -- particularly while they're still on their rookie contracts, before they're eligible to sign lucrative extensions in the 2027 offseason.
Following a miserable 5-12 season, the Bears went all in on building around Williams. They hired offensive whiz Ben Johnson as their coach to try to correct some of Williams's issues from a rocky rookie season. And General Manager Ryan Poles continued investing in a roster that could support him.
While the Commanders didn't need as much of an overhaul coming off a remarkable season in which Daniels was named offensive rookie of the year and Washington reached the NFC championship game, Coach Dan Quinn and General Manager Adam Peters still made a series of notable changes to the roster.
In many ways, the philosophies instilled by the Commanders (3-2) and Bears (2-2) aligned. Their "Monday Night Football" clash will provide a barometer of which franchise has done a better job of executing its vision.

Center Drew Dalman and guard Joe Thuney were brought in to protect Caleb Williams. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AP)


The Commanders and Bears have prioritized their offensive and defensive lines, but they have done it in different ways. Chicago has spent big on both sides, while Washington has used a more mixed approach.
Offensively, the Commanders' biggest move was trading several draft picks to the Houston Texans for left tackle Laremy Tunsil in March. They also signed center Tyler Biadasz to a three-year, $30 million contract in 2024 and spent a first-round pick on right tackle Josh Conerly Jr. this offseason.
Beyond that, they have been more conservative. They signed guards Andrew Wylie and Nick Allegretti, defensive ends Dorance Armstrong and Deatrich Wise Jr., and outside linebacker Von Miler to team-friendly deals, and they splurged a bit on defensive tackle Javon Kinlaw (three years, $45 million).

Left tackle Laremy Tunsil has Jayden Daniels's blind side covered. (Danny Karnik/AP)


The Commanders rank just 18th in offensive line salary cap hit this season and have the fourth-lowest edge rusher cap hit, according to Spotrac. They rank eighth in defensive tackle cap hit, but that's largely from defensive tackle Daron Payne's $26.17 million cap hit from an extension he signed in 2023.
The Commanders' offensive line has been one of the NFL's best after a bumpy start. Meanwhile, the defensive line has helped Washington rank in the top 10 in both sacks and yards per carry allowed.
The Bears spent heavy on veterans this past offseason. On offense, they signed center Drew Dalman to a three-year, $42 million deal and traded for guards Jonah Jackson and Joe Thuney. Defensively, they signed defensive tackle Grady Jarrett to a three-year, $42.75 million deal and defensive end Dayo Odeyingbo for three years and $48 million.
Chicago ranks sixth in offensive line cap hit and ninth in edge rusher cap hit. The Bears have the eighth-lowest defensive tackle cap hit, but it's worth noting that starter Gervon Dexter Sr. is still on his rookie deal.
The results haven't panned out thus far, beyond pass protection. The Bears' rushing offense, pass rush and rushing defense are among the worst in the NFL.

The Bears have not received much production from the No. 10 pick, tight end Colston Loveland. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


It's a common refrain that there's no such thing as having too many weapons. Few teams embody that more than the Bears.
After having already made commitments to running back D'Andre Swift, tight end Cole Kmet and receivers DJ Moore and Rome Odunze (the No. 9 pick of the 2024 draft), the Bears continued to give Williams options. They drafted tight end Colston Loveland 10th overall this year and wide receiver Luther Burden III at No. 39. That's a lot of resources to ensure Williams has talent around him.
The Bears are fifth in running back cap hit, fifth in wide receiver cap hit and eighth in tight end cap hit. Overall, they're fifth in offensive cap hit.

Deebo Samuel Sr. has been a clear hit for the Commanders, adding a threat for Daniels. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


The Commanders have been more measured. They traded a fifth-round draft pick to the San Francisco 49ers for wide receiver Deebo Samuel Sr. in March -- and then guaranteed his $17 million base salary for this season. After a lengthy stalemate, they signed star wideout Terry McLaurin to a three-year, $96 million extension.
They rank ninth in wide receiver cap hit but are just 21st at running back and 14th at tight end. Overall, they're 21st in offensive cap hit. A lot of their additions have been cost-effective moves, such as signing tight end Zach Ertz to a modest deal and drafting wide receiver Luke McCaffrey in the third round, fellow wide receiver Jaylin Lane in the fourth round and running back Jacory Croskey-Merritt in the seventh round.
Injuries have made it tough to fully evaluate the Commanders' offense -- Daniels, McLaurin, right guard Sam Cosmi (knee) and wide receiver Noah Brown (groin/knee) have missed multiple games -- but they're still averaging 26.8 points (eighth) and 6.0 yards per play (seventh). Though the Bears are spending far more, their results haven't been as good. They are averaging 25.3 points (11th) and 5.3 yards per play (20th).

Last year's trade for Marshon Lattimore has not worked out as planned. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


In November, the Commanders traded multiple draft picks to the New Orleans Saints for cornerback Marshon Lattimore. That has been a big swing and a miss thus far as the four-time Pro Bowl pick has struggled.
Rookie cornerback Trey Amos and second-year nickelback Mike Sainristil -- both second-round picks -- have been positive additions, but the overall play of the secondary is still lagging. Additionally, teams have been picking on 35-year-old linebacker Bobby Wagner in coverage after the Commanders resigned him on a one-year, $9 million deal.
Washington has enjoyed the run defense boost it expected when it added Wagner and Frankie Luvu (three years, $31 million) last year, but the coverage woes can't be ignored. The Commanders are allowing a completion rate of just 64.1 percent (ninth) but are giving up 8.2 yards per pass (28th).
Meanwhile, Poles handpicked all of the Bears' starting linebackers, cornerbacks and safeties, so there's no room to pass off blame for their leaky pass coverage. Chicago is giving up a completion rate of 73.7 percent (31st) and 7.8 yards per pass (27th). Cornerback Jaylon Johnson, the team's highest-paid defensive back, is still recovering from September core muscle surgery.
As it stands, this is a weakness for both teams despite each spending a lot of money on their back sevens. The Commanders are first in linebacker cap hit, third in cornerback cap hit and 17th in safety cap hit. The Bears are third in linebacker cap hit, fourth in cornerback cap hit and 11th in safety cap hit.

There's pressure on GM Ryan Poles to get results this season. (Erin Hooley/AP)


The largest concern looming over the Commanders is age. They have the oldest roster in the NFL. To find sustained success, Washington eventually will need to get younger.
That could come through more aggressive free agent moves. According to Over the Cap, they are projected to have more than $84 million in salary cap space next offseason.
The most practical way for the Commanders to push the roster to the next level is finding more hits in the draft. Daniels is a no-doubt hit and Croskey-Merritt, Conerly, Amos and Sainristil have shown promise, but it's too soon to evaluate just how well Peters has done in his two drafts.
The Bears don't have an age problem, but their roster is further behind. The offense has been underwhelming but has shown reason for optimism the past few weeks. Still, the defense has been awful and is surrendering 29.3 points per game (28th).
Since Chicago has been more willing to shell out big-money deals, it will be short on cap space. Roster moves can change the calculus, but Over the Cap projects the Bears are set to have just under $3 million in cap space next offseason. Working around that will require them to build through the draft even more than the Commanders.
That makes Poles's seat hot. This is his fourth year on the job, whereas Johnson is in his first season as coach and Peters and Quinn are in Year 2 of remaking Washington.
Even if the Commanders have a disappointing year, Peters and Quinn have built up enough goodwill to roll into a third season together without question. Nevertheless, there is pressure on them to win big.
"We want that to look like that all the time," Quinn said Monday, a day after the Commanders' Week 5 win at the Los Angeles Chargers. "Our attitude, our effort, the way we play and when we're that connected, we're a problem. And we're going to continue to work hard at that and really protect that."

Coach Dan Quinn and General Manager Adam Peters have the Commanders pointing in the right direction. (Patrick McDermott/Getty Images)
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